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RICHARD HENRY LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, August 1, 1775. 

Dear Sir: After the fatigue of many days, and of this 
in particular, I should not sit down at eleven o'clock at 
night to write to a gentleman of whose goodness of heart I 
have less doubt than I have of yours. But well knowing that 
you will pardon what flows from good intentions, I venture 
to say, that my hopes are, you will find from what the Con- 
gress has already done, and from what I hope they will do 
to-morrow, that it has been a capital object with us to make 
your arduous business as easy to you as the nature of things 
will admit. 

The business immediately before us being finished, the 
approaching sickly season here, and the great importance 
of our presence in the Virginia Convention, have deter- 
mined a recess of a month, it standing now, that the Con- 
gress shall meet here again on the fifth of September. The 
capital object of powder we have attended to as far as we 
could, by sending you the other day six tons, and to-mor- 
row we shall propose sending six or eight tons more ; which, 
with the supplies you may get from Connecticut, and such 
further ones from here as future expected importations may 
furnish, will, I hope, enable you to do all that this power- 
ful article can in good hands accomplish. 

We understand here that batteries may be constructed 
at the entrance of the Bay of Boston, so as to prevent the 
egress and regress of any ships whatsoever. If this be 
fact, would it not, Sir, be a signal stroke to secure the Fleet 
and Army in and before Boston, so as to compel a surren- 
der at discretion. While I write this, I assure you my 
heart is elated with the contemplation of so great an event 
— a decisive thing, that would at once end the war, and 
vindicate the injured liberties of America. But your judg- 
ment, and that of your brave associates, will best determine 
the practicability of this business. 

I think we have taken the most effectual measures to 
secure the friendship of the Indians all along our extensive 
frontiers; and by what we learn of the spirit of our Con- 
vention, now sitting at Richmond, a spirit prevails there 
very sufficient to secure us on that quarter. The particu- 
lars of their conduct I refer you to Mr. Franer for, who 
comes fresh from thence, and who goes to the camp a sol- 
dier of fortune. You know him better than I do, and I 
am sure you will provide for him as he deserves. 

We are here as much in the dark about news from Eng- 
land as you are, the London ships having been detained 
lone beyond the time they were expected. The indistinct 
accounts we have tell us of great confusion all over Eng- 
land, and a prodigious fall of the Stocks. I heartily wish 
it may be true ; but if it is not so now, I have no doubt of 
its shortly being the case. 

I will not detain you longer from more important affairs 
than to beg the favour of you, when your leisure permits, 
to oblige me with a line by post, to let us know how you 
go on. 

There is nothing I wish so much as your success and 
happiness, and safe return to your family and country; be- 
cause I am, with perfect sincerity, dear Sir, your affection- 
ate friend and countryman, 

Richard Henry Lee. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED FREBERICKTOWN, MD., AUGUST 1, 1775. 

Notwithstanding the urgency of my business, I have 
been detained three days in this place by an occurrence 
truly agreeable. I have had the happiness of seeing Cap- 
tain Michael Cresap marching at the head of a formidable 
company of upwards of one hundred and thirty men, from 
the mountains and back-woods, painted like Indians, armed 
with tomahawks and rifles, dressed in hunting-shirts and 
moccasins, and though some of them had travelled near 
eight hundred miles, from the banks of the Ohio, they 
seemed to walk light and easy, and not with less spirit 
than at the first hour of their march. Health and vigour, 
after what, they had undergone, declared them to be inti- 
mate with hardship and familiar with danger. Joy and 
satisfaction were visible in the crowd that met them. Had 
Lord North been present, and been assured that the brave 
leader could raise thousands of such like to defend his 
Country, what think you, would not the hatchet and the 
block have intruded upon his mind? I had an opportunity 
of attending the Captain during his stay in Town, and 
watched the behaviour of his men, and the manner in 
which he treated them ; for it seems that all who go out 
to war under him do not only pay the most willing obedi- 
ence to him as their commander, but in every instance of 
distress look up to him as their friend ox father. A great 
part of his time was spent in listening to and relieving their 
wants, without any apparent sense of fatigue and trouble. 
When complaints were before him, he determined with 
kindness and spirit, and on every occasion condescended to 
please without losing his dignity. 

Yesterday the company were supplied with a small 
quantity of powder from the magazine, which wanted air- 
ing, and was not in good order for rifles:; in the evening, 
however, they were drawn out to show the gentlemen of 
the Town their dexterity at shooting. A clapboard, with 
a mark the size of a dollar, was put up; they began to fire 
off-hand, and the bystanders were surprised, few shots being 
made that were not close to or in the paper. When they 
had shot for a time in this way, some lay on their backs, 
some on their breast or side, others ran twenty or thirty 
steps, and firing, appeared to be equally certain of the 
mark. With this performance the company were more 
than satisfied, when a young man took up the board in his 
hand, not by the end, but by the side, and holding it up, 
his brother walked to the distance, and very coolly shot 
into the white; laying down his rifle, he took the board, 
and holding it as it was held before, the second brother shot 
as the former had done. By this exercise I was more 
astonished than pleased. But will you believe me, when 
I tell you, that one of the men took the board, and placino- 
it between his legs, stood with his back to the tree while 
another drove the centre. What would a regular army of 
considerable strength in the forests of America do with one 
thousand of these men, who want nothing to preserve their 
health and courage but water from the spring, with a little 
parched corn, with what they can easily procure in hunt- 
ing: and who, wrapped in their blankets, in the damp of 
night, would choose the shade of a tree for their covering, 
and the earth for their bed. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, 
DATED PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 1, 1775. 

You would hardly conceive, without seeing it, to what 
a height the political fury of this Country is arrived. I 
most heartily wish myself at home among free-born Eng- 
lishmen, not among this tyrannical and arbitrary rabble of 
America. They have made many protestations of respect 
for England, and of their desire of union with the Mother 
Country, but you may take my word for it, my dear friend, 
it is the meanest and basest hypocrisy that ever was as- 
sumed. I have had occasion to spend, for a few years past, 
much of my time in this Province, and you may depend 
upon it, (and I am sure 1 have neither interest nor wish to 
deceive you,) that the present breach with England is not 
the device of a day, and has not arisen with the question 
about taxation, (though that has been a favourable plea,) 
but is part of a system which has been forming here, even 
before the late war. You would feel the indignation I do 
every day, when I hear my King and Country vilified and 
abused by a parcel of wretches who owe their very exist- 
ence to it, I am amazed at the stupor and supineness of 
your Admiralty. For God's sake, what are you doing in 
England? Are the friends of Great Britain and their 
property to be left exposed at this rate to the dictates of 
an inhuman rabble? I expect, with many others, if I do 
i:ot join in the seditious and traitorous acts in vogue, to be 
hauled away and confined in a prison, with the confiscation 
of all I have in the world. Words cannot paint the dis- 
tress of sober people who have property, and wish for 
peace and quietness. Where is the boasted Navy of our 
Country, that only one poor sloop is stationed here? where- 
as, if we had hut three ships-of-war, one of fifty, and two 
of forty guns each, this place would not only be kept in 
awe, and the friends of Government secured, but a suffi- 
cient quantity of provisions might be had at all times for 
ygur Fleet and Army, which, we are informed, are half 
starved at Boston. As to the sloop we have here, the 
Nautilus, I Tear she will soon go to the shades; for our 
good friends are building above fifty row-boats, of large 
dimensions, which are to have a twenty-four pounder in 
the stern sheets, several swivels in the sides, and plenty of 
muskets for the people on board, and all for the purpose 
of attacking the King's Ships that may arrive here. But 
if Government would order the Navy to sink all these 
vessels to the bottom, wherever they met with them, a 
few examples of such timely severity would keep them on 
shore." I must not forget to tell you, that they are smug- 
gling from the French West-Indies, in pilot-boats, all the 
ammunition they can get; but two or three cruisers off the 
Capes would soon put an end to that business. We have 
also the rarest coiners alive ; for we issue our thousands 
and tens of thousands upon paper, for which we are obliged 
to part with our little specie or property, or suffer the ven- 
geance of the omnipotent mob. 

Constant news arrive here daily almost, which keep up 
the mad enthusiasm of the people ; namely, that an insur- 
rection of thousands has begun in England; that Lord 
North is fled for his life to France or Ifafy ; that Wilkes, 
Burke, Governour Johnstone, Lord Effingham, Arthur 
Lee, and others, at the head of an armed multitude, had 
destroyed the Parliament-House, and several members of 
Administration. You would he amazed at the present 
rejoicings here upon this account. We are told, likewise, 
that the Butch have above fifty millions in our funds, and 
that they are about to demand them immediately, which 
will occasion a total bankruptcy to Great Britain. Every 
body here believes this, and a hundred times as much more, 
for gospel ; which, I am well informed, is sent them bv a 
set of people among you whom humanity should teach 
not to sport thus with the lives and fortunes of these poor 
people here. All this increases the arrogance and ferment; 
and nobody dares to doubt it, unless he chooses to risk his 
life and substance; at least, he must keep his doubts to 
himself, If this be. liberty, good Lord deliver me from 
all such liberty ! I am sure no tyranny, not even of Spain 
and Turkey, can exceed it. If our last petition be dis- 
carded, which they who made it know will be the case, we 
are resolvecT to set open our Ports to the French, Dutch, 
and Danes. We have already invited them to send their 
produce here under convoy of ships-of-war, which, we 
reckon, will be opposed by the British Fleet; and so we 



joyfully expect you to be embroiled in a war with one or 
other of these Powers. Many Frenchmen are here, and 
though the most of them appear but in a low mode, if I 
may guess by their mien, they are not all common people. 
We profess loudly, that we would join with French, Spa- 
niards, or any Nation, to send you all to the devil. We 
had a schooner, a few days since, who brought a consider- 
able quantity of Gunpowder stowed under Molasses, and 
when she arrived she hoisted in bravo a French jack, en- 
sign and pendant. If Government mean to do any thing, 
they must do it quickly, or the contest will be the stronger. 
I am surprised you do not lake and stop all the ships going 
in or coming out of these Ports. Conceal my name ; or 
I should run a great risk of my life and property, were it 
discovered here that I had sent you any account of these 
proceedings. Indeed, I incur some danger in writing at 
all ; nor should I, if I could not confide in iny conveyance. 



Crown Point, August J, 1775. 
To the Honourable Philip Schuyler, Esquire, Major- 
General and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces of the 
United Colonies on the Northern Department, and 
the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, Cap- 
tain-General and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony 
of Connecticut, and Governour of the same : 
Honoured Sirs : Whereas, Jeremiah Halsey, Esquire, 
was, by Benjamin Hinman, Esquire, when Commander- 
in-Chief on the Northern Department, appointed and com- 
missioned to be Commodore of all the armed vessels and 
crafts on the Northern Lakes, viz: Lakes Champlain, 
George, fee, and we, the subscribers, hereby certify, since 
the said Halsey's appointment he hath behaved with the 
utmost prudence and good conduct ; hath maintained the 
character of an honourable commander; faithfully dis- 
charged the duties of said office of commander of the 
said lakes; and is, in our opinion, a man of fortitude and 
resolution, and possessed of every qualification necessary 
for the seaman or soldier, and wellunderstands the busi- 
ness of an officer, either by sea or land ; and we would, 
therefore, desire your Honours, as the said Halsey is super- 
seded in the command of the said vessels, by the Province 
of New- York appointing a man to said office, either to 
discharge the said Halsey honourably from the service of 
the United Colonies, or appoint him to an office in said 
service agreeable to his merits; which is the desire of your 
Honours' most obedient and humble servants, 

Samuel Elmer, Major. 

Shub'l Griswold, 

John Watson, 

James Noble, 

Benjamin Mills, 

Oliver Parmelee, 

Wm. Satterlee, 

Joel Dickinson, 

Aaron Austin, 

Joel Dickinson, 

William Stewart, 

Titus Watson, 

Daniel Grant, 

Jehiel Hall, 

John Hitchcock, 

Ebenezer Hyde, 

Isaac Hitchcock, Commissary. 

Cotton M. Smith, Chaplain. 

Jacob Macck, Doctor. 

Robert Lewis, Jusiice of Peace. 

William Gilliland, 

Ethan Allen. 



Capta 



'Lieutenants. 



> Ensigns. 



Quebeck, August 3, 1775. 
On Tuesday last, August 1st, a recruiting party begao 
beating up here for Volunteers, for Captain William Do- 
lor's Company of the Royal Emigrants, and we hear they 
have already enlisted fourteen. 

Conditions to be given to such Soldiers as will engage in 

the Royal Highland Emigrants : 
_ "They are to engage during the present troubles in An \e- 
rica only. Each soldier is to have two hundred acres 
of land in any Province in North- America he shall think 
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proper, the King to pay the Patent fees, Secretary's fees, 
and Surveyor-General's ; besides twenty years free of quit- 
rent ; each married man gets fifty acres for his wife, and 
fifty for each child, on the same terms. 

" And as a gratuity, besides the above great terms, one 
guinea levy money. Allen Maclean, 

" Lieutenant- Colonel Commandant ." 



ELBRIDGE GERRY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Chamber of Supplies, Watertown, August 1, 1775. 

Mat it please your Excellency: Mr. Cheever has 
applied this afternoon for two hundred thousand small-arm 
cartridges, in consequence of an application from the Ad- 
jutant-General, to answer the demand of Major Gen. Lee, 

Mr. Cheever is able to furnish about thirty-six thousand, 
it being the whole quantity now made ; and there remains 
but thirty-six barrels in store of the quantity collected from 
the Towns in this Colony, and received from the others 
this side Maryland. There are also about two tons of lead, 
and not any flints in store, of which we think it necessary 
to give immediate information. 

We are in daily expectation of some powder from the 
West-Indies, but cannot say what success our plan will meet 
with; indeed we have exerted ourselves to obtain it several 
ways, which may be communicated at a more convenient 
opportunity. With respect to lead and flints, Colonel Por- 
ter was despatched sixteen days since tor New- York, for 
two hogsheads of flints and ten ton lead, but we have heard 
nothingfrom him since. We are ready to exert to the 
utmost to serve_lhe_c_au.se, provided the Commissary-Gen- 
eral desires it for the present. The powder shall be sent 
immediately if ordered, or be made into cartridges as soon 
as may be. 

We are, Sir, respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

Elbridge Gerry. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



COLONEL LOAMMI BALDWIN TO COLONEL JOSEPH REED. 

Chelsea, August 1, 1775. 

Sir : I am just informed that there was this forenoon 
about fourteen hundred Regulars paraded in Boston, and 
afterward marched down in order to go over to Charlestown 
Heights, as they call Bunker-Hill. Suppose they are all 
over before this time. Another person told me there 
was not more than otve thousand men, and that they were 
going to re-enforce Bunker-Hill. 

I send the observations as usual. 

It gives me unspeakable satisfaction that my conduct is 
approved of by the General. Nothing that lies in my power 
to perform shall be wanting to render his Excellency's com- 
mand easy, and life happy. That success and victory may 
attend his endeavour, is the sincere wish of his and your 
Honour's most bumble servant, 

Loammi Baldwin, Lieutenant-Colonel. 

P. S. I trust you will give the enclosed to the General. 
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THOMAS LITE (agent) TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Basinghall Street, London, August 2, 1775. 

Sir : I wrote you by the last packet a circumstantial 
detail of the proceedings in the Susquehannah cause, and 
sent you my bills, with a request for an early remittance to 
enable me to go on with the cause, and make no doubt of 
receiving it before November. Mr, Hooke (partner with the 
late Mr. Nuthall) writes to Col. Dyer by this packet, and 
the Colonel will have the pleasure of hearing that no incon- 
venience has happened by the papers being in the hands 
of Mr. Levy, as he sent his clerk with them to attend the 
hearing at the Board of Trade. Mr. Wilmot (Mr. Penn's 
Solicitor) finding the inconyeniency of having only two 
counsel, has taken in Mr. McDonald as a third counsel. 
The Lords of Trade have had no Board on this business 
since my last, and have adjourned it till the first Monday 
after the meeting of Parliament, I beg my best respects 
to Doctor Johnson ; and am, with the greatest esteem and 
regard, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Thomas Life. 

To the HonourabJe Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 
of the Colony of Connecticut. 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO LORD DUNMORE. 

Whitehall, August 2, 1775. 

My Lord : The hope you held out to us in your letter 
of the 1st of May, that with a supply of arms and ammu- 
nition you should be able to collect from among the Indians, 
negroes, and other persons, a force sufficient, if not to sub- 
due rebellion, at least to defend Government, was very 
encouraging ; but J find by your letters delivered to me by 
Lieutenant Collins, that you have been obliged, from the 
violence of the times, menaced by one branch of the Le- 
gislature, and abandoned by the other, to yield up all the 
powers of Government, and to retire yourself on board the 
Fowey. I have the King's commands to send you His 
Majesty's leave to return to England, which, together with 
this letter, and a commission to Mr. Corbin to administer 
Government during your absence, will be delivered to you 
by Captain Atkins, of His Majesty's Ship Acteon, who 
goes convoy to the Maria, store-ship. 

At the same time it is left to your Lordship's discretion 
to use this leave of absence or not, as you shall see occa- 
sion ; for, relying upon your firmness, I have still a hope 
that, with the supply of arms now sent you, and with the 
assistance of a greater naval force, the King's Government 
in Virginia may yet be maintained; and should this hap- 
pily be the case, it will not be necessary that Mr. Corbin 
should be informed of His Majesty's intention in his favour. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble 
servant, Dartmouth. 

Eaii of Dunmore. 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO GENERAL GACE. 

Whitehall, August 2, 1775. 

Sir: It being His Majesty's intention that we should 
have, if possible, in North- America , early in the next 
spring, an Army of at least twenty thousand men, exclusive 
of Canadians and Indians, the proper steps are n:ow takin^ 
for such arrangements as may be necessary to this object ; 
and I have this day signified His Majesty's commands, that 
the 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 14th, 16th, 22d, 23d, 26th, 
35th, 38th, 40th, 43d, 44th, 45th, 47th, 49th, 52d, 63d, 
64th, and 65th Regiments be augmented, so as that each 
company shall consist of three Sergeants, three Corporals, 
two Drummers, and fifty-six private men, besides; commis- 
sioned officers. And that each of the abovecneritioned 
twenty-two Battalions be augmented with two companies, 
each to consist of one Captain, one Lieutenant, one En- 
sign, three Sergeants, three Corporals, two Drummers, and 
fifty-six private men. 

With regard to the 18th and 59th Regiments, His Ma- 
jesty thinks fit, upon a consideration of their weak state, 
that what remains of the private men fit for service, should 
be incorporated into other Regiments, and the officers and 
non-commissioned officers sent home to recruit : and that 
it should be left to your discretion to follow the same ride 
in the case of any other Regiments under the like circum- 
stances. 

Besides four companies of Artillery, which are ordered 
to embark immediately, in order to enable you to return to 
the line the men taken from thence for that service, it is 
resolved to send you directly a further re-enforcemerjt of 
two thousand men, and orders are given for the .17th and 
55th Regiments in Ireland, to prepare for embarkation, 
the remainder of the re-enforcements to be made bv re- 
cruits, which we hope to raise in time; but if when the 
transports are ready the number of recruits should fall 
short, in that case the 27th, 28th, and 46th Regiments 
will be ordered to embark, or such part of them as shall 
be necessary to make up the full complement of two thou- 
sand men. 

The steps which you say the rebels have taken for call- 
ing in the assistance of the Indians, leave no room to hesi- 
tate upon the propriety of your pursuing the same measure. 
For that purpose I enclose to you a letter to Col. Johnson, 
containing His Majesty's commands for engaging a body 
of Indians, and shall by the first ship-of-war that sails after 
the Cerberus, send you a large assortment of goods for 
presents, which you will contrive the means of safely con- 
veying to the Colonel. 

I wish, Sir, to state to you, with as miich precision as I 
am able, the ideas that have been formed .with respect to 
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the future plan of operations of our forces in North-Ame- 
rica; for jalthqugh your own knowledge and experience, 
aided by the advice and opinion of the able Generals who 
assist you, vviir be far better guides to your judgment than 
any tning I can suggest ; yel it may not be altogether use- 
l ess tomark out (however incorrectly) some of the ideas 
of, military men of knowledge and ability here, and which 
indeed very much correspond with what seems to be your 
opinion, and that of the other officers with you. 

1 have already said in my letter, No. 22, of this day's 
date, that in the general view we have of the state of the 
Army at "Boston, and of the force of the rebels, it does not 
seem Ijkejy that any further operations, at least of any 
extent, will be undertaken this campaign. The state of 
the service, therefore, as it stands at present, seems to in- 
vofve in the consideration of it these questions, viz: 

1st. Whether we should push the war with our whole 
force in the next campaign, on the side of New England? 

2d. Whether, viewing the whole state of America, it 
would not be more advisable to make Hudson's River the 
seat of war, and for that purpose immediately take posses- 
sion .of. the City of New-York, with a part of our force, 
leaving at Boston what is necessary to secure that post, and 
keep up a diversion on that side? 

3d. Whether, if it should be judged unsafe, or unadvisa- 
blejto^take post at New-York, it may not be expedient to 
endeavour, with a part of the force under your command, 
embarked on board the transports, to make an impression 
in other places, which, if it answered no other purpose, 
would at least enable you to collect a large supply of live 
stock and provision, which is no trifling object in your pre- 
sent ci.rpujnstatip.es. 

And lastly, Whether, if neither of the measures sug- 
gested In the two last propositions can be effected, and if 
even Boston should not be tenable in the winter, without 
haza_rd r Jas many here think) it might not be advisable that 
yoifr whole Army should be posted in proper divisions at 
Halifax and Qmbeck, until the events of the winter shall 
point out the best plan of operation in the spring? 

In the consideration of these propositions, a variety of 
cogent reasons occur in favour of what is suggested in re- 
gard To the possession of New- York ; for if by such an 
operation we could recover the attachment and fidelity of 
that Province, as many judicious and well-informed persons 
think we may, it would, independent of many other circum- 
stances, jvhjch give preference to this proposition, not only 
be of great weight in the general scale of advantage, but 
might also increase our strength, by the junction of num- 
bers, which would shew themselves upon the least appear- 
ance of protection. But I beg I may not be understood, in 
stating these, or any other ideas that have occurred, to in- 
timate that the King does not leave it entirely to his Gene- 
rals to act according to their own judgment and discretion ; 
and therefore I have only to add, that if we are driven to 
the difficulty of relinquishing Boston, care must be taken 
that the officers and friends of Government be not left ex- 
posed to the rage and insult of rebels, who set no bounds 
to their barbarity. And when I mention this circumstance, 
I must not omit to inform you that His Majesty is graciously 
pleased, upon a; representation made to him of the distress 
to which many of the members of your present Council are 
exposed, todirect that you do, from time to time, give them 
such relief and make them such allowance as you shall 
judge necessary - , and include the expense in your contin- 
gent accounts. 

If the proposition of taking post at New-York is adopt- 
ed, then General Hoive, assisted by General Burgoyne, 
will, it is presumed, command on that side, in which case it 
is His Majesty's intention that General Clinton should com- 
mand on ...the. side of New- England ; and I have only to 
add, that whatever disposition is made of the Army under 
your command in consequence of what has been suggested, 
it will, be absolutely necessary, that effectual care be taken 
for the protection of Halifax, which, being the great reposi- 
tory of all our naval stores, is an object of the last impor- 
tance. I am, &c. Dartmouth. 

extract of a letter from the earl or Dartmouth to 

GENERAIt GAGE, DATED WHITEHALL, AUGUST 2, 1775. 

From the tenour of your letters of June twenty-fifth, and 
from the state of affairs after the action of the seventeenth, 



the King is led to conclude that you have little expectation 
of effecting any thing further this campaign, and has there- 
fore commanded me to signify to you His Majesty's plea- 
sure, that you do, as soon as conveniently may be after ySu 
receive this letter, return to England, in order .to give His 
Majesty exact information of every thing, that it may be 
necessary to prepare, as early as possible, for the operations 
of the next year, and to suggest to His Majesty such matters 
in relation thereto, as your knowledge and experience of 
the service enable you to furnish. 



EXTRACT Or A LETTER FROM THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH 
TO MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE, DATED WHITEHALL, AUGUST 

2, 1775. 

Sir: The King having signified his commands (hat 
General Gage should return to England, to lay before His 
Majesty a stale of his command, and to assist in the con- 
sideration of what may be necessary to the future plan of 
operations, I have the honour to sendyou His Majesty's 
commission, appointing you to be (during General Gage's 
absence) Commander-in-Chief of all His Majesty's forces 
employed, or to be employed within the Colonies lying 
upon the Atlantick Ocean, and have also transmitted the 
like commission to GmemlCarleton, to command the forces 
employed, or to be employed in Canada, and upon jts 
frontiers. 

I have, in a separate letter to General Gage, of this day's 
date, stated to him very fully the King's intention with 
regard to the force to be employed next year in North- 
America, and suggested many things respecting the ideas 
of a plan of operation. That letter he is directed to leave 
with you when he comes away, and therefore I have only 
to add, that I am, &.c. 



NEWBERN (NORTH-CAROLINA) COMMITTEE, 

Committee Chamber, August 2, 1775, 

The following Letter was wrote by his Excellency Go- 

vernour Martin, to the Honourable Leicis Henry De Ros- 

sett, Esq., in answer to an information given him of his 

being charred with giving encouragement to the slaves to 

O © OCT O 

revolt from their masters. As the substanccof this Letter 
is very alarming, his Excellency therein publickly avow- 
ing the measure of arming the slaves against their masters, 
when every other thing to preserve the King's Government 
should prove ineffectual, the Committee have ordered the 
said Letter to be published as an alarm to the people of this 
Province against the horrid and barbarous designs of the 
enemies, not only to their internal peace and safety, but to 
their lives, liberties, properties, and every "other" human 
blessing. 

" Fort Johnston, June 24, 1775. 

" Sir : I beg leave to make you my acknowledgments 
for your communication of the false, malicious, and scan- 
dalous report that has been propagated of me in this part 
of the Province, of my having given encouragement to the 
negroes to revolt against their masters ; and as I persuade 
myself you kindly intended thereby to give me an oppor- 
tunity to refute so infamous a charge, I eagerly embrace 
this occasion, most solemnly to assure you that I never 
conceived a thought of that nature. And I will further 
add my opinion, that nothing could ever justify the design, 
falsely imputed to me, of giving encouragement' to the 
negroes, 'but the actual and declared _ rebellion of the 
King's subjects, and the failure of all other means to main- 
tain the King's Government.' 

"Permit me, therefore, Sir, to request the favour of you 
to take the most effectual means to prevent the circulation 
of this most cruel slander, and to assure, every body with 
whom you shall communicate on this subject, that so far 
from entertaining so horrid a design, I shall be evetready, 
and heartily disposed to concur in any meas.ares ' that may 
be consistent with prudence,' to keep the negroes in order 
and subjection, and for the maintenance of peace and good 
order throughput the Province. ~. 1 ...; 

"I am, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient and 
humble servant, "Jo. Martin. 

" The Hon. Lewis H. De Rossett, Esq." _ 

Resolved unanimous]}/. That his Excellency Governoiir ^p 1 
Martin, by the whole tenour of his conducLlince file, un- 
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happy differences between Great Britain and her Colonies, 
has manifested himself an enemy to American liberty, and 
the rights and blessings of a free people; and that by his 
many wanton exertions of power as Governour of this 
Province, his hostile and dangerous Letters to the Ministry 
and General Gage, replete with falsities and misrepresent- 
ations of the true state of the Province, he has proved 
himself to hold principles abhorrent to the rights of hu- 
manity, and justly forfeited all confidence with the people 
of this Government. 

Resolved unanimously, That notwithstanding the very 
great pains that have been taken by those who call them- 
selves friends to Government, and their favourable expla- 
nations of the emphatical words between turned commas 
in the body of the above Letter, to make them speak a 
language different from their true Import, they contain, in 
plain English, and in every construction of language, a 
justification of the design of encouraging the slaves to re- 
volt, when every other means should fail to preserve the 
King's Government from open and declared rebellion ; and 
the publick avowal of a crime of so horrid and truly black 
a complexion^conld only originate in a soul lost to every 
sense of the feelings of humanity, and long hackneyed in 
the detestable and wicked purpose of suhjugatin"- these 
Colonies to the. most abject slavery. By order, 

R. Cogdell, Chairman. 



• 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN IN MARYLAND 
TO HIS FRIEND IN ENGLAND, DATED AUGUST 2, 1775. 

Unhappy Britain! Unhappy America! Had an angel 
from Heaven told me, but two years ago, that your disso- 
lution was to have been hurried on so precipitately, I could 
not have believed it. That so vast an Empire as this, at 
such a distance from the Mother Country, must, one day 
or other, tear itself off by its own weight, is as plain as a 
mathematical demonstration, and it would be the wisdom 
and interest of Britain to protract that period to its utmost 
distance ; but that cannot be done by any thing but friend- 
ship, lenity, and kindness. Force will neither intimidate 
nor avail ; it will only exasperate and render us desperate. 
Divide et impera seems a favourite maxim with your Mi- 
nistry, but with respect to the Colonies is impracticable; 
lor however separate they may be by situation and some 
particular interests, the Ministry have fallen upon a method, 
by touching their common rights and privileges, to make 
their union firm and immoveable as the mountains. You 
would be surprised to see the military spirit that reigns 
through every Province ; besides the thousands raised by 
each for soldiers to march to any part of the Continent, 
there are independent companies in every County, and 
particularly from the back-woods thousands of the riflemen, 
whose aim is as fatal and unerring as the shafts of Apollo ; 
and for our internal security the militia are well trained and 
ready to act; and if any mercenaries are landed, the cattle 
and horses are all to be driven back out of their reach ; so 
that unless they bring horses and wagons with them, to 
carry their ammunition and provisions, they can never pene- 
trate ten miles into the country, and even that not without 
the loss of thousands, as our woodmen, with their rifle-guns, 
will constantly harass their march. 

We have heard of Colonel Grant's speech, and are 
amazed that any man should so abandon truth, and be so 
lost to all sense of honour, as to pledge himself publickly 
in the House of Commons for the universal cowardice of 
the Americans, when he was conscious to himself that he 
owed his life to a handful of them. When he ran away 
at Fort du Quesne, with all his men, he was rescued by 
Colonel Lewis, "with a party of Virginians, or else he must 
have been knocked on the head or taken prisoner ; and that 
very sarne Colonel Lewis hunted him through all America, 
to call Km to account for some disgraceful words, but could 
never bring him face to face. And why should not the 
desc'epdants of 'Britons have as much courage as Britons 
themselves ? You see they have the same spirit of liberty 
with their great forefathers who brought about the Revo- 
lution, and they will preserve that liberty or perish. There 
is aPeJltion slhtjiajie by the Congress to the King, and 
an Address to the people of Great Britam; if these are 
treated With that_spvereign contempt which every thing that 
has Tiltlieito come from America, Si been said on her be- 



half, has been, farewell forever to all allegiance and every 
attachment. Till the fate of that Petition is known, it is 
the constant prayer of every publick congregational church 
or meeting upon this Continent, to inspire the hearts of the 
King and his Parliament with wisdom, moderation, and 
justice, to remove from us all cause of danger from a con- 
tinued pursuit of measures pregnant with the ruin of both 
Countries, that peace, union, and concord, may be restored, 
and that we may live together in mutual love and amity to 
the end of ages. 

However they may be represented to him, the King has 
not more affectionate or more loyal subjects in any part of 
his dominions than the Americans. They desire no other 
King; they wish not a division from, or independence on 
the Mother Country. They have taken up arms, it is 
true, in defence of their lives, privileges, and properties, 
invaded by the machinations of a set of Ministers, at the 
bottom equally inimical to both Countries ; but are ready to 
lay them down, and return within the line of their duty, 
whenever their just complaints are heard, and grievances 
redressed. If we are rebels, they should consider who 
made us so. A sure way to make rebels is to declare 
people such while innocent, and pour upon them all the in- 
flictions due to that crime before they are guilty of it. ' The 
ministerial agents are endeavouriag to rouse the Indians 
against us, and General Carleton is using every method to 
embody the Canadians to fall upon us, and has actually 
hanged several of them for refusing to obey his mandates. 
Ye right reverend and right righteous Lords spiritual,' what 
were you thinking of when you consented to the passing 
of a law, which, in effect, obliges His Majesty's conquered 
Roman Catholick vassals to cut the throats of his natural- 
born Protestant subjects? Was there ever any thing 
attempted equal to this under the reign of the worst of the 
unhappy Stuart family ? The Irish massacre was only said 
to be connived at ; it is only a modern refinement in poli- 
ticks that Papists shall be compelled by law to murder 
their Protestant neighbours. To complete the horrid scene, 
the Governour of Virginia, the Captains of the men-of- 
war, and mariners, have been tampering with our negroes; 
and have held nightly meetings with them ; and all for the 
glorious purpose of enticing them to cut their master's 
throats while they are asleep. Gracious God! that men, 
noble by birth and fortune, should descend to such in-noble 
base servility ! 

You may plainly see by these measures, that would dis- 
grace even the Spanish Inquisition, that nothing will content 
the Ministers but either an absolute and tame submission 
to their arbitrary will, or a total extirpation of all the Pro- 
testant Colonies. As to Lord North's proposal, it is insult 
added to cruelty; if it has any meaning it is shortly this : 
You may tax yourselves after what mode you please, but 
we will be judges of the quantum, and have the sole dis- 
posal of the sums taxed. And this disposal may be to buy 
the venal Boroughs the Ministers represent, to hire merce- 
naries, or pay Roman Catholick Armies to cut our own 
throats, or feed a parcel of hungry dependants to do their 
dirty jobs. If our last petition to the throne does not suc- 
ceed, there will be a manifesto published, inviting all the 
Nations in Europe to trade with us. The temptation is too 
great, and the advantages too considerable, for them to 
resist ; and if matters are not compromised, all Europe may 
be involved in the war, which 1 pray God to avert. Times 
are stiangply altered since you left us. When you knew 
us we were the happiest people upon earth. You spent 
many happy days amongst us, made your fortune, and have 
still many friends here. Desert us not now in our distress, 
and let not the tongue of slander vilify us without vindica- 
tion ; but if that be now a crime in your Country, you may 
at least pray for us, without giving offence to either God 
or man. 

This will probably be the last time you will ever hear 
from me, for next month all communication will be cut off. 
Farewell; God bless you. T. T. 



CONNECTICUT DELEGATES IN CONGRESS, TO ZEfiULON 
BUTLER. 

Philadelphia, August 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : It has been represented to the Continental 
Congress that there is great danger of discord and conten- 
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tion, if not hostility and bloodshed, between the people 
settling under Connecticut claim, and those under Penn- 
sylvania, which would be attended with the most unhappy 
COn'S^lqcreriBBl at this time of general calamity, and when 
W6 Wanr6ur™who]e united strength to oppose our common 
ertemyV We are therefore desired by the Congress to write 
to you, and press upon you the necessity of peace and 
gbod order, not only among yourselves, but by no means 
To give the least disturbance or molestation to the persons, 
or property^ or possessions of those settled under the Pro- 
prietaries of Pennsylvania, and especially to the families, 
property, or possessions, of those who are gone as Rifiers 
into the service of their Country, to join the Army near 
Boston. 

The Delegates from the Province of Pennsylvania are 
desired to write to their people, settled under the title of 
the Proprietaries, to urge upon them the same peaceable dis- 
position towards the settlers under Connecticut, and that they 
make no attempts upon their possessions or settlements, but 
for both sides to remain in peace and quiet, and be cautious 
not to interfere in jurisdiction or in the exercise of Govern- 
ment, but that they all live together in peace and good order, 
and unite in the greatest harmony in the common defence, 
if there should be occasion. You are desired to make no 
settlements by force, nor use any threats for that purpose. 
'■•■Yours, E. Dyer, 

-> '- R. Sherman, 

S. Dean. 
To Zebuhn Butler, Wyoming. 



NEW-TORK DELEGATES TO PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, August 2, 1775. 

.Sir: We received your letter by express this morninc, 
in answer to which we beg leave to inform you that we 
have obtained an order from Congress on the Continental 
Treasury, in your favour, for one hundred and seventy-five 
thousand" dollars; but as there is not yet a sufficient number 
of the bills signed to answer the most pressing occasions, 
we imagine your draft cannot be answered before the latter 
end of next week. We have, however, been able to borrow 
about eight thousand Pounds for you, which we will bring 
with us, expecting to set out for New- York this afternoon, 
the Congress having adjourned this morning till the fifth of 
September next. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient servants, 

Philip Livingston, 
George Clinton. 
To Peter Van Brug/i Livingston, Esquire. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO JOHN HANCOCK. 
[Read September 13, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, August 2, 1775. 

Sir: Since my last I have received the intelligence con- 
tained in the enclosed affidavits. It is of such a nature 
that I think, it my indispensable duty to send this by ex- 
press, that..you may judge of the propriety of my making 
the attempt you have positively ordered in the resolutions 
of the 27th of June and 3d of July, and for which I am 
preparing with unremitting diligence. I do most earnestly 
entreat. that.rnore powder may be sent me, for I find that 
I shall not have quite a ton when the troops are completed 
to a pound a .man, which is not sufficient for any body of 
troops that must necessarily open batteries. 

This plaice is in the most defenceless condition. Per- 
haps it might, be proper to setid a small Committee to ex- 
amine.lhe .country, and report whether this or any other 
place ought to be fortified, in case it should become neces- 
sary. 

Captain Smith, who has been sent up by the New-York 
Congress, in lieu of the former Captain who left the sloop, 
arrived here. a. few days ago, and has made me a report of 
what alterations will be necessary to put her into a proper 
state of defence. But as I have no carpenters to spare, un- 
less I quit building boats, I have declined it for the present, 
on which he delivered me a paper, of which the enclosed 
is a copy. _ 

If Congress should think it necessary to build vessels of 
equal or superiour force to those building at St. John's, a 
number of good ship-carpenters should be immediately 



sent up ; although this year they would be of no service but 
that of transporting troops, even if we had them here, on 
account of the want of powder. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your most obedient ancf 
humble servant, P H . Schuyler. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., &c. Lc. 

Charlotte County, ss. : 

John Duguid being duly sworn, saith, that he is a North 
Britain, and has lived in Canada for about sixteen months 
past ; that, by order of the Commissary-General there he 
came to St, John's about a month and a half ago as a 
cooper; that he staid there about four or five weeks, when 
they wanted him to continue in their service, but. hejhoijght 
it his duty to come here and give information, and tbatlie 
left .Si. John's about twelve days ago; that his wife's rela- 
tions live on Esquire Gilliland's Patent; that when he 
was about to leave St. John's, he obtained a pass to go to 
Missislcoui, but meant to go to TVillsborovgh, to which 
place he believes be could not have got a pass ; that there 
were then at St. John's about four hundred and eighty 
Regular Troops, and about one hundred and ten at Cham? 
bly, which is about twelve miles distant from St. John's; 
that the troops are supplied with provisions from Montreal 
and Quebeck; that there, were in store, when he left St. 
John's, about two weeks provisions, but that they had sent 
to Montreal for provisions for two months, to be lodged 
at Chambly, and brought to St. John's as wanted ; that 
there are no Canadians at &C. John's, except two Indian 
interpreters, and about twenty others, with horses, employ- 
ed in drawing pickets ; that tliey. are making two fortifica- 
tions at St. John's, one of which is nearly completed, on 
which are about eight field-pieces mounted, and some small 
mortars ; that these were to be taken down to make room 
for others ; that between thirty and forty guns, of twelve, 
eighteen, and twenty-four pounders, with carriages, were 
landed at Chambly, but not brought to St. John's when he 
came away; that he does not believe they would.be brought 
to St. John's till the timber of the, vessels was brought up 
which was framed at Chambly, and they were employed 
in bringing it to St. John's two days before the deponent 
came away; that they had about thirty or forty carriages 
employed in the work, and expected a great many more 
the next day, and thought to get the timber there in four 
or five days, and that by this time he imagines the guns 
are there ; that the timber belonged to Mr. Bell, and°was 
seized at Chambly; that the keel of one. of the vessels 
was between fifty-three and fifty-four feet long, and that of 
the other between fifty-five and fifty-six feet, and that they 
are to be built between the fortifications ; that there were 
between fifty and sixty carpenters; and this deponent sup- 
poses the vessels are well advanced by this time, and tlrey 
are to mount sixteen or eighteen guns each, the most ot 
them twelve pounders ; that the forts are square, and. of 
equal dimensions, and about one hundred yards asunder; 
that the south and east sides are formed with a ditch and 
parapet, picketed, and the north and west sides with strong 
pickets, ten feet long, and the water from the lake is to be 
let into the ditch of the north fort ; that the forts commu- 
nicate by a small breastwork, near the watee-stde. ..; that there 
were thirty Indians at St. John's for some time, and nine 
arrived there the night before this deponent left it, some 
few of whom are Caughnawagas ; that some frequently re- 
turn to Montreal, and others came ; that he was franicularly 
informed by the British Merchants of Montreal, thattheie 
had about five hundred Indians came down with Colonel 
Johnson and Colonel Claws, about one hundred of whom 
this deponent saw at Montreal; that he was informed the 
remainder were at Lachine ; that it was reported these In- 
dians were coming up the lakes to act against the. Colonies, 
when the Regulars were ready; that the Canadians will 
not take up arms on either side, but wish to remain neuifir ; 
that when the officers appointed by Governour CarlSon 
attempted to force the Canadians to take up arms, about 
three thousand of them assembled, and obliged the officers 
to quit their purpose and return home ; that the son. of Ij. 
De Chambeault, one of the principaLseignejirs in Csmada\ 
had a commission to raise men, but atlernptingit was dis- 
armed by the people, anH. escaped t^Mhulreal; thjttlus 
father came next day, aid was obliged to^o thitlrexScg- 
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wise ; that the Canadians were headed by M. L' Artifice ; 
that they have arms, but no ammunition but what they got 
from the merchants, who, as this deponent understands, 
have a considerable quantity at Quebeck ; that Artifice and 
two others went to Governour Carleton at Montreal, to 
know if it was his positive orders to force them to take up 
arms ; for if it was, they were determined to oppose it to 
the last ; that he heard the officers at Chambly had received 
letters informing them that four Regiments were expected 
every day at Quebeck ; that about six of the Indians at 
St. John's, with an interpreter, are sent as spies once every 
week, with positive orders not to pass the line ; that the 
country in Canada is very ill off for provisions, and flour 
four Dollars per hundred at Quebeck, by reason of the ex- 
portation to England, and that the dry weather has greatly 
injured their crops ; that they have only two small batteaus 
at St. John's, about ten at Chambly, and twenty at Mon- 
treal, which may be got up the river, or over land, to St. 
John's; that when the vessels are finished, they propose to 
bring them upon the lake ; that this deponent heard of two 
men being taken with an Indian boy, on the other side of 
the line, and the bqy was released ; that there were three 
armed schooners, of sixty or seventy tons each, lying off 
the mouth of Sarel, in the St. Lawrence, commanded by 
Algeo La Force_ and La Tourt ; that he thinks the num- 
ber of Regulars at Montreal does not exceed twenty, and 
that those at Quebeck are not more than a company, and 
most of them sick, and about thirty recruits from England; 
that on a report that the Neic-England people intended to 
come through the woods and attack Quebeck, a Captain 
was sent down to take command of the troops there ; that 
the Canadians about Quebeck were disposed to be neutral, 
as well as those about St. John's, but that the priests and 
seigneurs were stimulating them to take up arms against the 
Colonies ; that on account of the new laws, which impose 
the same taxes that were levied by the King of France, 
the Canadians are very much disobliged, and declare they 
will oppose the taxes to the utmost ; that there was a report 
in Canada, that an army of fifteen thousand men was coming 
from this way; that the Regulars determined when they 
come op the lake, to destroy all the settlements on this 
side of the line, particularly Mr. Gilliland's. And further 
saith not. John Duguid. 

Sworn this 2d day of August, 1775, before me, 

Ph. Schuyler, Judge. 

. Thejabove Deposition was taken from the mouth of the 
deponent, in the presence of General Schuyler, Colonel 
Ilinman, Colonel Mott, and Major Welsh, by 

Jonx Macpherson. 

Charlotte County, to wit: 

John Shatforth, late of Yorkshire, in Old England, 
being duly sworn, deposed) and saith : That he went from 
Esquire Gilliland's Patent to St. John's, about the first of 
May last, where he has been since employed in farming ; 
that his father and mother live there ; that he procured a 
pass from Major Preston to come from St. John's to Mr. 
Gilliland's, to harvest, and accordingly left that place the 
21st of July; that at that time'there were about four hun- 
dred arid sixty Regular Troops there, but no Canadians, 
except two Indian interpreters, and about half a dozen 
hauling pickets for the fortifications ; that there are between 
thirty and forty Indians there, some of them of the Caugh- 
nawagas, and some of the Messasagas, who go out for 
spies; that this deponent believes their orders are not to 
pass the line, but cannot tell whether they would act against 
the Colonies, if required ; did not hear that General Carle- 
ton was enlisting any Canadians: was informed by Mr. 
Duguid that there were some Indians at Montreal, but 
does not know certainly, as he never was there ; that he, 
this deponent, had heard the Canadians say they wish to 
remain neutral ; that the fortification at St. John's is a fort 
with a double row of pickets, and the largest pickets of it 
are as big as a man's thigh ; that there are trenches on the 
outside, and a breastwork on the inside of the pickets; that 
they intend to let water from the lake into the trenches; 
that he was not allowed to go into the fort, but supposes it 
to contain about an acre of ground ; believes they have 
eight or ten guns mouTjted, mortars included, and are pre- 
paring to mount rno'fe^as they have more embrasures for 



them ; that the fort is square, and without bastions ; that 
there is another fortification to the northward of the one 
described, and like it, on which no cannon are mounted ; 
that the timber, ready framed, was hauling by the Cana- 
dians from Chambly, when he left St. John's, for building 
two schooners, one of which is to be of fifty-four feet keel, 
and the other of fifty-five ; that the timber belonged to Mr, 
Bell, and was seized by the Regulars at Chambly ; that 
provisions in Canada were very scarce, and that flour was 
the most so ; that this deponent saw no boats at St. John's, 
except two small batteaus, and did not hear of their having 
any more elsewhere ; that more Regular Troops were ex- 
pected in Canada, which news they heard from Quebeck; 
that he cannot tell what other Troops are in Canada, but 
that there are sotne at Chambly, though he cannot tell 
their numbers. He knows John Duguid, who was a 
cooper at St. John's, employed by the Commissary. That 
the schooners were coming up the lake, as soon as they 
were finished ; that he, this deponent, lived better than half 
a mile from the fori ; that he has not lately seen any pro- 
visions come to St. John's, and all that are brought must 
pass by his door ; that he saw the two men that were taken 
with the Indian boy, and believes they were sent to Mon- 
treal; that he does not suppose the Canadians would take 
it ill if the Colony Troops were to pass the line ; that he 
heard and believes there were about three thousand people 
assembled at Chambly, to defend themselves against being 
forced to take up arms, who did not continue together above 
two or three days, but he cannot tell in what manner they 
were dispersed ; that the Canadians have arms, but no 
ammunition ; that the Regular Troops declared, that when 
they came up the lake, they would destroy Esquire Gilli- 
land's settlement. And further saith not. 

John Shatfohth. 

Sworn this 2d day of August, 1775, before me, 

Ph. Schuyler, Judge. 

The above Deposition was taken from the mouth of the 
deponent, in the presence of General Schuyler, Colonel 
Hinman, Colonel Mott, and Major Welsh, by 

John Macpherson, 

Paper delivered Major-General Schuyler by Captain 
Smith. 
I hereby certify to whom it may concern, that on the 1st 
day of August, 1775, by order of Major-General Schuyler, 
I took command of the Sloop Enterprise, then lying at 
Crown Point, for the service of the United Colonies, and 
find, by strict examination, the condition she is now in, to 
be of very little use to the service, as I am well assured, in 
the present state, the vessel might be easily taken by four 
batteaus, with one swivel gun and ten men armed, in each ; 
as witness my hand this 2d day of August, 1775. 

James Smith, Commodore. 
To his Honour Major-General Schuyler, at Ticonderoga. 



JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO JOHN HANCOCK. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 2, 1775. 

Sir: I have received your kind favour of the 24th ult., 
covering my commission from the Continental Congress, 
as Commissary-General in the American Army, and sin- 
cerely thank them for the honour done me in this appoint- 
ment, and you for your kind wishes of happiness. It shall 
be my constant and earnest endeavour to discharge the 
duties of my trust to their satisfaction, and thereby obtain 
their approbation therein, which will render me happy. 

I am, Sir, your obliged and obedient humble servant, 

Jos. Trumbull, 
Honourable John Hancock. 



ELBRIDGE GERRY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Chamber of Supplies, Watortown, August 2, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : Colonel Porter is 
just arrived from New-York, and has so far succeeded in 
his business, that about 80,000 flints and eight tons of lead 
are expected here on Saturday next. It arrived at Hart- 
ford on Sunday and Monday last. 

Colonel Campbell, the Deputy Quartermaster, informed 
Colonel Porter at New- York, that fifteen hogsheads of 
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;po'wder had arrived there, and that he should give your 
E xc ellen cy immediate notice thereof. 
:*rl apprehend we can have half a ton of lead cast into ball 
a.„day, being provided with moulds sized from sixteen to 
thirty-two balls to the pound ; perhaps twice that quantity, 

bn'emefgenc*y. '"""" 

*yColonel Burbeck received sixteen half barrels of powder 
this morning, before the Committee were apprized of it by 
the Agent of Supplies ; but we have given orders for stop- 

Sng all the ammunition, unless expressly ordered by your 
r _xceJI,ency. 

\-Colpne! Porter is desired to wait on you this afternoon ; 
ahd wg, remain, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient 
sejvapt, ^ Elbridge Gerky. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. The subject of the letter last evening was of such 
a*T)atur¥,tIi*at*T\'Ir. Cheever was not made acquainted there- 
with, which we mention to your Excellency, that your 
mind may be easy with respect to the secrecy of it. 

"Orders are to go to Town immediately for powder. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

, Winter Hill, August 2, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: I have examined 
into the state of the ammunition in my department, and 
find remaining in the magazine, of the powder supplied 
from New-Hampshire, nineteen barrels, of one hundred 
weight each, scarcely any balls, and no flints, except what 
the soldiers are possessed of. They are in general well 
provided with ammunition for one engagement. We have 
fifty rounds of cartridges to each cannon that is mounted, 
which is all the ammunition in the Brigade assigned to your 
Excellency's most obedient servant, 

Jno. Sullivan. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met, Thursday, August 3, 1775. Pre- 
sent : 



.Isaac Low, 
jlrmry RqmsDn, 
John Lasher, 
Evert Canker, 
.Gerordus Duyckinek, 
I WjlIiam Dtsnniiig, 
John Broome, 
James Beekman, 
John Berrian, 
Eleazer Miller, 
William Walton, 



Peter Goelet, 
Samuel Broome, 
Paniel Phonix, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 
Gerret Ketletas, 
Nicholas Bogirt, 
Wm. W. Ludlow, 
William Bedlow, 
John Lamb, 
Oliver Templeton, 
John Morton, 



Alex. McDougall, 
John Anthony, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
John De Lancey, 
Lewis Pint.ard, 
Abraham Walton, 
Gabriel H. Ludlow, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Richard Yates, 
William Goforth. 



Mr. Sears .and Mr. Berrian, who were appointed to 
examine the Baggage of a certain Mr. Sinclair, report, 
that they found Letters in his possession, which were pro- 
duced to this Committee, declaring that he is appointed 
Lieutenan^Gpvernour of Michilimackinack ; and also, that 
a certain Mr. Hamilton is appointed Lieutenant-Governour 
of one of the Upper Governments. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall be required to ap- 
point a guard to attend Lieutenant-Governour Sinclair, 
until the pleasure of the Provincial Congress is known 
what further, shall be done with him. 

On motion. Resolved, That a certain Mr. Archer, who, 
this Committee are informed, is the propagator of the report 
that the Continental Congress had passed a Resolution de- 
claring the Colonies to be in a state of independence after 
the 10th of March next, unless their grievances are redress- 
ed, be sent for immediately; and that Captain Fleming, 
Captain S. Broome, and Captain Lamb, be a Committee 
to request his attendance. 

The Committee appointed to wait on Mr. Archer, re- 
turned, and reported that he was not to be found. 

It appearing to this Board, from the examination of 
George Coffin, Master of the Sloop Henry, and the decla- 
ration in writing of Mr. Abraham H. Van Vleck, that he, 
the^said^Abraham H- Van Vleck, hath, contrary to a Re- 
solution, ofthe Continental Congress, shipped Provisions to 
the Island j)ljNgn(ucket, on board the said Sloop Henry, 
whereof the said George CoMn went Master : 

Ordered, That Messrs, Kissam_ and Yates wait on the 
Provincial Congress with the abpve examination and decla- 
ration. . 



BR00KHAVEN (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 
Brookhavcn, Suffolk County, August 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As well-wishers to our country, we cannot 
any longer delay giving you an account of the conduct of 
sundry persons within the limits of this Committee i Parson 
James Lyon, Benjamin Floyd, Doctor Gilbert Smith, 
Joseph Denton, Richard Floyd, and John Bayleys, Inn- 
keeper. These persons have, from the beginning, taken 
every method in their power to seduce the ignorant about 
them, and to counteract every measure that has been re- 
commended for the redress of grievances. They damn 
all Congresses and Committees, wishTng they were in hell. 
They have declared that they will furnish, and it is sus- 
pected that they have furnished, the men-of-war and cutters 
with provisions. 

Such conduct, we think, is insufferable, and desire that 
you would be pleased to direct to such measures as you 
shall think proper to suppress it. 

By order of the Brookhaven Committee : 

Thos. Helmk, Chairman p. t. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Con- 
gress at New- York. 

CAPTAIN DAVID LYON TO NEW-YORK CO'NGReIs. " 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony 
of New- York : 
The Memorial of Capt. David Lyon humbly sheweth : 
That in the beginning of July he was encouraged to ex- 
pect that he would obtain a Captain's commission in the 
service of this Colony, if he could raise a company. That 
your memorialist immediately began to enlist men, and 
engaged that if they should be taken into the service of 
this Colony, their pay and subsistence should commence 
from the time of their enlistment. That your memorialist 
was actually at the expense of subsisting a great part of his 
company from the time of their enlistment to the 18th ult., 
when they were received into the barracks, That your 
memorialist did not receive his warrant until the I4th of 
July, and should he be left to pay the wages and subsist- 
ence of his company from the times of the respective en- 
listments of the men, it will be a very considerable loss to 
your memorialist. Your memorialist, therefore, humbly 
prays the Congress to take the same into consideration, 
and to give your memorialist such relief and answer in the 
premises, as in their wisdom they think fit and right, 

David Lyon, Captain. 
Now- York, August 3, 1775. ""' '" "" 

The subscribers conceiving Captain Lyon's case to be 
extremely hard, humbly request it may engage the atten- 
tion of the honourable Congress. 

John Quackenboss, Rud. Ritzema, Lieut. Col. 

Herman Zedtwitz, Major. 

John Johnson, Capt. 

Jacob Cheeseman, Capt. 

Wm. Tapp, Quartermaster. 
James W. Payne, Lieut. Richard Platt, Lieut. 
John Beekman, Lieut. John j$$.QG : no]$, Adjutant. 
Daniel Gano, Lieut. Timothy Hughes, LieuL 
Martin Johnson, Lieut. Wm. Brown, Jun., Lieut. 
Matthias Clark, Lieut. Ronald F. McDwcall, Lt. 
Jona. Pearcy, Lieut, John A. McDougall, Lieut. 
Ab. E. Brasher, Lieut. 

To the Honourable Peter V. B. Livingston, President of 
the Provincial Congress for the Province of New- York. 



Marinus Willett, 
Gershom Mott, 
William Goforth, 
Aaron Austin, Lieut. 



peter t. curtenius to new-york congress, 

New-York, August 3/1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed is a note I received from 
Capt. Lamb; should be glad to have an order from the Con- 
gress about this matter. I have waited on Messrs. Mur- 
rays about the twenty pieces of duck and sixty pieces of 
osnaburgh ; they request an order from the Congress to the 
Committee at Elizabethtown. ; ::: : :::, '~ ~~~ 

1 have made an inquiry about oars, andcan't find above 
one hundred and fifty in Town, ninety-seven; of which 1 
sent up yesterday; for the remainder, I have contracted 
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with Captain Bradley of New-Haven, to deliver them in 
ten or twelve days. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Peter T. Curtenius. 

Thursday, August 3, 1775, 

Sir : As I am ordered by the Provincial Congress to 

Froceed (with my company) immediately to Ticonderoga, 
should be "lad to know as their clothing is to be of a 
better quality and a different make, if provision is made 
for that purpose ? I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

mo m „ . J° HN Lamb. 

lp Peter T. Curtemus. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, August 3, 1775. 

Sir: Your Honour's letter of the 28th ultimo was de- 
livered me yesterday. Major Elmore, who is at Crown 
Point, has applied to me for leave to sell the cows, which 
I readily consented to. If he had any grass in this quar- 
ter, they might probably become fit for the knife by fall. 
Provision is now coming up with more speed than hereto- 
fore, and my fears of being detained on that account are 
subsided. I continue building boats ; but if the accounts 
contained in the enclosed affidavits* be well founded, and 
of which we do not seem to entertain the least doubt, the 
enemy's naval strength will be such as, in all probability, 
will prevent our getting down the Sorrel River to St. 
John's, as we suppose their vessels are nearly if not quite 
finished by this time. And although if we had a number of 
Carpenters and the necessary materials, we might soon con- 
struct vessels equal to. theirs, yet our want of ammunition 
would render them useless, for after completing the troops 
to a pound a man, I shall not have a ton of powder left. 

The troops sicken alarmingly fast; ninety-two are now 
returned ill at this place, only when we are about five hun- 
dred strong. I wish they had tents, without which they 
must suffer incredibly if we should move on. 

I am, your Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 



ETHAN ALLEN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, August 3, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: General Schuyler exerts his utmost in 
building boats and making preparation for the Army to 
advance, as I suppose, to St. John's, he. We have an 
insufficient store of provision for such an undertaking, 
though the projection is now universally approved. Pro- 
visions are hurrying forward, but not so fast as I could 
hope for. General Wooster's corps has not yet arrived. I 
fear there is some treachery among the New- York Tory 
party relative to forwarding the expedition, though I am 
confident the General is faithful. No troops from New- 
York, except some; officers, are yet arrived, though it is 
given out that they will soon be here. The General tells 
me he does not want any troops till more provision comes 
to hand, which he is hurrying, and ordered the troops 
under General Woosier part to be billeted in the mean- 
time at Albany, and part to mend the road from there to 
Lake George. It is indeed an arduous work to furnish 
an army to prosecute an enterprise. In the interim, I am 
apprehensive the. enemy are forming one against us: wit- 
ness the sailing of the transports and two men-of-war from 
Boston, as is supposed for Quebeck. Probably it appears 
that the King's Troops are discouraged of making incur- 
sions inlothe Province of the Massachusetts-Bay. Likely 
they will send part of their force to overawe the Canadians, 
and inveigle the Indians into their interest. I fear the 
Colonies have been too slow in their resolutions and pre- 
parations relative to this department, but hope they may 
still succeed. 

Notwithstanding my zeal and success in my Country's 
cause, the old farmers on the New-Hampshire Grants, 
who do not incline to go to war, have met in a Com- 
mittee meeting, and in their nomination of officers for 
the Regiment of Green Mountain Boys who are quickly 
to be ^raised, have wholly omitted me ; but as the com- 
missions Fill come from the Continental Congress, I hope 

* Affidavits of John Duguid and John Shatforth, Fol. 12, 13. 
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they will remember me, as I desire to remain in the ser- 
vice. And remain your Honour's most obedient humble 
servant, Ethan Allen. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Governour of the 
Colony of Connecticut. 

N. B. General Schuyler will transmit to your Honour 
a copy of the affidavits of two intelligent friends who have 
just arrived from Canada. I apprehend that what they 
have delivered is truth. . 1 find myself in the favour of the 
officers of the Army and the young Green Mountain Boys. 
How the old men came to reject me, I cannot conceive, 
inasmuch as 1 saved them from the encroachments of 
New- York. E. A. 

SAMUEL MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL, 

Ticonderoga, August 3, 1775. 
Honoured Sir : The evening before last, two persons, 
who through policy had obtained passes by the guards at 
St. John's, came with me from Croivn Point. J was re- 
quired to .assist in examining them under oath before the 
General, when the substance of their relation was as fol- 
lows, viz : That the King's Troops were thirteen days ago, 
when they came from there, well fortified at St. John's. 
That there was at that place four hundred and seventy 
Regulars; at Chambly, about twelve miles from thence, 
about one hundred and ten Regulars ; at Quebeck about 
eighty ; and at Montreal about twenty. That there were 
at St. John's only two Canadians for Indian interpreters, 
and about forty Indians; and that there were at Montreal 
(which they had seen,) Col. Guy Johnson and Col. Claus 
with five hundred Indians, to join the Regulars. That 
the Regulars were in daily expectation of being joined by 
four thousand Regulars, who were coming into the river 
for that purpose. That the Regular Troops had hewed 
and framed two very large and strong vessels at Chambly, 
to carry about sixteen carriage guns each, which, before 
they put together, they had carted up with one hundred 
teams to St. John's, and were near finished by this time. 
They do not suffer any of their people to come over the 
Colony line, till they have got all their forces and vessels 
ready, when their intent is to come and destroy with fire 
and sword as far down here and into the country as they 
can penetrate. The two men who give this account ap- 
pear to be sensible men, and give a very distinct account. 
They say that about three weeks ago, an attempt was made 
by the English rebels to force the Canadians to take up 
arms against the Colonies, by putting to death a number 
in each Parish on their refusal, when about three thousand 
Canadians rose to defend themselves in a body, and dis- 
armed one of their countrymen who had a commission from 
Governour Carleton, and determined to defend themselves; 
when Carleton, on finding their disposition to resist, got them 
dispersed and easy, by telling them, that although he had 
issued a Proclamation to invite them to take arms, yet he 
had no design to force them, &c: They say farther, that 
the Canadians will not take arms against us, unless dra- 
gooned into it by the appearance of a numerous army of 
Regulars. The Canadians are generally armed, but have 
little or no ammunition, otherwise it is most likely they 
would rise in opposition to the present measures 1 , as they 
are highly incensed at the restoration of the old French 
laws, with their priestly and other burdens. 

August 4. — The English rebels have lately taken two ' 
of our men prisoners, who went to carry down an Indian 
scholar who came from Doctor Wheelock's college. We 
are here in a pitiful condition, the men seem much in- 
clined to a seditious and mutinous temper; if we were to 
attempt to go forward now after leaving the sick and enough 
to keep the garrisons, we could not go more than eight or 
nine hundred strong at most, which would be inadequate. 
I never yet knew an army so illy provided for as this has 
been. A great part of the time since we have been here, 
we have had not more than one, two, three, or four days' 
provisions at most, and some times not enough to provision 
the people as fast as it became due. By all the appear- 
ances of the conduct of the Province of New- York, they 
still are unsound at heart; they make a great noise, and 
send forward a few officers to command, Stc, and all the 
carpenters and artificers who are to have extra pay; but I 
believe as to soldiers in the service, they are not more than 
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one hundred and fifty strong at all the posts this side 
Albany; and it is feared by many discerning men, that 
eveh their Provincial Congress have scarcely a majority 
who are sou nd^ friends to the cause. I could, if 1 were 
present, give yourTTonour two or three striking instances 
of their hypocrisy, which I should not be safe in conveying 
hi this way, and one of which I am obliged to keep an 
Entire secret To myself until I leave the service. We hear 
Colonel Waterbury's Regiment will arrive at Fort George 
to-day or to-morrow, so that we have a prospect of being 
more strong"in~humbers. But the utensils for such an 'ex- 
pedition have come forward so slowly, that we are as yet 
destitute of suitable water-craft, gun-carriages; and other 
materials to go forward ; yet, we are making preparations 
as fast as possible. I had yesterday got out a number of 
carpenters for making travelling carriages for the guns, 
which I was obliged to dismiss for three or four days, till 
more broad-axes, Sic, shall arrive ; and in this manner 
every thing has dragged and gone heavily. We have, in- 
deed, within these few days, got something of provisions 
aforehand, and I wish we may get ready and go forward, for 
I had rather venture forward now with fifteen hundred men, 
than with three thousand one month hence. Besides, I 
would much rather go against an enemy with equal num- 
bers, than to have them come against me when I have 
three to their two, for 1 think the advantage of the besieger 
to be full in that proportion, which doctrine I think may be 
maintained on rational principles. I take it, that the reason 
of our not being in better preparation here, is owing to the 
negligence of New- York. This is a very unhealthy place, 
the people sickly with the fever and agues many of them, 
and some with fluxes, but none died here yet. 

The General drives things on as fast as he can, consider- 
ing what hjnderance he has for want of nails, &c; and I 
believe him to b.e a very resolute good officer. But what 
can be done in the war with but few men and less pro- 
visions and ammunition, and not a tent to encamp the men 
in ? 1 had intended to have gone down home before now, 
as I came away without any necessary baggage, Stc, but 
cannot yet persuade the General to be willing. 1 had some 
other things to mention, but the post will not tarry longer, 
as he cannot detain the boat. 1 hope your Honour will 
pardon the inaccuracy of this, as I am obliged to write in 
so much hurry that I cannot peruse it over. I wish, if we 
don't go forward soon, that I may come down and see your 
Honour, when I could tell things more fully. 

I am, Sir, your Honour's most humble obedient servant, 

Samuel Mott. 
Honourable Jonathan Trumbull. 



GOVEKNOuR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, August 3, 1775. 

Sir: By information of Mr. Ichabod Fitch, the bearer, 
a great number of gun-barrels, locks, he, are perishing 
at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, which, with care and 
expense to get the same repaired, cleansed, and stocked, 
may be rendered useful. If you please to give him or 
some other suitable person orders to collect, get appraised, 
and send down such as are valuable by the empty teams 
which return into this Colony, our workmen will repair 
them, and the value be duly accounted for. 

I am, Sir, with great esteem and regard, your obedient 
and humble servant, J. Trumbull. 

To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler. 



MAJOR TUPPER TO GENERAL GATES. 

August 3, 1775. 
Sir: I am now able to give a more particular account 
of the expedition to the Light-House than when I saw you 
before. I find, by examination, that we killed six persons 
on.the spot, one of which was a Lieutenant ; that we have 
five marines and one tory in the hospital ; that one died of 
his wounds before he arrived at Roxbury; that one woman 
and a lad is, still at Dorchester'; so that adding the fifteen 
above mentioned to the thirty-eight which General Ward 
sent over to Cambridge, makes fifty-three killed and taken. 
Major Crane, with his field-piece, which was planted on 
Nantasket Beach to cover our retreat, sunk one of their 



boats, and probably killed sundry of their crew, as the 
enemy approached within two hundred yards. 

On our side we lost one man only ; had two just grazed 
with balls. We stove one of our boats and was obliged 
to leave it. We lost seven small-arms, part of which were 
lost in landing; as the rocks were very steep, some of the 
party slipped and let go their guns to save themselves; 
and we have twenty-five small-arms and accoutrements 
brought off with us, and conceive there were more taken, 
but have been secreted by some of the party. 

The above is as just and exact an account as I am able 
to give; who am your most obedient humble servant, 

Benjamin Tupper. 
To General Gates, at Cambridge. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Lieutenant Charles Smith, from Hebron, in Connecticut, 
whose occupation was a tailor, entered into the service in 
Colonel Sergeant's Regiment and Captain Hart's Com- 
pany. He was apprehended and confined for stealing a 
silver watch from Jacob Low, in said Regiment ; he passed 
the sentries, and absconded on the first instant in the even- 
ing. His stature is about five feet eight inches high ; had 
on a good laced hat, and a gold ring on one of his fingers ; 
wears a black coat or calico gown, and black velvet 
breeches; he is rather of a dark complexion, has some 
pock-marks on his face, is a rugged trim rnadejnan, and 
somewhat talkative. He has used several very Til In said 
company. Whoever will take up the said deserter, and 
produce him either to Colonel Sergeant or Jacob Low, of 
whom the watch was stolen, shall be entitled to a hand- 
some reward. 

bucks county (Pennsylvania) committee. 

Bucks County, August 4, 1775. 

Whereas, the Committee of Safety appointed by the 
Assembly of Pennsylvania, have requested the Commit- 
tees of the several Counties in this Province to make a 
return to them of all the Officers of the Military Associa- 
tion, in order that commissions may be made out for them 
agreeable to a late resolve of the Continental Congress ; 
and as the several Committees are also requested to make 
a return of the number of the Associators, and also of the 
Non-Associators within their respective Districts: The 
Special Committee of this County do therefore request the 
Colonels of the several Battalions to furnish the Committee, 
at their next general meeting, to be held at the house of 
John Bogart, in the Township of Buckingham, the twenty- 
first instant, with lists of all the Officers within their Dis- 
tricts. And the several Captains are also requested to 
furnish the Committee, at the same time, with exact lists 
of the Associators and Non-Associators within their respec- 
tive Townships. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

Joseph Hart, President. 

N. B. All concerned are desired to attend precisely at 
ten o'clock. 

Bucks County, August 4, "1775. 
Whereas T have spoken injuriously of the distressed peo- 
ple of the Town of Boston, and disrespectfully of the mea- 
sures prosecuting for the redress of American grievances: 
I do hereby declare that I am heartily sorry for what I have 
done, voluntarily renouncing my former principles, and 
promise, for the future, to render my conduct unexception- 
able to my countrymen, by strictly adhering to the "measures 
of the Congress. Thomas Meredith. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 



The Committee met 

Henry Remsen, 
Samuel Bropme, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 
John Broome, 
Gerardus Duyckinck, 
Theophilus Anthony, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
Edward Fleming, 
Evert Banker, 
William Denning, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 



, Friday, August 

Petrus Byvanck, 

Nicholas Bogart, 
Lancaster Burling, 
Francis Bassctt, 
Victor Bicker, 
Robert Ray, 
Lewis "Pintard, 
Joseph Totten, 
Richard Sharpe, 
Eleqzer Miller, 
Aug. Van Horn, 
William Bedlow, 



4, 1775. Present : 

Abraham P. Lott, 
Oliver Templeton, 
John Reade, 
Abraham Duryee, 
John Benign, 
Hercules Mulligan, 
Thomas Randafl, 
George JanewW, 
Win. W. Ludlow, 
John M. S'cbtV 
Alex. McDou|all, 
John LambT J ' [ 
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Ordered, That Messrs. Sharp, Pintard, Templeton, and 
TV. Ludlow, be a Committee to wait on Mr. Archer, said 
to be on board His Majesty's ship-of-war the Asia, and 
make inquiry by what authority he propagated the report 
respecting the Resolve of the Continental Congress for a 
state of independence. 

The Committee returned, and reported that the said Mr. 
Archer was not on board the Asia. 

Whereas, a report has been industriously propagated in 
this City that the Continental Congress had passed a Re- 
solve, that unless American grievances were redressed by 
the first of March, these Colonies should be independent 
of Great Britain:, And .whereas this Cpmmittee have 
made strict inquiry into the same, and find that one Mr. 
Archer, lately from Philadelphia, was the original pub- 
lisher of the said report, and have endeavoured, by all 
means in their power, to procure the attendance of the said 
Mr. Archer before this Board, to declare by what authority 
he propagated the said report, but find that he is concealed 
in, or withdrawn from the City: And whereas this Com- 
mittee are satisfied, from the best authority, that such report 
is false and groundless ; therefore, 

1. Resolved, That the author of such report is guilty of 
a malicious attempt to represent the Continental Congress 
as intending to cast off the connexion and dependance of 
the Colonies on Great Britain, and thereby to widen the 
unhappy breach already subsisting between them. 

2. Resolved, That it appears to this Committee that the 
said false and malicious report was also calculated to create 
dissensions in the Colonies, and to weaken their confidence 
in the Continental Congress, and, therefore, that the author 
of it ought to be considered, as an enemy to this Country. 

Whereas, the Continental Congress, by their Resolve of 
the twenty-seventh May last, ordered that no Provisions of 
any kind be exported to the Island of Nantucket, except 
from the Colony of Massachusetts, from whence they were 
to be supplied with Provisions only for their internal use ; 
and the said Congress deeming it of great importance to 
North America that the British Fishery should not be sup- 
plied with Provisions from this Continent through Aian- 
twket, did, by their said Resolve, earnestly recommend a 
vigilant execution thereof by all Committees : And where- 
as it appears to this Committee, by the confession of Abra- 
ham H. Van Vleck, of this City, merchant, and the exami- 
nation of George Coffin, that the said Abraham II. Van 
Vleck, being owner of the Sloop Henry, (whereof the said 
George Coffin was master") did, about the twenty-third of 
June last, send from this Port the said Sloop, laden with 
Provisions, to Nantucket, on account and risk of the said 
Abraham H. Van VJeck, and that the said George Coffin 
sold the same therefor the use of the inhabitants: And 
whereas it also appear?, on the said examination and con- 
fession, that the said Abraham H. Van Vleck hath again, 
during this present week, laden the said Sloop at New- 
York with Provisions for a like voyage to Nantucket, and 
that the said George Coffin was to proceed on the same as 
Master of the said Sloop, but was detected in such design, 
and the vessel and cargo detained by this Committee : 

1 . Resolved, That the Examination of the said George 
Coffin, and the Confession of the said Abraham H. Van 
Vleck, be published in the several Newspapers in this 
Colony. 

2. Resolved, That the said Abraham H. Van Vleck, 
and George Coffin, have knowingly violated the before- 
mentioned Resolve of the Continental Congress, and the 
General Association entered into by the inhabitants of this 
City and County. 

3. Resolved therefore, That the said Abraham H. Van 
Vleck, and George Coffin, have severally acted inimically 
to, and been guilty of a high infringement of the Associ- 
ated American Colonies. 

CONFESSION OF ABRAHAM H. VAN VLECK. 

Gentlemen: I acknowledge to have bargained with 
George Coffin, about the latter end of May last, for the 
sloop Henry, of which I was owner ; but as our agreement 
fell through, I then, by advice, of the said George Coffin, 
concluded to load her for Nantucket with a cargo of pro- 
visions, and gave the command of the vessel to him. Soon 
after the resolve of the honourable Continental Congress 



was made publick, respecting the non-exportation of pro- 
visions to said place, notwithstanding which, through igno- 
rance of the consequences, and a strong imagination that 
it would not hurt the cause of America, I very imprudently 
proceeded to load the said sloop for Nantucket ; for which 
place the said George Coffin immediately went, and on his 
arrival there was solicited by the inhabitants to go to New- 
York, and return as soon as possible with another load, as 
they were in great want of provisions ; and she was nearly 
completed loading with a like cargo, on the same event as 
last voyage at this period, The vessel and both cargoes 
were owned entirely by me, and no person whatever, either 
directly or indirectly, had any share or part in the same. 
And I likewise most solemnly exculpate my father, Henry 
Van Vleck, (who has been out of Town a long time,) and 
every other person, from having any knowledge in the 
matter, and I will, if required, satisfy the same by an oath. 
Now, gentlemen, after having made this open confessjon.T 
throw myself on the mercy of my Country, hoping that 
every indulgence will be allowed me consistent with the 
interest of the publick. I can and do appeal to my fellow- 
citizens, that I never did, in any one instance, transgress 
against the liberties of America ; and had I thought the 
provisions shipped by the aforementioned vessel woujd 
have fell into the hands of the King's Troops, no consider- 
ation whatever could have induced me to have sent the 



same. 



I again beg leave to crave the lenity of the publick ; arid 
am, Gentlemen, your and their most devoted servant, 

Abraham H. Van Vleck. 

I further certify that Capt. George Coffin, on his voyage 
to Nantucket, had orders to sail out of Sandy-Ilook, and, 
on his voyage, to avoid all vessels he should happen to 
meet or see, and not to speak to any vessel whatever until 
he got to Nantucket, in order to avoid his falling in the 
way of any of the King's vessels which might carry him 
into Boston. Abraham H. Van Vleck. 



EXAMINATION OF GEORGE COFFIN. 

George Coffin says, that after the account received of 
the Congress not to ship provisions to Na7ituckei, the 
examinant, being Master of the sloop Henry, did take on 
board the said sloop, at New-York, a cargo, or part of a 
cargo of. provisions for Nantucket, which belonged to Abra- 
ham II. Van Vleck of this City ; that the said vessel also 
belonged to him, the said Van Vleck. That the exami- 
nant sailed with the said vessel and cargo to Nantucket, 
and there sold the cargo, but had liberty from said Van 
Vleck to go to the West-Indies if he thought fit. That 
the cargo of provisions now on board the said sloop also 
belongs to the said Abraham II. Van Vleck, and was 
shipped with intention to go to Nantucket. That the cargo 
first above mentioned was sold for the use of the inhabi- 
tants at Nantucket. That he thinks he was about three 
clays taking in the first cargo, and thinks that the vessel was 
cleared out immediately, or very soon after the first cargo 
was taken on board, and thinks the vessel sailed the next 
day after she was cleared out. That when the vessel sailed 
on the said voyage, the examinant knew he was contra- 
vening the order of the Continental Congress. 

George Coffin. 



SAMUEL MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, August 4, 1775. 

Sir : The Continental Congress, in their arrangement of 
the Army, have allotted for this Northern Army one chief 
Engineer, and two under Engineers, but the particular ap- 
pointments of the persons is not yet come ; if they should 
appoint me, I had determined if in my power to have 
Captain Noah Phelps for one of the two assistants ; but 
this remains an uncertainty till we hear further from the 
Congress. I could wish that your Honour's son, who is the 
good draftsman and picturer, was introduced into this branch 
of business. 

'Tis to be feared that the enemy, having collected the 
chief of our strength at Boston, will make a sudden move- 
ment round this way, and overpower our little Army here, 
and penetrate the country ; but I hope the Colonies will 



--" •*"■- 



23 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, he, AUGUST, 1775. 



24 



provide against such a catastrophe ; we are too scarce of 
powder to do much with artillery. 

I should be glad in your Honour's next letter to the 
General, that you would intimate your willingness that I 
should take a short tour down and return again, if the ser- 
vice will admit of it. 

I am, Sir, your Honour's most humble servant, 

Samuel Mott. 
To his Honour Governour Trumbull. 

'*""';"'' ■«'»!>.', - New-York, 'August 4, 1775. '"' 

Whereas, the Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- 
Y{>rfc hatli resolved and ordered" as follows , that is to say : 
That the .Wq"w : 3tor1c Regiment be the First, or senior Re- 
giment of the Troops raised in this Colony, and take rank 
accQrcRngTy > aiuf unanimously approved of Alexander Mc- 
Dougall for Colonel, Rudolphus Ritzcma for Lieutenant- 
ColoneT, and Herman Zedtwitz for Major of the First Re- 
giment. 

That Goose Van Schaick's Regiment be the Second 
Regiment", and "take rank accordingly ; and unanimously 
approved of Goose Von Schaick for Colonel, Peter Yates 
for Lieutenant-Cojonel, and Peter Gansevoort, Jun., for 
Major of the Second Regiment. 

~TIia.t James Clinton's Regiment be the Third Regiment, 
and take rank accordingly ; and unanimously approved of 
James Clinton for Colonel, Cornelius D. Wynkoop for 
LTeutenant-ColqneT, and Henry Livingston, Jun., for Major 
of the Third Regiment. 

That James Holmes's Regiment be the Fourth Regi- 
ment, and take rank accordingly ; and unanimously ap- 
proved of James Holmes for Colonel, Philip Van Cortlandt 
for Lieutenant-Colonel, and Barnabas Tuthill for Major of 
the Fourth Regiment. 

And. whereas the Provincial Congress have appointed a 
Committee to form and determine the rank of the Captains 
and jnferlour Officers in each Regiment, and of the Cap- 
tains and inferiour Officers of the several Regiments: 

The said Committee being, therefore, met to execute 
the powers to them delegated by the Provincial Congress, 
unanimously elected Colonel Jacob Blackwell, Chairman 
of the said Commiuee, and John McKesson for their Clerk. 
~ And'the said Committee having maturely and delibe- 
rately considered of the rank of the Captains and inferiour 
Officers in each Regiment, and of the rank of the Cap- 
tains and inferiour Officers of the several Regiments ; do 
reSoIye, agree and order, that the officers of each re- 
spective Hegiment shall take rank and command in their 
ftipectlve Regiments in the order they stand above num- 
bered ; and that the Officers of the several Regiments 
when they serve together, shall take rank and command 
according to the seniority of their Regiments, and their 
numbers in their respective Regiments, that is to say, that 
thV'fjrst or highest In rank of the first or other senior Re- 
giment present, shall command the officers of equal or infe- 
riour rank of any other Regiment present. That a First 
Captain in any Regiment shall always command a Second 
Captain in any other Regiment. That the First "Lieuten- 
ant "of the first Company of the First or other senior Re- 
giment then present, shall command all other Lieutenants 
present; and the First Lieutenant in any first Company of 
any Regiment, shall command the First Lieutenant in the 
second Company of any other Regiment then present; 
and in the like order throughout the whole of the said four 
Regiments. By order of the Committee : 

Jacob Blackwell, Chairman. 

Attest: John McKesson, Clerk. 



State of the Four Regiments raised in the Colony of New- 
York, for the Continental Service, and the order of 
their rank. 

First Regiment. 

Company. Commissioned. 

Alexander McDougall, Colonel, - - June 30th. 

Rudolphus Ritzema, Lieut. Colonel, - do, 

Herman Zedtwitz, Major, - - - - July 15th. 

John Brogdon, Adjutant, - - - - June 30th. 

Israel Evans, Chaplain, - - - - August 3d, 

William Tap, Quartermaster, - - - July 5th. 



Company. Commissioned. 

1st. Frederick V. Weisenfels, Captain, - June 28th. 

John A. McDougall, First Lieutenant, do. 

Richard Piatt, Second Lieut. 

2d. Marinus Willet, Captain, - - r - - June 28th. 

William Gilliland, First Lieutenant, do. 

Leonard Bleecker, Second Lieut. - - do. 

3d. John Johnson, Captain, .... June 28th. 

William Brown, First Lieutenant, - do. 

'> Abraham E. Brasher, Second Lieut. - do. 

4th. WIl|iam Goforth, Captain, - - - June 28th. 

James W. Payne, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Ronald S. McDougall, Second Lieut. do. 

5th. Jacob Cheeseman, Captain, - -. - July 5th. 

Aaron Austin, First Lieutenant, - June 28th. 

John Houston, Second. Lieut, - - do. 

6th. Richard Varick, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 
- John Copp, First Lieutenant, 

Daniel Gano, Second Lieutenant, - do. 

7th. Gershom Mott, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 

Benjamin Pelton, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Timothy Hughes, Second Lieut. - - - do. 

8th. John Quackenboss, Captain, - - - June 28th. 

Jonathan Pearcy, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Garret Van Wagener, Second Lieut. 

9th. Benjamin Ledger, Captain, * - - June 28th. 

Digby Odium, First Lieutenant. 

James M. Hughes, Second Lieut. - July 22d. 

10th. David Lyon, Captain, ----- July 14th. 

Matthias Clarke, First Lieutenant. 

Johi\Beekman, Second Lieut. - - June 28th. 

John L.. Lynn, Surgeon, - - - - June 28th. 

Hunlock Woodruff, First Mate, - - July 21st. 

Second Regiment. 

Goose Van Schaick, Colonel, - - - June 30th. 

Peter Yates, Lieut. Colonel, - - - do. 
Peter Gansevoort, Jr., Major. 
Henry Van Woerdt, Quartermaster. 
John Tillman, Adjutant. 

1st. John Fisher, Captain, June 28th. 

Benjamin Evans, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Joseph Fitch, Second Lieut. - - - do. 

2d. Cornelius Van Dyck, Captain, - - June 28th. 

Cornelius Van Slyck, First Lieutenant, do. 

Guy Young, Second Lieut. - - - do. 

3d. Barent J. Ten Eyck, Captain, - - June 28th. 

Dirck Hansen, First Lieutenant, - - ' do. 

John G. Lansing, Second Lieut. • - do. 

4th. Christopher P. Yates, Captain, - - July 15th. 

Andrew Fink, Jr., First Lieutenant, - do. 

John Keyser, Jr., Second Lieut. - - do. 

5th. George White, Captain. 

Jervis Mudge, First Lieutenant. 
Eleazer Grant, Second Lieut. 

6th. Hezekiah Baldwin, Captain, - - - June 28th. 

Nathaniel Rowley, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Rosewell Beebee, Second Lieut. - - do. 

7th. Joseph McCracken, Captain, - - - June 28th. 

Moses Martin, First Lieutenant, - do. 

John Barns, Second Lieut. - - - do. 

8th. Elisha Benedict, Captain. 

William McCune, First Lieutenant, - July 21st. 
Alexander Brink, Second Lieut. 

9th. John Graham, Captain. 

Gideon King, First Lieutenant. 
Nicholas Van Rensselaer, Second Lieut. 

10th. Joel Pratt, Captain, - - - - - June 2Sth. 

Benj. Chittenden, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Israel Spencer, Second Lieut. - - - do. 

Stephen McCrea, Surgeon. 

Bedford Williams, Mate, - - - - Aug. 16-25. 

Third Regiment. 

James Clinton, Colonel, .... June 30th. 

Cornelius D. Wynkoop, Lieut. Col. - do. 
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Company. Commissioned. 

Henry Livingston, Jr., Major, - -August 28th. 
George L. Schroeter, Adjutant. 

, Chaplain. 

James Hamilton, Quartermaster. 

1st. Daniel Griffin, Captain, - - - . June 28th. 

Benjamin Marvin, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Nathaniel Norton, Second Lieut. - - do. 

2d. John Nicholson, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 

David Dubois, First Lieutenant, - - do. 

James Gregg, Second, Lieut. - - - August 2d. 

3d. John Hulbert, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 

John Davis, First Lieutenant, - - do. 

William Havens, Second Lieut. - - do. 

4th. Lewis Dubois, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 

Elias Van Bunschoten, Jr., First Lieut. do. 

Andrew T. Lawrence, Second Lieut. - July 11th. 

5th. John Grennejl, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 
Samuel Smith, First Lieutenant, - July 14th. 

Alexander Ketchum, Second Lieut. - do. 

6th. Andrew Billings, Captain, - - . June 28th. 

Ezekiel Cooper, First Lieutenant, - do. 

John Langdon, Second Lieut. - - - do. 

7th. Jacobus Bruyn, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 

Thomas De Witt, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Albert Pawling, Second. Lieut. - - August 2d. 

8th. Daniel Denton, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 

Balthazer Dehart, First Lieutenant, - do. 

George Hamilton Jackson, 2c? Lieut. - July 26th. 

9th. Elias Hasbrouck, Captain, - - - - June 28th. 

Cornelius T. Janserr, First Lieutenant, do. 

Petrus Roggen, Second Lieut. - - August 2d. 

10th. Robert Johnson, Captain, .... June 28th. 

Philip Dubois Bevier, First Lieut. - do. 

William Martin, Second Lieut. - -August 18th. 

Samuej Cooke, Surgeon, - - - -August 25th. 

John Stephenson, Mate, - - - - do. 

Fourth Regiment. 

James Holmes, Colonel, .... June 30lh. 

Philip Van Cortlandl, Lieut. Col. - do. 

Barnabas Tuthill, Major, - - - - do. 

Job Mulford, Adjutant, .... August 2d. 
Benjamin Chapman, Quartermaster. 

1st. Henry B, Livingston, Captain, - - June 28th. 

Jacob Thomas, First Lieutenant, - - do. 

Isaac Paddock, Second Lieut. - - July 19th. 

2d. Joseph Benedict, Captain, - - - - July 27th. 

Samuel Sacket, First Lieutenant, - June 28th. 

Gould Bonton, Second Lieut. - - -August 30th. 

3d. Nathaniel Woodward, Captain, - - June 28th. 

Abraham Hiker, Fust Lieutenant, - do. 

John Lawrence, Second Lieut. - - August 1st. 

4th. Rufus Herrick, Captain, .... June 28th. 

Charles Graham, lirst Lieutenant, - do. 

Jesse Thompson, Second Lieut. - - do. 

5th. Ambrose Hoiton, Captain, ... June 28th. 

Samuel T. Pell, First Lieutenant, - July 13th. 

Isaac Van Wert, Second Lieut. - - August 3d. 

6th. Daniel Mills, Captain, June 28th. 

Elijah Hunter, First Lieutenant, - - do. 

Miles Oakley, Second Lieut. ... August 3d. 

7th. Jonathan Piatt, Captain, .... June 28th. 

David Dan, First Lieutenant, - - do. 

Manning Bull, Second Lieut. ... do. 

8th. Jacobus Wynkoop, Captain, - - - June 28th. 

Anthony Welph, First Lieutenant, - do. 

Thomas befoy, Second Lieut, - - - July 7th. 

9th. Jacobus Rosecrans, Captain, - - - August 3d. 

Thomas Lee, First Lieutenant, - - do. 
William Balger, Second Lieut, - -August 21st, 
10th. David Palmer, Captain. 

William Crane, First Lieutenant. 
William Matthewman, Second Lieut.. 

Ebenezer Haviland, Surgeon, -— - August 4th. 



4, 1775. 
Two persons who have lately come from St. John's 
(being examined under oath before the General) give ac- 
counts that the King's Troops are well Fortified &[St. John's ; 
that there is at that place four hundred and seventy Regu- 
lars, and one hundred and ten at ChambTy, about twelve 
miles distant ; about twenty at Montreal, and one company 
at Quebeck; forty Indians at St. John's; Colonel Guy 
Johnson and Colonel Claus, with five hundred Indians, just 
arrived at Montreal, and just going to join the English 
rebels against us. One of these men was at Montreal, 
and saw Johnson and his Indians. They appear to be two 
sensible men and give a very direct account. There are two 
large and strong vessels near finished at St. John's, to carry 
about fourteen or sixteen carriage guns 'each, and they are 
every day in expectation of being joined by about four 
thousand Regulars that are come into the river, and then 
to come against us. The Canadians are determined not 
to fight against us unless forced by a formidable Army. 
About three weeks ago an attempt was made to force the 
Canadians to take up arms, and they were about to Hang 
some in every Parish, when the Canadians vme hr-rrbody 
of near three thousand men, disarmed the ^officer that was 
after recruits, and made him flee, being determinecf to de- 
fend themselves in the best manner they could by a full 
resistance, rather than be forced to arm against the Colo- 
nies. The common people there cannot bear to. have the 
old French laws take place again amongst them, as they 
will be thereby plunged into enormous taxes. We had a 
few days ago two men who went down the lake with an 
Indian boy from Doctor H'heelocFs college, intending to 
land him about thirty miles this side of St. John's, who are 
taken by a scout of the enemy, and held prisoners. 



GOVERNOUR TRCMBUJ.L TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Lebanon, August 4, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the 22d u.lt., enclosing a copy from 
the Minutes, in Congress, July 19th, 1775, is received. 

I wrote the 31st July to General Washington, that I had 
not been informed of any deficiencies in the number of 
Troops sent from this Colony, and informed him that 
orders were given the 25th July last to the Colonels of the 
last raised Regiments, consisting of fourteen hundred men 
to march forthwith, to the camp before Boston. Ope of 
thern marched this week, the other will follow very soon. 

I gratefully acknowledge the appointment of Mr. Joseph 
Trumbull to be Commissary-General to the American 
Army. The performance of his duty, answerable to expect- 
ation, will meet your approbation, and afford me peculiar 
satisfaction. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your obedient 
humble servant, - Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable President HancocJc. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. ' 
[Read before Congress September 13, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, August 4, 1775. 

Sir: I am to acknowledge the receipt of your favour 
of the 24th July, accompanied by two hundred and eighty- 
four commissions, which are yet much short of the neces- 
sary number. I am much honoured by the confidence 
reposed in me of appointing the several officers recom- 
mended in mine of the 10th ultimo, and shall endeavour 
to select such persons as are best qualified to fill those im- 
portant posts. General Thomas has accepted his commis- 
sion, and I have heard nothing of his retirement since, so 
that I suppose he is satisfied. - , 

In the renewal of these commissions some difficulties 
occur, in which I should be glad to know the pleasure of 
the honourable Congress. The General Officers of the 
Massachusetts have Regiments; those of Connecticut 
have both Regiments and Companies, and the other 
Field-Officers have Companies each. From Rhode-Island 
the General Officer has no Regiment, but the Field-Offi- 
cers have Companies, But I do not find they have, or 
expect pay under more than one commission. Should the 
commissions now to be delivered supersede these different 
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■ establishments, there will be a distinction between General 
anil Field-OfBcers of the same rank. In order to put 
Neiv-Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Rhode-Island, upon 
a li(ie_wi]Ji.(^^et/icu<, it would be necessary to dismiss 
a frdmber, of jjfficers in possession of commissions, without 
arjy fault of theirs; on the other hand, to bring the Con- 
ftZclicut Generals and Field-Officers to the same scale with 
the others, will add to the number of officers, and may be 
agejp r ejd.incpnsistent with the terms on which they entered 
|titp the service, although you add nothing to the expense, 
gxcepf in the article of provisions. Upon the whole, it is 
a case which 1 would wish the honourable Congress to con- 
sider and .determine. Colonel Gridley, of this Province, 
who is at. the. head of the Artillery, has the rank of Major- 
General from the Provincial Congress. Will it be proper 
to renew his commission here in the same manner? It is 
proper here to remark, that in this case he will take rank 
of ajl. the Brigadiers-General and even the Majors-General 
whose commissions are subsequent in date, and can answer 
no good purpose, but may be productive of many bad con- 
sequences. 

These are matters of some importance, but I am em- 
barrassed with a difficulty of a superiour kind. The esti- 
mate made in Congress supposed all the Regiments to be 
formed, upon one establishment ; but they are different in 
different Provinces, and even vary in the same Province in 
some particulars. In Massachusetts some Regiments have 
ten Companies, others eleven. The establishment of the 
former is five hundred and ninety men, officers included ; 
of the latter, six hundred and forty-nine. The establish- 
ment of Rhode-Island and New-Hampshire is five hun- 
dred and ninety to a Regiment, officers included. Con- 
necticut has one thousand men to a Regiment. Should 
the Massachusetts Regiments be completed, with the new 
levies from Rhode-Island and Connecticut, and the rifle- 
men, the number will exceed twenty-two thousand. If 
they should not be completed, as each Regiment is fully 
officered, there will be a heavy expense to the publick, 
without an adequate service. The reduction of some of 
them seems to be necessary, and yet is a matter of much 
delicacy as we are situated. I most earnestly request it 
may be taken into immediate consideration, and the time 
and mode qf doing it pointed out by tiie honourable Con- 
gress. By an estimate I have made from the General Re- 
turn, when the new levies arrive, and the Regiments are 
completed, there will be 24,450 men on the pay and pro- 
vision of the United Colonies. Some of the recruiting 
officers, who have been out on that service, have returned 
with very little success ; so that we may safely conclude, 
the number of 2,064, now wanting to complete, will rather 
increase than diminish. There are the Regiment of Ar- 
tillery, consisting of 493 men, and one under Colonel Ser- 
geant, who has not received any commission, although he 
had orders to raise a Regiment from the Provincial Con- 
gress here, which are not included in the above estimate. 
This last Regiment consists of 234 men, by the last return, 
but a Company has since joined. By adverting to the 
General Return, which I have the honour of enclosing, 
(No. 1,) it will be seen what Regiments are most defi- 
cient. 

If the Congress does not choose to point out the partic- 
ular Regiments, but the Provinces in which the reduction 
is to lie made, the several Congresses and Assemblies may 
be the, proper channels to conduct the business, which I 
should also conceive the most advisable, from their better 
acquaintance with the merits, terms, and time of service of 
the respective officers. Reducing some Regiments, and 
with the privates thereof filling up others, would certainly 
be the best method of accomplishing this work, if it were 
practicable ; but the experiment is dangerous, as the Mas- 
sachusetts men, under the privilege of choosing their own 
officers^ do not conceive themselves bound, if these officers 
are disbanded. 

As General Gage is making preparations for winter, by 
contracting for quantities of coal, it will suggest to us the 
propriety of extending our views to that season. I have 
directed that such huts as have been lately made of boards, 
should be done in such a manner that, if necessary, they 
may serve for covering during the winter. But I need 
not enlarge upon the variety of necessities, such as cloth- 
ing, fuel, he, (both exceedingly scarce, and difficult to 



be procured,) which that season must bring with it, if the 
Army, or any considerable part of it, is to remain embo- 
died. From the inactivity 61* the enemy, since the arrival 
of their whole re-enforcement, their continual addition to 
their lines, and many other circumstances, I am inclined to 
think, that finding us so well prepared to receive them, the 
plan of operations is varied, and they mean, by regular 
approaches, to bombard us out of our present line of de- 
fence, or are waiting in expectation that the Colonies must 
sink under the weight of the expense, or the prospect 
of a winter's campaign, to discourage the troops so as to 
break up our Army. If they have not some such expect- 
ations, the issue of which they are determined to wait, I 
cannot account for the delay, when their strength is lessened 
every day by sickness, desertions, and little skirmishes. 

Of these last, we have had only two worthy of notice. 
Having some reason to suspect they were extending their 
lines at Charlestown, I last Saturday evening ordered some 
of the riflemen down to make a discovery, or bring off a 
prisoner. They were accidentally discovered sooner than 
they expected, by the guard coming to relieve, and obliged 
to fire upon them ; we have reason to believe they killed 
several. They brought in two prisoners, whose account, 
confirmed by some other circumstances, removed my sus- 
picions in part. Since that time we have, on each side, 
drawn in our sentries, and there have been scattering fires 
along the line. This evening we have heaT<Lpf three Cap- 
tains who have been taken off by the riflemen, and one 
killed by a cannon shot from Roxbury, besides several pri- 
vates ; but as the intelligence is not direct, I only mention 
it as a report which deserves credit. 

The other happened at the Light-house: A number of 
workmen having been sent down to. repair it, with a guard 
of twenty-two Marines, and a Subaltern, Major Tupper, 
last Monday morning about two o'clock, landed there with 
about three hundred men ; attacked them ; killed the offi- 
cer and four privates ; but being detained by the tide, in 
his return he was attacked by several boats, hut he happily 
got through with the loss of one man tilled, and another 
wounded ; the remainder of the Ministerial troops, three 
of whom are badly wounded, he brought off prisoners, 
with ten Tories; all of whom are on their way to Spring- 
field Jail. The riflemen in this skirmish lost one man, 
who, we hear, is a prisoner in Boston Jail. The enemy, 
in return, endeavoured to surprise our guard at Roxbury ; 
but they being apprized of it by a deserter, had time to 
prepare for it ; but, by some negligence or misconduct in 
the officer of the guard, they burnt the George Tavern, 
on the neck, and have every day since been cannonading 
us from their lines, both at Roxbury and Charlestown, but 
with no other effect than. the loss; of two men. On our 
part, except straggling fires from the small-arms about the 
lines, which we endeavour to restrain, we have made little 
or no return. 

Our situation in the article of powder, is much more 
alarming than I had the most distant idea of. Having de- 
sired a return to be made out, on my arrival, of the ammu- 
nition, I found 303J barrels of powder mentioned as in 
the store ; hut on ordering a new supply of cartridges yes- 
terday, I was informed, to my very great astonishment, 
that there were no more than thirty-six barrels of the Mas- 
sachusetts store ; which, with the stock of Rhode-Island, 
New-Hampshire, and Connecticut, makes 9,937 pounds — 
not more than nine rounds a man. As there had been no 
consumption of powder since, that could in any degree 
account for such a deficiency, I was very particular in my 
inquiries, and found that the Committee of Supplies, not 
being sufficiently acquainted with the nature of a return, 
or misapprehending my request, sent in an account of all 
the ammunition which had been collected by the Province, 
so that the report included not only what was on hand, but 
what had been spent. Upon discovering this mistake, I 
immediately went up to confer with the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives upon some measures to obtain a 
supply from the neighbouring Townships, in such a man- 
ner as might prevent our poverty being known ^ as it is a 
secret of too great consequence to be divulged in: the Gen- 
eral Court, some individual of which might, perhaps, indis- 
creetly suffer it to escape him, so as }o find its way to the 
enemy; the consequences of which are terrible even in idea. 
I shall also write to the Governours of Rhode-Island and 
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Connecticut, and the Committee of Safety of New-Hamp- 
shire, on this subject, urging, in the most forcible terms, 
the necessity of an immediate supply, if in their power. 
I need not enlarge on our melancholy situation ; it is suffi- 
cient, that the existence of the Army, and the salvation of 
the Country, depend upon something being done for our 
relief, both speedy and effectual, and that our situation be 
kept a profound secret. 

In the enclosures (Nos. 2 and 3) I send the allowance 
of provisions, &c, made by the Provinces of Connecticut 
and Massachusetts ; the mode and quantity are different 
from what has fallen within my experience, and I am con- 
fident must prove very wasteful and expensive. If any 
alteration can be safely made, (which I much doubt,) there 
might be a great saving to the publick. 

A gentleman of my family, assisted by a deserter, who 
has some skill in fortification, has, by my direction, sketch- 
ed out two draughts of our respective lines, at Charlestown 
and Roxbury, which, with the explanations, will convey 
some idea of our situation, and I hope prove acceptable to 
the members of the honourable Congress. They are the 
enclosures Nos. 4 and 5. 

Since I had the honour of addressing you last, I have 
been applied to, by a Committee of the General Court, 
for a detachment of the Army, to protect the inhabitants 
of the eastern parts of this Province from some appre- 
hended depredations on their coasts. I could have wished 
to have complied with their request, but after due consi- 
deration, and consulting the General Officers, together with 
those members of Congress who are here, I thought it my 
duty to excuse myself. The application, and my answer, 
are the enclosures Nos. 6 and 7, which Lhope will be ap- 
proved by the honourable Congress. Since I began this 
letter, the original, of which the enclosure No. 8 is a copy, 
fell into my hands. As the writer is a person of some 
note in Boston, and it contains some advices of importance 
not mentioned by others, I thought proper to forward it as I 
received it. By comparing the handwriting with another 
letter, it appears the writer is one Belcher Noyes, a person 
probably known to some of the Gentlemen Delegates from 
this Province, who can determine from his principles and 
character what credit is due to him. 

The Army is now formed into three Grand Divisions, 
under the command of the Generals Ward, Lee, and Put- 
nam; each Division into two Brigades, consisting of about 
six Regiments each, commanded by Generals Thomas and 
Spencer at Roxbury, Heath at Cambridge, Sullivan and 
Greene at Winter-Hill. By this you will please to ob- 
serve, there is a deficiency of one Brigadier-General, occa- 
sioned by Mr. Pomeroy's not acting under his commission, 
which I beg may be filled up as soon as possible. I ob- 
serve the honourable Congress have also favoured me with 
the appointment of three Brigade-Majors; I presume they 
have, or intend to appoint the rest soon, as they cannot be 
unacquainted that one is necessary to each Brigade, and in 
a newly raised Army it will be an office of great duty and 
service. 

General Gage has at length liberated the people of Bos- 
ton, who land in numbers at Chelsea every day; the terms 
on which the passes are granted, as to money, effects, and 
provisions, correspond with Mr. Noyes's letter. We have 
several reports that General Gage is dismantling Castle 
William, and bringing all the cannon up to Town ; but 
upon a very particular inquiry, accounts are so various that 
I cannot ascertain the truth of it. 

I am sorry to be under a necessity of making such fre- 
quent examples among the officers, when a sense of hon- 
our, and the interest of their Country, might be expected 
to make punishment unnecessary. Since my last, Captain 
Parker, of Massachusetts, for frauds, both in pay and pro- 
visions, and Captain Gardiner, of Rhode- Island, for cow- 
ardice, in running away from his guard on an alarm, have 
been broke. As nothing can be more fatal to an army 
than crimes of this kind, I am determined, by every mo- 
tive of reward and punishment, to prevent them in future. 

On the first instant, a Chief of the Caughnawaga Tribe, 
who lives about six miles from Montreal, came in here, 
accompanied by a Colonel Bayley, of Cohos. His ac- 
count of the temper and disposition of the Indians are 
very favourable. He says they have been strongly solicit- 
ed by Govemour Curleton to engage against us, but his 



Nation is totally averse; threats, as well as entreaties, have 
been used without effect; that the Canadians are well dis- 
posed to the English Colonies, and if any expedition is 
meditated against Canada, the Indians in that quarter will 
give all their assistance. I have endeavoured to cherish 
these favourable dispositions, and have recommended to 
him to cultivate them on his return; what I have said 
I enforced with a present, which I understood would be 
agreeable to him; and, as he is represented to be a man of 
weight and consequence in his own tribe, I flatter myself 
his visit will have a good effect. His accounts of Govem- 
our Carlclon's force and situation at St. John's, correspond 
with what we have already had from that quarter. 

The accession of Georgia to the measures of the Con- 
gress is a happy event, and must give a sincere pleasure to 
every friend of America. 

August 5. — We have accounts this morning of two ex- 
plosions at the Castle, so that, its destruction may now be 
supposed certain. I have this morning been alarmed with 
an information that two gentlemen from Philadelphia, Mr. 
Hitchbourn and Captain White, with letters for General 
Lee and myself, have been taken by Captain Ayscough at 
Rhode-Island, the letters intercepted and sent forward to 
Boston with the bearers as prisoners; that the Captain 
exulted much in the discoveries he had made, and my in- 
formant, who was also in the boat, but released, understood 
them to be letters of consequence. I have, therefore, des- 
patched the express immediately back, though 1 had before 
resolved to detain him till Fessenden's return. I shall be 
anxious, till I am relieved from the suspense I am in, as to 
the contents of those letters. It is exceedingly unfortu- 
nate that gentlemen should choose to travel the only road 
on which there is danger. Let the event of this be what 
it will, I hope it will serve as a general caution against 
trusting any letters that way in future. 

Nothing of consequence has occurred in the camp these 
two days. The inhabitants of Boston continue coming 
out at Chelsea, but under a new restriction, that no men 
shall come out without special license; which is refused 
to all mechanicks, since the Tory labourers were taken at 
the Light-house. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient, obliged, 
and very humble servant, Go. Washington. 

[No. 1.] 
General Return of the Army of the United Colonies, 
commanded by His Excellency George Washington, 
Esquire, General and Commander-in-Chief. 

Head-Quarters at Cambridge, July 29, 1775. 

Massachusetts-Bay Regiments 26, and 4 Independent 
Companies ; Connecticut Regiments 3 ; New-Hampshire 
Regiments 3 ; Rhode-Island Regiments 3. 

Total of present Commissioned Officers : 30 Colonels 
31 Lieutenant-Colonels, 35 Majors, 289 Captains, 511 
Lieutenants, 73 Ensigns. 

Total of present Staff Officers: 14 Chaplains, 34 Adju- 
tants, 35 Quartermasters, 35 Surgeons, 30 Mates. 

Total of Non-Commissioned Officers: 1,202 Sergeants, 
612 Drums and Fifes. 

Rank and File present fit for duty 13,899; sick present 
1,330; sick absent 690: on furlough 287; on command 
692. Total Rank and File 16,898. 

Wanting to complete : 124 Sergeants, 105 Drums and 
Fifes, 2,079 Privates. 

Hokatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 

N. B. Colonel Sergeant's Regiment not included in the 
above Return. 

[No. 2.] 
In Provincial Congress, Watertown, June 10, 1775. 

Resolved, That each Soldier in the Massachusetts Army 
shall have the following allowance per day, viz: 

Article 1. One pound of Bread. 

Article 2. Half a pound of Beef, and half a pound of 
Pork, and if Pork cannot be had, one pound and a quarter 
of Beef; and one day in seven, they^hall have one pound 
and one : quarter of salt Fish, instead of one day's allow- 
ance of meat. 

Article 3. One pint of Milk, or, if Milk cannot be had, 
one gill of Rice. 
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Article 4. One quart of good spruce or malt Beer. 
' Article 5. One gill of Peas, or Beans, or other sauce 
equivalent. 

Article 6. Sis ounces of good Butter per week. 
Article 7. One pound of good common Soap for six 
men per week. 

Article 8. Half a pint of Vinegar per week per man, if 
it can be had. JosEpH WarreN) Pres i dent . 

Samuel Freeman, Secretary. 



Attest : 



tNo. 3.] 



of the 
eleven 



The Order and Direction from the General Assembly of 
the Colony of Connecticut to their Commissary, for 
issuing Provisions to the Troops by them raised for the 
defence of their rights antfpriviieges. — May, "1775. 

Three-quarters _or.a pound of Pork, or one pound of 
Beef, per diem ; Fish three times per week. 
, One pound of Bread or Flour per diem. 
: 'Three pints of Beer per diem, or Spruce sufficient, and 
nine gallons of Molasses to a Company per week. 

Half a pint of Rice, or one pint of Meal ; six ounces 
of Buttery three pirijs of Peas, or Beans, per weejt. 
: 'One pint of Milk per diem. : 

Tjiree pounds of Candles to a Company per week. 
Twenty-four pounds of Soap, or four Shillings' worth, to 
a Company per week. 

Vinegar, two gallons per Company per week. 
Chocolate, six pounds per Company per week. 
Sugar, three pounds per Company per week. 
_."* i "" iJ! Ojie gill of Rum per man, on fatigue days only. 
W~ h ^Provision made for the Hospital at discretion 
- /* Physicians and Surgeons. 

~ The Rations" will cost — when Pork is issued, 
pence per diem ; when fresh Be,ef, ten pence." 

[No. 6.] 
In House of Representatives, July 29, 1775. 

Resolved, That Doctor Cnarch, Mr. Woodhridge, and 
Mr. Sewall, with such as the honourable Board shall join, 
be a Committee to wait on his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, and inform him of the distressed situation of the 
inhabitants of the eastern parts of this Colony, and know 
of him if he can, consistent with his instructions and the 
general service, order a detachment there to prevent the 
enemy from ravaging the country, and plundering (lie in- 
habitants of their cattle, sheep, wood, &tc, to supply them- 
selves. 

Sent up for concurrence. Jas. Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, July 2!), 1775. ... 

Read and concurred, and Colonel Otis and Mr. Sever 
is joined. Attest : 

Perez Morton, Secretary pro tern. 

[No. 7. J 

Camp at Cambridge, July 31, 1775. 

Sir: I have considered the application made me yester- 
day from the General Court, with all the attention due to the 
situation of the people in whose behalf it is made, and the 
respect due to such a recommendation. 

Upon referring to my instructions, and consulting with 
those members of Congress who are present, as well as 
the General Officers, they all agree that it would not be 
consistent with my duty to detach any part of the Army 
now here on any particular Provincial service. It has been 
debated in Congress, and settled, that the Militia, or other 
internal strength of each Province, is to be applied for de- 
fence against those small and particular depredations which 
were to be expected, and to which they were supposed to 
be competent. This will appear the more proper, when 
it is considered that every Town, and indeed every part of 
our sea-coast which is exposed to these depredations, would 
have an equal claim upon this Army. It is the misfortune 
of our situation which exposes us to these ravages, against 
which, in my judgment, no such temporary relief would 
possibly secure us. The great advantage the enemy has 
~~ of transporting troops, by being masters of the sea, will 
enable them to harass us by diversions of this kind ; and 
should we be tempted to pursue them upon every alarm, 



the Army must either be so weakened as to expose it to 
destruction, or a great part of the coast be still left unpro- 
tected. Nor, indeed, does it appear to me that such a 
pursuit would be attended with the least effect. The first 
notice of such an incursion, would be its actual execution, 
and long before any troops could reach the scene of action, 
the enemy would have an opportunity to accomplish their 
purpose and retire. 

It would give me great pleasure to have it in my power 
to extend protection and safety to every individual ; but the 
wisdom of the General Court will anticipate me in the 
necessity of conducting our operations on a general and im- 
partial scale, so as to exclude any just cause of complaint 
and jealousy. 

I beg, Sir, you will do me the honour to communicate 
these sentiments to the General Court, and to apologize for 
my involuntary delay, as we were alarmed this morning by 
the enemy, and my time taken up with giving the necessary- 
directions. 

I shall be happy in every opportunity of showing my 
very great respect and regard lor the General Court of 
Massachusetts-Bay, and am, Sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, 

[No. 8.] 

Boston, August 1, 1775. 

My Dear Son : Have received no letter from you since 
May 27, which I duly answered 3d June, by Mr. Wail. 
I wrote you May 25, both of which I hope came safe.lo 
your hands. Since tbeHattle at Charlestown some conjec- 
ture the destruction of this Town is intended, for what pur- 
pose caoit determine. We are now got to the beginning of 
August, and nothing turns up in favour of America. The 
general talk now is, that the English Troops are going to 
leave this Town. This seems evident, from several things 
that are, taking place, viz : General Gage's family are going 
to England; Messrs. Auchmuty, Sewall, foe, and others 
^of thai stamp, are going, some to England and elsewhere. 
TTm pretty confident the Army can't be supported in this 
Town the ensuing winter. Provisions scarce and bad ; no 
fuel nor money. People are jealous they will plunder 
and demolish the Town when they go off. Last week 
there was a notification posted up, that all those who were 
desirous to leave the Town, to give in their names to James 
Urquhart, Town-Major ; and in two days time upwards of 
two thousand entered their names, and passes are now 
granted, with this addition to the former restriction, viz : no 
plate of any kind, nor more money than five Pounds steiling. 
The route is by way of Winnisimit. Several have gone 
off, by which means I have an opportunity of writing you. 
I have it in my mind to go to Mr. Little's, at Newtnry, 
in case I can accomplish it. I shall place somebody in the 
house, in order to secure your effects, which I wish you 
had taken with you, or disposed of them before you went 
away. I have been jealous they will be seized, for they 
have served several persons that have left the Town after 
this sort. This has given me great anxiety. On the re- 
ceipt of this, endeavour to write me your mind. Mr. Welles, 
the mason, lives at Chelsea, by which means a letter may 
be conveyed ; be cautious what you write. This will facili- 
tate my intentions, and if you want any thing to be sent 
among our things, it can be done. I shall depend on your 
assistance and advice. If I can go to Newbury through 
Andover, will call and see you in our way. Not knowing 
where Captain Little may be, I write him, and enclose 
you to forward, which I desire you to do with all speed. 

The _dysentary has prevailed in this Town, and been 
very mortal, especially among children, also among the 
soldiers, of whom near thirty are buried in a week, as the 
sextons say. Doctor Byles, Senior, buried his wife last 
Wednesday. No bells are permitted to toll for any fune- 
rals, on account of the sickness and mortality among the 
soldiers, Out of ninety officers wounded, above half have 
died; several persons of figure and character, viz: one 
Colonel and three Majors. There is no harmony. 

Lately arrived a vessel from New-Providence, by which 
I heard of your brother's welfare, but no letter. Others 
inform.me he is in a poor state of health, and inclined to 
a consumption ; have wrote him several letters by vessels 
lately gone for provisions for the Army and Navy. I am 
fearful what I .'shall' hear from him. My determination 
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depends on hearing from you, which I desire may be as 
soon as possible. I intend to propose to Mr. Keif, or some 
other suitable person, to take the house, in case I leave 
Boston. Shall take the best care ] can of your furniture, 
' but if the Town is to be demolished, it will be needless. 
The custom of the shop has been but trifling ; some days 
scarce a penny. The Light-House was burnt, as it is said, 
by order of the Continental Congress, and in return for 
that compliment, they are dismounting Castle William — I 
believe for want of men to defend it. Since April 19, 
there have died of the Army, including what were slain in 
battle, June 17, near two thousand five hundred, so that 
what Troops have arrived will not make good their loss. 
But 1 dare not enlarge. Our anxiety at times has been 
great for you as well as ourselves. We constantly bear you 
on our minds, and remember you in our prayers to Al- 
mighty God, and hope the best of covenant blessings will 
be the portion for you and your consort. 

We are your affectionate, B. N. A. 

Died in the Town, June 5, John Borland, Esq. ; June 
22, Eliakim Hutchinson, Esq., of the small-pox ; July 
12, Philip Cooke; July 14, John Cotton, Esq., Deputy 
Secretary; July 23, wife of Doctor Byles, Sen., Ruth Bul- 
Jinch, 79, Andrew Faneuil Phillips. 

P. S. Since I finished this letter, passes are denied to 
men, without special leave. 
Seal the enclosed, and forward. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 28, 1775. 
(Parole, Cumberland.) (Countersign, Brtoklmc.) 

The Surgeons o(Learned's, Heath's Little's, Phinney's, 
and Parsons's Regiments, having neglected to deliver in 
the returns of the sick of their respective Regiments to 
the Adjutant-General, these returns to be delivered forth- 
with, and the Surgeons of those Corps are to be more exact 
in their obedience to orders. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 29, 1775. 
(Parole, Dartmouth.) (Countersign, Corke.) 

A Sergeant and six men to parade at the Head-Quarters 
at eleven o'clock, to escort certain prisoners and deserters 
to Worcester. This party to be victualed for this day and 
to-morrow. The Sergeant will receive his orders from the 
Adjutant-General. 

Mr. Benjamin Whiting, tried by a Court of Inquiry, 
ordered in the General Orders of the 27th instant, whereof 
Lieutenant-Colonel James Brichatt was President. The 
Court haying maturely considered theevidence for and 
against the prisoner, as well as what the prisoner had to 
offer in his defence, are of opinion that the prisoner is not 
guilty of the crime laid to his charge, and do therefore ac- 
quit the prisoner. The General therefore orders the prisoner 
to be released. 

James McDaniel, tried by a General Court-Martial, 
whereof Colonel Glover was President, for " forging an 
order of Gen. Putnam's to obtain a quart of rum, and for 
abusive language to Col. Gridley," and ordered to receive 
twenty lashes. The General confirms the sentence, and 
orders it to be executed after prayer-time to-morrow. 

James Foster, of Captain Butler's Company, in Colonel 
Nixon's Regiment, tried by the same General Court-Mar- 
tial, for " robbing Doctor Foster, Surgeon of the General 
Hospital." Found guilty of the charge; is sentenced to 
receive thirty-nine lashes, and suffer one month's fatigue. 
The General approves the sentence, and orders it to be put 
in execution at the head of the Regiment, after prayer- 
time to-morrow morning. 

William Winslow, of Captain Perkins's Company of 
Artillery, tried by the same Court-Martial for " stealing a 
cannon cartridge of powder," is acquitted. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, July 30, 1775. 
(Parole, Ejkx.) ('Countersign, Dublin.) 

William Tudor, Esq., being appointed Judge- Advocate 
of the Continental Army, he is, in all things relative to his 
office, to be acknowledged and obeyed as such. 

The Drummers and Fifers of the Regiment in and about 
Cambridge, are to be ordered constantly to attend the 
Drum and Fife-Major, at the usual hours, for instruction. 
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Head.Quartors, Cambridge, July 31, 1775. 
(Parole, Falkland.) (Countersign, Edenton.) 

The Continental Congress having been pleased to appoint 
Joseph Trumbull, Esq., to be Commissary-General to the 
Army of the United Colonies, all Commissaries heretofore 
appointed by any of the distinct Colony Congresses, or by 
particular authority of any particular District or Colony, 
are forthwith to make an exact return of the Provisions, 
and all the different species of Provisions they have in or 
near the Camps at Cambridge and Roxbury. Thereupon, 
Commissary -General Trumbull, being assured by the report 
of his Clerk, Assistant, or from his own examination, that 
such return is just and true, is to give his receipt for the 
quantity delivered into his hands, which receipt will be a 
good voucher in the passing the account of the different 
Colony Commissaries heretofore appointed, and will be 
allowed as such. 

The Commissaries at present appointed by the several 
Colonies are forthwith to make up their accounts unto the 
3d of August, inclusive, ready to be laid before the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and by him transmitted to the Continen- 
tal Congress, or to be adjusted and finally settled by him, 
as the Continental Congress shall think proper to direct. 

A Return, signed by the Commanding Officers of Regi- 
ments and Corps, to be delivered to the Adjutant-General 
to-morrow morning, at general orderly time, of the names, 
ranks, and dates of the Officers' Commissions in their re- 
spective Regiments and Corps, mentioning also the vacan- 
cies, and how occasioned. 

A General Court-Martial to sit immediately to try Capt. 
Christopher Gardner, of Colonel Varnum's Regiment, for 
" cowardice, abandoning his post, and deserting his men." 
All evidences and persons concerned to attend the Court. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 1, 1775, 
(Parole, Gibraltar.) (Countersign, Tairfield.) 

The General thanks Major Tupper, and the Officers and 
Soldiers under his command, for their gallant and soldier- 
like behaviour in possessing themselves of the enemy's post 
at the Light-House, and for the number of prisoners they 
took there ; and doubts not but the Continental Army will 
be as famous for their mercy as for their valour. 

Two Subalterns, two Sergeants, one Drum, and thirty 
rank and file, to parade at Head-Quarters at noon, to escort 
the prisoners to Worcester. The Commanding Officer 
will receive his orders from the Adjutant-General. 

For the satisfaction of all concerned, the General directs 
the following Resolution of the Legislature of this Colony 
to be inserted in General Orders, viz.: 

" In House of Representatives, Watertown, July 29, 1775. 

" Whereas, sundry complaints have been made by some 
of the Soldiers raised by this Colony, that they have not 
received the allowance pay of forty Shillings, agreeable to 
the Resolution of the Provincial Congress : Therefore, 

"Resolved, That a Committee be appointed forthwith 
to apply to the Colonels of the several Regiments raised 
by the Colony, and to the Mustermasters and Paymasters 
in the Camp at Cambridge and Roxbury, and obtain of 
them a complete list of the Non-commissioned Officers and 
Soldiers in their respective Regiments, distinguishing those 
that have been mustered and paid from those that have not, 
that such methods may be pursued as shall remove all just 
ground of complaint. Read, and 

''Ordered, That Colonel Cushing and Mr. Webster, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Com- 
mittee for the purpose above-mentioned. 
■" Sent up for concurrence. 

" James Warren, Speaker." 

" In Council, read and concurred, and Colonel Lincoln 
is joined. 

" Albt. P. Morton, Secretary." 

The Officers commanding Massachusetts Regiments will 
pay all due attention to the foregoing Resolution. 

One man a Company, to be appointed a Camp-ColouT- 
man from every Company in every Regiment in the Army, 
whose particular duty it must be to attend the Quartermas- 
ter and Quarterndaster-Sergeant, to sweep the streets of 
their respective encampments; to fill up the old necessary 
houses, and dig new ones ; to bury all offal, filth, and nasti- 
ness, that may poison or infect the health of the Troops; 
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and the Quartermasters are to be answerable to their Com- 
manding Officers for a strict observance of this Order ; and 
by persevering in the constant and unremitted execution 
thereof, remove that odious reputation which (with but too 
much reason) has stigmatized the character of American 
Troops. The Colonels and Commanding Oflicers of Re- 
giments are to be answerable to the General for all due 
obedience to this Order. 

The General, finding it is not uncustomary for Officers 
to take the liberty of absenting themselves from Camp 
without leave, and going home: For the future, any Offi- 
cer' found guilty of so glaring an offence against all order 
and discipline, and setting so had an example to the Non- 
commissioned Officers and Soldiers under their command, 
such Officer or Officers so offending, may depend upon 
being punished with the utmost severity. 

Lest the late successes against the enemy should occa- 
sion any relaxation in the alertness of the Troops, the 
General recommends it in the strongest manner to all the 
Officers and Soldiers of tlie Continental Army, to be the 
mbrfi vigilant in their duty, and watchful of the enemy, as 
they certainly will take every advantage of any supineness 
on cn.IT part. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 2, 1775. 
(Parole, Halifax.) (Countersign, Geneva.) 

Captain Oliver Parker, of Colonel Prescoit's Regiment, 
tried by a General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Glover 
was President, for " defrauding his men of their advance 
pay, and by false returns imposing upon the Commissary, 
and drawing more rations than he had men in his Compa- 
ny, and selling the provisions he by that means obtained," 
h by the Court found guilty of the whole charge against 
him, and sentenced to be cashiered, mulcted of all his pay, 
and rendered incapable of future service. 

Captain Christopher Gardner, of Colonel Varnum's Re- 
giment, in the Rhode-Island Brigade, tried by a General 
Cqurf-Martial, whereof Colonel Thomas Church was Presi- 
dent, " for deserting his post," is found guilty of the crime, 
and unanimously sentenced to be cashiered, as incapable 
of serving his country in any military capacity. 

The General approves both the above sentences, and 
orders the Commanding Officers of the Regiments to see 
the prisoners dismissed the Army. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 3, 1775. 
(Parole, Ireland.) (Countersign, Hartford.) 

When any plunder is taken from the enemy, (not ex- 
cepted by the Continental Articles of War,) such plunder 
must be all surrendered to the Commanding Officer ; and 
as soon as convenient, after his arrival at Head-Quarters, 
pubiick notice must be made that an auction will be held 
in the front of the encampment, for the sale thereof the 
next day at noon ; and the money arising therefrom is to 
be equally divided between the officers and men that took 
i.t,^ This Order is not to be construed to extend to permit- 
ting unlawful and irregular plundering, as any Officer or 
Soldier who shall be found guilty thereof, will be punished 
with the greatest severity. 

All the, Armourers belonging to any of the Regiments in 
ihe three Brigades posted in the lines, or in Cambridge, 
and tho=;e employed in the Artillery, to be at Head-Quar- 
ters by eight o'clock to-morrow morning, and none will be 
entitled to any pay hereafter who does not attend at that 
time. 

Hoad-Quarters, Cambridge, August 4, 1775. 
(Parole, Lonthn.) (Countersign, Ireland.) 

It is .with indignation and shame the General observes, 
that notwitTistanding the repeated orders which have been 
given to prevent the firing of guns in and about camp, it is 
dally and hourly practised ; that, contrary to all orders, 
straggling soldiers do still pass the guards and fire at a dis- 
tance, Where there is not the least probability of hurting the 
elieffiy, and where no other end is answered but to waste am- 
munition, expose themselves to, the ridicule of the enemy, 
and keep their own camps harassed by frequent and con- 
tinual alarms, to the hurt of every good soldier, who is 
thereby disturbed of his natural rest, and will at length never 
lie able to distinguish between a real and a false alarm. 



For these reasons, it is in the most peremptory manner 
forbid any person or persons whatsoever, under any pre- 
tence, to pass the out-guards, unless authorized by the 
Commanding Officer of that part of the lines, signified in 
writing, which must be shown to the officer of the guard 
as they pass. Any person offending in this particular, will 
be considered in no other light than as a common enemy; 
and the guards will have orders to fire upon them as such, 
The Commanding Officer of every Regiment is to direct 
that every man in his Regiment is made acquainted with 
these orders, to the end that no one may plead ignorance, 
and that all may be apprised of the consequence of dis- 
obedience. 

The Colonels of Regiments, and Commanding Officers 
of Corps to order the rolls of every Company to be called 
twice a day, and every man's ammunition examined at 
evening roll-calling ; and such as are found deficient, to be 
confined. 

The Guards are to apprehend all persons firing guns 
near their posts, whether Townsmen or Soldiers. 

MINUTE Or COUNCIL OF WAR. 

At a Council held at Cambridge, Head-Quarters, Aygust 
3, 1775. Present: 

His Excellency General Washington, Major-Generals 
Ward, Lee, and Putnam; Brigadier-Generals Thomas, 
Heath, Spencer, Sullivan, Greene, Gates. 

The General communicated sundry Letters respecting 
the state of Ammunition, which appears to be far short of 
the return made some time ago ; and having explained in 
what manner the mistake had happened, desired the opin- 
ion and advice of the Generals present on this subject. 

Upon the returns now made, the whole stock of the 
Army at Roxbury and Cambridge, and the adjacent posts, 
consists of ninety barrels, or thereabouts. It was proposed 
to make an attempt on the Magazine at Halifax, where 
there is reason to suppose there is a great quantity of Pow- 
der ; and upon the question being severally put, it was 
agreed to by a great majority; and that the detachment 
for this enterprise consist of three hundred men ; also, 
to endeavour to collect a supply from the neighbouring 
Provinces of Neu'-Hampshire, Rhode-Island, and Con- 
necticut. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 4, 1775. 

Sir : I was yesterday favoured with yours of the 31st of 
July. We have yet no certain account of the fleet which 
sailed out of Boston the 25th ; but if our conjecture and 
information are just, we may expect to hear of it every 
hour. I am now, Sir, in strict confidence, to acquaint you, 
that our necessities in the articles of powder and lead are 
so great, as to require an immediate supply. I must earn- 
estly entreat you will fall upon some measure to forward 
every pound of each in the Colony which can possibly be 
spared. It is not within the propriety or safety of such a 
correspondence, to say what I might upon this subject ; it 
is sufficient that the case calls loudly for the most strenuous 
exertions of every friend of his country, and does not admit 
of the least delay. No quantity, however small, is beneath 
notice, and should any arrive, I beg it may be forwarded 
as soon as possible ; but a supply of this kind is so preca- 
rious, not only from the danger of the enemy but the oppor- 
tunity of purchasing, that I have revolved in my mind every 
other possible chance, and listened to every proposition on 
the subject which could give the smallest hope. Among 
others, 1 have had one mentioned which has some weight 
with me as well as the General Officers to whom I have 
proposed it. One Harris is lately come from Bermuda, 
where there is a very considerable magazine of powder in 
a remote part of the island, and the inhabitants well dis- 
posed, not only to our cause in general, but to assist in the 
enterprise in particular. We understand there are two 
armed vessels in your Province, commanded by men of 
known activity and spirit, one of which it is proposed to 
despatch on this errand, with such other assistance as may 
be requisite. Harris is to go along as the conductor of 
the enterprise, and to avail ourselves of his knowledge of 
the island, but without any command. I am very sensible 
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that at first view the project ttfay appear hazardous, and its 
success must depend on the concurrence of many circum- 
stances ; but we are in a situation which requires us to run 
all risks ; no danger is to be considered when put in com- 
petition with the magnitude of (he cause, and the absolute 
necessity we are under of increasing our stock. Enter- 
prises which appear chimerical, often prove successful from 
that very circumstance. Common sense and prudence 
will suggest vigilance and care, when the danger is plain 
and obvious ; but when little danger is apprehended, the 
more the enemy h unprepared, and consequently there is 
the fairest prospect of success. 

Mr. Brown has been mentioned to me as a very proper 
person to consult upon this occasion ; you will judge of the 
propriety of communicating it to him in part or the whole, 
and as soon as possible favour me with your sentiments and 
the steps you may have taken to forward it. If no imme- 
diate and safe opportunity offers, you will please to do it 
by express. Should it be inconvenient to part with one of 
the armed vessels, perhaps some other might be fitted out, 
or yon could devise some other mode of executing this 
plan, so that in case of a disappointment, the vessel might 
proceed to some other island to purchase. 

My last letter from the honourable Continental Congress, 
recommends my procuring from the Colonies of Connecticut 
and Rhode- Island a quantity of tow cloth, for the purpose 
of making Indian or hunting shirts for the men, many of 
whom are very destitute of clothing; a pattern will be sent 
you, and I must request you to give the necessary directions 
throughout your Government, that all the cloth of the above 
kind may be bought up for this use, and suitable persons set 
to work to make it up. As soon as any number is made 
worth the conveyance, you will please to direct them to be 
forwarded ; it is designed as a species of uniform, both cheap 
and convenient. 

We have had no transactions in either camp since my 
last but what are in the publick papers, and related with 
tolerable accuracy. The enemy still continue ^strengthen 
their lines, and we have reason to believe intend to bom- 
bard ours, with the hopes of forcing us out of them. Our 
poverty in ammunition prevents our making a suitable 
return. 

Since writing the above, Colonel Porter has undertaken 
to assist in the matter, or to provide some suitable person 
to accompany Harris to you, who will communicate all 
circumstances to you. 1 am, &c, 

Go. Washington. 
Governour Cooke. 



least delay. No quantity, however small, is beneath notice, 
and should any arrive, I beg it may be forwarded to us as 
fast as possible. 

The express having left his horse at Hartford, is under 
the necessity of going that way. I am, he, 

Go. Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, August 4, 1775. 

Sir: I am favoured with yours of the 31st of July, in- 
forming me that the new levies are coming forward with all 
expedition. As the enemy has been much longer inactive 
than 1 expected, I hope they will arrive in time to give us 
their assistance. 

My last letter from the honourable Continental Congress, 
recommends my procuring from the Colonies of Rhode- 
Island and Connecticut a quantity of tow cloth, for the 
purpose of making Indian or hunting shirts for the men, 
many of whom are destitute of clothing. A pattern is here- 
with sent you ; and I must request you to give the neces- 
sary directions throughout your Government, that all the 
cloth of the above kind may be bought up for this use, and 
suitable persons set to work to make it up. As soon as 
any number is made worth the conveyance, you will please 
to direct them to be forwarded ; it is designed as a species 
of uniform, both cheap and cbnvenient. 

We have had no transactions of any consequence in 
either camp since my last but what are in the publick 
papers, and related with tolerable accuracy'. I am now, 
Sir, in strict confidence, to acquaint you, that our necessi- 
ties in the articles of powder and lead are so great, as to 
require an immediate supply. I must earnestly entreat you 
to fall upon some measures to forward to us every ounce 
in the Province which can possibly be spared. It is not 
within the propriety of such a correspondence to say what 
I might upon this subject ; it 'is 'sufficient that the case calls 
loudly for the warmest and most strenuous exertions of 
every friend to his country, and does not admit of the 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 
Camp at Cambridge, August 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your publick capacity, and the hope that 
you will be both able and willing to give us some assistance, 
nave led me to make this application. The situation ofthe 
Army as to ammunition, is by no means what it ought to 
be. We have great reason to expect the enemy may soon 
intend to bombard our lines, and our stock of powder is so 
small as in a great degree to make our heavy artillery use- 
less ; I must therefore request you will exert yourselves to 
forward whatever can be spared from your Province as 
soon as possible. The necessity is great, the cause is of the 
Last importance; I am therefore persuaded I need use no 
arguments to quicken your zeal. The smallest quantities 
are not beneath notice, as a considerable stock may be 
formed from various collections. Lead and flints are also 
very scarce, you will, therefore, furnish all you can spare. 
Next to making the provision, its being seasonable Is of great, 
importance ; every hour in our present situation is critical. 

Should there be any arrivals in any part of your Pro- 
vince with this necessary article, I must request you to 
forward all that can possibly be spared out of it. 

I am, Gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient 
and very humble servant, Go, Washington. 

To the Committee of Safety of New-Hampshire at Exeter 
or Portsmouth. ■ ■ .::.-. 



Whitehall, August 3, 1775. 

The following Address to the King from the Council 
and General Assembly of Antigua, having been delivered 
to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's Principal 
Secretaries of State, by Mr. Salmond, agent for that Island, 
hath been presented to His Majesty, and was very gracious- 
ly received. 

To the King's most Excellent Majesty. 

Most gracious Sovereign: We,' your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Council and General Assem- 
bly of this your Island of Antigua, impressed with the most 
unalterable sentiments of loyalty, humbly beg leave, at this 
time, to convey our assurances of them to your Majesty, 
joined with our most unfeigned and grateful thanks for the 
many instances of your paternal care extended to us, 
although remotely placed from your throne and royal 
presence. 

Your Majesty's wisdom and attention to the interest and 
welfare of all your people, we must in common with our 
fellow-subjects participate in the due acknowledgments 
of; but it is with hearts full of peculiar duty and gratitude 
we acknowledge that regard and attention to us, which is 
so strongly expressed by your Majesty in the choice of that 
Governour whom you have been pleased to appoint over 
us ; whose unwearied zeal to your Majesty's service, and 
regard to the just rights and liberties of your people, are 
so sensibly felt by us, as to mark in him the happy conse- 
quences of that choice. 

When we reflect on the able and mild exercise of power 
in our excellent Chief Governour, your Majesty's servant 
Sir Ralph Payne, Knight of the Bath, and at the same 
time see how other Governments have been rent by fac- 
tion, while we have lived in a continued state of union and 
tranquillity, we cannot restrain our expressions of attachment 
to him as the true Representative of the Royal Master. 

Thus endeared to us by his conduct, from a faithful dis- 
charge of that high trust with whjch you have honoured 
him, permit us, Sire, on the departure of our Governour 
for Europe, to supplicate your most gracious favour for the 
reception of him into your presence, with such marks of 
your royal countenance and approbation as must be a 
reward of his faithful services, and an acceptance of our 
testimonial of gratitude. And permit us further in our 
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supplication to add, that your Majesty would condescend 
to indulge the woes of your faithful subjects of Antigua, 
by rendering them again happy in his return to the exer- 
cise of the Government of these your Leeward Islands. 
Thomas Jarvis, President, 
Thomas Warner, Speaker, 



JOHN SHALBROOKS TO CAPTAIN THOMAS BUTT. 

London, August 5, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I dujy received your very kind favours of the 
14th of April and 6th of May, and am very much obliged 
by your friendly observations on the nature, constitution, 
and state of the different fisheries in the Bay of Chaleur, 
together with the natural objects which ought to be my 
pursuit. For your very judicious and friendly advice 
herein, I thank you kindly, and esteem your attention in 
this particular as a fresh proof of your friendship, which I 
shall be glad you will cherish by a continuance of such 
observations as may occur to you from time to time, which 
I shall ever esteem myself obliged by receiving. As to 
the lease of Mirimache, which 1 wished to have got from 
Baillit's attorneys or you, I arn afraid that matter is at an 
end, as before the receipt of your letter on that subject, 
application had been made to them to grant a lease to Mr. 
Corts, which I had rejected, supposing, as was very natu- 
ral, that few people could be met with here to take a lease 
of it, and that I might probably have an opportunity of pur- 
chasing it. I should not, however, have risked this matter, 
if Mr. Walker had not made me understand that you had un- 
limited power from them to lease, or even sell this property ; 
and as I had in the first instance applied to you, I did not 
think my application to them necessary, by which I am for 
the present deprived of carrying on business at Mirimache. 
My principal objection to a lease was, that after sundry 
improvements might be made during the period of it, the 
rent might be advanced, or a new lease refused after such 
improvements were made ; and therefore I proposed to them 
to be a purchaser; but the matter being now fixed other- 
wise, I have only to return you my thanks for the trouble 
you have so obligingly taken in the affair. 

In consequence of your desires, I have held myself in readi- 
ness to acquit (in case of need) the bill you mention to have 
drawn favouring James Robertson, when applied unto by Mr. 
William Ross; but never having any application from him, 
1 concluded he had paid it. On sending to him this morning, 
I was exceedingly mortified to find that he suffered it to be 
protested, and that without ever sending me a message. I 
have since traced the bill, and am very sorry to inform you 
that the holder of it has returned it to Philadelphia, from 
whence it was remitted to him. It was very unfortunate 
that Mr. Ross did not let me know that he would not pay 
it; if he had, you may depend I would not have suffered 
it to return under dishonour. As to the purchase of your 
grant of land at Nipiscquit, it remains just as it did when 
I last had the pleasure to address you, and at present I see 
little probability of my being a purchaser for it, especially 
as there is an idea of enforcing payment of the quit-rents, 
which will be a great bar and objection to cultivation in 
that inhospitable climate. 1 am not surprised, nor do I con- 
demn it as an improper measure in Administration ; I think 
they have made America independent too soon, and the 
only way to prevent future evil from the same causes, is, 
to keep new Colonies more dependant upon Government. 
. The unhappy breach between the disaffected Colonies 
and this Country seems to widen ; I see no means left to heal 
it ; it will cost the Country much money, and the life of 
many a brave soldier, to establish the sovereignty of this 
Country over America; but it must be done, be the pur- 
chase what it may. I find that General Gage is recalled ; 
his mild measures may have sprung from the feelings of 
humanity, of which I believe he has a great deal ; but this 
sort of man is by no means proper to take the lead in so 
important a question as it has now become. He is much 
blamed here for not taking prior possession of the heights 
of Charlestown, that cost so dear on the 17th of June to 
retake ; this unfortunate affair seems to throw such a com- 
plexion on American matters, as if nothing conclusive could 
be done till fresh re-enforcements arrive from hence, which 
will probably make it so late that nothing will be effectually 
done this summer. Should this be the case, I suppose 



you will have a good deal of company at Halifax this 
winter, as I find that a great part of the naval force now at 
Boston will winter in your harbour. 

I shall be very glad to hear from you ; and remain with 
great truth, very respectfully and truly, your much obliged 
and most obedient servant, John Shalbrooks. 

P. S. The enclosed two letters 1 beg you will particu- 
larly recommend to the care of some of your friends at (he 
Island of St. John's. All our communication to the Bay 
of Chaleur, viz : Quebcck, is stopped by the Provincials at 
JSlew-York, having taken the posts into their own harbour. 

extract of a letter from charlestown (south-caro- 

LINa) TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED AUGUST 

5, 1775. 

Be assured peace will never be firmly established be- 
tween Great Britain and America, until the latter receives 
an ample recognition of her rights, and a full satisfaction 
for the blood that has or may be shed. The inhabitants 
of this vast Continent Would give up all their sea-coast 
Towns, retire into the interior country, and contentedly 
subsist on the bare necessaries of life, rather than submit 
to the implicit subjugation of a British Parliament. But 
don't apprehend they will suffer this distress like docile 
animals; no, depend they will protect their property to 
the last extremity ; and although they have hitherto acted 
only on the defensive, believe me, unless there is an evident 
prospect of accommodation this winter, hostilities will com- 
mence on their part, by and with the assistance of a foreign 
power, and with a spirit that will alarm all Europe; and 
then farewell to Great Britain. 



NEWBERN (NORTH-CAROLINA) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, August 5, 1775. 

From the late conduct of Governour Martin at Fort 
Johnston, and intelligence since received by this Committee, 
it appears he intends erecting a King's Standard, and com- 
mencing hostilities against the people of this Province. 

It is, therefore, Resolved, That no person or persons what- 
soever, have any correspondence with Him, either by personal 
communication or letter, on pain of being deemed enemies 
to the liberties of America, and dealt with accordingly. 
And that no person or persons presume to remove him or 
themselves from hence to Core Sound, or any other part 
of the Province where the Governour resides, without leave 
of this Committee, as he or they will not be suffered to 
return here. 

By order: R. Cogdell, Chairman. 

By a gentleman just come to Town from Cape Fear, 
we have a certain account that the armed force which 
lately went down to burn Fort Johnston, have effected the 
same by destroying all the houses, and rendering the For- 
tress entirely useless. Captain Collet, who commanded 
that Fort, it is said had a number of slaves, which he had 
instigated to revolt from their masters, actually concealed 
in the Fort, which were again recovered by their several 
owners ; for this treachery they burnt his dwelling-house, 
with all his furniture, and every thing valuable he had not 
lime to get on board the man-of-war. 



NORTHAMPTON (nORTH-CAROLINa) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the County aforesaid, 
the 5th day of August, 1775: The Rev. Mr. Charles 
Edward Taylor, Chairman. 

This Committee, taking into their consideration the clan- 
destine manner of Anthony Wariuick's conveying Powder 
from Virginia to Hillsborough, and also examining wit- 
nesses and papers relative thereto, do 

Resolve, That the said Anthony Warwick has violated 
the Association in a flagrant manner, and showed himself 
in the highest degree an enemy to the rights and liberties 
of America ; and the Committee do consider him as an 
object to be held in the utmost detestation by all lovers of 
American freedom. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this Committee do trans- 
mit a copy of the above Resolve to Dixon and Hunter, to 
be published in their Gazette. 

Eaton Haynes, Clerk to Committee. 
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NEW JERSEY PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Lift of the Deputies ivho attended the session in the month 
of August, 

Bergen: John Fell, John Demarest, Hendrick. Kuyper, 
Abraham Van Buskirk, Edo Merselius. 

Essex: Henry Garritse, Michael Vreeland , Robert Drum- 
mond, John Chetwood, Elias Boudinot, Isaac Ogden, 
Philip Van Cortlandt, Bethuel Peirson, Caleb Camp. 

Middlesex : Nathaniel Heard, William Smith, John 
Dunn, John Lloyd, Azariah Dunham-, John Schurman, 
John Wetherill, Lucas Schenck, Jonathan Sergeant, 
Jonathan Baldwin, Jonathan Deare. 

Morris : William Winds, William De Hart, Jonathan 
Stiles, David Tliompson, Jacob Drake, Ellis Cook, 
Silas Condict. 

Somerset : Hendrick Fisher, Peter Schenck, Abraham 
Van Neste, Enos Kehey, Jonathan D. Sergeant, Fred- 
erick Frelinghuysen , William Paterson, Nathaniel 
Eyers. 

Sussex: Edward Dumont, William Maxwell, John B. 
Scott, Hugh Hughs, Mark Thompson, William Nor- 
cross. 

Monmouth : Edward Taylor, Robert Montgomery, John 
Holmes, John Covenhoven, Daniel Hendrickson. 

Hunterdon : Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm, John Hart, 
Ralph Hart, John Stout, Jasper Smith, Thomas Lowry, 
Charles Stewart, Daniel Hunt, Richard Steve7is, John 
Stevens, Jun., Thomas Stout, Thomas Jones, Abraham 
Bonnell, Joseph Beavers. 

Burlington : Joseph Borden, Isaac Pearson, Colin 
Campbell, John Pope. 

Gloucester: John Sparks, Joseph Hugg, Joseph Ellis, 
Elijah Clark. 

Cumberland: Samuel Fithian, Jonathan Elmer, Thomas 



Salem: Jacob Scoggin, James James, John Holmes, Ben- 
jamin Holmes, Ephraim Lloyd. 
Cape May: Elijah Hughs. 

In Congress, August 5, 1775. 

1. Resolved, That the several persons appointed in pur- 
suance of the Ordinance of this Congress in their last session, 
to collect the quotas of the several Townships, do pay the 
Money by them collected to the County Collector on or 
before the tenth day of September next; and if any persons 
within their respective Districts shall have refused payment, 
that, in such case, they do make and deliver in a list of 
the names of the delinquents to their several Committees, 
together with their receipts and vouchers for the Money 
which they shall have paid to the aforesaid County Collec- 
tors. 

2. Resolved, That the several Committees do furnish 
the Provincial Congress at their next session with the names 
of all such persons within their District as shall have re- 
fused to sign the Association recommended in the last Con- 
gress, or one of a similar nature ; and of all such as shall 
have refused to pay their respective apportionments. 

3. Resolved, That the respective Committees in this 
Colony do return to the Provincial Congress at their next 
session copies of the several Associations signed in their 
Districts, agreeable to the former order of this Congress, 
together with the names of those who have signed the 
same. 

4. Resolved, That the Assessors and Collectors, appoint- 
ed to apportion and collect the said Money, do receive 
such reward for their labour and trouble therein as the As- 
sessors and Collectors are by law entitled to, for assessing 
and collecting the Provincial Taxes. 

5. Resolved, That in case any part of the sum of 
Ten Thousand Pounds, by the said Ordinance directed to be 
raised, shall, from the event of publick affairs, be found to 
be unnecessary for the purposes thereby intended : in such 
case the surplus be paid by the several County Committees 
into the hands of the County Collectors appointed by Act 
of Assembly, to be by them applied towards discharging 
the quotas of such Counties in the publick Taxes of the 
Province. 

6. Resolved, That the several Committees, to whom the 
disposal of the said Money was, by the Ordinance of the 
last session, entrusted, do account to the Provincial Con- 



gress for their several disbursements, and the uses to which 
they may have been applied. 

Saturday, August 12, 1775. 

Whereas, it is highly expedient, at a time when this 
Province is likely to be involved in all the horrours of a 
civil war, and when it has become absolutely necessary to 
increase the burden of Taxes already laid upon the good 
people of this Colony for the just defence of their invalua- 
ble rights and privileges, that the inhabitants thereof should 
have frequent opportunities of renewing their choice and 
approbation of the Representatives in Provincial Congress : 
It is therefore Resolved, That the inhabitants in each Coun- 
ty, qualified to vote for Representatives in General Assem- 
bly, do meet together at the places herein after mentioned, 
on Thursday the twenty-first day of September, next, and 
then and there, by plurality of voices, elect and appoint any 
number not exceeding five substantial freeholders as Depu- 
ties, with full power to represent such County in Provin- 
cial Congress, to be held at Trenton, in the County of Hun- 
terdon, on Tuesday the third day of October next : And 
that the places of meeting for the election in each County 
shall be, for the County of Bergen, at the Court-House in 
New-Barbados ; County of Essex, at the Court-House in 
Newark; County of Middlesex, at the Court-House in 
New-Brunswick ; County of Somerset, at the Court-House 
in Hillsborough ; County of Morris, at the Court-House 
in Morris Town; County of Monmouth, at the Court- 
House in Freehold; County of Hunterdon, at the house 
of John Ringo in Amwcil ; County of Sussex, at the Court- 
House in New-Town ; County of Burlington, at the Court- 
House in the City of Burlington ; County of Gloucester, 
at the Court-House in the Town of Gloucester; County of 
Salem, at the Court-House in the Town of Salem; County 
of Cumberland, at the Court-House in Bridgetown ; County 
of Cape-May, at the Court-House in Middle Precinct. 

And that the Deputies so elected shall receive a Certifi- 
cate of their election, in the words following, to wit: 

We do hereby certify, that on the day of the date here- 
of, A, B, C, fcc, were duly elected Deputies for the Coun- 
ty of in the Province of New- Jersey, with full 

power to represent the said County in Provincial Congress, 
to be held at Trenton, in the County of Hunterdon, on the 
third day of October next ; as witness our hands and seals 
this day of A. D. 1775. 

Which Certificate, under the hands and seals of the Pre- 
sident or Chairman chosen to preside at such election, 
together with five or more freeholders of the said County, 
shall be sufficient evidence of such election. 

Resolved, That during the continuance of the present 
unhappy disputes between Great Britain and America, 
there be a new choice of Deputies in every County of this 
Province yearly, on the third Thursday in September. 

Resolved, That on the said third Thursday in Septem- 
ber in every year the inhabitants in each County, qualified 
as aforesaid, do elect, by plurality of voices, a sufficient 
number of freeholders to constitute a County Committee 
of Observation and Correspondence, with full power as well 
to superintend and direct the necessary business of the 
County, as to carry into execution the resolutions and orders 
of the Continental and Provincial Congresses. 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of each Township, quali- 
fied as aforesaid, do immediately choose (where it is not 
already done) a sufficient number of freeholders to consti- 
tute a Township Committee: and that on the second Tues- 
day in March, in every year hereafter, they do proceed 
anew in like manner to choose such a number of freeholders 
as shall be thought necessary to constitute Committees to 
act as Committees of Observation and Correspondence in 
each Township, with power to transact the business refer- 
red to them by the Continental and Provincial Congresses, 
and the County Committees. 

Wednesday, August 16, 1775. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Plan for 
further regulating the Militia, fcc, which, after certain 
amendments, was approved, and is as follows, viz: 

The Congress taking into further consideration the state 
of the Militia in this Province : 

Resolved, 1. That the several County, or (where there 
is no County) the Township Committees, do transmit the 
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names of all the Militia Officers, chosen within their respec- 
tive Districts, to the Provincial Congress, or to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, to be by them commissioned, agreeable 
to the directions of the Continental Congress. 
■• Resolved, 2. That all officers above the rank of a Cap- 
tain, not already chosen or appointed pursuant to an Or- 
dinance of this Congress made at their last session, be 
appointed by the Congress, or, during their recess, by the 
Committee of Safety. 

Resolved, 3. That where the inhabitants of different 
Townships have been embodied into one Company, Batta- 
lion, or Regiment, before the 20th day of June last, it is not 
the intention of this Congress they should he dissolved, 
provided they govern themselves according to the rules 
and directions of the same. 

Resolved, 4. That the Militia of Bergen shall compose 
one Regiment; the Militia of Essex two Regiments, with 
privilege of forming them into four Battalions; the Militia 
of Middlesex two Regiments ; the Militia of Somerset two 
Regiments; the Militia of Monmouth three Regiments; the 
Militia of Morris two Regiments and one Battalion ; the 
Militia of, Sussex two Regiments and one Battalion; the 
Militia of Hunterdon four Regiments; the Militia of Bur- 
lington two Regiments, and a Company of Rangers in the 
Township of Little Egg-Harbour; the Militia of Glouces- 
ter three Battalions ; the Militia of Salem one Regiment ; 
the Militia of Cumberland two Battalions ; and the Militia 
of Cape-May one Battalion. 

Resolved, 5. That this Congress do recommend to all 
inferiour Officers to pay due obedience to their superiour 
Officers, agreeable to the directions of the Continental and 
Provincial Congresses. 

Resolved, 6. That in case of disobedience, or irregular 
behaviour in any Officer whatever, while on duty, com- 
plaint be made to the Committee of the County to which 
he belongs; the majority of whom shall, as soon as con- 
venient, make strict inquiry into the same ; and, if they 
think proper, may suspend the Officer so offending, and 
report their proceedings, together with the charge and evi- 
dence, to the Committee of Safety, or to the next Provin- 
cial Congress; who shall take such order therein as to them 
shall appear to be just and reasonable. 

Resolved, 7. That all effective men, between the ages 
of sixteen and fifty, who shall refuse to enrol themselves 
and bear arms, shall pay into the hands of the Township 
Committees, where they reside, four Shillings Proclama- 
tion Money per month, as an equivalent for their personal 
service. 

Resolved, 8. That in case any person shall refuse pay- 
ing the same, the Committee shall return his name to the 
Provincial Congress, or to the Committee of Safety, to be 
dealt with as they shall direct. 

Resolved, 9. That every person who hath signed or 
shall sign the Muster-Roli, and neglects to attend on the 
day of mustering, shall pay two Shillings Proclamation for 
every mustering day he is absent, unless he can give a suffi- 
cient reason for his absence, to be judged of by his Captain, 
who is hereby required to demand the same : and if the 
delinquent refuse payment, then the Captain shall return 
his name to the Township Committee, to be by them re- 
ported to the next Congress ; provided that no more than 
two fines in a month be imposed on any one person. 

Resolved, 10. That the Moneys received by the Com- 
mittees and Captains, from persons who do not bear arms, 
nor attend their duty upon mustering days, shall be by them 
jointly applied towards defraying the expense attending the 
instruction and equipment of the Companies in their re- 
spective Districts — the fines of persons under age to be paid 
by their parents, and of apprentices by their masters. 

Resolved, 11. That each private Soldier be furnished 
with good Arms, Powder and Ball, as near as maybe, agree- 
able to the requisitions of the Continental Congress. 

Resolved, 12. That where Arms may be wanting by 
such effective men as shall be unable to procure them, the 
Captain of the Company to which such persons belong 
shall make application to the Committee of the County or 
Township, who shall supply them, on receiving security 
for their proper application, provided any Arms shall remain 
in their hands, after first supplying such of the Minute-men, 
hereafter directed to be enrolled, as may be unable to fur- 
nish themselves with the same. , 



Resolved, 13. That the precedency of Rank in the Mili- 
tia shall take place in the following order: 1 Essex, 2 
Salem, 3 Gloucester, 4 Morris, 5 Sussex, 6 Cape-May, 7 
Monmouth, 8 Somerset, 9 Bergen, 10 Cumberland, 1 1 
Middlesex, 12 Hunterdon, 13 Burlington: and that, where 
there may be more than one Regiment or Battalion In a 
County, the precedency shall be determined by the Coun- 
ty Committee, according to their former seniority. 

Resolved, 14. That, for the purpose of effectually carry- 
ing into execution the recommendation of .the Continen- 
tal Congress respecting the appointment of Minute-men, 
four thousand able-bodied effective men be enlisted and 
enrolled in the several Counties in this Province, under 
officers to be appointed and commissioned by this Con- 
gress, or Committee of Safety, who shall hold themselves 
in constant readiness, on the shortest notice, to march to 
any place where their assistance may be required, for the 
defence of this or any neighbouring Colony. 

Resolved, 15. That the several Counties in this Pro- 
vince shall furnish Minute-men in the proportions follow- 
ing, viz : 

County of Bergen 4 Companies of 64 men each, Officers 

included. 
Essex, 6 companies, do. Hunterdon, 8 companies, do. 

Middlesex, 6 companies, do. Burlington, 5 companies, do. 
Monmouth, 6 companies, do. Gloucester, 4 companies, do. 
Somerset, 5 companies, do. Salem, 3 companies, do. 

Morris, 6 companies, do. Cumberland,^ companies, do. 
Sussex, 5 companies, do. Cape-May, 1 company, do. 

Resolved, 16. That the said Minute-men, upon their 
enlistment, shall sign a Muster-Roil in the words following: 

We, the subscribers, do voluntarily enlist ourselves as 
Minute-men, in the Company of . . . . in the County of 

; and do promise to hold ourselves in constant 

readiness, on the shortest notice, to march to any place 
where our assistance may be required, for the defence of 
this or any neighbouring Colony; as also to pay due obe- 
dience to the commands of our Officers, agreeable to the 
rules and orders of the Continental Congress, or of the 
Provincial Congress of New-Jersey, or, during its recess, 
of the Committee of Safety : As witness our hands, &c. 

Resolved, 17. That the several County Committees of 
this Province, or, where there are no County Committees, 
the Township Committees jointly, do forthwith nominate 
Officers for the several Companies of Minute-men in each 
County, with assurance, that, as soon as their Companies 
are completed, they shall receive commissions from the 
Provincial Congress, or the Committee of Safety. 

Resolved, 18. That the Minute-men be formed into ten 
Battalions ; one in Bergen, one in Essex, one in Middle- 
sex, one in Monmouth, one in Somerset, one in Morris, one 
in Sussex, one in Jluntcrdon, one in Burlington, one in 
Gloucester and Salem; and that the Companies in Cumber- 
laud and Cape-May be Independent Companies of Light- 
Infantry and Rangers. 

Resolved, 19. That wherever the whole or the greater 
part of a Militia Company shall offer their service as Min- 
ute-men, they may be commanded by the Officers already 
appointed and chosen by them. 

Resolved, 20. That whenever any of the said Minute- 
men shall be called into actual service, they shall receive the 
like pay as the Continental Army ; and be furnished with 
Camp-equipage and Provisions ; and also be provided for 
if wounded and disabled in the service of their Country. 

Resolved, 21. That the several Battalions and Compa- 
nies of Minute-men raised as aforesaid, while remafoin-' in 
this particular service, shall have precedency of rank of the 
common Militia of the Province. 

Resolved, 22. That the Minute-rmen raised as aforesaid 
shall continue in service for the space of four months, when 
such of them as require it shall be relieved, unless upon 
actual service. 

Resolved, 23. That the precedency of rank, amon^ the 
several Battalions and Companies of said Minute-men, shall 
be settled from priority in the dates of their respective com- 
missions. 

Resolved, 24. That two Brigadier-Generals be appoint- 
ed for this Province, and that be the first, and 

Philemon Dickerson, Esq., be the Second BrigadieT-Gen- 
eral of the said Province. - .- 
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It being suggested, that divers persons in the Province 
are attempting to raise Companies of Light-Infantry, which 
may have a tendency to break other Companies that have 
been formed by Committees, pursuant to the former Mili- 
tia Ordinance of this Congress : Resolved therefore, That 
no person whatever do presume to raise any Light-Infan- 
try, or Independent Company, without the consent of the 
Field-Officers to whom they belong, and the approbation 
of the County or Township Committee, where there is no 
County Committee, be first obtained; and that all Com- 
panies formed before the 20th day of June last shall remain 
as they were formed, unless on such consent and approba- 
tion as aforesaid, such only excepted as have been consti- 
tuted by permission from this Congress. 

Thursday, August 17, 1775. 

Resolved, That as there are a number of people within 
this Province, whose peculiar religious principles will not 
allow tlrem in any case to bear arms — this Congress intend 
no violence to conscience ; and therefore would earnestly 
recommend it to all such persons to contribute the more 
liberally, in these, times of universal calamity, to the relief 
of their distressed brethren in the several Colonies ; and to 
do all other services to their oppressed Country, consistent 
with their religious profession. 

Resolved, That before any person shall receive a mili- 
tary commission, agreeable to the Militia Ordinance of this 
Congress, he shall sign the Association formed and recom- 
mended by the same ; and if he hold a commission under 
the late Militia Act of Assembly, that he first resign such 
comirrission to the. Governour of this Province. 

Resolved, That Jonathan D, Sergeant, Esq., he and 
he is hereby appointed Provincial Treasurer to this Con- 
gress: and it is ordered, that the balance of Moneys in his 
hands, which he received towards paying the expenses of 
the Delegates of this Colony in the Continental Congress, 
together with such as may hereafter come into his bands, 
be applied lo such uses as shall be directed by this Con- 
gress, or, during its recess, by the Committee of Safety. 
And that he do immediately call in the several sums yet 
due from any of the Counties ; and in case of further 
neglect in them to discharge the same, that the said Trea- 
surer do make report thereof to the next Provincial Con- 
gress. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Remonstrance 
from the County Committee of Sussex, relative to the rais- 
ing the prices of shop goods within the said County, occa- 
sioned by the advanced price in New-York and Philadel- 
phia, do resolve that the said Committee are the proper 
persons to inquire into the complaint mentioned in the said 
Remonstrance ; and if, on examination, they find it to be 
well founded, do then recommend that the said Committee 
make application to the Committees of New-York and 
Philadelphia, and represent the conduct of such traders in 
the sard Provinces as shall appear to them to be culpable. 

Ordered, That the several County Committees do ap- 
point one Surgeon to each Regiment and Battalion belong- 
ing' to their respective Counties ; and certify the name of 
such Surgeon to the next Congress, or to the Committee 
of Safety, in order to his being properly commissioned. 

Resolved, That this Congress do recommend to the 
several County Committees in this Colony, that they im- 
mediately employ Gunsmiths to make such a number of 
Arms as they shall judge to be necessary and wanting in 
their respective Counties ; and that, in the manufactory of 
the said Arms, particular attention be paid to the directions 
of the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That Hendrick Fisher, Samuel Tucker, Isaac 
Pearson, John Ha-rt. Jonathan D. Sergeant, Azariah 
Dunham, Peter Schcnck, Enos Kelsey, Joseph Borden, 
Frederick Frelinghuysen, and John Schurman, be a Com- 
mittee of Safety during the recess of this Congress. 

The Congress adjourned to the 20th day of September 
next, unless sooner convened by the Committee of Safety. 



supplying the Troops under the command of General 
Schuyler: and as a large quantity of barrelled pork will 
be wanted for supplying the said Troops, and at present 
finding a great scarcity of that article in this Province, and 
am informed, cannot possibly be supplied with a sufficient 
quantity requisite and necessary for said Troops, without 
having assistance from the Province of Connecticut ; in con- 
sequence of which begs leave to request, that the honoura- 
ble Provincial Congress, or Committee now sitting for the 
said Province of New- York, would be pleased to take the 
same into their consideration ; and humbly conceives, that 
were they to write to Governour Trumbull, or any other 
person or persons, which they may think proper, requesting 
that leave may be given to ship four hundred and fifty bar- 
rels good merchantable pork, they might be supplied, and 
consign the same to the care of Messrs. Dennis and Daw- 
son of said City of New- York, merchants, who have my 
particular directions to receive the said pork on my account, 
provided leave can be obtained. 

Philip Van Rensselaer. 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 8, 1775. 

Ordered, That Governour Trumbull be requested, and 
he is hereby requested, by this Congress, to permit the 
quantity of ibur hundred and fifty barrels of good merchant- 
able Pork to be sent to New-York, to the care of Messrs. 
Dennis and Dawson, to be forwarded for the use of the 
Continental Army in the northern parts of this Colony. 

A true copy from the Minutes: 

John McKesson, Secretary. 



PHILIP VAN RENSSELAER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New- York, August 5, 1775. 
Whereas, I, the underwritten, Philip Van Rensselaer, 
of the City of Albany, and Province of New-York, mer- 
chant, being appointed by Walter Livingston, Esquire, for 



DAVID WELSH TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticondproga, August 5, 1775. 

Sir : The men at this place, belonging to the Colony of 
Connecticut, think they are not well used, as 'they were 
promised several things, they don't think there are any steps 
taken to fulfil it, our Commissaries being superseded by 
Commissaries in New-York Government: and they avow 
the principles, that if soldiers have bread and pork, it is 
enough ; and Captain Phelps has wrote to the Colonel, that 
they tell him expressly that he has no business to buy any 
thing, but only to forward provisions. I heard a few days 
ago, that he is dismissed, but I don't know the certainty of 
that. 

Several of the companies have no brass kettles to this 
day. About a week ago I got one for my company, and 
don't think I shall have any more this year. Pails and bot- 
tles we can't get as yet ; and not more than one tenth part 
of the bowls that we were to have. 

Some things commanded in the act of Assembly for the 
soldiers can't all be got here, but the chief of them might 
be got as well here as at Boston, but they would cost some- 
thing more; and if some things can't be had, there is the 
more reason for having others; and if there had not been 
a shifting of Commissaries, I believe we should have been 
better provided. Several companies have no frying-pans. 
I have afore notified our Commissaries and them at Alba- 
ny, that we want these things. 

Our water here is very bad and unwholesome, and great 
part of the time there is nothing else for the Troops. At 
the present we have some beer, but it wont last long, 
and if our Commissaries do not get some, I don't think any 
body else will. Rum and molasses ai;e wanted. The rum 
that comes, as far as I have seen, is worse than none. We 
expected to have had books and paper, but have not had 
one book, and but four quires of paper, I think there has 
not been one pound of soap bought for the Army. A small 
matter of coffee and chocolate was bought about two weeks 
ago, so that the sick have a small matter, but none for them 
that can keep about. Only one barrel of vinegar here and 
one at Crown Point has arrived, and that, all said, was not 
■worth any thing. One barrel of sugar came here, and one 
to Crown Point, and that goes only to the sick. Since 
the Troops arrived here, it would take about half of their 
wages to make them live as vv.ell as they were to be pro- 
vided by the act of the Assembly. 

There are five companies from York Government at Laka 
George, and they have their complement of officers. They 
were to have forty or fifty men each, but I am. well in- 
formed that they have not above eighty men on the ground. 
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There is not a soldier from York come over Lake George 
to stay, and I don't think we shall have any before the 
middle of September or October, unless something is done 
more than a New-York Congress will do. If you and our 
Colony rely on them to fulfil the engagements of our Colo- 
ny, I assure you, Sir, that they are determined never to do 
it. They have not a soldier on this side of Lake George, 
that I know of, except a few sailors. Several officers are 
arrived, and more expected ; and why all the places of pro- 
fit should be filled up with men in York Government, I 
don't know, and our people be obliged to do all the drudg- 
ery. Commissaries' places are profitable, and command- 
ers on board of the vessels profitable. And why should 
they have all the places of profit ? Is it because we have 
no map capable of any thing but drudgery? Sir, unless 
you or somebody sees to it, I don't think we shall have one 
hundred and fifty men here by the middle of September or 
October from New-York Government. The advantage 
of their situation is such that it will make them rich. Are 
we to be wholly ruled by the Committee of New-York 1 
Is it for their unfaithfulness in the common cause? Have 
they not been till very lately, a great part of them, as strong 
set against the common cause? Neither have I any rea- 
son to think that there is a thorough change in thern. Why 
should Mr. Halsey be dismissed from the service to make 
way for a Yorker, when every man says he did well ? Are 
our men fit for nothing tut privates? If there is not a 
check put on them, you, Sir, will be put to it to raise men 
another year. They have a number of carpenters, and the 
building of batteaus, &,c, goes on well ; but upon a par, I 
suppose, it will take six of our men to replace as much 
money as one of them on a par, and one of our men will 
do as much as six of them. 

I am informed that the Continental Congress are to give 
out commissions ; if they do, unless it is well looked to, 
there will be a great number of officers, and but a few 
soldiers. Sir, you may rely upon it that the New-York 
Commissaries will not attempt to fulfil what the Colony of 
Connecticut have engaged ; and unless they take some steps 
to do it themselves, I don't see how they can answer it, to 
promise great things, and not to take suitable care to fulfil. 

Sir, please to excuse me for my troubling you with this 
letter. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, &,c. 

David Welsh. 

To Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of Connecticut, 
&c. 



PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN-MEETING. 

At a Town-Meeting holden, by adjournment, in Provi- 
dence, on the 5th day of August, A. D. 1775 : 

The Honourable Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Moderator. 

Voted, That the Committee appointed to erect the Bat- 
teries at Sassafras and Fox Points, immediately proceed to 
build one Floating Battery, such as they shall think proper. 
Voted, That the said Committee be, and they hereby 
are directed to consider the practicability and usefulness of 
building other Floating Batteries, as a further defence to 
this Town, and make their report thereon to the next 
meeting. 

Voted, That the Engine-House, now standing by the 
Market-House, be removed to the Battery erected at Fox 
Point, for a Guard-House at that place. 

Whereas, certain evil-minded persons, inhabitants of this 
Cplony, and acquainted with the Creeks and Channels of 
the Narraganset-Bay, have made it their practice of late 
to, assist our invelera,te enemies by piloting their armed 
Vessels up the River from Newport towards this Town, 
with the known design of distressing the loyal and peace- 
able inhabitants of the Colony, and piratically seizing their 
property, Sic: 

Wherefore it is Voted by this Meeting, That the De- 
puties for this Town be, and they are hereby instructed to 
use their influence to procure an act of the General As- 
sembly, for inflicting the severest punishment upon such 
atrocious offenders, as a means of discouraging such vil- 
lanous conduct in future ; and that such act be made to 
extend to all such persons who may be guilty of such prac- 
tice on any part of the coast. 



Voted, That for the present Captain Samuel Warner be 
appointed to have the care of the Battery at Fox Point, 
and of all the Guns, Stores, he, belonging to the same. 

Voted, That his Honour the Deputy-Governour, Am- 
brose Page, Esq., Capt. Joseph Brown, and the Members 
of the Committee of Safety, in this Town, or the major 
part of them present, be a Committee tp order when the 
Beacon shall be fired to alarm the country. 

Voted, That the Committee appointed to erect the Bea- 
con be requested to fire the same on Thursday the 7th day 
of this month, at the setting of the sun, and that they 
procure one thousand handbills to be printed, to advertise 
the country thereof, that proper observations may be made 
of the bearing of the Beacon from different parts of the 
country ; and that they notify the country that the Beacon 
will not be fired at any time after the said 17th day of 
August, unless this Town or some part of the Colony 
should be attacked by our enemy, in which case the Bea- 
con will be fired, and three cannon discharged to alarm the 
country that they may immediately repair to this Town 
duly equipped with arms, &c. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to Saturday 
next, at four o'clock, P. M.; at which time I attended, and 
waited near two hours, but no. other person except the 
Town Sergeant and Captain John Ujidike appeared, 

T. Foster, Town Clerk. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read September 14, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, August 6, 1775. 

Sir : Enclose you copy of a report made me by the mas- 
ter of the schooner on Lake Champlain, confirming the 
account that vessels of force are building at St. John's, 

The acounts of the persons employed in taking and gar-, 
risoning Crown Point and this place, are involved In such 
a cloud of confusion, that 1 shall find it very difficult to 
execute your orders on this head with precision. The 
Colony of Connecticut has paid some part of the money ; 
so has the Massachusetts, and a small sum has been 
advanced by me. It will be necessary, therefore, that 
Congress shall order the accounts from those Colonies 
to be transmitted to me, (together with the returns of 
the men as made to them,) specifying who the people 
were that have received money; in which case I can 
take the receipts in full, charge the whole amount in my 
accounts, and give credit for what has been advanced by 
others. By the returns 1 have already received, I find 
that the same men are charged in two or three different 
accounts, so that none can be paid until the whole are re- 
turned, however necessitous they may be, and maiiy of 
them are most truly so. 

Two days after my arrival here, I gave such orders re- 
specting the issuing of provisions, that I hoped an effectual 
stop would have been put to any further misapplication ; in 
which I have been disappointed. In mentioning this, I do 
not mean to impeach the integrity of the men employed, 
I believe them honest and well meaning ; but however wil- 
ling they were to obey, they were so ignorant of farms, that 
it was not easy for them to get into a proper train, and there- 
fore I ordered the Deputy Commissary -General to send up 
a person (whom I named and knew to be equal to the task) 
to give them such explicit directions and forms as that they 
will not hereafter labour under any difficulties Jo discharge 
their duty with propriety and regularity, and Mr. John JV. 
Bleecker is now employed in that essential service. 

Out of about five hundred men that are here, near a 
hundred are sick, and I have not any kind of hospital 
stores, although I had not forgot to order them immediately 
after my appointment. The little wine I bad for my own 
table, I have delivered to the Regimental Surgeons, That 
being expended I can no longer bear the distress of the 
sick, and impelled by the feelings of humanity, 1 shall 
take the liberty immediately to order a physician from Al- 
bany (if one can be got there, as 1 believe there may) to 
join me with such stores as are indispensably necessary. If 
Congress should approve of this measure, they will please 
to signify what allowance of pay will be made. If not, I 
shall discharge the person whoever he be, paying him for 
the services _he may have performed. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Mott is still here. I am but a very 
indifferent judge of the engineering business; but from 
what I can discover, he appears to me as well qualified as 
any gentleman that can be got, who is not regularly bred 
to the business. I am sure he is active, and has the service 
much at heart; and 1 could wish, if his appointment is to be 
confirmed, that his commission might he transmitted to me. 

It is more than probable before 1 can receive your answer 
to this letter, I shall have a sufficiency of boats to trans- 
port what troops I am likely to have to St. John's, if I 
ghould-he. ordered there, for (after deducting what will be 
absolutely necessary to garrison these places, and bring a 
supply of provisions,) I shall at most have only twelve hun- 
dred men ; in that case I wish to be informed what I am to 
do with the carpenters that are here, for although I think 
it necessary to build more boats, yet I ought to know 
whether Congress means that I should build a naval force 
superiour to that of the enemy. If so, I must keep them, 
and beg some more good builders. The boats I have found 
on the lake are so bad, that the labour we have bestowed 
upon them is in a great measure lost. 

As the commander of the sloop had left here, of which 
I was advised on my arrival at Albany, I wrote to the 
New- York Provincial Congress to send me up a man, 
which they have accordingly done, and I am just now in- 
fcrmedjh_ai_Congress has appointed another; if so, I beg 
the direction of Congress how I am to dispose of Captain 
Smith, the present commander. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your obedient humble ser- 
vant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President, &.c, he. 



Crown Point, Sunday, July 30, Anno 1775. 

Weighed anchor and proceeded down the Lake Cham- 
'lain. At 4 P. M. saw n boat under sail ; brought her to 
y the fire of a gun, which proved to be Esquire Gilli- 
land's boat. On board of the boat I found a man that 
came from St. John's, with a pass to pass and repass up 
and down the lake, from Major Preston, Commander-in- 
Chief at St. John's; and by Mr. Gilliland's information, 
found there was another man on shore that had a pass from 
General Carkton, and by an express was sent to St. John's 
as a cooper in His Majesty's service. By examining them 
asander, I found their stories to disagree so much, that I 
sent them to your Honour to examine. John Shalford 
says there is but eight or ten guns at St. John's; the other 
says seventy or eighty; the former says they are hauled by 
his ow n do or. Esquire GiUiland desired me to take par- 
ticglar'care of the latter, viz : John Dnguid, as he said he 
was not sure but he was a tory. I kept him on board all 
night. At 7 A. M. 1 sent them to Crown Point, under 
guard of three men. Immediately weighed anchor, and 
proceeded tovvarclsjhe Isle of Mott. 
~~ July 31. — Sailed down the lake some distance ; meet- 
ing' with heavy squalls to the northward, returned, and 
came to aa anchor under Schuyler's Island for safety. 

August 1. — Weighed anchor, and proceeded down the 
lake ; nothing remarkable. 

August 2. — Went on shore with the boat with the Lieu- 
tenant of Marines, to make discoveries. 

August 3. — At 8 A. M. weighed the anchor from the 
southwest end, and proceeded to 'the northwest end to the 
Frenchman's house, with the Lieutenant of Marines and 
Sergeant, to make discoveries ; and there met with Cap- 
tain .Raker, who went down to Vandelowe's, the French- 
»ia« T s,^where His two men were taken prisoners on his last 
cruise. They inform him there are two schooners will be 
ready to sail from St. John's in ten days from this date, 
mounting sixteen carriage-guns each, besides swivels ; 
they are fifty-two feet keel, by good information from the 
French and Indians who came on board us, and desired us 
to fortify at a place where the channel is very narrow and 
runs ,close_jnto. .the ..shore, where no vessel can pass without 
passing-through said channel. By receiving said informa- 
tion, "wltHlhe" advice of Captain Baker, thought it proper 
to return .with all speed to your Honour to report ; having 
siine gale of wind, I immediately weighed anchor, and 
proceeded towards Crown Point, and arrived there the 4th 
o( August, at 4 o'clock, P. M., 1775, on board the Schooner 
Liberty. James IStewart, Commanding Schooner. 
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GENERAL SCHUTLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, August 6, 1775. 

I thank you, my dear General, for your very kind and 
polite letter of the 2Sth ultimo, which I just had the honour 
to receive. 

Immediately on my arrival here, I issued such orders 
respecting the provisions and stores, (which I found had 
been most scandalously embezzled or misapplied,) as I 
hoped would effectually have brought matters into a right 
train ; but it is the misfortune of the people here, that they 
do not know how to obey, although they should be willing. 
I have therefore directed the Deputy Commissary-General 
to send up a person (whom I named and knew to be equal 
to the business) to examine the Commissaries at the several 
posts on the communication, and to give them such direc- 
tions as will, I hope, introduce regularity in future. Mr. 
John N. Bleecker is now employed in that essential busi- 
ness. 

With respect to the returns of the Army, you will see 
by the last letter I had the honour to write to you, that 
I have had no success in getting them properly made, 
although I have drawn and given them forms, which I 
thought so clear that no possibility of mistaking them re- 
mained. 

I foresaw, my dear Sir, that you would have an Hercu- 
lean labour, in order to introduce that proper spirit of dis- 
cipline and subordination which is the very sou] of jm army, 
and I felt for you with the utmost sensibility, as I well knew 
the variety of difficulties you would have to encounter, and 
which must necessarily be extremely painful and jjiggusting 
to yon, accustomed to order and regularity. I can easily 
conceive that my difficulties are only a faint semblance of 
yours. Yes, my General, I will strive to copy your bright 
.example, and patiently and steadily persevere in that line 
which only can promise the wished-for reformation^ 

Since my last I have had a verbal confirmation, by one 
of my scouts, of the intelligence contained in the affidavits 
which I sent you. I am prepared, with the utmost dili- 
gence, to obey my orders, and move against the enemy, 
unless your Excellency or Congress should direct_other- 
wise. In the course of a few days I expect to receive the 
ultimate determination. Whatever it may be, I shall try 
to execute it in such a manner as will best promote the just 
cause inwhich we are engaged. ... 

Not a man from this Colony has yet joined me, except 
those I returned to you, and who are raised and paid by 
the Committee of Albany; nor have I yet received those 
necessary supplies which I begged the ^w-Fort_Proyi ti- 
dal Congress to send me as long ago as the third of last 
month, and which the Continental Congress had desired 
them to do. 

The troops here are destitute of tents. They are crowded 
in vile barracks, which, with the natural inattentiorT of the 
soldiery to cleanliness, has already been productive of dis- 
ease, and numbers are daily rendered unfit for duty. 

I am, so unfortunate as not to have one carriage for field 
artillery, so that if I am ordered to attack St. John's, and 
am able to get down the Sorrel River, I shall labour under 
vast difficulty to bring up the cannon through a very 
swampy country. They will be few, indeed, as I shall 
have less than a ton of powder when the troops are conT- 
pleted, to twenty-four rounds a man. 

Congress has appointed Commissioners for Indian affairs. 
As one of them, I have ordered messengers to be sent into 
their country to invite them to a conference at Albany. I 
have also requested the Caughnawagas of Canada to meet 
me at this place. 

The whole family of the late Sir William Johnson have 
held a line of conduct that evinces the most inimical sen- 
timents in them to the American cause. Sir John Johnson 
has had four hundred men, paitly Scotch Highlanders, in 
arms, to protect a scoundrel Sheriff who had repeatedly in- 
sulted the good inhabitants of that country, which at length 
they retaliated. The inhabitants have, however, drove off 
the Sheriff, and made the Knight promise he would inter- 
fere no farther. I should not have hesitated one morqent 
to have secured him and His adherents, had I not been 
apprehensive of evil consequences fiom the Indians. I 
therefore thought it most prudent to advise Congress of the 
whole matter. 
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-? Although, Sir, I am much in want of men, and would 
wish* t o have th e three New-Hampshire Companies m< n- 
ttsn^'uT'tlie e ppy'oT'your letter of the 27th ultimo, yet 
tli ey are so~Ea ppTTy" "jiosteJ, either to await the Misisque 
ItiSmbs~o\ ■ "tcTTiVaFclj to the relief of the inhabitants of this 
Colony living to the westward of where these troops are 
BSW^TSsTefl', on" what" are commonly called the New-llamp- 
^jrg" T7/jgft^/ tTiat In case of an attack from the savages I 
have mentioned, who, if any, are most our enemies, I could 
Tvish tlTem toremain"un3fer orders there for .that, purpose. 
^TanT ^xt ^ii'Tel y^ap py to learn .that you are so well sup- 
pTiecT wiTH provisions. I have now a tolerable stock of 
Hourjl)"" t" vervTutle "pork ; fat cattle are, however, coming 
OpT^cTlhat 1 do not apprehend we shall suffer in that 
article. 

~!:3ly IJest wishes attend Colonel Heed and Major MiJJlin. 

ST amTTffoTt respectfully, your Excellency's obe_dicn_t._very 
humble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

His Excellency General Washington, &c. he. 

"£ J ^i.iWwiW)_ >!q*TT TO GOVETlNqUR TRUMBULL. 

--: -,-— . r Ticpnd.;rogii, August 6, 1775. 

? HosounEn Sir : Since I arrived at this place the Gen- 
eral "ave out in orders for returns to he made to him of all 
fl^nSce!' "that/were first at the taking possession of those 
grrmrmi. I inquired of his Honour about the matter. , He 
lolcT "me he had orders from the General Congress to pay off 
ff^T h^Tccou'h ts, on which I informed him that our Goyern- 
hjeTO"a ~(J"" p"aTd considerable sums of money to some people 
WicTTvere In'that" service, and desired him not to pay any 
of those accounts till we knew to whom, and how much 
ourXolony had paid. 1 further tokl him, that sundry of 
the people who were in that service afterwards entered 
into the service of the Massachusetts, under Col. Arnold; 
and I heard Colonel Arnold order some of them to make 
"Splheir accounts from their first entering on the ground, 
lOlml Uioudit l . nere was danger °^ S reat mistakes being 
iriadV^'n^whichJis' Honour concluded not to pay any of 
them until he had collected the whole, and transmitted 
them to vout Honour and the Provincial Congress. If I 
haveTdone ""wron"i~in my information to the General, your 
iJoTionr will, correct inc. 

V . X wrote a letter to your Honour about a month ago from 
Alba ny, informing something about the controversy that 
happened between Colonel llinman and Colonel Arnold, 
and_concluded.to have given a further account from New- 
Torlc, B'ufbeing unwell while at New-York I neglected it. 
M y Vro ther and Mr. Halsey will be able to give a particu- 
lar _acc;onnroX. that affair. 

I don't findjliat the money sent by Colonel Easton, or 
by any other person, from our Colony, was improved for 
the payment of the people that were at the reduction of 
this place! I hear that I am blamed on account of Colonel 
EWimihaving that money from our Colony, as they say 
Lreiipjilnlended Jiim to our Assembly. I did not in any 
sTiape'eBommeh'd "him, only by showing the copy of a letter 
l.wrot.ellie Provincial Congress, acquainting them that he 
had assisted in raising men for the service, &c, and de- 
sired his own Province to reward him according to his 
merits. 

We have had the account of the disposition of the Cana- 
dians (tony^ sundry persons lately, of which my brother can 
give the particulars. 

? Lieutenant 'Halsey hath been from the Company ever 
sInSTfn£^UeF part of June, on board the vessels, from 
winch service i'ne is now discharged, and is honourably paid 
for; but he still talks of not joining the Company any 
more. If he should not, should be glad of commissions to 
fill "the Company. 

- I am. Sir, with respect, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant ] ~ = ~~~ " :l "" Edward Mott. 
Honourable Jonathan Trumbull. 
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BtApENSBtTRGH (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

At. a,, rjieeting of the Committee of Bladensburgh, in 
Prince Georges County, on Tkesday, the 1st day of Au- 

Mr. Christopher Lowndes, Chairman, 
'*''■' Mr. Thomas Williams, Clerk. 



Resolved, That George Munro's Letter to Messrs. Bruce 
miLRitchie be published in the Maryland Gazette; also, 
his Letters to the Committee. 

Bladensburgh, June 18, 1775. 

Dear Gentlemen: 1 received yours of the 30th ult., 
by which I was glad to understand that our friend William 
found his way at last to peace and plenty; but on his arrival 
1 am not surprised that he should find peace and plenty all 
reduced to poverty, as the war last summer has drained the 
country of corn and oilier grain ; but with good luck, I 
hope die produce of your plantation will again enable you 
to live in plenty. I can assure you, my dear friends, it 
gives me an inward satisfaction to IiearHiat you think 
our old scheme will turn out TO great advantage, although 
I may never have the happiness to enjoy the fiuhs of it 
along with you. 1 am sensible that if these, disputes between 
the two countries were once settled, we might carry into 
execution a great many schemes which would turn out to 
our mutual advantage. But times continue to wear such 
a dismal aspect, that I am very much at a loss wha t to do. 
We shall see in all this summer and fall how things are 
likely to turn out, and what A- Ross says on lis return 
from the Mississippi, and likewise Mr. Bruce, as he in- 
tends to go down about that time ; so Lhope I shall then 
be better able to judge than at present. My father writes 
me in his last letter, that if I do not Unci tie cou ntry I 
am in, or my particular situation, to my mind, I may leave 
it, either proceeding thence io;\J_amaica , wliere mylrotber 
is, or to take the first most convenient opportunity of a 
Clyde ship to go home, to be fitted out next for Jamaica, 
or any other place to be thought most proper. lie says 
the last of these steps he would like best, if I should find 
it proper to leave America ; and says the confusions which 
are likely to prevail on the Continent for. sornejime, and 
which at least will ruin trade while they last, is the reason 
of this hint I give you ; but says he leaves me Jo act as I 
will judge most prudent, and according to the advice of my 
friends present with me. He said he had thus signified his 
mind, that 1 might be in no difficulty to deterinine asjjilease. 
I wrote him for answer, that I should be determined by 
the time above mentioned what steps to take, but could 
not before. John Gray likewise advises me to come home 
to enter into copartnership with him, and to come out here 
to manage the business. The scheme he proposes might 
be carried on with a very small capitaT; lut you know any 
such scheme must be put off for the present. We hear of 
nothing new down this way that can__be depended upon. 

There are so many d d lies going atout the country, 

and in the newspapers, that it is" riot worth whjle Tn en- 
tioning any of them. One thing is true, ttiaf the New- 
Englanders have taken Fort Ticonderoga ly surprise, in 
the night-time, when the soldiers were~;all asleep. There 
was only about forty soldiers in the fort. We have at last 
been obliged to muster to live on peaceable terms wltn the 
country people. Our company is commanded by Colonel 
Joshua Beall. We are all obliged to nave a hunting-shirt, 
gun, bayonet, and cartridge-box ; ButTf ifls ever likely to 
come to blows this way, you know my determlnejT resolu- 
tion not . I need not go any farther, as it is not 

advisable to trust one's sentiments on paper, as they now 
open all letters to the northward, and I suppose the Com- 
mittees in every other place will follow the s ame laudabl e 
example. A ship arrived lately in Virginia from Glas* 
gow, The Captain, upon his arrival, sent the letters from 
the company by express, to their factors, but before the 
express reached the place wherer Lejntended, two men 
followed him on horseback, took theTeuers from Fim, read 
them, and then returned them open:. 

Lord Dunmore and family are all gone on board of a 
man-of-war. 

For more news I refer you to Captain Cohin, as lie says 
he shall write you. 

I shall expect to hear from you soon. You may depend 
upon hearing from me as often as possible. In the mean 
time, believe me to be, dear gentlemen, your aFectionate 
Mend, George Munrq. 

To Messrs. Bruce and Ritchie, on King's Creek, and care 

of Alexander Ross, Esq., Fort Pitt. 

P.rS. 1 shall settle Mr. Bruce's account with Mr.ATcAo- 
las Free. , ....__. ,,„.„. .,.„.. 
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' Bladensburgh, August 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen : It is with unspeakable grief that I think 
of my hasty inconsiderateness, in writing what 1 ought not 
to have wrote, on the 18ih of June, to two young men of 
my acquaintance, and am especially uneasy to find, from 
my letter, that 1 have used expressions which might affect 
others, when, in truth, I intended no such thing. My ap- 
prenticeship being out in this country, I intended, according 
to my father's inclination, to have gone to Britain, after 
assisting Mr. Henderson through the purchase, and I 
thought of nothing less than mustering in this country; 
but seeing him fond of it, and that it was generally done, 
I went into the company, but intended to go to my parents ; 
and having no property to fight for here, I never had the 
least notion of enlisting to fight, because that would have 
obliged me to stay here, contrary to my father's inclina- 
tion. I am induced to address this letter to you, because 
Lha veobserved that an acknowledgment in writing is always 
required by the Committees from people who are guilty of 
such imprudence as I have been guilty of. My serious 
sen timents are not against the rights of the country: and I 
truly believe, that if the people in general in Great Britain 
were allowed to consider coolly the reasons set forth by the 
Congress, and were well informed of the oppressions of the 
Ministry, they would not be against America. I cannot 
now show my serious sentiments, having so inconsiderately 
got the ill will of my best friends by a letter which I never 
read over, nor kept a copy of, unless by carrying home 
with me the arguments^!* the Congress, and doing my 
poor endeavours to have them more generally understood 
at home than they seem to be by the people in general 
there. Upon the whole, I commit myself to you, and 
entreat you to meet immediately, not doubting but you will 
make charitable allowances for the inconsiderateness of 
youth ; and am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

George Munro. 
To the Gentlemen of the Committee of Bladensburgh . 

Resolved, That this Committee do adjourn to Monday, 
the 7th day of this instant. 



RICHARD HENDERSON TO COLONEL JOSHUA BEALL. 

Bladensburgh, August 2, 1775. 

Sir: The letters which Mr. Johnson, the Adjutant, 
brought, were read at the head of the Company on Mon- 
day, according to your orders ; and the question being put 
on Tuesday, for every man who would risk his life in de- 
fence of American liberty to repair to the colours, every 
man present made up Jo them. 

Mr. Munro was put under arrest on Monday, because 
none of ihe Company would agree to see him forthcoming, 
as I was greatly provoked on reading a letter from one of 
my family, containing sentiments so different from mine ; 
but I_was.prevailed on afterwards to become answerable 
for his appearance before the Committee, who were to 
meet the next day. 

When Twas employed with the Company on Tuesday, 
a great body of people came into the Town with loaded 
arms, and expressed a resolution to tar and feather him, 
whatever might be the determination of the Committee ; 
and a lean Jiorse_was also brought, upon which he was to 
be set and drummed through the Town. This so fright- 
ened the young man that, he got one of the horses belong- 
ing 16 The store, and rode off in such haste that he carried 
away the key of the money drawer. As soon as it was 
known that he had gone off, two gentlemen were imme- 
diately appointed by the people out of doors to ride after 
him and bring hirrT hack, who were supplied with money 
and horses at my expense. 

The question then with the people out of doors arose, 
what was to be done with me ; and with great difficulty, 
after I had offered to do every thing that I could possibly 
do, they consented that the Committee should allow me 
till Monday next to get Mr. Munro back. 

I am sure, Colonel Beall, no person who knows me can 
harbour the smallest suspicion that I am an enemy to 
America, where I have so many children and all my pro- 
perty. My sentiments I never concealed, they have inva- 
riably been the same, jind ever friendly to America. 

On Monday next our Committee are again to meet. I 
have every reason to expect that a great concourse of 



people will assemble on the occasion. Mr. Munro' '$ return 
is uncertain, and I, an innocent man, may be a victim of 
their resentment. In these times of general distress, it will, 
I hope, appear to the Convention to be necessary to pre- 
scribe some certain rules to be observed by the people, who 
ought, surely, for the sake of order, to be directed by the 
Committees, as the Committees at the same time ought to 
be by the Convention. 

I flatter myself that my conduct hath ever been such 
that I have the general esteem of most in the circle of my 
acquaintance ; yet I know I am not without enemies. As 
this matter of Mr. Munro's will spread far over the coun- 
try, and many may hear that I am answerable for him, nay, 
perhaps, that I am myself guilty of some enmity to Ame- 
rica, I think it incumbent upon me to have this letter 
printed, and also the copy of a letter which I wrote to Iftr. 
Corbett, who had been my assistant, dated July 30th, 1774, 
and which Mr. Charles Wallace, of Annapolis, saw at my 
house, and approved of last winter, in order that the publick 
in general, as well as my friends and acquaintances, may 
be satisfied with regard to my conduct concerning the pre- 
sent unnatural and unhappy dispute between the Mother 
Country and her Colonies. 

The immediate necessity of the Convention's coming to 
some determination relative to the present case, I hope 
will appear evident to the gentlemen there. Their deter- 
minations, and the opinions of the Committees, together 
with the rules of the Congress, I hold it my indispensable 
duty, as a friend to the cause of America, strictly to observe, 
without either falling short of, or going beyond those rules. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

Richard Henderson. 
To Colonel Joshua Beall. 



RICHARD HENDERSON TO CUNNINGHAM CORBEW'. 

Bladensburgh, July 3D, 1774. 
Dear Sir : I wrote you what I thought would be the 
consequence of the act for blockading Boston ; and now 
since the second act, destroying the Charter of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, and the third, giving new powers in favour of 
the military, there is an amazing union of sentiment, fiom 
South- Carolina to New-England, as to the principle ; but 
the means of obtaining relief are to be settled by a Con- 
gress of the first patriots, deputed from all the Colonies, to 
meet early in September, at which I should not be surprised* 
to see all commercial intercourse with Britain stopped. 
Importation from Britain will assuredly be stopped, either 
wholly or very nearly so ; but every honest heart is„shocked 
at the ruin which a non-importation would bring on indi- 
vidual traders in Britain, who have put faith in us. Yet 
even this measure has many publick advocates, ana! I 
believe many more private ones, and it will assuredly 
take place, as the dernier resort, before the Americims will 
yield their rights. You know something of the disposition 
that rules the people here. As you go Northward, they 
are not less zealous, but more steady. Ancrit is to he wished 
that those who attempt to give law to this "Country, had 
correspondents among that set of men whom we callthe 
country gentlemen of America, to correct the advices which 
they receive from other quarters. These men have ideas 
of liberty resembling the old English ideas. They have 
always hitherto been, as King Alfred said the" English 
ought to be, free as their own thoughts. ' Indeed, even our 
commonalty have never been used to stand in awe of rank 
and station. They are a well-informed, reasoning com- 
monalty too, perhaps the most of any on earth, because of 
the free intercourse between man and man that prevails 
in America. Their free access to courts of law, as parties 
and jurors, where they hear the rights of the subject nobly 
debated ; their frequent and free elections, which give occa- 
sion for candidates to scan each other's principles and con- 
duct before the tribunal of the people, together with the 
freedom and general circulation of newspapers, Wd the 
eagerness and leisure of the people to read jhern, o7to 
listen to those who do. In such a country it lspJSn that 
the sentiments of the ablest patriots soon become the gene- 
ral sentiments. Our ancestors, say they, with a view of 
enlarging, not of diminishing the rights of their posterity, 
emigrated to a waste country, then useless, stipulating alle- 
giauce to the Crown, and coincidence of laws with those 
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of England, and reserving all the rights of Englishmen, 
^p'icTaTTy exemption from taxes, unless they should tax 
themselves. Tins contract was solemnly ratified in the face 
oTtne worlaDy charters. England breaks the contract, 
claims a right ot taxation, and sends an army to eniorce it. 
If a contract, say they, must bind both parties, or else neither 
party, and s"he breaks loose, now are we bound ? 
1 If she refuses our dependence by contract, and claims it 
by power, she pursues a measure towards us, upon a resist- 
fffi&FTo which her own Constitution is founded. If her an- 
cestors were Yijiht in refusing slavery, are not we also right ? 
If dependance on the will of others, for the enjoyment 
of possessions, constitutes political slavery, doth not the 
fight" claimed" \>y the people of England, of granting at 
their wills to jhe Crown the property of Americans, con- 
stitute "political slavery in America 1 ] The rights derived 
fTorn our fathers we hold in trust for out children, to whom 
we CTWe'protection from injuries during their infancy. Po- 
litical slavery is the greatest of injuries; are we not there- 
fop most indispensably bound to guard our infant children 
from it? JNe have, say they, answered the end of their 
ottSTnaf emigration. We have aggrandized the British 
Empire. All the spare produce of our lands, all the sweat 
of our brows goes to Britain, in obedience to her regula- 
tions; of trade, We take in return manufactures, charged 
Witlf the British taxes, and after paying all the produce of 
Our lands, being still in debt for these taxed manufactures, 
it is plain that all the produce of our lands pays the British 
ttt'fes."' Where is the difference whether we be personally 
present in Britain, paying taxes, or be here, enabling men 
Tfl Britain to pay them in our stead? Our taxation by 
romtneTce is constitutional, being consented to by us; a 
right of internal taxation, without our consent, is arbitrary. 
In proportion as arbitrary taxes are levied on us, (since we 
are in debt more than all the precious metals among us can 
pay,) we shall be disabled from consuming British manu- 
factures, consequently our constitutional taxation will be less, 
as ourarbitrary taxation becomes more. But our constitu- 
tional taxation, coming through the medium of the manu- 
facturers, needs no addition of tax-gatherers. An arbitrary 
"fijHJion ]?f "America would provide places for infinite swarms 
of ministerial tools. Hence we suppose a tyrant Minister 
ITnd his dependants have dared to call the riot of a few, 
mcjjnseTjiJence oi arbitrary taxation, the rebellion ol all; 
_a'(teifi*f)tingTo cover, under specious names, their iniquitous 
^pnTuunding of innocent and guilty, untried, unheard, in 
'errcTHm; "their breach of national faith in overthrowing 
charters, and their hostile invasions to force arbitrary taxes 
upon us. We have granted our property in aid of the 
Empire in time of war. We even granted beyond our 
ability, and Parliament, sensible of this, refunded. 

The Constitutionof the Empire would cease if one legis- 
klivejmight grant aids out of the property of another. The 
idea of property would cease if one had a right to bestow 
wnat tielongs to another. The regulation of trade is a 
pfltvOT'Capable to govern the motions of the whole system ; 
if that be lodged in the Parent State it is enough. 

These aresome of the reasonings prevailing in America ; 
and although they come weak from my pen, yet they will 
he amusing to you, more especially as it is impossible but 
tliat all the attenlio.n of Britain must be drawn towards a 
lTOPiffw big with t|ie fate of the Empire, 
t Farewell, and believe me to be, &c, 

' " Richard Henderson. 

To ~Sli. Cunningham Corbett, Merchant in Glasgow. 

Mit. Green: Injustice to Mr. Henderson I must beg 
leave, through the channel of your press, to inform the 
"pubhek that the above letter, dated July, 1774, was shown 
me last fall at his house as he above asserts. And I must 
furth er say, that I liave frequently conversed with him on 
on Fp resent "disputes, and he has always expressed princi- 
ples the most friendly to the freedom of America. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
- - - — • Chables, Wallace. 

Monday, August 7, 1775. 
--The Committee met according to adjournment, and pro- 
: "*f|ded to^Ghoose a Chairman, who made choice, of Mr. 
i TJwmas JLcfflM, Chairman, Thomas Williams, Clerk. 



The Committee resumed the consideration of the busi- 
ness before them_on Tuesday the first instant. The Follow- 
ing Letter was produced and read from Mr. Munro to the 
Committee : 

Bladensburgh, August 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen: You would no doubt, after reading the 
letter I wrote you last Tuesday, be surprised at my sudden 
departure, when you had a right to expect my appearance 
before you when called for. I do solemnly declare, when 
I wrote that letter to you in the morning, that 1 had no 
intention to leave the place before I iiad appeared before 
you, and submitted to whatever might have been your de- 
termination with respect to me. If I had intended going 
away, I should most certainly have done it in the night 
time ; but in place of that 1 think it was after twelve o'cloc k 
on Tuesday when I left the Town. My only reason for 
taking this step was, for fear of the violence some of jhe peo- 
ple threatened, and were preparing to i nfflc t on my person 
at all events, whatever might be your determination. I con- 
fess to you, gentlemen, that my fear was so great as to give 
me no time to reflect on the danger in which my flight might 
involve Mr. Henderson, who had passed Iiis word for my 
appearance before you, and who was ignorant of my going 
away. My only thought at that ti me wa sTToget out of the 
way of the people's fury until "tHey should have time to 
think more coolly on the matter", but I never had any inten- 
tion of leaving the country wIthout~ap~peanng before you. 
As a proof of this, while 1 way down die river, and before 
I heard any persons were sent after me, two ships sailed 
for Glasgow, in either of which T couTcT have gone. I 
think I can say with truth, that any" person, if ever there 
was a person who felt as I did, on finding I was to be de- 
prived of my only hope, (I mean theimmanity and delibe- 
ration of your proceedings on nTyinconsiderate conduct,) 
and was to fall a victim to the rage of a few men, who I 
thought had not considered the nature of my case, nor the 
temperate and prudent rules of the Congress and Conven- 
tion ; I say, that any such persrm would excuse my going 
out of the way at that time. I am now, gentlemen, wait- 
ing to appear before you, and to submit to your determina- 
tion, whatever it may be, and most earnestly implore your 
protection and interposition with this people, should they 
still be exasperated against me. Allow me to go safe home 
in obedience to my father, for I never intended, nor ever 
will injure America. ~~~T^zr~.'..^'' 

With great respect, I am, gentlemen, your most humble 
servant, George Munro. 

To the Gentlemen of the Committee of ' Bladensburgh. 

The Committee required the appearance of Mr. Munro, 
wiio appeared accordingly, and was aslted Pthe foiTowinff 
Questions : 

Question 1st. What Mr. Munro m eant by the expres- 
sion, We have at last been obliged to muster. 

Answer. I had no particular person fn rny eye, and had 
no meaning in it, further than that I supposed others in the 
same circumstances with myself might entertain the same 
sentiments. """'_'. .J.'. ~l~.l.'. .. 

Question 2d. Mr. Munro was then asked whether he 
had any conversation with any person on the above subject. 

Answer. That he had not. 

Question 3d. Mr. Munro beingnsked what he would have 
expressed further when he said, Ineed not go any further 
as it is not advisable to trust one's s entiments on paper. 

Answer. He had no meaning" atlQTlnTt, 

Voted unanimously, That the said George Munro is 
inimical to American liberty. 

Signed by order : Thomas Williams, Clerk. 



WHITE CLAY CREEK (DELAWARE) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committe e otWhite. C lay Creek 
Hundred, in New-Castle County, at Mr. Henry Darby's, 
in New- Ark, August 7, 1775, William Patterson, Esq.| 
being in the chair, when the Rev. Morgan Edward's 
attended, and signed the following Wbtnjatiori, which was 
Voted satisfactory, viz : -.,-_._.^-_. . - 

" Whereas, I have some time since frequently made use 
of rash and imprudent expressions with re spect to the con- 
duct of my fellow-countrymen, who are now engagedin a 
noble and patriotic* struggle for the liberties "of America, 
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against the arbitrary measures of the British Ministry, 
which conduct has justly raised their resentment against 
me, I now confess that I have spoken wrong, for which I 
am sorry, and ask forgiveness of the publick ; and I do 
promise, that for the future I will conduct myself in such 
a manner as to avoid giving offence, and, at the same time, 
in justice to myself, declare, that 1 am a friend to the present 
measures pursued by the friends to American liberty, and 
do heartily approve of them, and, as far as in my power, will 
endeavour to promote them. Morgan Edwards." 



SOUTHOLD (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE TO THE PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 
Southold, Long-Island, August 7, 1775. 

Sir: Our situation is such that we are obliged to call 
upon the honourable Congress for their immediate assist- 
ance. Yesterday thirteen sail, eight of which are supposed 
to be ships-of-war, were seen to be cruising the whole day 
betwixt Montauk and Fisher's Island, and are this morn- 
ing riding at anchor betwixt the said island and the Oyster 
Ponds. We are in hourly expectation of their landing at 
Oyster-Ponds, or elsewhere, where our assistance wilFbe 
absolutely necessary; but should that be the case, we are 
unable to defend ourselves, or others, being destitute of 
powder, as some of the honourable Congress well know. 
This being the true state of our case, we thought proper 
to send an express to inform you thereof, and humbly pray 
that the said honourable Congress would take our case into 
consideration, and provide ways and means for our imme- 
diate supply. Lieutenant Norton this minute appeared 
before the Committee, and informed them, that his Com- 
pany are, many of them, entirely destitute of powder, and 
ten of them of arms;_the part of the Company mentioned 
are from Brookhaven, and now present at Hubbard's, and 
their arms now examined by the Colonel and Major. 

By order of the Committee: 

Robert Hempsted, Chairman. 
Hon. P. V. B. Livingston, President New- York Congress. 



Albany, August 7, 1775. 

A Return of the Second Regimenf in the Colony of New- 
York, whereof Goose Van Schaick is Colonel. 

1 Colonel, 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 Major, 1 Adjutant, 
1 Quartermaster. 

Companies: Captain John Visscher's: 1 Captain, 2 
Lieutenants, 3 Sergeants, 69 Rank and File. 

Captain Cornelius Van Dyck's: 1 Captain, 2 Lieuten- 
ants, 3 Sergeants, 65 Rank and File. 

Captain Hezekiah Balding' s: 1 Captain, 2 Lieuten- 
ants, 3 Sergeants, 45 Rank and File. 

Captain Joel Pratt's: 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 3 Ser- 
geants, 59 Rank and File. 

Captain George White's: 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 3 
Sergeants, 58 Rank and File. 

Captain Barent J. Ten Eyck's : 1 Captain, 2 Lieuten- 
ants, 3 Sergeants, 48 Rank and File. 

Captain Christopher P. Yates's: 1 Captain, 2 Lieu- 
tenants, 3 Sergeants, 53 Rank and File. 

Captain Elisha Benedict's : 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 
3 Sergeants, 69 Rank and File. 

Captain Joseph McKrachum's : 1 Captain, 2 Lieuten- 
ants, 3 SergeanTs, 52 Rank and File. 

Captain John Graham's : 1 Captain, 2 Lieutenants, 3 
Sergeants, 49 Rank and File. 

Total: 1 Colonel, 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 Major, 1 
Adjutant, 1 Quartermaster, 10 Captains, 20 Lieutenants, 
30 Sergeants, 567 Rank and File. 

N. B, The Major, Adjutant, and Quartermaster, who are 
here relumed, are. those recommended by the Committee 
of the City of Albany, and approved of by me. The Al- 
bany Deputies will, if necessary, inform the Congress who 
those persons~arey their moral characters and political sen- 
timents, Goose Van Schaick, Colonel, 



first instant. Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Colonel 
Saltonstall, received yesterday. 1 ordered him, as Colonel 
of the Third, Colonel Samuel Coit, of the Eighth, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel Abbot, of the Twentieth Regi- 
ment, in this Colony, forthwith to raise so many men of 
their Regiments as could be speedily got in readiness, to 
march for our defence and safety against any attacks or 
proceedings from that Fleet. I have also ordered Major 
Jonathan Latimer and Captain Edward Shipman, with 
their Companies, of the Seventh Regiment, raised for our 
special defence, to rendezvous for the presenPat -TNew- 
London, notwithstanding the preceding orders given for 
their march to the camp before Boston; not doubting it 
would meet your approbation on the present emergency. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your obedient 
humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, August 7, 1775. 
Sir: Fessenden is not returned hither. Your letter to 
Major-General Schuyler was forwarded per express on the 



GEN. WASHINGTON TO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

" In Council, August 7, T775. 
"The Committee appointed to wait on his Excellency 
General Washington, to request him to inform the Board 
of the extent of the powers delegated to him by the Con- 
tinental Congress, reported the following Letter from his 
Excellency, and an extract of his Institutions; which were 
read, and ordered to be filed. 

"Perez Morton, Scc'y pro tern." 

Camp at Cambridge, August 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen ; Enclosed you have an extract of such 
parts of my Instructions as 1 conceive you want to be in- 
formed of. I did not know whether, as the proceedings of 
the Congress are not made publick, how far I was at lib- 
erty to communicate what I have; further I cannot go at 
present. I beg the favour of you to make a tender of my 
best respects to your honourable Board, and do me tire 
justice to believe that I am, Gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent and humble servant, Go. Washington. 

P. S. There are now at this place two or three Sur- 
geons from Philadelphia, very powerfully recommended 
to me by some of the Delegates of the Continental Con- 
gress, to be provided for. If you should want such, and 
will signify the same, 1 will inform them thereof; they are 
strangers to me, but have the appearance of gentlemen, 
and are strongly recommended as men of knowledge in 
their profession. Yours, &c. ... G. W. 

"An extract from the Instructions of the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress to General Washington. 

"This Congress having apppinted you to be General 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United 
Colonies, and of all the Forces raised or to be: raised by 
them, and of all others who shall voluntarily offer them- 
selves and join the said Army for the defence of Ameri- 
can liberty, and for repelling every hostile invasion thereof, 
you are to repair with all expedition to the Colony of 
Massachusetts-Bay, and take charge of the Aimy of the 
United Colonies. 

"For your better directions — First. You are to make a 
Return to us, as soon as possible, of all the Forces which 
you shall have under your command, together with their 
Military Stores and Provisions, and also as exact an ac- 
count as you can obtain of the Forces which compose the 
British Army in America. 

" Secondly. You are not to disband any of the men you 
find raised until further directions from this Congress, and 
if you shall think their number not adequate to the purpose 
of security, you may recruit them to a number you shall 
think sufficient, not exceeding 

" Thirdly. In all cases of vacancy, occasioned by death, 
or a removal of a Colonel, or other inferiour officer, you 
are, by brevet or warrant, under your seal, to; appoint 
another person to fill up such vacancy, until it "shall be 
otherwise ordered by the Provincial Convention or Assem- 
bly of the Colony from whence the Troops in which such 
vacancy happens shall direct otherwise. 

"Fourthly. You are to victual at the Continental ex- 
pense all such Volunteers as have joined, or shall join the 
United Army, Sic," 



« 
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«F W *F_\L T^mmTmi -rn yvtv PRESIDENT OF THE C0JJN- 
- — .=~ Clf 01 M\SS\CTIUSETJS-BAY. 

= = ITcad-Quiirtors, August 7, 1775. 

"Siji . B) Uil General Return made to me for last week, 
I find there are great numbers of soldiers and non-cominis- 
"StoTI^rJ officers who absent themselves from duty, the greater 
parFoT whom, Ihave reason to believe, are at their respec- 
tive homes in different parts of the Country,- some em- 
ployed by their officers on their farms, and others drawing 
^>fy from trie publiclc while they are working on their own 
plantations, or for hire. My utmost exertions have not 
1)een_aEle_to prevent this base and pernicious conduct. I 
Tfitifr, therefore, beg the assistance of the General Court 
to " Ifo^ojpeTare wTtli me in such measures as may remedy 
this mischief. T am of opinion it might be done, either 
wholly or in part, by the Committees of your several 
Towns making strict and impartial inquiry of such as are 
found absent from the Army, upon whose account they have 
loft it, by whose leave, and for what time ; requiring such 
a.* have no impediment of sickness, or other good reason, 
to lefuin to their duty immediately, or, in case of failure, 
sending an account of their names, and the Company and 
"Regiment to whic h they belong, that I may be able to make 
examples of such delinquents. 

I need not enlarge upon the ruinous consequence? of 
suffering such infamous deserters and defrauders of the 
pablick to go unnoticed or unfurnished, nor use any argu- 
ments to induce the General Court to give it immediate 
attention. The necessity of the case does not permit me 
to doubt the continued exertions of that zeal which has 
.distinguished the General Court upon less important occa- 
sions." "I have the honour to be, &tc. 

"" • - Go. Washington. 



this Town, County, and Colony, not to have any commer- 
cial connection .with the saiil.fny, Van forth, Sic, but to 
shun their causes and persons, and treat them with that 
contempt and neglect they deserve. And whereas, the 
said Committee have thought it necessary that the said 
Vnnforth, Fay, &c, be confined to this Town, and that 
(hey assemble not together more than two of them at a 
time, (except at publick worship and at funerals,)" "there- 
fore further recommend it to the good people of tliis Col- 
ony, that if the same persons, or any of them, should 
depart out of this Town without a permit from said Com- 
mittee, they take up and confine or send them back again. 
Per order of the said Committee : 

Seth Padelford, Clerk of Committee. 

N. B. All printers in this Colony are desired to publish 
this. , : 

ROCHESTER (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE,. 

Rochester, August 7, 1775. 

Gideon Bestow, of Rochester, hath been guilty oT~con- 
travening the Resolve of the Provincial Congress, T>y ex- 
porting the necessaries of life to the Island of Nantuck et; 
and with whom all persons are desjrecQo vyTOidj:ajvv_all_sorts 
of connections, and have no dealings with Him lor the 
future. ... ._ 

By order of the Committee of Inspection for sauTTown : 

John Dott, Chairman. 



Watcrlovrn, August 7, 1775. 

Since I came out of Boston, where T left all my effects 
to the mercy of a lawless banditti, to amuse myself have 
made several excursions into different parts of the country, 
and with pleasure have observed the firm, steady, and reso- 
lute spirit which animates every individual. My last tour 
Was to Portsmouth, where, to my astonishment, and I dare 
say to the astonishment of all America, I was informed, 
that the Committee for that Town had voted to supply the 
Scarborough man-of-war, lying in their river, with from 
four to six hundred weight of fresh beef weekly. This 
account, I must confess, appeared to be scarce credible; 
hut on making farther inquiry, found it too true; and the 
reason assigned for this conduct was owing to the threats 
of a paltry sloop-of-vvar to deprive the inhabitants of fresh 
fish, unless, they afforded them such a quantity of beef. 
Toa great a soul I hoped animated the breast of every 
American to submit to so insolent a demand ; and instead 
of treating it with the contempt such insolence deserved, 
to the surprise of many of the worthy inhabitants, the Com- 
mittee passed a vote to supply with provisions those butch- 
ers of onrcpuntiynren, who are daily pilfering and destroy- 
ing our" property, and exercising every act of cruelty to 
distress and .'estroy us, by this unexampled instance sub- 
mitting to their imperious demands, and, like suppliants, 
entreating their favour. Such conduct, at so important a 
crisis, cannot tut wring tears from every well-wisher to 
America. This fact is of so important a nature, that it 
ought in justice to be made publick; and I hope it will so 
affect the minds of the worthy inhabitants of that Town, 
as to'exclude from all further service the timid members of 
a Committee who act in direct opposition to both Conti- 
nental and Provincial Congresses. A Traveller. 



■''-' . HAttDwlCK (Massachusetts) committee. 

In Committee of Correspondence for the Town of Hardwiek, > 

August 7, 1775. ( 

Whereas, Deacon James Fay, Jonathan Vanforth, Aimer 
Conant, Joseph Buggies, Jun., Israel Corkey, and Jona- 
than Nye, all of Hardwick, in the County of Worcester, 
have, by their conduct in various instances manifested a 
disposition inimical to the rights and privileges of their 
countrymen. Therefore, 

Resolved, That their names be published to the world 
agreeable to the Association of the Continental Congress; 
and that it be earnestly recommended to the inhabitants of 



NEW -HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 
SCHUYLER. 
In Committee of Safety, August 7, 1775. 

Sir : The Congress of this Colony some time past raised 
three companies, consisting of sixty-six men each, including 
officers, to be a guard to the Western frontiers on Covnec- 
ticut River; and upon receiving some Tate advices Jrom 
Canada, we conceive they will not be needed there ; Tiave 
since applied to General Washington to see if he had occa- 
sion for them in his Army if not full, especially considering 
those companies consist of rangers, hunters, and men accus- 
tomed to the woods. He said he would write to you on 
the subject, which we expect you have received. The 
bearer, Colonel Bedel, commander of a Regiment of Militia 
on Connecticut River, to promote the great cause in which 
we are engaged, accepted the command of a_ company to 
guard as aforesaid ; he is a person of great experience in 
war, and well acquainted with Canada; we would" recom- 
mend him to you as an able i officer to compinndXregiment, 
and if the circumstances of your Army will admit his recep- 
tion and the aforesaid companies, w-e sliall esteem It a favour 
done them, as they are companies of the deprivees """oTtlie 
service, being engaged in the general. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COL. BETJEL. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, August 771 775. 

Sir: The Committee of Safety have waited on Gen. JVash- 
ington, to endeavour to get the Company raised to guard 
the Western frontiers received into the pay of the Conti- 
nent; but he informed, us that he cannot, consistent with 
his instructions, receive more than two thousand men; but 
has, at our request, wrote to GeneraJ Schuyler, recommend- 
ing his receiving them ; and the bearer, Captain Thornton, 
has a letter to the same purpose fr om General Sullivan. 

As the expense of those companies will he so greatln 
this Colony, and no danger as we appreHenJ on tne "fron- 
tiers, unless those companies can be received as aforesaid, 
they must he disbanded without going into actua Pservi ce. 
Therefore, we would desire you without loss of time, take 
Captain Thornton and such other assistance as you judge 
necessary, and repair to General Schuyler at Crown Point, 
before he gets his Army filled up, and endeavour to get 
those three companies into that service ; and if therfiisroom 
for a regiment, you can have opportunity to negotiat e that 
matter with him, as it must be a Continental^ and not a 
Colony matter. ' , .' 

NEW-HAMPSIITRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO MAJOR CrLLEY. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, August 7, 1775. 

Sir : You are desired as soon as possible to apply to 
the Selectmen of the several Towns in this Colony, with 
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whom was lodged the powder taken last winter from Fort 
William and Mary, take an account of what is now in their 
custody respectively, and request of them forthwith to con- 
vey the whole to Colonel Nicholas Gilman at Exeter. 
By order of the Committee. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COMMITTEE OF 
SUPPLIES. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, August 7, 1775. 

Sir : By Deacon Brooks we have sent you five hundred 
Pounds lawful money, which is all we can spare at present. 
As we understand that the Continental Congress have 
appointed a Commissary-General for the whole united 
American Army, we conceive there will be no further 
necessity for concerning yourselves with supplying our 
forces-; therefore, we judge it most prudent that you close 
all your accounts as speedily as possible, and desire that 
3'otiTVOuld let us know what further sums will be wanting 
to pay off all the debts you have contracted on account 
and for the benefit of this Colony, and we shall endeavour 
to send the amount in a very short time. 



proclamation by governour martin. 
North-Carolina, ss. 
By IEs Excellency Josiah Martin, Esq., His Majesty's 

Captain- General, Governour, and Commander-in- Chief, 

in and over the said Province : 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas, I hare" seen a publication in the Cape Fear 
Mercury, which appears to be Proceedings of a general 
meeting of people styling themselves Committees of the 
District of H'ilmington, signed Richard Quince, Sen., Chair- 
man, in which the well known and incontestible facts set 
forth in my Proclamation, bearing date the 16th day of June 
last, are most daringly and impudently contradicted, and the 
basest ancl most scandalous falsehoods are asserted, evident- 
ly calculated to impose upon and mislead the people of this 
Province, and to alienate their affections from His Majesty 
and his Government, and concluding, in the true spiiit of 
licentiousness and malignity that characterises the produc- 
tions of these seditious combinations, with a Resolve declar- 
ingTife an "enemy to the interests of this Province in parti- 
cular, Ttnd of America in general — an. impotent and stale 
device that the malice and falsehood of these unprincipled 
censors have suggested, and which is their last contempti- 
ble-artifice constantly resorted to and employed to calum- 
niate and traduce every tnan in every rank and station of 
life, who oppose their infamous and traitorous proceedings : 

And whereas, by the evil, pernicious, and traitorous coun- 
sels and influence of the. well known leaders of these sedi- 
tious Committees, a body of men was assembled in arms 
at Wilmington, on the 16th or 17th of July last, for the 
purpose, as was professed in a letter sent me on the night of 
the 18th ofthe same-month, (signed The People) by a cer- 
tain Jo/m Ashe, (who presumed insidiously to employ the 
i.nore respectable name of the people to cover his own flagi- 
tious designs,) of removing the King's artillery from Fort 
Johnston, under pretence of preserving and securing the 
same for the use and service of His Majesty ; and prefacing 
this declaration with sundry complainis of violence and mis- 
behaviour on the part of John Collet, Esq., Governour and 
Captain of the said Fort Johnston, many of which it was 
in my power, and it would have been my duty to have 
redressed, if they had been represented tome, which letter, 
signed The People, I thought it proper to answer, and dis- 
suade the deluded multitude from involving themselves in 
the _crlrninal_ enterprise of removing the King's artillery, 
which had been dismounted by my authority and not by 
Captain Collet's, as had been pretended in order to deceive 
thepeuple into a violence so dangerous and unwarrantable; 
and r.am to lament that my said letter, in answer to The 
People, produced no better or other effect than to prevent 
the execution of their criminal intention of removing the 
King's artillery, which was all that t heir letter to me avowed; 
and that they proceeded under the lead of the said John 
Ashe, and the other evil-minded conspirators against the 
pearnrund welfare of this Province, to the said Fort John- 
ston, and wantonly, in the dead hour of the night, set on 



fire and reduced to ashes the houses and buildings within 
His Majesty's said Fort, that had been evacuated and 
disarmed, and was entirely defenceless ; and that they re- 
turned next day and compieted, before my face, the destruc- 
tion of the wooden defences ofthe Fort, to which the fire 
of the night had not extended, burning the houses and 
desolating every thing in the neighbourhood of the place, 
with a degree of wanton barbarity that would disgrace 
human nature in the most savage state, and was an overt 
act of high treason against His Majesty, which justified my 
immediate vengeance, restrained by pity for the innocent, 
misguided, and deluded people, whom I considered as the 
blind instruments of their atrocious leaders ; who, defeated in 
the .still more flagitious designs they meditated, (of which I 
have the fullest evidence,) and already involved in guilt of 
the blackest dye themselves, it might be presumed urged 
on the people to every enormity that might make them 
appear principals in their own treasons, instead of blind 
instruments thereof, and by extending the guilt among 
many, screen themselves from the penalties which they 
had wantonly incurred ; nothing doubting at the same time, 
that cool and sober reflection would justly turn the._re.sent- 
ment and indignation of the people against the wicked 
contrivers and promoters of the violences into which they 
have been betrayed, to the disgrace of their Country and 
humanity ; and that they would expiate their own guilt by 
delivering up their leaders to receive the condign punish- 
ment that the laws inflict on such atrocious offenders. But 
having seen with astonishment a publication in the Cape- 
Fear Mercury, of the 28th clay of last month, in which a 
set of people styling themselves a Committee for the Town 
of Wilmington, and County of New-Hanover, have, to 
obviate the just effects that I expected from the return of 
reason and reflection to the people, most falsely, seditiously, 
and traitorously asserted, " that Captain Colfet was, under 
my auspices, preparing Fort Johnston for the reception of 
a promised re-enforcement, which was to be employed in 
reducing the good people of this Province to a slavish sub- 
mission to the will of a wicked and tyrannick Minister, 
and for this diabolical purpose had collected several aban- 
doned profligates, whose crimes had rendered them unwor- 
thy of civil society," &c, intending by various false pre- 
tences therein set forth, to justify the enormities into which 
they had plunged the innocent people, who I am confident 
were for the most part strangers to all the ostensible mo- 
tives to the outrages they were hurried on to commit, and 
which, according to the acknowledgment of this despicable 
seditious meeting, had no belter foundation than resent- 
ment to Captain Collet, an individual whose offences the 
law's powers, and that which 1 derive from His Majesty, 
were competent to correct in a legal way; and seeing that 
the said Committee, as it is called, have artfully, by Insi- 
dious compliments and flattery, and by their contemptible 
applause of the outrages and violences perpetrated in ancl 
about Fort Johnston, endeavoured to reconcile the minds 
of the people to treason and rebellion, in order to avert 
from their own heads the just, wrath with which, a due 
sense of those crimes would naturally inspire the people 
against the infamous persons who had basely betrayed 
them into offences of so dangerous and heinous a nature. 

And whereas, I have also seen a most infamous publica- 
tion in the Cape-Fear Mercury, importing to be Resolves 
of a set of people styling themselves a Committee for the 
County of Mecklenhurgh, most traitorously declaring the 
entire dissolution of the Laws, Government, and Constitu- 
tion of this Country, and setting up a system of rule and 
regulation repugnant to the laws, and subversive of His 
Majesty's Government; and another publication in the 
Cape-Fear Mercury of the fourteenth of last month, ad- 
dressed " To the Committees of the several Towns and 
Counties of North-Carolina, appointed for the purpose of 
carrying into execution the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress," bearing date at Philadelphia, June 19th, 1775, 
and signed William Hooper, Joseph Hemes, and Richard 
Caswell, the preposterous enormity of which cannot be 
adequately described and abhorred. It marks the Assem- 
bly, from whose members it conies, to be the genuine source 
of those foul streams of sedition which, through the chan- 
nels of Committees, have overflowed this once happy land, 
and at this moment threaten it with every species pf mise- 
ry, ruin, and destruction. This publication begins"wilh a 
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recital of tfie most unparalleled falsehoods that ever dis- 
graced a sheet of paper; witness the infamous misrepre- 
sentation of the affair of Lexington, (which must be also 
wilful,) and the notoriously false position, that Britain can- 
not: strpporT her Navy without the aid of North- Carolina 
Commodities, calculated to gull the people into a surrender 
of all the benefits of Commerce to the idle and absurd 
speculations and decrees of the affectedly omnipotent Con- 
gMS at Philadelphia. It proceeds upon these false and 
infamous assertions and forgeries to excite the people of 
North- Carolina to usurp the prerogative of the Crown, 
by forming a Militia, and appointing officers thereto, and 
finally to take up arms against the King and his Govern- 
ment ; impudently apprehending the people of this Col- 
ony" ior tFelr inactivity in treason and rebellion; and con- 
cluding with a most contradictory, insidious, and nonsensical 
jargon of exhortation to the people, affronting to and in- 
consistent with reason and common sense, to exert them- 
selves for the preservation of Britain; to strengthen the 
hands of Civil Government; to preserve the liberty of the 
Constitution ; to look up to the reigning Monarch of 
Britain as their lawful and rightful Sovereign, and to 
dare every difficulty and danger in support of his person, 
crown, and dignity, after monstrously, in the same breath, 
urging the people to the distress and ruin of Britain ; to 
the subversion of all Civil Government ; to open rebellion 
against the King and his authority, and in the most pointed 
terms prompting them to arms and resistance ; thus insi- 
diously attempting to reconcile allegiance and revolt, and 
inviting the people to actual rebellion under the mask and 
guise and profession of duty and respect — a shallow con- 
cealment of horrid treason, that I have no doubt every 
honest man will explode and treat with its merited con- 
tempt and abhorrence; while no man can wonder at the 
absurdity of the Address, as it must invariably attend every 
like attempt to reconcile things in reason and nature in- 
consistent." 

The, treasonable proceedings of an infamous Committee 
at Newbern, at the head of a body of armed men, in seiz- 
ing and carrying off six pieces of artillery, the property 
of the, King, that lay behind the Palace at that place; re- 
peated insults and -violences offered to His Majesty's sub- 
jects by these little tyrannical and arbitrary combinations, 
and, among others, to some of my own servants, who have 
been stopped when employed on my business, and forcibly 
detained and searched ; the unremitted assiduity of those 
engines of sedition to sow discontent and disaffection, and 
the base artifices they employ to alienate and prejudice the 
minds of His Majesty's subjects, by confidently and traitor- 
ously propagating the most base, scandalous, and monstrous 
falsehoods of the King's religious and political principles, 
and of ill designs of His Majesty's Ministers, daring thus 
to defame: and traduce even the sacred character of the 
best of Princes, whose eminent and distinguished virtues, 
by universal acknowledgment, irradiate with unexampled 
lustre his imperial diadem, and whose piety and strict and 
inviolable regard to the happy Constitution of his King- 
doms, in Church and State, and to the welfare and happi- 
ness of all his people, stand confessed and admired through- 
out the world, and confound and reprobate the infamous, 
traitorous, and flagitious falsehoods and forgeries to which 
faction hath upon every occasion resorted to prop and sup- 
port the most unprincipled and unnatural rebellion that was 
ever excitf d, in any part of the world upon which the light 
of civilization had ppce dawned; the dangerous, unconsti- 
tutional, and illegal measure to which the people are in- 
vited by an advertisement I have seen, signed. Samuel 
Johnston, of electing Delegates to meet in Convention, on 
the twentieth instant, at Hillsborough, that is subversive 
of the whole Constitution of this Country, and evidently- 
calculated to seduce and alienate His Majesty's faithful and 
loyal subjects in the inleriour and western Counties of this 
Province, '-whose steadfast duty to their King and Country, 
that hath hitherto resisted all the black artifices of false- 
hood, sedition; and treason/and hath already, on my repre- 
sentation, received the King's most gracious approbation 
and acceptance, which I am authorized and have now the 
high satisfaction to signify to His Majesty's subjects through- 
out ibis. Province, and particularly to those in the Counties 
of DoWs, Cumberland, Anson, Orange, Guilford, Chat- 
ham, Kowcen, and Surry, who have given me more especial 



and publick testimonials of their loyalty, fidelity, and duty, 
and to give them assurance of His Majesty's most firm sup- 
port, which I am confident will not only confirm the good 
dispositions of this faithful people, and strengthen them to 
baffle and defeat every effort of sedition and treason, but 
prompt them also to resist their first approaches, by with- 
standing the now meditated insidious attempt of the intend- 
ed Provincial Convention to steal in upon them the spirit, 
and erect among them the standard of rebellion, under the 
cloak and pretence of meeting for solemn deliberation on 
the publick welfare. 

And I have no doubt that they will convince the traitor- 
ous contrivers and abetters of this plot of the vainness of 
their treacherous devices to sow sedition and disaffection in 
that land of loyalty, by indignantly spurning Trom them 
the said intended Congress, or Provincial Convention, and 
not suffering its corrupted breath to pollute the air of their 
Country, now the pure region of good faith and incorrupti- 
ble loyalty; to whose virtuous inhabitants, I trust, is yet 
reserved the glorious achievement of crushing unnatural 
rebellion ; of delivering their Country from lawless power 
and wide-spreading anarchy; of restoring and preserving in 
it the free and happy Constitution of Britain, with all that 
train of envied rights and blessings which belong to that 
great and admired system of true and genuine liberty, now 
most alarmingly threatened with overthrow by rebellious, 
republican, and tyrannical factions throughout America, 

To the end, therefore, that the people of this Province 
at large may be acquainted with the enormitlesrviolences, 
and disorders herein before recited, which manifestly tend 
to the destruction of their peace and welfare, and to the 
utter subversion of His Majesty's Government, and the 
Laws and Constitution of this Country; and that I may 
faithfully discharge my duty to the King and His Majesty's 
people in this Province, (whose welfare and prosperity 
have ever been my constant study,) and in order fully to 
forewarn the people of the dangers and calamities to which, 
the men who have set themselves up for leaders in sedition 
and treason are courting them, to support them in their 
flagitious enormities, or to screen themselves from the pen- 
alties to which they know they are become liable, by ex- 
tending their crime among numbers of their innocent fellow^ 
subjects, for whom I have every tender feeling orpity, 
compassion, and forgiveness, I have thought it proper to 
issue this Proclamation, hereby to lexhort His Majesty's 
subjects, the people of this Province, as they tender the 
invaluable rights and privileges of British subjects, that 
they do seriously reflect upon and consider the outrages 
and violences into which the innocent inhabitants of many 
parts of tills Province, and in the Counties of JDupEn, 
New-Hanover, Craven, and Brunswick, in particular, 
have been betrayed by the seditious artifices of certain 
traitorous persons, who have presumed to take the lead 
among them; and to attend to the obvious and ruinous 
consequences of following the wicked and flagitious coun- 
sels of men, who, intent only upon romantick schemes and 
their own mistaken interest and aggrandizement, are cajo- 
ling the people by the most false assertions and insinua- 
tions of oppression, on the part of His Majesty and his 
Government, to become instruments to theicMse views of 
establishing themselves in tyranny over them, treacherously 
aiming, by specious pretences of regard to their rights and 
liberties, (that have never been invaded, or intendecl to be 
invaded,) to delude the people to work their own destruc- 
tion, in order to gratify, for a moment, their own fust of 
power and lawless ambition, that wbuTd undoubtedly carry 
them, if they could possibly succeed, to reduce the people, 
upon whom they now call and rely for support IF their 
criminal designs, to the most slavish submission to that 
very arbitrary power to which they would now climbupon 
the shoulders, and by the assistaiice r of the people. Let 
the people but consider coolly and dispassionately the cause 
in which their infamous leaders would engage them, they 
will see it, from the beginning of the discontents in Ame- 
rica, founded in erroneous principles, and to this day sup- 
ported by every art of falsehood and misrepresentation ; 
their best coloured and most specious arguments, fraught 
with sophistry and illusion, have shrunk back from the 
light of truth, and vanished confounded I)efore the standard 
of right reason ; yet still unabashed, the tools of sedition 
have impudently and unremittingly imposed falsehood upon 
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falsehood on the innocent people, extravagantly profaning 
even the most sacred name of the Almighty, to promote 
their flagitious purpose of exciting rebellion, until they have 
shaken the allegiance and duty of great numbers, and ac- 
tually involved some of the people in the most horrid crimes 
against their Sovereign, and the Laws and Constitution of 
their Country. And I do hereby next especially admonish 
His Majesty's faithful subjects in this Colony, that the hold- 
ing what is called a Provincial Convention at Hillsborough, 
in the heart of this Province, is calculated to extend more 
widely the traitorous and rebellious designs of the enemies 
of His Majesty and his Government, and the Constitution 
of this Province, and particularly to influence, intimidate, 
and seduce His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects in that 
neighbourhood from their King and Country, which they 
have hitherto so faithfully maintained ; for the furtherance 
of which purposes, a certain Richard Caswell, one of the 
three persons deputed by a former illegal Convention, in 
this Colony, to attend a Congress, no less illegal, at Phila- 
delphia, is sent an emissary from that Assembly, that hath 
already denounced ruin and deslruction to America, to for- 
ward and superintend this meeting at Hillsborough, and to 
inflame it with the fatal example of said Philadelphia Con- 
gress — a part which he has entered upon with the most 
active zeal, after having often declared his principles averse 
to the cause in which be is engaged, thus exhibiting him- 
self to the world a monstrous engine of double treason 
against his own conscience, and his King and Country. 
And whereas, I consider this is a most open and daring 
attempt to stir up unnatural rebellion in this Colony against 
His Majesty and his Government, I do hereby advise, fore- 
warn, and exhort all His Majesty's subjects within this Pro- 
vince to forbear making any choice of Delegates to repre- 
sent them in the proposed Convention at Hillsborough, as 
they would avoid the guilt of giving sanction to an illegal 
assembly, acting upon principles subversive of the happy 
Constitution of their Country, and that they, by every 
means in their power, oppose that dangerous and uncon- 
stitutional assembly, and resist its baneful influence. And 
whereas, to encourage the people to proceed in the trea- 
sons to which they have been blindly influenced and mis- 
led by the persons who have set themselves up for leaders 
among them, it has been represented, in order to inflame 
and render the people desperate, that they have offended 
past forgiveness, and that having no mercy to hope for 
from the King, their better chance is to prosecute their 
treasons to open rebellion and resistance of His Majesty 
and his Government, I think it proper, in tenderness and 
pity to the poor misguided multitude, and to obviate this 
abominable design oT engaging them more deeply in trans- 
gression, hereby to offer, promise, and declare to all, each, 
and every of them, His Majesty's most gracious pardon 
for all violences done and committed to the date hereof, 
on their return to their duty to the King, and obedience to 
lawful Government, and renouncing their seditious and 
treasonable proceedings ; and thereby offer ample reward 
and recompense to the people, or any of them, who shall 
yield and deliver up to me the few principal persons who 
seduced them to the treasonable outrages herein before- 
mentioned, to be dealt with according to law. 

And whereas, the people in many places have been seduc- 
ed to the choice and appointment of military officers among 
themselves, which is an usurpation and invasion of His Ma- 
jesty's just and lawful prerogative ; and whereas, no person 
whatever is entitled to hold, exercise, or enjoy any commis- 
sion or authority over the Militia of this Colony, but such as 
are commissioned byTlis Majesty, or his Governour of this 
Province; and whereas, a certain John Ashe, herein be- 
fore-named, who lately resigned to me his commission of 
Colonel injhe Militia of the County of Neiv-Hanover, 
has presumed to influence and conduct a body of armed 
men of the said County, and of other adjacent Counties, 
to the most daring and treasonable outrages ; and a certain 
Robert Howes, alias Howe, hath also presumed, without 
commission from me, or any lawful authority, to take upon 
himself the style and title of Colonel, and to advertise and 
summon the Militia of the County of Brunswick to meet, 
in order to be trained to arms, 1 do hereby forewarn the 
people against any and every such election of officers to 
which they are or may be invited, and caution them against 
any obedience and regard to any persons who have been 
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or may be so appointed and chosen, hereby declaring every 
such election illegal, unconstitutional, and null and void to 
all intents and purposes ; and that the said John Ashe and 
Robert Howes, alias Howe, before-mentioned, and both of 
them, and every other person and persons who hath or 
have presumed to array the Militia, and to assemble them 
in arms within this Province, without any commission or 
authority, have invaded His Majesty's just and royal pre- 
rogative, and violated the laws of their C° untI T> to which 
they will be answerable for the same. 

And whereas, it is out of doubt that a majority of the 
people of this Colony, left to follow the impulses of their 
own hearts and understandings, are loyal and faithful sub- 
jects to His Majesty, and true and firm friends to the 
Constitution and Laws of their Country; and whereas, it 
appears that the assembling a Convention at Hillsborough 
will bring the affairs of this Country to a crisis which will 
make it necessary for every man to assert his principles, I 
do hereby conjure the good people of this Province, as 
they tender and regard the blessings of British subjects, 
that they do firmly persist and persevere in their duty and 
allegiance to His Majesty, hereby assuring them, in the 
King's name, and by His Majesty's authority, of his firm 
and determined resolution to maintain hUfaithfuLsubjects 
in the full and free enjoyment of all their religious and 
civil rights, liberties, and privileges, and of His Majesty's 
utmost encouragement to them in the defence and support 
thereof against all enemies, rebels, and traitors whatso- 
ever. 

And I do hereby strictly require and command all His 
Majesty's Justices of the Peace, Sheriffs, and other officers, 
and all His Majesty's liege subjects, to exert themselves 
in the discovery of all seditious treasons and traitorous 
conspiracies, and of bringing to justice the principals and 
accomplices therein. And I do further strictly enjoin them 
to give all, and all manner of aid, countenance, assist- 
ance, and protection to all His Majesty's loyal and faithful 
people ; and all persons are hereby required to take notice 
and govern themselves accordingly. 

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the _§aid 
Province, on board His Majesty's Ship Cruiser, in Cape 
Fear River, this eighth day of August, Anno Domini 
1775, and in the fifteenth year of His Majesty's reign. 

Josiah Martin. 

By his Excellency's command: 

J. Biggleston, D. Sec'y. 
God saw the King. 



NORFOLK BOROUGH ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Norfolk Borough Committee Chamber, August 8, 1775. 

Whereas, it appears from undoubted testimony, that a 
certain John Schaw, of this Borough, did, in the presence 
of Lord Dunmore, officiously point out to the Soldiery at 
Gosport one Alexander Main, Fifer to one of the Volun- 
teer Companies of this place, as a person who ought to be 
apprehended for his impudence (as the said Schaw ex- 
pressed himself) in wearing a hunting-shirt in their pre- 
sence, in consequence of which the unhappy man was 
apprehended, and is now, by his Lordship's order, confined 
on board the Otter, sloop-of-war ; we therefore think it 
our duty to declare, that the said Schaw has herein shown 
himself a busy too], and an enemy to American liberty, 
and as such, we advise every friend to his Country to have 
no further dealing or connection with him. 

William Davies, Secretary. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met Tuesday, August 8, 1775. 
sent: 



Pre 



Isaac Low, 
Richard Yates, 
Gerardus Duyckinek, 
William Walton, 
Evert Banker, 
Hamilton Young, 
John Moore, 
Joseph Totten, 
Daniel Phenix, 
William Bedlow, 
William Denning, 
Eleazer Miller, 



Oliver Templeton, 
Cornelius P. Low, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Daniel Dunscomb, 
James Desbrosses, 
Abraham P. Lott, 
Comfort Sands, 
John Broome, 
John Burrian, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, 
Lewis Pintard, 
Jacob Van Voorhies, 



Nicholas Bogart, 
William Goiorth, 
John Lasher, 
Peter T. Curtenius, 
John Lamb, 
Richard Ray, 
Samuel Broome, 
Richard Sharpe, 
George janeway, 
John Woodward, 
Robert Benson, 
Nicholas Hoffman. 
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x. Ofdered, That "Mr. Bcrrian, Mr. C. P. Lore, and Mr 
Sands be a Co mmittee to inquire of a certain Mrs. Brown 

,-- - •«' 3--. vnrmMFI^rv T 

J 11 XyaL n iar-E§- r - sJlg intends to dispose of a parcel ot po- 
liticallPampTilets, which she has in her possession 
make their report the next meeting. 

~ William Barron, master of the Ship Peggy being ex- 
amTTied on suspicion of Ins having intentionally lallep in with 
tfie JVTen-of-Warjt Rhode-Island, by which nieans'he was 
tfcSftpelled to proceed to Boston with his vessel, being 
loaded with Provisions : The Committee are of opinion 
that he is innocent of any such intention, and that he is at 
liberty to take in a freight. 

* Resolved, That an order from the Provincial Congress 
to this Committee, requesting them to set on foot an in- 
rjuiry conceffrlfii; trie destroying a Barge which was build- 
in." for the Asia man-of-war, be laid over to the next 



jCAJT AjrJST HENRY B. LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Rhineback, August 8, 1775. 
Sir : I have enlisted upwards of seventy-two men, some 
of whom have since deserted, and others have refused to 
appear. I now lack twelve men of the number prescribed 
me. ,1 have kept those 1 have upon duty constantly from 
the time of their enlistment, and have them tolerably well 
disciplined. We are much in want of clothes, arms, shoes, 
&c. We are unfit for a march until we have these neces- 
saries ; and some of my men who have families here, would 
be very unwilling to inarch until part of their pay is ad- 
vanced to them. Several of thern have been long upon 
duty, and their families want. 1 should be exceedingly 
obliged to you if you w : ould make a proper representation 
of this matter to the Congress, and get our wants supplied. 
I am as yet ignorant of the name of my Colonel, or the 
Regiment to which I belong. This makes it difficult for 
me to know who to apply to for the aforementioned neces- 
saries. Que of the men is very unwell, and at present 
incapable of duty; another has contracted the venereal dis- 
order since I have enlisted him. I should be exceeding 
glad to have directions how to proceed with these men, or 
any others who may hereafter be taken ill. 
Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Henry B. Livingston. 
To P. V. B. Livingston, New- York. 

N. B. I have not yet seen my Second Lieutenant, Mr. 
Paddock, but expect him to day with twenty men, so that 
when he comes I shall have more than my complement. 

A List of Men enlisted under H. B. Livingston. 
First Lieutenant, Jacob Thomas; Second Lieutenant, 
Isaac Paddock ; First Sergeant, Elijah Knapp ; Second 
Sergeant, Landers Haines; Third Sergeant, Nathaniel 
Ashford ; First Corporal, Robert Kcnyon ; Second Cor- 
poral, Jeremy Bird ; Third Corporal, John Rogers. 

John Moody, John Fib, John Davis, 

Abiaha Bingham, John Cary, Michael W. Carter, 

Ebtsnezer Burnett, Philip Rossman, Silas Flood, 

31. jVIcDannell, Drum, John Coppinger, Peter Becker, 

JameF Fisher, James Edie, David iiurns, 

John Rogers, Jun., Thomas Quin, Richard Gosmer, 

Ebenezer Adams, John Lore, John Silley, 

EphTaim Welch, William Watson, Christopher Blaco, 

Francis Traver, Henry Rosman, John Bradie, 

James Sul.livan, Jophthah Gattendon, William Kearney, 

Jacob Lsvii' Henry Lewis, Richard Degor, 

Peter Lodavick, Petor Gosper, James Casie, 

Peter Van. Duzon, John Husman, James Still, 

Daniel Olden, Jacob Scriver, Dennis Da Lancey, 

John Teater, Christian Seriver, Elias Bayly, 

Benjamin Wallace, Henry Scriver, George Reed, 

John Thomas, William Ashley, Joseph Cail, 

George Suffring, Jacob Signer, H ;nry Davis. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO NEW- YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, August 8, 1775. 

Sir: Finding by a letter from your Congress to the 
Committee here, that a return is required of the number of 
blan|ets wanting to furnish the Battalion raising in this 
quarter, and being extremely apprehensive the service will 
be retarded by such a delay, I venture to request by ex- 
press, that the following articles may be forwarded with the 
utmost expedition, as without them the Regiment cannot 



possibly take the field, and General Schuyler is exceed- 
ingly anxious to be joined by the York Troops with the 
utmost despatch : 600 blankets, or something equivalent ; 
600 tomplines to carry packs; 130 camp-kettles; pouches 
for the whole Regiment; S8 stand of arms; a Targe quan- 
tity of shoes. 

Should not. all these articles be completed in a short 
time, I beg any proportion of them may be forwarded im- 
mediately which can be suddenly obtained. 

J can't pass this opportunity of expressing my apprehen- 
sions, that some bad consequence may attend our indul- 
gence to officers in His Majesty's service, and others whose 
principles are suspicious. You know, without doubt, that 
Captain Hutchinson left General Raldiman, and returned 
to Boston, after informing himself perfectly of our situation. 
It now appears, by the affidavit of a bntteau-man, that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Allen McClean, (upon half pay.) who 
came to New-York about two months since in thejincket, 
under pretence of taking up lands, and went to Boston on 
matters relative to that business, returned from "ihen.ee. to 
York, and passed in disguise through the country to Oswe- 
go, where he boasted of his exploit, put on a red coat, 
seemed to take upon him some conrmarid," and wenlfo 
Canada with Colonel Guy Johnson. I must beg to refer 
you to a letter I had the honour of enclosing you the other 
day for Mr. Sears, touching some other suspicions persons. 
Should Mr. Sears not have been in the way, I beg you 
will open it. Mr. Sears's activity, zeal, and industry in 
the cause, induced me to trouble him on this onjnVrrjn,well 
knowing you have more business than you can find June to 
go through. 

I am, Sir, with the highest respect, your most obedient 
and very humble servant, 

Richd. Montgomery:, Brig. Gen. 
To Peter Van B. Livingston, Esq. 

P. S. As soon as any part of the First Regiment is 
ready, let thern proceed. 

W 7 e are fold powder is no longer scarce. Tryon County 
wants it exceedingly. I have ventured to _send_ them a 
little of what is come from Philadelphia. 



COLONEL PHINEAS FANNING TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Oyster-Ponds, August 8, 1775, 12 o'clock at night. 

Sir: This afternoon, at four o'clock, I received your 
orders of the 7th instant, agreeable to which I immediately 
went to the Militia to give thern orders to be in readiness 
at a minute's warning; and on my way to the Oyster- 
Ponds I met an express from the Committee of the Oys- 
ter-Ponds to the Committee at Southold, infoiming them 
that this morning, at ten o'clock, the Ministerial Fleet, 
consisting of thirteen sail of square-rigged ve-seU, of which 
seven are ships, arrived from the west end of Fish(r's 
Island, and came to an anchor off Gardiner's Island Point, 
where they now lie. 

At five o'clock this afternoon, a small boat, which our 
people took to be a passage boat, detached Mr. liujui 
Ijtthill, who was landing about fifty sheep fiom Plumb 
Island, (he had landed about thirty on the north side of 
Oyster-Pond Point,) when said boat ran in shore and fiied 
upon Mr. Tut hill, drove him from his boat, and imme- 
diately took his boat, with the remaining twenty sheep, and 
carried them off. 

Upon receiving the express, 1 immediately sent an ex- 
press to the officers of the Militia to repair to the Oyster- 
Ponds as quick as possible, as I look upon it they will 
make a descent upon Oyster-Ponds^ Gardiner's Island, 
Plumb Island, Shelter Island, or upon all of them. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

Phine as Fanning . 
To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq. 

P. S. Sir, if any alteration should occur, you may de- 
pend on hearing as quick as possible. We arc extremely 
in want of powder. 

GOVERNOFR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, August 8, 1775... 
Sir : Last evening Colonel Porter delivered me your 
letter of the 4th instant, to which I have paid all the atten- 
tion the importance of it demands. 
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This Colony, the last fall, not confiding entirely in the 
precarious supply of powder that might be expected from 
the merchants, imported a considerable quantity, though 
not so large as was ordered. The supplying the inhabi- 
tants, who were in a manner utterly destitute, the Army 
near Boston, and our armed vessels, have so exhausted this 
stock, that the powder now left, which is all in this place, 
is greatly insufficient to resist even a short attack upon it. 
Our situation is the same with respect to lead, so that at 
present none of either article can be spared from the 
Colony. 

By a vessel which arrived here on the 30th ultimo, from 
Cape Francois, we are informed that the Captain of the 
vessel sent from this port to the Cape for a quantity of 
.warlike stores, in which the Committee of Safety for the 
Colony of the Massachusetts had interested themselves, 
had executed his commission, and was to sail with a large 
quantity in a day or two, so that she may be hourly ex- 
pected. This Colony, about four weeks ago, despatched 
a suitable vessel, with money to purchase fifteen tons of 
powder and other warlike stores, which may also soon be 
expected. Of these vessels, we have the highest reason 
to think the enemy have gained intelligence, the ships-of- 
war apoTTthis station having, for several days past, cruised 
continually off Block Island, and from thence to Montauk 
Faint, and up the sound. This hath made us think it ab- 
solutely necessary to send the smallest of our armed sloops 
to cruise without the ships-of-war, and endeavour, at all 
hazards, to speak with the vessels expected with powder, 
and order them to another port. She will sail this day. 
The otherarmed sloop by her being within the river, pie- 
vents the cutters and barges from committing depredations, 
so that she cannot be spared; nor, indeed, is a vessel of her 
force required for the enterprise you mention. We have 
in tills harBoura very fine sailing packet that would answer 
the purpose extremely well, which might be equipped with 
swivels, nranned with about twenty men, and be ready to 
sail in less than two days. But as I do not think it pru- 
dent that her sole dependance should be upon getting 
powder at Bermuda, it will be necessary to send a sum of 
money to purchase a quantity at some other port, in case 
of a disappointment at Bermuda. In the present state of 
the Colony I do not think it probable that a sufficient sum 
can be procured here for that purpose before the sitting of 
the General Court of the Massachusetts- Bay to advance 
pan of the sum necessary. I believe we may be able to 
supply one half the sum here. 

Colon eT~Porter hath been at Bedford and along the 
Eastern shore, but can hear nothing of Harris. He is now 
bound as far as New-London, to endeavour to meet with 
him, but is greatly apprehensive that he is fallen into the 
hands of the enemy. 

We have" information that several ships-of-war and trans- 
ports were the day before yesterday at New-London : and 
that the. country round were all arming and mustering. We 
also hear. that they have taken some stock off the east end 
of Lotig-Isjand. 

Sensible of the great scarcity of lead in the country, I 
some time ago wrote to the Congress of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, and to our Delegates at the Continental Congress, 
recommending that a part of the large quantity of lead at 
Ticonderoga should be immediately brought down, and 
still think the measure necessary. 

I shall immediately give orders to the Committee of 
Safety to purchase, for the use of the Colony, all the tow- 
cloth that can be. had. 

If the powder supposed to be at Bermuda be private 
property, it must be immediately paid for. If not, I ima- 
gine it will be settled with our other disputes. This is a 
matter that ought to be known and provided for. 

Upon further consideration, I am very doubtful whether 
a vessel can be immediately provided with men here, 
aud therefore am of opinion that twenty-five or thirty 
sailors had better be draughted from the Army, and held 
in readiness to embark immediately upon the arrival of 
Harris. 

This letter waits upon you by my son, whom I beg leave 
to recommend to your favourable notice. 

f am, with very great esteem, Sir, your most obedient 
and nnoBtljumble servant, Nicho. Cooke. 



G0VERN0UR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, August 8, 1775. 

Sir: I received your favour of the 4lh instant; observe 
the contents. The new levies will come into camp in a 
short space, save that, on the present emergency, so large 
a fleet appearing on our coasts, I have ordered Colonel 
Webb to leave one Captain, with his Company, at New- 
Haven for the present, in addition to one quarter part of 
the trained soldiers of five of our Regiments lying on the 
sea-coasts and sound, to be officered, equipped, and in 
readiness to march at a minute's warning. 

Yesterday letters were sent to our Commissaries to buy 
up all the tow-cloth in this Government, for the purpose 
you mention. The pattern will be sent from one to another, 
that suitable persons may be employed to make up the 
same, to be forwarded as directed. 

It gave me pain to read your next paragraph, not having 
it in my power to afford further assistance, although it is 
hoped for and expected every day. But I have now the 
relief and pleasure to congratulate you on the supplies 
corning to you, and going to Ticonderoga and Croum 
Foint. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
General Washington. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.' 

Lebanon, August 8, 1775. 

Sir: At nine last evening received your favour of 31st 
July last, enclosing letters to General Washington and 
Major-General Lee. Will forward them directly. Am 
alarmed at the delay in forwarding provisions. This morn- 
ing, at seven o'clock, received your other of the 3d instant. 
Am encouraged to hope the obstacle relative to provisions 
will soon be removed. Tents for Colonel Hinman's Re- 
giment I expect will be soon sent from New- York. For 
your information have enclosed copies of my correspond- 
ence with the Provincial Congress axNew- York, with one 
paragraph of mine to the Delegates' from this Colony at 
the honourable Congress, forwarded yesterday to Phila- 
delphia. 

On Wednesday, the 26th of July last, the Rose, Sii<uv, 
and Kingfisher, ships-of-war, with a small tender, came 
to anchor before New-London. They chased ajbrigantine 
of Mr. Shaw's, outward bound, laden with cattle. She 
put about, and by the aid of a number of long-boats, ^ot 
to Mr. Shaw's wharf, and landed the cattle about ten 
minutes before one of the King's barges came to her. The 
tender went the next day to the harbour's mouth, landed 
suddenly, broke off the nutts, and plugged up With files 
three or four cannon. Same day a number of the officers 
went upon TJ'inthrop's Neck, viewed the ground and gun 
carriages there. At night, about ten or eleven o'clock, 
three or four barges paddled silently up, with design, as is 
supposed, to take off or destroy the carnages; but happily 
our people were too quick for them, had drawn and were 
drawing them away. 

On Friday the ships weighed anchor, and we hear are 
returned to Newport. 

On Sunday morning, at sunrise, appeared at New-Lon- 
don a fleet of ten sail at anchor, half way between Fisher's 
Island and the Light-House, viz: three men-of-war, five 
other ships, a brigantine, and schooner. They hove up 
anchor about six o'clock, and beat eastward on the first of 
the ebb for Fisher's Island Sound. It afterwards appeared 
there were fourteen sail. It is probable they have taken 
the stock off that Island. These are likely the same ships 
that lately sailed from Boston, which some feared Were de- 
signed for Quebeclc.- From all my intelligence, cannot 
think that any ships or soldiers are gone from thence to 
Quclech, or that any forces will arrive there very speedily 
from any quarter. It is my opinion the Ministry will not 
abandon their nefarious and hostile measure*, nor is any- 
speedy reconciliation to be expected. The dissolution of 
Parliament last fall, and their subsequent conduct, forbid 
such expectations. " . 

Enclosed is a pamphlet containing tlje petition of West- 
India Planters and Merchants, with the evidence delivered 
thereon, and summed up by Mr. Glover. 
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Most sincerely wish every obstacle may be removed out 
of the way of your enterprise, that you may be able soon 
tb 'conciliate the inhabitants of Canada with the rest of the 
United .Colonies, and the Indians kept peaceable. 

/With my best wishes for your success, I am, fee. 
« •} ?' Jonathan Trumbull. 

Honourable M<ijor-General Schuyler. 



RENEtJAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

' Camp at Cambridge, August 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen: It must give great concern to every con- 
siderate miner, that when this whole Continent, at a vast 
e£p*efis'e of blood and treasure, is endeavouring to establish 
its liberties on the most secure and solid foundations, not 
only by a laudable opposition of force to force, but denying 
itself the usual advantages of trade, there are men amongst 
us so basely sordid as to counteract all our exertions for 
the sake, of a little gain. You cannot but have heard that 
the, distresses of the Ministerial Troops for fresh provisions 
'and many other necessaries at Boston, were very great. It 
is a policy justifiable by all the laws of war to endeavour 
to increase them. Desertions, discouragement, and a dis- 
satisfaction with the service, besides weakening their 
strength, are some of the natural consequences of such a 
situation, and if continued, might afford the fairest hope 
of success, without farther effusion of human blood. 

A vessel cleared lately out of New-York for St. Croix, 
with fresh provisions and other articles, has just gone into 
Boston, TnsteacTorpursuing her voyage to the West-Indies. 
I have endeavoured to discover the name of the Captain 
or owner, But as yet without success. The owner, it is 
said, went to St. Croix before the vessel, from which, and 
her late arrival, I make no doubt you will be able to dis- 
cover and expose the villain ; and if you could fall upon 
some effectual measures to prevent the like in future, it 
would be doing a signal service to our common country. 

I have been endeavouring, by every means in my power, 
to discover the future intentions of our enemy here. I 
find a general idea prevailing through the Army, and in 
the Town of Boston, that the Troops are soon to leave the 
Town, and go to some other part of the Continent ; New- 
York is the place generally mentioned as their destination. 
I should think a rumour or suggestion of this kind worthy 
of very little notice, if it were not confirmed by some cor- 
responding circumstances. But a four weeks total inac- 
tivity, with all their re-enforcements arrived and recruited, 
the daily diminution by desertions, sickness, and small 
skirmishes, induce an opinion that any effort they propose 
to make will be directed elsewhere. 

I thought it proper to hint to you what is probably in- 
tended ; you will then consider what regard is to be paid 
to it, and what steps it will be proper for you to take, if 
any. 

I am, with great respect and regard, gentlemen, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

Go. Washington. 

The Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Province 
of New- York. 



Cambridge, August 8, 1775. 

Orders for Sergeant Vahnum, of Colonel Bridge's Re- 
giment, in the Massachusetts Forces. 

You are to proceed with the detachment under your 
command to Worcester, taking under your care and charge 
Peter Hanlan, Simpson Moore, and John Gale, Marines 
taken prisoners from the Ministerial Army. You are to 
deliver them to the Committee at Worcester, and the 
Chairman, or his Deputy there, will order them to be 
escorted by some of the Militia to Springfield, to remain 
in custody there until regularly discharged or exchanged, 
as may be hereafter directed. Richard Holland, a deserter 
from the. Fourth Regiment, or Royal Welch Fusiliers, is 
to be permitted to pass where he pleases, upon his arrival 
at Worcester, As soon as you have done and performed 
this service, you are to return forthwith to camp. 

Given at Head-Quarters, this 8th day of August, 1775. 

Horatio Gates, Adjutant General. 
To whom it may concern. 



Worcester, August 10, A. D. 1775. 

Received. of Sergeant Varnnm, Peter Hanlav, Simpson 
JSlqore, and John Gale, Marines, prisoners, also Richard 
Holland, a deserter. 

Received per Wm. Young, 

Chairman of Worcester Committee. 

Springfield, Augunt 23, 1775. 

Received of William Young, Peter Hanlan, Simpson 
Moore, and John Gale ; Henry Striktr, sick on the road, 
to be received when he arrives. 

Nathl. Brewer, Chairman. 

Received of William Young, Andrew Hamilton. 

Abner Smith. 



JOHN CONNOLLY TO JOHN GIBSON".. 

Portsmouth, August 9, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I am safely arrived here, and am happy to 
the greatest degree in having so fortunately escaped the 
narrow inspection of my enemies, the enemies to their 
country, to good order, and to Government, I should 
esteem myself defective in point of friendship towards, you, 
should I neglect to caution you to avoid an nyer zealous 
exertion of what is now so ridiculously called patfiotick 
spirit ; but, on the contrary, to deport yourself with that 
moderation for which you have been always remarkable, 
and which must, in this instance, tend to your honour and 
advantage. You may be assured fromme, that.nothing but 
the greatest unanimity now prevails at homeland thiit the 
innovating spirit amongst us here is looked upon as ungen- 
erous and undutiful ; and that the utmost exertions of the 
powers of Government, if necessary, will be .used to Con- 
vince the infatuated people of their folly. I could, I assure 
you, Sir, give you such convincing proofs of what I assert, 
and from which every reasonable person may conclude the 
effects, that nothing but madness could operate upon a man 
so far as to overlook his duty to the. present Constitution, 
and to form unwarrantable associations with. enthusiasts, 
whose ill-timed folly must draw upon thcin inevitable de- 
struction. 

His Lordship desires you to present his hand to Captain 
White Eyes, and to assure him that he is very sorry that 
he had not the pleasure of seeing him at the treaty, or that 
the situation of affairs prevented him from coming down. 

Believe me, dear Sir, that I have no motive in writing 
my sentiments thus to you, farther than to endeavour to 
steer you clear of the misfortunes which,. I am confident, 
must involve but unhappily too many. 

I have sent you an address from the people of Great 
Britain to the people of America, and I desire you to con- 
sider it attentively, which will, I flatter myself, convince 
you of the idleness of many declarations, and of the ab- 
surdity of an intended slavery. 

Give my love to George, and tell him he shallliear from 
me, and I hope to his advantage. 

Interpret the enclosed speech to Captain White Eyes 
from his Lordship. Be prevailed upon to shun the popular 
errour, and judge for yourself; act as a good subject, and 
expect the rewards due to your services. 

I am, dear Sir, your sincere friend and servant, 

John Connolly. 
To Mr. John Gibson, near Fort Dunmore. 



lord dunmore to captain white eyes. 

Brother Captain White Eyes : I am glad to hear your 
good speeches sent me by Major Connolly, and you may 
be assured I shall put the one end of the belt which you 
have sent me into the hands of our great King,~who will 
be glad to hear from his brothers, the Delawares, and 
will take a strong hold of it. You may rest satisfied that 
our foolish young men shall never be permitted, to have 
your lands; but, on the contrary, the great King will pro- 
tect you, and preserve you in the possession of them. Our 
young people in the country have been very foolish, and 
done many imprudent things, for which they sqpp must be 
sorry, and of which I make no doubt they have acquainted 
you ; but I must desire you not to listen to them, as they 
would be willing that you should act equally foolish with 
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themselves ; but rather let what you hear pass in at one ear 
and out at the other, so that it may make no impression on 
your heart, until you hear from me fully, which shall be so 
soon as I can give you farther information, who am your 
friend and brother. 

Captain White Eyes will please acquaint the Corn Stalk 
with these my sentiments ; also, as well as the Chiefs of 
the Mingoes, and the other Six Nations. 

Your sincere friend and elder brother, 

DuNMOHE.* 



Philadelphia, AugUBt 9, 1775. 

To the Spinners in this City, the Suburbs, and County : 

Your services are now wanted to promote the American 
Manufactory, at the corner of Market and Ninth-streets, 
where cotton, wool, flax, &c, are delivered out. Strangers 
who apply are desired to bring a few lines, by way of recom- 
mendation, from some respectable person in their neigh- 
bourhood. 

One distinguishing characteristick of an excellent woman, 
as given by the wisest of men is, " That she seeketh wool 
and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands ; she layeth 
her hands to the spindle, and her hands holdeth the dis- 
taff - ." In this time of publick distress you have now, each 
of you, an opportunity not only to help to sustain your fami- 
lies, but likewise to cast your rnite into the treasury of the 
publick good. The most feeble effort to help to save the 
State from ruin, when it is all you can do, is, as the widow's 
mite, entituled to the same reward as they who of their 
abundant abilities have cast in much. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Oyster-Pond, August 9, 1775. 

Sir: I have just time to acquaint your Honour that, by 
the request of the Provincial Congress of New-York, I 
yesterday embarked from New-York with four hundred and 
fifty men, and this afternoon arrived here. We find that 
the inhabitants are in great need of powder. There is none 
in New- York. I spared two hundred weight from my own 
stock, which was forwarded from New- York to this place, 
for the use of the York Provincials who were stationed 
here ; of consequence our stock is reduced to about twenty 
rounds a man, 

TheRegulars have taken the cattle, sheep, &ic, from 
Fisher's Island, and this clay have employed themselves in 
the same business on Gardiner's Island; when they have 
got through with that we may expect them upon this. 

I beg that your Honour would, with the greatest expe- 
dition possible, forward to me three hundred weight of 
powder, which I hope will be sufficient for the present 
exigency, both for our own Troops and the Militia here. 

I am, Sir, in great haste, your Honour's most obedient 
humble servant, David Wooster. 

Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 



EXTRACT W A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN OF PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED CAMBRIDGE, AUGUST 9, 1775. 

We waited on General Washington, who I have the 
pleasure to inform you is much beloved and admired for his 
polite condescension and noble deportment. His appoint- 
ment to the chief command has the general suffrage of all 
ranks of people here, which I think is no bad omen. 

We viewed the lines, and were truly amazed at the 
extent and grandeur of. the works, considering the short 
time in which they have been erected. The whole works 
from Winter Hill to Dorchester Neck, form a kind of semi- 
circle round Boston, Winter Hill being the northernmost; 
next comes Prospect Hill, very properly named from the 
fine prospect it affords, from its summit, of the Towns of 
Boston and Charlestown, the latter now in ashes, and 
nothing lo he seen of that fine Town but chimneys and 
rubbish, having been burnt, as you know, about the twen- 
tieth of June, by the British barbarians ; it affords also a 

* The speech from Lord Dunmore to White Eyes, was sent by Cap. 
tain Connolly to Mr. John Gibson, of Pittsburgh, with a friendly letter ; 
but Mr. Gibson, instead of delivering it to the Indians, as desired, im, 
mediately pulTboth the letter and speech into the hands of the Com. 
mitU't of WesLAugasta. 



distinct view of Bunker's Hill, about one mile distant 
therefrom. To the southward of this hill is a chain of 
breastworks and redoubts till you come to Cambridge 
River, from whence it is continued along by Roxbury and 
Dorchester Neck, being in the whole extent, as near as I 
can judge, about eight miles. The two hills appear to 
me almost impregnable, having forts within breastworks 
strongly picketed, and in many places planted with heavy 
cannon ; add to these their natural strength from their 
great elevation. To the eastward of Winter Hill lies 
Penny-Ferry, where the said barbarians, out of mere wan- 
tonness, burnt a house a few days since, without any pros- 
pect of advantage to themselves. This day they have 
been blowing up the Castle ; the explosions we could 
see from a high hill in the neighbourhood of Winnisimit- 
Ferry. 

The people bear their misfortunes with astonishing pa- 
tience and magnanimity. It is no uncommon thing to see 
those who have lost one or two houses, and nearly all their 
effects, and some who have lost their all ; yet you would 
discover nothing of this by their behaviour or countenances. 

Gage has again agreed to let the people come out of 
Boston, but will not suffer more than two small boats to 
ply, which bring about twelve or fifteen in a day. The 
people say great pains are taken to persuade them to stay, 
by telling them that thirty thousand Hanoverians, thirty 
thousand Hessians, and as many Russians, are shortly ex- 
pected, when they shall destroy all the Rebels at once. 

We have an account from the eastward of pur people 
having taken a man-of-war's tender, and one or two trans- 
ports. The particulars are difficult to gather or ascertain; 
however, seven Marine officers are brought prisoners here, 
and are secured. There is just arrived an account of an 
engagement between our people and a man-of-war at Cape- 
Ann, wherein our people had the advantage; but no par- 
ticulars that can be relied on are come to hand. 

If any men-of-war or regular mercenaries should be sent 
to Philadelphia, I am in hopes my fellow-citizens will give 
a good account of them. I have pledged myself for their 
good behaviour. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GERMANY, RECEIVED IN PHI- 
LADELPHIA, DATED AUGUST 10, 1775. 

All Germany is fixed in admiration, wonder, and amaze- 
ment, at the firm, determined, heroick spirit of the brave 
Americans, and are exceedingly pleased with the un- 
daunted opposition they make against the several attacks 
of the formidable arms of England, employed to deprive 
them of their just rights to natural liberty, and to shackle 
them in chains of slavery and subjection ever after; and 
this will be the miserable consequence, should they subdue 
you by their fleets and armies. 

Great numbers of the Germans live in America, and 
they highly experience, in that happy country, the sweets 
of freedom and liberty, and which they did not enjoy here 
under their petty arbitrary rulers. These men will exert 
every nerve in support of the righteous cause of freedom, 
so sweet to them. Their numerous friends and relations 
here are constantly and most ardently supplicating the 
great Divine Ruler of all events to interpose and assist you 
with the almighty arm, and to set at naught all the wicked 
enslaving attempts of your enemies. But they hope you 
will not fold your arms, and depend altogether on the effi- 
cacy of your praying friends, but that you will make use 
of defensive means. And they hope and believe that Pro- 
vidence will be propitious to your cause, which you have 
already had an earnest of, and that your oppressors may be 
discomfited. We wish, that as England is going to hire 
foreign troops, in vain hope of subduing you, (their own 
men becoming enervated and spiritless so soon as they tread 
American soil,) that they could obtain Germans to be sent 
on this errand ; for in that case we foresee the event would 
turn in your favour, as you have an extensive country for 
Germans to cultivate, and no people love profitable labour 
better, or are better adapted for the purpose, (which Ame? 
rica has long experienced,) and we know that they would 
soon drop their fire-arms and betake themselves to the 
cultivation of lands. We think highly oT The wisdom of 
your American Congress, and of all their good regulations 
throughout that extensive Continent, and we cannot enough 



75 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, kc, AUGUST, 1775. 



76 



ad mire the decent, loyal, yet manly and spirited language 
^intSned jij._ .at[j2i^r- . petitions and supplications to the 
Throne, antl cannot enough detest the indecent treatment 
and jconjjuT reception they have met with from . those 
haughty men who guide all the movements of the Nation. 
,. RyU we^agsure j_pu that the unison cord has not been hit 
cpo"ti i *by your Congress, or all would, long ere this, have 
been well with America, and few would have known the 
true cause. of the Army and Fleet returning to England. 
Two 'or" .three Hundred thousand Pounds, judiciously ap- 
plied, would have wrought this miracle and saved million*, 
which, for want of this knowledge, you are now expending 
in warlike preparations. France, Spain, Holland, and 
Germany, have long been acquainted with this prudent 
secret, and have frequently administered this specifick with 
the wished-for success. Money has removed mountains ; 
it Has..hi.ne.d the course of rapid rivers; it has built a bar- 
rier wait, to divide China from Tartanj, of fifteen hundred 
y>iies_.in Jength ; and surely it will influence the pliable 
yielding hearts of men. I hope this method will be adopted 
yet; it will never be unseasonable, for the English are as 
greedy and ravenous after money, as a hungry wolf is after 
a fal.sHeep. Their Kings are not proof against its fasci- 
nating charms, and we know that they have been bribed 
to. the prejudice of 'England. Touch but Bute's palm and 
all will be right ; he is the arch fiend, and has all the imps 
at bis command. We believe him to be a, Jesuit, and we 
know he is a blood relation of the banished Stuart King; 
and we believe he has been long working schemes to bring 
in one of that family to be again King of England. May 
his schemes all fail, and may he be transformed, not into a 
pillar of salt, but into a man of stone, as a lasting infamous 
monument for posterity to gaze upon. 



NEWBERN (NORTH-CAROLINA) COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, Nowbnrn, August JO, 177!). 

The following Letters have fallen into the hands of this 
Committee, Their alarming tendency sufficiently apolo- 
gizes for their publication. As Governour Martin stands 
singly as a Provincial Governour, in his unremitting ardour 
to commence hostilities against this Province, are ministerial 
orders to him different, or his officious zeal to injure the 
people of his Government prompted by any malevolent 
principles ? 

..;'/. ,:;■:. " J.ortli.Carolina, Cipe Fear, June 13, 1775. 

"My dear Sir: I take the liberty to enclose herewith 
a letter to Mrs. Martin, whose safe arrival I am anxious 
to hear, the wind having been easterly almost ever since 
lier departure. 

" I shall be extremely obliged to you if you can send 
me, with the royal standard I mentioned to you some time 
ago, or without it if that is not to be had, a good tent and 
markee, of the size of a Colonel's tent in the Army, with 
a tent-bed to fit the boot of it ; and further, viz. mattress, 
bolsters, and pillows, to be sent by any vessel bound to 
Cape-Fear River, or in default thereof to JSewbern, di- 
rected to the care of Mr. Cornell. 

"I should rejoice to see a prospect of a happy termina- 
tion of the deplorable times, that more or less threaten the 
happiness of every man throughout the British dominions. 

i ''.My compliments and warmest good wishes attend you 
and Mrs, White, and all your family; and I am, dear Sir, 
ever yours, Jo. Martin. 

"The Honourable Henry White, Esquire. 

"I. forbear to give you your due additions on the outside 
of my letter to obviate prying curiosity." 

"Cruiser Sloop-df-War, Cape-Fear River, July 21, 1775. 

"Sir: I have received your letter of the fifteenth in- 
stant by Mr. Cunningham, and highly approve your proper 
and spirited conduct, while I cannot sufficiently express my 
indignation and contempt of the proceedings of Captain- 
General Spencer and his unworthy confederates, 

"You, and the other friends of Government, have only 
to stand your ground firmly, and unite against the seditious 
as they do against you, in firm assurance that you will be 
soon'Strd effectually supported. I wait here to forward 
the purposes of the friends of Government, or I would have 
been among your" At a proper season you may depend I 



shall ..lender. myself among you, and in the mean time let 
nothing discourage you. 

" The spirit of rebellion has lately received a most severe 
check in New-England, and I have not the least doubt 
that all that country is, by this time, entirely reduced by 
His Majesty's Army, which, by my latest advices, was 
carrying on its operations with the utmost vigour. 

" Major Snead may be assured of my attention to all his 
wishes at a proper time. 

" I beg my compliments may be presented to Colonel 
McDonald ; and am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

"Jo. Martin. 

" Lieutenant-Colonel James Cotton, Anson County." 



extract of a letter from a gentleman in fincastle, 
virginia, dated august ] 0, 1775. 
It appears that the Cherokees, after several iniquitous 
expedients, have been prevailed on to take up arms against 
this Colony. At first they were much averse to the busi- 
ness, but of late it appears otherwise ; and a few days since 
they were to have a grand council, in which the business 
of going to war is to be ultimately determined. In a few 
days I shall have an account of the result of .lb.LS__con.ripi], 
which, if interesting, 1 will endeavour to transmit to you. 



Winchester, Virginia. August 1G, 1775. 

By Capt. James Wood, who was deputed by our Assem- 
bly to invite the several Tribes of Ohio Indians to a. treaty, 
to be held at Fort Pitt on the tenth of next month, and 
who returned last night, we learn that he had visited the 
Dclawares, Shawancse, Scnecas, Wyandots, and Tawas. 
That the commanding officer at Detroit, and deputy agent 
for Indian affairs, and Monsieur Baubce, a Frenchman, had 
sent belts and strings of wampum to seventeen Nations, in- 
cluding those above mentioned, informing them, unless they 
all united, the Virginians would take thek .country from 
them. That they purposed to attack .tl_.emiWQJjffer.ent 
ways — one by the Ohio, the other by the Lakes... That 
the Virginians would invite them 1Q a. treaty, but that 
they ought by no means to go, as they (the Virginians) 
were a people riot to be depended on. That many other 
diabolical artifices had been used by those tools of Govern- 
ment, to instigate these savages to attack our.iron.tiers, par- 
ticularly the Virginians, who were represented to them as 
a distinct people, and that their attacking them would not 
be resented by the other Colonies, _ 

Captain Wood had this account fir3.t.frpm.the_fie/_3._«ire$, 
who appeared friendly, and gave him the belt and. string 
which had been sent them. All .U.ve_.flib.e_c_._lit__.s_. con- 
firmed this account, and promised to attend the. treaty. 
The Shaioanese assured him whatever they jiad received 
from Fort Detroit they had buried, in .the, ground, never 
more to rise, but that the foolish Tioightwees. and \Ficts 
had accepted the belts. Chmusaw, one of the hostages 
who escaped from Williamsburgh some time ago, arrived 
at the Shawanese Town the day before Captain Wood. 
He had informed the Indians that all the people of Vir- 
ginia were preparing for war, and determined to attack the 
Indians, except the Governour, whom the people had 
obliged to go on board of a man of-war; that the hostage 
had discovered they were to be made slaves and .sent to 
some other country, which he assigned as the reason for his 
escape. But on Captain Wood's explaining the matter to 
the Indians, they appeared entirely satisfied. 

Captain James Wood's information to the Committee of 
Pittsburgh, August 10, 1775. 

Mr. Wood informs the Committee that nt.Cushocton, a 
Delaware Town, on the 22d of July, he delivered a speech 
to the Chiefs of that place, inviting them to a treaty to be 
held at Pittsburgh the 10th of September .; likewise he in- 
formed them that he understood that the Wyundots and 
French had lately been in Council with them, that they 
made a speech, and delivered a belt to them, and 'thai he 
expected from the friendship that has for a long time sub- 
sisted between them and their elder brothers, the Virgin- 
ians, that they would inform him what had passed between 
them. On the 23d of July, Newcomer and some other 
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Delaware Chiefs, delivered him a speech or answer to his 
of yesterday, in substance as follows : 

"Thanking him for his speech, and that they would 
cheerfully meet the Virginians at the treaty ; and to con- 
vince their brothers that they desire to live in the strictest 
friendship with them, they delivered to him a belt and 
string that was sent to them by an Englishman and a 
Frenchman from Detroit, with a message informing them 
that the people of Virginia are determined to strike them, 
and that they would come on them two ways, the one by 
way of the Lakes, and the other by the Ohio, and that the 
Virginians are determined to drive them off and take their 
lands from them ; and that they must constantly be on their 
guard, and not pay any regard to what the Virginians 
would say to them, as they were a people not to be depend- 
ed upon ; and that the Virginians would invite them to a 
treaty, that they must not go by any means, and to take 
particular notice of the advice which they gave." 

That he arrived at a Seneca Town the 25th of July, and 
found Logan there with some of the Mingoes that were 
prisoners at Fort Pitt. They all appeared very desirous 
to know his business. He called them together, and made 
the same speech to them that he did to the Delawnres ; 
theynrade no other answer than, that they would acquaint 
the rest of their Nation with what he had said. These 
Indians appeared very angry, and behaved with great inso- 
lence to him. That on the 27th he delivered a speech to 
the Indians at the Wyandot s Town, which was as follows : 

"Brothers, the Wyandots and Tawas : Your brothers 
of Virginia, in their Great Council, are desirous of bright- 
ening the chain of friendship between you and them ; 
they have appointed Commissioners to meet the chiefs of 
the different. Nations of Indians on the Ohio and the lakes, 
at Fort PitU in forty-six days from this time; and have 
ordered me to come to this place, to assure you that their 
hearts are good towards you, and that they hope to agree 
upon a peace with all the Indians, so that their children 
and ours may hereafter be in the greatest friendship ; to ^ive 
yoira kind invitation to their Council Fire, and they will 
give you a hearty welcome. Brothers, it is with great 
concern Lhave lately heard that some people, whom I 
consider to be enemies as well to you as to us, have en- 
deavoured to make you believe that the people of Virginia 
intend to strike your Nation; this you may depend upon 
Is the greatest falsity, as I can, with truth, assure you, that 
they desire to live in strict friendship with all Indians, while 
they continue to live peaceably with us. 

" Brothers, the Tawas : It is with great pleasure I take 
this opportunity of speaking to you in the name of my 
countrymen, to return you thanks for the kind treatment 
given by your Nation to one of our young brothers, who 
was~delivered into your hands last summer by the Shawa- 
nese, and to assure you that if any of your people should 
ever fall into our hands, they will meet with friendly treat- 
ment." 

To which the War Post returned the following answer: 
"Brothers, the Big Knife: We have beard what you 
have said, and desire time till to-morrow afternoon to con- 
sider it, when we will meet you in the Council-House at 
the time mentioned." 

TheWarPost, with six others, carne to his camp. They 
told him they came to talk with him as friends; that they 
always understood the English had but one King, who 
lived over the great river, that they were much surprised 
lately to hear that we were at war with ourselves, and that 
we had several engagements at Boston, where a great many 
men were killed on both sides ; and as they had heard 
many different stories, they would be glad to hear and 
know the truth. Captain Wood then explained to them 
the iiatuie of the ^disputes, and acquainted them of the 
general union of all the Colonies, and undeceived them in 
an ejrrour Tie fo und the Wyandots had been led into, viz; 
thar the Virginians were a people distinct from the other 
Colonies, 

At the appointed time the War Post delivered the fol- 
lowing answer to Captain Wood's speech of yesterday. 

''Brother, the Big Knife : You tell us you were sent 
to our Towns by the great men of Virginia, to let us know 
therei^now a large Council Fire kindling at Fort-Pitt; 
that it would be ready in forty-six days, and that we should 



hear. t. lien and there every thing that was good. Brothers, 
we have listened to every thing you have said with great 
attention, and consider it well. We think it is good, and 
will immediately send over the lakes to our chiefs, and will 
be ruled in our determination by them. Brothers, I have 
nothing farther to say, than that it has always been a cus- 
tom with us that whatever news we hear we immediately 
send it to our head-men, as we shall on this occasion." 

He arrived at the Shawanese Towns on the 31st. He 
desired the headman to call the headmen of the different 
Towns together as soon as possible, that he had something 
to say to them from the headmen of Virginia. The head- 
men then informed him that Chenusaw, or the Judge, had 
returned home the night before; that he brought alarming 
accounts from Virginia, that all the people, except the 
Governour, were determined on war with the Indians; that 
the Governour was for peace, but was obliged to fly on 
board a ship ; that the hostages found that they were to 
be made slaves and sent to some other country ; that the 
white people were all preparing for war, and that they 
showed him many Indian scalps, amongst which the Wolf 
knew his brother's; upon which they determined, if possi- 
ble, to make their escape, and accordingly set offall together 
in the night ; that the next day, he, being behind the others 
at some distance, was seized by three men ; that lie heard 
them say they would kill him, and one of them began to 
load his gun, while the other two before i he gun wasToaded, 
held him by the arm, he found means to disengage himself 
and make his escape, leaving his gun and every thing else 
behind him ; soon after, he heard several guns go off, and 
was sure that Cuittnu-a and Neira were killed, as he had 
been sixty days travelling, and had heard nothing of ihern. 
Captain Wood told the headmen that "the most" of what 
Chenusaiv, or the Judge, told him was false ; and 'that he 
would be glad if he would send for him, which he did. As 
soon as he came Captain Wood explained the whole mat- 
ter to him and many more Indians, and informed them 
Cuttenu-a and Newa were both well, and on the road ; and 
that they were bringing his clothes, and what other things 
he left behind him; and that it was very unlucky for him 
he did not turn back as the others did, and have a horse 
and a saddle to ride home as the others had. 

On the first of August he inquired of sundry squaws 
concerning the speeches and bells sent to" the Shawanese 
by the French at Detroit. They all gave the same ac- 
counts he had received before, with this addition, that" the 
Picls and Twightwees had accepted the"belts",17ut that the 
Shawanese had dug a hole in the ground, and buried them 
never to rise again. 

The 2d of August he delivered a speech to' the Shawa- 
nese, the same in substance to what he had delivered to 
other Nations. He explained the nature of the dispute 
with Lord Dunmore, and convinced them that Chenusaw 
had not told the truth, and likewise explained to them the 
nature of the dispute with Great Britain. The headman 
returned them the following answer : 

" Brother, the Big Knife : I am very thankful, as well 
as all my .friends, who are now present, for your good 
speech this day delivered to us at our Council Fire. It 
gives us great pleasure to think that our brothers, the Big 
Knife, have not forgot us ; and that we will have an oppor- 
tunity of talking to them in friendship at the time you 
mention. We are much obliged to our brothers, the Big 
Knife, for their care in directing all their people to let our 
brother Chenusaw come to us. His coming away in the 
manner he did proceeded from a mistake. We are fully 
satisfied with what you have told us, and hope you will no't 
think hard of us for his bad behaviour." 
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"As it is. found difficult to make a Board pf this Commit- 
tee, arid it is proper to proceed with despatch in the ex- 
ami nations recomme nded to us by the Provincial Congress, 
to be in aae fo r discovering the persons who destroyed the 
Boat ].ate]y built for His Majesty's Ship Asia : 
1 Jtesoiped, on motion, That R. Ray, Abraham P. Lott, 
Cornelius P. Low, William Bedlow, John Bcrrian, John 
LqsJier, and John Broome, or the major part of them, be 
a Sub-Committee for taking such examinations, and that 
limy proceed therein with all convenient speed, and return 
1 he said examination to this Committee when finished. And, 
Resolved, That the said Committee have full power to 
send for witnesses for the purpose aforesaid. 



PETER T. I'URTENITJS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, August 10, 1775. 

Cjentlemen : I was yesterday informed by a member of 
the Contjp.gntal Congress, that not a shilling of the Conti- 
nental money would be paid, or even lent to pay, for the 
clothing or guns which I have purchased on the publick 
credit. If so, I shall be in a very disagreeable situation, 
because there is no fund established by the Provincial 
Congress as yet for that purpose. The goods I have pur- 
chased are all on the credit of the Provincial Congress, on 
Condition to pay for them as soon as the Continental money 
came jn,my hands. As soon as it arrives, I shall have about 
three hundred persons calling on me for their money. 
Those I have purchased clothing from must be sent back 
without _,niqney, the consequence of which will be, abuse 
ibr. <lec_eiyjng them. Figure to yourselves the situation I 
shall be in., I hope some plan will be fallen on to borrow 
tiie.mpney to pay for the clothing and making, or else I must 
rock^rnyself up. I have stopped the gunsmiths this morn- 
ing from purchasing any more guns, because they can't get 
any whhciut the cash, and I have none to pay for them, 
having already advanced out of my pocket, in cash and 
goods, little short of one thousand Pounds. 

My clerk is returned from Philadelphia, and informs me 
that fie can get from Thomas and Isaac Wharton, blankets, 
Watch-coats, fee, to the amount of eleven hundred and 
thirty-five Pounds, ten Shillings, and three Pence, Pennsyl- 
nnzra currency, (particulars as per invoice enclosed,) upon 
condition that J take the whole and pay for them before 
they are delivered out of their store. 

As to duck, none can be had; drillings he could get 
arjout twenty or thirty pieces, price two shillings and four 
pence cash, and three shillings per yard on the credit of 
the Congress. The merchants here made no such condi- 
tions_or distinctions. Several have been so generous as to 
sell their goods under what they could get for them from 
ifiJivTJuals, and as to provisions and blacksmith's work, I 
bougTit all at cash price. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Peter T. Cr/RTENius. 

To the Members of the New-York Provincial Congress. 

JOlfl MciESSON TO COLONEL PH1NEAS FANNING. 

New-York, August 10, 1775. 

Sir: The Provincial Congress is favoured with your 
letter of the 8th instant, and are much obliged by the in- 
telligence. The Congress is sorry to inform you that any 
farther supply of gunpowder is not to be procured at pre- 
sent. The powder, ball, and flints, sent by Mr. Foster 
and Mr. Clarice, are at your disposal, in the whole, two 
hjind£ej_,Md^tl4rty-three pounds and a half of powder, and 
six hundrea 1 pounds of ball. If you should think it neces- 
sary to put any of this ammunition into the hands of the 
Militia, please to take care that they pay for the same. 

Wishing you success, I am, most respectfully, your most 
obedient humble servant, John McKesson. 

To Colonel Phineas Fanning, Southold. 

HEVRY B. LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Claremont, August lo, 1775. 

Sir: I wrote tp_ you jesterday, in a great hurry, before 
I had" notice, of the .arm al of the clothes for the. Troops at 
this place", wKicli, to my great surprise, I find to be only a 
regirflBntal coat and a blanket for each man ; no hat, shirt, 



waistcoat, breeches, stockings, or shoes. All these things 
we have been led to expect from the tenour of our instruc- 
tions for enlisting men, wherein we are directed to observe, 
" That the Troops raised by this Colony will be placed pre- 
cisely upon the same footing, with respect to pay, clothing, 
&c, with other the Continental Troops now raised, or here- 
after to be raised for the general defence." We did not know, 
with certainty, how the Continental Forces were to be sup- 
plied, but conjectured that they were to be furnished with 
every necessary, till some of our late papers came to hand, in 
which we observed the Captains for New- York had placed 
an advertisement, setting forth that volunteers in this service 
would be allowed one shilling, eleven pence per day, and a 
suit of clothes, arms, &c, to be found them ; this was not 
contradicted by the Congress. Can the gentlemen who 
compose it conceive no necessity for a supply of shoes to 
a body of men who are to march two hundred and fifty 
miles through a rough country, (how much farther I know 
not,) or can they think that a regimental coat will make 
them uniform, when some of them have waistcoats, others 
none ; some trowsers, others none ; some hats, others with- 
out ; some ragged, others whole. WanLpJ^decejit^lpihLng, 
1 fear, will oblige many to desert the service who have 
engaged in it from principle, and with the sole view of 
extricating this country from its present difficulties. How- 
ever, if it be the sense of the Congress that the Troops 
are to be furnished with these necessaries frqinjLheJLpay, 
and they think proper to advance it for that purpose, I will 
endeavour to bring the men in my company to agree to it, 
though 1 can't help thinking it will be a difficult task, as 
they are much displeased at the parsimony of the Con- 
gress ; it has been very near crpting a mutiny in my com- 
pany already. This I .have thought it my duty, as an 
officer, to mention to" yon j" "that if the Congress think it 
merits attention, they may have it in their power to apply 
a remedy in time. 

Having thus fully laid before you the reasons for dis- 
satisfaction, among the men, I will now mention to you 
a circumstance that has given no little uneasiness to the 
officers of our Battalion. I have been CT gfftre_d_the ap- 
pointment of a Major to the Regiment to which I belong, 
and also of one other to the Third Battalion. I am much 
at a loss to account for the indignity that has been offered 
me in both these appointments, and fear that the Congress 
have imbibed some undeserved prejudices against me. By 
the Crown I was thought qualified, two years ago, for a 
majority, since which I have made it an object of some 
attention to fit myself for that station j thou gh I must con- 
fess that I by no means think myself equal to the task, and 
therefore should readily have acquiesced in the nomination 
of gentlemen more experienced than myself. But when 
persons that have had the advantage oFno experience are 
advanced from a.lieutenancy over the head^f a Major, it 
carries either the highest compliment to their abilities, or 
the greatest reflection on his. To the first I am so fax from 
objecting, that I rejoice at the early dawning of that supe- 
riour genius, in which the Congress see the want^of expe- 
rience so amply compensated, and the idea oT the last excite^ 
a sensation which I do not care to express. I will only 
observe, that as a sense of duty, and a regard to the inte- 
rests of this country, were the only motives thaU induced 
me to enter into the service, so the same principles will 
continue me in it till the Congress can with con veniency 
supply my place, when I shall rejoice in my dismissal. In 
the meanwhile, as I know myself superiour to little piques, 
I shall take care that they do not discover themselves in 
my conduct. 

I remain, with all imaginable respect, your most obedi- 
ent humble servant, Henry B. Livingston. 

N.B. Lieutenant Paddock, my Second Lieutenant, has 
had my orders to be with me a fortnight ago. If he should 
not come, I should be glad to have John Banks, who is 
now with me as a common soldier, in his room. He is a 
man well qualified for a captaincy, and has seen a great 
deal of service last war. ~Z" - 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO NEW- YORK "CONCRE S S ." 

Albany, August 10, 1775. 

Sir: The first division of the York Troops are arrived, 
but without powder ; by accident it is in my power to fur- 
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nish them. I beg that powder may be sent at the rate of 
a quarter of a pound per man, for the Troops destined for 
this route. As it is very improper they should march to 
Ticonderoga without it, I have been obliged to supply this 
division from a small reserve I had made for Tryon County, 
out of that which lately arrived from Philadelphia. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient ser- 
vant, Richard Montgomery. 



ALBANY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany Committee Chamber, August 10, 1775. 
Gentlemen : We find ourselves once more obliged to 
trouble you with respect to the soldiers who were taken 
prisoners at St. John's, who have been furnished with pro- 
visions by Elisha Phelps, Esq., Commissary, appointed by 
the Governour of Connecticut, till a few days ago, when 
Mr. Phelps went into Connecticut upon business, and left 
no order with his Deputy to supply them, who being un- 
willing to supply them without orders from our Board, 
spoke to the Chairman, who told him he thought, as the 
Army was now properly organized, it was their business to 
give orders concerning prisoners, and referred him to Gen. 
Montgomery, who, as the said Deputy informed us, found 
much fault with their insolence, and thought it improper that 
they should be suffered to remain in this Town, as being a 
frontier place, where they might do disservice to the publick 
cause, and therefore declined doing any thing in the affair. 
Upon which Mr. Phelps's Deputy made application to us 
again, advising us at the same time, that the soldiers were 
so insolent as to threaten to take provisions by force if he 
refused to supply them. We have come to the resolution 
to supply them as formerly, till we have your further instruc- 
tions in the premises.' 

We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. By order 
of the Committee : 

Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 

To the Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- York. 



a. Mcdonald to Albany committee. 

Albany, August 10, 1775. 
Gentlemen : I am heartily sorry that I have to trouble 
you ; these few lines will inform you of our situation at 
present. We are here as prisoners, and get nothing to sup- 
port us. We think it a very hard case. We applied to 
the Commissary's Clerk, who told us that he had nothing 
for us. We have fasted for some days, and therefore I 
hope that you will take it into consideration and get us 
some supply. If so be that you will not look into it, we 
must get it where we can come athwart it. 
Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

R. McDonald, Sergeant 26th Regiment. 

The Gentlemen Committee. 



DR. JOHN WILLIAMS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, August 10, 1775. 
Sir: I arrived here in order to devise with Colonel Van 
Schaick how the medicines were to be obtained for the use 
of his Battalion, and, upon inquiry, I found Mr. Stephen 
McCrey was appointed Surgeon, at which I was greatly 
surprised, as my name was entered in the arrangement at 
the Provincial Congress before their late adjournment. 
Mr. Sylvester acquaints me that all the Surgeons were to 
pass an examination, which I would very readily have 
undergone. I cannot discover whence the partiality has 
arisen in regard to placing one in my room, after being 
already appointed, and had already planned my business 
accordingly. 

As to my abilities, they are well known in this part of the 
country, and my practice is very extensive, particularly in 
surgery ; and I have now a wounded man from Ticonderoga 
under my care, which has been given over by the Surgeons 
there, and hope in a few days I shall discharge him per- 
fectly sound. 

I have walked >S'f. Thomas's Hospital, in London, one 
year, and can produce my diploma, certifying the same, 
which I look upon as a sufficient recommendation to my 
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appointment, exclusive of being first mate in a man-of-war. 
I would have come down to York were it not for a crowd 
of business interrupting me. However, if it is required, 
I will immediately repair to New- York, or be examined by 
the Surgeons of those battalions now, or to be at Ticon- 
deroga. Likewise I have amputating and all kinds of 
instruments fit for a campaign. 

I am, with great respect, your very humble servant, 

John Williams. 

To John McKesson, Esquire, Secretary in Provincial Con- 
gress, New- York. 

When the report was made by the Committee appointed 
for the arrangement of officers in the New- York proportion 
of Continental Troops, to the best of my recollection I saw 
John Williams's name thereon as Surgeon of the Albany 
Regiment. While the report was under consideration, 
some person was proposed in the room of Mr. Williams, 
which I objected to upon this principle, that Mr. Williams 
was one of that Committee; that it ought to be presumed 
that the gentlemen who composed that Committee would 
not offer to nominate any person to such a place of trust 
and confidence, unless they were satisfied of his skill and 
abilities from their own knowledge, or the recommendation 
of others; and as he stood on the list of nominations, and 
was then absent, it would not be civil treatment to strike 
him off so hastily. It was then mentioned that he should 
not stand confirmed as Surgeon without a previous exami- 
nation ; which being reasonable, I consented and approved 
of it. In this situation that matter remained when the 
Congress adjourned, as far as I know or believe, and I know 
of no other appointment, change, or alteration of Surgeon, 
till I am now informed of it. P. Silvester. 

August 10, 1775. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 10, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the second instant is duly received, 
but it is out of my power to comply with the request it 
contains of forwarding commissions. All those I have yet 
received from the honourable Continental Congress are far 
short of the number required in this Army; for which 
reason, when at New-York, and by letter from this, I di- 
rected General Schuyler to apply to the Congress at Phila- 
delphia for those of his department, as the shortest and 
easiest mode, to which I must also now refer you. 

We have had no occurrence in the camp for several days 
worthy of notice.* But by some advices from Boston, and 

* Extract of a Letter from an Officer in the Army at Boston to his 
friend in London, dated August 12, 1775. 

I shall give you some account of a most glorious victory obtained by 
the King's Troops over the Rebel Army on the seventh instant. On 
the preceding day it was resolved to attack the enemy on Roxbury Hill. 
The difficulty of the attempt was easily foreseen, but, if successful, 
the glory obtained would be immortal. Agreeable to the resolution, 
early in the morning General Gage detached five thousand chosen men 
under the command of General Howe. It being dark when wo began 
our march, and the carelessness of the enemy's advanced guard favour- 
ing our design, we were close at the enemy's lines before they had the 
least knowledge of our motion. The consternation that ensued upon 
the discovery is not easily described, nor shall I attempt it, that through 
the bravery of our officers, and the intrepidity of our soldiers, we forced 
the enemy's intrencliments with a slaughter dreadful to think of. The 
number of the enemy killed is not exactly known, but we have made 
twenty-five hundred prisoners', amongst whom are General Putnam, 
General Lee, and several other officers of rank in the Rebel Army, who, 
in general, behaved with great resolution during the engagement. Our 
loss is very considerable, as the manner in which we attacked them 
into such immediate confusion on all sides, that they were unable to 
make any great resistance. Our greatest loss is by the death of a few 
brave officers, who fell in forcing the intrenchments. Among these is 
Colonel Pigol, whose conduct has gained his immortal honour. Wo 
have about one hundred and fifty men killed, and as many wounded. 
We have taken a considerable quantity of ammunition and military 
stores, as well as their cannon and every thing in the camp. 

The glory which the Generals Howe and Burgoyne have acquired, 
will be recorded to the latest posterity ; nor could any thing be more 
judicious than the disposition of our Troops, which was so well con- 
trived that we attacked the enemy on all quarters at once with irresis- 
tible fury. 

What will bo the consequence of this overthrow is not yet known ; 
but it has so far disabled the Rebels, that it will be impossible for them 
to take the field again for some time. 

I am sorry my time will not permit me to give you a more circum- 
stantial account, at present, of this very memorable action, but I will 
write again as soon as things are a little settled. At present the con. 
fusion is very great; provisions are tolerable plenty but dear. Our 
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several concurring circumstances, we have great reason to 
suspect a part, or the whole of the Ministerial Troops are 
aboutjo move. New-York is the place generally talked 
of as their destination. 1 give you the intelligence as it 
came to me, but do not vouch for its authenticity. 

I am, with the most respectful regards to yourself and 
the body over whom you preside, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, Go. Washington. 

The Honourable Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
President of the Provincial Congress at New-York. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Winter Hill, August 10, 1775. 

M ay it please your Excellency : Whereas, your Ex- 
cellency was pleased, in the orders of yesterday, to signify 
your Excellency's will and pleasure to have the names of 
those gentlemen who behaved themselves more valiant, 
bold, and brave than common in the late engagement on 
Bunker's Hill, in Charhstown ; and as there are vacancies 
in the several Regiments, that your Excellency would use 
your endeavour to have them commissioned, if they are 
not commissioned, or promoted if they are, provided their 
good conduct be sufficiently evidenced. 

We, therefore, beg that we, whose names are hereunto 
subscribed, may lay before your Excellency the conduct 
and undaunted courage of William Lee, of Colonel Reid's 
Regiment, who did service in the late engagement on said 
Bunker's Hill. The said William Lee not only fought 
well himself, but gave good advice to the men to place 
themselves in right order, and to stand their ground well. 
The said William Lee, belonging to Captain Spaulding's 
Company in Colonel Reid's Regiment, is the first Or- 
derly Sergeant of Captain Spaulding's Company; and as 

men are in high spirits, and greatly flushed with their unparalleled 
victory. — London Publick Advertiser, September 12, 1775. 

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman at Boston, dated Auoust 10, 

1775. 

On the 7th instant Goneral Gage detached fire thousand chosen men 
before the break of day, under the command of Generals Howe and 
Burgoyne, to attack the Provincials in their camp. They marched 
with the greatest expedition and silence, and being favoured by the 
negligence of the enemy, were close at the intrenchments before they 
were perceived, which they forced after a very spirited resistance ; but 
the panick which the suddenness and unexpectedness of their attack 
occasioned, threw our gallant Provincials into unavoidable confusion. 
The King's forces found in the camp a vast deal of ammunition, &c, 
together with six thousand stand of small-arms, thirteen field-pieces, 
sixteen twenty-four pounders, and twenty-four twelve pounders, besides 
a vast quantity of provisions, and one hundred thousand pounds in spe- 
cie. The loss of the King's Troops is computed at about four hundred, 
killed and wounded, and the loss of the Provincials between two and 
three thousand taken prisoners ; the number killed is not exactly known, 
but must be great. General Putnam and General Lee are taken pri- 
soners, and many more Provincial officers of note. 

I would give you a fuller account, but imagine you will have received 
despatches before this. Nothing but consternation reigns in this devo- 
ted City, which, from plenty and affluence, is reduced to a state of 
poverty, misery, and destruction. — London Publick Advertiser, Sep- 
tember 13, 1775, 

Extract of a Letter from a Lady in Boston to her friend in Chester, 
(England,) dated August 10, 1775. 

Wo are subject to continual alarms and cannonadings, the Provin- 
cials being very audacious, and advancing near to our lines, since the 
arrival of General Washington and Lee to command them. Believe 
Me, I welcome the dawn of the day every morning, upon finding the 
Town is not in flames. The night of the 29th ultimo, at Charlestown 
Neck, whore General Howe commands, an attack was made on our 
out-posts, and seven of our soldiers were killed and missing. Eighty 
Provincials attacked twelve of them. Two thousand men from New- 
York, and as many from Virginia, have joined the Provincial Army in 
New.England. The enemy's intrenchments are extended many miles, 
one beyond another, two or three deep. They have plenty of fresh 
provisions, but want salt to season it. They were short of ammuni- 
tion, but have got a supply of that and artillery, above forty pieces of 
cannon, and several mortars. It is said they are very sickly ; the putrid 
fovor, small-pox, and dysentery prevail amongst them. The transports 
which were expected are arrived, and General Grant canae in the last 
on the 29th ult. Every body that can is quitting this place. SJauy 
families are embarking for England to settle there. 

We were roused about one o'clock in the morning of the 31st ult., 
by the most dreadful cannonading I ever heard. It seemed to be a 
general attack on all sides round us. It is impossible to convey an 
idea how terrible it was in the dead of night, with the apprehensions 
that naturally seize every one, either of the enemy breaking in, or the 
Town being set on fire. It appears that they attempted again to cut 
off our out-posts, upon which General Howe attacked their intrench- 
ments with cannon and bombs on that side ; and we attacked them in 
several places besides at the same time, all in the dark. Our loss is 
small, the enemy's much greater. They have destroyed (a second time) 
the Light-house this morning, and taken above fifty men from thence. 
It is said they killed the commanding officer there in cold blood. — Lon. 
don, October 7, 1775. 



there is a vacancy in the same company by a Lieutenant's 
death, it is desired for the Ensign to take his place, and 
Sergeant Lee to take the Ensign's or Second Lieutenant's. 
This is desired by the subscribers if your Excellency sees 
fit to grant it. 

Levi Spauldino, Captain, 

Thos. Boffe, Ensign of Capt. Spaulding's Com'ny. 

William Roby, Ensign of Capt. Walker's Company. 

Wm Campbell, James Campbell, Timothy Mclntire, 

Samuel Currier, Isaac Peabody, Ephraim Howe, 

Sam'l Hutchinson, James Pemberton, Richard Gooman, 

John Osgood, Isaac Carkin, Richard Hughes, 

Benjamin Dike, James Phillips, Jacob Putton, 

Robert Glover, William Tuck, Nath. Batcbelder, 

Joshua Chase, William Sterrct, Samuel StileB, 

John Walker, William Brown, Isaac Cowen, 

Simeon Finch, Samuel Lowell, Isaac Starns, 

Robert Wilkins, Josaph Elinwood, Benjamin Starns, 

Samuel Leeman, John Row, Ephraim Smith, 

Thomas Hardy, Andrew Buyley, Ephraim Half. 

John Johnson, Ezra Dutton, 



Watertowii, August 10, 1775. 

Mention has been made in the New-London papers of 
the gallant and inlrepid behaviour of Captain Knowlton, 
Captain Coit, and Lieutenants Dana and Hide, in the late 
engagement at Bunker's Hill. I think it highly reason- 
able, that the names of all those officers, who by real and 
solid merit distinguished themselves in that action, should 
be recorded with honour, and had in everlasting remem- 
brance by their countrymen ; this is a tribute which a pro- 
per regard to merit, the dictates of justice and self-preser- 
vation, seem to require. I shall therefore proceed to mention 
a few persons (whose names I have obtained) that signal- 
ized themselves on this occasion, and whose conduct in the 
battle aforesaid has not been publickly noticed, hopin" 
some friend to his Country will do justice to all as soon 
as they are known. In this list of heroes it is needless lo 
expatiate on the character and bravery of Major-General 
Putnam, whose capacity to form and execute great designs 
is known through Europe, and whose undaunted courage 
and martial abilities strike terrour through all the hosts of 
Midianites, and have raised him to an incredible height in 
the esteem and friendship of his American brethren ; it is 
sufficient to say, that he seems to be inspired by God Al- 
mighty with a military genius, and formed to work wonders 
in the sight of those uncircumcised Philistines at Boston 
and Bunker's Hill, who attempt to ravage this Country, 
and defy the armies of the living God. Major John Ches- 
ter, of Wcathcrsficld, now Captain of a company in Gen. 
Spencer's Regiment, and Lieutenant Samuel Webb, who 
marched up to the lines with their men, and re-enforced 
the Troops, by their undaunted behaviour, timely and vigo- 
rous assistance, it is universally agreed, are justly emitted 
to the grateful acknowledgments of their Country. Capt. 
John Kyes, of Ashford, who is First Lieutenant in Capt. 
Knoivlton's Company, and was on the left wing with him 
during the action, fought with spirit and invincible resolu- 
tion ; for the truth of this fact, I appeal to Capt. Knowlton 
himself, who was on the same wing and an eye witness to 
his martial spirit, animating and heroick behaviour. Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Grosvetwr,o( Pomfret, also merits a tribute 
of thanks for his valiant conduct in charging the enemy 
closely, and maintaining his ground like a hero, till disabled 
for action and forced to retire by reason of a wound received 
in one of his hands. Nor can I, without manifest injustice, 
pass over in silence the spirited and heroick actions of Lieu- 
tenant Bingham, of Norwich, and Ensign Bill, of Leba- 
non, who gave full proof of their courage and martial fire 
on that important day. These, with many THher officers, 
perhaps, whose names are not yet publickly known, to- 
gether with the soldiery under their command, beyond all 
question acquitted themselves with honour, and fought 
manfully for their Country and the Cities of God. 

A Friend to Truth. 



MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY. 

Colony of the Massachusetts.Biy, } 
Wutortown, August 10, 1775. I 

The Committee of both Houses of Assembly, appointed 
to take into consideration a letter from his Excellency 
General Washington, with one enclosed from Gen. Greene, 
representing that one Captain Thomas Cowden, of Fitch- 
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burgh, hath been soliciting an office in the Army of the 
United Colonies raised for the defence of American liberty, 
and that he hath invariably opposed every measure pur- 
sued for the restoration of our violated privileges ; especially 
when the veins of our heroick countrymen were inhumanly 
opened at Lexington and Concord, he exerted himself in 
preventing that succour and relief which justice immediate- 
ly called for ; having taken said letters, and the evidences 
exhibited against him into consideration, and given the said 
Cowden a fair hearing in defence, do find it clearly proved, 
that the said Cowden hath heretofore been a constant 
opposer of the publick measures taken for the security of 
our violated rights, so far as he conveniently could, whereby 
he hath forfeited the affection and confidence of his Town, 
and they have justly considered him as inimical to his 
Country. And notwithstanding he professes a full convic- 
tion of his past errours and misconduct, the most sincere 
contrition for the same, a hearty friendship for his Country, 
willingness to risk life and fortune in its defence, humbly 
implores forgiveness of the General Assembly and his 
Country, and in the most solemn manner promises amend- 
ment and reformation, the sincerity of which hath of late 
in some measure been evidenced by an apparent friendly 
exertion with Tiis countrymen, and a kind entertainment of 
the soldiery, and especially by discovering a great abhor- 
rence of and indignation against that grand deceiver and be- 
trayer of his Country, whose name and letters are equally 
execrated by all good men ; yet the absolute necessity of 
taking the most effectual care that the Army be supplied 
with no officer but of known integrity and well approved 
friendship for the liberties of this Country, as well as of 
martial abilities and good courage, induce us to forbear 
recommending him as a person at present fit to be entrusted 
with a commission in the service. 

Nevertheless, we humbly apprehend the voluntary con- 
fession by himself made, subscribed, and herewith exhibited, 
his solemn engagements to behave well for the future, and 
his late kindness to the soldiery, being some evidence of a 
reformation, render it safe and proper that he should be 
released from his present confinement, and allowed to re- 
turn to his family and estate in peace, and that he ought, 
and hereby is recommended to the forgiveness and protec- 
tion of his countrymen. And that a copy of this Report 
be given to said Cowden for his own security against the 
further resentment of the publick for his past offences, and 
that he have leave to publish the same, with his confession, 
if he sees fit, and that a copy thereof be sent lo his Ex- 
cellency General Washington in answer to his letter. 

CONFESSION OF THOMAS COWDEN. 

Wiitertown, August 8, 1775. 

Whereas, I, Thomas Cowden, of Fitchburgh, in the Coun- 
ty of Worcester, have been by many good people of this 
Province accused of being inimical to my Country, for the 
removal of which accusation 1 do now acknowledge that in 
some things I have acted very imprudently; as, 

First : By allowing hands under me to work on the 
Publick Fast recommended by the Association of Boston 
Ministers. 

Secondly : By speaking diminutively of the County 
Congress at Worcester, in which they recommended to the 
people not to take Hicks and Mills's paper. 

Thirdly : By endeavouring to hinder two persons who 
were at work at a frame for me, to go down when the pub- 
lick alarm was at Lexington. 

Fourthly : By not sufficiently encouraging people to sign 
the Covenant. 

Fifthly : By being too backward in Town affairs with 
regard to the liberties of the Country. 

For all which I am truly sorry, beg the forgiveness of 
the honourable Board and House of Representatives, and 
all the good people of this Country, who have been 
aggrieved or offended thereby; yet in justice to myself I 
must say, that in these things I erred through judgment, not 
will, and am now ready to convince the world of this 
solemn declaration, not only by word and interest, but 
even by exposing my life itself if my Country calls me 
thereto. Thomas Cowden. 

A true copy. Attest : 

Perez Morton, Secretary pro tern. 



COL. JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRbTHBULL. 
Camp at Roxbury, August 10, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : I received your favour per post yester- 
day ; am much obliged for the commissions and the intelli- 
gence respecting the men-of-war, kc, off New-London. I 
hope the worst consequence of their appearance will be 
the loss of ammunition that will be dealt out upon the 
occasion. There has been an affray between the man-of- 
war at Cape-Ann and the inhabitants; the former had 
taken a vessel from sea, which the latter retook and se- 
cured the cargo and vessel ; afterwards two more in like 
circumstances, and gave the man-of-war so good a beating 
as to induce her to leave the port, but not without destroy- 
ing and damaging a few houses. 

I hope my brother will be successful in procuring the 
flour he is gone to purchase. The Connecticut Troops, 
whose provisions are thrown into common stock, do not 
like it very well that they are to help to eat up a 
large quantity of rye purchased for this Province. The 
new regulations in this camp in many things give uneasi- 
ness ; but I hope and believe that when the Commissary- 
General has got his channels open, supplies will flow 
regularly and in plenty; at present they have not that 
provision which the Colony stands engaged for. All my 
companies are in except Tyler's, Rowley's, and Lyon's, 
part in tents, others in houses for want of tents. Tins day 
a return is to be made to head-quarters of all our covering, 
upon which I expect better provision will be made in that 
article. Our dangers are increasing; it behooves our land, 
and the Army in special, to have their eyes upon God, and 
trust in him. I desire your prayers that I may be faithful. 

My love to mother, son, &c. ; and am your dutiful and 
affectionate son, Jed. Huntington. 

To Governour Trumbull. 



New.London, August 11, 1775. 
We hear from Westmoreland, in the western part of this 
Colony, that last Tuesday se'nnight about fifty Indians 
of the Six Nations came to that place, and encamped at a 
small distance from the settlement ; the next day they came 
in and delivered a message, which was to this purpose : 
" That they were sorry to hear of the difference which 
subsisted between Great Britain and the Colonies ; that 
they should not take up the hatchet on either side ; that 
they meant to be at peace with the English as long as the 
stream ran down the Susquehannah River ; that should 
differences in future arise between us and them, they would 
try every gentle and healing measure to obtain redress of 
the grievances ; that as Colonel Guy Johnson had left his 
habitation, and they were destitute of a Superintendent, 
they desire Colonel Butler to take upon him that trust; 
and that the place for holding their future Congresses 
might be Westmoreland." 



CAPTAIN BROOME TO NEW-TORK CONGRESS. 

King's Bridge, August 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Some time past, while I was gone to our 
Provincial camp near Boston, an unhappy difference hap- 
pened on a field day, between the Fusiliers now com- 
manded by Henry G. Livingston, Esq., and my company. 
As such disputes might greatly injure the cause in which 
we are all engaged, and to prevent the like for the future, 
1 last night withdrew my company from Colonel Lasher's 
Battalion. I am now on a journey to New-England ; 
when I return I shall with pleasure join any other battalion, 
and act in any station you may please to assign me, in 
which I can best serve my Country. I take the liberty to 
give you this early information of the part I have acted, and 
what were my motives, lest any unfavourable impressions 
might be made upon your minds respecting my conduct. 

1 am, with great respect, Gentlemen, your most humble 
servant, Samuel Broome. 

To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress, New-York. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO ALBANY COMMITTEE. 

Ticonderoga, August 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : A party of our men fell in with Mr. White, 
Sheriff of Tryon County, accompanied with three white 
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men and as many Indians at Mr. Gilliland's; they were 
secured and brought up here. 

The Jndiam I have set at liberty, but lest any insult 
should be offered them, I have ordered an officer and a 
smajl party to attend them to Albany; and to convince 
them .that no evil was intended them, I have desired them 
to call on you, and that you should make them a present, 
which I beg you to do, and call on Mr. Livingston for the 
money to pay it. 

The sentiments thrown out by Mr. White and the other 
white men, are of so dangerous a nature that it may possi- 
bly be imprudent even to let Clement and Bone return to 
the Mohawk's country ; but of this you are the most pro- 
per judges, as you can determine with more precision than 
I what the effects would be with the Mohawks if they 
should be^detained, and you will act accordingly. 

White and the other man I wish to have sent down 
und r er a guard to the Provincial Congress at New-York, 
and, I beg that you will please to forward them. 

Lencloge you copies of two letters from Sir John John- 
son ; as also the examination of some of the party who 
look White and his party. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble 
servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To.the Committee of Albany. 



shall judge expedient ; if what is expected do arrive in the 
mean time, shall have no occasion to use your allowance. 

I am, most respectfully, Sir, your most obedient very 
humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



* tiOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, August 11, 1775. 

Sir: Since my last to you, Mr. Ward, one of the dele- 
gates, hath returned from Congress. He informs me that 
sonie of the Bermudians had been at Philadelphia soliciting 
for liberty to import provisions for the use of the island. 
They gave information of the powder mentioned in your let- 
ter to me, and were of opinion it might easily be obtained. 
They were told by the delegates that every vessel they 
should send to the northward with powder, should be per- 
mitted to carry provisions to the island. Whether their 
situation will not probably prevent them from bringing the 
powder, I submit to your Excellency. 

Mr, Porter and Mr. Harris are both here. To Mr. 
Porter, who can fully inform you in the matter, I refer 
you. 

I have forwarded about thirteen hundred pounds of lead, 
which is all that can be procured at present, that article 
being extremely scarce among us. In my last to you I 
mentioned that I thought it might he brought from Ticon- 
deroga with more ease than it can be procured in any 
other \yay, and am still of the same opinion. 

I have given orders to the Committee of Safety to pur- 
chase all the tow-cloth that is to be bought in the Govern- 
ment, but am afraid the quantity will be small, the scarcity 
of coarse linens in the Colony having occasioned a great 
use of that article in families. 

I am, with great esteem, Sir, your Excellency's most 
obedient humble servant, Nich. Cooke. 

General Washington. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lsbanon, August 11, 1775. 

Sir: Yesterday twelve o'clock received your letter by 
Major Johnson ; immediately gave the necessary directions. 
Some companies I ordered to New-London, others to Neio- 
Haven; Colonel Webb, with the companies that way, if 
not marched, to take his station at Greenwich. Same day 
at eleven o'clock, received a letter from Brigadier-General 
Wooster, dated the ninth, at the Oyster-Ponds on Long- 
Island ; he had with him four hundred and fifty men, 
besides militia, designing to preserve the stock at that 
place. The ships were then plundering Gardiner's Island; 
the people on the island had left it. He applied to me 
for three hundred pounds of powder; before I had made 
my answer and order for the powder, (which I gave not- 
withstanding our exhausted condition,) on receipt of your's 
inserted an extract from it for his observation. 

I am informed a quantity of powder for the camp is to 
be at Hartford this evening, and more to follow soon. 
We have none lately arrived, which is daily expected. I 
request your direction that of the next quantity that comes 
to Hartford, there may be lodged there so much as yon 



New. York, August 16, 1775. 

The following is the best account we are able to collect 
of the late expedition of the piratical Regular traitors to 
the English Constitution and the British Colonies, in plun- 
dering Fisher's, Gardiner's, Plumb, and Block Islands, of 
Stock, Provisions, he. 

The design of the Regulars to plunder these islands 
having been communicated to the inhabitants and proprie- 
tors by the Congress of New-York, and other intelligences, 
as early as Tuesday, the eighth instant, there was time to 
have taken off all the stock, and some was actually taken 
off; but some differences having arisen between the propri- 
etors and the Committees, concerning the expense of the 
business, before any thing could be determined the ships 
of the enemy appeared in sight. Despatches were imme- 
diately sent to alarm and assemble the people On the Con- 
necticut and Long-Island shores, who, notwftJistanding the 
utmost haste they could then make, were too late to pre- 
vent the execution of the felonious design of the enemy; 
who, on Friday, the eleventh instant, approached Gar- 
diner's Island, with the following vessels and forces, viz : 
seven transport ships, two brigs, two men-of-war, one 
snow of ten guns, one armed schooner of seventeen men, 
and two hundred Regulars, as reported by the sailors, 
landed on the island, and, assisted hy ten villanous Tories 
from Southold, &c, took off the following stock, &c: 

By the account of 'Benjamin Miller, the overseer, one 
thousand sheep, thirty hogs, thirteen geese, three calves, 
one thousand pounds of cheese, and seven tons of hay, 
were taken off, and much damage done to gardens, fences, 
fowls, &c. When they went away, they left on the table 
half a guinea and a pistareen. 

The following letter was left by the commanding officer, 
and gives reason to suspect that the expedition (as to Gar- 
diner's Island) was preconcerted with the proprietor or 
manager. The following is an exact copy, viz: 

"Sir: As we have got loaded all the vessels, I can't 
come to your house, according to promise. I send you 
account of what I have got off your island, viz : sheep, 
eight hundred and twenty-three ; fat catile, fifty-nine ; 
cows, three ; calves, three — one of the calves got away; 
the cheese I will lake account of. Send me some pigs, 
fowls, potatoes, and ducks, and some bread ; and when 
you come to Boston I will secure your interest to you, if 
in my power. I am very sorry it is not in my power to 
come to your house ; but so good a wind we can't slay. 
The hay you must send an account of by Captain Law- 
rence. Sir, I am yours, Abijah Willant. 

" August 11, 1775, 12 o'clock at night." 

Besides the before-mentioned stock from Gardiner's 
Island, we are informed that the same crew of freebooters 
took from Fisher's Island twenty-six fat cattle, and about 
one thousand sheep ; also from Plumb-Island, fourteen fat 
cattle. At this last island they had only one prize wood- 
boat and a transport brig. On their arrival and landing on 
one side of the island, they were fired upon by about one 
hundred of Colonel Wooster's Provincials, who had landed 
on the other side. But it being represented to the com- 
manding officer, that the island was nearly surrounded by a 
number of the enemy's armed vessels, who would be likely 
to cut off their retreat, they fired but one volley, which did 
not appear to have done any execution, and then retired to 
the main land, when the fourteen cattle were taken off. 

After these exploits, three more transports appearing 
in sight, on Tuesday morning the Rose and Swan, sloops- 
of-war, sailed to meet them, in order to make a descent 
upon and plunder Block-Island; the success of which 
attempt we have not yet heard. 

It is the opinion of good judges, that only two hundred Pro- 
vincial Soldiers, well posted on either of these islands, would 
have repelled the attack made upon it by the Regulars. 

We have advice from Huntingdon, on Long-Island, that 
on Wednesday morning, the ninth, forty volunteers from 
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that place, and many from the parts adjacent, went off to 
join General Wooster's forces, but that on the way being 
informed by false intelligence that they were too late, for 
that the enemy had done their business and were gone, 
they returned back, and on their way disarmed a number 
of Tories at Soutkold, and lodged one of the most obnox- 
ious (the Rev. Mr. Lyon) under guard in General Woos- 
ter's camp. 

The number of men who appeared to oppose these de- 
predations of the Regulars, is supposed to exceed a thou- 
sand, with whale-boats ready to have carried them to the 
scene of action ; but being deceived by false intelligence, 
they turned back, and only one company of about forty went 
to Gardiner's Island, where they arrived in time to see the 
enemy under sail, and in a few hours after their departure. 

The following is an estimate of the value of the Stock 
feloniously plundered by the Men-of-War and Transports 
from Gardiner's Island, viz: 8 Oxen, £130; 25 Steers, 
three years old, £250; 25 Heifers, two years old, £137 
10s.; 5 Cows, £48; 4 Calves, £8; 13 large Hogs, £39; 
7 whey Hogs, £17 10s.; 16 Shoats, £12 16*. ; 28 Geese, 
£2 16s. ; 4 Ducks, 6s. ; 1166 Sheep, £583; 90 Cheeses, 
£72; Damage, &c, £34 14s. 6c/.— Total, £1335 12s. 
6d. By half a Guinea, 18s. 6d. ; Pistareen, Is. Id. — 
£1 Os. Id. Balance due, £1334 12s. 5d. 



MEETING OF COMMITTEES AT SAG-HARBOUR, NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the Towns of South- 
hampton and Easthampton, and Shelter-Island, and con- 
vened at Sag-Harbour, in Suffolk County, the 14th day 
of August, 1775: 

Whereas, several imputations have been industriously 
propagated and spread abroad concerning Colonel Abra- 
ham Gardiner, Thomas Wicliham, and David Mulford, 
Esquire, Executors to the Estate of David Gardiner, 
Esquire, deceased, of being concerned in assisting the 
Troops under General Gage in getting the Cattle, Sheep, 
&c, from Gardiner's Island, either by previous contract 
or by designedly persuading the people there was no dan- 
ger, when they supposed they really knew their design ; 
we, the said Committee, having examined evidences under 
oath, and considered every circumstance relative to said 
affair, do unanimously conclude, that the said Colonel 
Abraham Gardiner, and the other Executors, are entirely 
clear from all such imputations, and that all such reflections 
were altogether groundless. Signed by order of the Com- 
mittee: Burnet Miller, Chairman. 



angus Mcdonald to any of the publick printers in 

NEW-YORK. 

Fairfield Jail, August II, 1775. 
Sir: You will please to insert the under-mentioned 
advertisement in your next Thursday's paper, and the 
bearer will pay the charges; and in so doing you will much 
oblige your most humble servant, 

Angus McDonald. 

This is to acquaint the publick in general, and particu- 
larly the Congress and Committee of New-York, of the 
usage the subscriber, who is a close prisoner in the above- 
mentioned jail, met with, contrary to the promise to him 
when sent there, with all other bad usage. On Tuesday, the 
8th August, 1775, when a company of the riflemen march- 
ed into Town, five or six of them thought proper to try to 
take my life ; first beginning with throwing sticks, stones, 
and bricks at me, then drawing bayonets. When they 
could not get at me with those instruments, one of them 
went with his gun, and putting it through the window at 
me, I not thinking that the villain intended to take my life, 
laid hold on the muzzle of the gun to take it in, he imme- 
diately fired at me, when the ball took part of my hair off 
one side of my head, and lodged in the chimney, right be- 
hind me, nor any satisfaction did I get. So I'll leave that 
usage to the world to judge whether right or wrong. This 
I can prove upon oath, and others beside. But if I be to 
suffer for what is laid to my charge, I desire to be brought 
from this place, and get a fair chance for my life, as law 
directs. I always, according to my station, behaved my- 
self as well as any man this day in New- York ; and even 
the meanest and poorest soldier belonging to His Majesty's 



service, who is prisoner of war, is better used and has more 
liberty than I have. 

I am, &tc. Angus McDonald. 

P. S. And even should it be my intention still to leave 
the King, I scorn to run away from my liberty till such 
time as I am properly relieved and exchanged, if I must 
make my application that way. 

To any of the publick Printers in New-York. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO A COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL 
COURT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I have considered the papers you left with 
me yesterday. As to the expedition proposed against 
Nova-Scotia by the inhabitants of Machias, I cannot but 
applaud their spirit and zeal, but after considering the rea- 
sons offered for it, several objections occur, which seem to 
me unanswerable. I apprehend such an enterprise to be 
inconsistent with the general principle upon which the 
Colonies have proceeded. That Province has not acced- 
ed, it is true, to the measures of Congress, and therefore it 
has been excluded from all commercial intercourse with 
the other Colonies ; but it has not commenced hostilities 
against them, nor are any to be apprehended. To attack 
it, therefore, is a measure of conquest, rather than defence, 
and may be attended with very dangerous consequences. 
It might, perhaps, be easy, with the force proposed, to 
make an incursion into the Province, and overawe those 
of the inhabitants who are inimical to our cause, and, for a 
short time, prevent their supplying the enemy with provi- 
sions ; but to produce any lasting effects, the same force 
must continue. 

As to the furnishing vessels of force, you, gentlemen, 
will anticipate me in pointing out our weakness, and the 
enemy's strength at sea. There would be great danger 
that, with the best preparations we could make, they would 
fall an easy prey, either to the men-of-war on that station, 
or to some which would be detached from Boston. I have 
been thus particular, to satisfy any gentlemen of the Court 
who should incline to adopt the measure. I could offer 
many other reasons against it, some of which, I doubt not, 
will suggest themselves to the honourable Board. But it 
is unnecessary to enumerate them, when our situation, as 
to ammunition, absolutely forbids our sending a single ounce 
of it out of the camp at present. 

1 am, Gentlemen, he. Go. Washington. 

col. Thompson's proposal for destroying nova-scotia. 

For the Expedition purposed : One thousand men, 
including officers ; four armed vessels and eight Trans- 
ports ; the men to be raised at the Eastward. The Fleet 
to be made up at Machias, and then proceed to Windsor; 
captivate the Tories ; make all the proselytes we can ; and 
then proceed to Halifax. If possible, destroy the King's 
Dock- Yard, and Town, if thought proper. 

It may be undertaken for five thousand Pounds, lawful 
money, and all that can be procured from the Tories, or ten 
thousand, and the one-half of what is taken from them. At 
Windsor, we understand, there is abundance of goods, 
which is the next capital town to Halifax. We are 
lately informed, that there is not to exceed two hundred 
British Troops in Halifax. 



GENERAL GATES TO JAMES OTIS. 

Head-Quarters at Cambridge, August 11, 1775, 

Sir : This will be presented to you by Lieutenant John 
Knight, of the Royal Navy of England, taken prisoner 
lately at Machias. In his company are six other gentle- 
men, midshipmen and warrant officers. The Commander- 
in-Chief has this moment sent a flag of truce to General 
Gage, to know in what manner he intends to treat the 
officers of the Army of the United Colonies, who are so 
unfortunate as to fall into his hands. Upon his answer 
depends the treatment Mr. Knight and his companions are 
to receive. You shall be advised of General Gage's an- 
swer the instant it arrives. I am, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, Horatio Gates, Adj. Gen'. 

The Hon. James Otis, Esq. 
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Head-Quarters, August 11, 1775. 

Sir: By order of the Commander-in-Chief I sent to 
await your orders an officer's party to escort seventeen 
seamen, taken prisoners at Machias, and one tory, lcha- 
bod Jones. Thirty prisoners more, taken at Cape-Ann, 
will be at Charlestown to-day. I believe you will think 
it best to detain this party at Watertoum, until that from 
Caps- Ann arrives, when they may have your orders to 
what Town they are to march, to be confined. I have 
already sent a number of prisoners to Springfield, and 
Tories to Worcester. Perhaps you may approve of placing 
those at Northampton, as there are so many at present at 
Springfield. I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

HoRATto Gates, Adj. Gen. 
To the Hon. James Otis. 

JAst of Prisoners taken at Cape- Ann, belonging to the 
Falcon, Sloop-of-War. 

Robert Arnold, Master; William Robert Broton, Mid- 
shipman; Philabeth Deimtt, do.; Justin Budd, Gunner; 
John Backster, Doctor's Servant; Hugh Hughes, Marine; 
Thomas Nash, do. ; Jonathan Ellis, do. ; Abraham El- 
liot, do. ; Gyles Jones, do. ; John Mechum, do. ; William 
Allen, Steward ; William Rickets, Captain of Forecastle; 
Hugh Jones, Sailmaker; Michael Love, Sailor; Thomas 
Taylor, Gunner, Yeoman ; Win. Mackey, Quartermaster; 
John McRady, Michael Flynn, impressed, released since. 

Sick and remaining in Ipswich Jail : Samuel Burd, im- 
pressed ; John Doyle, Sailor; Matthew Cornish, Marine; 
John Clark, Cook's Mate. 

Wounded: John Warrick, Quartermaster; Joseph Mur- 
ray, Quarter-Gunner. 

Killed: John Molloy, formerly of Salem. 

Taken, belonging formerly to Cape-Ann, and are now 
there : Duncan Piper, William Put am, George Rigg, 
John Cleaveland. 

THEODOTtE ATKINSON TO GOVERNOTJR WENTWORTH. 
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, August 11, 1775. 

Sir: Immediately after I received your Excellency's 
letter of yesterday's date, (which was about ten o'clock 
this morning.) relative to the inhabitants of this Town firing 
on Captain Barclay's boat, I summoned the Council to 
meet at twelve, but did not make a quorum till this after- 
noon, when the Council was truly informed that a town- 
meeting was immediately notified, and a very full meeting 
of the inhabitants appeared, and regularly and deliberately 
passed a vote with a large and uncommon majority, in 
which they disapproved the transaction, &c. Your Ex- 
cellency herewith hath the vote of the meeting attested, 
and also the minute of the Council. 

Your Excellency will please to bear in mind the phrase 
of currat lex has been some time past interrupted. The 
King's Attorney gave it as his opinion, that the present 
situation was too uncertain and unsteady to enter any ac- 
tions in the common course of law, and which advice was 
then approved ; and I see no reason why the same cause 
should not produce the same effect now as then. 



PORTSMOUTH (nEW-HAMPSHIRe) COMMITTEE. 

Committoe-Hall, Portsmouth, AuguBt 13, 1775. 

The Committee of Safety, finding it inconsistent with the 
peace and good order of this Town that any further com- 
munication should be kept up between the Ship Scarbo- 
rough and the Town, therefore, 

Voted, That henceforward no Boats pass or repass from 
the said Ship or the Town of Newcastle, without a permit 
from this Committee, or the Selectmen or Committee of 
Newcastle. 

By order of the Committee : 

H. Wentworth, Chairman. 

We are credibly informed, that in consequence of the 
above vote, Captain Barclay, of the Scarborough, has 
stopped all our shipping outward and inward bound. 



at nine o'clock to-morrow, without fail, having occasion to 
lay some matters concerning His Majesty's service before 
them for their consideration and advice. Please to send 
me an answer as soon as may be. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

J. Wentworth. 
The Hon. Theodore Atkinson, Esq. 

THEODORE ATKINSON TO GOVERNOUR WENTWORTH. 
Portsmouth, August 17, 1775, half after four o'clock, P. M. 

Sir : I this instant received your Excellency's command 
of this day, but too late to summon the Council to attend 
your Excellency at Fort William and Mary, but shall 
endeavour to do it so as to attend on your Excellency on 
the morrow, as you order. 

I am your Excellency's most obedient humble servant, 

Theodore Atkinson, 



GOVF.RNOTJR WENTWORTH TO THEODORE ATKINSON. 
Fort William Henry, August 17, 1775. 

Sir: I desire that you would summon the Council to 
meet here this afternoon at four o'clock, if possible, if not, 



GOVERNOUR WENTWORTH TO THEODORE ATKINSON. 
Fort William and Mary, August 23, 1775. 

Sir : I find it necessary to go to sea for a few days, and 
must desire that in the mean time you will use your best 
endeavours to preserve peace and quietness as much as 
possible. I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

J. Wentworth. 
Honourable Theodore Atkinson, Esq. 

THEODORE ATKINSON TQ GOVERNOUR WENTWORTH. 

Portsmouth, August 29, 1775. 

Sir : I received your ^Excellency's favour of the 23d, 
and shall use every method to preserve the peace of town 
and land. I hope it will not be long ere your return. 

I have been importuned to write a few lines to the Com- 
mander of His Majesty's guard-ship at Nantasket, in favour 
of Mr. Hale appearing for the freighter of the Ship Eliza- 
beth. A copy you have enclosed. 

Your Excellency's most obliged and most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Theodore Atkinson. 

Portsmouth, August 29, 1775. 

Sir : Some time since the Ship Elizabeth arrived in the 
harbour from Granada, and was stopped by Captain Bar- 
clay, commander of His Majesty's Ship the Scarborough, 
for having, as he said, ordnance stores on board, and was 
from hence by him carried to Boston. The freight, to a 
considerable amount, she had on board, belonged to differ- 
ent merchants in this Town. The want of having certain 
necessary papers completed, prevented the owners of the 
freight, or their agent, from taking passage in one of those 
ships to Boston. They have thought it absolutely neces- 
sary to take this only method of sending Mr. Hale, the 
bearer of this, to Boston, to personale the owners' interest. 
I therefore think it reasonable that he be permitted to pass 
to Boston, and desire the boat and hands be suffered to 
return. 

With much respect, I am your obedient humble servant, 
Theodore Atkinson, President. 

To the Commander of His Majesty's Ship the Boyn, in 
Nantasket Road, Boston. 



CAPTAIN MACARTNET TO THE MAYOR OF NORFOLK, VIR- 
GINIA. 

His Majesty's Ship Mercury, Norfolk, August 12, 1775. 

Sir : I am just informed by his Excellency Lord Dun- 
more, that Mr. Andrew Sprowle has received a summons 
to attend a Committee in Norfollc, on Thursday next. The 
accusations alleged against him are of a most extraordinary 
nature. In the summons he is charged with having har- 
boured His Majesty's Troops in the stores at Gosport. I 
am not surprised that a summons grounded on such accusa- 
tions should be alarming to Mr. Sprowle, particularly after 
the cruel and oppressive treatment Mr. Schatv lately re- 
ceived from a mob in Norfolk. 

As I do most earnestly wish, and shall, upon all occa- 
sions, endeavour to promote the publick peace of this Pro- 
vince, I think it necessary to explain to you, as Chief 
Magistrate of the Town of Norfolk, the conduct I mean 
to pursue, in hope of preserving that peace and obedience 
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to the laws so ardently to be wished for by all loyal sub- 
jects and good citizens. I am sent hither to be the guardian 
of a British Colony; to protect His Majesty's Governour, 
and all the loyal subjects in the Province of Virginia. 
This is my duty, and shotdd wish it to be known that my 
duty and inclination go hand in hand. The same princi- 
ples which have induced me not to harbour the slaves of 
any individual in this Province, will operate with me to 
protect the property of all loyal subjects. As I have be- 
fore observed that I shall endeavour to promote the publick 
peace of this Province, it is hardly necessary to mention 
that I shall not remain an idle spectator, should any vio- 
lence be offered to the persons or property of any of His 
Majesty's subjects. 

I have reason to apprehend, that many gentlemen in 
this Province, from their connexions with Government, or 
their readiness to supply His Majesty's ships or servants 
with provisions, stores, Sjc, are held up as objecis inimical 
to the liberties of America, and unjustly censured for their 
loyal conduct. Men under these circumstances are more 
particularly entitled lo my protection. I have not the least 
doubt, from your desire and readiness upon a former occa- 
sion to preserve harmony in the Town of Norfolk, but you 
will heartily concur with me in my endeavours to suppress 
all parly jealousies and animosities, so highly injurious to 
the welfare of a country. More effectually to perform my 
part, I shall, the first opportunity, place His Majesty's Ship 
under my command, abreast of the Town ; and 1 must 
assure you, that notwithstanding I shall feel the utmost 
pain and reluctance in being compelled lo use violent mea- 
sures to preserve the persons and properties of His Majes- 
ty's subjects, yet I most assuredly shall, if it becomes 
necessary, use the most coercive measures in my power 
to suppress all unlawful combinations and persecutions 
within the Province of Virginia. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

John Macartney. 
To Paul Loyal, Esq., Mayor of the Town of Norfolk, Va. 

PAUL LOYAL TO CAPTAIN MACARTNEY. 

Norfolk, August 13, 1775. 

Sir: I just now received yours of yesterday's date, by 
Mr. Swan. The summons you mention I believe did not 
go from a Committee of this Borough. I will make the 
necessary inquiry, and will answer your letter to- morrow. 

In the interim, I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Paul Loyal. 
To John Macartney, Esq., Commander of His Majesty's 

Ship Mercury. 

Norfolk, AuguBt 14, 1775. 

Sir: Since writing you yesterday, I find, upon inquiry, 
that the summons referred to in your letter was sent from 
a number of gentlemen who are freeholders, and compose 
the Committee of the County of Norfolk, and are there- 
fore entirely without the jurisdiction of the Magistrates of 
this Corporation. I can only promise, that as the place of 
meeting for the purpose of considering Mr. Sproicle's con- 
duct is said to be within the limits of this Borough, I will 
take proper care that he shall not be molested or injured in 
his person by any riot or mob, if he think fit to attend on 
the Committee. With respect to the treatment that Mr. 
Schaw received, I was a stranger to it till the disturbance 
was over; but can assure you, as soon as he put himself 
under the protection of a Magistrate, he was secured from 
danger. 

The conduct which you are pleased to explain to me, 
as Chief Magistrate of this Borough, as your intention to 
pursue in preserving peace and obedience to the laws, in 
the station assigned you by His Majesty, must be com- 
mended by every good man. By that care in your de- 
partment, particularly in discouraging the elopement of 
slaves, which of late it is notorious has frequently happen- 
ed, from the countenance shown them by some enemies to 
this Colony, as well as to the British Constitution, much 
mischief and confusion may be prevented. Your sugges- 
tion, that gentlemen are in danger, by supplying His 5la- 
jesty's Ships, &c, in this Colony with provisions, I cannot 
account for. I am very sure the Contractors for the Navy 
in this Town are under no apprehensions of danger, as they 



have been assured to the contrary in the most explicit 
manner. I hope suspicions of this nature, prejudicial to 
the loyalty of a number of inhabitants, who are as much 
attached to the just prerogative of their Sovereign as any 
subjects in the Empire, may not be hastily taken up and 
adopted without full and satisfactory proof. 

I am much obliged by your favourable opinion of my 
readiness to concur in the suppression of all animosities. 
It has hitherto been, and I trust ever will be, the tenour of 
my conduct. I have always found the authority of the 
Magistracy sufficiently competent for the maintenance of 
Government and good order ; and while I thank you for 
your cheerful offers of assistance for that purpose, yet I 
presume your intention is only to act within the line of 
your department. I confess I feel myself somewhat 
astonished at the last paragraph of your letter, which 
seems to ine to imply a threatening that would eventually 
prove destructive to the persons and properties of His Ma- 
jesty's subjects. A personal insult offered to an individual, 
by the ill-guided zeal of a number of thoughtless youth, 
can never justify a hint of this nature. At any rate, it is 
to be presumed, that gentlemen in military departments 
will not intermeddle in that capacity, unless particularly 
required by the civil authority, as I am determined, when- 
ever I find any unlawful combinations or persecutions to 
prevail within the sphere of my jurisdiction, to take every 
legal method to suppress them. I have nothing further to 
add, but the strongest assurances of the earnest desire of 
the inhabitants of this Borough to live in the most perfect 
harmony with the gentlemen of the Navy, and hope that 
no little incident may interrupt it. 

Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Paul Loyal. 
To John Macartney, Esq., Commander of His Majesty's 

Ship Mercury. 

captain macartney to PAUL loyal. 

His Majesty's Ship Mercury, Norfolk, Aiiguet 15, 1*75. 

Sir : I was favoured with your letter of yesterday's date, 
and it gives me much real satisfaction to find that the in- 
habitants of Norfolk are so earnestly desirous of living in 
harmony with his Majesty's servants. You are pleased to 
assure me that no violence or insult shall be offered to the 
person of Mr. Sprowle; and upon the faith of your letter 
1 have requested him to attend the Committee to-morrow. 
For some days past I have been much indisposed, but if I 
find myself well enough to-morrow, I mean to accompany 
Mr. Sprowle to the Committee, and will call upon you 
about eleven o'clock to-morrow morning. I must beg that 
you will go along with us. 

You, I am sure, will agree with me that the summons 
sent Mr. Sprowle (a copy of which I have enclosed you) 
must be truly alarming to all good citizens. When any 
set of gentlemen assume to themselves the power of arraign- 
ing an individual for furnishing barracks for His Majesty's 
Troops, and pretend to censure a conduct which I must 
think highly laudable, it gives me but too much reason to 
apprehend that the authority of the civil magistracy is not 
competent for the support of Government and good order. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

John Macartney. 
To Paul Loyal, Esq., Mayor of the Town of Norfolk, Va. 



PAUL LOYAL TO CAPTAIN MACARTNEY. 

Norfolk, August SG, 1775. 
Sir : When I had the pleasure of seeing you last, you 
mentioned having some letters that had passed between 
you and me published, which I gave you to understand 
might be done ; since which, as those letters concerned the 
publick, I have thought proper to lay them before the Com- 
mon Hall of this Borough. The Hall has made some 
Resolves on them, a copy of which I am directed to en- 
close you. My reason for not publishing the letters in this 
week's paper, is, that as they are of a threatening nature, 
they might perhaps give the people of this Colony great 
uneasiness, to prevent which I think there cannot be too 
much precaution used. As I am willing to believe your 
intentions are only to act within your own sphere, arid not 
to intermeddle with the internal policy of this Corporation, 
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if you still think proper to have the letters published, and 
will, enclose thejii tame, I shall take particular care to have 
them put into the next Gazette. 

My family join in best compliments, hoping you have 
recovered your health. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Paul Loyal. 

To John Macartney, Esq., Commander of His Majesty's 
Ship Mercury. 

Resolves of the Common-Hall above referred to. 
Norfolk Borough, Sc: 

At a Common-Hall summoned and held August 21, 
1775, sundry Letters from John Macartney, Esq., Com- 
mander of His Majesty's Ship Mercury, to Paul Loyal, 
Esquire, Mayor, were laid before the Hall ; and the Hall 
taking the same into their serious consideration, and being 
greatly surprised at the contents thereof, it was thereupon 

Resolved, That the letters from Captain Macartney to 
the Worshipful the Mayor, were evidently intended to 
alarm and intimidate the inhabitants of this Borough, were 
disrespectful to the Chief Magistrate of this Corporation, 
are ati officious intermeddling in the civil Government of 
the Town, and contain an implied threatening which the 
Hall conceive to be unjustifiable, premature, and indecent : 
unjustifiable, inasmuch as no reason can be deduced from 
fact, or any authority be derived from law, to empower 
Captain Macartney, unsolicited by the Magistracy, to in- 
terfere in matters within their jurisdiction alone, and much 
less to bold up to them the idea of violence and compulsion, 
in a transaction so entirely without the line of his depart- 
ment ; premature, as his conduct in this instance originates 
from ill-grounded suppositions and mistaken apprehensions, 
and without any sanction from facts to support them ; in- 
decent, because it impliedly charges the Magistracy with a 
wilful remissness in the exercise of the powers legally vested 
in them ; because the menace is as particularly pointed 
against them, as if they were the abetters of riot and per- 
secution ; because it operates towards the destruction of 
the persons and properties' of a number of His Majesty's 
subjects, chiefly on account of some accidental insults, 
alleged to have been offered by a few incautious youth to 
an individual ; because so little regard is shown to the un- 
derstandings and feelings of people, as, at the same moment 
in which this haughty declaration, so big with ruin, is de- 
nounced, it is pretended that the execution of it is to pre- 
serve the persons and properties of His Majesty's subjects, 
as if the utter destruction of their lives and estates could 
ever be deemed a preservation of their persons and pro- 
perties. 

Resolved, That the military power, agreeable to the 
British Constitution, is and ought to be under the control 
of the civil ; and notwithstanding the utterly defenceless 
state of the Town, the body Corporate of this Borough 
will never tamely submit to the invasion of their privileges 
by the dangerous and untimely interposition of military 
force. 

Resolved, That this Corporation will continue steadfastly 
to adhere to those substantial principles of good Govern- 
ment which ought to actuate the minds of all His Majesty's 
faithful subjects ; and that they embrace this opportunity 
to make this publick and solemn declaration, that notwith- 
standing their exposed and defenceless situation, which 
cannot be remedied, unbiased by fear, unappalled at the 
threats of unlawful power, they will never desert the right- 
eous cause of their Country, plunged as it is into dreadful 
and unexpected calamities. 

Ordered, That a copy of these Resolutions be by the 
Mayor transmitted to John Macartney, Esq., Commander 
of his Majesty's Ship Mercury. 

John Boush, T. C. 

CAPTAIN MACARTNEY TO PAUL LOYAL. 

His Majesty's Ship Mercury, at Norfolk, August 28, 1775. 

Sir : I am much obliged for your polite favour, which 
enclosed some strictures by the Corporation of Norfolk 
upon my first letter to you. I must beg you will be pleased 
to publish the letters which have passed between us in the 
Virginia Newspapers, that a candid publick may judge of 
the motives which actuate my conduct. 



When T first wrote to you, it was not my intention to 
draw on a political discussion with the inhabitants of Nor- 
folk, or to ascertain in particular cases the limits of the civil 
or military jurisdictions. I was desirous that His Majesty's 
subjects should know I ardently wished the peace of this 
Province, to promote which I shall strictly adhere to the 
tenour of my first letter. 

I beg my respectful compliments to all your family, and 
have the honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, John Macartney. 
To Paul Loyal, Esq., Mayor of the Town of Norfolk, 

Virginia. 



To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of New- 
York: The Memorial of sundry persons within the 
City of New- York, sheweth : 

That a difference of opinion hath arisen in this City with 
respect to the propriety of shipping flaxseed to Ireland from 
this Colony; some urging that it was not the intent of the 
Continental Congress that any should be shipped, and others 
insisting that the contrary appears, not only from the Reso- 
lutions of the Continental Congress, but from the declara- 
tion of several of the Delegates upon that subject. The 
memorialists are apprehensive that should flaxseed be 
shipped while this difference of sentiment prevails, it might 
create some uneasiness in this City; and being informed 
that some of the Continental Delegates have signified to 
this Congress that the sense of the late Continental Con- 
gress, respecting this matter, was, that we were left at 
liberty to ship flaxseed, the memorialists beg that the Con- 
gress will, by some act or publication of theirs, declare 
whether the people of thisjColony are, or are not at liberty 
to ship flaxseed as aforesaid^and also to satisfy the publick 
of the sense of the Continental Congress on that subject, 
if such their sense has been communicated to this Con- 
gress as before suggested. 

Thomas Galbreath, John Franklin, 
Daniel Ph<enix, Murray, Sansom &t Co., 

William Nielson, Comport Sands, 
Peter Clopper, Joshua T. De St. Croix, 

Mott Z. Bonne, Jacob Watson, 

Fred. Rhinelander, Edward & Wm, Laight, 
Thomas Pearsall, Templeton &t Stewart. 
New-York, August 12, 1775. 



FRANCIS STEPHENS TO GENERAL GAGE. 

Office of Ordnance, New- York, August 12, 1775. 

Sir: Since my letter to your Excellency of the 31st 
July, 1 have been honoured with yours of the 18th pre- 
ceding, which has given me much uneasiness, as it seems 
to imply a remissness on my part in not getting more 
of the stores removed from hence agreeable to your Ex- 
cellency's wishes. I must beg leave to observe, that I 
always used my utmost endeavours to comply with the 
orders I received, as far as circumstances would admit, but 
the multiplicity of bulky articles shipped on board the 
vessels, such as battering planks, boards, joists, bricks, 
straw, and many other particulars belonging to different 
departments, (the want of which was strongly urged to 
me,) took up so much room as to render it entirely out of 
my power to forward a further quantity of ordnance stores. 
Had the shipping ordered for that service been in a proper 
condition to have received their full load, T am well per- 
suaded there would not, in that case, have any thin"- re- 
mained ; but as some of them, particularly the ship Henry, 
had all her water, provisions, &c, on board, which the 
master refused to disembark, I was by that means prevented 
from sending many more articles which I should have other- 
wise certainly done. 

If your Excellency will be pleased to order the several 
bills of lading to be laid before you, or an account of the 
many articles which were shipped from hence on board the 
different vessels, exclusive of the ordnance stores, you will 
judge of the vast deal of room they must have necessarily 
taken up on board these vessels, and which of course pre- 
vented my forwarding those stores that have since so very 
unfortunately fallen into the hands of the rebels. 

The brig Countess of Darlington arrived in the sound, a 
few miles above Turtle Bay, on the twenty -fifth of April, 
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and had I been permitted to have loaded her, should no 
doubt have sent to Boston every species of stores I stood 
charged with, (the largest sizes of shot and shells only 
excepted,) but the violent commotions which at that time 
prevailed amongst the people were such as to render it im- 
possible, and the vessel was obliged, for safety, immediately 
to depart, without my being able to put the least article on 
board her. 

With respect to the saltpetre, it was, at the time, depo- 
sited at Turtle Bay, where I conceived it to be equally 
secure with the rest of His Majesty's property, and that 
moving it might excite the jealousy of the people, who 
assiduously watched that no supplies should be sent to 
Boston. At this period 1 had no idea of powder-mills 
being erected, or that they would ever have the audacity 
to rob and plunder the store-houses in the manner they 
have since done ; their declared intention at the time being 
to prevent all supplies going to Boston that might enable 
your Excellency to act with greater effect against their 
brethren and fellow-subjects in New-England. 

I entreat your Excellency, therefore, to believe me when 
I assure you, that every thing was done which lay in my 
power, towards expediting and otherwise forwarding the 
good of His Majesty's service. 

I am, with the greatest respect, Sir, your Excellency's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

Francis Stephens. 

To His Excellency the Honourable General Gage. 



PETER T. CURTENIUS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, August 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Enclosed is amount of the goods I have 
bought by virtue of your orders, on Continental and Pro- 
vincial account. Some of the tradesmen's bills are not 
yet come in, and therefore it was impossible, on so short a 
notice, to give you the exact amount. I have a clerk con- 
stantly busy in posting the books, and am in hopes, in eight 
or ten days, to have them finished, when I shall be able to 
give you an exact account of the whole. 

If I can get muskets and the whole quantity of blankets, 
besides about one thousand oars and some other articles 
which are not yet purchased, I shall want at least twenty- 
five thousand Pounds to make good my engagements. 

As to give you a particular account what the clothing, 
&c, will amount to, it is impossible at this time to give 
you an account of. I have made a rough sketch at bottom 
for y out "government. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

P. T. Cuktenius. 

Twenty-eight hundred and fifty-two coats, at about thirty 
shillings, £4,278; Fifteen hundred vests, breeches, shirts, 
shoes, stockings, hats, &,c, about fifty shillings per man, 
£3,750— £8,028 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO G0VERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, August 12, 1775. 

Sip : Mr. Fitch, agreeable to your Honour's request, 
has had all the gun barrels here delivered to him. I did 
not think proper to have any appraisement made of them, 
as I consider them as belonging to the Associated Colonies, 
and if repaired, at the disposal of Congress, they paying 
the particular Colony which may have been at the expense 
of the •repairs;' and as arms are much wanted in this Co- 
lony, I have given directions for some of them to be left 
at Albany, anSToSners sent to New-York, where they may 
be immediately made fit for present use. 

I am your Honour's most obedient and humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
Honourable Jonathan Trumbull. 

P. S, No tents, for Colonel Hinman's Regiment are yet 
arrived. 

COVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, August 12, 1775. 
Sir: Since my letter of yesterday, desiring an allow- 
ance to retain at Hartford such quantity of powder as you 
Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 



shall judge expedient out of the next that comes, I have 
received a letter from the Honourable Henry Middleton 
and Edward Rutledge, dated Hartford, August 11, 1775, 
informing that a company of riflemen, with eight wagon 
loads of powder, have come into that town, and the article 
of which they have the charge would be absolutely neces- 
sary at New-York, in case an attack should be made upon 
that Colony; suggesting the propriety of sending off an 
express to you, informing of their situation, and to obtain 
an order to stay the riflemen and detain the powder there, 
as most likely to be conducive to the publick safety. All 
circumstances considered, I have directed two wagons of 
powder to be detained till your Excellency's orders are 
received — the riflemen to proceed with the other six. You 
will soon have the pleasure _to see those two gentlemen at 
camp. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, _ j 0NA ^ Trumbull, 
His Excellency General Washington. 

Providence, Rhode-Island, August 12, 1775. 
A gentleman from GoTdshorough, at the eastward, in- 
forms, that about the middle of July, two armed vessels, 
one of eight, the other of four carriage guns, were sent 
by Admiral Graves on a piratical cruise to the eastern 
parts of the Massachusetts, and venturing too far up Ma- 
chias River, the inhabitants of that_place attacked them 
in a sloop they had fitted for that purpose, and took them 
both, without losing a roan... The Machias people have 
now three armed vessels, which they took from the enemy; 
the largest of them is supposed to be wortjn£^00^terlmg. 
About the same time, five sloops, that had been sent by 
General Gage for wood, were taken by the inhabitants of 
Majabigwaduce, a small new settlement, not far from 
Fort Pownall; and as there was some reason to fear that 
the fort, which stood at the head of Penobscot Bay, might 
be taken by the King's Troops, and made use of against 
the country, the people in that neighbourhood dismantled 
it, and burnt the block-house and 'alljhe^wpoden jvork to 
the ground. The prisoners taken at Machias, and at Ma- 
jabigwaduce, about forty in number, were ,on their way 
to Cambridge when the gentleman who brings this account 
came away. Among them is Captain Ichabod Jones, an 
infamous tory, who went down in the first armed vessel 
that was some time ago taken at Machias. 



LOAMMI BALDWIN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Chelsea, August 13, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: I herewith send 
two men who deserted from the Lively, man-of-war, this 
morning, about three o'clock, and were taken up by our 
guard at Chelsea Beach, and conducted to me by a file of 
men. 

We have had a small brush with the enemy to-day, 
which began about twelve o'clock, and ended about quarter 
of one, occasioned by two barges and two sail-boats going 
up to the floating battery, that lay near a neck of land at 
Charleslown, and bearing rather too near Maiding Point; 
suppose Captain Lindsey's Company suspected they had 
some evil design, or a mind to revenge past injuries, gave 
them a pretty smart fire, which made them return down 
the river, and with their swivel-guns and small-arms began 
a fire at our Chelsea soldiers, who returned the fire briskly. 
Having been alarmed by the first firing at Maiding, one of 
the sail-boats came round near to the old wreck upon Win- 
nisimit, where we gave them the best we had, and they 
soon made off down among the shipping, and the firing 
ceased. We suffered no damage by them; there was a 
great number of balls struck one of the boats, and believe 
wounded, if not killed, some of the men. Some of our 
men declare that they saw a number drop, as if they were 
shot dead, when a volley was fired from our men; its cer- 
tain they never appeared much in sight again. Nothing 
extraordinary Jias appeared since. I send the observation 
as usual. . ..--.-.;■.. .=.- 

I am, with much esteem, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient humble servant, 

Loammi Baldwin, Lieut. Col. 
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AUTHENTICK AND PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THE ENGAGE- 
MENT AT CAPE ANNE. 

Gloucester, August 13, 1775. 

On the ninth instant, the Falcon, sloop-of-war, Captain 
Lindsey, hove in sight, and seemed to be in quest of two 
schooners from the West-Indies, bound to Salem, one of 
which he soon brought to; the other, taking the advantage 
of a fair wind, put into our harbour, but Lindsey, having 
made a prize of the first, pursued the second into the har- 
bour, and brought the first with him. He anchored, and 
sent two barges, with fifteen men in each, armed with mus- 
kets and swivels ; these were attended with a whale-boat, 
in which were the Lieutenant and six privates; their orders 
were to sejze the loaded schooner, and bring her under the 
Falcon's bow. The militia, and other inhabitants, were 
alarmed at this daring attempt, and prepared for a vigorous 
opposition. The barge men, under the command of the 
Lieutenant, boarded the schooner at the cabin windows, 
which provoked a smart fire from our people on the shore, 
by which three of the enemy were killed, and the Lieu- 
tenant wounded in the thigh, who thereupon returned to 
the man-of-yv'ar._ Upon this Lindsey sent the other schoo- 
fffr |tjn cT _a_ _sm aj] [cutter Tie Jiad, to attend him well armed, 
with ._ordersjo finTupon the damn'd rebels wherever they 
could see them, and that he would in the mean time can- 
nonade the town ; he immediately fired a broadside upon 
the thickest settlements, and stood himself, with diaboli- 
cal pleasure, to see what havock his cannon might make. 
" Now," said he, " my boys, we will aim at the damn'd 
Presbyterian Church. Well, my brave fellows, one shot 
nroTe, and the house of God will fall before you." While 
he was thus venting his hellish rage, and setting himself, 
as it were", against Heaven, the Almighty was on our side ; 
not a ball struck or wounded an individual person, although 
they went through our houses in almost every direction, 
when filled with women and children. Under God, our 
little party at the water side performed wonders; for they 
soOTTnjtcfe th emselye s masters of both the schooners, the 
cqtfiFjITTe" two barges7the boat, and every man irrthem, 
andall that pertained to them. Tn the action, which lasted 
several hours, we lost but one man, two others wounded, 
oneT)f whom is since dead, the other very slightly wound- 
ed. We took of the men-of-war's men thirty-five; several 
were wounded, and one since dead ; twenty-four were sent 
to Head-Quarters; the remainder being impressed from 
this and the neighbouring towns, were permitted to return 
to their friends. Next day Captain Lindsey warped off 
with but half his men, never a prize boat nor tender, ex- 
cept a small skiff the wounded Lieutenant returned in. 

To Mr. Isaiah Thomas, Worcester. 



near Boston, on the 19th of April and 20th of May last, 
together with the hostile operations and treacherous designs 
now carrying on by the tools of Ministerial vengeance and 
despotism, for the subjugating all British America, suggest 
to us the painful necessity of having recourse to arms, for 
the preservation of those rights and liberties which the 
principles of our Constitution and the laws of God, nature, 
and Nations, have made it our duty to defend. We, there- 
fore, the subscribers, freeholders and inhabitants of Tryon 
County, do hereby faithfully unite ourselves under the 
most sacred ties of religion, honour, and love to our Coun- 
try, firmly to resist force by force, in defence of our natural 
freedom and constitutional rights, against all invasions ; and 
at the same time do solemnly engage to take up arms, arid 
risk our lives and fortunes, in maintaining the freedom of 
our Country, whenever the wisdom and counsel of the 
Continental Congress, or our Provincial Convention, shall 
declare it necessary; an? this engagement we will continue 
in and hold sacred, till a reconciliation shall take place be- 
tween Great Britain ancT America on constit utional prin- 
ciples, which we most ardently desire ; and we do firmly 
agree to hold all such persons Inimical to the liberties of 
America who shall refuse to subscribe to thjs_Association. 



TRYON COUNTY (nORTH-CAROLINa) ASSOCIATION. 
. .;..vi.V:.. i '' AS ;,' ; - , August 14, 1775. 

The unprecedented, barbarous, and bloody actions com- 
mitted by tlie British Troops on our American brethren, 



Signed by: 

John Walker, 
Charles McLean, 
Andrew Neel, 
Thomas Beatty, 
James Coburn, 



Jncob Forny, 
Davis Whiteside, 
John Beeman, 
John Morris, 
Joseph Harden, 



Frederick Hambright, John Robinson, 
Andrew Hampton, Valentine Manny, 

Benjamin Hardin, George Blacke, 

George Pearis, James Logan, 

William Graham, James Bliird, 



William Whiteside, 
John Dellinger, 
George Dellinger, 
Snmuol Karbender, 
Jacob Mooney, Jr., 
John Wells, 
Jacob Castncr, 
Robert Hulclip, 
J:imes Buckhanan, 
Moses Moore, 



Robert Keandey, Christian CaTpintcr, Joseph Kuykendall, 

David Jenkins, Abp! Beatty, Adam Sims, 

Thomas Espey, Joab Turner, Richard Waffer, 

Perygron Mackness, Jonathan Price, Samuel Smith, , 

James McAfee, James Miller, Joseph Neel, 

William Thomason, Peter Sedes, Samuel Lofton. 



NEWBERN (nORTH-CAROLINa) COMMITTEE. 

Committco Chamber, Newborn, August 14, 1775. 

Whereas, all those who have not subscribed the Arti- 
cles of Association, have sufficiently testified to the pub- 
lick that they are enemies to the liberties of America; and 
as the principles of self-preservation niakejt. absolutely 
necessary that they should be deprived of their Arms, 
therefore, it is 

Ordered, That the Captains of the several Companies 
in this County and Town require of all such suspected per- 
sons as well their Fire-A.rnis, as Swords, Cutlasses, &c. 
Sic, and all Gunpowder, Lead, and other Military Stores ; 
and that the said several Captains be empowered to give 
receipts for all such Guns, 84c. Sic, and deliver... them out 
to such persons of his or their Company, not having Arms, 
&c. &c, as may be willing to serve in the American cause. 
By order: R Cogdell, Chairman. 



MARYLAND CONVENTION. 

At a meeting of the Delegates appointed by the several 
Counties of the Province of Maryland, held at Annapo- 
lis, on WecCnesdiay, tne 26th day of July, 1775 ; were pre- 
sent: 

For St .Mary's County: John Reeder, Jun., Richard 
Barnes, Jeremiah Jordan, 

Charles* County: Wm. Smallwood, Robert T. Hooe, 
John H. Stone, Daniel Jenifer, William Harrison, 
Samuel Hanson, Jun. 

Calvert County : Edward Gantt, Samuel Chew, Ed- 
ward Reynolds, Benjamin Mackall, 4th. 

Prince George's County : Osborn Sprigg, Benjamin 
Hall, Thumai Gantt, Junior, George Lee, Thomas 
Contee, Robert Tyler, Colonel Joshua Beall, John 
Contee, William Bowie, 

Anne Arunbel,County : Samuel Chase, Thomas John- 
son, John Hall, Dr. Ephraim Howard, Charles Car- 
roll, Barrister, Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, Thomas 
Horsey, Thomas TWard, John Dorsey. 

Baltimore County: Charles Ridgely, Son of John, 



Benjamin Nicholson, William Buchanan, Jeremiah T. 

Chase, John Cradock. 
Frederick County: Henry Griffith, Charles Beatty, 

Baker Johnson, Richard Brooke, Jacob Funk, John 

Hanson, Jr., Col. Samuel Beall, Wm. Deakins, Jr. 
Harford County : Richard Dallam, Samuel Durham, 
Cecil County: John Veazey, Jun., Joseph Gilpin, John 

D. Thompson, John Cox, Peter Laivson,._ 
Kent County : William Ringgold, CoL Richard Lloyd, 

Thomas Smyth, Joseph Earle, Thomas: B. Hands, 
Queen Anne's County: Turbutt Wright, James Tilgh- 

man, Thomas Wright, Dr. John Wallace, 
Talbot County : Matthew Tilghman, James Lloyd 

Chamberlaine, Nicholas Thomas, Col. Edward Lloyd, 

William Hindman, Richard Tilghman, James Benson. 
Dorchester County: Robert Goldsbomugh, James 

Murray. 
Caroline County : Nathaniel Potter, Joshua Clarke, 

Peter Adams, Richard Mason. 
Somerset County: William Waters, Josiah Polk, 

George Dashiell, John Steward. 
Worcester County : Samuel Adams. 
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The Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esq., was chosen 
Chairman, and Gabriel Duvall appointed Clerk. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday, July 27, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Thomas Bond and Samuel Ashmcad appeared for Har- 
ford County. 

Colonel Henry Hooper, Captain Thomas Ennals, and 
Robert Harrison, for Dorchester County. 

William Paca and Rezin Hammond, for Anne Arun- 
del County. 

Thomas Ringgold, for Kent County. 

James Hollyday and John Brown, for Queen Anne's 
County. 

Walter Bowie, Dr. Richard Brooke, and David Crau- 
ford, for Prince George's County. 

Thomas Harrison, for Baltimore County. 

Thomas Stone and John Dent, for Charles County. 

Dr. Thomas Sprigg Wootton and Thomas Cramphin, 
Jun., for Frederick County. 

Francis Baker, for Talbot County. 

Resolved, That the Rules observed at the last Conven- 
tion, be observed by the present Convention. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to consider of the ways and means to put this Province into 
the best state_of defence, and report their opinion to this 
Convention, and that the same consist of nine gentlemen. 

Resolved, That the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, 
Thomas Johnson, Samuel Chase, Robert Goldsborough, 
William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll, Barrister, 
Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, and James Hollyday, Es- 
quires, be a Committee for tbe„ above purpose. 

The Convention adjourns! till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Friday, July 28, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Benedict Edward Hall, John Beall Howard, Francis 
Holland, and Benjamin Rumsey, appeared for Harford 
County. 

Dr. William Molleston and Benson Stainton, for Caro- 
line County. 

Nathaniel Ramsay and William Rumsey, for Cecil 
County. 

Joszas Beall, for Prince George's County. 

Alexander SomerviJle, for Calvert County. 

Brice Thomas Beale Worthington, for Anne Arundel 
County. 

The Petition of Patrick Graham, of Charles County, 
Tailor, praying a "remission of the sentence of the Com- 
mittee of Charles County, and that he might be restored 
to the privileges of a citizen," being read and considered: 
It is. thereupon, 

Resolved, That the said Patrick Graham be allowed 
to exercise his former trade of a Tailor, and that he also 
be permitted to buy provisions and other necessaries for 
the use of bis family; and that the said Patrick Graham 
be allowed and permitted to collect and receive all just 
debts diieio Km, and that all persons be permitted to 
employ the said Patrick Graham as a Tailor, and to sell 
him provisions and other necessaries for his family; but 
that the said Patrick Graham be not allowed to carry on 
any trarTTck or merchandise, until it be otherwise resolved 
by this or some future Convention. (No. 1.) 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Saturday, July 29, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Darby Lux appeared for Baltimore County. 
Stephen West, for Prince George's County. 
Matthias Hammond, for Anne Arundel County. 
John Allen Thomas, for St. Mary's County. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
to inquire into the practicability of establishing a Manu- 
factory of Arms in this Province, and the expense and 
best mode to carry the same into execution ; and that 
Charles Beatty, Stephen West, Jeremiah Townley Chase, 



James Murray, William Buchanan, John Hanson, and 
William Deakins, be a Committee for that purpose. 

The Petitions of John Bailley and Alexander Ogg, 
were read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 
(No. 2 and 3.) 

The Convention adjourns till Monday morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Monday, July 31, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Richard Tilghman Earle appeared for Queen Anne's 
County. 

Ignatius Wheeler, Junior, and William Webb, for Har- 
ford County. 

Joseph Nicholson, Junior, for Kent County. 

James Maccomas, for Harford County. 

This Convention being informed that a Brig of Christo- 
pher Lowndes', of Prince George's County, lately cleared 
out from this Province for Barbadoes, was seized and car- 
ried into Boston by some officer or officers of His Majes- 
ty's Ships-of-War stationed there, and considering it as a 
matter of the last importance, that the_ truth of this fact 
be inquired into and known, do recommend it to the Gen- 
eral Committees of Observation for Prince George's 
County immediately to call before them all witnesses who 
may have any knowledge of the said transaction, and also 
to summon the said Christopher Lowndes to appear before 
the said Committee, bringing with him all papers relative 
to the said vessel, and in particular a letter said to have 
been wrote to him by Henry Lloyd, of Blostm, concern- 
ing the same vessel, and pass judgment whether any collu- 
sion has been committed or not; and jf the said Committee 
shall adjudge that there has been any collusion, that in such 
case the person or persons guilty thereof be sent with the 
judgment and evidence to this Conventlpn, or in their 
recess to the Council of Safety, hereafter to be appointed. 
(No. 3.) Signed by order of the Convention: 

Mat. Tilghman, Chairman. 

On motion, Resolved, That the value^of £5,900, com- 
mon money, be borrowed on the credit of this Convention, 
to be laid out in the purchase of forty-eight tons of Lead, 
one hundred Pounds value Jo Gun Flints, two tons of Can- 
non Powder, and the residue of the saicLsum m Musketry 
Powder, for the use of this Province, to be repaid out of 
the first Notes of Credit to be issued by this Convention. 

Resolved, That Robert Toumsend Hooe, Thomas Ring- 
gold, and James Lloyd Chamberlaine, be a Committee to 
lay out the said Money. '■"."• ;■;■ 

Resolved, That the lenders of the said Money, when 
the same shall be lent in Bills of Exchange, be paid by 
the Treasurer, to be appointed, out of the Notes of Credit 
to be issued, at such exchange, not less than at the rate of 
one hundred and fifty Pounds, in Dollars, at seven Shil- 
lings and six Pence each, for one hundred Pounds sterling, 
as shall be agreed on between the lenders respectively and 
the said Treasurer. 

And if they cannot agree on the exchange, that then 
the Treasurer shall, with the said Notes of Credit, purchase 
good London Bills of Exchange, payable at same sight as 
expressed in the receipts given to the respective lenders, 
and pay the same to the lenders ; and~ that the publick 
Treasurer endorse and be answerable, on behalf of the 
Province, for the payment of such Bills of Exchange. 

Resolved, That the Bills of Exchange borrowed for the 
purposes aforesaid, be drawn or endorsed payable to the 
said Robert Toumsend Hooe, Thomas Ringgold, and 
James Lloyd Chamberlaine, or some one of them, and 
that their or any of their receipts for the Money or Bills 
so lent, shall be a sufficient voucher for the Treasurer's 
payment of the Money advanced. 

Resolved, That the said Robert Townsend Hooe, 
Thomas Ringgold, and James Lloyd Chamberlaine, be 
indemnified for their endorsements of the said Bills of Ex- 
change, as well as any loss they may sustain by negotiating 
the said business with which they are entrusted, or any 
expense they may be at therein. _ "_' 

A Letter from the Virginia Convention, -with a Resolve 
of said Convention therein enclosed, was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. (No. 4.) 
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Ordered, That the said Letter and Resolve be taken 
into consideration early to-morrow morning. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

Tuesday, August 1, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

John Stevens appeared for Caroline County. 
John Moale, for Baltimore County. 
Thomas Sim Lee and John Rogers, for Prince George's 
County. 

SolomonJf 'right, for Queen Anne's County. 
William Hopper, for Caroline County. 
Peter Chaillie, for Worcester County. 

On motion, Resolved, That any person or persons who 
shall hereafter import into this Province any Arms or Am- 
munition, shall be at liberty to sell the same to the inhabi- 
tants for any price they can agree for. 

Ordered, That the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Thomas 
Johnson, Junior, Samuel Chase, William Paca, Robert 
Goldsborough, John Hall, and Thomas Stone, Esquires, 
be a Committee^ to prepare a Letter to the Convention of 
Virginia, assigning the reasons why this Convention will 
not accede to their Resolution. 

The Committee prepared the following Letter, to wit : 

- - r- ;■ In Provincial Convention, Annapolis, ) 

August 1, 1775. I 

Gentlemen: The resolution of your Convention, that 
no Flour, Wheat, or other Grain, or Provisions of any 
kind, should be exported from your Colony to any part of 
the world, after the fifth day of August, came to hand by 
your express yesterday afternoon. The Delegates from 
this Province have communicated to this Convention, that 
the utility'and propriety of stopping exports had been fully 
considered by the Congress, and that they had not thought 
proper to stop the exports before the tenth day of Septem- 
ber. We have received information that the Congress 
intends to adjourn the beginning of this week, so that 
this subject; cannot again be brought before them. This 
Convention., on mature consideration, do not see that the 
advantages: to the common xaase, by an immediate stop- 
page* of the export of provisions, could equal the incon- 
veniences Jind distresses of individuals which would cer- 
tainly be occasioned^ thereby, nor that any distress could be 
brought on the common enemy by our coming into your 
resolution, without the accession of the Colonies of Penn- 
sylvania grid New-York, which cannot be brought about 
sooner than the tenth of September, as the Convention of 
New- York will probably rise about the same time as the 
Congress; and the^Assembly of Pennsylvania hath already 
adjourned. For these reasons we have unanimously re- 
solved not to prohibit exports before that day. 

We are, with great respect, your most obedient servants, 
By order of the Convention : 

Matthew Tilghman, Chairman. 
To the Honourable Convention of Virginia. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Wednesday, August. 2, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

John Waters appeared for Somerset County. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee of seven mem- 
bers of this Convention be appointed to consider of a pro- 
per mode to be adopted to prevent the inhabitants of this 
Province being harassed with suits at law, and for laying 
such resjriQflon on the proceedings of the Courts of Law 
as may be necessary and expedient in the present circum- 
stances of. this Province ; and that John Hall, John 
Rogers, James Tilghman, Thomas Bedingjield Hands, 
Nicholas Thomas, Joseph Earle, and Jeremiah Townley 
Chase, be a Committee for the above purpose. 

William Hopper appeared for Caroline County. 

The Petition of Archibald Campbell and WiUiam Lil- 
bum was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. (No. 5.) 

Walter Tilley, Junior, and James Gittings appeared for 
Baltimore County^ 

Convention Sojourns till to morrow morning, eleven 
o'clock. 



Thursday, August 3, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

ZadockPurnell and William Morris appeared for Wor- 
cester County. 

Upon reading the Petition of Archibald Campbell and 
William Lilburn, and considering the Resolution of the 
Committee of Saint Mary's County : 

Resolved, That the said Archibald Campbell and Wil- 
liam Lilburn have not yet been guilty of a breach of the 
Resolve of the late Convention, and therefore that no 
further proceedings be had against them. 

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. James Christie, Jun., 
of Baltimore Town, attend this Convention on Saturday 
next, to answer a complaint exhibited against him before 
the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County, and 
referred by the Continental Congress to this Convention 
for their determination. (No. 6.) 

Colonel Richard Lloyd and Doctor Richard Brook* 
have leave of absence. 

On motion, Resolved, That an alteration be made in 
the Resolve of the December Convention, relative to the 
killing of Lamb. 

Resolved, That the Resolution of this Province, " that 
no person ought to kill Lamb, dropt before the first day of 
May yearly, or other Sheep, after the first day of January 
then next, under four years of age," be repealed so far as 
relates to killing of Lamb ; but it is earnestly recommend- 
ed that the Continental Resolve respecting the killing of 
Sheep be most strictly observed. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Fiiday, Augtitt i, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Jacob Funk, has leave of absence. 

Robert Alexander and Charles Ridgely, son of William, 
appeared for Baltimore County. 

Philip Richard Fendall, Tor Charles County. 

William Richardson and Henry Dickinson, for Caroline 
County. 

Upton Sheredine, for Frederick County. 

A copy of the Proceedings of a meeting of the Com- 
mittee of Caroline County, dated August 2d, 1775, were 
read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. (No. 7.) 

Mr. Gittings and Mr. Tarbutt Wright have leave of 
absence. 

It being represented to this Convention that Mr. Wil- 
liam Neale is prosecuting a scheme for importing about two 
hundred barrels of Powder, and that he is willing to dis- 
pose of the same to the publick on its arrival, at the rate of 
sixteen Pounds, common money, per hundred : 

Resolved, That on the delivery of two hundred barrels 
of Gunpowder, or any less quantity, by the said William 
Neale, he be paid therefor at the said rate, out of the Bills 
of Credit to be issued by this Convention; andTurther, 
that if the said William Neale will import and deliver 
good and substantial Muskets, Bayonets and Accoutre- 
ments, for arming any number, not exceeding five hundred 
Soldiers, then on the delivery of them, be shall be paid a 
generous price therefor, out of the said Bills oT Credit. 

Resolved, That this Convention will replace any Arms, 
Powder, or Lead, that may be delivered to the order of 
Messrs. Samuel Purviancc, Jun., William Smith and David 
Stewart, or any two of them, by the people of Bermuda, 
or will pay the just and full value thereof at farthest, as 
soon as America shall be in a settled state. 

Resolved, That if any persons will lend and advance to 
the publick any sums of Money, not exceeding in the whole 
four thousand Pounds, common money, and pay the same 
into the hands of Messrs. Purviance, Smith and Stewart, 
to be by them laid out in the purchase and importation of 
Gunpowder and good substantial Muskets, Bayonets and 
Accoutrements for soldiers, for the use of '„ this^Pjj'Ovince, 
the lenders shall be repaid their Money out of the Bills of 
Credit to be issued ; or if Bills of Exchange shall be lent, 
then the same shall be repaid in the same manner ._as the 
other loans of Bills of Exchange to this Convention. 

The Petition of Richard Henderson of llladtnshurgh, 
was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the table. 
(No, 8.) 
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Turbutt Wright and Walter Tolley have leave of ab- 
sence. 

On reading and considering the Petition of Richard 
Henderson, of Bladensburgh, setting forth his apprehen- 
sions that some people of the neighbourhood of that place, 
if not advised to the contrary by this Convention, may do 
violence to his person or property on account of his be- 
coming security for the appearance of George Munro, 
who hath absconded, it is resolved to be the sense of this 
Convention, that all persons refrain from all manner of 
violence to the said Richard Henderson and his property, 
on the occasion before mentioned, and that the Committee 
of Observation for Prince George's County are hereby 
empowered to determine and certify to this Convention, 
whether the said Richard Henderson did collude with. or 
in any manner promote the said George Munro in his said 
escape, on which this Convention will take order therein. 

And this Convention strongly impressed with an idea of 
the confusion and disorder which must inevitably ensue, 
and the disunion which must necessarily follow from the 
people at large being collected and inflicting punishments 
before a cool and temperate investigation of the case 1 , and 
consequently the injury which may be thereby done tq the 
common, .cause of liberty, confide, that the virtue of the 
people, and their attachment to the liberties of America, 
will guard them against a commission of the excess appre- 
hended. 

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, eighto'clock. 



Saturday, August 5, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Jonas Beall, Mr. Walter Bowie, and Col. Samuel 
Beall, have leave of absence. 

Mr. Baker, Mr. Wootton, Mr, Thomas Ringgold, and 
Mr. Richard Brooke, have leave of absence till Monday 
next. 

The Memorial of James Christie, Jun., of Baltimore 
Town, was read the first tiine, and ordered to lie on the 
table. (No. 9.) 

Convention adjourns till Monday, twelve o'clock. 

Monday, August 7, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Gustavus Scott appeared for Somerset County. 

The Memorial of James Christie, Jun., of Baltimore 
Town, was read, (No. 9,) and upon reading the Letter of 
the said James Christie, therein referred to, dated the 22d 
of February, 1775, to Gabriel Christie, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel of the Sixtieth Regiment, in which the said Christie 
represented the inhabitants of that Town as concerned in 
measures, in his opinion, treasonable and rebellious, and 
that a number of soldiers would keep them very quiet, 
the same was considered by this Convention ; and there- 
upon it is, 

Resolved, That the said James Christie, by the said 
Letter, hath manifested a spirit and principle altogether in- 
imical to the rights and liberties of America ; that the said 
James Christie, by intimating the necessity of introducing 
a military force into this Province, has manifested an in- 
veterate enmity to the liberties of this Province in particu- 
lar, and of British America in general. 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said James Christie is, 
and ought to be considered as an enemy to America, and 
that no person trade, deal, or barter with him hereafter, 
unless for necessaries and provisions, or for the sale or pur- 
chase of any part of his real or personal estate, of which 
he may at this time be seized or possessed. 

Resolved, That no punishment be inflicted on the said 
James Christie, other than what is now directed by this 
Convention. 

Resolved, That the said James Christie deposite in the 
hands 0/ .this Convention, or into the hands of such per- 
son or persons as they shall appoint, the sum of Five 
Hundred Pounds sterling, to be expended occasionally 
towards his proportion of all charges and expenses in- 
curred, or to be incurred, for the defence of America 
during the present contest with Great Britain, the over- 
plus, if any, after a reconciliation shall happily be effected, 
to be returned to the said James Christie. 



Resolved, That the Five Hundred Pounds sterling is to 
be good in sterling or other money at par ; that the Reso- 
lutions of the Committee of Baltimore County are, by the 
determinations of this Convention superseded ; and that 
therefore the said James Christie may negotiate his bills 
of exchange, and that he may assign, or he or any person 
for him may collect the debts due to him in the same 
manner as other persons may Tiegotiate their bills of ex- 
change, or assign or collect their debts. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, August 8, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Five Hundred Pounds 
sterling to be deposited by James Christie, be paid into 
the hands of Mr. Thomas Harwood. 

Ordered, That the Resolutions respecting Mr. Christie 
be published in the next Gazette, and that the Clerk fur- 
nish the Printer with a copy thereof. 

Joseph Sim appeared for Prince George's County. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, August 9, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Thomas Cramphin and John Cradoclc have leave of 
absence. 

The Committee appointed to consider of the ways and 
means to put this Province into the _best state of defence, 
bring in their Report, which was. read the. first time, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Charles Beatty has leave of absence. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Thursday, August 10, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

William Currier and Charles Rumsey appeared for 
Cecil County. 
John Dent has leave of absence. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, six 
o'clock. 

Friday, August 11, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

On motion, Resolved, That the overplus of Money sub- 
scribed by this Convention, be laid out in the purchase of 
Arms by Messrs. Robert Townsend. Tlooe, Thomas Ring- 
gold, and James Lloyd Chamberlaim, 

Peter Chaille has leave of absence, 

A Letter from Messrs. William Lux and Matthew 
Ridley was read the first time, and ordered to lie on the 
table. (No. 10.) 

On reading and considering the Memorial of Messrs. 
Lux and Ridley, of Baltimore Town, Merchants, relative 
to the Brig Nancy, Captain Sims; 

Resolved, That the prayer of the said Memorial be 
granted, on proof of the allegations therein being made to 
the Committee of Observation for Baltimore Countv, who 
are hereby empowered to examine and take the said proof; 
and if the said vessel shall not be reladen, and depart be- 
fore the 10th day of September next, then oath to be made 
before her departure by the Captain and Mate, that no 
Commodities, Goods, Wares, or Merchandise is, or shall 
be laden on board for exportation, other than such as shall 
have been laden on board as part of her. cargo before the 
said 10th day of September, and shall have been relanded. 

The Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, seven 
o'clock. 

Saturday, August 12, 1.775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Josias Beall and Thomas Ringgold have leave of 
absence. 

The Petition of John BaiUie, was read a second time, 
and rejected. 
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On a second reading of the Representation from the 
Committee for Caroline County, relative to John Williams, 

Resolved, That the Committee for Caroline County 
take from John Williams sufficient security as to his future 
behaviour, and discharge him from further confinement, 
upon his paying the expenses of his imprisonment, to be 
ascertained by the said Committee, and that in case of his 
future misbehaviour, they proceed with him according to 
the Resolves of this Convention. 

The Petition of Alexander Ogg, of Calvert County, 
was read a second time, and granted. 
Convention adjourns till Monday morning, seven o'clock. 

Monday, August 14, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

Ordered, That the Rules and Regulations established 
by the Continental Congress for the government of the 
Continental Army, be published with the Proceedings of 
this Convention. 

Ordered, That the Gentlemen appointed to receive 
Moneys forthe purchase of Arms and Ammunition, return 
a list thereof to the Treasurer of each Shore. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of each Shore pay the 
sums, of Money advanced agreeable to such list, to the 
residents of their respective Shores. 

Ordered, That out of the publick Arms in possession 
of Colonels Joshua Beall, Richard Lloyd, Edward Lloyd, 
and Henry Hooper, a quantity of Arms with a proportion 
of Lead and Ammunition sufficient for a Company, be by 
them delivered to such Captain of Minute-men, as the 
Council of Safety shall direct. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the practica- 
bility of establishing a Manufactory of Arms in this Pro- 
vince, and the expense and best mode to carry the same into 
execution, brought in their Report, which was read a first 
and second time, and referred for consideration to the next 
Provincial Convention. (No. 12.) 

Resolved unanimously, That the following Association 
be signed by the Members of this Convention, and by all 
other the Freemen of this Province. (No. 13.) 

Association of the Freemen of Maryland, July 26, 1775. 

The long premeditated, and now avowed design of the 
British Government to raise a revenue from the property 
of the Colonists, without their consent, on the gift, grant, 
and disposition of the Commons of Great Britain; the 
arbitrary and vindictive statutes passed under colour of pun- 
ishing a riot, to subdue by military force and by famine the 
Massachusetts-Bay ; the unlimited power assumed by Par- 
liament to alter the CJiarterpf that Province, and the Con- 
stitutions of all the Colonies, thereby destroying the essen- 
tial securities of the lives, liberties and properties of the 
Colonists; the commencement of hostilities by the Minis- 
terial forces, and tire cruel prosecution of the war against 
the people of the Massachusetts-Bay, followed by General 
Gage's Proclamation, declaring almost the whole of the 
inhabitants of the United Colonies, by name or description, 
rebels and traitors; are sufficient causes to arm a free 
People in defence of their liberty, and to justify resistance, 
no longer dictated by prudence merely, but by necessity, 
and leave no alternative but base submission, or manly 
opposition to uncontrollable tyranny. The Congress chose 
the latter; and for the express purpose of securing and de- 
fending the United Colonies, and preserving them in safety 
against all attempts to carry the above mentioned Acts into 
execution by force of arms, resolved that the said Colo- 
nies be immediately put into a state of defence ; and now 
support, at the joint expense, an Army to restrain the 
further violence, and repel the future attacks, of a disap- 
pointed, and exasperated enemy. 

We, therefore, inhabitants of the Province of Maryland, 
firmly persuaded that it is necessary and justifiable to repel 
force by force, do approve of the opposition by arms to the 
British Troops employed to enforce obedience to the late 
acts and statutes of the British Parliament, for raising a 
revenue in America, and altering and changing the Charter 
and Constitution of the Massachusetts-Bay, and for de- 
stroying the essential securities for the lives, liberties and 
properties of the subjects in the United Colonies. And we 



do unite and associate as one band, and firmly and solemn- 
ly engage and pledge ourselves to each other, and to Ame- 
rica, that we will, to the utmost of our power, promote 
and support the present opposition carrying on, as well by 
arms, as by the Continental Association, restraining our 
commerce. 

And as in these times of publick danger, and until a 
reconciliation with Great Britain on constitutional princi- 
ples is effected, (an event we most ardently wish may soon 
take place,) the energy of Government may be greatly im- 
paired, so that even zeal unrestrained may be productive of 
anarchy and confusion ; we do, in like manner, unite, asso- 
ciate and solemnly engage in maintenance of good order 
and the publick peace, to support the civil power in the due 
execution of the laws, so far as may be consistent with the 
present plan of opposition, and to defend with our utmost 
power all persons from every species of outrage to them- 
selves or their property, and to prevent any punishment 
from being inflicted on any offenders, other than such as 
shall be adjudged by the Civil Magistrate, the Continental 
Congress, our Convention, Council of Safety, or Commit- 
tees of Observation. 

Resolved, That the Committees of Observation in every 
County, as soon as conveniently may be, appoint persons 
in each Parish or Hundred to offer or carry the said Asso- 
ciation to all freemen resident within their County, (the 
household of his Excellency the Governour excepted,) and 
require their subscription to the same; which Associations, 
when subscribed, shall he returned by the Committees to 
the Convention. „And_j_n_c;ase any freeman within their 
County shall not Lsubscribe, upon application or within ten 
days thereafter, his nanxe. shall.be returned by" the said 
Committee to the nexT Jjgnyentign, to the end that the 
Convention may take ;orileijJigrejn. . 

The Convention resumed the consideration of the Re- 
port read on Wednesday last, which was debated by para- 
graphs, several amendments made, and the following parts 
agreed to. 

Resolved, That there be forty Companies of Minute-Men 
enrolled in this Province as soon ~as may "be, each of which 
Companies to consist of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one 
Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, one 
Fifer, and sixty-eight Privates; and that the said forty 
Companies be enrolled in the Counties and proportions 
following, to wit : 

In Worcester one, Somerset one, Dorchester two, Talbot 
one, Caroline one, Queen Anne's two, Ken} one, Cecil two, 
St. Mary's two, Calvert one, Charles three, Prince 
George's three, Anne Arundel four, Baltimore five, Har- 
ford three, Frederick eight — 40. 

And that for the enrolment of every such Company, a 
proper person be appointed by the Committee of each re- 
spective County, to enlist a sufficient number of men who 
shall voluntarily offer themselves, to make up the Non-com- 
missioned Officers and Privates of each of the said Com- 
panies, for their respective County ; in the enrolment of 
whom care shall be had that the" men be strong and 
effective, and live as convenient as may be for their fre- 
quent and ready assembling and exercising together. 

That the form of the enrolment of Minute-Men be as 
follows, to wit: "We, whose names, are subscribed, do 
hereby enrol ourselves into a Company of Minute-Men 

for County, agreeable to the Resolutions of the 

Provincial Convention held at Annapolis the 26th day of 
July, 1775, to continue such until the_lst_clay of March 
next, and engage that we will respectively march to such 
places, either in this or the neighbouring Colonies, and at 
such times as we shall be commanded by the Convention, 
or the Council of Safety of this Province, orby .our Officers 
in pursuance of the orders of the said Convention or Coun- 
cil ; and that we will respectively fight with and employ 
the arms wherewith we are entrusted, for 'the preservation 
of American liberty, against whomsoever,. we, sl\alj. be com- 
manded, by such authority as aforesaid, with our whole 

power. Witness our hands this day of .... . 

1775." 

That each Company as soon as enrolled and reviewed 
and allowed by the Committee of their County, or by such 
person or persons as shall be appointed by such Committee 
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for that purpose, shall elect and choose their proper Officers, 
by ballot, who shall be appointed and commissioned by the 
Delegates of this Province sitting in Convention, or at any 
time when they are not sitting in Convention by the Coun- 
cil of Safety in the name of the Convention. 

That the said Companies in Frederick County compose 
one Battalion ; those in Baltimore and Harford Counties 
jointly another; and those in St. Mary's, Charles and 
Prince George's Counties jointly another; and that to each 
of the same Battalions there be one Colonel, one Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, two Majors, one Quartermaster, and one 
Adjutant, appointed and commissioned as aforesaid, by the 
Convention or Council of Safety. 

That as soon as conveniently may be, after the Officers 
to the said Battalions on the Western Shore are commis- 
sioned, eight men be draughted from every Company of the 
said Battalions, to compose one Company of Light-Infantry 
to each Battalion ; to which Company the Convention or 
Council of Safety shall, as aforesaid, appoint and commis- 
sion one Captain, two Lieutenants, and one Ensign ; and the 
Captain of each Company of Light-Infantry may appoint 
non-commissioned Officers thereto. 

That all the Officers of the said Minute-Men rank 
according to their commissions and the dates of priority 
thereof. 

That the Minute-Men be exercised two days in every 
week, and that for one of those (lays each of the Non-com- 
missioned Officers and Privates be allowed two shillings 
and six pence common money. 

That each of the said Battalions in Frederick and Bal- 
timore and Harford Counties, be exercised in Battalion, 
at such convenient times and places as shall be appointed 
by the Field-Officers of the respective Battalion, every of 
which times being accounted _as:one; of the two days of ex- 
ercise, And that the said other.Companies of Minute-Men 
exercise with some Battalion of Militia, at the times of 
their being exercised in Battalion, in their respective Coun- 
ty, and as to this purpose, be subject to the commands of 
the Field-Officers of such Battalion. 

That until other arms are provided, the Minute-Men 
exercisewith their own firelocks ; but that as soon as others 
can be provided by the publick, each Colonel have deliver- 
ed to him firelocks with steel ramrods and bayonets, car- 
touch boxes, worms, priming wires and brushes fitted thereto, 
and flints, sufficient for his Battalion; and he shall deliver 
to each Captain in his Battalion sufficient for his Company, 
who shall deliver and distribute the same to his Company; 
receipts of all which deliveries shall be given, the men 
being answerable to the Captains, the Captains to the Colo- 
nels, and Colonels to the Conventions, for the return of 
the said Arms and Accoutrements in good order, unless pre- 
vented by unavoidable accidents. 

That the Companies of Minute-Men not so joined in 
Battalion, be armed and provided, and the Captains and 
men of those Companies responsible for the return of the 
publick Arms and Accoutrements, in the same manner as 
the men of the Battalions are to be armed and provided, 
and their Colonels, and they, are as aforesaid responsible. 

That every able-bodied effective freeman within this 
Province, between sixteen and fifty years of age, (clergy- 
men of all denominations, practising physicians, the house- 
hold of his Excellency the Governour, Minute and Artillery 
Men, and such persons who from their religious principles 
cannot bear arms in any case, excepted,) as soon as may 
be, and at furthest before the 15th day of September next, 
shall enrol himself in some Company of Militia, in the fol- 
lowing form, to wit: "We, whose names are subscribed, do 
hereby enrol ourselves into a Company of Militia, agree- 
able to the Resolutions of the Provincial Convention held 
at Annapolis the twenty-sixth day of July, 1775; and we 
do promise and engage, that we will respectively march to 
such places within this Province, and at such times, as we 
shall be commanded by the Convention or the Council of 
Safety of this Province, or by our Officers in pursuance of 
the orders of the said Convention or Council, and there, 
with our whole power fight against whomsoever we shall 
be commanded, by such authority as aforesaid. Witness 
our hands this . . . . day of ... . 1775." 

That each. Company of Militia consist of such Officers 
as are recommended by former Resolutions of the Conven- 
tion, and of about sixty-eight Privates. 



That each Company already formed, if it now is, or be- 
fore the 15th day of September next shall be made up to 
fifty Privates, or upwards, and shall have subscribed the 
said form of enrolment, shall confirm their election of Offi- 
cers already made, or elect others in their stead, by ballot, 
as they shall think proper ; and that Officers be so chosen 
for all Companies which shall be hereafter formed, as recom- 
mended by the said former resolves; after which confirma- 
tions and elections, and before the first day of October next, 
each Captain of Militia shall transmit a roll of his Company 
to the Committee of Observation which shall be appointed 
for his County, who shall, as soon as may be, transmit a 
memorandum or certificate of the names of the Captain, 
Lieutenants and Ensign, and of the numbers of Non-com* 
missioned Officers and Privates, to the Council of Safety ; 
in order that commissions may issue in the name of the 
Convention to those Officers ; which shall be done by the 
same Convention or Council of Safety as aforesaid. 

That no Company shall exceed the number of seventy- 
four Privates, or consist of less than fifty; and if a greater 
number than seventy-four shall be enrolled in any one 
Company, then the enrolment of any after the first sixty- 
eight effective Privates shall be deemed void, and such 
shall enrol in some other Company ; and if a number of 
men shall be enrolled not amounting to fifty Privates, be- 
sides sufficient for Non-commissioned Officers for any one 
Company, they shall not be considered as a Company ; yet 
the local circumstances of some neighborhoods may make 
it very inconvenient for a full Company of Militia to meet 
weekly for exercise at one and the same place, in such 
case the Officers may appoint two places, at each of which 
a several part of the Company may be mustered, not 
oftener that three times out of four ; so that every fourth 
time at least the whole be mustered together. 

That no Company be permitted to choose Officers before 
a sufficient number of men be enrolled.. to. make up fifty 
Privates, besides Non-commissioned Officers^ 

That after enrolment in pursuance of these Resolves, no 
man be permitted to leave the Company in which he shall 
have been enrolled, without the consent of his Captain in 
writing. 

That the Committee of Observation in each County 
make diligent inquiry after, and transmit to the Convention 
or Council of Safety, the name of every able-bodied effec- 
tive freeman as aforesaid, in their respective County, if there 
shall be any such, who shall not enrol himself either as a 
Minute or Artillery Man, or in the Militia, according to the 
preceding Resolves, to the end that the Convention may 
take order therein ; against whom no further proceedings 
or measures shall be taken, but by the future order of the 
Convention. 

That the Committee of Observation for each County shall 
divide the Militia of their County into Battalions or Com- 
panies of Light-Infantry, each of which Battalions to consist 
of such eight Companies of Militia as the same Commit- 
tee shall appoint; and the same Committee also assigning 
to each Battalion one Company of Light-Infantry, which 
Light-Infantry shall be armed in such manner as the Coun- 
cil of Safety shall direct; and that to each of the said Batta- 
lions there be one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, two 
Majors, one Quartermaster, and one Adjutant, who shall be 
appointed and commissioned by the Delegates of this Pro- 
vince sitting in Convention, or at any time when they are 
not sitting in Convention by the Council of Safety in the 
name of the Convention ; which Officers shall rank and 
marshal the Companies of their respective Battalion. 

That every Company of Militia be exercised one day in 
every week, and that every Battalion of Militia be exer- 
cised in Battalion at such times and places as the Field- 
Officers of the Battalion shall appoint, not oftener than once 
in every month, nor seldomer than once in every two 
months ; the day of exercise in Battalion being accounted 
as the day of exercise for that week., _ . 

That the Colonel of every Battalion of Minute-Men and 
Militia shall employ a skilful and able Adjutant for his 
Battalion, who shall train and exercise the Battalion, and 
the several Companies thereof, according to the directions of 
the Colonel, and shall receive for a month of thirty days 
sixteen Dollars ; and that the. Companies of Minute-Men 
not formed in Battalion, as lo the purpose of being trained 
and exercised by the Adjutant, be esteemeTas a Company 
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of the Battalion with which they shall exercise as hefore 
directed. 

That every Field and Commissioned Officer, having no 
reasonable excuse, shall appear at the time and place of 
muster, ana there do and perform his duty according to his 
pjnce„arid station ; and for every neglect or refusal he shall 
be fined ..a. sum. not exceeding fifteen shillings common 
money, to be adjudged, if a Field-Officer, by the Field- 
Ofiicers present, or a majority of them; and if a Commis- 
sioned Officer _belpw_t he jrank of a Field-Officer, by the 
Commissioned Officers present, or a majority of them. 

That every Non-commissioned Officer and Private of the 
Minute-Men and Militia appear at the time and place ap- 
pointed for their respective appearance, for mustering, with 
his firelock and other accoutrements in good order, and 
there orderly, diligently, and obediently attend to instruc- 
tion, and perform his exercise in arms, according to the 
commands and orders of his Officers ; and if any Minute or 
Militia-Man .shall, not appear at the time and place of 
muster with his firelock and other accoutrements in good 
order, having no reasonable excuse, or shall not there, after 
appearance, behave himself decently, or in a manner suit- 
able to the attention and care requisite in such exercise, he 
shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five shillings 
common money for every such nedect or misbehaviour, 
which shall be determined by the Captain, Lieutenants and 
Ensign, or any two of them, either on their own view, or 
on representation and proof thereof: and on non-payment 
shall be i .conim ! itted.to. the custody of the Sergeant of his 
Company till payment. 

That if complaint shall be made of gross misbehaviour, 
or breach of duty of any Commissioned Officer, by any 
Committee of Observation, or any two Commissioned Offi- 
cers of the Corps or Company to which such Officer, 
against whom complaint shall be made, doth belong, or by 
any one Officer of superiour or equal rank to the Officer 
complained against, then the Council of Safety may appoint 
a Court-Martial, to consist of not less than five, nor more 
than nine of the Commissioned Officers, of the same Corps 
or County, who, or a majority of whom, shall hear, try, 
determine, and give sentence on such Officer, so that the 
same sentence extend not further than to a pecuniary fine, 
not exceeding ten Pounds common money, or to a publick 
arid solemn acknowledgment of the fault of the offending 
Officer, or to a suspension or ldss of his military commis- 
sion ; which sentence being transmitted to, and approved 
by the Council. of. Safety, shall be accordingly executed. 

That all fines. on Officers of inferiour rank to a Field- 
Officer, and also on Non-commissioned Officers and Pri- 
vates, shall be to the use of the Company to which such 
persons belong, and that all fines on Ficld-Officers be to 
the use of the . Battalion to .which they respectively be- 
long. " _ 

Tha.t if any Company or Corps of Minute or Militia 
Men shall be called forth into actual service, the Officers 
and Men respectively who shall be so called forth, whilst 
they are in actual service, shall be subject and liable to the 
Rulesancj Regulations established by the Continental Con- 
gress for the government of the Continental Army, and 
shall for a month of thirty days, and so pro rata, be entitled 
to and receive, the. following pay, in common money, to wit : 

A Colonel, - £W Each Serjeant, £2 10 



A Lieut. Colonel, 


16 





Each Corporal, - 2 5 


A Major, - 


12 





Each Drummer, - 2 5 


A Quartermaster, 


1 


10 


Each Filer, - - 2 5 


An Adjutant, - 


1 


10 


Each Private, - 1 17 6 


Each Captain. 


9 





A Surgeon, 15 


Each Lieutenant, 


7 


10 


Each Surgeon Asst. 7 TO 


Each Ensign, 


6 








That if a sufficient number of nien shall enrol to make 
up a Company of Artillery-Men, they may choose their 
prober Officers, who shall be commissioned as aforesaid, 
and subject to the same rules as the Militia. 

And wh ereas it is absolutely necessary in this time of 
immirient^danger that there should be some power existing, 
vvbichlriay superintenfl the execution of the orders and 
regulations of the Convention, and occasionally, from time 
to time, promote the prudent and necessary preparations 
for defence, and in_case of necessity, call forth a due pro- 
portion, of evFnthe wliofe oLibe force of the Province, in 



an orderly and regular manner, whereby the strength of the 
whole will be greatly increased in the common defence, 
and the rights and liberties of all better secured : 

Resolved, That sixteen persons, eight of whom residing 
on the Western Shore, and eight on the Eastern Shore, 
shall be chosen by ballot, by this Convention, and be styled 
and denominated the Council of Safety of Maryland. 

That any nine or more of the said Council of Safety 
convened, or the major part of them, direct and regulate 
the operations of the Minute-Men and Militia; and may as 
aforesaid, grant all military commissions, and appoint and 
commission Field-Officers, and appoint and regulate the rank 
of all Military Officers ; and in the recess of the Conven- 
tion call forth the Minute-Men into action in any place or 
places in this Province or the neighbouring Colonies, and 
the Militia into action in any place or places in this Pro- 
vince, at such time and times, in such proportions, and on 
such occasions as they may judge necessary ; and do all such 
other matters and things for the securing and strengthen- 
ing this Province and for providing for the defence thereof, 
as they shall deem necessary and expedient, and execute 
such other powers as may be entrusted to them by the Con- 
vention of this Province. . _ 

That as at some times a necessity for taking speedy 
measures may be so pressing that a delay till the Council of 
Safety could assemble together would be highly danger- 
ous, and many things of less moment may well and more 
conveniently be transacted by a majority of members resi- 
ding on the respective Shores, the members Tesiding on 
either Shore respectively, or the major part of them or of 
such of them as shall be in .this Province, may not only grant 
commissions for Courts-Martial when applied for, and hear, 
determine, and punish high and dangerous offenders, accord- 
ing to the resolutions of this^Conyention, but may also, in 
case of instant danger, or jpressnig necessity, call forth tlie 
Minute-Men or Militia of their respective Shore ; yet it is 
recommended, if time will permit, for the whole Council of 
Safety, or nine of them, to meet and consult together ; that 
those of either Shore do not separately call forth the Minute- 
Men or Militia ; and that if time will not permit such meet- 
ing and consultation, then, as soon after the separate act 
done as may be, the whole Council of Safety shall be sum- 
moned, and the orders and resolutions of a majority of any 
nine or more of them shall control or govern ; it being 
the intention of this Convention that a joint Council, where 
the same can be held on things of moment, should have 
the supreme direction. 

That any two or more of the said Council of Safety call 
a meeting of the members on their respective Shore, or of 
the whole. 

That any Officer of the Minute-Men or Militia may be 
suspended from the exercise of his commission by the Coun- 
cil of Safety, or that branch of it residing on the Shore 
whereon such Officer resides; or if the Council of Safety 
should think proper, they may, upon full hearing, displace 
any Field-Officer, and appoint and commission another in 
his stead ; and that on the death, resignation or removal of 
any Commissioned Officer, below the degree of a Field- 
Officer, from his office, the Council of Safety may appoint 
and commission another in his stead. 

That the Council of Safety, or either branch thereof, for 
expenses incurred on its respective Shore, may from time to 
time draw orders on the Treasurer of their respective Shore 
for the Bills of Credit to be issued by virtue of the Resolu- 
tions of the Convention, who shall accordingly pay such 
orders. 

That the Council of Safety may, in case they shall think 
it necessary, summon and call the Convention to meet 
before the day to which it may stand adjourned,. 

That the Council of Safety continue such HUtil the next 
Convention, and no longer, and that they render an ac- 
count of their proceedings, and always be subject to the 
control of the Convention. 

Resolved, In order to prevent an abuse of power from a 
continuance thereof in the same persons, that at each Con- 
vention, eight members of the preceding Council of Safety, 
four residing on the Eastern and four on the Western Shore, 
shall be ineligible to the succeeding Council; and that the 
said eight persons, immediately before the choice of the 
new Council of Safety, be ascertained by ballot. 
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That for providing for the defence of this Province, 
and for encouraging and promoting the manufacture of 
Saltpetre, erecting of a Powder Mill, and the several other 
purposes directed by this Convention, Resolved, That Bills 
of Credit of the denomination of Dollars and parts of a dol- 
lar, to the amount of 266,666 Dollars, and two-third parts 
of a dollar, be printed and struck with all convenient speed, 
under the care and direction of Messrs. Thomas Hyde and 
William Wilkins, supervisors, in manner and form follow- 
ing, to wit : 

"This Bill of ... . shall entitle the bearer thereof to 
receive gold and silver, at the rate of four Shillings and six 
Pence sterling per Dollar, for the said bill, according to a 
Resolve of the Provincial Convention of Maryland, held 
at the City of Annapolis, on the 26th day of July, 1775." 

That the said Bills shall have such devices and marks as 
the said Supervisors shall think proper, and the numbers of 
the said Bills, as well as the denominations thereof, shall be 
the following, and no other, to wit : seven thousand and 
ninety-six bills of sixteen dollars each; seven thousand and 
ninety-six bills of eight dollars each ; seven thousand and 
ninety-six bills of four dollars each ; seven thousand and 
ninety-six bills of two dollars and two-thirds of a dollar 
each ; ten thousand five hundred and twelve bills of one dol- 
lar and two-thirds of a dollar each ; ten thousand five hun- 
dred and twelve bills of one dollar and one-third of a dol- 
lar each ; ten thousand five hundred and twelve bills of one 
dollar each, and ten thousand five hundred and twelve bills 
of two-thirds of a dollar each. 

That the Supervisors shall use the best of their care and 
diligence that the said Bills, according to their respective 
denominations aforesaid, and according to the manner and 
form aforesaid, be forthwjtL printed ; and that the number 
of any of the denominations thereof be not exceeded, or 
any clandestine or fraudulent practice used by the printer, 
his apprentices, servants, or others concerned in printing 
thereof. 

That the printer and all his apprentices and servants, 
which he may employ in the said work, before he or they 
enter upon the same, take before some Justice of the Peace, 
in the presence of one or both of the Supervisors, the follow- 
ing oath, to wit : " I, A. B., do swear, that I will truly, 
faithfully and honestly perform the duty of printer of the 
Bills of Credit directed to be printed by a Resolve of the 
Convention of Maryland; and that I will not advisedly 
print or stamp a greater nqmber of blank Bills of Credit 
than in that Resolve mentioned, or of any other denomina- 
tions than therein expressed, except such sheets as may be 
so blotted, unfair or imperfect in the impressing or print- , 
ing thereof, that the same shall be unfit for use.° So help' 
me God." 

That the printer shall not, by himself, servants, or any 
other person by him employed, print, stamp, stitch or bind 
the said Bills, or any of them, but in presence of one or both 
of said Supervisors; and in every intermission of the work 
the Supervisors shall safely and securely lock up the press 
and stamps with which the work shall be performed, and 
the impressions that shall be then made, in the room in 
which the printing and binding shall be done, and the keys 
of such room shall keep in their possession ; and when all 
the said Bills shall be printed and stamped, the stamps shall 
be delivered by the printer to the said Supervisors, and by 
them to the Convention of this Province, or in their recess 
to the Council of Safety. 

That Charles Wallace, Joseph Davidson, Nathan Ham- 
mond, Richard Tootel, James Brice, John B rice, Thomas 
Brook Hodgkin, John Duckett, Robert Lloyd Nicols, 
Samuel Sharpe, Richard Tilghman, Jr., James Hindman, 
Peregrine Tilghman, William Perry, Jeremiah Banning, 
and Joseph Bruff, be signers of the said Bills. 

That the said Supervisors, as soon as the said Bills shall 
be printed, stamped, stitched and bound, shall deliver three 
fourth parts thereof in value to the Treasurer of the Western 
Shore, and the other fourth part thereof in value to the 
Treasurer of the Eastern Shore ; and the said Treasurers 
shall deliver out to the Signers, residing on their respective 
Shore, sufficient of the said Bills, to be immediately num- 
bered and signed by them, not only for payment of the 
money immediately demanded from them respectively, 
but also to the amount of three thousand Dollarsover and 
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beyond the same; and each of the same Bills„sha]l be sign- 
ed and numbered by some two of the said Signers, and 
returned again to the respective Treasurer; and so from time 
to time, shall the said Bills be delivered, out, signed, num- 
bered, and returned ; either of the said Treasurers not 
keeping by him, at any one time, ready numbered and 
signed, more than three thousand Dollars beyond the said 
Moneys now payable. 

That receipts of every delivery of the said Bills, before 
and after the numbering and signing the same, be given by 
the Treasurers and Signers. 

That Thomas Harwood, Jun., be Treasurer for the 
Western, and William Hindman Treasurer for the'East- 
ern Shore ; who shall from time to time out of the said Bills 
of Credit, pay off and discharge all such drafts and orders 
as shall be made by order of this Convention, or the Coun- 
cil of Safety, or either branch thereof, as aforesaid. 

That the Treasurer of the Western Shore, out of the Bills 
of Credit, pay to each of the Supervisors two dollars and 
two-thirds of a dollar for each day's attendance as afore- 
said ; to the Engraver of the said bills, one hundred and 
ninety-two dollars for his services; and to the Printer 
four hundred dollars for his services, and the paper, ink, 
and other materials necessary for the said work.. And the 
said Treasurers shall also respectively pay to each Signer of 
every thousand of the said Bills, one dollar and one-third 
part of a dollar for his service. 

That each of the said Treasurers shall retain, for his 
services, at the rate of one-half per cent, on all Moneys by 
him paid and delivered, and no more. 

That the said Treasurer of the Western Shore shall give 
bond in the penalty of twelve thousand Pounds sterling, and 
the Treasurer of the Eastern Shore shall also give bond in 
the penalty of four thousand Pounds sterling; both of which 
bonds shall be with sufficient securities, to be approved of 
by any two of the obligees in the said bonds, and payable 
to the Honourable Matthew tilghman and Daniel of St. 
Thomas Jenifer, Esqs., and Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, 
and Edward Lloyd, Esqs., conditioned for such Treasurer's 
faithful discharge of his trust. 

That he will, keep a just and true account of all Bills of 
Credit and Moneys which he shall receive or pay, and of the 
names of those to whom the same shall be paid or deliver- 
ed ; and that he will render a true and perfect account of 
all payments by him made to the Convention of Maryland, 
or the Council of Safety, or any other persons by a Con- 
vention of this Province appointed to examine his accounts; 
and that he will be answerable for all Bills of Credit"and 
Moneys which he may receive, and pay all orders drawn by 
the Convention, or Council of Safety, or the branch there- 
of residing on his Shore. 

That lorn and defaced Bills shall be exchanged at reason- 
able and convenient times. 

That the said Bills of Credit shall be redeemed and sunk, 
on or before the first day of January, 1786, by taxes, or 
other Legislative provision. 

That this Convention bind their constituents, and pledge 
the faith of this Province, for the redemption of the said 
Bills, on or before the said first day of January, 1786. 

Resolved, That the freeholders of each County in this 
Province, and other freemen having a visible estate of forty 
Pounds sterling, or qualified by law to vote for Burgesses, 
do on the second Tuesday of September next, meet to- 
gether at the Court-Houses of their respective Counties, 
(except as herein after excepted,) and do there, under the 
inspection of their respective Delegates in this present 
Convention, or any three or more of them, to whqm it is 
recommended to attend for that purpose, by a majority of 
the voices of such the said electors as shall be present, elect 
of the most discreet and sensible of those who are qualified 
as aforesaid to vote, a Committee of Observation for each 
County respectively, for the term of one year then next 
following, to consist of the following numbers: that is to 
say, for St. Mary's County twenty-four; for Charles Coun- 
ty, thirty-two; for Calvert County, fifteen; for Prince- 
George's County, thirty-three; for Anne- Arundel Com- 
ty, thirty-four; for Frederick County, fifty -three; for 
Baltimore County, thirty-seven; for Harford County, 
eighteen; for Worcester County, twenty-one; for Somerset 
County, twenty-one ; for Dorchester County, nineteen ; for 
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Caroline County, fourteen ; for Talbot County, sixteen ; 
for Queen- Anne' s County, twenty-one ; for Kent County, 
twenty-two; for Cecil County, sixteen. And that from 
and after such election the Committees of Observation in 
being, at and immediately before such election, in each 
County respectively, be and are hereby declared to be 
dissolved. 

That the Committees so to be elected, or a majority of 
atff sfffftf'lr ftlbre bf'them met together, shall have full 
power tmd authority to carry into execution the Association 
and Resolves of the Continental Congress and Conventions 
of this Province,'"so far as the same relate to the commer- 
cial opposition to the measures of the British Ministry, in 
which the United Colonies are engaged ; and to censure 
any person "or persons, who within their respective Coun- 
ties shall be by them adjudged to have been guilty of any 
breach or breaches thereof, in such manner and degree as 
'Hath been or "shall be directed by the said Congress and 
Conventions. And' shall further have full power and 
authority, on probable proof that any person has been guilty 
of any high and dangerous offence, tending to disunite the 
'inhabitants of this Province in their present opposition, or 
to destroy the liberties of ^meriVa, to cause such person 
to be apprehended, and forthwith sent, together with the 
charge against him, to the Council of Safety on that Shore 
where t¥e offence shall be committed, who shall proceed to 
ex'arYitrte into the charge, and if the same shall be suf- 
ficiently proved, pronounce sentence thereon ; that such 
person he ! imprisoned, in such place and manner, and for 
such time, as shall be adjudged, not beyond the rising of 
the next Convention, who, if they think proper, may take 
further order therein; or that he depart this Province 
within a certain time to be limited. 

That all persons pay obedience to and acquiesce in the 
determinations of such Committees of Observation and 
Council of Safety, and that no person whatsoever, other 
than the said Committees and Council, presume to inflict 
any punishment for any such breaches or offences. And on 
the same day, or the next, to which the said Delegates are 
empowered to adjourn, the said electors also choose by 
ballot, five of the most discreet and sensible of such free- 
men, as aforesaid, of their County, to be Delegates for the 
sa~n)e, in any Provincial Convention to be held for this 
Province, within one year then next following, with full 
power 'and authority to such Delegates, or any three or 
more of them, to appear and act for such County, in such 
Convention; and to consent and agree to, and bind such 
County to perform and execute all such matters and things 
as such Convention or a majority of the Counties of this 
Province shall determine to be necessary for the preserva- 
tion of the liberties of America. 

And in case any of the said Delegates shall die, or refuse 
to act, the said Committee of Observation for the respec- 
tive County shall have power to appoint by ballot one of 
the sard Committee to be a Delegate for the said County, 
with the like power and authority, in the place of any such 
Delegate who shall die or refuse to act ; provided that no 
such appointment shall be made unless two-third parts of 
such Committee shall be present. 

That each Committee of Observation shall, as soon as 
conveniently may be after their appointment, choose by 
ballot "five of their members to be a Committee of Corres- 
pondence for their County, for the said term of one year, 
with power to any two or more of them to act as such. 

That as the l§mal!-Pox is now at Queen' s-Town, and it 
will in all probability be dangerous to the inhabitants of 
Queen Anne's County to assemble there for electing the 
Conqmittee of Observation and Delegates for that County, 
tbe^Iect£n of the Committee of Observation and Delegates 
for th? said County shall be held at the house of George 
Bmson, 'instead of the Court- House of that County. 

That for the ease and convenience of the people of Fred- 
erick* County there be three different places of election; 
that the said County be divided into three Districts, to wit : 
Upper, Middle, and Lower; the Upper District to be bound- 
ed by the South Mountain, and the lines of the County 
westward of the South Mountain ; the Middle District to be 
bpun|e'd"'frorh the mouth of the Monocacy with Potomdfik to 
the South Mountain, with that mountain to the temporary 
line"! with the lines of the County to the head waters of 
PatmShl', and with the lines of the Lower District to Poto- 



mack ; the Lower District to be bounded with Potomaclc 
to the mouth of Monocacy, then with Monocacy to Bennett's 
Creek, and with the creek to the head waters of Fatuxent 
That there be elected in the Lower District one Dele- 
gate, two persons to act as a Committee of Correspon- 
dence, and seventeen as a Committee of Observation ; that 
in each of theother Districts there be elected two Delegates 
and eighteen persons to act as a Committee of Observation ; 
and that three persons be elected in the Middle District to 
act as a Committee of Correspondence. That the elec- 
tions for the Upper District be held at Elizabethtown, those 
for the Middle District at Fredericktown. and those for the 
Lower District at Hungerford's ; and that no person resi- 
ding or voting in one shall be admitted to vote in either of 
the other Districts. 

Resolved, That for encouraging the manufacture of Salt- 
petre a sum not exceeding one thousand Pounds, common 
money, be advanced on proper security, for erecting one or 
more Saltpetre Works, to be repaid in good merchantable 
Saltpetre at the rates herein after mentioned: and that for 
all good merchantable Saltpetre manufactured in this Pro- 
vince and delivered to the order of the Council of Safety 
before the first day of October, 1776, there shall be allowed 
at the rate of half a Dollar per pound, according to the Re- 
solves of the Continental Congress. 

That a sum not exceeding one thousand Pounds, common 
money, be appropriated for erecting and working a Powder 
Mill on the account of this Province ; and that the said two 
sums of one thou«and Pounds_each, be under the manage- 
ment of the Council of Safety. 

Resolved, That the Cpinmiftee of Observation in each 
County appoint one or more peTson or persons in their re- 
spective County, to receive ail sums of Money which shall 
be voluntarily given, to be applied towardjjhe arming and 
defending this Province, or towards erecting Manufactories 
of any kind, or for the immediate relief of such of the inha- 
bitants of this Province as are or may become .necessifpujs, 
from the present general calamities ; which persons shall 
give receipts for the Money by them respectively received, 
and keep and return accounts thereof to the Treasurer of 
their respective Shore, specifying and distinguishing fronj 
whom the same shall have been received, and if any, what 
part thereof shall have been given for either of the said 
purposes, particularly; and the said Money shall be paid 
to the said Treasurer, and may be applied and laid out by 
the Council of Safety, or that part of it residing on each 
Shore, respectively, for the purposes before mentioned ; 
having regard in the application to the intention of the 
donors, and promoting the subsistence of the necessitous, 
either by erecting Manufactories, and the employment of 
such as labour therein, or in works of any kind, than by 
immediate gifts; it being the opinion of this Convention 
that such charities may be rendered much more exten- 
sively beneficial by having the same placed under a general 
direction. 

Resolved, That the Council of Safety contract for, pur- 
chase, and provide five thousand stands of Arms, including 
those ordered and contracted for by this Convention, giving 
a preference, as far as they can, to those manufactured in 
the Country; and also purchase and provide nine small 
Brass Field-Pieces, and Carriages therefor. 

And that the Council of Safety may also, on proper 
security and terms they approve of, advance a sum not 
exceeding one thousand Pounds, common money, for 
erecting and carrying on one or_more Sajt .Works in. this 
Province. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Observation in each 
County, as soon as may be, transmit to the branch of the 
Council of Safety for their respective Shore, a particular 
account of all Arms and Ammunition .purchased in their 
County, pursuant to Resolves of the Convention in Decem- 
ber last, and of all sums of Money subscribed and actually 
paid in or contributed, and by whom, for the purchase of the 
said Arms and Ammunition ; and that each branch of the 
Council of Safety order the Treasurer pf their Shore to pay 
to such person as shall be appointed by each of the said 
Committees, on their respective Shore, the amount of the 
Money so paid in and actually expended in the purposes 
aforesaid, before the transmitting of such. account, that the 
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same, as well as all other Money paid in, not expended as 
aforesaid, may be returned to the subscribers or contribu- 
tors thereof. 

Resolved, That the Honourable Matthew Tilghman and 
John Beale Bordley, Esqs., and Robert Goldsborovgh, 
James Hollyday, Richard Lloyd, Edward Lloyd, Thomas 
Smyth, and Henry Hooper, Esqrs., residents of the East- 
ern Shore, and the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas 
Jenifer, Esq., and Thomas Johnson Jun., William Paca, 
Charles Carroll, Banister, Thomas Stone, Samuel Chase, 
Robert Alexander, and Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, 
Esqrs., residents of the Western Shore, or any nine of them, 
be a Council of Safety for this Province. 

That every member of the Council of Safety before he 
enters on the execution of his office, having subscribed the 
Association, take before some Justice of the Peace the 
following Oath, to wit: 

"You, A. B. do swear that any matter or thing which 
shall come to your knowledge as a member of the Council 
of Safety, and which you shall know is by a majority of the 
Council ordered to be kept secret, you will not divulge, 
unless in a Convention of Delegates, or to the members of 
the Council of Safety, or with the leave of the Convention, 
or of a majority of the Council of Safety. So help you 
God:' 

That the Cleric of the Council of Safety, or of either 
of the said branches, thereof, shall, before he enters on the 
execution of his office, before some Justice of the Peace, 
take an path in the same form, except, instead of the words 
"as a member of the Council of Safety," inserting "as 
Clerk of the Council of Safefy," or "as Clerk of the East- 
ern or Western Shore branch of the Council of Safety," as 
the case may be. 

Resolved, That the Resolution made by the Convention 
of this Province, held at the City of Annapolis in Decem- 
ber last, " That/no person ought to kill any Lamb dropt 
before the first day of May yearly, or other Sheep after the 
first day of January then next, under four years of age," 
be repealed, so far as it relates to the killing of Lamb; but 
it is earnestly recommended that the Continental Resolve 
respecting the killing of Sheep be most strictly observed. 

• The Convention resumed the consideration of the Re- 
port relative to the shutting of the Courts of Justice ; which, 
after debate thereon, was recommitted for amendments, and 
the following parts were agreed to: 

Resolved, That in all suits and actions now depending 
or commenced within this Province, where there is no real 
dispute, the suiters and attorneys proceed with all conve- 
nient speed to settle the same by judgment, reference, or 
other amicable way; and thar. all suits and actions now de- 
pending or commenced (where there are real disputes, and 
which cannot be settled in an amicable manner, or tried with 
justice to the parties) ought to stand and remain during these 
times of publick calamity in their present state and condi- 
tion, or be continued until otherwise ordered by act of As- 
sembly, or some future Convention ; save and except only 
that bail may surrender their principals in their own dis- 
charge, and for want of other bail that the principal may 
be committed ; and that hereafter proper provision ought to 
be made by act of Assembly for reinstating, re-establish- 
ing, and prosecuting the business of the Courts, and for 
barring the act for the limitation of suits. 

Resolved, That in all suits and actions now depending 
or commenced, the depositions of any witness or witnesses, 
taken before two Justices of any County Court, or one of 
the Justices of the Provincial Court of this Province, in 
presence of the adverse party to him that requires such de- 
positions to be taken, if upon due notice he thinks fit to be 
present, or upon notice doth refuse to be present, (the 
notice being proved,) ought to be received as good evi- 
dence in any of the Courts of this Province, as if such 
evidence were personally present upon the trial, and should 
declare the same viva voce; provided such witness or wit- 
nesses cannot be had at the trial of the cause in whichsuch 
depositions shall be taken. 

Resolved, That no civil original writ, suit, or action shall 
be commenced or renewed in any Court of Law, or any 
Magistrate's warrent of a civil nature issued, within this 
Province, after publication and due notice of this Resolve, 
unless in the following cases, to wit : actions founded in 



wrong done to the person or property, such as ejectment, 
trespass, trover, replevin, detinue ; also all real actions^ 
also actions for wards, and for money or tobacco actually 
had and received by one person for the use of another; at- 
tachments under the late acts of Assembly, and against per- 
sons non-resident; actions or process on Loan-Office bonds, 
without the license or permission of the Committee of 
Observation of the County where the debtors and defend- 
ants reside, which shall or may be granted in the instances 
and manner herein after mentioned, and not otherwise. 
That the said Committees respectively do, upon applica- 
tion, give license for bringing or prosecuting suits in the fol- 
lowing cases, that is to say : where debtors refuse to renew 
their obligations or other securities, or to give reasonable 
security, or to liquidate and settle their accounts, and. give 
promissory notes for the balances, or to refer their disputes, 
if any, to one or more indifferent persons, or are justly 
suspected of intention to leave the Province, or to defraud 
their creditors. And that the said Committees may in their 
discretion grant licenses in the following cases, to wit : for 
the bringing actions by and against executors and admin- 
istrators, as such, and their securities ; and for the bringing 
actions against guardians for the recovery of filial portions, 
or the rents and profits of orphans' estates. 

Resolved, That no execution shall issue upon any judg- 
ment obtained in the Provincial Court after April term 
last, or in the County Courts after the last March adjourn- 
ed Courts, without such license as aforesaid, save only in the 
cases above specified, or where the original actions shall be 
brought by license from the Committee of Observation. 

Resolved, That the Committees of Observation now in 
being in each County, and the Committees of Frederick 
County, in their respective Districts, meet as soon as they 
conveniently can, after publication and due notice of these 
Resolves, and that the Committees hereafter to be chosen, 
meet as soon as they conveniently can, at the Court-House, 
or some other place agreed upon by themselves, and appoint 
by ballot seven of their number to be a Committee for 
licensing suits ; which said Committees shall meet on the 
first and third Mondays in every month, for the purpose of 
receiving applications, and give notice of the place where 
they intend to meet. 

Resolved, That it is earnestly recommended by this 
Convention to all the inhabitants of this Province to make 
payment without compulsion where they are able, or give 
security as above mentioned, and particularly that they pay 
the publick taxes and interest money due in the Loan-Office ; 
it being the design of this Convention to prevent oppression 
and imprisonment of poor debtors, but not to give any pre- 
tence of non-payment to those who are of sufficient ability 
to pay their just debts. 

It appearing to this Convention that a person arrested 
by the Sheriff of Baltimore County, and in his custody for 
debt, had been rescued by some disorderly people in that 
County, and that the riot had been suppressed, and the 
prisoner so rescued had been restored to the custody of the 
said Sheriff by the intervention and activity of Captains 
Buchanan and Gist, and the Companies under their com- 
mand: And this Convention being fully impressed with the 
necessity that the civil power in the ordinary administra- 
tion of justice should be supported, it is Resolved, That 
this Convention do highly approve of the conduct of the 
said Captains and their Companies, in the suppression of 
the said riot, and support of the civil authority; and that 
this Resolve be communicated to the said Captains and 
their Companies, by the Delegates of Baltimore County 
in this Convention. 

Ordered, That out of the publick Arms in the possession 
of Colonels Joshua Beall, Richard Lloyd, Edward Lloyd, 
and Henry Hooper, a quantity of Arms, with proportion of 
Lead and Ammunition sufficient for a Company, be by them 
delivered to such Captain of Minute-Men as the Council 
of Safety shall direct. 

Resolved, That the late Committee of Observation for 
Cecil County be authorized to act as usual, until the second 
Tuesday of September next. 

Doubts haying arisen in this Province respecting the 
construction of the. Continental Association, whether Mer- 
chandise or other commodities taken on board craft, or in 
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apy jMfineiv wlter-bgrne, before the tenth day of Septem- 
ber next, may not be considered as exported, within the 
%%j4ffl£js.<gf to Continental Association, although the 
Sam Merchandise .or commodities be not before that time 
tal|gr^ on^^hoaid. the. .ship or vessel which shall export the 
same: ;' _;,. 

._. Resolved, That where any such Merchandise, or other 
corhlnocfity whatsoever, is or shall, before the same tenth 
day of September, be laden on board the ship or vessel that 
shall actually export the same, such loading on board shall 
he deemed a sjjfficjent exportation within the spirit and 
intenn.oii.of said Article, and not otherwise. 
=« Resolped, That the Honourable Matthew TiJghman, 
Esq. and Thomas Johnson, Jun., Robert Goldsborough, 
William Paca, Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, and John 
Hall, Esqrs., or any three or more of them, be Deputies 
to represent this Province in Continental Congress, and 
that they, or any three or more of them, have full and ample 
power to consent and agree to all measures which such 
Congress shall deem necessary and effectual to obtain a 
redress of American grievances; and further we do author- 
ize pur'sald Deputies to represent and act for this Province 
in any Continental Congress which may be held before the 
25th day of March next. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
to Thomas Johnson, Jun., Samuel Chase, William Paca, 
John Hall, ana! Thomas Stone, Esqrs., or either of them, 
the. sum of five hundred Pounds, common money; and that 
the Treasurer of the Eastern Shore pay to the Honour- 
able Matthew Tilghman and Robert Goldsborough, Esqrs., 
or eit.hei_Qfjh.em, the sum of two hundred Pounds, common 
money, fo defray the expenses of their deputation to the 
next Continental Congress. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
the Delegates who attended the late Congress the sum of 
one hundred and twenty-six Pounds sixteen Shillings and 
six Pence, common money, out of the bills of credit to be 
issued, being the balance of their actual expenses; and that 
the several Counties which have not already paid in their 
proportion of money for support of said Delegates shall pay 
the same as, soon as may be, to said Treasurer, for the use 
of the publick. 

Resfil&ed, That there be a Convention of Delegates of 
this Province ^Annapolis, on the third Tuesday of March 
next, or on such day before that time as shall be appointed 
by the Council of Safety. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to report the 
expenses attending the sitting of this Convention, and that 
Mr. Chase and Mr. Goldsborough be a Committee for that 
purpose, 

Who reported the expenses as follows, to wit : 
To Gabriel Duvall, for 20 days attendance as Clerk, 

at 20s._ common money, per day, - - £20 
To Robert Reynolds, for 20 days attendance as 

door-keeper, at 10*. per day, - - 10 

To Robert Reynolds, for candles and cleaning 

the room, ..... ^ 
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£31 10 



Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
the above sums. 

Ordered, That John Hall, Charles Carroll, of Carroll- 
ton, William Paca, and Matthias Hammond, Esquires, be 
a Committee to revise the proceedings of this Convention, 
and publish such of them as they may think proper, and 
convey a number, securely made up, to each County, as 
soon as may be. 

So ends this Convention. ^ 

test: G. Duvall, Cleric. 

[No. 1.] 
PETITION OF PATRICK GRAHAM. 

To the Honourable the Deputies for Maryland, met in 

Convention at Annapolis : 
The humble Petition of Patrick Graham, of Port- 
Tobacco, in Charles County, sheweth : 
That some time ago he very justly incurred the displea- 
sure and resentment of the County, and the censure of the 



Committee of Charles County, for a breach of the Re- 
solves of the honourable Continental Congress, by aiding 
a certain John Baillie secretly to land and dispose of sun- 
dry Goods imported by him contrary to those Resolves : 
Your Petitioner sincerely laments his imprudence and ill 
conduct, and being deeply sensible of his offence, with con- 
trition for the same, and his most solemn promise and 
assurance, never more to do or encourage any thing inimi- 
cal to American freedom, he most humbly solicits this Con- 
vention that he may be restored to his former rights of a 
citizen, as he has already suffered greatly, not only in his 
own person, property, and reputation, but should he con- 
tinue much longer in the present situation, his offence must 
reduce an innocent wife and four young children to beggary 
and ruin. 

We, the subscribers, being satisfied of the hearty re- 
pentance of Patrick Graham, set forth in the above Peti- 
tion, do recommend him to the consideration and clemency 
of the honourable Convention. 



T. B. Franklin, 
Daniel McPherson, 
Walter McPherson, 
Zephaniah Turner, 
Marcus Latimer, 
Thomas Waters, 
Samuel Stone, Jun., 
Joseph Aderton, 
Walter Winter, 
George Swan, 
Bennet Dyson, 
Bennet H. Clements, 
Charles Goodrich, 
Edw. Boarman, Sen., 
Raphael Boarman, 
Wm. Barton Smoot, 
Burr Barnes, 
Edward Sanders, 
Henry Barnes, 
Henry Ward, 
Joseph Thompson, 
Zephaniah Franklin, 
Raphael Neale, 
Jno. F. Regis Sanders, 
James Clarke, 
John Sanders, 
Samuel Cox, 
Thomas H. Powell, 
William Elgin, Sen.', 
John Stone, 
James Mudd, 
Jonathan Sposnal, 
John Manning, 
Thomas McPherson, 
Robert Surrat, 
Samuel Stone, 
Garrard Boarman, 
William Jones, 
John Clements, of F., 



Samucl_C. Barron, 
Joseph Martrary, 
Charles Gates, 
Thomas Simmes, 
Edward Davis, 
Joseph W. Harrison, 
Samuel Hanson, Jun., 
William Taylor, 
Andrew Menitwood, 
Thomae i Marshall, 
William Davis, 

FranciS-Sliephard, 
"Belah Posey, 

Benjamin Douglass, 
John B. Delozide, 
Ignatius Lucket, 
HezekiahJJarjier, 
Tno. Christo. Layman, 
James Farnandis, 
Matthew Garner, 
James Seward, 
Thomas Posey, 
Edward Smoot, 
Joseph Sims, 
Hy. Massey Hanson, 
Walter Hanson, 
Anthony C. Gray, 
Francis Posey, 
Samuel Briscoe, 
Henry Chandler, 
Thomas H. Morrison, 
Edw. Scott Ware, 
Anthony Rowe, 
Walter Hanson, Jun., 
William Campbell, 
Thomas Hanson, 
G, B. Causin, 
James Vineyard, 



James Mudd, Jun., 
Thomas R. Cookley, 
John Luckett, 
Samuel Adams, 
J. Parnham, 
James Waters, 
Ledstone Godfrey, 
Wm. McPherson, Jr., 
William WaterR, 
Samuel Marshall, 
Josias Smoot, 
Benjamin Wood, 
Edward Warren, 
Richard Speake, 
Charles Garner, 
William McConchie, 
Alex. McPherson,Jr., 
Henry Gardner, 
Peter H. Proley, 
Henry Boarman, 
Peter Davis, 
WijiTH. Smallwood, 
DaviJ Philpot, 
Walter Pye, 
George Elgin, 
Thomas Thornton, 
Benjamin V. Posoy, 
Thos.Howe Red gate, 
Ben Carwood, Jun., 
Stephen Chandler, 
Francis Clements, 
Notley Maddocke, Sr. 
Philip Webster, 
Notley Maddocke.Jr., 
James Simms, 
Joseph Boswell, 
R. Bennet Boarman, 
William Cox. 



[No. 2.] 
PETITION OF JOHN BAILLIE. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Convention of Mary- 
land: 
The humble Petition of John Baillie sheweth : 

That he now lies under the influence and suffers the 
extremity of a heavy, though just sentence of the Com- 
mittee of Charles County, for having wilfully, though, in 
some degree,_ignorantly broke the Association of the hon- 
ourable Continental Congress. 

Your petitioner is truly sensible that the sentence passed 
by theCommittee is founded in justice, but executed with 
such rigour that it has been with the most extreme and 
hazardous difficulty he could obtain the necessary food to 
support a life rendered miserable by his conduct and the 
above-mentioned sentence. 

Your petitioner begs leave to inform this respectable 
Convention, that no one views his conduct in a more odious 
light than himself; and should you be pleased to forgive 
your petitioner his past transgressions, and place him in his 
former state, with respect to the people and laws of this 
Province, he most solemnly promises to adhere strictly for 
the future to the Continental Association, and to do every 
thing in his_ power which can any way or in. any manner 
forward the interest of this Country. 

Your petitioner, therefore, most humbly prays that you 
will take his case into consideration, and that you will be 
pleased in your goodness to forgive his past crime, which 
he will endeavour to atone for, as far as he can, by his 
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future conduct. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray. 



H. Davis, 



Wm. G. Adams, 



John S. Chilton, Reuben Dve. 

[No. 3.] 
To the Honourable the_ Delegates of the Province of Ma- 
ryland, in Provincial Convention assembled: 
The Petition of Alexander Ocg, Merchant of Calvert 

County, sheweth : 

That your petitioner has, without any intention of vio- 
lating either the Continental Association or Provincial 
Resolves, sold a few Goods at a greater advance than was 
allowed by the Resolves of the Provincial Convention ; 
in consequence of which the Committee of Calvert County, 
agreeable to the Provincial Resolution, published your peti- 
tioner in the Maryland Gazette as an offender; by which 
publication your petitioner is prevented from pursuing any 
methodto enforce the payment of the debts due to him. 

Your petitioner Tn the most solemn manner declares his 
hearty sorrow and repentance for his transgression, and as 
the people of the County are fully satisfied that your peti- 
tioner will not i n word or deed transgress in future, he prays 
that your Honours will restore him to his former condition, 
so that he. may pursue his business. And your petitioner, 
as in duty bound, will pray. 

[No. 3.] 
To the Honourable Provincial Convention, Annapolis. 

In Committee for Prince. George's County, Mr. Tho- 
mas Gantt, Chairman ; Thomas Williams, Clerk. 

In consequence of a recommendation from the honour- 
able Provincial Convention, directed to the General Com- 
mittee of Observation for Prince George's County, Mr. 
Christopher Lowndes attended. The following questions 
were asked him, viz : 

Quest. 1st. Whether the Brig Harriet, Captain William 
Scott, master, cleared out in May, 1775, by Mr. Lowndes, 
of this Province, for Barbadoes, was seized and carried 
to Boston by some officer or officers of His Majesty's 
Ships-of-War there stationed ? 

Ansiver. She was not taken nor carried to Boston. 

Quest. 2d, Whether Mr. Lowndes ever received any 
Letter from Henry Lloyd, of Boston, respecting the said 
Brig Harriet or Cargo. 

Answer. He never received any. 

Mr. Lowndes produced the following evidences in his 
defence : 

Letters to Mr. Lowndes, from his correspondents in Bar- 
badoes, dated July 1st, 13th, and 14th, and from Philip 
Lytcott & Co. ; from which it appears that 19 barrels of 
Flour, 2,545 bushels of Corn, 397 bars of Iron, 20 barrels 
of Pork, 20 barrels of Herring, 19,865 Shingles, and 2,718 
Staves, were landed for Mr. Lowndes's account. 

A Letter from Mr. Biddle, of Philadelphia, was pro- 
duced by Mr. Thomas Richardson, of Georgetown, dated 
31st July, saying that Captain Scott was arrived at Barba- 
does, and that the Bread shipped by Mr. Richardson on 
board the Brig Harriet, was sold. 

By the above evidence, and the deposition of John Tol- 
son, who was a passenger on board the Brig Harriet to 
and from Barbadoes, it appears clear to this Committee, 
that there is not the least foundation for the charge of col- 
lusion propagated against Mr. Lowndes. 

Mr. Lowndes pays these proceedings, with Mr. Tol- 
son's deposition at large, may be published in the Mary- 
land Gazette, for his vindication to the publick. 

It is tbe opinion of this Committee, that these proceed- 
ings be published as soon as possible. 

Signed by order: Thomas Williams, Clerk. 

COPT OF JOHN T0L,S0N'S DEPOSITION. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for 
Prince George's County, at the house of Richard Carries, 
in Piscataway, on Friday, the fourth day of August, 1775, 
Present : William Digges, Jun., Chairman; Wm. Beams, 
Junior, Luke Marbury, Thomas Dent, Edward Edelin, 
Nathaniel Newton, Thomas Clagett, and Richard Cames. 

In consequence of its being recommended by the Pro- 



vincial Convention to the General ..Committee of Observa- 
tion for the County aforesaid, to call all evidences before 
them who may be expected can give the proper informa- 
tion respecting a report that prevails of Mr. Christopher 
Lowndes having cleared out a Brig from this Province for 
Barbadoes with Provisions, that were thrown into the 
hands of some of the officers of His Majesty's Ships-of- 
War, for the purpose of supplying the Army under the 
command of General Gage, this Committee summoned 
before them Mr. John Tolson, aged sixteen years, and of 
good reputation, who being sworn on the Holy Evangelists 
of Almighty God, before Luke Marbury:, one of the Right 
Honourable the Lord Proprietary's Justices of the Peace 
for Prince George's County, deposeth and saith, that 
on or about the twentieth day of May last, he sailed from 
Alexandria, on board the Brig Harriet, Captain William 
Scott, belonging to the said Christopher Lowndes, and 
that he went passenger on board of her to the Island of 
Barbadoes, where she discharged her cargo, and that to 
his, the said deponent's knowledge, she did not discharge 
or dispose of any part of it till she arrived in the. Road of 
Barbadoes; and that no part of the said cargo was put into 
the hands of any officer of His Majesty's Ships-of-War, for 
the purpose of supplying them or the Army under the 
command of General Gage. 

This deponent likewise saith, that \n Hampton Roads, 
on their way out, they were boarded by some people who 
said they belonged to a vessel of war, who took one of the 
hands from the said Brig, and this deponent saith no more. 

John Tolson. 

Sworn before : Li*ke Marbcry. 

Ordered, That a copy of these proceedings be sent to 
the Provincial Convention, now sitting at Annapolis. 

True copy from the Records. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

Thomas Clagett, Clerk. 

[No. 4.] 
Richmond, Virginia, July 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Convention of Delegates for this 
Colony, now sitting, have almost unanimously come to 
the enclosed resolution, for stopping the exportation of all 
kinds of provisions after the fifth day of next month. 

At a time when the most secret arts are practising to 
furnish our enemies with the means of protracting the un- 
happy dispute with the Mother Country, the necessity of 
adopting this measure appears so evident, that this Colony 
have cheerfully sacrificed a very considerable part of its 
property by agreeing to this resolution. 

I am directed to transmit the resolution to you as early 

as possible, and have no doubt but you will as cheerfully 

come to a similar one. I am, with great respect, your 

most obedient servant, r>„™„„ t? „ „„ 

' rEYTON Kandolph, 

President of the Convention. 

In Convention, Monday, July 24, 1775. 
Resolved, That no Flour, Wheat, or other Grain, or 
Provisions of any kind, be exported from this Colony to 
any part of the world, from and after the fifth day of Au- 
gust next, until the Convention or Assembly of this Co- 
lony, or the honourable the Continental Congress, shall 
order otherwise ; that no quantities of the said articles, 
more than are necessary for the use of the inhabitants, 
be brought to, collected, or stored in the Towns or other 
places upon or near the navigable waters; that the respect- 
ive County Committees be directed to take care that this 
Resolve be effectually carried into execution ; and that all 
contracts made for the sale and delivery of any such articles 
for exportation, between this time and the tenth day of 
September next, be considered as null and void. 

Peyton Randolph, President. 

[No. 5.] ■ 
PETITION OF A. CAMPBELL AND W. LILBURN. 

To the Honourable Provincial Convention : 

The Petition of Archibald Campbell and William 

Likburn humbly sheweth : 

That your petitioners have undesignedly fallen under the 
censure of the Committee of St. Mary's County, for a 
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supposed breach of the Resolves of the late Provincial 
Convention; which censure, they apprehend, was ground- 
ed on a misconception of tlieletter and spirit of the pre- 
sBrihetTregiirations, and therefore beg leave to submit the 
pfne, together with a copy of the proceedings of the afore- 
said Committee, to the consideration of the honourable 
Convention. 

They beg leave to represent, that for a considerable time 
past they have been engaged in mercantile transactions, 
the first as factor for John Glassford and Company, and 
the other for James Buchanan and Company, at their re- 
spective stores on Potomack River, which concerns have 
chiefly related to vending of Goods for Tobacco, and ship- 
ping the same to their principals in Great Britain; that 
many" persons have constantly dealt at their several stores 
on credit, and have been supplied with such commodities 
as they imported for sale ; in return for which they have 
received Tobacco payments, and applied the same in load- 
ing such vessels as were consigned to them by their con- 
stituents. They further represent, that in this commercial 
intercourse their usual customers have always relied on 
them to supply their exigencies, and that justice and grati- 
tude prompted them not to abuse the confidence reposed 
in them, by disposing of their effects to others, in prejudice 
of those with whom they constantly traded. 

That their conduct in this respect is not singular, but 
coniorrrjaiile to the general practice of those who are en- 
gaged in similar trarTick, cannot be denied ; and they are 
Induced to think that on mature consideration it cannot be 
deemed an infraction of these Resolves, (which they are 
anxious to observe,) but justifiable on every principle of 
reason and justice. 

Your petitioners shew, that in the present scarcity of 
British manufacture, they had not any greater quantity of 
coarse Linens than was sufficient for the use of those who, 
for the reasons suggested, they were bound to supply; and 
that the said Archibald Campbell had engaged all the 
Osnaburghs remaining in his store to the different customers 
who frequented it. From hence it will appear, tliat he 
could not, consistent either with his express or implied con- 
tracts, furnish Mr. Reeder with the articles he requested ; 
the refusal of which is a ground for the late complaint 
against hirm 

Your petitioner, Archibald Campbell, also shewetb, that 
he had received advice of a vessel intended to be consigned 
to him, and which shortly after arrived, to be laden with 
Tobacco. That be had no other means of procuring her 
cargo, than by the sale of Goods to those who usually sup- 
plied him with that commodity. If, therefore, he was com- 
pelled to receive Cash for his Merchandise, the vessel must 
have returned without her freight, to the great injury and 
expense of his employer: add to this, as an obvious con- 
sequence of such compulsion, that any rival in trade with 
a command of Cash, might buy up the Goods of others, 
and thereby gain an undue advantage in this branch, of 
commerce. It may not be improper further to remark, 
that in the course of retail dealings, it is necessary to keep 
an assortment of Merchandise, and that an uncontrolled 
liberty to the purchaser, and an obligation on the seller to 
permit him to select all the saleable articles in a store, 
would be promoting the interest of one at the ruin of the 
other ; nor can a charge of partiality or oppression be 
with justice alleged against a merchant who is desirous of 
preferring those "who resort to him for general supplies to 
him whose application is casual, for a scarce and necessary 
article. 

Your petitioners further shew, that they have endea- 
voured to pay due deference to such regulations as were 
thought necessary for publick interest, and have contributed 
with cheerfulness to the general service ; they, therefore, 
feel with the most poignant concern their late (and flatter 
themselves) unmerited proscription. 

They have however the consolation to declare, that if 
they have erred jt was without consciousness of guilt, and 
hope integrity of intention may not be imputed to them as 
wilful disobedience. On this subject the discernment of 
their present judges renders prolixity of argument unne- 
cessary, and to their decision they submit with respectful 
acquiescence. 

On what particular part of the sixth Resolve the Com- 
mittee have thought proper to ground their sentence, is not 



certainly known. If conjecture is indulged, the following 
words may be supposed to comprise the accusation: "That 
no merchant or other person ought to engross any Goods, 
Wares, or Merchandise, whatsoever." As laws should 
admonish before they condemn, it is difficult to conceive 
with what propriety this restrictive rule could be applied 
to the case in question, Engrossing is, in legal idea, an 
unjust accumulation of property, with an intent to sell it 
again; which, by enhancing the price, tends to the publick 
injury. If the acquisition is lawful, one constituent part of 
the offence is wanting, and the term in tbe_ Resolve is not 
properly applicable. To say that the word may have an 
extensive import to comprehend what is not expressed, 
would be to confound language, and entrap the unwary. 
With submission permit us to observe, that we ought not 
in these instances to substitute artificial for real conviction, 
and thereby give footing to a code of polity which may 
hereafter be turned to the destruction of that manly free- 
dom for which we are now contending. Who can be safe 
if we resort to subtle and criminal construction as the glos- 
sary of common life ? 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that the pro- 
ceedings of the Committee may be reconsidered. If they 
have erred, let concessions deprecate resentment ; it is, 
however, hoped that a rectitude of intention will shield 
them from imputed guilt. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the County 
of St. Mary's, held at the Court-House in Leonardtown, 
on Tuesday, the eighteenth day of July, Anno Domini 
1775: : : : -~.:.:; 

Mr. John Reeder, Junior, in the Chair; 

Among other were the following proceedings, to wit: 

On complaint made by Doctor Henry Reeder against 
Mr. Archibald Campbell, factor for John Glassford, Esq., 
and Company, at their store in Leonardtown, for refusing 
him Goods for ready money, and at the same time declaring, 
that he would not sell his Goods for Cash, but for Tobacco 
only: 

Resolved, That Mr. Archibald Campbell be required 
immediately to attend this Committee, to answer unto the 
matter wherewith charged. 

Whereupon, Mr. Archibald Campbell appearing, Doctor 
Henry Reeder was, by and in the presence of the said 
Archibald Campbell, examined relative to the complaint as 
aforesaid made, who proved the fact as alleged to the ge- 
neral satisfaction of the Committee; who thereupon pro- 
ceeded (after having first heard what Mr. Campbell had to 
offer in his defence) to take into their consideration the 
tendency of such a procedure ; which, upon being fully 
debated, duly weighed, and maturely considered, was almost 
unanimously judged to be a manifest violation of the sixth 
Resolve of the Provincial Convention, held at Annapolis 
by adjournment, on the eighth day of December, 1774. 

And therefore, Resolved, for ourselves and constituents, 
That no Gentleman of the Law, from this time forward, 
ought to bring or prosecute any suit for any debt due to 
the store of John Glassford, Esquire, and Company, at 
Leonardtown, of which the said factor, Mr. Archibald 
Campbell, has the management. 

Resolved, also, That the proceedings against the said 
Archibald Campbell be published in the Maryland Ga- 
zette, to the intent that all persons concerned may have 
due notice thereof. 

At the same time, upon complaint made by Captain 
George Cooke, against Mr. William Lilbum, factor for 
Mr. James Buchanan and Company, at their store at St. 
Inegoe's Warehouse, for acting Tn a similar manner; which 
the said William Lilbum, here present, admits to be true : 

Resolved, That the said Lilbum has violated the afore- 
said Resolve, and that he also be published in the Mary- 
land Gazette, to the intent as aforesaid. 

In testimony that the aforegoing is a true copy taken 
from the Minutes kept for the Committee for the County 
of St. Mary's, I have hereunto set my hand, this twenty- 
second day of July, Annoque Domini 1 775. 

Timothy Bowers, Clerk of the Committee. 

[No. 6.] 
At a special meeting of the Committee, at the Court- 
House, on Tuesday, the 13th July, at four o'clock, P. M. 
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Present: Mr. William Smith in the Chair, and twenty- 
eight Members : 

A Letter from James Christie, Junior, Merchant of this 
Town, directed to Lieutenant-Colonel Gabriel Christie, 
of His Majesty's Sixtieth Regiment, at Antigua, having 
been intercepted, was laid before the Committee, and 
ordered to be read ; which was accordingly done, and the 
following paragraphs are part of its contents : 

" Baltimore, February 22, 1775. 

"We are in such horrible confusion here with our poli- 
ticks there is no depending on any thing ; and that, added 
to other things, makes me wish myself out of the Province, 
We are little behind the New-Englanders in mustering, 
purchasing arms, ammunition, &c. We have some violent 
fanatical spirits among us, who do every thing in their 
power to run tilings to the utmost extremity, and they have 
gone so far that we moderate people are under a necessity 
of uniting for our own defence, after being threatened with 
expulsion, loss of life, &.c, for not acceding to what we 
deem treason and rebellion. 

" The Provost and family are very well. Our publick 
affairs vex him, and he wishes himself away; but 1 know 
not when, or if ever that will happen. A part of yours, or 
any other Regiment, I believe, would keep us very quiet." 

The Committee then summoned Mr. Christie to attend 
them, but being confined to his bed, he was unable to do 
it. They then sent Messrs. James Calhoun, William 
Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, Thomas Jones, William 
Goodwin, and Isaac Vanbibber, to wait on him at his.house, 
and inquire whether the said Letter was wrote by him. 

The gentlemen returned, and report that Mr. Christie 
had been shown the Letter, and acknowledged that it was 
wrote by him, but requested that any further proceedings 
thereon might be postponed until his health would permit 
his personal attendance. 

The Committee not flunking it proper to comply with 
his request, as Mr. Christie had confessed that he had 
wrote the Letter, immediately gave him notice thereof. 
Upon which Mr. Robert Christie attended on his behalf; 
but it growing late, and many of the Members being with- 
drawn, the Committee directed a guard of nine men, under 
the command of an officer, to be placed round Mr. Chris- 
tie's house, and then adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 
nine o'clock. 

Friday, July 14, 1775. 

The Committee met according to adjournment. Pre- 
sent: Mr. William Smith, Chairman, and thirty-two Mem- 
bers. 

They resumed the business of yesterday. Mr. Robert 
Christie, Junior, attended, and declared, that Mr. James 
Christie was very sorry for the Letter he had wrote Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Christie ; that he did not mean any harm 
by it, and that he was very willing to acquiesce in the de- 
termination of the Committee. 

On motion, Resolved, That Dr. John Boyde and Mr. 
John McLure (Members of the Committee) do wait on 
Mr. Christie, and inquire of him who those moderate 
people were that united for their defence, as mentioned in 
his Letter, and that they take his answer in writing. 

The gentlemen returned, and report, that Mr. Christie 
declared there never was any association between him and 
his friends for the purpose alluded to, or for any other pur- 
pose, and all that he remembers to have passed on the occa- 
sion was, that some time last winter he was informed, that 
he, with some of his.fr'iends, were to be made a publick ex- 
ample of, for not unitingwith the Town in the present oppo- 
sition : and this being spoken of accidentally among two or 
three of his friends, if was proposed, whether an association 
for mutual defence would be advisable; but no determina- 
tion being then made, and they soon after being convinced 
that no threats worth notice had been thrown out against 
them, the matter dropped, and was never afterwards thought 
of, or attempted, and that it was at this time of doubt and 
apprehension that he had wrote the Letter in question, 
which accounts for that part of it alluded to in this inquiry. 
The Committee proceeded to take Mr. Christie's con- 
duct with respect to said Letter into further and deliberate 
consideration, and were unanimously of opinion, that by 
representing in said Letter the people of this Town to be 
concerned m treasonable and rebellious practices, and that 



a number of soldiers would keep them quiet, he has mani- 
fested^ a spirit and principle altogether inimical to the rights, 
privileges, and liberties of America. They do, therefore, 
think it their duty to advertise the said James Christie, 
Junior, as an enemy to this Country, and all persons are 
desired to break off all connection and intercourse with 
him. __ 

The Committee do further Resolve, That as the crime of 
which the said James Christie is guilty is of so dangerous 
and atrocious a nature, they will lay the same before their 
Delegates at the Continental Congress, for their advice ; 
and in the mean time it is _ .,.;,..'.'. , , „ 

Ordered, That as Mr. Christie is confined to his bed, 
and cannot be removed with safety to a place of security, 
the same guard be continued at his house, to prevent any 
escape attempted either by himself or the assistance of his 
friends, and that Mr. Christie pay each man five Shillings 
for each twenty-four hours, and the officer seven Shillings 
and six Pence. 

A report having been circulated that a number of Arms 
and a quantity of Ammunition were secretly lodged in the 
house of Mr. James Christie, and the same, being men- 
tioned in the Committee, they directed two of their Mem- 
bers, Captain Clopper and Mr. James Cox, to go im- 
mediately and search Mr. Christie's house ; which they 
accordingly did, and reported that they had examined the . 
house attentively in every part, attended by Mr. Robert 
Christie, Junior, and that they only found two Guns and 
a pair of Pistols, and no Ammunition, and were convinced 
no others were in the house. 

At a special meeting of the Committee, July 21, 1775. 
Present: Mr. Samuel Purviance in the Chair, and twenty 
Members. 

A Letter from the Deputies of this Province at the Con- 
tinental Congress was laid before the Committee, wherein 
they inform the Committee that they had laid the Pro- 
ceedings on Mr. Christie's Letter before the Congress, and 
that body thought it proper to refer it to the Provincial 
Convention. 

The following Letter was laid before the Committee : 

"July 21, 1775. 
" Sir : I am now a little better, and the doctor is of 
opinion that fresh air and moderate exercise would contri- 
bute much to restoring my health. I have to entreat of 
you to represent this to the Committee, and to request of 
them for me that if they think proper I may have my lib- 
erty for the above purpose, on my giving such security as 
the Committee may require for my appearance before them 
when required. Your favour in this will oblige, Sir, your 
most obedient servant, James Christie, Jun. 

"To Mr. Samuel Purviance, Chairman of the Committee." 

On considering the premises, the Committee refer the 
determination to a fuller Committee on Monday next, and 
in the mean time that Mr. Christie may be permitted to 
ride out attended by his guard. 

At a meeting of the Committee, July 24, 1775, Pre- 
sent Mr. Samuel Purviance in the Chair, and forty Mem- 
bers : 

Mr. Robert Christie appeared in behalf of Mr. James 
Christie, and requested that his guard might be dismissed 
pn security being given to the satisfaction of the Commit- 
tee for his appearance before the Committee or Provincial 
Convention when thereunto required, and that he would 
not depart the Province without their permission ; which 
being debated, it was resolved to accept five securities, by 
a majority of twenty-one to fourteen, and accordingly the 
following security was entered into and signed. 

Copy from the Minutes : Wm. Lux, Sec'y, 

" I do hereby solemnly engage not to depart this Pro- 
vince without the permission and consent of the Committee 
of Observation for Baltimore County, or the Provincial 
Convention, first had and obtained. As witness'my hand 
this twenty-fourth day of July, 1775. 

"James Christie, Jun. 

"Witness: Robert Alexander, Richard Buchanan." 

"We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do hereby 
undertake and solemnly engage that James Christie, of 
Baltmort Town, shall not depart this Province without 
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the permission and consent of the Committee of Observa- 
tion for Baltimore County, or the Provincial Convention, 
first had and obtained, but shall stay and abide the deter- 
mination and sentence that shall or may be pronounced 
against him by the next Provincial Convention, for the 
heinous offence committed by him against the community; 
and in case the said James Christie shall depart this Pro- 
vince without such leave, we and each of us do hereby 
voluntarily agree to submit to the same punishment that 
would have been inflicted on the said James Christie if 
he had not departed. As witness our hands this twenty- 
fourth day of July, 1775. 

" Rob't Christie, Jun., A. Stenhouse, 
" Henry Stevenson, John Craig, 

"James Jaffray. Euen'r. Mackie. 



: Witness : 



W. Smith. 
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Mclvill's Warehouse, August 2, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Caroline County, 
Captain Matthew Driver in the (.'hair ; were present : 
Messrs. Thomas Hardcastlc, Giles Hicks, Daniel Skin- 
ner, Thomas Pennington, Aaron Dowries, William Rich, 
John White, William Uaslett, William Cliiphy, Ezckiel, 
Hunter, Robert Hardcastle, David Robinson, John Ste- 
vens, William Bell, and Solomon Mason, Esquires. 

The Committee being informed by Capt. Henry Dowries 
that he having been advised that a certain John Williams 
had endeavoured to dissuade sundry persons enrolled in 
his Company from mustering, and had made use of many 
expressions which highly reflected on the Americans, for 
having taken up arms in defence of their lights and privi- 
leges, which had induced him, assisted by many of the 
Sons of Liberty, to take the said Williams, on the six- 
teenth day of June last, and carry him to Tuckahoe Bridge ; 
but after some inquiries had been made by the people then 
present, they judged it most expedient to refer Williams 
to the Committee of Observation for a discussion of his 
conduct, and the first Wednesday of August was fixed for 
a meeting of the Committee for that purpose ; agreeable 
to which appointment the said Williams now appears. 

Patrick Hart and James Walker being both duly sworn, 
depose and declare, that John Williams did censure them 
both for mustering, and said they took up arms against 
their King, and were fools. 

And it further appears to this Committee, that when 
Companies were first formed, agreeable to the recommen- 
dation of the Provincial Convention, that the said Williams 
joined a certain John Cooper in forming a Company to act 
in opposition to said recommendation ; and after Cooper 
had renounced those principles, and resigned his post in 
said Company, he the said Williams did persist and en- 
deavour to keep up said Company, and now declares that 
he never will exercise on the principles now adopted for 
the preservation of our constitutional rights. 

Resolved, That he be kept by the Sheriff of this County, 
assisted by a Guard of a Sergeant and six Men, in the 
Jail, until otherwise ordered by the Provincial Convention 
or this Committee. 

Ordered, That Thomas Hardcastle be appointed to go 
to Annapolis, and present a copy of this day's proceedings 
to the Provincial Convention, now sitting, and there beg 
their instructions in writing to this Committee respecting 
the above-named John Williams. 

The Committee adjourns to Monday next. 

A true copy: Henry Dowses, Jun.. Clerk. 

[No. 8.j 

To the Honourable Convention at Annapolis : 
The Petition of Richard Henderson, of Bladens- 

borgh, humbly sheiveth : 

That your petitioner being in great hazard of his person 
and property, through the means of another, begs leave to 
lay before you the following facts, which are substantially 
true although, from the confusion usually thrown upon 
the mind in times of extreme and unexpected danger, they 
may not be in every minute point fully related. 

On Monday last, the 31st of July, being for the day 



commanding officer of the Blctdensburgh Company, a 
letter from Colonel Joshua Beall was put into my hands, 
to be read to the Company. Our Company was not full, 
wherefore 1 put the letter into my pocket, intending to wait 
the coming of more men. But the Company being impa- 
tient, I opened it, and to my astonishment found that it 
contained an intercepted letter, written by a youth who 
assisted at my store, expressing the strongest sentiments. 
I called for the Clerk to read it, but he being absent, I was 
forced to read it. The Company then proposed to put 
the youth, whose name is George Munro, under arrest, 
unless some person would be answerable for his appear- 
ance before the Committee on the next day. 

1 refused to be answerable, so he had sentries placed on 
him ; but afterwards, he being sick, and it seeming to be 
the wish of the Company that 1 should become answerable, 
I complied. 

On Tuesday morning I saw him, and he expressed no 
apprehension about appearing before the Committee ; and 
therefore, at the beating to arms, 1 joined the Company, 
and never afterwards saw him, being with the Company 
constantly till near evening, when I was sent for by the 
Committee, and asked to bring Mr. Munro. I went, but 
about noon a great number of men, with loaded arms, 
having come to Town, and declared their determination to 
tar and feather him, and having brought an old, lean, sore- 
hacked, dull horse, whereon to set him and drum him 
through the Town, whatever might be the sentiments of 
the Committee, the youth was struck with an agony oi 
fear, and rode off. It must have been the fright which 
induced him to go, for he had an opportunity in the night. 
When it was found that he was gone, the people out ot 
doors having beset the Committee, became outrageous, 
and at last, after I had done all in my power with the 
utmost difficulty, they allowed the Committee to grant me 
till Monday next to produce Mr. Munro. I had before 
this sent two active men, appointed by the people, after 
him, at my expense, and there are two men gone since, to 
whom I pay a dollar a day each, their expenses, and find 
horses. 

Notwithstanding all this, and that I made oath that I 
fully expected he would not have gone away before attend- 
ing the Committee, the private animosity of some men 
renders my property insecure, and brings my family into 
the utmost terrour. Jasper Wirt, who built the house in 
which I have peaceably lived for these ten years, has 
endeavoured to get people to join him in pulling it down, 
alleging that when I drew the articles of agreement which 
he and I interchangeably signed and sealed, I read those 
parts only which I thought fit, and passed over other parts, 
thereby deceiving him : every part of which allegation 1 
have already offered to Captain Andrew Beall's Company 
to prove, and can at any time prove by authentick papers 
to be utterly false. 

At the request of your petitioner, the Committee have 
appointed Monday next to determine what course of con- 
duct should be pursued ; however, there is reason to fear, 
from the temper and disposition of many who were present 
at the late examination, that the attempts of the Commit- 
tee to preserve peace and good order will prove ineffectual, 
unless this Convention will take the matter under their con- 
sideration, and manifest the impropriety and injustice of 
inflicting punishment on a person no otherwise culpable 
than by being incapable of procuring the absconded party, 
whose flight was occasioned by a breach of that good order 
which was by a former Convention enjoined. 

Richard Henderson. 

Anne Arundel County, ss., Aug. 4, 1775 : 

Richard Henderson made oath that the foregoing narra- 
tive is, to the best of his knowledge, just and true. 
Sworn before me : William Eddis. 

In Committee, Bladcnsburgh, August 7, 1775. 

Mr. Tliomas Gantt, Chairman. 

The Committee took into consideration the Letter from 
the honourable Provincial Congress, relative to Mr. Mun- 
ro' s escape from Bladensburgh, and are of opinion, that 
Mr. Richard Henderson was no ways aiding, assisting, or 
even privy to the said George Munro' s escape. 

Signed by order : Thomas Williams, Clerk. 
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Prince George's County, Aug.'3, 1775: 

1, Thomas Macgill, being one of jhe Committee of the 
County aforesaid, make oath on A the~HoIy~Eva ngelists of 
Almighty God, that on Tues day last , after Jasper Wirt, 
with a body of people, had expressed great vengeance 
against Richard Henderson, 1 Fas in company with James 
Hoggau, and Jasper Wirt comhrg-tfppMr. Iloggan asked 
him why he was so violent ; ^\\Wic\i. Jasper said that 
he had now dispersed the company, but they would meet 
again on Monday. Mr. Hoggan asked him what the 
people would meet for; to \\ihch_ Jasper answered, that 
he had not yet forgotten the building of Mr. Henderson's 
house. t~z: TThomas IVTacgill. 



Before me: 



Christopher" Lowndes . 



[No. 9J" 



To the Honourable the Delegates of the Freemen of the 
Province of Maryland, in Qonventionnow assembled: 

The Memorial of James Chr istt ii. Tun., of Baltimore 
County, humbly sheweth : ~:; — ~ ~~ 

That your memorialist did, cm tbejwenty-second day of 
February last, write the letter (a copy of which is hereunto 
annexed) to his friend and cousin ^^mahtr, Uleutenant- 
Colonel Christie, in the Islandlof Antigua ; that at the 
time of writing the said letter:iyoTir~TTieTriOTfalist unfortu- 
nately could not approve of the measures then p ursued in 
this Province, as a Petition from the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress was then lying at lTielgoTof iheT Throne of 
Great Britain, the result of whTcfl was_not at ; that time 
known in America. =^:,^=====,=^= 

That the said letter having" "been intercepted by means 
to your memorialist altogether unFnovvn, was, on the 13th 
of July, instant, laid before the~tJommittec ofj5a llimore 
County, who came to such res olution s on the same as will 
appear to this Convention by c opVo f the proceedings here- 
unto annexed. That in pursu aTJtie of the said resolutions, 
your memorialist has already suffered a painful imprison- 
ment, and hath paid to the guard appointecTby the Com- 
mittee the sum of thirty-one Pounds, seventeen Shillings 
and six Pence, current money, arwIII appear by the receipt 
for the same, ready to be produced. 

That by a subsequent Resolution of the sailf Commit- 
tee on the 2.4th instant, the saiiTguard was discharged, on 
the application of your memor raiisTlb~r"n)j't"p'un' )ose, upon 
your memorialist giving an obligation, with five securities, 
not to depart the Province wit hout leave of "the said Com- 
mittee, or this Convention. ATid your meTinorTalist pre- 
sumes, with all deference, to siy^jliat the letter in ques- 
tion, the contents of which has excited so much uneasiness 
in the minds of the good peo|>Te"o7 this Province, could 
not be productive of any ill effect, bein g wrote by a private 
individual to his friend and relation, a person who had not 
the power, if he had the inclination," and who, from regard 
to his own private interest, and jTom t he ti es pr blood, (his 
wife, family, and fortune, beirjgTh this Country,) cannot 
be supposed to be active in devising measures to crush the 
liberties thereof. And in the most solemrTman ner your 
memorialist avers, that he never narboured a wish to intro- 
duce a military force into this Province for the purpose of 
enslaving the inhabitants thereof. A"nII y our memorialist 
begs lenve to add, that he is e^eSelylsorry. that his pri- 
vate opinion should have giveTrrmy offence ; he was far 
from intending any; he considered himself as writing to a 
friend in confidence, and had no expectation or wish that 
such private opinions would ever appearTrrputTick, or be 
productive of any publick measures whatever. 

That the said Committee having referred all further pro- 
ceedings on your memorialist's case.lo tlie^gentlcmen dele- 
gated by. this" Province to the .Continental Congress, and 
they having referred the same to the r consideration of this 
Convention, obliges your mem orialis t to make this applica- 
tion, humbly to request that this ho nourable "Convention, 
will consider your memorialis t!s__Case, an d discharge your 
memorialist and his securities from the sa'id^bligation, and 
also grant permission to yourrme TnoT ialls't ,to depart the 
Province with all convenience, ivKlioYit molestation in per- 
son or property. r==^=z= ^.^, ~ --— 

Your memorialist, relying upon the"wisdom and hu.ra.a-: 
nity of this honourable Con venflon^majL cheerfully sub- 
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mits his case to their decision, humbly praying that the 
blessings of peace and tranquillity may be restored to every 
part of the British Empire. That the rights and privileges 
of America may be established on a firm and lasting basis, 
and a speedy and honourable reconciliation take place be- 
tween the Parent State and her Colonies, is the sincere 
wish of your memorialist, James Christie, Jun. 

Baltimore, July 27, 1775. 

[No. 10.] 

Annapolis, August 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are, jointly with Mr. William Russell 
and Mr. Daniel Bowly, of Baltimore, owners of the Brig 
Nancy, Captain Sands. Some time in the month of May 
last, we chartered this brig to Messrs. Wallace, Davidson, 
and Johnson, to load with tobacco in PotomacJc, for Lon- 
don. She is now loaded, and ready to clear out on her 
intended voyage, but she having lain longer by a consider- 
able time than was expected, in collecting her cargo, and 
the season having been remarkably dry, the worm have in- 
jured her bottom to such a degree as to render her unfit to 
proceed to sea ; and before she can do so her cargo must 
be relanded and her bottom sheathed. "Work of this kind 
cannot be done where she lays : we must have her up to 
Baltimore. Under these circumstances, the work being 
tedious, we are apprehensive the vessel cannot be finished 
previous to the tenth of September. It is our wish to make 
rules formed for the benefit of the community our line of 
conduct, nor would we, we assure you gentlemen, under 
any specious pretences, endeavour to infringe them. Our 
situation is a very peculiar one. We beg you will take it 
into consideration, and allow us, if not in our power to do 
it before, to reload the above cargo after the tenth of Sep- 
tember. The vessel and cargo shall be cleared out before. 
We desire to be sworn as to the fitness and condition of the 
vessel to take in her cargo at the time of her going from 
Baltimore to Potomack. 

We know the arduous business in which you are now en- 
gaged, gentlemen, must take up much of your attention. 
We are sorry to be an interruption to it, but hope our situ- 
ation will be a sufficient apology, as well as further excuse 
us in desiring your speedy directions in this business, the 
condition of the vessel being such as to render some imme- 
diate steps necessary to be taken with her. 

We are with respect, Gentlemen, your most obedient 



servants, 



William Lux, 
Matthew Ridley. 



[No. 12.] 

August 2, 1775. 

By the Committee appointed by the Honourable Provin- 
cial Convention to inquire into the practicability of 
establishing a Manufactory of Arms ivithin this Pro- 
vince, and the expense and best mode to carry the same 
into execution : 

Your Committee are of opinion, that the establishing a 
publick Manufactory of Arms in this Province would be 
attended with great expense, much delay, and would by no 
means answer the exigencies of the Province ; but from 
the best information in so short a time. to be procured, do 
conceive that Arms may be furnished sooner and at less 
expense, by engaging immediately all gunsmiths and others 
concerned in carrying on that business. 

We, therefore, beg leave to recommend, that proper 
persons be appointed in each County to contract with the 
gunsmiths in their several Districts, and that a sum of pub- 
lick money be lodged in their hands, to be advanced at 
their discretion to the contractors (on security) to enable 
them with greater expedition to fulfil their engagements. 

There are three gunsmith shops in Baltimore Town, 
one in Georgetoivn, four in Fredericktown, one near 
Fredericktown, two in Hagerstown, and one in Jerusalem 
Town; in the whole amounting to twelve. We are in- 
formed that each of these shops can in one month com- 
plete twenty substantial Muskets, (the dimensions of which 
may be forty-two inches in length, three-fourths of an inch 
clear in the bore, one and a half inch diameter at the 
breech, and seven-eighths of an inch at the muzzle,) with 
steel Rammers, and Bayonets twenty inches in length, 
including the Stock. 
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The price of the Musket with its Bayonet may be about 
four Pounds; the Cartridge' Boae/trf 'twenty three charges 
and sling, the sling for the Musket, the scabbard and belt 
for the Bayonet, will altogether edst about twenty Shillings ; 
so that by this mode two hundred and forty Muskets may 
be furnished monthly: besides we are informed there are 
several gunsmiths on the Eastern Shore, and in other 
places. 

And we apprehend, from the great encouragement ar- 
tificers in this business will receive, their number will soon 
be greatly increased, and therefore the quantity of Arms 
we want may be furnished in a much shorter time than the 
above calculation supposes ; and we offer it as our opinion, 
that a proportion of Rifles may be also had, if it should 
be found necessary. Should that be the case, we recom- 
mend them to be three feet four inches in length, and one 
half inch the bore ; which we suppose may be had, well 
fixed, at about five Pounds each ; and we apprehend that 
Swords and Tomahawks may also be manufactured in this 
Province. 

If this mode meets with your approbation, we recom- 
mend that each Gun be proved before it shall be received, 
and when proved that the word "Maryland" be stamped 
on the barrel. 

We further offer our opinion that the persons to be ap- 
pointed to contract, shall from time advise the of 

the number of Guns by them received, to the end that some 
further provision may be made in case this mode shall not 
be found to answer the purpose of procuring Anns with 
expedition. 

All this we humbly submit to the consideration of the 
'honourable Convention. 

C. BEATTy, James Murray, 

Stephen West, Jer. T. Chase, 
Wm. Buchanan, Wm. Deakins, Jim. 
John Hanson, Jun., 

(No. 13.) 
Association of the Freemen of Maryland, July 26, 1775. 
The long premeditated, and now avowed design of the 
British Government to raise a revenue from the property 
of the Colonists, without their consent, on the gift, grant, 
and disposition of the Commons of Great Britain; the 
arbitrary and vindictive statutes passed under colour of pun- 
ishing a riot, to subdue by military force and by famine the 
Massachusetts-Bay ; the unlimited power assumed by Par- 
liament to alter the Charter of that Province, and the Con- 
stitutions of all the Colonies, thereby destroying the essen- 
tial securities of the lives, liberties and properties of the 
Colonists; the commencement of hostilities by the Minis- 
terial forces, and the cruel prosecution of the war against 
the people of the Massachusetts- Bay, followed by General 



support, at the joint expense, an Army to restrain the 
further violence, and repel the future attacks, of a disap- 
pointed and exasperated enemy. 

We, therefore, inhabitants of the Province of Maryland, 
firmly persuaded that it is necessary and justifiable to repel 
force by force, do approve of the opposition by arms to the 
British Troops employed to enforce obedience to the late 
acts and statutes of the British Parliament, for raising a 
revenue in America, and altering and changing the Charter 
and Constitution of the Massachusetts-Bay, and for de- 
stroying the essential securities for the lives, liberties and 
properties of the subjects in.the United Colonies. And we 
do unite and associate as one band, and firmly and solemn- 
ly engage and pledge ourselves to each other, and to Ame- 
rica, that we will, to the utmost of our power, promote 
and support the present opposition carrying on, as well by 
arms, as by the Continental Association, restraining our 
commerce. 

And as in these times of publick danger, and until a 
reconciliation with Great Britain on constitutional princi- 
ples is effected, (an event we most ardently wish may soon 
take place,) the energy of Government may be greatly im- 
paired, so that even zeal unrestrained may be productive of 
anarchy and confusion ; we do, in like manner, unite, asso- 
ciate and solemnly engage in maintenance of good order 
and the publick peace, to support the civil power in the due 
execution of the laws, so far as may be consistent with the 
present plan of opposition, and to defend with our utmost 
power all persons from every species of outrage to them- 
selves or their property, and to prevent any punishment 
from being inflicted on any offenders, other than such as 
shall be adjudged by the Civil Magistrate, the Continental 
Congress, our Convention, Council of Safety, or Commit- 
tees of Observation. 

Matthew Tilchman. 

John Reeder, Jun , Charles Carroll, John Stewart, 

Richard Barnes, Ephrairn Howard, of John Waters, 
Jeremiah Jordon, Henry, Turbutt Wright, 

J. A. Thomas, Thomas Donsey, Junes Tilghman of 

W. Smallwood, H. Griffith, Annapolis, 

Daniel Jenifer, Th. Spring Wootton, Thomas Wright, 

R. Hooe, Richard Brooke, James Hollyd y, 

J. H. Stone, John Hanson, Jun., Richard Earle, 

William Harrison, Joseph Chaplino, Solomon Wright, 

S. Harrison, of Saml. Thos. Cramphin, Jr., James Lloyd Cham- 
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Proclamation, declaring almost the whole of the 



inhabitants of the United Colonies, byname or description, 
rebels and traitors; are sufficient causes to arm a free 
People in defence of their liberty, and to justify resistance, 
no longer dictated by prudence merely, but by necessity, 
and leave no alternative but base submission, or manly 
opposition to uncontrollable tyranny. The Congress chose 
the latter; and for the express purpose of securing and de- 
fending the United Colonies, and preserving them in safety 
against all attempts to carry the above mentioned Acts into 
execution by force of arms, resolved that the said Colo- 
nies be immediately put into a state of defence ; and now 



John Dent, 
Edward Gantt, 
Samuel Chew, 
Edward Reynolds, 
lienj. Mackall, 6th., 
Josias Beall, 
Robert Tyler, 
Thomas Contee, 
Joseph Sim, 
Benjamin Hall, 
John Contee, 
W. Bowie, 
O. Sprigg, 
Jos. Beall, 
Thomas Gantt, Jun., 
Walter Bowie, 
David Crauford, 
Stephen West, 
ThomaB Sim Lee, 
John Rogers, 
Samuel Chase, 
Tho. Johnson, Jun., 



Upton Sherodino, herlaine, 

Benjamin Nicholson, Nicholas Thomas, 



Wm. Buchanan, 
J. Townley Chase, 
John Cradock, 
Thomas Harrison, 
Darby Lux, 
John Moale, 
Robert Alexander, 
Charles Ridgely, son 

of W. 
Ben. Edward Hall, 
Thomas Bond, 
Richard Dallam, 



Edward Lloyd, 
Peregrine Tilghman, 
Wm. Hindman, 
L. Tilghman, Jun., 
James Benson, 
Baker Johnson, 
Gustavus Scott, 
Samuel Handy, 
Robert Goldsborough, 
Henry Hooper, 
James Murray, 
Thomas Ennalls, 



Ignatius Wheeler, Jr. Nathaniel Potter, 



William Webb, 
John Veazey, Jun., 
John D. Thompson, 
John Cox, 
Peter Lawson, 
Nathaniel Ramsay, 
William Curron, 



B. T. B.Worthington, Charles Ruuisey, 
Rezin Hammond, W. Ringgold, Jun., 
J. Hall, Thomas Smyth, 

William Paca, Jos. Earle, 

Matthias Hummond, Thomas B. Hands, 
Chas. Carroll of Car. Thomas Ringgold, 
rallton, J. Nicholson, Jun., 



William Richardson, 
Richard Mason, 
Joshua Clark, 
Peter Adams, 
John Stephen, 
William Hopper, 
Henry Dickinson, 
Win Waters, 
W r m. Molleston, 
George Dashiell, 
Zadoek Purnell, 
Wm. Morris, 
Thomas Stone. 



KENT COUNTY (DELAWARE) COMMtTTEE. 

Agreeable to the recommendation of the late Committee 
of Inspection, " to choose a new Committee for said Coun- 
ty," an election was held on the 14th instant in the several 
Hundreds of the County, when the following gentlemen 
were elected and chosen, viz: The Honourable Casar 
Rodney, Esq., William Meredith, John Dill, James Moor, 
James Tilton, John Banning, William Killen, Vincent 
LoocJcerman, Benedict Brice, Benjamin Coombe, Nathan- 
iel Luff, John Clark, John Davis, Rynear Williams, Eli- 
jah Morris, Bclitha Laws, Benjamin Clark, William 
Cullen, William Cahoon, Edward Rees, Isaac Carty, 
Thomas Skillington, Silas Snow, Ezekiel Ncedham, Wil- 



liam Jordan, James Starling, James Wells, Jacob Stout, 
John Bell, Emanuel Stout, Bisden Bishop, Joshua Gor- 
don, John Gordon, Vincent Loockerman, Jun., Jonathan 
Caldwtlt, Thomas Rodney; who convened at Dover on the 
17th instant, formed themselves in Committee, and pro- 
ceeded to the choice of a Chairman and Clerk, when the 
Honourable Casar Rodneyvms unanimously elected Chair- 
man, and Mr. Mark McCall, Clerk. 

The Committee then proceeded to appoint a Committee 
of Correspondence, and the following gentlemen were 
unanimously chosen for that purpose, to wit: Thomas 
Rodney, James Tilton, William Killen, John Banning, 
and Vincent Loockerman. Mark McCall, Clerk. 



"— ip".iiim 
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PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, August 14, 1775. 
Resolved, That this Committee recommend to the in- 
habitants to choose the new Committee for six months. 

August 15. — It being represented to the Committee by 
the inhabitants of Southwark, that the mode of voting in a 
general ticket at the ensuing election, is disagreeable to 
them, it is now agreed and recommended that they vote 
for their Representatives in Committee in a separate 
ticket. 

Resolve J, That the Fourth Article of the Association of 
the General Congress be inserted in the publick prints ; 
and that this Committee are of opinion, that by the said 
Resolution no Vessel can be permitted to sail for Great 
Britain, Ireland, or the West-Indies, after the 9th day of 
September next. 

" Fourth. The earnest desire we have not to injure our 
fellow-subjects in Great Britain, Ireland, or the West-In- 
dies, induces us to suspend a non-exportation until the 10th 
day of September, 1775; at which time, if the said Acts 
and parts of Acts of the British Parliament hereinafter 
mentioned, are not repealed, we will not, directly or indi- 
rectly, export any Merchandise or commodity whatsoever 
to Great Britain, Ireland, or the West-Indies, except Rice 
to Europe." 

The Committee resumed the consideration of the con- 
duct of Messrs. Blackburne, Ashton, and John Dobson, of 
Liverpool, in shipping a cargo of Salt, per Brig Polly, to 
America. 

It appeared that those gentlemen, having a full know- 
ledge of the Association of the American Congress, had 
knowingly and wilfully concurred in shipping the said Salt, 
in direct violation of the same ; that recourse had been had 
to artifice and interest with the Captain, in behalf of his 
owner, to influence him to take the Salt on board ; and that 
the Captain had been expressly, in writing, directed to in- 
form himself of the names of such persons in America as 
should oppose or obstruct the landing of the Salt, and 
transmit the same to England, under the seal of the Gov- 
ernour of the Province, or, if that could not be procured, 
of a Notary Publick. 

Resolved, That the above be made publick, in order 
that the conduct of those gentlemen may be known to the 
good people of America, and that the Resolves of the 
Congress with respect to such persons may be strictly and 
sacredly carried into execution. 

R. B. Smith, Secretary. 

DECLARATION OF JOHN BERGUM. 

Philadelphia, August 14, 1775. 

Whereas, it has been made to appear by the evidences 
of several of my fellow-citizens, that I, John Bergum, have 
made use of sundry expressions derogatory to the liberty 
of this Country : I do hereby confess myself very much 
to blame for my behaviour, and do promise that I will, for 
the future, conduct myself as a true friend to America, and 
assist those of the inhabitants thereof who are now strug- 
gling against the encroachments of arbitrary power, by 
every means I am capable of, and do freely and without 
restraint agree that the above Declaration be published in 
the Newspapers of tills City ; as witness my hand this 

14th day of August. 1775. T „ 

J ° ■ John Bergum, 

Inn-Keeper, at the Sign of the Bull's- Head, in 

Strawberry Alley, Philadelphia. 



ULSTER COUNTY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Kingston, August 14, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As. our officers have made a promise to 
the men they have enlisted in the Continental service, that 
each soldier should have a coat, a drilling jacket, and 
breeches, two shirts, two pair of stockings, a pair of shoes, 
and a hat, over and above their monthly pay and subsis- 
tence : 

Whereas Colonel Wynkoop has received orders to march 
the companies that are here raised, and has also received a 
resolve of your honourable Board, that each man is to have 
only a coat and blanket, which makes the soldiers almost 
in genera] very uneasy, and say they will not stir or march 
before they have received what is promised to them by the 
officers, or at least that the officers shall pass their word 
that they shall receive their full clothing in Albany, (then 
they are willing to march immediately;) we are at a loss 
how to act in this affair. We beg the favour of you to lay 
this matter before the Congress immediately, for their 
further orders and directions. In case the men shall not be 
allowed any more than a coat and a blanket, we are afraid 
the men almost in general will refuse to inarch. We beg 
of you to send us further directions, by this express, with- 
out fail. The Colonel has ordered the companies to march 
the latter end of this week. * 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient and most humble 
servants. By order of the Committee: 

Johannes Sleght, Chairman. 



NEW-PALTZ COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Honourable Gentlemen : Agreeable to your order of 
the ninth August, 1775, the East District of New- Pal tz 
assembled on the fourteenth of this instant, and chose, by 
plurality of voices, of the soldiers belonging to said Dis- 
trict, the following officers for their Militia, viz : 

Peleg Ransom, Captain ; Nathaniel Potter, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Hugh Cole, Second Lieutenant; William Daniel- 
son, Ensign. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants, 

Ebenezer Perkins, 
Abraham Donaldson, 
Two_ of the Committee of New -P alt z. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Oyster-Ponds, August 14, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 10th instant, with three hun- 
dred pounds of powder, per Captain Griffin, I received ; 
and now acquaint your Honour, that last Friday morning 
a large sloop-of-war and twelve transports sailed round 
Plumb-Island. After they had got through the gut, I sent 
one hundred and twenty men in three boats, which were 
all the boats we then had, to said island, if possible to get 
off the stock, with orders to return immediately upon the 
first appearance of the enemy's attempting to bring away 
any of their shipping between the island and Oyster-Pond 
Point, lest their retreat might be cut off, it being impossi- 
ble to support them without boats. Before the last boat 
had got over, the sloop-of-war was observed to be return- 
ing, and wind and tide favouring her, our boats were obliged 
to put back again, the hindmost of which had several can- 
non fired at her, but at so great a distance they did no 
damage. A cutter came within fifteen or twenty rods of 
our last, but discovering there were armed men in the boat, 
stopped their pursuit. Our soldiers in the boat, and some 
others on the beach, then fired at them, but I fancy to little 
effect, as our boat was obliged to make all sail possible to 
keep out of the reach of the cannon from the ship-of-war, 
which was close behind them. The sloop-of-war then 
came to anchor between the point and the island, and that 
night took from the island nine cattle, and then joined the 
fleet, which came to very early on Saturday morning, and 
I suppose have gone to Boston. 

I have since taken from Plumb-Island their cattle and 
sheep, and the inhabitants have engaged to thrash out their 
grain and convey it from the island as soon as possible. I 
shall to-morrow go to Gardiner's Island, and make such 
dispositions as shall appear most conducive to the common 
good. I expect by Thursday to be able to embark for 
New- York. 

I am informed Colonel Willart told the people on Gar- 
diner's Island that he intended to pay Long-Island a visit 
before fall ; and also, that the King's Troops had been in- 
vited to purchase provisions at Brookhaven and Flushing. 
In consequence of this intelligence, the Committee of 
Brookhaven, Smithtown, and the other adjacent Towns, 
have taken and sent to me the Reverend James Lyon, a 
Church of England Clergyman, a man of infamous charac- 
ter, but a pretty sensible fellow, who they say has corres- 
ponded with Henry Lloyd, of Boston. This Parson Lyon, 
by what I can learn, is the main spring of all the tories on 
that part of Long-Island. He has considerable money at 
interest in different hands among his neighbours, which gains 
him an ascendancy over them, and he has been indefatigable, 
both bv writing and preaching, and in every other way, to 
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gain proselytes ; and by bis connexions with those in other 
parts of the country, who are inimical to the cause we are 
embarked in, he will be able to do great mischief. The 
Committees of the several adjacent Towns, thinking him 
a very dangerous person to remain among them, have de- 
sired me to take care of him. I shall therefore, by the 
first opportunity, send him to the care of the Committee 
of Hartford, till they can receive your Honour's orders 
concerning him. 

I am, with the greatest sincerity, your Honour's most 
obedient humble servant, David Wooster. 

P. S. I enclose Colonel Willart's account of the stock 
he took from Gardiner's Island. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticondoroga, August 14, 1775. 

Sir : Your Honour's favour of the 8th instant, enclosing 
a pamphlet, &c, T received, this morning. 

I hope the Provincial Congress of this Colony will make 
no delay in forwarding Colonel Hinman's tents, as I pro- 
pose moving in a few days, although not so strong as I could 
wish, and very indifferently appointed. Should the tents 
not arrive in time, Colonel Hinman's people will suffer 
much, and so will Colonel Easton's; the former has yes- 
terday returned me one hundred and forty-six sick ; of the 
latter, forty-eight out of one hundred and ninety-six. 

Permit me to congratulate you on your son's appoint- 
ment, which must be the more agreeable to you, as I find 
it is universally approved of. 

Having very little paper left, I am under the necessity 

of sending this without cover, and which also induces me 

To get your Honour to send a line to Colonel Mott to make 

all possible haste up, as 1 shall not be able to move without 

him, unless Congress prevents my going forward. 

I am your Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

Ph. Schuyler. 
The Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., &c. &c. 

COLONEL IIINMAN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, August 14, 1775. 

Sir: This morning I received your favour of the 8th 
inst. ; am sorry to tell you that my Regiment is yet sickly; 
a great number unfit for duty; those well in good spirits ; 
hope soon to be employed in action. Colonel Waterbury's 
Regiment about half arrived; the rest soon expected. The 
Province of New-York abounds with officers, but I have 
not bad my curiosity gratified, by the sight of one private. 

Your Honour has expectation that my Regiment will 
speedily be supplied with tents, as New-York has under- 
taken it. Shall be glad if disappointed in my expectation, 
for we shall much want them. 

I am, Sir, your Honour's obedient humble servant, 

; i Besj. Hinman. 
Governour Trumbull. 



MAJOR JOHN BROWN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Crown Point, August 14, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : On the 24th of last 
month, by the General's order, I set out for Canada with 
four men, with directions to penetrate the country, and get 
all the intelligence that could be had in regard to the mili- 
tary preparations making there by the King's Troops, 
Canadians, or Indians ; what the situation of St. John's 
Chambly, Montreal, and Quebeck ; how many Troops at 
each place; whether the Canadians designed to take up 
arms against us ; whether any re-enforcemenc had arrived 
in the Colony, &c. 

I arrived in Canada on the 30th ; had a tedious and 
fatiguing march through a vast tract of swamp lying on 
the west side of the lake, in which I lodged three nights ; 
but passing by the particulars of the adventure, how pursued 
and surrounded by a large party of the enemy, when in a 
house escaping out of a back window, and pursued two 
days on my return ; notwithstanding which I continued in 
the country four days, being protected by the Canadians, 
who, I can assure you are our friends, without whose pro- 
tection I must have fallen into tiie hands of the enemy. It. 
is impossible for me to describe the kindness received from 



the French, as also their distressed situation, being threat- 
ened with destruction from the King's Troops, by fire and 
sword, because they refuse to take up arms against the 
Colonies. They wish and long for nothing more than to see 
us with an army penetrate their country. They engage to 
supply us with every thing in their power. The Indians 
are determined to act in conjunction with the Canadians. 

Colonel Guy Johnson has arrived at Montreal with a 
party of three hundred, mostly tenants, unacquainted with 
arms. There are also some Indians arrived with him^ via 
Swago. They held a council with the Iroquois and St. 
Louis, and are determined to act with Canadians, except 
it be to go on discovery. 

The Regulars are fortifying St. John's ; have raised two 
hatleaus, which mount nine guns each. They have in- 
trenched and picketed out some distance from their other 
works. Two large row-gallies, of sixty or eighty feet 
length each, are on the stocks, and will be finished soon ; 
they mount twelve guns each. There are Tibout seven 
hundred of the King's Troops in Canada, near three hun- 
dred at St. John's, about fifty at Quebeck, the remainder 
at Montreal, Chambly, and at the upper post. 

Now, Sir, is the time to carry Canada. It may be done 
with great ease and little cost, and I have no doubt but the 
Canadians would join us. There is a great defection 
amongst them. They have lately raised a mob, fired on 
the French officers lately appointed, and taken away their 
commissions. They were under arms several days, and it 
seemed that the King's Troops dared not resent it ; but 
their Captain, with one of my men, (a Canadian,) whom 
I sent to Montreal to do business, are both taken prisoners, 
and in close hold. This, I imagine, will raise the resent- 
ment of the Canadians to a higher pilch than any tiling 
that has yet been done. 

I left the county on the 3d instant. Being informed by 
the Canadians, that two scouts, of Gfty men each, were 
sent out often, the one up the lake, the other to Montreal, 
I steered to the east-northeast three days, and came to the 
Bay of Missisque, where I got a small canoe, and on the 
10th instant arrived at the Point. 

Should a large re-enforcement arrive in Canada, it will 
turn the scale immediately. The Canadians must then 
take up arms, or be ruined. It seems that some evil planet 
has reigned in this quarter this year, for notwithstanding 
the season is far advanced, and a fine opportunity presents 
of making ourselves masters of a country with the greatest 
ease, which I fear may cost us much blood and treasure if 
delayed, New-York have acted a droll part, and are de- 
termined to defeat us, if in their power. They have failed 
in men and supplies, &c. 

I beg your Honour's pardon for troubling you with this 
letter ; but as every friend and well-wisher to the success 
of our arms are curious to the probability of the success, 
I have taken on me to acquaint your Honour of the state 
of Canada, which doubtless you may have from the Gen- 
eral in a more perfect manner. It is by Mr. Sennet's 
motion, in part, that I give your Honour this trouble. I 
hope as my paper, ink, and eye-sight are bad, that you 
will pass by mistakes. 

I am, Sir, your Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

John Brown. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER DATED CROWN POINT, AUGUST 14, 

1775. 

Yesterday came in two subalterns who had been down 
the lakes, as far as Onion River, to procure all the water- 
craft on the lake. On their return one of them turned in to 
see one Gilliland, a Justice of the Peace, late a merchant 
in New-York, now settled about thirty miles down the lake, 
a man of great interest and our zealous friend. They 
were scarce seated when one White, High Sheriff of Try- 
on County, (at Sir William Johnson's,) with two others, 
entered without ceremony, and inquired for Mr. Gilliland. 
After a kw words our men disarmed them.. Soon after 
came up one more white man, with three Indians, who, 
seeing the situation of their friends, attempted to make 
their escape, but were soon taken and_sajely conducted to 
this place. The Indians say they came to take Mr. Gil- 
liland and carry him to Canada, as White and his accom- 
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plices could stay no longer at Try on County, the people 
there were™ so enraged against them. The Indians are 
dismissed with presents, but the others sentenced to New- 
gate, in Simsbury, whose gloomy mansions are judged a 
suitable abocle for those sons of darkness. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 14, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the seventh, eighth, and twelfth 
instant, are all received. The detention of the new-raised 
levies has happily coincided with my intentions respecting 
them. In the present uncertainty I think it best they 
should continue where they are, and I hope their officers 
will be assiduous in disciplining and improving them in the 
use of their arms. 

Upon the subject of powder I am at a loss what to say. 
Our necessities are so great, and it is of such importance 
that this Army should have a full supply, that nothing but 
the most urgent and pressing exigence would make it proper 
to deta : n any on its way. 1 have been informed that fifteen 
hogsheads were lately landed at New- York, and that further 
supplies were daily expected, both there and at Connecticut. 
Should there be any arrivals, I beg no time may be lost in 
forwarding this from Hartford, and what can be spared 
from the necessary Colony stock. Indeed, at present, I 
should choose you to forward one of these wagons, and the 
other may remain where it is till we see the issue of our 
expectations on this head. The removal from Boston I 
consider as very precarious, by no means desiring to have 
so much stress laid on it. We begin to feel a scarcity of 
lead ; and as I do not learn that we are to expect any from 
the southward, I have concluded that a part of the stock 
found at Ticonderoga should be brought down, and for this 
purpose have wrote to General Schuyler. I am not suffi- 
ciently master of the geography of the country to know 
the easiest mode of conveyance, but from the time in which 
letters have come through your hands, I apprehend through 
Connecticut must be the best and most expeditious. You 
will therefore be pleased to give us your assistance, and 
take the direction of this matter into your own hands, to 
which I have not the least doubt you will attend, as well 
to the expense as other circumstances conducive to the 
publick service. 

Nothing new in the camp for several days past. Three 
deserters have come in within these eighteen hours, but 
they bring no intelligence of any consequence. 

I am, Sir, &.c. Go. Washington. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have been informed there 
is a lead mine in your Colony which may be worked to ad- 
vantage. Cut off from all foreign supplies, every internal 
resource is worthy of attention; and I make no doubt, if 
my information is just, some proper steps may be taken to 
turn this to the publick advantage. 

Governour Trumbull. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 14, 1775. 

Sir: Your favours of the eighth and eleventh instant 
are duly received ; the former I laid before the General 
Court of this Province, but one of the Delegates having 
communicated to them what Mr. Ward did to you, of the 
proceeding of the Continental Congress touching this pow- 
der, nothing was done towards the providing of specie, that 
the vessel might proceed to other places in case of a disap- 
pointment at the first. I am of opinion that the collection 
of any considerable sum here would be difficult in the time 
proposed, and I think there is the less necessity for it, as 
there are few Colonies who have not some vessel out on 
this errand, and will probably bring all that is at market. 
Having conversed with Colonel Porter, and further con- 
sidered the matter, I am of opinion that it ought to be 
prosecuted on the single footing of procuring what is in the 
magazine. The voyage is short; our necessity is great; 
the expectation of being supplied by the inhabitants of 
the island, under such hazards as they must run, is slender : 
so that the only chance of success is by a sudden stroke. 
There is a great difference between acquiescing in the mea- 
sure and becoming principals : the former we have great 
reason to expect, the latter is doubtful. The powder, by 



all our information, is publick property, so that, as you 
observe, it may be settled with our other accounts. The 
draughting of men from hence would be very difficult, and 
endanger a discovery of the scheme. I am not clear that 
I have power to send them off the Continent ; and to 
engage them as volunteers it would be necessary to make 
their destination known. I should suppose the Captain, 
who is to have the direction of this enterprise, would rather 
choose to have men whom he knew, and in whom he could 
confide, in preference to strangers. From what Colonel 
Porter informs me, I do not see that Harris's presence is 
absolutely necessary ; and as his terms would add consider- 
ably to the expense, after obtaining from him all the intel- 
ligence he could give, his attendance might be dispensed 
with. The vessel lately sent out to cruise for the powder, 
seems to me the properest for this voyage ; and as the ten 
days will soon be out, if no objection occurs to you she 
might be despatched. 

1 have given directions respecting the lead at Ticonde-__ 
roga, which I am of opinion, with you, is the surest mode 
of supply in that article. 

I have sent, by this opportunity, a hunting-shirt - 

pattern. I should be glad you would inform me of the 
number you think I may expect. 

I had flattered myself that the vigilance of the inhabi- 
tants on the islands and coasts would have disappointed 
the enemy in their late expedition after live stock. Ibope 
nothing will be omitted by the several Committees and other 
persons, to guard against any future attempts, by removing 
all the stock from those places where their shipping can 
protect them in plundering. I do assure you, Sir, that it 
would be rendering a most essentialservice to the publick 
interest. Their distresses before were very great, and if 
renewed after their present supply is exhausted, must be 
productive of very great advantages. 




I am, Sir, &c, Go 

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



W 



ASHINGTON. 



COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Roxbury Camp, August 14, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: There is the ensigncy in my own Com- 
pany vacant, I have one Mr. Newell, in Major Clarke's 
Company, to fill it, if it is agreeable. I am told three of 
my Companies are ordered to New-London. 1 hope they 
will soon join the Regiment consistent with the publick 
safety. The Army is very sickly, but there are not many 
deaths. Captain Chester has had thirty-one of his Com- 
pany in the hospital together. 

Our medicine chests will soon be exhausted. As soon 
as the supply of powder expected arrives, I imagine Gene- 
ral Putnam will knock up a dust. He has got one floating 
battery launched, and another on the stocks. 

I remain, with proper respects to all, your dutiful and 
affectionate son, Jed. Huntington. 

Governour Trumbull. 

Watertown, August 14, 1775. 

Let this be published in all the Publick Prints. 
It is requested by very many people, that all the Com- 
mittees throughout the Continent do take down the names 
of any person or persons who shall depreciate the credit 
of, or refuse the circulating paper currency of any Colony 
in payment of debts, goods, wares, or merchandise, and 
make return of such persons' names, upon oath, to the 
Congress of such Colony whose money may be so refused, 
that they may take measures accordingly. 

Vox Populi. 

STEPHEN PEABODY TO NEWHTTAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Atkinson, August 14, 1775. 

Sir: Yours of the eighth instant lately came to hand, in 
which I have an invitation from the honourable Committee 
aforesaid, to engage in the character of a Chaplain in the 
service of my Country. In answer to which you will give 
me leave to say, that the proposal was to me new, and 
altogether unexpected, and my domestick affairs at present 
in a situation somewhat unfavourable to such an under- 
taking. But, Sir, the honour of the invitation, the justice 
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of the cause, together with my own sincere desire to pro- 
mote the weal of America, and her freedom from a state 
of vassalage, are considerations which by far outweigh per- 
sonal interest or private embarrassments, and therefore, with 
gratitude and self-diffidence, I have concluded to under- 
take the services of that important trust, humbly imploring 
that wisdom and prudence which shall enable me to per- 
form every duty with fidelity, and not to reflect dishonour 
upon this Colony. And as I have had but short notice to, 
prepare, should take it as a favour if the time of my joining 
the Army might be for a few days postponed, circumstances 
admitting ; however, shall wait your farther commands, and 
govern myself accordingly. 

With wishing that all your councils may be under the 
divine direction, and crowned with abundant success, I am, 
Sir, with all proper diffidence, your most obedient humble 
servant, - „ Stephen Peabody. 

To the Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq., Chairman 
of the Committee of Safety, for the Colony of ISew- 
Hampshire, now sitting at Exeter. 



NEW- YORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met August 15, 1775. Present: Henry 
Reinsert, Chairman, and thirty-three Members. 

The Sub-Committee appointed to examine the evidences 
which were named by the Provincial Congress, made their 
Report, with the examinations, concerning the destruction 
of the Barge ; which w 7 as accepted, and the Chairman, or 
his Deputy, ordered to sign the same, and deliver it to the 
President of the Provincial Congress. 

Ordered, That the following Members be a Committee 
to consider of the most expeditious and effectual method 
to carry into execution the Resolves of our Provincial Con- 
gress of the ninth instant, for dividing this City and County 
into Districts or Beats, and make a return of the names of 
the inhabitants that by said Resolves are to serve in the 
Militia, viz: Jacob Van Voorhics, Wm. Denning, George 
Janeway, Gabriel H. Ludlow, Frederick Jay, Hercules 
Mulligan, John Bcrrian, Comfort Sands, Peter Byvanck, 
Cornelius P. Low, William Bedlow, Abraham Brinker- 
Jioff, Oliver Templeton, John Broome, Elcazer Miller, 
Nicholas Roosevelt, Theophilus Anthony, Wm. Gilbert, 
Gerret Kettletas. 

New-York, August 1G, 1775. 

The Sub-Committee, appointed by the General Com- 
mittee to divide the City and County of New-Yprlc into 
Beats or Districts for forming the Militia, agreeable to the 
Resolution of the Continental and Provincial Congresses/ 
request that the Captains of Colonel Lasher's Battalion, 
the Independent and Associated Companies, Captains of 
Light-Horse and Hussars, furnish their respective men 
forthwith, with certificates of their being enlisted in their 
said companies, the better to enable the Committee' to 
form the said Beats agreeable to the said Resolution. 

William Bedlow, Chairman. 



WILLIAM BOTE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, August 15, 1775. 

Sir: I had the honour of receiving by Col. Campbell 
your letter of the 20th of July last, enclosing me a commis- 
sion as Deputy Adjutant-General to the Continental Army, 
with the rank of Colonel. 

As your honourable House has been pleased to confer 
this honour on me unanimously, and without my solicitation, 
I consider with respect and gratitude this mark of their con- 
fidence in my zeal for the publick service. 

I lament, extremely, that it has not been in my power 
to officiate immediately in this necessary department ; but 
my appointment being totally unexpected, I have not been 
able to arrange my connexions with my brothers in the 
Island of Dominica, so as to prevent the risk of their fortune 
by my political conduct; were I to neglect this point, I 
should be insensible to honour, and consequently unworthy 
of the trust reposed in me. I have, therefore, proceeded 
to Town on the immediate receipt of your letter, in order 
to submit my engagements with my brothers to the opinion 
of such friends whose candour and judgment are most likely 



to assist me, and entreat the favour of your Convention to 
grant me an indulgence of three days, before I declare 
whether or not I can accept of the commission you have 
been pleased to nominate me for. 

Be assured, Sir, that my bosom glows with the warmest 
zeal for the cause of America, and that I will strenuously 
support it at the risk of every thing except honour and vir- 
tue. 

1 am, with great respect, your obedient humble servant, 

W. Dufr. 
Peter Van Britgh Livingston, Esq. 



JACOB WYNKOOP TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New.York, August 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen: It is with the utmost reluctance I am in- 
duced to trouble you with the mention of any private or 
personal discontent, and thereby to withdraw any part of 
your attention from the weightier publick matters with 
which it must be engaged ; but I confide in your candour 
that the causes of it will appear to you so reasonable, as to 
be admitted a sufficient apology for my involuntary intru- 
sion. 

I feel the difficulty of addressing you in a manner that 
may seem to carry the appearance of arrogating to myself 
a higher degree of merit than you have thought me pos- 
sessed of, by placing me in the station you did ; but as I 
have reason to think you were unacquainted with the cir- 
cumstances from which arises my dissatisfaction with the 
appointment you have been pleased to honour me with, I 
hope it will not be esteemed improper or unbecoming, to 
lay them before you. 

I have served in the two last wars both by sea and by 
land, and have been in many engagements. I have a com- 
mission from General Shirley as Captain of a company of 
batteaumen ; and in consequence of an action under Col. 
Broadstreet, in which we lost forty-nine men the first fire, 
I was honoured, with the command of His Excellency 
General Gage, to be called by the name of his company, 
to whom his baggage was always entrusted ; and had like- 
wise the offer of a commission in the " Royal Americans." 
I have a good deal of experience of cannon as well as 
small arms. To these circumstances let me add, I am now 
fifty-one years old. 

I confess I expected to have had an appointment in the 
First Battalion ; but by arrangement lately published, I 
find 1 am postponed to the Fourth, and there hold only 
the rank of Eighth Captain. According to this adjust- 
ment, 1 am to receive the command from thirty-seven 
Captains who are made my superiors in rank and authority, 
which, considering my age and experience, and the youth 
and inexperience of most of those who are placed above 
me, "not to disparage their intrinsick merit, appears to me to 
exhibit a very exceptionable and derogatory preference, 
which cannot fail being extremely unpleasant to any man 
tinctured with but a moderate share of emulation. 

With humble deference, therefore, I entreat you will 
condescend to take the matter under consideration, and if 
you conceive my complaint well founded, will be pleased 
to redress it; for in justice to myself I am compelled to 
declare, that though I am ready with alacrity to hazard my 
life in the cause of my Country, yet I cannot be satisfied 
to do it on terms which I must confess I look upon as some- 
what degrading, since a perference is given to many, whose 
title to a superiority over me I am unable to discern the 
foundation of. 

I am, Gentlemen, with the utmost respect and regard, 
your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Jacobus Wynkoop. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress of Nciv- York. 



A Return of the names of the persons for the Officers of 
the Second Battalion in Suffolk County, taken accord- 
ing to the directions of the Provincial Congress by the 
Commit tees of Easthampton and Southampton. 

First Company : David Howell, Captain ; Jeremiah Post, 
First Lieutenant; Pax? Jones, Second Lieutenant; Zeph- 
aniah Rogers, Ensign. 

Second Company : John Dayton, Jun., Captain ; Isaac 
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Mulford Hunting, First Lieutenant; John Miller, Jun., 
Second Lieutenant; William Heges, Jun., Ensign,. 

Third Company: David Pierson, Captain; Daniel Heges, 
First Lieutenant ; David Sayre, Second Lieutenant ; 
Theophilus Pierson, Ensign. 

Fourth Company : David Fithan, Captain ; Samuel Conk- 
ling, First Lieutenant ; Thomas Baker, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Daniel Conkling, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Stephen Hoivell, Captain ; John White, 
Jun., First Lieutenant; Ijemuel Wick, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Isaac Halsey, Ensign. 

Sixth Company: William Rogers, Jun., Captain; Jesse 
Halsey, First Lieutenant ; Henry Halsey, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Nathaniel Rogers, Ensign. 

Seventh Company: Josiah Howell, Jun., Captain; Na- 
thaniel Howell, First Lieutenant ; Matthew Howell, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; William Stephens, Ensign. 

Eighth Company: Samuel L'Hommcdieu, Captain; Silas 
Jessup, First Lieutenant ; Edward Conkling, Second 
Lieutenant; Daniel Fordham, Ensign. 

Ninth Company: John Sanford, Captain; Edward Top- 
ping, First Lieutenant; Philip Howell, Second Lieu- 
tenant; John Hildreth, Ensign. 

Signed by order of the Committee: 

Daniel Howell, Chairman, 
August 15, 1775. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONCRESS. 

Ticoncleroga, August 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Yesterday I was favoured with a line from 
Mr. Francis Lewis, dated Philadelphia, August 2d. He 
advises me that Congress was adjourned, and that in future 
1 was to address myself to you ; that he had received 
several of my letters to the Continental Congress, which 
he would lay before you; but as he does not mention of 
what date, I suppose there are none later than the 27th 
ultimo, and that the subsequent ones of the 28th and 31st 
ultimo, 2d and 6th instant, had not come to hand ; copies 
of the two last of which I enclose you, with copies of such 
of the papers alluded to as may be of consequence, lest 
those letters should not be delivered you. 

Since my last, Major Brown is returned from Canada ; 
he did not complete my wishes; enclosed you have his 
reports. I cannot learn that either the Regular Troops or 
Indians have been farther south than the latitude of 45 ; 
I suppose they are apprehensive of an attack. Captain 
Smith fell in with an officer, sergeant, and ten Indians ; he 
wished to speak to them, but they retired to their boats, 
and on his approach they fired three vollies, but did not 
shoot or wound any. 

I shall soon have boats sufficient to move what men I 
am likely to have here, and therefore wish that any of the 
articles requested in my estimate, and which have not yet 
been sent, together with such as I have subsequently ap- 
plied for, may be immediately forwarded to me. Cartridge 
paper, and the various articles necessary in the artillery 
branch, (except guns,) I have none of, and as T cannot 
make a substitute for any, I wish that not one moment's 
delay may be made in sending them from New- York, with 
orders that they may not be detained at any place. 

1 am, Gentlemen, with great respect and esteem, your 
most obedient humble servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To the New- York Provincial Congress. 



FAIRFIELD (CONNECTICUT) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for the 
Town of Fairfield, held in the Court-House on the 15th 
day of August, A. D. 1775 : 

It was voted and agreed, that the Committee of Inspec- 
tion in each Society be desired to notify the inhabitants in 
each Society in this Town, to meet in Society meeting on 
Monday next, in order to subscribe an Association, to show 
that they are friends to the liberties and privileges of their 
Country, and that the enemies of it may be known, _ And 
that said Committee do, after said meeting, apply to all 
such persons as shall not attend, in order to give them an 
opportunity to subscribe; and that they also take down in 
writing the names of all those enemies of _ their Country 
that are of age, who refuse to subscribe; and that said 



Committee make report of their doings to this Committee, 
at their meeting to be held at the Court-House on the last 
Monday of August. 

The following Association being prepared, was ordered 
to be sent into the different parts of the Town to be sub- 
scribed by the inhabitants, viz: 

" Whereas, the British Administration have long been 
plotting against the liberties of America, and finally stept 
forth and openly avowed their wicked system, and are now 
pursuing measures, which, if successful, will terminate in 
the total destruction of American liberty : And whereas, the 
Linked English Colonies, by their honourable Delegates in 
Congress, have entered into an Association which, if strictly 
and faithfully observed, will, in our opinion, have a happy 
tendency to awaken the attention of our fellow-subjects in 
Great Britain, and other parts of the British Empire, and 
convince them of the ill policy and injustice of those 
measures: And whereas, by a blind infatuation, the Brit- 
ish Government have been persuaded to lend their aid to 
our misinformed Sovereign, and his wicked Ministers, to 
send Troops and Armies into our once happy land, for the 
purpose of enforcing certain oppressive and unconstitutional 
acts of Parliament: The United Colonies, firmly persuaded 
of the justice of their cause, and that resistance is indis- 
pensable, committing their cause to Heaven, have opposed 
force to force, and are determined to die or be free. We, 
whose names are underwritten, being alarmed at the pre- 
sent state of publick affairs, and finding no alternative but 
to resist with force or submit, are determined to make a 
bold struggle, and use every manly effort to defend those 
rights which we claim as men, Christians, and freemen. 
In the first place, we do hereby declare our hearty appro- 
bation of the Continental Association, and our fixed reso- 
lution faithfully to observe and comply with the same, 
according to the true spirit and meaning thereof, without 
any equivocation or mental reservation. And we do further 
declare, that we are fully persuaded of the necessity and 
perfect justice of the forcible resistance that has already 
been made to the Ministerial Troops sent into this Coun- 
try to dragoon us into slavery ; and do gratefully acknow- 
ledge and notice the smiles of Divine Providence on all 
our means of defence, in crowning all our warlike enter- 
prises with unparalleled success ; and being determined to 
pursue the same line of conduct that has already been pur- 
sued, we do now unanimously agree and associate with 
each other, and with all the friends of liberty throughout 
this land, to exert ourselves in every manly, prudent, and 
effectual measure in concert with our brethren throughout 
this Continent, in opposition to every lawless attempt that 
may be made by our unnatural enemies to deprive us of 
our liberties, and subject us to a state of slavery, choosing 
rather to die freemen than live in a state of servile sub- 
jection to any man or body of people on the face of the 
earth." 

Which, agreeable to order, was offered to the inhabitants 
of the Town of Fairfield, and subscribed by eight hundred 
and fifty-five male persons of the age of sixteen years and 
upwards ; and there were seventy in number that refused 
to subscribe the same, whose names are as follow, viz: 

Daniel Wheeler, Eliphalet Wheeler, Daniel Cable, John 
Jackson, Jun., Nathan Jackson, Adin Jackson, Samuel 
Bennet, James Chambers, Nathaniel Hubbel, Solomon 
Burton, Jun., Ebenezer Edwards, Hezekiah Jennings, 
Eleazer Hall, Benjamin Curtis, Daniel Lyon, Gershom 
Lyon, Jonathan Lyon, Daniel Lyon, Jun., Thomas Lyon, 
Gershom Lyon, Jun., William Cardwett, John Mann, 
Ebenezer Lord, Joseph Edivards, Timothy Hubbel, Ebe- 
nezer Lyon, Abel Curtiss, Joseph Lyon, Abel Lyon, Tho- 
mas Turney, Benjamin Turney, Thomas Turney, Jun., 
Ebenezer Thorp, John Thorp, Ebenezer Mills, Josiah 
Cable, Benoni Dimon, Moses Burr, Epaphras Murwin, 
Enoch Turrel, Stephen Gilbert, Gershom Dimon, Calvin 
Wheeler, Rev. John Sayre, Benjamin Whitear, Samuel 
Adams, Samuel Turney, Stephen Gold, Archibald Camp- 
bell, John Sturgis, Ebenezer Hall, John Lockwood, Jabez 
Lockwood, Ephraim Lockwood , Ebenezer Gray, Lock- 
wood Gray, Josiah Wheeler, Bailey Stilson, Jonathan 
Coley, Peter Guyer, Ebenezer Guyer, Daniel Morhouse, 
David Morhouse, Samuel Lord, Jabez Thorp, Jun., Gideon 
Lockwood, Thaddeus Squier, John Adams. 
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The above and foregoing is a true copy of the votes and 
proceedings, which were ordered to be made publick. 

Tiiaddecs Burr, Citric to said Committee. 

Mr. Holt, Sir : The Letter which the Rev. Mr. Say re 
sent unto the Committee,! send you, as he is very desirous 
of having it published, to show the world why he did not 
sign the Association, and the Committee have agreed that 
it may be. I am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

Thaddeus Burr. 

Gentlemen- : Yesterday my neighbour, Mr. Lewis, called 
on me with a paper, styled an Association, which he in- 
formed me was sent by your desire with a view that I 
should subscribe it. Of that paper I requested a copy, 
that I might have time to consider of the propriety of the 
desired subscription, and was served with it the same day 
about noon, and now beg the candid attention of the gen- 
tlemen of the Committee, while I give them my answer to 
their requisition. 
"- I shall first consider the paper with respect to its particu- 
lar parts, and then with regard to its general intention. 
The first clause contains a recital of some of those things 
'■•■ which are commonly charged against the Mother Country, 
as unconstitutional (and therefore unwarrantable) exertions 
of power on her part ; and of the Resolutions of ihe " United 
Colonies" on their part, to resist by force of arms the 
measures prescribed by the Parent State; and to die or be 
free. I beg to be considered as a servant (though unwor- 
thy) of the gospel of Christ, who am informed by one of 
its inspired preachers, that the "weapons of our warfare 
a*-c not carnal, but mighty through God, to the bringing 
^, e ,? er y thought to the obedience of Christ ;" which expres- 
sions plainly designate them to be spiritual. I. dare not, 
^therefore, promise to take up and use any carnal arms at 
all. The same apostle teacheth me, that " in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith I must be content." If, therefore, 
the providence of God should bring me into a state even 
of slavery itself, I desire that his ivill may be done; and 
that I may be content with that lot, (however hard,) and 
considering myself at the same time as being the. Lord's 
freeman, may cheerfully as well as faithfully discharge my 
duties in that state, knowing that in Christ Jesus there is 
neither bond nor free. I dare not, therefore, resolve that I 
will be free, because I am sensible that many better men 
than myself have, by the providence of God, been per- 
tained to be brought into a state of bondage ; and that I 
ought not to complain if I should be made partaker of the 
same affliction. 

The second clause of the paper before me contains a 
hearty approbation of the Continental Association, and a 
resolution " faithfully to observe and comply with it, with- 
out any equivocation or mental reservation." There is 
one part of that Association (especially as it hath been 
practised upon here) with which I dare not promise to com- 
ply. My conscience will not permit me to act upon it, 
and our common Master hath commanded me to " let my 
yea be yea, and my nay nay;" and I am also enjoined " to 
speak the truth to my neighbour in love." ] must not 
therefore, gentlemen, equivocate with you. ~ 
, The part I mean is that which prohibits me from ex- 
tending the kind offices of humanity and hospitality to any 
who may refuse to be bound by it. The Saviour of the 
world, whose servant I am, hath commanded me " to feed 
the hungry; to give drink to the thirsty; to clothe the 
naked; to take in the stranger, or traveller; to give to 
him that, asketh of me, and not to turn away from him 
who would borrow of me." Here it will be to no purpose 
r to say, that such or such persons are mine enemies ; be- 
cause our Lord hath expressly, and that too .in an especial 
manner, commanded me to extend my good offices to mine 
enemies as such. And I beg the Committee to remember, 
that Ministers of the Gospel are, in a particular manner, 
commanded to keep hospitality. 

The first paragraph of the last clause in the Association 
sent me, I have spoken to already. The remainder of it 
commenceth with a declaration, that we notice and grate- 
fully acknowledge the divine interposition in favour of all 
our warlike enterprises, crowning them with the most un- 
paralleled success. I know not, gentlemen, that this, if it 
be true, is a proper rule for Christians to judge upon con- 



cerning the goodness or badness of any cause of this kind, 
in any controversy; for history, sacred and profane, furnislt- 
eth us with many instances in which we shall all agree in 
saying, that the most unjust cause did not always meet an 
overthrow, nor the most just prosper. Thus, in the first 
efforts for the establishment of the Protestant Religion, 
the Protestants, in the Smalcaldie League, were entirely 
battle of Mulburgh, on the 24th of April, 1547, when one 
routed by the Romish Emperour, Charles the Fifth, in the 
of the two great champions in the Protestant cause, the 
Elector of Saxony, was taken prisoner; the other, the 
Landgrave of Hesse, was forced to surrender himself, and 
beg pardon of Charles. 

There are sundry prophecies, yet to be fulfilled, which 
declare, that the potentates of the earth shall have power 
to make war against the saints and to overcomenhem. 

I look on the present unnatural war as being a just judg- 
ment of God on the people of old England, as well as on 
us Americans, for our many crying offences against his" 
most holy laws, and a loud call to a sincere and immediate = 
return to him and to our duty. It is, therefore, a constant 
part of my prayers to Him, who does not afflict wiljinglv, 
nor grieve the children of men, that he would make 'it 
effectual to the production of a true and general reforma- 
tion in both Countries, to the glory of his mercy. 

What follows in the paper seems to be a recapitulation 
of the substance of what was said before ; it is therefore 
unnecessary for me to add any thing farther, as to the par- 
t ' c "'. a i" s . ^ >l - * shall, therefore, proceed to consider it as 
to its general intention. 

I take it for granted, tbjt the design of this Association 
is to make a discrimination" between the friends of America 
and its liberties, and the_ enemies of both. And I now beg 
the Committee to belie-ve me, when I- declare, in the pre- 
sence of Him who knows all hearts, and before whom I am 
to be finally judged in that awful day, when the secrets of 
all hearts shall be revealed, that I am a most sincere friend 
to both. 

America is my native Country; all my connexions are 
in it. I have enjoyed the liberty and plenty of it, through 
the goodness of God, too long and too thankfully not to 
be sensible of the value of both, and to desire a continu- 
ance of them, if it be his will. 

It can be matter of very little importance to the com- 
munity, whether I subscribe the Association or not : for I 
am no politician; am not connected with politicians as such, 
and never will be either. These things belong not to my 
profession, and I find sufficient employment for my head 
and for my heart in that honourable, though arduous call- 
ing, to which, in the presence of the adorable Trinity. I 
have vowed to devote my whole life. 

After this open testimony, I cannot fear that you, gen- 
tlemen, will run any risk of a breach of the ninth command- 
ment, by advertising me as an enemy to my Country. 

Praying that infinite wisdom may guide the councils of __ 
my Country; infinite power protect it in all its lawful privi- ~S 
leges ; and infinite love pardon our misdoings, and comfort 
us here and forever, I subscribe myself, Gentlemen, your 
sincere friend and servant in Christ Jesus, 

John- Sayue. 

To the Gentlemen of the Committee of the Town of 
Fairfield. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge Camp, August IS, 1775. 

Dear Sir: 1 received your favour of the 31st July, 
informing me of your preparations to cross the lake, aiid 
enclosing the affidavits of John Shatforth and John Du-' 
guid. Several Indians, of the tribe of St. Francois, came '" 
in yesterday, and confirm the former accounts of the good 
dispositions of the Indian Nations and Canadians to the 
interests of America— a most happy event, on which I 
sincerely congratulate you. 

I am glad to relieve you from your anxiety respecting 
troops being sent from Boston to Quelcck. Those reports! 
I apprehend,, took their rise from a fleet being fitted out^ 
about, fourjmi^djiys ago, to plunder the islands in the 
sound of their live stock — an expedition .which they have 
executed with some success ; but you may depend upon 
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it, no troops have been detached from Boston to Canada, 
or elsewhere. 

Among the wants, of which I find you have your pro- 
portion, we feel that of lead most sensibly; and as we have 
no expectation of a supply from the southward, I have 
concluded to draw upon the stock found at Ticonderoga 
when it fell into our hands. I am informed it is very con- 
siderable, and a part of it may be spared without exposing 
you to any inconvenience. In consequence of this, I have 
wrote to Governour Trumbull to take the direction of the 
transportation of it, supposing the conveyance through 
Connecticut the most safe and expeditious. I expect he 
will write you on this subject by this opportunity. 

I have nothing new, my dear Sir, to write you. We 
are precisely in the same situation, as to the enemy, as 
when I wrote you last, nor can I gain any certain intelli- 
gence of their future intentions. The troops from the 
southward are come in very healthy, and in good order. 
.To-morrow I expect a supply of powder from Philadel- 
phia, which will be a most seasonable relief in our present 
necessity. 

God grant you health and success equal to your merit 
and wishes. Favour me with intelligence as often as you 
can, and believe me, with very sincere regard, dear Sir, 
yours, &c. George Washington. 

To General Schuyler. 

amherst (Massachusetts) committee. 

"Amherst, Hampshire County, August 15, 1775. 
"Whereas, divers complaints have been made against 
me to the Committee of Correspondence for the District 
of Amherst, and several evidences have appeared before 
said Committee, by whose testimony it evidently appears 
1 have heretofore been unfriendly to my Country; 1 do 
hereby publickly acknowledge the offence aforesaid, and 
ask the forgiveness of all my friends and fellow-country- 
men, and promise for the future to act in conjunction with 
my countrymen, in all ways and methods which shall be 
judged proper for the recovery of the just rights and privi- 
leges of the injured Americans, hoping thereby to gain the 
friendship of my fellow-subjects, which I have most justly 
forfeited. William Boltwood." 

At a meeting of the Committee of Correspondence 
above-mentioned : 

Voted, That the above confession and declaration of 
Lieutenant William Boltwood is fully satisfactory to this 
Committee, and they do recommend him to the favour and 
esteem of the publick. 

By order of the Committee : 

Joseph Eastman, Chairman. 



FOR THE NORTHERN LIBERTIES. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Philadelphia, August 16, 1775. 
At an Election held this day at the State-House, for 
choosing a Committee for the City of Philadelphia and its 
Districts, the following gentlemen were duly chosen, viz: 



George Clymer, 
Samuel Meredith, 
John Shee, 
Samuel Massey, 
Sharpc Delaney, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Owen Biddle, 
Richard Bachc, 
Joseph Reed, 
William Rush, 
Joseph Wetherill, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., 
Thomas Barclay, 
John AVilcox, 
James Irvine, 
Thgs.Cuthbert, Sen., 
John Cox, 
Thomas Lawrence, 
Jacob Morgan, 
William Jackson, 
John Cadwalader, 
John Bayard, 
Sarnnel Mifflin, 
Lambert .Cadwalader, 
FrfnSs Gurney, 
George ScMossct, 
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FOR THE CITY. 

Moore Furman, 
Christopher Ludwig, 
Jonathan B. Smith, 
Thomas Pryor, 
Thos, Wharton, Jun., 
William Bradford, 
Thomas McKean, 
Benjamin Franklin, 
Robert Morris, 
Jojin Allen, 
Richard Willing, 
John Purviance, 
William Heysham, 
James MiHegan, 
Charles Massey, 
James Cresson, 
Andrew Caldwell, 
James Mease, 
Benjamin Loxley, 
Benjamin Harbison, 
Christ. Jlarshall, Sr., 
Robert Strettlo Jones, 
Joseph Parker, 
Thomas .Affleck, 
James Read, 



John Benezet, 
Paul Engle, 
Frederick Kuhl, 
Joseph Moulder, 
Timothy Matlack, 
James Ash, 
John Patton, 
Nicholas Hicks, 
Philip Boehm, 
Jacob Shriner, 
Daniel Joy, 
Thomas Leech, 
Benjamin Marshall, 
Francis Wade, 
William Ball, 
David Potts, 
John Linington, 
Isaac Howell, 
Joseph Watkins, 
Christopher Pechin, 
Peter Lloyd, 
Nathaniel Brown, 
William Wister, 
Joseph Dean, 
Jacob Barge. 



John Dickinson, 

Charles Thomson, 
Isaac Coates, 
William Masters, 



John Britton, 
Jos. Copperthw&itc, 
William Coates, 
Thomas Hopkins, 

FOE SOUTHWARK. 



Thomas Britton, 
John Williams, 
John Brown, 
George Leib. 



Richard Dennis, Joseph Huddle, Benjamin Jones, 

Joseph Blewer, Thomas Casdrop, Samuel Moore, 

Joseph Marsh, Silas Engles, Charles Alexander, 

John Duche, John William Annis, William Drewry. 

We, the subscribers, being appointed Judges of this 
election, do certify, that the above gentlemen were duly 
chosen as a Committee for the City and Liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia, to contjnue for six months from the date hereof. 
And they are hereby requested to meet at the Philosophi- 
cal Society's Hall, on Friday evening next, at seven o'clock 
precisely, to proceed to business. 

Joseph Falconer, Reynold Keen, 
Joseph Marsh, John Bayard, 

Roet. Strettle. Jones, 
Joseph Watkjns. 



John Duche, 
John Williams, 
John Britton, 



In Committee, August 19, 1775. 
The Committee appointed to settle the District Com- 
mittees report the following division as the most convenient 
and proper, viz : 

district no. 1. 

Northern Liberties. 

John Britton, Thomas Britton, 

Joseph Copperthwaite, John Williams, 
William Coates, John Brown, 

Thomas Hopkins, George Loib. 

DISTRICT NO. 2. 

From the south side of Vine-street to the north side of 
Arch-street. 



John Dickinson, 
Charles Thomson, 
Isaac Coates, 
William Masters, 



Samuel Massey, 
William Rush, 
James Irvine, 
John Cox, 
Jacob Morgan, 
George Schlosaer, 



William Heysham, 
Christ, Marshall, 
Paul Engle, 
Frederick Kuhl, 
James Ash, 
Nicholas Hicks, 



Jacob Shriner, 
Francis Wade, 
John Linnington, 
Christopher Pechin, 
Nathaniel Brown, 
Joseph Watkins, Jr. 



DISTRICT NO. 3. 

From the south side of Arch-street to the north side of 
Chesnut-street. 



Thorn as Lawrence, 
John Benezet, 
Philip Boehm, 
Owen Biddle, 
Richard Bache, 
John Bayard, 



Samuel Mifflin, 
Moore Furman, 
Christopher Ludwig, 
William Bradford, 
Benjamin. Harbison, 
Joseph Parker, 

4. 



John Patton, 
William Ball, 
David Potts, 
Isaac Howell, 
William Wister. 



DISTRICT NO. 

From the south side of Chesnut-street to the north side of 
Spruce-street. 

Benjamin Franklin, 
John Allen, 
Charles Massey, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Thomas Barclay, 
Lambert Cadwalader, 

DISTRICT NO. 5. 

From the south side of Spruce-street to the north side of 
South-street. 



Andrew Caldwell, 
Thomas Leech, 
Benjamin Marshall, 
John Shee, 
Jacob Barge, 
Thomas Prior, 



Richard Willing, 
James Mease, 
James Road, 
Timothy Matlack, 
Joseph Dean. 



John Wilcox, 
Sharpc Delaney, 
Samuel Morris, Jun,, 
William Jackson, 
John Purviance, 
James Millegan, 



Richard Dennis, 
Joseph Blewer, 

Joseph Marsh, 
John Duche, 



Thomas Affleck, 
Joseph Wetherill, 
Thos. Cuthbert, Sen., 
John Cadwalader, 
Francis Gurney, 
Thomas Wharton, Jr., 

DISTRICT NO. 6. 

Southward. 

Joseph Huddle, 
Thomas Casdrop, 
Silas Engles, 
John William Annis, 



Robert Morris, 
James Cresson, 
Benjamin Loxley, 
Joseph Moulder, 
Daniel Joy. 



Benjamin Jones, 
Samuel Moore, 
Charles Alexander, 
William Drewry. 



Signed by order of the Committee : 

Timothy Matlack. 

fairfield (connecticut) committee. 

Connecticut, August 16, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for the 

Towaof Fairfield, held in Fairfield, by adjournment, on 

the 15th of August, 1775, it was Voted and Agreed, 

That if any person in this Town shall presume to export 
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any Flax-Scecl ouVoT this Colony until further advice from 
the Continental Congress, he shall be deemed an enemy 
lo his Country. 

The ab"pve~is a true copy of the vote : 

* "■ Thaddeus Burr, Clerk. 



GENERAL wl'SHINGTON TO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
- . Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 16, 1/75. 

Sir: I am informed that Captain Oldien, or some other 
person, has stopped the baggage of the officers taken at 
Mgchias, as a compensation for some expense incurred, 
which the General Court did not think proper to allow 
him. _A procedure of this kind would, in my opinion, 
much dishonour the American arms, and be attended with 
very disagreeable consequences. I trust therefore, Sir, 
that the General Court need only to be informed of the 
transaction lo do what is proper; and, as the prisoners are 
entirely under their direction, will, before they remove 
them to the place of their destination, give such orders in 
the matter as to prevent any reasonable cause of com- 
plaint. I am, very respectfully, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, Go. Washington. 

The Honourable the President of the Council of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

ORDERS TO THE DETACHMENT SENT TO CAPE ANNE. 

Head-Quarters, August 16, 1775. 
Sir : You are to proceed with the detachment of Rifle- 
men under your command to Cape-Anne, where you are 
Jo endeavour, not only to protect the inhabitants from all 
attempts of the enemy, but to do your utmost to distress 
and annoy any detachment from the Ministerial Army that 
may be sent from Boston to plunder or destroy that settle- 
ment. Upon your march, and during your residence at 
Cape- Anne, as well as upon /your march back to camp, 
you will observe strict discipline, and on no account suffer 
any under your command to pillage or maraud; upon your 
arrival at Cape-Anne you will despatch a messenger to 
acquaint the General with the state you find things in 
there, and you will frequently report to the General all 
"extraordinary occurrences that may happen. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Horatio Gates, Adj. General. 



Cork, Ireland, August 17, 1775. 

Yesterday Major Boyle Roche, Representative in Par- 
liament for Tralee, who is raising a body of men for His 
Majesty's service, began recruiting here, and met with 
great success, which is not surprising, if we consider his 
connexions, and the uncommon support he has received 
from the noblemen and gentlemen of this Province. His 
method of enlisting was uncommon, as it was pleasing to 
those who viewed the Procession, which was as follows : 
Major Roche, bearing a large purse of Gold. 
Captain Cowley. 
A great number of likely Recruits. 
An elegant Band of Musick, consisting of French Haut- 
boys, Clarionets, and Bassoons, playing 
"God save the King." 

A large Brewer's Dray, with five barrels of Beer, the Horse 

richly caparisoned and ornamented with Ribands. 

Two Draymen, with cockades, to serve the Beer. 

The Recruiting Sergeants. 

Drums an<^ Fifes. 

' Another Division of Recruits. 

The recruiting Soldiers. 

Prodigious concourse of Spectators. 

The following speech was made by Major Roche to the 
populace, viz : 
"Gentlemen and Fellow- Countrymen : 

*< Being appointed, through the favour of our most ex- 
cellent Governour, to raise a body of men for the service 
of His Majesty, I think it the most happy circumstance of 
rnyule to I De the instrument of leading you to honour and 
refrown; "The laurels fought for and obtained in all parts of 



the globe last war, have procured us a fame so glorious as 
not to be equalled by any people in any age — a fame not 
to be sullied by the assaults of prejudice, nor the effects of 
time. Not an action in which we are not victorious ; not 
a siege in which we are not honoured. Will you, my 
dear countrymen, permit those laurels to fade, or those 
actions to be forgotten? No, forbid it Heaven ! Let us, 
now that we have it in our power, convey to latest pos- 
terity a renewal of our fidelity, and a confirmation of our 
loyalty. A more critical period never presented itself, nor 
had we ever a fairer opportunity of showing our attach- 
ment to the illustrious house of Hanover, than the present; 
as His Majesty's deluded subjects in America are in open 
rebellion, and, like unnatural children, would destroy their 
ever indulgent parent, forgetting the torrents of blood spilt, 
and heaps of treasure expended for their preservation. 

" His sacred Majesty now calls us, and our fidelity obliges 
us, and I hope your inclinations prompt you to obey the 
dictates of so good and lenient a master. Let us, then, 
my brave and loyal countrymen, join hearts and hands, and 
cheerfully step forth in the glorious cause of our Creator, 
our King, and our Country. We have it in our power, 
by unanimity and inexhaustible resources, to reduce those 
Rebels to a due obedience to their Sovereign, and submis- 
sion to the laws of their Country, which will give a fresh 
conviction to all Europe that Hibernian laurels have not 
faded by time, but, on the contrary, are increasing in bloom 
and verdure." 

EXTRACTS OF A LETTER RECEIVED BY THE CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS, DATED LONDON, AUGUST 17, 1775. 

The design last spring was to have divided the troops 
sent out, as it is said, according to a plan of Governour 
Tryon's, which he gave to the Ministers, for carrying on 
the American war; but Gage's necessity has altered that 
plan for the present, and has obliged him to collect all the 
troops together at Boston; and Tryon, with all his malig- 
nity of heart, is compelled to sit still this season. As 
Tryon, for his conduct in North-Carolina, is in high esti- 
mation with the Ministry, his plan of attacking the different 
Colonies at the same time is still to be followed, and the 
talk is that troops will be sent to New-York, Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia. It is long since Carleton has received orders 
to enter the frontiers of the Northern Colonies, with the 
Canadians; and by his proclamation of martial law, he is 
endeavouring to put his orders in practice. It was part of 
Tryon's scheme to meet Carleton with the four Regiments 
that were ordered to New- York. This idea is not yet given 
up ; for I understand it is intended, if the shipwrights can 
be forced or cajoled to work again, to construct a number 
of flat-bottomed boats here, so contrived as when they 
touch the shore to throw down a platform, that will land 
at once six armed men, or may be used to fire field-pieces 
or swivel-guns from; they are, when completed here, to he 
taken to pieces, and sent to Canada to be used on the 
lakes. Besides the armies on foot, every Colony should^ 
diligently attend to training their militia, for their own in- 
ternal defence. All valuable goods should be removecL 
from Rhode-Island into the country, that the island may 
not be surprised as Boston was. The same thing should 
be done in the City of New- York ; and at the same time 
fortify some strong passes, to prevent any troops getting 
into the country. It would be a capita] stroke to get pos- 
session of Tryon's person. Philadelphia must also look 
to itself in time. 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

fchilaaelpriia, August 17, 177ST 

Sir: The Committee of Safety for this City and Pro-., 
vince being informed on Saturday last, that a ship from: 
Cork had come up to Gloucester, with some passengers, 
officers of the Ministerial Army, and a quantity of cloth- 
ing for that Army at Boston, immediately sent down Cap- 
tain Bradford with thirty men, to take those officers pri- 
soners, and at the same time an armed boat to bring up the 
clothing ; both of which orders were accordingly executed. 
The officers we have enlarged upon their written parole, 
to render themselves at your camp, and two soldiers taken 
with them, being their servants, on the parole of Major 
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French, the principal officer, copies of which paroles are 
enclosed. The Major requested, when he signed the pa- 
role, that we would, for his qualification, give him a certifi- 
cate of his making a claim in behalf of himself and the 
others, and that his claim was not admitted. We gratified 
him in this, and a copy of our certificate is also enclosed. 
They were allowed to take with them their own baggage; 
but the baggage of some other officers now in Boston, 
which he also requested, was refused, on account of the 
detention of the effects of our friends there by General 
Gage. So this baggage, with the clothing, which we un- 
derstand is for two regiments, is stored, to remain for the 
direction and disposition of the Congress. The officers 
and soldiers are to set out for your camp on Tuesday, the 
22d instant, accompanied by two respectable gentlemen of 
this City, Captain Willing and Captain Wharton, whom 
we beg leave to recommend to your notice, who will pro- 
tect the officers on the road, and forward their journey. 
No more gunpowder is yet arrived here. On the 10th 
instant we sent twenty-two hundred weight to General 
Schuyler, which was all we could possibly spare. 

With great esteem and respect, we have the honour to 
be, Sir, your most obedient humble servants. 

By order : B. Franklin, President. 

P. S. With this you will also receive a packet directed 
to an officer of the Ministerial Army, which we have not 
opened, but submit it to your discretion. 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE COMMITTF.E 
OF SAFETY FOR NEW-YORK. 

Philadelphia, August 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I am directed by the Committee of Safety 
for this Province, to request the favour of your Board to 
appoint a Committee to receive into their custody the 
sundry trunks, boxes, &c, described in the enclosed re- 
ceipt. They go from hence for your City by the stage, 
and we have given the master thereof a certificate of what 
they are, recommending them to the care of all persons into 
whose custody they come, until safely delivered to you 
or your Committee. These packages contain the clothing 
and other necessaries of Major French, Ensign Rotton, and 
Cadet McDermott, three officers of the Ministerial Troops, 
and their two servants, who having lately fallen within our 
District are made prisoners of war, and sent from hence 
for his Excellency General Washington's camp, upon their 
parole to surrender themselves to his orders, and not to 
bear arms against the United Colonies for twelve months, 
unless exchanged, nor to give intelligence of any publick 
affairs during the term of their parole. They are escorted 
by two Captains of our Military Association, and we have 
promised that their baggage should be sent forward to the 
camp with safety and expedition. It is judged that this 
application to you will be the best method of performing 
our promise, not doubting you are as desirous to preserve 
the publick faith, and promote the publick service, as we 
are. Major French will pay the charges attending the 
baggage ; or if he is gone from your City, or does not" pais 
through it, we will pay the same to your order ; therefore 
we have only to add our desire that you will forward the 
whole to the care of General Washington, in such manner 
as you may judge safest, most expeditious, and least expen- 
sive. I am further commanded to assure you that this 
Committee are ready at all times to pay the like attention 
to your Board that they expect from it; and on behalf of 
the Committee, I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your 
obedient humble servant, B. Franklin, President. 

To the Committee of Safety for the Province of New- York. 



ISAAC STOUTF.NBURGH AND OTHERS, TO THE NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

New- York, August 17, 1775. 
Mr. President and Gentlemen : We beg leave to 
inform you that several Independent Companies, already 
formed in this City, propose to unite together and establish 
a second Independent Battalion. And in confidence that 
die Congress will readily countenance every measure which 
.hath a. tgnjgacy to promote the publick good, they are 
thereby encouraged to request their patronage. 



As the appointment of field-officers belongs to the Con- 
gress, they would humbly beg leave to recommend the 
following gentlemen for that purpose, being persons whom, 
upon mature consideration, they find will be most acceptable 
to the companies which compose the battalion, viz: Cap- 
tain Wm. Heyer, Colonel ; Captain Ch'r Barker, or Mr. 
P. Curtenius, for Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Mr. William 
Malcom, as Major. They flatter themselves that this nomi- 
nation will be agreeable to the Congress, and that they will 
indulge the companies therein. With respect to the two gen- 
tlemen who are named as Lieutenant-Colonel, the preference 
of the Congress will be cheerfully acquiesced with. 

They particularly request that the Congress will take this 
matter into their consideration, as soon as more, weighty 
affairs will permit, as they would wish to get the battalion 
in a respectable situation before the season is too far ad- 
vanced. 

In behalf of four companies, we are, with due respect, Mr. 
President and Gentlemen, your most obedient servants, 

Isaac Stoutenburgh, 
Christopher Benson, 
John Laboyteaux, 
Jeremiah Wool. 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, New- York. 



WESTCHESTER (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Westchester, at the 
White Plains, on Thursday and Friday, the seventeenth 
and eighteenth days of August instant: The Committee 
divided the said County into Districts or Beats, agreeable 
to the directions of the Provincial Congress, for "forming 
Militia and Minute Companies, and directed the members 
of the Committee, residing in each District or Beat, to 
advertise in some publick places, and to give personal 
notice to the inhabitants to meet, embody themselves, and 
choose their officers on next Thursday, and then entered 
into the following Resolutions, and agreed that the.same be 
published, viz: 

1. Resolved, That all persons who shall sell or buy any 
Tea in this County, and all boatmen and others who 
shall purchase Tea at New-York or elsewhere, out of the 
County, for the use of themselves or others residing in the 
County, after the twenty-fourth day of August instant, 
shall be considered and treated as contemners of the Reso- 
lutions of the Continental Congress and this Committee, 
and as inimical to the liberties of this Country. 

2. Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is hereby 
recommended to the inhabitants of this County immediately 
to desist from Horse-racing and all kinds of gaming; and 
that persons who do not, shall be considered as foes to mo- 
rality and good order, and to the prosperity of this Country, 
and be dealt with accordingly. 

By order of the Committee : 

Gilbert Drake, Chairman. 



mamacoting (new-york) committee. 
At a meeting of the Committee of the Precinct of Ma- 
macoting, in Ulster County, agreeable to notice from the 
Chairman, on Thursday, the 17th August, 1775 : The 
Committee taking into consideration the Provincial Con- 
gress' Resolve of the eighth of this instant, concerning 
the purchasing or hiring of Arms, have resolved that each 
and every member of this Committee do make particular 
inquiry in their respective Districts, and endeavour to pur- 
chase or hire all the Arms fit for immediate service, and 
that they do return the same to Mr. William Rose, on or 
before the twentieth of this instant, who is appointed to 
deliver them to Colonel Clinton or his order. 

Resolved secondly, That Jacob R. Be Witt is chosen 
Captain of the Peinpack Company, agreeable to the Re- 
sol ve of the Provincial Congress on the ninth pf this instant ; 
Abr'm Cuddeback, First Lieutenant, Robert Cook, Second 
Lieutenant, and Samuel King, Ensign ; and that they be 
returned to the Provincial Congress accordingly. 

By order of the Comrrjittee : 

John Young, Chairman. 

To the Prov inc ial Congress at New-York, to the care of 
Colonel .Tames Clinton.. 
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ALBANV^CCHMITTEE TO NEW-TORK CONGRESS. 
. ; i,jtt,:,'.a;' {Albany Committee Chamber, August 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Yesterday came down herefrom Ticon- 
deroga, under a guard consisting of a sergeant and thirteen 
rneif, Alexander White, Esquire, Sheriff of Tryon County, 
John Connor, Peter Boon, and Lewis Clement, who had 
been taken prisoners by a party of General Schuyler's men 
at one GillilanaVs, on Lake Champlain, accompanied by 
three Indians, who were also taken and brought before the 
General at Ticonderoga. On their arrival the Indians 
wereby us forwarded in a wagon to Schenectady, on their 
way home, after receiving a present, in conformity to the 
General's letter, a copy of which we enclose you. We 
setjd down under guard, White and Conner; the other two, 
•■ viz. Clement and Boon, we have thought most prudent to 
detain here until we hear from you on the subject, as we 
were apprehensive that sending them down might create 
some jealousy and discontent among the Indians, (among 
whom they have some influence,) whose friendship we 
most ardently wish to cultivate. 

That you may be able to judge of the matter with the 
more precision, we enclose a state of the case which occa- 
sioned Mr. White's flying from Tryon County, and a copy 
of the examination taken by General Schuyler of the party 
who took White's party, as also copies of two letters from 
Sir John Johnson to Mr. White. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants. By 
order of the Committee : 

. ' Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 



fJOLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Roxbury Camp, August 17, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: I have your esteemed favour of the 
fourteenth August. I could wish to have my companies 
join the regiment, but submit willingly their disposition to 
the publick service. If the Ministerial Troops do not leave 
us before some works are finished, which are near com- 
pleted, and a supply of powder is in, I expect We shall be 
, ordered to begin the salute. There is not proper and suf- 
ficient provision made for our sick, and some other neces- 
sary matters. I could wish the Governour and Council 
would order Gen. Spencer to see that it be done. Many of 
our sick are in a suffering condition for want of house-room, 
he. iVlany of our soldiers might as well be at home as 
here, whose arms are out of order, no armourers established. 
I have made frequent applications for iron, but I cannot 
obtain any. If the officers here had authority to procure 
such things as the publick service absolutely requires, it 
would, I trust, be quickly and prudently done ; but we are 
not willing to do much of our own heads, Brother John 
will be (n my mess. The post calls, The enemy are now 
endeavouring to molest our people at work near Lamb's 
Dam, by cannon and bombs. 

I conclude with that I am, most respectfully, your dutiful 
and affectionate son, Jed. Huntington. 

Governour Trumbull. 

' . COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION OF POWNALBOROUGH, EAST 
PRECINCT (NEW-YORK.) 

To deprive a man of the benefits of society, by holding 
him up to the world as an enemy to his Country, is a task 
that must be disagreeable to humanity; but the duty incum- 
bent on every person who is intrusted with power, to pre- 
vent the violation of the African Association, makes it 
necessary to publish the following facts : 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for the 
■■* ^ East Precinct of Pownalborpugh, on the 20th day of May 
p8i-4 lastj they sent for Abiel Wood, against whom some com- 
plaints were made, and the following facts were proved 
against him, viz: 

1 . That when the result of the Continental Congress was 
made publick, the said Wood declared his disapprobation of 
the same in every respect, and reported that the Members 
of said Congress drank thirty bumpers of wine a piece be- 
fore they passed their Resolves, and added, if said Resolves 
were adhered tOj_the Country would be ruined ; and said 
Wood declared he would not abide by said Resolves. 

2. That said Wood did order out Cordage, Sail-Cloth, 
and Salt, after he had read the Continental Association. 



3. That the said Wood spoke disrespectfully of the 
method recommended by the Provincial Congress for 
choosing Officers, and said the Officers were rebels and 
traitors, and discourager] the men in this Parish from exer- 
cising under said Officers, saying they would be hanged if 
they should learn to exercise. 

4. That the said Wood brought from Boston certain 
pamphlets, entitled " An Address to all reasonable Ameri- 
cans," and spread the same, and extolled the pamphlet, 
saying it contained nothing but the truth, and was the best 
book that was ever wrote ; and the said Wood, speaking of 
a pamphlet wrote in England, entitled " Considerations on 
Measures now carrying on in America," said it began with 
a lie and ended with the same. 

5. That the said Wood was a Selectman in 1774, and 
being applied to, to call a Town-Meeting in order to choose 
a Committee of Inspection, he would not grant a war- 
rant for so doing, saying it was against law, and there was 
an Act of Parliament against Town-Meetings. 

6. That said Wood reported for truth, that the Province 
of New- York, and twelve Towns in this and Connecticut 
Provinces, had voted not to abide by the result of the Con- 
tinental Congress,, and thereby endeavoured to discourage 
the people of this Parish from approving of the same. 

7. That the said Wood declared the Acts of Parlia- 
ment for raising a revenue in America were not grievances, 
but ought to be submitted to; and that, the Act for block- 
ing up the Port of Boston was a just punishment ; and said 
that John Hancock, Esquire, Samuel Adams, and Josiah 
Quincy, were the cause of all the disturbances and difficul- 
ties we are involved in. 

8. That the said Wood declared the Provincial Congress 
of this Province ought not to be minded, for the greatest 
part of said Congress were damned villains, and that they 
destroyed the tea, and acted only to deceive the people 
and stir up rebellion ; and that the Resolves recommend- 
ing the choosing the Officers in this Province was high 
treason. 

9. That the said Wood commended the coasters for car- 
rying timber to the Troops. 

10. That the said Wood being asked why he did not 
carry timber to the Troops, said, because he was afraid 
of the people ; and added, it was time now to throw off fear, 
for he had lost thousands by fearing to supply the Troops ; 
and on being informed the Provincial Congress had forbid 
supplying the Regular Troops, said Wood, declared most 
of the Congress were damned villains, saying there was 
Hancock, Adams, and others, acted out of selfish views in 
destroying the tea ; and being informed Mr. Hancock did 
not destroy the tea, the said Wood offered to give his oath 
before any Justice of the Peace, that Mr. Hancock was the 
first man that went on board the vessel to destroy the 
tea, and that the devil had made them believe that one of 
them should be a King, another a Governour, and that 
they should be in some great places of honour and profit, 
and their views were to stir up the people to sedition, 
in order to accomplish their designs. This was spoke 
concerning Mr. Hancock and the Provincial Congress, in 
April, 1775* 

* Ebenezer Whittier, of lawful ago, testifies and declares, that soma 
time in April last, Abiel Wood, merchant, commended the coasters ' 
for carrying up boards and timber for the Troops ; that the said Wood 
being asked why he did not carry timber to the Troops; he, the said 
Wood, said it was because he was afraid of the people ; and added, it 
was time now to throw off fear, for he had lost thousands by fearing to 
supply the Troops ; and on being informed by the deponent tile Provin- 
cial Congress had forbid the supplying the Regular Troops, he, the said 
Wood, said the most of the Congress were damned villains, saying there 
was Hancock, Adams, &.O., acted out of selfish views in destroying the 
tea ; and being told by the deponent Mr. Hancock did not destroy tho 
tea, the said Wood offered to give his oath before any Justice of tho 
Peace, that Mr. Hancock was the first man tliat went on board the ves- 
sel to destroy the tea, and that the devil had made them believe that_ 
one of them should be a King, another a Governour, and that they 
should be in some great places of honour and profit, and their views 
were to stir up the people to sedition, in order to accomplish their de. 
signs. This was spoken concerning Mr. Hancock and the Provincial 
Congress, in April, 1775. That the said Wood spoke disrespectfully of 
the method recommended by the Provincial Congress for choosing offi- 
cers; and that the said Wood reported for truth, that the Province of 
New-York, and twelve Towns in this and Connecticut Province, had 
voted not to abide by the result of the Continental Congress, and there- 
by endeavoured to discourage the people of this Province from appro- 
ving the same. Ebenezer Whittier. 

Lincolx, ss., June 9, 1775 : 

The said Ebenezer Whittier. made oath to the above writing by him 
subscribed, be fore me, Thomas Rice, Juxticeaf Pence. 
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The Committee thereupon voted, that Abiel Wood was 
an enemy to his Country. 

On the 24th of May last the Ship Christian, Christopher 
Williamson, master, arrived here, having on board one 
hundred and ninety-eight coils of Cordage, one hundred 
and seventy-eight bars of Flat Iron, and six Anchors, which 
were shipped by John Hfttly, of Whitehaven, on the 20th 
day of February last, on account and risk of Abiel Wood, 
and to be delivered to him at said Pownalborough, the 
dangers of the seas only excepted. 

The Committee ordered the Cordage, Anchors and 
Iron should be sent back forthwith. 

The said Ship sailed the 28th following, and Abiel Wood 
went in said Ship to Nova-Scotia. A Sloop of said Wood 
sailed about the same time, and at sea said Wood had part 
of the Cordage taken out of said Ship and put on board 
his Sloop. Said Wood had all the Cordage, Anchors and 
Iron above-mentioned carried to Nova-Scotia, and there 
landed and disposed of the same. Said Wood has also 
made another trip to Nova-Scotia, (since he carried the 
Cordage,) with Salt, and on the 8th instant arrived here, 
having cleared out from Nova-Scotia to New-York for 
Provisions. 

The Committee therefore think it their duty to, and they 
hereby publish the said Abiel Wood as a violator of the 
American Association, and an enemy to this Country, 
and that he ought to be treated as such, notwithstanding a 
late publication in Mr. Hall's paper, by the Committee of 
Correspondence, to the contrary. 

By order of the Committee _of Inspection for the East 
Parish in Pownalborough: 

Timo. Laxgdon, Chairman. 

East Precinct, Pownalborough, August 17, 1775. 

TIMOTHY PARSONS TO THE PCBLICK. 

A certain Abiel Wood, of Pownalborough, having laid 
a plan, with the assistance of Thomas Rice, and the rest 
of the Committee of Correspondence of that Town, to 
supply the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia with provisions, con- 
trary to, and in direct violation of the Resolves of the 
Continental Congress, I think it my duty to expose them, 
and every person who shall endeavour to break through the 
grand rules by which alone we must expect to effect a 
defeat of our unnatural enemies. 

Wood, after he had been to Nova-Scotia with a large 
quantity of goods, which he imported in opposition to the 
Continental Association ; after he had committed the nu- 
merous outrageous crimes mentioned in a publication of the 
Committee of Inspection of Pownalborough, in Mr. Edcs's 
paper of the 11th ultimo ; after, by his finesse and low cun- 
ning, he had raised many and great disturbances in this 
place, by forging and spreading lies in favour of the British 
Ministry, and against America; after, when by his friends 
he was advised to desist from such male-practices, seeing 
he could not effect his purpose of torifying the whole 
Town, and that his efforts would only tend to disturb the 
peace and virtue of the people, (for he had many, if not a 
majority of them dependant upon him,) replied, if the 
Town was ruled by his opinion, that a pepper-corn would 
turn a scale, and that he was determined to persist in what 
he had undertaken, and the worst the Committee could do, 
was to publish him in the papers, which he cared not for. 
After all these things, the said Committee of Correspon- 
dence, of which Mr. Rice is the principal, met at Wood's 
house, notwithstanding they were knowing to the truth of 
the above ; and furthermore, that he had the very goods he 
imported, as mentioned, then on sale in Nova-Scotia; and 
having eat dinner with him, and drank up all his ale, they 
composed the piece which appeared in Messrs. Hall's 
paper, purporting that he had not violated the Association 
in any respect, &,c, and that for the rash words he had 
spoken he had made an acknowledgment, which acknow- 
ledgment has never appeared other than the dinner and 
ale ; and consented that he might go to Nova-Scotia with 
a large quantity of salt, for the support of the British fish- 
eries, in opposition to the Continental Resolves to the con- 
trary, which he religiously executed with his sloop ; and 
on his return he cleared out for New- York, but he touched 
inhere. : ... .--...^ _ r ■_- ■ 

"The Committee of Inspection, alarmed at so violent an 



act of opposition as the supplying our enemies with pro- 
visions, or even the violation of the Congress' Resolves, 
tvhich is the grand criterion of every friend to his Country 
in his Committee conduct, met and voted that it was not 
safe he should proceed until he had liberty from the Gene- 
ral Court of this Province. An evidence respecting 
Wood's design, follows, viz : 

" I, Stewart Hunt, of lawful age, testify and say, that 
some time in June or July last, I heard Abiel Wood, of 
Pownalborough, say he was determined to carry on trade 
to Nova-Scotia, and that he could get corn at the south- 
ward, and that he would go a voyage for corn, and clear it 
out for Nova- Scotia, and that on his voyage he could come 
into Shecpscot, and leave part of his cargo there, and then 
proceed to Nova-Scotia with the remainder of his cargo, 
in order to cancel his bonds ; and I heard the said Wood, 
say, that he hoped John Hancock and the Adamses would 
be hanged, for they have made all the disturbances ; and 
if some of the leaders were hung, the rest would be easy; 
and that there would be no peace till some were hung ; anil 
at many other times he seemed disposed to terrify the peo- 
ple, by saying all that have signed the covenant would cer- 
tainly be hanged, &z,c. I do now solemnly declare the 
above to be the truth. Stewart Hunt. 

"Pownalborough, August 25, 1775." 

The General Court having ordered that the Committee 
of Correspondence in the several Towns should be autho- 
rized to clear out vessels, the property of well known friends 
to this Country, to go to the southward after provisions, the 
said Thomas Rice, with the rest of the Committee, cleared 
out said Wood's Sloop, Zebalon Baker, master, although 
he has been published an open enemy to this Country. It 
is therefore hoped, in justice to the cause of liberty, as well 
as to prevent said Wood from supplying the people in Nova- 
Scotia, where he has a store, and carries on trade now with 
provisions, contrary to the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, that the Committee, in what port she now is or 
may be at, will detain her so as to prevent such abandoned 
designs being executed. 

The following is an Address to the Committee of Corres- 
pondence. 

Question 1. Did you clear out Abiel Wood's Sloop be- 
cause he has made it his business for nine months past to 
curse both Continental and Provincial Congresses, and tell 
the most scandalous lies of them which he could invent? 

2. Was it because he endeavoured to discourage the 
good people of this place from regarding the Continental 
Association ? 

3. Was it because he tried to frighten the people of the 
Town from choosing Militia Officers, and a person for learn- 
ing them the exercise, by telling them it was high treason, 
and they would all be hanged for it; and by such actions 
has got a party of about forty men in the Town to join with 
him ; has deterred the youth from their noble designs, by 
reading the law respecting the London apprentices, and 
concluded by saying, if they met to exercise, they would 
be hanged in the same manner with them ? 

4. Was it because he, in a most notorious manner, broke 
the Continental Association, and in consequence was pub- 
lished in the papers as an enemy to his Country? 

5. Was it becausehe traded, and now continues to trade, 
to Nova-Scotia, in open violation of the Continental Re- 
solves, and his determination of carrying" the provisions 
there, for which his vessel is gone by your recommenda- 
tion ? 

6. Was it because the Committee of Inspection voted 
it unsafe to let his sloop proceed on her voyage, as she was 
going with supplies to a place prohibited by the Congress ? 

7. Was it because he, with Thomas Rice, Esq., one of 
your Committee, granted a warrant for the annual March 
meeting, agreeable to one of the Acts of Parliament, against 
which the present noble resistance is made ? 

8. Was it because you are determined to avert the just 
punishment which he is liable to for violating the Associa- 
tion, by assisting him to carry on a trade with the enemy? 

9. Was it because you thought him a friend to this 
Country, by endeavouring to establish the mild Acts of 

.Parliament lately exported from England; Acts which 
were granted to take our money without our consent ; blook 
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up our ports ; alter our ancient, valuable Constitution; stop 
our feherjes L which the God of nature had given us in such 
plenty For our easy and cheap maintenance ; seize our ves- 
sels, and stop our trade ? 

Such, gentlemen, are the real facts which you know 
Wood has been guilty of; and if from them you draw the 
conclusion that he was a friend to this Country; or if it 
was from other motives, I should be glad to have them in 
answer to this, through the channel of the newspapers, so 
that your conduct, which appears to be that of the Town, 
may appear to the world in its true, proper or improper 
light. 

I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

Timothy Parsons. 
Pownalborough, October 3, 1775. 



TIMOTHY LANGDON TO THE PtJBLICK. 

Pownalborough, October 6, 1775. 

As the dismissing a Committee of Inspection reflects 
disgrace on the Town that dismiss it, or the Committee 
dismissed, I desire you would publish the following state 
of facts relative to the dismissing the Committee of Inspec- 
tion for the East Precinct of Pownalborough, that the 
publick may judge whether they were dismissed for good 
re'asons or no :. 

Abiel Wood, of Pownalborough, having been guilty of 
many misdemeanours, and violated the Association, the 
Committee thought it their duty to publish him to the world 
as an epemy to his Country. A state of facts, relative to 
his conduct, was drawn up in May last, and laid on the table 
of the late Congress. The Committee thought it prudent 
to suspend the publishing his name in the papers, as he had 
sailed with his family for Nova-Scotia. 

The Town of Pownalborough having been without a 
Committee of Correspondence till the 22d of June last, the 
inhabitants then assembled, and made choice of Thomas 
Rice, Esq., Messrs. Michael Sevey, John Decker, Jun., 
Edmond Bridge, and Obadiah Call, for that purpose. 

Soon after the Committee of Correspondence was chosen, 
Mr. Wood returned from Nova-Scotia, and made applica- 
tion to the above gentlemen, whereupon they voted him a 
friend to his Country, though they knew that he had vio- 
lated the Association by importing cordage, &,c.;' they also 
gave him a permit to go to Nova-Scotia, in direct violation 
of the Resolve of the American Congress jn May last ; 
they also published a piece in Messrs. Hall's paper, declar- 
ing to the world that Mr. Wood was a friend to the Coun- 
try. 

The Committee of Inspection thought themselves ag- 
grieved by the publication of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence, and sent a Petition to the General Court, with 
a state of facts ; they also sent a state of facts relating to 
Mr. Wood's conduct to the press. The General Court 
took the Petition of the Committee of Inspection into 
consideration, and passed the following Resolve : 

" In the House of Representatives, Watertown, 
August 3, 1775. 

" Resolved, That the facts alleged in the Petition of 
Timothy Langdon, and others, Committee of Inspection 
for the East Parish of the Town of Pownalborough, against 
Mr. Abiel Wood, respecting his conduct, were proper to 
be considered by the Committees of Inspection ; and that 
from their representation they had sufficient evidence of 
the facts to de,em him an enemy to his Country ; arid that 
Committees of Inspection are the only bodies recommended 
by the Continental Congress to judge and determine re- 
specting infringements of the Association of the Continen- 
tal Congress; and that Committees of Correspondence are 
not authorized for that end ; and that, from the represent- 
ation made by the Committee of Inspection, this Court 
approve of their conduct. Sent up for concurrence : 

(i James Wabren, Speaker. 

" In Council read and concurred : 

" Attest : P. Morton, Secretary pro tern. 

" Consented to, by fifteen of the Council." 

Between the time of sending the Petition to Court, and the 
return of the General Court's doings, Mr. Wood returned 
from his second trip to Nova-Scotia. He drew a Petition 



which was signed by a number of the inhabitants, and sent 
it to the Selectmen for a Town-meeting to be called, to dis- 
miss the Committee of Inspection. One of the Selectmen 
refused to grant a warrant for that purpose ; two Select- 
men signed it, and as it is in Mr. Wood's hand-writing, 
and he may think me partial unless I publish it, I shall 
give the article to the publick. 

1st. To choose a Moderator for said Town-meeting. 

2d. To see if the Town approve of the proceedings of 
Ebenezer Whittier, Timothy Langdon, Timothy Parsons, 
or any of the Committee of Inspection on the East side of 
said Town. 

3d. To see if the Town will dismiss the old, and choose 
a new Committee of Inspection on the East side of said 
Town. 

The Town accordingly met on the 4th of September, 
but the Selectmen, either conscious they had done wron«" 
in granting the warrant, or some other reasons best known 
to themselves, did not appear at the meeting. Mr. Wood's 
party were at first thrown into confusion, and some of them 
went to the Selectman who would not sign the warrant 
and ordered him to the meeting, but he refused to go ; they 
then returned to the meeting, and after consulting with 
one who thinks himself a judge of law, they determined 
they could hold a meeting without the Selectmen, or either 
of them being present. They then (to their immortal 
honour be it spoken) made choice of a man for their mo- 
derator who at the last March meeting had the audacity 
to declare that he hoped before six months were at an 
end he should see half the Continent in fetters. 

One of the Committee desired leave to read the above 
Resolve of the General Court, which being granted, and 
the Resolve read, Mr. Moderator and Mr. Wood assured 
the assembly they did not know the men who signed the 
Resolve, that they had nothing to do with them, and that 
the Resolve had nothing to do with the Town-meeting. 
They then passed the following votes, viz : 

Voted, That they do not approve of the proceedings of 
the Committee of Inspection on the East side of the Town. 

Voted, To dismiss the old, and choose a new Commit- 
tee for the East side of said Town. 

One of my brethren and myself moved, that the as- 
sembly would act consistently, and record the reasons for 
dismissing the Committee, but Mr. Moderator assured us 
there was no article in the warrant for that purpose. 

After the assembly had dismissed the Committee of In- 
spection, Mr. Wood applied to the before-mentioned Com- 
mittee of Correspondence, and they gave him liberty to 
take his sloop, which the Committee of Inspection had 
stopped for trading to Nova-Scotia; they also gave to him 
(or one Baker, who has been in the sloop trading to Nova- 
Scotia) a certificate of his being a friend to the Country, 
agreeable to the Resolve of the General Court, that he 
might go to Philadelphia for provisions, although they 
knew that, at the time of granting the certificate, Mr. 
Baker had a clearance for that sloop from Nova- Scotia 
for New- York. And it does appear by a deposition which 
is ready to be published, that Mr. Wood declared he would 
get a certificate from the Committee, and make use of it 
to get provisions, and trade to Nova-Scotia. 

The above being facts, it is incumbent upon the Town 
of Pownalborough to give some reasons for their conduct, 
and upon the Committee of Correspondence to justify their 
proceedings to the world. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Timothy Langdon. 



The Hague, August 18, 1775. 
Their High Mightinesses the States-General have this 
day issued a Proclamation, of which the following is a trans- 
lation : „ 

proclamation. 

The States-General of the United Provinces, to all who 
shall see, or hear these presents read, greeting : 
' Be it known, that as the reasons which induced us here- 
tofore Jo prohibit the exportation of Ammunition to the 
English Colonies still subsist, we have again thought fit 
absolutely to prohibit, and we hereby absolutely do prohi- 
bit all exportation of Ammunition, Gunpowder, Guns and 
Shot, by ships belonging to the dominions of Great Britain, 
for the further term of a year, on pain, not only of confis- 
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cation of the Arras and Ammunition which shall be found 
there on board, but also of a fine of a thousand guilders 
over and above, at the charge of the commander, whose 
ship shall be answerable and liable to execution for the 
same. 

That we have further thought fit to enact, and we do 
hereby enact, that during the aforesaid further term of one 
year, no Gunpowder, Guns, Shot, or other instruments of 
war, shall be embarked on board any other ships, whether 
foreign or belonging to this Country, to be transported 
abroad, without consent and permission of the College of 
Admiralty, under whose jurisdiction the embarkation shall 
be made, on pain of confiscation of the Arms, Gunpowder, 
Guns, Shot, or other Ammunition, which shall have been 
embarked without permission, and of the commander's in- 
curring a fine of a thousand guilders, on board of whose 
ship the said Arms and Ammunition shall have been em- 
barked, and his ship be answerable and liable to execution 
for the said fine. 

And that no one may pretend ignorance hereof, we call 
upon and require the States, the hereditary Stadtholder, the 
Committee of Council, and the deputations of the States 
of the respective Provinces, and all other the officers and 
justices of these Countries, to cause this our Proclamation 
to be forthwith promulgated, published, and affixed in all 
places where the same is necessary, and where such pub- 
lication is wont to be made ; and we further charge and 
command the Counsellors of the Admiralty, the Advo- 
cates-General, and Cornmis-General, together with all Ad- 
mirals, Vice Admirals, Captains, Officers, and Commanders, 
to pay obedience to this our Proclamation, proceeding, and 
causing to be proceeded against the transgressors thereof, 
without favour, connivance, dissimulation or composition ; 
for such have we found meet. 

Given at the Hague, under the seal of the State, the 
signature of the President of our Assembly, and the coun- 
ter-signature of our Grejjier, August 18, 1775. 

G. Van Hardenbroek. 

By order of the States-General : „ ^ 

J H. r AGEL. 



NANSEMOND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE, 

At a meeting held for Nansemond County, August the 
18th, 1775 : 

It being reported that Messrs. Donaldson and Hamilton, 
merchants in the Town of Suffolk, had intentionally ship- 
ped a considerable quantity of Provisions to Boston, in the 
Brigantine John, Hugh Kennedy master, contrary to a 
resolution ;of the Committee of New- York, made April 
27th, 1775, and acceded to by the several Provinces; the 
aforesaid gentlemen appeared, and several depositions and 
protests being read, fully convinced this Committee that 
the said Donaldson and Hamilton intended the voyage of 
the said brig for Antigua, and that it was by the express 
direction of the Governour and Captain of the man-of-war, 
(who had information of her loading with Provisions three 
weeks before she sailed) that the said brig was taken, and 
carried to Boston. The aforesaid gentlemen being charged 
with shipping some Ham and Butter, on the 17th of April 
last, to Henry Lloyd, a gentlemen of Boston : 

Resolved, That the said gentlemen in so doing have 
not violated the Association, the said articles being shipped 
prior to any resolution to the contrary. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Gregorie, Clerk. 



THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO HORATIO GATES. 

Annnpolis, August 18, 17T5. 

Mr dear Sir; I received yours of the 21st July, and 
in a day or two afterwards forwarded your letter to Mrs. 
Gates, by my brother, with directions, if she had left 
Fredericktown, where she then was on a visit, and had no 
immediate good opportunity, to send a servant on purpose. 

Lshal! be very unhappy that petitioning the King, to 
which measure I was a friend, should give you or any one 
else attached to the cause of America and liberty, the least 
uneasiness, You and I, and America in general, may 
almost universally wish, in the first place to establish our 
liberties; our second wish is, a reunion with Great Bri- 



tain; so may we preserve the empire entire, and the con- 
stitutional liberty, founded in whiggish principles, handed 
down to us by our ancestors. In order to strengthen our- 
selves to accomplish these great ends, we ought, in my 
opinion, to conduct ourselves so as to unite America and 
divide Britain; this, as it appears to me, may most likely 
be effected by doing rather more than less in the peaceable 
line, than would be required if our petition is rejected 
with contempt, which I think most likely. Will not our 
friends in England be still more exasperated against the 
Court? And will not our very moderate men on this side 
of the water be compelled to own the necessity of oppo- 
sing force by force ? The rejection of the New- York 
petition was very serviceable to America. If our petition 
should be granted, the troops will be recalled, the obnoxious 
acts repealed, and we restored to the footing of 1763. If 
the petition should not be granted, but so far attended to 
as to lay the groundwork of a negotiation, Britain must, 
I think, be ruined by the delay : if she subdues us at all, 
it must be by a most violent and sudden exertion of her 
force; and if we can keep up a strong party in England, 
headed by such characters as Lord Chatham, and the others 
in the present opposition, Bute, Mansfield, and North, 
and a corrupt majority, cannot draw the British force fully 
into action against us. Our friends will certainly continue 
such as long as they see we do not desire to break from a 
reasonable and beneficial connexion with the Mother Coun- 
try ; but if, unhappily for the whole Empire, they should 
once be convinced by our conduct that we design to 
break from that connexion, I am apprehensive they will 
thenceforth become our most dangerous enemies ; the 
greatest and first law of self-preservation will justify, nay 
compel it. The cunning Scotchmen and Lord North 
fully feel the force of this reasoning ; hence their industry 
to make it be believed in England that we have a scheme 
of Independence, a general term they equivocally use, to 
signify to the friends of liberty a breaking off all connex- 
ion; and to Tories, that we dispute the supremacy of Par- 
liament. In the Declaratory Act is the power of binding 
us, by its acts, in all cases whatever ; the latter we do most 
certainly dispute, and I trust shall successfully fight against, 
with the approbation of every honest Englishman. 

Lord North's proposition, and consequent resolution of 
Parliament, were insidiously devised to wear the face of 
peace, and embarrass us in the choice of evils — either to 
accept and be slaves, or reject and increase the number 
and power of our enemies. I flatter myself that your 
petition will present to him only a choice of means injuri- 
ous to his villanous schemes. 

Our Convention met the very day of my getting home. 
The meeting was very full ; we sat close many days, by six 
o'clock in the morning, and by candlelight in the evening. 
Our people were very prompt to do every thing desired ; 
they have appropriated £100,000 for the defence of this 
Province, a great part of it to be laid out in the military 
line immediately, part contingently, and the rest for estab- 
lishing manufactories of salt, saltpetre, and gunpowder. 

We have an association ascertaining the necessity and 
justifiableness of repelling force by force, to be universally 
signed; and strict resolutions with regard to our Militia, 
which is to be as comprehensive here as perhaps in any 
country in the wqrld, when called to action. We are to be 
subject to the congressional rules and regulations for the 
Army. A Committee of Safety, composed of sixteen, is, 
in the recess of the Convention, to have the supreme di- 
rection. We yet retain the forms of our Government, 
but there is no real force or efficacy in it; if the intelli- 
gence we have from England looks toward war, I dare 
say this Province will not hesitate to discharge all officers, 
and go boldly into it at once. 

I have not lately heard any thing particular from Vir- 
ginia that can be depended on ; their Convention has had 
a long sitting, and I have no doubt but spirited measures, 
becoming themselves and adequate to their circumstances, 
are adopted. We have the pleasure now and then to 
hear of your successful skirmishes. I long to hear that you 
have all your riflemen, and am particularly anxious as to 
their conduct. The spirit has run through our young men 
so much, that if the business proceeds, notwithstanding the 
scarcity of men in this and the other Southern Provinces, I 
believe we must furnish you with a battalion or two; if, as 
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T hope, those who are gone acquire reputation, many of our 
youth will Tie on~fire;~the difficulty now is to regulate and 
direct the spirit of the people at large ; and I verily believe, 
that instead of J.heir being discouraged by a check on our 
military achievements, a sore rub would inflame them near- 
ly to madness and desperation. I have already solicited 
your notice of several young gentlemen from Maryland ; 
Lieutenant Griffith and Daniel Dorsey, volunteers with 
Captain Cresap's Company, and all young men of con- 
nexion with us ; their fathers, with whom I have an intimacy 
and friendship, are ambitious that they should be regarded 
by you, and desire I should make a favourable mention of 
them with that, view. You must not be surprised ; the 
rank you hold in the opinion of my countrymen must 
make you the military father of the Maryland youth. I 
have not a personal acquaintance with these three young 
gentlemen, but their passion for the service is a powerful 
recommendation. 

Our Convention set one example of banishment. Our 
association, I believe, will occasion a good many, chiefly 
Scotch, to return again to their own country. On a late 
alarm, twelve out of thirteen North Britons enrolled in one 
company, refused to march, on which they were disarm- 
ed ; the alarm proved false, within an hour after the fatal 
discovery. I am very unwilling to do any thing harsh, 
but it is surely time to know who may be depended on. 
Under pretence of neutrality, our inveterate enemies will 
remain silent till we are on the hip, and then fall on like 
devils to overthrow us. 

I have done myself much pleasure in writing you this 
loose unconnected letter, and I shall have more in know- 
ing the length of it does not tire you. My best wishes 
attend you. 

I am, my dear Sir, your most affectionate servant, 

Thomas Johnson, Jun. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, August 18, 1775. 

Sir : I have before me his Excellency General Wash- 
ington's letter of the 14th instant, wherein he mentions, 
" We begin to feel a scarcity of lead. I have concluded that 
part of the stock found at Ticonderoga should be brought 
down ; for this purpose have wrote to General Schuyler." 

He desires me to take the direction of this matter, and 
be cautious and not suffer it to be water-borne when there 
is any danger of the enemy's shipping. His letter to you 
on that head 1 conclude is enclosed. I have wrote to Mr. 
Commissary Phelps that it will be sent by the returning 
teams from Lake George to him at Albany, from thence 
he is to direct it in the safest, least expensive, and directest 
way to the camp before Boston; not to suffer it to be 
water-borne where there is any danger. Possibly it may 
be best to carry it down the North River, as far as Colonel 
Hoffman's, and there taken into carts or wagons, and carried 
in the best and most direct way by land. 

We have at Middletown, in this Colony, a lead mine, 
about seven or eight tons of ore raised, and preparations 
making to smelt it. It is expected saltpetre will soon be 
made in plenty, and there is no doubt of finding sulphur. 
These internal resources for ammunition will prevent the 
operation of the mischievous measures by cutting us off 
from all foreign supplies. Eight wagon loads of powder 
went into camp before Boston yesterday. Five deserters 
have come in lately. Our forces have the advantage in all 
little skirmishes. They have about one hundred prisoners. 
Friday last his Excellency wrote to General Gage, de- 
sirinc him to free our prisoners from the common jail, in 
which both officers and soldiers are confined ; informing 
him that unless he liberated them from that confinement, 
his officers and soldiers should be treated in the same man- 
ner. I have not heard the answer. People continue to 
come out slowly from Boston, who agree not more than 
six thousand men fit for duty in the enemy's fortress and 
camp. 

August 2lst. — Since writing the above I am favoured 
with your letter of the fourteenth, with yours to my son. 
1 hope with you concerning the tents for Colonel Hinman , s_ 
Regiment, although I am not without fears of unnecessary 
delays. I doubt not it will recover many of the sick to 
find they are going in action. I perceive a complaint of 



bad water ; hope they will go where they will find better. 
Am obliged for your congratulations on my son's appoint- 
ment. 'Tis truly agreeable to find it approved of. He set 
out for New- York on Thursday seven-night, and this day 
received a letter from him, informing that he is going to 
Philadelphia for the money. He has orders for one hun- 
dred thousand Dollars, and mentions your right to draw for 
two hundred thousand more if needed. Shall send an 
express to meet him at New- York. 1 have sent to Colonel 
Mott to make all possible haste up. I am surprised at the 
mention of Congress preventing your going forward at so 
promising an opportunity. Our enemies are the Ministerial 
Troops in Canada, while the Canadians are our friends, 
and will join us at a time when they are able and not forced 
to the contrary by our enemies. The Indians will join the 
Canadians, and it will save both blood and treasure to make 
our approach while our enemies are few and every thing 
looks promising. There are at least seven hundred and fifty 
men, who may possibly be spared, who are yet in this Colo- 
ny, to assist in the enterprise. Since receiving yours, have 
given the intelligence to General Washington, and shall 
expect his answer soon. Surely it is not the intention of 
the Continental Congress to prevent your going forward. 

I am, with great esteem and sincerity, Sir, your obedient 
and humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

The Honourable General Schuyler. 



REHOBOTH (MASSACHUSETTS) TOWN-MEETING. 

At a Town-Meeting of the inhabitants of the Town of 
Rehoboth, on the 10th day of July, 1775: Said Town 
hearing divers reports about the unfriendly conduct of sun- 
dry of trie inhabitants of the Town of Swanzey, the Town 
of Rehoboth ordered the Committee of Inspection to go to 
Swanzey, and join their Committee, and inquire into the 
aforesaid reports ; who accordingly went to Swanzey, and 
a number of the respectable inhabitants of Rehoboth, and 
also a number of the respectable inhabitants from sundry 
of the Towns in the Colony of Rhode-Island and Sivan- 
zey, met and attended with them. And the Committees 
of Rehoboth and Swanzey joined, and caused a number of 
the inhabitants of Swanzey to be convened before them, 
whose conduct was inquired of by witness ; and a number 
of said inhabitants that were called appeared to be inno- 
cent, and a number more owned they had violated against 
the rules of the Congresses and promised reformation, 
whose names we spare. But what gives us pain is, that 
we ourselves cannot follow the rules of the Congresses 
without publishing the names of Jcrathmeel Bowers, Esq., 
Charles Slead, and Gideon Sherman, to be persons that 
have acted contrary to the rules and directions of the Con- 
gresses, though not in matter of trade, and make no retrac- 
tion thereof. 

By order of the Committee: 

Joseph Allyn, Chairman. 



JERATHMEEL BOWERS TO THE PUBLICK. 

Swanzey, August 8, 1775. 

A piece having appeared in the Providence Gazette, 
and yesterday in the Boston Gazette, under the signature 
of Joseph Allyn, 2d, publishing " the names of Jcrathmeel 
Bowers, Charles Slead, and Gideon Sherman, as persons 
that have acted contrary to the rules and directions of the 
Congress, though not in matters of trade, and made no re- 
traction thereof:" 

I now demand of the Committee, who it is said have 
ordered the above-mentioned publication, (or of the said Jo- 
seph Allyn, Chairman, if he did it without order,) to shew 
forth, in any one instance, wherein I have counteracted the 
directions of the Congress. 

To accuse a man of being guilty of crimes, and not at 
the same time to show what those crimes are, is contrary 
to every principle of justice and the express word of God; 
for who can defend himself against slander when he knows 
not the particulars of his accusation. If that Committee, 
or Chairman, or any other person, friend or foe, will under- 
take to inform the publick in what instance I have counter- 
acted the Congress, I shall then know my accusation and 
be upon even ground. And as I know my innocency in that 
, behalf, will cheerfully explain all my conduct, if it needs 
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explanation ; but until that is done, I shall consider all such 
insinuators, whether Committees or Chairmen, to be under 
an evil influence, and treat them and their publications with 
the contempt they deserve. 

Jerathmeel Bowers. 



REHOBOTH COMMITTEE TO COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Rehoboth, August 15, A. D. 1775. 

Whereas, Colonel Jerathmeel Bowers hath, in the Bos- 
ton Gazette, disowned the charge we accused him with, in 
saying that he had disobeyed the order of the Congress, 
which charge we are able to prove; but having but this 
day seen the denial of the charges we laid against him in 
the Providence Gazette, and therefore have not time to 
Gollect our evidence, as we were previously engaged in 
other matters of weight. But we purpose to make proof 
of the charge, in full, within a few days, and print it in 
the Boston Gazette. 

By order of the Committee : 

Joseph Alltn, 2d., Chairman. 

To the Honourable Council of the Province of the Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 



COMMITTEES OF REHOBOTH AND SWANZEY. 

Swanzey, August 18, 1775. 

Whereas, the joint Committees of the Towns of Reho- 
both and Swanzey did, on the ele venth day of July last, at 
Swanzey, carefully examine into the conduct of Colonel 
Jerathmeel Bowers, -&c.,and caus ed the said Bowers, &ic, 
to be advertised intlie^publick papers as being unfriendly 
to his Country ; since - which it appears by a Cambridge 
paper, of August the tenth instant, that said Bowers has 
called upon said Committees to s how why, or in what par- 
ticulars he hath shown himself unfriendly, or in any ways 
inimical to his Country: Not having the least inclination 
to exaggerate the charges against Colonel Bowers, we have 
collected facts, well attested, and leave the impartial pub- 
lick to judge whether Colonel Bowers has acted as a friend 
to his Country. 

By order of the Committees: 

Joseph Allyn, Chairman of the Committee. 

Swanzey, August 18, 1775. 
I, Philip Slead, of Swanzey, in the County of Bristol, 
&c, being of lawful age, testifielh and saith, that Colonel 
Jerathmeel Bowers hath publickly and repeatedly opposed 
our outstanding Province taxes to be paid to Henry Gard- 
iner, Esq., of Stoxv, and opposed our militia to be equipped 
out of our Town stock. And he has appeared against said 
Town raising of minute-men, from time to time, till he, 
with others, had accomplished their designs; and he has 
practised drinking of tea since the restriction of the Con- 
tinental Congress. And about the first of June he told me 
that our men were very fond of offices, and would go to 
set up Government soon, but that he would have no hand 
in it. I asked him who he thought they would set up 
for Governour. He answered General Ward; but he could 
not see what should make them so fond of offices, for it 
was his opinion five thousand of the Regulars would drive 
our whole Army, and the necks of our officers would be 
subject to the halter; but he did not design his neck should 
be subject to the halter by his conduct : and they had been 
making of money, but he never would have any thing to 
do with it, for it was good for nothing. I also heard said 
Bowers say, when enumerating the vast charge that would 
accrue for the maintaining and support of thirteen thousand 
men raised for the defence of our Colony, we should not 
be able to pay the cost ; and he believed that his cousin 
Clark, who was then present, that his opinion was right : 
he being asked what it was, he said we should not be able 
to pay such an army, and that they would make use of the 
sword put into their hands against us for their pay. 1 
.don't remember I ever knew the said Bowers did any thing 
to encourage the regulation of our militia in said Town, 
since the unhappy dispute with our Parent Country; but 
hjs^conduct ever since Jias intimidated our inhabitants in 
general. I also heard_ said Bowers say, it will never do 
for us to fight against old England. Moreover, at a Town- 
meeting on Monday following the battle at Bunker's Hill, 
Fourth Series.— Vol. hi. 1 



in order to raise a number of minute-men to be ready for 
the defence of our Country on the shortest notice, which was 
voted, notwithstanding the violent opposition said Bowers 
made ; but he and his adherents were uneasy at the great 
charge that would accrue for their pay; and said Bowers 
declared none of his estate should go to pay them, for the 
meeting was illegal, for every man should vote according 
to his interest, and be tried by the rate-street ; whereupon" 
by his influence, the said minute-men were dismissed. Then 
a motion being made, if there was no need of men nor 
money for our defence, there was no need of a Commit- 
tee ; and it was moved and seconded by Colonel Bowers 
that the Committee be dismissed, and they were accord- 
ingly. After Col. Bowers withdrew from the meeting, the 
Town, thinking it dangerous, chose another Committee. 
And I have often heard said Bowers say it was a devilish 
affair the putting down the Courts, for it would be hard to 
get them set up again. Philip Slead. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, August 18, 1775: 

Philip Slead, the within-named, personally appeared, and 
being cautioned to testify the truth, made solemn oath to the 
truth of the within and above deposition by him subscribed. 
Before me : John Kinnicut, Justice Peace. 

Swanzey, August 18, 1775. 

I, David Peirce, of Swanzey, in the County of Bristol, 
&c, being of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that I heard 
Colonel Jerathmeel Bowers publickly oppose the militia of 
said Town to be equipped out of the Town stock, and that 
he has opposed the raising of minute-men in said Town. 
And I also heard him say, when enumerating the vast 
charge that would accrue for the support and maintenance 
of thirteen thousand men, raised for the defence of our 
Colony, we should not be able to pay the cost; and he 
believed that his cousin Clark, who was present, that his 
opinion was right: he being asked what it was, he said 
that we should not be able to pay such an army, and that 
they would make use of the swords put into their hands 
against us for their pay. And some time last May I was 
on the road with said Bowers, and I told him the trouble 
and disappointments I had met with in settling and regu- 
lating the militia of our Town ; that Captain Luther Thw- 
ber had promised me, that if I could get the soldiers to.sign 
and to choose him, he would serve as Captain ; and he has 
now told me he is disinclined to serve. Bowers answered 
and said Thurber was not a man fit for Captain." I said to 
him, what shall we do, the greater part of the company had 
chose him for their leader, and as we border on a naviga- 
ble river, and in danger of the enemy making depredations 
on us, and if they should, in that case, we shquldjoe like a 
flock of sheep without a shepherd ? He said it was no 
matter, when that time comes you and I will choose our 
officers and settle the company. And I have heard said 
Bowers blame some of the Committee of said Town for 
examining a person whose conduct had been inimical to 
the Constitution and interest of our Country; and Captain 
Robert Gibbs told me that said Bowers advised him to lie 
still, and not to act in our difficult affairs. Furthermore, I 
don't remember I ever knew the said Bowers did any thin"- 
to encourage the regulating the militia in said Town since 
the unhappy dispute with our Parent Country; and it is 
my candid opinion that his conduct has intimidated many 
of our inhabitants. David Peijice. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, August 18, 1775: 

David Peirce, the above-named, personally appeared, 
and being cautioned to testify to the truth, made solemn 
oath to the truth of the above deposition. 

Before me : John Kinnicut, Justice Peace. 

Swanzey, August 18, 1775. 
We, the deponents, of lawful age, do testify and say, 
that at a Town meeting called in order to raise a Company 
of Minute-Men, to be ready to march on any emergency, 
soon after the battle at Bunker's Hill, Jerathmeel Bowers', 
Esq., appeared very fierce against raising said Company, 
and said there were no men wanted, for there were more 
men there than they knew what to do with, and that it 
was not expected that Swanzey should raise any^ and after 



163 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, fcc, AUGUST, 1775. 



1C4 



along debate with him it was voted to raise said Com- 
pany." Afterwards said Bowers made a speech to the peo- 
ple against their proceedings, telling them how costly it 
Would be, and how hard it would be on the Town to pay 
the cost; that the learning the exercise would do them no 
good, and also that it hurt our cause, and earnestly moved 
to the Moderator to call a vote to dismiss said Committee ; 
and after a dispute the vote was called, and the Committee 
was dismissed by one or two majority. Then a motion 
being Tiiade and seconded, to settle the military in said 
Town, and for more cash to be paid for learning the exer- 
cise, said Bowers appeared very much against doing any 
thing about it, saying that they had better be easy; that 
mopey was the sinews of war, and if they voted for money 
to be paid, so it should be by the rate-street, for his estate 
should not pay one penny of the cost. Then a motion was 
made, if there was no need of men nor money for our de- 
fence, there was no need of a Committee; and it was 
moved and seconded by said Bowers, that the Committee 
be dismissed ; they were accordingly. 

The above is according to our best remembrances. 

Zephaniah Cole, 
Upham Luther. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, August 18, 1775 : 

Zephaniah Cole and Upham Luther, the within-named 
persons, personally appeared, and being duly cautioned to 
testify the truth, made solemn oath to the truth of the 
within deposition subscribed by them. 

Before me : John Kinnicut, Justice Peace. 

Swanzey, August 18, 1775. 
I, Jeremiah Brown, of Swanzey, in the County of Bris- 
tol, &c, being of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that I 
heard Colonel Jerathmeel Bowers publickly oppose the 
Minute-men to be raised, and also oppose the Militia of 
said Tpwn to be equipped out of the Town stock; and at 
a Town-meeting, on Monday following the battle of Bun- 
Jeer's tlill, in order to raise a number of Minute-men to 
be ready for the defence of our Country on the shortest 
notice, which was voted, notwithstanding the violent oppo- 
sition said Bowers made.. But he and his adherents were 
uneasy at the great charge that would accrue for their pay, 
and said Bowers declared none of his estate should go to 
pay" them, for the meeting was illegal, for every man should 
voie according to his interest, or be tried by the rate-street; 
whereupon, by his influence, the said Minute-men were 
dismissed. And then a motion being made, if there was 
no need of men nor money for our defence, there was no 
need of a Committee, and it was moved and seconded by 
said Bowers^ that the Committee be dismissed, which was 
accordingly done. And I have heard the said Bowers 
oppose several times publickly the paying in our standing 
Province taxes to Henry Gardiner, Esq., of Stow. 

Jeremiah Brown. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, August 18, 1775: 

Jeremiah Brown, the within-named, personally appear- 
ed, and being duly cautioned to testify the truth, made 
solemn oath to the truth of the within deposition by him 
subscribeq. 

Before me: John Kinnicut, Justice Peace. 

Swanzey, August 18, 1775. 
I, Daniel Brown, being of lawful age, do testify and say, 
that Jerathmeel Bowers* sued me on two notes of hand, 
at Taunton, last September Court, and the Courts fell, and 
lie endorsed his notes to the Sherbums, at Boston, and sued 
me to January Court last at Boston. Further saith, that 
he, said Botvers, has always appeared against the Coun- 
try's moneys being paid to the Congress Treasurer, raising 
men or money to pay them to fight for their liberty. 

Daniel Brown. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, August 18, 1775: 

Daniel Brown, the above-named, personally appeared, 
and being duly cautioned to testify to the truth, made 

•Colonel Bowers desires us to request the puMick to suspona their 
OpTrrian 1 upon the foregoing depositions, (they havmg been taken ex 
jffitrlfe,) as a regular and proper inquiry will soon be made by authority 
Into his conduct, touching what is contained in the depositions ; when 
STparfici Twill have aTair and candid bsartng, aniTthe publick wIITEe 
fnlorrnSTof the result of such inquiry. — Boston Gazelle. 



solemn oath to the truth of the above deposition by him 
subscribed. 

Before me : John Kinnicut, Justice Peace. 



further report of the committees of rehoboth 
and swanzey. 

The Sub-Committee of the joint Committees of Beho- 
both and Swanzey, being conscious to ourselves that we, 
with the utmost decency and moderation, have acted on 
the rules of the Congress in the case of Jerathmeel Bow- 
ers, Esquire, of Swanzey, being willing, at our first publi- 
cation, to publish his name only, as an offender against 
the rules of the Congress, without publishing his crimes, 
which appeared to us of a very dangerous nature, humbly 
hoping that the great end of discipline would be answered 
thereby, which is to take away the sin and save the sinner: 
We have procured some further depositions to be published 
herewith, so that the impartial publick may be able to judge 
for themselves in a case of this importance to the bleeding 
cause of America, the said Bowers being by far the most 
popular man in the Town where he lives, and over which 
he apparently presides, as appears by the tenour of the 

' ' John Wheeler, Israel Barney, 

John Mason, Pelatiah Mason, 
A quorum of the said Town's Sub- Committee chosen 
for this purpose. 

Swanzey, August 18, 1775. 

I, Patience Law, of Swanzey^~m the County of Bris- 
tol, &c, being of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that on 
Wednesday following the battle at Bunker's Hill, Colonel 
Jerathmeel Bowers asked Mary Slead if her husband 
was gone to the Congress ; she answered him yes. He 
asked her if Philip Slead had heard any news that made 
him go; he said it is best for the Town to lay still, for 
there was an army there, and let them fight it out. And 
I have known him to use tea since the restrictions of the 
Continental Congress. Patience Law. 

Bristol, ss., Swanzey, Aug. 18, 1775: 

Patience Law, above-named, appeared, and being cau- 
tioned to testify the truth, made solemn oath to the truth of 
the above deposition by her subscribed. Before me: 

Edw. Luther, Town-Cleric of Swanzey. 

■ ■ Swanzey, August 18, 1775. 

We, the deponents, of Swanzey, in the County of 2?n»- 
tol, Stc, being of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that On 
Wednesday following the battle at Bmiker's Hill, Colonel 
Jerathmeel Bowers asked Mary Slead, one of the depo- 
nents, if her husband was gone to the Congress; who said 
yes; he said he had no need to have gone there, for it is 
best for us to lie as still here as we can. She asked him 
for what reason ; he said there was an army there, and let 
them fight it out. And we have known him to use tea 
since the restrictions of the Continental Congress. 

Mary Slead, 
Martha Chase. 

Bristol, ss., Swanzey, Aug. 18, 1775 : 

Mary Slead and Martha Chase, above-named, person- 
ally appeared, and being cautioned to testify the truth, made 
solemn oath to the truth of the above deposition by them 
subscribed. Before me : 

Edw. Luther, Town-ClerJc of Swanzey. 

Swanzey, September 4, 1775. 
I, Samuel Law, of Swanzey, in the County of Bristol, 
being of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that being in -Free- 
town about the latter part of last March, when I saw 
several of the inhabitants of said Freetown receiving the 
King's Arms out of Colonel Thomas Gilbert's house, said 
Gilbert said to me, that Colonel Bowers and about ten 
more had occasioned all this difficulty, and if Bowers had 
behaved himself always as he had for three months back, 
it would have been belter For him, the said Bowers, and 
your^Town too. I asked him for what reason ; he answer- 
ed me and said, because he was your Representative, and 
your Town must answer for his conduct, 

Samuel Law. 
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Bristol, ss., Warren, Sept. 5, 1775: 

The above-named Samuel Law appeared before me, 
and being cautioned to depose the whole truth, made oath 
to the truth of the above deposition. 

Before me: John Kinnicut, Just. Peace. 

I, the deponent, of lawful age, do testify and say, that 
at a Town-meeting called in Swanzey, in order to raise 
a Company of Minute-men, to be ready on the shortest 
notice to march in defence of our Country, soon after the 
battle at Bunkers Hill, Col. Jerathmeel Bowers appeared 
to be very fierce against raising said Company, and said 
there was no man wanted, for there were more men there 
than they knew what to do with, and that it was not ex- 
pected that Swanzey should send any; and after debate 
with him, it was voted to raise said Company; and it was 
proposed to allow each man three Shillings a day, if they 
went out of the Town on alarm, which thing Col. Bowers 
fiercely opposed, signifying that if they had three Shillings 
a day, and went out of the Town, they would not care 
when they returned ; and we could not get a vote in the 
Town to allow them any thing. 

Benjamin Martin. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, Sept. 5, 1775 : 

The above-named Benjamin Martin appeared before 
me, and being cautioned to depose the whole truth, made 
oath to the truth of the above deposition. 

Before me : John Kinnicut, Just. Peace. 

Swanzey, September 5, 1775. 

We, Benjamin Cole, 2d, and James Mason, of Swanzey, 
of lawful age, testify and say, that we were at a Town- 
meeting in Swanzey, on Monday following the battle of 
Bunker's Hill, where a motion was made and seconded 
to raise a Minute Company, to be ready on the shortest 
notice, for the defence of our Country, which was opposed 
by Colonel Jerathmeel Bowers; notwithstanding it was 
voted. After which the said Bowers said much about no 
men being wanted, and that many would be sent back that 
were gone ; and then it was moved to reconsider the said 
vote, and it was done ; after which it was moved to enlist 
as many of the Militia of the Town of Swanzey, in order 
to be ready on the shortest notice, for the defence of the 
Country, and to allow them eighteen Pence a-piece for 
every half day that they should exercise by order of the 
Selectmen of the Town ; and the above-said Bowers op- 
posed it, saying he would protest against the meeting, for 
it was illegal, and that every man should be taxed by the 
rate-street, for his estate should not pay any of the cost, 
and called upon the people to take notice that he was 
against it, and would always be against it. And it was 
said by some, if we did not want men nor money, we did 
not want z, Committee; and it was moved and seconded to 
have the Committee dismissed, and it was done accord- 
ingly. Benjamin Cole, 2d, 

James Mason. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, Sept. 5, 1775 : 

The above-named Benjamin Cole and James Mason 
appeared before me, and being duly cautioned to speak 
the whole truth, made oath to the truth of the above depo- 
sition. 

Before me : John Kinnicut, Just. Peace. 

Swanzey, September 5, 1775. 
I, Simeon Mason, of Swanzey, in the County of Bristol, 
being of lawful age, testifieth and saith, that being at a 
Town-meeting of the inhabitants of the Town of Swanzey, 
some time last Jail, for the raising of a supply of a stock of 
powder for said Town, that Colonel Jerathmeel Bowers 
being there, opposed the stock being raised by them, and 
prevailed upon the inhabitants of said Town not to raise 
said stock, notwithstanding the agreements of many of the 
inhabitants of said Town to the contrary. Likewise, I 
being at a meeting of the inhabitants of said Town of 
Swanzey, the Monday after the fight at Bunker's Hill, for 
raising an Alarm Company in defence of our lives and 
liberties, and our Country, Colonel Jerathmeel Bowers 
being there, very much opposed it, and said it was contrary 



to the rules of the Congress to do it ; and likewise said it 
was r contrary to the plan, and very much opposed it ; and 
said there was men enough at our camps at Roxbury; and 
said it was needless for us to raise any, for many that were 
there would be sent back again, for they w r as not wanted. 

Simeon Mason. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, Sept. 5, 1775 : 

The above-named Simeon Mason appeared, and being 
cautioned to depose the whole truth, made oath to the truth 
of the above deposition. ;.....; 

Before me : John Kinnicut, Just. Peace. 

Swanzey, September 5, 1775. 
We, the deponents, of lawful age, do testify and say, 
that at a Town-meeting called in order to raise a Company 
of Minute-Men to be ready on the shortest notice to march 
in the defence of our Country, soon after the battle at Bun- 
ker's Hill, Colonel Jerathmeel Bowers appeared to be very 
fierce against raising said Company, and said there was no 
men wanted, for there was more men there than they knew 
what to do with, and that it was not expected Swanzey 
should send any; and after a debate with him, it was voted 
to raise said Company; and it was proposed to allow said 
Company, by said Town, a proper allowance for those 
learning the military exercise, two half days in a week ; 
then said Bowers made a speech against the proceedings, 
telling them how costly it would be, and how hard it would 
be for the Town to pay the cost ; and that the learning of 
the exercise would do them no good ; and also, that it 
would hurt our cause, and earnestly moved to the Mode- 
rator to call a vote to dismiss said Company; and after a 
dispute, he prevailed to have a vote called, and the Com- 
pany was dismissed by a majority of one or two; and said 
Bowers seemed to be well pleased; and after which, 
amongst other things, a motion was made, that if there was 
no need of men nor of money for our defence, that there 
was no need of a Committee, and seconded by Colonel 
Bowers, that the Committee be dismissed, and they were 
dismissed accordingly. Afterwards, when Colonel Bowers 
withdrew from the meeting, the Town thinking it danger- 
ous to be without a Committee, chose a new Committee. 
We now say that we think said Bowers has i acted an 
unfriendly part to his Country, in intimidating his towns- 
men for about a year last past, so that they have done little 
or nothing for the good of the common cause. 

John Mason, 
Israel Barney, 
Daniel Morton, Jun. 

Bristol, ss., Warren, Sept. 5, 1775 : 

The above-named John Mason, Israel Barney ; rand Dan~ 
iel Morton, being cautioned to depose the whole truth, 
made oath to the truth of the above deposition. 

Before me : John Kinnicut, Just, Peace. 



ALSTEAD (NEW-HAMPSHIRE) COMMITTEE. 

The Committee of Correspondence for the Town of 
Alstead being applied to, by complaint, sundry times and 
from sundry persons, against Simon Baxter, of said Alstead, 
he being inimical to his Country in a most dangerous man- 
ner, accordingly appointed Friday, 18th of August, inst., 
for a time to examine into the matter : and after having 
served a citation upon said Baxter to attend and answer 
to any allegation that might be laid against him on that 
account, accordingly met with the Town in general, and a 
number of persons from adjacent Towns, and went into a 
full hearing of said matter. And after hearing 'the evidence 
against said Baxter, with his own declaration, which was 
that he would victual Gage's Army had he an opportunity, 
with sundry other open and dangerous declarations against 
the peace and good of, the Country, under the present 
unhappy situation, therefore determined, with the advice 
of all present, that the said Simon Baxter's conduct has 
been, and still his avovyed principles by his open and dan- 
gerous declaration before this body, is highly inimical, kc; 
and adjudge that the said Baxter be confined to his farm 
in Alstead, and that he give up his arms, and that atl per- 
sons be cautioned to withhold commerce, and dealings with 
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him, the said Baxter, until the advice of three adjacent 

Towns, by their Committees, be known, which shall be 

immediately called in. 

, »' i. «. .'•> . Nathaniel Pkentice, ) .-, ., r 
n. .„^„ 8„ n „,„ f Committee of 

c .», n V Inspection. 

• t-T SIMON DBOOKS, } ■* 

Alstead, August 18, 1775. 

N. B. Notwithstanding the aforegoing determination, the 
said Simon Baxter is deserted and gone off from the Town 
of Alsteaa; and ii is suspected that he, the said Simon 
Baxter, is gone off with contempt, and upon some bad de- 
sign 'igainlt his Country, therefore all persons, friends to 
the Country, are desired to take notice and beware of the 
said offender, that he may be brought to a sense of his 
dtit} . 

'"'"•■ ■' Nvthaniel Prentice, } „ .,, ,. 

Oo ( Committee or 

liver Shefard, V T . •> 

' . ' c,,,™ n„„ \ inspection. 

SIMON IJROOKS, _) r 



INTERCEPTED LETTERS. 

Extracts of several Letters brought by Captain Robhins, 
in the Schooner Two Sisters, lately seized by an armed 
\essi;l |n the service of the United Colonies. 

Published by order of the Congress : 

» !• Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

Attract of a letter from a Gentleman in Cork to an Offi- 
cer in Boston, dated August 19, 1775. 

My imagination cannot point out the extreme uneasi- 
ness of your friends and relations here, at the very disa- 
greeable situation you are in. Your letter of the 7th of 
July last .has been some consolation, as by it find you and 
family were well. God protect you is all I can say, and 
to assure yon of our hearty wishes that a speedy and happy 
reconciliation may take place. I promise you we are not 
a little alarmed here ; for when all our Troops are gone, the 
rabble here, 'tis dreaded, will take advantage, and commit 
disorders of every kind. I see, from the War-Office, 
thirty-one. Battalions are to go to you in the spring, each 
to consist, of .twelve companies of sixty privates, making 
twenty-two thousand men. Shocking work it is! 

As to your private affairs, these bad times, I will venture 
to give you my opinion : First, take great care to what 
officers you give your money, as these gentlemen's bills 
oftener prove. bad. than otherwise; and as they are more 
liable to death than others at this time, you could never 
recover should any of their bills go back protested. In the 
next place, as you must be in a money-making way, and 
as affairs are in, at best, a very precarious situation, you 
should make lodgments of what you can spare, and as fast 
as you can in London. This is what I would do was I in 
your situation, 

A list of the Battalions: enclosed in the above Letter. 

Thirty-one Battalions to compose the American Army 
in the spring of 1776, each to consist of twelve Companies 
of sixty rank and file, making twenty -two thousand three 
hundred and twenty men, viz: Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Se- 
venth, Eighth, Tenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, Twenty-Second, Twenty-Third, Twenty- 
Sixth, Twenty-Seventh, Twenty-Eighth, Thirty-Fifth, 
Thirty-Seventh, Thirty-Eighth, Fortieth, Forty-Second, 
Forty-Third, Forty-Fourth, Forty-Fifth, Forty-Sixth, 
Forty-Seventh, Forty-Ninth, Fifty-Second, Fifty-Fifth, 
Sixty-Third, Sixty-Fourth, Sixty-Fifth. The Eighteenth 
and Fifty-Ninth are to return home. 

Six Battalions of Hanoverians, three to Gibraltar, and 
three to Minorca; three Regiments to return home from 
Gibraltar, and two from Minorca. 

Extract of a Letter to an Officer at Boston, dated Youg- 
hall, August 20, 1775. 
I take the opportunity of a sloop going to Boston to 
ask you how you go on. If 1 had known in time of her 
going I would have sent you something acceptable, as I 
suppose your present situation requires many things to make 
it tolerable. I was very happy to find you were not of the 
detachm.e.nt to Bunker's Hill: never was such a slaughter; 
I shudder at the recollection ! so many of out friends, but 
the. other day parted, so butchered! We are preparing to 



send you more help; five Regiments to embark the begin- 
ning of September. I will send you something or other by 
them. We wait with much impatience for the meeting 
of the English Parliament. I cannot write to you as fully 
as I would wish, as I imagine this will undergo inspection. 
If you can find time, if you will write me one line now 
and then, be assured you will give very great pleasure to 
a person who sincerely regards you. According as 1 hear 
in your next, if you think I may venture politicks, I will 
give them to you very fully. 

Extract of a Letter to an Officer at Boston, dated Fort 
Henry, August 25, 1775. 

Never was I so much surprised as to hear of the stand 
the Americans have made against His Majesty's Troops. 
I must own my opinion was, that if they ever came to an 
action, it would be of no longer a duration than they could 
take to their heels and run away; but by the accounts, how 
much I have been mistaken in them ; and I believe most 
people that had served in America were of my opinion. I 
am sincerely sorry your Army is blocked up in the man- 
ner we hear you are ; the disagreeableness of such a situ- 
ation I have experienced, but hope it will not be of longer 
duration than till the arrival of the next re-enforcement of 
Troops, which are now near Cork. Our papers mention 
an Army of twenty-two thousand men, commanded by 
General Sir Jeffery Amherst, joining you in the spring, but 
I hope the command will not be taken from General Howe, 
for whom I have a very sincere regard, and wish him suc- 
cess and happiness. Many noblemen and others have 
offered to raise Regiments at their own expense in this 
Country, but none of them I believe have been accepted 
of as yet. Lord Bellamont was one of them, and he has 
now advertised that the Lord-Lieutenant has given him 
the inspection of the recruiting parties of the Ninth, Thirty- 
Third, and Thirty-Fourth, which he shall regularly attend 
to; what his scheme by this is I cannot conceive. 

Extract of a Letter to an Officer in Boston, dated Cork, 
September 8, 1775. 

People are much divided in their sentiments about the 
Americans. Placemen, Pensioners, Tories, and Jacobites, 
with some stupid, ignorant, mercenary Whigs, are violent 
against them, but the bulk of the people of England and 
Ireland are strongly in their interest. . My brother so far 
retains the prejudices of his late profession as to be a great 
enemy to them ; but I own I am of the number of those 
who think they are hardly used, and wish they may retain 
their liberties. I entirely coincide with General Lee; and 
cant help thinking that the declaration of the Continental 
Congress and their address to the people of England, must 
convince every one who has the least particle of judgment 
or attention, of the justice of their cause. It is the gene- 
ral opinion, (and General Burgoyne's letter to General 
Lee seems to countenance it,) that had the Ministry cer- 
tainly foreseen the unanimity and firmness of the Ameri- 
cans, they would hardly have ventured on the steps they 
have taken. How this unnatural combustion will end, 
the Lord only knows ; but one thing I know, that I wish 
you and my other friends were removed from a service at 
once so disgraceful and so dangerous. Never did the re- 
cruiting parties meet with such ill success in every part of 
this Kingdom as at present, so invincible is the dislike of 
all ranks of people to the American service. The inhabi- 
tants of Bandon, Youghall, Birr, and other Towns, have 
entered into a resolution not to suffer any among them to 
enlist for the purpose of enslaving their American brethren. 
There have been no less than five parties at once in 
Charleville, and after stunning the Town, God knows how 
long, with their fifes and drums, they were able to pick up 
only one recruit, who was under Mr. Robert's influence. 
Though the principal Romanists in Cork and Limerick 
have formed associations and offered bounties to such re- 
cruits as shall list on this occasion, yet have they very little 
success ; for though the heads of that communion are in 
the interest of Government, the lower class, who have not 
sagacity enough to make proper distinctions, are, to a man, 
attached to the Americans, and say plainly the Irish ought 
to follow their example. Even Lord Kenmare, who on 
this occasion took the lead, had his recruiting party severe- 
ly beat in Tralee, and their drum broke to pieces. The 
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renowned Captain in harlequin, whose success in this Town 
last war has encouraged him to renew his antick tricks here, 
now finds himself with all his buffoonery sadly disappoint- 
ed, and several of those he had trepanned have already de- 
serted. Many of the draughts that are come here to fill up 
the Regiments ordered abroad, swear they will never draw 
a trigger against the Americans, among whom they have 
all relations ; and most of the English and Irish soldiers 
that left this last April and May expressed so much repug- 
nance to the service they were ordered on, that I am fully 
persuaded, if your Army was not shut up in Boston, it must 
suffer exceedingly by desertion. 

But, though I write thus freely, I would have you very 
guarded, for all the letters from your side are opened ; and 
yet there are many letters in this Town which give a most 
tragical account of your present situation. The carnage 
on Bunkers Hill is to every humane breast shocking be- 
yond expression. 

Extract of a Letter to Lieutenant Jones, of the Sixty- 
Third Regiment at Boston, dated at Cokk, September 
10, 1775. 

They [the Americans] will be scourged severely, and it 
is the opinion the soldiers will have all the forfeitures. I 
wish you all health, and that you may finish as gloriously 
as you have begun. The Sergeants give one guinea to 
every man, besides the King's bounty ; these people are 
to be formed into Companies additional to each Regiment 
to recruit it. We have taken it into our heads here that 
the Admiral and his flee t hav e not been as active as they 
should be, and are told he is sent lor home. I am, Sir, 
most affectionately, yours ever, R. Gordon. 

Extract of a Letter to Captain Gardner, Aid-de-camp 
to General Bubgoyne, at Boston, dated at Cork, Sep- 
tember 10, 1775. 

I arrived here this day, and never was mortal more 
hurried than I am at present, but a Yankee schooner just 
going to leave this for Boston's great township, I ought 
not to let slip the opportunity. 

I enclose in this a letter to Colonel Pigot, which when 
you have read, seal it and deliver it to him. If you have 
any interest with him you will employ it in my favour, for 
you must know there is a damned strong Scotch party in 
our Regiment, which would be glad to deprive me of the 
paymastership. I should have been a Major before this, 
if it had not been for this cursed rebellion, but every thing 
is for the best ; perhaps 1 may soon get that rank without 
purchase, if I escape the blazing irons of the saints, for I 
am eldest Captain in the Regiment, except Major Gray. 
General Burgoyne's letter to him, [General Lee,] is 
deservedly much admired, and though short, I believe has 
made more converts to sound policy than any other pro- 
duction that has appeared upon the subject. The King's 
Proclamation has greatly confounded the turbulent, mis- 
called patriots. 

"Strike off their pensions, by the setting sun, 
"All England, if not Europe, ia undone. 

Some of my old acquaintances, the Skiragathry's, should 
be let slip' upon the back settlements; I am convin- 
ced they would not desire better sport, and likewise con- 
vinced that nothing would sooner bring those liberty-mad 
gentry to reason. Your present situation must be very 
disagreeable, to be cooped up by such a set of dirty raga- 
muffins as I know they are : however, this may comfort 
yon, the fiddle is tuning for them, and early next spring 
they will have such a dance as 1 hope will bring them to 
themselves. Believe me, dear Harry, to be affectionately 



earnestly entreat you to come home. Were you on ac- 
tual service against the French or Spaniards, our natural 
enemies, I should be the last man in the world to suggest a 
thought of quitting your profession: for though much I 
prize your safety, you may depend that the preservation of 
your character holds the first place with me. 

Any thing you may desire to have from hence shall ba 
punctually executed, provided the quantity does not exceed 
the consumption of your own family, for as to assisting any 
other officers employed in this black business, I beg to be 
excused ; they may even go dine with Duke Humphry for 
me. 

Now for publick matters. Lord Kenmare gives a boun- 
ty of ten shillings and six pence to all volunteers enlisting 
with Major Roche. The Papists of Limerick and the 
Papists of Cork have subscribed to give as much more to 
the first five hundred. The Popish Bishops have likewise 
been applied to, to use their influence with their flocks, 
which they are willing to do provided the officers are 
Papists. These are blessed times. 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. " 
In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, Aupu=t 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We have received and considered your 
application for a supply of gunpowder. We had already 
furnished to the Army and to the neighbouring Colonies 
all we could safely spare, when an express arriving from 
General Schuyler, dated 2d of August, at Ticonderoga, 
expressing his great want of powder, we forwarded to him 
twenty-two hundred weight, directed to the care of the 
Committee at Albany. At the time we sent it, we were 
not informed that a large quantity which arrived in New- 
Jersey from South-Carolina, had been forwarded to him 
a short time before, which it is likely he had not heard of 
when he wrote, but which would make our last supply 
unnecessary. As probably that may not be gone from 
Albany, we leave it to your consideration whether it may 
not, on an application to General Schuyler, be brought 
back from thence for your use. ' . 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 
By order : B. Franklin, President. 

To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., Sic, New-York. 



yours, 



V. Gardner. 



P. S. The transports for the Seventeenth, Twenty- 
Seventh, and our Regiment, sailed for this the 28th of 
August. You may depend that we shall have early next 
spring twenty thousand Russians. 

Adieu! laurels and life to you. 

Extract of a Letter to an Officer at Boston, dated Cork, 

September 14, 1775. 

There are several young men going out volunteers, who 

have deposited the purchase money of commissions, so that 

you will not want opportunities of selling out, therefore we 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, August 19, 1775. 

Whereas, by the eleventh Article of the Association of 
the Congress it is directed "That a Committee be chosen 
in every County, City, and Town, by those who are quali- 
fied to vote for Representatives in the Legislature, whose 
business it shall be attentively to observe the conduct of all 
persons touching this Association; and when it shall be 
made to appear to the satisfaction of a majority of any such 
Committee, that any person within the limits of their ap- 
pointment has violated this Association, that such majority 
do forthwith cause the truth of the case to be published in 
the Gazette, to the end that all such foes to the rights of 
'British America may be publickly known and universally 
contemned as the enemies of American liberty, and thence- 
forth we respectively will break off all dealings with him 
or her:" 

And whereas Mr. Schlosser having reported that a 
summons has been served upon him at the suit of William 
Conn, and marked with the name of Isaac Hunt, as his 
attorney, which Mr. Schlosser alleges was occasioned by his 
acting in the line of his duty as a member of this Commit- 
tee : 

Resolved, That Mr. Hunt be desired to attend this 
Committee immediately. 

Mr. Hunt accordingly attended, and declared that when, 
he ordered the writ to be issued, he did not know or be- 
lieve that Mr. Schlosser had detained the Linen, for which 
he had issued the summons, as a member of this Commit- 
tee, under a suspicion that it had been imported contrary 
to the Association of the Congress. 

On motion, That Mr. Hunt be asked if he means to 
prosecute the action against Mr. Schlosser, now he is in- 
formed that Mr. Schlosser acted in the above instance in 
the line of his duty as a member of this Committee ? The 



171 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, AUGUST, 1775. 



172 



saidhguestion was accordingly proposed to him, when Mr. 

illurit desired time to consider, and to consult his client, 

eWjJSfflfHg 'to" answer the Committee at their next meeting. 

I J.jyEi '.OT^t^'C.. ' 'T' •■ , ; v '-*» . ; " 

„,,, ^."..ia^- ...il.ij, \-*i ' .' August 22, 1775. 

Mr. Hunt attended the Committee, and after much con- 
versation, requested to have the question proposed deliver- 
ed to him in writing, with leave to answer it in the same 
wavi on which Mr. Hunt was desired to withdraw. 
4 ' Mt. Hunt was called in again. The Chairman informed 
him that an explicit answer ought now to be given, and 
that if he had it written the Committee would receive it ; 
on wliich he declared he had nothing further to offer. 

.fijfofoe'hT hat Mr. Hunt's conduct and declaration are 
by no means satisfactory. 

'■.'■' August 29, 1775. 

The Committee having taken the conduct of Mr. Hunt 
into' consideration, are of opinion that he has, by issuing 
the above-mentioned summons and prosecuting the same, 
endeavoured, as much as in him lies, to contravene the 
Association entered into by the Continental Congress, and 
that he has not acted with candour in declaring, " that 
when he ordered the writ to be issued, he did not know 
ov heTieve that Mr. Schlosser had detained the Linen, for 
wnicb he had issued the summons, as a member of this 
Committee, under a suspicion that it had been imported 
contrary to the Association of the Congress," which will 
Hilly appear by the following affidavit : 

William Conn, of the City of Philadelphia, maketh 
6ffth : That as he passed the house of Mr. George Schlos- 
ser, of the said City, on Thursday, the 17th instant, with 
three pieces of Linen hi his hand, Mr. Schlosser called him, 
and askedTlf they were for sale, to which he replied they 
were","and delivered one of the pieces into the hands of Mr. 
Schlosser, expecting he meant to bargain for it; but instead 
of doing so Mr. Schlosser inquired how he came by it: that 
he, the said Conn, evaded the question by a feigned story, 
thinking it hard to be so closely pressed to say how he came 
by it ; hereupon Mr. Schlosser told him it was his duty as 
a Committee-man to inquire, and w r ould not part with the 
Linen until he was satisfied how it was imported; that he 
(Conn) need not be uneasy that the Linen was detained, 
but if he was. so, he should have security for the safe return 
of it as soon as it should appear to have been imported ac- 
cording to the Continental Association. He, the said 
Conn, then said Mr. Schlosser might do as he pleased, as 
he could proye that he came honestly by the Linen ; that 
hereupon he, the said Conn, applied to Mr. Ackroyd's clerk 
(Mr. Ackroyd not being at home) and obtained a certifi- 
cate signed by him, that the piece of Linen then in question 
had been sold by himself for Mr. Ackroyd to the said Conn, 
and delivered the same to Mr. Schlosser, demanding his 
Linen. Mr. Schlosser said the certificate was not satisfac- 
tory; and that although he knew Mr. Ackroyd, he did not 
know Iris clerk; however, that he would lay the whole be- 
fore the Committee, who would meet shortly and judge of 
it. That on Saturday, the 19th instant, he, the said Conn, 
having called at Mr. Schlosser's house several times, and 
not finding Him at home, grew dissatisfied, and applied to 
George Bryan, E»q., and informed him that he had a com- 
plaint to make concerning a piece of Linen detained from 
him, and was proceeding to relate his case when Mr. 
Bryan ' (before he had time to mention Mr. Schlosser's 
being" a Committee-man) stopped him and said it was a 
matter he had nothing to do with — it was the business of 
a lawyer. That he, the said Conn, having some knowledge 
of Isaac Hunt, Esq., applied to him, and informed him 
fully of his case, and in particular did acquaint Mr. Hunt 
that Mr. Schlosser had said he detained the pieoe of Linen 
as a Committee-man ; Mr. Huwf'gave it as his opinion that 
the piece of Linen might be recovered by a suit at law, 
and at the request of him, the said Conn, did commence a 
suit against the said George Schlosser accordingly. 

William Conn. 

Sworn before me this 25th day of August, A. D. 1775: 

James Young, 

Ordered, That the above be published. 

, t " J. B. Smith, ) ^ . . 

R. Strettel Jones, \ &c ™t™es. 



TO THE PRINTERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA JOURNAL. 

Gentlemen : We trust the necessity of the following 
publication, and the design of its appearing, will be a suffi- 
cient apology for the length and inaccuracy of the same, 
and for our requesting a place in your very entertaining 
paper: 

When any matter becomes so publick as to be the sub- 
ject of general conversation, and when the minds of some 
of the good people of the City may be under apprehensions 
for the peace of it, from a suspicion (however groundless) 
that a spirit of riot and licentiousness has taken possession 
of the minds of many of the inhabitants, it may not be 
amiss to lay the transactions of the sixth instant, with the 
cause and rise of them, before the publick, that they may 
be enabled to judge with candour and impartiality in the 
case, and not be imposed upon, either by their own fears, 
or the artful insinuations of designing men. 

At this time, when large Armies are levied, bloody bat- 
tles fought, and the lives of the best men in America every 
day exposed, in the support of the laws of the Congress and 
the liberties of America, it might well have been expected 
that no one, however disaffected to our cause, would open- 
ly and avowedly espouse the cause of the enemy. In such 
cases the laws of nature and the custom of nations will jus- 
tify the severest punishment, especially if the person who 
acts such a part be a native or inhabitant of the country 
against which he practices. In the present unnatural strug- 
gle, where the child is obliged to defend itself against 
the violence of the parent, an attempt on our liberty is 
made, under the form of law; and being destitute of particu- 
lar established forms_of_ our own to appeal to in the case, 
we were obliged to recur to the first principles of the Con- 
stitution, and to delegate to men, chosen for the purpose, 
powers to suspend the former laws and customs of our 
Country, so far as was necessary for the preservation of 
our privileges, and to establish others of a temporary nature, 
to answer the present exigencies. This our honourable 
Congress performed: and that their laws might fully answer 
the purposes for which they were made, they recommend- 
ed to their constituents to choose in our several Towns and 
Counties, Committees to take care that those laws were 
complied with. On the conduct of these Committees 
depends the whole success of our measures ; for however 
good the laws of the Congress may be, if they are not faith- 
fully executed, they answer no valuable purpose. 

Isaac Hunt, Esq., having for a long time done every 
thing in his power to hurt the cause of American liberty, 
at last found an opportunity, which, if properly improved, 
he imagined would at once overturn what we were so lon^ 
endeavouring to support. He issued a summons against 
one of our Committee for doing his duty as a Committee- 
man, hoping, if he could once turn against us the 
enginery of our laws, which were made for and answer 
the most salutary purpose, but which neither do nor 
can apply in all cases in our present circumstances, he 
would then play off an artillery which woufd do more 
execution than all the cannon of Great Britain. The 
Committee sent for him, attempted to convince him of his 
errour, and prevail on him to relinquish the prosecution of 
the summons : but no ! he had luckily found the occasion 
he so long had sought, of signalizing himself against his 
Country, and of playing off the established laws of the land 
against us, and therefore treated the endeavours of the 
Committee with the utmost insolence and contempt, and 
refused to withdraw his name from the summons ; which 
was all the Committee ever requested him to do, as they 
well knew that the withdrawing of the writ itself was not 
in the power of an attorney, but must depend on the will 
of his client. 

The Committee, knowing the heinous nature of his crime 
would excite the just indignation of the publick, gave him 
a week to consider of the matter; but finding him deter- 
mined to give them no kind of satisfaction, they then pub- 
lished his case, placing his conduct in the most favourable 
point of view that the facts would admit of, and forbearing 
to mention that the evening of the day on which the sum- 
mons was issued, was the time appointed for a meetin» of 
the Committee, who, it is well known have in every 
instance determined in cases of thejike kind, without the 
least unnecessary delay, and would undoubtedly have done 
so in this case. And as in this attempt is not paly invol- 
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ved an endeavour to destroy the Continental Association, 
but also to overturn the power and authority of the Com- 
mittee, they left it to their constituents to determine what 
punishment such traitors and enemies to their Country 
deserved, being thoroughly convinced that the whole of 
tiieir future power to execute the laws of the Congress 
depended on the spirit with which the publick resented 
sach audacity. But Mr. Hunt, fearing the publick would 
. not he fully sensible with how much contempt he treated 
the Committee, as soon as he knew they were about to 
publish his case, and before he saw what they intended to 
publish, sent a note to the printer, wherein he not only ridi- 
cules, plays with, and contemns their proceedings, but 
indirectly gives them the lie, by hinting to the publfck that 
his state of the matter would differ greatly from theirs. 

Thus stood the affair with Mr. Hunt, whose attempt 
was considered as having the most dangerous tendency, 
and it was therefore expected that he would have been taken 
into custody by the commanding officer of some of the 
Battalions, or by the Committee of Safety, and expelled 
the Provmce forever; for as the crime was committed against 
the Committee of Observation and Execution, it would 
have been improper for them to have done any thin" fur- 
ther in the affair. But several of the freemen of the City, 
men of prudence and discretion, seeing the inactivity of 
those who ought to have stepped forward on the occasion, 
and the ruin to which the cause and the Committee would 
be exposed if Mr. Hunt should escape the publick resent- 
ment, which he 30 amply merited, met on the evening of 
the 5th instant, consulted with coolness and deliberation on 
the matter, and agreed that it was necessary to bring Mr. 
Hunt before the publick to receive such punishments his 
crime deserved, and to recommend it as their opinion that 
he ought to receive an_4mencsn _cpat of tar and feathers, 
laid on with decency, without further injury to his person, 
and then to be expelled the Province forever. They ap- 
pointed a number of sober, spirited men, to seize on his 
person, and a guard of men under arms, to surround and 
protect, him from injury and insult, until he had received 
Ins doom. This was in part executed : he was taken by 
the gentlemen appointed to that service, and the guard did 
their duty, but they met with such opposition from some 
Who ought to have stood foremost in support of the Com- 
mittee, and from whom they expected such conduct, that 
to avoid all confusion and riot, which some men of fortune 
laboured hard to excite, they agreed for the present only 
to cart him round the Town, and then to dismiss him in 
safety. In performing this they thought it proper to halt 
before the door of Dr. John Kearsley, who is known to 
everyone to be a violent enemy to the cause, and one of 
Mr. Hunt's principal associates and advisers, in order that 
he, seeing the fate of his friend and fellow-advocate in the 
caiise of opposition, might be induced to behave so as to 
give no further offence to his fellow-citizens by his toryism ; 
but they had it not so much as in contemplation to touch 
his house or person. What happened to him arose from 
his own madness and Folly. 

While the cart stood before his door, to give Mr. Hunt 
an opportunity of publishing his recantation,°a lad who fol- 
lowed the cart knocked at the Doctor's door, upon which 
the Captain of the guard called to him to desist, requesting 
that no insult might be offered to the house ; another lad' 
one of the crowd, took hold of one of the window shutters 
and partly opened it, upon which the Doctor threw up the 
sash and pushed wide open the shutters, and takino- up a 
pair of loaded pistols, cocked, presented, and snapped one 
of them. The crowd then gave way, and one of the 
guard seeing the Doctor determined to take away some 
lives, advanced with a charged bayonet, and making a pass 
at his breast he wounded the Doctor in the left hand. 
Another of the guard advanced immediately, and the Doc- 
tor snapped a second pistol at him as he came up; he then 
seized the pistol, and the Doctor snapped it a second time 
against his breast, while in his hand. This second person 
in attempting to wrest the pistol out of his hand, brouoht 
the Doctor down upon the pavement. He was instantly 
twisted into the cart with Mr. Hunt, and the people gave a 
loud huzza, and the Doctor to show his contempt of the 
people, took his wig in his wounded hand and swinging it 
around his head huzzaed louder and longer than the rest • 
when his wig was put fjn it appeared alf bloody from the 



wound m his hand, which made many believe he was wound- 
ed in the head. He was then carted to the Coffee-House 
and thence round the City, with a determined resolution 
to tar and feather him, if it could be done with safety to 
his life; but the people flocked together in such numbers, 
and were so exasperated at the insolence of his behaviour, 
that the men under arms were afraid to proceed to the 
operation, lest the violence of the people should put it out 
of their power to protect his person, which they were deter- 
mined to do at the risk of their lives: they therefore con- 
ducted him safely into his house. This so enrao-ed the 
people who followed the cart, and marked his bVhavionr, 
that they fell to, with the utmost violence, and broke his 
windows and doors with stones and brickbats. But it ought 
to be recorded to the honour of the associators, that as far 
as the men under arms know or can find, not one of them 
offered the last violence to the house. This was done by 
a number of hearty jolly tars, market people, and others 
out of the crowd, who were enraged that he escaped from 
them without tarring and feathering. The gentlemen who 
planned the affair, and those who conducted it, are far from 
being mobbish or mobbishly inclined: it was conducted with 
sobriety, decency and decorum on their part, and with the 
utmost safety to the persons of the Doctor and Mr/ Hunt, 
as is evident from the repeated thanks which they received 
from both for thejr kind protection ; and notwithstanding 
men who ought to have behaved differently, a"ctecf as they 
did, it was carried through with great calmness and solemn- 
ity. What happened to the Doctor's house, 'was wholly 
owing to this circumstance ; for had the people been suf- 
fered to take revenge on his person for his insolent beha- 
viour, the house would in all probability have escaped.' ' 

The design of those who conducted this "affair was to 
bring a publick and notorious offender to publick disgrace 
without danger to his person or life. They did so : the wound 
the Doctor received, and the carting which followed, were 
brought on by his own conduct, and after he had attempted 
what would have justified their puttina; him to death on the 
spot, which it is probable the person who woundedliim at 
first intended. The pistols he attempted to discharge 
against them, without the least violence being offered on 
their part, were loaded with a ball and two buck shot in 
each ; wherefore we are exceedingly surprised at the con- 
duct of some gentlemen on the occasion, especially of him 
who threatened to use his influence to have Tout "of lis 
whipped at the cart's tail, and of him also who labour,ed 
so indefatigably to bring a battalion to fire upon us; We 
appeal to the world, and to those very gentlemen, whether 
we have ever attempted to exhibit any one as a publick 
spectacle, but such as were regularly convicted of guilt ; 
and now, notwithstanding our zeal in the cause of our 
Country, we defy any one to point out the man who has 
suffered as much as his crimes deserve. Mr. Hunt'scrime 
was of such a nature as deserved the utmost resentment of 
the publick: the consequences which it involved in it 
were much more dangerous to our liberties than the crime' 
for which Mr. Christie is fined in five hundred pounds ster- . 
ling, and banished the Province of Maryland forever We 
therefore wailed two days, to see if the Field-Officers of 
the Battalions, or the Committee of Safety, would under- 
take the matter ; while Mr. Hunt and his associates were 
triumphing m the success of their measures, declaring 
pubhckly, that the Committee had rendered itself ridicu- 
lous by attempting to interfere with Mr. Hunfs proceed- 
ings and that he despised what they or the publick could 
do— he was not to be intimidated. Even the Congress 
did not escape their insulting triumph : but they even 
expected to gain a victory over that honourable body and 
rejoiced in the prospect of their future success. 

In tins exigency a number, we repeat it again, a number 
ol sober prudent men, determined to step forward, and 
teaeh all such enemies to their Country, that the man who. 
should attempt to contravene the measures of the Congress 
despise the authority of the Committee, or attempt to°tum 
the laws of the lapiUgainst our liberties, should find Phila- 
delphia too hot for him. 

It gives the people of the City but an indifferent opinion 
of the virtue and love for the freedom of America of those 
persons who are loud in their lamentations for the Sate of 
Messrs. Hunt and Kearsley. Our brethren may be sacrifi- 
ced by thousands on the plains of N ew- England ; the best 
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blood on the Continent may be spilled, or daily in danger 
of_ spilling, and there is no sorrow, no lamentation on that 
acc oun t; but take up Dr. Kearsley or Isaac Hunt, Esq., 
who aiet~well known enemies to their Country, one of 
whom the day before he was carted, had the effrontery to 
go into a gentleman's store and take up a book, entitled, 
"Trials for High Treason," and in a sneering, insulting 
manner, asked him, if this would not be a proper book for 
Mr. Adams to peruse ? we say, only take and cart such 
enemies to their Country round the City, under an armed 
guard to protect their persons from violence, and then all 
is lamentation, all is mourning with these persons. The 
cry is, violence.', riots ! mob ! no innocent man is safe ! 
with a thousand ranting expressions of like import. We 
woulcL have __su.ch to know, that no innocent man has 
hitherto; suffered, and that we are determined none shall, 
while we are able to defend them. We would likewise 
have them to know, that as we have devoted our lives to 
the service of our Country, so we shall never risk them 
with more cheerfulness and alacrity than in bringing those 
offenders to punishment who despise the authority of the 
Committee, and refuse to abide by the laws of the Con- 
gress, with all their aiders and abetters. 

But some who would willingly be thought friends to the 
cause _oX^A~mrica vent floods of wo in lamenting, not for 
those gentlemen, as they express themselves, but for their 
innocent wives and chrildren. Mr. Kearsley' 's and HujU'.i 
wives and children are the objects of their compassion — 
they~are indeed objects of compassion, and their distress 
ought to wring the hearts of those who have disgraced 
thenr. We feel for their distress ; and did those people^ 
who lament so pathetically for the innocent connexions of 
those enemies to America, express half the concern for the 
widows and orphans of those brave patriots whose blood 
lias already stained the hills of the North, we might have 
charged it to the account of their humanity. But, are the 
wives and children of traitors to their Country, who are 
either possessed of considerable property, or under the 
care and protection of an indulgent and an affectionate 
grandfather, to be lamented, while twenty thousand inhabi- 
mnssifJBostpn, many of whom have been accustomed to live 
in peace" and affluence, are wandering from place to place 
in the. utmost, distress, and many of them depending on the 
handof publick charity for the bread they daily eat, par- 
take m3 of our compassion? Their misfortunes and dis- 
tresses have either arisen from or been prolonged by the 
infamous arts, of such men as Messrs. Munt and Kearsley. 
Are yejheri.io. retain all our tenderness for such as have 
brought our distresses upon us, and to feel no compassion 
for those of our friends who have fallen the first victims 
to their diabolical thirst after Ministerial favour? 

We give forth this publication on purpose to explain the 
principles on which we act; and to give the strongest 
assurances, to such as may not be acquainted with our 
designs, that we mean not to disturb the peace and quiet 
of the City, but will to the utmost of our power preserve 
the same, as far as is consistent with the welfare of our 
Country. We are determined to bring publick offenders 
against our Country to publick disgrace; but in doing this 
we shall mark our conduct with calm solemnity; and this 
we apprehend necessary in our present circumstances and 
situation ; for as no law can reach the present case, but 
such as are made for the present purpose, and as no magis- 
trate is commissioned to act against those who attempt to 
destroy the Continental Association, or any other law of 
the Congress, but our Committees, so we are determined 
to bring the affair before no other body. Transgressors 
against theirbody shall be brought before the publick: and 
while we assure every man who has not discernment suffi- 
cient to draw such a conclusion from our former conduct, 
that no man. shall be hurt in his person, while under out- 
care, we would have them to know that the person who 
attempts to rescue such offenders from the punishment 
they deserve, be he who he may, or act in what character 
he please, shall undergo the same fate with the offender 
whom lie attempts to screen. Publick punishment we are 
determined to see inflicted upon publick offenders ; and 
herejn we differ from those who recommend the exercise of 
private revenge, rather than the execution of publick justice. 
And we thus publickly declare, that we will pay no more 
respect to the person of the rich than to the person: of the 



poor ; but we will cheerfully risk our lives in bringing all 
publick offenders against the cause of our Country to the 
fate which their crimes shall merit. It will.be extremely 
disagreeable to us to be at any time obliged to enter into 
a contention of this nature with any of our fellow-citizens; 
but if they will risk their lives in attempting to screen or 
rescue any publick offender against the cause of America, 
from the punishment he deserves, they may assure them- 
selves that we will meet them half way, it being a matter 
of the utmost indifference to us, whether we risk our 
lives, against an internal .or external enemy. 

Let those gentlemen who may, under pretence of civil 
pr religious authority, hereafter attempt to rescue the guilty 
from the publick resentment which they have so justly 
incurred, remember, that if we have spared their insolence 
once, they are not to expect it a second time. The free- 
men of this County would have those gentlemen, who value 
themselves so highly on their wealth, and possessions, to 
know that they do not esteem it the sole end of Govern- 
ment to protect the rich arid the powerful, however obnox- 
ious they be ; but that, on the success of the present 
controversy, depends the right of the industrious to the 
bread he earns by his labour. And they think it of infinite- 
ly more consequence to mankind that they should enjoy 
it undisturbed, than that the rich should riot in luxury, 
and that therefore no title nor dignity shall hereafter save 
offenders ; nor shall they hereafter be treated as friends to 
the cause America who are exceedingly active in screen- 
ing the enemies of our liberty from the publick resentment, 
while they have no zeal, no spTrirto support the Commit- 
tee in the execution of the unbounded important trust 
reposed in them by the publick. 

Note. — As some persons, who have not had an opportu- 
nity of being well informed of the rise of this extraordinary 
transaction, have unjustly censured Mr. Schlosser for the_ 
part he acted, it is become necessary to lay before the 
publick, in addition to what has been published by the Com- 
mittee, one circumstance which must fully justify him in 
the eye of every impartial man. Mr. Schlosser inquired 
of Conn, whether he had any more Linens than those he 
had with him ? To which Conn replied that he had one 
hundred pieces,* Mr. Schlosser then asked him, how he 
came by them? Conn replied, that he had them from 
New-York. I would now ask whether Mr. Schlosser 
would not have been justly censured by his fellow-citizens 
had he suffered Conn with his Linen to pass without fur- 
ther inquiry ? Indeed it may justly be made a question, 
vyhelher he ought not to have seized and secured the 
person of Conn, until he made it appear that the Linens 
had been imported agreeable to the Association. 



MAMACOTING COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Mamacoting, Ulster County, August 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We return you the following persons as 
officers chosen under the inspection of two of this Com- 
mittee, agreeable to your Resolve published in John Holt's 
newspaper of the tenth instant, to wit : John Craye, Cap- 
tain ; John Graham, First Lieutenant; John McKinstry, 
Second Lieutenant ; and John McCrecry, Ensign. We 
desire you will be pleased to sendup their commissions as 
soon as possible. . ' 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

John Young, Chairman. 

To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress. 

COLONEL JAMES CLINTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Little-Britain, August 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I thought I would have been obliged to 
return to New-York when I left it, before I proceeded to 
Albany, in order to collect my Regiment from the different 
Counties in this Province, but as I see by a resolve of the 
Congress the three companies on Long-Island belonging 
to~my Regiment are excepted from marching with the 
rest of our Regiments, I think I have no occasion to go 
down, therefore I intend to set off for Albany with the 
seven:companies belonging to my Regiment next Moyiday, 
at which time I have reason to think they will Be nearfy 

•This is the story alluded to in Conn's deposition, where he soys he 
eraded Mr. Schlosser's question by a feigned story. 
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supplied with arms, and if we should be deficient I sup- 
pose we can receive some from New-York or Albany. 

I hope you will inquire if the Commissary has sent up 
every thing belonging to my Regiment to Albany, that we 
may not be delayed there, for we cannot march without 
tents and blankets ; we want axes, tomahawks, &c. I 
believe I could have bought blankets enough for a com- 
pany from the country merchants if I had had orders, and I 
believe I must buy near thirty to bring with us to Albany, 
for fear they should not be sent there before we get up. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

James Clinton. 

To the Honourable Peter V. B. Livingston, President of 
the Provincial Congress, New-York. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Saratoga, August 19, 1775. 
Sir: Yesterday Lieutenant-Colonel Ritzma delivered 
me your favour of the 8th instant, with the papers referred 
to, and inclosed in it. 

The mode of procuring arms which you have adopted I 
believe will afford a sufficient and an immediate supply ; 
but, after all, I fear they will be very indifferent, if I may 
judge from the Connecticut arms, many of which were pro- 
cured in the same way. This induced me to hint that no 
time ought to be lost in supplying ourselves with this 
necessary article, and that they should be made in every 
part of the Colony where there is any artist that under- 
stands it. I have ordered an hundred gun-barrels to New- 
York, and as many as the gunsmiths at Albany and Sche- 
nectady can repair, to those places, of those that were found 
at Crown Point. 

Colonel Ritzma with the four companies under his 
command is to march this morning from Mr. Niel's, two 
miles above this. His detachment has a quantity of bag- 
gage, sufficient for three complete Regiments. I hope the 
remainder of the Troops will leave New-York less bur- 
dened. 

I am very happy that you have appointed John Duer 
Deputy Adjutant-General. Should that gentleman refuse 
to accept, you will I hope immediately appoint another, as I 
stand much in need of one. 

Without an artillery officer it will be almost needless to 
have cannon, for I cannot find any person amongst the 
troops that was ever employed in that branch. There are 
gentlemen who have practised in New- York, and I should 
hope that if the request was made, that none would refuse 
to serve his Country on this occasion. 

Please to favour me with a list of your military arrange- 
ments, that I may know what gentlemen are appointed ; 
those with Colonel Ritzma I had not the pleasure of being 
acquainted with at New-York. 

Fourteen of Col- Ritzma' s men have already deserted 
since his arrival at Half-Moon; and I believe he will lose 
many more before he reaches Ticonderoga. If those gone 
are like some that remain, we have gained by their going 
Off. 

If it be determined that Ticonderoga is the place to be 
kept, I should know it the soonest possible, that such men 
as may be left there may be set to work in making the 
necessary repairs. 

I arrived here yesterday on a visit to Mrs. Schuyler, who 
has been dangerously ill, but is happily out of danger, and 
propose lo return to-morrow to Ticonderoga. 

I am, Sir, very respectfully, your most obedient humble 

servant > ' Philip Schuyler. 

Peter V. Brugh Livingston, Esq., he, he, he 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Ticonderoga, August 19, 1775. 
Sir: The command of the Troops having devolved on 
me during the absence of General Schuyler for a few days, 
I do myself the honour of acknowledging your favour in 
behalf of the Committee of Safety of New-Hampshire, 
bearing date the 7th instant. 

I cannot help thinking three companies, such as 'you 
describe them, and under an officer of Colonel Bedel's 
Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 



character, a very seasonable re-enforcement, the Troops 
here being much weakened by sickness, and the pressing 
urgency of the occasion will not permit the General to ' 
wait for all the New- York levies destined for this service. 

Every intelligence from Canada evinces the necessity of 
a vigorous and speedy effort to crush their naval armament 
before it gets abroad, however ill prepared we may be to 
encounter a well appointed enemy, though few in numbers. 
There is great reason to believe it will not be a disagree- 
able visit to the inhabitants, who seem very sensible of the 
blessings of liberty, and wish to shake off the yoke of 
tyranny. May we have the honour of accomplishing it ? 

When your Committee consider how much we are press- 
ed in time, you will excuse the irregularity of my request- 
ing Col. Bedel to march without waiting your immediate 
directions. With respect to your warm recommendations 
of that gentleman, I can only say, that I make no doubt 
General Schuyler will be happy to pay all the attention 
to them the Congress have put in his power. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, with the deepest senti- 
ments of esteem for your respectable body, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

Richard Montgomery, Brigadier-General. 

To Matthew Thornton, Esq., Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety for New-Hampshire. 



dublin (ireland) midsummer assembly. 

Midsummer Assembly, July 21, 1775. 
Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of the Sheriffs 
and Commons be presented to our worthy countryman and 
former representative, his Grace the Duke of Leinster, in 
testimony of our approbation of his conduct in supporting 
the rights and liberties of our injured fellow-subjects in 
America. 

Which being presented to his Grace by the Sheriffs, 
they received the following answer: 

Leinster House, August 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen: It is with the greatest pleasure that I this 
day received, by the hands of your worthy Sheriffs, your 
vote of thanks. Give me leave to assure you, nothing 
can be more satisfactory than to think my conduct in re- 
gard to our distressed brethren in America, should meet 
with the approbation of so respectable a body as the Com- 
mons of the City of Dublin. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient, and obliged hum- 
ble servant, Leinster. 

To the Sheriffs and Commons of the City of Dublin. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolution, and his Grace's 
Answer, when received, be published. 
Signed by order: 

Alfred Howard, Clerk of the Commons. 

Post Assembly, August 23, 1775. 
By the Sheriffs and Commons of the City of Dublin: 

Whereas, at the Quarter Assembly held April 28, 1775, 
a Petition of certain of the Commons was lodged, pray- 
ing " that the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, 
Commons, and Citizens, would take into their serious 
consideration the oppressions and grievances which our 
brethren of America labour under, and the evils that from 
thence are likely to fall upon this Country ; and that their 
Lordship and Honours would present a dutiful and loyal 
Petition to the King, stating the above facts, and praying 
relief:" '. - 

And whereas, on said day, upon the unanimous requests 
of the Sheriffs and Commons to the Lord Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen, that they would be pleased to concur in pre- 
senting an Address, as above, they were pleased to return 
for answer "that the matter was of the highest importance 
and therefore inexpedient:" 

And whereas, the said Petition of certain of the Com- 
mons was again lodged on the last Quarter Assembly, when 
a Committee of six Aldermen and as many of the Com- 
mons was appointed, with the assistance of Mr. Recorder, 
to draw up a Petition and Address to His Majesty, as above 
slated ; who after several weeks deliberation, agreed to the 
following one : 

12 
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" To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
"Gracious Sovereign: We, your Majesty's dutiful 
and loyal subjects, the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons, 
and Citizens of the City of Dublin in Common Council 
assembled, conceive it would be highly improper in us at 
this alarming crisis of affairs to observe a criminal silence 
and an unfeeling indifference. 

" We see the horrours and calamities of civil war raging 
in America, the hands of fellow-subjects imbrued in the 
blood of each other, and without searching for, or investi- 
gating the cause, we cannot hesitate to pronounce its effects 
destructive to the British Empire at large, and particularly 
and essentially ruinous to the limited commerce of this 
Kingdom. 

" At a period of time when every political eye is intent 
on the movement of the armament fitted out by the Court 
of Spain, our natural and hereditary enemy, when that 
powerful force has been frustrated in its first attempt, and 
when this Country may with reason think, that such great 
preparations will not be suffered to become entirely abor- 
tive ; we are naturally led to inquire into our means of 
defence against any sudden invasion, but have the mortifi- 
cation to find the military force drained from this Kingdom, 
to enter into an unnatural conflict with Protestant subjects 
of the same Empire. 

" Your Majesty will be pleased to consider how much 
our trade, credit and manufactures are connected with 
peace in America, and that we cannot but feel the most 
lively distress and apprehensions at a continuance of a war 
which must necessarily involve in ruin our staple commo- 
dity, almost the only source of wealth to your faithful sub- 
jects of Ireland. 

" It is not the intention or wish of us, your Majesty's 
dutiful subjects, to pretend to determine from whence the 
evils complained of have originated, or what has introduced 
your Majesty and your subjects into a situation unprece- 
dented, delicate, dangerous, and distressing. 

" Permit us to apply to your Majesty's wisdom and vir- 
tue, and to implore your parental interposition in promoting 
such means as will at once quiet the fears of your subjects 
in America, and preserve the constitutional rights of your 
Majesty and the British Legislature. 

" Then may we expect the return of that peace so long 
a wanderer, an unnatural separation of the Colonies from 
the Mother Country prevented, the British Constitution 
throughout your Majesty's wide and extended Empire 
established on the firmest basis, and its necessary attend- 
ants, civil liberty and political security. 

'' The sword of discord once sheathed, Great Britain 
shall recover her wonted unanimity and importance ; com- 
merce shall again revive, : and those torrents of your peo- 
ple's blood now flowing in the cause of civil commotion, 
be reserved for the noble purpose of asserting the just pre- 
rogative of your Majesty's crown, and the liberty of your 
People, in support of which we are ever ready to sacrifice 
our lives and fortunes." 

Resolved unanimously by the Committee. 

And whereas the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor 
and Board of Aldermen .have this day put a negative on 
the said Address : 

Now we, the Sheriffs and Commons, anxious to preserve 
our reputations from the odium that must remain to all 
posterity on the names of those who in any wise promote 
the acts now carrying on in America, and feeling the most 
poignant grief, as well on account of the injured inhabi- 
tants of that Continent, as on that of our brave country- 
men sent on the unnatural errand of killing their fellow- 
subjects, have 

Resolved, That it is the duty of every good citizen to 
exert his utmost abilities to allay the unhappy disputes 
that at present disturb the British Empire. 

Resolved, That whoever would refuse his consent to a 
dutiful Petition to the King, tending to undeceive His Ma- 
jesty, and from which it could be hoped that the effusion 
of one drop of subject blood might be prevented, is not a 
friend to the British Constitution. 

Signed by order: Alfred Howard. 

The Lord Mayor and Board of Aldermen put a nega- 
tive on the Petition and Address. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED CHARLESTOWN, SOUTH-CAROLINA, AUGUST 

'20, 1775. 

Every thing here is suspended but warlike preparations. 
It is said that there are scarce two hundred men in town 
not enrolled. The country is unanimous. Our two re- 
giments of foot are every day training, and almost com- 
plete. About a week ago a small sloop from this Town 
boarded a snow from England, in Augustine Bay, and 
carried off between twelve and fourteen thousand pounds 
of powder, mostly belonging to the King. She had been 
sent privately with thirty resolute men well armed by our 
Committee, in order to intercept the vessel on the coast, 
but was disappointed, being rather too late, for there were 
forty thousand pounds landed, with four brass field-pieces, 
the day before our sloop boarded her. There were twelve 
soldiers sent from Augustine to assist and defend the snow, 
to whom our people gave ten guineas for helping them out 
with the powder, and being so modest as not to resist. A 
man-of-war was in sight, but fortunately aground the few 
hours our people stayed. We spiked up the snow's guns, 
and then went off triumphant, although attacked by three 
boats full of armed men. One got within a hundred and 
fifty yards, it being quite calm, but that moment a fresh 
gale sprang up. Our people brought their booty safe to 
Beaufort, a town on the coast, about seventy miles S. W. 
of this place. It was reported they were pursued by the 
armed vessels from Augustine, to which place, on hearing 
of this, our Council of Safety despatched fifteen Artillery- 
men and fifteen Grenadiers, by water, and a company of 
our Provincials to.Beaiifort, to assist the country people 
in the defence of the a cquisition. .We are putting the 
Town in a posture of defence, and are all determined to 
oppose whatever Troops may come here. Yesterday a 
negro was hanged and burnt for intended sedition, and 
burning the Town, &.c. 



REV. WILLIAM TENNENT TO HENRY LAURENS. 

Bullock's Creek, August 20, 1775. 
Dear Sir: We expect to write you a publick letter 
next Wednesday, but opportunity offering 1 must inform 
you, that after visiting the upper part of Col. Richard- 
son's regiment, and the High Dutch in the fork between 
Broad and Saluda Rivers, the former with great success, 
the latter with very little, we have at length visited the 
great and mighty nabob Fletchall. We found him sur- 
rounded by his court, viz : Cunningham, Brown and 
Robinson, who watch all his motions, and have him under 
great command. We soon found the unchangeable malig- 
nity of their minds, and the inexpressible pains they are at 
to blind the people, and fill them with bitterness against 
the gentlemen, as they are called. 

General Gage's pamphlet is raging through the District, 
and greedily read. The. readers have taken the same 
methods with the Romish church, to keep the people ig- 
norant ; and in general they firmly believe that no man 
that comes from below, and that no paper printed there, 
can speak the truth. This was necessary in ord.er to pre- 
vent any thing we can say from taking place. We soon 
found that reasoning was vain with those who were fixed 
by royal emoluments ; but perceiving that Fletchall affected 
to play between, we let him know that we had discovered 
things which he thought were "a profound secret, and sur- 
prised him much. lie confessed receiving a. letter from 
the Governour within five days last, and offered to swear 
there was no harm in it, and that'he would not take arms 
against the country. But we surprised him into a promise 
to assemble the regiment next Wednesday, which highly 
affronted Cunningham and the rest of the Upper House ; 
some of whom treated us with insolence upon it. We 
expect to meet the regiment accordingly, and many of our 
friends, whom I have advertised of it, will be there ; some 
having intimated a design to put some trick upon us. 

In the mean time Mr. Drayton has gone up to his iron 
■works, and to the people about Laivson's Fork, where he 
will do something. I turned my course into the New Ac- 
quisition, where I am to have a meeting from day to day, 
in Colonel NeeVs regiment. I think I shall fix this District 
in the right cause. 1 discovered on my way a scheme to 
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surprise Fort Charlotte, and take all the powder and arms 
away ; took an affidavit of it, and sent it express to Mr. 
Drayton, so hope it will be prevented. The Governour 
has undoubtedly given orders for it, and they are privately 
enlisting volunteers to the service. I shall this morning 
privately obtain affidavits to prove that Major Robinson 
has attempted to enlist many in the King's name, assuring 
them that he had a number of commissions in his pocket 
which should be distributed to the most worthy, and that 
they should have King's pay after ten days. He is just 
returned, and it is known that he met the Governour at 
Dorchester. They think that they are nearly ripe to show 
themselves, and make no scruple to threaten the whole 
Province with devastation in a short time. 

They say that Cameron is among the Ovcrhitt Chero- 
kees, and will soon join them with three thousand gunmen. 
I have just heard that the lower Towns will not join them ; 
but confess that the Overkill Indians are preparing to 
fight for the King. In short, your friends in Town are 
preparing a great dish of. blood for you, and expect soon, 
by their army, not only to have an asylum to fly to, but to 
bear down all before them. This both you and I have 
prophesied many times, but a lethiferous slumber seems 
to have sealed the eyes of some of out brethren. Robin- 
son assures the people here, that a great multitude in Town 



of those who have signed the Association, are in the scheme 
and will join them upon notice. 

I am now convinced that a certain affidavit which some 
have so much despised, is, with a small exception, true in 
every particular. There is here all the appearance of an 
hellish plot; and the friends of America have no ammuni- 
tion, and may be surprised without remedy ; 1 wish the 
Council would think of this. We have greatly weakened, 
and expect more to weaken them ; but to overset the 
plan immediately is impossible. I have formed one, and 
am forming in this District another troop of volunteer horse 
rangers, who are as good as sworn to the Council of 
Safety, when they enlist. We are hemming in the dissidents 
on all sides as much as possible ; but their leaders seem 
determined if possible to bring the people to draw blood, 
before they have time to be enlightened. I have forsook 
my chaise, and ride on horseback from day to day, meeting 
people. 

And in great haste, am, dear Sir, your fnost obedient 
servant, Wm. Tennent. 

P. S. If you don't keep a look out, these people and 
the savages will receive ammunition by wagons from Town, 
or from Dorchester, from on board the fleet : they have no 
doubt of a supply. 



NORTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

North- Carolina : 

Pursuant to a Resolve of the late Convention, Mr. 
Samuel Johnston summoned a meeting of the Delegates 
at Hillsborough, on the 20th day of August, 1775, at 
which time the Members from a majority of the Counties 
and Towns not appearing, he adjourned the Congress till 
to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Monday, August 21, 1775. 

At a general meeting of Delegates of the Inhabitants of 
this Province, at Hillsborough, the 21st day of August, 
A. D. 1775, aforesaid : 



Anson County. 



Beaufort, 



Bladen, 



Bebtie, 



Brunswick, 



Bute, 



Craven, 



Thomas Wade, 

Samuel Spencer, 
' William Thomas, 

David Love, 

William Picket, 

Roger Ormond, 
, Thomas Respess, Jr., 

John Patten, 

John Cooper, 

William Salter, 

Walter Gibson, 

Thomas Owen, 

Thomas Robinson, Jr., 

Nathaniel Richardson, 

William Gray, 

Jonathan Jaycocks, 

Charles Jaycocks, 

William Br image, 

William^ Bryan, 

Zedekiah Stone, 

Thomas Ballard, 

Peter Clifton, 

David Standley, 

John Campbell, 

John Johnston, 

Robert Howe, 

Robert Ellis, 

Parker Quince, 

Thomas Allon, 

Roger Moore, 

Green Hill, 

William Person, 

Thomas Eaton, 

Rev. Henry Patillo, 

Jethro Sumner, 

Josiah Reddick, 

James Coot, 

William Bryan, 

Richard Cogdell, 



Carteret, 
Currituck, 



Chowan, 



Cumberland, 



Chatham, 



Duplin, 



Dobbs, 



Edgecombe, 



Joseph Leech, 
Jacob Blount, 
Edmund Hatch, 
John Easton, 
William Thomson, 
Brice Williams, 
Solomon Sheppard, 
Enoch Ward, 
Thomas Jarvis, 
Gideon Lamb, 
James Ryan, 
James White, 
Solomon Perkins, 
Samuel Johnston, 
Thomas Jones, 
Thomas Benbury, 
James Blount, 
Thomas Hunter, 
Josiah Granbury, 
Farquard Campbell, 
Thomas Rutherford, 
Alexander McKay, 
Alexander McAlister, 
David Smith, 
Elisha Cain, 
Richard Kennon, 
Matthew Jones, 
Jeduthun Harper, 
John Birdsong, 
Ambrose Ramsey, 
Joshua Rosser, 
Robert Rutherford, 
John Thompson, 
William Clark, 
James Kenan, 
William Dickson, 
Thomas Gray, 
Richard Clinton, 
Thomas Hicks, 
Richard Caswell, 
Simon Bright, 
James Glasgow, 
Abraham Sheppard, 
Spyers Singleton, 
George Miller, 
Andrew Bass, 
Robert Bignal, 
Henry Irwin, 
Duncan Lamon, 
Thomas Hunter, 
Thos, Harminson Hall, 
Thomas Person, 
John Penn, 
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Granville, 



m\ 



Guilford, 



Hide, 



Hertford, 



Halifax, 



Johnston, 



Mecklenburgh, 



Martin, 



New-Hanover, 



Northampton, 



Onslow, 



Orange, 



Perquimans, 



Pasquotank, 



Pitt, 



> * b t 



Rojvan, 



1'! 

n 






John Williams, 

John Taylor, 

Memucan Hunt, 

Alexander Martin, 

Ransome Sutherland, 

James Park Farley, 

Thomas Henderson, 

William Dent, 

George Cortner, 

Nathaniel Williams, 

Joseph Hancock, 

John Jordan, 

William Murfee, 

Lawrence Baker, 

Matthias Brickie, 

Day Ridley, 

George Wynns, 

Nicholas Long, 

James Hogan, 

David Sumner, 

John Webb, 

John Geddy, 

Benjamin Williams, 

Samuel Smith, 

Needham Bryan, 

William Bryan, 

John Smith, 

Thomas Polk, 

John Pfifer, 
WaighstiU Avery, 

Samuel Martin, 

James Houston, 

John McKnitt Alexander, 

Kennith McKinzie, 

Whitmill Hill, 

John Everit, 

William Slade, 

John Stuart, 

William Williams, 

George Moore, 

Alexander LiBington, 

Samuel Ashe, 

William Hooper, 

James Moore, 

John Ashe, 

Jephthah Atherton, 

Allen Jones, 

Howell Edmunds, 

Drewry Gee, 

Samuel Lockhart, 

Isaac Guion, 

Henry Rhodes, 

Edward Starkey, 

John Spicer, 

John King, 

Thomas Bousk, 

John Kinchen, 

Thomas Hart, 

John Atkinson, 

John Williams, 

Benjamin Harvey, 

Andrew Knox, 

Miles Harvey, 

Thomas Harvey, 

William Skinner, 

Joseph Jones, 

Thomas Boyd, 

Devotion Davis, 

Edward Everigin, 

Dempsy Burgess, 

John Simpson, 

Robert Salter, 

William Bryan, . 

James Gorham, 

James Latham, 
. Matthew Locke, 

James Smith, 
■ Moses Winslow, 

Samuel Young, 
William Kennon, 

William Sharp, 



Surry, 



Tyrrell, 



Trvon, 



Wake, 



Bath Town, 

Edenton, 

Newbern, 



Wilmington, 



Brunswick, 
Halifax, 

Hillsborough, 

Salisbury, 

Campbleton, 



Robert Lanier, 
Joseph Williams, 
William Hill, 
Martin Armstrong, 
Joseph Winston, 
Joseph Spruill, 
Jeremiah Fraser, 
Peter Wynne, 
Steven Lee, 
Thomas Hoskim, 
John Walker, 
Robert Alexander, 
Joseph Hardin, 
William Graham, 
Frederick Hambright, 
William Kennon, 
Joel Lane, 
John Hinton, 
Theophilus Hunter, 
Michael Rogers, 
Tignal Jones, 
John Rand, 
Thomas Hines, 
William Brown, 
Joseph Hewes, 
Jasper Charlton, 
Abner Nash, 
James Davis, 

1—. William Tisdale, 

_£y- Richard Ellis, 
Cornelius Harnett, 

~~ Archibald Maclaine, 
Maurice Moore, 
Willie Jones, 
Francis Nash, 
William Armstrong, 
Nathaniel Rochester, 
Hugh Montgomery, 
Robert Rowan, 
James Hepburn. 



The respective Counties and Towns having certified 
that the preceding persons were duly elected Delegates to 
represent the said Counties and Towns in General Con- 
gress, to be held at Hillsborough the 20th day "of August 
instant, pursuant to which the following persons appeared, 
to wit : 



Thomas Respess, 
John Patten, 
William Gray, 
Charles Jaycocks, 
William Bryan, 
Zedekiah Stone, 
John Johnson, 
Robert Howe, 
John Jordan, 
Lawrence Baker, 
Matthias Brickie, 
Alexander Martin, 
Thomas Henderson, 
N athaniel Williams, 
Joseph Hancock, 
William Sharp, 
Robert Lanier, 
Joseph Williams, 
Nicholas Long, ' • 
James Hogan, 
Thomas Eaton, 
Henry Patillo, 
Jethro Sumner, 
Kenith McKinzie, 
Whitmill Hill, 
William Williams, 
George Moore, 
Alex. Lillington, , 
Samuel Ashe, 
William Hooper, 
James Moore, 
John Ashe, 
Allen Jones, 
Isaac Guion, 
James Gorham, 
James Latham, 
Matthew Locke, 
James Smith, 
Moses Winslow, 
Samuel Young, 
William Kennon, 

Robert Ellis, 

Parker Quince, 
Thomas AHon, 
Day Ridley, 



John Walker, 
Joseph Hardin, 
David Sumner, 
Benjamin Williams, 
William Bryan, 
John Smith, 
Joel Lane, 
John Hinton, 
John Rand, 
William Brown, 
Joseph Hewes, 
James Davis, 
Williain Tisdale, 
Michael Rogers, 
Tignal Jones, 
John Cooper, 
Needham Bryan, 
Roger Moore, 
Green Hill, 
; William Person, 
Robert Alexander, 
William Graham, 
Fred^Hambright, 
WflliamTSnnon, 
JosiahTReddick, 
James Coor, 
William Bryan, 
Richard Cogdell, 
Richard Ellis, 
Cornelius Harnett, 
Archibald Maclaine, 
Thomas Benbury, 
James Blount, 
James "Kenan, 
William Dickson, 
Thpmaj Gray, 
TlierjariJ Clinton, 
Tlioma's Hicks, 
Richard Caswell, 
Simon Bright, 
James _Glasgow, 
ATjFaTmrh Sheppard, 
Spyers Singleton, 
Robert Uignal, 
Duncan Laxoan, 



William Bryan, 
Josiah Gnmberry, 
John Webb, 
John Geddy, 
John Atkinson, 
William Salter, 
Walter Gibson, 
Thomas Owen, 
Thos. Roberson, Jr., 
Nathl. Richardson,' 
Thomas Wade, 
Samuel Spencer, 
David Love, 
William Picket, 
Elisha Cain,* 
Richard Kennon, 
Matthew Jones, 
Ambrose Ramsey, 
Robert Rutherford, 
William Clark, 
Theophilus Hunter, 
Thomas Polk, 
Thomas Boyde, 
Devotion Davis, 
Edward Everigin, 
Henry Rhodes, 
Edward Starkey, 
Thomas Burke, 
John King, 
John Kinchen, 
Gideon Lamb, 
WaighstiU Avery, 
Martin Armstrong, 
Jacob Blount, 
John Easton, 
Brice Williams, 
Solomon Sheppard, 
Enoch Ward, 
Samuel Johnston, 
Thomas Jones, 
Thomas Person, 
John Penn, 
John Taylor, 
Memucan Hunt, 
Thomas Hart, 
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John Williams, 
Benj. Harvey, 
Andrew Knox, 
Miles Harvey, 
Thomas Harvey, 
William Skinner, 
John Simpson, 
Kobert Saltur, 
Drewry Gee, 
Howell Edmunds, 
Samuel Lockhart, 
Jeremiah Frasor, 
Joseph Spruill, 
Peto'r Wynne, 
Robert Rowan, 
James Hepburn, 



Thomas Rutherford, 
Alex. McAlister, 
Farquard Campbell, 
Alexander McKay, 
Joseph Jones, 
Dempsy Burgess, 
John Thompson, 
Samuel Martin, 
James Houston, 
Thomas H. Hall, 
William Hill, 
Jasper Charlton, 
Joseph Leech, 
Maurice Mooro, 
Willie Jones, 
Francis Nash, 



William Armstrong, 
Nathl. Rochester, 
Hugh Montgomery, 
David Smith, 
John Williams, 
Henry Irwin, 
Thomas Hines, 
J. McK. Alexander, 
James White, 
Ransome Sutherland, 
Jas. Park Farley, 
William Dent, 
Goorge Cortner, 
Joshua Rosser, 
Joseph Winston, 
John Birdsong. 



Colonel Richard Caswell proposed for President Sam- 
uel Johnston, Esq., who was unanimously chosen Presi- 
dent", and Mr. Andrew Knox was appointed Secretary; 
and Mr. James Glasgow an Assistant ; Francis Lynaugh 
and Evan Swann Doorkeepers, during the continuance of 
the Congress. 

Resolved, That Colonel Francis Nash wait on the Rev. 
George Micklejohn, and request him to attend and per- 
form divine service. Pursuant to which he attended, and 
opened the Congress by reading prayers in the Church at 
Hillsborough. 

The Congress having been informed that Johnpoulson, 
of Anson County, charged with dangerous practices against 
the liberties of America, was now in custody in this Town : 

Resolved, That Messrs. Samuel Spencer, John Patten, 
John Johnston, Walter Gibson, Robert Ellis, Richard 
Cogdell, Solomon Sheppard, James White, Thomas Ben- 
bury, David Smith, Thomas Gray, Simon Bright, Henry 
Irwin, Memucan Hunt, Alexander Martin, John Jordan, 
Lawrence Baker, Nicholas Long, Benjamin Williams, 
William Williams, John McKnitt Alexander, William 
Hooper, Allen Jones, Richard Kennon, Henry Rhodes, 
John Williams, Miles Harvey, Robert Salter, William 
Sharp, Robert Lanier, William Kennon, John Rand, Jo- 
seph Hewes, William Brown, William Tisdale, Cornelius 
Harnett, Maurice Moore, Willie Jones, Francis Nash, 
Hugh Montgomery, and Jethro Summer, be a Committee 
to inquire into the conduct of the said John Coulson, and 
make report to this Congress to-morrow morning. 

Resolved, That Mr. Hooper, Mr. Howe, Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Willie Jones, Mr. Maurice Moore, Mr. Allen Jones, 
and Mr. Penn, be a Committee to prepare a Test to be 
signed by the Members of this Congress. 

Whereas, it is manifest that endeavours have been 
used by enemies to the liberties of America to persuade 
several of. the. inhabitants of this Province, who were en- 
gaged in the late insurrection, that they remained still 
liable to be punished, unless pardoned by His Majesty ; 
and that pardons can only be obtained on condition that 
they shall, when required, take Arms, and act offensively 
against such persons as shall be devoted to destruction for 
having take_n an active share in defence of American liber- 
ty: And whereas it is well known that no punishment 
can now lawfully be inflicted on any persons concerned in 
the said insurrection, whether mentioned in the act of 
Outlawry on that occasion or not : 

Resolved therefore, That the late Insurgents, and every 
of them, ought to be protected from every attempt to 
punish them by any means whatever, and that this Congress 
will to their utmost protect them from any injury to their 
persons or "property which may be attempted on the pre- 
tence of punishing the said late insurrection, or any thing 
in consequence thereof. 

Resolved,' That Mr. Maurice Moore, Mr. Caswell, Mr. 
Thomas Person, Mr. William Kennon, Mr. Knox, Mr. 
Locke, the, Rev. Mr. Palillo, Mr. Burke, Mr. Hunt, 
Mr. Benjamin Harvey, Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr. Penn, and 
Mr. George Moore, be a Committee to confer with such 
of the inhabitants of this Province who entertain any reli- 
gious or political scruples with respect to associating in the 
common cause of America, to remove any ill impressions 
that have been made upon them by the artful devices of 
the enemies of America, and to induce them, by argument 
and persuasion, heartily to unite with us for the protection 
of the constitutional rights and privileges thereof. 

. Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Henry Patillo be desired 
to read prayers to the Congress every morning, and the 



Rev. Mr. Charles Edward Taylor every evening, during 
his stay here. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, August 22, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The several Proceedings of the Continental Congress, 
viz : 

A Declaration by the Representatives of the United 
Colonies of North America, in General Congress at Phila- 
delphia in July last, setting forth the causes and necessity 
of taking up Arms: 

The Twelve United Colonies of North America, by 
their Representatives in Congress, to the People of Ire- 
land : 

The opinion of the Congress on the Resolution of the 
House of Commons of Great Britain of the 20th Febru- 
ary, 1775 : 

The Address of the Congress to the Lord Mayor of 
London: , . 

A Resolve of the Congress relative to the collecting of 
Saltpetre, and the several methods of making Saltpetre, 
recommended to the inhabitants of the United Colonies by 
their Representatives in Congress, and sundry Resolves of 
the Congress: were laid before this Congress, and ordered 
to be read ; and were read accordingly. 

Mr. Harnet from the Committee appointed to inquire 
into the conduct of John Coulson, reported their proceed- 
ings thereon ; which were concurred with by the Congress. 
At the same time the said John Coulson gave into Congress 
the following declaration, to wit : 

" I, John Coulson, do from the fullest conviction solemnly 
and sincerely declare, that I have been pursuing measures 
destructive of the liberties of America in general, and 
highly injurious to the peace of this Colony ; and truly 
conscious of the heinousness of my guilt, do now publickly 
confess the same, and do solemnly and sincerely promise 
that I will for the future support and defend, to the utmost 
of rny power, the constitutional rights and liberties of Ame- 
rica; and in order to make atonement for my past guilt, 
that I will make use of every effort in my power to re- 
claim those persons whom I have seduced from their duty, 
and also to induce all other persons over whom I have 
influence, to aid, support and defend the just rights of 
America. In witness whereof I have hereto set my hand, 
this 22d day of August, 1775. John Coulson." 

Resolved, That the said John Coulson be discharged 
from his attendance on this Congress. 

Whereas, there are several offenders against the Conti- 
nental Association now confined at Wilmington, it is 

Resolved, That an express be immediately sent from 
this Town to Wilmington, requiring the Committee of 
Wilmington to deliver all such delinquents as may be in 
custody, to a guard directed to receive the same, and safely 
to convey such delinquents from Copnty to County in the 
most expeditious manner, that they may be brought before 
this Congress, in order that their demerits may be strictly 
inquired into, with such papers as were found in their cus- 
tody. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be given 
by Mr. Spencer to the gentlemen volunteers of Austin 
County, who brought John Coulson in custody to this 
Congress. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, August 23, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Association entered into by the Genera! Congress 
at Philadelphia, on the 20th day of October, 1774, and 
signed by the Members thereof, was read : . . 

Resolved, That this Congress do highly approve of the 
said Association, and do for themselves firmly agree and 
promise to adhere thereto, and do recommend it to their 
constituents that they likewise adhere firmly thereto. 

The Committee directed to prepare and bring in a Test 
for the Members of the Congress to sign, reported that 
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they bad prepared a Test, which they begged leave to lay 
before the Congress for approbation. 

Ordered, The same be read ; which was accordingly 
read, approved of, and ordered to be entered on the Jour- 
nals and signed. 

We, the subscribers, professing our allegiance to the 
King, and acknowledging the constitutional executive power 
of Government, do solemnly profess, testify and declare, 
that we do absolutely believe that neither the Parliament 
of Great Britain, nor any member or constituent branch 
thereof, have a right to impose Taxes upon these" Colonies 
to regulate the internal police thereof; and that all attempts 
by fraud or force to establish and exercise such claims and 
powers are violations of the peace and security of the peo- 
ple, and ought to be resisted to the utmost: And that the 
people of this Province, singly and collectively, are bound 
by the Acts and Resolutions of the Continental and the 
Provincial Congresses ; because in both they are freely re- 
presented by persons chosen by themselves ; and we do 
solemnly and sincerely promise and engage, under the 
sanction of virtue, honour, and the sacred love of liberty 
and our country, to maintain and support all and every the 
Acts, Resolutions and Regulations of the said Continental 
and Provincial Congresses, to the utmost of our power and 
abilities. In testimony whereof we have hereto set our 
hands, this 23d of August, 1775 : 



Nathl. Richardson, 
William Gray, 
C. W. Jaycocks, 
William Bryan, 
Zjdekiah Stone, 
John Johnston, 
Thomas Owen, 
Thos, Roberson, Jr. 
Thomas Allon, 
Rogsr Moore, 
Green Hill, 
William Person, 
Henry Patillo, 
Thomas Eaton, 
Jethro Sumner, 
Josiah Reddick, 
James Coor, 
William Bryan, 
Richard Cogdell, 
Jacob Blount, 
John Easton, 
Brice Williams, 
Solomon Sheppard, 
Enoch Ward, 
James Whito, 
Thomas Jones, 
Thomas Benbury, 
James Blount, 
Josiah Granbury, 
Thomas Rutherford, 
Alex. McAlister, 
Farquard Campbell, 
David Smith, 
Alex.. McKay, 
Elisha Cain, 
RichaTd Kennon, 
Matthew Jones, 
Ambrose Ramsey, 
Robert Rutherford, 
William Clark, 
James Kenan, 
Thomas Gray, 
William Dickson, 
Richard Clinton, 
Thomas Hicks, 
Richard Caswell, 
Simon Bright, 
James Glasgow, 
Abraham Shcppard, 
Spyers Singleton, 
Robert Bignal, 
Henry Irwin, 
John Penn, 
Robert Rowan, 
James Hepburn, 
Willie Jones, 
Francis Nash, 
William Armstrong, 
Nathaniel Rochester, 
Hugh Montgomery, 
John Thompson, 
Joseph Leech, 



Robert Howe, 
Parker Quince, 
Robert Ellis, 
Samuel Johnston, 
Thomas Wade, 
Samuel Spencer, 
Thomas Person, 
John Williams, 
John Taylor, 
Memiican Hunt, 
Alex. Martin, 
Ransome Sutherland, 
James P. Farley, 
Thos. Henderson, 
William Dent, 
George Cortner, 
Nathl. Williams, 
Joseph Hancock, 
John Jordan, 
Lawrence Baker, 
Matthias Brickie, 
Day Ridley, 
Nicholas Long, 
James Hogan, 
David Sumner, 
John Webb, 
John Geddy, 
Benj. Williams, 
William Bryan, 
John Smith, 
Thomas Polk, 
John Pfifer, 
J. McK. Alexander, 
Kennith McKinzie, 
Whitmill Hill, 
William Williams, 
George Moore, 
Alex. Lillinglon, 
Samuel Ashe, 
William Hooper, 
James Moore, 
John Ashe, 
Allen Jones, 
Howell Edmunds, 
Drewry Gee, 
Samuel Lockhart, 
Isaac Guion, 
Henry Rhodes, 
Edward Starkey, 
John King, 
Thomas Burke, 
John Kmchen, 
Thomas Hart, 
Dempsy Burgess, 
Samuel Martin, 
James Houston, 
Thomas H. Hall, 
William Hill, 
Duncan Lamon, 
Joshua Rosser, 
Jasper Charlton, 



David Love, 
William Picket, 
Thos. Rospsss, Jr. 
John Patten, 
William Salter, 
Walter Gibson, 
John Atkinson, 
John Williams, 
Benjamin Harvey, 
Andrew Knox, 
Miles Harvey, 
Thomas Harvey, 
William Skinner, 
Thomas Boyd, 
Devotion D ivis, 
Edward Evorigin, 
John Snnpson, 
Robert Salter, 
William Bryan, 
James Gorham, 
James Latham, 
James Smith, 
Matthew Locke, 
Moses Winslow, 
Sainuel Young, 
William Kennon, 
William'Sharp, 
Robert Lanier, 
Joseph Williams, 
Joseph Spruill, 
Jeremiah Fraser, 
Peter Wynne, 
John Walker, 
William Kennon, 
Robert Alexander, 
Joseph Hardin, 
William Graham, 
Fred. Hambright, 
Joel Lane, 
John Hinton, 
Theophilus Hunter, 
Michael Rogers, 
Tignal Jones, 
John Rand, 
Thomas Hines, 
William Brown, 
Joseph Hewes, 
James Davis, 
William Tisdale, 
Richard Ellis, 
Cornelius Harnett, 
Archibald Madame, 
Maurice Moore, 
John Cowper, 
Needh am Bryan, 
Gideon Lamb, 
Waighstill Aveiy, 
Martin Armstrong, 
John Birdsong, 
Joseph Winston, 
Joseph Jones. 



Resolved, That his Honour the President, Mr. Harnett, 
Mr. Caswell, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Nash, Mr. Willie Jones, 
and Mr. Young, be a Committee of Secrecy, for the pur- 
pose of procuring Arms and Ammunition, and to report to 
this Congress what sums of Money will be necessary for 
that purpose. 

Resolved, That Mr. Machine, Mr. McAlister, Mr. 



Farquard. Campbell, Mr. Rowan, Mr. Thomas Wade, Mr. 
Alexander McKay, Mr. John Ashe, Mr. Spencer, Mr. 
Gibson, Mr. Kennon, and Mr. Hepburn, be a Committee 
to confer with the gentlemen who have lately arrived from 
the Highlands in Scotland to settle in this Province, and 
to explain to thern the nature of our unhappy controversy 
with Great Britain, and to advise and urge them to unite 
with the other inhabitants of America in defence_of those 
rights which they derive from God and the Constitution. 

Resolved, That Mr. Maurice Moore, Mr. Hooper, Mr. 
Howe, Mr. Caswell, and Mr. Hewes, be a Committee to 
prepare an Address to the Inhabitants of the Province of 
North- Carolina, stating the present controversy in an easy 
familiar style and manner, obvious to the meanest capacity ; 
calling upon them to unite in defence .of American liberty, 
and vindicating from a necessity to which Administration 
has reduced us, the taking up arms, and assuming the con- 
trol of the Militia; and ascribing the silence of the legisla- 
tive power? of Government to his Excellency the Goveipour 
refusing to exercise the functions of his office, by leaving 
the Province and retiring on board a man-of-war, without 
any threats or violence to compel him to such a measure. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday, August 24, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment. ' 

Resolved, That Doctor Burke be added to the Com- 
mittee to prepare an Address to the Inhabitants of this 
Province, &ic. " """" _ 

Resolved, That such gentlemen as have in their posses- 
sion any Letters or other Papers respecting the common 
cause of American Tilberty, lay the same before the Con- 
gress. And several Letters and other Papers were accord- 
ingly brought up to the table, read and filed. 

Whereas, the Continental Congress hath thought it 
necessary for the preservation of American liberty, that an 
Army should be embodied, and the sum of Three Mil- 
lion of Dollars be emitted for the purpose of supporting 
such Army ; and hath pledged the faith of the United 
Colonies for the redemption of the same : 

Resolved unanimously, That the inhabitants of North- 
Carolina will pay their full proportion of the expense so 
incurred, and will make provision for the redemption of 
such part of the sum so emitted, as shall be allotted by the 
Continental Congress for this Province to redeem, in pro- 
portion to the number of its inhabitants. 

Resolved, That his Honour" the President, Messrs. Wil- 
liam Hooper, Joseph Hewes, Richard Caswell, Samuel 
Spencer, Thomas Respess, Walter Gibson, William Gray, 
Robert Howe, Thomas Eaton, James Coor, John Eastori, 
James White, Thomas Jones, Alexander McAlister, Rich- 
ard Kennon, Thomas Gray, Henry Irwin, John Penn, 
Alexander Martin, Joseph Hancock, Matthias Brickie, 
John Webb, William Bryan, Thomas Polk, Whitmill Hill, 
Samuel Ashe, Allen Jones, Henry Rhodes, Thomas Burke, 
Benjamin Harvey, Dempsy Burgess, Robert Salter, Mat- 
thew Locke, Joseph Williams, Peter Wynne, William Ken- 
non, Joel Lane, William Brown, Jam.es Davis, Archibald 
Machine, Maurice Moore, James Hepburn, Willie Jones, 
Hugh Montgomery, and Francis Nash, be a Committee 
for the purpose of preparing a plan for the regulation of 
the internal peace, order and safety of this Province, and 
making such an arrangement in the civil police of this 
Province as may tend to supply in some measure the defect 
of the executive powers of Government, arising from the 
absence of his Excellency Governour Martin; and that 
this Committee take into consideration the propriety of 
appointing a Committee of Safety; the members to com- 
pose it; the manner and time of choice; Qualification of 
Electors and Elected; the number of which these shall 
consist; the powers of these Committees; also the mode 
to be observed in calling Provincial Conventions ; the time 
of Election ; place where" to be held ; Qualifications of 
Electors and Elected ; the number which every Town and 
County are to send as Delegates to represent them in such 
Conventions ; the powers which this Convention are to 
exercise : and further, to report the necessity, if any there 
be, of forming other Committees than before mentioned, 
and every civil power necessary to be formed in order to 
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relieve this Province in the present unhappy state to which 
Administration has reduced it. 

The Congress taking under consideration the state of the 
I rorace, and the expediency of employing a Military 
Force for its defence against foreign and doraestick inva- 
ders, 

Resolved, That it. lie over until to-morrow. 

A draught of articles of Confederacy, proposed for the 
consideration of the several Colonies in North- America, 
was brought into Congress : 

Ordered, That the Secretary furnish the Delegates for 
each County with a copy thereof. 

Mr. Thomas. Craike is appointed a Clerk, to assist the 
Secretary to expedite the business of the Congress. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning nine 
o clock. ° 

Friday, August 95, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

A Paper purporting to be a Proclamation issued by his 
Excellency Josiah Martin, dated on board His Majesty's 
Ship Cruizer, at Cape-Fear River, the eighth of August 
instant, directed to the Moderator of the Provincial Con- 
vention at Hillsborough, being read : 

Resolved unanimously, That the said Paper is a false, 
scandalous, scurrilous, malicious, and seditious libel, tend- 
ing to disunite the good people of this Province, and to 
stir up tumult and insurrections dangerous to the peace of 
His Majesty's Government, and the safety of the inha- 
bitants, and highly injurious to the characters of several 
gentlemen of acknowledged virtue and loyalty; and further 
that the said Paper be burnt by the common hangman. 

The Order of the Day be'mgl'ead, Resolved, The same 
he for consideration till Monday next. 

The Petition of Frances Dunn and Dorothy Boote being 
read, Resolved, The same lie on the table for consider- 
ation. 

Mr. Joseph Williams, a Delegate ifor the County of 
Surry, has leave to absent himself from the Congress for 
ten days. ° 

Resolved, That Mr. Harnett, Mr. Willie Jones, Mr. 
Knox, Mr. Locke, Mr. Caswell, Mr. Thomas Person, and 
Mr. John Ashe, be a Committee to take into consideration 
and report a staje of the Publick Funds. 

Resolved, That Mr. Cogdell, Mr. Green Hill, Mr. 
Martin, Mr. Taylor, Mc.PatiUo, Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr. 
John Kmchen, Mr. Thomas Hall, Mr. Locke, and Mr. 
Skinner, be a Committee of Intelligence, to receive all 
Petitions respecting the Return of Delegates, &c, and 
report thereon to this Congress. 

Resolved, That all those gentlemen possessed of any 
intelligence respecting Indian Affairs, furnish Willie Jones, 
Esquire, one of the Commissioners for the Southern De- 
partment, with the same in writing. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committees 
of the several Counties and Towns in this Province, to 
obtain an exact List of the Inhabitants within their respec- 
tive Counties and Towns', distinguishing in such List the 
number of White Male Persons, between the age of six- 
teen and, fifty years; the number of Males above" fifty and 
under sixteen ; the number of White Women; the number 
of Female Children; the number of Black Male Slaves 
being taxable* ; the; number of Female Slaves who are 
Jaxables; and the number of Slaves not taxables; and that 
such Lists be returned certified by the Chairman of the 
Committee to the President of this Congress, on or before 
the first day of November next. 

JVIr, Edward Everigin has leave to absent himself from 
the service of this Congress. 

Mr. James Green is appointed an Assistant Clerk to this 
Congress. 

Adjourned till five o'clock, this afternoon. 



Province, in the room of Mr. Joseph Williams, who has 
leave of absence. 

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Inde- 
pendent Company of the Town of Hillsborough, despatch 
four of the said Company to proceed from This place to- 
wards Wilmington, until they meet with a certain James 
Cotton, of the County of Anson, who, it is said, is in cus- 
tody of certain persons, in order to be brought before this 
Congress, and to assist in bringing the said James Cotton 
before the Congress. 

The Congress adjourned till Monday morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Monday, August 28, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That on Friday next the Congress .resolve 
itself into a Committee to take under consideration the 
Paper laid before the Congress purporting to be a Confed- 
eracy of the United Colonies. 

The Committee appointed to receive Intelligence and 
Petitions, &c, reported that they had taken into consider- 
ation the several matters laid before them, which they 
begged leave to lay before the Congress 
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Ordered the same be read. Read the -same, and is as 

lows, viz : 

The Petition of Frances Dunn, (wife of John Dunn,) 
and Dorothy Boote, (wife of Benjamin Boote,) being 
referred to this Committee, and the allegations therein con- 
tained examined into, it appears to us, that from the noto- 
rious inimical conduct of the said John Dunn and Benja- 
min Boote, mentioned in the said Petition, to the cause of 
America, the apprehending and sending the said Dunn 
and Boote to South- Carolina, was necessary and justifi- 
able in these times of general danger; and as to the future 
disposal of the said Dunn and Boote, we submit to the 
consideration of this honourable Congress. 

The_ Petition of a number of Inhabitants of the Town 
of Salisbury, respecting the election of the said Town, 
being also referred to this Committee, it is our opinion, 
that the several matters contained in the said Petition, as 
objections to the election of a Member for the said Town, 
to sit in Provincial Congress, are groundless, and that the 
said election is good and valid, 

The information of Thomas Wade, Thomas Polk and 
John Walker relative to the hostile intentions of Govein- 
our Martin, Indians and others, being laid before this 
Committee, in writing, it is our opinion, that the matter 
therein contained is of so serious and important a nature, 
that we beg leave to submit it to the consideration of this 
honourable Congress. 

Richard Cogdell, Chairman, 

Resolved, That the same lie on the table for consider- 
ation. 



Friday, five o'clock, P. M., August 25, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
Mr. Robert Lanier is appointed to serve on the Com- 
mittee to .prepare a Plan for the internal peace of this 



James Cotton, Samuel Williams, and Jacob Williams, 
of Anson County, who stood charged with acting in oppo- 
sition to the liberty of America, and of endeavouring, by 
persuasion and otherwise, to induce others to act against 
the Resolutions of the Continental and Provincial Con- 
gress, were brought to the bar of this Congress by a party 
of the Hillsborough Independent Company, and after being 
severally examined, 

Resolved, That the said James Cotton, Samuel Wil- 
liams and Jacob Williams be discharged and set at liberty, 
and that Certificates issue from this Congress to entitle 
them to the protection of all persons espousing the cause 
of American liberty, they having made a solemn recanta- 
tion of their former principles. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, August 29, 1775.' 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Mr. President laid before the Congress a Letter from 
the Committee of Intelligence of Charlestown, South- 
Carolina, enclosing Remonstrances or Petitions from John 
Dunn and Benjamin Boote, now under confinement at 
Charlestown; which was read, and on motion, ordered to 
lie on the table for consideration. 
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.Also Letters .from jGoyernour Martin to Benjamin 
Boote, dated XotifJuty', 1775. 

From Governour Martin to Colonel Cotten, 21st July, 
1775. """'" : 

Likewise an Address from Rowan County to Governour 
Martin. 

From the Committee of MecMenburgh to the Commit- 
tee of Camden, a Letter of Intelligence. 

From the Committee of Rowan to the Committee of 
Camden, a Letter of Intelligence. 

.And J)unn and .Boole's Protest and Advertisement. 
Which were filed. 

On motion, Ordered, That the election of Delegates to 
attend the Continental Congress, at Philadelphia, in Sep- 
tember next, Come on next Saturday. 

The Order of the Day being read, for taking under 
consideration the slate of the Province, and the expediency 
of employing a Military Force for its defence against foreign 
and domestick invasions : 

Resolved, That the same be deferred till Thursday next. 

Whereas, some doubts may arise respecting the con- 
struction of the fourth article of the Continental Associa- 
tion relating to exportation : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, that 
no Ship or Vessel shall clear out, or take on board any 
part of their Cargoes after the tenth day of September, 
1775, but that Vessels actually laden or their Cargoes on 
board lighters, and cleared out before that day, may sail at 
any time after.. 

Mr. Caswell from the Committee appointed to take into 
consideration and report a state of the Publick Funds, 
reported as follows, viz: 

, Whereas, in order to make a proper and correct state of 
the Publick Funds, it would be necessary your Committee 
should have rec.ourse to the publick accounts, which are in 
the hands of the Treasurers, and to the estimates of pub- 
lick allowances and journals of the Assembly, which can- 
not conveniently be had here : they have therefore pro- 
ceeded on the best information they have been able to 
obtain, and find that there are divers large sums of money 
due from sundry Sheriffs and other collectors, a great 
part of which, in the opinion of your Committee, will be 
lost to the publick, unless some method is immediately 
fallen upon to enforce the payment of the same, which 
your Committee earnestly recommend to the attention of 
the Congress. 

Thai there are also divers sums of money due from 
the publick to individuals, and no money in the hands of 
the Southern Treasurer on the contingent fund to discharge 
the same : what may lie in the Northern Treasury on that 
fund your Committee have not been able to inform them- 
selves. 

l That since the passing a resolution in the Assembly that 
the Rum Duties, and the one Shilling Tax for sinking the 
old. Bills should cease, the law imposing the same having 
had its effect, sundry sums have been paid for such duties 
to the Collectors and tb the Sheriffs for the said tax. 
Your Committee are of opinion that the money received 
on the former should be returned to the persons from 
whom the same was received, and also that the latter be 
either returned to the persons from whom received, or 
allowed them in" the payment of any future tax. All 
which is submitted to the consideration of the Congress. 

R. Caswell, Chairman. 

Ordered, The same lie for consideration until Saturday 
next. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Letter from 
the Committee of Intelligence of Charlestown, the Re- 
monstrances of Benjamin Boote and John Dunn, and the 
Petitions of Frances Dunn and Dorothy Boote, and the 
several Papers relative thereto: 

Resolved, That the President of the Congress, by Let- 
ters addressed to the Committee of Intelligence of South- 
Carolina, thank them for their friendly interposition in 
behalf of this Province, by receiving and securing the per- 
sons of John Dunn and Benjamin Boote, thereby disap- 
pointing the endeavours of those men to defeat the Ameri- 
can Association, in support of their just rights and privi- 
leges; and requesting of the said Committee to detain the 



persons of the said Dunn and Boote within that Province, 
till the inhabitants of JSorth- Carolina, by their Delegates, 
again meet in Convention, or till they make such recanta- 
tion of their principles as shall be satisfactory to the Com- 
mittee of Charlestown : that this Province will on a similar 
occasion be ready to render a similar service totheir worthy 
neighbours of the South Province. In the mean time 
that they pledge the credit of this Province to reimburse 
the expenses which they may be at lay reason of such 
detention ; and express at the same time that we have the 
fullest confidence, that the same humanity which Tias dis- 
tinguished the proceedings of that Province, will actuate 
them in this instance. 

Resolved, That no person whatsoever, charged as being 
an enemy to the American cause, shall be carried out of 
this Province privately, or by any act of violence, except 
by the directions of a Committee duly empowered to take 
cognizance of the offence with which they are charged, 
and who shall, upon fair and candid hearing thereupon, 
think such measures prudent, just and necessary ; but as 
the particular circumstances which attended the seizure of 
Boote and Dunn, rendered a previous application altogether 
impracticable to any Committee appointed, for the purpose 
of examination, we acknowledge ourselves under the greatest 
obligations to the persons who have rendered the signal 
service to this Province, of removing from amongst them 
men who were exerting their utmost endeavours to defeat 
the attempts of the virtuous inhabitants of this Province to 
preserve inviolate the rights of the British Constitution. 
• Ordered, That William Hill, William Gray and Zede- 
hiah Stone be added, to the Committee of Conference. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, August 30", '1775, 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday, August 31, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Order of the Day being read, for taking under con- 
sideration the state of the Province, and the expediency 
of employing a Military Force for its defence against foreign 
and domestick invasions : ~ - 

Resolved, That His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects 
in this Colony are reduced to a dangerous and critical 
situation, by the attempts of a British. Ministry to carry 
into execution by force of arms several unconstitutional 
and oppressive Acts of the British Parliament, for laying 
Taxes, and for altering and changing the Constitution and 
internal police p{ the United Colonies, in violation of the 
natural rights of the Colonists. 

Resolved, That hostilities leing actually commenced in 
the Massachusetts- Bay by the British Troops under the 
command of General Gage, and a number of the inhabi- 
tants of that Colony actually destroyed, the Town of Bos- 
ton having been long occupied as a Garrison Town, and, 
as if in an enemy's country ; the inhabitants thereof treated 
with a severity not to be justified towards declared ene- 
mies; re-enforcements being also threatened and every day 
expected to add to the misery of that wretched people, 
and to execute the cruel determined measures of Admin- 
istration against this and the rest.of the United Colonies.; 

And whereas, his Excellency Governour Martin, hath 
taken a very active and instrumental share jn opposition to 
the means which have been .adopted by this and the other 
L^nited Colonies for their common s_a.fety, as well to dis- 
unite this from the rest, as to weaken the efforts of the 
inhabitants of North- Carolina to protect their lives, liber- 
ties and properties against any force which may 1 be exerted 
to injure them ; or for the express purpose of compelling 
us to submit to the operation of the acts: 

That therefore, for the express and sole purpose of 
securing and defending this Colony, and preserving it in 
safety against all attempts to carry the said acts into execu- 
tion by force of arms, this Colony be immediately put into 
a state of defence. 

Resolved, That this Congress think it absolutely neces- 
sary for the support of the American Association and 
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safety of the Colony, to raise a body of Forces, consisting 
of one thousand men ; and upon the faith of the Resolve 
of the Continental Congress this Congress do resolve that 
one thousand men be immediately raised and embodied. 

Whereas, the Committees of Mecklenburgh, Rowan, 
Bladen, and Cumberland, have respectively purchased of 
sundry persons Gunpowder, and agreed to pay such price 
as should be ascertained by this Congress for the same: 

Resolved, That the Committees of ' Mecklenburgh and 
Rowan pay to the persons from whom they received Pow- 
der, the sum of five Shillings, Proclamation Money, per 
pound ; and the Committees of Bladen and Cumberland 
four Shillings per pound, for all the Gunpowder they have 
purchased as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Walker and Mr. John Hardin 
have leave to absent themselves from the service of the 
Congress. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock.. 

Friday, September 1, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the 
Paper laid before the Congress, purporting to be a Con- 
federacy of the United Colonies, being called, was ordered 
to lie over till Monday. 

Mr. John Birdsong, Mr. Robert Alexander, Mr. Sam- 
uel Spencer, and Mr. James White, have leave to absent 
themselves from this Congress. 

The Congress taking into consideration the arrangement 
of the Military Troops ordered to be raised in this Pro- 
vince, as part of and on the same establishment with the 
Continental Army, and the appointment of Officers to com- 
mand the said Troops : 

Resolved, That they be divided into two Regiments, 
consisting of five hundred men each ; and that four hun- 
dred part of the first Regiment be stationed in the District 
of Wilmington, two hundred in the District of Salisbury, 
two hundred in the District of Newbern, and two hun- 
dred in the District of Edenton; and that the whole num- 
ber composing the said two Regiments, and every of the 
above divisions, shall from time to time be disposed of as 
this Congress or the Council of Safety shall direct. 

Resolved, That the following Officers be and they are 
hereby appointed to command the First Regiment, viz: 

James Moore, Esq., Colonel ; Francis Nash, Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel; Thomas Clark, Esq., Major; Mr. 
William Williams, Adjutant. 

Captains in the First Regiment : William Davis, Tho- 
mas Alton, Alfred Moore, Caleb Granger, William 
Picket, Robert Rowan, John Walker, Henry Dickson, 
George Davidson, WiUiam Green. 

Lieutenants : John Lillington, Joshua Bowman, Law- 
rence Thompson, Thomas Hogg, William Berryhill, Hec- 
tor McNeill, Absalom Tatum, Hezekiah Rice, William 
Brandon, William Hill. 

Ensigns: Neil McAlister, Maurice Moore, Jun., John 
Taylor, Howell Tatum, James Childs, Henry Neil, Ber- 
ryman Turner, George Graham, Robert Rolston, Henry 
Pope. 

For the Second Regiment: Robert Howe, Esq., Colo- 
nel ; Alexander Martin, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Patten, 
Esq., Major; Dr. John White, First Captain and Ad- 
jutant. 

Captains in the Second Regiment : James Blount, Mi- 
chael Payne, Simon Bright, John Armstrong, Henry Ir- 
win Toole, Hardy Murphry, Charles Crawford, Nathaniel 
Keais, John Walker. 

Lieutenants: John Granger, Clement Hall, William 
Fenner, Benjamin Williams, Robert Smith, Edward Vail, 
. Jun., John Williams, John Herritage, Joseph Tate, James 
Gee. 

Ensigns: Henry Vipon, Whitmill Pugh, John Oliver, 
Philip Low, James Cooke, John Woodhouse, William 
Gardner, William Caswell, Benjamin Cleveland, Joseph 
Clinch. 

The Captains to take rank from the time their respective 
Companies shall be completed; to be certified under the 
hand of one or more Magistrates of the County, where the 
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men may be raised ; and in case two or more Companies 
be completed in one day, or any dispute arise about rank, 
that it be determined by a Court-Martial. 

Doctor Isaac Guion is appointed Surgeon to the First 
Regiment, and Doctor William Pasture Surgeon to the 
Second Regiment. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Saturday, September 2, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Southern Treasurer informed the Congress that he 
had advanced, agreeable to the directions of the House of 
Assembly, about nine hundred Pounds to the Delegates 
who attended the two former Congresses ; that some Coun- 
ties had not paid their first proportion of that sum, and 
that only one County had paid the last proportion. 

Resolved, That such of the Counties from which the 
Treasurer hath not received the said first proportion, im- 
mediately pay him the same ; and that the Treasurer return 
the Money he hath received for the last proportion directed 
to be paid him as aforesaid, to the County from which he 
received the same. 

It is therefore Resolved, That the Treasurer be allowed 
so much of the Money as he has advanced to the Dele- 
gates aforesaid, as shall not be replaced by the sums' paid, 
or to be paid him, of the first twenty Pounds directed to be 
raised in the several Counties in this Province, and the 
same shall be allowed in his accounts with the publick. 

Mr. Boyd laid before the Congress two hundred Pastoral 
Letters from the Synod of Philadelphia, addressed to the 
inhabitants of this Province ; which were dispersed among 
the Members. 

Resolved, That the said Adam Boyd be allowed the 

sum of Proclamation Money, to be paid by the 

Publick Treasurers, or either of them, and be allowed in 
their accounts wijh the publick. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be given to 
William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, and Richard Caswell, 
Esquires, for their patriotick and faithful discharge of the 
important trust reposed in them as Delegates on the part 
of this Province at the late Continental Congress. 

In consequence whereof, the President returned them 
thanks in the following manner : 

Gentlemen : The honourable and patriotick conduct 
you have pursued in discharge of the high and important 
trust unanimously committed to you, with the most unlimit- 
ed confidence, by the late Convention of this Province, 
has justified and done honour to their choice, and now calls 
forth the grateful thanks of your fellow-citizens ; which 
thanks, in order that the most honourable testimony of 
your conduct may be transmitted to posterity, the Con- 
gress have commanded me to deliver in this place. 

I do accordingly, with the greatest pleasure, return you 
the thanks of this Congress in behalf of their constituents, 
for the manly, spirited, and patriotick discharge of your 
duty, as Delegates representing this Province in the Grand 
Continental Congress at Philadelphia. 

To which the Delegates returned the following answer : 

We, the Delegates of this Province, to whom our fel- 
low-citizens thought fit to consign, with the most unlimited 
confidence, the great and important charge of representing 
them in the late Continental Congress, beg leave to express 
our most sincere thanks for the honourable testimony which, 
through you, they have thought fit to render of our services 
in that capacity. 

With hearts warmed with a zealous love of liberty, and 
desirous of a reconciliation with the Parent State upon terms 
just and constitutional, we flattered ourselves that the in- 
tegrity of our motives would plead an excuse for our want 
of abilities, and in the candour and charity of our consti- 
tuents, our well meant, however feeble endeavours would 
find their apology. Our expectations are more than an- 
swered : and this publick approbation of our conduct, the 
greatest reward a subject can receive or a people bestow, 
will stimulate us, whether in private or publick life our lot 
shall be cast, to imitate the virtues of our patriotick fel- 
low-citizens, and to be distinguished by our usefulness in 
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society, as we have tins day been by the honours with 
which they have marked our former endeavours. 

While our hearts, overflow with gratitude to this respect- 
able, assembly, we cannot omit to offer our best acknow- 
ledgments to you, honoured Sir, for the polite manner in 
which you have been pleased to convey to us the sense of 
this House ; and to congratulate them that their councils 
are conducted under the auspices of a character so justly 
esteemed, and which adds dignity to the seat in which it 
presides. 

Resolved, That William Hooper, Joseph Hemes, and 
Richard Caswell, Esquires, be, and are hereby appointed 
Delegates in behalf of this Province, for the term of one 
year, to attend the General Congress, to be held at Phila- 
delphia, on the fifth day of September instant, or at any 
other time and place that shall be appointed for that pur- 
pose. And they are hereby invested with such powers as 
may make any acts done by them, or any of them, or consent 
given in behalf of this Province (not inconsistent with such 
instructions as may be given by this Congress) obligatory 
upon every inhabitant thereof; and that each of them be 
paid five hundred Pounds, Proclamation Money, on per- 
forming the services aforesaid, to be paid by either of the 
Treasurers out of any moneys in their hands ; and this 
Congress engage to indemnify such Treasurer or Treasurers 
for money they may advance on that account. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Devotion Davis, Michael Ro- 
gers and Joseph Spruill have leave of absence during this 
session. 

The Order of the Day, for considering the Report of 
the Committee relative to the state of the Publick Funds, 
being read, was ordered to lie over till Monday next. 

The Congress adjourned till Monday morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Monday, September 4, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

His Honour the President laid before the Congress a 
Letter from Mr. Biggleston, the Governour's Secretary, 
asking the favour of this Congress to give sanction and 
safe conduct to the removal of the most valuable effects of 
Governour Martin on board the Man-of-War, and his 
Coach and Horses to Mr. Farquard CampbeWs. 

Resolved, That if Mr. Biggleston should think proper 
to remove on board the Man-of-War all the Governour's 
effects, as well as his Excellency's Coach and Horses, as 
every article thereof, this Congress is even ready to give 
them, as to all other private property, every safeguard 
and security in their power to prevent their receiving any 
molestation or injury, however ideal the fears of Mr. Big- 
gleston in this instance may be of meeting any interrup- 
tion in carrying such design into execution ; but as Mr. 
Farquard Campbell, a member of this Congress, has ex- 
pressed a sincere desire that the Coach and Horses should 
not be sent to his house in Cumberland, and is amazed 
that such a proposal should have been made without his 
approbation or privity, they conceive they can by no means 
suffer the Coach and Horses to be removed to Cumberland 
County. This House further take this opportunity to ex- 
press their surprise at his Excellency the Governour having 
deserted the Palace, as he might have enjoyed all the con- 
veniences of the same in a state of perfect security, without 
insult or injury to bis person or property. 

Resolved, That Farquard Campbell, Esquire, hath, in 
the opinion of this Congress, conducted himself as an hon- 
est member of society and a friend to the American cause ; 
and that any confidential expressions that have been drop- 
ped by Governour Martin, or any of his friends, with 
respect to any reliance they may have upon the services 
of the said Farquard Campbell against the American cause, 
have been without any encouragement from the said Far- 
quard Campbell, but have been made use of in order to 
bring his character into distrust, and lessen the esteem which 
for his faithful services he deserves from the inhabitants of 
this Province. 

Resolved, That the Secretary give Certificates to such 
of the Protesters, as from a conviction of the evil of their 
past conduct, have or shall hereafter sign the Association 
01 Test entered into by the Members of this Congress 



during this session, setting forth that they are accepted as 
friends to American liberty. 

' Ordered, Mr. Hambright have leave to absent himself 
from the service of the Congress. 

The Order of the Day being read, for taking into con- 
sideration a paper purporting to.be a Confederation of the 
United Colonies: 

Resolved, The Congress resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House. 

The Congress resolved into a Committee of the Whole 
House accordingly, and unanimously chose the Reverend 
Mr. Patillo, Chairman ; and after some time spenttherein, 
came to a Resolution thereon. 

On motion, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Chairman reported as follows, to wit : 

That the Committee have taken into consideration the 
plan of a General Confederation between the United Colo- 
nies, and are of opinion that the same is not at present 
eligible. And it is also the opinion of the Committee, that 
the Delegates for this Province ought to be instructed not 
to consent to any plan of Confederation, which may be 
offered in an ensuing Congress, until the same shall be 
laid before and approved by the Provincial Congress. 

That the present Associatfon ought to be further relied 
on for bringing about a reconciliation with the Parent State ; 
and a further. Confederacy ought only to be adopted in 
case of the last necessity. 

Then, on motion, Resolved, The Congress do approve 
of the above Resolution. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, Septeipber 5, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Reverend Mr. Patillo, 
Mr. Baker, Mr. Thomas Harvey, Mr. Miles Harvey, Mr. 
Geddy, Mr. William Bryan, Mr. Jethro Sumner, and 
Mr. Matthias Brickie, have leave to absent themselves 
from the service of the Congress. 

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. Willie Jones, Mr. Nash 
and Mr. John Ashe be a Committee of this Congress to 
make an arrangement of Minute-Men for the safety of the 
Province, and report their proceedings to this Congress. 

On motion, Ordered, That Mr- Skinner, Mr. Starkey, 
Mr. Locke, Mr. Caswell, Mr. Thomas Person, Mr. Burke, 
and Mr. Coor, be a Committee of Ways and Means, and 
that they make report of their proceedings. 

Mr. Caswell, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
reported as follows, viz : 

That it is the opinion of your Committee, that the ex- 
penses of the thousand men to be raised and paid at the 
expense of the Continent, ought to be defrayed out of the 
fund provided for that purpose by the Continental Con- 
gress ; and that the Provincial Congress, or such officers as 
they shall empower, do draw for one hundred thousand 
Dollars immediately, and for other sums as there may be 
occasion afterwards. 

That it is the opinion of your Committee, sixty thou- 
sand Pounds be emitted in paper Bills of Credit, to be 
applied towards defraying the expense of the Militia and 
Minute-Men, for purchasing Arms and Ammunition, and 
paying bounties for the encouragement of Manufactures, 
expresses and other contingences ; this sum to be sunk by 
a tax of two Shillings every year on each taxable person 
in this Province, to commence for the year 1777, and 
continue for seven years after its commencement. 

Richard Caswell, Chairman. 

Ordered, The said Report lie for further consideration. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, September 6, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That Mr. Penn, Mr. Harnett, Mr. Webb, 
Mr. Blount, Mr. Locke, and Mr. Coor, be a Committee 
to recommend proper persons for Commissaries for the 
several Troops. 
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The aforesaid Committee returned, and reported that 
several gentlemen had offered themselves as candidates, 
which they approved of, and recommended that the House 
should make choice of four of the said gentlemen for that 
purpose. 

Pursuant, to which Mr. William Kennon was appointed 
Commissary for the District of Wilmington, Mr. Robert 
Salter Commissary for the District of Newbern, Mr. 
Andrew Knox Commissary for the District of Edenton, 
and Mr. Robert Lanier Commissary for the District of 
Salisbury. 

Ordered, That Mr. Needham Bryan, Mr. Hinton, Mr. 
Jacob Blount, Mr. William Bryan, and Mr. Duncan La- 
mon, have leave to absent themselves from the service of 
this Congress. 

Mr. Archibald Maclaine, Chairman from'the Committee 
appointed for the purpose of preparing a plan for the regu- 
lation of the internal peace, order and safety of this Pro- 
vince, and making such arrangement in the civil police of 
this Province, &c, laid the same before the Congress, 
which was read. 

Ordered, The same be committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow morning. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday, September 7, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 
The House taking into consideration the Report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, came to the following 
Resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding One Hundred and 
Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars be emitted by this Con- 
gress in Bills of Credit, for the defence of this Colony. 

Resolved, That this Province be pledged for the re- 
demption of the Bills of Credit now directed to be emit- 
ted. 

Resolved, That the number and denomination of the 
Bills be as follows, viz : 

4,000, of one-fourth of a Dollar, is 1,000 Dollars. 
4,000, of half a Dollar, is 2,000 " 

4,000, of one Dollar, is 4,000 " 

4,000, of two Dollars, is 8,000 " 

4,000, of three " 12,000 « 

4,000, of four " 16,000 " 

4,000, of five " 20,000 " 

4,000, of eight " 32,000 " 

3,000, of ten " 30,000 " 

Resolved, That the form of the Bills be as follows: 

" North-Carolina Currency. 
'■'No. . , . .... Dollars. 

" This Bill entitles the bearer to receive .... Spanish 
milled dollars, or the value thereof in gold and silver, accord- 
ing to the Resolution of the Provincial Congress at Hillsbo- 
rough, the 21st day of August, 1775." 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Johnston, Mr. Richard 
Caswell, Mr. Richard Cogdell, and Mr. Andrew Knox, or 
the survivors of them, be a Committee to get proper Plates 
engraved, and to provide Paper, and to agree with an En- 
graver to stamp or print the said Bills, and to frame devi- 
ces for the same ; and that they be and are hereby fully 
authorized to superintend the press, to have the oversight 
and care of stamping or printing the Bills of Credit so to 
be struck, and to number and sign the same ; and after 
numbering and signing them, shall deliver the same to the 
Treasurers, or one of them, taking his Or their receipt for 
the Bills so delivered : and that they be allowed the sum 
of fifty Pounds each for such services. 

Resolved, That the said sum be sunk by a tax of two 
Shillings every year on each taxable person within this 
Province, to commence for the year 1777, and continue 
for nine years, unless the money should be sooner sunk. 

Resolved, That if any person shall refuse to receive the 
publick Bills of Credit by this Congress directed to be 
emitted, in payment of any debt or demand, or shall re- 
fuse to give them credit, or speak disrespectfully of the 
said Bills, or shall offer a greater sum of the said Bills in 
exchange than at the rate of eight Shillings for a Dollar, 
such person shall be treated as an enemy to his Country ; 



and it is recommended to the inhabitants of this Province 
to have no further connection or dealing with him. 

Resolved, That where any person shall be accused of 
counterfeiting, altering, or erasing any Bill or Bills of Cre- 
dit of this Province emitted by virtue of the Resolves of 
this Congress, or shall knowingly pass or utter, or with 
intent to pass or utter shall offer the same to any person 
or persons, (oath being made thereof, or sufficient pregnant 
circumstances made appear, before any three Members of 
the Committee of the County where he shall be appre- 
hended, or the nearest Town,) such person shall by the 
said Members of Committees, be committed to the jail of 
the District where the offence is supposed to be commit- 
ted, there to remain until the next meeting of the Com- 
mittee of Safety thereof. And the said Committee shall 
inquire into the truth of the accusation, and if it shall 
appear to twelve of them that there is sufficient proof to 
convict him, he shall be remanded to prison, there to remain 
until a convenient power shall be established for hearing 
and determining the matter, agreeable to the constitutional 
mode heretofore used in all capital cases ; and if he shall 
be convicted on such future hearing, or shall stand mute, 
or challenge more than twenty of the petit jury, he shall 
suffer death as a felon, without benefit of clergy. But if 
the said Committee shall be of opinion that there is not 
sufficient proof to convict him, he shall be discharged ; and 
the persons who shall first commit him shall talce neces- 
sary measures to compel the witnesses, as well for as 
against him, to appear at the meeting of the said Commit- 
tee of Safety and give testimony. 

' Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Johnston, Mr. Richard 
Caswell, Mr. Richard Cogdell, and Mr. Andrew Knox, 
shall, previously to their taking upon them the trust re- 
posed in them by the above Resolve, enter into bond with 
good and sufficient security, in the sum of ten thousand 
Pounds, Proclamation Money, each, payable to the Mem- 
bers of the Provincial Council, for the use of this Province, 
with condition that he shall duly and faithfully execute 
and discharge the said trust reposed in him, according to 
the true intent and meaning of this Congress ; which bond 
shall be lodged with the Provincial Council, and in case of 
a breach in the condition thereof, may be put in suit, and 
recovered to the use of this Province. And if any of the 
Commissioners appointed as aforesaid should die, remove 
out of the Province, or refuse to act, the surviving Com- 
missioners, or a majority of them, shall appoint others or 
another in the room of him or them so dying, refusing to 
act, or removing, which Commissioner or Commissioners 
so appointed, shall enter into bond as aforesaid : And such 
Commissioner shall, before his entering into office, take the 
following oath, to wit: 

"I, A, B, do swear upon the Holy Evangelist of Al- 
mighty God, that I will in consequence of the trust reposed 
in me by the Provincial Congress of this Province, faith- 
fully execute the same; that I will not stamp, sign, or 
emit, or knowingly suffer to be stamped, signed, or emitted, 
more Bills than such as have been described by the said 
Congress ; and as soon as such Bills are emitted, that the 
Plates used in stamping the same be destroyed." 

Resolved, That the Treasurers be allowed for receiving 
and paying away the said Bills one per cent. 

The Report of the Committee, appointed to bring in a 
plan for regulating Minute-Men and Militia, being taken 
into consideration : 

Resolved, That the Province be divided into six Dis- 
tricts, as they stood heretofore under the Superiour Court 
Law, viz : Edenton, Halifax, Hillsborough, Wilmington, 
Newbern, and Salisbury, Districts. 

That a Battalion, consisting of ten Companies of fifty 
men rank and file each, be raised in each District ; and a 
Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, ten Captains, ten 
Lieutenants, ten Ensigns, twenty Sergeants, ten Drummers, 
and ten Fifers, be allowed for every Battalion. 

That the Field-Officers for each and every Battalion be 
recommended by the several Districts, and appointed by 
the Congress; and that the number of Men to be enlisted 
in the several Counties in the different Districts, be also 
recommended by the several Districts, as nearly as may be 
to the number of effective Men in each County. 

That the Field-Officers in each District appoint a suit- 
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able person or persons in each County to enlist Minute- 
Men ; which said Minute-Men, when their Companies are 
completed, shall choose their Captains, Lieutenants and 
Ensigns: and the said Captains, Lieutenants and En- 
signs of each Company shall appoint their respective Non- 
commissioned Officers. 

That the Field-Officers and Captains of each District 
appoint an Adjutant. 

, That the persons appointed to enlist Minute-Men in 
each County may take volunteers, coming of their own 
accord from other Counties, but shall not go into any other 
County to enlist, without permission of the Committee of 
such County in writing. 

That when any Company is completed, and the Offi- 
cers chosen, the Captain shall give notice to the Chairman 
of the County Committee, who shall thereupon call the 
Committee together to review the said Company at such 
place as the Chairman shall think proper; and the Com- 
mittee, or a majority of them, finding the Company com- 
plete with able and proper men, shall grant a certificate 
thereof to the Captain, specifying the County and day, by 
which certificates the priority or rank of the Captains in 
.the different Battalions shall be determined: and that the 
precedence or rank of the different Battalions be deter- 
mined also as they are soonest embodied ; which shall be 
ascertained and certified by the Members of the Provin- 
cial Council for the respective Districts where such Batta- 
lion belong. Should two Captains' certificates bear date 
the same day, the Members of the Provincial Council for 
the District shall decide between them. Should two Bat- 
talions or Colonels' certificates bear the same date, the 
Provincial Council shall determine the rank. 

That the Provincial Council enter the returns or certifi- 
cates of the County Committees and the Committees of 
Safety in a book for the purpose, and issue commissions 
accordingly. 

That the Captains, or persons appointed to enlist, in en- 
listing men, give a preference to those who have guns of 
their own ; but if it be found necessary to take such as 
have none, that then the Captain certify the same to the 
Committees of the Counties to which they belong, who 
shall thereupon borrow such guns as are fit for service, 
giving receipts describing such guns, and the value thereof, 
to the owners, that they may hereafter get them again, or 
the value of them. And the said Committees shall take 
receipts in like manner of the Captains for guns thus sup- 
plied ; which receipts shall be transmitted to the Provincial 
Council : and the Captains shall produce such guns when 
demanded, pay the value of them, or shew that they have 
been lost by unavoidable accident to the publick. 

That an allowance be made after the rate of ten Shil- 
lings per annum for a good smooth bore or Musket, and 
twenty Shillings for a Rifle, to the owners for the use of 
their guns, in the case above mentioned. 

That the Minute-Men as soon as they are enlisted, and 
approved by Companies as above, be embodied in Bat- 
talions at or near the Towns aforesaid, in the different 
Districts, there to continue in training for fourteen days 
successively, Sundays inclusive ; and that each and every 
Minute-Man be allowed one day's pay for every twenty 
miles in travelling to and from the place of training by 
Battalions: After this, that the different Companies in 
their respective Counties muster at least once a fortnight, 
on such days and such places as their Captains shall 
direct. 

That the Adjutant for each District be employed for six 
months, and allowed the sum of fifteen Pounds per month, 
and attend in the different Counties to his District belong- 
ing by rotation ; and the Field-Officers in each District, 
shall have power to remove such Adjutant for misbehaviour, 
and appoint another in his stead. 

That the Officers and Men while training by Batta- 
lions, and when called into actual service, have pay as fol- 
lows : A Colonel per day, fourteen shillings three farthings, 
Lieutenant-Colonel eleven shillings and five pence, Major 
nine shillings and six pence, Captain five shillings and eight 
pence half-penny, Lieutenant five shillings and nine pence 
three farthings, Ensigns two shillings and ten pence farthing, 
Sergeant two shillings and three pence farthing, Corporal, 
Drummer and Fifer two shillings half- penny, a Private man 
one shilling and ten pence three farthings. 



That the Special Committee herein before mentioned 
appoint a Commissary of Musters for every District, and 
shall be allowed eight pence per day for victualling each 
and every man. That a bounty of twenty-five shillings 
be allowed for every private man and Non-commissioned 
Officer, to buy a Hunting-Shirt, Leggins or Spatterdashes, 
and black Garters, which shall be the Uniform ; and that 
the manual exercise for the said Minute-Men be that recom- 
mended by His Majesty in 1764. And if any Officer or 
Minute-Man shall refuse or neglect to attend battalion duty 
he shall forfeit two days' pay for every day he is absent, 
giving to the delinquent the privilege of making excuse 
any time during battalion exercise or training, which excuse 
shall be allowed or disallowed by a Court-Martial consist- 
ing of the Field-Officers and Captains to each Battalion 
belonging ; the same to be levied on the estate of tbe 
delinquent, by any person or persons by the said Court 
appointed, and applied according to act of Assembly for 
regulating the Militia. 

That each and every Company make such regulations 
as to them shall seem best, for non-attendance, disobedi- 
ence and misbehaviour at musters by Companies; pro- 
vided, that the Commanding Officer or" Captain may, if 
found necessary, give leave of absence to any inferiour 
officer or private man ; the first in battalion duty, the last in 
Company musters. 

That the Minute-Men be enlisted for six months, and 
whenever called into actual service, be subject and bound 
by the Rules and Regulations for the Continental Army 
provided by the Continental Congress ; and if any Officer 
or Minute-Man, during his attendance on training duty 
by Battalions, shall refuse to obey the commands of Ins 
superiour Officer, or behave refractory or indecently, such 
offender shall and may be confined for any time not ex- 
ceeding twenty-four hours, and fined in any sum not ex- 
ceeding fourteen days' pay, as shall be determined by the 
judgment of a Court-Martial, to be held as aforesaid; the 
fines to be levied and applied as herein before directed. 

That in case of insurrections, invasions, or other emer- 
gency, such Captain or Captains as may be nearest to the 
scene of action, or first informed of the danger, shall have 
power to order all or part of his or their men, as may be 
necessary, into immediate service, and shall give notice to 
the Colonel or Commanding Officer of the Battalion to 
which he or they belong; and the Colonel or Command- 
ing Officer shall, upon such information from a Captain, or 
in the first instance, have power to order all or every part 
of the Battalion, as he shall think proper, into service, and 
march them to any part of his District: but he shall give 
notice to the Committee of Safety of his District, and shall 
be subject to their orders when convened ; but as soon as 
the Provincial Council shall meet, the power of the Com- 
mittees of Safety shall cease with respect to such Battalion, 
and the Colonel, or Commanding Officer thereof, shall be 
subject to the control of the said Council. 

That the Regular Officers shall take rank of the Mjn- 
ute-Officers of the same rank, and the Minute-Officers 
shall take rank of the Militia Officers of the same rank ; 
but the Minute-Men shall not be under the command of 
the Militia Officers, nor the Militia under the command of 
the Minute-Officers, unless when drawn in actual service. 
That a Colonel of the Minute-Men shall take rank of a 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Regulars ; and a Colonel of 
the Militia take rank of a Lieutenant-Colonel of the Min- 
ute-Men. 

And that every Officer, or Minute-Man, who shall refuse 
or unreasonably delay conforming to the above directions, 
with respect to insurrections, fee, shall, for such refusal 
or delay, suffer such punishment, (death excepted,) or pay 
such fine as shall be adjudged by a Court-Martial consist- 
ing of the Field-Officers and Captains to his Battalion 
belonging; provided, that if any Officer shall think him- 
self aggrieved by the decision of such Court-Martial, he 
may appeal to the Provincial Council, whose determina- 
tion shall be final: the said fines and forfeitures to be levied 
and applied as herein before directed. 

And with respect to the Militia, your Committee have 
further resolved that the Field-Officers be appointed by 
Congress ; the Captains, Lieutenants and Ensigns by the 
Committees of their respective Counties: and the Com- 
mittees shall certify the names of the Officers so elected, 
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to the Prorincial Council, that commissions may issue 
accordingly. That the Colonel or Commanding Officer 
in such County have power to order two General Musters 
in every year; and that the Captains shall muster their 
Companies once a month, the Officers and Soldiers being 
subject to the same fines and punishments for non-attend- 
ance, &c, at these musters, as are directed by law for 
regulating the Militia. 

That an Adjutant be appointed by the Field-Officers of 
each County, who shall attend on general and private 
muster of his said County, and shall be paid eight Shil- 
lings per day for every day he attends, to be certified by 
the Commanding Officer of their respective Regiments or 
Companies. 

That the Committees of Safety in their respective Dis- 
tricts, upon any emergency, have power to order the Mi- 
litia into service ; their power to cease, however, in this 
respect, as soon as the Provincial Council shall meet and 
issue orders, and that in other respects the Militia be regu- 
lated by the law for that purpose ; provided, except where- 
in it is, or may be, contradictory to the Resolutions of the 
Congress. 

And provided also, that every publick Ferry-keeper 
shall set over ferry free every person who shall attend mus- 
ters as Militia or Minute-Men, at all such times as they 
shall be called upon by their respective Officers. 

The Order of the Day, that was referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, was laid over till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That Mr. John Ashe he allowed four Pounds, 
for so much advanced by him to Stephen Jackson, a Mes- 
senger appointed by this Congress to take, and bring in cus- 
tody, James Cotton and others, before this Congress. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Friday, September 8, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That Mr. Willie Jones, Mr. Burke, Mr. 
Thomas Person, and Mr. Long, be a Committee to state 
and settle Mr. James Davis's Account, for services done 
as Printer to this Province. 

. Mr. Hooper laid before the House an Address to the 
Inhabitants of the British Empire ; and the same being 
read was unanimously received, and is as follows, viz : 

Friends and Fellow-Citizens: The fate of the con- 
test which at present subsists between these American 
Colonies, and the British Ministers who now sit at the 
helm of publick affajrs, will be one of the most important 
epochs which can mark the annals of the British history. 
Foreign Nations with anxious expectation wait the result, 
and see with amazement the blind infatuated policy which 
the present Administration pursues to subjugate these Co- 
lonies, and reduce them, from being loyal and useful sub- 
jects, to an absolute dependance and abject slavery; as if 
the descendants of those ancestors who have shed rivers 
of blood, and expended millionsof treasure, in fixing upon 
a lasting foundation the liberties of the British Constitu- 
tion, saw with envy the once happy state of this western 
region, and strove to exterminate the patterns of those vir- 
tues which shone with a lustre that bid fair to rival and 
eclipse their own. 

To enjoy the fruits of our own honest industry; to call 
that our own which we earn with the labour of our hands, 
and the sweat of our brows ; to regulate that internal 
policy by which we, and not they, are to be affected; 
these are the mighty boons we ask. And traitors, rebels, 
and every harsh appellation that malice can dictate, or the 
virulence of language express, are the returns which we 
receive to the most humble petitions and earnest supplica- 
tions. We have been told that independence is our object; 
that we seek to shake off all connection With the Parent 
State. Cruel suggestion ! Do not all our professions, all 
our actions, uniformly contradict this ? 

We again declare, and we invoke that Almighty Being 
who searches the recesses of the human heart, and knows 
our most secret intentions, that it is our most earnest wish 
and prayer to be restored, with the other United Colonies, 
to the state in which we ahd they were placed before the 
ye;ir 1763 ; disposed, to glance over any regulations which 



Britain had made previous to this, and which seem to be 
injurious and oppressive to these Colonies, hoping that at 
some future day she will benignly interpose, and remove 
from us every cause of complaint. 

Whenever we have departed from the forms of the Con- 
stitution, our own safety and self-preservation have dictated 
the expedient ; and if in any instances we have assumed 
powers which the laws invest in the Sovereign, or his 
representatives, it has been only in defence of our persons, 
properties and those rights which God and the Constitu- 
tion have made inalienably ours. As soon as the cause of 
our fears and apprehensions are removed, with joy will we 
return these powers to their regular channels ; and such in- 
stitutions, formed from mere. necessity, shall end with that 
necessity that created them. 

These expressions flow from an affection bordering upon 
devotion to the succession of the House of Hanover as by 
law established, from subjects who view it. as a monument 
that does honour to human nature — a monument capable 
of teaching Kings how glorious it is to reign over a free 
people. These are the heartfelt effusions of men ever 
ready to spend their blood and treasure, when constitution- 
ally called upon, in support of succession of His Majesty 
King George the Third, his crown and dignity; and who 
fervently wish to transmit his reign to future ages as the 
era of common happiness to his People. 

Could these our sentiments reach the throne, surely 
our Sovereign would forbid the borrours of war and deso- 
lation to intrude into this once peaceful and happy land, 
and would stop that deluge of human blood which now 
threatens to overflow this Colony — blood too precious to 
be shed but in a common cause against the common enemy 
of Great Britain and her sons. 

This declaration we hold forth as a testimony of loy- 
alty to our Sovereign, and affection to our Parent State, 
and as a sincere earnest of our present and future inten- 
tions. 

We hope hereby to remove those impressions, which 
have been made by the representations of weak and wicked 
men, to the prejudice of this Colony, who thereby intended 
that the rectitude of our designs might be brought into dis- 
trust, and sedition, anarchy and confusion spread through 
this loyal Provincei 

We have discharged a duty which we owe to the world, 
to ourselves, and to posterity; and may the Almighty God 
give success to the means we make use of, so far as they 
are aimed to produce just, lawful and good purposes, and 
the salvation and happiness of the whole British Empire. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, draw 
on the Continental Treasury, out of the sum directed to 
be drawn out' of the Continental Funds for the use of the 
Army, five hundred Pounds for each of the three Dele- 
gates appointed to attend the Continental Congress in 
behalf of this Province, instead of the like sum ordered 
to be paid them out of the Provincial Treasury. 

Resolved, That the Continental Troops to be raised in 
this Province be kept in pay three months, unless the Pro- 
vincial Council should judge it necessary to continue them 
longer ; and the said Council are empowered to disband 
them at any time before, or after the term of three months, 
when they shall judge that their service is unnecessary. 

Mr. John Walker is appointed Captain of a Company 
in the Hillsborough District, in the room of Mr. John 
Williams, who resigned. 

Resolved, That the Recruiting Officers of the Conti- 
nental Army to be raised in this Province, advance to each 
Non-commissioned Officer and Soldier who shall be enlist- 
ed, forty Shillings, in part of his first month's pay; that ten 
Shillings be allowed to each Captain, Lieutenant, or En- 
sign, for every man which they shall respectively enlist 
and enrol as a Soldier in the said service, as a mil com- 
pensation for their expenses in recruiting their men. 

Resolved, That Samuel Johnston, Esquire, be, and is 
hereby appointed Treasurer for the Northern District, and 
Richard Caswell, Esquire, be, and he Is hereby appointed 
Treasurer for the Southern District; which said Treasurers 
respectively are invested with the same powers and autho- 
rities, and entitled to the same emoluments, and liable to 
the like fines, penalties and forfeitures, as Treasurers were 
by an act of Assembly of this Province/passed in the 
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year 1773, entitled " An Act for appointing publick Trea- 
surers, and directing their duty in office;" and that each 
of them, before they enter on the execution of the said 
office, shall give bond and sufficient security in the sum of 
fifty thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money, to the Provin- 
cial Council. 

Mr. Farquard Campbell and Mr. King have leave to 
absent themselves from the service of this Congress. 

Mr. Caswell informed the Congress, that as they had 
done him the honour of appointing him Treasurer of the 
Southern District of this Province, and one of the signers 
of the publick Bills of Credit, his attending those duties 
Would render it entirely out of his power to attend the 
Continental Congress, as one of the Delegates of this Pro- 
vince: he therefore requested thisCongress would be pleased 
to appoint some other gentleman in his stead. 

Whereupon, it is Resolved, That John Perm, Esquire, 
be, and he is hereby appointed a Delegate in behalf of 
this Province, in conjunction with William Hooper and 
Joseph Hewes, Esquires, and that he be invested with the 
same powers, and entitled to the same allowance, that the 
said Richard Caswell would have been vested with and 
entitled to, under a former resolution of this Congress. 

Resolved, That the Secretary, as soon as this Congress 
rises, deliver the Journals to Mr. James Green, who is 
directed to transcribe a fair copy immediately, and deliver it 
to Mr. James Dcfvis, who is desired to print the same, and 
send a copy to each of the Members of this Congress as 
soon as possible. 

Mr, Wade laid before the Congress a Letter from John 
Coulson, with a Recantation and Association entered into, 
and signed by a number of the people called Protesters, 
with which this House is satisfied. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, six 
o'clock. 

Saturday, September 9, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 
', The House taking into consideration the appointment of 
the Field-Officers of the Minute-Men, came to the follow- 
ing Resolution : 

Resolved, That the following persons be appointed, to 
wit : 

Edenton: Edward- Vail, Colonel; Andrew Knox, 
Lieutenant-Colpnel ; Caleb Nash, Major. 

Halifax District: Nicholas Long, Colonel; Henry 
Irwin, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Jethro Sumner, Major. 

Salisbury District: Thomas Wade, Colonel; Ad- 
ley Osburn, LTeutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Hardin, Major. 

Hillsborough District: James Thackstqn, Colonel; 
John Willipms, Lieutenant-Colonel; James Moore, Major; 

Nevvbern District : Richard Caswell, Colonel ; Wil- 
liam Bryan, Lieutenant-Colonel ; James Gorham, Major. 

Wilmington District : Alexander Lillington, Colo- 
nel ; Robert Ellis, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Samuel Swann, 
SrlTajor, 

f 'And that the following persons be Field-Officers of the 
Militia, to wit : 

Currituck County: Samuel Jarvis, Colonel; Dennis 
Dange, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Taylor Jones, First Major ; 
John Nicholson, Second Major. 

Pasqjtotank County : John Lowry, Colonel ; Isaac 
Gregory, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Dempsy Burgess, First 
Major ; Joshuft Campbell, Second Major. 

Perquimans County: Miles Harvey, Colonel; Wil- 
liam Skinner, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Harvey, First 
Major; Richard Clayton, Second Major. 

Chowan County : Thomas Bonner, Colonel ; James 
Blount, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Benbury, First Ma- 
jor; Jacob Hunter, Second Major. 

Bertie County: Thomas Whitmill, Colonel; Thomas 
Pugh, Lieutenant-Colonel ; James Moore, First Major ; 
Arthur Brown, Second Major. 

Hertford County: Benjamin Wynns, Colonel; Mat- 
thias Brickie, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Lawrence Baker, First 
Major; George Lyttle, Second Major. 

Tyrrel County: Edward Buncombe. Colonel ; Benja- 
pt» Bhunt, Lieutenant-Colonel ; James Long, First Ma- 
jor; Joseph Spruifl, Second Major; 



Martin County : William Williams, Colonel ; Whit- 
mill Hill, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Wiggins, First 
Major ; Kennith McKinzie, Second Major. 

Halifax County: John Bradford, Colonel; William 
Alston, Lieutenant-Colonel; David Sumner, First Major; 
Egbert Haywood, Second Major. 

Northampton County: Allen Jones, Colonel; William 
Eaton, Lieutenant-Colonel; Jephthah Atherton, First 
Major ; Howell Edmunds, Second Major. 

Edgecombe County: William Haywood, Colonel; 
Sherwood Haywood, Lieutenant-Colonel; Joseph Moore, 
First Major ; Henry Horn, Second Major. 

Bute County : William Person, Colonel ; Philip Haw- 
kins, Junior, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Alston, First 
Major ; Thomas Sherwood, Second Major. 

Anson County: Samuel Spencer, Colonel; Charles 
Medlock, Lieutenant-Colonel; James Add, First Major; 
David Love, Second Major. 

Mecklenburgh County : Thomas Polk, Colonel ; 
Adam Alexander, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Pfifer, First 
Major ; John Davidson, Second Major. 

Guilford County: Ransome Sutherland, Colonel; 
James Martin, Lieutenant-Colonel; John Paisley, First 
Major; John Tate, Second Major. 

Tryon County: William Graham, Colonel; Charles 
Machine, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Beatty, First Ma- 
jor ; Frederick Hambright, Second Major. 

Surry County: Martin Armstrong, Colonel ; Joseph 
Williams, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Hall, First Ma- 
jor ; Joseph Winston, Second Major. 

_ Rowan County; Griffith Rutherford, Colonel; Fran- 
cis Locke, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Dobbins, First Ma- 
jor ; James Brandon, Second Major. 

Craven County; Joseph Leech, Colonel ; John Bryan, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; John Benners, First Major; Freder- 
ick Becton, Second Major. 

Carteret County: William Thomson, Colonel ; Solo- 
mon Sheppard, Lieutenant-Colonel; Thomas Chadwick, 
First Major; Malachi Bell, Second Major. 
■ Beaufort County: James Bonner, Colonel; Thomas 
Bonner, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Roger Ormond, First Ma- 
jor ; William Brown, Second Major. 

Hyde County: Rotheas Latham, Colonel; Benjamin 
Parmerlin, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Russel, First 
Major ; Thomas Jones, Second Major. 
_ Johnston County: Needham Bryan, Colonel ; Wil- 
liam Bryan, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Smith, Jun., First 
Major; Samuel Smith, Jun., Second Major. 

Dobbs County: Abraham Sheppard, Colonel; Tho- 
mas Torrans, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Martin Caswell, First 
Major; William McKinne, Second Major. 

Pitt County : John Simpson, Colonel ; Robert Salter, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; George Evans, First Major; James 
Armstrong, Second Major. 

Brunswick County: John Davis, Colonel; Thomas 
Davis, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Richard Quince, Jun., First 
Major; Parker Quince, Second Major. 

Onslow County : William Cray, Colonel ; Henry 
Rhodes, Lieutenant-Colonel; Thomas Johnston, First Ma- 
jor; James Howard, Second Major. 

Duplin County: James Kenan, Colonel; Richard 
Clinton, Lieutenant-Colonel; Thomas Rutledge, First 
Major; James Moore, Second Major. 

Cumberland County: Thomas Rutherford, Colonel ; 
Alexander McAlistcr, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Duncan Mc- 
Neill, First Major; Alexander McDonald, Second Major. 
New-Hanover County: William Purvicmce, Colonel; 
Sampson Mosley, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Mosley, 
First Major ; John Devane, Second Major. 

Bladen County: Thomas Robison, Junior, Colonel; 
Thomas Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Thomas Owens, 
First Major ; James Richardson, Second Major. 

Orange County: Johnllogan, Colonel ; John Butler, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; William Moore, First Major; Na- 
thaniel Rochester, Second Major. 

Granville County: Joseph Taylor, Colonel ; Charles 
R. Eaton, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Samuel Smith, First Ma- 
jor ; William Williams, Seconff Major. 

Wake County: John Hinton, Colonel; TKeophiius 
Hunter, Lieutenant-Colonel ; John Hinton, Junior, First 
Major ; Thomas Hines, Second Major. 
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Chatham County: Ambrose Ramsey, Colonel; Jedu- 
thun Harper, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Mial Scurlock, First 
Major; Elisha Cain, Second Major. 

And the proportion of Minute-Men to be raised in each 
County is as follows, viz : 

Currituck, one Company; Pasquotank, one; Perqui- 
mans, one; Chowan, two; Bertie, two; Hertford, one; 
Ti/rrel, one ; Martin, one ; Halifax, three ; Northamp- 
ton, two ; Edgcombe, three ; Bute, two ; Anson, two ; 
Mecklenbu.rgh, two ; Tryon, two; Guilford ', one ; Surry, 
one ; Rowan, two ; Craven, two ; Carteret, one ; Beau- 
fort, one ; Hyde, one ; Johnston, one ; Dobbs, three ; 
JPt'/f, bne ; Brunswick, one ; Onslow, two ; Duplin, two ; 
Cumberland, one ; New-Hanover, two ; Bladen, two ; 
Orange, three; Granville, three; Wake, two; Chatham, 
two. 

Resolved, That on the death, refusal to act, or removal 
out of the Province, of any of the Officers appointed, or 
hereafter to be appointed for the Minute-Men, that the 
Committee of Safety for the District shall appoint some 
person or persons to supply the place of such Officer or 
Officers. 

The Congress adjourned till ten o'clock. 

Saturday, ton o'clock. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to take into 
consideration the Report of the Committee appointed for 
the purpose of preparing a Plan for the internal peace, 
order and safety of this Province, and made choice of Mr. 
William Kennon Chairman ; and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and the Chair- 
man reported as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Congress to 
appoint in each District of this Colony a Committee of 
Safety, to consist of a President and twelve other Mem- 
bers, who shall sit every three months, at the principal 
Town within their respective Districts, viz : Wilmington, 
Newbern, Edenton, Halifax, Hillsborough, and Salisbury, 
and as often at other times within their respective Dis- 
tricts as they may judge expedient and necessary; and 
shall, under the control of the Provincial Council herein- 
after mentioned, direct the operations of the Militia and 
such other Forces as are and may be employed for the 
safety, protection and defence of this Colony, within their 
respective jurisdictions ; and receive informations, and cen- 
sure 'and punish delinquents, either in the first instance, or 
as a superintending power over the Town and County 
Committees:, such Comniittees of Safety to be elected in 
Congress by ballot/by the Members of the respective Dis- 
tricts. 

That it be recommended as aforesaid to elect by ballot 
thirteen persons, two to be named by the Members of each 
District, and one by the Congress, who shall be styled the 
Provincial Council, and they, or a majority of them, shall 
certify the appointment of Officers in the Army during the 
recess of Congress, and fill up vacancies, and grant Cer- 
tificates, which shall be in the following form, viz : 
" North-Carolina, in Provincial Council. 

" This is to certify that was appointed 

[Captain, Lieutenant, or Ensign, as the case may be,] of 
Captain . ."7 '".--. 's Company, in the .... Regiment of 
Foot of the American Army of this Province, commanded 
by Colonel . . ._. , this ... day of 1775." 

That the Qualification and Test to be taken by Mem- 
bers of the Congress, shall also be taken by Members of 
the Provincial Council and Committees of Safety, before 
they be allowed to act.. 

That the Provincial Council, or a majority of them, as 
aforesaid, shall be vested with full power to suspend any 
Officer in the Army or Militia, when they shall deem it 
necessary for the publick service, and shall, within thirty 
days after such suspension, order a Regimental Court-Mar- 
tial to set for the trial of such Officer ; the sentence of such 
Court-Martial to be final, unless otherwise determined by 
the Congress. 

That the Provincial Council, and the Committees of 



Safety in subordination thereto, shall have the direction, 
regulation, maintenance, and ordering of the Army, and of 
all military establishments and arrangements, subject how- 
ever to the control of the Congress. 

That the Provincial Council shall have full power to 
call forth the Militia, as in case of alarm, and to carry the 
Acts of Assembly, now or lately in force, with respect 
to the Militia, intp execution; and shall have authority to 
reject such officers chosen by the people as they shall dis- 
approve ; to remove officers upon complaint; to fill up 
vacancies, and to make out appointments for such as shall 
have their approbation. 

That, in general, the Provincial Council be empowered 
to do and transact all such matters and things, as they may 
judge expedient to strengthen, secure and defend the Colo- 
ny; so as the same shall not extend to altering or suspend- 
ing any Act or Resolution of the Congress. 

That the said Council be empowered and authorized to 
draw on the Treasury for all sums of money necessary for 
the publick service, specifying for what particular service 
each sum of money shall be applied; for which they shall 
be accountable to. the Congress. 

That the Provincial Council shall - meet at Johnston 
Court-House on the third Tuesday in October next, and 
once every three months, or oftener, if necessary, at that 
or such other place as they may think proper ; and may 
adjourn from time to time as they may judge expedient. 

That the Members of the Provincial Council shall be 
allowed for their expenses in travelling to, from, and attend- 
ing at the Council on the publick service, ten Shillings per 
day, and also for their ferriages. 

That in case of a vacancy in the said Council, during 
the recess of the Congress, the Members of the Committee 
of Safety of the District wherein such vacancy shall happen, 
shall nominate some proper person to fill up such vacancy, 
to be chosen by ballot. 

That no person holding a military office, from which he 
receives or expects profit, or any person holding a lucrative 
office under any of the military commanders in particular 
or the Army in general, shall be capable to act as a Mem- 
ber of the Provincial Council, or of any of the Committees 
of Safety, or a Representative of the people in Congress, 
Officers and Commanders of the Militia only excepted. 

That a majority of the Members of each of the Com- 
mittees of Safety be a quorum. 

That the Provincial Council and the Committees of 
Safety in their respective District shall have full power and 
authority to compel all debtors, who are suspected of an 
intention to remove themselves out of this Colony, (such 
suspicion being first sworn to before such Council or Com- 
mittee,) to give security to their creditors, and in default 
threof to cause the persons or effects of such debtors, at the 
option of the creditors, to be seized and safely kept until 
such security be given, or the creditors otherwise satisfied; 
and that the County Committees have the same power to 
grant remedies in like cases in all demands of twenty 
Pounds and under; and the Committees of Safety shall also 
have power and authority to call all persons liable for pub- 
lick moneys, to account, and by distress of their estates and 
imprisonment of persons, to compel payment thereof, to the 
end that the Treasury may be supplied with money for the 
present exigencies of the Colony, without burdening the 
people. 

That the power of the different Committees of Safety 
and the Provincial Council shall continue during the recess 
of the Congress, and until it shall be otherwise determined 
therein ; and that all the proceedings o£ the said Commit- 
tees of Safety and Provincial Couaeil shall be laid before 
the Congress for their inspection. 

That on the third Tuesday in October in every year, 
the freeholders in each County throughout this Province, 
shall meet at the Court- House of such County, and in the 
presence of three Inspectors, to be appointed by the Coun- 
ty Committee or candidates, or any two of such Inspectors, 
shall proceed to choose any number of persons, not ex- 
ceeding five, to represent them in Congress for one year, 
in the same manner, and under the same regulations and 
restrictions as near as may be, as directed by an act of 
Assembly of this Province, entitled " An Act to Regulate 
Elections," 

And at the same time the freeholders in each Town 
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which hath, usually been represented by a Member in the 
General Assembly, or such other persons as are by law 
entitled to vote for Members of Assembly, shall also in like 
manner in presence of three Inspectors to be appointed by 
the Town Committee, elect a Member to represent them 
in Congress, under the same rules and regulations, as near 
as may be, as have been usually observed in electing Mem- 
bers to sit and vote in General Assembly. 

And the person or persons who shall appear to have the 
greatest number of votes shall by the Secretary of the 
Committee be returned duly elected to serve in Congress. 
Provided, That nothing in the above Resolve shall be 
deemed to alter the mode of voting observed in this and 
the last Congress, by Counties and Towns. And provided 
likewise, that no Returning Officer shall be admitted to sit 
and vote in Congress. 

And whereas great part of the Lands situate in that part 
of Lord Granville's Territories, comprehended in the 
Counties of Bute, Granville. Wake, Chatham, Orange, 
Guilford, Rowan, Surrey, and also Mecklenburgh Coun- 
ty, have been long settled by substantial inhabitants, who 
have not been able to acquire legal titles of freehold to their 
land, yet ought of right to have votes in all elections: 

Resolved, That all householders jn the said Counties, 
who have improved lands in possession, except such as 
hold land by lease for years, or at will, from or under any 
freeholder, shall vote in all elections for the said Counties, 
in like manner as freeholders in other Counties in this 
Province, any thing in the aforegoing Resolution to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

That the Secretary or Clerk' of each respective Com- 
mittee shall give notice of each annual election, at the most 
publick places within their respective County and Town, 
at least twenty days before the time of such election. 

That the Congress of this Colony shall be annually held, 
on the tenth day of November at such place as the pre- 
ceding Congress shall agree, unless for special reasons 
otherwise directed by the Provincial Council ; and the said 
Council shall ascertain the time pf holding the next Con- 
gress. 

That the Delegates so elected and qualified, when met 
in Congress, shall, before they enter upon any publick 
business, in the presence of at least three Members of the 
Provincial Council, repeat and subscribe the following 
Test, to wit : " We, the subscribers, professing our alle- 
giance to the King, and acknowledging the constitutional 
executive power of Government, do solemnly profess, tes- 
tify and declare, that we do absolutely believe that neither 
the Parliament of Great Britain, nor any member or con- 
stituent branch thereof, hath a right to impose Taxes upon 
these Colonies to regulate the internal police thereof; and 
that all attempts by fraud or force to establish and exercise 
such claims and powers, are violations of the peace and 
security of the people, and ought to be resisted to the 
utmost; and that the people of this Province, singly and 
collectively, are bound by the Acts and Resolutions of the 
Continental and Provincial Congresses, because in both 
they are freely represented by persons chosen by them- 
selves. And we do solemnly and sincerely promise and 
engage, under the sanction of virtue, honour and the sacred 
love of liberty and our country, to maintain and support all 
and every the Acts, Resolutions and Regulations of the 
said Continental and Provincial Congresses, to the utmost 
of our power and abilities. In testimony whereof we have 
hereunto set our hands this . . ., day of . . . 177 . ." 

That there be in each County a Committee, of not less 
than twenty-one persons, who shall be freeholders, a ma- 
jority of whom shall be a quorum. 

That there be in each of the Towns of Edenton, New- 
bem and Wilmington, a Committee to consist of fifteen 
persons; and in every other Town in this Colony having 
a right of representation, a Committee consisting of seven 
Members, qualified as before mentioned ; the majority of 
the said Town Committees respectively to be a quorum. 

That every person having a right to vote for Delegates 
to sit in Congress, shall have a right to vote for Commit- 
tee-men. 

That the Electors before they shall be suffered to vote, 
and the Elected bejbre they shall sit and act, shall swear, if 
required, to their qualification. 



That there be a new election of Committees yearly, on 
the day fixed for electing Delegates to sit in Congress, nod 
the same mode shall be pursued in electing Committee- 
men as Delegates. 

That the Committee of every Town in this Colony 
may act in conjunction, and be consolidated with the Com- 
mittee of the County in which it is situated. 

That every County and Town Committee shall meet on 
the first day of their respective Courts, at their sereral 
Court-Houses or such other place as they may think pro- 
per, and as much oftener as they may judge necessary. 

That the different Committees within their respective 
jurisdictions shall execute all such orders as may be re- 
ceived by them from the Committees of Safety and the 
Provincial Council, and shall superintend the observance of 
the General Association, and Resolves, Orders and direc- 
tions of the Continental and Provincial Congresses. 

That each Town and County Committee may make 
such further Rules and Regulations, within their respect- 
ive Districts as to them shall appear necessary, so that they 
do not presume to inflict corporal punishment on any of- 
fender whatsoever, imprisonment only excepted. 

That no person in this Province shall presume to com- 
mence any action whatsoever, in any Court of Law or 
before any Magistrate in this Province, from and after the 
tenth day of September instant, without application to and 
leave from the Committee of the County in which his 
debtor resides; nor .shall any suit then depending be pro- 
ceeded on without the approbation of such Committee: 
but execution shall not hereafter issue in any case whatso- 
ever, till the Provincial Congress shall make further order 
therein. r 

That all sales by virtue of mortgages and letters of at- 
torney are comprehended within the intent and meaning 
of the foregoing Resolves. 

That the respective Town and County Committees shall 
immediately after their nomination and qualification, elect 
by ballot out of their own Members, seven persons to act 
as a Committee of Secrecy, Intelligence and Observation, 
who shall correspond with the Provincial Council, the Com- 
mittees of Safety, and the other Committees in this and 
the neighbouring Colonies, and shall have power to take 
up and examine all suspected persons, and, if necessary, 
send them to the Provincial Council or the Committees of 
Safety for their respective Districts. 

Then, on motion, Resolved, The foregoing Report be 
concurred with. 

The Committee appointed to settle Mr. James Davis's 
Account, reported as follows, viz : 

Your Committee are of opinion that the charge of seven 
hundred and fifty Pounds salary for three years, if due, 13 
a charge against a particular fund, which the Treasurers 
appointed by act of Assembly are accountable for ; that 
the other charges are for services done for the pubfjek, 
which that salary was originally intended to compensate, 
and for which your Committee think is sufficient satisfac- 
tion, because the same individuals constitute the publick, 
whether represented in Assembly or Congress. 

In Congress concurred with. 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding one thousand 
Pounds be advanced by either of the Treasurers to Mr. 
Willie Jones, one of the Superintendents appointed for the 
Southern District by the General Congress, to be laid out 
in part or in the whole at his discretion, in presents to the 
Indians and for his own expenses, and that he be account- 
able as aforesaid to this Congress. 

Resolved, That the following persons be a Provincial 
Council, to wit: 

For the District of Wilmington : The Hon. Samuel 
Johnston, Esq., Cornelius Harnett, and Samuel Ashe, Esqs. 

For the District of Edenton: Thomas Jones, and 
Whitmill Hill, Esquires. 

For the District of Newbern ; Aimer Nash, and James 
Coor, Esquires. 

For the District of Hillsborough : Thomas Person, 
and John Kinchen, Esquires. 

For the District of Halifax : Willie Jones, and Thomas 
Eaton, Esquires. .7. . 

For the District of Salisbury : Samuel Spencer, and 
Waighstill Avery, Esquires. 
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Resolved, That the Committees of Safety for the several 
Districts in this Province be composed of the following 
persons, to wit : 

For the District of Wilmington : Frederick Jones, 
Sampson Mosely, Archibald Machine, Richard Quince, 
Thomas Davis, William Cray, Henry Rhodes, Thomas 
Rutledge, James Kenan, Alexander McAlister, George 
Mylne, John Smith, and Benjamin Stone. 

For the District of Edenton : Lulce Sumner, William 
Gray, John Johnston, Thomas Benbury, Gideon Lamb, 
Joseph Jones, Miles Harvey, Lawrence Baker, Kennith 
McKinzie, Stephens Lee, Charles Blount, Isaac Gregory, 
and Day Ridley. 

For the District of Hillsborough : William Taylor, 
Joseph Taylor, Samuel Smith, John Atkinson, John But- 
ler, William Johnston, John Hinton, Joel Lane, Michael 
Rogers, Ambrose Ramsey, Mial Scurlock, John Thomp- 
son, and John Park. 

For the District of Newbern: John Easton, Major 
Croom, Roger Ormond, Edward Salter, George Barrow, 
William Thomson, William Tisdale, Benjamin Williams, 
Richard Ellis, Richard Cogdell, William Brown, James 
Glasgow, and Alexander Gaston. 

For the District of Salisbury : John Crauford, James 
Auld, Hezekiah Alexander, Benjamin Patten, John Bre- 
vard, Griffith Rutherford, William Hill, John Hamlin, 
Charles Galloway, William Dent, Robert Ewert, and Max- 
well Chambers. 

For the District of Halifax : James Leslie, John Brad- 
ford, David Sumner, Allen Jones, William Eaton, Drury 
Gee, John Norwood, Rev. Henry Patillo, James Mills, 
William Billamy, William Haywood, Duncan Lamon, and 
John Webb. 

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, six 
o'clock. 

Sunday, September 10, 1775. 
The Congress met according to adjournment. 

Whereas the Independent Companies now subsisting in 
this Province may probably interfere with the Regulars' 
and Minute service : 

Resolved, That the same be and they are hereby dis- 
solved ; but any person or persons after the Regulars and 
Minute-Men are completed, may with leave of the Com- 
mittee of the County, wherein he or they reside, form an 
Independent Company or Companies, subject to the regu- 
lations of such Committee. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to such of the inha- 
bitants of this Province as may not be provided with Bayo- 
nets to their Guns, to procure the same as soon as possible, 
and be otherwise provided to turn out at a minute's warn- 
ing. 

Whereas the Magistrates nominated in the last Com- 
mission of the Peace issued by his Excellency for the 
County of Pitt, have refused to qualify, for motives laud- 
able in themselves ; but since it is absolutely necessary that 
Courts should be held in every County for the probat of 
Deeds, Wills, granting Administration, Guardianship, &c: 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended 
to the Magistrates in the said Commission mentioned, to 
qualify and hold Courts under the same. 

The Congress taking into consideration the encourage- 
ment of Manufactures within this Province, entered into 
the following Resolutions, viz : 

Resolved, That the sum of twenty-five Pounds be paid 
for every hundred weight of good merchantable Saltpetre 
that shall be made and manufactured in this Province, and 
delivered to the. Provincial Council within the space of six 
months from this time; and that the sum of twenty Pounds 
be paid for every hundred weight of good merchantable Salt- 
petre that shall be made and manufactured in this Province, 
and delivered to the said Council within six months next 
following; and so in proportion for any greater quantity. 

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred Pounds be paid 
for the first five hundred weight of good merchantable Gun- 
powder, equal in goodness to Gunpowder imported from 
Great Britain, of the price of eighty-five Shillings ster- 
ling per hundred weight, that shall be made and manufac- 
tured within this Province, and delivered to the Provincial 
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Council within the space of six months from this time ; and 
that the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds be paid for 
the second five hundred weight of good merchantable Gun- 
powder that shall be made and manufactured in this Pro- 
vince, and delivered to the said Council within twelve 
months next following; and so in proportion for any greater 
quantity. 

Resolved, That a Premium of two hundred and fifty 
Pounds be given to the first person who shall erect and 
build a Rolling and Slitting Mill, for the purpose of pre- 
paring Iron to make Nails, and which Mill shall be actually 
set to work and five tons of Iron slit out within this Pro- 
vince, and approved of by the Provincial Council, within 
two years from this time ; and that the sum of two hun- 
dred Pounds be given to the person who shall erect and 
build a second Rolling and Slitting Mill, for the purpose 
aforesaid, and which Mill shall be actually set to w-ork and 
five tons of Iron slit out within this Province and approved 
of by the Provincial Council, within two years from this 
time. 

Resolved, That a Premium of fifty Pounds be given to 
the person who shall first make in a workmanlike manner 
fifty pair of Cotton Cards, of W r ire made and drawn in this 
Province, equal in goodness to Cotton Cards imported 
from Great Britain of the price of two Shillings sterling 
per pair ; also the like Premium to the person who shall 
first make in a workmanlike manner one hundred pair of 
Woollen Cards, equal in goodness to Woollen Cards im- 
ported from Great Britain of the price of fifteen Pence 
sterling per pair, the same to be delivered to and approved 
of by the Provincial Council within twelve months from 
this time. 

Resolved, That a Premium of fifty Pounds be given to 
the first person who shall make, in a workmanlike manner, 
twenty-five dozen Pins, each dozen to contain twelve thou- 
sand, of Wire drawn in this Province, to be equal in good- 
ness to Pins imported from Great Britain of the price of 
seven Shillings and six Pence sterling per dozen, the same 
to be delivered to and approved of by the Provincial Coun- 
cil within twelve months from this time. 

Resolved, That a Premium of fifty Pounds be given to 
the first person who shall make, in a workmanlike manner, 
twenty-five thousand Needles, sorted, such as are had from 
Great Britain, from number one to number twelve, inclu- 
sive, to be equal in goodness to Needles imported from 
Great Britain of the price of two Shillings and six Pence 
sterling per thousand, the same to be delivered to, and 
approved of by the Provincial Council within twelve months 
from this time. 

Resolved, That a Premium of one hundred Pounds be 
given to the first person who shall erect and build a Fur- 
nace for manufacturing of good merchantable Steel, equal 
in goodness to Bristol Steel, and which Furnace shall be 
actually set to work and one ton of good merchantable 
Steel, as aforesaid, at least, be produced to the Provincial 
Council, and approved of by the said Provincial. Council, 
within eighteen months from this time; and'that the sum 
of twenty-five Pounds be given to the person who shall 
erect and build a second Funrace for manufacturing good 
arid merchantable Steel, equal in goodness to Bristol Steel, 
and which Furnace shall be actually set to work and one 
ton of good merchantable Steel as aforesaid, at least, be 
produced to the Provincial Council, and approved of by 
the said Council, within the time aforesaid. 

Resolved, That a Premium of two hundred and fifty 
Pounds be given to the first person who shall erect and 
build a Mill for manufacturing of Brown, Whited Brown 
and good Waiting Paper, and which Mill shall be actually 
set to work, and thirty reams of Brown, thirty reams of 
Whited Brown, and thirty reams of Writing Paper, at 
least, be produced to the Provincial Council, and approved 
of by the said Council, within eighteen months from this 
time ; the Brown Paper to be of equal goodness to Brown 
Paper imported from Great Britain of the price of two 
Shillings and six Pence sterling per ream ; the Waited 
Brown equal in goodness to Whited Brown Paper import- 
ed of the price of three Shillings sterling per ream ; and 
Writing Paper equal in goodness as aforesaid to eight Shil- 
lings sterling per ream. 

Resolved, That a Premium of fifty Pounds be given to 
the person who shall produce to the Provincial Council 
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the finest piece of Linen, to contain twenty-five yards at 
least, no less than one yard wide, and not of less value than 
imported Linen of the price of three Shillings sterling per 
yard, being the first cost in Great Britain ; the same to 
beproduced to the said Council and approved of within 
twelve months from this time. And that the sum of twen- 
ty-five Pounds be given to the person who shall produce 
to the said Council the next best piece of Linen, of the 
same length and width, and not of less value than imported 
Linen of the price of two Shillings and six Pence sterling 
per yard, being the first cost in Great Britain; the same 
to be produced to the said Council and approved of within 
the time aforesaid. And that the sum of twenty Pounds 
be given to the person who shall produce to the said Coun- 
cil the third best piece of Linen, of the same length and 
width, and not of less value than imported Linen of the 
price of two Shillings sterling per yard, being the first cost 
in Great Britain; the same to be produced to the said 
Council and approved of within the time aforesaid. 

Resolved, That a Premium of one hundred Pounds be 
given to the person who shall produce to the Provincial 
Council six pieces of Woollen Cloth, well dressed, each 
piece to contain twenty-five yards at least, not less than 
three-quarters of a yard wide, and not of less value than 
imported Cloth of the price of four Shillings and six Pence 
sterling per yard, being the first cost in Great Britain; the 
same to be produced to the said Council and approved of 
within twelve months from this time. 

Resolved, That a Premium of seven hundred and fifty 
Pounds be given to any person who shall erect and build 
proper Works for manufacturing of common Salt on the 
sea-shore, for the purpose of supplying this Province with 
that useful article, upon proper proof being made to the 
Provincial Council that such Works are actually erected 
and proper for the purpose, and at the same time produce 
to the said Council fifty tons of good merchantable Ground 
or Blown Salt within eighteen months from this time. 

Resolved, That a Premium of one hundred Pounds be 
given to the person who shall refine the greatest quantity 
of Sulphur in such manner that the same may be used in 
the making and manufacturing of Gunpowder, who shall 
produce the same to the Provincial Council within eighteen 
months from this time ; and that no person shall be entitled 
to the above Premium unless he produces before the said 
Council one thousand weight of the said Sulphur. 

Resolved, That a Premium of five hundred Pounds be 
given to any person who shall erect and build a Furnace 
for manufacturing good merchantable Pig Iron and Hollow 
Iron Ware, and other articles necessary for the use of the 
inhabitants of this Province, to be produced to the Pro- 
vincial Council within two years from this time ; and also 
full proof must be made to the said Provincial Council ' 



that such Furnace actually is erected and proper for the 
above-mentioned purpose. 

Resolved, That each and every person who shall entitle 
him or herself to any of the said Premiums, and who shall 
have obtained a Certificate of the same from under tire 
hands and seals of the Provincial Council, or a majority of 
them, and upon such Certificate or Certificates being pro- 
duced to any one of the Treasurers of this Province, the 
sum expressed in such Certificate or Certificates shall be 
immediately paid bysuch Treasurer. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee to state the Publick Funds: 

Resolved, The consideration of the said Report lie over 
to the next Congress. 

Resolved, That Mr. Richard Caswell, Mr. James Davis, 
and Mr. James Green, Jun., revise and correct the Journal 
of this Congress. 

Whereas many persons in this Province are doubtful 
whether they ought to pay their publick Taxes now due : 
In order, therefore, to remove their doubts, and to enable 
the Sheriffs of the Counties within this Province to collect 
the same, 

Resolved, That this Congress recommend to the people 
to pay up all Taxes due before the present time, but no 
further, until further orders, except County and Parish 
Taxes. 

Resolved, That Mr. Andrew Knox be allowed seventy- 
five Pounds as Secretary to this Congress ; that the Trea- 
surers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be allowed 
in their accounts with the Congress. 

That Mr. James Green, Junior, be allowed the sum of 
fifty Pounds, as an Assistant to this Congress, to be paid 
by the publick Treasurers, or either of them. 

That Mr. Thomas Craike be allowed the sum of fifty 
Pounds, as an Assistant to this Congress, to be paid by 
the publick Treasurers, or either of them. 

That Francis Lynaugh and Evan Swann, Doorkeepers 
to this Congress, be allowed the sum of thirty Pounds 
each, for their attendance on this Congress; and that Fran- 
cis Lynaugh be allowed a further sum of three Pounds, 
for extra services to the Congress. 

That Lewis Coffee be allowed the sum of three Pounds, 
for going Express on the service of this Congress; and 
that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay him the same, 
and be allowed in their accounts with the publick. 

-Ordered, That the foregoing Orders and Resolutions 
be signed and certified as the acts of the Cpngress. 

Samuel Johnston, President. 
By order : Andrew Knox, Secretary. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN SCOTLAND, 
DATED QUEBECK, AUGUST 20, 1775. 

We have been alarmed for this month past by a party 
of Provincial Rebels, under the command of Col. Schuyler, 
of Albany, said to amount to five thousand men, and that 
they were building batteaus to cross Lake Champlain, in 
order to invade this Province. There is no persuading the 
country people here of their danger. Emissaries from the 
Rebels have made them believe that they are only come 
into the country to protect them from heavy taxes, which 
the Parliament designs to lay upon them. This, and the 
remembrance of what they suffered last war, make thera 
very desirous of observing a strict neutrality; but, if the 
Rebels should come into the country, that cannot last long, 
as they will want every thing from the Canadians for their 
paper money, a currency that the people of this country 
suffered too much by during the French government to 
have any faith in now, and the Rebels will be obliged to 
have recourse to force to give it a circulation, or in other 
■words to take what they want, which will make the Cana- 
dians fly to arms in defence of their property; and in that 
case as the country is numerous and warlike, it is very 
probable you will soon hear that they have put Schuyler 
and all his people to the sword. 

General Carleton's present force does not consist of 
above seven hundred regular troops, diree hundred new 



raised men under Mr. McLean and others, and twelve 
or thirteen hundred Indian warriors, and many different 
nations, who go and come as they incline, but are very 
formidable in an American war. 

The English merchants and other English inhabitants 
here, except very few, are hearty and zealous in the cause 
of Government, and will do their utmost to defend the 
Town against the Rebels. They have freighted a ship, 
which they are loading with milch cows, sheep and poul- 
try, as a present for the wounded soldiers at Boston. They 
have raised the money for that purpose by subscription. , 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Saratoga, August 20, 1775. 

Sir : I did myself the honour to write you yesterday, 
but forgot to answer your request relative to the Green 
Mountain boys. Since my last to you on that subject I 
have heard nothing immediately from them. Reports 
prevail that the controversy between AUen and Warner is 
carried to such a length that few men will be raised, and 
of those that may enlist very few will have arms, 

I have just now received an express from General 
Montgomery, enclosing the examination of a Canadian, 
which confirms our former accounts of the friendly senti-* 
ments of the Canadians; that the vessels building at St. 
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John's were, ten days ago, not begun planking, and that a 
number of Canadians were ready to join us on our arrival 
at St. John's. Pray send up the cartridge paper and 
artillery stores with the utmost speed, as I should be sorry 
to remain a moment longer at Ticonderoga than what is 
absolutely necessary. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your obedient humble 
servant, Ph. Schuyler. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., fee, he, &tc. 



NEW-MARLBOROUGH COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
New-Marlborough, August 20, 1775. 

Honourable Gentlemen : Agreeable to your order 
the South District of the Precinct of New-Marlborough 
met on the 20th of this instant, and chose, by plurality of 
voices, the following officers for their Militia, viz: Mr. 
Lewis Dubois, Captain ; Mr. Caleb Merrit, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Dr. Abijah Perkins, Second Lieutenant ; Mr. 
Matthew Wygant, Ensign. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants, 

John Smith, 
For the Committee of New-Marlborough. 



extract of a letter from general gage to the earl 
of dartmouth, dated boston, august 20, 1775. 

Mr. Washington, who commands the Rebel Army, has 
written to me on the subject of the treatment of the Rebel 
prisoners in our custody, a copy of whose letter* I trans- 
mit to your Lordship, together with a copy of my answer.f 
Major Skene, made prisoner oxThiladelphia, is sent into 
Connecticut, where he is to be confined with some others ; 
and 1 understand they make war like savages, making cap- 
tives of women and children. 

The Rebels are very numerous, and continue to throw 
up works in some points nearer to the Town than before. 
Their advanced parties have been drove back, both at 
Boston and Charleston*™, and their posts destroyed. They 
landed a large body a second time at the Light-House, 
where they made prisoners of a few marines posted there 
by the Admiral, and ten or twelve carpenters who were 
repairing the house. 

A fleet of transports that had been out in search of live 
stock is just returned, with about eighteen hundred sheep, 
and above an hundred head of oxen, which will be some 
relief to the troops in general, and of great benefit to the 
hospitals. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 20, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Since my last of the 15th instant, I have 
been favoured with yours of the 6th. I am much con- 
cerned to find the supplies ordered have been so much 
delayed. By this time I hope Colonel McDougall, whose 
zeal is unquestionable, has joined you with every thing 
necessary for prosecuting your plan. Several of the Dele- 
gates from Philadelphia, who have visited our camp, assure 
me that powder is forwarded to you, and the daily arrivals 
of that article give us reason to hope we shall soon have a 
very ample supply. Animated with the goodness of our 
cause, and the best wishes of your countrymen, I am sure 
you will not let any difficulties not insuperable damp your 
ardour. Perseverance and spirit have done wonders in all 
ages. . _ . 

In my last, a copy of which is enclosed, I sent you an 
account of the arrival of several St. Francois Indians in our 
camp, and their friendly dispositions. You have also a 
copy of the resolution of Congress, by which you will 
find it is their intention only to seek a neutrality of the 
Indian nations, unless the ministerial agents should engage 
them in hostilities, or enter into an offensive alliance with 
them. I have been, therefore, embarrassed in giving them 
an answer when they have tendered their services and as- 
sistance. As your situation enables you best to know the 
motions of the Governour and the Agents, I proposed to 
them to go home by way of Ticonderoga, referring them 
to you for an answer, which you would give according to 
the intelligence you have had, and the judgment you have 

•Dated Cambridge, August 11, 1775. 
t Dated Boston, August 13, 1775. 



formed of the transactions among the Indians; but as they 
do not seem in any hurry to leave our camp, your answer 
by the return of this express may possibly reach me before 
they return, and alter their route. Four of their company 
still remain in out camp, and propose to stay some time 
with us. 

The design of this express is to communicate to you a 
plan of an expedition which has engaged my thoughts for 
several days. It is to penetrate into Canada by way of 
Kennebeck River, and so to Quebeck by a route ninety 
miles below Montreal. I can very well spare a detach- 
ment for this purpose, of one thousand or twelve hundred 
men ; and the land carriage by the route proposed is too in- 
considerable to make an objection. If you are resolved to 
proceed, which I gather from your last letter is your inten- 
tion, it would make a diversion which would distract Carle- 
ton, and facilitate your views. He must either break up and 
follow this party to Quebeck, by which he will leave you 
free passage, or he must suffer that important place to fall 
into our hands, an event which would have a decisive 
effect and influence on the publick interests. There may 
be some danger that such a sudden incursion might alarm 
the Canadians, and detach them from that neutrality which 
they have hitherto observed, but I should hope that with 
suitable precautions, and a strict discipline preserved, any 
apprehensions and jealousies might be removed. The 
few whom I have consulted upon it approve it much, but 
the final determination is deferred until I hear from you. 
You will therefore, by the return of this messenger, inform 
me of your ultimate resolution. If you mean to proceed, 
acquaint me as particularly as you can with the time and 
force; what late accounts you have had from Canada, and 
your opinion as to the sentiments of the inhabitants as 
well as those of the Indians, upon a penetration into their 
country; what number of troops are at Quebeck, and 
whether any men-of-war, with all other circumstances 
which may be material in the consideration of a step of 
such importance. Not a moment's time is to be lost in the 
preparation for this enterprise, if the advices received from 
you favour it. With the utmost expedition the season 
will be considerably advanced, so that you will dismiss the 
express as soon as possible. 

While the three New- Hampshire Companies remain in 
their present station, they will not be considered as com- 
posing a part of the Continental Army, but as a militia 
under the direction and pay of the Colony whose inhabit- 
ants they are, or for whose defence they are stationed; so 
that it will not be proper for me to give any orders re- 
specting them. 

We still continue in the same situation as to the enemy 
as when I wrote you last, but we have had six and a half 
tons of powder from the southward, which is a very sea- 
sonable supply. We are not able, to learn any thing 
farther of the intentions of the enemy, and they are too 
strpngly posted for us to attempt any thing upon them at 
present. 

My best wishes attend you, and believe me, with much 
truth and regard, my dear Sir, your very obedient humble 
servant, George Washington. 

General Schuyler, per express. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WILLIAM HENRY DRAVTON TO 
THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY FOR SOUTH-CAROLINA, DATED 
lawson's FORK, AUGUST 21, 1775. 

Unless our friends in the country find that the non-sub- 
scribers are debarred all communication with Charlestown, 
and all trade with the country stores, they will be much 
chagrined, and bad consequences may ensue ; in particu- 
lar, I most earnestly recommend that no more goods be 
allowed to be sent up to McLaurin's store. His partner 
in town is one Mc Curry or Curry, some such name. This 
man bas signed the Association, and under this sanction 
he means to supply McLaurin's, by which means the 
Dutch will be encouraged to persevere in their obstinacy. 
And I beg leave to caution you even against McLaurin's 
signing the Association, if he should think proper to do so 
to procure goodsj for the Dutch agree if there should be 
a necessity, that he should be allowed to subscribe, and 
then they would be supplied as usual, without their acced- 
ing to the Association. 
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The commissions for the volunteer companies are not 
come to hand ; but I suppose they are with Colonel Thomp- 
son, who in all probability will continue in his new camp 
until my arrival there. I reached Colonel Fletchall's 
last Thursday morning, before breakfast, and Mr. Ten- 
nent and myself after breakfast engaged him in a private 
conversation during near three hours. We endeavour- 
ed to explain every thing to him. We pressed them upon 
him, and endeavoured to show him that we had a confi- 
dence in him — we humoured him — we laughed with him ; 
then we recurred to argument, remonstrances, and entreat- 
ies, to join his Country, and all America. All that we could 
get from him was this: "He would never take up arms 
against his King or his countrymen, and that the pro- 
ceedings of the Congress at Philadelphia were impolitick, 
disrespectful, and irritating to the King." We charged 
him with having written to the Governour, and with having 
received an answer: he confessed both. W r e named the 
day (the Sunday preceding) he received the answer: he 
allowed jt. We named the method by which he received 
it, (concealed in a cane,) he appeared confounded, but, 
after a pause, he attempted to laugh off this last particular. 
Robinson brought up this letter, and Fletchall would not 
show it to us. Robinson declares he has brought up a 
commission to raise men for the King; and he even had 
the imprudence to say before me, that he should raise men 
for the defence of his person, since many people had 
threatened him. I answered, surely the civil power would 
not allow him to go about with armed men, to the terrour 
of the King's subjects ; he replied, why did not the civil 
power present the Congress from having armed men, and 
surely he would have armed men so long as they had any. 
This man's looks are utterly against him. Much venom 
appears in Cunningham's countenace and conversation. 
Neither of these men say much ; but Brown* is the 
spokesman, and his bitterness and violence are intolerable. 
He has in various ways insulted us during our twenty-four 
hours stay at Fletchall's, as if he wanted to provoke me to 
violence. At length he went so far as to tell me he 
believed we did not mean well to the King, and that our 
professions were nothing but a cloak. At this provoca- 
tion, after many others, 1 almost lost my caution ; but 
thank God, I did not even appear to do so : in a very firm 
tone I severely checked him. The Colonel bid him go to 
bed. Before this happened we had engaged the Colonel 
in the private conversation, to call out his Regiment as on 
the, 23d instant ; upon our return to the house, where this 
Brown, Cunningham and Robinson were, he mentioned 
what he had promised. All three of them were open- 
mouthed against the measure, and Mr. Tcnnent and myself 
had much to do to keep the Colonel to his promise. This 
meeting of the Regiment will be at the time and place of 
election, at Ford's; and I am not without some apprehen- 
sions that some violence will then be used against us. 1 
enclose a letter from Mr. Tennent to me, the day we 
parted at the Colonel's. And besides this, it is my firm 
belief that Brown, Cunningham and Robinson will do 
every thing in their power to bring things to extremities, 
for they are clearly of opinion they can beat the whole 
Colony. These men manage Fletchall as they please 
when they have him to themselves ; indeed, he is so 
fixed, and has made so many declarations, that I firmly 
think his pride and false sense of honour will never allow 
him to appear to think as we do, even if these men were 
not about him. Mr. Kershaw told me he knew the man, 
and that no confidence was to be placed in him. 

Things wearing so unfavourable an appearance Colonel 
Richardson, Mr. Kershaw, Mr. Tennent, and myself, 
unanimously thought it absolutely expedient to direct 
Captain Purvis to raise an additional troop of Rangers 
immediately, to lie on the back of these people, and Mr. 
Tennent and myself havegiven directions accordingly, not 
doubting but that the necessity of the case will induce you 
to approve the measure. . Captain Purvis came to us, 
appeared much concerned for his past conduct, attributing 
it to a mistake touching the station of the Rangers, which 
he had thought had been by the Congress fixed to the 
back country and frontiers. He has been since active in 
our favour, and is a person of influence in his part of the 
" country, on the back of Fletchall. His brother is a man of 

* Tho same who was tarred and feathered at Augusta. 



great influence in Mecklenburgh, and ready to march to 
our assistance when called upon ; and already Fletchall 
looked upon Captain Purvis as an acquisition to his party. 
Hence, to bind Captain Purvis's brother, and all the friends 
of both to us, to quash Fletchall's expectation from the 
Captain, and to have a troop of Rangers on the back of 
Fletchall's people to watch their motion, we all thought it 
absolutely necessary to direct the raising of this additional 
troop, as we apprehended you would consider Captain 
Purvis's letter and conduct as a resignation of his com- 
mission, and that you had already disposed of it. 

In consequence of the affidavit taken by Captain 
Purvis,* I have despatched an express to the commanding 
officer at Fort Charlotte, and directions to Major Wil- 
liamson to throw into the fort a re-enforcement of thirty 
militia, to be continued there by proper relieves during 
one month, in which time I doubt not the whole Colony 
will be in a state of perfect security against internal com- 
motion. The garrison there will now consist of seventy 
odd men. I have also given Major Williamson directions 
to hold the militia in readiness to march in case of any 
commotion. 

I had this day a meeting with the people in this frontier. 
Many present were of the other party, but I have the 
pleasure to acquaint you that these became voluntary 
converts; every person received satisfaction, and depart- 
ed with pleasure. I finished the day with a barbecued 
beef. I have so ordered matters here that this whole 
frontier will be formed into volunteer companies ; but as 
they are at present under Fletchall's command, they insist 
upon being formed into a Regiment independent of him; 
and I flatter myself you will think this method of weaken- 
ing Fletchall to be consistent with sound policy. These 
people are active and spirited ; they are staunch in our 
favour ; are capable of forming a good barrier against the 
Indians, and of being a severe check upon Fletchall's 
people, on whom they border, if they should think of quit- 
ting their habitations under the banners of Fletchall, or his 
companions; for these reasons, and to enable them to act 
with vigour, I shall take the liberty to supply them with a 
small quantity of ammunition, (for now they have not one 
ounce,) when they shall be formed into regular Compa- 
nies. Several Companies will be formed by this day week. 

I enclose to you an affidavit, by which you will see 
there is no dependence on Cameron. I have sent up a, 
short talk to the Cherokees, inviting them to come down 
to me within twelve days to Amelia. Mr. Pearis has 
undertaken to conduct six of their head men to me,' and I 
should be glad within the time mentioned to receive from 
you seventy or eighty pounds worth of shirts, watch-coats, 
blankets, linen, stroucls and paints, and your instructions, 
if you choose I should say any thing in particular to them. 
On Wednesday I shall, with Mr. Tennent, Mr. Hart and 
Mr. Reise, attend the election and review of Fletchall's 
Regiment at Ford's, at the mouth of Cedar Creek, upon 
Enoree. You will see' 'the place in the small map. What 
the event will be I am at a loss to say; I do not expect any 
success — I apprehend some insults. I may be mistaken 
in both opinions. Within twelve days lpurpose to be at 
Colonel Thompson's camp, where I think it will be 
advisable that I should remain till I shall see every spark 
of insurrection extinguished ; but in regard to this I shall 

* Appeared personally before me, Zachariah Bell, and swore that, 
walking near the house of Colonel Fletchall, he heard ono of six or 
seven men, in a group, say, that a person (whose name he did not Lear; 
was to go, within ten days, to seize upon powder ; the deponent could 
not hoar the name of the place. At which another answered that ho 
(the first speaker) had better not go, for if he did, with double the 
number of men, they might expect to be killed, and not succeed. 
Sworn before me, this 18th day of August, 1775, on the road near Fair. 
Forrest. E. Purvis, Jun., 

This affidavit was enclosed to Mr. Drayton, in a letter from Mr. 
Tennent, of the following purport: 

Dear Sir : Coming to the knowledge of the above, and no longer 
doubting of the infernal design to take Fort Charlotte, by the Gov. 
ernour's order, and to open a dismal campaign in this quarter, by this 
means I send this express, that you may advertiso the fort, and 
throw as many men into it as possible and disappoint them. I have 
pat things together, and am no longer at a loss as to the design to 
embody men, as an asylum for all the Tories, and that shortly. And 
am yours, Wis. Tennent. 

V. S. From a question asked me by the Colonel, I suspoct rome 
harsh design : be upon your guard. 

To the Hon. Wm. Henry Drayton, at Mr. Muclselvcaines. 
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regulate myself by your orders on the subject, which I 
hope to receive by the time I arrive at the camp. If 
Kirkland shall be seized, without doubt a commotion will 
follow; and if he. goes off with impunity and without ques- 
tion, it will be fatal to the discipline of the army, especially 
the Rangers. But this is not all, vigorous measures are 
absolutely necessary. If a dozen persons are allowed to 
be at large, our progress has been in vain, and we shall 
be involved in a civil war in spite of our teeth. In giving 
you this information I tell a melancholy truth, but I do 
my duty. If certain persons should be secured, some 
commotion in all probability will follow ; but I am so well 
acquainted with the situation of the disaffected parts of the 
country, and with such parts as may be brought against 
them, that I am under no apprehensions for the conse- 
quences, provided prompt and vigorous measures attend 
every appearance of insurrection. 

I would beg leave to observe that as this business, is 
of the highest importance, so your orders on the subject 
should be clear and general, to vest proper authority to 
take such measure as may tend to suppress this threaten- 
ing insurrection, that will assuredly break out by delay, 
and come upon us unexpectedly. 

Perhaps my being arrived at the camp, in my return 
home, may be construed an expiration of the powers vested 
in Mr. Tenncnt and myself; and his return to Charles- 
town may work an annihilation of powers, to be exercised 
by us together; for, as our continuance in the country 
will be of but little benefit in the Dutch settlements and 
the disaffected quarters, while under the influence of 
Fletchall's people, so I make no doubt but that Mr. 
Tennent will choose to return to Town, sensible that his 
presence in the country will not be of any advantage in 
the way of expounding our political texts to the people. 

I have the honour to lay things fully before you, that 
you may regulate yourselves thereupon, and send orders 
to me at Amelia, by which I shall either remain with the 
camp or return to Charhstown. But I pray you to be 
expeditious, for a delay on your parts will allow the 
enemy to recover many of our converts, and I know they 
are active, malicious, and bent upon mischief. 

Mr. Tennent and Colonel Richardson were successful 
in their journey beyond Broad River. Mr. Tennent is 
now in NeeFs quarters,* where they are very hearty in 
our cause; Mr. Kershaw and Colonel Richardson took 
their leave of us when we quitted Fletchall, being sensi- 
ble they could not in those parts be of any assistance to 
us. They have been very diligent. 

South-Carolina, Ninety-Six District : 

This day personally appeared before me Jonathan Clark, 
resident upon the banks of Saluda River, in the Cherokee 
country, who being duly sworn sayeth, that on or about 
the thirteenth instant, being in the Cherokee country 
aforesaid, he saw and conversed with John Garwick, an 
intimate friend and countryman of Alexander Cameron, 
Deputy Superintendent among the Cherokee Indians, 
touching; the danger of the Cherokees commencing hostili- 
ties ; that if there was any danger, he, the said Jonathan, 
might remove in time to a place of security ; and that he 
spoke on this subject to the said John, because of his close 
connection with the said Alexander, and thereby of his, the 
said John's, ability to give information touching that subject; 
that on this subject the said John answeTed that he, 
Jonathan, need not be under any apprehensions of danger, 
until such time as there should be some disturbances below 
in the country, between the King's Army and the Colo- 
nist's, and that then it would be high time for him, the 
said Jonathan, to take care of himself, and remove from 
the frontiers. Also, the said John continued his discourse, 
and said that about three weeks then last past, the said 
Alexander had held a meeting with the Cherokee Indians, 
at which about four hundred of them were assembled, 
when he, the said John, heard the said Alexander tell the 
said Indians, that the people of America had used the 
King very ill, and had killed a considerable number of his 
Army, and that the King was to send out more soldiers to 
suppress them ; that the Indians ought not to turn against 
their father, (meaning the King) but that they should join 

* Thomas Neel, Colonel of the Kugimont pf Militia, in the New 
Acquisition., 4 ' 



his Army against the people of America; that to this the 
Indians replied, they could not fight, for they had not any 
gunpowder; and the said Alexander returned, that should 
be no obstacle, for he would take care to supply them. 
The said John also further said, that the said Alexander 
did all he could to influence the said Indians to join the 
King's forces against the people of Carolina; and who 
could blame him for doing so, since he, the said Alexander, 
was in the King's service. Also, that in conclusion, about 
forty of the said Indians turning their backs to the said 
Alexander, discharged their guns; and then the whole 
assembly sat up the war-whoop, which he, the said John, 
said was as a signal that they, the said Indians, approved 
the discourse of the said Alexander, and agreed to what 
he had said. And further this deponent saith not. 

Jonathan Clark. 

Sworn and signed before me, this 21st day of August, 

1775 ' 

Wm. Henry Drayton, Quorum TJnus. 

South-Carolina, Ninety-Six District: 

This day personally appeared before me James Wood, 
John Wood, Moses Wood, and John Prince, of the Dis- 
trict aforesaid, who being severally sworn according to law, 
say that they know the above-mentioned Jonathan Clark, 
believe him to be an honest man and worthy of credit, and 
that they do not know any thing to the prejudice of his 
reputation. And further the ?aid deponents say not. 
James Wood, Moses Wood, 
John Wood, John Prince. 

Sworn and signed before me this 21st day of August, 

1775 ■ 

Wm. Henry Drayton, Quorum TJnus. 



essex county (Virginia) committee. 
At a meeting of the Committee for the County of 
Essex, at John Whitlock's, in Tappahannock, on Monday, 
the 21st day of August, 1775 : 

George Stewart having been accused "with saying, at 
different times and places, that he had bread and flour on 
board his vessel designed for the man-of-war; and that 
Peyton Randolph and Thomas Nelson, Junior, Esquires, 
would supply the man-of-war now, for that a peace was 
made ; and that a young man whom he saw in a hunting 
shirt had better go home, for that the English would be 
an overmatch for the Americans, or words to that effect l 
and the said George Stewart having appeared, and the 
witnesses against him having been examined, who provecf 
the charges, he endeavoured to excuse himself by saying 
he was in liquor at the several times of the aforementioned 
conversations. And the matter aforesaid having been con- 
sidered by the Committee, they are of the opinion that 
the cargo of the Schooner Enterprise, of which the said 
George Stewart is master, consisting of twenty-six barrels 
of bread, be landed and stored with Mr. James Lang, at 
the expense of the owners, under the direction of John 
TJpshaw, Chairman, an'd any three of the Committee, un- 
til the owners of the said bread shall satisfy the Chairman, 
or any three of the Committee, that it is not intended for 
any purpose injurious to the cause of American liberty. 

Ordered, That the above be published in the Virginia 
Gazette. Jack Power, Clerk. 

st. george's hundred (new-castle county, Delaware) 
committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of St. George's Hun- 
dred, in New-Castle County, at the Trap, the 21st August, 
1775, Mr. Peter Hyett being in the chair, when Mr. Hugh 
Cahoon attended, and signed the following Recantation, 
which was voted satisfactory, viz : 

Whereas I have some time since frequently made use of 
rash and imprudent expressions with respect to the conduct 
of my worthy countrymen now struggling in the most noble 
cause of liberty : I do therefore take this opportunity pub- 
lickly to declare, that my expressions have proceeded from 
a very contracted knowledge of the British Constitution 
and the just rights of human nature, and am now sensible of 
my acting entirely wrong, for which I am extremely sorry, 
and humbly ask forgiveness of the publick, upon assurance 
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of my solemn promise to conduct myself for the future in 
such manner as shall be approved of by my countrymen, 
in promoting to the utmost of my power, and heartily 
approving the different resolves and modes prescribed by 
our honourable Continental Congress, for the preservation 
of American freedom, which 1 now plainly see is attempt- 
ed to be rooted out of this Country by a corrupted Minis- 
try. I hope this publick acknowledgment of my errour, 
and a full conviction of the justice and legality of the cause, 
will wipe off the just resentments that my former bad con- 
duct have raised against me, and induce the publick to 
believe me determined, as 1 am for the future, to stand 
forth for freedom and the good of this Country. 

Hugh Cahoon. 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, August 21, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We are much obliged by your communi- 
cation of the intelligence from General Washington, and 
shall forward it to the Committees down the river. As 
possibly the enemy may think of calling upon us, it ren- 
ders it more necessary for us to keep the little powder we 
have, but when any fresh supply shall arrive here, we shall 
readily spare you a part of it. We are, Gentlemen, your 
most obedient humble servants, 

By order : B. Franklin, President. 

To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., and the Members of the 

Provincial Congress, New- York. 



ON STANDING ARMIES. 

Philadelphia, August 21, 1775. 

New systems of Government advance gradually towards 
perfection. Men may be free and happy without knowing 
in what freedom and happiness consist. It is a misfortune to 
think too highly of a nation as well as of individuals, in as 
much as we are often led thereby to copy their imperfec- 
tions along with excellencies. This has been too much 
the case in our attachment to Great Britain. In our ven- 
eration, for her constitution and laws, we have lost sight of 
tliipse evils which now press down her liberties, and spread 
desolation and slavery through every part of jhe Empire. 
We thrived upon her wholesome milk during our infancy. 
She then enjoyed a sound constitution. I will not say 
that it is high time we should be taken from her breasts, 
but I will say that she has played the harlot in her old age, 
and that if we continue to press them too closely we shall 
extract nothing from them but disease and death. 

I shall only mention one political evil to which there is 
too great a propensity in the American Colonies, and that 
is, a willingness to trust the defence of our country to mer- 
cenary troops. I would not be understood here to insi- 
nuate the least reflection upon our brave countrymen who 
are now encamped around Boston : a mercenary army 
was absolutely necessary in that place, as the militia of that 
country were unequal to the toil and expense of besieging 
and watching the motions of our enemies. Mercenaries 
are, moreover, necessary when the machinations of an 
enemy render offensive war justifiable. The expedition to 
Ticonderoga, which was dictated by the first law of nature, 
could be conducted only by mercenary troops. 

What I aim only to condemn is the practice of several 
of our Provincial Conventions in taking a number of 
Minute-Men into pay. These men must always be com- 

fiosed of people of the smallest property, and perhaps of the 
east virtue among us. They must associate together in bar- 
racks or camps, and in proportion as this become the case, 
they will lose the gentleness and sobriety of citizens. The 
military spirit by being transferred from the bulk of a 
country to a few mercenaries, is gradually monopolized by 
them, so that in a few years, from being our servants, we 
furnish them with the means of becoming our masters. 
Moreover, it is impossible for the proportion of men which 
each Colony can raise to be equal to all the exigencies of 
surprises and descents upon. our coasts. A city may be 
burnt, or an island may be plundered while an army of 
minute-men are pursuing a handful of our enemies, sent 
into another part of the country on purpose to decoy them. 
I say nothing of the expense of supporting these minute- 
njeji, for if they were necessary, millions should be like 



the dust of the balance, when weighed against the appoint- 
ment of them. 

A standing army in a part of a country which is not the 
immediate seat of war, is attended with all the inconve- 
niences and dangers of a standing army in the most pro- 
found peace. History is dyed in blood when it speaks of 
the ravages which standing armies have committed upon 
the liberties of mankind : officers and soldiers of the best 
principles and characters have been converted into instru- 
ments of tyranny, by the arts of wicked Ministers and 
Kings. Cromwell overturned the commonwealth of Eng- 
land with the remains of his army of saints. Nor is the 
small size of a standing army any security against the dan- 
gers to be apprehended from them. King James the 
Second, at the head of only two thousand mercenaries, de- 
feated the popular Duke of Monmouth at the head of eight 
thousand men, and was led from his success in this battle 
to trample under his feet the most sacred rights of his 
country. It is true the same mercenaries afterwards threw 
down their arms, and refused to oppose the landing of 
King William, but it was only because their royal master 
offended them, by lavishing military promotions upon his 
Roman Catholick subjects. In a word, had I the wings 
and tongue of an angel, I would fly from one end of the 
Continent to the other at the present juncture, and proclaim 
constantly in the ears of my countrymen, Beware of stand- 
ing armies. 

The Congress have recommended a perfect plan for a 
military law to the Colonies. They have ordered every man 
between sixteen and fifty to be completely armed and dis- 
ciplined, and a fourth part of these, in rotation, to be ready 
to rparch into any part of their own, or a neighbouring 
Colony only, at a minute's warning. This proportion of 
men is to be provided with tents and provisions. The rest 
of the inhabitants of each Colony are to be fully provided 
with arms, powder and ball, as mentioned in the order of 
the Congress. 

It is needless to declaim long upon the advantages of a 
well regulated militia. A knowledge of the use of arms is 
the only condition of freedom. This knowledge often pre- 
cludes the use of arms ; for wars we find are generally made 
upon defenceless countries. It is impossible to subdue a 
country of any extent where every citizen is a soldier, and 
every soldier a citizen. The Republick of Switzerland 
has preserved its peace, as well as its freedom, longer than 
any country in Europe. The reason is plain : in Swit- 
zcrland the soldier and the citizen are united in the same 
person. 

The Athenian and Spartan militia were constantly vic- 
torious over the innumerable mercenaries of Persia. The 
Romans conquered the world in the Republican times with 
armies of unpaid militia : the wealth and power of Car- 
thage, which were supported by a mercenary army, fell 
before them. Some people I know have ascribed the victo- 
ries of the ancient Republicks less to the discipline of their 
militia, than to those God-like virtues which were inspired 
by the form of their Governments. They tell us that in 
countries where every man has property, and an equal 
right to a sharein the legislation, to offer a soldier pay for 
his services is to offer a man a draught upon himself. I 
acknowledge I am not prepared to answer these encomiums 
upon popular Governments. 1 shall therefore beg leave to 
resume my subject. 

A militia man is under many obligations to acquit 
himself well in the day of trial, which never can operate 
upon a mercenary soldier. He fights in the society of the 
companions of his youth, whom perhaps, he has often 
roused to a zeal for their country. He fights within si^ht 
of the roof under which he drew his first breath, of the 
cradle in which he was rocked, and of the soil from which 
he has derived all his nourishment and property; perhaps 
his head at the same time is moistened with the tears of a 
venerable father or mother, shed in prayers for the success 
of his arms. Stop ! thou mercenary caitiff; lay down 
thy arms; let go thy plunder; and oblige not our hero to 
stain his patrimony with thy guilty blood ! It is impiety to 
believe that a freeman thus animated can ever be con- 
quered. 

It has been said that the Military Association is not gen- 
eral, and that some men (not conscientiously scrupulous 
against bearing arms) have not subscribed it. I leave it to 
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the wisdom of the Congress to decree some punishment 
for such delinquents. I cannot however help thinking it 
a little extraordinary, that the importer of a few English 
goods should be advertised as an enemy to his country, 
and all intercourse be forbidden with him, and that an 
American should be suffered to fold his arms in his breast, 
while every part of his country is open to the attack of an 
enemy. Such a man is an importer of slavery, and in 
spite of all his boasted zeal or artful subterfuges, I maintain 
that he is, in the worst sense of the words, an enemy to 
his Country. Cahactacus. 



ZEBCLON BUTLER TO ELLIS HUGHES. 

Westmoreland, August 21, 1775. 

Friend Hughes : Received yours of the 25th June, 
1775. Observed the contents; can't say but 1 am sur- 
prised at it. Can't say but some of your people have met 
with some rough treatment by some of our people ; but 
I'm not to answer for that. You mention you have heard 
that a number of our people are coming to settle in or near 
your neighbourhood, and that you have got the minds of 
the people, and think it not proper, for union ought to 
be kept among us. Do you think we are blind, or what 
do you think of us? I own that at this day we, and all 
the Continent, ought to be united ; but do you expect 
that we will lie still in this difficult day and let you take 
the advantage of the times, and press on settlers to fill 
up the land, and we lie still because of the times? You 
may depend on it, we have a mind to settle some of our 
■land where it lies vacant, and you may depend on it, that 
we have no design to disturb _or_ dispossess any person 
settled either under Pennsylvania or under Connecticut. 
You mention the thing of shedding blood. I am as much 
concerned about uniting as you, notwithstanding you talk 
of your shedding our blood. 

Your friend, Zebulon Butler. 

Ellis Hughes, Esq. 



FRANCIS STEPHENS TO GEORGE WRAT. 

Office of Ordnance, New- York, August 21, 1775. 

Sir: I have received your letters of the 9th and 17th 
July, the former accompanying your first and second Bills 
of Exchange in my favour on the honourable Board of 
Ordnance, for one hundred Pounds sterling, which I shall 
endeavour to negotiate ; but with what success is by no 
means at present in my power to determine, as you must, 
no doubt, be sensible of the Congress having long ago for- 
bid all persons purchasing such from those who are any 
wise connected with the Army. However, you may de- 
pend I shall do my utmost to surmount this difficulty, and 
when disposed of, apply the amount thereof to the purpose 
intended. 

Mrs. Gay has received her two Shillings sterling per 
diem from Mr. McEvers, as has Mrs. Gillihen her five 
Pounds currency per month, and Mr. Elphinston has like- 
wise received from that gentleman his subsistence for 
the months of July and August, with Walker, the cooper, 
and Sergeant Brown, with one Parbudge, late a matross, 
have also been paid their pensions. In respect to the mode 
of settling your account with the late Mr. Forman, it is by 
no means in my power to advise you, as nothing has yet 
been done in his affairs otherwise than securing his papers, 
which are extremely numerous, and will require a person 
of ability, and take up some considerable time, properly to 
adjust them, Sic. As to Samuel Roberts, the armourer, 
he has been employed for some years past as an extra arti- 
ficer at this place, and has hitherto received four Shillings 
currency per diem; but on his leaving New- York I agreed 
jn that case to pay him three Shillings sterling per diem, 
equal to what he will be allowed should he be appointed 
in the room of the late Charles Hadley, deceased, and 
which Mr. Richard Forman, in a letter to him about three 
months since, intimated was really the case; but as I have 
not as yet received any letter from the Board on the subject, 
of course cannot at present look upon him as such, or other- 
wise than an extra armourer. He has been paid by me to 
the 30th June last, and his three Shillings sterling per diem 
should commence the first July, reserving eighteen Shil- 



lings currency per week, which he desired might be paid 
to his wife, and which she accordingly receives from me, 
during his absence ; but I should think, as he is at present 
situated in Boston, and immediately under your direction, 
you had better get him included in your extra list, deduct- 
ing from his pay the above eighteen" Shillings, on account 
of his family, which sum I can, in like manner with the 
rest, debit your account. I notice ivliat you observed in 
respect to my purchasing a supply of fine paper, and wish 
with all my heart it was in my power to comply with your 
request; but were I in possession of that or any other article 
which you may be ever so much necessitated for, it would 
not be possible for me at present to get them any wise con- 
veyed from hence to Boston, as a guard is constantly kept 
in order to prevent any thing of the kind being effected. 
On a slight view of your account, as it at present stands 
in late Mr. Forman's books, there appears a balance against 
you of £1048 As. 3%d. sterling; but I don't find any credit 
given you for such vouchers as you may have transmitted 
him during the time you have been at Boston, and which 
no doubt must be the case on a further elucidation. Mr. 
Charles McEvers, Captain Adye, and myself proposed, 
soon after Mr. Forman's decea.se, to administer to his 
effects ; but for reasons since agitated, it was thought most 
advisable to protract it, observing to prevent any other 
person taking out letters to that purpose. I shall certainly 
write to Colonel Cleveland by this conveyance ; but be that 
as it may, desire that you will acquaint him that nothing 
shall be wanting, that is in my power, towards complying 
with his request, in respect to the management of the 
business he recommended, that of paying such draughts as 
may have been drawn on the late Mr. Commissary For- 
man. And every thing which may any wise tend to pro- 
mote the good of His Majesty's service, shall be properly 
attended to by, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Francis Stephens. 

P. S. The letters which you enclosed in your last for 
Mrs. Wray were forwarded the day they were received, 
viz: on ninth instant ; and the one I now send you from her, 
has been a considerable time by me waiting for an oppor- 
tunity. Pray be so good as to cause the enclosed to be 
delivered as directed. 

Mr. George Wray, Acting Commissary, kc, Royal Ar- 
tillery at Boston. ■ 



PHILIP RHINELANDER AND OTHERS TO THE NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS, 

New. York, August 21, 1775. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress ; 

We, the subscribers, hereby beg leave to certify that 
Philip Schurman, carpenter, one of the unhappy persons 
that were taken by the American Army at Boston, was, 
about twelve months ago, seduced to that employ by Jona- 
than Hampton, which was the more easily done as he is 
but a very young man, and had but just ended his appren- 
ticeship at the time of his going to Boston. His friends 
here had wrote long ago pressing him to come home, and 
are well informed thai he would have done so, provided 
any opportunity could have been got. His friends here, 
many of whom are and always have been steadTasi in the 
support of the liberties of this Country, are suffering much 
distress on his account, and propose to send his brother, 
John Schurman, to the camp to-morrow, in order to solicit 
for his liberty. And they humbly request that this Con- 
gress will take the case of this poor young man into con- 
sideration, aqd favour them with a letter to General WasJw 
ington in his behalf. 

Phil, Rhinelander, 

William Rhinelander, Jr., 

Jacob Rhinelander, 

T. John Van Winckel, 

John Sandford, 

George Elwtn, 

John Acklax, House* Carpenter, 

Jacob Clock, House-Carpenter. 

Charles Huestis, Carpenter. 

William Carman, House- Carpenter, 

John Adams, House- Carpenter. 
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FIELD-OFFICERS OF THE SECOND BATTALION OF SUFFOLK 
.COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

A Return of the names of the persons for the Field 
Officers of the Second Battalion in Suffolk County, taken 
according to the directions of the Provincial Congress by 
the Committees ofJEast and Southampton, viz : David 
Mulford, First Colonel ; Jonathan Hedges, Second Colo- 
nel ; Uriah Rogers, First Major; George Herrick, Second 
Major; John Gilston, Adjutant; Phineas Howell, Quar- 
termaster. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

David Peiuson, Chairman. 

August 21, 1775. 

RETURN OF MILITIA OFFICERS FOR SOUTHEAST PRECINCT, 

DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

Dutchess County, Southeast Piecinct Committee, } 
August 21, 1775. I 

Pursuant to a Resolution of Provincial Congress, 
Ordered, That Thomas Baldwin, Esquire, and Mr. 
N^athaniel Foster, two of the Members of this Commit- 
tee, notify the Militia of this Precinct, consisting of one 
Beat, (lately commanded by John Field, as Captain,) to 
appear on the 25th instant at the usual place of parade, 
that the said Militia, under the direction and inspection of 
the said Baldivin anH Foster, may arrange themselves into 
a military Company, agreeable to said Resolution of Con- 
gress. That said Militia do then and there make choice 
of military officers by a majority of votes, to take the com- 
mand of said Company; and that the said Baldwin and 
Foster make return of their doing to the Chairman of this 

Committee. T .-, n , ■ 

Joseph Crane, Chairman. 

Southeast Precinct, August 28, 1775. 
Having duly executed the above Order of Committee, 
we hereby certify that the Company of Militia of said 
Southeast Precinct, agreeable to said order, did assemble ; 
and that they have, by a fair majority of votes, made choice 
of commissioned Officers to take the command of said Com- 
pany, agreeable to the aforesaid Resolution of Congress, 
as follows, viz: William, Molt, Captain; Benjamin Hig- 
gins, First Lieutenant ; Ebenezer Gage, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; 'Nathaniel Green, Jun., Ensign. 

Test: Thomas Baldwin, 

Nathaniel Foster. 
A true copy of the Return : 

Joseph Crane, Chairman. 



ALBANY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany Committee Chamber, August 21, 1775. 

Sir: Since our last respecting Alexander White, Sheriff 
of Tryon County, which he was to accompany to your 
Congress, process of law was unexpectedly served on him 
for a just debt, after the despatches were ready and orders 
given for his being taken on shipboard, which causes his 
detention here. We did not care to force him out of the 
Sheriff's custody, or to make any infraction on, or stop the 
course of the civil law in this particular, or any other case ; 
but when the safety of the publick is much concerned or 
absolutely requires it, then, and not till then, we think the 
necessity of the thing may justify the measure. We 
wrote to Major-General Schuyler of the embarrassment 
we were in, and he coincides with us in sentiment to leave 
him confined here until we are favoured with your deter- 
mination on this point. We, therefore, only send down 
Conner, who was to have gone with White, in expectation 
of your speedy answer. 

We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants, 
By order of the Committee : 

Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 



of the county. As soon as they were assured of it, they 
dispersed all their men, to the amount of about five hun- 
dred, and sent expresses up and down the country to stop 
all that were coming to their assistance, as well as the can- 
non they had sent for to Schenectady ; and in the afternoon 
some from the different Committees came up to Tree's, 
and informed they would wait my pleasure there till eight 
in the night. I went accordingly, and was received in 
a very friendly manner : when I assured them you were 
gone they were perfectly satisfied, but at the same time 
declared they would never suffer you to return, and wanted 
me to promise that you never should. I told them I could 
not promise any such thing. They all desired to be re- 
stored to the same good understanding we used to be on, 
and declared they never would countenance any evil de- 
signs against me, or any thing belonging to me, nor never 
did; upon which we parted, seemingly good friends. I 
would not have you, on any account whatsoever, to return 
now, as I assured them you would not. We have got 
Aaron and another Indian to go with you, and you may 
depend upon their being with you on Tuesday afternoon. 
Major Fonda is desirous of being reconciled to me, and I 
expect to see him to-morrow or next day in Town. The 
bearer is threatened so much, that he determines to go 
with you. I have several things for you, which I will send 
you by the Indians. God bless you, and send you safe 
to your journey's end, is the sincere wish of your friend, 

John Johnson. 

P. S. As your being at Harris's is known to too many, 
I would advise you to keep in the woods all day to-morrow, 
for fear of the worst. 

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK 
COMMITTEE. 

Providence, August 21, 1775. 

Sir : The Committee of Inspection for this Town have 
been applied to by Messrs. Clark and Nightingale, mer- 
chants here, to give them letters of recommendation to the 
Committee of New-York, requesting liberty to import a 
quantity of flour and other provisions for the use of the 
Town, and for the American Army. As we doubt not but 
these gentlemen will take every prudent step for this pur- 
pose, we recommend it to your body to grant them, or their 
order, permission to ship any quantity they may want at 
this time ; and if any other article may be wanted, you 
will, we make no doubt, give them every assistance they 
may require in procuring and shipping the same for this 
place. Your compliance with this request will greatly 
oblige, Sir, your most humble servants, 

Nicholas Cooke, 
Chairman of the Committee. 
John Smith, ) Committee of 

Dan. Tillinghast, 5 Safety. 

To the Chairman of the Committee of Inspection for 
New- York. 



SIR JOHN JOHNSON TO ALEXANDER WHITE, TRYON COUNTY, 
NEW-YORK. 

Johnson Hall, Sunday night, 11 o'clock. 

Dear Sir : After you went off yesterday Mr. Stuart 
Frey and Dr. Adams went down to Fonda's and Veed- 
ers's, and acquainted, the people with your departure out 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Lebanon, August 21, 1775. 

Sir: I received your favour of the 28th ult. long since, 
and with pleasure noted the contents, and the noble, for- 
ward disposition of your respectable Congress to promote a 
service of so great a necessity and importance as supplying 
the Northern Army, among other necessaries, with tents, 
which I should not have asked of you for the troops of this 
Colony, but from a sense that the cause is common, and 
that we are extremely exhausted of materials for tents, and 
that it was proposed to me by General Schuyler that you 
could probably do it with ease ; and from your favourable 
assurances I hoped they were received at the camp before 
this, but I am unhappy to find, by letters of the 14th ult., 
received this morning from General Schuyler and Colonel 
Hinman, that they have not received or heard of any 
coming to them, and expressing fears that the proposed 
progress of the Army may be impeded, disappointed, or 
Colonel Hinman' s regiment very greatly suffer for want of 
them. 

I must beg the favour of you, since you were pleased to 
undertake it, (and in confidence thereof we have neglected 
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any attempt to supply them, and as it is of so great impor- 
tance to the whole Continent, and very peculiarly so to 
your City and Province, that they should be supplied and 
succeed in their designs,) that you will be pleased to 
forward those tents in the most speedy manner possible, 
the season being far advanced. 

You are pleased to mention our remitting the money for 
them. You may rely that, if the expense is not season- 
ably defrayed by the Continental Congress, this Colony 
will not fail of doing it, although they have already, with- 
out grudging, advanced near £150,000, this currency. 

On motion of Mr. Livingston, I lately gave Mr. Rens- 
selaer a permit to purchase in and carry out of this Colo- 
ny, for the use of the Northern Army, four hundred and 
fifty barrels of pork, although there is a scarcity of it 
among us ; and in pursuance of an advisory caution from 
his Excellency General Washington, have since wrote 
and required of Mr. Rensselaer not to suffer any of it to 
be water-borne to New- York, lest it might fall into the 
hands of our enemy, but to transport it directly to the 
North River, almost as near as the sound to any place 
where it can be purchased. I. doubt not you will approve 
of this precaution, and cause the same pork to be forward- 
ed with all possible expedition to General Schuyler. 

I am, with esteem and regard, Sir, your obedient hum- 
ble servant, T rr. 

Jonathan Irumbull. 

To the Honourable P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., President 
of the Honourable Provincial Congress, New-York. 



JEDEDIAH STRONG TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Litchfield, August 21, 1775. 
Mat it please your Honour : Your Honour's letter of 
the 7th instant arrived on the 1 1th, since which have made 
inquiries through the County, and find I cannot purchase 
any quantity of tow cloth. Flax was sold here the last 
season at seven pence and eight pence per pound, and 
scarcely to be had at any rate; so that there is little or no 
cloth to be sold at this time of the year, as those few who 
had greater plenty, or through necessity would spare a 



little, have probably before now supplied the traders for 
particular customers in small parcels, &c; and imagining 
your Honour had likewise made the requisition of the other 
Commissaries, have not extended the search into other 
Counties, otherwise than by writing into York Govern- 
ment, to which have received no particular answer. 

Mr. Livingston, the Continental Deputy Commissary- 
General at Albany, and Captain Phelps, have settled the 
plan of operation, so far as concerns their department, to 
mutual satisfaction. Captain Phelps is to continue receiv- 
ing, accounting, and forwarding whatever is purchased and 
sent him by the Commissary, &,c, and Deputies to be em- 
ployed as before. In consequence, Mr. Livingston has 
honoured, me with orders for cattle on his account. 

I am, may it please your Honour, your Honour's rnost 
obedient and humble servant, T r, 

' JEDEDIAH STRONG. 

Governour Trumbull. 



MAJOR ROBERT MAGAW TO GENERAL GATES. 

Cape-Ann, August 21, 1775. 

Sir: I wrote to you on the 17th instant, that no alarms 
or appearances of immediate danger had been in this place 
for some time past. Since the 8th instant, when Captain 
Lindsay, commander. of a sloop-of-war, threw a number of 
shot into the Town, the inhabitants have remained unmo- 
lested. 

On Saturday evening last a man-of-war and a tender 
appeared off this harbour; we expected an attack yester- 
day; they bore away for the eastward, and disappeared. 
The inhabitants have nearly completed a small, fort, to 
mount six nine-pounders : their spirit seems equal to their 
abilities. 

We have neither blankets nor shirts with us. Some. of 
our men are sick, owing, I believe, to want of covering in 
the night. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your most 

obedient humble servant, D , T 

' Robert Mag aw, 

Major Rifle Bat. Con. Service. 

General Gates. 



RHODE-ISLAND ASSEMBLY. 
At the General Assembly of the Governour and Com- 
pany of the English Colony of Rhode- Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, in New-England, in America, begun, 
and holden by adjournment at Providence, within and for 
the Colony aforesaid, on the third Monday in August, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five, and fifteenth of the reign of His Most Sacred 
Majesty George the Third, by the grace of God, King of 
Great Britain, and so forth : 

Present: The Honourable Nicholas Cooke, Esq., De- 
puty-Governour ; Samuel Dyre, Esq.; Simeon Potter, 
Esq. ; Ambrose Page, Esq. ; John Sayles, Jun., Esq. ; 
John Jepson, Esq. ; James Arnold, Jun., Esq. ; Jonathan 
Randall, Esq. ; Peter Phillips, Esq., Assistants. The 
Secretary. 

Deputies from the several Towns. 

The Hon. Metcalf Bowler, Esq., Speaker. 

Newport : Mr. John Wanton, (son of Gideon,) Mr. John 
Tanner, Mr. Joseph Anthony, Mr. Thomas Freebody. 

Providence: Mr. John Jenckes, Mr. John Smith, Col. 
John Matthewson. 

Portsmouth : Mr. Job Durfee, John Shearman, Esq. 

Warwick: William Greene, Esq., Mr. Jacob Greene, 
Capt. Thomas Holdon, Lieut. Col. John Low. 

Westerly : Joshua BabcocJi, Esq., Mr. James Rhodes. 

New-Shoreham : Mr. John Sands, Mr. Walter Rathbun. 

North-Kingstown : John Northup, Esq., Sylvester Gard- 
ner, Esq. 

South-Kingstown : John Potter, Esq. 

East-Greenwich : Mr. Job Gardner, Mr. Allen John- 
son. 

Jamestown : Capt. Edward Hull, Capt. Samuel Carr. 

Smithfield: Daniel Mowry, Jun. , Esq., Stephen Whip- 
ple, Esq. 
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Scituate : (None.) 

Gloucester: Silas Williams, Esq., Mr. Daniel Owen. 

Charlestown: Joseph Hoxie, Esq., Mr. Samuel Kin- 
yon. 

West-Greenwich : Thomas Gorton, Esq. 

Coventry : John Rice, Esq. 

Exeter : George Peirce, Esq., Jeffery Wilcox, Esq. 

Middletown : Mr. James Potter. 

Bristol: Major-General William Bradford, Benjamin 
Bosworth, Esq. 

Tiverton: Mr. Thomas Corey. 

Little-Compton : Capt. Thomas Broicnell, William 
Richmond, Esq. 

Warren : Mr. Cromel Child. 

Cumberland : John Dexter, Esq., Jeremiah Whipple, 
■ Esq. 

Richmond : Capt. Richard Bailey, Jun. 

Cranston: Capt. Richard ' Searle, Mr. William Field. 

Hopkinton : Capt. Abel Tanner, Mr. Thomas Wells. ' 

Johnston: Mr. Emmor Olney, Mr. Ebenesw Sprague. 

North-Providence: Mr. Joseph Olney, Major Thomas 
Olney. 

Barrington: Colonel Nathaniel Martin, Capt. Thomas 
Allen. ■ ./.i,.;.. 

Josias Lyndon, Esq., Clerk of the Lower House. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That all the Neat-Cattle and 
Sheep upon New-Shoreham, excepting a sufficiency for the 
inhabitants, be brought off as soon as possible, and landed 
upon the continent : That two hundred and fifty men be 
sent upon that island, to secure the stock until it can be 
taken off: That the remainder of the, two Companies raised 
in the Counties of King's County and Kent, which have 
not yet marched to join the Army of Observation, be em- 
ployed in the said service : That to complete the number, 
one hundred and ninety men be immediately enlisted, who 
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shall be allowed wages at the rate of three Shillings a day, 
and be billeted : That Mr. James Rhodes be the chief com- 
mander. of the said men, and Gideon Hoxie, Esq., the 
second in command : That the said James Rhodes and Gi- 
deon Hoxie, and George Sheffield, be and they are hereby 
empowered, at the expense of the Colony, to take the most 
prudent and effectual measures for removing the said slock 
to some place upon the continent: That the Committee of 
Safety supply the said men with the necessary Arms, Am- 
munition and Provisions : That the following persons be 
appointed to enlist men for the said service, Thomas Wells 
the second, Thomas Tefft, and in case of his refusal Rich- 
ard Baihj, Jan., Stephen Sheldon, Ehenczer Sprague, 
Elisha Waterman, Andrew Waterman, James Albro, Abial 
Brown, Jonathan Hazard, Joseph Pendleton, and George 
Peine; who' shall be allowed wages, at the rate of six 
Shillings a day, and shall have the command of the men 
by them respectively raised, subordinate to their superiour 
officers above named: That no one of the above named 
persons raise more than twenty men : That each person 
appointed to enlist men, set out for the places of rendez- 
vous, with the men he shall enlist, on Saturday next, at 
eight of the clock in the morning; which are as follow: 
those raised in the Towns of Richmond and Charlestown, 
to rendezvous at Jesse Champlin's, in Charlestown ; those 
raised in North-Kingstown, South-Kingstown, Johnston, 
Cumberland, Exeter, and Smithfield, at John Potter's, 
Esq. ; and those raised in the other Towns at Elias Thomp- 
son's, in Westerly : That the said James Rhodes, Gideon 
Hoxie, and George Sheffield, or any two of them, be 
appointed to appraise the said stock, which is to be trans- 
ported at the expense and risk of the Colony : That his 
Honour the Deputy-Governour be requested to issue orders 
to the said two Companies, belonging to Col. Varnum's 
Regiment, to proceed to New-Shoreham, and obey the 
orders of the said James Rhodes and Gideon Hoxie 
during the said service : That the said James Rhodes and 
Gideon Hoxie be corn missioned, mutatis mutandis, in the 
same manner as the Officers of the Army of Observation 
are : And that Mr. James Rhodes draw out of the Gen- 
eral Treasury two hundred Pounds lawful money for the 
purposes aforesaid. 

In Council was read the return of Officers' names chosen 
to command the Independent Company of Cadets in Pro- 
vidence, viz : 

Joseph Nightingale, Captain ; William Russell, First 
Lieutenant; Nathaniel Greene, Second Lieutenant; Ehe- 
nezcr Thompson, Ensign. 

Which being considered in Council, It is Voted and 
Resolved, That the said Officers be and they are hereby 
approved. 

An Act to punish Persons who shall pilot any armed 
Vessels in or out of any of the Harbours, Rivers, or 
Bays in this Colony, excepting Vessels belonging to 
some one of the British Colonies in America, or to 
the Inhabitants thereof. 

Be it enacted by this General Assembly, and by the 
authority thereof it is enacted, That any person, being an 
inhabitant of any of the British Colonies in America, who 
shall act as a Pilot on board any armed Ship or Vessel, and 
pilot them in or out of any of the Harbours, Rivers, Or 
Bays in this Colony, excepting Vessels in the service of 
some one of the said Colonies, or of the inhabitants thereof, 
shall upon conviction thereof, by bill, plaint or informa- 
tion, before the Superiour Court of Judicature, Court of 
Assize and General Gaol Delivery of this Colony, be pun- 
ished at the discretion of the said Court, by fine and impri- 
sonment, not exceeding a fine of five hundred Pounds 
lawful money, nor more than twelve months imprisonment. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That this Colony will pur- 
chase all the Gunpowder that shall be imported here from 
parts beyond sea, before the first day of April next, at the 
rate of three Shillings lawful money a pound. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the twenty-nine Min- 
ute-Men, raised by Mr. Andrew Waterman, proceed with 
him immediately to New-Shoreham, and that they all be 
paid according to the act for raising men for the same 
purpose. 



It is Voted and Resolved, That his Honour the Depu- 
ty-Governour, the Members of the Upper House who 
live in the County of Providence, the Deputies of the 
Town of Providence, Met calf Bowler, William Bradford, 
John Dexter, Joseph Anthony, Daniel Mowry, Jim., and 
Joshua Babcock, Esquires, or the major part of them, 
together with such other Members of the General Assem- 
bly as may be present, be and they are hereby appointed 
a Committee, during the recess of the General Assembly, 
to act upon any sudden important emergency ; with full 
power of taking all prudent and necessary measures for the 
safety of this Colony, and the Colonies in general : that 
they be particularly empowered to employ the two armed 
Vessels in the service of this Colony, or either of them, in 
such manner, and upon such voyage, as they shall think 
conducive to the publick interest : And that this Act con- 
tinue in force until the next session of Assembly. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That four quarter casks of 
Gunpowder be delivered out of the Colony's Stores to Mr, 
Gideon Mumford, for the use of Fort Daniel, in the 
County of Kent. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Mr. Andrew Waterman 
be and he is hereby appointed Captain, Mr. James Aldrich 
Lieutenant, and Mr. Esek Sanders Ensign, of the Com- 
pany of Minute-Men enlisted in the Town of Smithfield. 

Whereas Messrs. Lindsey and Shaw exhibited unto 
this Assembly an account, by them charged against the 
Colony, for the freight of Gunpowder and Military Stores: 
And the same being duly examined, It is Voted and Re- 
solved, That two Pounds and ten Shillings lawful money 
thereof, and no more, be allowed ; and that the same be 
paid unto the said Lindsey and Shaw, out of the General 
Treasury. 

Whereas Brigadier Nathaniel Greene hath informed this 
Assembly that he had to the amount of four Pounds and 
ten Shillings, of the lawful money bills of credit lately 
emitted by this Colony, washed to pieces in his breeches 
pocket, and destroyed : It is therefore Voted and Resolved, 
That the sum of four Pounds and ten Shillings, lawful 
money bills, be paid to the said Brigadier Greene, out of 
the General Treasury. 

Whereas the Ensigns in the respective Companies of 
the Rhode-Island Forces, encamped on Prospect-Hill, 
represented unto this Assembly, that by a Resolve of the 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts-Bay, the Ensigns of 
the several Battalions of that Colony were advanced, and 
made Second Lieutenants, and their wages enhanced ten 
Shillings a month; and prayed that this Assembly would, 
in conformity to that Resolve, make the same regulation 
respecting the Ensigns in the Rhode-Island Forces : On 
consideration whereof, It is Voted and Resolved, That the 
prayer of the said Petition be granted ; that the said En- 
signs be advanced to equal rank and station with their 
brethren in the Massachusetts Forces ; and that their wages 
be increased ten Shillings a month. 

Whereas Mr. Thomas Tew presented unto this Assem- 
bly an account, by him charged against the. Colony, for 
cleaning and repairing fifteen Small-Arms ; which being 
duly examined, It is Voted, and Resolved, That the same 
be and is hereby allowed; and that one Pound twelve 
Shillings and nine Pence lawful money, being the amount 
thereof, be paid unto the said Thomas Tew, out of the 
General Treasury. 

Whereas David Wilkinson, Esq., laid before this As- 
sembly an account, by him charged against the Colony, for 
his attendance at Mr. Carter's Printing Office, overseeing 
the press, whilst impressing paper Bills of Credit: And 
the same being duly examined, It is Voted and Resolved, 
That the same be and hereby is allowed ; and that eight 
Pounds and eight Shillings lawful money, being the amount 
thereof, be paid unto the said David Wilkinson, out of the 
General Treasury. 

Whereas Mr. Samuel Smith laid before this Assembly 
an account, by him charged against the Colony, for carry- 
ing the publick papers and records of this Colony from New- 
port to Bristol ferry: And the same being duly inquired 
into, It is Voted and Resolved, That the same.be and 
hereby is allowed ; and that the amount thereof, being one 
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Pound four Shillings lawful money, be paid unto the said 
Samuel Smith, out of the General Treasury. 

Whereas Job Bennet, Esq., exhibited unto this Assem- 
bly an account, by him charged against the Colony, for 
materials and for making a Flag for Fort-George : And the 
said account being duly considered, It is Voted and Re- 
solved, That the same be and hereby is allowed ; and that 
the amount thereof, being seven Pounds fourteen Shillings 
and Ninepence lawful money, be paid unto the said Job 
Bennet, out of the General Treasury. 

Whereas Captain George Cornel exhibited unto this 
Assembly an account, by him charged against the Colony, 
for his wages as Captain of Fort-George, &c. : And the 
said account being duly examined, It is Voted and Re- 
solved, That the same be and hereby is allowed ; and that 
the amount thereof, being nine Pounds five Shillings and 
Ninepence lawful money, be paid unto the said George 
Cornel, out of the General Treasury. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Gentlemen men- 
tioned in the following list, be and they are hereby chosen 
to serve in the offices to their names respectively ascribed, 
to wit : f 

Joseph Belcher, Esq., Colonel, John Coolce, Esq., Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and William Channing, Esq., Major of 
the Regiment of Militia in the County of Newport. 

Charles Dyre, Esq., Major of the Regiment of Militia 
in King's County. 

William Barton, Esq., Adjutant of the First Regiment 
of Militia in the County of Providence. 

Samuel Fearce, Jun., Captain, William Allen (Son of 
William) Lieutenant, and George Allen Ensign of the 
Second Company of Militia in Portsmouth. 

William Taylor, Captain, John Cole, Lieutenant, and 
James Albro Ensign of the Second Company of Militia 1 in 
North-Kingstown. 

William Arnold, Esq., Major of the Regiment of Mili- 
tia in the County of Kent. 

Benjamin Underwood, Captain, John Carr, Lieutenant, 
and Benjamin Carr, Jun., Ensign of the Company of 
Militia in. Jamestown. 

Samuel Hill, Captain, Thomas Jenckes, Lieutenant, and 
Samuel Day Ensign of the First Company of Mifitia in 
Smithjield. 

James Smith Lieutenant of the Third Company of 
Militia in Smithfielsl. 

Joseph Whipple, Captain, Joseph Kinyon, Lieutenant, 
and Asaph Bennet Ensign of the Fourth Company of 
Militia in Coventry. 

Thomas Peckham, Captain, Samuel Baley, Lieutenant, 
and Elisha Barker Ensign of the Company of Militia in 
Middletovm. 

Ezra Ormsbee Captain of the Company of Militia in 
Warren. 

Vial Allen, Lieutenant, and Daniel Kinnicul, Ensign 
of the Company of Militia in Barrington. 

Whereas the Committee appointed for signing the law- 
ful Money Bills made a report unto this Assembly, in the 
following words : 

In pursuance of an Act passed at the session held at 
East- Greenwich, on the second Monday in June last, for 
emitting Ten Thousand Pounds lawful money, in Bills of 
Credit, we the subscribers have signed the said Bills, 
which are of the following denominations, to wit : 

1,000 Bills of Forty Shillings each, £2,000 

2,000 of Thirty Shillings each, 3,000 

2,000 of Twenty Shillings each, 2,000 

2,000 of Ten Shillings each, 1,000 

2,000 of Five Shillings each, 500 

2,000 of Four Shillings each, 400 

2,000 of Three Shillings each, 300 

3,000 of Two Shillings each, 300 

5,000 of One Shilling each, 250 

4,000 of Nine Pence each, ] 50 

4,000 of Six Pence each, 100 

£10,000 
In pursuance of another Act passed by the General As- 
sembly, at the session held at Providence, on Wednesday 
the twenty-eighth of June last, for emitting a further sum 



of Ten Thousand Pounds lawful money, in Bills of Credit, 
we the subscribers have signed the said Bills, being of the 
same denominations as those above mentioned. 

We have delivered the said Bills, amounting to Twenty 
Thousand Pounds, to the General Treasurer, of whom we 
have taken a receipt in the eighth Book of the Colony 
Records, in the Secretary's Office ; in which book we have 
also registered an exact account of the order of signing 
the same. 

Metcalf Bowler, John Cole, 
Thomas Greene, Henry Ward. 
Joseph Clarke, 

To which Report they subjoined an account by them 
charged against the Colony, for the said service : All 
which being duly considered, It is Voted and Resolved, 
That the foregoing Report be and the same is hereby ac- 
cepted ; that the said account be and it is allowed ; and 
that the amount thereof, being one hundred Pounds, be 
paid unto the said Metcalf Bowler, Thomas Greene, Jo- 
seph Clarke, John Cole, and Henry Ward, out of the 
General Treasury. 

Whereas Mr. Caleb Gardner exhibited unto this As- 
sembly an account, by him charged against the Colony, 
for thirty-six pounds of Gunpowder, by him furnished for 
Fort-George : And the said account being duly examined, 
It is Voted and Resolved, That the same be and hereby 
is allowed; and that the amount thereof, being three 
Pounds one Shilling and six Pence lawful money, be paid 
unto the said Caleb Gardner, out of the General Treasury. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That two Row-Gall ies be 
forthwith built and equipped at the expense of this Colony, 
for its protection and defence : That they be of a suitable 
bigness, to carry sixty men each, to row with fifteen oars 
on a side, and to mount one eighteen-pounder in the bow, 
and a number of swivel guns; and that they be built in 
such further and particular form, model and construction, 
as shall be judged most suitable and fitting by the Com- 
mittee hereafter named, for answering the design and pur- 
pose of their building : And that Ambrose Page, Esq., be 
the person for the above purpose, and that he be em- 
powered to draw out of the General Treasury a sum not 
exceeding three hundred Pounds, to enable him to prose- 
cute the building. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Mr. John Lasell, who 
is appointed Western Post-Rider, be paid weekly for his 
service by the General Treasurer of the Colony. 

Whereas Capt. George T. Cornel exhibited unto this 
Assembly an account, by him charged against the Colony, 
for materials furnished, divers things done, bills paid, and 
wages due, in and about Fort-George: And the same 
being duly examined, It is Voted and Resolved, That the 
same be allowed ; and that the sum of eight Pounds fifteen 
Shillings and eight Pence lawful money, being the amount 
thereof, be paid unto the said George T. Cornel, out of 
the General Treasury. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Mr. John Etxrfhp and 
hereby is appointed Captain, Mr. James Peckham, "Lieu- 
tenant, and Mr. Cook Wilcocks Ensign of the Company 
of Mfnute-Men for the Town of Portsmouth. 

Whereas the Post-Rider hath been stopped by the Ships- 
of-War in the harbour of Newport, and the mail hath been 
actually taken from him by violence, which renders it 
necessary that the route be altered: It is therefore Voted 
and Resolved, That Mr. John Lasell be employed as a 
Post-Rider, to go the old post road, from Providence to 
Netv-London : That he set out from Providence for New- 
London on every Tuesday, immediately upon the arrival 
of the post from Cambridge, and return as soon as possi- 
ble : That he be allowed from this Colony at the rate of 
one hundred and eighty-five Dollars a year, and in that 
proportion for any lesser time, he finding good horses, and 
paying his own expenses: That Mr. Benjamin Mumford 
be employed as a Post-Rider from Newport to Cambridge : 
That he set out from Newport on Monday afternoon at 
three o'clock, to carry the Newport mail for the westward 
to Providence, and proceed immediately to Cambridge 
with the mails for that Post-Office, and set off from thence 
on Thursday in the afternoon for Providence, and there 
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take the mail from the westward, and proceed immediately 
to Newport : That he be allowed for his services at the 
same rate as hath heretofore been allowed to the Post- 
Rider between Newport and Boston; and that the Post- 
Rider pay the post of every letter to such office nearest 
to which he shall receive it, and be under oath for the 
faithful performance of his trust: That this Act continue 
in force until further orders from this Assembly: That his 
Honour the Deputy Governour be requested to write to and 
transmit a copy of this Act to the Governour of Connecticut, 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
Massachusetts-Bay , requesting them to pay their propor- 
tions of the expense of the Post-Riders, as usually prac- 
tised. 

Whereas Mr. Thomas Lindsey presented unto this As- 
sembly an account, by him charged to the Colony, for the 
use of his Packet for carrying the Colony Committee to 
New-Shoreham, and bringing them back : Which being 
duly examined, It is Voted and Resolved, That eight 
Pounds and eight Shillings, to wit, the first article of Ins 
charge, be and hereby is allowed ; and that the same be 
paid to him out of the General Treasury. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Messrs. Nathaniel 
Mumford, Thomas Greene, Carder Hazard, Nathan 
Miller, and Gideon Mumford, be, and they or the major 
part of them are hereby appointed a Committee to audit 
the accounts of the Committee of Safety, who are hereby 
directed to pay off the Troops to the last day of this month, 
and to close their accounts on the eighth day of September 
next : That the Committee hereby appointed meet at 
Providence on the fifteenth day of September, to proceed 
upon the said business, and make report to this General 
Assembly at the then next succeeding session : And that 
his Honour the Deputy-Governour transmit the said ac- 
counts, as soon as may be after they shall be audited, to the 
Honourable the Continental Congress. . 

Whereas notwithstanding the humble and dutiful Peti- 
tion of the last Congress to the King, and other wise and 
pacifick measures taken for obtaining a happy reconciliation 
between Great Britain and the Colonies, the Ministry, 
lost to every sentiment of justice, liberty and humanity, 
continue to send Troops and Ships-of-War into America, 
which destroy our Trade, plunder and burn our Towns, and 
murder the good people of these Colonies : 

It is therefore Voted and Resolved, That this Colony 
most ardently wish to see the former friendship, harmony 
and intercourse between Britain and these Colonies re- 
stored, and a happy and lasting connection established 
between both Countries, upon terms of just and equal 
liberty ; and will concur with the other Colonies in all 
proper measures for obtaining those desirable blessings : 
And as every principle, divine and human, require us to 
obey that great and fundamental law of nature, self-pre- 
servation, until peace shall be restored upon constitutional 
principles, this Colony will most heartily exert the whole 
power of Government, in conjunction with the other 
Colonies, for carrying on this just and necessary war, and 
bringing the same to a happy issue. And amongst other 
measures for obtaining this most desirable purpose, this 
Assembly is persuaded that the building and equipping an 
American Fleet, as soon as possible, would greatly and 
essentially conduce to the preservation of the lives, liberty 
and property of the good people of these Colonies ; and 
therefore instruct their Delegates to use their whole influ- 
ence, at the ensuing Congress, for building, at the Continen- 
tal expense, a Fleet of sufficient force for the protection of 
these Colonies, and for employing them in such manner and 
places as will most effectually annoy our enemies, and con- 
tribute to the common defence of these Colonies: And 
they are also instructed to use all their influence for carry- 
ing on the war in the most vigorous manner, until peace, 
liberty and safety be restored and secured to these Colo- 
nies upon an equitable and permanent basis. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Delegates for this 
Colony to the Congress, to be holden by adjournment at 
Philadelphia on the fifth day of September next, be and 
they are hereby fully authorized and empowered to receive 
of the Continental Treasurer the money due from the 
United Colonies to this Colony, for the several sums of 



money advanced for raising of forces, purchasing arms, 
tents, provisions, clothing and warlike stores, for the de- 
fence of the said United Colonies ; and transmit the same 
to the Genera] Treasurer of this Colony, by such faithful 
person or persons as they can trust, and under such guard 
as they shall judge expedient and necessary. 

Whereas the Honourable Samuel Ward, Esq., one of the 
Delegates from this Colony to the Congress, held at 
Philadelphia on the tenth day of May last, hath made a 
report unto this Assembly of many of the Proceedings and 
Resolves of the said Congress, consisting of measures by 
them taken for defending the United Colonies against the 
attacks of our cruel and unnatural enemies, measures for 
the security of the frontiers, the preservation of peace 
and friendship with the people of Canada and the Indian 
Nations, the emission of a Continental Currency for de- 
fraying the expenses of the war, a Petition to the King, 
an Address to the People of England, an Address to the 
People of Ireland, a Letter to the Lord Mayor of London, 
a Letter to the Assembly of Jamaica, the establishment of a 
General Post-Office, and some occasional Resolutions: 
i It is thereupon Voted and Resolved, That the said Re- 
port be and the same is hereby accepted and approved, 
and that the thanks of this Assembly be given to the 
Delegates of the Continental Congress in general, and to 
the Delegates of this Colony in particular, for their wise, 
spirited and faithful discharge of the Important trust re- 
posed in them. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Delegates from this 
Colony to the Congress, to be holden at Philadelphia by 
adjournment on the fifth day of September next, be and 
they are empowered to apply to their own respective uses 
two hundred Dollars each, of the money which they may 
receive of the Continental Treasurer in behalf of this 
Colony, on account of their expenses and services at the 
Congress, and that they be severally accountable to the 
Colony therefor. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Continental Cur- 
rency emitted by the Congress, at their last session in 
Philadelphia, on the tenth day of May last, be and it is 
hereby made a lawful lender, at the rate of six Shillings 
lawful money a Dollar, and in the same proportion as to 
Gold and Silver, in all payments whatsoever, whether ,of a 
publick or private nature, and whether clue in lawful mo- 
ney, Dollars, Gold or Silver coin, Sterling money, Bills of 
Exchange, or any other currency whatsoever. And it is 
further Voted and Resolved, That whosoever shall court 
terfeit the said Continental Currency or Bills, or pass the 
same in this Colony, knowing the same to be counterfeit, 
such person or persons, upon legal conviction thereof, shall 
be liable to and suffer the same pains, penalties and punish- 
ments, as by law persons counterfeiting the lawful money 
bills of this Colony are liable to. 

It it Voted and Resolved, That eight Fieldpieces be 
provided and prepared for the use of the Colony ; and that 
Mr. Nicholas Power be and he is hereby appointed to 
provide and prepare six of said Fieldpieces, and Mr. Jacob 
Greene the other two ; and that the said Nicholas Power 
put in order the Carriages of the Colony Guns placed in 
the Providence Battery. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That a bounty of three 
Shillings a pound be allowed, and paid out of the General 
Treasury, on every pound of Saltpetre that may be made 
in this Colony by the twenty-sixth day of August, A. D. 
1776, suitable to be manufactured into Gunpowder, and 
three Shillings a pound for every pound of such Saltpetre, 
exclusive of said bounty; and that Mr. Joseph Brown., 
Jabez Bowen, Esq., and the Secretary of this Colony, be 
and they are hereby appointed inspectors and provers of 
the quality thereof; and that no person be entitled to said 
bounty and value until he shall have first made oath be- 
for the Secretary that the Saltpetre offered for inspection 
was actually made in this Colony ; and that in order to its 
being so proved, that the manufacturers thereof convey the 
same to the Town of Providence, and that the same be 
delivered to and deposited with the General Treasurer. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That his Honour the Deputy 
Governour be requested to write a Letter to his Excellency 
General Washington, informing him of the steps this 
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Colony have taken to secure the Stock upon the Islands 
lying within this jurisdiction ; and to request his Excellency 
to use his authority that such of said Stock as may be fit 
for market be received by the Commissary General, for the 
use of the Army. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the monthly wages of 
Ahraham Whipple, Captain of theColony Sloop, be raised 
from seven Pounds ten Shillings to nine Pounds, from the 
time he entered on board said Sloop. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Messrs. James Rhodes, 
Gideon Hoxie, George Sheffield, Joshua Babcock, Abel 
Dinner, Joseph Hoxie, and William Potter, be and they 
or any three of them are hereby appointed a Committee 
to take possession of the Stock that may be brought off 
from Neiv-Shoreham, by order of this Assembly; and such 
of said Stock as may be fit for a market, immediately to 
send to the Army ; that such of said Stock as may not be 
fit for a market they immediately sell and dispose of to the' 
best advantage, either at publick or private sale, unless the 
owners of said Stock shall choose to take their own Stock 
into possession at their own risk ; and that they make report 
thereof to the next General Assembly. 

An Act dividing the Second Company or Trained Band 
in the Town o/ Scituate into two Companies, appoint- 
ing Officers, fyc. 

Whereas a number of persons, belonging to the second 
Trained Band or Company of Militia in the Town of 
Scituate, by petition, represented unto this Assembly, that 
said Company is now grown sufficiently large for two Com- 
panies, and thereupon prayed this Assembly, that for their 
better accommodation and convenience they might be di- 
vided into two Companies, by the following divisional line, 
to wit : Beginning at Coventry line, two rods East of 
Thomas Place's house, from thence Northerly to the 
North line of the Westconouage purchase, leaving Daniel 
Rennet's house to the Westward of said line : 

And this General Assembly taking the same into con- 
sideration, Do enact, and by the authority thereof it is 
enacted, That said Company be and the same is hereby 
divided into two Companies, in the manner and according 
to the lines above described ; and that all the Soldiers 
living to the Westward of said line shall remain and belong 
to the second Company, and that all persons living to the 
Eastward of said line, who heretofore belonged to the said 
second Company, shall for the future belong to the sixth 
Company in Scituate. And it is further Voted, at the 
request of the petitioners, that the following Officers be and 
hereby are appointed to command the said sixth Company, 
to wit : Stephen Sheldon, Captain, Daniel Howard, Lieu- 
tenant, and James Wells, Ensign. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Act to prevent the 
Honourable Joseph Wanton, Esq., from acting as Governour 
of this Colony, ilntil the oath of office shall he adminis- 
tered to him in open General Assembly, with the consent 
of the Assembly, fee, which was passed at the session 
held on the first Wednesday in May last, and continued by 
an Act passed at the session held on the second Monday 
in June last, and further continued by an Act passed at 
the session held on Wednesday the twenty-eighth day of 
the same June, be still continued, and remain in force, 
until the rising of this Assembly at the next session. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the Honourable Stephen 
Hopkins, Esq., one of the Delegates of this Colony at the 
Continental Congress, be empowered to receive eighty 
Pounds lawful money out of the General Treasury, on ac- 
count of his expenses and services at said Congress, from 
the time he last set out for Philadelphia, to the time of 
the last adjournment of said Congress ; and that he be ac- 
countable for the same to the Colony. 

Whereas the Honourable Samuel Ward, Esq., one 
of the Delegates for this Colony at the Continental 
Congress, exhibited unto this Assembly an account, by 
him charged against the Colony, for his services at said 
Congress, and sundry expenses in going to, during his resi- 
dence at, and returning from Philadelphia: And the said 
account being duly examined, It is Voted and Resolved, 
That the same be and hereby is allowed ; and that the ba- 
lance thereof, being eighty-three Pounds nineteen Shillings 



and three Pence one Farthing lawful money, be paid the 
said Samuel Ward, out of the General Treasury. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That the late Proceedings of 
the members of the Committee of Inspection of South- 
Kingstown, and several other Towns, respecting the stop- 
ping and regulating the passing of a number of Neat-Cattle 
over the ferries to Newport from South-Kingstown, belong- 
ing to George Irish, be approved of; and that it is ex- 
pected and requested that the Committees of Inspection 
for the Towns do at all times use their utmost endeavours 
that Stock be not suffered to pass over any of the ferries 
to Newport, in larger numbers than two at a time, except 
Sheep, and of those but five at a time, while any danger 
may remain of their being taken by our enemies; and that 
the proprietors of the ferries and their ferrymen govern 
themselves accordingly. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That Colonel Samuel Aborn, 
Colonel John Low, Richard Smith, Esq., Mr. Benjamin 
Bosworth, Sylvester Gardner, Esq., and Mr. Benjamin 
Gardner, be and they are hereby appointed a Committee 
to cause all the Cattle and Sheep that are fit to be killed, 
to be forthwith removed and carried off all the Islands in 
this Colony, Rhode-Island excepted and Block-Island, for 
which provision hath already been made ; to this end the 
Committee are to request the owners to remove them, and 
to give them assistance; and if the owners refuse, then 
this Committee are to cause them to be appraised by pro- 
per persons of their appointment, and to transport them to 
the main land, to be sent to the camp and sold, for which 
the owners shall be indemnified ; that the Stock on Pru- 
dence and Hog-Islands be removed to Bristol by the said 
Richard Smith and Benjamin Bosworth; and the Stock on 
Jamestown be removed to South-Kingstown or North- 
Kingstown, by the said Sylvester Gardner and Benjamin 
Gardner; that said Committee be empowered to take such 
assistance, vessels and boats, as they shall think necessary, 
and all at the expense of the Colony ; and the said Com- 
mittee are also empowered to order the two armed vessels 
belonging to the Colony to assist in removing said Cattle 
and Sheep ; that William Bradford, Esq., send those Cat- 
tle and Sheep to the camp that may be brought to Bristol; 
and that John Northrup, Esq., send those Cattle and Sheep 
to the camp that may be brought to South-Kingstown or 
North-Kingstown . 

It is Voted and Resolved, That his Honour the Deputy 
Governour, with the advice of the Committee appointed to 
transact publick matters during the recess of the Assembly, 
be requested to write an answer to the Letter from the Coun- 
cil of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, dated August 
18, 1775, to the Deputy Governour, and to take such 
orders respecting the prisoners therein referred to as they 
shall think proper. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That if any person or per- 
sons shall refuse to take the Paper Money emitted by this 
Colony, the Paper Money emitted by the Continental Con- 
gress, or by any of the American Colonies, in payment for 
any debt, duty, or demand of a pecuniary nature, he shall 
incur the displeasure of this General Assembly, and ou^ht 
to be held and esteemed as an enemy to its credit, reputa- 
tion and happiness, and totally destitute of that regard and 
obligation he is under to his country and the cause of 
liberty, which they are deeply engaged to support and de- 
fend ; and that the good people of this Colony and America 
ought to withdraw all communication from such person or 
persons. 

It is Voted and Resolved, That all business lying before 
this Assembly unfinished, be and the same is hereby refer- 
red to next session : That the Secretary publish the Acts 
and Orders of this Assembly, by beat of drum, in the Town 
of Providence, within ten days after tlie rising of this As- 
sembly, and in thirty send copies thereof to the Sheriffs of 
each County in the Colony, by them to be transmitted to 
the several Town-Clerks in the County; and that this As- 
sembly be adjourned to the fourth Tuesday of October next, 
at Providence, if called, but if not called before nor at said 
time, then to be dissolved. 

God save the King. 
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YORK COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

Yorktown, August 22, 1775. 

Whereas the Committee of York County has received 
information that sundry Butchers and Drovers from Ma- 
ryland and elsewhere have lately been purchasing Sheep 
in this County, contrary to the Resolutions of the Conven- 
tion of the Province of Pennsylvania. : 

These are therefore to give publick notice to all such 
persons who purchase Sheep to kill, or sell to butchers, that 
if they hereafter be detected in purchasing any Sheep in 
this County, or driving any through it purchased in this 
Province, under four years old, that they will be stopped, 
and treated as enemies to their country. 

By order of the Committee : 

Thomas Ahmor, Clerk. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met August 22, 1775. Present: Wil- 
liam Walton Chairman pro tern., and thirty-eight Members. 

In pursuance of sundry Resolves passed in the Provin- 
cial Congress on the ninth instant, this Committee have 
caused this City and County, as far as fresh water, to be 
divided into twenty-four Districts, or Beats, bounded as 
follows, viz : 

No. I. Begins at the west side of the White Hall Slip, 
and continues along the west side of Broadway, taking in 
the North River Streets, and ending at Peter Curtenius's 
corner. 

No. 2. Begins at the upper end of Crown Street, con- 
tinues along the west side of the Broadway, taking in the 
North River Streets, and ends at Thomas Harriot's, the 
corner of Dey Street. 

No. 3. Begins at the upper end of Dey Street, con- 
tinues along the west side of the Broadway, taking in the 
North River Stre.ets, and ends at Samuel Brower's, the 
upper end of Division Street. 

No. 4. Begins at the upper end of Veyse's Street, con- 
tinues along the west side of Great George Street, taking 
in the North River Streets, and ending at John Van Vye's, 
near the Bear Market. 

No. 5. Begins at Andrew Keyser's, the lower end of 
Barclay Street, continues along the west side of Great 
George Street, taking in the North River Streets, and ends 
at James Love's, at the Air Furnace. 

No. 6. Begins at the East River, running up the 
Broadway on the east side, and Broad Street on the west 
side, to Beaver Street, taking in both sides of said Beaver 
Street. 

No. 7. Begins at Beaver Street, (excluding said street,) 
running up the east side of Broadway and west side of 
Broad Street, through the City- Hall, to King Street, 
taking in the southwest side of King Street. 

No. 8. Begins at King Street, (taking in the east side 
of King Street,) running up the east side of Broadway and 
west side of Nassau Street to Fair Street, taking in both 
sides of said Fair Street. 

No. 9. Begins at Fair Street, (excluding said Fair 
Street,) running up on the east side of Broadway and west 
side of Nassau Street to where this division meets the 
Out Ward. 

No. 10. Begins at William Kirkby's, the north corner 
of Dock Street, and continues along the north side of said 
street to Deas's corner, fronting Broad Street, including 
all the blocks on a south line from both extremities down 
to the East River. 

No. 11. Begins at John Clark's, by the old slip; thence 
up Smith Street, on the north side, to John Thurman's; 
thence along Wall Street on the west side, to the south 
corner of the City-Hall ; thence down Broad Street, on 
the south side, to Panton's, the barber, including the whole 
number of men in the above-mentioned bounds, except 
those on the north side of Dock Street. 

No. 12. Begins at Banker's, the corner of Wall Street, 
opposite Pitt's Statue, from thence along the north side of 
Smith Street until you come to John Street, on Golden 
Hill; thence north, on both sides of John Street, until you 
come to Nassau Street ; thence southwest, on the south- 
east side of Nassau Street, until you come to the City-Hall ; 
thence along the north side of Wall Street to the place of 
beginning. 



No. 13. Begins at Garret Scutler's, at the corner of 
William Street, on Golden Hill, at Sentry Box No. 9 ; 
thence along William Street to George Street; thence 
through George Street, on the west side, to Nassau Street; 
thence south, along Nassau Street to the corner of John 
Street. 

No. 14. Begins at the north corner of George Street ; 
thence down George Street, on the east side, to William 
Street ; thence along the north side of William Street to 
Queen Street ; thence north along the west side of Queen 
Street to Chatham Street ; thence west along the south 
side of Chatham Street to the place of beginning. 

No. 15. Begins at Mrs. Marshall's corner, in Hanover 
Square, running along the southeast side of Smith Street to 
the corner of the block in Maiden Lane; thence along the 
southwest side of said lane to Queen Street; thence along 
the northwest side of Queen Street and Hanover Square, 
ending at Mrs. Marshall's comer, the Sloat, Wall Street 
and King Street inclusive. 

No. 16. Begins at Peter Cloppcr's corner, in Queen 
Street, running along the north side of said street to 
Golden Hill; thence taking both sides of said street, to 
Elbow Street ; thence taking both sides of said street and 
Fair Street, to William Street, at Thomas Gardiner's 
corner; thence along the southeast side of William Street, 
to the corner of Maiden Lane; thence along the northeast 
side of said lane to Peter Cloppcr's corner, Rutgcrs's 
Hill, Golden Hill, and all the blocks and alleys inclu- 
sive. 

No. 17. Begins at the east corner of Golden Hill, in 
Queen Street; thence running along the northwest side of 
Queen Street to Beekman or Chapel Street; thence taking 
both sides of said street, to William Street ; thence along 
the southeast side of said street to Burton's corner, oppo- 
site the North Church ; thence down Ann Street to Gold 
Street, including both sides; thence including ditto, to 
Beekman or Chapel Street, including all the streets and 
blocks within the line described. 

No. 18. Begins at the east corner of Chapel or Beek 
man Street, in Queen Street, running along the^ northwest 
side of said street, to Philip Kisskk's corner; thence down 
Vandewater Street, taking in the south side, to Frankford 
Street ; thence through the Tan Yards to Gold Street ; 
thence taking in the southeast side of said street, to Chapel 
or Beekman Street, to Toiten's corner, including all streets 
and alleys within the line described, except the front of 
Chapel or Beekman Street. 

No. 19. Begins at Faulkner's Brew-House, in Queen 
Street ; thence along the west side of said street to the south 
corner of King George Street ; thence along the south side 
of King George Street to William Street, thence along the 
south side of said street to Van Wyck's corner, the east side 
of Beekman Street ; thence from the north corner of Gold 
Street, along the northwest side of said street, to Frankford 
Street; thence along the east side of Frankford Street to 
Vandewater Street ; thence along the north side of said 
street to the Brew-House, or first station, including all the 
streets and blocks within the line described. 

No. 20. Begins at the corner of Mr. John Simons, 
fronting the Old Slip Market, running down to the East 
River; thence from said Simons's, along Queen Street to 
the corner of Smith Richards' s; thence down King Street 
to the East River, taking in Dock and Water Streets 
below. 

No. 21. Begins at Elias Desbrosses's corner, running 
down to the river; thence running from said Desbrosses's 
to Gomes's corner house at Burling's Slip; from thence 
to the East River, taking in the whole block. 

No. 22. Begins at James Parsons' s, down to the river; 
thence from the said Parsons's, along Queen Street till you 
come to the house of Henry Titus, the upper corner of 
Dover Street ; and from thence down to the river, taking 
in the whole block. 

No. 23. Begins at the Widow Van Kemen's corner, and 
so along Queen Street until you come to Rutgers's Street, 
opposite to John Woods, Esq., so down the said street to' 
the corner of James Street at Netus Knapp's; from thence 
down the said street to John De Peyster's house ; thence 
along the river to Elias De Grushe's Wharf, and so up 
Dover Street until you meet at Mrs. Van Kemen's corner 
again. 
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No. 24. Begins at Abraham Parcell's corner house, 
and so along Queen Street to the corner house fronting the 
main road ; from thence up the main road to the corner 
house of John Low, at the upper end of James Street, to 
the corner house of Robert Lacky ; and so up Rutgers 
Street to the place of beginning. 

Ordered, That an election be held in each of said Beats 
for the choice of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, 
four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Clerk, one Drummer, 
and one Fifer, on Tuesday, the 29th day of August instant, 
at ten o'clock in the forenoon, at such place in each Beat 
as the Committees who shall be appointed to preside at the 
said election shall nominate. 

Ordered, That Thomas Randall and Frederick Jay 
preside at said election in Beat in No. 1 : Nicholas Bogart 
and Jacob Van Voorhies in No. 2; William W. Gil- 
bert and Robert Ray in No. 3 ; John White and John 
Anthony in No. 4 ; Abraham Duryee and Abraham P. 
Lott in No. 5 ; John Lasher and Nicholas Hoffman in 
No. 6 ; William Denning and Abraham Brinkerhoff in 
No. 7 ; William W. Ludlow and Peter GoeUt in No. 8 ; 
George Janeway and Lancaster Burling in No. 9; 
Eleazcr Miller and John Broome in No. 10; Daniel 
Dunscomb and Evert Banker in No. 1 1 ; Cornelius P. 
Low and John Reade in No. ] 2 ; William Bedlow and 
Francis Bassett in No. 13; Victor Bicker and Hercules 
Mulligan in No. 14; John Imlay and Gerardus Duyc- 
kinck in No. 15; John Berrian, David Btekman and 
Augustus Van Home in No. 16; Joseph Tottcn and 
John B. Moore in No. 17 ; Petrus Byvanck and William 
Walton in No. 18; Theophilus Anthony and James Des- 
brosses in No. 19; Oliver Templelon and Gerret Kettletas 
in No. 20 ; Gabriel H. Ludlow and John Woodward in 
No. 21 ; Comfort Sands and Nicholas Roosevelt in No. 
22 ; Richard Sharpe and Hamilton Young in No. 23 ; 
Cornelius Clopper and William Seaton in No. 24. 

Ordered, That the above-named Committees do forth- 
with appoint the places of election in their different Beats, 
and summon the inhabitants thereof to meet at such place 
and at the time herein before mentioned, for the purpose of 
electing the Officers aforesaid. And that the said Commit- 
tees do conduct the said elections in the manner directed 
by the above Resolves of the Provincial Congress. 

The Secretary of the Provincial Congress served this 
Committee with an extract of a Letter they had received 
from General Washington, of the 8th August instant, rela- 
tive to a Vessel that arrived at Boston with fresh Provi- 
sions, and other articles, supposed to be from New-York; 
and an Order of the said Congress that the Committee do 
make strict inquiry whether the said vessel did sail from 
hence, and who are the owners and master of said vessel ; 
and report the result thereof to the said Congress. 

Ordered, That John Broome, Frederick Jay and Wil- 
liam Bedlow be a Committee to inquire into the same, and 
report to this Committee with all convenient speed. 

Ordered, That Cornelius P. Low, Cornelius Clopper 
and William Seaton be a Committee to lay out the Out 
Ward in Districts or Beats. 

The Committee met August 25, 1775. Present : Henry 
Remsen, Chairman, and forty-four Members. 

Ordered, That Captain John Lamb and Mr. Cornelius 
P. Low be a Committee, to consult with Captain Willing 
and Captain Wharton, on the most convenient and safe 
passage for the Officers of the Ministerial Troops, their ser- 
vants and baggage, from hence to General Washington's 
camp, and to provide necessary carriages. 

Committee Chamber, New. York, August 28th, 1775. 

All persons having demands on the General Committee 
for publick service, or articles furnished by order of the 
Committee, are hereby desired immediately to bring in 
their accounts, vouched by the persons who employed 
them, to Mr. Robert, Ray, merchant, in King Street. 

By order: Henry Remsen, Dtp. Chairman. 

The Committee met Tuesday, August 29, 1775. Pre- 
sent : Henry Remsen, Chairman, and thirty-nine Members. 
The Sub-Committees appointed to superintend the elec- 



tion of Militia Officers in the different Beats in this City, 
agreeable to the Resolutions of the Provincial Congress of 
the 9th instant, do report as follows, viz: 

Beat No. 1. Peter Stoutcnberg, Captain; Henry 
Brasher, First Lieutenant ; Daniel Marsh, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; James McAtill, Ensign. 

Beat No. 2. Samuel Johnson, Captain ; Marmaduke 
Foster, First Lieutenant ; William Ellsworth, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Jacob Brewer, Ensign. 

Beat No. 3. Mangle Mint horn, Captain ; William 
Cock, First Lieutenant; Jonathan Swigard, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Peter R. Mewinck, Ensign. 

Beat No. 4. James Browne, Captain ; Andrew Losee, 
First Lieutenant ; William Nusham, Second Lieutenant; 
John Belitha, Ensign. 

Beat No. 5. Anthony Lispenard , Captain; James Wes- 
sels, First Lieutenant; Henry Stanton, Second Lieutenant; 
Abraham De Lamaier, Ensign. 

Beat No. 6. Peter Elting, Captain ; William Remsen, 
First Lieutenant ; Barack Hays, Second Lieutenant ; 
Abraham Van Wark, Ensign. 

Beat No. 7. John Roome, Captain; John L. C. Roomc, 
First Lieutenant ; William Wischam, Second Lieutenant ; 
Timothy Wood, Ensign. 

Beat No. 8. Benjamin James, Captain ; John Turner, 
First Lieutenant ; William Peirson, Second Lieutenant ; 
John Burroughs, Ensign. 

Beat No. 9. George Janeway, Captain ; John Walter, 
First Lieutenant ; William Crolius, Second Lieutenant ; 
Thomas Campbell, Ensign. 

Beat No. 10. Garret Abel, Captain ; C. W. Ham, 
First Lieutenant ; Daniel Wickham, Second Lieutenant ; 
Thomas Ten Eyck, Ensign. 

Beat No. 11. Nicholas Low, Captain; John H. Kipp, 
First Lieutenant ; Joseph Cox, Second Lieutenant ; Tho- 
mas Barclay, Ensign. 

Beat No. 12. Peter Berton, Captain ; Robert Benson, 
First Lieutenant ; John King, Second Lieutenant ; Cary 
Dunn, Ensign. 

Beat No. 13. Benjamin Carpenter, Captain ; William 
Turner, First Lieutenant ; David Wolf, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Joseph Winter, Ensign. 

Beat No. 14. George Dominick, Captain ; Pardon 
Burlingham, First Lieutenant; Henry York, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Thomas Van Pelt, Ensign. 

Beat No. 15. Henry Remsen, Captain; John Reade, 
First Lieutenant ; William Denning, Second Lieutenant ; 
Cornelius Ray, Ensign. 

Beat No. 16. Gcr. S. Deivint, Captain ; Nicholas 
Carmer, First Lieutenant ; John Meeks, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Peter Kissam, Ensign. 

Beat No. 17. Richard Fletcher, Captain ; Peter Scher- 
merhorn, First Lieutenant; James Tylee, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Robert Carter, Ensign. 

Beat No. 18. William De Peyster, Jun., Captain ; 
Peter Byvanck, First Lieutenant ; Abraham W. De Peys- 
ter, Second Lieutenant; John Stiles, Ensign. 

Beat No. 19. Nicholas N. Anthony, Captain; Jacob 
Clock, First Lieutenant ; Robert Hodge, Second Lieu- 
tenant; James Johnson, Ensign. 

Beat No. 20. Thomas W. Moore, Captain ; Viner 
Kettletas, First Lieutenant; Daniel McCormick, Second 
Lieutenant; Henry Mitchell, Ensign. 

Beat No. 21. Daniel Phenix, Captain ; Thomas Tucker, , 
First Lieutenant ; John Remsen, Second Lieutenant ; 
Charles Duryee, Ensign. 

Beat No. 22. Nicholas Roosevelt, Captain ; Tobias 
Van Zandt, First Lieutenant ; John Laurence, Second 
Lieutenant ; James Boggs, Ensign. 

Beat No. 23. Daniel Shaw, Captain ; Gerardus Beek- 
man, First Lieutenant ; John Buchanan, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Adolphus De Grove, Jun., Ensign. 

Beat No. 24. John Warner, Captain; John Arding, 
First Lieutenant; Joseph Van Pelt, Second Lieutenant ; 
William Arnold, Ensign. 

Captain Jenkins's examination read. 

On application of Mr. John Kelly, Ordered, That leave 
be given to John Simmons and Gifford Dally to co on 
board of the Asia man-of-war, on business which Mr. 
Ketley has explained to this Board. 
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CAPTAIN LAMB TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, August 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As a considerable uneasiness has arisen 
in the Company which you have honoured me with the 
command of, in regard to their pay not yet being ascer- 
tained, and as it is customary in every country for the 
Artillery to have higher wages than the Companies of 
Foot, on account of their duty being more severe, I shall 
be extremely happy if your honourable Board will conde- 
scend to take the matter into your immediate consider- 
ation, and make such provision for paying them as will 
enable me to proceed with the men I have enlisted, to join 
General Schuyler, at Ticonderoga, without delay. Should 
your Honours think it expedient to adopt the arrangement 
of Rhode-Island, I must beg leave to point out a mistake 
Of two, which, I conceive, has arisen from inadvertence. 
The first is in regard to the pay of the Second Lieutenant 
and Lieutenant fireworker, which, by the above men- 
tioned arrangement, is not equal to the Lieutenants in 
the Foot Companies. The second is, they have rated 
the Bombardiers higher than the Sergeants, which is an 
impropriety; but this appears to me to have been owing 
to a mistake in copying. I have nothing to add, and am, 
with the greatest respect, 

Gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

John Lamb. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Colony of 
New- York. 



SUFFOLK COUNTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 

Suffolk County, August 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Committee of this County are now 
met, to give proper directions for taking the stock from 
Gardiner's and Plumb Islands, according to your direction 
of the 18th instant. It is with the greatest concern that 
we find the troops at the east end of the island are order- 
ed away, whereby we shall be left defenceless. General 
Wooster was prevailed on before the receipt of your letter 
to tarry with his troops a few days. He is now present with 
us, and lets us know that he proposes to depart to-morrow. 
There are now three cutters at the east end of the island 
cruizing, and we must beg leave to inform you that the 
stock on Montauk, Shelter Island and Oyster-pond Point, 
will be in the utmost danger of falling into the hands of the 
enemy ; besides the constant alarms and expense the in- 
habitants of this part of the county will be exposed to, 
unless your honourable House will take our situation un- 
der your consideration, and allow us at least such a num- 
ber of men as may be sufficient to secure those parts from 
the depredations of the enemy. The Companies raised 
here, we presume, will not disobey your orders ; but we 
pray you to consider how destitute we shall be left, when 
our men are gone ; our arms put into their hands and car- 
ried from us. With the advice of General Wooster, we 
have continued to desire the Captains not to march until 
we can send an express to you to let us know whether we 
can have any hopes of relief; and further, we think we 
cannot at present get. off the stock without a sufficient 
guard upon the island. General Wooster informs us that 
he had advice from Governour Trumbull to return to New- 
York, before he received your letter ; and we cannot think it 
could be the design of the Continental Congress, that this 
County should be left in this situation. Colonel Gardiner, 
of Plumb Island, says that Colonel Abijah Willard,\n the 
Ministerial fleet, informed him that they should come again 
and would bring a sufficient force to take the stock from 
Long-Island. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient and humble 
servants. By order: Wm. Smith, Chairman. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, President of the Provincial 
Congress, New- York. 



NEWBURGH COMMITTEE TO NEWtYORK CONGRESS. 

Newburgh, August 22, 1775. 

Honourable Gentlemen : Agreeable to your direc- 
tions of the 9th inst., the Militia Company of the South- 
east District of Newburgh, assembled on the 17th inst., at 
the house of Colonel Jonathan Hasbrouck, and chose by 



plurality of voices of the soldiers of said District, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen for their Militia Officers: Samuel Clark, 
Captain ; Benjamin Smith, First Lieutenant ; James Den- 
ton, Sen., Second Lieutenant; Martin Wygant, Ensign. 
We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants, 
Samuel Sands, 
Moses Higby, 



Two of the Committee. 



NEW-MARLBOROUGH COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
New-Marlborough, August 22, 1775, 

Honourable Gentlemen : Agreeable to your order of 
the last, the Militia Company of the Precinct of New- 
Marlborovgh, being the Northeast District of said Pre- 
cinct, assembled at the house of Zephaniah Woolsey in 
said District, on the 19th of this instant, and made choice 
of the following Officers, living in said District, for the 
Officers of the Militia, by plurality of the voices of the 
soldiers of the said Company, to wit: Mr. Jacob Wood, 
Captain; Mr. Jeremiah Mackey, First Lieutenant; Mr. 
Nathaniel Godspeed, Second Lieutenant ; and Mr. John 
Knowlton, Ensign. 

We are, with the utmost esteem, your very humble ser- 

vants ' Joseph Mory, ) Twq o/ ^ Commi(t ^ 

Solomon W aring, J 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the 
Provincial Congress, now sitting in New-York. 



GENERAL HOWE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Charlestown Camp, August 22, 1775. 
Sir : The men under your command having repeatedly 
fired upon the Officers of His Majesty's Troops, before 
they were returned to the outworks of this Camp, from 
parleys, that have been brought on by your desire : 

I am to request that all further intercourse between the 
two Camps be at an end, your own letters excepted, which 
will be received, if you are pleased to send them by a 
drummer. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

W. Howe. 
George Washington, Esq., Cambridge. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL HOWE. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 23, 1775. 

Sir: I natter myself you have been misinformed as to 
the conduct of the men under my command, complained 
of in yours of yesterday. It is what 1 should highly dis- 
approve and condemn. 

I have not the least objection to put a stop between 
the two Camps, either totally or partially. It obtained 
through the pressing solicitations of persons cruelly sepa- 
rated from their friends and connexions, and I understand 
was mutually convenient. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 



A PROCLAMATION, BY THE KING, FOR SUPPRESSING REBEL- 
LION AND SEDITION. 

George R. 

Whereas many of our subjects in divers parts of our 
Colonies and Plantations in North America, misled by 
dangerous and ill designing men, and forgetting the alle- 
giance which they owe to the power that has protected 
and supported them ; after various disorderly acts com- 
mitted in disturbance of the publick peace, to the obstruc- 
tion of lawful commerce, and to the oppression of our 
loyal subjects carrying on the same ; have at length pro- 
ceeded to open and avowed rebellion, by arraying them- 
selves in a hostile manner, to withstand the execution of 
the law, and traitorously preparing, ordering and levying 
war against us: And whereas, there is reason to appre- 
hend that such rebellion hath been much promoted and 
encouraged by the traitorous correspondence, counsels and 
comfort of divers wicked and desperate persons within 
this Realm: To the end therefore, that none of our sub- 
jects may neglect or violate their duty through ignorance 
thereof, or through any doubt of the protection which the 
law will afford to their loyalty and zeal, we have thought 
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fit, by and with the advice of our Privy Council, to issue 
our Royal Proclamation, hereby declaring, that not only 
all our Officers, civil and military, are obliged to exert 
their utmost endeavours to suppress such rebellion, and 
to bring the traitors to justice, but that all our subjects 
of this Realm, and the dominions thereunto belonging, are 
bound by law to be aiding and assisting in the suppression 
of such rebellion, and to disclose and make known all 
traitorous conspiracies and attempts against us, our crown 
and dignity; and we do accordingly strictly charge and com- 
mand all our Officers, as well civil as military, and all others 
our obedient and loyal subjects, to use their utmost endea- 
vours to withstand and suppress such rebellion, and to dis- 
close and make known all treasons and traitorous conspira- 
cies which they shall know to be against us, our crown 
and dignity; and for that purpose, that they transmit to one 
of our principal Secretaries of State, or other proper offi- 
cer, due and full information of all persons who shall be 
found carrying on correspondence with, or in any manner 
or degree aiding or abetting the persons now in open arms 
and rebellion against our Government, within any of our 
Colonies and Plantations in North America, in order to 
bring to condign punishment the authors, perpetrators, and 
abetters of such traitorous designs. 

Given at our Court at St. James's the twenty-third day 
of August, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, 
in the fifteenth year of our reign. 

God save the King. 



OBDER IN COUNCIL. 



At the Court of St. James's, the 23d day of August, 
1775 : Present, The King's Most Excellent Majesty : 

Whereas His Majesty was pleased by his order in Coun- 
cil, of the 5th of April last, to direct that no person or 
persons whatsoever should at any time during the space 
of six months, to commence from the 19th day of the said 
month of April, presume to transport out of this Kingdom, 
or carry coastwise, any Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or 
Ammunition, (except the Master-General, Lieutenant-Gen- 
ral, or principal Officers of the Ordnance for His Majesty's 
service,) without leave or permission in that behalf first 
obtained from His Majesty, or his Privy Council. And 
whereas there is great reason to suspect thut great fraud 
and collusion have been and may be practised in the ship- 
ping and exportation of Gunpowder, Arms and Ammunition, 
under licenses which Lave been already granted : His Ma- 
jesty doth therefore, by and with the advice of his Privy 
Council, hereby revoke and make void all and every 
license and permission wHich has Tjeen hitherto granted 
for the exportation or carrying coastwise of Gunpowder or 
any sc-rt of Arms or Ammunition ; and doth hereby order, 
require, prohibit, and command, that during the space of 
three months from the date of this His Majesty's order in 
Council, no person or persons whatsoever, (except the 
Master-General, Lieutenant-General, or principal Officers 
of the. Ordnance for His Majesty's service,) do presume, 
without leave or permission in that behalf first obtained 
from His Majesty or his Privy Council, to transport into 
any parts out of this Kingdom, or carry coastwise any 
Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition, or ship or 
lade any Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition on 
board any ship or vessel, in order to transporting the same 
into any' parfsl)eyond[ the. seas, or carrying the same coast- 
wise, Trpoii Train of incurring and suffering the respective 
forfeitures and penalties inflicted by an act passed in the 
twenty-ninth year of his late Majesty's reign, entitled, " An 
Act to empower His Majesty to prohibit the exportation of 
Saltpetre, and to enforce the law for empowering His Majesty 
to prohibit the exportation of Gunpowder, or any sort of 
Arms and Ammunition ; and also to empower His Majesty 
to restrain the carrying coastwise of Saltpetre, Gunpowder, 
oranyTort of Arms or Ammunition." And the Lords Com- 
missioners of His Majesty's Treasury, the Commissioners 
for executing the office of Lord High-Admiral of Great 
Britain, the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, the Master 
General of the Ordnance, and His Majesty's Secretary at 
War, are to give the necessary directions herein as to them 

may respectively appertain. ,-. .-, 

- Stephen Cottrell. 



- ■ Annapolis, August 23, 1775. 

The members of the Committee for this County are 
requested to attend a meeting of the Committee of Ob- 
servation for this County, on Wednesday, the 30th instant, 
to choose, by ballot, seven of the Committee for licensing 
suits in this County, and to appoint proper persons to en- 
list four companies of Minute-Men in this County, agree- 
able to the resolves of the last Convention. 

Signed by order of the Committee: 

G. Duvall, Cleric. 



PETER VAN BRUGH LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, August 23, 1775. 
Sir : The enclosed extraordinary letter is just come to 
my hands by Mr. fValdron; I thought my duty to send it 
to the Congress. And am, Sir, your most obedient ser- 
vant, P. V. B. Livingston. 

To the Vice-President of the Provincial Congress. 

Thursday, 11 o'clock, August 23, 1775. 
To the President and Gentlemen in the Provincial Con- 
gress, New- York : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen : Be pleased to per- 
mit the fair stranger whom the people at home are pleased 
to call the Dutchess of Koningsburgh, Stc, &tc, Sic, 
now on the tour through these most unhappy and distress- 
ed American Colonies. 

We beg leave therefore to waive our most respectful 
compliments in the shades of true esteem and sympathy 
toward you, and request the favour of an interview with 
the President and some of his worthy brothers this after- 
ternoon, at Mr. Adolph Waldron's, and the favour will be 
highly esteemed. 

We also presume to make known that the corqrnission 
of our request is of very great importance, relative to the 
present iinhappy wound which seems to swell" "through 
Great Britain and her Colonies, &tc. 

We solicit you will be pleased to observe, if the above 
commission meets with your approbation to receive, you 
will gain much honour in the end; and we have great 
reason to believe it will raise a glorious balm to sooth each 
unhappy wound, &c. Adieu. 

To Peter V. S, Livingston, Esq. 

N. B. The favour of an answer is requested on the 
point of honour, by the return of Mr. A. Waldron, who 
is the bearer of this. 



COLONEL WILLIAM BAYARD TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Greenwich, 3o'clock, P. M., August 23, 1775. 
Sir: I have my house just now surrounded with a 
number of armed men of the new levies. You would 
oblige me to let me know if they are posted there by order 
of the Congress or Committee, or what the meaning of it 
can be; and you will much oblige my family," who are 
greatly alarmed at it. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

W ILL I AM JB AYARD . 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., Chairman of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

P. S. Just before my house was surrounded, five or 
six people called on Mrs. Bayard, and asked if Captain 
Foy was to dine here. 



Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

Alhany, August 23, 1775. 

Sir: Yesterday I had the honour of receiving your 
favour of the 15th instant. The powder which the re- 
spectable Committee of your City has sent is already ar- 
rived here. You and they, Sir, are equally entitled to my 
best thanks for this mark of attention, 1 shall, With great 
pleasure, order a considerable quantity of lead to be con- 
voyed to Philadelphia immediately. 

We have struggled through that variety of difficulties 
which is ever attendant on a want of method and regulari- 
ty; and although we had not craft to move two hundred 
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men when T arrived at Ticonderoga on the 18th July, and 
had then to repair mills, and send for carpenters to this 
place, it is with pleasure I can inform you we are now able 
to move about thirteen hundred, with twenty days' provi- 
sions, and that we shall very soon make an attempt on St. 
John's, weak as we are in artillery, which I suppose will 
not exceed six nine-pounders. I have two flat-bottomed 
vessels among those we have built; they are sixty feet 
long, and capable of carrying five twelve-pounders each, 
but I can unfortunately mount only one, as I have no car- 
riages. 

I am, Sir, with the most respectful sentiments, your 
obliged, obedient, and very humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable B. Franklin, Esq. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, August 23, 1775. 

Sir : I have the honour to acknowledge your favour of 
the 17th instant, enclosing the resolutions of Congress of 
the 15th, and a copy of General Washington's letter of 
the 10th. 

This morning Mr, Warner was with me for the cloth- 
ing and blankets of the Green Mountain boys. I read 
your resolution to him, and delivered him six sets of war- 
rants, filled up agreeable to the choice made by them: 
the seventh remains blank, as one of the Captains de- 
clined the service. And as these people could not take the 
field without some money to procure blankets and arms, I 
have advanced him five hundred pounds on their pay. 
I did not mention to him your resolution authorizing me to 
appoint the field-officers, as I cannot possibly comply with 
that requisition. The peculiar situation of these people, 
and the controversy they have had with this Colony; or 
with gentlemen in it, renders that matter too delicate for 
me to determine ; and it was in this view that I begged 
that the warrants for the field-officers might be sent me 
complete, which I shall, still hope to receive as soon as 
possible. 

I am at a loss to reconcile the spirit of Mr. Lewis's 
letter (to which J referred in one of mine to you) with 
what you say relative to an hospital in yourJast, By the 
former I was directed to address myself to you in the recess 
of Congress; by the latter it would appear that you have 
received no directions from the Continental Congress re- 
specting this departments This alarms me much, lest you 
should pot be able to decide on the several matters con- 
tained in the letters, copies of which I had the honour to 
transmit you from Ticonderoga. 

Our arms, are of such a variety of bores, and as the balls 
we have were designed only for muskets, we cannot do 
any thing without the bullet moulds, I beg they may be 
forwarded, without delay. 

Immediately on my first arrival at Ticonderoga, I ac- 
quainted Covemour Trumbull that Colonel JJinman's 
regiment wanted tents. 1 have since been informed that 
on the Governour's application you were to furnish them; 
if so, I hope they are on the way up. Half of the troops 
are without tents, and should they not arrive in time, I 
tremble for the consequences, as they must necessarily be 
exposed to the rains and dews, which I fear will make 
dreadful havoek amongst them. 

About seven hundred, Indians are now here, and we 
open trie conference with tlicm to-morrow. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your very obedient humble 
servant, Philip Schuyler. 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President, &c, &ic. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Bead September 13, 1775.] 
Head,Quarters, Cambridge, August, 23, 1775. 

Sir: The enclosed letter came under such a direction 
and circunistjHces as led me to suppose it contained some 
interesting advices, either respecting a supply of powder, 
or the clothing lately taken at Philadelphia; I therefore 
took the liberty of breaking the seal, for which I hope the 
jservice and my motives will apologize. 



As the filling up the place of vacant Brigadier-General 
will probably be of the first business of the honourable Con- 
gress, I flatter myself it will not be deemed assuming to 
mention the names of two gentlemen whose former ser- 
vices, rank and age may be thought worthy of attention 
on this occasion. Of the one, I can speak from my own 
knowledge ; of the other, only from character. The 
former is Colonel John Armstrong, of Pennsylvania : he 
served during the last war in most of the campaigns to the 
southward, was honoured with the command of the Penn- 
sylvania forces, and his general military conduct and spirit 
much approved by all who served with him; besides which, 
his character was distinguished by an enterprise against 
the Indians, which he planned with great judgment, and 
executed with equal courage and success. It was not till 
lately that I had reason to believe he would enter again on 
publick service, and it is now wholly unsolicited and un- 
known on his part. The other gentleman is Colonel Frye, 
of Massachusetts-Bay : he entered into the service as early 
as 1745, and rose through the different military ranks in 
the succeeding wars to that of Colonel, until last June, 
when he was appointed a Major-General by the Congre?? 
of this Province. From these circumstances, together 
with the favourable report made to me of him, I presume 
he sustained the character of a good officer, though I do 
not find it distinguished by any peculiar service. Either 
of these gentlemen, or any other whom the honourable 
Congress shall please to favour with this appointment, 
will be received by me with the utmost deference and 
respect. 

The late adjournment having made it impracticable to 
know the pleasure of the Congress as to the appointment 
of Brigade-Majors beyond the number of three, which 
they were pleased to leave to me, and the service not 
admitting of farther delay, I have continued the other 
three, which I hope their Honours will not disapprove. 
These latter were recommended by the respective corps 
to which they belong as the properest persons for these 
offices, until further direction, and have discharged the 
duty ever since. They are the Majors Box, Scammel, 
and Samuel 'Brown. 

Last Saturday night we took possession of a hill consi- 
derably advanced beyond our former lines, which brought 
on a very heavy cannonade from Bunker's Hill, and after- 
wards a bombardment, which has been since kept up with 
little spirit on their part, or damage on ours. The work 
having been continued ever since Is now so advanced, and 
the men so well covered, as leave us under no apprehen- 
sions of much farther loss. In this affair we had killed one 
Adjutant, one volunteer, and two privates. The scarcity 
of ammunition does not admit of our availing ourselves 
of the situation as we otherwise might do; but this evil, 
I hope, will soon be remedied, as I have been informed oj 
the arrival of a large quantity at New-York, some at New- 
London, and more hourly expected at different places. I 
need not add to what T have already said on this subject, 
our late supply was very seasonable, but far short of our 
necessities. . . . .. : .:' _ 

The late adjournment of the honourable Congress having 
been made before my letter of the fourth instant was re- 
ceived, I must now beg leave to recall their attention to 
those parts of it which respect the provision for the winter, 
the reduction of the troops, the double commissions under 
different establishments, and Colonel Gridley's appoint- 
ment of Major-General. IrT all which I hope to be hon- 
oured with their commands as soon as possible. 

The Advocate-General lias sent me a memorial respect- 
ing his service, which I have the honour to enclose, (No. 
1,) and from the variety and multiplicity of duty in a new 
Army, as well as his regular service and attendance, lam 
induced to recommend hjm tp ilie further notice of the 
honourable Congress. 

The treatment of our officers, prisoners at Boston, in- 
duced me to write to General Gage on that subject ; his 
answer and my reply I have the honour to lay before the 
Congress, in the enclosures Nos. 2_, 3, 4. Since which. I 
have heard nothing from him. 

I remain, with the greatest respect and regard, Sir, your 
most obedient and very bumble servant, 

George Washington. 
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[No. ].] 

WILLIAM TUDOR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

August 23, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: At the time I had 
the honour of your Excellency's appointing me to the office 
of Judge Advocate to the Array, ray unacquaintedness with 
the nature of the department rendered me an incompetent 
judge of its duties. The experience I have since had 
convinces me that I am engaged in a service extensive, 
laborious and important. I must therefore beg, Sir, your 
indulgence while I mention some particulars which, I pre- 
sume, will satisfy your Excellency that the conclusion I 
may deduce from them is not unreasonable. 

I have your Excellency's orders, through the medium 
of the Adjutant-General, to attend every General Court- 
Martial, both those of the line and each Brigade, through- 
out the Army, and to see that there is a fair copy of the 
entire proceedings in each case made out, to be reported 
to the Commander-in-Chief. The number of offences 
made cognizable by a General Court-Martial only, the 
large Army here, and the extent of the camp, (ten miles 
at least,) in each quarter of which my duty demands my 
attendance, unitedly render my station arduous and diffi- 
cult. The number of trials which have been reported 
to your Excellency within six weeks past will, I believe, 
justify this assertion. 

It is not only expected that I give the proper orders for 
procuring the evidence, and putting all matters in such a 
train that the Court may have nothing else to do than to 
hear the witnesses and form a judgment, but that I also 
analyze the evidence and state the questions that are in- 
volved in it for the opinion of the Court. But I mean not 
to detain your Excellency by a tedious detail. It is suffi- 
cient to" acquaint you that I am obliged to act as Advocate, 
Register and Clerk, for a stipend of twenty dollars a month, 
without the least assistance or a single perquisite of office. 

In the British Army General Courts-Martial sit only in 
capital cases, or for the trial of commissioned officers. The 
Judge Advocate there is allowed ten shillings sterling per 
day, besides drawing pay as an officer. This duty is easy, 
because the strict discipline maintained among regular 
troops make General Courts-Martial but rare. 

Almost every day since my appointment, a General 
Court-Martial has set in one or other part of the camp. A 
Court at Roxbury adjourned for six days successively, be- 
cause my duty would not permit me to leave Cambridge. 
This must frequently be the case while I am without an 
assistant. I will no longer trespass on your Excellency's 
time, than to beg that a representation of this office may 
be made from the Commander-in-Chief to the honourable 
Continental Congress, who, I am informed, were entirely 
unacquainted with the business of this department, espe- 
cially in an American Army. The information they may 
receive from your Excellency on this subject, will doubt- 
less prevail with them to affix a salary something more 
adequate to the service. Should they not, I shall be under 
a necessity of begging your Excellency's permission to 
resign an employment, trie duties of which leave me with- 
out an hour to call my own, and the pay of which will not 
afford a maintenance. 

I am, with profound respect, your Excellency's most 
obedient humble servant, William Tudor. 

His Excellency George Washington, Esq. 

[No. 2.] 
GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL GAGE. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 11, 1775. 

Sir: I understand that the officers engaged in the cause 
of liberty and their Country, who, by the fortune of war, 
have JaUen_into your hands, have been thrown indiscrimi- 
nately into a common jail appropriated for felons ; that no 
consideration has been had for those of the most respect- 
able rank, when languishing with wounds and sickness; and 
that some of them have been even amputated in this un- 
worthy situation. Let your opinion, Sir, of the principle 
which actuates them be what it may, they suppose they 
act from the noblest of all principles — a love of freedom 
and their Country. But political opinions, I conceive, are 
foreign to this point. The obligations arising from the 
rights of humanity and claims of rank, are universally bind- 



ing and extensive, except in case of retaliation. These, 
I should have hoped, would have dictated a more tender 
treatment of those individuals whom chance or war had 
put in your power; nor can I forbear suggesting its fatal 
tendency to widen that unhappy breach, which you and 
those Ministers under whom you act have repeatedly de- 
clared you wished to see forever closed. 

My duty now makes it necessary to apprise you that, 
for the future, I shall regulate my conduct towards those 
gentlemen who are or may be in our possession, exactly 
by the rule you shall observe towards those of ours now in 
your custody. If severity and hardship mark the line of 
your conduct, painful as it may be to me, your prisoners 
will feel its effects. But if kindness and humanity are 
shown to ours, I shall with pleasure consider those in our 
hands only as unfortunate, and they shall receive from me 
that treatment to which the unfortunate are ever entitled. 

I beg to be favoured with an answer as soon as possible, 
and am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

George Washington. 
His Excellency General Gage, 

[No. 3.] 
GENERAL GAGE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Boston, August 13, 1775. 

Sir : To the glory of civilized Nations, humanity and war 
have been compatible, and compassion to the subdued is 
become almost a general system. Britons, ever pre-emi- 
nent in mercy, have outgone common examples, and over- 
looked the criminal in the captive. Upon these principles, 
your prisoners, whose lives by the laws of thejand are 
destined to the cord, have hitherto been treated with care 
and kindness, and more comfortably lodged than the King's 
Troops, in the hospitals, indiscriminately it is true, for I 
acknowledge no rank that is not derived from the King. 

My intelligence from your Army would justify severe 
recrimination. I understand there are some of the King's 
faithful subjects, taken some time since by the Rebels, 
labouring like negro slaves to gain their daily subsistence, 
or reduced to the wretched alternative to perish by famine, 
or take arms against their King and Country. Those who 
have made the treatment of the prisoners in my hands, or 
of your other friends in Boston, a pretence for such mea- 
sures, found barbarity upon falsehood. 

I would willingly hope, Sir, that the sentiments of libe- 
rality, which I have always believed you to possess, will 
be exerted to correct these misdoings. Be temperate in 
political disquisition, give free operation to truth, and pun- 
ish those who deceive and misrepresent, and not only the 
effects, but the causes of this unhappy conflict will be re- 
moved. Should those under whose usurped authority you 
act, control such a disposition, and dare to call severity 
retaliation, to God, who knows all hearts, be the appeal for 
the dreadful consequences. I trust that British soldiers, 
asserting the rights of the state, the laws of the land, the 
being of the Constitution, will meet all events with becom- 
ing fortitude. They will court victory with the spirit their 
cause inspires, and from the same motive will find the 
patience of martyrs under misfortune. 

Till I read your insinuations in regard to Ministers, I 
conceived that I had acted under the King, whose wishes, 
it is true, as well as those of his Ministers, and of every 
honest man, have been to see this unhappy breach forever 
closed ; but, unfortunately for both Countries, those who 
long since projected the present crisis, and influence the 
councils of America, have views very distant from accom- 
modation. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
George Washington, Esq. Thomas Gage 

[No. 4.] 
GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL GAGE. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August ID, 1775. 

Sir: I addressed you on the 1 1th instant in terms which 
gave the fairest scope for the exercise of that humanity 
and politeness which were supposed to form a part of your 
character. I remonstrated with you on the unworthy treat- 
ment shown to the officers and citizens of America whom 
the fortune of war, chance, or a mistaken confidence, had 
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thrown into your hands. Whether British or American 
mercy, fortitude and patience are most prominent; whether 
our virtuous citizens, whom the hand of tyranny has forced 
into arms to defend their wives, their children, and their 
property, or the mercenary instruments of lawless domina- 
tion, avarice and revenge, best deserve the appellation of 
Rebels, and the punishment of that cord which your affect- 
ed clemency has forborne to inflict ; whether the authority 
under which I act is usurped, or founded upon the genuine 
principles of liberty, were altogether foreign to the subject. 
I purposely avoided all political disquisition ; nor shall I 
now avail myself of those advantages which the sacied 
cause of my Country, of liberty and human nature, give 
me over you, much less shall I stoop to retort and invec- 
tive. But die intelligence you say you have received from 
our Army requires a reply. I have taken time, Sir, to 
make a strict inquiry, and find it has not the least founda- 
tion in _ truth. Not only your officers and soldiers have 
been treated with a tenderness due to fellow-citizens and 
brethren, but even those execrable parricides, whose coun- 
sels and aid have deluged their Country with blood, have 
been protected from the fury of a justly enraged people. 
Ear from compelling or permitting their assistance, I am 
embarrassed wjth the numbers who crowd to our camp, 
animated with the purest principles of virtue and love of 
their Country. You advise me to give free operation to 
truth, to punish misrepresentation and falsehood. If expe- 
rience sTamps value upon counsel, yours must have a weight 
which few can claim. You best can tell how far the con- 
vulsion which has brought such ruin on both Countries, 
and shaken the mighty Empire of Britain to its founda- 
tion, may be traced to these malignant causes. 

You affect, Sir, to despise all rank not derived from the 
same source with your own. I cannot conceive one more 
honourable, than that which flows from the uncprrupted 
choice of a brave and free people — the purest source and 
original fountain of all power. Far from making it a plea 
for cruelty, a mind of true magnanimity and enlarged ideas 
would comprehend and respect it. 

What may have been the Ministerial views which have 
precipitated the present crisis, Lexington, Concord and 
Charlestown can best declare. May that God to whom 
you then appealed, judge between America and you. 
Under his providence, those who influence the councils 
of America, and all the other inhabitants of the United 
Colonies, at the hazard of their lives are determined to 
hand down to posterity those just and invaluable privileges 
which they received from their ancestors. 

I shall now, Sir, close my correspondence with you, 
perhaps forever. If your officers, our prisoners, receive a 
treatment from me different from what I wished to show 
them, they and you will remember the occasion of it. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

George Washington. 
General Gage. 



,!•.■'. ,^ ;(J ; rr.tf ,!, GENERAL ORDERS. * 

Head. Quarters, Cambridge, August 5, 1775. 

(Parole, Westminster.) {Countersign, Richmond.) 

For the establishment of order and to prevent disputes 
between Officers, as well as for fixing a regular and proper 
distribution of the Commissions of the Continental Army, 
part of which are already arrived from the Congress, and 
the rest hourly expected, it is Ordered that a meeting of 
the Field-Officers of each Brigade be held to-morrow morn- 
ing, at eight o'clock, as near as may be to the centre of 
the encampment of each Brigade, who are to choose by 
ballot one out of their body to represent them in forming 
a Court, for the adjustment and final settlement of — 

First. The rank of the Regiments of the Continental 
Army, and numbering of each Regiment accordingly. As 
all differences and distinctions are now to be laid aside, 
the Regiments of the several Provinces that form the 
Continental Army are to be considered no longer in a 
separate and distinct point of view, but as parts of the 
whole Army of the United Provinces. 

Secondly. The rank of all the Field-Officers of all the 
Regiments forming the Continental Army. 

Thirdly. The rank of all the Captains, Subalterns and 
Staff-Officers, And as doubts may arise which cannot be 



determined by the six Field-Officers so chosen by ballot, 
they are hereby directed to choose by ballot one Briga- 
dier-General, who will preside as Moderator of the Court, 
for finally settling the rank of all the corps and all the com- 
missioned officers that compose the Army of the United 
Colonies. This Court being duly constituted and appoint- 
ed, are to sit on Monday morning next, at Deacon Jones's, 
in Cambridge. 

The Church to be cleared to-morrow, and the Rev. Mr. 
Doyles will perform divine service therein at ten o'clock. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 7, 1775. 
(Parole, Newcastle.) (Countersign, Maiden.) 

Captain Kilton, of Col. Patterson's Regiment, tried by 
a General Court-Martial for "neglect of duty," is found 
guilty of a breach of the forty -ninth article of the Rules and 
Regulations for the Massachusetts Army- They therefore 
sentence him to receive a severe reprimand from the com- 
manding officer, at the head of the Regiment. 

Application having been made for Sutlers to supply the 
different Regiments with necessaries, the Commander-in- 
Chief has no objection to each Colonel appointing one for 
his particular Regiment, provided the publick is not to be 
taxed with any expense by the appointment; and provided 
also, that each Colonel doth become ansvverable for the 
conduct of the Sutler so appointed ; and taking care that 
he conform strictly to all orders given for the regulation of 
the Army, and that he does not in any instance attempt to 
impose upon the soldiers in the price of their goods. No 
officer, directly or indirectly, is to become a Sutler. 

It is in an especial manner recommended to the command;- 
ing officer of each Regiment to see that a store of shoes 
and shirts are laid in for the .men, as those are at all times 
necessary. The General also recommends it to the Colo- 
nels to provide Indian boots or leggings for their men, in- 
stead of stockings, as they are not only warmer, and wear 
longer, but, by getting them of a colour, contribute to 
uniformity in dress, especially as the General has hopes of 
prevailing with the Continental Congress to give each man 
a hunting-shirt. . _ 

For the future no Return is to be delivered tpjhe Adju- 
tant-General that is not signed by the commanding officer 
of the Regiment or Corps, specified by the Return ; and it 
is expected that the commanding officers of Regiments 
do not receive any Return from their Adjutants, unless he 
at the same time presents the said commanding officer 
with a particular Return, signed by the respective Captains 
of Companies in the Regiment he commands. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 8, 1775. 
(Parole, Portsmouth.) (Countersign, Northumberland.) 

As the number of absent sick, by the last returns, is 
astonishingly great, it is ordered that the name of each man, 
absent under that pretence, be given in by the commanding 
officer of each Regiment, and signed by him, setting forth 
the town which each particular soldier is gone to, that the 
Committee thereof may be applied to, to inspect into the 
nature of their complaints, and make report of those who 
are fit for duty. 

It has been intimated to the Generaiikiijp_rne officers, 
under pretence of giving furloughs to men recovering from 
sickness, send them to work upon their farms, for their own 
private emolument, at the same time that the publick is 
taxed with their pay, if not with their provisions. These 
insinuations being but obliquely made, the General is un- 
willing to believe that any officer can be so lostio all sense 
of honour, as to defraud the publick in so scandalous a 
manner, and therefore does not at present pay any further 
regard to the insinuation than to declare, that he will show 
no favour to any officer who shall be found guilty of such 
iniquitous practices, but will do his utmost endeavours to 
bring them to exemplary punishment, and the disgrace due 
to such malconduct. 

The following is the ration of provisions allowed by the 
Continental Congress unto each soldier, viz : 

One pound of fresh beef, or three-quarters of a pound 
of pork, or one pound of salt fish, per diem. 

One pound of bread or flour, per diem. 

Three pints of peas or beans, per week, or vegetables 
equivalent, at five shillings per bushel for peas or beans. 

One pint of milk per man, per diem, when to be had. 
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Onehalf pint of rice, or one pint oilndian meal, per man, 
per week. 

One quart of spruce beer, per man, per diem, or nine 
gallons of molasses, per Company of 100 men. 

Three pounds of candles to 100 men, per week, for 
guards, &c. Twenty-four pounds of soft, or eight pounds 
of hard soap for 100 men per week. 

One ration of salt, one ditto fresh, and two ditto bread, 
to be delivered Monday morning. Wednesday morning 
the same. 

Friday morning the same, and one ditto salt fish. All 
weekly allowances delivered Wednesday morning. Where 
the number of Regiments is too many to serve the whole 
the same day, then the number to be divided equally, and 
one part served Monday morning, the other part Tuesday 
morning, and so through the week. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 9, 1775. 

(Parole, Rochester.) (Countersign, Plymouth.) 

The commanding officer of each Regiment or Corps is to 
send a return at orderly time, to-morrow, to the Adjutant- 
General, of the number of tents or boards which are want- 
ed to cover the men, that they may be provided as soon 
as possible. They are also to give in the names of such of 
their men who neither have received blankets, or who lost 
them in the engagement on Bunker's Hill. 

As there are several vacancies in the different Regiments, 
inhere are any particular gentlemen who signalized them- 
selves in the action on Bunker's Hill, by their spirited 
behaviour and good conduct, and of which sufficient proof 
is adduced to the General, he will, in filling up the com- 
missions, use his endeavours to have them appointed (if not 
already commissioned) to some office, or promoted if they 
are ; as it will give him infinite pleasure at all times to re- 
ward merit, wherever it is to be found. 

Colonel Learned's Regiment to join Gen. Thomas's 
Brigade, and Col. Huntington's to join General Spencer's 
Brigade. 

Captain Ballard, of Colonel Frye's Regiment, tried 
by the late General Court-Martial, for "profane swearing, 
and for beating and abusing his men." The Court find 
tbe prisoner guilty in two instances of profane swearing, 
and of beating his men ; and therefore sentence him to 
pay a fine of four shillings for each offence. 
- Captain Jesse Saunders, of Col. Sergeant's Regiment, 
tried by the late General Court-Martial, for " frequent- 
ly drawing more provisions than he had men in his Com- 
pany to consume ; for forcing the sentry, and taking away 
a gun, the property of William Turner, and threatening 
the life of Sergeant Connor, cocking and presenting his 
gun at him when in the execution of his duty." The 
Court are unanimously of opinion that the prisoner is guilty 
of the whole of the charge exhibited against him,. and 
unanimously adjudge that he be forthwith cashiered. The 
General approves the above sentences, and orders them to 
be put in immediate execution. 

To-morrow, the Rules and Articles, formed by the Hon- 
ourable the Continental Congress for the government of 
the Troops of the twelve United Colonies, will be deliver- 
ed out, to be distributed through the several corps of the 
Army. They are to be signed by the several officers of 
each Regiment, beginning with the Colonels, and then by 
the soldiers, in the blank leaves left for that purpose ; and 
after they are so subscribed, they are to be deposited with 
the Captain of each Company. If there are any officers 
or soldiers who refuse to sign them, their names, and the 
Companies and Regiments to which they respectively 
belong, are to be reported to the Commander-in-Chief, 
without delay. 

Mr. John Goddard is appointed by the Commander-in- 
Chief, Wagon-Master General to the Army of the twelve 
United Colonies, and is to be obeyed as such. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 10, 1775. 
(Parole, Schuylkill.) (Counti rsign, Richmond.) 

It is a matter of exceeding great concern to the General 
to find, that at a time when the united efforts of America 
are exerting in defence of tbe common rights and liberties 
of mankind, that there should be in an Army constituted 
for so noble a purpose, such repeated instances of officers 



who, lost to every sense of honour and virtue, are seeking 
by dirty and base means the promotion of their own dis- 
honest gain, to the eternal disgrace of themselves and 
dishonour of their Country. Practices of this sort will 
never be overlooked, whenever an accusation is lodged, but 
the authors brought to the most exemplary punishment. 
It is therefore much to be wished that the example of 
Jesse Saunders, late Captain, in Col. Sergeant's Regi- 
ment, will prove the last shameful instance of such a 
grovelling disposition ; and that for the future every officer 
for his own honour and the sake of an injured publick, will 
make a point of detecting every iniquitous practice of this 
kind ; using their utmost endeavours in their several capa- 
cities to lessen the expense of the war as much as possi- 
ble, that the great cause in which we are struggling may 
receive no injury from the enormity of the expense. 

The several Paymasters are immediately to ascertain 
what pay was due to the different Regiments and Corps 
on the first day of this instant, that each man may receive 
his respective due as soon as the money arrives to pay 
them. It is earnestly recommended that great exactness 
be used in these settlements : First, that no man goes 
without his pay ; and next, that not one farthing more be 
drawn than what is justly due. After this the pay may 
be drawn once a month or otherwise, as shall be found 
most convenient; in the mean while, the soldiers need be 
under no apprehension of getting every farthing that is 
justly their due. It is therefore expected that they do 
their duty with that cheerfulness and alacrity becoming 
men who are contending for their liberty, property, and 
every thing that is valuable to freemen and their posterity. 

Heau-Quartors, Cambridge, August 11, 1775. 
(Parole, Tunbridgc.) (Countersign, Sfjunnturn.) 

Complaints having been made by the inhabitants to the 
east of Watertown, that their gardens are robbed, their 
fields laid waste, and fences destroyed, any person who 
shall for the future be detected in such flagitious, wicked 
practices, will be punished without mercy. 

The Commander-in-Chief has been pleased to appoint 
Stephen Moylan, Esq., to be Muster-Master General to the 
Army of the United Colonies. He is in all things touching 
his duty as Muster-Master General, to be considered and 
obeyed as such. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 13, 1775. 
(Parole, Williamsburgh.) (Countersign, Torrington.) 

A General Court-Martial to set to-morrow morning to 
try Col. John Mansfield, of the Massachusetts Forces, ac- 
cused by three of his officers of high crimes and misde- 
meanors. One Brigadier-General and twelve Field-Officers 
to compose the Court. 

President — Brigadier-General Green. 

Members — Col. James Reed, Col. Patterson, Col. 
James M. Varnum, Col. Woodbridge, Lt. Col. Wyman, 
Lt. Col. March, Lt. Col. Holdon, Lt. Col. Miller, Major 
Cudworth, Major Sawyer, Major Butterick, Major Angell. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 14, 1775. 

(Parole, Tork.) (Countersign, Tarmouth.) 

Major Thomas Miffiin is appointed Quartermaster- 
General to the Army of the United Colonies. He is to 
be obeyed as such. 

As the Troops are all to be mustered as soon as possible, 
tbe Muster-Master General, Stephen Moylan, Esq., will 
deliver the commanding officer of each Regiment thirty 
blank muster rolls, upon Friday next, and directions for 
each Captain how he is to fill up the blanks. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 15, 1775. 
(Parole, Arlington.) (Countersign, Bedford.) 

David Henly, Esq., is appointed Brigade Major to Gen. 
Heath's Brigade. 

John Trumbull, Esq., is appointed Brigade Major to 
General Spencer's Brigade. 

Richard Carey, Esq., is appointed Brigade Major to the 
Brigade commanded by the eldest Colonel. 

Thomas Chase, Daniel Box, and Alexander Scammell, 
Esqrs.,are appointed to continue to do the duty of Brigade 
Majors to the Brigades they respectively belong. 
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Edmund Randolph and George Baylor, Esqs., are ap- 
pointed Aids-de-Camp to the Commander-in-Chief. All 
and every of the above named gentlemen to be obeyed in 
their respective capacities. 

--■-The Quartermaster General is, without delay, to exa- 
mine the encampments and coverings of the different Regi- 
mentSLand Corps ; to see that those which are not designed 
to remain in houses, are provided as soon as possible with 
tents or boards sufficient for their accommodation; at the 
g.ame.time.he.js ,tp Jake care .to prevent any unnecessary 
waste of the latter, and to put a stop to the officers build- 
ing such large houses as some of them are doing, unless 
they are intended for the accommodation of a number 
sufficient to fill them, or are to be built at their own ex- 
pense. But no large house to be placed near any of the 
redoubts or lines. 

In addition to the order of the 4th instant, the Colonel 
or commanding officer of each Regiment and Corps is to 
cause an exact account to be taken (by his Captains) of 
the number of cartridges which each man is possessed of, 
and at evening, at roll calling, have them examined, as di- 
rected in the said order ; when, if any are wanting, and can- 
not be accounted for, the delinquent, over and above the 
punishment due to his offence, is to be charged with the 
deficiency, and so much of his pay stopped accordingly. 

-• !) Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 16, 1775. 

(Parole, Cumberland.) (Countersign, Dunstable.) 

Captain Eleazer Lindsey, of Col. Gerrish's Regiment, 
tried by a General Court-Martial for "absenting himself 
from his post, which was attacked, and abandoned to the 
enemy." The Court on consideration are of opinion that 
Captain Lindsey be discharged the service, as a person 
improper to sustain a commission. 

John Parke, Esq., is appointed an Assistant to the 
Quartermaster General. He is to be obeyed as such. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 17, 1775. 
(Parole, Exeter.) (Countersign, Falkland.) 

Thomas Chase, Esq., is to continue to do duty as Major 
of Hrigade to Brigadier General Thomas's Brigade. 

Mr. Ezekiel Cheever is appointed Commissary of Artil- 
lery stores. The Quartermaster General, Commissary 
General, and Commissary of Artillery, are to make exact 
returns of all the stores, provisions and necessaries of every 
kind, within their several departments. And they are to 
lose no time in collecting the several articles which may 
be in the hands of Committees, or other persons, into their 
immediate care ; and they are to be answerable for the dis- 
posal of them. 

The Commanding Officer of Artillery is to see that all 
the ordnance stores are faithfully collected, and put under 
the care of the Commissary of Artillery ; and the Com- 
missary of Artillery is to see that all the powder, lead and 
flints, are placed in the magazine appointed to receive 
tliem. ~'\ ; ' 

, The Muster-Master General, Stephen Moylan, Esq., to 
proceed as expeditiously as possible in mustering the troops, 
and when he has delivered his blank rolls to the several 
Regiments and Corps, he is to fix the days for musterinfr 
each Brigade, with the Adjutant-General, who will give 
directions accordingly. 

The Army being regularly brigaded, and a Major of 
Brigade appointed and fixed to each Brigade, they are to 
keep an exact roster of duty for the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers and soldiers of their respective Brigades. 
The Adjutant-General will assist them with the best form 
of a roster, and earnestly recommends the use thereof. 
All duties of honour begin with the eldest officer of each 
rank, and duties of fatigue with the youngest. Each Major 
of Brigade will forthwith fix upon a proper spot, as near as 
can be to the centre of the Brigade, for a general parade 
of the Brigade, where all parties, with or without arms, are 
to be regularly paraded and marched off in presence of the 
Major of Brigade ; and- the General expects that the Ma- 
jors of Brigades are not only alert, but exact in the per- 
formance of this duty. 

The Court-Martial ordered for the trial of Col. Mans- 
field to sit to-morrow morning at eight o'clock, at the Col- 
lege Chapel ; and for the trial of Col. Gerrish. All evi- 
dences and persons concerned to attend the Court. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 18, 1775. 
(Parole, Gloucester.) (Countersign, Hartford.) 

John Conner, of Captain Oliver's Company, Colonel 
Doolittle's Regiment, tried by a General Court-Martial for 
" stealing a cheese," the property of Richard, Cornell, is 
found guilty of the charge, and adjudged to receive thirty- 
nine lashes upon his bare back. The General approves 
the sentence, and orders it to be executed at the relieving 
the main guard, at the head of the two guards. 

Joseph Matthews, of Captain Ptrkins's Company of 
Artillery, tried by the same General Court-Martial, for 
" selling his gun, which the Selectmen of his town had 
given him, and drawing pay for a blanket furnished by said 
Selectmen." The Court sentence the prisoner to receive 
ten lashes upon his bare back, and order twelve shillings to 
be stopped from his pay, to repay Captain Perkins for the 
blanket. The General approves the sentence, and orders 
it to be executed at the head of the guards, where the Com- 
pany the prisoner belongs to is posted. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, August 19, 1775. 

(Parole, Jersey.) (Countersign, Kendal.) 

Col. Samuel Gerrish, of the Massachusetts Forces, tried 
by a General Court-Martial, of which Brigadier General 
Green was President, is unanimously founcT guilty of the 
charge exhibited against him, that "he behaved unworthy 
an officer; and that he is guilty of a breach of the forty-ninth 
article of the Rules and, Regulations of the Massachusetts 
Army. The Court therefore sentence and adjudge the said 
Col. Gerrish to be cashiered, and rendered incapable of any 
employment in the American Army. The General ap- 
proves the sentence of the Court-Martial, and orders it to 
take place immediately. 



Head-Quartera, Cambridge, August 20, 1775. 
(Parole, Lebanon.) (Countersign, Mansfield.) 

In obedience to the orders of the 5th instant, the Briga- 
dier General, and Field-Officers chosen by ballot, have 
made report to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
of the final settlement of the rank of all the Regiments 
and Officers in the Army of the United Colonies. The 
General entirely approves of the proceedings of the Briga- 
dier and the Field-Officers, and thanks them in this publick 
manner for the great pains and care they have taken in 
establishing a point of so much importance to the Army. 
His Excellency strictly commands all officers and soldiers 
to pay all due obedience to the regulations so established. 
The Adjutant-General will deliver to each Major ol 
Brigade, this day at orderly time, a copy of the rank ot 
the Regiments, of the Field-Officers, and of the Officers 
in every Regiment, in their respective Brigades. 

A Court of Inquiry to sit this day, at three in the after- 
noon, to examine into the reasons for a complaint exhibited 
against Col. Ebenezer Bridge. President, Brig. General 
Heath. Col. Prescott, Col. Sergeant, Col. Woodbridge, 
Lt. Col. Johonnot, Members. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 21, 1775. 
(Parole, Norfolk.) (Countersign, Oporto.) 

The Court of Inquiry ordered to sit yesterday, upon 
Colonel Ebenezer Bridge, to sit this day at three o'clock, 
P.M. 

Michael Berry, tried by a late General Court-Martial, 
for " stealing a hat from Captain Waterman," is found 
guilty; and sentenced to receive thirty lashes ; but, in con- 
sideration of his long confinement, the General pardons 
the prisoner. 

General Sullivan's Brigade to be mustered to-morrow. 
The Muster-Master General to begin with the Regiment 
posted on the left of the lines, exactly at six o'clock; with 
the next Regiment on the left at seven, and so on until the 
whole are mustered. The field and staff officers of each 
Regiment are to be mustered in the eldest Captain's Com 
pany; and such as were draughted to the Regiment of Artil- 
lery are to be mustered only to the day they were draughted : 
the Regiment of Artillery to muster them from that time. 

A Sergeant, Corporal and nine men to mount guard to- 
morrow morning, at Mr. Fainweather's house, lately con- 
verted into an hospital. The Sergeant to receive his orders 
from Dr. Church, director of the hospital. 
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Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 22, 1775. 
(Parole, Porttmouth.) (Conntersigrn, Quincy.) 

As the muster rolls cannot be properly prepared before 
Saturday next, the General defers the mustering of the 
Brigades upon the left of the lines until next Monday, 
when the mustering the whole will take place without in- 
terruption. 

Captain Pearl, of Col. Woodbridge's Regiment, tried by 
a General Court-Martial for " defrauding his men of their 
pay." The Court are unanimously of opinion that the 
complaint is in no part supported ; and being vexatious 
and groundless, acquit Captain Pearl, and order the chief 
complainant, Daniel Davids, to be confined. 

The General does not mean to discourage the practice 
of bathing, whilst the weather is warm enough to continue 
it, but he expressly forbids any persons doing it at or 
near the bridge in Cambridge, where it has been observed 
and complained of, that many men, lost to all sense of 
decency and common modesty, are running about naked 
on the bridge, whilst passengers, and even ladies of the 
first fashion in the neighbourhood, are passing over it, as if 
they meant to glory in their shame. The guards and sen- 
tries at the bridge are to put a stop to this practice for 
the future. 

The Director-General of the Hospital having complain- 
ed that the sick under his care are not only incommoded 
by a promiscuous resort of soldiers to the rooms, but greatly 
injured by having improper things carried to them to 
eat, at the same time that many disorders under which the 
sick are suffering may be by them contracted and spread 
in tbe_ camp by means of this intercouse, it is therefore 
ordered that this improper visitation be put a stop to for 
the future. No non-commissioned officer or soldier to be 



admitted into the hospital hereafter without the leave of the 
Surgeon then in attendance, or by a written license from 
the Colonel, or commanding officer of the Regiment they 
belong to ; in either of which cases the friends of the sick, 
and all those who have any real business with them, will 
never be denied the privilege and satisfaction of visiting. 

Representations being made to the Commander-in-Chief 
that officers are frequently seen in Cambridge and Water- 
town, and in the towns and villages round the camp, without 
any leave of absence previously obtained, and contrary to 
all good discipline and order; and as such irregularity at 
this time may be productive of the worst of consequences, 
the General directs the commanding officers of Corps to 
be particularly attentive to the behaviour of all their officers, 
and without favour or affection, confine any officer who is 
absent from the camp or lines, where he is posted or en- 
camped, without leave in writing first had and obtained 
from the General commanding the Brigade ; and the com- 
manding officers are strictly enjoined to put in arrest any 
officer who shall for the future disobey this order. When 
officers set good examples it may be expected that the 
men will with zeal and alacrity follow them, but it would 
be a mere phenomenon in nature to find a well disciplined 
soldiery where officers are relaxed and tardy in their duty; 
nor can they with any kind of propriety or good conscience 
set in judgment upon a soldier for disobeying an order, 
which they themselves are every day breaking. The 
General is exceeding sorry to find occasion to give such 
repeated orders on this head, but as the safety of the Army 
and salvation of the country may essentially depend upon 
a strictness of discipline and close attention to duty, he 
will give no countenance, nor show any favour, to delin- 
quents. 



General Return of the Army of the United Colonies, commanded by his Excellency George Washington, Esquire 
General and Commander-in-Chief, Head-quarters at Cambrdige, August 18, 1775. 



Regiments. 



1. Colonel Frye's 

2. Colon er Thompson's 

3. Colonel Reed's 

4. Colonel Loarned's , 

5. Colonel Nixon's 

6. Colonel J. Brewer's 

7. Colonel Stark's 

8. Colonel Fellows's 

9. Colonel D. Brewer's 

10. Colonel Prescott's 

11. Colonel Poor's 

12. Colonel Varnum's 

13. Colonel Parsons's 

14. Colonel Hitchcock's 

15. Colonel Church's 

16. Colonel Cotton's 

17. Colonel Little's, 

18. Colonel TSanielson's 

19. Colonel Mansfield's 

20. Colonel Read's, of Uxbridge 

21. Colonel Glover's , 

22. Colonel Walker's 

25. Colonermntcomb's .' 

24. Colonel Doolittle's , 

25.. Colon el Woodbridge's , 

26. Colonel Palerson's 

27._ Colonel .Bridge's , 

28. Colonel Sergeant's , 

29. Colonel Huntingdon's ,., 

30. Colonel. Scammon's 

31. Colonel Phinney's 

32. Colonel Ward's , 

33: CoIoSeT^WyTTcy's.... , 

34. Colonel Storrs's 

35. Colonel Bailey's 

36. Colonel Greaton's 

37 Late Colonel Gardner's 

38, Late Colonel Gerrish's.. 

Two Companies in Colonel Hinman's Regi- 
ment, and four Independent Companies. . 



Officers present. 



Commissioned. 



10 
8 
8 
9 

10 
9 
6 

10 
8 
6 
6 
7 

10 
6 

H 
6 
8 
8 
6 

11 
9 
7 

U 
7 
9 
4 

8 

7[ 

7i 

4 

s 

5 
10 



6 12 



Total 31 32 362981506180 "15 35 ! 3736 351345^662 14442 2218 1006 220 1 



Non-com 

missioned. 



29 
36 
30 
40 
34 
34 
38 
38 
36 
43 
26 
28 
47 
23 
17 
40 
28 
42 
29 
33 
37 
28 
43 
33 
26 
41 
36 
36 
35 
36 
37 
40 
52 
45 
40 
23 
24 
38 

24 



13 

11 
16 
20 
18 
20 
20 
1 

20 
15 
15 
20 
27 
16 
10 
20 
14 
18 
13 
15 
11 
14 
14 
15 
19 
16 
20 
18 
22 
18 
20 
17 
31 
28 
17 
13 
9 
16 

12 



Rank and File. 






301 

713 

295 

406 

307 

209 

343 

367 

363 

329 

391 

308 

598 

342 

341 

356 

394 

351 

352 

3G9 

437 

301 

360 

226 

109 

411 

358 

333 

325 

386 

368 

360 

620 

675 

420 

254 

243 

427 

394 



59 

96 

40 
65 
59 
100 
76 
56 
56 
98 
60 
118 
42 
19 
42 
44 
74 
39 
43 
17 
89 
48 
75 
52 
53 
39 
42 
72 
32 
71 
44 
182 
80 
42 
25 
2.6 
43 



38 

44 

6 

40 

42 

20 

8 

4 

45 

9 

32 

17 

12 
83 
11 
54 
21 

8 
43 
57 
56 
18 
23 
53 
11 
37 
12 

8 
46 

6 

20 
46 
41 
35 



52 

62 

3 

2 

43 

40 

8 

10 

1 

66 

27 

16 

43 

36 

98 

47 
37 
52 
20 

6 
24 
12 
77 

3 
15 
10 



33 
95 

141 
95 



174 



Wiiiiting to 
compkti*. 



456 
713 
502 
459 
417 
356 
516 
460 
435 
436 
569 
401 
771 
445 
399 
511 
528 
491 
484 
497 
502 
442 
493 
369 
261 
506 
468 
403 
434 
443 
451 
452 
856 
864 
485 
476 
406 
509 



394 



19060 



42 



44 



41 
83 

144 
1 

40 
65 

114 



24 



59 

16 

3 

58 
57 
131 
175 
44 
32 
97 

57 
49 
48 
19 
16 
15 
24 
94 



Since last Return 



29 



11 



1 3 



18 
3 

19 
19 
4 
4 
2 
7 



1 
11 

11 

7 
3 
1 

16 
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Horatio Gates, Adjutant- General. 
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Cambridge, August 26, 1775. 

Return of the Regiment of Artillery in the service of 
the United Colonics, commanded by Colonel Richard 
Gridley. 



Fit for duty 

Sick, present.... 

Sick, absent 

On furlough 

Dead 

Deserted. 

Total... 



1 1 



1 1 



■2- e- 



2 8 






17 



18 



•21122 
2 
2 
1 



20 26 



53 



4317 
4 
3 
1 



52 



239 

15 

9 

5 

1 



269 



440 

25 

23 

8 

1 

2 

499 



cations of the Congress to His Majesty. I am convinced 
that nothing is further from the desires of the gentlemen 
who compose it, than to separate themselves from their 
allegiance to their Sovereign, or their subordinate connec- 
tion with their Mother Country. I believe they sincerely 
wish for an end of these unhappy troubles, in which, while 
all are distressed, they must be the first and greatest suf- 
ferers. It were greatly to be desired that Ministers could 
meet their pacifick dispositions with a temper correspond- 
ing to them. On these principles I heartily wish you suc- 
cess in your laudable endeavours for the restoration of 
peace, and the reconciliation of our fellow-subjects to their 
Sovereign. 

I have the honour to be your most obedient and hum- 
ble servant, Edmund Burke. 



N. B. Two Cadets not included in the above. 

Return o f the Company of the Train of Artillery of the 
" "Rhode-Island" Forces, commanded by Major John 
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RICHARD PENN AND ARTHUR LEE TO LORD DARTMOUTH. 

Mr. Lee and Mr. Penn present their respects to Lord 
Dartmouth, and enclose a copy of an humble and earnest 
Petition, from the Continental Congress in America, to the 
Kino-. They mean, with Lord Dartmouth's permission, to 
waitTon his Lordship on Wednesday next, at noon, with the 
original, for his Lordship to present to His Majesty. 

Gardon Court, Middle Temple, August 21st, 1775. 

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, Secre- 
tary of State for America. 

LORD DARTMOUTH TO RICHARD PENN AND ARTHUR LEE. 

Lord Dartmouth presents his compliments to Mr. Rich- 
ard Pemi and Mr. Lee; he has just received by the post 
their note or the 21st inst., which would have been sent to 
him by express, if it had been known at his office tljit they 
had any commands for him ; Lord Dartmouth haying left 
orders there that he should be sent for whenever fnj pre- 
sence should be required in Town. He wilj jeturn to 
London in a day or two, and will not fail to inform Mr. 
Penn and Mr. Lee of his arrival. ,-.,.., 

Sandwell, 24th August, 1775. 

EDMUND BURKE TO ARTHUR LEE. 

Beconsfield, August 22, 1775. 

Sir: I am honoured with your letter of the 21st inst., 
informing me of the time on which you purpose to wait on 
Lord Dartmouth, with the Petition of the American Con- 
gress. 

I should be happy to attend you on that occasion, as 
you desire, if I were in the slightest degree authorized 
to do so by the Colony which I represent.. I have been 
chosen Agent by the General Assembly of Neiy- York. 
That Assembly has actually refused to send Deputies to 
the Congress ; so that, if I were to present a petition in 
the character of their agent, I should act not only with- 
out, but contrary to the authority of my constituents. 
Whilst I act for them, it is not possible for me, in my 
transactions with the Boards or Ministers, to divest myself 
occasionally of that character. 

"This, and this only, is my reason for not obeying your 
commands, I do approve' exceedingly of all dutiful appli- 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED 
LONDON, AUGUST 24, 1775. 

There are some more Regiments to be sent from Ireland 
directly to America, and transports are taking up to go to 
Holland, to take Hanoverians from thence (o Minorca, 
and to take the garrison of that place to Ireland. Im- 
mense quantities of artillery, bombs and stores of all kinds, 
are shipping here. Two days ago I dined with Mr. 
R . . . n, in company with a gentleman that does the 
business for the contractors, and find by him the Ministry 
think of removing the seat of war to the Southern Pro- 
vinces, and to take possession of Long-Island, to establish 
themselves there, thinking by that means to be more secure 
in the winter, and better supplied with" TresF provisions ; 
and doubt not but that they will taSe possession of all the 
islands on the coast of New-England for the same pur- 
pose, and fortify them all. There are now building a num- 
ber of flat-bottomed boats, to carry out with the transports, 
which will land forty men, or thereabouts, at a time, moun- 
ting a number of swivels. 

If the American Army should defeat the Ministerial, I 
think that it will then be the time to make proposals for 
the restoring of peace and harmony ; but if they should 
defeat the Americans, and the Canadians join them, which 
God forbid, I doubt there will be no such thing as to obtain 
peace on constitutional principles. Give not up; be steady 
and determined, and you will obtain what you want. 

Some days ago sundry vessels arrived here from New- 
foundland, without being able to continue their fishing 
voyage for want of provisions. Bread has not been sold for 
less than forty shillings to fifty shillings this year, and four 
pounds per hundred has been offered, and could not get it 
even for that, the whole island being affrTallowance ; this 
has already made much noise, and gentlemen on Change 
curse the Poolemen, for they say it was owing to them that 
the restraining act took place. The West-Indies will next 
cry out ; Ireland will soon be in the greatest distress : T)ar- 
rel staves are now twelve pounds per thousand, and I heard 
Mr, R , .... n, say to one of the contractors, that barrel 
staves would be this year two shillings higher than ever. 
What they will do for flax-seed I know not, but it is little 
matter whether they have it or not, when they cannot sell 
their linens at London now at any rate. England begins to 
feel sensibly, and the tools of Admlnislratlon liave* been 
down to sundry manufacturing towns to quiet the people, 
telling them it will be all settled in less thajLsix months, on 
a better and more solid foundation than; ereryund that there 
will be no more obstructions to trade ; distributing large sums 
of money to their tools : but this will notliold always, the 
poor will not be quieted by such speeches, when they will be 
ready to perish for want of bread. By next spring it is 
thought things willbave another face. _ TheTLing is obsti- 
nate, and has said sundry times that he would not wear the 
Rritish Crown if the Americans did not. acknowledge the 
supremacy of the Rritish Parliament. May the reign of 
all your enemies be short, and their memory be covered 
with sharn? and cqntempt. 

I heard the_gentleman that does the business for the con- 
tractors say, that the Ministry have thoughts of declaring 
all your negroes free, and to arm them ; T)ut I told them 
negroescqyld not read proclamations, and that the Ameri- 
cans would march them back, and perhaps arm them all that 
they could trust : pray lay this matter before the Congress 
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respecting the negroes; you know the great numbers in the 
Southern Provinces; if got in arras against you, it would 
much embarrass you. I told the gentleman if the Ministry 
act in that way they would be worse than barbarians. 

The Ministerial writers are continually publishing in 
favour of their Army ; two days ago it was in the papers 
that Burgoyne had marched round by Roxbury undiscov- 
ered, and attacked the American Army in their trenches, 
and routed them, killing fifteen hundred : but this is now 
found false. They complain of killing too great a propor- 
tion of their officers ; but I told him it was fair fighting to 
take an enemy up and down, as they could. He said that if 
the ^mm'cans did not fight openly, but from behind trees and 
ditches, that the Army would give no quarters; I told him 
that would produce the same treatment from the Americans. 

The following account I had from one in office: five 
thousand men are at this time to be sent to New- York, 
and in the course of the winter to be augmented to twelve 
thousand from Gage's Army ; five sail of men-of-war are 
already sailed, and sundry men are gone in them who 
know the country, and are to go in disguise through it, in 
order to burn and destroy the furnaces that cast cannon 
and military stores. The livery of the soldiers is to be 
green, faced with red ; it is said that fourteen thousand 
suits are already sent to Canada, with blankets and pre- 
sents for the Indians, in order to get them to join the Min- 
istry; Albany, Crown Point and Ticonderoga are to be 
taken and garrisoned, that a free communication may be 
kept up with Canada, and that the communication between 
the Northern and Southern Colonies may be cut ofT. I hope 
they never will effect this; the greatest care must be taken 
to prevent the Indians joining them. One Browne, who 
was an officer in the last war. has gone over to engage them. 

What will you do for intelligence from hence, if your 
ports are all shut ? I think sundry vessels ought to be per- 
mitted to go to each of the West-India Islands, on purpose 
that a communication may be kept up between the Colo- 
nies and England, otherwise you will be totally ignorant 
of what is designed against you here. 



LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON TO HIS FRIEND IN 
THE AMERICAN CAMP. 

London, August 24, 1775. 

I am greatly pleased, and also greatly affected by your 
letter: the times are full of danger and distress, and such 
times as we could never have expected. This horrid civil 
war astonishes all Europe, and will be both the wonder 
and execration of future ages. The Americans, however, 
will be fully acquitted by all impartial historians, for it 
must always be confessed that their moderation has been 
beyond all _example for men that were previously deter- 
mined not to be enslaved. But what will be said of our 
King, our Ministry, and our Parliament? Can there 
be found ink black enough to record their crimes ? for 
surely no crimes can be of a deeper dye than premeditated 
murder ; and such it most certainly is, in all the abetters 
of the Ministerial mandates ; wherefore, as St. Paul says, 
"may the Lord reward them according to their works." 

I congratulate you most sincerely on the success that 
has hitherto attended the Provincials, a success the more 
elating to me, as it was in some degree unexpected ; for 
though I doubted not the justice of your cause, nor had the 
least suspicion of your courage as individual?, yet some- 
thing more goes to the gaining of a battle in the open 
field; and I must confess I did fear that the first onset of 
the Regulars would have made such an impression that 
your Troops must have given way ; I am sincerely glad it 
has proved otherwise, and I prophesy that the brave Pro- 
vincials will give additional proofs both of courage and 
discipline in every future engagement. 

But after all I am rather hurt by this dela) , and was in 
hopes before now to have heard that they were in posses- 
sion of Boston. What is the occasion of their procrastina- 
tion? Do the_ Americans think it unfair to attack the few 
Troops that are there, and wish for a more equal combat ? 
or do they wait the event of the Petition from the Con- 
gress? Believe me when I assure you, that if some capital 
stroke is not struck during the present campaign, your 
cause will suffer greatly, as you may rest assured that no 
accommodation is intended from hence, however you may 
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be amused with pretensions of that sort, but, on the con- 
trary, when matters are a little riper for it, all the powers 
of hell are to be let loose upon you ; and if you find it diffi- 
cult to dislodge six thousand men from their holds, how 
will you repulse twenty thousand ? For so many will cer- 
tainly come, and some of them very shortly. 

On our part we can do nothing but rail at the Govern- 
ment, without taking one step towards righting ourselves, 
or assisting you. Oppressed as we are by the Tory Minis- 
try, who are supported by a venal Parliament, and nearly 
equally divided without doors, what remains for us, but to 
curse our own luxury and effeminacy, and to look back 
with astonishment at the Pyms and Hampdens of former 
times — characters which we have not virtue to imitate. 

It is with pleasure I hear that you are so forward in your 
works of saltpetre and gunpowder. You offer nohle pre- 
miums of encouragement, and they must be continued, as 
no price should be spared for so essential an article. 

I am informed that a blustering Proclamation is coming 
out, declaring the Americans to be in a state oT rebellion. 
Names cannot alter the nature of things, and I apprehend 
that wise men will pay very little regard to the peremptory 
orders of a despotick Ministry, when unsupported by the 
Constitution. 

I write to many of my friends by this conveyance; some 
of them may possibly have sealed your glorious cause with 
their blood before this reaches you. Peace and glory to 
their respected shades! As for myself, though Tam no 
soldier, be assured in all confidence that I shall not cease 
to wish well to American liberty, nor fail to give more 
signal proofs of my attachment to the support of it, than 
mere wishes, when a suitable occasion presents itself. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WM. H. DRAYTON AND WM. 
TENNENT TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY FOR SOUTH-CAROLINA, 
DATED AT FORD's, ON THE ENOREE, AUGUST 24, 1775. 

The most perfect good order prevailed with the peo- 
ple, who heard us with much attention. But Kirkland 
treated the Congress, the Committee, the Council, and our- 
selves, with the highest insolence. Nay, he was on the 
point of assaulting Mr. Drayton; and in all probability 
would have done it, which would. have brought on blood- 
shed,* but that the pressure of the people about Mr. Dray- 
ton gave him to understand that an attack made by him 
would be premature. Imagine every indecency of lan- 
guage, every misrepresentation, every ungenerous and un- 
just charge against the American politicks that could alarm 
the people, and give them an evil impression of our designs 
against their liberties and the rights of Ureat Britain ; 
imagine all you can on these points, and you will not ex- 
ceed what we heard, as well from Kirkland as from Brown. 
Our indignation was painful, for we were obliged to conceal 
it ; and our situation was as disagreeable as you can well 
conceive. Brown loudly declared, that when the King's 
Troops arrived, he would join them against us; and he 
hoped every other person in these parts would do the 
same. ■ ; 

We have the pleasure, however, to inform you, that 
the address from the people of England to the people of 
America appears to have lost its credit. Brown read it; 
but he had but few hearers: we did not think it worth our 
while to attend to it, or say one word in answer to it. 

We waited so long for the assembling of the people, 
and the discourses and pamphlet took up so much time, 
that no election could be held. This day fortnight is ap- 
pointed for the holding of it. 

Kirkland and the Cunninghams appeared here with 
arms, sword and pistol. Their intention did not appear 
good, and the very small audience clearly manifests that 
the sentiments of the party continue inimical. However, 
we have acquired several of FletchaWs Captains. 

There was a subscription of the Association — about 
seventy names — but most of these persons had already 
signed, and now again signed in order to give a good 
example. We shall be at Ninety-Six Court-House on 
Sunday; and from thence we shall shape our course to 
Amelia. 

* On this progress, Mr. Drayton always had about his person a dirk 
and a pair of pocket pistols, for the defence pf .his .life, and. for pro- 
tecting himself from insult. 

17 
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ZEBtTLON BUTLER TO ELLIS HUGHES. 

Westmoreland, August 24, 1775. 

Friend Hughes : It is reported that you and the peo- 
ple near Fishing Creek refuse to allow any of our people 
to settle on the vacant lands in your neighbourhood under 
the Connecticut claim. You must know that we are fully 
determined peaceably to settle the vacant lands in the Sus- 
quehannah Purchase, under this Colony. Any interrup- 
tion on your part will be properly resented. It is far from 
our wish or desire to molest any of your settlers during the 
continuation of their respective leases, provided they are 
peaceable and quiet subjects ; and we expect that our set- 
tlers will be so treated by you and your people. The laws 
and ordinances of this Colony must be duly observed by 
our settlers ; neither may you molest or disturb them there- 
in ; neither may you touch their persons or their properties, 
as yomvill answer your conduct to the laws of this Colo- 
ny and the executive courts therein. We wish peace and 
a good understanding between us and you ; but you must 
not expect we will give up our right or relinquish our 
claim, or by any means stop our settlements to make room 
for you and your people to fill up the vacant lands upon 
our purchase. 

Therefore, relying upon your honourable observance 
of the premises, beg leave to subscribe myself, your old 
friend, Zebulon Butler. 

Ellis Hughes, Esq. 

To be communicated to your settlers. 



have killed a good many of them, as they heard a great 
crying among them, and they directly put off to the ship. 
Our militia behaved with a good deal of spirit, and turned 
out extraordinarily well. What will be the consequence 
of this unhappy affair God only knows. 

My dear friend, the scene is now opened here; we know 
what we have to depend upon. Every friend to his Coun- 
try ought not to hesitate a moment what step to take. I 
just learn Captain Vandeput was not on board this last 
night, and that they have sent a party of the Light-Horse 
to take him and our Governour into custody, who are at 
Long-Island . I am very much fatigued, having been on 
guard these two last nights. 



EXTRACT of a letter FROM NEW- YORK TO a gentleman 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED AUGUST 24, 1775. 

Yesterday our Congress directed that the cannon on the 
Battery should be removed, and last night it was put in 
execution. The man-of-war's folks had got intelligence of 
it, and sent her barge to watch. Our people had removed 
nine or eleven (it is uncertain which) of the cannon with- 
out molestation ; then a man in the stern of the barge 
made a false fire. This happened about half-past twelve 
last night. The barge's people then fired ball; upon 
which" ours, Who had got together, were ordered to fire ; 
which they did, and continued it till the barge got out of 
their r each . From the cries and shrieks of the people 
on board the barge, it is thought some of them are much 
wounded. While the small-arms were firing, the man-of- 
war began; she fired first a single ball, then a ball and 
grape shot ; afterwards several guns, (1 don't know what 
they were loaded with,) and then a broadside. We had 
more guhsand another broadside before all was over; how- 
ever, 'fjflr jreopTe effected their purpose, and got away all 
the cannon that we mounted, I believe about twenty in 
number. As w_e had nothing but small-arms we could do 
no damage to the man-of-war, and she did very little to 
us. TThouse nest to Roger Morris's and Samuel Fran- 
«sVat trie coraerof the Exchange, each had an eighteen- 
pdUn^TjaTT'sIiot'Tntb their roofs ; some other houses suffer- 
ed a little, but the principal damage was sustained by some 
small buifdTngs adjoining the Battery. No lives were lost, 
and but very few of our people wounded, that I can learn 
of, and those, but slightly. It was very distressing to see 
women and children moving half naked at midnight. 

. -.- J; r.i v^;a^ .* i 

EXTRACT OF ANOTHER LETTER FRONT NEW-YORK, DATED 
AUGUST 24, 1775. 

• We were suddenly alarmed this morning about half-past 
twelve o'clock, by the Asia, man-of-war, cannonading our 
Town, both with grape-shot and ball ; which continued 
until three o'clock, with short intervals, without doing 
much damage, except firing into some houses near the fort, 
and wounding three or four of our men. I learn it hap- 
pened in the" following manner: A party of our Light- 
Infantry and citizens, about sixty, were busy in removing 
the cannon from the Battery, when they were discovered by 
the people on board, who sent their boat on shore armed. 
When they came within twenty or thirty yards of the 
shore they made a signal to the man-of-war, who imme- 
diately fired upon our people, which was answered by a 
volley from the barge, without doing execution, as our men 
were all under cover of the Battery. They returned the 
fire immediately upon the barge, and it is supposed must 



New-York, August 28, 1775. 
The Provincial Congress having resolved that the can- 
non should be removed from the Battery, a number of citi- 
zens collected for that purpose last Wednesday evening; 
and part of the Provincial Artillery, under the command 
of Captain John Lamb, were posted on the Battery, to 
prevent the landing of any party from the Asia, man-of- 
war, to annoy them while at work. When. they marched 
down, which was about eleven o'clock, they observed one 
of the above ship's barges lying at some distance from the 
shore, where she continued upwards of an hour; then she 
got under sail, and fired a musket at the men that were 
posted on the Battery. This was immediately returned 
by a smart fire of musketry from the Artillery, and a few 
of the Independent Light-Infantry, belonging to Colonel 
Lasher's Battalion, that were likewise posted there for the 
above purpose. Soon after this the ^sia^fired ^hree can- 
non, when our drums beat to arms, which alarmed the in- 
habitants; when they had assembled she began a heavy 
and smart fire of nine, eighteen and twenty-four-pounders, 
and some grape-shot, succeeded by a discharge of mus- 
ketry from the Marines, but without doing any other mis- 
chief than damaging the upper part of several houses near 
the fort and White Hall, and wounding three men. Not- 
withstanding the fire from the Ada, the citizens effected 
their purpose, and carried off twenty-one pieces of cannon, 
being all that were mounted on carriages. Since this dis- 
turbance the women and children have been continually 
moving out of town, with their most valuable effects. 

In consequence of the above procedure, his Worship 
the Mayor received the four following Letters from Captain 
Vandeput, which were answered ; 

"Asia, August 24, 1775. 
" After the event of last night, I think it necessary to 
inform you, that having information that it was intended by 
some people in New-York to take away the guns from the 
Battery, which, as stores belonging to the King, it was my 
duty to protect, I sent a boat to lie near the shore to watch 
their motions. Soon after twelve they began to move the 
guns from the Battery, which being observed by the officer 
in the boat, he left his station to come on board to inform 
me thereof; but being perceived from the shore, he was 
fired upon by a great many musketry, by which one of the 
men in the boat was shot dead. My duty called upon me 
to repel an attack of this sort, as well as to defend the 
guns, which occasioned me to fire upon the Battery. I 
acquaint you with this that the people of the Town may 
not imagine it is my intention to do them any hurt, which 
I wish as much as possible to avoid ; but if they will per- 
sist in behaving in such a manner as to make .their safety 
and my duty incompatible, the mischiefs that may arise 
must He at their doors, and not mine. .An. answer is de- 
sired. I am, &.C., G. Vandeput. 
" To the Mayor and Magistrates of Neio- York." 

" Asia, August 24, 1775. 
"Gentlemen: Whereas a boat belonging to His Ma- 
jesty's Ship Asia, under my command, was, between 
twelve and one o'clock this morning, fired upon by a num- 
ber of people from the walls of the City, by which firing 
one man in the said boat was shot dead ; and whereas His 
Majesty's cannon, mounted upon the walls, were about, 
that time and afterwards, taken off from thence, the perpe- 
trators of which are guilty of the crimes expressed in the 
statutes for such offences; this is to require; at the hands 
of the Magistrates, due satisfaction for these high misde- 
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meanours, as I must otherwise look upon these acts, not as 
acts of rioters, but as done by the whole community. I 
wrote a letter to you this morning, to which I have not re- 
ceived an answer. I must, therefore, inform you, that if 
you do not think proper to send some answer to this, as 
soon as may be reasonably expected, I shall look upon 
your silence as a negative to my requisition, and shall take 
such measures as may seem necessary to me accordingly. 
" I am, &,c, G. Vandeput. 

"To the Mayor and principal Magistrates." 

"Asia, North-River, August 25, 1775. 

" Sir : I received a letter from you last night, in which 
you said that you would this morning send me an explicit 
answer to my former letters. As you certainly have had 
sufficient time to make every necessary inquiry, I am to de- 
sire you will send me your answer upon the receipt of this. 

" I am, Sir, your very humble servant, 
« To W. Hicks, Esq." " G " Vandeput. 

"Asia, North.River, August 25, 1775. 

" Sir : I have just now received yours ; in return to which 
I am to acquaint you that the musket fired from our boat 
was fired as a signal towards the ship, and not at the Bat- 
tery, as the people in the boat will likewise make their 
affidavits of. You say you are at a loss to account how 
my duty could oblige me to fire upon the city, in defence 
of those guns, in the seat of civil government ; and you 
add, that you can neither account for my inducement, half 
an hour after the return of the boats and the removal of 
the cannon, for firing a broadside at the Town at large. 
You surely cannot doubt its being my duty to defend 
every part of the King's stores, wherever they may be : 
for this purpose I fired upon the Battery, as the only means 
to prevent the intentions of the people employed in re- 
moving the guns. For a considerable time I thought they 
had desisted from their purpose, till their huzzaing and 
their firing from the walls upon the ship convinced me to 
the contrary ; this occasioned the broadside to be fired, 
not at the city at large, but as the most effectual method 
to prevent their persisting in their pursuit, which it were 
impossible I could tell they had effected. I have no more 
to add, but that I shall persist in doing what I know to be 
my duty ; in the doing which I shall, if possible, avoid 
doing hurt to any one. 

" I am, Sir, your humble servant, 
" To W. Hides, Esq." " G - Vandeput. 



three, one lost the calf of his leg, the other two were 
slightly wounded, notwithstanding grape-shot, swivel-shot, 
eighteen and twenty-four pounders were fired. I am told 
people are moving their goods this morning. 



EXTRACT OJL AJLETTER FROM NEW-YORK TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED AUGUST 28, 1775. 

Thursday night we expected a repetition of Wednesday 
night's scene: women, children and goods were removed ; 
all quiet at night. Friday, more expectations, and more 
removals ; the Governour returned from the country, and 
went in person and took in writing a particular account of 
the damage done ; our Congress offered him a guard, but 
he said he had such confidence in the affections of his 
fellow-citizens, that he thought any further security unne- 
cessary, and declined the offer. He called the Council 
that afternoon. Saturday, people continued to move ; the 
Governour desired a conference with our Congress, Com- 
mitteeand military officers ; it was granted. He made a 
speech to them, told them it made his heart bleed to meet 
so many people on the road moving from the city with their 
effects; that they had all the power of the city in their 
hands, begged they would use it prudently ; that violent mea- 
sures would only widen the breach, and cause the destruc- 
tion of the city; we had got the cannon in our own power, 
and desired _ we would move them no further; that if 
troops should come from Boston, we would hear of it time 
enough to move them, but declared upon bin honour he 
knew of none coming, Stc. &tc. 

Notwithstanding the cannonading, we got off twenty -one 
good eighteen pounders, with carriages, empty cartridges, 
rammers, sponges, &c. &c. The Captain of the man-of- 
war behaved like a rascal in attacking the Town in the dead 
of the night, when it was unprepared for defence; however, 
the people collected on the Battery, and behaved well ; we 
killed, according to Vandeput's own account, one of his 
men in the barge ; he killed none of ours — only wounded 



EDMUND FANNING TO NEW- YORK: CONGRESS. 

New-York, August 24, 1775. 
Sir : I am informed that Mr. Malcolm Mclsaac, steward 
to Governour Tryon, is confined in the upper barracks, and 
in the absence of his Excellency, wish to know whether it 
is by order of the Provincial Congress, and if so, that I 
may be made acquainted with the proper measures to be 
pursued in order to obtain his releasement. 

I am, with respect, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Edmund Fanning. 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Provin- 
cial Congress. 

WESTCHESTER COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Borough and Town of Westchester, August 24, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, appointed a Sub-Committee to in- 
spect the election of Militia Officers for the said Town, do 
most humbly certify, that the following persons were chosen 
this 24th day of August, 1775, by a majority of voices 
duly qualified for that purpose, agreeable to the resolutions 
of the honourable Congress abovesaid, viz : John Oakley, 
Captain ; Nicholas Berrien, First Lieutenant ; Isaac Leg- 

fett, Second Lieutenant ; Frederick Philipse Stevenson, 
insign. m tt n 

° Ihomas Hunt, J 

James Fouse, > Committee. 
Lewis Graham, ) 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Colony of 
New- York. 

colonel Clinton's orders to the different commit- 
tees IN THE COUNTY OF DUTCHESS. 

August 24, 1775. 
To the different Committees in the County of Dutchess : 
Gentlemen: Please to deliver to Dr. Samuel Cook, 
or Lieutenant John Langdon, or any of them, what arms 
you may collect for the use of Captain Dubois and Cap- 
tain Billings's Companies in my Regiment, agreeable to a 
resolve of the Provincial Congress of New-York, dated 
August 8th, 1775, and take their receipts for the same, and 
you will oblige, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

James Clinton, Colonel. 

A copy of the Receipt of John Langdon, Lieutenant. 

August 29, 1775. 
Received of Mr. Jacobus Swartwout, Chairman of the 
Committee of Observation for the Precinct of Rumbouts, 
by the hands of Captain Jacob Griffin, forty Guns, amount- 
ing in the whole to eighty-one rounds, eight Shillings, 
which were purchased by said Committee for the use of the 

Continental Army. T r r . 

' John Langdon, Lieutenant. 

Since the foregoing and before the signing, have receiv- 
ed one Gun of Jacob Dubois. — Price £l 15s. 

August 25, 1775. 
Received of the Committee of Rumbout's Precinct, by 
the bands of Isaac Hegeman, nine Muskets, amounting to 
£22 15s. ; which they have purchased agreeable to a 
resolution of the Provincial Congress, for the use of 
Captain Dubois and Captain Billings's Companies. 

James Clinton, Colonel. 
A true copy : Dirck G. Brinkerhoff, Chairman. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Oyster-Ponds, August 24, 1775. 

Sir : I have sent Mr. Shaw two hundred pounds of pow- 
der according to order. The Committee of Suffolk County 
have desired me to remain here for a few days, till they can 
hear from their Provincial Congress, to whom they have sent 
an express, with their desire that the three Companies raised 
upon this part of the island, who have received orders to 
march to Ticonderoga, may remain upon this station. As 
we know not what use we may have for powder, and as I 
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before informed your Honour, I lent two hundred pounds of 
my own stock to the Provincial Congress, I think it unsafe 
under our present situation to return the whole. I expect by 
next Monday to sail for New-York. Your Honour well 
knows the suspicious light in which the New- York Congress 
are viewed by the rest of the Continent ; I must therefore beg 
of your Honour to alter that part of your orders to me, in 
which you subject me to the direction of that body of men. 
I have no faith in their honesty in the cause. 1 must, 
therefore, think it not only a disgrace to me, but a dishon- 
our to my employers, that 1 am subjected to them. You 
know not, Sir, half their tricks. Your Honour will be good 
enough to direct to me at New-Haven, where I expect to 
stop a day or two, and if I am not there to be forwarded to 
Harlem. 

I am, with great truth, your Honour's most obedient, 
humble servant, 



David Wooster. 



To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 
Camp at Cambridge, August 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Several letters from Philadelphia having 
mentioned the capture of Major French and some other 
gentlemen, and that you proposed to send them forward to 
this camp, General Washington has directed me to request 
that you would order them to Hartford, or some other in- 
land Town, as their coming hither would be attended with 
many inconveniences. 

If there, have been any late arrivals of powder, it is of 
the utmost importance to forward, as soon as possible, all 
that can be spared from the necessary defence of the Pro- 
vince. It is not within the limits or propriety of a letter 
to enumerate our difficulties in the article of ammunition. 
The late supply was very seasonable, but far short of our 
necessities.^^ 

It js alsotfie General's opinion that the clothing lately 
interceptea snould be secured, or forwarded hither as soon 
as 'jidssToIe. The Army is in a very destitute situation in 
this relpect, and such a supply would greatly relieve it. 

ITiave jbe Tionour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
and very Tiumble servant, Jos. Reed. 

Tq t the ^Honourable Committee of Safety, Philadelphia. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OP SAFETY TO GENERAL SUL- 
LIVAN. 
. ',. 'i ,,, In Committee of Safety, August 24, 1775. 

Sir : We haye sent down a man to endeavour to gain a 
little further acquaintance with the best method of con- 
structing carriages for cannon. We should be glad, Sir, if 
you would be kind enough to introduce him to those per- 
sons and things that will forward him in his business, and 
to whatever you may judge may help an ingenious man to 
be useful to us. We hope he may have a full opportunity 
of viewing whatever will conduce to this purpose. 

By some late intelligence we have great reasons to fear 
that Portsmouth is in danger. We beg to know whether 
some powder cannot be spared ; if possible, let us know 
whether we canuot have fifty or one hundred barrels. If 
we can have powder, Sir, we mean immediately to erect 
some fortifications to defend the harbour. 

The powder sent to the Army on our frontiers is distri- 
buted among the people, and, perhaps, by some ill man- 
agement, has reduced our stores to about eight or ten bar- 
rels„at,most, so that any quantity that can be spared us 
will be acceptable, though much less than the above quan- 
tity; though we could wish that, as we intend immediately 
to erect a considerable fortification to guard our harbour. 



CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Wednesday, August 2, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Govemour and Committee or Coun- 
cil of Safety, this day, present the same Members as at 
the last. 

Sundry Letters, received by his Honour since the last 
meeting, were communicated. 



The Committee appointed at the last meeting about the 
Armed Vessels, &c, having performed the journey, he, 
business to which they were directed and instructed, made 
a full verbal report of their journey, viewing, conversa- 
tion, and doings concerning Armed Vessels, &,c. Sic., what 
they have viewed, the terms on which they may be had, 
the opinion of gentlemen in various Towns who are con- 
cerned in navigation, about the measure of fitting out any, 
&c. ; from which it appears sundry Vessels may be had 
on reasonable terms, but none can be found perfectly ac- 
commodated for War Vessels, &.c. That the people are 
differently minded about the measure, many thinking that 
it is impossible for us to compare by sea with the British 
ships, &tc. ; it will but provoke insult and expose our sea- 
coasts and vessels inward bound to greater danger, foe. 
Others that it will be of advantage, and a protection, &.c. 

The subject being largely discoursed, and it being a 
measure resolved by the General Assembly, Sic, doubt 
whether they have a right to suspend it, even though they 
should think it best, &c. 

And on the question, do agree and conclude to take up 
and improve for the purpose a certain Brig belonging to 
Captain William Griswold of Wethersjield, of about one 
hundred and eight tons, and that she be fixed as, and for an 
Armed Vessel, according to the resolve of the Assembly. 

And also to charter and improve some one Vessel of 
small burden and a fast sailer, about twenty, twenty-five or 
thirty tons, and to fix her with such warlike furniture as may 
be proper, to be improved, chiefly as a Spy Vessel, to run and 
cruise from place to place, to discover the enemy, and carry 
intelligence, &sc. And do appoint Captain Samuel Niks, 
of Norwich, to be Captain of said small Vessel. 

And this Council do appoint Benjamin Huntington, 
Esq., and Captain John Deshon a Committee to find and 
to Jit out and furnish such small Vessel with all necessa- 
ries for that purpose. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 

Thursday, August 3, 1775. 

The Governour and Conjmittee met according to ad- 
journment. 

His Honour laid before the Council a Letter he had pre- 
pared to General Schuyler, at Ticonderoga, moving him to 
allow and direct Mr. Ichabod Fitch, or some other person, 
to collect and send down a number of Gun-barrels and dis- 
ordered Guns, &c, which, on representation of said Fitch, 
are lying useless there, and at Crown Point, in order to 
their being repaired and made fit for use, and that the value 
of them shall be accounted for. Which tetter is approved, 
and was sent by said Fitch. 

After further consultation about the Armed Vessels, fee, 
the following Bill and Resolve was prepared and passed, viz : 

Whereas the General Assembly of this Colony, at their 
session in July last, resolved that two Armed Vessels, of 
suitable burden, be immediately fitied out ancrarmed with 
a proper number of cannon, swivel-guns and small-arms, 
and furnished with necessary warlike, stores, and well 
officered and manned for the defence of the sea-coasts in 
this Colony, under the care and direction of his Honour 
the Governour and Committee of CounciYVppointed to 
assist him in the recess of the General Assembly, who 
are hereby authorized and directed to procure, furnish and 
employ the same accordingly : 

In pursuance of said resolve and direction, the Gover- 
nour and Committee aforesaid, having taten all proper 
steps and care to find how and in what manner the said 
resolve may be most properly carried into execution, are of 
opinion, that a certain Brig, called the Minerva, belong- 
ing to Captain William Griswold, gncLnow lying in Con- 
necticut River, at Rocky Hill, is one proper vessel to be 
employed for the service aforesaid ; and do therefore 
agree and resolve to take up and employ said Brig in the 
service of this Colony as aforesaid, during such term as 
said Assembly or this Committee shall find needful to em- 
ploy her in said service. And do lierj&yappomt/Titus 
Hosmer and Ezekiel Williams, Esqf., and Captain Giles 
Hall a Committee to take up and retain said Brig in the 
service aforesaid ; to finish the contract for tlie Hire or charter 
of said Brig, and execute proper writings; to cause the same 
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to be justly appraised, with all her furniture and tackle proper 
to be retained and used as an armed vessel, and make a 
proper inventory thereof. And the said Committee are fur- 
ther directed and empowered to furnish, procure and pro- 
vide all necessary additional sails, rigging and furniture, 
and also all proper and necessary ship stores and provi- 
sions ; and furnish from the Colony stores, as far as may 
be necessary, cannon, swivels, small-arms, pistols, shot, 
powder, &c, taking further needful directions from time 
to time from his Honour the Govemour and said Commit- 
tee. And the Committee of the Pay-Table are hereby 
directed to draw on the Treasurer of this Colony in favour 
of said Committee for such sums of money as they shall 
find necessary to enable them to accomplish the service 
aforesaid, and they to render their accounts of their dis- 
position and disbursements thereof to the General Assem- 
bly, or to the Governour and said Committee, at the same 
time, &c. 

The Governour and Council having concluded to take 
up and employ the Brig Minerva, belonging to Captain 
Griswold, for an Armed Vessel, &c, according to Act 
of Assembly, &c, do appoint Captain Giles Hall to be 
Captain and commander of said Brig, and be to be allow- 
ed £7 per month; Thomas Horsey, of Derby, to be First 
Lieutenant, his wages £5 per month ; James Hopkins, 
Second Lieutenant, £4; Master, £4; Mate, £3 ; Gun- 
ner, £3 ; Gunner's Mate, £2 8s. ; Boatswain, £3 ; Boat- 
swain's Mate, £2 8*., each ; Timothy Larabei to be Stew- 
ard, wages £3; Sylvanus Backus to be Cook, wages £3. 
To be one Carpenter at 60s. per month, and one Pilot. 
And that the said Vessel be manned with fort} seamen and 
forty soldiers or marines, exclusive of officers ; to have and 
he allowed, viz: the Seamen £2 5s. per month, and the 
Marines not exceeding £2 per month. And Captain Hall 
is hereby instructed and directed forthwith to raise said 
forty seamen, and forty marines or soldiers, by voluntary 
enlistments, and to encourage and engage forty-five Shil- 
lings per month to the seamen, and not exceeding forty 
Shillings per month to the soldiers or marines, during their 
continuance in said service, and to have one month's pay 
advanced before they enter into and proceed on any cruise 
in said service. And said Captain Giles Hall is hereby 
appointed Paymaster of said seamen and marines, or ves- 
sel's crew, and is authorized to draw money out of the 
Colony Treasury for that purpose, in manner as the Land 
Officers are enabled to do, giving sufficient bond with 
surety as by law provided for the Paymasters of the 
Troops in the land service. And his Honour the Gover- 
nour is hereby desired to give proper commissions and 
warrants to the necessary officers on board said vessel. 

At the same time passed the following Instructions to 
Titus Hosmer, Esq., Ezekiel Williams, Esq. and Captain 
Giles Hall, a Committee, fee. : 

Gentlemen : The Governour and Committee of Safety, 
by a Sub-Committee, have agreed with Captain Griswold, 
owner of the Brig Minerva, to charter said Brig for the 
use of the Colony, as an armed vessel, at the rate of lour 
shillings per month L. M. per ton, with condition, that if we 
shouldcharter any other vessel at the same rate,for which we 
must furnish more sails or rigging than will be necessary 
for his the interest of the expense of furnishing the other 
with sails, &c, more than will be requisite for said Brig, is 
be allowed to said Griswold, in addition to said lour 
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Shillings. That said Brig be appraised ty indifferent good 
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Said Committee are further instructed and desired to 
inquire and look out and recommend to us proper persons 
for the following officers, viz: Master and Mate, Gunner 
and Gunner's Mate, Boatswain and Boatswain's Mate, and 
Carpenter. 

Copy of the three foregoing given, &tc. 

The Committee of New-London, he, having requested 
that some Soldiers may be stationed there, on the Men-of- 
War appearing off there, &c, 

It is Voted and Ordered, That two Companies, viz: 
Major Lattimcr's and Captain Shopman's, be stationed there 
for the present, for their defence, &c; and the Governour 
desired to give orders accordingly. 

Also, Voted and Ordered, That four of the six-pound 
Cannon with the Carriages now at New-London, be de- 
livered to Colonel Jabez Huntington, or order, of Nor- 
wich, for their defence, &c. 

Order given accordingly. 

Adjourned to Monday next at 9 o'clock in the morning. 



Monday, August 7, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety : 
Present : 

His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, Samuel 
Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedc- 
diah Elderkin, Joshua West, and Benjamin Huntington, 
Esquires. 

A number of Letters received by the Governour, and 
answers, read, Sic. 

Mr. Huntington, one of the Committee appointed at the 
last meeting, reported, that they had not yet found a 
very proper and suitable small Vessel to be fitted out as a 
Runner and Cutter, he. After much discourse about the 
matter of arming the same, Sic, he, with the other Com- 
mittee, directed to make further inquiry, &c, and report. 

Captain Nilts, appointed at the last meeting to be Cap- 
tain of said small Vessel, was present, and accepted to take 
the command of her, he. 

The news of three or four Men-of-War and eight or ten 
other Ships appearing off New-London, yesterday morn- 
ing, being brought by express the same day, we are now 
further informed by Col. Huntington, &c., that they are 
bearing to Fisher's Island, supposed with a design to take 
the stock, &sc. 

This Committee having reason to apprehend hostile 
attacks on our sea-coasts, from said Ships, and others 
which will probably be sent to distress us, &c, it is by the 
Governour and this Council judged of much importance 
for all, especially those at and near the sea-coasts, to be in 
the best posture of defence; and this Council do therefore 
advise and desire his Honour the Governour to .direct and 
order the Colonels or chief officers of the 3d, 8th, 20th, 
7th, and 2d Regiments of Militia, forthwith to draw off and 
enrol one-fourth part of their respective Regiments, and 
see that the same be completely equipped with fire-arms, 
powder and ball, formed into cartridges, suitable for their 
pieces, and every necessary implement. The powder and 
ball, if need be, to be supplied out of the several Town 
stocks ; each man's cartridges to be numbered and marked, 
and deposited with the Captain or other commissioned offi- 
cers of the respective Companies, ready to be delivered on 
And said fourth part to hold themselves 



jud^'with all the requisite tackle and furniture, at our re- 
•L-..?:J. i.„ an d an inventory thereof be taken ; and t — 
whatever betterments shall be made to or on said Brig by 



any emergency 

in readiness as Minute-Men, to march at the shortest notice, 
ith all the requeue tacKie »'"""•"'>»-> « J '' - n rea ° "V ked or in danger f being attacked, by 

on her return, if the Field-Officers, with the advice of .the*. Captains within 
said Regiments, be further directed and ^empowered to 
nominate and appoint suitable Officers to lead, conduct and 
order them in their march and operations. 

Having at the last meeting ordered Major Lattimer's 
and Captain Shipman's Companies, of Col. Webb's Regi 
ment, to New-London, &c '" J ~ " 



the Colony shall be received by the owner 
we choose it, and an allowance be made by h.m for the 
full value of such betterments, so far as the vessel is ren- 
dered more valuable or useful to him ; and if any special 
d mage is done to said Brig, beyond the necessary decay 
and wear by time, the same to^be^llowed the owner mad 



dition to .be charter party. The Colony to risk the vessel. 

c -a rnmmittee to observe the above agreement. 

Ana Sd Co Ihl are further instructed to employ 
«id Captein Griswold to do any serv.ee in and about the 
!tlLT a dditional rigging and furnishing »,d Bng, which 



&c, do now order one other 



And sai 

...idCt. 

necessary additiona 

can be properly do 

what may be best done by taptai 



m and about the 
said Brig, which 

b ,. P ' L L B , Hon* hv Captain Hall and Ins men. 



Captain with his Company, ot said Col. ^#, Regiment, 
at his discretion, to march and be st^oned at New- Haven 
for its defence for the present. And do further order, that 
wo suitable Cannon at New-Haven be properly fixed and 
mounted for Field-Pieces, if not already done by them 
That Ship-carnages be prepared for four other Cannon of 
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those marked by Messrs. Williams and Wales, lately there. 
And do appoint Messrs. Jonathan Fitch, Wm. Greenough 
and David Austin a Committee to procure and cause the 
same to be done with all convenient speed, and that they 
be instructed to improve Mr. James Rice in any thing he 
is willing to undertake about them. 

Mr. John Skinner, express from Hartford, brought 
the Governour a Letter from General Washington, re- 
questing all the Tow-Cloth which can be had to make Shirts 
or Short Coats, for an uniform dress for the Army, &tc, and 
sent a sample made up, with a Cape, Ruffles, &c. 

Letters were wrote and despatched to all the Commissa- 
ries in the Colony, to purchase all the Tow-Cloth they can 
procure. 

Letter to Col. Webb, directing him to order one of his 
Captains and Company to New-Haven. 

Also Letters to the Colonels of the five Regiments out 
of which the fourth part for Minute-Men is to be drawn, 
&C, informing and directing them about it. 

Also Letter to Messrs. Fitch, Greenough, and Austin, 
informing them what is ordered about Minute-Men, and 
the Company ordered there ; and appointing them a Com- 
mittee to prepare the Carriages for the Field-Pieces, and 
other carriages as aforesaid. 

Also a Letter to Colonel Hamlin, requesting him to in- 
form what progress he has made in collecting and sending 
Saltpetre and Sulphur to New-York, to be wrought into 
Gunpowder. 

Also wrote a Letter to Colonel Williams, &.c, Com- 
mittee of Wethers field, in answer to one received, waiting 
orders to march to New-Liondpn, &,c. 

Most of the above despatched by said Skinner. And 
being night, the Council is dismissed, 

Monday, August 14, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
this day : Present : 

His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez 
Huntington, Wm. Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah 
Elderkin, Joshua. West, and Benjamin Huntington, Esqrs. 

Many Letters from sundry persons exhibited, &tc. 

Application was made by Captain Francis Shaw, of 
Goldsborough, by order of his Town, for leave to purchase 
in this Colony (the embargo notwithstanding) about fifteen 
hundred bushels of Corn and Rye and about fifty barrels 
Pork, for the necessary use of the people ; and is, on con- 
sideration, granted, and the Governour desired to give a 
permit. Which he did accordingly. 

Application also made by Mr. Rensselaer, by order of 
Walter Livingston, a Commissary for the York Depart- 
ment, for liberty to purchase in the Western parts of this 
Colony four hundred and fifty barrels Pork, for the use of 
the Troops at Ticonderoga, as it cannot be had at New- 
York, &tc. On consideration thereof, and of the great im- 
portance of those Troops being well and seasonably sup- 
plied, the motion is agreed to, and the Governour desired to 
give permission to purchase the same in the Counties of 
Fairfield and Litchfield, so as not to violate the doings 
of the first said County, in withdrawing connections from 
some, &.c. 

A permit accordingly was given. 

On a Letter from Colonel Saltonstall, informing that 
the Committees of Inspection in New-London County, 
&,c, are to meet this 14th instant, to consider what is pro- 
per to be done respecting Stock on the Islands not taken 
off, &c., and praying advice, &c, a Letter in answer, by 
order, was wrote, declining any particular directions, and 
especially with regard to any out of the Colony limits, &c, 
and referring It as most properly belonging to the Com- 
mittee of Inspection ; and signifying our private opinion 
that great care should be taken to prevent Provisions falling 
into the hands of our enemies, and also of the danger of 
other effects near the water, &c. 

Mr, Huntington, of the Committee appointed for that 
purpose, respecting a small Armed Vessel, &,c, reported: 
That having taken pains, they are not able to find any 
suitable for the purpose, except one belonging to one 
Hancox, &c, of Stoninglon, but not to be chartered, but 
may be bought at two hundred Pounds, as the lowest sum, 



Sic. Her sails and rigging not fit for service. And the 
question, whether she shall be purchased, was largely con- 
sidered. And as the General Assembly have ordered 
Vessels to be fitted out, &,c, the Council supposed them- 
selves obliged to obey the order, &c. ; and there seems 
no other way. And they judged the Vessel so cheap that, 
when needless, she may probably be sold without loss, and 
the hire saved, &c. Are of opinion that said Vessel or 
Schooner, called the Britannia, be purchased for the Co- 
lony; and Benjamin Huntington, Esq., Captain John 
Deshon, and Captain Robert Niles, are appointed a Com- 
mittee to make said purchase, at not exceeding two hun- 
dred Pounds, Sic, and also to take care of and cause her 
to be rigged and fitted out with every necessary for said 
purpose, as soon as may be. 

And this Council do appoint Robert Niles, of Norwich, 
to be Captain and Commander of her. And said Com- 
mittee are desired to look out and recommend proper per- 
sons for the other officers on board her, and report make 
to the next meeting. 

Voted, That Captain Deshon be directed forthwith to 
put the Cannon, Small-Arms, Pistols, and every warlike 
implement now at New-London, suitable and proper for 
armed vessels, into proper order and condition for imme- 
diate use; and on receiving advice from Captain Hall, of 
the larger armed vessel fitting at Middletown, shall be at 
or near Saybrook, ready to receive them, to send them to 
him there, and deliver them on board his brig. But if it 
shall appear there is not a sufficient quantity Tor both ves- 
sels, that they be properly proportioned betwe en them. 

Then the Council was dismissed, and adjourned till 
Thursday next, nine o'clock, A. M. 

Thursday, August 17, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour, &c, this day, present 
the same Members as at the last. 

Many Letters, fee, laid in and considered ; and directed 
and prepared a Letter to Captain Jeremiah Wadsworth, 
Commissary, he, in answer to one from him for advice, 
&.C., directing him to risk the Pork be buys at the west- 
ward by water, if necessary, and it cannot be done by the 
sellers ; and that the Colony will indemnify him in prudent 
conduct about it ; and that he may release about two hun- 
dred barrels he had bought of— McLane, of Dan- 
bury, in favor of Mr. Rensselaer, who had a permit at the 
last meeting to buy four hundred and fifty barrels in this 
Colony, for the use of General Schuyler's Army at the 
northward. 

A Permit having been granted to P. Rensselaer at the 
last meeting to purchase Pork, &tc., and he having pro- 
posed to convey it by water to New-York, &tc., and it 
being thought and considered as in great danger of falling 
into the hands of our enemies, if water-borne, &c, it was 
proposed and voted, that the Governour be desired to give 
and send positive orders to said Rensselaer not to ship any 
Pork purchased in this Colony to New-York, but trans- 
port the same by land to the North River, to be thence 
shipped to Albany, &c. That is an explanatory permis- 
sion to purchase said Pork on that condition ; and the same 
done, and both instantly despatched, Sic, by Mr. Skinner. 

General Washington having wrote the Governour, by 
Letter received yesterday, that he has ordered General 
Schuyler to send down a quantity of Lead Ball found at 
Ticonderoga, Crown Point, &tc, and directed it to be 
under the conduct of said Governour Trumbull, kc, it is, 
on consideration, advised, that the Governour write Gen- 
eral Schuyler to send the same to the care of Commissary 
Phelps, at Albany; and that said Phelfs be advised' of it, 
and directed to forward the same by the best and most 
expeditious way to General Washington. 

Voted and Resolved, That orders be sent to Major Lat- 
timer, commander of the Troops now at New-London, to 
see that regular Watchers and Guards are kept "about his 
Camp ; that his Soldiers are properly exercised, instructed 
and disciplined ; and kept clean, out of idleness and bad 
practices. And orders drawn and sent accordingly. 

Voted and Resolved, That orders be sent ip Captain 
Lyon, who, with his Company, are now at Norivich, to 
remain there till further orders, near the Lauding, and to 



269 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, AUGUST, 1775. 



270 



assist the people there by one-third of his Company, at a 
time alternately, at his discretion, in building a Redoubt at 
Waterman's Point, and such other works as shall be judg- 
ed proper by a Committee, &c. ; to direct the same, and 
allow them Spirits when in said service, as ordered by the 
Assembly for men on fatigue, and requiring the men to 
yield obedience, &c; and that the Captain see that proper 
Watchers and Guards be kept, and proper exercises be 
kept up; and that he use his efforts to keep up good order, 
virtue, morality, &c. 

On consideration of the scarcity of Pork and other Pro- 
visions, and the vast consumption of it by thu Army, it is 
thought necessary, and for the safety of the Colony, that 
the Embargo laid and continued by the Assembly to the 
20th instant, should be revived and further continued ; and 
the Governour is advised and desired to issue his Procla- 
mation to-day, and continue the same to the 20th October 
next. Which was done accordingly, and sent to the Prin- 
ter; he directed to send to each Town Clerk and Naval 
Officer in the Colony. 

Voted and Granted, An Order to pay for eighteen Blan- 
kets, sent per Lebanon, and request, &tc, to supply part 
of the loss at Bunker's Hill; and nine Guns for the same 
place, for the same purpose, both to amount to £28 6s., 
being duly appraised, 8tc. ; and ditto to pay Samuel Hunt 
for carrying the same, £3 8s. 9d. And ditto to pay Da- 
vid Trumbull going express three times to the Army, and 
sundries allowed, £8 19s. And ditto to pay John Alden, 
for going express to Killingsby, to recall Troops on their 
inarch to Cambridge, by advice from General (Washington, 
£1 8s. Also to pay Simeon Gray, for a Horse bought 
for Indian Cognahue to ride, with Belt and Speech, &,c, 
to the Oneida Indians, &c, £5. 

And then, on motion heretofore, by and in behalf of 
New-Haven, that they may be allowed to provide Car- 
riages for four six-pound Cannon, instead of four-pounders, 
as those allowed at a meeting, seventh instant, marked by 
Messrs. Williams and Wales, were of that size ; and that 
they may also prepare Carriages for five Field-Cannon, 
instead of two, as then allowed, &tc. On consideration of 
said motions, and the reasons thereof, this Council are of 
opinion, that the first motion is reasonable, and do allow 
and approve thereof; and as to the other, respecting five 
instead of two Field-Pieces, are of opinion, that two may 
be sufficient for the present, and that they may not pro- 
perly allow more, without the approbation of the Assem- 
bly. 

Copy also drawn for the Governour to forward, &c. 

Voted, That an Order be drawn on the Pay-Table 
Committee for two hundred Pounds, in favour of Benja- 
min Huntington, Esquire, to Captain John De.ihon, to pay 
the purchase of the Schooner Britannia, for the use of the 
Colony, as an armed and intelligence vessel, which this 
Council had judged most for the benefit of the Colony to 
purchase at that price, and appointed said Committee to 
purchase Tjf Edward Hancox, Jonathan Denison, 5th, &tc, 
of Stonington, and which they have done accordingly. 
And Orders drawn accordingly by me, as Clerk, the next 
day. 

And the Council and Meeting was adjourned without 
day. 

Monday, August 21, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council this day: 
Present: 

His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez 
Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wal':s,Jedediah 
Elderkin, Joshua West and Benjamin Huntington, Esqs. 

Sundry Letters just received from General Schuyler, 
Colonel IJinman, he, were laid before us, by which it 
appears there is great danger of delays from New-York, 
Sic, relating to the Northern Expedition, Sic. A Letter 
from Major Brown, who has been in Canada, giving a 
favourable account of the disposition of the Country, &,c, 
and many others considered, &.c. And a Letter advised 
and prepared to General Washington, on sundry matters, 
and copies of the above-mentioned Letters enclosed and 
approved, and sent by Colonel Dyer and Colonel Elder* 
kin, who were going down, &.c. 



The Governour also showed us a secret Letter, written 
by one Brook Watson to President Livingston, he, (a 
very ill one,) which had been intercepted, &c, and re- 
covered. 

On application of Mr. Hazard, of Edgartown, and 
proper Credentials, Sic, a Permit is granted to him to buy 
and carry from this Colony about one hundred Pounds 
value of Rye and Indian Corn, for the necessary use of 
the Town. 

A Letter was prepared and approved to President Liv- 
ingston, of New-York Congress, expressing our concern 
at their not having provided and sent the Tents they had 
engaged for Colonel Hinman's Regiment, and urging the 
danger of delays, &.c, and informing of a Permit before 
granted Mr. Rensselaer to purchase four hundred and fifty 
barrels Pork in this Colony, for General Schuyler's Army, 
and the orders to send it by land to the North River, &,c. 

Letters also prepared and despatched to Hartford, to 
go by Bennet, who is at Hartford, and sent forward the 
above Letter to General Schuyler, Colonel Hinman, and 
Major Brown. 

Letter also prepared and sent to Commissary Phelps, 
directing him to take care of and forward by the best ways 
such Lead as shall be sent him from General Schuyler, for 
the use of the Army near Boston, according to desire of 
General Washington. 

And then the Council adjourned to meet again Thurs- 
day, 24th instant. 

Thursday, August 24, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
present the same Members as at the last meeting, except 
Colonels Dyer and Elderkin, (at Cambridge.') 

Mr. James Church, of Hartford, moves for a Permit to 
send to Providence, by water, about three hundred bushels 
of Wheat, to be ground for the use of the United Army 
near Boston, for the reason that, by means of great drought, 
it is not possible to get it ground near home; to be bis 
own risk, he. On consideration, a Permit is granted, but 
not without much doubt of the expediency of it, lest it 
should fall into the hands of our enemies. 

Benjamin Huntington, Esquire, and Captain Ephraim 
Bill, are appointed a Committee to oversee and direct the 
building or erecting a Battery and Intrenchments, at a for- 
mer meeting ordered to be made at Waterman's Point, in 
New-London River, and Captain Lyon's Company, now 
there, to labour about it, according to orders. And gave 
Instructions to said Committee. 

On a Letter received from Messrs. Hosmer, Williams 
and Hall, about the armed Brig fitting at Middletown, fee, 
containing a nomination of sundry persons for officers, &sc, 

and proposing that the bearer, Warner, (going to- 

Providence,) may enlist a Gunner there, as they cannot 
obtain one, and also Sailors, he. It is agreed, that he 
may do so, if not disagreeable to Governour Cooke, to 
whom the Governour is desired to write by said Warner y 
proposing it to him, hz. ; which was done. 

Sundry Accounts for Guns and Blankets which had been 

impressed and obtained by the Governour's order, to supply 

the loss of our Soldiers at Bunker's Hill, &c, were laid in, 

considered and allowed, and 

Voted, That Orders be drawn for the payment thereof, 

viz: — 

One for N. Frink, Esq., for 6 Guns and 10 Blan- 
kets, procured at Pomfret, £19 10s., and 
fees 24s., £20 14 

One for Messrs. Wales and Bissell, for 10 Guns 
and 25 Blankets, procured at Windham, in- 
cluding 24s. fees, - - - - 40 01 

One for Mr. Chandler , of Woodstock, for 6 Guns 
and 10 Blankets, procured there, and 12s. 
fees, - 19 13 

One for Capt. Bacon, of Canterbury, for Guns 

and Blankets, no fees, - - - - 20 01 6 

One for Mr. Le.ffingwell, of Norwich, 2Q Guns 

and 40 Blankets, procured there, no fees, 67 09 6 

Which Orders I have since drawn, he. 

And the meeting is dismissed. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
Begun and held at the Meeting-House in Watertown, 
in the County of Middlesex, on Wednesday, the nineteenth 
day of July, Anno Domini 1775. 

Watertown, Wednesday, July 19, 1775. 

Upon examination of the Letters of the late Provincial 
Congress, sent to the several Towns and Districts in the 
Colony, for the choice of Representatives, and the returns 
thereon, it appeared that the following gentlemen were 
elected to represent their respective Towns and Districts 
in General Assembly, until the last Wednesday in May 
next: 

FOR THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 

Boston : Hon, Samuel Adams, Esq., Hon. John Han- 
cock, Esq., Dr. Benjamin Church, Mr. John Pitts. 
Rqxbury • Colonel Aaron Davis. 
Dorchester: Captain Ebenezer Withington. 
Milton : Captain Daniel Vose. 
Rraintree : Colonel Joseph Palmer. 
Weymouth : Colonel Solomon Lovell. 
Hingham and Cohasset: Benjamin Lincoln, Esq. 
Bedhatu : Mr. Abner Ellis. 
Medfield : Mr. Daniel Perry. 
Wrentttamt Mr. Jabez Fisher. 
Brookline : Captain Benjamin White. 
Needham: Colonel William Mackintosh. 
Stoughton and Stoughtonham: Mr. Thomas Crane. 
Medway : Captain Jonathan Adams. 
Bellingham : Mr. Stephen Metcalf. 
Hull: (None.) 

Walpole : Mr. Benjamin Kingsbury. 
Chelsea : Deacon John Sale. 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ESSEX. 

Sj^LEiii .M_r^ JDoniej HopHni and Mr. Elias Hasket Derby. 

DanversT"!)]'. Samuet Holton. 

Ips wich. j_ Co1 _. Michael Farley and Dumrner Jewett, Esq. 

Newbury : Joseph Gerrish, Esq. 

Newruryfort : Captain Jonathan Greenleaf and Major 

"Steplten Vross. 
Marblehf.ad : Azor Qrne and Elbridge Gerry, Esqs. 
Lynn : Mr. Edward Johnson. 
Andover: Mr. Samuel Phillips, Jun. 
Bevetiet: Captain Josiah Batchelder, Jun. 
Rowley; Mr. Nathaniel Mighill. 
Salisbury : Major Nath. Currier. 
Haverhill : Mr. Jonathan Webster, Jun. 
Gloucester: Captain Jos. Foster. 
Topsfield : Mr. John Gould. 
Almsbury: Captain Caleb Pilsbury. 
Bradford : Captain Daniel Thurston. 
Wenham: Captain Benjamin Fairfield. 
Manchester: (None.) 
Methuen : Mr. James Ingells. 
Boxford : Aaron Wood, Esq. 
MlDxruETONr (None.) 

FOR" THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 

Cambridge: Mr. Ab. Wattson, Jun., and Mr. Samuel 

Thatcher. 
Charlesto.wn: Mr. Richard Devens, David CAeecer,Esq. 
Watertown : Captain Jonathan Brown. 
Woburst: Josiah Johnson, Esq. 
Concord : Colonel James Barrett. 
Newton: Abraham Fuller, Esq. 
Reading :_ Mr. John Temple. 
Marlborough : Mr. Peter Bent. 
Billerica: William Stickney, Esq. 
Framingham: Captain Josiah Stone. 
Lexington: Mr. Jonas Stone. 
Chews ford j_ Colonel Simeon Spaulding. 
Sherburne :_ Mr. Daniel Whitney. 
Sudbury: Deacon Thomas Plympton. 
Malden : Mr. Ezra Sergeant. 
Weston: Colonel Braddyll Smith. 
Medfobd : Mr. Benjamin Hall. 
Littleton : Mr. Abel Jewett. 
Hopkinton :"(None.) 
Westford : Dr. Asaph Fletcher. 
Waltham; Jonas Dix, Esq. 



Stow: Henry Gardner, Esq. 

Groton : Colonel James Prescot. 

Shirley : (None.) 

Pepperell: Captain Ed. Bancroft. 

Town send : Mr. Israel Hobart. 

Ashby: (None.) 

Stoneham: Joseph Bryant, Jun. 

Wilmington : Captain Timothy Walker. 

Natick : (None.) 

Dracut : Deacon Amos Bradley. 

Bedford : (None.) 

Holliston : Colonel Abner Perry. 

Tewksbury: Mr. Ezra KindaU, _.. . . _. 

Acton: Mr. Josiah Hayward. 
Dunstable : James Tyng, Esq. 
Lincoln: Major Eleazer B rooks. 

for the county of Hampshire. 

Springfield : Messrs, John Hale and William Pyn- 

chon, Jun. 
West-Springfield: Major Benjamin Ely. 
Wilbraham : Major John Bliss. 
Northampton : Jos. Hawley, Esq. 
Southampton and Hadley: (None.) 
South*Hadley : Mr. Noah Goodman. 
Amherst : Mr. Moses Dickenson. 
Granby: (None.) 

Hatfield : Messrs. John Hastings ami Elihu Wliitc. 
Whately and Williamsburg: (None.) 
Westfield: Eldad Taylor, Esq., and Captain David 

Mosely. 
Deerfield, Greenfield, Shelburne, and Conway : 

(None.) 
Sunderland : Mr. Daniel Montagu. 
Montagu : Dr. Moses Gunn. 
Northfield : Mr. Phineas Wright. 
Brimfield : Mr. Abner Morgan. " ~~ 

South-Bhimfield : Captain A. Needham. 
Monson : Deacon Abijah Newell. 
Pelham: (None.) 
Greenwich: Mr. Joseph Hendrick. 
Blanford, Leverett, Palmer, Granville, and New- 

Salem : (None.) 
Belchertown: Colonel Samuel How. 
Colrain : Deacon Joshua Caldwell. 
Ware, Warwick, and Bernardston: (None.) 
Murrayfield : Lieutenant Enoch Shcppard. 
Charlemont : (None.) 
Ashfield : Mr. Elijah Cranson. 
Worthincton : Deacon .Na, Leonard. 
Shutesbury: Captain Joseph Lock- 

Chesterfield: Mr. Benjamin Mills, 

Ludlow District, Southwick, Suffield, Enfield, and 

Somers : (None.) 

for the county of Plymouth. 

Plymouth : Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker. 
Scituate : Nathan Gushing, Esq. 
Duxbury : Mr. George Partridge. 
Marshfield : Deacon Nehcmiah Thomas. 
Bridgewater : Colonel Edw. Mitchell, 
Middleborough : Captain Joshua White. 
Rochester: Major Ebenezer White. 
Plympton : Mr. Seth Gushing. 
Pembroke : Mr. John Turner. 
Kingston: Hon. William Sever, Esq. 
Abington : Captain Woodb. Brown. 
Hanover : Colonel Joseph Gushing. 
Wareham and Halifax: (None.) 

FOR THE COUNTY OF BARNSTABLE. 

Barnstable: Daniel Davis., and Joseph Otis, Esqs. 
Sandwich: Colonel Nathaniel Freeman and Mr, Joseph 

Nye, Jun. 
Yarmouth : Major Enoch Hallet. 
Eastham: Mr. Amos Knowles, Jun. 

Wellfleet : Colonel Elisha Cobb, 

Chatham: Colonel Joseph Doane. 
Harwich: Mr. Joshua Nye. 
Falmouth : Mr, Moses Swift. 
Truro : Mr. Samuel Harding. 
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FOR THE COUNTY OF BRISTOL. 

Taunton : Hon. Robert Treat Paine, Esq., Colonel 

George Williams. 
Rehoboth : Mr. Ephraim Starkweather aud Captain 

Thomas Carpenter. 
Swanzey with Shawamet : (None.) 
Dartmouth : Walter Spooner and Benjamin Aikin, Esqs. 
Norton and Mansfield : Mr. Nathan Hodge. 
Attleborough : Captain John Stearns, 
Dighton: Dr. William Baylies, Deacon George Codding. 
Freetown: Messrs. Tho mas Durfee, Joshua Hathway. 
Raynham: Mr. Benjamin King. 
Eastonj Mr. Benjamin Pettingale. 
Berkley : Mr. Samuel Tobey, Jun. 

FOR THE COUNTY OF YORK. 

York : Mr. Daniel Bragdon. 
Kittery : Edward Cutt, Esq. 
Wells : Colonel Ebenezer Sayer. 
Berwick : Major Ichabod Goodwin. 
Arundel: Mr. John Hovey. 
Biddeford : James Sullivan, Esq. 
Pepperellborough, Lebanon, Sanford, Buxton, and 
Narragansett No. 1 : (None.) 

FOR THE COUNTY OF DUKES COUNTY. 

Edgartown : Colonel Beriah Norton. 
Chilmark: Mr. James Allen, Jun. 
Tisbury : Captain Nathan Smith, 

FOR THE COUNTY OF NANTUCKET. 

Sherburne: (None.) 

FOR THE COUNTY OF WORCESTER. 

Worcester : Mr. David Bancroft. 

Lancaster: ; Capt. Hezekiah Gates, Mr. Ebenezer Allen. 

Mendon: Mr. Edward Rawson. 

Brqqkfield : Hon. Jedediah Foster, Esq. 

Oxford: Captain William Watson. 

Chareton : Major Isaiah Blood. 

Sutton : Messrs. Ed. Putnam and Amos Singletary. 

Leicester,: Mr? Hezekiah Ward. 

Spencer: Mr. Oliver Watson. 

Paxton : Mr. Phinehas Moore. 

Rutland: Mr. John Fessendon. 

Oakham: Mr. Thomas White, 

Hubbardst on : _M_r._ William Muzzy. 

New-Braintree : Major James Wood. 

Soothborough : Captain Timothy Jirigham. 

Westborough : Captain Hezekiah Maynard. 

Nosthborough : Captain Levi Bridgham. 

Shrewsbury : Deacon Jonas Stone. 

Lunenburgh : Dr. John Taylor. 

Fitchburgh : (None.) 

Uxbridge : Mr. Abner Rawson. ■ 

Harvard : Mr. Joseph Wheeler. 

Dudley: Major William Learned. 

Rutland District : John Chadwell, Esq. 

Bolton : Captain Nathaniel Willson. 

Upton: (None.) 

Sturbridge : Captain Timothy Parker. 

Leominster: (None.) 

Habdwick: Mr. Stephen Rice. 

Western : Colonel Simeon Dwight. 

Hold-en : Mr. John Child, 

Douglass: Major Caleb Hill. 

Grafton : Deacon Joseph Batchelder. 

Petersham; Colonel Jonathan Grout. 

Royalston: (None.) 

Westminster: Deacon Nathan Wood. 

Athql : Captain John Haven. 

Templeton : Mr. Jonathan Baldwin. 

Princeton : Mr. Moses Gill. 

Ashburnham, Winchendon, and Woodstock : (None.) 

FOR THE COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND. 

Falmouth : Mr. Samuel Freeman. 

North/Yarmouth: Captain W. Cutter. 

Scarborough: Mr. Joshua Fabyan. 

Gorham : Captain Bryant Morton. 

Brunswick : Colonel Samuel Thompson. 

Harpswell, Windham, C ape-Elizabeth, New-Glou- 
cester, Piersontown, and New-Boston : (None.) 
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FOR THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN. 

Pownalborough : Thomas Rice, Esq. 

Georgetown : Mr. Dummer Sewall. 

Woolwich : (None.) 

Newcastle : Mr. Ben. Woodbridge. 

Topsham : Mr. James Fulton. 

Booth-Bay: (None.) 

Bristol : Colonel William Jones. 

Bowdoinham and Medumcook : (None.) 

Hallowell : Captain William Howard. 

Broad-Bay, Vassalborough, St. George's, Winthrop, 

Winslow, and Gardinerston : (None.) 
Edgecomb : Mr. Moses Davis. 

FOR THE COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE. 

Sheffield, Great-Barrington, and Alford: (None.) 

Stockbhidge : Deacon Elnathan Curtis. 

West-Stockbridge : (None.) 

Pittsfield : Captain Charles Goodrich, and Captain Is- 
rael Dickinson. 

New-Marlborough and Egremont : (None.) 

Richmond : Captain David Rossiter. 

Lenox, Tyringham, Tyringham-E^uivalent : (None.) 

Lanesborough : Major Jonathan Smith. 

Sandisfield : (None.) 

Williamstown : Mr, Samuel Kellogg. 

Becket: (None.) 

Gageborough : Captain William Clark. 

Partridgefield, East-Hoosuck, Jericho, Planta- 
tion No. 5, Plantation No. 6, and Plantation 
Hartwood: (None.) 

Dr. Church, Major Hawley, and Mr. Pitts, were ap- 
pointed to sort and count the votes for a Clerk. 

The House then proceeded to the choice of a Clerk ; 
and the Committee, having sorted and counted the votes, 
reported that Mr. Samuel Freeman was unanimously 
chosen. 

Whereupon, the following Oath was administered to him 
by Henry Gardner, Esq., viz: 

Whereas you, Samuel Freeman, are chosen Clerk of 
the House of Representatives, you do swear that you will 
truly enter all the Votes and Orders thereof, and in all 
things relating to your office you will act faithfully and 
impartially, according to your best skill and judgment. 

So help you God. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Dr. Church, Mr. Pitts, 
Deacon Fisher, and Dr. Holten, be a Committee to inform 
the Rev. Mr. Gordon that this House is ready to attend 
Divine Service. 

Ordered, That four Pews at the right hand of the pulpit 
be assigned for the Clergy during Divine Service. 

The House then agreed to meet and attend to Business 
immediately after Divine Service. 

— Afternoon. 

The House resolved to proceed to the choice of a 
Speaker; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gill, Mr. Dix, and Mr. Gardner, 
be a Committee to sort and count the votes; who, having 
attended that service, reported that the Hon, James War- 
ren, Esq., was unanimously chosen. 

Resolved, That nine o'clock next Friday morning be 
assigned for the choice of Counsellors. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Dr. Church, Mr. Hop- 
kins, Col. Otis, and Col. Palmer, be a Committee to re- 
turn the thanks of this House tp the Rev. Mr., Gordon, 
for the Sermon delivered by him in the forenoon, and to 
desire a copy of it for the press. 

A Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of the ! Town 
of Mansfield, requesting the House to issue anew Precept 
for the choice of a Member to represent that Town, was 
read, and committed to Mr. Wood, Mr. Rawson, and Mr. 
Partridge. 

The Committee appointed to wait on tbe Rev. Mr. 
Gordon reported, that he had complied with tbe desire of 
the House, and had sent a copy of bis Sermon accordingly. 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Cross, and Mr. 
Brown, be a Committee to get the same printed, one for 

18 
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each Member of the House," and one for each Parish in 
the Colony. 

The Protest of a number of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Swanzey, against the election of the Hon, Jerathmeel 
Bowers, Esq., was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Mr. Taylor, and Dr. 
Holten, be a Committee to prepare Rules and Orders for 
the regulation of the House. 

Then the House adjourned to eight o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, July 90, 1775. 

A day appointed by the honourable Continental Con- 
gress to be observed as a day of Fasting and Prayer 
throughout the Continent, 

The House met, and adjourned to eight o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Friday, July 21, 1775. 

Resolved, That to-morrow morning, ten o'clock, be as- 
signed for the choice of a Chaplain for the House. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Colonel Otis, Mr, 
Jcwet, Mr. Wood, and Deacon Rawson, be a Committee 
to collect and sort the votes for Counsellors. 

Major Hawley having assisted in collecting the votes 
for eighteen Counsellors for the territory called the Terri- 
tory of Mqsjachusetts-Bay , desired to be excused from 
further attendance. He was accordingly excused, and 
Dr. Taylor appointed in his place. 

The Committee having collected and sorted the votes 
for eighteen Counsellors for the territory called the Terri- 
tory of the Massachusetts-Bay, reported that the House 
had elected sixteen, viz : 

Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq., Hon. Benjamin Green- 
leaf, Esq., Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Hon. Joseph Ger- 
rish, Esq., Hon. Jedediah Foster, Esq., Hon- Michael 
Farley, Esq., Hon. Joseph Palmer, Esq., Hon. Tabez 
Fisher, Esq., Hon. James Pitts, Esq., Hon. Caleb Gush- 
ing, Esq., Hon. John Winthrop, Esq., Hon. John Adams, 
Esq., Hon, James Prescott, Esq., Hon. Thomas Cushing, 
Esq., Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., and Hon. Azor Orne, 
Esq. 

Resolved, That if more than two gentlemen shall have a 
majority of votes, those gentlemen shall be deemed elect- 
ed who shall have the greatest number of votes. 

The Committee then, having received and sorted the 
votes, reported that Mr. Samuel Adams was elected. 

Afternoon. 

The House proceeded to bring in their votes for another 
Counsellor for the Territory of the Massachusetts-Bay ; 
and the Committee having received and sorted the votes, 
reported that Eldad Taylor, Esq., was elected. 

The same Committee having collected and sorted the 
votes for four Counsellors for the territory formerly called 
the Colony of New-Plymouth, reported that the Hon. 
William Sever, Esq., Walter Spooner, Esq., James Otis, 
Esq., and Robert Treat Paine, Esq., were elected. 

The same Committee likewise collected and„so;rtedjhe 
votes for three TJounsellors for the territory formerly called 
the Province of Maine, and reported that the Hon, Bjrtja- 
min Chadbourn, Esq., Enoch Freeman, Esq., and^ Charles 
Chauncy, Esq., were elected. _.---.. 

The same Committee likewise collected and sorted the 
votes for one Counsellor for the Territory lying between 
the River Sag ad a hock and Nova-Scotia, and reportecTtliat 
Dr. John Tayhr was elected. 

The same Committee likewise having received and.sprted 
the votes for two Counsellors at large, reported that Mr. 
Moses 6'iZ7and Dr. Samuel Holten were elected," ~_~ 

Ordered, That Colonel Gerrish, Deacon Fisher, Major 
Hawley, Dr. Holten, and Mr. Wheeler, be a Committee to 
provide sgme.;convenient place for the Council to sit in. 

Ordered, That the Clerk, Captain Batchelder, and Mr, 
Hopkins, be a Committee to prepare a Letter whereby to 
inform the afore-named Counsellors of their election. 



The Committee on the Petition of a number of the In- 
habitants of the Town of Mansfield, reported verbally, that 
the Petitioners have leave to withdraw their Petition. 

The Report was accepted by the House. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Colonel Barret, Captain 
Dix, Colonel Grout, and Mr. Bancroft, be a Committee 
to consider a Letter from Horatio Gates, Esq., Adjutant- 
General in the American Army. 

On a motion made, Resolved, That this last order be re- 
considered, and that the Letter of Mr. Gates be referred 
for consideration to the honourable Board. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to prepare a 
Letter to the Counsellors this day elected, sit forthwith. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Saturday, July 22, 1775. 

The Committee appointed yesterday to prepare a Letter 
to the honourable Counsellors, reported a form to be signed 
by the Speaker, which was accepted; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That Captain Bragdon, Mr. Hopkins, and 
Mr, Durfee, be a Committee to forward a copy thereof to 
each of the absent Counsellors immediately. 

A Letter from James Sullivan, Esq., to the President 
of the late Congress, was communicated to the House, and 
committed to Captain Goodman, Colonel Cushing, and 
Mr. Greenleaf. 

A Petition of Messrs. William Greenleaf, Oliver Wen- 
doll, and John Pitts,* with a Letter from Mt. John Scollay, 
of Boston, to those gentlemen, relative to the Poor and 
other Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, was read, and 
committed to Col, Cushing, Dr, Church, and Mr. Pitts. 

Ordered, That Colonel Otis, Major Johnson, Colonel 
Thompson, Mr. Greenleaf, and Dr. Rice, be a Committee 
to take into consideration the circumstances of the Soldiers 
raised by this Colony, with regard to theimronth's Advance 
Pay, as well those raised for the protection of the sea- 
coasts, as others. 

Ordered, That Mr. PhiUips. Captain Goodman, Mr. 
Rawson, Mr. Jewel, and Mr. Durfee, be a Committee to 
consider a Petition of the Committee of a new Plantation 
called Fryburgh; as also the Proceedings of a Meeting of 
the Town of Pownalborough, containing an account of an 
embassy of three persons from thence to Canada. 

The Committee appointed to provide some convenient 
place for the Council to sit in, reported, verbally, that a 
large Chamber in the House of Mr, Fo wle might be pro- 
cured; but being unfinished, the Committee recommended 
that there be a rough floor laid, and chairs provided for that 
purpose. 

The report was accepted, and Captain Brown, Captain 
Dix, and Major Fuller, were appointed to prepare said 
Chamber accordingly. 

Resolved, That Colonel Joseph Otis be, and hereby is 
appointed to administer to the Officers and Soldiers station- 
ed in the County of Barnstable and Naushon Island, the 
oath appointed by the late Provincial Congress, in the room 
of the Hon. James Otis, Esq. 

Resolved, That Elisha Toby, Esq., be, and hereby is 
appointed to administer the same oath to the Officers and 
Soldiers stationed .in the County of Bristol, in The room of 
the Hon. Walter Spooner, Esq. 

* To the Honourable Council and House of Representatives of the Colo~ 
ny of Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England": 
The Petition of William Greenleaf, one of the Overseers of the Poor 
of the Town of Boston, Oliver Wendall, and John Pitts, Selectman of 
said Town, humbly sheweth : That your Petitioners, on the 20th inst., 
received a litter (by a trumpeter) from John Scollay, Esq., Chairman 
of a Committee of Selectmen, Ovorpcrrs of the Poqrrand Committee for 
receiving Donations, all of said Town of Boston , purporting the distress- 
ed situation of the poor and other inhabitants of said Town, who 
are desirous of being removed from their cruel confinement, which can- 
not be effected without the assistance of General Gage, who requires 
that the vessels and other carriages, with tho pjrsons_whp are employ- 
ed in transporting them, shall meet with no detention or ajmoyance'; 
all which will appear to your Honours by the papers a:cegTripOTylng 
this Petition: Therefore your .Petitionnrs, deeply anxiojis for their 
friends and fillow-citizons, entreat your Honours that iriytlm" great 
wisdom you would devise some measurei* for their speedy relief. And 
as in duty and aff'Ction bound, shall oyer pray. 

Wm. Gheent-eap, 
Oliver, Wendali., 
Watertown, July 21, 1775. John Pitts. 
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Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be desired to 
complete the furnishing General Washington's House, and 
in particular to provide him four or five more Beds. 

On a motion made, it was Resolved, That the House 
proceed to the choice of a Chaplain, agreeable to the Order 
of the Day. 

Accordingly Mr. Partridge, Mr. Nye, and Mr. Green- 
leaf, were appointed a Committee to collect and sort the 
votes : who reported that the Rev. Mr. William Gordon 
was chosen. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Davis be desired 
to inform Mr. Gordon thereof. 

A Petition of Messrs. Levi Sheppard and Ebenezer 
Hunt* was read, and committed to Dr. Rice, Colonel Free- 
man, and Dr. Fletcher. 

Afternoon. 
The Doorkeeper was directed to keep all persons from 
the House for the present, except the Members. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, the Speaker, and Colo- 
nel Foster, be a Committee to prepare a Letter to Gene- 
rals Thomas, Whitcomb, and Frye, desiring that they would 
continue in the service of the Colony, and assuring them 
that they shall receive a suitable and adequate reward for 
their services. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be directed forth- 
with to lay before this House an account of the Moneys he 
has put into the hands of the Muster-Masters, for Advance 
Pay to the Soldiers. And that the Muster-Masters be 
directed in like manner to lay before this House an account 
of the disposition of such Moneys. 

The Committee appointed to consider the circumstances 
of the Soldiers, with regard to their month's Advance Pay, 
reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to Gene- 
rals Thomas, Whitcomb, and Frye, reported. And the 
galleries being cleared by order of the House, the Letter 
prepared by the Committee was read, and accepted, and 
ordered to be fairly transcribed, and a copy sent to each of 
the Generals above mentioned. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
William Greenleaf and others, reported. After debate 
thereon, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be re- 
ferred till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Sabbo.th.day, July 23, 1775. 
Ordered, That Mr. John Pitts, Mr. Oliver Wendall, 
and Mr. William Greenleaf, be a Committee to repair 
immediately to Salem, and confer with the Selectmen and 
Proprietors of the Hospital at that place, on the subject of 
providing for and accommodating the Poor and other Inha- 
bitants of the Town of Boston, and to concert measures 
for their further reception and accommodation. 

A Petition of Mr. John Pigeon, Commissary-General, 
was read ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That Deacon Chcever and Captain Parker 
be a Committee _to confer with Mr. Pigeon on the subject 
of it. 

*To the Honourable the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, assembled in Wavertow.n, this 
nth day of July, 1775: 

The prayer and petition of Levi Sheppard and Ebenezer Hunt, of 
Northampton, in the Province aforesaid, sheweth : That on the 11th of 
this instant July, Colonel James Easton, commander of a Battalion sta- 
tioned at Ticonderoga, in the service of this Colony, made application 
to your Petitioners for a certain quantity of Medicines, agreeable to the 
account ; which Medicines have been delivered, which in certified by 
said Easton, aforesaid, by his order given to your Petitioners, annexed 
to theaccount aforesaid. And your Petitioners further show, that Colo- 
nel James Easton, aforesaid, was empowered to provide such Drugs 
and Medicines as should be thought necessary for said Battalion, by a. 
Committee sent by the last Congress, sometime in June last, to Ticon- 
deroga, in order to examine into the state of the Troops, and provide 
for the same, who were stationed at the place aforesaid. Your Peti- 
tioners therefore humbly pray your Honours to allow said account, and 
grant us, your Petitioners, an order whereby they may avail themselves 
of the sum aforesaid. As in duty bound your Petitioners shall ever 
prayr Sheppard & Hunt. 



Afternoon. 
The House adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. __ 

Monday, July 24, 1775. 
Resolved, That Mr. William Baker be for the present 
employed as Doorkeeper to this House, and that Mr. 
Hastings be excused, to prepare the room engaged for the 
honourable Council. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart repair immediately to Cam- 
bridge, to direct the attendance of Colonel Asa Whitcomb 
at this House. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the Petition of Mr. William Greenleaf and others, was 
again read, and being considered, was recommitted ; and 
Major Hawley and Major Bliss were added to the Com- 
mittee. 

A Petition from the Committee of St John's was read. 

The Committee appointed to prepare Rules and Orders 
for the regulation of the House, reported. Read and ac- 
cepted ; and Mr. Dix, Major Fuller, Captain Bragdon, 
and Mr. Durfee, were appointed Monitors agreeable there- 
to. 

Ordered, That Mr. Watson, Mr. Greenleaf, Mr. Rice, 
Colonel Grout, and Colonel Sawyer, be a Committee to 
consider a request made by Mr. Dummer Sewall, that he 
might be released from his Bond to the late Provincial 
Congress, as surety to Edward Parry, Esq. 

Afternoon. 

The Petition from St John's was committed to Colonel 
Thompson, Captain Parker, and Mr. Woodbridge. 

The Petition of Mr. John Pigeon was again taken up, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

A Letter from General Ward, requesting this House to 
provide suitable accommodations for himself and attendants 
at Roxbury, was read, and committed to Colonel Mitchell, 
Colonel Dwight, Mr. Mills, Major Bliss, and Mr. Web- 
ster. 

Ordered, That Mr. Abraham Watson, Captain White, 
Mr. Mills, Colonel Freeman, Mr. Dix, Mr. Aikins, and 
Major Bliss, be a Standing Committee to examine all 
Accounts and Muster-Rolls that may be laid before the 
House during its present session. 

A Petition of Colonel James Easton* praying for an 
order on the Receiver-General for twelve hundred Pounds, 
or one thousand Pounds, to pay the Soldieis under his com- 
mand at Ticonderoga, their Advance Pay, &tc, was read, 
and committed to Deacon Rawson, Deacon Plympton, and 
Captain Parker. 

* To the Honourable Council and House of Representatives of the 

Massachusetts-Bay : 
May it please your Honours : 

The Petition of James Easton, of Pittsfeld, in the County of Berk- 
shire, and Colony aforesaid, humbly sheweth : That some time the 
beginning of May last your Petitioner raised fifty men - , hrcorRTert with 
Colonel Ethan Allen and others, and stormed and took the Fortress of 
Ticonderoga. Soon after taking that very important place your Peti- 
tioner, seeing great contentions arising about the command of that 
station, by reason that the little army then there was not properly regu- 
lated, your Petitioner then, at his charge, made a journey from thence 
to the honourable Provincial Congress, then sitting at Watertown, 
to give intelligence of the reduction of the above fortress to the United 
Colonies ; and also, if possible, to get a proper regulation at the said 
fortress. The honourable Provincial Congress thought proper not to 
intermeddle in this affair, as they understood the taking of the fort had 
its origin in the Connecticut General Assembly, and ordered their 
President to write to the said Assembly, and sent me express there, 
desiring them to regulate and garrison the same ; which they did not 
at that time incline to do, but furnished me with five hundred pounds 
of powder and some cash, and ordered me as fast as possible to proceed 
forward with it to Ticonderoga, and on my way to raise as many men 
at the United Colonies' expense, as I could : which I did. On arriving 
there, I found matters in a much worse situation than when I left the 
place. I was then by an express sent for home, by some Companies' I 
had raised, and were ready to march. Soon after my return, hearing 
that agents were sent from the Provincial Congress to settle matters at 
Ticonderoga, I again set off for that place, and at my arrival had the 
honour to be appointed to the command of a Regiment, and received of 
the aforesaid agents two hundred and eighty Pounds, and have paid it out 
to the several officers of the Regiment, to be by them paid to the soldiers, 
as advance pay for one month's wages. And your Petitioner begs leave 
to inform your Honours, that he humbly conceives that forty Shillings 
advance pay is wholly inadequate to the soldiers for their present neces- 
sity, many of them having been there ever since the fort was taken, and 
having only a day's warning to prepare for the campaign ;" and most 
of them extremely poor. The new-raised Companies' are much in the 
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The Report of a Committee of the late Provincial Con- 
gress, on Colonel Easton's representation of the state of 
his Regiment at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, was 
read, and committed to the same Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins, Major Ely, and Mr. 
Davis, be a Committee to prepare an answer to a Letter 
received from the Committee of Correspondence for the 
Town of Saybrook. 

Resolved, That Major Stephen Cross be appointed to 
musterand pay the Advance Pay to the IN on-Commission- 
ed Officers and Soldiers of Colonel Phinney's Regiment. 

That Mr. Freeman, Major Bliss, and Captain Morion, 
be a Committee to estimate a proper sum to be put into 
the hands of Mr. Cross for that purpose. Who reported 
the sum of one thousand and forty Pounds. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Receiver-General pay to Major 
Stephen Cross the sum of one thousand and forty Pounds, 
for the purpose of paying forty Shillings as advance pay to 
each of the _ Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers, jn 
Colonel Phinney's Regiment, and to take a receipt from 
the said Cross therefor. 

Ordere d, That Mr. Gerry insert a clause in the above 
order, directing the Receiver-General to pay the sum 
therein nrentioned to Mr. Cross, without the concurrence 
of the honourable Board, and to assign the reasons for 
such an order. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of Mr. 
William Greenleaf and others, relative to the Poor and 
other Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, was again read 
and accepted. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Safely be served with 
a copy of it. It is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That this House are ready to exert their best 
endeavours to liberate their unhappy brethren of the Town 
of Boston, if they may be suffered to remove with their 
effects, agreeable to the solemn treaty of General Gage, 
entered into with the Committee of that Town. ~ 

That an indiscriminate indulgence ought to be given to 
all the inhabitants, without exception, who have not been 
inimical to America, to leave the Town, without let or 
molestation, in the manner, and to the place hereafter 
menti oned. 

That considering the hazard of propagating the small- 
pox, the inhabitants of the Town of Boston are to be re- 
moved by water to the port of Salem, where this House 
will provide an hospital, and such other deserted houses 
as shall be proper.for the reception and accommodation of 
said inhabitants, until they shall have been so cleansed as 
to remove ill apprehensions of their communicating that 
infectious distemper. And that on their arrival at the port 

same circumstances as to poverty ; and the Regiment entertain an idea 
that they shall fare as the Connecticut Troops do at that place, they 
having forty Shillings bounty, and forty Shillings advance pay." And 
your Petitioner would humbly pray that your Honours would make 
them near about equal, (that there may be no murmuring,) by putting 
money into the commanding officer's hands, to tho amount of sixteen 
hundred Pounds, including the four hundred Pounds already expended, 
to pay out to them as thejr necessities may require for blankets and 
other clothing. 

And your Petitioner begs leave further to inform your Honours, that 
he has already expended out of his own pocket, for raising and paying 
off men in th e service of the United Colonies, nine hundred and twen- 
ty-one Pounds, besides all his own expenses for himself and horse in 
travelling back and forth in .said services, which is no inconsiderable 
sum. And your Petitioner prays the indulgence of your Honours 
whilst he observes, that when he is at Crown Point he is about three 
hundred miles from thlB place, and that he expects soon to be ordered to 
St. John's, so that he will soon be four hundred miles from this hon- 
ourable Assembly ,_ which will render it impracticable to have any fur- 
ther supply of cash from the Assembly till tho campaign is ended. 

Your Petitioner, although, from the beginning of our troubles, from a. 
corrupt and abandoned Ministry, he has been most heartily engaged in 
the cause of our much-injured Country, and lias spared neither 
money nor time, nor bodily strength, nor fatigue, for the general cnuso ; 
but at all times, when judged expedient, has heartily devoted all to tho 
publick good, yet he B sq sensible the Regiment ho has the honour to 
command canno t properly be pi-ovided for at such a distanco without 
the commanding officer has money to silence the munnuringTif the 
soldiers, that he expects a draught on the Receiver-General for twelve 
hundred Pounds or one thousand Pounds, to pay the advance pay, and 
provide blankets and other neqessaries for tho Regiment. And unless 
the honourable Council and honourable House of Representatives 
should see fit in their great wisdom to grant such a supply to him for 
the purpose aforesaid, he humbly bogs leave to resign his orders, and 
prays that some other person may be appointed in his room. As in 
duty bound, shall ever pray. Jami;s Eastott. 

Watertown, July 24, 1775. 



of Salem they shall be under the direction of the Selectmen 
and Committee of Safety of that Town, with respect to the 
places and manner of landing and repairing to the hospi- 
tal or houses provided for them. 

That sloops, boats, or any other bottoms, not armed, 
which shall convey the inhabitants of the Town of Boston 
to Salem, together with all such persons as shall be neces- 
sarily employed, and shall be agreed to by the Selectmen 
of said Town to assist them in their removal, shall pass and 
repass, free from insult, injury, or molestation, provided 
they do not land, and shalT return to Boston as soon as 
may be after havmglandecTthe said inhabitants and their 
effects, and offer no insult, injury, or molestation to any 
person. 

That beds, bedding, and necessary stores and medi- 
cines be sent out with the poor by the Selectmen and Over- 
seers, and the donation stores be sent out by the Commit- 
tee of Donations for thejr support ; and that as soon as 
such o7 the Selectmen and Overseers of the T*oor as are 
now in the Town oTBWo»l shall be made acquainted with 
the foregoing Resolve, they are hereby directed imme- 
diately to improve the first fair, and suitable weather in re- 
moving the Poor of the said Town, in the manner, and to 
tbe place above prescribed. 

In Council, July 27, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Ordered, ThatlSIr. Davis, Doctor Taylor, and Captain 
Goodman, be a Committee to consider the terms on which 
the Committee of Safety of the Town of Salem will con- 
sent that the Hospital there shall be used Tor the reception 
of the Poor from JBoston, and report. 

Mr. Gerry, agreeable to-order, brought jn the following 
Resolve ; which was accepted : 

Whereas the honourable. Council of this Colony, lately 
elected agreeable to recommendation of the honourable 
Continental Congress, have not yet met to act in their 
respective department ; and it is necessary that the Non- 
Commissioned Officers and Privates of Colonel Edmund 
Phinney's Regiment be forthwith paid the advance money 
to which they are entitled by Resolve of the late Pro- 
vincial Congress : 

Ordered, That the Receiver-General pay to Major 
Cross the sum of one thousand and forty Pounds, for 
the purpose of paying forty Shillings as advance pay to 
each of the Non-(^jTimissjojjed Officers and Private Sol diers 
aforesaid. This Order shall he a sufficient warrant .there- 
for. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips bring in a Resolve direct- 
ing Colonel Whitcornb to muster and pay those Non-Com- 
missioned Officers and Soldiers who have not yet received 
the advance pay, and receive money of the Treasurer for 
that purpose. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, July 95, 1773. 
Ordered, That a Committee be appointed to confer with 
General Ward on the subject of his Letter to this House, 
desiring that suitable accommodations may be provided for 
him and. his attendants. 

Upon a motion made, this vote was reconsidered. 

The Report of ihfijCqrnjniUee on General Ward's Let- 
ter was thenTead, amended, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the House choose a Committee to apply 
tg_General Ward, and know of him whether it would not 
be as agreeable to make provision for bjniseTf, and lay his 
account before, this House..,. j; 

Colonel Davis, Mr. Partridge,md Mr. Batchelder,weie 
accordingly appointed a Committee for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Captain BrowTTand Colonel Davis, with 
suc h as the bonourabTe BoaEd. shall join, be a Committee 
to complete the Powder-House began to be built by a 
Committee of the Tate_ProjdncM Congress :";_ and that said 
Committee provIdeanTSLectrical Point to be fixed on said 
house. 

In Council, JulyHl, 1775 : Read and concurred, and 
Colonel Lincoln js joined. 

Mr. Phillips, who was nppotnted to bring in a Resolve 
directing Cu\onti\ Jf hitcoml to muster and pay those Non- 
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Commissioned Officers and Soldiers who have not yet re- 
ceived their advance pay, reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips, Captain Goodman, Mr. 
Singletary, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Partridge, be a Com- 
mittee to settle with Colonel Wkitcomb his account of the 
disposal of the Moneys received from the Treasury for 
payment of the advance pay to the Non-Commissioned 
Officers and Soldiers raised by this Colony. 

The Committee appointed to consider the terms on 
which the Hospital at Salem may be used for the recep- 
tion of the Poor of Boston, reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas, the Committee of Safety of the Town of Sa- 
lem, at a conference with a Committee of this House, did 
consent that the Hospital in that Town should be improved 
for the reception of the Poor from Boston, and did repre- 
sent that Bread, Fire-wood, and a Well will be wanted; 
it is, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safely of the Town 
of Salem be appointed by this Court as Overseers of said 
Poor, whose business it shall be to receive into their own 
hands all such necessary Stores, Medicines, and Donations, 
as shall be sent out with said Poor by the Selectmen of 
Boston, and improve the same for the support of said Poor; 
and also to make all such further provision, at the charge of 
this Colony, as shall be necessary for their support and 
comfort, so long as they shall be continued jn said Hospi- 
tal, and lay their accounts before this Court for allowance. 

In Council, July 27, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Colonel Sawyer, Colonel Dwight, and 
Mr. Crane, be a Committee to consider the Return of 
Colonel Sergeant's Regiment, and report. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. 
Hopkins, be a Committee to draw ap an; Advertisement 
calling on all persons who have paid any Moneys into the 
hands of Mr. Treasurer Gardner, to produce a duplicate 
or an authenticated copy of his receipt therefor to the 
Secretary's Office. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to wait on 
General Ward be instructed to desire him to provide him- 
self with proper accommodations, and to lay his accounts 
before this House. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to examine 
Accounts sit forthwith. 

A Protest of a number of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Swanzey, against the election of Colonel Bowers, was 
again read, and the Protestors had leave to withdraw their 
Protest. 

Ordered, That Major Hallet, Colonel Bowers, Mr. 
Webster, and Mr. Brent, be added to the Committee to 
examine Accounts. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sewall, Mr. Jones, Col. Thompson, 
Mr. Bancroft, and Colonel Woodbridge, be a Committee 
to consider a Letter from the Committee of Deer-Island, 
relative to the arrival of a Man-of-War of twenty guns, 
and several other Ships, at Penobscot ; and also a Letter 
from the Reverend Mr. Murray, on the same subject, and 
report. 

The Committee on the Letter from St. George's, re- 
ported. The Report, together with the Letter, was recorn- 
inended to the Committee just now appointed to consider 
the Letter from Deer-Island. 

Ordered, That this Committee sit forthwith. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to examine 
Accounts and Muster-Roils be directed to consider twenty- 
eight days as a month, and make up such Rolls accord- 
ingly. 

A Memorial of the Committee of Safety for the Town 
of Salem, was read, and after a long debate, ordered to lie 
on the table. 

The Committee on the Petition of Colonel Easton, re- 
ported. The Report was recommitted, to be drawn in 
form of a Resolve. 

Resolved, That a new Precept be sent to the Town of 
Leominster, for the choice of a Member to represent that 
Town in this Assembly; and that Major Hawley, Mr. 



Phillips, and Major Johnson, be appointed a Committee 
to prepare a Precept accordingly. 

A Petition of Captain John Stevens, with a Roll of his 
Company, was read, and committed to the Standing Com- 
mittee appointed to examine Muster-Roils and Accounts. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 
eight o'clock. 

Wednesday, July 26, 1775. 
Ordered, That Mr, Crane, Col. Davis, and Mr. Vose, 
be a Committee to make further search for the, Letters of 
Gov. Hutchinson, and other enemies of the Country. 

The following gentlemen, being elected Counsellors for 
this Colony, personally accepted of the trust thereby re- 
posed in them, viz : 

Hon. Jedediah Foster, Esq., Hon. James Prescott, Esq., 
Hon. Joseph Palmer, Esq., Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., 
Hon. Jabez Fisher, Esq., Hon. Walter Spooner, Esq., 
Hon, John Taylor, Esq., Hon. Samuel Holten, Esq. 

Ordered, That Dr. Baylis, Major Hawley, and Dr. 
Church, be a Committee to wait upon the other gentlemen 
who were elected to the Board, and are now in this Town, 
and know of them if they accept of their election. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to prepare a 
Letter to the Counsellors be directed to prepare a particu- 
lar Letter to the honourable Delegates at the Continental 
Congress. 

Ordered, That Captain Thatcher, Mr. Watson, and 
Captain Goodman, be a Committee to take. care and dis- 
pose of the Fire-Arms that were in the custody of the 
Committee of Safety. 

The Committee on the Petition of Colonel Easton, 
reported. The Report was accepted. 

Read and Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be 
so far granted, that there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury to Colonel James Easton the sum of four hundred 
Pounds, to be by him applied for the payment of the Non- 
Commissioned Officers and Soldiers in his Regiment that 
have not yet received their forty Shillings advance pay; 
and that there be a further sum of two hundred and forty 
Pounds paid out of said Treasury to Timothy Edwards 
and Samuel Brown, Esqrs., to be laid out for Blankets, at 
the price of twelve Shillings each, for the use of said Regi- 
ment.; and that such Non-Commissioned Officers and Sol- 
diers as. have procured their own Blankets, or that will 
procure them, shall be paid twelve Shillings each in money 
by the said Edwards and Brown, when certified jthereof, 
and take their receipts for the same ; and that there be 
paid out of said Treasury one hundred Pounds more to 
said Edwards and Brown, to be used for billeting said 
Regiment, at the rate of one penny per mile, each man, 
reckoning the distance from the respective places of abode 
of each Soldier to Ticonderoga or Crown Point; also 
that there be paid out of said Treasury two hundred 
Pounds more to said Edwards and Brown, to be expended 
for providing Stockings, Breeches, Shirts, Sic, to supply 
said Regiment in case of necessity, in manner as is direct- 
ed in a Resolve of the late Congress, dated May 9, 1775, 
in which the Commissaries are instructed on what terms 
they are to supply the Army ; the said Easton, Edwards, 
and Brown, to be accountable to this Court for the sums 
they receive and lay out in this affair. The whole sum to 
be drawn out of said Treasury, amounts, in the whole, to 
nine hundred and forty Pounds. 

In Council, July 26, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee on the Petition from Deer-Island 
reported that an Address be sent to the honourable Board 
on the subject thereof. 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Bowers, Captain 
Partridge, and Dr. Baylis, be a Committee to prepare an 
Address accordingly. 

Ordered, That Deacon Rawson, Captain Partridge, and 
Major Brooks, be a Committee to consider the state of the 
Armourers,, and report what is best to be done thereon. 

The Committee appointed to wait upon the Counsellors 
in Town reported that the Hon. Joseph Gerrish Esq., 
Hon . William Sever, Esq., and Hon, Moses Gill, Esq., 
accepted of the trust to which they were elected. 
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The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Messrs. Sheppard and Hunt, reported : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of Messrs. Sheppard and Hunt, with the Account 
committed, having examined the same, beg leave to report 
facts as they find them relative thereto, viz: That in June 
last the late Congress for this Colony appointed a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the state of and organize a Battalion 
of men then at Ticonderoga, who were to be supplied 
with every necessary from Neiv- York , as ordered by the 
Continental Congress. That the said Provincial Commit- 
tee gave no orders to Colonel Easton, or the Surgeon they 
had appointed, to provide Medicine for said Battalion, but 
that the committed Account have, by said Colonel Eas- 
ton's order, been forwarded to the use of said Battalion. 
Your Committee also find that the said Committee appointed 
by the late Congress, appointed a Committee of Supplies 
near Ticonderoga, lest the service might suffer through any 
deficiency from New- York, which Committee of Supplies 
your Committee do not find were applied to for said Medi- 
cine. All which facts are humbly submitted to the lion- 
oufableJHpuse, that they may take such order thereon as 
to their wisdom may seem proper. 

V,%i± ■■■■,■,■ Thomas Rice, per order. 

The Report was recommitted. 

A Petition of Mr, Charles Miller,* Deputy Commis- 
sary-General, praying for directions with respect to a 
quantity of Provisions, which may be in danger of being 
spoiled by heat, was read, and committed to Mr. White, 
of JIatJicTd, Captain Thatcher, and Deacon Raioson. 

Ordered, That when any Member of the House, being 
appointed Chairman of a Committee, is excused, and an- 
other appointed in his stead, the second gentleman named 
in the Committee shall act as Chairman. 

Ordered, That Mr. Davis be appointed, in the room of 
Colonel Freeman, on the Committee who were to consider 
the Petition of Messrs. Sheppard and Hunt. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Answer to a 
Letter received from the Committee of Correspondence of 
the Town of Saybrook, reported. 

The Letter was accepted, and ordered to be copied and 
sent forward. 

Ordered, That information be given to the Committee 
of Supplies, that there are Donations to the value of fifty 
Pounds now in the hands of the Committee of Corres- 
pondence of the Town of Saybrook, and that the saicl 
Committee of Supplies be directed to take proper care of 
the same. 

A Petition of the Commissioned Officers of Colonel 
Eeamed's T Regiment, praying for some Advance Pay, was 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

fydered. That Colonel Freeman, Major Fuller, Captain 
Derby, Colonel Mitchell, and Mr. Hopkins, be aCorn- 
mittee to cot side r the Report of the Committee _of_ Safety 
to. t|^,Jlte"Troyni.cial Congress, relative to a new emission 
of 1211s pZUreJit, and report to this House what is Lest to 
be Jone_tliereQn. __ _ 

Ilesolverfj^Fhal four o'clock in the afternoon be assigned 
for the choice of a Counsellor, in the room of Colonel 
Orne, who has declined going to the Board, 

Afternoon. 
Ordered, That those Gentlemen of the Committee f 
Supplies, who are Members of this House, be directed to 

*To the ITonqurahle the Council and House of Representatives for the 
, ■. _ti .;. i Colony of Massachusetts-Bay : 

"The Petition of Charles Miller, Deputy Commissary-Gsneral for the 
Forces of the Colony aforasaid, humbly shewelh : That several quan- 
tities of Provisions, both of Bread and Meat, having been ruined by 
extraordinary hot weather, of which your Petitioner hitherto _ acqnT.int- 
ed the honourable Committee of Supplies, from whom he received such 
directions as" to justify his conduct in the disposal of them. . As this 
honourable House is assembled, the honourable Committee of Supplies 
recommends your Petitioner to apply for directions in what manner to 
proceed wh>h such Provisions as may be spoiled, by heat or otherwise, 
in the Colony Stores in future. Your Petitioner would beg leave to 
acqtraiirt your Honours, that about three thousand weight of Loaf 
Bread, soured and unfit for food, is now in the Colony Store, and prays 
your Honours' immediate directions, what may bo done wilhihejame. 
And your Petitioner, as In duty bound, shall evei- pray. .: /;/: " ~ : 
; _h : )**i t !?< Ciiari.es Miller, Deputy Commissary-General, 
Cambridge, July 25, 1775. ------ 



give their immediate attendance, and bring with them a 
copy of the Resolves of Congress which compose their 
Commission. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Address to the 
honourable Board, relative to the circumstances of the 
eastern parts of the Colony, reported the following, which 
was accepted: 

To the Honourable the Council of the Colony of the 
Massachusetts-Bay : 
May it please your Honours : The papers accompa- 
nying this request will inform you of the critical situation 
of the inhabitants of the eastern parts of this Province. We 
request your Honours to take this matter under your con- 
sideration, and take such orders thereon as the exigency of 
their circumstances may require ; and this House will con- 
cur in those measures which may be judged necessary for 
their defence. 

Ordered, That Colonel Bowers, Mr. Wheeler, Mr. 
Jewel, Mr. Greenleaf, and Dr. Baylis, be a Committee 
to carry the above Address to the honourable Board, to- 
gether with the Petition from Deer-Island, the Petition 
from St, George's, and the Letter from Mr. Murray. 

The Order of the Day was moved for, ancf Colonel 
Bowers, Captain Brown, and Colonel Freeman, were ap- 
pointed a Committee to receive and sort the vote_s_ for a 
Counsellor for the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, in the 
room of Colonel Orne; who reported that the Honourable 
John Whitcoinb, Esq., was chosen.* 

The Committee on the Petition of Messrs. Sheppard 
arid H«n< again reported, as follows: 

Upon recommitment, July 26, 1775, your Committee 
further find, that the Medicine charged to the committed 
account has as yet, and doubtless will prevent all further 
sHpplies of the like kind to be made by the Committee of 
Supplies for Ticonderoga, appointed by this Colony ; and 
that, although the quantity of Medicine charged in said 
account be twice so much as be necessary for the use of 
the Battalion till the first of October next, yet as they are 
not, upon the whole, extravagantly charged, and consider- 
ing the difficulty there may be in procuring Medicine for 
the future, your Committee humbly give it as their opin- 
ion, that tMs Colony pay the account committed, deduct- 
ing ten Shillings, being miscast, and that the whole be 
considered the property of this Colony. 

Perwder: Thomas Rice. 

Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury, to Messrs. Levi Sheppard and Ebenezer Hunt, of 
Northampton, or to their order, the sum of ninety Pounds, 
nine Shillings, and seven Pence, in full discharge of their 
account for Medicines delivered to Colonel James Easton, 
for the use of the Troops at Ticonderoga ; and the Re- 
ceiver-General is hereby directed to pay the same accord- 
ingly. 

In Council, July 29, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Partridge bring in a Resolve em- 
powering the Committee of Supplies for the Troops at 
Ticonderoga to take a receipt of the Surgeon of said Troops, 
for the Medicines he may receive of Messrs. Sheppard and 
Hunt, and to see that they are discreetly made use of. 

Resolved, That the two Votes passed yesterday, upon 
General WaroYs Letter, be reconsidered ; and that Major 
JS«w>% bring in a .Resolve, expressive of the sense of said 
Votes. 

Then the House adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday,' July 27, 1775. 
Ordered, That Major Hawlcy, Major Bliss, Major 
Brooks, Major Johnson, Colonel Freeman, Colonel Cush- 

*IIouse of Representatives, Watertown, July 25, 1775. 

Honoured Sir :_ I am directed by this House to acquaint you that 
they have elected you a Member of the honourable Council for this. 
Colony the current year; and as you, Sir, are sensible that matters of 
the greatest importance demand our speediest attention, wo hope you 
will take your seat at the Council Board as soon ajonay be. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
The Hon. John Whitcomh, Esq. James Wa *k™: Speaker. 

July 31, 1775 : Read in Council, and the Hon. John Wliitcomb, Esq., 

took his seat at the Board. t> it o 

f ■ (Morton, Secretary pro tern. 
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ing, and Mr. Crane, be a Committee to examine the* 
Resolves of Congress that relate to the Committee of 
Supplies, to see what powers they are vested with, and 
report to the House. 

A Petition of the Committee of Correspondence, Com- 
mittee of Inspection, and Selectmen of the Town of 
Bridgewater,* relative to the conduct of one Ebenezer 
Keith, was read, and committed to Colonel Freeman, 
Colonel Norton, and Colonel Thompson. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the form of a Pre- 
cept, to be sent to the Town of Leominster, for the choice 
of a Member, Sic, reported. 

The form was amended and accepted, and recommitted, 
to have the form of a Return drawn thereon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Report of the 
Committee of Safety to the late Congress, relative to a new 
emission of Bills of Credit, reported ; and four o'clock in 
the afternoon was assigned for the consideration of the 
Report. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve em- 
powering the Committee of Supplies at Ticonderoga to 
take care of the Medicines for the use of the Troops there, 
reported. Read and accepted. 

As it appears to this House that very extravagant quan- 
tities of Medicines have been procured and sent to Dr. 
Jonas Fay, Surgeon in Colonel Boston's Regiment at 
Ticonderoga, for the use of said Regiment: Therefore, 

Resolved, That Messrs. Edwards and Brown, the Com- 
mittee of Supplies for this Colony to said Regiment, be, 
and they are hereby empowered and directed to take a 
receipt of Dr. Fay for the whole of the said Medicine, and 
to endeavour that said Medicine be not embezzled, but 
discreetly used for said Regiment, and the overplus which 
shall not be thus necessarily expended, be safely kept for 
the use of this Colony. 

In Council, July 29, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Petition of the Committee of Inspection for the 
East Precinct in the Town of Pownalborovgh, relative 
to the conduct of one Abiel Wood of that Town, was 
read and committed to Col. Sawyer, Capt. Morton, Mr. 
Wood, Col. Thompson, and Mr. Wheeler. 

A Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Fown albo rough , setting forth several matters of objec- 
tion against the choice and person of Mr. Thomas Rice, 
a member of this House from said Town, was read and 
committed to Col. Freeman, Capt. Gates, Mr. Derby, 
Col. Dwight, Mr. Pettingale, and Capt. Morton. 

— Afternoon. 

Ordered, That ten o'clock, to-morrow morning, be as- 
signed for the choice of a Treasurer and Receiver-General' 
for this Colony, by joint ballot of the honourable Board 
and this House ; and that Col. Bowers, Col. Sawyer, and 
Col. Freeman, be a Committee to inform the honourable 
Board of this assignment. 

*To the Honourable Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir: At a meeting of the Committee of Correspondence, of Inspae- 
tion, and Selectmen of this Town, the conduct of one Ebenezer Keith 
was questioned, for his unfriendly and inimical attempts to injure tho 
cause of Liberty, and subjugate his Country to slavery and ruin. The 
crimes he is guilty of are : signing an Association similar to Ruggles's, 
and encouraging others, by carrying it about ; treating the Committees 
withinsult, when they repeatedly requested him to give them satisfac- 
tion therefor ; abusing his own son for enlisting in the Army, for taking 
an oath to bo true to his Country, and taking the Colony securities ; 
calling him a Rebel, threatening to turn him out of his house, and dis- 
inherit him, if he remained in the Army ; refused to give the Commit- 
tees anynssuranco of his readiness to join his countrymen, in defence . 
of the rights and liberties of America ; said he knew no Congress ; 
neither did choose to give any answers, notwithstanding the Resolve 
of Congress was read to him, which empowered the Committees to 
inquire into the principles and conduct of suspected persons. He has 
been disarmed for some time past, since which his barbarous treatment 
of his son has obliged the Committee to proceed thus further with him, 
and to bring him before them by force. He utterly refuses to give the 
least satisfaction, and the Committee have confined him until your 
Honour shall signify tho directions that the honourable House of Rep- 
resentatives may give concerning said Keith, and which we hereby 
humbly request of them on this urgent occasion, as we find it difficult 
otherwise to put it out of his power to obstruct the measures that are 
taken for the common defence. 

We arej with great esteem, your most obedient and very humble 
servants. Per order : Richard Perkins, Chairman. 

Bridgewater, July 24, 1775. 

P. S. Please to communicate the above to the honourable House of 
Representatives, and return an answer. 



Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board, desiring them to send down the Account of Messrs. 
Shcppard and Hunt, if they have not already passed 
upon it. 

Colonel Foster brought down the same accordingly. 

Walter Spooner, Esq., came down from the honour- 
able Board, and informed this House, that the Board had 
agreed to the assignment of ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing, to join with this House in the choice of a Treasurer, 
by ballot. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought from the honourable Board 
a Petition of Luke Perkins,* of Stoughton, praying that 
he may be furnished with so much Powder as will be 
sufficient to prove the Arms, that he may, from time to 
time, make for the use of the Colony. 

The Order of the Day was moved for, and the Report 
of the Committee for a new emission of Bills of Credit 
was accordingly taken into consideration. 

Resolved, That the highest Bill in such an emission be 
forty Shillings, and the lowest one Shilling. 

That One Hundred Thousand Pounds be the sum to be 
emitted, and that the, Report be recommitted; and the 
Committee are instructed to report accordingly. 

A Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of Wallham, 
praying the General Court to consider the objections 
therein made to the election of Jonas Dix, Esq., as a 
member of this House for said Town, was read ; and the 
Petitioners had leave to withdraw their Petition. 

The Committee appointed to examine Accounts and 
Muster-Roils, reported on the Roll of Captain Wright, 
Captain Stevens, and Captain Matthews. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee in- 
structed to inspect Colonel Arnold's Commission and In- 
structions. 

A Petition of the Committee of the Town of Bristol, 
in the County of Lincoln, praying that this House would 
recommend to the, Continental Congress to grant permis- 
sion to Mr, William Savage to ship one or more loads of 
Provisions from such places at the Southward and West- 
ward, for the use of the distressed inhabitants of this 
Colony to the Eastward of Kennebeck, as may suit him, 
was read, and committed to Colonel Bowers, Mr. Cross, 
and Mr. Batchelder. 

Major Hawley reported, agreeable to order, a Resolve on 
General Ward's Letter, 

The consideration whereof was referred till to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the form of a 
Return on the Precept to be sent to the Town of Leomin- 
ster, reported. 

The Return was accepted ; and the Speaker directed 
to sign a copy thereof, and send to said Town, and also 
one to each Town whose Members have been elected to 
the honourable Board. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow, eight o'clock. 

Friday, July 28, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Rules and Orders of the House be 
fairly transcribed, and posted up in some convenient place 
in this House. 

The Petition of Luke Perkins, of Stoughton, brought 
down yesterday from the honourable Board, was read, and 
thereupon: 

Ordered, That the prayer of the said Petition be 
granted, and that the Committee of Supplies be, and they 
are hereby directed to supply the said Luke Perkins with 
six pounds of Powder for the purpose mentioned in said 
Petition. 

Ordered, That Captain Brown, Mr. Dix, Col. Smith, 
Major Brooks, Major Johnson, Mr. Johnson, of Lynn, and 
Colonel Mcintosh, be a Committee to procure immediately 

* To the Honourable the Council and House of Representatives for the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, now sitting at Waterto'wn : 

Luke Perkins, of Stoughton, who is employed as a Manufacturer of 
Small-Arms for the said Colony, humbly sheweth, that he cannot 
procure a sufficient quantity of Powder in said Colony to prove the 
Arms he may, from time to time, make for the use of said Colony ; 
therefore he prays the honourable Court will furnish him with so 
much Powder as will bo sufficient for the purpose aforesaid. And as 
in duty bound, shall over pray. Luke Perkins, 

S'rouanTON, July 27, 1775. 
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two hundred narrow Axes for the use of the Army ; and 
when procured to put them into the hands of the Com- 
mittee of Supplies, to be by them sent to his Excellency 
General Washington, for the use aforesaid. 

In Council, July 28, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Colonel Cushing, Mr. 
Greenleaf, Captain Batchelder, and Mr. Partridge, be a 
Committee to devise means for the immediate payment to 
those Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers who have 
not received their Advance Pay. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Committee of the 
Town of Bristol* reported a Letter to the honourable 
Continental Congress. 

The Report was read and accepted. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board, informing them that this House is now ready to 
proceed to the choice of a Treasurer and Receiver- 
General. 

Ordered, That Mr. Durfee, Colonel Bowers, and Col. 
Orne, be a Committee to receive and sort the votes for a 
Treasurer and Receiver-General. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., came down and informed the 
House, that the Board is ready to proceed to the choice 
of a Treasurer and Receiver-General. 

A Petition of Eli Stiles, spraying an allowance for his 
time and expense in Toringing Prisoners from Machias, was 
read, and committed to trie Standing Committee appointed 
to examine Accounts, he. 

The Committee appointed to receive and sort the votes 
for a Treasurer and Receiver-General, reported, that Hen- 
ry Gardner, Esq., was unanimously chosen. 

Ordered, That Captain Partridge, Mr. Phillips, and 
Doctor Church, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for 
the purpose of obliging the Treasurer and Receiver-Gen- 
eral to give T3ond in the usual manner. 

Ordered, That Capt. Brown, of ' Abington, Mr. Crane, 
and Col. Lovell, be a Committee to procure the Journals 
of the House of Representatives of this Colony, for five 
or six years back. 

Tlje "Committee on the Return of Colonel Sergeant's 
Regiment reported. 

Ordered,Tbat Dr. Church, Mr. Phillips, and Dr. Bay- 
lis, be a Committee to wait upon his Excellency General 
Washington, and request the favour of him to inform this 
House what This instructions are with respect to giving out 
Commissjons. 

Ordered, That the Report on the Return of Colonel 
Sergeants Regiment lie till the Committee last chosen 
report. " ' 

Ordered, That Henry Gardner, Esq., the Receiver- 
General, be directed to attend this House immediately. 

* The Committee of theTownship of Bristol, in the County of Lin- 
coln, in the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, beg leave to represent 
to the honourable the Provincial Assembly, now assembled at Water- 
town, the very distressed situation that all degrees of the people are 
in, for want of Provisions of every kind, and in short of every neces- 
sary m Ele. Their situation is still made more bitter andjilarming from 
the reflection that the same want is general from the River oif Kenne. 
heck to_ tjie most easternmqst part of this Province, and we are made 
acquainted 1 that there is a standing resolve of the honourable the Con- 
tinental Congress, that no Provisions should be sent from the South- 
fern: CoTbjiiesTojTiJs Province, f° r f ear of such 'supplies falling into the 
hands oFtfie King's Troops, or Men-of-War. 

It is our study and desire that every resolve of the Continental 
Congress suould be held sacred by us. We are sensible that it may 
happen sometimes that individuals or particular places may be injured 
by resolves _which_may notwithstanding be of great utility to the whole 
Continent, in producing a repeal of the many obnoxious acts, and for- 
warding a reconciliation between the Colonies and Mother Country. 
Yet we must petition and beg that you will take our particularly dis- 
tressed^ sjtjiatjpn jjnder your wise consideration, and grant yourselves, 
and also procure a liberty from the honourable the Continentai.Congress, 
to permit the bearer of this, Mr. William Savage, to ship usroriij or more 
loads of P rovi sions, from such places to the Southward, arid Westward 
as may best suit him. And as the above-named Mr. William Savage 
has been amongst us, and made himself Fully acquainted with our 
distressed situation, we beg leave to refer you to him for gush further 
infoimation as jou imy require from him, having no doubt that you 
will comply with this our most carnrst d"sire. 

We are, Geiulomcn, j our most obcdi nt servants, 

^ Tiiom\s BitvrKErr, Cornelius Turner, 

Thomas Thompson, Briogs Tomer. 
Siwuh, Ottes, 

Thomas Boitd, Clerk of the Committee. 

Bristol, July 13, 1775. 



Ordered, That the Committee appointed to wait on 
General Washington, be directed to request the favour of 
him to order a Muster-Roll of the Massachusetts Forces 
to be laid before this House. 

Ordered, That Dr. Church, Col. Boivers, Mr. Batch- 
elder, Major Fuller, and Mr. Rawson, be a Committee to 
consider a Petition of Mrs. Apphia Jones, praying this 
Court to give directions for the appearance at this Court 
of her husband, confined a prisoner at Machias ; or other- 
wise afford him such relief as this Court shall judge proper. 

A Petition of several Armourers, praying for the ap- 
pointment of a Head Armourer, for some advance pay, and 
a convenient place to work in, was read and committed 
to Colonel Thompson, Mr. Jewet, and Mr. Wheeler. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wood, Dr. Baylis, and Mr. Good- 
rich, be a Committee to provide a Hospital in this Town, 
for the use of the sick and wounded in the Army. 

Henry Gardner, Esq., attended according to order, and 
declared his acceptance of the choice this day made of 
him, as Treasurer and Receiver-General of this Colony. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the Honourable 
Board, acquainting them that Henry Gardner, Esq., had 
accepted the trust of Treasurer and Receiver-General of 
this Colony. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down the following Vote 
of Council, viz : 

"In Council, July 28, 1775. 

"Ordered, That Col. Otis and Dr. Winthrop, with such 
as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to 
consider what is necessary to be done relative to a Colony 
Seal. 

"Sent down for concurrence," 

Read and concurred ; and Major Hawley, Dr. Church, 
and Mr. Cushing, are joined. 

Ordered, That Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Wood, and Major 
Ely, be a Committee to settle with Mr. Cross the expend- 
iture of the Money taken out of the Treasury, for the pay- 
ment oTthe advance pay to Col. Phinncy's Regiment. 

A Memorial of the Selectmen of the Townof Sher- 
burn, on the Island of Nantucket, praying that some way 
may be pointed out for opening the corrrmon^channels for 
a supply of the necessaries of life, which, the Memori- 
alists say, have.been interrupted by ways set forth in said 
Petition, was read and committed to Major Hawley, Col. 
Freeman, Col. Dwight, Col. Norton, Capt. Goodman, 
Mr. Cushing, Mr, Rawson, Major Bliss, and Mr. Nye. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Maynard, and Mr. 
Jewet, be a Committee to distribute Mr. Gordon's Elec- 
tion Sermons. 

The Committee appointed to examine Muster-Rolls 
were directed to order the Money due to the Soldiers to 
be paid to them respectively, or to' their order. 

The Secretary brought down from the honourable Board 
the following Message, signed by fifteen of the Council, 
which he read to the House, viz : 

" Council Chamber, July 28, 1775. 
" Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

" We have taken into consideration the critical situation 
of the inhabitants of the eastern parts of this Colony, and 
think it expedient that some measures be speedily taken to 
prevent the enemies of the Country from plundering the 
said inhabitants of their cattle and sheep, &c.7 or in any 
wise of getting a supply there of these or any other arti- 
cles; wherefore we recommend it to you, to" make such 
an addition to the forces already raised and stationed in the 
County of Lincoln as you shall judge needful for that pur- 
pose, and to make suitable provision for their, necessary 

Sl "" i ' James Otis, Eld atj Taylor, 

William Sever, Benjamin .Lincoln, 

Benj. Greenleaf, Michael Farley, 

Walter Spooner, Joseph Palmer, 

Caleb Cushing, Samt^lJEIolten, 

John Winthrop, Jabez Fisher, 

Jedediah Foster, Moses Gill. 
James Prescott, 



289 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JULY, 1775. 



290 



Moses Gill, Esquire, brought down the Petition from 
the County of Bristol, with the Address to the Continen- 
tal Congress on the said Petition, and the following Vote 
of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, July 28, 1775 : Read and concurred, as 
taken into a new Draught. 

The new Draught was at the same time brought down 
by Mr. Gill, and is as follows, viz : 

" To the Honourable American Continental Congress at 
Philadelphia: 
" May it please tour Honours : The distressed situa- 
tion of the eastern parts of this Colony, exhibited in the 
Petition (accompanying this address) from the Committee 
of the Town of Bristol, and the impracticability of convey- 
ing Provisions to them by land, will excuse this Court lor 
troubling the Congress with an address in their behalf. 
The two Houses of Assembly humbly request your Hon- 
ours to take their prayer under your wise consideration, and 
act thereon as in your wisdom you shall think proper." 

Read, and Ordered, That the foregoing Address be sent 
to the American Congress. 

In Council, July 29, 1775 : Read, and Ordered, That 
the foregoing Address be signed by the Secretary, and for- 
warded to the honourable Continental Congress. 

The Committee on the Petition from the Committee of 
Inspection for the East Precinct in the Town of Pownalbo- 
rough reported. Report ordered to lie on the table. 

Leave of absence was granted to Colonel Bowers till 
next Tuesday seven-night. 

Whereas by the Royal Charter it is provided that when 
the Governour, Lieutenant or Deputy-Governour of this 
Province shall happen to die, be displaced, or be absent 
from the Province, the Council, or Assistants, or the major 
part of them, shall have full power and authority to do 
and execute all and eveTy such acts, matters and things 
which the said Governour or Lieutenant or Deputy-Go- 
vernour could lawfully do or exercise ; and whereas the 
late Governour, Lieutenant or Deputy-Governour of the 
Province, have absented themselves, and have refused to 
govern the Province according to said Charter : 

It is, therefore. Resolved, That until the said Governour, 
Lieiitenant-GoveTnour or Deputy-Governour, shall return 
to his or their duty, or some Governour shall be appointed 
to govern the Province according to the Charter aforesaid, 
this House will consider the Constitutional Council of the 
Province, or the major part of them, as Governour of this 
Province, and will acquiesce in whatever said Council, or 
the major part of them, shall constitutionally do in said 
capacity. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Saturday, July 29, 1775. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Committee of 
Correspondence, &c, of the Town ot Bridgewater, report- 
ed. Read and accepted. 

Whereas the Committee of Correspondence of the 
Town of Bridgewater have represented to this House a 
certain Ebenezer Keith, of that Town, as having in a most 
obstinate, daring manner, acted in open violation of the 
recommendation of the Continental and Provincial Con- 
gresses, as well as in direct opposition to the rights and 
liberties of this Country ; more especially by abusing a 
soldier for no other reason than'his enlisting in the service 
of his Country, taking an oath to be true to the same, and 
receiving 'the Colony securities; for which said Committee 
have confined him the said Keith : Therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Committee of Correspondence 
be, and they are hereby directed to continue said Keith in 
their custody, and to confine or secure him in such manner 
as they shall think safe, and till the further order of this 
Court. 

In Council, July 29, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Mr. Rawson was appointed in the room of Captain 
Partridge, on the Committee for bringing in a Resolve 
respecting the Receiver-General's giving Bond. 

The Resolve on the Petition and Account of Messrs. 
Sheppard and Hunt, was sent up to the honourable Board. 
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Colonel Orne was appointed in the room of Colonel 
Dwight on the Petition from Nantucket. 

The Committee appointed to devise means for the imme- 
diate payment of advance wages to the Non-Commissioned 
Officers and Soldiers reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas sundry complaints have been made by some of 
the Soldiers raised by this Colony, that they have not re- 
ceived the advance pay of forty Shillings, agreeable to the 
Resolution of the Provincial Congress: 

Therefore, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
forthwith to apply to the Colonels of the several Regi- 
ments in the camp at Cambridge, Roxbury, &,c, (raised by 
this Colony,) as aforesaid, and obtain of them a complete 
list of the Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers in their 
respective Regiments, that have not received the advance 
pay of forty Shillings, that such methods may be pursued 
as shall remove all just ground of complaint ; and that Col. 
Cushing and Mr. Webster, with such as the honourable 
Board shall join, be a Committee for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. Watson and Mr. Dix be added to 
the Committee appointed to provide a Hospital for the sick 
and wounded in the Army ; and that the Committee be 
instructed to use their discretion in providing such Hospital 
in Cambridge, Watertown, or any neighbouring Town. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Wood, 

Ordered, That Dr. Church, Mr. Greenleaf, and Colo- 
nel Freeman, with such as the honourable RoarjLshall join, 
be a Committee to consider what is proper to be done with 
regard to appointing Apothecaries for the Medical Store at 
Watertown, and to take care of and compound the Medi- 
cines for the use of the Army. 

In Council, August, 1, 1775: Read and concurred, and 
Samuel Holten and E. Taylor, Esqrs., are joined. 

Ordered, That Colonel Cushing, Mr. White, Mr. Davis, 
Colonel Grout, and Dr. Baylis,he a Committee to con- 
sider several Papers laid before the House respecting one 
Andrew Hamilton, a prisoner from Georgetown, and 
report what is proper to be done. 

Ordered, That the Clerk, Mr. Sewell, Colonel Free- 
man, Captain White, and Major Brooks, be a Committee 
to consider a Message from the honourable Board relative 
to the Eastern parts of the Colony. 

Colonel Mitchell was appointed in the room of Colonel 
Bowers, on the Petition of Mrs. Aj>phia Jones, and Mr. 
Devens in the room of Mr. Rawson. 

The Committee on the Petition from Fryburgh re- 
ported. The Report was not accepted, and the Petition 
was dismissed. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board, desiring the Board to send down the Petition from 
Deer-Island, the Petition from St. George's, and the Let- 
ter from the Rev. Mr. Murray, relative to the distressing 
situation of the Eastern parts of the Colony. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought them down accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Receiver-General be directed to 
accommodate those persons who have draughts upon him 
with Colony Notes of such value as may be convenient to 
them ; that the Committee to countersign said Notes be 
directed to attend their duty; and that Mr. Gerry be 
directed to draw a Resolve for that purpose.* 

Ordered, That Dr. Church, Colonel Orne, and Cap- 
tain Batchelder, be a Committee to consider the Account 
of Richard Derby, Esq. 

Ordered, That Captain John Derby's Account be com- 
mitted to the Committee last mentioned. 

Mr. William Barley's Account being read, On/ererf,That 
said Account be allowed; and that Jonas Dix, Esq., be di- 
rected to bring in a Resolve for the payment of the same. 

* In the House of Representatives, July 29, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed by a late Congress of this 
Colony to countersign the Notes of the Receiver-General, be directed 
to attend that service, and to furnish him with such a number of blanks 
as he shall judge necessary to complete the emission of such a grant of 
One Hundred Thousand rounds. 

Then Voted, As the demands on this Colony shall require, before 
other provision can be made, also that the said Receiver-General be di- 
rected, as far as circumstances will permit, to accommodate the persona 
who shall receive said Notes, with such as shall best suit their conve- 
niency, and be agreeable to the Resolves of said Congrew. 

In Council^ July 29, 1775: Read and concurred. 
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A Petition from the Town of Gloucester, read : Ordered, 
That the Petitioner have leave to withdraw his Petition. 

Walter Spooner, Esq., brought down a Resolve of this 
House, appointing a Committee to be joined with a Com- 
mittee of the honourable Board, to apply to the Colonels 
of the several Regiments in the camp at Cambridge and 
Roxbury, for a complete list of such men in their Regiments 
as have not received their advance pay, with their doings 
thereon, viz : 

" In Council, Read and concurred, as taken into a new 
Draught, and Colonel Lincoln is joined." 

The new Draught is as follows, viz : 

"Whereas sundry complaints have been made by some of 
the Soldiers raised by this Colony, that they have not re- 
ceived the advance pay of forty Shillings, agreeable to the 
Resolution of the Provincial Congress: 

" Therefore, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 
forthwith to apply to the Colonels of the several Regiments 
raised by this Colony, and to the Muster-Masters and 
Paymasters in the Camps at Cambridge, Roxbury, &c, 
and obtain of them a complete list of the Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers and Soldiers in their respective Regiments, 
distinguishing those that have been mustered and paid 
from those that have not, that such methods may be pursued 
as shall remove_all just ground of complaint." 

Read, and Ordered, That Colonel Cashing and Mr. 
Webster, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee for the purposes above-mentioned. 

In Council, July 29, 1775: Read and concurred, and Col. 
Lincoln is joined. 

The Committee on the Petition from Machias reported 
that the same lie on the table until an application be made 
from the Committee of Machias. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to attend this 
House, to inform them whether the Council, in the capaci- 
ty of Governour, have consented to the election of Henry 
Gardner, Esq., to be Treasurer and Receiver-General for 
this Colony, the current year. 

The Secretary accordingly came down, and informed the 
House, that the honourable Board, in their capacity as 
aforesaid, have not as yet informed him in this matter. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Report of the 
Committee of Safety respecting the emission of Bills of 
Credit, reported. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee 
instructed to insert in their Report that eight Committees 
be appointed, instead of four, to sign said Bills. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved, That Col. Mitchell have leave to withdraw 
from the files of the late Congress the Account he ex- 
hibited of procuring Spears, and of laying it before this 
House. 

Resolved, That the instructions given the Committee 
who were appointed to examine Muster-Roils, to direct 
that the Soldiers shall receive the Money due to them, 
be reconsidered ; and that said Committee direct that the 
Captains shall receive the Soldiers' Wages, and give 
security for paying the same to the Soldiers. 

The House accepted of Capt. William Bacon and 
Lieut. John Hubbard, as Sureties for Capt. John Stevens ; 
also, Capt. Samuel Kellock, as Surely for Capt. Samuel 
Wright; and Col, Easton and Capt. Wright, as Sure- 
ties for Capt. Matthews. 

Leave of absence was granted to Colonel Grout. 

Ordered, That the Secretary attend, to inform the 
Hou?e if the honourable Council, in capacity of Govern- 
our, had consented to the election of Henry Gardner, 
Esq., as Receiver-General. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Message from 
the honourable Board reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That Dr. Church, Mr. Woodbridge, and Mr. 
SewaU, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee to wait on his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, and inform him of the distressed situation of the 
inhabitants of the Eastern parts of this Colony, and know 
of him iT he pan, consistent with his instructions and the 
general service, order a detachment there, to prevent the 



enemy from ravaging the country, and plundering the 
inhabitants of their cattle, sheep, wood, &ic, to supply 
themselves. 

In Council, July 29, 1775 : Read and concurred, and 
James Otis and William Sever, Esqrs., are joined. 

The Committee attended the service, and reported, ver- 
bally, that his Excellency General Washington gave them 
for answer, that it was the expectation of the Congress that 
each Colony should defend their own sea-coast at their 
own proper expense. 

A Memorial of the Committee of Supplies, relative to 
an insult offered them by Col. Ephraim Doolittle, and a 
Letter from said Doolittle, accompanying it, was read, and 
committed to Mr. Devens, Mr. Cross, Capt. Parker, Mr. 
Dix, and Mr. Greenleaf. 

The Report of the Committee, relative to a new emis- 
sion of Bills of Credit, was again read, and accepted, and 
sent up for concurrence. 

Col. Foster came down from the honourable Board, to 
inquire if the House had any matter to send up to the 
Board this afternoon. 

Ordered, That a Message go up to the honourable 
Board, informing them that nothing would go up from the 
House this evening. 

The Committee on the Memorial of the Committee of 
Supplies reported. The Report was recommitted to Mr. 
Davis, to be reduced to the form of a Resolve. 

The Committee on the Petition from Pownalborough, 
praying that Mr. Rice may be discharged from this House, 
reported. The Report was read, and Tuesday next, at 
nine o'clock, A. M., assigned for the consideration of it. 

Mr. Davis, agreeable to order, reported the following 
Resolve, directing the attendance of Col. Doolittle at this 
House, on Tuesday next, at four o'clock, P. M. : 

Resolved, That Col. Doolittle attend this House, on 
Tuesday, the first day of August next, at four o'clock in 
the afternoon, to answer for his conduct in sending a con- 
temptuous Letter to the Committee of Supplies. 

Then the House adjourned to Monday morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Sabbath-day, July 30, 1775. 

The Speaker having received a Letter last evening from 
General Washington,* relative to a number of the Inha- 
bitants of Boston coming over to Chelsea, as many Mem- 
bers as could be summoned, (viz. about fifty,) met at the 
Meeting House, at eight o'clock, and the Letter from Gen. 
Washington being read and considered, 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Cushing, and Col. 
Orne, be a Committee to bring in a resolve for the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to repair to Chelsea, to take some 
measures for providing for such inhabitants, and guarding 
against the small-pox: who reported the following Re- 
solve, which was accepted, viz : 

Upon advice received last evening from General Wash' 
ington, that the inhabitants of Boston are„unexpectedly 
coming out from that Town to Chelsea, by way of Win- 
nisimit Ferry : and as this House are apprehensive that 
the people of the country may be exposed to take the 
small-pox; the said inhabitants of Boston being suffered 
indiscriminately to resort into the country, and to such 
parts as they may choose: and probably some of the said 
inhabitants may be in such w r eak and infirm circumstances 
as to stand in need of immediate relief: 

Therefore Resolved, That Mr. Freeman, Col. Orne, Mr. 
Cushing, and Major Smith, with such as the honourable 
Board shall join, be a Committee immediately to repair 
to Chelsea, to inspect the state and characters of such 
inhabitants of Boston as have, or may arrive there from 

* Cambridge, July 29, 1775. 

Sir : I have this instant received a letter from Chelsea, of which 
the enclosed is an extract. An the inhabitants aro coming out in a 
different manner than proposed by your Assembly to the Selectmen 
of the Town of Boston, I have not delayed a moment's time in giving 
you the earliest information of it ; and request that you may take the 
matter into consideration, and determine what is proper to be done on 
the occasion. If you think it prudent torecSive them in this manner : 
Query, Whether it may not be proper to appoint sqmo"pbT50n to attend 
the movement ? 

I am, in haste, and with great respect, Sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, Ge'okgs .Washington. .'. 
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thence; and that the said Committee be empowered and 
ordered to do and direct every thing that they shall find 
absolutely necessary for the safety of the Country, and 
the immediate relief of any helpless and indigent persons 
belonging to said Boston, who may arrive at the said 
Chelsea ; and that the said Committee, as soon as may be, 
acquaint this Court of their proceedings in the premises. 

In Council, July 30, 1775 : Read and concurred, and 
Jedediah Foster, Joseph Palmer, and Moses Gill, Esqrs., 
are joined. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
eight o'clock. 

Monday, July 31, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to lay upon 
the table the Resolve of this House directing the Com- 
mittee who were appointed to countersign the Notes for 
borrowing the sum of One Hundred Thousand Pounds, 
emitted by the late Congress, to provide a number more 
for the Treasurer, that he may complete the borrowing said 
sum. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
to inquire if the Board had concurred with the Resolve of 
this House relative to a new emission of Bills of Credit. 

Walter Spooner, Esq., came down from the Board, and 
informed that the Board had not concurred with the Re- 
solve for a new emission of Bills of Credit, but had it now 
under consideration. 

Mr. Spooner, at the same time, brought down the Re- 
port of the Committee who were appointed to repair to 
Chelsea, to take care of the Inhabitants who might come 
out of Boston, viz : 

The Committee appointed by the General Court to re- 
pair to Chelsea, to inspect the state and character of such 
inhabitants of Boston as have or may arrive there from 
thence, and to do and direct every thing that they should 
find absolutely necessary for the safety of the Country and 
the immediate relief of any helpless and indigent persons, 
belonging to Boston, who might arrive at said Chelsea, beg 
leave to report, that they proceeded immediately upon the 
business to which they were appointed, and on their way 
to and at Chelsea found sundry of the inhabitants of Bos- 
ton, who had been allowed to remove, and by them were 
informed that the small-pox had not lately prevailed in 
that Town, and that General Gage had directed that the 
Almshouse Poor should be sent to Salem; but finding that 
no inhabitants were permitted to come out on the day that 
they were there, and that from General Gage's past failure 
in the performance of his solemn agreements with that 
Town, it was very uncertain whether others might come 
out, agreeable to the just expectations of the people, they 
empowered and directed the Selectmen and Committee of 
Correspondence of the Town of Chelsea, or the major 
part of them,* to make strict inquiry into the state and cir- 
cumstances of all persons who should arrive there from Bos- 
ton, and take care of, and provide for the indigent, and 
guard and secure the country against the small-pox, as 
in the commission to them (a copy whereof is herewith 
exhibited) will appear. All which is humbly submitted. 
Jedediah Foster, per order. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Dr. Church, and Mr. 
Wheeler, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee to bring in a Bill for vacating the Commis- 

*To the Selectmen and Committee of Correspondence of the Town of 
Chelsea : 
II having been represented to the Great and Genera] Court, now 
held at Watertown, that the inhabitants of the Town of Boston are 
allowed to come out of that Town to Chelsea, by way of Winnisimit 
Ferry, the said Court, from an apprehension that many of said inha. 
bitants are poor, and unable to remove themselves and the effects they 
may have with them to such places as they may be disposed to repair 
to, and that others may be in weak and infirm circumstances, and stand 
in need of immediate relief; and also that some may, through" care- 
lessness or otherwise, be the means of spreading the small -pox in the 
country: appointed us a Committee to repair to your Town and in- 
spect the state and characters of the inhabitants of Boston who should 
move out in manner aforesaid, and provide against any difficulties aris- 
ing therefrom. We, the said Committee, have attended accordingly, and 
find, upon full inquiry, that there is not so much danger of the small, 
pox as was first apprehended ; and finding that the movement of those 
people is so slow, that we, the said Committee, cannot, consistent with 
our other duty, expected from us by the General Court, attend in per- 
son to the landing of the said inhabitants, not knowing what length of 
time General Gage may take in any degree to perform his engagements 



sions of all such civil officers as have been appointed by 
the Governour, with the advice of Council. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of obliging the Treasurer and Receiver-General to 
give Bond, reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That no person who is or shall be chosen by 
this Court into the office of Treasurer and Receiver-Gene- 
ral for this Colony for the present year, shall be esteemed 
duly qualified to enter upon the execution of that office, 
until he shall first have an oath duly administered to him 
for the faithful performance of the trust of his said office, 
and shall give bond, with sufficient sureties, to the accept- 
ance of a Committee to be appointed by this Court to judge 
in their behalf, both of the sufficiency of the security and 
of such bonds, in the sum of one hundred thousand Pounds, 
lawful money, to the three oldest Counsellors of this Colo- 
ny for the time being ; who are hereby appointed a Com- 
mittee in behalf of the Colony, and especially authorized 
to take said bond to themselves to the use of the Colony; 
which bond shall be conditioned for such Treasurer's duly 
and faithfully discharging the duty of his office, according 
to law, and for rendering an account when and so often as 
he shall be required by the General Court, of all or any 
such sum or sums of money, securities, and other estate of 
this Colony, as he shall from time to time receive or be 
possessed of, to the use of the said Colony, and for his well 
and truly paying and delivering to his successor in said 
office, or to any other person that may be appointed by the 
General Court to receive the same, all such sum or sums 
of money, securities, or other estate of this Colony, as 
upon such settlement of his accounts as shall otherwise be 
found due and payable from him to the Colony, or for which 
he shall be found accountable. And it is further ordered, 
that in case such bond shall not be put in suit within three 
years from the date thereof, it shall be void and of no effect : 
and that Captain Dicks and Major Fuller, with such as the 
honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to judge of 
the sufficiency of the bond to be taken as aforesaid, and of 
such as may offer to become sureties for the Treasurer as 
aforesaid. 

In Council, July 31, 1775: Read and concurred, and 
Mr. Gill is joined. 

Resolved, That eleven o'clock, to-morrow forenoon, be 
assigned for the choice of some gentleman in the room of 
the Hon. Mr. Pitts, who has declined an acceptance of 
his election to the Board. 

Ordered, That Captain White, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. 
Jeivet, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the pur- 
pose of confirming and making valid the Proceedings oi'the 
General Court yesterday, relative to such of the Inhabi- 
tants of Boston as come oyer Winnisimit Ferry to Chelsea, 
the adjournment from Saturday to Monday notwithstand- 
ing- 

Ordered, That Captain Brown procure two tables and 
some benches, to be placed in the chambers of the porches 
for the use of the Committees of the House. 

Ordered, That Dr. Church, Mr. Currier, and Colonel 
Davis, be a Committee to consider the propriety of furnish- 
ing the Town of Newbury port with a quantity of Shot for 
the Cannon placed in a Battery erected in said Town. 

Ordered, That Mr. Woodbridge, Dr. Baylis, and Major 
Cross, be a Committee to consider how the Warrants for 
the Surgeons shall be issued. 

to the inhabitants of that Town, we therefore empower you, or the 
major part of you, and you are hereby empowered and directed, to 
cause a strict inquiry of all persons that shall land in your Town from 
Boston, and if you suspect they or their effects are infected with the 
small-pox, that you see that they be cleansed; and all such indigent 
persons as shall arrive from thence, and be recommended by the Com- 
mittee of Donations to be objects of the charity of the people, that you 
cause them and their effects to be removed to such Towns as have not 
their proportion of such persons, agreeable to the vote of the late Con- 
gress; and all such persons as are so infirm that they cannot be 
removed, that you provide for them at the publick expense, until they 
can be removed, or until otherwise directed by the General Court ; and 
if you find it needful, that you impress carriages, teams, attendants, 
and all other necessaries for the effectuating the purpose aforesaid in 
the most prudent manner ; and that you lay an account,. of your ex- 
penses, and time in carrying this order into execution, before the Gene- 
ral Court, that whatsoever is just may be done to you, arid all such as 
shall act under you and by your order, 

Jedediah Foster, Jonathan Smith, Jos. Palmer, 
Azor Orne, MesES Gill, Nathan Cdsiiing, 

July 31, 1775. Samuel Freeman, 
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Aflernoou. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Report, for the 
purpose of confirming and making valid the Proceedings of 
the General Court yesterday, relative to the Inhabitants of 
Boston coming over to Chelsea, the adjournment from 
Saturday to Monday notwithstanding, reported by way of 
Resolve : 

Whereas the General Court was adjourned on Saturday, 
the 29th of this instant, to Monday, the 31st; but upon 
intelligence received from General Washington, of the re- 
moval of a number of the inhabitants of Boston to Chelsea, 
and fearing that the small- pox might be dispersed through 
the country by their means, it was judged advisable that 
the Court should be assembled sooner than the time to 
which it stood adjourned : which was accordingly done. But 
as some doubts might arise touching the legality of the 
proceedings of the Assembly, convened before the time to 
which they stood adjourned, therefore Resolved, That the 
transactions of the aforesaid meeting, in consequence of the 
afore-mentioned intelligence, be considered to all intents 
and purposes as good and valid. 

In Council, July 31, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of Walt ham, against Mr. Dix having a seat in the House, 
was read, and Wednesday next, at three o'clock in the 
afternoon, assigned for the consideration of it. 

Ordered, That the Petitioners be notified of this assign- 
ment. 

Ordered, That the Selectmen and Town-Clerk of 
fValtham be served with a copy of said Petition, and the 
order taken thereon. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., brought down from the Board a 
Letter from his Excellency General Washington, purport- 
ing that it is not for the general interest of the Colonies 
that there should be a detachment from the Army sent 
to the Eastward. 

A Letter from the Committee of Newluryport , relative 
to the escape of Bridget Phillips, and inquiring what shall 
be done with her effects, was read, and committed to Col. 
Thompson, Mr. Jewet, and Mr. Fessenden. 

Mr. Chauncy brought down from the honourable Board 
the Resolve of this House for a new emission of Bills of 
Credit, with the following order of Council thereon, viz: 

" In Council, July 31, 1775 : Read, and Ordered, That 
Mr. Otis, Mr. Greenleaf, and Mr. Spooner, with such as 
the honourable House shall join, be a Committee to take 
the subject-matter of this Resolve under consideration and 
report." 

Read and non-concurred. 

Ordered, That Major Johnson, Colonel Orne, and Mr. 
Cushing, be a Committee to report a new Resolve for 
furnishing the Receiver-General with a number of blanks 
to complete the emission of One Hundred Thousand 
Pounds, and to leave a blank for the Committee. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board for the Petition from Deer-Island, and the Papers 
accompanying it. 

Colonel Foster came down, and informed the House 
that the Papers relative to Deer-Island were not before 
the Board. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Major Fuller, and Mr. 
Greenleaf, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the 
purpose of reconsidering a Resolve of this Court, direct- 
ing the Receiver-General to give Bond for one hundred 
thousand Pounds, and to direct that he should give Bond 
for the sum of fifty thousand Pounds, with two sufficient 
sureties in the sum of twenty-five thousand Pounds each. 

A Letter from the Committee of Supplies, desiring leave 
to withdraw a Letter of Colonel Doolittle's, and their com- 
plaint against him, was read ; and the request thereof 
granted. 

A Letter from General Lee to the Committee of Sup- 
plies, requesting them to supply Colonel Nixon's Regiment 
with seventy-three Fire-Anns and Bayonets, was laid 
before the House, and Mr. Wheeler was appointed to 
bring in a Resolve directing the Committee of Supplies to 
fumisbVthe said Regiment with so many Fire-Arms and 
Bayonets accordingly. 



The Committee appointed to consider how the Warrants 
for the Surgeons should be issued, reported. Read and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That the Warrants be given out by the hon- 
ourable the Council, as exercising the powers devolving 
on them by Charter, in the absence of Governour and 
Lieutenant-Go vernour. 

In Council, August 1, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

., Tuesday, August 1, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Message from the honourable Board, 
relative to the distressed situation of the Eastern parts of 
the Colony, be recommitted, and that Mr. Greenleaf, Colo- 
nel Thompson, and Dr. Baylis, be added to the Commit- 
tee, in room of Colonel Freeman, Major Brooks, and 
Captain White. 

The Committee on the Petition of Charles Miller, 
Deputy Commissary-General, reported. Read and accept- 
ed. 

Resolved, That all such Provisions as are damaged, 
after being legally condemned, shall, by the Commissary, be 
sold at publick auction, after having given suitable notice of 
the time and place of the sale of the articles to be disposed 
of; and the proceeds thereof shall be by him paid to the 
Receiver-General of the Colony, and take his receipt there- 
for ; and that the Petitioner he served with, a copy of 
this Resolve by the Secretary. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Ordered, That Major Bliss, Colonel Davis, Deacon 
Rauison, Major Ely, and Captain Thatcher, be a Com- 
mittee to take into consideration the victualling the Army, 
and to examine into any supposed deficiencies. 

The Committee appointed to consider General Lee's 
Letter to the Committee of Supplies, reported. Read, and 
ordered to lie upon the table. 

Ordered, That Captain Ellis, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Cross, 
be a Committee to procure the Fire-Arms requested by 
General Lee for Colonel Nixon's Regiment, and to engage 
that payment shall be made for them in forty days. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to take care of 
the Fire-Arms that were in the hands of the Committee of 
Safety, be directed to see that they are put into repair im- 
mediately. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the Petition of Mr. 
Charles Miller, with the following order thereon, viz : 

11 In Council, August 1, 1775: Read and concurred, as 
taken into a new. Draught." 

The new Draught was at the same time brought down 
by Colonel Farley. Read and accepted, and is as follows, 
viz : 

" On the Petition of Charles Miller, Deputy Commissary- 
General for the Forces of the Colony aforesaid, represent- 
ing that there is a quantity of Provisions, both of Bread and 
Meat, damaged by the weather, so as to be unfit for the 
Army, and praying directions in that behalf: 

" Resolved, That all damaged Provisions, after they are 
condemned as unfit for use, by a Committee regularly ap- 
pointed, shall, by the Commissary, be sold at publick 
auction, after he shall have given suitable notice of the 
time and place of the sale thereof; and the proceeds of 
such sale shall be by said Commissary paid to the Receiver- 
General of this Colony, taking his receipt for the same; 
and that the Petitioner be served witli a copy of this Re- 
solve by the Secretary." 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, direct- 
ing the Receiver-General to give Bond for fifty thousand 
Pounds, with two sufficient sureties of twenty-five thousand 
Pounds each, reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed by this Court 
to prepare the form of a Bond to be executed by Henry 
Gardner, Esq., whom this Court has elected to the office 
of Treasurer and Receiver-General of this Colony, be 
directed to accept of the said Henry Gardner) Esq., a 
Bond for the faithful discharge of his office, wherein lie, 
with two sufficient sureties, shall be jointly and severally 
bound in the sum of fifty thousand Pounds, in case the said 
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Gardner shall desire it; and that on his conforming to this 
Resolve the said Henry Gardner, Esq., shall be taken in 
that respect qualified for that office, any thing contained 
in any former Resolve of this Court to the contrary here- 
unto notwithstanding. 

In Council, August 1, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board for the Resolve of this House, relative to a new 
emission of Bills of Credit. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the same accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered, That this Resolve be recommitted, and that 
Mr. Cushing be on the Committee in the room of Colonel 
Freeman. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the Petition against 
Mr. Rice be further referred to four o'clock in the after- 
noon. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. 
Cushing, be a Committee to sort and count the votes for 
a Counsellor in the room of Mr. Pitts. Who reported 
that Captain Benjamin White was chosen. 

Ordered, That Major Hawlcy, Colonel Ome, Mr. 
Cushing, Dr. Church, and Mr. Devens, be a Committee 
to wait upon Captain White to the honourable Board. 

Sundry Accounts against General Washington, for ex- 
pense of horse hire and wagon hire, were laid before this 
House, and committed to the Committee on Accounts, 
viz: George Fynch eon, Joshua Loring, John Worthington, 
Timothy Bliss, and Andrew Colton's. 

Ordered, That Captain Batchelder, Mr. Morgan, Mr. 
Fabyan, and Mr. Harding, be added to the Committee 
on Accounts; and that any five of said Committee be a 
quorum. 

Resolved, That the Coats to be made for the Soldiers be 
made agreeable to a form exhibited by Mr. Billings. 

The Committee to whom was recommitted the Resolve 
for a new emission of Bills of Credit reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie upon the table. 

The Committee appointed to consider the propriety of 
furnishing the Town of Newburyport with a quantity of 
Shot, reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Town of Newburyport having been 
at a great expense to procure Powder and Cannon for their 
defence, that orders be given to the Committee of Sup- 
plies to furnish them with the following articles, on account 
of this Colony, viz: sixty rounds of two-inch shot; sixty 
rounds of two-and-a-half-inch shot ; sixty rounds of three- 
inch shot; thirty rounds for one thirty -two pounder; thirty 
rounds for one twenty-four pounder; forty canisters grape 
shot. 

In Council, August 1, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Mitchell, Mr. Goodrich, and 
Major Bliss, with such as the honourable Board shall 
ioin, be a Committee to consider with Mr. John Brown 
on the situation of our friends in Boston. 

In Council, August 1, 1775: Read and concurred, and 
Moses Gill and fedediah Foster, Esqrs., are joined. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to procure 
Fire-Arms be instructed to procure as many as they can, 
not exceeding forty each ; and to procure them without 
Bayonets, if they cannot be procured with. 

The Committee on Accounts reported a Resolve for the 
payment of Timothy Bliss's and other Accounts. 

The Report was read and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Accounts exhibited by Timothy 
Bliss, Andrew Colton, George Pyncheon, John Worthing- 
ton, and Joshua Loring, for horse and carriage hire, for his 
Excellency General Washington, on his way from Spring- 
field to Leicester, Worcester, &tc, amounting to four 
Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and two Pence, lawful money, 
are well vouched and right cast; and that the same be 
paid according to their respective orders to Capt, George 
Pyncheon. 

In Council, August I, 1775: Read and concurred. 



The Committee appointed to consider the Accounts of 
Mr. John Derby* and Mr. Richard Derby, Jun.,j- re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony to Mr. John Derby, or his order, the 
sum of fifty-seven Pounds and eight Pence sterling, agree- 
able to his Account. 

Resolved, That there be paid to Richard Derby, Jun., 
Esq., or to his order, out of the publick Treasury of this 
Colony, the sum of one hundred and sixteen Pounds, four 
Shillings, and four Pence half-penny, in full of his Account. 
In Council, August 1, 1775: Read and concurred. 
A Memorial of Colonel Benedict Arnold, with his Ac- 
count against the Colony accompanying it, was read, and 
committed to Dr. Church, Capt. Parker, Mr. Rice, Mr. 
Watson, and Mr. Devens. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve direct- 
ing the Receiver-General to accommodate with Small 
Notes such persons as may have orders on him reported. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Phillips, and Deacon 
Rawson, be a Committee to countersign the Notes of the 
Receiver-General, and they are directed forthwith to attend 
that service ; and to furnish him with such a number of 
Blanks as he shall judge necessary to complete the emis- 
sion ofsucli a part of One Hundred Thousand Pounds, voted 
by the late Congress, as the demands on this Colony shall 
require, before other provision can be made. Also, that 

* The Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay to John Derby, Dr. 
1775, 
Aprils, To sundry Stores for my Passage in Schr. Quero 

to England £5 

May — , To expenses at the Isle of Wight and Southampton... 3 5 
To ditto and Post-Chaise Hire from Southampton 

to London, 80 miles, at 9d. per mile 4 15 

To my expenses in London : . 7 17 

To Post-Chaise Hire from London to Falmouth, 294 
miles, at 9<Z. per mile, except the two first Stages 

from London, which is Is. 6d. por mile , 11 8 

To my expenses from London to Falmouth 2 5 

Paid the Searcher and Waiters at Falmouth 1 

To Sea Coil for firing 1 4 

To Light-Money, Pierage, Clearance at Castle, &e. 3 12 

To 3 barrels Bread, 19s., and Carriage 2 17 8 

To 56 lbs. Beef, al 3d.; 12 lbs. Candles, at 9rf 13 

To Small Beer, Greens, &.C., for the people 1 15 

To Boat Hire to fill our Water at Falmouth 4 

To my private expanses at Falmouth 2 

To sundry necessary Stores for my passige home to 

New-England 8 15 

To my time in executing the voyage from hence to 

London and back •■• 

Sterling £57 _8 

Er'i-or3 excepted. :=: 
Salem, July 25, 1775. John Derby. 

iThe Province of Massachusetts-Bay to Richard Derby, Jr., Dr. 
For the Hire, Victualling, Port Charges, Portledge Bill, &c, for the 
Schooner Quero, voyage from Salem, in New-England, to Great 
Britain, and back to Salem aforesaid, in the service of this Colony, 
with Depositions relative to Battle of Lexington, viz : 
1775, 
April 25, To 3 barrels Bread, weighing 2 cwt. 3 qrs., at £ 1 

5s. id. por barrel £3 9 8 

To 1 bushel Beans, 6s.; 11 bushel Peas, at 4s. per 

bushel 12 

To 1 barrel Flour, 18s. ; 25 pounds Candles, at 9d. 

per pound 1 16 9 

To Charges of Clearing at the several Offices 3 

To 20 tons Ballast, at 2s. Bd. per ton; 175 feet 

Plank, at 8d. per foot 3 7 4 

To 2 cords Wood, at 13s. id. per cord ; Paid Smith, 

Tattle and Palfrey, for labour, 15s 2 1 8 

July 19, To the amount of Men's Wages, as per Portledge 

Bill 56 17 11J 

To Hire of the Vessel from 25th April to 19th July 
following, 2 months 24 days, for 62 tons, at 6s. 

per ton per month ......52 1 (• 

To Fr3inium of Insurance on JE300, out and home, 

6 per cent 18 

To Entry at the Custom.House : Collector's, 15s. 
6d. ; Do. Naval Office, 6s. Sd. ; Do. Comptroller's 
Office, 4s. Gd. ; Do. Impost Office, 5s. sterling, is 2 2 4 

jei43~9~~ 2J 
1775, Contra. 

July 19, By 3 barrels Beef, at 40s. per barrel ; 
2 barrels Pork, at 54». per barrel ; 

2 barrels Bread, weighing 1 cwt. 

3 qrs. 26 lbs., at 25s. Id. per bar- 
rel, (returned in the Schooner) £13 18 2 

Aug. 27, By Cash received of W. Gray, £10 

sterling is — 13 6 8 

~- " 27 i 10 

Errors excepted, .£116 4 4J 

Salem, 25th July, 1775. li. Derby, Jus. 
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the said Receiver-General be directed, as far as circum- 
stances will permit, to accommodate the persons who shall 
receive said Notes with such as shall best suit their conve- 
nience, in any sum not less than forty Shillings ; the order 
of this Court of the 29th July last, directing a Committee 
appointed by a late Congress to perform this business, and 
the order of Congress directing the Treasurer to issue none 
for a less sum than for four Pounds, notwithstanding. 

In Council, August 1, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Phillips, and Dea- 
con Rawson, be a Committee to countersign the Colony 
Notes emitted by Congress for borrowing One Hundred 
Thousand Pounds, in the room of the Committee appointed 
by said Congress for that purpose. 

The Resolve for a new emission of Colony Bills being 
amended, was read and accepted. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Ordered, That Mv.Vose, Major Fuller, and Mr. Watson, 
be a Committee to procure suitable Paper for printing the 
Bills upon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Woodbridge be on the Committee 
appointed to consider the situation of the Eastern parts of 
the Colony, in the room of Mr. Freeman. 

Ordered, That the new emission of Bills of Credit be 
printed on types. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition against 
Thomas Rice, Esq., was considered; whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Petitioners have leave to withdraw 
their Petition. 

Ordered, That Captain Broion be directed to procure 
a Pine Desk for the use of the Clerk. 

Colonel Cushing was appointed on the Committee to 
confer with Mr. Brown, relative to the situation of the In- 
habitants of Boston, in the room of Mr. Goodiich. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, August 2, 1775. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee who were appointed to confer with Mr. Brown 
on the situation of the Inhabitants of Boston, viz : 

"In Council, August 2, 1775. 

'•' The Committee of both Houses appointed to confer with 
Mr. Brown, of Boston, upon the situation of our friends in 
Boston, beg leave to report, that they have conferred with 
the said Mr. Brown upon that subject, and are informed 
by him of the following facts, viz : 

"ThatMr..BroM«is of opinion that General Gage would 
be willing that all the inhabitants should leave the Town, 
without exception, who are disposed to go, if Jones and 
Hicks were suffered to go in ; that the inhabitants are 
greatly distressed, being in constant fear of the prevailing 
sickness and want of sustenance ; that Hicks, the printer 3 , 
told him (said Brown) that he had procured thirteen of 
the principal people to be stopped on account of Jones and 
his brothers being detained, and that he promised said 
Hicks that he would do all in his power with the General 
Assembly ^that said Jones and Hicks should be released 
upon condition that said thirteen mig s ht be suffered to leave 
the Town ; the names of some of the gentlemen mention- 
ed are, John Gill, Thomas Boylston, Samuel Whitwell, 
Samuel Partridge, and all the Selectmen in Town ; the 
others he cannot remember: that he (Mr. Brown) has the 
best information that General Gage has consented that the 
Aims-House Poor should be removed to Marblehead, but, 
contrary to his past engagement, refuseth to permit any 
clothing, medicines or provision (saving only for six days) 
to be sent with them ; that the inhabitants and soldiers die 
very fast, and Doctor Elliot says he apprehends that there 
are as many deaths among the inhabitants now as lie had 
known at any time when the Town was fullest of inhabi- 
tants. All which is humbly submitted. 

"Jededtah Foster, per order." 

Ordered, That Colonel Ome and Mr. Hale be qn the 
Committee appointed to consider what is proper to be done 
with regard to appointing Apothecaries for the Medical 



Store in Watertown, &c, in the room of Colonel Freeman 
and Mr. Greenleaf. 

A Letter from the Hon. James Bowdoin, Esq., dated 
Middleborough, July 26lh, 1775, declaring an acceptance 
of his election to the honourable Board, was read. 

A Petition from Benjamin Ames,* a Captain in Colonel 
Frye's Regiment, praying for the advance wages to his 
men, was read. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer be directed to pay to Mr. 
Samuel Phillips a sufficient sum of Money to pay off 
Captain Benjamin Ames's Company; and that Mr. Phil- 
lips be directed to muster said Company, if not already 
mustered, and pay them forty Shillings as advance pay : 
and that Mr. Hopkins be directed to bring in a Resolve 
for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. Batchelder prepare a Letter to Col. 
Whitcomb, Muster-Master, requesting him to lay his Ac- 
counts as soon as may be before this House. 

A Petition of Samuel Allyne Otis, praying this Court 
to direct that a Horse and Chaise, in the hands of Doctor 
Eustis, may be restored to him, as the rightful owner 
thereof, was read, and committed to Colonel Cushing, Dr. 
Church, and Colonel Davis. 

Mr. Hopkins, agreeable to order, brought in a Resolve 
empowering Mr. Samuel Phillips to muster Captain Ben- 
jamin Ames's Company; which was read, and accepted, 
and is as follows, viz : 

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Phillips be directed to 
muster the Company of Captain Benjamin Ames, in Col. 
Frye's Regiment, (if not already mustered,) and that he 
be also empowered to draw out of the publick Treasury of 
this Colony the sum of one hundred and fourteen Pounds, 
for the purpose of paying the sum of forty Shillings as ad- 
vance wages to each of the non-commissioned Officers and 
private Soldiers belonging to the above Company, if they 
have not been paid. And the Receiver-General is hereby 
directed to pay the same to Mr. Phillips accordingly, he 
to be accountable to this Court. 

In Council, August 3, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee on the state of the Eastern Country, re- 
ported. 

The Report was considered and recommitted. 

Major Hawley, by leave of the House (the Galleries 
being first cleared,) brought in the following Resolve for 
procuring Powder, which was accepted, (the Committee 
being first appointed for the purpose therein mentioned,) 
viz: 

Whereas General Washington has represented to the 
Speaker of this House, that the British Troops have this 
week made some new and advanced works, both on Bos- 
ton-Neck and at Charlestoivn, and that their intention in 
the said works seems to be thereby gradually to advance so 
near to the lines of t.he Continental Army, as that they may 
advantageously annoy the said lines, both with bombs and 
cannon shot; and that he, the said General, is of opinion, that 
the Army under his command ought to be so amply sup- 
plied with Powder, as that they may be able by the im- 
provement of their Artillery, not only to obstruct, but 
effectually to demolish the said works of the enemy: And 
as the said General is very desirous of such full supplies 
of Powder that at all events the said Army should not 
fee! any scarcity of Gunpowder, he therefore desires that 

* To the Honourable the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bat, in General Court assembled : 
Your petitioner, a Captain in Colonel James Frye's Regiment, begs 
leave to relate, that the Company which he has the honour to. com- 
mand, consisting of fifty-seven non-commissioned officers and soldiors, 
came into camp at Cambridge on the 19th April last. Thaf sTiice that 
time said Company has regularly done duty ; but though they have 
been in the service of this Colony abovo three months, riot one man 
has received any part of the forty Shillings which a late Congress pro- 
mised should be advanced to them; that these soldiers, with many of 
their families, have suffered difficulties which are not small by reason 
of this delay ; their necessities have been growing daily more urgent, 
till at length I am able to withstand their importunity no longer. I 
am, therefore, constrained most earnestly to entreat of this honourable 
Court that relief to which he humbly presumes he has some claim in 
justice. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
Camp in Cambridge, August 2, 1775. Benjamin Ames. 
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such draughts may be made from such Town stocks of 
Gunpowder, in this Province, and delivered to the use of 
the said Army, as that all reasonable apprehensions of the 
want of Gunpowder may be fully removed from the minds 
of the most timid : Therefore, 

Resolved, That Mr. Crane, Mr. Howard, Captain 
Goodman, Colonel Gushing, Mr. Sivift, Captain Stearns, 
Colonel Cutts, Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. Jewel, be a Com- 
mittee forthwith to consider what Towns in this Colony 
it is expedient for this Court to send to, for part of their 
Town stocks of Powder, in order to procure such full sup- 
plies of Powder for the said Army, as the said General 
conceives proper. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

The Petition against Mr. Dix was read, and the Peti- 
tioners, with a number of evidences, were admitted on the 
floor, who were examined, and the consideration of the 
matter referred to to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 

Benjamin Chadbourn, Esquire, brought down from the 
honourable Board the following order of Council, viz: 

" In Council, August 2, 1775 : Ordered, That Mr. 
Winthrop, Mr. Foster, and Mr. White, with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to confer 
with Lewis, a Chief of the Caughnawaga Tribe of Indians 
(who is now in Town, being conducted here by Colonel 
Bayley of Cohoss,) in order to gain from him all the in- 
telligence they can, respecting the temper and designs of 
the Canadians and Indians towards these Colonies, or any 
other matters that it may be of importance to us to know." 

Read and concurred, and Mr. Howard, Mr. Balchel- 
der, Dr. Church, and Colonel Orne, are joined to the 
Committee of the honourable Board. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to Col. 
Whitcomb, reported. The Letter prepared was accepted, 
and ordered to be transcribed and forwarded. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Thursday, AuguBt 3, 1775. 
Ordered, That Mr. Rice, Colonel Lovell, and Colonel 
Spaulding, be a Committee to consider the Report of a 
Committee of both Houses, who conferred with Mr. 
Brown, and report what is best to be done. 

Ordered, That one of the Committee appointed to 
countersign the Colony Notes, sign with black ink. 

Mr. Chauncy brought down the Report of the Commit- 
tee of both Houses, who were appointed to confer with 
Lewis, a Chief of the Caughnawaga Tribe of Indians, 

V1Z : In Council, August 3, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Lewis, a Chief 
of the Caughnawaga Tribe of Indians, who is now in 
Town, (being conducted here by Colonel Bayley of Co- 
hoss,) concerning the temper and designs of the Canadians 
and Indians towards these Colonies, have attended to that 
service, and beg leave to lay before this honourable Court 
the several questions proposed by the Committee to the 
said Lewis, and the answers made by him ; which were as 
follows, viz : 

Question. How many are there in the Caughnawaga 
Tribe ? 

Answer. Five hundred Men able to bear Arms. 

Q. How many in St. Francois 1 

A. I do not know: they are a different Nation. 

(^. How many in Aronok 1 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Is there any other Nation of Indians near your 
Tribe ? 

A. Yes ; Cannasataug. The number of them I can- 
not tell. 

Q. Has the Governour of Canada prevailed on the St. 
Frangois Indians to take up Arms against these Colonies? 

A. The Governour sent out Messrs. St. Lue and Boeh- 
passion, to invite the several Tribes of Indians to take up 
Arms against you. At his desire they held a Grand Coun- 
cil, and the French Officers gave each man half a pound 
of powder and a drink of brandy, and an ox among them 
for a feast. They answered, no body had taken Arms 
against them, and they would not take Arms against any 



body to trouble them ; and they chose to rest in peace. 
Upon this answer, the Officers told them, if you do not 
take up Arms the Yankees will come and destroy you all. 
The Indians answered again, when those men come here 
to destroy us, then we will take up Arms and defend our- 
selves ; but we will not go to seek people to quarrel with 
them. The Officers then told them, if you will not take 
up Arms, the Regulars will come and destroy you and 
take your Lands. They answered, you may come as soon 
as you have a mind to; and whoever comes to attack us, 
we will take Arms and defend ourselves. The Officers 
tried to engage their young men to take Arms, by putting 
two Johannes a-piece into their hands ; but when the 
Chiefs knew it, they took the money from them and re- 
turned it to the Officers, and told the young men if they 
offered to engage they would put them to death. 

Q. Did you hear of any other Nations of Indians that 
consented to take Arms? 

A. There is another Nation called Ottowas, at a greater 
distance, which the Governour endeavoured to engage, 
telling them that the other Nations had agreed to do it. 
Upon which the Ottowas sent twenty of their Tribe to the 
General Council before-mentioned, to inform them of the 
Governour's Message, and inquire whether they had 
agreed to take Arms? They answered, they had not; 
and if they had had any thought of it they would have 
given them notice. The French Officers had further told 
them, that New-York and all the other Governments to 
the Southward were going to take Arms against the Yan- 
kees. 

Q. What do you know of the disposition of the French 
Canadians towards us? 

A. Their disposition is the same as that of the Indians. 
The Governour tried last winter to raise two thousand 
Troops, but he could not engage any. They were dis- 
posed to remain upon their own land in peace. 

Q. What number of Regulars is there in Canada '! 

A. About five hundred in all. 

Q. Where are they stationed ? 

A. A Sergeant and five privates at Qiiebcck ; twenty at 
Montreal, and the rest are gone to St. John's. 

Q. What account did the French Officers give of us? 

A. When I went for my pass, the Governour told me 
that you were not capable of defending yourselves, and 
read me a Letter, purporting that the King's Troops had 
killed two thousand of your People, without reckoning the 
wounded, and burnt one of your Towns. 

All which is humbly submitted. 

By order of the Committee, J. Winthrop. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the situation of the Eastern parts of the Colony was again 
read, and accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Whereas it is necessary for the safety of this Colony, 
and the protection of the eastern parts of it in particular, 
that an additional force should be stationed in the County 
of Lincoln, to defend the Country from the inroads of our 
enemies and prevent their plundering the inhabitants of 
their Cattle, Sheep, Wood, Sic, in order to supply the 
Fleet and Troops at Boston : 

Therefore, Resolced, That the honourable Board be, 
and hereby are desired to direct Captain James Curtis's 
Company, lately arrived at the Camp in Cambridge, from 
Brunswick, to repair immediately to Deer-Island with six 
Whale-Boats, and when arrived there, to be under the di- 
rection of some person who may be appointed by the 
honourable Board. And the Committee of Supplies are 
hereby directed to supply Captain Curtis with two months' 
allowance of Provisions for his said Company. 

And it is hereby Resolved, That the Officers and Sol- 
diers of said Curtis's Company shall receive forty Shillings 
advance pay, on their being mustered ; and the honoura- 
ble Board are desired to appoint some persons to muster 
them as soon as may be, and also, that some person or 
persons be appointed to muster the other two Companies 
as soon as raised. 

And it is further Resolved, That there be two other 
Companies of fifty-nine Men each, including Officers, im- 
mediately raised for the purpose aforesaid ; and that it be 
recorrfmended to the honourable Board to appoint a Com- 
mittee to deliver out enlisting orders to such persons as the 
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Committee may see fit. And the honourable Board are 
hereby desired to appoint some suitable person to order 
and direct the said Companies, in the said County of Lin- 
coln, as he shall think will most promote the interest and 
safety of the Colony. 

It is likewise Resolved, That the pay of the said three 
Companies shall be equal to the pay established for the 
Massachusetts Forces, raised for the defence of the Sea- 
Coasts. And it is further requested of the honourable 
_ Board, that in case the general service should require the 
aid of any of the Forces already stationed in the County 
of Lincoln, such Commanding Officer might be authorized 
to draw from the place where such Forces may be station- 
ed, so many Companies or parts of Companies as he shall 
think necessary; and such Companies, both Officers and 
Soldiers, are hereby directed to obey the orders of the 
said Commanding Officer accordingly. 

And the Selectmen of the several Towns where such 
Forces shall be ordered, (or the Assessors of any Planta- 
tion where there are no Selectmen,) are hereby empowered 
and directed to supply them with suitable Provisions (two 
months' allowance for Captain Curtis's Company except- 
ed) during their stay in such Town or Plantation ; for which 
they shall be paid out of the publick Treasury the sum of 
six Shillings per week for each man who shall be so sup- 
plied. And the Committee of Supplies are hereby direct- 
ed to furnish said Curtis with three barrels of Powder, one 
thousand weight of Ball, five hundred Flints, and two hun- 
dred bushels of Indian Corn, or Flour equivalent, to be 
delivered to such Commanding Officer as may be appointed 
by the honourable Board, for the use of the said Forces ; 
such Powder, Ball and Flints to be disposed of at the dis- 
cretion of the Commanding Officer, and the Corn or Flour 
to be delivered to such Selectmen or Assessors of any 
Towns or Plantations who may supply said Forces with 
Provision ; they to be accountable for what they may re- 
spectively receive. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Committee who 
may be appointed by the honourable Board to give out En- 
listing Orders, be empowered and directed to procure, or 
cause to be procured, eight other Whale-Boats, for the use 
of the said Forces ; and if such Boats cannot be readily 
provided, the said Committee are hereby empowered to 
draw an order on the Hon. Jedediah Preble, Esq., and the 
Hon. Enoch Freeman, Esq., of Falmouth, for the Boats 
they have been building; who are hereby directed to de- 
liver the same to such order accordingly, and charge them 
to the Colony, and immediately to cause as many more to 
be built at the expense of the Colony, for the use of the 
Forces stationed in the County of Cumberland. 

And it is further recommended to the honourable Board, 
to empower suitable persons to have the direction of the 
Forces stationed in the Counties of Cumberland and Lin- 
coln, and from time to time to order any or all the said 
Forces to any place in either of the said Counties, as emer- 
gencies may require. 

And the honourable Board are likewise desired to give 
instructions to the Commanding Officer in said County of 
Lincoln to order that Fort Poumall, at Penobscot, be im- 
mediately demolished. 

In Council, August 4, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The House took under consideration the Petition of a 
number of the Inhabitants of Waltham against the election 
of Mr. Dix, and after debates thereon, the question was 
put, Whether Mr. Dix was duly chosen, and had a right 
to a seat in this House? and it passed in the negative. 

On a motion, Ordered, That a new Precept be issued 
to the Inhabitants of the Town of Waltham for the choice 
of some person or persons to represent them in this House. 

Mr. Dickerson was appointed in the room of Mr. Dix 
on the Committee of Accounts. 

Ordered, That Mr. Derby, Mr. Lock, and Major John- 
son, be a Committee to inquire into the cause of General 
Sullivan's taking a House in the Town of Mistick for a 
Hospital. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
what Towns it would be expedient to draw Powder from, 
be a Committee to report gome directions to those persons 
who may be employed to procure it. 



Resolved, That Mr. William Grecnleaf, Joseph Green- 
leaf, Esq., and Dr. Peter Roberts, be, and hereby are em- 
powered to repair immediately to Chelsea, to take care and 
make provision for the poor distressed Inhabitants of Bos- 
ton now coming over Winnisimit Ferry. 

A Petition of Mr. Elijah Babcock, praying this Court 
to give him an order on the Treasury for the payment of 
his account of sundry charges as Commissary in the North- 
ern Department, was read, and committed to tlie Commit- 
tee on Accounts. 

Ordered, That Captain Batchelder, Colonel Orne, and 
Colonel Thompson, be a Committee to consider the Re- 
port of the Committee appointed to confer with Lewis, a 
Chief of the Caughnawaga Tribe of Indians, and report 
what is best to be done. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bryant, Captain Goodman, and 
Colonel Cult, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, be a Committee to examine Mr. Edward Parry, who 
has been brought from Georgetown to this Court, in con- 
sequence of a Resolve of the late Provincial Congress, the 
26th of June last, and report what is proper to be done 
with him. 

In Council, August 3, 1775: Read and concurred, and 
Charles Chauncy and Benjamin Lincoln, Esquires, are 
joined. 

A Petition of David Thompson, Junior, of Stoughton, 
who represents, that having lost his arm in the service of 
the Country, at Fort William Henry, he has received a 
yearly pension from this Colony till last year, and it being 
now discontinued, prays this Court to consider his indigent 
circumstances, and grant him relief, was read, and com- 
mitted to Colonel Lovell, Colonel Cushing, and Mr. Ser- 
geant. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses appointed to confer with 
Mr. Brown, on the situation of the Inhabitants of Boston, 
reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of the 
Committee of Inspection of the East Parish of the Town 
of Pownalborough, was considered, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the facts alleged in the Petition of Tim- 
othy Langdon and others, Committee of Inspection for the 
East Parish of the Town of Pownalborough, against Mr. 
Abiel Wood, respecting his conduct, were proper to be 
considered by the Committee of Inspection, and that from 
their representation, they had sufficient evidence of the 
facts to deem him an enemy to his Country; and thatC'om- 
mitttees of Inspection are the only bodies recommended by 
the Continental Congress to judge and determine respect- 
ing infringements of the Association of the Continental 
Congress ; and that Committees of Correspondence are 
not authorized for that end; and that, from the represent- 
ation made by the Committee of Inspection, this Court 
approve of their conduct. 

In Council, August 3, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Report of the 
Committee who were appointed to confer with Lewis, an 
Indian Chief, reported. 

The Report was accepted, and recommitted, to be drawn 
into a Resolve. 

Three Bonds to the Receiver-General, viz: Captain 
Isaac Matthews's, Captain Samuel Wright's, and Captain 
John Sjevens's, each of them conditioned to pay the Men 
in their respective Companies the wages due to them for 
their service at Crown Point, agreeable to the muster-rolls 
committed to them, were severally read, and approved of. 

The Committee on Accounts and Muster-Roils reported 
a Resolve on the Muster-Roll (amounting to one hundred 
and forty-two Pounds, three Shillings, and eleven Pence) 
and Petition of Captain John Stevens, which was accept- 
ed, and sent up for concurrence. 

Resolved, That the aforegoing Pay-Roll, exhibited by 
Captain John Stevens, in Colonel Benedict Arnold's Regi- 
ment, is right cast and properly vouched, and that the same, 
amounting to £142 3*. lid., be paid out of the publick 
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Treasury of this Colony, to the said Captain John Stevens, Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Report of the 
(in full discharge of the said Pay-Roil,*) for the use of Committee appointed to consider what is proper to be 



the several persons named therein ; he having given bond, 
with sufficient surety, to the satisfaction of this House, 
for the faithful payment of the several persons named 
therein. 

In Council, August 3, 1775: Read and concurred. 

An Account of Dr. Ebenezcr Marvin, for sundry arti- 
cles supplied and services done Colonel Benedict Arnold, 
with a Petition annexed, was read, and committed to the 
Committee appointed to consider Colonel Arnold's Ac- 
counts. 

A Petition from the Committee of the Town of Cam- 
den, f representing the distressed situation of the Inhabi- 
tants, from the scarcity of Provisions, and praying relief, 
was read, and committed to Mr. Davis of ' Edgecomb, Mr. 
Davis of Barnstable, Captain Parker, Mr. Woodbridge, 
and Major Johnson. 

The Committee on Accounts reported a Resolve for 
payment of the Account of Captain John Stevens, (for 
twenty-one Pounds, fifteen Shillings,) which was accepted, 
and sent up for concurrence. 

The Committee on Accounts reported a Resolve for 
the payment of Captain Wright's Muster-Roll and Ac- 
count. 

Resolved, That there be paid to Capt. Samuel Wright, 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, the sum of 
one hundred and thirty-five Pounds, twelve' Shillings, and 
two Pence half-penny, in full discharge of his Pay-Roll, 
in Colonel Arnold's Regiment, for the use of the several 
persons named therein ; he having given bonds, with suffi- 
cient sureties, to the satisfaction of this House, faithfully 
to apply the same to that use: the Blankets charged there- 
in having been first deducted, and the sum paid him by 
Col. Arnold being also deducted, one hundred and tbirty- 
five Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and two Pence half-penny, 
balance due. And also the further sum of four Pounds, 
fifteen Shillings, and eleven Pence, being the expenses of 
inarching his men to Ticonderoga, St. John's, he. 

The Report wasxead and accepted. 

In Council, August 3, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

*To the Honourable His Majesty's Council and House of Represents. 

fives of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, in General Court as. 

sembled, July, 1775 : 

Most humbly sheweth that ho," John Stevens, served as a Captain 
under Colonel Benedict Arnold, at the taking of the Fortresses of 77- 
conderoga, &c, at the westward; that lately the said Colonel Arnold 
has disbanded his Regiment, and directed your petitioner to present the 
Roll of his Company to this honourable Vouri for their acceptance and 
payment, agreeable to the order of the Committee appointed by the 
late honourable Provincial Congress to repair to those posts. The fol- 
lowing Roll exhibits the service and pay of said Company; which 
your petitioner humbly prays may be allowed and paid, together with 
his other disbursements. And, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

John Stevens. 
A Roll of Captain John Stevens's Company, in Colonel Arnold's Regi- 

mtnt, in the Massachusetts service, for the Reduction of Ticonde- 

sooa, Crown Point, cj-e. : 

John Stevens, CapYam, enlisted May 1st ; Peter Castle, Lieutenant, 
Eliphalet Castle and Nathaniel Stevens, Sergeants, John Metlengo 
and Jonas Putnam, Corporals, Efferon Putnam, Edmund Frost, Samuel 
Morrison, Nathaniel Burr, William Clark, Peter Griffin, David Tow- 



done with regard to appointing Apothecaries for the Med- 
ical Store in Watertown, &c, viz : 

" In CoHncil, August 3, 1775. 

"The Committee appointed by both Houses to consider 
what is proper to be done with regard to appointing Apoth- 
ecaries for the Medical Store at Watertown, &c, beg leave 
to report : 

"That the Medical Store in Watertown be continued 
where it now is, and that Mr. Andrew Craigie, appoint- 
ed by the late Congress Apothecary to the Colony, be 
directed to take the care thereof, and prepare the neces- 
sary compositions ; and that Mr. James Miller Church be 
appointed Assistant Apothecary to said Store, to put up 
and distribute said Medicines, agreeable to the orders of 
the Committee appointed by the late Congress to take care 
of the Medical Stores ; and this Committee would further 
recommend, that an establishment be made for said Apoth- 
ecary and Assistant Apothecary." 

Read and concurred. 

A new draught of a Resolve for the emission of Bills 
of Credit was read and passed, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Committee on Accounts and Muster-Roils report- 
ed a Resolve for the payment of Captain Isaac Matthews'* 
Muster-Roll, (thirty-nine Pounds, nineteen Shillings and 
one Penny,) and Account, (three Pounds,) which was 
read and accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 

In Council, August 3, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee on Colonel Arnold's Account were di- 
rected to sit forthwith, and not to report in favour of any 
persons who may have orders from said Arnold, until they 
have reported upon Colonel Arnold's Account; and not to 
report on his Account until he has exhibited his whole ac- 
count of the debt he has incurred on account of charges 
for the service of the Colony. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition from 
Nantucket reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the table. 

A Letter from the Committee of Inspection of the 
Town of Dartmouth, informing the Court that Mr. Fran- 
cis Botch is fitting out a number of Ships for Falkland 
Islands, was read, and committed to Captain Carpenter, 
Mr. Devens, Mr. Rice of Hardwick, Mr. Rice of Pownal- 
borough, and Captain Batchelder. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and hereby 
is directed to keep an exact and particular account of all 
Moneys paid by him to the Officers of the Army. 

Resolved, That the establishment for an Apothecary be 
seven Pounds ten Shillings per month, and for an Assis- 
tant Apothecary four Pounds per month. 

In Council, August 4, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Major Johnson, and 
Colonel Orne, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, be a Committee to take the deposition of Captain 

sey, Hugh Morrison, Ephraim Eayres. James WellsTjames' Bolto„; f °" A W '? 'f^ t0 ^J*™?™ the CommltfeejBent 

and Peleg Hart, enlisted jtfay loth; Gershom Flagg, Amos Cook, Alex. b y the ' ate Congress to Ihconderoga and Crown Point 

anderJOdd^John Walker, John Bolton, Ebenezer Newell, Daniel Be- received there; and that Colonel Arnold, with Such of 



man, John Cowin, Andrew English, John McDonald, William Suth- 
erland, Asaph Putnam, John Varnuin, and Robert Shannon, enlisted 
May 1 7th. 

t To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Massachusetts- 
Bat. The humble Petition of the Town of Camden, in Penobscot- 
Bay: 

We, the Committee appointed by the inhabitants of this Town, do 
now despatch, on their behalf, the bearer, to inform you of the arrival 
of a Fleet at Long-Tslahd, in "this Bay, on the purpose of exchanging 
ProvTsrons for Cord Wood, who have advised us of their peaceable in. 
lentions by letter, and have conveyed to us a copy of a certificate from 
the Gentlemen Selectmen of the Town of Boston, recommending to 
the inhabitants of these parts to afford thein all proper assistance 



the said Committee of Congress as are now in Town, be 
notified of the lime and place for the taking said deposi- 
tion, that they may attend if they see proper. ' 

Colonel Davis was appointed a Monitor, in the room of 
Mr. Dix. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, eMit 
o'clock. ° 



Friday, August 4, 1775. 

_ . . , On a motion made, that a Bill be brought in for making 

^ S ir r T 0S l si , tie Y re ve t T^i at ' °wing to the scarcity of Provi- the pay of the Representatives of each Town a eeneral 

!. I' I. }, ■ ° U i" stoom .i t h >g nI y prejudicial to tlie community to publick charge auhu d general 

Resolved, That four o'clock in the afternoon be assigned 
for the consideration thereof. 



. . „ . . „ — - community 

open: such an intercourse with them, contrary to the Resolves of your 
How. We, your humble petitioners, do therefore most earnestly pray 
for your advice in so important a matter to us, (we being but a new 
settlement, depending on out CordWood till our farms are somewhat 
brought to,) whether you will be pleased to afford us any assistance 
with respect to Provisrems, or allow us to exchange the said Wood for 
Provisions, to answer our present necessities, 

Abraham Ogier, ) „ 

John Ballard, } Lo *mttee of 

James Minot, ) tamden - 

Fourth Series. — Vol. m. 
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Resolved, That sixteen Pounds five Shillings be paid 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony to Colonel 
Jacob Bailey, in full for his service and the service of an 
Indian Chief, one Lewis Tataranco, of the Caughnawaga 
Tribe, which Indian was employed by said Bailey thirty- 
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nine days on a voyage to Canada, in the service of this 
Colony. 

In Council, August 4, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

A Bill for removing all the Officers, both civil and mili- 
tary, in this Colony, was read the first time, and ordered to 
be read again at five o'clock in the afternoon. 

An Account of Mr. Benjamin Batchelder, for taking care 
of and keeping Horses, which were employed in escorting 
General Washington, was read, and committed to the 
Committee on Accounts ; and, also, an Account of Joseph 
Chaddock, for escorting the Delegates of this Colonyfrom 
Brookfield to Springfield, on their way to the Continen- 
tal Congress;* also, an Account of the Honourable James 
Warren, ^Esq., of his expenses to Providence in July last. 

The Committee appointed to prepare directions to per- 
sons employed to procure Powder, reported. The Report 
was read and recommitted. 

The Report of the Committee of this House, on the 
Report of a Committee of both Houses, who were ap- 
pointed to confer with Mr. Brown on the situation of our 
friends in Boston, was again read, and recommitted, 

Ordered, That Captain [Goodman, Mr. Hale, Deacon 
Rawson, Mr. lngals, and Captain Bragdon, be a Com- 
mittee to consider what is proper to he done relative, to the 
expense of billeting Soldiers from their respective homes 
to Head-Quarters. 

Tta Report of the Committee, giving directions to those 
persons who are to procure Powder from several Towns in 
theCoJony, was read, and accepted; and is as follows^ viz: 
,, Whereas it^has been„represented to this House that a 
larger quantity of Powder is wanted than _ is at present in 
the. Magazine, and considering low much depends upon 
that .nrpst necessary article, which, under God, , if provided, 
may "prove the salvation of America : it is, therefore, Re- 
solved, That the respective Towns and .Districts, in the 
Counties hereafter named, (they lying least exposed, to the 
depredations of the enemy of any which have not already 
been draughted upon,) be directed to deliver to the Com- 
mittee who are appointed for that purpose' their Towns' 
stock of Powder, except so much as is proposed to be re- 
served in each Town and District, according to the follow- 
ing schedule. And the Committee are hereby directed to 
»ive their Receipts to the respective Selectmen of such 
Towns and Districts as they shall receive Powder from, 
in the form following, viz : 

"The . . day of . . . 1775, received of A. B. C. Select- 
men of the Town of . . . , the Town's stock of Povvder, 
containing .... weight, to the use of the Continental 
Army, which Powder is to be replaced again as soon as 
the ;j stat^of the publick Magazine will admit, or paid for in 



And the Committee appointed to receive the Powder 
are hereby severally empowered and directed to employ 
such Teamsters as shall be necessary, with all possible de- 
spatch, to convey the same to the Committee of Supplies, 
and upon the delivering of said Powder, and producing a 
Certificate from either of the Committee-men appointed to 
oolkct said Powder, setting forth the sum agreed on for 
the_conveyance_of the same, the Committee of Supplies 
shall give said Teamsters a Certificate ..of the receipt of 
said Powder, which Certificate being laid before, the Coun- 
cil, said Teamsters shall receive a warrant from the. major 
part of the Council on the publick Treasury of the Colo- 
ny for the sum agreed upon, to be paid in Colony Notes 
and Bills ; and the Receiver-General is hereby directed to 
pay the same accordingly. 

*" In Committee op Safety, Cambridge, April 25, 1775. 

" Resolved, That Captain Joseph Chaddock be ordered with tho 
Troop of Horse under his command to proceed forward as an Escort to 
the Honourable Members of the Continental Congress, on their way to 
Philadelphia, until they are mothy in Escort from the Colony of Con- 
necticut. Josem Warren, Chairman." 

In obedience to a Resolve of the Committee of Safety, at Cambridge, 
April 35, 1775, I have waited two days and a half with thirteen Men 
of the Troop of Horse under my command, from Brookfield as far as 
Springfield.Ferry, as an Escort to the Honourable Members of the 
Continental Congress, on their way to Philadelphia. 

Brookfjeld, April 28, 1775. . Joseph Cuaddock, Captain. 

lieutenant David Hitchcock, Corporal A. WalJcer, Corporal Benj a. 
min Potter, Corporal Roger Bruce, Corporal Joseph Bush, Jufi., Elisha 
Holten, Thomas Moore, Jedediah Baldwin, Benjamin Gilbert, Nath. 
Barrett, J, Cuttler, Thomas Hill, Daniel Bartleit. 



And the Committee appointed for the aforementioned 
purposes are still further directed and empowered to col- 
lect Powder from other Towns than are expressed in the 
following schedule, where it may be had, and give their 
receipts as expressed above. And, also, to purchase of 
any private person who may have of that article to sell, 
and lay their accounts of Powder so purchased before this 
Court. The persons whose names follow are appointed 
a Committee for the purposes expressed in the foregoing 
Resolve. 

Suffolk : Mr. Perry and Captain Vose. 

Essex: Mr. Mighill and Mr. Webster. 

Middlesex : Dr. Fletcher, Deacon Slickney, and Col. 
Smith. 

Plymouth : Colonel Cushing. 

Bristol: Colonel Williams. 

Suffolk County. — To be left in Town of Milton 2 
half barrels, Dcdham 1 ditto, Med field \, W rent ham 2, 
Needham, 1, Stoughtonham I, Medway 1, Bellingham 1, 
Walpole 1. 

Essex County. — To be left in Town of Danvers 2 hajf 
barrels, Newbury 2 ditto, Neivburyport 8. 

Middlesex County. — To be left in Town of Woburn 
2 half barrels, Concord 2 ditto, Newton 2, Reading 2, 
Marlboro 2, Billerica 1, Framingham 2, Chelmsford 2, 
Sherburne 1, Sudbury 2, Weston 1, Littleton I, Hopk'mton 
1, Teivksbury 1, Acton 1, Dunstable 1, Lincoln 1, Wil- 
mington 1. .......... 

Plymouth Cojinty,— To bfi left . in. Town .aLMiddle- 
bury 2 half barrels, iBridgewuter S ditto, AMngton 2, 
Halifax 1, Plymouth 12, Pembroke 2, Hanover 2, Ando- 
ver 2, Rowley 2, Haverhill 2, Topsfield 1, B oxford 1, 
Almsbury2, Bradford 1, Middletown 1, Metjtuen 1, West- 
ford . 1, WaJiham 1, Stow I, Groton 1, Shirley 1, Fippe- 
rettl, Toivnsendl,AsJiley \,Natick \,J)racut 1, Bedford 
1, Holliston 1, Kingston 2. 

Bkistol.CountYj.— Tp be left., in Town of Taunton 2 
half barrels, Rehoboth 2. ditto, Norton 1, Marshfield 1, 
Freetown 2, Berkley 1, Attlebury 2, Raynhaml, East on 
1, Dartmouth \, . _. _ 

In Council, August 4, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee on the Letter from Newburypori re- 
ported. The Report was recommitted. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Captain Morton, Major Goodwin, and 
Colonel Hale, be a Committee to consider what method 
shall be taken to supply those Soldiers with Blankets who 
have not as yet received any. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Town of Cam- 
den, in Penobscot-Bay, and the papers accompanying it, 
reported. The Report was read and accepted, and it Is as 
follows, viz : 

Upon the Petition of James Minot and others, Com- 
mittee of Safety of the Town of Camden, setting forth 
the distressed circumstances of said Town on account of 
the great scarcity of bread, and praying for assistance ; jind 
considering their firmness to the cause for which we are 
now struggling: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to supply said James Minot with two hundred bushels of 
Indian Corn, and take his receipt for the same; which 
Corn to be delivered to the care of the Committee of Safe- 
ty of said Camden, in the County of Lincoln, to be dis- 
tributed to the inhabitants as they, the said Committee, 
shall think proper: And Tor the pay of said Corn, th_e3aid 
Committee of Safety are to supply the American Forces 
raised for defencs of the. sea-cpa?t, that shall or may be 
stationed near or at said Town, withTresh" Meat, or any- 
thing that may answer for the. billeting said Forces ;~and 
the said Committee of Safety are to be accountable to the 
General Court of the Colony. 

In Council, August 4, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cushing be of the CommitfeTT on 
Colonel Arnold's Account, in the room of Mr. JDevens. 

Ordered, That Mr, Rice, Mr. Pilsbury, and Mr. 
Devens, be a Committee to jrocure such Resp^vgsflJ^the 
late Congresses or of this House, as might be of service to 
the eastward settlements, and to send them a number of 
copies, especially to Camden and Deer-Island; and to 
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bring in a Resolve for the purpose of recommending the 
observance of such Resolves of Congress as are of a pub- 
lick nature, and to continue any considerable time in force. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Committee of 
Safety of the Town of Salem, respecting the Poor of the 
Town of Boston, reported. The Report was read, and 
thereupon, 

Ordered, That a Committee of four Members from Bos- 
ton, and three from the country, be chosen to take care of 
the Poor of the Town of Boston who may go into Salem. 

Resolved, That Mr. William. Greenleaf, Mr. Isaac 
Smith, and Deacon Sharp, on the part of the Town of 
Boston, and Captain Shillaber on that of the country, be 
of that Committee ; and that the appointment of three 
other gentlemen to complete the Committee be deferred, 
and the Committee above-named are hereby empowered 
and directed to act in this matter until the Committee be 
filled up. 

In Council, August 5, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Resolved, That the vote of this House directing the 
Money Bills to be printed on types be reconsidered, and 
that they be printed on copper plates ; and that the Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire what they could be printed for 
be a Committee to agree with Mr. Revere for printing the 
same. 

The Committee appointed to consider what method shall 
be taken to furnish those Soldiers with Blankets who are 
nol yet furnished, reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Order of the Day moved for, and the House accord- 
ingly took under consideration the expediency of making 
the pay of the Representatives a publick charge; after 
debate thereon, the matter was ordered for the present to 
subside. 

Ordered, That there be a further assignment for the 
second reading of the Bill for annulling the Commissions 
of the several civil and military Officers in this Colony, and 
that nine o'clock to-morrow morning be accordingly assign- 
ed for that purpose. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
eight o'clock. 

Saturday, August 5, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Mr. White, and Captain 
Parker, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve to establish 
the rates by which Teamsters shall be paid for transporting 
the Poor of Boston and their effects, and to desire the hon- 
ourable Board to give orders on the Treasury for the pay- 
ment of such Teamsters, 

Voted, That Major Hawley have leave to bring in a 
Bill settling the rights of Representation of the several 
Towns and Districts in this Colony. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a Letter from Justin Ely, of West- Springfield, 
directed to said Taylor, relative to the Donations for the 
Poor of Boston and Charlestown, which was read, and 
committed to Dr. Whiting, Major Ely, and Mr. Crane. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board had directed their Mem- 
bers of the Committee appointed to consider what was 
necessjrry to be done relative to a Colony Seal, to sit forth- 
with, and that it was the desire of the Board that this 
House would direct their Members of said Committee to 
sit with those of the Board ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That Major Bliss and Dr. Whiting be of the 
said_ Committee, in the room of Dr, Church and Mr. Cush- 
ing, who are absent, 

A Petition of Prince Gorham, of Barnstable,* praying 

* Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, Aug. 5, 1775. 
Tojjte Honourable the General Court, now sitting at Watertown : 

Humbly sheweth Prince Gorham, of Barnstable, on behalf of him- 
self and Benjamin Cobb, that your petitioners, and the Town we live 
in, are much in want of. Powder, and other necessaries, which may be 
obtained in the West-Indies ; and that your petitioners have on hand 
forty hogsheads of old Jamaica Fish, forty barrels of Alewives, and 
two thousand hunches of Onions, which are now perishing, and which 
your petitioners cannot dispose of here : wherefore, your petitioners 
humbly pray your Honours to grant them a permit to export the same 
to St. Eustatia, and receive from them warlike stores and other neces- 
saries. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. 

Pkince Gorham, for self and Co. 



for liberty to export a quantity of Fish to St. Eustatia, 
was read, and committed to Captain Batchelder, Deacon 
Plympton, and Captain Bragdon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story and Mr. White be added to 
the Committee on Colonel Arnold's Account. 

The amendments proposed by the honourable Board in 
the Resolve for stationing an additional Force in the County 
of Lincoln, were read and considered, and non-concurred; 
and the House adhere to their own Vote. 

Sent up. 

The Bill for annulling the Commissions of the several 
Officers, civil and military, in this Colony, was read a se- 
cond time, and ordered to be read a third time at four 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

The Committee on the Letter from Dartmouth re- 
ported. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee in- 
structed to bring in a Resolve to prohibit the sailing of 
all Vessels bound on foreign voyages, without the express 
license of the General Court ; and to recommend to the 
honourable Board to write Letters to the several Assem- 
blies of the other New-England Governments, advising 
them to pass a similar Resolve. 

Benjamin Chadbourne, Esq., brought down a Vote of 
Council, appointing Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq., and Joseph 
Palmer, Esq., with such as this House shaLT join, to be a 
Committee to examine the Proceedings of the Tatel Provin- 
cial Congresses, and to bring in a Bill forlhe confirmation 
of the same, or such parts thereof as they shall judge ne- 
cessary. 

Read and concurred, and Dr. Whiting, Esquire Davis, 
and Mr. Dickerson, were joined to the Committee of the 
honourable Board. 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider what was necessary to be 
done relativeto a Colony Seal, with the Following Vote of 
Council thereon, viz : 

The Committee appointed for the within purpose report, 
that the device of the old Province Seal be not taken up, 
and that the device herewith be the established form of a 
Seal for this Colony for the future. 

James Otis, per order. 

In Council, August 5, 1775. Read and accepted, with 
this amendment, viz: instead of an Indian holding a toma- 
hawk and cap of liberty, there be an English American 
holding a sword in the right hand, and Magna Charta in 
the left hand ; with the words " Magna Charta" imprinted 
on it ; and around him these words : " Ense petit placidam 
sub libertate quietem." 

The Committee on the Petition of Prince Gorham re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That Prince Gorham and Benjamin Cobb be, 
and they are hereby permitted to export from Chatham to 
the Island of St. Eustatia forty hogsheads of old Jamaica 
and new scale Fish, forty barrels of Alewives, and two 
thousand bunches of Onions, but no more Provisions than 
are absolutely necessary for the vessel's use, to be under 
the inspection of the Committee of Inspection of said Chat- 
ham: always provided , that the said Fish, Alewives, &c, 
shall not be cleared out for any of His Brilannick Majes- 
ty's Dominions. 

In Council, August 5, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The Committee to whom was recommitted the Report 
of the Committee of both Houses who were appointed to 
confer with Mr. Brown on the situation of the Inhabitants 
of Boson, again reported. Read, amended, and accepted. 

Whereas it has been represented to this House, that 
several persons are detained in Boston by General Gage, 
for the purpose of procuring the release of Jones and Hicks 
from Concord Jail, and until they shall be suffered to go 
into Boston ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Jo7ies and Hicks be released 
from the Jail at Concord, and suffered to go into Boston, 
upon condition that the several persons who have been 
detained on account of their imprisonment, viz : John Gill, 
Thomas Boylston, Peter Edes, Wm. Starr, James Lovell, 
Samuel Whitwell, Samuel Partridge, John Leach, Rich- 
ard Boynton, and all the Selectmen of Boston, and also 
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Benjamin Hitchborne, lately taken on board a Man-of- 
War at Newport, be suffered to come out of Boston, with 
their families and effects; and that the said Jones and Hicks 
be produced on the lines at Roxbury or Charlestown, at 
such time as shall be agreed on, in order to be exchanged 
for the persons aforesaid ; and that Mr. John Pitts and 
Captain Brown, of Watertown, with such as the honour- 
able Board shall join, be a Committee to wait on his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, and desire him to send into 
Boston a Trumpeter with a copy of this Resolve to the 
Selectmen of said Town. 

In Council, August 5, 1775 : Read and concurred, and 
Mr. Joseph Palmer is joined. 

Afternoon. 

The Speaker, by leave of the House, brought in the 
following Resolve, which was passed, and sent up for con- 
currence : 

Whereas by a Resolve of Congress of the 27th of June 
last, four of the nine Companies by said Resolve to be 
raised in the Counties of Plymouth and Barnstable, for 
the dgfencj of the , Sea-Coasts, are to be stationed in the 
County of Plymouth, according to the direction of the 
Field-Officers of the First Regiment in the County of Ply- 
mouth, and under their direction; and whereas there are 
four Field-Officers in said Regiment, and two of them live 
at a great distance from the Sea-Coast and from the other 
two, from which many inconveniences arise : therefore, 

Resolved, That the honourable Board be desired to em- 
power any two of said Field-Officers to station, order, and 
direct said four Companies ; the Commanding Officer of 
said Regiment being one of the two. 

In Cquncil, August 5, 1775 : Read and concurred, and 
Colonel James Warren, and Thomas Lpthrop rare appoint- 
ed to the above. 

A Letter from Mr, Thomas Ampry to Mr. Moses Gill, 
relative to n cargo of Flour taken, for the use of the Co- 
lony, from a Schooner of the said Amory's, at Nantucket; 
and aupther^ from Mrs, Abigail Austin to the Committee 
of Supplies, desiring the Committee of Supplies to accept 
an order from Mr. Amory in favour of Mrs. Austin, for 
the value of it, were read, and committed to Major Haw- 
ley, Colonel Thompson, and Captain Goodman, who were 
instructed to confer with the Rev. Mr. Gordon on the 
subject. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down the Resolve for sta- 
tioning an additional Force in the County of Lincoln, with 
the following Order of Council thereon, viz : 

: ..ij., ;,.-..,„. -., . ,„:.;..., = f ' In Cgpiicil , August 5, 1 775. 

" Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Freeman and Dr. Tay- 
lor, with such as the honourable House shall join, be a 
Committee to confer on the subject of the foregoing Re- 
solve, and report." 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Read and concurred, and Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, 
and DrT Whiting, are joined to the Committee of the hon- 
ourable Board. 

The Bill for annulling the Commissions of the several 
Officers, civil and military, in this Colony, read the third 
time a.nd. passed. to be engrossed. 

Sent up for concurrence by Major Hawley, Major Bliss, 
Mr. Morgan, Major Ely, and Dr. Whiting. 

Major Goodwin was added to the Committee appointed 
to consider .the. Letter from Newburyport, relative to 
Bridget Phillips, in the room of Mr. Jewet. 

Mr, Morgan and Mr, Gallop were added to the Com- 
mittee appointed to procure the Resolves of Congress for 
the Eastern. Settlements, in the room of Mr. Pilsbury and 
Mr. D evens, absent. 

The Committee appointed to consider a Letter from 
Justin Ely, of West- Springfield, to Eldad Taylor, Esq., 
reported. Read and accepted. 

Resjojvedj That the Selectmen of the several Towns in 
the County of Hampshire, where any donations of Grain 
for the Poor of the Towns of Boston and Charlestown are 
or may be deposited, be and they are hereby empowered 
and directed to have all such Grain (except Indian Corn) 
reduced to Flour, and transported to Watertown, and there 
delivered to the Committee of Supplies, as soon as may be; 



and that the expense of flouring said Grain and transport- 
ing said Flour to Watertown be paid out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony, on the delivering the same as is 
abovementioned. 

And it is further Resolved, That Mr. John Hale be a 
Committee to retransport from Hartford to Springfield all 
such Grain and other articles as have been given in dona- 
tions for the use of said Poor, by any of the inhabitants of 
said County of Hampshire ; which Grain and other article? 
have been sent down the River to Hartford; and that 
said Committee be also empowered and directed to reduce 
said Grain to Flour, and transport said Flour to Water- 
town, there to be delivered to the Committee of Supplies, as 
aforesaid, and that the expense of retransporting said Grain 
from Hartford, flouring and conveying the same to Water-* 
town, be also paid out of the publick Treasury of this 
Colony. 

And it is further Resolved, That in case any part of 
said Donations have been or shall be in Indian Corn, the 
said Selectmen or Committee are empowered and directed 
to dispose of the same, either for Money or some other 
kind of Grain, or other Provision necessary for the Army, 
which may be more conveniently transported. 

In Council, August 5, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Petition of Colonel Benedict Arnold, praying to be 
refunded for a number of Blankets which he supplied his 
Soldiers with, was read, and committed to Captain Car' 
penier, Mr. Hovey, and Mr. Seuall. 

Three Women, who came over Winnisimit Ferry from 
Boston yesterday, were brought under guard to this Court 
by Captain John Wood.* 

Captain White brought down from the honourable Board 
a Letter from his Excellency General Washington, relative 
to persons coming out of Boston. 

"Dr. Taylor brought down from the honourable Board 
sundry Depositions relative to the treatment which a Com- 
mittee of the late Congress received at Ticonderoga, 
viz: Ebenezer Marvin's, Isaac Matthews' s, and Samuel 
Wright's. 

Resolved, That the Ladies beforementioned be deliver- 
ed to Captain Crafts, in this Town, and he is hereby di- 
rected to receive them into custody, and to keep them in 
some suitable house for entertainment, at their own ex- 
pense, with a suitable guard, until Monday morning next, 
and the further order of this Court, 

In Council, August 5, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Then, the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. ...... ... . .. 

Sabbath-day, August 6, 1775. 

Ordered, That Captain Goodman, Colonel Thompson, 
and Esquire Davis, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, be a Committee to consjder the Letter received 
yesterday from General Washington, relative to the Inha- 
bitants coming out of Boston, and report thereon. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board, to know if they have any matter to lay before the 
House this afternoon : whereupon, 

Mr. Chauncy came down and informed the House that 
the honourable Board had a matter under consideration, 
which would be sent down very soon. 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses on the Letter from General 
Washington. Read and non-concurred, and ordered to be 
recommitted, to be taken into a new draught by way of 
Resolve. 

*Mai.den, August 5, 1775. 

Mrs. Hannah Goldthwait, wife of Mr, Joseph Goldthwait, Mrs. 
Sarah Goldthwait, wife of Mr. Benjamin Goldthwait, and one Mrs. 
Chamberlain, came over Winnisimit Ferry yesterday, being Friday, 
about five o'clock, P. M., with a horse and chaise : no. s rich jngtance 
having happened before, and Mrs. Hannah GoldtJiw^J^emgvf ifo 
to the Barrack-Master to the King's Troops in Boston. Knowing it to 
be ray duty to be very cautious at this critical day, thought proper to 
acquaint the General with this affair, who directed me to conduct them 
to the Great and General Court of this Province. 

I have not discovered any thing inimical or eiccptionahln in their 
conversation or conduct, but, on the contrary, have behaved themsolv< s 
with all complaisance and resignation to my requisitions, and nppi-ar to 
be engaged in the cause of liberty. Loammi Baldwin, Lt. Vol. 
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The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Monday, August 7, 1775. 

The Committee on Colonel Arnold's Account reported* 
a Resolve for the payment of one hundred and seventy- 
three Pounds, twelve Shillings, and one Penny half-penny, 
to Captain Isaac Matthews, in discharge of several orders 
drawn by Colonel Arnold, which were endorsed by the 
persons in whose favour they were drawn, and made pay- 
able to said Matthews: which Resolve was accepted. 

In Council, August 7, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee on his Excellency General Washington's Let- 
ter, relative to such persons as may come out of Boston, 
and a Resolve thereon, viz : 

The Committee of both Houses, to whom was referred 
the consideration of a Letter from his Excellency General 
Washington, relative to such persons as may come out of 
Boston, and be suspected of being inimical to the liberties 
of this Country, report by way of Resolve: 

" In Council, August 7, 1775. 

" Resolved, That Joseph Greenleaf, Esq., Capt. Edward 
Proctor, and Mr. John Peck, be a Committee, whose duty it 
shall be to give constant attendance at the place where the 
people coming out of Boston to Chelsea shall land, and 
strictly examine into the characters and circumstances of all 
such persons as may arrive from Boston at the said Chel- 
sea ; and if, upon inquiry, any of the said persons shall 
appear to be enemies of this Country, then the said Com- 
mittee are directed to keep in custody all such suspected 
persons, until a proper representation shall be made to this 
Court, and order given thereon." 

Read and concurred. 

Benjamin Chadbourne, Esq., brought down the Resolve 
for stationing the Forces in the County of Lincoln, with 
the Report "of the Committee of both Houses appointed to 
confer on the subject of it, viz: 

"August 7, 1775: The Committee of both Houses, 
having fully considered the amendment proposed, are of 
opinion the same ought to be made in the foregoing Resolve. 
" Enoch Freeman, per order." 

Read and concurred. 

The Bill for a new emission of Bills of Credit was sent 
up for concurrence. 

The Clerk was directed to dele the word Province, if it 
should be inadvertently made use of in any Resolve, and 
to insert the word Colony in its stead. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman and Captain Carpen- 
ter, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a 
Committee to examine the three Women brought to this 
Court on Saturday last, and report what is proper to be 
done with them. 

In Council, August 7, 1775 : Read and concurred, and 
Charles Chauncy, Esq., is joined. 

Ordered, That Mr. Freeman, Major Bliss, and Capt. 
Brown, be a Committee to agree with some person to print 
the Journals of this House. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the following Order, viz : 

" In Council, August 7, 1775. 

"Ordered, That Mr. Greenleaf, with such as the hon- 
ourable House shall join, be a Committee to direct the 
making a Colony Seal, agreeable to the form prescribed 
by this Court on Saturday last." 

* The Committee to whom was referred the examination of Colonel 
Arnold's Account having proceeded so far us to find that the several 
orders drawn by him on the late Provincial Congress, to pay sundry 
persons, viz: Martin Marvin, £3 17s. 6d. ; John Adas, £2; Collin 
McKeasie, £11 9s. 3d.; Elisha Painter, £7 Us. id.; John Sparden, 
£34 2s. 6rf.; Richard Gill, £10 17*.; Winthnip Iioit, £4; William 
Woods, £8 16s. Id. ; Ebenezer Arm-ill £3 9s. ; Paul Averill, £3 Us. ; 
Samuel Adams, £53 7s. 3d. ; Samuel Keep, £2 10«. lOd. ; Robert 
Lewis, Esq., £37 17s. lOJrf. ; amounting in the whole to one hundred 
and seventy-three Pounds, twelve Shillings, and one Penny and a half, 
which several orders are endorsed over and made payable to Captain 
Isaac Mat thews. And they find that Colonel Arnold has in his account 
against this Colony given credit for the aforementioned orders, your 
Committee therefore beg leave to report the fallowing Resolvei viz : 

Resolved, That the sxfm of one hundred aiid seventy-three Pounds, 
twelve ShiUmge, and orra Penny and a halfj be paid by the CoTijriy 
Treasurer jo the said. Captain Isaac Matthews, in discharge of the 
aforesaid teveral orders. 



Read and concurred, and Deacon Plympton and Mr. 
Mills are joined to the Committee of the honourable 
Board. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expense of 
billeting Soldiers reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the table. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee on the Letter from Newburyport, re- 
specting Bridget Phillips, again reported. 

The Report was read, and again recommitted. 

James Prcscott, Esq., brought down a Letter from his 
Excellency General Washington,* relative to those Sol- 
diers and Non-Commissioned Officers who absent them- 
selves from duty, with a Letter from Mr. NatMniel Green, 
relative to one Thomas Cowden, of Fitchburgh, who has 
been soliciting a Commission in the Army. 

Read, and Ordered, That Dr. Church, Colonel Free- 
man, and Mr, Devens, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, be a Committee to consider the same, and report. 

In Council, August 8, 1775: Read and concurred, and 
Walter Spooner and John Winthrop, Esqs., are joined. 

A Petition of Mr. Joseph Patrick, praying an allowance 
for the expenses of his journey horn Peer-Island, to pro- 
cure Supplies, &ic, for the inhabitants of the eastern parts 
of the Colony, read, and committed to Mr. Story, Major 
Brooks, and Deacon Iiawson. 

A Petition and Account of the Hon. Jedediah Foster, 
Esq., of his expenses on a journey to Lebanon, in Con- 
necticut, by order of the Provincial Congress, were read, 
and committed to the Committee on Accounts. 

An Account of Mr. Daniel Jones, for the supply of his 
Excellency General Washington and the Hon. General 
Lee, Esquires, their company and household. Read, and 
committed to the Committee on Accounts. 

An Account of Mr. John Walton, for making Boxes for 
the removal of the Library of Harvard College, was read, 
and committed to the Committee on Accounts. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the. Report of the 

Committee appointed to examine the three Women brought 

to this Court on Saturday last; which was accepted by 

the honourable Board, viz : 

"In Council, August 7, 1775. 

" The Committee appointed by both Houses to examine 
three women lately come out of Boston, and brought to 
this Court, beg leave to report, as our opinion, that Mrs. 
Goldthwait, wife of Major Joseph Goldthwait, may be 
permitted to go to Stafford, to endeavour the recovery ot 
her health, by use of the waters there, and to be under 
the care of the Selectmen of said Stafford during her stay 
in that place, and afterwards to remove to Jtehobpth, to 
reside with her brother, Mr. Joseph Brigham, there to be 
under the care of the Committee of Correspondence of said 
Town (without any expense to the publick) until the fur- 
ther order of this Court. The others, viz: Mrs. Gold- 

* Head-Quarters at Cambridge, August 7, 1775. 

Sir : By the General Return made me for last week, I find there are 
great numbers of soldiers and non-commissioned officers.. w]io absent 
themselves from duly, the greatest part of whom, I have reason to be- 
lieve, are at their respective homes in different parts of the country, 
some employed by their officers on their farms, and others drawing pay 
from the publick while they are working on their own plantations, or 
for hire. My utmost exertions have not been able to prevent this base 
and pernicious conduct. I must, therefore, beg the assistance of the 
General Court to co-operate with me in such measures as may remedy 
this mischief. I am of opinion, that it might be done, either wholly or 
in part, by the Committees in the several Towns making strict and im- 
partial inquiry of such as are found absent from the Army ; upon what 
account they have left it; by whose leave, and for what time; to re. 
quire such as have no impediment of sickness, or other good reason, to 
return to their duty immediately, or, in case of failing, to send me 
an account of their names, and the Company and Regiment to which 
they belong, as soon as possible, that I may be able to make examples 
of such delinquents, I need not enlarge upon the ruinous consequences 
of suffering such infamous deserters and defrauders of the publick to 
go unnoticed or unpunished, nor use any arguments to induce the Gen- 
eral Court to give it immediate attention. The necessity of the case 
does not permit me to doubt the continued exertions of that zeal which 
has distinguished the General Court upon less important occasions. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, with much respect and regard, your 
most obedient humble servant, George Washington. 

To the Hon. Col. Otis, President of the Council of Maisachu»etts-Ba)/. 

P. S. The enclosed respects a prisoner sent up from Prospect-Hill, 
who is sent herewith under guard for examination by flie TTommittee 
appointed for that purpose. G. W, 
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thwait, wife of Mr. Benjamin Goldthwait, and Mrs. Cham- 
berlain, they having given such an open, full account of 
matters, and appear so friendly to the Country, your Com- 
mittee think they may, without danger thereto, be freed 

from confinement. ., ^ r, , „ 

" Uhakles Chauncy, per order. 

Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Major Smith, Major Bliss, Capt. Good- 
man, Colonel Davis, and Major Leonard, be a Committee 
to take into consideration the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, relative to the establishment of a Militia through- 
out the Continent, and to report what is proper to be done 
by this House relative to that matter in this Colony. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., brought down the Resolve ap- 
pointing a Committee to examine such persons as come out 
of Boston over Winnisimit Ferry, and naming Mr. John 
Peck in the room of Mr. Ephraim May. 

Read and concurred. 

The House, .then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. .... ' 

"'■.., ,-.^'V f Tuesday, August '8, 1775. 

Jonas Dix, Esq., was again returned a Member from 
the Town of Waltham, and took his seat in the House. 

Major Hawley, agreeable to order, brougbt in a Bill 
decl.ara.tory of the right of certain Towns and Districts in 
the Colony to elect Representatives, &fc. 

Read the first time. 

Ordered, To be read again to- morrow morning at ten 
o'clock. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Major Hawley, Mr. 
Wheeler, Colonel Bowers, and Captain Bragdon, be a 
Committee to consider the Resolves of. the late Provincial 
Congress, relative to ranking the Regiments, Sic, and 
report thereon. 

A Memorial of William Hunt, of Watertown, relative 
to sundry articles which belonged to Lady Frankland, was 
read, and committed to Mr,. Die, Major Johnson, and Ma- 
jor Ingals. 

Ordered, That the Committee who were appointed to 
take care and dispose of the Fire-Arms which were in the 
custody of the Committee of Safety, be a Committee to 
deliver to Colonel Nixon the Fire- Arms procured for his 
Regiment, and take receipts for the same. 

Resolved, That three o'clock in the afternoon be assign- 
ed to consider what sum shall be levied upon the Inhabi- 
tants of this Colony by tax the present year. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board, to know if they have passed upon the Bill for the 
emission of Bills of Credit for One Hundred Thousand 
Pounds. 

Joseph P~dlmer, Esquire, came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board have now under consi- 
deration the Bill for an emission of One Hundred Thou- 
sand Pounds. 

The Committee on the Letter from Newburyport, rela- 
tive to Bridget Phillips, reported. The Report was or- 
dered to lie on the table for the present. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Capt. Greenleaf, Capt. 
Batchelder, Deacon Rawson, and Major Bliss, be a Com- 
mittee_to consider the Resolve of Congress relative' to kill- 
ing Sheep and Lambs, and report what is proper to be 
done thereon- 

Ordered, That the two Letters from Quebeck to the 
Hon. John. Dushing, Esq., of Scituate, one from Robert 
Bobbins, Jun., one from Thomas Aylwin, ; and one to the 
H P n - 0ik3 .,Q^¥ n g> Esq., from Lucy Aylwin, be de- 
li vereq to , Mr... Robert pushing. 

Ordered, That Colonel Thompson and Colonel Davis, 
with, such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Com- 
mittee Xoexamine Andrew Hamilton, brought to this Court 
from Kennebeck, and report what is proper to be done with 
him. 

Resolved, That Colonel Benedict Arnold be admitted 
on the floor of the House, to lay his Commission and In- 
structions before the House, Which was accordingly done. 

Capt. JojiMhan Gardner, Jun., and Mr. Ebenezer Put- 
nam, on the part of the country, and Mr. John Sweetser, 



on the part of the Town of Boston, were, in conjunction 
with four gentlemen appointed by this House on the 5th 
instant, appointed a Committee in the room and stead of the 
Committee of Safety of the Town of Salem, to take care 
of and provide for the Poor of the Town of 'Boston. 

The Resolve of the House on the Petition of the said 
Committee of Safety being completed, with the names of 
said .Committee, was read and accepted, and is as follows, 
viz; .; 

On the Petition of the Committee of Safety of the Town 
of Salem, praying this Court to excuse them from serving 
as Overseers of the Poor of the Town of 'Boston, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petitioners be so far 
granted as that they be excused from making any further 
provision for the Almshouse Poor of the said Town of 
Boston; and that Mr. William _ Greenleaf, Mr. Isaac 
Smith, Deacon Gibbons Sharp, Mr. J^ohn Sweetser, Cap- 
tain. William Shillaber, Captain Jonathan Gardner, and 
Mr. Ebenezer Putnam, be a Committee in the room and 
stead of the Committee of the Town of Salem for that 
purpose. 

In Council, August 8, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Resolves of 
the Continental Congress, relative to ..establishing a Militia 
throughout the Continent, reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the table until the 
next session of this Court. 

Resolved, That Colonel Arnold was [.authorized by the 
Committee of Safety to procure Blankets for the Soldiers 
he enlisted on the expedition, to Ticonderoga. 

Ordered, That the Petition of Colonel Arnold, and the 
Report thereon, be recommitted. 

The Report of Dr. Whiting, relative to Saltpetre, was 
sent up to the honourable Board. 



— - - - Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Mr, Story, Mr. Durfee, and Major 
Brooks, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee to consider some method of calling in the 
outstanding Moneys due to this Colony. 

A Petition of C.ojonel Moses Little, setting forth that 
several of his Regiment have not as yet received their 
month's advance pay, was read, and committed to Mr. 
Greenleaf, Colonel Bowers, and Mr. Johnson. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

Resolved, That the sum of Forty Thousand Pounds be 
raised on the polls and. estates of the Inhabitants of this 
Colony ; and likewise a sum sufficient to defray the ex- 
penses of the General Court the present year: And that 
a Committee be appointed to consider the circumstances 
of the several Towns in this Colony, to determine in what 
manner the taxes shall be laid, and to report. ~ 

Voted, That this Committee consist of qne_ Member 
from each County, arid that the Members ofeach County 
agree upon some Member to nominate for Vibe "respective 
Counties: which wag accordingly done, and the following 
gentlemen were appointed, viz: 

Mr. Crane for Suffolk, Major Fuller for Middlesex, 
Mr. John Turner hi Plymouth, Colonel Bowers for Bris- 
tol, Colonel Maynard for Worcester, Thomas Rice, Esq., 
for Lincoln, Mr. Greenleaf for Essex, 'Major Hawley for 
Hampshire, Daniel Davis, Esq. for Barnstable, Major 
Goodwin for York, Mr. Fabyan for Cumberland, Major 
Smith for Berkshire. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins be directed to inquire how 
the Committee of Supplies have disposed _o_f the Horse 
and Chaise formerly Harrison Gray's, which was used by 
the late Dr. Warren, and came to the hands of the said 
Committee after D)'.. Warren's death. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Captain Morton, and Mr. 
White of Hatfield, be a Committee to consider the pro- 
priety of allowing Colonel Arnold fifty Shillings per month 
for the Seamen he employed at Lake Champlain. 

A Letter from the Committee of Supplies relative to a 
Resolve of this Courtdiiecting them to; supply Mr. James 
Miwt witht\VQ hurtgrjd bushels of Com for the use of the 
Inhabitants of Camden, , was read, and committed to Mr. 
Woodbridge, Mr. Dwrfee', and Mr. "'Dam z ofEdgecomb. 
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The Committee on the Letter from the Committee of 
Inspection of Dartmouth reported. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee in- 
structed to confine the embargo therein mentioned to 
Whaling Vessels. 

James Prescott, Esq., brought down a Letter from the 
honourable Board, directed to his Excellency General 
Washington, in answer to one received from him relative 
to desertion of Soldiers, Sic, which was read, agreeable to 
the desire of the Board, and sent forward. 

Then the House adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday, August 9, 1775. 

Ordered, That Captain Batchelder, Deacon Rawson, 
and Mr. Derby, be a Committee to consider what sum is 
necessary to be put into the hands of the Committee, who 
were appointed to provide for and take care of the Poor 
of the Town of Boston, who may go to the Town of Salem. 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses on the 
Letter from General Washington, relative to Deserters, 
was read and non-concurred, and ordered to be recom- 
mitted ; and that Major Haiolcy and Colonel Bowers, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be added to 
the Committee. 

The Secretary came down from the honourable Board 
to request this House to send up the Letter from General 
Washington, relative to Deserters, and Genera! Green's 
Letter, relative to .one Thomas Cowden ; which were sent 
up accordingly. 

The Committee appointed to consider what sum was 
necessary to be put into the hands of the Committee to 
take care of and provide for the Poor of Boston, reported 
the sum of three hundred Pounds. 

The Report was accepted, and the Committee were di- 
rected to bring in a Resolve directing the Receiver-Gene- 
ral to pay that sum to said Committee accordingly, who 
reported the following Resolve : 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he here- 
by is directed to pay to Mr. William Greenleaf three 
hundred Pounds out of the publick Treasury of this 
Colony, to be applied for the support of such of the Poor 
of the Town of Boston as are or may be removed from 
said Boston, to the Hospital in Salem, said Greenleaf 
giving his Receipt to be accountable for the same to this 
Court. 

In Council, August 9, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to apply to the Colonels of the 
several Regiments, raised in this Colony, for a List of the 
Non-Commissioned^ Officers and. Soldiers in each.. Regi- 

ment ' VIZ : "In Council, August 9, 1775. 

"The Committee appointed to apply to the Colonels of 
the several Regiments raised by this Colony, and to the 
Muster-Masters and .Paymasters in the Camps at Cam- 
bridge and Roxbury, and obtain of them a complete List 
of the Non-Commfssioned Officers and Soldiers in their 
respective Regiments, that such methods may be pursued 
as shall remove all just grounds of complaint, relative to 
the Soldiers not having their advance pay, have attended 
that service, and beg leave to report, that notwithstanding 
application has been. made to the Colonels apd Paymasters 
aforesaid, by your Committee, and a return having been 
ordered by the General to be made by the Colonels as di- 
rected by this Court, yet it has either been neglected by 
many of them, by which your Committee are unable to 
report what numbers of them are in the Whole Forces 
raised by this Colony, who have not received their advance 
wages, which delay causes great uneasiness in those Regi- 
ments, at least where the returns have been duly made, 
and will soon put it out of the power of the Officers to 
quiet their men, unless the grounds of their complaint are 
speedily removed. Your Committee, therefore, beg leave 
to suggest whether if some suitable person should be now 
appointed and empowered to receive the money out of the 
Treasury and pay the advance wages to those men who 
have not received it, so fast as your Committee shall be 
able to ascertain and report to him. the numbers in each Regi- 



ment respectively, and he be directed to take a receipt from 
each man he shall so pay, it would not still the present 
uneasiness, and secure the interest of the Colony. 

" Benjamin Lincoln, per order." 

Read and concurred, and Mr. Richard Devens was ap- 
pointed for the purpose therein mentioned. 

The Report of the Committee on the subject of the 
Letter from Dartmouth was again considered, and after 
debate the question was put, whether the Report be ac- 
cepted, and it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, To be recommitted, and the Committee were 
instructed to direct that Bond shall be given that the Oil 
and other effects produced from Whaling voyages shall be 
brought into this Colony. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Major Johnson, Mr. 
Phillips, Major Hawley, and Mr. Greenleaf, be a Com- 
mittee to consider what Offices are inconsistent with the 
publick interest, to be held by one person. 

A Petition of the Selectmen and Committee of Corres- 
pondence of the Town of Brainlree, praying the direction 
of the Court with respect to the Resolves of Congress 
relative to the estates of the Refugees, was read, and com- 
mitted to Major Bliss, Mr. Watson, and Captain Thatcher. 

Ordered, That Major Fuller, Mr, Wood, and Captain 
Dix, be a Committee to make up a Roll for the payment 
of the Representatives. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Letter from 
the Committee of Supplies* received yesterday, reported 
a Resolve directing the Receiver-General to pay Mr. 
James Minot the sum of forty Pounds, to purchase two 
hundred bushels of Corn for the Inhabitants of Camden, 
viz: 

Whereas this honourable Court has directed the Com- 
mittee of Supplies to supply James Minot, one of the 
Committee of Safety of Camden, with two hundred bushels 
of Corn, and the Committee of Supplies have returned an 
answer that there is no Corn in store, therefore, 

Resolved, That James Minot have an order on the 
publick Treasury of this Colony for the sum of forty 
Pounds, to purchase the abovesaid quantity of Corn, he 
to be accountable for the same to this Court. 

Read and accepted. 

In Council, August 9, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Bill declaratory of the right of certain Towns and 
Districts in the Colony, to elect Representatives, read the 
second time, and ordered to be read again at four o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to receive and deliver the 
Arms that were in the custody of the Committee of Safe- 
ty, were directed to inquire of Major Barber and Mr. 
Checver, Ordnance Storekeepers, what Arms they have 
received belonging to this Colony, and how they have dis- 
posed of them. 

The Committee appointed to agree with some person to 
print the Journals of the House reported, that they had 
conferred with Mr. Edes on this subject, and that his terms 
were twenty-eight Shillings per sheet. The number to be 
printed was five hundred : Whereupon, 

Ordered, That said Committee agree with Mr. Edes on 
those terms, * 

A Petition of the Recruiting Officers in General Ward's 
Regiment, praying this Court to order payment to them 
of four Pounds each, agreeable to a Resolve of the late 
Congress, was read, and committed to Deacon Ratvson, 
Captain Dix, and Mr. Crane. 

Ordered, That Colonel Moses Little, who has received 
from the Ordnance Store, in Cambridge, forty-five Fire- 

* Chamber of Supplies, Watertown, August 8, 1775. 
Sir : The Committee of Suppli? s have received the Resolve of the 
Court relative to supplying the Committee of Safety of Camden with 
two hundred bushels of Corn ; in answer to which, there is no grain in 
store but what Colonel Trumbull has a call for, excepting the donation 
grain at Dartmouth. This is at such a distance that it will not answer, 
and should. the honourable Court think proper to order the money out 
of the Treasury, to Mr. Minot, he informs the Committee that the Corn 
can be procured at Ipswich or Newburyport ; but this isn matter which 
the Court can best judge of, and we desire that the same may be com. 
munieated, being, Sir, respectfully, your very humble servant, 

David Cheever, per order. 
Honourable Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
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Arms, which were procured for Colonel Nixon's Regiment, 
in consequence of a request from the Hon. General Lee, 
do return them to the Committee appointed to receive and 
dispose of the Arms collected from the several Towns in 
this Colony. 

In Council, August 9, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee on the Petition of Colonel Arnold, 
(which was recommitted,) reported that the prayer of the 
Petition be granted. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay on the table the Re- 
solve for an emission of One Hundred Thousand Pounds. 

The Secretary brought down the said Resolve, and laid 
it upon the table accordingly. 

A Petition of Mr. Joshua Fabyan, praying this Court 
to order payment to him of five Pounds, for a balance due 
to the Selectmen of Scarborough, for one hundred Blan- 
kets procured for the Soldiers who were enlisted in that 
Town, was read, and committed. 

Ordered, That one or more of the Committee of Sup- 
plies be directed to attend this House, to give an account 
of the Horse and Chaise lately the property of Harrison 
Gray, which was in the possession of the late Doctor 
Warren, and since his death in the possession of the said 
Committee. 

Mr. Benjamin Guild was returned a Member for the 
Town of Wrentham. 

Captain Samuel Epes was returned a Member for the 
Town of Danvers. 

Ordered, That Captain Partridge, Colonel Freeman, 
and Captain Stone, be a Committee to bring in a Bill to 
prevent the waste of Powder by firing at fowl or game of 
any kind, and marks ; and that the Committee be instruct- 
ed to see that this Bill does not extend to the Army. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry and Mr. Cushing, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to con- 
sider what is proper to be done relative to the receiving 
and disposing of the Coats and other articles which were 
ordered to be procured for the Soldiers by the Resolves of 
the late Provincial Congress. 

Ordered, That Dr. William Eustis be, and hereby is 
directed immediately to deliver to the Committee of Sup- 
plies the Horse and Chaise which were in the possession 
of the late Doctor Warren, and which formerly belonged 
to Harrison Gray, of Boston. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine Mr. Edward Parry, viz : 

" In Council, August 9, 1775. 

"The Committee appointed to examine Mr. Edward 
Parry, &c, have attended that service, and, considering 
his close connection with, and dependance on persons em- 

. ployed by the Crown, his disposition to supply our enemies 
with masts, planks, &c, contrary to the known sentiments 
of this people, and that his being restrained from doing 

. it heconsiders as acts of violence and injustice, all which 
appear under his own hand, beg leave to report, as their 
opinion, that the said Edivard Parry be immediately sent 
to some inland Town, which shall be more than seventy 
miles distant from all the seaports in this Colony, there 
to be detained and provided for by the Selectmen of such 
Town, until the further order of this Court. 

" Benjamin Lincoln, per order. 
" Read and accepted. Sent down for concurrence." 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Story, and Colonel 
Freeman, be a Committee to bring in a Bill for an emis- 
sion of One Hundred Thousand Pounds, agreeable to a 
Resolve which has passed this Court for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Captain Goodman, Captain Parker, 
Major Hawley, Mr. Greenleaf, and Major Bliss, be a 
Committee to consider how and in what manner those In- 
habitants of this Colony who have removed from one Town 
to another shall be taxed. 

The Committee on Colonel Arnold's Account reported 
the following Resolve on the two Orders drawn by Colonel 
Benedict Arnold in favour of Mr. John Watson, viz : 



Resolved, That the sum of twenty-three Pounds, eleven 
Shillings, and four Pence half-penny, be paid to John 
Watson, Esq., or order, in full of two Orders drawn by 
Colonel Benedict Arnold on this Colony, dated the 30th 
June last. 

In Council, August 10, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Petition of Ebenezer Dorr, praying to be allowed out 
of the publick Treasury a reasonable allowance for a ton 
and a half of Hay, and a quantity of Grass, taken and 
used by the Army stationed at Roxbury, was read, and 
committed to Mr. Hale, Mr. Dickerson, and Mr. Durfee. 

Then the House adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, August 10, 1775. 

Ordered, That Dr. Whiting, Major Ely, and Major 
Brooks, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the pur- 
pose of directing payment of Advance Wages to the Com- 
missioned Officers. 

Resolved, That Mr. Greenleaf have leave to bring in 
a Resolve directing the Receiver-General to put into his 
hands so much money as will be sufficient to pay the Ad- 
vance Wages of such sick and wounded, who are absent 
from the Army, as the said Greenleaf will undertake to 
pay. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley be excused from the 
Committee appointed to bring in a Bill for the emission of 
One Hundred Thousand Pounds in Colony Notes, and that 
Mr. Cushing be appointed in his stead. 

The Committee on the Petition of Mr. Fabyan reported. 
The Report was considered, and recommitted, and Cap- 
tain Bragdon and Captain Greenleaf were added to the 
Committee; and the Committee were directed to inquire 
into the state of facts relative thereto, and make report. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for pay- 
ing Advance Wages to the Commissioned Officers re- 
ported. The Report was recommitted. 

The Committee on the Letter from Dartmouth again 
reported. 

After debates had thereon, the question was put, whe- 
ther said Report be accepted, and it passed in the nega- 
tive. 

The former Report was then resumed, amended, and 
accepted, viz : 

Inasmuch as the time prefixed by the Continental Con- 
gress, prohibiting all exportation to Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the English West-India Islands, is not yet come ; yet, 
as this Colony, in union with the sister Colonies on this 
Continent, are unhappily engaged in an unnatural war with 
the Parent State, it behooves us, under such circumstances, 
to take all possible precaution that none of the inhabitants 
of this Colony supply those who are seeking our ruin with 
Provisions, or any materials that shall enable them to 
execute their cruel designs against us : 

Therefore, Resolved, That from and after the fifteenth 
day of August, instant, no Ship or Vessel shall sail out of 
any Port in this Colony on any whaling voyage whatever, 
without leave first had and_ obtained from the Great and 
General Court of this Colony, or from some Committee or 
Committees or persons they shall appoint to grant such 
leave; and that it be recommended to the honourable 
Board to write Letters to the several Assemblies of the 
other New-Enghnd Colonies, advising them to pass a 
similar Resolve, and likewise that this Resolve be printed 
iii the several Newspapers of Cambridge and Watertown, 
and in handbills ; and that Captain Goodman and Captain 
Stone, with such as the honourable Board shall join^ be a 
Committee for getting the same printed and dispersed to 
the several seaports in this Colony. 

In Council, August 14, 1775: Read and concurred, 
and Dr. Taylor is joined. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the circumstances of the Soldiers, with respect to their 
advance pay, as well those stationed on the sea-coasts as 
others, was resumed, and recommitted to Colonel Freeman, 
Colonel Bowers, and Mr. Davis, 

Ordered, That Captain Batchelder, Colonel Thompson, 
and Major Cross, be a Committee to consider the subject 
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of a motion made by Mr. Foster, of Gloucester, for an ad- 
ditional Force and supply of Ammunition for the defence 
of that Town. 

John Adams, Esq., brought down the Bill for annulling 
the Commissions of the several Officers, civil and military, 
in this Colony, with a new Draught thereof, and the follow- 
ing order of Council thereon, viz: 

In Council, August 10, 1775: Read and concurred, as 
taken into a new Draught. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Ordered, That the Resolve appointing a Committee to 
bring in a Bill to prevent the waste of Powder, be recon- 
sidered, and that said Committee be directed to bring in a 
Resolve for that purpose. 

An. Account of Stephen Barret, of the charge of carry- 
ing a Prisoner from Concord to Mr. James Boice's, of Mil- 
ton, was read, and Mr. Barret had leave to withdraw the 
same. 

Colonel Prescott brought down a number of Letters 
found on board the vessels taken at Machias, which were 
committed for revision to Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Partridge, 
and Mr. Crane. 

The Committee appointed to draw up an Advertisement 
calling on all persons who have paid Moneys into the hands 
of Mr. Treasurer Gardner, to produce a duplicate or copy 
of his Receipt therefor into the Secretary's Office, re- 
ported. The Report was ordered to lie till to-morrow 
morning. 

Afternoon. 

An Account of Jonas Dir, Esq., for forty -five days' time 
employed in administering the Oath to Officers and Sol- 
diers of the Massachusetts Army, was read, and committed 
to the Committee on Accounts. 

The Committee appointed in the forenoon to consider 
the subject of a motion made by Mr. Foster, of Glouces- 
ter, reported : 

Ordered, That Mr. Story and Captain Goodman, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee 
to wait on his Excellency General Washington, and confer 
with him on the propriety and manner of supplying the 
Town of Gloucester with Ammunition and Men for their 
defence in their present exigence, and to inquire particu- 
larly with regard to a Company raised by Captain John 
Lane, part of which are now in the Camp at Cambridge. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Ordered, That the Speaker, Colonel Freeman, and 
Major Hawley, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, be a Committee to confer with his Excellency Gen- 
eral Washington on the subject of a number of Letters 
brought from Machias. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses appointed to take into consi- 
deration a Letter from his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, with one enclosed from General Greene, relative to one 
Thomas Cowden, of Fitchburgh, who has been soliciting 
an office in the Army : „ In CounciIj August 10] m5 _ 

"The Committee of both Houses of Assembly appoint- 
ed to take _ into consideration a Letter from his Excellency 
General Washington, with one enclosed from General 
Greene, representing that one Captain Thomas Cowden, of 
Fitchburgh, hath been soliciting an office in the Army of 
the United Colonies raised for the defence of American 
liberty, and that he hath invariably opposed every measure 
pursued for the restoration of our violated privileges, espe- 
cially when the veins of our heroick countrymen were in- 
humanly^ opened at Lexington and Concord, he exerted 
himself in preventing that succour and relief which justice 
immediately called for, having taken said Letters and the 
evidences against him into consideration, and given the said 
Cowden fair hearing in defence, do find it clearly proved 
that the said Cowden hath heretofore been a constant op- 
poser of the publick measures taken for the security of our 
violated jights, so far as he conveniently could, whereby 
he hath forfeited the attention and confidence of his Town, 
and they have justly considered him as inimical to his 
Country; and notwithstanding he professes a full convic- 
tion of his past errours and misconduct, the most sincere 
contrition for the same, a hearty friendship for his Country, 



willingness to risk life and fortune in its defence, hum- 
bly imploring forgiveness of the General Assembly and his 
Country, and in the most solemn manner promises amend- 
ment and reformation, the sincerity of which hath, in some 
measure, of late been evidenced by an apparent friendly 
exertion with his countrymen, and a kind entertainment of 
the soldiery, and especially by discovering a great abhor- 
rence of, and indignation against that grand deceiver and 
betrayer of his Country, whose name and letters are equal- 
ly execrated by all good men, yet the absolute necessity 
of taking the most effectual care that the Army be sup- 
plied with no officer but of known integrity and well ap- 
proved friendship for the liberties of this Country, as well 
as of martial abilities and good courage, induce us to forbear 
recommending him as a person at present fit to be intrusted 
with a commission in the service ; nevertheless, we hum- 
bly apprehend, the voluntary confession by himself made, 
and herewith exhibited,* his solemn engagements to behave 
well for the future, and his late kindness to the soldiery, 
being some evidence of a reformation, render it safe and 
proper that he should be released from his present confine- 
ment, and allowed to return to his family and estate in 
peace, and that he ought, and hereby is recommended to 
the forgiveness and protection of his countrymen ; and 
that a copy of this Report be given to said Cowden, for his 
own security against the further resentment of the publick 
for his past offences, and that he have leave to publish the 
same, with his confession, if he sees fit; and that a copy 
hereof be sent to his Excellency General Washington, in 

answer to his Letter, ., w „ , „ 

" Walter opooner, per order. 

Read and concurred. 

The new draught of a Bill for annulling the Commis- 
sions of the Civil and Military Officers in the Colony, 
brought down from the honourable Board in the forenoon, 
was read, and concurred, with amendments. 

Ordered, That to-morrow morning, eight o'clock, be 
assigned to take into consideration the Contract made by 
the Committee of Supplies with certain persons, for Beef 
for the Army; and that the Committee of Supplies be 
notified to attend at that time. 

A Petition of the several Committees of the Townships 
of Gouldsborough, Narraguagus, Number-Four, and Plea- 
sant River, relative to the distressed situation of those 
Towns, Sic., was read, and committed to Major Hodges, 
Mr. Howard, and Major Broolcs. 

The Committee appointed to consider at what rates Team- 
sters should transport the Poor of Boston and Charlestown, 
and their effects, reported. The Report was read, and 
accepted, and thereupon, 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the pub- 
lick Treasury unto the Teamsters, or such person or per- 
sons as shall transport or carry any of the Poor of the Town 
of Boston, and also of Charlestown, and their effects, to 
any place whatsoever, agreeable to the orders of the late 
Congress, after the rates following, viz: For every person 
upwards of eighteen years of age, who is unable to travel, 
after the rate of three Pence a mile ; for every person 
from twelve to eighteen years of age, who is unable to 
travel, after the rate of two Pence a mile ; and for every 
person under the age of twelve years, who is unable to 
travel, one Penny a mile ; and that there be allowed and 
paid for transporting the goods and effects of all such poor 
persons after the rate of one Shilling per ton a mile ; and 
that the honourable the Council be desired to give orders 

* Whereas I, Thomas Cowden, of Fitchburgh, in the County of Wor- 
cester, have been, by many good people of this Province, accused of 
being inimical to my Country ; for the removal of which accusation, 
I do now acknowledge that in some things I have acted very impru- 
dently, viz : 1st. By allowing hands under me to work on the Publick 
Fast recommended by the Association of Boston Ministers. 2d, By 
speaking diminutively of the County Congress at Worcester, in which 
they recommended to people not to take Hicks's and Mills's Paper. 
3d. By endeavouring to hinder two persons, who were at work at a 
frame for me, to go down when the publick alarm was at Lexington. 
4th. By not sufficiently encouraging people to sign the Covenant. 5th. 
By being too backward in Town affairs, with regard to the liberties of 
the Country. For all which I am truly sorry ; beg the forgiveness of 
the honourable Board and House of Representatives, and of all the 
good people of this Country who have been aggrieved or offended 
thereby, and, in justice to myself, must Bay, that in these things I erred 
through judgment, not will ; and am now ready to convince the world 
of this solemn declaration, not only by word and interest, but even 
exposing my life itself, if my Country calls me thereto. 

Thomas Cowden. 
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on the Treasury to the several persons that have been, or 
shall be employed in that service, for their respective de- 
mands, after the rates aforesaid, they producing certificates 
agreeable to the Resolves or Order of Congress. 

h. Council, August 11, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Friday, August 11, 1775. 

An Account of Mr. John Folsom, of Greenland, for en- 
tertaining several Companies that came from the Eastward, 
was read, and committed to the Committee on Accounts. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider what 
is proper to be done relative to the receiving and disposing 
of the Coats and other articles which were ordered to be 
procured for the Soldiers, &c, by way of Resolve, viz: 

The Committee appointed by both Houses, the 9th in- 
stant, to consider what is proper to be done relative to the 
receiving and disposing of the Coats and other articles 
which were ordered to be procured for the Soldiers, by the 
Resolves of the late Provincial Congress, beg leave to re- 
port by way of Resolve : 

Resolved, That Major Fuller, Mr. Watson, and Captain 
Brown, be, and they hereby are appointed a Committee 
to receive Coats, Breeches, Shirts, Shoes, and Stockings, 
in lieu of the Committee of Supplies, which the inhabit- 
ants of this Colony are now providing, in consequence of 
certain Resolves of the late Provincial Congress, entered 
into June 29th and July 9th ; and said Committee are 
hereby invested with all the powers given to the Commit- 
tee of Supplies in said Resolves. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be, and they hereby 
are directed to receive, from the Committee of Supplies, 
Buttons provided by them for said Coats, and to cause the 
same to be buttoned accordingly; also, to be divided into 
parcels sufficient for a Regiment, and shaded as nearly as 
possible for uniforms ; and they are likewise empowered to 
draw on the publick Treasury, for defraying the charges of 
buttoning, as aforesaid, and to wait the further order of 
this Court for delivery of the same. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed by the late 
Provincial Congress to collect Shirts, Breeches, Stocking?, 
and Shoes, as aforesaid, be, and they hereby are directed 
to make returns to the Committee now appointed, of the 
particular quantities of each of said articles by them pur- 
chased, together with the prices, and the names of the 
persons whom they have paid for the same. 

Resolved, That the Committee now appointed be, and 
they hereby are directed to deliver to each Captain of the 
Forces established by this Colony, and now under com- 
mand of his Excellency General Washington, &tc, a pro- 
portion of the Breeches, Shirts, Stockings, and Shoes, 
which they shall receive in consequence of their appoint- 
ment, and to take receipts for the same, in the form fol- 
lowing: "Watertown, 1775. 

" Received of , a Committee of the General 

Assembly of Massachusetts Colony, Shirts, at 

; Breeches, at ," 

Shoes, at ; and Stockings, at . . . . . ; 

the whole amounting to ; which I promise to dis- 
tribute amongst the Non-Commissioned Officers and Sol- 
diers of my Company, and to deduct the amount thereof 
from their wages, respectively, on making up the muster- 
rolls." 

Which Receipts shall be all taken and kept in one book, 
a copy of which shall be delivered to the Paymaster-Gene- 
ral of the Continental Army for the time being, that he may 
examine the same, in order to be satisfied that proper de- 
ductions shall have been made accordingly. 

Read and accepted. 

Benjamin Chadbourne, Esq., brought down a Report of 
the Committee of both Houses appointed to wait on his 
Excellency General Washington, to confer with him on 
the propriety of supplying the Town of Gloucester with 
Men and Ammunition. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

After some debate on the matter referred, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole House, and 
the Speaker left the Chair. 



The Committee having agreed upon a Report, the 
Speaker resumed the Chair, when the Committee, by their 
Chairman, the Hon. Jerathmeel Bowers, Esq., reported 
verbally; and Mr. Partridge, Colonel Bowers, and Major 
Bliss, were appointed to reduce the same to writing. 

The Speaker desired leave of absence until Wednesday 
next. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Bowers be of the Committee 
appointed to wait on General Washington, to confer with 
him on the subject of a number of Letters brought from 
Machias, in the room of the Speaker, absent. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House officiate as 
Speaker, during the absence of the Speaker. 

Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Wheeler officiate as Clerk 
for the same time. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer be directed to attend the 
House. 

The Treasurer having attended, it was 

Ordered, That he be directed to examine his Books, in 
order to see what part of the One Hundred Thousand 
Pounds which he was to barrow on the credit of the Colo- 
ny has been received. 

Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq., brought down the Bill for 
annulling the Commissions of the Civil and Military Offi- 
cers in the Colony, concurred with by the honourable 
Board ; but, by direction of the Board, he proposed some 
amendments to the consideration of the House. 

The Committee on the Memorial of William Hunt, re- 
specting some of Lady Franlcland's Goods, reported facts 
as collected from and agreed to by the Memorialist and the 
Selectmen of the Town of Watertown, which are as fol- 
lows, viz: 

That there is one Gun, one Flask, and one Hanger, 
now in the possession of said Selectmen, which were in the 
custody of Lady Frankland, and said by her to be the 
property of Mr. Cromwell, which they have not delivered 
to any person. Jonas Dix, per order. 

Ordered, That the abovementioned Goods be kept in 
the possession of the Selectmen of Watertown, till the fur- 
ther order of this House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Singlctary be on the Committee 
for supplying the Town of Gloucester with Men and Am- 
munition, in the room of Captain Batchelder. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of a num- 
ber of Recruiting Officers in General Ward's Regiment. 
Read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr. Cushing, Mr. Story, 
Captain Stone, and Major Johnson, be a Committee to 
make some amendments in the Resolve relative to the re- 
ceiving of Clothing for the use of the Army. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to confer with 
General Washington, with respect to supplying the Town 
of Gloucester with Men and Ammunition. Read, and 
committed to the Committee appointed yesterday to con- 
sider the request of Mr. Foster on that account. 

The Committee having reported, the Report was read, 
amended, and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to deliver three hundred weight of Powder, out of that 
which has or may be first brought in from the several 
Towns, three hundred Shot of nine pounds weight, three 
hundred Shot suitable for a swivel gun of small size, and 
one hundred weight of Grape Shot, to Captain Joseph 
Foster, for the defence of the Town of Gloucester, he 
giving a receipt in behalf of said Town, to be accountable 
for the same. Also, 

Resolved, That the honourable the Council be desired 
to order the Company raised by Captain John Lane, part 
of which is now at Cambridge, to march immediately to 
Gloucester, there to remain, for the defence of that or any 
of the adjacent places which may be attacked by our ene- 
mies, until further orders, and to be under the directions 
and command of the Committee of Correspondence of the 
Town of Gloucester, and to be under the same regulation 
with the Forces raised for the defence of the sea-coast. 

In Council. August 12, 1775: Read and concurred. 
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Then the House adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, August 12, 1775. 

A Memorial from the Town of Salem. Read, and 
committed to Mr. Gerry, Deacon Rawson, and Colonel 
Orne. 

Ordered, That the Memorial of the Selectmen of the 
Town of Salem, respecting the replacing of the Powder 
which they had lent to the Colony, be committed to the 
aforementioned Committee. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to draw up a 
Resolve to prevent the needless expense of Gunpowder, 
was read and accepted. 

Whereas there has been a frequent firing of small-arms 
in divers parts of this Colony, whereby many of the inha- 
bitants have been needlessly alarmed, and much Ammuni- 
tion unnecessarily expended : therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is, recommended to 
the inhabitants of this Colony not to fire a gun at beast, 
bird, or mark, without real necessity therefor; and it is 
recommended to the Selectmen and Committees of Cor- 
respondence and Inspection in the several Towns and Dis- 
tricts in this Colony, to use their endeavours that the spirit 
of this Resolve be strictly and faithfully adhered to, and 
that this Resolve be published in the several newspapers. 

In Council, August 12, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The Petition of Mr. Dolliver, one of the Selectmen of 
the Town of Marblehead, was read ; and 

Ordered, That the Petitioner have leave to withdraw 
his Petition. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of a num- 
ber of Recruiting Officers in General Ward's Regiment, 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to attend the 
House, to inform the House if the honourable Board have 
passed upon the Resolve respecting the Commissary- 
General's supplying the Army with Provision, without 
having regard to any contract of the Committee of Sup- 
plies. 

Ordered, That a Committee of three persons be chosen 
by ballot, to receive the Clothing for the Army, collected 
agreeable to the directions of the Congress of the 19th of 
June and the 9th of July, and that three o'clock this after- 
noon be the time assigned for that service. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down from the honoura- 
ble Board the Resolve of the Committee of both Houses, 
respecting Andrew Hamilton, viz : 

" In Council, August 11, 1775. 

" The Committee of both Houses appointed to examine 
one Andrew Hamilton, taken up at Kennebeck, on suspi- 
cion of affording supplies to our enemies, beg leave to 
report: That the said Hamilton appears to be a crafty, 
designing person, formerly held a commission under the 
Crown, does not give any good reason for his taking pas- 
sage for Boston, and has been very officious in prying into 
the management of the publick affairs of this Colony. 
Your Committee, for these reasons, are of opinion he 
should be sent to Springfield Jail, to have the liberty of 
the yard during his good behaviour, otherwise to be put 
under close confinement, there to remain until further in- 
formation can be obtained respecting him, or he be dis- 
charged by order of this Court. 

" Chs. Chaunct, per order." 

Read and concurred. 

The Treasurer having acquainted the House that a large 
part of the Hundred Thousand Pounds which he was to bor- 
row on the credit of the Colony had not been received — 

Ordered, That Mr. Gardner be directed to inquire of 
Mr. Revere, how long before he can strike off any number 
of the Bills he was ordered by this House to print. 

Mr. Gardner reported that Mr. Revere would not be 
able to strike off any of the Bills aforementioned until 
Thursday or Friday next. 

Ordered, That Mr. Revere be directed to strike off five 
hundred more Blanks for Province Notes, and that Mr. 
Gardner be directed to inform him of this order. 

The Bill for vacating the Commissions of the Civil and 



Military Officers was read. The new Draught passed, with 
amendments. 

The Bill declaratory of the right of the Towns and Dis- 
tricts to send Representatives to the General Court. 
Read the third time, and recommitted, to have a clause 
inserted relative to the unconstitutional restrictions of the 
Towns of Newbury and Newburyport, and then passed to 
be engrossed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Bowers, Major Hawlcy, Mr. 
Johnson, Mr. Gardner, and Colonel Freeman, be a Com- 
mittee to carry it up to the Board. 

The Committee who were appointed to reduce to writ- 
ing the verbal Report of the Committee of the Whole 
House yesterday, relative to the contract of the Committee 
of Supplies for Beef, reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That as the Massachusetts Army, raised for 
the defence of American liberty, is now become part of the 
Continental Army, that therefore all contracts made by our 
Committee of Supplies, for victualling said Massachusetts 
Army, are terminated ; and the Commissary-General of 
said Continental Army is to be considered at liberty to 
purchase supplies for victualling said Army, of such per- 
sons and in such way and manner as he shall see fit. 

In Council, August 14, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Captain Goodman, Colonel Thompson, 
and Mr. Sewall, be a Committee to consider what method 
shall be taken to convey to JSewburyport the Stores order- 
ed for Deer-Island. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., came down with a Message from 
the Board, desiring that the Contract of the Committee of 
Supplies with the Butchers might be sent up to them. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board, to acquaint them that the House are not in posses- 
sion of the Contract which the Committee of Supplies made 
with the Butchers. 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses, with re- 
spect to Edward Parry, was read and concurred, viz : 

" In Council, August 9, 1775. 
" The Committee appointed to examine Mr. Edward 
Parry, Stc, have attended that service, and considering 
his close connection with and dependance on persons em- 
ployed by the Crown, his disposition to supply our enemies 
with masts, plank, Sic, contrary to the known sentiments 
of this people, and that his being restrained from doing it 
he considers as acts of violence and injustice, all which 
appear under his own hand, beg leave to report, as their 
opinion, that the said Edward Parry be immediately sent 
to the Town of Sturbridge, in this Colony, there to be 
detained and provided for by the Selectmen of that Town, 
until the further order of this Court ; and if, on any pre- 
tence whatever, he shall presume to leave said Town of 
Sturbridge, unless by order as aforesaid, he shall be taken 
and put under close confinement, until the further order of 

this Court. ., -n T j » 

" Benj. Lincoln, per order. 



Afternoon. 
The Petition from Deer-Island, presented to the late 
Congress, was read, and committed to Captain Parker, 
Major Hotvard, and Mr. Woodbridge. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Mr. Story, Deacon 
Rawson, Colonel Grout, and Captain Stone, with such as 
the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to con- 
sider what method can be taken to obtain the release of 
those Inhabitants of Boston who are now in jail in that 
Town. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
what method can be taken to obtain the release of those 
Inhabitants of Boston who are now in jail, be also a Com- 
mittee to examine the Letters in the possession of Mr. 
Joseph Greenleaf, and to confer with him, and the rest of 
the Committee of which he is a member, upon the subject 
of the intelligence he has to communicate. 

Ordered, That the Messenger of the House be directed 
to take into custody Mr. Mills, late a Printer in Boston, 
and bring him before the House forthwith. 

Ordered, That Joseph Otis, who has lately acted as a 
Sheriff in Boston, under the late Act of Parliament for 
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altering the Government of this Colony, be directed to at- 
tend the House. 

Ordered, That the Messenger of the House be directed 
to enjoin the said Mills and Otis, upon their honour, not 
to leave the Town until they have liberty from the Court. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Colonel Freeman, Cap- 
tain Partridge, Captain Goodman, and Colonel Grout, be 
a Committee to pass any further examination upon Mills 
and Otis, which they shall think proper. 

Mr. Cushing brought down from the Board a Letter 
from his Excellency General Washington, concerning the 
state of the Army and the propriety of fitting out Priva- 
teers. 

Ordered, That Colonel Sawyer, Colonel Cushing, and 
Mr. Cushing, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, be a Committee to consider the aforementioned Let- 
ter, and report thereon. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Sabbath-day, August 13, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitts be sent to the honourable 
Board, to inquire of them whether they shall have any 
thing to lay before the House before the time for publick 
worship. 

Mr. Pitts returned, and reported that he had done the 
Message. 

Afternoon. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the Board the 
Resolve of the Committee of bolh Houses, in consequence 
of General Washington's Letter respecting desertion from 

the Army. „ In Council, August 13, 1775. 

" Whereas it is made evident to this Court, that many 
Non : Commissioned Officers and Soldiers, belonging to the 
Continental Army, do absent themselves from their duty, 
and that there is great reason to believe divers of them are 
employed in their own private business while they are 
drawing pay from the publick, and all the measures hither- 
to used have been, ineffectual to prevent such base and per- 
nicious practices : Therefore, in order to reform this mis- 
chief and abuse, 

"It is Resolved, That the Committees of Correspondence 
for the several Towns in this Colony, and the Selectmen, 
where such Committees are not chosen, be and hereby are 
directed and enjoined to make careful and diligent inquiry, 
from time to time, whether there be any Non-Commissioned 
Officers or Soldiers, within their respective Towns, belong- 
ing to the said Army; and if any such shall be found, that 
they bring them to a strict and impartial examination, upon 
what account they left the Army, by whose leave, and for 
what time ; and to require all such as have no furloughs, 
or whose furloughs are out, and have no real impediment 
of sickness, to return to their duty immediately; and in 
case they neglect it, that such Committees or Selectmen 
do, without fail or delay, send an account of their names, 
the Company and Regiment to which they belong, and the 
places where they are lurking, to his Excellency General 
Washington, that such infamous deserters and defrauders 
of the publick may not go unpunished. And it is strongly 
recommended to all the inhabitants of this Colony to be 
aiding and assisting to their said Committees and Select- 
men in the execution of this Resolve, and that they by no 
means countenance, harbour, or conceal, but, on the other 
hand, give information of all such delinquents to the said 
Committees or Selectmen ; and also to the said Committees 
and Selectmen, that they be vigilant and faithful in the dis- 
charge of this trust. 
" To the Committee of Correspondence in the Town of . . 

"And his Excellency General Washington is hereby re- 
quested to give orders that the foregoing Resolve be posted 
up in stich publick places in the Camps as to him shall 
seem proper, that the soldiery of the Army may be excited 
to take into their consideration the baseness, fraud, and 
villany of the abovementioned practice ; that they may 
thereby be made sensible that every one who shall be guilty 
thereof will greatly disparage himself, become justly con- 
temptible, and deserving of severe punishment, and wholly 
forfeit the respectable character of an American Volunteer. 

l - Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be printed in 



Handbills, and directed to the Committees of Correspond- 
ence or Selectmen in the several Towns in this Colony, 
and that fifty copies thereof be sent to General Washing- 
ton. Also, that a Committee be appointed to procure the 
printing the said Handbills, to direct the printer as to num- 
ber, and to superscribe them to the several Towns, &c. 
That the following Letter to General Washington accom- 
pany the said copies, viz : 

"Watertown, August 13, 1775. 

" Sir: The enclosed Handbills will sufficiently serve to 
satisfy your Excellency that the General Court fully con- 
cur with you in your opinion of the importance and neces- 
sity of the utmost exertions for the reformation of the infa- 
mous practices mentioned in your Letter of the 7th instant, 
directed to the President of the honourable Board, and also 
of the readiness of the General Court to co-operate with 
you in every measure tending to remedy the mischief 
therein complained of." 

Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Major Ilallet, and 
Colonel Thompson, be a Committee to see to the printing 
this Resolve in Handbills, and sending it to the several 
Towns in the Colony, and that fifty copies thereof be sent 
to General Washington. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
eight o'clock. 

Monday, August 14, 1775. 

The Petition from the Inhabitants of Machias, and the 
Account accompanying it, were read, and committed to 
Colonel Otis, Colonel Thompson, and Mr. Cushing. 

The Petition of the Committee of Inspection and Cor- 
respondence for the Town of Falmouth, read, and commit- 
ted to Mr. Durfee, Colonel Cushing, and Colonel Otis. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be directed 
to assist Captain James Curtis with suitable carriages to 
convey one ton of Stores from Watertown to Newburyport, 
and lay their accounts before this House. 

The Report of the Committee respecting the abating the 
Town of Boston, and some other suffering Towns, their 
Colony Taxes, in whole or in part, read and recommitted. 

Ordered, That Captain Foster, Mr. Singletary, and 
Captain Morton, be a Committee to procure the quantity 
of Shot specified in the Report of the Committee to fur- 
nish the Town of Gloucester "with Men and Ammunition. 

The Letter from the Selectmen of Newburyport, re- 
specting their Town's stock of Powder, read, and 

Ordered, That the Resolve for collecting Powder from 
several Towns be dispensed with as to Newburyport. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Story, and Captain 
Goodman, with such as the honourable Board shall join, 
be a Committee to consult what measures can be taken to 
cut off the communication of intelligence which is said to 
go to the enemy by means of the Man-of-War at Ports- 
mouth. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the Board, acquainting 
them that the House considered the Memorial of the Town 
of Gloucester, and the Letter from General Washington,* 
brought down by Captain White, to belong to the depart- 
ment of the Board to consider of. 

Mr. Sullivan accordingly went with a Message from the 
House, to inform the Board that it was the opinion of the 

*Camb7ud<3E, Head.Quarters, August 14, 1775. 

Sin : His Excellency being obliged to attend some business in the 
lines, has directed me to acquaint you and the honourable Court, that 
he has received a letter from General Gage, which has determined him 
to order the Officers now at Watertown, together with those at Cape- 
Ann, to be confined in Northampton jail. General Gage is resolved to 
know no distinction of rank among our prisoners in his hands, which 
obliges General Washington, very contrary to his disposition, to observe 
thcBame rule of treatment to those gentlemen, to whom it will be pro. 
per to explain the reasons of a conduct which otherwise may appear 
harsh and cruel. Tiio common men the General Court will order to 
such places as they think proper. 

I have, by the General's direction, also enclosed you the letter from 
Cape. Ann. He would gladly give them tho desired assistance, but you 
are no strangers to the state of our ammunition. We have reason to 
expect some speedy supplies, and when any can be spired from tho 
necessary use of tho Army with propriety, it will doubtless be done ; 
m tho mean thm his Excellency refers them to the Gonoral Court for 
the direction and advice they request. 

I have tho honour to be, with groat respect, Sir, your most obedient 
humble sjrvant, JosEni Ueeu, Secretary. 



329 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AUGUST, 1775. 



330 



House, that the right of disposing of all Prisoners of War 
belonged to the major part of the Council, as Governour. 
The Resolve relative to the killing of Sheep, road, and 
accepted, and is as follows : 

Whereas considerable doubts have arisen amongst the 
good people in some parts of this Colony, by means of the 
various constructions of the recommendations of the Conti- 
nental and Provincial Congresses, respecting the preserving 
and increasing the stocks of Sheep : For the more effect- 
ual obviating of such doubts, this House do now Resolve, 
That, in their opinion, the owners of Sheep are by those 
recommendations by no means absolutely restrained from 
killing such Sheep and Lambs as by the scarcity of hay 
are rendered necessary to be killed, nor others from pur- 
chasing them, but that if such owners of Sheep shall suffer 
their stock to increase to as great a number as they are able 
to support, and if they should have a surplusage, that they 
manifest a readiness to sell the Same at a reasonable rate 
to others who may be disposed to buy, with a view to keep 
them in this Colony, they fully comply with the spirit and 
intentions of those recommendations, especially as the severe 
drought in most parts of the Colony renders it impracti- 
cable for the farmers to keep their whole stock. 

In Council, August 14, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Major Fuller exhibited an Account from the Selectmen of 
Newton, for supplying Provisions and Military Stores. 

Ordered that he have leave to withdraw it. 

Ordered, That the Committee upon Dr. Marvin's 
Account and Captain Ezra BuelVs Muster-Rolls be direct- 
ed to report. 

Ordered, That Mr. CohiU, Captain Morton, and Mr. 
Davis, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve empowering 
the Receiver-General to pay to Captain Briant Morton 
a sum of Money sufficient to purchase the Supplies ordered 
for Captain James Curtis. 

The Memorial from the Officers of the Eastern Regi- 
ment in the County of Lincoln* read, and committed to 
Mr. Rice, Colonel Orne, and Colonel Davis, with such as 
the honourable Board shall join. 

August 14, 1775 : Read and concurred, and Joseph 
Palmer and Jabez Fisher are joined. 

*To the Honourable the Great and General Court, assembled at Water- 
town : 
The Memorial of the Officers of the Eastern Regiment of Militia, in 
the County of Lincoln, in Council met at Booth-Bay, August 2, 1775, 
humhly sheweth: That in the night, between the 20th and 21st of July 
ultimo, the Colonel of said Regiment received information by express 
that a Frigate, with four Transport Ships and three Sloops, were 
arrived at Long.Island, in FenobscoUBay, and taking on board fuel and 
provisions for General Gage's Army. That the Colonel immediately 
despatched orders to the proper officers to meet him at St. George's, 
with a third part of each Company under his command; in conse- 
quence of which the several Companies of each Regiment marched the 
next day. That on their arrival off said place of rendezvous, it was 
found that certain persons, not under their command, had gone to 
Camden, the place of continent nearest to said island. That fearing 
the effects of this incident, the body marched after them with all possi. 
ble expedition ; but as soon as they reached Camden they had certain 
intelligence that, by means of said persons, the enemy had already 
received notice of the approach and designs of tho Militia, and in conse. 
quenco thereof had moved from the land out of the reach of their arms. 
That a council was immediately called, in which it was judgod imprac- 
ticable to execute the plan hitherto adapted against the foe thus alarmed; 
nor waB any other way of defeating their intentions now in tho power 
of the Militia, but that of cutting off their communications with the 
main, preventing any ill-disposed persons from finding them supplies, 
and themselves from making any secure lodgment on shore — that as 
Fort Pownall stood contiguous to good navigation for Ships of any 
burden, it was untenable by any force we could throw into it— as it 
was just at hand to the present station of tho enemy ; unapproachable 
by us if once they shall get possession ; so situated as to command the 
settlements on the River and Bay ; and, with the assistance of a few 
mon and on? or two small armed vessels, cap.ible of distressing the in- 
habitants of the greatest part of the eastern country, so as to oblige 
them to abandon their abodes or act the tory to the uttermost ; it was 
therefore judged to be the most alluring bait, and, at the same time tho- 
easiest prey the foe could find in these parts — and as a letter from Mr. 
Winslow, who conducts their said fleet, to the Committee of St. George's, 
together with a pretended certificate from some Selectmen in Boston, 
intimates a design of returning for more cargoes, it seemed highly 
probable that their factors would tarry at said fort, under protection of 
the marines now on board said frigate, to prepare matters for this 
or any other fleet, on like errand, against their return. It was therefore 
unanimously judged necessary for the publick safety that said Fort 
Pownall be immediately destroyed. That the Militia marched for said 
place without delay, and on their way were overtaken by two officers 
of Colonel McCobb's Regiment, informing that part of said Regiment, 
under command of Lieutenant Colonel Harnden, was on the march to 
join them ; but as there was no prospect of an opportunity of coming to 
action with the enemy, this Regiment being so far ahead of them, and 
being now about two hundred and seventy strong, was thought sufli- 



Afternoon, 

A Letter from Lieutenant Lane. Read and committed 
to Col. Grout, Deacon Batchelder, and Capt. Morton. 

Ordered, That Dr. Whiting, Mr. Cushing, and Mr. 
Singletary, with such as the honourable Board shall join, 
be a Committee to inquire into the grounds of the com- 
plaints made by the Soldiers of their allowance, and report 
thereon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Davis be on the Committee 
for the Petition from Gouldsborough, in the room of Major 
Brooks. 

The Petition from the Selectmen and Overseers of the 
Poor. Read and committed to Mr. Perry, Mr. Jewet, and 
Deacon Rawson. 

Then the House adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, August 15, 1775. 

The Report of the Committee relative to the supplying 
Captain Curtis with Stores, recommitted for some amend- 
ment. 

Mr, Jonathan Low returned a Member for the Town 
of Lunenburgh. 

Ordered, That Captain Thatcher, Mr. Putnam, and 
Deacon Rawson, be a Committee to examine the Resolves 
of Congress respecting the estates of the Refugees, and 
report thereon. 

The Report of the Committee for furnishing Captain 
Curtis with Provision, &c. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be and hereby is directed 
to pay out of the publick Treasury to Captain Bryant 
Morton the sum of one hundred and ninety-six Pounds, to 
purchase two months' provision for Captain James Curtis's 
Company. Two hundred bushels of Corn and six Whale- 

cient to accomplish every purpose now attainable ; and inasmuch as 
they came without boats, and your petitioners had not boats enough for 
the body now with them, their continuing their march wis judged 
needless and inconvenient, and thereupon they returned. That your 
petitioners, proceeding on their march to Fort Pownall, took two sloops 
which they found in the employ of carrying necessaries to Boston, with 
a protection from Admiral Graves. Intelligence was received of seve- 
ral others in the same circumstances at Majabigwaduce, whereupon a 
party was despatched thither, which took a sloop loading for Nantucket, 
together with another sloop and schooner just come from Boston, and 
bound thither again, with protection from the Admiral. The rest of 
said Regiment meanwhile went forward, and after assisting Colonel 
Goldthwait in removing his effects out of said Fort to the Chapel, and 
saving what shot, load and old iron they could, burnt the building to 
the ground, and then brought off a barge belonging to the Colony, 
which had been employed in the service of the Fort. That your peti- 
tioners then reconnoitred the bay, and found the enemy's fleet to remove 
from place to placj sundry times, and to take such posts as made it 
evident their design was rather to avoid than intercept them. That 
finding their provisions all spent, and themselves in a country where 
the necessities of the inhabitants forbid the hope of any supply from 
thom, your petitioners were obliged to return home : accordingly tho 
vessels abovementioned were brought to sail, and arrived safe in Town- 
send Harbour, in this Town, on Tuesday, the first of this instant. That 
on their return, your petitioners find that they would have been supplied 
with provisions from the Town of Bristol, had not one of the aforesaid 
persons, by whoso means tho enemy was alarmed from Camden, pre- 
vented their sending them, after part was put on board of tho vessels to 
convey them to your petitioners. That soon after their arrival, your peti- 
tioners met in council to deliberate on what might bo proper to be done 
with the vessels now in custody, and tho persons who commanded them ; 
and a regard for the publick safety induced your petitioners to order them 
to be hauled up, stripped, and kept under a constant guard till tho plea- 
sure of the honourable Court is known — except the schooner, which, for 
particular reasons, your petitioners have delivered to Major Andrew 
Reed, of this Town, to bo employed in defence of this coast, and in 
suppressing trade with the enemy, until the orders of the Legislature 
concerning her shall have been received. The masters of said vessels 
appeared to your petitioners to have offended rather out of ignorance 
than ill intent, and therefore were dismissed — Nathan Phillips, Peleg 
Cruger, and Jonathan Carlcton, then sick on shore and incapable of 
being removed, excepted, who were by plenary evidence found guilty of 
having made it their business for some time past to supply the King's 
Troops with wood, live stock, and whatever other provisions they could 
procur3 : and therefore your petitioners judged it not for the safety of 
the Colony, and especially the eastern country, to suffer said persona 
to go at large. Your petitioners have for that reason referred them to 
the sentence of the honourable Court, and for that purpose do now 
send the two former to your Honours by the escort of Major Edward 
Emerson, an officer of said Regiment, who has been with your petition- 
ers through the whole of the expedition here narrated, and to whom 
your petitioners can safely refer the honourable Court for a particular 
account of every circumstance attending it. Your petitioners pray that 
the honourable Court would take order respecting the premises, and on 
the first signification of your Honours' pleasure, the said sloops, schooner, 
boat, &c., shall forthwith be disposed of agreeahly thereunto. And 
your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Signed in hehalf and per order of the Officers of the Eastern Regi- 
ment, in tho County of Lincoln. Ja3ies Cargill, Colonel. 
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Boats, for the use of the Forces destined for Deer-Island, 
in the County of Lincoln, which Corn and Boats are to be 
delivered to the care of Colonel CargiJl, in said County, 
and said Captain Morton to be accountable to this Court 
for the same sum. 

In Council, August 15, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Report of the Committee on Capt. Jeremiah Obrian's 
Account. Read, and recommitted for amendments. 

Ordered, That a Precept be issued to the Inhabitants of 
the Town of Boston, for the choice of a Representative, 
in the room of the Honourable Mr. Samuel Adams, who is 
elected to the Board. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Major Cross, Mr. Sul- 
livan, Colonel Sawyer, and Captain Partridge, be a Com- 
mittee to wait upon Mr. Adams to the honourable Board. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Report on 
the Memorial of the Officers of the Eastern Regiment in 
the County of Lincoln. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Cushing, Mr. Greenleaf, and 
Mr. Wheeler, be a Committee to confer with General 
Washington relative to the Debts contracted by the Mas- 
sachusetts Forces before it was made a Continental Army, 
and make report to this House. 

Ordered, That the sum of Six Thousand Pounds be 
granted for defraying the charges of the General Court. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, August 16, 1775. 

The Report of the Committee on "the Petition of the 
Committee of Inspection and Correspondence for the 
Town of Falmouth* Read and accepted. 

Besohed, That the owner of the Vessel, mentioned in 
the foregoing Petition, have liberty to proceed immediate- 
ly with said Vessel and Cargo either to Dartmouth or 
Swanzey, as he shall think most for his benefit; and that 
such procedure with said Vessel and Cargo, by orders of 
the owner, be not interrupted. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

The Resolve for the new emission of Bills of Credit 
for One Hundred Thousand Pounds, and for authenticating 
the same by signing and numbering them. 

Read, and Ordered, That four o'clock this afternoon 
be assigned for the second reading of it. 

Deacon Israel Nichols was returned a Member from the 
Town of Leominster. 

Ordered, That the Messenger of the House direct the 
attendance of Deacon Cheever and Mr. Devens, that they 
may inform the House what part of the Town of Charles- 
town is capable of paying Taxes. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 
Petition from the Committees of Gouldsborough, Narra- 
guagus, Number-Four, and Pleasant Biver,\ having con- 
ferred with Captain Alexander Campbell, as referred to in 
said Petition, reported. Read and accepted. 

* To the Honourable the Council and House of Representatives for the 
Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, now sitting at Watertown : 

The Committees of Inspection and Correspondence for the Town of 
Falmouth humbly showeth : That on information that the Brig Sally, 
from the West-Indies, laden with Sugar and Molasses, commanded by 
Captain Edward Grisly, and owned by Mr. Joseph Sherburne, sus- 
pected to be for the British Army, now in Boston, we thought fit to 
Bend for the Captain, and find by him he has orders to proceed with 
said Brig and cargo to Swanzey, to Colonel Bowers's wharf, for which 
reasons, wo thought fit to stop said Brig and cargo, supposing it im- 
possible for them to proceed to Swanzey with safety, and have ordered 
her to be detained at Falmouth until your Honours shall give orders 
how said Brig shall be proceeded with, &c. We, your petitioners, 
therefore pray your Honours to take the affair under your considera- 
tion and order, as you in your wisdom shall see fit. And your petitioners, 
as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Jno. Grannis, > Clerks for Committee 

Nathaniel Shiverick, { of Correspondence. 
Falmouth, August 11, 1775. 

t To the Honourable General Assembly of the Province of the Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, at Watertown : 
The Petition of the Committees for tho Townships of Gouldsborough, 
Number-Four, Narraguagus, and Pleasant River, lying in the East- 
ern parts of said Province, humbly shews : That whereas, the present 
alarming situation of this Country, and the Province in general, par- 
ticularly the several Towns to which they belong, bsing at present 



Besohed, That one Company of fifty Men, including 
Officers, be raised and stationed in the Towns of Goulds- 
borough, Narraguagus, Number-Four, and Pleasant Biver, 
and to be on the same establishment as those already 
raised in the County of Lincoln, to the eastward of St. 
George's; and that they be supplied with one hundred 
pounds of Powder, five hundred Flints, and Ball equiva- 
lent ; and that the Powder, Balls and Flints be transport- 
ed to Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland, at the ex- 
pense of this Colony ; and that the abovementioned arti- 
cles be delivered to Captain Campbell, for the use of said 
Company when raised, Captain Campbell, with the other 
Petitioners, to be accountable to this Court for the same. 

In Council, August 19, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Dix, Mr. Crane, and Mr. Devens, 
be a Committee to bring in a Bill for proportioning the sum 
of Forty-Six Thousand Pounds upon the several Towns 
ordered by this House, for defraying the publick charges, 
and for the support of Government, agreeable to the last 
valuation, and the particular instructions of this House. 

The Report on the Memorial of the Officers of the 
Eastern Regiment in the County of Lincoln. Read and 
recommitted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Greenleaf he on the Committee to 
examine Dr. Marvin's Account, in the room of Colonel 
Grout, and that the Committee be directed to sit imme- 
diately. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of the 
Committee of Inspection and Correspondence for the 
Town of Falmouth was brought down by Mr. Gill, with 
some amendments. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition from the 
Inhabitants of Machias read, and recommitted; and 

Ordered, That Captain Partridge and Colonel Bowers 
be added to the Committee. 

Afternoon. 

The Bill for vacating the Civil and Military Commissions 
in this Colony. 

Read, and Besohed, That this Bill pass to be enacted. 

In the fifteenth year of the Beign of George the Third, 

King, fyc. 
An Act for removing from their respective offices and 
places all the Officers, both Civil and Military, be- 
longing to this Colony of the Massachusetts-Bav, in 
New-England, holding, or claiming to hold their re- 
spective offices or places by or under any nomination, 
appointment or commission, made or granted by any 
Governour or Lieutenant- Governour of the Province 
of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, either 
with or without the advice and consent of the. Council 
or Assistants of said Province, in the absence of the 
Governour and Lieutenant-Governour, before the pre- 
sent meeting of this General Court. 
Whereas many of the Civil and Military Officers of the 
said Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, 
have clearly manifested themselves unfriendly to the rights 
and liberties of these American Colonies, and therefore 

destitute of all legal and constitutional Government, beg leave to in- 
form your Honours, that we have taken such steps as we thought pro- 
psr to govern ourselves in our different departments, agreeable to the 
once happy Constitution of this Province, according to our judgment, 
the copy of which proceedings we beg leave to transmit by the bearer, 
Captain Alexander Campbell. However, being suspicious of pur abili- 
ties in matters of that nature, we beg leave to come under the direc- 
tion and protection of your honourable body, and to have such laws 
and rules prescribed for us, as you in your wisdom may think most 
suitable ; and we, for ourselves and constituents, do heartily engage to 
conform to the same from time to time, as your Honours shall direct. 
It may be needless for us to represent to your Honours the very dis- 
tressed situation of this Country with respect to provisions and almost 
every other necessary of life. We humbly pray that your Honours 
-would take this matter into your wise consideration, and point out 
some method that the distressad inhabitants may be relieved, in that 
way your Honours may think best. We beg leave to refer you to 
Captain Alexander Campbell for any further particulars relative to this 
country, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

William Nickells, ) « ... , „ , , , . 

, ™ > Committee tor Gouldsborough . 
Jonathan Tracy, ^ J " s 

Hf.nry Dyer, ) *-, „ ... r ,r t « 

t, „, ' _„ } Committee for Number-Four. 

Phineas Whitten, $ ■> v "' 

Alexander Camtbell, ) n ... , . r 

John Ruall, X °<"nmilt e e for Narragvagm. 



Daniel Merit, ) „ ... , „■ -. ♦,. 

> Committee Jor Pleasant River, 



Jko. Hall, 
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unfit to hold or exercise the offices and employments to 
which they were appointed or commissionated : And where- 
as it is necessary Cor the safety and peace of this Colony, 
that all such Officers should be deprived of their offices, 
and that other men, who are able, true and real friends to 
American liberty, should be appointed and commissionated 
in their stead ; and as it would not only be disagreeable, 
but also very inconvenient, either by act or proclamation 
singly and by name to deprive all such unfit persons of 
their respective offices, and to substitute and commissionate 
faithful men in their stead, leaving such as are friendly to 
right and liberty to exercise and discharge their respective 
offices by virtue of their present commissions ; this Court 
doth judge it expedient that all the Officers, both civil and 
military, belonging to this Colony, now holding their offices 
under or by virtue of any appointment or commission, 
made or granted by any Governour or Lieutenant-Govern- 
our of the said Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, in 
New-England, either with or without the advice and con- 
Bent of the Council, or by the major part of the Council in 
the absence of the Governour and Lieutenant-Governour, 
before the present meeting of this General Court, should 
be deprived of their respective offices, and that all such 
appointments and commissions should, from and after the 
nineteenth day of September next, wholly cease and deter- 
mine : 

Be it therefore enacted and declared by the Council 
and House of Representatives in General Court assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, That from and 
after the said nineteenth day of September, all the nomina- 
tions, appointments and commissions at any time, before 
the present meeting of this General Court, made or grant- 
ed by any Governour or Lieutenant-Governour of the said 
Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, or 
by the major part of the Council in the absence of the 
Governour and Lieutenant-Governour, appointing or com- 
missionating any person or persons to any office, civil or 
military, shall be utterly null, void and of none effect, and 
that all the powers and authorities, either civil or military, 
of all and every person and persons belonging to the said 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, now 
holding or claiming to hold his or their office or place by 
or under any nomination, appointment or commission, made 
or granted by any Governour or Lieutenant-Governour of 
the said Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New-Eng- 
land, whether with or without the advice and consent of 
the Council or Assistants of the said Province in the ab- 
sence of the Governour and Lieutenant-Governour, shall, 
from and after the nineteenth day of September, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five, wholly cease and de- 
termine. 

In Council, August 23, 1775: This Bill having had 
two several readings, Resolved, That it pass to be enacted. 

On the Petition from Machias,* 
Resolved, That there be raised at Machias a Company 
of fifty Men, Officers included, on the same pay and for 

* To the Honourable Council and House of Representatives assembled 
at Watertown, July 19, 1775: 
The Petition of tho subscribers, in behalf of the inhabitants of Ma- 
chias, in the County of Lincoln, and Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
humbly sheweth : That your Petitioners in the present unhappy times 
have been at great expense in guarding the coast at Machias, by which 
means the inhabitants have done but very little else for two months 
past, which leaves us in a very distressed situation, unable to defend our. 
selves, or the common cause for which our Country in general are con. 
tending ; however, we beg leave to hold ourselves ready and willing to 
exert ourselves still further by virtue of such encouragement as your 
Honours shall think proper. We, therefore, pray your Honours would 
plenso to allow us the privilege of raising a company of men amongst 
ourselves, on the expense of the Province, by which means, we humbly 
conceive, we should be enabled to guard our own post by continuing 
the young men in the place who at present are wholly out of employ, 
and contribute in some measure to the necessity of the poor inhabit ants ; 
and the company raised to be under such restrictions and regulations 
as your Honours shall think fit. We would also beg leave to represent 
to your Honours that we havo not a sufficiency of Powder and Ball la 
make any considerable defence in case of an invasion. We humbly 
pray your Honours would supply us with two hundred weight of Pow- 
der, and Ball in proportion. Your Honours are doubtless sensible of 
the great cost and charge your petitioners must necessarily be at in 
the conveyance of a number of Prisoners from Machias to Watertown, 
near three hundred and fifty miles distant. The particular accounts of 
which we beg leave to lay before your honourable Committee. Wo 
therefore pray your Honours would please to grant such a sum of 
money to be paid unto your petitioners as will enable us to defray all 
such charges as shall be found right and just; and your petitioners, as 
in duty bound, shall ever pray. Jeremiah Obrian. 

Benjamin Foster. 



the same time as the Forces that are already raised for the 
defence of the Sea-Coasts, and that there be allowed by 
this Colony six Shillings a week per man, billeting, during 
their service; and the Colony to supply said Captain Jere- 
miah Obrian, for the use of said Company, with fifty 
weight of Powder, and Ball equivalent, he to be account- 
able to the Court for the same ; and said Company, when 
raised, to be under the direction of their Captain as to their 
station. Also, Resolved, That said Jeremiah Obrian be 
paid out of the Treasury of this Colony the sum of one 
hundred Pounds, towards his account, exhibited with this 
Petition, he giving security for the same, with one surety, 
(to this Colony Treasurer,) until he brings proper vouchers 
to support said account. 

In Council, August 16, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

The Bill for making and emitting the sum of One Hun- 
dred Thousand Pounds in Bills of Publick Credit. Read 
the second time, and ordered to be recommitted. 

Benjamin Chadbourne, Esq., brought down a Letter 
from his Excellency General Washington, respecting an 
Indian Chief from St. Francois, who appears as an Am- 
bassador from that Tribe, with the following vote of Coun- 
cil thereon, viz : 

" In Council, August 16, 1775. 

" Resolved, That William Sever, Esq., and John Win- 
throp, Esq., with such as may be joined by the honourable 
House, be a Committee to confer with the Indian Chief 
mentioned in the within, and report what they may judge 
proper to be done thereon." 

Read and concurred, and Colonel Otis, Mr. Baichel- 
der, and Mr. Hopkins, are joined with the Honourable Mr. 
Sever and Mr. Winthrop, to consider said Letter, and treat 
with said Chief, and report thereon. 

The return of the Precept from Brookficld (signifying 
that the Town did not think proper to send a Member to 
the Assembly the present year) read. 

The Committee on Lieutenant Lane's Petition made a 
verbal Report. 

Ordered, That the Petitioner have leave to withdraw 
his Petition. 

Ordered, That Major Haioley, Colonel Bowers, Col. 
Freeman, Colonel Orne, and Colonel Otis, be a Commit- 
tee to confer with the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., and the 
gentlemen delegated by this Colony to represent it at the 
Continental Congress, with respect to the sum necessary to 
be drawn out of the Treasury to defray their expenses to 
and at Philadelphia, and also to receive any intelligence 
of the Proceedings of the Congress which the said Dele- 
gates may communicate, and to consider what matters are 
proper to be laid before them previous to their departure 
to Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Mr. Cushing, and Col. 
Orne, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a 
Committee to consider what Oaths are proper and neces- 
sary to be taken by the Officers, civil and military, who 
may be appointed by the honourable Board. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday, August 17, 1775. 

Ordered, That Colonel Hwight, Mr. Toby, and Major 
Leonard, be a Committee to consider the Petition of Lyaia 
Paddock, the wife of Thomas Paddock, and report thereon. 

Ordered, That Captain White, of Middleborough, be 
on the Committee for considering the Letter from Lieuten- 
ant Lane. 

The Report of the Committee on the Memorial from 
the Town of Salem. Read, and recommitted. 

The Bill declaratory of the right of Towns and Dis- 
tricts to send Representatives to the General Court. Read 
a third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

In the fifteenth year of the Reign of George the Third, 
King, 8{C. 

An Act declaratory of the right of certain Towns and 
Districts in the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, in 
New-England, to elect and depute a Representative or 
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Representatives to serve for and represent them in any 

Great and General Court or Assembly at any time to 

be held and kept for the service of the said Colony. 

Whereas there are divers Acts or Laws, heretofore made 
and passed by former General Courts or Assemblies of this 
Colony, for the incorporation of Towns and Districts, which, 
against common right, and in derogation of the rights grant- 
ed to the inhabitants of this Colony by the Charter, con- 
tain an exception to the right and privilege of choosing and 
sending a Representative or Representatives to the Great 
and General Court or Assembly: 

Be it therefore enacted and declared by the Council 
and House of Representatives in General Court assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, That henceforth 
every such exception contained in any Act or Law here- 
tofore made and passed by any General Court or Assem- 
bly of this Colony, for the erecting or incorporating any 
Town or District, shall be held and taken to be altogether 
null and void ; and that every Town and District in this 
Colony, consisting of the number of thirty or more free- 
holders and other inhabitants, qualified by Charter to vote 
in the election of Representatives, shall henceforth be held 
and taken to have full right, power, and privilege to elect 
and depute one or more persons, being freeholders and 
residents in such Town or District, to serve for and repre- 
sent them in any Great and General Court or Assembly, 
entitled " An Act for ascertaining the number and regula- 
ting the House of Representatives," any exception of that 
right and privilege, as expressed in the respective Acts or 
Laws for ihe incorporation of such Town or District, not- 
withstanding. 

And whereas in and by an Act or Law of this Colony, 
entitled "An Act for erecting part of the Town of New- 
bury into a new Town, by the name of Newburyport," it 
is enacted and provided, that the said Town of Newbury- 
port should have the right of choosing and sending, from 
time to time, but one person to represent them in the Great 
and General Court of this Colony, and that the inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Newbury, from and after the time 
of the making and passing the said Act, should have a 
right to choose and send no more than one person to repre- 
sent them in the Great and General Court of this Colony: 

Be it, enacted and declared by the authority aforesaid, 
That henceforth each of the said Towns of Newbury and 
Newburyport shall have the full power and right of choos- 
ing and sending as many persons to represent them re- 
spectively in the Great and General Court or Assembly of 
this Colony as each of the said Towns would have had a 
ri'dit to have chosen and sent to the said General Court 
by virtue of the abovementioned Act or Law, entitled 
"An Act for ascertaining the number and regulating the 
House of Representatives," in case there had not been 
any restrictions upon the said Towns touching their rights 
and privilege of choosing and sending persons to represent 
them respectively in the Great and General Court or As- 
sembly contained or expressed in the said Act for the con- 
stituting and making that part of the former Town of New- 
bury, now called Newburyport, a distinct Town. 

And be it further enacted and declared by the autho- 
rity aforesaid, That every corporate body in this Colony 
which, in the act for the incorporation thereof, is said and 
declared to be made a District, and has by such act grant- 
ed to it, or is declared to be vested with the rights, powers, 
privileges, or immunities of a Town, with the exception 
abovementipned of choosing and sending a Representative 
to the Great and General Court or Assembly, shall hence- 
forth be, and shall be holden, taken, and intended to be a 
Town, to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

In the House of Representatives, August 17, 1775 : 
This engrossed Bill having had three several readings, Re- 
solved, "That it pass to be enacted. 

Saml. Freeman, Speaker pro tern. 

In Council, August 23, 1775: This engrossed Bill having 
had two several readings, Resolved, That it pass to be 

enacted * Samuel Adams, Secretary. 

Ordered, That Colonel Bowers, Mr. Greenleaf and 
Col. Orne, be Monitors for the remainder of this session. 

Resolved, That the Vote of this House of the 5th in- 
stant, appointing Major Haivley and others a Committee 



on a Letter from Mr. Thomas Amory to Mr. Moses Gill, 
relative to a cargo of Flour taken, for the use of the Co- 
lony, from a Schooner of the said Amory, at Nantucket, 
be reconsidered ; and that the same be committed to the 
Committee of Supplies. 

A Letter from Messrs. Joseph and William Green- 
leaf relative to the suffering condition of the Poor of Bos- 
ton. 

The Resolve of the Continental Congress relative to 
making Saltpetre, read to the House. 

Mr. Enoch Lincoln was returned a Member from the 
Town of Hingham, and District of Cohasset. 

Mr. Hopkins was appointed a Monitor in the room of 
Colonel Bowers, gone home. 

Afternoon. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee on the Memorial of the Officers of the East- 
ern Regiment of Militia in the County of Lincoln, viz : 

" The Committee appointed to take into consideration 
the Memorial of the Officers of the Eastern Regiment of 
Militia in the County of Lincoln, beg leave to report, that 
the conduct of said Regiment of Militia in destroying Fort 
Pownall, and taking a number of vessels mentioned in said 
Memorial, is highly approved ; that the Sloops mentioned 
as taken in said Memorial, together with their rigging and 
sails, be secured in some place or places of safety by the 
Selectmen and Committees of Correspondence of each 
Town in the County of Lincoln where these vessels now 
are, until the further order of this Court; that the Schooner 
taken as mentioned in said Memorial, be and remain in the 
care of the petitioners, to be by them employed in defence 
of the sea-coasts of those eastern parts, and the annoy- 
ance of our enemies, in the most prudent and effectual 
manner, until the further order of this Court ; that the 
Boat or Barge mentioned in said Memorial be under the 
care of Colonel James Cargill, to be by him used and em- 
ployed in the Colony service, until the further order of this 
Court ; that Messrs. Phillips and Cruger be discharged, 
evidence appearing, from several persons of credit now out 
of Boston, that they have acted a friendly part, in several in- 
stances, to the great cause of liberty, and nothing appearing 
against them but only the Admiral's pass, without which, 
it is supposed, they could not go out of Boston with their 
vessels ; and that Jonathan Carleton, mentioned also in 
said Memorial, and any others in the hands of our friends 
in said County of Lincoln, be discharged, if the Selectmen 
and Committees of Correspondence in those parts may 
judge it fit and proper, and consistent with the publick 
safety, otherwise to be kept in custody till further orders. 
"Joseph Palmer, Chairman. 
"Samuel Adams, Secretary." 

In Council, August 15, 1775: Read and sent down. 

In the House of Representatives, August 18, 1775: 
Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That a grant be made to the Hon. John Han- 
cock, Esq., of one hundred Pounds, for his expenses, &tc, 
to and at Philadelphia, for which he is to be accountable 
to this Court; and Dr. Whiting ordered to bring in a Re- 
solve for that purpose. 

The Committee appointed to consider whether the Non- 
commissioned Officers and Private Soldiers stationed on the 
Sea-Coast should have a month's advance pay, reported. 
The Report was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony to the several Muster-Masters appoint- 
ed by the late Congress to muster the Companies raised for 
the defence of the Sea-Coasts, the several sums sufficient 
to pay the Officers and Soldiers stationed in their respective 
Counties one month's Wages, and their Billeting from the 
day of their enlistment until they were stationed by the 
Committees appointed for that purpose, as soon as 8 new 
emission of Bills shall be issued ; and that they pay the 
same to said Officers and Soldiers, taking their receipts 
therefor, and that they make return of, and be accountable 
to this Court for the same. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Doctor Whiting reported a Resolve relative to a Grant 
to the Hon. John Hancock, Esq. Read and accepted. 
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Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony to the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., the 
sum of one hundred Pounds, for the purpose of defraying 
his expenses as a Member of the Continental Congress ; 
lie giving his receipt for the same, and to be accountable to 
this Court therefor. 

In Council, August 17, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition from 
the Selectmen of the Town of Salem, reported as follows, 
viz: 

On the within Petition, Resolved, That the same be sent 
to the honourable Board, with the desire of this House 
that the prayer of the Petition be forthwith granted. 

Read and accepted, and sent up for concurrence. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition from 
the Town of Salem* reported. Read and accepted, viz: 

On a Petition from the Town of Salem, complaining of 
many illiberal reflections being cast by some individuals, 
respecting the conduct of said Town in the present dis- 
pute between Great Britain and the Colonies: 

Resolved, That notwithstanding many ungenerous asper- 
sions have been cast on said Town, there is nothing appears 
to this Court in the conduct thereof inimical to the liber- 
ties and privileges of America; but on the contrary, in many 
instances, its exertions have been such as have done its in- 
habitants much honour, and been of great advantage to the 
Colony. 

In Council, August 23, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

"To the Honourable the General Court of Massachusetts-Bay : 
The Town of Salem humbly shewcth, that many calumnies and mis- 
representations having been made and industriously propagated, con- 
cerning the conduct of the Town upon and since the 19th of April last, 
in consequence of which its character has been greatly injured, and 
some of its inhabitants insulted and abused, the Town thinks it a 
point of duty to take effectual steps to vindicate its innocence, and 
procure a redress of thp&e grievances which are too many and too heavy 
any longer silently to be endured, and therefore beg leave to give the 
following detail of facts :. On the 19th of April, very soon after authen- 
tic intelligence arrived of the barbarous deeds of the King's Troops 
at Lexington, the inhabitants mustered in arms, and near three hun- 
dred marched off, and directed their course according to the intelli- 
gence they were continually receiving on the road of the situation of 
the Troops; but though they marched with as much despatch as was 
possible, consistent with their being fit for action after so long a march 
as they must necessarily make, yet they arrived in sight of the Troops 
not till the last of them were marching up Bunker's Hill. Why the 
inhabitants, of Salem should be so highly censured for their conduct on 
this occasion, the Town cannot conceive. Thousands of men, nearer, 
much neare r the Bcene of action, either 'staid at home, or arrived no 
sooner t han the Salem Militia ; from Milton, and its environs in parti, 
cular, the Militia got as far as Cambridge only, at the same time that 
the Salem Militia arrived at Charlestown ; yet, by a strange and unac- 
countable partiality, the inhabitants of Salem only are reproached, and 



The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Lydia Paddock* reported. Read, and accepted. 

Ordered, That the Petitioner notify the Committee of 
Inspection of the Town of Middleborovgh, by serving Ca- 
leb Thompson, one of said Committee, with an attested 
copy of this Petition and Order, to show cause, if any they 
have, on Tuesday, the 22d instant, if this Court be then 
sitting, if not, on the first Wednesday of the next meeting 
of the same, why the prayer of this Petition should not 
be granted. 

In Council, August 18, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the form of an Oath necessary to be taken by 
the Officers, civil and military, who may be appointed by 
the honourable Board. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition from 
Gouldsborough, reported. 

Mr. Jewet and Captain Partridge were joined to the 
Committee appointed to make up the Pay-Roll, in the 
room of Major Fuller and Mr. Dix, absent. 

Then the House adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, August 18, 1775. 
The Town of Newbury returned Mr. Samuel Moody, to 
serve as a Representative, in the room of the Hon. Joseph 
Gerrish, Esq., elected to the Board. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 

ined ; they declared that they supplied only the inhabitants of Boston ; 
and from the testimony of some Boston people, and the certificates 
Badger brought from thence, the Committee judged they told the 
truth. Nevertheless, to prevent the possibility of misapplication of 
such provisions, the Committee ordered that no more should be carried 
to Boston; and effectually to guard against the unfaithfulness of any 
whom inclination or the hope of gain might prompt to transgress, the 
Committee further ordered the pass should be taken from every boat 
and vessel as soon as it arrived niSaltm, and not delivered, on their de- 
parture, till they had been thoroughly searched, and it was found that 
they had no provisions on board, except what were, barely necessary for 
the use of the boatmen or crews in their passages backward and forward ; 
and a Sub-Committee wero appointed weekly to see that these orders 
were punctually complied with. Some complaint has been made be- 
cause the Cuslom-House boat has been suffered to pass, now and then, 
to and from Boston; but for the particulars relative to this matter, the 
Town begs leave to refer the honourable Court to Mr. Derby, who is a. 
member of the Committee of Safety ; the Committee apprehended no evil 
could arise from it, and considering the occasion, judged it right that 
the boat should be permitted to pass. This, may it please the hon- 
ourable Court, is a brief, though faithful narrative of facts ; hence it 
may be judged how injuriously the Town of Salem has been treated. 
The Town cannot forbear to express its astonishment what could occa- 
sion the reproach so liberally thrown upon us. What motives could 
be imagined sufficient to tempt us to neglect the dutv We "Owe to our- 



the multitudes near at hand, who never stirred an" inch, or, though they se lves, our posterity, and our Country ? What proofs have we given 
lived but aOiaif the distance, arrived as late as the Salem Militia, are °* >--'-»- -i-_i i i> 



entirely excused. In short, it is most absurdly declared by many, that 
if the Salem Militia had not been negligent and pusillanimous, the 
King's Troops must have been entirely cut off; that is, fewer than 
three hundred men could have done infinitely more, in one or two 
hours, than the whole body of Militia assembled had been able to per- 
form that day. Very soon aftor the battle at Lexington, (and at a time 
when considerable quantities of fresh meat were carried into Boston 
over the Neck and Charlestown Ferry,) in consequence of a letter from 
Captain Bishop, of the Lively, Man-of-War, then stationed off our 
port, his people were allowed to purchase one-quarter of beef for the 
ship's use, and afterwards a few loose pieces of beef, in the whole less 
tharr one quarter ; afterwards, at three or four different times, they 
were" permitted to purchase one or two quarters of veal each time, for 
the use of the cabin. About two months ago, Captain Dawson, in a 
very obliging manner, requested the Committee of Safety to suffer to 
bs procured, for his own use, a little fresh meat. The Committee 
allowed him two quarters of veal, and no more. These trifles are all 
the provisions suffered to be taken by the Committee from Salem, for 
theiise of men employed in the King's service, and about which some 
people have made such a clamour, as though the King's Troops had 
from Salem a constant supply of fresh meat. There was, indeed, a 
quantity of old Quebeck bread stored at Salem so long ago as in July, 
1774, ine property of Mr. Brymer, of [Boston, and which was offered for 
the nse of our Army, but it was so bad that it was rejected ; so Mr. 
Brymer desired leave to take it away, which was granted : this was at 
the time when persons had liberty, by a resolve of Congress, to retire 
to Boston with their effects. During the time that boats weTe continu- 
ally passrnj to and from Boston, to bring out the distressed inhabitants, 
the CQmmittee_permitted a few things to be sent thither ; but they are 
too trifling to be mentioned : a pot of about ten or twelve pounds 
of butter to Doctor ©tor; about half as much to the wife of one of 
the Selectmen ; and, perhaps, a few pounds of meat to some others, 
sent by some Boston gentlemen, at. the earnest importunity of their 
suffering friends. During the same period, the Committee were in- 
formed that one boat, under the direction of one Badger, formerly an 
auctioneer in Boston, had more than once carried beef and real ; and 
it was suggested, that the Troops were thereby supplied. The Com. 
mittee immediately ordered the boat should be stopped on her next 
arrival ; and, as she sometimes arrived in the night, directed the Town 
Watchmen, in that case, to detain the people. This was done, and 
Badger and his partner were brought before the Committee and exam- 
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our insensibility, that we should neither dread the curses of slavery 
nor feel the blessings of liberty ? What could we have' done more 
than we have done to secure the latter to ourselves and alf pur dearest 
connexions ? When the balance of publick affairs being most doubt- 
ful ; when neither money nor the means of payment were provided, 
and the sentiments of the Continent were unknown, then Salem fur- 
nished every needful supply in its power aB soon as the Army's wants 
were known ; how readily and to how great amount the Committee of 
Supplies and the Treasurer can inform. We have continued thegijup- 
plies, and the Town is drained. What more remains for us to do ? Such, 
may it please the honourable Court, having been our conduct, as the 
Town has been publickly injured and defamed, we may justly pray 
for a publick vindication by the honourable Court ; without which' 
our wrongs will be continued, and probably increased. 

A true copy : Timothy Pickering, Jun., Town Clerk. 

In a legal and full Town-meeting at Salem, the 10th August,~1775, 
The foregoing Petition having been repeatedly read and deliberately 
considered, Voted, (without one negative voice,) That the Town ap- 
prove of the same, and that the Town Clerk deliver an attested copy 
thereof to the Representatives of the Town, to be presented to the 
General Court. Attested : 

Timothy Pickering, Jun., Town Clerk. 
"To the Honourable the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Massachusetts-Bay, in New.Engi.and : 

Most humbly sheweth Lydia Paddock, wife of Thomas Paddock, of 
Middleborough, in behalf of her husband aforesaid, that he, the said 
Thomas, fitted out a vessel for the West-Indies, laden with Lumber, 
and had a clearance for the same, and the consent of the Committee 
for the voyage ; but by some evil-minded pereon the vessel was stopped 
proceeding on her voyage, and the said Thomas is confined to his farm, 
as your petitioner supposeth, under an apprehension of being unfriendly 
to his Country : but no evidence is produced by which he has justly 
forfeited the esteem and favour of his countrymen. His vessel and 
cargo are spoiling, himself and family suffering, and he totally igno- 
rant of any thing he has done contrary to the safety of his Country, 
or the advice of the Continental or Provincial Congresses. Therefore 
your petitioner most humbly prays the interposition of this honourable 
Court, and that your petitioner's husband may proceed on said .voyage 
with said vessel and cargo, having no other design but to benefit him- 
self and his Country. And your petitioner, as in duty bound," shall 
ever pray. 

August 15, 1775. Lydia Paddock. 
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what Oaths are proper and necessary to be administered to 
the Civil Officers to be appointed by the honourable Board, 
brought down. 

In Council, August 17, 1775: Passed. 

Read and accepted, and Ordered, That Major Hawley, 
Colonel Gushing, and Colonel Ome, with such as the hon- 
ourable Board shall join, be a Committee to bring in a Bill 
agreeable to the above Report. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Indian 

Chief of the Tribe of St. Francois, reported as follows, 

viz: 

"In Council, August 17, 1775. 

" The Committee of both Houses appointed to confer with 
the Indian Chief of the Tribe of St. Francois, in Canada, 
now tn this Town, have attended that service, and beg leave 
to lay before the honourable Court the following account of 
the conference they held with him, and humbly report, as 
their opinion, that it is advisable that the four Indians who 
came down with him should remain at Cambridge, under 
the direction of his Excellency General Washington; and 
that the said Chief, with his Interpreter, should return with 
one of our Stockbridge Indians, by way of Ticonderoga, 
to wait upon General Schuyler, where he will have an op- 
portunity of making the tender of his services to him, for 
which we have no immediate occasion ; and that a letter 
be sent by the said Interpreter to General Schuyler, inform- 
ing him hereof. „ w SeveR; per ordef „ 

Read and concurred, and Mr. Hopkins and Dr. Baylis, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to report a Letter to General Schuyler, as above. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Questions asked the Indians of the St. Francois Tribe. 

Q. What occasioned your coming this way ? 
A. Being informed you were in a state of war with 
Great Britain, I came to offer you our assistance, if wanted. 

Q. Has the Governour of Canada proposed to you to 
take up the hatchet against the English 1 
A. Yes ; frequently. 

Q. Has the Governour sent any agents among you for 
that purpose? 

A. Yes ; two persons, who offered us presents. Only 
four or five of our young men went to Quebcck, and took 
blankets, 

Q. Why did you refuse to comply with the proposals of 
Governour Carlcton 1 

A. As our ancestors gave this country to you, we would 
not have you destroyed by England, but are ready to af- 
ford you our assistance. 

iQ. If Governour Carlcton should know you offered us 
your assistance, are you not afraid he would destroy you ? 

A. We are not afraid of it. He has threatened us ; but 
if he attacks us, we have arms to defend ourselves. 

Q. Would your Tribe in general be disposed to assist us ? 

A. We some time ago made peace with General John- 
son, and buried the hatchet, but are now in general ready 
to take it up again in your behalf. 

Q. Do you know whether any of the Tribes near you 
are disposed to afford us assistance, if wanted ? 

A, There are five Tribes that are of one heart, and 
ready to assist you. 

Q. How many men are there in the five Tribes fit to 
beat arms? 

A. About two thousand young men ; and more, if 
wanted. 

O. When was you at Montreal? 

A. This Spring. 

Q. Had any number of your and the other Tribes a 
meeting with Governour Carletonl 

A. Some from the St. Francois, and five other Tribes. 

Q. Where did you meet the Governour? 

A. We had two meetings ; one at Montreal, the other 
at Quebeck. 

Q. Do you know of any meeting of your Tribes with 
French Officers at Oso ? 

A. There was a meeting, but they took nothing. 

O. Do you know whether any Tribe has agreed to take 
arms against us? 

A . All the Tribes have agreed to afford you assistance, 
if wanted. 



Q. Do you know the disposition of the Tribes far West 
and Northwest? 

A. I don't know ; they are far off. 

Q. Have any Tribes joined General Johnson 1 

A. No. 

0. Are your Tribe in alliance with the Indians 1 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have you a French Priest in your Tribe ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Has he given you any advice with regard to this 
dispute ? . 

A. Our Priest is no Warriour, and does not concern 
himself about it. 

Q. What is the disposition of the Canadians as to tak- 
ing arms ? 

A. They are afraid, and are not disposed to tal<e arms. 

Q. How do you like the military appearances near 
Boston 7 

A. Very well. 

Q. Would it be as agreeable to join General Schuyler 
at Crown Point as the Army at Cambridge 1 

A. Yes. 

Q. Should General Schuyler proceed into Canada, to 
take Montreal and Quebeck, would you assist him ? 

A. Yes, heartily. 

Ordered, That the Indian Chief from St. Francois 
have a good Blanket presented him, and that Colonel Otis, 
Captain Batchelder, and Mr. Hopkins, be a Committee to 
procure and present the same, and lay their accounts before 
this House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins and Dr. Baylis, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be directed to write a 
Letter to General Schuyler, at Ticonderoga, in behalf of 
the Indian Chief from St. Francois. 

The Report on the Memorial from the Regiment of Mi- 
litia., in the County of Lincoln, brought down yesterday 
from the honourable Board. . Read and concurred. 

The Resolve of Council, appointing a Committee to re- 
ceive Donations for the Poor oi Boston, brought down, viz : 

"In Council, August 16, 1775. 

" Whereas this Board have received information that 
considerable sums of Money and quantities of Provisions 
have been already collected in all the United Colonies, at 
Great Biitain and elsewhere, for the benefit of the poor 
sufferers by means of the Boston Port Bill, and others, in 
the Town of Boston and the Colony of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, and that other collections are still making; and where- 
as the dispersion of the inhabitants of Boston and the Com- 
mittee appointed by that Town to receive donations render 
it impossible that this service should now be performed by 
them, 

" Besolved, That Samuel Adams, Joseph Palmer, and 
Moses Gill, Esquires, with such as the honourable House 
of Representatives of this Colony shall join, be a Commit- 
tee for the future to receive all such donations as may be 
sent by the humane and charitable in this or any other 
Colony, for the benefit of the sufferers aforesaid ; the said 
Committee to keep fair accounts of all they shall receive, 
and to be accountable to the General Court for the same." 

Read and concurred ; and Major Hawley, Coloire] Bar- 
rett, Mr. Durfcc, and Colonel Cutt, are joined to the 
Committee of the honourable Board, 

Resolved, That Abraham Fuller, Esq., Mr. Abraham 
Watson, and Mr. Jonathan Brown, be, and they are here- 
by empowered to receive such articles of Clothing as the 
Committee of Supplies shall have contracted for, and as 
they shall judge necessary to be purchased (brltheTorces 
raised by this Colony; and they are also directed to apply 
to the Council for a warrant on the Treasurer, for a suffi- 
cient sum to pay for said articles, and to deliver the same 
to the Captains in the respective Regiments, taking receipts 
therefor, agreeable to a Resolve of this Court,. 

In Council, August 18, 1775: Read and concurred, 
Caleb dishing, Esq., brought down from the honoura- 
ble Board the Report of the ; Committee to whom was 
recommitted the Report of the Committee appointed to 
consider what Oaths are proper and necessary to be taken 
by the Civil Officers to be appointed by the honourable 
Board. 

Read in Council ; non-concurred. 
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Ordered, That tie Committee sit again. 
Sent down for concurrence. Read and concurred. 
Caleb Cushing, Esq., brought down the Petition of Ben- 
jamin Foster and Jeremiah Obrian. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition from 
the Selectmen of Newburyport, reported. 
Ordered, That it be recommitted. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition and 
the Remonstrance of Benjamin Brown, &c.,* reported as 
follows : 

The Petition of Benjamin Brovm and others, Select- 
men and Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Lexing- 
ton, shows that Mary and Eleanor Pike are still supported 
by the Town of Lexington, as ordered by the General 
Court, and as will appear by the Journals of said Court 
for the year 1767. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the prayer of this Petition be so far 
granted, as that there be paid out of the publick Treasury 
the sum of eighteen Pounds, fourteen Shillings, and nine 
Pence, to Deacon Jonas Stone, for the use of the Select- 
men and Overseers of the Poor of the abovementioned 
Town, in full discharge of the above sum, from the 9th ot 
June, 1774, to the 9th of June, 1775. 

Read and accepted. 

In Council, August 18, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 
Ordered, That Mr. Turner, Mr. Brent, and Mr. Stick- 
n$y, be a Committee to confer with Mr. Greenleaf, with 
respect to the Poor of Boston who came over Winnisimit 
Ferry, and report what is proper to be done for their 
support. 

A Memorial of Ebenezer Marvin, setting forth his ser- 
vices at Ticonderoga, &c., and praying that the Committee 
appointed to consider the same might report, and make 
allowance for his time and expenses, Sic, was read, and 
committed to the Committee appointed to consider Colonel 
Arnold's Account. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne and Mr. Cushing, with 
such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee 
to consider what is proper to be done with the Letters and 
other. Papers of the late Governour Hutchinson, and how 
they shall be preserved. 

In Council, August 19, 1775: Read and concurred, 
and John Adams, Esq., is joined. 

John Whitcomb, Esq., brought down the Petition of Jo- 
siah Jones, a Prisoner in Concord Jail, setting forth, that 
" having been obnoxious to the jealousy of his fellow-coun- 
trymen," he was taken prisoner at Cape Porjms, and 
brought to the Provincial Congress, by whom he was sent 
to., the. Jail aforesaid, and praying this Court to take his 
case into consideration, &c., with the following order of 
Council thereon, viz : 

" In Council, August 15, 1775. 

"Resolved, That Samuel Adams, Thomas Cushing, 
Benjamin Lincoln, and Moses Gill, Esquires, with such 
as the honourable House shall joi'n, be a Committee to take 
this Petition into consideration, and report." 

A Bill for making and emitting Bills of Publick Credit. 
Read the third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

♦Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, August 14, 1775. 
To the Honourable Council and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and now sitting at Watertown : 

The Petition and Remonstrance of Benjamin Brown, Jonathan Har. 
rington, Thomas Parker, Joshua Reed, and Thaddeus Parker, Select. 
men and Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Lexington, humbly 
shows: That on the 9th of June, A. D, 1 767, Mary and Eleanor Pike, part 
of the family of Samuel Pike, -were to be supported at the publick ex- 
pensB.njwill appear by the Journal of the General Court on said day ; 
and provision was thereon ordered to be ;made for said Pikes, by the 
Overseers of thePoor of the Town of Lexington, which has been done 
accordingly, and their accounts have been allowed ever since, to the 
9th of June, 1774. The Petitioners desire that the following account 
may be allowed, which is the charge for supporting said Pikes from 
the 9th of June, 1774, tqfllh June, 1775. As in duty bound shall ever 
pray, &c. 

To 52 weeks' Board, at 6s. Bd. per week, £17 6s. &d. ; to sundries 
in Clothing for said Pikes, IGs.Sd. ; to one pair of Shoes, 5s. Ad. ; to 
a new .Shift, 6s. ; to removing said Pikes from one place to another, 
6s. M. ; total, £15 Is. 5<f. „ _ 

Benjamin Brown, 

In the namcand by the order of the Selectmen 
and Overseers of the Poor. 
Deduct the last charge from the above account. 



And Mr. Gardner, Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Wood, Mr. Dix, 
and Major Goodwin, were appointed to carry the same to 
the honourable Board. 

Ordered, That Colonel Cushing, Colonel Thompson, 
and Major Brooks, be a Committee to consider the Peti- 
tion of Benjamin Foster and Jeremiah Obrian, and re- 
port. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Edward Emerson* reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That Major Edward Emerson be allowed and 
paid out of the publick Treasury, seven Pounds, four Shil- 
lings, in full discharge for the services within specified. 

In Council, August 18, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hobart, Colonel Grout, and Colonel 
Dwight, with such as the honourable Board shall join, be 
a Committee to consider the Petition of Samuel White, 
and other Selectmen of the Town of 'Watertown. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Jonathan Titcomb and others, Selectmen of Newbury- 
port, f reported. Read and concurred. 

Resolved, That Captain Jonathan Greenleaf be paid, 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, the sum of 
fifty-two Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and four Pence, in full 
for six half-barrels of Powder, lent the Colony, and for 
carting the same to Head-Quarters; and, also, that the 
Town of Newburyport be not precluded from calling upon 
the Colony for four other half-barrels abovementioned, if 
the necessity of their case may require it, they paying the 
Colony the money already received therefor. 

Li Council, August 19, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to consider the request of 
Joseph and William Greenleaf, relative to the Poor of 
Boston now moving over to Chelsea, reported. Read and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid, out of the Treasury of 
this Colony, the sum of thirty Pounds, to Messrs. Joseph 
and William Greenleaf, and Dr. Roberts, a Committee 
appointed to take care of said Poor as they move out; they 
to improve said money for said purpose, and to be account- 
able to this Court for the same. 

In Council, August 18, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Thomas Rice% and others, setting forth the distressed state 

* To the Honourable Great and General Court assembled at Water. 
town on the 19th of July, A. D. 1775 : 

The Petition of Edward Emerson humbly sheweth : That whereas 
your Memorialist was appointed, by Colonel James Cargill and the 
officers of his Regiment, in the County of Lincoln, to convey to this 
honourable Court Messrs. Peleg Crooker and Nathaniel Phillips, sup. 
posed being guilty of violating the law of Congress, to which they have 
been heard before said honourable Court, your Petitioner humbly prays 
that the honourable Court wbuld' allow your Petitioner, for himself, 
one man, and two horses, time and expenses, from Booth-Bay to Wa- 
tertown, and from Watertown to said Booth-Bay, which is about four 
hundred miles, out and home, and have been on the journey and here 
ten days. That your honourable Court would take the same into your 
wise consideration, and discharge your Petitioner as soon as your wis. 
dom will admit. And as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Watertown, August 16, 1775. Edward Emerson. 

iTke Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay to the Town of Newbury- 
1775. "port, Dr. 

Aug. To 6 half-barrels of Powder, at £16 13s. Ad £50 

To 4 do. supplied the Town otYork, by order from 

the Committee of Supplies 33 6 8 

To John Little, for carting the above Powder lent the 
Colony, and going to other Towns for do. 2 13 4 

Supra Cr. £86 ITT) 

By Cash received of the Town of York 17 12 

Errors excepted. ~£88 g~ 

Jonathan Titcomb, } „ , . 
Newburyport, ) Abiel Greenleaf, i ^etmen of 

August A, 1775. I Richard Sm.tii, ^ewburyport. 

XTo the Honourable Council and House of Representatives for the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, assembled at Watertqtvn : 
Humbly sheweth the Representatives in some of the Towns in the 
County of Lincoln, in behalf of said County, that the unhappy dis- 
pute between England and the United Colonies in America, whereby 
the exportation of lumber has ceased, arid the providence" of God in a 
great measure cutting off our hopes from the English harvest by drought 
and mildew, have at present rendered bread extremely scarce amongst 
us, and unless supplied from abroad we must be soon wholly destitute 
of it ; and that such is the. laudable jealousy and zeal of the people in 
said County for the cause of liberty, that no vessel is permitted to sail 
with lumber for .pom to any" port without license first obtained fmrn 
the General Court, the expense and delay of which would, in almost 
all cases, wholly hinder the voyage : Wherefore, youT petitioners hum. 
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of the Inhabitants at the Eastward, reported. Read and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That the Selectmen and Committees of Cor- 
respondence of the Towns in the County of Lincoln be 
empowered to grant Permits to such masters of vessels as 
live within their respective Towns and Districts, who are 
known to be friendly to the liberties of America, to sail 
to any of the Southern Colonies on this Continent, and no 
where else, with Lumber, to procure Provisions, without 
molestation from the Inhabitants of said County, till the 
further order of this Court. 

In Council, August 18, 1775: Read and concurred. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down a Letter from Joseph 
Reed, Esq., Secretary to General Washington, relative to 
one William Minns, late Keeper of the Light-house. 

The following Accounts were committed to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, viz : 

William Stickney, Esq., for going after Powder. 

Col. Jonathan Grout's, for procuring Shirts, Breeches, 
&c. 

Dr. William Whiting's, for his time and expenses on a 
journey to New-York and Philadelphia. 

Daniel Perry's, for procuring Spears. 

The Committee on Colonel Arnold's Account reported 
the, following Resolve, viz : 

That there be allowed out of the publick Treasury, to 
Doctor Ebenezer Marvin, one hundred and ninety-eight 
Pounds, eight Shillings, and six Pence, in full for Captain 
Ezra Buetts Muster-Roll, he giving security to the Trea- 
surer to pay the several men their several wages, as men- 
tioned in the Roll exhibited, deducting four days from each 
Officer and private Soldier's pay. 

Joseph Gerrish, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the Petition of William Nichols, requesting 
liberty to carry a quantity of Cord Wood (o Nantucket, to 
enable him to carry on his Clothier's business. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Sawyer, Deacon Nich- 
ols, and Colonel Cutis. 

Ordered, That Captain Partridge, Colonel Cushing, 
and Colonel Sawyer, be a Committee to examine the Re- 
solves of Congress and Order of this House, with respect 
to furnishing this Colony with Fire- Arms and other Accou- 
trements, and report to this House accordingly. 

On the Petition of Dr. Ebenezer Marvin * 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, unto the within-named 

bly pray your Honours that the Committees of Correspondence in the 
several Towns and Plantations in said County may be authorize<rto 
grant permits to such masters of vessels as live within their respective 
Districts, and are known to be friendly to the cause of liberty, and are 
willing to risk their lives and interest, to sail to any of the Southern 
Colonies with lumber to procure provisions without molestation from 
any person amongst us ; or otherwise relieve said inhabitants as your 
Honours in your wisdom shall think proper. And your Petitioners, as 
in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Thomas Bice, William Jokes, 

Dmimer Sewall, Benj. Woodbkidge, 
August 15, 1775. William Howard, Moses Davis. 

* To the Honourable Council and House of Representatives, now sitting 
in Wateutown, in the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay": 
Your Memorialist humbly sheweth : That on the twelfth day of May 
last he was employed by Colonel Benedict Arnold, at the Posts of Ti- 
conderoga aijd Crown Point; on the 20th May received orders__froin 
the said Colonel .ArnoM to Proceed to the City of Albany with the Pri. 
soners that were taken at St. John's, and to purchase such. necessaries 
as could not be avoided, for the use of said Regiment ; being at Still, 
water on the 24th, 25th, and 27th days of May, when the greatest part 
of the recruited number of Captain Buell's Company were enlisted, and 
receiving intelligence by Colonel Arnold's letter of the adylce the said 
Colonel Arnold had received from St. John's, notifying that the King's 
Troops there were preparing to come and retake the said Posts of Crown 
Point and Ticonderoga, wherein the said Colonel Arnold begged the 
utmost exertions of the inhabitants to- come to his assistance in secur- 
ing and keeping said Posts of Crown Point and Ticonderoga, your 
Memorialist L made use of his influence, as fir at it would extend, to 
encourage the young men of his neighbourhood and acquaintance to 
enlist in said Buell's Company, and did advance considerable sums of 
money as advance pay to the said Company, to cncour.ige them to 
enter the then very necessary service, without which s.iiJ Compiny 
could not have been raised, and did further advance consi lerablo sums 
of money to the said Company, for their necessary support in service, 
which by receipts from under their hands will appear, which money 
was to be repaid out of their wages; he therefore has tiiken order to 
receive., the money on said pay-roll, and did, by a petition and an ac- 
count, lay the same beforo this House, together with his own account, 
and has waited on this honourable Court those tweply djys for a set la- 
ment of thejame. Your Memorialist, therefore, hnnihly and earo'Mly 
requests of this Court that they direct the Committee tharpon appointed 



Marvin, the sum of four Pounds, ten Shillings, for his ser- 
vices as mentioned in his Petition. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

The House then adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Saturday, August 19, 1775. 

Thomas Cogswell's Account read, and committed to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Col. Benedict Arnold, 
the sum of one hundred and ninety -five Pounds, thirteen 
Shillings, and nine Pence, in full for the allowance of his 
whole Account,* after the above deductions are made. 
Aud if Colonel Arnold sha\\„ hereafter produce a receipt 
from Colonel Easton, of the delivery of said Oxen, Cows, 
and Horses, fcc, he Is to be allowed for the same. 

In Council, August 19, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That QohneXLovell be directed to bring in 
a Resolve appointing some persons to take care of the 
Boats at Weymouth. 

Ordered, That Mr. Rice and Mr. Jewet be on the 
Committee to sign the Colony Notes, in the room of Dea- 
con Rawson and Mr. Phillips. 

The Resolve on the Petition from Narraguagus and 
three other Eastern Towns, brought down by Charles 
Chauncy, Esq., as taken into a new draught. Read and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That one Company, of fifty men, including 
Officers, be raised and stationed in the Towns of Goulds- 
borough, Narraguagus, Number-Four, and Pleasant- 
River, and to be on the same establishment as those already 
raised in the County of Lincoln, to the eastward of St. 
George's, and that they be supplied with one hundred 
pounds of Powder, five hundred Flints, and Ball equiva- 
lent ; and that the Powder, Ball and Flints be transport- 
ed to Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland, at the 
expense of this Colony ; and that the aboyementioried 
articles be delivered to Captain Alexander Campbell, for 
the use of the said Company when raised, Captain Camp- 
bell, together with the other Petitioners, to be accountable 
to this Court for the same.. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

The Petition of Samuel Scot, and other Inhabitants of 
Machias, read, and 

Ordered, That Colonel Otis be directed Jg bring in a 

to bring before this Court their report on said pay-roll ; and that said 
Committee be directed to consider the extraordinary time and expense 
alroady incurred, and make such allowances therefor as this honour, 
ablo Court shall think proper. : And your Memorialist, as Iff duty 
bound, shall ever pray. Ebenezer Marvin. 

* The Colony of the Massachusetts. Bay to Benedict Arnold, Dr. 

To the foot of his account exhibited and signed £1,016 13 3£ 

To credit in said account for sundry orders, which arc 
not to be paid, viz : — -_ 

Order in favour of Mart) in..., — ......... 15 14 9J 

Order in favour of ditto....... 22 10 

Order in favour of Graham..... r ., -,._^ 5^0 0_ 

Contra Cr. ■ » - — 1 

By the credit of his account..., ............ £359 6 9J 

By Oxen, Cows, &c, left at Crown Point, and not 

delivered pursuant to order.. ...... .„...„ 44 13 

By sundries wrong charged in his account, viz : 

P.iid Samuel Herfick, , 1 12 10 

Paid Wm. Saturby..,.,., ,.......,.., .8 13 6 

For omission in billeting Sloan's Men 3 6 6 

By Captain Lee's expenses for Horse hire _1 2 6 

Expenses to Cambridge...... ,,, , „.■... 7 5 7 

By Ezra Buell's Roll 214 14 

By Medicine, supplied by Dr. Marvin _. 15 11 9J 

By Dr. Marvin's Wages 22 10 

By Graham's Wages as Surgeon's Mate 5 

By Dr. Marvin's Bill of F.xpensrs 7 16 10 

By sixty-four Blankets chiirged for the men in Cap- 
tain Herrick's Company which the Committee think 
ought not to be allowed in thrs account, as Captain 
Herrick has already received by his Pay.Roll more 

than he ought to have done... .... ,...,.. 38 8 

By six Horses, Saddles, &c, not delivered pursuant to 

order 107 4 3 

By Overcharge in his own Wages, one month fifteen 

days ,., 23 8J 

By Commissions charged in hip account 10 Q 

~£hS-i 9 4J 
Balance .;.;..... 195 13 9 



£1,060 "3 H 
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Resolve to notify the adverse party of the prayer of said 
Petition. 

The Petition of Joseph Palmer, read, and referred over 
to the next session. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee respecting the Oaths proper and necessary 
to be taken by the several Officers of this Colony. 

Read and concurred, and Ordered, That Major Hawley, 
Mr. Cushing, and Colonel Dwigkt, with such as the hon- 
ourable Board shall join, be a Committee to bring in a 
Bill accordingly. 

A Memorial of Enoch Freeman, Esq., setting forth that 
the Selectmen of Falmouth had supplied the Soldiers sta- 
tioned there with a quantity of Powder, Ball and Flints, 
and praying that the same may be replaced or paid for: 
also praying for three or four barrels of Powder, by way of 
loan or otherwise, for the defence of said Town, was read, 
and committed to Major Cross, Deacon Nicholls, and Colo- 
nel Cutt. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down a Bill for ratifying the 
Resolves of the several Provincial Congresses, Read a 
first and second time, and ordered to lie till Monday 
morning. 



The Advertisement, directing all persons possessed of any 
duplicates or Receipts given l>y Henry Gardner, Esq., for 
any publick Moneys paid him, which was read the tenth 
instant, was again read, and accepted. 
Sent up for concurrence. 

A Petition of Thomas Goldthwait and others, late of 
the Garrison at Fort Pownall, praying for pay for their ser- 
vices, was read, and committed to Colonel Lovell, Colonel 
Perry, and Deacon Rawson. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Resolves of 
the Continental Congress relative to manufacturing Salt- 
petre, was read, and recommitted to Major Hawley, Dr. 
Whiting, Captain Partridge, Mr. Cushing, and Captain 
Goodman. 

Joseph Reed, Esq's. Letter, brought down yesterday, 
relative to William Minns, was read, and thereupon, 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman and Colonel Otis, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to examine the said William Minns, and report 
what is proper to be done with him. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and they 
are hereby directed to deliver to Joseph Batchelder, Jun., 
two half-barrels of Powder, for the use of the Town of 
Beverly, it being to replace the two half-barrels lent the 
Colony the 18th June last. 

In Council, August 19, 1775 : Read and concurred. 
Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Advertisement 
for calling in the Receipts given by Henry Gardner, Esq. 
Passed in Council, with amendment, viz : 
"In Council, August 19, 1775: Read and concurred, 
with the amendment, viz : dele the words "without any 
fee or reward therefor." 
Sent down for concurrence. 

Read and non-concurred, and the House adhere to their 
own vote. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider what is proper to be done 
with Governour Hutchinson's Letters, viz : 

" In Council, August 19, 1775. 
" The Committee above-named report, that it is of great 
importance that the Letters and other papers of the late 
Governour Hutchinson be carefully preserved, as they 
contain documents for history of great moment, and that 
evidence in the handwriting of a man, whose nefarious 
intrigues and practices have occasioned the shedding of so 
much innocent blood, and brought such horrid calamities 
on his native Country, may be preserved for the full con- 
viction of the present and future generations; and there- 
fore that such of the Letters and papers aforesaid as are 
not now in the custody of the Honourable Samuel Vexter, 
Esq of Dedham, be delivered to him, and, together with 
those already under his care, faithfully kept by him, until 
the further order of this Court, and that such of them be 
published from time to time as he shall judge proper. 
Read and concurred. " •><>«* Adams, per order. 



The Report of the Committee appointed on the Petition 
of Messrs. Obrian and Foster, in behalf of the Inhabi- 
tants of Machias. Read, and ordered to lie on the table 
till the afternoon. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down from the Board 
the Resolve upon the Petition of the Selectmen of the 
Town of Watertown, respecting the removal of the Poor 
of the Town of Boston. 

Ordered, That Monday, ten o'clock, be assigned for the 
choice of a Committee to prepare an estimate of the charges 
which have arisen to this Colony in the defence of the 
common cause. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins, Colonel Orne, and Major 
Brooks, be a Committee to consider what provision shall 
be made for the Indian Chief of the Tribe of St. Francois, 
on his journey from this place to Ticonderoga. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
to know if they have passed upon the Bill for the emission 
of an Hundred Thousand Pounds; and if they have, to know 
whether they have concurred. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., came down and informed the 
House, that the honourable Board had not concurred in the 
Bill for the emission of One Hundred Thousand Pounds. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to bring down 
the said Bill to the House. 

The Bill was accordingly brought down, and read. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down from the Board 
their Resolve for appointing a Standing Committee of In- 
telligence, and also a Letter to General Schuyler, relative 
to one of the Chiefs of the St. Francois Indians. 

Upon a motion made by Major Fuller, requesting some 
instructions with regard to the articles of Clothing received 
in accordance to the Resolve of the 9th of July last, 

Ordered, That the whole cost necessarily arising upon 
said Clothing be put upon those articles. 

John ColviWs Account, recommitted to the Committee 
on Accounts. 

The Bill for an emission of One Hundred Thousand 
Pounds was read again the second time, and amended, and 
ordered to be read again on Monday morning, nine o'clock. 

Then the House adjourned till Monday morning, nine 
o'clock. 



Monday, August 21, 1775. 

An Account of the Selectmen of Newton, for thirty -three 
Shovels and thirteen Spades, delivered at the Ordnance 
Store, was read, and committed to the Committee on Ac- 
counts. 

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of Ben- 
jamin Foster and Jeremiah Obrian, of Machias.* Read 
and accepted. 

Whereas the Inhabitants of Machias have been at con- 
siderable expense in fixing two Armed Vessels for the de- 

*To the Honourable the Council and House of Representatives of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, assembled at Watebtown, the 
ISthday of July, A. D. 1775: 

The Petition of Benjamin Foster and Jeremiah Obrian, in behalf of 
the inhabitants of Machias, humbly sheweth : That whereas your Peti- 
tioners have been at great expense in fixing a Privateer for the defence 
of the place, and its situation is such that it may be easily blocked up 
by a small vessel and stop all communication. We entreat with submis- 
sion that there may be commissions for the officers, and some men sta- 
tioned on board of her, to be ready on any emergency, to take the 
Troops on board that are stationed there, when thought proper by our 
Committee: otherwise, we humbly conceive that if said Privateer 
should engage an Armed Vessel, and be taken, (which we are deter- 
mined by divine assistance never to be,) we shall be deemed and treat- 
ed as pirates. We would also inform your Honours that there is an 
estate belonging to Ichabod Jones, formerly of Boston, in the hands of 
Stephen Jones, of Machias. Your Petitioners humbly beg that your 
Honours would take it into consideration, and order said estate to be 
taken care of by the Committee of Safety at Machias, or some pTopeT 
person that your Honours shall point out ; and that the income of said 
estate may defray some of the charges that have arisen by reason of so id 
Jones being an enemy to his Country. We would inform your Hoi, ours 
that in taking the first tender, one of the men that was killed has left 
a poor helpless widow and six small children, entirely destitute of the 
necessaries of life ; and a number of wounded men have lost then- 
whole "summer by being wounded, and will stand m great need of some 
relief If your Honours, after consideration, would be pleased to give 
directions so that the profits of said Jones's estate may be applied for 
the benefit of those that have met with these misfortunes, your Poti. 
tioncrs, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. Benjamin Foster. 

' Jeremiah Obrian. 



347 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AUGUST, 1775. 



348 



fence oLthe Sea-Coasts, and are in continual danger of 
having their Harbour blocked up by the Tenders and 
Armed Vessels of our enemies : Therefore, Resolved, 
That proper Officers be commissioned to take the command 
of said Vessels, and that the Commanding Officer who shall 
be appointed be authorized to enlist a proper number of 
Seamen, not exceeding thirty, to navigate each of said Ves- 
sels ; and that said Officers and Seamen shall be under such 
pay of this Colony as shall be hereafter allowed. And 
that the Commanding Officer of said Vessels, from time to 
time, be directed to apply to the Committee of Safety of 
said Mackias, for Men to man said Vessels upon any 
emergency, from the Company which is to be stationed at 
said Machias, under the command of Captain Stephen 
Smith; and said Committee are empowered to order said 
Men accordingly, and when so ordered by the Committee 
of Safety, on board, they are to be under the command of 
the Commanding Officer of said Vessels. 

And vyliereas Ichabod Jones, late of Machias, a known 
enetrff to the rights and liberties of America, has fled, leav- 
ing at Machias a considerable estate, real and personal: It 
is therefore recommended to the Committee of Safety of 
that place to take effectual care of said estate, agreeable 
to the. resolves and recommendations of the late Provincial 
Congress. 

In Council, August 21, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Captain Goodman, and 
Mr. Hobart, be a Committee to revise the several Resolves 
of this Court relative to the instructions given to the Com- 
mittee appointed to receive in and deliver out those arti- 
cles of Clothing for the use of the Army, and to report what 
is proper further to be done thereon. 

Ordered, That the Messenger of the House inquire for 
Mr. Paul Revere, and desire his attendance at this House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Mr. Sawyer, and Mr. Qrecn- 
leaf, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve directing in- 
quiry to be made into a report that Jeremia h Pole and 
Robert Pagan have lately exported a quantity of Fish, con- 
trary to the Resolves of Congress, and in case they find it 
upon examination to be true, that they cause the said per- 
sons to be apprehended and sent to this Court. 

John Whitcomb, Esq., brought down the Resolve on 
the Petition of Messrs. Foster and Obrian, with the fol- 
lowing order of Council thereon, viz : 

In Council, August 21, 1775: Read, and the former 
part of this Resolve concurred, and the latter part is non- 
concurred. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Read and non-concurred ; the House not being able to 
determine with sufficient precision where the former part 
ends, or where the latter part begins. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
what was proper to be done with Governour Hutchinson's 
Letters. Read and accepted. 

The Bill for making and emitting Bills of Publick Credit. 
Read the third time, and passed to be engrossed. 

Sent up by Mr. Gardner, Colonel Orne, Captain Good- 
man, Colonel Divight, and Colonel Cushing. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve, direct- 
ing that inquiry should be made into a report that Jere- 
miah Pote and Robert Pagan had exported Fish contrary 
to the Resolves of Congress, reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas it has been represented to this House, that 
Jeremiah Pote and Robert Pagan, of Falmouth, in the 
County of Cumberland, have lately exported a quantity of 
Fish, contrary to the Resolves of Congress: therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Inspection of the 
Town of Falmouth, aforesaid, be directed to make strict 
inquiry into this matter; and if upon examination thereof 
they should find the persons aforesaid, or either of them, 
or any other person or persons in the Town of Falmouth, 
have been guilty of violating the Resolves of the Congress 
of this Colony, or the Resolves of the Continental Con- 
gress, that they cause the said person or persons, so found 
guilty, to be apprehended and sent to this Court, to answer 
for their conduct in this rnatter, on the first Thursday of 
the tktlI sitting of this Court. 

In Council, August 21, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 



Ordered, That three o'clock in the afternoon be as- 
signed for the choice of the Committee to prepare an esti- 
mate of the sums disbursed by this Colony, during the un- 
happy contest with Great Britain. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Roxbury, reported. The Report was read and accepted, 
and is as follows, viz : 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town of Roxbury, rela- 
tive to their Colony Tax the current year, beg leave to 
report facts as follows, viz : That said Town of Roxbury, 
by the Troops stationed there and by the enemy, have lost 
the income of one third part of their real and personal 
estate, as appears by their assessors. That the polls in 
said Town of Roxbury pay near one third part of their 
Colony Tax, by which it appears said Town of Roxbury 
ought to be abated two-ninths of their Colony Tax the 
present year. 

The Committee appointed to revise the Resolves of 
Court relative to the instructions given to the Committee 
appointed to receive and dispose of the Clothing for the 
use of the Army, reported. The Report was recommit- 
ted, to be drawn into a Resolve. 

Ordered, That the Committee who were to procure a 
Blanket for the Indian Chief of the St. Frangois Tribe, 
be directed to procure Blankets for the four others. 

Ordered, That Captain Batchelder be directed to re- 
port a Resolve for the granting those several Indians (the 
Chief included) forty Shillings each, as a month's ad- 
vanced pay. 

Ordered, That the Committee who were appointed to 
procure the Blankets be empowered to receive the Money, 
and to pay it to said Indians. 

Ordered, That the Account exhibited by Major Brooks, 
for procuring Spears, be recommitted; and that the Com- 
mittee be instructed to consider the services done. 

The Bill for confirming and establishing the Resolve of 
the several Provincial Congresses of this Colony. Read 
a second time, and ordered to be read again at four o'clock, 
P.M. 

Afternoon. 
Ordered, That Colonel Otis be on the Committee upon 
the Petition of Joshua Davis, in the room of Dr. Baylis. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Bill prescrib- 
ing the form of Oaths. - 

Captain Batchelder reported a Resolve for the paying 
the five Indians forty Shillings each, in the following man- 
ner, viz: 

.Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he here- 
by is directed to pay to Colonel Otis, Mr. Hopkins, and 
Captain Batchelder, ten Pounds, for the use and service of 
five Indians belonging to the St. Frangois Tribe, one of 
said Indians being a Chief of said Tribe ; the other four 
having entered into the Continental Army, are to receive 
eight Pounds of said sum, as one month's advance wages 
for each of them. 

Sent up for concurrence. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
desiring them to send down the Money Bill, if they have 
not passed upon it. 

Ordered, That Colonel Otis, Mr. Hopkins, and Cap- 
tain Batchelder, be a Committee to wait on his Excellency 
General Washington, and confer with him respecting the 
Indian Chief at St. Frangois, and acquaint him with the 
provision the House have made for him and four others of 
that Tribe. 

Whereas it is represented to this House that some of 
the Inhabitants of the Town of Eastham, and some of the 
Inhabitants of the Town of Chatham, and other Towns in 
the County of Barnstable, have in divers instances violated 
the Resolves of the Continental Congress and of the Con- 
gress of this Colony:;: '-- ■■■= -==---- 

■ Therefore, Resolved, That Colonel Nathaniel Freeman 
and Colonel Joseph Otis be desired to make^ inquiry into 
this matter ; and if upon examination they find that any per- 
son or persons in any of the Towns aforesaid have been 
guilty of violating any of the Reso.lves aforesaid, and have 
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acted or are acting in direct violation of the liberties of this 
Colony, that they cause such person or persons to be appre- 
hended and secured by those Forces that are appointed to 
guard the coasts thereabout, and that they be safely guarded 
and brought up to this Court, to answer for their conduct, 
on the first Tuesday after next sitting of this Court. 
In Council, August 22, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Bill for prescribing the form of an Oath to be taken 
by the Civil and Military Officers of this Colony, was read, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonel Porter, and Colonel 
Orne, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve expressive of 
the Commission of a Committee to be appointed by this 
House, to prepare and transmit to the Continental Con- 
gress an account of the sums disbursed by this Colony in 
the present contest with Great Britain. 

The Bill for making and emitting Bills of Publick Credit, 
read the second time, and recommitted for amendment. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bancroft be of the Committee, in 
the room of Colonel Lovell, on the Petition of Thomas 
Goldthwait. 

The Committee on the Petition of a number of the In- 
habitants of Machias reported. Read, and recommitted 
for amendment. 

The Bill for making and emitting Bills of Publick Credit, 
read a third time, amended, and passed to be engrossed. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Tuesday, August 22, 1775. 
Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
desiring them to send down the Resolve which passed this 
House yesterday, granting ten Pounds to the St. Frangois 
Indians ; and also the Advertisement for calling in the Re- 
ceipts or duplicatesof.the Receipts of the Receiver-Gene- 
ral, if they are not passed upon. 

The Report on the Petition of the Selectmen of Water- 
town, (entered August 18,) read and accepted. 

" In Council, August 19, 1775. 

"Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury to the Selectmen of the Town of Watertown the sum 
of twenty Pounds; and that said Selectmen are directed 
to procure Teams and other Carriages as may be needful 
for the removing the poor inhabitants of the Towns of 
Boston and Charlestown and their effects, to such Towns 
as have not received their proportion of said poor, ordered 
by the late Provincial Congress, upon the best lay they 
can, taking a receipt for all the moneys they so pay, and 
to be accountable to this Court for the money they receive ; 
conforming themselves as near as may be to the order of 
the Court, passed the 10th instant, and giving a certificate 
to the persons they shall send forward to any Town, and 
they to be paid a reasonable consideration for their trouble 
by this Court. „ Caleb CushinGj per or(]er „ 

Read and concurred. 

Ebenezer Thayer, Esq., was returned a Member from 
Braintree. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., came down and informed the House 
that the honourable Board had concurred with the Resolve 
relative to the grant to the St. Frangois Indians; and that 
they had non-concurred with the Resolve for not notifying 
those who have Receipts from the Receiver-General to re- 
turn them to the Secretary's Office. 

Ordered, That Colonel Cushing, Colonel Thayer, and 
Colonel Freeman, be a Committee to consider in what 
manner the Armed Vessels, established by a Resolve of this 
Court, shall be supplied with Provisions and Ammunition. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the 

Resolve for obliging the Collectors and others who have 
Receipts of Henry Gardner, Esquire, to lodge them or 
duplicates of them in the Secretary's Office. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve ex- 
pressive of the Commission of the Committee to be ap- 
pointed to prepare Accounts of the sums disbursed by this 
Colony, in the present contest with Great Britain, re- 
ported. The Report was recommitted for amendment. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Major Moody, and Major 



Goodwin, be a Committee to bring in a new Resolve, 
directing Collectors and others who are possessed of Re- 
ceipts of Henry Gardner, Esq., for any Moneys set on 
any Town or District, as part of the Province Tax, to lodge 
the same or duplicates thereof, in the Secretary's Office. 

A Bill to confirm or establish the Resolves of the seve- 
ral Provincial Congressess of this Colony. Read the third 
time, and passed to be engrossed. 
In the fifteenth year of George the Third, King, fyc. 

An Act to confirm and establish the Resolves of the seve- 
ral Provincial Congresses of this Colony. 

Whereas this oppressed Colony has, for many months 
past, been deprived of the free exercise of its usual powers 
of Government, which has necessarily occasioned the pub- 
lick business thereof to be conducted by Congresses ; and 
as many matters of the greatest importance for the recovery 
and preservation of that liberty which God, nature and 
compact have given to this People, have been resolved, 
done and transacted by Provincial Congresses, some of 
which have not yet had their full effect ; and whereas the 
legality of such Resolves, doings and transactions, may 
hereafter be called in question, and may occasion much 
litigation, unless confirmed and established in some known 
constitutional manner : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Council and House of 
Representatives of this Colony in General Court assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, That all and every 
of the Resolves, doings and transactions of the several 
Provincial Congresses of this Colony, from and after the 
fourth day of October, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-fob r, to the twentieth day of July, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five, be, and they hereby are 
confirmed and established as lawful and valid, to all intents, 
constructions and purposes whatsoever, as fully and effect- 
ually as if the same Resolves, doings and transactions had 
been done by any General Court or Assembly of this Co- 
lony. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That whenever any person or persons shall be sued or pro- 
secuted before any Superiour Court of Judicature, Court 
of Assize and General Jail Delivery, or before any Infe- 
riour Court of Common Pleas, or any Court of General 
Sessions of the Peace, or before any single Magistrate, for 
any thing done in obedience to, or in compliance with any 
of the Resolves, doings, recommendations or other pro- 
ceedings of said Congresses, such person or persons shall 
and may give this Act and the Record of the Resolves, 
doings and transactions of the several Provincial Congresses 
aforesaid in evidence under the general issue, and the same 
thus given in evidence shall avail, to all intents and pur- 
poses, as if the same were specially pleaded ; any law, 
usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Records of the Resolves, doings and transactions 
of the several Provincial Congresses aforesaid be imme- 
diately lodged and forever hereafter kept in the Secretary's 
Office of this Colony ; and that the Secretary shall copy 
and authenticate all such Records of said Resolves, doings 
and transactions as shall be demanded of him, to be used 
in any of the Courts aforesaid ; which copies so authenti- 
cated shall be received, in full evidence in said Courts of 
all such Resolves, doings and transactions. 

"In Council, August 23, 1775: This engrossed Bill 
having had two several readings, Resolved, That it pass 
to be enacted. „ Samuel AdamSj Scc , y „ 

A Petition of William Baker, praying a grant for his ser- 
vices as Messenger of this Court, was read, and committed 
to Col. Thompson, Deacon Rawson, and Capt. Goodman. 

On the Petition of Joshua Davis* representing that he 
has been and is employed in the service of this Govern- 
ment, in the boat service; and likewise has, by direction of 

*To the Honourable the Council and House of Representatives for the 
Colony of the Massachdsetts.Bay. The Petition of Joshua Davis 
humbly sheweth > 

That by desire of the late honourable Congress of the Colony, as 
also under the direction of the Council of War and the Committees of 
Safety and Supplies, your petitioner procured a number of Boat? for 
the service of the Colony, and has continued in the boat service until 
now, but has had no establishment, by reason of the unsettled state of 
tho Colony, and still continues in said service by desire of his Excel- 
lency General Washington. Your petitioner humbly prays your Hon 
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4he,.late„Proj'jncial Congress, employed Sylvanus Drew, 
as" a master Ijoat-builder, but that no establishment has as 
yet been made for him or the said Drew; therefore, 

Resolved, That Mr. Joshua Davis be, and hereby is 
entitled to the Pay of a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Army 
for the time that he has and shall continue in the service ; 
and likewise that Mr. Sylvanus Drew be entitled to the 
Pay of a Captain for the time that he has and shall con- 
tinue in the service as master boat-builder ; and that they, 
each of them, draw the same allowance as is provided for 
the Troops. 

In Council, August 22, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Petition of Edward Emerson, praying that he may 
be allowed to fix a Schooner, which he had taken from the 
enemy, for a Privateer, for the defence of the Sea-Coast 
in the eastern part of the Colony, Sic, was read, and com- 
mitted to C olonel Spaulding, Major Johnson, Mr. Cross, 
Colonel Thompson, and Mr. Crane. 

; The Resolve of the honourable Board appointing a 
Committee to transmit the transactions of the General 
Court to the Continental Congress, was read, and con- 
curred, as taken into a new Draught, viz: 

Resolved, That William Sever, Jedediah Foster, and 
Joseph Talmer, Esqs., together with such as the honour- 
able House shall join, be a Standing Committee for the 
purpose of transmitting, from time to time, to our Dele- 
gates at the honourable Continental Congress, all such 
transactions of the Great and General Court, together with 
all such other transactions and events as may affect the 
pubiiclt, and which may appear to said Committee proper 
and expedient that the said honourable Congress should be 
made acquainted with. 

• _Tbj .Resolve appointing a Committee to prepare ac- 
counts of the sums disbursed by this Colony in the present 
contest with Great Britain being amended, was accepted ; 
thereupon, 

Ordered, That three o'clock in the afternoon be assign- 
ed for the choice of three persons to be a Committee for 
the purpose aforesaid. 

■Ordered', That no Report of any Committee shall be 
received, unless there is sufficient room on the paper fairly 
to be authenticated by the several Branches. 

OrderecL That the Secretary be directed to lay the Re- 
solve makjng a grant to the five Indians of the Tribe of 
St. Francois on the table. 

The Secretary brought it down accordingly. 

The Resolve directing Constables to transmit duplicates 
of their Receipts for such Money as they have paid to 
Henry Gardner, Esq., to the Secretary. Read and ac- 
cepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, and Ordered, That all and every person and 
persons in this Colony possessed, in behalf of any Town 
or District, of any duplicate of Receipts given by Henry 
Gardner, Esq., since his first appointment by the Congress 
of this Colony to the office of Receiver-General for the 
same, testifying his receipt of any sum of money as the 
Province Tax, or part of the Province Tax, set on any 
Town or District, for any year now past, do, as soon as 
may be, transmit and lodge in the Office of the Secretary 
of the Colony, lately appointed by the Council, such 
duplicate whereof he is possessed as aforesaid ; and that 
every Constable or Collector, or other person, who may 
be possessed of any Receipt of any such moneys, whereof 
a duplicate was not given, is hereby directed and required 
to procure a copy of such Receipt to be made and to be 
examined by the Clerk of the Town where he resides, in 
this Colony, and certified by the same Town Clerk to be a 
true copy; and that the person so possessed of such single 
Receipts to transmit the said copy, with such certificate 
thereon, as soon as may be, to the Secretary's Office afore- 
said ; and that every such Town Clerk who may be ap- 
plied to to rnake such examination and certificate, is hereby 

ours to consider his case, and grant him so much pay as in your wisdom 
you shall think his service entitles him to. Your petitioner begs leave 
further to represent to your Honours, that by desire and under the 
direction_aforesaid, he employed a master boat-builder, Mr. Sylvanus 
Drew, who still continues with him in the service, and whom your peti- 
tioner begs leave to represent as a worthy, capable person, who has 
faithfully discharged his duty; and therefore begs you will grant him 
such pay as you shall think he deserves. And, as in duty bound, your 
petitioner shall ever pray. Joshua Davis, 



required to do the same without fee or reward therefor ; 
and the said Secretary is hereby ordered to keep all such 
duplicates and copies as may be transmitted to him in the 
most careful and safe manner, to be improved by this Co- 
lony in settling their Accounts with their said Receiver- 
General. This Resolve to be published in the Cambridge, 
Watertown, and Worcester Papers. 
In Council, August 22, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins be directed to bring in a 
Resolve for the purpose of drawing out of the Treasury 
ten Pounds for the five Indians, and that the Committee 
furnish them with Blankets as was proposed. 

Resolved, That no more Accounts be received in this 
House during the present session. • 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Mr. TJiayer, and Mr. 
Dix, be a Committee to receive and sort the votes for a 
Committee to prepare accounts of the sums disbursed by 
thi^Colony, in the present contest with Great Britain. 

Who having attended that service reported, that Mr, 
Elbridge Gerry, Colonel Porter, and Colonel Azor Orne, 
were chosen. Colonel Orne desired to be excused, and 
having offered his reasons, the question was put, and he 
was excused accordingly. Mr. Dix was appointed to give 
notice to Mr. Gerry and Colonel Porter of their choice 
as above. 

Tiie Committee appointed to consider what sum would be 
meet and proper to be ordered and paid out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony to the several gentlemen Delegates 
from this Colony to the honourable Continental Congress, 
to enable them to defray their charge and expense in their 
journey and attendance at the next sesskmofthe said Con- 
gress, have attended that service, and after conferring with 
fourof the said Delegates, and maturely weighing the mat- 
ter, ate of opinion, that it is proper that one hundred and 
thirty Pounds, lawful money, is a meet sum to be allowed 
to each of the said Delegates for the purpose aforesaid. 
Therefore the said Committee beg leave to report the fol- 
lowing form of a Resolve, as proper to be passed on the 
occasion, viz: 

Resolved, That as there has been already this session 
ordered and paid to the Hon, John Hancock, Esq., the 
sum of one hundred Pounds, for the purpose of defraying 
the charge of his travel and attendance at the next sitting 
of the honourable Continental Congress, there be ordered 
and paid to him, out of the publick Treasury, the further 
sum of thirty Pounds, for the purpose abovementioned ; 
and that the sum. of one hundred^ and thirty Pounds be 
ordered and paid out of the said Treasury to each of the 
other honourable Delegates to the said Congress for jh is 
Colony, to defray the charges of their travel and attend- 
ance at the next session of the saiq\ Congress] and each of 
the said gentlemen shall be accountable to this Court for 
the sum which they shall respectively receive. 

In Council, August 22, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

An engrossed Bill prescribing the form oT an Oath to be 
taken by the Civil and Military Officers oT this Colony. 
Read, and passed to be enacted. 

In the fifteenth year of the Reign of George the Third, 
King,&fc. 

An Act prescribing the form of an Oath to be taken by 
all Commission Officers, both civil and military, who 
have been commissioned for this Colony since the nine- 
teenth day of July last, or may be hereafter commis- 
sionated, until the further order of the Great and Gen- 
eral Court. 

Be it enacted by the Council and House of Represent- 
atives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, That all and every Commission Officer or Offi- 
cers, civil and military, who have been commissionated 
since the nineteenth day of July last, or may be hereafter 
commissionated by the Council or Assistants of the Colony 
of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, or the major 
part of them, or deriving any authority from, by, or under 
any Commission made or to be made by the said Council, 
shall, until the further order of the Great and General 
Court or Assembly, before they proceed in or enter upon 
the execution of their respective offices, take the Oath 



353 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AUGUST, 1775. 



354 



hereinafter prescribed, to be administered by any two or 
more of said Council or Assistants, or such others as shall 
be by the said Council or Assistants, or the major part of 
them, thereunto appointed, that is to say, 

"You A B, being appointed to the office of , 

do solemnly swear that you will honestly, faithfully, and 
impartially execute all the duties of the said office, accord- 
ing to the best of your skill and abilities. So help you 
God." 

And be it further enacted and declared by the authority 
aforesaid, That all Commission Officers, civil and military, 
who have been or may be commissionated in manner as 
aforesaid, having taken the said Oath in manner as above 
prescribed, shall be, and are hereby authorized, empow- 
ered, and required to proceed in the execution of their 
respective offices, and that every act and thing which shall 
be done by such Officers, respectively, in the execution of 
such commission and office, shall be, to all intents and 
purposes, valid and effectual in law, without his or their 
taking or subscribing any other oath or declaration whatso- 
ever; any law, usage, or custom whatsoever in any wise to 
the contrary hereof notwithstanding. 

In Council, August 23, 1775: This engrossed Bill 
having had two several readings, Resolved, That it pass 
to be enacted. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
desiring them to send down Captain Sloan's Muster-Roll, 
and two Orders drawn by Colonel Arnold on this Colony, 
viz : one in favour of Major Jonathan Brown, and one in 
favour of Colonel Eleazer Oswald. 

Caleb Gushing, Esq., brought down Captain Sloan's 
Muster-Roll and the two Orders sent for by the House. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the following Resolve, viz : 

" In Council, August 22, 1775. 

" Resolved, That the Hon. Benjamin Greenleaf, Eldad 
Taylor, and Joseph Palmer, Esqs., with such as the hon- 
ourable House shall join, be a Committee to make inquiry 
in this Colony after Virgin Lead and Leaden Ore, and the 
best methods of collecting, smelting, and refining it; and 
also to inquire into the cheapest and easiest method of 
making Salt in this Colony: the said Committee to trans- 
mit the result of their inquiries to the Delegates of this 
Colony at the Continental Congress." 

Read and concurred, and Colonel Freeman, Captain 
Greenleaf, Dr. Whiting, and Mr. Story, were joined. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down a Bill empowering 
the Courts of General Sessions of the Peace within this 
Colony to grant Licenses to Innholders and Retailers in 
certain cases. 

An engrossed Bill to confirm and establish the Resolves 
of the several Provincial Congresses in this Colony. Read, 
and passed to be enacted. 

On a motion made by the Hon. Jeraihmeel Bowers, 
Esq., 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman bring in a Resolve 
directing and empowering Dr. Baylis, Colonel Williams, 
and Captain Toby, to repair to Stvanzey, and inquire into 
the conduct of said Bowers and the treatment of him by 
some persons in that Town. 

Mr. Dix reported that such was the situation of Mr. 
Gerry's health, that he desired the House would excuse 
him from serving on the Committee to which he was this 
afternoon appointed ; and he was excused accordingly. 

Colonel Porter likewise desired to be excused from 
serving on said Committee; and having offered his reasons 
therefor, he was accordingly excused. 

Resolved, That to-morrow morning, ten o'clock, be as- 
signed for the choice of three persons on the above Com- 
mittee, in the room of those gentlemen who have been 
excused. 

A Petition of George Armstrong, praying a reward for 
his bravery at Noddle's Island and Deer-Island, and other 
services as a volunteer in the American Army, was read, 
and committed to Captain Thatcher, Major Bliss, and 
Deacon Rawson. 

Captain John Sloan's Pay-Roll was recommitted to 
the Committee on Colonel Arnold's Account. 
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Ordered, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony to Joseph Otis, Esq., Captain Batch- 
elder, and Mr. Daniel Hopkins, the sum of ten Pounds, 
lawful money, to be by them delivered to the Chief of the 
St. Franpois Tribe and the four Indians who attend him, 
as a present from this Court. 

Also, Ordered, That the above Committee procure for, 
and present to the above Indians five Blankets, and lay 
their Accounts before this House. 

In Council, August 23, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The Committee on the Petition and Pay-Roll of Thomas 
Goldthwait, Esq., reported. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee were 
instructed to bring in a Resolve directing that the payment 
of said Roll be made to the several persons mentioned 
therein, or to their order. 

Ordered, That a Precept be issued to the Town of Ox- 
ford, directing the Inhabitants of that Town to choose 
some person to represent them in this Assembly, in the 
room of the late Captain William Watson, deceased. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Colonel Orne, and Mr. 
Guile, be a Committee to prepare a Precept to be issued 
to the dispersed Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, re- 
quiring them to choose some person to represent them in 
this Assembly, in the room of the Honourable Samuel 
Adams, Esq., elected to the Board. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, August 23, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Resolve of this Court which passed 
the 21st instant, directing the Receiver-General to pay 
Colonel Otis and others, ten Pounds, for the use of five 
Indians of the St. Francois Tribe, be reconsidered. 

An engrossed Bill for making and emitting of Bills of 
Publick Credit. Read and passed to be enacted. 

The Committee appointed to consider how the two 
Armed Vessels at Machias should be supplied with Provi- 
sions and Ammunition, reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, to Captain Jeremiah Obrian, appoint- 
ed Commander of the Armed Schooner Diligent, and of 
the Sloop Machias-Liberty, now lying in the Harbour of 
Machias, fixed for the purpose of guarding the Sea-Coast, 
the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds, lawful money of 
this Colony, for supplying the men with Provisions and 
Ammunition. Also, that there be delivered to the said 
Obrian, out of the Colony Store, one hundred Cannon 
Balls of three pounds weight each, and two hundred Swivel 
Balls ; for all which, and the captures he shall make, he is 
to account with this Court. 

Colonel Freeman, agreeable to order, brought in the fol- 
lowing Resolve, which was accepted, and sent up for con- 
currence, viz : 

Whereas Jerathmeel Bowers, Esq., a Member of this 
House, complains that he has been wrongfully accused of 
counteracting the Resolves of the Continental Congress, 
and of acting a part inimical to the rights and liberties of 
his Country, whereby he hath suffered in his character and 
interest; and having been heretofore possessed of the 
esteem and confidence of his countrymen as a friend to 
their rights and liberties, still avowing his inalienable 
attachment thereto : and as it is possible that the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence and Inspection, who thought it 
their duty to stigmatize him in the publick papers, might 
be misinformed or mistaken in their judgment, 

Therefore it is Resolved, That Dr. Baylis, Colonel 
George Williams, and Captain Toby, be a Committee to 
make inquiry of said Committees, and to examine and hear 
the evidences they may produce against him ; and also to 
give the said Bowers a fair hearing in his defence, and to 
report to this House a true state of the case at the next 
sitting of this Court, that the said Bowers may be acquit- 
ted or censured, as he shall be found deserving. 

Resolved, That the vote for appointing three persons as 
a Committee to prepare accounts of the expenses this 
Colony has been at, in the present contest with Great 
Britain, be so far reconsidered as that said Committee 
should consist of four persons. 
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• niThe Committee then, having collected and sorted the 
votes," reported that Captain Partridge, Mr. Greenleaf, 
aiiti Deacon Cheever, were chosen. 

>Ordered, That Mr. Bent notify said gentlemen of this 
choice. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
to inquire if they have passed upon the Bill for making and 
emitting Bills of Publick Credit. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board had passed upon the 
Bill for making and emitting Bills of Publick Credit. 

Ordered, That Mr. Webster and Colonel Thompson, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to attend Mr. Revere while he is striking off the 
Bills of Credit. That they attend at certain hours, and 
take the plates into their own hands when Mr. Revere has 
done with them ; and that Colonel Cushing bring in a Re- 
solve for this purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wlieeler, Mr. Hopkins, Colonel 
Sayer, and Mr. Story, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, be a Committee to sign and number the Bills of 
Credit. That any three of the Committee be sufficient to 
sign such Bills : and that Major Johnson bring in a Resolve 
for this purpose. 

,_A Petition.. of Hannah Goldthwait* praying leave to 
use the waters at Newton, and that she might not be 
obliged to go to Stafford, where she has been ordered to go 
by this Court, was read, and the prayer thereof granted, 
and Colonel Sayer appointed to bring in a Resolve ac- 
cordingly. 

The Committee on Colonel Arnold's Account report- 
ed a Resolve for the payment of Captain John Sloan's 
Pay-Roll,f amounting to ninety-nine Pounds, thirteen Shil- 
lings, and three Pence farthing. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, the sum of ninety-nine 
Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and three Pence farthing, to the 
said Benedict Arnold, pursuant to the above order, the said 
Arnold having given credit for the same in his Account, 
he the said Arnold giving security to pay the several 
officers and men their wages, as mentioned in the Muster- 
Roil. 

In Council, August 23, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Also, a Resolve for the payment of Colonel Arnold's 
order in favour of Major Jonathan Brown, for twenty 
Pounds. 

Also, a Resolve for the payment of Colonel Arnold's 
order in favour of Colonel Eleazer Oswald, for twenty- 
seven Pounds, seventeen Shillings. 

All which were accepted and sent up for concurrence. 

Major Johnson, agreeable to order, reported the follow- 
ing Resolve,, which was accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Hopkins, Colonel 

* The humble Petition of Hannah Goldthwait, of Boston. 

Your petitioner humbly slieweth : That whereas your petitioner ob- 
tained leave of a Committee from your Honours and the honourable 
the Colony Council, to go to the Town of Stafford for the benefit of 
using the waters for the recovery of her health : and whereas it is the 
opinion of your petitioner's physician, that your petitioner's health will 
not permit her to take so distant a journey, she therefore earnestly 
begs of your Honours to give leave for her to use the waters at New- 
ton, until she shall be better enabled to proceed to Rehoboth ; and 
your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Hannah Goldthwait. 

This may certify whom it may concern, that it is the opinion of the 
subscriber, that the abovementioned Hannah Goldthwait, is too much 
indisposod by a paralytick disorder to undertake so distant a journey as 
the Town of Stafford. Signed, Marshall Spring. 

Watertown, August 22, 1775. 

t Pay-Roll of the Sloop Enterprise, <J-c, from the 3d day of May to 
the 1st day of July, 1775. 

John Prout Sloan, Captain; Timothy Alcort, Male; Abner Bradley, 
Simeon Hayward, Matthew McCurc, David Sturgis, P. Allen, Sailors ; 
William Kincade, Cook and Sailor; Sandy Trube, Thomas Jenks, 
Aaron Kingsbury, Samuel Whitmore, Elisha Sherman, Sailors; James 
Watson, Lieutenant; Ephraim Betts, Josiah Sanborn, Sergeants; 
Amos Gelucia, Abner Rowe, Thomas Fitch, William Draper, James 
Brakenage, Abijah Beardsley, Uriah Cross, Samuel Allen, Ephraim 
Masters, Ichabod Parker, Jonas Gelucia, Ichabod Hawley, John Hart, 
David Crawfoot, John Lockrain, Marines. 

Whole Amount, ,... JC135 6 2J 

Billeting money for one hundred and thirty-three days, 

si; Pence per day,., , , , 3 6 6 

Twenty-seven Blankets, twelve Shillings apiece....... 16 4 

£154 16 8J 

Reoeivod of Colonel Arnold, by the Company, 55 3 5^ 

Balance due, £99~I3 3} 

Nsw-Havsn, July 24, 1775, ===== 



Sayer, and William Story, Esq., with such as the hon- 
ourable Board shall join, be a Committee to sign and num- 
ber the Bills to be emitted by this Colony, conformable to 
an Act passed this session ; and that three of said Commit- 
tee, and no more, sign each of said Bills : that is to say, 
one of the Board and two of the House ; and that one 
name in each Bill be signed with red ink, one name with 
black ink, and the other with blue ink. 

Colonel Cushing, agreeable to order, reported the fol- 
lowing Resolve. Read and accepted, viz : 

Resolved, That Colonel Tfiompson and Mr. Webster, 
with such as the honourable Board shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to inspect the Press for striking off Bills of several 
denominations, to the amount of the sum of One Hundred 
Thousand Pounds, lawful money; and they hereby are di- 
rected to appoint the hours for striking off said Bills, and to 
take especial care to keep the several plates in their own 
hands and possession at all times, except when said plates 
are in use at the hours assigned for striking off the said 
Bills. 

In Council, August 23, 1775: Read and concurred, and 
Benjamin White, Esq., is joined. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the Report on the 
Memorial from Salem. Read and accepted, viz: 

On a Petition from the Town of Salem, complaining of 
many illiberal reflections being cast by some individuals 
respecting the conduct of said Town, in the present dis- 
pute between Great Britain and the.CoIoni.es: 

Resolved, That notwithstanding many ungenerous as- 
persions have been cast on said Town, there is nothing 
appears to this Court in the conduct thereof inimical to 
the liberties and privileges of America; but, on the con- 
trary, in many instances its exertions have been such as 
have done its inhabitants much honour, and been of great 
advantage to the Colony. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Precept to be 
issued to the Inhabitants of Boston reported a form, which 
was accepted, and ordered to be signed by the Speaker, 
and sent to Mr. William Cooper, as soon as may be. 

The Bill for empowering the Courts of General Sessions 
of the Peace within this Colony to grant Licenses to Inn- 
holders and Retailers in certain cases. Read a second 
time, and referred to the next sessions of this Court. . 

The Pay-Roll for the attendance of the Members of 
this House recommitted, and the Committee instructed to 
extend the time to to-morrow, inclusively. 

Ordered, That Major Johnson be on the Committee to 
make up said Pay-Roil, in the room of Mr. Jewet, absent. 

The Committee appointed to attend the impression of 
the Bills were directed to see that those which are already 
struck off, dated 1777, be destroyed. 

Ordered, That the Petition of Joshua Fabyan be re- 
ferred to the next sessions. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee appointed to consider what, method can be 
taken to obtain the release of those Inhabitants of Boston 
who are now confined in Jail, viz : 

" In Council, August 23, 1775. 

" The Committee are of opinion that in case Mr. Hicks 
and Mr. Jones, two persons now in custody in Concord, 
can by any means procure the release of Messrs. James 
Lovell, John Leach, John Gill, William Starr, and Peter 
Edes, from prison in Boston, and their removal from Bos- 
ton, the said Hicks and Jones, with three others, such as 
the major part of the Council shall consent to, who are 
now in custody by order of this Government, be discharged. 
" Samuel Adams, per order." 

Read and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Resolve of 
the Continental Congress, relative to manufacturing Salt- 
petre, reported. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee were 
instructed to insert a clause directing that the Resolves of 
the Continental Congress should be published, together 
with this Resolve. 

Enoch Freeman, Esq., brought down the Petition of 
Lydia Paddock, with the following order of Council there- 
on, viz : 
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"In Council, August 23, 1775: Read and Ordered, 
That the within Petition be committed to James Prescott, 
Esq., with such as the honourable House shall join, to be 
inquired into and reported upon." 

Read and concurred, and Mr. Durfee and Captain Stone 
are joined. 

A Letter from his Excellency General Washington, de- 
siring that all the Shirts, Breeches, Stockings, and Shoes, 
which have been provided by order of the Committee of 
Supplies, may be delivered to the Quartermaster General, 
&tc, was read, and committed to Colonel Saycr, Colonel 
Bowers, and Colonel Cushing. 

Colonel Sayer, agreeable to order, reported the follow- 
ing Resolve, which was accepted, viz : 

On the Petition of Hannah Goldthwait, praying that 
she may have leave to use the waters at Netoton, and 
not to proceed to Stafford, agreeable to leave obtained from 
the honourable Board : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted, 
and that the Petitioner have the liberty asked for. 

In Council, August 24, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee of both Houses who were appointed to 
consider some method of calling in the outstanding Moneys 
due to this Colony. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to attend and 
inform the House whether the major part of the Council 
had consented to the Bill for an emission of One Hundred 
ThousancTT'ounds. 

The Secretary accordingly attended, and informed the 
House that the Bill aforesaid had passed both Houses, 
and was consented to by a majority of the Council. 
In the fifteenth year of the Reign q/" George the Third, 
King, fyc. 

An Act for making and emitting Bills of Publick Credit. 
Whereas the exigences of this Colony require an im- 
mediate emission of Bills of Publick Credit to discharge 
the Publick Debts : Be it therefore enacted, by the Coun- 
cil and House of Representatives in General Court assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, That there be 
forthwith stamped on copper-plates a certain number of 
Bills of Credit on this Colony, to the amount of the sum 
of One Hundred Thousand Pounds, lawful money, of the 
following denominations, viz: of one Shilling, of two Shil- 
lings, of two Shillings and six Pence, of four Shillings, of 
five Shillings, of six Shillings, of seven Shillings and six 
Pence, of eight Shillings, of ten Shillings, of eleven Shil- 
lings, of twelve Shillings, of seventeen Shillings, of twenty 
Shillings, of twenty-four Shillings, of thirty Shillings, and 
of forty Shillings ; and to be ten thousand of each denomi- 
nation, and no more: four-tenths of the number of each 
denomination to be of the tenour and form following: 

"No. Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, Aug. 18, 1775. 

" The possessor of this Bill shall be paid by the Trea- 
surer of this Colony two Shillings and six Pence, lawful 
money, by the 18th day of August, 1778: which Bill 
shall be received for the aforesaid sum in all payments at 
the Treasury, and in all other payments. By order of the 
General Assembly. "AB,) 

" C D, V Committee." 
" E F, ) 

And so, mutatis mutandis, for a greater or lesser sum. 
Three-tenths of each denomination to be of the tenour and 
form following, viz : 

"No. Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, Aug. 18, 1775. 

" The possessor of this Bill shall be paid by the Trea- 
surer of this Colony two Shillings and six Pence, lawful 
money, by the 18th day of August, 1779: which Bill 
shall be received for the aforesaid sum in all payments at 
the Treasury, and in all other payments. By order of the 
General Assembly. "ABJ 

" C D, } Committee." 
" E F, ) 

And so, mutatis mutandis, for a greater or lesser sum. 
Three-tenths of each denomination to be of the tenour and 
form following, viz : 

« No. _ Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, Aug. 18, 1775. 

" The possessor of this Bill shall be paid by the Trea- 
surer of this Colony two Shillings and six Pence, lawful 



money, by the 18th day of August, 1780: which Bill 
shall be received for the aforesaid sum in all payments at 
the Treasury, and in all other payments. By order of the 
General Assembly. " A B, } 

" C D, > Committee." 
" E F, ) 

And so, mutatis mutandis, for a greater or lesser sum ; and 
that on the back of each of said Bills shall be stamped 
the value of the Bill, its date, and the figure of an Ameri- 
can with a sword in his right hand, with the following in- 
scription suspended therefrom, " Ense petit placidam sub 
libertate quietem;" and from his left hand "Magna Charta;" 
and round the figure these words, " Issued in defence of 
American Liberty." Which Bills shall be receive'cTTn the 
publick Treasury and in all payments in this Colony with- 
out any abatement or discount upon any pretence whatever, 
under the penalty and forfeiture of treble of the value of 
the Bill or Bills so passed, to be paid and forfeited by the 
receiver, which penalty may be recovered by action of 
debt, complaint or indictment, in any Court proper to try 
the same in the County in this Colony where the offence 
shall be committed. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Committee hereafter to be appointed by this 
Court, to authenticate by signing and numbering all the 
Bills aforesaid, be and they hereby are directed and em- 
powered to take care and make effectual provision as soon 
as may be to cause the said Bills, of the several denomina- 
tions aforesaid, to be stamped and emitted, to the amount 
of the said sum of One Hundred Thousand Pounds, and no 
more, and to sign aud deliver the same to the Treasurer 
and Receiver-General of this Colony, taking his receipt for 
the same; and the said Committee shall be under oath for 
the faithful management of the business aforesaid and the 
trust reposed in them ; they to be rewarded for their service 
as this Court shall determine. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Treasurer be, and he hereby is ordered and em- 
powered to issue forth and emit the said Bills towards pay- 
ment of the publick debts of this Colony already contract- 
ed, and the further growing charge for the defence thereof; 
for payments of grants, salaries and allowances, made or 
that may hereafter be made by the Great and General Court 
for the support of the Government of this Colony, and an- 
swering the incident and contingent charges thereof, accord- 
ing to such draughts as from time to time shall be made 
upon him by warrant or order of the Council, or such 
draught and order as have already been made on him by 
any Committee heretofore appointed by the Congress of 
this Colony, empowered to draw on the said Receiver- 
General ; and the said Bills shall pass out of the Treasury, 
and shall be taken and accepted in all payments, at the 
rate therein expressed. 

And whereas it is necessary to give a currency to this 
emission of Bills, and to support the faith and credit of 
this Colony, that there should be suitable provision made 
for calling in and paying the same, Therefore : 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
there be, and hereby is granted a Tax of One Hundred 
Thousand Pounds, to be levied on polls and estates, both 
real and personal, within this Colony, in manner following, 
that is to say: Forty Thousand Pounds of the One Hun- 
dred Thousand Pounds aforesaid, according to such rules 
and in such proportion in the several Towns, and other 
places within this Colony, as shall be agreed upon and 
ordered by the General Court ot Assembly, at their ses- 
sions in May, one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
seven, to be paid into the publick Treasury on or be- 
fore the last day of May next, after ; and the further sum 
of Thirty Thousand Pounds, part of the One Hundred 
Thousand Pounds aforesaid, according to such rules and 
in such proportions on the several Towns and other places 
aforesaid, as shall be agreed upon and ordered by the 
General Court at their sessions in May, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-eight, and to be paid into 
the publick Treasury on or before the last day of May 
next, after ; and the further sum of Thirty Thousand 
Pounds, part of the One Hundred Thousand Pounds afore- 
said, and according to such rules and proportions on the 
several Towns and other places aforesaid, as shall be agreed 
upon or ordered by the General Court or Assembly at 
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their sessions in May, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-nine, and to be paid into the publick Treasury 
on or before the last day of May next, after. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That if the General Court, at their sessions in May, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, or at their ses- 
sions in May, one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
eight, or at their sessions in May, one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy-nine, and some time before the twentieth 
■day of July in each year, shall not agree and conclude 
upon an act apportioning the sums which by this act are 
engaged to be in each of said years assessed and levied, 
that then and in such case, each Town and other places 
within this Colony shall pay by a Tax to be levied on the 
polls and estates, both real and personal, within their limits, 
the same proportion of the said sums, as the said Towns 
and other places were taxed by the General Court, in the 
Tax Act then last preceding; and the Colony Treasurer is 
hereby fully empowered and directed, some time in the 
month of July, in each of the years aforesaid, to issue and 
send forlli his warrants, directed to the Selectmen or Asses- 
sors of each Town Within this Colony, requiring them to 
assess the polls and estates, both real and personal, within 
itheir several Towns, for their respective parts and propor- 
tions of the sums before directed and engaged to be assess- 
ed, to be paid into the Treasury at the aforementioned 
times; and the Assessors, as also persons assessed, shall ob- 
serve, be governed by and subject to all such rules and 
directions as shall have been given in the last preceding 
Tax Act. 

In Council, August 23, 1775: This engrossed Bill hav- 
ing had three several readings, Resolved, That it pass to 
be enacted. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
the Resolves of Congress relative to the estates of the 
Refugees, was read and considered, and ordered to sub- 
side. 

Resohed, That the Resolve which passed the House in 
the forenoon, appointing a Committee to sign and number 
the Notes, be reconsidered and recommitted to Major 
Hawley~~Mr. Paine, and Colonel Freeman; and that Dea- 
con Plympton be on the said Committee, in the room of 
Mr. Story, excused. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider the 
Resolves of the Continental Congress relative to Saltpetre 
being amended, was read and accepted, and is as follows, 
viz: 

Whereas Jthe hopourable Continental Congress have 
strongly recommended to the Assemblies and Conventions 
of tJie,Uiihed jColonjes, to appoint one or more person or 
person's, hi each Colony, to put in practice the making 
Saltpetre, according to such mode as shall be best adapted 
to their particular circumstances and to buy up, on account 
of the United Colonies, all the good merchantable Salt- 
petie that shall be made in said Colonies by the first day 
ot October, 1776: Therefore, in compliance with said re- 
commendation, ancffor the carrying so valuable a purpose 
into execution, 

It is Resolved, That Dr. Whiting, Deacon Baker, of 
Boston, and Captajn John Peck, be a Committee, whose 
business it shall be faithfully and diligently to apply them- 
selves to the manufacturing of Saltpetre, for the space of 
three "mpntHs "from {fie first day of September, 1 775, jointly 
or severally, in such places in this Colony as they shall 
judge most suitable for that purpose ; and they are hereby 
directe_d to use all diligence to discover the most eligible 
and successful method of manufacturing that important 
Commo.dTty,"a"nd' to communicate all the useful knowledge 
they shall acquire in said business to all such asrequest it 
of t TienT, and that they from time to time publish, in the 
newspapers or otherwise, all the useful discoveries they 
irnay thake In the progress of said business; and each of the 
sai d Committe e shall be allowed and paid out of the pub- 
K'icF Tre as ury of tfife Colony, for the said term of three 
months, four'Shillings per day for every day they shall be 
employed in said service, as a reward for the aforesaid ser- 
vice. 

And it is further Resolved, That said Committee are 
hereby empowered to buy up all the good and merchant- 
able saltpetre that shall be made within this Colony by 



the first day of said October, 1776, at half a dollar a 
pound ; and the said Committee are also directed to buy up 
all the good and merchantable Sulphur that shall be re- 
fined in this Colony by the first day of said October, at 
nine Pence per pound, the sellers of Sulphur producing 
a certificate from a major part of the Selectmen either of 
the Towns to which he or they belong or the Town where 
such Sulphur was refined, certifying that the same was 
produced and refined from mines and ores within this 
Colony; and the said Committee shall deliver such Salt- 
petre and Sulphur to such person or persons as shall be 
appointed by the General Court to receive the same, and 
shall receive out of the Colony Treasury from time to 
time such sums of money as upon the presentation made 
to them by said Committee, they shall judge necessary for 
buying up said Saltpetre and Sulphur. 

And it is further Resolved, That it be strongly recom- 
mended to the inhabitants of the. seyeraJ,Tjwns_in .this 
Colony that they exert themselves in promoting this im- 
portant manufacture, as the surest means of preserving 
their own Jives, liberties and estates; of insuring the salva- 
tion of their Country and its future prosperity, by erecting 
one or more Saltpetre works, in each Town where it may 
be done with probable success ; and that they not only 
thoroughly attend to the working of those materials from 
which Saltpetre may be speedily procured without any 
previous management, but that they also take especial care 
io collect together under proper sheds those materials (the 
knowledge of which may be easily obtained from publica- 
tions) which, by fermenting and putrefying together, will in 
due time afford Saltpetre with ease and in great plenty. 

And it is Jurther Resolved, That the several methods 
of making Saltpetre recommended by the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress to the United Colonies be immediately 
reprinted, together with the foregoing Resolves, and that 
there be added thereto, by way of appendix, the method 
of making Saltpetre practised by Doctor Graham, and that 
one of the pamphlets be sent to the Selectmen of each 
Town within this Colony; and that Dr. Whiting procure 
the reprinting the several methods recommendecTBy the 
honourable Continental Congress for making Saltpetre, 
together with the foregoing Resolves, and distribute them 
agreeable thereto. 

In Council, August 24, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight 
o'clock, 

Thursday, August 2T, "1775. 

A Petition o(Ebenezer Briggs and others, of Wareham, 
praying this Court to order a number of Boats to be pro- 
vided for the use of the Soldiers stationecT in said Town, 
was read, and committed to Colonel Cushing, Captain 
Adams, and Mr. Mills. 

On the Petition of several Armourers,* who have been 
engaged in the service of this Colony : 

Resolved, That the sum of four Pounds, lawful money, 
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to each 
Armourer who has been engaged in the service aforesaid, 
on his producing a certificate of his being appointed to the 
service of an Armourer. 

In Council, August 24, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The Committee on his Excellency General Washing- 

"To the Gentlemen of the House of Representatives at Watertown : 

We, your humble petitioners, being Armourers in the service of the 
Province of Massachusetts-Bay, do desire your Honours would grant 
us our request, as we have worked some considerable time without any 
regulation, and without receiving any pay ; and not knowing the price 
we work for, and not having any encouragement to work only for the 
good of our Country ; and as many of us have families, and depend upon 
our wagos for their subsistence, we therefore pray your Honours that 
you would give us immediate relief, by putting in a head armourer, and 
paying us some money, which we stand in need of, and cannot carry 
on our business and live comfortably without. We therefore pray 
your Honours that ypu would provide some house or some comfort- 
able place for us, and some person to cook for us, as one or two of us 
have every day to attend the cooking business; which is detrimental 

to the Country. „ _, T " 

Benjamin Guilliam, John Steele, Jr. 

Benjamin Marriner, Reuben Steele, 

Samuel Liscoh, Jonathan Blasdell, 

John Steele, Daniel Cole, 

Obed Wade, Obed BAPOERy 

Seth Dunbar, Isaiah Eaton, 

Caleb Whitney, Benjamin Mountfort, 

Cambridge, July l£, 1775. SamdelKennev. 
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ton's Letter, received yesterday, reported. Read and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That the Shirts, Breeches, Stockings, and 
Shoes, provided by the Committee appointed to procure 
Clothing by the last Congress, and by order of the Com- 
mittee of Supplies, and received by a Committee of this 
House, be delivered to the Quartermaster-General of the 
Continental Army, for the use of the same, and take his 
receipt therefor; and that such as are now in hand be for- 
warded by the said Committee as soon as may be. 

In Council, August 24, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
some method of calling in the outstanding Moneys due to 
this Colony, read and recommitted. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider 
what method can be taken to obtain the release of those 
Inhabitants of Boston who are now in Jail in that Town, 
accepted by the honourable Board, and brought down 
yesterday. Read and concurred. 

The Committee to whom was recommitted the Resolve 
of this House, passed yesterday, appointing a Committee 
to sign and number the Bills of Credit, reported. Read 
and accepted. 

Resolved, That Mr. Joseph Wheeler, Colonel Joseph 
Cushing, Colonel Ebenezer Sayer, and Deacon Thomas 
Plympton, with such as the honourable Board shall join, 
be a Committee to number and sign the Bills of Credit to 
be emitted by this Colony, in pursuance to an Act passed 
this session, entitled "An Act for making and emitting 
Bills of Publick Credit ;" and that three of said Commit- 
tee, and no more, sign each of said Bills ; one of them 
with red ink, one with, blue ink, and one with black ink. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Committee ap- 
pointed to inspect the Press and attend the printing of the 
Bills shall, when any convenient number of Bills are struck 
off, deliver them to one or more of the said Committee 
appointed to number and sign said Bills, taking a receipt 
for the same, expressing the number of the Bills so deliver- 
ed, and the amount of their value; which receipt shall be 
delivered to the Receiver-General of the Colony, lo be 
taken up by the Committee who sign said Bills; when 
they shall deliver the same Bills therein expressed to him, 
numbered and signed according to the Act aforesaid. 

And it is further Resolved, That the said Committee 
for inspecting the printing said Bills, before they enter on 
said service, be sworn before some Justice of Peace, who 
for that purpose shall be appointed by the honourable 
Board, to the faithful discharge of their said office. 

It is further Resolved, That as often as the said Com- 
mittee for numbering and signing the said Bills shall deliver 
to the Receiver-General of the Colony any Bills as afore- 
said, the Receiver-General shall give them a receipt for 
the amount of the value of the same Bills, to be by the 
same Committee kept for the use of the Colony. 

In Council, August 24, 1775 : Read and concurred, and 
James Prescott and Joseph Palmer are joined. 

A Petition of Joseph Bacon, praying an allowance for his 
services as Post-Rider between Cambridge and Lebanon, 
was read, and referred to the next sessions of this Court. 

Resolved, That the vote of this House, directing the 
Committee appointed to inspect the impression of the Bills 
of Credit, to destroy the Bills dated in 1777, be recon- 
sidered ; and that they be altered with a pen to 1778 : 
thus 1778. 

Resolved, That Colonel Lovell be, and is hereby ap- 
pointed to take care of and secure a number of Boats 
belonging to the Colony lately taken from the Hospital 
Island, and are now at Weymouth, until the further order 
of this Court. 

In Council, August 24, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the 
Resolve of this Court relative to Governour Hutchinson's 
Letters. 

The Secretary came down and laid it on the table ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved, That the several abatements hereafter ex- 
pressed be made in the Province Tax for the year 1775, 
upon the several Towns hereafter named, viz : The Town 
of Boston the whole, Roxbury two-ninths, Marblehead 



one-fourth, - Charlestown seven-eighths, Cambridge one- 
eighth, Gloucester one-fourth of their proportion of said 
tax ; and that the Committee appointed to prepare a Tax 
Bill govern themselves accordingly in proportioning the 
same. 

Hon. Jerathmeel Bowers, by leave of the House, brought 
in the following Resolve, which was accepted, viz: 

Whereas a Resolve was passed by the General Court, 
on the fourteenth of this instant, directing " that from and 
after the fifteenth day of August instant, no Ship or Vessel 
should sail out of any port in this Colony, on any whaling 
voyage whatever, without leave first had and obtained from 
the Great and General Court of this Colony, or from some 
Committee or Committees, or persons they shall appoint 
to grant such leave :" and it being necessary that an ad- 
journment of this Court should soon take place, and by 
means thereof many persons may suffer damage for want of 
such permits ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the major part of the Council for this 
Colony be, and they accordingly are hereby fully empow- 
ered to grant leave for any Vessel or Vessels to sail out of 
any port in this Colony, on any whaling voyage whatever, 
as to them shall seem fit and reasonable, for the benefit of 
individuals and the good of the publick, provided there be 
good and sufficient security given that the oil and bone re- 
turned on said voyage shall be brought into some port in this 
Colony, except the Port of Boston, if such permit do not 
interfere with any Resolve or recommendation of the Con- 
tinental Congress ; the power therein given to the major 
part of the Council to continue only in the recess of the 
Genera! Court. 

In Council, August 24, 1775: Read and concurred. 

On the Petition of the Selectmen of Wareham* pray- 
ing that Boats be provided for the Company stationed at 
Wareham and Rochester, for the assistance of Provision 
Vessels and the Islands adjacent, &c, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of said Rochester be di- 
directed and empowered to hire, at the expense of this 
Colony, six Whale Boats, three to be placed at Wareham 
and three at Rochester, for the purposes mentioned in the 
Petition, till the further order of this Court. 

In Council, August 24, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Memorial of Timothy Edtvards and Samuel Brown, 
Jun., relative to provision made for the Forces at Ticon- 
deroga, was read, and committed to Captain Batchelder, 
Mr. Bryant, and Captain Parker. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the following Resolve : 

" In Council, August 24, 1775. 

" Whereas this Court, at their present Sessions, have 
passed a Resolve appointing Samuel Adams, Joseph Pal- 
mer, Moses Gill, Esquires, Major Hawley, Colonel Bar- 
rett, Mr. Durfee, and Colonel Cutt, a Committee to 
receive all such Donations as may be sent by the humane 
and charitable, in this or any other Colony, for the benefit 
of the poor sufferers by means of the Boston Port Bill, 
which Committee are to be accountable to this Court for 
the same : And whereas the sufferers aforesaid stand in 
great need of said Donations, for their immediate relief; 
therefore, 

" Resolved, That the Committee beforementioned be, 
and hereby are empowered to distribute the Donations 
they may receive, among the sufferers beforementioned, 
according to their best discretion." 

Read and concurred, with the following alteration, viz : 
That Captain Thatcher be on the Committee, in the room 
of Major Haivley, who desires to be excused. 

In Council, August 24, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee on the Petition of Edward Emerson 

*To the Honourable James Bowdoin, Esq., President of the General 
Court of the Massachusetts-Bay : 
The Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Wareham humbly 
sheweth : That whereas Soldiers being stationed in said Town, it is 
necessary that they be provided with Boats, in order to_ hold correspond- 
ence with those stationed on the opposite Islands, to go to their assist- 
ance in case of necessity, and likewise to pilot in any yeBScIs that may 
arrive on our coasts desirous of the same; and as there are none pro- 
cured, your Petitioners pray that provision may immediately be made 
by the honourable General Court. 

Ebenezeh Brigos, )„, , 
Samuel Sayery, \,StUcm,n of 



Wareham, August 21, 1775. 



Noah Fearing, 



W are/iff m. 
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The Re- 



reported, that it be referred to the next sessions 
port was read and accepted. 

Resolved, That leave be granted to Joseph Russell and 
others, adventurers in the Whale Fishery, to withdraw 
their Petition. 

The Hon. Robert Treat Paine, Esq., accepted of his 
election to the honourable Board, and Colonel Orne, Mr. 
Gardner, Mr. Cushing, Mr. Dix, and Colonel Freeman, 
were appointed a Committee to wait upon him up. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Mr. Gerry, and Major Cross, 
be a Committee to bring in a Resolve to suspend the grant 
of Powder to certain Eastern Towns. 

Ordered, That Dr. Church's attendance at this House 
be left a blank in the Pay-Roll. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry's attendance be made up for 
the whole continuance of the present session. 

A Pay-Roll for the travel and attendance of the Mem- 
bers of thisHouse was read, approved, and certified. 

Deacon „ .David Jeffries was appointed on the Comtnit- 
tee'"io"pre > pafe Accounts of the sums disbursed by this 
Colony, in the present contest with Great Britain, in the 
room of Deacon Cheever, who declines, and Mr. Lothrop 
was appointed to notify him of the choice. The Commit- 
tee being filled up, the Resolve expressive of their Com- 
mission was completed, accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Whereas it is necessary that a just, fair, and full Account 
of the several sums of Money expended, and other dis- 
bursements made by this Colony in providing Military 
Stores and other necessaries for the defence of American 
liberty, should be prepared as soon as possible, that the 
sairie rna'y lae transmitted to the Continental Congress, for 
their consideration and allowance; therefore, 

Resolved, That Mr. Isaac Lothrop, Captain George 
Partridge, Mr. William Greenleaf, and Deacon Jeffries, 
be and hereby are appointed a Committee, to sit during the 
recess of this Court, and prepare a full, fair, and just Ac- 
count of all such sums of Money as have been advanced, 
expended, and disbursed by this Colony, in providing and 
preparing air sorts of Military Stores, Camp Equipage and 
Utensils, Provisions, and other necessary supplies for the 
use of the Army raised in defence of American liberty, and 
of all such sums as have been advanced and paid by this 
Colony, towards raising, equipping, and maintaining the 
Forces raised by this Colony, who have now joined the 
Continental Army, and such others as are raised in defence 
of the Sea-Coasts ; and, also, of such expenses as have 
been necessarily incurred in defending ourselves, from the 
19th of April last until such time as the said Forces were 
raised, together with the charges of Expresses, and other 
iric(dentaT§nd necessary expenses ; and that the said Com- 
mittee prepare the proper Vouchers to support the several 
Apcounts, that the whole may be ready as soon as possi- 
ble, to be transmitted to the Continental Congress, for 
their consideration and allowance. And the Treasurer of 
this Colony and the several Committees are directed to 
furnish the abovenamed Committee with all such Papers 
and Vouchers as may be in their several possessions and 
custodies, which may be necessary to enable the same 
Committee to complete the foregoing design and commission. 
The Committee on the Petition and Pay-Roll of Cap- 
tain Thomas Goldthwait's Company, of the Garrison at 
Fort Pownall, again reported, and the consideration of the 
Report was put off to the next session of this Court. 

Whereas many Towns in this Colony have been ordered 
by this Court and late Congresses to bring into the Pub- 
lick Magazine a part of their Town's stock of Ammunition, 
for the use of the American Army, with encouragement of 
having the same replaced as soon as the state of the Colo- 
ny Magazine and the demand of the Army would admit 
thereof, and great mischief may accrue from an unneces- 
sary delay of this affair, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Supplies be, and they 
hereby are empowered and directed to replace and deliver 
to the several Towns the Powder that has. in consequence 
of the above Resolves, been ordered therefrom, as soon as 
the state of the Colony Magazine will admit thereof; spe- 
cial reference being had to the Towns which lie nearest to 
Boston, and are contiguous to the Sea-Coasts. 

In Council, August 24, 1775 : Read and concurred. 



Michael Farley, Esq. brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider some method of calling 
in the outstanding Moneys : 

" In Council, August S3, 1775. 

"The Committee of both Houses appointed to consider 
of some method of calling in the outstanding Moneys due 
to this Colony, beg leave to report it as their opinion, that 
the following Resolves pass this Court, viz : 

"Resolved, That the Assessors of each Town and Dis- 
trict in this Colony for the present year be required, so far 
as in their power, to exhibit to this Court, on the second 
Tuesday of its next sitting, the sum total of the assessments 
made on their Town or District, for the Province Tax, 
from the year 1769 to the year 1774, inclusively, and to 
whom such assessments were delivered. 

" And be it further Resolved, That each Constable or 
Collector in each Town or District in this Colony, or the 
executors or administrators of any of them that are deceas- 
ed, be required to exhibit to this Court, on the second 
Tuesday of its next sitting, the sum total of the List com- 
mitted to him to collect for the Province Tax, from the 
year 1769 to the year 1774, inclusively; and, also, of all 
payments that have been made by him to the Treasurer, 
with the Receipts, or attested copies thereof, from such 
Treasurer ; and that this Resolve be printed in handbills, 
one of which to be sent to each Town and District. 

"And be it further jReso/tW, That the several _ Sheriffs of 
the several CountiesTn this Colony, and their Under SherifFs 
or Deputies, be required forthwith to pay unto Henry 
Gardner, Esq., Treasurer and Receiver-General for this 
Colony, all such Moneys as each of them have received, 
and as are still remaining on their hands, by virtue of any 
execution or executions, against any Constable or Col- 
lector, committed to them by Harrison Gray, Esq., for- 
merly Treasurer of the Province of Massachusetts-Bay." 

Read and concurred. 

Resolved, That three weeks from next Wednesday is a 
proper time for this Court to be adjourned to. 

Afternoon. 

The Resolve of the honourable Board appointing a 
Committee to transmit the transactions of this Court to the 
Continental Congress. Read and concurred, as taken 
into a new Draught, and Mr. Devens, Mr. Partridge, Mr. 
Lothrop, and Mr. Gerry, are joined to the Committee of 
the honourable Board. 

Resolved, That Mr. Dix, Colonel Thayer, and Captain 
Derby, be a Committee to collect from the Files of the 
Committee of Supplies an account of all the Clothing, Ac- 
coutrements, and other articles by them supplied for sale 
to the Forces under the commwdoi General Washington, 
which were established by this Colony, and said Commit- 
tee are directed to apply to the Commissary of said Forces, 
and other proper Officers, by whom said Clothing, &c, 
were delivered, for copies of the receipts of the same, and 
to deliver them to the person who shall be appointed to 
pay off said Forces, so arranged that the Paymaster may 
at one view see the amount which either Captain is to de- 
duct from his respective Company, and thereby prevent 
any loss of the publick debts due from the Soldiery of this 
Colony. 

In Council, August 24, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That the Speaker, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel 
Ome, be a Committee to wait on his Excellency General 
Washington, to desire him to issue orders to the several 
Captains in the Massachusetts Forces to make the proper 
deductions from the Muster-Roils of their respective 
Companies, for the articles with which they have been 
supplied. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the Report of the Committee of both Houses 
on the Petition of Lydia Paddock, viz: 

" The Committee of both Houses to whom was referred 
the Petition of Lydia Paddock, in behalf of her husband, 
Thomas Paddock, have attended that service, and Jjave 
considered the said Petition and Answer thereto, and fully- 
heard the parties : It appearing to the Committee that the 
said Thomas Paddock is not a friend to his Country, where- 
by there is danger the said Paddock may serve the enemies 
of this Country, by supplying them with Provisions, &c. : 
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and it further appears, that the said Paddock's Vessel, now 
lies in the Town of Dighton, loaded with Lumber, ready 
to sail to the West-Indies ; the said Paddock having pro- 
cured a clearance for said Vessel, the Committee are of 
opinion that it might be of service, not only to the owner, 
but to the publick, that the said Vessel proceed on the 
voyage, provided the said Vessel and Cargo were put under 
the direction and control of a master who is a real friend to 
this Country : and therefore report, as their opinion, that 
the said Thomas Paddock be permitted to send his said 
vessel on the said voyage, provided the said Paddock shall 
procure such a person for master as shall be approved of 
by the Committee of Inspection for the Town of Dighton. 
"James Prescott, per order." 

"In, Council, August 24, 1775: Read and accepted, 
and Resolved, That the said Thomas Paddock be accord- 
ingly permitted to send his said Vessel on the said voyage, 
provided he shall procure such a person for master as shall 
be approved of by the Committee of Inspection for the 
Town of Dighton." 

Read and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Memorial of 
Messrs. Timothy Edwards and Samuel Brown, Jun.,* re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this Colony 
be, and he is hereby directed to pay to Messrs. Timothy 



Edwards and Samuel Brown, Jun., or order, the sum of 
three hundred and forty Pounds, sixteen Shillings, for the 
use of further supplying Colonel James Easton's Regi- 
ment, for completing their Billeting, for Tin and Brass 
Kettles, Tents, and Frying-Pans ; they to be accountable 
to this Court for said sum of three hundred and forty 
Pounds, sixteen Shillings. 

In Council, August 24, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Colonel Dwight, Col. 
Orne, Mr. Cushing, and Colonel Freeman, be a Commit- 
tee to go to the honourable Council, and acquaint them 
that this House have finished all matters of a publick 
nature which have been before them ; and to inform them it 
is the desire of this House that they would be pleased to 
order a recess of this Court, by adjournment, until the 
twentieth day of September next. 

Who reported, that they had waited upon the honour- 
able Council and delivered the Message accordingly. 

A Message from the honourable Council, by the Secre- 
tary. 

"Mr. Speaker: I am to acquaint this honourable 
House, that it is the will and pleasure of the majority 
of the honourable Council that this Court be adjourned 
to Wednesday, the twentieth day of September next, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, then to meet in this place ; and 
this Court is accordingly adjourned to that time." 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

At a Convention of Delegates for the Counties and Cor- 
porations in the Colony of Virginia, at the Town of Rich- 
mond, in the County of Henrico, on Monday, the 17th of 
July, 1775. Present: 
For the City of Williamsburg h : The Hon. Peyton 

Randolph, Esq. 
Albemarle : John Walker and Charles Lewis, Esqs. 
Amelia: John Tabb and John Winn, Esquires. 
Amherst: William Cabell, Jun., and Joseph Cabell, Esqs. 
Augusta : Samuel McDowell, Thomas Lewis, John Har- 

vie, and George Rootes, Esquires. 
Bedford : John Talbot and Charles Lynch, Esqs. 
Botetourt : John Bowyer, Esq. 
Brunswick : Frederick Maclin and Henry Tazewell, 

Esquires. 
Buckingham : John Nicholas and Robert Boiling, Esqs. 
Berkeley: Robert Rutherford and Adam Stephen, Esqs. 
Caroline : James Taylor and William Woodford, Esqs. 
Charles City; William Acrill and Benjamin Harrison, 

Jun., Esquires. 
Charlotte: Paul Carrington and Isaac Read, Esqs. 
Chesterfield : Archibald Cary and Benjamin Watkins, 

EsquiTes. 
Culpepper: Henry Field, Jun., Esq. 
Cumberland : William Fleming and John Mayo, Esqs. 
Dinwiddie : John Bannister and John Ruffin, Esqs. 
Dunmore : Jonathan Clarke, Esq. 
Elizabeth City : Henry King and Worlich Westwood, 

Esquires. 
Essex: Meriwether Smith, Esq. 

* The humble memorial, information, and petition of Timothy Ed. 
wards and Samuel Brown, Jun., sheweth : That they, in prosecution 
of the service to which they were appointed, have paid billeting money 
to three Companies, lately raised in the County of Berkshire, belonging 
to Colonel James Easton's Regiment, which, according to the estab. 
lishment of one Penny per mile, amounted to one hundred and two 
Pounds, seven Shillings ; that five Companies are yet to be paid, four 
of which are said to be now at Crown Point, the other now raising in 
said County, which, they are told, is not yet full ; that one hundred 
Pounds only hap been ordered and delivered to them for this purpose, 
but, according to what has been paid, one hundred and seventy Pounds 
will be yet wanting to complete this service. That iness.pots or kettles 
being wanted immediately, and pots not to be bought nearer than New- 
York, they have engaged seventy tin kettles and eight brass washing 
kettles: also, according to General Montgomery's recommendation, 
they have presumed to furnish forty tents, and shall proceed to furnish 
thirty more, unless instructed to the contrary ; that the tents and ket- 
tles were bought in Albany, for which they could not pass the notes 
of this Colony, except upon their promise that they would redeem 
them, if required, That it appears to them of importance that the Com. 
mittee of Safety of the Colony of New-York be consulted on this head, 
as this Regiment must suffer much, and with foundation will complain, 
if they should not be able to pass their notes for such necessaries and 
conveniences as must come to them out of the Province of New-York ; 
and further, if the Committee of Supplies should be obliged to redeem 
the notes which they have or may pass in that Province, it will give 
them much trouble, and doubtless be some expense to this Colony. That 



Fairfax : Charles Broadwater and George Mason, Esqs. 
Faultier : Thomas Marshall and James Scott, Esqs. 
Frederick: Isaac Zane, Esquire, and Charles M. Thrus- 

ton, Clerk. 
Fincastle : William Christian and Stephen Trigg, Esqs. 
Gloucester: Lewis Burwell,^.s<\. 
Goochland : John Woodson and Thomas Mann Randolph, 

Esquires. 
Halifax: Micajah Watkins, Esq. 
Hampshire : James Mercer, Esq. 
Hanover: John Syme and Garland Anderson, Esqs. 
Henrico : Richard Adams and Richard Randolph, Esqs. 
James City : Robert C. Nicholas and William Norvell, 

Esquires. 
Isle of Wight : John S. Wills and Josiah Parker, Esqs. 
King George: Joseph Jones and William Fitzhugh, Esqs. 
King and Queen: George Brooke and George £,j/we,Esqs. 
King William: Carter Braxton and William Aylett, Esqs. 
Lancaster : James Selden and Charles Carter, Esqs. 
Loudoun : Francis Peyton and Josiah Chapman, Esqs. 
Louisa : Thomas Johnson and Thomas Walker, Esqs. 
Lunenburgh : David Garland and Thomas Tabb, Esqs. 
Middlesex : James Montague, Esq. 
Mecklenburgh : Robert Burtonawi Bennett Goode, Esqs. 
Nansemond : Andrew Meade and James Murdaugh, Esqs. 
New-Kent: Burwell Bassett and Bartholomew Dan- 

dridge, Esquires. 
Norfolk County : Thomas Newton and James Holt, E s qs. 
Northumberland: Peter Presley Thornton and Rodham 

Kenner, Esquires. 
Orange : Thomas Barbour, Esq. 

to get coats for the non-commissioned officers and soldiers belonging 
to said Regiment, in this part of the Country, will be attended with 
many difficulties, but from the inquiry which they have made they 
apprehend that the Regiment in general would much rather take the 
value of them in money, if paid soon ; and further, that this would 
give particular satisfaction to one Company, to whom, by order of the 
Colonel, it was promised to be paid before they should march, and that 
they are made quiet at. present by a promise that said money should be 
applied for immediately. That Colonel Easton, by written orders, has 
directed them to furnish each Company with carriages, over and above 
their billeting money, to transport their packs ; and as your petitioners 
supposed they had no authority, either by warrant or resolve, to do 
this, difficulty arose here, also ; therefore, they pray to be instructed 
in this matter as soon as possible. That they are also applied to for 
sixteen frying-pans, sixteen fifes, eight drums, and one stand of co- 
lours; they pray for instruction herein likewise. That they have taken 
much pains, by applying first at Albany and then to the principal 
Towns in the County of Berkshire, to provide the two hundred pounds 
of powder ordered, but have collected only one hundred and forty-nine 
pounds ; this is sent forward. And they further beg leave to shew, 
that by furnishing seventy tents, seventy tin and eight brass washing 
kettles, out of the grant made to them for providing stockings, <fec., 
but a small part will be left for the expressed purposes of the grant. 
Thus your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Timothy Edwakbs, 
Samuel Beiows, Jun. 
Stockbridge, August 10, 1775. 
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Prince Edward : Robert Lawson and William Bibb, Esqs. 
Prince George : Richard Bland and Peter Poythress, 

Esquires. 
Princess Anne : William Robinson, Esq. 
Prince William: Henry Lee and Thomas Blackburn, 

Esquires. 
Richmond : Robert Wormeley Carter, Esq. 
Southampton: Edwin Gray, Esq. 
Spottsylvania : George Stubblefeld and Mann Page, 

Jun., Esquires. 
Stafford : Charles Carter and Thomas Ludwell Lee, 

Esquires. 
Sorry: Allen Cocke and Nicholas Faulcon, Esqs. 
Sussex : David Mason and Henry Gee, Esquires. 
Warwick : William Langhorne, Esq. 
Westmoreland : Richard Lee and John A. Washington, 

Esquires. 
York : Dudley Digges and Thomas Nelson, Esqs. 
Jamestown : Champion Travis, Esq. 
Norfolk Borough : Joseph Hutchings, Esq. 

The Horn Peyton Randolph, Esq., was unanimously 
elected President of this Convention, and Mr. John Taze- 
well, Cleric. 

Resolved, That this Convention will observe, in their 
debates and proceedings, the same Rules and Orders as 
are established in the House of Burgesses of this Colony. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Miles Selden be appointed 
Chaplain to this Convention, and that he be desired to 
read Prayers every morning at eight o'clock ; and also to 
preach a Sermon on Thursday next, being the day recom- 
mended by the General Congress to be kept as a solemn 
Fast. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 



Tuesday, July 18, 1775. 

On a motion made, 

Resolved, That this Convention will immediately resolve 
itself into a Committee to take into consideration the state 
of the Colony. 

The Convention accordingly resolved itself into the said 
Committee; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Bland reported, that the 
Committee had had under their consideration the state of 
the Colony, but not having time to go through the same, 
had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee to take under their further consi- 
deration the state of the Colony. 

A Petition of William Preston, Gentleman, Surveyor of 
Fincastle County, setting forth, that early in the month of 
April last he bad received instructions from Lord Dunmore 
to survey Lands in the uninhabited parts of this Colony, 
agreeably to a Proclamation his Lordship had just then 
issued, and which was under the consideration of the late 
Convention ; but as there was then no final determination 
respecting it, he apprehended the same was tacitly allowed, 
to prevent disputes among the first settlers of such Lands. 
That he gave directions to his assistants to survey a small 
district of Land each, until it could be known what report 
the Committee appointed by the late Convention would 
make. That he hath given the strongest assurances no 
survey should be returned, under the said instructions, 
without the approbation of the House of Burgesses, or 
this Convention ; yet that many persons were displeased 
with his conduct, not knowing the motives on which he 
acted. And praying that this Convention will take the 
same under their most serious consideration, as nothino- is 
further from his intentions than to carry into execution any 
ministerial instructions contrary to the chartered rights or 
real interest of his Country, let the consequence be what 
it will to his family or private emolument. 

Also a Petition from the Committee of Fincastle County, 
complaining that surveys had been made in consequence of 
Lord Dunmore's Proclamation and Instructions, contrary to 
the ancient usage of taking up Lands in this Colony, which 
were likely to be the occasion of much confusion and liti- 
gation; and praying the advice of this Convention in the 
premises, were severally presented to the Convention, and 
read. 



Ordered, That the said Petitions be referred to Mr. 
Nicholas, Mr. Bland, Mr. Cary, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Lewis, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Carrington, Mr. Rootes, and Mr. Thomas 
Walker; and that they inquire into the allegations thereof, 
and report the same, with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



Wednesday, July 19, 1775. 
Resolved, That the Rev. Charles Minn Thruston be 
desired to read prayers to this Convention, and to preach 
to-morrow, in the room of the Rev. Miles Selden, who is 
at present indisposed. 

The Order of the Day being read, the Convention re- 
solved itself into a Committee to take into their further con- 
sideration the state of the Colony; and after some time 
spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Bland reported, that the Committee had had the same 
under their consideration, and had come to a Resolution 
thereon ; which he read in his place, and then delivered it 
in at the Clerk's table, where the same was again twice 
and agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
a sufficient Armed Force be immediately raised" and embo- 
died, under proper Officers, for the defence and protection 
of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland, Mr. Robert Carter Nicho- 
las, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Jones, Mr. George Mason, Mr. 
Rootes, Mr. Stephen, Mr. Zane, Mr. Bannister, Mr. 
Blackburn, Mr. Thruston, Mr. Thomas Ludwell Lee, 
Mr. Braxton, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Woodford, Mr. Henry 
Lee, and Mr. Christian, do prepare and bring in an Ordi- 
nance pursuant to the said Resolution. 

Resolved, That this Convention will again resolve itself 
into a Committee, on Friday next, to take into their fur- 
ther consideration the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till Friday, nine o'clock. 

Friday, July 21, 1775. 
The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
James Wood, Esq., on the subject of Indian affairs; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table, for the perusal of 
the Members. 

The Proceedings at a Treaty lately concluded with the 
Indians at Pittsburgh, together with several Resolutions 
of the Committee for the County of Augusta, were laid 
before the Convention, and read. 

Ordered, That the said Proceedings and Resolutions 
be referred to the Committee appointed to prepare and 
bring in an Ordinance for raising and embodying a suffi- 
cient Force for the defence and protection of this Colony. 

A Petition of sundry persons, Freeholders of the Coun- 
ty of Berkeley, complaining of an undue election and re- 
turn of Mr. Adam Stephen to serve in this Convention for 
the County of Berkeley, and also the Proceedings of the 
Committee of the said County relating thereto, were pre- 
sented to the Convention, and read. 

Ordered, That the said Petition and Proceedings be re- 
ferred to Mr. Digges, Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, Mr. 
Bland, Mr. Cary, Mr. Jones, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Fitzhugh, 
Mr. Carter of Stafford, Mr. Carter of Lancaster, Mr, Car- 
rington, Mr. Nelson, Mr. David Mason, Mr. Bassett, Mr. 
Dandridge, Mr. Holt, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. Richard Lee, 
Mr. Mercer, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Page, and Mr, McDow- 
ell; and they are to examine the matter thereof, and report 
the same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the 
Convention. 

Resolved, That eleven of the said Committee be a suffi- 
cient number to proceed on business. 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Committee 
appointed to prepare and bring in an Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and pro- 
tection of this Colony, that they receive a clause, or clauses, 
for the pay and support of the Forces so to be raised. 

Ordered, That Mr. Marshall, Mr. Dandridge, and Mr. 
Rutherford, be added to the said Committee, 

Adjourned till to-morrow nine o'clock. 
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Saturday, July 22, 1775. 

Richard Bland, Esq., a Member of this Convention, 
and one of the Deputies appointed to represent this Co- 
lony in General Congress, informed the Convention, that 
certain false and scandalous reports, highly reflecting on 
him in bis publick character, had been propagated : to wit, 
that he had made application to the Earl of Dartmouth, or 
some of the Ministry, for an appointment to collect the 
Taxes imposed on America by Parliament ; and that, as 
an inducement to them to grant the same, had promised 
to promote the designs of the Ministry against this Coun- 
try; and, also, that his conduct in General Congress had 
been such that he was obliged suddenly to decamp from 
the City of Philadelphia. That he had served as a Mem- 
ber of the General As sembly for upwards of thirty years, 
and hoped the part he had always publickly taken would 
have secured him, in his age, from an imputation so inju- 
rious to his character. That he earnestly requested a full 
and publick inquiry should be made into the truth of the 
said reports ; and that the Rev. Samuel Shield, the Rev. 
John Hurt, and Samuel Overton, and Joseph Smith, who, 
he un dersto od, had propagated the said reports, should be 
summoned to attend the said inquiry ; and that every other 
person who had heard any thing of the said reports would 
also attend, that the fullest examination might be made 
into the truth thereof. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Friday next, 
examine into the truth of the reports mentioned in the 
said information. 

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Claiborne be appointed 
Messenger to this Convention ; and that he summon the 
Rev, Samuel Shield, the Rev. John Hurt, and Samuel 
Overton, and Joseph Smith, to attend this Convention on 
Friday next. 

Ordered, That Mr. Travis be added to the Committee 
appointed to prepare and bring in an Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence of this 
Colony. 

Adjourned till Monday, nine o'clock. 

Monday, July 24, 1775. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter just 
received from the Deputies appointed to represent this Co- 
lony in General Congress, enclosing several Resolutions 
and Proceedings of the General Congress ; which were 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

On a motion made, Resolved, That no Flour, Wheat, 
or other Grain, or Provisions of any kind, be exported from 
this Colony to any part of the world, from and after the 
fifth day of August next, until the Convention or Assem- 
bly, or the honourable the Continental Congress, shall order 
otherwise ; that no quantities of the said articles, more 
than are necessary for the use of the inhabitants, be brought 
to, collected, or stored in the Towns, or other places, upon 
or near the navigable waters ; that the respective County 
Committees be directed to take care that this Resolve be 
effectually carried into execution, and that all contracts 
made for the sale and delivery of any such articles for ex- 
portation, between this time and the tenth day of Septem- 
ber next, be considered as null and void. 

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Walker be added to the 
Committee appointed to prepare and bring in an Ordinance 
for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence 
and protection of this Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, July 25, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cary, Mr. William Cabell, Mr. 
Basseit, Mr. Harvey, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Pey- 
ton, Mr, John Nicholas, and Mr. Carrington, be added to 
the Committee appointed to prepare and bring in an Or- 
dinance for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for 
the defence and protection of this Colony. 

A Memorial of the Committee for the County of Ches- 
terfield was presented to the Convention, and read; setting 
forth, that doubts had arisen whether the Volunteers raised 



same may be taken into consideration, and that such regu- 
lations may be made therein as will best answer the design 
of the Convention in raising the said Volunteers. 

Ordered, That the said Memorial be referred to the 
consideration of the Committee appointed to prepare and 
bring in an Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient 
Force for the defence and protection of this Colony. 

The Committee to whom the late Treaty with the dif- 
ferent Tribes of Indians at Pittsburgh, together with sev- 
eral Resolutions of the Committee on the Western Waters 
of Augusta County, were referred, reported, that they had 
had the same under their consideration, and come to the 
following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Committee of the County of Augusta have acted with 
the greatest propriety and prudence; and that the expenses 
of the Treaty, and the money advanced in presents to the 
Indians, ought to be reimbursed by the publick. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
two Companies, of one hundred men each, besides Offi- 
cers, ought, with all convenient speed, to be stationed at 
Pittsburgh; one other Company, of one hundred men, at 
Point Pleasant; twenty-five men at Fort Fincastle, at the 
mouth of Wlieeling ; and that one hundred men be sta- 
tioned at proper posts in the County of Fincastle; for the 
protection of the inhabitants on the southwestern frontiers, 
exclusive of the Troops to be raised for the defence of the 
lower parts of the country. 

The said Resolutions being severally read a second time, 
were agreed to by the Convention. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be pre- 
sented to the Committee on the Western Waters of Au- 
gusta, for their great prudence in conducting the Treaty 
with the Indians, and securing the important Fort at Pitts- 
burgh. 

Ordered, That Patrick Kirk be paid as a Publick Ex- 
press for bringing down the Treaty with the Indians, and 
other proceedings relating thereto, to this Convention. 

Resolved, That eleven of the Committee appointed to 
prepare and bring in an Ordinance for raising and embody- 
ing a sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this 
Colony, be a sufficient number to proceed on business. 

Ordered, That, leave be given to bring in ah Ordinance 
to make provision for defraying the expenses of the Mi- 
litia lately drawn out into actual service, and forpaying the 
same ; and that Mr. Zane do prepare and bring in the said 
Ordinance. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for regulating the election of Delegates and Committees 
for the several Counties and Corporations in this Colony; 
and that Mr. Cary, Mr. Digges, Mr. Watkins, Mr. Law- 
son, Mr. Ruffin, and Mr. Banister, do prepare and bring in 
the same. 



Ordered, That Mr. William Dandridge, Jun., be ap- 
pointed Clerk to the Committee appointed to prepare and 
bring in an Ordinance for raising and embodying a suffi- 
cient Force for the defence and protection of this Colony. 

Adjourned till Thursday, nine o'clock. 

Thursday, July 27, 1775. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee to take under consideration the 
state of the Colony. 

Ordered, That the Letter from the Deputies appointed 
to represent this Colony in General Congress, together 
with the papers enclosed therein, be referred to the said 
Committee. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of sundry Inhabi- 
tants of the County of Berkley was referred, reported that 
they had had the same under their consideration, agreed 
upon a Report, and come to a Resolution thereupon; which 
was read, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, 
where the same was again twice read, and agreed to by the 
Convention as follows : 

It appears to your Committee that Colonel Adam Stc- 

for the defence of this Colony were under the command of phen, with the approbation of some of the Committee of 

the Officers of the Militia, which were likely to be pro- the County of Berkley, caused notice to be given, ap- 

ductive of many inconveniences ; and praying that the pointed a day for the election of Delegates to represent the 
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said County in General Convention, and that such notice 
was published about ten days before the day of election, 
but was not generally known by the inhabitants of the said 
County; it appearing to your Committee that the inhabi- 
tants of two Precincts of the said County were almost 
wholly unacquainted therewith, and therefore did not attend 
on the day of election. It also appears to your Committee 
that Colonel Adam Stephen, who was Commander-in-Chief 
of the said County, had, previous to his appointing the day 
of election of Delegates, ordered a general muster of the 
Militia on the same day, at which a considerable number 
of people attended, and were exercised and kept under 
arms for several hours, and were then marched directly to 
the Court-House, and proceeded immediately to vote for 
Delegates to represent the said County in General Con- 
vention. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the election of Delegates for the County of Berkley was 
irregular, and that tFe freeholders of the said County, after 
due and regular notice being publickly given, ought to pro- 
ceed to a new election of Delegates to represent them in 
General Convention. 

A Letter from Ouconostota, the great Indian Warrior, 
was laid before the Convention, and read. 

Ordered, That the said Letter, together with the other 
papers relative to Indian affairs, be referred to the Com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration the state of the 
Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Friday, July 28, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. David Mason and Mr. Read be 
addecf to the Committee appointed to prepare and bring in 
an Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient Force 
for the defence and protection of this Colony. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
went into an examination of the reports said to have been 
propagated to the prejudice of Richard Bland, Esquire, a 
Member of this Convention, and one of the Deputies ap- 
pointed to represent this Colony in General Congress; and, 
after examination of the Rev. Samuel Shield, and the Rev. 
John Hurt, and many .other witnesses, and a full inquiry 
into the same, do find the said reports to be utterly false 
and groundless, and tending not only to injure the said 
Richard Bland in his publick character, but to prejudice 
the glorious cause in which America is now embarked. 

Resolved unanimously, That this Convention do con- 
sider it as their duty to bear to the world their testimony 
that the said Richard Bland hath manifested himself the 
friend of his Country, and uniformly stood forth an able 
asserter of her rights and liberties. 

Ordered, That the President be desired to transmit a 
copy of the Proceedings of this Convention, relative to the 
said inquiry, to the General Congress. 

On the motion of Mr. Bland, 

Ordered, That it be an instruction to the Committee of 
Correspondence that they also transmit a copy of the said 
Proceedings to Arthur X,ee, Esq., in London, and request 
him to make strict inquiry for the authors and propagators 
of the said reports in England. 

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from 
the Officers of the Volunteer Companies in Williamsburgh, 
informing the Convention that they had resolved, immedi- 
ately, to secure all the Publick Moneys in the hands of the 
Receiver-General, Naval-Officers, and other Collectors for 
His Majesty; that they had sent out detachments for that 
purpose; and desiring the opinion of the Convention re- 
lative thereto, as they should cheerfully submit to their de- 
termination on the subject. 

Resolved, That this Convention will immediately resolve 
itself into a Committee to take the said Letter into con- 
sideration. 

The Convention accordingly resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Bland reported that the Com- 
mittee had had the Letter from the Officers of the Volunteer 
Companies in Williamsburgh under their consideration, and 
had come to a Resolution thereupon, which he read in his 
place, and delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
was again twice read, and agreed to, as follows : 



Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Proceedings of the Officers of the Volunteer Compa- 
nies in Williamsburgh, mentioned in their Letter to the 
Convention, though they arose from the best motives, can- 
not be approved, and that they be required to desist from 
carrying their Resolutions into execution. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the slate of the Colony, being 
read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into the said Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Saturday, July 29, 1775. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, bein<r 
read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into the said Committee. 

On a motion made, 

Resolved, That the several Inspectors of this Colony be 
directed to preserve the trash Tobacco at their respective 
inspections, for the purpose of making Saltpetre ; and that 
they deliver the same, when required, to such person or 
persons as may be appointed for that purpose by the Com- 
mittee of the County. 

Resolved, That the several Inspectors of the Publick 
Warehouses in this Colony do, some time before the last 
of August next, and after advertising the same in the pub- 
lick papers, at the Warehouses, and at the Court-Houses 
of their respective Counties, sell, for ready money, all trans- 
fer and other Tobacco, which may have lain one year in 
their respective Warehouses, and pay the money, arising 
from such sale, as the law directs. 

Resolved, That the Chairman of the Committees of the 
several Counties do, without delay, procure all the Salt- 
petre and Sulphur which may be had, and that the same 
be paid for by the publick ; and it is earnestly recom- 
mended to all persons in this Colony to be assisting in pro- 
curing those necessary articles, and cheerfully to deliver to 
the said Chairman what ihey may have in their families, 
except so much as may be necessary for medicinal pur- 
poses. 

Adjourned till Monday, nine o'clock. 

Monday, July 31, 1775. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, being 
read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into the said Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Tuesday, August 1, 1775. 

A Petition and Remonstrance from the Merchants of the 
Borough of Norfolk, and also Instructions from the Com- 
mittee of the said Borough to their Delegates in Conven- 
tion, setting forth the great hardships and inconveniences 
to which they should be reduced by the Resolution entered 
into by this Convention for stopping the exportation of 
Grain and Provisions after the fifth day of this month ; and 
praying that the same might be rescinded, was presented to 
the Convention and read. 

Ordered, That the said Petition and Remonstrance, to- 
gether with the said Instructions, do lie on the table. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee to take into consider- 
ation the state of the Colony; and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr, Bland 
reported that the Committee had had the state of the Co- 
lony under their consideration, but not having time to o-o 
through the same, had directed him to move for leave to 
sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Thursday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee to take into their further 
consideration the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till Tfmrsday, nine o'clock. 



373 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION, AUGUST, 1775. 



374 



Thursday, August 3, 1775. 

A Petition from the Committee of the Counly of North- 
ampton, complaining of the great hardships and inconve- 
niences to which the Inhabitants of their County would be 
particularly exposed by the Resolution entered into by this 
Convention, for stopping the exportation of Grain and Pro- 
visions after the fifth day of this month, and praying that 
they might have liberty to export their Grain till the tenth 
of September, agreeable to the Resolutions of the Continen- 
tal Congress, was presented to the Convention, and read. 

Ordered, That the said Petition do lie on the table. 

A Letter from the Committee of the Borough of Nor- 
folk, informing the Convention of the arrival of Troops from 
St. Augustine, about sixty in number, under the command 
of one Captain and two Lieutenants ; that they had learned, 
from good authority, another vessel, with more Forces, 
might be hourly expected ; that at present they were under 
no apprehensions from the Troops, but found exceeding bad 
effects among the Slaves, from the neighbourhood of the 
Men-of-War, which they had great reason to believe would 
be very much increased by the arrival of these Troops. 

Also, a Letter from the Officers of the Volunteer Com- 
panies in ff'illiamsburgh, requesting that some certain line 
for their conduct might be laid down, lest, in their zeal to 
serve their Country, they might precipitate their country- 
men into unnecessary calamities ; informing the Conven- 
tion that the Governour's Cutter had carried off a number 
of Slaves belonging to private gentlemen, and that they 
thought it high time to establish the doctrine of reprisal ; 
that one Philips commanded an ignorant disorderly mob, 
in direct opposition to the measures of this Country, and 
they wished to crush such attempts in embryo, and to take 
every advantage a kind Providence might make them mas- 
ters of; acknowledging the execution of the measures they 
had formerly laid before the Convention, though ever so 
proper, ought first to have received the sanction of this 
Convention ; that they stood reproved for their too precipi- 
tate conduct on that occasion, and held themselves in readi- 
ness to execute any instructions the Convention should be 
pleased to give, at the expense of life and fortune : were 
laid before the Convention and read. 

Resolved, That the said Letters be referred to the Com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration the state of the 
Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into the said Committee ; and after 
some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Bland reported that the Committee had, accord- 
ing to order, had under their consideration the state of the 
Colony, but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee to take into their further considera- 
tion the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Friday, August 4, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Petition and Remonstrance from the 
Borough of Norfolk, the Instructions from the Committee 
of the said Borough, and the Petition from the Committee 
of the County of Northampton, be referred to the Com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration the state of the 
Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Bland reported that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the state of the Colony, and had come to several Reso- 
lutions thereupon, which he read in his place, and after- 
wards delivered in at the Clerk's table, where the same 
were again twice read, and agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That the Instructions from the Committee of 
the Borough of Norfolk, and the Petition from the Com- 
mittee of the County of Northampton, are decent and re- 
spectful, and that they merit due consideration. 

Resolved, That the Petition and Remonstrance of the 
Merchants and Traders of the Borough of Norfolk is in- 
decent, highly reflecting on the honour of the General 



Convention, and directly tending to destroy that necessary 
confidence reposed by the good people of this Colony in 
their Representatives, regularly deputed to guard and pre- 
serve their just rights and privileges. 

Resolved, That the former Resolution of the Convention, 
for restraining the exportation of Provisions, was not adopt- 
ed with great haste, as unjustly insinuated in the said Peti- 
tion and Remonstrance, but that it was done on the maturest 
deliberation, a Member of the Convention having given 
previous notice that, at a future day, he intended lo move 
for such a Resolution, the substance of which was fairly and 
candidly laid open for the consideration of the different 
Members, and the motion not made till several days after 
such notice. 

Resolved, That the Merchants and Traders of the Bo- 
rough of Norfolk, being as properly and fully represented 
in the Convention as other parts of this Colony, it is un- 
reasonable in them to expect, especially at this alarming 
crisis, that any important business, in which not only this 
Colony, but the whole Continent, is essentially and deeply 
interested, should be suspended till their particular opinions 
can be asked on the subject. 

Resolved, That although it is with concern this Conven- 
tion at any time adopts resolutions by which individuals 
may be materially affected, yet it becomes their duty, as 
good citizens, to acquiesce in such measures as are calcu- 
lated for the general publick weal. 

Resolved, That the Resolution complained of was adopted 
on the fullest conviction of its utility, founded on certain 
facts, some of which the Continental Congress, in all pro- 
bability, could not be well acquainted with ; and that the 
Convention consider it as their indispensable duty to pur- 
sue such measures as are necessary, not only for their own 
security, but that of the whole Continent. 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, that the 
primary and true design of the Resolution of the Continen- 
tal Congress, in allowing a free export till the tenth of 
September next, could only be intended to respect the Crops 
of the last year ; that the Members of the Convention, as 
well for themselves as most of their constituents, offered 
the greatest sacrifice to the publick good in adopting the 
Resolution complained of, as many of them have large crops 
of Wheat now on hand, equally liable to perish with such 
Grain as may be in the hands of the petitioners and re- 
monstrants. Willing, however, as far as is consistent with 
the interest of the Country, to remove every colourable 
complaint, this Committee doth resolve, that any of the 
inhabitants of this Colony who may have purchased, and 
have now on hand, any quantities of Indian Corn of the 
last crop, for the exportation of which they had actually 
provided or chartered vessels previous to the former Reso- 
lution of this Convention, upon their making these facts 
appear by proper proofs, that they he allowed to export 
the same, at any time between this day and the tenth day 
of September next, provided they give a proper and satis- 
factory assurance to the Committee' of each County, from 
which such commodity is to be exported, that they will not, 
directly or indirectly, suffer the same to be carried to either 
of the Northern Colonies. 

Resolved, That the Committee of each County in this 
Colony, except the Counties of Accomack and Northamp- 
ton, do immediately appoint one Captain, one Lieutenant, 
and Ensign, within their County; and that the Officers 
proceed immediately to enlist a Company of fifty Regu- 
lars in each County, to be marched, as soon as enlisted, to 
such place of rendezvous as shall be hereafter appointed 
by this Convention. 

Resolved, That five hundred effective Men, part of the 
Regulars to be raised for the defence of the Colony, be 
sent for the protection of the Towns of Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, and the neighbourhood thereof. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee to take into their further considera- 
tion the stale of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Saturday, August 5, 1775. 

On a motion made, 

Resolved, That any person who shall hereafter accept 
any office of profit or pecuniary appointment under the 
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Crown, shall be disqualified from sitting in this Convention, 
the General Congress, Council of Safety, or County Com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That no person who shall accept of a Commis- 
sion, as an Officer, to command any of the Regular Forces 
now to be raised, or which may hereafter be raised, for the 
defence of this Colony, be capable of sitting or voting as a 
Member of the Convention, General Congress, or Commit- 
tee of Safety, during his continuance in the said office. 

Ordered, That it be an instruction to the Committee 
appointed to prepare and bring in an Ordinance for regula- 
ting the election of Delegates and Committees, that they 
receive a clause or clauses, pursuant to the foregoing Reso- 
lutions. 

On a motion made, 

Orderedj That there be a call of the Convention on 
Wednesday next. 

Resolved, That this Convention will immediately pro- 
ceed, by ballot, to the appointment of Officers to com- 
mand the Regular Forces to be raised for the defence and 
protection of this Colony. 

Ordered^ That the Members of this Convention do im- 
mediately prepare tickets to be put into the ballot-box, 
with the name of the person to command the First Regi- 
ment ; which being accordingly done, Mr. Robert Carter 
Nicholas, Mr. Charles Carter, of Lancaster, Mr. Laivson, 
and Mr. Dand ridge, were appointed a Committee to ex- 
amine the ballot-box, and report to the Convention upon 
whom the majority falls. The Committee then withdrew, 
and, after some time, reported that they had, according to 
order, examined the ballot-box, and that the numbers ap- 
peared as follows : 

For Hugh Mercer, Esq., - - - 41 

• ! Patrick Henry, Esq., - - - 40 

Thomas Nelson, Esq., ... 8 

William Woodford, Esq., - - 1 

The _question being then put, whether the said Hugh 
Mercer or Patrick Henry, Esquires, upon whom the great- 
est 'numbers fell on the ballot, should be appointed to com- 
mind the said Regiment, the majority appeared in favour 
of Patrick Henry, Esquire. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Patrick Henry, Esq., 
be appointed Colonel of the said First Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, in the same manner, 
to the appointment of a Colonel to command the Second 
Regiment ; and it appearing, from the report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine the ballot-box, that there was 
a majority in the Convention in favour of Thomas Nelson, 
Esquire, 

Re.sqlp&d, That the said Thomas Nelson, Esq., be ap- 
pointed Colonel to the said Second Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, in the same manner, 
to tfie appointment of a Colonel to command the Third 
Regiment ; and it appearing, from the report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to examine the ballot-box, that the num- 
bers stood as follows : 

For William Woodford, Esq., - - 44 
William Christian, Esq., - - 36 
Hugh Mercer, Esq., ... 8 

The question was then put, whether the said William 
Woodford or William Christian, on whom the greatest 
numbers fell on the ballot, should be appointed to com- 
mand the said Regiment, the majority appeared in favour 
of William Woodford, Esquire. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said William Woodford, 
Esquire, be appointed Colonel of the said Third Regi- 
ment. 

Resolved, That the further appointment of Officers be 
postponed till Wednesday next. 

A Letter and Deposition upon the subject of Indian 
Affairs were hud before the Convention and read. 

Ordered, That the said Letter and Deposition do lie on 
the table, for the perusal of the Members. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for paying the Delegates of this and two former Conven- 
tions the same^ wages as are allowed the Burgesses of this 
Colony, and that Mr. Henry Lee do prepare and bring in 
the same. 

Resohfd, That this Convention doth applaud the zeal 



of the gentlemen Officers and Volunteers in the City of 
Williamsburgh, and do recommend that they keep them- 
selves on the defensive, exerting their utmost endeavours 
and vigilance to discover and defeat any hostile attempts of 
the enemies of this Country. 

Adjourned till Monday, nine o'clock. 

Mond.iy, August 7, 1773. 

Resolved, That this Convention will proceed, on Friday 
next, to the appointment of Deputies to represent this Co- 
lony in General Congress, and that such appointment be 
made by ballot. 

Resolved, That John Ncavill be directed to march with 
his Company of one hundred men, and take possession of 
Fort Pitt, and that the said Company be in the pay of this 
Colony from the time of their marching. 

Ordered, That Elward Sniggars he employed to fur- 
nish Provisions for the Forces under John Neavill, directed 
to march to, and take possession of Fort Pitt. 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Committee 
ordered to prepare an Ordinance for regulating the election 
of Delegates and Committees, in the several Counties and 
Corporations in this Colony, to receive a clause, or clauses, 
for settling the allowances to Delegates in future, and for 
their attendance at former Conventions. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to prepare an 
Ordinance for paying the Delegates for their attendance, at 
this and two former Conventions, be discharged from pre- 
paring such Ordinance. 

Resolved, That the Convention will, on Thursday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee, to take under their con- 
sideration the state of the Colony. 

Adjourned till to-inorrow, nine o'clock. 

Tunsday, August 8, 1775. 

A Letter from the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, Esq., 
President of the Convention of the Province of Maryland, 
in answer to a Letter from the President of this Conven- 
tion, enclosing the Resolution entered into the fourth day of 
July last, to prevent the exportation of Flour, Wheat, or 
other Grain, or Provisions of any kind, from this Colony, 
to any part of the world, from and after the fifth day of this 
month, was laid before the Convention and read; and it 
appearing that the Convention of Maryland will not come 
into a similar Resolution, and that the good purposes in- 
tended by the said Resolution cannot be effected without a 
general agreement of the neighbouring Provinces: 

Resolved, therefore, That t lie abovementioned Resolu- 
tion of this Convention, for the non-exportation of Flour, 
Wheat, or other Grain, and Provisions, be repealed and 
rescinded. 

Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, from the persons appointed 
to prepare and bring in an Ordinance for raising and em- 
bodying a sufficient Force for the defence and protection of 
this Colony, presented to the Convention, according to 
order, the said Ordinance ; which was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time. 

The Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient 
Force for the defence and protection of this Colony, was 
read a second time and ordered to be committed. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, August 9, 1775. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for raising a suf- 
ficient Force for the defence and protection of this Colony, 
being read, the Convention accordingly resolved itself into 
the said Committee; and after some, time spent therein, 
Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Bland reported 
that the Committee had, according to order, had under their 
consideration the Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this Colo- 
ny, but not having time to go through tlie same, had di- 
rected him to move for leave to sit again. 
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Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day for a call of the Convention, and 
for the appointment of Officers, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Patrick Henry, Edmund Pendleton, Benjamin Harri- 
son, and Thomas Jefferson, E-quires, appeared in Conven- 
tion and took their seats ; and the gentlemen appointed to 
represent their Counties, during their necessary absence, 
retired. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pendleton, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Hen- 
ry, aw] Mr. Jefferson, be added to the Committee appoint- 
ed to take into consideration the Governour's Proclamation, 
relative to granting Lands In this Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



lony, be immediately sent for, and applied by the Deputies 
appointed to represent this Colony in General Congress in 
such manner as they shall judge most for the interest of 
this Colony. 

Mr. Henry Pendleton, a Member for the County of 
Culpepper, appeared in Convention, and took his seat. 

Lewis Bur-well, Esq., a Member for the County of 
Gloucester, appeared in Convention, and took his seat. 

The Older of the Day, for the Convention to proceed 
to the appointment of Officers to command the Regular 
Forces to be raised for the defence and protection of this 
Colony, being read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, proceed 
to the said appointments. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



Thursday, August 10, 1775. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for 
raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence 
and protection of this Colony; and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Bland 
reported, that the Committee had, according to order, had 
under their consideration the stale of the Colony, but not 
having time to go through the same, had directed him to 
move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into the said Committee. 

The Order of the Day for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, being 
read, the Convention accordingly resolved itself into the 
said Committee ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Bland reported, that 
the Committee had, according to order, had under their 
consideration the state of the Colony, but not having time 
to go through the same, had directed him to move for leave 
to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee to take into their further considera- 
tion the state of the Colony. 

A Memorial of Charles Duncan, of the Town of Bland- 
ford, Merchant, was presented to the Convention, and 
read ; setting forth, that he had, for some years past, had 
a Store in the County of Brunswick, on account of him- 
self and others, his partners, which had for some time past 
been under the care and management of Thomas Craw- 
ford, who had always been in the esteem of his customers 
and acquaintances, and has, ever since the unhappy dispute 
with Great Britain, endeavoured to conduct himself in 
such a manner as to avoid giving cause of offence to any 
of the inhabitants of this Colony, and has also endeavour- 
ed, as far as in him lay, to conform to the regulations of 
the General Congress and Convention of this Colony; 
that, under these circumstances, he hoped he should have 
been allowed to transact business, and conduct his own 
affairs in quiet and security, without being called upon or 
compelled to enlist as soldiers, or take part in any military 
regulations, other than such as were prescribed by the laws 
of the Colony or the recommendation of the Convention ; 
but that such was the unhappy situation of himself, his 
partners, and servants, in the County of BrunsivicJc, 
that they have been called upon, by the gentlemen who 
command the Volunteer Company in the said County, to 
enlist as soldiers therein, under pain of incurring the dis- 
pleasure of the said Company, and of being treated as 
enemies to the Country, with no other alternative left 
them than either to desert the property and interest which 
they have in the said County, or remain (herein to protect 
the same at the hazard of all that is dear and valuable to 
freemen and good citizens ; and praying that this Conven- 
tion would take the same 7 into consideration, and do therein 
as should appear just and reasonable. 

Ordered, That the President be desired to write to the 
Commanding Officers of the said Company, requiring them 
to desist from a further prosecution of the measures men- 
tioned in the said Memorial. 

On a motion made, Resolved, That the Powder pur- 
chased by Patrick Henry, Esq., for the use of this Co- 



Friday, August 11, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Walker and Mr. John 
Walker have leave to be absent from the service of this 
Convention for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. Richard Henry Lee appeared in Convention, and 
took his seat", as a Member for the County of Westmore- 
land. 

A Letter from the Officers of the Volunteer Companies 
in Hilliamsburgh was presented to the Convention, and 
read ; setting forth, that they had seized a Vessel outward 
bound, laden with Bread and Flour ; that the Captain in- 
formed them that the Convention had come to a Resolu- 
tion posterior to that by which the exportation of Grain 
and Provision was stopped after the filth instant, and had 
allowed a dec export till the time limited by the General 
Congress; that, under these circumstances, they applied 
themselves to the Convention for information, and request- 
ed certain directions by which they might regulate their 
conduct on similar occasions. 

Resolved, That the President be desired to write to the 
Officers of the said Volunteer Companies, informing them 
that the Convention is well pleased vviih the zeal they have 
shown on this occasion to carry into execution their Reso- 
lutions ; that it is true, as the Captain had informed them, 
that the Convention had rescinded their former Resolution, 
in consequence of a Letter from Maryland, by which they 
were informed that that Province could not come into a 
similar one. • 

On a motion made, Ordered, That the Commissioners 
appointed by the House of Burgesses to examine, stale, 
and settle the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out 
into actual service, do also state and report the case of 
such wounded Soldiers and poor Widows and Orphans as 
may have suffered by the late expedition against the In- 
dians. 

The Convention being about to proceed to the choice of 
Deputies to represent this Colony in General Congress, 
Edmund Pendleton, Esq., expressed his most grateful 
acknowledgments for the honour done him in two former 
appointments to that important trust, but, on account of the 
declining suite of his health, entreated to be excused from 
the present nomination ; which excuse being accepted, 

Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks of this Con- 
vention are justly due to his Excellency George Washing- 
ton, Esq., Patrick Henry, and Edmund Pendleton, Es- 
quires, three of the worthy Deputies who represented this 
Colony in the late Continental Congress, for their faithful 
discharge of that important trust ; and this body are only 
induced to dispense with their future services, of the like 
nature, by the appointment of the two former to other 
offices in the publick service, incompatible with their 
attendance on this, and the infirm state of health of the 
latter, 

Mr. President accordingly delivered the Thanks of this 
Convention to Mr. Henry and Mr. Pendleton in their 
places, who expressed the great pleasure they received 
from this distinguished testimony of their Country's appro- 
bation of their services. 

Resolved, That the President be desired to transmit the 
Thanks of this Convention, by Letter, to his Excellency 
General Washington. ... ..,..., . 

The Convention then proceeded, according to the Order 



379 



VIRGINIA CONVENTION, AUGUST, 1775. 



380 



of the Day, to the appointment of Deputies to represent 
this Colony in General Congress for one year ; and the 
Members having prepared tickets with t he names of the 
Deputies to be appointed, and put the same into the bal- 
lot-box, Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, Mr. Cary, Mr. Pen- 
dleton, and Mr. Adams, were appointed a Committee to 
examine the ballot-box, and report upon whom the ma- 
jority fell ; who retired, and after some time, returned into 
Convention, and reported, that they had, according to 
order, examined the ballot-box, and that the numbers 
appeared as follows : 

For Peyton Randolph, Esq., ----- 89 
Richard Henry Lee, Esq., - - - - 88 
Thomas Jefferson, Esq., ----- 85 
Benjamin Harrison, Esq., - - - - 83 
Thomas Nelson, Esq., ----- 66 
Richard Bland, Esq., ------ 61 

George Wythe, Esq., 58 

Resolved, That the said Peyton Randolph, Richard 
Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Tho- 
mas Nelson, Richard Bland, and George Wythe, Esquires, 
be appointed Deputies to represent this Colony in General 
Congress for one year; and that they have power to meet 
and adjourn for such time, and to such place or places, as 
may be thought most proper. 

Resolved, That the said Deputies, or any four of them, 
be a sufficient number to represent this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. George Mason and Mr. Harvie be 
added to the Committee appointed to inquire into the Pe- 
titions of William, Preston, Gentleman, and the Committee 
of the County of Fincaslle. 

The Orders of the Day, for the Committee to proceed 
to the appointment of Officers to command the Regular 
Forces to be raised for the defence and protection of this 
Colony, Tor the Convention to resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee on the state of the Colony, and for a call of the 
Convention, being read, 

Resolved, That the call of the Convention be postponed 
till to-morrow; and that the Convention will then proceed 
to the appointment of the said Officers, and resolve itself 
into a Committee on the state of the Colony. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for rais- 
ing a sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this 
Colony; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Bland reported, that the Com- 
mittee had, according to order, had under their considera- 
tion the Ordinance for raising a sufficient Force for the 
defence and protection of this Colony, but not having time 
to go through the same, had directed him to move for leave 
to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into the said Committee, to take into their further 
consideration the Ordinance for raising and embodying a 
sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this Co- 
lony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Saturday, August 12, 1775. 

Richard Bland, Esq., returned the Convention his most 
grateful acknowledgments for the great honour they had 
been pleased a third time to confer on him, by appointing 
him one of the Deputies to represent this Colony in General 
Congress, and said this fresh instance of their approbation 
was sufficient for an old man, almost deprived of sight, 
whose greatest ambition had ever been to receive the 
plaudit of his Country, whenever he should retire from 
the publick stage of life ; that the honourable testimony 
he lately received of this approbation, joined with his pre- 
sent appointment, should ever animate him, as far as he 
was able, to support the glorious cause in which America 
was now engaged ; but that his advanced age rendered him 
incapable of taking an active part in these weighty and im- 
portant concerns, which must necessarily be agitated in the 
great Council of the United Colonies, and therefore beg- 
ging leave to decline the honour they had been pleased to 
confer on him, and desiring that some person more fit and 
able might supply his place. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Thanks of this Con- 



vention are justly due to the said Richard Bland, Esq., 
one of the worthy Deputies who represented this Colony 
in the late Continental Congress, for his faithful discbarge 
of that important trust ; and this body are only induced to 
dispense with his future services, of the like nature, on 
account of his advanced age. 

The President accordingly delivered the Thanks of the 
Convention to the said Richard Bland, Esq., in his place, 
who expressed the great pleasure he received from this 
distinguished testimony of his Country's approbation of his 
services. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Tuesday next, 
proceed to the appointment of a Deputy to represent this 
Colony in the room of the said Richard Bland, Esq. 

Mr. Gary, from the persons appointed, presented to the 
Convention, according to order, an Ordinance for regula- 
ting the election of Delegates and ascertaining their allow- 
ances, and also for regulating the election of Committee- 
Men in the several Counties and Corporations within this 
Colony, and for other purposes therein mentioned ; and 
the same was read the first time, and ordered to be read a 
second time. 

A Letter from the Officers of the Volunteer Companies 
in Williamsburgk was presented to the Convention, and 
read ; setting forth, that the bearer, Mr. John Farquhar- 
son, had supplied the Troops under their command with 
all kinds of Vegetables, and they had conceived an exceed- 
ing good opinion of him, and hoped he would meet with 
the favour and approbation of the Convention. 

Ordered, That the said Letter do lie on the table. 

An Ordinance for regulating the election of Delegates 
and ascertaining their allowances, and also for regulating 
the election of Committee-Men in the several Counties 
and Corporations within this Colony, and" for other pur- 
poses therein mentioned, was read a second time, and 
ordered to be committed. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Members from the County of Frederick informed 
the Convention, that some gentlemen in their County had 
purchased a number of Rifles, and a quantity of Gunpow- 
der, at a low rate, which they were willing and proposed 
to deliver up, for the use of the publick, at the same price 
at which those articles had been purchased by them. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bland, Mr. Pendleton, Mr. Henry, 
Mr. Cary, and Mr. Richard Henry Lee, be a Committee 
to examine and state the said proposition, and report the 
same, together with their opinion thereupon, to the Con- 
vention. 

Resolved, That the Resolution of this Convention, di- 
recting the Committees of the several Counties to appoint 
Officers, and to have fifty Men immediately enlisted in each 
County, be rescinded ; and that where any Officers have 
been appointed and Men enlisted, in pursuance of the said 
Resolution, they be immediately disbanded. 

Resolved, That the Officers so appointed, and Men so 
enlisted, be in the pay of this Colony from the time of their 
appointment and enlistment to the time of their being dis- 
banded. 

Ordered, That Mr. Adams, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Car- 
rington, Mr. Pendleton, and Mr. Mayo, be a Committee 
to examine, state, and report the claims of such Officers 
and Men who shall apply to them for that purpose ; and 
that the Committee appointed by the House of Burgesses 
to examine, stale, and settle the claims of the Militia lately 
drawn out into actual service, do also examine, state, and 
settle the claims of such Officers and Men as may have 
been appointed and enlisted under the former Resolution, 
in the Counties of Frederick and Augusta. 

Mr. Zanc, from the persons appointed, presented, ac- 
cording to order, an Ordinance for appointing Commission- 
ers to settle the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out 
into actual service, and for making provision to pay the 
same; which was read the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, re- 
solved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and pro- 
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teetion of this Colony; nnd after some time spent therein, 
Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Robert Carter 
Nicholas reported, that the Committee had, according to 
order, had under their consideration the said Ordinance, 
but not having time to go through the same, had directed 
him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into the said Committee. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
to encourage the making Saltpetre, Gunpowder, Lead, the 
refining Sulphur, and providing Arms for the use of the 
Colony; and that Mr. Richard Henry Lee, Mr. Henry, 
Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, Mr. Cary, Mr. Lynch, and 
Mr. Pendleton, do prepare and bring in the same. 

The Order of the Day, for a call of the Convention, 
and for the appointment of Officers to command the Re- 
gular Forces to be raised for the defence of this Colony, 
being read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
proceed to the appointment of the said Officers ; and that 
the order for the call of the Convention be put off till 
Tuesday next. 

Adjourned till Monday, nine o'clock. 



Monday, August 14, 1775. 

The Convention being informed that Lord Dunmore 
was meditating an hostile march, with an Armed Force, to 
attack the City of Williamsburgh, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the said City, and 
the Committees of York and James City, be desired to pay 
particular attention to the subject; and if Lord Dunmore, 
or any other person, shall land, or attempt to land, any 
Armed Troops in their neighbourhood, that they imme- 
diately request the assistance of the Volunteer Companies 
now in that City to repel such Troops by force ; and, if 
need be, to call in the assistance of the Volunteer Compa- 
nies, or Militia, for effecting that purpose. 

A Resolution of the General Congress, recommending 
the making of Saltpetre, and several methods which had 
been practised with success, was laid before the Conven- 
tion, and ordered to be referred to the Committee appoint- 
ed to bring in an Ordinance to encourage the making Salt- 
petre, Gunpowder, Lead, the refining Sulphur, and pro- 
viding Arms for the use of the Colony. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence 
and protection of this Colony ; and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Robert 
Carter Nicholas reported, that the Committee had, accord- 
ing to order, had under their consideration the Ordinance 
for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence 
and protection of this Colony, and had made a further 
progress therein, but not having time to go through the 
same, had directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That tills Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

Ordered, That Mr. Nelson have leave of absence from 
the service of this Convention for the remainder of the ses- 
sion. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to proceed 
to the appointment of Officers to command the Regular 
Forces to be raised for the defence and protection of this 
Colony; for the Convention to resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee on the Ordinance for regulating the election of 
Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for 
regulating the election of Committee-Men in the several 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned ; and for the Convention to re- 
solve itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony — 
being read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance, and will on 
Wednesday next proceed to the appointment of the said 
Officers. 

Ordered, That Mr. Richard Henry Lee be added to 
the Committee appointed to inquire into the Petition of 



William Preston, Gentleman, and the Petition from the 
Committee of the County of Fin castle. 
Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



Tuesday, August 15, 1775. 

On a motion made, Resolved, That Robert Carter Nich- 
olas, Esq., be directed to pay the Officers and Soldiers of 
the two Rifle Companies sent from the Counties of Fre- 
derick and Berkley to serve in the Continental Army, 
such sums of Money, out of the publick Treasury, as will 
make their pay equal to the pay of the Officers of the like 
rank, and Soldiers, who were on the late Indian Expe- 
dition commanded by Lord Dunmore, including the pay 
allowed by the Continental Congress. 

Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, from the Committee to 
whom the Petitions of the Surveyor and Committee of the 
County of Fincastle, and a Proclamation of Lord Dun- 
more, dated the 8th of May, 1775, were referred, reported, 
that they had had the same under their consideration, and 
had come to the following Resolution thereupon ; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same was again twice read, and unani- 
mously agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That until the Committee appointed by the 
Convention in March last, to inquire whether the King 
may of right advance the terms of granting Lands in this 
Colony, shall have made their report, the recommendation 
then made, that all persons should forbear to purchase or 
accept grants of Lands under the late instructions from the 
Governour, be observed ; and that, in the mean time, all 
Surveyors be, and they are hereby directed to make no 
Surveys under the said instructions, nor pay any regard to 
the said Proclamation. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, proceeded to the appointment of a Deputy to repre- 
sent this Colony in General Congress, in the room of 
Richard Bland, Esq., who hath declined the said appoint- 
ment ; and the Members having prepared tickets with the 
name of the Deputy to be appointed, and put the same 
into the ballot-box, Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, Mr. 
Pendleton, Mr. Henry, Mr. George Mason, and Mr. Cary, 
were apppointed a Committee to examine the ballot-box, 
and report on whom a majority fell, who retired, and after 
some time returned into Convention, and reported that the 
numbers on the ballot stood as follows: 

For Francis Lighifoot Lee, Esq., - - - - 37 

Carter Braxton, Esq., ------ 36 

John Banister, Esq., ...... ] 

George Mason, Esq., 1 

And the question being then put, whether the said 
Francis Lightfoot Lee, or the said Carter Braxton, who 
appeared to have the greatest numbers on the ballot, should 
be appointed a Deputy to represent this Colony in Gene- 
ral Congress, the majority appeared in favour of the said 
Francis Lighifoot Lee, Esq. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Francis Lightfoot 
Lee, Esq., be appointed a Deputy to represent this Colo- 
ny in General Congress. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for the election 
of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for 
regulating the election of Committee-Men in the several 
Counties and Corporations in this Colony, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned, being read, 

The Convention accordingly resolved itself into the said 
Committee; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas 
reported, that the Committee had, according to order, had 
under their consideration the said Ordinance, and had made 
a considerable progress therein, but not having time to go 
through the same, had directed him to move for leave to 
sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance, 

The Orders of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the state of the Colony, and on 
the Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient Forjje 
for the defence and protection of this Colony, being read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resojte 
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itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance, and on the 
state of tlte Colon)'. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



Wednesday, August 1G, 1775. 

An Address from the Baptists in this Colony was pre- 
sented to the Convention, and read ; setting forth, that 
however distinguished from the body of their countrymen, 
by appellatives and sentiments of a religious nature, they 
nevertheless consider themselves as members of the same 
community in respect to matters of a civil nature, and em- 
barked in the same common cause ; that, alarmed at the 
oppression which hangs over America, they had considered 
what part it would be proper to take in the unhappy contest, 
and had_ determined that in some cases it was lawful to go 
to war, arid* that they ought to make a military resistance 
against Great Britain in her unjust invasion, tyrannical 
oppressions and repeated hostilities ; that their brethren 
were left at discretion to enlist, without incurring the 
censure" of their religious community; and, under these 
circumstances, many of them had enlisted as soldiers, and 
many more were ready to do so, who had an earnest 
desire their Ministers should preach to them during the 
campaign; that they had therefore appointed four of their 
brethren to make application to this Convention for the 
liberty of preaching to the Troops at convenient times, 
without molestation or abuse, and praying the same may 
be granted" them. 

Resolved; That it be an instruction to the Commanding 
Officers of the Regiments or Troops to be raised, that they 
permit dissenting Clergymen to celebrate divine worship, 
and to preach to the Soldiers, or exhort, from time to time, 
as the various operations of the military service may per- 
mit, for"tEe*ease of such scrupulous consciences as may not 
choose to attend divine service as celebrated by the 
Chaplain. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the state of the 
Colony; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas re- 
pdrted, that the Committee had, according to order, had 
under their consideration the state of the Colony, and had 
come'td several Resolutions thereupon, which he read in 
his place, ana then delivered in at the Clerk's table, where 
the same were again twice read, and agreed to, as fol- 
lows : 

Resolved, That for the more effectual carrying into 
execution the several Rules and Regulations established 
by this Convention, for the defence and protection of this 
Colony, a Committee of Safety be appointed, to consist 
of eleven Members, to be chosen by ballot, by the Mem- 
bers of this Convention, who are to continue to the next 
silting of the Convention, or for one year, in case the Con- 
vention shall not meet within that time. 

Resolved, That no Member of the Committee of Safety 
shall hold any military office whatsoever after the end of 
this session of the Convention. 

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, Mr. Henry, 
Mr. Richard Henry Lee, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Jefferson, 
be a Committee to prepare and bring in an Ordinance pur- 
suant to the said Resolutions. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
for establishing a General Test in this Colony, and that 
Mr. Parker and Mr. George Mason do prepare and bring 
in the sgme. 

A Letter from the Committee on the Western Waters 
of Augusta, enclosing several papers on the subject of 
Indian affairs, was laid before the Convention, read, and 
ordered to He on the table. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jefferson have leave of absence from 
the service of this Convention for the remainder of the 
session. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into" a Committee on the Ordinance for regulating the 
election of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances; and 
also for regulating the election of Committee-Men in the 
several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned ; for the Convention 



to proceed to the appointment of Officers to command 
the Regular Forces to be raised for the. defence and pro- 
lection of this Colony ; and for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for raising and 
embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and protection 
of this Colony — being read, 

Resolved, That the same be postponed till to-morrow. 

It being observed, with great concern, that the President 
was much indisposed, and that the time of his departure 
for the General Continental Congress was nearly approach- 
ing, it was unanimously recommended to him to retire for 
the present from the fatigues of the business of this Con- 
vention ; in which lie was pleased, though with reluctance, 
to acquiesce. 

It was then unanimously Resolved, That the Thanks of 
this Convention be presented to his Honour the President, for 
his unremitted attention lo the important interests of this 
Country, and his unwearied application to, and able, faith- 
ful, and impartial discharge of the duties of his office ; 
assuring him that he hath the warmest wishes of this Con- 
vention for a speedy return of health, and an uninterrupted 
enjoyment of every felicity. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Thursday, August 17, 1775. 

The Delegates being assembled, Edmund Pendleton, 
Esq., a Member for the County of Caroline, reminded 
them that the Honourable Peyton Randolph, Esq., having, 
in consequence of what was yesterday recommended to 
him by the Convention, retired, it became necessary that 
they should proceed to the choice of another President, to 
act in that office during his indisposition or absence ; and 
he recommended Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., as a 
gentleman in every respect qualified to fill that important 
office. Mr. Nicholas was then, by general consent, called 
to the chair ; and after being seated, arose and returned his 
thanks to the Convention for the honour they had been 
pleased to confer on him. Professions of unworthiness, 
he said, he considered as more trite than sincere, and 
therefore declined every thing of that kind ; but candour 
obliged him to acknowledge he felt the greatest diffidence 
in succeeding to an office lately filled by a worthy ger.tle- 
man, of confessed abilities, so much to his own honour, 
and so greatly to the advantage of this Convention. 

The President then reminded the Convention how nuich 
a due observance of order and decorum redounded to the 
honour and dignity of every society, and hoped a continu- 
ance of the same attention to those objects, which he had 
been hitherto happy to observe ; that, on his part, no 
endeavours should be wanting to justify their choice ; and 
that, on all occasions, he should conduct himself with the 
utmost impartiality. 

Ordered, That Mr. Thornton and Mr. Harvie have 
leave of absence from the service of this Convention for 
the remainder of the session. 

The Convention then proceeded, by ballot, to the 
appointment of the Committee of Safety ; and the Mem- 
bers having prepared tickets with the names of eleven per- 
sons to be of the said Committee, and put the same into 
the ballot-box, Mr. Richard Henry Lee, Mr. Henry, Mr. 
Harrison, and Mr. Jefferson, were appointed a Committee 
to examine the same, and report on whom the majority fell: 
who retired, and after some time returned into Conven- 
tion, and reported, that the numbers stood as follows : 
For Edmund Pendleton, Esq., - - - - 77 

George Mason, Esq., ----- 72 

John Page, Esq., ------ 70 

Richard Bland, Esq., - - - - - 66 

Thomas Ludivell Lee, Esq., - - - 63 
Paul Carrington, Esq., ----- 54 

Dudley Digges, Esq., ----- 42 

William Cabell, Esq., 39 

Carter Braxton, Esq., - - - - - 38 
James Mercer, Esq., ------ 38 

John Tabb, Esq., - 36 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Edmund Pendleton, 
George Mason, John Page, Richard Bland, Thomas 
Ludivell Lee, Paul Carrington, Dudley Digges, William 
Cabell, Carter Braxton, James Mercer, and John Tabb, 
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Esquires, be appointed Members of the said Committee of 
Safety. 

Resolved, That William Woodford, Esq., be appointed 
Colonel to the second Regiment of Regular Forces to be 
raised for the defence and protection of this Colony, in the 
room of Thomas Nelson, Esq., who hath declined the said 
appointment. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
proceeded, by ballot, to the appointment of a Lieutenant- 
Colonel to the First Regiment ; and the Members of the 
Convention having prepared tickets with the name of the 
person to be appointed, and put the same into the ballot- 
box, Mr. George Mason, Mr. Thomas Ludwell Lee, Mr. 
Banister, and Mr. Holt, were appointed a Committee to 
examine the ballot-box, and report on whom the majority 
falls ; and it appearing, from their report, that there was a 
majority of the whole Convention in favour of William 
Christian, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said William Christian 
be appointed Lieutenant-Colonel to the said First Regi- 
ment. 

The Convention proceeded, in the same manner, to the 
appointment of a Lieutenant-Colonel to the Second Regi- 
ment; and it appearing, from the report of the Committee, 
that there was a majority of the whole Convention in 
favour of Charles Scott, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Charles Scott be 
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel to the Second Regiment. 

The Convention proceeded, in the same manner, to the 
appointment of a Major to the First Regiment; and it 
appearing, from the report of the Committee appointed 
to examine the ballot-box, that the numbers stood as 
follows : 

For Francis Eppes, Esq., ----- 39 
Alexander Spotswood, Esq., - - - 20 
George Matthews, Esq., ... - 12 
Alexander McClanahan, Esq., - - - 9 

The question was then put, whether the said Francis 
Eppes, or the said Alexander Spotsivood, on whom the 
greatest numbers full on the ballot, should be appointed 
Major to the First Regiment ; the majority appeared in 
favour of Francis_ Eppes, Esq. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Francis Eppes be 
appointed Major to the said First Regiment. 

The Convention then proceeded, in the same manner, to 
the appointment of a Major of the Second Regiment; and 
it appearing, from the report of the Committee appointed 
to examine the ballot-box, that the numbers stood as 
follows : 

For Alexander Spotswood, Esq., - - - 31 
George Matthews, Esq., - - - - 15 
Alexander McClanahan, Esq., - - - 13 
William Grayson, Esq., ----- 12 

The question was then put, whether the said Alexander 
Spotswood, or the said George Matthews, on whom the 
greatest numbers fell on the ballot, should be appointed 
Major to the Second Regiment ; the majority appeared in 
favour of Alexander Spotswood, Esq. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Alexander Spots- 
ivood be appointed Major to the said Second Regiment. 

The Convention proceeded, in the same manner, to the 
appointment of an Adjutant-General ; and it appearing, 
from the report of the Committee appointed to examine 
the ballot-box, that there was a majority of the whole Con- 
vention in favour of Thomas Bullitt, Esq., 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Thomas Bullitt be 
appointed Adjutant-General. 

The Order of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for regulating the 
election of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and 
also for regulating the election of Committee-Men in the 
several Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and 
for other purposes therein mentioned ; and for the Conven- 
tion to resolve itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for 
raising and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence 
and protection of this Colony — rbeing read, 

Resolved, That the Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinances. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock 
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Friday, August 18, 1775. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for raising 
and embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and pro- 
tection of this Colony; and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Harrison report- 
ed, that the Committee had, according to order, had under 
their consideration the Ordinance for raising and embody- 
ing a sufficient Force for the defence and protection of 
this Colony, and had gone through the same, and made 
several amendments thereto, which he read in his place, 
and then delivered in at the Clerk's table. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the said amendments 
be postponed till to-morrow. 

The Order of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for the election 
of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for 
regulating the election of Committee-Men in the several 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned— being read, 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



Saturday, August 19, 1775. 
The amendments to the Ordinance for raising and 
embodying a sufficient Force for the defence and protec- 
tion of this Colony, yesterday reported by the Committee, 
were twice read, and on the question severally put thereon, 
agreed to by the Convention. 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance, with the amend- 
ments, be fairly transcribed, and read a third time. 

Mr. Cary, from the persons appointed, presented to the 
Convention, according to order, an Ordinance for appoint- 
ing a Committee of Safety, for the more effectual carrying 
into execution the several Rules and Regulations establish- 
ed by this Convention for the protection of this Colony; 
and the same was read the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time. 

Mr. Cary, from the persons appointed, presented to the 
Convention, according to order, an Ordinance to encourage 
the making of Saltpetre, Gunpowder, Lead, the refining of 
Sulphur, and providing Arms for the use of this Colony; 
and the same was read the first time, and ordered to be 
read a second time. 

An Ordinance for appointing a Committee of Safety, for. 
the more effectual carrying into execution the several • 
Rules and Regulations established by this Convention for 
the protection of this Colony, was read a seconcTtime, and 
ordered to be committed. 

Resolved, That the Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

An Ordinance to encourage the making of Saltpetre, 
Gunpowder, Lead, the refining of Sulphur, and providing 
Arms for the use of this Colony, was read a second time, 
and ordered to be committed. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

Mr. Mason, from the persons appointed, presented to 
the Convention, according to order, an Ordinance for 
establishing a General Test; which was read the first time, 
and ordered to be read a second time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gray and Mr. Faulcon have leave 
of absence from the service of this Convention for the 
remainder of the session. 

Ordered, That there be a call of the Convention on 
Monday next. 

An Ordinance for establishing a General Test was read 
a second time, and ordered to be committed. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Order of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for the election 
of Delegates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for 
regulating the election of Committee-Men in the several 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned — being read, 
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Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, 
resolve itself into the said Committee. 
Adjourned till Monday, nine o'clock. 

Monday, August 21, 1775. 

The Articles for the better government of the Forces to 
be raised and employed in the service of the Colony and 
Dominion of Virginia, which had passed through the seve- 
ral stages as part of the Ordinance for raising and embody- 
ing a sufficient Force for the defence and protection of this 
Colony, were separated therefrom, read a third time, and 
passed, under the title of " An Ordinance for the better 
government of the Forces to be raised and employed in the 
service of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia." 

An Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient 
Force for the defence and protection of this Colony having 
been Jairly transcribed, was read a third time, and the 
blanks therein filled up. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Banister, Mr. Lawson, Mr. WatJcins, 
and Mr. Holt, be appointed a Committee to draw up and 
report the forms of proper Commissions to be granted to 
the Officers oj" the Regular Forces, Minute-Men, and 
Militia of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Zane have leave to he absent from 
the service of this Convention for the remainder of the 
session. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do immediately send the Or- 
dinance for raising and embodying a sufficient Force for 
the defence and protection of this Colony to Mr. Alexan- 
der Pur die, and the Ordinance for the better government 
of the Forces to be raised and employed in the service of 
the Colony and Dominion of Virginia to Mr. John Pink- 
ney, requesting them to print five hundred copies thereof 
with all possible expedition. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for appointing a 
Committee of Safety, for the more effectual carrying into 
execution the several jrules and regulations established by 
this Convention for the protection of this Colony; to en- 
courage the making Saltpetre, Gunpowder, Lead, the 
refining Sulphur, and providing Aims for the use of this 
Colony; for the election of Delegates and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for regulating the election of 
Committee-Men in the several Counties and Corporations 
within this Colony, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned ; to establish a General Test ; and for a call of the 
Convention — being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 



Tuesday, August 22, 1775. 

A Letter from James Wood, Esq., on the subject of In- 
dian affairs, was laid before the Convention, read, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Whereas the quiet of this Colony will greatly depend 
upon the County Courts attending particularly to the sup- 
pression of all irregularities in their respective Counties ; 
and whereas the Courts held at Pittsburgh are by writs of 
adjournment, which renders it impossible to hold Courts. 
for suppression of irregularities or trial of criminals at 
Staunton, in East Augusta, when the adjournment is to 
Pittsburgh, and so vice versa .* 

Resolved, That the Courts at Staunton and Pittsburgh 
do proceed, in all matters relating to. keeping the peace 
and good behaviour, and in all criminal matters, as if they 
were distinct Counties. 

Ordered, That Mr. Richard Lee, Mr. Peyton, Mr. 
Clapham, Mr. Henry Lee, and Mr. Blackburn, have leave 
to be absent from the service of this Convention for the 
remainder of the session, they being necessarily called 
away, to settle the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out 
into actual service. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to examine, 
state, and settle the~ Accounts of the Militia lately drawn 
out into actual service do make a special Report of the 
expense of building and repairing Forts, which is not to be 



paid without the further order of the Convention or Assem- 
bly ; and that the said Committee do also make a strict 
inquiry for all the publick Muskets and Bayonets lately 
used in the expedition against the Indians, and cause the 
same to be sent to the Commander-in-Chief of the For- 
ces to be raised for the defence and protection of this 
Colony. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for ap- 
pointing a Committee of Safety, for the more effectual 
carrying into execution the several rules and regulations 
established by this Convention for the protection of this 
Colony; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Harrison reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had the said Ordinance 
under their consideration, and had gone through the same, 
and made several amendments th ereto , which he read in 
his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's table, 
where the same were again twice read, and, on the ques- 
tion severally put thereupon, agreed to by the Conven- 
tion. 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance, with the several 
amendments, be fairly transcribed, and read a third time. 

..The Convention then resolved itself into a Committee 
on the Ordinance for the election of Delegates and ascer- 
taining their allowances, and also for regulating the election 
of Committee-Men in the several C ount ies and Corpora- 
tions within this Colony, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Harrison reported, that 
the Committee had, according to order, had under their 
consideration the said Ordinance, and had made a consider- 
able progress therein ; but not having time to go through 
the same, had directed him to move ,for_.l£ave to_sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the. said Ordinance. 

The Orders of. the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances for.establishing 
a General Test ; to encourage the making Saltpetre, Gun- 
powder, Lead, the refining Sulphur, and providing Arms 
for the use of the Colony; and the Order of the Day for a 
call of the Convention — being read, 

Ordertd, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-mocrow, nitre o'clock. 

Wednesday, August 23, 1775. 

A Petition from the Freeholders, and In habitants of the 
County of Chesterfield was presented to the Convention, 
and read ; setting forth that, agreeable to the eleventh Re- 
solution of the Continental Congress, a Committee had 
been chosen in their County, very shortly after the said 
Resolution had been entered into ; that not many of the 
Freeholders attended the said election, as few persons had 
been associated, by which means some persons were cho- 
sen of the said Committee whom they could by no, means 
think proper ;. and as the Committee is now to transact 
matters of greater importance than was conceived at the 
time of their election, they prayed that the said Committee 
might be dissolved, and a new one chosen. 

Ordered, That the said Petition do lie on the table. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance 
for regulating the election of Delegates and ascertaining 
their allowances, and also for regulating the election of 
Committee-Men in the several Counties. anff Corporations 
within this Colony, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned ; and after some time spent therein, TVIr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr, Harrison reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had under their further 
consideration the said Ordinance, and had gone through the 
same, and made several amendments thereto,, which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the Clerk's 
table, where the same were again twice read, and on the 
question severally put thereon, agreed to by the Conven- 
tion. _ . 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance, together with the 
several amendments, be fairly transcribed, ancl read a third 
time. -■--.,-.- 

Ordered, That Mr. Lyne and Mr. Bassett have leave 
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to be absent from the service of this Convention for the 
remainder of the session. 

An Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to settle the 
Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into actual service, 
and for making provision to pay the same, was read a 
second time, and ordered to be committed. 

Resolved, That this Convention will immediately resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Convention accordingly resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee on the Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to 
settle the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into 
actual service, and for making provision to pay the same ; 
and after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Harrison reported, that the Committee 
had, according to order, had under their consideration the 
said Ordinance, and had made a considerable progress 
therein ; but not having time to go through the same, had 
directed him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Convention will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
ilself into a Committee on the Ordinances for establishing 
a General Test ; to encourage the making Saltpetre, Gun- 
powder, Lead, the refining Sulphur, and providing Arms 
ibr the use orthis Colony; and the Order of the Day for 
a call of the Convention — being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Thursday, August 24, 1775. 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for 
appointing Commissioners to settle the Accounts of the 
Militia lately drawn out into actual service, and for making 
provision to pay the same; and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Harri- 
son reported, that the Committee had, according to order, 
had under their consideration the said Ordinance, and had 
gone through the same, and made several amendments 
thereto, which he read in his place, and afterwards deliver- 
ed in at the Clerk's table, where the same were again 
twice read, and on the question severally put thereon, 
agreed to by the Convention. 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance, together with the 
several amendments, be fairly transcribed, and read a third 
time. 

An Ordinance appointing a Committee of Safety, for the 
more effectual carrying into execution the several rules and 
regulations established by this Convention for the protec- 
tion of this Colony, having been fairly transcribed, was 
read the third time, and the blanks therein filled up. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

The Orders of the Day — for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinances to encourage the 
making Saltpetre, Gunpowder, Lead, the refining Sulphur, 
and providing Arms for the use of this Colony; for estab- 
lishing a General Test ; and the Order of the Day for a call 
of the Convention — being read, 

Ordered, That the saine be put off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Friday, August 25, 1775. 
Ordered, That leave be given to bring in an Ordinance 
to provide for paying the expenses of the Delegates from 
this Colony to the General Congress, and that Mr. Pen- 
dleton an(l Mr. Mercer do prepare and bring in the same. 

Resohed, That no person whatsoever shall sell to any 
Non-C om missioned^DfficeT or Soldier in the regular ser- 
vice any kind of Spirituous Liquors, within a mile of the 
Head-Quarters, under the penalty of subjecting himself to 
every Tegulation prescribed for Sutlers. 

It appearing to the Convention, by a Receipt of Patrick 
Henry, Esq., and other testimony, that it was referred to 
them, at this meeting, to determine how much of the three 
hundred and thirty Pounds which had been received of the 
Receiver-General on the fourth of May last, to compen- 
sate for the Powder taken out of the Magazine by the 



Governour's orders, should be restored to the said Recei- 
ver-General, 

Resolved, (as the opinion of this Convention,) That 
sufficient proof being had of there being only fifteen half- 
barrels of Powder so taken by Lord Dunmore's order, that 
no more money should be retained than one hundred and 
twelve Pounds, ten Shillings, which we judge fully ade- 
quate to the payment of the said Powder, and that the 
residue of the said three hundred and thirty Pounds ought 
to be returned to the said Receiver-General ; and it is 
hereby directed to be paid to him by the Treasurer of this 
Colony. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this Conven- 
tion are justly due to the several Volunteer Companies in 
this Colony, for their zeal and attachment to the cause of 
American Liberty, manifested by their attention to the 
Resolutions of the last Convention, in arming and disci- 
plining themselves, and the readiness they have shown, 
upon all occasions, to defend their Country against the 
dangers with which it was threatened ; and that they be 
desired to exert themselves in promoting enlistments into 
the regular and minute service adopted by this Convention ; 
and it is recommended to the several District Committees 
to pay proper attention to the merit of the said Volunteers, 
in their choice of officers. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer do, from time to time, 
advance to the Members of the Committee of Safely fifteen 
Shillings per day, to defray their reasonable expenses 
during their attendance on duty. 

Mr. Pendleton, from the persons appointed to prepare 
and bring in an Ordinance to provide for paying the ex- 
penses of the Delegates from this Colony to the General 
Congress, presented to the Convention, according to order, 
the said Ordinance; which was read the first time, and 
ordered to be read a second time. 

An Ordinance for regulating the election of Delegates 
and ascertaining their allowances, and also for regulating 
the election of Committee-Men in the several Counties and 
Corporations within this Colony, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned, having been fairly transcribed, was read 
a third time. 

Resohed, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

An Ordinance to provide for paying the expenses of the 
Delegates from this Colony to the General Congress was 
read a second time, ordered to be fairly transcribed, and 
read a third time. 

An Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to settle the 
Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into actual service, 
and for making provision to pay the same, having been 
fairly transcribed, was read a third time. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

Ordered, That the title of the said Ordinance be, " An 
Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to settle the Ac- 
counts of the Militia lately drawn out into actual service, 
and for making provision to pay the same, as well as the 
expense of raising and providing for the Forces and Min- 
ute-Men directed to be embodied for the defence of this 
Colony." 

An Ordinance to provide for paying the expenses of the 
Delegates from this Colony to the General Congress, hav- 
ing been fairly transcribed, was read a third time, and the 
blanks therein filled up. 

Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 

The Order of the Day, for the Convention to resolve 
itself into a Committee on the Ordinance for establishing a 
General Test, being read, 

Ordered, That the same be put off till the first day of 
the next Convention. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committees 
of the several Counties and Corporations in this Colony, 
to call all Collectors and Receivers of Fines heretofore 
imposed by any Court-Martial, and all other persons who 
have any Money in their hands arising from such Fines, to 
an immediate account for the same, and, after paying any 
arrears which may be due for Arms or Trophies formerly 
purchased, apply any such Money for providing Arms and 
Ammunition for the use of their respective Counties and 
Corporations, in such manner as they shall think best. 
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Mr. Adams, from the Committee appointed to examine, 
state, and report the Claims of such Officers and Men as 
bad been appointed and enlisted pursuant to a former Re- 
solution, reported, that they had examined the Claims of 
the Officers and Soldiers in the County of Chesterfield, 
and that it appeared to them that the said Officers were 
chosen by the Committee of the said County, and directed 
t o r a ise the M en, in consequence of which they were ac- 
cordingly enlisted, and are entitled to pay as follows : 
To John Markham ± Captain, four days, at 6s. - £1 4 
To William Black, Lieutenant, four days, at 4s. - 16 
To George Hancock, Ensign, four days, at 3s. - 12 
To Thomas Bevinton and Matthew Fowler, Ser- 
geants, four days each, at 2s. - ------- 16 

To thirty-three Privates, four days each, at Is. 4d. 8 16 
To five Privates, three days each, at Is. Ad. - - 10 

■; -.;■-. '■':;. v;t ;■-;:...■■ £13 4 



Resphed, That the Treasurer do pay the said thirteen 
Pounds and four Shillings, agreeable to the foregoing Re- 
port. 

Whereas, by a Resolution of the Convention held in the 
month of March last, the several Courts in this Colony 
were directed to proceed to give judgments against Sheriffs 
and other Collectors, for Money or Tobacco received by 
them ; and it is represented to this Convention, that seve- 
raLSherijflsjln order to evade paying the Money received 
on executions levied by them, refuse to return such exe- 
cutions : 

Resolved, therefore, That it be recommended to the 
SeVeWl Courts of Justice in this Colony to put in execu- 

'*n JMWMfttiHHMianHfi^ BMi^rnf 1 i .flit » li ■ 1 1 irs :::'*' V. . I .... 

tion the laws now in force to compel the Sheriffs to return 
executions,^atrd_to call ah pub] ick creditors to account. 
. . A Petit i on_of.su n dry Merchants and others, natives of 
Gnat Driiain, and resident in this Colony, was presented 
to the Contention, and read ; setting forth, that being 
chiefly agents, factors, and persons who from their youth 
have been Tjred up to ancT employed in commerce, they 
have at no time interfered with the civil institutions of the 
Country, but have always acted in conformity to the laws, 
under which they have enjoyed the best security for their 
persons and property; that with this experience of the 
protection derived fiom salutary laws, as well as from the 
happy intercourse they have enjoyed with the inhabitants, 
many of them had formed connections of the most endear- 
ing nature, and had invested considerable portions of their 
property in real estates, with a view of continuing their 
residence among a people with whom they had hitherto 
lived in much harmony; that their fears were much awa- 
kened, from the ill-grounded prejudices which they are in- 
formed actuate the minds of some of the people of this 
Colony against them, as a body who are not natives of the 
land— a circumstance which, being accidental, cannot be 
imputed to them as a fault, and therefore hoping to stand 
in the same light with other subjects who conform to the 
laws ; that they are very sensible the unhappy differences 
subsisting between the Parent State and her Colonies have 
given rise to distinctions to their prejudice amongst the 
natives of the Country, and excited jealousies of them which 
otherwise. had never existed; that, discriminated from \he 
rest of the soc iety, and placed in a suspicious point of 
view, they presume to lay before this Convention the hard- 
ships of their situation, and, in the sincerity of their hearts, 
declare that they hold the people of this Colony in the 
highest estimation as friends and fellow-subjects ; and that, 
in war or peace, they will cheerfully contribute, with them, 
to the exigencies of their common state; that in all inter- 
nal commotions or insurrections, they pledge their faith, at 
the;dsk of their lives and fortunes, jointly with their fellow- 
subjects of this Colony, to defend the Country ; and that 
in cssejjLan__aiLack__frojB the Troops of Great Britain, 
they will no t ai d in any manner, or communicate intelli- 
gence to therrTby letter or otherwise ; that they beg leave 
to assure this Convention they wish not an exemption from 
the hardships and burdens to which the people of this 
Count ry are expo sed, frornthe civil contest subsisting with 
the Parent State, but are willing and ready to participate 
in all instances, except taking up arms against the people 
among whom they were hjprn, ; and with whom, perhaps, 
they are connected by the nearest ties of consanguiniiy; 



that they entreat the impartial and favourable attention of 
the Convention to this circumstance, and beg that a line 
of conduct might be marked out, by which, in this danger- 
ous crisis, they may move as useful members of the com- 
munity, without being held to the necessity of shedding 
the blood of their countrymen — an act at which nature re- 
coils, and which every feeling of humanity forbids ; that, 
allowed this, they repeat their readiness to stand up, with 
the foremost, in defence of the Country against internal 
insurrections, and in its support by the most liberal and 
cheerful contributions ; and that the Supreme Director of 
the Universe might inspire this Convention with wisdom, 
to put a period to this unnatural contest, and restore this 
once happy land to peace, safety, and union with its Parent 
State, was their most ardent wish. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the said Petition is reason- 
able, and it is recommended to the Committees of the 
several Counties and Corporations, and others the good 
people of this Colony, to treat all natives of Great Britain, 
resident here, as do not show themselves enemies to the 
common cause of America, with lenity and friendship; to 
protect all persons whatsoever in the just enjoyment of tlieir 
civil rights and liberty ; to discountenance all national reflec- 
tions; to preserve, to the utmost of their power, internal 
peace and good order; and ^o _promote union, harmony, 
and mutual good-will, among all ranks of people. 

Resolved, also, That the said Petition, together with this 
Resolve, be forthwith published in the Virginia Gazettes. 

The Convention then, according to the Order of the 
Day, resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance to 
encourage the making Saltpetre, Gunpowder, Lead, the 
refining Sulphur, and providing Arms for the use of this 
Colony ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Harrison reported, that the 
Committee had, according to order, had under their con- 
sideration the said Ordinance, but, not having time to go 
through the same, had directed Tiim to move for leave to 
sit again. 

Resolved, That this. Convention will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee on the said Ordinance. 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Committee of 
Safety, that they forthwith cause to be erected a Maga- 
zine, at some fit.ajid convenient place, for the reception of 
Arms and Ammunition, and that they appoint a guard, to 
be drawn out of the Minute-Men or Militia, for the safe 
keeping and preservation of the same, from time to time, 
as the exigence of affairs may require. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committees 
of the several Counties and Corporations, to appoint proper 
persons of their. body, within such Districts as to them 
shall seem convenient, to take a List of the number of per- 
sons therein, of all ages and sexes, distinguishing whether 
they be male or female, white or black ; and, of the males, 
whethgrthey be abovetir under sixteen years of age ; from 
which Lists the. Comjniueejha[Lxause a general County 
or Corporation List to be made and returned to the Presi- 
dent^of the Convention, without delay, who is desired, from 
them, to cause a general Colony List to be formed, and 
certify the same to the Continental Congress. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock. 

Saturday, August 26, 1775. 

The Convention proceeded, by ballot, to appoint a place 
for the meeting of the next Convention ; and the Members 
having prepared tickets, with the name of the place to be 
appointed for the purpose aforesaid, and put the same into 
the ballot-box, Mr. Carrington, Mr, Braxton, Mr. Stub- 
blefield, and Mr. Gary, were appointed a Committee to 
examine the ballot-box, and to report on which place the 
majority falls ; who retired, and, after some time, returned 
into Convention and reported that the numbers on the bal- 
lot appeared as follows: 

For the Town of Richmond, - - - - 25 

For the City of Willi am sburgh, - - - 22 

For the Town of Fredericksburgh, - - 8 

And the question being then put, whether the Town of 

Richmond, or the City of 'Williamsburg h, should be the 

place for holding the next Convention, a majority appeared 

in favour of the Town of Richmond. 
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Resolved, therefore, That the next meeting of this Con- 
vention he at the said Town of Richmond. 

Mr. Banister, from the persons appointed to draw up 
and report the forms of proper Commissions to be granted 
to the Officers of the Regular Forces, Minute-Men, and 
Militia of this Colony, reported the following forms of the 
said Commissions, which were read, and, on the question 
severally put thereon, agreed to by the Convention. 
Form of a Commission for the Colonel of the First 
Regiment, and Commander-in- Chief of the Regular 
Forces. 
" The Committee of Safety for the Colony of Virginia, 
to Patrick Henry, Esq. 
" Whereas, by a Resolution of the Delegates of this Co- 
lony, in Convention assembled, it was determined that you, 
ihe said Patrick Henry, Esq., should be Colonel of the 
First Regiment of Regulars, and Commander-in-Chief of 
all the Forces to be raised for the protection and. defence 
of this Colony; and, by an Ordinance of the said. Conven- 
tion, it is provided that the Committee of Safety should 
issue all military commissions : Now, in pursuance to the 
said power to us granted, and in conformity to the appoint- 
ment of the Convention, we, the said Committee of Safety, 
do constitute ..and conimission you, the said Patrick. Henry, 
Esq., Colonel of the First Regiment of Regulars, and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of all such other Forces as.. may, by order 
of the Convention or Committee of Safety, be directed to 
act in conjunction with them ; and with the said Forces, or 
any of them, you are hereby empowered to resist. and re- 
pel all hostile invasions, and quell and suppress any insur- 
rections, which may be made or attempted, against the 
peace and safety of this His Majesty's Colony and Domi- 
nion, And we do require you to exert your utmost efforts 
for the promotion of discipline and order among the. Offi- 
cers and Soldiers under your command, agreeably to such 
Ordinances, Rules, and Articles, which are now, or here- 
after may be instituted, for the government and regulation 
of the Army, and that you pay due obedience to all orders 
and instructions which, from time to time, you may receive 
from the Convention or Committee of Safety ; to hold, 
exercise, and enjoy, the said office of Colonel and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Forces, and to perform and exe- 
cute the power and authority aforesaid, and all other things 
which are truly and of right incidental to your said office, 
during the pleasure of the Convention, and no longer. And 
we do hereby require and command all Officers and Sol- 
diers, and every person whatsoever, in any way concerned, 
to be obedient and assisting to you in all things touching 
the due execution of this commission, according to the 
purport or intent thereof. 

" Given under our hands at ., this , . 

day of , Anno Domini 111 ." 

Commission to a Colonel of the Minute-Men. 
" The Committee of Safety of the Colony of Virginia 

to , Esq. 

"Whereas it is provided by an Ordinance of the Con- 
vention, that a Battalion of Minute-Men should be enlisted, 
trained, and disciplined, in each of the Districts therein 
mentioned ; and by the same authority it is ordained that 
all commissions for Officers to command the said Minute- 
Men should issue from the Committee of Safety : Now, 
in pursuance of the said power and authority to us given, 
we do by these presents constitute and commission you, 
the said , Colonel of the Battalion of Mi- 
nute-Men in the District of You are 

therefore to_act_ as Colonel, by duly exercising the Officers 
and Soldiers under your command, taking care that they 
be provided with arms and ammunition, agreeably to the 
OrdTnancesof the Convention; and you are to pay a ready 
obedience, to all orders and instructions which, from tjfne 
to time you may receive from the Convention, Committee 
of Safety, or any of your superiour Officers, agreeably to 
the Rules. and Articles ordained by the Convention. And 
we do require all Officers and Soldiers under your com- 
mand to be obedient, and to aid you in the execution of 
this commission, according to the intent and purport 
thereof. 

" Given under our hands at ., this . . 

day of .... . ,,Anno Domini 177 ." 



Commission to a County Lieutenant. 

" The Committee of Safety for the Colony of Virginia 

to 

'•' By virtue of the power and authority invested in us by 
the Delegates and Representatives of the several Counties 
and Corporations within this Colony, in General Conven- 
tion assembled, we, reposing especial trust and confidence 
in your patriotism, fidelity, courage, and good conduct, do, 
by these presents, constitute and appoint you to be County 

Lieutenant of the Militia of the County of ; 

and you are therefore carefully and diligently to discharge 
the trust reposed in you, by disciplining all Officers and 
Soldiers under your command ; and we do hereby require 
them to obey you as their County Lieutenant. And you 
are to observe and follow all such orders and directions as 
you shall from time To. time Lrecejye front. tjie_ Convent ion, 
the Committee of Safety for the time being, or any supe- 
riour Officer, according to the Rules and Regulations es- 
tablished by the Convention. 

"Given under our hands.at ........ . ., this . . 

day of , Anno Domini 177 ." 

The Convention, according to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Committee on the Ordinance to encou- 
rage the making Saltpetre, Gunpowder, Lead, the refining 
Sulphur, and providing Arms for the use of this Colony; 
and alter some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Harrison reported, that the Committee 
had, according to order, had under their consideration the 
said Ordinance, and had gone through the same, and made 
several amendments thereto, which he read in his place, 
and afterwards delivered in at t he C lerk's table, where the 
same were again twice read, and on the question severally 
put thereon, agreed to by the Convention. 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance, together with the 
several Amendments, be fairly transcribed, and read a third 
time. 

Ordered, That the Publick Printer do send twenty-two 
copies of the Ordinances of this Convention to the Com- 
mittees of the several Counties and Corporations within this 
Colony. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committees 
of the several Counties and Corporations, where it is not 
already done, to complete the collection of the Money by 
them judged requisite for the purchase of Gunpowder, Lead, 
Flints, and Cartridge Paper, according to the Resolution of 
the Convention in March last, in order to place the whole 
Colony on an equal. footing in that particular, and return a 
state of such collection to the next Convention. 

Resolved, That in case the British Mi nis try shall attempt 
to enforce the Act of ParljamentTor preventing the erec- 
tion of Plating and Slitting Mills in America, this Conven- 
tion will recompense, to the proprietors of the two first 
of such Mills as shall be finjsjmd.and .set.to .work in .this 
Colony, all losses they may respectively sustain in conse- 
quence of such endeavours of Administra tion. 

An Ordinance to encourage the making Saltpetre, Gun- 
powder, Lead, the refining Sulphur, and providing Arms 
lor the use of this. Colony, haying been fairly transcribed, 
was.read a. third time, and the blanks therein filled. up. 
Resolved, That the said Ordinance do pass. 
Ordered, That the title of [the said Ordinance be, "An 
Ordinance for providing Arms .and.AmmuniLion.for the use 
of this Colony." 

Resolved, That the several sums following be paid to the 
several Officers of this Convention, for their_ services during 
the present session: To the Rev. Miles SeZ3en,T?baplain 
to the Convention, £40; to Mr. John Tazewell, Clerk of 
the Convention, £150; to Mr. William Dandridge, Jun., 
£25 ; to Mr. Thomas Claiborne, Messenger to the Con- 
vention, £50 ; to Robert Hyland, John Creagh, William 
Drinkard, William Hix, and Richard Williams, Door- 
keepers to the Convention, £20 each. 

It appearing to the Convention that Otjvay Byrd, Esq., 
had, on account of his attachment to American liberty, re- 
signed his provision and prospects in the British Navy, and 
may be destitute of employment : 

Resolved, That, the s£\&~Otwajy Byrd, Esq., be strongly 
recommended to his Excellency General Washington, and 
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the Conventions of our sister Colonies to the eastward, for 
promotion in the Army in that neighbourhood ; and that 
until such promotion shall have taken place, or it be 
otherwise ordered by this Convention, he be allowed ten 
Shillings per day to support him as a Cadet in the Conti- 
nental Army, to commence the day he joins the said Army; 
and that he be also allowed the sum of fifty Pounds, to be 
paid him immediately. 

The following Declaration was presented to the Conven- 
tion, maturely considered, and unanimously agreed to. 

"A Declaration of the Delegates deputed by the several 
Counties and Corporations in the Colony and Dominion 
of Virginia to represent them in General Convention, 
setting forth the cause of their meeting, and the neces- 
sity of immediately putting the Country into a posture 
of defence, for the better protection of their lives, liber- 
tics, and properties. 

" The advantages resulting from the wisest institutions, 
and the price of all sublunary enjoyments, are best to be 
estimated from their loss or diminution. By this accurate 
scale we are taught to weigh the many blessings derived to 
this once happy Country from our excellent Constitution. 
So long as this was maintained on its original principles, 
and remained inviolate, all was well with us; every thing 
flowed in a proper, peaceful channel, all were quiet and at 
ease. But, how great the change ! how dreadful the re- 
verse ! 

" The times were, and these not very distant, when the 
representatives of the people, with much pleasure, met their 
Governours in General Assembly. In these assemblies the 
greatest harmony prevailed, till a fatal change of ministe- 
rial systems took place. A causeless, hasty dissolution drove 
the representative body to the unhappy dilemma of either 
sacrificing the most essential interests of their constituents, 
or of meeting in General Convention to assert and preserve 
them. The unlucky incidents here alluded to are of pub- 
lick notoriety, and need not a particular enumeration. 

" Repeated prorogations of our Assembly, when the 
Country was in the greatest distress, rendered a Conven- 
tion, in the month of March last, absolutely necessary. 
The Delegates of the people then met in full Convention, 
the most numerous assembly that had ever been known in 
this Colony, taking a view of our unhappy situation ; con- 
sidering the Country exposed to the most imminent dangers, 
as well from invasions as insurrections, knowing its then de- 
fenceless state, and seeing no prospect that opportunity 
would be given them in General Assembly to provide and 
guard against such extensive evils, judged it their indis- 
pen^ible duty to put the Country into a posture of defence. 
They recommended a due attention lo the militia law ; 
but, considering this inadequate to the purpose, they further 
advised, the. raising one or more volunteer companies in 
each County. In all their transactions, however, a proper 
regard and respect was paid to Government. 

" In a short time afterwards a most extraordinary ma- 
noeuvre was exerted by the Governour, to render this Coun- 
try still more defenceless, by removing our small stock of 
gunpowder from the publick magazine, and stripping of 
their locks,a fc great number of publick arms. It is very re- 
markable tEat this was done at a time when he acknow- 
ledged to have received information that an insurrection 
was 'apprehended in a neighbouring County. This, to- 
gether with his Lordship's threats of emancipating our 
slaves, and reducing to ashes the principal city in this Co- 
lony, added to the irrany alarming accounts received from 
the Northern Colonies, could not but excite jealousies, and 
awaken the fears of the people. 
• MThe Country, by these means, being thrown into a 
ferment, and there being little ground of hope that the 
Assernbly would be called, it was thought advisable that a 
General Convention should be speedily held, to take under 
their consideration the state of the Colony. The Governour, 
however, on receipt of despatches from Engla?id, was 
pleased to issue his Proclamation for convening the Gene- 
ral AssernbTy. The design of calling a Convention was 
then laid aside, in Hopes that matters, might, in another 
place, be settled and adjusted in. the usual mode,./ The 
proceedings of the .House of Burgesses, , the Governoar's 
conduct towards them, his withdrawing from the seatof* his 



Government and taking up his residence on board one of 
His Majesty's ships of war; the many obstructions given 
by his Lordship to the business of the Assembly, and his 
determined resolution to render abortive those very mea- 
sures he had recommended, are faithfully and impartially 
submitted to the publick in a pamphlet, published by order 
of the House of Burgesses. 

" The two other branches of our Legislature, His Majes- 
ty's Council and the Burgesses, rinding that his Lordship 
had resisted their joint and most earnest entreaties, and that 
he was resolved not to return to the duties of his station, 
adjourned themselves to the month of October next. 

"The Governour still continuing on board the man-of-war, 
if his former conduct, his repeated and horrible threats, his 
at least connivance at the detention of some of our slaves 
on board the same ship, and a too well grounded report of 
his having solicited Troops to be sent among us, some of 
which are now arrived, could have left a doubt of his hos- 
tile intentions towards this Country; the hurrying his most 
amiable lady and his children across the Atlantick, under 
a frivolous and groundless pretence of their being in dan- 
ger amongst a people by whom they are universally es- 
teemed and respected, holds out to us an irrefragable proof 
of his fixed determination to do this unhappy Country 
every injury in his power. 

"Under these embarrassments, seeing an unusual resort of 
ships of war and other armed vessels in our harbours, know- 
ing the threats of one of their commanders; in short, when 
exposed to such accumulated dangers, what could be ex- 
pected of this Country ? That we should sit supinely down, 
and suffer the views and machinations of an arbitrary 
relentless Ministry to be carried into execution without 
opposition or control ? The justice due to this community, 
every motive to publick virtue, conspire in forbidding it. 
We, therefore, deputed for this important purpose, have 
met in General Convention, and taken into our most serious 
consideration the state of the Colony. Since our assem- 
bling, we have received authentick intelligence of the re- 
morseless fury with which General Gage and his coadjutors 
are endeavouring to spread fire, famine, and the most horrid 
desolation, throughout a sister Colony; of their insidious 
and cruel attempts to stir up the barbarous savages against 
the inhabitants on the frontiers of the different Colonies. 
We have seen a declaration of the Continental Congress, 
which proves the necessity of an immediate preparation for 
our security, by putting this whole Country into a full state 
of defence, both against invasions and insurrections. In 
the present untoward and distressful situation of our affairs, 
and the better to preserve the peace and good order of the 
community, we are further driven to the very disagreeable 
necessity of supplying the present want of Government, by 
appointing proper guardians of the rights and liberties o'f 
our Country. But, lest our views and designs should be 
misrepresented or misunderstood, we again, and for all, 
publickly and solemnly declare, before God and the world, 
that we do bear faith and true allegiance to His Majesty 
George the Third, our only lawful and rightful King; that 
we will, so long as it maybe in our power, defend him and 
his Government, as founded on the laws and well known 
principles of the Constitution ; that we will, to the utmost 
of our power, preserve peace and good" order throughout 
the Country, and endeavour, by every honourable means, 
to promote a restoration of that friendship and amity, which 
so long and happily subsisted between our fellow-subjects in 
Great Britain and the inhabitants of America ; that as on 
the one hand we are determined to defend qiir lives and 
properties, and maintain our just rights and privileges at 
every, even the extremest hazard, so, on the other, it is our 
fixed and unalterable resolution to disband such forces as 
may be raised in this Colony, whenever our dangers are re- 
moved, and America is restored to that former state of tran- 
quillity and happiness, the interruption of which is so much 
deplored by us and every friend to either Country. 

" It remains a bounden duty on us to commit our cause to 
the justice of that Supreme Being, who ruleth and order- 
eth all human events with unerring wisdom, most humbly 
beseeching him to take this CoTony, and the whole Conti- 
nent, under his fatherly and divine protection, and that he 
will be graciously pleased to soften the hearts of all those 
who meditate evil against our land, and Inspire them with 
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the purest sentiments of justice, moderation, and brotherly 
affection. 

" Ro. C. Nicholas, President pro tempore. 

•''John Tazewell,, Clerk of the Convention." 

ORDINANCES PASSED BY THE CONVENTION, 

I. An Ordinance for raising and embodying a sufficient 
Force for the defence and protection of this Colony. 

Whereas it is found necessary, in (he present time of dan- 
ger, that a number of Forces should be immediately raised, 
and that the Militia should be settled under proper arrange- 
ments, and be thoroughly disciplined, for the better protec- 
tion and defence of the Country against invasions and 
insurrections : 

Be it therefore ordained, by the Delegates and Repre- 
sentatives of the several Counties and Corporations within 
the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, now assembled in 
General Convention, and it is hereby ordained by autho- 
rity of the same, That there shall be forthwith raised, and 
taken into the pay of this Colony, from the time of their 
enlistment, two Regiments complete, to consist of one thou- 
sand and twenty Privates, rank and file : five hundred and 
forty-four of whom to be the First Regiment, under the com- 
mand of a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and a Major ; eight 
Captains, sixteen Lieutenants, eight Ensigns, twenty-four 
Sergeants, eight Drummers, and eight Fifers ; and the Se- 
cond Regiment to consist of four hundred and seventy-six, 
under the command of a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, Ma- 
jor, seven Captains, fourteen Lieutenants, seven Ensigns, 
twenty-one Sergeants, seven Drummers, and seven Fifers ; 
to each of which Regiments there shall be allowed a Chap- 
lain, a Paymaster, (who is also to act as Muster-Master,) 
an Adjutant, Quartermaster, one Surgeon, two Surgeon's 
Mates, and a Sergeant-Major. 

And for the better and more orderly appointment of the 
Officers, Be it further ordained, That the several Field- 
Officeis shall, from time to time, be appointed or approved 
by the General Convention of Delegates ; that the Depu- 
ties of each District hereinafter described, excepting the 
Counties of Accomack and Northampton, shall appoint one 
Captain, two Lieutenants, and one Ensign, to command 
the Company of men to be raised in such District; that 
the Chaplain to each Regiment be appointed by the Field- 
Officers and Captains of such Regiment ; that the Adju- 
tant, Quartermaster, and Sergeant-Major, be appointed by 
the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, the Surgeon by 
the Field-Officers and Captains, and the Surgeon's Mates 
by the Surgeon himself, with the approbation of the Com- 
manding Officer of the Regiment. 

And be it further ordained, That the Commanding Offi- 
cer of the First Regiment shall be allowed a Secretary, to 
be appointed by him, who shall be allowed four Shillings a 
day for his services. 

And that the levy of the Soldiers may be made general 
throughout the Colony, and the better to avoid irregularity 
and confusion, Be it further ordained, That the Deputies 
of each District, except the Counties of Accomack and 
Northampton, having appointed one Captain, two Lieu- 
tenants, and one Ensign, as aforesaid, the said Officers 
shall proceed, with the utmost expedition, to enlist within 
their respective Districts their several Companies, which 
are to consist of sixty-eight men each ; but the said Offi- 
cers shall not go into any other District to complete their 
Company, until the Officers in such other District have 
made up their Company, nor in that case without the per- 
mission, in writing, of the Committee of the County, first 
had and obtained. 

And as well to prevent the enlistment of such Men as 
are unfit for service, as to fix the rank of such Officers, Be 
it further ordained, That the Deputies of each District 
shall appoint one certain place of rendezvous within their 
District, whither the Captain of each Company, as soon 
as it is complete, shall resort with his men, and shall give 
immediate notice thereof to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Deputies, who is required forthwith to summon 
all the Members of the said Committee, who, or a majority 
of. them, being present, shall either proceed themselves to 
review the said Company, or appoint any number of their 
Members, not under three, for that purpose : and if it shall 
appear to such Committee of Deputies that the Company 



is complete, of able and proper men, and that they have 
been regularly enlisted, according to the terms and regula- 
tions prescribed by this Ordinance, the said Deputies shall 
order and direct the Captain immediately to march with 
his Company to the place of general rendezvous, hereafter 
to be appointed, and, morever, shall grant to the said Cap- 
tain a certificate of the day when the said Company first 
appeared complete, at the particular place of rendezvous 
in the District ; which certificate being produced to the 
General Committee of Safety, the said Committee shall 
cause the same to be entered in a book to be kept for that 
purpose, and shall cause the like certificates, from all the 
other District Committees, to be entered in the same man- 
ner. And when all such certificates shall be returned, the 
same Committee of Safety, or the majority of those pre- 
sent, shall, and they are hereby required, to grant Com- 
missions, under their hands, to the Officers of the several 
Companies, according to their several appointments, fixing 
their ranks of seniority and precedence according to the 
priority of the completion of their several Companies, cer- 
tified as aforesaid ; and if it shall appear, upon the exami- 
nation of such certificates, that two or more of the Com- 
panies appeared at the District rendezvous on the same 
day, the said Committee of Safety shall, in such case, de- 
termine the right of seniority and precedence amongst the 
several Officers, by a fair and impartial ballot. 

And be it further ordained, That in case any vacancies 
shall happen, by deaths or otherwise, amongst the Com- 
missioned Officers, the same shall be supplied, from time 
to time, by regular succession, in course of seniority, in the 
respective Regiments and Companies ; and in case of a 
defect of Officers to supply such succession, the Command- 
ing Officer of the Regiment shall appoint the most proper 
person, in his opinion, to supply such vacancy, to be ap- 
proved by the Committee of Safety. 

And that the Companies may be kept complete from, 
time to time, Be it further ordained, That if vacancies 
should happen among the private men, the Commanding 
Officer of the Regiment shall supply the same by new re- 
cruits, in the best and most expeditious manner he may be' 
able. 

And be it further ordained, That the Soldiers to be 
raised shall be enlisted on the terms following, to wit : That 
they shall continue in the service of the publick so long a* 
may be judged necessary by the General Convention, but 
not be compelled to continue more than one year, provi- 
ded any Soldier or Soldiers do give the Commanding Offi- 
cer three months' previous notice, in writing, of his or their 
desire to be discharged at the end of such period ; and if 
it shall be judged necessary to disband the Army before 
the expiration of twelve months, that each Soldier dis- 
charged within that time shall be entitled to, and shall re- 
ceive, six weeks' pay in advance. That the pay of each 
Captain, Lieutenant, and Ensign, shall commence the days 
of their appointment by the District Committees ; of the 
Chaplain, and all the Subaltern Officers, on the days of 
their respective appointments; of the common Soldiers, on 
the days of their enlisting ; and that the pay of the several 
Field and Staff Officers shall cornTnerice on the day of their 
being called into duty by the General Committee of Safe- 
ty; and that the several Recruiting Officers may advance 
to each Soldier, upon his enlisting, any sum Tie may think 
necessary, not exceeding one month's pay. 

Provided always, That no Recruiting Officer shall be 
allowed to enlist into the service uny Servant whatsoever, 
unless he be an Apprentice, bound under the Laws of this 
Colony, nor any such Apprentice, unless the consent of his 
Master be first had in writing. 

And be it further ordained, That the Soldiers to be en- 
listed shall, at the expense of the publick, be furnished 
each with one good Musket and Bayonet, Cartoucb-Box, 
or Pouch, and Canteen ; and until such Musket can be 
provided, that they bring with each of them the best Gun, 
of any other sort, that can be procured ; and that such as 
are to act as Riflemen bring with them each one good Rifle, 
to be approved by their Captain, for the use of which he 
shall be allowed at the rate of twenty Shillings a year ; that 
each common Soldier, not already sufficiently provided, in 
the opinion of his Commanding Officer, shall be furnished 
with sufficient clothing, at the expense of the publick, to 
be deducted out of his pay.. 
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And be it further ordained, That the Companies to be 
raised in the Districts of Pittsylvania, Fincastle, Bedford, 
and Botetourt, and of Berkley, Frederick, Dunmore, and 
Hampshire, Augusta, Albemarle, Buckingham, and Am- 
herst, Culpepper, Fauquier, and Orange, shall consist of 
expert Riflemen, and shall be, by the Committee of Safe- 
ty, allotted two to each Regiment, to be employed as Light- 
Infantry. 

And be it further ordained, That proper Medicine 
Chests, and necessary Surgeon's Instruments, be provided 
at the expense of the publick. 

And for the better protection and defence of the Inhabi- 
tants on the Frontiers of this Colony, Be it further or- 
dained, by the authority aforesaid. That there shall be 
appointed and raised, exclusive of the Regiments before- 
mentioned, two Companies, consisting each of ope Cap- 
tain, three Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, two 
Drummers, and two Fifers, and one hundred Men, rank 
and file, to be stationed at Pittsburgh ; of .which the Com- 
pany ordered by this Convention to garrison Fort Pitt, 
under the command of Captain John Neavill, shall be one; 
also one other Company, consisting of a Lieutenant and 
twenty-five Pri vales, to be stationed at Fort Fincastle, at 
the mouth of Wheeling; the other Company, of one hun- 
dred Men, and the twenty-five Men to be raised in West 
Augusta; also one other Company, consisting of one Cap- 
tain, three Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, two 
Drummers, and two Fifers, and one hundred Privates, to 
be raised , in the County of Botetourt, and stationed at 
Point Pleasant, at the mouth of the Great Kanawha ; and 
one other Company, consisting of the same number of Offi- 
cers and Men.. as. the last, to be raised in the County of Fin- 
castle, and stationed at such Posts as may, from time to 
time, be ordered and directed by the Committee of that 
County. 

__And_be_ it further ordained, That the Committees of the 
District of West Augusta, and of the Counties of Botetourt 
and Fincastle, shall appoint the Officers to the Men ..in each 
to be raised ; and the several Companies last mentioned 
shall be enlisted in the same manner, and under the same 
regulations, as are before prescribed for the Regiments, 
except that such Companies are not to march to the gene- 
ral rendezvous which may be appointed for the said Regi- 
ments. 

And be it further ordained, That the Commanding Offi- 
cers to be stationed at Point Pleasant and Fort Fincastle 
shall be under the direction of, and subject to such orders 
as they may from lime to time receive from the Command- 
ing Officer at Fort Pitt. 

, : .. An d.igr. settling the pay of the Officers and Soldiers to 
be appointed and levied as before directed, the same is 
declaredto be as followetb, to wit : To a Colonel, twenty- 
five Shillings per day ; Lieutenant-Colonels, twelve Shil- 
lings and six Pence ; to a Major, ten Shillings ; a Captain, 
six Shillings; a Lieutenant, four Shillings; an Ensign, 
three Shillings ; Chaplain, ten Shillings; an Adjutant, 
holding no other office, six Shillings ; if in other office, 
three Shillings; to a Quartermaster, holding or not holding 
any other office, the same as to an Adjutant ; to a Sergeant- 
Major, to be appointed from amongst the most expert Ser- 
geants by the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, two 
Shillings and six Pence ; to a Sergeant, two Shillings ; a 
Corporal, Drummer, and Fifer, each one Shilling and eight 
Pence; to each Private Soldier, one Shilling and four 
Pence; to a Surgeon, ten Shillings; and to a Surgeon's 
Mate, five STrfflings per day. 

-a And be it further ordained, That every Commissioned 
and Staff Officer shall be allowed a Tent, and every two 
Sergeants shall have the same allowance, and every two 
Corporals the same ; and that for every six private Men 
there shall be provided a proper and sufficient Tent ; and 
that OTeJ3eJJ_TejU, for each Company, shall also be pro- 
vided at jthc publick expense. 

And for the greater encouragement and further promotion 
of the service, Be it ordained, That if any person, "enlisted 
by virtue of this Ordinance, shall be so maimed or disabled 
as to.be rendered incapable of maintaining himself, he shall, 
upon bis discharge, be supported at the expense of the 
publick. 

And to the end that the Forces to be; raised may be well 
and speedily supplied with Wagons, Tents, Bedding, Arms, 



Accoutrements, Clothes, Provisions, and all other necessa- 
ries, Be it further ordained. That the Committee of Safely 
shall, and they are hereby required to appoint some fit per- 
son or persons to provide Arms and Accoutrements, Clothes, 
Wagons, Tents, and Bedding, upon the best and cheapest 
terms, and also to appoint one or more Commissaries or 
Contractors, who are hereby required to use all possible 
despatch in purchasing such Provisions as shall be neces- 
sary for the Army, and in laying of the same in such con 
venient place or places as may best suit their different 
stations and marches. 

And for the more regular pay of the Army, the said 
Committee of Safety shall appoint one or more Paymas- 
ters ; and it shall and may be lawful for the said Commit- 
tee, from time to time, to issue their Warrants to the Trea- 
surer, appointed by or pursuant to an Ordinance of this 
Convention, for the paying the several Recruiting Officers, 
Commissioners, Commissaries or Contractors, and Pay- 
masters, by them appointed ; and to all Expresses, and 
other persons by them employed in lesser services, so much 
money as the said Committee shall judge necessary for 
their several purposes, taking proper security for the due 
disbursement and application thereof, and making a proper 
and reasonable allowance to the several persons so to be 
appointed, for their trouble and._expenses in conducting 
either branch of business to him or them assigned. And 
the said Committee, shall have full power and authority to 
displace and remove from his office any person so by them 
appointed, either for misconduct or neglect of duty. And 
the said Treasurer is hereby required to pay all such sums 
as he may be directed by such Warrant, out of the publick 
money in his hands. 

And be it further ordained, That the said Committee 
of Safety shall have full power and authority, at such times 
and places as they may think convenient and necessary, to 
call all persons, who may receive any publick money for 
carrying into execution the purposes of this Ordinance, to a 
strict account; and, upon examining their accounts, and 
finding them justly stated, to certify the same, and, if neces- 
sary, to give proper acquittals and discharges. 

And whereas it may be necessary, for the publick secu- 
rity, that the Forces to be raised by virtue of this Ordinance 
should, as occasion may require, be marched to different 
parts of the Colony, and that the Officers should be sub- 
ject to a proper control, Be it ordained by the authority 
aforesaid, That the Officers and Soldiers under such com- 
mand shall, in all things not otherwise particularly provided 
for by this Ordinance and the Articles established for their 
regulation, be under the control and subject to the order of 
the General Committee of Safety. 

And whereas it is judged necessary, for the better pro- 
tection of the Country in times of imminent danger, that 
certain portions of the Militia, throughout the whole Colo- 
ny, should be regularly enlisted, under the denomination of 
Minute-Men, and more strictly trained to proper discipline 
than hath been hitherto custoniary, and, to this end, that 
the whole Colony should be divided into proper and con- 
venient Districts : 

Be it therefore ordained, by the authority aforesaid, 
That this Colony be immediately formed and divided into 
sixteen Districts, in the following manner, to wit : one Dis- 
trict to include the Counties oT Accomaclc and Northamp- 
ton: one other, the Counties of Princess Anne, Norfolk, 
the Borough of Norfolk, and the Counties of Nansimond 
and Isle of Wight; one other, the Counties of Southamp- 
ton, Sussex, Surry, Brunswick, Prince George, and Din- 
widdle ; one other, the Counties ofMecklenburgh, Lunen- 
burgh, Charlotte, Halifax, and Prince Edward; one other, 
the Counties of Amelia, Chesterfield, and Cumberland; one 
other, the Counties of Henrico, Hanover, Goochland, and 
Louisa ; one other, the Counties oCPittsyhania, Fincastle, 
Bedford, and Botetourt; one other, the Counties of Buck- 
ingham, Amherst, Albemarle, and Augusta ; one olhcr, the 
Counties of Elizabeth City, Warwick, Counties of Glou- 
cester, Middlesex, Essex, King and Queen, and Kins; Wil- 
liam; one other, the Counties of Lancaster, Northumber- 
land, Westmoreland ', and Richmond; one other, the Coun- 
ties of Culpepper, York, James City, the City of Williams- 
burgh, and the Oounties_of Charles_City and New-Kent; 
one other, the Counties of Orange and Fauquier; one other, 
the Counties of Caroline, Spottsylvania, King George, and 
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Stafford; one otlier, the Counties of Prince William, Fair- 
fax, and Loudoun; and one other District to include the 
Counties of Berkley, Frederick, Dunmore, and Hampshire; 
and the Inhabitants of West-Aiigusta are to compose one 
entire District. 

And be it further ordained, That within the District 
containing the Counties of Accomack and Northampton, 
there shall be forthwith raised one Regiment, consisting of 
six hundred and eighty men, from the ages of sixteen to fifty, 
to be divided into ten Companies, sixty-eight each, rank 
and file, to be under the command of a Colonel, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, and Major; ten Captains, twenty Lieutenants, 
ten Ensigns, thirty Sergeants; and each Company shall be 
allowed a Drummer and Fifer, and the said Regiment shall 
be allowed a Chaplain, Adjutant, Quartermaster, Surgeon, 
two Surgeon's Mates, and a Sergeant-Major, as hereafter 
directed. 

And be it further ordained, That within each of the 
other Districts there shall be immediately enlisted one Bat- 
talion, consisting of five hundred men, rank and file, from 
the age of sixteen to fifty, to be divided into ten Compa- 
nies of fifty men each, who are to be under the command 
of a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel and Major ; ten Captains, 
ten Lieutenants, ten Ensigns, and twenty Sergeants ; each 
Company to be allowed a Drummer and Fifer, and the 
Battalion to be allowed a Chaplain, Adjutant, Quartermas- 
ter, Surgeon, two Surgeon's Mates, and a Sergeant-Major, 
as hereafter directed. 

And be it further ordained, That the Colonels, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels, Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, Ensigns, 
and Commissaries of Musters, for the said Regiment, and 
the several Battalions, shall be appointed in the following 
manner, to wit : The Committees of the Counties of Acco- 
mack and Northampton shall each appoint six of their 
Members as Deputies, to meet in one General Committee, 
at such time and place as shall be appointed by the Chair- 
man of the Committee of the said County of Accomack ; 
which place shall be most central and convenient for the 
meeting of such Deputies, and notice thereof shall be given 
by such Chairman, to the Chairman of the Committee of 
the said County of Northampton, at least ten days before 
the time of meeting ; which Deputies having met, accord- 
ing to such appointment, shall settle the number of Minute- 
Men to be enlisted in each County, and shall proceed to 
the choice of (he several Officers aforesaid. And to pre- 
vent inconveniences, which may arise from the Deputies 
so to be appointed not being able to attend, the Committee 
of each County shall appoint six others of their Members 
to supply the places of such as are first named, and whose 
attendance at the General Committee may be prevented 
by sickness or any other accidents. 

And be it further ordained, That the Committees of the 
several Counties of Elizabeth City, Warwick, York, James 
City, Charles City, and New-Kent, shall in like manner 
appoint four of their Members, and the Committee of the 
City of Williamsburgh two of their Members, as Deputies 
to meet in the General Committee for their District ; that 
the Committees of the several Counties of Princess Anne, 
Norfolk, Nansemond, and the Isle of Wight, shall in like 
manner appoint four of their Members, and the Committee 
of the Borough of Norfolk two of their Members, to meet 
in one General Committee for that District ; and that the 
Committees of the several other Counties shall, in like 
mariner, appoint three of their Members as Deputies to 
meet in one General Committee for their respective Dis- 
tricts ; which respective Committee of Deputies shall meet 
at such time and place as shall be appointed by the Chair- 
man of the Committee of the County first named in such 
District ; the place to be most central and convenient, and 
ten days' notice at least of the lime and place to be given 
by such Chairman to the Chairman of the several Com- 
mittees of the Counties and Corporations within the Dis- 
trict. And the Committee of Deputies, having so met, 
shall settle the number of Minute-Men to be enlisted in 
each particular County, City, or Borough, and shall appoint 
the same Officers as are directed for the District of Acco- 
mack and Northampton, having regard to the difference of 
numbers, as before directed. 

And to prevent the inconveniences which may arise from 
the inability of any of the Deputies to attend the General 
Committee, Be it further ordained, That the Committees 
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of each particular County, City, or Borough, at the time 
of nominating such Deputies, shall appoint three others of 
their Members to supply the places of such of their Depu- 
ties as rnay be prevented from attending the General Com- 
mittee of Delegates, by sickness, or any other accident. 

And. be it further ordained, That the Chaplain, Adju- 
tant, Quartermaster, Surgeon, and Sergeant-Major, shall be 
appointed by the Field-Officers and Captains of each Dis- 
trict, and the Surgeon's Mates by the Surgeon himself, with 
the approbation of the Commanding Officer of the Dis- 
trict. The Surgeon to each Battalion is to be previously 
engaged, but not paid except when he is attending the Bat- 
talion, which shall be as often as they shall be called to- 
gether upon training duty or actual service ; and the Sur- 
geon's Mates to be in pay only when the Battalion is called 
into actual service ; and the Chaplains and Quartermasters 
are to attend their respective Battalions wherever they may 
be stationed. 

And be it further ordained, That the several Officers 
appointed for that purpose shall immediately proceed to 
enlist the Minute-Men within their respective Counties, 
City, or Borough ; and the said Officers shall not go into 
any other County, City, or Borough, to complete their 
quotas, until the Officers in such other County, City, or 
Borough, have completed their quotas, nor, in that case, 
without the permission of the Committee of such other 
County, City, or Borough, in writing, first had and ob- 
tained. 

And as well to prevent the enlistment of such men as 
are unfit for service, as to fix the ranks of the Officers of 
the several Companies, Be it further ordained, That the 
Committee of each County, City, and Borough, shall ap- 
point one certain place of rendezvous within their County, 
City, or Borough, whither the Captain and other Officers 
of each Company, as soon as the same is complete, shall 
resort with their men, and give immediate notice thereof to 
the Chairman of the Committee, who is required to sum- 
mon all the Members of the said Committee, who, or a 
majority of them, being present, shall either proceed them- 
selves to review the said Company, or appoint any number 
of their Members, not under three, for that purpose. And 
if it shall appear to such Committee that the Company is 
complete, of able and proper men, and that they have been 
regularly enlisted, according to the terms and regulations 
prescribed by this Convention, the said Committee shall 
grant to the Captain a certificate of the day when the said 
Company first appeared complete, at the particular place 
of rendezvous in the County, City, or Borough ; which 
certificate being produced to the General Committee of 
Safety, the said Committee shall cause the same to be 
entered in a book to be kept for that purpose, and shall 
cause the like certificate from the other Counties, City, or 
Borough Committees, to be entered in the same manner. 
And when all such certificates shall be returned, the said 
Committee of Safety, or a majority of those present, shall, 
and they are hereby required, to grant commissions under 
their hands to the Officers of the several Companies, ac- 
cording to their several appointments, fixing their rank of 
seniority and precedence according to the priority of the 
completion of their Companies, certified as aforesaid ; and 
if it shall appear, upon examination -of such certificate, 
that two or more of such Companies appeared complete at 
the rendezvous of the County, City, or Borough, on the 
same day, the said Committee of Safety shall, in such case, 
determine the right of seniority and precedence by a fair 
and impartial ballot. 

And for settling the rank of the Field-Officers, the Com- 
mittee of Delegates in each District shall certify the day 
when the Battalion in each District appeared completely 
embodied ; and the Committee of Safety, upon receipt of 
such certificate, shall grant Commissions to and fix the 
ranks of such Officers, in the same manner as is directed 
in respect to other Officers, 

And be it further ordained, That each Minute-Man so 
to be enlisted shall be furnished with proper Arms at pub- 
lick expense, and until such can be provided shall bring 
into service the best Gun that he can procure; and for 
every good Rifle, to be approved by the respective Cap- 
tains, there shall be allowed to the owner making use of 
the same at the rate of twenty Shillings a year ; and more- 
over; there shall be provided at the expense of the pub- 
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lick, for every Minute-Man not already furnished, one 
Hunting-Shirt and pair of Leggins. 

And it is hereby ordained, That a Tent for every Com- 
missioned and Staff-Officer, one for every two Sergeants, 
one for a Drummer and Fifer, one Bell Tent for every 
Company, and one for every six Men, shall be provided at 
the expense of the publick. 

And be it further ordained, That the Minute-Men in 
each respective District, so soon as they are enlisted and 
approved, as before directed, shall be embodied and form- 
ed into separate Battalions, and shall be kept in training 
under their Adjutant for twenty successive days, at such 
convenient place as shall be appointed by the Commit- 
tee of Deputies in each District; and, after performing 
such battalion duty, the several Companies of each Batta- 
lion shall milieu- respective Counties be mustered, and 
continue to exercise four successive days in each month, 
except December, January, and February, at such times 
and places as shall be appointed by their respective Cap- 
tains, care being taken that such appointments do not in- 
terfere with battalion duty. 

And be it further ordained, That in order to render 
them the more skilful and expert in military exercise and 
discipline, the several Companies of Minute-Men shall 
twice in every year, after the exercise of the twenty days, 
be again embodied, and formed again into distinct Batta- 
lions within their Districts, and shall at each meeting con- 
tinue in regular service and training for twelve successive 
days, at such convenient places within each District as 
shall be appointed by each Committee of Deputies, and 
at the stated times following, to wit : The District of Prin- 
ceit~Annc, Sic, to begin the first day of May, and the fif- 
teertfli of OctoFcr ; that of Elizabeth City, he, on the 
fourth day of May, and the twentieth of October; that of 
Southampton, Sic, on the fourth day of May, and twen- 
tieth of October; that of Mccklenburgh, he, on the sixth 
day of May, and twenty-second of October; that of Ame- 
lia, &C, on the tenth day of May, and twenty-fourth of 
October; that of Henrico, he, on the twelfth day of May, 
and twenty-sixth of October; that of Buckingham, Sic, 
on the fifteenth day of May, and twenty-sixth of October; 
that oX Pittsylvania, &.c, on the twentieth day of May, 
aflo 1 tnirtleth of October; which are to be considered as 
forming the General Southern District. 

AncTbe it further ordained, That the several Districts 
containing the Counties of Accomack, Gloucester, Lancas- 
ter, Caroline, Culpepper, Prince William, Berkley, and 
West-Augusta, shall meet in Battalion on the same days 
beforementioned, beginning with Accomack, and proceed- 
ing In regular order, as herein arranged; which last men- 
tioned Districts are to be considered as forming the Gen- 
eral Northern District. 

— Provided, always, That if either of the days beforemen- 
tioned should happen to be on a Suiiday, the time of be- 
ginning the exercise shall be on the day succeeding, 
si And be it further ordained, That the Officers and 
Minute-Men shall be allowed one day's pay for every 
twenty miles travelling to the place appointed for the gen- 
eral rendezvous of the several Battalions, and the same 
for returning home ; and moreover, six Pence per day in 
lieu of provisions. And the several Battalions, whilst 
they continue on duty, shall be furnished with proper and 
necessafy provisions, to be provided by a Commissary or 
Contractor, to be appointed in each District by the Com- 
mittee of Deputies, whose duty it shall be to provide 
flerSgSskrtes for the Battalion of his District, or any detach- 
ment therefrom in their march, in case they should be 
called, to service in any other part of the Country; and 
the Officers and Minute-Men in the several Companies of 
each Battalion shall be also allowed six Pence per day 
each, besides their pay, for the four days they shall exer- 
cise in their respective Counties, in lieu of provisions. 

And be it further ordained, That every Officer of Min- 
ute-Men who shall absent himself either from battalion duty 
or the private musters in their Counties, without sufficient 
excuse, to be judged of and allowed by a Court-Martial, 
shall be subject to the following fines, to wit : The Colonel, 
for every day's absence from battalion duty, thirty Shillings; 
' the Lieutenant-Colonel, twenty-five Shillings ; the Major, 
twenty Shillings ; a Captain, twelve Shillings ; a Lieutenant, 
eight Shillings; an Ensign six Shillings ; a Sergeant, five 



Shillings ; a Corporal, Drummer, and Fifer, four Shillings ; 
and each private Minute-Man, three Shillings ; an Adjutant, 
twenty Shillings; a Quartermaster, twelve Shillings; and 
a Sergeant-Major, six Shillings. And for non-attendance at 
private musters, without a sufficient excuse, to be allowed 
as aforesaid, the Officers and Minute-Men shall, for every 
day's absence, be subject to the following fines, to wit : A 
Captain, twelve Shillings ; a Lieutenant, eight Shillings ; 
an Ensign, six Shillings ; a Sergeant, five Shillings ; a Cor- 
poral, Drummer, and Fifer, four Shillings ; and each pri- 
vate Minute-Man, three Shillings. The several fines above- 
mentioned to be imposed by a Court-Martial, to consist of 
the Field-Officers and Captains of the District, or any 
seven of them, whereof a Field-Officer shall be one, and 
deducted out of the pay of the delinquent, if so much 
shall be due to him ; if not, to be levied on his estate, in 
manner as directed for fines imposed on the Militia. And 
if any Officer or Soldier, during the lime of his attendance 
on training duty, in Battalion or Companies, as herein 
directed, shall refuse to obey the commands of his supe- 
riour Officer, or behave himself mutinously or refractorily, 
or shall in any other manner transgress the rules of good 
order and decency, every such offender shall or may be 
confined for any time not exceeding twenty-four hours, or 
fined in any sum not exceeding one month's pay, as shall 
be determined by the judgment of a Court-Martial, to be 
held as aforesaid; the fines to be deducted or levied, as 
before directed. 

Provided, always, That the Commanding Officer or Cap- 
tain of any Company may, when occasion shall require, 
give leave of absence to any inferiour Officer or Minute- 
Man ; but they shall not be entitled to pay during such 
absence. 

And as well for the ease of the Minute-Men, as that 
they may be returned in regular rotation to the bodies of 
their respective Militias, Be it further ordained, That after 
serving twelve months, sixteen Minute-Men shall be dis- 
charged from each Company by the Commanding Officer 
or Captain of the Company, and the like number at the 
end of every year, beginning with those who stand first on 
the roll, and who were first enlisted ; and if those who 
stand first should choose to continue in the service, taking 
the next in succession desirous of being discharged, and so 
from time to time proceeding in regular progression. 

Provided, That the Officer shall not have it in his op- 
tion to discharge a less number than sixteen in every year, 
whose places shall be supplied by new enlistments, to be 
taken in the manner first directed. 

And for the more regular pay of the Battalions, Be it 
further ordained, That one Paymaster shall be appointed 
by the Committee of Safety for each of the sixteen Dis- 
tricts: and the pay of the Officers and Soldiers, when on 
duty in their Counties, or in Battalion, or when drawn out 
into actual service, shall be as followetb, to wit: To a 
Colonel, fifteen Shillings per day; a Lieutenant-Colonel, 
twelve Shillings and six Pence; a Major, ten Shillings ; a 
Captain, six Shillings ; a Lieutenant, four Shillings ,- an 
Ensign, three Shillings; a Sergeant, two Shillings; Cor- 
pora), Drummer, and Fifer, each one Shilling and eight 
Pence ; and a private man, one Shilling and four Pence 
per day; a Chaplain, ten Shillings per day; a Surgeon, 
when the Battalion is in training duty, or actual service, 
ten Shillings per day; a Surgeon's Mate, five Shillings ; 
an Adjutant, holding no other office, six Shillings; if in 
other office, three Shillings; a Quartermaster to be ap- 
pointed, and allowed the same as^an Adjutant ; a Commis- 
sary of Musters to each Battalion, appointed by the Com- 
mittee of Deputies, ten Shillings per day for each day of 
his attending the Battalion, or separate Companies; and 
to a Sergeant-Major, to be chosen by the Commanding 
Officer out of the most expert Sergeants, two Shillings and 
six Pence per day. -.,-.■-- 

And be it further ordained, That the pay of the sev- 
eral Officers and Minute-Men in each District shall com- 
mence from the completion of their respective Battalions, 
and their meeting at the general rendezvous to be ap- 
pointed as aforesaid. 

And be it further ordained, That the exercise to be 
performed throughout the 'several Battalions and Compa- 
nies shall be that recommended by His Majesty in the veaf 
1164. -^z 
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And be it further ordained, That there shall be ap- 
pointed hy the General Convention one Adjutant-General 
to t lie Regular Forces, who shall rank as youngest Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; whose business it moreover shall be, once 
in twelve months, to visit the several particular Districts 
arranged as aforesaid in the two general Southern and 
Northern Districts, to superintend the conduct of the dif- 
ferent Adjutants, and see that they do their duty in their 
several departments, and also to take particular care that 
there is a due conformity in their exercise and evolutions, 
so that when the different Battalions join in Brigades there 
may be no mistake nor confusion. Of all which, the 
Adjutant-General shall, once in every year, make a full 
report to this Convention, and for his trouble and expenses 
in travelling he shall be allowed twelve Shillings and six 
Pence per day. 

And be it further ordained, That the several Volun- 
teer Companies raised in pursuance of the Resolutions of 
a former Convention, shall be disbanded as soon as the 
Battalions in the several Districts where the said Volunteer 
Companies respectively reside are fully and completely 
embodied. 

Provided, That any Officer or Volunteer of the said 
Companies may be, if approved, appointed to any office in 
the Companies or Battalion of Minute-Men, or enlist as 
private Minute-Men in such Companies. 

And be it further ordained, That the Commanding 
Officer of the Regulars, or any Battalion, where occasion 
requires, shall grant one or more Warrants for impressing 
any Carts, Wagons, Horses, Boats, or other necessaries 
which may be requisite, from time to time, for publick ser- 
vice ; and the person receiving such Warrant shall cause 
every article so impressed to be fairly appraised by two 
different Freeholders, who are most convenient to the place 
of impressment, to be chosen by him and the owner of 
such article, his Steward, or Overseer; and in case the 
two appraisers so chosen should disagree, they shall choose 
an umpire; which appraisers and umpire shall first take 
an oath, to be administered by the Officer ordering such 
impress, or any Justice of the Peace in the County, that 
they will make a true and just appraisement; and the 
valuation or hire pf such article or articles so impressed 
shall be paid by the publick, as justice may require. And, 
moreoveiy the Commanding Officer of the Regulars, or 
Battalions, shall have power to issue his Warrant for im- 
pressing any Aitificers that may be judged necessary for 
the publict service ; and if their wages cannot be agreed 
on, the same shall be settled in the manner last mentioned. 

And whereas the Counties of Accomack and Northamp- 
ton, from their particular situation, are exposed to many 
dangers, Be it further ordained, That the Committee of 
Deputies, if they judge it necessary, may keep two of the 
Companies to be raised in their District in constant train- 
ing, at the expense of the publick, in the same manner as 
directed for the Regulars. 

And be it further ordained, That the Field-Officers 
and Captains of the Regular Forces, in case of any inva- 
sion or insurrection in any quarter where they may be sta- 
tioned, shall immediately give notice to the Captains or 
their superiour Officers of the Minute-Men residing in the 
next adjacent County, who shall, with all expedition, march 
the men uinder .their. command to the place of danger ; and 
such Officers, not being the first in command in the Dis- 
trict, shall immediately give notice to the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Districts, that they may judge what is further 
necessary to be done. And, moreover, the Field-Officers 
and Captains of the Regiments, at the time of their sum- 
moning in the Minute-Men, shall immediately give notice 
thereof to the President of the Committee of Safety, who 
is hereby required, without loss of time, lo summon the 
said Committee, that they may give such further necessary 
orders and .instructions as the exigency of affairs may re- 
quire. 

And be it further ordained, That every Officer of the 
Minute-Men ..receiving notice from any other Officer of the 
Minute-Men, in any oilier County than that wherein the 
Regular Forces are stationed, of any invasion or insurrec- 
tion, shall forthwith raise the men under his command, and 
send intelligence to the Commanding Officer of the Minute- 
Men of that County, and also the Commanding Officer of 
the Militia, or, being himself Commanding Officer of the 



Minute-Men of that County, shall immediately raise the men 
under his command, and proceed to oppose the enemy, 
taking care to despatch intelligence to the Commanding 
Officer of the District, and also to the Officer of the Minute- 
Men in the next adjacent County, who is to proceed in the 
same manner as the Officer first receiving such intelligence 
is directed to do. But the several Officers of the Minute- 
Men thus to be raised shall be subject to such further di- 
rections and instructions as shall be given them either by 
the Committee of Safety, or a Council of Field-Officers 
and Captains, to be held for that purpose. And the Com- 
manding Officer of the Militia receiving such intelligence 
shall immediately summon a Council of his Field-Officers 
and Captains, to consider and determine whether it is ne- 
cessary to march his Militia, or what part thereof, to the 
place of danger, and act according to their decision ; giving 
immediate notice, if the importance of the case, in the 
opinion of the said Council of War, shall require it, to 
the General Committee of Safety, whose orders and direc- 
tions the said Commanding Officer and his Militia are here- 
by directed to obey. 

And forjsettling the proper rank amongst the Officers, as 
well of the Regulars as of the Minute-Men and Militia, 
whenever they are joined in actual service, Be it further 
ordained, That in such case the several Officers of the 
Regulars shall take rank of the Minute-Men of the same 
rank, and the Officers of the Minute-Men shall take rank 
of the Officers of the Militia of the same rank; but the 
Minute-Men shall not be under the command of the Mi- 
litia Officers, nor the Militia under the command of the 
Minute-Officers, unless drawn out upon duty together. 

Provided, That when the County Lieutenant is called 
out with his Militia, injunction with the Regulars or Min- 
ute-Men, he shall rank as a Colonel ; and the Colonels, 
if their County Lieutenants be present, shall rank as Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels only; and the Lieutenant-Colonels as Ma- 
jors, in case of the presence of their County Lieutenant 
and Colonel. . 

And be it further ordained, That every Officer or Mi- 
litia-Man, and every Officer and Minute-Man, who shall 
refuse or unreasonably delay conforming to the above di- 
rections, in every particular, shall, for every refusal or 
delay, forfeit and pay the several sums following, to wif 
Every Lieutenant of a County the sum of two hundred 
Pounds, every Colonel two hundred Pounds, every Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel (either of the Minute-Men or Militia) the 
sum of two hundred Pounds, every Major of the Minute- 
Men or Militia the sum of one hundred Pounds, every 
Captain the sum of seventy -five Pounds^ every Lieutenant 
the sum of fifty Pounds, every Ensign the sum of ten 
Pounds, every Sergeant and Corporal the sum of five 
Pounds ; and every Soldier or Minute-Man failing to ap- 
pear, and not bringing with him his Arms, shall forfeit and 
pay the sum of five Pounds. Every delinquency of Officers 
in the above respects to be judged of, and the said fines to 
be imposed, by a General Court-Martial ; and if any Officer 
shall refuse or neglect to pay said fine within one month, 
he shall be cashiered, and moreover be liable to a stoppage 
of his pay towards discharging the said fine. 

Provided, That if any Officer shall think himself ag- 
grieved by the sentence of such Court-Martial, he may 
appeal to the Committee of Safety, whose judgment shall 
be final ; and every private Soldier or Minute-Man refusing 
or neglecting to pay the same, or to give security to pay 
the same in one month after conviction, shall be subject to 
such corporal punishment as may be inflicted by a Court- 
Martial, not extending to life or member. 

And be it further ordained, That the Commander-in- 
Chief shall have power, as occasrorr mayTequire, to ap- 
point one Brigade-Major, to be approved by the Commit- 
tee of Safety; and such Brigade-Major shall be allowed 
six Shillings for every day he is employed on duty. 

And be it further ordained, That the Committee of 
Safety shall, and they are hereby empowered to provide 
proper winter quarters for the Regular Soldiers and Min- 
ute-Men, when called into actual service, as they may see 
occasion, and issue their warrants from time to time for the 
payment of the same. 

And whereas, by the expiration of several of our Militia 
Laws and the Act of our General Assembly making pro- 
vision against invasions and insurrections, which there is 
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little prospect of having revived in any reasonable time, it 
is judged necessary, in the present time of danger, that 
the remainder of the Militia not included in the Minute- 
Men should be armed, accoutred, trained, and disciplined, 
in the best manner the circumstances of the Country will 
admit of, Be it therefore ordained, That in each County 
within this Colony there shall be a County Lieutenant, 
Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major, to be commis- 
sioned by the Committee of Safety upon the nomination 
of the Committees of the respective Counties ; that all 
free male persons, hired servants, and apprentices, above 
the age of sixteen and under fifty yeais, except such as 
are hereafter excepted, shall be enlisted into the Militia by 
the Commander-in-Chief of the County, and formed into 
Companies of not less than thirty-two nor more than six- 
ty-eight, rank and file, to be placed under one Captain, 
one Lieutenant, and one Ensign, all of whom shall be com- 
missioned by the Committee of Safety, upon the nomina- 
tion of the Committees of the Counties as aforesaid. And 
the Commander-in-Chief of each County shall, within 
three months after passing this Ordinance, deliver to each 
Captain a list of the names of the men appointed for his 
Company; and every Captain receiving such list shall 
summon his Company to meet within a fortnight, at such 
convenient time and place as he may appoint, in order to 
lay a proper foundation for training and disciplining them 
in the most effectual manner. 

Provided, That the Members of his Majesty's Council, 
and the Committee of Safety, the President of the Con- 
vention, Treasurer, Attorney-General, Auditor, Clerk of 
the Council, Clerk of the Secretary's Office, Clerk of the 
General Convention, and Clerk of the Committee of Safe- 
ty, (each of which exempts furnishing a stand of Arms for 
a Soldier,) all Clergymen and dissenting Ministers, the 
President, Professors, Students, and Scholars of William 
and Mary College, the Keeper of the publick Jail, all 
Overseers of four tithables residing on a Plantation, and 
all Millers, and persons concerned in Iron Works, shall be 
exempted from such enlistment. 

And be it further ordained, That if any Commander- 
in-Chief of any County shall fail to do his duty as above 
directed, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of two hundred 
Pounds. 

And be it further ordained, That every Militia-Man so 
to be enlisted shall furnish himself with a good Rifle, if to 
be had, or otherwise with a Tomahawk, common Firelock, 
Bayonet, Pouch, or Cartouch-Box, three charges of Pow- 
der and Ball, and appear with the same at the place ap- 
pointed for mustering, and shall constantly keep by hiiu 
one pound of Powder and four pounds of Ball, to be pro- 
duced whenever called for by his Commanding Officer. 

Provided, always, That no person shall be subject to 
the penalties hereby inflicted, for the not providing or pro- 
ducing the quantity of Powder required, who shall make 
it appear to the Court-Martial that he has used his best 
endeavours to procure such Powder, and hath not been 
able so to do ; also, that if it be certified by a Court-Mar- 
tial that any Soldier enlisted is so poor as not to be able to 
purchase the Arms as aforesaid, then such Arms shall, by 
order of the Committee of the County, be procured so 
soon as may be, at the expense of the publick. And if 
any person shall presume to sell or buy any Arms thus 
provided, he shall forfeit and pay the sum of six Pounds; 
and all Arms so purchased and delivered to any such poor 
Soldier shall, on his death or removal out of the County, 
be delivered to the chief Officer of the Militia in the Coun- 
ty, or to the Captain of the Company to which such poor 
Soldier did belong, to be by such Officer delivered to any 
other poor Soldier whom the Commanding Officer shall 
adjudge unable to provide himself with Arms as aforesaid. 
And be it further ordained, That there shall be a Pri- 
vate Muster of the several Companies in each County once 
a fortnight, except in the months of December, January, 
and February, and the Officers and Soldiers shall be on 
the place appointed by ten o'clock in the forenoon ; and 
moreover, there shall be a General Muster in every Coun- 
ty in the months of April and Qctober iti each year, and 
the Officers and Soldiers shall appear on the parade by 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 

And be it further ordained, That if any Officer, when 
on duty, shall misbehave, he shall be subject to the cen- 



sure of a Court-Martial, who shall, if they see cause, cer- 
tify such misbehaviour to the Committee of the County, 
City, or Borough, by whom such Officer was nominated, 
who shall have full power to displace or remove such Offi- 
cer from his post, if they shall judge it expedient for the 
good of the publick ; and if any Soldier shall, at any Gen- 
eral or Private Muster, refuse to obey the command of his 
Officer, or shall behave himself refractorily and mutinously, 
or misbehave himself at a Court-Martial, it shall and may 
be lawful for the Commanding Officer then present to 
cause such offender to be tied neck and heels, for any time 
not exceeding five minutes. 

And be it further ordained, That every Captain, or in 
his absence the next Commissioned Officer, shall make re- 
turn of all delinquencies in his Company, either at General 
or Private Musters, to the next Court-Martial; and the 
better to enable him so to do, the senior Sergeant, being 
first sworn by a Magistrate, shall act as Clerk, and call 
over the Roll at each Muster. And the Lieutenant, or 
other chief Officer of the Militia, shall and may order the 
other Officers and Soldiers under him to go armed to their 
Parish Churches on Sundays, and to any licensed Meeting- 
Houses, whenever he judges it necessary. 

And be it further Ordained, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the Field-Officers and Captains of every Coun- 
ty, or the major part of them, whereof a Field-Officer shall 
be one, and they are hereby required to meet at the Court- 
Houses of their respective Counties the day next following 
the General Muster in the months of April and October, in 
every year, if fair, if not. the next fair day, then and there to 
hold a Court-Martial ; which Court shall have power to ad- 
journ from day to day, and to inquire of the age and abilities 
of all persons enlisted, and exempt such as they shall adjudge 
incapable of service, and of all delinquents returned by the 
Captains for absence from Musters, or appearing without 
Arms, Powder, or Ball. And the said Court, the better 
to conduct the business before them, shall and may appoint 
a Clerk, to whom the President of the Court shall admin- 
ister an oath, well and faithfully to perform the duties of 
his office ; and the said Court shall allow such Clerk, so 
appointed, such salary as they may judge his services en- 
title him to. And every County Lieutenant, or the next 
officer in command, if the Lieutenant should be absent on 
necessary business, failing to appoint a General Muster, as 
before directed, shall forfeit and pay one hundred Pounds; 
and every Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, or Major, failing 
10 appear with their proper Arms at any General Mus- 
ter, shall forfeit and pay ten Pounds ; and every Cap- 
tain failing to muster and exercise his Company once in 
every fortnight, except as before excepted, shall forfeit 
and pay forty Shillings for every neglect ; andTalling to 
appear at any General Muster, shall forfeit and pay fifty 
Shillings; every Lieutenant failing to appear at any Muster, 
twenty Shillings ; and every Ensign, I'or the like failure, 
the sum of twenty Shillings ; and every Soldier not ap- 
pearing, or appearing without proper Arms, five Shillings ; 
or for not bringing with him three charges of Powder and 
Ball, three Shillings ; or failing to bring into the field, when 
required by his Commanding Officer, one pound of Pow- 
der and four pounds of Ball, five Shillings. And every 
Captain, or in his absence from muster the next command- 
ing officer, failing to return the list of the persons who 
shall not appear at Muster to the Courts-Martial, or who 
shall appear without proper Arms, Powder, and Ball, shall 
forfeit and pay ten Pounds ; provided, if the person so fail- 
ing shall, at the next Court-Martial, or, in case of his ina- 
bility to attend, at the succeeding Court-Martial, offer a 
reasonable excuse for any such delinquencies, such excuse 
shall and may be admitted, and the party complained of 
discharged of all and every the penalties aforesaid. 

And be it further ordained, That the Captain of each 
Company shall and may appoint one Drummer and one 
Fifer, who shall be paid for their attendance the same as 
is allowed in the Minute service ; and the said Captains 
shall provide Drums, Fifes, Colours, and Halberds, at the 
publick expense, to be reimbursed out of the fines; and 
every Clerk of a Court-Martial shall deliver a list of the 
fines imposed by the Court-Martial to the Collector, within 
twenty days, under the penalty of one hundred Pounds, to 
be imposed by the next succeeding Court-Martial. 

And be it further ordained, That every Officer of the 
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Militia within this Colony shall, at all times that he acts on 
duty, at any Private or General Muster, appear armed in 
the following manner, that is to say: every County Lieu- 
tenant, Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major, with a 
Sword ; and every Captain and Lieutenant with a Firelock 
and Bayonet, and a Sword, and three charges of Powder 
and Ball ; every Ensign with a Sword ; every Sergeant 
and Corporal with a Sword and Halberd, under the penalty 
of twenty Shillings ; and the said fines to be levied by a 
Court-Martial, and appropriated to the purchasing Arms 
and Ammunition for the use of such as are not able to pro- 
cure the same. 

And be it further ordained, That the Soldiers shall be 
allowed six months after enlisting to provide themselves 
with Arms, and in the mean time shall bring with them 
such Arms as they have, under the penalty of five Shil- 
lings, to be inflicted by a Court-Martial ; and that all Arms 
of the Militia shall be exempted from executions or dis- 
tresses, and all Officers and Soldiers shall be exempted 
from arrests in civil cases, during their continuance at, 
going to and returning- from Musters. 

And be it further ordained, That if any exempted Mil- 
ler or Overseer shall presume to appear at any Muster of 
the .Militia, or Minute-Men, or in any muster field, on the 
day on which such Muster shall be appointed, the party 
so offending shall forfeit and pay twenty Shillings, to be 
assessed upon him by the next Court-Martial, upon a cer- 
tificate of the offence to them made, by the Captain or 
chief officer present at such Muster, or the information, 
on oath, of any person whatsoever, and levied, accounted 
for, and appropriated in the same manner as the other fines 
ordered by the Court-Martial. And that all fines and penal- 
ties incurred by infants or servants, for breach or neglect 
of duty in any particular service by this Ordinance required 
of them, shall be paid by the parent, guardian, or master, 
of such infant or servant ; and if the breach or neglect of 
such servants is not occasioned by their master's influence 
or direction, then the fines incurred by them, and so paid 
by their masters, shall be repaid to their masters, by the 
further service of such servants after the times they are 
bound to serve are expired. 

And be it further ordained, That if any Collector, ap- 
pointed by a Court-Martial, shall refuse to collect the fines 
imposed by such Court-Martial, after having undertaken 
the same; he shall forfeit and pay one hundred Pounds ; 
and if any Collector refuses, or unreasonably delays to pay 
all fines by him collected to the Receiver who shall be 
appointed by a Court-Martial, he shall forfeit and pay 
double the amount thereof. 

And be it further ordained, That the several Militia 
Officers to be appointed, before they enter on the execu- 
tion of their office, shall take the following Oath, to be 
administered before the Committee of the City, Borough, 
or County, to wit: "I, A B, do solemnly swear that I 
will be faithful and true to the Colony and Dominion of 
Virginia; that I will well and truly execute the office of 

County Lieutenant of the County of , (or the 

office of , as the case may be,) according to the 

best of my skill and judgment . So help me God." 

And be it further ordained, That every County Lieu- 
tenant, Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, Major, and Captain, 
at the time of holding every Court-Martial, and before 
holding the same, shall take the following Oath, which 
shall be first administered by the next in command to the 
presiding officer then present, and then be by him admin- 
istered to the rest of the Officers, to wit: "I, A B, do 
swear that I will do equal right and justice to all men, 
according to the Ordinance of the General Convention by 
which I am appointed to this office. So help me God." 

And every person accepting a commission in the Mili- 
tia who shall neglect or refuse to qualify himself to act 
under the same, by taking the oath beforementioned, at 
the next meeting of the Committee of his County, City, 
or Borough, after receiving his commission, every such 
person shall forfeit and pay the sum of five Pounds. 

And be it further ordained, That the fines imposed by 
this Ordinance on the Chief Officer for not enlisting the 
men in his County, and on the Commanding Officer pre- 
sent in the County for not appointing General Musters, 
shall be to the use of the County, for providing Arms, and 
shall and may be recovered before a Court-Martial. 



And be it further ordained, That all Officers failing to 
attend a Court-Martial shall be subject to the same penal- 
ties as the Chief Officer for not appointing General Mus- 
ters ; provided, if no Court-Martial is held immediately 
after the next General Muster, then by the next succeed- 
ing Court-Martial. 

Provided, always, That nothing in this Ordinance con- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to the in- 
habitants of the City of William sburgh, or Borough of 
Norfolk, so as to oblige them to muster or serve in the 
Mditia out of the said City or Borough ; but that such in- 
habitants shall be enlisted and trained within the limits of 
the said City and Borough, in the same manner as is di- 
rected by this Ordinance, but under a Colonel, a Major, 
and the necessary number of Captains and other Officers, 
all of whom shall be nominated by the Committees of the 
said City and Borough, respectively, and commissioned by 
the Committee of Safety. And the said Militia Officers, 
as well as Soldiers, shall be liable, to all the penalties be- 
fore directed to be inflicted on the Officers and Soldiers in 
the Counties, either for neglect of duty or misbehaviour, 
in any respect whatsoever, to be adjudged by the Courts 
of Hustings both in the said City and Borough, without 
whose orders and directions neither of the said Militias 
shall at any time be obliged to march out of the said City 
or Borough. 

And be it further ordained, That the Commanding 
Oflicer of the Militia of every County, of the City of Wil- 
liamsburgh and Borough of Norfolk, shall appoint so many 
Patrollers as he may think fit, under proper Captains, who 
shall receive a reasonable allowance for their trouble, at 
the laying of every County levy. 

And be it further ordained, That all Quakers, and the 
people called Mcnonists, shall be exempted from serving 
in the Militia, agreeably to the several Acts of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of this Colony made for their relief and in- 
dulgence in this respect. 

And be it further ordained, That if the Officers and 
Mditia shoidd at any time be called out into actual service, 
they shall be under the same rules and regulations, be sub- 
ject to the same penalties, and shall receive the same pay, 
as are appointed, prescribed, and allowed to and for the 
Regulars, and their Officers. 

And be it further ordained, That the Court-Martial of 
every County, City, and Borough in this Colony, shall 
appoint some person, not being a member of such Court, 
to receive all the Militia fines inflicted by this Ordinance; 
who, before he enters into the execution of his office, shall 
give bond, with sufficient security, payable to the members 
of the said Court, sitting at the time the same shall be en- 
tered into and taken, and their successors, with condition 
for the due payment of all moneys that shall conre to his 
hands by virtue of his said office, which bond shall not 
become void on the fust recovery, but may be prosecuted 
and put in suit from time to time, by and at the cost ant! 
charges in the law of any party or parties injured, until the 
whole penally therein mentioned shall be recovered. And 
if any Receiver hereafter to be appointed shall fail or 
delay to account with the Court-Martial, or to apply the 
money by him received as he shall be directed, after de- 
ducting at the rate of five per cent., which he shall be 
allowed for his trouble by the Court-Martial, then, upon 
motion or complaint made to the County Court, or Court 
of Hustings of the City of Williamsburgh or Borough of 
Norfolk, respectively, by any Officer or Soldier of the Mi- 
litia against such Receiver, such Court shall give judgment 
and award execution against him and his securities, their 
executors, or administrators, for the same, and cause the 
money to be appropriated to the uses directed by this Ordi- 
nance, in such manner as the Court-Martial shall appoint ; 
provided, that such Receiver and his securities, their ex- 
ecutors, or administrators, have ten days' previous notice of 
such motion. 

And be it further ordained, That this Ordinance shall, 
by command of each Colonel, be publickfy read at the 
head of his Regiment, as soon as the same is embodied 
and formed, and once in six months thereafter, under the 
penalty of one hundred Pounds, to be paid by such Colo- 
nel, for every neglect ; and the same shall also be pub- 
lickly read at every meeting of a Battalion of the Minute- 
Men in each District, and at every General Muster, by 
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the order of the Colonel, County Lieutenant, or chief 
Officer then present, under the penalty of one hundred 
Pounds, to be paid by any such Olficer, for every neglect. 
And whereas it is declared by this Ordinance, that four 
hundred and twenty -five Men, under proper Officers, shall 
be stationed at the several Forts upon the frontiers of this 
Colony, It is hereby ordained, That as soon as the treaty 
of peace shall be concluded with the several Tribes of In- 
dians bordering on the western parts, of this Colony, it 
shall be in the power of the Committee of Safety, if the 
Convention is not sitting, to disband the whole, or such 
part thereof as to them shall seem most expedient and con- 
sistent with the good of this Colony. 



II. An Ordinance for the better government of the Forces 

to be raised and employed in the service of the Colony 

and Dominion of Virginia. 

Be it ordained by the Representatives of the People in 
Convention assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
That the following Rules and Articles be established, that 
is to say : 

Article i. That every Officer and Soldier who shall 
serve in the Provincial Army, either of Regulars or Min- 
ute-Men, shall, at the time of accepting his Commission 
and Enlistment, subscribe the following Rules and Regu- 
lations, and thereafter be bound by the same ; and more- 
over, every Officer and Soldier (except Quakers, who are 
to inake a_soIem.n affirmation to the same effect) shall take 
the following Oaths, to be administered by the Committee 
of Safety to the Field-Officers, by the respective County 
Committees to the Officers to be by them nominated, and 
by a Justice of Peace to any Soldier, not under two days 
from the time of his enlistment, or a Member of the Com- 
mittee of any County, City, or Borough, where he may be 
enlisted, ....... 

; Oat? H or a commander-in-chief. 

'Si, A B, do swear that I will be faithful and true to 
the Colony and Dominion of Virginia; that I will serve 
the same to the utmost of my power, in defence of the 
just rights of America, against all enemies whatsoever; that 
I will, from time to time, obey such orders as I may receive 
from the General Convention, or other authority by them 
appointed ; and that I will disband all the Forces under 
my command and lay down my arms, when required by 
the Genera] Convention, or the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia. So help me God.'" 

OATH OF THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 

; " I, A B, do swear that I will be faithful and true to the 
Colony and Dominion of Virginia; that I will serve the 
same lo„t]j£_jjlmost qf my power, in defence of the just 
rights of America, against all enemies whatsoever; that 1 
will obey the orders of such Officers who may be set over 
me, and lay down my arms peaceably, when required so 
to do either by the General Convention or the General As- 
sembly of Virginia. So help me God." 

Art.jt.. It js, earnestly recommended to all Officers and 
Soldiers diligently to attend divine service ; and all Officers 
and Soldiers who shall behave indecently and irreverently 
at any place of divine worship, shall, if Commissioned Offi- 
cers, be brought before a Court-Martial, there to be pub- 
lickly and severely reprimanded by the President. If 
Non-Commissioned Officers or Soldiers, every person so 
offending shall, for the first offence, forfeit one day's pay; 
for the second offence, he shall not only forfeit the like 
sum, but be confined for any time not exceeding twenty- 
four hours ; and for every other like offence shall forfeit 
and pay in like manner, to the use of the sick Soldiers of 
the Regiment to which the offender belongs. 

Art. nr. Whatsoever Commissioned or Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers or Soldiers shall use any profane oath or 
execration shall incur the penalties expressed in the second 
article; anffTFa Commissioned Officer be thus guilty of 
profane cursing or swearing, he shall forfeit for each and 
every such offence one day's pay. And whatsoever Com- 
missioned or ,|Von-Cpmrj)issipned Officer pr.Soldier shall 
practise any species of gaming, he shall, on being convict- 
ed thereof before a Regimental Court-Martial, pay such 
fine or suffer such punishment as may be inflicted by the 
said. Court, 

Art, nC Any Officer or Soldier who shall behave him- 



self with contempt or disrespect towards the Generals, Gen- 
eral, or Commander-in-Chief of the Provincial Forces, or 
shall speak fdse words, tending to his or their hurt or dis- 
honour, shall be punished according to the nature of his 
offence, by the judgment of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. v. Any Officer or Soldier who shall begin, excite, 
cause, or join in any mutiny or sedition, in the Regiment 
or Company to which he belongs, or in any other Regi- 
ment or Company of the Provincial Forces, either by land 
or sea, in any party, post, detachment, or guard, on any 
pretence whatsoever, shall suffer such punishment as by a 
General Court-Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. vi. Any Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, or 
Soldier, who, being present at any mutiny or sedition, does 
not use his utmost endeavours to suppress the same, or, 
coming to the knowledge of any mutiny, or intended mu- 
tiny, does not, without delay, give information thereof to 
the Commanding Officer, shall be punished, by order of 
a General Court-Martial, according to the nature of his 
offence. 

Art. vii. Any Officer or Soldier who shall strike his 
superiour Officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shall lift up 
any weapon, or offer any violence against him, being in the 
execution of his office, on any pretence whatsoever, or 
shall disobey any lawful commands of his superiour Offi- 
cer, shall suffer such punishment as shall, according to the 
nature of his offence, be ordered by the sentence of a Gen- 
eral Court-Martial. 

Art. viii. Any Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier 
who shall desert, or, without leave from bis Commanding 
Officer, absent himself from the Company to which he 
belongs, or from any detachment of the same, shall, upon 
being convicted thereof, be punished according to the 
nature of his offence, at the discretion of a General Court- 
Martial. 

Art. ix. Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall be con- 
victed of having advised or persuaded any other Officer or 
Soldier to desert, shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
ordered by the sentence ofa General Court-Martial. 

Art. x. All Officers, of what condition soever, shall 
have power to part and quell all quarrels, frays, and dis- 
orders, though the persons concerned belong to another 
Regiment or Company, and either order Officers or Sol- 
diers to be confined or imprisoned till their proper supe- 
riour Officer shall be acquainted therewith ; and whoever 
shall refuse to obey such Officer, (though of an inferiour 
rank,) or shall draw his sword upon him, shall be punished 
at the discretion ofa General Court-Martial. 

Art. xi. No Officer or Soldier shall use any reproach- 
ful or provoking speeches or gestures to another, nor shall 
presume to send a challenge to any person to fight a duel ; 
and whosoever shall knowingly and willingly suffer any 
person whatsoever to go forth to fight a duel, or shall 
second, promote, or carry any challenge, shall be deemed 
as a principal ; and whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall 
upbraid another for refusing a challenge, shall also be con- 
sidered as a challenger ; and all such offenders, in any of 
those or such like cases, shall be punished at the discretion 
of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xii. Any Officer commanding in quarters or on a 
march shall keep good order, and to the utmost of his pow- 
er redress all such abuses or disorders which may be com- 
mitted by any Officer or Soldier under his command. If, 
upon any complaint made to him of Officers or Soldiers 
beating or otherwise ill-treating any person, or of commit- 
ting any kind of riot, to the disquieting of the inhabitants 
of this Colony, he, the said Commander, who shall refuse 
or omit to see justice done on the offender or offenders, and 
reparation made to the party or parlies injured, as far as the 
offender's wages will enable him or them, shall, upon due 
proof thereof, be punished as ordered by a General Court- 
Martial, in such manner as if he himself had committed 
the crimes or disorders complained of. 

Art. xiii. If any Officer or Soldier should think him- 
self to be wronged by bis Colonel, or the Commanding 
Officer of the Regiment, and shall, upon due application 
made to him, be refused to be redressed, he may complain 
to the General or Commander-in-Chief of the Provincial 
Regulars, in order to obtain justice ; who is hereby required 
to examine into the said complaint, and see that justice be 
done. i' .."--. 
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Art. xiv. If any Officer or Soldier shall think himself 
wronged by his Captain, or other Officer commanding the 
Company to which he belongs, he is to complain thereof 
to the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, who is here- 
by required to summon a Regimental Court-Martial for the 
doing justice to the complainant, from which Regimental 
Court-Martial either party may, if he thinks himself still 
aggrieved, appeal to a General Court-Martial; but if, upon 
a second hearing, the appeal shall appear to be vexatious 
and groundless, the person so appealing shall be punished 
at the discretion of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xv. Whatsoever Non-Commissioned Officer or 
Soldier shall be convicted at a Regimental Court-Martial 
of having sold, or designedly or through neglect wasted 
the Ammunition, Arms, or Provisions, or other Military 
Stores delivered out to him, to be employed in the service 
of this Colony, shall, if an Officer, be reduced to a private 
Sentinel; and if a private Soldier, shall surfer such punish- 
ment as shall be ordered by a Regimental Court-Martial. 

Art. xvi. All Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
who shall be found one mile from the Camp, without leave 
in writing from the Commanding Officer, shall suffer such 
punishment as shall be inflicted on him or them by the sen- 
tence of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xvii. No Officer or Soldier shall be out of his 
Quarters or Camp without leave from the Commanding 
Officer of the Regiment, upon penalty of being punished, 
according to the nature of his offence, by a Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art. xviii. Every Non-Commissioned Officer and Sol- 
dier shall repair to his Quarters, or Tent, at the beating 
of the Retreat; in default of which, he shall be punished, 
according to the nature of his offence, by order of a Regi- 
mental Court-Martial. 

Art. xix. No Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, or 
Soldier, shall faiLof repairing, at the time fixed, to the 
place of parade or exercise, or other rendezvous appointed 
by the Commanding Officer, if not prevented by sickness, 
or some other necessity; or shall go from the said place of 
rendezvous, or from his guard, without leave from his Com- 
manding OfficeT, before he shall be regularly dismissed or 
relieved, on penalty of being punished, according to the 
nature of his offence, by the sentence of a Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art. xx. Whatsoever Commissioned Officer shall be 
found drunk on his guard, party, or other duty, under Aims, 
shall be cashiered for it. Any Non-Commissioned Officer 
or Soldier, so offending, shall suffer such punishment as 
shall be ordered by the sentence of a Regimental Court- 
Martial. 

Art. xxi. Whatsoever Sentinel shall be found sleeping 
upon his post, or shall leave it before he shall be regularly 
relieved, shall suffer such punishment as shall be ordered by 
the sentence of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xxii. Any person belonging to the Provincial Army 
who, by discharging of Fire-Arms, beating of Drums, or by 
any other means whatsoever, shall occasion false alarms in 
Camp or Quarters, shall suffer such punishment as shall 
be ordered by the sentence of a General Court-Martial. 

Art. xxiii. Any Officer or Soldier who shall, without 
urgent necessity, or without leave of his superiour Officer, 
quit his platoon or division, shall be punished, according to 
the nature of his offence, by the sentence of a Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Art. xxiv. No Officer or Soldier shall do violence or 
offer aji y insult or abuse to any person who shall bring Pro- 
visions or other necessaries to the Camp or Quarters of the 
Provincial Army. Any Officer or Soldier, so offending, 
shall suffer such punishment as shall be ordered by a Regi- 
mental Court-Martial. 

Aht._ xxy. Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall shame- 
fully abandon any post committed to his charge, or shall 
induce others so to do, in the time of an engagement, shall 
suffer death immediately. 

Art._xxvi. Any person belonging to the Provincial 
Army who shall make known the watch-word to any per- 
son who is not entitled to receive it, according to the rules 
and discipline of war, or shall presume to give a parole or 
watch-word different from what he received, shall suffer 
death, or such other punishment as shall be ordered by the 
sentence of a General Court-Martial. 



Art. xxvii. Whosoever belonging to the Provincial 
Army shall relieve the enemy with Money, Victuals, or 
Ammunition, or shall knowingly harbour or protect an ene- 
my, shall suffer such punishment as shall by a General 
Court-Martial be ordered. 

Art. xxviii. Whosoever belonging to the Provincial 
Army shall be convicted of holding correspondence with, 
or of giving intelligence to the enemy, either directly or 
indirectly, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as 
by a General Court-Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. xxix. All Publick Stores taken in the enemy's 
Camp or Magazine, whether of Artillery, Ammunition, 
Clothing, or Provisions, shall be secured for the use of the 
Colony of Virginia. 

Art. xxx. If any Officer or Soldier shall leave his post 
or colours, at the time of an engagement, to go in search 
of plunder, he shall, upon being convicted thereof before a 
General Court-Martial, suffer such punishment as by the 
said Court-Martial shall be ordered. 

Art. xxxi. If any Commander of any Post, Intrench- 
ment, or Fortress, shall be compelled, by the Officers or 
Soldiers under his command, to give it up to the enemy, or 
to abandon it, the Commissioned Officer, or Non-Commis- 
sioned Officer, or Soldier, who shall be convicted of having 
so offended, shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as may be inflicted on them by the sentence of a General 
Court-Martial. 

Art. xxxii. All Sutlers and Retainers to a Camp, and 
all persons whatsoever serving with the Provincial Army 
in the field, though not enlisted as Soldiers, are to be sub- 
ject to the Articles, Rules, and Regulations, of the Provin- 
cial Army. 

Art. xxxur. No General Court-Martial shall consist of 
a less number than thirteen, none of which shall be under 
the degree of a Commissioned Officer, and the President 
shall be a Field-Officer. And the President of each and 
every Court-Martial, whether General or Regimental, shall 
have power to administer an Oath to every witness, in order 
to the trial of offenders; and the Members of all Courts- 
Martial shall be duly sworn by the President, and the next 
in rank to the Court-Martial shall administer the Oath to 
the President. Provided, that when any person is to be 
tried for his life, under any of the foregoing or subsequent 
Articles, the Commanding Officer shall appoint twenty-four 
Members, at least, to be of the Court-Martial, two of which 
shall be Field-Officers, and ten shall be Captains, out of 
which the offender may choose fifteen, one of whom shall 
be a Field-Officer, and five of them Captains, and sentence 
of death shall not be pronounced unless twelve of the 
Court-Martial concur in such sentence. 

Art. xxxiv. The Members, both of General and Regi- 
mental Courts-Martial, shall, when belonging to the differ- 
ent Corps, take the same rank that they hold in the Army; 
but, when Courts-Martial shall be composed of Officers of 
one Corps, they shall take their ranks according to their 
commissions by which they are mustered in the said Corps. 

Art. xxxv. All the Members of a Court-Martial are 
to behave with calmness, decency, moderation, and impar- 
tiality ; and, in giving their votes, are to begin with the 
youngest or lowest in commission. 

Art. xxxvi. No Field-Officer shall be tried by any per- 
son under the degree of a Captain ; nor shall any proceed- 
ings or trial be carried on, excepting between the hours of 
eight in the morning and three in the afternoon, except in 
cases which require an immediate example. 

Art. xxxvii. The Commissioned Officers of every Re- 
giment may, by the appointment of their Colonel or Com- 
manding Officer, hold Regimental Courts-Martial for the 
inquiring into such disputes or criminal matters as may come 
before them, and for inflicting corporal punishment for small 
offences, and shall give judgment by the majority of voices ; 
but no sentence shall be executed till the Commanding 
Officer (not being a Member of the Court-Martial) shall 
have confirmed the same. : : 

Art. xxxviii. No Regimental Court-Martial shall con- 
sist of less than five Officers, excepting in cases where that 
number cannot be conveniently assembled, when three may 
be sufficient, who are likewise to determine upon the sen- 
tence by a majority of voices, which sentence is to be con- 
firmed by the Commanding Officer, not being a Member 
of the Court-Martial. 
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Art. xxxix. Every Officer commanding in any Fort, 
Castle, or Barrack, or elsewhere, where the Corps under 
his command consists of detachments from different Regi- 
ments, and any other Forces that may compose the Corps, 
may assemhle Courts-Martial for the trial of offenders, in 
the same manner as if they were Regimental, whose sen- 
tence is not to be executed till it shall be confirmed by the 
said Commanding Officer. 

Art. xl. No person whatsoever shall use menacing 
words, signs, or gestures, in the presence of a Court-Mar- 
tial when silling, or shall cause any disorder or riot, so 
as to disturb their proceedings, on the penalty of being 
punished at the discretion of the said Court-Martial. 

Art. xli. To the end that offenders may be brought to 
justice, whenever any Officer or Soldier shall commit a 
crime deserving punishment, he shall, by his Commanding 
Officer, if an Officer, be put in arrest ; if a Non-Commis- 
sioned Officer or Soldier, be imprisoned till he shall be either 
tried by a Court-Martial, or shall be lawfully discharged by 
proper authority. 

• Art. xl.ii. No Officer or Soldier, who shall be put in 
arrest or imprisonment, shall Continue in his confinement 
more than eight days, or till such time as a Court-Martial 
can be conveniently assembled. 

Art. xliii. No Officer commanding a Guard, or Pro- 
vost-Martial, shall refuse to receive or keep any prisoner 
committed to his charge by an Officer belonging to the Pro- 
vincial Forces; which Officer shall, at the same time, de- 
liver an trceusation, signed by himself, of the crime with 
which the said prisoner is charged. 

Art. xLiy, No Officer commanding a Guard, or Provost- 
Martial, shall presume to release any prisoner committed 
to his charge without proper authority lor so doing; nor 
shall he suffer any prisoner to escape, on the penalty of 
being punished for it by the sentence of a General Court- 
Martial. 

Art. xlv. Every Officer or Provost-Martial, to whose 
charge prisoners shall be committed, is hereby required, 
within. twenty-four hours after such commitment, or as soon 
as he shall be relieved from his guard, to give in writing to 
the CoJoneJ of the Regiment to whom the prisoner belongs, 
where the prisoner is confined upon the guard belonging to 
the said Regiment, and that his offence only relates to 
neglect of duty, in his own Corps, or to the Commander-in- 
Chief, their names, their crimes, and the name of the Offi- 
cer who rommjtted them, on the penalty of being punished, 
for Jiis^ jhsobedien/:e or neglect, at the discretion of the 
Genera] Court-Martial. 

Art. xl vi. Whatsoever Commissioned Officer shall leave 
his confinement before he is set at liberty by the Officer who 
confined him, or by a superiour power, shall be cashiered 
for it. 

Art. xlvit. Whatsoever Commissioned Officer shall be 
convicted before a General Court-Martial of behaving in a 
scandalous, infamous manner, such as is unbecoming the 
character of an officer and a gentleman, shall be discharged 
from the, service. 

Art. xl viii. All Officers, Conductors, Gunners, Ma- 
trosses. Drivers, or any other persons whatsoever, receiving 
pay or hire in the service of the Provincial Artillery, shall 
be governed by the aforesaid Rules and Articles, and shall 
be subject to be tried by Courts-Martial, in like manner 
■witti'ine Officers and Soldiers of the Provincial Forces. 

Art\xlix.. For, differences arising among themselves, or 
in matters .relating solely to their own Corps, Courts-Mar- 
tial m ay be com posed of their own Officers; but where a 
nnmbexsu^cient^or.such Officers cannot be assembled, or 
in matterj' wKg iej n o ther Corps are interested, the Officers 
of ArtQTf ry^sHal 1 sit in Courts-Martial with the Officers of 
tlie^Cprps. 

4B T v L i 1 All,,.cr'. m ? s n ot capital, and all disorders and 
neglects which. Officers and Soldiers may be guilty of, to 
the prejudice of good order and military discipline, though 
not mentioned in the Articles of War, are to be taken cog- 
nizance. oL by a General or Regimental Court-Martial, 
according to the nature and degree of the offence, and 
be punished at their discretion. 

Art. Li. That no person shall be sentenced by the 
Court-Martial to suffer death, except in the cases expressly 
mentioned jn. the foregoing Articles; nor shall any punish- 
ment be inflicted, at the discretion of the Court-Martial, 



other than degrading, cashiering, drumming out of the Army; 
whipping, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; fine, not ex- 
ceeding two months' pay of the offender ; imprisonment, 
not exceeding one month. 

Art. lii. The Field-Officers of each and every Regi- 
ment are to appoint some suitable person belonging to such 
Regiment, to receive all such fines as may arise within the 
same for any breach of any of the foregoing Articles, and 
shall direct the same to be carefully and properly applied 
to the relief of such sick, wounded, or necessitous Soldiers, 
as belong to such Regiment; and such person shall account 
with such Officer for all fines received, and the application 
thereof. 

Art. liit. All Members sitting in Courts-Martial shall 
be sworn by the President of the said Court, which Presi- 
dent shall himself be sworn by the Officer in the said Court 
next in rank : the Oath to be administered previous to their 
proceeding to the trial of every offender, in form following, 
viz : " You, A B, swear, that you will well and truly 
try and impartially determine the cause of the prisoner now 
to be tried, according to the rules for regulating the Pro- 
vincial Army. So help you God." 

Art. liv. All persons called to give evidence in any 
case before a Court-Martial, who shall refuse to give evi- 
dence, shall be punished for such refusal at the discretion 
of such Court-Martial : the Oath to be administered in the 
following form, viz : " You shall swear the evidence you 
shall give, in the case now in hearing, shall be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. So help you 
God:' 

Art. lv. Every Officer commanding a Regiment or 
Company shall, upon notice given to him by the Commis- 
sary of Musters, or from one of his Deputies, assemble the 
Regiment or Company under his command, in the next 
convenient place for their being mustered. 

Art. lvi. Every Colonel or other Field-Officer, or Offi- 
cer commanding any Corps to which there is no Field-Offi- 
cer, and actually residing with it, may give furloughs to 
Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers, in such numbers, 
and for so long a time, as he shall judge to be most con- 
sistent with the good of the service ; but no Non-Commis- 
sioned Officer or Soldier shall, by leave of his Captain, or 
inferiour officer commanding the Company, (his Field-Offi- 
cer not being present) be absent above twenty days in six 
months ; nor shall more than two private men be absent at 
the same time from their Company, excepting some extra- 
ordinary occasion shall require it; of which occasion the 
Field-Officer present with, and commanding the Regiment 
or Independent Corps, is to be judge. 

Art. lvii. At every Muster the Commanding Officer of 
each Regiment or Company then present, shall give to the 
Commissary of Musters certificates, signed by himself, signi- 
fying how long such Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, 
and Soldiers, who shall not appear at the said Muster, have 
been absent, and the reason of their absence ; which rea- 
son, and the time of absence, shall be inserted in the Mus- 
ter-Roils, opposite to the respective names of such absen- 
tees ; the said certificate, together with the Muster-Roll, to 
be, by the said Commissary, transmitted to the Command- 
ing Officer of the Provincial Forces, and by him to the 
Committee of Safety appointed by this Convention, within 
twenty days next after such Muster being taken ; on failure 
whereof, the Commissary so offending shall be discharged 
from the service. -- 

Art. lviii. Every Officer who shall be convicted before 
a General Court-Martial of having signed a false certificate 
relating to the absence of either Officers or Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers, or private Soldiers, shall be cashiered. 

Art. lix. Every Officer who shall knowingly make a 
false muster of man or horse, and every Officer or Commis- 
sary who shall willingly sign, direct, or allow the signing of 
the Muster-Rolls wherein such false muster is contained, 
shall, upon proof made thereof by two witnesses, before a 
General Court-Martial, be cashiered, and^ moreover, forfeit 
all such pay as may be due to him at the time of convic- 
tion for such offence. 

Art. lx. Any Commissaiy who shall be convicted of 
having taken any gift or gratuity on the mustering any Re- 
giment or Company, on the signing the Muster-Rolls, shall 
be displaced from his office, and forfeit and pay as in the 
preceding Article. 
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Art. lxi. Any Officer who shall presume to muster 
any person as a Soldier who is at all times accustomed to 
wear a livery, or who does not actually do his duty as a 
Soldier, shall be deemed guilty of having made a false 
muster, and shall suffer accordingly. 

Art. lxii. Every Officer who shall knowingly make a 
false Return to the Commander-in-Chief of the Provincial 
Forces, or to any of his superiour Officers authorized to call 
for such Returns of the state of the Regiment, Company, 
or Garrison, under his command, or of Arms, Ammunition, 
Clothing, or other Stores thereunto belonging, shall by a 
Court-Martial be cashiered. 

Art. lxiii. The Commanding Officer of every Regi- 
ment or other Corps, or of any Garrison in the service 
aforesaid, shall, in the beginning of every month, remit to 
the Commander-in-Chief of the said Forces an exact Re- 
turn of the state of the Regiment, Troops, or other Corps, 
or of any Garrison under his command, specifying the 
names of the Officers not then residing at their posts, and 
the reason for and time of their absence. Whoever shall 
be convicted of having, through neglect or design, omitted 
the sending such Returns, shall be punished, according to 
the nature of their offence, by the judgment of a General 
Court-Martial. 

Art. lxiv. No Sutler shall be permitted to sell any 
kind of liquor or victuals, or to keep their houses or shops 
open, for the entertainment of Soldiers, after nine at night, 
or before the beating the reveilles, or upon Sundays during 
divine service or sermon, on the penalty of being dismissed 
from all future sutling. 

Art. lxv. All Officers commanding in the Camp, or in 
any Forts, Barracks, or Garrisons, are hereby required to 
see that the persons permitted to suttle shall supply the 
Soldiers with good and wholesome provisions, at a rea- 
sonable price, as they shall be answerable for their neg- 
lect. 

Art. lxvi. No Officer commanding in any Camp, Gar- 
rison, Fort, or Barracks, shall either themselves exact 
exorbitant prices for houses or stalls let out to Sutlers, or 
connive at the like exactions in others, or lay any duty 
or imposition upon, or be interested in the sale of such 
victuals, liquors, or other necessaries of life, which are 
brought into the Camp, Garrison, Fort, or Barracks, for the 
use of the Soldiers, on the penalty of being discharged 
from the service. 

Art. lxvii. That the Commanders-in-Chief, for the time 
being, shall have full power of pardoning or mitigating any 
of the punishments ordered to be inflicted for any of the 
offences mentioned in any of the foregoing Articles; and 
every offender, convicted as aforesaid by any Regimental 
Court-Martial, may be pardoned, or have his punishment 
mitigated, by the Colonel or Officer commanding the Regi- 
ment. 

Art. lxviii. When any Commissioned Officer shall 
happen to die, or be killed in the service of this Colony, 
the Major of the Regiment, or the Officer doing the Ma- 
jor's duty in his absence, shall immediately secure all his 
effects or equipage, then in Camp or Quarters, and shall, 
before the next Regimental Court-Martial, make an inven- 
tory thereof, and forthwith transmit the same to the office 
of the Secretary of the Committee of Safety, to the end 
that his executors may, after the payment of his debts, in 
quarter and interment, receive the overplus, if any be, to 
his or their use. 

Art. lxix. When any Non-Commissioned Officer or 
Private Soldier shall happen to die, or be killed in the ser- 
vice of this Colony, the then Commanding Officer of the 
Company shall, in the presence of two other Commissioned 
Officers, take an account of whatever effects he dies pos- 
sessedof, and transmit the same, as in the case above pro- 
vided for, in order that the same may be secured for and 
paid to their respective representatives. 

Art. lxx. No Chaplain who is commissioned to a Re- 
giment, Company, or Garrison, shall absent himself from 
the said Regiment, Company, or Garrison, (excepting in 
cases of sickness or leave of absence,) upon pain of being 
brought to a Court-Martial and punished, as their judgment 
and the circumstances of the offence may require. 

Art. lxxi; Whatever Chaplain to a Regiment or Gar- 
rison shall be guilty of drunkenness, or of other scandalous 
or vicious behaviour, derogating from the sacred character 
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with which he is invested, shall, upon due proofs before a 
Court-Martial, be discharged from his office. 

Art. lxxii. No sentence of a Court-Martial, whereby 
the pains of death are to be inflicted on any offender, shall 
be carried into execution till the same hath been approved 
of by the Committee of Safety, and such approbation cer- 
tified to the Commander-in-Chief. 

Art. lxxiii. The foregoing Rules and Regulations shall 
be publickly read at the head of each Regiment, once in 
three months, by order of the Colonel or Commander-in- 
Chief of such Regiment, under the penalty of fifty Pounds, 
to be paid by such Colonel or Commander for every 
neglect. 



III. An Ordinance appointing a Committee of Safety, for 
the more _ effectual carrying into execution the several 
Rules and Regulations established by this Convention 
for the protection of this Colony. 

Whereas in the present time of danger, and the alarm- 
ing and distressed situation of the Country, it is judged 
necessary that a Committee of Safety should be established, 
for the better and more effectual carrying into execution 
the several Ordinances and Resolutions of this Conven- 
tion : 

Be it therefore ordained, by the Delegates deputed to 
represent the several Counties and Corporations within this 
Colony, in the present General Convention, and it is here- 
by ordained by the authority of the same, That Edmund 
Pendleton, George Mason, John Page, Richard Bland, 
Thomas Ludwell Lee, Paul Carringtbn, Dudley Digges, 
William Cabell, Carter Braxton, James Mercer, and John 
Tabb, Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed and de- 
clared a Committee of Safety throughout this Colony, for 
the purposes aforesaid. — 

And the said Committee shall, so soon as may be, assem- 
ble at such convenient time and place as may be appointed 
by the person first named of the said Committee ; and 
being so assembled, and having first taTenan oath, to be 
administered to the Member first named by any two other 
Members, and afterwards by him to the rest of the Com- 
mittee, well and faithfully to execute the duties of their 
office, shall proceed to (he election of a President and 
Vice-President, to act in case of the death or necessary 
absence of the .President, and shall also appoint a Clerk, 
who, for his services, shall receive such salary as may be 
judged reasonable by the General Convention. And the 
said Committee shall have power to adjourn from time to 
time, and to such place as they think fit and convenient, 
and if exigencies should occur that may render an inter- 
mediate meeting of the said Committee necessary, the Pre- 
sident, or, in case of his absence, the Vice-President, may 
convene the said Committee or any sixrof them, and pro- 
ceed to do business as if such meeting was regularly ap- 
pointed. Provided, that in case of the death, sickness, or 
necessary absence of the President and_ Vice-President, 
the said Committee may choose other of their Members to 
either office pro tempore. ~ - : ::: — ._--- 

And the said Committee, or a majority of any six or 
more Members being present, shall have full power and 
authority to grant Commissions under their hands to any 
Officer or Officers, and to appoint any Commissioners, 
Paymasters, Commissaries, or Contractors, pursuant to the 
several Ordinances and Resolutions of this Convention, and 
to issue their Warrants from time to time to the Treasurer 
appointed by this Convention, or pursuant to their Ordi- 
nance, for the payment of all such sums of Money as are 
or shall be directed to be paid by this Convention to any 
person whatsoever, or shall be agreed to be paid by the 
said Committee to any Commissioner, Paymaster, Commis- 
sary, or Contractor, either for Provisions, Clothing, Tents, 
Arms, or other incidental charges, and for their expenses 
and trouble in procuring the same ; and, in general, to carry 
into complete and full execution all and every the Ordi- 
nances and Resolutions of this Convention, according to 
the true intent and meaning thereof. 

And be it further ordained, That the said Committee of 
Safety, ora majority of them as aforesaid, "shall have full 
power, from time to time, to superintend, direct and appoint 
stations, marches, and encampments, for the Regular Forces 
to be raised, so that they may be, on all emergencies, em- 
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ployed for the more effectual assistance and defence of any 
paft of the country most exposed to danger ; and they shall, 
W3|f j!iVjgr, have lull po wer andT authority to calTJorth into 
actual^emc^any Detachments or Companies oF Minute- 
Men, or any parts of the Militia from any District or County 
tMittimlHls Colony, having regard to the convenience and 
yicitiity of such District or County to the place of imme- 
diate ganger, and also to the internal security of such Dis- 
trict or County. And if any Companies of Minute-Men 
fit Milhia shaj l be call ed out, pursuant to the power given 
the ch ief Commandi ng Officer or other Officers, the said 
Com mittee shall a nd may judge and determine on the ne- 
cessity of propriety of making such draughts, and give such 
Orders, as to "discharging or continuing them in service, as 
to t he said Committee sha ll seem mpsj expedient and neces- 
ifflf for the advantage ancT security of the publick. 
™T£ndJ>eJt further ordained, That in case of any extra- 
ordinary exigency, the said Committee shall have power to 
call in any assistance that may be necessary, and can be 
procured, from either of the neighbouring Colonies ; and, 
if re quired "By such Colonies as may be exposed to danger, 
shall likewise have power to send them any assistance from 
this country that can be conveniently spared. 

Provided, always, That the Militia at large of any Coun- 
ty shall not be called into actual service, except in cases of 
the u most .urgent and imminent danger, nor continued, on 
any pfeTerlce ""whatever, longer on duty than their places 
C K an be^jupplled by "TVTmute-Men, to be drawn from the 
inost convenient Districts. And all chief and comrqandino' 
officers, as well of the Regulars as of the Minute-Men and 
Militia, shall, and they are hereby required to pay strict 
oBedjence. to. such orders as they shall from time to time 
receive from the said Committee of Safety; and if any 
chief or other commanding officer shall refuse or neglect 
so to do, the s aid Committee shall make a full report of 
sucli misconduc t to the next Convention. ' "... r . 

: A nd whereas . JiTT the Forces are raised and embodied, 
jt,may benecessary, to the security of the Country, that 
the M ilitia and JVojunteer Companies should be called into 
sjerviceJZTe it further ordained, That the said Committee 
of Safety sriall have full power and authority to call into 
^rjicejjn^casesbf danger, to be judged of by the said 
CpmmiUee, so many Volunteer Companies, and such parts 
tjf , thejMuia, as they may think necessary for the defence 
and, -SSS^rjity of any part of the Country, and shall appoint 
some jj! anjdajle person or persons to command the same, 
as need. may require. And the said Volunteers and Militia 
shall be_gatided [to, and receive the same allowances as are 
appointed for the Militia in other cases. 

And in order to obtain the most authentick intelligence 
in ajl matters of im portance, and to avoid false alarms, Be 
it further ordained, That the Committee of Safety shall 
keep up a correspondence with the Committees of the sev- 
eral Counties and Corporations, the Commanding Officers, 
as welLo flh eJi egu lars as the Minute-Men, and shall have 
full power to appoint a sufficient number of look-outs and 
advice boats, at proper stations, and to engage necessary 
expresses, in different parts of the Country, to be in con- 
stant readiness .to .set out on the shortest notice, and shall 
issue their warrants, from time to time, to the Treasurer, 
for paying the same. 

And the said Committee of Safety shall cause all their 
proceedings and transactions to be fairly entered in a book 
or books, to Le provided at the publick expense for that 
purpose, which shall be laid before the next Convention, to 
Whg!P ra! th4^jd_C^rri.mittee shall be accountable for their 
?9nduct^uching the premises, in every respect whatever. 
And eagh Member of the said Committee shall receive for 
his trouble and expenses in discharging the duties of his 
office, and the important trust hereby reposed in him, such 
reason able allo w ance as may be thought fit by the General 
Convention. 

An 4JkU' ie i>eRer security of the Publick Treasury and 
Publick Becprds in the different parts of the Country, Be it 
further ordained, hj the authority aforesaid, That the Com- 
mittee of Safety shall, in case of apparent danger, have 
full power to cause the said Treasury and Records to be 
removed, at the publick expense, to such place or places 
of safety as they shall think fit and necessary. 

VVliereasJt_is provided, by an Ordinance passed this Con- 
vention JotJaising a number of men for the protection of 



this Colony, that several Officers shall be appointed by 
District Committees, composed of Deputies from different 
Counties^ and wherea s, from th e usual method of con duct- 
mg the business of Committees, the Chairmen are not al- 
lowed to vote on any question, except in cases where the 
other Members are equally divided in opinion, which in 
this instance may be attended with inconvenience : Be it 
ordained, That in all appointments of officers by a Dis- 
trict Committee, the Chairman of such Committee shall 
have equal right to vote in common with the other Mem- 
bers, though they should not be equally divided ; and in 
case it should happen that the whole Committee, including 
the Chairman, is equally divided, the matter shall be fairly 
represented by the District Committee to the Committee 
of Safety, who shall have full power to determine the elec- 
tion in favour of such of the candidates as they may think 
fit, and grant their commission accordingly. 

And be it further ordained, That the said Committee of 
Safety shall have power, and they are hereby desired, to 
collect together all the Arms lately taken away from the 
Publick Magazine, and all other Arms purchased at the 
publick expense, at some place most convenient for that 
purpose, and ( that they repay the expense incurred by re- 
pairing the same ; and also all such Ammunition and war- 
like Stores as are now the publick property in this Colony, 
or may hereafter be purchased on the publick account, and 
dispose of such Arms, Ammunition, and Stores, as they 
shall judge most conducive to the safety of this Colony, 
until the further order of this or some other Convention. 

And be it further ordained, That any person who shall 
hereafter accept of any office of profit or pecuniary ap- 
pointment under the Crown, shall be disqualified from sit- 
ting or voting in the Committee of Safety; and no Member 
of the Committee of Safety shall hold any military office 
whatever, after the end of the present session of the Con- 
vention, And that the sajd Committee ,pf_Sajety shall 
continue in office, and exercise the powers hereby given 
them, until the sitting of the next General Convention, or 
for one year, in case the Convention should not meet within 
that time. 

IV. An Ordinance for regulating the election of Dele- 
gates and ascertaining their allowances, and also for 
regulating the election of Committee-Men in the several 
Counties and Corporations within this Colony, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned. 

Whereas, by the unhappy differences subsisting between 
Great Britain and this Colony, the usual meetings of the 
General Assembly, deliberations on the situation of the 
Country, and making provision for the exigencies of Gov- 
ernment in a constitutional way, are altogether obstructed : 
for these reasons it is become indispensably necessary for 
the Oppressed people of this Country, at a crisis so alarm- 
ing, to adopt such other mode of consulting and providing 
for the general safety, as may seem most conducive to that 
great end : 

2. Therefore, be it declared and ordained, by the Dele- 
gates of the several Counties and Corporations in the Co- 
lony of Virginia, assembled in General Convention, and it 
is hereby declared and ordained, That the Freeholders of 
every County within this Colony, who are by law properlv 
qualified to vote for Burgesses, shall have the liberty anil 
privilege of choosing annually two of the most fit and able 
men, being Freeholders of such County, respectively, to be 
present, and to act and vote in all General Conventions, 
which from time to time, and at any time thereafter, shall 
be held within this Dominion ; and, also, that the Free- 
holders of the several and respective Corporations, and 
Town of James City, and others by law qualified to vote 
for a Citizen or Burgess, shall have the liberty of electing 
one Delegate, to be present, and to act and vote in the 
General Convention ; and the Landholdersof the District 
of West-Augusta shall be considered as a distinct County, 
and have the liberty of sending two Delegates to represent 
them in General Convention as aforesaid. 

3. And for the more regular and proper electing the said 
Delegates, Tt is hereby declared and ordained, That the 
following rules and methods shall be observed, to wit ; The 
elections of Delegates in the several Counties and Corpo- 
rations, and the Town of James City, within this Colony, 
shall he in the month of April annually, on the several 
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days appointed by law for the holding of the County or 
Corporation Courts, respectively, and at the places where 
such Courts are accustomed to be held, and shall be con- 
ducted by the Sheriffs of the respective Counties, and 
Mayors of the City of Williamsburgh and Borough of Nor- 
folk ; or in case any Sheriff shall neglect or refuse to act, 
or there be no Sheriff or Mayor, then the Clerk of the 
Committee for such County or Corporation, in the same 
manner as is directed by law in the election of Burgesses 
in this Colony. And the Sheriff or Mayor, or Clerk of 
the Committee, shall have the same privilege of preferring 
and returning any Delegate, regularly elected, as by law is 
given to the Sheriff in the election of Burgesses, in case 
any two candidates may happen to have an equal number 
of votes. 

4. Provided, always, That the election of Delegates for 
the Town of James City, and the College of William and 
Mary, shall be on the same day and place appointed for 
the County of James City, and shall be conducted by the 
Sheriff or Clerk of the Committee for such County, in 
manner hereinbefore directed ; and after the election shall 
be made, in manner as is hereinbefore directed, the Sheriff 
or Mayor, or Clerk of the Committee, as aforesaid, shall 
deliver to each of the Delegates elected a certificate, under 
his hand and seal, that such Delegate was duly elected for 
his County or Corporation, to serve in General Convention 
for one year then next following. And, further, the said 
Sheriff or Mayor, or Clerk of the Committee, shall deliver 
to any candidate requiring the same, as soon as may be, a 
fair attested copy of the poll taken by him. 

5. And it is hereby further declared and ordained, That, 
in case of the death or incapacity of any Member of the 
General Convention, the President of the said Convention, 
for the time being, shall have full power and authority to 
issue his order, under his hand and seal, for the election of 
a Delegate to fill up such vacancy, to be directed to the 
Sheriff, Mayor, or Clerk of the Committee of that County 
or Corporation where such vacancy has happened ; and 
thereupon such Sheriff, Mayor, or Clerk, shall appoint some 
day, not exceeding twenty, nor under ten days, after the 
receipt of such order, for the election of a Delegate ac- 
cordingly, and shall publish notice, and proceed to the 
election of a Delegate, in the same manner as is by law 
directecTin We case of an election of a Burgess, to be made 
during the sitting of any General Assembly. 

6. And be it farther declared and ordained, That the 
Delegates so elected shall meet annually in General Con- 
vention on the first Monday in May, and shall have power 
to adjourn from time to time ; and if, during their recess, 
it shall appear to the President, or, in case of his death or 
absence, to Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., or to the Com- 
mittee, of Safety, that a meeting of the Convention is neces- 
sary sooner than the time to which they stand adjourned, 
he_or they shall have full power and authority, by adver- 
tisement published in the Virginia Gazette, or, in case of 
exigency, by expresses despatched to the Delegates of the 
respective Counties and Corporations within this Colony, 
to summon the said Delegates to meet and sit in Conven- 
tion, at such time as he shall appoint ; the place of each 
meeting to be appointed by the Convention, at their session 
next preceding. And every Delegate attending in Con- 
vention, if the same shall be appointed and held at Wil- 
liamsburgh, shall be paid for his attendance in the same 
manner as by law the Burgesses are allowed for. attending 
the General Assembly; and where the Convention shall be 
aLany other place than Williamsburgh, then the said Dele- 
gates shall be allowed respectively for their attendance in 
t¥e same manner, and for travelling, at the rate of four 
Pence per mile for coming, and the same for returning, and 
all ferriages by them actually advanced, which allowances 
to the said Delegates shall be paid as by law the payment 
of the Burgesses' wages is directed. 

7. And whereas the critical and dangerous state of this 
Country made it expedient to hold two former Conven- 
tions, to wit : the one in the City of Williamsburgh, on 
the first day of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-four, and the other in the Town of Richmond, on 
the twentieth day of March last, and it is reasonable and 
just that the Members who attended the said Conventions 
should be allowed for the same : Be it hereby ordained, 
That the Delegates respectively shall have the same allow- 



ances for attending the two Conventions aforesaid, and also 
this present Convention, that are herein provided for and 
allowed to the Delegates who may attend any future Con- 
vention. 

8. And it is hereby declared and ordained, That any 
person who now is, or hereafter may be appointed Sheriff 
or Mayor of any County or Corporation in this Colony, or 
Clerk of any County or Corporation Committee, or Col- 
lector of any taxes, duties, or levies, that may be imposed 
by the General Convention, or any person that is already 
appointed to, or shall accept of any military post of profit, 
except in any Regiment or Battalion of Minute-Men which 
may be hereafter established, shall not be capable of sitting 
or voting as a Member of the General Convention ; and in 
all such cases there shall be a new election of a Member, 
to fill up the vacancy, in the same manner as if such person 
was naturally dead. 

9. And it is hereby further declared and ordained, 
That all Clergymen of the Church of England, and all dis- 
senting ministers or teachers, shall be incapable of being 
elected as a Delegate, or sitting and voting in Convention. 
And any person who shall hereafter accept any office of 
profit, or pecuniary appointment, under the Crown, or shall 
have procured himself to be elected by bribery, in giving 
money, or any publick entertainment of meat or drink, or 
made any promise to do so to the electors, or by any other 
corrupt practices, shall be disqualified from sitting or voting 
in the General Convention, the General Congress, Council 
of Safety, or County or Corporation Committees ; and in 
all such cases the same proceedings shall be had as if the 
person so accepting was naturally dead. 

10. And whereas the mode hitherto pursued in electing 
Committee-Men in the several Counties and Corporations 
in this Colony, under the Continental Association, has not 
been uniformly the same, and many inconveniences have 
arisen by the supernumerary Committee-Men elected in 
some Counties ; and whereas, also, no limitation has been 
fixed for their continuing to discharge that duty, and they 
may assume to themselves a power of acting under their 
present appointments at all times in future, which is incom- 
patible with the principles of representation, and the just 
control that the electors ought to have over them : For 
the removing the present inconveniences, and better regu- 
lating the elections of Committee-Men hereafter,^ is here- 
by declared and ordained, That the Freeholders of every 
County and Corporation within this Colony, and others who 
are by law qualified to vote at an election of Burgesses, 
and the Landholders in the District of West-Augusta, as 
hereafter described, shall have the liberty and privilege of 
electing annually twenty-one of the most discreet, fit, and 
able menof theirCounty or Corporation, being Freeholders, 
to act as a Committee for carrying into execution the Asso- 
ciation, and such other measures as the Continental Con- 
gress, or General Convention of this Colony, have, or here- 
after may, from time to time, direct and ordain, and for- 
warding all publick expresses of importance, the expense 
of which shall be paid by the publick. And the said Com- 
mittees shall have power to appoint, out of their Members, 
a Committee of Correspondence, and such other Sub-Com- 
mittees as may be found necessary, to superintend the dif- 
ferent Districts of their respective Counties or Corpora- 
tions, with an appeal, where any person shall think himself 
aggrieved, to the County or Corporation Committee at large, 
and accountable to them for all their proceedings. 

11. And for the more regular electing such Committee, 
It is hereby declared and ordained, That the following 
rules and methods shall be observed, that is to say: The 
elections of Committee-Men in the several" Counties and 
Corporations within this Colony shall be in the month of 
November annually, on the several days appointed by law 
for the holding of the County or Corporation Courts respec- 
tively, and at the places where such Courts are accustomed 
to be held ; at which elections the Freeholders, and others 
qualified as aforesaid, shall appear and deliver in to the 
Chairman, or, in case of his absence, to the Clerk of the 
Committee, a list of such persons as may be judged the 
most discreet, fit, and able, to serve as Committee-Men as 
aforesaid, which several lists shall be fairly counted by the 
Chairman or Clerk of the Committee, in the presence of 
so many of the Committee as may choose to attend the 
same, and publication shall be made of the several persons 
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that appear to have a majority of votes, who are hereby 
declared, in such case, to be duly elected a Committee to 
serve as aforesaid. 

12. And whereas the Inhabitants oT the County of Fin- 
castle, and the District of West-Augusta, although long 
possessed of their lands under surveys, entries, or orders of 
Council, have few of them obtained patents for the same, 
which have been obstructed without any default in them, • 
who, having performed what is required on their part, have 
an equitable interest in their lands, and ought to share in 
the. representation, in Conventions and Committees, with 
other Landholders in this Colony: Be it therefore declared 
and ordained, That every free white man who, at the time 
oLelections for Delegates or Committee-Men in the said 
County or District, respectively, shall have been for one 
year preceding in possession of twenty-five acres of land, 
with a house and plantation thereon, or one hundred acres 
of land without a house or plantation, in such County or 
District, claiming an estate for life at least in the said land, 
"X-bjs own right or in right of his wife, shall have a vote, 
or Fe capable orbeing chosen at such elections, respectively, 
although no legal title in the land shall have been conveyed 
to "such possessor. And to the end that no persons shall 
vote at such elections who are not qualified to do so, the 
Committee of the County or Corporation shall previously 
appoint three fit persons to superintend the election, who, 
being first sworn, shall determine all disputes about the right 
QLs. person to vote who shall offer any list ; and if he shall 
be jdjuged not to have such right, his list shall not be re- 
ceived^ _ , 

13.. And it is hereby declared and ordained, That a 
Committee elected as aforesaid, or a majority of them, shall 
have, full. power to elect one of their body as Chairman, to 
preside at all their meetings, and may appoint any person, 
miffing t0 undertake the same, to officiate as Clerk to them, 
who shall have such annual allowance as ihe Committee 
sjiajj thxnk ..reasonable, to be levied by the Court of the 
County or Corporation, and may, at any time or times 
during their appointment, convene themselves, and hear, 
c onside r, and determine, on all such matters as may fall 
properly under their cognizance, according to the nature 
and intention i o/jhejr institution ; and shall keep a true and 
faithf ul journal of their proceedings, which shall be read by 
the Clerk^ and signed by the Chairman, at every meeting 
of such Committee. And, moreover, in case of the death 
6r resignation of the Chairman, or Clerk appofnted as afore- 
said, the said Committee, or a majority of them, shall have 
full authority to fill up any vacancy occasioned thereby, by 
election or appointment, in manner as aforesaid. Provided, 
nevertheless, That the Committees elected as aforesaid shall, 
in all their Inquiries and decisions, confine themselves within 
the li ne of du ty prescribed by the Continental Congress and 
the General Convention, and shall not assume to themselves 
any other power or authority whatever. 

14. And for preventing the interruption to business that 
may frequently happen through the necessary or unavoid- 
able absence of the Chairman or Clerk of the Committee, 
It is hereby declared and ordained, That when any meet- 
ing of a Committee shall be regularly appointed, and it may 
so happen, through sickness or other causes, that the Chair- 
man or Clerk shall fail to attend such meeting, the Com- 
mittee shaiLhaye the liberty and full power to choose or 
appoint, in maniTer as aforesaid, some other Chairman or 
Clerk to acLpro tempore. 

15. And to the end this Ordinance may be duly carried 
into execution, and the duties required of certain persons 
therein named faithfully discharged, It is hereby further de- 
clared and ordained, That if any Sheriff, Mayor, Chairman, 
or Clerk of a Committee, or any other person named herein, 
who is required to do any particular act, or perform any 
certain duty, shall perversely, obstinately, or wilfully refuse 
or neglect to comply with the directions of this Ordinance, 
such person so offending, and being adjudged guilty thereof 
by the Committee of the County or Corporation where 
such delinquency may happen, shall be deemed an enemy 
to American liberty arid the welfare of this Country, and 
be subject to the censures of the Continental Association, 
in such cases provided. 

16. And it is hereby further declared and ordained, That 
all and every other case or cases, miUters or things, within 
the purview of this Ordinance, auJ not hereby particularly 



provided for, shall be ordered, governed, judged, and de- 
cided, according to the law for regulating the elections of 
Burgesses, and not otherwise. 

V. An Ordinance for appointing Commissioners to settle 
the Accounts of the Militia lately drawn out into actual 
service, atid for making provision to pay the same, as 
well as the expense of raising and providing for the 
Forces and Minute-Men directed to be embodied for the 
defence of this Colony. 

Whereas his Excellency the Governour, at the opening 
of the late General Assembly, did, amongst other things, 
recommend that provision should be made for defraying 
the expenses of the late expedition against the Indians, 
and paying the Militia drawn out into actual service ; and 
in pursuance of that recommendation, His Majesty's 
Council, and the House of Burgesses, did pass a Bill, as 
well for making such provision, as for discharging many 
other publick claims in the best and only method the cir- 
cumstances of the Country would admit of; but the Govern- 
our thought fit to refuse his assent to the said Bill, whereby 
many of the inhabitants, particularly in the frontiers of 
this Colony, are left in the greatest distress, from which 
there is no prospect of their being relieved but by the 
interposition of this Convention : 

And whereas the House of Burgesses afterwards judged 
it necessary to appoint certain Commissioners^ for settling 
the Accounts of the said Militia, and ^id approve and 
confirm a report from their Committee of Publick Claims, 
by which the demands of many other publick creditors 
were liquidated and ascertained, but, by reason of the low 
state of the Publick Treasury, cannot be paid in any rea- 
sonable time without some further provision : 

Be it ordained by the Delegates and Representatives of 
the several Counties and Corporations within the Colony 
and Dominion of Virginia, now met in General Conven- 
tion, and it is hereby ordained by the authority of the same, 
That Archibald Cary, William Cabell, William Fleming, 
John Winn, and John Nicholas, Gentlemen, be, and they 
are hereby appointed Commissioners for the Counties of 
Fincastle, Botetourt, Culpepper, Pittsylvania, Halifax, 
and Bedford, and that part of Augusta which lies to the 
eastward of the Alleghany Mountains ; and Richard Lee, 
Francis Peyton, Josias Clapham, Henry Lee, and Thomas 
Blackburn, Gentlemen, for the other Counties, and for that 
part of the County of Augusta which lies to the westward 
of the Alleghany Mountains, and for the Provinces of 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, to examine, state, and settle 
the accounts of such Pay, Provisions, Arms, and Ammuni- 
tion, and other necessaries furnished the Militia of the Coun- 
ties for which they are appointed Commissioners, and all 
demands against this Colony on account thereof; who shall 
be allowed for their trouble therein twenty-five Shillings 
per day each. And the said Commissioners, or any three 
or more of them, shall, and they are hereby empowered 
and required, to meet for the purposes aforesaid, at such 
times and places as they shall respectively think fit and 
convenient, of which publick notice shall be advertised at 
the Court-House of each respective County, at least one 
month before such meeting, and to adjourn from time to 
time until they shall have settled all accounts relating to 
the said Militia; and shall have power to call all persons 
concerned in settling the said accounts before them, and 
examine them upon oath, or solemn affirmation, as the case 
may require, which oath or affirmation the said Commis- 
sioners, or any one of them, are hereby required to admin- 
ister, for their better information respecting any such 
accounts or demands. And that the said Commissioners, or 
any three or more of them, shall certify all accounts so 
by them examined, stated, and settled, to the Committee 
of Safety, appointed by this Convention; and the said 
Committee of Safety, or any six or more of them, are 
hereby desired to issue their warrants to the Treasurer for 
that purpose, appointed by or pursuant to an Ordinance of 
this Convention ; and the said Treasurer shall, on or before 
the first day of January ttski, pay the several accounts so 
certified, and also such publick money claims, and such 
other sums as were approved of and allowed by the reso- 
lutions of the House of Burgesses, at their last meeting, so 
far as the balance due on account of_th_e_ Pu bljc k /Treasury, 
in the hands of the Treasurer, appointed by or pursuant 
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to the act of the General Assembly, may fall short of dis- 
charging the same, out of the money to be raised by virtue 
of this Ordinance. 

And whereas several Arms and other articles, Horses, 
and Live-Stock, have been furnished for the use of the 
said Militia, some of which have been sold by command 
of his Excellency the Governour, and part still remains 
unsold : 

Be it further ordained, That the said Commissioners, 
or any three or more of them, may, and they are hereby 
authorized and required, to make inquiry concerning such 
sales as have been made, and also to nominate and appoint, 
under their hands and seals, such persons as they shall 
judge proper for disposing of the Horses, Live-Stock, and 
other articles (Arms and Accoutrements excepted) which 
shall remain unsold within the Districts for which they are 
appointed Commissioners, and certify all such sales to the 
Treasurer for the time being, who is hereby authorized and 
required to call in the money arising therefrom, and apply 
the same in aid of the funds established by this Ordinance. 

And be it further ordained, That the person or persons 
soappointed by the Commissioners to sell and dispose of 
such Horses, Live-Stock, and other articles, as aforesaid, 
which re main unsol d, shall, on or before the first day of 
January next, account for and pay to the Treasurer for 
the lime being, appointed by this Convention, all such sums 
of money for which the said several articles shall be sold ; 
and in case the said person or persons, so to be appointed, 
shall fail to account lor and pay the same, on the motion 
of the Treasurer aforesaid, the General Court, or County 
Court where such person lives, shall and may give judg- 
ment against him or them for the several sums lor which 
the said several articl_es_sold, provided ten days' previous 
notice be given to the party against whom the said motion 
is intended to be .made. 

And whereas the said Bill, which passed the Council 
and the House of Burgesses at the last meeting, settled the 
pay of the said Militia as followed), that is to say: Of the 
Chief Officer commissioned by the Governour, or Com- 
mander-in-Chief for that expedition, at twenty-five Shil- 
lings; of a County Lieutenant, at twenty Shillings; of a 
Colonel, atHTteen ~ Shillings ; of a Lieutenant-Colonel, at 
thirteen Shillings and six Pence ; of a Major, at twelve. Shil- 
lings and six Pence ; of a Captain, at ten Shillings ; of a 
Lieutenant, at seven Shillings and six Pence ; of an Ensign, 
at six Shillings ; of a Quartermaster and Adjutant, six 
Shillings each ; of a Sergeant, at two Shillings and six 
Peace; of a Corporal, at two Shillings; of a Drummer, at 
two. Shillings ; of a Private, at one Shilling and six Pence ; 
of every Scout, at five Shillings per day : And whereas it 
is represented to this Convention, that the very important 
services of the Militia on the late expedition well deserved 
such pay, Be it further ordained, That the said Com- 
missioners shall and may allow, in the settlement of all 
accounts for pay of the said Militia, the several rates be- 
forementioned. 

And whereas there is reason to believe that some design- 
ing persons have taken advantage of the ignorance and 
necessity of the Soldiers, and others who have claims against 
the Colon y for pay and other services done on the said 
expedition, Be it ordained, That the Commissioners herein 
named be directed to inquire into the same ; and, on dis- 
covery of any such practice, that they do not grant a cer- 
tificate to^any such assignees for any larger sum than they 
paid. for. the same, and allow the balance to the first pro- 
prietor of such claim. 

And whereas, besides what may be due to the Militia, 
there were several considerable sums resolved by the 
Council and House of Burgesses, at their late meeting, to 
be paid to the wounded Officers and Soldiers ; and there 
are further sums due to other publick creditors, and by an 
Ordinance passed this present Convention, entitled " An 
Ordinance tor raising and embodying a sufficient Force for 
the .defence and. protection of this Colony," a number 
of Regular Forces are directed to be raised, and certain of 
the Militia, under the denomination af Minute-Men, are 
appointed to be trained more frequently, who, as well as the 
residue of the Militia, may be drawn out into actual service, 
for ..the purpose of such defence, and it is necessary to 
make provision for the pay and subsistence of the said 
Forces and Militia, as well as for the sums due upon the 



said resolutions, and to other publick creditors : Be it 
therefore further ordained and declared, That the Treasurer 
for the time being, appointed by or pursuant to an Ordi- 
nance of Convention, out of the publick money in, or which 
shall come to his hands, upon warrants from time to time 
from the Committee of Safety, shall pay all such sums of 
money as shall be necessary for carrying into execution 
the said recited Ordinance ; and shall, moreover, without 
such warrants, pay to the several persons named in the 
said schedule the respective sums therein stated to be due 
to them, and other publick creditors who have stated allow- 
ances, on or before the first day of January next. 

And for raising the Money which will be necessary for 
the several purposes aforesaid, Be it further ordained by 
the authority aforesaid, That an annual tax or duty of 
forty Shillings upon every Coach, Chariot, or four-wheel 
Carriage, except common Wagons, and twenty Shillings 
for every Chair or two-wheel Chaise, to be paid by the 
proprietor thereof, the first of each payments to be made 
on the tenth day of June next, and to continue the seven 
following years ; also a tax or duty of three Shillings and 
nine Pence for every tithable person, to be paid on the 
said tenth day of June yearly, by such tithable person, if 
a free man, or by the parent or guardian, if an infant, or the 
master or owners of the servants or slaves, respectively ; and 
also a duty or tax of four Shillings for every hundred 
acres of land, and after that rate lor a greater or lesser 
quantity, to be paid on the said tenth day of June yearly, 
by the proprietor, or the parents or guardians of infants, 
if resident in the County where the lands lie, or by their 
respective tenants, stewards, or overseers, in case such 
proprietor, parent, or guardian shall live in another Coun- 
ty, to be repaid them by the proprietor ; the first of each 
of the said annual taxes (o be paid in the year one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-seven, and continue for 
six years thereafter. 

Provided, always, and be it further ordained, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed so as to alter 
any contract heretofore made between landlords and their 
tenants, whereby the payment of taxes shall have been 
stipulated to be made by either of them. 

And be it further ordained, That every person charge- 
able with the said duties or taxes shall, at the time of 
delivering in his list of tithables, also give in a list of his 
or her wheel carriages subject to the tax hereby imposed; 
and the proprietor, parent, or guardian, tenant, steward or 
overseer, respectively, as aforesaid, shall give in the quanti- 
ty of land by him or her held, or on which they shalT live, 
within the County, to the several Justices, or other persons 
appointed to take such lists of tithables, annually, under 
the like penalty for each failure, and to be recovered in the 
same manner, as is directed by the Acts of Assembly for 
concealing tithables. 

Provided, always, That if the Collector of all or any 
of the duties hereby imposed shall discover any person or 
persons who are chargeable therewith, and hath failed to 
give in his or her list as aforesaid, such Collector shall pro- 
ceed to collect or levy the said duties, respectively, and 
account for on oath, and pay the same to the Treasurer ap- 
pointed as aforesaid; and the Landholders in the County of 
Fincastle, and the District of West- Augusta, whose rights 
of voting at elections of Delegates and Committee-Men are 
stated and allowed by an Ordinance of this Convention, shall 
give in a list of their said lands, and the land tax aforesaid 
shall be collected and paid for the same, notwithstanding no 
patents may have been obtained for such lands. And in 
case of failure in payment of the said duties or taxes, at 
the times hereinbefore limited for the payment thereof, 
respectively, it shall be lawful for the Sheriff or Collector 
of each County to levy the same ~ by distress and sale of 
the slaves, goods, or chattels, of the person so failing, in 
like manner as is provided in case"o"f other distresses ; and 
where there are no effects to be found upon the lands here- 
by chargeable with the said land tax, it shall he lawful for 
the Sheriff or Collector of the County where the lands lie, 
or the Sheriff or Collector of the County where the pro- 
prietor lives, to levy the said tax upon the estate of such 
proprietor, wherever the same can be found. And every 
Sheriff or Collector of the duties or taxes aforesaid shall 
account for and pay the said taxes, due from persons resi- 
ding in his County, after being allowed for insolvents, and 
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•Psafary of live per centum for collecting, to tTie ^Treasurer 
aforesaid, on or before the twentieth day of November- in 

every year. ~""~ "" "~ ~~~ " " = --— -- 

vntAriWbe {(farther ordained, That there shall be paid a 
£uty 6r~ tax" oTTorty" Shillings for every ordinary license, 
Ifficr theTilte Tsum for every marriage license, to be paid by 
the "person obtaining the same to the Clerk of the Court 
"belore such license shall be granted ; also two Shillings and 
"STH Pence for every original writ in any action or suit at 
common law, and subpoena or subpoenas in Chancery in 
the General Court, and for every summons or petition for 
lapsed lands, and for every caveat entered in the Secre- 
tary's Office, ahcTone Shilling and three Pence for every 
such writ or subpoena issued from the County or other In- 
feriour Courts, to be paid by the plaintiff in any such suit to 
the Clerk of the Court before such process shall be issued, 
or caveat filtered, and taxed in the bill of costs ; and, to- 
gether with the" duties on ordinary and marriage licenses, 
"sTiall be accounted for on oath, and paid to the Treasurer 
for the time being, appointed as aforesaid, in the months of 
April and ttctober' annually, deducting after the rate of 
five per centum for his trouble in receiving and paying 
the same. 

*"* And be it further ordained, That the Sheriffs or Col- 
lectors in their seveTal County Courts, to be held next 
after the first day of December next, shall give bond, with 
sufficient securities, in reasonable penalties, payable to 
Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., or to the Treasurer for the 
time being, to be appointed as aforesaid, with condition for 
the due collection and payment of all duties and taxes im- 
posed by this Ordinance : and that every Collector here- 
after to be appointed shall, before he enters upon the 
execution of his office, give the like bond and security. 
- : , And be it further ordained, That if any Sheriff or Col- 
lector, or Clerk, shall refuse or neglect to account for and 
pay the duties according to the directions of this Ordinance, 
it shall and may be lawful for the General Court, or the 
Court of the County where such Sheriff or Collector, or 
Clerk, resides, upon a motion, to give judgment against 
them respectively, and the securities of such Sheriffs or 
Collectors, for all such duties so by them usually received, 
and thereon to award execution ; provided, that ten days' 
"pi'St'idu^Tiotice be given of such motion. And if any 
Sheriff or Collector shall fail to attend and settle the ac- 
counts of the moneys by him received, such Court shall give 
judgment for the penalty of his bond. 

And whereas the remote payment of the said taxes, being 
unavoidably suspended, to suit the distressed circumstances 
of the inhabitants of this Colony, will not enable the 
TreasurejLto pay the Money required by this Ordinance so 
soon as the exigencies thereof require, it becomes necessa- 
ry to circulate Treasury Notes in the mean time, upon the 
credit of the said taxes and duties, as the only expedient 
which can be adopted : Be it further ordained, That the 
said Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., or the Treasurer for 
the time being, appointed by or pursuant to an Ordinance 
of Convention, shall be, and he is hereby empowered to 
issue Treasury Notes for any sum or sums which may be 
requisite for the several purposes of this Ordinance, not 
exceeding, in the whole, the sum of Three Hundred and 
Fifty Thousand Pounds ; and of the Notes so to be issued 
fifty thousand shall be of the denomination of two Shil- 
lings and six Pence, and shall be signed by Henry King, 
Gent., fifty thousand of the denomination of one Shilling 
and three Pence, and shall be signed by John Pendleton, 
Jun., Gent., which Notes last mentioned shall be made on 
the besj paper the said Treasurer shall be able to procure, 
and shall be formed with such devices thereon as he shall 
judge most likely to prevent forgeries or counterfeits, and 
shall be numbered by William Langhorn and Henry Taze- 
well, Gentlemen. And Robert Prentis and Peter Pelham 
are hereby appointed overseers of the press, who, or one 
of them, shall constantly attend the printing the said Notes, 
until the whole shall be finished, and take care that no 
frauds are committed by the printer, his agents, or servants. 
And if any of the persons herein appointed to overlook the 
press, or to number or sign the said Notes, shall refuse to 
undertake the.tr.ust, or die before his duty shall be finished, 
the sajd_Treasurer_ shall appoint another person to finish 
the same in the room of him so dying or refusing, of which 
notice shall be immediately published in the Virginia 



Gazette, and continued for three weeks. And Tor their 
services, the signers of the Notes shall each of them re- 
ceiwthe sum of fifteen Shillings for every thousand Notes 
by them signed ; the overseers of the press, the sum of 
fifteen Pounds each ; and the persons appointed to number 
the said Notes, the sum of fifteen Shillings for every thou- 
sand Notes. 

Provided, always, That if the Treasurer shall not be able 
to procure other paper for the said one hundred thousand 
Notes, then the whole sums wanting shall be issued of the 
paper of which a sample is now produced, in manner here- 
inafter directed for the residue. 

And be it further declared and ordained, That all the 
Notes necessary to be issued, over and above the said One 
Hundred Thousand, shall be of the paper of which samples 
are now produced, which shall be filled up by Matthew 
Davenport, or John Carter Littlepage, who shall receive 
for their trouble therein one hundred and fifty Pounds, and 
numbered by Bartholomew Dandridge or Henry Tazewell, 
Gentlemen, or in case of the death or inability of either of 
them, by such person as the Treasurer shall appoint; and 
all the said Notes of the value or denomination of twenty 
Shillings or upwards shall be signed by Philip Johnson, or 
John Tazewell, Gentlemen, and the residue by Josiah Par- 
ker and George Lyne, Gentlemen, or, in case of the death 
or inability of either of them, by such other person as the 
Treasurer shall appoint, of which notice shall be three 
weeks published in the Virginia Gazette, and shall be en- 
dorsed or countersigned by the Treasurer for the time 
being. 

And be it further ordained, That all the Notes to be 
issued by virtue of this Ordinance shall be redeemable on 
the first day of January, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-four, until which time they shall be current between 
all persons within this Colony, and shall then be taken in 
and discharged by the Treasurer for the lime being ap- 
pointed as aforesaid, and shall be burnt and destroyed, by 
a Committee, which shall be appointed by the Convention 
to examine and burn the same; and the persons so appoint- 
ed to number the said Notes shall receive the sum of fifteen 
Shillings for every thousand, and the signers the sum of 
fifteen Shillings for every thousand, each, for their trouble; 
and the Treasurer shall be allowed six hundred and twenty- 
five Pounds per annum for his salary in paying the same, 
and for receiving the taxes imposed for the redemption 
thereof. 

And be it further ordained, That if any person or per- 
sons shall forge or counterfeit, alter or erase any such 
Treasury Notes, or tender in payment any such, or demand 
a redemption thereof, knowing the same to be forged or 
counterfeited, altered or erased, every person so offending, 
and lawfully convicted thereof, shall suffer death, without 
benefit of clergy. 

. And whereas pasting paper on the back of such Notes 
may be a means of preventing the detection of forgeries, 
Be it further ordained, That no person shall be entitled to 
a redemption of any Note on the back of which any paper 
shall be so pasted; but if any Note shall be defaced, or 
torn, the proprietor shall be entitled to receive the amount 
thereof upon returning the same to be burnt as aforesaid. 

And be it further ordained, That the Moneys to be 
raised by the taxes imposed by this Ordinance shall stand, 
be, and remain, as a security for the redemption of the said 
Treasury Notes so to be issued : and the Treasurer for the 
time being, appointed as aforesaid, is hereby required to 
apply all such Money as shall come to his hands for the 
said taxes for and towards the redemption of such Trea- 
sury Notes, and to none other use or purpose whatsoever; 
and that the said Treasurer shall account with the Con- 
vention for the same, after deducting the allowance for his 
salary. And if the said taxes shalT prove deficient, the 
whole estates, real and personal, of the inhabitants of this 
Colony, shall be, and are hereby pledged as a security for 
making good such deficiency, by some future Ordinance 
of the Convention, or Act of the GeneraF Assembly. 

And be it further ordained, That Robert Carter Nicho- 
las, Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, shall give bond, with 
such .security as shall be approved of by the Committee of 
Safety, in the sum of Three Hundred and Fifty Thousand 
Pounds, payable to the Members of the said Committee 
of Safety, in trust, for the use of the Colony, conditioned 
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for the faithful accounting for and paying all such sums of 
Money as shall be received by him from time to time, in 
virtue of this Ordinance; and in case of his death, resigna- 
tion, or disability, the Treasurer to be appointed in his 
stead shall give such security before he enters into his said 
office. 

And whereas it will greatly tend to preserve the credit 
of the Treasury Notes aforesaid to satisfy the publick that 
due proportions of them are annually paid into the Trea- 
sury and destroyed, Be it therefore further ordained, That 
Benjamin Waller, George Wythe, Thomas Everard, John 
Tazewell, William Norvell, Archibald Cary, Richard 
Adams, Benjamin Watkins, Richard Randolph, and John 
Syme, Esquires, be a Committee to superintend the burn- 
ing of the said Notes : and they, or any three or more of 
them, are hereby empowered and required, once a year at 
least, and oftener, if they shall see occasion, to repair to 
the Publick Treasury, and having examined the Treasurers 
accounts of what Money he shall have received for the 
taxes and duties hereby imposed from the time of his pre- 
ceding settlement, as well as the Money itself, they shall 
proceed to burn all of the Treasury Notes aforesaid as shall 
appear to have been so received, giving the Treasurer a 
certificate of the amount of the Notes so burnt, which shall 
entitle him to an allowance for the same in his accounts; 
and the Committee shall, from time to time, publish the 
amount of the Money so burnt, in the Virginia Gazette. 

And be it further ordained, That William Langhorne, 
Henry King, John Scasbrooke Wills, William Norvell, 
Champion Travis, or any three of them, be, and they are 
hereby appointed Commissioners to examine, state, and 
settle, an account of the pay and provisions of the Volun- 
teer Companies who have been lately called into actual 
service for the defence of the lower parts of the Country, 
making the same allowance as is settled by this Convention 
for the Regular Forces, and under the regulations of the 
late invasion law as to the number of men which is to entitle 
officers of certain rank to pay ; excepting that Mr. Charles 
Scott, Commander-in-Chief of the said Volunteers at Wil- 
liamsburgh, shall be allowed twelve Shillings and six Pence 
per day, from the time he was chosen to that command, and 
certifying the same as is directed in case of the Militia in 
the frontiers : and upon such certificates, the Treasurer, 
by warrant from the Committee of Safety, is required to 
pay the money so certified to be due. And each of the 
said Commissioners shall be allowed fifteen Shillings per 
day, for the time they shall be employed in settling the 
said accounts. 

And be it further ordained, That in case of the death or 
inability of the said Robert Carter Nicholas, Esq., to act 
in the said office, it shall be lawful for the Committee of 
Safety, if the Convention is not sitting, to appoint another 
fit and able person to be Treasurer in his room, who shall 
have power to act in all things pertaining to the said office 
until the meeting of the next Convention thereafter. 



VI, An Ordinance for providing Arms and Ammunition 
for the use of this Colony. 

Whereas, in this time of imminent danger, it is found 
expedient, for the better defence of this Colony, to pro- 
vide an ample supply of Arms and Ammunition, by en- 
couraging the manufacturing the same within this Colony: 

Be it therefore ordained by the Delegates and Repre- 
sentatives of the several Counties and Corporations within 
this Colony and Dominion of Virginia, now in General 
Convention assembled, and it is hereby ordained by the 
authority of the same, That a Manufactory for Arms be 
erected at or near Frcdericksburgh, under the direction of 
certain Commissioners; and that a sufficient number of 
Artificers be employed in the said Manufactory, at the 
expense of the publick, and be constantly employed in 
manufacturing of Arms of such kind as shall be directed 
from time to time by the Committee of Safety, so long as 
the necessities of this Colony shall require. 

And be it further ordained, That Fielding hewis, 
Charles Dick, Mann Page, Jun., William Fitzhugh, and 
Samuel Selden, Gentlemen, or any three of them, be the 
Commissioners for superintending the said Manufactory; 
and that the Treasurer for the time being, appointed by or 
pursuant to an Ordinance of Convention, shall, out of the 



publick money which shall come to his hands under any 
Ordinance of Convention, advance the sum of two thou- 
sand five hundred Pounds to the said Commissioners, and 
such other sums as the Committee of Safety shall from 
time to time direct, taking sufficient security for the same, 
to be by them employed for the purposes aforesaid, and 
accounted for to the General Conven tion ; and that the 
said Commissioners shall from time to time transmit to the 
Committee of Safety an account of the state and progress 
of the said Manufactory, and the quantity of Arms so 
manufactured. _ _- 

And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Committee of Safety shall have full power and 
authority to purchase in the neighbouring Colonies, or else- 
where, any number of stands of Arms, not exceeding three 
thousand, which they may judge necessary for the use of 
the- Troops to be embodied for the defence of this Colony, 
and also any number of Gun Locks which may appear to 
them to be wanted for the Arms made at the aforesaid 
Manufactory, if a sufficient number of proper Locksmiths 
cannot be employed; and, also, that the said Committee do 
provide a sufficient quantity of Gun Flints and Cartridge 
Paper which they shall judge necessary. 

And for the greater encouragement of persons to make 
Saltpetre and Sulphur, Be it further ordained, That the 
sum of three Shillings for every pound of good Saltpetre, 
and the sum of one Shilling per pound for any quantity, 
not exceeding twenty thousand pounds nett weight, of 
good Sulphur, which shall be manufactured and refined 
of materials of the natural produce if this Colony, and 
delivered to any Committee of a County or Corporation 
on or before the first day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-six, for the use of the publick, shall 
be paid to the proprietor thereof by the Treasurer afore- 
said, upon a certificate from the Chairman of the said 
Committees, respectively; and the said Committees shall 
severally forward all such Saltpetre and Sulphur to some 
manufacturer of Powder, who shall give a receipt for the 
same, obliging himself to deliver for the publick use as 
much Powder, in exchange for the said Saltpetre and Sul- 
phur, as shall be agreed on by the said Committees and 
Manufacturer. - - -.--- 

And for the more immediate provision of Lead, Be it 
further ordained, That the Committee for the County of 
Fimastle shall and may contract with the proprietors of 
certain Lead Mines in that County for such quantities of 
Lead as may from time to time be judged necessary, and 
delivered at such place as shall be directed By the Com- 
mittee of Safety; and in case of refusal of such proprietors, 
the said Committee of Fincastle shall and may agree with 
the said proprietors for the use of the said Mines, and em- 
ploy proper persons and furnish necessary materials for the 
making of Lead, at the charge of this Colony. 

VII. An Ordinance to provide for paying the expenses of 
the Delegates from (his Colony to the Gener al Congr ess. 

Whereas the United Colonies of North- Amerifa, in this 
time of general danger, have judged it necessary, and ac- 
cordingly resolved, respectively, to depute certain Dele- 
gates to meet in General Congress at Philadelphia, on the 
fifth day of September next, to consult on the state, and 
provide for the safety and welfare of the said Colonies : 

Be it therefore ordained, That every Delegate who may 
be appointed to attend the said Congress, or any future 
General Congress, as a Representative for this Colony, 
shall be allowed for every day that he may a ttend therein 
the sum of forty-five Shillings, and for travelling to or re- 
turning from such Congress, at the rate of one Shill ing per 
mile, besides all ferriages ; which allowance shall be paid 
to the respective Delegates by the Treasurer for the time 
being, appointed by General Convention, out of any pub- 
lick money which may be in his hands, by virtue of any 
Ordinance of Convention, not otherwise appropriated. And 
for the greater convenience of the said Delegates, the said 
Treasurer shall advance to each Delegate, before his 
departure, any sum of money not exceeding two hundred 
Pounds ; who, if it shall happen to exceed his allowance 
for attendance and ferriages as aforesaid, shall, on his 
return, refund such excess to the Treasurer. 
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LONDON ASSOCIATION'. 
.. 1 • •_ Hlo^o Tavern, Floct Strwt, August 25, 1773 

1 "-Resolved, That' tfTVs Association, <Iuly sensible of the 
many blessings vve enjoy from die Revolution and Acces- 
sfnri, to which, under God, we owe the free Constitution 
of omjTouritry, wIlT use our best and most umvearied en- 
deavours to exteniTand transmit to posterity their excellent 
pTTTOTples and consequences ; and that we will embrace 
57e?jH)ppor!unuy to evlnceoiir zeal, affection, and fidelity 
to his "present Majesty, "King George the Third, and his 
Royal family, for whose honour and safety, whilst we 
(MmlesTlIielijgHest regard, we hold the truest concern for 
the Ireecfom, ""peace, and welfare of the whole British 
Empire ;" convinced that under a Prince of the House of 
Brunswick we only can be free, and at the same time 
feoTiitely aetermTned that under a Prince of the House of 
Brunswick" vie wTTTbe free. 

* TTe so'lv eS, Tt 7s tti e opinion of this Association that Pro- 
clamations Tiave never been considered as laws of the land ; 
an d tho u gh frequently issued under the arbitrary reigns of 
ttie Stuarts, to" serve : the abominable designs of despotism, 
unless directed by and enforcing the law, were opposed and 
resisted by our forefathers, as violent infringements on the 
liberties of the People of England. 

-^Resolved, That the present high price of the necessaries 
of life, the decay of trade, and consequent distresses of the 
industrious" poor, those most useful members of the state 
demand our best consideration, that peace may no longer 
be the parent of poverty and misery, instead of the source 
of riches and happiness. 

'■-Ttes^JvcSj^TKdi as it is declared by the Bill of Rights, 
ArtTT, that Tt Is the right of the subject to petition, we 
wifljise our best endeavours to bring to the justice of their 
Country those men who have prevented the cries of the 
ffittipn from being beard by His Majesty, and consequently 
their miseries and complaints from being redressed. 
'* g Resolved, That if any descendants of those illustrious 
'ffftDT?n.iejh',"w]io by their undaunted and zealous endeavours 
brought about the glorious Revolution, and effected the 
Accession, shall determine to join this Association, for the 
^1'eat "purposes of constitutional freedom and national hap- 
piness, we will pay due regard to their rank and birth, 
though we shall always keep their zeal for the publick 
cnif!e7"a~nd their uniform support of the principles and pro- 
ceedings oT their gallant and patriotick ancestors, foremost 
frl 6U r"vTe r tV , our gTalitude, and respect. 
'*" SJgned and published by order: 

Thomas Joel, Secretary. 



Norfolk (virginia) committee. 

-, i ==r— = ^=H£ln Committee, Norfolk, Virginia, August 25, 1775. 

Resolved, That Walter Chambre, of Whitehaven, is an 
enemy to American liberty, and is guilty of an attempt to 
break the Association, by shipping Goods for this place, 
in direct opposition to the Non-Importation Agreement. 

Ordered, That this censure be published to the world, 
thayd] persons may withhold any further commercial con- 
nection with the said Chambre. 
' By order of the Committee : 

William Davies, Secretary. 



- ' THOMVS JFFFFRSON TO JOHN RANDOLPH. 
. . w v «i .« ,.. Monticello, August 25, 1775. 

' Dear Sir: I am sorry the situation of our Country 
should render it not eligible to you to remain longer in it. 
I hope the returning wisdom of Great Britain will ere 
long~put an end to this unnatural contest. There may be 
people to whose tempers and dispositions contention is 
pleasing, and who therefore wish a continuance of confu- 
sionybut to me it is of all states but one the most horrid. 
My first wisli is a restoration of our just rights; my second, 
a return of the happy period when, consistently with duty, 
I may withdraw myself totally from the publick stage, and 
passthe rest of my days in domestick ease and tranquillity, 
banishing every desire of ever hearing what passes in the 
world. Perhaps, (for the latter adds considerably to the 
warmth oTthe former wish,) looking with fondness towards 
a reconciliation with Great Britain, I cannot help hoping 
you may be able to contribute towards expediting this good 



work. I think it must be eviden t to yoursel f, that the 
Ministry have beendeceivecl by their officers on this side 
of the water, who (for what purpose I cannot tell) have 
constantly represented the American opposition as that of 
a small faction, in which the body of the People took little 
part. This, you can inform them of your own knowledge, 
is untrue. They have taken it into their heads, too, that we 
are cowards, and shall surrender at discretion to an armed 
force. The past and future operations of the war must 
confirm or undeceive them on that head. I wish they were 
thoroughly and minutely acquainted with every circum- 
stance relative to America, as it exists in truth. I am 
persuaded this would go far towards disposing them to 
reconciliation. Even those in Parliament who are called 
friends to .America seem to know nothing of our real deter- 
minations. I observe they pronounced in the last Parlia- 
ment, that the Congress of 1774 did not mean to insist 
rigorously on the terms they held out, but kept something 
in reserve, to give up ; and, in fact, that they would give 
up every thing but the article of taxation. Now, the truth 
is far from this, as I can affirm, and put my honour to the 
assertion. Their continuance in this errour may perhaps 
produce very ill consequences. The Congress stated the 
lowest terms they thought possible to be accepted, in order 
to convince the world they were not unreasonable. They 
gave up the monopoly and regulation of trade, and all acts 
of Parliament prior to 1764, leaving British generosity to 
render these, at some future time, as easy to America as 
the interest of Britain would admit. But this was before 
blood was spilt. I cannot affirm, but have reason to think, 
these terms would not now be accepted. I wish no false 
sense of honour, no ignorance of our real intentions, no vain 
hope that partial concessions of right will be accepted, may 
induce the Ministry to trifle with accommodation, till it 
shall be out of their power ever to accommodate. If, 
indeed, Great Britain, disjoined from her Colonies, be a 
match for the most potent nations of Europe, with the 
Colonies thrown into their scale they may go on securely. 
But if they are not assured of this, it would be certainly 
unwise, by trying the event of another campaign, to risk 
our accepting a foreign aid, which, perhaps, may not ba 
obtainable but on condition of everlasting avulsion from 
Great Britain. This would be thought a hard .".condition 
to those who still wish for reunion with their parent Coun- 
try. I am sincerely one of those, and would Tather be in 
dependance on Great Britain, properly limited, than on 
any nation upon earth, or than on notation. But I am 
one of those, too, who, rather than submit to the rights of 
legislating for us assumed by the British Parliament, and 
which late experience has shown they will so cruelly ex- 
ercise, would lend my hand to sink the whole island in the 
ocean. ...... 

If undeceiving the Minister as to matter: of fact may 
change his disposition, it will perhaps be in your power, by 
assisting to do this, to render service to the whole Empire, 
at the most critical time, certainly, that it has ever seen. 
Whether Britain shall continue the head of the greatest 
empire on earth, or shall return to her original station in 
the political scale of Europe, depends, perhaps, on the 
resolutions of the succeeding winter. God send they may 
be wise and salutary for us all. I shall be glad to hear 
from you as often as you may be disposed to think of things 
here. You may be at liberty, I expect, to communicate 
some things, consistently with your honour, and the duties 
you will owe to a protecting nation. Such a communica- 
tion among individuals may be mutually beneficial to the 
contending parties. On this or any future occasion, if I 
affirm to you any facts, your knowledge or me will enable 
you to decide on their credibility ; if I hazard opinions on 
the dispositions of men, or other speculative points, you 
can only know they are my opinions. 

My best wishes for your felicity attend you, wherever 
you go ; and believe me to be, assuredly, your friend and 



servant, 



Thomas Jet feks on. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO GOVERNORS. TRUMBULL. 

In Provincial Congress, Now- York, August 25, 1775. 

Sir: We have been honoured with youLfayoujiof the 
21st instant, and are very sorry to learn the apprehensions 
you express that the progress of the Army may be imped- 
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ed, if not disappointed, for the want of tents. The fact 
is, that all the tents we had, and all the materials that 
could be procured, have been made up into tents and 
forwarded, with part of our own Troops, and General 
Schuyler has undoubtedly ere now disposed of them as cir- 
cumstances or the necessity of the service may require. 
We can only add, on that subject, that we shall procure 
materials for more tents by every means in our power, 
and send them up to General Schuyler as soon as possible ; 
but we see no probability of being able to provide, at any 
rate, a sufficient number for the Northern Army. If, 
therefore, materials can be collected in any due season, 
in your Government, it will promote the general service 
to give the necessary orders for that purpose without 
delay. 

The precaution about the pork which you permitted 
Mr. Van Rensselaer to purchase may be a wise one ; but 
unless proper orders are lodged at the different landings to 
which it may be carted, the purpose for which it is wanted 
may be in a great measure defeated. Permit us, there- 
fore, to request the favour of you to give such directions as 
you shall judge necessary to prevent such inconveniences 
and disappointments. 

We have the honour to remain, with much respect, Sir, 
your most obedient and very humble servants. 

By order: P. V. B. Livincston, President. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 
of the Colony of Connecticut. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER IN THE CONTI- 
NENTAL ARMY AT TICONDEROGA, TO HIS FRIEND IN 
NEW-YORK, DATED AUGUST 25, 1775. 

We arrived here last Monday evening, making a march 
that day of near fifty miles. We marched from Fort Ed- 
ward, through the woods, to Skenesborough, there not 
being a sufficient number of batteaus to carry us over Lake 
George. We there took leave of our baggage and tents, 
(at Fort Edward,) and officers and men received three 
days' provisions, which we put in our haversacks, and with 
our blankets shouldered, as we did our arms, which made 
a pretty good load for young soldiers, though it was not 
considered as burdensome by Americans engaged in so 
glorious a cause as we are turning out for — the freedom of 
the country which gave them existence — and cheerfully 
advanced for this place. 

There area great number of workmen here, making bat- 
teaus ; and there are two large open vessels finished, that 
will carry, I suppose, about one hundred and fifty men 
each. With the Neic-England Troops and ours, we have 
about twelve hundred men ; and I am told that at Crown 
Point there are about five hundred. We expect large 
parties up every moment, as we are informed that we 
march, or rather sail, from hence on Sunday morning, for 
Crown Point, and are to proceed directly for St. John's, 
where, I am told, are five or six hundred Regulars, with 
Guy Johnson, who prevailed upon a large body of the 
Indians, of different Tribes, to assist him in the infernal 
scheme of enslaving their American brethren ; but Provi- 
dence, in his great mercy, pointed out the path that these 
deluded people were to tread. Their sentiments became 
enlarged ; they despised the artifices of venal wretches, and 
nobly refused taking up the hatchet against their country- 
men and friends ; and I am informed that Johnson could 
induce but very few to remain with him. 

The Canadians, in general, are our firm and steady 
friends : that is to say, the peasants : but what they call or 
term in Canada the noblesse are for despotick measures, 
which prevents many from appearing more open than they 
do for us. Mr. Walker and Mr. Price, two gentlemen of 
reputation and worth, I am told, for expressing their senti- 
ments relative to the freedom of America, are closely con- 
fined in Montreal jail. 

We have General Montgomery here, who commands, 
General Schuyler being at Albany, upon a conference with 
some Indians. We expect him up to-morrow, when I sup- 
pose we shall have our orders for our future march. This 
is certain T'yre expect Warm work at St. John's; however, 
I pray and hope that in the hour of trial every man will 
act as a North-American ; confident then am I that suc- 
cess will attend us. 



extract of a letter from an officer in the army at 

ticonderoga to his friend in new-york, dated 

august 25, 1775. 

I have now the pleasure to inform you that we arrived 
here on the 19th ultimo, in good spirits, though we had a 
very fatiguing march, being obliged to go round by Skenes- 
borough, as there were not boats at Lake George to bring 
us over. Out of the four Companies, we had twelve desert- 
ed from us on their road, and the most of these were old 
deserters from the Regulars. We held a Court-Martial at 
every other stage, and gave several of the unruly ones 
Moses's law, i. e. thirty-nine ; and they now begin to be- 
have very well, being kept under as strict discipline as any 
of the Regulars. There is the greatest plenty of salt and 
fresh provisions here; the men have as much as they can 
use ; a gill of rum and as much spruce beer as they can 
drink every day ; so that they have no occasion to drink 
the lake water, it being reckoned very unhealthy. The 
number of Troops here at present is seventeen hundred 
men, and seven hundred at Crown Point, about fourteen 
miles from here. We expect this day four Companies of 
the Second Battalion of Nei'j- York Forces, the boats being 
already sent for them. We are ordered to be in readi- 
ness in eight days to sail for St. John's, where we shall 
have a smart brush with the Regulars. The batteaus are 
now making with the greatest expedition, and I am afraid 
the rest of our Regiment will not be here in time. The 
General talks a great deal of their being so dilatory in 
coming up, and seems to regret very much the being 
obliged to go without them. There has been a French 
gentleman here lately, from Canada, who has put our men 
in great spirits, by assuring us that the greatest part of the 
Canadians would join us upon our arrival, but that they 
dare not make themselves known to be our friends till we 
are landed amongst them. The same gentleman, who is a 
person of great property there, declared that upon our arri- 
val he would kill five fat oxen, to make a treat for the 
officers. As for my own part, there is nothing gives mc 
the least uneasiness. 

P. S. Since writing the above, a spy of ours arrived 
from St. John's, who says that there were two vessels 
ready to be launched at that post, each mounting sixteen 
guns, in order to take possession of the lake, which would 
render it impossible for us, for some time, to get past ; 
therefore we have received immediate orders to embark for 
that place, and are to sail to-morrow morning, the 28th. 

Colonel fVaterbury's Regiment of one thousand men, 
Captain Mott's Company of one hundred men, and out- 
own four Companies, with seven hundred that are now at 
Crown Point, and five hundred of the Mountain Boys arc 
to join us. Our spy informs us that there were only five 
hundred and seventy Regulars at St. John's, and fifty In- 
dians; so that I am in hopes we shall meet with very 
little resistance ; if we do, we are pretty well prepared for 
them. We leave five Companies of the Second Battalion 
of New- York Forces here, and about three Companies of 
the New-England Troops. This is all the intelligence I 
can give you at present. 
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COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Roxbury Camp, August 25, ]775. 
Honoured Sir: I have your favour of the 21st instant. 
I have told Doctors Turner and Cogswell to make out a 
state of circumstances of their department. As to Armour- 
ers, 1 have just received some tools from Norwich, and a 
general order was out yesterday to the Quartermaster, to 
make necessary provision : hope now, though late, to have 
my arms in good order. I was aware of difficulties you 
would have in filling vacancies, from the many competitors 
there always will be : I wish the fittest may ever succeed. 
My brother Ebenezer is not without some essential quali- 
fications: he has in several instances, whilst at this camp, 
exhibited evidences of his courage. Poor Tracy, my Ad- 
jutant, is very dangerously sick, and unable to attend to 
any business: I fear he will not recover for the present. 
Lieutenant Hillyer, of Captain Humphrey's Company, an 
old soldier, a sensible man, and good scholar, officiates as 
Adjutant. I shall likely continue him, if Tracy fails, which 
will -make a Second Lieutenantcy vacant. I am unwilling 
to interfere much in appointments: I should think the 
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General would be more so. I have been impatient at the 
slow progress of our movements at the northward, but be- 
lieve all for the best ; hope to see my brother Paymaster's 
letter mentioned in yours. 

My Regiment has been very sickly, and is much so yet ; 
but think the sickness is abating. The old soldiers say my 
Companies came into camp at a season that always proves 
sickly to new troops. I do not know any one now dan- 
gerous but Mr. Tracy. His and Mr. Fanning' s sickness 
has thrown more business on my hands than I could have 
wished ; but 1 have been so happy as to enjoy much health 
myself. I remain, with salutations of love and duty, your 
affectionate son, Jedediah Huntington. 

Saturday Morning, August 26.— Not having opportunity 
to forward this, I add that yesterday four boats, from the 
rastle and men of war below, came up to Fox Point, in 
Dorchester, sounding the channel. They were fired at by 
our troops on that station, and made a speedy departure. 
— -Weiiave been told that our enemies have for some time 
.past been toasting tile 25th of August, intending then to 
makeji „ visit to us ; and that General Gage has given Earl 
Percy the command of the lines on the Neck, who is to 
exhibit such proofs of his military abilities as will retrieve 
the honour he lost at the Lexington affray ; but matters 
remain this morning in statu quo. 

-J took leave of Ensign Tracy last evening, expecting 
Wgxt lo_ hear of his death, to which he seems to be well 
reconciled, and expresses a good hope as to another life. 

By return of my Regiment the 25th, there were — fit for 
duty, 286; sick, present, 101 ; absent on command, and 
sfek, 42 ; on furlough, 1 ; total of privates, 430 ; dead, 5. 
w-General Spencer's — fit for duty, 586; sick, present, 132; 
absent on command, and sick, 98; on furlough, 37; total 
of privates, 853 ; dead, 14. 

^General Parsons' s — fit for duty, 539 ; sick, present, 123 ; 
absent on command, and sick, 35; on furlough, 10; total 
of privates, 780; dead, 3. 

VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

",'£Atji meeting of the Committee of Safety, in the Town 
or Ktch mond, the" 26th day of August, 1775 : 
^(Jrdefed, That the Chairmen of the several Commit- 
{eesm jFiis Colony do deliver the publick Arms to be by 
them 1 coffee te'd, pursuant to an Ordinance of Convention, 
to the Captains who shall be appointed to command the 
Companies of Regular Troops to be raised from their re- 
spective Districts, taking their receipts for the same ; and 
that the said Captains take proper measures for their safe 
conveyance to the place of rendezvous. 

And it is further Ordered, That the said Chairmen do 
respectively correspond with the President of this Com- 
mittee, informing him of their progress in the Minute ser- 
vice, and when they shall have completed each the num- 
ber _of_Regulars[requIred from their respective Districts. 
_. . August 26, 1775. 

The Committee of Safety, at a meeting appointed at 
Hanover Town, on the 18th of next month, intend to pro- 
ceed to the choice of nil Officers within their appointment, 
particularly a Commissary of Provisions, or Contractors for 
each of the Regiments to be raised pursuant to an Ordi- 
nance of Convention, previous to which, all persons in- 
clined to contract, or to be appointed Commissary, are 
desired to send their proposals, in writing, to Edmund Pen- 
dJetqrf^Esq., President of the Committee, enclosed and 
s^aVetT. "'St "tlie same time the Committee will be ready 
tcf detiver" tfi e Commissions, and administer the Oaths to 
the Field-Officers of the Regulars chosen by the Conven- 
tionX^ncT all Captains and Subalterns who may be chosen 
by the District Committees are also to attend, to receive 
Warrants for the Money necessary in recruiting, and their 
Instructions. By order of the Committee : 
--■'*-"'- John Pendleton, Jun., Cleric. 



Three millions of dollars are now striking by their orders, 
for defending the rights of America. The very Quakers 
in this and other Provinces are in arms, and appear in tha 
field every day in their regimentals, and make as good a 
figure as the best ; you may be sure we are in earnest 
when they handle a musket. 

All trade to England, and every other part of the world, 
will most certainly be stopped on the tenth of next month, 
and if the Ministry do not very soon see the justice and 
equity of placing the Colonies in the same situation they 
were in before the year 1763, in which both sides expe- 
rienced satisfaction and mutual benefit, then you may ex- 
pect to hear, in the course of next winter, that the Con- 
gress have opened all our ports to every foreign Power 
that will come with their manufactures and trade with us 
for our produce. Whether that will not be one means of 
dissolving our connections entirely with Great Britain, I 
shall leave to wiser heads to determine. I am far, very 
far, from wishing such an event, but, nevertheless, I am 
very apprehensive, from the present temper of our people, 
that a few more violent steps will lay a foundation for it. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FEOM A MEMBER OF THE CONGRESS 
AT PHILADELPHIA TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED 
AUGUST 26, 1775. 

You will see by the publick papers some of the pro- 
ceedings of our Congress; the rest will soon be published. 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETTTO NEW-YORK CON- 
GRESS. 
In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, August 26, 1775, 

Sir : Having this morning received a small additional 
supply of Gunpowder, we have lost no time, but imme- 
diately ordered a ton of it to be packed in eight casks, and 
forwarded to you forthwith, agreeable to your request of 
the 15th instant, and wish it safe to your hands. We are 
getting our Militia into order with all possible expedition ; 
and are, with great respect for the Congress and yourself, 
Sir, your most obedient servant, 

By order : B. Franklin, President. 

Hon. P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., and the Provincial Con- 
gress of New- York. 

PETITION OF JOSEPH JOHNSON, A MOHEGAN, TO THE NEW- 
YORK CONGRESS. 

New .York, August 2G, A. D. 1775. 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Colony 
of New-York : 
I, Joseph Johnson, an Indian of the Mohegan Tribe, 
humbly offereth the few following lines for your Honours' 
consideration : 

Honourable gentlemen, it is with great reluctance I 
present this humble petition, considering the unhappy sit- 
uation of publick affairs at this time, but pure necessity 
obliges me, in this day of distress, in this day of confu- 
sion, to trouble your Honours a few moments. Your Hon- 
ours doubtless have heard, that for this some time past 
poor me hath been much concerned about my poor, sink- 
ing, decaying brethren, the Indians, that are scattered up 
and down amongst the English inhabitants, in particular 
in the New-England Governments, and that for this long 
time L have been unwearied by seeking their welfare, and 
in order that they might be truly benefited, have endeavour- 
ed to get them unitedly willing to go westward, and there 
to settle together in peace and be under_ proper regulations; 
and, through divine favour, I have, after many weary steps, 
and after I have gone through many hardships, got secured 
unto seven tribes of my Indian brethren, that live amongst 
the English inhabitants, a large tract of good land, border- 
ing on your frontiers. 

Honourable gentlemen, many pleasing prospects open- 
ed to my view when this design first came_into_my mind. 
I had not only the hopes of having the pleasure of seeing 
my now r poor brethren in a prosperous way, but I had the 
hopes of our leading our western brethren, by our exam- 
ple, in the ways of industry, husbandry, and civility, and, 
above all, in the ways of wisdom — in the ways of godliness. 
These, and such like hopes, honourable gentlemen, hath 
all along animated my soul, and made me comfortable in 
the most severe hardships that I have undergone, when I 
have been destitute, as it were, of all other comforts in the 
wild desert. Such were my pleasing hopes in times past; 
and this great good to my Indian brethren, not only in the 
eastern parts but in the western pails of .this Country, I 
have been eagerly pursuing and still hope to pursue. 
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Honourable gentlemen, I would inform your Honours 
that I have had no proper encouragement. I have had 
no particular party or board to look unto for my support, 
while engaged in such a good cause. But, nevertheless, 
the gracious Lord, in whom I trust, hath been pleased to 
give me able friends, in different parts of the Country, 
to espouse the cause, and hath made them willing to con- 
tribute, out of their abundance, a little for my necessitous 
circumstances in times past, and I bless the Lord for all 
his goodness to me hitherto, and especially for his giving 
me favour in the eyes and hearts of his people in this 
Colony, from whom I have received the greatest .encour- 
agement, and who hath greatly relieved me in times of my 
greatest distress. And now, honourable gentlemen, but 
this once more I humbly and earnestly solicit your Hon- 
ours' kindness, hoping that I may not again have occasion 
to trouble your Honours in the like manner. Doubtless 
it is necessary that your Honours should know the true 
state of the matter, which I will endeavour to acquaint 
your Honours with in few words as possible. 

Honourable gentlemen, when I left this City last June, 
with my three Indian companions, and safely arrived where 
my friends and relations dwell, I tarried with them about 
two weeks ; then thinking it my indispensable duty to re- 
turn directly to the Oneida country, and amongst the rest 
of the Six Nations, without any hesitation I hastily and 
cheerfully ran in the path of duty. But in order for a quick 
despatch, as then was thought most expedient, I was advised 
by several to hire or purchase a horse, to which I readily 
complied. Seeing I could not hire any, I was obliged to 
take a horse upon credit, expecting that the Colony of 
Connecticut would consider of me, as I was repeatedly in- 
formed by the members of the honourable Assembly that 
I was verily chosen, with another Indian of the same tribe 
to which I belong, to carry a message of peace to the back 
nations, and that the expenses of the journey should be 
paid but of the Colony Treasury; and the honourable Go- 
vernour had given me express orders to be ready at an 
hour's warning, he. But two days before the time that 
the _bonourab]e_ Governour appointed that we should set 
out for the intended journey, his Honour the Governour 
was pleased to send a letter to my intended companion, 
\v!jo_was older than myself, informing him that there was 
no occasion of our going up, as he expected to have an 
opportunity to send the message with less expense ; how- 
ever, it is known since that his Honour the Governour was 
disappointed in his expectations. His message was deliver- 
ed only ten days ago, as it were to no purpose ; for the 
Western Indians had already been acquainted of the true 
state of affairs in this and in the other country beyond 
the great lake, and the Six Nations had already come 
to peaceable concessions. And, honourable gentlemen, 
although things happened as they did, yet I thought it my 
duty, though I have no encouragement from any, to go to 
the back Nations, and do my uttermost to persuade them 
to peace, although at the hazard or expense of my own 
life, as it was then reported in the country that they were 
disposed for cruelty or for war. And, according to my 
promise to this honourable the Provincial Congress last 
June, I set out with all speed the 17th day of July last, 
expecting to receive a message at Albany from this hon- 
ourable Congress for the Six Nations. But when I ar- 
rived at Albany, the Hon. Abraham Yates and several 
other gentlemen informed me that your Honours had not 
sent a message, as was intended last June. However, the 
honourable Committee of Albany thought proper and did 
send by me a letter of friendship to the back nations, to 
whom I delivered the same in good time. 

Honourable gentlemen, I would just inform you, that 
when I left my home I had only twenty Shillings, lawful 
morrey "of Connecticut currency, and ten Shillings of that 
money I left with my dear companion in life. How she 
and our only son hath fared since, I know not ; it is now 
six weeks, lacking one day, since 1 left them — and with 
the other ten Shillings I made shift to get to Albany ; and 
the honourable Committee, after knowing my circum- 
stances, was graciously pleased to consider of me, and 
bountifully relieved me, helped me forward the intended 
journey, and by their aid I have accomplished the journey, 
and_returned thus far in peace and comfortably; and I had 
only five Shillings, this currency, when I arrived here. I 



would have made application to the honourable Congress 
before, but I thought that the affecting situation of affairs 
forbid ; but now how to proceed or what to do, I know 
not. I am sensible that I am utterly unable to make satis- 
faction for the horse, which was valued at eleven Pounds, 
ten Shillings, Connecticut currency, and it is no ways likely 
that the man will take the horse again upon any considera- 
tion, and what to do 1 know not. Well had it been for me 
to have proceeded as I intended in the first place ; that is, 
to have gone on foot — but being put to the extremes, I am 
constrained this once, and but this once, to try your Hon- 
ours' benevolence. 

And now your Honours have heard of my true circum- 
stances, and may it please you to consider of me a mo- 
ment, while I, with all submission, lay prostrate, as it were, 
at your Honours' feet, and while I cheerfully resign my 
unhappy case to your great wisdom, conTessIng tTiaVlT any 
favour or encouragement in the least be granted. It will be 
purely out of favour, and shall be receivecT with the warm- 
est gratitude. And I hope that so long as I live your Hon- 
ours may never see me lacking at any time from doing 
my uttermost, as I may have opportunity, or as I may be 
called in Providence, to cultivate, maintain, and establish 
peace between you and yours and my brethren that in- 
habit the border of your extensive frontiers. But I end, 
hoping that the Lord, who knowetli all things7and~ hath 
all power in his hands, may gfvenTF favour in the eyes 
and hearts of this respectable body, the honourable the 
Provincial Congress, that I may go on my way rejoicing ; 
and may the gracious Lord order all things in great mercy 
concerning us all. 

I am, Honourable Gentlemen, with great esteem, your 

well wisher, and yours to serve, y y 

J ' Joseph Johnson. 

P. S. I also humbly beseech your Honours to grant me 
a passport for myself, that I may return home unmolested 
in these perilous times, and if there should be occasion, that 
I might pass and repass to and from the country of the Six 
Nations to New-England, or elsewhere, as business might 
call me at any time ; the which if your Honours grant, will 
much gladden the dejected heart of your humble petition- 
er. I am, as before. 



NEWBURGH COMMITTEE TO NEW- YORK CONGHESS. 

Newburgh, August 26, 1775. 
Honourable Gentlemen : Agreeable to your direc- 
tions of the 9th instant, the Militia Company of the North 
District of Ncivburgh Precinct assembled on this 26th day 
of August, at the house of Lemuel Concklin, and chose, by 
a majority of voices, of the Soldiers belonging to said Dis- 
trict, the following persons for their Militia Officers, viz : 
Arthur Smith, Captain ; Isaac Fowler, Jun., Tlrst Lieu- 
tenant ; John Foster, Second Lieutenant ; Daniel Clark, 
Ensign. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants, two of 
the Committee of Neivburgh Precinct, 

Moses Higby, 
Joseph Coleman. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of tlie Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

OFFICERS CHOSEN IN NORTHEAST PRECINCT, DUTCHESS 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

August 2(i, 1775. 

At a meeting of the several Companies in the Northeast 
Precinct of Dutchess County, agreeable to the Resolves of 
the Continental Congress, the following gentlemen were 
chosen Officers in their respective Companies, viz : 

First Company: Isaac Smith, Captain ; Jacob Weaver, 
First Lieutenant; Silas Hustead, Second Lieutenant; Mi- 
chael Row, Jun., Ensign. 

Second Company: Archibald Johnston, Captain; Abra- 
ham Heartwell, First Lieutenant ; John Seaton, Second 
Lieutenant; Gilbert Clap, Ensign. ~_~ 

Third Company: John Collins, Captain ; James Wil- 
son, First Lieutenant; Zachariah Philip, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Fourth Company: Israel Thompson, Captain ; Stephen 
Edgett, First Lieutenant; John Row, Second Lieutenant; 
Jehiel Mead, Ensign. 
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This certifies that the above gentlemen were elected 
agreeable to the abovementioned Resolves. 

- — Morris Graham, Daniel Wilson, 
_, , ^ Hugh Rea, Hugh Orb, 

William Stewart, Geo. Morehouse, 

Augustine Graham, 
Members of Committee appointed to attend the Election. 



WALTER" LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, August 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I am much obliged to you for the early 
infoj™?. 1 ' .".}' 011 uave g' ven me of General Schuyler's com- 
plaint to you, and should have been much pleased had 
you pointed out those particular articles which the Gen- 
eral writes you he is still in want of, and which have been 
ordered by Congress ; then I could immediately have in- 
formed you when those articles came to this place. Mr. 
P. T. Curtcnius can best inform the Congress when they 
were sent from Ne w-York. I shall order Mr. Phelps to 
make out a return for Congress of all such stores as have 
been received since the last of July. I can assure the 
Congress that no stores which they have sent to this place, 
since JNiave „been in office, have been delayed here, and 
tfjat,! am jersuaded they were sent from Fort George as 
expeditiously as the few boats on that lake could transport 
them, so as not to delay sending over a necessary supply 
of provisions. Oakum was much wanted at Tkonderoga ; 
that only came the 10th instant, and was forwarded the 
next day; it should have been sent the same day, but many 
of the hogsheads were old and broken, and could not bear 
carting. I am, with due respect, Gentlemen, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

.■:uh5K~ Walter Livingston, Deputy Com'y Gen. 

To the Provincial Congress of New- York. 



COMMITTEE FOR TRYON COUNTY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Try on County Committee Chamber, August 26, 1775. 

, Gentlemen :. According to your regulations, we have 
voted .Tlcjd-Officers for the Battalion in our County, and 
enclose you Hereby a return, as well of the said elected 
field as other officers, not doubting you will approve of 
the same, and send us their respective warrants, that each 
one may be enabled to act with granted authority, when 
need requires, as without that it is very difficult to rule and 
transact in our Country and County in particular. We 
have already requested for your prescriptions in civil and 
military affairs, as especially the prosecution of civil laws 
in our County is almost entirely stopped, having got but 
one Justice of our whole Court left, who signed the Asso- 
ciation freely, besides our Delegate, John Marlatt, Esq. 
For a cautiousness in need we agreed to some clauses in 
the interim, a copy of which we also here enclose for your 
approbation, if you find proper; but, notwithstanding, we 
repeat our requests" that you will please to provide us with 
your legal rules for cases of debts, trespasses, &c, as 
speedily as possible. In regard to our present Delegate 
at your Board, John Marlatt, Esq., if no urgent necessity 
required] his longer stay at your conventions, we humbly 
solicit for his relief, to diminish our County expenses, the 
accruing of which, without want, we must really avoid, to 
satisfy the desires of our people. Please also to remem- 
ber our want of powder, as a most necessary article of pro- 
vis"on for our frontier place. We admitted four newly 
( '!. c cte(l_^|eml)eis to the Committee of Palatine District, 
as per the enclosure will appear. 

We remain, with much esteem, Gentlemen, your obe- 
dient humble servants. By order of the Committee : 
Nicholas Herchkeimer, Chairman. 
P. S. We must annex yet that we find urgent reason 
to represent to you the troublesome and almost riotous be- 
haviour of a person in Palatine District named Charles 
Gordon, wTio has resided but a short time in our County 
and the District aforesaid ; he was a leader of a small party 
in his neighbourhood to vote a new Committee for said 
Palatine T3IstrTct. We had him before us, where he 
boldly, in company with three of his neighbours, insisted 
upsri "their proceedings to be legal, aliening for their au- 
thority a certain advertisement of our former Chairman, 
Captain Christopher P. Yates, now absent and under the 



command of Major-General Schuyler, at Tkonderoga. 
This advertisement, on inquiry, was found and proved ille- 
gal, having been performed and put on arbitrarily, without 
consult and consent of the old chosen Committee, or a 
major part of them. We would use easy ways to prevent 
further commotions with the said Gordon; but he, depend- 
ing upon his artificial tongue and eloquence, wherewith he 
induceth a good many ignorant on his side, would not cede, 
but striveth rather daily yet to engage people for his opi- 
nion, promising them to get the glorious victory against 
the old Committee of said District, to the contempt of the 
whole County Committee. According to intelligence we 
had this day, he endeavours to collect subscriptions of igno- 
rant people, as well as of such being of a like temper with 
him, to his scheme, (planned and intended for continuing 
commotions and disturbances,) whereby a breach of union 
among us, formerly enjoyed, must be feared. 

RETURN OF THE FIELD-OFFICERS, CAPTAINS, AND SUBAL- 
TERNS, IN THE COUNTY OF TRYON. 

Committee Chamber, August 26, 1775. 
CANAJOHARIE. FIRST BATTALION. 

Nicholas Herkheimer, Esq., Colonel ; Ebenezer Cox, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Robert Wells, Major ; Samuel Clyde, 
Adjutant. 

First Company: Samuel Clyde, Captain ; John Camp- 
bell, Jun., First Lieutenant ; James Cannon, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Second Company: Michael Grass, Captain; Robert 
Campbell, First Lieutenant ; Peter Bowman, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Third Company: Peter S. Tygert, Captain ; Henry 
Zimmerman, First Lieutenant ; Benjamin Mackey, Second 
Lieutenant. 

Fourth Company: Jacob W. Seeber, Captain ; Francis 
Vie, First Lieutenant ; Adam Libe, Second Lieutenant. 

Fifth Company: Henry Dicfendorff, Captain ; Jacob 
Hiefendorff, First Lieutenant; Henry Mayer, Second 
Lieutenant. 

Sixth Company: Abraham Copeman, Captain ; Yoost 
House, First Lieutenant ; Jacobus Resner, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Seventh Company: Renier V. Everen, Captain ; Mar* 
tin C. Van Alstyne, First Lieutenant; James GuinaU, 
Second Lieutenant. 

Eighth Company: Jacob Miller, Captain ; Peter Sum- 
mer, First Lieutenant ; Matthias Brown, Second Lieuten- 
ant. 

Ninth Company : Nicholas Weser, Captain ; Henry 
Bratt, First Lieutenant. 

PALATINE. SECOND BATTALION. 

Jacob Clock, Colonel ; Peter Waggoner, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Harmanus Van Slyck, Major ; Anthony V. Fech- 
ten, Adjutant. 

First Company: William Fox, Jun., Captain ; John 
Hess, First Lieutenant ; Peter Waggoner, Jun., Second 
Lieutenant; Matthew Wormdod, Ensign. 

Second Company: Christopher P. Fox, Captain; John 
J. Clock, First Lieutenant ; Jacob J. Clock, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Third Company: Christopher W. Fox, Captain ; Peter 
Laucks, First Lieutenant ; Henry Miller, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Samuel V. Elten, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: John Kayser, Jun., Captain ; Andreas 
Dillenbagh, First Lieutenant; Severinus Cook, Second 
Lieutenant ; Richard Coppernoll, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: John Breadbake, Captain ; John Sie- 
ley, First Lieutenant ; Jacob Ekert, Second Lieutenant. 

Sixth Company: Nicholas Richter, "Captain"; John Wil- 
liams, First Lieutenant ; George Smith, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; John Sholl, Ensign. 

Seventh Company: Christian House, Captain ; John 
Zimmerman, First Lieutenant; John Bellinger, Jun., 
Second Lieutenant. 

MOHAWK. THIRD BATTALION. 

Frederick Fisher, Colonel ; Adam Fonda, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; John Blivcn, Major; Robert Yates, Adjutant. 

First Company: Jacob Gardinier, Captain ; Abraham 
D. Qitacke-nboss, First Lieutenant; William Hall, Second 
Lieutenant ; Gideon Marlatt, Ensign. 
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Second Company: John Davis, Captain; Abraham 
Vedder, First Lieutenant; Jacob Simon, Second Lieu- 
tenant. 

Third Company: Robert Yates, Captain ; Cobus Crom- 
mel, First Lieutenant ; Peter Yates, Second Lieutenant ; 
Hendrick Lewis, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: John Fisher, Captain ; John Wem- 
ple, First Lieutenant; Myndert W. Quackenboss, Second 
Lieutenant ; Garret G. Van Brockler, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Samuel Ptttingill, Captain ; Thomas 
Caine, Lieutenant; Samuel Barnhart, Jun., Ensign. 

Sixth Company: Abner French, Captain ; David Mc- 
Master, Lieutenant; Peter Vanderlinden, Ensign. 

Seventh Company: Lewis Croat, Captain ; Jeremiah 
Staats, First Lieutenant ; Christian Earnest, Second 
Lieutenant ; Emanuel De Graff, Ensign. 

Eighth Company: Abraham Hodges, Captain ; Joseph 
Yeamans, First Lieutenant ; Abel Hunt, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Amos Bcnnet, Ensign. 

GERMAN-FLATS AND KINGSLAND. FOURTH BATTALION. 

Hanyoost Herkheimer, Colonel ; Peter Bellinger, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Hanyoost Shoemaker, Major ; John 
Demooth, Adjutant. 

First Company: John Eisenlord, Caplain ; John Kay- 
scr, First Lieutenant ; Adam Bellinger, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; John Smith, Ensign. 

Second Company: John Petry, Captain ; Hanyoost M. 
Petry, First Lieutenant; Hanyoost H, Petry, Second 
Lieutenant ; William Empie, Ensign. 

Third Company: Daniel Petry, Captain ; Peter Volts, 
First Lieutenant; Marx Raspack, Second Lieutenant; 
George Hellmer, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: Frederick Bellinger, Captain; Henry 
Ilarty, First Lieutenant ; John Demooth, Second Lieuten- 
ant; Peter J. Weaver, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Peter Bellinger, Captain; Jacob Base- 
hawe, First Lieutenant ; Nicholas Staring, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; John P. Bellinger, Ensign. 

Sixth Company: Hanyoost Herkheimer, Captain; Fre- 
derick Ahrendorff, First Lieutenant; Tinvs Clapsaddle, 
Second Lieutenant. 

Seventh Company: Rudolph Shoemaker, Captain; 
Dieicrick Stale, First Lieutenant; Frederick Shoema- 
ker, Second Lieutenant. 

Eighth Company: George Herkheimer, Captain; Fred- 
erick Fox, First Lieutenant; Archibald Armstrong, Second 
Lieutenant ; Hanyoost Tygert, Ensign. 

Ninth Company : William Tygert, Captain ; Jacob 
Volts, First Lieutenant; George Wents, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Frederick Frank, Ensign. 

By order of the Committee : 

Nicholas Herchkeiher, Chairman. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Oyster Ponds, August 27, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 18th instant came duly to 
hand, and I should have sailed for Harlem without loss of 
time, had not I received the following important intelli- 
gence from General Washington, viz : 

"August 23, 1775. Yesterday I received advice from 
Boston, that a number of transports have sailed on a second 
expedition for fresh provisions. As they may pursue the 
same course, only advancing further, we think Montauk 
Point, on Long-Island, a very probable place of their 
landing. 1 have therefore thought it best to give you the 
earliest intelligence, but 1 do not mean to confine your 
attention or vigilance to that place ; you will please to ex- 
tend your views as far as the mischief may be probably 
extended." 

Thus far the intelligence. 

I would further inform you, that the Kingfisher, last 
Wednesday, went up the Sound, with several small cutters, 
reconnoitring the north side of the island ; and Thursday 
there followed past this place two topsail vessels, which 1 
apprehend to be transports, as they fired two signal guns 
when they went through the Race. I would therefore 
recommend it to the Provincial Congress to keep a good 
guard over Queen's County, as I imagine their design is to 
get stock from Huntington, Lloyd's Neck, or Flushing ; 



and as we hope to secure all the stock upon this part of 
the island, you may expect the Boston fleet will proceed 
further up the Sound. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

David Wooster. 
To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Albany, Sunday, August 27, 1775, 6 o'clock, A. M. 
Dear Sir: Your Excellency's favours of the 14th and 
20th instant were delivered me last night. 

I left Ticonderoga on Thursday, the 17th instant, and 
hoped to have returned in four days ; but on my arrival at 
Saratoga 1 received information that a large body of In- 
dians of the Six Nations were to be here on Tuesday last, 
and that my presence was indispensably necessary. I 
therefore attended, and on Wednesday the congratulatory 
ceremony was performed, and on Friday the treaty, agree- 
able to their request, was opened by them, by giving an 
answer to the messages that had been sent them by the 
Committee of this place. In this speech they anticipated 
part of what we had in charge to deliver to them. Being, 
as we conceived, apprehensive that we should request them 
to take up arms in our cause, they explicitly declared that, 
as it was a family quarrel, they would not interfere, but 
remain neuter, and hoped we would not desire more of 
them. We have not got above half through what we are 
directed to say to them ; and although I hardly know how 
to leave them, yet such is the nature of the intelligence 
contained in the papers which I do myself the honour to 
enclose your Excellency, that I consider myself under the 
necessity of leaving the Indian business to my colleagues, 
and repairing immediately to join the Army. 

That Governour Carleton and his agents are exerting 
themselves to procure the savages to act against us, I have 
reason to believe, from the various accounts which I have 
received; but 1 do not believe he wijl have any success 
with the Canada Tribes, though I make no doubt but he is 
joined by some of the more remote Indians, who I believe 
will assist him, and who have already served him as scouts 
from St. John's. I should therefore not hesitate one 
moment to employ any Indians that might be willing to 
join us. 

1 thank your Excellency for the honour you have done 
me, in communicating me your plan for an expedition into 
Canada. The enclosed information of Fire's, which cor- 
roborates not only the information of Major Brown, and 
that contained in the two affidavits, but every other we 
have had, leaves not a trace of doubt on my mind as to the 
propriety of going into Canada ; and to do it has been my 
determination, unless prevented by my superiours, for some 
time ; and 1 have accordingly, since my arrival here, re- 
quested General Montgomery to get every thing in the 
best readiness he could, for that 1 would move immediate- 
ly, weak and ill appointed as we were ; and I learn with 
pleasure that he has, since the receipt of Griffin's informa- 
tion, ordered the cannon to be embarked, and he will pro- 
bably be off from Ticonderoga so soon that I shall only 
be able to join him at Croivn Point. Such being my 
intention, and such the ideas that I have formed of the 
necessity of penetrating into Canada without delay, your 
Excellency will easily conceive that I felt happy to learn 
your intentions, and only wished that the thought had 
struck you sooner. The force I shall carry is far short of 
what I would wish. I believe it will not exceed seventeen 
hundred men ; and this will be a body insufficient to at- 
tempt Quebeck with, after leaving the necessary detach- 
ments at St. John's, Chambly, and Montreal, should we 
succeed and carry those places, which must be respectable, 
to keep an open and free communication with Crown 
Point, &,c. 

Having given your Excellency the time, first and latest 
intelligence I have had, together with my opinion of the 
sentiments of the Canadians, I proceed Jo inform you of 
the enemy's strength, as far as I have been able to learn 
it. Three hundred and fifty or four hundred at St. John's, 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred at Chambly, about 
fifty at Montreal, and one Company at Quebeck; these 
are regular troops ; besides between three and five bun- 
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dred Indians, Scotchmen, and some few Canadians, with 
Colonel Johnson, at La Chene. Of this party the Indians 
that are at St. John's are a part. Whether any ships of 
war are at Quebeck I cannot say, as none have been men- 
tioned to me. I am rather inclined to believe there are 
none. Should the detachment of your body penetrate into 
Canada, and we meet with success, Quebeck must inevi- 
tably fall into our hands. Should we meet with a repulse, 
which can only happen from foul play in the Canadians, 
I shall have an opportunity to inform your party of it, that 
they may carry into execution any orders you may give, in 
case such an unfortunate event should arrive. 

Your Excellency will be pleased to be particular in your 
orders to the officer that may command the detachments, 
that there jnay be no clashing, should we join. 

L.shajl leave orders at Ticonderoga to forward all the 
lelrTthat'can Be spared. 

Excuse these scraps of paper; necessity obliges me to 
use them, having no other fit to write on. 

Be pleased to make my compliments to the gentlemen 
of your suite. Colonel Reed will be so good as to excuse 
my not answering his letter, as I really cannot find time 

I am, dear Sir, with most respectful sentiments, your 
Excellency's obedient humble servant, 

r " Philip Schuyler. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



cfeNfeRAL Schuyler to samuel stringer. 

Albmy, August 27, 1775. 

, Sir:. The Continental Congress having adjourned before 
ray letter recommending the establishment of a hospital for 
this department had reached Philadelphia, since which I 
have applied to the Province Congress of this Colony, who 
judge that, in the present state of things, such an establish- 
ment is in my power, and necessity impelling me to it, I 
do entreat L.you to take upon yourself the charge of it, and 
to'™pro.yide_s_ucji_ necessaries as the shortness of the time 
will admit of; and I do hereby engage that the Continental 
Congress^will make you the same allowance for your ser- 
vice that is^ or may be made to the Director of the Hospi- 
tal with the Grand Continental Army, and the same to the 
mates as those in that quarter get ; and that for your me- 
dicines_and_in3truments you shall be allowed the value of; 
and if any money is immediately wanted, I will give you 
a warrlirior the same ; and that I will take the earliest 
opportunity to get the decision of Congress on this estab- 
lishment. I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler, 
Major General commanding the Forces of the United 
Colonies in the JSlew- York Department. 
To Samuel Stringer, Esq. 

Officers a,id Attendants necessary for a Regular General 
Hospital. 

A Director, Suigeons and Apothecaries and their Mates, 
Clerks, Stewards, Surgery-Men, Apothecaries' Labourers, 
a Matron, and Nurses. 

Mr. Stringer, whom I have appointed Director of the 
Hospital, has delivered me this. The number of Surgeons, 
Clerks, and Stewards, must depend on the numbers in the 
Hospital. „ 

1 JTHILIP SCHUYLER. 



NEWBERN (NORTH-CAROLINA) COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, August 28, 1775. 

On motion, Ordered, That a Proclamation signed by 
Governour Martin, dated on board His Majesty's Sloop 
Cruiser, the 8th instant, be produced and read ; which was 
done accordingly. 

Resolved, That the said Proclamation is a compound of 
falsehood and illiberal abuse, artfully and insidiously dressed 
for publick exhibition, and evidently calculated to dissuade 
and iiitijiiidjte ...the,, unwary and credulous from the duty 
they owe themselves and posterity; aiming to reflect dis- 
honour, by the most personal invectives, on gentlemen 
whose zeal for their Country's happiness has not only im- 
rjres'ged us with a Jiv.ejy and lasting sense of their virtue, 
integrity, and abilities, but has happily hitherto rendered 



abortive the diabolical projects of a tyrannical Minister, and 
the numberless petty tyrants under him. 

That the said Proclamation tends to stimulate and en- 
courage the Crown officers and Court dependants in this 
Province to a vigorous exertion of their feeble powers in 
support of those infernal schemes of which the said Gov* 
ernour is the avowed patron. 

That by admitting a name that might have been respect- 
able to so foul and disgraceful a composition, the Governour 
has degraded himself from the elevated rank of our most 
gracious Sovereign's representative, to the level and degree 
of a contemptible scribbler; with this only difference — 
that as the latter would view his venal production from a 
garret in Grub-Street, the Governour is reduced to the 
necessity of smuggling his from the equally narrow limits 
to which unnecessary fears, the concomitants of guilt, have 
precipitately driven him. 

That by the said Proclamation, as well as by sundry 
Letters heretofore published, the Governour has given the 
fullest evidence of his unfriendly disposition towards this 
Province, and manifested a determined resolution, as far as 
in his power, to subvert a Constitution which, at the ex- 
pense of life and fortune, every honest man ought to support. 

That therefore the aforesaid enormous Proclamation, in 
length no less than six feet, in breadth three, ought to be 
detested and despised by every real friend to the rights of 
mankind, and in our opinion deserves the infamy of being 
consigned to the flames by the hands of the common hang. 
man, as the just reward of treason and rebellion against our 
happy Constitution, and as a false, scandalous, and mali- 
cious libel against the first and fairest characters in this 
country. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Green, Chairman. 
J. Sitgreaves, Secretary. 



NORFOLK BOROUGH ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Norfolk Borough Committee Chamber, August 28, 1775. 

Whereas it appears, from undoubted testimony, that a 
certain John Schaw, of the Borough, did, in the presence 
of Lord Dunmore, officiously point out to the Soldiery at 
Gosport one Alexander Main, fifer to one of the Volunteer 
Companies of this place, as a person who ought to be ap- 
prehended for his impudence (as the "said ' Scfufw expvessed 
himself) in wearing a hunting shirt in their presence ; in 
consequence of which the unhappy man was.appiehcnded, 
and is now by his Lordship's orders confined on board the 
Otter Sloop-of- War: We therefore think it our duty to 
declare, that the said Schaw has herein snowedjmnself a 
busy tool, and an enemy to American liberty; and, as such, 
we advise every friend to his country to have no further 
dealing or connection with him. 

Published by order: William Davies, Secretary. 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

TJrbanna, August 28, 1775. 

Al a meeting of a Committee of the County, present 
eighteen Members: The Committee being informed that 
Charles Neilson, Esq., had made use of expressions, in 
course of a conversation between himself and 'Tobias Allen, 
an inhabitant of this County, which were by the Committee 
deemed inimical to the glorious cause of liberty in which 
America is engaged, Mr. Neihon, on hearing a Committee 
would be he'd to inquire into the charges against him, came 
voluntarily before us, and made the following concession : 
" In a conversation with Mr. Tobias Allen, soon after the 
engagement at Bunker's Hill, I said I heard the Provincials 
were defeated, or had got a flogging, and that I was glad 
of it, as I hoped it would put an end to the unlianpv 
disputes; and as this Committee think theses' ex^ellbns 
inimical to the liberties of America, 1 do hereby declare I 
never meant to injure the cause of freedom or constitu- 
tional principles, and should be extremely sorry to he looked 
on in any other light than as a friend to America. 

- " Charles Neilson." 

Ordered, Tim the same be transmitted to the Printer 
of the Virginia Gazette, and that he be requested to print 
the same. By order of the Committee : 

Lodowick Jones, Clerk. 
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CAPTAIN JOHN LAMB TO NEW-YOHK CONGRESS. 

New-York, August 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I last Saturday evening received an order 
from your Board, respecting the pay of the Artillery Com- 
pany under my command ; by which order I observe you 
have made an entire new arrangement in regard to the said 
Company, by making it an additional Company, to be con- 
sidered as part of Col. McDougaU's Regiment, and subject 
to his commands. As the Artillery, in every service, are 
always considered as a distinct corps, and never as part of 
any particular Regiment, and as I engaged in the service of 
my Country purely from a principle of serving it, divested 
of every sinister motive, I conceive myself to be degraded 
by this new arrangement, and deprived of that rank which 
a Captain of Artillery is known to hold in every country. 
I am therefore constrained, in honour, to decline a service 
in which I must continually suffer the greatest mortification 
and chagrin ; at the same time I cannot doubt but you will 
make some provision to compensate for the trouble and 
expense which I have necessarily been put to in raising the 
Company. I am, Gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

John Lamb. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Colony of 

New-York. 

SAMUEL BURLING TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York-, August 28, 1775. 

Sir: Having received a letter by the last post from 
Providence, in Rhode-Island, accompanied with another 
from the Committee of said Town, directed to the Chair- 
man of the Committee of the City of New- York, request- 
ing liberty to ship to that place a quantity of flour and other 
provisions, for the use of that Town and the Provincial 
Army, by Captain Lindsay and Captain Joseph Witney, 
who are well provided to carry the same with safety, Cap- 
tain Lindsay waits on you for permission for the said two 
vessels to. load, and for which, agreeable to the desire of 
that Committee, I also request the approbation and concur- 
rence of the Congress. I am your humble servant, 

Samuel Burling. 
To the President of the Provincial Congress, New-York. 

Now- York, August 30, 1775. 

Received on board the Sloop Victory, whereof I am 
master, in good order and well conditioned, the undermen- 
tioned goods, which I promise to deliver to the Chairman 
of the Committee at Providence, in Rhode-Island, or to his 
assigns, (the danger of the seas and seizures only excepted,) 
he or they paying, for the freight of the same, one Pound 
twelve Shillings for the baggage, and three Pounds eigh- 
teen Shillings for the passage of two servants, and their 
accommodations while on board, viz : 

Two trunks marked C. F., Esq.; one valise, with bed- 
ding, Lieutenan^JVesc/i, Twenty-Second Regiment ; two 
trunks marked Ensign Rotton, Forty-Fifth Regiment ; one 
valise, do.; two canteens, do.; one bed-case, do.; one fiddle- 
case, do.; one hat-case, do.; two trunks marked Mr. Mc- 
Dermott ; one bed-box, do.; one small trunk, do.; one valise 
bedding, do. Benj. Lindsay. 

APPLICATIONS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS FOR PERMISSION TO 
LOAD VESSELS FOR FOREIGN PORTS. 

New-York, August 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We have a vessel loading for a foreign 
port, which is cleared out at the custom-house, her cargo 
to consist of three thousand bushels of rye, which we have 
purchased, the proceeds of which, with what bills we mean 
to send, we intended to have laid out in articles that will 
be much wanted by this Continent ; should take it as a 
particular favour if you would take this affair in your con- 
sideration, and, if agreeable, to grant us a permit to finish 
loading and to proceed to sea. 

We are, with esteem, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servants, Jas. k, Alex. Stewart. 

To the Provincial Congress of New-York. 

New-York, August 28, 1775. 

Sir: I have laden on board my Brig Patty, Captain 
Bedford Ashficld, four thousand bushels of Indian corn, 



which, with one thousand bushels more, and a few boards, 
will be all her cargo ; with which cargo of Indian corn and 
lumber the said brig is to proceed to the Island of Madeira ; 
and for the true performance of it, myself and the Captain 
will enter into any security required by the honourable the 
Provincial Congress. I therefore pray the Congress will 
give me permission to take on board ttie remainder of my 
cargo, which is bought already, and suffer the said Brig 
Fatty to depart with it to Madeira, which will greatly 
oblige yours and the Congress's most obedient humble ser- 
vant, V. Pearschfield. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress for the Colony of New-York. 

New- York, August 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We request a permission for our Sloop 
Charlotte, Captain Harriot, to depart for Kingston, in the 
Island of Jamaica, with a cargo of three hundred and thirty 
barrels of flour, and some slaves on board; and we intend 
to put on board twenty or thirty barrels of lamp oil, if to 
be had, and to fill up with staves, _. We had engaged a 
parcel of ship-bread from Mr. Phoenix, which was assigned 
to him and some other gentlemen, for the use of the poor, 
by Mr. Abraham Van Vleck, a late delinquent ; but, on con- 
sidering your late resolves, we decline asking a permission 
for that article. 

We are, most respectfully, Gentlemen, your obedient and 
very humble servants, Henry Remsen, 

Jno. Reade. 

New-York, August 28, 1775. 

Charles McEvers and Company inform the honourable 
Provincial Congress that they have purchased a cargo of 
wheat, which is now loading on board the Ship Albany, 
James Bunyan master, for Lisbon, and that no other article 
of provisions is to be loaded on board said ship. They are 
ready to give any security required that this ship and cargo 
shall proceed direct to Lisbon. They therefore pray that 
permission may be given for this ship to finish her loading, 
and proceed on her voyage. 

New- York, August 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Being informed that you had come to a 
resolution that no provisions shall be shipped out of this 
Colony without first obtaining permission of you, in con- 
sequence of which order we think it our duty to acquaint 
you that the Ship Peggy, Captain Barron, had on board, 
before the resolve was made, about seven thousand four 
hundred bushels of wheat, with which she was cleared, and 
sailed as far as Coney Island, which cargo we did intend 
she would have gone to sea with, (although there was 
about five hundred bushels wanting to complete her load,) 
as we were determined not to transgress your orders. 

We therefore hope you will grant us permission to take 
on board the remainder of her cargo, and proceed to Fal- 
mouth, in England, as at first intended, 

Your compliance will much oblige your humble ser- 
vants, Murray Sansom, 

Fred, Rhinelander. 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of New- York. 

New-York, August 28, 1775. 
Gentlemen : We are informed that, by a resolve of your 
House, no provision shall be loaded or sent from hence with- 
out your permission. We, ever willing, invariably, to abide 
by every measure adopted that may be thought necessary and 
conducive for the good of society, think it our duty, at this 
time, to inform you that a considerable .time ago we had 
orders from a house at Madeira to send thern s„vessel load 
of wheat, Indian corn, rye, flour, staves, &tc. In compli- 
ance with this order, about six weeks ago began buying 
wheat and flour, &c, and stored and now half loaded. 
Must also acquaint you that eight days ago a vessel arrived 
from Scotland, the owners of which have given orders to 
load with wheat for Barcelona, and in consequence of, have 
purchased and stored, and have more engaged, so that both 
vessels could sail this week. Would.be glacT to Know what 
is requisite for us to do, as we are willing to give every 



447 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, AUGUST, 1775. 



448 



satisfaction in our power; and the Captains, on their parts, 
will bind themselves to carry the vessels where destined. 
We remain your most humble servants, 

Walter & Thos. Buchannan &i Co. 

The President and Members of the Congress for the Colo- 
ny of New- York. 

New-York, August 28, 1775. 
Request of G. W. Beekman, D. Beekman, and C. P. 
Lowe, to the honourable ProvincialCongress of New-York, 
for liberty to take on board the Sloop Pennsylvania Farmer, 
William Nciuton, master, {Bermuda built, and a fast sail- 
ing vessel, cleared out and actually bound for the Island 
of St. Croix,) a cargo, to consist of Indian meal, rye meal, 
ship bread, staves, heading, hoops, and boards. 

New- York, August 29, 1775. 

William Malcom requests permission from the Congress 
for the departure of the Sloop Thistle, Captain Haddick, 
to St.. Eustslia, with the following cargo, viz : 

Sixteen barrels of ship bread, for stores and cargo; forty 
barrels of apples; one hundred and fifty bushels Indian 
corn, (one hundred and fifty more to go on board this morn- 
ing ;) thirty boxes spermaceti candles ; eight cases of furni- 
ture ; fifteen thousand feet of lumber ; four thousand hoops ; 
twenty thousand shingles; thirty barrels corn meal; bunches 
of onions. William Malcom. 

New-York, August 29, 1775. 

Abraham De Peyster, of the City of New- York, mer- 
chant, humbly prays the Provincial Congress, now sitting 
in this City, that he be permitted to load the Sloop Charity 
with two hundred bushels of corn, four tons of ship bread, 
two hogsheads of dried cod, and ten dozen of poultry; the 
cargo being already purchased, part on board, bound for the 
Island of Antigua, or some one other of the West-India 
IslanHsT Anafor this purpose he further prays the permit 
of this honourable Board. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 



COLONEL PHILIP CORTLANDT TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, August 28, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Agreeable to verbal orders received from 
Colonel Holmes, when last in New-York, made all the 
despatch in my power to this place, where I arrived the 
26lh instant. Finding Captain Henry B. Livingston, with 
his Company, in a small house in Town, he wants many 
things, such as shoes, shirts, stockings, underclothes, haver- 
sacks, and cash, having advanced all himself that has been 
paid his men as yet. 

The day I arrived came up the following Captains, with 
their Companies: Captain Ilerrick, Captain Palmer, 
Captain llerteU, and Captain Mills, all without blankets, 
except Captain David Palmer ; many of the men wanting 
shirts", snoes, stockings, underclothes, and, in short, without 
atiy thing fit for a soldier except a uniform coat, and not 
more than thirty guns, with four Companies, fit for ser- 
vice. They are now on board the small boats that brought 
them up, "having "no place for them to go into, as there is 
not one tent that I can find for our Battalion, and three 
Companies without blankets, and none to be had at this 
place. Uonot know how to act, or what to do with 
them : they begin to ask for cash and better lodgings, being 
much crowded in the small boats in which I am obliged to 
keep them. I this morning made application to the Com- 
mittee of Albany, who will do all in their power for me, 
which I belie ve is but very little. Shall be much obliged to 
the hQnau|able_ Congress to send me with all convenient 
speed arms, blankets, tents, shoes, stockings, haversacks, and 
cash, by all means. I want to be going forward, where, 
by \y_hatT_can learn, we shall be wanting if we can go soon, 
or not ajFaTL _The men say, give us guns, blankets, tents, 
&c.,„an<r we will fight the devil himself; but do not keep 
us here T n ma rket boats, as though we were a parcel of 
sheep or caTves, In short, nothing can give me more plea- 
sg re ^lli^ Ti^e arjrjj r va| pf the aforesaid articles; until which, 
shall. doalH n my power to keep the men together, and in 
as good order as clubs and canes can keep them, without 
arms" to ¥eep a proper guard ; as I have orders from the 



General to collect all the arms together and send as many 
men off directly to Ticonderoga, (and that without tents,) 
which will not be a full Company unless I can purchase 
some arms here. 

I remain, dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Cortlandt, 
Lt. Col. of the Fourth Battalion. 

P. S. The cash I received I was obliged to pay to the 
mutinous men in the lower barracks, and I sent by Lieut. 
Biker, to Captain Woodard, at New-Town, Long-Island, 
some part of it. 

COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF MARYLAND. 

At a meeting of the Council of Safety of Maryland, at 
Annapolis, on Tuesday, the 29th of August, 1775, were 
present : 

The Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., 
Hon. Charles Carroll, Esq., Barrister, Hon. Thomas John- 
son, Jun., Esq., Hon. William Paca, Esq., Hon. Robert 
Alexander, Esq., Hon. Edward Lloyd, Esq., Hon. Samuel 
Chase, Esq., Hon. Charles Carroll, Esq., of Carrollton, 
Hon. James Holly day, Esq. 

The above Members having previously subscribed the 
Association, the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
Charles Carroll, Barrister, Thomas Johnson, Jun., Ed- 
ward Lloyd, and Samuel Chase, were qualified before Mr. 
Paca, and Robert Alexander, William Paca, James Hoi- 
lyday, and Charles Carroll of Carrollton, were qualified 
before Mr. Chase, by taking the oath prescribed by the 
Convention. 

Gabriel Duval! was chosen Clerk, and qualified before 
Mr. Chase, by taking the oath directed by the Convention. 

The Council adjourned tilfthe next day, eleven o'clock 
in the morning. 

Wednesday, August 30, 1775. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

The Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer was chosen 
President. 

Resolved, That Charles Bcatty, of Fredericktown, be 
empowered to contract for the making and delivery of six 
hundred and fifty good substantial proved Muskets, three 
feet and a half in barrel, and three quarters of an inch in 
the bore, with good double Bridle Locks, Black Walnut or 
Maple Stocks, and plain strong brass mounting; Bayonets 
with Steel Blades seventeen inches long; Steel Ramrods, 
double Screws; Priming Wires and Brushes fitted thereto; 
with a pair of Brass Moulds for every eighty Muskets, to 
cast twelve Bullets on one side, and on the other side to 
cast Shot of such size as the Muskets will chamber three 
of them, for a sum not exceeding ten Dollars and two-thirds 
of a Dollar in Bills of Credit issued by Resolve of the last 
Convention, for every such fire-lock with the above accou- 
trements, delivered at Georgetown or Elkridge Landing, 
if required; and may contract to advance one-half of the 
purchase money on good security for the delivery of the 
Muskets, one-third thereof before the first day of January 
next, one-third thereof before the first day of March next, 
and the residue before the first day of May next, and on 
the last delivery the residue of the purchase money to be 
paid. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of (he Western Shore pay 
unto Mr. Charles Beatty, or his order, out of the Bills of 
Credit in his hands, Three Thousand Four Hundred and 
Sixty-Six Dollars and two-thirds of a Dollar, to enable him 
to advance as aforesaid. . . . _, 

Resolved, That Robert Alexander, Esq., of Baltimore 
Town be empowered to contract for the making and deli- 
very of five hundred good substantial proved Muskets, with 
the same accoutrements and like dimensions with those for 
which Mr. Beatty is empowered to contract, and for the 
same price, and may contract to advance in the same 
manner. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
unto Mr. Robert Alexander, or his order, Two Thousand 
Six Hundred and Fifty-Six Dollars and two-thirds of a 
Dollar, out of the Bills of Credit in his hands, to enable him 
to advance as aforesaid. 

The Council adjourned till the next day, ten o'clock in 
the forenoon. 
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Thursday, August 31, 1775. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore, out 
of the Bills of Credit in his hands, pay unto Mr. Isaac 
Harris, or his order, four Dollars and two-thirds of a Dol- 
lar, for every good substantial proved Musket Barrel, three 
feet and a half long, and three-quarters of an inch in the 
bore, agreeable to the one now made and delivered, and 
for a pair of Brass Moulds, as aforesaid, for every eighty 
barrels, which the said Harris shall deliver to the said 
Treasurer before the first day of May next. 

Resolved, That Robert Alexander, Esq., be empowered 
to contract for the purchase of five thousand Cartouch 
Boxes, to hold twenty-three rounds of powder and ball, with 
good Belts, for a sum not exceeding one Dollar for each 
Cartouch Box and Belt, and for five thousand Gun Belts, 
and five thousand Bayonet Belts, for a sum not exceeding 
one-third of a Dollar for each Belt, and for one thousand 
six hundred and fifty Scabbards for Bayonets, for a sum 
not exceeding one-third part of a Dollar for each Scab- 
bard. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
unto Mr. Alexander, or his order, Five Thousand Dollars, 
out of the Bills of Credit in his hands, to enable him to 
advance to the Contractors. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
unto Thomas Johnson, Jun., Esq., or his order, Two 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty Dollars, to be by him 
laid out in the purchase of good double Bridle Locks, good 
plain Brass Mounting, Black Walnut or Maple Stocks, 
Steel Ramrods, Bayonets with Steel Blades seventeen inches 
long, double Screws, Priming Wires and Brushes, for five 
hundred Muskets. 

The following Letter from Thomas Jenings, Esq., was 
received by the Council : 

" Gentlemen : Matters of an interesting nature require 
my attendance in England, and the present recess of 
business enables me to undertake the voyage with little in- 
convenience to my private affairs. I propose returning 
early in the Spring, and have inducements to believe that 
I shall have an opportunity of rendering some service to the 
general cause ; if, however, in the present exigency of the 
times, my voyage is deemed improper, I shall decline any 
further thoughts of prosecuting it. 

"lam, very respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, „ m T 

' " Ihomas Jenings. 

"September 1, 1775." 

Upon reading of which, Ordered, That Mr. Jenings be 
informed that the Council see no impropriety in the prose- 
cution of his intention to go to England. 

The following Advertisement was ordered to be insert- 
ed in the Maryland Gazette: 

" The Council of Safety, desirous of forwarding the 
intentions of the Convention in promoting the manufac- 
ture of Salt, Saltpetre, Gunpowder, and Fire- Arms, request 
any persons who are inclined to engage, on liberal encour- 
agement, in the manufacture of Fire-Arms, or to erect a 
Powder-Mill in the neighbourhood of Baltimore Town, 
where it will be most beneficial, or Salt or Saltpetre Works, 
that they will send their proposals, in writing, to Gabriel 
Duvall, Clerk of the Council of Safety, and they shall be 
attended to, and speedily answered." 

Resolved, That the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
Esq., Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Esq., and Mr. Charles 
Wallace, or any of them, be empowered to contract for the 
making and delivery of any number, not exceeding one 
thousand, good substantial proved Muskets, of the same 
dimensions and with the same accoutrements with those 
for which Mr. Beatty is empowered to contract, and for 
the same price, and may contract to advance in the same 
manner. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
unto the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer , Esq., Charles 
Carroll of Carrollton, Esq., and Mr. Charles Wallace, or 
any of them, or either, or either of their order, Five Thou- 
sand Three Hundred and Thirty -Three Dollars and one- 
third of a Dollar, out of the Bills of Credit in his hands, to 
enable them to advance as aforesaid. 

Resolved, That Thomas Johnson, Jun., Esq., be em- 
powered to contract for the making and delivery of any 



number, notexceedingone thousand, good substantial proved 
Muskets, of the same dimensions and with the same accou- 
trements with those for which Mr. Beatty is empowered to 
contract, and for the same price, and may contract to 
advance in the same manner. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western Shore pay 
unto Thomas Johnson, Jun., Esq., Five Thousand Three 
Hundred and Thirty-Three Dollars and one-third of a Dol- 
lar, out of the Bills of Credit in his hands, to enable him 
to advance as aforesaid. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Observation for 
Kent County, relating to John Patterson and Robert 
Buchanan, were read ; on consideration whereof, it is the 
opinion of this Council that that branch of the Council of 
Safety on the Eastern Shore hath competent jurisdiction 
of the charges contained in the said Proceedings, which 
opinion is ordered to be certified to the said Committee. 

Ordered, That the Publick Arms delivered out in April 
last, and which have been distributed in Baltimore Coun- 
ty, be collected, so that they may be delivered to the 
Minute-Men, agreeable to the orders of the last Convention. 



Signed by order : 



G. Di 



Clerk. 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO NEW-YORK CONGRES_S._ 

Perth-Amboy, August 29, 1775. 

Sir: The Committee of Safety acquainted you, by a let- 
ter dated the 26th inst., that we had ordered a ton of gun- 
powder to be sent you, agreeable to your request. It left 
Philadelphia early on Sunday morning, and yesterday I 
overtook the wagon on the road at Trenton, and left it 
proceeding on the journey. But being informed this 
morning at Brunsivick that four wagon loads of powder 
had passed through that place on Friday evening, for your 
City, and supposing it to be the powder which you men- 
tioned as having been expected, but not arrived, which 
occasioned your sending to us, and as we have still too 
little at Philadelphia, I thought it best to stop that powder, 
and send it back again, and wrote accordingly to the 
wagoner by a person just setting out for Trenton. I write 
this, therefore, that you may not expect it at Newark in 
consequence of our letter. 

With great respect and esteem, I am, Sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, B. Franklin. 

Honourable P. V. B. Livingston, Esq. 

BERGEN COUNTY (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE. 

Bergen County Committee Chamber, August 29, 1775. 

Resolved, That Peter Zabriskie, Jacob Terhune, John 
Demarest, and Joost Zabriskie, be a Committee of Safety, 
to act for the County during the recess of the County 
Committee. 

Resolved, That all male persons, above sixteen and 
under fifty years old, who have removed or shall hereafter 
remove from other Provinces or other Counties into this 
County, during the present unhappy contest between 
Great Britain and the American Colonies, shall be enrolled 
in the Militia Company of the District within which such 
Companies shall respectively reside; and that all such as 
neglect or refuse to come under the Militia Regulations of 
the Provincial Congress of this Province shall be imme- 
diately desired to leave the County. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Fell, Chairman. 



JONATHAN TRUMBULL, JUN., TO NEW-YOMK CONGRESS. 

New- York, August 29, 1775. 

May it please your Honours : I have this day re- 
ceived your letter, in the name of the President of this 
honourable Congress, requesting me, as Paymaster, to ad- 
vance to Colonel James Holmes six hundred Pounds, to 
enable him to pay his men. In answer I have only to say, 
that the resolution of the honourable Continental Congress, 
by virtue of which I have received the money destined for 
the use of the Army in the Northern Department, men- 
tions the application thereof shall be made in such manner 
as General Schuyler, by his warrant, shall limit and appoint. 
In consequence hereof, I have received General Schuyler's 
order, in the following words, viz : " As soon as you have 



Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 



29 



451 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, AUGUST, 1775. 



452 



possessed yourself of the money which Congress has de- 
signed for this quarter, and which I hope you will do with 
the greatest despatch, you will please to exchange as much 
of it for either silver or gold as you possibly can, and then 
repair to Albany." Be assured, gentlemen, it is my wish 
to do every thing in my power, consistent with my duty, 
for the general service. I imagine, from the above repre- 
sentation, your Honours will perceive it is not an undue 
attention to forms which will prevent ray advancing the 
money. 

I am, with esteem, your Honours' most obedient humble 
servant, Jona. Trumbull., Jun. 

Honourable Provincial Congress, New- York. 



JOHN CAHDELL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York, August 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : In the most respectful manner I beg leave 
thus to approach you, with humble hopes that you will 
please to grant this, my truly most earnest request, to be by 
your order brought before you, so soon as convenience can 
possibly admit after your receipt hereof, for the purpose 
of hearing me on the matters laid to my charge, which in- 
volve me and my family in the greatest distress, more than 
pen can well describe or idea form. 

I am conscious, gentlemen, should I meet the indulgent 
favour I now earnestly seek for, I can satisfy how false are 
many of those charges against me, particularly as to the 
manner of my going on board the men of war, my beha- 
viour since , in confinement, Sic. If upon such your favour- 
able hearing you should be of opinion that my conduct has 
been reproachable, I shall be ready to make every conces- 
sion and acknowledgment in my power, even to leaving the 
Province or otherwise, as you shall see cause to direct. 

Let me beg you, gentlemen, that you, with tender kind- 
ness and humanity, consider the melancholy situation of 
myself and .family, my wife just delivered, and now lying 
in .sojmuch grief and sorrow that life can hardly be kept in 
her, and oihers_of my family in the greatest anxiety; trust- 
ing, therefore, that you will grant this my desire and earnest 
request, I remain your unfortunate and very humble ser- 
vant, John Candell. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress, New-York. 



ALBANY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany Committee Chamber, August 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We expected, when the Army was once 
organized, we should not be so frequently called upon about 
matters not in our Province ; but the situation of Colonel 
Cortlandt, and the men under his command, in a great 
measure obliges us to give him all the assistance in our 
power, not, however, that it is to be made a precedent of. 
The enclosed letter from Colonel Van Corthmdt will show 
you the posture he is in, and the necessity of a speedy 
relief. We fear we shall be able to afford him but little 
assistance. The hospital and barracks are filled with In- 
dians attending the Congress ; the barns about the Town 
loaded with the crops of the season ; and the City crowd- 
ed continually with a numerous concourse of people ; the 
former and frequent applications for ammunition have drain- 
ed us, in short, of almost every thing of that sort. 

We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. By order of 
the Committee : Ab'm Yates, Jr., Chairman. 

To Peter V. B, Livingston, President of the Congress. 



COLONEL VAN SCHAICK TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, August 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I am at present stationed in Albany, by 
General Schuyler, to forward the troops that arrive here to 
Ticonderoga ; and it gives me pain to inform you that Col. 
Clinton arrived here with the other field-officers, and six 
Companies of his Battalion, five of which are armed, but 
in bad repair. They have been supplied with blankets at 
this place ; other necessaries are wanted. 

Colonel Van Cortlandt is also arrived here with five 
Companies of Holmes's Battalion, who have not arms suf- 
ficient to: supply one Company, and are totally destitute of 
all tents, accoutrements, and other necessaries, savin" their 
regimental coats, . We shall endeavour to procure as many 



stand of arms as possible, upon terms of the resolve pub- 
lished by you, but am very well persuaded that the number 
will fall greatly short of the numbers wanted to supply the 
Companies that are now here, and those expected. 

As General Schuyler is returned to Ticonderoga, this 
matter, I conceive, comes within my province ; and I should 
ever accuse myself of inhumanity, and a want of love to 
my Country, should I be backward in giving you a true 
account of the situation and distress of these Companies, 
when I consider how much they are wanted at the forts 
above. I therefore look up to you, and beg that you will, 
without delay, send up such or so many arms, tents, blan- 
kets, and pther necessaries, as will supply those Companies, 
so that they may be forwarded with the greatest despatch. 

1 must also inform you the men are much discontented for 
want of their pay, and do assure you that the service greatly 
suffers. There is scarce any thing to be heard in the camp 
but mutinies. 1 have for that purpose wrote to Mr. Jo- 
nathan Trumbull, Jun., who I am informed is appointed 
Deputy Paymaster-General, which letter I enclose you, as 
I do not know where he is at present. I beg, therefore, 
that you will forward it to him by express. 

I am very happy, however, to inform you, that notwith- 
standing the clamours and discontents of my men at first, 
there are at present nine of my Companies up at Ticonde- 
roga, with the other two field-officers, in actual service, and 
the last will march to-morrow. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

Goose Van Schatck. 



MAJOR HENRY LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, August 29, 1775. 

Sir: I am desired by Colonel Clinton to inform you that 
he arrived here last Saturday, and has now with him six 
Companies encamped about a mile out of town. That there 
are guns enough to equip about three Companies. That 
there are two Companies beside that have arms, but want 
some repairs. As there are not armourers sufficient at Ti- 
conderoga, must wait here till they can be repaired. That 
there is a great want of officers' tents, there being here 
only sufficient for two Companies, and one tent for the 
Lieutenant-Colonel. Of soldiers' tents for our Regiment 
there is a sufficiency, but no more than barely for our seven 
Companies. That the soldiers murmur much for want of 
pay, and are very unwilling to march from here without it. 
That the medicine chest is not yet arrived, or a Surgeon, 
and that drums and fifes are wanting. However, three 
Companies will be equipped with all speed, and sent off 
immediately. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

Henry Livingston, Jun. 
To Hon. Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq. 

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN-MEETING. 

At a Town-Meeting held in Providence, according to 
law, on the twenty-ninth day of August, Anno Domini 
1775: 

The Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Moderator. 

The Committee appointed on the thirty-first day of July 
last, to draw up Rules for regulating the Battery at Fox 
Point, made report as on file, which is accepted by the 
Town. 

Voted, That Captain Ezek Hopkins be appointed to 
command the Battery at Fox Hill. 

Voted, That Captain Samuel Warner he Lieutenant. 

Voted, That Captain Christopher Shelden be Gunner. 

Voted, That seven Men be appointed for each Gun in 
the Battery, including Officers, and that such be selected 
from the Town Inhabitants who are acquainted with the 
use of Cannon, and do not belong to any of the Indepen- 
dent Companies. 

Voted, That the Battery Company appoint a Captain 
and Gunner for each Gun out of their Company. 

Voted, That upon any person quitting the Battery Com- 
pany, the Officer thereto belonging havejiower to select 
others, as abovesald, to keep their number complete. 

Voted, That two persons be appointed to watch the Bat- 
tery at Fox Point, in the day time. and in the evenin»s 
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until relieved by the Town- Watch, and that Captain Nicho- 
las Power be appointed to hire the said two persons on the 
best terms he can, to be employed as the Officers of the 
Battery shall direct. 

Voted, That the Great Guns be numbered, and each 
person's name who belong to said Guns be wrote on a 
card and affixed to the Gun they may belong to, that they 
may know where to repair in case of an alarm. 

Voted, That the Captain, Lieutenant, and Gunner of 
said Battery, have the care of preparing and keeping the 
Stores belonging thereto in good order. 

Voted, That the Battery Company exercise their Can- 
non once in a month, or oftener, to perfect themselves in 
the use thereof. 

Voted, That Captain Barnard Eddy and Mr. Paul Al- 
len be a Committee to call upon all those persons who 
have received Cartridges, made of the Town's stock of 
Powder and Lead, agreeable to a Vote of the Town made 
on the nineteenth day of June last ; to examine if any of 
said Cartridges are missing, and, if they shall find that any 
person hath expended any of said Cartridges otherwise than 
in the publick defence, that they demand and receive the 
nine Pence promised by such person for each Cartridge so 
expended ; and that they demand and receive all the 
Town's Cartridges, delivered on the late alarm or other- 
wise, which any person may have in his possession, more 
than seventeen for every Fire- Arm he may have fit for use. 

Whereas Mr. Moses Brown hath moved that the Town 
would instruct their Deputies to use their influence in the 
next General Assembly to procure a Bill, now lying before 
the House of Assembly, entitled "An Act prohibiting the 
importation of Negroes into this Colony, and asserting the 
right of Freedom of all those hereafter born or manumitted 
within the same," a copy whereof hath now been read to 
the Town, to be passed into a law: And whereas the said 
Act contains matters of great importance, and will mate- 
rially affect the property of individuals, therefore, 

Voted, That the consideration of the same be referred 
to the next meeting, and that a warrant be issued, to warn 
the Freemen of (he Town that the said motion will be con- 
sidered and acted upon at the next meeting. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to the twelfth 
day of September next, at three o'clock, P. M. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Oystor Ponds, Suffolk County, August 29, 1775. 

Sik : I have with me at this place four hundred and 
fifty of my Regiment. I should before this time have re- 
turned to my station at Harlem, but Gen. Schuyler having 
ordered the three Companies, raised upon this end of ' Long- 
Island, for trie continental service, to join their Regiment at 
Tkonderoga, the County Committee requested me to re- 
main here till the return of an express, which they sent to 
New- York, to beg of their Congress, if possible, to prevent 
the three Companies from being removed. The express 
has now returned, with liberty for the Companies to remain 
here ten days from last Friday. It is thought best that I 
keep my station near New- York, though I shall not return 
there till I know the destination of the fleet, which I under- 
stand, from your Excellency's information to Governour 
Trumbull, have sailed out of Boston. I hope and expect 
such measures will be pursued as will prevent their taking 
the stock from this or the adjacent islands. 

The inhabitants here think that had General Schuyler 
known their very exposed situation, he would not have 
ordered the Companies away. The New-York Congress 
suppose they have no right to counteract his orders. They 
might indeed have sent to him, and received an answer in 
season j but they are so refined in their policy, have so 
many private views to answer, and take such infinite pains 
to keep out of the plain path, (conscious, perhaps, of their 
own superrounvisdom,) that they do nothing like other 
people. It is now too late to send to General Schuyler; 
the Committee of Safety have therefore desired me to re- 
quest your Excellency to continue their Troops upon their 
stations. I shall only say that I know of no place so much 
exposed to the ravages of the enemy; and if the Companies 
raised here, who have a great part of the good arms in the 
County, should be removed, and their places not supplied, 
1 know of none so„dt'fence_Iess as this. It is my opinion, 



after all the soldiers are gone, that two hundred men might 
ravage the country, notwithstanding all the inhabitants 
could do to prevent it. 

From this representation, I doubt not your Excellency 
will think proper to continue the Troops raised here upon 
this station, or order others in their room. 

I am, with great truth and regard, your Excellency's 
most obedient humble servant, David Wooster. 

To his Excellency George Washington. 



JEDEDIAH STRONG TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Litchfield, August 29, 1775. 

May it please your Honour: On receipt of your let- 
ter of the 7th instant, respecting tow cloth, immediately 
made thorough inquiry in the County, and could find none 
of any consequence to be sold here ; of which endeavoured 
to acquaint your Honour by letter, dated 21st, which hope 
is arrived. Since which, received your Honour's of the 
26th, on my return from Albany, where also had inquired 
for cloth, but find it scarce and dear. Could purchase, in 
various stores, some pieces and remnants of sheeting, dow- 
las, and osnaburgh, to amount perhaps of some hundred 
yards ; but the cloth being high in price, remote, and of 
unsuitable quality, have purchased none. The Commis- 
saries, in my absence last July, set to my share of the tools, 
to be provided for the Seventh and Eighth Regiments, a 
small number of spades, axes, and pickaxes, which I have 
accordingly procured to be made — the pickaxes by Cap- 
tain Forbes, at Canaan, and other tools in this place ; since 
have had no orders for disposition thereof, and am at a loss 
where to apply; therefore, hope your Honour will excuse 
me in giving the trouble of this information and return, 
Have also to report to your Honour, that after repeated 
and particular inquiries in and near Albany, by myself and 
others, for guns, &c, belonging to this Colony, and sup- 
posed to be left there at the close of the last war, can find 
none at all. It seems probable some numbers were left 
with officers of the King's Troops, forts, stores, &tc, but 
that since the formation of the Minister's oppressive plan 
of subjugating America, they have been reuroyed off, to- 
gether with every article of warlike apparatus,™ command 
or reach of those creatures and their tools, from the fort, and 
every other magazine where they could find access; and that 
some of those very trustees are now employed against us 
in the Boston banditti, particularly George Uray, Clerk of 
Artillery Stores, &.c. 

I am, may it please your Honour, your Honour's most 
obedient humble servant at command, 
Governour Trumbull. Jepepiah Strong. 

P. S. Albany swarms with painted Indians, seemingly 
disposed to friendship and neutrality. The Congress sitting 
last Monday began Friday. General Schuyler presides 
among the Commissioners. Major Hawley had not arrived 
Saturday evening. If the New- Yorkers were , . , , the 
prospect would be vastly agreeable. 



JOSEPH MATHER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Lyme, August 29, 1775, 
Honoured Sir : The distressed circumsta.nc.es of the 
country in general fills us with anxiety, but especially our 
sea-coast at present seems more immediately to draw our 
attention, as there has lately been a fleet in our neighbour- 
hood, ravaging the islands, and a larger fleet now sailed from 
Boston, which we apprehend is coming this way on the same 
errand. And as there is a great number of cattle, sheep, 
and swine, in this Town, within about the distance of one 
mile from the sea-shore, which we apprehend are exposed 
to be taken by such a fleet, if attempted ; therefore, we, the 
Committee of Inspection for the Town, (at the request of 
a great number of the principal inhabitants of the Town,) 
beg leave to request of your Honour that you would order 
one or two companies of soldiers, that axe now stationed at 
New-London, to be removed to this Town, for the purpose 
of guarding the sea-coast where this stock is. situated; to 
take the advice of the authority in, or the Selectmen. of 
the Town, or of this Committee, or any other man or set 
of men, with regard to the most convenient places to keep 
their guards, that your Honour in your wisdom shall think 
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fit. Your Honour's compliance with this our request will 
greatly oblige your Honour's most obedient humble ser- 
vants. Signed per order : 

Joseph Mather, Chairman. 

N. B. The bearer is able to inform your Honour with 
regard to the number of the stock and other matters that 
your Honour may see fit to inquire after. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 29, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your favour of the 1st instant, by Mr. Ran- 
dolph, came safe to hand. The merits of this young 
gentleman, added to your recommendation, and my own 
knowledge of his character, induced me to take bim_ into 
my family as an Aid-de-Camp, in the room of Mr. Mifflin, 
whom I have appointed Quartermaster-General, from a 
thorough persuasion of his integrity, my own experience of 
his activity, and, finally, because he stands unconnected 
with either of these Governments, or with this, that, or the 
other man ; for, between you and me, there is more in this 
than you can easily imagine. 

I submit it, therefore, to your consideration, whether 
there is or is not a propriety in that Resolution of the Con- 
gress which leaves the ultimate appointment of all officers 
below the rank of Generals to the Governments where the 
Regiments originated, now the Army is become Continen- 
tal. To me it appears improper in two points of view : 
first, it is giving that power and weight to an individual 
Colony, which ought of right to belong only to the whole ; 
and, next, it damps the spirit and ardour of volunteers 
from all but the four New-England Governments, as none 
but their people have the least chance of getting into office. 
Would it not be better, therefore, to have the warrants 
which the Commander-in-Chief is authorized to give, 
pro tempore, approved or disapproved by the Continen- 
tal Congress, or a Committee of their body, which I 
should suppose, in any long recess, must always sit? In 
this case, every gentleman will stand an equal chance of 
being promoted according to his merit ; in the other, all 
officers will be confined to the inhabitants of the four New- 
England Governments, which, in my opinion, is impolitick 
to a high degree. 

I have not been unmindful of that part of your letter re- 
specting Point Alderton; before the receipt of it, it had 
become^an object of my particular inquiry; but the accounts 
of its situation differ exceedingly in respect to the com- 
mand it has of the ship channel. But my knowledge of 
this matter would not have been confined to inquiries only, 
if I had ever been in a condition, since my arrival here, to 
have taken possession of such a post. But you well know, 
my good Sir, that it becomes the duty of an officer to con- 
sider some other matters, as well as a situation, namely: 
what number of men are necessary to defend a place, how 
it can be supported, and how furnished with ammunition. 
In respect to the first, I conceive our defence of this place 
(Point Alderton) must be proportioned to the attack of 
General Gage's whole force, leaving him just enough to 
man his lines on Boston and Charlestown Necks ; and with 
regard to the second and most important, as well as alarm- 
ing object, we have only one hundred and eighty-four bar- 
rels of powder in all, including the late supply from Phi- 
ladelphia, which is not sufficient to give twenty-five mus- 
ket cartridges to each man, and scarcely to serve the artil- 
lery in any brisk action one single day. Under these 
circumstances, I dare say you will agree with me, that it 
would not be very eligible to take a post thirty miles dis- 
tant, by land, from this place, when we have already a line 
of circuniyaliation round Boston, of at least ten miles in 
extent to defend, any part of which may be attacked with- 
out our having, if the enemy will keep their own counsel, 
an hour's previous notice of it; and that it would not be 
prudent in me to attempt a measure which would necessa- 
rily bring on a consumption of all the ammunition we have, 
thereby leaving the Army at the mercy of the enemy or 
to disperse, and the country to be ravaged and laid waste 
at discretion. To y ou > Sir, I may account for my conduct ; 
but I cannot declare the motives of it to. every one, not- 
withstanding I know, by not doing of it, that I shall stand 
in a very" unfavourable light, in the opinion of those who 
expect much, and will find little done, without understand- 



ing, or perhaps giving themselves the trouble of inquiring 
into the cause. Such, however, is the fate of all those who 
are obliged to act the part I do. I must, therefore, submit 
to it, under a consciousness of having done my duty to the 
best of my abilities. 

On Saturday night last we took possession of a hill, ad- 
vanced of our lines, and within point blank shot of the 
enemy on Charlestown Neck. We worked incessantly the 
whole night twelve hundred men, and before morning got 
an intrenchment in such forwardness as to bid defiance to 
their cannon. About nine o'clock on Sunday they began 
a heavy cannonade, which continued through the day, with- 
out any injury to our work, and with the loss of four men 
only, two of whom were killed through their own folly. 
The insult of the cannonade, however, we were obliged to 
submit to with impunity, not daring to make use of artil- 
lery, on account of the consumption of powder, except with 
one nine- pounder, placed on a point, with which we silenc- 
ed, and indeed sunk, one of their floating batteries. This 
move of ours was made to prevent the enemy from gaining 
this hill, and, we thought, was giving them a fair challenge 
to dispute it, as we had been told, by various people who 
had just left Boston, that they were preparing to come out ; 
but, instead of accepting of it, we learn that it has thrown 
them into great consternation, which might be improved if 
we had the means of doing it. Yesterday afternoon they 
began a bombardment, without any effect as yet. 

As I expect this letter will meet you in Philadelphia, I 
must request the favour of you to present my affectionate 
and respectful compliments to Dr. Shippen, his lady and 
family, my brothers of the Delegation, and any other in- 
quiring friends ; and, at the same time, do me the justice 
to believe that I am, with a sincere regard, your affection- 
ate friend and obedient servant, 

George Washington. 



B. BASSETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Mount Vernon, August 3.), 1775. 

Dear Sir : The Convention broke up on Saturday last, 
after a sitting of six weeks. They have agreed to raise 
fourteen hundred and, forty-five men, and appointed Pat- 
rick Henry to the command of the Firs t R egiment, and 
William Woodford to the Second. William Christian and 
Charles Scott are Lieutenant-Colonels, and Francis Eppes 
and Alexander Spotswood are Majors. Four hundred of 
the men are to be stationed on the frontiers, and the others 
about Williamsburgh and Norfolk,.. They have laid the 
country out in sixteen Districts, each of which is to raise 
five hundred men, to be called Minute-Men; they are to 
be ready to march on the shortest notice, and are nearly 
under the same regulations as the Militia of England, 

The Convention fyave appointed a Committee of Safety, 
of the following gentlemen : EJmund Pend leto n, George 
Mason, John Page, Thomas Lud 'well Lee, Paul Carring- 
ton, Richard Bland, Dudley Digges, William Cabell, 
Carter Braxton, James Mercer, and John Tabb, who are 
to have the whole direction, of the Army, and so call out 
the whole or any part of the Minute-JVLen, as they think 
best for the good of the Country. Pendleton and Bland 
begged to be excused from going to the Congress, and we 
have sent Wythe, Thomas Nelson, and E~rancis Eee. We 
have agreed to strike three hundred_ ajuL fifty thousand 
Pounds, paper currency, to pay for the Tndian war, our 
part of the Continental Army, and our own Army and 
Minute-Men. 

This is all the news that I can now send you. If you 
can spare a few minutes from the great hurry and fatigue 
that you must undergo, it would give me great pleasure to 
hear that you are well. Mrs. Bassett and the children 
join me in our best wishes for your health and„happiness. 

I am, dear Sir, your affectionate friend and humble ser- 

vant > B. Bassett. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA, NINETY-SIX DISTRICT. 

By the Honourable William Henry Drayton, Esquire. 

A DECLARATION. 

Whereas, by commission from the honourable the Coun- 
cil of Safety for this Colony, dated the 23d clay of July 
last, I am upon a progress through the country, " to ex- 
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plain to the people at large the nature of the unhappy 
disputes between Great Britain and the American Colo- 
nies ; to endeavour to settle all political disputes with the 
people, to quiet their minds, and to enforce the necessity 
of a general union, in order to preserve themselves and 
their children from slavery:" And whereas the progress 
having been continued almost through the Colony, with 
success to the state, satisfaction to the people, and, upon 
the most perfect principles, tending to promote peace and 
good order, for the purposes of the progress aforesaid I did 
appoint that a meeting of the people should be held on 
Friday next, the first day of September, at the Ridge, in the 
District aforesaid : But whereas one Moses Kirkland hav- 
ing, without lawful authority, assembled men in arms in the 
District aforesaid, it is but too evident that to his treachery 
against this Colony he means to add crimes of a deeper 
dye, and by force of arms to violate the publick peace : 
wherefore, it is become inexpedient that the intended meet- 
ing of the people should be held as aforesaid, lest the 
meeting should furnish occasion for civil bloodshed, which 
it is our purpose to avoid as long as may be possible. 

And whereas, by the arts, frauds, and misrepresentations 
of the said Moses Kirkland, some weak and ignorant peo- 
ple have been led into measures of so criminal a nature as, 
if persisted in, must inevitably involve them in destruction, 
from motives of humanity I therefore do hereby recom- 
mend to all such persons, that they forthwith desist from 
following the counsels of the said Moses Kirkland, in points 
tending to sedition and hostility; and I do hereby notify, 
that all such persons as, without lawful authority, shall 
assemble in arms, in company with or by instigation of the 
said Moses Kirkland, will be deemed publick enemies, to 
be suppressed by the sword. 

Given under my hand, at Snoiv Hill, in the District 
aforesaid, this thirtieth of August, 1775. 

William Henry Drayton. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF NEW-JERSEY. 

Princeton, Wednesday, August 30, 1775. 

The Committee of Safety, taking into consideration the 
condition of several Companies in this Province, where 
vacancies have happened in consequence of the promo- 
tion of the Captain or other officers, are of opinion, that 
according to the Rules and Orders of the Continental and 
Provincial Congresses, such vacancy is to be filled up by 
the choice of a new officer, in the usual manner of elec- 
tion ; but that no person can be turned out of office by his 
Company, without his consent being 'first obtained. 

Thursday, August 31, 1775. 

Whereas the Publick Roads of this Province are ob- 
served to abound with strollers and vagabonds, and many 
servants have run away from their masters, and horse steal- 
ing and other robberies are become very frequent ; there- 
fore it is 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the good people 
of this Province, that they do strictly examine all suspi- 
cious persons passing to and fro through the different parts 
thereof; and if, upon such examination, they do not give a 
satisfactory account of themselves, they do proceed to deal 
with them according to the laws of this Province. 

Resolved, That the several Officers and Privates who 
embody themselves as Minute-Men in this Province be, 
and they hereby are directed, for the sake of distinction 
and convenience, to adopt as their Uniform Hunting- 
Frocks, as near as may be similar to those of the Rifle- 
men _n^w;iiElhe.„Coniinental service. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Wednes- 
day, the 13th day of September next, to meet at Princeton, 
unless soonercon vened by the President or Vice-President. 
William Paterson, Secretary. 



P. DE WITT TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Witt's Mount, August 30, 1775. 
Honoured Sir : I wrote you on the 8th instant, which 
Captain Radcliff tells me he has delivered to yourself; 
since that, 1 received none from you^ which 1 do not im- 



pute to your disregard thereto, but to throng of business, 
and want of a safe opportunity. However, the regard I 
have for my native land, and the liberties thereof, concerns 
me to such a degree that I think myself in duty bound 
thereto to give you a further information. 

Some time last week Timothy Doughty, Adam Bergh, 
and Christian Bergh, Jun., three of the persons I men- 
tioned in my last, appeared at their houses and in this 
neighbourhood again publickly; carried their pistols with 
them ;. bid defiance to all, and threatened death if an 
attempt should be made to take them ;. endeavoured to 
obstruct the choice of officers that was making on the 25th 
instant in Captain Radcliff's Company; threatened him ; 

d d the Congress ; spoke ill of the new commissions 

the officers are to receive, and called them d d rebels; 

after that, enlisted four men in the Ministerial service, pro- 
bably more ; they offered to enlist more, particularly a young 
man I hired a few months since; they would enlist him 
during the troubles in America, under the promise of four 
hundred acres of land that shall be conquered by the Min- 
isterial Army; another they offered to enlist in the same 
manner; another they had enlisted, and his master per- 
suaded him back. This they did all unmolested. On the 
28th instant they went on board a sloop the said Berghs 
own, with the four enlisted men and others, and sailed 
down the river ; last night the sloop returned. They are 
all gone on board a sloop belonging to John and David 
Dob, in order to go on board the man or ship of war ; these 
Dobs carry wood to New- York, and commonly land it at 
the North River docks, where they and their sloop are 
well known. These proceedings seem to strike a terrour 
in this neighbourhood, although all are toiies, only a few 
excepted. It is by some suspected they will in a few days 
return, and attempt by stealth to carry me or some other 
person or persons off to one of the ships of war. If it 
should so happen, I expect no assistance ; and as to myself, 
I am not afraid ; but if any mischief should be intended, I 
am more afraid to share the like fate of Walter Living- 
ston, Esq. 

The question might be asked me, how or in what manner 
shall a stop be put to these and such like proceedings, and 
alleged there are many tories in Dutchess; ii is a dangerous 
attempt to quell, suppress, and bring them to reason by force; 
some of the Convention and Committee-~Men in Dutchess 
County are false and treacherous; nothing can be concerted 
but it transpires to the Tories; Dutchess County has but two 
or three Companies of Minute-Men yet; New-York is in 
danger, and cannot spare any; and many other difficulties 
may be cast in the way — to which I answer, there is but 
little difficulty or danger. Cowardice should be removed 
first ; the ringleaders should be advertised ; a reward offer- 
ed to those who take them ; without any choice sent to 
the mines. I am creditably informed the Militia of Eso- 
pus are all Minute-Men, and want no better sport than to 
come over. Three hundred men from thence, with the 
Minute-Men in this County, or two or three hundred men 
of the Militia of Connecticut, which are next joining to this 
County, under proper officers to manage, as I proposed in 
my former letter, would do the job in a very little time. 
Subscribing the Association, or a recantation, should not 
be deemed sufficient, but an oath should be added. If 
such a method is not taken very soon, the breach will never 
be repaired, and the end miserable. __ _ 

I cannot pass by to let you know__that I am informed 
that Captain John Van Ness, who never had any other 
than a Captain's commission one campaign the last war, 
is nominated Colonel of the Minute-Me_n .here, and Major 
Robert G. Livingston, Jun., to be Major; which T think 
strange and wrong. The latter is already a Major in the 
Militia, and a gentleman that has all jhe .qualifications of a 
commanding officer; who is engraved on the hearts of the 
Militia ; admired almost to adoration ; beloved by every 
one, the Tories not excepted. This must be a Hoffman's 
trick; they are ever false. . .. .. ._. _ 

Petrus Ten Broeck, by commission from theGovern- 
our, has been Colonel of a Regiment in this quarter; he 
is a man not fit for it. The men t hat we r e wil ling he re- 
garded not ; those that were unwillinglie furnisTiid not ; 
trained at times the act forbid — by which he has brought 
the Regiment in confusion, and is the reason man y turned 
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tories. I hear he has offered his service again ; it should 
not be accepted. Anthony Hoffman, who was his Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, was never before the Regiment; such dis- 
regard consequently makes him unfit, besides other reasons. 
Robert R . Liv ingston, Jun., should be Colonel, and Ro- 
bert G. Livingston, Jun., should be Lieutenant-Colonel, 
in their stead, and they should choose their own Majors. 
Gilbert Livingston has doubtless given information (hat 
none of the Field-Officers in the Regiment that was com- 
manded by Leonard Van Kleek ought to be such again. 

These abovementioned Dobs ought not to be allowed to 
come to New- York with (heir sloop. When they are here 
they are strong tories, and when at Neiv-York they feign 
themselves on the other side ; and it is the same with one 
Nathan _Clason and Peter Thorpe, who, with one John 
Halleck, own a boat. They also carry wood to New- York, 
and land_it on the North River docks; are well known 
there; none of them have subscribed the Association. 
Mordecai Lester, mentioned in my last, has not appeared 
since ; it is said he is on board the man-of-war. 

These my informations and opinion are not out of ma- 
lice, ill-will, nor flattery, but impartial, and sincerely for 
the good of the common cause ; but beg you will not use 
my name, to prevent the venting of malice. 1 intend this 
per Captain John L. Hardenburgh, who I shall desire to 
deliver it into your hands ; he knows nothing of the con- 
tents. 

I am, with the greatest respect, honoured Sir, your very 
humble servant, P. De Witt. 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 



and it is hereby accordingly set aside, to all intents and 
purposes whatsoever, as much as if it had never been; and 
that the said Company be ordered to meet at the house of 
Daniel Reeve, on Saturday, the 2d of September next, at 
one o'clock in the afternoon of said day, for the purpose of 
choosing their Officers, agreeable to the directions of the 
Congress ; and that Archibald Little, Esq., and Zacha- 
riah Dubois, attend the election. 

Thomas Moffat. 



CORNWALL (NEW-TOEK) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Cornwall Precinct, 
in Orange County, held at the house of John Brewster, 
on Wednesday, the 30th of August, 1775, especially con- 
vened — present : 

Hezekiah Howell, Esq., Archibald Little, Esq., Elihu 
Marvin, Nathaniel Satterby, Nathaniel Strong, Jonathan 
Brooks, Stephen Gilbert, Zachariah Dubois, Thomas 
Moffat. 

Several persons appeared and entered complaints against 
Captain Phinehas Rumsey, for violating the Resolves of 
our Provincial Congress, in the election of Military Offi- 
cers (held on the 23d instant) for the Company whereof 
he was formerly Captain, and the allegations being sup- 
ported by a number of evidences, 

Upon motion made, Resolved, That the said Captain 
Phinehas Rumsey be ordered to appear before this Com- 
mittee to-morrow, at four o'clock in the afternoon, at the 
house of John Brewster, with such evidences as he shall 
think proper to produce in his favour ; and that his accu- 
sers, with their evidences, be ordered to attend likewise. 

Evidences ordered to attend, viz : Joseph Concklin, 
Moses Carpenter, William Heard, Jonathan Sears, Silas 
Person. 

And then the Committee adjourned till to-morrow, at 
four o'clock, P. M. 

Thursday, August 31, 1775, 4 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee met according to adjournment. Pre- 
sent: 

Hezekiah Howell, Esq., Archibald Little, Esq., Elihu 
Marvin, Nathaniel Satterby, Nathaniel Strong, Stephen 
Gilbert, Thomas Moffat, Zachariah Dubois. 

The business of the day being called, upon examination 
it appeared that the said Captain Phinehas Rumsey had 
received the citation from the Chairman of this Committee 
of yesterday, and that he did not intend to answer it; upon 
which, the evidences against him were called in, who de- 
clare, that the said Captain Phinehas Rumsey prevented 
the said Company from choosing their Non-Commissioned 
Officers; and when the people insisted on it as their right, 
by virtue "ofthe Resolve of the Congress, he declared that 
he did not. regard the Congress, or any other set of men 
whatever, or words to that purpose; which evidence being 
supported by Archibald Little, Esquire, and Nathaniel 
Satterby, (Members: of this Committee, who attended the 
election aforesaid,) the Committee are unanimously of 
opinion that the said ejection ought to be set aside. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said election be set aside, 



GUNNING BEDFORD TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read September 13, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, August 30, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: Enclosed I send you the muster-rolls 
of the Companies L have already mustered. You will accept 
them in the confused manner in which they are done, owing 
to the great hurry of the Captains, in being ordered away 
immediately after their arrival here, and having so short a 
time to prepare them in. I am induced to make this apology, 
as well for myself as for the Captains, as I would not wish 
to send in my rolls so irregularly finished and almost unin- 
telligible, were it not through the most pressing necessity. 
1 was obliged to take them as you will find them, or suffer 
the men to pass unmustered. I chose the latter, and hope 
they may be received. 

There are none other of the New-York Troops yet 
arrived, but General Schuyler informs me that there are 
several Companies on their way from Albany. His Honour 
leaves this place this evening, and thinks proper Ishould 
accompany him to Si. John's, where I can muster the rest 
of the York Troops when they arrive. 

I have to inform you, Sir, that after receiving my com- 
mission I made the best of my way to ISfew^York, when I 
waited on General Wooster, to know whether he had any 
orders for me to muster his Troops. He told me had none, 
neither did he think he had authority to give me any, not 
thinking himself a Continental officer; however, he gave 
me a general return of his forces, which I brought forward 
to General Schuyler. 

On my arrival here, Gen. Schuyler gave it out in orders 
that the Captains should prepare their muster-rolls for a 
general muster, according to the forms to be given out by 
the Muster-Master, When I gave them the forms, I showed 
them the articles (in the general body of rules for the 
regulation of the Array) which respect my particular de- 
partment. I found the Connecticut Troo ps had none of 
them signed them ; on which I applied to the General, 
who told me it had been given out in general orders that 
they should sign them, and he thought it had been done. 
On calling the officers on the subject, they told the General 
they knew they had disobeyed orders in not urging the 
matter to the soldiery, but they found It Would raise a de- 
fection in their minds which would injure the cause, as the 
soldiers thougjit their signing the articles would dissolve 
their present obligations, for a limited 'time, to "their own 
Colony, with many disadvantages to both officers and_ sol- 
diers, and involve them in a service, the end of which was 
uncertain, and would leave them, perhaps, on no better 
footing than that of Regulars. 

On hearing the many reasons that were urged against it, 
the General thought prudent to drop the matter for the 
present; however, thought proper the men should be mus- 
tered. The same reasons were urged against signino- the 
muster-rolls, as against signing the rules and artjcles for the 
regulation of the Army. On this I was obliged to give up 
the matter, and thougnt it best to state my particular situa- 
tion, as to the Continental Troops, to the Congress. 

I shall be happy to have acted on this, as well as on every 
other occasion, so as to give satisfaetionjo that ""honour- 
able body, and should, be glad some; oMer niig^ht be : taken 
therein for my future direction. There FsTfttle prospect of 
doing any thing effectually at present, as the scene of action 
is just coming on here; but it may be matter of considera- 
tion, whether something could not be done at the close of 
the campaign, or to provide in case we take the field again 
next Spring. 

I have the honojjr. to be, with the greatest respect, Sir, 
your Honour's most obedient very humble servant, 

G. Bedford, D. M. M. G. 
The Honourable John Hancock, Esquire. 
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GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, August 30, 1775. 

Sir : Your Excellency's letter of the 14th instant is now 
before me, the contents of which 1 have duly considered. 
When it came to hand our small sloop-of-war was out upon 
the cruise, which I mentioned to your Excellency in a 
former letter. She hath since returned. The sending her 
on the enterprise you propose could not be done without 
some new and further powers from the General Assembly, 
which sat here last week ; and the nature of the business 
was such that 1 did not think it proper to lay it before so 
large a body. 1 therefore procured a Committee to be 
appointed, to transact all business necessary for the common 
safety during the recess of the Assembly, particularly with 
power to employ the two vessels of war in such service as 
they should think necessary. The Committee is summoned 
to meet this day, before whom I shall lay your letter. At 
present the undertaking appears to me extremely difficult. 
The most suitable man we have for the purpose is confined 
to his bed by sickness. 

We have accounts that a number of vessels have sailed 
lately from Boston, which we apprehend are designed to 
plunder the stock along the coast. The General Assembly 
have ordered it all to be removed from all the Islands in 
this Colony, excepting Rhode-Isla?id '. We have now about 
three hundred men employed in that business. I am re- 
quested by the General Assembly to apply to you to give 
directions to the Commissary-General, that all the stock 
taken from these islands, that are fit to kill, be taken for 
the use of the Army, in preference to any stock which is 
secure in the country. The drought hath been so severe 
along the sea-coast this summer, that there is no possibility 
of providing for the stock in any other way. 

The scarcity of coarse linen hath caused such a demand 
for tow cloth, for family use, that upon inquiry I find there 
is scarcely any of that article to be had in the Government 
at any rate. 

The vessel our small sloop was cruising for arrived on 
the 28th instant, at Norwich. She hath brought powder, 
lead, flints, and small-arms. What quantity of each I am 
not certain ; they are now on their way by land. 

This letter waits upon your Excellency by Captain Jo- 
seph Brown, who is an eminent merchant here, a true friend 
to the liberties of his Country, extremely well respected 
amongst us, and noted for his superiour mechanical genius. 
If he hath any thing to propose for the service of the 
common cause, I have no doubt of your paying attention 
to it, and giving it the weight it shall appear to you to 
deserve. 

I am, with very great esteem and regard, Sir, your Excel- 
lency's most otedient and most humble servant, 

n , I.; .. , Nicholas Cooke. 

General Washington. 



G. SALTONSTALL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

New-London, August 30, 1775, 4 o'clock, A. M. 

Honourable Sir: This morning early cannon were fired 
in the eastern board, and have continued firing ever since, 
and in the last hour about forty. We had advice at twelve 
o'clock that a man-of-war and a tender were firing on the 
houses at the Point, in Stonington, without provocation, 
unless it were that the people had brought the stock, a 
small matter, from Block-Island. Off Block-Island yester- 
day appeared a number of transport ships, and scarce any 
stock taken from thence ; probably they there have, with 
the men sent from the main, upwards of three hundred 
men ; at Stonington ptobably two hundred. Major Lati- 
mer marched one-half his men (about two hundred) for 
Stonington, by my advice, instantly on the express from 
Stonington's arrival. His Troops have not half a pound 
powder per man; not a cask of powder in this Town, for 
the Troops marched, or those remaining in Town. 

Your Honour's wisdom will furnish the article of pow- 
der, or we can make not the least defence, even with fire- 
locks. 

The cannon constantly firing. This waits on your 
Honour by express, from your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, G. Saltonstall. 
Governoiir Trumbull. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Camp at Cambridge, August 30, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the 21st instant is duly received, 
enclosing Mr. Carter's information of the capture of the 
Charming Sally, which, from the circumstances attending 
it, was undoubtedly collusive. I have received advice that 
another vessel, belonging to one While, at Marbhhead, 
whose ostensible voyage was to Casco-Bay, was carried in 
soon after. Such instances of avarice, at such a time, and 
in such a cause, call for a severe scrutiny and exemplary 
punishment. 

Mr. Livingston, and some other gentlemen from your 
City, brought us the acceptable news of the safe arrival of 
a large quantity of powder, and five hundred stand of arms. 
Our situation is such as requires your immediate assistance 
and supply in that article. We have lately taken posses- 
sion of a hill considerably advanced towards the enemy, 
but our poverty prevents our availing ourselves of any 
advantage of situation. I must therefore most earnestly 
entreat that measures may be taken to forward to this camp, 
in the most safe and expeditious manner, whatever ammu- 
nition can be spared from the immediate and necessary 
defence of the Province. The value of whatever may be 
sent, in consequence of this request, will be paid by order 
from hence when delivered, or negotiated with the honour- 
able Continental Congress at Philadelphia, as may be 
agreed with the proprietors. I only request that no time 
may be lost through any such difficulties, as our situation is 
so critical and the exigence so great. The mode of con- 
veyance I must leave with the Provincial Congress or the 
Committee of the City. I doubt not they will take every 
precaution to make it safe and expeditious. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, George Washington. 

The Honourable Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
President, &tc. 

Worcestr-r, Massachusetts, August 30, 1775. 

Doctor Nahum Willard, of this Town, having at divers 
times, and in the presence of sundry persons, most scandal- 
ously aspersed the characters of some, and the proceedings 
of the whole of the Continental and Provincial Congresses, 
the Selectmen of this Town, and the Committees of Cor- 
respondence in general : 

The good people of this Town, from a knowledge of his 
character, for some time passed it unnoticed, from an appre- 
hension his character was so established for a retailer of 
falsehood, as to render him incapable of doing any publick 
injury; but from the perverseness of his vile heart, whereby 
he persisted in his wickedness, they were apprehensive he 
might be capable of doing some hurt in the neighbouring 
Towns, which he often frequented, and where his character, 
perhaps, may not be so well known. And from an appre- 
hension the inhabitants of this Town might hazard the im- 
putation of having deserted the glorious cause, for which 
this Continent are now contending, in suffering such an 
offender to escape with impunity, did, on the twenty-first 
instant, summon said Willard to appear before them, in the 
presence of the Selectmen and some of the Committee of 
Correspondence, when witnesses were produced irr support 
of the charges alleged against him, which were fully proved 
and committed to writing, and deposited in the hands of the 
Selectmen, (open to inspection,) the witnesses being ready 
at any time to make oath to the same. 

A Committee was then chosen to consider of the best 
methods for a further procedure with said Willard, They 
repotted that said Willard should have tendered to him a 
paper they had drawn up, containing a confession of his 
notorious scandals and falsehoods, without mentioning a 
word of his promising a reformation, as they would be very 
sorry to be the means of his adding to his falsehoods. This 
paper, if he believed to be true, he was to sign that evening; 
and as it was late, and to prevent disorder, he was next 
morning to read it in such publick parts of the Town as the 
Committee directed, with which he complied ; the contents 
of the paper abovementioned follows this account. 

There was another scandalous aspersion upon the guard 
that conducted the prisoners from hence to Springfield, 
wherein he asserted that he was told they used them ex- 
tremely cruel, frequently pricking them with their bayonets. 



463 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, AUGUST, 1775. 



464 



He was often called upon to name bis author, and as often 
refused it, till the day of general inquiry, when he laid it upon 
~a person four miles off, who has since declared lie never told 
him so,jior^ever heard of it before. This is only men- 
tioned to take off any bad impressions that might be made 
to the prejudice of the gentleman who conducted this mat- 
ter, whose character is so well known here, especially for 
humanity, that it never affected it in this place. But as 
this matter was not of so publick a nature, it was thought 
most iiaVi sable the persons who had suffered should do 
themselves justice ; an apprehension that they would, it is 
-supposed, has caused the Doctor's flight, without the least 
regret oT any of the inhabitants except the tory gentry. 

DOUTOK WILLARD's CONFESSION. 

JVVhereas I, the subscriber, have, from the perverseness 
of my wicked heart, maliciously and scandalously abused 
the characters and proceedings of the Continental and Pro- 
vincial Congresses, the Selectmen of this Town, and the 
Committees of Correspondence in general : 

I do hereby declare that,_at the time of my doing it, I 
knew the said abuses to be the most scandalous falsehoods, 
and that I did it for the sole purpose of abusing those bodies 
of men, and affronting my townsmen, and all the friends of 
liberty throughout the Continent. Being now fully sensible 
of rny wickedness and notorious falsehoods, humbly beg 
pkrdon of those worthy characters I have so scandalously 
abused, and of my countrymen in general, and desire this 
confessipn'of jnine m a J T he printed in the American Oracle 
of Liberty ,fbr three weeks successively. 

Nahum Willard. 

Test: Benjamin Flagg, Josiah Peirce, 

,.-..... Samuel, Miller, Jonathan Stone. 
j, ..,., David Bigelow, 

Worcester, August 21, 1775, 



MEETING OF FREEHOLDERS OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, 
MARYLAND. 

Annapolis, August 31, 1775, 

Notice is hereby given to the Freeholders and other Free- 
men of Anne- Arundel County, having a visible estate of 
forty Pounds sterling, or qualified by law to vote for bur- 
gesses, to meet at the City of Annapolis on Tuesday, the 
12th of September next, to elect a Committee of Obser- 
vation for the said County for the term of one year, to 
consist of thirty-four of the most discreet and sensible of 
the said Freemen ; also to elect, by ballot, five persons to 
represent them in Convention for the said term of one 
year. 

MEETING OF FREEHOLDERS OF YORK COUNTY, PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 
York, Pennsylvania, August 31, 1775. 

The Freeholders and other inhabitants of York County, 
entitled to vote for Representatives in Assembly, are hereby 
required to meet at the Court-House in York Town, on 
Tuesday, the seventeenth day of October next, to vote, 
by ballot or ticket, for sixty -one persons as a Committee 
for York County, to continue for the space of one year 
then next following, if from the change of publick affairs 
they may not think it expedient to dissolve themselves 
sooner. And as, from the dangers and necessities of the 
times, powers of the greatest magnitude may be exercised 
by those persons or their Delegates, it is expected that the 
meeting of the Freemen will be general, and that they will 
be judicious in the choice of the persons to represent them. 
Each Township is desired to choose an Inspector, to attend 
at the time_and place aforesaid, who will be qualified agree- 
able to the rules of the election. Judges will be chosen, and 
the election conducted agreeable to the rules prescribed for 
the election of the present Committee. 

By order of the Committee: 

, , James Smith, Chairman. 



MODERATE POLITICAL HINTS. 

New-York, August 31, 1775. 

Requisition from Government is the old Constitution, 
and will naturally come in course whenever we are at war 



with any foreign Power ; 'tis then that extra troops and 
extra sums of money are much wanting from every part of 
the King's jurisdiction, and we in America not only cheer- 
fully grant to the utmost extent of our abilities, but have 
a right to examine into accounts, and frequently expect 
and receive a reimbursement of a large part of our ex- 
penses ; but the revenue in contest is a distinct affair; it 
is a small annual sum voluntarily given in cash or country 
produce, to be fixed either to the King's civil list, or applied 
toward payment of interest money due on the national 
debt, as an acknowledgment for Government securing to 
us liberty, property, and freedom of trade. These ought 
(in truth and justice) to be the solemn obligations and 
agreement on both sides, prudently waiving the contest, 
Whether the national debt was occasioned by fighting sole- 
ly for America, as it was undoubtedly expended for the 
general good ; for had any one of the British Empire fallen 
during the war, in either Europe or America, other parts 
must have fell of course. 

A proposition from us of a voluntary revenue, guarded 
under good mercantile conditions, if received or rejected, I 
should apprehend would steadily fix our friends, and make 
our enemies tremble in every quarter; it would entirely 
eradicate and remove the simple notion of independence. 

The civil list revenue (and there is one only) is a year- 
ly sum of eight hundred thousand Pounds, established by 
Parliament to the King for life, for the support of His 
Majesty's household, and of the honour and dignity of the 
Crown : it is charged upon and made payable out of the 
aggregate fund, and commenced from the demise of his late 
Majesty. 

The Parliament grants for seven years, from 1757 to 
1763, inclusive, amounted to above ninety-eight millions, 
and which occasioned the rapid growth of the national 
debt; if needful, on a future day, shall give specimens of 
their resolutions and provisions. 

The Parliament provisions are generally by the land tax, 
malt tax, navy bills, debentures per loans and exchequer 
bills, and by the surplus of the sinking fund, including the 
customs and duties upon all kinds of liquors, home-made 
and foreign; also on tobacco, &c, Stc, all paid by the holder 
and consumer in Britain. The manufactories, or their 
goods for exportation, are exempted from duties of excise, 
to enable them to send to market, and to sell better goods 
and cheaper than any other nation on the globe. 

The superiour fineness, firmness, and weight of English 
broadcloths, Sic, on that account, always did and ever 
will command the preference in market at every port in the 
four quarters of the world. The Asiaticks wisely proved 
the goodness of broadcloths by their fineness and weight in 
the scales, and gave the preference to those of Britain. 

We are excellent customers to the British merchant 
for dry-goods — not immediately material contributors there- 
by to Government. Government is in debt, the common 
people poor; but the nobility, officers, landed gentlemen, 
merchants, and manufacturers, are immensely rich. Success 
in merchandising and wars hath brought nearly all the cir- 
culating specie from the East-Indies and from the West, 
from the North and from the South, to Great Britain. At 
this present time, there are more solid riches held by those 
individuals in Britain, than are held in any two nations in 
Europe, with its concomitant luxury; and which occasion- 
eth their frequent scarcity of grain. England hath such a 
variety of soil, as they scarcely ever were in want of pro- 
visions in ancient times ; for if crops failed in one part of 
the kingdom, they succeeded in another; but thousands and 
thousands of acres are now turned (and fenced) into parks, 
so that growing grain in abundance as formerly, for the in- 
dustrious poor, they now grow venison for the luxury of 
the rich. 

The manufactures of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
the product of American lands, in a very few years, if 
managed on each side with temper and wisdom, will natu- 
rally produce astonishing advantages and benefits to the 
whole Empire. 

In the time of the stamp act, by a fortunate regulation of 
imports and exports, and by a straight line of smooth and 
manly deportment, we prevented even our most inveterate 
enemies in Britain from playing off their false but hurt- 
ful artillery of words of independence and rebellion, (self- 
defence comprehends neither,) a similar proceeding, as 
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nearly as our present critical circumstances will permit, I 
trust will yield consequences in the event agreeable to those 
successful and happy times. 

A yearly sum of one shilling from every resident in 
America yields a moderate American revenue ; I would, 
with much pleasure, pay above fifty times that sum annu- 
ally, for this mode of procedure, or for any other constitu- 
tional voluntary plan toward the support of solid substantial 
Government. I am for the just thing. The whole British 
revenue raised there amounts to about eight millions yearly, 
in time of peace, nearly one-half of which is for interest 
money paid on the national debt. 

I am neither a placeman, pensioner, nor ministerial hire- 
ling ; but 'tis this method of a revenue, or something analo- 
gous, that appears to me as the most eligible and only plan 
to settle the dispute upon a lasting foundation ; and am really 
assiduous to promote a constitutional voluntary revenue, 
under good mercantile conditions, and for negotiating with 
the Crown immediately ; the Crown to appoint Commis- 
sioners, to negotiate with Commissioners from the honour- 
able the Continental Congress. o c c- 

° b. OP. SKINNER. 



ABRAHAM LOTT TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New- York, August 31, 1775. 

Gentlemen: This morning I have seen a printed reso- 
lution of the honourable Board, dated the 29th instant, by 
which I am permitted in future (agreeable to former direc- 
tions) to supply His Majesty's ships "on this station with 
all necessaries, as well fresh as salt; and that such supplies 
be sent by me to the Govemour's Island, to be taken from 
thence on board of the said ships." 

In pursuance of which, I propose to write a letter to 
Captain Vandcput, informing him of the leave given by 
the honourable Board. But as the beer and water for the 
King's ships have been supplied from Brookland Ferry, 
and not from this City, as these articles are put on board 
of the ships in large heavy butts, which require a number 
of hands to hoist them in and out of the boats, and cannot 
be obtained any where else with the same ease and con- 
venience, and as the inhabitants at the ferry have no ob- 
jection to the man-of-war's boat coming there to take off 
those articles, I humbly pray the honourable Congress will 
be pleased, prior to my writing Captain Vandepiii, to sig- 
nify whether the man-of-war's boats may be permitted 
to go to the ferry for beer and water, and whether I may 
assure him they will not be molested and hurt in going on 
that business. 1 hope I may be permitted to add, that if 
this liberty is not granted, it will be a difficult matter for the 
ships to water, as they cannot get it on the Govemour's 
Island ; nor do I conceive how it will be in my power to 
supply them with beer in any other mode. 

I have the honour, with all due "deference to your supe- 
riour judgments, to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servant, Abraham Lott. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony 

of New- York, in Congress convened. 

P. S. Enclosed I send an account of what I have sup- 
plied and am to supply His Majesty's Ship Asia with. " 

New-York, August 31, 1775. 

Pursuant to the order of the honourable the Provincial 
Congress for the Colony of New-York of the 27th Ma y, 
1775, I have supplied His Majesty's Ship Asia, between 
the 27th of July and 2d of August, with the following pro- 
visions, for her own use, viz: bread, 20,618 pounds; flour, 
28 ' cwt/3 qrs. 2 lbs. : ; butter, 1,195 pounds; beer, have 
not got the brewer's account, and thus cannot ascertain the 
quantity. 1 have lately received. another order for: — bread, 
10,000 pounds; butter, 10 firkins ; peas, 84 bushels; oat- 
meal, 84 bushels ; which propose to supply in a few 
days. Abraham Lott. 

To the Hon. P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the 

Provincial Congress, New- York. 



Companies of Minute-Men at Montauk, and one at or near 
Shelter- Island. There are no Companies of Minute-Men 
yet formed in this County, and, when formed, we are of 
opinion that such Companies cannot be prevailed on to be 
stationed at those places, as those persons at the east end 
of the County, who could be spared from their families, are 
already enlisted in the service of the Continent, and the 
western part of the County are unwilling that any person 
should go from them, on account of the danger of the 
enemy and the people in an adjacent County. We are 
exceeding sorry that we shall be unable to protect the 
stock at the east end from the ravages of our enemies when 
the Troops are all gone from us. The stock is taken from 
Gardiner's and Plumb Islands. The hay on Gardiner's 
Island we judge will be of no service to General Gage if 
they cannot get stock, as they took no more than just suffi- 
cient to keep the stock to Boston, and said they wanted no 
more. We beg leave to observe to you, that this County 
is under considerable disadvantages, on account of having 
no post that rides through Long-Island, and should be ex- 
ceeding glad if a post might be established in such manner 
as your honourable House shall direct. 

We are. Gentlemen, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servants. By order : Wm. Smith, Chairman. 

To the Hon, P. V, B. Livingston, Esq., President of the 
Provincial. Congress, New- York. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY COMMITTEE TO JOHN McKESSON. 

White-Plains, August 31, 1775. 

Sir: I enclose you a list of the officers in Westchester 
County, except for the Borough of Westchester Manor, of 
Fordhgm, and West-Farms, (made into one beat by the 
Committee of this County.) The members of the Com- 
mittee from Westchester not haying made any return of 
their officers, I am unable to furnish you with their names. 
Would be glad the commissions might be made out as soon 
as possible, and those for the middle and upper parts of the 
County sent to Micah Townsend, Esq., Clerk of the Com- 
mittee, who will forward them to the officers. 

I am your most humble servant, 

Gilbert Drake, Cliairman. 

To John McKesson, Esq., Secretary of the Provincial 
Congress. 



SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Suffolk County, August 31, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your letter of the 25th of this instant we 

have received, wherein you recommend that we place two 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY COMMITTEE TO THEIR DEPUTIES IN 
PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Charlotte Precinct, August 31, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I am directed by the Committee to write 
to you respecting Messrs. Lester, Doughty, and Berghs. 
We have been credibly informed those persons have ac- 
tually enlisted a number of men to serve against us in one 
way or another, and have threatened to come with an 
armed vessel and carry off some of the inhabitants who 
have been active in the present measures. They are now 
either in New- York or on board the man-of-war. We 
must therefore request you will use your utmost endea- 
vours in discovering and apprehendinglhem. We i have 
also information that his son is employed in purchasing live 
stock for the use of the men of war. We would therefore 
recommend, that a vessel should be immediately procured 
for the purpose of searching all vessels going up and down 
the river. By this means not only the above supplies may 
be prevented from reaching the men of war, but the above 
persons may be the more readily apprehended. A par- 
ticular lookout should be kept for the sloops belonging to 
the Berghs and one Bop. The propriety of the mea- 
sure, however, we leave in your discretion. We would 
also mention to you, as a suspected person, one LaucKlin 
McDonald, who lately went from Fredericksburgh, with 
some men he had enlisted, in Peter B'ogardus's sloop, 
belonging to Fishkill. 

I am also directed by the Committee to request answers 
to the following queries, viz.: . ..... ;* : : 

Whether the Committees have power to call out the 
Minute Companies whenever they think proper? 

Whether we are authorized to engage the M_inute-Men 
any and what pay, when in actual service? 

Whether the Committee can be supplTecl vvith a small 
sum, to answer contingent charges ? 
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Whatever expense accrues now must be defrayed by 
the members of the Committee out of their own pockets, 
which we conceive to be exceedingly hard upon us, con- 
sidering the expense we already are at in attending the 
Committee, without any hope of compensation in the nature 
of wages. Indeed, we are in so much danger from the 
disaffected persons in the County, that we shall be soon 
obliged to take some spirited measures respecting them. 
Those measures, however, we shall be unable to pursue 
without a proper supply of cash. You may be assured it 
will be expended with the utmost parsimony, and a proper 
account will be rendered of it. You will be pleased to 
favour us with an answer as speedily as possible. 

1 remain your very humble servant, 
i Py order of the Committee : E. Benson, Ch'n. 

To thejTjen tlem en /attending as Deputies, from the County 

of Dutchess, in Provincial Congress. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT TICONDE- 
ROGA TO HIS FRIEND IN NEW-YORK, DATED AUGUST 31, 

1775. 

Colonels Waterbury and Ritzma, under the command of 
General Montgomery, embarked on Monday night, with 
twelve hundred jjien, for the Isle-au-Noix, near St. John's, 
to stop our enemies' strong vessels by pickets and booms, 
till the Army and artillery are ready. Your countrymen 
with united voices cry aloud for your utmost exertion in 
this time oT need, inter arma silent leges. Pray, to arms, 
to arms, my lriend ! Lrive your Country testimony of your 
attachment to the cause in which we are engaged ; supine- 
ness and hikewarmness breathe destruction to a free peo- 
ple. Our all is at stake. I had rather never again return 
from the field than live and die a slave. 

I am on the eve of embarkation with the remainder of 
the Army and nine or ten pieces of artillery; four twelve- 
pounders are gone. You will soon hear of very bloody 
scenes. Hostilities are already commenced in this quar- 
ter, I hope in five days to be one of the possessors of 
Montreal. The Indian Convention will be very favour- 
able to our cause. Gage has got two thousand nine hun- 
dred and fifty barrels of flour from Philadelphia. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, August 31, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I arrived here last night, and immediately 
issued my orders for sending you the lead, (my former ones 
not having come to hand ;) it will leave Crown Point this 
afternoon, and be forwarded without loss of time to you. 

General Montgomery leaves Crown Point to-day, with 
twelve hundred men and four twelve-pounders. I follow 
him this evening, and have ordered the whole strength I 
can spare to join me at Isle-au-Noix without delay. When 
they arrive there, which I hope will be in five days, I shall 
then be near two thousand strong. I am still of opinion 
that the Canadians and Indians will be friendly to us, un- 
less the imprudence of a Captain Baker, who, without my 
leave, went upon a scout, and, contrary to the most pointed 
and express orders, seeing some people in a boat that be- 
longed to us, attempted to fire on them, but h[s gun missing 
fire, he was instantly shot through the head and expired. 
His party consisted of five nien, and the other of an equal 
number ; only one of whom, an Indian, was seen to paddle 
off. \_ 7 

I will neither detain your Excellency nor waste my 
time (which is precious) in giving you a detail of the many 
wants I labour under. I hope they will serve for an even- 
ing chat at some future day. 

You would have cause to blame me for not sending a 
return of the Forces under my command, but I cannot get 
one that, may in the least be depended upon. I know the 
reason, but so. c ritical is my situation that I sacrifice every 
thing to the grand object. 

I have sent on only four twelve-pounders, and expect to 
have no more t han six ; but I have promised not to com- 
plain. Adieu, my dear General. 

I am, with the most respectful sentiments, your most 
obedient servant, Philip Schuyler. 

General Washington, 



P. S. My situation will apologize for this blotted scrawl. 
Since writing the above, I have received the papers of which 
a copy is enclosed. 

MAJOR JOHN BROWN TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

On board the Sloop lying at tho north of Isle-.iu-Motte, > 
Wednesday, August 23, 1775. \ 

Sir: This minute Sergeant Griffin arrived from St. 
John's, where he has been sent by Captain Stewart as a 
spy. He brings intelligence that the two vessels building 
there are very forward, that their hulls seem to be finished, 
being blacked up to their gunwales, and that their masts 
are preparing; that they appear of large size. This, Sir, 
is alarming news indeed, if true, which 1 have no reason to 
doubt ; they will be ready to sail in one week, or ten days 
at most, for by Griffin's account, as well as others, the 
workmen are extremely busy and assiduous, working till 
after dark every night. These vessels, when on the lake, 
will effectually command it, and the expedition is up for 
this year, provided that no re-enforcement comes to Cana- 
da this year. 

I went with Captain Stewart yesterday, and sounded 
the channel near the point next below Windmill Point. 
Am of opinion that a stand may be made there; but should 
better judges think the Isle-an-Noix, or some place below 
that, better to intrench and effectually stop the enemy's ves- 
sels coming up, LshaJI perfectly agree with them. If the 
Army are not ready to march within the time abovemen- 
tioned, a plan of this kind must be executed, or we lose 
all, i. e, the command of the lake, which is tantamount. 

Beg your Honour's pardon for writing in a dictatorial 
style ; should not attempt it were it not demonstration 
that the vessels mentioned at St. John's, with what armed 
batteaus the enemy can easily furnish, can easily sweep 
this lake in its present condition. I therefore humbly 
beseech that some effectual measure may be immediately 
entered into to keep the command of this lake ; which, I 
believe, may most readily and effectually be done by send- 
ing some part of the Army immediately into Canada, as I 
cannot consider the .enemy powerful as yet; shall be wil- 
ling to lead the way on the shortest notice. I hear that 
twq Regiments are i coming to join this Army, via Cohos 
and Onion River; the bearer will inform more particu- 
larly concerning this matter. I hope to set off to-morrow 
far Crown Point. 

.Lara, Sir, with great respect, your Honour's most obe- 
dient humble servant, T _. 

John Brown. 
To Brigadier-General Montgomery. 

JAMES LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

August, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I had the pleasure to write you by Major 
Brown, and in your absence had the honour of an answer 
thereto from Brigadier-General Montgomery, since which 
nothing material has happened in this part. A few Indians 
from the Castle of Si. Louis have joined the Troops at 
St. John's, owing in a great measure to two* of their tribe 
being killed upon their last scouting party near Point-au- 
Fer. The number of their tribe, supposing they were all 
joined, does not consist of two hundred effective men, to- 
gether with a few of the St. Francois Indians. The 
Upper Country Indians are mostly returned, so that, with 
what Colonel Johnson brought with him by the way of 
Oswego, they may amount to about four or five hundred. 
The Canadians have waited with the utmost impatience 
your coming, and begin to despair of seeing you, though I 
hope to revive their spirits by sending circular letters to 
the Captains of the different Parishes, of your coming soon 
to relieve them. The harvest has been very favourable 
here, though attended with some rain, and expect it will 
be finished nearly about the time you may arrive at St. 
John's, which I hope will be in about a fortnight, at far- 
thest. I shall endeavour to join the party you propose 
sending this side the river, with what men I can mus- 
ter, to block up the communication from Montreal to St. 
John's, &sc. You will be kind enough to send an express 
a day or two before the party arrives, that I may get the 
necessary provisions ready. Triad the pleasure to acquaint 
you in my last of the number of troops at the three different 
posts, viz;: Montreal, Chambly, and St. John's; they are 
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now mostly at St. John's, and I am sorry to acquaint you 
that they are well fortified, with ammunition, provisions, &c. 
Their cannon consist of sixes, nines, and eighteen-pounders. 
If I had had a party of five hundred men only, I could have 
taken all their ammunition, as they passed by my door. 
The soldiers are much harassed, and would be glad of your 
arrival, and I make no doubt numbers will desert upon the 
sight of your Army. I shall endeavour to have some loose 
timber, in the form of scow boats, got ready, to cross your 
party the other side of the river, immediately upon their 
arrival. General Carhton lias been expected at Montreal 
for some time past. The true reason of his not coming is, 
that there being no troops at all at Quebeck, he cannot quit 
it for fear of a revolt. I think there is little to fear from 
that quarter, though he has very industriously reported that 
a re-enforcement was to come from Europe or Boston — 1 
should rather be inclined to think from the latter, notwith- 
standing they have their hands full at Boston. He has 
made a proposition to the Canadians, in case they would 
enlist under the Crown of Great Britain, to gratify every 
man that will turn out upon this occasion with one hun- 
dred acres of land, at Boston, New-York, &c. The pro- 
position was heard with disdain. Colonel McLean, who 
arrived here with Colonel Johnson, has orders from the 
King to raise a Regirneut of Canadians upon those terms ; 
and I can assure you, from Three Rivers to Chambly, he 
got not a single man. I believe he got a few in snd about 
the suburbs of the Town of Montreal Make haste, then, 
and prevent any further re-enforcement. 

My best wishes and those of the Canadians attend you. 
May God prosper your just undertakings, and unite this 
flourishing Province with the rest of the. Provinces con- 
tending for liberty, is the sincere wish of him who is, with 
the greatest esteem, yours, &c, James Livingsxow . 

To Philip Schuyler, Esq., Major-General and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Forces at Ticonderoga ; or, in his ab- 
sence, to Brig. Gen. Montgomery, at Ticonderoga. 
P. S. They have three row-galleys, or flat-bottomed 
boats, of about fifty tons each, as nearly as I could judge, 
put together at Chambly, and then carried to St. John's in 
pieces, which, by the accounts I have, will be fit for sailing 
by tbe ratter end of next week. Whether their intention 
is to go and attack you I cannot say, but have heard it 
suggested by the captains of said vessels, whom T am ac- 
quainted with, though in that case they must take all their 
force from St. John's, as they have but few sailors. 
Yours, &ic, J. L. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, Augnst 31, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: Your Honour's favour of the 18th 
instant was delivered me last night, on my return from 
Albany, where I attended as one of the Commissioners of 
Indian affairs. I have ordered the lead I can spare to 
Albany, with directions to forward it by the most direct 
route to General Washington, that you may not have any 
unnecessary trouble. General Montgomery left Crown Point 
this morning, with Waterbury's, McDougall's, Parsons's, 
and Wooster's Regiments, amounting to twelve hundred 
men. I shall join him some time in the ensuing night, and 
have ordered all Hirman's Regiment, (excepting two Com- 
panies,) amounting to about five hundred men, and about 
three hundred more of Van Schaick's Regiment. The 
Green Mountain Boys are not yet joined. Pray, order 
none of70ur troops this way; I am sufficiently distressed 
with those I have, for want of tents. I have every reason 
to believe that the Canadians and Indians will be our 
friends, unless the intemperate heat and disobedience of 
Captain Baiter has rendered them our enemies; who, 
without my leave, and contrary to the most explicit and 
pointed orders, attempted to fire on one of their boats, but 
his gun snapping, he was killed, and his party suppose that 
four out of the five were killed that were in the boat, 
some of whom, it is conjectured, were Indians, as the one 
that puddled off was certainly such. A kw days will 
determine the event of our operations. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
The Honourable Governour Trumbull. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW-LONDON, DATED AUGUST 
31, 1775. 

Yesterday morning, at six o'clock, we were alarmed by 
a severe firing to the eastward of this harbour, and in a 
little time an express arrived from Stonington, a small 
Town about twelve miles distant, informing that a tender 
had pursued two small sloops into that harbour, which ran 
on shore, and the people landed before the tender was in 
gun-shot; and as soon as she got in, they fired a full broad- 
side into the Town, tacked and went out, and in a little 
time returned with two more tenders and His Majesty's 
Ship the Rose. The ship came to an anchor, and brought 
her side to bear against the Town, and began to fire ; the 
tenders also, who kept under sail, and both ship and sloops 
continued, without intermission, firing the whole day; and 
by express, which has since arrived, find they have killed 
two men of ours. There are now numbers of people col- 
lected, and are there ; and when the tenders came within 
musket-shot we fired on them. One tender got aground, 
and in carrying out a hawser our people imagined they 
killed several in the boat. There has been a flag sent off* 
on board the Rose, to know the reason of this extra work ; 
the Captain says our people fired on his tender first, and 
that he will blow the Town down. There is this morning 
a cessation of firing ; hope the matter is settled. 

COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Norwich, August 31, 1775. 
Honoured Sir: Yours of the 30th came to hand by 
Captain Bishop, about twelve o'clock last night. In con- 
sequence of intelligence received from Colonel Saltonstall, 
sent off last night, about ten o'clock, two barrels of the 
Colony powder, by a boat well manned, and trust it got to 
Colonel Saltonstall about one of the clock this morning, 
desiring him to forward to Stonington, or improve, as the 
publick business called, when it arrived, as by New-Lon- 
don was the directest way to Stonington, and did not know 
but by the time of its arrival there the enemy had moved 
to New-London. Have sent an express early this morn- 
ing to New-London, to know what is further turned up. 
If any thing comes to hand worth noting, shall advise your 
Honour. I had but one more cask of powder in my hands, 
and part was wanted for Captain Lyon's Company; and as 
to Town stock, is all, but about sixty pounds, delivered 
out, chiefly on the Colony account, to the marching troops. 
I find this morning that there are about six hundred pounds 
of powder stored with Christopher Lejftngwell, Esq., be- 
longing to Rhode-Island Colony; have applied to him to 
lend some. He says that it is only left with him to forward, 
and hath no right to lend it. From your Honour's humble 

servant ' Jabez Huntington. 

P. S. I received a letter some days ago from Colonel 
Huntington, complaining that there was a necessity of fur- 
ther provision for the sick, beyond what is done or can be 
obtained from the Continental provision. 



COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Norwich, August 31, 1775. 
Honoured Sir : Since I wrote in the. morning, nothing 
material has come to hand relative to the enemy at Sto- 
nington, but a letter from Colonel Saltonstall, giving an 
account of wbat happened yesterday, a copy of which I 
have enclosed. Remain your humble servant, 

Jabez Huntington. 
P. S. This moment am informed, and I suppose I may 
depend upon it, that the enemy took three vessels, and 
have done but little damage to buildings. 



COL. G. SALTONSTALL TO COL. JABEZ HUNTINGTON. 
New-London, August 31, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of yesterday, with the two barrels of 
powder, came to hand two o'clock this morning; and it is in 
my store, and shall be improved in the best manner for the 
publick. Your favour of this day is before me; the ships 
have not fired, as I can learn, since about five o'clock. last 
evening. The last account I can get of the beginning of 
the hostilities is, that two packets employed by Rhode- 
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Island to land two hundred men at Block-hland, from Sto- 
nington, after much hazard from the men of war and trans- 
ports round Block-Island, landed their men there, and 
pushed back for Stonington, being pursued by two tenders 
into harbour; then the tenders took two vessels lying at 
anchor, and went to the wharf to take more vessels, and 
after prohibition from so doing, and threats no doubt on 
both sides, they persisted in their robbery; and then, it 
appears probable to me, the Americans fired, and killed 
some men-of-war's crew. The tenders then fired a few 
shot, and put out; met Captain Wallace, in the Rose, off 
~ffat_ch- Hill : they returned with him into Stonington har- 
bour, and fired upon the houses. A flag was sent on board 
fVallace, about noon, to know why they fired on them ; he 
showed the flag four dead men of his ship's crew, and one 
with his hand shot off, and said he was on the defensive, 
and would blow the Town down ; and as soon as the flag 
returned he renewed the cannonading with the utmost 
vigour. We had one man mortally wounded in the neck, 
and one other slightly wounded. The country are gone 
from the northward to their assistance. Major Latimer's 
detachment of two hundred men arrived there early in the 
evening. At eleven o'clock last night, ThomasMumford, 
Esq., left the ships in Stonington harbour ; am told, whilst 
he was there writing a letter, a cannon ball passed through 
the room he sat in. 1 have not seen him. The trans- 
ports, it is apprehended, will not be able to take Block- 
Island stock ; expect they will try Montreal and its neigh- 
bourhood. General Wooster is there, and the Committee 
of "Suffolk — who were notified by express from hence last 
Friday of the advice Governour Trumbull communicated 
to, us.Jrojp .Ggnera,! Washington — therefore they will no 
(to{iTj[T)e ready to receive them.. The stock is said to be 
off* Gurdmer^s and TTumb Islands; suppose it is so. Our 
sfqckjjf powder and ball is all delivered out ; how it is at 
Gjoton, don't know; but as the messenger from Stoning- 
ton to .u|"yesfera f ay was after powder, presume Groton 
cmtLcfnoJ supply it. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

I G. Saltonstall. 

To Co\onf\_JgMz Huntington, Esq. 



C0L0NEL„G.^SALT0N,STALL TO GOVERNOR TRUMBULL. 
:. .:-_...:.. NowXondpn, August 31, 1775, G o'clQck, P, M. 

Honourable Sir : Major Latimer's detachment reached 
Stonington harbour last evening about sunset, and by that 
time there were eight hundred men under arms; the can- 
nonading ceased about five o'clock yesterday. ...The enemy 
hajd fo_ur menjdlled, and one lost a hand— of the Colony's 
Troops, two wounded; one of which said mortally. This 
morning, about nine o'clock, the Rose, Captain Wallace, 
three lenders, and four small prizes, stood out of the har- 
bour, and came to under northwest part of Fisher's Island, 
and are probably now there. At two o'clock last night 
received from Colonel Huntington two barrels of pow- 
der; it is now in my store, and shall be husbanded in the 
best manner for the publick. It is uncertain who gave the 
first fire at Stonington ; it is most probable to me, that on 
the cutter's taking prizes in the road, and going to take 
more at the wharf, high words arose, and they persisting, 
imagine our Troops fired and killed the above men, as the 
cutter immediately after probably fired on the Town, and 
then pushed out to the Rose, without Watch-Hill; and on 
giving her an account of tire matter, they all stood in to 
the harbour, and cannonaded violently. About twelve 
o'clock a flag went on board, to know why he fired on 
them; and his reply was, that he was on the defensive, for 
they had fired on his boats, and showed the dead men then 
on his deck, and the wounded man. As soon; as the flag 
returned, cannonading was renewed. This is the best 
account I can collect, but it is hard to come at the truth ; 
therefore, must conjecture as circumstances" appear. Major 
Latimer a sks me when to call back his Troops, and ad- 
vised him to do it to-mprrow, if the ships don't appear off 
Stonington in the morning; and it is not probable they 
will, and don't expect they will come into this port; how- 
ever, shall keep a good lookout. Your most obedient 
humble servant, ^ & 

Or, 9ALT0NSTALL. 

Governour_ TritmbuEj. 



COLONEL G. SALTONSTALL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
New-London, August 31, 1775, 8 o'clock, P. M. 

Honourable Sir : I am this moment favoured with 
your letter of this day, by Mr. George Griswold, and ac- 
knowledge your Honour's favour relative to the powder. 
At six o'clock this evening wrote your Honour every thing 
1 could learn touching the Stonington attack, which you 
will have by Mr. Bushnell, by whom I intend to send this, 
if he is not gone. Enclosed you have a copy of what I 
wrote (by Mr. Griswold) the Committee of Lyme, and 
hope it will meet your approbation; and am, with the 
utmost regard, your obedient humble servant, 

>G. Saltoxstall. 
Governour 1 rumbutl. 

P. S. Colonel Huntington's express for intelligence 
came in at noon. I gave him the substance of what you will 
find in mine of six o'clock. I heartily congratulate you 
on the account of the ground gained by the American 
Army at Ploughed-Hill, and am fully persuaded General 
Gage will not hazard a general battle to dispossess the Con- 
tinental Troops. 

COLONEL G. SALTONSTALL TO THE COMMITTEE OF LYME, 
CONNECTICUT. 
New-London, August 31, 1775, 8 o'clock, P. M. 

Gentlemen : This morning I am honoured with Govern- 
our Trumbull's letter of this date, relative to an application 
you made to him, desiring that one or two Companies of 
the Troops stationed here be removed, for the purpose of 
guarding the coast at Lyme ; and observes, " that the pre- 
sent aspect of the affair doth not admit a compliance ; those 
Companies will be employed in the best manner for the de- 
fence ofthe whole coast ;" and adds, " possibly, if the Cap- 
tains Daniel Marvin, Jas. Ihmtly, and George Chadwick, 
were ordered to set and keep a watch of a suitable number 
of men each, it is all that can be beneficially done till 
further danger appear, and is noticed, and that you give 
them orders accordingly," and leaves the matter to my 
discretion. The Towns of New-London, Groton, and 
Norwich, have, by their civil authority and Selectmen, 
appointed watches in their several Towns, and the law 
appears to me to have made most ample provision in the 
case ; and should the three Companies aforesaid be ordered 
fo watch and ward, would they not think hard for them to 
do the whole duty in the case for the. Town ? nor would it 
be possible, for me to know, what number of men would be 
proper, or where to station them. And since the law has 
made such ample provision, and the authorities in Lyme so 
much better able to conduct the affair than I am, make no 
doubt they will instantly. However, if you think my assist- 
ance will be advantageous, shall be glad to confer with 
any proper persons of your Town on the subject. 

I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

rr, ,, /-, • , e r G. Saltonstall. 

lo the Committee ol Lyme. 



Cambridge, August 31, 1775. 
The enemies to liberty and America, headed by Gen. 
Gage, lately gave a notable specimen of their hatred to 
the very name of liberty. A party of them, of whom one 
Job Williams was the ringleader, a few days since repaired 
to a tree, at the south, end of Boston, known by the name 
of Liberty Tree, and, armed with axes, &ic, made a furious 
attack upon it ; with malice diabolical they cut down a tree, 
because it bore the name of liberty. But be it known to 
this infamous band of traitors, that the Grand American 
Tree of Liberty, planted .in. the centre of the United Colo- 
nies of North America, now flourishes with unrivalled, in- 
creasing beauty, and bids fair, in a short time, to afford 
under its wide-spreading branches a safe and happy retreat 
for all the sons of liberty, however numerous and dispersed. 



extract of a letter from prospect-Hill, dated 
august 31, 1775. 

Last Saturday evening a party of one thousand men, 
attended by a picket guard of two thousand Provincials 
and four hundred Riflemen, were ordered to throw up an 
intrenchment on the Ploughed-Hill, which lies on Clmrlet- 
town Neck, about half a mile from Bunker's Hill. They 
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bad their works considerably advanced before dawn, at 
which time they expected to be attacked ; but the Regu- 
lars observed a profound silence till about ten o'clock, when 
they began a very heavy cannonade on our men on the 
hill, which continued pretty constantly the whole day. An 
Adjutant and a private soldier of the Massachusetts men 
had their heads shot off; and one volunteer, in the Rifle 
Battalion, of the name of Simpson, received a wound in his 
leg, of which he is since dead. 

They remained quiet all Sunday night, but on Monday 
morning we were alarmed by a signal from Chelsea, and 
presently perceived that the enemy were drawn up and in 
motion on the side of Bunker's Hill facing that way. it 
was immediately conjectured that they intended to attack 
us at high water, and in a short time five or six thousand of 
our men were marched to the intrenchments on Ploughed- 
Ilill and on the Charlestown road. We there waited till near 
three o'clock in the afternoon, whilst the most awful silence 
was observed by both sides, until some of our men, strag- 
gling along the walls, fired upon the Regular sentries, which 
brought on several shots from the floating batteries, with 
the loss of one of the Bay soldiers. Since that time they 
have thrown between twenty and thirty bombs, and a vast 
number of cannon-balls, but without doing any injury to 
our people. Unless very large re-enforcements soon arrive, 
there will not be another engagement this year, as we have 
so vastly the superiority in point of numbers. At present 
they lie tolerably still, except disturbing us at night with 
their bombs. 

PROCEEDINGS OF COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO TREAT 
WITH THE SIX NATIONS OF INDIANS. 

Gorman Flats, Tuesday, August 15, 1775. 

At a meeting with the Sachems and Warriours of the 
Six Nations, at this place, present: Volkert P. Douw, Esq., 
Turbntt Francis, Esquire, Commissioners. The following 
Speech was delivered by Colonel Francis: 
"Brethren of the Six Nations, attend! 

" We acquainted you yesterday from whence we came, 
and by whose authority, namely, by the authority of the 
Twelve United Colonies, dwelling upon this Island of Ame- 
rica. . . We acquainted you that we were two persons of 
five, appointed by the Twelve United Colonies now met, in 
council at Philadelphia, to invite you down to Albany, 
where you may expect to meet our other three brethren 
appointed to act in conjunction with us. When we meet 
you, our brethren of the Six Nations, and your allies, at 
Albany, we will rekindle the council fire which our ances- 
tors and yours formerly kindled up at that place, and there 
sit down and converse together upon the present situation 
of the Twelve United Colonies, and disclose to you their 
minds thereon. We have important matters to communi- 
cate to you, our brethren of the Six Nations, and your allies, 
which cannot be disclosed until the council fire be kindled 
up at Albany, and we are in full assembly. 

Brethren:. We. observe; that many of our brethren of 
the Six Nations ate not here present ; and as it is the wish 
of the Twelve United Colonies that there. may be a general 
meeting of their brethren of the Six Nations, we, their 
Deputies, in their names, beg you will send to all these 
absent brethren of the Six Nations, and invite them to come 
down and sit at the council fire at Albany, that they may 
hear horn us_th_e sentiments of their brethren of the Twelve 
United Colonies... 

"Brethren : We now inform you that your brethren of 
the Twelve United Colonies have sent you and your allies 
a tokenof their love and friendship, which is now at Al- 
bany, and which we shall deliver to you at that place. — 
(A string.) 

"Brethren: As. our friends and your allies the Caughna- 
jvagas, and the seven Towns upon the River St. Lawrence, 
live at a great distance, and have not yet had an invitation 
to come down to the council fire which we, the Deputies 
of the Twelve United Colonies, will kindle at Albany, we 
beg your assistance in forwarding an invitation to them, and 
wish you would immediately appoint four or six of your 
most active and sensible men, who: may be relied on, to 
transact the great and_ important business which they will 
havenrrhand. — (A belt.) 

•■Brethren: As miiny~ mischievous and ill-disposed per- 



sons may attempt to raise up in your minds sentiments that 
are unfriendly to your brethren of the Twelve United Co- 
lonies, we beg you will shut your ears and fortify your 
minds against any such evil and false reports ; and if such 
liars and deceivers should appear among you, and attempt 
to poison your minds, be assured they are as much your 
enemies as the enemies of your brethren of the Twelve 
United Colonies, as their only view can be to break that 
chain that has long bound you and your brethren of the 
Twelve United Colonies together, and which is now going 
to be made stronger at Albany." — (A belt.) 

To this, Kanaghquaesa, an Oneida Sachem, replied : 
"Brother Soi.ihoa"ny and our Albany Brother, Commis- 
sioners from the Twelve United Colonics: 

" You have now opened your minds. We have heard 
your voices. Your speeches are far from being contempti- 
ble. But as the day is far spent, we defer a reply till to- 
morrow. As we are weary from having sat long in council, 
we think it time for a little drink ; and you must remember 
that Twelve Colonies are a great body." 

German Flats, Wednesday, August 1G, 1775. 

The Council having again assembled, Tiahogwando, an 
Onondaga Sachem, addressed himself as follows: 
"Brother Solihoany and our Albany Brother, attend : 

" We are now assembled at the German Flats, at which 
place you kindled up a council fire, and yesterday called us 
together and acquainted us from whence you came, and by 
whose authority, namely, by that of the Twelve United 
Colonies ; and you opened your business to us. 

"Brothers, now attend : Through the mercy of God we 
are brought to this day, and the Six Nations are now in 
full assembly at this place, where we smoke a pipe in 
friendship and in love. We arc glad to hear your voices. 
You are come, in the name of the Twelve United Colo- 
nies, to invite us down to Albany to a council fire of peace. 
You desire we all attend, with our confederates, as you say 
the council fire that is to be kindled up at Albany is of much 
importance. 

"Brothers : We thank you for this invitation; it irreets 
our entire approbation. Here we are of every Tribe of the 
Six Nations. It shall be done as you have said. 

"Brothers: You have desired that all our confederates 
should receive this invitation. This cannot be done short 
of one year, as we extend very far, and could not possibly 
call the extremities of our confederacy to this intended 
meeting. But possess your minds in peace. When this 
Congress is over, and the council fire is raked up, we shall 
acquaint all our allies. with what has passed. Brothers, this 
is the answer of all the Six Nations, who are now here 
represented from every Tribe. 

"Brothers, attend: Yesterday you said you were sensible 
our confederacy extended to Caughnatvaga, and the seven 
Tribes upon the River St. Lawrence ; that it would be very 
agreeable for your brothers from that quarter to attend this 
great council fire, to be kindled up at Albany by order of 
the Twelve United Colonies, and that it was the desire of 
your brethren of all those Provinces that they should attend 
together with us. 

"Brothers : You therefore desired, our assistance to for- 
ward this, your belt of. invitation, to the Caughnawagas,and 
the seven Tribes in that quarter. Brothers, possess your 
minds in peace. We, the Six Nations, are put to difficulty 
to grant this request. We are very much embarrassed for 
this reason: 'the man is now there who will vex your 
minds, and never consent to their coming down, and will 
draw hard upon their minds another way. Brothers, pos- 
sess yourselves in peace. We of the *St.r Nations have 
the minds of the Caughnawagas, and the seven Tribes in 
that quarter, at our central council house. When this took 
place, they addressed us of the Six Nations, in the following 
manners 'You are better capable of maintaining peace 
than we are ; therefore, we deliver up our minds to you,' 
For these reasons we advise you to reconsider your peti- 
tion to us, seeing we Bre so embarrassed we cannot grant it. 
Perhaps you will say to us, when your Intended council 
fire shall be over: Brothers, do you or_the J 5'w! Nations ac^ 
quaint all your confederates and allies of whaLiias passed 
at thjs council fire of peace. And this we jmafl do with 
great care and exactness. Now, brothers, you see we are 
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embarrassed, and therefore give you this advice." — (Belt 
returned.) 

To this Colonel Francis answered : 

"Brethren of the Six Nations : It gives us a great deal 
of uneasiness to find you cannot at present convey this belt 
to our friends in Canada. We have heard your reasons, 
and are sorry to find that one of our blood is already there, 
endeavouring to draw their minds from us, when we mean 
nothing but peace towards them. As there are a great 
many Englishmen in Canada, we know not who you mean ; 
we shall therefore be glad to have the particular man pointed 
out." 

To which Abraham, a Mohawk Sachem, replied : 

"Brothers : We take it for granted that you all know 

the very man we mean, as we said he was of your blood. 

We see jipjigcfssjty for pointing him out more explicitly." 

[ 'J^ahogwando, the Onondaga Sachem, then spoke again: 

"Brother Solihoany and our Albany Brother: 

" We take it for granted you have called us to a council 
of peace and entire friendship, and you have taken us by 
the hand. As there are men of different minds, and some 
may be illy disposed, we desire you will admonish your own 
people, that they offer us no abuse in our way down to your 
council fire of peace. If this caution should be neglected, 
some mTsfoitune might happen, as all people do not meet 
so much like brothers as formerly, on account of the pre- 
sent situation of affairs. 

"It would be unhappy if our council fire should be crushed 
by any mischief-makers. We have given you this caution, 
that while we are marching along in peace and quietness 
we might not be alarmed by a blow struck in our rear. We 
therefQre_desire you would begin, even at this council fire, 
to publish your admonitions to unwise and ungovernable 
people. By this belt we declare to you, our brothers, that 
the road is as open for passing and repassing, and free from 
all embarrassments, through the Six Nations, as it has been 
for a long time. Therefore we desire that we may have 
the same open road down to your intended council fire at 
Albany." 

To which Col. Francis made the following answei - : 
"Brethren of the Six Nations : By this belt you desire 
that we may clear the road to Albany, that none of our 
people may injure you. The road shall be as clear for 
you to go to Albany, as it is for us to go to the country of 
the Six Nations. The Twelve United Colonies have given 
us great power over the white people. We will appoint 
white men, who speak your language and love your nations, 
to see you safe down to Albany, and to provide provisions 
for you on the way. We shall set out for Albany to-mor- 
row morning, to prepare matters for kindling up the great 
council fire there." 

At a meeting of the Commissioners for transacting In- 
dian affairs in the Northern Department, held at Albany 
on Wednesday , August 23, 1775, present: Gen. Schuyler, 
Colonel Francis, Mr. Douw. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Indians of the Six Na- 
tions be invited to receive our congratulations on their safe 
arrival here. That it be at five o'clock this afternoon. That 
the Committee of the City of Albany, and the principal 
gentlemen of the place, be requested to accompany the 
Commissioners, and that the following Letter be wrote for 
that purpose to the Chairman of the Committee: 

Albany, August 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Your generous exertions to support the 
American cause against the nefarious schemes of a wicked 
and profligate Ministry; the propriety with which you have 
conducted those Indian affairs that have become the sub- 
ject of your consideration ; a consciousness that without 
your aid, and that of gentlemen of the Town conversant iij 
these matters, the important business of the.ensuing con- 
ference cannot be so properly conducted as our zealfor 
the service _makes__us wish, are so many jrrotives which 
point out to us the necessity of calling on you, and on those 
gentlemen, for j^our aid and advice, which we entreat you 
will give us without reserve ; and be assured tbat it will be 
attended to with all that deference that is due to yourre- 
spectable body and to their good judgment. We propose 
to pay a visit this afternoon, at five o'clock, to the Indians, 
We beg the favour of the Committee to honour us with 



their company, as so respectable a body will greatly add 
to the complimentary visit we mean to pay them. We 
shall go from Carticright's, and shall take it as a favour if 
the gentlemen of the Town, who are not of the Committee, 
would be pleased to go with us. 

We are, Gentlemen, with great respect, your most hum- 
ble servants, Ph. Schuyler, 

VoLKERT P. DoUW, 

Turbutt Francis. 
To which the Committee returned the following Answer: 

" Gentlemen : Your polite invitation for us to join in 
paying a complimentary visit to the Indians this afternoon, 
at five o'clock, we accept of, and shall for that purpose 
attend at Cartwright's, at the hour appointed. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants. By 
order of the Committee: 

" Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman." 

The Sachems and Warriours of the Six Nations being 
assembled, the Commissioners, attended by the Committee 
and principal gentlemen of the City of Albany, met them, 
and addressed them as follows : 

"Brethren of the Six Nations : We, the Deputies ap- 
pointed by the Twelve United Colonies, the descendants 
of Queder, and the gentlemen of the City of Albany, con- 
gratulate you on your arrival here. They are glad to 
see you well, and thank the great God that he suffers us 
to meet in love and friendship. We now invite you to take 
a drink, and smoke a pipe with us; and we propose, if you 
are ready, to proceed to business the day after to-morrow." 
— (A string.) 

To which Kanaghquaesa replied : 

" That they were glad to see us ; that they thanked God 
that we met in love and friendship ; and that they would 
cheerfully take a drink, and smoke a pipe with us, and 
would be ready to proceed to business on the day which 
we were pleased to appoint for that purpose." 

Thursday Evening, August 24, 1775. 
A deputation of Sachems from the Six Nations having 
desired a conference with the Commissioners, they were 
accordingly met at Cartivrighi 1 s Tavern by General Schuy- 
/er, Colonel Francis, Colonel Wolcott, and Mr. Douw. 

When Senghnagenrat,an Oneida Sachem, informed the 
Commissioners that they had been called down to this meet- 
ing, by invitation from the Committee at Albany, previous 
to the appointment of Commissioners by the honourable 
Continental Congress ; they thought they ought, in good 
manners, first address themselves to the Committee of Al- 
bany, and give the answers to the questions put by i hem 
to that body; but as this would take up very little time, 
they desired they might proceed to business with the Com- 
missioners immediately after they had spoke to the Com- 
mittee at Albany. 

To this the Commissioners replied, that they were pleased 
with what had been communicated to thern^and that it was 
perfectly agreeable to them that the Committee of 'Albany 
should be spoke li>, previous to entering upon the great 
business upon which they were met. 

The Commissioners desired they would appoint one of 
their Sachems as a speaker, to communicate to the Six 
Nations what they the Comrnissrariers should lay before 
them; but the Indians leaving the choice to the Commis- 
sioners, they fixed upon Abraham, a Mohawk Sachem, for 
that purpose, which the Indians said was agreeable to 
them. 

The Commissioners informed the Sachems, that if they 
had no objections, they would provide a guard to encircle 
the place of meeting, to keep the people from pressing in 
upon the Council, and to preserve silence and good order. 
This the Sachems thought right, and to which they had 
no objection. . 

Tiahogwando concluded the conference by saying that 
many of their kettles, axes, and hoes, were out of order, 
and wanted mending, and that. they hoped the Commis- 
sioners would give orders to have them repaired, as had 
always been the case heretofore. 

The Commissioners informed them that jvery thina of 
that kind should be. complied, with, and appointed Mr. Gc- 
rardus Lansing and Mr. Bleecker to see it done. 
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At a meeting of the Commissioners for transacting In- 
dian affairs for the Northern Department, held at the City 
of Albany on Friday, August 25, 1775, present: Gene- 
ral Schuyler, Colonel Wolcott, Colonel Francis, and Mr. 
Douw. 

The following Message was sent to the Committee of 
the City of Albany: ^^ ^^ ^ „„_ 

Gentlemen : The Commissioners of Indian Affairs are 
to open the treaty with the Six Nations this morning, about 
eleven o'clock, at the Dutch Church. They request the 
favour of your attendance, and that of the principal gentle- 
men of the Town, and would wish, previous to the meeting, 
to be honoured with your company at Cartwright's. 
To Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Albany. 

The Chairman and Committee attended, agreeable to 
invitation. 

Albany Committee Chamber, August 25, 1775. 

The Committee, about half an hour after ten, received 
a note from the Commissioners of Indian Affairs, which is 
in the words following, to wit : 

" The Commissioners of Indian Affairs are to open the 
treaty with the Six Nations this morning, about eleven 
o'clock, at the Dutch Church. They request the favour 
of your attendance, and that of the principal gentlemen of 
the.Town, and would wish, previous to the meeting, to be 
honoured with your company at CartwrighC s_. By order 
of the Commissioners. " Tench TiLGinrAN." 

The Committee accordingly immediately repaired to 
Cartwrighrs, when the Commissioners informed them that 
the Indians said they came down here in consequence of 
an invitation from this Committee, and that theychose to 
speak with the Committee before they talked with tTie Com- 
missioners'. The Committee told the Commissioners that 
this was a surprise to them, as they had not received the 
least intimation of such their design, before that juncture, 
e}\Mr_Trom\JE£LlndiMs or any other person or persons 
whatsoever; however, not to retard the publick business, 
and after consultation with the Commissioners, (who de- 
sired thej^ommittee to gratify ihe Indians and the repre- 
sentatives of Queder,) this Committee re_solved immediately 
to kear„v2iat_the Indians bad to say; and that it might be the 
more publick, the Committee gave them notice that they 
would be ready instantly, and would meet them in Youlter's 
Street,back of the Dutchl^huTch ; appointed a Committee 
to inform the Commissioners of this, requesting their pre- 
sence at the meeting, and sent the bell-man round the city, 
inviting the lnhaEitants thai thoughr proper to attend ; and 
also a Committee, viz: Walter Livingston, Jeremiah Van 
Rensselaer, and Samuel Stringer, to inquire of the Com- 
missioners whether, in case the Indians' talk with the Com- 
mittee was of such a nature as to require an answer, they 
would supply them with proper presents for the Indians. 
TheCommiitee reported that the Commissioners ajiswered, 
that they must first see how the Indians behaved m their 
conference and speeches. And then the following speech 
or answer to the in vilatron was delivered by the lndians,'m 
the presence of the Commissioners and many of the inhabi- 
tants of the City. 

Senghnagenrat, one of the Oneida chiefs, in behalf of 
the Six Nations, speaker: 

"Brothers of Albany : We beg you will acquaint us 
when your body is complete. 

"Brothers of Alb ant: The day is now come that we 
have arrived in consequence of your invitation. When 
you saw four of the Oneida Nation, you said you was glad 
to see them at your council chamber. We are now here 
in consequence thereof. You told us you would be glad 
to see us again, that you rejoiced to see them, and that you 
would open the ashes and rekindle the old council fire at 
Albany. We are glad to see that some sparks of that old 
coqncil fire yet remain. We rejoice even to excess to find 
it so. 

"Brothers, attend : I have one addition to make to what 
passed between four of the Oneida Nation and you, when 
last at your council chamber. When you found, from our 
conference with your brothers at the German Flats, that 
our sentiments of publick affairs so much coincided with 



yours, you further told us that all the Governments of Ame- 
rica, on the sea-coasts, were anxious to know whether we 
were disposed to peace; and that you, the Twelve United 
Colonies, were resolved to support your civil constitution 
and liberties, and you rejoiced to find that we all so firmly 
resolved to maintain peace. 

"Brothers of Albany: You further observed, in the in- 
tercourse you had with four of the Oneida Nation, that you 
greatly rejoiced at the conference you had at the German 
Flats. You further said that you were surprised about a 
letter Guy Johnson had received from the chief warriour, 
General Gage, about removing the ministers from among 
us ; that you rejoiced that the Indians were instructed in 
the Christian religion, and that the ministers that were 
among us might continue. 

"Brothers of Albany, attend: We have something fur- 
ther yet to relate of your speech. You desired, at the in- 
tercourse you had with the four messengers, that we should 
acquaint the Six Nations with your speech, and that there- 
after three or four of each nation should come down. You 
further said that you would have been glad to have attended 
at the council fire at Guy Johnson's, to hear what he should 
say to the Indians, and see if his sentiments and yours 
should coincide ; but you then soon heard that he had re- 
moved from there to Fort Stanwix, from there to Oswego, 
that you despaired of hearing any thing from him, and 
therefore desired us that we would let \ou know what was 
done at that fire. 

'-'Brothers, attend : You made another proposal at the 
intercourse you had with four of our nation, which was this: 
that you had heard that there was to be a council of the 
whole of our nation at the German Flats. You desired 
our people that they would let you know what passed be» 
tween us and them. Our Delegates, in our names, then 
told you that it would be more agreeable that two or more 
of your members should attend, and hear themselves what 
passed there. This, brethren, is the substance of what 
passed between you and the four of the Oneida Nation. 

"Brothers of Albany, attend: We are now, upon this 
day, going through with what passed between some of your 
members and us, when the conference ended at the German 
Flats. You said, brothers, let us both endeavour to keep 
peace, that we may continue to enjoy its blessings. We 
desire not that you should trouble yourselves in the least 
with these disputes between us and those over the great 
waters ; only exert yourselves in maintaining the covenant 
thaLwas__rnade_ between your and our forefathers at this 
place of our council fire. Your Delegates told us at the 
German Flats, that although you should be drove back 
from the sea-coasts by your enemies, yet you would not ask 
our aid. 

"Brothers of Albany, further attend: Two things more 
you delivered at the German Flats; the first was this : that 
we, the Oneida Nation, should give a kind ear to your 
speech. You there produced two ancient belts of wampum, 
one of twenty rows, which was the old covenant between 
the whole. Oneida Nation and Queder Gorah, another that 
was given by the,5i'x Nations,by the the Indian called Kay- 
inguaraghtoh, of the Seneca Nation, You also said that 
these belts should again be produced, for the inspection of 
the whole Six Nations, at the intended council fire to be 
rekindled at Albany* 

"Brothers of Albany: We have now finished the prin- 
cipal subjects that passed between you and us ; the Oneida 
Nation, and we, all of us, the Six Nations, are here now 
present to hear what has passed, and to prevent any false 
reports that may be propagated by news-carriers. 

"Brothers of Albany, notv attend : You, also, the Com- 
missioners, who are here present, lend your ears, and hear 
our voices : 

." You, our brothers of Albany, have desired the senti- 
ments of the Six Nations. We, the SixNationS) and our 
allies, which extend to Detroit, Ohio, and Caughnawaga, 
upon our first hearing the had news that circulated along 
the eastern shore of this island, assembled and resolved upon 
a union amongst us Indians, and to maintain peace ; and 
we rejoice that nothing more has been asked of us. There 
is nothing different in our minds than what we have now 
told. We shan't take notice of any hostile propositions 
that may be made to us, for we bear an equal proportion 
offove to you, and the others over the great waters, in the 
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present dispute; and we shall remain at peace and smoke 
our pipes, and the Six Nations will always keep the path 
open ; and we call God to witness to the truth of what we 
now say , and it proceeds from our hearts. — {A belt of tight 
roivs.) 

" Brothers o/Albany now attend, and incline your ears 
to what we have now to say : 

"We, the Six Nations, have heard the voice of a bird 
called Tskleleli, a news-carrier, that came among us. It 
has told us that the path at the western communication, 
by Fort Stanvnx, would be shut up either by the one party 
or the other. Brothers, let it not be, and let the communi- 
cation be open, for passing and repassing, and let not our 
country be stained with blood ; and be always compassion- 
ate to the old women, and let the young ones grow up and 
enjoy the blessings of peace. Brothers, let not that pas- 
sage be shut up by you, but confine yourselves to the dis- 
pute to the eastward, for this western communication lies 
near our council fire, and the consequences might be fatal. 
Indeed, brothers, your language and Colonel GuyJohnson's 
coincides, in some things, with one another, and the party 
that applies to us to shut up that passage we will look 
upon as deceivers and transgressors ; and we despise a 
double dealer from our hearts, and whom we look upon 
God Almighty will hereafter punish as such. And we hope 
that when you give your answer, you will speak from the 
integrity of your hearts, as we now have done. — (A belt of 
fifteen rows.) 

"Brothers of Albany, attend: The Five Nations just now 
said they would open their minds in full to you ; they would 
tell you every thing they brought with them. This belt 
respects the letter Guy Johnson received from Gen. Gage, 
concerning the removal of the ministers from among us. 
Our father, the minister who stands here, we love ; we love 
him exceedingly. Perhaps, in a little time, he may be 
wrested from us, carried off like a prisoner. Our hearts 
tremble for him ; we tremble greatly. He has been threat- 
ened, and should he be taken, it might overthrow the whole 
Five Nations. Our brothers, the while people, would per- 
haps say that the Oneida Nation had delivered up their 
minister, and that the Sit Nations did not regard their mis- 
sionaries. But truly we regard our father the minister, and 
missionaries ; therefore we propose to your consideration 
whether it be not wise that the missionaries retire for a little 
while, particularly our father the minister, Mr. Kirkland, 
should reside a short space with his family, as we hope this 
quarrel cannot subsist long, because you are brothers, both 
of one nation and blood, and we hope it will soon be set- 
tled ; and when a reconciliation takes place, ler our mis- 
sionaries immediately return to us. This, however, we 
refer to your consideration, and leave at your pleasure. 
Now, brethren, we have unburdened our minds and opened 
our bosoms, and delivered what we had to say." 

To which, at the request and by the approbation of the 
Commissioners, we made the following reply: 

"Brothers of the Six Nations r We thank you for your 
speech. The Commissioners appointed by the Twelve 
United Colonies, and with our consent, will first transact 
business with you; after they have done, we will "answer 
your speech." 

At a treaty begun and held with the Indians of the Six 
United Nalionsnt the City of Albany, on Friday, the 25th 
day of August, 1775, present: General Philip Schuyler, 
Colonel Oliver Wolcott, Col. Turbutt Francis, Volkert P. 
Dome, Esq., Commissioners; the Chairman and Commit- 
tee, and principal inhabitants of the City of Albany. 

Senghnagenrat, an Oneida Sachem, opened the treaty 
with the following speech: 

"Brothers : We waited upon you yesterday evening, and 
acquainted you that we should fust speak to our brothers 
the Committee of Albany; we have done so, and have 
opened our whole minds to them. — 

"Brothers : When we met two of your body at the Ger- 
man Flats, they presented these strings to us, and invited 
us tojiome dpwrjj.0 Albany and kindle up agreat council 
fire of peace, under the auspices of the Twelve United 
Colonies. Now, us these strings have never been changed, 
we return them to you agairr, and desire that the great corm- 
cil fire of peace may be kindled up. 



Brothers: By this belt you desired us to shut our ears 
and fortify our minds against any evil reports that we might 
hear on our way down, and to pay no regard to what any 
liars and ill-disposed persons might say to us, as they would 
only mean to sow dissension between us and our brothers of 
the Twelve United Colonies. Brothers, our minds are proof 
against the attempts of such malicious and wicked persons. 

" Now, brothers, let us give you advice on our parts. 
There are liars and mischief-makers among the Indians, as 
well as amongst the white people ; therefore pay no regard 
to this or that, that any single Indian may say, but attend 
to what you hear from the mouth of the Great Council, for 
that will be the truth and the sense of all the Six United 
Nations." 

The Commissioners then addressed them in the follow- 
ing manner: 
"Brothers, Sachems, and Warriours, of the Six Nations : 

" We return thanks to the great God, that he has per- 
mitted us to meet together this day in love, peace, and 
friendship ; in token of which we will now sit down and 
smoke the pipe of peace together." 

Here the great pipe was lighted up, and went round; 
after which, the Commissioners proceeded : 

"Brothers, &fc: We, the Deputies appointed by and 
in the name of the Twelve United Colonies, assisted by 
the descendants of your ancient friend Qucder, and your 
Albany brethren, embrace this opportunity to rekindle the 
ancient council fire, which formerly burnt as bright ns the 
sun, in this place, and to heap on it so much fuel that it 
may never be extinguished ; and also to renew the ancient 
covenant chain with you, which you know has always been 
kept bright and clean, without any stain or rust, and which, 
by this belt, we now strengthen, that forever hereafter you 
and we may have but one heart, one head, one eye, and 
one hand.— (A belt.) 

"Brethren: Our business with you here, besides re- 
kindling the ancient council fire, and renewing the covenant 
and brightening up every link of the chain, is in the first 
place to inform you of the advice that was given about 
thirty years ago, by your wise forefathers, in a great Coun- 
cil which, they held at Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, when 
Cannassqteego spoke to us, the white peopTe,in these very 
words : ' Brethren ,:. We, the Six Nations, heartily recom- 
mend union and. a good agreement between you, our 
brethren; never disagree, hut preserve a stricfTriendship 
for one another, and thereby you, as well as we, will 
become the stronger. Our wise fore fath er s establishe d 
union, and. amity between the Five Nations: this has made 
us. formidable; this has given us great weight and authori- 
ty witli our neighbouring Nation?. We are a powerful 
confederacy; and if you observe_ the sa.me.._metJjod.s our 
wise forefathers have taken, you will acquire fresh strength 
and power, Therefore, whatever befalTs you, never fallout 
w itb one another.' These _wer_e the words of C annassqteego . 

"Brothers : Our forefathers rejoiced toTiear Cannassa- 
teego speak these words. They sunk deep into their hearts. 
The advice was good ; it was kind. They said to one 
another, The Six Nations ...are a ...wjse_ people ; let us 
hearken to their counsel, and teach our children toTblfow it. 
Our old men have done .sjo t . They have frequently taken a 
single arrow, and said, Children, see how easy it isTbroken. 
Then they have tied twelve together with strong cords, and 
our strongest men could not break them. ' See,' said they, 
' this is what the Six Nationsmean, Divided, a single man 
may destroy you; united, you are a match for the whole 
world.' ._:: :; -._- . ™. ;: 

"We thank the great God that we are all united ; that we 
have a strong confederacy, composed of twelve Provinces — 
New-Hampshire, Ike. 

" These Provinces have lighted a great council fire at 
Philadelphia, and have sent sixty-five Counsellors to speak 
and act in the name of the whole, and to consult for the 
common good of the people, and of you, our brethren of 
the Six Nations, and your allies; and the talk of this great 
council we shall deliver to you to-morrow."—^ belt.) 

Albany, Saturday, Auguat 2C, 1775. 

Present this day : General Schuyler, Colonel Francis, 
Colonel Wolcott, Mr. Douw, Commissioners ; the Chair- 
man and Committee of the City of Albany. 
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The Indians having informed the Commissioners they 
were ready to proceed to business, the treaty was opened 
in the following manner: 
"Brothers, Sachems, and Warriours : 

" Let this string open your ears to hear, and incline your 
hearts to accept the talk of your brethren of the Twelve 
United Colonies, which they have sent to you by us their 
Deputies. They speak as follows: 
"Brothers, Sachems, and Warriours of the Six United 

Nations : 

" We, the Delegates from the Twelve United Provinces, 
now sitting in General Congress at Philadelphia, send this 
talk to you, our brothers. We are sixty-five in number, 
appointed by the people throughout all these Provinces 
and Colonies, to meet and sit together in one great council, 
to consult together for the common good of this land, and 
to speak and act for them. 

"Brothers: In our consultation we have judged it pro- 
per and necessary to send you this talk, as we are upon the 
same island, that you may be informed of the reason of 
this great council, the situation of our civil constitution, 
and our disposition towards you, our Indian brothers of the 
Six Nations, and their allies. 
"Brothers and friends, noiv attend: 

" Wlren our fathers crossed the great water and came 
over to this land, the King of England gave them a talk, 
assuring them that they and their children should be his 
children, and that if they would leave their native country 
and make settlements and live here, and buy and sell and 
trade with their brethren beyond the water, they should 
still keep hold of the same covenant chain, and enjoy 
peace ; and it was covenanted that the fields, houses, goods, 
and possessions, which our fathers should acquire, should 
remain to them as their own, and be their children's forever, 
and at their sole disposal. Trusting that this covenant 
should never be broken, our fathers came a great distance 
beyond the great water, and laid out their money here, built 
houses, cleared fields, raised crops, and through their own 
labour and industry grew tall and strong. They have 
bought, sold, and traded with England, according to agree- 
ment, sending to them such things as they wa°nted, and 
taking in exchange such things as were wanted here. 

" The King of England and his people kept the way open 
for more than one hundred years, and by our trade became 
richer, and by a union with us greater and stronger than the 
other Kings and people who live beyond the water. All 
this time they lived in great friendship with us, and we with 
them ; for we are brothers — one blood. 

"Whenever they were struck, we instantly felt as if the 
blow had been given to us — their enemies were our ene- 
mies. Whenever they went to war, we sent our men to stand 
by their side, and fight for them, and our money to help them 
and make them strong. That we have done this, brothers, 
you all have been witnesses to in the last war. You know 
we assisted them in taking Niagara, Cataraqui, Ticon- 
deroga, Crown Point, and Canada; and lastly, when they 
had no more enemies upon this island, we went to fight, 



constitution, which we love as our lives; also, our plantations, 
our houses, and goods, whenever they please, without asking 
our leave; that our vessels may go to this island in the sea, 
but to this or that particular island we shall not trade any 
more; and in case of non-compliance with these new orders, 
they shut up our harbours. 

"Brothers: This is our present situation. Thus have 
many of the King's counsellors and servants dealt with us. 
Tf we submit, or comply with their demands, you can easily 
perceive to what a state we shall be reduced. If our people 
labour in the fields, they will not know who shall enjoy the 
crop ; if they hunt in the woods, it will be uncertain who 
shall taste the meat or have the skins; if they build houses, 
they will not know whether they may sit around the fire- 
side with their wives and children. They cannot be sure 
whether they shall be permitted to eat, drink, and wear the 
fruits of their own labour and industry." — (A broken belt.) 

The Commissioners then informed the Indians, that as 
the business they were upon was very important, and as they 
knew they were a wise people, they would not at this time 
hurry them, nor burden their memories with too much, and 
therefore would defer what they had further to say until 
Monday. 



Albany, Monday, August 28, 1775. 

The treaty was again renewed. Present: Colonel Fran- 
cis, Colonel Wolcott, Mr. Douw, Commissioners; Mr. 
Lynch, of South- Carolina, Mr. Duane and Mr. Robert 
Livingston, of New-York, Members of the Continental 
Congress; the Chairman and Committee of the City of 
Albany. 

The Commissioners proceeded with the Speech of the 
Congress : 
"Brothers and friends, attend: 

" We upon this island have often spoke and entreated 
the King, and his servants the counsellors, that peace and 
harmony might still continue between us ; that we cannot 
part with or loose our hold of the old covenant chain which 
united our fathers and theirs ; that we want to brighten this 
chain, and keep the way open as our fathers did ; that we 
want to live with them as brothers ; labour, trade, travel 
abroad, eat and drink in peace. We have often asked 
them to love and live in such friendship with us as their 
fathers did with ours. We told them again, that we judged 
we were exceedingly injured ; that they might as well kill 
us as take away our property and the necessaries of life. 
We have asked why they treat us thus? What has be- 
come of our repeated addresses and supplications to them ? 
Who hath shut the ears of the King to the cries of his 
children in Amenca ? No soft answer, no pleasant voice 
from beyond the water, has yet sounded in our ears. 

"Brothers: Thus stands the matter betwixt old England 
and America : You Indians know how things are propor- 
tioned in a family between the father and the son. The 
child carries a little pack. England we regard as the father. 
This island may be compared to the son. 

The father hath a numerous family, both at home and 



and helped them to take many large islands that lay in the „ ^^ iuiiiii uuiii ^ „„,„„ auu 

hot countries, where they got more than thirty cart loads of upon this island." He app^inTsTgrea^numbe'r oTsemnts'to 
s ,?h. - , , , , assist him in the government of his family. In process of 



" They thanked u? for our love, and sent us good talks, 
and renewed their promise to be one people forever; and 
when the war was over they said: Children, we thank you 
that you have helped to make us great ; we know that 
it has cost you a great deal of blood and a great deal of 
money; and therefore, children, we give you a present, that 
you may maintain your warriours. — (A belt.) 
"Brothers and friends, open a kind ear : 

" We will now tell you of the quarrel between the 
counsellors of King George and the inhabitants and Colo- 
nies of America. 

" Many of his counsellors are proud and wicked men. 
They persuade the King to break the covenant chain, 
and not to send us any more good talks. A considerable 
number have prevailed upon him to enter into a new 
covenant against us, and have torn asunder and cast behind 
their backs the good old covenant which their ancestors 
and ours entered into and took strong hold of. 

" They now tell us they will slip their hand into our 
pocket without asking, as if it was their own ; and at their 
pleasure they will take from us our charter, or written civil 
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government ol his family, in process 
time, some of his servants grew proud and ill-natured : they 
were displeased to see the boy so alert, and walk on so 
nimbly with his pack. They tell the father, and advise him 
to enlarge the child's pack. They prevail ; the pack is in- 
creased; the child takes it up again, as he thought it might 
be the father's pleasure ; speaks but few words — those very 
small, for he was loth to offend the father. Those proud 
and wicked servants, finding they had prevailed, laughed to 
see the boy sweat and stagger under his increased load. 
By and bye they apply to the father to double the child's 
pack, because they heard him complain, and without any 
reason, said they; he is a cross child; correct him if he com- 
plains any more. 

" The boy entreats the father, addresses the great servants 
in a decent manner, that the pack may be lightened. He 
could not go any further ; he humbly asks if the old fathers, 
in any of their records, had described such a pack for the 
child. After all the tears and entreaties of the child, the 
pack is redoubled ; the child stands a little wMle, staggering 
under the weight, ready to fall every moment. However, 
he entreats the father once more, though so faint he could 
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only lisp his last humble supplication. Waits awhile : no 
voice returns. The child concludes the father could not 
hear. Those proud servants had intercepted his supplica- 
tions, or stopped the ears of the father. He therefore gives 
one struggle, and throws off the pack, and says he cannot 
take it up again ; such a weight will crush him down, and 
kill him — and he can but die if he refuses. 

" Upon this, those servants are very wroth, and tell the 
father many false stories respecting the child. They bring 
a great cudgel to the father, asking him to take it in his 
hand and strike the child. 

" This may serve to illustrate the present condition of 
the King's American subjects or children. 

" Amidst these oppressions, we now and then heard a 
mollifying and reviving voice from some of the King's wise 
counsellors, who are our friends, and feel for our distresses. 
When they heard our complaints and our cries, they applied 
to the King ; also, told those wicked servants that this child 
in America was not a cross boy; it had sufficient reason for 
crying; and if the cause of its complaint was neglected, it 
would soon assume the voice of a man, plead for justice like 
a man, and defend its rights and support the old covenant 
chain of the fathers. 

"Brothers, listen : Notwithstanding all our entreaties, we 
have but little hope the King will send us any more good 
talks, by reason of his evil counsellors. They have per- 
suaded him to send an army of soldiers, and many ships of 
war, to rob and destroy us. They have shut up many of 
our harbours, seized and taken into possession many of our 
vessels. The soldiers have struck the blow, killed some of 
our people. The blood now runs of the King's American 
children; they have also burned our houses and towns, and 
taken, much, of pur goods.: — (A black belt.) 

"Brothers : We are now necessitated to rise, and forced 
to fight or give up our civil constitution, run away, and 
leave our farms and houses behind us. This must not be; 
since the King's wicked counsellors will not open their ears 
and consider our just complaints, and the cause of our 
weeping, and have given the blow, we are determined to 
drive away the King's soldiers, and to kill and destroy all 
those wicked men we find in arms against the peace of the 
Twelve United jColpnies upon this island. We think our 
cause is just ; therefore, hope God will be on our side. We 
do not take up the hatchet and struggle for honour or con- 
quest, but to maintain our civil constitution and religious 
privileges, the very same for which our forefathers left their 
native Tand and came to this Country. — (A black belt.) 

"Brothers and jriends : We desire that you will hear 
and receive what w'e have now told you, and that you will 
open a good ear and listen to what we are going to say. 
This is a famjly quarrel between us and old England; you 
Indians are not concerned in it. We don't wish you to take 
up the hatchet against the King's Troops. We desire you 
to remain at home, and not join either side, but keep the 
hatchet buried deep. In the name and behalf of all our peo- 
ple, we ask and desire you to love peace and maintain it, and 
to love and sympathize with us in our troubles, that the 
path may be kept open with all our people and yours, to 
pass and repass without molestation. 

"Brothers: We live upon the same ground with you ; 
the same island is our common birth-place; we desire to sit 
down under the same tree of peace with you; let us water 
ils roots and cherish its growth, till the large leaves and 
flourishing branches shall extend to the setting sun and 
reach the skies. 

"Brothers, observe well: What is it we have asked of 
you? Nothing but peace, notwithstanding our present dis- 
turbed situation; and if application should be made to you, 
by any of the King's unwise and wicked ministers, to join 
on their side, we only advise you to deliberate with great 
caution, and in your wisdom look forward to the conse- 
quences of a compliance. For if the King's Troops take 
away our property and destroy us, who are of the same 
blood with themselves, what can you, who are Indians, ex- 
pect from them afterwards? — [A white belt.) 
"Brothers. of the Six Nations: 

" When we perceived this island began to shake and 
tremble along the eastern shore, and the sun darkened by 
a black cloud which arose from beyond the great water, 
we kindled up a great council fire at Philadelphia, and 
we sat around it until it burnt so high and so clear that it 



illuminated this whole island. We renewed our hold of 
the old covenant chain which united and strengthened our 
ancestors, and which was near slipping out of our hands 
before we had kindled this great council fire at Philadelphia. 
We have now taken fast hold, nor will we let it go with- 
out a mighty struggle, even unto death. Brothers, we are 
now Twelve Colonies, united as one man. We have but 
one heart and one hand. Brothers, this is our union belt. 
By this belt we, the Twelve United Colonies, renew the 
old covenant chain with which our forefathers, in their great 
wisdom, thought proper to bind us and you, our brothers of 
the Six Nations, together, when they first landed at this 
place. And if any of the links of this great chain should 
have received any rust, we now brighten it, and make it 
shine like silver. As God has put it into our hearts to love 
the Six Natio7is and their allies, we now make the chain of 
friendship so strong that nothing but an evil spirit can 
or will attempt to break it. But we hope, through the fa- 
vour and mercy of the Good Spirit, that it will remain strong 
and bright while the sun shines and the water runs. — 
(Delivered the union belt.) 

"Brothers : It is necessary, in order for the preservation 
of friendship between us and our brothers of the Six Nations 
and their allies, that a free and mutual intercourse be kept 
up betwixt us; therefore we, the Twelve United Colonies, by 
this belt, remove every difficulty that may lie in the great 
road that runs through the middle of our country, and we 
will also clear up and open all the small roads that lead 
into the great one. We will take out every thorn, brier, 
and stone, so that when any of our brothers of the Six 
Nations or their allies have an inclination to see and talk 
with any of their brethren of the Twelve United Colonies, 
they may pass safely, without being scratched or bruised. 

"Brothers : The road is now open for our brethren of 
the Six Nations and their allies, and they may now pass 
and repass as safely and freely as the people of the Twelve 
United Colonies themselves. And we are further deter- 
mined, by the assistance of God, to keep our roads open and 
free for the Six Nations and their allies, as long as the earth 
remains. — (Path belt.) 

"Brothers: We have said we wish you Indians may 
continue in peace with one another, and with us the white 
people. Let us both be cautious in our behaviour towards 
each other, at this critical state of affairs. This island now 
trembles; the wind whistles from almost every quarter. Let 
us fortify our minds, and shut our ears against false rumours. 
Let us be cautious what we receive for truth, unless spoken 
by wise and good men. If any thing disagreeable should fall 
out betwixt us, the Twelve United Colonies, and you, the 
Six Nations, to wound our peace, let us immediately seek 
measures for healing the breach. From the present situation 
of affairs, we judge it wise and expedient to kindle up a 
council fire at Albany, where we may hear each others' 
voice and disclose our minds more fully to one another. — 
(The pipe of peace aiid six small strings.) 

"Brothers: You now hear our disposition towards yon, 
the Six Nations and your allies. Therefore we say : 
Brothers, take care, hold fast to your covenant chain. We 
depend on you to send and acquaint your allies to the 
northward, the seven Tribes on the River St. Laivrence, 
that you have had this talk with us at our council fire at 
Albany. 

"Brothers: Let this our good talk remain at Onondaga, 
your central council house, that you may hand down to 
the latest posterity these testimonials of the brotherly 
sentiments of the Twelve United Colonies towards their 
brethren of the Six Nations and their allies." 

To which Kanaghquiesa replied : 

"Brothers: We have sat around and smoked our pipes 
at this our ancient place of kindling up oar council fires. 
We have heard all you have said, and have heard nothing 
but what is pleasant and good. As you have communicated 
matters of great importance to us, we will sit down to-mor- 
row and deliberate coolly upon them, and the day following 
will give you answers to every thing that you have laid 
before us." 

Albany, Thursday, August 31, 1775. 
At a treaty continued with the Indians of the Six Nations 
present: Colonel Francis, Colonel Wolcott, Mr. Douie 
Commissioners ; Mr. Duane, of New- York. 
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The Indians being informed that the Commissioners 
were ready to hear them, Abraham, a Mohawk Sachem, 
spoke as follows : 

"Brothers, great men deputed by the Twelve United 
Colonies, attend: 

" We are this day called to meet you in council, in order 
to reply to what you have said to us. We hope we need 
not recapitulate the whole of your discourse; we shall only 
touch upon each head. 

" At our last conference in this house, we promised to 
return you our answer the day but one following. We did 
not do it, and we mean to make you an apology ; we hope 
you have taken no offence. We were not prepared by that 
time, and that was the reason. 

"Brothers: You informed us that there was a great 
council of sixty-five members convened at Philadelphia, 
and that you were appointed by them to deliver a talk to 
the Six Nations. It seems you, our brothers, having a 
desire to rekindle a council fire, took to your assistance 
the descendants of Queder, and have kindled up a council 
fire that shall never be extinguished. To which the Six 
Nations reply : This you have done by order of the Great 
Council at Philadelphia. We are glad to hear the news. 
It rejoices our hearts, and it gives exceeding joy through all 
the Six Nations. 

"Brothers: As you desired your belts might not be re- 
turned, but be deposited at our central council house, we 
shall only make use of them to refresh our memories, and 
speak upon them as we go on with our answer. 

"Brothers: We shall not recite every particular, as we 
before mentioned. You observed that when these commo- 
tions first began, a council of sixty-five members convened 
together at Philadelphia ; and you put us in mind of what 
Cannassateego formerly said at Lancaster, respecting the 
necessity of a union among you. An old sachem, a bro- 
ther of Cannassateego' s, is here present, and remembers the 
words of his brother. You illustrated the necessity and 
use of an union by one and twelve arrows. You said your 
grandfathers had inculcated this doctrine into their chil- 
dren. You said, that as the tree of peace was formerly 
planted at this place, you desired that the Six Nations 
might come down, and sit under it, and water its roots, 
till the branches should flourish and reach to heaven. 
This the Six Nations say shall be done. 

"Brothers : We need only remind you of a few of the 
things you said to us, as you have them all written down. 
You informed us, that by an ancient covenant with the 
King of England, you were to enjoy the same privileges 
with the people on the other side of the great water. That 
for a long time you did enjoy these privileges, by which 
means you and your brethren over the water both became 
a great people. That lately, by advice of evil counsellors, 
you were much oppressed, and had heavier packs put upon 
you than you could bear. That you had frequently applied 
to be eased of your burden, but could obtain no redress. 
That finding this the case, you had thrown off your packs. 
The Six Nations thank you for acquainting them with 
your grievances and methods taken to obtain redress. You 
likewise informed them of what resolutions you had formed 
in consequence of these matters. 

"Brothers : After stating your grievances, and telling us 
you had not been able to obtain redress, you desired us 
to take no part, but to bury the hatchet ; you told us it was 
a family quarrel ; therefore, said you, Indians, sit still, mind 
nothing but peace. Our great man, Colonel Johnson, did 
the same thing at Oswego ; he desired us to sit still like- 
wise ; youlikewise desired, that if application should be made 
to us by any of the King's officers, we would not join them. 

" Now, therefore, attend, and apply your ears closely. We 
have fully considered this matter. The resolutions of the 
Six Nations are not to be broken or altered ; when they 
resolve, the matter is fixed. This, then, is the determination 
of the Six Nations : Not to take any part, but, as it is a 
family affair, to sit still and see you fight it out; we beg you 
will receive this as infallible, it being our full resolution; for 
we bear as much affection for the King of England's sub- 
jects, upon the other side of the water, as we do for you, 
born upon this island. One thing more we request ; which 
is, that you represent this in a true light to the Delegates 
from all the Colonies, and not vary ; and that you observe 
the same regard for truth when you write to the King about 



these matters. For we have ears and shall hear if you 
represent any thing in a wrong point of light ; we likewise 
desire you would inform our brothers at Boston of our 
determinations. 

"Brothers: It is a long time since we came to this reso- 
lution ; it is the result of mature deliberation. It was our 
declaration to Colonel Johnson. We told him we should 
take no part in the quarrel, and hoped neither side would 
desire it. Whoever applies first we .shall, think in the 
wrong. The resolutions of the Six Nations are not to be 
shaken; of the truth of this you have a late instance. You 
know what the Shaivanese have lately been engaged in ; 
they applied to us for assistance, but we refused them. Our 
love for you has induced us not to meddle ; if we loved 
you less, we should have been less resolute. 

" Brothers : You likewise informed us, that when you 
perceived this island began to tremble, and a black cloud 
to arise from beyond the great water, you kindled up a 
large fire at Philadelphia — a fire which shone bright and 
clear to your remotest settlements. That you sat around 
that fire, deliberating what measures to pursue for the com- 
mon good. That while sitting around it, you recollected an 
ancient covenant made between your fathers and ours, when 
they first crossed the great water and settled here ; which 
covenant they at first likened to a chain of iron, but when 
they considered that iron would rust, they made a silver 
chain, which they were always to rub and keep bright and 
clear of spots. This they made so strong that an evil 
spirit could not break it. 

" This friendship chain you have now renewed, this 
covenant is to continue to future generations. We are 
glad you have thought proper to renew this covenant, 
and the whole Six Nations now thank you. 

" This covenant belt you desire us to hang up at our 
central council house, that future generations may call to 
mind the covenant now made between us. And you may 
depend we shall send and inform all our neighbouring 
council fires pf the matters now transacted. 

" We close, with the whole Six Nations repeating their 
thanks that you have renewed the covenant made between 
their forefathers and yours. 

"Brothers, attend: As you had renewed the ancient 
covenant, you thought proper to open the path, and have 
a free communication with this place. As the fire had 
been for some time put out, the path had got stopped up. 
You removed all obstructions out of the great roads and 
paths, all stone and briers, so that if any of us choose to 
travel the road, we should neither meet; with any obstruc- 
tions nor hurt ourselves. Brothers, we thank you for open- 
ing the roads. 

" You likewise informed us that you were determined 
to drive away, destroy, and kill all who appeared in arms 
against the peace of the Twelve United Colonies. 

"Brothers, attend: We beg of you to take care what you 
do. You have just now made a good path ; do not so soon 
defile it with blood. There are many around us at Caugh- 
nawaga, who are friends to the King ; our path of peace 
reaches quite there. We beg all that distance may not 
be defiled with blood. As for your quarrels to the east- 
ward, along the sea-coast, do as you please ; but it would 
hurt us to see those brought up in our bosoms ill used. In 
particular, we would mention the son of Sir William John- 
son. He was born among us, and is of Dutch extraction by 
his mother ; he minds his own affairs, and does not inter- 
meddle in publick disputes. 

"We would likewise mention our father the Minister who 
resides among the Mohawks, and was sent them by the 
King. He does not meddle in civil affairs, but instructs 
them in the way to heaven. He absolutely refuses to attend 
to any political matters, and says they do not belong to him. 
They beg he may continue in peace among them. The 
Mohawks are frequently alarmed with reports that their 
Minister is to be torn away from them. It would occasion 
great disturbance, was he to be taken away. The King 
sent him to them, and they would Took upon it as. taking 
away one of their own body . Therefore, they again request 
that he may continue to live in peace among them^ 

"Brothers: After having informed us of tne situation of 
affairs, and having finished your business, you advise u|jo 
shut our ears against false reports, and that we should riot 
attend to flying stories, but to what wise and good men 
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should say. For which reason, you had kindled up a 
council fire at this place, that we might always converse 
together, and know the truth of things. 

"Brothers : The Six Nations say, let it be so ; it shall 
be as you desire. They thank you for this advice, and 
desire you would use the same precautions ; that you 
would shut your ears to flying reports, but keep your eye 
upon the chief council, such as you see now convened. 
The Six Nations desire you would always inform them 
fuljy of what respects them. We have for this purpose 
opened our ears, and purified our minds, that we may 
always bear and receive what you have to say with good 
and clear minds. And whenever we receive any important 
intelligence, we shall always bring it to this council fire. 

"Brothers: You delivered us this pipe. On one side 
the tree of peace, on the other a council fire ; we Indians 
sitting on one side of the fire, and the representatives of 
the Twelve United Colonies upon the other. Tou have 
desired that this pipe may be left at our central council 
house, and that the tree of peace may be planted, and that 
the branches may be so high as to be visible to our allies. 
"Brothers : We thank you, and shall take care to depo- 
site this where you desire; and when we meet to deliberate 
upon business, shall always use this our council pipe. 

"Brothers, attend: In the course of your speech you 
observed that vve of the Six Nations were a wise people, 
and saw a great way before us ; and you asked us, if you 
upon this island were conquered, what would become of 
the Indians. You say you are uncertain of holding your 
present possessions, and that you do not know who may 
enjoy the product of your labour. Now, therefore, bro- 
thers, attend; you, particularly, our brothers of Albany; we 
address ourselves particularly to you. You, our brothers 
of Albany, have taken two pieces of land from us, without 
any reward, not so much as a single pipe. We therefore 
desire you will restore them, and put us into peaceable pos- 
sessionagain. If you refuse to do this, we shall look upon 
the prospect to be bad ; for if you conquer you will take us 
by the arm and pull us all off. 

" Now, therefore, as the Twelve United Colonies have 
renewed their covenant of peace, we beg that there may be 
no obstruction upon your parts, but that you would restore 
our land to us, for which, as we said before, you never paid 
us even a single pipe. 

"Brothers: You have now finished your business, and 
we have made short replies. You have kindled up a 
council fire of peace, and have planted a tree of peace 
according to ancient custom. We find that you have 
omitted one thing, which is this: According to our ancient 
custom, whenever a council fire was kindled up, and a tree 
of peace was planted, there was some person appointed to 
watch it. Now, as there is no person appointed to watch 
this tree, we of the Six Nations take upon us to appoint 
one. Let it be the descendant of our ancient friend Queder. 
He has to consider whether he will take the charge of it. 
He that watches this council fire is to be provided with a 
wing, that Ire may brush off all insects that come near it, 
and keep it clean. That is the custom at our central coun- 
cil house ; we have one appointed for that purpose. 

"Brothers : As you have this day renewed the ancient 
covenant of friendship, and have again brightened the an- 
cient chain, renew likewise another ancient custom respect- 
ing the regulation of trade. Let us have a trade at this 
place, and likewise at Schenectady, as it was in former 
times, when we had hold of the old covenant. For then, 
brothers, if our people came down with only a few mus- 
quash skins, they went home with glad hearts. 

"Brothers: Let it be so again; let the Twelve United 
Colonies take this into consideration." — -(A belt often rows 
of wampum.) 

Tiahogwando, an Onondaga Sachem, then spake : 
"Brothers: This is all the Six Nations have to say at 
present'; they would just mention one thing more before 
they break up. The Six Nations look: upon this as a very 
good Ji me jo speak their minds, as here are the representa- 
tives ioTthe Twelve. Colonies. 

" The idispute between the people of New-England and 
Penn s eems t o us Hkely to become a serious affair, and there- 
forejjie _Six Nations take upon themselves to speak ibeir 
minds freely, as they address the inhabitants of the whole 
Continent. Many-years ago, at a council held in Penn- 



sylvania, when Annassateego, that has been before mention- 
ed, was present, Penn desired the Six Nations would sell 
him that piece of land known by the name of Scanandanani 
or Susquehannah. The Indians of the Six Nations refused 
to sell it, saying, the great God would not permit them. 
Therefore they made him a present of that land known by 
the name of Scanandanani. Penn received it, and made 
them valuable presents. After this, Colonel Lydius, a gen- 
tleman employed by the people of Boston, treated with 
some of the Indians, to get that land from them, but he 
never kindled up a council fire upon the occasion. He spoke 
to them whenever he met them, never with more than ten. 
From those he pretended to make a purchase of that tract. 
Governour Penn also, at the great treaty at Fort Sianwix, in 
the year 1768, desired that this land might be his, and 
distributed among the Six Nations, Shawanese, and Caugh- 
nawagas, ten thousand dollars, for which they gave him a 
writing. This is an affair with which all the Six Nations 
are acquainted, and any one would lie who said they knew 
nothing about it. 

" We have taken an opportunity to speak of this matter 
now, as the minds of the whole Continent are now here." 



Friday, September 1, 1775. 
At a treaty held this day with the Indians of the Six 
Nations, at the City of Albany, present: Colonel Fran- 
cis, Colonel Wolcott, Mr. Douw, Commissioners. 

The Commissioners gave the following Answer to the 
Speech delivered by the Indians yesterday : 
"Brothers of the Six Nations : 

" We yesterday heard with pleasure your answer to the 
speech of the Twelve United Colonies, and we return 
thanks to the great Governour of the Universe, that he has 
inclined your hearts to approve and accept of the brotherly 
love offered to you by them. It makes us happy to hear 
so wise and brave a people as our brothers of the Six 
Nations publickly declare their unalterable resolution to 
maintain and support peace and friendship with the Twelve 
United Colonies. This, brothers, you have said, and we 
most sincerely believe you. 

"Brothers: We requested you, Indians of the Six 
Nations, not to interfere in our quarrel. We are not in 
the least doubtful of success, as our cause is good and just. 
We will live or die like men. We can raise an army of 
three hundred thousand fighting men, who are brave, and 
determined not to part with their civil and religious privi- 
leges. Therefore, we now repeat to you, brothers of the 
Six Nations, take care of the strong' 'friendship you have 
now made with the Twelve United Colonies. Let that 
be your care, for peace we wish to establish. 

"Brothers: You yesterday told us, that as the roads in 
your country were opened for you and your brethren of 
the Twelve United Colonies to pass and repass in safety, 
you begged we would not soon defile them with blood. 

"Brothers: Be assured vve have no intention at present 
to spill blood in your country; and it never can happen, 
unless those wicked men, who have come so far from home 
to disturb the peace of the Twelve United Colonies, ap- 
pear there. For, as we are men determined to be free 
or die, we must pursue them until we drive them off this 
island, or until they confirm our ancient privileges. There- 
fore, brothers, rest assured, that whatever may happen be- 
tween us and our enemies, vve will never injure or disturb 
the peace of the iSta: Nations, but preserve invariably, 
even unto death, the friendship that is established. 

"Brothers: You desired yesterday that some of your 
friends of our blood should remain unmolested, particularly 
the Missionary at Fort Hunter, who, you say, does not 
concern himself with the affairs of this world, but is earn- 
estly engaged in instructing you in, the reverence due to 
the Great God who governs the universe; Brothers, such 
a man we love, and we are also desirous of his remaining 
quiet and happy with you. We are^also desirous that all 
the other Missionaries may continue safely among you, and 
instruct you in the gospel, which will be the means of your 
happiness in this world and in the world to come. 

"Brothers : We always looked upon yon, out brothers 
of the Six Nations, to be a wise and capable people in 
conducting business of every kind. We were, therefore, a 
little surprised to hear you say, that no one was appointed 
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by the Twelve United Colonies to attend and watch the 
fire that they had kindled up at this place, when we have 
repeatedly told you that they had appointed five persons, 
whose business it is to attend and preserve it bright and 
clear; and that two of those five lived in this Town, who 
would take particular care of it, and who had full authority 
from the Twelve United Colonies to keep the flame pure 
and bright. For fear you should not have understood us 
fully, we again acquaint you that the Twelve United Co- 
lonies have appointed General Schuyler and Mr, Douw, 
both of this Town, to keep the fire burning, that it may 
illuminate the whole country of the Six Nations, who 
may always see the way down to it, and may sit in peace 
around it. 

" Brothers: You yesterday desired that the trade might 
be again opened at this place and Schenectady. We also 
wish it, and it will be done ; so that you may trade as you 
formerly did, and be able to return home with your goods, 
to your satisfaction. 

" Brothers : You yesterday mentioned some matters 
concerning land claimed by the people of Albany, and 
also land in dispute between Connecticut and Governour 
Penn. We now inform you that we are not authorized 
to transact any business of that kind at present, but will 
represent the matter to the Grand Congress at Philadel- 
phia. 

" Brothers : We have now finished, and let you know 
that the presents that we have brought you from the Twelve 
United Colonies are preparing for you, and when ready 
to be delivered we will acquaint you. Wagons shall be 
provided when you are ready to set off for Schenectady." 
— (Six strings of icampum.) 

After which, each of the different Nations gave the yoe- 
haas. 

Captain Solomon, the Chief of the Stockbridge Indians, 
then addressed the Commissioners as follows : 
" Brothers, appointed by the Twelve United Colonies : 

"We thank you for taking care of us and supplying 
us with provisions since we have been at Albany. De- 
pend upon it, we are true to you, and mean to join you. 
Wherever you go, we will be by your sides. Our bones 
shall lie with yours. We are determined never to be at 
peace with the red coats, while they are at variance with 
you. We have one favour to beg. We should be glad 
if you would help us to establish a Minister among us, that 
when our men are gone to war, our women and children 
may have the advantage of being instructed by him. If 
we are conquered, our lands go with yours ; but if we are 
victorious, we hope you will help us to recover our just 
rights."— (A belt.) 

To which the Commissioners replied : 

"Brothers of Stockbridge : We have heard what 
you have said, and thank you. It is not in our power to 
answer the two questions you have put to us — the first re- 
specting a Minister, the second concerning your lands. We 
say it is not in our power to give you an answer just now ; 
but_wejwill .represent your case to the Continental Con- 
gress, and we dare say they will re-establish you in all your 
just rights." 

Albany, September 1, 1775. 
We, the subscribers, appointed by the honourable the 
Continental Congress as Commissioners for Indian Affairs 
for the Northern Department, do certify that the foregoing 
is a true copy of all matters and proceedings relative to a 
Treaty began with the Indians of the Six Nations and their 
allies, at the German Flats, on Tuesday, the fifteenth day 
of August, 1775, and finished at the City of Albany, on 
Friday, this first day of September, 1775. 

Turbutt Francis, 
Oliver Wolcott, 
Volkert P. Douw. 
Tench Tilohman, 
Sec'y to Commissioners for Northern Dep't. 

Albany, Friday, September 1, 1775. 

This day finished our Treaty with the Indians of the Six 
Nations, and informed them that to-morrow morning the 
Presents from the Twelve United Colonies would be ready 



to be delivered to them, and that Wagons should be pre- 
pared to carry them to Schenectady, whenever they pleased 
to move homewards. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the honourable the 
Continental Congress the Rev. Samuel Kirkland and Mr. 
Dean, for their service in this present Treaty. 

Resolved, That whereas it has been customary to keep 
two Smiths in the Indian country, for the purpose of mend- 
ing their Arms and Utensils, that we recommend it to the 
Continental Congress to appoint two proper persons, with 
adequate salaries. t., tt> „ t i? ™„.,. 

1 lURBUTT t 1 RANCIS, 

Oliver Wolcott, 
Volkert P. Douw. 
Tench Tilghman, 

Sec'y to Commissioners for Northern Dep't. 

Albany Committee Chamber, September 2, 1775. 

"Resolved, That an invitation be immediately sent to the 
Commissioners of Indian Affairs, desiring their attendance 
at the Presbyterian Meeting-House this morning, at eleven 
o'clock, as this Board will then answer the Speech of the 
Indians." 

The Committee, at the time appointed, repaired to the 
Meeting-House, and there delivered, in the presence and 
with the consent and approbation of the Commissioners, 
the following Answer: 

" Brothers of the Six Nations : We beg you will ac- 
quaint us when you are complete. 

"Brothers : We suppose it will not be insisted upon 
to repeat the whole of your speech, as we conceive it 
unnecessary, and therefore shall only take notice of the 
material parts. 

" Brothers : You said that you were glad to see us at 
this place on the 25th August, in consequence of our in- 
vitation, and that you were glad to see some sparks of the 
old council fire yet remained, and that you rejoiced even 
to excess to find it so. 

"Brothers: We thank you for your kind congratulations 
and salutations at meeting us here, and rejoice in the op- 
portunity you have given us at this time of meeting one 
another in friendship and peace, to talk of old times and 
renew our ancient treaty. 

"Brothers: We are happy to find that you so readily 
accepted our request to come and see us, and that you 
have had so much patience and behaved so orderly during 
your short stay among us. 

" Brothers : At the conference of our Deputies with you 
at the German Flats, they showed you some old belts of 
wampum which you expressed a desire to see... Here are 
those belts, and we hope even time will not wear them 
out. This is the belt given by the Oneida Nation, and is 
the old covenant between the whole Oneida Nation and 
Gorah Queder. This is the belt that was given by the 
Indian called Kayiuguaraghtoh, in behalf of the Six Na- 
tions. 

"Brothers, attend: In your speech you further ob- 
served that you had long since taken a resolution to take 
no active part in the present contest for liberty. We do 
not offer to censure you for your conduct, but admire your 
wisdom, praise your pacifick disposition, and hope you will 
have fortitude to maintain and persevere in it. — (^4 belt.) 

" Brothers : You further said tliat the road to the west- 
ward you heard by the bird was to be stopped up. This 
matter is beyond our limits. The Commissioners of the 
Twelve United Colonies having spoken to you at large 
about the roads, that they shall be left open ;we entirely 
agree with them in this, and therefore shall add nothing on 
this point, and return the belt. 

" Brothers: You said, further, and delivered us this belt, 
that you were anxious about and concerned for your Min- 
ister, Mr. Kirkland, and asked our advice about his re- 
maining among you, who we do not see that you should 
be deprived of without your consent, any more than the 
Mohawk Tribe should be deprived of their Missionary: 
We highly approve of your concern for the Ministers of the 
gospel, and your attachment for the pure precepts and doc- 
trine of Christianity. But if your Minister is removed, we 
should fear the consequence, it would certainly give' occa- 
sion of jealousy to your brethren, the white people, that 
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you Indians were not well disposed. Therefore it is our 
ardent wish that they may all remain among you, as your 
teachers and instructers in virtue, piety, and true religion ; 
and we hope you may benefit and profit by their instruc- 
tion.— {Al>elt.) 

" Brothers : Before any Commissioners were appointed 
by the Twelve United Colonies, from the disagreeable con- 
dition of our country and the ancient friendship and alliance 
subsisting between us, commenced in the days of your an- 
cestors and gyxJ^efathers, we took upon us, as the repre- 
sentatives of the people of the City and County of Albany, 
to give you an invitation to pay us a friendly visit, that we 
might have an opportunity of seeing you here, at the place 
where the first lire was kindled, that we might rake up 
the old ashes, and not suffer .it to extinguish, but renew 



endeavour to show that the accusation is groundless, by 
a few remarks. The lands alluded to are granted by the 
Charter of Albany ; we never heard that any of your na- 
tion have been dispossessed or driven off those lands, but 
you hitherto have and still enjoy those lands, without the 
least interruption. 

" Brothers : As we observed before, the matter cannot 
properly come before us, but belongs to another body, and 
therefore the application to us is improper. However, give 
us leave to say, that instead of complaining, we think the 
Mohawks, if they considered their ovvn interest and that 
of their posterity, and would be candid, must acknow- 
ledge the truth of the fact, and rejoice at this day that 
they have had such faithful guardians and trustees ; for if 
it had not been so, who would have enjoyed these lands 



the old covenant chain, and make it shine with brighter now? There have been complaints concerning this mat- 
ter before, and inquiries into it before proper tribunals ; and 
for your information, and that of the curious, we refer to 
the proceedings of the House of Assembly of this Colony, 
and also to the minutes taken on a conference between 
the Corporation of this City and yourselves, at which Sir 
William Johnson was present ; and therefore return you 
the belt." 



lustre. 

" Brothers : We are happy to find from your speech 
that you still retain that affection for us which a well-found- 
ed friendship will naturally produce, and which we hope, 
from our conduct towards you, is not unmerited ; and we 
rejoice to find that you feel for our distresses, and lament 
the unnatural quarrel of brethren, which you express so 
warmly by a desire of an amicable settlement. 

" Brothers : Time will not permit us at present to men- 
tion to you how and on what occasion the first covenant 
was made between your and our forefathers. They have 
never deserted you, but kept their covenants and agree- 
ments with you ; nor do we mean to act otherwise on our 
part. 

" Brothers : This covenant, afterwards improved upon, 
was confirmed between you and us in the year 1665, one 
year after this Country went over to the Crown of Eng- 
land. Since this you have, from time to time, admitted 
into your chain the Tuscaroras, and most, if not all, the 
Twelve United Colonies. 

"Brothers : There are five gentlemen, Commissioners, 
appointed by the Twelve United Colonies, at the Grand 
Council at Philadelphia ; the management of the publick 
business in the Indian Department now belongs to them. 
These gentlemen have informed you of the nature of the 
dispute between Great Britain and this Country, and 
testified their desire of keeping up the council fire between 

" Brothers: We know it is customary, at the renewal of 
any covenants between us, that a present should follow. 
We now make it known to you that the goods you will 
receive of the Commissioners of the Twelve United Colo- 
nies are partly ours. We pay our proportionable part 
towards them ; so that what you receive from them is from 
us also. We are the same ; there is no distinction. 

" Brothers : If our memory does not fail, we think that 
when we invited two or three of each of our brethren, the 
Six Nations, to come down here, we also desired that you 
would acquaint us what had passed in the Congress held 
at Oswego, which as yet we know nothing of. You say, 
indeed, that you are glad we are peaceably inclined, as well 
as Colonel Johnson; but you have told us nothing else that 
was transacted there, which we had expected, and do wish 
that our brothers conceal nothing from us, especially as you 
called God to witness for the truth of what you said. 

" Brothers of the Six Nations, and you the Mohawks 
in particular ; We apprehend the bird Tslcleleli has been 
busy again ; he seems to be a mischievous bird, and ought 
not to be nourished or entertained. In your answers to 
the Commissioners you addressed yourselves to the inhabi- 
tants of Albany, complaining that they had taken from you 
two pieces of land, without giving the value of a pipe of 
tobacco for them, and that you desired they would restore 
you to the peaceable possession of them ; and that the 
Commissioners would look into this matter, and afford you 
relief. .The lapd you speak of we suppose to be Ticon- 
deroga. 

"Brothers: This is a matter foreign to the business we 
met upon, and we are not authorized or qualified to enter 
upon the subject; it is a business that belongs to the Cor- 
poration of Albany; yet, as we may be considered the 
representatives of ..the people at large, our entire silence 
may be construed into guilt of the heavy charge fixed upon 
us. For your satisfaction, as well as of the audience, we will 



To which they returned the following Answer, by Abra- 
ham, Chief of the Mohaioks, speaker : 

"Brothers of Albany: We return you thanks for your 
speech, and that you have informed us that the Twelve 
United Colonies, by their Commissioners, have opened all 
the roads; and we now take for granted that the communi- 
cation at Fort Stanwix is riot to be shut up, and that the 
Neiv-England people never will do it. This, brethren, 
has been the occasion of some anxiety in the minds of the 
Six Nations. 

"Brothers of the Six Nations, attend; you, also, the 
People of Albany; and you, the Twelve United Colonics, 
by your Commissioners : 

" Last spring Colonel Johnson informedus that the New- 
England people were near him, to take Inm prisoner; 
upon which, we, like people intoxicated, took up our 
guns and ran to assist him, as he was our Superintend- 
ent. But, brethren, as it happened in the manner be- 
forementioned, we hope you will look upon it in that 
light. We, the Six Nations, have now made and renew- 
ed our ancient covenants. The proceedings just now men- 
tioned have brought me down. I have made a proper 
acknowledgment to the Six Nations, and now do the same 
to you ; and I hope you will raise me up again. The news 
I was just speaking of came not from a bird, but from your 
own people. 

"Brothers of Albany, fwther attend: I shall only 
make a short reply to your speech relating to the lands ; 
many agreeable things are therein. You further say, that 
you never heard that any of us were drove off those lands. 
There is one thing which was not so agreeable ; it is the 
TsMeleli. You, brothers, know how that matter is; and 
in case I was to answer that part of your speech, it might, 
perhaps, draw us into an argument ; and as you are not, as 
you say, the proper body to which we ought to have ap- 
plied, and as you have referred us to former proceedings, 
we shall close. 

" Brothers of Albany : We, the Six Nations, now tell 
you that it is at your pleasure to call on us, and we will 
inform you of what passed in the Congress at Oswego." 

Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman of the Committee, re- 
plied : 

" Brothers of the Six Nations : We are now ready to 
hear it, and should be glad you would inform us," 

Abraham, the Mohawk Chief, then proceeded : 

"Brothers of Albany: You sent for us to inform you 
of what passed at Oswego, but you have not, since we 
have been down, desired it ; we have always been ready; 
and as you have not asked us, we wiJLnow tell you, and 
think it our duty, as we look upon it that God will punish 
us, if we conceal any thing from you. 

" Brothers : The transactions of that treaty were very 
publick ; the Shawanese were there, and some from De- 
troit. Mr. Johnson told us that the fire kindled there was 
a fire of peace ; that all the white people were the Kind's 
subjects ; and that it seemed they were Intoxicated. Mr. 
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Johnson also told us, that the white people were all got 
drunk, and that God's judgment hung over them ; but did 
not know on which side it would fall. Mr. Johnson fur- 
ther told us that the council fire was kindled, on account 
of the present dispute, and desired us not to interfere, as 
we were brothers, and begged of us to sit still and main- 
tain peace; this is what Colonel Johnson told us at that 
council fire. He also said he had his eye on Mr. Kirk- 
land ; that he was gone to Philadelphia, and along the 
sea-coast; that he was become a great soldier and a leader. 
Is this a Minister? says he; do you think your Minister 
minds your soul ? No. By the time he comes to Phila- 
delphia he will be a great warriour, and when he returns 
he will be the Chief of all the Five Nations. 

" Brothers : There were present five people of Detroit, 
five from Caitghnawnga, and two of the Shawanese. 
Colonel Johnson told them that by the time he returned 
from Canada they should have all their men there, and 
he would then kindle a council fire ; and desired them also 
not to take any part in this dispute, as it was a quarrel 
between brothers. Mr. Johnson also told them that this 
council fire was kindled upon peace ; and that it seemed, 
by reason of the white people's intoxication, that God's 
judgment hung over them. He also told us that he was 
foinc to the Governour of Canada, who was of a different 
opinion from him, but would talk with him ; and further 
said that he would tell the Caughnawaga Indians the same 
he told us ; and for that purpose desired that two of each 
nation might go along and hear it. He likewise desired 
us to consider which way we would have our trade — whe- 
ther up this river, or from Canada. He at the same time 
assured us that we should not suffer for want of goods, as 
we were not concerned nor had any band in the present 
dispute. He also mentioned something about the council 
fires — he said there are two fires which you will keep your 
eyes upon ; and if they call you down to Albany, don't you 
go ; for they will deceive you, and tell you a great many 
fine stories. We _ are very glad that your language and 
Colonel Johnson's so well agree." 

Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE COMMISSIONERS FOH INDIAN 

AFFAIRS. 

[Read before Congress, September 13, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, August 31, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Captain Balcer, of the unenlisted Green 
Mountain Boys, having been heretofore employed by me 
on a scout to Canada, with the view only to gain intelli- 
gence, and with express orders not to molest the Cana- 
dians or Indians, lately went into that country, without my 
leave, with a party of five men, and discovering a boat 
manned by an equal number of Indians, (by authentick 
intelligence sent me from Canada 1 learn they were of the 
Caughnawaga Tribe,) attempted to fire on them; but his 
gun missing, and he putting his head from behind the tree 
where he stood, in order to hammer his flint, received a 
shot in his forehead, of which he immediately expired. 
Upon which his party fired, and unfortunately killed two 
of the Indians. This event, my Canadian correspondent 
informs me, has induced some of the Indians of that tribe 
to join the regular forces at St. John's. What the conse- 
quence of Baker's imprudence will be is hard to foresee. 
It behooves us, however, to attempt to eradicate from the 
minds of the Indians any evil impressions they may have 
imbibed from this mortifying circumstance. But what 
measures to take (o gain so desirable an end, I am utterly 
at a loss to determine. Perhaps a few Indians of the Six 
Nations might be willing to join the Army under my com- 
mand, or a peaceable message to those of Canada. And 
as this account will most certainly reach the Six Nations, 
I believe it may be most prudent to prepare them for 
it, in such a maimer as you, who can be assisted with 
the best advice at Albany, shall determine. You will be 
pleased to forward a copy of this letter, by express, to Con- 
gress, to whom L would have wrote, was not my time so 
wholly engrossed, in the necessary preparations for moving 
the remainder of. the Army, which I have ordered to em- 
bark this afternoon and to-morrow morning, and with which 
I propose to take possession of the Mc-au-Noix, till more 



artillery can be sent to me, I having sent down only four 
twelve-pounders, the others not being in readiness. 
I am, Gentlemen, yours, fcc, p HiLip g CHUYLER . 

P. S. Please to communicate no more of this letter 
than is absolutely necessary to any body. 

Pawlus Hook, opposite New- York, September 6, 1775. 

Sir: I received this letter on Saturday last, just as I 
was leaving Albany, after completing the business with the 
Six Nations. As I must go on slowly, I think it proper 
to send it by the post ; but I hope to be In Philadelphia 
by Sunday next, at farthest, and on Tuesday to be able to 
present to the Congress an account of our proceedings. 

I have the honour to be, with respect, your obedient 
servant, Ttjrbutt Francis. 

To Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress. 

VOLKERT P. DOUW TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read, September 25, 1775.] 

Albany, September 6, 1775. 

Sir: After the Commissioners had finished their treaty 
with the Six Nations, they received a letter from General 
Schuyler, of which they sent you a copy by Colonel Fran- 
cis, who, when it came to hand, was just ready to leave 
this place. Colonel Wolcott and self thought proper to 
communicate part of the contents of General Schuyler's 
letter to the Indians. Enclosed you have a copy of our 
speech to them, in consequence of it, and their answer, 
and also their intended speech to the Caughnawaga In- 
dians. They have also deputed four of their warriours to 
wait on General Schuyler immediately, and by his direc- 
tion they are to proceed to Caughnawaga. I am, Sir, 

your most humble servant, v r> t> 

J ' VOLKERT r. Douw. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 

A Speech to the Chiefs and Warriours of the Six Na- 
tions, from the Commissioners, in consequence of Gen- 
eral Schuyler's Letter from Ticonderoga, by express, 
dated August 31, 1775. 

" Brothers: We are now assembled to smoke a pipe, 
and the subject of our meeting at this time is important 
and affecting. 

" Brothers : You remember when we rekindled the 
ancient council fire at this place, and settled all matters, 
we agreed that whatever intelligence should be received 
from any quarter, and might be depended upon, was, to be 
disclosed at this council fire; and whenever any thing dis- 
agreeable should fall out between us, the Twelve United 
Provinces, and the Six Nations, with their allies, we were 
immediately to seek measures for reconciliation. Agree- 
able to this settlement, we now inform you of the sad news 
received from General Schuyler, who is one of our body, 
and went from us the other day; the news is distressing lo 
us. The letter from General Schuyler is this : That a 
party of five men went from Ticonderoga, of their own 
motion, without any orders, towards St. John's, and in their 
travels along the lake discovered a canoe of five men, and 
discerned some of the party to be Indians. The Captain 
of the party, who went off without orders, attempted to 
fire at the party in the canoe ; but his gun missing fire, he 
hammers his flint, and then looks from behind [he tree 
where he stood, and was instantly shot in the forehead by 
some one in the canoe, and expired in a moment; his four 
men then returned the fire, and killed two Indians who 
were in this canoe ; it is said they were of the Caughna- 
waga Tribe. This, brothers, is the melancholy news ; it 
is what we never designed.or expected. General Schuy- 
ler, being of the Commissioners, judged it proper and expe- 
dient, for the preservation of our covenant chain, that the 
Six Nations should be immediately acquainted with this un- 
happy news ; he hopes you will compose your minds, and 
consider well the circumstances of what has now happened. 
The party had no orders even to go out, and much less 
any directions for what they have perpetrated. It is far 
from General Schuyler's intention to pluck one hair from 
an Indian's head, or to spill one drop of Indian blood. lie 
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therefore 4^i££ s — lb.? -iSfe. Nations - i9 turn QiiLgne, or two 
■from each tribe, to go immediately to Ticonderoga and 
Caughnawaga, and assist him in settling this matter with the 
Caughnawagas, that peace may be preserved between the 
English and Indians, agreeable to the desire and direction 
of the Twelve United Provinces, whom we now represent." 
Answer of the Indians : 

"Brothers, Commissioners appointed by the Twelve Uni- 
ted Colonies, attend : We take the liberty now to instruct 
you here to settle this unhappy affair. You are first to 
pull the hatchet out of the head of the deceased, dig up 
a pine tree, and then throw the hatchet into the hole; this 
is to be, , done,, with, a white belt. By a second belt you 
must say 'you cover the dead bodies and the hatchet in the 
same grave, never to be found again.' The second belt 
must be large. 

" Brothers, the Commissioners appointed by the Twelve 
United Provinces, attend : As we. had already got through 
our publick business, and so happily, every thing to our 
mutual satisfaction, we did not expect to be called together 
again. But, brothers, an affair has happened which again 
calls for our publick attention. Accidents will happen ; it 
is not in our power to prevent them. The occasion of this 
meeting is truly melancholy; yet we thank you that you 
have called us together, and given us the earliest intelli- 
gence of this sorrowful affair. We are certainly satisfied 
as to our brother Mr. Schuyler's disposition towards us ; 
we cannot but think it is entirely foreign from his inten- 
tion that one drop of Indian blood should be spilt in the 
present quarrel." 



Their intended Speech to the Caughnawagas: 

"Brothers of Caughnawaga, attend: We have been 
upon a treaty with our brethren, the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by the Twelve United Provinces, who have spoke 
with us altogether of peace. Just as we had finished 
our publick business, news of your misfortune reached out 
ears. - : " - 1:1 _ T - - 

Brothers: We beg you to compose yourselves, and possess 
your minds in peace. We are assured nothing is designed 
against you ; what has been done was entirely without the 
orders or even the knowledge of the great Warriours, i. e. 
the commanders at Ticonderoga or Crown Point. There- 
fore, brothers, we hope you will not lay it too much (o 
heart, but for the present sit still until the unhappy affair 
may be settled. In the mean time, brothers, we do 
by this belt invite you down to our central council house, 
where we will communicate to you the transactions of this 
Congress, and confer together on other affairs. And for 
the greater despatch, brothers, we desire you will rise di- 
rectly, and send a few only of your people to our central 
council fire as soon as possible." 

September 3, 1775. 

By a request of the Six Nations, this day made to us, 
we appoint Mr. Dean to go to Onondaga, to recapitulate 
what has been said to the Indians by the Commissioners 
at the council fire at Albany, when they shall have their 
great meeting, in which the whole Six Nations shall be 
made acquainted with the proceedings of the Commission- 
ers appointed by the Continental Congress. 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Tuesday, August 1, 1775. 

At a_ meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Owen Biddle, Robert White, Tho- 
mas Wharton, Richard Reiley, Benjamin Bartholomew, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., Robert Morris, Andrew Allen, John 
Cadwatlader : 

The Committee appointed yesterday to borrow a sum 
of Money from the Wardens of the Port, report, that Mr. 
Peter Reeve, Treasurer to the Wardens, will lend this Com- 
mittee the sum of Three Thousand Five Hundred Pounds. 

Resolved, That the Members present sign a Promissory 
Note, payable on demand to the said Peter Reeve, for the 
said sum of Three Thousand Five Hundred Pounds bor- 
rowed of him ; which Note was signed accordingly. 

Resolved, That the Colonels of the different Battalions 
in this City be requested to order a Night Guard over the 
Powder in the new Jail, and a guard on Sundays at the 
same place. 

Resolved, That Captain Nicholas Biddle be appointed to 
the command of the Boat called the Franklin, now build- 
ing by Emanuel Eyres; and that Captain John Hamilton 
be appointed to the command of the Boat called the Con- 
gress, now building by Emanuel Eyres : and that Captain 
Dougherty, now commander of the Boat Experiment, be 
removed to the Boat called the Washington, now building 
by Mr. John Wharton; and that Allen Moore, Lieutenant 
of the Boat Experiment, be appointed commander of the 
said Boat. 

Wednesday, August 2, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — ■ 
Benjamin Franklin, Owen Biddle, Benjamin Bartho- 
lomew, Francis Johnson, Richard Reiley, Samuel Morris, 
Jun., Thos. Wharton, Jun., Robert Morris, Daniel Rober- 
deau, John Cadwallader, Robert White, George Gray: 

Mr. Robert Morris reports that he has received Three 
Thousand Five Hundred Pounds from Mr. Peter Reeve, 
Treasurer of the Wardens of the Fort, for which he has 
given a receipt to the Board. 

Mr. George Taylor attended this Board, and offers to 
make and deliver Cannon Ball, at the rate of twenty Pounds 
per ton. 

Mr. Biddle is desired to acquaint Mr. Taylor that this 
Board will inform themselves of the price that Ball may be 
had at, but think the price he mentions is too high. 



Colonel Roberdeau will speak to Mr. David Potts, re- 
specting the price that Cannon Ball may be made and 
delivered at. 

Thursday, August 3, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, President of the Day; Daniel Roberdeau, 
Anthony Wayne, Francis Johnson, John Cadwallader, 
Robert White, Richard Reiley, Benjamin Bartholomew, 
George Gray, Andrew Allen, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Owen Biddle, Samuel Morris, Jun. : 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau and Mr. Owen Bid- 
dle purchase twenty-eight tons of Cannon Ball, of the fol- 
lowing sizes: thirty-two pounders, twenty-four pounders, 
eighteen pounders. 

On motion of Col. Wayne, that any Member who may- 
have any thing to offer to this Board should address the 
Chair; which motion was agreed to, and ordered to be 
minuted. 

Major Bayard and Major Johnson delivered in a Memo- 
rial from a number of the Committee of the City, Liberties, 
and County of Philadelphia, and the body of 'Officers of the 
several Battalions in the said City, Liberties, and County; 
and, on debate, it is agreed, that the objects recommended 
in said Memorial do come properly under the notice of this 
Board, and will be taken into consideration. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That Doctor Franklin, Andrew 
Allen, Colonel Cadwallader, Colonel Wayne, Colonel Ross, 
Colonel Roberdeau, and Major Johnson, be a Committee 
to prepare a draught of Rules and Regulations for the good 
government of the Associators of this Province; and the 
said Committee are desired to form a draught of a recom- 
mendation from this Board to such persons as have not 
associated, and who come within the description of the Re- 
solvesof the Congress of the eighteenth of July, to join the 
Associators without further loss of time. 

Upon application of Mr. Robert Erwin for six pounds of 
Gunpowder, for the use of the Hospital and Jail, it is agreed 
that he should have an order on Robert Towers for the 
same; which order was accordingly drawn and delivered. 

Mr. Owen Biddle produced two Letters from Bucks 
County, one from three of the Assessors and one Commis- 
sioner of said County, informing this Board that at a meet- 
ing of Commissioners and Assessors, there appeared a 
majority for not carrying the Resolution of Assembly, for 
providing three hundred stand of Arms, into execution. A 
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debate arising in consequence of these Letters, it was, after 
deliberation, 

Resolved, That the Board of Commissioners and Asses- 
sors for the County of Bucks be summoned to appear be- 
fore this Board on Wednesday, the ninth instant, at ten 
o'clock, A. M., at the Lodge in the City of Philadelphia, 
and that each Commissioner and Assessor be served as 
soon as possible with a copy of this minute. 

Resolved, That the Committee for providing Powder, 
Arms, Sic, be desired to procure from the French or Spa- 
nish West-Indies, two thousand stand of good Fire-Arms. 

Friday, August 4, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 

Benj. Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Benj. Bartholomew, 
Richard .Reiley, Robert White, Robert Morris, John Cad- 
wallader, Thos. Wharton, Jun., Ant. Wayne, Geo. Gray : 

Upon reconsidering the Resolves of yesterday, respect- 
ing the Commissioners and Assessors of Bucks County, it 
is agreed that this Board will stop their proceedings thereon 
for a few days. 

Resolved, That Morgan Busteed cast and deliver to this 
Committee two Howitzers, agreeable to the draught offered 
by him to this Board. 

Resolved, That Colonel Dickinson, Colonel Roberdeau, 
and Colonel Cadwallader, inquire of the Associators, who 
have the Provincial Muskets in their hands, if they are wil- 
ling to enter into the service of this Province on board the 
boats to be employed for the defence thereof; if they re- 
fuse, then that they be desired to deliver the said Arms to 
their respective Colonels, for the use of those men that 
may enter into the said service. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Wheeler make one hundred 
Pikes, to be made use of on board the different boats, agree- 
able to the pattern produced to this Board. 

Saturday, August 5, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benj. Franklin, Robert White, Richard Reiley, Owen 
Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, George Gray, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Andrew Allen : 

Mr. Owen Biddle presented to this Board, from Mr. 
Robert Smith, a model of a Machine for lowering and 
raising Ballast into and out of the Chevaux-de-Frise, to be 
sunk in this river ; for which Mr. Biddle is desired to re- 
turn to Mr. Smith the thanks of this Board. 

Tuesday, August 8, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, George Ross, 
Anthony Wayne, John Cadwallader, Robert White, George 
Gray, Andrew Allen, Robert Morris : 

Mr. Robert Towers attended the Board, with a Return 
of the Powder under his care, by which it appears there is 
twenty-two hundred and forty-four and a half pounds of 
Powder in store. 

Col. Cadwallader delivered to this Board, John Nixon, 
Chairman pro tempore to the City Committee, his order 
to the Powder Committee, to deliver to this Board what 
Powder they may have in their care. 

Doctor Franklin delivered a Letter to this Board, from 
three of the Assessors . and one Commissioner, which was 
read and answered this day. 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle and Colonel Cadwal- 
lader apply to the City Committee for what Lead and 
Flints they may have in their possession, and request their 
account of the cost of the same. 

Resolved, That the Powder Committee endeavour to 
informjhemselves what quantity of Lead may be procured 
in this City, and that they purchase fifty tons of that article. 

Wednesday, August 9, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Owen Biddle, Robert White, An- 
drew AMen, Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwallader, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., Robert Morris, Anthony Wayne, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., George Gray: 



Upon the application of Doctor Franklin to tlnV'Board 
for a quantity of Gunpowder, for the use of the Troops 
under the command of Colonel Schuyler, 

Resolved, That the twenty-two hundred and forty-four 
and a half pounds of Gunpowder, now in the Magazine, 
under the care of Mr. Robert Towers, be immediately 
sent; and that a proper team be provided to lake said 
Powder, and to be attended on the road by Thomas Aply, 
until he receive orders from Colonel Schuyler. 

Sundry Letters were read, from York County, concern- 
ing the Military Associations, requesting Commissions to be 
sent for the Officers of that County. 

A Letter read from Carlisle, of the 27th July, directed to 
Michael Hillegas, Esq., and signed by John Montgomery, 
requesting the pattern Gun and Resolves of the Assembly 
to be sent to the Commissioners and Assessors of Cumber- 
land County. 

One other Letter was produced, directed to Mr. Hille- 
gas, from Mr. Edmonds, of Northampton County, request- 
ing the pattern Muskets, Knapsacks, and Cartridge-Boxes, 
might be sent for that County. 

On motion, it is agreed that this Committee meet in 
future at nine o'clock in the morning. 

Thursday, August 10, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Thos. Wharton, Jun., Robert White, 
Andrew_ Allen, John Cadwallader, Robert Morris, Daniel 
Roberdeau, George Gray: 

The Committee appointed to inquire what quantity of 
Lead could be procured in this City, report that they can- 
not find more than five hundred weight of that article. 

Upon application of the Powder Committee for a sum 
of Money to reimburse them the large sums they are in 
advance, and for payment of other their engagements, 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on Michael Hillegas, 
Esq., Treasurer to this Board, in favour of Messrs. Robert 
Morris and Thos. Wharton, Jun., for the sum of Twenty- 
Five Thousand Pounds ; which was accordingly done, and 
signed by the President. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to procure 
Gunpowder, &c, do, as soon as possible, import fifty tons 
of Lead. 

Doctor Franklin undertook to write to Col. Schuyler, to 
know if any of the Lead that was at Ticonderoga could, be 
had for the use of this Province, and to request a supply 
if it can be spared. 

Friday, August 11, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, George Gray, Owen Biddle, Ro- 
bert Morris, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Robert White, John 
Cadwallader, Samuel Morris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, and 
George Ross. 

A Report from Robert Towers was laid before the Board, 
expressing that he delivered to Mr. Thomas Aply the quan- 
tity and kinds of Powder following, viz: Musket Powder, 
three hundred and eighty-two pounds ; Cannon Powder, 
seventeen hundred and fifty-four pounds — twenty-one hun- 
dred and thirty-six pounds of Powder. 

Doctor Franklin and Mr. Owen Biddle report, that they 
yesterday sent the above Powder to Col. Schuyler, attended 
by the abovementioned Thomas Aply. 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Towers be appointed Com- 
missary of the Magazine and Military Stores of this Pro- 
vince, and that he have a salary of fifty Pounds per year ; 
and that Mr. Andrew Allen and Mr, Robert Morris be 
appointed to draw up Instructions and a Commission for 
him. 

That the Order from the Committee of the City and 
Liberties, to the Powder Committee of that Board, be de- 
livered to the Commissary; and that he take the Powder 
that they deliver into his care, and report the quantity 
to this Board. , lil; 

That Owen Biddle, Samuel Morris, and George Gray, 
be a Committee to prove the Powder made by Mr. Lush 
and Mr. Oswell Eve ; and that Robert Towers, Commis- 
sary, attend them. 
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Saturday, August 19, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Owen Biddle, R. Morris, Thomas 

Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun ., George Gray, George 

Ross, Robert White, Daniel Roberdeau. 

At a second meeting of the Committee, in consequence 
of the arrival of three Ministerial Officers in the Ship Hope, 
George Curwin Master, from Cork, Present: Benjamin 
Franklin, Owen Biddle, Dan'l Roberdeau, George Gray, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., Andrew Allen, Robert Morris, Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jun., George Ross, Robert White : 

An Order was issued from this Board to Captain Wil- 
liam Bradford, of the Second Battalion, for him to take 
into his custody Major Christopher French, Ensign John 
Rotton, Ministerial Officers, and Terence McDermott, Ca- 
det in the Ministerial Army, with their attendants, and 
bring them before this Board. 

Resolved, That the meeting of this Committee be ad- 
journed to three o'clock, then to meet at Smith's Tavern, 
where Captain Bradford is desired to conduct the above- 
mentioned Officers. 

Agreeable to the adjournment of this day, the Members 
then present met at Smith's Tavern. 

In consequence of the order issued to Captain Brad- 
ford this day, the Officers therein mentioned were taken 
into custody, and brought to this Board, from Gloucester; 
and, upon mature deEberation, finding that the said Chris- 
topher French, Major in His Majesty's Twenty-Second 
Regiment of Foot, John Rotton, Ensign in His Majesty's 
Forty-Seventh Regiment of Foot, and Terence McDer- 
mott, a Volunteer in His Majesty's Army, having design- 
edly come hither with an intention of joining the Ministerial 
Army at Boston, under the command of General Gage, 
who is now acting in a hostile and cruel manner against His 
Majesiy^ American subjects, 

It is Resolved, To prevent the said Officers and Volun- 
teer becoming additional instruments of oppression, that 
they shall respectively sign the following instrument of 
writing, viz : 

I, Christopher French, Major of His Majesty's Twenty- 
Second Regiment of Foot, a prisoner in the power of the 
Committee of Safety for the Province of Pennsylvania, and 
being kindly treated and protected by them, and enlarged 
on parole, do hereby solemnly promise and engage, on the 
honour of a soldier and a gentleman, that 1 will not bear 
arms against the American United Colonies, in any man- 
ner whatever, for the space of twelve months, or until I 
may be exchanged ; nor will I, during that time, take any 
measures to give intelligence to General Gage or the Bri- 
tish Ministry, or to any person or persons whatever, relative 
to American affairs, but will proceed, with all convenient 
expedition, to the camp of General Washington, and sub- 
mit myself to his further directions ; and that I will not, 
directly or indirectly, attempt to procure any person or 
persons whatever to rescue me, and that I will not go on 
board any British ship of war during the continuance of my 
engagement not to bear arms. 

Philadelphia, August 12, 1775. 

The above engagements being drawn up, were presented 
to the said Officers and Cadet, and were approved of and 
signed by them, respectively; they requesting a certified 
copy of the same, it was agreed to, and delivered them. 

Major Christopher French having, among other engage- 
ments, given his parole to render himself with all conveni- 
ent speed at the Camp of General Washington, and there 
to submit himself to*the disposition of the said General, 
but requesting, as a favour, that it may be certified in his 
behalf that he previously claimed the being considered as 
no prisoner at war, he having come hither without any 
knowledge of the hostilities between the Army and the 
people of America, and not being taken in arms: We, in 
compliance with his request, do certify that he did make 
the said claim, but after his being informed that hostih'ties 
had been commenced in America, he declaring that if he 
joined his corps he should act as his superiour officers 
directed, his claim was overruled, and thereupon gave his 
paTole as aforesaid. 

Dated August 12. 1775, and signed by the President. 

There being imported in said Ship Hope, Capt. Curwin, 



the following packages of Goods, viz : Six Bales for the 
40th Regiment; two Bales for do. ; one Box fordo., James 
Morrison; one Box for 45th Regiment, Captain Moore; 
two Boxes for do., Ensign Percy ; one Valise for 44th Re- 
giment; six Bales for 22d Regiment; one Chest and one 
Trunk for do., Wm. Stapleton; one Chest, one Trunk, and 
one Portmanteau, for do., George Clighorn ; one Box with- 
out mark or number; Baggage for Lieutenant Archibald 
French. Officers' Baggage : Two Trunks and one Valise 
for Major French; one Trunk, two Canteens, one Bed-Box, 
and one Hat-Case, for Ensign Rotton; two Trunks, one 
Bed-Box, one small Box, and one Valise, for Cadet Mc- 
Dermott ; which Goods being for the use of the Army under 
the command of General Gage, and Baggage belonging to 
the Officers who came in said Ship, 

It is Resolved, That the said Goods, brought from said 
Ship in one of the armed boats of this. Province, shall be 
stored till this Committee shall receive directions from the 
Continental Congress for the disposal of the same, unless 
it may be thought necessary by this Committee, before the 
meeting of the said Congress, to remove or otherwise dis- 
pose of them ; and that this Committee write to General 
Washington, informing him of the transactions of this Board 
relative to the said Officers and Goods. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau desire Captain Wil- 
liam Bradford to deliver the Baggage belonging to Major 
French, Ensign Rotton, and Mr. McDermott, a Volunteer, 
when required. 

Upon application of the Officers and Volunteer, now on 
their parole, that they should be furnished with a copy of 
the instruments of writing they signed, it was agreed to, 
and they were accordingly furnished with them. 

Monday, August 14, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, George Ross, 
Owen Biddle, Robert White, GeorgeGray, Robert Morris, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, Jun., and Andrew 
Allen : 

Resolved, That Robert Towers go to G ermantown, and 
see if the Powder there is in a secure place ; if it is, he is to 
let it continue there, and report the quantity to this Board. 

Colonel Roberdeau, agreeably to request, inquired into 
the character of Mr. Thompson, and finds that he bears the 
character of an honest man. 

Major French made application that he might take with 
him the packages that came in Captain Curwin, for the 
use of the Twenty-Second and Fortieth Regiments, as well 
as those directed to the different Officers in Boston ; which 
was refused him, the same being included in the Resolves 
respecting the Clothing, &c, intended for the Army at 
Boston. 

Resolved, That the list of Medicines recommended by 
the Physicians of the Hospital, that may be had in this place, 
be approved of, and that Mr. Bass furnish them for the use 
of the six hundred men to be employed on board the armed 
boats; and that Mr. Bass put up said Medicines in conve- 
nient boxes, and keep them, in his possession till furthei 
orders. '..."_'.: 

Tuesday, August 15, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Wharf on, Jan., Robert 
Morris, Andrew Allen, Anthony Wayne, George Gray, 
Robert White, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle : 

Upon application of Messrs. Mead h, Co., who produced 
a Letter from the Purser of the Nautilus for the supplying 
him with Soap, Candles, and Port Wine, for the use of 
said Ship, it was allowed that they might supply them with 
the following quantities, viz : orie hogshead Port Wine, four 
hundred weight Candles, and one hundred weight Soap. 

Mr. Owen Biddle produced an Order from the City 
Committee, signed by George Clymer, for the Lead and 
Flints they have in their possession ; which Order was de- 
livered to the Com.missary,. with directions to make a Re- 
turn to this Board of the quantity of each articTe^he should 
receive. 

Captain Willing and Captain Wharton offered their ser- 
vices to this Board, to attend Major French, Ensign Rott$n> 
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and Volunteer McDermott, to the Camp of General Wash- 
ington, on condition of their expenses being paid ; which 
offer was accepted of. 

Wednesday, August 16, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Daniel RobenJcau, Anthony Wayne, 
Thomas Wharton, Jim., Owen Biddle, George Gray, Ro- 
bert White, Robert Morris, Benjamin Bartholomew, An- 
drew Allen, Samuel Morris, Jun., George Ross: 

Major French was furnished with a copy of the instru- 
ment of writing signed by him the 12th inst., with the copy 
of his request, and this Board's Resolve in consequence 
thereof, of this day. 

As it is thought necessary that this Board should have a 
security for the two Soldiers that are with Major French, 
he was desired to sign the following engagement, viz : 

August 16, 1775. 

The Committee of Safety for the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania having permitted Wm. Goldthorp, a Private in the 
Twenty-Second Regiment, and Alexander Allen, a Private 
in the Forty-Fifth Regiment, to accompany me to General 
Washington's camp, I pledge my honour that I will use my 
best endeavours to surrender them to the said General ; 
that I will take all the care in my power to prevent their 
misbehaving themselves, or giving any intelligence injurious 
to the American cause. Signed, 

Chris. French, Major British Army. 

Major French was furnished with a copy of the above. 

Mr. Robert Towers made a Return of the Powder re- 
ceived and stored, as follows, viz: From OsweU Eve, five 
hundred and seventy-five pounds, stored in New Jail ; from 
the Committee of the City and Liberties, fifty pounds, stored 
in New Jail ; from do., eight hundred pounds, stored in 
Powder House ; from do., eleven hundred pounds, stored in 
Germantown — twenty -five hundred and twenty-five pounds 
of Powder. 

A Letter of Instructions was wrote and signed by Doctor 
Franklin, for Captain Richard Willing and Captain John 
Wharton, who go with the Officers, taken prisoners, by 
stage on Tuesday morning next. 

Thursday, August 17, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Anthony Wayne, Daniel Rober- 
dernt, Benjamin Bartholomew, Owen Biddle, Samuel 
Morris, Jnn., Robert Morris, George Gray, George Ross, 
Robert White, Andrew Allen : 

The Committee appointed by the second Resolve of the 
3d inst., for drawing up Rules and Regulations for the Asso- 
ciators, produced the same, and, after several amendments, 
were agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed. 

Friday, August 18, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Benjamin Bartholomew, Daniel 
Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, Anthony Wayne, Robert Mor- 
ris, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Morris, Jun., George 
Gray, George Ross, Robert White: 

The Articles of Regulations, inc., for the Associators, 
were this day taken into further consideration, and, after some 
amendments, were again ordered to be transcribed. 

Joseph Fox, one of the Commissioners for this County, 
■waited on this Board, acquainting them that it was found 
impossible to get completed, in any reasonable time, the 
Fire-Locks in this County, unless it be permitted that they 
make use of such Locks as they can procure. 

Resolved, That this Board take the same into their con- 
sideration. 

Saturday, August 19, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, Andrew Allen, 
Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, Jun., Daniel Ro- 
berdeau, Owen Biddle, George Gray, Robert White, John 
Dickinson : 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
the following articles, which he has stored : Five half- 



barrels of Gunpowder, two hundred and fifty pounds; five 
quarter barrels do., one hundred and twenty-five pounds — 
three hundred and seventy -five pounds ; received from 
George Lush, and stored in the New Jail. Twelve thou- 
sand Flints and five hundred weight of Lead, received from 
the Committee of the City and Liberties, and stored in the 
State House. 

Delivered an Order to Mr. Towers, to Major Samuel 
Mifflin, for the Powder that came this day in Captain Fer- 
ris, which is to be put into the Powder House. 

Mr. Towers is desired to remove the Powder that is now 
in the Jail into the Powder House, and see that proper 
guards are fixed. 

The Articles for regulating the Associators were trans- 
cribed, and this day read and approved of, and are as 
follows : 

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

We, the Officers and Soldiers engaged in the present 
Association for the defence of American liberty, being fully 
sensible that the strength and security of any body of men, 
acting together, consists in just regularity, due subordina- 
tion, and exact obedience to commandj without which no 
individual can have that confidence, in the support of those 
about him, that is so necessary to give firmness and resolu- 
tion to the whole, do voluntarily and freeTy, after consider- 
ation of the following Articles, adopt the same as the Rules 
by which we agree and resolve to be governed, in all our 
military concerns and operations, until the same, or any of 
them, shall be changed or dissolved by the Assembly or 
Provincial Convention, or in their recess by the Committee 
of Safety, or a happy reconciliation shajl take, place be- 
tween Great Britain and the Colonies : 

Article i. If any Officer make use of any profane oath 
or execration, when on duty, he shall forfeit and pay, for 
each and every such offence, the sum of five Shillings ; and 
if a Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier be thus gufliy of 
cursing or swearing, he shall forfeit and pay, for each and 
every such offence, the sum of one Shilling. 

Art. ii. Any Officer or Soldier who shall refuse to obey 
the lawful orders of his superiour Officer, may be suspended 
from doing duty on that day, and shall, upon being con- 
victed thereof before a Regimental Court-Martial, make 
such concessions as said Court-Martial sha]Ldiject._ 

Art. hi. Any Officer or Soldier whojsfiaU begin, excite, 
cause, join in, or promote, any disturbance in the Battalion, 
Troop, or Company, shall be censured, according to the 
nature of the offence, by the judgment of a Regimental 
Court-Martial. .. _.._.. 

Art. iv. Any Officer or Soldier who shall st nice his 
superiour Officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shalT lift up 
any weapon, or offer any violence against him, being in the 
execution of his office, shall, upon conviction before a Re- 
gimental Court-Martial, be dismissed, and shall be deemed to 
be thereby disgraced, as unworthy the company of freemen. 

Art. v. Any Commanding or other Officer who shall 
strike any person when on duty, shall, upon conviction be- 
fore a General Court-Martial, be in like manner dismissed 
and disgraced. ,.-.. _ 

Art. vi. Any Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, or 
Soldier, who shall make use of insolent, provoking, or in- 
decent language, while on duty, shall suffer such censure 
or fine as shall be inflicted by a RegimentaLCourt-Martial, 
according to the nature of the offence, 

Art. vii. If any Officer or Soldier should think himself 
injured by his Colonel, or the Commanding Officer of the 
Battalion, and shall, upon due application made to him, be 
refused redress, he may complain to the General of the 
Pennsylvania Associators, or to the Colonel of any other 
Battalion, who is to summon a General Court-Martial, and 
see that justice be done. 

Aht. viii. If any inferiour Officer or Soldier shall think 
himself injured by his Captain, or other superiour ^Officer 
in the Battalion, Troop, or Company to whjch lie belongs, 
he may complain to the Commanding Officer of the Regi- 
ment, who is to summon a Regimental Court-Martial, for 
the doing justice according to the nature of the case, T _ 

Art. ix. No Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer^ or 
Soldier, shall fail of repairing, with theiv" Arms, Ammuni- 
tion, and Accoutrements, upon any regular afarm, or at the 
time fixed, to the place of parade, or other rendezvous 
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appointed by the Commanding Officer, if not prevented by 
sickness or son\e other evident necessity, or shall go from 
the place of parade, without leave from the Commanding 
Officer, before he shall be regularly dismissed, on penalty 
of being fined or censured, according to the nature of the 
offence, by the sentence of a Regimental Court-Martial. 
But no Officer or Soldier shall be obliged to attend, to 
leaxn the military exercise, more than once in a week. 

Art. x, Any Officer or Soldier found drunk, when 
under arms, shall be suspended from doing duty in the 
Battalion, Company, or Troop, on that day, and be fined 
or censured, at the discretion of a Regimental Court-Mar- 
tial. 

Art. xi. Whatever Sentinel shall be found sleeping 
upon his post, or shall leave it before he is regularly re- 
lieved, shall suffer such penalty or disgrace as shall be 
ordered by a Regimental Court-Martial. 

Art. xn. Whatever Commissioned Officer shall be con- 
victed, before a General Court-Martial, of behaving in a 
scandalous or infamous manner, unbecoming the character 
of an officer and a gentleman, shall be dismissed from the 
Association with disgrace. 

Art. xiii. Every Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier 
who shall be convicted, at a Regimental Court-Martial, of 
having sold, carelessly lost, wilfully spoiled or wasted, or 
of having offered for sale, any Ammunition, Arms, or Ac- 
coutrements, belonging to this Province, shall be dismissed 
such Battalion, Troop, or Company, as an unworthy mem- 
ber, and be prosecuted as the law directs. 

Art. xiy. AH 3 disorders and neglects which Officers and 
Soldiers may be guilty of, to the prejudice of the good 
order and military discipline of the Association of this Co- 
lony, are to be taken cognizance of by a General or Regi- 
mental Court-Martial, according to the nature and degree 
of the offence, and be censured at their discretion. 

Art. xv. That on the first meeting of every Battalion 
after subscribing these Articles of Association, and from 
thence forward, on the first meeting of every Battalion after 
the th.ird ]\£o7iday in September annually, there be chosen 
two persons, such as are entitled to vote for Members of 
Assembly, out of each Company in the respective Batta- 
lions, by the Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates, 
whose duty and office shall be, for the year following, to 
sit and join with the Officers in Court-Martial, which per- 
sons so chosen shall be styled Court-Martial Men. 

Art. xvi. Every General Court-Martial shall consist of 
thirteen Members, six of whom shall be Commissioned 
Officers, under the rank of a Field-Officer, and six Court- 
Martial Men, who shall be drawn by lot out of the whole 
number; and these twelve are to choose a President, who 
shall be a FTeM-Officer, and have a casting voice. 

Art. xvii. Every Regimental Court-Martial shall be 
composed of seven Members — three Officers, three Court- 
Martial Men, and a President, who is to be a Captain, and 
to be chosen by the six, and also to have a casting voice. 

Art. xriri. In all Courts-Martial, not less than two- 
thirds of the Members must agree in every sentence for 
inflicting penalties, or for disgracing any Associator; other- 
wise he shall be acquitted. 

Art. xix. The President of each and every Court-Mar- 
tial, whether Regimental or General, shall require all wit- 
nesses, in order to trial of offenders, to declare, on their 
honour, that what they give in as evidence is the truth; 
and the Members of all Courts-Martial shall make a de- 
claration to the President, and the President to the next in 
rank, upon their honour, that they will give judgment with 
impartiality. 

Art. xx. All Non-Commissioned Officers, Drummers, 
Fifers, or others, that shall be employed and receive pay 
in any of the Battalions, Companies, or Troops, shall sub- 
scribe these Rules and Regulations, and be subject to such 
fines, to be deducted from their pay, and to such penalties 
as a Regimental Court-Martial shall think proper, upon 
being convicted of naving transgressed any of these Regu- 
lations. " "" 

Art. xxi. All Associators called as witnesses in any 
case before a Court-Martial, who shall refuse to attend and 
give evidence, shall be censured or fined, at the discretion 
of the Court-Martial. 

Art. xxii. No Officer or Soldier, being charged with 
transgressing these Rules, shall be suffered to do duty in 



the Regiment, Company, or Troop to which he belongs, 
until he has had his trial by a Court-Martial ; and every 
person so charged shall be tried as soon as a Court-Martial 
can be conveniently assembled. 

Art. xxiii. The Officers and Soldiers of every Com- 
pany of Artillery, or other Company, Troop, or party, that 
is or shall be annexed to any Battalion, shall be subject to 
the command of the Colonel or Commanding Officer of 
said Battalion ; and the Officers shall sit as Members of 
Courts-Martial, in the same manner as the Officers of any 
other Company. 

Art. xxiv. No penalty shall be inflicted, at the discre- 
tion of a Court-Martial, other than degrading, cashiering, 
or fining; the fines of the Officers not to exceejd jlirjee 
Pounds, and the fine for a Non-Commissioned Officer or 
Soldier not to exceed twelve Shillings for one fault. 

Art. xxv. The Field-Officers of each and every Bat- 
talion shall appoint a person to receive such fines as may 
arise within the same, for breach of any "of these Articles, 
and shall direct those fines to be carefully and properly 
applied to the relief of the sick, wounded, or necessitous 
Soldiers belonging to that Battalion ; and such person shall 
account with the Field-Officers for all fines received, and 
the application thereof. 

Art. xxvi. The General or Commander-in-Chief 'of this 
Association for the time being shall have full power of par- 
doning or mitigating any censures or penalties ordered to be 
inflicted, for the breach of any of these Articles, by any Gen- 
eral Court-Martial ; and every offender convicted as afore- 
said, by any Regimental Court-Martial, may be pardoned or 
have his penalties mitigated by the Colonel or Command- 
ing Officer of the Battalion, excepting only where such 
censures or penalties are directed as satisfaction for injuries 
received by one Officer or Soldier, from another. 

Art, xxvii. Any Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, 
or other person, who, having subscribed these Articles, 
shall refuse to. make such concessions, pay such fines, or in 
any other matter refuse to comply with the judgment of 
any Court-Martial, shall be dismissed the service, and held 
up to the publick as unfriendly to the liberties of Ame- 
rica. 

Art. xxvin. Upon the determination of any point by 
a Regimental Court-Martial, if the Officer or Soldier con- 
cerned on either side thinks himself still aggrieved, he may 
appeal to a General Court-Martial ; but if, upon a second 
hearing, the appeal appears groundless and vexatious, the 
person so appealing shall be censured, at the discretion of 
the General Court-Martial. 

Art. xxix. Upon the death, resignation, promotion, or 
other removal of an Officer from any Battalion, Troop, or 
Company, (except Field-Officers,) or any Court-Martial 
Men, such vacancy is to be filled by the person or persons 
such Troop or Company shall elect. 

Art. xxx. No Officer or Soldier shall be tried a second 
time for the same offence, except in case of appeal. 

Art. xxxi. AH Officers and Soldiers, of every Battalion, 
Troop, Company, or party of Associators, who shall be 
called by the Assembly, or Committee of Safety in recess 
of Assembly, into actual service, and be on pay, shall, 
when acting by themselves or in conjunction with the Con- 
tinental Forces, be subject to all the Rules and Articles 
made by the honourable Congress for the government of 
the Continental Troops. 

Art. xxxii. No Commissioned, Non-Commissioned Offi- 
cer, or Private, shall withdraw himself from the Company 
to which he belongs without a discharge from the Com- 
manding Officer of the Battalion, nor shall such person be 
received into any other Company without such discharge. 

In testimony of our approbation and consent to^be gov- 
erned by the above Regulations, which have been [delibe- 
rately read to, or carefully perused by us, we have hereunto 
set our hands. 

Monday, August 21, 1775. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeait, George Gray, 
Robert Morris, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen Biddte, 
John Cadwallader, Samuel Morris, Jun., Robert White: 

Mr. Robert Towers reports, that he has removed the 
Powder from the New Jail to the Powder House ; and that 
he has received from Major Mifflin the Powder that came 
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by Captain Ferris, which is stored in the Powder House, 
and is as follows, viz: two barrels, weight 200 pounds; 
three and a half barrels, weight 150 pounds; eighty-seven 
and one-fourth barrels, weight 2,175 pounds; forty-eight 
and one-eighth barrels, weight 600 pounds ; four boxes, 
weight 100 pounds— total 3,225 pounds. Also, one and 
one-fourth cask, part out ; one half-barrel, weight 50 
pounds — received from the City Committee, and stored 
in the Powder House. 

A Letter was received from the Provincial Congress of 
New-York, dated 16th of August, requesting this Board to 
lend them some Gunpowder; in answer to which, this Board 
wrote them this day, informing them of the Powder that 
was sent to Colonel Schuyler; and if he had no occasion 
for that quantity, it was at their service. 

The Baggage belonging to the Officers was sent this 
day, by Mr. Vandegrijfs Stage-Wagon, for New- York, 
to the care of the Committee there, and is as follows : 

For Major French, two Trunks, one Valise ; for Ensign 
Rotton, one Trunk, two Canteens, one Bed-Box, one Hat- 
Case ; for Mr. McDcrmott, a Volunteer, two Trunks, one 
Bed-Box, one Valise, one Box. 

Tuesday, August 22, 1775. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Morris, Jun., Owen Bid- 
die, John Cadwallader, Robert Morris, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Thomas Wharton, Junior, George Gray, Robert 
WhiUi 

Upon application of the Committee of this City and 
Liberties, that they might have the liberty of inspecting 
into the Goods that came from Cork, belonging to the 
Ministerial Troops, it was agreed to ; and in consequence 
thereof the bills of lading and accounts of said Goods were 
delivered them, for their inspection of said Goods. 

Upon application of Messrs. Hunt and Lowrcy, for a 
quantity of Lead and Powder, for the use of the Associa- 
tors of New-Jersey, it is agreed they should have liberty 
from this Board to purchase five hundred weight of Lead 
in this City; and that they be supplied from this Board 
with five hundred pounds of Gunpowder, they paying 
fifteen Pounds per hundred. 

An Order was accordingly drawn on Robert Towers, 
Commissary, for the same, signed by the President, and 
delivered to those gentlemen. 

Wednesday, August 23, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., Owen Biddle, 
George Gray, Thomas Wharton, Jun., John Cadwalla- 
der, Robert White, Samuel Morris, Jun., Daniel Rober- 
dcau : 

On motion, an Order was delivered for Robert Towers, 
Commissary, for the Saltpetre purchased from Joseph Sims 
by the Powder Committee, at the rate of fifteen Pounds 
per hundred. 

Upon application of Captain Beach for a quarter-cask 
of Powder, an Order was given to Robert Towers to de- 
liver the same. 

The Boat built by Mr. John Wharton, called the Wash- 
ington, was this day launched. 

Thursday, August 24, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — ■ 

Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., John Cadwallader, Owen Biddle, George Gray, 
Daniel Roherdeau, Robert White, Samuel Morris, Jun. : 

On application, an Order was directed to the Commis- 
sary to deliver to Matthew Clarkson, Quartermaster to 
the First Battalion of Associators, commanded by Colonel 
Dickinson, nine quarter-casks of Gunpowder, for the use 
of said Battalion. 

Resolved, That the Boat built by Casroup fit Fullerton, 
and to be launched this day, be called the Effingham. 

Resolved, That Mr. George Gray procure fifteen hun- 
dred Brushes and Priming Wires for the Provincial Fire- 
Locks, at the rate of three Pounds per hundred. 



Friday, August 25, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdcau, John Cadwal- 
lader, George Gray, Andrew Allen, Anthony Wayne, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., Robert White: 

Robert Towers reports, that he has received and stored 
yesterday the following articles, viz : 

Twenty-five pounds Saltpetre, from Joseph Sims, stored 
in State House; two hundred and fifty 18-pound Round 
Shot, weight 4,500 pounds ; four 24-pound Round Shot, 
weight 96 pounds ; four 32-pound Round Shot, weight 
128 pounds, from George Taylor, stored in State House ; 
eleven quarter-casks of Powder, weight 275 pounds, from 
George Slosher. stored in Powder House. This Powder 
was made by George Havener, from Saltpetre delivered 
him by the City Committee. 

The Articles of Recommendalion to the Associators 
were this day gone through and ordered to be transcribed. 

Saturday, August 2G, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Owen Biddle, George Gray, 
Daniel Roberdcau, John Dickinson, Andrew Allen, Ro- 
bert White, John Cadwallader, Thomas Wharton, Jun. : 

L T pon application of the Provincial Congress of New- 
York for a quantity of Gunpowder, 

Resolved, That this Board send immediately, on account 
of said Congress, twenty hundred pounds of Gunpowder, 
in tight casks, and that Robert Erwin procure a Wagon 
to transport the same to Newark, in New-Jersey ; and that 
Mr. Owen Biddle see this done. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to. the .First Batta- 
lion to receive Captain Masters' s Company as their young- 
est Company, until a new Battalion can be. formed. 

That it be recommended to the Second Battalion to re- 
ceive Captain Semple's Company as their youngest Com- 
pany, until a new Battalion can be formed,^ __ 

That it be recommended to the Light-Infantry Com- 
pany, late of the Third Battalion, to join the said Batta- 
lion ; and to the Battalion to receive the said Company. 

And as Captain Morgan has not yet had a chance by 
lot for determining his rank, it is iecommended_that nine 
papers, numbered from one to nine, be rolled up, and that 
Captain Morgan drawing one of them, the Captain whose 
number he so draws, and all below him, rank below Cap- 
tain Morgan. 

That it be also recommended to the Third Battalion to 
receive Captain Henderson's Company as their youngest 
Company, until a new Battalion can be. formed. 

A copy of these Resolves were delivered to the different 
City and Liberties Battalions. 

The Articles of Recommendation to the Associators 
being taken several times into consideration, were, after 
some amendments, this day transcribed, approved of, and 
are as follows : 



Rules for establishing Rank or Precedence amongst the 
Pennsylvania Associators. 
The Committee of Safety appointed by the Assembly 
of the Province of Pennsylvania, being desirous of perform- 
ing the important duties of their station in the most satis- 
factory manner to the publick, beg leave to. lay before thetn 
certain Resolves of the honourable Continental Congress, 
dated the 18th July, which have already been published, 
but, it is apprehended, have not come to the knowledge of 
many able-bodied effective men, aged from sixteen to fifty 
years, that may be very desirous of serving their Coun- 
try in the present glorious struggle for liberty, in the mode 
pointed out by said Resolves, which are in the following 

words: 

" In Congress, July 18, 1775. 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants 
of the United English Colonies in North- America, that 
all able-bodied effective men, between sixteen and fifty 
years of age, in each Colony, immediately form themselves 
into regular Companies of Militia, to consist of one Cap- 
tain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four 
Corporals, one Clerk, one Drummer, one Fifer, and about 
sixty-eight Privates. 
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-'That the Officers of each Company be chosen by the 
respective Companies. 

" That each Soldier be furnished with a good Musket, 
that will carry an ounce ball, with a Bayonet, Steel Ram- 
rod, Worm, Priming Wire, and Brush, fitted thereto, a 
ciitxing Sword or Tomahawk, a Cartridge-Box that will 
contain twenty-three rounds of Cartridges, twelve Flints, 
;and aJKnapsack. 

ri "That ; the Companies be formed into Regiments or 
Battafions, officered with a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
two Majors, an Adjutant or Quartermaster. 

" That all Officers above the rank of a Captain be 
appointed by their respective Provincial Assemblies or 
Convention*, or, in their recess, by the Committees of 
Safety appointed by said Assemblies or Conventions. 

" That all Officers be commissioned by the Provincial 
Assemblies or Conventions, or, in their recess, by the Com- 
mittees of Safety appointed by said Assemblies or Con- 
ventions. 

"That all the Militia take proper care to acquire mili- 
tary skill, and be well prepared for defence, by being each 
man provided with one pound of good Gunpowder, and 
four pounds of Ball, fitted to his Gun. 

" That one-fourth part of the Militia in every Colony 
be selected^ for Minute-Men, of such persons as are willing 
to eiUer^injotliis neces-ary service, formed into Companies 
and BatuTuns, and their Officers chosen and commissioned 
as aforesaid, to be ready at the shortest notice to march to 
any place where their assistance may be required for the 
defence of their own or a neighbouring Colony; and as 
these Minute-Men may eventually be called to action 
Before the whole body of the Militia are sufficiently 
trained, it is recommended, that a more particular and diligent 
attention be paid to their instruction in military discipline. 

" That such of the Minute-Men as desire it be relieved 
by new draughts, as aforesaid, from the whole body of the 
Militia, once in four months. 

" As there are some people who, from religious princi- 
ples, cannot bear arms in any case, this Congress intend 
no violences to "their consciences, but earnestly recommend 
it to thereto cpntnqute liberally to the relief of their dis- 
tressed BrethYen in the several Colonies, and to do all other 
service-Oo jheir oppressed Country which they can con- 
sistently with their religious principles. 

"Thai jjt Bj3 recommended to the Assemblies or Con- 
ventions of the respective Colonies to provide, as soon as 
possible, sufficient stores of Ammunition for their Colonies. 
Also, that they devise proper means for furnishing with 
A rnpsuch, effective men as are poor and unable to furnish 
themselves^ 

"That it Be recommended to each Colony to appoint a 
Committee of Safety to superintend and direct all matters 
necessary for the security and defence of their respective 
Colonies, in the recess of their Assemblies and Conven- 
tions. 

" That each Colony, at their own expense, make such 
provision, by Armed Vessels or otherwise, as their respec- 
tive Assemblies, Conventions, or Committees of Safety, 
shall judge expedient and suitable to their circumstances 
and situations, for the protection of their Harbours and 
Navigation on their Sea-Coasts against all unlawful inva- 
sions, attacks, and depredations, from Cutters and Shins 
of War. ' 

"That it be recommended to the makers of Arms for 
the use of the Militia, that they make good substantial 
Muskets, with barrels three feet and a half in length, that 
will carry an ounce ball, and fitted with a good Bayonet 
and Steel Hamrod ; and that the making such Arms be 
encouraged in these United Colonies. 

" Where any Colony Militia is already formed, under 
regulations approved of by the Convention of such Co- 
lony, orjay such Assemblies as are annually elective, we 
refer to, the direction of such Convention or Assembly, 
either to adopt the foregoing Regulations, in whole or in 
part, or to continue their former, as they, on consideration 
of all circumstances, shall think best. 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

And inorder that all persons, in every rank, degree, and 
stat ,' on > ma y b ? l }' u h' informed of the premises, and none 
liereafter plead ignorance, this Board do earnestly recom- 
mend to all Committees of Inspection and Observation in 



this Province, to cause "this publication to be dispersed, 
read, and explained, within their respective Districts, in 
such manner that every person, capable of associating for 
mutual defence, may be made sensible it is the duly they 
owe to themselves and Country to do it without further 
loss of time. 

And as it is necessary that this Board Be speedily in- 
formed of the number of Associators in the several Coun- 
ties or Districts, the said Committees are requested to 
make Returns, as soon as possible — first, of the several 
Battalions already formed ; secondly, of the several new 
Associators not yet formed into Battalions; thirdly, of all 
such persons, from sixteen to fifty, their names and places 
of abode, as may refuse to associate, not having any con- 
scientious objections, if any such there be; and lastly, of 
the number of men, in their respective Districts, who con- 
scientiously decline bearing arms, with their names and 
places of abode. 

The several Committees of Inspection and Observation 
having been desired to make Returns to this Board, as 
soon as conveniently could be, of the several Battalions of 
Associators already formed in their Districts, are now in- 
formed, that it will be necessary to mention in saicTTleturns 
the rank of every Battalion of a County in regard to others 
in the same County. And to prevent uncertainty among 
the Officers of the General Association, respecting rank 
or command, and to ascertain the^same with precision, this 
Committee, in forming the following Plan, (which they 
purpose to observe strictly in granting Commissions, and 
which they recommend to the general acquiescence of all 
the Associators,) have had a regard to the seniority or pri- 
ority of establishment of the several Counties, viz: 

1. All Officers already chosen or appointed in the City 
and District of Philadelphia to take rank or precedence of 
all other Officers of equal dignity chosen or appointed in 
any other part of the Province. — 

2. All Officers chosen or appointed in Philadelphia 
County to take rank of all Officers of equal dignity chosen 
or appointed in any other County. 

3. All Officers already chosen and appointed in Hacks 
County to take rank of all Officers of equal dignity chosen 
or appointed in any other than the City and District and 
County of Philadelphia. ;__ '..~:._~_ :".._"/. 

4. All Officers already chosen and appointed in Chester 
County to take rank of all Officers of equal dignity chosen 
or appointed in any other than Bucks, Philadelphia Coun- 
ty, and Philadelphia City and Districts. 

5. All Officers already chosen and appointed in Lancas- 
ter to take rank of all Officers of equal dignity chosen or 
appointed in any other than Chester, Bucks, and Philadel- 
phia County, and Philadelphia City and Districts. 

6. All Officers already chosen and appointed in York 
County to take rank before Officers of equal dignity in any 
other than Lancaster, Chester, Bucks, and Pliiladelphia 
Counties, and Philadelphia City and Districts. 

7. All Officers already chosen and appointed in (Turn- 
berland County to rank before Officers of equal dignity in 
the junior Counties of Berks, Northampton, Bedford, 
Northumberland, and Westmoreland. 

8. AJj Officers already chosen or appointed in Berks 
County to rank before Officers of equal "dignity - in the 
Counties of Northampton, Bedford, Northuniberland , and 
Westmoreland. 

9. All Officers already chosen or appointed in North- 
ampton County to rank Before Officers of equal dignity in 
Bedford, Northumberland, and Westmoreland Counties. 

10. All Officers already chosen or appointed in Bedford 
County to rank before Officers of equal dignity in North- 
umberland and Westmoreland Counties. 

11. All Officers already chosen or appointed in North- 
umberland County to rank before Officers of equal dignity 
in Westmoreland County. 

12. All Officers already chosen or appointecTinTPesr- 
moreland, the youngest or last made County in this Pro- 
vince, yield up rank or precedence to all Officers of equal 
dignity already chosen or appointed in every other County 
in this Province, : ~v"".~ 

13. Where Commissions of equal dignity in different 
Counties bear the same date, precedency to be determined 
by seniority of Counties ; but where they are in the same 
County, by the rank of the Battalion. 
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14. The Colonels already chosen or appointed in the 
City and Districts having determined their ranks with re- 
spect to each other by lot, their and the other Field-Officers' 
Commissions will be dated according to the lot so drawn. 

15. The Colonels already chosen or appointed in every 
County are to determine their rank with respect to each 
other by lot, and Commissions for them and their respective 
Field-Officers will be dated accordingly. 

16. The Captains in every Battalion to determine their 
rank in Battalion by lot, and their Commissions, with those 
of their Lieutenants and Ensigns, will be dated accordingly. 

17. All Officers hereafter chosen or appointed to have 
their Commissions dated at the time of such choice or ap- 
pointment, and to take rank according to said dates. 

—IS?.. All, Battalions now raised to be completed as soon 
as possible, and to consist of eight Companies, of about 
sixty-eight Privates eacli ; and one Company of Light- 
Infantry ; and to have for Officers, a Colonel, Lieutenant- 
Colonel, two Majors, a Standard-Bearer, Adjutant, Ser- 
geant-Major, Drum and Fife-Major ; and the Officers of 
each Company to consist of a Captain, two Lieutenants, one 
or two Ensigns, four Sergeants, four Corporals, a Drummer 
and Fifer, except the Light-Infantry Companies, which, 
instead of two Lieutenants and two Ensigns, are to have 
four Lieutenants, the two youngest of which are to rank as 
Ensigns. 

19. The Standard-Bearer of each Battalion to rank as 
eldest Lieutenant of the Battalion. 

20. All national distinctions in names or dress to be 
avoided, it being proper that we should now be uriited in 
this General Association, for defending our liberties and 
properties, under the sole denomination of Americans. 

21. Companies to take post in their Battalions according 
to the date of their Captains' Commissions, if the Captains 
be present; but if absent, such Companies to take post as 
youngest in the Battalion. 

22. No Field-Officers to have Companies. 

23. For the better order and government of Companies 
which may be raised after the completion of the several 
Battalions already formed in the City and Counties, such 
Companies are not to be admitted as independent, but are 
to be annexed to the most convenient Battalion, until nine 
Companies are raised to form a new Battalion, and no 
number of Associators are to be considered as a Company, 
unless they consist of at least forty men ; but it is recom- 
mended, till that number be completed, the Associators join 
the most convenient Battalion, and exercise and do duty 
with such Battalion. 

24. All Battalions now formed, as well as those here- 
after to be formed, are desired to make. the necessary returns 
of their numbers and Officers, with their respective ranks, 
to the Committee of their County; and the Committees are 
desired to certify such returns, with the respective rank of 
each Battalion in their County, to this Board, that commis- 
sions may be issued immediately for their Officers, in con- 
formity with these rules. 

25. And as there may happen occasions wherein it may 
be necessary to call out a part of the Associators to actual 
though temporary service, and not the whole body, and it 
would be extremely inconvenient and burdensome if upon 
every alarm, where the assistance of part only may be want- 
ed, the whole should come together, or any much greater 
number than the occasion required, and it would be therefore 
necessary to have such divisions made of the Associators 
as that parts, smaller or greater, may be distinctly called for, 
and the service as equally and fairly allotted and divided as 
the nature thereof will admit, it is recommended not only 
the Battalions of each County, but also that the Companies 
of each Battalion, be by lot numbered one, two, three, four, 
&c, so that orders my issue from the Commander-in-Chief 
to the Colonels, either to march their whole Battalions, or 
to send to an appointed rendezvous the first or second, or 
any number of Companies that shall be wanted; each 
Company serving on such calls in its turn, and for such 
proportion of time as shall make the burden nearly equal ; 
and if the Associators who are called forth are not all yet 
provided with good arms, it is recommended that those who 
have such, and are riot called out, lend the same for that 
occasion, at the risk of the publick. 

Lastly. This Board having drawn up thirty-two Articles 
of Agreement, for the due regulation and government of all 



the Associators in the Province, which are published here- 
with, they do recommend the same to be adopted, signed, 
and agreed to by all the said Associators, in order that one 
general system may prevail in Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That the Rules and Regulations for, and the 
Recommendations to the Associators, be published by Wil- 
liam Bradford; and that he print two thousand of each, 
on good paper, for the use of the _Association ; and Mr. 
Andrew Allen is desired to give orders for the same being 
done ; and Colonel Roberdeau is desired to get five hundred 
of each printed in the German language, for the use as 
aforesaid. 

A Letter was this day received by Captain George Ord, 
of the Lady Catharine, from Henry r [\icker, Chairman of 
the Deputies of the several Parishes of Bermuda, enclos- 
ing an account for eleven hundred and eighty-two pounds 
of Gunpowder, shipped by him on board said vessel, 
amounting to one hundred and sixty-one Pounds, fourteen 
Shillings, and eight Pence, that currency, with an account 
of eight half-barrels of Powder on board said vessel, the 
property of John Cowper, of North- Carolina, for which 
last Powder Mr. Tucker has engaged that this Board 
or Mr, Robert Morris will be accountable. 

The Articles for the good government of the Officers 
and Men to be employed on board the Boats belonging to 
this Province this day came under consideration, and, after 
some amendments, were read and approved of. 

The Draught for the Officers' Commissions, to be em- 
ployed on board the Armed Boats, was this day read and 
approved of, and is as follows : 

"To u I n Committee of Safety. 

" We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your 
patriotism, valour, conduct, and fidelity, do by these pre- 
sents constitute and appoint you to be of 

the Provincial Armed Boat called the , fitted out 

for the protection of the Province of Pennsylvania and 
the commerce of the River Delaware against all hostile 
enterprises, and for the defence of American liberty. You 
are therefore to take the said boat into your charge, and 
carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of . . ., by- 
doing and performing all manner of things thereunto be- 
longing. And we do strictly charge and require all Officers, 
Soldiers, and Mariners, under your command, to be obedient 

to your orders as ; and you are to observe and 

follow such orders and directions, from time to time, as you 
shall receive from the Assembly or Provincial Convention, 
during their sessions, or from this or a future Committee of 
Safety for this Province, or from your superiour officer, ac- 
cording to the rules and discipline of war, pursuant to the 
trust reposed in you ; this commission lo continue in force 
until revoked by the Assembly or Provincial Convention, 
or by this or any succeeding Committee of Safety. 

" By order of the Committee." 

Ordered, That Mr. Bradford print, on good paper, one 
hundred of the Commissions for the Officers to be employ- 
ed on board the Armed Boats. 

A recommendation to the Associators to make use of 
Pikes was this day read and approved of, which is jn the 
following words : 

It has been regretted by some great soldiers, particular- 
ly by Marshal Save, that the use of pikes was ever laid 
aside ; and many experienced officers at the present time 
agree with him in opinion, that it would be very advan- 
tageous in our modern wars to resume that weapon ; its. 
length reaching beyond the bayonet, and the compound 
force of the files (every man laying hold of the presented 
pike) rendering a charge made with them unsnpportable by 
any Battalion armed only in the common manner. At this 
time, therefore, when the spirit of our people supplies more 
men than we can furnish with fire-arms, a deficiency which, 
all the industry of our ingenious gunsmiths cannot suddenly 
supply, and our enemies having at the same time they 
were about sending regular Armies against undisciplined arid 
half-armed farmers and tradesmen, with the most dastardly 
malice endeavoured to prevail on the other Powers of 
Europe not to sell us. any arms and ammunition, the use 
of pikes in one or two rear ranks is recommended to the 
attention and consideration of our Battalions, Every smith 
can make these, and therefore the Country may soon be 



511 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, AUGUST, 1775. 



512 



supplied with plenty of them. Marshal Saxe's direction is, 
that the staff be fourteen feet in length, and the spear 
eighteen inches, thin and light ; the staff to be made of 
pine, hollowed for the sake of lightness, and yet to retain 
a degree of stiffness ; the whole not to weigh more than 
seven or eight pounds. When an army is to encamp, 
they may, lie observes, be used as tent poles, and save 
the trouble of carrying them. The Committee of Safely 
will supply samples to those Battalions who are disposed 
to use them. Each pikeman to have a cutting sword, 
and, where it can be procured, a pistol. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be delivered to the 
Colonels of the different Battalions in this City and Dis- 
tricts ; which was accordingly done. 

Monday, August 28, 1775. 

At a Meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present only 
six Members — Robert Morris, George Gray, Daniel 
Jioberdeau, Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, and Robert 
White. 

Mr. Robert Towers reports that he has received from 
Mr. Robert Morris, four thousand six hundred and fifty 

Sounds of Gunpowder, which is put in the Powder House. 
Ir. Towers reports that he delivered two thousand and 
twelve pounds of Gunpowder to Robert Erwin; and Mr. 
Owen Biddle, that the said Powder went yesterday for 
Newark, for account of the Provincial Congress of New- 
York, agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th inst. 

Tuesday, August 29, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., Daniel Roberdeau, 

Robert White, Owen Biddle, George Ross, George Gray, 

Thomas Wharton, Jun., Anthony Wayne, John Cadwal- 

lader : 

This Board thought proper to reconsider the Articles 
for the government of the Officers and Men to be employ- 
ed on board the Provincial Armed Boats, and after some 
amendments, were ordered to be transcribed for the press ; 
which was accordingly done, and are as follows : 

In Committee of Safety for Pennsylvania. 

Whereas the arbitrary and tyrannical proceedings of the 
British Ministry, in attempting to reduce the good people 
of America into a state of abject slavery and vassalage, 
has met with a righteous and spirited opposition from the 
Twelve United Colonies, by their Delegates in Congress ; 
who, by their Resolves of the 18th of July, recommended 
to the Assemblies or Conventions, or, in their recess, to the 
Committees of Safety, to devise and provide such means 
for defending the lives, liberties, and properties, of their 
respective inhabitants, as may to them seem best ; in com- 
pliance with this recommendation, and in consequence of 
the powers vested in this Committee by Resolves of the 
Assembly of this Province, they have caused sundry Boats 
to be built and armed for the defence of the same and the 
protection of its commerce ; which boats being now ready 
for service, it remains that they be immediately manned 
and equipped : Therefore, to encourage good and brave men 
to engage freely in this glorious service, the following Rules 
and Regulations are offered by the said Committee : 

1. AH Officers and Privates, in or belonging to the Pro- 
vincial Armed Boats, being guilty of profane oaths, cursing, 
drunkenness, or other scandalous actions, shall incur such 
punishment as the nature and degree of the offence shall 
deserve, at the discretion of a Court-Martial. 

2. Any Officer or Private who shall strike the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, or other his superiour Officer, or draw or 
offer to draw or lift up any weapon or use any violence 
against him, or shall behave himself with contempt or 
disrespect to him, them, or either of them, being in the exe- 
cution of their office, shall be punished according to the 
nature of his offence, at the discretion of a Court-Martial. 

3. If any person in or belonging to the Provincial Armed 
Boats. shall raise, or endeavour to raise, a mutiny, on any 
pretence whatever, or shall disobey any lawful commands 
of his superiour Officer, he shall, on conviction thereof, 
suffer such punishment as shall be ordered by a Court- 
Martial. 

4. Any Officer or Private who shall, without leave of 



his commanding Officer, absent himself from the Boat or 
other Vessel to which he belongs, or from any detachment 
of the same, or shall advise or persuade any other Officer 
or Private so to do, shall be punished at the discretion of a 
Court-Martial. 

5. Every person in the Fleet who shall mutiny in the 
time of action, or who, through cowardice, disaffection, or 
negligence, shall at such time withdraw or keep back, or 
not come into the fight or engagement, or shall not do his 
utmost to take or destroy any Ship, Boat, or other Vessel, 
which it shall be his duty to engage, or shall endeavour to 
persuade or deter others from doing their duty at such time, 
shall suffer death. 

6. Every person who shall desert to the enemy, or shall 
entice others so to do, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as the circumstances of the offence shall de- 
serve, and a Court-Martial think fit. 

7. Any Officer or Private who shall be convicted of hold- 
ing any correspondence with, or giving intelligence to the 
enemy, either directly or indirectly, shall suffer death, or 
such other punishment as shall be ordered by a Court- 
Martial. 

8. Every Officer or Private who shall be convicted of 
having designedly or carelessly wasted or embezzled the 
Ammunition, Arms, Stores, or Provisions, belonging to any 
of the Boats, shall suffer such punishment as a Court-Mar- 
tial shall think proper for the offence. 

9. Whatever Officer shall be found drunk on guard or 
under arms, shall be cashiered ; and any Private so offend- 
ing shall be punished, at the discretion of a Court-Martial. 

10. No person in or belonging to the Provincial Armed 
Boats shall sleep upon his watch or forsake his post, on 
pain of such punishment as a Court-Martial shall think fit 
to impose. 

11. Any Officer or Private who shall, by discharging 
Fire-Arms, beating of Drums, or by any other means, occa- 
sion false alarms, shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
inflicted by a Court-Martial. 

12. All Officers, of what condition soever, shall fiave 
power to part and quell all quarrels, affrays, and disorders, 
though the persons concerned should, belong to another 
Boat, and order Officers to be arrested, and Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers or Privates to be confined, till their proper 
superiour Officers shall be acquainted therewith ; and who- 
ever shall refuse to obey such Officer, though of an inferiour 
rank, or shall draw his sword, or lift any weapon against 
him, shall be punished at the discretion of a Court-Martial. 

13. If any inferiour Officer or Private shall think him- 
self wronged by the Commander of the Boat to which he 
belongs, he may apply to the Commander-in-Chief, who is 
to redress his grievance. ° "" 

14. All Officers shall take rank from the date of their 
commissions. _ . ._ 

15. All Ships and other Vessels, and their Cargoes, Am- 
munition, Artillery, Clothing, or other articles, taken from 
the enemy, shall be disposed of or distributed as the Pro- 
vincial Assembly shall hereafter think proper. 

16. If any Officer or Private shall commit any crime 
deserving punishment, he shall, by his commanding Officer, 
be put under arrest, if an Officer, or if a Non-Commis- 
sioned Officer or Private, be put in confinement, till he shall 
be tried by a Court-Martial, or discharged by proper au- 
thority. 

17. If any Officer under arrest shall leave his confine- 
ment before he is set at liberty by the Officer who confined 
him, or by proper authority, he shall be cashiered. 

18. Any Officer who shall presume to discharge any 
prisoner committed to his charge, without proper authority 
for so doing, or shall suffer any prisoner to escape, shall be 
punished at the discretion of a Court-Martial. 

19. If any Commissioned Officer shall be conYicted be- 
fore a Court-Martial of behaving in a scandalous, infamous, 
cruel, oppressive, or fraudulent manner, unbecoming the 
character of an officer, he shall be dismissed from service. 

20. All crimes not capital, and all disorders ancT neglect 
which Officers and Privates may be guilty of, to the preju- 
dice of good order and military discipline, though not 
mentioned in these Articles, shall be taken notice of by a 
Court-Martial, and punished according to the nature of the 
offence. 

21 . No person to be sentenced by a Court-Martial to 
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suffer death, except in the cases expressly mentioned in the 
foregoing Articles ; nor shall any other punishment be in- 
flicted, at the discretion of a Court-Martial, other than de- 
grading, cashiering, drumming out of the Fleet, whipping 
not exceeding thirty-nine lashes, fine not exceeding two 
months' pay, and imprisonment not exceeding one month. 

22. The Commanding Officer of each Boat shall appoint 
some suitable person to receive all such fines as may arise 
within the same, for breach of any of these Articles; which 
fines shall be accounted for to the Assembly or Committee 
of Safety, and by them be appropriated for the relief of 
the maimed and disabled in the service, and the support of 
the widows and families of such as may be killed. 

23. No Court-Martial, for the trial of offences under 
the degree of capital, shall consist of less than five Officers, 
except in cases where that nutnber cannot conveniently be 
assembled, when three may be sufficient, who are to de- 
termine on the sentence by a majority of voices ; and in 
all trials for capital offences the Court-Martial shall be com- 
posed of thirteen Members, and the sentence be determined 
by at least two-thirds. 

24. All persons, belonging to the Boats, called as wit- 
nesses in any case before a Court-Martial, who shall refuse 
to attend and give evidence, shall be punished at the dis- 
cretion of a Court-Martial. 

25. All Members of a Court-Martial are to behave with 
calmness, decency, and impartiality, and in giving their 
votes are to begin with the youngest or lowest in commis- 
sion ; and all Officers of different Boats are to rank in 
Court-Martial according to their commissions. 

26. All Members sitting in a Court-Martial shall be 
sworn or affirmed by the President of said Court, which 
President shall himself be sworn or affirmed by the Officer 
next in rank in said Court ; the Oath or Affirmation to be 
administered previous to their proceeding to the trial of any 
offender, in form following, viz : " You, A B, swear (or 
affirm) that you will well and truly try, and impartially de- 
termine, the cause of the prisoner now to be tried, accord- 
ing to the Rules framed for the regulation of the Pennsyl- 
vania Fleet." If an Oath, add " So help you God." 

27. The President of the Court-Martial shall administer 
the following Oath or Affirmation to all persons called to 
give evidence : " You swear (or affirm) that the evidence 
you shall give, in the cause now trying, shall be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth." If an Oath, 
add " So help you God." 

28. No person shall suffer death, agreeable to the sen- 
tence of a Court-Martial, (except in the cases mentioned 
in the fifth Article,) till the sentence is confirmed by the 
Assembly, or, in their recess, by the Committee of Safety. 

29. The Commander of each Boat shall, in the begin- 
ning-of every month, make a faithful Return to the Com- 
mittee of Safety of the men employed in his Boat, to be 
signed by himself, and upon being convicted of having made 
a false Return, shall be discharged from the service ; and 
if he neglect to make a Return within the month, shall be 
fined at the discretion of said Committee. 

30. No Officer or Private shall be tried a second time 
for the same offence. 

We, the underwritten, having seen and distinctly heard 
the foregoing Articles read, and fully understanding the 
contents thereof, do freely and voluntarily subject ourselves 
to all and every of the rules, regulations, and restrictions 
therein contained. In witness whereof, we have hereunto 
subscribed our names. 

The Officers and Privates to enter into the service for 
two months, and until they shall be discharged by the As- 
sembly or Committee of Safety. 

Resolved, That William Bradford print, on good paper, 
one hundred of the Articles for the government of the Offi- 
cers and Men to be employed on board the Armed Boats. 

Ordered, That Mr. Towers provide twenty rounds of Car- 
tridges for each of the following Field Pieces, to wit : two 
Twelve Pounders and four Six Pounders, and forty rounds 
of Cartridges for the Great Guns of the Armed Boats, con- 
sisting of one Thirty-Two Pounder, four Twenty-Four 
Pounders, and eight Eighteen Pounders. And that he pro- 
cure a Mould for the Fire-Locks, for the use of the Boats, 
and cast twelve hundred Balls, and fill the Cartridges for the 
same. 



Resolved, That Robert Pomeroy be appointed a Lieu- 
tenant on board one of the Armed Boats. 

Resolved, That Mr. Nathan Boyce be appointed Lieu- 
tenant on board the Armed Boat Washington, commanded 
by Captain Dougherty. 

Resolved, That William Bradford print three thousand 
of the Commissions for the Officers of the Association. 

Wednesday, August 30, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tempore, Owen Biddle, 
Anthony Wayne, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Robert White, 
George Gray, Daniel Roberdeau, George Ross : 

A Letter was this day received from Abraham Yates, 
Chairman of the Committee of Albany, dated 21st instant, 
acknowledging the receipt of twenty-four hundred pounds 
of Gunpowder sent by this Board, for the use of General 
Schuyler, the 10th instant, under the care of Mr. Thomas 
Aply. 

Colonel Roberdeau and Captain White, at the request of 
the Artillery Officers, have examined the Carriages of the 
Field-Pieces, and are of opinion they should be altered in 
the same manner as the one that has been done by direc- 
tion of Capt. Moulder. Major Samuel Mifflin is requested 
to see that the said alterations be made in the Field-Car- 
riages. 

Ordered, That Colonel Ross and Captain White be a 
Committee to draw up Instructions for the Commander-in- 
Chief and the Captains of the Boats, a list of Warrant 
Officers, and pay of Officers and Men. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gray and Mr, Biddle draw up a 
plan for supplying and regulating the Provisions for Boats' 
crews. 

Resolved, That the Boat built by Mr. Marsh be called 
the Warren. 

Resolved, That Captain Allen Moore be removed from 
the Armed Boat called the Experiment, to the command of 
the Boat called the Effingham. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau provide forty Pikes 
for the use of the Associators. 

Thursday, August 31, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tempore, Daniel Rober- 
deau, John Cadwallader, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen 
Biddle, George Ross, Robert White, George Gray: 

Mr. Morris produced a Letter from Doctor Franklin, 
dated Brunswick, 29th inst., informing that in consequence 
of four wagon loads of Powder being gone to New-York 
from another quarter, he had ordered the wagon load sent 
from this Board the 27th inst., for the Provincial Congress 
of New- York, to return back; and Mr. Morris has given 
directions to the Commissary to receive and store the same. 

Resolved, That James Montgomery be appointed to the 
command of one of the Armed Boats. 

Resolved, That the Members of this Board who go down 
to Gloucester on Friday or Saturday next, be aCorrrmittee 
to inform Mr. Joseph Hugg that this Board will supply him 
with a Boat, and Cannon for the same, and commission 
him as commander of her, provided the Province of]Vew>- 
Jersey will man, pay, and victual said Boat. 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle procure for this Board 
a Seal, about the size of a dollar, with a cap of Liberty and 
a motto, " This is my right, and I will defend it," inscribed 
with "Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, 1775." 

Resolved, That each of the Armed Boats be provided 
with two Brass Patereroes, and that Captain White procure 
the same. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
and stored from the City Committee, per the hands of Thos. 
Barclay, ninety-four hundred weight, three quarters, and 
twenty pounds of Lead ; and that he has recefveiTfrom 
Robert Erwin the Powder that was intended for the Pro- 
vincial Congress of Neiv- York, which wairsent back from 
Brunswick by Dr. Franklin, amounting to two thousand 
and twelve pounds. 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Tuesday, August 22, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

"rVoted^and, Resolved, That whereas this Congress, on 
the Bith day of July last, ordered the T?eceiver-General to 
issWjliS Notes of Hand for Eight Thousand Pounds, 
to be paid, with six per cent, interest, at certain times 
therein limited : And whereas the Continental Congress, 
and several pf the General Courts and Congresses of the 
United Colonies, have issued their Bills, payable at cer- 
tain periods, without interest ; and it now appearing that 
said Bills or Notes will answer all the intentions of their 
being issued as well without interest as with : Therefore, 

Voted, That the Receiver-General immediately issue 
his Notes, as aforesaid, in the same manner as directed in 
said Vote, excepting their carrying interest, which is to be 
omitted ; and that the Committee appointed by the afore- 
said Vote, to get said Notes struck off, conform themselves 
to this determination. 

jrned till to-morrow morning, eight o'clock. 



■•"' _i»-^:,t ,.;,:; Wednesday, August 23, 1775. 

41 "UTet accorcling to adjournment. 

.Voted, To send only one Delegate more, for this Colo- 
ny,* To the"Continental Congress at Philadelphia, to attend 
the same with Captain John Langdon, our other Delegate, 
in tjiename and behalf of this Colony. 

'Voted, That Josiah Bartlett, Esq., be our Delegate at 
the said~ Continental Congress. 

'Voted, That the Hon. Meshech Weave, Josiah Bart- 
lett, Matthew Thornton, Ebenczer Thompson, and William 
Whipple, Esquires, be a Committee to draw up instruc- 
tions for our Delegates to the Continental Congress. 

[The Petition oJ s _Hugh Tallant, being read and consi- 
dered, was relerred to the Committees of Safety of Salem, 
Pelham, and Nottingham- West. 

^VqJed, That all Men in this Colony, from sixteen to 
fifty years oFage, be formed into Regiments and Compa- 
nies^ according to the recommendation of the Continental 
Congress. 

Voted, That the Regiments or Battalions of Militia in 
this Colony consist of the same limits as when last com- 
missioned, until further orders of this Congress. 

Voted, That the Delegates of the several and respective 
Towns and places within the limits' of each Regiment 
consult together and recommend to this Congress three 
persons, as suitable, in their opinion, either of them, to be 
Colonel of their respective Regiments, if elected by the 
CongressfTnHTn Uke manner for their Lieutenant-Colonels 
andMajors." 

"Whereas the Regiment lately commanded by Colonel 
Josiah Willard appears to be large, and sufficient to be 
divided i n two, and the people of that Regiment being 
desirous thereof: Therefore it is 

Voted, That the said Regiment be divided into two, and 
commissionated accordingly ; and that the first contain the 
Towns of Winchester, Hinsdale, Westmoreland, Chester- 
field, Richmond, Sivanzey, Keene, Surry,and Gilsum ; and 
that the "other" contain the Towns of Charlestown, Wal- 
pole, Claremont, Newport, Unity, Acworth, Savile, Al- 
stead, Lempster, and Marlow. 

Voted, That this Congress shall determine what Wages 
each Member shall receive of his constituents, for his ser- 
vicerin Congress. 

Voted, That the Wages shall be six Shillings per day. 
- Voted, That Mr. Secretary Thompson be paid, out of 
the Publick Treasury, six Shillings per day, for his services 
to this Congress, as Secretary. 

-; Voted, That all the Members of the present Congress 
be paid for their service in attending the same, from the 
tune of the commencement thereof until their dissolution, 
by their several and respective constituents; and that each 
Me mber b e paid, out of the Publick Treasury, by the Re- 
ceiver^Tjemeral, two Pence per mile for travelling to and 
Som jIuT^ngress t0 ln eir several places of abode, and for 
gveT-y time of their adjournment for a longer time than from 
Saturday to Monday — their travel to be certified by the 
Secretary. 

The Petition of James Gilmore being read and considered, 



It is ordered hy this Congress, That the said James 
Gilmore be. liberated from his confinement, and that he 
appear, to be heard and tried before this Congress, on the 
second day of their sitting after the twenty-sixth day of 
this instant ; and that Aaron Huycs, named in said Peti- 
tion, be notified to appear on said day, and prosecute his 
complaint against said Gilmore. And Captains Stephen 
Evans and Shadrach Hodgdon recognise to this Congress, 
in the sum of twenty Pounds, for the appearance of the 
said Gilmore on said day. 

Voted, That all such persons as were heretofore ex- 
cused, by the law of this Province, from training on publick 
training days, be excused from training, according to said law. 

Voted, That there be paid, by the Receiver-General, to 
Josiah Bartlett, Esq., one of our Delegates appointed to 
represent us at the Continental Congress, the sum of one 
hundred and forty Pounds, lawful money, out of the Pub- 
lick Treasury, to be by him accounted for. 

Voted, That Nathaniel Folsom, Esq., be the General 
Officer over the Militia in this Colony. 

Voted, That Captain William Whipple be appointed 
Co|onel of the First Regiment of Militia in this Colony, 
and Joshua WentworthfEsq., his Lieutenant-Colonel, Ben- 
jamin Parker his First Major, and Ephraim Pickering his 
Second Major. 

Voted, That Captain Stephen Evans be appointed Colo- 
nel of the Second Regiment in this Colony, and Samuel 
Chesely his Lieutenant-Colonel, Joshua Wingate his First 
Major, and Paul Wenlworth his Second Major. 

Voted, That Colonel Jonathan _Moulton be Colonel of 
the Third Regiment of Militia in tuts Colony, and Chris- 
topher Toppan, Esq., his Lieutenant-Colonel, and John 
Lane, Esq., his First Major. 

Voted, That Colonel Nicholas Gilman be appointed 
Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of Militia in this Colony, 
and Cant. Jeremiah Folsom his Lieutenant-Colonel, Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Bartlett his First Major, and Captain Ste- 
phen Clark his Second Major. 

Voted, That Col. Jos. Bartlett be appointed Colonel 
of the RegimenL late commanded by Colonel Jonathan 
Greely, and Jacob Gale, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, Joseph 
Welch, Esq., his First Major, and Lieutenant John Web- 
ster his Second Major. 

Voted, That Col. Joseph Badger be appointed Colonel 
of the Regiment of Militia lately commanded by himself, 
and Ehenezer Smith, Esq., his Lieutenant-Colonel, Cap- 
tain David Copp his First Major, and Captain Bradbury 
Richardson his Second Major. _ : 

Voted, That Capt. Daniel Moore be appointed Colonel 
of the Regiment of Militia lately commanded by Colonel 
John Goffe, and David Gilman his Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Moses Kelly his First Major, and Samuel Page his Second 
Major. 

Voted, That Thomas Stickney, Esq., be appointed Colo- 
nel of the Regiment of Militia lately commanded by Colonel 
McMillan, Captain Henry Gerrish his Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Nathan Batchelder, Esq., his First Major, and Isaac Chan- 
dler his Second Major. 

Voted, That Samuel Ashley, Esq., oe appointed Colo- 
nel of the first part of the Regiment lately commanded by 
Colonel Josiah Willard, and Captain Joseph Hammond his 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Isaac Butter -field his First Major, and 
Timothy Ellis his Second Major. 

Voted, That Benjamin Bellows be appointed Colonel of 
the second part of the Regiment lately commanded by 
Colonel Willard, and Samuel Hunt, Esq., his Lieutenant- 
Colonel, William Haywood his First Major, and John Bel- 
lows his Second Major. 

Voted, That Colonel David Hobart be appointed Colo- 
nel of the Regiment lately commanded by Colonel John 
Fenton, and David Webster, Esq., his Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Voted, That Israel 31orey, Esq., be appointed Colonel 
of the Regiment lately commanded by Colonel Johnllurd, 
and Charles Johnson, Esq., his Lieutenant-Colonel, Jona- 
than Child his First Major, and Jonathan Hull his Second 
Major. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety immediately give 
such directions as they jadge necessary, for fortifying and 
supplying materials, raising Matrosses, &.c, for defending 
Piscataqua Harbour. 
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Upon the complaint of Dennis Pendergasi against Owen 
Orke, for stealing from him a number of Dollars and 
Crowns, a warrant issued from this Congress to appre- 
hend the said Owen Orke; who being apprehended and 
brought before this Congress, the matter of said complaint 
is referred to a Committee, viz : Samuel Chase, James Bet- 
Ion, David Lawrence, Benjamin Giles, John Dudley, Ebe- 
mzer Smith, Enoch Hale, and Ichabod Ratvlings, Esq., 
the Re vereiuL Messrs. Abiel Foster and Stephen Farrar, 
and Deacon Samuel Brooks, and Deacon James Knowles, 
who are to hear, try, and determine the same. 

Friday, August 25, 1775. 
Voted, That the balance of General Folsom's Account 
for his services as a Delegate for this Colony, as settled by 
a former Congress, be paid by the Receiver-General out of 
the Publick Treasury, by an order from the Committee of 
Safety. 

Voted, That George Jaffrey, Esq., late Treasurer of this 
Colony, be and hereby is directed to lay his Treasury Ac- 
counts before this Congress (in order that the same may be 
settled) on Tuesday next, if the Congress be then sitting, 
or on the second day of the sitting of the Congress after 
that rime. 

Voted, That the Members of the late Houses of Repre- 
sentatives of this Colony be paid by the Receiver-General, 
out of the Publick Treasury, for their travel to and from the 
General Assembly, at the same rate as usual ; and the Clerk 
six Shillings per day for his services as Clerk, upon a cer- 
tificate from the Clerk of the said Houses of Representa- 
tives, and that their constituents pay them for their attend- 
ance six Shillings per day. 

This vote passed the 23d, and was reconsidered the 25th. 
Voted, That the vote of the 23d inst., relating to the 
Pay of the Members of this Congress, be reconsidered, 

Voted, That the vote respecting the Pay of the two 
late Houses of Representatives and their Clerk, be recon- 
sidered. 

Voted, That the Members of this Congress have five 
Shillings per day for their attendance at this Congress. 

Voted, That the Members of this Congress receive their 
Pay for their attendance of the Receiver-General, out of 
the Publick Treasury, by a certificate from the Secretary, 
and that the severaland respective sums so paid shall be 
added to the other publick Tax, to be laid on their several 
and respective constituents by a precept, to be issued by 
the Receiver-General, for assessing the next Colony Tax, 
and that said Pay be made to the said Members at the end 
of the sitting of this Congress. 

Foferf, That the Members of this Congress be paid by 
the Receiver-General, out of the Public^ Treasury, two 
Pence per mile for their travel to and from their respective 
places of abode, to this Congress, by a certificate from the 
Secretary, for every time they travel to this Congress, if it be 
adjourned for a longer time than from Saturday to Monday. 
Whereas, by order of this Congress, under certain con- 
ditions then expressed, a barrel of Gunpowder was put into 
the hands of Colonel David Webster, of Plymouth ; it is 
now Voted, That said Webster, for the present, have cus- 
tody thereof, and not part with it to any person, unless by 
order of the Congress or Committee of Safety, or in case 
of an attack from the enemy. 

Voted, That Captain EzeJciel Worthen proceed imme- 
diately to Portsmouth, as an Engineer, and there take care 
and have, in conjunction with the Committee of Safety at 
Portsmouth, the oversight and direction of laying out and 
erectingBatteries for the defence of Piscataqua Harbour, 
and get the Guns fixed and mounted therein, and all other 
necessaries for completing the Batteries. 

Voted, That Captain Shadrach Hodgdon proceed imme- 
diately to procure Fascines for building Batteries for the 
defence of Piscataqua Harbour, and convey the same to 
Capt. Ezekiel Worthen, or the Committee of Portsmouth, 
as soon as may be. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety at Portsmouth be 
presented with the Thanks of this Congress for their care 
in forwarding a Plan for the security of Piscataqua Harbour, 
and their early intelligence of those matters, to this Con- 
gress; and that they be informed that this Congress have 



given a number of directions to several persons for provi- 
ding Fascines and other implements for erecting Batteries, 
appointed an Engineer immediately to attend there, and 
ordered a number of barrels of Powder down, with many 
other directions, and shall proceed to do every thing that 
they possibly can for securing the Harbour; and that they 
be desired to procure persons immediately to remove the 
Platform, and every other useful implement, from Fort Wil- 
liam and Mary, and forbid any person or persons from 
destroying the buildings there ; and further inform the Com- 
mittee that it is the opinion of this Congress that no Fish 
ought to be exported out of this Colony. 

Saturday, August 26, 1775. 

The Petition of Richard Champney, for leave to export 
Fish out of this Colony, being read and considered, 

Voted, That the prayer thereof should not be granted. 

Voted, That the establishing the Officers of the Sixth 
Regiment be postponed until the second day of the sitting 
of this Congress after the 15th day of September next. 

Voted, That the appointment of the Majors of Colonel 
David Hobart's Regiment be postponed to the next sitting 
of this Congress. 

Adjourned to Monday next, three o'clock, afternoon. 

Monday, August 28, 1775. 
It having been represented to this Congress that there is 
a quantity of Fish shipping off from Gosport, in this Colony, 
contrary to the repeated Votes of this Congress ; and as it 
is supposed that no Committee of Inspection has been 
chosen there; therefore, to prevent the shipping of Fish 
from thence, it is hereby earnestly recommended to the 
Committee of Safety at Portsmouth, to use all prudent 
methods to hinder any Fish from being exported from said 
Gosport. 

Voted, That the Officers and Soldiers of the Company 
of Artillery to be raised by Captain Titus Salter be allowed 
and paid the following Wages per month, viz: Captain, 
six Pounds, lawful money; First Lieutenant, four Pounds ; 
Second Lieutenant, three Pounds ten Shillings ; each Ser- 
geant, two Pounds eight Shillings; each Corporal, two 
Pounds four Shillings ; a Fifer, two Pounds four Shillings ; 
a Drummer, two Pounds four Shillings ; and eacrTPjivate, 
two Pounds." And each Non-Commissioned Officer and Sol- 
dier to be paid one Dollar for the use of aJBlanket, to be 
found by himself; and that they be enlisted to serve until 
the last day of December next, unless dismissed sooner by 
order of Congress or the Committee of Safety, under whose 
direction they are to be; and each man to provide himself 
a good Fire-Lock. 

Tuesday, August 29, 1775. 
Voted, That Major Hubbard, Benjamin Giles, Esq., and 
Thomas Sparhawh, Esq., be a Committee to settle the rank 
of Timothy Bedel, Esq., as commander of the Companies 
of Rangers raised in this Colony, one of which he now 
commands as Captain, and also fill up his Commission, and 
make report to this Congress as soon as may be. 

Voted, That in case General Schuyler shall make requi- 
sition of more Troops from this Colony, that if the Con- 
gress should not be then sitting, the Committee of Safety 
be and hereby are empowered to raise and equip such 
Forces, and give orders for marching them in the recess of 
the Congress. 

Voted, That Colonel William Whipple, Colonel David 
Gilman, Major Joseph Welch, Major Samuel Hobart, and 
Thomas Sparhaivk, Esq., be a Committee to form and bring 
in a Vote for perfecting the regulation of the Militia in this 
Colony. 

Voted, That the Ranging Companies be allowed billet- 
ing at the rate of nine Pence per day, for the time they 
shall be on duty in marching to Coos, when they are em- 
bodied there ; and each Officer and Soldier, who have not 
received a month's pay, to be paid it there ; and that Israel 
Morey, Esq., be appointed Paymaster, who is directed to 
return a proper Roll of such payments to tbe Committee 
of Safety. 

Voted, That Colonel BedeVs Company of Rangers be 
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made up to the number of sixty-six men, including Officers, 
and that he forthwith enlist and enrol them. 

Voted, That the Blanks for Commissions for the Military 
Officers of this Colony be forthwith printed. 

Voted^ That the Fiekl-Officers of each Regiment in this 
Colony recommencl to the Committee oT Safety a proper 
person to be Adjutant or Quartermaster for their respec- 
tive - Regiments, to be commissionated by said Committee 
oTsTfety. y 

Votejt/Tlwt there be a Surgeon appointed to Colonel 
Bedel's Company of Rangers. 

Voted, That the return of the Committee chosen to pre- 
pare a Vote to perfect the regulation of the Militia in this 
Colony, be received and established ; which regulation is 
as follows, viz: 

1. That the Commanding Officer of the Regiment in 
this Colony give notice to each Town in his Regiment, for 
all the training Soldiers to meet at the most publick and 
convenient place at said Town, in order to make choice of 
their Officers, agreeable to the directions of the Continental 
Congress, giving them eight days' notice ; and that one or 
more of the Field-Officers attend said meeting, and see the 
matter fairly conducted, and then give out the Commissions 
to the several Officers that shall be fairly elected by said 
Soldiers; and that each Commission, so given out, be pub- 
lished by said Field-Officer or Officers so attending, as soon 
as may be, and attest the choice as aforesaid, 

2. That each Town in this Colony, containing a suffi- 
cient number of training Soldiers to make two or more Com- 
panies, agreeable to the recommendation of the Continental 
Congress, be accordingly divided by a division line, to be 
drawn between them by the Selectmen and Committees of 
such Towns, or the major part of them. 

3. That the^Qfficers and Soldiers in the Militia be gov- 
erned By a law of this Colony, formerly made for the regu- 
lation of the Militia, (excepting that clause that relates to 
calling the Companies together,) and that the Captains of 
the respective Companies of Militia of this Colony call 
their respective Companies together at least once a month, 
when tbe_ season will admit of it, in order to acquaint them- 
selves with the use and exercise of Fire-Arms, according to 
the exercise published and printed in the year 1764. 

4. That Regimental Musters shall be made once in every 
year, at sdch time or times as the General Officer shall 
appoint. 

Voted, That the Colonel of each Regiment in this Colo- 
ny have a copy of the above Vote, in order to settle their 
respective Regiments as soon as may be. 

Wednesday, August 30, 1775. 

Voted, That Colonel Jonathan Chase be appointed Colo- 
nel of the Regiment lately commanded by Colonel Gilbert; 
Elisha Paine, Esq., be his Lieutenant-Colonel, Israel Cur- 
tis, Esq., bis "First Major, and Francis Smith, Esq., his 
Second Major. 

Voted, That William Whipple, John Dudley, Nicholas 
Gilman, Ebenczer Thompson, Stephen Evans, Samuel Ilo- 
bart, Wiseman Claggct, Benjamin Giles, and Jonathan 
Childs, Esquires, be a Committee to proportion the repre- 
sentation of jh^e several Towns and places in this Colony, 
in any future Congress or Convention, and lay a plan thereof 
before this Congress as soon as may be. 

Voted, That the Secretary of this Congress be paid seven 
Shillings per day for his services as Secretary, out of the 
Publick Treasury, by the Receiver-General. 

Voted, That there be paid by the Receiver-General, out 
of the Pubiick Treasury, to Captain John Langdon, one 
of our Delegates to the Continental Congress, the sum of one 
hundred Pounds, lawful money, to be by him accounted for. 

Voted, That the Company of Militia in Conway remain 
independent until further orders of the Congress. 

Voted, That the several Members of the two last Houses 
of Representatives of the Colony be paid, for each day's 
attendance in General Court before this time, five Shillings 
per day, out of the Publick Treasury, by the Receiver- 
General, (the number of days to be certified by their re- 
spective Clerks,) and that the same be added to the tax of 
their respective constituents in the next Tax Bill ; and that 



they be paid for travel, as usual, out of the Treasury, to be 
certified as aforesaid ; and that the respective Clerks have 
five Shillings per clay, out of the Publick Treasury, for their 
respective services, to be certified as aforesaid^ 

Voted, That Ichabod Raivlings, Esq., and Mr. Timothy 
Walker, Jun., be a Committee, fully empowered to repair 
to the Army, and there strictly examine into the Tosses 
sustained by every Officer and Soldier or the Troops raised 
by this Colony for the united service, in Clothing, Fire- 
Arms, Sic, that was their own property, or that they were 
accountable for, at the battle at Chadestown, and estimate 
what they think is the true loss sustained by each indivi- 
dual ; and that they then acquaint themselves with what 
value each individual has received towards^his loss, and 
then to pay each and every person, in money, what they 
find due to make up his loss; and that they apply to the 
Committee of Safety for orders on the Receiver-General 
for that purpose ; and that they apply to the Captain-Gene- 
ral, Commissary-General, or such other person as they think 
can inform them, to know if our engagement to give each 
Soldier a Coat will be performed by order of the United 
Colonies ; and also to provide a Blanket for each Soldier 
who has not received one, and to pay for those already pro- 
cured ; and to notify the Officers to transmit; by them all 
accounts they have against the Colony; and that they also 
pay a month's wages to each Soldier enlisted in the Conti- 
nental service who was returned by our Paymaster not paid. 

Whereas it is evident that many ill consequences bave 
followed upon so large a use of Spirituous Liquors as lias 
been commonly practised, upon the publication of Commis- 
sions and other military occasions, somO pefstib^ drinking 
to excess, which leads to confusion and disturbance, and 
greatly tends to frustrate the proper end and design of such 
military regulations and movements, viz: the improvement 
of the Soldiers in the use of arms. It being tbe duty and 
interest of a people to avoid extravagance and dissipation 
at all times, and especially at such a day as this, when we 
are under the awful rebukes of Providence, and tlieTiurden 
of publick charges must necessarily be very great, this Con- 
gress have thought themselves in duty bound earnestly to 
recommend it to the Soldiers that they will not expect nor 
desire such large and extravagant treats as have been (we 
cannot but say too much) used heretofore ; nothing doubt- 
ing that all that are friends to virtue and frugality, and have 
a generous regard to the welfare of their Country, will be 
pleased and gratified with a retrenchment of all extrava- 
gance in this way; and therefore we earnestly recommend 
it to all Officers in the Militia, whether of higher or lower 
rank, to forbear all extravagance, and practise a laudable 
moderation and economy in this way; and particularly we 
recommend that at the meetings of the Soldiers to choose 
their respective Officers, there by no means be any treats 
given or received, if offered antecedent to such choice ; all 
which we think is agreeable to the adviceof the honour- 
able Continental Congress, 

Thursday, August 31, 1775. 

Voted, That the Towns of Cardigan, Grafton, Pro- 
tectworth, and Savile, be and hereby are annexed to and 
made a part of the Regiment under the command of Colo- 
nel Jonathan Chase. 

Voted, That Mr. Sparhawk and Major Hubbard be 
added to the Committee for drawing up Instructions for 
our Delegates to the Continental Congress. 

Upon a motion of Col. March, Voted, That the Vote^ of 
the 24th inst., appointing William Whipple, Esq., Colonel 
of the First Regiment of Militia of this Colony, be recon- 
sidered. 

Voted, That Captain William Whipple be and hereby 
is appointed Colonel of the First Regiment of Militia in 
this Colony. 

Voted, That Benjamin Barker be appointea* Pirst Ma- 
jor of the First Regiment of Militia in this Colony, and 
Ephraim Pickering Second Major. 

Voted, That John Giddinge, Esq., the late Treasurer 
of the Congress, have the loan of twenty-nine Pounds, 
eighteen Shillings, and ten Pence, lawful money, to be 
delivered him by the Receiver-General, out of the Publick 
Treasury, to be accounted for by said Giddinge. 
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The Committee appointed to prepare a Plan for the 
future Representation of this Colony, made report as on 
file 

Voted, That it lie for consideration. 

Friday, September 1, 1775. 

Whereas there is great complaint made of the gross vio- 
lation of the Association formed by the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, by merchants and traders (both in town 
and country) selling English Goods at a much higher 
price than has been usual in the year last past, and that 
even Tea is sold by some one person at least; and that the 
Committees of Inspection, being some of them traders in 
such Goods themselves, or in connection with those that 
are, have not, in every case and upon every occasion, taken 
due care and pains to prevent and remedy such an unrea- 
sonable practice : 

Therefore, Resolved by this Congress, That any person 
or persons selling, or offering for sale, any English Goods 
at an extravagant price, or any Tea, contrary to the ex- 
press tenour of the Continental Association, and not dealt 
with by the Committee of such Town or place where he 
or they belong, (such Committee being notified thereof, 
and refusing,) may be cited before the Committee of any 
neighbouring Town, within ten miles, to answer any com- 
plaints of this kind properly exhibited before such Com- 
mittee; and upon refusal to appear, or sufficient proof made 
of the complaint so exhibited, and no sufficient satisfaction 
given that such extravagant sale of such Goods, as aforesaid, 
shall be discontinued, such person or persons to be pub- 
lished to the world as inimical to their Country, that all 
persons _may note them, and avoid all commercial inter- 
course with them, according to the advice of the Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Whereas this Congress, on the 25th of August last, by 
tbeiT vote, directed George Jaffrey, Esq., late Treasurer 
of this Colony, to lay his Treasury Accounts before this 
Congress, in order for settlement, on Tuesday then next, 
which time is now past, and the said late Treasurer's not 
appearing, nor writing to this Congress to give any reason 
for his not appearing, is very unsatisfactory, and some things 
offered by Noah Emery, Esq., in excuse for his non-ap- 
pearance, not having sufficient weight in the opinion of 
thisbody: 

Therefore, it is now once more Voted and Resolved, 
That said George Jaffrey, Esq., be directed to lay his said 
Accounts before this Congress, for their inspection and set- 
tlement, on the second day of their sitting next after the 
first day of October next. 

Upon considering the representation of the Committee 
of Safety of Portsmouth, relating to sundry persons com- 
mitting an outrage or assault on the property of one Mr. 
Woodward, 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety of Portsmouth 
be desired to require of the delinquents bonds, with sureties 
in a sufficient sum, for their appearance to answer to said 
Woodward} 's complaint, at some future time, before said 
Committee, and upon their refusal, to commit them to 
Jail ; and that said Committee be desired to take particu- 
lar care to hinder gaming, agreeable to the recommenda- 
tion of the Continental Congress. 

Voted, That four Regiments of. Minute-Men be raised, 
to be enlisted out of the several Regiments of Militia in 
this Colony, viz : the first to be enlisted out of the four 
Regiments commanded by Colonel Whipple, Colonel 
Evans, Colonel Moulton, and Colonel Gilman; the se- 
cond to be enlisted out of the several Regiments of Colonel 
Bartlett, that lately Colonel Thornton's, that lately Colo- 
nel Lutwyche's, and that lately Colonel Kidder's; the third 
to be ! enlisted out of the several Regiments commanded 
by Colonel Moore, Colonel Stickney, Colonel Badger, 
and Colonel Hobart ; and the fourth to be enlisted out of 
the sejeeral Regiments commanded by Colonel Ashley, 
Colonel Bellows, Colonel Chase, and Colonel Morey. 

Voted, Joshua Wingate to be First Colonel of the First 
RegimenLof Minute-Men, Jonathan Burnam to be Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, James Hacket to be First Major, and 
George Gams to be Second Major. 

Voted, Samuel Hobart, Esq., to be First Colonel of the 



Second Regiment of Minute-Men, Robert Moore to be 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Samuel Philbrick to be First Major, 
and Timothy Farrar to be Second Major. 

Voted, Timothy Walker, Jun., to be First Colonel of 
the Third Regiment of Minute-Men, Samuel Conner to be 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Daniel Sanborn, Esq., First Major, 
and Benjamin Goold Second Major. 

Voted, Samuel Stevens, Esq., to be First Colonel of 
the Fourth Regiment of Minute-Men, Thomas Gilbert 
to be First Lieutenant-Colonel, Jonathan Griswald to 
be First Major, and Elisha Whitcomb Second Major. 

Voted, That Colonel Samuel Hobart, Jolm Dudley, 
Esq., Mr. Moses Dow, Thomas Sparhaivk, Esq., Jona- 
than Lovewell, Esq., Benjamin Giles, Esq., and Colonel 
Timothy Walker, be a Committee to bring in a Vote for 
settling and regulating the Minute-Men, as to their enlist- 
ment, equipment, and encouragement, and as to commis- 
sioning them and giving other orders concerning them. 

Saturday, September 2, 1775. 

Voted, That the Report of the aforesaid Committee be 
received and accepted, as follows, viz : 

That the Field-Officers of each Regiment of Minute- 
Men give out Enlisting Orders to as many men as are neces- 
sary for Officers in their respective Regiments, (endeavour- 
ing to proportion them among the several Regiments as 
near as may be,) and that they have liberty to enlist one- 
fourth or quarter part out of each Company of Militia ; 
that great care be taken that said Orders be given out to 
good men, well disposed in the cause of this Country. 

That each Soldier enlisted as aforesaid furnish himself 
with Arms, &c, agreeable to the recommendation of the 
Continental Congress. 

That every Soldier enlisted as aforesaid shall meet at 
some convenient place in their own Town, according to 
the order of the Commanding Officer, one half day in 
every fortnight, to acquaint themselves with the art mili- 
tary. And every person so enlisted, when called to actual 
duty, (excepting the aforesaid half days,) shall be allowed 
the same wages per month as are allowed for those already 
in service in the Continental Army; said Soldiers to con- 
tinue in the service till further orders of. the Congress. 

Voted, That Ezekiel Gvmmer, the Doorkeeper to the 
two late Houses of Assembly, be paid by the Receiver- 
General, out of the Publick Treasury, three Shillings per 
day for his attendance on the said Assemblies, by certifi- 
cate from the Clerk of said Assemblies, 

Voted, That there be raised, levied, and paid by the 
inhabitants of this Colony, in the same proportion as was" 
last used in proportioning the Tax of this Colony, the sum 
of four thousand Pounds, lawful money, (instead of the 
three thousand voted by this Congress in May last,) and 
paid unto Nicholas Gilman, Esq., of Exeter, as Treasurer 
of this Colony, and to the Treasurer or Receiver-General 
of this Colony for the time being, by the first day of Feb- 
ruary next; and that the said Treasurer .issue his Warrants 
for assessing the same to the Selectmen of each Town in 
this Colony; and where there are no Selectmen, that the 
inhabitants of such Town or place receive the said War- 
rant, and immediately assemble and choose Selectmen 
and other necessary officers for the purpose aforesaid. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety assist the Re- 
ceiver-General in forming Warrants for assessing and levy- 
ing the Colony Taxes for this year. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be empowered 
to give a form of Enlistment of the Minute-Men to the 
several Colonels of the Regiments of Minute-Men. 

Voted, That the Company of Matrosses or_ Artillery- 
Men, under the command of Captain Titus Salter, be 
forthwith mustered by Colonel Hobart, andthat ihey be 
allowed to draw their allowance of Provisions; "according 
to the allowance of the Continental Army; and that Sa- 
muel Cutts, Esq., be desired to provide for them, until 
further orders of the Congress, or of the Committee of 
Safety. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the several Tavern- 
ers and Retailers in this Colony to render a true account 
of, and pay their excise for the current year to the Select- 
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men of the ir respective Towns and places, and that the 
said Selectmen pay the same to the Receiver-General, 
Nicholas Oilman, Esq., at Exeter, or to the Receiver- 
General for the time being, for the use of this Colony. 
Voted, That this Congress be adjourned to Tuesday, 



the last day of October next, at three of the o'clock, after- 
noon, to meet at this place; and that if any thing should 
happen in the mean time that the Committee of Safety 
shall think of sufficient importance, that they have power 
to convene this Congress sooner. 



NEW. YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Die Luna;, 9 ho. A. M., August 7, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

A draught of a Letter to General Wooster was read and 
approved, before a sufficient number of Members appeared 
to constitute a Congress. Soon after, a sufficient number of 
Members appeared in the Congress Chamber, and the said 
draught being again read, and a postscript added thereto, 
the said Letter and postscript are in the words following, 
to wit : 

Sir : The Congress are not now sitting. We are under a 
necessity of applying to you for the loan of two hundred 
pounds of Gunpowder. 

Please, Sir, to deliver to the order of Ezra L' Hommedieu 
and John Foster, Esqrs., two hundred weight of Powder, on 
account of this Colony, for which the Congress here will 
send you an ,order, and see it replaced as soon as possible. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

P. V. B. Livingston, President. 

August 7, 1775, 

N. B. The Congress are since met, and request you 
immediately to send off four Companies of your Troops, to 
march to the east end of Long- Island, to assist the inha- 
bitants there in preventing the stock from being taken off 
by the King's Troops, for the use of the Army at Boston. 
They are there to be under the command of Colonel 
Phineas Fanning. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and sent to General Wooster. 

A draught of a Letter to Colonel Phineas Fanning was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit: 

Sib: You are requested immediately to repair to the 
east end of Long-Island, and take the command of the 
Militia to be raised there, and the Troops that will be sent 
from General Wooster' s camp, and also the Forces raised 
by this Colony now on the island, and use your best endea- 
vours to prevent the cattle from being taken off the island 
by the Ministerial Army, and protect the inhabitants from 
insult. 

We depend on your activity and courage, and hope you 
will be able to give a good account of General Gage's 
detachment. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. By order of 
Congress. 
To Colonel Phineas Fanning, at Southold. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and sent by the Messenger from Suffolk 
County. 

A draught of a Letter to Mr. John Chatfield, Chairman 
of the Cominittee of Easthampton, was read and approved, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

Sir: We have received your express, and request you 
would use your best endeavours to prevent the Ministerial 
Army from taking off the cattle from your island. As Colo- 
nel Fanning is near the spot, we desire that he take the 
command of the Troops that may be raised for this service. 
Powder, &c, will be sent you immediately, with four 
Companies from General Wooster's camp. These Troops 
are also to act under Colonel Fanning. 

Orders have been sent to Captain Grennell to march to 
your assistance immediately. We depend on your activity, 
and are your humble servants. 

By order of the Congress. 
John Chatfield, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 

Correspondence, Easthampton. 

P. S. It is requested that the Officers that you may 
employ in this service be under Colonel Farming's com- 
mand, and that you would provide the Troops with all 
necessaries.' 



Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and sent by the Messenger from Suffolk 
County. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., August 8, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment, and opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Auchmuty. Present : 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

A Letter from the Committee of Tryon County, dated 
the 15th ultimo, was read and filed, whereby they inform the 
Congress that John Fry, Anthony Van Vechttn, and Mat- 
thew Warmood, the officers appointed to a Company in 
that County, have declined the service ; and that the said 
Committee have appointed Christopher P. Yates Captain, 
Andrew Fink, Jun., and John Keyser, Jun., Lieutenants. 

A Letter from Christopher P. Yates, of the 25th ult., 
was read, whereby it appears that he had raised fifty-one 
Soldiers for his Company, and expected to have the Com- 
pany full in ten days. 

Ordered, That Warrants be made out to those gentle- 
men in Tryon County, to wit: Christopher F.Yates, Cap- 
tain ; Andrew Fink, Jun., First Lieutenant, and John Key- 
ser, Jun., Second Lieutenant; and that the said Warrants 
be dated on the 15th ultimo. 

Resolved, That the several Committees and Sub-Com- 
mittees of the different Counties within this Colony be di- 
rected immediately to purchase or hire all the Arms, with 
or without Bayonets, that are fit for present service, (upon 
the credit of the Colony,) and to deliver them to the re- 
spective Colonels in this Colony employed in the Contiaen- 
tal service, or their order, for the use of the Continental 
Army. 

Resolved, That the said Colonels execute the above 
Resolution in those Districts where the Committee shall 
neglect or be unable to comply with the above Resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Joseph Hallett and Egbert 
Dumond proceed forthwith to Philadelphia, with the 
Warrant from the Continental Congress for One Hundred 
and Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars, to receive and remit 
the same in parcels to this Congress, by safe conveyances. 

And Ordered, That the said Warrant be delivered to 
those gentlemen, or one of them, by Peter V. B. Living- 
ston, Esq., the President of this Congress; and it is re- 
quested that the Continental Treasurers discharge the said 
Warrant with all possible despatch, as the publick creditors 
are very pressing for their demands. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., pay to 
Thomas Pettit, as Doorkeeper of this Congress, twenty 
Pounds, on account, and take his receipt for the same. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lispenard, Mr. Brasher, Mr. 
Journey, Colonel Ten Broeck, Colonel James Van Cort- 
landt, Colonel Hoffman, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Herring, Mr. 
Williams, Captain Ilornbeck, Colonel Blackwell, Mr. 
Marlati, and Mr. Watkins, be a Committee to form and 
report a proper arrangement of the Militia of this Colony, 
and that they report with all convenient speed. 

A Memorial of Phili-p Van Rensselaer, of Albany, ap- 
pointed by Robert Livingston, Esq., Deputy Commissar) - 
General, to purchase barrelled Pork for the Use of the 
Continental Army, was read. The said Memorial sets forth 
that Pork cannot be purchased in this Colony, and requests 
that this Congress would write to Governoitr Trumbull for 
leave to purchase four hundred and fifty barrels of good 
merchantable Pork in Connecticut, and have the same 
shipped to Messrs. Dennis ty- Dawson, in New-York. 

Ordered, That Governour Trumbull be requested, and he 
is hereby requested by this Congress, to permit the quantity 
of four hundred and fifty barrels of good merchantable Pork 
to be sent to New- York, to the care of Messrs; Dermis &f 



5%5 



NEW- YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, AUGUST, 1775. 



526 



Dawson, to be forwarded for the use of the Continental 
Army in the northern part of this Colony. 

A draught of a Letter to Major-General Schuyler was read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

Sik : We have received your several letters of the 16th, 
21st, 22d, 26th, and 27th of July, the first of which was 
received on the 31st of July, and others all on the 1st of 
August. Although we have deferred answering them till 
now, yet be assured that we have paid the most unremitted 
attention to the subject-matter of them, and have been 
doing every thing in our power to comply with the requisi- 
tions contained in them. We are sensible of the necessity 
you urge of strengthening the garrisons at Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point, and have been indefatigable in preparing 
our Regiments to embark for that purpose, but find our- 
selves much embarrassed in procuring arms. This day 
four Companies of Colonel McDougalVs Regiment, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Rilzema, are embarked 
for Albany, completely equipped ; and rest assured, Sir, that 
no time shall be lost in forwarding the remainder of them 
as soon as they have arms. The Albany Regiment, we 
understand, is full, and nearly supplied with arms; Colonel 
Clinton's, though full, have scarcely any arms at all. Orders 
have been given to the several Colonels to send such of 
their men as are furnished with arms, and they will be 
followed by the rest as soon as possible. The greater part 
of the clothing and other necessaries have already been 
forwarded for the Regiment at Albany. We enclose Mr. 
Curtenius's account of all the supplies he has furnished, from 
which it will appear that almost all the articles in your 
estimate are sent: the rest will be forwarded in a few 
days. 

We have appointed Mr. Duer Deputy Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, and his commission has been sent to him by Colonel 
Campbell, so that we hope he has joined, or will join you 
soon. With respect to the appointment of a commander of 
the Artillery, recommended by you to our attention, we are 
utterly at a loss for a proper person to fill that office, and 
therefore have as yet done nothing in the matter. Captain 
Lamb has orders for marching ; he has about thirty men 
enlisted in his Company of Artillery, and orders to fill it up 
by draughts out of the four Regiments at Ticonderoga. 

We have the pleasure to inform you that, in addition to 
what was before sent, two tons and a half of powder was 
forwarded from Dobbs's Ferry last week, by Captain Doice. 
The Congress, in order to procure a supply of arms, have 
resolved that every soldier who finds his own arms shall be 
allowed ten Shillings for the use of them, and that such as 
have them not shall be furnished by the Province ; and for 
this purpose we have authorized the several Committees in 
the Counties to hire or purchase such arms as can be got 
for the nse_of the Province. We are, Sir, &c. 

P. S. We should be glad to know what progress has 
been made in the enlistment of the Green Mountain Boys. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the President, and transmitted, with the accounts therein 
mentioned enclosed, by the first conveyance. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 



morning. 



Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., August 9, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Rodgers. Present: 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

A Letter from Robert Hempstead, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of SQUthoJJ,m Suffolk County, of the 7th instant, 
was read and filed. The said Letter informs that thirteen 
sail of vessels, eight of which were supposed to be ships 
of war, had been cjfnising between Montauk and Fisher's 
Island, anrl werejhen riding at anchor between that island 
and ihe Oyster Fonds. The said Letter prays for an addi- 
tional supply of Gunpowder. 

Mr. Hobart, from the Committee to form an arrangement 
of the Militia of this Colony, delivered in a Report, and 
asked leave to sit again. The said Report was read ; and 
being again read, paragraph by paragraph, and amended, 
was filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

YoiirJCommittee do report that it be recommended — 
1. That every County, City, Manor, Town, Precinct, 



and District, within this Colony, where the same is not 
already done, be divided into Districts or Beats, by the 
respective Committees, in such manner that out of each 
may be formed one Military Company, ordinarily to con- 
sist of about eighty-three able-bodied and effective men, 
Officers included, between sixteen and fifty years of age ; 
the Battalion commanded by Colonel Lasher, the Compa- 
nies of Artillery, Light-Horse, and Hussars, in the City and 
County of New- York, and the Troops of Horse Compa- 
nies, of Grenadiers, and the associated Companies already 
formed in the several Cities and Counties within this Colo- 
ny, excepted. 

2. That in each Company so to be formed there be 
chosen, in the manner hereinafter mentioned, one Captain, 
two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corpo- 
rals, one Clerk, one Drummer, and one Fifer. 

3. That two Committee-Men, at the least, attend in each 
District or Beat, on a day to be by them appointed, for the 
purpose of choosing the abovementioned Officers, who shall 
be persons within such Beat or District who have signed 
the General Association recommended by this Congress ; 
that such choice or election be made in the manner follow- 
ing, to wit: After the Company is drawn up, the Com- 
mittee-Men who preside at the election may repair to a 
station at some convenient distance from the Company, 
then let the men pass in a single file between them, each 
man giving in the name of the person Tie chooses to fill 
the office in question ; the majority of such votesto deter- 
mine the election. But in case the votes shall be so di- 
vided that no one has the majority, then the presiding 
Committee-Men to acquaint the Company therewith, and 
call them to a new election; the same to be repeated till 
such majority be obtained, or the Company agree upon 
some other mode of choosing the Officers. The names of 
the Captains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns, so chosen, to be 
returned, with all convenient speed, to this or some future 
Provincial Congress of this Colony, or, during their recess, 
to the Committee of Safety, to be commissioned by them. 

4. That whenever a vacancy shall happen in any Com- 
pany, by the promotion, death, or resignation of an Officer, 
such vacancy to be filled up in the beforementioned manner. 

5. That those Companies in the above excepted Bat- 
talion, commanded by Col. Lasher, which are now under 
the direction of Field-Officers, shall for the future be com- 
manded by Captains, who are to be chosen in the mariner 
above directed. 

6. That for the purpose of completely carrying into exe- 
cution the recommendation of the Continental Congress, 
after the whole Militia is formed as above, that every fourth 
man of each Company be selected for Minute-Men, of such 
persons as are willing to enter into this necessary service ; 
that the Officers of the Militia make, with all convenient 
speed, a return of the names of those persons to the Com- 
mittee of their respective Counties, who shall thereupon 
arrange those men into Companies, and who are to recom- 
mend to such new arranged Companies the choice of their 
Officers, in the manner abovementioned. Provided, that 
where whole Companies offer their service as Minute- 
Men, they shall be commanded by the Officers already 
chosen, and the remaining number of the Minute-Men shall 
be completed out of (he other Companies, as above. 

7. That the several Committees do return to the Secre- 
tary of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, the names 
of such persons as do refuse to conform to the above Re- 
solve. 

All which is humbly submitted. 

Ordered, That Congress do agree with the said Com- 
mittee in their Report ; and Ordered, That it be published, 
as Resolutions of this Congresspin all the Newspapers. 

The Mayor and some other of the Magistrates attending 
at the door, informed one of the Members that Captain 
Vandeput, of His Majesty's Ship Asia, had requested to 
know whether he will receive a Boat in lieu of that lately 
destroyed. 

Ordered, That the Mayor and Magistrates be informed 
that it is the sense of this Congress that a new Boat be 
built for the use of His Majesty's Ship Asia. 

Thereupon the Congress entered into a Resolutisn in the 
words following, to wit : 

Whereas the Barge ordered to be built, to replace the 
one belonging to His Majesty's Ship Asia, lately destroyed, 
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was, when lately finished, sawed to pieces in the night by 
some disorderly persons, 

Resolved, That the Mayor and Magistrates of this City 
be requested to procure another Barge, to be built in this 
City, for the purpose aforesaid ; and all persons are strictly 
enjoined not to obstruct the building the said Barge, or the 
delivery thereof to the commander of His Majesty's said 
Ship, as those who shall give any obstruction thereto will 
be considered and treated as enemies to their Country. 

Ordered, That the same be published in the News- 
papers. 

A Letter from Peter T. Curtenius^ was read and filed. 
He therein, encloses an Invoice of certain bales of Goods 
which may be purchased for cash at Philadelphia, and set- 
ting forth his great difficulties for want of money. 

-Many of ibeTJoods mentioned in the said Invoice being 
unnecessary for the supplies now wanted in this Colony, 
and others of extremely high price, 

Ordered, That Mr. Curtcnius be desired not to purchase 
them. 

Captain Thomas Wickham having at present the care of 
Gardiner's Island, and the Stock thereon, 

Ordered, That he have leave to go there, to endeavour 
to prevent the Stock from being taken on board of the 
Ships now there, for the use of General Gage's Army; and 
that Mr. Wickham be considered as present, and Suffolk 
County Members have a vote while he is absent on that 
business. 

* Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., August 10, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Gano. Present: 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 
A Letter from Colonel Phineas Fanning, dated the 8th 
instant^jnforming of the situation of thirteen sail of vessels 
at Gardiner's Island Point, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Isaac Sears, of the 8th instant, excusing 
his absence, and informing that he will be necessarily ab- 
sent this month. 

Ordered, That the powers of the Military Committee be 
contin ued f or one week from this day. 

:..Tiie T! Cflngress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 

&±- i *,- - ■'■ Pie Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., August 11, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr.Inglis. 

On mgtion_or (Colonel McDougall, Ordered, That one 
hundred and twenty-five Pouches, Belts, Bayonet Belts, 
and plings, be made for the Officers of the Four Regi- 
ments, and for the Officers of the Artillery Company. 

A_ L etterjr om, .Thgmas. Hclrne, Chairman pro tempore 
of the Committee of Brookhave.n. bearing date the 3d day 
of August instant, was read and filed. The said Letter 
>afc™s il t ba|,Pa|pa Jme : s Lyon, Benjamin Floyd, Doctor 
Gilbert Smitn^ Joseph Denton, Richard Floyd, and John 
Baylies, Innkeeper, are counteracting every measure re- 
commended for redress of grievances, and opposing the 
'IgpS^LS^^gs and Committees; that they have 
%fe^2?S: .wiFiurnish, and that it is suspected they have 
fu mi sTjed 7t he men of war and cutters with provisions. The 
sl@ : „C^mitt|e request the Congress to direct such mea- 
sures asThej: shall think proper to suppress such conduct. 
.QrW, That Mr. Kissarn, Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Low, 
M^L^Wmlhu, Mr. Herring, and Mr. Ward, be a 
Com mitte e to Jake . the subject-matter of the said Letter 
into (Mnsjdfiralion, and that they report such generaLreso- 
lutions OTTeplations as may be proper to be entered into, 
rJPjflfgered by" flnsTJongress to be done in cases of this 
nature. 

' Resolved ami Ordered, That the Colonels McDougall, 
^I^MBx^M,°MB'J q respectively march to Albany, v\ ith' 
all con v enTent" speed, with the men now raised and under 
their respective commands, (except the three Companies at 
the easL end of Z/ ong-Island, and such Recruiting Officers 
as they sha ll think necessary to leave to recruit men,) and 
tjmt tEey there wait the directions of their General Officer 
or Offi cers . _ 



Resolved and Ordered, That the Pay of the Officers 
employed in the Troops now raised or raising in this Colo- 
ny, shall commence from the time they were respectively 
taken into the service. 

Mr. Low, from the Committee appointed to report the 
ways and means best adapted to discharge the Debts con- 
tracted for the exigencies of this Colony, delivered in their 
Report, which was read and filed. 

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into consider- 
ation next Tuesday morning. 

Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Verplanck be a 
Committee to reconsider the Bounty agreed by this Con- 
gress to be given on Gunpowder, and to report a proper 
Resolve for applying the said Bounty to the making of 
Saltpetre. 

A Letter from Samuel Broome, bearing date this day, 
was read and filed. He thereby informs the Congress that 
he had withdrawn his Company from Colonel Lasher's Bat- 
talion, to prevent some dispute with another Company; that 
when he returns from the country, he wilT with pleasure 
join any other Battalion. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A.TVL, August 13, 17737 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournmeni. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Laidley. Present : 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 
Major William Williams, one of theDeputies of Cumber- 
land County, produced a Certificate of James Clay, Chair- 
man pro tempore of Cumberland County Congress, which 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"In Congress, Westminster County Hall, July 267 1775. 

"Resolved, nem. con., That our Delegates, chosen on the 
7th day of June last, be qualified to act In the Provincial 
Congress at New-York, singly, in as ample andfuTia man- 
ner, when but one is present, as thevvhple of saldjDeie- 
gates, when the whole are present at said'ProvInciaT Co n- 

■ " ' <J James Clay, Chairman pro tern, of 

said County Congress." 

A Letter from General Montgomery, of the 8th instant, 
was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtcnius be requested to 
purchase six hundred Blankets, and to purchase and pro- 
cure to be made six hundred Tomplines, and seven hun- 
dred and twenty pair of Shoes, and forward the same to 
Albany with all possible despatch. 

A copy of the Examination of Garret Roseboom,of the 
City of Albany, taken before the Sub-Committee of the 
City and County of Albany, on the 15th July last, and 
also a copy of the Examination of Benjamin Davis, (alias 
John Johnson,) sworn before John Ten Broeck, Esq., at 
Albany, both relating to Indian affairs, Were read and fifed. 

Mr. Roosevelt, from the Committee to jecoirsider of jK§ 
Bounty resolved to be given on Gunpowder, delivered in 
their Report, in the words following, to wit : 

Your Committee for considering the Resolution of this 
Congress of the 9th of June last, for allowing a Bounty on 
all Gunpowder manufactured in t his C olony, and also of 
proper encouragement to be given for the manufacture of 
Saltpetre, do report, that they conceive that this Congress 
cannot, consistent with honour, recede from the^Resolution 
entered into respecting the Bounty on Gunpowder. That, 
notwithstanding, proper encouragemenTTdught to be given 
for the manufacture of Saltpetre ; that, therefore, they are of 
opinion that this Congress do enter into a resolution to stipu- 
late the price of good and merchantable Saltpetre at half a 
Dollar for each pound that shall be made in this Colony 
before the first day of October, 1776; and that they will 
purchase, on account of the United Colonies, all that the 
respective manufacturers cannot dispose of at that rate, to 
the manufacturers of Gunpowder, during the period afore- 
said. : _ 3~ 

Your Committee do further repo rt, that such a Resol u- 
tion: is agreeable to a recommend at ion of theXontinenta l 
Congress of the 28th of July last. 
; All which is most humbly submitted by your CommkTeeT 

= ■■■ -■ :■*■■« Isaac Roosevelt. 
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A Letter from Captain Henry B. Livingston, informing 
that his Company is ready, and requesting to know who is 
his Colonel, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Hoffman write a private Letter, 
in answer to Mr. Livingston's Letter, and enclose him 
copies of such Papers and such extracts of the Minutes as 
will give him proper information. 

A Memorial of Peter Clopper and sundry other Mer- 
chants of the City of New-York, was read and filed. 

The Memorialists set forth, that a difference of opinion 
hath arisen in this City, with respect to the propriety of 
shipping Flax Seed to Ireland from this Colony, and beg 
that the Congress will, by some act or publication of theirs, 
declare whether the people of this Colony are or are not 
at liberty to ship Flax Seed as aforesaid, and also to satisfy 
the publick of the sense of the Continental Congress on 
that subject, if such their sense has been communicated to 
this Congress, as before suggested. 

Thereupon, the Congress entered into a Resolution, in 
the words following, to wit, : 

Whereas doubts have arisen in the minds of some of the 
good people in this Colony, respecting the propriety of ex- 
porting Flax Seed before the 10th of September next: And 
whereas tire respectable Continental Congress thought pro- 
per not to make any alteration in the Non-Exportation 
System agreed to last year: In order to remove such 
doubts, 

Resolved, That this Congress are clearly of opinion, that 
every person hath an undoubted right to export that article 
before the 10th of September next. 

Ordered, That the above Resolution be published in 
the Newspapers. 

A draught of a Letter to Brigadier-General Montgo- 
mery, in answer to his Letter received this day, was read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 
In Provincial Congress, August 12, 1775. 

Sm : Your letter of the 8th August has been considered 
by the Congress, and, agreeable to your request, they have 
directed Mr. Curtenius to forward you with all possible 
despatch such of the articles of your order as have not yet 
been sent up. They are doubtful if the whole can be pro- 
cured immediately, but as fast as they can be obtained you 
will have them sent to you. Arms cannot be had here, 
but the Committee of Albany are furnished with a reso- 
lution which will readily enable them to purchase or hire 
as many as you want. Four Companies of the First Regi- 
ment of New- York Troops are, we hope, before this time, 
with you, ^iid the others are preparing to follow with all 
expedition. We shall pay a proper attention to the ap- 
prehensions you express from the half-pay officers and 
others who are not well affected to American liberty; and 
we trust to the vigilance of the Albany Committee, that 
they will use every necessary precaution to render abortive 
the designs of our enemies. 

We are, Sir, yours, Sic. By order. 
Brigadier-General Montgomery. 

P. S. You have been misinformed with respect to the 
arrival of Gunpowder here ; we are sorry to inform you 
we are entirely destitute, as yet, of that very necessary 
article. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and sign- 
ed by the President, and transmitted by the Messenger 
who brought General Montgomery's Letter. 

The Congress then adjourned to next Tuesday morn- 
ing, at nine o'clock. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., August 15, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No prayers. 
A Letter from General Schuyler, of the 31st of July 
last, from Ticonderoga, was read and filed. 

The several Papers referred to in the preceding Letter 
from General Schuyler were respectively read and filed, 
and are in the words following, to wit : 

" Dorset, July 28, 1775. 

"May it please your Honour: In compliance with 
the orders of Congress, as well as your recommendation, 
I enclose the proceedings of our Committee meeting on 
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the New-Hampshire Grants, upon due notice to the Towns 
in general. All which is humbly submitted to your wis- 
dom, not doubting but the warrants will issue agreeable to 
our wishes. We are your most obedient. 
" In behalf of the Committee : 

" Nathan Clark, Chairman. 
" To the Honourable General Schuyler." 

" At a meeting of the Committees of the several Town- 
ships on the New-Hampshire Grants, west of the Range 
of Green Mountains, convened at the house of Mr. Ce- 
phas Rents, in the Township of Dorset, July 27, 1775 — 
Voted as follows, to wit : 

" 1st. Chose Mr. Nathan Clark Chairman. 

"2d. Chose John Fasset Clerk. 

" 3d. The motion being made and seconded, Whether 
this Convention shall prosecute in choosing Field and other 
Officers, according to the Provincial Congress and your 
Honour's direction ? Passed in the affirmative. 

" Then proceeded as follows : 

"4th. Chose Mr. Seth Warner Lieutenant-Colonel for 
the Regiment of Green Mountain Boys, by a majority of 
forty-one to five. 

" 5th. Chose Mr. Samuel Safford Major for said Regi- 
ment, by a majority of twenty-eight to seventeen. 

" Then proceeded and chose seven Captains and four- 
teen Lieutenants, by a great majority, viz : 

" Captains : Weight Hopkins, Oliver Potter, John 
Grant, William Fitch, Gideon Brownson, Micah Vail, 
Heman Allen. 

" First Lieutenants : John Fasset, Ebenezer Allen, 
Barnabas Barnam, Jille Bleaksley, Ira Allen, Gideon 
Warren, David Galusha. 

" Second Lieutenants : Johan Noble, James Claghorn, 
John Chipman, Nathan Smith, Jesse Sawyer, Joshua 
Stanton, Philo Hard. 

" Nathan Clark, Chairman." 

" Head-Quarters, Ticonderoga, July 31, 1775. 

" Sir : Your letter, dated Dorset, 28th July, has been 
delivered me by Captain Fitch, together with the votes 
that were enclosed. The choice of the Captains and Lieu- 
tenants being left unconditional to the people, those chosen 
will receive their warrants as soon as they come to my 
hands. And that the levying of the men may not be re- 
tarded, you will signify to them that I hereby empower 
them immediately to proceed to that business, without 
waiting for the warrants. And in order to prevent any 
confusion that may take place, the Captains and Lieuten- 
ants must immediately signify to me, in writing, that they 
accept or decline the offices to which they have been elect- 
ed. The votes I shall immediately transmit to Congress, 
that they may approve of the Field-Officers, or appoint 
others out of your body, as they may think proper. 

" I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

" Philip Schuyler. 
" To Mr. Nathan Clark, Chairman, he." 

Ordered, That Blank Warrants be sent to General 
Schuyler, for the seven Captains and fourteen Lieutenants 
of the Troops to be raised by this Colony from among 
those called Green Mountain Boys. 

Ordered, That General Schuyler be requested and au- 
thorized to appoint a Lieutenant-Colonel or Major, or both, 
for the Troops to be raised by this Colony from among 
those called Green Mountain Boys, when such a number 
of them are raised as (in his opinion) shall make it neces- 
sary. 

Resolved, That when the Green Mountain Boys are 
raised, each of them shall be furnished with a Coat; and 
that Mr. Peter T. Curtenius be requested to purchase 
coarse green Cloth for jhat purpose, and red Cloth suffi- 
cient to face those Coals, and to have two hundred and 
twenty-five Coats, of a large size, made of the said Cloth. 

Messrs. Low, Walton, Micheau, Conner, Journey, and 
Polhemus, dissent. 

And Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius be re- 
quested to purchase proper materials for Tents, and get 
a sufficient number of Tents made for two hundred and 
twenty-five men of the Green Mountain Boys, as soon as 
proper materials for Tents can be procured. 
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Ordered, That a Letter be wrote to the Hon. Robert R. 
Livingston, Esq., requesting that all the Gunpowder now 
at the Powder Mill at Rhinebeck be sent to Walter Liv- 
ingston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-General at Albany, to 
be by him forwarded to General Schuyler, at Ticondero- 
ga, or his order, agreeable to General Schuyler's request. 

A Letter from Mr. Ethan Allen, bearing date at Ticon- 
deroga, on the 20th July, ultimo, was read and filed. He 
thereby assures the Congress that he will use his influence 
to promote a reconciliation between this Government and 
its former discontented subjects on the New-Hampshire 
Grants. 

A Letter from Angus McDonald, bearing date at Fair- 
field, on the 11th instant, directed to any Printer, and com- 
plaining of ill treatment by one of the Riflemen, was read 
and filed. 

A Memorial of Captain Jacobus Wynkoop, dated this 
day, alleging that, considering his age and former services, 
he conceives himself aggrieved in his rank and situation in 
the Troops now raised in this Colony, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Captain Henry B. Livingston, bearing 
date the 10th instant, informing that the Soldiers in his 
Company are dissatisfied because they are not allowed 
Underclothes, was read and filed. 

A Letter of William Duer, Esq., bearing date this day, 
was read and filed. He thereby expresses his respect and 
gratitude for the confidence this Congress placed in his zeal 
for the publick service, in appointing him Deputy Adju- 
tant-General, and requesting an indulgence of three days, 
to determine whether his connection with his brothers in 
Dominica will admit of his accepting the commission, with- 
out risking their fortune by his political conduct, 

A Letter from General Montgomery, of the 10th in- 
stant, was read and filed. He thereby requests that each 
of the Provincial Troops sent forward to Ticonderoga may 
be furnished with Gunpowder, at the rate of a quarter of a 
pound per man. 

Two copies of the Association, signed by the Inhabi- 
tants oCAmenia Precinct, in Dutchess County, were re- 
turned and filed. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., August 16, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No pray- 
ers. Present: 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President, fcc. 

A Muster- Roll or Return of Goose Van SckaicFs 
Regiment, signed by Colonel Van Schaiclc, was read and 
filed. 

A Letter from Johannes Sleght, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee at Kingston, to the Deputies of Ulster Coun- 
ty, bearing date the 14th instant, was read and filed. He 
thereby informs, that the Soldiers raised in that part of the 
County have been promised by their Officers to have a 
Drilling Waistcoat and Breeches, two Shirts, two pair of 
Hose, a pair of Shoes, and a Hat ; that the Soldiers are 
now dissatisfied and uneasy, and refuse to march before 
they receive what was promised to them, and requests 
directions by the return of the Messenger. 

A draught of an Answer to Johannes Sleght, Esq., was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, August 1G, 1775. 

Sir: The Delegates from your County laid before the 
Congress a letter from you, dated the 14th instant, inform- 
in" them that dissatisfaction has arisen among the soldiers 
raised among you, on account of their not receiving jackets, 
breeches, &c, over and above their monthly pay, as you 
say their officers promised them. In answer to which, the 
Congress inform you that the officers had no authority 
from them to make any such promises, and that they have 
resolved to furnish them with no other part of their cloth- 
ing than a coat, which is at the particular expense of this 
Colony, and is more than any others of the Continental 
Troops are allowed. Four Companies of the New- York 
Regiment have already proceeded to Ticonderoga, and 
three more will proceed in a day or two, who were fur- 



nished with only a coat at the publick expense. You will 
be pleased, therefore, to direct the officers to proceed with 
their Troops to Albany with all possible speed, as no fur- 
ther allowance for clothing will be made. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. By order. 

To Johannes Sleght, Esq., Chairman of the Committee at 
Kingston. 

P. S. A blanket is allowed to each soldier, at Continen- 
tal charge. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Hon. Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Esq., and the other Members of the Committee of 
Secrecy, at Philadelphia, was read and approved of, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 16, 1775. 

Sir : It is with reluctance that we make the present 
application, but being disappointed in the arrival of a ves- 
sel which we had despatched about three months since for 
a supply of gunpowder, and having freely exhausted our 
small stock for the Continental service, we now find our- 
selves necessitated to ask some immediate assistance from 
you. We have supplied the Continental camp before Bos- 
ton with sixteen hundred and fifty-five pounds of powder, 
and Ticonderoga with three hundred pounds, and have 
been obliged to send to the east end of Long-Island all 
that we could procure in this City, so that we now remain 
perfectly destitute. We must therefore entreat that you 
would oblige us with the loan of about one ton of gun- 
powder, or as much more as you conveniently can spare ; 
we shall take care to replace it from the first we shall 
receive. 

The present exigency of this Colony, we make no 
doubt, will induce your immediate compliance with the 
above request, and we therefore only further add our de- 
sire that the powder may be sent with all despatch to the 
care of the Committee at Newark. 

By order. 
The Hon. Benjamin Franklin and the other Gentlemen, 

Members of the Committee of Safety or Secrecy, at 

Philadelphia. 

P. S. We beg that the powder to be sent may be put 
up in tight casks. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Mr. Bedford, Williams, of Philadelphia, having sent 
into Congress several Credentials, certifying his having 
attended Lectures in Physick and Surgery, 

Ordered, That Mr. Bedford Williams be appointed 
Surgeon's Mate to the Second Regiment of the Troops 
now raised in this Colony, if a Surgeon's Mate is not 
already appointed to that Regiment, subject to the general 
order of this House for the examination of all Surgeons 
and their Mates, by Dr. John Jones and Dr. Bard. 

Ordered, That the several Companies of the Troops of 
this Colony raised in Suffolk County proceed to Ticonde- 
roga, with all possible despatch, to join the Continental 
Army under the command of Major-General Schuyler. 

Queen's County dissents. 

A draught of a Letter to General Wooster was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 16, 1775. 

Sir : It being absolutely necessary that the Troops levied 
on Long-Island march immediately to join General Schuy- 
ler, and as it is probable future attempts will be made, by 
order of General Gage, to take the live stock from the east 
end of Long-Island and the islands near it, it is conceived 
by the Congress, that to prevent such depredations, it is 
proper that you should continue there with your Troops 
till further order, which you are hereby desired to do ac- 
cordingly. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient humble servants. By 
order. 
General Wooster. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 
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Ordered, That the Report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means be recommitted to the same Committee. 

Whereas, agreeable to a Resolution of this Congress, the 
Mayor and Magistrates of this City have been requested 
to procure a Barge to be built for His Majesty's Ship Asia, 
to replace the one lately destroyed ; and this Congress 
being informed that the Carpenters in this City decline 
undertaking to build the said Barge, being apprehensive, 
by threats given out by some persons, if they should un- 
dertake to build the said Barge, that the same may not 
only be destroyed, but that their persons or property may 
be injured or insulted : 

Resolved, That all persons who have given such obstruc- 
tion, by threats, to the execution of the aforesaid order, or 
shall hereafter by threats or violence oppose the same, 
ought to be considered as factious, disorderly members of 
the community, and as guilty of a dangerous attempt to 
destroy the authority of this Congress, and to render them 
contemptible. 

Resolved, That for the purpose of effectually carrying 
into execution the said order, and to defeat the malicious 
designs of such as dare to condemn or oppose the authori- 
ty and orders of this House, Mr. Henry Sheaf he ordered 
immediately to set about building a proper Barge for the 
said Ship Asia, and to finish her with all possible despatch. 
And that Colonel Lasher be ordered to furnish a sufficient 
guard, who are to be relieved at the discretion of the Col- 
onel, to protect the said Barge while building, and to see 
her safely delivered for the use of the said Ship. And the 
Magistrates as well as the other inhabitants of this City are 
requested to give all necessary aid in this business, that it 
may be known whether a few rash and restless individuals 
out of doors, or the representative body of the Colony in 
this Congress, are to direct the measures for our publick 
safety at this dangerous and critical juncture. 

Resolved, That if any person or persons shall be found 
threatening orattempting to destroy the said Barge, they 
be taken into custody by the said guard, and detained till 
the order of this Congress shall be made respecting them. 

Ordered, That these Resolutions be published in Holt's 
and Rivington^s Newspapers to-morrow. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., August 17, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No 
prayers. 

A Letter from General Washington was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Camp at Cambridge, August 10, 1775. 

" Sir: Your favour of the 2d instant is duly received, 
but it is out of my power to comply with the request it 
contains, of forwarding commissions. All those I have yet 
received from the honourable Continental Congress are far 
short of the number required in this Army; for which rea- 
son, when at New-York, and by letter from this, I directed 
General Schuyler to apply to the Congress at Philadelphia 
for those of his department, as the shortest and easiest mode; 
to which I must also now refer you. 

" We have had no occurrence in the camp, for several 
days, worthy of notice ; but, by some advices from Boston, 
and several concurring circumstances, we have great rea- 
son to suspect a part or the whole of the Ministerial Troops 
are about to remove. New- York is the place generally 
talked of as their destination. I give you the intelligence 
as it came to me, but do not vouch for its authenticity. 

" I am, with the most respectful regard to yourself and 
the body over whom you preside, Sir, your most obedient 
and very humble servant, „ Q ^^ Washington> 

"The Hon. Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of 

the Provincial Congress, New-York." 

Ordered, That a copy of General Washington's Letter 
be sent to General Schuyler. 

A draught of a Letter to Major-General Schuyler was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, August 17, 1775. 

Sir: We have received your favour dated the 31st of 
July last, covering the proceedings of the Green Mountain 
Boys in their choice of officers, and, agreeable to your 
request, enclose you twenty-one blank warrants, to be filled 



up agreeable to their choice. The Field-Officers were to 
be recommended jointly with you by this Congress ; but 
as we are ignorant of the merits and qualifications of those 
among them who would be equal to the appointment, we 
have therefore concluded to leave the appointment to you. 
The disputes already subsisting amongst their chiefs, the 
principles whereof we are strangers to, are an additional 
inducement in determining us to this reference. Your ac- 
quaintance with them we hope will enable you to fix the 
choice on such persons as may be least exceptionable, and 
who will most effectually promote the service. 

The appointing officers and supplying necessaries for an 
hospital is a Continental expense, for which this Congress 
are not competent ; but at the same time are of opinion 
that you, as Commander-in-Chief, are fully authorized to 
order all matters necessary for that purpose; and be assured 
that we shall gladly give you all the assistance in our power. 
We enclose you a copy of our resolves entered into on the 
15th instant, which we expect will fully answer the re- 
maining particulars of your letter; as, also, a copy of a 
letter we received of General Washington, dated the 10th 
instant. 

With respect, your humble servants. By order. 

Major-General Schuyler. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted, together with copies of 
the Minutes of this Congress on the 15th instant, in pur- 
suance of the requisitions in General Schuyler's Letter. 

Colonel McDougall moved, and was seconded by Colo- 
nel Lispenard, that two Brass Kettles, to contain ten gal- 
lons each, be provided for each Company of the Troops 
raised in this Colony, agreeable to the arrangement of the 
Colony of Connecticut. Objections being made to the said 
motion, and the question put thereon, it was carried in the 
negative, in the manner following, to wit : 

For the Motion. Against the Motion. 

2 Queen's County. 3 Albany, 

— 2 Richmond, 

2 2 Suffolk, 

2 Ulster, 
Neiv.Yorlc, Westchester., and Orange Counties, 2 King's, 
had no votes, for want of a sufficient number 2 Trytrn, 
of Members. 2 Cumberland, 

2 Dutchess. 

17 

Ordered, That the following Gentlemen be of the Com- 
mittee to form an arrangement of the Militia, to wit: Colo- 
nel Woodhull in the place of Mr. Hobart, Mr. Jackson in 
the place of Mr. Herring, and Mr. Covenhoven in the 
place of Henry Williams. 

A Certificate of Doctor John Jones and Doctor Bard, 
bearing date this day, was read and filed. They thereby 
certify that they have examined Edward Sands, respecting 
his knowledge and qualifications for Surgeon's Mate in one 
of the Nexo-York Regiments, and that they admit him as 
competent to the office. 

Ordered, That the said Edward Sands be appointed 
Surgeon's Mate of the Fourth Regiment of Troops raised in 
this Colony. 

A draught of a Letter to Benjamin Franklin, Esq., and 
the Secret Committee at Philadelphia, and also to the Com- 
mittee of Elizabethtown, was read and approved of, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You will easily see the propriety of en- 
closing to you a paragraph of General Washington's Letter 
of the 10th instant, and you will not need the hint, which 
we take the liberty to give you, that the intelligence ought 
to be communicated io the several Committees of your 
Colony. - 

We are Gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient 
and humble servants. 

Ordered, That two copies thereof be engrossed, and 
signed by the President, one to be directed to Benjamin 
Franklin, Esq., and the Secret Committee at Philadelphia, 
and the other to be directed to the Committee of Elizabeth- 
town ; and that a copy of the paragraph of General Wash- 
ington's Letter, whicri mentions General Gage's removal, 
be enclosed in each of them. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., August 18, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Mason. Present : 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

The Report of the Committee of the City and County 
of New- York, of their inquiry relating to the destroying of 
the Boat lately ordered to be built for His Majesty's Ship 
Asia, was read and filed. The said Committee reports 
the names of a number of witnesses by them examined, 
and the substance of the examinations of the said witnesses, 
whereby it appears that the said Committee could not dis- 
cover any of the persons who were concerned in destroy- 
ing the said Boat. 

AMuster-RollofCapt. John Hulbert's Company, dated 
the 9th instant, and certified by David Mulford, one of the 
Muster-Masters in Suffolk County, was brought in and filed. 

That part of General Washington's Letter which informs 
that he has not any Blank Commissions being read, 

Ordered, That a Letter be wrote to Charles Thomson, 
Esq., at Philadelphia, requesting him to send Blank Com- 
missions for the Troops raised in this Colony. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to Charles Thomson, 

Esq., was read and approved, and is in the words following, 

to wit : 

Iu Provincial Congress at New- York, August 18, 1775. 

Sir: We applied to General Washington for commis- 
sions for the officers of the Troops raised by this Colony. 
He has informed us that the commissions he received are far 
short of the number required for the Army at Cambridge, 
and that, when at New- York, he directed General Schuy- 
ler to apply to the Continental Congress for those of his 
department, and refers us there. 

We imagine General Schuyler has not received the com- 
Tfthpv Vinrp nnt hpp.n sent to him. and vou have 
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Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Easthampton 
and Southold was read and approved, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, August 18, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The recent transactions of the Ministerial 
Army and Navy within your District will sufficiently apprize 
you of the absolute necessity of taking such precautions as 
will prevent the ill effects of their future piratical descents 
on our coasts. The most probable and effectual means 
for this purpose we conceive will be to remove the cattle 
and sheep from Gardiner's and Plumb Islands ; and we 
therefore recommend that you will take proper steps for their 
removal with all possible despatch. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants. 
By order: 
To the Committee of Easthampton and Southold. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to General Wooster was read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, August 18, 1775. 
Sir : We enclose you a copy of a paragraph in General 
Washington's Letter of the 10th instant, in consequence of 
which we desire you to return to your camp at Harlem 
with the utmost speed, to assist in the defence of this City 
and Province. We are, Sir, yours, Sic. 
To Brigadier-General Wooster. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted by Mr. UHommedieu. 
Ordered. That. Mr. Peter T. Curtenius deliver to Colo- 
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"Camp at Cambridge, August 8, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: It must give great concern to every con- 
siderate mind, that when this whole Continent, at a vast 
expense of blood and treasure, is endeavouring to establish 
its liberties on the most secure and solid foundations, not 
only by a laudable opposition offeree to force, but denying 
itself the usual advantages of trade, there are men among 
us so basely sordid as to counteract all our exertions, for 
the sake of a little gain. You cannot but have heard that 
the distresses of the Ministerial Troops, for fresh provisions 
and many other necessaries, at Boston, were very great. 
It is a policy justifiable by all the laws of war to endeavour 
to increase them. Desertions, discouragement, and a dis- 
satisfaction with the service, besides weakening their 
strength, are some of the natural consequences of such a 
situation, and, if continued, might afford the fairest hope of 
success, without further effusion of human blood. 

"A vessel cleared lately out of Ncw-YorJc, for St. 
Croix, with fresh provisions and other articles, has just 
gone into Boston, instead of pursuing her voyage to the 
PVest-Indi.es. I have endeavoured to discover the name 
of the captain or owner, but as yet without success. The 
owner, it is said, went to St. Croix before the vessel, from 
which, and her late arrival, I make no doubt you will be 
able to discover and expose the villain. And if you could 
fall upon some effectual measure to prevent the like in 
future, it would be doing a signal service to our common 
country. 

" I have been endeavouring, by every means in my 
power, to discover the future intentions of our enemy here. 
I find a general idea prevailing through the Army, and in 
the Town of Boston, that the Troops are soon to leave the 
Town, and go to some other part of the Continent. 
New-York is the place generally mentioned as their des- 
tination. I should think a rumour or suggestion of this 
kind worthy of very little notice, if it was not confirmed by 
some corresponding circumstances. But a four weeks' 
total inactivity, with all their re-enforcements arrived and 
recruited, the daily diminution by desertions, sickness, and 
small skirmishes, induce an opinion that any effort tbey 
propose to make will be directed elsewhere. I thought It 
proper just to hint to you what is probably intended. You 
will then consider what regard is to be paid to it, and what 
steps will be proper for you to take, if any. 

" I am, with great respect and regard, Gentlemen, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 

" The Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Province 

of New- York." 

Resolved and Ordered, That the paragraph of General, 
Washington's Letter relative to a Vessel that arrived at 
Boston with ftesh Provisions and other articles, supposed 
to be from New-York, be sent to the General Committee 
of New-York ; and that tbey be directed to make inquiry 
whether the said Vessel did sail from hence, and who are 
the owners and master of the said Vessel, and report the 
result thereof to this Congress. 

Resolved, That no Cattle, Sheep, Poultry, or Live 
Stock of any kind, except Horses, be exported from this 
Colony, (save only such Ship Stores for which the Chair- 
man or Deputy Chairman of the Committee at the Port 
or place from whence any Vessel may sail shall give per- 
mission,) until it shall be otherwise ordered by this or the 
Continental Congress. And the Committees of the Cities, 
Counties, Towns, and Precincts, in this Colony, are hereby 
strictly enjoined to cause this Resolution to be complied 
with and obeyed within their respective Districts. 

Ordered, That a copy of this last Resolution be pub- 
lished in the Newspapers. 

Mr. John Carter, lately from Boston, being requested, 
attended in Congress. Short notes of his information were 
taken by one of the Secretaries, and being read to the said 
John Carter, and by him acknowledged to be truly taken, 
were filed. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Philadel- 
phia was read, and filed, and is in the words following, to 

wit : 

In Povincial Congress, New-York, August 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We enclose you short notes of informa- 
tion we received of Mr. John Carter, who left Boston a 



few days since. Mr. Carter will speedily be at Philadel- 
phia, and can give you more fully and particularly the in- 
formation we received of him. 

You will, no doubt, gentlemen, make such inquiries as 
to discover whether the owners of the Ship Sally, as well 
as of Mr. White's Schooner, did not ship their respective 
cargoes with design to supply the Ministerial Fleet and 
Army at Boston, which there is but too much reason to 
suspect. 

We are, most respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servants. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Letter be engrossed, 
and signed by the President, and, together with a copy of 
the notes of the examination of Mr. John Carter, as far as 
relates to the Ship Sally and White's Brigantine, be trans- 
mitted to the Committee of the City of Philadelphia. 

Die LunBB, 9 ho. A. M., August 21, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No prayers. 
Present : 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lispenard, Mr. Sears, Mr. 
Thomas Smith, and Mr. Robert Yates, be a Committee to 
examine Captain Lawrence. That the said Committee 
have power to discharge and liberate Captain Lawrence, 
if they think proper. That they take with them the Let- 
ters found with Captain Lawrence, and that they make 
report to this Congress. 

A Letter from General Schuyler was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

" Ticonderoga, August 15, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: Yesterday I was favoured with a line 
from Mr. Francis Lewis, dated Philadelphia, the 2d Au- 
gust. He advises me that Congress was adjourned, and that 
in future I was to address myself to you. That he had 
received several of my letters to the Continental Congress, 
which he would lay before you. But as he does not men- 
tion of what date, I suppose there are none later than the 
27th ult., and that the subsequent ones, of the 28lh and 
31st ult., 2d and 6th instant, had not come to hand, copies 
of the two first of which I enclose you, with copies of such 
of the papers alluded to as may be of consequence, lest 
those letters should not be delivered you. 

" Since my last, Major Brown is returned from Canada ; 
he did not complete my wishes ; enclosed you have his 
reports. I cannot learn that either the regular Troops or 
Indians have been further south than the latitude 45°. 
I suppose they are apprehensive of an attack. Captain 
Smith fell in with an officer, sergeant, and ten Indians; 
he wished to speak to them, but they retired to their boats, 
and on his approach they fired three volleys, but did not 
kill or wound any one. 

" I shall soon have boats sufficient to move what men I 
am likely to have here, and therefore wish that any of the 
articles requested in my estimate, and which have not yet 
been sent, together with such as I have subsequently applied 
for, maybe immediately forwarded to me. Cartridge paper, 
and the various articles necessary in the artillery branch, 
except guns, I have none of; and as I cannot make a 
substitute for any, I wish that not one moment's delay may 
be made in sending those from New-York, with orders 
that they may not be detained at any place. 

" I am, Gentlemen, with great respect and esteem, your 
most obedient humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

" To the New-York Provincial Congress." 

Nos. 1, 2, and 3, copies of Letters from General Schuy- 
ler to the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., were read and 
filed. 

A copy of the Report of Captain James Smith was 
read and filed. 

No. 4, a copy of a Letter of the 6th of August , from 
General Schuyler to the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., was 
read and filed. 

Copy of the Report of Major Brown was read and filed. 

Copy of the Affidavit of John Duguid was read and filed. 

The Affidavit of John Shaiforth was also read and filed. 

The Report of James Stewart was read and filed. 

A copy of the Affidavit of Benjamin Davis was read 
and filed. 
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A Letter from the Committee at Albany was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Albany Committee Chamber, August 10, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : We find ourselves once more obliged to 
trouble you with respect to the soldiers who were taken 
prisoners at St. John's, who have been furnished with pro- 
visions by Elisha Phelps, Esq., Commissary, (appointed 
by the Governour of Connecticut,) till a few days ago, 
when Mr. Phelps went into Connecticut upon business, 
and left no order with his Deputy to supply them ; who, 
being unwilling to supply them without orders from our 
Board, spoke to the Chairman, who told him he thought, 
as the Army was now properly organized, it was their busi- 
ness to give orders concerning prisoners, and referred him 
to General Montgomery, who (as the said Deputy informed 
us) found much fault with their insolence, and thought it 
improper that they should be suffered to remain in this 
Town, as being a frontier place, where they might do dis- 
service to the publick cause, and therefore declined doing 
any thing in the affair; upon which, Mr. Phelps's Deputy 
made application to us again, advising us at the same time 
that the soldiers were so insolent as to threaten to take 
provisions by force, if he refused to supply them. We 
have come to a resolution to supply them as formerly, till 
we have your further instructions in the premises. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. 
" By order of the Committee : 

" Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 

"To the Provincial Congress of the Colony of JVetc- York." 

A Letter from Ramald McDonald, Sergeant of the 
Twenty-Sixth Regiment, was read and filed. 

The state of facts of Abraham Gardiner, ThomasWick- 
ham, and David Mulford, the executors of the last will 
and testament of David Gardiner, deceased, setting forth 
the loss the Estate of the testator had suffered by late 
depredations by part of General Gage's Fleet and Army, 
was read. They therein set forth, that a number of 
persons, who have Estates in the Province of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, were principal actors in the robbery, and 
requesting a Letter from this Congress to be wrote to 
the House of Representatives of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
desiring them to secure so much of their Estates as shall 
be sufficient to make compensation to the injured children 
of David Gardiner, deceased. 

The Certificate of the Chairman of the Committees 
of Southampton, Easthampton, and Shelter-Island, was 
read. They certify that the executors of the will of David 
Gardiner, deceased, were not concerned in assisting or 
consenting to the seizing and taking the Stock off Gardi- 
ner's Island, by General Gage's Fleet and Army. 

The separate Affidavits of Benjamin Miller and William 
Read, proving the removal of the Stock from Gardiner's 
Island by force, and that a number of persons from Massa- 
chusetts-Bay were therein concerned, were read ; and an 
account of the damages suffered by the executors of David 
Gardiner, was also read. 

■ The Muster-Roil of Captain Rufus Ilerrick's Com- 
pany, returned by Mr. Jacobus Swartwout, was filed. 

The Muster-Roil of Captain Andrew Billings's Com- 
pany, and the Muster- Roll of Captain Lewis Du Bois's 
Company, and the Muster-Roll of Henry B. Livingston's 
Company, returned by Mr. Jacobus Swartwout, were re- 
spectively filed. 

A Letter from Jacobus Rosekrans, of the 19th instant, 
was read and filed, with the Papers enclosed therein. 

Resolved and Ordered, That if Samuel Van Veghten 
declines the service in Captain Rosekrans 's Company, m 
the Troops of this Colony, that Thomas Lee be appointed 
First Lieutenant, in the stead of Samuel Van Veghten; 
and that William B. Alger be appointed Second Lieuten- 
ant in the said Company, in the place of Thomas Lee, as 
First Lieutenant, and William B. Alger, as Second Lieu- 
tenant, as soon as the Warrant to Samuel Van Veghten 
and the former Warrant to Thomas Lee are returned to 
this Congress. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Mr. Jacobus Swartwout 
be appointed Muster-Master, to muster the Company of 
Captain Jacobus Rosekrans, in Dutchess County, and 



that Mr. Swartwout be requested to muster the said Com- 
pany. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius forward to the 
Deputy Commissary-General, at Albany, twenty reams of 
Cartridge Paper, to wit : ten reams of the best Cannon 
Cartridge Paper, and ten reams of Musket Cartridge Pa- 
per; and that he write to the Deputy Commissary-Gen- 
eral to forward it with all possible despatch. 

Colonel McDougall moved, and was seconded by Major 
Williams, that a Committee be appointed to wait on the 
Governour, to know of him whether he has any intelli- 
gence from Boston, of General Gage's intention to remove 
his Troops, or any part of them, to this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Beekman, and Major 
Williams, be a Committee for that purpose, and that they 
report to this Congress with all convenient speed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt and Mr. TJio- 
mas Randall be added to the Committee to inspect casting 
Brass Cannon. 

A Letter from the Officers and Men of a Company at 
Mamacoting Precinct was read and filed. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred to Captain 
Hornebeck and Mr. Jackson. 

A draught of a Letter to General Schuyler was read 
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 21, 1775. 

Sir: We have been honoured with the receipt of your 
favour of the 15th instant, wherein you inform us that, by 
letter from Mr. Leivis, you have been advised of the 
recess of the Continental Congress, and that in future you 
was to address yourself to us. The copies of your letters 
of the 28th and 31st ultimo, and the 2d and 6th instant, 
to the Continental Congress, and the papers attending 
them, we have duly considered. With respect to the in- 
formation contained in those letters and papers, it is out of 
our power to furnish you with any instruction on that head ; 
which we conceive to be the less necessary, as we are 
assured by a member of that respectable body, now pre- 
sent, that discretionary orders have been transmitted to 
you, for conducting the department of the publick service 
under your command according to the dictates of your own 
judgment; and we supposed those orders had not reached 
you. 

We hope that, before this can reach you, your Troops 
will be much more numerous than your last letter to the 
Continental Congress mentions, and that you will have 
received the several articles of your estimate, which from 
time to time have been sent you, as fast as they could be 
provided. Of what remains you have a report enclosed 
by Mr. Curtenius. 

We beg leave to assure you of our readiness to comply, 
with all possible despatch, with whatever you may think 
proper to request of us. 

We are, Sir, with great respect and esteem, your most 
obedient servants. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted by the Messenger from 
Albany. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Albany 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 

to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 21, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We received your letter of the 10th inst., 
in answer to which we inform you that it is the direction 
of the Congress that provisions be furnished for the pri- 
soners, for which you will apply to the Commissary. 

We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. 

To Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman of the Committee at 
Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted by the Albany Messen- 
ger. 

A draught of a Letter to Walter Livingston, Esquire, 
Deputy Commissary-General, at Albany, was read and 
approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, August 21, 1775. 

Siai_By several late letters from General Schuyler, and 
particularly one of the 15th instant, he complains that he 
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lias not received many articles absolutely necessary for the 
service. The articles wanted have been forwarded from 
hence, and many of them so long since that we expected 
he had received them at Ticondcroga. 

We pray yon, Sir, to make inquiry whether they are 
not delayed at Lake George, or at some other place on 
their way from Albany, and to give such directions for 
their immediate despatch that they may not be detained at 
any place, but be forwarded without delay, that the service 
may not suffer, and the General be relieved from his anx- 
iety for want of them. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your very humble servants. 
By order. 
To Walter Livingston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-Gene- 
ral, Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., August 22, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Livingston. Present: 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

A Letter from Nicholas Herckheimer , Chairman of the 
Committee of Tryon, bearing date on the 12th instant, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 
" Committee Chamber, August 12, 1775. 
" County of Tryon, ss. 

, " Honourable Gentlemen : As we are entirely with- 
out regulations for our Committees, and especially how to 
act against the transactions, either in words or deeds, of the 
enemies of the Association, and also against the transgres- 
sors of our orders either in military or civil matters, and 
also how the expenses necessary for the purpose of the 
common cause shall be defrayed, we apply therefore to 
you, and request for your instructions as soon as possible, 
that we may be able to proceed, with authority, to the 
preservation of peace and union in the common cause, as 
need requires ; otherwise disputes and other disturbances 
might soon exist. 

" We remain, with great esteem, and relying on your 
despatching favour, honourable Gentlemen, your obedient 
humble servants. By order of the Committee : 

" Nicholas Herckheimer, Chairman pro tern." 

Resolved and Ordered, That Mr. Van Zandt and Mr. 
Sears, the Committee authorized to employ two prime 
sailing Boats to go to the eastward to observe and make 
discoveries if any Fleet should be approaching New-York, 
be authorized, and that either of them be authorized, at the 
risk and on the behalf of this Congress, to ensure the said 
two Boats against any seizures by Men-of-War or other- 
wise : Provided, Such Boats, or either of them, be seized 
without having any contraband goods on board ; and to 
agree with the master of each such Boat, at the rate of 
three Pounds per day. 

The Congress being informed that Colonel Edward 
Flcmming and Captain Anthony Rutgers cannot attend as 
Commissioners, to manage erecting and finishing the For- 
tifications ordered to be erected on the banks of the Hud- 
son River, in the Highlands, 

Resolved and Ordered, That Captain Samuel Bayard 
and Captain William Bedloiv be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed Commissioners for that purpose, instead of Colonel 
Edward Flemming and Captain Anthony Rutgers, with 
the like powers as the other Commissioners. 

Mr. Sears then moved, and was seconded by Major 
Williams, in the words following, to wit : 

I move that the Committee appointed to superintend 
the building of the Forts in the Highlands be authorized 
to procure such Cannon and other Stores as may be neces- 
sary for completely fortifying and equipping the said Forts. 
And the same being unanimously agreed to, 

Resolved and Ordered, nem. con., That the Committee 
appointed to superintend the building of the Forts in the 
Highlands be authorized to procure such Cannon and other 
Stores as may be necessary for completely fortifying and 
equipping the said Forts. 

Mr. Low then moved, and was seconded by Mr. Coven- 
hoven, in the words following, to wit : 



I move that the sense of this Congress be taken, whether 
the Cannon on the Battery of this City are understood to 
be. comprehended in the Resolution just made, authorizing 
the Committee to procure Cannon for the Fortifications on 
Hudson's River. And the question being put thereon, it 
was determined in the affirmative, in the manner follow- 
ing, to wit : 

For the Negative. For the Affirmative. 

2 King's County, — Mr. Henry Wil. 2 Westchester, 

limns dissenting, 2 Orange, 

4 New-York, 2 Dutchess, 

2 Richmond, 2 Suffolk, 

Albany divided. 2 Ulster, 

— 2 Cumberland, 

8 2 Tryon, 

2 Queen's, — Mr. French dissent- 

— i»g- 

16 

Resolved, therefore, That it is the sense of this Con- 
gress that the Cannon on the Battery of this City are 
understood to be comprehended in the Resolution just 
made, authorizing the Committee to procure Cannon for 
the Fortifications to be erected on the banks of Hudson's 
River, in the Highlands. 

A Letter from Captain John Lamb, dated this day, soli- 
citing this Congress to ascertain the pay of the Artillery 
Company under his command, was read and filed. 

Agreed and Ordered, That the Artillery Company 
raised in this Colony, as part of the Continental Army, 
and enlisted under Captain John Lamb, shall have such 
pay as the Continental Congress shall agree to and order, 
and that in the mean time Captain Lamb's Company shall 
have the like pay as the Rhode-Island Company of Artille- 
ry are allowed, until the Continental Congress shall have 
fixed and ascertained the pay of Captain Lamb's Com- 
pany. 

And Ordered, That Captain John Lamb and his Com- 
pany be considered as an additional Company to, and a 
part of Colonel McDougall's Regiment, and subject to 
his commands. 

Whereas the well ordering and regulating the Militia of 
this Colony is become an object of the greatest importance 
to the preservation of the lives and liberties of its Inha- 
bitants : And whereas the Continental Congress held at 
Philadelphia, on the tenth day of May last, taking into 
consideration the necessity of such a regulation, have re- 
commended the same to the Inhabitants of the aforesaid 
Colonies : And whereas this Congress, on the ninth day 
of this instant August, by several Resolutions, recom- 
mended to their constituents the expediency of forming 
themselves into Companies, and choosing their Officers, in 
the manner following, viz : 

Resolved, That every County, City, Manor, Town, 
Precinct, and District, within this Colony, where the same 
is not already done, be divided into Districts or Beats, by 
their respective Committees, in such manner that out of 
each may be formed one Military Company, ordinarily to 
consist of about eighty-three able-bodied and effective men, 
officers included, between sixteen and sixty years of age, 
(the Battalion commanded by Colonel Lasher, the Com- 
panies of Artillery, Light-Horse, and Hussars, in the City 
and County of New- York, and the Troops of Horse, 
Companies of Grenadiers and associated Companies alrea- 
dy formed in the several Cities and Counties within this 
Colony, excepted.) 

Resolved, secondly, That in each Company so to be 
formed there be chosen, in the manner hereinafter men- 
tioned, one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four 
Sergeants, four Corporals, one Clerk, one Drummer, and 
one Fifer. 

Resolved, thirdly, That two Committee-Men, at the 
least, attend in each District or Beat, on a day to be ap- 
pointed, for the purpose of choosing the abovementioned 
Officers, who shall be persons within such District or Beat 
who have signed the General Association recommended by 
this Congress. That such choice of Election be made in 
the manner following, viz : After _th e Company is drawn tip, 
the Committee-Men who preside at the Election may 
repair to a station at some convenient distance from the 
Company, then let the men pass in a single file between 
them, each man giving in the name of the person he 
chooses to fill the office in question ; the majority of such 
votes to determine the Election. But in case the votes 
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should be so divided that no one has the majority, then 
the presiding CommTttee-Men to acquaint the Company 
therewith, and call them to a new E lection. The same to 
be repeated till such majority be oblained, or the Company 
agree oil Some oth er mode of choosing the Officers. The 
names of the C aptaTns,X l ieute nants,'and Ensigns, so chosen, 
to be returned with all co nvenient ~speed to this or some 
future ProvinciaTCongress of this Colony, or during their 
recess to the C ommittee" of Sa fety, to be commissioned by 

them. JT7" " ~~ ~ 

Resolved, fourtMyi'Tfiit whenever a vacancy shall 
happen in any ffimpany7 ~by the promotion, death, or re- 
signation of an Officer, such vacancy to be filled up in the 
beforemention ecT manner. 

Resolved, fifthly, ThattEbse Companies in the above 
excepted Battalion," commanded by Colonel Lasher, which 
ate now under the direction of Field -Officers, shall for the 
future be com manded by Captains, who are to be chosen 
in the manner aforesaid. 

Resolved, sixthly, That for the purpose of completely 
carrying into execution the recommendation of the Conti- 
nental CongressTalter "tEff whole Militia is formed as above, 
every fourth man of each Co mpany be selected for Min- 
ute-Men, of such persons as are willing to enter into this 
necessary serviced That the Officer s of the Militia make, 
with all convenient speed, a return of the names of those 
persons to the Committee of their respective Counties, 
who shall thereupon arrange those men into Companies, 
and who are to recornrnend to such new arranged Compa- 
nies the choic e^of "th'eirjOffic ers, in the manner above- 
mentioned : P rovide d, "Tbatwhererwhole Companies offer 
their service as Minute- Men, they shall be commanded by 
the Officers already chosen, and the remaining number of 
Minute-Men shaJIT>e completed out of the other Compa- 
nies, as above. ~~1 i~. 

Resolved, seventhly, That the several Committees do 
return to the Secretary of the Provincial Congress of this 
Colony the names of such persons as do refuse to conform 
to the above Resolves. 

1st. That th e several Com panies so formed be joined 
into Regiments,' each Regiment to consist of not less than 
five or more th ajLterTCompanT es, the Battalion commanded 
by Colonel La sher exc epteaT 

2d. That a Major-General be appointed and Commis- 
sioned by this Cong ress, to command the Militia of the 
Colony of NewrXork. 

3d. That 6|jf7CoIon eL one Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
two Majors, an Adjutant and Quartermaster, be commis- 
sioned by this Cong ress for each Regiment. 

4th. That the Militia of this Colony be formed into 
Brigades, in t he foll owing manner, to wit: The Militia 
of the City ancTUounty 6T New-York, and Counties of 
King's and Richmond, one Brigade ; the Militia of the 
City and County oV Albany, and the County of Tryon, 
one other Brigade ; the Militia of the Counties of Dutchess 
and Westchester, one other Brigade; the Militia of the 
Counties of U lster and Oran ge, one other Brigade ; the 
Militia of the Countie s~of (^aeewVund Suffolk, one other 
Brigade ; the Militia of tEe Counlies of Charlotte, Cum- 
berland, and Gloucester, one other Brigade. 

5th. That a~B7igalirer-G^neraT, with a Major of Bri- 
gade, be commissioned to the command of each Brigade. 

6th. That every man b etw een the ages of sixteen and 
fifty do, with aflcolnvement speed, furnish himself with a 
good Musket orT^reTLocY, and" Bayonet, Sword or Toma- 
hawk, a Steel Ramrod, Worm7 Pjoming Wire, and Brush 
fitted thereto ; a Cartridge Box, to contain twenty-three 
rounds of Cartridges^tweTve Flintsrand a Knapsack, agree- 
able to the direcilons oTtbe "Contoiental Congress, under 
the forfeiture of five Shillings for the want of a Musket or 
Fire-Lock, and of one Shilling for the want of a Bayonet, 
Sword, or Tomahawk, Cartridge Hux, Cartridge, or Bullet, 
the whole to be judged of and determined by the Captain 
or next commanding officer. That every man shall, at his 
place of abode, be also provTHed with one pound of Pow- 
der and three pounds of Bullets, of proper size to his 
Musket or Firecock. 

7th. That eaWTTo~mpany,~noV] yiinute-Men) do meet 
the first Monday in every month, and spend at least four 
hours in each of the sajd d ays to perfect themselves in 
Military Discipline : Provtaed, That if the Commissioned 



Officers of any Company shall judge it inexpedient to meet 
on that day, they have power to put off the meeting to 
some other day, notifying the Company thereof. 

8th. That the Colonels and Commanding Officers of 
each Regiment do assemble and exercise their respective 
Regiments at least two days in every year, at some con- 
venient place, to be fixed upon by the Field-Officers. 

9th. That the several Companies of Horse already 
formed and to be formed in this Colony shall be under the 
direction of the Colonel of the Regiment where their re- 
spective Captains do reside, and be considered as part of 
such Regiment ; that the Officers and Privates shall assem- 
ble as often as by these regulations it is required of the 
Companies of Foot, not Minute-Men, and be subject to 
the same penalties and forfeitures for non-attendance ; that 
every Soldier belonging to the Horse shall, with all con- 
venient speed, provide himself with a good serviceable 
Horse, not less than fourteen hands high, with a good Sad- 
dle, Bridle, Holsters, Housing, Breastplate, and Crupper, 
a case of Pistols, a Sword or Hanger, one pound of Gun- 
powder and three pounds of sizeable Bullets, a pair of 
Boots with suitable Spurs, and a Carbine, well fixed with 
a good Belt, Swivel, and Buckle, under the penalty often 
Shillings for the want of a sizeable Horse, and of five Shil- 
lings for the want of each or either of the articles of the 
Troopers' furniture ; and, also, that every Trooper be pro- 
vided, at their respective places of abode, with one pound 
of Gunpowder and three pounds of Bullets. 

10th. That in case any person shall refuse or neglect 
to serve as Sergeant, Corporal, or Drummer, in any Com- 
pany, being thereunto requested by the Captain or Com- 
manding Officer, or shall refuse or neglect to warn the men 
to appear under arms, when required by the Captain or 
Commanding Officer, shall for every such neglect forfeit 
the sum of forty Shillings. 

11th. That all Officers commissioned by this Congress 
do subscribe the following declaration : 

We the subscribers, the Officers of the Batta- 
lion (or Regiment) in the County of ... , and Colony of 
New-York, do hereby promise and engage, under all the 
lies of religion, honour, and regard to our Country, that we 
will, respectively, duly observe and carry into execution, 
to the utmost of our power, all and every the Orders, 
Rules, and Recommendations, made or to be made by the 
Continental Congress and the Congress or Convention of 
this Colony. That we will also give, in our respective 
ranks, due obedience to the Regulations by them estab- 
lished for the forming of the Militia of this Colony ; as, 
also, due obedience to such Officers who, either by rank or 
superiority, are placed above us, in such order as is directed 
by the said Continental or Provincial Congress. 

12th. That the following Penalties be inflicted on those 
who do not attend and obey orders on the days appointed 
for exercise, not having a reasonable excuse, to be allowed 
of by the Officer commanding, to wit : A Colonel, five 
Pounds ; a Lieutenant-Colonel, four Pounds ; a Major, 
three Pounds; Captain, two Pounds; Lieutenants and 
Adjutants, thirty Shillings each; Ensign and Quartermas- 
ter, twenty Shillings each ; Sergeant, Corporal, Drummer, 
Fifer, and Privates, ten Shillings each for the first default, 
and double for the second. And in case any person make 
default three times successively, or refuses to enlist and do 
duty, such person shall be advertised and held up as an 
enemy to his Country. All fines under the degree of a 
Captain to be levied on the goods and chattels of the offen- 
der by warrant from the Captain, directed to a Sergeant of 
his Company, and those of a Captain, and all Field-Offi- 
cers under the degree of a Colonel, to be levied on the 
goods and chattels of the offender by a warrant from the 
Colonel of the Regiment, directed to the Adjutant ; and 
those of a Colonel by a warrant from a Brigadier-General, 
directed to the Major of Brigade : and for want of the 
goods and chattels, to take the body of the offender, and 
him keep in safe custody, until such fine, together with the 
charges, be paid. The moneys arising by the fines in any 
Company to be applied by the Captains (after paying for 
drum and fife for the Company) towards purchasing arms, 
ammunition, and accoutrements, for such persons in such 
Company as are unable to furnish themselves. The moneys 
arising by the fines of the Field-Officers (after paying for 
a set of Colours for each Battalion) be equally divided 
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between the several Companies, for the abovernentioned 
use. 

13th. That the Members of His Majesty's Council, 
Judges of the Supreme Court, of the Vice-Admiralty Court, 
of the Mayor's Court and Inferlour Courts of Common 
Pleas, His Majesty's Attorney-General, Secretary of the 
Province, or his Deputy, Clerks of the Courts, the Collec- 
tor, Comptroller, Naval Officer, and Searcher and Sur- 
veyor of His Majesty's Customs, Ministers of the Gospel, 
Physicians and Surgeons, Members of the Continental Con- 
gress and of the Provincial Congress, and the several Com- 
mittees while immediately engaged in the publick service, 
Sheriffs, Jailors, all Ferrymen, one Miller to each Mill, and 
the People called Quakers, be excused from military duty, 
except in cases of invasion. And that in case of an inva- 
sion in any part of this Colony, the Physicians and Sur- 
geons there, or such of them as shall be directed by the 
Officer commanding the Militia that shall march to oppose 
the enemy, shall attend with proper Medicines, Instru- 
ments, and other necessaries, to take care of the sick and 
wounded. 

14th. That the Commissioned Officers of each Com- 
pany of Minute-Men form their Companies into four sub- 
divisions, in such manner as they shall think most conve- 
nient for their frequent meetings. The subdivisions, under 
their respective officers, to meet once in every week, and 
to employ half a day, or at least four hours, each time, in 
perfecting themselves in military discipline; the whole 
Companies to meet once every fortnight, to spend the 
same time for the same purpose. That the several Com- 
panies of Minute-Men be formed into Regiments, to con- 
sist of about seven Companies each. That there be com- 
missioned by this Congress, to each Regiment, one Colonel, 
one Lieutenant-Colonel, and two Majors, an Adjutant and 
Quartermaster. 

15th. That those Regiments be formed into Brigades, 
each Brigade to consist of about .... Regiments. That 
there be commissioned by this Congress, to each Brigade, 
one Brigadier-General and a Major of Brigade. 

16th. That the whole body of Minute-Men shall be 
under the direction of the Major-General appointed by this 
Congress, while within the Colony, unless a Continental 
Officer of superiour or equal rank be present. 

17th. That the Minute-Men, when called out in defence 
of their Country, shall be subject to the Articles of War 
established by the Continental Congress, and be entitled to 
the same allowance, as to Pay and Provisions, with the 
Continental Forces ; to be under the direction of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of those Forces. 

18th. That they be subject to the like penalties and 
forfeitures, for not attending on the days appointed for 
exercise, as abovernentioned ; the said fines to be levied 
and applied as above directed. 

19th. That in case of any alarm, invasion, or insurrec- 
tion, every Subaltern and Soldier is immediately to repair, 
properly armed and accoutred, to his colours or parade, 
(which parade shall be understood to be the habitation of 
his Captain, unless otherwise ordered,) and the Captain or 
Commanding Officer of the Company nearest to the place 
where such invasion or insurrection shall be shall imme- 
diately march his Company to oppose the enemy; at the 
same time send off an express to the Commanding Offi- 
cer of the Regiment or Brigade to which he belongs, who 
is to march with the whole or part of the Militia under his 
command, as he shall judge necessary, and use all possible 
diligence to prevent the enemy from landing, or penetrating 
into any part of the country, and to quell every insurrec-' 
tion ; and also to send immediate intelligence to the Major- 
General, and to the Commanding Officers of the Counties 
adjacent, informing them of the strength and motions of the 
enemy. That every Non-Cornmissioned Officer and Pri- 
vate who shall neglect or refuse to perform his duty in this 
case required, shall be subject to such pains, penalties, 
and forfeitures, as shall be adjudged by a General Court- 
Martial. 

20th. That at least twice in every year the Captains, 
or in their absence the next commanding officer of every 
Company of Militia, as well of the Minute-Men as others, 
shall deliver to the Colonel of the Regiment a true and 
complete Roll, containing the names of all the men be- 
longing to his Company, under the penalty of two Pounds, 
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to be recovered and applied as is hereinbefore directed. 
And the Colonels of the Regiments shall, within one month 
after the receipt of every such Roll, deliver or send a copy 
of every such Roll to the Brigadier-General of the Brigade 
to which he belongs, who is directed to send the same, or 
a copy, to the Major-General of the Colony. 

21st. That in case of an alarm or invasion, the Officer 
commanding in each District shall have a proper detach- 
ment of his Company to guard against the insurrection of 
slaves ; or, if judged more expedient and safe, may take 
the slaves, or part of them, with him, and employ them in 
carrying baggage, drawing cannon, or the like. 

22d. That all persons, as well Minute-Men as others, 
able to bear arms, who shall leave or attempt to leave a 
place actually invaded, without leave of the Officer com- 
manding such place, or who shall refuse to obey orders in 
time of actual invasion or insurrection, shall be liable to 
such punishment as shall be inflicted by a Court-Martial. 

23d. That in case it shall be judged necessary, at any 
time and place, by this Congress, by the Committee of 
Safety, or by the several Committees of the respective 
Counties or Districts, that a Military Watch be established, 
all persons able to bear arms when such watch is judged 
to be necessary, shall, upon due warning, be obliged to 
serve on such watch, under the penalty of twelve Shil- 
lings for every neglect ; a commissioned officer in turn to 
mount said guard in person, under the penalty of forty Shil- 
lings. 

24th. That every Sentinel who shall leave his post, or 
be found asleep when he is posted, shall be liable to such 
punishment as shall be inflicted by a Court-Martial. 

25th. That when the Militia, as well Minute-Men as 
others, in case of invasion or insurrection, shall be called 
out on actual service, they shall be subject to the same 
Rules and Orders as directed and ordered by the Conti- 
nental_ Congress of the Associated Colonies, held at Phila- 
delphia on the tenth day of May last, for the better govern- 
ment of the Continental Troops. 



Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., August 23, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Mr. Moore. Present : 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 
Messrs. Joseph Hallett and Egbert Dumond beinc re- 
turned from Philadelphia with One Hundred and Seventy- 
Five Thousand Dollars of the Continental Money, 

Ordered, That the same be delivered to Peter V. B. 
Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer for this Congress. 

And Ordered, That Messrs. Richard Yates and Abra- 
ham Brasher be added to the former Committee for audit- 
ing Accounts. 

And Ordered, further, That Messrs. Jacobus Van Zandt, 
James Beekman, Samuel Verplanck, Richard Yates, and 
Abraham Brasher, or any majority of them, audit all Ac- 
counts which are or shall be payable, or produced for pay- 
ment in this Colony, for any charges or disbursements ac- 
crued, or by means or on account of the United Colonies, or 
by means or on account of any order of this Congress ; and 
that they, or a majority of them, do certify, on every Ac- 
count by them audited, how much shall be paid on or for 
such Account. 

And Resolved and Ordered, further, That Peter V. B. 
Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer, be authorized to pay and 
discharge, on all such Accounts so audited, such sum or 
sums as shall be certified by the said Committee, or a major 
part of them, to be due and payable, on or for such Accounts. 

Messrs. Abraham Ten Broeck, Jacob Cuyler, and Ro- 
bert Yates, Deputies for the City and County of Albany, 
produced a Certificate from the Committee of the City of 
Albany, which is in the words following, to wit : 

"Albany Committee Chamber, August 16, 1775. 

" Whereas the endeavours of this Committee, in collect- 
ing the accounts and charges of this County, chiefly accrued 
by the recommendation of this Committee, have as yet 
proved ineffectual, and sundiy people are daily very press- 
ing for their money, 

"Be it Resolved, by this Committee, immediately to 
apply to the Provincial Congress, by Draft, for One Thou- 
sand Pounds, to enable them to discharge such of their 
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debts as are now most pressing, and that the said Commit- 
tee shall hereafter lay before the Congress proper vouchers 
for such disbursements. A true copy from the minutes : 

" Mat. Visscher, Clerk." 

The same gentlemen, Deputies from Albany, produced 
the Draft mentioned in the said Resolve of the Commit- 
tee of Albany, which is in the words following, to wit: 

" Albany Committee Chamber, August 16, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: Please to pay to Messrs. Abraham Ten 
Broeck, Jacob Cuyler, and Robert Yates, or either of them, 
or order, the sum of One Thousand Pounds, for the use of 
this Committee, to be applied towards defraying part of the 
publick charge, as per advice of a resolve from the Com- 
mittee. We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble 
servants. By order of the Committee : 

'■' Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 
" To the Provincial Congress of New- York." 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., pay 
to Abraham Ten Broeck, Jacob Cuyler, and Robert Yates, 
or either of them, or their order, One Thousand Pounds, on 
account of the use of the Committee of Albany, to be ap- 
plied towards defraying the publick charge accrued in that 
part of the Colony, and take a receipt for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., pay 
to Mr. Joseph Ilallett Six Thousand Pounds, on account, 
and take his receipt for the same, to be applied towards 
discharging the debts he has contracted, in purchasing and 
forwarding Flour for the use of the Army at Cambridge, 
in obedience to an order of the honourable Continental 
Congress to this Congress. 

Mr. Beekman made a motion, which was seconded, in 
the words following, to wit : 

Mr. President : I move that the following Resolves be 
entered into, viz : Whereas the success of measures neces- 
sary to be adopted and pursued by this Congress may, in 
many instances, depend on their being kept secret until 
their execution ; and whereas it is often necessary, for the 
publick good, that intelligence received by this Congress 
should also be kept secret, at least for a time : 

Resolved, therefore, That the President of this Con- 
gress do, in full Congress, administer, or cause to be admi- 
nistered by some Magistrate, to each Member of this Con- 
gress, and that he do take, the following Oath, to wit : 

" You do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, swear that you will not, directly or indirectly, 
divulge or make known any resolve, order, act, or debate, 
of or in this Congress, or of any Committee thereof, or the 
matter of the same, or any thing relating thereto, or any 
part thereof, or any act, matter, or thing, to be done in or 
towards the execution thereof, except to such person or 
persons, not of this Congress, as shall by them or their 
Committee be necessarily employed in or relating to such 
execution ; nor give any advice or information to any per- 
son or persons that may in any wise obstruct, or tend to 
obstruct, the execution thereof, nor divulge or make known 
to any person or persons, either directly or indirectly, any 
information or intelligence which shall be received by this 
Congress, or any Committee thereof, if the same, or any 
part thereof, shall be enjoined by resolve or order of this 
Congress, or of such Committee, to be kept secret, until 
such secrecy be dispensed with, by further resolve or order 
of this Congress, or by such Committee. So help you God." 

2. Resolved, That the like Oath be administered to and 
taken by each of the Secretaries of this Congress. 

3. Resolved, That the following Oath be administered 
by a Magistrate to and taken by every person or persons, 
not of this Congress, who shall be in any wise employed 
by this Congress, or any Committee thereof, in any mat- 
ter, business, or thing, whatsoever, in or relating to which 
secrecy shall have been so enjoined by resolve or order of 
this Congress, to wit : 

" You do solemnly and sincerely, in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, swear that you will well and faithfully exe- 
cute such trust as the Provincial Congress of this Colony, 
or any Committee thereof, shall repose in you, and you 
shall accept of; and that in the execution of the said trust 
you will conduct yourself with all possible care, secrecy, 
and despatch ; arid, also, that in the execution thereof you 
will faithfully obey and perform all such orders and direc- 
.tions as you shall from time to time receive from the said 



Congress or Committee ; and that you will not, without 
leave of the said Congress or Committee, in any wise how- 
soever, either directly or indirectly, divulge or make known 
any matter or thing whatsoever, in or in any wise relating 
to the said trust, or the execution thereof, whether you 
accept the: same or not, except such matter or things as 
may necessarily consist in or arise from the execution 
thereof. So help you God."* 

The same motion being read a second time, debates arose 
thereon ; and the question being put thereon, it was carried 
in the affirmative, in the manner following, viz : 

For the Motion. Against the Motion. 

2 Queon's, 2 Orange, 2 King's, 

4 New-York, 2 Tryon, 2 Richmond, 

2 Suffolk, 2 Cumberland, — 

2 Westchester, 2 Dutche68. 4 

— Ulster divided. 

18 Albany divided. 

Dissentients : from New-York, Mr. Clarkson, Mr. Low, 
Mr. Kissam, Mr. Verplanck, Mr. Yates, Mr. De Lancey, 
Mr. Roosevelt; from Dutchess, Col. Hoffman; from West- 
chester, Col. James Van Cortlandt; from Queen's, Mr. 
French, Mr. Townsend; from King's, Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Kissam, from the Committee appointed to confer 
with Colonel Duer, delivered their Report, which was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, viz : 

The Committee appointed to confer with Mr Duer re- 
port, that it appears to the Committee that Mr. Duer's pri- 
vate affairs are so peculiarly circumstanced as to render it 
extremely imprudent for him to accept of his appointment 
to the office of Deputy Aujutant-General in the Continen- 
tal Army, in this Colony. That the Committee are fully 
satisfied that the said Mr. Duer has the utmost willingness 
to enter into the service, and that he is a hearty friend to 
the cause of America, in her present contest with Great 
Britain. That he proposed a mode for the removing the 
difficulties that lie in the way of his acceptance of the 
aforesaid appointment, which, though it affords a strong 
proof of his readiness to accept the office, yet is of such 
a nature as that the Committee are of opinion it would be 
inconvenient to comply with ; and therefore do further re- 
port It as their opinion that he ought to be permitted to 
decline the appointment, and to be furnished with a copy 
of this Report, as a testimony that his so declining proceeds, 

*List of Members who took the General Oath of Secrecy. 
I do solemnly and sincerely swear, that I will keep secret such 
things as shall be, by order of this Congress, recommended to mn for 
that purpose by the President for the time being, until leave by him 
given to reveal it by order of the Congress. £0 help me God. 
Colonel HolmeB, Col. Ten Broeck, Mr. Richard Yates, 
Mr. Verplanck, Mr. Walton, Mr. Vanderbilt, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Hornbeck, 

Mr. J. De Lancey, Mr. Kissam, Mr. Polhemus. 

Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Morris, 

List of Members and others who took the General and Particular Oath 



Mr. Scott, 
Mr. Wickham, 
Mr. Beekman, 
Mr. Tredwell, 
Col. McDougall, 
Mr. Rob't Graham, 
Mr. Drake, 
Mr. Mol. Smith, 
Mr. Tye, 



of Secrecy. 

GENERAL OATH. 

Mr. Sears, 
Mr. Jackson, 
Mr. Thorne, 
Major Williams, 
Mr. Sackett, 
Mr. Brasher, 
Mr. Robinson, 
Mr. Clowes, 
Mr. Lent, 



Mr. Henry Williams, 
Mr. Van Zandt, 
Mr. Marlelt, 
Mr. Thomas Smith, 
Mr. J. Van Cortlandt' 
Mr. G. Livingston, 
Mr. Nathaniel Tom, 
Mr. Joseph Hallett. 



rARTICDXAR OATH, 

Mr. Journey, Mr. Van Rensselaer, Mr. DeLancey, 

Mr. Sclrenck, Doctor Dayton, Mr. John Jay, of the 

Mr. Robert Yates, Colonel Hoffman, Cont. Congress. 

Mr. Cuyler, Captain Piatt, Colonel Woodhull, 

Col. Jas.V.Cortlandt, Mr. Verplanck, Mr. Clarkson, 

Col. Ten Broeck, Mr. Low, Mr. Walton, 

Mr. Kissam, Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel Lispenard, 

Mr. Thomas, Mr. Mieheau, Mr. Marston, 

Mr. Hornbeck, Mr. Richard Yates, Mr. Lsffertse, 

Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Townsend, Mr. Lott, 

Mr. Remsen, Mr. Conner, Mr. Polhemus, 

Mr. French, Mr. Dumond, Mr. Lewis Graham. 

Oath of Secrecy taken by the Secretaries. 
I do solemnly swear, on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, that 
I have not, directly or indirectly, divulged or made known, to any person 
or persons whatsoever, the purport or contents of any questions which 
were put and carried by this Provincial Congress, relating to the Cannon 
on the Battery, nor mentioned, divulged, or hinted, any matter or thintr 
relating to thp removal of the said Cannon, except to my fellow-Secre- 
tary, until after the firing had begun at tiie Battery this morning ; and 
that I do not recollect to have had any conversation with my fellow- 
Secretary, on that subject, until this morning. » 

John McKesson-, 
Sworn this 25th day of August, before me, RoBERT V™™*- 

Wm. Waddell, Alderman. 
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not from any motive unfriendly to this Country, but from 
a necessity that results from the particular state of his pri- 
vate affairs. That it appears that the embarrassment to 
which Mr. Duer is exposed has arisen from a circumstance 
that has occurred since his last return from Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with the said 
Committee in their said Report; and Ordered, That a cer- 
tified copy of this Report be delivered to Mr. Duer, by 
one of the Secretaries. 

Resolved and Agreed, nem. con., That Robert G. Liv- 
ingston, Jun., be appointed Deputy Adjutant-General, with 
the rank of Colonel, in the place of William Duer, Esq., 
and that he be directed to join the Army, under the com- 
mand of General Schuyler, with all possible despatch. 

4to ho. P. M., August 23, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President, Sic. 
The President, with leave of the Congress, went to re- 
ceive the Money brought from Philadelphia by Messrs. 
Hallett and Dumond, two Members of this Congress, and 
Colonel Woodhull is elected President pro tempore. 

A Letter from Colonel William Bayard was read and 
filed, complaining that his House is surrounded by armed 
men of the new levies, and requesting to know if they are 
posted there by order of the Congress or Committee, or 
what the meaning of it can be, which would much oblige 
bis family, who are greatly alarmed at it. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall and Mr. Thomas 
Smith proceed to Colonel Bayard's immediately, and 
make inquiry of the cause of those Troops surrounding 
Colonel Bayard's, and discharge them, unless they see 
cause to detain them there, and that they report to this 
Congress with all possible speed. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety at Philadel- 
phia, of the 19th instant, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

" In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, ) 
August 19, 1775. \ 

"Gentlemen: We have received and considered your 
application for a supply of gunpowder. We had already 
furnished to the Army and to the neighbouring Colonies 
all we could safely spare, when an express arriving from 
General Schuyler, dated the 2d of August, at Ticonderoga, 
expressing his great want of powder, we forwarded to him 
two thousand two hundred pounds weight, directed to the 
care of the Committee at Albany. At the time we sent it 
we were not informed that a large quantity, which arrived 
in Neiv-Jersey, from South- Carolina, had been forwarded 
to him a short time before, which it is likely he had not 
heard of when he wrote, but which would make our last 
supply unnecessary. As probably that may not be gone 
from Albany, we leave it to your consideration whether it 
may not, on an application to General Schuyler, be brought 
back from thence for your use. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vants. By order : B. Franklin, Pres't. 

" To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., and the Members of the 
Provincial Congress, New- York." 

Another Letter from the Committee of Safety at Phi- 
ladelphia, at the 21st instant, was read and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

" In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, ) 
August 21, 1775. I 

" Gentlemen : We are much obliged by your commu- 
nication of the intelligence from General Washington, and 
shall forward it to the Committees down the river. As 
possibly the enemy may think of calling upon us, it ren- 
ders it more necessary for us to keep the little powder we 
have; but when any fresh supply shall arrive here, we shall 
readily spare you a part of it. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vants. By order : B. Franklin, Pres't. 

" To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., and the Members of the 
Provincial Congress, New-York." 

Mr. Robert Yates moved, and was seconded by Messrs. 
Polhemus and Verplanck, that the Resolutions of this Con- 
gress entered into this day, that the Members shall take the 



Oath therein mentioned, be reconsidered to-morrow morning. . 
The same being unanimously agreed to, 

Ordered, That the same be reconsidered to-morrow 
morning. 

Ordered, That Dr. Dayton, Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. 
Townsend, and Captain Wickham, be a Committee to take 
into consideration the state of the Stock on Gardiner's 
Island and Montauk, and report to this Congress what 
they think, proper to be ordered or done relating to the 
said Stock. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tredwell and Mr. Melancion Smith 
be a Committee to take into consideration the Petition of 
the Executors of the last Will of David Gardiner, de- 
ceased, and report a draught of a Letter to the honourable 
House of Representatives of the Colony of Massachusetts- 
Bay, agreeable to the prayer of the said Petition. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to take into 
consideration the Letter of the Committee of Brookhaven, 
of the 3d instant, and to report such general Resolutions 
or Regulations as may be proper to be entered into or or- 
dered by this Congress to be done in cases of this nature, 
do make report to-morrow. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., August 24, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Opened 
with prayers by the Rev. Dr. Rodgers. 

A Letter from the President to the Secretary was read 
and filed, informing the Congress that he is overcome with 
fatigue and want of sleep, and unable to attend. 

The Congress then unanimously chose Colonel Wood- 
hull President pro tempore. 

Mr. Sears informed the Congress that he had a Letter 
sealed, which he showed, directed to his Worship the 
Mayor of this City, and said to be from Captain George 
Vandeput, of the Ship Asia. 

Ordered, That Mr. Verplanck and Mr. Sears wait on 
the Mayor with the said Letter, and request to know the 
contents. 

Mr. Verplanck returned with the Letter directed to the 
Mayor, and with his leave to take a copy thereof; which 
was read, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Asia, August 24, 1775. 
" Gentlemen : After the event of last night, I think it 
necessary to inform you, that having had information that 
it was intended by some people in Neio-York to take away 
the guns from the Battery, which, as stores belonging to 
the King, it was my duty to protect, I sent a boat to lie 
near the shore to watch their motions. Soon after twelve 
they began to remove the guns from the Battery, which 
being observed by the officer in the boat, he left his station 
to come on board to inform me thereof; but being per- 
ceived from the shore, he was fired upon by a great many 
musketry, by which one of the men in the boat was shot 
dead. My duty called upon me to repel an act of this 
sort, as well as to defend the guns, which occasioned me 
to fire upon the Battery. I acquaint you of this, that the 
people of the Town may not imagine it is my intention to 
do them any hurt, which I wish as much as possible to 
avoid; but if they will persist in behaving in such a man- 
ner as to make their safety and my duty incompatible, the 
mischief that may arise must lie at their doors, and not at 
mine. An answer is desired. 

"I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, Geo. Vandeput. 
" To the Mayor and other Magistrates of the City of New- 
York." 

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Yates, Mr. Thomas Smith, 
and Mr. Kissam, be a Committee to examine witnesses 
and take affidavits relating to the attack mentioned in Cap- 
tain Vandeput's Letter, and the attack made by him on 
this City. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Liv- 
ingston, Esq., pay to Peter T. Curtenius Twenty Thou- 
sand Pounds, to be applied towards discharging the debts 
contracted by purchasing Provisions, Military Stores, and 
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other necessaries, in obedience to the orders of this Con- 
gress; and that Mr. Livingston take Mr. Curtenius's 
receipt for the same, on account. 

A Letter from William Smith, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Suffolk County, bearing date the 22d in- 
stant, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 
Wit : 

"Suffolk County, August 22, A. D. 1775. 

"Gentlemen: The Committee of this County are now- 
met to give proper directions for taking the stock from 
Gardiner's and Plumb Islands, according to your direction 
of the 18th of this instant. It is with the greatest con- 
cern that we find the Troops at the east end of this island 
are ordered away, whereby we shall be left defenceless. 
General Wooster was prevailed on, before the receipt of 
your letter, to tarry with his Troops a few days; he is now 
present with us, and lets us know that he purposes to de- 
part to-morrow. There are now three cutters at the east 
end of this island, cruising; and we must beg leave to inform 
you that the stock on Monlauk, Shelter- Island, and Oys- 
ter Pond Point, will be in the utmost danger of falling 
into the hands of the enemy, besides the constant alarms 
and expense the inhabitants of this part of the County 
will be exposed to, unless your honourable House will take 
Our situation under your consideration, and allow us at least 
such number of men as may be sufficient to secure these 
parts from the depredations of the enemy. 

" The Companies raised here, we presume, will not dis- 
obey your orders; but we pray you to consider how desti- 
tute we shall be left when our men are gone, our arms 
put into their hands, and carried from us. With the advice 
of General Wooster, we have ventured to desire the Cap- 
tains not to march until we can send an express to you to 
let us know whether we can have any hopes of relief. And, 
further, we think we cannot at present get off the stock 
without a sufficient guard upon the islands. General Woos- 
ter informs us, that he had advice from Governour Trum- 
bull to return to New- York before he received your letter, 
and we cannot think it could be the design of the Conti- 
nental Congress that this County should be left in this 
situation. Colonel Gardiner, of Plumb-Island, says, that 
Colonel Abijah Willard, in the Ministerial Fleet, informed 
him that they should come again, and would bring a suffi- 
cient force to take the stock from Long-Island. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vants. By order: Wm. Smith, Chairman. 

" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress at New-York." 

Ordered, That the said Letter be delivered to the Com- 
mittee appointed to take into consideration the state of the 
Stock on Gardiner's Island and Montauk. 

A draught of a Letter to the honourable the House of 
Representatives of Massachusetts-Bay, to cover the Peti- 
tion of the Executors of David Gardiner, Esq., and the 
Papers which attend the same, was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen : You will readily perceive the propriety of 
our referring to your honourable House a petition from the 
executors of David Gardiner, Esq., deceased, which we 
send you enclosed, together with the evidences which we 
are possessed of, facts therein stated, and an account of 
the things taken, and damages. If you should approve of 
the mode pointed out by the petitioners for obtaining the 
desired satisfaction, we doubt not but you will be ready to 
grant them all the assistance and relief in your power. 

We are, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
humble servants. 

To the Honourable the House of Representatives of the 
Colony of Massachusetts-Bay. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed 
by the President, and transmitted, together with the Peti- 
tion, Affidavits, and Papers therein mentioned. 

4to ho. P, M., August 24, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Marlett, Mr. Thomas Smith, and 
■Mr. /. Van Cortlandt, severally took the General Oath of 



Secrecy. Mr. Clarkson and Mr. Walton respectively took 
the Particular Oath of Secrecy, with respect to the exami- 
nation of Melancton Lawrence, and the Letters found in 
his custody. » 

The Committee appointed to examine Captain Me- 
lancton Lawrence delivered in the Examination of said 
Lawrence; which was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

The Examination of Captain Melancton Lawrence, 
before a Committee of the Congress, on the 24th day 
of August, 1775. 

That he was appointed, on the 24th of April last, com- 
mander of the Schooner Neptune, and believes she belongs 
to the Government ; that he left Boston on the 23d of 
July last, with despatches from General Gage to Captain 
Vandeput; that he had orders from the General to put 
himself under the command of one Lieutenant Evans, 
agent of the transports ; that when he went on board of 
Evans's transports he received from him two letters direct- 
ed to one Wallace, Captain of the Rose, man-of-war, at 
Newport; that if Captain Wallace gave him no particular 
orders to the contrary, he was to cruise south, off Block- 
Island, until he heard from the said Evans. That he 
arrived at Newport in three days, and not finding Wallace, 
he stood out and fell in with the Kingfisher, the Captain 
whereof took him under his command, and conveyed him 
into Rhode-Island, where he found Captain Wallace, to 
whom he delivered his letters. That he then ordered him 
to follow him, and proceed to Block-Island, where they 
fell in with a fleet of transports, and proceeded with the 
fleet to Fisher's Island. That he was told by one Colonel 
Willard that he had planned the expedition to take the 
cattle from the islands ; that cattle and sheep were taken 
off from Gardiner's and Fisher's Islands, to wit : thirty- 
six head of horned cattle and eleven hundred sheep from 
Fisher's Island, as he was informed ; from Gardiner's 
Island, between forty and fifty horned cattle, and between 
eighteen hundred and two thousand sheep, as the exami- 
nant was informed. That the examinant did not assist in 
taking the cattle and sheep from either of the islands, nor 
received any of them, except four sheep, which were sent 
aboard for the use of the men, which were sent on board 
of this examinant by Colonel Willard. That the exami- 
nant understood from Willard that the man on Gardiner's 
Island was very sulky at first, and refused to sell, but that 
afterwards he insisted that whatever they took away they 
were to give an account of; that he also understood from 
Willard, and from other circumstances he has reason to 
believe, that the man on Fisher's Island was willing to sell 
cattle. That Evans, the agent, gave this examinant orders 
to take all vessels he might fall in with, and particularly 
those loaded with salt ; that this examinant met several 
vessels, particularly a brig loaded with salt, bound to 
Rhode-Island, but did not take or molest them in their 
voyage. That he could not discover that there were any 
intentions of the Army, or any part of it, to remove from 
Boston, but, on the contrary, there was all the appearance 
of their intentions to stay, as they were strengthening their 
fortifications ; that no Troops had been sent from Boston 
to Qucbcck, but that he has understood that one Gamble, 
an officer, was gone to recruit there. That when this 
examinant, in May or June last, was on his return from 
here to Boston, near the Hook, a sloop from Staten-Island 
came down, with sheep, hogs, and hay; that Captain Mc- 
Donald was on board the sloop, who insisted on their bein^ 
taken on board the schooner; but upon this examinant's 
refusing to take them on board, they were sent back, 
though the said McDonald proceeded with him to Boston; 
and that the said McDonald, at Boston, informed him he 
was going to Ouebeck, and that he was in full pay. That 
Allen McLean also went passenger with this examinant to 
Boston, and returned to New-York with the examinant, 
when he brought General Haldimand to New- York ; that 
the said McLean brought with him a bag of money, which 
he took ashore with him ; that from papers which he left 
on board, the examinant first learned he intended to enlist 
men ; this he discovered from the contents of one which 
was subscribed by General Gage, authorizing him to enlist 
a Regiment of (he thinks) Highlanders in the Provinces, 
for His Majesty's service. That at Tarpaulin Cove he 
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received a package of letters from -Euan*, directed to Gov. 
Tryon, and that Evans told him they were letters he had re- 
ceived from Gen. Robinson, which he delivered on board the 
Asia, man-of-war. That this examinant is willing to declare, 
on oath, that he has at no time carried any provisions, other 
than his own stores for the use of the vessel, from this or 
any other port to Boston, though he has had opportunities 
to do it, except seven sheep, which were put on board of him 

by Montague at the Hook. - ,«■ T 

' * Melancton Lawrence. 

A Letter from Dr. /. Mallett to Mr. William Allmon, 
of the 18th July, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Col. Robertson to Capt. Montague, of 

the 20th of July, was read and filed, and is in the words 

following, to wit: 

« Boston, July 20, 1775. 

" Dear Sir : Two turtles at a time, when a bit of beef 
or mutton is a rare feast, command my gratitude ; but let 
me assure you I enjoyed the reflection that I owed them 
to your friendly regard far above the relish of a well- 
dressed dish. 

" Your health was drunk by a company whose good 
wishes you would value. I wish I could send you any 
thing in return that would be grateful to you. The state 
of poor Parsons's health affords nothing of this kind ; he 
is very weak, in much pain, and great danger indeed ; the 
heat of the season and the want of fresh provision made 
many officers' cases, though judged slight, dangerous. 

"It would not be proper to put in writing my senti- 
ments about the state of the war or the mode of carrying 
this on. I may say, however, the enemy are multiplying 
immense works, all round this country; every hill has 
Gothick fortifications, like those in the west of England. 
With these they seem to intend to shut up every access 
from this place. All their works, except those they began 
on Bunker's Hill, have been of the defensive kind. So 
far they seem sensible that they will be ruined if they 
give us an opportunity of charging them with bayonets 
in a fair field. Numbers can't save them ; behind works 
and walls they may kill ten men, and then fly, and this 
repeated often would make a dozen victories equal to a 
defeat. 

" I send you some letters that have passed. If you 
were Admiral here, land and sea would be on better terms, 
the Town better supplied, and convoys better guarded. 
The Yankees have brought about fifty whale boats over 
Dorchester Neck, by Roxbury Church, and put them in 
the water near Chatiestown River; with fourteen others 
they landed on Thursday, and burnt the Light-House ; 
and, it being' calm, afterwards set fire to some fishing 
boats ; and all this in open day, in sight of our fleet. 
The Congress edicts direct the people in all the Colonies 
to refuse us supplies ; the Committees enforce the edicts 
with attention and severity. To prevent our suffering by 
want of fuel and barrack bedding, I sent Mr. Page to 
London, to purchase and send out these necessary articles. 
Even candles are ordered from home; we are distressed a 
little by a scarcity of these already. I have in Sergeant 
Bowden's care one hundred and forty boxes; if you could 
get these on board, under the pretence of your ship's ser- 
vice, and then give them to Capt. Evans, who commands 
the Spy, armed vessel, and will be the bearer of this, you 
would oblige me, and, what you value more, serve the 
publick, by saving it from a double loss, as these candles 
may not only be lost to us, but be taken for the use of 
the rebels ; however, if moving them would endanger the 
quiet of the Town, or be productive of a riot, it is not an 
object deserving such a risk. Mr. Page returns from 
London as soon as he can finish the business he goes on ; 

his address will be to the care of James . . . . , 

Parliament Street. He will be here in October, and he 
would be happy to direct his attention to any commands 
you may give him. 

" I am, with much regard, ever, dear Sir, your obliged 
and obedient servant, James Robertson, 

" To Captain Montague, Commanding his Majesty's Ship 

Kingfisher, New- York. 

"P. S. I wish poor Mrs. Any and Betsey well; bid 
them have patience ; her civility will make her friends, and 
times may soon mend." 



Ordered, That Colonel McDougall and Mr. Sears take 

into custody Bowden, and send him in custody 

to this Congress to-morrow ; and that they take and carry 
away all the Candles in the store adjoining to Bowden's 
House, and other Stores mentioned in Colonel Robertson's 
and Mr. Mallett's Letters. 

A Letter from Thomas Ash, at Boston, of July 23, to 
John Shaw, of New-York, Merchant, was read and filed. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., August 25, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No prayers, 
Present : 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to examine 
Captain Melancton Lawrence have power to take such 
security of him as they shall think proper, and also to take 
his declaration that he will not enter again into the Min- 
isterial service, and discharge him. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of each Town 
from hence to Cambridge, was read and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : This will be produced to you by the 
Captains Willing and Wharton, who have the charge of 
three prisoners and two servants taken at Philadelphia', 
and as they may want carriages or other assistance to 
transport them to the camp at Cambridge, we therefore 
request you to give them such aid as they shall judge 
necessary to execute the command with which they are 
now intrusted, they paying for the same. By order. 

To the Committee in each Town from New- York to the 
Camp at Cambridge. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Committee to take into consideration the state of 
the Stock on Gardiner's Island and Montauk Point, de- 
livered in their Report, which was read and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

Your Committee do report that a Letter of the follow, 
ing contents be sent to the General Committee of the 
County of Suffolk ; 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, August"25, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are fully sensible of the necessity of 
providing against the future depredations of the Ministerial 
Army, and we see the danger of your defenceless con- 
dition, after the removal of the Companies raised in your 
County. We do therefore earnestly recommend that 
you immediately form the Militia of your County into 
Companies, agreeable to the late regulations of the Conti- 
nental and this Congress, and that you place two Compa- 
nies of Minute-Men, or any less number, which you may 
think sufficient, at or near the pass by the little pond near 
Montauk, and one other Company, if you think so many 
necessary, at or near Shelter-Island, with directions to 
them, upon the discovery of any vessels which may be 
suspected to have a design against you, immediately to 
drive the cattle from Montauk-Point and Shelter-Island 
into the interiour part of your island. The disposition of 
guards, signals, the manner of driving off" the cattle, and to 
what place of security, we must leave entirely to your 
directions and care. 

The Minute-Men, while in actual service, are entitled 
to the same pay with the Continental Troops, which will 
be an inducement to them to undertake this necessary 
service. The repeated orders from General Schuyler, for 
the march of the Troops raised in this Colony, makes it 
absolutely necessary that the Companies raised in your 
County should immediately march. We will, however, 
venture to recommend their stay ten days from the date 
hereof, at the most, to give you an opportunity in the 
mean while to complete the Companies of Minute-Men. 

We do also recommend to you that you remove from 
Gardiner's Island the English hay. 

By order: 
To William Smith, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 

Suffolk County. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed, 
and signed by the President, and transmitted. 
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Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Mr. Tom, and Mr. Hallett, ap- 
peared in Congress and took the General Oath of Secrecy. 
Colonel Lispenard, and Mr. Marston, Mr. Leffertse, Mr. 
Scott, Mr. Polhemus, Lewis Graham, and Peter V. B. 
Livingston, Esq., took the Particular Oath of Secrecy as 
to the examination of Melancton Laurence, and the letters 
taken in his custody. 

The Committee appointed yesterday to examine Wit- 
nesses and take Affidavits relating to the attack made on 
this City by Captain Vandeput, delivered in Affidavits of 
eleven different persons in this City, proving that the first 
firing and attack began from Captain Vandeput's Boat 
from the Ship Asia; which were read. 

A Letter from Colonel James Clinton, of the 19th inst., 
was read and filed. 

A Letter from Major Henry Livingston, Jun., of the 
21st instant, was read and filed, and is in the words fol- 
lowing : 

" Poughkeepsio, August 21, 1775. 

" Sir : I am desired by Colonel Clinton to inform the 
honourable the Provincial Congress, that drums are wanting 
for the respective Companies that compose his Regiment. 
He also desired me to mention our medicine chest ; sup- 
pose, however, we shall find that and the drums at Albany. 
With respect to Dr. Samuel Coolie, the gentleman nomi- 
nated Surgeon to our Regiment, I am authorized to inform 
your, Sir, that he attended several days in New-York for 
his examination, but at length by one contingency or other 
came away without it. He at first applied to Dr. Jones, 
who would not examine him unless Dr. Bard (who was 
out of Town) was present. The matter was stated to the 
Congress, who ordered that one of the members should wait 
on Dr. Jones, and inform him that an examination by him 
alone would satisfy them. Dr. Jones, however, declined. 
After Dr. Bard's return, there was a day appointed for 
the business, but that day both Dr. Jones and Bard were 
called to Long-Island. Dr. Cooke, being very unwell at 
the time, could stay no longer, having attended several 
days to no purpose. 

" Those officers and soldiers who are acquainted with Dr. 
Cooke and his practice, and good success botli as physi- 
cian and surgeon, are very desirous to have his appoint- 
ment confirmed, and as we expect to march in two or three 
days, are exceedingly anxious that he may be acquainted 
with it, and follow us as soon as possible. 

"I am, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

" Henry Livingston, Jun. 
" To the Hon. Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq." 

Ordered, That Dr. Samuel Cooke be appointed Sur- 
geon, and be is hereby appointed Surgeon to the Third 
Regiment of Troops raised in this Colony, and at the 
request of Mr. Henry Livingston, Jun., the Major of the 
said Regiment, which he says is with the consent of a 
considerable number of the said Regiment. 

Ordered, That the examination of Dr. Samuel Cooke 
be dispensed with, and that he be appointed Surgeon, 
notwithstanding he has neglected to be examined accord- 
ing to the standing order of this Congress, but that this 
shall not be a precedent in any other instance. 

Mr. John Stephenson sent into Congress a certificate of 
Dr. John Jones and Dr. Bard, which was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

" This is to certify that we, the subscribers, agreeable to 
an order of the Provincial Congress, have examined Mr. 
John Stephenson, respecting his knowledge in physick and 
surgery, and that we find him competently qualified to act 
as a Surgeon's Mate. « j 0HN Jones, M. D. 

" Samuel Bard, M. D." 

Ordered, That Mr. John Stephenson be appointed, and 
he is hereby appointed, Surgeon's Mate to the Third Re- 
giment of Troops now raised in this Colony ; and Ordered, 
That he join his Regiment with all possible despatch. 

Mr. Bedford Williams, who was on the 16th instant 
appointed Surgeon's Mate to the Second Regiment, agree- 
able to a standing order of this House, produced a certifi- 
cate of Dr. John Jones and Dr. Bard, which is in the 
■words following, to wit : 

k~ " This is to certify that we, the subscribers, agreeable to 
an order of the Provincial Congress, have examined Mr. 



Bedford Williams, respecting his knowledge in physick and 
surgery, and that we find him competently qualified to act 
as a Surgeon's Mate. « j 0H n Jones, M. D. 

" Samuel Bard, M. D." 

Ordered, That Mr. Bedford Williams's appointment of 
Surgeon's Mate stand confirmed, and that he join his Re- 
giment with all possible despatch. 

A Letter from the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., 
of the 21st instant, was read and filed, and is in the words 

followjne; : 

° " Lebanon, August 21, 1775. 

" Sir : I received your favour of the 28th last long 
since, and with pleasure noted the contents, and the noble 
forward disposition of your respectable Congress to pro- 
mote a service of so great a necessity and importance as 
supplying the Northern Army, among many other neces- 
saries, with tents, which I should not have asked of you 
for the Troops of this Colony, but from a sense that the 
cause is common, and that we are extremely exhausted of 
materials for tents, and that it was proposed to me by 
Major-General Schuyler, that you could probably do it with 
ease ; and from your favourable assurances I hoped they 
were received at the camp before this, but am unhappy to 
find, by letters of the 14th instant, received this morning 
from General Schuyler and Colonel Hinman, that they 
have not received nor heard of any coming to them, and 
expressing fears that the proposed progress of the Army 
may be impeded, disappointed, or Colonel Hinman's Regi- 
ment very greatly suffer for want of them. 

" I must beg the favour of you, since you were pleased 
to undertake it, and in confidence thereof we have neglect- 
ed any attempt to supply them and as it is of so great im- 
portance to the whole Continent, and very peculiarly so to 
your City and Province, that they should be supplied and 
succeed in their designs, that you will be pleased to for- 
ward those tents in the most speedy manner possible, the 
season being far advanced. 

" You are pleased to mention our remitting the money 
for them ; you may rely that if the expense is not season- 
ably defrayed by the Continental Congress, this Colony will 
not fail of doing it, although they have already without 
grudging advanced near one hundred and fifty thousand 
Pounds, this currency. 

" On motion of Mr. Livingston, I lately gave Mr. Rens- 
selaer a permit to purchase in and carry out of this Colony, 
for the use of said Northern Army, four hundred and fifty 
barrels of pork, although there is a scarcity of it amQng 
us ; and in pursuance of an advisory caution from his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, have since wrote and required 
of Mr. Rensselaer, not to suffer any of it to be water borne 
to New- York, lest it might fall into the hands of our ene- 
mies, but to transport it directly to the North River, almost 
as near as the Sound, to any place where it can be pur- 
chased. I doubt not you will approve of this precaution, 
and cause the same pork to be forwarded with all possible 
expedition to General Schuyler. 

" I am, with esteem and regard, Sir, your obedient hum- 
ble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
"To the Hon. P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of 

the Honourable Provincial Congress, New-York." 

A draught of an Answer to Governour Trumbull wa3 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, August 25, 1775. 

Sir: We have been honoured with your favour of the 21st 
instant, and are very sorry to learn the apprehensions you 
express that the progress of the Army may be impeded, if 
not disappointed, for the want of tents. 

The fact is, that all the tents we had, and all the mate- 
rials that could be procured have been made up into tents, 
and forwarded with part of our own Troops, and General 
Schuyler has undoubtedly, ere now, disposed of them as 
circumstances or the necessity of the service may require. 
We can only add, on that subject, that we shall procure 
materials for more tents by every means in our power, and 
send them up to General Schuyler as soon as possible ; but 
we see no probability of being able to provide, at any rate, 
a sufficient number for the Northern Army. If, therefore, 
materials can be collected in any due season in your Go- 
vernment, it will promote the general service to give the 
necessary orders for that purpose without delay. 
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The precaution about the pork which you permitted Mr. 
Van Rensselaer to purchase may be a wise one ; but unless 
proper orders are lodged at the different landings to which 
it may be carted, the purpose for which it is wanted may 
be in a great measure defeated. Permit us, therefore, to 
request the favour of you, to give such directions as you 
shall judge necessary, to prevent such inconveniences and 
disappointments. 

We have the honour to remain, with much respect, Sir, 
yours, &.C. By order. 
To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Governour of the 

Colony of Connecticut. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to Charles Thomson, Esq., was 
read and filed, and is in the words following : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 25, 1775. 

Sm: We are informed by our Delegates that the Con- 
tinental Congress ordered a ton of their powder to be sent 
here, to replace what we had lent for the common service. 
As our defence may probably very soon require a supply 
of that article, we must beg the favour of you either to be 
at the trouble of forwarding it, or inform us without delay, 
by letter, where and to whom we are to apply for it. 

We flatter ourselves that your zeal for the service will 
call your attention to this business ; and are, Sir, your very 
humble servants. By order. 
Charles Thomson, Esquire, Secretary to the Continental 

Congress. 

A Return of the Election of Militia Officers in the Bo- 
rough of Westchester was filed. 

A Return of the Election of Militia Officers in the Pre- 
cinct of Mamacoting was read and filed. 

A Return of the Election of Militia Officers in the 
South District of New-Marlborough was read and filed. 

Johan Christian Drewidz, being brought before this Con- 
gress, and examined concerning his Vessel lately returned 
from sea to Sandy-Hook, or the watering place, and many 
suspicious circumstances appearing, which induce a belief 
that this Vessel has been to Boston, 

Ordered, That Johan Christian Drewidz be committed 
to the care of Colonel McDougall, and that he take care 
that the said Johan Christian Drewidz be kept with the 
greatest safety. 

A Letter from Francis Stephens, of the 12th of August 
instant, to General Gage, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

"Office of Ordnance, New- York, August 12, 1775. 

"Sir: Since my letter to your Excellency of the 31st 
July, I have been honoured with yours of the 18th pre- 
ceding, which has given me much uneasiness, as it seems 
to imply a remissness on my part, in not getting more of 
the stores removed from hence, agreeable to your Excel- 
lency's wishes. I must beg leave to observe, that I always 
used my utmost endeavours to comply with the orders I 
received, as far as circumstances would admit. But the 
multiplicity of bulky articles shipped on board the vessels, 
such as battering plank, boards, joists, brick, straw, and 
many other particulars, belonging to different departments, 
the want of which is as strongly urged to me, took up so 
much room as to render it entirely out of my power to 
forward a further quantity of ordnance stores. Had the 
shipping ordered for that service been in a proper condi- 
tion to have received their full load, 1 an? well persuaded 
there would not in that case have any thing remained; but 
as some of them, particularly the Ship Henry, had all their 
water, provisions, fcc, on board, which the master refused 
to disembark, I was by that means prevented from sending 
many more articles which I should have otherwise cer- 
tainly done. If your Excellency will be pleased to order 
the several bills of lading to be laid before you, or an 
account of the many articles which were shipped from 
hence on board the different vessels, exclusive of the ord- 
nance stores, you will judge of the vast deal of room they 
must have necessarily taken up on board these vessels, and 
which, of course, prevented my forwarding those stores 
that have since, very unfortunately, fallen into the hands of 
the rebels. The Brig Countess of Darlington arrived in 



the Sound, a few miles above Turtle-Bay, on the 25th 
of April ; and had I been permitted to have loaded her, 
should no doubt have sent to Boston every species of 
stores I stood charged with, the largest sizes of shot and 
shells only excepted ; but the violent commotions which 
at that time prevailed amongst the people were such as to 
render it impossible, and the vessel was obliged, for safety, 
immediately to depart, without my being able to put the 
least article on board her. 

" With respect to the saltpetre, it was at the time de- 
posited at Turtle-Bay, where I conceived it to be equally 
secure with the rest of His Majesty's property, ajid that 
moving it might excite the jealousy of the people, who 
assiduously watched that no supplies should be sent to 
Boston. At this period I had no idea of powder mills 
being erected, or that they would ever have the audacity 
to rob and plunder the storehouses in the manner they 
have since done. Their declared intention at the time 
being to prevent all supplies going to Boston, that might 
enable your Excellency to act with greater effect against 
their brethren and fellow-subjects in New-England. I 
entreat your Excellency, therefore, to believe me when I 
assure you that every thing was done which lay in my 
power towards expediting and otherwise forwarding the 
good of His Majesty's service. 

" I am, with the greatest respect, Sir, your Excellency's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

" Francis Stephens. 
" To his Excellency the Hon. General Gage." 

A Letter from Joseph Allicock, of the 23d instant, to 
Henry Lloyd, Esq., was read and filed. 

Another from Joseph Allicock, of die 23d instant, to 
Lieutenant Bulrickc, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., pay to 
Joseph Hallett, Esq., the further sum of two thousand 
Pounds, on account, in addition to the sums he has already 
received, and take his receipt for the same. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock. P. M. 

4to ho. T. M., August 25, 1775. 

Resolved and Ordered, That no more Cannon or Stores 
be removed from the Battery, until further orders from this 
Congress. 

Mr. Scott, Mr. John Van Cortlandt, and Mr. Pye, sever- 
ally dissented. 

Resolved, That the Guard be strengthened this night 
by an additional Company, in order to prevent any insult 
being offered to his Excellency the Governour. 

And Resolved, That Colonel Lasher be desired to 
strengthen the Guard intended for this evening, by adding 
the Grenadier Company to that Guard. That the whole 
Guard be under the command of Captain Brasher; and 
that, upon a message from his Excellency the Governour, 
they repair to his house and protect him from Insults. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., August 26, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No prayers. 

Joseph AUicock, according to a direction from this Con- 
gress, attending at the door, was called in. He produced 
three Receipts, of one tenor and date, for Provisions lately 
delivered to Captain Melanclon Lawrence, for the Armed 
Sloop then under his command, and acknowledged that he 
had, in the course of the business of the contractors for 
victualling the Army, supplied all the Armed Vessels except 
the Men-of-War. He had supplied such Provisions inad- 
vertently, and without any design to injure the Country. 

Captain De Kay, according to a direction from this Con- 
gress, attending at the door, was called in, and examined, 
and notes taken of his examination, which are filed, Cap- 
tain De Kay gave an order, in writing, to the Pilot and 
Mate of the Vessel, to bring up his Vessel. 

Ordered, That Col. McDougall take Captain Charles 
De Kay into custody, and keep him safely until the further 
order of this Congress. 

The Committee appointed to report on the Letter from 
the Brookhaven Committee of the 3d instant, and to report 
such general resolutions or regulations as may be proper to 
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be entered into or ordered by this Congress to be done in 
cases of the like nature, delivered in their Report, which 
was read and filed : 

Whereas there is great reason to suspect that Vessels 
with Provisions, from some parts of this Continent, have 
been put in the way of some of His Majesty's Armed Ves- 
sels, with design that they might be taken: to prevent any 
thing of the like kind from occurring, 

Resolved, That no Vessel depart from this Colony with 
Provisions, unless the permit of this Congress or of their 
■ Committee of Safety be first had for that purpose. 

Ordered, That this Resolution be published in the 
Newspapers and in Handbills. 

Mr. Sears delivered in an inventory of all the articles 
by them taken from the Stores adjoining to Bowden's 
house, in obedience to the orders of this Congress, which is 
as follows, to wit : one hundred and forty boxes of Candles, 
seven Blankets, eighty pair of Sheets, twenty-four Bed- 
ticks and twenty-six Bolsters, fourteen Halberts, five cart- 
men loads of Medicines; that the Medicines are in a room 
at the Barracks. 

Ordered, That Doctor Treat and Doctor Thomas Jones 
be requested to have an inventory made of all those Medi- 
cines ; and to examine their qualities, and set a valuation 
on them, and return a copy thereof, signed by them, to this 
Congress, that this Congress may be able to preserve tes- 
timony of the value of those Medicines. 

Resolved, That the General Committee of the City and 

County of New-York be requested to meet every day, 

Sundays excepted, in order to expedite such business as 

falls in their department, which frequently arise in this 

i exigency of the publick affairs. 

Resolved, That the Congress having thought it expe- 
dient to remove some of the Cannon from the Battery to 
the place where they now are, they will again remove 
them, as they shall find it necessary for the defence of the 
inhabitants of this Colony. 

Ordered, The Report of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, to discharge the Debts of this Colony, be taken 
into consideration on next Tuesday morning. 

Die LuniE, August 28, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No prayers. 

A Letter from P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., dated this 

day, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 

Wlt : " New-York, August 28, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : It gives me great anxiety that I cannot 
attend your deliberations at this critical juncture ; such is 
my present indisposition that I am unable to attend to any 
business whatever. With a continual slow fever, a reluc- 
tance to food, and a constant vigilance or want of sleep, I 
find myself reduced to the necessity of taking some mea- 
sures to preserve life. 

" 1 have yet a large sum of the Continental money which 
I received by your order. I earnestly entreat you to ap- 
point some gentleman your Treasurer, to receive it of me, 
and to direct him to call on me this morning for the 
money. Be assured, Gentlemen, it will give me very great 
pleasure to return to Congress as soon us I am able to 
attend. 

" I am, respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
humble servant, Peter V. B. Livingston. 

" To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress, New- 
York." 

Colonel Woodhdl is elected President pro tern., until 
Mr. Livingston is able to attend. 

A Letter from Joseph Trumbull, dated at Cambridge, on 
the 3d August, to his brother Jonathan Trumbull, Jun., was 
read. He thereby directs bim to purchase large quantities 
of Flour, Beef, and Pork, for the use of the Army at 
Cambridge. 

Another Letter, from Joseph Trumbull, of same date, to 
any Merchants in New-York or Philadelphia, as a letter 
of credit to his brother, Jonathan Trumbull, Jun., until 
the Continental Currency issues, was read. 

A Letter from Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., dated at New- 
London, 7th instant, and directing Mr. Jonathan Trumbull, 
Jun., the safest way of transporting Flour, was read. 



The Members generally sworn, were charged to keep 
secret the contents of those Letters, and Messrs. Vander- 
bilt, Woodhull, Lispenard, Polhemus, Ten Broeck, Hoff- 
man, Kissam, Marston, Cuyler, Richard Yates, Roosevelt, 
Verplanck, Rensselaer, Dumond, Walton and Hombcck, 
were sworn to secrecy in this particular matter. 

Mr. Gouverneur Morris came into Congress and took the 
General Oath of Secrecy. 

Richard Jenkins, late master of a vessel of Thomas 
Ludlow, came into Congress, and gave information : that 
relating to the vessel and cargo is on oath, and that relating 
to the state of Qucbcck the best information he can give, 
but not on oath. 

The application of Murray, Sansom, Murray St Co.* 
and of Frederick Rhynlander, to permit the Ship Peggy 
and cargo of Wheat to sail for Falmouth, in England : the 
application of Charles McEvers &, Co., to permit the Ship 
Albany and cargo of Wheat to sail for Lisbon: the appli- 
cation of Walter Buchannan k, Co., to permit a Vessel 
and Cargo for Madeira, and another Vessel and Cargo for 
Barcelona, to sail : the application and affidavit of Thomas 
Arden, Jun., and David Bemus, Owner and Master of the 
Sloop Liberty, to obtain a permit for her to sail : and an 
application from Robert Bryson, of Bermuda, to Mr. Sam- 
uel Verplanck, for six dozen bottled Beer, a keg of Albany 
White Peas, half a barrel Mess Pork, and a good Ameri- 
can Cheese, were severally read and filed. 

A Letter from Nicholas Cooke, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection at Providence, and from John Smith 
and Daniel Tillinghast, Committee of Safety, bearing 
date the 21st instant, was read. 

And they requesting that Messrs. Clarke and Nightin- 
gale might have leave to purchase and import at Provi- 
dence a quantity of Flour and Provisions, for the use of the 
Town of Providence and the American Army, 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed 
till the afternoon. 

A Letter of this day, from Samuel Burling, requesting 
liberty to supply the Flour and Provisions desired at Provi- 
dence, and to send the same by Captain Lindsay and Cap- 
tain Whitney. 

A Letter from William McAdam, requesting leave for 
the Sloop Jane, Captain Bascombe Master, to sail with 
her cargo for Kingston, in Jamaica, was read. 

Resolved, That no Bread, Flour, Beef, or Pork, be 
shipped or laden after the publication hereof, without an 
express permission from this Congress or their Commit- 
tee of Safety. 

Mr. Walton and Mr. Kissam dissenting. 

Ordered, That the Ship Peggy may have leave to sail 
with her cargo of Wheat completed, and that she be subject 
to such instructions as shall be given by the Committee 
of this Congress to be appointed for that purpose : Pro- 
vided, That the present Captain or Master be not permit- 
ted to proceed in the said Vessel, and that she sail under 
such Captain or Master as shall be approved of by the said 
Committee. 

Captain Sears dissented. 

Ordered, That Charles McEvers &. Co. have leave to 
complete the loading of the Ship Albany, James Bunyan 
Master, bound to Lisbon, with Wheat only, subject to such 
instructious as shall be given by the Committee of this 
Congress to be appointed for that purpose. 

Captain Sears dissents. 

Ordered, That Walter and Thomas Buchannan & Co. 
have leave to load the Vessel mentioned in their applica- 
tion to Congress of this day, and let her sail to Barcelona, 
with Wheat only, subject to such instructions as shall be 
given by the Committee of Congress to be appointed for 
that purpose. 

Ordered, That Walter Buchannan & Co. have leave 
to load the Brigantine Catharine and Elizabeth, bound 
to Madeira, with Wheat, Corn, and Staves, thirty casks 
Rye Meal, Bees Wax, Spermaceti Candles, and Spruce, 
but not with any Flour and Leather; to sail subject to such 
instructions as shall be given by the Committee of this 
Congress to be appointed for that purpose. 

Ordered, That the Sloop Liberty, belonging to Tlwmat 
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Arden and James Arden, David Bewes Master, be per- 
mitted to sail subject to like instructions. 

Resolved, That Colonel McDougall, Mr. Richard 
Yates, and Mr. Morris, be a Committee to report such 
Regulations as they conceive proper for the Owners and 
Masters of all Vessels sailing out of this Port, with any 
kind of Provisions on board. 

Ordered, Mr. Thomas Smith to have leave of absence 
on Wednesday next. 

The Congress adjourned till four o'clock. 

4to ho. P. M., August 28, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Letter from James and Alexander Stewart, request- 
ing permission to ship three thousand bushels of Rye, the 
proceeds of which, with what bills they shall ship, they 
mean to have brought back in articles that will be much 
wanted. 

A Letter from Henry Remsen and John Read, request- 
ing permission for the Sloop Charlotte, under the command 
of Captain Nathaniel Harriot, to depart for Kingston, in 
Jamaica, with a cargo of three hundred and eighty barrels of 
Flour and thirty barrels of Lamp Oil. And they mention 
that they had agreed to purchase a quantity of Ship Bread 
in tierces and barrels, and also some Lumber. 

Ordered, That the Sloop Charlotte have leave to sail, 
with her cargo, of three hundred and thirty barrels of Flour, 
and such quantities of Lamp Oil, Ship Bread, and Lumber, 
as her owners have engaged or shall think proper to put on 
board, subject to such instructions as shall be given by the 
Committee of this Congress appointed for that purpose. 

A Letter from V. Pearse Ashfield, bearing date this 
day, was read, setting forth that he has laden on board 
the Brig Patty, Bedford Ashfield Master, four thousand 
bushels of 'Indian Corn, and asking permission for the said 
Brig to complete her ladings and to depart for Madeira. 

Ordered, That Samuel Burling have leave to ship Flour 
alone, for the use of the Town of Providence, in Rhode- 
Island. 

Ordered, That G. W. BceJcman, D. Btekman, and 
C. P. Low, be permitted to ship on board the Sloop Penn- 
sylvania Farmer, William Newton Master, already cleared, 
and bound to the lshind of St. Croix, a cargo, to consist of 
Indian Meal, Ship Bread, Staves, Heading, Hoops, and 
Boards ; subject, however, to the instructions of the Com- 
mittee of this Congress appointed for that purpose. 

A Letter from Captain John Brown, of the British 
Army, dated the 26th instant, was read, setting forth that, 
in consequence of the indisposition of Mrs, Brown, he was 
prevented from embarking in the Ship Monimia, for 
Europe. 

The Committee appointed for that purpose delivered in 
their Report, which was read and filed, and is in the words 
following : 

Your Committee do report, that they conceive it will be 
proper that the Owners and Masters of all Vessels sailing out 
of this Port, with any kind of Provisions, should give security 
to this Congress that they will proceed to the place for 
which they shall report such Vessels to be destined, and 
that no security less than an oath of such Owners and Mas- 
ters ought to be accepted of. Your Committee therefore 
do propose, for Vessels bound to Europe, the following 
Oath, to wit : 

For the Owner. 

"I, A B, do promise and declare that the ... , now 
bound to .... , and laden with . . . . , shall proceed 
directly on her voyage to the said place of her destination ; 
for which purpose I will strictly order the master of the said 
.... to sail from the Hook into the latitude of thirty-five 
decrees north, and keep in or to the southward of that 
latitude until she shall reach the fiftieth degree of west longi- 
tude from London, and thence proceed with all despatch 

to the said Port of , thereby to avoid a caption 

by any of His Majesty's Vessels of War; the unavoidable 

accidents of the seas only excepted. So help me God." 

For the Master. 



" I, A B, Master of the . . 
Fourth Semes. — Vol. hi. 



, do swear, promise, and 



declare, that I will proceed with the said ...... now 

bound with God's assistance to , immediately, 

and take every precaution in my power to prevent the said 
vessel from being taken by any Vessel of War in His Ma- 
jesty's service ; and for this purpose I will use my utmost 
efforts to go so far to the southward, immediately after I 
shall leave the Hook, as to the thirty-fifth degree of north 
latitude, and keep to the southward of that latitude until 
I shall reach the fiftieth degree of west longitude from 
London, and thence to proceed to the said Port of ... . 
with the utmost despatch in my power, the dangers of the 
seas only excepted ; and as I keep this oath, promise, and 
declaration, so help me God." 

For Vessels bound to the West -Indies, the following Oath, 

towit: For the Owner. 

" I, A B, do solemnly and sincerely swear and declare 
that I will take every precaution in my power to prevent 
the .... , now bound from New- York to ... , from 
falling into the possession of or being taken by any Vessel 
of War belonging to His Majesty ; and for this purpose I 
will direct . . . . , the Master of the said Vessel, to pro- 
ceed immediately from the Hook to the aforesaid place ol 
his destination, without delay, the danger of the seas only 
excepted. So help me God." 

For the Master. 

" I, A B, do promise and swear that I, the Master of the 
. . . , now bound on a voyage to ... , will immediate- 
ly proceed with the said Vessel to the said place of destina- 
tion, with the utmost despatch in my power, the danger of 
the seas only excepted, and will take every precaution in 
my power to prevent the said Vessel from, being taken by 
any Armed Vessels belonging to His Majesty. So help 
me God." 

All which is humbly submitted. 

Alexander McDougall, 

GouVERNEUR M ORRIS, 

Richard Yates. 

Resolved, That the Owner or Owners and Master of each 
Vessel, for the lading and sailing whereof application has 
been made to this Congress, and a permit ordered, do re- 
spectively take such Oath as above directed, that is to say : 
the Master and Owners of such Vessels as are bound to the 
West-Indies, the Oath for that purpose directed ; and the 
Master and Owners of the other Vessels the Oaths for that 
purpose abovementioned. 

Mr. Morris, Mr. Kissam, and Mr. Thomas Smith, are 
appointed a Committee to report to this Congress the mode 
to supply the Ship Asia with Provisions, that will be least 
inconvenient to the inhabitants of this City. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., August 29, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No 
prayers. Present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President pro tern. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, pay unto Captain Robert Johnson, 
of Colonel Clinton's Regiment, the sum of one hundred 
Pounds, for the use of his Company ; and that the said 
Robert Johnson do give a receipt to the said Peter V. B. 
Livingston, and an order on the Deputy Paymaster-Gene- 
ral, for the repayment of the said sum. 

A Letter from General Wooster was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

" Oyster Ponds, August 27, 1775. 

" Sir : Your favour of the 1 8th instant came duly to hand, 
and I should have sailed for Harlem without loss of time, 
had I not received the following important intelligence from 
General Washington, viz : 

"'August 23, 1775. — Yesterday I received advice from 
Boston, that a number of transports have sailed on a second 
expedition for fresh provisions. As they may pursue the 
same course, only advancing further, we think Montauk 
Point, on Long-Island, a very probable place of their 
landing. I have therefore thought it best to give you the 
earliest intelligence, but I do not mean to confine your at- 
tention or vigilance to that place. You will please to 
extend your views as far as the mischief may be probably 
extended.' 
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"Thus far the intelligence. I would further inform you 
that the Kingfisher, last Wednesday, wept up the Sound, 
with several small cutters, reconnoitering the north side of 
the island, and Thursday there followed past this place two 
topsail vessels, which I apprehend to be transports, as they 
fired two signal guns when they went through the Race. I 
would therefore recommend it to the Provincial Congress 
to keep a good guard over Queen's County, as I imagine 
their design is to get stock from Huntington, Lloyd's Neck, 
or Flushing; and as we hope to secure all the stock upon 
this part of the island, you may expect the Boston fleet 
will proceed further up the Sound. 

" I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

" David Wooster. 
" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq." 

Ordered, That copies of General Wooster' s Letter be 
transmitted to the following persons, to wit : Colonel Black- 
well, to the Committee of Huntington, and to Mr. Town- 
send, by express. 

" A Letter from General Schuyler, dated at Saratoga, on 
the 19th instant, was read and filed. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated at Saratoga, on 
the 20th instant, was read and filed. 

A Letter from, General Schuyler, dated at Albany, on 
the 23d instant, was read and filed. 

Resolved, That the Company of Artillery, raised by Cap- 
tain Lamb, be considered as part of the three thousand men 
directed by the Continental Congress to be raised in this 
Colony; that the Officers and Men belonging to the said 
Company be entitled to pay, agreeable to the Continental 
arrangement now established ; that the Officers of the said 
Company be entitled to the same rank, and be under the 
same command, as other Artillery Companies in the Con- 
tinental Army; that Colonel McDougall be ordered to re- 
ceive, from the Treasurer of this Congress, the sum of two 
hundred and fifty Pounds, to pay off the Officers and 
Men belonging to the said Company, up to this day; and 
that the, said Company do forthwith proceed to Ticon- 
deroga, and join the Army under General Schuyler; and 
that Colonel McDougall see that this order be complied 
with, with all possible despatch. 

William Malcom, by request in writing, prayed permis- 
sion for the Sloop Thistle, Roger Haddock Master, bound 
for St. Eustatia, with a cargo of sixteen barrels of Ship 
Bread, forty barrels of Apples, three hundred bushels of 
Indian Corn, thirty boxes of Spermaceti Candles, eight 
cases of Furniture, fifteen thousand feet of Lumber, four 
thousand Hoops, twenty thousand Shingles, thirty barrels 
of Corn Meal, and a parcel of bunches of Onions. 

Ordered, That he have a permit to ship the said cargo, 
and for the said Vessel to sail, subject to. such orders, and 
on having such affidavits made and filed, as have in such 
cases been directed by this Congress. 

A draught of a Letter to Thomas Wicks, Esq., Chairman 
of the Committee of Huntington, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, August 29, 1775. 
Sir : We thought proper to communicate to your Com- 
mittee the intelligence contained in the enclosed letter from 
General Wooster, which we received this, morning. Be 
pleased immediately to call your Committee together, and 
we expect you will use every measure to prevent the Minis- 
terial Troops from obtaining a supply of provisions from the 
places mentioned in General Woosler's letter. Depending 
on your prudence and zeal in the common cause, we are 
your humble servants. By order of Congress. 
To Thomas Wicks, Esq., Chairman of the Committee at 
Huntington. 

P. S. We beg you would immediately communicate this 
intelligence to the Committees of Smifhtown and Brook- 
haven, and also to Mr. Hobart and Mr. Lloyd. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President pro tempore, and transmitted by the re- 
turn of the Express. 

A draught of a Letter to Colonel Jacob Blackwell was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Congress, July 29, 1775. 

Sir : We enclose you a copy of a letter we just now 



received from General Wooster, and teg you would imme- 
diately so dispose of the Militia under your command a3 
to prevent the Ministerial Troops from obtaining a supply 
of provisions from the places mentioned in General Woos- 
ter's letter. We rely on your zeal and utmost exertions to 
defeat the designs of our common enemy, and are your 
humble servants. By order of the Congress. 

To Colonel Jacob Blackwell, at Newtown. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President pro tempore, and sent by return of the 
Messenger. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius, the Commis- 
sary, do immediately purchase all the Sail Cloth in this 
City that comes cheaper than Russia Duck, and that he 
purchase the residue of Russia Duck, to complete the num- 
ber of Tents, That all the Tent and Sail-Makers in this 
City be immediately set to work, to complete the said 
Tents; and that they be forwarded up as fast as they are 
made, by twenty or thirty at a time, until the whole num- 
ber are completed, to the Commissary at Albany, to be for- 
warded, with all possible expedition, to General Schuyler, 
at Ticonderoga. 

A Letter from Abraham Yates, Jun., Esquire, Chairman 
of the Committee at Albany, bearing date the 17th inst., 
was read and filed. 

A Letter from Abraham Yates, Jun., Esquire, Chairman 
of the Committee at Albany, bearing date on the 21st, was 
read and filed. 

A State of the Case of Alexander White, Esquire, was 
read and filed. 

A copy of a Letter from Sir John Johnson to A. White, 
Esquire, dated at Johnson Hall, on Sunday morning, was 
read and filed. 

A copy of a Letter from Sir John Johnson to A. White, 
bearing date on the 25th July last, was read and filed . 

A copy of a Letter from General Schuyler to the Com- 
mittee of Albany, dated the 11th inst., was read and filed. 

The copy of the Examination enclosed in Gen. Schuy- 
ler's Letter was read and filed. 

Resolved and Agreed, nem. con., That Edward Flem- 
ming, Esq., be appointed Deputy Adjutant-General in the 
Continental Army, with the rank of Colonel, and that he 
be directed to join the Forces, under the command of 
Major-General Schuyler, with all possible despatch. 

Whereas the Commander of His Majesty's Ship Asia, 
under pretence of protecting the King's property, did, in 
the dead of the night of the 23d instant, most unwarrant- 
ably fire on the south part of this defenceless City, whereby 
three of His Majesty's subjects were wounded, the property 
of several destroyed, and the lives of many exposed to the 
most imminent danger ; and whereas many of the inhabi- 
tants, under apprehensions that the like hostile conduct may 
be in future pursued by the Commander of the said Ship, 
have been induced to move their wives, children, and pro- 
perty, out of this City; and whereas, from the present tem- 
per of the people, it is apprehended that the peace of this 
City may be interrupted, and the lives and property of 
many be exposed, in case the Officers or Crew, belonging 
to any of His Majesty's Ships, should come with their 
Boats to this City: 

In order, therefore, to preserve the peace, quiet the 
minds of the inhabitants, and prevent the Officers and Men, 
belonging to any of His Majesty's Ships, that now are or 
hereafter may arrive in this Port, from coming to this City, 
under pretence of procuring supplies, this Congress have 
thought proper to permit, and they do hereby permit, agree- 
able to the former directions of this Congress, that Abra- 
ham Lott, Esquire, Contractor for His Majesty's Navy, do 
in future supply His Majesty's Ships, stationed hero, with 
all necessaries, as well fresh as salt, for tliB use of the said 
Ships ; that such supplies be by him sent to the Govern- 
or's Island, that they may be taken from thence on board 
the said Ships. 

And the inhabitants of this City and Colony are hereby 
enjoined from using any attempt to prevent the said sup- 
plies from being furnished by the said Abraham Lott, or 
his Agent, or for obtaining satisfaction for the injury they 
have received, as this Congress, duly impressed with a sense 
thereof, are determined to pursue every prudent and proper 
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measure for preventing the like insults in future, and for 
obtaining satisfaction and redress. 

Ordered, That the above Resolution be published in 
Handbills. 

A Petition of John Candell, praying to be heard, was 
read. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougatt be directed to have 
John Candell brought to the Bar of this House this after- 
noon, and that the Witnesses respecting him do attend at 
the same time. 

Ordered, That Abraham De Peyster, of the City of New- 
York, Merchant, have a permit to load the Sloop Charity 
with two hundred bushels of Corn, four tons of Ship Bread, 
two hogsheads of dried Cod, and ten dozen of Poultry, to 
the Island of Antigua, or some other of the West-India 
Islands, subject to such orders, and on having such affida- 
vits made and filed, as have in such cases been directed by 
this Congress. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Verplanck and Richard Yates be 
a Committee to consider of the applications of the Owners 
of Vessels which are going to sea, and to give them per- 
mits agreeable to the Resolutions and Orders of this Con 
gress. 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenius furnish Arms for the 
Fourth Regiment as fast as may be conveniently done ; and 
that he forward such a number of Arms to Albany, for the 
Fourth Regiment, as Col. Holmes shall advise to be neces- 
sary, as fast as they can be procured. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lasher be requested to furnish 
a Guard of twenty-four men, to proceed from New- York 
to the Highlands, when requested by Messrs. Isaac Sears, 
Samuel Bayard, Wm. Bedlow, John Berrien, and Chris- 
topher Miller, (Commissioners appointed to erect Fortifi- 
cations on the banks of Hudson's River, in the Highlands,) 
or any three or more of them, and to attend upon and be 
subject to the direction of the said Commissioners, who will 
agree to pay the said Guard. 

A draught of a Letter to Jonathan TrumbuU, Jun., Esq., 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 
In Provincial Congress, New. York, August 29, 1775. 

Sir: Several Companies belonging to the Regiments 
raised in this Colony refuse marching until they receive 
their pay; and as General Schuyler is very pressing for 
their joining him with all possible expedition, we are con- 
fident he will readily excuse your dispensing with forms, in 
order to promote the general service. 

We therefore cannot hesitate earnestly to request the 
favour of you to advance Colonel James Holmes six hun- 
dred Pounds, to enable him to pay his men, that they may 
immediately march, according to the pressing requisition of 
General Schuyler. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant. By order. 
To Jonathan Trumbull, Jun., Esquire, Deputy Paymaster- 
General of the Continental Forces. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and delivered to Mr. Trumbull. 

4to ho. P. M., August 29, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President pro tempore. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lispenard, Mr. Van Zandt, and 
Mr. Roosevelt, be a Committee, on behalf of this Congress, 
to contract with some merchant or merchants for fifteen 
tons of Gunpowder ; and if Gunpowder cannot be obtained, 
then to contract for the value of fifteen tons of Gunpowder 
in fourteen hundred stand of good Arms, and in Saltpetre, 
or either of them that can be had or obtained ; and that 
they have leave to contract for the same, to be paid for at 
the rate of one hundred per cent, on the European invoice, 
provided the same arrive here before the first day of March 
next. 

Messrs. Low, Walton, Leffertse, French, Cortelyou, 
Richard Lawrence, R. Yates, and Polhemus, dissent. 

A Letter from Jonathan Trumbull, Jun., Esq., Deputy 
Paymaster-General, assigning his reasons, and excusing him- 
self from advancing any money to pay Troops. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider of 



the Letter of the Committee of BrooJchaven, of the 3d in- 
stant, and of what is proper to be done with persons whose 
conduct is inimical to the interests of this Colony, was read, 
and ordered to be postponed for further consideration. 

Messrs. Thomas Arden and James Arden having filed 
such affidavit, taken by them, with respect to the Sloop 
Liberty and her cargo, as is directed by this Congress to 
be taken by the owners of vessels intended for the West- 
Indies, and having also sent into Congress and filed such 
affidavit of David Bewes, the Master of the said Sloop 
Liberty, as in such cases is directed by this Congress to 
be taken by the Master of every such vessel : 

Ordered, That the Sloop Liberty, with her cargo now 
on board, be permitted to sail. 

Mr. William Malcom having delivered in such affidavit, 
taken by him, with respect to the Sloop Thistle and her 
cargo, as is directed by this Congress to be taken by the 
owners of vessels intended for the West-Indies, and also 
delivered in such affidavit of Roger Haddock, the Master 
of the said Sloop Thistle, as is in such cases directed by this 
Congress to be taken by the Master of every such vessel, 
which affidavits are filed: 

Ordered, That the Sloop Thistle, with her cargo now on 
board, be permitted to sail. 

Messrs. Henry Remsen and John Read, of the City of 
New-York, Merchants, having delivered in such affidavit, 
taken by them, with respect to the Sloop Charlotte and her 
cargo, as is directed by this Congress to be taken by the 
owners of vessels intended for the West-Indies, and also 
delivered in such affidavit of Nathaniel Harriot, the Mas- 
ter of the said Sloop Charlotte, as in such cases is directed 
by this Congress to be taken by the Master of every such 
vessel, which affidavits are filed : 

Ordered, That the Sloop Charlotte, with her cargo now 
on board, be permitted to sail. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., August 30, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No prayers. 
Present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President pro tempore. 
A Letter from Walter Livingston, Esq., Deputy Com- 
missary-General, was read and filed. He assures the Con- 
gress that the Stores he has received have been forwarded 
without delay. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Albany was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 

Wlt • In Provincial Congress, New- York, August 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We received your letters of the 11th and 
17th instant, together with the several enclosed papers. 
As White, the late Sheriff of Tryon County, is detained in 
your) jail by process issued out of court, it is the opinion 
of this Congress that he ought not to be removed before 
he satisfies the demand, or otherwise discharged from actual 
custody upon his giving bail to the suit. When he performs 
either, you will then send him down. 

As you are best acquainted with the circumstances of 
Boon and Clement, we must therefore leave it to your dis- 
cretion either to acquit or detain them. Conner was brought 
down yesterday, and he is secured under guard. 

We approve the lenient measures you pursued with the 
Indians who escorted those prisoners in their escape. Their 
friendship, at this critical conjuncture, is become an object 
of the utmost moment to the Colonies. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants. By 
order of the Congress. 

To Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., Chairman of the Commit- 
tee at Albany. 

Mr. Thomas Smith and Mr. DeLancey dissent from that 
part of the Letter which direcjf Whifa to be sent down to 
New- York when discharged. i 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President pro tempore, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of this Congress, pay unto Col. James Holmes 
the sum of six hundred Pounds, for the use of his Regi- 
ment, and take his receipt for the same. 
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A Certificate of Doctor John Jones and Doctor Bard was 
read and filed. They thereby certify that they have ex- 
amined Mr. Joseph Marvin, respecting his knowledge in 
physick and surgery, and find him well qualified for the 
office of a First Mate to a Provincial Regiment. 

One Mate having heretofore been appointed to each Regi- 
ment, Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Marvin be appointed an 
additional Surgeon's Mate to the First Regiment of Troops 
raised in this Colony. 

The Congress then took into consideration the Report 
of the Committee appointed to report the ways and means 
best adapted to discharge the Debts of this Congress, in the 
present exigencies of this Colony. The same was read, 
and being again read by paragraphs, the first paragraph is 
in trie words following, to wit: 

Your Committee, in obedience to the directions of the 
Congress, do report, that they are of opinion that the 
Moneys requisite to defray the expense incurred by this 
Congress ought to be raised by a tax ; that at least Fifteen 
Thousand Pounds is required for that purpose. 

Which being read, Mr. Gilbert Livingston moved, and 
was seconded, that the following amendment should be 
made, viz : that all that part of the Report which is from 
the wprd Moneys to the word purpose be obliterated, and 
the following words there inserted, viz : " Means requisite 
to defray the expenses incurred by this Congress, and to 
be incurred by the Colony, be supplied by an emission of 
Forty-Five Thousand Pounds, to be sunk in manner follow- 
ing, viz : one third part on the first of March, 1776 ; one 
other third part on the first of March, 1777 ; and the re- 
maining third part on the first of March, 1778." 

And debates arising on the said amendment, and the 
question being put thereon, it was carried in the affirmative 
in the manner following, to wit : 

For the Amendment. Against the Amendment. 

2 Dutchess, 3 Albany, 

2 Suffolk, 2 Ulster, 

2 Tryon, 2 Richmond. 

2 Westchester, — 

2 Cumberland, 7 Queen's and Orange have no votes, 

2 King's. for want of a sufficient number 

— of Members. 

12 New-York equally divided. 

Resolved, therefore, That that part ef the Report which 
is from the word Moneys to the word purpose be obliterated, 
and the following words there inserted, viz : " Means requi- 
site to defray the expenses incurred by this Congress, and 
to be incurred by the Colony, be supplied by an emission 
of Forty-Five Thousand Pounds, to be sunk in the manner 
following, viz : one third part on the first of March, 1776 ; 
one third part on the first of March, 1777 ; and the remain- 
ing third part on the first of March, 1778." 

Dissentients: Messrs. Roosevelt, Verplanck, Walton, 
how, Kissam, Lispenard, Richard Yates, and De Lancey. 

Adjourned to four o'clock, P, M. 

4to ho. P. M., August 30, 1775. 
. The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel WoodhuU, Esq., President pro tern. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Hanson be appointed, and he 
is hereby appointed, one of the Commissioners to erect 
Fortifications on the banks of Hudson's River, in the High- 
lands. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., pay to 
the said Commissioners, or any three or more of them, one 
hundred Pounds, to be expended in the necessary business 
of preparing for and erecting the said Fortifications on the 
banks of Hudson's River, in the Highlands. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius be requested to 
forward to Albany, immediately, a sufficient number of 
Tents for Col. Hinman's Regiment at Ticonderoga. 

A draught of a Letter to Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

la Provincial Congress, New- York, August 30, 1775. 
Sir: Since writing you the 25th instant, we have been 
agreeably surprised to learn from our Commissary that he 
had purchased materials for a much larger number of tents 
than we imagined. We have therefore the pleasure to 
acquaint you that he has our orders to forward, with all 



possible expedition, the number of tents required for Col. 
Hinman's Regiment, so that you need give yourself no 
further trouble to provide materials for that purpose. 

We are, Sir, most respectfully, your humble servants. 
By order of the Congress. 

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour 
of the Colony of Connecticut. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President pro tern., and transmitted. 

Mr. Sears moved, and was seconded, that the Company 
of Artillery, under the command of Captain John Lamb, 
should have the same Pay as the Rhode- Island Company 
of Artillery; and debates arising thereon, and the question 
being put, it was carried in the affirmative, in the manner 
following, to wit : 

For the Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Dutchess, 2 Richmond, 

2 Westchester, 3 Albany, 

2 Cumberland, 2 Ulster. 

4 New. York, (Messrs. Waltan, — 

Thomas Smith, and Kissam, 7 (King's, Queen's, and 
dissent,) Orange Counties could 

2 Suffolk, not vote, for want of 

2 Tryon. a sufficient number of 

— Deputies.) 

14 

Resolved, therefore, That so many of the Artillery 
Company, under the command of Captain John Lamb, as 
are now enlisted, shall have the same Pay as the Rhode- 
Island Company of Artillery, until the time for which they 
were enlisted does expire, in December next, but no longer. 
That the said John Lamb be directed and enjoined, and 
he is hereby enjoined, not to enlist any more men in his 
Company at that rale ; but if he enlist any other man or 
men than those he has already enlisted, that they shall have 
or be entitled to such pay only as is agreeable to the arrange- 
ment of pay established by the Continental Congress. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the residue of the 
Report of the Committee of Ways and Means to discharge 
the Debts of this Congress, in the present exigencies of 
this Colony; after some time spent therein, 

Ordered, That the residue of the said Report be re- 
committed; and that Mr. Scott, Colonel Hoffman, Mr. Gil- 
bert Livingston, and Mr. Tredwell, be a Committee for 
that purpose ; and that they report thereon with all con- 
venient speed. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., August 31, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel WoodhuU, Esq., President pro tempore. 

A Letter from Benjamin Franklin, of the 26th August, 
was read and filed. He thereby informs, that the Com- 
mittee at Philadelphia have, at the request of this Con- 
gress, sent them a ton of Powder, which is forwarded. 

A Letter from Benjamin Franklin, Esq., dated at Perth- 
Amboy, 29th instant, was read and filed. He thereby in- 
forms, that having information at Brunswick that Powder 
had arrived and passed through that place for this Colony, 
he had countermanded the Powder, and sent it back. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall have leave to agree 
with Thomas Oakes, Jun., a Tinman, on the best terms he 
can, to proceed to Ticonderoga, to be employed tliere in 
the Army under the command of General Schuyler; and 
that Colonel McDougall also have leave to purchase such 
Tin and other materials as he shall think necessary to send, 
and forward the same to Ticonderoga. 

Ordered, That Captain Patrick Sinclair be at liberty 
to go to Lloyd's Neck, in Queen's County, on Nassau- 
Island, at his pleasure, in addition to his former limits'in 
Suffolk County, on his former promise parole on his hon- 
our pledged and given to this Congress. 

Messrs. Leonard Lispenard, Isaac Roosevelt, and Ja- 
cobus Van Zandt, brought into Congress a contract by them 
made, on behalf of this Congress, with Joseph Hallett, 
Jun.., for the importing of fifteen tons of Gunpowder, and 
fourteen hundred stand of Arms, and for any quantity of 
Saltpetre which he may import in lieu of the said Gun- 
powder. 
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The said Contract was read and approved of, and order- 
ed to be filed. 

The Examination of Jacobus Stoutenburgh, Jun., a Mes- 
senger from Dutchess County, with relation to Pete?- Dop 
and his Sloop, was taken and filed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lasher he directed to furnish 
a sufficient detachment of his Battalion to take and seize 
the Sloop, and people on board, which is charged with 
having supplied necessaries for the use of the Army and 
Navy, and now lying at anchor near the Ship of War. 

Ordered, further, That Colonel Lasher use his discre- 
tion with respect to the mode, time, and place of seizing 
the said Sloop ; and that the said Sloop, when seized, be 
taken to some secure place up the River, and stripped of 
her sails, rudder, &c, and that such persons as shall be found 
on board be immediately brought to this Congress by land. 

The Congress then proceeded to consider of the Report 
of the Committee appointed to consider of the Letter from 
the Committee of Brookhaven, of the 3d instant, and of 
what is proper to be done with persons whose conduct is 
inimical to the interests of this Colony; and after having 
proceeded to hear and amend the preamble, and the first 
paragraph, which was changed into two paragraphs, and 
after some time spent therein, it is deferred for further con- 
sideration. 

John CandeU was brought to the bar of the Congress, 
from the guard room at the Upper Barracks. 

The following persons were examined as witnesses 
against the said John CandeU, in his presence, to wit: 
John Johnson, James Moore, David Dixon, Cornelius J. 
Bogert, Allen Rodgers, Uzal Meeker. 

The Examinations of those persons were filed, and John 
CandeU ordered to be confined until the House meet this 
afternoon. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock, this afternoon. 



Die Jovis, 4to ho. P. M., August 31, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment : Present : 
Nathaniel Woodhnll, Esq., President pro tempore. 

A Letter from Abraham Lott, Esq., Agent Victualler 
for His Majesty's Ships in this Port, was read and filed ; 
also, an account of Provisions supplied the Ship Asia with, 
between the 27th of July and the 2d of August ; also, an 
account of Provisions required for the use of the said Ship. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the testi- 
mony of the witnesses against John CandeU; 

And thereupon, Ordered, That the said John CandeU 
be taken back to the Barracks, and there kept under guard 
until the further order of this Congress. 

Messrs. Walton, French, Cortelyou, and Lawrence, dis- 
senting. 

Ordered, That Abraham Lott, Esq., Agent for victual- 
ling His Majesty's Ships, be requested to attend this Con- 
gress to-morrow morning, and also to furnish this Congress 
with an estimate of the quantity of Provisions the Ship Asia 
will require per week, and the number of men on board. 

Ordered, That Captain Patrick Dennis and Mr. An- 
thony Griffiths be requested to go to the house of Linton, 
the Innkeeper, at the sign of the Blue Bell, in this City, 
to search for the Baggage of Alexander Bell ; and that, at 
their discretion, they search the house of the said Linton; 
that they retain such Papers as they shall find, and think 
necessary; and that they report to this Congress to-morrow 
morning. 

Linus King, Thomas Marston, and Hamilton Young, 
filed Affidavits with respect to the Brig Polly, bound to 
the West-Indies, and also a list of her cargo, as is directed. 
Also, an Affidavit of Bernard McDavit, the Master of said 
Brig Polly, as is directed by this Congress to be taken by 
the Master. 

Ordered, That the Brig Polly, with her cargo now on 
board, be permitted to sail. 

Archibald Mercer filed a like Affidavit, as Owner of the 
Sloop Greyhound, bound to Curapoa, with a list of her 
cargo. Also, the Affidavit of William Montanye, Master 
of said Sloop Greyhound, as directed and required by this 
Congress. 



Ordered, That the said Sloop Greyhound, with her 
cargo now on board, be permitted to sail. 

Samuel Burling filed an Affirmation respecting the Sloop 
Joseph, bound to Providence, in Rhode-Island, with Flour. 
Also, an Affidavit of Benjamin Lindsay, Master of the said 
Sloop Joseph, as required and directed by this Congress. 

Ordered, That the said Sloop Joseph, wih her cargo 
now on board, be permitted to sail, &c. 

John Murray filed such Affidavit, as Owner of the Ship 
Peggy, bound to Falmouth, and laden with Wheat, as is 
required to be taken by an Owner. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., September 1, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No pray- 
ers. Present : 

Nathaniel Wood-hull, Esq., President pro tempore. 

Ordered, That Gabriel W. Ludlow be requested and 
empowered to deal out the Powder lately received in this 
City, according to the directions of this Congress or the 
Committee of Safety, and to keep accounts of the distri- 
bution thereof. 

An Estimate or Account from Abraham Lott, Esq., 
Agent Victualler for His Majesty's Ships in this Port, was 
read ; and Mr. Lott, being so indisposed as to be confined 
to his house, by one of the Secretaries requested a confer- 
ence with some Member or Members of this Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Clarkson, Mr. Walton, and Mr. 
Sears, be a Committee to confer with Abraham Lott, Esq., 
and also to report to this Congress on the Letter of Mr. 
Lott, requesting to permit the Ship Ada's Boats to get 
Beer and Water at Brooklyn, and also on the quantities of 
Provisions proper to be supplied to said Ship. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougaU have one hundred 
weight of Gunpowder, for the use of the Troops under his 
command ; and that Mr. Gabriel W. Ludlow be requested 
to let the same be delivered to him. 

Ordered, That Alexander Bell and his Examination, 
a,pd the Notes or Memorandums found on Bell, be delivered 
over to the City Committee; and that the Chairman or 
Deputy Chairman of the Committee be informed that the 
said Alexander Bell is confined in the Barracks. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Abraham Lott, 
Esq., agent for victualling His Majesty's Ships, reported 
that they had conferred with him, and are of opinion, that 
the best method of supplying the said Ship with Beer and 
Water is to let her be supplied from Brooklyn Ferry with 
Beer and Water, as usual ; and that she be supplied with 
Provisions weekly, agreeable to the Order of this Congress. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Ship have leave to 
be supplied with Beer and Water from Brooklyn Ferry, 
as usual; and that they be supplied with Provisions weekly, 
agreeable to the former Resolutions of this House. 

Whereas General Schuyler, by his Letter to this Con- 
gress of the 23d ultimo, has declined to nominate any 
Field-Officer or Officers to the Regiment of Green Moun- 
tain Boys ; the Congress took into consideration the ap- 
pointment of such Field-Officers. 

Debates arising thereon, the question was put, whether 
the Congress will now proceed to nominate the Field-Offi- 
cers for the Regiment of Green Mountain Boys, or defer 
that nomination until the men are raised, or further informa- 
tion obtained ? and it was carried in the affirmative, that 
Congress will now proceed to nominate the said Officers, 
in manner following : 



For the Affirmative. 
2 Suffolk, 
2 Dutchess, 

2 Cumberland, 

3 Albany, 
2 Tiyon, 

2 Westchester, 
2 Orange. 

15 



For the Negative. 
2 Richmond, 
2 Ulster, 
2 King's. 



New-York and Queen's County 
_ have not votes, for want of 
a sufficient number of Mem- 
bers present. 



Resolved, therefore, That the Congress will now pro- 
ceed to nominate and appoint Field-Officers for the said 
Regiment of Green Mountain Boys. 

Dissentients: Mr. Richard Yates, Mr. Walton, Mr. Kis- 
sam, Mr. Low, and Mr. Verplanck. 

And Resolved, That Seth Warner be appointed Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel of the said Regiment of Green Mountain 
Boys. 

Dissentients: Mr. Walton, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Kissam, 
Mr. Low, and Mr. Verphnck. 

And jResohedjThat Samuel Safford be appointed Major 
of the said Regiment. 

Dissentients: Mr. Walton, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Kissam, 
and Mr. Low. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, pay to Peter T. Cur- 
tenius the further sum of five thousand Pounds, to be 
applied towards discharging the debts contracted by pur- 
chasing Provisions, Military Stores, and other necessaries, 
in obedience to the Orders of this Congress ; and that Mr. 
Livingston take Mr. Curtenius's receipt for the same, on 
account. 

Ordered, That John Berrien be Commissary for the 
Agents for building the Fortifications in the Highlands, and 
such persons as they shall employ. 

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

4to ho. P. M., September 1, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President pro tempore. 

A Letter from Colonel Goose Van Schaick, dated the 
29th August, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Henry Livingston, Jun., Major of the 
Third Regiment, was read and filed. 

It being represented to this Congress that Barnabas 
Tuthill, Major of the Fourth Regiment of Troops now 
raised in this Colony, and Job Mulford, Adjutant of the 
said Regiment, are both in this City, and unable to pro- 
ceed to Ticonderoga, for want of Money to defray their 
expenses : 

Resolved and Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Liv- 
ingston, Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, pay to Major 
Barnabas Tuthill twenty-six Pounds, thirteen Shillings, 
and four Pence, for his Pay for two months, to enable him 
to proceed to Ticonderoga, to join the Army under the 
command of General Schuyler; and that the said Peter 
Van Brugh Livingston pay to the said Major Barnabas 
Tuthill the further sum of fourteen Pounds, thirteen Shil- 
lings, and four Pence, on account, as two months' Pay for 
Job Mulford, the Adjutant of the said Fourth Regiment, 
to enable him to join the Army at Ticonderoga ; and that 
Mr. Livingston take Major Tuthill' s receipt for those two 
sums, amounting, together, to the sum of forty-one Pounds, 
six Shillings, and eight Pence, on account of Pay. 

And Ordered, That Major Barnabas Tuthill do, with- 
out delay, give information, in writing, of the Money by 
him received by virtue of this Order, both to Col. James 
Holmes, of the Fourth Regiment, and to Jonathan Trum- 
bull, Jun.. Esq., Deputy Paymaster-General. 

Resolved, That no person other than the Deputy Post- 
master appointed by the Continental Congress, or the 
Deputies that shall be appointed by them or the Postmas- 
ter General, shall demand any Postage for or receive any 
Letters in this Colony, with intent to receive pay for 
the same, such Letters which shall or may arrive by the 
Packet from Great Britain excepted. And the several 
Committees of this Colony are hereby directed to cause 
this Resolution to be faithfully observed. 

Mr. Walton and Mr. Kissam dissent. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolution be published. 

A draught of a Letter to Major-General Schuyler was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 

W • In Provincial Congress, New-York, September 1, 1775. 

Sir : We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letters of the 19th, 20th, and 23d ultimo, and are 
to observe, in answer to them, that the difficulty of pro- 
curing arms obliged us to adopt the mode we have done, 
as the best and only expedient for an immediate supply. 
Nor have we been inattentive to what you recommend, 
having taken every means in our power to encourage the 
manufacturing of arms in this. Colony; and vae shall not 
fail, in future, to attend duly to an object of so much im- 
portance. We are to inform you, that from the peculiar situ- 
ation Mr. Duer is in, respecting some of his private affairs, 



(which were communicated to a secret Committee,) the 
Congress thought it rather proper that he should decline 
the appointment, and have appointed Colonel Flemming 
in his stead, who we hope will be acceptable to you, and 
who will proceed to join you as soon as possible. 

Enclosed is a copy of our military arrangement, which 
you request. As to what you mention with respect to 
Ticonderoga being the place to be kept, we know not what 
directions to give you on that head, and must therefore 
leave you upon the general orders you have from the Con- 
tinental Congress and the exigency of the case to deter- 
mine what is proper as to that matter. 

We are happy to find, from your intelligence, that af- 
fairs in Canada wear so favourable an aspect ; and in fur- 
ther confirmation of it, we enclose the copy of an examina- 
tion of a person lately returned from Quebeck, as we think 
it of importance to apprize you of this information. 

A sufficient quantity of cartridge paper has been for- 
warded. The order for artillery stores, Mr. Curtenius 
says, was so general that he did not know what particulars 
nor of what sizes to send, but supposes that Mr. Rensse- 
laer procured what was necessary. We are endeavouring 
to procure blankets for the Troops, that article being diffi- 
cult to be got. As to the Green Mountain Boys, we see 
no method for our supplying them with arms or blankets. 
We have ordered two hundred and fifty coats, and would 
be glad to know what progress the Green Mountain Boys 
have made in their enlistment. 

Since you decline appointing the Field-Officers, the Con- 
gress have taken it upon themselves, and determined upon 
the best information they can get. 

When we first wrote you concerning the hospital, Mr. 
Lewis had not informed us of the determination of the 
Continental Congress. We therefore thought that matter 
to be without our department, and declined giving any di- 
rections about it. And although, in a subsequent letter to 
you, we expressed our approbation of the measure, yet we 
submitted the expediency of it entirely to your own discre- 
tion and judgment. 

As to the artillery department, we are obliged to rely on 
Captain Lamb, not being able to procure any person who 
we think better qualified ; he will march with his Company 
in a day or two. 

We have been a good deal embarrassed with the Troops, 
they having refused to march without their pay. We ap- 
plied to Mr. Trumbull, the Paymaster, to advance a suffi- 
cient sum for the purpose, but he thought he could not do 
it, consistent with the orders he had from you. The 
money we have been and shall be obliged to advance, for 
the pay and subsistence of the Troops, we think will 
amount to ten thousand Pounds. We must beg, Sir, that 
you will give us an order on the Continental Congress for 
that sum, to reimburse us, which we will duly account for 
to you or the Paymaster, as you shall direct. The follow- 
ing articles were sent to you about the latter end of July: 
Three quarter-casks of Madeira wine, one hogshead of 
claret, four barrels of oatmeal, three kegs of raisins, and 
twelve kegs of barley. Four barrels of vinegar were sent 
a few days ago. We fear they have been delayed on the 
way. Some bullet moulds will be sent you by Captain 
Goforth. They would have been sent sooner, had not the 
Commissary been obliged to get them made here. The 
rest will be forwarded as soon as they are finished. We 
have lost no time in getting tents made of all the materials 
that could be procured for that purpose. We have for- 
warded such as are done, and will send the others as soon 
as complete. There will be tents enough for our four Re- 
giments and Colonel Hinman's, but we have not yet mate- 
rials for tents for the Green Mountain Boys, but think we 
shall soon be able to supply them. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vants. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President pro tempore, and transmitted by the Mes- 
senger from Albany. 

A draught of a Letter to Colonel Goose Van Schaick, of 
the Third Regiment, was read and approved, and is m 
the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, September 1, 1775. 

Sir : We received your letter by express, dated the 
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29th ultimo. We have given the necessary orders in this 
City to collect all the arms that can be got ; but we are 
sorry to inform you that there is no probability of receiv- 
ing a supply sufficient to answer immediately the demand 
of the Companies of the Third and Fourth Regiments, 
now at Albany. No othei expedient, therefore, remains 
to obtain a sufficient quantity, than by endeavouring to 
purchase or hire them. 

Mr. Curtenius informs us that all the necessaries for 
those Companies are sent, or will be sent by the first 
opportunity. He will also forward to-morrow, by Captain 
Cooper, for Albany, most of the other necessary accoutre- 
ments for Colonel Holmes's Companies, now with you, 
arms excepted. 

Your letter directed to Mr. Trumbull, we have deliver- 
ed to him, and you will receive his answer by this oppor- 
tunity. If General Schuyler has left no directions to Mr. 
Trumbull to pay the men at Albany, it may be necessary 
for you to send an express to Ticonderoga, in order to 
procure such an order by the time he comes up, as it is 
probable he will not conceive himself authorized to pay 
them without such an order. 

To Colonel Goose. Van Schaick, at Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President pro tempore, and transmitted by the 
Messenger from Albany. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
Report of the Committee appointed to report on the Letter 
of the 3d instant, from the Committee of Brookhaven, 
and what is proper to be done with persons whose conduct 
is inimical to this Country ; which Report, being corrected 
and amended, was adopted, as follows, to wit : 

Whereas attempts have been made to promote discord 
among the inhabitants of this Colony, and to assist and aid 
the Ministerial Army and Navy in their endeavours to 
carry into execution the cruel and oppressive acts of Par- 
liament against the rights and liberties of the inhabitants 
of this Continent; and as the immutable laws of self- 
defence and preservation justify every reasonable measure 
entered into to counteract or frustrate such attempts : 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That if any person or persons shall be found 
guilty, before the . Committee of any City or County, of 
attempting (after the date of this Resolution) to furnish 
the Ministerial Army or Navy with Provisions or other 
necessaries, contrary to the Resolutions of the Continental 
or of this Congress, or of holding a correspondence, by let- 
ter or otherwise, for the purpose of giving information to 
the said Army or Navy of the measures pursued by the 
United Colonies, or any of them, or of advising expedients 
which the said Army or Navy might or ought to pursue 
against the said Colonies, or any of them, such person or per- 
sons so found guilty, shall be punished at the discretion of the 
Committee before whom he or they shall be so found guilty, 
or at the discretion of the Congress or Committee of Safety 
of this Colony, so as the punishment by them, at their dis- 
cretion inflicted, shall not exceed three months' imprison- 
ment, or other the punishments hereinafter mentioned, for 
the first offence. 

Resolved, That if any person or persons shall be found 
guilty, before the Committee of any City or County in this 
Colony, of having furnished the Ministerial Army or Navy 
(after the date of this Resolution) with Provisions or other 
necessaries, contrary to any Resolution of the Continental 
or of this Congress, such person or persons, so found guilty 
thereof, upon due proof thereof, shall be disarmed, and 
forfeit double the value of the Provisions or other necessa- 
ries so furnished ; to be applied to the publick exigencies 
of this Colony, in such manner as the Congress or Com- 
mittee of Safety of this Colony for the time being shall 
order and direct. And that such person or persons, so 
found guilty, shall be put into and detained in close confine- 
ment, at his or their own expense and charge, until three 
months after he or they, respectively, shall have paid such 
forfeiture. And that every such person or persons, who 
shall be found guilty of a second offence of the same kind, 
shall be banished from this Colony for the term of seven 
years from the time of such second conviction. 

Although this Congress have a tender regard to the free- 
dom of speech, the rights of conscience, and personal 



liberty, as far as an indulgence in these particulars may 
be consistent with our general security, yet, for the publick 
safety, be it 

Resolved, That if any person or persons shall hereafter 
oppose or deny the authority of the Continental or of this 
Congress, or the Committee of Safety, or the Committees 
of the respective Counties, Cities, Towns, Manors, Pre- 
cincts, or Districts, in this Colony, or dissuade any person 
or persons from obeying the recommendations of the Con- 
tinental or this Congress, or the Committee of Safety, or 
the Committees aforesaid, and be thereof convicted, before 
the Committee of the County, or any thirteen or more of 
their number, who shall or may meet upon a general call 
of the Chairman of such Committee, where such person 
or persons may reside, that such Committee shall cause 
such offenders to be disarmed ; and for the second offence 
they shall be committed to close confinement, at their 
respective expense. And in case any of the said Com- 
mittees are unable to carry this or any resolution into 
execution, they are hereby directed to apply to the next 
County Committee, or Commanding Officer of the Militia, 
or to the Congress or the Committee of Safety of this Colony, 
for necessary assistance, as the case may require. But if 
it shall so happen that any violators of this Resolution 
shall reside in a County where there is no Committee of 
the County, in that case the matter shall be triable before 
the Committee of the next County : Provided, That no 
person shall be tried before the General Committee of the 
City and County of New- York, upon the Resolutions herein 
contained, unless the stated quorum be present ; and in the 
City and County of Albany, unless there are present 
twenty-five members. 

Resolved, further, That the respective Committees and 
the Militia of the several Counties, by order of the re- 
spective Committees or of the Commissioned Officer of the 
Militia then nearest, are hereby expressly enjoined to 
apprehend every inhabitant or resident of this Colony, who 
now is or shall hereafter be discovered to be enlisted or 
in arms against the liberties of America, and to confine 
such offender or offenders in safe custody ; and his or 
their punishment is reserved to the determination of this 
or some future Provincial Congress. And the Committee 
nearest to any person who shall be so enlisted, or have 
taken up arms against the liberties of America, are hereby 
directed to appoint some discreet person to take the charge 
of the estate, both real and personal, of any such person 
or persons ; which person, so appointed, shall be invested 
with such estate, and render, on oath, a just and true account 
thereof to this or some future Congress, or to Commis- 
sioners by them to be appointed, and pay the issues and 
profits thereof to the Treasurer appointed by this Congress, 
for the use of the associated Colonies. 

Resolved, That if any person be taken up on suspicion 
of any of the crimes in the above Resolutions specified, he 
shall immediately be taken before the Committee of the 
City, Town, Manor, Precinct, or District, where the offend- 
er shall have been taken up ; and if upon examination the 
suspicion shall appear to the said Committee to be ground- 
less, that he be discharged : Provided, also, That no per- 
son charged to be an offender shall be tried upon any of 
the foregoing Resolves, until the persons to be judges of 
the offence be first severally sworn to try and adjudge the 
person so charged, without partiality, favour or affection, 
or hope of reward, according to evidence, and that every 
witness who shall be examined on such trial, shall have 
the charge distinctly and clearly stated to him, and be 
thereupon sworn to speak the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. 

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., September 2, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. No 
prayers. Present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President pro tempore. 

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Verplanck advance to John, 
Mason, a soldier taken prisoner at Ticonderoga, and now 
on his way to Philadelphia with his wife and two children,' 
the sum of twenty-four Shillings, and bring in an account 
to the Treasurer of this Congress for payment of the same : 
the said John Mason and his family having permission to 
proceed to Philadelphia, from Ezekiel Williams, Samuel 
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Wcdsworlh, and Epaphras Bull, the Committee at Hart- 
ford, as appears by their Certificate, now produced, and 
dated the 24th ult. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 
as Treasurer of this Colony, pay to Colonel Alexander Mc- 
Dougall the sum of Five Hundred Pounds, to be by him 
applied towards paying the First Regiment ; and that Mr. 
Livingston take Colonel McDougall's receipt for the 
same, on account of the pay of the First Regiment. 

A Letter from David Burger, in Partition Street, New- 
York, of the 1st instant, complaining of sundry persons in 
Richmond County who have supplied a Transport, now 
here, with live stock : 

Ordered, That the Letter be delivered to the Richmond 
County Members, to make inquiry on that subject. 

Ordered, That Joseph Robinson, of Jamaica, on Nas- 
sau-Island, have leave to receive one hundred weight of 
Gunpowder, on paying the cash for the same, to Gabriel 
W. Ludlow or his order, and the said Gabriel W. Lud- 
low is hereby requested to deliver the same accordingly. 

Mr. Gilbert Livingston, from the Committee appointed 
on Wednesday last to reconsider and report on the residue 
of the Report of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
delivered in the said Report, with their amendments, which 
was read ; and the same being again read by paragraphs, 
the Preamble was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

Whereas a heavy expense has accrued on the credit 
of this Colony, and the same is likely to increase in our 
important struggle for the defence of our rights and privi- 
leges against tyranny and oppression ; and as a large sum 
of Money is immediately wanted to answer the above im- 
portant purposes — 

The first paragraph, which was agreed to on Wednesday, 
the 30th ult., was again read, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

Resolved, first, That the means requisite to defray the 
expenses incurred by this Congress, and to be incurred by 
the Colony, be supplied by an emission of One Hundred 
and Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars, (amounting 
to the sum of Forty-Five Thousand Pounds, New-York 
currency) to be sunk in the manner following, viz : Fifty- 
Six Thousand two Hundred and Fifty Dollars, or one-half, 
the 1st day of March, 1776, and the remaining half part, 
the 1st day of March, 1777. 

The same being read and approved of, 
Resolved, That the Congress does agree with their 
Committee in their said Resolution. 

The second paragraph being then read and amended, is 
in the words following, to wit : 

Resolved, secondly, That Bills of Credit, to the amount 
of One Hundred and Twelve Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars, be immediately printed, as follows, viz : 

Five thousand Bills of Ten Dollars each, is $50,000 
Five thousand Bills of Five Dollars each, is 25,000 
Five thousand Bills of Three Dollars each, is 15,000 
Five thousand Bills of Two Dollars each, is 10,000 
Ten thousand Bills of One Dollar each, is 10,000 
Five thousand Bills of One-half Dollar each, is 2,500 



$112,500 

Upon the face of each of which Bills shall be impressed 
the Arms of the City of New- York, together with such 
other devices as the Committee appointed for that purpose 
shall direct ; and the said Bills shall be in form following : 

" This Bill shall pass current in all payments in this Co- 
lony for . . . Spanish milled Dollars, or the value thereof 
in gold or silver, according to the Resolution of the Pro- 
vincial Congress of New- York, the second day of Sep- 
tember, 1775." 

Which Bills shall be numbered by Theodorus Van 
Wyck, Robert Ray, Evert Bancker, John Broome, Elea- 
zer Miller, William Denning, John Sebring, John Reade, 
Jeremiah Brewer, Thomas Tucker, Abraham Brinck- 
er/wff, Garrit Abeel, Anthony L. Bleecker, Abraham 
Livingston, and William Mercey, and signed by any three 
of them : the said Signers, respectively, to deliver said 
Bills to the Treasurer appointed by this Congress, as soon 
as finished. 



Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee in said Resolution. 

The third paragraph being then read, is in the words 
following, to wit : 

Resolved, thirdly, That the said Signers, or any three of 
them, are hereby directed and required, upon the delivery 
of the said Bills to them by the Printer of the same, to 
cause to be administered to him, by a Magistrate, the fol- 
lowing Oath, viz : " I, A B, do declare that from the 
time that the letters were set and fit to be put in the 
press for printing the Bills of Credit, now by me delivered 
to you, until the Bills were printed, and the letters after- 
wards distributed into the boxes, I went at no time out of 
the room in which the said letters were, without locking 
thein up, so that they could not be come at without vio- 
lence, or a false key, or other art unknown to me ; and, 
therefore, to the best of my knowledge, no copies were 
printed off, but in my presence ; and that all the blotters 
and other papers whatsoever impressed by the said let- 
ters, whilst set for printing the said Bills, to the best of 
my knowledge, are here delivered to you, together with the 
stamps ; and in all things relating to this affair 1 have 
demeaned myself honestly and faithfully, according to the 
best of my knowledge and understanding ; so help me 
God." 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their 
Committee in the said Resolution. 

The fourth paragraph being then read, is in the words 
following, to wit : 

Resolved, fourthly, That if any more of the said Bills 
are printed than is hereby directed, when the abovemen- 
tioned Signers, or any three of them, have signed the num- 
ber hereby directed to be issued, they shall immediately 
burn and destroy all the remainder. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their 
Committee in the said fourth paragraph. 

The fifth paragraph being then read, is in the words 
following, to wit : 

Resolved, fifthly, That or such other person 

as the major part of said Signers of the said Bills of Cre- 
dit shall agree with, shall engrave so many Stamps for the 
said Bills, with such devices, and so many Stamps for the 
Arms of the City of New-York, as the majority of the 
said signers shall direct: which engraver shall take the fol- 
lowing Oath, to wit : "I, A B, do declare, that I have 
not engraved more plates than I deliver to the Treasurer, 
as directed by the Provincial Congress of New-York, of 
the like kind, or in imitation of the same ; neither have 1 
kept copies and draughts of the said plates ; neither will I 
engrave more of the like kind, without the orders of this 
or some future Congress or House of Assembly." And 
shall deliver them to the Treasurer of this Congress, who 
shall, in the presence" "of the majority of the said Signers, 
deliver them unto John Holt, Printer, or such other Prin- 
ter as shall be directed by this Congress or the Committee 
of Safety, and take his receipt for the same. And when 
the said John Holt, or such other Printer as shall be em- 
ployed, has finished and completed the printing the quan- 
tity and sorts of Bills hereby directed to be struck and 
issued, he shall redeliver the said Stamps to the said Sign- 
ers and Treasurer, who are hereby directed and required 
to seal them up with their several seals, and they are so to 
remain with the said Treasurer, until further order of this 
or some future Provincial Congress ; the receipt of the said 
Treasurer to the said John Holt, or such other Printer, 
shall be a sufficient voucher for such redelivery. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their said 
Committee in the said fifth Resolution. 

The sixth paragraph being then read, is in the words 
following, to wit : 

Resolved, sixthly, That before the said Signers do receive 
any of the said Bills, they shall each of them lake an Oath 
or Affirmation, before a proper Magistrate, well and truly 
to perform what is hereby required as their duty, and that 
they will knowingly sign no more of the said Bills of Cre- 
dit than is above directed. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee in the said sixth Resolution. 

The seventh paragraph being then read, is in the 
words following, to wit : 
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Resolved, seventhly, That the said Treasurer shall pay, 
Out of the said Bills of Credit, all such sums of money as 
shall be ordered by this Congress, and all such accounts as 
shall have been audited and approved by the Committee 
for that purpose by the same Congress appointed or to be 
appointed. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee in the said seventh Resolution. 

The eighth paragraph being then read, is in the words 
following, to wit : 

Resolved, eighthly, That the said sums of Fifty -SixThou- 
sand Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars, hereby directed to be 
sunk on the days and times beforementioned, shall be raised, 
levied, and paid, by the Freeholders, Inhabitants, and resi- 
dents, in the several and respective Cities and Counties 
within this Colony, at or within the two several periods 
beforementioned, according to the quotas and proportions 
following, that is to say — 

The City and County of New-York, — ; the City and 
County of Albany, — ; King's County, — ; Queen's Coun- 
ty, — ; Suffolk County, — ; Richmond County, — ; West- 
chester County , — ; Ulster County, — ; Dutchess Coun- 
ty, — ; Orange County, — ; Try on County, — ; Cum- 
berland County, — ; Gloucester County, — ; Charlotte 
County, — . 

The quotas referred till the Congress meet after the 
adjournment. 

Resolved, That this Congress agrees with their Com- 
mittee in the said eighth Resolution. 

And Agreed and Ordered, That that part of the eighth 
ResolutioiL which_ respects the quotas of the respective 
Counties shall remain to be determined when this Con- 
gress meets'again. 

The ninth paragraph being read, is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

Resolved, ninthly, That the Committees of the several 
Cities, Towns, Manors, Precincts, and Districts, do respect- 
ively appoint two or more Assessors, and one or more 
Collectors. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee in the said ninth Resolution. 

The tenth paragraph being then read, is in the words 
following, to wit: 

Resolved, tenthly, That the County Committees be con- 
sidered as Supervisors, according to the police of the City, 
County, Town, District, or Precinct, in which they have 
been chosen ; and that they, with the Assessors, under oath, 
and Collectors, do proceed to assess, raise, and collect, their 
respective quotas, in the method which in each respective. 
Comity has heretofore been practised. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their Cc-rn- 
mitree in the said tenth Resolution. 

The e leventh paragraph being then read, js in the words 
following, to wit: 

Resolved, eleventhly, That if any person or ^leTsons, so 
rated as af oresai d, shall refuse, delay, or neglect, to pay the 
saitDafe, that the said Collectors be authorized to collect 
andjevy the same, by distress, upon the goods and chattels 

of thejlefaulters, as heretofore practised. 

Jlwlvell/That this Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee In the said eleventh Resolution^ 

Tiientwel(th~paragt'aph of the said Report being then 

read, is in the words^ following, to wit: 

Resolved, twelfthly, That the respective GeneraL Coun- 
ty Commltteesjojppoint a County Treasurer, into whose 
handsThe respective Collectors^ be enjoined and required 
to pay theJVIoney collected irr each County, by a certain 
dayrpric^ding the first day of JWarcithen next en-uing, 
whiclTsaTd (bounty Treasurer shall forthwith transmit the 
Money by him received to the Colony Treasurer, appointed 
for tlaLpurpose by this Congress. That the several Cqim-. 
ty Committees shall regulate the fees of the respective 
County Tt^a^rer^andjheir_Co] lectors. The Treasurers' 
fees iSotlo exceecTthree Pence, and the Collector^ noljLa. 
exceecLsix Pence on the Pound, for the ffispeettve SCIJhs 
by each of them L received, paid, and coITect^^ l^jykJ5l2& 
be added tojhejuotas of the respective ^llU)SHj™niii!s: 
ii^oZi^/rjiatjhi^Congress does awee : wlfl nTieir C om- 
mittee in the said twelfth ^^^Wj^^^^-Mll'MK^Il^ ~- 



The thirteenth paragraph being then read, is in the 
words following, to wit : 

Resolved, thirteenthly, That the Moneys to be paid into 
the hands of the Treasurer, by virtue of the above Reso- 
lutions, shall be by him applied to sinking the Moneys 
abovementioned, at the times hereinabove particularly 
specified. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee in the said thirteenth Resolution. 

The fourteenth paragraph being then read, is in the 
words following, to wit: 

Resolved, fourteenthly , That in such Counties where 
Committees have not already, or shall not be appointed by 
the first day of November next, for the purpose of choosing 
persons they can confide in for apportioning the quotas and 
rates, and choosing or appointing Collectors, this Con- 
gress will take proper measures for rating and collecting 
such taxes. And, also, if there be any District or Dis- 
tricts in any County that have not chosen Committees, 
where notwithstanding the majority of the Districts have 
chosen Committees, in such case the County Committee 
are to proceed, in regard to such delinquent District or Dis* 
tricts, in like manner as if said District or Districts, were 
actually represented in said County Committee. The 
Assessors of the remaining Districts to assess the inhabi- 
tants of such delinquent District or Districts according to 
the best of their skill and understanding. The County 
Committees in such case to choose a Collector for such 
Precinct or Precincts, who is hereby fully empowered to 
execute his office as effectually as any other Collector 
hereinbefore directed to be chosen. 

Which is humbly submitted : „ r 

J Gilbert Livingston, 

Chairman of the Committee. 
Resolved, That this. Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee in their said fourteenth Resolution. 

4to ho. P. M., September 2, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present; 
Nathaniel WoodhuTl, Esq., President, pro tern. 

Resolved and Ordered, That Peter V. R. Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, do pay to Colonel 
Alexander McDougall one thousand and six Pounds, 
eleven Shillings, and a Penny, to repay the like sum by 
him borrowed of Mr. John Broome, to advance to the First 
Regiment as part of their pay ; and that Mr. Livingston 
take Colonel McDougalVs receipt for the same. 

And Resolved, That the Thanks of this Congress are 
due to and hereby given to Mr. Johnjiroome, for his zeal 
in the common cause, evinced by lending, without interest, 
a large sum of Money for the publick service. 

And Ordered, That one of the Secretaries deliver a 
copy of this Resolution to Mr. Broome. 

~~"A. M., Saturday, September 2, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

New-York: Messrs. Lispenard, Roosevelt, Beelcman, 
Verplanck, Sears, McDougall, Yates, Kissam,* Brasher, 
Low,Clarkwn,* Van Zandt. _ ^_ =~- 

Albany : Messrs. Yates, Cuyler, Ten Broeck, Rensselaer. 

Dutchess : Messrs. Livingston, Smith, Sackett, Hoffman. 

Ulsteb : Mess^s^Dumond, Hornbeck. 

Orange : Messrs. Rye, Tusteen, Allison, Herring. 

Suffolk: Messrs, Woodhull, TredweU, Wickham. 

Richmond .\ Messrs. Cortelyou, Conner, Laivrence. 

Westchester: Messrs. Morris, present in the afternoon ; 
Lewis Graham, Ward, Thomas, Paulding. 

King's : Messrs. Williams,* Remsen, Polhemus, Leffertsc.* 
Covenhoven,* V. De Witt.* 

Queer's ^ Messrs. Lawrence j* French, Robinson.* 

TBYQs£^^Marh(t7^ZZlZ^..l^^-^^^: -^ 

CuMHERLANp_j___ 'Shj_Williams . 

Th e same^M ginbers except those marked thus (*) were 

prcsiS nt in the a fte_rnoorh_^ _— -- ~ ^=^. 
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Res olved, T hat it is tlremetise of this Congress, that 
Abr aham Ten Broe ck. David Clarkson. and Egbert Du- 
rnond, Esqrs., do respectively refuse to pay or discharge 
the. Moneys th ev have^Tefpectively become bound for, to 
Abraham JLott, Esq*jpflie = Treasjrer_^_ll3is_Colony, for 
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Cash or orders for Cash, which have been applied for the 
publick exigencies of this Colony, until the further order 
of this Congress or the Committee of Safety. 

Resolved and Ordered, That two hundred Watch Coats 
be provided for the use of the Sentinels of the Regiments 
of this Colony, and that Mr. Peter T. Curtenius be desired 
to provide the same immediately. 

And Resolved, That it is the sense of this Congress 
that the expense of these Watch Coats ought to be a Con- 
tinental charge; and that the Continental Congress be 
hereafter informed by the Committee of Safety that these 
Watch Coats are provided, and that this Congress conceives 
that the expense thereof ought to be a Continental charge. 
Egbert Dumond, Esq., delivered in a List of the Field 
and Staff-Officers of four Regiments of the Militia in 
Ulster County, which was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

A List of the Field-Officers for the County of Ulster, 
viz : Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Abraham TfasuTouck, Major Johannes Snyder, Major 
Jonathan Elmendorf, Adjutant Petrus J. Elmendorf, 
Quartermaster Abraham A. Hasbrouck. 

Colonel James Clinton, Lieutenant-Colonel James Mc- 
Claughry, Major Jacob Newkerk, Major Moses Phillips, 
Adjutant George Denniston, Quartermaster Alexander 
Trimble. 

Colonel Levi Pawling, Lieutenant-Colonel Jacob Horn- 
beck, Major Johannes Cantine, Major Joseph Hasbrouck, 
Adjutant David Bevier, Quartermaster Jacobus Bruyn, Jun. 
Colonel Jonathan Hasbrouck, Lieutenant-Colonel Jo- 
hannes Hardenbergh, Jun., Major Johannes Jansen, Jun., 
Major Lewis Du Bois, Adjutant Abraham Schoonmaker, 
Quartermaster Isaac Belknap. 

Resolved and Ordered, That those gentlemen be re- 
spectively appointed and commissioned in the respective 
offices for which they are respectively abovenamed. 

Gilbert Livingston, Esq., delivered in a motion, and a 
list of the Field and Staff-Officers of two Regiments of 
Minute-Men in Dutchess County, which was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 
„1 move th at the following gentlemen be appointed Field- 
Officers In two*T?egTmerifs~ of Minute-Men in Dutchess 
County : John Van Ness, Colonel ; Cornelius Humphrey, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; Robert G. Livingston and James 
Reed, Majors ; Reuben Hopkins, Adjutant ; Joseph Ket- 
charn, Jun., Quartermaster. 

Jacobus Swartwout, Colonel ; John Bailey, Jun., Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel; Malcom Morrison and Henry Schenck, 
Majors ; Joshua Carman, Jun., Adjutant ; Henry Godwin, 
Quartermaster._ 

Resolved "and Ordered, That those gentlemen be re- 
spectively appointed and commissioned in the respective 
offices for which they are respectively abovenamed. . 

The petttion of JonnMcKenny, praying for the enlarge- 
ment of John Candell, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall discharge John 
Candell, andjhat Mr. Van Zandt and Mr. Sears take such 
secnnty~oftFe said John McKenny, for the conduct of the 
said John Candell, as is mentioned in the said Petition, and 
in such man ner as Mr. Van Zandt and Mr- Sears think 
proper. 

Resolved, That Mr, Roosevelt and Mr. Van Zandt be 
a Committee to receive and collect all the damaged Gun- 
powder to be had or obtained, and to forward.the same to 
the Powder Mill at Rhinebeck, to be manufactured with 
all convenient speed. 

Resolved and Ordered, That the Gunpowder imported, 
and now in store, for the use of this Colony, be distributed 
in the following proportions, viz: to the City and County 
of New-York, 1,000 weight, (already ordered to the Cap- 
tains of the Militia ;) to Queen's County, 200 ; (100 where- 
of is delivered to Joseph Robinson;) to King's County, 100; 
to Richmond County, 100; to Orange County, 150; to 
Dutchess County, 200; to Ulster County, 150; to West- 
chester^ County, 150; to Cumberland County, 100 ; to 
Albany City and County, 250 ; to Tryon County, 100 ; 
to Charlot te County, 100; to Gloucester CountyT TOO ; 
delivered to Colonel McDougall, for the use of the Troops 
in his Regiment, 100; to be kept in store at NewrXgrk, 
SOO— 3^00 rjounds. - :: - ----- 



Resolved and Ordered, That Mr. Gabriel W. Ludlow 
be requested to direct the said Gunpowder to be distributed 
and delivered out to the Deputies of the respective Counties 
abovementioned, or their order, in the quantities above- 
mentioned, on receiving Cash for the same, before or at the 
time of the delivery thereof. 

Resolved, That the Firemen of the City of New- York 
be, and they are hereby exempted from the Military Night 
Watch, and being called upon as Minute-Men, or of the 
Militia to go out of the said City. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sears be, and he is hereby desired 
to consult with Colonel Lasher, with respect to seizing and 
taking the Sloop, and people on board, charged with having 
supplied necessaries for the use of the Army and Navy, and 
now lying at anchor near the Asia Ship-of-War. 

A draught of a Letter to Samuel Bayard, Jun, Esq., 
and to Augustus Van Cortlandt, Esq., was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, September 2, 1775. 
Sir: The alarming state of pubiick affairs commands our 
attention to the safety of the records under your care ; and 
although we do not at present perceive any immediate 
danger to this City, yet we are of opinion that matters of 
such vast importance should not be intrusted to an uncer- 
tain contingency. You must be sensible that if by any mis- 
chance the office should be destroyed, it would unhinge the 
property of numbers in this Colony, and throw all our legal 
proceedings into the most fatal confusion. We do there- 
fore request you to inquire for some place of security to 
deposite the records under your care, and that you inform 
the Committee of Safety of such place, that they may give 
further directions on this subject. 
By order of Congress. 

Ordered, That two copies thereof be engrossed, and 
signed by the President pro tern., and that one copy thereof 
be directed and delivered to Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., 
and the other copy delivered to Augustus Van Cortlandt, 
Esq., Clerk of the City and County of New- York. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the ., Committee of the 
City of New- York to consider of the JBill of Exchange 
drawn on Colonel William Bayard, by Loring, and to de- 
termine whether the same ought to be paid. 

The President pro tern., by order^ofjhe House, gave it 
in charge to the Members to keep secret that Pork is pur- 
chased in Connecticut, and is coming from Connecticut for 
the use of .the Northern Army. And the Members and 
Secretaries of this Congress are, with the consent of the 
House, absolved from their obligations to secrecy with re- 
spect to Captain Melancton Lawrence, and the Letters 

taken with Jiim. ._.'„."..'__.;_.._. ~._ 

Resolved, That this Congress will adjourn this day, until 
the 2d day of October next ; and th at a Co mmittee of 
Safety be appointed during the recess of this Congress, in 
manner following, to wit : 

That Nero- York appoint three Members, to give four 
votes ; the City and County of Albany appoints one Mem- 
ber, to give'three votes; and every other County one Mem- 
ber, to give two votes each; and that such otheT Members 
of the several Counties as shall attend, may join in the vote 
of their respective Counties, or give such vote in the ab- 
sence of the Member or Members so appointed. 
For the City and County of New-York : Mr. Scott, 

Mr. HaUett, and Mr, Beekman. 
For the City and County or Albany :. Francis Nlcoll. 
For DyrcirEss County : Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester County : William Paulding. 
For Ulster County : Isaac Roosevelt, (untifone of their 

own Deputies come.) 
For Orange County : John Haring. 
For Richmond County ; Paul Micheau, 
For King's County : Jeremiah Remsen. 
For Queen's County; Colonel BlacMvell zn d J onathan 

Lawrence, or either of them. 
For Suffolk County;: William Brasher, (until one of 

theirJDeputies shall come.) 
For Tryon County: Isaac Sears, 7_ Zi: : 
For CuM^^i.AN,p i- Coy|!TY - ; Willia in^ Williams^ 
For Charlotte County^ •-.-. ~, -,-.;- — —y — -^= z;; ; ~ 
Resolved, further, Ttuirihe saTdTvoies, or a major part 
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thereof, shall constitute such Committee ; and that the said 
Committee, when met, shall be empowered to open all 
letters directed to the said Congress, and to answer the 
same ; that they be further empowered to take such mea- 
sures as they shall think proper to carry into execution all 
orders of the Continental Congress, and all resolutions and 
recommendations of this Congress, and to comply with any 
requisitions made by the Generals of the Continental Army, 
or any of them, as far as they shall think proper. 

That they be authorized to give directions to General 
Wooster, or the commander or commanders, for the time 
being, of the Continental Troops stationed in this Colony, 
now under his command, as also to the Colonels and Offi- 
cers of the Militia, as well Minute-Men as others, in this 
Colony, to march and carry into execution the orders and 
recommendations of the Continental Congress and of this 
Congress, provided that such directions do not contravene 
the orders of the Continental Generals; and that they have 
authority to appropriate such moneys of the Continental 
Congress, as is now in the hands of the President of this 
Congress, in payment of the debts already contracted for 



the publick service, and for the use of the said service, as 
they shall think necessary, the accounts being first audited 
and allowed by the Committee of Accounts. 

And, further, that the Committee of Safety be empow- 
ered to issue commissions to such persons as by the Com- 
mittees of the several Counties shall be recommended for 
Field-Officers of the Militia in the said Counties, respec- 
tively; and, also, that the said Committee of Safety be 
enabled to summon this Congress at such day and place as 
they shall think necessary. 

Resolved, further, That the Committee of Safety be em- 
powered to appoint the Signers of the Bills, and do every 
other act which may be necessary to carry the resolution 
for emitting a paper currency into execution. 

The Members of the Committee of Safety, now present, 
agreed to meet here at the City Hall, in New-York, on 
Monday next, at four of the clock in the afternoon. 

The Congress then adjourned till the second day of Oc- 
tober next, then to meet at the City Hall of the City of 
New- York, at nine of the clock in the forenoon of that 
day. 



NEW. YORK ASSOCIATION". 
General Association adopted by the Freemen, Freeholders, 
and Inhabitants of the City and County of New- York, 
on Saturday, the 29*A of April, 1775, and transmitted 
for signing to all the Counties in the Province. 
Persuaded that the salvation of the rights and liberties 
of America depends, under God, on the firm union of its 
inhabitants in a vigorous prosecution of the measures neces- 
sary for its safety, and convinced of the necessity of pre- 
venting the anarchy and confusion which attend the disso- 
lution of the powers of Government, we, the Freemen, 
Freeholders, and Inhabitants [of the City and County of 
New-York,] being greatly alarmed at the avowed design 
of the Ministry to raise a revenue in America, and shock- 
ed by the bloody scene now acting in the Massachusetts- 
Bay, do, in the most solemn manner, resolve never to 
become slaves ; and do associate under all the ties of reli- 
gion, honour, and love to our Country, to adopt and endea- 
vour to carry into execution whatever measures may be 
reco mmend ed by the Continental Congress, or resolved 
upon by our Pro vincial Convention, for the purpose of 
preseTVTTSg^cur Constitution, and opposing the execution of 
the _several arbitrary and oppressive Acts of the British 
Parliament, until a reconciliation between Great Britain 
and America, on constitutional principles, (which we most 
ardentTy desireT) can be obtained; and that we will in all 
things follow the advice of our General Committee, re- 
specting the purposes aforesaid, the preservation of peace 
and gooff order, and the safety of individuals and private 
property. 

MEMBERS OF THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS WHO SIGNED THE 



John V. Cortlandt, 
Chris. P. Yates, 
John Marlatt, 



William Williams, 
John Hazeltine, 
Paul Spooner, 



Paul Mioheau, 
Michael Jackson, 
Joseph French. 



SIGNERS OF THE ASSOCIATION IN THE TOWN AND NEIGH- 



BOURHOOD OF NEW-PALTZ, IN ULSTER COUNTT. 



P. V. B. Livingston, 

President. 
Volkert P^Douw, 

"Vice-President. 
Walter Livingston, 
Dirck. Sjvart, 
Robert.Yates, 
Abraham Yates, Jr., 
Nathan iel Woo dhull. 
Peter Clowes, 
Henry Williams, 
James Clinton, 
Robert V. Rensselaer, 
John Nic hols on, 
Jeremiah Remsen, 
Abr'm Ten Broeck, 
Christopher Tappan, 
John Foster, 
Richard Montgomery, 
Jacob Hbrnbeck^ 
Zephajiiah Piatt, Jr., 
Selah_ Strong, 
EgbertTJumond, 
Thomas Wickham, 
David Clarkson, 
Leon ard Li spenard. 
Joseph Robinson, 
Nathani el. Sa gkctt, 
Anthony Hoffman, 
John Hating, 
JonathanJLaiidonr- 



ASSOCIATION. 

Nathaniel Tom, 
Abraham Brasher, 
Richard Thorne, 
Jonathan Lawrence, 
Abraham Lent, 
Melancton Smith, 
James Beekman, 
Gilbert Livingston, 
Lewis Graham, 
John Thomas, Jr., 
David Pye, 
DavidJJayton, 
Joseph Drake, 
Robert Graham, 
Jacob Cuyler, 
Henry Glen, 
Francis Nicoll, 
John Williams, 
Wffliam Marsh, 
Theodoras Folhemus, 
John Vanderbilt, 
William Allison, 
Thomas Tredwell, 
Isaac Roosevelt, 
Richard Conner, 
John Journey, 
Samuel Tovvnscnd, 
Aaron Cortelyou, 
Zebulon Williams, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, 
Alex. McDougall, 



Richard Yates, 
Jacob Black well, 
GouvemeUT Morris, 
Samuel Verplanck, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
Philip Cortlandt, 
John Morin Scott, 
James Van Cortlandt, 
Gysbert Schenck, 
Ephraim Paine, 
James Holmes, 
J. Hardenbexgh, 
Peter Silvester, 
Dirck BrinckerhorF, 
Nath'l Coyenhoven, 
John Leffcrtse, 
Johannes. E. Lott, 
William Paulding, 
Richard Lawrence, 
Benjamin Tusten, 
Jeremiah Clark, 
Ezra L'Hommedicu, 
Isaac Sears, 
Thomas Smith, 
Joseph Hallett, 
Stephen Ward, 
John Coe, 
John Marston, 
John Sloss Hobart, 
John De Lancey, 
Isaac Low, 



Abraham Doian, 
Nathaniel Dubois, 
Gerret Freer, Jun., 
Thomas Tomkins, 
Jacob Hasbrouck, Jr., 
Jedediah Dean, 
Zophar Perkins, 
Oliver Grey, 
Leonard Lewis, 
John Stevens, 
Daniel Fowler, 
Daniel Woolaey 
Alexander Lane, 
Zacharias Hasbrouck, 
Petrus Freer, 
Abrm. Doian, Jun., 
Petrus Hasbrouck, 
Simon Freer, 
Lewis T- Dubois, 
Abrm. Vandermerken, 
Michael Devoe, 
Richard Tomkins, 
William Keeck, 
Isaac Lefever, 
Andries Lefever, Jun., 
Abraham Eltinge, 
Johannes Low, 
Simon Doyo, Jun., 
Petrus Van Wagenen, 
Cornelius Eltinge, 
John A. Hardenbergh, 
Joseph Hasbrouck, 
Peleg Ransom, 
Ebenezer Perkins, 
Johannes Eckert, 
Daniel Freer, Jun., 
Roelof J. Eltinge, 
Samuel Pevier, 
Andrjes Lefever, 
Hugo Freer, Jun., 
Benj. Hasbrouck, Jr., 
Nathaniel Potter, 
Daniel Diver, 
Samuel Johnson, 
John McDaniel, 
Ralph Trowbridge, 
Benjamin Elsworth, 
Isaac Thomkins, Jr., 
William Lane, 
Joshua Drew, 
Jonathan Johnson, 
Elijah Drew, 
John Dacker, 
William Weaver, 
A. Yelye.rton, Jun., 
John Preslcr, 
Richard Lewis, 
Peter Drew, 
William Tilson, 
Michael Laroy, 
Jacob Whitney, 
Thomas Sa.eson, 
Simeon Crandel, 
Solomon Eltinge, 
Jehu Louw, 
Simon Doian, 
George Nies, 



Isaac Freer, 
Jacob Bevier, 
Solomon Loun, 
Christophel Doyo, 
Benjamin Freer, 
Isaac Monyon, 
Christophel Dugain, 
John Terwilger, 
Israel Cole, 
John Neely, 
P. Z. Schoonmaker, 
Abraham Hass, 
Josaphat Hasbrouck, 
Isaac Harris, 
Johannes M. Loun, 
Jonathan Lefever, 
Henry Herald, 
Jacob Dubois, 
Lewis Puntenear, 
Hendricus Dubois, 
William Hood, 
Abraham Ein, 
Abraham Lefever, 
Elias Hardenbergh, 
Daniel Lefever, 
Cqrnelius Dubois, 
Daniel Dubois, 
Johannes W. Smith, 
Jacob T. Freer, 
Philip Doian, 
Isaac Dubois, 
Joseph Terwilger, 
Paulus Freer, 
Jonas Freer, 
Jesaias Hasbrouck, 
Jonathan Doian, 
George Wirtz, 
Jonas Freer, Jun., 
Tennis Yan Vliet, 
Cornelius Dubois, Jr., 
W. Schoonmaker, 
Isaac Lpuw, 
Henry Green, 
Robert Phenix, 
Jonathan Terwilger, 
Jacob Weaver, 
Joseph Elsworth, 
Thomas Lemunyun, 
Thomas Cole, 
JosiahPrake, 
John Way, 
Wm. Elsworth, Jun., 
Samuel Lewis, 
Joseph Brooks, 
Moses Quimby, 
Hugh Cole, 
James Dacker, 
Isaac Seaman, 
Jacob Degarmo, 
Seth Hubbell, 
Henry Doyo, Jun., 
Jeremiah Tomkins, 
Joseph Ransom, 
James Done, 
Wouter Sluyter, 
Martimjs Griffin, 
Daniel Doyan, 



Johannes Walron, 
Henry Lits, 
Stephen Bedford, 
Jonas Bedford, 
Cornelius Bedford, 
Ebenezer Gilbert, 
Nathaniel Wyatt, 
Justus Hubbell, 
David Whitney, 
John Woolsoy, 
Eleazer Cole, 
Simon Dubois, 
Dirck D._Wynkoop, 
Jacob Carring, 
John Lemyon, 
Michael Palmeteer, 
Jacobus Hasbrouck , 
David Hasbrouck, 
AbraJiam_Dona]dsori , 
Joh n Le fever, 
Jonathan Fresler, 

Joseph Griffin, 
John Griffin, Jun., 
Jacob Louw, 
Simeon Louw, 
Matthe w Le fever, 
JohoYork, 
Sojomon Bevier, 
JohnF. IJoyo, 
Daniel freer, 
ZacSariah Sickels, 
Frederick^ Hymes, 
Sojomonjjjefjjver, 
Thojnas Shirky, 
Thomas Dunn, Jun., 
Nat^anielLefgYor, Jr„ 
James Dunn, 
Samuel Teerpsrmingh, 
Thomas Dunn, 
Joseph Freer, 
Johannes Freer, 
SinjeonjCampbetl, 
JedodiahJThornson, 
Peter Viely, 
Hendricus^ Dubois, Jr., 
?etrus Vandermerken, 
Methnsalem Dubois, 
Johannes Doyo, Jun., 
Henry Puntenear, 
Pejrus Lefever, 
Valentine PerkinB, 
Abrm. Cpncklin, 
John Xestcr, 
George Nies, Jun., 
La.wience Nies, 
John Nies, 
Peter Palmeteer, 
William Mozer, 
Casper Mayboy, 
Daniel Turner, 
Henry Tlarnres, 
Anthony Yelverton, 
Michael Weaver, 
GideonJjeaTT, 
Isaac Tomkins, 
John Riker, 
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Petrus_Bcvier, Abraham Dubois, William Donaldson, 

Peter Doyo, Andreas Dubois, Jr., James Auchmoutie, 

Benjamin Dubois, Daniel Dubois, Jun., Abraham Devoe, 

Christeyan Doyo, Reuben Campbell, Win. Elsworth, Sen., 

Benjamin Doyo, David Louw, Joseph Coddington. 

William Allison. John Lefever, Jun., 

:The following Ts a list of tTie names of those who refused 
or ; neglecte iS to subscribe the General Association : Samuel 
To wnsend, JUchar d Carman, Jacobus Auchmoutie, Noah 
El ting e, Esq., MaiUTew KIcKeely, Nathaniel Waters. 
.a.. j ]\J ATHANIEL Dubois, Chairman. 
'--' Joseph Coddington, Committee Clerk. 
New-Paltz, May 10, 1775. 

-:;--■;„, ■ . .. New.Paltz, May 24, 1775. 

At a meeting held on said day, we, whose names are 
hereto InnexedJ not being able to furnish ourselves with 
arms and materials suitable for the distressing calamity 
which hangs over ouv and the neighbouring Colonies' 
heads, are still willing to abide with the Continental Con- 
gress, being furnished. 

John Deeker, Thomas Tomkins, Samuel Johnson, 

Isaac Tomkins, Jun., John McDaniol, Joseph Elsworth, 

Peter Drew, William Weaver, James Deeker, 

Jonathan Johnson, Joshua Drew, Ralph Trowbridge. 
Elijah Drew, Simeon Crandel, 



SIGNERS WRINGS-TON, ULSTER COUNTY, MAY AND JUNE, 

1775. 



Capt. Evert Bogardus, Tobias Meyer, 
Joshua Dubois, Benj. Meyer, Jun., 



Elias Haasbrouck, 

Moses Cantine, Jr., 

CharlesI)oyl, 

N. Van Dor Lyne, 

Johannes B. Masten, 



John Freeligh, 
Johannes Miller, 
Jacobus Post, 
Christophel Miller, 
Johannes Backer, 



Jac. Teerpenning, 
Wilhelm Vollandt, 
Philip Swart, 
Petrus Eygenaer. 
Cornelius Eygenaer, 
David Dubois, 
Jacob Klyne, 
John Mouk, 
Frederick Eygenaer, 
Samuel Whitaker, 



C. Van Kouren, Jun., Hezckiah Dubois, 

Isaac BuHians", Hcndrick Staats, 

Gerrit Van Keuren, Jcsaias Meyer, 

Petrus TSIswoith, 

Cornells B. Masten, John Kellen, 

Abm. Van I^euren, Jr., George Sparling, 

M- Van Keuren.TTun., John Brinck, Jun., 

Petrus JJogaruus, Jan., John Sparling, 

Samuel Masten, _ Jacobus Wolfin, 

Peter Roggen, 7ohn Dumare, 

Jeremiah Dubois, Hez. D. Schoonmaker, Coenradt Reghtmeyer, 

Abr'm A. Hasbrouck, Samuel Oosterhoudt, Hur's Reghtmeyer, 

Thos. Van Gaaslieek, Wrn. Oosterhoudt, 

Silvester TCLCJroen, Cornelis Post, 

Hen. Schoonmaker, 
Edw. Schoonmaker, 

son of Tjerck, 
Tjerek Schoonmaker, Samuel Freeligh, 

Jeremiah Klaarwater, Peter Van Leuven, Abraham Snyder, 

Cornelius Dumond, Win. Diederick, Jun., Wm. Davenport, 
John Van Leuven, Jr., Hez. Dubois, Jun., 
Andries Van Leuven, Augustinus Shoe, 
Cornelis L. Swart, Richard Burhans, 
David Schoonmaker, Johannes Valck, Jr., 
T. Schoonmaker, Jr., John Trompour, 
H. Oosterhoudt, Jun., John Allen, 
Barret Burhans, 
John Fendel, 
A. L. Van Schayck, 



Mattys Van Keuren, 
C. M. Van Keuren, 
J. J. Van Keuren, 
Johannes C. Masten 



Samuel Schoonmaker, JurrieW. Reghtmeyer, 
Christian Fiero, 
Lucas De Witt, 
Cornelis Persen, 
Christian Fiero, Jr., 
Stephanus Fiero, 
Johannes Reghtmeyer, 



Martynus Hummel, 
Hcndrick P. Freeligh, 
Peter Freeligh, 
Daniel Lucas, 
Lourcnce Winne, 



C. C Elmendorph, 
Philip "Van Keuren, 
Abraham Whitaker, 
Abr'm Masten, Jun., 
Sampson Davis, 
Coenradt Krook, 
Gilbert Saxon, 
Johannes Bcsemer, 
A, W. VanGaasbeck, 



P. P. Oosterhoudt, Jr., Francis Bedine, 



Lourence Kiever, 
CqrnelTusPbhway, Jr. 
Ai'ie Newkerk, 
Jacobus Newkerk, 
Jacobus Van Etten, 
Jan Wells, 
Benj. Masten, Jun., 
David Achmerdy, 
Jacobus Dubois, 
Samuel Dubois, 
Jacob Trimpher, 
M ichel Connelly, 



Johannes N. Dubois, 
i Edward Burhans, 
John Low, 



William Eygenaer, 
James Welch, 
John Burhans, 
Jeremiah Snyder, 
Wilhelmus Valck, 
John Davenport, 
Junyan Young, 



Jac. Van Buntschoten, John Row, Jr., 
Hez. Schoonmaker, Cornelius Burhans, 



Abraham Turk, 

Benjamin Swart, 

Jacobus Post, 

George Lassing, 

William Letts, 

John P. Dumond, 

Col. A. Haasbrouck, 
John Van Steenbergh. David Cox, 
Joseph Chip, Wm. Austin Cox, 

SolomoiiHsiasbrouck, TobiasVanSteenbergh, Johannes Mouors, Jr., 
Hendricus Degraef, Cornelis C. Wynkoop, Petrus Mouers, 



Hendricus Wells, 
William Lawyer, 
John Young, 
Jeremiah Young, 
Jurrie Hummel, Jr., 
John McKinsey, 
James Jones, 
William Van Cleef, 
Jacob Mouers, 



Jacob Hendrickse, C. J. Elmendorph, 
John J. Low, Jurryan Tappen, 

Wessel Ten Brook, Jr., Hendricus Sleght, 
Abraham Masten, Johannes Sleght, 
Jan De Witt, Abner Brush, 

Cornelis Langeudyck, Johannes De Graef, 
Johannes Wojfin, Jun., Johannes Snyder, 



Nicholas Miller, 
William Dubois, 
Martha Snyder, 
Benjamin Snyder, 
Isaac Sny der, 
Pe.ter WTnne, Jun., 
Chris. Valkenbergh, 
Peter Low, 

ElishVCbirk, 

Peter A. Winne, 
Arent Winne, 



Anthony Freer, 



Leonard Mouers, 
Nicholas Mouers, 
Samuel Burhans, 
Jame Allen, 
Cornells Wells, 
Jeronymus Shoe, 
John McKarty, 
Jeronymus Gerrenris, 



Johannes Snyder, Jr., Aarenhoudt Valck, 



Jan Van Vlick. 
Samuel Freer, 
Abr'm G. Van Aken, 
Jan Freer, 

I. Van Wagene, Jun. 
Petrus Sleght, 

JbhanhcB Hendrickse, Solomon Skutt, J 
Matlheus Person, Jacobus Dederick, 

D. De Lametter, Jun., Benjamin Low, 



Jurrie Bear, 
Jurrie W. Dederiek, 
Wilhelmus Emerigh, 
Petrus V. Stecnburgh, 
A. T. V. Steenburgh, 
Samuel Wolfin, 



Egbert Schoonmaker, Jacob Felten, Hendrickse, son of 

Evert Wynkoop, Benjamin Felten, Frans, 

Hendricus Meyer, Petrus Felten, Philip Felten, 

Chris. Kiersteade, Philip Hendrickse, Johannes Person, 

Myndert Myndcrse, Johannes Weaver, Abraham Freer, 

William Legg, Wendell Crenier, Wessel Ten Brook, 

Jacobus Persen, Sol. Eckert, Jun., Johannes Kroce, 

Hen. Ooosterhoudt, Jeremiah Parcell, Jacob Pulver, 

Abraham Post, Michel Ecenhart, Peter Van Aken, 

Christiaen Meyer, Alabartus Schryver, Johannes Felten, Jr., 

William Meyer, Johannes De Witt, Jr., W. Teerpenning, 

Petrus Meyer, Martynus Schryver, Abraham Van Vliet, 

Johannes Meyer, Jun., Stephanus Schryver, Benjamin Van Aken, 

Johannes Wolfin, Petrus Wiest, Gideon Van Aken, 

John J. Persen, Isaac Van Aken, Arie Van Vliet, 

Petrus Meyer, Jun., Johannes Schryver, Abraham E. Low, 

Hendrick Wolfin, Tjerck Van Vliet, Petrus Snyder, 

Petrus Low Meyer, Abr'm Teerpenning, Jacobus Dubois, 

Samuel Meyer, H. Teerpenning, Jr., Petrus Van Aken, 

Eliphas Van Aken, Cornelius Viele, Pierre Aucton, 

Jacob Heremase, J. V. Bunsehoter, Tennis Hoghteling, 

Mat. V. Stienbergh, Jacob Turk, W. Hoghteling, 

Johan M. Bergen, "Jonathan Elmendorph, W. W. Hoghteling, 

Adam Swart, William Eltinge, John Chipp, 

Samuel Swart, Benjamin De Meyer, Jacob Freer, 

Peter Hodler, Jeremiah Do Meyer, Johannes J. Jansen, 

Wilhelmus Swart, Cornelis A. Newkerk, Mattheus Janscn, 

Ariegertse El mendorf, Johannes Froer, Cornelis Janscn, Jr., 

Tennis Sleght, William Coleman, Johannes Jansen, Jr., 

Benjamin Sleght, William Whitaker, Jr., Abraham Davenport, 

Henry Masten, Egbert Schoonmaker, Petrus Bogardis, 

Jacobus Besemer, Peter Whitaker, Cornelis Elmendorph, 

Solomon Freer, Jr., Jan L, Oosterhoudt, Cornelis Masten, 

Petrus Swart, James Whitaker, Jan Elmendorph, 

Jan Burhans, James Plckken, Ezekiel Masten, 

A. C. De Limetler, Hendrick Turk, Johannes Dubois, 

John Smedcs, Jacobus Whitaker, A. De Lametter, Jr., 

John Van Gaasbeek, Benjamin Whitaker, Benj. Dj Lametter, 

John Carman, Barent Whitaker, W. Van Stienbergh, 

Cornelius Masten, Abm. Oosterhoudt, Petrus Sinedes, 

William Evans, James J. Whitaker, Petrus Smedes, Jr., 

James Oosterhoudt, Harmen Minkelaer, GerrTt TVeer, 

Samuel Burhans, John C. Oosterhoudt, Isaac Van Wagener, 

Martynus Post, John Elmendorph, Isaac Van Aken, 

Petrus Burhans, Tobias Van Beuren, Abraham Van Aken, 

Benj. V. Stienbergh, Jacobus V. Gaasbeek, Jonannes J. Dubois, 

John Freer, Jacobus S. Bruyn, Solomon Freer, 

Baltus Kiever, Cornelis Beekman, Jacob M. Grocn, 

William Kiever, William Eltinge, Jr., Benjamin Masten, 

Benj. Oosterhoudt, Petrus Elmendorph, Peter Dumond, 

Hendricus B. Sleght, Benj. Elmendorph, Henry Jansen, 

Andrew McFarland, Philip Van Beuren, J. Elmendorph, Jr., 

E. Schoonmaker, Peter Dumond, J r., James Foran, 

Samuel Legg, W. Kiensteade, Jacobus Montanie, 
Petrus L. Oosterhoudt, Abm. Van Stienbergh, C. J. Elmendorph, 

John E. Schoonmaker, Henry Parcels, Oke Suedam, 

Edward Whitaker, John Beekman, G. C. Elmendorph, 

Petrus Sax, J. Wynkoop, Jr., J. M. Groen, Jr., 

Wilhelmus Wolfin, Abraham Elmendorph, John J. Burhans, 

Godfrey Wolfin, John McLean, Jeremiah Hoghteling, 
Jeremiah Wolfin, T, V. Stienbergh, Jr., Jacobus Low, 

Hezekiah Wynkoop, John Dumond, Jr., Tjerck C. De \V T itt, 

Jacob Eygenaer, Peter Wynkoop, Peter M. Grocn, 

Lodwick Roessell, John De Lametter, William Phajuix, 

John Wolfin, Cornelius Ten Brook, Abraham Heremanse, 

Solomon Skutt, John Scbcpmoes, H. Schoonmaker, 

Matthew Diederick, Petrus Elmendorph, Tobias Swart, 

Johannes Emerigh, John Whitaker, Jr., Andries De Witt, Jr., 

Johi\ Hermans, Philip Whitaker, Jan l*o6t, 

Tobias Wynkoop, Charles Newkerk, Jan L. De Witt, 

Johannes Diederick, Abraham Hoffman, Petrus Oosterhoudt, 

Johannes Eygenaer, Cornelis Swart, Tobias Meyer, 

Peter Eygenaer, Nicholas Bogardis, Petrus Brinck, 

William Wynkoop, John Hoghteling, John Walker, 

Myndart Diederick, Sol. Van Bunschoten, Petrus Backker, 

Adam Bear, William Sehepmoes, Hendrick Snyder, 

Jacob Bacher, Thomas Eltinge, Cornelis J. Brinck, 

Hendrick Bacher, W. T. Hoghteling, Abraham Low, Jr., 

Diederick Materstock, Thomas Hoghteling, Harmanus Hummel, 

Abraham Diederick, William M. Groen, Cornelis C. Brinck, 

Adam Materstock, Tjerck Beekman, Petrus De Witt, 

Jacob Materstock, Hendricus TJItmge, Tunis Meyer, 

John Ellis, Abraham C. Low, Martynus Snyder, Jr., 

Joseph Marten, Martha Krook, Peter Hummel, 

Peter West, Johannes Van Etten, Cornelius De Witt, 

Gysbert Diederick, Philippus Tide, "" Christiaen Dull, 

William Materstock, James Grlgg, Jacob Brink, 

Johannes Beyraon, John Addcson, Stephanus Meyer, 

Hendrick Fiero, A. Van Gaasbeek, Johannes M. Snyder, 

Nicholas Britt, A. Haasbrouck, Jr., Benjamin Meyer, 

Johannes Materstock, Luke Kiersteade, Michel Hoof, 

Peter Schoonmaker, Johannes Felten, James P. Oosterhoudt, 

Hendrick Britt, Benj. Ten Brook, J. J. Hummel, 

Peter Britt, C. Elmendorph, Jr., Petrus C. Brinck, 

Jacob I. Ten Brook, Jacobus Elmondorpli, William J. Meyer, 

Dirck Wynkoop, Jr., John Whitaker, Peter J. Meyer. 

Johannes Wynkoop, Coenradt Ton TJrook, John Valkenburgh, 

Abraham Low, Lawrence Salisbury, Luyker Langendyck, 

Abraham Van Keuren, Nicholas Kiersteade, Johannes Meyer, 

C. C, Elmendorph, William Whitaker, Arie Van Etten, 

Joseph Gasherie, Jacob Ten Brook, Isaac Post, 

Egbert Dumond, Gerrit Elmimxlorph, Benjamin Winne, 

ChristofFel Tappan, C. G. JShnendorph, John Brinck, 

John Dumond, JacobusT5umond, Hendrick Post, 

Adam Person, Philip Dumond, Arie D ! Witt, 

Seth Curtis, L. Van Gaasbeek, Jacob Cqiiyers, 

Jacobus Eltinge, W. Van Gaasboek, George Carle, 

Johannes Masten, Charles 'Gyles, James Whitaker, Jr., 
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Robert Montgomery, 
Joseph Oosterhoudt, 
Johannes Carter, 
Anthony Hoffman, 
Mat. E. Thompson, 
William Elsworth, 
Jacob L. Hoornbeek, 
Daniel Graham, 
A. J. De Lametter, 



Jacob Frans, 
Jacob Frans, Jr., 
Adam Short, 
J. Van Keuren, 
H. Van Keuren, 
Moses Cantinc, 
Michel Herman, 
Anthony A. Hoffman, 
Hendricus J. Sleght, 



Jacob Burhans, 
Ephraim Low, 
Johannes Van Vliet, 
Mat. Van Keuren, 
Frantz P. Roggen, 
Marynus Van Aken, 
Johannes Wiest, 
Benjamin Turk, 
William Thompson, 

In pursuance of a Resolve of the Provincial Congress of 
the Colony of New-York, dated the 29th day of May, 
1775, we, the Committee of the Corporation of Kingston, 
in the County of Ulster, do hereby certify that the above 
List or Roll contains all the persons' names who have sign- 
ed the General Association, within the Corporation of 
Kingston ; also, annexed List, returned to us, containing 
the names of a Company of Troop of Horse, who reside 
in different parts of the said County ; and, also, a List on 
the back hereof, of the persons' names who have refused 
to sign the said Association. All which, with humble sub- 
mission,^© herewith return to the Provincial Congress 
aforesaid. 

Dated at Kingston, this 1st day of July, 1775. By 
order of the Committee : 

Johannes Sleght, Chairman. 



SIGNERS IN THE TROOP OF HORSE IN ULSTER COUNTY, DATED 
IN KINGSTON, JUNE 9, 1775. 



Philip Hoghteling, 

Captain; 
Sil vester Salisbury, 

First Lieutenant ; 
Peter Minderse, 

Second Lieutenant ; 
C. C. Ncwkerk, 

Cornet ; 
Cornelius J. Du Bois, 

let Quartermaster ; 
James_Roc, 

2(2 Quartermaster ; 
Abnv. Hoghteling, 

Clerk, 
J. Elmendorph. Jr., 
Adam Wolfin, 
Tobias. D ubois, 
Petrus Brinck, 
Benjamin Krom, 



Anthony Dumond, 
Cornelius J. Depuce, 
P. E. Oosterhoudt, 
Philip Newkerk, 
Petrus Smith, 
J. Van Waggener, 
James Hamilton, 
Felten Smith, 
Anie Newkerk, 
G. Elmendorph, Jr., 
J. Elmendorph, Jr., 
John Mynderse, 
Johannes Turk, 
Abrm Ten Broeck, 
Johannes Morkel, 
M. Hummel, Jr., 
Johannes Ealigb, 
B. B. "Schoonmaker, 
Benj. Depuce, Jr., 



Benjamin Bruyn, 
Turck Low, 
J. H. Oosterhoudt. 
Petrus Dubois, 
William De Witt, 
A. Van Waggener, Jr., 
Jurry Folland, 
Abraham Burhans, 
John J. Du Bois, 
Edward Oosterhoudt, 
Moses Paterson, 
F. V. Dennerken, Jr., 
Isaac C. Davis, 
Jacobus F. Davis, 
Daniel Broadhead, 
Petrus J. Kotter, 
P. P. Oosterhoudt, 
John Hashrouek, 
W. Hoghteling, Jr. 



NAMES OF PERSONS IN KINGSTON WHO REFUSED TO SIGN." 



Jan De Graef, Jr., 
Jesaias Minkfilaer, 
Jacob De Witt, 
Benjamin De Witt, 
Stephanus Eckert, 
Matiheus York, 
Albartus Sluy tes, 
Jan Laurence Bogh, 
B, De Lametter, Jr., 
Jacob Trompour, 
Paul Trompour, 



John Cox Junk, 
John Luicks, 
Johannes Row, 
William Burhans, 
Johannes Burhans, 
Frederick Row, Jr., 
Johannes Trompour, 
Richard Davenport, 
Peter Luicks, 
Johannes Plank, 
Johannes Plank, Jr., 



Abraham Hummel, 
J. S. Schoonmaker, 
William Ealigh, 
William Fero, 
Owen Daily, 
Nicholas Trompour, 
Johannes Smith, 
Andries Ealigh, 
P. Schoonmaker, Jr., 
John York, 
Adam Bartholomewis. 
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Solomon Terwilgen, 
Johannes Keator, 
Johannes Bogart, 
John Conner, 
Samuel Frame, 
Fred erick-Da vis, 
Hen. Pawling, 
James Murd uch, 
Natlian Igmode s, 
William Kruin, 
Gysbert Krum, 
Isaac Davis, 
Abraham Cantine, 
Jacob De Lametter, 
Edward Lunsberry, 
Alexand er Ennis , 
Bonjamin Akerly, 
Jacobus D avis, 
Richaj^rXounsherry, 
Johannes, F, Keator, 
Mich ael Line s. 
J arn@s Tjienix, 
PetruiOjosterhoudt, 
Garton Nott ingham, 
Daniel Mowris, 
Step'^NbtlinghamiJr., 
William TTan tine, 
Matthew Keaion, 
Samuel Mow ris. Jun., 
Geo rge Middag h, 
Samuel Keat on, 
Benjamin "Keaton, 
Coenr adt Du Boi s, 
Abr aham Johnso n, 
Hen drick G. Kro m, 



Philip Hardenbergh, 
William McGinnis, 
Ab'm Hardenbergh, 
John Jack, 
John Cushmicham, 
Arie Jack, 
Sil. Vandermerken, 
Wilhelmus Roosa, 
William Orr, 
William TJenson,, 
Gysbert Van Leuven, 
Johannes Smith, 
James Peresarmis, 
Dirck Schepmoos, 
Isaas Robison, 
J acob_S, Freer, 
Jumas_ Roosa, 
John Constable, 
Abx'm Constable, Jun., 
Thomas Sammons, 
Cornelius Gammons, 
Abraham Helm, 
John E nne st, 
Hendrick Brink, 
Jacob De Witt, 
, Jacob G. Louns, 
Abraham Roosa, 
Aldert Sinedes, 
Abraham Keator, 
George Middagh, Jun., 
Jos, Ha sbrou ck, Jun., 
Jonasl?mith, 
J, Vandemerke, Jun ., 
J. ViinWwftnen,.Tun., 
Sof. Yan Wagonon, 



Th*s Schoonmaker,Jr., 
Jeronomus Rappleye, 
Caspar Basemer, 
Richard Okorly, 
Benoni Moulks, 
John Batty, 
Dirck Slaughter, 
Fred'k Schoonmaker, 
Thomas Klourwater, 
John Van Luven, 
Abraham Klourwater, 
Hendrick Rosa, 
Abraham Constable, 
William Orr, 
Tlis. Vandemerke, Jr., 
Hendrick Smith, 
Isaac Smith, 
Samuel Gibson, 
Samuel Mowris, 
John Shaw, 
William Tects, Jun., 
William Johnson, 
Henry Daorin, 
Petrus Van Luycn, 
Frederick Keaton, 
Jacob Keaton, Jun., 
Melgert Keaton, 
Benjamin Louns, Jun., 
Jacobus Rosekrans, 
John C. De Witt, 
Cornelius Keaton, 
Jacob Snyder, 
Nicholas Kyser, 
Cornelius Brink, 
Andries Roosa, 



John G. Krom, 

Petrus Krom, 

Samuel Davies, Jun. 

John J. Crispell, 

Henry Mowris, 

Garret Newkerk, 

Samuel Dodge, 

William Pattison, 

John Conway, 

Peter Misner, 

Jacobus H. Bush, 

Frederick Merkle, 

David Vandermerke, 

Jacob Chambers, 

Thomas Chambers, 

Joseph Chambers, 

Wilhelmus Keaton, 

Johannes H. Krom, 

William H. Krom, 

Samuel Brodhead, 

James Stilwell, 

Richard Oliver, 

Samuel North, 

Levi Pawling, 

Jacob Haasbrouck, 

William Peck, 

Benjamin Peters, 

Cornel's E.Wynkoop, John Slouter, 

Andries J. De Witt, Peter Smith. 

Thos. Schoonmaker, 

Cornelius Sluyter, 

Peter Sammons, 

Samuel Mowris, 

Art. Van Wagenem, 



Simon Van Wagenen, Jan Krom, 
.Tohan Bartlewolk, Jacob Roosa, 
Severyn Hasbrouck, Bonjamin Davies, 
Peter McDowall, Jacobus Morris, 

Lens Brodhead, Jacob J. Keaton, 

Martinus Oosterhoudt, Egbert Brink, 
Joseph Blaawater, David Atkins, 
Andries Tier, John J. Krom, 

Benjamin Krom.Jun., Wilhelmus Bush, 
Thos.Vandemerke,Jr., William Ennest, 
Peter Van Wagenen, 
Harm. Oosterhoudt, 



John Hasbrouck, 
Sol. Vandemerke, 
John Vandemerke, 
Mart. Middagh, 
Andries Davie3, 
Jacob Rapelye, 
Isaac Charter, 
Caspar Charter, 
Frederick Charter, 
Derrick Chambers, 
Jacobus Connor, 
Robert Betties, 
John Betties, 
William Dunlap, 
Nathaniel Web, 



Peter Smith, Jun., 
Cornelius Ennest, 
Thomas Darcy, 
Casparus Mancius, 
Charles Adams, 



Stephen Nottingham, Edward Talbott, 



Jesaias Robbison, 
Cornelius Tack, Jun., 
Abraham Cantinc, 
Alexander Munro, 
Andrew Oliver, 
John Cantine, 
Jacob D. Lametter, 
David Bevier, 



Jacobus Rosa, 
John Rapelye, 
Matthew Newkerk, 
Abraham Middagh, 
Gysbert Rosa, 



Johannes Roose, 
Daniel Johnson, 
Robert Brink, 
Isaac C. Daviss, 
Cornelius Krom, 
Jacob J. Hasbrouck, 
John Davies, 
John De Witt, 
Hendrick Bush, Jun., 
Peter Johnson, 
William Nottingham, 
Moses Diamond, 
Peter Mowris, 
Martin Bogard, 
Benjamin Keaton, 
Simon Van Wagenen, 
Gideon Keaton, 
John Keaton, 
Thomas Keaton, 
William Keaton, 
John Keaton, Jun., 
Petrus Keaton, 
Nicholas Keaton, 
Hendrick B. Krom, 
Hendrick W. Krom, 
D.miel Brodhead, 
Christopher Snyder, 
IVftchaeljroets, 
Petrus Davies, 
Johannes Sluyter, 



Johan. Van Wagenen, Hendrick Kyscr, 



John Stok 
Johannes G 



Rosa, 



F. Schoonmaker,Jun., Dirck Bush, 
Charles W. Brodhead, Frederick Wood, 
Edward Lounsberry, Thomas Wood, 
Jacob J. Hasbrouck, Johannes Middagh, 
Ephraim Chambers, Thomas Carner, 
Isaac Hasbrouck, Jr., Cornelius Bogart, 
Cornelius Brink, 
John Brodhead, 
Rocliff Eltinge, 
Cornelius Stilwell. 



Joseph Keyser, 
William Bray, 
Cornelius. Keyser, 
William Sluyter, 
Richard Stokes, 
Cornelius Camer, 
Dirck_Krom, 
John Roosa, 
Jacob Sceley. 
Daniel Van Luven, 



Hendrick P. Ostrout, 

James Robinson, 

Leonard Hardenbergh, Jacob Klaarwater, 

Jacobus B. Hasbrouck, Isaac Klaarwater, 
Moses M, Cantine, Michael Pattison, Daniel Klaa rwater. 

Philip B. Bevier, Johannes Keator, Jun., Frederick Bush, 

James McKemson, John Van Vliet, Hendricus Crispell, 

Nathaniel Cantine, James Van Wagenen, Frederick Klaarwater, 
Gerard. Hardenbergh, Edward Dewawl, John Smith, 

Matthew Cantine, Frederick Kontraman, Jacob Kyser, 
Adam Hoffman, Mat. Kontraman, William Hardy, 

Alexander McGinnis, Andries Kontraman, Thomas Johnson, 
Corn's Vandermerken, Elias Kontraman, Johannes Van Luven. 

In pursuance of a Resolve of the Provincial Congress of 
the Colony of New-York, dated 29th day of May, 1775, 
•we, the Committee of the Township of Marbletown, in the 
County of Ulster, do hereby certify that the above List or 
Roll contains all the persons' names who have signed the 
General Association within the Township of Marbletown, 
and also William Wood, on the back hereof, who refuses 
signing the same ; all which, with humble submission, we 
herewith return to the Provincial Congress aforesaid. 

Levi Pawling, Chairman. 

Marbletown, June 5, 1775. 



SIGNERS IN MAMACOTING, 

Samuel Depue, 
., William Johnston, 
James Williams, 
Charles Gillets, 
Johannes Stufflebane 



.John Youngs, 
Phil. Swartwout, Esq 
Bonjamin Depue, 
Capt. John Crage, 
William Haxlon, 
John McKinstry, 
Benj Cull aback, Jun. 
Robert Cook, 
Harm. Van Innagen, 
T. K. Westbrook, ' 
William Rose, 
Capt. J. R. De Witt, 
Ab'm Cuddeback, Jr. 
Samuel King, 
Abner Skinner, 
Frederick Bonder, 
Valentine Wheeler, 
Thomas Kyte, 
Jonathan Brooks, 
John Wallis, 
Joseph Drake, 
Ebenezer Parks, 
Jacobus Swartwout, 
Phil. Swartwout, Jun. 
Geredus Swartwout, 
Isaac Van Tuilo, 
Joseph Westfork, 



ULSTER COUNTY. 

Ebenezer Halcomb, 
G. Vanin Wogen, 
William Cuddeback, 
Abraham Cuddeback, 
Eliphet Stevens, 



Joha. Stufflebane, Jr., Elisha Travis, 
James Blijard, Aldert Rosa 



Thomas Combs, 
James McCivers, 
Joseph Hubbard, 
John Thompson, 
Samuel Dealey, 
William Smith, 
John Harding, 
Nathan Cook, 
Joptithja Fuller, 
Ephraim Thomas, 
Hmdrey Elsworth, 
Joseph Thomas, 
Abraham McQuin, 
John Sybolt, 
Joseph Skinner, 
Joseph Arthur, 
., D ivid Wheeler, 
John Travis, 
John Travis, Jun., 
Daniel Decker, 



Adam Rivenbergb, 
E'i Strickland, 
David Gillaspy, 
Stephen Larney, 
John Stry, 
Jool Addams, 
Joseph ~5ri aw, 
George Gillaspy, 
Thomas Gillaspy, 
James Currcn, 
AbrabamJRosa^ 
Jacob "Rosa^ 
Henry Newkerk, 
Peter Simpson, 
Stephen Holcomb, 
Jonathan Miller, 
Danie l Woo dworth, 
Moses Roberts, 
Daniel Roberts, 
John Fugles, 
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Petrus Gumore, 
J. De Witt Gunmore, 
Daniel Van Fleet, Jr., 
Ezekiel Gumore, 
Jacob Van Inaway, 
Cornel. Van Inaway, 
Moses Depuc, Jun., 
Jacobus Cuddoback, 
Petrus Cuddeback, 
Elias Gumore, 
John Brooks, 
Elisha Barber, 
Jonathan Derus, 
Robert Comfort, 
David Dayly, 
Gershom Simpson, 
Joseph Rendal, 



Nathaniel Travis, 
Ezekiel Travis, 
Joseph Travis, 
Jeremiah Shaver, 
Joseph Ogden, 
David Daily, 
Daniel Walling, 
Daniel Walling, Jun., 
Rufus Stanton, 
Reuben Babbct, 
Matthew Terwilliger, 
Jonathan Wheeler, 
John Williams, 
Johannes Wash, 
Ephraim Forgison, 
Jacob Comfort, 
Jacob Stanton, 



Moses Miller, 
Elias Miller, 
Isaac Rosa, 
Abraham Smith, 
George J. Deneston, 
Asa Kimbal, 
Josiah Parks, 
Lonard Henery, 
Robert Milliken, 
John Gillaspy, 
Matthew Noely, 
Thomas Lake, 
Jonathan Barber, 
Jonathan Strickland, 
Zepheniah Holcomb, 
Samuel Patterson, 
Abraham Smedos. 



Committee Chamber, June 26, 1775. 
Sir : Pursuant to request, we return to you the Associa- 
tion, which" is unanimously signed by all the Freeholders 
and Inhabitants of our Precinct. Signed by order of the 
Committee : John Young, Chairman. 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Provincial 

Congress. 

SIGNERS IN HURLEY, ULSTER COUNTY. 



Johan. Hardenbergh, Benjamin Crispel, 
Dirck Wynkoop, John Van Deusen, 

Abr'ni Van Wagenen, Anthony Crispel, 
Cornelius Newkerk, Simon Lafaver, 
Jonannes D*u iSois, J. J. Van Wagenen 
Heugo Freer, Petrus Van Wage] 

Heyman Roosa, Petrus Wynkoop, 

GerrediYanWagener, Jacob Lafaver, 
Jacob Freer, Tun., Samuel Lafaver, 
Francis DeTavigne, of Abraham Crispel, 

Seilviel, Cornelius Cool, Jun. 

Cornelius Crispel, C. W. Elmendorph, 

Johannes TJIpnslian, Benjamin Sluyter, 
Sam'l Schoonmaker, Abraham Sluyter, 
Petrus P. Crispel, ~ 

Jacob JERJpois, -' un *> 

Jo, Van^Wagener. Jr., Benjamin H. Freer, 

Johan. De Limetter, Jonathan Freer, 



Hondricus Oosterhout, 
Gerret Konstapel, 
Petrus York, 
Ephraim Kyser, 
Abram Kyser, 
Petrus Van Wagenen, Jonetan Huchin, 
~ " Benjamin Newkerk, 

Zacharias Roosa, 
Cornelius Cool, 
Huybert Ostrander, 
Johannes Ostrander, 
Coen'dt Elmendorph, 
Jacobus Hardenbergh, 
Jacob Sluyter, 
Benj. j.Van Wagenen, Edward Bruin, 
Heugo J. Freer, David De Lametter, 



Hendrick Konstapel, 
Petrus Roosa, 
Egbert Roosa, 
John Winfiel, 
Petrus Crispel, Jun., 
John Clyn, 
Zacharias Sluyter, 
Hendrick Smith, 
Jacob Winfiel, 
Jacob H. Roosa, 
Johannes Suylant, 
Jacob Berger, 
Jacob Blanshan, 
Johannes, Wiclcr, 



Robert Masten, 
Daniel York, 
Jacob Krom, 
Cornelius Krom, 
Benjamin Winfiel, 
Jccimia Freer, 
Mat. Blanshan, Jun., 
John Borrow, 
Jacob Kyser, Jun., 
Coenradt Lafaver, 
John Davis, 
Elias Teerponning, 



Hue Borrow, 
Ger. Hardenbergh, Jr., 
Jan Van Deusen, 
Lucas Elmendorph, 
Cornel. D. Wynkoop, 
MatthewisTcn Eyck, 
Charles De Witt, 
A. Wynkoop, 
Matthys Blanjan, 
Petrus Crispell, 
Coenradt Newkerk, 
J. H. Van Wagenen, 
Abraham Krom, 
Yo. Van Wagenen, 



Samuel Burhans, Jun., Jacobus Conway. 



This is to certify that the persons whose names are con- 
tained in the within papers, being all the inhabitants of 
Hurley, have themselves, or by their order, subscribed to 
the AssQcjation within written. By order of the. Com- 
mittee. A. Wynkoop, Chairman. 

Hurley, July 6, 1775. 



SIGNERS IN ROCHESTER, ULSTER COUNTY. 

A. De Wftt.Esq., Peter Bruyn, Mathews Cr. Janson, 

Benjamin Hoornbeck, Peterus Scott, Tennis Janson, 

Johannes Bevier, Jr., PattConolly, Cornelius C. Janson, 

Ephraim Dupue, John Krom, Benjamin Janson, 

J. SchoQnmjiker, Peter Inderly, John Low, Jr., 

J. Schoonmaker Jr., Hartman Heyn, John Low, 

Hendriims if) qrnbeek, Frederick Wcstbrook, Daniel Wood, 
Jacobus Yan\Vagencn, Frederick Rosekrans, Zacharias Low, 
D. Romyn, Isaac Hoornbeck, J. D. Schoonmaker, 

Cornelius Dupue, Jonathan Westbrook, John Broadhead, 

Benjamin Kurtregth, Zacharias Rosekrans, Marinis Chambers, 
John Dupue, Henry Hoornbeek, Jr., John Janson, 

Benjamin Bevier, Tennis Oosterhout, Moses Depuy, 

J. G.Hardenberg, Esq.Tojaehem Dopuy, J. Van Dermerkin, 



Andrew Bevier, 

John SJeght, 
L. Scngjmmaker, 
Minna Fis her, 
Petrus ..ScJ^ojimaker, 
Philip Hoornbeck, 
Sylvester T5erby, 
Andrew JYVbJ to, 
Simon Dupue, 
Jacob us Oo sterhout, 
Elesa Roosak rancc, 
II. Ro osak ra nee, 



Peterus De Witt, Abraham Depuy, 

Lodewyck Hoornbeek, Simon Bevier, 
Hendvicus Oosterhout, Matthew Newkerk,Jr., 
Ephraim Depuy, Jr., Henry Broadhead, 



C. Van Wagenen, 
Jacob Barby, 
C. Hardenberg, 
Benj. Van Wagenen, 
John Sammons, 
Peterus Ennis, 
James Burck, 
John Scott, 



Cornelius Sehoonmak, Petrus Hendrickson, 
Frederick Vandemerk, John McBryd, 
Joel Hoornbeek, ~ 

Jaco bus W ynkoop, Coenradt Sealy. 
Moses Dupue, Jr., Jacobus J. Quick, 
Jacob-DVHoornbeek, Benjamin Ollegar, 
Corn elius Djo stgrhont, James Hill, 
JacobusBchoonmaker, Joris Janson, 



Benj. C. Newkerk, 
Abraham Bevier, 
Benjamin Gonsalus, 
Abraham Janson, 
Isaac Newkerk, 
Daniel McKindly, 
Reuben DeWitt, 
Mighcl Sax, 
Warren Hoornbeck, 
Andries Varuovy, 
J. D'W.Schoonmaker, Manuel Gonsalus, Jr., 
" " ' Richard Broadhead, 

Peter Cantine, 



Simeon De Witt, 

Henry Harp, 

John Schoonmaker, 

Jacob Tornor, 

D. Schoonmaker, Jr., Jacobus Quick, Jr., 

John Evans, Peter Harp, 

Chester Benjamin, John Harp, 

Dirck Westbrook, Edward Wood, 

Samuel Hoornbeek, Wm. Wood, Jr., 



F. Van Demerken, Martinns Blaerwater, 

Hartman Ennis, Gerrit C. Newkerk, 

Samuel Oosterhoudt, Henry De Witt, 

Corn. Oosterhoudt, Jonathan Vernovy, 



Michael Inderly, 
C. Hornbeek, Jr., 
Kryn Oosterhout, 
Art. Van Wagenen, 
John Kittle, 
Jacob Oosterhout, 
Andries Roodolf, 
Jacobus Divins, 
Samuel Gonsalus, 
Egbert De Witt, Jr., 
ftich. Simmerman, 
Wm. A. Do Witt, 
Hendricus Kittle, 
Jacob Baker, 
Lodewyck Seuly, 
Eliza Hoornbeek, 
Jacobus Chambers, 
Cornelius Chambers, 
Andries A. DeWitt. 
Jacob Bevier, 
John De Witt, 
Johannes Mack, 



Edward Wood, Jr., 
Peter Wood, 
Cornelius Janson, 
Thomas Mackke, 
Jacobus Depuy, 
Benjamin Bruyn, 
Abraham Heermans, 
Joseph Depuy, 



Peterus Vernovy, 
Mighel Besemer, 
Stephen DeWitt, 
John Bodly, 
William Davis, 
Jesse Bevier, 
Jacob Newker^ 
AVm. Do Witt, Jr., 
Jacob DeKitt, 
Jacobus Hendrickson, 
John Kelder, 
William Kelder, 
Solomon Krom, Jr., 



F. Van Demerkin, Jr., Wessel Vernovy, 



Jacob De Witt, 
Gloudy Middagh, 
Jeremiah Kittle, 
Arie Oosterhoudt, 
Johannes Oushem, 
Samuel Kersson, 
Philip Heyn, 



Alexander Katter, 
Thomas De Witt, 
Coenradt Bevier, 
Peter Sax, 
Benjamin Stanton, 
William Broadhead, 
Henry Simmerman, 



Ezekiel Oosterhoudt, Jerck De Witt L 



Jonathan Barly, 
Elias Merkel, 
James O'Bryen, 
J. Hoornbeek, Esq., 
William McDonnel, 



Johannes Hoornbeek, Elijah Benjamin, 



Benj'n Oosterhoudt, 
Coenradt Burger, 
J. Oosterhoudt, Jr. 
Egbert De Witt, 
John A. De Witt, 
John Van Wagenen, 



Abraham Kadegal, 
John Wood, 
Peter Helm, 
Nathan Vernovy, 
Cornelius Newkerk, 
Johannes Vernovy, 



Jacob Van Dermcrken, Wessel Vernovy, 
Arie Van Dermerken, Josiah Bevier, 
Aldert Oosterhout, 
Jacobus Van Etten, 
Jacob Smit, 



Henderick Quick, 



Abraham Klaerwater, Richard Davis, 



John McNcal, 
James Buyrus, 
Jacobus Bruyn, Jr., 
Dirck Hoornbeek, 
Benjamin Merkel, 
Nicolaes Burger, 
Jacobus Kortreght, 
John Mullen, 
Peterus Burger, 



Philip Quick, 

Cornelius Quick, 

Elias Hendrickson, 

Jacobus Scneck, 

Jacobus Bos, Jr., 

Ephraim Baker, 

Gysbert Krom, 

Coenradt A. Tiel, 

Barent Merkel, 
Matthews Kortreght, Jacobus Hendrickson, Henry Harp, Jr., 
Abraham Kortreght, Cornelius Hoornbeek, Jonas Hasbrouck, 



Jurry Mack, 
Lounereus Cortreght, 
Jacobus Fornaer, 
Benj. Van Wagenen, 
Harmanus Rosekrans, 
Solomon Krom, 
Joseph Krom, 
Andries Swcger, 
Cornelius Vernovy, 
Timothy Hotch, 
Jonannes Horton, 
Isaac Bevier, 
Solomon Bevier, 
Laurence Hoornbeek, 



Gideon Hoornbeck, 

Arthur Morris, 
Martin Burger, 
P. E. Oosterhoudt, 
Benjamin Depuy, 



Cornelius Cole, Jr., 
Thomas Porter, 
Benjamin Roosa, 
Jotham Schoonmaker, 
Daniel Schoonmaker. 



Isaac Roosa, 
Johannes Keyscr, 
Joseph Kelder, 
John Hays, Jr., 
George Scheafer, 

In pursuance of the Resolves of the Provincial Con- 
gress of the Colony of New- York, dated 29th Slay, 1775, 
we, the Committee of the Township of Rochester, in the 
County of Ulster, do hereby certify that the above List 
or Roll contains all the persons' names who have signed 
the General Association within trie Township aforesaid ; 
all which, with humble submission, we herewith return to 
said Provincial Congress. Dated at Rochester, 6th day 
of July, 1775. By order of the Committee : 

A. De Witt, Chairman. 

N. B. Eight of the above persons do reside in the Pre- 
cinct of Mamacoting, and belong to one of the Militia 
Companies of our Township. 



SIGNERS IN NEW-MARLBOROTTGH, ULSTER COUNTY. 



Joshua Thompson, 
Wm. Do Witt, 
Peter Colo, Jr., 



Benjamin Carpenter, 
Lewis Dubois, 
Joseph Mory, 
Jurian Mack ay, 
Gilbond Botton, 
Jacob Wood, 
John Woolsey, 
Bordewin Terepanny, 
Eleazer Frayer, 
Michael Wygant, 
Solomon Wareing, 
Richard Carpenter, 
Elijah Farris, 
Elijah Lewis, 
Henry Tor Boss, 
Silas Purdy; 
John Duffield, 
Wright Carpenter, 
William Martin, 
Durnee Rolyse, 
Christ. Ostrander, 
Henry Lockwood, 
John Polhemus, 
Stephen Purdy, 
Noah St. John, 
Daniel Polhemus, 
George Landy, 
Jacob Kent, 
William. Bloomer, 
Isaac Cropsie, 
John Bishop, 



Vrian Drake, 
Nath'l Goodspeed, 
Micajah Lewis, 
John Davis, 
Benjamin Huett, 
Peter Barrian, 
Abraham Quick, 
Abijali Perkins, M. D., 
Benj. Ely, M. D., 
Seth Perkins, M. D., 
Benj. J. Frayor, 
Lawrence Banker, 
Abraham Cooper, 
Stephen Case, 
Ichabod Williams, 
John Montgomery, 
Jacob De Groot, 
John MuTliner, 
Ananias Volentine, 
Zadock Lewis, 
Fiavius Waterman, 
James Pride, 
Jacob Daton, 
Joseph Caverty, 
Nathaniel Plumsh, 
Ebcnczer St. John, 
Samuel Mackey, 
Gil bert Bloomer, 
Joseph Bloomer, Jr., 
William Stanton, 
Andrew Young, 



David Mackey, 
Abraham Deano, 
Bartholomew Bakor, 
George Williams, 
David Martin, 
Abraham Lane, 
George Lane, 
Henry Farris, 
Allen Lester, 
John Ares, 
Nathaniel Harcourt, 
John Wygant, 
James Wheeler, 
John Quick, 
Thomas Quick, 
Israel Tuthill, 
Jeriah Rhods, 
Jesse Wheeler, 
Oliver Wheeler, 
Job St. John, 
Jonathan Woolsey, 
George Stanton, 
Daniel Bloomer, 
Job Wood, 
John Farman, 
Nowell Farman, 
Isaac Rowle, 
Daniel Knolt on, 
Peter Caverty, 
James Hunter, 
Nathaniel Mills, 
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Josiah Lockrad, 
Benjamin Dusenbury, 
Isaac Dyo, 
Daniel McQuin, 
Janter Willidge, 
Truelligcr, Jr., 
William Relyee, 
Marcus Ostrander, 
Joshua IiOckwood, 
Jacob Terepanny, 
John Terepanny, 
Joseph Gee, 
Simon Relyee, Jr., 
Stephen Seymour, 
Josiah Baker, 
John Baker, 
Moses Carey, 
Bartholomew Bacon, 
George Williams, 
John Sihurdt, 
James Filkins, 
George Hallett, 
Thomas Quick, Jr., 
William Caverly, 
William Quick, 
Henry Decker, 
Terrett Lester, 
James Merritt, 
William Purdy, 
Henry Hide, 
William Pembroke, 
Elijah Gardner, 
John Bond, 
John Knowlton, 
John Scott, 
John Mackey, 
Matthew Wygant, 
Samuel Abbe, 
Andrew Ares, 
Alexander Cropsie, 
Samuel Hannah, 
David McMin, 
Andrew Cropsie, 
Thomas Silkworth, 
Joseph Carpenter, 
Pharaoh Latting, 



John Lester, 
David Brush, 
John Wilson, 
William Woolsey, 
William Hollister, 
Philip Aires, 
Henry Jones, 
Joseph Wells, 
John Wygant, Jr., 
Benjamin Stead, 
Henry Simpson, 
Adam Cropsie, 
George Woolsey, 
Eneas Quimby, 
Samuel St. John, 
Abraham Bee, 
Richard Woolsey, 
Wm. Van Blarciom, 
Adam St. John, 
James Jackson, 
Abel Barnum, 
William Ostrander, 
Adam Caser, 
Simon Relyee, Jr., 
Jonathan Tuttle, 
James Owen, 
Peter Looge, 
Abraham Mabee, 
Benjamin Comfort, 
Israel Tomkins, 
Hugo Scutt, 
Abraham Scutt, 
William Scutt, 
Hobert Everitt, 
Mctevus Finin, 
John Smith, 
Alex. Mackey, Jr., 
Philip Caverty, 
Daniel Gilderslecve, 
Matthew St. John, 
IsaacVan Bunschoten, 
Petrus Ostrander, 
Nathaniel Kitsey, 
Alex. Mackey, Sen., 
Zephaniah Woolsey, 
Josiah St. John, 



Jesse Farechild, 
Nathaniel Hull, 
John Nail, 
Charles Mackey, 
Charles Mackey, Jr., 
Nathaniel Quimby, 
Benjamin Woolsey, 
Samuel Hull, Jr., 
Nathaniel Hull, Jr., 
John Huett, 
Thomas Pembroko, 
John Lester, 
Gideon Ostrander, 
Hendrick Deyo, Jr., 
Daniel Ostrander, 
Garrett Benschoter, 
George Piatt, 
Herman Chase, 
Abraham Losson, 
Hendrick House, 
Durnee S. Relyee, 
Francis Gaine, 
James Waring, 
Daniel Robertson, 
Nehemiah Smith, 
Walter Comfort, 
Joseph Bloomer, 
Jonathan Lily, 
Caleb Merritt, 
Thomas Merritt, 
Gabriel Merritt, 
Jacob Cannaff, 
L3vi Quimby, 
James Quimby, 
Thomas Wygant, 
William Dusnnberry, 
Jonathan Terepanny, 
David Ostrander, 
Thomas Mackey, 
Henry Dcyo, Sen., 
Daniel Cook, Jr., 
Henry Scott, 
William Wygant, 
David Merritt, 
Josiah Merritt, 
James Van Blarciom. 



Jacob Aldrich, 
John Satterby, 



Thomas Mapes, 
Jonas Bellows, 



James Pindel, 
James Harrad. 



New-Marlborough, Ulster County, July 11, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Agreeable to your Resolution of the 29th 
of May last, we, the Committee of New-Marlborough, 
have endeavoured that every individual inhabitant of this 
Precinct should have the offer to sign the Association ; 
and having done it accordingly, do now return a List of the 
signers who voluntarily subscribed, and also those who 
refused to sign said Association. 

And are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants, 

Benj. Carpenter, Chairman. 
Azariah Perkins, Clerk. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 

SIGNERS IN WEATHER5FIELD. 

Eliphalet Spafford, Timothy Parkhurst, William Dean, Jr., 

Hilkiah Grout, Benoni Tuttle, John Hatch, 

Samuel Douglass, Jonah Blackslee, Josiah Hatch, 

Joseph Douglass/ Aaron Aahster, Moses Blackslee, 

Jonathan Newton, Samuel Grixson Allin, Israel Burllinggame, 

Gershom Tuttle, Oliver Kidder, William TJpham, 

Jacob Gacheill, Edward Grannis, Asa Grout. 

Those men that refused to sign the Association Agree- 
ment are as follows: John Marsh, Joseph Marsh, John 
Marsh, Jun. Signed by order of the Committee of Safety 
of Wcathersfield. Hilkiah Grout. 

SIGNERS IN ORANGE COUNTY. 



Alexander Smith, 
Phine as Rumse y, 
William Heard, 
Phineas Heard, 
Joseph CbhkTmg, 
Benjamin Harlow, 
Jonathan Horton, 
George Duryee, 
Joshua Reeve, 
John Case, 
John Ketchum, Jun., 
Obadiah Helms, 
William Hubrjard, 
Joseph Dickson, 
Daniel Tooker, 
Garrett Duryee, 
David Godfrey, 
Isaiah Smith, 
David Youngs, 
Silas Peirson, 
Silas Horton,~ 
Willia m Les ly, 
■Times Miller, 
WilliYirTSattirBy, ~ 
David Rumscy, 



Gideon Salmon, 
Phineas Salmon, 
John Meeker, 
Joseph Browne, 
Joseph Drake, 
Saml. Haines Smith, 
John Brown, 
Divid Horton, 
Increase Wyman, 
Silas Horton, 
Solomon Smith, 
Jonathan Smith, 
John Cravens, 
John King, 
John_Barker, 
Ezra Keeler, 
Cuppe Brooks, 
Moses Carpenter, 
James Aspell, 
Samuel Wickham, 
JoshuaCLorey, 
John Corey, 
Z^pTianTah Huff, 
William Marshal, 
James Mapos, 



Charles Tooker, 
John Pain, 
Daniel Paine, 
Joseph Case, 
Benjamin Macveagh, 
John Budd, 
Willom Horton, 
William Warne, 
Hezekiah Warne, 
Christo. Springsteen, 
Joshua Brown, 
Joshua Brown, Jun., 
Hezekiah Watkins, 
Ziba Owen, 
Daniel Reeve, 
James Manne, 
Jonathan Jayre, 
William Forbes, 
John Bull, 
Richard Bull, 
Caleb Coleman, 
Coleman Curtis, 
David Rogers, 
David Jones, 
Jeremiah Butter, 



Names of those who refuse to sign this Association : Isaac 
Bull, John Myers. 

SIGNERS IN GOSHEN, ORANGE COUNTY, JUNE 8, 1775. 

Henry Wisner, Joseph McCane, William Kerby, 

Joel Cross, — . . — 



Francis Baird, 
John Minthorn, 
Thomas Goldsmith, 
Stephen Lswis, 
Abram Chandler, 
Jacobus Bartholf, 
Nathaniel Minthorn, 
Jacobus Larne, 
Giliam Bartholf, 
Gamaliel Tansdell, 
Jacob Demarest, 
Abram Dolsen, Jun., 
Isaac Dolsen, 
Andrew Christy, 
Hendrick Bartholf, 
Peter Bartholf, 
Joseph Todd, 
John Bigger, 
Elijah Doan, 
Cornelius Decker, 
David Demarest, 
Reuben Hall, 
James Smith, 
John Denton, 
Solomon Carpenter, 
John Carvey, 
Cornelius Vanosdale, 
Samuel Jones, 
Peter Gale, 
Israel Wells, 
Michael Carpenter, 
Stephen Meeker, 
Daniel Carpenter, 
Samuel Webb, 
Joseph Smith, 
Samuel Carpenter, 
John Owen, 
Thomas McCain, 
Peter Aunant, 
Benjamin Duning, 
Samuel Smith, 
James Ball, 
William Cimber, 
Jacob Duning, 
Jere. S. Conckling, 
Gilbert Bradner, 
Joshua Davis, 
William Howard, 
Jacob Finch, 
John Williams, 
James Dollen, 
Hedloy Spencer, 
Isaac Dollen, 
Richard Jones, 
William Wallworth, 
Silas Stewart, 
Henry Smith, 
John Boyle, 
Benjamin Carpenter, 
John Finch, 
Michal Croleman, 
Squire Whitaker, 
Bloses Smith, 
Abraham Harding, 
Silas Hults, 
Rob't Thompson, Jr., 
Henry David, Jr., 
Jonathan David, 
Elisha Hults, 
George Little, 
Benjamin Smith, 
James Knap, 
James Thompson, 
Samuel Cooley, 
Jeremiah Smith, Sr., 
Jonathan Cooly, 
John Ferger, 
Amos Woolcocks, 
John Whitaker, 
David Kendle, 
Jacamiah Ferger, 
Nathaniel Mathers, 
Tuman Wollen, 
Martin Myer, 
Benjamin Forgesson, 
Samuel Cole, 
Joseph Eliot, 
Joshua Smith, 
John Eliot, 
Ebenezer Beer, 
Elijah Tuman, 
David Moore, 



Samuel Bartholf, 
Samuel Demarest, 
Joshua Weeks, 
Henry Reemer, 
John Hopper, 
Benjamin Currie, 
Robert McCane, 
William Wisner, 
Joseph Currie, 
Amos Hurbbs, 
Jabez Finch, 
James Ramsey, 
Thomas Beckers, 
Philip Burroughs, 
Reuben Hall, Jun., 
Corinus Bartholf, 



Benjamin Demerest, 
Peter Demerest, 
Henry Clark, 
Orinus Bartholf, 
James Bartholf, 
Philip Redrick, 
Henry Bartholf, 
Abm. Dolsen, Sen., 
William McCane, 
James McCane, 
David Demerest, 
Jacob Demerest, 
John Kinman, 
Benjamin Atwood, 
Martha McConnely, 
William King, 
Gilbert Howel, 



Gilian Bartholf, Jun., WillianV Horton, 



Stephen Bartholf, 
Thomas Eagles, 
Jacob Fegats, 
Oliver Heady, 
Jeremiah Smith, Jr., 
Joseph Allison, 
Michael Allison, 
Richard Sheridan, 
James Allison, 
Amos Smith, 
Jonathan Owen, 
Matthias Carvey, 
John Carvey, 
Joshua Wells, 
William Carpenter, 
Cesper Writer, 
Josiah Seeby, 
Francis Myanjey, 
Woight Smith, 
Jonas Wood, 
Caleb Goldsmith, 
David Linch, 
Caleb Smith, 
Obadiah Smith, 
Benjamin Gabrelis, 
David Shephard, 
Thomas Wood, 
Zephaniah Drake, 
Increase Matthews, 
Peter Miller, 
John Vancleft, 
James Gardner, 
Robert Thomson, 
Israel Halley, 
John Little, 
Matthew Dilling, 
William Sealy, 
James Reaves, 
James Little, Jun., 
John Vancleft, Jun., 
John Knap, 
Benjamin Whitaker, 
David Cooley, Jun M 
Jonathan Corny, 
Henry David, 
Nicolas Vantassel, 
Saven Trasey, 
Solomon Trasey, 
Solomon Rowe, 
Samuel Finch, 
Samuel Reed, 
Solomon Hoff, 
William Hoff, 
John Kimbell, 
Elias Oldfield, 
Landrine Eggers, 
Solomon Finch, 
Benjamin Wallworth, 
James Master, 
William Morris, 
Daniel Rosegront, 
James Cleark, 
John Cannady, 
John Davis, 
Mical Duning, 
Joseph Wilson, 
David Jjowren, 
James Scoonever, 
James Steward, 
Moses Whitehead, 
Joseph Steward, 
John Myars, 
John Morroson, 
James Stewart, 



Abraham Springsteen,Joseph Coleman, 



Samuel Maffet, 
Nathaniel Tuthill, 
Capt. Nathaniel Roe, 
Lieut. John Jackson, 
Lieut. John Wood, 
Eusign Danl. Drake, 



Jonathan Coleman, 
Joseph Coleman, 
John Clark, 
John Fcigles, 
David Stephans, 
Jeremiah Trickey, 



Philip Horton, 
Christopher Deker, 
James McCane, 
Isaac Hoadly, 
Nathan Arnout, 
Benjamin Carpenter, 
John Thompson, 
William Little, 
Henry Sams, 
Thomas Gale, 
Caleb Smith, 
Samuel Knap, 
Charles Webb, 
Stephen Smith, 
Rulif Van Brunt, 
Samuel Chandler, 
Peter Arnout, 
Samuel Sawyer, 
John Conner, 
Matthew, Howell, 
Matthew Howell, Jr., 
Jeremiah Oakley, 
Timothy Smith, 
Peter Mann, 
Daniel Coley, Jun., 
Anthony Dobbin, 
Isaac Dolson,JTun., 
Thomas Angel, 
John^ Smithy 
William Huff, 
Isaac Tracey, 
Jonathan Rawson, 
Jacob Cole, 
Elijah Egars, 
William Reed, 
Edward David, Jun., 
James Hulce, 
Daniel David, 
William Egger, 
Daniel Egger, 
Mark Chambers, 
Richard Halsted, 
David Cooly, 
John Carpenter Smith, 
Anning Owen, 
Nathaniel Cooley, 
Jacob Hulse, 
Joseph Oldfield, 
Joseph Halsted, 
Nathan Roberts, 
Sallier David, 
Edward David, 
John David, 
John Shepherd, 
John Shepherd, 
Michal Halsted, 
John Gerner, 
Gershom Owen, 
Jacob Cole, 
Hezekiah Lowren, 
Samuel Westbrook, 
George Cimble, 
Anthony Westbrook, 
Nathan Pem bleton. 
William Dill, 
Benjamin Cole, 
Joshua Hill, 
Christopher Myas, 
James Steward, 
Daniel Myas, 
Elias Clark, 
Cornelius Myas, 
Abraham Johnston, 
Alexander Campbell, 
Stephen Conkling, 
Phineas^Caser, 
Elihu Horton, 
Daniel Caser. 
Abel Jackson, 
Richard Allison, 
Matthew Terrel, 
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Nathaniel Knap, Jr., 
Daniel Hall, 
Andrew Miller, 
James Pershall, 
John Kirmer, 
Asa Vail, 

Anthony Swartwood, 
Benjamin Hallsted, 
Bezalial Seely, 
Benjamin Jackson, 
David Miller, 
Francis Gillo, 
George Howell, 
Henry D obb in, 
John McDowell, 
James Mosier, 
Jonathan Halleck, 
James Kinner, 
Peter Townsend, 
John MilTer, 
Joshua Hallock, 
John Gardner, 
John Rhodes, 
John Mory, 



Michael Brooks, 
Joseph Chilson, 
Nathan Baily, 
Nathaniel Baily, 
Solomon Smith, 
Thomas Denton, 
Silas Hally, 
Benjamin Dunning, 
Zephaniah Kely, 
Asa Dcrba, 
Daniel Hally, 
Samuel Satterby, 
Moses Clark, 
Joshua Drake, 
William Vail, 
William Helms, 
Wait Smith, 
James Hambelton, 
James Miller, 
Stephen Jackson, 
Joseph Beckas, 
Isaac Smith, 
Cain Mehany, 
Jacobus Tid, 



Samuel Harman, 
Bonjamin Hill 
Ebenezer Hally, 
Jabes Knap, 
Nathaniel Allison, 
Nathl. Knap, Jr., 
Hugh Fulton, 
William Knap, 
Joshua Howell, 
Samuel Titus, 
Gilbert Aldridge, 
David Mapes, 
Joshua Hubart, 
Oliver Smith, 
William Kinner, 
David Howel, Jr., 
John Armstrong, 
Zaccheus Horton, 
Peter Barlow, 
John Howell, 
John Baily, 
Phineas Farshall, 
Joshua Wells. 



Daniel Donlon, 
John Roe, 
AlexanderJackson, 
Jonas Denton, 
Joseph Grummon, 
Dan iel Ha lly. 

Jo hn Ttinner . 

faa aclihodes. 

Barnabas Horton, 
WilHarnT^jlJertori, 



Amariah Fuller, 
James Forgas, 
Alexander Coye, 
WiUiam_Charnbers, 
Samuel Baily, 
Isaac Cooly, 
Abijah Yoberton, 
Isaac Rhodes, Jr., 
Charles Durland, 
James Smith, 
William Drake., 
John Springsteed, 
James Drake, 
William Jackson. 



Exempts. 

David Benjamin, 

Oliver Arnold, 

Thomas Beeacli, 

Hugh Dobben, 

Jonathan Archey, 

Henry Jayne, 

Uriah Satterlee, 

Nathaniel Sulten, 

Richard Green, 

Hoape Roads, 

Nehe miah Ca rpenter, Gilbert V. Honed, 
Samuel Wells, James Hannes, 

Ant'y Swartwout^Sr., Jacob Swartwout, 
James" HoweUT Jesse Owen, 

Nathan Baily, 

Non-signers, or such as refuse to sign : Daniel Wood, 
Abner Wood, Isaac Aylie, Jacobus Demerest, Jun., Ja- 
cobus Demerest, Eliphalet Wood, George Wood, David 
Jones, William Wickham, Colvill Shepherd, Charles Bran- 
non, Tu nV, Char les Brannon, Matthew Dillon, Nehemiah 
Baily, David Howell, John Newberry, Ede Netvberry, 
Christopher Springsteed. 



•-■■ JJlGNEfiS IN CORNWALL, ORANGE COUNTY. 

John BrIwiJej-7 Jun., John McWhorter, Daniel Deven, 

Silas Benjamin, Jun., Roger Barton, Abraham Loee, 

James"Jr^ffl L Samuel Ketcham, Samuel Ketcham, Jr., 

Benjamin tester, Josiah Pell, Benj. Ketcham, Jun., 

BrewsfexHeTIrie, John Pell, Jun., Benjamin Ketcham, 

Joab Coleman^ Obadiah Thorn, John Maps, 

Smith. C HarkT Eleazer Youmans, Joseph Morrell, 

ThomafTKjrE," " Stephen Youmans, Joseph Ketcham, 

Williain Brown, Solomon Sheldon, David Beggs, 

Asahel Coleman, Abr'm Kotcham, Timothy Brewster, 

Phineijs Hghnes, Samuel Mapes, Isaac Brown, 

Silas,^ " John Marvin, Jesse Teed, 

Silas Tonngs, Jun., Thomas Clark, Jun., Benjamin Budd, 

SamueTT Tacke t. _ Justis Stevens, James Davidson, 

Reuben Youngs, David Stevens, Bn. Craft, 

Micah'CoTeman, Jonathan Stevens, Nathaniel Sayre, Jr., 

EphralhTCTark, Jonathan Hallack, David Clark, 

Abimael Youngs, Jr.. John Pecham, Richard Drake, 

John Smith . John Burges, AbsoIenvTownsend, 

Benjamin Maps, William Hunter, Silas Benjamin, 

BethueOIaps, Archibald Little, Jr., John Benjamin, 

Isaac Cooley. Jonas Seely, Barnabas "Many, 

Gersfiom Clark, Daniel Mapes, James Hall, 

John C.allay, Patrick Odey, Silas HaJh 

Patrick Cashaday, Smith Mapes, John Kelley, 

Timothy tittle, Isaiah Mapes, Luther Stuart, 

James Little, Israel Hodges, James Sayre, Jun., 

Thomas JJuTTivan, Samuel Knights, John Sayre, 

Jeremiairfiowen. Isaiah Howell, Aaron Howell, 

Jos^phWiicox, Samuel Seely, John W. Clarke, 

Timothy Smith, Jun., Israel Seely, Paul Howell, 

Thaddeus Seely, James Sayre, Silas Howell, 

Goorge Bait man , Nathaniel Seely, John Carpenter, 

RichaMJHoniman, Nathaniel Seely, Jr., Benjamin Carpenter, 

Benjamin Gregory, N athan Marvin, Birdseye Young, 

Josiali Seely, Isaac Cooley, Jun., Tithy Carpenter, 

Nehemujjrciark, Samuel Gibson, Joseph Carpenter, Jr., 

William Nicholson, Jesse Marvin, Aaron Howell, Jun., 

John McCarty, Jesse Seely, William King, 

John 'Seely, Solomon Little, Isaac Bower, 

Silvanus White, Jeremiah Clark, Bezaleel Seely, 

John Wood, Jesse Woodhull, Elijah Hedson, 

James Peters, Joseph Wood, Samuel Moffat, Jun., 

Daniel Coleman, Nathan Brewster, Robert Greasy 

Thomas MofTat, Obadiah Smith, Thaddeus Oolay, 

Jame s M atthews, Archibald Little, Hugh Mury, 

John .Brewster, Jonathan Brooks, Samuel Bartlet, 

Samuel .Smith, Nathaniel Satterby, Wm, McLaughlin, 

Willi am R ae^ Stephen Gilbert, Dennis Colley, 

Christopher Vanduzer, Elihu Marvin, William Dwen, 

David Mandovil, Seth Marvin, Nanjad Curtise, 

Isaac Yanduz er. Jr., Elihu Marvin, Jun., SilvanurSayles, 

Joseph Smith, Hezeluah Howell, Jr., Silas Coleman, ~ 

Vincent Matthews, Patrick McLaughlin, Elijah Green, 



Matthew Sweny, 
Hugh Gregg, 
Jonathan Tuthill, 
Isaac Brewster, 
Francis Tuthill, 
Francis Drake, 
Ebenezer Woodhull, 
Charick Vanduzen, 
Zachariah Dubois, 
Nathaniel Strong, 
Azariah Martin, 
Francis Brewster, 
Daniel Tuthill, 
Abraham Butler, 
John McClean, 
Maurice Hearen, 
Zachariah Burwell, 
Joshua Burwell, 
Austin Smith, 
Joseph Lamoureux, 
James Smith, 
Henry Dier, Sen., 
Joseph Raeder, 
John Reeder, 
William Reeder, 
Joseph Reeder, Jr., 
Josiah Reeder, 
Eleazer Taylor, 
Peter Reeder, 
Stephen Reader, 
Jacob Reeder, 
Silas Peirson, 
Silas Peirson, Jr., 
Richard Coleman, 
Francis Drake, 
Benoni Brock, 
Justis Hulse, 
Stephen Howell, 
William Bradley, 
Nathaniel Pease, 
Charles Howell, 
E. Tailer, 
Williain Cook, 
Thomas Chatfield, 
James Wilkins, 
Stephen Sayles, 
William Moffet, 
Isaac MofFet, 
John MofLt, 
Daniel Smith, 
Francis Vantine, 
Daniel Jones, 
Alexander Sutton, 
Thomas Lenington, 
John Brooks, 
Samuel Smith, 
Thomas Smith, 
Jesse Brewster, 
Joseph Chandler, 
John Moffat, 
Michael Kelly, 
Jacob White, 
William Gregg, 
John Leonard, 
Joshua Philby, 
Silvanus Bishop, 
Lewis Donnovan, 
Benjamin Corey, 
Samuel Smith, 
John Close, 
Frederick Tobias, 
John Faren, 
John Pride, 
Gilbert Weeks, 
Isaac Vandusen, 3d, 
Joseph Collings, 
Thomas Collings, 
.Nathan Birchard, 
Zebulon Birchard, 
John Lightbody, 
Gabriel Lightbody, 
Isaac Lightbody, 
Andrew Lightbody, 
James Lightbody, 
James Moore, 
Benjamin Thome, 
John Parker, 
Daniel Thorne, 



Hozckiah Howell, James Huff, 
Samuel Moffat, Stephen Hulse, 

Thomas Hulse, George Whitacro 

Richard Collingwood, Daniel Curtis, 



Silvanus Halsoy, 

Selah Satterlee, 

Joel Tuthill, 

Henry Brewster, 

Samuel Tuthill, 

Thomas Horton, 

Stephen Halsey, 

James Halsey, 

Hanes Bartlett, 

Reuben Taber, 

Joshua Sandstar, 

Jacob Brown, 

Solomon Cornwell, 

Isaac Lamoureux, 

John Lamoureux, 

John.J^imqureux, 

John Earll, 

Peter Earll, 

Samuel Reeder, 

Abraham Cooly, 
Sicah Tucker, 
George Evrson, 
Thomas Everson, 
John W. tuthill, 
Joseph Davis, 
Nathaniel J_ayne, 
Stephen Jayne, 
Daniel Jayne, 
Joseph Hildreth, 
Philip Miller, 
Reuben Tucker, 
Adam Miller, 
John Carpenter, 
Elijah Carpenter, 
William Carpenter, 
David Wilson, 
Peter Lowric, 
Elisha Smith, 
Isaac Tobias, 
David Bloomfield, 
Gilbert "Roberts, 
Joseph Halstead, 
Aaron De^Jrauw, 
Lawrence Fargnsrm, 
Jonathan Dubois, 
Amos Wood, 
Daniel Harrison, 
Thomas Poicy, 
JohnJWuTiams, 
Daniel MHIer, 
Thomas Herley, 
Togidah Dickens, 
Joseph Gold, 
Zaccheus Horton, 
Samuel^ Howard, 
William Howard, 
Henry Dafonport, 
Israel Osmun, 
Ezekiel Osmun, 
Francis Bou rk, 
Jonas Garrison, 
Samuel Robbcns, 
William Bedall, 
John Dayncs, 
Henry Hall, 
Thomas Smith, 
Aaron Miller, 
John Miller, 
Williain Coper, 
Samuel Lows, 
Jacop Lows, 
Arch, Cunningham, 
Jacop Comten, Jun., 
Jacop Comt.en, 
Thomas Cooper, 
James Galloway, 
Tobias Wagent, 
William Clark, 
Abner Thorp, 
James Lous, 
Abraham Sneden, 
John Johnson, 
Nathel Bigs, 
Adam Belsher, 



Eleazer Lusc, 
Henry Mapes, 
Nathan Strong, 
Benjamin Tuthill, 
Timothy Corwin, 
Honry Brewster, Jr., 
Peter Lamoureux, 
Luke Lamoureux, 
Peter Lamoureux, Jr., 
Solomon Servis, 
James Ludis, 
Joseph Vannote, 
Richard Earll, 
Daniel Rumsey, 
Benjamin Earll, 
William Conckling, 
John Tuthill, 
John Brook, 
John Bran, 
William Ovens, 
Neal Anderson, 
Robert Brock, 
William Bartlet, 
James Mitchell, 
Neal Anderson, 
James Stought, 
James Overton, 
Benjamin Jayne, 
John Carpenter, 

Moses Strain, 
Joseph Petterson, 

James McClughin, 

Calep Ashley, 

Thomas Gregg, 

William Hooge, 

Benjamin Chidester, 

Jacob Vanduzer, 

James McGuffaek, 
Jacob Devo, 
Andrew Stuart, 

Silas C rcrwin , 

Thomas Willct, 

Henry Atwood, 

Isaac Vanduzer, 

Thom as Linc h, 

Samuel Strong, 

William Aynes, 

George Galloway, 

Thomas Oliver, 

Oen Npbjcn, 

John Smith, 

John Car, 

Edward Robben, 

Dariah Stage, 

Garret Miller, 

Isaac Horton, 

Garret Willem, Jun., 

David Causter, 

Hugh McDonel, 

William Horton, 

Joshua Miller, 

James Wilks, 

James W T ilks, Jun., 

Richard Wilks, 

Benj. Miller, 

James Miller, 

Asa Buck, 

William Bell, 

Zophar Head, 

John Hall, 

William Tomson, 

Robert Miller, 

Benjamin Callay, 

John J ohnson . 

John McKolvy, 

Henry Dier, 

John Waggon, 

John Wagent, 

Benjamin Goldsmith, 

Joseph Miller, 
William Comten, 

Philip Robben, 

Joseph Stevens, 

Timothy Oens, 



Arche. Conchain, Jr., Samuel Hall, 



Robert Haight, 
Timothy Wood, 

Non-signers : Isaac Howell, Thomas Coleman, Samuel 
Rockwell, John Veltman, Silas Baglcy, James Jurdin, 
Robert McAdew, Josiah Gilbert, Ebenezer Seely, Tho- 
mas Coin, Isaiah Reeve, Simon Rumsey, William Word, 
John McCoy, Theophilus Wood, Thomas Brigs, Benja- 
min JLeveredge, Oliver Paterson, Soucl Smith, __James 
Smith, George Leonard, Hop. Smith, Sol. Tomson, David 
Smith, Aaron Cunningham, John Dave. 

Cornwall Precinct, July 8, T775. 

Gentlemen: The Committee of this Precinct have, 
according to the Resolve of your honourable Board of the 
29th of May last, offered the Association to_every TJerspn 
within their limits that they could, and that were proper 
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subjects to offer it to, and have here enclosed it, signed by 

a large majority. The non-signers are entered on the 

backs of the papers. 

By order of the Committee : 

Thomas Moffat, Cleric. 

The Hon. P. V. B. Livingston, President of the Hon- 
ourable Provincial Congress, now sitting in New- York, 
or, in his absence, to the President^wo tern. 

SIGNERS IN ORANGE COUNTY. 



Thomas Smith, 
John Jee, 
Matthias Tyson, 
Silas Reynolds, 
John Arkils, 
Vincent Helme, 
John Woolly, 
John Earll, Jun., 
James Arnold, 
Peter Stevens, 
Daniel Standley, 
Daniel Ada ms, 
William Obadge, 
James Unels, 
Patrick Ford, 
John Boucke, 
Amos Miller, 
William Miller, 
Amos Mills, 
John Barton, 
Silas Mills, Jun., 
Charles Field, 
Jonas Smith, 
Henry Mandeville, 
Jacob Mandevill e. 
Francis Mandeville, 
Francis.Piurnested, 
Samuel Wliitmore, 
Amos Whitmore, 



David Miller, 
Peter Reynolds, 
Thomas Powcl, 
Benjamin Pringlc, 
Zabud June, 
Henry Cunningham, 
Daniel Prindlo, 
Enos Prindle, 
Francis Smith, 
Thomas Daarin, 
Henry Reynolds, 
David June, 
Oliver Devenport, 
Jeremiah Fowler, 
Richard Sheldon, 
Chester Adams, 
Martin Clark, 
John Celley, 
Joseph Canfield, 
Benjamin Canfield, 
John Canfield, 
L. Canfield, 
Richard Langdon, 
Stephen Peet, 
John Crouckhite, 
Andrew Sherwood, 
William Sherwood, 
Cornwcll Sands, 
Stephen C. Clark, 



Andrew Southerland. Joseph Plumfield, 
James So utherlan d. Reuben Clark, 
David Southerland, 3d, Joh_n_Wood, 



Alex. So utherlan d. 
John Southerland. 
David SoutherTahd, 
George Everit, 



Nathan June, 
Thomas Lamareux, 
Micah Seaman, 
Fanton Horn, 
James Tuttle, 
Thomas Devenport, 
Oliver Deve nport, 
Robert Devenport, 
John Florence, 
Francis Miller, 
Thomas Gilbert, 
Jonathan Earll, 
John Hainan, 
Alexander Johnson, 
Samuel Earll, 
Gideon Florence, 
Alexander Galloway, 
Samuel Raymond, 
Uriah Wood, 
Amos Wood, 
Benjamin Wood, 
John Wood, 3d, 
Daniel Wood, 
Joseph Cupper, 
Jose ph Can field , Jun ., 
Francis Wfil ton, 
John J. Hammond, 
Solomon Siles, 
William Duglas, 
Patrick McDonell, 
Elijah Barton, 
Benj. Quackenbush, 
William W hite , 
James Scoldfield, 
Thomas Porter, 
Jacob Vanduzer. 



Stephen Wood, 
Amos Pains, 
Uriah Crawford, 
John Samson, 

List of those that refused to sign : David Sands, Nathan- 
iel Sands, Benjamin Darling, Moses Clark, Langford 
Thorn, William Roley. 



SIGNERS IN HATERSTRA-VV PRECINCT, 

Robert Burns, Thomas Allison, 

Joseph Knap, Henry Hallsted, 

David Vja, Harmanus Hoofman, 

John Coleman, Harmanus Felter, 

John Coe, Johannes Deremest, 

Robert Johnson, James Hannah, 

Arry Smith, Thomas Dolphen, 

John Lent, William Bell, 

Walter Smith, Abraham Polhemus, 

Jacob Polhemus, Peter Snyder, 

John Smith, Abraham . Blawvelt, 

Walter Cure, Edward Cane, 

Andrew Onderdonk, Ram Ramson, 

George Polhemus, Matthew Coe, 

Cornelius Paulding. Peter Salter, 

Abraham Ackers on. Stephen Stephenson, 

Thtmi e' Snedeker . Thunis Tallman, 

Dowey Tallman, Andrew Onderdonk, 

John Wallace, William Siringham, 

Nathaniel Bannore, Garret Paulding, 

Thomas Monill, Thunis Ramson, 

David. Hool'man, James Thene, 

Garret Cole, Jacob Archer, 
Nathaniel Towenson, Joseph Seamonds, 

Peter Salter, Dawey Tallman, 

Joseph Wood, Jr., Aqrt Polhemus, 

Harma ims Tallm an, Jaco bus D . Clark, 

James Paul. George Tiamsori, 
Jeremi ah W illiamson, Luke Stephenson, 

Jacob Mayers, Jobair Lawery, 

ThiinTs Rams on. Cob ar D. Clark, 

Dfirick Vand e rbjlt, Daniel D. Clark, 

Isaac Dutcher, Johannes Jenwie, 

John Feltar, Thunis Tallman, 

Johan nes Ramso n . Samuel Wilson, 

William "Felte r. Henry Tenure, Sen., 

Thtrhis Tall m an. Jacob Tenure, 

Abraham Tallman, Leonard Bayle, 

Ebene ief Woo d. Thomas Jacks, 

John Wallace, Cobbas Clark, ~~~ 

Stephen Stephenson, Thomas Wilson, 

John Fer rahd . Gilbert Fowler, 

Garret Mayers, PeteL Ester ly, 

Abraham The w, Abr aham'S tag, Jr., 

Jairre's'Sharp. Jacob Scacor, 

Theod oras Snede ker. Isaa c Sea cord, 

JanTg jrKelly, Jonah Wood, 

John Brush, AurtZArnorman, 

Garret Van Cleft, Thomas Osborn, 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 



, orange county. 

John Toten, 
John Toten, Jr., 
Robert Ackley, 
Richard Osborn, 
Thomas Dickings, 
William Derunde, 
John Dunscombe, 
Abel Knapp, 
Jerod Knapp, 
Jobair Knapp, 
Thomas Gilfon, 
Alexander Giffon, 
Thomas Kin gen, 
Andrew Onderdonk, 
Johannes J. Blawvelt, 
Johannes Vanderbelt, 
Thomas Blawvelt, 
Isaac Blawvelt, 
Andrew Cole, 
Isaac Mannel, 
John Clark, 
Johannes Blawvelt, 
Jonathan Lounsberry, 
Powlas Hopper, 
Isaac Cole, 
Abraham Blawvelt, 
Reynard Hopper, 
Abraham Brower, 
Abraham Koll, 
Daniel Van Sichels, 
Albard Stephenson, 
Petris Blawvelt, 
Jacobus Van Orden, 
Dantel Martine, 
Henry Brower, 
Stephen Stephenson, 
Thomas Eckerson, 
Adarin Onderdonk, 
Dercke Vanderbelt, 
John Smith, 
Henry Tornuro, 
Harmanus Blawvelt, 
John Ackerson, 
Alexander Mannell, 
Andris Onderdonk, 
ItnleF Stephenson, 
John Van Dolscn, 
Andrew Van Orden, 
Derick Van Houten, 



Adam Brady, 
John Johnston, 
Benjamin Allison, 
William Concklin, 
Abraham Garison, 
Claus Van Houten, 
Joseph Allison, 
Harmanus Trumper, 
John Allison, 



Chas. R. Van Hoiltcn, Isaac Seacor, 



John Vanderbelt, 

Edward Ackerman, 

Corpanter Kelly, 

Jacob Jirekie, 

John Martine, 

Thomas Kelly, 

Garret Onderdonk, 

Rulef Onderdonk, 

Mauhel Ternjire, 

Johannes Defrees, 

Jeremiah Martine, 

James Onderdonk. 

Powlas Seamonds, 

John Vorhese, 

Jost Vorhese, 

James Paul, 

Edward Jones, 

Johannes Cole, 

E. William Kerse, 

Jacob Kenifen, 

John Hill, 

Amos Hutchins, 

Peter Kisclar, 

Patten Jackson, 

Joseph Allison, 

Cornelius Cooper, 

Gilbert Wilson, 

Samuel Youmans, 

Abraham Do Puy, 

John Thew, 

A. Hawkei Hay, 

Daniel Morall, 

James Seacor, 

Paul Keselar, 

Gilbard Crumm, 

Adarin Onderdonk, 

John Parker, 

Robert Wood, 

James Carmelt, 

Moses Chid Charter, 

John Johnston, Jr., 

RoseveltVan Houten, Abraham Herring, 

Rosevelt V. Houten, Patrick Gillan, 

Jacob Onderdonk, Isaac Post, 

Albard Onderdonk, James Wilson, Jr., 

Garit Garitson, George Trumper, 

John Allison, son of do. Claus Van Houten, 

Benjamin Knapp, Samuel Youmans, 

John Ackerman, Henry Wood, 

John Ellison, Ct. son, David Morgan, 

Cornelius Ackerson, EzekicI Youmans, 



James Stwart, 
Thunis D. Clark, 
James Smith, 
Joseph Concklin, 
Michael Concklin, 
Abraham Concklin, 
James Girnee, 
Edward Smith, 
John Smith, 



Garit Snedeker, 
Daniel Cocklate, 
Stephen Beans, 
Peter Allison, 
William STatt, 
Elis Seacor, 
James Seacor, 
Peter De Pue, 
John Allison, 
William Dozenborry, 
Jonah Halstcd, 
John Halsted, 
Jonathan Taylor, 
Benjamin Jones, 
Peter Read, 
Jacob Derunde, 
Timothy Halsted, 
Daniel Parker, 
Abraham TJeronde, 
James Shirlay, 



David Seacor, 
Daniel Ward, 
Jacob Jones, 
Thunis Cuyper, 
Gilbard Cuyper, 
John W. Cogg, 
Garit T. Houten, 
Gaibrel Fargyson, 
Benjamin Coe, 
PowlaB Vandervort, 
Samuel Sidman, 
Joseph Jones, 
John J. Coe, 
John Harper, 
Garit Ackerson, 
Cornelius A. Turk, 
William Wood, 
Danie l Coe, Jr., 
Simond Trump, 
James Osborn, 



P. Van Houten, Sen., William Youman, Jr., 
Peter VanHouten, James Christe, 



Abraham TMayers, 
Jobh Mayers, 
Jacobus Mayers, 
Henry Onderdonk, 
James Willson, 
Daniel Coe, 
Johannes Trumper, 
Abraham Sorvant, 
Walter Van Orden, 



Richard Springsteel, 
Thunis Van Houten, 
Samuel Youmans, 
Willvart Cooper, 
Johnas Snedeker, 
Hendrick Stephens, 
Benjamin Benson, 
John Persall, Jr., 
Peter Crurri, 
James Rumsey, 
John Parker, Jr., 
Salvanus Mott, 
Thomas Tillt, 
Henry Osborn, 
Jacob Parker, 
Benjamin Furman, 
Isaac Parker, 
Patrick Gurnee. 
Paul Vandorvoort, 
John Gardner, 
Charles Mott, 
Markel Mott, 
George Johnston, 
Gilbart Hunt, 
John DeGrote, 
John Lorillard, 
John George Lorald, 
Robert Allison, 
Rolef VanHouten, 
Jacob Bartholomew, 
Derick Ackerson, 
John Springsteel, 
Joseph Jones, Jr., 
Powlas Vandervoort, 
Francis Girnee, Jr., 
Isaac Girnee, 
Isaac Gimee, Jr., 



John Ackerson, 

Stephenson, 

Philip Ackerson, 
Thomas Goldtrap, 
H. Trumper, Jr., 
William Smith, 
John Commings, 
Joseph Hunt, 
Cornelius Smith, 
Benjamin Holstad, 
Joseph Johnston, 
AlbarH Cooper, 
Stephen Girnee, 



James Stagg, 
Abraham Springsteel, 
Harmanus Blawvelt, 
Peter Ackerson, 
Fra ncis C linc, 
Joseph Palmer, 
Henry Houser, 
Frederick Urie, 
David S herw ood, 
Stephen Vorhese, 
Edward Ackerson, 
Stephen Smith, 
Samuel Hunt, 
John Jeffries, 
Thomas Din ard, 
Joseph Seamonds, 
John Burges, 
John Hoghen Camp, 
Abr'm Stephenson, 
John Stogg, 
Stephen Stephenson, 
Mod H ull T enure, 
Lamberd Smith, 
Peter Smjth, 
Stephen Stephenson, 
Stephen Smith, 
Cornelius Ackerson, 
John Cuyper, 
Aurt Amorman, 
William Stephens, 
John Slott, 
Jacob Blawvelt, 



Abraham Onderdonk, Daniel Smith, 



William Rider, 
Jacob Mall, 
Andrew Abrames, 
M. Vandervoort, 
David Babcoek, 
James Lame, 
Francis Gurnee, 
Jacob Cooper, 
Samuel Knapp, 
John Suffern, 
Abraham Reynolds, 

Gasham Huff, 

William Crum, 
Samuel Coe, 
Edward Holstad, 
John Osborn, 
John Vandervoort, 
Jacob Jones, 
William IJCause, 
Isaac Coe, 
Peter Burges, 
David Halstead, 
EzekierWard, 



Francis Girnee, Isaac'sDavid Seacor, Jr., 



son, 
Daniel Coe, 
Nathaniel Odjp, Jr. 
John Graham, 
John Mead, 
John Vandervoort, 
John Hetcock, 
Henry Mackrel, 
Jonnas Dole, 
Paul Persals, 



John Seacor, 
John Smith, Jr., 
William "Kempe, 
Abraham Snyder, 
Henry Snyder, Sr., 
William Snyder, 
Henry Snyder, Jr., 
Rev. Robt, Burns, 
Philip Sarvant, 



John Smith, Daniel's 

son, 
Petrus Blawvelt, 
William Trumper, 
Johannes De Gray, 
Joseph D. Clark, 
Paul Ruttan, 
Harm anus Sn yder, 
Philip Keselor, 
Reynard Gerow, 
Johannes Blawvelt, 
EDy Smith, 
Jo hn Jers ey, 
ReuFen Hunt, 
Cornelius Hunson, 
Jeremiah Vorhes, 
Pawlas_KeseIar, 
Pete r Keselar, 
Jobais Derunde, 
Jaco b Jone s, 
Jacob Cole, 
Siba Banta, 
John Noblet, 
Johannes Meyer, 

Ai l_Ramson, 

T heodorns Polhem us. 
Jo hannes P olhnmiia, 
HendriclFPolhenras, 
Thunis H. Tallema, 
Philip Sarvent, 
A drian Sa rvent, 
John Cuiper, Jr., 
JohnD, Tallman. 



33 



July 1 1, 1775, signed the Association TanH published 
the same b ef ore all the spectators, calling them tojvitness, 
that we would not countenance rebellion, nor have any 
hand in a riot, but starfd for King, Country, and liberty, 
agreeable to the Charter, but at the same time disallowing 
taxation hv any wise contrary to the Charter, and shall 
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never consent to taxation without being fully represented 
with our consent : 



Isaac Sherwood, 
Cornelius De Gray, 
Alberd Smith, 
Cornelius Smith, 
Garit Smith, 
Daniel Gerow, 
Cornelius Benson, 
John Palmer, 
John Cox, 
Harmanus Kiselar, 
Peter Forshee, 



Derick Straws, 
Guysbert F. Camp, 
John Smith, 
John Darlington, 
Johannes Bell, 
John Van Horn, 
R. Quackenboss, 
Arry Blawvclts, 
John Rureback, 
Abraham Debann, 
Renier Quackenboss, 



Thunis Emmat, 
Anthony Crouter, 
Jacob Waldron, 
Thunis Crumm, 
Peter Bush, 
Arthur Johnston, 
David D. Ackerman, 
Benjamin Sicore, 
Cornelius Smith, 
Johannes Forshee, 
Reynard House, Jr. 



The above subscribers could not be prevailed upon to 
sign the main or principal Association, (except Isaac Sher- 
wood, who did conform,) but must have one of their own, 
as above^ We therefore leave the matter unto your wise 
consideration, whether or no it be right. By order of the 
Committee : John Coleman, Chairman. 

A list of the persons' names who have neglected or 
refused to sign the Association : 



Roger Osburn, 
James Babcock, 
Nathaniel Oddle, 
Thomkins Oddle, 
Gilbert Johnston, 
Guysbert Johnston, 
Abraham Smith, 
William Babcock, 
John Springsteel, 
Benjamin Osburn, 
Thomas Ackerman, 
Abraham Concklin, 
Richard Osburn, 
Lewis Concklin, 
Lswis Concklin., Jr., 
John Concklin, 
Joseph Concklin, 
L. Van Buskirk, 
Jacobus Van Buskirk, 
Henry Wanamaker, 
Peter Frederick, 
Samuel Bant a, 
Johannes Rush, 
Ezekiel Ferguson, 
Andre w^Haldrom, 
Feter Jersey, 



James R. Osburn, 
John R. Osburn, 
Haulbrey Bucker, 
John George, 
Abraham Babcock, 
Samuel Matthews, 
Benjamin Osburn, 
Nathaniel Osburn, 
Jost Short, 
John Secore, Jr., 
John Secore, 
Peter Stephens, 
John Weaver, 
Coon Fridrick, 
Henry Assler, 
Glaus Corlosh, 
Adam Deter, 
John Dobbs, 
Peter Vandervort, 
Ezekiel Conkling, 
Isaac Conkling, 
Jacob Sarvant, 
Henry Sarvant, 
A. Montgomery, 
Jacob Ackersoii, 
John Post, 



M oseBVan Nostra nt. Philip Sarvant, 



G. Van Nostrant, 

Danie l D. Cl ark, Jr., 

Samuel Bird, 

Henry Tenyck, 

James .Lamb, Sen., 

Cornelius Crum, 

Lawrance Johnson, 

Joh n Johns on. 

Reynard House, Sen., John Team, Jr., 

William Dobbs, 



John Sarvant, 
John Crum, 
Henry Tenick, Jr., 
Joseph Hcston, 
Joseph Knapp, 
Henry Hoisted, 
John Rider, 
Joseph Rider, 



Isaac Berea, 
Samuel Seacor, 
James Beroa, 
William Concklin, 
Nicholas Concklin, 
John G. Johnston, 
Jacob Tenick, 
Isaac J. Seacor, 
Lodowick Shumaker, 
William Winter, 
AndrisJPdllass, 
Peter Wanamaker, 
C. Wanamaker, 
Benjamin Ackerson, 
S. Heyman, 
Frederick Post, 
Isaac Post, 
Abraham Post, 
Johannes Johnston, 
Abraham Johnston, 
David Ackerson, 
Jonas Lodwick, 
John Post, Jr., 
Derick Ackerson, 
Jost Buskirk, 
Thomas Ackerson, 
Jacob Waldron, Esq., 
John Armstrong, 
Edward Waldron, 
Henry Hoisted, Sen., 
Matthew Ellison, 
John Follan, 
Thomas Smith, 
John Town, 
Henry Warden, 
Andris Bellis. 
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Col. Jona. Hasbrouck, 
Thomas Palmer, 
Isaac Belknap, 
Wiftlam'lJarljng, 
Wolvert Ecker, 
John TTelEnap, 
John Robinson . 
S amuel Clark, 
Benjamin Birdsalt, 
Joseph Coalman, 
Benjamin Smith, 
Jame s VY aiigb, 
At) e Qjelk n ap, 
MosesTTigoy, 
Henry TJropsey, 
William Harding, 
Joseph Belknap, 
John Stratton, 
L^wis Iffi__ 
SaniuerHaPjTcIc, 
S ,unuerS*pF ague i" 
Nicholas Stephens, 
Johannes"Snurer, 
Benjamin Robinson, 
Andrew Spraguc, 
Benjamin Robinson, 
Thomajs Beaty, 
Solo. Buckingham, 
William Bowdish, 
Jonathan Belknap, 
Jacob Tremper, 
Abraham Smith, 
Cornelius Wood, 
John Lawrence, 
George Hack, 
Joh n Shaw, _ 
C ornel. Hasbrouck , 

I saac Pemott, 

Ja mes Demot t, 
Harmanus Kyckhiin, 



David Smith, 
Amasa Matthews, 
John Stratton, 
Absolem Case, 
Joseph Dunn, 
John Tremper, 
Charles Willett, 
Jerem iah Dunn, 
William "Lawrence, 
Joseph Hallett, 
Eli Pixley, 
William Oliphant, 
Nehomiah Taylor, 
Robert Waugh, 
Wiggins Concklin, 
Robert Boaty, Jun., 
Abraham Johnson, 
Silas Spery, 
James Clark, 
David Mill's, 
Caleb Coffin, 
James Harris, 
Thomas Hagaman, 
William Dunn, 
Nehemiah Carpenter, 
Leonard Smith, 
William Day, 
John Wandle, 
Abel Thrall. 
Burroughs Holems, 
Samuel Bond, 
Thomas Campbell, 
James Casman, 
Lewis Clark, 
Jonathan Swelt, 
Reuben Tooker, 
David Belknap, 
Daniel Hirdgj JJ, 
RobertXockwood, 
Behjamm^Knapp, 



Samuel Westlake, 
Josiah Ward, 
Silas Gardner, 
Jacob Gillas, 
William Kerscaden, 
James Denton, 
Jeremiah Hoel, 
John Foster, 
Hope Mills, 
John Casman, 
William Weir, 
Thomas Fish, 
Wm. Lawrence, Jun,, 
John Kernaghan, 
James Stickney, 
Robert Hanmer, 
Robert Ross, 
John Crowlc, 
Obadiah Weeks, 
Francis Hanmer, 
Wlliam Bloomer, 
Abraham Garrison, 
James Marston, 
Samuel Gardner, 
Anning Smith, 
Jacob Winner, 
Tunis Dolson, 
Richard Albertson, 
Benjamin Lawrence, 
Jacob Morewise, 
Richard Buckingham, 
Daniel Morewise, 
Jonathan Owen, 
Jehiel Clark, 
Reuben Holems, 
Nathaniel Colman, 
George Leonardi, 
Elnatlian Foster, 
Stephen Abbertston, 
Neal McL=an, 



William Palmer, 
William Abbertson, 
John McGreger, 
William Mitchell, 
Silas Leonard, 
Martin Wygan, 
William Foster, 
William Wilson, 
William Stillwell, Jr., 
Peter Danally, 
Charles Tooker, 
Paul Pinkim, 
Leonard Smith, Jr„ 
Henry Smith, 
James Wooden, 
Thomas Smith, 
Caleb Chase, 
David Guen, 
John Diver, 
John Still well, 
Luff Smith; 
John Gates, 
Benjamin Darby, 
Israel Smith, 
Thaddeus Smith, 
Jacob Myers, 



Lemuel Concklin, 
Isaac Brown, 
Peter Tilton, 
John Donaghy, 
Stevanis Stephenson, 
John Griggs, 
Samuel Smith, 
Jeremiah Ward, 
William Ward, 
William Rusel, 
Pbinoas Curwin, 
Moses Hunt, 
Samuel Sand, 
Jacob Conoklin, 
Joseph Price, 
John Saunders, 
George Westlake, 
Burgar Wygan, 
Tunis Dolson, 
Tunis Kesler, 
Hugh QuigToy, 
Daniel Darby, 
Isaac Brown, Jr., 
Hezekiah Wyatt, 
William Whitehead, 
Daniel Goldsmith, 



Nathaniel Weed, 
John Weed, 
David Duboicc, 
Arthur Smith, 
Isaac Fowler, Jr., 
Stephen Outman, 
Samuel Stratton, 
Joseph Carpenter, 
William McCannan, 
Daniel Thurstin, 
John Fowler, 
Daniel Rudgard, 
Daniel Clark, 
Isaac Donalson, 
William Concklin, 
Charles Tooker, 
John Smith, 
Isaac Fowler, 
William Wright, 
Wil liam W hite, 
Daniel Kniffin, 
C.illird Cous, 
Thomas Orr, 
Robert Morrison, 
John Dolson, 
Leonard Lewis. 



The names of those persons who have not signed the 
Association : 



Nehemiah Fowler, 
Thomas Fowler, 
Stephen Wiggins, 
Isaiah Purdy, 
Gilbert Purdy,* 
Nathan Purdy, 
John Wiggins,* 
Jonathan Pine, 
Samuel Fowler,* 
Joseph Cope, 
James Leonard,* 
Morris Flewelling, 
Joseph Headley, 
Benj. Lewis, 
Daniel Dorland, 
Daniel Denton,* 
Daniel Denton, Jr., 
Nathan Purdy, Jr., 



Daniel Purdy, 
Daniel Purdy, Jr., 
Stephen Wood,* 
Abel Flewelling,* 
Joseph Penny, 
John Hendrick, 
Isaac Barton,* 
William Roach, 
David Jlorton, 
Theophilus Moger, 
Jonas Totten,* 
Hazael Smith, 



Georgo Merritt,* 
John Morrel, 
Adam Patrick, 
Moses Knapp, 
Jacob Fry, 
David Wyatt, 
Gabriel Travis,* 
James Perry, 
John Wiggins, Jr., 
Samuel Denton, ^ 
James Patterson, 
David Gedney, 



AntlFonyTJeatlcbron,* Joseph Gedney, Jr., 
Jonathan Bunbridge, Daniel Gedney, 



Daniel Hains,* Georgo Devoll, 

Peter Aldrigo, Thomas Orr, Jr., 

Daniel Runnels, George Elmes, 

John Flewelling,* John Elmes. 

Those marked * have, on the 14th oiJidy, 1775, sworn 
to abide by the measures of the Continental Congress. 

Whereas we, the subscribers, have refused to sign the 
Association within the time limited by the Provincial Con- 
gress ; and whereas our troubles with the Mother Country 
continue to increase, and we are now convinced that we 
have no other alternative left but to repel force by force, or 
submit to be slaves. Sensible that this is our deplorable 
situation, and in order to continue to link our chain of friend- 
ship still more firm, and to convince our friends, and the 
friends of American liberty in general, we do hereby solemn- 
ly and sincerely swear, on the Holy Evangelists, that we 
will from hence heartiTy agree and consent to whatsoever 
our Continental and Provincial Congresses have or may 
do, direct, ordain, and appoint, for the preservaJion of our 
constitutional liberties, and that we will, as much as in us 
lies, discourage the spirit of opposition that has too unhap- 
pily prevailed in some parts of this Country; that we will, 
from time to time, bear and pay our quota of all expenses, 
with the rest of our brethren in America, that have already 
or hereafter may accrue, in defending our liberties afore- 
said. And we do hereby further swear, that we make this 
declaration and oath of our own free will . and _voluatary 
consent; and in testimony whereof, we have have hereunto 
set our hands this I4th_day of July, A, D. 1775. 

James Leonard, 
George Harding, 
John Truesdill, 
Daniel Gedney, 
Stepheri^Wood, 
Thomas Ireland, 
Daniel Hains, 



Daniel Reynolds, 
Samuel Dewine, 
Isaac Barton, 
Gabriel Traverse, 
Samuel Fowler, 
Jonas Totten, 
Daniel Denton, 



James Denton, 
GilbertPurdy, 
George "Merritt, 
John Flewelling, 
John Wiggins, 
Abel Fie welling', 
Antho. Bectcl Brunt. 



At a meeting of the Precinct of Newhurgh, on Thurs- 
day, the 60) of July, 1775, in compliance with a resolve 
of the Provincial Congress of New-York, requesting us, by 
the 15th of this instant, to make a return of the Associa- 
tes, together with those _th_al have not. We lament, gen- 
tlemen, thai it is our unhappiness that there is sucFa number 
of the latter, and a number among them who are the most 
daring, 'presumptuous villains, often threatening lives, pro- 
perties, and individuals, damning Congresses ami Corrjmit- 
tees, declaring they will join our enemies, tf opportunity 
presents, and by the general spirit they discover, we con- 
ceive otftselves exposedte^tjieir bloody principles, unless 
some method can be faliejLupoiflorj lie preventing them in 
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carrying into execution their wicked design, which we sub- 
mit to your wisdom, conceiving ourselves safe under your 
wise protection. 

Enclosed you have a list of the names of those that 
have_associated, and those that have not. By order of the 
Committee : Wolveht Ecker, Chairman. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, New-York. 

SIGNERS IN MINISINK, ORANGE COUNTY. 



J. Wesbrook, Jr., 
Petrus Cole, 
Arthur Van Tuyle, 
Wilhelmus Wesfael, 
Jacobus Vanfliet Jr., 
Aldert Oosterhoudt, 
Johannes Decker, Jr., 
Benjamin Cox, 
Moses Kortreght, 
Jacob Quick, 
John Prys, 
Jacobus Hanaken, 
Timothy Wood, 
Benjamin Wood, 
Levi Decker, 
G. Badcock, 
Samuel Davis, 
Nicholas Slyter, 



Jamea Carpenter, 
Reuben Jones, 
Isaac Upthegrave, 
A. Van Etten, 
Johannes Wesbrook, 
Solomon Cuykendal, 
John Bennet, 
Simon Westfael, 
Martinus Decker, 
Petrus Cuykendal, 
Isaac Davis, 
Benjamin Boman, 
Silvester Cortreght, 
George Quick, 
Nehemiah Patisan, 
Jacob Schoonhoyen, 
Jacobus Vanfliet, 
Wilhelmui Cole, 



Thomas Hart, 
Levi Van Etten, 
Petrus Decker, 
John Van Tuyl, 
Daniel Cole, 
Asa Astley, 
S. Kuykentlal, Jr., 
John Van Tuyl, 
Benjamin Corson, 
Daniel Korteght, 
Martynes Docker, Jr., 
Joel Wesbrook, 
Ephraim Middagh, 
Daniel St. John, 
Esee Brown, 
A. C. Van Aken, 
Jacobus Davis. 



SIGNERS IN ORANGE TOWN. 



Daniel Lawrence, 
David Aljea, 
David Lawrence, 
Albert Aljea, 
Edward Briggs, 
Gerret Blawvelt, 
Kaspanus Conklin, 
Avery Campbell, 
Ram Boll, 
Abraham, Conklin , 
James Jacklin, 
Spedwell Jacklin, 
Nathaniel Lawrence, 



Gerret Ackorson, 
Har. Tallman, Jr., 
Petor Retin, 
John Wcstevelt, 
Johannes Vanhouten, 
J. Vanhouten, Jr., 
Harman Tallman, 
John Rycher, 
Jacob Ackerson, 
Adreaen Onderdunck, 
Conrad Gravcnstine, 
Abraham Mabei, Jr., 
John Gissonar, Jr. 



Abraham Post, 
Jacob Wilfer, 
Michal Cornelison, 
Jacobus Dcklark, 
William Martin, 
Daniel Vorhee, 
Abm. Onderdunck, 
Jones Torre], 
Abraham Tallman, 
Daniel Onderdunck, 
Jacob Conklin, 
William Boll, Jr., 
Abraham Mabie, 

These are the names of the persons who have signed 
the General Association. A true copy from the original, 
taken and compared by me. Per order of the Committee : 
Thomas Outwater, Chairman. 
Orange Town, July 17, 1775. 

These are to certify that each and every of the persons 
hereinafter named, to wit: Matthew Steel, Johannes Perry, 
Isaac G. Blawvelt, Jacob C. Ackerson, Kals Bogard, 
Gisebert K. Bogard, Dennes Snceding, Robert Sneeding, 
Jessey Sneeding, Samuel Sneeding, William Sneeding, 
George Man, and Jacob Gissenar, inhabitants of the Town 
of Orange, and every one of them of full age, have refused 
and neglected to sign tbe General Association. Per order 
of the Committee : Thqmas 0utwateRj Chairman. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY. 

Agreeable to adjournment to this day, being the 15th of 
August, 1775, we met at the house of Jacob Griffin, in 
order to make a return of the persons who signed the As- 
sociation and those who refused, viz: Those who signed — 

Theods. Van Wyck, John A. Brinckerhoff, Jacob Da Bois, Jr., 
~ John Wyckoff, Gabriel Hughson, 

James Denton, David Barker, 

William Clanker, Henry Van Tessel, 

George Brinckerhoff, Christian Du Bois, Jr., 



John Brinckerhoff, 

Zachs. Van Voorhes, 

Gerret Storm, 

Cornelius Sebring, 

Dirck G. Brinckerhoff, Adrian Brinckerhoff, 



D .niel Ter Boss, 
Richard Van Wyck, 
William Van Wyck, 
Joseph TTorton, 
Johannes Willse, 
Gores Storm, 
T. Van Wyck, Jr., 
Harvey TH^ Morris, 
Henry Godwin, 
Thoma s Storm, 
John A7nance, 
Henry ScTienek, 
Jacob Swartwou t. 



Abraham Ter Boss, 
John H. Sleght, 
Jacobus Da Gjaef, 
John Myer, 



Alias. Elsworth, 
Jacob Brinckerhoff, 
William Holmes, 
Thomas Ostrandeu, 
Godfrey Hoyn, 



.TohnJJ. Brinckerhoff, N. E. Gabriel, 



John Xangdon, 

George Adriance, 

George Elsworth, 

Hendrick Bocnrm, 

Daniel Schenck, 

Jonat han Langdon, 

William Tisdalc, 

_ Joseph Griffin, 

Corns. Van Wyc¥, Jr., Daniel Johnson, 

Isaac Sebring T JohnTHTeynema, 

Abm. Brinckerh off. Abm. Van Voorhig, 

Rpelef Schenck, Hendk. Hardenburgh, James Cooper, 

Abraham Schenck, Moses Bedell John Cooper, 

T„ E. VanTSunscho ten. Pete r Ter Bush, James Barnes, 

Isaac TerTSo BB. Joh n Jowe ll. Jr., John Ter Bush, 

■TacoT n^rTnm . Ale xander Turner, Cornelius Adrianco, 

James Sned iker, James Annin.g, Abm. De Foreest, 

Aaro n Brown . William Ward, Thomas Simonton, 



Abraham Morrell, 
Geo. J. Brinckerhoff, 
Christopher Rawn, 
James Weekes, 
Isaac Van Wyck,, 
Cornelius Smith, 
Hugh Conner, 
Anthy. T. Lawrence, 
NathL Fairchild, 
Samuel Gosline, 
John Berray, 



JosophJVIcCord, 
John Cooper, 
Richard King, 
Jacob Van Voorhis, Jr., 
Jonathan Haight, 
Israel Kniffin, 
Daniel Kniffin, 
Jonathan Kniffin, 
Walter Hyer, 
Adrian Bogert, 
Moses Akerly, 
Luke Ter Boss, 
James Miller, 
Cornelius Osborne, 
Nicholas Brower, 
Matthias Clark, 
Nicholas Brower, Jr., 
John Wright, 
Charles Brewer, 
John Ackerman, 
John Walters, 
James Rathbun, 
Scth Chase, 
Adolphus Brower, 
David Brower, 
Cornelius Brower, 
Jacob Brower, 
Deriah Hoogland, 
William Haskin, 
Peter Horton, 
Jesse Bedell, 
Martin Schenck, 
Peter Monfoort, 
Matthias Horton, 
Johans. De Witt, Jr., 
Mat. Van Bunschoten, 
Abm. Van Wyck, 
Steph. Brinckerhoff, 
Geo. Brinckerhoff, 
John Scouten, 
Joseph Balding, 
J. Scouten, son of Jurry, 
Jacobus Einans, 
James Brown, 
Moses Barber, 
Abm. L. Losec, 
Samuel Swartwout, 
John Swartwout, 
William Scouten, Jr., 
Daniel Rayncr, 
Robert Brett, 
John Smith, 
Jacob Balding, 
Caleb Cornell, 
Isaac Storm, 
Henry Rosckrans, 
Benjamin Rosckrans, 
Stephen Osborne, - 
Simon S. Schouten, 
Daul. G. Wright, Jr., 
Joseph WiVtse, 
Geo. Van Werkeren, 
Piatt Rogers, 
Theods. Adrianco, 
Micah Rogers, 
John Lawrence, 
Jeremiah Bedell, 
Joseph Fowler, 
Jacobus Swartwout, 
Gideon Way, 
Merinus V. Vlaikren, 
Henry Ostrander, 
John Luyster, 
Timothy Saikryder, 
Zacharias Boss, 
John Bush, Jr., 
Josiah Hallstead, 
Peter Noorstrant, 
Jeremiah Martin, Jr., 
Peter Snyder, 
John Gray, Jr., 
Gershom Marline, 
Amos Nettleton,. 
John Bennitt, 
Elihu Emmitt, 
Ab. H. Van Amburgh, 
Jesse Biker, 
James Thurston, 
Joseph Parker, 
Stephen Thaiker, 
Abraham Gray, 
John Baker, 
Jeremiah Ranny, 
David Mowry, 
Joseph Lee, 
Simon Bise, 
William : Lane, 
Ezra Mead, 
Jame Innes, 
Isaac Smith, 
Peter Hulst, 
David Bennett, 
David Horton, 
William Wright, 
Daniel Canfield, 
Sabure Main, 
Johans. Brinckerhoffj 



Andw. Van Hyning, Simon Leroy, Jr., 

Abm. Van. Amburgh, John Leroy, 

Moses Saikryder, Jacob Lane, 

James Rosekrans, Thomas Yeumans, 

Stephen Doxey, Constine Gulnack, 

Dirck Hegerman, Johans. Hooghteling, 

Jonathan Talmage, Clement Cornwoll, 

Solomon Saikryder, Peter DeetB, 

Joshua Hicks, Francis Leroy, 

Martin Smith, Abm.~Weste rveIt, 

Robert Rogers, Jost WesterveTt, 

Thomas Wright, James Howard, 

William Baker, Cornelius Griffin, 

Daniel Wright, William Griffin, 

John Watts, Janws^Vandewater, 

Johans. De Witt, Dolf Swartwout, 

Albert Carley, Garret B enewa y, 

Henry Van Voorhis, Jerem iahyar Velen, 

Martin Wiltse," Thomas Firikney, 

H. Rosekrans^Jr., Henry Marten, 

James Kilburne, Barth ol, H ogeboom, 

Dirck Brinckerhoff, CharrelFVan Keuren, 

Zebulon Southard, David Butcher, 

Evert W. Swart, Deminicus Monfoort, 

John Bloodgood, James Rymden, 

Walter Moodey, Jr., Andrew Ostram, 

John Johnson, Jo hn Ostra m, 

Simon Ter Bush, "Trederick 'Rosckrans, 

Thorn Pudney, Peter Van Dewater, 

Francis Pudney, Barent B. Van Kleek, 

Abraham Censa, Sovaris Van Kleek, 

Stephen Peudy, Francis Van Dewater, 

Henry Carpenter, John Van Valin, 

John Ter Bush, Peter Polmetcjr , 

Abraham ScHutts, ITawren ce Conklin, 

Cornelius Sebring, Herman Uynden, 

John Pudney, John Rosekrans, 

Cornelius Ter Bush, Thomas Johnson, 

David Lyons, Franeis_Way, Jr., 

Edward McKecby, Josnua Smith, 

Theods. Brett, Aaron Brown, Jr., 

John McBridc, Abra ham Ladu, _ 

Obadiah W. Cooper, Cornelius Swartwout, 

Timothy Mount, Gilbert Lane, 

Jonas Southard, William Swartwout, 

James Reynolds, James Swartwo ut, 

George Bump, Samu el Ro berts, 

Tunis Du Bois, Ebonezer Clark, 

James Green, William Lano, 

Obadiah J. Cooper, Joseph Totten, 

Peter Klump, Andrew _Hillj_ 

Abm. Van Tyhe, Johannes Sharrie, 
Jacob Van Voorhis, Jr., Jeremiah Jones, 

Myndert Coopcr t La wrence Haff , 

John Runnels, Pe ter Outwater , 

Thomas Bump, Daniel Outwart, 

Christopher Schutts, T. Van Bu nsch oten, 

Silvinus Pine, Sams on S mith, 

Isaac H. Ter Boss, Albert "Tirhum, 

William Sonrerdike, Abm. Duryec, Jr., 

Philip Pino, John Tirhum, 

Nathan Baily, Jamcs^ Culver, 

John. Pullick, D ennis Culver, 

Austin Fowbar, James Culver, Jr., 

David Pellit, PeterVan Bunschoten, 

John Southard, JacobyanBunschoteii, 

Duncan Graham, Henry T. Wiltscy, 

Elcsa Du Bois, John Tappen, 

James Duncan, James Davison, 

Caleb Briggs, Henry Burhanse, 

James Osburn, William Hogeiandt, 

Isaac Hegeman, Abijah Patterson, 

Jacobus Degroff, DameT Terhum, 
E. E. Van Bunschoten, AbraTiam A. Lent, 

John De Grool, Tu nis Sk oet, 

Jno.Van BunscTioten, Cornelius Verwie, 

Robert Todd, Hugli Laughlin, 

Bernd. J. Van Kleek, Francis^ Hegeman, 
Jacobus De Graffj Jr., John Culvert, 

Jacobus Sleght, Abraham Cronekhcit, 

Moses Vanelin, John Jewell, 

Adam Dates, ^^SSJewell^Jr., 

William Stanton, Co rnelius Wi ltse, 

William Teatsprt, Hemming Higby, 

Isaac Snider, Peter Lent, 

Thomas Lewis, Isaac Adriance, 

JacQb Cole, Jgh a nncs Boss, 

Abraham Sleght, Richard Griffin, 

Michal Hoffman, Steph. Van Voorhig, 

Teunis Wilsen, Jacob Buys, Jr., 

Isaac Cole, Jo hn L. Lqs cc, 

Peter Stienbergh, Jacob Horton, 

Gideon Ver Velon, Corns. Ostrander, 

Moses De Graff, HisMrd Comfort, 

Henry Buys, Abraham Shear., 

Peter Vanfvlpek, Jr., William Barnes, 

Jeremiah Mead,_ Frederick Scutt, 

Henry Pelts, JeronMsVanVgorhis, 

Jacob Backer, Ram Adrianco. 

Jacob Coapman, Ram J, Adriance, 

Barent Dutches, John Devoe, 

Boltes B. Van JQeck, Jac's C. Swartwoudt, 

John Leroy, Jr.,_ Peter Robins on, 

Henry Bell, Moses Shaw, 

Jurrie Hoffman, Jacobus Van Dewater. 

Jacob Niffer, Zacr' i ."Van Voorh re. Jr., 

P. Van DeryooS 7r., William Urock, 



#9'9 



TJEW-TOKK ASSOCIATION, 1*775. 



600 



Jacob ICing, 
John Hutchins, 
John Dorjpn, 
James "vnkjee, 
\VHITanfWn3Be, 
Richard Avery, 
John Rosekrans, 
Isaac Hutchins, 
John Yurkse, 
Abm. Van Wackere, 
Jacob Hutchins, 
Thomas Way, 
Abm. Dc Witt, 
John Philips, 
Elbert Mumfort, 
Danl. Van Voorhis, 
George Jewell, 
John Noorstrant, 
Pe ter Schoonho vo, 
Joshua Griffin, 
Isaiah Wilde, 
Isaac Southard, 
William Winslow, 
John Griffin , 
John Vandovoort, 
Daniel Shaw, 
Peter Filz Simmons, 
Nat han Barnes . 
J ohn V ermillie. 
RjfijjjaTcMJ^orn^ 
Peter~Johnson. Jr., 
Richard Jewell, 



Jacob Dubois, 
Jacob Van Dervoort, 
Peter Myer, 
John Coffin, 
Coenradd Appelye, 
Joshua Bishop, 
William Van Tyne, 
Sylvester Bloom, 
John Van Sulen, 
John Kipp, 
William Brooks, 
Jacob Van Tassell, • 
Stephen Bates, 
Daniel David, 
Isaac Griffin, 
Peter Montross, 
Isaac Holmes, 
Aaron Shute, 
Richard Jackson, 
Dirck Hardonburgh, 
Peter J. Monfoort, 
Timothy Talman, 
Peter Depung, 
William Oushman, 
Garret Handenburgh, 
Tobias Mabie, 
John Bogardus, 
Samuel Somes, 
Nathaniel Somes, 
Jonathan Terry, 
Raff Phillips, 



Isaac Jewell, 
George Bloom, 
Benjamin Roe, 
Henry Hains, 
Lawrance Lawrance, 
Jonas Canniff, 
Edward Churchill, 
Samuel Tedd, 
William Roe, 
James Miller, 
John Phillips, 
Daniel Anning, 
Daniel Ward, 
William Barker, 
John Parks, 
Peter Bogardus, Jr., 
John Davis, 
William Earls, 
Peter Bogart, 
Francis Way, 
William Fowler, 
Corns. Brinckerhoff, 
Dennis McShebeey, 
Isaac Veal, 
Robert McCutchin, 
Robert Nichkilson, 
Elias Concklin, 
Jesse Purdy, 
Joseph Ogden, 
Andrew Renvells, 
William Ardem. 



A list of persons in Dutchess County who refused to 
si*h the Association : 



OF CAPTAIN HEGANAN'S COMPANY. 



John Tarpanning, 
John Jast Snider, 
John Crandle, 
James Medagh, 
Michas Cock, 



Barent A. Van Kleek, 
William Baker, 
Urean Terwilger, 
Jores Middagh, 
Daniel Cole, 



Albert Monfoort, 
Henry Cailen, 
Peter Burhans, 
William Rogers. 



OF CAPTAIN STEPHEN BRINKEIUIOOF S COMPANY, 



John Hoisted, Lieut., 
Jacob Wright, 
Joseph Mores, 
Benjamin Snyder, 
Oliver Teck, 
William Cure, 
Joseph Ferinton, 
Joseph Merritt, 
Johannes Devoe, 
josepTrSmith, 
Joseph Robison, 
Ebenezer Tellit, 
Peter Bo ss. 
Ric hard Ye ats, 



Ezekle Main, 
Levi Winter, 
Joseph Winter, 
Tunis Kranchitc, 
William Goodfellow, 
Isaac Wright, 
Benjamin Doty, 
Jonathan Lee, 
Benjamin Ogden, 
Ravidjtoe, 
Joshua Odle, 
Semeon Losee, 
Philip Koens, 
Thomas Baker, 



Jessey Baker, Jr., 
Johannes Storm, 
Christopher Winter, 
Stephen Stolker, 
Benjamin Ellis, 
Philip Morse, 
Joseph Halsted, 
Daniel Haasbroock, 
Thomas Martin, 
Thomas Carman, 
John Miller, Lieut, of 

Captain Lodinton. 
Zebulon Gray, 
Silas Brown. 



~'\ rfHi CArTAm southard's company. 



GerreU 



Joha nnes Voorhes, 
Abr aham Fliilps. 
Heriry PliiTps, Jr., 
Peter Philps, 
Jaco bus Philps, 
ETias^Vah Voorhees, 
Richard Southard, 
Richard Southard,Jr 
Thomas JSouthard, 
Gilbert Southard, 
Daniel Soutliard, 



Thomas Pbyer, 
Robert TJogardus, 
Increase Mills, 
Robert Mills, 
Henry Mills, 
Samuel Mills, 
Jqsje Purdy, 
Joseph Green, 
,, Francis R. Britt, 
Jeremiah Cooper, 
Jonas Halsted, 



Philip Shoaf, 
Thomas Gibson, 
Peter Brogardus, 
Isaac Vealey, 
Thoma s . Spra ge, 
Jacob Rider, 
Jeremiah Green, 
John Covert, 
Benjamin Munger, 
Lcviah Adames, 
Thomas Miller. 



i ' '■■ J- ■ *APTADt JOHN BEDLE'S COMPV 

John HtSfejJJaptain, Benjamin Lisk, 

JoTjn ",S,cjratt,"2i»'eut., John Lisk, 

F.' HlisEroo¥,"E!etU., Stephen Weekes, 
George Van Nostrand, Abraham Maley, 

Ensign, Matthew Cure, 

JamesTETWay, Samuel Cure, 

Endrey j". Schonten, Matthew Buis, 

Benjamin Serox, Nicholas Storm, 

John Linabeck, Peter Storm, 
Jacobus Jno. Schutt, 



Enoch Purdy, 
Joseph^ TTurroughs, 
John S, L angd on, 
Joseph Wood, 
Joseph Carey, 
Isaac Wood, 
Oliver Tlarduex, 
Tho mas Cra ft, 
Petor Dubo is, 



Gessom Bounds, 
William Goslin, 
Abraham Nefuss, 
George Nefuss, 
Isaac Giou, 
John Wood, 
Abraham Young, 
John Aulgelt, 
William Aulgelt, 
Thomas Swartwout, 



Nat haniel Ludue x, Marvin Rowland, 
Johannes Swartwout, Thomas Wood, 
Joseph Winn, Joseph Post, 

Gabrial Thomkins, Samuel Kichim, 
William Winn, Nath'l Gildersleeve, 

Joseph Laine, John Carey, Sr., 



Abr'm Van Hyning, 
Ambrose Liiing, 
Abraham Gerrison, 
Abraham Purdy, 
John J. Wood, 
John J. Schouten, 
Charles Venson, 
Henry Schouten, 
Mar. J. Van Vlaren, 
Reuben Gerroson, 
John Peck, 
Lawrence Daily, 
Abraham Travas, 
John Cannef, 
Sutten Bailey, 
Isaac Wasbourn, 
John Carey, Jr., 
Jeremiah Hett, 
Benjamin Hasbrouck, 
John Sloot, 
Ephraim Scouten, 
Henry Light, 
Isaac Lecore, 
Simeon Mabee, 
Samuel Brown. 



MATTHIAS: LISTER'S COMPANY. 



M at. Lyster, Cap tain, Stephen Thorn, John Herremans, 

AMJerr emans, jLi eut., HendiickVan Vleck, Stephen Bancker, 
A. Va nderb ilt.-gnHg-ra, Adrian TSTanfort, - John Kennif, 
John Cpqkj^ Peter Hoff, Joshua Besship, 

John Thorn, Andr. "Herremans, Jr., Jacob Joharr; Dubois, 

An3£ow*Burck, ffendrick Hejrejijans, Cornclius~Nostrand, 



Abraham Hogeland, 
Dirck Lyster, 
John Churchill, 
James Hicks, 
Francis Brogardus, 
Albert Monfoort, 
Cornelius Lyster, 
Stephen Duryee, 
Abraham Lent, 
Gideon Tichout, 
Johannes Dubois, 



John Huff, 
John Cornell, 
Gerret Lyster, 
Abraham Duryee, 
Cornel. Van STckler, 
Samuel Livingston, 
James Morgan, 
Thomas Vanbraer, 
Joseph Thealo, 
John Huson, 
Undrel Strong, 



Gilbert Strong, 
Gilbert Barns, 
Walter Huson, 
John Buchout, 
John Ses, 
John Haboun, 
Peter Van Cramer, 
Will II. Harrcmans, 
John Maufoort, 
Timothy Sornes. 



CAITAIW noRTON'S COMPANY. 



John Brovoot, 
John Van Vlaeron, 
Adam Aulgett, 
Joseph Brush, 
John Snedcker, 
John Weel, 
Edward Hougen, 
Isaac Lent, 
Gerrardus Vermilyer, 



David Vermilyer, 
Charles McCrade, 
Paule Hoff, 
Jacob Lewis, 
John Wiltseo, 
Peter Delany, 
Joshua Duly, 
Peter Depue, 



Benjamin Clapp, 
Thomas Clapp, 
William Juell, 
John Clapp, 
AbrahamTDepuc, 
John Wilddey, 
Jacob Jcwill, 
Abraham Hun". 



Caleb Biship, 
Matthew Obriant, 
Benjamin Thurston, 
John Churchell, 
Thomas Griffin, 
Daniel Ward, 
George Nostrand, 
Henry Underwood, 



CAPTAIN GRIFFIN'S COMPANY. 

Henry Van Tessel,Jr., Solomon Woods, 



Philip Miller, 
Joshua Purdy, 
James Ward, 
Joseph Anderson, 
Henry C. Philps, 
John Jay, 
Benjamin Ackerly, 

By order of the Committee : 

Dirck G. Brinckerhoff, Chairman. 



Andrew T. Schouten, 
Benjamin Bloom, 
Peter Dubois, 
Adrian Cove nhoven, 
Joseph Thurston, 
Philip Verplanck, 
Jacob Ward. 



Fishkill, August 23, 1775. 
Sir : Enclosed is the return of the persons who have 
signed the Association, and of those who have refused. In 
the latter you find many erasures, occasioned by their sign- 
ing afterwards. This affair has been delayed thus long, 

on account of pursuing lenient measures. 

I am, by order of the Committee, your most obedient 
servant, Dirck G. Brinckerhoff, CTt'n. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress at New- York. 



SIGNERS IN BEEKMAN S PRECINCT, DUTCHESS COUNTY, 
JULY, 1775. 



William Humfrey, 
Joshua Carman, 
Ebenezer Cary, 
Charles Piatt, 
William McNeal, 
William Clark, 
Thomas Loy, 
Samuel Crandel, 
Maurice Fleas, 
Thomas Nethaway, 
Benoni Sweet, 
Nathaniel Stevenson, 
Nathaniel Cary, 
Samuel Lewis, 
Zebulon Ross, 
Zebulon Ross, 
Samuel Gardener, 
Martin Cornell, 
Benjamin Nmcon, 
Elial Ypumans, 
John Forguson, 
Henry Whikmon, 
Nuklus Omey, 
Walton Huling, 
John Huling, 
Jacob Miller, 
William McDowell, 
Thomas Cornell, 
Isaac Dennis, 
James Hum/rey, 
Thomas Humfrey, 
Thomas Spencer, 
William Bently, Jr., 
Fr. West, 
John Jenkins, 
Aholyab Markes, 
Arnold Reynolds, 
Amos Randall, 
John Wightman, Jr., 
Whiten Farkes, 
Jonathan Dennis, 
Gideon Hall, 
Jabez Spencer, 
John Eagles, 
John Sweet, 
James Welts, 
Job Shearman, 
Joseph Carr, 
Daniel UhT, 
William Smith, 
SamuerSwfiet, 
Peter Sheaf, 
Peter Shear, Jr., 



Roger Mory, Jr., 
Isaac Yerrington, 
Peter Storm, 
Josiah Ingersol, 
James McLees, 
Nathaniel Wicks, 
John Weaver, 
Edw ard Howard, 
WTminTH ali; 
Joseph^ Carr, 
Joshua Champlies, Jr 
Isaac Vail, 
John Arnold, 
Job Tanner, 
Johannes Belong, 
Hezekiah Rogers, 
Ezekiel Rogers, 
Griffin Reynolds, 
Peter Brill, 
Samuel Cornwall, 
Joseph Lawless, Jr., 
Peter McClus, 
John Hopim, 
Zephaniah Brown, 
Cornelius Van Wyck : 
Joshua Carman, Jr., 
John Melony, 
John Andrews, 
Charles Newton, 
Henry Bailey, 
Francis Losee, 
Daniel Smith, 
William Shear, 
William Champlin, 
Philip Vincent, 
John Vinton, 
Stephen Forgoson, 
JonatliaivWost, 
John Kelly, 
Benjamin Fargason, 
Joseph Reynolds, 
Maurice Smith, 
Joseph Taylor, 
Steven Johnson, 
Jam es McC oilom, 
Edward Weaver, 
Gershom Thorn, 
Peter Haxris, 
Wil liam _Brewerj_ 
James ItT TCre cdv, 
Abraham Hyatt, 

Gilher iTottg n. 

Edward Tredwell, 



Elias Alley, 
Isaac Calton, 
Peter Harris, 
James Vosburgh, 
Jesse Oakley, 
Tillingliast Bentley, 
Peter Noxon, 
Th omas Do xslc, 
Hon i-y Searsall, 
Garrett Mill, 

,, Johannes Lain, 
Henry Smith, 
Lodovick Sweet, 
George Sweet, 
David Storm, 
Salmag. Edwards, 
Stephen Towmsend, 
Joshua Burch, 
David Brill, 
Nicholas Koons, 
Benjamin Birdsall, 
Christopher Wait, 
David Sweet, 
John Moon, 

, Nicholas Potter, 
Jadiah Jenkins, Jr., 
Jonathan Jenkins, 
Thomas Clark, 
John Hill, 
Andrew Cockrane, . 
Timothy Force, 
Clear Eyeritt, 
T*Tzekiel Sjmith, 
Benjamin J. Rish, 
Isaac J. Rish, 
Rowland_Stafford, 
William Bentley, 
■Tabor Bentley. 
Thomas Baker, 
William SpcncFl, 
John Bentley, 
Nial Tripp, 
Daniel Fish, 
Judiah J. Rish, 
Solomon Force , 
Benjamin Force, 
Seth Sprague, 
Benjamin Spencer, 
Sam uel Whitm an, 
Matthew Coon, 
Nathaniel Sweet, 
Casy Eldrige, Jr., 
Johannes Loss Sag, 
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Samuel Tomson, 
Benjamin Hall, 
Abel Parker, 
James Tanner, 
Joshua Champlin, 
Benjamin Force, 
Abraham "Denno, 
Josoph Denne, 
Joseph Bently, 
Richard Mackrill, 
Jacob Lain, 
John Beam, 
Henry Shear, 
Theophilus Sweet, 
John Wooley, 
William Tanor, 
Charles Heazelton, 
John Snider, 
Soth Smith, 
Jacob Esmond, 
John Sweet, 
Elisha Champlin, 
Joseph Holloway, 
Jacob Hutchins, Jr., 
John Oats, 
James Eastmond, 
Lewis Shear, 
Israel Vail, 
David Storm, 
Jonathan Jenkins, 
Gideon Hall, 
Ezekiel Hubbard, 



Joseph Booler, 
John Sweet, 
Joshua Mowry, 
Stephen Mowry, 
Cornelius Meynard, 
Tobias Clements, 
Nathaniel Rogers, 
Andrew Carman, 
Albert Adriance, 
James Wiltse, 
Samuel Young, 
Daniel Lawrenco, 
William B. Alger, 
Job Green, 



Peter Leavens, 
Joel Edget, 
Peter Cartwright, 
George Cronkhill, 
Jonathan Parks, 
John Fish, 
Woos Dakin, 
Digmus Kimoe, 
John Comptor, 
John Lamb, 
Jacob Rouse, 
Elijah Forgason, 
Elijah Forgason, Jr., 
Job Conger, 



William Humfrey, Jr., David Pamer, 



David Abbet, 
Matthew Beckwith, 
Abraham Mosher, 
David Cash, 
Amos Crandell, 
Pardon Fish, 
Sylvanus Cash, 
Thomas Bullock, 
Reuben Bullock, 
Henry Birdsall, 
Nathaniel Sol, 
Ebenezer Sol, 
David Brown, 
Samuel Euery, 
Addom Bockus, 
Nehemiah Lester, 
Jonathan Alger. 

The following are the names of those persons who re- 
fuse to sign the Association of Beekman's Precinct, Dut- 
chess County: 

Jeremiah Lenderhock, William Gifford, Jr., 



Joseph Carman, 
John Hegerman, 
George Losee, 
Johannes Acker, 
France Wiltse, 
Henry Cornell, 
Abel Simson, 
Zachariah Flagler, 
John Reasoner, 
John Losee, 
William Kclley, 
William Barber, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Caleb Townsend, 
Myndert Harris, 
Obadiah Cooper, Jr., 
John Hicks, 



Arey Delong, 
James Goslin, 
Peter Rossell, 
Jacol> TTasner, 
Matthias Valentine, 
Richard Heliker, 
William Harris, 
Richard Tripp, 
Richard Tripp, Jr., 
Israel Tripp, 
James Noxon, 
Barthol. Noxon, Jr., 
Michel Woolf, 
Smighting Tripp, 
Peter Hogoboom, 
Daniel Beadle, 
John Wilkenson, 
Christopher Moyer, 
Myndert Valoy, 
Henry Gidley, 
John McDonald, 
Samuel Smith, 
Martine Easterly, 
Daniel Ferris, 
James Burtico, 
Nathan Hyatt, 
Frederick Shapher, 
Thomas Brundage, 
Peter Levins, Sr., 
AVilliam Bockers, 
BaultisYefly, 
Barth olomew Wood, 
Abraham Byce, Jr., 
Peter Chatterton, 
Philip Miller, 
Lowrance Losse, 
Israel Titus, 
John Brown, 
Robert Thorn, 
Step hen L ockwood, 
Peter Taley, 
Jona than Thorn, 
Peter Dop, 
Peter Johnson, 
Johannes Miller, 



Philip Flagler, 
William Giles, 
Daniel Way, 
John Smith, 
Garret Burtis, 
Martine Overaker, 
Cornberry Dayton, 
Myndert Cole, 
Josiah Bull, Jr., 
Charles Thomas, 
Gilbert Thorn, 
John Akerbry, 
Cornelius Hegeman, 
Jonathan Atherton, 
William Woolf, 
Aaron Lasey, 
Crapo Lake, 
Francis Delong, 
John Burnit, 
Stephen Dean, 
Samuel Stringham, 
Ichabod Bourman, 
Silvester Richmond, 
James Titus, 
Ephraim Horton, 
Edward Adams, 
Thomas Hutchings, 
Robert Moon, 
James Striker, 
Ebenezer AVorden, 
Charles Vincent, 
William Sleeves, 
Thomas Langdon, 
Peter Buyce, Jr., 
Samuel Emory, 
Rowland Emory, 
Jacob Brill, 
Jeremiah Haxstum, 
Elias Palmer, 
Benjamin Kenyon, 
Nicholas Mosher, 
Richard Cornell, 
Peter Deyo, 
James Pettet, 



Capt. Yerry Emigh, 
Peter Simson, 
Lowrence Emigh, 
Samuel Whipple, 
Isaac Veal, 
Philip Emigh, 
Nicholas Emigh, son 

of Philip. 
Hendrick Emigh, 
John Bull, 
Hendrick Klyn, 
John Dearstine, 
Abijah Ketcham, 
Michal Shearman, 
Amos Pine, 
Nathan Hoag, 
Peter Emigh, 
Richardus Cornell, 
Abraham Buyce, 
Causper Overhiser, 
AVilliam GifFord, 
Roger Morcy, 
Samuel Crandle, 
Samuel Crandle, Jr., 
Peter Kedney, 
Oliver Waterman, 
Jesse Thorn, 
Jacob Ferguson, 
Johannes Shear, 
Charles Davis,' 
Jasper Fullmorc, 
Valentine Stover, 
Richard Vincent, 
Preserved Fish, 
Andrew Skidmore, 
John Golder, 
Capt. Michael Vincent, 
Lieut. Peter Buyce, 
Joseph Losee, 
Ensign Steph. Hunt, 
Capt. Joseph Harris, 
Lieut. Hez. Collins, 
Ensign Barnt Veily, 
Yerry Lossing. 



SIGNERS IN P0UGHKEEPSIE, DUTCHESS COUNTY, JUNE AND 
JULY, 1775. 



Zephaniah Piatt, 
Peter Tappen, 
Samuel Dodge, 
William Forman, 
John Baily, Jr., 
Johannes Swartwout, 
Bicter Van Kleeck, 
John Freer, 



Barent Lewis, 
Thomas Holmes, 
Jacob V. Bunschoten, 
Abraham Fort, 
Carol Hoefman, 
Henry Hoff, 
Gorus Stor m, 
Thomas Jacockes, 



Henry Livingston, Jr., Barnardus Swartwout, 
Elias V. Bunschoten, Francis Jaycock, 



Robert North, 
Lewis Dubois, 
Apdrew Billings, 
Peter Low, 
Ezekiel Cooper, 
John Schenck, Jr. 
Paul Schenck, 
Jacobus Freer, 
John Romyne. 
Andrew AVattles, 
Nathan Tray, 



M. Van Keuren, 
Azariah AVinchester, 
Henry Willsio, 
John Willsin, 
AA'illiam Sawekes, 
Thomas Burnet, 
James Brisby, 
Matthew Burnett, 
Gideon Boyse, 
Thomas Bout, 
AVilliam Burnett, 



AVilliam Lawson, Jr., 
Abr'm Van Keuren, 
John Saunders, 
John Briener, 
Hans Berner, 
Benjamin Jaycock, 
Thomas Rowse, 
Isaac Poole, 
Jonathan Johnson, 
Aaron Reed, 
John Pilgrit, 
Peter Lossing, 
Peter Horn, 
James Eldgrldn, 
John Waterman, 
Johannes Fort, 
Simon AV. Lossing, 
Mat. Van Keuren, Jr., 
Silvanus Grealwaks, 
Samuel Smith, 
James Livingston, 



Richard Davis, 
Law. Van Kleek, 
John Mott, 
Richard V. Denbergh, 
Simon Freer, 
John Davis, 
Robert Noa, 
Isaiah Bartly, 
John Schenck, Jr., 
Hendrick Pells, 
Hendrick Pells, Jr., 
Johannes Kidney, 
Jacob Schryvor, 
Henry Hegeman, 
George Sands, 
Hobert Waddel, 
Myndert Van Kleck, 
Henry Ellis, 
Henry Van Blercome, 
Simon Laroy, 
Henry Kip, 
Benoni Kip, 
Abraham Banlay, 
M. Van Denbogart, 
Isaac Kornine, Jr., 
Alexander Grigs, 
Simon Bartley, 
Peter Tappen, 
Robert North, 
Ezekiel Coopor, 
AVilliam Terry, 
Alexander Haire, 
Thomas Poole, 
Tennis Tappen, 
Nathaniel Hemsted, 
George Brooks, 
Nathaniel Conklin, 
John Townsend, 
Andrew Billings, 
Samuel Corey, 
John Tappen, 
Henry Dodge, 
Jonas Kelly, 
Stephen Hendrickson, 
Nathaniel Ashford, 
Andrew Weeks, 
John Ter Bush, 
Cornelius Noble, 
James Brisleen, 
John Johnson, 
Abraham Pitt, 

A list of men's names who refused to sign the General 
Association recommended by the Provincial Convention, 
taken at Poughkeepsie, June and July, 1775 : 



Samuel Cooke, 
James Winans, 
John Seabury, 
William Forman, 
Henry Livingston, 
S. Van Voorhees, 
John Conkling, 
Matthew Conkling, 
Thomas Travis, 
Zachariah Burwell, 
Lemuel Howell, 
Abraham Swartwout, 
Richard Everitt, 
Matthias Sharp, 
John C. Hill, 
John T. Van Kleeck, 
P. B. Van Kleeck, 
Dorthir Conner, Jr., 
James Read, 
Richard Warner, 
AVilliam Kelly, 
James Lewis, 
George Shannan, 
Albo. Watervell, 
AVilliam Roach, 
Elias Freer, 
Leonard Van Kleeck, 
Richard Snedeker, 
F. Van Denbogart, 
Gerrit Van Wagenen, 
Jac. Van Kleeck, 
Henry Eliss, 
John Maxfield, 
L. J. Van Kleeck, 
Lewis Dubois, 
Jacobus Frear, 
John Reed, 
Jacob Rhoades, 
William Wilsey, 
Michel Yerry, 
Ephrairn Adams, 
Tunis Hannes, 
Matthew Dubois, 
E. Van Bunscoten, 
Martin Bush, 
Hendrick Bush, 
James Luckey, 
Samuel Luckey, 
Abraham Ferden, 
Peter F. Valleau, 



Wilhelmus Ploegh, 
Geleyn Ackerman, 
Joel Dubois, 
Peter Mullin, 
Simon Leroy, Jr., 
David Dutcher, 
Peter Van Dewater, 
Edward Symmonds, 
Cornelius Viele, 
Eli Read, 
Peter Low, 
Larrine Lossing, Jr., 
John Dubois, 
Casparus Westervelt, 
Lodowick Sypher, 
Christiaun Bush, 
Silvanus Beckwith, 
Alex. Chaucer, 
S. Van Denburgh, 
Nathaniel Dubois, 
C. R. AVestervelt, 
Cornelius Westervelt, 
Enyamen Westervelt, 
C. B. AVestervelt, 
Peter Andes Lansing, 
William Annely, 
William D. Lawson, 
John C. Kingland, 
Gerrit Van Vliet, 
Jeromiah Dubois, 
Jacob V. Denbergh, 
Peter Van Vliet, 
Robert Hoffman, 
AVilliam Jones, 
Jacob Low, 
Bernardus Swartwout, 
John L. Van Kleeck, 
Minnard Swartwout, 
John Swartwout, 
Frederick Van Vliet, 
John Robinson, 
John Bailey, Jr., 
Jac. Van Denbogart, 
Caleb Carman, Jr., 
Caleb Carman, 
John Van Kleeck, 
Jacob Ferris, 
Omar Ferris, 
John Soabury, Jr., 
Joshua Moss. 



James Kelly, 
H. Van Denburgh, 
H. Vandenburgh, Jr., 
Nathaniel Babcock, 
Felix Lewis, 
Austin Crud, 
Tunis Williamson, 
B. Noxen, 
B. Crannell, 
Melancton Lewis, 
Peter Dubois, Jr., 
John Ferdon, 
Zachary Ferdon, 
Jacob Ferdon, 
Esquire Ferdon, 
John Miller, 
Arie Medlar, 
William.. Lassing, 
Samuel Hull, 
Isaac J. Lassing, 
FlemmingStoenbergh, 
George Ame, 
Jonathan Morey, 
Samuel Pinckney, 
Myndert Kidney, 
Jacobus Kidney, 
Jeremiah Dubois, 
Evert Pelts, 



Francs Pelts, 
Michel Pelts, 
Nehemiah Veal, 
Jacob Polmatier, 
Robert Kidney, 
Abraham Frair, 
Abraham Frair, Jr., 
Matthew Kipp, 
Simon Frair, Jr., 
John Bomen, 
Michael Weeding, 
John V. D. Bogart, 
Joseph Chaddirdon, 
John Hunt, 
James Latsing, 
Myndert Byndirs, 
Eli Emons, 
John Emons, 
John De Graff, 
Baltis Van Kleek, 
Matthew Kipp, 
James Wood, 
James Douglass, 
Aaron Olmstead, 
Henry Beyex, 
Eli Read, 
Ebenezer Badger, 



Peter P. Van Kleek, 
Gail Yelverton, 
John Palmitear, 
Francis Palmitear, 
John Coopman, 
Thomas Freer, 
William Emott, 
Michael John Rutsen, 
George Baldwin, 
Hendrick Miller, 
Henry Barns, 
Robert Churchell, 
Isaac Baldwin, 
Isaac Baldwin, Jr., 
AVilliam Barns, 
Simon Noxen, 
John Low, 
William Low, 
Thomas Pinkney, 
Elias Thompson, 
John Van Deburgh, 
H. J. Van Deburgh, 
Peter Van Deburgh, 
Ezekiel Pinkney, 
John Tinkney, 
Henry Barns, 
Peter Laroy. 



NORTHEAST PRECINCT, DUTCHESS COUNTY. 



Seth Case, Jr., 
Charles Graham, 
Benaniwell Denel, 

David Harvey, 
Seth Case, 
Thomas Merit, 
Ichabod Case, 
James Hodges, 
John Bull, 
Stephen Trusdell, 
Benjamin Egelston, 
Jonathan . Lawrence, 
Luther Holly, 



Ebenezer Hartwell, 
Josiah Holly, 
Seth Perry, 
David Lawrence, 
Ebenezer King, 
Abraham Hartwell, 
Gilbert Clapp, 
Joseph Rundel, 
Jeremiah Brownel, 
Uriah Lawrence, 
James Atwater, 
Philip Spencer, 
Joseph Peck, 



John Porter, 
Joshua Hamblin, 
Elisha Colver, 
Archibald Johnston, 
Samuel Nooly, 
Simon Dakin, 
Samuel Roe, 
Stephen Merritt, 
Alex. JAftMuIlin, 
John Buttolph, 
Adam Stevens, 
Thomas Knapp. 



A true return made of the names of those that refused 
to sign, given by me. 

Uriah Lawrence, Peter Knapp, 
David Botolph, John Halley. 



Fourth. Series. — Vol. hi. 
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NORTHEAST PRECINCT, DUTCHESS COUNTY. 



Samuel Kie, 
Hugh Rea, 
Elisha Mead, 
Robert Orr, 
John Orr, 
Jehiel Mead, 
Joseph Loggan, 
William Smile, 
John Crandle, 
Hugh Orr, 
Daniel Wilson, 
Samuel Mott, 
Ebenezer Young, 
David Love, 
Daniel Parks, 
David Hamblen, 
Peter Knickerbacker, 

Sen., 
L. Knickerbacker, 
P. Knickerbacker, Jr 
J. Knickerbacker, 
Robert Wilson, 
James Wilson, Jr., 



John Wilson, 
John Carey, 
Gulman Alitzer, 
Matthew Orr, 
William Rea, 
Joseph Foster, 
Jesse Ferris, 
Wintrip Norton, 
Joseph Palmer, Jr., 
Johnyal Meton, 
James Headding, 
Silence Jackson, 
Seth Fish, 
Isaac Winans, 
Marcus Headon, 
William Winans, 
Jeremiah Giffers, 
James Wilson, Sen., 
Frederick Stickels, 
, John Link, 
John Fulton, 
John Rouse, 
Edward Edsed, 



Benjamin Soulc, 
John May, 
J. Salisbury, Sen., 
David Bostwick, 
William Parks, 
John Bortell, 
Stephen Edgaat, 
George Edgeet, Jr., 
John Avery, 
Jonathan Smith, 
John Horn, 
Samuel Crandell, 
William Robbins, 
Peleg Horten, 
Michal Masfield, 
Moses Fish, 
John Carpenter, 
Asahel Owemer, 
Elijah Lake, 
Barnt Van Kleek, 
Oliver Evans, 
Joseph Palmer. 



James yvuson, jr., riuwiro mski, 

A list of the persons that refused to sign this Association 



William Clum, 
Philip Clum, 
Jonathan Batreck, 
William. Batreck, 
Jacob Loucks, Jr,, 
Peter Allen, 
Isaac Allen, 
Jacob Drum, 
ZecTirTTetr, 
Nicliptasjlow, 
John Hipman, 
John Drum, Jr., 
John Houk, 
John JRbw, 
John Row, 
Peter Row^ 
John Krjs tr , 
George Miner, 
JohnDrum, 
Zechri Philips, 
John Backes, 



Yerre Keffr, 
Martis Kreepr, 
Frederick Destr, 
Jacob Row, 
Peter Bitchr, 
Adam Bitchr, 
Andres Houk, 
Peter Bosson, 
Honesfblt Shaw, 
Simon Killmore, Sen, 
Jacob Killmore, 
Wynat Weever, 
Honthise Couse, 
John Houghtaling, 
Jacob Hover, 
Andrew Collson, 
John White, 
Joseph Mott, 
William Green, 
Nehemiah Avery, 
Amos Avery, 



Michal Coloney, 
Daniel Mead, 
Elisha Davis, 
William Davis, 
William Davis, 
Peter Couse, 
Jacob Couse, 
Jacob Houghtaling, 
Isaac Houghtaling, 
, Yost Hendrick, 
Wise Row, 
Dericli Fendik, 
Frederick Horn, 
Elijah Forgason, 
Jeremiah Forgason, 
Raban Crandell, 
John Philips, 
Gerret Holsop, 
Frederick Stickle, 
John Link, 
Jacob Shaver. 



Dutchess County, Northeast Precinct, July 5, 1775. 
The foregoing is a true return of the names of the In- 
habitants and Freeholders in the District allotted to us, 
that signed trns Association, and the names of those that 
refused to sign this Association. 

P. Knickerbacker, Daniel Wilson, 
Hugh Orr, J. Reisenberger, Jr. 



DUTCHESS 

Ebe nezer Bish op. 
Levi Stalker, 
Cornelius Ful ler, 
David Bulkley, 
Thomas TTfosby, 
Josep h Jackson , 
Dav yTSt. Jo hn, -- 
Th omas Crosb y^ Jr, 
Reriel Seton, 
WillardSeton, 



COUNTY, NORTHEAST PRECINCT. 



Ebenezer Crave, Jr., 
Philip Lott, 
Charles Trupell, 
Wheaton Robinson, 
Ebenezer Merrit, 
George Morhouse, 
Levi Rawlee, 
James Winchell, 
Jonathan Grenoll, 
Joseph Stalker, 



Benjamin Crosby, 
John Seton, 
Comfort Stalker, 
Viucenf Foster, 
John Wilke, 
Ebenezer Crave, 
Thomas Townsend, 
Benjamin Covey, 
James Coval, 
Caleb Woodard. 



Silas Husted, 
Morris Graham, 
John Wiltse, 
Henry Sherburne, 
Gideon Salsbury, 
Augustin Graham, 
John Shirar, 
John Colvin, 
David Orr, 
John Colupland, 
JohnFTayes, 
Asa Bullock, 
William Orr, 
DanieTPahner, 
Samuel Crandell, 



Samuel Crandell, 
John Row, 
John Brown, 
Israel Thompson, 
Richard Estes, 
John Burnet, 
John Sa, 
Samued Couger, 
Orra Forgoson, 
John Catten, 
William Stewart, 
James Ralston, 
John Head, 
Edward Senary, 
Lemuel Winchel, 



George Head, 
Bernard Ostrim, 
James Ailt, 
J_ohn Melham, 
Benjamin Southward, 
Benjamin Cuthbert, 
J. Simmons, 
George Schneyder, 
Cornese Dekmettac, 
Smith Simmons, 
Robert Enery, 
Cornelius Wels, 
Casper Rowe, 
Simon Gifford, 
Nathaniel Mead, 



Jonathan Mead, 
Lemuel Leed, 
Simon G. Myer, 
Lemuel Williams, 
John Crandell, 
Benjamin Congor, 
Cornelius McDaniel, 
John Crandell, 
Jeseph Crandell, 
Phineas Rice, 



James Stephens, 
James Newcomb, 
Adonijah Newcomb, 
John Lennon, 
Samuel Miller, 
James Winchel, 
Andrew Quick, 
Isaac Lamb, 
Bostion Row, 
Wm. H. C. Derry, 



Claudius Delis, 
George Robertson, 
Caleb Norton, 
Asa Bishop, 
Ensley Simmons, 
Garner Stuart, 
John Williams, 
Aaron Darling, 
John Hoff. 



Northeast Precinct, Dutchess County, July 5, 1775. 
A true return of the names of the Inhabitants and Free- 
holders of the several Districts allotted to us to hand about 
this Association. 

William Stuart, Matthew Mead, 
J. Simmons, Frederick Ham. 

list or PERSONS who refused to sign. 



Dutchess County, Nine Partners, Northeast Precinct, 

July 5, 1775. 

The above and foregoing is a true return of the names 
that were willing to sign this foregoing Association ; and the 
namesjrf jhose in the District, that .refused are on the other 
side of thTs*Xssociation paper. 

Geo. Morhouse, per Sub- Committee. 

The list of persons not signers : John McAlpine, Da- 
niel Mc Alpine, Walter Mc Alpine, McQuin, a young man 
lately from Scotland, Darby Lindsey, Lewis Bryan, James 
Bryan, 

DtfTtHESS COUNTY, NORTHEAST PRECINCT. 



Nicholas Silvernail, 
George Hookingham, 
Oliver Asten, 
Elisa Colvin, 
Nathaniel Niles, 
Abraham Osstrander, 
John Van Ramp, 
Jacob Brinstool, 
Thomas Gray, 
Henry Teets, 
Asa Brown, 
Jacob Donehen, 



Tenes Teelen, 
Abraham Scouten, 
Coonrad Melham, 
Jacob Vanbramer, 
John Smith, 
Christopher Teal, 
John Merrehew, 
Robert Embray, 
Philip Easter, 
John Pitchor, 
George Martin, 
George Shoemaker, 



Aaron Shaw, 
Daniel North, 
Casper Bell, 
Matthew Winter, 
John Wilde, 
Richard Wilde, 
William Wibs, 
Obadiah GefFord, 
William Stuart, 
J. Simmons, 
Nathaniel Mead. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY, NORTHEAST PRECINCT. 



Joseph Ketchum, 
Joseph Ketchum, Jr., 
Jonathan Mapes, 
Alden Ashley, 
Benjamin Perry, 
Josiah Perry, 
William Hager, 
Richard Denton, 
Samuel Egelston, Sr., 
Samuel Denton, 
Samuel Egelston, Jr., 
Ephraim Jones, 



Seth Calkin, 
Hezekiah Ketchum, 
Moses Calkin, 
Joshua Hamblin, 
Isias Denton, 
Arsthoe Vancry, 
Elijah Calkin, 
Jared Carter, 
Nathan Attwood, 
Isaac Rogers, 
Joseph Reynolds, Jr., 
Jonathan Close, 



Joseph Rogers, 
Abner Wilcox, 
Ebenezer Beatch, 
David Calkin, 
Charles How, 
Josiah Wilcox, 
Lebbeus How, 
Daniel Baker, 
Joshua Dakin, 
Jonathan Dolph, 
Nathaniel Lothrop. 



Northeast Precinct, Dutchess County, July 5, 1775. 

A true return of the names of the Inhabitants and the 

Freeholders in the Districts appointed for me to hand about 

this Association. T ^ 

Joseph Ketchum. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY, AMENIA PRECINCT, JUNE AND JULY, 
1775. 



Simeon Cook, 
Ichabod Paine, 
William Barker, 
Job Mead, 
Jonathan Shepherd, 
Elijah Holmes, 
Israel Shepherd, 
Abner Gillet, 
Jacob Power, 
Barnabas Paine, Jr., 
Noah Hopkins, 
Elias Besse, 
Ichabod Paine, Jr., 
Simeon Cook, Jr., 
James Hebbard, 
Samuel Shepherd, Jr., 
David Bruster, 
Elihu Paine, 
Asahel Sherwood, 
John Brusan, Jr., 
Elijah Daily, 
Thomas Cornwell, 
David Gillet, 
Ebenezer Mays, 
David Rundel, 
Thorn Pudney, 
Solomon Wheeler, 
Thomas Morey, 
James Palmer, 
Elijah Smith, 
Nehemiah Dunham, 
Gardner Gillet, 
Barnabas Paine, 
Joseph Backus, 
Elnathan Spalding, 
Levi Atwater, 
Benjamin Doty, 
Benjamin Atwater, 
Elijah Porter, 
John Atwater, 
Ezra Thurston, 
Archibald FaTr, 
King Mead, 
Seth Wheeler, 
Robert Wood, 
Zadock Buck, 
Timothy Tilson, 
Jacob Spuer, 



John Osborne, 
John Mead, 
Crover Buel, Jr., 
Barnabas Cole, 
Jonathan Allerton, 
Jame Barker, 
Noah Wheeler, 
Daniel Garnsey, 
Samuel King, Jr., 
Benjamin Brown, 
Matthew Stevens, 
William Finch, 
Joseph Smith, 
Thomas Lawrence, 
Ebenezer Carter, 
James Alsworth, Jr., 
Barzaleel Rudd, 
Rufus Herrick, 
Brinton Paine, 
Judah Burton, 
Janies Betts, 
Benjamin Holmes, 
John McNeil, 
Samuel Herrick, 
Benjamin Herrick, Jr 
William Herrick, 
John Curry, 
Shubal Tyler, 
Samuel Dodge, 
Thomas Welch, 
Stephen Herrick, Jr., 
Squire Davis, 
Abel Hebbard, 
Elisha Adams, 
Ebenezer Latimore, 
Ichabod Holmes, 
Samuel Waters, 
Justus Wilson, 
Wm, Wynants, Jr., 
Benjamin Crofoot, 
Benjamin Denton, Jr, 
Joel Denton, 
Benjamin Denton, 
Jacob Reynolds, 
James Beadle, 
BeujamiiTFowlcr, 
William Kn app, 
Abner Holmes, 



Nathan Herrick, 

Isaiah Mead, 

Theoph. Lockwood, 

Levi Mayhew, 

John Howard, 

WilliamFord, 

Jesse Kinne, 

Daniel Shepherd, 

Roswell Hopkins, 

Samuel King, 

Abraham Paine, 

John Branson, 

Jonathan Buck, 

David Collin, 

Zebulon Rudd, 

Peter Morse, 

Paul Johnson, 

Nathan Spuer, 

Israel Buck, 

John Thayer, 

Joseph Do LaveTgnc, 

Even Jones, 

Joab Cook, 

Jesse Smith, Jr., 
, Enoch Crosby, 

John Mordach, 

Ebenezer Park, 

William King, 

Grover Bull, 

Isaa c Park s, 

Parrock Sherwood, 

William Cornwell, 

Samuel Cornwell, 

Lewis De Lavergno, 

Thomas Smith, 

Gabriel Dickson, 

Timothy Green, 

John Holmes, 

Ezekiel Johnson, 

William Alsworth, 
, John Denney, Jr., 

W illiam Wilsoy, 

John Bartow, 

Elijah Roe, 

Isaac Mark s. 

James Burnet, 

Gideon Castle, 

Nathaniel Cook, 
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Benjamin Vann, 
Samuel Holmes, 
Stephen Kinne, 
Jabez Crippin, 
Lawrence Wiltse, 
Joseph Fowler, 
John Denton, 
Abraham Adams, 
Isaac Burton, 
Daniel Blaksly, 
Robert Wilson, 
Joel Ketchum, 
Ebenezer Kinne, 
Richard Brush, 
Benjamin Herrick, 
Edmond Perlee, 
William Blunt, 
Monmouth Purdy, 
Jacob Elliot, 
Stephen Reynolds, 
Joshua Talcut, 
Ezra Cleavland, 
Samuel Thompson, 
John Coy, 
Stephen Herrick, 
James Smith, Jr., 



Beriah Thomas, William Adams, 

Isaac Burton, Jr., Ephraim Ford, 

Mayhew Dagget, Jr., Abraham Adams, Jr., 



Nathaniel Foster, 
John Drake, 
David Brown, 
William Moulton, 
Ezra Bryan, 
James Allen, 
Eli Burton, 



Weight Milleman, 
Daniel Davison, 
James Dickson, 
Elisha Latimore, 
John Collins, 
John Benedict, 
Versal Dickinson, 



Sam'l Thompson, Jr., William Brush, 



John Ford, 
John Thurston, 
William McColIough, 
Jonathan Fish, 
John Farr, 
John Douglass, 
Joest Power, 
Elijah Wood, 
Reuben Wilson, 
Daniel May, 
Moses Harris, Jr., 
William Reynolds, 
John Barnet, Jr., 
James Ford, 
John Jones, 



Piatt Smith, 
Josiah Webb, 
Sylvester Hahdley, 
Elijah Kinne, 
Samuel Benedict, 
John Barnet, 
David Waters, 
Lemuel Brush, 
Jason Hammond, 
David Trusdel, 
Job Milk, 
Adin Tubbs, 
Jared Rundol, 
Joel II. Thurston. 



I do agree to the above Association, so far that it doth 
not interfere with the oath of my office, nor my allegiance 
to the King. Isaac Smith. 

Not to infringe on my oaths. Abraham Becker. 

June 8, 1775. 

This may certify, to all people whom it may concern, 
that I, the subscriber, am willing to do what is just and 
right to secure the privileges of America, both civil and 
sacred, and to follow the advice of our reverend Congress, 
so far as they do the word of God and the example of 
Jesus Christ; and I hope, in the grace of God, no more 
will be_required. As witness my hand : 

John Garnsey. 

The following persons (three Tories) have neglected to 
sign the Association: Joel Harvey, Jun., Philip Roive; 
John Garnsey has signed the paper annexed. 

Roswell Hopkins. 
Amenia, July 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to your request, I have pro- 
cured the persons within mentioned to subscribe the Asso- 
ciation, together with Mr. Samuel King and Mr. Silas 
Marsh, all in Amenia Precinct, in Dutchess County. The 
two lists of Mr. Marsh and this have four hundred and 
twenty signers, and six have delayed or refused. 

I am, Gentlemen, yours, &c, Roswi , LL Hopkins. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY, AMENIA PRECINCT. 



Abraham Slpcum, 
John Mead, 
John Freeman, 
Joel Washburn, 
Nathan Gates, 
Thomas Thomas, 
John Seymour, 
Stephen Warren, 
Eleazer Gilson,' 
James Mead, 
Alexander Hewson, 
Jared Brace, 
Eliakim.Reed, Jr., 
Samuel Dunham, 
John Tomer, 
Martin De Lemetter, 
Joseph Doty, 
Samuel Sniter, 
Samuel Jarvis, 
JiOt Levitt, 
John Boyd, 
Matthew Vandeusen, 
Nathani el Swi ft, 
Eleazer Morton, 
Isaac Osburn, 
Jonathan Hunter, 
Samuel Swift, 
Ashbel Winegar, 
Reuben Doty , 
William Hunt, 
NichoIasJRow, 
Samue l Gra y. 
SimeqrrReed, 
Samuel, Southwp rtli, 
Elisha TIoUiner , 
Benja min Max am, 
Moses Gillett, 
Lemu el Shirtliff , 
AbiaVMott, 
Samuel West, 



John Cline, 
Jeha. Rogers, 
Robert Freeman, 
Joseph Penoyer, 
Samuel Johnson, 
Jeduthan Gray, 
Johabod Rogers, Jr., 
Elijah Freeman, 
Peter "Shavelean, 
Joseph Daty, 
Richard" Shavelean, 
Solomon Shavelean, 
Benjamin Crippen, 
David Payne, 
Heth Kelly, 
Nathaniel Pmney, 
EbenezerBosse, 
Joseph, Gray, 
Josiah Marsh, 
Samuel Palmer, 
ObadiAh Matthews, 
Daniel Sage, 
James Chapman, 
Daniel Harvey, 
Thad, Maning, 
Amos PenoyeT, 
Joseph Gillet, 
James B. Rowe, 
Abner Shabalier, 
Jonas Adams, 
Thomas Ajly, 
David Randle, 
Benjamin Sage, 
Moses Brown, 
John Scott, 
Gerard Gates, 
Elkahah Stephens, 
John Mears, 
Andrew Stephens, 
Josiah Cleavland, 



John Connor, 
Richard Larrabc, 
Zedekiah Brown, 
Henry Barnes, 
Jonah Barnes, 
Benjamin Johns, 
Ebenezer Larrabe, 
Ezra St. John, 
Obed Harvey, 
Robert Patrick, 
Isaac De Lemetter, 
Thiel Lamb, 
Benjamin Delano, 
Daniel Webster, 
SarrraeOudson, 
William Mitchell, 
Henry Winegar, 
William Young, 
John Barry, 
James Reed, 
John Chamberlain, 
Colbe Chamberlain, 
Ezra Reed, 
Dan Barry, 
David Doty, 
John Sackett, 
Garret Winegar, 
Walter Lothrop, 
Ezekiel Sackett, 
Increase Child, 
Elisha Barlow, 
Corns. Atherton, 
Reuben Doty, 
Sylvanus Nye, 
Edmnrid Bramhall, 
Elijah Heed, 
Stephen Delano, 
Gershpm Reejl, 
Moseg Barlow, 
Solomon Armstrong, 



Thomas Ganong, 
Elihu Beard, Jr., 
Nathan Palmer, 
John De Lemetter, 
William Chamberlain, 
Nathan Barlow, 
Simeon Hellsy, 
Zadock Knapp, 
Benjamin Hollister, 
John Sackett, Jr., 
Robert Hebard, 
Joshua Losel, 
John Marchant, 
Daniel Castle, 
Abraham French, 



Seelye Trowbridge, 
Asa Foot, 
Barnabas Gillet, 
Elijah Smith, 
John Lloyd, 
Ephraim Besse, 
Robert Johnson, 
Jonathan Pike, 
Gilbert Willett, 
Thomas Mygatt, 
Obed Harvey, Jr., 
Silas Roe, 
Nathaniel Gates, 
Seth Dunham, 
Caleb Dakin, 



Sir : In pursuance of your order 
above subscribers, (true Whigs,) and 
respect, your very humble servant, 



Joseph Green, 
Simon Whitcomb, 
William Roberts, 
Albert Finch, 
Joseph Benson, 
Garret Row, 
Nathan Barlow, 
Abell Marchant, 
Rufus Seeton, 
Henry Winegar, 
Dier Woodwoith, 



John Benson, 
Samuel Winegar, 
David Lamb, 
John Gates, 
Edward Bump, 
John Dunham, 
Richard Sackett, 
Stephen Gates, 
Daniel Washburn, 
Jacob Dorman, 



George Sornburgh, 
Frederick Sornburgh, 
Isaac Darrow, 
Joseph Adams, 
Conrad Winegar, 
Levi Orton, 
William Hall, 
Peter Klyn, 
Ledyard J. Charts, 
Isaac Lamb, 
Elias Shavilier, 
Silas Marsh, 
Robert Freehart, 
Bowers Slason. 

I have procured the 
am, Sir, with great 

Silas Marsh. 

Seth Swift, 
Ellis Briggs, 
Samuel Heart, 
Elisha Mays, 
Joseph Williams, 
Silas Reed, 
Richard Hamilton, 
Judah Swift, 
Samuel Dunham, Sr., 
Peter Slason. 



The black roll of Tories. Though out of my limits, I am 
compelled to remind you, Gentlemen, of James Smith, Esq., 
who is notoriously wicked. 

SIGNERS IN RHINEBECK PRECINCT, DUTCHESS COUNTY. 



Petrus Ten Broeck, 
P. G. Livingston, 
George Sheldon, 
William Beam, 
John Van Ness, 
Herman Hoffman, 
Ananias Cooper, 
David Van Ness, 
Egbert. Benson, 
Jacob Hermanse, 
Andri as Hermanse, 
Peter Hermanse, 
Zach. Hoffman, Jr., 
Martin Hoffman, 
Zacharias Hoffman, 
Abraham Cole, 
James Everett, 
William Bitcher, Jr., 
Jacob More, Jr., 
Christian Mohr, 
Lodowick Ensell, 
Isaac Walwork, 
Samuel Green, 
Peter Traver, 
Andrew Simon, 
Jacob Fisher, 
Samuel Elmendorph, 
Zacharias Backer, 
Johannes Hunnule, 
Johannes Richter, 
Levi Jones, 
Isaac Cole, 
Henderick Miller, 
Simon Cool, Jr., 
Frederick Weir, 
John Banks, 
H. J. Kniekerbacker, 
William_Tuttle, 
Stephen Sears, 
Joseph Houlsworth, 
Jacob Thomas, 
Philip Feller, 
Harman Whitbeck, 
Evert Vosburgh, 
John Moore, 
Philip J, Moore, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
John Williams, 
Joseph Lcriercree, 
Jacob Vosburg, 
James Doglas, 
John Garrison, 
Nicholas Hermanse, 
Philip Bonasteal, 
Simon S. Cole, 
Andres jVIiohol, 
JohrjLLewis, 
Christeaun 31 jller, 
William Klum, 
Johannes Miller, 
Thomas Lewis, 
Heiidrick Livoy, 
Everhart Rydders, 
Henry Kuneke, 
George Sperling, 
Elias'Hihneon, 
Samuel "Haines, 



Peter Lodewyck, 
Jacob Elmendorph, 
Jan Elmendorph, 
Patt Hogan, 
Evert Hermanse, 
John Cole, 
Petrus Bitcher, 
Zacharias Roob, 
John Batist, 
Helmes Heermanse, 
CorneliusElmendorpl 
Philip Staats, 
John Staats, 
Peter Staats, 
Isaac Beringer, Jr., 
William Waldorn, 
Frederick Bonner, 
John Hermanse, 
Stoffie Waldorn, 
Johannes Bonner, 
George Sharpe, 
Christeaun Backer, 
Petrus Backer, 
Johannes Backer, 
Coenradt Lescher, 
Michael Sheffel, 
Goetlieb Mavdin, 
Heiidrick Mardin, 
David .Martini 
Cornelius Swart, 
James Adams, 
Daniel Ocden, 
Jacob Schermerhom, 
Cornelius Schermorn, 
Reyer Heermans, 
Jacob Heerrnaiis, 
William Bitcher, 
Wilhelmus Bitcher, 
John Heermanse, 
Godfrey Gray, 
Heiidrick Teter, Jr., 
Abraham Teter, 
Johannes Smith, 
Jacob Myer, 
Edward W T heeler, 
Peter Hoffman, 
William Beringer, 
Conrad Beringer, 
Henry KTum, Jr., 
C. Oosterhoudt, 
Benjamin Myers, 
John Oosterhoudt, 
Peter Cole, 
Simon Kool, 
Jacob Maul, 
Everardus B^oardeo, 
Simon Westfall, 
Jacob Tremper, 
William RadcliFt, 
H. Waldorph, Jr., 
Henrich Benner, 
Jacob Moul, Sen,, 
Benj. Van Steenburgh 
Johannes V an K eurcn, 
Tohyes Van Keuren, 
John KJurn^ 
Godfrey Hendrlck", 



Jacob Beringer, 

Joseph Younck, 

Christian Fero, 

Reyer Schermerhom, 

Wilhelmus Smith, 
Frederick Moul, 
George Reystorf, 
William Harrison, 
Christoff Schneyd, 
Christophel Fitch, 

, John Schermerhom, 
Henry Waterman, Jr., 
Jacob Waterman, 
Henry Litmer, 
John Mares, 
Isaac Mares, 
James Ostrander, 
Christopher Wever, 
Peter Westfall, Jr., 
Heriry Gisselberght, 
John Bender, 
Zacharias Whitcman, 
Joseph Hobart, 
William Schultzs, 
John Blair, 
Thomas Greves, 
Michal Schatzel, 
Jeseph Rogers, 
Benjamin Bogardus, 
Hans Kierstead, 
Isaac Kip, 
Jacob J. Kip, 
Henry Beekman, 
Evert V. JWagenen, 
Art V. Wagenan, 
Philip Heermanse, 
W. Van Vredenburgh, 
Jacob Kip, 
Jacob A. Kip, 
John Tremper, 
Henrv Shop, 
Peter Shopf, 
H endrick_Moon , 
Henrick Berrger, 
Johannes Turck, 
John White, Jr., 
John Cowles, 
Harman Duncan, 
John Denness, 
William Waldrom, 
Cornelius Demond, 
S . Van Bunscoten, 
B. Van Vredenburgh, 
Peter Scoot, 
Jonathan Scoot, 
John Mitchell, 
DaviOlnlford, 
Lemuel Mulford, 
James Tewls, 
Peter D. Witt,' 
J ohn Pawling, 
Olbartus Slckner, 
Andrew Rowan, 

, Marti nes B urger, 
Johannes Scott, 
Jacob Sickner, Jr., 
Barent V. Wagenon, 
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Jacob Sicklier, 
J. Van Akcn, 
Peter Van Naukcr, 
Jacob N. Schriver, 
Paul Gruber, 
Solomon Powell, 
Henry Bull, 
George Bull, 
William Powell, 
Caspar Haberlen, 
Thomas TJmphry, 
Abraham Scott, 
William Troophage, 
Alexander Campbell, 
Abraham Kip, 
Peter Brown, 
JacoB Schuttz, 
John Hufman, 
Henry Freligh, Jr., 
R, yh oey a nbargh , 



Peter Radclif, 
Simon Schoot, Jr., 
William Schoot, Jr., 
Jacob Lewis, 
Jacobus Kip, 
William Skepmus, 
Johannes P. V. Mood, 
William Dillman, 
Cornelius Miller, 
Simon Millham, 
Lawrence Millham, 
Jacob Milham, 
Simon Milham, 
John Weaver, Jr., 
Benj. Oosterhoudt, 
Christ. Doninarh, 
Ahraham Westfall, 
John McFort, 
William Carney, 
Philip Feller, Jr., 



Nicholas Binestale, 
Philip Binestale, Jr., 
C. Wenneberger, 
Johannes Benner, 
Jacob Benner, 
Jacob Folant, 
John Rogers, 
Nicholas Stickle, 
Jacob Tell, 
John Sater, 
John Haass, 
Wm. V. Pradenburgh, 
Rulif J. Kip, 
P. Van Vradenburgh, 
Henry Burges, Jr., 
Ulriah Bates, 
William McCIuro, 
Joshua Chombor, 
Zach. Neor, 
Nicholas Stickle, Jr. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY, JUNE AND JULY, 1775. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY, RHINEBECK PRECINCT. 

A return of the names of such persons as have refused 
to sign the General Association. 

Egbert Benson, 
Chairman of the Precinct Committee. 



Mordecai Lester, 
Peter Presses, 
Timothy Poughty, 
Adam Tibbie, 
Jacob Tibbie, 
Lodowick Streght, 
Peter Em. Schryver, 
Peter Freligh, 
Steophamus Freligh, 
AdamT-Icker, 
Peter Ecker, 
Johannes Ecker, 
Adam jury Fucker, 
J. Van Vradenburgh, 
Jacob Van Esten, 
Zebujon jHalHck, 
Adam TTarghT, 
Michael Brace, 
George Stover, 
George An3erson, 
Zacharias Cramer, 
Johannes Cramer, 
Johan. Van Esten, Jr., 
Ste phanusJBurger, 
Chri stian Bargh, 
Christian Bargh, Jr., 
John H_allock, 
Christtan Bruce, 
PetrasTrame, 
HenmcT ATSch ijver, 
Marthen "Scbryv er, 
Marthynes Schryver, 
T. Van Benschoten, 
E. V a n Benschqjen , 
Egbert Bunchoten, 
Harinanus Bunchoten, 
John Cornell, 
John Sickner, 
B. V. Vradenburgh, Jr., 
Henry Pawling, 
John Schryver, 
David Schryver, 
John Brown," 
Hendk, Ecker, Jr., 
Jacob Chafer, 
John Holmes, 
Philip Pinek, 
John Pinek, 
Philip Pinek, Jr., 
Jacob Elen, 
Henry Wederwaks, 
Abraham Wederwaks, 
Philip Loune, 
Bashan Loune, 
Anderis_Loun_e, 
George Lament, 
Jacob Loune, 
John "v7els, Jr :J _ 
Benjamin WesTfall, 
Benjamin Wels, 
John Hendericks, 
Jacob ffendencks, Jr., 
John Bander, Jr., 
John Tile, 
Joest Schcyer, 
Frederick Schever, 
Henry Schever, 
Ant hony Strant, 
Benj; SFehburgh, Jr., 
. Hendrick Myer, 
Tunis .Bontcher, 
ConraJO'oIver, 
Casper Bontcher, 



Jacob Yager, 
Juery Hoffman, 
Nicholas Hoffman, 
Johan. Righpenbergh, 
Petrus Righpenbergh, 
Andris Luyck, 
Zacharias Drom, 
Hendrick Heermans, 
Jacobus Kip, 
Johan. Van Wagoner, 
Barent Van Wagoner, 
Matthew Van Etter, 
Cobus Van Etter, 
Isaac Van. Etter, 
Hendrick Pelts, 
Lodowick Elshaver, 
Peter "Nile, 
Coenradt Bammas, 
Martha Teel, 
Lawrence Tecl, Jr., 
Johannes Fravcr, 
Peter Fradcnburgh, 
Hans Zipperly, 
Jose Neer, 
David Lown, 
Johannes Lown, Jr., 
Jacob Seeman, 
John Seeman, 
Jacoh Seeman, Jr., 
David Keeman, Jr. , 
Jeremiah Seeman, Jr., 
Petrus Fero, 
Martin Threccarter, 
Bastian Witterwax, 
Hendrick Shook, 
Christian Shook, 
Cobus Shook, 
George Shook, 
Peter Freligh, 
Michael Seeman, 
Abraham Seeman, 
Jacob Cole, 
Jacob Miller, 
John J.. Cole, 
Jacob. Shomaker, 
George Bcnnet, 
Johannes Sager, 
Christian JJederick, 
George Dederick, 
Michael Puis, 
David Puis, 
Christuffal Puis, 
Daniel Puis, 
George Puis, 
Michael Puis, 
Bashan Wagor, 
Powlis Wagor, 
John Marquet, 
Johannes Barker, 
Martner Barker, 
Lawrence Barker, 
George Marquet, 
Peter Prough, 
PowTis Prough, 
Adam Asher, 
John Asher, 
Gerrit Dedrick, 
Jacob Kisel Bargh, 
John Kip, 
Benj. Van Etten, 
Jacobus B. Van Etten, 
Jaco6"us"Van Etten, 
Jacobus J. Van Etten, 



Abraham Van Etten, 
Benj. Van Etten, Jr., 
John Van Etten, 
Jacob Van Etten, 
Philip Traver, 
Bastian Traver, 
Peter Traver, 
John Traver, 
Jacobus Vradenburgh, 
Jacs. Vradenburgh, Jr., 
Christopher Ring, 
George Ring, 
Johannes Ring, 
David Ring, 
Peter Westfall, 
John V. Steenbuigh, 
Gradus Lewis, 
John B. Kip, 
Hugh Landen, 
John Kettyman, 
Christian Shults, 
John Shults, 
Henry Richart, 
Dowie Richart, 
Philip Richart, 
Johannes Richart, 
William Wallace, 
Henry Wallace, 
Francis Nehis, 
ChaTles Nehis, 
Francis Nehis, Jr., 
Peter H. Traver, 
John H. Traver, 
Frederick Traver, 
Jacob Traver, 
Abraham Kip, 
Peter Scriver, 
Peter Kip, 
Henry Lewis, 
Jacob Kelder, 
John G. Miller, 
William Mackay, 
Thomas Briant, 
Jacob Smith, 
John Tennis, 
William Waldrom, 
B. Van Benthysen, 
Johannes Rysdorf, 
Jacob S, Kip, 
Cornelius Fynhout, 
Corns. Fynhout, Jr. , 
Petrus Rysdorf, 
Lawrence Rysdorf, 
A rent Kip, 
Jacobus Kip, Jr., 
Peter Elkenbergh, 
Petrus Cram, 
Adam Shever, 
Jury A. Shufelt, 
AVilliam Fuller, 
Lawrence Shewfelt, 
Petrus Shewfelt, 
Adam Shewfelt, 
John Allemten, 
John F. Allemten, 
Jacop Evans, 
David Shaver, 
Jacob Lown, 
Frederick Slays, 
P. Van Benthuysen, Sr., 
J. Van Benthuysen, 
Peter Van Alen, 
Phil, S. Livingston. 



Henry Sherburne, 
Jonathan Lewis, 
John Hibbird, 
Theophilus Wadlcigh, 
Timothy Soaper, 
Samuel Smith, 
Daniel Soule, 
Jacob Lesh, 
Benjamin Atwater, 
Titus Mead, 
David Robins, 
John Robins, 
Peter Smith, 
Jesse Cornell, 
Absolem Trowbridge, 
Jeremiah Shaw, 
Stephen Atwater, 
Joseph Crary, 
Isaac Smith, 
Thomas Hill, 
Peter Van Deursen, 



Moses Golph, 
Ezekiel Rie, 
Ira Winans, 
Lambert Mory, 
Peter Smith, Jr., 
Nathan Lounsbury, 
Epenetus Lounsbury, 
Andrus Stickel, 
Christian Cambel, 
Cornelius Viller, 
John Schermerhorn, 
B. Knickerbacker, Jr., 
Peter Van Leuven, 
Caleb Reynolds, 
David Fisk, 
Obadiah Holmes, 
John Knickerbacker, 
Petrus Hommel, 
Benj. Knickerbacker, 
Caleb Force, 
Richard Gray, 



Eliphalet Piatt, 
Isaac Wood, 
Phineas Rice, Jr., 
Isaac Young, 
James Young, 
Benjamin Terbush, 
Gabriel Dowzenbory, 
Wilhelm Finche, 
Benjamin Crandle, 
William Smith, 
Motise Wilse, 
John Stuart, 
Adam Snider, 
William Mansfield, 
Michael Row, Jr., 
Philip Smith, 
Jacob Wewer, 
Samuel Mabbitt, 
John Parkinson, 
James Neeson, 
Israel Ureen, Jr. 



July 5, 1775. 
We, the subscribers, being legally chosen as a Sub-Com- 
mittee, do return the names of all persons who have signed 
the above Association ; and likewise the persons who did 

not sign, on the back. .-, ,-, 

° ' Charles (jraham, 

Henry Sherburne, 
a list of the persons not signers. 



John Geo. Rerrick, 
Hontice Smith, Sr., 
Hontice Smith, Jr., 
Nicholas Smith, 
Leonard Smith, 
Jonathan Griffin, 
Jonathan Devall, 
Tice Wisey, 
Benjamin Willbor, 
William Merrifield, 
Jacob Melions, Jr., 
Motise Row, 
Daniel McConaley, 
William Melions, 



Lockland Mcintosh, 
Alexander Mcintosh, 
William Mcintosh, 
Andrus Pulvin, 
William Rector, 
Valentine Emert, 
Hendk. Younklion, 
John Stickel, 
John Bearry, 
Mical Simons, 
Jacob Louke, 
Cornelius Clark, 
Vandil Pulvin, 
John Pulvin, 



Henderrick Cufin, 
Peter Pulvin, 
Hendrick Hoofman, 
Philip Snider, 
Benj. Vanleuvan, 
Isace Vanleuvan, 
John Weaver, 
Harry Weaver, 
Hendrick Row, 
Giles Weaver, 
Michael Smith, 
Mical Row, Sr., 
JohnTeter Row, 
Tuce Smith. 



We, the subscribers, inhabitants of the Colony of Neiv- 
York, do most solemnly declare, that the claims of the 
British Parliament to bind, at their discretion, the people 
of the United Colonies in America in all cases whatso- 
ever are, in our opinions, absurd, unjust, and tyrannical ; 
and that the hostile attempts of their fleets and armies to 
enforce submission to those wicked and .ri diculo us claims 
ought to be resisted by arms. And therefore we do en- 
gage and associate, under all the ties which we respectively 
hold sacred, to defend by arms these United Colonies 
against the said hostile attempts, agreeable to such laws or 
regulations as our representatives in the Congress, or future 
General Assemblies of this Colony, have or shall, for that 
purpose, make and establish. „ r 

1 r SAMUEL VVHITTEN. 

The names of those who refuse to sign the Association 
in Charlotte Precinct are : Peter Hatfield, Eliphaz Fish, 
Jahes Finch, Joseph HustecT, Edward TJndrel, Richard 
Simmons, Daniel Sales, Jonathan Lapham, Stephen Ilix, 
Barnard Hix, Henry Weeks, Samuel Titus, Hendrick 
Bue, Richard Bartleit, John Watson, Samuel Mosher, 
Edward Mosher, Ichabod White, Matthias Brogue, Uriah 
Hall 



SIGNERS IN SUFFOLK COUNTY, 



Jeremiah Tuthill, 
Jonathan Tuthill, 
Thomas Terry, 3d, 
Stephen Vail, Jr., 
John Terry, Jr., 
William King, 
Richard Youngs, 
Frederick Taber, 
Joel King, 

Jeremiah Tuthill, Jr., 
Jeremiah King, 
David Wheeder, 
David Wiggins, Jr., 
Joshua Youngs, 
Thomas Wiggins, 
George Brown, 
Daniel Youngs, 
Hinecpr Youngs, 
Donel Vail, 
Joseph Young, Jr., 
Hezekiel Glover, Jr., 



Orange Webb, 
William Webb, 
Thomas Vail, 
John Mills, 
John Yourrgs, 
James Grirhng, 
John O Moore, 
Peter Griffing, 
David Terry, 
Syl Lester, 
Jonathan Terry, 
Asa King, Jr., 
Samuel Beebee, 
Groves Glover, 
John King, Jr., 
Lester Beebee, 
Amon Taber, Jr., 
Robert Hanloy, 
Daniel Brown, 
Jeremiah Vail, Jr., 
Jonathan "King," Jr., 



MAY, 1775. 

Joseph Patty, 
Stephen^Vail, 
Ezekiel Glover, 
Jonathan Young, 
William TTing, 
Daniel Young, 
Daniel Tuthill, 
Barnabas Tuthill, 
Calvin Moore, 
Christopher Brown, 
Nathaniel King, 
John Tuthj]] x 
AzariaYTiithill, 
Jonathan Terry, 
'Joseph Lee, 
Benjamin King, 
Epbraim King, 
Asa King, 
John King, 
Benjamin Racket, 
Joseph King, 



«09 

Joseph Booth, 
Isaiah Brown, 
Jeremiah Vail, 
Peter tuthiil, 
Christopher Tuthiil, 
Lion Gardiner, 
John Tuthiil, Jr., 
Joseph Terry, 
Rufus Tuthiil, 
Noah Terry, 
Thomas Terry, Jr., 
Abraham Vail, 
Samuel Landon, 
Robert Hempsted, 
Zebulon Halleck, 
Allsup Pane, 
Fregift Wells, 
Samuel Griffing, 
John Conkling, 
John Halleck, 
Daniel Conkling, 
James Davis, 
Nathajj Haines, 
Joshua Terry, 
Abijah Corey, 
Joseph Prince, 
Barnabas Stanton, 
Obadiah Vail, 
Nath. Young, 
Benjamin Bayley, 
John Darrow, 
Dayton Smith, 
Gam'l Bayley, 
Richard Terry, 
Stephen Bayley, 
Daniel Griffing, 
John Pain, 
JacoFTSonkling, 
John Tuthiil, Jr., 
Jonathan Bayley, 
Benjamin Pain, 
Jona. Conkling, Jr., 
William JNorton, 
Abraham Corey, 
Joseph Peck, 
JamesJW^JBoc p th , 
Ebenezer Jennings, 
JohnTPrlnce, 
Giles Wells, 
FITaTffm Perry, 
John Dickerson, 
Daniel Booth, Jr., 
William Case, 
James Corwin, 
EUsbTa Vail, 
JpTuTFranks, 
JoJin Crake, 
John Conklin, Jr., 
PeterTOmse, 
Thomas Hempsted, 

AarorLQ verton , 

John 0~verton, Jr., 
IchaEoT Cleveland, 
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Jonathan Rogers, 

William Rogers, Jr., 

Eleazer Way, 

Joseph Conkling, 

John Goldsmith, 

Moses Case, 

Benjamin Horton, 

John Overton, 

Samuel Corwin, 

Stephen Corwin, 

Nathaniel Corwin, 

Thomas Hutchinson, 

John Foster, 

Obadiah Johnes, 

Elias Pelletreaw, 

Uriah Rogers, 

Abraham Rose, 

Silas Halsey, 

Gershom Culver, 

Thomas Johnes, 

Jonathan Halsey, 

Lemuel Halsey, 

David Rose, 

Isaac Post, 

Thomas Cooper, Jr., 

Silas Howell, 

Jackson Scott, Jr., 

Ezekiel Howell, 

Henry Hudson, 
Ephraim L'Homme- 

dieu, Jr., 
Stephen Foster, 
Paul Halsey, 
Adonijah Rayner, 
James Post, 
Stephen Bishop, 
Benjamin Cooper, 
Abraham Cooper, 
Elias Cooper, 
Elias Matthews, 
Joshua Halsey, 
Moses Halsey, Jr., 
Abraham, Rogers, 
Joseph Hildreth, 
Matthew Howell, 
Nathaniel Foster, Jr., 
Stephen Howell, 
William Hill, 
William Jones, Jr., 
Isaiah Halsey, 
Ryall Howell, 
Edward Stephens, 
Wakman Foster, 
Abra'm Fordham, Jr., 
Capt. John Howell, 
Joel Sandford, 
Silas Wolley, 
Caleb Cooper, 
Nehemiah Sayre, 
Ephraim Howell, 
Capt. David Howell, 
Jos, Goldsmith, 
Zeb. Jessup, 



Natlianiel Bousseau, Charles Wolley, 

Joseph Cleveland, Stephen Howell, 

William Budd, Abraham Howell, 

Joseph "Hallock, IsaacTost, Jr., 

DavKTConkTTng, Jonah Howell, Jr., 

Thomas Prince, Shadrach Hildreth, 

John Storrs, FJiaj Howell, 

ESaTZHommedieu, Ephraim Foster, 

DarH Conkling, John Harm, 

Jonathan King, William White, Jr. 

Samuel Youngs, Zoh. Halsey, Jr., 

Daniel Tuthiil, George Mackio, 

PhiluTChaee, John. SayTc, 

Barnabas Hortpn^Jr., John Palletreau, 

SamueTXandon, Jr., Charles Howell, 

JohnZBousseau, 

JohnVaill, .. 

David Conkling, 

Nathaniel Overton, 

NatM Dveiton, Jr., 

James Overton, 



DairielJBooth^ 
WilEamTlQiton, . .. 
A&ifaTrVVMs, 
JoshuaZEeves, 
JoshuaOvfflton, 
Selah Dickerson^ 

ElterTQverton, 

IsaaeZOvertoh , 

Jonathan Wjsbb, 

JarnnJIprton, 

JoshjialSaJnion, 
JameB Tervy, 

Edwar4£sn-°yi . 
BenjammDavTs, 
Joliii.T3aMsmith, Jr., 
Jo3hna_Sahnon, Jr.^ 
S afrnHZCprwihT^ 



MosBtQveHon, - 

Nfih^ueTIiorainSih. Jsmes 



Zebulon Cooper 
Stephen Halsey, 
JonakHowell, 
Paul Jojjfis, 
Samuel Howell, 
Samuel Cooper, 
Samuel Bishop, Jr., 
Samuel Peirson, 

WiJlMunJlidla 111 ' 
Josiah Jagger, 
Timothy Rcmsen, 
Ashbel Heriick, 
Zophar Cooper, 
Jeremiah Post, 
DavitLRoae, Jr., 
Ichabod^ayre, Jr., 
DavnTRayner, Jr., 
JohnJBishop, Jr., 
Daniel Hildreth, Jr., 
Joseph Hildreth, Jr., 
Joseph Gbodalo, 
Elia^JIennings, 
ffeWT^mlthT _.. 
Joh iTHowelir J.r.i 
Jo'dediahTosteT,. 
'ennfngs 



Isaas_Casc, 3d, 

NfllSnSLOvfiltpn,^ 

\VjffiamIRogerSj 

Fourth Series. 



Capt. John Fowler, 

SumuiTJones, 

SlnmSTEHn35gB, 

— Vol7hi. 



Hczekiah Jagger, 
Benj. Huntington, 
Jehiel Howell, 

Silvanus White, 
Thomas Stephens, 
John Kenny, 
Jeremiah Ludlam, 
David Hains, 
William Halsey, 
Jonah Tarbell, 
Sylvanus Cook, 
John Halsey, 
Silas Woodruff, 
Anthony Ludlam, 
Daniel Woodruff, 
Benjamin Woodruff, 
Moses Rose, 
Samuel Hains, 
Daniel Sanford, Jr., 
Ezekiel Rose, 
Elnathan Fain, 
Daniel Brown, 
Isaac Howell, 
Stephen Rose, 
William Bogers, 
Capt.Wm. Bogers, Jr., 
David Lupton, 
Daniel Mulford, 
Jesse Halsey, Sen., 
John Rogers, 
Nathaniel Rogers, 
Jonathan Rogers, 
James Hains, 
Henry Halsey, 
David Cooper, Jr., 
Barnett Corweth, 
Ethan Halsey, 
Elisha Halsey, 
Wm. Rogers Halsey, 
D. Fisher Halsey, 
Silas Halsey, 
Lemuel Jennings, 
James Sandford, 
Silas Tapping, 
Zeph. Tapping-, 
William Schellingor, 
Matthew Coper, 
Thomas HalBey, 
James Brown, 
Ephraim White, 
Stephen White, 
Abraham Rogers, 
Tapping Rogers, 
Caleb Brown, 
Isaac Loper, 
David Woodruff, 
David Woodruff, Jr., 
Silas Cook, 
Silas Cooper, 
Silvanus Sandford, 
David Cook, 
David Cooper, 
Ethan Japping, 
Henry Sandford, 
Daniel Stratten, 
Jeremiah Straiten, 
Ananias Cooper, 
Benjamin Wolley, 
David Rogers, 
Abraham Baker, 
Josiah Halsey, 
David Cornithe, 
Jaiiies Hains, 
Matthew Jagger, 
Joseph Rogers, 
Ebenezer Edwards, 
Stephen Halsey, Jr., 
Job Fierson, 
Abraham Pierson, 
Josiah Pierson, 
Jonathan Hedges, 
David Pierson, 
David Hand, 
Jodediah Pierson, 
Theophilus Pierson, 
David Sayre, 
Charles Tapping, 
Lemuel Pierson^ 
Nathan PTerson, 
Zebulon Pierson, 
Matthew Pierson, 
Caleb Russell, 
Lemuel Pierson, Jr., 
Jonathan Whilden, 
David Hedges, 
Josiah "Cooper, 
DaaisLHedges, 
Danje]J > ierson L _. 
Loins Stanbrough, 
Henry Pierson, 
StcgBenTopping, Jr., 
A brlEIiQlowj ell, 
Midfew Topping, 
Hejary Topping, 
SamuelJPiersgn, 
BeribniFJint, 
Hezekiah BqweT, 



Benjamin Sayrea, 

Ameny Flint, 

Eezkiel Howell, 

Daniel Howell, 

Daniel Topping, 

Nathan Wood, 

Job Hedges, 

William Hallock, 

Silvanus Topping, 

John Norris, 

Peter Hildreth, 

Elijah Stanbrough, 

Robert Moon, 

Nathaniel Gardiner, 

Joseph Conkling, 

Nathan Fordham, 

Samuel L'Hommedieu, 

Daniel Fordham, 

James Howell, 

Jonathan Havens, 

Robert Sheffield, 

John Hudson, 

William Danall, 

Benjamin Crook, 

Obadiah Gildersleeve, 

Samuel King, 

John Hand, 

Ephraim Fordham, 
Abraham Squier, 
James Storer, 
Edward Conkling, 
Ananias ConkliBg, 
Barry Tryon, 

John Pain, 
William Havens, 
William Button, 
Eliakim Groven, 
Silas Jessup, 
Peter King, 
Silvanus Wick, 
JolinN^ Fordham, 
Silvanus Conkling, 
Braddock Covey, 
Uriah Miller, 
Jonathan Hill, 
John Gelston, 
Benjamin Price, 
David Tarbell, 
Constant Havens, 
Elisha Clark, 
Grpver L'Hommediou, 
Daniel Albcrtson, 



Jeremiah Bower, Jr., 
Matthew Pierson, 
Paul Dains, 
John Pierson, 
Silvanus Topping, 
Silas White, 
Phenis Homan, 
Lemuel Pierson, 3d, 
James Wood, 
Daniel Hildreth, 
James Sayre, 
Jonathan Russell, 
Armstrong Bishop, 
Timothy Pierson, 
Jeremiah Topping, 
Jahesh Howell, 
James Werden, Jr., 
Henry Moore, 
Nathan Flint, 
Elisha Stanbrough, 
Silvanus Pierson, 
Abraham Pierson, 
John Morehouse, 
Stephen Howell, 
David Topping, 

Gideon Hand, 

Isaac Pierson, 
Jonathan Hedges, 

Jeremiah Pierson, 

Silas Cook, 

Stephen Pierson, 

John Dains, 

Benjamin Sayre, 2d, 

Thomas Stanbrough, 

Edward Howell, 

Stephen Topping, 

Stephen Hedges, 

Elias_ Hedges, 

Job Peirson, Jr., 

Peter Hildreth, 3d, 

Daniel Topping, 3d, 

Zachariah Pierson, 

Price Howell, 

Joseph Talmage, 

Samuel White, 

Henry White, 

Joseph Topping, 

Seth Topping, 

David Topping, 

Elnathan White, 

Eleazer Stanbrough, 

David_Pierson, Jr., 

John Norris, 

Objectors against the Association, 

Isaac Garrison, William Gcxo, 

Lalling Carpenter, Andrew Gee, 

Moses Grigory, Nathaniel Geo, 

James Grigory, Henry Cronk, 

Nathaniel Hughson, Frederick Cronk, 

Samuel Merritt, Frederick Gee, 

Elisha Purdy, George Harden, 

John Caverly, Jonathan Lane, 

John Young, Nehemiah Horton, 

Edward Hallock, Isaac Horton, 
Edward Hallock, Jr„ David Horton, 

Solomon Fowler, Joseph Lane, 

John Gexo, Samuel Divine, 

SIGNERS IN HUNTINGTON, SUFFOLK COUNTY, HaTB, 1775. 
Timothy Smith, Nehemiah Hartt, 

Jonathan Jarvis, David Wp_od, 

David Carl), Edmond Bunce, 

Jonathan Scudder, 
Joseph Buffet, Jr., 
Ebenezer Gould, 
Icha.bod Smith, 



David Sayre, 
Benjamin Allen, 
Nathan Fordham, Jr., 
John Hudson, Jr., 
Philip Gildersleeve, 
William Conn, 
James Loper, 
Alexander King, 
Joshua Budd, 
John Loper, 
John Edwards, Jr., 
Stephen Stambrough, 
Zeb. Thomson, 
David Stambrough, 
Silas Edwards, 
Henry Edwards, 
Silas Pain, 
Clark Truman, 
Alexander King, Jr., 
Benjamin Chase, 
Edmond Povey, Jr., 
Samuel Davall, 
Ananias Conkling, Jr., 
Abraham Dickinson, 
Peter Pain, 
Edmond Povey, 
Jonathan Pain, Jr., 
Moses Drake, 
Joseph Hand, 
John Gold, 
Joseph Havens, Jr., 
Hugh Gelston, 3d, 
Henry Post, 
James Culver, 
Silas Stuart, 
Ichabod Cole, 
Robert Berry, 
Abraham Jagger, 
Silas Bugg, 
Benjamin Madison, 
William Pain, 
John Edwards, 
Joseph Fraiser, 
Joshua Rogers, 
Timothy Begly, 
William Cooper, 
Nehoimah Storer, 
Robert Knight, 
Joseph Conkling, Jr., 
Benjamin Chappel, 
John Foster, Jr., 
Elnathan Jennings. 



by name, are— 

Joseph Divine, 
Durnee jlelyee, Jr., 
Benjamin Relyee, 
William Place, 
Obadiah Palmer, 
SamuelHaJlock, 
Daniel Cook, Sen., 
Jeremiah Cajjjiaff, 
Isaac Cannaff, 
William Warren, 
Jacob Tiosse), 
Humphry Merritt. 



Jno. Sloss Hobart, 
Piatt Conkling, 
Zophar Piatt, 
ThomaB Wickes, 
Stephen Ketcham, 
Jesse Brush, 
Israel Wood, 
Stephen Keley, 
Timothy Carl], Jr., 
Thomas Brush, 
Henry Scudder, 
Timothy Ketcham, 
Benjamin Y. Prime, 
John Brush, Jr., 
John Wickes, 
Jonah N. Ketcham, 
Thomas Brush, 
Silas Carll, 
James Rogers, 
Henry Smith, 
Piatt Vail, 
Zebulon Piatt, 
Thomas Conkling, 



Isaac Bun, 
James Nostran, 
Joseph Conkling, 

ltm „ u „„„„,, Joseph Wickes, 

Eliphalet Chichester, Josiah Pederick, 

Samuel Brush, Eliphalet Jarvis 

David Sammis, 

Jeremiah Wood, Jr., 

Jonathan Titus, Jr., 

Jonas SammiB, ' 



Silas Bartow, 
Zophar Brush, 
Isaac Ketcham, 
Jacsniah Brush, 
Stephen Whitman, 
Joshua Rogers, 
Daniel Ketcham, 
Benjamin Brush, 
Joseph Sammis, 
John Titus. 



Richard Conkling, Jr., Robert Brush, 
Gilbert Bryan, Isiac Ketcham, !>r., 



Zophar Piatt, Jr., 
Solomon Ketcham, 
Plait Carl), 
Scudder Lewis, 
Wm. Sammis, 
Maltby Burtis, 
Ezekiel Wickes, 
Daniel Wiggins, 
George Norton, 
Ezekiel Conkling, 
Jesse BtujJE 2 _X r '-i-_ 



Samuel Ketcham, 
Josiah Wickes, Jr., 
John H.wiland, 
Robert Kelly, 
Z. bujqn Titus, 
William Lisaight, 
Alexander Fleet, 
Ep#ntetus"Wood, 
W. Gildersleeve, 
Michael Romp, 
Epoiretujj Smith, 



John Vail, 
Moses Rogers, 
Nathaniel Jarvis, 
Philip Jarvis, 
Edmund Scudder, 
Samuel CtaWy, 
Jonas Williams, Jr., 
Epenetus Bryan, 
Jamesjlmith, 
John Roberts, 
Robert Jarvis, 
Philip Smith, 
NathgnieL Brush, 
Josiah JVjckes, 
Shubaf Smith, 
Benjamin Titus, 
John Squier, 
Gilbert Potter, 
John Ketcham, 
Jacob Brash, 
NathjusM.Harrison, 
Timothy Sammis, 
Jqnas_Willujns, 
Thaddejj^ JSnjith > 
Jacobus Nostran, 
John^ Snedeca r, 
Elipnalet Brush, 
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Selah Conkling, Peter Haff, 

Timothy Conkling, Peter Ruland, Jr., 

Ezra Conkling, Matthew Bunce, 

Tim. Conkling, Jr., Thomas Fleet, 

TredweTl Brush, Ebenezer Sammis, 

Ananias Conkling, John Johnson, 

Cornelius Conkling, William Johnson, 

David Conkling, Joseph Bennet, 

Philip Ketcham, John Taylor, 

Philip Conkling, Lemuel Douglass, 
Thomas Conkling, Jr., Simon Fleet, Jr., 

Jonas Piatt, Reuben Johnson, 

Sylvanus Chichester, John Sammis, Jr., 
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Wm. Pleas, 
Hubbart Conkling 
Zophar Ketcham, 
John Morgan, 
Joseph Jarvis, 
Israel Titus, 
Jno. Wheeler, Jr., 
Jesse Whitman, 
Daniel Smith, 
Jacob Ketcham , _ 
Henry Sammis, 
Jesse Sammis, 
Alex ander R ogers. 



Jonah Conkling, 
Ebenezer Conkling, 
Joseph Wood, 
John Denton, 
Samuel Hartt, 
William Nicoll, 
Nathaniel TJdle, 
Timothy Scuddcr, Jr 
Thomas Haight, 
James Bryan, 
Moses Wickes, 
Richard Piatt, 
Hezekiah Smith, 



Isaac Carl le Ke tcham, Benjamin Blatsly, 
Joseph Rogers, Jonah Scudder. 



John Gould, 
Jonathan Titus, Jr., 
Richard Volontino, 
Henry Titus, 
John Wheeler, Jr., 
Jesse Wood, 
Joseph Titus, 
Ebenezer Piatt, 
Abrial Titus, 
Ebenezer Kellum, 
William Haviland, 
Ichabod Smith, Jr., 
Samuel Carmon, 
Stratton Bryan, 
Van A, Robbin s, _ 
Elijah Wickes, 
Jacob Beaglo, 
Ananias Carll, 
Gilbert Fleet, 
Jesse Bryan, 
Finch Gilde rsleeve, 
JosiaTi SoperV 
Wilmot Oakley, 
Samuel Nostran, 
CharlesT5uryee, 
Joshua Ketcham, 
John Smith, 
Daniel Ireland, 
Solah Wilmoth, 
JeBse Wiimoth, 
Jacob Conkling, 
Piatt Brush, 
Zebulon Ketcham, 
John Rogers, 
Zachariah Rogers, 
Israel Conkling, 

John Buffet, 

Dirck Ambeman, 
Reuben Sammis, 
Elkanah Conkling, 
Samuel Smith, 
John Vanbelt, 
Selah Carll, 
Lemuel Carll, 
Gilbert Carll, 
Jesse Carll, 
Jonathan Keley, 
John Keley, 
Zebulon Smith, 
Amos Smith, 
Silas Smith, 
John Hartt, 
Nathan Volentine, 
Micah Hartt, 
Thomas Rhodes, 
Reuben Bartow, 
Ez.ekiel Brush, 
Job Sammis, 
Nathaniel Jarvis, 
Alexander Sammis 
Zophar Smith, 
Israel Denton, 
Timothy Titus, 
Piatt Keley, 
James Ma gee, 
John Roney, 
Michael Beadle, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Samuel Jarvis, 
David Kelley, 
David Smith, 
Zebulon Buffet, 
Reuben Rolph, 
Aaron Higby 



Isaac Losco. 
Lemuel Smith, 
Henry Combs, 
David Rusca, Jr., 
William Scudder, 
Alexander Denton, 
Job Smith, 
Samuel Stratton, 
Amos Baldwin, 
Anning Moberry, 
Isaac Conkling, 
Christopher Higby, 
George Wickes, 
Jonathan Burch, 
Jonathan Stratton, 
Israel Conkling, 
Obadiah Kellum, 
Jacob Noaks, Sr., 
Jacob Noaks, Jr., 
Simon Noaks, 
Austin Jarvis, 
John Grenell, 
John Albert, 
Joseph Albert, 
Moses Rolph, 
Joseph Ketcham, 
Wm. Carpenter, 

John Ruland, 
Joseph Whitman, 

Nathaniel Wilmoth, 

Timothy Chichester, 

Arthur Dingec, 

Abel Wood, 

Jacob Dow, 

Benjamin Oakley, 

Alexander Conkling, 

Lemuel Mosutc, 

Charles Berry, 

Ebenezer Chichester, 

William Foster, 

David Jackson, 

Joshua Ketcham, 

Luke Ruland, Jr., 

Stephen Stratton, 

William Burch, 

Israel Ketcham, 

Obadiah Barton, 

Samuel Jackson, 

Joshua Brush, 

Thomas Ruland, 

Losee Totten, 

Simeon Totten, 

Stephen White, 

Jonas Rogers, 

Moses Jarvis, 

Samuel Oakly, 

Abraham Jarvis, Jr., 

John Thomas, 

Daniel Smith, 

Benjamin Rolph, 

Josiah Wheeler, 

David Rusco, 

John Needham, 

Thomas Dennis, 

N athaniel Williams, 

C. Conkling, Jr., 
Silas Sammis, Sr., 

Timothy Scudder, Jr., 

Lemuel Bryan, 
Isaac Ketcham, 

John Conkling, 

John Wood, 
George Youngs, 
Augustin Bryan, 



Joel Scudder, 
Melancton Bryan, 
Eliakim Brush, 
Alexander Wood, 
Daniel Blatsley, 
Daniel Blatsley, Jr., 
Ananias Brush, 
Nathan Piatt, 
John Haff, 
Luke Ruland, Sr., 
John Carmon, 
Jacob Vanbelt, 
Elnathan Smith, 
Jesse Conkling, 
Abijah Ketcham, 
Reuben Ketcham, 
James Berry, 
Nehemiah Hartt, Jr., 
Stephen Abbet, 
Philip Ketcham, 
., Daniel Hartt, 
Robert Kellum, 
Isaac Noaks, 
Israel Wood, 
Samuel Muncey, 
Allison Wright, 
Philip Kellum, 
Obadiah Kellum, 
Jacob Smith, 
Ebenezer Wood, 
Nathaniel Rusco, 
Joseph Ireland, 
Silas Wickes, 
Obadiah Piatt, 
Israel Smith, 
James Pearsall, 
Eliphalet Stratton, 
Robert Milligan, 
John Pederick, 
Samuel Lewis, 
Jesse Smith, 
Thomas Ireland, 
Zadock Smith, 
Samuel Wood, 
Isaac Smith, Jr., 
Joel Smith, 
Ambrose WTckes, 
Richard Ruland, 
William Johnson, Jr., 
William Rogers, 
Isaiah Whitman, 
Daniel Pearsall, 
Jacob Ireland, 
Benjamin Conkling, 
Benjamin Denton, 
Silas Sammis, Jr., 
William Sammis, 
Alexander Ketcham, 
Jesse Ketcham, 
Thomas Sands, 
Joseph Smith, 
John Gildersleeve, 
Gilbert Wood, 
Benj. Gildersleeve, 
Isaac Bunce, Sr,, 
William Soper, 
Moses Soper, 
Seth Jarvis, 
John Bunce, 
Lemuel Bryan, 
James Smith, Sr., 
William Gates, 
Jona. Sammis, Jr., 
Joseph Higba, 
Josiah Rogers, 
John Totten, 
Henry Jarvis, 
Samuel Scidmore, 
Hezekiah Smith, 
Jeremiah Smith, 
Daniel Rogers, 
Moses Vail, 
Isaac Scidmore, 
Micah Vail, 
Timpthy Taylor, 
Richard Wier, 
Ezekie! Ketcham, 
Caleb Ketcham, 
Simon Fleet, Sr., 
Stephen Gjldersleeve, 
Philip Scidmore, 
Jacaniah Rogers, 
William Davis, 
Timothy Abbet, 
Isaac Whitman, 
Simeon Haff, 
William Newman, 
John Lockwood, 
Jeremiah JJuland, 
John Wickes, Jr., 
Lemuel Rose, 



Nathaniel Keley, Peter Ruland, 

Joshua Bunce, Stephen Totten, 

Isaac Young, Miles Oakly, 

Thomas Scudder, Jr., Selah Sammis, 



Henry Ally, 
Jesse Buffet, 
Ichabod Jarvis, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
John Ruland, 



Jesse Baldwin, 
Pelcg Wood, 
Nathl. Ketcham, Jr., 
Henry Oakly, 
James Abbet, 



Samuel Townsond, 
John Soper, 
Isaac Bunce, Jr., 
Philip Wickes, 
Zebadiah Bunce, 
Thomas Scidmore, 
Zophar Rogers, 
Richard Rogers, 
Peter Collier. 



Quakers : Parrot Fleet, Jesse Fleet, Jeremiah Wood, 
Sen., Israel Ketcham, David Ketcham, James Oakly, Jr. 

ISLIF PRECINCT, SUFFOLK COUNTY. 

At a town-meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of 
the Precinct of Islip, in the said County, on the 13th day 
of May, Anno Domini 1775, it was agreed upon by the 
subscribers to assent to and acquiesce in the measures pre- 
scribed by the foregoing Association ; but, from the small 
number of us, think it inexpedient tt> send a Deputy, but 
choose rather to abide by the determination of the other 
Deputies of the County. And as some of us are of the 
people called Quakers, we mean "to act ho^further than is 
consistent with our religious principles. [Not one of the 
Quakers signed the Association.] 



William Smith, Jr., 
Jonas Wheeler, 
Thomas Smith, 
Moubray Smith, 
James Morris, Jr., 
Zebulon Sexton, 
William Smith, 
Isaac Mune, 
Nathaniel Oakly, 
Samuel Oakly, 
James Smith. 



Thomas TJdall, Benajah Strong, 

John Lewis, Israel Howell, 

John Rogers, John Moubray, 

Jesse Rogers, Micah Wheeler, 

John Lewis, Jr., Jeremiah_ Terry, 

Joseph TJdall, James Morris, 

Jonathan Birch, George Smith, 

William Nicoll, Jr., John Edwards, 

John Hudson, Caleb Saxton, 

William Smalling, William Terry, 

W. Nicoll, Daniel Wheeler, 

Isaac Thompson, Jacob Baker, 

The names underwritten are the names of t hose persons 
that did not choose to sign the foregoing Association : 
Piatt Smith, Nathaniel Smith, Israel Howell, Jr., Caleb 
Wood, Jeremiah Homan, :_. __ 

The following are the people called Quakers : Richard 

Willets, David Willets, Jacob Willets, Jacob Willets, Jr., 

John Willeis, Job Willets, Jacob Willets, 3d, Obadiah 

Green, Adonijah Underhill. 

Islip, June 29, 1775. 

Pursuant to the recommendation of the Provincial Con- 
gress at New-York, to William Nicoll, Esq., Mr. Rich- 
ard Willets, and me, directed, 1 have made a tender of 
the enclosed Association, &tc, to those persons who de- 
clined signing it at our town-meeting; and the names of 
such as still decline to sign it are returned herewith. 

Isaac Thompson. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., PresidenLofihe ^Pro- 
vincial Congress at New- York. 

P. S. There are a number of persons that live within 
the bounds of this Precinct that have signed the Associa- 
tion at Huntington and at Smithtown, whose names are 
not on this paper. 

SIGNERS IN EASTHAMPTON, SUFFOLK COUNTY. 



NAWEJLOtf PERSONS IN HtJNTXNGTON WHO REFUSE. TO SIGN 
THE A BOVE ASSOCIATION. ~ 

William Allapy, Col. William Smith, Samuel Bnnoe, 

Jordan Taylor, John Ireland, Isaac Saxton, 



John Chatfield, 
Abraham Gardiner, 
Burnet Miller, 
David .Mulford, 
Thomas Wickham, 
Stephen Hedges, 
John Gardiner, 
Samuel Buell, 
John Hudson, 
Nathaniel Huntling, 
Eleazer Miller, 
Jeremiah Dayton, 
ThonraB Dibble, 
Noah Barns, 
Lemuel Mulford, 
Jeremiah Gardiner, 
Aaron Isaacs, 
Daniel Conkling, 
Elisha Daviss, 
John Daviss, 
Jacob WIcTcham, 
William Conkling, 
Nathan Conkling, 
John F. Cliatelam, 
ThQrtiflJIedges, 
John Parj©n, 3d, 
William Huntling, 
John MuJfcrdt 
Jeremiah Bermct, 
Samuel Hunt, 
Selah Pike, 



Elias Conkling, 
Abraham Mulford, 
Jeremiah Conkling, 
John How, 
Samuel Parsons, 
Benjamin Stratton, 
David Osborne, 
Elisha Mulford, 
Daniel Hand, 
David Mulford, 
Matthew Mulford, 
John Miller, 
John Dayton, 
Josoph Osborne, Jr., 
Ebenezer Conkling, 
Henry Chatfield, 
John Miller, Jr., 
Abraham Barns, 
Patrick Gosld, 
David Talmadge, 
Seth Barns, 
Jason Miller, 
Simon Dibble, 
WffliamTraiord, 
Jeremiah SJierrill, 
Gurdon Miller. 
Aaron Isaacs, Jr., 
Elisha Jones, 
Lewis Chatfield, 
Enos Talma dge, 
Eiios Talmage, 



Thomas Jones, 
Huntling Miller, 
SamucTStratton, 
Abraham Sherrill, 
Recompense Sherrill, 
John Stratton, 
Stephened Wand*, 
John Dayton, 
Daniel Hedges, 
Jonathan TJarnby, 
Wm. Conkling, Jr., 
David Dayton, 
David Miller, 
Henry Hopping, 
Josiah Osborne, 
Joseph Hopping, 
John Strong, 
Nathaniel Talmage, 
Jeremiah Miller, Jr., 
Abraham Dimon, 
Isaac Dimon, 
Cornelius Osborne, 
Willi am He dges, 
Elisha Talmage, 
George Gladden, 
Abraham Hand, 
Stephen Stratten, 
Tho mas Osbo rne, 
Jer e. Osborrie, J r., 
Jon athan Mu lford, 
Isaac M. Huntling, 
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James Hand, Jeremiah Conkling, 

Jeremiah Talmage, Zebulon Conkling, 

Jeremiah Miller, iBaac Conkling, 

George Strong, Jonathan Edwards, 

Lewis Osborne, Abraham Loper, 

Joseph Osborne, Philip Hedges, 

William Hedges, Jr., George Miller, 

Recompense Sherrill, Thos. Edwards, Jr., 
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David Edwards, 
Ezekiel Mulford, 
Cornelius Pain, 
David Tithian, 
Samuel Conkling, 
Thomas Baker, 
Isaac Van Scoy, 
Isaac Van Scoy, Jr., 
Nathaniel Hand, 
Matthew Bams, 
Philetes Osborne, 
Merry Parsons, 
William Parsons, 
HenryDominy, 
John Parsons, 
Jonathan Osborne, 
Joseph Osborne, 
Jeremiah Conkling, 
Samuel Conkling, 
John Mulford, 
Jonathan Tutho, 
Jesse Dayton, 
Jacob Dayton, 
Jeremiah Parons, 
Mulford Conkling, 
Matthew Stratton, 
Joseph Miller, 
Abmharniy wards, 
Samuel Parsons, 
Samuel Sherrill, Jr., 
Eleazer Hedges, 
Ahm. Mulford, Jr., 
David Loper, 
Nathaniel Domony, 
Isaac Pain, 
Benjamin Parsons, 
Jacob Conkling, 
Jacob Conkling, Jr., 
Christ. Dibble, 
Samuel Gardiner, 
David Leek, 
Abraham Leek, 
Samuel Dayton, 
Uriah Miller, 
Nathan Miller, 
Abraham Schellinger 
Jeremiah Conkling, 
NafliahieTBaker, 



Elias Mulford, 
Edward Conkling, 
Jedediah Conkling, 
Joseph Hicks, 
Zachariah Hicks, 
Jeremiah Dayton, 
Daniel Baker, 
Isaac Schellinger, 
Abraham Baker, 
Nathan Mulford, 
Jacob Hedges, 
Jeremiah Barnes, 
John Gardiner, Jr., 
Aaron Tithian, 
David Talmage, Jr., 

Jeremiah Sherrill, , 

Nathan Conkling, 3d, Jeremiah Hand, 
Elnathan Parsons, John Talmage, 



Jeremiah Loper, 
David Edwards, Jr„ 
Edward Bennet, 
Ludlam Parsons, 
John Parsons, 
Josiah Mulford, 
Elisha Mulford, Jr., 
Stephen Russell, 
Jeremiah Hedgos, 
Thomas Talmage, 
Jeremiah Osborne, 
John Hedges, 
Samuel Hutchinson, 
Jacob Miller, 
Henry Miller, 
Ezekiel Hand, 
Abraham Conkling, 
Elisha Conkling, 
Elisha Osborne, 
Matthew Osborne, 
Jedediah Osborne, 
Jacob Osborne, 
Benjamin Hopping, 
Jonathan Squier, 



Southampton, Augutt I, 17T5- 

These may certify that all the males of the Town of 
Southampton, from sixteen years and upwards, have sigaed 
the Association, excepting Mr. Elisha Paine and John 
Cook. Daniel Howell, 

Chairman of Committee of Correspondence. 
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Cornelius Bessett, 
David Miller, 
Peleg Miller, 
Elisha Miller, 
Daniel King, 
Daniel Edwards, 
Nathan Miller, 
Stephen Burnet, 
James Field, 
Samuel Mulford, 
Benjamin Conkling, 
Gemalle Bennet, 
Seth Parsons, 
Richard King, 
Mulford Conkling, 
William Bassett, 
Ezekiel Miller, 
John Huntling, 
Abraham Quan, 
David Loper, 
John King, 
Ichabod Kayner, 
Smith Osborne, 
Abraham Miller, 
Jonathan Miller, 
Samuel Mulford, 
Ezekiel Jones, 
, Ezekiel Jones, Jr., 
Nathan Conkling, 



Abraham Osborne, 
Henry Hopping, 
Elias Hand, 
Henry Dayton, 
Zebedee Osborne, 
John Parsons, 
John Stratton, 
Jacob Sherrill, 
Samuel Baker, 
Micah Hart, 
Benjamin Leek, 
Abraham Hedges, 
Jacob Osborne, 
Jonathan Skellenger, 
Thomas Edwards, 
David Baker, 
Sineus Conkling, 
James Loper, 
Stephen Cooper, Jr., 
Benjamin Eyres, 
Benjamin Hedges, 
John Parsons, 4th, 
NathT. Dommoney , 
Edward Wick, 
Jeremiah Terrey, 
William Bams, 
Ananias Miller, 
Thomas Filer, 
John Hoox. 



Richard Woodhull, Seth Marvin, 
Nathaniel Roe, Sr., Richard Hulse, 
John Roe, Sr., John Havens, Jr., 

Samuel Davis, Douse Lane, 

Joshua Longbothom, Nathaniel Brown, 
Eleazer Hawkins, Sr., John Havens, 
Barth. Redmond, Paul Hulse, 

Havons Hawkins, Elijah Davis, 
Samuel Dunn, James Swezey, 

Nathan Woodhull, David Rose, 
Jonathan Thompson, Mordecai Homan, 



Philips Roe, 
Thomas Smith, 
Abraham Woodhull, 
Samuel Thompson, 
John Roe, Jr., 
Elnathan Satterly, 
David Williamson, 
Daniel Smith, 
Nathaniel Roe, Jr., 
Isaac Davis, 



„„„„„ , Daniel Loper, 

These may certify that every male in the Town of East- 
hamptonYiwe signed the above Association, that are capa- 
ble of bearing arms. By order of the Committee : 

John Chatfield, Chairman. 



SUFFOLK COUNTY ASSOCIATION. 
John Sandford, Samuel Howell, 3d, John Woodruff, 

Daniel Schellineer, Abraham Sandford, Henry Brown, 
EwSllS-nS, ' Isaac Hildreth, Stephen Schellinger, 

Maltby Gelston, Noah Hildreth Robert Moore, 

Jonah Tarbell, Timothy Matthews, f>?*Cook Jr., 

James Hildreth, Moses ftowell, Wh Sandford 

Jeremiah Halsey, Burnet Cook, Dan icl S cW agar, 

Stephen Halsey, David Sandford, Abraham Cook, 

Paul Halsey Phineas Howell, Silvanus Halsey, 

John Hulbert, Matthew Halsey, Isaac Jessup, 

John Hildreth, James Terry, S^S ' 

Fdward Tonpine, Zachariah Sandford, Elias Cook, 
fKn°sT Stephen Cook, Thomas Cooper, 

Daniel Schellinger, Thomas Topping, Lemuel Howell, 
Ezekiel Sandfohl. 3d, James Hildreth, Jr., Abraham Hassey, 
Philip Howell, Joseph Mooto, Joshua Hildreth, 

David SordrJr., Henry Howell, Walter Howell 

Daniel Hains, Mitchell Cook Timothy Halsey, 

David Howell, Lewis Sandford, John H.U, 

Tames Cook, "' Joshvh Raynor, Thomas Golston, 

NaThan Norris, Jr., Stephen Halsey, Stephen Sandford, 

viillS,' LuLr Hildreth, Matthew Halsey, 

Seth Howell, William Gelston, Nathaniel Jessup, 

BeSamSndford, John Cook, Jr. George Forham, 

Samuel Brown, Jonah Sandford, Nathan Norns, 

IhTsarXd Nathan Sandford, Abraham Cook, 

JbsfMfowflt Thomas Howell, Daniel Moore 

Jonaf ah €ook, Abraham Schellinger, Theophilus Hakey, 

Jeremiah Howell, Silas Sandford, Thomas Swdford. 

Stephen S . Jessup, Darnel Halsey, 

Southampton, Suffolk County, July 19, 1775. 
This may certify, all those whom it may concern, that 
the inhabitants of Southampton, from sixteen years old and 
uowards,have signed the General Association, except 1 ho- 
mo, Sandford, Esq., Hugh Bainer, Thomas Norris, John 
Cook, and Elisha Paine. - - - p ANIEL Howell, 

Chairman of the Committee. 



Ebenozer Homan, 
Nathaniel Brewster, 
John Marvin, 
Nathan Rose, 
Selah Brown, 
William Brewster, 
DaniciPavis l 
Benjamin Woodhull, 
Stephen Randal, 
John ATlibeh, 



Jedediah Williamson, Jonathan Benjamin, 

Jacob Van Brunt, Jonathan Jones, 

David Hujs e, John Turner, 

Abijah Topker, Brewster Terry, 

Joseph Davis, Gillum Payls, 

Benj. Hawkins, Jr., Ebenezer Dayton, 

Richard Bitterly, Isaac Davis, 

Timothy Hawkins, Goldsmith Dayw, 

John Bayles, Jr., William Swezey, 

George Davis, Isaac Sweaey, 
Nathan Woodhull, Jr., Gershom Terry, 

EliphaletWhitman, DanieUPetty, 
Austin Roe, 



William Smith, 
Caleb Brewster, 
Isaac Roe, 
John Talmage, 
Samuel Davis, Jr., 
Jothan Jayne, 
Barnabas tteeve, 
Jonas Davis, 
Jonah Davis, 
Jonas Hawkins, 
Alexander Hawkins, 
Joseph Hawkins, 
Alex. Hawkins, Jr., 
Jacob Hawkins, 
Simeon Hawkins, 
Samuel Hawkins, 
David Hawkins, 
Isaac Hawkins, Jr., 
Justice Roe, 
John Hawkins, 
Zophar Hawkins, 
Isaac Hawkins, Sr.,' 
John Bayles, Sr., 
Selah Strong, Jr., 
Abel Woodhull, 
Ants Helm, 
Edmund Smith, 
Obadiah Davis, 
Nath'l Longbothom, 
Nath'l Tooker, Sr., 
Nath'l Tooker, Jr., 
Philips Tooker, 
Caleb Davis, 
Cornelius Clerk, 
John Steward, 
Nathaniel Biggs, 
Elias Thompson, 
Israel Hawkins, 
Selah Smith, 
Jonathan Dickerson, 
John More, 
William Smith, 
Nathaniel Woodhull, 
Josiah Smith, 
Benjamin Havens, 
Matthew Smith, 
Selah Havens, 
Israel Robinson, 
Nath'l Woodward, 
Henry Hulse, 
Ezekiel Homans, 
Jesse Rose, 
Ezekiel Hedge, Jr., 
John Leek, 
William Clerk, Jr., 
William SteD, 
John Smith, 
David Howell, 
Jonathan Thomson, 
Robert Homan, 



Reve Herell, 
GershpffiSjown, 

William "Ba vis, 
Stephen Swezey, 
James Tucker, 
William jSTmonds, 

Joseph Terry, 
Joseph Seward, 
Isaac Hiilse, 



Eliakim Jones, 
Mordecai Homan, 
Voyer Avery, 
Ebenezer Homan, Jr., 
Samuel Robinson, 
Nathan Rose, Jr., 
Joseph Swezey, 
Stephen Satterly, 
Zachariah Hawkins, 
Daniel Rose, 
David Halleck, 
David Fanning, 
Humphry Avery, 
Henry Sumerie, 
Jacob Baker, 
Jacob Andres, 
Dani el Nash , 
Joseph Jones, 
Humphry Avery, Jr., 
TTat han Aver y, 
Zephaniah Wickes, 
Seth Marvin, 
Garret Degrote, 
Daniel Brown, 
Moses Marvin, 
Elihu Marvin, 
Jesse Rayner, 
John Ryder, 
John Dayton, 
Jehiel Weed, Jr., 
Nathaniel Havens, 
Robert Hawkings, 
Benjamin Rayner, 
Sime on R aymond, 
Eben ezer Scribne r, 
Shadrachjeanes, 
Isaac Jones, 
Joseph Lane, 
Timothy Reynolds, 
"Eleazer Bellows, 
JameB_Sherrpd, 
"Seth" Scribner, 



William Brewster, Jr., John Sjnith, 
Philip Loeki Stephen Fountain, 



William„CJajrk, 
John Brewster, 
Abel Swezey, 
Joseph Seward, 
James Sills t 
James Bwezey, Jr., 
Paul Terry," 
JobMuffocd, _ 
Thomas jEbse, 
JonatharORker, Jr., 
Ananias Smith, 
Jonah Tpoier, 
Samuel Dayton, 
Hugh Smith, 
Benjamin Marvin, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Alexander Wickes, 
John Marvin, Jr., 
Nathaniel Haven, 
John King," 
WilliamThompson, 
William Bakor, 
John Townsen, 
Benjamin Thomson, 
John Smith, 
William Bower, 
Joseph Payn, 
Jehiah Weed, 
Matthew Woodruff, 
Jedediah Marvin, 
Joseph Scribner, Jr., 
Ephraim Smith, 
Thomas Avery, 
Thaddeus Cole, 
Gershom Hawkins, 
Reginald Finch, 
Amos Adams, 
Joseph Terry, 
Micajah\Jane, 
Isaiah Moger, 
Beriajah Hubbard, 
JefiVy Brews'er, . 
Nathaniel Finch, 
Isaac Woodruff, 



Ephraim Marvin, 
Ja mes Bat es, 
Jonah Hulse, 
Ebenezer Raynor, 
Andr ew Patchen . 
Isaac Overton, 
Daniel Lowns, 
Christopher Moger, 
Selah Stro ngc, 
John Woodhu ll, 
EbenezerJVIiller, 
C. Woodhull, Lieut-, 
James~I3avis, Ensign, 
Noah Halleck ,Serg't, 
David Davis, Serg't, 
MVsJVoodhull.&rg'i, 
Thomas Helme, 
Johnjlobinspn, 
John Woodhu ll, 
jSTRobinson, Serg't, 
Joseph Phillips, 
Israel Davis, 
Jahesh Norton, 
George Norton, 
Asael Garret, 
Joseph Brown, 
Edmond Robinson, 
DarnelJBaylis, 
Jared Wpoley, 
Timothy Davis, 
Joshua Davie, 
Samuel PJyjlips, Sr -> 
William Phillips, 
Andrew Millor, Jr., 
Henry Woodhull, 
James Woodhull, 
Gilbert Woodhull, 
JeHryATWoodhull, 
Thoma s Helme , Jr., 

William Helme, , 

Jacob Eaton, 

Fortunatus TaylpT, 
Josiah Halkick, 
WisselTSoIlT 



MprdecaLHom.an, 3d., Joshua TutMh_,. 
Joseph Homan, JosIaT i "Woodhull , 

Matthew^OTarvm, Petej-Smdmore, 

Daniel Jones, " GlIBertD^vis^ .. 

Thadde'us"GfiIb>Tt, Richard Davis, 
Elmer Gilbert, Daniel Hammond, 
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David Mulford, J r., 
Chapman Davis, 
Noah Hallock, Jr., 
Joseph "Ifrown, Jr., 
James Moger, 
Samuel Dayton, 3d, 
Micah Scidmore, 
Royal Hubbard, 
Rianear Van Hooser, 
JameB Woodhull, 
Silas Davis, 
William Jane, 
Lifilet Tucker, 
Daniel Robins, 
Thomas Balis, 



Fran cis Burt, 
Samuel Hopkins, 
Andrew Miller, 
William Miller, 
Theoph. Phillips, 
John Tooker, 
Henry Robins, 
Joseph Davis, 
Joseph Davis, Jr., 
Elisha Davis, 
Samuel Hopkins, 
Isaac Robinson, 
Benjamin Tuthill,,. 
Spicer Davis, 
Samuel Phillips, 



Jeremiah Kinner, 
Timothy Norton, 
Nathaniel Tooker, 
Eliakim Davis, 
Timothy Norton, Jr., 
William Davis, 
Thomas Robinson, 
Frederick Hudson, 
James Sell, 
James Lupton, 
ThomaB Fanning, 
Zobulon Woodhull, 
William Kinner, 
Martain Brown. 



These neglect and refuse to sign the within Association : 
Benajah Edwards, Richard Miller, Solomon Davis, Hen- 
ry Robins, Jr., Solomon Reeve and his son, Timothy Mil- 
ler, Nathaniel Miller. 



BROOKHAVEN ASSOCIATION. 

N. B. Those who choose more time for consideration, 
or do dissent herefrom, are distinguished by an asterisk 
[thus *] affixed to their names. 

Win. Brewster, Capt., Daniel Davis, 3d, 
Isa ac Davis, Lieut., Benjamin Woodhull, 
P." Mulford , Ensign , ZachVHawkings,* 



E ben'r Dayton, Cler k, WillianTGerard, Jr., 
rTat hl,^Norton. y ere't . Stephen Randal, 
Jrib. Hom a n. &Vrg-'tT * Palmer Overton, 
Isai ah Smith. SereU , WilliamDayis, 
job Mulford. Serg't , Robert Homan, 
Eln. Davis, Drumm er, Jonathan Jones, 
John Leek, Corporal, James Overton, 
Wm. Clarke, Corporal, William Still, 
Jona. Edwards, Cqrp'l, Josoph Gerrard, 
Wm. Svrezey^Uorp'l, James Tucker, 
Israel Robinson, Nehemiah Hulse, 

Samuel Conkling,* Daniel Petty, 
Francis Hallet, John Arnold, 

Selah Brown, Timothy Wboa", 

Gillum Davis, Bennet Dayton, 

Reye Howeir, Daniel Swezey, 

Jam'esTJisnbp,* Isaac Swezey, 

John Turner, Nathaniel Overton, 

Isaac Overton, Lieut., Messenger Overton, 
Daniel Roe, Ensign, John Davis, 
Christopher Moger, Joseph Homan,* 
E. D avis. Q uar'masjer, James Sell, 
John How ell Samuel Tallmagc, 

CrcrshOTn_T erry, 
Fam Wulse. Deaco n, 
Willia m Sexton " 



Jonat hanTJ erTjamin. 
Jajne sTSw ezey, 
Stephen Swezey, 

James Fitch. 

Jolin Allbeen, 
David Over ton. 
David Munro, 



Zeph. Conkling,* 
Gershom Brown, 
James Osborne, 
Isaac Smith, Jr., 
Nathan Davis, 
Joel Conkling,* 
Josiah Satturly, 
Christo. Robinson,* 
William Brewster, 
Christopher Swezey, 
Justus Overton, 
Benjamin Overton, 
Stephen Swezey, 3d, 
Jeremiah Mulford, 
Nathl. Hawkings,* 
James Swezey, Jr., 
Joseph Seward, Jr., 
Paul Terry, 
Isaac Hulse, 
Joseph Terry, 
Timothy Lane, 
John Moger, 
David Overton, Jr., 
Samuel Turner, 
Mordecai Homan, 
Ebenezer Davis, 
Joseph Ruland, 
Joseph Ruland, Jr., 
Henry Tarner, 
Enos Swezey,* 
James Smith, Quaker, 
David Smith, 



SamueTTerry, 

William Edwards, 

Enos Bishop, 

Samuel Satturly, 

John.JJr.ewster, 

Nathl. Longboltom, 

Jonathan Yarrington, Goldsmith Davis, 

BenjarnTn"Gerard, John Overton, 

John Hulse,* 

Zophar Davis, 

Ludlo Clarke, 

William Yarrington, 

Zophar Uerrard,* 

WilliamTLartreft, 



James Woodruff, 
William Turner, 
Arthur Moger, 
Benjamin Norton, 
Isaac Robinson. 



Uria h Smith, 

Isaac Smith. 

Daniel Davis, 
Daniel Davis, Jr., 

N. B. Such of the above signers as were at first marked 
as dissenters, and are since erased and marked as such, 
have ordered their names, tq.bg used as signers, and are 
placed at the end of the above list of names as signers, 
after erasing their names as opposers. The whole being 
done with care and strict obedience to the command of 
each person abovenamed, as their Clerk and as the Clerk 
of the military Company aforesaid. 

Ebenezer Dayton. 



We, the subscribers, do most solemnly declare that the 
claims of the '.British Parliajnent to bind at their discretion 
the people of the United Colonies in America in all cases 
whatsoever, are, jp our opinions, absurd, unjust, and tyran- 
nical ; anH "tEat "the hostile attempts of their Fleets and 
Armjes t^nforce submission to .those wicked and ridiculous 
claims ought to be resisted by arms; and therefore we do 
engage and associate, under all the ties which we respect- 
ively hold sacred, to defend by arms these United Colonies, 
against the said hostile attempts, agreeable to such laws or 
regulations as ourrepresentatives in the Congress or future 
General ^Assemblies of this Colony have or shall for that 
purpose make and establish, 

Richard Smith, Stephen Reeves, Joseph Dorlon, 

Daniel Smith, Thomas Byron, Andrew Allen, 

Ja cob Lambertso n. John Fliet, Joseph Bedell, 

NatKaruerSmfth, Peter Wheeler, 

John Carman, Benjamin Pettit, 
Elijah Rainer, 



A List of the men in my Company. Those marked f, 
not appeared. Those marked *, refused signing. Those 
not marked, signed. 

Josiah Lupton, Capt. ,*David GIover,t 

N. Benja min, Lie ut., Samu eJ Glover, f 

Benj. Hutchenson, James Glover, t 

Benjamin Pain, 

John Tuthill, 

John Tuthill, Jr., 

Benj. Emmons, 3d,* 



Ensign, 
J. Woodhull, Clerk, 
Jas. Lupton, Serg't, 
G. Edwards, Serg't, 
Benj. Edwards, Serg''/, John Fain,* 
Absol. Brown, Serg't, James Lupton, Jr., 
Abij. Owen, Corporal, Christ. Talleball,* 
Wm. Petty, Corporal, Benj. Emmons, Jr.,* 
Isaiah Tarry, Corporal, Benjamin Dickerson, 
Samuel Howell, Corp., IsraelTTalloclt, 



JohnTetty, Jr., 
Richard Wood,t 
William WoodbuII, 
John Tarry, at the 
Wading River. 
Peter Reeve.t 
Absolem Brown, 
Zadock Reeve,t 
Asa Brown, 



Zebulon Hallock, 
Daniel Edw ards, 
Obadia¥"Wens7 
Silas Howell, 
Israel Howell, Jr., 
Gershom Aldrege, 
Matthias Corwin, 
Benjamin Tuthill, 



John Tarry, at the 

Bateing Hollow. 
Matthew HedgCB, 
David Tarry, Jr., 
Selah Wells, 
Ambrose Horton, 
John Corwin, * 
Daniel Robinson, t 
Jonathan Robinson,* 
Spencer Dayton, t 
James Petty, Jr.,* 
TuthillJDayton.t 
Henry Wiet,* 
Cale b Hu lse,t 
Jerem iah Have nB.t 
James Mapes, 
John Edwards, t 
Enos Auldridge, 
James Owen,* 
Timothy Hudson, 
Frederick Hudson. 



July 1, 1775. 

Since our'naming, I hear that Captain Hudson has signed, 
and most of Captain Lupton's Company will. Captain Lup- 
ton has been down and signed. I likewise hear that the 
tories at Malaluck had a meeting and signed, or did some- 
thing, but I fear they are all like Major Weekham, only to 
deceive. I should have written you a letter, but am in 
great haste, and have no paper, nor have time to go for 
any. Phineas^Fanning. 

To Ezra L 'Hommedieu, Esq. 

The number of the list is fifty-three ; and the number 
that is wanting is eleven. 

In Captain Halleck's Company: John Gardiner, Joseph 
Gardiner, Joseph Mapes, Jos. Mapes, Jr., Jos. Mapes 3d, 
Captain Richard Howell, Edmund Howell, Micah How- 
ell, Micah Howell, Jr., Jona. Pike, Henry Pike, Ebenezer 
Webb, John Corwin, Captain Barnabas Wines, Barnabas 
Wines, Jr., Thomas Wines^ 

Captain Horton's Company: Simon More, Joseph Hor- 
ton. Captain Goldsmith, Benjamin Wells, Silas More, 
David Gardiner. Captain King's Company, none ; Capt. 
Reeve's Company, none; Capt. Wells's Company, none. 

Brookhaven, August 3, 1775. 
A List of the names of such as have not signed the As- 
sociation within the limits of the First Company of Militia 
for Brookhaven : 



Elijah Bales, 
William Biggs, 
David Gray, 
Edward More, 
Richard Dusick, 
John Bennet, 
Benjamin Jones, 
Jonathan Halleck, Jr. 
John Smith, Jr., 
Isaac Smith, Jr., 
John Biggs, 
Henry Davis, 
Robert Jayne, Jr., 
Zachariah Hawkins, 
Phineas Davis, Jr., 
David Gold, 
Henry Hallock, 
Daniel Smith, Jr., 
Anthony Boston, 
David Biggs, 
John Lyons, 
Lodowick Hackstaff, 
Henry Lyons, 
Timothy Smith, 
Daniel Satterly, 
Vincent Jones, 
John Akerly, 
Benj. Brewster, Jr., 



Philip Smith, 
Amos Smith, 
Arthur Akerly, 
Isaac Biggs, 
Robert Jayne, 
Caleb Hawkins, 
William Buchanan, 
, Elijah Akerly, 
Samuel Jayne, 
Capt. Benj. Tiler, 
Benjamin Smith, 
Stephen Jayne, 
Samuel JLongbotham, 
Jesse Hulse, 
Wm. Longbotham, 
Robert Akerly, 
Gilbert Hulse, 
William Tucker, 
Stephen Akerly, 
Benjamin Smith, Jr., 
Silas Smith, 
Arthur Smith, 
Charles Tooker, 
Stephen Jones, 
John Smith, 
Gilbert Smith, 
Benjamin Buchanan, 
Joseph Jayne, Jr., 



Daniel Jones, Jr., 
Richard Terrill, 
Abel Biggs, 
Stephen Davis, 
David Halleck, 
Benajah Smith, 
Zephaniah Smith, 
Rev. James Lyon, 
Major Benj. Floyd, 
Dr. Gilbert Smith, 
Joseph Brewster, 
Benjamin Brewster, 
Joseph Denton, 
Capt. Ebenezer Jones, 
William Jayne, 
Selah Hulse, 
Israel Bennet, 
John Satterly, 
John Baylos, 
Elijah Smith, 
Jacob Bjggs ; 
Timothy Tooker, 
Nathaniel Bayles, 
Lodowick. Hackstaff, 
Ric hard Ha llock, 
Thomas Ruggard, 
Nathaniel Smith. 



William McUown, 
John Campbell, 
WffUanTHanua, 



Those that refuse in the Second Company to sign the 
Association : Benajah Edwards, Richard Miller, Solomon 
Davis, Henry Robbins, Jr., Solomon Reeve jnd his son 
Timothy Miller. ' 

A list of those that refuse to sign the Association in the 
Fourth Company: John Homan, Samuel Conkling, James 
Bishop, Zachariah Hawkins, Jr., Joseph Homan, John 
Hulse, Zophar Gerreard, Joel Conkling, Christ. Robin- 
son, Nathaniel Hawkins, Enos Swezey. 

In the Third Company, those that refuse to sign the As- 
sociation in the limits : Major Richard Floyd, Zeh. Rob- 
bins, Isaac Robbins, Benjamin Smith. 
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BROOKHAVEN ASSOCIATION, SUFFOLK COUNTY. 

Joseph Brewster, William Smith, Silas Biggs, 

— • James Smith, Daniel Smith, Jr., 

Stephen Akerly, Silas Smith, 

Eleazer Hawkins, Jr., Israel Sexton, 



Nathaniel Davis, 
Zaehariah Hawkins 
GBbert Hulse, 
John Bayles, 
— Blackswell, 
Robert Jayne, 
Benjamin Brewster, 
Benj. Brewster, Jr., 
John Satterly, 
John Bennet, 
Charles Tooker, 
Richard Dewick, 
Samuel Jayne, 
Ebenezer Jones, 
Stephen Jones, 
Benjamin Jones, 
Vincent Jones^ 
RicharTTerril, 
EdwarfTHoreL 
rTuirrTAkerly, 
Benjamin Newton, 
Jonathan Smith, 
Timothy Smith, 
Benjamin Smith, 
Robert Akerly, 
Zephenias Smith, 
Calop Newton, 



Benjamin Floyd, 
Isaac Biggs, 
William Biggs, 
Nathan Davis, 
Elijah Akerly, 
Joseph Wells, 
John Lyon, 
Amos Smith, 
Gilbert Smith, 
William Jayne, 
William Tooker, 
Benjamin Tiller, 
Timothy Tooker, 
Elijah Smith, 
Nathaniel Bayles, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Philip Smith, 
William Biggs, 
Jonathan Shumsey, 
John Newton, 
John Akerly, 
Isaac Newton, 
John Biggs, 



Benjamin Smith, 

Isaac Smith, 

Isaac Smith, Jr., 

Elijah Bayles, 

Israel Smith, 

Thomas Buggard, 

Stephen Davis, 

Daniel Satterly, 

Arthur Akerly, 

James Longbottom, 

Israel Bennet, 
Lodowick Hacstaff, 
L. Hacstaff, Jr., 
Arthur Smith, 
Jesse Hulse, 
Antoni Bastion, 
Gilbert Smith, Jr., 
William Bachman, 
Benajah Smith, 
Nathaniel Akerly, 
William Longbottom, 
Henry Davis, 
Benj. W. Muirson. 



Brookhaven, August 17, 1775. 
These few lines are to inform you, that at a meeting 
of a considerable number of the inhabitants of the Town oi 
BrooMaven, on the 14th of this instant, after a mature 
consideration of the bad consequences of their remain.ng in 
opposition to the measures pursued by the Gont.nenta 
Congress, they did unanimously agree to sign the General 
Association, and accordingly they did sign the same, whose 
names .*& have here sent you, annexed to the Association , 
and also a list of the names of those who refused to sign 
the Association this time, whose names were not returned 
in the lists of associates and non-associates belore. 

Richard Woodhull, ) Committee-Men. 

Samuel Thompson, $ 
Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull. 



SIGNERS IN 

Solomon Smith, 
Daniel 5?mlth, 
Thomas Tredwell, 
Epenetus Smith, 
PMetus Smith, 
Jacob Mills, 
Edjnond Smith, Jr., 
Jonathan Mills, 
Samuel Hazard, 
Job_Sniith, 
Joseph^BTy3oribergh 

Jeffrey Smith, 
Qbadjah Smith, 

Isaa<i_Srnith, 

Benjamin Gerrar3, 
CalebJSmith, 
Joseph "Piatt, 
Tlmo.tliyTHTIIs, 
Zephaniah Piatt, 
Jonas Whssler, 
John Stratton, 

WBlisffi-BullipSi 
ETemufiESmlth, Sr., 
VCTIaniTfillEp*.. 3r-> 

SfiniannySenrjorgh, 

IsKLCLSmith, Jr77 

SamuiTHJIIs, 
BichafdSatt, 
Joi Smith, Jr., 

SajnusOLitfuLnan, . 
BenjamuTBrewster, 
NitfenleL Smith, 
SaiTLUjiSiaith, 
PauLGilkt, 

Isaac Newton, 
CaiebJNewton, 
John Newton, 
James/Smith, 
TYlffiam" "Smith, 



SWITHTOWN, SUFFOLK COUNTY 

jedediah Mills, 
Joshua Smith, 
Daniel Brush, 
Thomas Wheeler, 
David Smith, 
George Wheeler, 
Joseph Smith, Jr., 
Jonas Mills, 
Timothy Wheeler, Jv 
Stephen Nicoll 



Israel Mills, 
Jacobus Hobbs, 
James Paine, 
Zpphar Wheeler, 
Piatt Arthur, 
Benjamin 'Nicoll, 
Gamaliel Conklin, 
Zebulon Philips, 
, Aaron Smith, 
Richard Smith, 
Henry RoBcjon, 
Jacoh Smith, 
Obadi%h Smith, 
Jesse Smith", 
Samuel Philips, 
Benj. Blyaoribergh, 
Benj. Nicolls, Jr., 



William Garrard, 

Micah Smith, 

Israel Mills, 

Daniel Wheeler, 

Abher Smith, 
Jacob "Longbottom 
Selah Hubbs, „...,.,..-— , 

Samuel Tillotson, Jr., Piatt Wheeler, 
Micah Wheeler, John Gerrarg, 

Ellas Gerrard, Nicholas Tillotson, 

Jacob Wheeler, Jacob Longbottom, 

William Nicoll, Nathaniel Gerrard, 

Jacob Conklin, John I/Hommedieu, 

James L'Hommedieu, Zophar Mills, 



Ebenezer Phillips, 
Isaac Mills, ~ 
Xiemuel Soaper, 
Daniel Tillotson, 
waiocra Mills, 
John L'Hommedieu, 
NathanreTTaylor, 

LemueTSmlth, Jr., 

Jesse Arthur, 

Stephen Rogers, 

Floyd Smith, 

RECUSANTS. 
Jona. L'Hommedieu, 
William Thompson, 
Alexander Munsel, 
Peter Smith, 
John Edwards, 



Nathaniel Griffing, 
Peter Downs, 
John GrifEng, Jr., 
Joseph Howell, 
Jeremiah Corwin, 
Caleb Hallock, 
Joshua Corwin, 
Isaac Wells, 
Ely Corwin, 
Israel Moore, 
John L'Hommedieu, 
Methias Corwin, 
James Reeve, 
Eb. Marthews, Jr., 
Moses Simons, 
Daniel Corwin, 
Hezekiah Reeve, 
Ebenezer Marthews, 
Samuel Benjamin, 
Nathaniel Wells, 
Jonathan Reeve, 
Joseph Wells, 
A. Benjamin, 
Benjamin Benjamin, 
Adonijah Osman, Jr., 
Henry L'Hommedieu, 
William Downs, 
Richard Benjamin, 
Richard Benjamin, 
James Benjamin, 
Eliphalet Womer, 
Silas Howell, 
Joshua Howell, 
Robert Hinchman, 
Richard Smetenner, 
John Griffing, 
Jacob Corwin, 
Henry Corwin, 
David Wells, 
Jedediah Clews, 
Nathan Benjamin, 
Selah Wells, 
Benj. Hutchinson, 
Ambrose Horton, 
Matthew Hedges, 
Phineas Fanning, 



Nathan Wheeler, 
Nathaniel Piatt, 
Floyd Smith, 
Timothy Wheelor, Sr., 
Thomas Wheeler, 
Jonas Mills, 
Jeremiah Wheeler, 
Epenetus Wood, . 
Jona. Sammis, Sr., 
Natrlaniel Sammis. 



Stephen Smith, 
Gershom Smith, 
Joseph Gould, Jr., 
Silas Briggs, 
Zophar Scidmore. 



SIGNERS IN SUFFOLK COUNTY. 



Jeremiah Wells, 
Daniel Howell, 
Joshua Wells, 
Joshua Wells, Jr., 
David Wells, Jr., 
David. Horton, 
Nathaniel Hudson, 
Thomas Youngs, Jr., 
Manly Wells, 



Thomas Conkling, 
Paul Reeve, 
John Cleves Tarry, 
Daniel Thomas, 
John Conkling, 
Jonathan Horton, 
Tfaihamal Conkling, 
John TuthitI, 
WUHiffl Halliock, 



Zacharias Halliock, 
Henry Brown, Jr., 
Phineas Wells, 
Peter Brown, 
Richard Brown, 
Timothy Corwin, Jr., 
R. S. Hubbard, Jr., 

Obadiah Hudson, 

Jacob AHirich, 



Nathaniel Fanning, 
James Griffing, 
Abraham King, 
Henry Hudson, 
Benjamin Conkling, 
Rufus Youngs, 
Stephen Griffing, 
Joshua Cleves, Jr., 
Nathan Youngs, 
Henry Moore, Jr., 
James Youngs, 
Jonathan Dixion, 
Matthew Pease, 
William Brown, 
Richard Brown, 
Jediah Corwin, 
John Moore, 
Peter Vail, Jr. , 
Joseph Griffing, 
Joshua Hobart, 
Daniel Tutbill, 
Nathan Tuthill, 
James Moore, 
Joseph Terry, 
Richard Corwin, 
Joseph Conkling, 
Henry Terry, 
Jonathan Vaill, 
Nathan Corwin, 
Divid Cleves, 
James Patty, 
Daniel Shaw, 
Silas Corwin, 
Silas Corwin, Jr., 
Stephen Aldrich, 
John Williamson, 
Joshua Cloves, 
Benj. Goldsmith, 
Joshua Clark, 
Israel Youngs, 
Cravet Wells, 
Ebenezer Spper, 
Henry Tuthill, 
Ephraim Soper, 
William Brown, 
David Brown, 
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James Halliock, 
Gershom Aldrich, 
Zembabel Halliock, 
Daniel Halliock, 
Richard Halliock, 
Z. Halliock, Jr., 
Selah Reeve, 
Francis Fourniers, 
James Wells, 
Richard Stear Hobard, 
Henry Brown, 
John Williamson, Jr., 
Phineas Howell, 
John Hobard, 
Barnabas Terrell, 
William Wells, Jr., 
Timothy Corwin, 
Joshua Goldsmith, 
Abner Wells, 
Joshua Goldsmith, 
DavicLIIedges, Jr., 
Ishmael Reeve, 
Benjamin Moone, 
David Goldsmith, 
Daniel Osborn, Jr., 
David Horton, 
John Goldsmith, 
Nathan Goldsmith, 
Joshua Wells, 
Benjamin Dain, 
Daniel Terry, Jr., 
JoshuaJBenjamin, 
Edward Penny, Jr., 
Wm. Howell, 
Thomas Wells, 
Andrew Hart, 
John Wells, 
Samuel Cox, 
Timothy Wells, 
Joseph Reeve, 
James Reed, 3d, 
Gershom Terry, 
Daniel Osborn, 
Damel'Wells, 
Silvanus Brown, 
Reuben Brown. 



SIGNERS IN SOUTHOLD, SUFFOLK COUNTY, JUNE 23, 1775. 

We, whose names are underwritten, agree to have them 
removed to the Association : 

Edmond Howell, 
Micah Howell, Jr., 
John Clark, 
Barnabas Wines, 
Ebenezer W?bb, 
James Rocve, 
John Case, 



John Corwin, 
Henry Pike, 
Thomas Wines, 
George Taylor, 
Jonathan Pike, 
Joseph Mapes, 
Joseph Mapes, Jr., 



Micah Howell, 
Barnabas Wines, Jr., 
David Corwin, Jr., 
John Gardiner, 
Joseph Gardiner, 
John Davenport. 



SIGNERS IN SHELTER-ISLAND, SUFFOEk^OUNTY 



Thomas Dering, 
William Adams, 
James Havens, 
Silvester Dering, 
Samuel Booth, Jr., 
Nathan N. Havens, 
William Brown, 
Peter Havens, 
Elisha Paine, 
Obadiah Havens, 
William Bowditch, 
Joseph Havejre, Jr., 
Benjamin Sawyer, 
Richard Sawyer, 
Johnson Leack, 



John Havens, 
William Havens, 
Daniel Brown, 
Joel Bowditch, 
Moses Horton, 
Walter Havens, 
Benjamin Daval, 
Nathan Hand, 
John Daval, 



Moses St. Sawyer, 
Oliver Norris, 
William Havens, Jr., 
John Havens, Jr., 
Joseph Havens, 
Joshua Horton, 
Thomas Harley, 
Jonathan Howell, 
Isaac BarnB, 



Thomas Conkling, Jr., Ebenezer ' Hayeme, 
Shadrach Conkling, Nj^ha^eJ^thill, 



Moses_ Sawyer, 
Samuel Case, 
Joseph Case, 
Abraham Parker, 



Phineas Parker, 
Joseph Horton, 
Simon Moore. 



Smuel Case, Jr. This man not signed. 

SIGNERS IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY. 



William Duer, 
Archibald Stewart, 
Piatt Smyth, 
Phineas Gage, 
James Reynolds, 
Asahel Jayne, 
Abel Runole, 
Michel Buffle, 
Cambrias Francis, 
Andrew McConchan, 
Elisha Parsons, 
Thomas Lester, 
John Dove, 
Benemin Fillips, 
Henry Fillips, 
Samuel Briant, 
Adam Robertson, 
George Cool, 
John Nicoll, Jr„ 
Samuel Close, 
Anthony Hinnirson, 
John Seaback, 
William Lsahy, 
David Hopkins, 



Samuel Payne, 
Elisha Crunecom, 
Elijah Smyth, 
George Smyth, 
Nehemiah Harris, 
Joseph Gillet, 
Epaphras Bell, 
Solomon Durkee, 
James Durkoe, 
Thomas Durkee, 

Benjamin Bristol, 

John Bunnalg, 

Abijah Dunman, 

John Sanders, 

Barthm'Cartjf, 

Silas Bristol, 

Ezekiel Spicer, 

Franois Deteng, 

John Cook, 

Israel Fuller, 

John McCarter, 

John Henney, 

Bill Fuller, 

Daniel McKlebray, 



Jacob Marsh, 

James Durkee, 

Daniel Dunham, 

Noah Payn, 

Timothy Buell, 

Feter'Freel, 

S, Huntington, 

DuncjyvMcConnely. 

Joseph Fox, 
James Rea, 
Amos Bristol, 
David Watkins, 
Alexander Webster, 
John Hamilton, 
Robert Wilson, 
David Hopkins, 
JoKn'Wilson, 
J aides "Wilson, 
MososJj_?SunTOll, 
Alex^McDougill, 
John Getty, 
Edmond Ward, 
SarrmglCipseU. 
John Punlap, 
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Isaac Lytic, 
David Getty, 
Robert "Getty, 
Isaac Hopkins, 
James Gamel, 
George McKnight, 
Adam Getty, 
Samuel Gamel, 
David Wheden, 
Solomon Weede, 
David Wilson, 
Josiah Parrish, 



John McNeale, 
Jonathan Baker, 
George Fowler 
John Duncan, 
Jonathan Barber, 
Daniel McCloud, 
John Munson, 
John McDonal, 
Oliver Fowler, 
Alexander Gamel, 
Norman MoCloud, 
Alexander Simpson, 



John White, 
John Reed, 
John McKinsey, 
James Burns, 
John McMullen, 
Peter Garcy, 
Ananias Cormac, 
Josiah Parrish, Jr., 
Nathaniel Munson, 
John Peck, 
John Gary, 
Duncan McCloud. 



SIGNERS IN SPRINGFIELD, CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 



Simon Stevens, 
George Hall, 
Samuel Scott, 
Abner 73isbee, 
Josiah Johnson, 
AsahelMighell, 
Timothy Spencer, 
Hezekiah Holmes, 
Sim on Spencer, 
JamesMartin, Jr., 
James Martin, 
Nathaniel Weston, 
Taylor Spencer, 
Ich abod Woddams, 
Joseph Lockwood, 
Abraham Lockwood, 
Nathaniel Sheldon, 



John Nott, 
Noah Porter, 
Emanuel Case, 
Anthony Sheldon, 
John Hammond, 
William Kellog, 
Joseph Little, 
Nicholas Bragg, 
Jacob Lockwood, 
John Griswold, 
Daus Goodwin, 
John M. Roberts, 
Isaac Lockwood, 
Jesse Richardson, 
Oliver Sartwell, 
Joseph Webb, 
Thomas Edwards, 



John Barrett, 
Daniel Sartwell, 
Robert Millard, 
Jerahmeel Powers, 
Piatt Parker, 
Nicholas Bragg, 
Jacob Sartwell, 
Coumcs House, 
William McClellan, 
Thomas Corten, 
Simeon Bradford, 
John Weeams, 
Robert Tavers, 
Ebenezer Hildrith, 
George Hall, Jr., 
James Dunghy, 
John Barrett. 



Province of New-York, Cumberland County, } 
Townshend, July 12, 1775. S 

We, the subscribers, heartily and sincerely adhere to the 
proceedings of the Continental Congress, held at Philadel- 
phia on the 5th day of September, 1775, more especially 
the Association Agreement ; as witness our hands : 



Signed by order of the Committee of Safety in Spring- 
field. John Barrett. 
Decem ber 21 . 1775. 



John Hazeltine, 
Timothy Holbrook, 
William Hayward, 
Silas Hayward, 
Caleb Hayward, 
Peter Hazeltine, 
Paul Hayward, 
Joseph How, 
Benjamin How, 
Daniel Blanchard, 
Benjamin Hayward, 
Amariah Tost, 
Calvin Hayward, 
Eli Hayward, 
Josiah Fish, 
John Wood, 
Moses Holbrook, 



Amos Holbrook, 
John Wright, 
John How, 
John How, Jr., 
James Watkins, 
Jonathan Claton, 



John Burt, 
Paul Hazeltine, 
John Hazeltine, Jr., 
Thomas Walker, 
Jesman Walker, 
Samuel Wisell, 



William Christopher, John Dyer, 
Ezra Holbrook, Benjamin Dyer, 



Isaac Harhart, 
John Barns, 
Epherim Barns, 
Lemuel Robings, 
William Robings, 
Benjamin Fletcher, 
Thomas Reed, 
Benjamin Rugg, 
Asa Ober. 



William Johnson, 
Joseph Tyler, 
Ebenezer Ober, 
Matthew Martin, 
Abraham Martin, 
David Linsey, 
James Linsey, 
Mike Johnson, 
Caleb Darling, 

The above subscribers are all the men now in Town- 
shend ; those out of Town are : Samuel Fletcher, Benjamin 
Moredock, Oliver Moredock, Aaron Johnson, Samuel Par- 
kis, Thomas Barns, Ebenezer Burt. 
~ These are in the service at Roxbury, under Gen. Wash- 
ington. The above completed July 12, 1775, but no safe 
opportunity till now, the 6th day of December, 1775. 

This from a real friend to liberty. Jqhn Hazeltine< 



Whitehall, September 1, 1775. 

The House of Representatives of the Province of Nova- 
Scoria^ in North- America, having unanimously agreed to a 
loyal and dutiful address, petition, and memorial, to the 
King's most excellent Majesty, the Lords spiritual and tem- 
poral, and the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament 
assembled, containing declarations of their obedience and 
submission to the authority of the Parliament of Great 
'ffriialn, as trie supreme legislature of that Province, and 
of all the British Dominions, and of their readiness, as an 
indispensable "fluty, to submit to the payment of such taxes, 
to^e_raised upon a permanent plan, and at the disposal of 
Farliarnentr as shall be their due proportion of the expenses 
of the Empire; and William Nesbift, Esq., Speaker of the 
said House of Representatives, having transmitted a tran- 
script of the said loyal and dutiful address, petition, and 
membTta"T, to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's 
prinBipaT^ecretaries of State, it was this day presented to 
His lVIajesty, and most graciously received. 



extract of a letter from ireland to an acquaintance 
— WInTw-tork, dated September 1, 1775. 

Though most of the people here wish well to the cause 
in which you are engaged, and would rejoice to find you 
continue firm and steadfast, yet it is the prevailing opinion, 
especially among the friends to Government, (so called,) that 
you will be at last frightened into submission to ministerial 
measures. They are raising recruits throughout this King- 
dom. The men are told they are only going to Edinburgh 
to leam military discipline, and are then to return. The 
common people are industriously kept from the knowledge 
of publick affairs. They know nothing but what the great 
people please to let them. Newspapers, since the Stamp 
Act, are so high, the poor and middling people cannot pur- 
chase them , nor even an almanack; not one of which is to 
be found within sixty miles, except among the great folks; 
however, so few are sold, that it is thought there will be no 
riWre^prnteaTmiless the act is repealed, which is expected 
next se~ssionY\ 

It is most grievous to bear the innumerable burdens they 
have imposed upon the people here. It is intended to send 
several Bishops to America, (one at least to every city,) 
with salaries of Jour hundred Pounds sterling each, to be 
paid by the people where they are stationed. It is expected 
that New-York will be the first to submit to any terms that 
shaflTSofierecl ; and great pains have been taken to spread 
a general Deli el that the people in all the Colonies are mere 
cow ards , ready to run at the sight of an army. The news- 
papers that are most circulated are filled with such stuff, 



but not a word of any thing spirited on your part, so that 
our people are altogether ignorant of the true state of 
affairs with you. 

Dear countrymen and fellow-sufferers, who have been 
so happy as to have your lot in a land of liberty, though 
now persecuted and your rights invaded, suffer not your 
most precious inheritance, your liberty and property, your 
noble Constitution, to be torn from you. You are con- 
tending for what is of more value than life ; fear not to risk 
your lives freely in defence of it. Keep your presses free, 
that the people may know all that concerns them and all 
that is doing against them. By every meansjn your power 
keep corruption from influencing any of your offices of 
publick trust ; you cannot possibly be too much guarded 
against this terrible evil, which has almost undone uj = here. 
Let not arbitrary power and despotism have any footing 
among you. Many in this Country, who groan under it, 
would.be glad to give their utmost assistance, and hop£ to 

be over with you before the contest is ended L 

It is my opinion that if you continue firm, you will, with- 
out doubt, succeed in your glorious struggle ; justice will 
give strength to your arms, and weaken those oTyour ene- 
mies. God himself is on your side, and will cause them 
to fall tefore you. Meanwhile, let me ca ution you against 
the least appearance of submission^ You can h ardly con- 
ceive the ill effects of every thing that may feed the hopes 
of your enemies ; even base complaisance in this case is 
criminal, for like drowning men they are ready to catch at 
straws, and, if possible, interpret every thing you say or 
do in favour of their own designs, whereby they are en- 
couraged to continue their efforts to subdue_you. It be- 
hooves you, therefore, to be resolute, plain, and absolute, 
in your refusal of every proposal that implies giving up one 
tittle of your rights and liberties, or might bring them into 
the least danger, and resist every attempt against them with 
all your might. The least slackness or compliance on your 
part will embolden them to proceed in their endeavours to 
enforce their laws, to tax and enslave you. May God guide 
and protect you. Amen. . .. . 

I am a sincere friend to_ the natural rights and liberty of 
mankind, and yours, &c. M. W. 

P. S. It is reported that Charles Stuart is, preparing to 
make an attempt to obtain the Crown of Scotland. 1 wait 
for further intelligence. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEM5BITN VIRGINIA 
TO HIS FRIEND IN EDINBURGH, isCOTLANDy DATED MID- 
DLESEX, SEPTEMBER 1, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I embrace fhis a favoirjrablfi opportunity of 
writing you by a gentleman' who intends to reside in Scot- 
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land with his lady and family. As to the present state of 
Virginia, I refer you to them. Tears stand in my eyes 
when I think or write of this once happy, thrice happy 
l and o f liberty. 

All is anarchy and confusion. A brave people strug- 
gling in opposition to the acts of the British Parliament. 
We are all in arms, exercising and training old and young 
to the use of the gun. No person goes abroad without his 
sword, or gun, or pistols. The sound of war echoes from 
north to south. Every plain is full of armed men, who all 
wear a hunting shirt, on the left breast of which are sewed, 
in very legible letters, "Liberty or Death." May Got? put 
a speedy and happy end to this grand and important con- 
test between the mother and her children. The Colonies 
do not wish to be independent; they only deny the right 
of taxation in the Parliament. They would freely grant 
the King whatever he pleases to request, of their own As- 
semblies, provided the Parliament has no hand in the dis- 
posing of it. 

This dispute has put an end to all trade and commerce. 
The Country is on the brink of destruction. The rising 
glory of America is totally eclipsed, and, unless some pru- 
dent means be fallen on to bring about a reconciliation, I 
tremble for the consequences. The troubles of the year 
1745 were but like a flea-bite to the present commotions. 
Never was there heard of such an unanimity as prevails 
through this extensive Empire in the glorious cause of 
liberty. All ranks and conditions of men have laid aside 
all sorts of extravagance in living and dressing, vieing with 
one another who shall wear most of their own manufactory. 
You would hardly believe the quantity of cotton cloth that 
is arrrraaTly^ manufactured here could be made. I do assure 
you no women in any part of the world can be more indus- 
trious than those in Virginia. They labour under one 
great disadvantage ; which is, their being entirely ignorant of 
the waj's of making of linen, which they will severely feel 
next year, this warm climate requiring more of that article 
than any other. 

WILLIAM TENNENT TO THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY FOR 
SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

Long Cane, September 1, 1775. 

This comes by Captain George Reid's wagon from the 
Long Canes, where I am at present. I parted from Mr. 
Drayton on Monday morning ; he steered his course to 
Augusta, and thence designed for the camp at Amelia. I 
thought it necessary to visit the settlements on this side of 
Saluda. Met a large congregation yesterday, and found 
the people divided in their sentiments. Spoke at least two 
hours to them, to good effect. The prevailing party here 
is for American measures, by the agency of some of our 
worthy members ; but they need confirmation. I have 
therefore appointed three meetings, at which I expect to 
see the greater number of the disaffected. I shall then 
cross over into FletchalVs Regiment once more, to be at an 
election appointed at ForoVs, on Enoree, where we expect 
great opposition, if not violence, from Cunningham's party. 
Brown will bring them to blood if he can, but I still hope 
it may be prevented. I consider myself as running great 
risks7huFthinkTt my duty. 

Our visit has given their party a great shock, divided 
their friends, and strengthened our interest much. One of 
their chiefs confessed to me, at Little River, that he brought 
up the thanks of the GoveTnour to Mr. Cunningham, for 
what he had done and is doing. The Governonr's intrigue 
hern is as evident as the light of the sun. The evidences 
of their design, by the Indians, is no doubt clear to the 
Council, from the papersjent down already. 

The inhabitants here are in great terrour, as far as they 
have heard_ of their danger, and that because they have no 
ammuni tion. The Ieaders.have frequently dropped in com- 
pany that they intend to form a camp. I am sure they will 
find a smal ler number resdy to befriend them than they 
imagine. But their dependarice is upon the savages to join 
their army, and that the rest of the inhabitants will be 
forcedjo join them, to save their families from a massacre- 
I ajTLtakTng proper measures, in this District, to prevent 
the horrible conspiracy. Three volunteer companies are 
formed; one under Major_jTen;y,whonow secms~an"imated 
in the cause ; another under Captain Pickins; a third under 
Captain James McCall. More of the like kind is going on 



as fast as may be. The great difficulty is the want of am- 
munition. They evidently have a design upon Fort Char- 
lotte, and our friends cannot collect to defend it, unless 
they are supplied ; I have therefore promised them a sup- 
ply. If you, therefore, gentlemen, think it proper, it will 
be of the greatest utility to send up one hundred or one 
hundred and fifty pounds weight of powder, and some lead, 
by the bearer, Samuel Reid, who will effectually secrete 
it until delivered safe into the han ds of the volunteer Com- 
panies, to be subject to the order of the Council in case it 
is not used for the defence of the Colony. It will be effect- 
ually secured, and a small delay may be greatly dangerous. 
The same measure will be necessary on the other side of 
Broad River. 

I could wish that Virginia might be alarmed and ready, 
and that a categorical answer might be demanded of the 
Cherokces before the time of danger. The Creeks are in 
some danger from one Thompson, an emissary, now among 
them. I shall visit Fort Charlotte before I return, and hope 
to let you hear more particularly on these subjects next 
week. 

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY COMMITTEE. 

PliiladelphiaCounty, September I, 1775. 

In Committee, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Township Committees and the Captains of the different 
Companies, and they are hereby enjoined to make returns 
to this Committee of the Associators, Non-Associators, &c., 
in their respective Districts, agreeable to the directions of 
the Committee of Safety, on Friday, the 22d instant ; and 
that the Colonels of each Battalion in thisj3ounty do, at 
the same time, return the names of the:" Officers of their 
respective Battalions, with, their ranks and seniority in Bat- 
talion. 

The Committee adjourned to Friday, the 22d instant, to 
meet at the house of Jacob Neaff, at ten o'clock in the 
forenoon. . __~:iz: ___ ""." :.. 

NEW-YOHK COMMtTTfiE. ..'_!'." 



The Committee met Friday, September 1, 1775. Pre- 
sent: Henry Remsen, Chairman, and thirty-five Members. 

The Deposition o( George Van Schamp, relative to Ser- 
geant Graham's conduct in. Boston, received and read. 

The Memorial of Stephen Skinner, Esq., received and 
read, praying leave to land some Trunks and Bedding, the 
property of Miss Johnson, Miss Kemble, and Mrs. Lee. 

Ordered, That leave be given accordingly, and that 
Mr. O. Templeton and Mr. John Bropme~be a Sub-Com- 
mittee to examine the same. 

Ordered, That the Chairman be requested to write a 
letter of thanks to the different Committees in New-Jersey 
and Orangetown, for their polite behaviour to Captain 
Dobbs. 

New-York Committee Chamber, September 1, 1775. 

Whereas this Committee, by their Resolution of the 1st 
of May last, and the Continental Congress, by their Resolve 
of the 27th of said month, ordered, that no Provisions should 
be exported to Quebcck, Nova-Scotia, Georgia, New- 
foundland, or any part of the fishing coast .or fishing islands 
to the eastward of Nantucket : And whereas .it appears to 
this Committee, by the Depositions of Charles De Kay, 
master, and Thomas MUlroy, mate of the Sloop Sally, 
whereof John Christian Drewidts and HJoges Delis Der- 
nier are owners, that they, the said John Christian Dre- 
vjidts and Moses Delis Dernier, did loacfjhe said sloop 
with Provisions; and the said Moses Delis Dernier did 
proceed with her, so loaded, to Nom-Sgotia, and there 
disposed of the same, in violation of the Jlejolvi^pf the 
said Continental Congress: Arid whereas it further appears, 
by the Deposition of Captafci.Jenking, late master of the 
Sloop Elizabeth, whereof Thomas Ludlow [ jwa sjgwnei', 
that the said Thomas Ludlow did load the. JlLd jjoop in 
the Port of New-York, with Provisions; ancrwltf] her so 
loaded, did proceed to the Island of Newfoundland, and 
there disposed of the same, in violation of tie aloregajd 
Resolve: "_~",77~TI^?T^~"^~'--. 

Resolved, 1st, That the Depositions 6? tfis i said Charles 
De Kay, Thomas MlUroy, and Ric hard J enhmg, be pub- 
lished in the newspapers in this City. 
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Resolved. 2tf. That the said John Christian Drewidis. 
Moses Delis Dernier, Charles De Kay, and Thomas Lud- 
low, have knowingly violated the be fore mentioned Resolve 
of the Continental Congress, and the General Association 
entered into by the inhabitants of this City and County ; 
and that the said John Christian Drewidts, Moses Delis 
Dernier. Charles De Kit v. and Thomas Ludlow, have 
severally acted inimieally to, and haveTiccn guilty of a 
high infringement of a Resolve of the associated American 
Colonies. 

By order of the Committee : 

Remhy Remsen, Dep'y Chairman. 

City of IN e w- V ork , ss. 

Charles De Kav. of the City of New-York, Mariner, 
and commander of the Sloop Sally, now lying in the Port 
of J\ew- York* being duly sworn, makes oath, that on or 
about the beginning of June last, he sailed from the said 
Port of Nste- forfc on board of the said sloop, as master 
and commander thereof, with a car»o consisting of flour, 
rye meal, bread, pork, Ind tan corn, rum, and some boards, 
to the river called i'ettiquit Jack, in Nova-Scotia, where 
Mr. Moses Delis Dernier, supercargo and part owner of 
the said sloon and car«o. disposed of a small part of the 
said cargo, to wit ; of some of the (lour and some of the 
bre.ad ; that from thence he proceeded with the remainder 
of the said car?o on board of the said sloop, to the Town- 
ship of Shij)pody, in the Province of Nova-Scolia a fore - 
saidT and there discharged some part of the said cargo, by 
the direction of the said Moses Delis Dernier; that from 
the Township of Shipped y be proceeded with the said sloop 
and the residue of the said cargo to the Town of Cumber- 
land, in the Province aforesaid, where the said sloop was 
discharged of her said cargo, and the same was disposed of 
in thfi manner fallowing, to wit: part to Mr. John Avary, 
of Windsor, then at Cumberland aforesaid, who loaded or 
put the part so purchased by him on board of a schooner, 
to go to Windsor aforesaid, part consisting of flour, bread, 
iron, and steel, amounting to about the sum of two hun- 
dred and ninetv odd Pounds sterling in value, to Mr. 
Thomas dough, of the Town or Boston, (which he told 
the deponent he intended to carry or convey to Windsor 
aforesaid, or Machias, in order therewith to purchase a 
camo for the West- Indies, which the deponent believed to 
be true.) and the rest in small parcels to the inhabitants of 
the sum Town of Cumberland • that that part of the said 
cargo sold to the said Thomas Clovgh, as aforesaid, wqs sold 
for the same nrice that the said John Avary purchased at; 
tha| l h° deponent had no knowledge or expectation, or 
belief, at the time of the sale of part of the said cargo to 
the sail! Tliomas Clough, that he intended to convey any 
part thereof so purchased by him to any other place than 
Windsor or IShudiins aforesaid, for the purposes aforesaid; 
and that ho, the deponent, verily believes, and is well as- 
sured, thai the said Thomas Clough did not convey any part 
of the said cargo, so purchased by him as aforesaid, to the 
Town of Boston : and this deponent further sailh, that the 
said sloop's camo being discharged and disposed of as afore- 
said, lie proceeded from Cumberland aforesaid, on board of 
the said sloop, in ballast, to this City, where he arrived 
about the 23d Instant : and this deponent further saith, that 
besides the sloop's canroheforemeutioned, he had an adven- 
ture belonging to lum, the deponent, on board, of two hun- 
dred and liTtv weiyht of hams, and one hundred. and fifty 
gallons of rum, which were disposed of at Cumberland a lore - 
said,, in small parcels, to the inhabitants: and lurlher the 
deponent sailh, that before he left New-York, in the said 
voyage, he, the deponent, was informed by Moses Delis 
Dernier, one ol the owners of the said vessel, that she 
was bound for the Bav of Fundy ; and the said Mosej told 
him, that he would have applied to the Committee, to 
have got leave to have gone there, but that be was afraid 
that the nort would have been shut ; and further the de- 
ponent saith not. Charles De Kav. 

Swora the 31st August, 1775, before me. 

Wjhtehhad Hicks, Mayor. 
City of New-York, ss. 

Thomas Millroy, nf the IsU-of-Mav, Mariner, and mate 
of the Sloop Sally, now lying in ihe Port of New- York, 
beiu" duly sworn, uiakctli oath, that on or about the begin- 
ning of June last, he sailed from the said Port of New- 



York* on board the said sloop, as mate thereof, with a 
cargo consisting of flour, rye meal, bread, pork, Indian 
corn, rum, and some boards, bound for the West-Indies, as 
he was informed by the master of the said sloop. When 
they had got out at sea about eighteen hours' sail, Captain 
Charles De Kay told the deponent they were bound for 
the Bay of Fundy. At their arrival in the Bay of Fundy, 
at a place called Pettiquit Jack, where our supercargo, 
Mr. Moses Delis Dernier, sold some of the cargo ; from 
thence we went to the Township of Shippody River, and 
there we discharged part of the cargo, by the directions of 
said Moses Delis Dernier; from thence we went lo Cumber- 
land, in the Province aforesaid, and there we discharged 
the whole of the cargo we had left, by the order of our super- 
cargo ; and then took in ballast, and filled our casks with 
water, and sailed from thence to New- York, where we 
arrived the 25th of August, 1775, at Sandy-Hook, or near 
the Narrows, where the Captain left the sloop and went 
up to New-York. Before he left the sloop he desired me, 
if any person inquired where they came from, should say 
from St. Eus tat ia ; and also desired me to give the peo- 
ple a caution ; which I accordingly did. 

Thomas Millroy. 
Sworn this 31st day of August, 1775, before me, 

William W a dwell, Alderman. 

I, Richard Jenking, sailed from New- York on the 28th 
of May. last, as master of the Sloop Elizabeth, belonging 
to Mr. Thomas Ludlow, laden with provisions, to wit: bread, 
flour, pork, Indian corn, and a small parcel of iron ; that 
the said Thomas Ludlow went with tne, as owner and super- 
cargo, and took with him four negroes, three of which I 
understood were his own. We came to an anchor that day 
within Sandy- Hook light-house ; next day about noon got 
under way, and put to sea. I took the log-hook and marked 
il towards Bermuda ; and that he then told me not to be 
surprised, that he intended to go to Newfoundland. I found 
myself obliged to follow his orders, and shaped a course for 
Cape Bace. The Hth of June, arrived at the harbour of 
Trespass, in Newfoundland, and there landed the cargo, 
which he sold to Jackson fy Hallet, merchants, of Topsham, 
for sixteen and sixpence sterling, round, as he informed me. 
1 differed with him there, for deceiving me, and would have 
left him, could I have got a passage homo. He took a pas- 
sage in a small vessel belonging to Mr. Jackson, fortyuebeck, 
and gave me my sailing orders to follow him, which I did : 
he arrived at tyuebeck some days before me. At my arrival, 
he ordered me to haul the vessel close into the Town in the 
mud. In a few days he informed ine that he was going to 
take on board cattle for the West-Indies. I demanded my 
discharge, and told him I would not proceed any further 
with him. He insisted I should ; on which high words 
arose between us. I still persisted in my resolution to 
leave him. In a few davs he provided another master, 
and discharged me. 1 procured a passage to Saybrook, in 
the Sloop Betsey, Norman Morrison, master, and arrived at 
Saybrook the 20th instant ; from thence I proceeded here, 
and arrived the 27th. Richard Junking. 

Sworn the 30th August, 1775, tjolore me, 

Whitehead Hicks, Mayor. 

DAVID BLRCER TO NF.W-TORK C0NOR.ESS. 

New-York, September 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I take this opportunity, from the regard 
that I have for the cause of American freedom, to acquaint 
you that there is a set of judicious people that live on Sia- 
ten-Island, who, for the sake of a little gain, would sell 
their and the Country's privileges, as appears by their sell- 
ing to the Troops, which they have done last Tuesday, 
such as hogs, sheep, geese, ducks, and fowls, lo go on 
board the ship that lies now in the North River, to go 
to Boston, and are determined to continue thus in letting 
them have such stock as they want, as far as they are able 
lo supply them, and will spare no pains to provide for 
them. Mr. Cubberly is to let them have some stock. As 
lie is not willing to bring them up himself, for fear of being 
discovered in so doing, so that they are to call for them, 
and he will let them have as far as he can spare. Last 
Titesdau thev had the ahovementioned stock from John 
Van felt, Cornelius Martin, Benjamin Martin, John 
Ketelias, Jacob Barregar, and Maru Barrcrar. The 
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notice to you is from a friend to the cause of America, 
desiring that I should acquaint you of the same, which 
1 do, as it is my and every friend's duty to the cause of 
America. From your humble servant, 

David Burgee, 
Living in Partition- street, New-York. 

The Provincial Congress, in New- York. 



A list of the Militia Officers in Rumbout Precinct, 
Ulster County, New-York, elected agreeable to Reso- 
lutions of Congress : 

Zebulon Southard, Captain ; Evert ffinckoop Swart, 
First Lieutenant; Robert Brett, Second Lieutenant; Isaac 
Van fVyck, Ensign. 

Jacob Griffin, Captain ; John G. Brinckerhoff, Fj^st 
Lieutenant; Abraham. Schenck, Second Lieutenant; Chris- 
tian Dubois, Jun., Ensign. 

Joseph Horton, Captain ; Johannes Wiltsey, First Lieu- 
tenant ; John L. Losie, Second Lieutenant ; Jacob Buys, 
Jun., Ensign. 

Isaac Hegeman, Captain ; Jacobus De Graff, First 
Lieutenant; Gideon Van Velen, Second Lieutenant; Ro- 
bert Todd, Ensign. 

William Fowler, Captain ; Matthew Van Bunschoten, 
First Lieutenant ; Daniel Outwater, Second Lieutenant ; 
Peter Van Bunschoten, Ensign. 

Stephen Brinckerhoff, Captain ; John A. Brincker- 
hoff, (since dead,) First Lieutenant; George Brincker- 
hoff, Second Lieutenant; Stephen Osburn, Ensign. 

Andrew Hill, Captain ; Cornelius Brinckerhoff, First 
Lieutenant; Francis Way, Junior, Second Lieutenant; 
Abraham La Dow, Ensign. 

Henry Schenck, Deputy Chairman. 

September, 1775. 

EXTRACT OP A LETTER FROM ALBANY TO A GENTLEMAN IN 
NORWICH, CONNECTICUT, DATED SEPTEMBER 1, 1775. 

Business of all kinds is entirely stagnated here. Since 
the primitive chaos gave place to creation, I question if 
there has been such a scene of confusion as this place has 
exhibited for a month past. When the wind is southerly, 
sloops are continually arriving, sometimes six or seven in 
one day, filled with veteran troops. They encamp, while 
here, upon the Flats, near the Patroon's, and many of them 
lodge in sheds, barns, he. It is said they are all bound 
for Canada, and propose to winter in Quebeck. 

Volkert P. Douw, one of the Commissioners appointed 
by the Congress for managing Indian affairs, has been in- 
viting the Six Nations to come and visit their brethren at 
Albany, and hold a conference with him and his colleagues, 
General Schuyler and Colonel Goose Van Schaick. In 
consequence of said invitation, upwards of four hundred 
Indians, with their squaws and papooses, have been here 
these three weeks past. There have been two publick con- 
ferences between them and the Commissioners, and one 
private in the Presbyterian Meeting-House, The savages 
declare that they will not lift the hatchet against their 
King and brethren on the other side of the great water, 
but observe an exact neutrality, unless either party shall 
attempt to garrison Fort Stamvix, or shut up their commu- 
nication with Canada; in which case they will consider 
them who does it to be their enemy. They are now wait- 
ing until they receive their presents, which are soon ex- 
pected from New-York. General Schuyler's Regiment, 
at Ticonderoga, embarked yesterday for St. John's. 

Watertown, August 21, 1775. 
The following Letter was very privately sent from Fal- 
mouth, in Casco-Bay, to the late execrable Governour 
Hutchinson, and lately found among his papers. As some 
persons have been suspected of signing it, who are entirely 
innocent, it is now given to the publick, that such perni- 
cious conduct may be chargeable on those only who are 
guilty of it : 

Falmouth, February 10, 1774. 

Sir: Being informed that your Excellency intends soon 
to embark for England, and fearing that certain resolves 
lately passed in a meeting of this Town, which your Ex- 
cellency will probably soon see in print, may create unfa- 



vourable impressions in your Excellency's mind against the 
Town, we beg leave to inform you that many of us disap- 
prove of all the proceedings of the said town-meeting, and 
all of us utterly dislike the indecent reflections on the Ad- 
ministration at home, the East-India Company, and in 
particular what is said respecting your Excellency. 

We further disapprove of the resolve acknowledging 
any obligations to Boston, for their conduct respecting the 
tea ships, and are determined to use our influence at the 
next annual March meeting to obtain a reconsideration of 
the said resolves. 

Wishing your Excellency a prosperous voyage, we are, 
with the greatest respect, your Excellency's most obedi- 
ent humble servants, 

M. Pearson, Thomas Oxnard, 

Stephen Longfellow, Robert Pagan, 
Theo. Bradbury, John Kent, 

David Wyer, Jun., Moses Shattuck, 

Benjamin Titcomb, William Robb, 
Jer. Pote, Simeon Mayo, 

Enoch Ilsley, Thomas Coulson, 

Thomas Cumming, W. Simmons, 

Greenfield Pote, Thomas Sandford. 

To His Excellency Tfwmas Hutchinson, Esq. 

Falmouth, September 1, 1775. 
We, the subscribers, declare that, in signing the letter to 
Governour Hutchinson, of the 10th of February, 1774, 
lately published, it was the furthest from our intentions to 
injure or offend our Town or Country, or to signify our 
approbation of those acts of Parliament which are so uni- 
versally and justly odious to America. We really thought 
Governour Hutchinson was a friend to his Country, and 
hoped he would have endeavoured, when in England, to 
obtain a redress of our grievances, and are sorry to find 
ourselves mistaken. We detest the thought of knowingly 
countenancing or encouraging an enemy to our once happy 
Constitution; and had we then been convinced that he was 
one, as we now are, we should never have signed that 
letter. We further declare, that it has always been our 
determination to observe the Association and Resolves of 
the Continental and Provincial Congresses, and hope this 
declaration will be satisfactory to the publick, whose fa- 
vour we shall always think ourselves happy in deserving. 
Enoch Ilsley, John Kent, 

Theo. Bradbury, Simeon Mayo, 
Thomas Sandford, Moses Shattuck. 

I, the subscriber, one of the signers of a letter to Gov- 
ernour Hutchinson, bearing date February 10th, 1774, 
lately published in the newspapers, do solemnly declare to 
the publick, that I consider, and always have considered, 
the Ministerial plan of taxing America without her con- 
sent as unconstitutional and oppressive ; that I heartily 
approve of the present mode of defending ourselves against 
the violence of Ministerial Troops, and I have cheerfully 
obeyed all the Resolves of the Continental and Provincial 
Congresses ; that I now consider said Hutchinson as one 
of the greatest enemies of our natural and chartered rights; 
and had he then appeared to me in the light that he has 
since, I should not have signed said letter. I further de- 
clare, that I did not disapprove of the substance of the 
Resolves of the Town of Falmouth, which the letter refers 
to, only of certain reflections on persons, which then ap- 
peared to me needless and imprudent, and which I then 
publickly objected to ; therefore, I hope to be still con- 
sidered as a friend to the liberties of America, and that the 
candid publick will forgive my errour in signing said letter. 

Benjamin Titcomb. 

Falmouth, September 5, 1775. 
Whereas we, the subscribers, with sundry others, in 
February, 1774, signed a letter to the late Governour 
Hutchinson; in doing which, we then thought we were 
serving the publick in general, and this Town in special ; 
but now, finding it has given offence to many persons, we 
in this publick manner declare, that we had not the least 
design to offend the publick, or any individual, much less 
to injure the cause of America, the just rights and liberties 
whereof we are at all times ready to exert our best abilities 
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to support and defend. Nor have we ever had the most 
secreiTwish ^ hat the late acts of Parliament, or any one of 
them, sfiouTcT take place in this country ; nor should we 
have sent said letter to Governour Hutchinson, had we not 
supposed at that time he was a friend to his .native coun- 
try, but are now very sorry we wrote him. 

,.,, Stephen Longfellow, 

David Wyer, Jun., 
Thomas Oxnard. 

Falmouth, September 1, 1775. 
Finding that a letter which I signed, to the late Govern- 
our Hutchinson, in February, 1774, has given offence to 
many, I embrace this opportunity publickly to declare, that 
I signed it with a view to serve the publick in general, and 
the Town in particular ; and that I, by signing thereof, had 
no intention to approve of Governour Hutchinson's con- 
duct, or the transactions of the Ministry, Parliament, or 
East-India Company; and I sincerely beg the forgiveness 
of all those whom I have by my conduct at this time 
offended. Jer. Pote. 

Whereas I, the subscriber, with several others, in Feb- 
ruary, 1774, subscribed a letter to the late Governour 
Hutchinson, in doing which I then apprehended I was 
doing service to the publick in general, and to this Town in 
special ; but finding said letter has given offence to many 
persons, I hereby declare I had not the least design to give 
offence to the publick, or any individual, much less to in- 
jure the cause of America, whose just rights and liberties 
I am at all times ready to exert my best abilities to sup- 
port and defend ; nor have 1 ever had the most secret wish 
that the late Acts of Parliament, or any of them, should 
take place in the Colonies ; nor should I have been con- 
cerned in sending said letter, had I not supposed at that 
time that Governour Hutchinson was a friend to his native 
country. Thomas Cumming. 

Falmouth, September 1, 1775. 
As the publick may expect my acquainting them with 
my reasons for signing a letter to the late Governour 
Hutchinson, in February, 1774, I take this opportunity to 
declare, that my sole motives for signing that letter were a 
view to the publick good, and a wish to serve this Town 
in particular, to which I acknowledge myself under the 
greatest obligations. And, further, that I had no intention 
thereby to approve of Governour Hutchinson's publick 
conduct, the conduct of the Ministry, or East-India Com- 
pany. Since I have been an inhabitant of this Province, 
it has always been my study to avoid giving offence ; and 
I sincerely wish the forgiveness of those who have been 
offended by that letter. Robert Pagan. 



RICHARD PENN AND ARTHUR LEE TO THE PRESIDENT OF 

CONGRESS. 

[Read November 9, 1775.] 

London, September 2, 1775. 

Honourable Sir: On the 21st of last month we sent 
to the Secretary of State for America a copy of the peti- 
tion from the General Congress ; and yesterday, the first 
moment that was permitted us, we presented to him the 
original, which his Lordship promised to deliver to His 
Majesty. 

We thought it our duty to press his Lordship to obtain 
an answer ; but we were told, as His Majesty did not re- 
ceive it on the throne, no answer would be given. 

We have the honour of being, honourable Sir, your most 
faithful and obedient servants, &c. „ „ 

KlCHARD rENN, 

Arthur Lee. 



A list of Field- Officers nominated by the Committee of 
Cornwall Precinct, in Orange County, for the 
Eastern Regiment, on the north side of the Mountains, 
viz : 

Colonel, Jesse Woodhull, Esq. ; Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Elihu Marvin; Majors, Nathaniel Strong and Zachariah 
Dubois; Adjutant, William Moffat ; Quartermaster, Na- 
thaniel Satterly, 



Commissioned Officers chosen by the respective Companies 
belonging to said Regiment : 

In the Company formerly commanded by Captain Elihu 
Marvin : Captain, Archibald Little, Esq. ; First Lieuten- 
ant, Birdseye Youngs; Second Lieutenant, Thomas Hor- 
ton ; Ensign, Nathan Marvin. 

In the Company formerly commanded by Captain Jesse 
Woodhull, Esq.: Captain, Jonathan Tuthill ; First Lieu- 
tenant, John Brewster, Jun. ; Second Lieutenant, Samuel 
Strong; Ensign, Francis Brewster. 

In the Company formerly commanded by Captain 
James Peters: Captain, Christopher Van Duzer ; First 
Lieutenant, William Roe ; Second Lieutenant, Obadiah 
Smith ; Ensign, Isaac Tobias. 

In the new Company in the Upper Clove, being part of 
the^ Company formerly commanded by Captain Austin 
Smith: Captain, Garret Miller; First Lieutenant, Asa 
Buck; Second Lieutenant, William Horton; Ensign, 
Aaron Miller. 

In the Company in Woodbury Clove, being the Com- 
pany formerly commanded by Captain Austin Smith : 
Captain, Francis Smith ; First Lieutenant, Thomas Smith ; 
Second Lieutenant, Alexander Galloway) Ensign, John 
McManus. 

In a new Company set off in the southwesterly parts 
of the Precinct of Cornwall: Captain, Stephen Slote; 
First Lieutenant, George Galloway ; Second Lieutenant, 
John Brown ; Ensign, David Rogers. 

In the Company formerly commanded by Captain 
Phineas Rumsey : Captain, Silas Peison; First Lieu- 
tenant, Joshua Brown ; Second Lieutenant, Daniel Reeve ; 
Ensign, Phineas Heard. 

At a meeting of a Company of Minute-Men at the 
house of Francis Smith, in Cornwall Precinct, in the 
County of Orange, and Province of New-Yorlc, on the 
2d of September, 1775, they proceeded to choose their 
Officers, according to the Resolve of the Congress in such 
cases provided, when the following persons were chosen 
for that purpose, viz : 

Captain, Samuel Raymenl; First Lieutenant, David 
Reynolds; Second Lieutenant, Richard Langdon; En- 
sign, Jeremiah Fowler. 

By order of the Committee : 

Thomas Moffat, Cleric. 

CAPTAIN PHINEAS RUMSEY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

September 19, 1775. 
Sir : I desire the enclosed Petition may be laid before 
the Congress, or the Committee of Safety where the Militia 
Commissions come from, that I may have a hearing be- 
fore the commissions for Dr. Pierson be given out. 
I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Phineas Rumsey. 
Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., or to 

John McKesson, Esq., in New-York. 

To the Honourable the Members of the Provincial Con- 
gress in New- York assembled : 
The humble Petition of the several persons whose names 
are hereunto subscribed, sheweth : 

That on the 23d day of August, 1775, came on the 
choice of electing a Captain for one of our last division of 
Goshen Township Companies, in Orange County, at which 
Captain Phineas Rumsey, Dr. Silas Peirson, and Ste- 
phen Gilbert, were candidates : 

That Archibald Little, Esq., and Nathaniel Satterly, 
two of the Committee of Blooming Grove, were appoint- 
ed to be the returning officers to take in the poll, to 
which they proceeded in the order as the Congress di- 
rects, at which Phineas Rumsey obtained the most votes 
to continue Captain; and in said order, John Vail and 
John Woodhull Tuchel were, by a majority, chosen First 
and Second Lieutenants, by fair votes, and, as said judges 
say, were returned accordingly; but said Peirson and Gil- 
bert being disappointed, together with a small party of 
the people who were their associates, thinking to gain 
their ends by taking the advantage of some words that they 
say said Rumsey spoke, as they suppose in violation of 



-zx 



629 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., SEPTEMBER, 1T75. 



630 



one of the orders of the Congress, about choosing the war- 
ranted or non-commissioned officers, and said Gilbert enter- 
ed a complaint to said Committee of Blooming Grove, of 
which he himself is a member, and obtained a citation for 
said Rumsey, and served the same the day of trial, which day 
he could not attend, as he was engaged for the space often 
days before that to go to Warwick that day to do business 
of consequence that could not be omitted ; neither could 
said Rumsey come to trial on so short a notice, as one of 
his material evidences was in New-York at that time. 
Said Rumsey sent said John Vail, who informed said Com- 
mittee of his circumstances, but they, not thinking proper 
to adjourn, met and proceeded to try said Rumsey, and 
voted themselves that Rumsey' s notice was too quick to be 
then tried, but the discontented party thinking it their 
most proper time to try him when he was not there to vin- 
dicate himself. All informed the said Committee that 
they were evidences, and would not appear again ; at which 
said Committee gratified them, and on their verbal words 
condemned Rumsey, and adjudged him unfit to wear a 
commission ; but said Committee must not have kno%vn 
that all those men were equally prosecutors, or they would 
not have condemned the man without one legal witness, and 
stopped the commissions coming to the other officers who 
were legally chosen, and no complaint entered against. 
Said Committee ordered a second choice, at which we 
attended, where said Little and Zachariah Dubois were 
returning officers, who did proceed to take in the poll in a 
very irregular manner, as the men that pretended to vote 
for them were but kw in numbers, and did not choose to 
appear with so small a party of the Company, and we de- 
clined voting a second time, until we had further orders from 
this honourable House, as we thought we bad gone accord- 
ing to their direction in our first choice ; but these few who 
were discontented with the first choice had procured several 
voters out of other Companies, and some that did not live 
in the County, who all voted once, and some, it is said, 
twice, as it was not in the power of the officers to know 
who had voted, or how often, as they were not less than 
eight or ten deep, all crowded around the table from differ- 
ent parts of the country ; by which means they voted in 
Dr. Silas Peirson Captain, and other Lieutenants to com- 
mand, as contrary to order and our inclination, and said 
they would return the same accordingly. 

That your petitioners humbly conceive the said pro- 
ceedings not only to be a manifest wrong to the said Captain 
Rumsey and said law, but a violation of the rights of your 
petitioners and others, the electors of our neighbouring 
Companies, whose discontented parties are encouraged by 
their success, and jnow following their example, to the 
great annoyance of peace in our Country. Your petition- 
ers, therefore, humbly pray this honourable House to take 
their case into consideration, and to give them such relief 
therein as to this honourable House shall seem meet ; and 
your petitioners shall ever pray. 

Phmeas Rumsey, John Gavey, Benjamin Cozat, 

John Vail, Benj. McVeaugh, Abraham Cooley, 

John Pain, John Ketcham, Samuel Reader, 

Asa Rumsey, Joseph Peterson, 



Return of the Captains and Subalterns of the Companiei 
in Colonel Van Ness's Regiment of Minute-men. 

Nobth-East: Captain, Hugh Rea ; First Lieutenant, 
Daniel Wilson; Second Lieutenant, Nathaniel Mead ; En- 
sign, Phenix Rice. 

Rhinkbeck: Captain, Harman Hoffman; First Lieu- 
tenant, Andrew Heermanse ; Second Lieutenant, George 
Sharp ; Ensign, James Adams. 

Rhinebeck: Captain, John De Witt; First Lieuten- 
ant, Felix Heermanse; Second Lieutenant, John Steen- 
bergh; Ensign, Jacob Kip. 

Amenia: Captain, Increase Child; First Lieutenant, 
John Lloyd; Second Lieutenant, William Blunt ; Ensign, 
Josiah Morse. 

Charlotte : Captain, Smith Sutherland; First Lieuten- 
ant, ZZaccheus Marshall; Second Lieutenant, Uriah Sill; 
Ensign, Stephen Haight. 

PETITION OF JOHN Mc KINNEY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable Members of the Provincial Congress, 
at this time convened in the City of New- York : 

The Petition of John Mc Kinney most humbly sheweth : 

That your petitioner, with his wife and family, are under 
the greatest distress of mind, at the confinement and misfor- 
tunes of Captain John Kendall, who has for some time past 
been married to your petitioner's daughter, who is very 
lately brought to bed, and now lies in so truly deplorable a 
manner that her life is much despaired of, and that in great 
part attributed to her husband's present unhappy situation. 
That your petitioner is unspeakably concerned at the said 
John Kendall's being under the censure and displeasure of 
this honourable Board, but does not mean to vindicate, in 
the least, any misconduct he may have been guilty of; only 
means hereby to hope his own and family's present unhap- 
piness may be speedily alleviated by your feeling considera- 
tion. That your petitioner has been many years an inhabi- 
tant of this city, has, with great care and trouble, brought 
up a large family; is a freeman and freeholder, and would 
willingly become the said John Kendall's security that he 
shall in future behave himself in a becoming manner; that 
he shall not take up arms, or otherwise behave offensively 
against the Continental Army, nor shall go on board any of 
His Majesty's ships of war, or otherwise your petitioner is 
willing to be bound as this honourable Board shal] see 
reasonable and requisite. Wherefore, your petitioner 
earnestly prays that the premises may, in the most conve- 
nient time, be taken into consideration by this honourable 
Board, that his security may be taken for the future good 
conduct of the said John Kendall, and be thereupon dis- 
charged from his present confinement; for which great 
favour your petitioner, with his family, will ever most sin- 
cerely pray, &.c. 

City of New-York, September 2, 1775. 



Charles Tooken, 
Benjamin Harlow, 
Nathan Rumsey, 
Garret Durye, 
Stephen Hulse, 
Thomas Eyerson, 
George Durye, 
Peter. Cavanagh, 
StepReir: Payn, 
Joseph Davis, 
Asa Overton, 
David Ajrd, 
MosesTrain, 



William McMillen, John Bran, 
Zophar Jayn, Oliver Peterson, 



Benjamin Jayn, 
John Carpenter, 
John Stag, 
Enos Hagerty, 
Selah Tucker, 
Isaac Tucker, 
William Tuthill, 
John Miers, 
William Crane, 
Jesae Mithers, 



Samuel Parshel, 
James Ketcham, 
John Rogers, 
Alexander Smith, 
Daniel Conkling, 
John Tuthill, 
Jedediah Seeler, 
Jeremiah Tuthill, 
James Katch. 



Field- Officers in two Regiments of Minute-Men in Dutch- 
ess County, New-York, September 2, 1775. 

Colonel, John Van Ness; Lieutenant-Colonel, Cornelius 
Humphrey; Majors, Robert G. Livingston, Jun., and James 
Jteed; Adjutant, Reuben Hopkins; Quartermaster, Joseph 
Ketchum, Jun. 

Colonel, Jacobus Swartwout ; Lieutenant-Colonel, John 
Bailey, Jr.; Majors, Malcom Morrison and Henry Schenck; 
Adjutant, Joshua Carman, Jun. ; Quartermaster, Henry 



Godwin. 



Gilbert Livingston. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN AT ALBANY, 
DATED SEPTEMBER 2, 1775. 

By an express arrived last night, we hear there has been 
some skirmish, near St. John's, between a reconnoitering 
party of our men in a boat, and a boat of Regulars, Ca- 
nadians, and Indians. The General's letter on the occa- 
sion mentions that the Captain of our party was killed (one 
Baker) and a number of whites, and two Indians of the 
enemy were slain ; that General Montgomery, with twelve 
hundred men, set off the first of the week for St. John's, 
and were to muster on the Isle-aux-Noix, until joined by 
General Schuyler, who, with about as many more men, has 
by this time arrived, so that within a very few days it is 
possible the blow will be struck which shall determine the 
fate of three Provinces. And here I must wait, an idle 
listener to news, merely because hard necessity ties me 
down, as our men cannot yet march for want of their cam- 
paign equipage. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM ALBANY TO A GENTLEMAN IN 
NEW-YORK, DATED SEPTEMBER 5, 1775. 

Before you get this you will hear of the unhappy affair 
of Captain Baker, near St. John's. It seems Baker had 
often been sent out by General Schuyler, to make observa- 
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tions, but always with strict orders never to molest either 
Canadians or Indians. The last tour was without any orders 
from the General ; and landing somewhere on the shore of 
the lake, he indiscreetly or wickedly snapped his firelock 
at some Indians he saw near him ; immediately he was fired 
at and slain, on which his people returned the fire, and 
killed two of the savages. This matter was immediately 
represented in its true colours, by the Commissioners of 
Indian affairs, to the Six Nations now in Congress in this 
City, who thanked them for their candour ; and, in order 
to put out the flame which this unhappy affair could not 
help kindling, a Lieutenant sets out to day, with four Mo- 
hawk Indians and an interpreter, to join General Schuyler, 
wherever he shall be, to endeavour to make up matters. 
This affair was prodigiously misrepresented here at first. 

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, September 2, 1775. 

Sir : I am favoured with your Excellency's letter of the 
31st of last month, by Captain Baylor, who hath purchased 
the warlike stores imported by Messrs. Clarice fy Night- 
ingale. The prices appear to be very high, but, considering 
the cost, expenses, and risk, I believe they are as low as 
can be reasonably expected. 

In the letter I did myself the honour to write you, by 
Mr. Brown, I mentioned the extreme scarcity of tow cloth 
in the Colony. There is indeed none to be purchased. 

The Committee appointed to act during the recess of the 
General Assembly, have given your proposal, for taking 
the powder from Bermuda, a full consideration, and have 
come to a resolution to make the attempt. Captain Abra- 
ham Whipple, the Commodore of the two armed vessels 
in the service of this Colony, who has been very ill, but is 
now upon the recovery, has been consulted, and will under- 
take the enterprise as soon as his health will permit. He 
is deemed the most suitable person to conduct it that we 
have. He requests your Excellency to give him a line, 
under your hand, assuring the people of Bermuda that in 
case of their assistance you will recommend it to the Con- 
tinental Congress to permit them to fetch provisions for the 
use of the island. He does not propose to make any use 
of it unless he shall find it utterly impracticable to obtain 
the powder without their assistance. 

I am, with much esteem and respect, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Nicholas Cooke. 
General Washington. 

CLARK AND NIGHTINGALE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, September 2, 1775. 

Sir: Agreeable to your request by Captain George Bay- 
lor, your Excellency's Aid-de-Camp, we have delivered 
him all the gunpowder and lead, with what arms his Honour 
Governour Cooke thought would be expedient to spare ; 
the remainder of the powder and arms, which are but few, 
and not yet come to Town, he thinks will be best to con- 
tinue here, in order to supply the inhabitants in case of an 
attack upon these parts. 

As our vessel is not arrived here, and we have not been 
able to obtain the Captain's accounts with respect to the 
voyage, we cannot ascertain our proportion of these arti- 
cles ; the Provincial Congress of the Massachusetts-Bay 
being equally concerned with us in them, they having ad- 
vanced four thousand dollars, to which we put the like 
sum, to be invested in military stores if they could be pro- 
cured. It will therefore be entirely out of our power to 
have this matter adjusted till the Captain's arrival; for 
which reason we must request your Excellency to inform 
Colonel Benjamin Lincoln, (to whom we write, as he was 
formerly one of the Committee of Supplies, and now one 
of the Council of the Massachusetts-Bay, and the person 
with whom we contracted,) that you have the powder and 
lead allowed to you, and that the arms, and five thousand 
flints, will be sent by the first opportunity, for which your 
Excellency will please to settle with them, as soon as they 
know the amount, which shall be immediately on the Cap- 
tain's arrival. 

We are, with due respect, your Excellency's most obe- 
dient and most obliged humble servants, 

Clark &t Nightingale. 
His Excellency George Washington, Esq. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 2, 1775. 

Sir: I am to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of 
the 21st ult., with the enclosures. By my last letters from 
Ticonderoga, I expect a quantity of lead will be forwarded 
soon, to your care, from thence. I am glad there are such 
prospects of a supply of that article from the mines in your 
Colony. I make no doubt they will receive such encour- 
agement, both publjck and private, as their importance and 
value demand. 

By the time you receive this letter you will be able to 
judge, with some certainty, whether the fleet which sailed 
last from Boston was destined for your coast. If it is not 
yet arrived, we may conclude it has sailed to the eastward. 
If it has arrived, the issue will be known immediately; so 
that in either case the continuance of the new-raised levies 
along the coast is unnecessary. You will, therefore, on the 
receipt of this, be pleased to order them to march imme- 
diately to this camp, directing the commanding officer, at 
the same time, to give me two or three days' notice of the 
time in which the troops will arrive, that suitable acommo- 
dations may be prepared. Their presence is the more 
necessary, as I may in confidence inform you that I am 
about to detach ten or twelve hundred men on.an expedi- 
tion into Canada, by way of Kennebeck River, from which 
I have the greatest reason to expect either that Queleck 
will fall into our hands a very easy prey, or such a diver- 
sion made as will open a very easy passage to General 
Schuyler. 

We are now so well secured in our late advanced post 
on the hill, that the enemy have discontinued their can- 
nonade. The men continue in good health and spirits. 

I am, with much regard and esteem, Sir, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WO0STER. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 2, 1775, 

Sir : I have just received your favour of the 29th ult., 
by express. I am very sensible that the situation of the 
inhabitants of Long-Island, as well as of all those on the 
coast, exposes them greatly to the ravages of the enemy; 
and it is to be wished general protection could be extended 
to them, consistent with the prosecution of those great 
plans which have been adopted for the common safety. 
This was early foreseen, and the danger provided for by a 
resolution of Congress, that each Province should depend 
on its own internal strength against these invasions : the 
prejudice arising from them, even if successful, not being 
equal to that of separating the Army into a number of 
small detachments, who would be harassed in fruitless 
marches and countermarches, after an enemy whose con- 
veyance by shipping is so advantageous that they might 
keep the whole coast in constant alarm, without our being 
able, perhaps, at any time, to give them vigorous opposi- 
tion. Upon this principle I have invariably rejected every 
application made me here, to keep any detachments on the 
coast for these purposes. I should therefore, most proba- 
bly, have thought it my duty to have ordered the three 
Companies mentioned in your letter to have joined your 
Army, to act in the general service, had they not been 
under command, from General Schuyler, to join him ; but, 
as it is, I can by no means interfere. He is engaged in a 
service of the greatest importance to the whole Continent, 
his strength and appointments far short of bis expectations ; 
and to give any counter orders may not only defeat his 
whole plan, but must make me responsible to the publick 
for the failure. Instead, therefore, of their further stay, I 
would have them march immediately. I fear the delay of 
the ten days may have very bad effects, as, by my last ad- 
vices from Ticonderoga, General Schuyler was to march 
in a few days for Canada ; and it is highly probable he 
may depend upon these Companies to occupy the posts of 
communication, which otherwise he must weaken bis Army 
to do. No Provincial Congress can, with any propriety, 
interfere in the disposition of Troops on the Continental 
establishment, much less control the orders of any General 
Officer,, so that in this instance the Congress at New- York 
have judged properly in declining to counteract General 
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Schuyler's orders. I wish I could extend my approbation 
equally to the whole line of their conduct. Before you 
receive this letter, you will most probably be able to judge 
how far your continuance on Long-Island will be further 
necessary. If the Fleet which last sailed was destined for 
those coasts, it must be arrived. If it is not, it is certainly 
gone to the eastward, and your present station is no longer 
necessary. The importance of preserving the communica- 
tion of the North River, and many other reasons, induce 
roe to wish you were returned to your former post. The 
late transactions at New- York furnish additional reasons 
for your being as near that City as is consistent with the 
discipline and convenience of your Troops. Your next, 
therefore, I flatter myself, will inform me of your having 
resumed your former station. 

I am, Sir, with much regard and esteem, 

Geobge Washington. 
To Brigadier-General Woosier, New-York. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN NICHOLSON BR0CGHT0N. 

To Captain Nicholson Broughton : 

1. You, being appointed a Captain in the Army of the 
United Colonies of North- America, are hereby directed to 
take the .command .of a detachment of said Army, and pro- 
ceed on board the Schooner Hannah, at Beverly, lately 
fitted out and equipped with arms, ammunition, and pro- 
visions, at the Continental expense. 

2. You are to proceed, as commander of said Schooner, 
immediately on a cruise against such vessels as may be 
found on the high seas or elsewhere, bound inwards and out- 
wards, to er from Boston, in the service of the Ministerial 
Army, and to take and seize all such vessels, laden with 
soldiers, arms, ammunition or provisions, for or from said 
Army, or which you shall have good reason to suspect are 
in such service. 

3. If you should be so successful as to take any of such 
vessels, you are immediately to send them to the safest 
and nearest Port to this camp, under a careful prize mas- 
ter, directing him to notify me, by express, immediately, of 
such capture, with all particulars, and there to wait my 
further direction. 

4. You are to be very particular and diligent in your 
search after all letters and other papers tending to discover 
the designs of the enemy, or of any other kind, and to for- 
ward all such to me as soon as possible. 

5. Whatever prisoners you may take you are to treat 
with kindness and humanity, as far as is consistent with 
your own_safety. Their private stock of money and ap- 
parel is to be given them, after being duly searched ; and 
when they arrive at any Port, you are to apply to the 
Committee, or to any officer of the Continental Army sta- 
tioned at such Port,for a guard to bring them up. to head- 
quarters. 

6. For your own encouragement, and that of the other 
officers and men, to activity and courage in this service, 
over and above your pay in the Continental Army, you 
shall be entitled to one third part of the cargo of every 
vessel by you taken and sent into port, (military and naval 
stores only excepted, which, with vessels and apparel, are 
reserved for publick service ;) which said third part is to 
be divided among the officers and men in the following 
proportions: To a Captain, six shares; a First Lieutenant, 
five; a Second Lieutenant, four; Ship's Master, three; 
Steward, two ; Mate, one and a half; Gunner, one and a 
half; Boatswain, one and a half; Gunner's Mate and Ser- 
geant, one and a half; Privates, one share each. 

7. You are particularly charged to avoid any engage- 
ment with. any armed vessel of the enemy, though you may 
be equal in strength, or may have some small advantage; 
the design of this enterprise being to intercept the supplies 
of the enemy, which will be defeated by your running into 
unnecessary engagements. 

' 8. As there may be other vessels employed in the 
same service with yourselves, you are to fix upon proper 
signals, and, your stations being settled so as to take the 
greatest range, avoid cruising on the same ground. If you 
should happen to take prizes in sight of each other, the 
rules whjeh take place among private ships of war are to 
be observed _in the distribution of the prize money. 



9. In case of retaking the vessel of any friend to the 
American cause, I will recommend it to such person to 
make a suitable compensation to those who have done such 
a service ; but such vessels are not to be deemed as com- 
ing within the directions respecting other vessels. 

10. You are to be extremely careful and frugal of 
your ammunition ; by no means to waste any of it in sa- 
lutes, or for any purpose, but what is absolutely necessary. 

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, 
this second day of September, 1775. 

George Washington. 

Head-Quarters, September 2, 1775. 
By his Excellency George Washington, Esq., Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the Army of the United States. 

To Nathaniel Tracy, Esq. : 

You are hereby authorized and empowered to take up 
for the service of the said Colonies so many vessels as 
shall be necessary for the transporting a body of Troops to 
be detached from this Army on a secret expedition. Freight 
of such vessels to be paid in such manner and at such a 
rate as is herein endorsed ; and in case of loss or damage 
to such vessels, or any of them, such loss or damage to be 
compensated by the publick, according to an estimation to 
be made before the said vessels proceed in the above ser- 
vice. George Washington. 

To prevent any dispute which may arise respecting the 
freight of the within vessels, it is agreed that Colonel Ome, 
of Marblehead, with two other persons, to be nominated 
by him, fix the price, which shall be binding on both par- 
ties, and that the same gentlemen do appraise the vessels 
before they proceed. Joseph Reed, Secretary. 



GENERAL CHARLES LEE TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Camp on Winter-Hill, September 2, 1775. 

Mr Dear Friend : We have just heard of the strange 
manoeuvre of sending back the clothing which was taken 
from Philadelphia. I have only time to express my aston- 
ishment and apprehension that this conduct will betray 
some degree of fear, than which nothing can be. more 
pernicious, both here and on the other side of the water. 
Upon this principle, I must confess I was shocked at your 
last address to the King. I am confident it will do mis- 
chief; it will bring on a negotiation, which perhaps will 
be fatal. That callous tyrant must have his fears alone 
worked upon. If I did address him, I would do it in the 
following style : " Sir, if you do not withdraw your Troops 
upon the receipt of this, we will absolve ourselves from all 
allegiance to you, and we will divorce ourselves forever 
from Britain, whose abject patience in suffering such 
tyranny as that she has experienced through your whole 
reign, renders her totally unworthy to be the presiding 
power of a great Empire." 

This is the style you should adopt ; it is the only style 
which can possibly succeed. I rejoice that Congress has 
made the acquisition of your brother. My love and respects 
to him. Have you received my long scroll ? For God's 
sake, let me hear from you soon. God bless you, my dear 
friend, and send the common cause all the success it 
merits from a righteous being. 

Farewell, yours, most truly and sincerely, 

Charles Lee. 

doctor zitbly to the earl of dartmouth. 

Philadelphia, September 3, 1775. 

To- the Right Honourable William, Earl of Dartmouth : 
My Lord : Your Lordship's appointment to be Secretary 
of State for the American Department, by numbers that 
respected your Lordship's religious character, was looked 
upon as a very providential and happy event. Your patron- 
ising of religious undertakings confirmed the general opin- 
ion, and we were happy in the expectations of your Lord- 
ship's conscientious regard to justice and equity, as /well as 
to the civil and religious liberties of this great Cotpinent ; 
we expected the cause of liberty and religion would meet 
with the strongest support under your administration, and 
in your Lordship would ever find a constant and successful 
advocate with your royal roaster.. 
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, Unhappily, during your administration, measures have 
been pursued very contrary to American hopes ; and we 
easily conceive your Lordship may think it not less strange 
that many friends of religion in America should be so un- 
easy under laws which had your Lordship's concurrence 
and approbation. 

It is to the man and to the Christian I wish to be per- 
mitted to address myself. Your Lordship ranks among 
the highest subjects, and has a large share in all publick 
measures ; but anxiety for what may distress, and zeal for 
the welfare of the Empire, can be no crime, even in the 
meanest; and when a house is once in flames, every man 
is inexcusable, or must at least be so in his own breast, that 
does not contribute whatever he may think in his power to 
their being extinguished. The effects of the present mea- 
sures'are visible, and it requires no sagacity to foresee what 
may be the consequence, should they be continued. Your 
Lordship may do much towards restoring and perpetuating 
the tranquillity of a great Empire : persons of my station 
have nothing to offer but hints and wishes ; should these 
be beneath your notice, or stand in need of forgiveness, 
my sincere wish to contribute any thing towards a just, 
happy, and perpetual connection between a parent State 
and an infant Country, growing apace to the most aston- 
ishing importance, must be my only apology. Pulchrum 
est bene jfacere reipubliccc, sed et bene dicere non est ab- 
turdum. 

The question, my Lord, which now agitates Great Bri- 
tain and America, and in which your Lordship has taken 
such an active part, is, whether the Parliament of Great 
Britain has a right to lay taxes on the Americans, who 
are not and cannot there be represented ; and whether the 
Parliament has a right to bind the Americans in all cases 
whatsoever? Whatever may be said, or whatever the good 
people in Great Britain may believe, this is the whole 
Subject of the dispute. All the severities hitherto exer- 
cised upon the Americans professedly have no other view 
than to enforce such a dependance ; and nothing less than 
a claim destructive of all natural and national liberty could 
possibly have united all America in a general opposition, 
or have aroused them to join all like one man in their com- 
rrion defence. Let a declaratory bill be passed that, any 
law and usage to the contrary notwithstanding, America is 
entitled to all. the common rights of mankind, and all the 
blessings of the British Constitution, that the sword shall 
never be drawn to abridge, but to confirm her birthright, 
and the storm instantly becomes a calm, and every Ameri- 
can thinks himself happy to contribute to the necessities, 
defence, and glory of Great Britain, to the utmost of his 
strength and power. 

To bind them in all cases whatsoever, my Lord, the 
Americans look upon this as the language of despotism in 
its utmost perfection. What can, say they, an Emperor 
of Morocco pretend more of his slaves than to bind them 
in all cases whatsoever? Were it meant to make the Ame- 
ricans hewers of wood and drawers of water; were it meant 
to oblige them to make bricks without straw; were it meant 
to deprive them of the enjoyment of their religion, and to 
establish a hierarchy over them similar to that of the Church 
of Rome in Canada; it would, say they, be no more than 
a natural consequence of the right of binding them (unseen, 
unheard, unrepresented) in all cases whatsoever. 

My Lord, the Americans are no idiots, and they appear 
determined not to be slaves. Oppression will make wise 
men mad, but oppressors in the end frequently find that 
they were not wise men ; there may be resources, even in 
despair, sufficient to render any set of men strong enough 
not to be bound in all cases whatsoever. 

Grievous is the thought, my Lord, that a nobleman of 
your Lordship's character should be so zealous to make 
war, and to imbrue his hands in the blood of millions of 
your fellow-subjects and fellow-Christians. Pray, my 
Lord, is it possible that those, who at three thousand 
miles distance can be bound in all cases, may be said to 
have any liberty at all ? Is it nothing in your Lordship's 
eye to deprive so considerable a part of the globe of the 
privilege of breathing a free air, or to subjugate numbers 
and generations to slavery and despotism? Can your Lord- 
ship think on the.se things without horror, or hope they 
must be productive of any thing but detestation and disap- 
pointment ? Your Lordship believes a Supreme Ruler of 



the earth, and that the small and great must stand before 
him at last. Would your Lordship be willing, at the gen- 
eral meeting of all mankind, to take a place among those 
who destroyed or enslaved Empires, or risk your future 
state on the merit of having, at the expense of British 
blood and treasure, taken away the property, the life and 
liberty of the largest part of the British Empire ? Can 
your Lordship think those that fear the Lord will not cry 
to him against their oppressors ? and will not the Father 
of mankind hear the cries of the oppressed? or would you 
be willing that their cries and tears should rise against you, 
as a forward instrument of their oppression ? 

I know, my Lord, that this is not courtly language, but 
your Lordship is a professor of religion, and of the pure, 
gentle, benevolent religion of Jesus Christ. The groans of 
a people pushed on a precipice, and driven on the very 
brink of despair, will prove forcible ; till it can be proved 
that any power, in whose legislation the Americans have 
no part, may at pleasure bind them in all cases whatso- 
ever ; till it can be proved that such a claim does not con- 
stitute the very essence of slavery and despotism ; till it 
can be proved that the Americans (whom in this view I 
can no longer call Britons) may, and of right ought to be 
thus bound; abhorrence of such assertions is only the lan- 
guage of truth, which in the end will force its way, and rise 
superiour to all the arts of falsehood and all the powers of 
oppression. 

Right or wrong, my Lord, in all cases whatsoever, but 
more especially when the fate of Nations is concerned, are 
words of infinite moment. Your Lordship doubtless be- 
lieves that the weighty alternative must have very solemn 
and different effects here and hereafter ; but waivin* the 
right or wrong of this vile unhappy dispute, let me entreat 
your Lordship's attention to consider at what an infinite 
risk the present measures must be pursued, e^ven were it 
not demonstrable that they are in the highest degree 
wrong, cruel, and oppressive. 

The bulk of the inhabitants of a Continent extending 
eighteen hundred miles in front on the Atlantick, and per- 
mitting an extension in breadth as far as the South Sea, 
look upon the claim to bind them in all cases whatsoever, 
as unjust, illegal, and detestable. Let us suppose for a 
moment that they are grossly mistaken — yet an errour im- 
bibed by millions, and in which they believe the all of the 
present and future generations lies at stake, may prove a 
very dangerous errour— destroying the Americans will not 
cure them, nor will any acts that condemn to starve or be 
miserable, have any tendency to persuade them that these 
acts were made by their friends. The people in England 
are made to believe that the Americans want to separate 
from them, or are unwilling to bear their part of the com- 
mon burden. No representation can be more false; but, 
my Lord, a Nation cannot be misled always, and when 
once the good people of Great Britain get truer notions 
of the matter, they will naturally wreak their resentment 
on those by whom they have been grossly misinformed or 
wretchedly deceived. 

Review, my Lord, the effects of the present measures ; 
the past and present will inform your Lordship of what may 
be to come. 

With an unparalleled patience did the Bostonians bear 
the annihilation of their trade, the blocking up of their har- 
bour, and many other distresses, till at Lexington an attack 
was made upon their lives, and then they gave sufficient 
proof that their patience was not the effect of timidity, but 
of prudence, and an unwillingness to shed British blood. 
This attack convinced all America that the British Min- 
istry and Troops were athirst after their blood ; and the 
behaviour of both parties on that day, and in many little 
skirmishes since, must convince all the world that in the 
cause of liberty the Americans are not afraid to look Regu- 
lars in the face, and that in an unjust and oppressive ser- 
vice British Troops are far from being invincible. 

The burning of the innocent Town of Charlestoim, after 
it had been left by its inhabitants, is a piece of such wanton 
cruelty as will fix an everlasting disgrace on the British 
arms. In the long civil war in Great Britain, nothing of 
the kind was attempted by either party; and this barbarity 
cannot fail being condemned by all civilized nations. 

If at the battle on Bunker's Hill the Americans have 
been surprised, superiority has cost the Regulars dearer 
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than the Americans what is called their defeat ; one or two 
more such defeats of the Americans would forever put 
it out of the power of the present Regular Army to gain a 
victory. 

The rejecting of the Neiv- York Petition has effectually 
silenced all those who pleaded for, or hoped any good from 
petitioning. The cannonading of that Town in the dead 
of the night, and without the least previous warning, as 
it has shown what the inhabitants are indiscriminately to 
expect, will in history stand as a lasting monument of 
such wantonness of cruelty as Nations not remarkable for 
humanity would be ashamed of. 

The destroying of the New-England Fishery laid all 
those who were deprived of their bread and occupation at 
sea, under an absolute necessity of seeking it in the Ame- 
rican Army, and the sense of the injury done them will 
doubtless exert itself in the day of battle. 

The endeavour to stir up Popish Canadians and savage 
Indians against the Colonists has been productive of the 
taking of the important pass of Ticonderoga, which has 
been effected without the loss of a single life on either 
side. 

Detaining the inhabitants of Boston, after they had, in 
dependance on the General's word of honour, given up 
their arms, to be starved and ruined, is an action worthy 
of the cause, and can only be equalled by the distresses 
of Protestants driven under the walls of Londonderry, at 
which even a James relented. 

Proposals publickly made by ministerial writers, relative 
to American domesticMs, laid the Southern Provinces under 
a necessity of arming themselves ; a proposal to put it in 
the power of domesticks to cut the throats of their masters 
can only serve to cover the proposers and abetters with 
everlasting infamy. 

The Americans have been called "a rope of sand:" but 
blood and sand will make a firm cementation ; and enough 
American blood has been already shed to cement them 
together into a thirteenfold cord, not easily to be broken. 

My Lord, the violence of the present measures has 
almost instantaneously created a Continental Union, a 
Continental Currency, a Continental Army, and before 
this can reach your Lordship, they will be as equal in 
discipline as they are superiour in cause arid spirit to any 
Regulars. The most zealous Americans could not have 
effected in an age what the cruelty and violence of Ad- 
ministration has effectually brought to pass in a day. 

The Regular Army employed on this errand, with four 
able Generals, now lies no better than besieged within the 
ruins of Charlestown and Boston, unable to procure the 
necessaries of life, obliged to import their bread from Eu- 
rope and fuel from Canada, pining away with disease, and 
affording daily martyrs to cruelty and arbitrary power, 
while every day adds to the improbability of their ever 
obtaining those unhappy ends. A strange situation for a 
British Army! 

Restraining the trade of the Colonies will effectually 
annihilate all their trade with Great Britain. The num- 
bers that crossed the Atlantick, or re-exported American 
commodities from Great Britain, the manufacturers that 
wrought for America, or worked up their raw materials, 
will now be at full leisure to know and feel whether the 
American trade be an object of any importance, and how 
much the Nation is obliged to a Ministry that has so effect- 
ually laboured its destruction. 

The present dispute has made every American acquaint- 
ed with and attentive to the principles of the British Con- 
stitution ; in this respect, as well as in a strong sense of 
liberty, and the use of fire-arms almost from the cradle, 
the Americans have vastly the advantage over men of their 
rank almost everywhere else. From the constant topick of 
present conversation, every child unborn will be impressed 
with the notion : it is slavery to be bound at the will of 
another in all cases whatsoever; every mother's milk will 
convey a detestation of this maxim. Were your Lordship 
in America, yon might see little ones acquainted with the 
word of command before they can distinctly speak, and 
shouldering the resemblance of a gun before they are well 
able to walk. 

When millions of free people at once turn their thoughts 
from trade, and the means of acquiring wealth, to agricul- 
ture and frugality, it must cause a most sensible alteration 



in the State. My Lord., this is the case at present in Ame- 
rica; every new act of violence will strengthen and confirm 
the spirit that taught them the necessity of being frugal 
and virtuous, that they might remain free, and become 
invincible. 

Admit, my Lord, (for suppositions now become pro- 
bable in proportion of their being astonishing and vio- 
lent,) that a British fleet may effectually guard every 
harbour, river, creek, or inlet, on the American coast; 
admit, also, that her Troops destroy every town, village, 
or hut, along the sea-shore, what then will be the conse- 
quence? Why, my Lord, it will be the destroying the 
property of thousands in Great Britain, and of a few on 
this side of the water, whom your Lordship calls your 
friends. Perhaps the attempt may not succeed; but sup- 
posing it should, the Americans, injured beyond a possi- 
bility of reparation, and irritated to the highest degree, 
will retire where they are inaccessible to troops and ships; 
instead of trade and navigation, you will have a desolate 
sea-coast ; the trade of America will be lost, and with it 
the sinews of war ; and, my Lord, in the natural course of 
things, America, in less than half a century, will contain 
more inhabitants than Great Britain and Ireland; and that 
period, my Lord, is not so far distant to put the present 
treatment entirely out of remembrance. America 'and 
Great Britain, joined in arms together, may grow con- 
fident against the world besides; but if Britain continue 
her arms against America; if her Troops can be persuaded 
to go on against their brethren and friends ; if they will 
destroy the last asylum of liberty, and a Country which 
has saved so many thousands from starving at home ; the 
Americans will fight like men who have every thing at 
stake ; the mercenaries with bayonets at their backs, and 
at the rate of six pence a day, if they are once defeated, 
whence will they be re-supplied ? If they return to Bri- 
tain victorious, they will be fit instruments to promote that 
slavery at home which they have been successful in fasten- 
ing (probably for a very little while) on their fellow-sub- 
jects abroad. 

In times of publick confusion, men of all parties are some- 
times carried further than they intended at first setting out. 
History and the knowledge of human nature should inform 
your Lordship how much it is against all sound policy to 
secure or strive for punctilios at an infinite risk. 

The Americans have always shown an affectionate re- 
gard to the King, and they are truly sensible of the neces- 
sity and advantage of a perpetual union with the Parent 
State ; but undeserved severities cannot be productive of 
any pleasing returns. The Americans firmly believe that 
the claim at present endeavouring to be enforced would 
render them mere slaves, and it is their general motto, 
"Death or Freedom." The parliamentary, or, as they 
say, ministerial claim, is now written in letters of blood, 
and that will be far from making it more acceptable to 
American readers. 

On the whole, my Lord, should this address be deemed 
impertinent and intrusive, I hope it may still be excusable, 
from the importance of the cause and the sincerity of its 
motive. In the event of the present dispute I look upon 
all mankind as interested, and though not natural born, His 
Majesty has not another subject that more ardently wisheth 
that his own repose and happiness, and that of all his sub- 
jects, may never meet with any interruption. Whether 
British Troops shall now drive liberty from out of the 
greater part of the British Empire, and bury her remains 
in the American wilderness, or whether that wilderness 
shall flourish and cheerfully contribute to make Great Bri- 
tain the greatest Empire of the universe, is the question 
now to be decided ; and it is not so unimportant but it may 
be expected He that is higher than the highest, and taketh 
up the isles like a very little thing, will interpose in the 
decision. The whole American process, my Lord, is liable 
to a revision, and when righteousness and judgment to come 
once make an impression, many a Felix will tremble. 

To restore peace and harmony, nothing is necessary 
than to secure to America the known blessings of the Bri- 
tish Constitution. This may be done in a moment, and 
without any disgrace or risk. Let the Americans enjoy, 
as hitherto, the privilege to give and grant by their own 
representatives, and they will give and grant liberally; but 
their liberty they will never part with but with thcHives, 
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The day that restores their liberty, restores every thing to 
t! le k .Tonner. channel ; to enforce the contrary claim, ages 
may Be Insufficient, and every day increases the danger of 
"a mother's being dashed to pieces on her own children." 

That your Lordship, in the hand of Providence, may 
be a happy instrument to bring the present unnatural con- 
test to aspeedy, just, and honourable issue; that you may 
live to see much of that happiness which must be the 
result, is no less my fervent prayer than that God would 
blast ^every counsel and measure that may have a con- 
trary tendency — that would separate Britain and America, 
whom God has joined together — that would abridge the 
rights, liberties, and happiness of the Nation, our rightful 
Sovereign, (whom God ever preserve,) or any of his sub- 
jects ! 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most humble servant, 
J. J. Zubly. 

Rhinebeck Precinct, Dutchess County, New- York, J 
September 3, 1775. \ 

A Return of the names of the persons elected Officers 
in the five Companies of Militia in the Precinct of Rhine- 
beck, in Dutchess County: 

First Company: Simon West/all, Captain ; Peter West- 
fall, First Lieutenant ; Wilhelmus Smith, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Abraham Wells, Ensign. 

Second Company: William Radclift, Captain ; Abra- 
ham T. Kipp, First Lieutenant ; John De Witt, Second 
Lieutenant; Johannes Moore, Ensign. 

Third Company: Martin Hoffman, Captain ; Johannes 
Klum, First Lieutenant ; Zacharias Hoffman, Jun., Second 
Lieutenant ; John J. Heermanse, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: David Van Ness, Captain ; Goldthop 
Martin, First Lieutenant ; Frederick Bender, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Cornelius Elmendorph, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Jacobus Kip, Captain ; Everardus Bo- 
gardus, First Lieutenant ; Jacob Tremper, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Benjamin Van Steenbergh, Ensign. 

By order of the Precinct Committee : 

Egbert Benson, Chairman. 



JOSEPH REED TO MAJOR FRENCH. " A 

Camp at Cambridge, Septembor 3, 1775. 

Sir: By direction of General Washington, I herewitli 
send you a copy of a letter he wrote you on Thursday 
last, per post. General Gage has rejected, in very inde- 
cent and illiberal terms, a proposition made to him some 
time ago, respecting officers who were prisoners, so that 
your hopes of being exchanged, or even having an inter- 
view with any of your friends, would not be answered 
by proceeding to this place, as General Howe last week 
desired all intercourse between the two camps might be at 
an end. General Gage's treatment of our officers, even 
of the most respectable rank, would justify a severe retalia- 
tion. They have perished in a common jail, under the 
hands of a wretch who had never before been employed 
but in the diseases of horses. General Washington's dis- 
position will not allow him to follow so unworthy an exam- 
ple. You and your companions will be treated with kind- 
ness, and upon renewing your parole at Hartford, you will 
have the same indulgence as other gentlemen under the 
like circumstances. Captain Webb has orders to accom- 
pany you to Hartford, and is particularly enjoined to show 
you e'very mark of civility and respect. It is not doubted 
but that you and the other gentlemen will make his duty 
easy. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Joseph Reed. 

joseph reed to the committee of hartford. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Since I wrote you last week respecting 
Major French and his companions, they have proceeded 
within seventeen miles of this place ; the General has sent 
Captain Webb to receive them from the Philadelphia offi- 
cer, with orders to deliver them to you. Enclosed is a 
copy of their parole given at Philadelphia, which you will 
observe was limited to their coming to this camp. As this 
may not now be deemed binding, it is the General's inten- 
tion they should renew it before they are admitted to the 



same liberty with the other prisoners at Hartford; that 
being done, General Washington requests they may be 
treated with kindness and civility. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble 
servant, J. Reed. 

JOSEPH REED TO CAPTAIN WHARTON. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 3, 1775. 

Sir: This will be delivered you by Captain Webb, Aid- 
de-Camp to General Putnam, who has orders from Gen- 
eral Washington to receive from you Major French and 
the other gentlemen, and return with them to Hartford. 
To this gentleman, therefore, you will please to deliver 
them. After which, I am directed by the General to re- 
quest your company at Head-Quarters, if convenient, to 
dinner, where you will find Captain Willing and many 
other gentlemen of your acquaintance. 

I am, with much esteem, Sir, your very humble ser- 
vant, J, Reed. 

PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOTJR TRYON. 

By his Excellency William Tryon, Esq., Captain-Gene- 
rdl and Governour-in-Chicf in and over the Province 
of New-York, and the Territories depending thereon 
in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the same: 

A Proclamation. l 
Whereas the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the sixth day of September instant, I have 
thought fit for His Majesty's service to prorogue, and I do, 
by and with the advice of His Majesty's Council, further 
prorogue the said General Assembly to the fourth day of 
October next, of which all His Majesty's subjects concerned 
therein are required to take notice, and govern themselves 
accordingly. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Fort George, in the 
City of Neiv- York, the fourth day of September, 1775, in 
the fifteenth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George 
the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, Sic. 

William Tryon. 
By his Excellency's command : 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 
God save the King. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

The Committee met Monday , September 4, 1775. Pre- 
sent : William Walton, Chairman pro tempore, and thirty- 
two Members. 

In pursuance of an order of the Committee of Safety of 
the 4th instant, 

Ordered, That Pctrus Byvanck, Peter T. Curtenius, 
George Janeway, and William Denning, be a Committee 
to purchase all the spare Arms in the City, for the use of 
the Colony. 

New. York, September 4, 1775. 
Yesterday our people seized a sloop that had been for 
several days alongside the Asia man-of-war, and supplied 
them with provisions, as is thought, for the use of the Army 
at Boston. After securing the chests, &c, belonging to 
the people on board, they set fire to the sloop, which soon 
consumed her. The men, about twelve in number, are all 
in close confinement in this City. They belong up the 
North River, and will soon undergo an examination before 
our Committee, when no doubt they will be punished ac- 
cording to their deserts. 

Suffolk County, Smithtown, September 4, 1775, 
At a meeting of the Company, for the purpose of choosino- 
their Officers, according to direction of the Continental Con- 
gress and the Provincial Congress, the following Officers 
were chosen, to wit: 

Philetus Smith, Captain ; Edmund Smith, Jun., First 
Lieutenant ; Dan'l Tillotson, Second Lieutenant ; Richard 
Smith, Ensign ; under the inspection of us, the subscribers, 
three of the Committee of the said Town. 

Daniel Smith, 
Jacob Mills, 
Thos. Tredweli 
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OFFICERS OF LIGHT-HORSE IN BROOKLYN, KING'S COUNTT, 
NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the Company of Light-Horse for Brook- 
lyn, in King's County, on Friday, the 15th of September, 
1775, at Mr. Adolph Waldron' s, Innbolder at Brooklyn 
Ferry, present : Wm. Roerum, Rem A. Remsen, Adolph 
Waldron, Isaac J. Sebring, David Titus, George Powers, 
Samuel Etherington, Jacob Sebring, Jun., Jacob Kemper, 
John Ricks, John Reade, John Guest, William Charda~ 
voyne, Robert Galbraith, Joseph Smith, Nicholas Van 
Dam, William Everit, Thomas Everit, Thomas Hazard. 

When after having chosen Adolph Waldron as Chair- 
man, they proceeded to the election, when the following 
gentlemen were unanimously chosen, to wit : 

Adolph Waldron, Captain ; Rem A. Remsen, First Lieu- 
tenant ; William Boervm, Second Lieutenant ; Thos. Eve- 
rit, Cornet; Jacob Sebring, Jun., Quartermaster. 

Adolph Waldron. 
Isaac J. Sebring, Clerk. 



MILITIA OFFICERS OF THE FIRST REGIMENT, THIRD COM- 
PANY, SOUTHOLD, SUFFOLK COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

A Return of the Officers of the Militia chosen at South- 
old, Mr. William Smith and Thomas Fanning, two of the 
Committee present for that purpose, and conformable to 
an act of the Provincial Congress of New- York, and were 
chosen duly for the Third Company: 

Matthew Rose, Captain ; Hugh Smith, First Lieutenant ; 

David Fanning, Second Lieutenant ; John Smith, Ensign. 

Thomas Fanning, ) n -,, 
„ r c, 'J. Committee. 

William Smith, ) 

September 4, 1775. 

MILITIA OFFICERS OF THE FIRST COMPANY OF BROOKHA- 
VEN. SUFFOLK COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

A Return of the Officers of the Militia chosen at Brook- 
haven, Nath'l Roe, Jun., Richard Woodhull, and Samuel 
Thompson, present for that purpose, and conformable to the 
recommendation of the Provincial Congress: 

Samuel Thompson, Captain; Abraham Woodhull, First 
Lieutenant; Isaac Davis, Second Lieutenant; Daniel Sat- 
terly, Ensign. Nathaniel. Roe, 

Richard Woodhull, 

September 4, 1775. SAMUEL THOMPSON. 

officers elected in the second regiment of ulster 
county militia. 
Ulster County, ss. 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Province 
of New- York, or in their absence to the Committee of 
Safety for said Province, or their Secretary, greeting: 
Gentlemen : These are to certify that on Saturday, the 
fourth day of September, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five, personally appeared before us, Colonel James 
McClaghry, Nathan Smith, Esq., and Samuel Sly, three 
of the Committee for the Precinct of New- Windsor, in the 
Second Regiment of Ulster County, the Company formerly 
commanded- by the aforesaid James McClaghry, in our 
presence, agreeable to your votes, did then and there choose, 
by the majority, William Telford, of Little Britain, in the 
aforesaid Beat, Precinct, and Regiment, for their Captain, 
James Talkanter, of the aforenamed place, for their First 
Lieutenant, and Alexander Betty, as aforesaid, for their 
Second Lieutenant; and that on the twenty-second day of 
July last past, did likewise choose John Burnet, in the 
aforesaid manner, for their Ensign. We therefore, Gentle- 
men, agreeable to your return, pray that you will send 
commissions for the aforesaid persons, agreeable to our re- 
turn ; and by so doing you will serve your constituents and 
your very humble servants, James McClaghry, 

Nathan Smith, 
Samuel Sly. 

Given under our hands, the day and year above written. 



norw 7 alk (Connecticut) committee. 

Committee Chamber, Norwalk, September 4, 1775. 

Whereas the removal of persons and families into this 
Town, who are inimical to the liberties and constitution of 
these Colonies, (as the same were delineated by the late 



Continental Congress,) will tend to disturb the peace of this 
Town, and obstruct our endeavours in defence of our liber- 
ties ; therefore, 

Resolved, That no person or family shall be permitted 
to reside here, unless he or they shall produce a certificate 
from a Provincial or County Congress, or from the Com- 
mittee of Observation of the Town or place from whence 
they removed, certifying that they are friends to the liberties 
of these Colonies, and defenders of the Association, recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress, held at Philadelphia, 
on the fifth day of September last; and that this Resolve be 
published in Mr. Holt's Journal. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Cannon, Chairman. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT AND COUNCIL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Colonel Sergeant has applied to me for 
his commission in the Continental Army, and I have no 
objection to comply with his request, but his not having 
received one under the Legislature of this Province ; but 
as I do not mean to confine myself to forms, if he has 
been considered by this Government as an officer author- 
ized to raise a Regiment, and would have received a com- 
mission on the Provincial establishment, and you will 
signify this to me for my government and security, I shall 
make no difficulty to grant a commission to him, on the 
same terms as are prescribed to the other officer!. 

I am, Gentlemen,, most respectfully, your obedient and 
very humble servant, George Washington, 

The Honourable James Otis, Esq., President, &c. 



EXTRACT OF A SEPARATE LETTER FROM THE EARL OF DART- 
MOUTH TO MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE, DATED WHITEHALL, 
SEPTEMBER 5, 1775. 

I have already, in my letter to General Gage of the 2d 
August, which will have been left with you upon his return 
to England, pointed out the different ideas which had been 
suggested, of the plan of operations in North-America next 
year, if the present unnatural rebellion should continue to 
be supported ; but I did not think myself at liberty to go 
further in that letter than nakedly to state the propositions 
themselves, and I carefully avoided appearing to have any 
opinion of my own upon questions of which, both from the 
nature of them, and the difficulty of forming any precise 
judgment at such a distance, and without fuller information, 
it was not fit for me to decide. But 1 ventured to describe, 
in general terms, not only some of the advantages which 
would arise from taking post at New- York, but also the 
hazard of the Army's continuing at Boston in the winter. 

The intelligence and information of every day since have 
shown more clearly both the one and the other; and the 
situation of the Troops, cooped up in a Town, exposed to 
insult and annoyance, if not to surprise, from more places 
than one, deprived of the comforts and necessaries of life, 
wasting away by disease and desertion faster than we can 
recruit, and no longer either the objects of terrour or cause 
of distress to the rebels, is truly alarming, and demands the 
most serious consideration ; and I am commanded by the 
King to say, that if no alteration for the better should have 
happened before this reaches you, or any unexpected ad- 
vantages of carrying on the war on the side of New-Eng- 
land should have opened themselves, it seems not only 
advisable, but necessary, to abandon Boston before the win- 
ter, to dismantle Castle William, and having embarked all 
the stores and artillery, and afforded every means to the 
well-disposed inhabitants of getting safely away with their 
families and effects, to renlove with the Troops either to 
New-York, or some other place to the southward, which 
considerations of superiour advantage, safety, and conve- 
nience, shall point out as the most proper, and where a 
squadron of the King's ships may not only lie, but carry on 
operations with security during the winter. 

The taking post in such a situation as I have described 
holds out a prospect of many advantages, which you will 
better conceive than I can suggest. But I cannot avoid 
mentioning one, though I am persuaded it will not escape 
your attention ; and that is, the opportunity it may afford of 
employing a part of your forces, during the open part of 
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the winter, in some sudden and unexpected enterprise to 
the southward, which, if it has not the effect to subdue, will 
at least strike terrour to the rebellious Colonies, and be the 
probable means of securing a supply of provisions and other 
necessaries for the Army. 

Another matter which I have touched upon in my letter 
to General Gage, as an essential part of his consideration, 
is the transmission of the most exact and particular state 
of every thing that will be wanted from hence for carrying 
on the service ; and it being the King's intention that you 
should continue in the command next year, it is His Majes- 
ty's express direction that I repeat this to you, as a neces- 
sary and indispensable object of timely attention. And I 
am further commanded to add, that it is His Majesty's plea- 
sure that you do appoint, if you think fit, an Adjutant- 
General and a Quartermaster-General, His Majesty being 
sensible of how much consequence it is to you to have 
such persons in those situations, as from your own know- 
ledge and experience of their ability you may safely rely 
on in all cases. 

ADDRESS FROM THE TOWN OF LANCASTER. 

Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Bailiffs, 
and Commonalty of the Town of Lancaster, in Common 
Council assembled: presented to His Majesty by Sir 
George Warren, Knight of the Bath, one of their Repre- 
sentatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty : 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, 

Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the Town of Lancaster, 

in Common Council assembled. 
May it please your Majesty : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of 
the Town of Lancaster, in Common Council assembled, 
happy in the enjoyment of the same privileges, under 
various Charters granted by your royal predecessors, 
with the first City of this Kingdom, presume we have the 
same right to address the Throne upon every just occasion, 
and upon every true principle of the Constitution, unse- 
duced by bad example, and uninfluenced by party. 

We beg leare to assure your Majesty, it was with the 
deepest concern we saw the first troubles break out in 
North-America, and most sincerely lamented the infatua- 
tion of a misguided people, hoping they would soon have 
returned to a sense of themselves and their duty ; but now, 
when the standard of rebellion is erected in that Country ; 
when your Majesty's Governours have been expelled or 
overawed, and every form of legal Government subverted 
and destroyed ; when the supreme authority of the Mother 
Country is derided and denied, we think it incumbent on 
us to declare to your Majesty and the world, we look upon 
the authors and abetters of these violences with the utmost 
detestation and abhorrence. 

At such a crisis, then, as the present, when, under the 
sacred name of liberty, (of late so vilely prostituted and 
abused,) every enormity is committed, and every dangerous 
tenet adopted and advanced ; when rebellion abroad is 
cherished and fomented by traitorous correspondences, as 
well as furnished with means of offence from home ; we 
flatter ourselves there is not a man to be found, who is 
worthy to be called a Briton, that dares to arraign the, wis- 
dom of your Majesty's Councils, or the exertion of your 
Majesty's executive powers against subjects so unnatural, 
so ungrateful ; but whatever may be the late of this deluded 
people, whatever mischiefs they may-bring upon themselves, 
we absolutely rely on your Majesty, that the indubitable 
rights of this Kingdom will be inviolably preserved, and 
that no measures will be taken, in relation to America, but 
what are consistent with the dignity, honour, and safety of 
Great Britain. 

Given under our hands, and the common seal of the 
Town of Lancaster, this fifth day of September, in the year 
of our Lord 1775. Ja. Hinde, Mayor. 

J. Fenton, Recorder. 

Aldermen. 
W. Butterfield, Edward Suart, James Barrow, 

Robert Foxcroft, John Bowes, Thomas Hindc. 

John Stout, 

Bailiffs. 
William Sudell, John Housman, James Dearden, 

Anthony Atkinson, Henry Fell, John Tallon, 



Oliver Marton, Vicar Richard Millorson, George Postlethwaitc, 

of Lancaster. John Watson, James Collinson, 

James Dickson, William Mason, Richard Johnson, 

Myles Braithwaite, Robert Dodson, Samuel Simpson, 

Thomas Bowes, Robert Tomlinson, G. Grey. 

William Watson, 



HANOVER COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Hanover County, 
September 5, 1775: 

" Whereas I, the subscriber, have been charged with say- 
ing many things injurious to the American cause, and in 
particular with declaring that this Country was in a state 
of rebellion, and aimed at a state of independence, more 
than opposition to parliamentary taxation; and whereas 
due proof is made thereof, before the Committee of this 
County : now, in order to atone, to the utmost of my 
power, for the injury that may possibly have been done by 
me, I do hereby declare, that I am heartily sorry for such 
my offence ; and I do hereby promise, in future, to conduct 
myself so as to give no just cause of complaint to my 
countrymen, but to contribute my utmost to the success of 
the measures adopted for the defence of American liberty. 

" Thomas Anderson." 

The said Thomas Anderson, having signed the above 
concession, is acquitted from further prosecution ; and it is 
ordered that the Clerk do forthwith transmit the same to 
the Printer, to be published in the Gazette. 

Bartlett Anderson, Clerk. 



EXTRACT OP A LETTER DATED BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, 
SEPTEMBER 5, 1775. 

This Town is already, and I am afraid the whole Pro- 
vince will soon be in a state of anarchy and confusion, in 
consequence of the Committee here having granted an 
indulgence to Mr. Hudson to take in a cargo after the 10th 
of September, on account of his ship having met with an 
accident. Mr. Kelly, now in this Province, (whose family 
have been all attached to the views of Administration,) is 
at the bottom of this. The cargo, which is a valuable 
one, belongs to him. One thousand two hundred men are 
ready to come from the forest next week, to prevent the 
ship from loading, so that God only knows how this matter 
will end, especially if the Town Companies attempt to sup- 
port the act of the Committee. In consequence of the 
above indulgence, two or three others have applied for the 
same favour, and have obtained it ; so that we are afraid 
the credit of this Province will be much injured by this 
violation of the Association. Mr. Kelly has done this 
place more injury than he can ever repair ; for a defection 
in one place is too soon made use of as a precedent in 
another; if so, adieu to the liberties of America. 1 still 
hope this matter will not operate against us, but that Great 
Britain is now sick of the contest. Out of compassion 
for Mr. Hudson, who must pay for the cargo if the ship is 
not laden, the indulgence was granted. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, September 5, 1775. 
On motion, it is recommended to the inhabitants of the 
City and Liberties, that they refrain from wasting Powder, 
more particularly in shooting game ; and if any person is 
found to contemn this recommendation, it is desired that 
information be givep to the Committee. 

September 6, 1775. 

The Committee, taking into consideration the price ol 
Salt, upon inquiry, are fully satisfied that there is no defi- 
ciency in the quantity of that necessary article ; they there- 
fore recommend it to the dealers therein, to take such a 
reasonable price as may render it unnecessary for this 
Committee to interfere in the regulation thereof. 

Ordered, That the same be published with the ninth 
Resolution of the Congress. 



AUGUSTUS VAN CORTLANDT TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE 07 

SAFETY. 

September 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Being requested by the Provincial Con- 
gress to inquire for some place of safety lo deposite the 
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publick records in, and to inform the Committee of Safety 
thereof; agreeable to which, Mr. Cortlandt informs the 
Committee of Safety, that, previous to the above request, 
he caused the publick records to be put into chests, and 
secured them in a cellar in his garden made for that 
purpose, of stone and brick, well arched, and exceeding 
dry. This precaution was taken against accidents happen- 
ing by fire ; but should the City be invaded by an army 
from Great Britain, or any British troops, he in such 
case intended to remove them to his brother's, at Yotikers, 
in the County of Westchester . 

If the Committee of Safety shall judge any other place 
more secure, Mr. Cortlandt will be glad to be informed 
thereof, that he may communicate the same to the Corpo- 
ration of this City, for their approbation. 

He remains their most obedient humble servant, 

Augustus Van Cortlandt. 

To the Committee of Safety in the City of New-York. 



COMMITTEE OF BROOKHAVEN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Brookhaven, September 5, 1775. 
Agreeable to an order of the Provincial Congress, the 
Second Company in Brookhaven, commanded by Captain 
Ebenezer Miller, was called together on the fifth day of 
September, and after reading to them the directions given 
by the Provincial Congress, proceeded to the election, and 
chose Ebenezer Miller for their Captain, Caleb Wood- 
hull First Lieutenant, James Davis Second Lieutenant, 
Davis Davis Ensign. 

Certified by us, members of the Committee, who were 
present, and saw them fairly elected on the day abovesaid, 
between the hours of three and six in the afternoon. 
Thomas Helme, } 
John Wood hull, > Committee-Men. 
Noah Halleck, ) 



COMMITTEE OF AMENTA, DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW-YORK, TO 
PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, 

Agreeable to the late recommendation of our Provincial 
Congress, under the direction and inspection of the Com- 
mittee of Amenia Precinct, Duchess County, on the 5th 
day of September, 1775, were chosen by the soldiers of 
each Company, as follows: 

In the oldest or First Company : William Barker, Cap- 
tain ; Job Mead, First Lieutenant; Noah Hopkins, Second 
Lieutenant; Abner Gillet, Ensign. 

Second Company: Brinton Paine, Captain; Samuel 
Waters, First Lieutenant ; Ichabod Holmes, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; William Brush, Ensign. 

Third Company: Joshua Lasell, Captain; Colbe Cham- 
berlain, First Lieutenant ; David Doty, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Elisha Barlow, Ensign. 

Fourth Company : Robert Freeman, Captain ; Elijah 
Smith, First Lieutenant ; Ezra Saint John, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Noah Wheeler, Ensign. 

Roswell Hopkins, 
Clerk of said Precinct and of the Committee. 



NICHOLAS BERRIEN AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

To the honourable Provincial Congress for the Province 

of New-York: 
The Petition of the subscribers, Inhabitants of the Manor 

of Fordham and West-Farms, in the County of 

Westchester, humbly sheweth: 

That we were summoned to appear at Westchester, in 
order to choose officers, according to the Resolution of the 
Congress, it having been represented, as we understand, that 
there was not a competent number of men in our District 
to form a Company. We therefore beg leave to inform, 
that the Manor of Fordham and the West-Farms have in 
the Militia always been considered as a District by them- 
selves, and that within their limits there are upwards of 
seventy men fit to bear arms. And that an attendance at 
Westchester, upon the meeting of the Company, will be at- 
tended with great inconvenience to many of the inhabitants, 
and therefore injurious to the service intended to be 
advanced; from which considerations, your petitioners 
humbly pray the honourable Congress will be pleased to 
order that the Manor of Fordham and the West-Farms 



Levi Hunt, 
Jeremiah Regen, 
James McKay, 
Robert Campbell, 
Eden Hunt, 
Isaac Hunt, 
James Archer, 



have a Company within themselves, and that they elect 
their own officers, under such inspection as the honourable 
Congress in their wisdom shall think best ; and your peti- 
tioners shall ever pray. 

Nicholas Berrien, Hezekiah Ward, 

Isaac Valentine, Tunis Garrison, 

Peter Valentine, Isaac Cant, 

John Stevens, Gilbert Taylor, 

Benjamin Curser, Robert. Gilmer, 

Abraham Dyckman, Benj. Archer, Jr., 

John Turney, Daniel Devoe, Jr., 

Benjamin Valentine, John Embree, Sen., Samuel Embree, Jr., 

George Pilpet, Jacob Gent, John Embree, Jr., 

Isaac Valentine, Jr., Abram Lent, 

Peter Bussing, Jr., Dennis Hyer, 

Abraham Wilson, Jacob Valentine, 

Bonj. Curser, Jr., Abraham Garrison, 

Hendrick Ryer, James G. Groot, 

John Lint, Thomas Hunt, 

John Ryer, Abram Leggett, 

Isaac Corser, Jr., William Leggett, 

Tunis Leforge, John Leggett, Jr., 

Philip Hunt, Robert Hunt, Jr., 

Stephen Emboli, Cornelius Leggett, 

Nath'l Lawrence, Mr. Woods, 

Peter Devoe, John Hedger, 

■Tames Swain, Thomas Hedger, 

Nazareth Brever, Stephen Edwards, 

Edward Harris, James Rock, 

John Collard, George Higby, 

Cornelius Jacobs, Jacob Hunt, 



Thomas Cromwell, 
G, Cromwell, 
Obadiah Hide, 
John Curser, 
Simon Williams, 
John Ryer, Jr., 
Jacob Chappel, 
John Garrison, 
John Jacobs, 
Thomas Dogherty, 
John Clark, 
John Da Noo, 
John Blizard, 
John Walbrin, 
John Warwick, 
Thomas Gemble, 
Peter Bussing, 
Isaac Corser. 



SAMUEL HIGB1E AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony 
of New- York : 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, inhabitants 
of the Township of Jamaica, do hereby declare that we 
have associated ourselves as a Company of Minute-Men, for 
the defence of American liberty, and do hereby promise 
and engage to be obedient to our officers, and subject to 
the Resolutions and directions of the honourable the Con- 
tinental Congress, and of the Provincial Congress of this 
Colony. And we, the non-commissioned officers and 
privates of the said Company have elected the following 
gentlemen for our commissioned officers, to wit : John 
Skidmore, Esq., for Captain ; Jacob Wright, gentleman, 
First Lieutenant; Nicholas Everit, gentleman, Second 
Lieutenant; and Ephraim Marston, gentleman, Ensign. 
In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five. 

Samuel Higbie, John Bayles, 

Isaac Bogles, Perick Amerman, 

Richard Smith, Hen. Hendrickson, 

TJrias Rider, Joseph Robinson, 
Walter Smith, ' William Citre, 

Hope Rhoades, John Smith, 

John Bresnor, Benjamin Everit, 

William Ludlum, Benj .Thurston, 

Nohemiah Bayles, Obadiah Smith, 

Thomas Wiggins, Nohemiah Ludlara, 

Richard Rhoades, Nathaniel Ludlam, 

Joseph Higbie, Samuel Higbie, 

James Hinchman, Nehemiah Event, 

Nathaniel Smith, Daniel Higbie, 

William Thurston, Simeon Smith, 

Daniel Bayles, Stephen Rider, 



Cornelius Amerman, Richard Betts, 
Andrew Mills, Aaron Hendrickson, 



Nathaniel Rhoades, 
Daniel Skidmore, 
Silvester Smith, 
Andrew Oakley, 
David Lambertson, 
Ab^m Hendrickson, 
Thomas Higbie, 
Nicholas Smith, 
Benjamin Smith, 
John Stin, 
John Innis, 
Jesse Wilson, 
Garret Murphy, 
Peter Canile, 
William Stin, 
Wartos Lambertson, 
Robert Betts. 



LETTER FROM A TOBY OFFICER TO MR. CORNELL, NEW-YORK. 
On board the Transport, New. York, September 5, 1775- 
Sir: I suppose you have tried every way to get those 
things finished in the manner directed, but have not been 
able, the communication between us and the shore being 
entirely stopped. This is to put you in the way of doing 
it : which is, to get every thing ready by some time, which 
you will now appoint, and bring tbem from your house in 
the middle of day to the packet, which sails for England 
in a few days. If any person says any thing to you about 
it, you may tell them it is for stores to go on board the 
packet, which the mate, Mr. Mitchell, spoke for. When 
you get to the packet, you will tell Mr. Mitchell, the mate, 
who they are for: he will take care of them for me. When 
you bring the things, bring also an account of those things 
you brought for me. Do get them on board by to-morrow 
noon, as the packet sails on Thursday. Pray don't fail. 
Do try to send those letters that were left at your house 
for me, by this or some other opportunity. I will be on 
board the packet to-morrow noon, and will see you there. 
There will be no kind of danger in carrying them on board 
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the packet, as I will have them brought on board the trans- 
port in the night from the packet. Do send me an answer 
by the bearer, whether you will or not; Perhaps you don't 
know which is the packet. She lies the other side of us, 
nearer the North River. She is a brig that lies off. You 
can't miss her. Your humble servant. 
Mr. Cornell. 

P. S. You had better see your W — h — d, I mean 

Daniel, and desire him to get them all ready to-day, that 
you may bring them to-morrow. If you think this wont do, 
you may sail close by us with those things on board, and 
we will bring you lo, as we have done many already, and 
then you may tell them you could not help yourself. Let 
me know which you will do, and when you will do it, that 
I may take steps accordingly. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, September 5, 1775. 

Sir: Ypur Excellency's favour of the 2d instant was 
delivered to me last night; this afternoon received Gen- 
eral Schuyler's of the 31st August. He has ordered the 
lead to Albany, with directions to forward it by the most 
direct route to your camp. 

We are infested by Ministerial ships and transports. I 
gave your Commissary-General a narrative yesterday; beg 
leave to refer to him, from the haste of this express. Our 
coasts are kept in continual alarm. Three ships of war, 
with thirteen other vessels of divers sorts, were seen off 
Fisher's Island, and in the Sound, yesterday. They have 
gained no provisions from the main ; have heard nothing 
from Montauk, or any part of Long-Island. New-London 
is in great fears, and Stonington expects another attack. I 
have ordered the new levies to guard and defend those two 
places, and the coasts as far as Connecticut river ; there are 
likewise four Companies of them beyond the river, for de- 
fence in those parts; this appears absolutely necessary for 
their security at present. Hope this use of them, till 
these dangers are over, will neither injure nor hinder any 
of your operations. Whether these are the same ships 
your Excellency noticed us of remains uncertain. Yes- 
terday ordered the best intelligence to be gained, to render 
that matter more certain. 

Lord's day morning, constrained by the weather, came 
into the harbour at Neiv-London, a schooner taken by the 
Rose, Captain Wallace, at Stonington; four hands on board ; 
one, a white man, sent to Windham jail; the other three 
negroes, two belonging to Governour Cooke, and one to 
Newport, ordered to be returned to their masters, and the 
schooner to her owner. 

General Schuyler's army is moved forward. A few days 
will determine the event. 

I have ordered our Commissaries in the several Counties 
to send to your camp all the hunting shirts they can procure. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, Sir, your very obe- 
dient and humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Sudbury, September 5, 1775. 

The question upon which the grand contest between 
(-Treat Britain and America turns, is, whether the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain has a right to legislate for the Ame- 
rican Colonies. The British Ministry and their adherents 
have taken the affirmative side of the question, and the 
Colonists the negative. The former have asserted without 
the shadow of proof, while the latter have offered incontest- 
able arguments to support their position. By the British 
Constitution of civil Government, (and indeed it is the 
basis of. liberty,) no subject can be bound by any law to 
which he has not given his consent, in person or by his 
representative. Americans have no voice in the laws made 
by the British Parliament, and therefore are not bound by 
them. The British Ministry, finding that the Americans 
could not, by their and their tools' sophistry, be persuaded 
to believe that wrong is right, have sent an army and navy 
io force conviction, which are the powerful arguments used 
by tyrants. Much blood has been shed, and more will be, 
unless the British Parliament give up their claim to legis- 
late for America, excepting in matters that relate to the 



regulation of trade, which, from the necessity of the thing, 
not derived from the Constitution, is allowed. Happy for 
America, that it does not admit of a doubt that the Bri- 
tish Troops were the aggressors, in firing upon and de- 
stroying several of its worthy inhabitants, wjthout any pro- 
vocation, unless their being in the road at the time such 
majesterial fellows were marching can be viewed as such. 
Happy for America, that three or four hundred of her sons, 
who lived near to the scene of blood, were inspired with 
such courage as to prompt them to oppose eighteen hun- 
dred butchers, and to compel them to retreat to the place 
from whence they came. Happy for America, that such 
an union prevails among the Colonies, as is the admiration 
of the world, and must be of future generations. Under 
the influence of this union, we at this day see a large 
army, composed of the worthy yeomanry of this Coun- 
try, commanded by men whose characters are established, 
and bid defiance to the attacks of those who partake of a 
diabolical spirit, commonly called tories. In every enter- 
prise, success has attended the American arms. Perhaps 
it may be thought that the author does not recollect the 
battle at Bunker's Hill. It is fresh in his mind, and he 
thinks it must be allowed, that although the troops of 
Britain obtained the ground, yet it was at so dear a rate 
as to justify a declaration of victory upon the side of the 
Americans. As the cause is righteous, as the war is 
strictly defensive, and therefore justifiable, the divine bless- 
ing may be expected to attend the future efforts of the 
Army of the United Colonies, as it has done the past. 
Much depends, under the blessing of Heaven, upon the 
continuance of this union; and as every measure is car- 
rying into execution by the British Ministry to interrupt 
and destroy it, it is the indispensable duty of every friend 
of mankind to make it his chief business to establish it. 
It has been said, and with good authority to support it, 
that British goods may he expected to be clandestinely 
carried (if possible) among the people, in order to break 
the Non-Importation Agreement ; which, if closely adhered 
to, will produce great distress and trouble in Britain, such 
as may cost the lives of the British Ministry. Let it be 
the desire and endeavour of every American to comply 
with and see that others punctually observe the Resolu- 
tions of the Continental Congress : and I doubt not we 
shall have the happiness, ere long, of viewing the rights 
and privileges of America established upon a more sure 
basis than ever yet they have been, upon such an one as 
will remain to the end of time. Philo Patria. 



BY THE KING A PROCLAMATION. 

George, R. 

Whereas our Parliament stands prorogued to Thursday, 
the fourteenth day of this instant, September : We, with 
the advice of our Privy Council, do hereby publish and de- 
clare that the said Parliament shall be further prorogued, on 
the said fourteenth day of this instant, September, to Thurs- 
day, the twenty-sixth day of October next, and we have 
given order to our Chancellor of Great Britain to prepare 
a commission for proroguing the same accordingly. And 
we do hereby further declare our royal will and pleasure, 
that the said Parliament shall, on the said twenty-sixth day 
of October next, be held for the despatch of divers weighty 
and important affairs, and the Lords spiritual and temporal, 
and the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, and the Commis- 
sioners for Shires and Burghs, of the House of Commons, 
are hereby required to give attendance accordingly, at West- 
minster, on the said twenty-sixth day of October next. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, the sixth day of Sep- 
tember, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, in 
the fifteetuh year of our reign. 

God save the King. 



TO THE PRINTER OF THE LONDON EVENING POST. 

Manchester, September 8, 1775. 

Sir : as a native of, and a well-wisher to Manchester, I 
feel some concern that the Town should be represented as 
inimical to the Americans, by means of an Address this day 
sent up to the King. Be assured, Sir, that this Address 
does not give the true sense of the Town in general, and 
that it may properly enough be said to have been smuggled 



649 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, SEPTEMBER, 1775. 



650 



on it. Only a day's notice was given in one of our news- 
papers on Tuesday last. The advertisement was artfully 
penned, and the several country gentlemen, of tory cha- 
racter, had been apprized of the meeting some time before ; 
they therefore arrived on Wednesday, the 6th instant, to 
assist their friends in deceiving Government and injuring 
the whole community. You may depend upon it that the 
Address is signed by very few, excepting high churchmen, 
and men of Jacobite principles. I believe one person who 
has signed it was in the last rebellion ; but what is more 
discreditable than even these circumstances, it contains at 
least one notorious falsehood, in asserting the flourishing 
state of trade. 

You may take my word for it, trade is in a very languish- 
ing condition, and that the ensuing winter presents a most 
dismal prospect. , A. great part of our weavers are likely 
to be without work, and many thousands connected with 
them unemployed. It is probable, also, that provisions will 
be dear ; add to these, that our manufacturing Towns will be 
as much injured as ourselves ; and, further, that one-half 
of the sailors, those honest brave fellows, throughout the 
kingdom, will be deprived of the means of supporting them- 
selves and families, owing to the number of ships laid up. 
Whoever considers such a situation of things must be 
alarmed with the apprehension of consequences. But as 
my assertions of the badness of trade will have most weight 
when supported by proofs, I shall set down a few facts; 
facts are stubborn things, and not to be whistled away. 

Mr. T. T .... and Mr. C. F . . . .are well known 
to be two of our most considerable manufacturers. Now, 
I affirm that the first of these gentlemen has at present only 
one warper, and the latter no more than two. These par- 
ticulars, Sir, are clear proofs of a reduced trade, as I doubt 
not they have often employed half a dozen warpers each 
for himself. I also affirm that their warehouses contain each 
an immense stock of goods, which they know not how to 
dispose of. I write from knowledge. How these men came 
to sign the address is surprising indeed. 

Sir Thomas Egerton, one of our County members, is in 
my opinion a worthy man. I respect him, though he knows 
little of me. How he came engaged in this dirty business 
I will not say. I would rather throw over him the veil of 
charity. It was indeed observed that he was very much 
agitated. He was so much fluttered that every one present 
at the meeting was sorry for him ; and his appearance was 
that of a man conscious of being ill-employed. I believe 
something in the form of a Protest will be set about by the 
friends of liberty and commerce. 

I am, Sir, yours, &tc. 

! ADDRESS OT THIS GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF MANCHESTER. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, Manu- 
facturers, and principal Inhabitants of the Town and neigh- 
bourhood of Manchester,* in the County Palatine of 
Lancaster, (unanimously adopted on the 6th of September, 
1775,) presented to His Majesty by Sir Thomas Egerton, 
Bart., one of the Representatives in Parliament for the said 
County, attended by Mr. Clones, Mr. Birch, Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Houghton, Mr. Ford, and Mr. Lever. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, 
Manufacturers, and ■principal Inhabitants of the Town 
and neighbourhood of Manchester, in the County Pa- 
latine of Lancaster. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Actuated by an affectionate and dutiful regard for your 
many royal virtues, and firmly attached to that constitution 

* This Town is infamously remarkable for being the only one in Eng- 
land where the Pretender found any number of friends. He entered 
it on. the twentieth of November, 1745. After being proclaimed King, 
he beat up for volunteers, and so great was the zeal of the place that he 
Boon raised a Regiment, the command of which he gave to a'townsman 
of the name of Townly, whose head was afterwards fixed upon Temple 
Bar, where the reffiains of it are still to be seen ; one Cappock, a Cler- 
gyman in the Town, also joined the Pretender, and was honoured with 
the title of Bishop of Carlisle. On the nineteenth of December follow, 
ing, when the rebels again passed through the Town, upon their retreat 
from Darby, the inhabitants spontaneously raised two thousand five 
hundred Pounds for the assistance of the Chevalier and friends to the 
good old cause, and they now subscribe six hundred thousand Pounds 
to enable Government to harass the Americans; confident they have 
no chance in an open attempt to expel the present family, they have 
recourse to intrigue, in hopes of rendering it so odious as to prevent all 
future confidence and reconciliation. — London, September 8, 177S. 



which secures to us the enjoyment of liberties known only 
to British subjects, we presume, in the most loyal and re- 
spectful manner, to offer our tribute of gratitude to your 
Majesty, for the many blessings we have enjoyed under the 
benign influence of your government. 

Since your Majesty's accession to the throne, commerce, 
the great source of wealth, hath been not only successfully 
encouraged, but firmly established in this island, and, under 
the auspices of peace, hath been carried to an extent un- 
known to your royal predecessors. Manufactures flourish 
in every part of your Majesty's dominions, and particularly 
in this Town and neighbourhood, where they are daily ad- 
vancing towards perfection, and where the lowest of your 
subjects are fully employed, and are blessed with the peace- 
able enjoyment of the fruits of their industry. 

Thus happy under your Majesty's government, we look 
with horrour upon every attempt to disturb its tranquillity; 
and it is with inexpressible concern we behold the standard 
of rebellion erected in some of the American Provinces, 
and our fellow-subjects involved in an unnatural war against 
their lawful sovereign. We observe, with regret, that the 
lenity shown by your Majesty towards the insurgents 
hath been of no avail, but, instead of reclaiming, hath 
seemed rather to irritate and urge them on to more daring 
acts of violence ; and as force is become necessary to bring 
them to a sense of their allegiance, we think ourselves bound 
in duty to assist your Majesty in the execution of the legis- 
lative authority. 

We are not intimidated at the prohibition laid by the 
Americans on the importation and exportation of goods to 
and from the British dominions. Our extensive trade hap- 
pily flows in so many different channels, that the obstruc- 
tion of one can but little distress, much less deter us from 
our duty to our King and Country. But whatever check 
our manufactures may receive by a necessary war, we shall 
cheerfully submit to a temporary inconvenience, rather than 
continue subject to lawless depredations from a deluded and 
unhappy people, as we are fully persuaded that trade with 
America can never be established, on its true basis, until 
the Colonies are reduced to a proper submission to the 
Government and laws of Great Britain. 

As Englishmen, we are led by inclination, as well as im- 
pelled by interest, to preserve the authority of the British 
Legislature, and to protect the dignity and prerogative of 
the Crown (as founded on the principles of the Constitution) 
sacred and inviolate. And we beg leave to assure your 
Majesty that we are ready to support, with our lives and 
fortunes, such measures as your Majesty shall think neces- 
sary for the punishment of rebellion in any part of your 
dominions, being convinced that the sword of justice will 
be directed by the hand of mercy towards such of your 
subjects as have been deluded by the artful designs of a 
discontented faction. 



Thomas Egerton, 
Levett Harris, 
Richard Asheton, 
Ashton Lever, 
Thomas Barker, 
Peter Haddon, 
John W. Ainsworth, 
James Harrison, 
James Cooke, 
Thos. Walker, Jr., 
Samuel Wright, 
John Wright, 
John Drinkwater, 
Thomas Walker, ■ 
John Thyer, 
John Kearsloy, 
William Sandford, 
Joseph Tipping, 
George Smith, 
Jonathan Booth, 
Richard Withington, 
Thomas Phillips, Sr., 
John Haigh, 
James Smith, 
Robert Dannett, 
Thomas Wahrsay, 
Daniel Edleston, 
Thomas Walker, 
Joseph Booth, 
Philip Worrall, 
John Leaf, 
Jeremiah Ainsworth, 
William Mee, 
John Walker, 
Wm. Heginbotham, 
James Murphy, 
Wm. Nightingale, 



William Hurst, 
William Frodsham, 
Samuel Taylor, 
Thomas Barrow, 
J. Whitaker, 
Thomas Chadwick, 
William Houghton, 
John Entwell, 
Edward Greaves, 
John Poole, Jr., 
John Eccles, 
Samuel Mather, 
M. Griffith, D. D., 
John Harmar, Jr., 
Edward Wright, 
John Stott, 
George Ackers, 
James Griersou, 
Dugd. Munn, 
John Todd, 
James Drury, 
John Bilsborrow, 
Thomas Partington, 
Charles Hindley, 
John Lever, Clerk, 
Lewis D. Heshuysen, 
William Douglas, 
George Holford, 
Joseph Armstrong, 
Samuel Hulme, 
John Clowes, 
Joshua Thackeray, 
William Smith, 
John Upton, 
James Walmsley, 
Samuul Hope, 
John Rothwell, 



Thomas Edge, 
Robert Twyfovd, 
William Fletcher, 
Joseph Beever, 
Roger Crompton, 
John Heskey, 
William Herries, 
Peter McKeand, 
John Holmes, 
George Kenyon, 
James Clowes, 
John Dickinson, 
Josiah Birch, 
Thos. Aynscough, 
John Massey, 
James Cooke, 
Robinson Foxley, 
Richard Walker, 
John Fletcher, 
Charles Ford, 
H. Owen, Clerk, 
William Steele, 
John Worsley, 
Poter Blease, 
William JJardwick, 
Miles Bower, 
Samuel Tongue, 
John Lateward, 
Thomas Rider, 
John Cooper, 
Thomas Priestner, 
Martin Marshall, 
William Davis, 
Samuel Collier, 
J. button, Jr., 
James Dixon, 
Robert Johnson, 
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Joseph Hague, 
P. Brown, 
John Button, 
William Walker, 
John Ridings, 
Thomas Marsden, 
George Tipping, 
Samuel Foxlow, 
John White, 
Jos. Rarnsbotham,Jr 
James Mitchell, 
Samuel Kinder, 
William Brundutt, 
Robert Reynolds, 
John Andrew, Sr., 
Jtenj. Richardson, 
John Marsden, 
Samuel Birch, 
William Beynon, 
Thomas P. Foxlow, 
Richard Wroe, 
James Allen, 
John Creswell, 
Thomas Pickering, 
Thomas Robinson, 
John Tarbrook, 
Samuel Hall, 
John Broome, 
William Foxlow, 
John Norris, 
James Wilde, 
John Bolton, 
John Howard, 
Thomas Beever, 
AValter Wilson, 
Richard Barlow, 
James Borron, 
Richard Walker, 
William Leaf, 
James Taylor, 
John Andrew, 
Jonathan Haworth, 
John Upton, 
Isaac Clarke, 
Alexander Radcliffe, 
Thomas Bradbury, 
John Prescott, 
Robert Cardwell, 
Richard Clowes, 
James Ash worth, 
Joseph Harrop, 
Joseph Rigby, 
Lawrence Brock, 
Thomas Bradock, 
Joshua Greatrex, 
Henry Bower, 
Robert Staniforth, 
Jo. Chippendale, 
Thomas Tipping, 
Richard Tunnadine, 
Francis Mosley, 
Edward Kearsley, 
William Starkie, 
Thomas Marriott, 
Joshua Marriott, 
Joseph Pickford, 
Samuel Clowes, Jr., 
Thomas Sharp, 
Edward Hudson, 



Henry Barton, 
John Harmar, 
Richard Gorton, 
Robert Kenyon, 
Roger Sedgwick, 
John Clowes, 
Thomas Battersbee, 
Joseph Clowes, 
Adam Oldham, 
, John Darbey, 
J. Cooke, 
George Bramall, 
John Booth, 
Samuel Jones, 
Thomas Walker, 
Edmund Battersbee, 
Charles Lawson, 
James Thweat, 
John Currie, 
John Houghton, 
Richard Wilding, 
Thomas Bridcoake, 
J. Bcnnet, Clerk, 
George Ormrod, 
James Clegg, 
Jos. Ramsbotham, 
Abraham Scott, 
James Barlow, 
George Barton, 
Edward Borron, 
John Foxley, M. A., 
John Roberts, 
John Hill, 
William Edge, Jr., 
Edward Borron, Jr., 
John Birch, 
William Newton, 
Samuel Hall, 
James Plant, 
George Rishton, 
Edmund Steer, 
Samuel Kelsall, 
William Boardman, 
John Edwards, 
Wm. Nabbs, Cleric, 
Thomas Deane, 
Thomas Starkie, 
John Smith, 
James Cockerill, 
John Barker, 
Thomas Hunt, 
Thomas Parrin, 
Joseph Smith, 
Richard Walker, 
Andrew Morewood, 
John Antrobus, 
John Wright, 
Thomas Gorton, 
John Hill, 
Joseph Low, 
John Beever, 
John Smith, 
Thomas Chesshyre, 
Peter Crompton, 
Robert Ware, 
Josiah Kearsley, 
Marsh, Reeve, &. Co., 
John Billinge, 



William Norris, 
Luke Cotes, 
John Humphreys, 
Thomas Whittaker, 
William Stevenson, 
John Poole, Sr., 
William Bullock, 
John Heywood, 
Lawrence Gardner, 
Folliott Powell, 
Nathan Crompton, 
Thomas Seddon, 
Samuel Goodier, 
Joshua Oldham, 
Robert Jebb, 
George Wood, 
Wm. Christopher, 
Joseph Robinson, 
William Nabb, 
Charles Haywood, 
Richard Ainsworth, 
Thomas Naylor, 
Henry Esknck, 
Samuel Brierly, 
James Neild, 
Matthew Towrison, 
II. Jackson, t!Urk, 
James Whitaker, 
Wm. Middlewood, 
John Wilson, 
Thomas Lowndes, 
Edward Hal], 
Richard E. Hall, 
George Tinker, 
Leonard Walker, 
John Grimshaw, 
Richard Livesey, 
James Clough, 
W'illiam Assheton, 
Ralph Alsager, 
Edward Jackson, 
Henry Grundy, 
Thomas Rawlinson, 
Richard Upton, 
James Bateman, 
Robert Gorton, 
Richard Farrer, 
Samuel Falkner, 
Jos. Basnett, 
William Clough, 
John Livesey, 
William Hampson, 
T. Syddall, 
Matthew North, 
John Ogden, 
John Taylor, 
Owen Davis, 
Samuel Hayes, 
Wade Bagnall, 
Cornelius Metcalfe, 
Cayley Johnson, 
Richard Hall, 
Benjamin Rawson, 
Thomas Boardman, 
Edmond Holme, 
Matthew Faulkner, 
Thomas Hudson, 
Thomas Bradbury. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED 
MANCHESTER, SEPTEMBER 8, 1775. 

You ask a line of politicks from me. Alas ! I can only 
sincerely lament the present miserable state of publick af- 
fairs, and deprecate the mischiefs and distractions that must 
arise from the weak, oppressive, vindictive system of our 
American politicks. The friends of American freedom, 
however respectable, are outnumbered every where, and 
the Ministry seem to have the cry in their favour. Tory- 
ism prevails in this part of the country, and even Jacobites 
and non-jurors are become loyal, and address the King: wit- 
ness the Manchester Address. I did not attend this busi- 
ness, or (as you will believe) sign the courtly paper, filled 
as it is with falsehoods and fictitious loyalty. The proposed 
Association has been sadly managed ; their papers dispersed 
only amongst the avowed friends of Ministry with us, who 
make them the pretext for addressing. All the houses in 
Manchester, who have ever had any commerce with Ame- 
rica, refused to sign the Address, as im politick and un- 
grateful. 



ment to an office of so much consequence to America, and 
incompatible with your attendance on this duty, was the 
only reason that could have induced them not to call you 
to the Convention. Your brother Delegates were unani- 
mous in their acknowledgments ; and you will believe it 
gives me the greatest satisfaction to convey to you the senti- 
ments of your countrymen, and at the same time to give you 
every testimony of my approbation and esteem. 

The Convention appointed Patrick Henry Command- 
er-in-Chief. of the Army of Observation to be raised, which 
is to consist of one thousand men, to be divided into two 
Regiments. Mr. William Woodford commands the second. 
The Lieutenant-Colonels are Christian and Scott. Besides 
these, the Colony being divided into sixteen Districts, each 
District is to raise five hundred men, who are to be trained, 
paid, and disciplined, and are to be paid during the time of 
training and while in actual, service. Patrick Henry is 
excluded from the Congress, the Convention having resolved 
that no officer in command in the military shall be a mem- 
ber of the Congress, Convention, or Committee of Safety. 
Mr. Pendleton and Mr. Bland both resigned, and in their 
room Colonel Nelson, Mr. George Wythe, and Colonel 
Frank Lee, are appointed Delegates to the Congress. 

I am much obliged to you for your letters. That relating 
to the action of the men of war and transports did not come 
to hand till the account had been in Virginia some time. 

I shall be much obliged to you to remember me to 
Edward, from whom I expect to hear by the next post. 

I am your most obedient servant, 

Peyton Randolph. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 



Wednesday, September 6, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present: Henry Remsen, Chair- 
man, and thirty-five Members. 

Information being received that Captain Isaac L. Winn 
had left this port, with a cargo of Rum and Sugar, supposed 
for Boston, 

Ordered, That Captain Winn be desired to return im- 
mediately with his Vessel. 

Ordered, That William Walton, William Denning, 
John Broome, and Daniel Phenix, be a Committee to 
confer with Mr. Livingston on the business he mentioned 
to the Chairman, or any three of them. 

Mr. McAdarn produced to tliis Committee a Letter from 
Boston, dated July 18, 1775, ordering (by direction of 
Alexander Grant, of London) sundry articles to be shipped 
to Jamaica; which being snipped accordingly, per the 
Jane, Captain Bascomb, were taken by the ship-of-war 
Kingfisher, and sent to Boston. 

Ordered, That John Broome, Isaac Sears, James Beck- 
man, John Morton, Cornelius P. Low, Francis Bassett, 
and Jeremiah Piatt, or the major part of them, be a Com- 
mittee to examine into Mr. McAdam's affairs, and report 
to this Committee. 

Captain Hawley and Captain Jennings, of Fairfield, 
appeared in Committee. 

Draught of a Letter to the Committee at Fairfield, read 
and approved of. 



PEYTON RANDOLPH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Richmond, September 6, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I have it in command to transmit to you 

the thanks of the Convention of Virginia, for the faithful 

discharge of the important trust reposed in you as one of 

their Delegates to the Continental Congress. Your appoint- 



SAMUEL BAYARD, JON., TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New.York, Secretary's Office, September 6, 1775. 

Sir: I received the favour of your letter upon the sub- 
ject of the publick records under my care, and am, with you, 
duly sensible of the great importance of them to the Pro- 
vince, and the fatal consequences to private property which 
would arise from their destruction. How far any such event 
may be probable at this time, I cannot form any judgment; 
and you must be sensible, Sir, of the difficulty of my situa- 
tion, when, if I should, in the exercise of my discretion, 
depart from the line of my duty, I might subject myself to 
very disagreeable consequences. 

Whenever the removal of the records is absolutely neces- 
sary, I shall not fail to continue my care of them, and hope 
my attention to their security will evince my desire to dis- 
charge the trust reposed in me with the strictest fidelity. 
And with reSpect to the place where they should in that 
case be deposited, I can only say, that as it is out of my 
power to tell from what quarter danger may arise, so It 
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is impossible for me to assign any place where they will be 
free from danger. 

I hare not the least preference for one place above 
another, but shall at all times and in all places use my 
best endeavours to preserve' them from injury. And that 
nothing on my part may be wanting, I shall provide proper 
boxes for the most important parts of the records, to be 
ready in any emergency. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient, and humble servant, 

Samuel Bayard, Jun. 
To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq. 



A Return of Officers for Charlotte Precinct, Dutch- 
ess County, New- York, by the Committee of the said 
Precinct, the 6th and 1th of September, 1775. 
The North District, late Sharpstone's Company: Henry 
Humphrey, Captain ; Smith Sutherland, First Lieuten- 
ant ; Silas German, Second Lieutenant ; George Krank- 
hiet. Ensign. 

The South District, late Sharpstone's Company: Isaac 
Bloom, Captain; John Gaseley, Jun., First Lieutenant; 
John Williams, Second Lieutenant; David Jenis, Ensign. 
The West District, late Tobias's Company: Benjamin 
De Le Vargne, Captain; David Handy, First Lieuten- 
ant; William Woodworth, Second Lieutenant; Joseph 
Harris, Ensign. 

The East District, late Tobias's Company: Jacob To- 
bias, Captain; IsraelPlatt, First Lieutenant; Caleb Hyatt, 
Second Lieutenant; Gilbert Warden, Ensign. 

The North District, late D. South crland' s Company: 
Ebenezer Hasted, Captain ; Jonathan Mead, First Lieu- 
tenant ; James Talmadge, Second Lieutenant; Stephen 
Adset, Ensign. 

The South District, late D. Southerland's Company: 
Roger Southerland, Captain ; Josiah Gale, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Thomas Jencks, Second Lieutenant ; Joel Hor- 
skins, Ensign. 

South District, late Stoutenbergh's Company: William 
Gay, Captain; Joseph Hagaman, First Lieutenant; Fran- 
cis Leroy, Second Lieutenant; Paul Vananden, Ensign. 

Middle District, late Stoutenbergh's Company: Isaac 
Conklin, Captain ; Peter Skulls, First Lieutenant; Josiah 
Burton, Second Lieutenant; Ebenezer Mott, Ensign. 

North District, late Stoutenbergh's Company: Peter 
Stoutenbergh, Captain; Elijah Harrick, First Lieuten- 
ant; Hugh Wilde, Second Lieutenant; Joseph Hamble- 
ton, Ensign. 

By order of the Committee, September 14, 1775 : 

John Barnes, Chairman. 



RETURN OF MILITIA OFFICERS IN THE HOST WESTWARDLY 
DISTRICT OF NEW-MARLBOROUGH. 

A List of the Officers chosen in a Company of Foot in 
New-Marlborough, in Ulster County, New- York, agree- 
able to the direction of the Congress: 

Bordawine Tarpcnny, Captain ; William Martin, First 
Lieutenant ; Uriah Drake, Second Lieutenant ; John Ev- 
erit, Ensign. 

Witness my hand, September 6, 1775: 

Benjamin Carpenter, Chairman. 
To Colonel Jonathan Hasbrouck . 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 6, 1775. 

Sir: Your favours of the 30th August and 2d instant 
are duly received. The concurrence of the Committee in 
the Bermuda voyage is very agreeable, and 1 hope will 
prove a happy earnest of its success. Enclosed is a letter 
to the inhabitants of that island, of the tenour you have sug- 
gested, but I shall depend upon Captain Whipple's not 
making use of it except in case of real necessity. 

I am to acknowledge your kind assistance to Captain 
Baylor, in his late errand, and must desire you to make 
known to Messrs. Clarke 8f Nightingale that I am very 
sensible of the patriotick and disinterested part they have 
acted on this occasion. 

As the Congress will depend upon a supply of tow cloth 
from your Colony, unless they are apprized to the con- 



trary, I apprehend it will be proper, through your Dele- 
gates, to acquaint them of the state in which you have found 
that article, in order to guard against a disappointment. 

The removal of the stock from the coast and islands 
will, I hope, have its effect in sending the ministerial plun- 
derers empty home. We have yet no accounts of the last 
fleet, except six, who returned from Louisburgh with coal 
a few days ago. 

I need not mention to you the vast importance of gain- 
ing intelligence of the enemy's motions and designs as early 
as possible. The great saving to the Continent, both of 
blood and money, a detection of our secret and most dan- 
gerous enemies, with innumerable other advantages, would 
result from the interception of their correspondence at this 
juncture. I have, therefore, thought proper to propose to 
you the seizing the mail by the next packet. She is hourly 
expected from England; her force of men and guns incon- 
siderable; none but swivels, and only manned with eighteen 
men. If the vessel proposed to go to Bermuda should 
cruise for a few days off Sandy-Hook, I have no doubt she 
would fall, in with her. In which case she might, with 
little or no delay, land the mail, in order to be forwarded 
to me, and proceed on the voyage. But if there are any 
material objections to this mode, I am still so anxious upon 
the subject that I would have it tried with another vessel, 
at the Continental expense ; and will, for that end, direct 
that any charge which may accrue in this service shall be 
paid by the Paymaster here, upon being duly liquidated. 
It will be necessary that some person well acquainted with 
the packets should be on board our vessel, or the stopping 
inward bound vessels indiscriminately will give the alarm, 
and she may be apprized of her danger. The choice of a 
proper officer, with the care of providing a suitable vessel, 
&.c, I must leave to you. Should it meet with the de- 
sired success, there can be no doubt the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress will distinguish and reward the officers 
and men who shall have done so essential a service. Nor 
shall I fail in making known to them how much the pub- 
lick service is indebted to you for your zeal and activity 
on all occasions. I am, Sir, &c. 

George Washington. 

To the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Deputy-Governour 
of Rhode-Island, Providence. 

Camp at Cambridge, three miles from Boston, ) 
September 6, 1775. \ 

To the Inhabitants of the Island of Bermuda : 

Gentlemen: In the great conflict which agitates this 
Continent, I cannot doubt but the asserters of freedom and 
the rights of the Constitution are possessed of your most 
favourable regards and wishes for success. As the de- 
scendants of freemen, and heirs with us of the same glorious 
inheritance, we natter ourselves that, though divided by our 
situation, we are firmly united in sentiment. The cause of 
virtue and liberty Is confined to no Continent or climate ; 
it comprehends within its capacious limits the wise and 
good, however dispersed and separated in space or dis- 
tance. You need not be informed that the violence and 
rapacity of a tyrannick Ministry have forced the citizens of 
America, your brother Colonists, into arms. We equally 
detest and lament the prevalence of those counsels which 
have led to the effusion of so much human blood, and left 
us no alternative but a civil war or a base submission. The 
wise Disposer of all events has hitherto smiled upon our 
virtuous efforts. Those mercenary Troops, a few of whom 
lately boasted of subjugating this vast Continent, have been 
checked in their earliest ravages, and are now actually en- 
circled in a small space, their arms disgraced, and suffering 
all the calamities of a siege. The virtue, spirit, and union 
of the Provinces leave them nothing to fear but the want 
of ammunition. The applications of our eTremte to foreign 
States, and their vigilance upon our coasts, are the only 
efforts they have made against us with success. Under 
these circumstances and with these sentiments we have 
turned our eyes to you, gentlemen, for relief. We are 
informed there is a very large magazine in your island, 
under a very feeble guard. We would not wish to involve 
you in an opposition in which, from your situation, we 
should be unable to support you. We know not, there- 
fore, to what extent to solicit your assistance in availing 
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ourselves of this supply; but if your favour and friendship 
to North-America and its liberties have not been misre- 
presented, I persuade myself you may, consistent with your 
own safety, promote and further this scheme, so as to give 
it the fairest prospect of success. Be assured that in this 
case the whole power and exertion of my influence will 
be made with the honourable Continental Congress that 
your island may not only be supplied with provisions, 
but experience every other mark of affection and friend- 
ship which the grateful citizens of a free Country can 
bestow on its brethren and benefactors. 

I am, &c. George Washington. 



JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNODR TRUMBULL. 

Camp in Roxbury, September 6, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : I have your esteemed favour of the 
4th September; observe that provision is made for Mrs. 
Dyer. I this day hear of the death of my First Lieuten- 
ant. I strongly recommend my Second Lieutenant, Mr. 
Jonathan Brewster, to succeed. He is an officer I set 
as much by as any one in the Regiment, although there 
are so many worthy men among the number. 

A secret expedition is on foot, under the command of 
Colonel Arnold; a draught is to be made of about eleven 
hundred. Colonel Enos, Major Meigs, Major Bigelow, 
Captain Flanchet, and Dr. Turner, are of the party. I 
call it a secret expedition, but it is become, like many 
others, known to every body. The design is against Que- 
beck, by the way of Kennebeck River. Should Dr. Tur- 
ner go, I shall be left without any Surgeon but Dr. Holmes. 
Dr. Waldo, of Pornfret, is discharged and gone home, on 
account of his ill state of health. Dr. Waldo, of Coven- 
try, has been here some time, at my desire, administering 
to the sick ; his assistance has been much needed, and will 
be more so when Turner is gone. Waldo will expect 
something to depend upon the pecuniary score, if he con- 
tinues any longer. We are this night making approaches 
towards our enemies on the Neck ; expect they will show 
their resentment. 

Thursday morn. — Three separate intrenchments were 
thrown up last night, which will cover our out-sentries 
and advanced right parties; no opposition made. Nothing 
further to detain you. 

I remain, with suitable regards to all, your dutiful and 
affectionate son, Jedediah Huntington. 

To Governour Trumbull. 



Edinburgh, September 7, 1775. 

We are well-informed that the Right Honourable Henry 
Dundas, Esq., Lord-Advocate for Scotland, had, last week, 
a meeting with the honourable Board of Customs, concern- 
ing the impropriety of vessels being cleared from any port 
of Scotland with emigrants for America, and proposed that 
orders should be issued by the Board to all the inferiour Cus- 
tom-Houses, enjoining them to grant no clearances to any 
ship for America, which had more than the common com- 
plement of hands on board ; and that this was immediately 
complied with, and orders issued to all the sea-ports ac- 
cordingly; a most salutary measure, and which may prevent 
the destruction of a number of thoughtless and ill-informed 
people. 

james city county (virginia) committee. 

At a Committee held for James City County, on Thurs- 
day, the 7th of September, 1775 : 

Several reports having prevailed in this County that Mr. 
William Holt, Merchant at Norfolk, had supplied the Men- 
of-War, now in the Harbour, with quantities of Bread and 
Flour from his Mill in this County, and that the inhabitants 
vvere thereby made uneasy, Mr. Holt appeared before the 
Committee, and informed them that he hath for several 
years contracted to furnish the Men-of-War with supplies of 
Bread and Flour for immediate use, and that he hath not 
increased the usual quantity, considering the addition of 
vessels; that he consulted the Committee of Norfolk re- 
specting the conduct he should observe upon the occasion, 
and that he has done nothing of the sort without their appro- 
bation. 

Resolved, as the opinion of this Committee, That Mr. 



William Holt hath not transgressed any rule of the General 
Association, nor done any thing in the least blame-worthy; 
but, inasmuch as the exports from this continent will, in a 
few days, be shut up, this Committee give it as their opinion 
that Mr. Holt ought not, in future, to supply any Men-of- 
War with Bread or Flour; and it is recommended to him, 
and all other owners or proprietors of Mills and Bakehouses, 
not to manufacture any larger quantities of Wheat or Indian 
Corn, either into Flour, Meal, or Bread, than may be neces- 
sary for the internal consumption of this Colony. 

Ben. Carter Waller, Clerk. 



CHARLES PETTIT TO LORD STIRLING. 

Perth-Amboy, Seplembor 7, 1775. 

My Lord : His Excellency having this day laid before 
the Council some matters of great consequence to the pub- 
lick, the Members present have thought it expedient, and 
therefore have advised his Excellency to postpone the de- 
termination of the Board upon them till there shall be a more 
full meeting. His Excellency has therefore appointed that 
a Council be held in this City on Tuesday, the 15th of the 
present month, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, at which it is 
expected that every Member of the Board will attend. I 
have it [further] in command from his Excellency in Council 
to acquaint your Lordship that it is a matter of publick report 
that you have accepted a commission from the Provincial 
Congress of New-Jersey, appointing you Colonel of a Regi- 
ment of Militia in the County of Somerset, and his Excel- 
lency requires an answer from your Lordship, whether you 
have or have not accepted such commission. 

1 am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient humble 
servant, Chas. Pettit. 

Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling. 



LORD STIRLING TO GOVERNOUR FRANKLIN. 

Baskinridge, September 14, 1775. 

Sir : I have received a letter from Mr. Pettit, dated the 
7th inst., informing me that your Excellency has appointed 
a Council to be held at Amboy on Friday, the 15th inst., 
and that my attendance is expected. The gout, which at 
present is my constant companion, will render it impossible 
for me to go from home at that time, and therefore I hope 
your Excellency will be able to dispense with my attend- 
ance. In the same letter Mr. Pettit informs me that " he 
has it in command from your Excellency to acquaint me 
that it is a matter of publick report that I have accepted a 
commission from the Provincial Congress of New-Jersey, 
appointing me a Colonel of a Regiment of Militia in the 
County of Somerset, and that your Excellency requires an 
answer from me, whether I have or have not accepted sucli 
a commission." I must acknowledge, Sir, that the style 
and manner in which this inquiry is made a good deal sur- 
prises me, especially as I have ever been used to experience 
from your Excellency a behaviour becoming a gentleman in 
your exalted station. That you could think of commanding 
your Clerk to correspond with me on so delicate a subject, 
or to catechise me in so peremptory a manner, equally 
astonishes me ; however, I will indulge your Excellency's 
curiosity. 1 have lately been informed that the good peo- 
ple of this country have unanimously chosen me a Colonel 
of a Regiment of Militia; that the Provincial Congress of 
this Province have approved of the choice of the people, 
and have issued a commission accordingly, which I have 
received. This mark of confidence the people amon<' 
whom I reside repose in me, is one of the most satis- 
factory, and, I think, honourable events that I have ever 
experienced. At a time when their dearest rights are in- 
vaded, to call me forth to take so important a part in their 
defence, cannot but rouse the most grateful feelings of a 
man who ever has been a friend to the liberties of man- 
kind. Accepting this commission, and in serving my Coun- 
try faithfully, I cannot doubt of having your Excellency's 
highest approbation, especially when I recollect your fre- 
quent publick as well as private declarations, that the rights 
of the people and the prerogatives of the Crown were 
equally dear to you, and equally your duty, as well as incli- 
nation, to preserve. 

I am your most obedient humble servant, 
To Governour Franldin. Stirling. 




I.IA.js. 
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GOVERNOUH FRANKLIN TO LORD STIRLING. 

Ferth-Amboy, September 15, 1775. 

Mr Lord : I have just received yours of yesterday. I 
am sorry to find that you are prevented, by the gout, from 
attending your duty in Council. It likewise gives me con- 
cern that you should conceive you had been treated with 
g,ny indelicacy or impropriety in the request signified to you 
by Mr. Secretary Pettit. You well know that he is no 
Clerk of mine, that he is Clerk of the Council, and that the 
letters he writes by my orders, or by order of the Council, 
are always on matters of publick concern, or respecting the 
proper business of Government and Council. In the in- 
stance in question, though he may have mentioned it only 
as by my orders, yet the letter was wrote in pursuance of 
the advice of the Council, who were then sitting at Am- 
boy. He might, it is true, and perhaps with more pro- 
priety, have sent you a copy of the minutes. He probably 
would have done it, could he have supposed that there was 
any danger that a man of your Lordship's understanding 
would consider such a letter from him as a private applica- 
tion from me, to be gratified in a mere matter of private 
curiosity. The application took its rise in this manner. 
The Council being of opinion the matters I had recom- 
mended to their consideration were of such importance that 
a general meeting of all the Members ought to be called on 
the occasion, I thought it proper to mention to them that it 
was publickly reported, and generally believed, that your 
Lordship had accepted a Colonel's commission from the 
Provincial Congress, and I desired to know of them if they 
could inform me whether the report was true or not. They 
all acknowledged that they had heard the report, and be- 
lieved it to be well founded, but unanimously advised me 
to order the Clerk of the Council to write to you respecting 
it. at the same time that he sent you the summons to attend 
the general meeting. You might have had some reason 
to complain against the Board, had they proceeded to con- 
sider the matter on no other ground than publick report or 
general belief. You would likewise have had some cause 
for your astonishment, had the affair been of a private na- 
ture, respecting only your Lordship's private conduct, and I 
had directed a publick officer to catechise you thereon in the 
peremptory manner you represent. This would not have 
been consistent with the becoming behaviour you acknow- 
ledge I have always treated you with, nor with that friend- 
ship and regard I have constantly professed and shown for 
your Lordship, during a long acquaintance. Your Lord- 
ship's answer, to (he question proposed to you, I shall lay 
before the Council this evening. Whether or not your con- 
duct, in accepting the commission, has my approbation, can, 
r think, appear but of little consequence to your Lordship, 
as you intimate that it has met with the approbation of your 
own conscience, and as you never thought proper to con- 
sult me, either directly or indirectly, before you took so 
extraordinary a step. It is true, as you say, I have re- 
peatedly declared, publickly and privately, " that the right 
of the people and the prerogative of the Crown were 
equally dear to me, and equally my duty and inclination to 
preserve," nor can any motive be sufficient to induce me 
to sacrifice one at the shrine of the other. Your Lordship 
will not, however, pretend to say that it is not the sole pre- 
rogative of the Crown to grant military commissions in the 
Province, or that it is not your as well as my duty to pre- 
vent any infringements of that prerogative, as far as may be 
fn our power, and to signify your disapprobation of such 
infringements whenever it may be necessary. Cases may 
possibly happen, wherein some men may think it their duty 
so far to fly in the face of prerogative as to accept of com- 
missions from a power set up in opposition to it; but I have 
not yet met with any person, who makes the least preten- 
sions to honour or honesty, but what readily allows that a 
man cannot act consistently with either, unless he previously 
resigns any commission or trust which he holds by virtue 
of that prerogative he has determined to act in defiance of. 
This has been the conduct of not only such men as Gene- 
ral Lee, but of many of the inferiour officers of militia in 
this and. the neighbouring Colonies. It was this considera- 
tion, and an unwillingness to entertain any idea the least 
derogatory to your Lordship's honour, which induced me to 
suspend my belief of the report you have now thought 
proper to authenticate. 
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I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient humble 
servant, Win. Franklin. 

Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling. 

P. S. Since writing the above, Mr. Pettit has shown me 
a copy of the letter he wrote to your Lordship, which he 
remembers comparing with the one sent. I have compared 
it with your quotation, and find it to be materially different. 
There was a time, my Lord, when great would have been 
my surprise and astonishment at such a discovery. After 
informing your Lordship that the Council had advised the 
calling a full meeting, and requiring your attendance, he 
adds, " I have it further in command from his Excellency 
in Council to acquaint you," &c. Had you left the words 
" further," and " in Council," stand in your quotation, there 
would not have appeared even a colourable pretence for 
your considering it in any other light than as an official let- 
ter, nor the least excuse for the style and manneTof your 
Lordship's letter to an old friend, who had on many occa* 
sions shown he was happy in an opportunity of obliging 
you, and in thinking you possessed an equal regard for him. 
But it seems that "the most grateful feelings of a man" 
happened to be " roused " in your Lordship, and you were 
of course anxious to convince " the good people of the 
country" that their " confidence " in you was not misplaced. 
Some proofs of this, too, I will allow to be the most neces- 
sary, as your Lordship's " frequent publick as well as pri- 
vate declarations," that a man ought to be damned who 
would take up arms against his Sovereign on the present 
occasion, might happen to be recollected. But, my Lord, 
was there no other means now left in your power, which 
might have, a chance of effecting your desired purpose, but 
disrespectful treatment of a Governour ? Though the pre- 
sent crisis might promise success to such an expedient, was 
there no danger that your mutilation of Mr. PeilitU letter 
might be discovered, and consequently that all good people 
would consider such conduct as an instance of contemptible 
meanness and dishonesty, although your Lordship might 
" think it one of the most satisfactory and honourable events 
of your life?" " : ~-' : 



LORD STIRLING TO GOVERNOUR FRANKLIN. 

Baekinridge, September 25, 1775. 
Sir: Your Excellency's letter of the 15th of this month 
was delivered to me last Saturday afternoon. At the time 
I wrote you my letter of the 14th instant, I did not know 
that Mr. Pettit was either Secretary or Clerk of the Coun- 
cil for this Province, for it was a matter of publick report, 
some months since, that he was displaced from every office 
he held under the Crown, and I have some other authority 
to believe that the report was true. I had therefore great 
reason to believe he wrote me the letter of the 7th as your 
private Secretary or Clerk, especially as he did not sign that 
letter with the additions of his office, which he generally 
did when he wrote officially. I shall not at present say- 
any thing further in answer to your Excellency's letter, as 
it would probably involve us in a long epistolary dispute, 
upon a subject which is already sufficiently understood by 
the generality of mankind. I cannot so easily pass over 
the postscript you have, on a sight of a copy of Mr. Pettit's 
letter of the 7th instant, been pleased to add to your letter. 
The sight of this copy of Mr. Pettit's letter seems to have 
had a very strange effect. "Surprise, astonishment, mu- 
tilation, contemptible meanness, and dishonesty," are all 
jumbled together in a most violent agitation ; and for what ? 
Because, as you say, I have committed the heinous sin of 
leaving out the words further and in Council, in quoting 
Mr. Pettit's letter. Let me beg a few minutes of your 
Excellency's dispassionate, attention, while we examine into 
the importance of these wprds being left out or not. In 
the preceding part of the letter Mr. Pettit does not say 
that he has any thing in command from your Excellency, 
in Council or out of it, and had begun the second part of 
his letter with the words "I have it further in comrr^a," 
I believe your Excellency would have thought it nonsense ■ 
and, in quoting that paragraph, I believe your Excellency 
would have taken the liberty to have made sens? of it. 
Where, then, could have been the important difference be- 
tween his saying "I have it further in command," or "I 
haje. it in command," unless it be. to preserve asfariis it Is 
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connected with the preceding paragraph. But what must 
be your Excellency's surprise and astonishment when I 
assure"" you that in the original letter from Mr. Pettit to me, 
now in my possession, the word "further" is not to be 
found. . We will next examine the importance of the words 
" in Council." Whether your Excellency was in Council, 
or out of it, when you gave the command, it was equally 
your 'command ; and if the command was improper or im- 
polite out of Council, it is not the advice of your whole 
Council, which can sanctify it, or make it proper or polite 
in. Council. Can jour Excellency, therefore, be justified in 
using the language you have done on this occasion? Your 
Excellency next intimates that I have made frequent "pub- 
lick as well as private declarations, that a man ought to be 
damned who would take up arms against his Sovereign on the 
present occasion." Your Excellency cannot assert this of 
your'dwh knowledge, for I have never been in your com- 
pany since the present occasion occurred. Since the rejec- 
tion of the most humble, dutiful, and respectful petitions to 
the Throne has been known in America, since the bat- 
tles of Lexingt on and Bunker's Hill, since the wanton and 
cruel., destruction of Charlestown, and since the design of 
the Ministry to bring indiscriminate ruin on the Colonies 
on this Continent has been publickly avowed, I have not 
had the honour of seeing your Excellency, and therefore I 
may, without offence to you, Sir, say that the assertion, so 
far as It relates tp the present occasion, is false. To retort 
the rest of this extraordinary postscript would be descend- 
ing to the language of a certain place in the environs of 
the Tower of London, with which I am but little acquainted. 
1 shall, only observe, that gentlemen who feel themselves 
intrenched in such exalted offices as that of Governour of 
a Province, should be extremely cautious how they make 
use of bad language, either in speaking or writing. The 
world is very censorious, and will be raising suspicions to 
their disadvantage. On this very occasion there may be 
some who will suspect that this postscript, as well as part of 
the letter, would not have been framed in the style it is, had 
we been in any other Province than New-Jersey. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Stirling. 
To Governour Franklin. 



that, as it will be a Continental expense, the fortification 
ought to be rendered respectable. 

An Engineer is expected in town to-morrow. We shall 
be glad to know whether the Committee, of Safety propose 
agreeing with him, or whether the agreement is to be left 
to the Commissioners. 

As our reputation is at stake in the erecting these fortifi- 
cations, and as we are desirous of acquitting ourselves con- 
sistent with the safety of the Province, we request that you 
will be pleased to give us your full instructions. 

We are, very respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent servants, 

Samuel Bayard, John Hanson, 
Thos. Grenell, John Berrjen. 
Willtam Bedlow, 



new-fork COMMITTEE. 

Thursday, September 7, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present : Henry Remsen, Chair- 
man j and thirty-three Members. 

Mr. Duer applied to take the sense of the Committee, 
whether he might charter the Sloop, late the property of 
Mr. Drewidtz, now mortgaged to Mr. Simpson. 

Ordered, That the Chairman, John Broome, and Elea- 
zer Miller, be a Committee to determine on this applica- 
tion. 

, Ordered, That Mr. G. Roorback be desired to deliver 
the keys of their respective vessels to the Captains Hawley 
and Hazard, and to detain their sails till further orders from 
the Committee of Safety. 

,: Ordered, That John Sneydar be forwarded on his way 
To Lancaster, being a sick Rifleman, and that Messrs. Bur- 
ling and Janeway be a Committee to see it done. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Bancker, Duryee, Ray, W. Wal- 
ton, Low, and Clopper, be a Committee to wait on the 
Committee" of Safety, to represent to them the necessity of 
an arrangement for the issuing a part of the Soldiers' Pay, 
now m the publick service, to their wives and families 
here. 

COMMtSSIONEfcS FOR BUILDING FORTS TO NEW-YORK 
1 ' CONGRESS. 

New-York, September 7, 1775. 
' Gentlemen ":' It appears to us, the Commissioners ap- 
pointed to erect the batteries recommended by the Conti- 
nental Congress, necessary that we should be informed 
whether any~fixed sum is allotted for erecting the said bat- 
teriies, or wliether it is left to the discretion of the Commis- 
sioners. Welieg leave to observe, that as this Province is 
the centre of America, it is very probable that Administra- 
tion may 'endeavour to get possession of it, and thereby 
ftrevelit ah^aiiststancer being sent from the southern Pro- 
vinces to the New-England Governments. It is our opinion 



COMMITTEES OF HUNTINGTON, ETC., IN SUFFOLK COUNTY 1 , 
NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the several Committees of Huntington,' 
Smithtoivn, Brookhaven, the Manor of St. George's, and 
the Patentship of Meriches, held at Smithtown, September 
7, 1775, for the purpose of nominating Field-Ofiicers for 
the West Regiment, in Suffolk County, Present: 

From Huntington : John Sloss Hobart, Esq., T/wmas 
Wickes, Esq., Dr. Gilbert Potter, Captain Timothy Carll, 
Henry Scudder, Stephen Ketcham, Thomas Bru$J\, Jun., 
John Squier, Ebenezer Piatt. 

From Smithtown : Thomas Tredivell, Esquire, Jeffery 
Smith, Jacob Mills, Jonas Mills, Samuel Phillips, Phile- 
tus Smith, Edmund Smith, Daniel Smith. 

From Brookhaven, &tc: William Smith, Thomas Fan- 
ning, Noah Hallock, William Brewster, Jonathan Baker, 
John Woodhull, Joseph Brown, Samuel Thompson, Daniel 
Roe, Nathaniel Roe. 

Mr. William Smith chosen Chairman. 

By a verbal message from Colonel Piatt ConMing, by 
Captain Carll, and by information from several other peo- 
ple, it appears to this meeting that he declines accepting of 
a commission. The meeting then proceeded to the busi- 
ness of nominating Field-Officers for the abovementioned 
Regiment, which nomination is as follows, viz : 

'For Colonel, William Floyd, Esq., living in the Manor 
of St. George's; Lieutenant-Colonel, Doctor Gilbert Pot- 
ter, of Huntington ; First Major, Captain Nathan Wood- 
hull, of Brookhaven ; Second Major, Edmund Smith, Jun,, 
of Smithtoion ; Adjutant, Philip Roe, of Brookhaven; 
Quartermaster, John Roe, Jun., of Brookhaven. 

The question being put, whether this meeting would pro- 
ceed to recommend or nominate to our Deputies in Pro- 
vincial Congress a person for a Brigadier-General, was 
carried in the affirmative; and Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull 
being proposed, was unanimously agreed to. 

By order of the Committee : Wm. Smith. 



tryon county committee to new-york congress. 

Tryon County Committee Chamber, September 7, 1775, 

Honourable Gentlemen : By the affidavits against the 
Sheriff, Alexander White, now prisoner in the Albany jail, 
sent to you the 26th of August last, you will be much con- 
vinced of his inimical behaviour against the common cause, 
and in particular against our County; and as the said She- 
riff is undoubtedly unworthy of his office, which com- 
mission shall be expired this instant month, we, the Com- 
mittee, upon the motion of the whole County, (the Tories 
only excepted,) granted a publick voting of a new Sheriff 
for our County, to the freeholders and inhabitants therein 
residing, by which John Frey, Esq., of Palatine District, 
got the majority of votes. The dangerous circumstances 
of our County, by such a traitorous ruler as this White, 
give us great reason to protest against him ; and fearing 
that either himself, or another one equal to him, might he 
intrusted again by the Governour in New-York, for the 
future service in the Sheriff's office of our County, we re- 
solved unanimously to apply to you for the directions of our 
present proceedings, begging that you will please to repre- 
sent the same to his Excellency the Governour, and request 
his plenary grant of our chosen Sheriff. above named, whom 
w r e can commend as a real friend to oar American cause, 
a well-proved member of our Committee, and especially a 
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worthy man For ibis office of a Sheriff, to the almost unani- 
mous approbation of our freeholders and inhabitants. We 
recqrmTCnd, and leave entirely to your discretion, the further 
necessary addresses to'' the behoof of our County's wishes 
and desire, not doubting that you will endeavour to inter- 
fere therein, as much as it lies in your power, to the con- 
firmation of the aforesaid new chosen Sheriff. 

It is a general complaint in our County against the whole 
situation of our court and other publick houses, and alike 
against the rule therein appointed, as we have been under 
remarkable grievances suffering during their authority, and 
hardly could get justice done, especially such persons not 
having their partial interests. But we will rely on your 
favourable advice, regarding the alteration in this grievous 
matter, when and where to apply for. 

We have to annex and to enclose you another affidavit 
of consequence, against the said Sheriff White, to your 
serious consideration ; and it is to be feared that if said 
White will not soon be delivered to your care and deter- 
mination, he, with the secret schemes of his concealed 
friends in Albany, might get his escape, to a consequential 
hurt of our County in particular, and generally of our Ame- 
rican cause. 

There is another great number of approved enemies 
against our Association, and regulations thereof, proceeding 
in and about Johnstown, at Kingsborough , under the direc- 
tion and orders of Sir John Johnson, being Highlanders, 
amounting to about two hundred men, according to intelli- 
gence. We are daily scandalized by them, provoked, and 
threatened, and we must surely expect a ravage of them 
in our families, if we should be required and called else- 
where for the defence of our Country's cause. 

We cannot suffer much longer their behaviour against 
us, without bjarne and consequential damage ; and therefore 
we thought proper to lay this in particular before you, with 
an humble request that you will consider this matter seri- 
ously, and delay not to favour us with your resolve therein, 
or on the contrary, by the daily rumour of the people in 
our side of the County, an uproar against indulgent pro- 
ceedings of our Committee must be expected. 

We remain, with great esteem, honourable Gentlemen, 
your obedient humble servants. 

By order of the Committee : 

Nicholas Herchkeimer, Chairman. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress at New- York. 

N.B. We have great suspicion, and are almost assured, 
that Sir John has a continual correspondence with Colonel 
Guy Johnson and his inimical party. 



PROVIDENCE (EHODE-ISLAND) TOWN-MEETING. 

At a Town-Meeting of the Town of Providence, espe- 
cially called by warrant, and held according to law, in Pro- 
vidence, on the 7th day of September, A. D. 1775, 
Col. Baezillai Richmond, Moderator. 

Notwithstanding the time limited by the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress for exportation to Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the West-Indies, is not yet fully expired, yet it is appre- 
hended by this Town that the exporting Flaxseed from this 
Continent at this time, in large quantities, to any part of 
Europe, fully to the 10th of this instant, (the memorable 
day when all exportation from the United Colonies ceases,) 
militates directly against the spirit and design of the Con- 
tinental Association. And whereas, upon the presumption 
that exportation would be continued by the other Colonies 
to the 10th of September,^, quantity of Flaxseed has lately 
been brought into this Town, the exportation whereof, under 
the present circumstances, may counteract the good of our 
Country, and give grounds for jealousy and uneasiness to 
our brethren in the other Colonies, who we find have de- 
termined not to export any Flaxseed of this year's pro- 
duce ; and as we are desirous of the most firm union with 
our brethren on the Continent, and wish that every cause 
of uneasiness may be removed, it is therefore 

Voted and Resolved, That this Town highly disapprove 
of the exportation of any Flaxseed, at any time hereafter, 
by any persons in this Town, until a general exportation 
of that article takes place throughout the United Colonies 
of America ; arid that this Vote or Resolve be published in 
the next Providence Gazette. 



Dissentient : 

Because the aforesaid Vote or Resolve, under the pre- 
text of amending, is an actual violation of the regulations 
of the Continental Congress, and deprives the subjects of 
those privileges they are entitled to, not only agreeable to 
the plain construction of the Fourth Article in their printed 
Resolves, but also the full sense and determination of the 
Members of said Congress, on a late motion, to alter the 
said Article. 

As such a Vote or Resolve is very inconsistent with the 
well known principles of justice and prudence, as it with- 
holds the benefit of supplies and trade from our real friends, 
while the same are allowed to those that are violently pur- 
suing the subversion pf all rights and privileges. As .such 
a measure, adopted by a number of individuals or small 
corporations, has a direct tendency to supersede, or render 
ineffectual and of no validity, the united regulations of the 
Continental Congress, and to reduce every matter to a state 
of uncertainty and confusion. 

Samuel Nightingale. 

The foregoing Protest, signed by Mr. Nightingale, was 
delivered to the Town Clerk, by him to be entefed on re- 
cord. 

The meeting dissolved. 



providence (rho de-island) county committee. 

Providence, September 7, 1775. 

Whereas there have been many complaints of such as 
are venders of goods and merchandise in this County, for 
selling them at a higher price than settled by the Associa- 
tion Agreement of the Continental Congress, under pre- 
tence of buying them at a higher rate, which we deem a 
breach and violation of said Association : We do hereby 
forewarn all persons from selling any goods at a higher price 
than they were usually sold at, before said Association took 
place, on any pretence whatever, as they will thereby incur 
the just censure of this Committee, and their names will 
be published to the world accordingly. 

Published by order: Caleb Harris, C/erfc. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read September 21, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, September 7, 1775. 
Sir : I do myself the honour of addressing you, in con- 
sequence of an application from the CornmissaryiGeneral, 
who is by my direction taking all proper precautions on the 
approach of winter. I desired him to commit to writing 
such proposals as his experience and knowledge of the 
country might entitle him to make, which lie has_ done in 
the paper which I have the honour to enclose, The diffi- 
culty of procuring a sufficient quantity of salt, which. I 
objected to him, he has fully obviated by assuring We that 
there is so much now actually in store, in this and the 
neighbouring Towns, as will remove all possibility of a 
disappointment. 

I propose to do myself the honour of writing in a few 
days fully and particularly on several heads, to which I 
must now refer. In the mean time, I have only to inform 
the honourable Congress, that I have received a spiall 
supply of seven thousand pounds of powder this week, from 
Rhode- Island, and in a few days expect seven tons of lead 
and five hundred stand of arms, a part of the same impor- 
tation, and to request that more money may be forwarded 
with all expedition, the military chest being nearly ex- 
hausted. 

I am, with the greatest respect, Sir, your most obedient 
and very humble servant, * ,-, „. 

J -— Ijeorge Washington. 

Cambridge, September 6, 1775. 
The Commissary-General proposes to General Washing- 
ton the expediency of purchasing in Philadelphia, for the 
use of the Continental Army, ten or fifteen thousand bar- 
rels of flour. He supposes flour may be purchased, after 
the 10th of September, at Philadelphia, at thirteen Shil- 
lings, currency, per hundred weight, or under; that he 
can have it freighted to Newbury at one Shilling and three 
Pence per hundred weight, he risking the vessek against 
the enemy's cruisers only, and can have the whole in- 
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terest in vessels and flour covered in Philadelphia at ten 
percent., which will not bring the flour, delivered at New- 
byryport, up to thirteen Shillings, lawful money of Ncw- 
J^ngland; whereas the lowest we get flour at from Connec- 
ticut is thirteen Shillings per hundred weight there, and 
Seven. Shillings per hundred weight carting; a saving worth 
while may be made. But as his mode is. attended with a 
risk, the Commissary, in this as in every other case, 
thinks it his duty to apply to your Excellency for direc- 
tion, and likewise to hint to your Excellency that it may 
occasion no material delay, if ypu should lay the matter 
before Congress for their advice, as the business must be 
transacted where that body are now convened. 

The Commissary-General also requests direction from 
your Excellency, as to procuring pork, for supplying the 
Army the winter and summer next coming. The season 
for killing pork is approaching, when he can purchase that 
article, in any quantities, in the country, drive it in, and 
have it killed and salted at proper places, within twenty 
miles of camp, and thereby save transportation. The 
transportation of much the greatest part of the pork sup- 
plied to the Army the summer past has cost twenty and 
twenty-one Shillings per barrel. The pork may be put up 
here as cheap as in Connecticut, and the whole transport- 
ation saved. Salt, barrels, Sjc, can be had here ; and on 
a quantity sufficient for twenty thousand men one year, 
more than ten thousand Pounds may be saved ; and should 
the war be at an end, the pork will fetch its first cost, at 
least, when the trade opens. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quartera, Cambridge, August 24, 1775. 
(Parole, Sunbridge.) (Countersign, Ulster,) 

Lieutenant William Ryan, of Colonel Nixon's Regi- 
ment, tried by a General Court-Martial, of which Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brickett was President, is found guilty of a 
breach of thejjxth and forty -ninth articles of the Rules and 
Regulations for the Massachusetts Army, and is unani- 
mously adjudged to be cashiered. The General approves 
the sentence, and orders it to take place immediately. 

The Quartermaster-General is to see that the different 
Brigades, or at least each Division of the Army, are pro- 
vided with Armourers, sufficient to keep the Arms therein 
in proper repair; that they have proper places provided 
to work in, that they are properly attended to, to prevent 
impositions of any kind. He is also to employ brick- 
makers, under the care of Captain Francis, of Colonel 
Mansfield's Regiment, and set them to make bricks im- 
mediately. The necessary attendance is to be applied for 
by Captain Francis to the Adjutant-General. 

The Quartermaster-General is also to receive from the 
Gcnpral CourJ of the Massachusetts Government, or from 
such persons as they shall appoint to deliver them, all the 
shirts, shoes and stockings, breeches and waistcoats, which 
have beefl provided by order of their Committee of Safe- 
ty, for the use of the Army, and settle for the same, and 
not deliver any from his store without an order in writing 
from the Commander-in-Chief. 

An exact. return of the Company of Artificers, under 
the care of Mr. Ayrcs, to be given in, where they have 
been to work, and hovy employed. 

The^eneral would be glad to have the Rules and Re- 
gulations of War (as established by the Continental Con- 
gress) returned to him signed, as he will thereupon pro- 
ceed (o distribute the Continental Commissions, agreeable 
to the rank lately settled. 

The late Paymaster of the Massachusetts Forces is 
once more called upon in a peremptory manner to settle 
his accounts with the different Regiments, that it may be 
known what money is due to the men up to the first of 
this month {August.) The General is sorry that any 
difficulty or delay should have happened in a matter so 
plain and simple in its nature. He now assures the Re- 
giments of Massachusetts, as they seem to be the only 
complainants and sufferers, that if they do not get paid by 
their own Colony Paymaster before the first day of Sep- 
tember, that he will order James Warren, Esq., Continen- 
tal Paymaster-General, to pay each of the Massachusetts 
Regiments for the month of August, and that he will 
moreover use his endeavours to. have thJE pay up to the 



first of August settled for and adjusted as soon as possi- 
ble. 

Twenty men, from Colonel Mansfield's Regiment, and 
ten from Colonel Gardiner's, and two from each of the other 
Regiments in the lines and in Cambridge, to be sent to 
join Captain Francis, of Colonel Mansfield's Regiment, 
to be forthwith employed in making of bricks ; none but 
men who are acquainted with that service to be sent upon it. 

Colonel Prescott, with two Companies of his Regiment, 
to march to Sewall's Point this day. The Colonel will 
apply to the Quartermaster-General for the tents that will 
be wanted for this detachment. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 25, 1775. 
(Parole, Wilmingtnn.) (Countersign, Ytrkihrrt.) 

If the Officers who were sent upon the recruiting ser- 
vice are npt all returned to camp, they are to be forthwith 
recalled, and no more men are to be enlisted until further 
orders. 

The Company late under the command of Captain 
Ebenezer Lindsey is to join Colonel Woodbridge's Re- 
giment, as that Regiment has at present only nine Com- 
panies. 

As the Commander-in-Chief has heretofore approved 
all the sentences of the General Courts-Martial which 
have been laid before him, and thought himself happy in 
agreeing with them in opinion, so will he not now dis- 
approve the judgment respecting Ensign Joshua Trofton, 
as the Court have intimated that they were influenced by 
some favourable circumstances. Disobedience of orders is 
amongst the first and most atrocious of all military crimes, 
He desires that the conduct of Ensign Joshua Trofton 
(however he may have been provoked) may never be drawn 
into a precedent, as there are certain modes by which 
inferiour officers may obtain redress of grievances, without 
proceeding to any unjustifiable acts of violence. 

Ensign Joshua Trofton, of the 30th Regiment of Foot, 
in the service of the United Colonies, commanded by 
Colonel Scammons, tried by a General Court-Martia] for 
"offering to strike his Colonel, and for disobedience of 
orders," is found guilty of a breach of the sixth article of 
the Rules and Regulations of the Massachusetts Army, 
and sentenced to be confined to his tent for three days. 

A Return, signed by the Commanding Officer of each 
Regiment, of the Commissioned Offices vacant, distinguish- 
ing their names, rank, and by what means vacant. This 
must be delivered to the Adjutant-General, at orderly time, 
to- morrow. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 27, 1775. 
(Parole, Amboy.) (Countersign, Brookline.) 

General Sullivan's Brigade to be 1 mustered upon Mon- 
day morning next, in the manner and form directed by the 
General Orders of the 21st instant. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 28, 1775. 
(Parole, Eitex.) (Countersign, Fatmout/i.) 

As the extraordinary duty necessary for some days past 
prevents the mustering General Sullivan's Brigade this 
morning, the General appoints Friday mornin" next 
for that purpose, and orders that Brigade to be relieved 
from all but the ordinary camp duty of their particular 
encampments Thursday morning, that they may have that 
day to prepare for their mustering. 

As nothing is more pernicious to the health of soldiers, 
nor more certainly productive of the bloody flux, than 
drinking new cider, the General in the roost positive 
manner commands the entire disuse of the same, and orders 
the Quartermaster-General this day to publish advertise- 
ments, to acquaint the inhabitants of the surroundina- Dis- 
tricts that such of them as are detected bringing new cider 
into the camp after Thursday, the last day of this month, 
may depend on having their casks stove. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 29, 1775. 
(Parole, Georgia.) (Countersign, Harvard.) 

For the future, the several guards mounted upon the 
General Hospitals are to be reduced into one guard, con- 
sisting of one Subaltern, three Sergeants, three Corporals, 
one FITe, and thirty Men. The officer, after seeing his 
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sentries posted, is to receive his orders from Doctor Church, 
Director of the General Hospital of the Army of the Uni- 
ted Colonies. 

The Quartermaster-General and Commissary-General 
are to see strict regard paid to the sixth article of the Gen- 
eral Orders of the 7th July last, as complaints are con- 
tinually making of the badness of the bread served to the 
Regiments. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 30, 1775. 
(Parole, Ireland.) (Countersign, Kingston.) 

One Field-Officer, six Captains, twelve Subalterns, 
twelve Sergeants, twelve Corporals, two Drums, two Fifes, 
and three hundred Soldiers, from Head's Brigade, and the 
same from t\ieCambridge Brigade, to parade as soon as the 
weather is fair, to march to Ploughed Hill ; one Surgeon 
and one Mate from each Brigade, to be provided with 
proper instruments and dressings, are to be ready to march 
with the above detachment. 

By the Orders of the 17th instant, Thomas Chase, Esq., 
was, to the prejudice of Samuel Brewer, Esq., through 
mistake, appointed to be continued to do duty to Brigadier- 
General Thomas's Brigade, as Major of Brigade. His Ex- 
cellency orders that mistake to be rectified, and directs 
Samuel Brewer to be continued to act as Major of Bri- 
gade to Brigadier-General Thomas. He is to be obeyed 
as such. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 31, 1775. 
(Parole. London.) (Countersign, Monmouth.) 

The Colonels or Officers commanding of each Regi- 
ment of the Massachusetts Forces are without delay to 
make out an exact abstract, for the month of August, of 
the pay due to the Commissioned and Non-Commissioned 
Officers and private Soldiers of each Regiment, who were 
effective in the said Regiment during that month, and who 
continue to be effective in the same. This abstract must 
be signed by the Colonel, or officer commanding each 
Regiment of the Massachusetts Forces, and forthwith deli- 
vered by him to the Commander-in-Chief, to the end that 
each of those Regiments may immediately be paid one 
month's pay. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, September 1, 1775- 
(Parole, Vns-Haven.) (Countersign, Ormond.) 

Complaint has been made to the General that the body 
of a soldier, of Colonel Woodbridge's Regiment, has been 
taken from his grave by persons unknown. The General 
and the friends of the deceased are desirous of all the 
information that can be given of the perpetrators of this 
abominable crime, that he or they may be made an exam- 
ple, to deter others from committing so wicked and shame- 
ful an offence. 

The magazine guard, in the rear of General Sullivan's 
Brigade, to be relieved to-morrow morning by the Brigade 
posted in and near Cambridge. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, September 2, 1775. 
(Parole, Portugal.) (Countersign, Quebeck.) 

Captain Edward Crafts, of Colonel Gridley's Regi- 
ment of Artillery, tried yesterday by a General Court- 
Martial, is acquitted of that part of the charge against him 
which relates to " defrauding of his men ;" and the Court 
are also of opinion, that no part of the charge against the 
prisoner is proved, except that of " using abusive expressions 
to Major Gridley," which being a breach of the forty-ninth 
article of the. Rules and Regulations for the Massachusetts 
Army, sentence the prisoner to receive a severe reprimand 
from the Lieutenant-Colonel of the Artillery, in the pre- 
sence of all the officers of the Regiment ; and that he, at 
the same time, ask pardon of Major Gridley for the said 
abusive language. 

Lieutenant Russell, of Captain Symond's Company, in 
the Twenty-First Regiment of Foot, tried by the above 
Court-Martial for "disobedience of orders," is unanimously 
acquitted by the Court. The General confirms the pro- 
ceedings and sentence of the above Court-Martial. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 3, 1775. 
'(Parole, Rexbury.) (Countersign, Schenectady.) 

Benjamin Child, soldier in Colonel Glover's Regiment, 



and in Captain Broughton's Company, tried by a General 
Court-Martial, upon an appeal from a Regimental Court- 
Martial. The Court were unanimously of opinion the pro- 
ceedings of the Regimental Court were irregular, and there- 
fore acquit the prisoner. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, September 5, 1775. 

(Parole, Waltham.) (Countersign, Turk.) 

The General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Experience 
Starrs was President, is dissolved. Capt. Moses Hart, of 
the Twenty-Eighth Regiment of Foot, tried by the above- 
mentioned General Court-Martial, is found guilty of " draw- 
ing for more provisions than he was entitled to, and for 
unjustly confining and abusing his men;" he is unanimously 
sentenced to be cashiered. The General approves the 
sentence, and orders it to take place immediately. 

A detachment, consisting of two Lieutenant-Colonels, 
two Majors, ten Captains, thirty Subalterns, thirty Ser-. 
geants, thirty Corporals, four Drummers, two Fifers, and 
six hundred and seventy-six Privates, to parade to-morrow 
morning, at eleven o'clock, upon the Common in Cam- 
bridge, \.o go upon command with Colonel Arnold, of Con- 
necticut; one Company of Virginia Riflemen, and two 
Companies from Colonel Thompson's Pennsylvania Regi- 
ment of Riflemen, to parade at the same time and place, 
to join the above detachment. Tents and necessaries pro- 
per and convenient for the whole will be supplied by the 
Quartermaster-General immediately upon the detachment 
being collected. As it is imagined the officers and men 
sent from the Regiments, both here and at Roxbury, will 
be such Volunteers as are active woodsmen, and well ac- 
quainted with batteaus, so it is recommended that none but 
such will offer themselves for this service. Colonel Arnold 
and the Adjutant-General will attend upon the Common 
in Cambridge to-morrow, in the forenoon, to receive and 
parade the detachment. The Quartermaster-General will 
be also there, to supply tents, Sic. 

The Colonels and Commanding Officers of the Massa- 
chusetts Regiments, who have delivered in their pay ab- 
stracts at Head-Quarters, are immediately to apply to the 
General for his warrant upon the Paymaster-General, James 
Warren, Esq., for the pay for the month of August, agree- 
able to the General Order of the 31st of last month. 

As great complaints have heretofore been made by the 
men in regard to their pay, the General expects the utmost 
exactness and despatch be made in this payment. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 6, 1775. 
(Parole, Albany.) (Countersign, Botingirokc.) 

Whereas a number of pretended Sutlers, utterly disre- 
garding the good of the service, sell liquor to every one 
indiscriminately, to the utter subversion of all order and 
good government, the Troops being continually debauched, 
which causes them to neglect their duty, and to be guilty 
of all those crimes which a vicious ill habit naturally pro- 
duces : To prevent such evils from spreading in the camp, 
no person is for the future to presume to sell any stores or 
liquor to the Troops, unless he be first appointed Sutler to 
some Regiment, by the Colonel or officer comrnanding the 
same, who will immediately punish such Suffer for any 
transgression of the Rules and Orders he is, directed to 
observe. And if any person not regularly authorized and 
appointed shall presume to sell liquor or stores to the 
Troops in the camp, it is recommended to the Brigadier- 
General to issue an order for securing their persoflS and 
effects ; the delinquent to be punished at the discretion of 
a General Court-Martial, and his effects to be applied for 
the refreshment of the fatigue-men and out-guards belong- 
ing to the Brigade. This order is not meant to extend to 
those Sutlers who are appointed by Government, and who 
are permitted to act as Sutlers to the Regiments for which 
they were appointed ; they being subject to all Rules and 
Regulations of the Army, the same as if appointed by the 
Colonels. 

As the remoteness of some of the Regiments from Head- 
Quarters renders it difficult to send invitations to the offi- 
cers, the Commander-in-Chief requests, that for the future 
the Field-Officer of the day, the Officer of his own guard, 
and the Adjutant of the day, consider themselves invited 
to dine at Head-Quarters; and this general invitation they 
are desired to accept accordingly. 
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___- : _. Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 7, 1775. 

(Parole, Cambridge.) ' ^ C Co ™ t ™JFV.^V' c . S ?? f< ''':< 1 

ji ifiep'eated compialnts being made by the Regimental 
Surgeons, "that they are not allowed proper necessaries for 
trie use oF'the sTck, before they become fit objects for the 
General Hospital, and the Director-General of the Hospi- 
tal complains that, contrary to the rule of every establish- 
ed Army, these Regimental Hospitals are more expensive 
than can be conceived, which plainly indicates that there 
is either an unpardonable abuse on one side, or an inex- 
cusable neglect on the other : And whereas the General is 
exceedingly desirous of having the utmost care taken of 
the sick, (wherever placed, and in every stage of their dis- 
order,) but at the same time is determined not to suffer 
any impositions upon the publick, he requires and orders 
that the Brigadier-Generals, with the Commanding Officers 
of each Regiment in his Brigade, do sit as a Court of In- 
quiry into the causes of these complaints ; and that they 
summon:" the Director-General of the Hospital, and their 
several. Regimental Surgeons, before them, and have the 
whole matter fully investigated and reported. This in- 
quiry to begin on the left of the line to-morrow, at the 
hour of ten, in General Sullivan's Brigade. 

When a soldier is so sick that it is no longer safe or pro- 
per for him to remain in camp, be should be sent to the 
General Hospital. There is no need of Regimental Hos- 
pitals without the camp, when there is a General Hospital 
so neirJind so well appointed. 

Colonel Thompson's Regiment of Riflemen to be mus- 
tered to-morrow morning, at seven o'clock. General 
Green's Brigade to be mustered Saturday morning, at 
the same hour. These Corps are to be one day off duty, 
previous to their being mustered. 



therefore, be pleased, in your transaction of this matter, to 
consider these seven vessels as a part of the transports, 
and only extend your care to the remainder. Whatever 
expense may have accrued in preparing any vessels which 
will not be necessary by this arrangement, must be carried 
to the general account ; but you will be careful not to add 
any thing to it after this comes to. hand. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

J. Reed. 
To Nathaniel Tracy, Neivburypori. 



JOSEPH REED TO BENJAMIN LINCOLN. 

Camp atCambridge, September 7, 1775. 

Sir: His Excellency the General, hearing of the arrival 
of a quantity of powder and arms at Providence, despatched 
one of his Aids-de-Camp to purchase the whole importa- 
tion, supposing it to be private property. Messrs. Clark 
fy Nightingale, in their letter, make use of the following 
expression : " As our vessel is not yet arrived here, and we 
have not been able to obtain the Captain's accounts with 
respect (o the voyage, we cannot ascertain our proportion 
of these articles — the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts- 
Bay being equally concerned with us in them, they having 
advanced jour thousand dollars, to which we put the like 
sum, to be invested in military stores, if they could be 
procured. It will, therefore, be entirely out of our power 
to have this matter adjusted until the Captain's arrival ; for 
which reason, we must request your Excellency to inform 
Colonel Benjamin Lincoln, (to whom we write,) as he was 
formerly one of the Committee of Supplies and one of the 
Council of the Massachusetts-Bay, and the person with 
whom we contracted, that you have the powder and lead 
delivered you, and that the arms and five thousand flints 
will be sent the first opportunity, for which your Excel- 
lency will be pleased to settle with them, as soon as they 
know the amount, which shall be immediately on the Cap- 
tain's arrival." 

In consequence of the above letter, I am now, by the 
Generals direction, to acquaint you that seven thousand 
two hundred and ninety-eight pounds of powder, and six 
hundred weight two quarters three pounds of lead, have 
been received by the Commissary of Artillery of the Con- 
tinental Army, foT which he will account with this Province, 
whenever the papers will enable him so to do. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

J. Reed. 
To the Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Esq. 



JOSEPH REED TO NATHANIEL TRACY. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 7, 1775. 

, Sib . : Colonel Glover has just informed the General that 
there are five vessels at Beverly, and two at Newbury, 
which were fitted out for another purpose, but will answer 
the present equally well, as they are completely equipped 
with platforms, wood, water, &.c. It will be a saving, both 
in, time and expense, to make use of these. YquwjII, 



NICHOLSON BROUGHTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

GJoucoster, September 7, 1775. 
May it please yotm Excellency: I beg leave to 
acquaint your Excellency that I sailed from Beverly last 
Tuesday, at ten o'clock, with a fair wind ; proceeded on 
my cruise. On the same day, about five o'clock, saw two 
ships of war; they gave me chase. I made back towards 
Cape Ann, but did not go in. Next morning I saw a ship 
under my lee quarter; she giving tne chase, I run into Cape 
Ann harbour. 1 went out again that night, about sunset, 
and stood to the southward. Next morning saw a ship 
under my lee quarter; 1 perceived her to be a large ship. 
I tacked and stood back for the land ; soon after I put 
about, and stood towards her again, and found her a ship 
of no force. I came up with her, hailed, and asked where 
she came from ; was answered, from Piscataqua, and bound 
to Boston. I told him he must bear away, and go into 
Cape Ann; but being very loth, I told him if he did not 
I should fire on her. On that, she bore away, and I have 
brought her safe into Cape Ann harbour, and have deliver- 
ed the ship and prisoners into the hands and care of the 
Committee of Safety for this Town of Gloucester, and have 
desired them to send the prisoners, under proper guard, to 
your Excellency, for further orders. 

Also, have sent the Captain of the ship we took, for your 
Excellency's examination, and I shall proceed immediately 
in the further execution of your Excellency's orders. And 
am your Excellency's most obedient humble servant, 

Nicholson Broughton. 
To his Excellency George Washington, Esq., Captain- 
General in and over the Confederate Army of the Uni- 
ted Colonies in America. 



ADDRESS OF THE MAYOR, BAILIFFS, AND BURGESSES OF 
THE BOROUGH OF LEICESTER, PRESENTED TO ills MA- 
JESTY BY JOHN DARKER, ESQ., ONE OF THEIR REPRE- 
SENTATIVES IN PARLIAMENT. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 

Sire : Your Majesty's loyal subjects, the Mayor, Bail- 
iffs, and Burgesses of the Borough of Leicester, beg leave 
to approach the Throne, and with all humility to offer an 
address on the unhappy difference subsisting between the 
Mother Country and your Majesty's American Colonies; 
lamenting, as we do most sincerely, the loss of our coun- 
trymen who have already fallen a sacrifice in defence of 
measures extorted from the Parent State by the obstinate 
delusion of those people who, from their first settlement on 
the Continent of America, have uniformly experienced 
protection, encouragement, and defence, at the expense of 
millions, and with the repeated effusions of human blood. 

We have not been inattentive to the late Parliamentary 
deliberations respecting the Colonies ; and whilst we view 
with full approbation the conduct of our Representatives 
given in and to those truly respectable majorities, fully in- 
formed and competent to decide upon questions so impor- 
tant, it is matter of wonder to us that any part of our fel- 
low-subjects, however small, should so far be seduced by 
prejudice and faction, as to afford, even in the most distant 
manner, countenance to a people declared, on the firmest 
ground, to be in a state of rebellion. 

Your Majesty's clemency and justice we are fully im- 
pressed with, and do not entertain a doubt but that the 
Colonists will receive those terms, whenever a proper op- 
portunity occurs, that may be consistent with the dignity 
and welfare of the Mother Country to offer, and such as 
may be accepted with security and advantage by those 
who have shown a disposition to oppose, with the utmost 
violence, the legislative power of Great Britain ; but we 
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cannot refrain from expressing our wishes that, if their pre- 
sent contumacy should continue, your Majesty may adopt 
such measures as will convince them " that the sword is 
not borne in vain," and that inclination, not means, has 
hitherto been wanting to ensure that attachment and obe- 
dience to this Country which might reasonably have been 
expected as the fair result of gratitude and interest. To 
accomplish this necessary end, and in defence of our happy 
Constitution, your Majesty may at all times be assured of 
our best assistance. 

Given under our common seal, this eighth day of Sep- 
tember, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Samuel Oliver, Mayor. 



NEW-YORK FIREMEN TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

New- York, September 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We, firemen of the City of New- York, 
beg leave to lay our state and condition before you ; that we 
cannot serve two masters — to be drawn out in the military 
service, and to tend our fire-engines. We desire the same 
privilege as is granted to us by the act of the Legislature. 
We are willing to serve as firemen; and if a general 
attack should be made upon our City, we are willing and 
ready to be drawn out with the rest of the citizens ; and if that 
is not agreeable to the honourable Congress, we must lay 
down firemanship and turn out as soldiers. 

We, the subscribers, are officers and foremen of the 
several engines. 

Peter Bogert, Theo. Hardenbrook, 

Wm. Hardenbrook;, George Stanton, 
Charles Phillys, Isaac Mead, 
Guilliam Varick, Wm. J. Ellsworth. 
Andrew Bell, 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO JOHN HANCOCK. 

[Read September 18, 1775.] 

IsIe-aux-Noix, September 8, 1775. 

Dear Sir : General Montgomery, having received the 
enclosed information on the 25th ultimo, and being justly 
apprehensive that the enemy's armed vessels might get 
into the lake, unless an immediate movement was made to 
this place, resolved to proceed with what force he could 
carry, of which he advised me by express, which I received 
at Albany, where I was attending at the Indian conference 
on Sunday, the 27th ultimo. I arrived very much indis- 
posed at Ticonderoga on the 30th, and left it on the 31st, 
after having given the proper orders for bringing up the 
artillery, &c, Jkc. On the 4th instant, I joined General 
Montgomery at Me-h-Motte, where he had arrived the 
preceding day, having been detained by adverse winds 
and rainy weather. On that day we moved on, and arrived 
at this place; and, agreeable to a request that had been 
made us, we fired three cannon, to give notice to the Ca- 
nadians of our arrival, who were to collect on the occasion. 
On the 5th, I drew a declaration, (copy of which is en- 
closed,) and sent it amongst the inhabitants ; and as we 
judged that going to iSif. John's weak as we were, (our 
numbers not exceeding one thousand,) might have a good 
effect on the Canadians, and encourage them to join us, 
we resolved upon the measure, and accordingly landed 
our provisions, baggage, die, and early on the 6th em- 
barked, and without any obstruction proceeded towards 
St. John's. When we arrived in sight of, and at the dis- 
tance of about two miles, the enemy began a fire from their 
fortress, but without doing any damage ; we approached 
half a mile nearer, and then landed, without opposition, in 
a close deep swamp. After being formed, we marched in 
the best order we could, in grounds marshy and covered 
with woods, in order to approach and reconnoitre the for- 
tresses. Major Hobby and Captain Mead, of the Connec- 
ticut forces, being on the left, and a little advanced, were 
attacked in crossing a creek by a party of Indians, from 
whom they received a heavy fire ; but our troops gallantly 
pressing on them, they soon gave way and left us the 
ground. In this rencounter we lost a Sergeant, a Corporal, 
and three Privates killed, one missing, and eight wounded, 
three of whom are since dead. Besides these, Major 
Hobby was shot through the thigh, but not dangerously; 



and Captain Mead received a slight wound through the 
shoulder, as did Lieutenant Brown in the hand. Our sur- 
viving wounded are in a fair way of recovery. Night now 
coming on, we drew our men together, and cast up a small 
intrenchment to defend ourselves in case of an attack in 
the night. 

In the evening, a gentleman, whose name I am not at 
liberty, to commit to paper, came to me. and gave me the 
following account. That there were no regular troops in 
Canada but the twenty-sixth Regiment ; that all these, ex- 
cept fifty at Montreal, were at St. John's and Chambly ; that 
there were then at St. John's about one hundred Indians ; 
that there was a considerable body with Col. Johnson; that 
the fortifications were complete and strong, and plentifully 
furnished with cannon ; that the vessel was launched, and 
had one mast in, and the other ready to raise ; that she 
would be ready to sail in three or four days, and is to carry 
sixteen guns ; that he does not believe our Army will be 
joined by one Canadian; that they wish to be neuter upon' 
the occasion ; but if we should penetrate into Canada it 
would not displease them, provided their persons and pro- 
perties were safe, and we paid them in gold and silver for 
what we had ; that, in the situation we were in, he judged 
it would be imprudent to attack St. John's, and advised us 
to send some parties among the inhabitants, and the re- 
mainder of the Army to retire to Isle-awx-Noix, from 
whence we might have an intercourse with La Prairie. 

He told me that in the afternoon's engagement five 
Indians were killed and four badly wounded, besides seve- 
ral others the condition of whose wounds he did not know, 
and Captain Tyce, of Johnstown, who was wounded in the 
belly. - '■ 

On the 7th, in the morning, having been undisturbed 
through the night, excepting by a few shells, which did no 
other damage than slightly wounding Lieutenant Mills, I 
called a council of war of all the Field-Officers present, 
to whom I communicated the information I had received. 
I enclose a copy of their opinion, which being perfectly 
consonant to my own, I immediately ordered the Troops 
to embark, and are retired to this place without any 
molestation, where we propose to secure ourselves in the 
best manner we can, so as to prevent the enemy from 
going up the lake, and also to enable us to take the ad- 
vantage of any events that may happen in Canada, from 
whence I hope to hear in a day or two from Colonel Allen 
and Major Brown, who went to deliver my declaration, 

I cannot estimate the obligations I lie under to General 
Montgomery, for the many important services he has clone 
and daily does, in which he has had little assistance from 
me, as I have not enjoyed a moment's he.alth since I left 
Fort George, and am now so low as not to be able to hold 
the pen. Should we not be able to do any thing decisively 
in Canada, I shall judge it best to move from this place, 
which is a very wet and unhealthy part of the Country, 
unless I receive your orders to the contrary. 

The sloop we hear is in the river, and has on board, 
besides provisions and other stores, three pieces of field- 
artillery and two mortars ; and we are joined by three hun- 
dred Connecticut Troops, and four hundred Yorkers, so 
that we are about seventeen hundred strong, with five 
pieces of cannon and two mortars. 

I am, dear Sir, with every sentiment of respect and 
esteem, your most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyi.'er. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Sic. 

Charlotte County, ss. 

Peter Griffin, soldier in Captain Babcock's Company, 
and Colonel Eastori's Regiment, saith that on Saturday, 
the 12th instant, he set out from Crown Point, with Lieu- 
tenant Watson, on a scout down Lake Champlain; that on 
Sunday last he fell in with Captain Remember Baker, in 
the Schooner Liberty; that he was chosen by Captain 
Baker to go with him to Canada ; that on Monday last, at 
daylight, he, with a little St. Francois Indian, was landed 
by Captain Baker a little below Windmill Point, on the 
west side of the river Sorel; that from thence they pro- 
ceeded on the west side of the river to a place at Si. John's 
about five hundred paces from the fortifications in th^ woods, 
where they arrived at about six o'clock in the afternoon ; 
that he saw the intrenchment to the south side of the ves- 
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sels jhere.bui.Id.ing, with four or five cannon mounted, front- 
ing to the river; that he saw two vessels on the stocks 
there ; that he saw the whole broadside of one, the length 
whereof appeared to be between fifty and sixty feet; that 
he supposed the vessel was nearly ready for launching; 
that she was planked up to the wales, and pitched black; 
that the other vessel was chiefly covered by the vessel 
last mentioned, so that he could see nothing more than 
about four feet of her bow, which appeared to him to be 
planked ; that he remained there till next morning ; that to 
the best of his judgment he, with the Indian, lay that night 
about ten rods from the sentinel of the Regulars placed near 
the woods, and at break of day they retired towards the place 
where, they were landed near Windmill Point ; that on their 
return, in walking on the beach towards Windmill Point, 
they saw ten Indians coming in a canoe from the east side 
of the river towards them, upon which they retired into 
the w r ppds, and about four miles to the south of the place 
where they saw the Indians they again came to the lake, 
aud that they arrived nearly opposite Windmill Point at 
night, and lodged at the house of one Vintlagh, and the 
next morning the Indian's father brought them on board 
the schooner, and from thence the deponent came down to 
Crown Point on Thursday, the 24th instant ; that Captain 
Baker, after leaving the deponent and the Indian, proceeded 
down the river Sorel, in a boat, to the Isle-aux-Noix, and 
did determine to intercept the scouts of the Regulars there, 
and was also there to have taken on board the deponent 
and the Indian; but that they, being pursued by the In- 
dians abovementioned, were obliged to proceed further up 
the lake ; that the Indian left the deponent at Windmill- 
Bay ; that he seemed exceedingly anxious for Captain 
Baker's safety; and that he, together with his father, deter- 
mined to go down the river in a canoe to the Isle-aux- 
Noix,to Captain Baker, the next day; that the French and 
English inhabitants along the lake are very impatient to 
have the Army down the lake ; that they declared their 
willingness to supply the Army to their utmost with greens 
and sauce; that they are almost starving for want of other 
provisions. 

The above examination taken at Ticonderoga, the 25th 
day of August, 1775, before the Honourable Bichard 
Montgomery, Esq., Brigadier-General, by Bichard Va- 
rick, private Secretary to Major-General Schuyler. 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF CANADA. 

Isle-aux-Noix, September 5, 1775. 

Friends and Countrymen: The various causes that 
have drove the ancient British Colonies in America to arms 
have been so fully set forth in the several petitions, papers, 
letters, and declarations, published by the Grand Congress, 
that qur Canadian brethren (at the extirpation of whose 
liberty as weil as ours the nefarious schemes of a cruel 
Ministry directly tend) cannot fail of being informed there- 
of, and pleased that the Grand Congress have ordered an 
Army into Canada, to expel from thence, if possible, those 
British Troops, which, now acting under the orders of a 
despotjck Ministry, would wish to enslave their countrymen. 
This measure, necessary as it is, the Congress would not 
have entered on, but in the fullest confidence that it would 
be perfectly agreeable to you ; for, judging of your feelings 
by their own, they could not conceive that any thing but 
the force of necessity could induce you tamely to bear the 
insult and ignominy that is daily imposed on you, or that 
you could calmly sit by, and see those chains forging which 
are intended to bind you, your posterity, and ours, in one 
common and eternal slavery; to secure you and ourselves 
from such a dreadful bondage, to prevent the effects that 
might follow from the Ministerial Troops remaining in Ca- 
nada, to restore to you those rights which every subject of 
the British Empire, from the highest to the very lowest 
order, or whatever his religious sentiments .may be, is enti- 
tled to, are the only views of the Congress. In these 
Sentiments, you will readily believe that they have given 
me the most positive orders to cherish every Canadian, 
and every friend to the cause of liberty, and sacredly to 
guard their property ; and such is the confidence I have in 
the good disposition of my Army, that I do not believe I 
shall have occasion to punish a single offence of this kind. 

A treaty of friendship has just been concluded with the 



Six Nations, at Albany. I am furnished with an ample 
present for their Caghnawaga brethren and the other 
Canada tribes. If any of them have lost their lives, I sin- 
cerely lament the loss ; it was done contrary to orders, and 
by scoundrels ill-affected to our glorious cause ; and I shall 
take great pleasure in burying the dead, and wiping away 
the tears of their surviving relations, which you will com- 
municate to them, t, ~ „ „ 

Philip Schuyler, Sic, Sic. 

At a Council of War held at the Camp near St. John's, 
September 7, 1775, Present: Major-General Schuyler, 
Brigadier-General Montgomery, Colonel Waterbury, Fifth 
Regiment of Connecticut Troops ; Lieutenant-Colonel Whi- 
ting, the same ; Lieutenant-Colonel Ritzema, First Regi- 
ment York Troops. 

Having taken into consideration the state of the enemy's 
vessel pierced for sixteen guns, and in such forwardness 
as in all probability to be in readiness to sail in four days, 
it was unanimously agreed to be indispensably necessary 
to take measures for preventing her entrance into the lake. 
It was the opinion of the Council that this could only be 
effected at the Isle-aux-Noix, the weak state of our artil- 
lery affording no prospect of silencing the enemy's guns, 
under the protection of which they are now rigging her. 

It was therefore resolved to return without delay to the 
Isle-aux-Noix, throw a boom across the channel, and erect 
the proper works for its defence, there wait for certain 
intelligence touching the intentions of the Canadians, and 
when re-enforced send a strong detachment into the Coun- 
try by land, should the Canadians favour such a design. 

Isle-aux-Noix, (12 miles from St. John's,) Sept. 8, 1775. 

We embarked on Monday, 28th of August, and pro- 
ceeded from Ticonderoga to Crown Point; there we en- 
camped until Wednesday; from thence, went down the lake, 
to a place called Wilsborough, where we tarried that night ; 
in the morning proceeded on our passage to a place near 
that, called the Four Brothers; from thence, to the M&- 
la-Moite, where we remained until the Second Division 
came up ; from the Isle-la-Motte we proceeded to the 
Isle-aux-Noix ; having staid there one day, went to St. 
John's, and were kindly saluted with bombs and cannon 
from the fortifications. We immediately landed, to in- 
trench ourselves within about a mile and a half of the fort; 
but no sooner had we landed, than we were attacked by a 
body of Indians, and Regulars, who lay in ambush for us. 
We lost four soldiers on the spot. Three more were mor- 
tally wounded, who died in about four hours. Seven 
others were wounded, among whom are two officers, Major 
Hobby and Captain Meade. We drove the enemy off, but 
thought it prudent to return to the Isle-aux-Noix until our 
artillery could come up. We are determined to attack 
them shortly, and a bloody engagement must ejjisue, as they 
are very strongly fortified, and a number of Johnson's In- 
dians are among them. We have a few wifffus. 



CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Monday, September 4, 1775. 

At a Meeting of the Governour, &c, present: 

His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, Samuel 
Huntington, William Williams, Nathaniel 'Wales, Jede- 
diah Elderkin, Joshua West, and Benjamin Huntington 
Esquires. ' 

The Governour laid before us a request and .desire of 
the honourable General Assembly of the Massachusetts- 
Bay, communicated by the Hon. James Otis, President of 
the Council, representing that their Jails are generally 
crowded with Prisoners, &c, and moving for liberty to 
send some of their Prisoners into this Colony, and for di- 
rection where, &c. And in consideration of the circum- 
stances of this case, 

It is Agreed and Resolved, That although we have 
many Prisoners from the Northward, and much burdened 
many ways, and are very greatly in advance, yet, from our 
great affection to the common cause, this Board do not 
refuse to receive some of the Prisoners referred to, but 
depend that said Assembly will also apply to Rhode-Island 
and New- Hampshire Assemblies or Conventions, for the 
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same purpose, and send as sparingly to us as may be; and 
those who may be sent, in pursuance of this license, shall 
be received in the Counties of Hartford and Windham, 
for the present, and until this Council shall determine 
otherwise. 

Colonel Saltonstall and Captain Deshon, Committee 
from New-London, and Major Smith and Captain Palmer, 
Committee from Stonington, were present — the latter 
moving to have some of the Companies now at New-Lon- 
don stationed at Stonington, as they have been lately at- 
tacked and fired upon, &.c. Both Committees ask that 
some works may be made, for defence, &c. 

Also, his Honour the Deputy Governour, in behalf of 
the Town, by a Letter, moves to have some of the Sol- 
diers sent to Lyme, as they are in danger, &c. And, on 
consideration, it is 

Voted and Ordered, That one Company (viz : Captain 
Rowlee's) be sent to Lyme, and, under the direction of the 
Deputy Governour and civil authority of that Town, keep 
up and maintain proper Watches and Guards, in such man- 
ner and places as they shall direct, for the present. 

And on the request from Stonington, 

Ordered, That two Companies (viz : Captain Bost- 
wick's and Captain Tyler's) and the part of a Company 
under Captain-Lieutenant Hubbard, be stationed for the 
present at or near Stonington Harbour, and that the rest 
of the Companies remain at New-London, under Major 
Latimer; and that, at both said places, the soldiers make 
such intrenchments and works of defence, and in such 
place and manner, as shall be directed by the civil autho- 
rity and .Field-Officers within those Towns and limits. 

Orders were made out, and forwarded to Major Lati- 
mer, to dispose the men, and give the necessary orders and 
directions accordingly. 

On information, by letter, from Major Latimer, that one 
of the Vessels lately taken by Captain Wallace, of the 
Hose, man-of-war, &c, at Stonington, was by stress of 
weather drove back to New-London, with one white man, 
a petty officer, and three negroes on board, and were in his 
custody, and asking directions how to dispose of them, &c. 
And by other information it appears that two of the negroes 
belong to Deputy Governour Cooke, of Rhode- Island, and 
were lately seized and robbed from him, with and on board 
a vessel, by said Wallace, and that the other belonged to 
one Captain Collins. And, on consideration, 

Voted and Ordered, That the Major give information to 
the owneTof the vessel, and, on his request, deliver her 
up to him, and send the white man to the jail at Wind- 
ham, and The three negroes to the care of, and to be em- 
ployed for the present by, Captain NUes,al Norwich, who 
is 'fixing out a small Armed Vessel, &c, until the Govern- 
our shair advise Deputy Governour Cooke of the matter, 
that they may, on proper notice, be returned to their 
owners. 

Morion, that our Sick in the Camp have reason, and 
much complain of their usage, &x. The matter much 
discussed ; but it being difficult to know, Sic, and time 
failing, no certain conclusion was had concerning them. 

And the Meeting was adjourned to Friday, 8th instant. 

Friday, September 8, 1775. 

At a Meeting, as before, present : 

His Honour the Governour, Honourable Deputy Go- 
vernour Griswold, Jabez Huntington, Samuel Hunting- 
ton, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah Elder- 
kin, Joshua West, and Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

Ezekiel 'Williams, ."Esq., one of the Committee to fix out 
the Armed Brig Minerva, Sic, moving to have the officers 
all appointed, as she is nearly ready, &c. And this Board 
do appoint James Hopkins First Lieutenant, instead of 
- — — - Horsey, who has declined ; Ithiel Tinker Second 
Lieutenant, in the room of said Hopkins ; Andrew Jehon- 
not Steward, in room of Timothy Larrabe, failed ; William 
Plummet Master; William Warner Mate; Benjamin Cran- 
ston, of Providence, Gunner. 

And Ordered, That she be supplied with five barrels of 
Powder, and Ball suitable, from New-London, to be de- 
livered at Saybrook, and three hundred weight of Lead 
from Weathersfield. 

Then a large number of Letters, Sic, read and con- 
sidered, &tc. 



On motion and consideration, 

Voted, That the three Companies under the command 
of Colonel Webb, now at Greenwich, be removed to New- 
Haven, there to erect such works of defence and intrench- 
ment, at Five Mile Point or elsewhere, as shall be directed 
and thought best by Colonel Webb and Lieutenant-Colonel 
S. Hall, they taking such advice as they shall think pro- 
per, so as to make no further expense to the Colony, 
saving and on condition that if the present report of Troops 
coming to New- York should appear to said Colonel Webb, 
on receiving these orders, to be probably true, that he do 
not remove from his present station without jurther orders. 

Moved and Agreed, That if General Washington should 
apply, as is expected, for some of the three tops of Powder 
lately imported by Mr. Shaw, for the Colony, that he may 
be furnished with not exceeding one ton of it. 

Moved, That whereas this Colony is very greatly in ad- 
vance, both of Men and Money, for and in support of the 
grand cause of American Liberty: And whereas the hon- 
ourable Congress of the United Colonies have wisely and 
equitably resolved that the whole expense of supporting 
and defending the same should be borne and defrayed by- 
said United Colonies in proper and just proportion, and 
have emitted a Continental Currency, for and towards de- 
fraying said expenses ; and this Colony having also lent 
and advanced the sum of Fifteen Thousand Pounds, lawful 
money of New-England, at the rate of six Shillings for 
one Spanish milled Dollar, to Major-General Schuyler, at 
the request and on the credit of Congress ; and that we 
stand in great need of the same, and of a further supply, 
towards reimbursing the large sums by them expended and 
expending in the premises. That it is proper ana* reason- 
able to apply to said Congress, at this time, for the sum of 
Fifty Thousand Pounds of said Continental Currency, at 
the aforesaid rate, and also for the sum lent Major-General 
Schuyler, as aforesaid; and said first sum towards reim- 
bursing the overplus of this Colony's proportion by them 
already expended in the common cause and defence, as 
aforesaid. And on consideration, 

Voted and Resolved, That this Board, in behalf of this 
Colony, will apply to the Congress of said United Colo- 
nies, convened at Philadelphia, for the said two sums of 
Fifty Thousand Pounds and Fifteen Thousand Pounds, 
currency, and for the purpose as aforesaid. And, there- 
upon, this Board do appoint, request, and authorize William 
Williams and Nathaniel Wales, Esquires, Members of their 
body, taking with them Mr. Livingston's receipt for said 
Fifteen Thousand Pounds, lent as aforesaid, to repair with 
all convenient speed to the said Congress at Philadelphia, 
and in behalf of this Colony to apply to them foir,~aifd re- 
quest and receive said sums of Fifty Thousand and Fifteen 
Thousand Pounds, currency, and for the use aforesaid ; 
and having received the same, to give up said Livingston's, 
and pass their own proper receipt, accordingly, which shall 
be received and acknowledged as good and valid, for any 
sum not exceeding the sum requested, and the money so 
received lodge with the Treasurer of this Colony, taking 
his receipt therefor. 

And further Voted, That in case they, or either of them, 
shall fail of undertaking said service, his Honour the Gov- 
ernour appoint some other person or persons for that pur- 
pose, and with the same authority. 

Thomas Shaw, present, brings Letters from Nathaniel 
Shaw, and to him, and sundry Papers relative to the arti- 
cle of Gunpowder, which he was employed and empowered 
to procure for the Colony, &c, and moving for the sum of 
Two Thousand Pounds more, to enable him (Q procure the 
quantity necessary, fee. And, on consideration, it is thought 
necessary and fit for the safety of the Colony that said fur- 
ther sum should be advanced. .-■■-----. . 

And Voted, That the Clerk of this Council direct the 
Committee of the Pay Table to draw on the Treasurer for 
the sum of Two Thousand Pounds, for said Nathaniel 
Shaw, for the use aforesaid, taking his receipt to account 
for the same. ■■".:"■".. :."™::' 

And then Voted, That the fifty stands of Arms lately 
imported by said Shaw, for the Colony, be lodged in the 
care of Colonel Jabez Huntington, at Norwich, and to be 
delivered out, as occasion may require, only by order of 
his Honour the Governour. . __. 

Voted, That Colonel Jabez Huntington be desired to 
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inquire about twelve Blunderbusses brought in by the 
rfi aster of the vessel who lately brought in the three tons 
Ojf_Powder, on account of said Nathaniel Shaw, for the 
C olon y, and, if to be had at a reasonable rate, purchase 
the same for the use of the Colony's Armed Vessel the 
Spy, under command of Captain Niles. 

A number, about one hundred and eighty, old Gun Bar- 
rels being lately sent to his Honour, from Crown Point, 
by General Schuyler, this Board appoint Mr. David Trum- 
bull to procure them to be supplied with Locks, Stocks, 
Sic, and fitted for use. 

1 '_ Allowed, on motion by Robert Patrick, who brought 
said Gun Barrels, the sum of nine Pounds for said service, 
and ordered the Clerk to draw for the same on the Pay 
Table, 

Voted, on motion, That an Order be drawn on the Pay 
Table, for the sum of One Hundred Pounds, in favour of 
Captain Robert Niles, of the Armed Vessel or Schooner 
Spy, fixing out at Norwich, to be improved for the expenses 
of fixing the same, and paying the wages of the men, fcc, 
if any surplus there be ; he giving his receipt for the same, 
and proper bond for proper disposition of said sum, and 
ivhateyer money he may receive in capacity of Captain of 
said Vessel or Schooner, and well accounting for the same. 

And the Council was dismissed. 



TO THE PUBLICK. 
._„_», , Weston, September 8, 1775. 

Having been acquainted by the Gentlemen the Commit- 
tee of Correspondence in Weston with some uneasiness ari- 
sing in the minds of people, from the conduct of myself and 
family upon fast day, the 20th of last July, and having a 
desire toTiveln good fellowship with every friend to Ame- 
rican liberty, I beg leave publickly to declare, that the part 
I bore in those transactions that gave offence was dictated 
spTe]y~by7the principles of religion and humanity, with no 
design of displeasing any one, and that I am sorry it was, in 
the eyes of one of my fellow-countrymen, attended with any 
disgusting circumstances. As it has been suspected that I 
despised the day, and the authority that appointed it, I 
must, in justice to myself, and from the love of truth, 
affirm, that I very highly respect and revere that authority, 
and, were it not for the appearance of boasting, could add, 
that I believe no person observed it with greater sincerity 

than _ Asa Dunbar. 

The. Gentlemen the Committee of Correspondence of 
Weston and Sudbury, {Massachusetts,) having taken into 
consideration the above declaration of the Rev. Asa Dun- 
bar, and questioned him respecting the transaction he 
refers to, receive it as satisfactory, and think it ought to 
release hjiri from any unfavourable suspicions that have 
arisen to his disadvantage. 

• Benjamin Pierce, Moderator. 



GENERAL. WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

. _ Camp at Cambridge, September 8, 1775. 

Sir:. Upon the receipt of this you will please to give 
directions that all the new levies march immediately to 
this camp. By a resolution of Congress, the Troops on 
the Continental establishment are not to be employed for 
the defence of the coasts, or of any particular Province; 
the Militia being deemed competent to that service. When 
I directed these Troops to remain in their own Province, I 
had some reason to expect a remove from Boston to Neiv- 
York; in which case they would have been able to give 
them more speedy opposition. But as that suspicion now 
appears groundless, there will be an impropriety in contin- 
uing them where they now are, consistent with the above 
resolve. 

The detachment which I mentioned in my last will 
march in two days, and I shall have occasion for the Troops 
from you to fill their places. The ministerial expedition 
must, I apprehend, by this time have come to some issue ; 
they are either returned with disappointment, or have suc- 
ceeded in their errands. In either case, the men can be 
spared without danger to the Country; but should this not 
be the_case, and they are still hovering on the coast, it is 
to make ncr difference in their march; so that I shall, at all 



events, expect them here next week, for which you will 
please to give the necessary orders. 

I am, Sic, George Washington. 

Governour Trumbull. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENETIAX SCHUYLER. 

Camp at Cambridge, September B, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I have received your favour of the 3 1st of 
August, and am much engaged in sending off the detach- 
ment, under Colonel Arnold, upon the plan contained in 
mine of the 20th ultimo. A variety of obstacles has re- 
tarded us since the express returned with yours of the 27th 
of August, from Albany ; but we are now in such forward- 
ness that I expect they will set out by Sunday next, at 
furthest. I shall take care, in my instructions toUolonel 
Arnold, that, in case there should be a junction of the de- 
tachment with your Army, you shall have ncr difficulty in 
adjusting the scale of command. 

You seem so sensible of the absolute necessity of pre- 
serving the friendship of the Canadians, that I need say 
nothing on that subject, but that a strict discipline, and 
punctual payment for all necessaries brought to your camp, 
will be the most certain means of obtaining so valuable 
and important an end. I shall inculcate the same prin- 
ciple most strongly upon our Troops who go from hence, 
as that on which their safety, success, and honour, entirely 
depend. 

I am truly concerned that your supplies and appoint- 
ments are so far short of your expectations ; Tiut 1 trust 
you will have a feeble enemy to contend with, and a whole 
Province on your side — two circumstances of great weight 
in the scale. Your situation for*some tirw must be so 
critical and interesting, that I hope you wiirBorfail giving 
me constant information of your motions and success. My 
best wishes attend you. 

Believe me, with much truth and regard, dear Sir, your 
very obedient servant, George Washington. 

To General Schuyler. 

to the people or Massachusetts. 

Salem, Massachusetts, September 8, 1775. 

If we recollect in what manner the servants of the best 
of Princes, and particularly his late faithful Governour of 
this Province, have been constantly employed, we shall 
have little reason to be surprised at any condition of dis- 
grace by which the once respected name of Englishmen 
may be degraded. That unfortunate gentleman, whose 
signal fidelity Ethd good services will forever endear him to 
the most gracious Prince who governs this part of his Do- 
minions with such satisfaction to his subjects, has, I trust, 
by this time established a durable reputation. This Coun- 
try, I think, will remember his affection for its peace, his 
piety and zeal in office, with peculiar justice. His Majes- 
ty's righteous Ministers are bound to regard him with par- 
ticular attention. He has laboured more abundantly than 
they all. Without regarding the opinion of his friends or 
the censure of the world, he has sacrificed his virtue to 
merit their esteem. His religious principles have been 
uniform. I am convinced they were always the very same 
they are at present. They have been wonderfully ser- 
viceable. By these his distinguished zeal in support of 
the claims of the British Legislature, which he constantly 
condemned to his friends, and once publickly opposed, 
though seemingly inconsistent with principles of honesty, 
may be fairly reconciled. The end, if we acknowledge 
his divinity, will forever sanctify the means, and murder, 
on certain* occasions, may be lawful. Upon these princi- 
ples I account for the murders in King-street, the benevo- 
lent idea of abridging English liberties, and the present 
situation of this Country. But this language is too mild 
for the occasion. Every unwarrantable exertion of Par- 
liamentary power, every scheme hitherto adopted Jot sub- 
jugating the Colonies, has been carefully pointed out by 
him. In consequence of his earnest repeated solicitations, 
the Constitution of this Province has been torn up from the 
foundation; our coasts infested with ships of war; our/com- 
merce obstructed; the Metropolis forced from our hands, 
garrisoned, and fortified ; the inhabitants oppressed and 
reduced to beggary; the Continent forced to arms ; the 
liberties of America endangered, and the lives* of three 
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thousand of His Majesty's subjects wantonly destroyed. 
The best of Princes has been advised to consent to acts 
which disgrace his royal character, and violate the first 
principles of justice and humanity; which have already 
involved the Nation in blood, disaffected his subjects, and 
will finally dismember his Empire and shake his Throne. 
This is strong language, but it is supported by fact and 
argument. I appeal to the confidential letters of his late 
trusty and well beloved Governour, for a full explanation 
of that deep plan of policy which has duped the best of 
Princes, and degraded the honour of his arms. His Ma- 
jesty's faithful servants adopted it with all its blunders ; 
they never gave themselves leisure to obtain solid informa- 
tion, nor once reflected on the danger of their enterprise ; 
they embarked in the cause with their usual intrepidity, 
with a fixed determination to persist, though the interests 
of the Nation should be sacrificed forever in the contest. 
The system of Government is uniform. Dissipation and 
luxury can only be supported by plunder and oppression. 
But these ignorant men should be informed that plunder 
and oppression will rouse the whelp of the British lion in 
the woods of America. 

But this is not the subject which it is the design of this 
paper to illustrate. The short recapitulation I have made 
of the state of the Colonies, and the affection hitherto dis- 
covered for their real interest, by our most gracious Sover- 
eign and his favourite servants, was necessary to introduce 
the consideration of future probable measures. Past kind 
offices may be considered as ominous, especially if they 
have been constantly and uniformly bestowed. 

There is a certain period in the annals of every Nation, 
when the collected virtue and abilities of every member of 
the community should be exerted to defend its rights; 
when the people should be roused to a sense of their dan- 
ger, and animated to adopt such measures as will issue in 
the free and full enjoyment of those rights of nature and 
society which every man is fairly entitled to. Were I called 
upon to point out that interesting period in the history of 
this Country, the present alarming era would fix my atten- 
tion. We have it now in our hands to establish an ever- 
lasting barrier against ministerial influence, and to obtain 
substantial justice for the people. I mean by carrying back 
the Constitutions of the several Colonies to their original 
principles ; by vesting the appointment of all legislative, 
judicial, and executive officers in that branch of Govern- 
ment which can best exert it for the publick service, and 
with the least diminution of legal liberty; and by imme- 
diately exercising the power thus established. Until this 
be done, we can have no consistent plan of defence, no solid 
resources in case of sudden emergencies. We must be 
governed by temporary expedients, and upon every unex- 
pected measure be disconcerted, and finally ruined. I 
know it may be said that we have prospects of accommo- 
dation, and that it may not be necessary to adopt a regular 
system. This opinion is as fatal as it is groundless. I 
would not preclude the possibility of a compromise. I con- 
fess that I feel the prejudices of my education in favour of a 
settlement with Great Britain upon honourable terms. But 
when I reflect that the villain who fomented quarrels among 
the Colonies, and earnestly pressed that Boston should be 
made a solemn sacrifice to gratify his resentment; who pro- 
cured this Province to be disfranchised, and the inhabitants 
to be wantonly destroyed ; when I consider that this man 
is still consulted upon every measure respecting his Coun- 
try; that his opinion is invariably pursued, and that he 
attempts to conceal his crimes from the eye of the publick, 
by ardent professions of love for his native soil, and zeal 
for the. religion of his fathers, I cannot but suspect some 
mischievous scheme is in agitation to destroy all the privi- 
leges of the people. I own, too, that I am not yet san- 
guine enough to expect a more plentiful harvest of minis- 
terial virtue in one year than another. We have been 
witnesses of the flagitious attempts which have been re- 
peatedly made, and obstinately persisted in, to establish a 
Government in this Province arbitrary upon the face of it, 
arid notoriously under the influence of the Crown. I affirm 
that we have no reasonable ground to. suppose that these 
attempts are yet laid aside ; on the contrary, from the evi- 
dence before^us, we ought to be assured that they are not. 
Why are the avowed enemies of the people caressed ? 
Why are all the Powers in Europe meanly requested to 



assist in our destruction, by refusing us supplies ? Why 
have not our petitions, resolves, and remonstrances, roused 
the best of Princes from his lethargy ? But why this ridicu- 
lous mention of the King ? Is he ever consulted ? Has 
he any opinion of his own ? Was he ever permitted to 
bestow a single mark of his royal favour upon this Coun- 
try ? No. His favours have a different direction. That 
noxious northern planet which spreads plague and pesti- 
lence wherever its influence extends, absorbs the royal 
munificence. The friends of the people have nothing to 
expect but silence and contempt from the private virtues 
of their Sovereign. His publick virtues have long since 
ceased to be in question. It is, therefore, no longer for 
the interest of the people to renounce the benefits of soci- 
ety, under a vain expectation of a change of publick mea- 
sures. I appeal to past experience and present appear- 
ances when I affirm that it is the design of Administration 
to persist with obstinacy, but not to act with vigour7 The 
one is perfectly consistent with the uniform plan of the 
cabinet. To adopt violent measures would alarm .the body 
of the people, who are too brave to permit the inhabitants 
of America to be sacrificed upon the altar of despotism. 
1 repeat it, we have nothing to expect from the Ministry 
but fraudulent designs upon the liberties of this Country. 
Why are the Troops under General Gage continually re- 
enforced? Why do they remain inactive within Boston? 
Why is our commerce distressed, our seamen dragged out 
of our ships, and our coasts plundered ? The intentions 
of the Ministry are not pacifick. Their virtues are cun- 
ning and perseverance; they have adopted a plan? and 
they will obstinately pursue it. They avoid the prepara- 
tions for a vigorous war, for fear of sounding an alarm to 
the people of Great Britain. By piratical acts of hos- 
tility upon the coasts here,, the brave Troops of the first 
Monarch in Europe are tolerably well supplied, his dastard 
Colonists are frighted and distressed, and the administra- 
tion of his Ministers, instead of appearing contemptible in 
his own eyes and ridiculous to the whole world, seems to 
the most gracious Prince upon the throne to be directed 
by more than human wisdom. But piracy alone Is not the 
grand object which engrosses the attention of His Majesty's 
servants. They wait for some favourable event to crown 
all their schemes. They expect this event in the disunion 
of the Colonies. To accomplish it, ever/ possible mode, 
by threats, promises, persuasions, and bribery, is anxiously- 
improved, at the expense of the whole national interest. 
They know that a confederacy between 'many distinct 
States is seldom of long duration. The seeds of djssen- 
sion are many. The difficulty of keeping aTarge body of 
Troops in the field without action is unavoidable; the_con- 

sequences are too often fatal. " "~~~\ 

These are the dangers we have to fear^jind this is the 
moment to repel them. The scene, in the course of a few 
months, may be fatally changed ; the advantage thrown 
away; the most favourable opportunity lost. Hereafter 
we shall know the value of it. When time and difficulties 
damp the ardour of our Troops, and disaffection or back- 
wardness prevails among the Colonies; when the Minister 
has completed his preparations ; when the collected force 
of foreign invasion and domestick troubles attacks us at 
once, every man will then be able to determine of the wis- 
dom or folly of past measures. It is said that By the delay 
of the Minister our Troops will be disciplined and the 
officers acquire experience; that there is not the most dis- 
tant prospect of a disunion. To this I answer generally: 
that human affairs are perpetually fluctuating, and a good 
citizen would wish to guard against every possible contin- 
gence that might prove fatal to the community, were it to 
happen. That our Troops want discipline and the officers 
experience, and that they will acquire both by delay, I 
confess to be true. I am ready to acknowledge real ad- 
vantages ; but these are overbalanced by greater impend- 
ing mischiefs. The state of things is much altered in this 
Country since it first became necessary to oppose the enor- 
mous influence of the Crown. We have nothing to ap- 
prehend from violent exertions on the side of the Minjster, 
but every thing from delay and political cunning. "For- 
merly it was the intent of the people to petition, remon- 
strate, and ascertain their privileges. At present it is not 
only their interest, but I hold it essentially necessary to the 
preservation of the rights of America, that such steps be 
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instantly taken as will restore them to the benefits of Con- 
stitutional Government in all its branches ; and that they 
improve'offensively the natural advantages of their situ- 
ation. Upon the same principle that I would have op- 
posed the taking up arms and assuming the powers of 
Government six months ago, I now insist that the first be 
not employed, or rather neglected, for the service of the 
enemy, 3nd that Government be instantly established in all 
its partsTiipoh principles of publick good. It is indifferent 
to me whether the, Minister carries his point by violence, 
dt whether, by holding out the olive branch in one hand, 
while he manages the war with the other, he accomplishes 
the same pernicious designs. In either case, I consider 
him as a dangerous enemy, who ought to be attacked. 

I do not mean to point out any particular mode of attack 
or defence ; I leave it to those of greater abilities — to pub- 
lick councils. I give my opinion to the people, as one of 
the people. I only affirm, in general, that we have nothing 
to expect Trom the best of Princes, or his virtuous servants, 
but war. I have endeavoured lo confirm my opinion by 
recollecting past events, by bringing the various appear- 
anCes.ofthe political world into one point of view. I have 
said that this is the moment to obtain substantial justice for 
the people ; that it ought to be improved ; and, were I to 
give thytspinion upon the subject, I should say, in general 
terms,"that I would have all the members of the commu- 
nity instantly employed for the common weal, in depart- 
Irtjelntl^^whjcjb their various abilities are best adapted. 
Thatjll, or as many as possible, of our sea-ports be thrown 
jnto a posture of defence, and the people constantly used 
to aiffiSf That vessels of force be immediately fitted out 
from the several ports upon the Continent, to protect our 
trade, and drive from our coasts the thousand armed tend- 
er? "th|t ibi'e.sj th~e seas and seize our merchantmen; and 
that we Be no longer guilty of delay. 



EXTRXCT OP A LETTER FROM NEWBERN, IN NORTH-CARO- 
LINA, DATED SEPTEMBER 9, 1775. 

Our Convention will rise next week. They have agreed 
to raise one thousand men, to be stationed as follows: two 
hundred at Ntwhtrn, two hundred at Edenton, two hun- 
dred at Salisbury, and four hundred at Cape-Fear. Mr. 
James Moore and Mr. Robert Howe, of Cape-Fear, are 
appointed Colonels. Francis Nash and Alexander Mar- 
tin, of Hil[slorough and Salisbury, Lieutenant-Colonels. 
Thomas Clerk, of Hillsborough, and John Patton, of 
Pamtico, Majors. Dr. White, of Cape-Fear, Adjutant. 

Tbere~Has beg n a conference held with the chiefs of the 
Regulators. They have some scruples about the oath 
administered to them by Governour Tryon ; but some of 
them have signed the Test or Association, and are now 
signing, tnd we apprehend no danger from them. 



. WilKamsburgh, Virginia, September 15, 1775. 

Last week, Captain Squire sent the following imperti- 
nent Letter, by a servant of Lord Dunmore's, to the Printer 
of the Norfolk Gazette : 

" Otter Sloop, Norfolk River, September 9, 1775. 
" Sir : You have, in many papers, lately taken the free- 
dom to mention my name, and thereto added many falsi- 
ties. I now declare, .if 1 am ever again mentioned therein, 
with any reflections, I will most assuredly seize your per- 
son, and take you on board the Otter. 

" I am, &tc, Matthew Squire." 

And on the day after the disaster which happened to his 
tender, which was chiefly manned with runaway negroes, 
he despatched the following Letter to the Committee of the 
Town of Hampton, dated 

, , ,... ." Otter Sloop, Norfolk River, September 10, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Whereas a Sloop tender, manned and 
armed in His Majesty's service, was on Saturday, the 2d 
instant, in a violent gale of wind, cast on shore in Back 
River, Elizabeth County, having on board the undermen- 
tioned King's stores, which the inhabitants of Hampton 
thought proper to seize, I am therefore to desire that the 
King's Sloop, with all the stores belonging to her, be im- 
mediately returned, or the people of Hampton, who com- 



mitted the outrage, must be answerable for the consequen- 
ces. I am, &c. Matthew Squire. 

" Six swivels, five muskets, five cutlasses, two powder- 
horns, one seine and rope, an anchor and grapnel, with two 
cables and hawser, one boat's awning, oireirorrstone, with 
some lead." 

The Hampton Committee having thought proper, on 
Monday last, to lay the above Letter before theCommittee 
of this City, they represented to the commanding officer 
of the volunteers here, the necessity of sending down a 
sufficient force to protect the inhabitants of Hampton from 
any insult that might be offered to them by Captain Squire, 
who immediately communicated the same to the volunteers, 
when one hundred men offered themselves, and next 
morning set out upon their march to Hampton; where it 
is to be hoped, should the said Squire attempt any thing 
hostile against the people there, that they will be able to 
give a good account of him. And as to the requisition oT 
the King's stores, &c, that were on board the tender, being 
delivered up to him, it will be time enough to settle ac- 
counts with him after he has made satisfaction to tTie owners 
of the several slaves he has harboured, some of whom he 
now employs in the King's service, as well as for the num- 
ber of robberies he has suffered to be committed, in hogs 
and poultry, from sundry plantations. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CAPTAIN yANDETOT, OF HIS 
MAJESTY'S SHIP ASIA, TO ABRAHAM LOTT, CONTRACTOR 
FOR SUPPLYING THE KING'S SHIPS ON THIS STATION, 
DATED NEW-YORK, SEPTEMBER 9, 1775. 

Will you do me the favour to contradict a paragraph in 
Mr. Holt's paper of September 7th, in which he says that 
the man-of-war had stopped several vessels with provisions, 
and that we had set our own price upon whatsoeveT we 
chose to take. The truth is, that we have not taken or 
bought any sort of provisions from any vessel, except three 
hundred oysters, which I bought yesterday, and for which 
1 gave the Owner two shillings more than whathe told me 
was the market price. The transport has, I believe, got 
a few fowls and ducks for their sea stock, not being able to 
procure any from the shore ; but I am well assured, that 
whatever price was asked for them was paid, and that the 
officer in the transport has receipts for whatever few things 
he has bought. 1 should not have taken notice of this, as 
I scarcely suppose any one who knows me would believe 
it; but I think it would be blameworthy in anyone not to 
contradict any such report, which, if credited, might serve 
to inflame. 

CAPTAIN JOHN HULBERT TO NEW-YORK CONTSEESS. 

Southampton, September 9, 1775. 
Gentlemen : 1 would inform you that I marched with 
my Company from Montauk, the 7th inst.; am preparing 
to march, and shall set off by the middle of next week. 

My Company will want a number of guns, as the inha- 
bitants that supplied them will not let them go away, 
pleading the want of them themselves. I give you this 
timely notice, that the Company may not be detained long, 
when we come to New-York, &c. 

I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

John Hulbert. 
To Mr. Peter V. B. Livingston,'F J sc[. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE CONTINENTAL 
CONGRESS. 
[Read September 14, 1775.] 
Committee of Safety for the Colony of New. York, > 
New r York, September 9, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen: We enclose you a copy of a letter which 
we have this day received from General Washington, dated 
at Cambridge, August 30, 1775, to which we beg leave 
to refer you. As the General stands in need of gunpow- 
der, and as we are informed that a considerable quantity 
has lately been received in Philadelphia, we doubt not 
you will forward as much as can be spared for this neces- 
sary service. We have about eight hundred weight in 
our magazine, which we would willingly part with, if our 
citizens ha4 a supply. Be assured, we shaJJ_Jje_ attentive 
to every requisition from the General. We beg leave to 
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inform you that a commission is wanting for Deputy-Ad- 
jutant FI emitting, who has proceeded upon the service ; 
you will be pleased to furnish us with it, that it may be 
forwarded to him. The first commission which we received 
for that appointment was filled up for a gentleman whose 
affairs would not permit him to accept it, and it is since 
returned to us. We are informed that the blank commis- 
sions with which General Washington has been furnished 
have been made use of. General Schuyler has not been 
supplied with any for this department. We request you 
will be pleased to furnish us with four hundred. 

Some time since we forwarded to the camp at Cambridge 
nineteen hundred and fifty-five pounds of gunpowder. We 
submit it to you, whether it would not be proper to replace 
us that quantity from Philadelphia, as we know not what 
demand may be for that article from General Schuyler. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 

By order of the Committee : • r> 

•" ■■ Abraham Brasher. 

To the Delegates of the Colony of 'New-York, Philadel- 
phia. 

COMMITTEE OF RUMBOTJT PRECINCT, DUTCHESS COUNTY, 
TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Rumbout Precinct, Dutchess County, September 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen : By request of Col. James Clinton, we have 
collected all the arms we could for Captains Billings and 
Dubois's Companies, in the service of the Provincial Con- 
gress, in* consequence of a resolve of theirs of the 8th ult., 
the cost whereof you have on the other side, by copy, signed 
by myself, as Chairman of Rumbout Precinct, Dutchess 
County. The original receipts and orders are in my hands, 
which ^ have kept for fear of miscarrying, and have there- 
fore sent the copies, attested by me as Chairman. When 
the originals are wanted, they shall be sent by a safe hand. 
In the mean time, the people are anxious for their moneys, 
and are daily calling for it; for which, as a Committee, we 
have bound ourselves; therefore desire you will immediately, 
on receipt hereof, send the sum of money the arms amount 
to, to myself as Chairman, or to Jacobus Swartwout, De- 
puty-Chairman, or to Henry Schenck, Clerk, or to Henry 
Godwin, TJeputy-Clerk, who will give receipts to the Con- 
gress that the moneys are received, and paid to the persons 
of whom the arms were purchased. 

I am, by order of the Committee, Gentlemen, your hum- 

e servan , Dirck G. Brinckerhoff, Chairman. 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., or, in recess of the 
Congress, to the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, 
Neiv- York. 

COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK, TO 
PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

New-Paltz, September 9, 1775. 

To the respectable Provincial Congress of the Colony of 
New- York: 

Gentlemen : Pursuant to your recommendation of the 
31st May last, the Company of Militia of New-Paltz, (then 
under the command of Captain Noah Eltinge, Esq.,) per 
order of Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh, met together in 
the Town of New-Paltz, on the thirteenth day of June, and 
did then associate and form themselves into two separate 
Companies, dividing at the same time that part of the New- 
Paltz Precinct into two distinct Districts, viz: the Southern 
and Northern Districts, and the line of partition to run from 
the west end of the three mile lots on the west bank of 
Hudson's River, along the publick high road that leads 
from said Town to Hudson's River, until it meets the Paltz 
River, then along the same up the stream to the line of 
the southerly side of the New-Paltz, and then along the 
said line northwesterly, as it runs to the Paltz Point, ex- 
cepting two households or families out of the Southern Dis- 
trict, which are added to the Northern District. Which said 
two Companies, so formed as aforesaid, did then also, by 
majority of voices, choose and elect the following gentle- 
men to be Officers of the respective Companies aforesaid, 
viz: 

For the Southern District : Lewis J. Dubois, Captain : 
John A. Hardenbergh, First Lieutenant; Matthew Le- 
fever, Second Lieutenant; Mcthusalem Dubois, Ensign. 



For the Northern District : Jacob Hasbrouck, Jun., Cap- 
tain ; Abr'm Doran, Jun., First Lieutenant ; Petrus Has- 
brouck, Second Lieutenant ; Samuel Bevier, Ensign. 

And whereas the said Officers, by the appointment of 
Colonel Johannes Hardenbergh, did afterwards meet with 
the Field-Officers in Kingston, to give in their names, in 
order that a return of the said proceedings might be made 
to the respectable Provincial Congress of this Colony, for 
the purpose of obtaining commissions for the said Officers: 
And whereas the return of the said Officers to the said 
Congress, it is presumed, hath not been forwarded or laid 
before the Congress ; wherefore the said Committee, taking 
this affair in consideration, 

Resolved, That for the better commanding and regulating 
the said Companies, it is highly expedient and necessary that 
the said Officers should be commissioned, and it is there- 
fore hoped that this respectable Congress will be pleased 
speedily to issue forth commissions for the respective Offi- 
cers above named, and chosen in manner as .jMoxejakL 

By order of the Committee : 

Nathaniel Dubois, Chairman. 



RECANTATION OF SAMUEL HOLLY, OF STASfOKD, CONNEC- 
TICUT.' T """ 

Stamford, September 9, 1775. 

Whereas I, Samuel Holly, of Stamford, have in many 
instances appeared unfriendly to the Continental Congress, 
particularly in proclaiming against that article of advertising 
those that do not adhere to their advice, and in jab ouring 
on the Continental Fast Day, for whicli XTreery acknow- 
ledge myself to blame, for which I heartily ask the forgive- 
ness of my Country, and do promise, by the solemn'" 'ties 
of honour, virtue, and love of my Country, that 1 will, for 
the future, yield a strict adherence to their advice, and be 
ready to sacrifice my interest and venture my life in the 
defence of ray Country. I desire that the above confession 
may be published in the publick prints. 

Samuel Hojxy. 

jedediah huntington to governour trumbull. 

Roxbury Camp, September 9, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : I should be glad that my Second Lieu- 
tenant, Mr. Jonathan Brewster, might succeed Lieutenant 
Kingsbury, and my First Sergeant, Mr. Elienezer Perkins, 
have the Ensigncy in my Company. The Second "Lieuten- 
ancy I could wish Mr. Simeon Huntington would accept. 
I want officers of a military spirit. Many are appointed 
who are worthy men, but very indifferent in clmp: I once 
mentioned Mr. Newell to fill Mr. Tracy's place in my Com- 
pany ; but as there will be an opening in Captain Hum- 
phrey's Company, I think it is best, on some accounts, that 
if he is promoted, it should be in that Company. The 
appointments for my Company, which I have mentioned, 
I think will be for the service of the Regiment, I would 
not wish to have it known to any one what I say as to 
want of good officers. Doctor Church tells Dolcjor Turner 
there are to be Brigade Surgeons appointed by the Conti- 
nental Congress, and that he will recommend Doctor Tur- 
ner for one of them. If you should thinlc proper tosay 
any thing in the Doctor's favour, it may be of much service 
to a man very valuable in his place. My love and duty to 
the family, he. I remain, most affectionately, 

Jed. Huntington, 
To Governour Trumbull. 

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO CENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, September 9_, 1775. 

Sir : I am to acknowledge the receipt of your Excel- 
lency's letter of the 6th instant, and to inform you that, 
zealous to do every thing in our power to serve the com- 
mon cause of America, the Committee have determined 
instead of the small armed sloop, to send the large vessel 
with fifty men, upon the Bermuda enterprise, with orders 
to Captain Whipple to cruise ten days off*jSandy-Hook 
for the Packet expected from England; ar jjOfJjg_ is so 
fortunate as to meet her, to put the letters ashore at South- 
ampton, and send them by express to your Excellency. 
She will sail, wind and weather permitting, the beginning 
of the week. , , _ ; ... .•"!-, 

There is in this Town a Mr. Du Ville, a Frenchman 
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who ha tlijr mde several voy ages from this port during the 
last four or five years, and is esteemed a person every way 
well qualified, ancTto be depended upon, lor the execution 
pitta plan he proposes. He was with Captain Hopkins 
the TasJ^vpyage, when he imported the Ammunition, &c, 
lately purchased of Messrs. Clark &f Nightingale for the 
Army, and hath brought with him a set of papers to qualify 
ftbrig as a French bottom. His scheme is to proceed to 
Jdayonnej in Trance, where he is well acquainted, and there 
|aTve in a load of powder, which he says can be effected in 
three days! This despatch will be so great, that intelli- 
gence oT the vessel cannot be sent to England timely 
enough for any measures to be taken to intercept her upon 
her return^ .l.tjijnk the plan practicable, and likely to be 
attended with success. We have here a brig, a fast sailer, 
and otherwise a suitable vessel for the voyage, which will 
bring about eighty tons, and we will undertake to fit one- 
quarter of her, and to supply the money to purchase one- 
quarter^paTf of that quantity of powder, which is the most 
we can" do here. 

I , have jvj^tenjto Governour Trumbull upon this sub- 
ject, and desired him, if the plan meets with his approba- 
tion, to jdespatch a trusty person to confer with you upon 
it, who can return through Providence, and let me know the 
result, so that we may immediately equip the vessel for the 
voyage. 

I have communicated to Messrs. Clark ^ Nightingale 
that part of your letter which related to them ; they de- 
sire me to present to you their respectful thanks for the 
polite notice you have taken of them. 

I have the honour to be, with much esteem and regard, 
Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

Nicholas Cooke. 
General Washington. 

general Washington to governour trumbull. 

Cambridge, September 9, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 6th instant is now before me. 
Our state of ammunition disables us from availing ourselves 
of our present stations, as I would wish to do, and requires 
every assistance that can be given to it. You will, there- 
fore, on the receipt of this, be pleased to forward whatever 
can be spared from the necessities of the Colony; and the 
more expedition you can use, the more acceptable it will 
be. I am, Sir, with due regard, yours, 

George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 

NICHOLSON BROUGHTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
" "" "" " * Gloucester, September 9, 1775. 

Sir: As there are several matters of complaint turned up 
since my capture of the Ship Unity, against the Captain 
of the said ship, I think proper to acquaint you of the par- 
ticulars, viz: On my sending of an officer on board said ship, 
his treatment was such as I would rather have expected 
from a polite enemy than a friend to our cause as Ameri- 
cans. I would acquaint your Excellency, in the next place, 
that there is on hoard said ship a much greater quantity of 
naval stores than is customary to export from our ports. 
There is, likewise, as I understand, some considerable 
quantity of provisions ; much more, in my opinion, than is 
necessary for a ship's crew. I would likewise inform your 
Excellency that the Captain, contrary to the resolves of 
our General Assembly, has taken on board a considerable 
quantity of new fish. And from these, and many other 
circumstances, I conclude that Captain Flagg was designed 
for the Port of Boston, instead of any one of the West- 
India Isles. From this consideration, Sir, I, with the 
greatest deference to your own judgment, should think it 
proper that the ship should be removed to Beverly, as a 
place of much greater security than her present port. The 
lumber which she has on board is considerable, and might 
be much easier removed to head-quarters, for service, from 
thence, than the present port. I shall leave the ship with 
the Committee of Safety till further orders. 

With the greatest respect, I am, Sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, Nicholson Broughton. 

To his Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. I would not neglect acquainting your Excellency, 
in expose for my making a short stay here, that my first 



Lieutenant was*"accidentally wounded, for the particulars of 
which, or circumstances relative to my taking the ship, 
your Excellency will be pleased to inquire of the bearer. 

Nicholson Broughton. 



JOSIAH BARTLETT AND JOHN LANGDON TO NEW-MSpWitJa 
COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Windsor, September 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen: A gentleman just from New- York informs 
us that a vessel had arrived there, the Captain of which 
informs, that there were great disturbances in the City of 
London, and many other places in England, concerning 
American affairs, which is much in our favour. Enclosed 
are the proceedings of the City of London, by which you 
will see the spirit of the people. We~are~aIso told that a 
quantity of powder has arrived, within a few days, in this 
Colony. We shall make all possible despatch to join tire 
Congress. The Massachusetts Members are but few days 
before us. 

We are, with respect, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servants, Josiah Bartlett, 

John Langdon. 
To the Committee of Safety, Province of New-Hampshire. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON TO A GENTLEMAN IN 
NEW-YORK, DATED SEPTEMBER 10, 1775. 

The anxiety of your mind at the unhappy state of the 
Colonies is honourable to your humanity. No good man 
can behold the picture you drew, without shedding a tear; 
all hope of an amicable settlement is, I fear, expired ; .and 
yet, as much as I know of this Country, I am convinced 
that nothing would be more pleasing to it than a reconcilia- 
tion : not that the Ipss of your trade or military preparations 
are considered of importance, but that the characteristick 
benevolence of the nation laments the woes you are draw- 
ing upon your own heads. 

Be not deceived by false representations of the state of 
this Country. You have already, in your non-importation 
scheme, found how little your seducers in this City are to 
be credited. The bulk of the people are against you, and 
your advocates few and inconsiderable. If some^mpde of 
pacification is not fallen on before spring, you wTll be fatal- 
ly convinced of the truth of this information. 

KINGSTON (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE TO THE PROVINCIAL 

CONGRESS. 
Kingston, Ulster County, September 10, 1 775. 
Sir : At a meeting of the Committee of this Town on 
Tuesday, the 5th instant, were informed by Mr. Egbert 
Dumond, one of the Delegates in Provincial Congress, that 
a sloop belonging to one Dop was taken and destroyed by 
fire, for carrying on a clandestine trade with the enemies of 
British America. We were at the same time credibly 
informed that a sloop belonging to one Christian Ber^h at 
Staatsburgh, in Dutchess County, had been employed in 
the same service. We immediately entered into a resolve 
a copy whereof, and the proceedings thereon, "is enclosed^ 
and herewith sent to you. By order of the Committee : 

Johannes Sleght, Chairman. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOHN AUGUSTINE WASHINGTON. 
Camp at Cambridge, September 10, 1775. 

Dear Brother: So little has happened since the date 
of my last, that I should scarcely have given you the trou- 
ble of reading this letter, did I not imagine that it might be 
some satisfaction to you to know that we are well, and in 
no fear or dread of the enemy; being, in our opinion at 
least, very securely intrenched, and wishing for nothing 
more than to see the enemy out of their strong-holds, that 
thedispute may come to an issue. The inactive stale we 
lie in is extremely disagreeable, especially as we can see 
no end to it, having had no advices lately from Great 
Britain to form a judgment upon. 

In taking possession, about a fortnight ago, of a hill with- 
in point blank cannon shot of the enemy's lines on Charles- 
town Neck, we expected to bring on a general action 
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especially as we had been threatened, by reports from Bos- 
ton several days before, that the enemy intended an attack 
upon our intrenchments. Nothing, however, followed, 
but a severe cannonade for a day or two, and a bombard- 
ment afterwards for the like time ; which, however, did us 
no other damage than to kill two or three men, and to 
wound as many more. Both are now at an end, as they 
found that we disregarded their fire, and continued our 
works till we had got them completed. 

Unless the Ministerial Troops in Boston are waiting for 
re-enforcements, I cannot devise what they are staying 
there for, nor why, as they affect to despise the Americans, 
they do not come forth, and put an end to the contest at 
once. They suffer greatly for want of fresh provisions, 
notwithstanding they have pillaged from several islands a 
good many sheep and cattle. They are also scarce of fuel, 
unless, according to the account of one of their deserters, 
the}' mean to pull down houses for that article. In short, 
they are, from all accounts, suffering all the inconveniences 
of a siege. It is true, from their having the entire com- 
mand of the sea, and a powerful navy, and, moreover, as 
they are now beginning to take all vessels indiscriminately, 
we cannot stop their supplies through that channel; but 
their 'sticcoursrin this way have not been so powerful as to 
enable them to give the common soldiers much fresh meat 
as yet. By an account from Boston, of the 4th instant, 
the cattle lately brought in there sold at publick auction 
from fifteen to thirty-four Pounds ten Shillings sterling 
apiece, and the sheep from thirty to thirty -six Shillings 
each, and fowls and every other species of fresh provisions 
went in proportion. The expense of this, one would think, 
must soon tire them, were it not that they intend to fix all 
the expense of this war upon the Colonies; if they can, I 
suppose we shall add, 

I am just sending off a detachment of one thousand men 
to Quebcck, by the way of the Kennebeck River, to co- 
operate with General Schuyler, who by this time is, I 
expect, at or near St. John's, on the north end of Lake 
Champlain; and may, for aught I know, have determined 
the fate of his Army and that of Canada, as he left Crown 
Point the 31st of last month, for the Isle-aux-Noix, within 
twelve miles of St. John's, where Governour Carleton's 
principal force lay. If he should succeed there, he will 
soon after be in Montreal without opposition ; and if the de- 
tachment I am sending from hence, though late in the 
season, should be able to get possession of Quebeck, the 
Ministry's plan in respect to that Government will be 
defeated. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADELPHIA, 
DATED CAMBRIDGE, SEPTEMBER 10, 1775. 

We are at present in our camp, in tolerable security. 
Phughed-Hill may bid defiance to all their malice ; and 
what is more amazing, that can scarce be credited by a 
Philadelphian, though nevertheless true, they have suffer- 
ed our men at Roxhury to throw up an intrenchment below 
the George Tavern, and within musket shot of their last 
intrenchment, and have scarce honoured us with a cannon. 
We were last night under some apprehensions of an attack. 
General Ward sent a letter to his Excellency, informing 
him that be had seen, or his people had seen, a number of 
men parading on Bunker's Hill; and our Army was kept 
during the night underarms, in order to give them a genteel 
reception. They have since been seen with their knapsacks 
on their backs, and, from good accounts from Boston, we 
are convinced they have sent a party of men either (which 
is most probable) to re-enforce the garrison at Quebeck, or 
to New-York. Three men-of-war are gone out of the 
harbour, for what purpose we cannot tell. 



sirable that the Members of the House of Commons should 
attend on the first day. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, Sir, your 
most faithful humble servant, North. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF LIVERPOOL. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, and Common 
Council of Liverpool, in the County Palatine of Lancas- 
ter, in Council assembled, transmitted to the Earl ot Dart- 
mouth, one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, Bailiffs, 
and Common Council of Liverpool, in the County Pa- 
latine of Lancaster, in Council assembled. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Truly sensible of the many blessings we enjoy in com- 
mon with the rest of your people under your Majesty's 
mild administration and paternal care, we, your Majesty's 
dutiful and loyal subjects, beg leave to approach the Throne 
with all due respect to your royal person, the most steady 
attachment to the Protestant succession, and the firmest 
zeal for our glorious Constitution, to testify our warmest 
commendations of the wisdom and stability of your Majes- 
ty's councils, which have been directed to allay and put an 
end to the unhappy differences subsisting between Great 
Britain and her Colonies. 

It is with the greatest concern we reflect that the mea- 
sures hitherto pursued to bring our fellow-subjects in Ame- 
rica to a true sense of their duty and interest, have not as 
yet had the desired effect ; but we ardently hope that they 
will very soon be sensible of their errour, and return to a 
due acknowledgment of the power of the British Legis- 
lature ; that the joys of peace and tranquillity may be 
restored, and the hearts of all your Majesty's subjects be 
reunited in the strictest bonds of mutual confidence and 
affection. 

We cannot, however, avoid expressing our abhorrence 
and detestation of all traitorous and rebellious disturbers of 
your Majesty's peace and Government, and assuring your 
Majesty that we shall ever be ready and willing to exert 
our utmost endeavours for the discouragement of all such 
illegal proceedings; and we pray that your Majesty may 
long reign in the hearts and affections of all your subjects, 
and that the Crown of these Realms may descend to your 
latest posterity. 

Given under our common seal, the eleventh day of Sep- 
tember, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 



LORD NORTH TO HIS FRIENDS, SOLICITING THEIR AT- 
TENDANCE IN PARLIAMENT. 

Downing Street, September 11, 1775. 
Sir : Before you receive this letter you will probably 
have seen His Majesty's Proclamation, fixing the meeting 
of Parliament for the despatch of business on the 26th of 
next month. The situation of publick affairs, which has 
made so early a meeting necessary, will bring on very im- 
portant business at the beginning of trie session ; give me 
leave, therefore, to submit to you that it is extremely de- 



AMELIA COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Amelia County, at 
the Court-House, on Monday, September 11, 1775: 

Resolved, That the most cordial thanks of the Inhabi- 
tants of this County are due to John Tabb and John Winn, 
Esquires, for their disinterested and unwearied attention to 
the preservation of the just rights and liberties of the people 
of this Country, by assisting at the General Conventions 
that have been held in the Colony, and that at their own 
private expense, although they have been repeatedly offer- 
ed the cheerful contributions of their constituents for bear- 
ing the expenses of their attendance ; and that all the 
Members of this Committee accordingly wait on the above 
gentlemen with the thanks of the County in general. 

This Committee have never entertained the least doubt 
but that the interiour Counties of this Colony would all . 
of them most cordially, in case the lower Counties, and 
those exposed to the danger of an invasion, should be 
attacked by the Ministerial plunderers who are now doing 
every thing in tbeir power to distress and oppress his Ma- 
jesty's faithful subjects on this Continent, give them every 
assistance and protection in their power, and have there- 
fore hitherto taken it for granted, that, as their humanity 
and their sincere affection for all their fellow-subjects en- 
gaged in the glorious struggle for our dearest rights, could 
not be questioned, formal invitations would be needless; 
but as several of the upper Counties have lately published 
their sentiments on this subject, we think It proper to de- 
clare that we will not be behind them in acts of humanity 



687 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sic, SEPTEMBER, 1775. 



688 



and brotherly affection ; and therefore we do hereby, for 
ou'rselve^and our constituents, most heartily assure our 
friends and countrymen of the lower Counties, that when 
the day of distress may come upon them, and they find it 
necessary to quit their habitations, that we will then receive 
them with the utmost cordiality, and that we will afford t6 
as many of their families as we possibly can, every comfort 
and protection which it may be in our power to give. 

Resolved, That these Proceedings be published in the 
Virginia Gazette. WuiUk1l ArcheR) CAflimoB# 

John Pride, Clerk. 

MEETING OF COMMITTEES OF WILLIAMSBURGH (VIRGINIA) 
DISTRICT. 

On Monday, the I lth day of September, 1775, pursuant 
to the appointment of the Chairman of Elizabeth City, the 
Deputies for the several Counties, and the City of Wil- 
liamsburgh, within that District, appeared at the Court- 
House of the said City, and produced Certificates, under 
the hands, of the Clerks of the Committees of the several 
Counties, and the City of Williamsburgh, of their deputa- 
tion to. represent the several Committees in the General 
Committee for the said District. 

The Deputies, being so assembled, proceeded to the 
choice of a Chair/nan, and appointed Robert Carter Nicho- 
las, Esquire, to that office. Present : 

Robert C. Nicholas, Esquire, Chairman. 

For Elizabeth City County : William Roscoe, Wilson 
Curie, John Gary, Cary Selden, and Miles King, Gen- 
tlemen, , 
For the County of Warwick : William Harwood, Wil- 
liam Langhome, Richard Cary, and Hind Russell, 
Gentlenien. 
For the County of York: Corbin Griffin, Rev. Robert 
Andrews, and William Eaton, Gentlemen, and Mr. 
William Diggs, in the room of Hugh Nelson, Esq. 
For the County of James City : Robert C. Nicholas, 
Williarrp Norvel, Nathaniel Bur well, and Champion 
Travis, Gentlemen. 
For Charles, Citx County : William Acrill, William 
Edloe, and William Green Mumford, Gentlemen, and 
Mr- Sqrniiel Harwood, in the room of Benjamin Harri- 
son, Esquire. 
For New-Kent County : Bartholomew Dandridge, John 
Armistgad, and George Webb, Gentlemen, and Mr. 
Richard Allen, in room of Burwell Bassett, Esq. 
For the City of Williamsburgh : Messrs. John Dixon, 
and James Cocke, in the room of Benjamin Waller, 
Esquire. 

William Russell, Gentleman, appointed Clerk of this 
Committee, 

Then the Committee proceeded to the choice of Officers 
in the Regular service for this District, and nominated the 
following gentlemen : 

George Nicholas, Esq., Captain ; Mr. Beverly Dickson, 
First Lieutenant; Mr. Thomas Russell, Second Lieuten- 
ant, and Mr. Merritt Moore, Ensign. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Officers so 
appointed, to proceed with the utmost expedition to enlist, 
within this District, one Company of Regulars, to consist 
of sixty-eight men, rank and file ; that they rendezvous with 
the said Company in the City of Williamsburgh, when 
enlisted, until further orders of the Committee of Safety. 

Tuesday, September 12, 1775. 

The Committee proceeded to take under their considera- 
tion the proper arrangement of Minute-Men, to be enlisted 
in this District, in pursuance of an Ordinance of the Gene- 
ral Convention, and came to the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That there be enlisted in the County of 
Elizabeth City, one Company of 50 men ; in the County 
of York, two Companies of 50 men each ; in the County 
of James City, one Company of 50 men ; in the County of 
New-Kent, two Companies of 50 men each ; in the County 
of Charles City, two Companies of 50 men each ; and in 
the City of Williamsburgh, one Company of 50 men, to be 
commanded by their proper Officers. 

The following gentlemen were then appointed Officers : 

Champion Travis, Esquire, Colonel of the Battalion ; 



Hugh Nelson, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel ; and Samuel 
Howard, Esquire, Major. 

Mr. John Cary, Captain of the Company to be raised 
in Elizabeth City; Mr. John King, Lieutenant ; and Mr. 
Joseph Selden, Jun., Ensign." 

Mr. Richard Cary, Captain of the Company to be raised 
in Warwick County; Mr. Thomas Haynes, Lieutenant; 
and Mr. Josiah Messenburg, Ensign. 

Mr. William S. Sclater, Captain of one of the Compa- 
nies to be raised in York County; Mr. CaUohiTl Minnis, 
Jun., Lieutenant; and Mr. Edward Howard, Ensign. 

Mr. William Goosley, Captain of the other Company to 
be raised in York County; Mr. Thomas Harwood, Lieu- 
tenant ; and Mr. Frederick Bryan, Ensign. 

Mr. John Walker, Captain of the Company to be raised 
in James City; Mr. William Johnson, Lieutenant; and 
Mr. Henry Brown, Ensign. 

Mr. Furnea Southall, Captain of one of the Companies 
to be raised in Charles City; Mr. Edward Marrable, Lieu- 
tenant; and Mr. John Bell, Ensign. ' 

John Tyler, Esquire, Captain of the other Company for 
Charles City; Mr. Stith Hardyman, Lieutenant ; and 
Peter Dunn, Ensign. 

Mr. Thomas Massie, Captain of one of the Companies 
to be raised in New-Kent; Mr. Henry Finch, Lieutenant ; 
and Mr. Samuel Manning, Ensign. 

Mr. Andrew Anderson, Captain of the other Company 
to be raised in New-Kent ; Mr. Walter Hopkins, Lieuten- 
ant ; and Mr. William Armistead, Jun., Ensign. 

Mr. Robert Anderson, Captain of the Company to be 
raised in the City of Williamsburgh ; Mr. Humphrey Har- 
wood, Lieutenant ; and Mr. Wiuiam Rosway, Ensign. 

Resolved, That Mr. James Bray Johnson, Gentleman, 
be appointed Commissary of Musters for this District. 

Resolved, That the general place of rendezvous for the 
Battalion of this District be in the neighbourhood of the 
City of Williamsburgh. 

Resolved, That publick notice be given to such persons 
as may be willing to contract for supplying the Battalions 
of this District with necessary Provisions, by the Chairman 
of this Committee, in writing; and that the said Chairman, 
together with the Members of James City, York, and 
Williamsburgh, or any six of them, do in the mean time, 
as occasion may require, contract with proper persons to 
supply any Company or Detachment of Minute-Men who 
may, upon any emergency, be called out to actual service. 

ft being represented to this Committee, that a number 
of Field-Pieces have been lately brought to the City of 
Williamsburgh, and the Committee being of opinion that 
it is necessary the same should be properly mounted and 
taken care of, offer it as their opinion, to the Committee 
of Safety, that a proper person be appointed for that pur- 
pose; and take the liberty of recommending Mr. William 
Finnie, as a gentleman who hath distinguished himself by 
his activity and zeal in the cause of the Country. 

Ordered, That the Committee be adjourned to such day 
as the Chairman may think fit to call them for their reassem- 

°" Robert C. Nicholas, Chairman. 

William Russell, Clerk of Committee. 

meeting of freeholders and freemen of prince 
george's county, Maryland. 

At a meeting of a great number of the Freeholders and 
other Freemen of Prince George's County, Maryland, at 
the Court-House in Upper-Marlborough, on the second 
Tuesday of September, 1775, for the purpose of electing a 
Committee of Observation and Delegates for the said 
County, according to the Resolves of the late Provincial 
Convention, 

The proceedings of the said Convention were read and 
approved, and the following persons were, by the said 
Freeholders and Freemen, elected a Committee of Obser- 
vation for the said County, for the term of one year from 
the day aforesaid, to wit : 

Colonel Joseph Sim, Thomas Contee, Dr. Leonard Hol- 
liday, Captain William Bowie, Thomas Gantt, Jun., Al- 
exander Howard Magruder, Thomas Truman, David 
Crauford, William Beanes, John Rogers, Benjamin Hall 
(son of Francis,)' Thomas Sim Lee, Addison Murdock 
John Contee, Robert Tyler, William Turner Wootton] 
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Edward Hall, (son of Henry,) Jeremiah Magruder, Rich- 
ard Bennett Hall, James Mullikin, Richard Duckett, Jun., 
Thomas Williams, Abraham Boyd, Basil Waring, 3d, 
Colonel Joshua Beall, Walter Williams, George Lee, 
Enoch Magruder, Henry Rozer, Josias Beall, William 
Lyles, Jun., Thomas Dent, and William Digges. 

And the following persons were, by the said Freeholders 
and Freemen, chosen Delegates for the said County, for 
the said term of one year from the day aforesaid, to wit : 

Colonel Joseph Sim, Josias BeaU, Thomas Contee, 
John Rogers, and Robert Tyler, with such power and 
authority as specified and contained in the said Resolves. 

Ordered, That the foregoing proceedings be published 
in the Maryland Gazette, 

Signed per order : Hugh Lyon, Clerk Com. 



PRINCE GEORGE S COUNTY. 

At a meeting, this 12th day of September, 1775, of the 
following gentlemen of the Committee of Observation for 
the County aforesaid, to wit : John Rogers, Robert Tyler, 
A. H. Magruder, Enoch Magruder, William Lyles, Jun., 
William Beanes, Thomas Williams, Edward Hall, Colonel 
Joseph Sim, Colonel Joshua BeaU, Abraham Boyd, Wal- 
ter Williams, Thomas Contee, Basil Waring, 3d, James 
Mullikin, Benjamin Hall, (son of Francis,) William Tur- 
ner Wootton, John Contee, Thomas Gantt, Jun., Richard 
Bennett Hall, Addison Murdock, Thomas Sim Lee, Da- 
vid Crauford, Josias Beall, and Leonard Holliday, were 
the following proceedings, to wit : 

Levin Covington, Robert Bowie, and John Hawkins 
Lowe, were appointed to enrol a Company of Minute-Men 
each, in the County aforesaid ; and the Committee ap- 
pointed Colonel Joshua Beall and Colonel Joseph Sim, or 
either of them, to view the Companies of Minute-Men to 
be raised by the persons above nominated. 

The following persons were appointed to be a Commit- 
tee of Correspondence for the said County, to wit: Thomas 
Sim Lee, Benjamin Hall, (son of Francis,) David Crau- 
ford, Addison Murdock, and John Contee. 

The following persons were appointed to be a Commit- 
tee for licensing suits, agreeable to the Resolves of the late 
Provincial Convention, to wit: David Crauford, Addison 
Murdock, John Contee, William Beanes, William Bowie, 
Benjamin Hall, (son of Francis,) and William Turner 
Wootton. 

And the following persons were appointed to receive all 
voluntary contributions hereafter to be made in the said 
County, according to a Resolve of the said Convention, to 
wit : Thomas Gantt, Jun., Samuel Chew Hepburn, Tho- 
mas Duckett, William Murdock, and Luke Marbury. 

Ordered, That the proceedings aforesaid be published 
in the Maryland Gazette. 

The Committee then adjourned till Thursday, the 28th 
this instant, . 

Signed per order : Hugh Lyon, Clerk Com. 



thousand effective men in this Government associated and 
determined to defend their just rights and liberties with 
their lives and fortunes. 



DELAWARE COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

On Monday, the 11th of September, 1775, the Council 
of Safety for this Colony met by appointment, at Dover, 
in the County of Kent, and unanimously chose John Mc- 
Kinley, Esq., President, and James Sykes, Esq., Secretary. 

The Council continued to sit six days, and, amid a great 
many useful measures for protecting and defending the 
Country, proceeded to regulate the Militia of the several 
Counties, consisting of nine Battalions ; three of which, in 
Newcastle County, under the respective commands of 
Colonels John McKinley, TJiomas Cooch, and Richard 
Cantwell, Esquires, were formed into one Brigade, under 
Brigadier-General .John McKinley, Esq. ; two in Kent 
County, under the respective commands of Colonels Ccesar 
Rodney and John Haslet, and the Western Battalion of 
Sussex County, were formed into a second Brigade, under 
Brigadier-General Ccesar Rodney, Esq. ; and the remain- 
ing three Battalions, under fiie respective commands of 
Colonels John Dagworihy, David Hall, and Jacob Moore, 
Esquires, were formed into a third Brigade, under Briga- 
dier-General John Dagworihy, Esq. Commissions were 
made out for all the officers, and the seniority and com- 
mand of each precisely ascertained. There are about five 



bucks county (Pennsylvania) committee. 

In Committee, Bucks County, September II, 1775. 

Thomas Smith, appearing before the Committee, volun- 
tarily executed the following acknowledgment and decla- 
ration, viz : 

"As I have been charged before the Committee for having 
uttered expressions derogatory to the Continental Congress, 
invidious to a particular denomination of Christians, and 
tending to impede the opposition of my countrymen to 
Ministerial oppression, I do hereby declare myself heartily 
sorry for my imprudent expressions, and do sincerely 
promise for the future to coincide with every measure 
prosecuted for the redress of American grievances; so far as 
is consistent with the religious principles of the society to 
which I belong. "Thomas Smith." 

Voted, That this be considered as a sufficient satisfaction 
for his misconduct. 

The Members of the Committee are desired to be par- 
ticular in their attendance at the house of John Bogart, the 
9th of October, at ten o'clock in the morning. By order 
of the Committee : 

Henry Wynkoop, Clerk of Committee. 

militia officers of the first three companies of 
huntington, suffolk county, new-york. 

Committee Chamber, Huntington, September II, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The following are the names of the gen- 
tlemen who have been chosen Militia Officers in Hunting- 
ton, Suffolk County, New- York, agreeable to the recom- 
mendations of the Provincial Congress, viz: 

John Wickes, Captain ; Epenetus Conkling, First Lieu- 
tenant; Jonah Wood, Second Lieutenant; Ebenezer Prime 
Wood, Ensign. 

Jesse Brush, Captain ; Jonathan Titus, First Lieutenant; 
Philip Conkling, Second Lieutenant ; Joseph Titus, 
Ensign. 

Timothy Carll, Captain ; Gilbert Fleet, First Lieuten- 
ant; Joel Scuddey, Second Lieutenant ;*Nathaniel Buffet, 
Jr., Ensign. 

There is one Company in the south part of this Township 
which have not yet chosen their Officers, for whiqh we are 
very sorry that we cannot make a return of their names 
with the above; but as we expect the choice wilfsoon be 
made, shall make a return of the same as soon as possible. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient and humble 

servants. By order : rr. nr ™ • 

J Ihomas Wickes, Chairman. 

To the Committee of Safety in New- York. 
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COMMITTEE OF WESTCHESTER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

White Plains, September 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen: None of the inhabitants of the Manor of 
Fordham or West-Farms having appeared to support the 
allegations of their petition, the consideration of which you 
referred to us, we have appointed a Sub-Committee 1 to 
inquire into the matter, and report to us, at our next 
meeting, how they find the case circumstanced. 

Complaints having been made to this Committee that an 
Independent Company is now forming in this County, and 
that the person who is most active about raising a Com- 
pany expects a commission from the Committee of Safety 
this week, we are "induced to request that no commissions 
for Independent Companies may be given out for this Coun- 
ty, as it will make the raising of Minute Companies ex- 
ceedingly difficult, if not impossible, and put the County 
into great confusion. 3~ ■ 

We enclose you the affidavit of Mr. WHliamT>iadley, 
one of our Committee, a man of unblemished character, 
respecting the conduct of John Cock, who was chosen ;a 
Captain by the inhabitants of the Yonkers. Affidavits will 
also be forwarded, as soon as possible, of Mr. Coc¥s speak- 
ing very disrespectfully of the Congress. 

If the Committee of Safety are of opinion that it is 
improper to give' Mr. Cock a commission, we'-'submit 
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whether it will not be necessary to acquaint those of our 
body who live in the Yonkers therewith, that they may 
proceed to a new election. 

' We enclose a list of the Field-Officers nominated by the 
Committee of this County, which we beg leave to recom- 
mend to the Provincial Congress as persons properly 
qualified for the several places for which they are nominated. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants. By 
order of the Committee : 

Gilbert Drake, Chairman. 

To John Haring, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Safety at New-York. 



FIELD-OFFICERS NOMINATED BY THE COMMITTEE OF WEST- 
CHESTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

First Regiment : Joseph Drake, Colonel ; James Ham- 
mond, Lieutenant-Colonel; Moses Drake, First Major; 
Jonathan G. Graham, Second Major ; Abraham Emmons, 
Adjutant; Theophilus Barton, Jun., Quartermaster. 

Second Regiment : Thomas Thomas, Colonel ; Gilbert 
Budd, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Ebcnezer Lockwood, First 
Major; Thaddeus Crane, Second Major; Jonathan G. 
•Tompkins, Adjutant ; John Thomas, 3d, Quartermaster. 

Third Regiment : Pierre Van Cortlandt, Colonel ; 
Gilbert Drake, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Joseph Strang, First 
Major ; Ebenezer Purdy, Second Major ; John Cooley, 
Adjutant ; Isaac Norton, Quartermaster. 

A List of the Officers chosen in the several Districts of the 
South Battalion of Westchester County, (except 
. Westchester.) 

For Yonkehsi John Cock, Captain; William Beits, 
First Lieutenant; John Warner, Second Lieutenant; Jacob 
Post, Ensign. [New officers to be chosen for this Com- 
pany.] 

For Eastchester: Stephen Snedch, Captain ; Thomas 
Pinkney, First Lieutenant ; Daniel Sening, Second Lieu- 
tenant; William Pinkney, Ensign. 

For New-Rochelle and Manor of Pelham : Joseph 
Drake, Captain ; James Willis, First Lieutenant ; David 
Guion, Second Lieutenant. 

For the UppeP Company, Philipsburgh : Abraham 
Leden, Captain ; Benjamin Brown, First Lieutenant ; 
John Relyea, Second Lieutenant ; John Oakly, (son of 
Isaac,') Ensign. 

For trje ^farrytown Company, Philjpsburgh: Abra- 
ham Storm, Captain ; George Combs, First Lieutenant ; 
Joseph Appleby, Second Lieutenant ; Nathaniel Underhill, 
Ensign; 

For the East Company, Philipsburgh : David Davids, 
Captain ; Benjamin Vermilya, First Lieutenant ; Gilbert 
Dean, Second Lieutenant; Gabriel Requan, Ensign. 

For the Lower Company, Philipsburgh : Isaac Ver- 
milya, Captain ; Israel Honeywell, First Lieutenant ; 
Dennis Lent, Second Lieutenant ; Hendrick Odell, Ensign. 

A List of the Officers chosen in the several Districts of the 
Middle Battalion, Westchester County. 

For Mamarqneck and Rye, except the upper end of 
Kingstreet: Robert Bloomer, Captain; Alexander Hunt, 
First Lieutenant ; Ezekiel Halstead, Second Lieutenant ; 
Daniel "Horton, Ensign. 

For Searsdale, White Plains, and Brown's Point: 
Joshua Hatfield, Captain ; James Verrian, First Lieuten- 
ant ; Anthony Miller, Second Lieutenant; John, Falconer , 
Ensign. 

For, Harrison's Precinct and the upper end of King- 
street : Henry Dusinberry, Captain ; Lyon Miller, First 
Lieutenant; Caleb Paulding Horton, Second Lieutenant; 
Gilbert Dusinberry, Ensign. 

For the East Company, Northcastle: Benoni Piatt, 
Captain ; David Hobby, First Lieutenant; Abrm. Knapp, 
Second Lieutenant ; Jonathan Guion, Ensign. 

For the South Company, Northcastle : Benjamin 
Ogden, Captain ; Jeremiah Hunter, First Lieutenant ; 
Caleb Merritt, Jun., Second Lieutenant ; James Brundige, 
Ensign. -'--■" --"- :: -~ - 

In Northcastle, North Company, there were not persons 



sufficient in number who had signed the Association to make 
officers of; so that nothing was done. 

For Bedford, Eastern District: Lewis McDonald, 
Jun., Captain; James Miller, First Lieutenant; Henry 
Lord, Second Lieutenant ; Jesse Miller, Ensign. 

For Bedford, Western District : Eli Seely, Captain ; 
Hezekiah Grey, First Lieutenant; Ephraim Raymond,, 
Second Lieutenant ; Gabriel Higgins, Ensign. 

For Poundridge i Joseph Lqckwood, Captain ; Noah 
Bouton, First Lieutenant ; William Fansher, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Gilbert Reynolds, Ensign. 

For Salem, Southern District; Abijah Gilbert, Captain; 
Jacob Halt, First Lieutenant ; Sands Raymond, Second 
Lieutenant; Joseph Coley, Ensign. 

For Salem, Northern District: Thaddeus Crane, Cap- 
tain ; Jesse Truesdale, First Lieutenant ; Ezekiel Hal/ey, 
Second Lieutenant; Ebcnezer Brown, Ensign. 

A List of the Officers chosen in the several Districts of the 
North Battalion. Westchester County. 

For Manor of Cortlandt, the District late command- 
ed by Francis Lent: James Kronkhyte, Captain; Abra- 
ham Lamb, First Lieutenant ; Staats De Grote, Second 
Lieutenant; David Penore, Ensign. 

For the District late commanded by Barton Underhill: 
Gilbert Van Cortlandt, Captain; Daniel Hains, First 
Lieutenant; James Taller, Second Lieutenant; Haramanus 
Gardinier, Ensign. 

For the District late commanded by Jeremiah Drake : 
Gilbert Lockwood, Captain ; John Drake, First Lieuten- 
ant; Joshua Drake, Second Lieutenant; Peter Carman, 
Ensign. 

For the District late commanded by Joseph Strang: 
John Hyatt, Captain; John Drake, First Lieutenant; 
Obadiah Purdy, Second Lieutenant; Joseph Horton, 
Ensign. 

For the District late commanded by Ebenczer Theall: 
Andrew Brown, Captain ; Samuel Haight, First Lieuten- 
ant; John Crissey Miller, Second Lieutenant; Solomon 
Purdy, Ensign. 

For the Northern Division of the District late command- 
ed by Levi Bailey: Nathaniel Delavar, Captain; Thomas ' 
Nkolls, Jun., First Lieutenant ; Titus Runnels, Second 
Lieutenant ; Abraham Purdy, Ensign. 

For the South Division of the same District : Gideon 
Selah, Captain ; Samuel Lawrence, First Lieutenant ; 
Caleb Hobby, Second Lieutenant ; Abraham Todd, En- 
sign. 

The Company commanded by David Montross refused 
to choose officers. 

RECANTATION OF WILLIAM WHETEN, 

Stamford, September 11, 1775. 

Whereas I, the subscriber, being this day apprehended 
for being an enemy jo my Country, and for being guilty 
of damning the honourable the Continental Congress, and 
all other friends to American liberty ; likewise for holding 
meetings detrimental to the laws, liberty, and honour of 
American freedom ; for which I do humbly and heartily 
beg forgiveness of God, and all friends to American lib- 
erty. And I do hereby promise, before God and my 
Country, to aid and assist in apprehending any person or 
persons that are supposed to be enemies to American lib- 
erty, and to do all in my power to suppress any such 
enemies, and to give the most secret and quick information 
against any enemy that I shall know of, convened, or con- 
vening on any such occasion, against the good of my 
Country. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, the 
day and date above written ; and this I desire to be trans- 
mitted to the publick prints. TI7 „ T 

r r William Wheten. 



ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF MINUTE-MEN AND REGULARS FOR 
CAROLINE, SPOTTSYLVANIA, KING GEORGE, AND STAFFORD 
COUNTIES, VIRGINIA. 

* Spottsylvania, September 12, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Select Committee for the District of 
this County, the Counties of Caroline, Stafford, and King 
George, the following Officers were elected : 
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Regulars. 
William Taliaferro, Captain ; John Willis, First Lieu- 
tenant; Seymour Hooe, Second Lieutenant; Benjamin 
Holmes, Ensign. 

Minute-Men. 

Hugh Mercer, Colonel ; Mordecai Buckner, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Robert Johnson, Major. 

For Caroline : Thomas Lomax, Samuel Hawes, and 
Tlwmas Robinson, Captains ; William Lindsay, Richard 
Taylor, and James Bankhead, Lieutenants; James Up- 
shaiv, Thomas Bucknor, and William Wolfolk, Ensigns. 

For Spottsylvania : Lewis Willis, George StubbeU 
field, and Oliver Towels, Captains ; Robert Carter Page, 
Larkin Chew, and Francis Taliaferro, Lieutenants; Hen- 
ry Bartlett, Robert Dudley, and Winslow Parker, En- 
signs. 

For King George : John Taliaferro, Jun., and An- 
drew Buchannan, Captains ; Francis Conway and Walter 
Vowell, Lieutenants ; Reuben Briscoe and James Hard, 
Ensigns. 

For Stafford : Townshend Dade and William Wash- 
ington, Captains ; William G. Stuart and Thomas Fitz- 
httgh, Lieutenants ; William Fitzhugh and John Mount- 
joy, Ensigns. 

Joseph Robinson, Commissary of Musters; Charles 
Washington, Commissary. 

The Committee of the County, to express their appro- 
bation of the appointment of Colonel Mercer, and to pay a 
tribute justly due to the noble and patriotic^ conduct which 
that gentleman has uniformly pursued since the commence- 
ment of our disputes with the Mother Country, which was 
so strikingly displayed on that occasion, entered into the 
following Resolve : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee be pre- 
sented to Colonel Hugh Mercer, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Battalion of Minute-Men in the District of this Coun- 
ty, the Counties of Caroline, Stafford, and King George ; 
expressing the high sense of the importance to the Coun- 
try of his appointment to that station, and our acknowledg- 
ments of his publick spirit, in sacrificing his private interest 
to the service of his Country. 

Alexander Dick, Clerk. 



Resolved, That Charles Carroll of Carrollton, B. T. B. 
Worthington, Captain William Hyde, Matthias Ham* 
mond, and Dr. Richard Tootcll, be a Committee of Cor- 
respondence for this County, for the said term of one year. 

Signed by order : Gabriel Duvall, Clerk. 



MEETING OF INHABITANTS OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY AND 
CITY OF ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND. 

Annapolis, September 14, 1775. 
At a meeting of a number of the Inhabitants of Anne 
Arundel County and City of Annapolis, at the said City, 
on Tuesday, the 12th of September, 1775, present: Eight 
Members of the late Convention ; Charles Carroll, Bar- 
rister, in the Chair ; Gabriel Duvall, Clerk. 

Resolved, That Samuel Chase, Thomas Johnson, Jun., 
John Hall, William Paca, B. T. B. Worthington, Mat- 
thias Hammond, Charles Carroll, Barrister, Charles Car- 
roll of Carrollton, Captain William Hyde, Rezin Ham- 
mond, John Bullen, Dr. Richard Tootell, John Weems, 
Joseph Galloway, Stephen Steward, John Thomas, Tho- 
mas Tillard, Marmaduke Wyvill, Thomas Watkins, Sen., 
Richard Harioood, Jun., Thomas Watkins, Jun., Thomas 
Dorsey, John Dorsey, Dr. Ephraim Howard, John Dor- 
sey, (son of Michael.) Edward Gaither, Jun., Caleb Dor- 
sey, Richard Stringer, Dr. Charles Alexander Warfield, 
John Burgess, John Davis, Benjamin Howard, Elijah 
Robinson, and Thomas Hammond, or any seven or more 
of them, be, and they are hereby, appointed a Committee 
of Observation for the County, for the term of one year. 
- Resolved, That Charles Carroll, Barrister, Thomas - 
Johnson, Jun., Samuel Chase, William Paca, and* Charles 
Carroll of Carrollton, Esq., or any three or more of them, 
be Delegates to represent this County in Convention, for 
the said term of one year. 



ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Annapolis, Wednesday, Sept. 13, 1775 : 
Resolved, That Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Brice T. 
B. Worthington, Captain William Hyde, Matthias Ham- 
mond, Dr. Rkhard Tootell, John Bullen, and John Tho- 
mas, be a Committee to license suits in this County, during 
the term of one year. 



MEETING OF INHABITANTS OF CALVERT COUNTY, MARYLAND. 
Calvert County, Maryland, September 12, 1775. 

At a meeting of a number of the Inhabitants of the said 
County, at their Court-House, were present: Five Mem- 
bers of the late Convention ; Edward Gantt in the Chair; 
William Hickman, Jun., Clerk. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Richard Parran, Benjamin 
Mackall, Samuel Hanse, Edward Reynolds, William 
Lyles, Walter Smith, Charles Graham, John Turner, 
James Height, Dr. James Gray, Dr. Edward Johnson, 
Kenzey Jones, Joseph Wilkinson, Rev. Thomas John 
Clagett, Benjamin Mackall, 4th, or any seven of them, be 
and are hereby appointed a Committee of Observation for 
the said County, for the term of one year. 
, Resolved, That Messrs. Edward Gantt, Alexander So- 
merville, Patrick Sim Smith, Benjamin Mackall, 4th, and 
William Allen, or any three or more of them, be Delegates 
to represent this County in Convention. 

In Committee, Monday, September 18, 1775. 
Resolved, That Benjamin Mackall, Esq., Walter Smith, 
Edward Reynolds, Samuel Hanse, James Height, Rich- 
ard Parran, and Kenzey Jones, be a Committee to license 
suits in this County. 

Resolved, That Benjamin Mackall, Esq., Rev. Thomas 
J. Clagett, Charles Graham, Edward Reynolds, and Ben- 
jamin Mackall, 4th, be a Committee of Correspondence. 

MEETING OF INHABITANTS OF THE LOWER DISfRfCt* OF 
FREDERICK COUNTY, MARYLAND. " 

Frederick County, September 16, 1775. 
Agreeable to the recommendations of the Provincial 
Convention, the Freemen of the Lower District of Frede- 
rick County met at Charles Hungerford's on the 12ti.of 
this instant, and voted in the following gentlemen is a 
Committee of Observation : Captain Henry Griffith, ~Dr. 
Sprigg Wootton, Zadock Magruder, Thomas Crarjiphin, 
Samuel W. Magruder, George Beall, Jun., John Mur- 
dock, Richard Brooke, Charles Griffith, Allen Bowie, 
Robert Owen, William Luckett, Jonathan Wilson, TZd- 
ward Burgess, Gerard Brisco, Francis Deakins, and Ar- 
chibald Orme. 

Dr. Wootton, from the great extent of his private busi- 
ness, declined serving as a Delegate. Captajn Griffith 
likewise declined. Mr. Richard Brooke declared his in- 
tention of standing the poll. Captain Griffith, from the 
solicitations of the people, was induced to offer his service. 
A box being prepared, the people were desired to give in 
their ballots, when a very large majority appearing for 
Captain Griffith, Mr. Brooke closed the poll, and Captain 
Griffith was declared elected. 

The Comniittee then met, and appointed Captain Hen- 
ry Griffith, Dr. Sprigg Wootton, Zadock Magruder, 
Thomas Cramphin, Jun., Samuel W. Magruder, John 
Murdock, and Allen Bowie, a Committee for licensing 
suits, and Dr. Wootton and John Murdock a Committee 
of Correspondence. 

The Committee for licensing suits in the Lower District 
will meet on the first and third Mo?idays in every month, 
at Hungerford's Tavern, by ten of the clock in the fore- 

Simon Nichols, Clerk. 



MEETING OF INHABITANTS OF CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND. 

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of Charles County, at 
the Court-House in Port Tobacco Town, on Tuesday, the 
12th day of September, 1775, Daniel Jenifer, John Dent, 
Robert T. Hooe', William Smallwood, Samuel Hanson, (son 
of Samuel,) John H. Stone, and WUliam Harrison, Mem- 
bers of the late Convention, attended, when the people 
proceeded to choose thirty-two persons for a Committee of 
Observation, agreeable to a Resolve of the late Provincial 
Convention, and the following gentlemen were elected, to 
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wit : Francis Ware, Josias Hawkins, William Smallwood, 
George Dent, Robert T. Hooe, Samuel Hanson, Jun., 
Benjamin Philpot, John Marshall, Kenemin Truman Stod- 
dart, Gustavus R. Brovm, John Dent, Thomas Harris, 
Thomas Hanson Marshall, Zephaniah Turner, Richard 
Barns, Joseph H. Harrison, John H. Stone, William 
Harrison, Thomas Simms, Warren Dent, Samuel Love, 
Bennett Dyson, Joshua Saunders, Richard Speake, Tho- 
mas Stone, Alexander McPherson, Jun., Samuel Hanson 
of Samuel, Walter II. Jenifer, Robert Sinnett, Daniel 
Jenifer, Charles S. Smith, and Henry Smith Hawkins, 
or atiy ggvell of more of them, to be a Committee of Ob- 
servation for this County, for the term of one year. 

And immediately after the said election, the following 
five gentlemen were chosen, by ballot, to represent this 
County in Provincial Convention, for the term of one year : 
William Smallwood, Francis Ware, Josias Hawkins, Tho- 
mas Stone, and Robert T. Hooe. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Charles County, on 
Wejfnesday, the 27th of September, William Smallwood, 
Esq., in the Chair, and John Quinn Clerk, Messrs. Wil- 
liam Smallwood, Francis Ware, Josias Hawkins, George 
Dent, Samuel Hanson, Jun., John Dent, and Warren 
Dent, were chosen, by ballot, to license suits in this Coun- 
ty, agreeable to an order of the late Convention ; and 
Messrs, Rpbjejrt T. Hooe, Daniel Jenifer, John H. Stone, 
Walter H. Jenifer, and Zephaniah Turner, were chosen 
a Comrnjjtee of Correspondence. 

[ . , Kl. the. same time, the Committee appointed Messrs. 
ttobert £\Jlpqe, Samuel Love, and Samuel Hanson, to 
rffSMfe gifts and contributions, agreeable to a Resolve of 
the Pro vinciaT Convention, 

Resolved, That this Committee unanimously accord to 
the. Resolution? of the late Provincial Convention, held at 
Ayinapolis the 2Gth day of July last, and will, so far forth 
as Res in their power, carry the same into execution. 

^fiereas_psj numbers of executions have issued, and 
lnSy^onftnueto issue, oil judgments obtained against many 
of the inhabitatits of this County, to the great vexation of 
soAtg'anrtriim of others, who have it not in their power to 
pay their just debts at this time of general stoppage to our 
trade, when their effects would not command money at 
half value, vyere they offered at publick or private sale ; 
andjis much distress, disorder, and ruin, may happen be- 
fore the Provincial Convention can have the particular 
situation of .th is County under their consideration, and grant 
lelief, we think it our duty, in the mean time, to apply such 
remedjes, for the ease and quiet of the people, as seem to 
us most just and reasonable : Therefore, 

Resolved, That where executions are already served, 
and the .dojjjpr? cannot pay the debt or supersede, of which 
fh§ Corn™R|ee ;{!s fpr licensing suits shall judge, the debtor 
Ought then to "offer the creditor the best security in his 
iJower, before the aforesaid Committee, which if the creditor 
mireasftfiably refuse, they are then to direct the Sheriff of the 
County to enlarge the debtor, at the risk of the creditor. 

That the ; Committee for licensing suits immediately give 
notice to the. Sheriff, to return all such executions as he has 
not already^ served, to the creditors or persons who put 
them into hi s hands, and desire them to order a return of 
ColinieripOTg tnereon, unless they can show cause to the said 
Commjt'^why, without oppression, they may be served. 

Tha't^t b'f recommended to the Clerk of this County, to 
deliver no execution on any judgment already obtained, 
without. leave of the Committee aforesaid ; that if any exe- 
cution, on judgment obtained in the Provincial Court, 
sTiouJd hereafter come to the hands of the Sheriff, he is" 
hereby desired not to serve the same, but give notice to 
the creditor or creditors, or person or persons, who put the 
same Mo .his hands, to countermand, or appear, as afore- 
said, and show cause why, without oppression, such exe- 
cution may be served. 

Signed Toy order : John Gwinn, Clerk. 

MILITIA OFFICERS OP THE LOWER PRECINCT, ORANGE 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

At a general training of the Precinct of Orange, were 
chosen Field-Officers and others, according to recommen- 
dation of Congress : 



Abraham Lent, Colonel ; Johannes David Blawvelt, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Johannes Joseph Blawvelt, Major ; 
Jacobus De Clark, Adjutant ; Isaac Perry, Quartermaster. 

Southern Company : Johannes Joseph Blaivvclt, Cap- 
tain ; James Lent, First Lieutenant ; James Smith, Second 
Lieutenant; Hendrick V. D. L. Verbryck, Ensign. 

Northern Company : Isaac Smith, Captain ; Johannes 
Isaac Blawvelt, First Lieutenant ; William Sickles, Second 
Lieutenant ; Lambert Smith, Ensign. 

Eastern Company : Johannes Bell, Captain ; John 
Sitcher, First Lieutenant ; William Graham, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Daniel Onderdonk, Ensign. 



RETURN OF MILITIA OFFICERS IN BEEKMAN S PRECINCT, 
ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

Beekman's Precinct, September 12, 1775. 

Agreeable to the resolves of the Congress, the Commit- 
tee of this Precinct has waited upon several Captains, De 
Long, Emaugh, and Vincent, who all refused to call their 
several Companies on the occasion, upon which we gave 
them proper notice by advertising. And on the days ap- 
pointed waited upon the several Companies, when the fol- 
lowing persons were made choice of, viz : 

Captain Johannes De Long's Beat met the 2d of Sep- 
tember: Cornelius Van Wyck, Captain ; Daniel Laiorence, 
First Lieutenant ; Martin Cornwall, Second Lieutenant ; 
Nathaniel Cary, Ensign. 

Captain George Emaugh's Beat met the 6th of Septem- 
ber: William Clark, Captain; Jonathan Dennis, First 
Lieutenant ; Daniel Uhl, Second Lieutenant ; Francis 
West, Ensign. 

Captain Joseph Harris's Beat met the 7th of Septem- 
ber: Joseph Reynolds, Captain; Nathaniel Smith, First 
Lieutenant; John Lossee, Jun., Second Lieutenant; Peter 
Harris, Ensign. 

Captain Michael Vincent's Beat met the 8th of Sep- 
tember : Israel Vail, Captain ; Jesse Oakley, First Lieu- 
tenant; ExUvard Adams, Second Lieutenant; Stephen 
Forgarson, Ensign. 

The above persons being duly elected for officers, we 
recommend and return them accordingly ; and remain, Gen- 
tlemen, your very humble servants. By order of the Com- 
mittee : Charles Platt. 

RETURN OF MILITIA OFFICERS IN JOHN BEDEL^'s COMPANY, 
DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the Militia under the command of Cap- 
tain John Bedell, the 12th of September, 1775, the persons 
here undernamed were chosen as Militia officers, out of the 
said Company, by eighteen persons, who are the number 
in the Company that have signed the Association; the 
remainder of the Company, including officers, being against 
the measures recommended by Congress, for regulating the 
Militia, voted universally for old officers, who hold their 
commissions under Government, (the names of whom you 
have also hereunto annexed.) 

Andrew Hill, Captain ; Cornelius Brinckerhojf', First 
Lieutenant; Francis Way, Jun., Second Lieutenant; 
Abraham La Doux, Ensign. 

Henry Schenck, 
Wm. Van Wyck, 
Persons who presided at the election. 

Names of persons opposed to the measures recommended 
by Congress, for regulating the Militia, in John 
Bedell's Company, viz: 

John Bedell, Nathaniel Weeks, John Cary, 

Johannes Scut, Stephen Weeks, Ambrose Latting, 

Francis Hasbrook, Frederick, Maybee, Jacobus Dorlin, 

John V. Nostraudt, Matthew Cure, Abraham Garrison, 

G. V. Nostrandt, Samuel Cure, Abraham Purdy, 

James Way, Matthew Buys, John Wood, (son of 

Andrew Scouten, Nicholas Storm, Hezekiah, 

John Jeffers, Peter Storm, John Scouten, 

Benjamin Gerow, ' Josias Bugbee, Charles Vincent, 

John Lindebeck, Josias Seacor, Rhuelsen Garrison, 

Enoch Purdy, Gershom Boun, John Peck, 

Joseph Burroughs, William Scouten, Lawrence Daily, 

Johannes Langdon, William Gosline, Abraham Travis, 

Joseph Wood, Abraham Nephens, Sutton Saily, 

Joseph Cary, George Nepheus, John Gary, Jr., 

iBaas Wood, Isaac Guion, Isaac Washbgurn, 

, Joseph Purdy, John Wood, Isaac Win, 
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Mordecai Brown, 
Oliver Brown, 
Oliver La Dpux, 
Thomas Craft, 
Peter Du Bois, 
Nathaniel La Doux, 
Johannes Swartwout, 
Joseph Win, 
Joseph Lane, 
Benjamin Lisk, 



Abraham Young, 
John Algelt, 
William Algelt, 
James Way, 
William Halstead, 
Marvin Rowland, 
Thomas Wood, 
Joseph Post, 
Samuel Ketchum, 
Benj. Geldersleave, 



Samuel Brown, 
Jeremiah Hitt, 
Benj. Hasbrook, 
James Gran, 
John Slutt, 
Ephraim Scouten, 
Jesse Wood, 
Harry Light, 
Simon Mayboe, 
William La Duox. 



COLONEL ISRAEL MOREY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Orford, September 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have to inform you that Colonel Bedell 
marched with his Companies last Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, excepting twenty men belonging to Captain Os- 
good, which came to Orford last evening, and went off this 
morning in high spirits ; I think a number of very fine sol- 
diers in each Company. Major Israel Curtis raised a Com- 
pany of Volunteers in three days, and marched on Sunday 
from Hanover, and this day left Orford, in company with 
Captain Osgood. It is expected that a number more will 
soon follow the example— a most noble spirit this — a num- 
ber of which from Dartmouth College. I have helped to 
fix them out, and hope the Committee and Congress will 
think I did what was right, though at my own risk at pre- 
sent. The Major and men. are to join the Army if wanted ; 
but if not, to be upon his hook, and to return when not 
wanted. 

Lieutenant Allen, of the Green Mountain Boys, brought 
express orders for Colonel Bedell to march immediately. I 
think he has acted himself much to his honour in pushing 
the Companies forward. Mr. Allen has enlisted a Com- 
pany, of about forty-five men, nigh here, most of which 
marched off with Colonel Bedell, which Colonel Butte sup- 
plied with meat, bread, &tc. 

The occasion of Major Curtis's raising these men was by 
news from General Schuyler that he wanted men, and that 
the General had moved off with his Army, and was sick 
with the fever and ague when he moved forward. Mr. 
Allen informs us that Captain Balcer, one of the Captains 
of the Green Mountain Boys, was killed by our enemy, 
who was a very brave officer. 

I think, Gentlemen, it is of much importance that the 
commissions for the Regiment are forwarded by Mr. Por- 
ter, the post, as you must think that our Minute-Men should 
be in readiness, as we don't know how the affair of our 
Army may turn, which have gone against St. John's. If our 
Army is defeated, our Minute-Men, fee, most certainly will 
be wanted ; and as Mr. Porter comes round by them, he 
can bring all the commissions for the four Regiments on 
Connecticut River, and for the Minute-Men, with blanks 
for the Captains, &c. 

1 am, Gentlemen, with respect, your humble servant, 
Israel Morey. 

Orford, New-Hampshire, September 12, 1775. 
Last Thursday began their march from Haverhill, Coos, 
Colonel Timothy Bedell, with his three Companies of Ran- 
gers, in order to join General Schuyler in his expedition 
against St. John's, he. Also marched, at the same time, 
part of a Company under the command of Captain Veal, 
who is one of the Green Mountain Boys, enlisted by Lieu- 
tenants Allen and Scalley ; said Company consisted of men 
from these parts. Likewise marched this day an Indepen- 
dent Company of Volunteers, under the command of Major 
Israel Curtis, of Hanover, which he raised on hearing that 
troops were wanted to go to the westward ; they were en- 
listed, equipped themselves, and marched in three days. 
This shows their warm zeal for their Country's defence. 



ORDEBS TO COLONEL MOULTRIE. 

In Council of Safety of South-Carolina, 
Charlestown, September 13, 1775. 

Sir : You are to detach one hundred and fifty men, under 
such command as you shall judge most proper for the ser- 
vice, to embark this night at a proper time of the tide, to 
proceed with the utmost secrecy, and land at a convenient 
place on James's Island. Mr. Verree and Mr. Wm. Gibbs 
will be at Captain Stone's, or in the neighbourhood, attend- 
ing the landing, in order to conduct the commanding officer 



to Fort Johnson, which he is to enter and take possession 
of with as much secrecy and silence aspossible, taking espe- 
cial care that nope belonging to the Fort escape, and that 
no intelligence be given but by his orders. When the offi- 
cer who shall be sent upon this service is in possession of 
the Fort, he is immediately to give notice to this Board, and 
wait for orders ; except only in case the man-of-war, now 
lying in the Rebellion Road, should make an attempt to 
attack the Fort, or proceed against this Town, when he is 
to do every thing in his power to prevent her progress. 
Captain Stone, of James's Island, will order his Company of 
Militia to join the Troops which you send, and the whole 
are to be detained till relieved by our order. 
By orde,r of the Council of Safety: 

Henry Laurens, President. 

William Moultrie, Esq., Colonel of the Second Regiment, 

GENERAL ORDERS BY COLONEL MOULTRIE. 

September 14, 1775, 4 o'clock, P. M. 
Ordered, that Captains Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
Bernard Elliot, and Francis Marion's Companies, be im- 
mediately completed to fifty men each, from their respec- 
tive corps, and hold themselves in readiness to march in 
three hours. Colonel Motte is appointed for this command, 
and will receive his orders from the commanding officer. 

September 15, 1775: 

Ordered, that Captains Benjamin Cattell, Adam Mc- 
Donald, and John Barnwell's Companies, of the First Re- 
giment, and that Captains Peter Horry and Francis Hu- 
ger's Companies, be completed to fifty men each, and to 
hold themselves in readiness to march. Major Owen Ro- 
berts to command this detachment. 

To Major Owen Roberts, of the First Regiment. 

Sir: You are to proceed with your detachment to Gads- 
den's wharf, where you will find two schooners ready to 
take on board your party; with them you will proceed to 
Fort Johnson, on James's Island. On your arrival there, 
you are to send an officer to Colonel Motte, to acquaint him; 
then to march to the Fort, and put yourself under his com- 
mand. You are not to suffer any boats to obstruct your 
passage. 

To Lieutenant- Colonel Motte. 

Sir : I have sent Major Roberts with two hundred and 
fifty men to re-enforce you. You are to defend the Fort 
from all parties that may attempt to land ; but if the man- 
of-war should attack the Fort, and you find you cannot 
make a stand against her, you are to withdraw your men to 
some place of safety, out of the reach of her guns ; but 
you are to take care not to suffer any parties to land with 
an intent to damage the Fort. 



SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

By the Honourable William Henry Drayton, Esquire. 
A Declaration. 

Whereas the liberties of America being treacherously 
and cruelly violated by an abandoned Administration in 
Great Britain, surrounding the Throne, and deceiving 
Majesty for their own corrupt purposes, thirteen Ameri- 
can Colonies, including JSew- Hampshire to the north, and 
Georgia to the south, virtuously, gloriously, and, thanks to 
the Lord of hosts, successfully, are confederated, at the 
hazard of their lives and fortunes, to wrest from the hands 
of traitors those invaluables which they had ravished from 
them, and which the Americans have in vain endeavoured 
to recover by every peaceable mode of application : 

And whereas the tools of Administration have encour- 
aged certain inhabitants of this Colony to attefript, by every 
practicable measure, to oppose and to counteract the vir- 
tuous efforts of America; these inhabitants, men of low 
degree among us, though of eminence in this new Coun- 
try; men totally illiterate, though of common natural parts ; 
men endeavouring, in this calamitous time, to rise in the 
world by misleading their honest neighbours; men who 
are by his Excellency the Governour promised to be 
amply rewarded for such an infamous conduct ; these men, 
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fenowjngly deceiving their neighbours, and wickedly selling 
their Country, have practised every art, fraud, and misre- 
presentation, Jo raise in this Colony an opposition to the 
voice/jjf, J&nerica, To oppose this hellish plan, the hon- 
o.uraUe.flie Council of Safety for this Colony commissioned 
the Rev. William Tcvnent and myself to make a progress 
through the disturbed parts of this Colony, " to explain to 
the people at large the nature of the unhappy disputes 
between Great Britain and the American Colonies." 
Thousands heard and believed us ; they owned their full 
conviction ; they expressed their concern that they had 
been misled ; and they most sincerely acceded to the As- 
sociation formed by the authority of our late Congress. 
Such a proceeding did not accord with the designs of these 
men, betrayers of their Country, or the wishes of his Ex- 
cellency the Governour, who, by letters, instigated them 
to strengthen their party. To prevent a further defection, 
the leaders of the party resolved, by the din of arms, to 
drown the voice of reason. For such an infernal purpose, 
by the instigation of Moses Kirkland, on or about the 29th 
of August last, men did assemble in arms, and with hos- 
tile intentions. . My immediately assembling and marching 
with a part of the Militia caused these men to disperse ; 
but now other leaders of the same malignant party, cor- 
respondents of his Excellency the Governour, have as- 
sembled men in arms on the north side of Saluda River, 
who are now actually encamped, at a charge and expense 
which his Excellency the Governour has promised to pay; 
and these men threaten to attack the Troops under my 
orders. Wherefore, to prevent the effusion of civil blood- 
shed, I think it my duty to issue this declaration, in order 
that I may leave no moderate step untried, to recover a 
few of our unhappy countrymen from those delusions, by 
which they have been drawn on to lift their arms against 
their injured Country, gloriously struggling to enjoy the 
rights of mankind. 

And whereas his Excellency the Governour has issued 
private directions that all Magistrates and Militia Officers 
be required to take the oaths of allegiance, under the pen- 
alty of dismission from the'ir several stations : I do hereby 
declare that, in point of law, his Excellency has no author- 
ity to make such requisition from persons who have already 
sworn according to law, when they were invested in offices 
civil and military ; and that it is not only highly unbecom- 
ing in His Majesty's representative to threaten His Majes- 
ty's subjects, in order to induce them to do things not 
warranted in law, but such a conduct is of a most destructive 
tendency to the good of the King's real service, inasmuch 
as it tends to convince the people that His Majesty's ser- 
vants in high trust in America, as well as in Britain, 
equally conspire to act without authority in law, to the 
destruction of their just rights and privileges. 

And whereas the leaders of our unhappy and deceived 
countrymen, now assembled in arms against the liberties 
of America, have drawn them into this dangerous and dis- 
graceful situation, by filling their minds with fears and 
apprehensions that their lives and properties are in danger 
from the designs of Congress, the honourable the Council 
of Safety, the General Committee, and the Troops under 
my orders, because they, our said countrymen, have not 
acceded to our Association : wherefore, to remove all such 
illfounded apprehensions, in the name of and by the author- 
ity vested in me by the honourable the Council of Safety, 
I solemnly declare that all such apprehensions are actually 
groundless. And I also declare, in the name of the Coun- 
cil of Safety, that our said unhappy and deceived country- 
men may, in perfect safety of their lives, persons, and pro- 
perties, repair to and continue to dwell and abide at home, 
so long as they shall choose to behave peaceably. We 
shudder even at the idea of distressing them in any shape ; 
we abhor the idea of compelling any person to associate 
with us ; we only with sorrow declare that any person who 
will not associate with and aid and comfort us, in this ar- 
duous struggle for our liberties, cannot by us be considered 
as friendly to us ; and therefore that we cannot aid and 
comfort such person, by holding that intercourse and com- 
munication with such person as is usually held between 
friends. 

And thus having, in the name of this Colony, declared 
the terms upon which peace and safety may be had and 
enjoyed by our unfortunate countrymen as aforesaid, it is 



my duty also to declare that I shall march and attack, a? 
publick enemies, all and every person in arms, or to be in 
arms, in this part of the Colony, in opposition to the mea- 
sures of Congress ; and having with the utmost patience 
and industry gently endeavoured to persuade men to a 
peaceable conduct, I now shall, with equal patience and 
industry, prosecute military measures with the utmost 
vigour ; and I make no doubt but that, with the assistance 
of the Almighty, witness of our endeavours to avert the 
calamities of war, we shall speedily obtain the wish of 
every virtuous American— peace, safety, and security to 
our rights. 

Given under my hand, this 13th day of September, at 
the camp near Ninety-Six. 

William Henry Drayton. 

gloucester county (virginia) committee. 

At a Committee meeting, held for Gloucester Coun- 
ty, at the Court-House of the said County, on the 13th 
day of September, 1775: Present, the Chairman, and thirty- 
two Members. 

Agreeable to the Ordinance of the Convention, the 
following gentlemen were nominated Officers in the Militia 
for the County of Gloucester : 

Warner Lewis, Esq., County Lieutenant; SkJohn Pey- 
ton, Baronet, Colonel; James Whiting, Gentleman, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; James Boswell, Gentleman, Major. 

Captains: Gibson Cuverius, John Camp, Richard 
Matthews, George Booth, Jasper Clayton, John Hubbard, 
John Whiting, John Billups, Sen., Benjamin Shackelford, 
John Willis, Robert Matthews, William Bwkner, John 
Dixon, Richard Billups, and William Smithy 

Lieutenants : Samuel Gary, Richard Halt, John Fos- 
ter, James Baytop, Thomas Buckner, George Green, 
William Sears, James Bently, Edward Matthews, John 
Billups, 3 an., Dudley Cary, Hugh Hayes, Churchill Ar- 
mistead, Philip Tabb, John Foster, Jun., and Robert 
Gayle. 

Ensigns: Henry Stevens, William Dawes, William 
Haywood, Thomas Baytop, John Fox, James Laughliv, 
William Bently, Christopher Garland, Peter Bernard, 
John Hayes, Samuel Eddis, Thomas Tabb, Richard Davis, 
Josiah Foster, George Plummer, and John Gale. 

Mr. Purdie is desired to publish the above in his Ga- 
zette. Jasper Clayton, Clerk. 



Fredcricksburgh, Virginia, September 13, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Commissioners appointed by the 
Convention, for superintending the manufactory of Small- 
Arms, at Fredcricksburgh, on Monday the 13th of Sep- 
tember, 1775: 

The Commissioners intend to meet on the 10th day of 
October next, at Fredericksburgh, for the purpose of en- 
gaging a further number of Gunsmiths, and other artists, 
capable of managing that business in its various branches. 
All persons who are willing to enter into the service for a 
year at the least, and can come well recommended for skill 
and sobriety, are desired to attend ; if agreed with, they 
will have good encouragement, according to their merit, 
and, at all events, be paid for their attendance and travel- 
ling. Good Locksmiths are much wanting. 

The Commissioners. 



TO THE FREEMEN OF THE PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

" As you love your liberties, exercise your virtue; they depend 
upon it." 

The time is now approaching, when a period will in course 
be put to the present House of Assembly in this Province. 

The duty of a Representative of the people, in the 
ordinary routine of business, is simple and easy ; but when 
extraordinary incidents occur, when questions of the 
greatest magnitude and of the highest importance to the 
interests and welfare of the community are offered and dis- 
cussed in that branch of the Legislature, it is highly neces- 
sary we have an eye to men of a liberal way of thinking, of 
great firmness of mind, of property, weight, and influence, 
for our Representatives. 

But it is not even sufficient that a candidate be posses- 
sed of all these qualities : he may possibly have a wrong 
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turn, from conversation or connection with persons of an ill 
cast. His political principles ought therefore to be well 
known and approved before he is employed in publick 
affairs. 

It is a fault too common among us, that a Representative 
is often chosen by the people, without considering the weight 
and importance he will hold in Assembly: for it is there he 
is to act his part; it is there he is to answer, by his qualifi- 
cations, the views, and ends of his constituents. 

The present times are big with events of the last impor- 
tance to this Country. Questions may and doubtless will 
arise in the course of another twelve months, nearly touch- 
ing our estates, our liberties, and our lives; and if we have 
no men fit for such business, the mischiefs that will happen, 
from a want of liberal knowledge and the other indispensa- 
ble qualities I have mentioned, may prove irretrievable 
misfortunes to us. 

Human nature is composed of the strongest inconsisten- 
cies apd contradictions. The world is too apt to ascribe 
every good quality to a man, because he has one or two in 
an eminent degree ; but it is by no means a proper way of 
judging. I have seen mingled in the same motley charac- 
ter the most opposite qualities of virtue and vice, of wis- 
dom and folly, that can be imagined. I have seen very 
honest men, of independent fortunes, diverted by an unac- 
countable timidity from following the dictates of their 
understandings, and what they themselves looked upon to 
be their duty. Hence it plainly and necessarily follows, 
that we should have not only a perfect acquaintance with 
the head and heart of the candidate, but a thorough know- 
ledge of his turn and character, and, above all things, be 
convinced,'that he is the right sort of man. 

Having mentioned to you my sentiments concerning 
whom you ought to prefer as Representatives, I shall now 
beg leave to say whom you ought not, in prudence, to suf- 
fer to have a seat there. 

" Reject bigots of all kinds and sides: those men whose 
minds are shut up in band-boxes, and who walk upon stilts, 
have not thoughts large enough for governing society. 
Even their honesty, when they have any, is useless to the 
publick, and is often made an ill instrument in the hands of 
those who have none. Reject also all timorous, fearful, 
and dastardly spirits; men who, having good principles, 
either dare not own them or dare not act according to them. 
Choose not men who are noted for non-attendance, and who 
have been members, without waiting on the duty of their 
station."* Reject all placemen, and those who are proper- 
ly called Government-Men, for they have and ever will 
have a bias and leaning in some sort to Government mea- 
sures. If there are any who have written or spoken senti- 
ments unfavourable to American liberty, regard not their 
pretensions to patriotism ; they are false, and put on merely 
to serve the times, and they will surely discover their true 
colour whenever an opportunity offers. When you see a 
man neglecting or avoiding the important duties to which 
he has had, the honour to be appointed, when you see his 
piques and little passions so far getting the better of a love 
of liberty and his Country as to make him desert the essential 
interests of the community, reject him by all means; depend 
upon it, he is either weak, or timid, or knavish, and there- 
fore unfit to serve you. Cast off the trammels and fetters 
in which some of you have been bound by a spirit of party; 
forget the little animosities which have engaged your minds, 
and act and vote for the best interests of your Country. I 
have lived long enough in the world to see instances of 
party rage and madness which have touched my very soul 
with indignation. I have seen the time when the worst 
men were preferred to the best ; the arrantest knave and 
most publick violator of his publick word put into a very 
honourable post, to give him an opportunity of treating 
his Country with scorn and contempt. Such has been the 
depravity of some ; but I hope there is now so great and 
high a spirit of liberty prevailing among us, that no man will 
venture to insult this Province in the like manner, lest he 
should draw down upon himself the vengeance that is pre- 
pared in the minds of his countrymen for such atrocious 
behaviour. 

" Now, my countrymen, is the time to help yourselves. 
Now act honestly and boldly for liberty, or forget the glo- 
rious and charming sound." . ^ 

•Cato'n Letters, 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Wednesday, September 13, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present : Henry Remsen, Chair- 
man, and thirty-six Members. 

The Report of the Sub-Committee to examine the pa- 
pers of William McAdam was read, with the examinations, 
affidavits, &.c. 

Ordered, That the same lie over for further considera- 
tion. 

Ordered, That Evert Bancker, John Morton, and Abra- 
ham Huryee, be a Committee to call on Thomas Gardi- 
ner, Robinson ty Price, Phenix fy Ten Broeclc, Thomas 
Crabb, Philip Rhinelander, and every other Merchant 
and Shopkeeper who they may hear have sold Pins at an 
extravagant price, and to inquire of them the quantity they 
have on hand, and what the same cost them, and to repre- 
sent to them that this Committee will be obliged to take 
notice of their conduct in a manner that must be preju- 
dicial to their character and interest, in case they will not 
give assurances that they will dispose of their Pins in future 
at a moderate profit. 

On motion, Agreed, That this Committee ought to be 
augmented by adding twenty new Members, and that we 
will, at our next stated meeting, consider of a proper mode 
to recommend the same to our fellow-citizens. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Robert Ray and Evert Bancker, 
or either of tliein, be a Committee to grant Passes to Mas- 
ters or Owners of Vessels that intend to leave this Port. 

The Committee appointed to superintend the election of 
Officers in the different Beats in the Out Ward, report as 
follows, viz: 

Beat No. 26 : Nathan Tylee, Captain : James Odle, 
First Lieutenant ; Isaac Van Duscn, Second Lieutenant; 
Joseph Hunt, Ensign. 

Beat No. 27: John Grigg, Captain; Alexander For- 
tin, First Lieutenant; James Bryant, Second Lieutenant ; 
Jonathan Tremain, Ensign. 

Beat No. 28 : Theophilus Anthony, Captain ; William 
He Witt, First Lieutenant ; Martin Strycr, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; John Hane, Ensign. 

Beat No. 29: Samuel Benson, Captain ; John Myers, 
First Lieutenant; John Sickles, Second Lieutenant; Abra- 
ham Bussing, Ensign. 



MEMORIAL OF WILLIAM RITCHIE TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

New- York, September 13, 1775, 
William Ritchie requests permission from the Commit- 
tee of Safety to employ a small vessel, commanded by him- 
self, in carrying provisions, and such articles as may be 
wanted at the camp, from this port ; to be landed at Hart- 
mouth, Sandwich, or such port as he may find most safe 
and convenient. Wm. Ritchie. 



BEVERLY ROBINSON TO ZEPHANIAH PLATT. 

Highlands, September 13, 1775, 
Sir : Yesterday our Precinct had a meeting, and chose a 
Committee of twelve persons, out of which number three 
are to attend the County Committee ; and suppose they 
will, as soon as they can conveniently, proceed to the choice 
of Militia Officers. As to the commission you proposed to 
me, though I shall always be ready to serve my Country 
in every way in my power, yet for the present I must de- 
cline accepting it. 

I have seen the person I mentioned to you as a Major, 
and believe he will also flecline taking that commission, 
though he did not give me a positive answer. 
I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Beverly Robinson. 
To Zephaniah Piatt, Esq., Member of the Provincial Con- 
gress at New- York. 

TRYON COUNTY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Tryon County Committee Chamber, September 13, 1775. 

Honourable Gentlemen : Agreeable to a Resolve of 
this Committee, instead of our late Delegate at the Pro- 
vincial Congress of New-York, Mr. John Moore, a member 
of our Committee was chosen, by the majority of votes 
to represent our County in the said Provincial Con cress at 
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New- York, as our Delegate, whom we recommend to be 
accordingly accepted for that purpose ; and we are of the 
humble opinion that one will suffice as representative for 
our County, as the expenses for two would be too burden- 
some for our small County. 

Relying on your favourable grant, we are always, with 
much regard, honourable Gentlemen, your obedient humble 
servants. By order of the Committee : 

Nicholas Herchkeimer, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress at New- York. 



GOVERNOUR PATRICK TONYN TO GENERAL GAGE. 

St. Augustine, September 14, 1775. 
Sir : A letter from the Earl of Dunmore, dated 29th Au- 
gust, desires the Fourteenth Regiment entire to be removed 
from this garrison to Virginia, provided the three Compa- 
nies of the Sixteenth Regiment be arrived in it from Pen- 
sacola. 

Major Furlong has a letter to the same end, enclosing 
two from your Excellency, one of 27th July; the other to 
Captain Cooper, of 29th. 

His Lordship makes a further requisition of bedding, for 
the whole Regiment, ammunition, powder, lead, flints, car- 
tridge paper, spare arms, and provisions. 

Your Excellency's commands of 27th July direct the de- 
tachment at Virginia to be supplied with provisions from 
this place. 

_ Lord Dunmore desires the transports to be filled with pro- 
vision?. Our duty is undoubtedly to assist and promote 
His Majesty's service in every corner where it be possible 
to effect jt ; at the same time to consider our power to do 
it at a, distance, when His Majesty's service as importantly 
demands our attention to be as seriously employed on the 
spot where we are placed. Provisions are sent, consistent 
with our own circumstances, a return of which is enclosed 
to your Excellency, with a return of what remains in the 
garrison. " 

This. Province, cultivating more valuable produce, has 
hitherto depended for a constant supply of provisions from 
the Northern Provinces of America, but is now excluded 
from all communication with them; consequently, we are in 
no small anxiety in respect to provisions for this year's con- 
sumption. 

A fellow {Lempriere) is to be rewarded in Carolina with 
a large ship, mounting several guns, for an act of piracy 
committed off this bar. He is to be stationed to cruise off 
St. Mary's River, to intercept whatever vessels are coming 
to this Province. 

No opportunity having offered before to convey to your 
Excellency an account of this audacious attempt, 1 beg 
now to trouble you with it. The 3d of August, in the after- 
noon, a brig, with ordnance stores, came off this bar. The 
4th, the Provincial vessel was sent to lighten the brig, to 
bring as much powder out of her as she could stow. The 
vessel returned the 5th, with two hundred and ninety-three 
barrels of gunpowder, the brig being sufficiently lightened. 
The. 6th being calm, the brig could not come into port. 
The 7th, in the morning, at low water, a sloop, which was 
taken for a negro vessel, run on board the brig, boarded 
with twenty-six men, armed, took away a hundred and 
eleven barrels of the King's powder, and some for the mer- 
chants here. More powder would have been taken, but 
ten soldiers were on board as labourers, without arms, to 
get the ordnance stores out of the brig ; they grew angry, 
and began to plot to seize some of the pirates' arms, to 
drive them out of the brig. The pirates took the alarm, 
evacuated the brig in confusion, leaving a part of their 
orders, signed Henry Laurens, and a draft on a mer- 
chant in Charlestown, for a thousand Pounds sterling, sign- 
ed by the commander, Clement Lempriere, as they pre- 
tended, in payment for the powder. The instant I heard 
of this villany, the Provincial vessel was equipped with 
eight pieces of small ordnance, an officer, and thirty pri- 
vates of the Fourteenth Regiment, and sailed in pursuit of 
the pirates. They arrived off Savannah Bar a iew hours 
after the pirate sloop got over it, and went the inland pas- 
sage to Beaufort, in Carolina, from which place she had 
sailed. In consequence of the protest made by the master 
of the brig, the enclosed Proclamation was issued. I have 
tried to get it inserted in the Georgia and Carolina papers, 



but cannot get it done. If your Excellency thinks it proper 
for the Boston newspaper, you can do as you please. Since 
Lempriere has been off here, we have heard of two armed 
schooners cruising. 

The three Companies of the Sixteenth Regiment not 
being arrived, your Excellency's orders are complied with, 
to send another detachment to Virginia, not the whole Re- 
giment. We did not know the strength your Excellency 
intended the detachment should be ; but Lord Dunmore 
mentions, if the whole Regiment be not sent, at least to 
send sixty, which is done. Enclosed is a state of those 
remaining in garrison here. 

It would have been a happy thing if His Majesty's ser- 
vice had not absolutely required the removal of the Four- 
teenth Regiment from this garrison ; three Companies, per- 
haps, far from complete, may be enough to check the dis- 
affected in the Province. Should we be attacked by an 
external enemy, properly provided and of sufficient force, 
it will be impossible, in our weak state, to save the .Town 
or barracks an hour. 

To be silent on the intelligence I have been able to pro- 
cure, would be highly blameable. It has been, I am confi- 
dently assured, in contemplation in Carolina, to attack this 
Province, in order to get possession of the ordnance stores 
in this fort, to burn the barracks, of course the Town. Had 
the Fourteenth Regiment continued here, I think I should 
have made any attempt of this sort cost them very dear. 

The Province being in an infant state, the Indians seein» 
most of the Troops removed, may change their tone, and be- 
come troublesome, although they never were, at any time, 
so well disposed, or on such good and friendly terms. 

On the transports' arrival, the friends of our excellent 
Constitution were put in very great consternation. It was 
rumoured the Troops were all to be taken away. 

Your Excellency will forgive me mentioning that H'i3 
Majesty's fort, and the ordnance stores now in it, are of 
very great value. They are a great object to the rebels 
of Carolina and Georgia, which may induce them, with 
the hope of doing other mischief, to attempt something ; for 
they are exceedingly incensea* against this Province, jealous 
of the productions, superjour to those produced in Caro- 
lina, therefore naturally have no good will towards us, and 
are enraged that we preserve our fidelity and obedience to 
Great Britain. 

Some people have come here from the other Provinces, 
as a retreat of safety. More are coming, but these were 
unhappy at the notice of the means of their safety being 
taken away, and these will probably not now come here 
to settle. The Province was becoming an asylum to the 
friends of the Constitution. 

To preserve communication with the Creek Nation may 
be of weighty consideration, in these times, for Great Bri- 
tain; this has been a mark of my closest attention. Should 
the communication be interrupted by any fatality, it will 
lessen the Nation's idea of the King's great power; redu- 
cing His Majesty's servants' intercourse with the Indians to 
the sole channel and great distance of Pensacola. Havinn- 
no conception of the general plan of operations, I can only 
write to your Excellency on a judgment formed on the 
locality of my situation. 

Shoud any Troops be ordered to act against Carolina, 
it will be a perfect security to this Province. I am told 
they have four thousand Troops in arms. 1 was in hopes 
the Regiment inured to this hard climate would have been 
here until some measures were put in operation against the 
Southern Provinces ; perhaps your Excellency may intend 
their return to this garrison, as I understand they cannot be 
landed in Virginia ; a large ship is made into a barrack as 
their station. 

Sir James ff right has doubtless informed your Excellency 
of the disaffection of Georgia, the government being entirely 
wrested from him by rebel Committees. 

I have wrote to your Excellency, in undressed, undis- 
guised sentiments, what matters occur in relation to the 
Southern Provinces. We are totally at a loss for what is 
doing in the north. Many reports fly about, which are in- 
credible. If Lord Dunmore had not sent, by the trans- 
ports, the printed account, published at Boston the 26th 
June, of the attack on the heights of Charlestown, we 
should not have known what opinion to form of it — a re- 
port as incredible as others, which I cannot hear without 
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mentioning to your Excellency. I think it next to impos- 
sible that the rebels have advice of every thing you do; 
that they are expeditiously informed of every resolution 
adopted by your Excellency. They know your Excel- 
lency's daily orders in their camp and lines, by the time 
the orders are delivered to the Regiments of the British 
Army. Could 1 hear such advice, and not let your Excel- 
lency know it? but it is understood to be true throughout 
America. 

On a general conception of circumstances, I should judge 
your Excellency would think it necessary to secure a firm 
post somewhere in the south, for His Majesty's service, with- 
out leaving it in any danger to be snatched away. I know 
of no place more fit than Augustine. Had the Fourteenth 
Regiment remained here, this object was effected ; now it 
is at a hazard ; a sure and certain intercourse with the 
Creek Indians would have been preserved. But, whatever 
our condition, I shall put in execution every exertion I am 
capable of suggesting for the good of His Majesty's ser- 
vice. I don't know whether your Excellency has been 
informed that the rebels in Carolina are fortifying Charles- 
town. 

By this time I most sincerely hope the British Army, 
under your Excellency's command, is crowned with glory 
and success. 

1 have the honour to be, with very great esteem and 
respect, Sir, your Excellency's most obedient and most 
humble servant, Pat. Tonyn. 

To General Gage, Boston. 

P. S. The Commissary for the Army represented that 
his contract was only to supply the Troops within the Pro- 
vince. I told him it was a peaceable contract, meant for 
quiet times. It was now war. The Regiment must be sup- 
plied with six months' provisions, if the commanding officer 
desired as much to take with him. 

I have sent privately to the south parts of Georgia, to 
procure, by open boats, if possible, rice and corn. If I suc- 
ceed, we shall be able to let the Virginia command have 
a further supply sometime hence. It may possibly be a 
very essential thing to lay up here a very large magazine, 
for the Troops, of provisions ; I think this might be managed 
if you have any such view. Should I succeed in the plan 
I am forming, to establish an intercourse of private trade 
for provisions, with Georgia, be so good as to let me have 
your Excellency's sentiments on the subject. Whatever 
you require of me, you may rely shall be done with the 
utmost care. 

An Indian of note, the Cussile King's brother, who came 
from the Creek Nation with a talk of friendship, on his re- 
turn with a trader, who lives in the nation, was waylaid 
by some of the Georgia rebels. They took from them a 
present of powder and ball. 1 sent to some of the head- 
men of the nation, who are soon to be here on a visit to 
me. The trader, I hear, they have sent to prison ; the In- 
dian is gone to the nation. The Superintendent fears this 
robbery will make the Creeks attack Georgia, but I am 
sure they will see me before they take any such measure. 

Your Excellency will allow me to suppose that some 
very weighty reasons must exist why a communication be 
not fixed with all His Majesty's Governours in America ; a 
thing so easy to be done, by a few of His Majesty's cutters, 
schooners, or sloops, that 1 wonder very much it be not 
done. 

I imagined Major Furlong would have taken six months' 
provisions, but he has not taken any such proportion. 

EAST-FLORIDA. 

By his Excellency Patrick Tonyn, Esq., Captain-Gene- 
ral, Governour, and Commander-in-Chief in and over 
His Majesty's said Province, Chancellor and Vice-Ad- 
miral of the same. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas I have received information from Alvara Loft- 
house, Master of the Brigantine called the Betsy, that on the 
seventh day of August instant, he, the said Master, being 
on board the said Brigantine, then lying at anchor off the 
Bar of St. Augustine, in the Province aforesaid, a Sloop, 
commanded by one Clement Lempriere, run alongside of 
the said Brigantine, and in a hostile and violent manner 



instantly boarded her with twenty-six men, some armed 
with Muskets and Bayonets fixed, others with Swords and 
Pistols, and were commanded by the said Clement Lem- 
priere and one Simon Tuffs. That the said Clement Lem- 
priere ordered a guard over the said Master and the people, 
and then, in an audacious and piratical-like manner, opened 
the hatches and took out of the said Brigantine, and put 
on board the said Sloop, one hundred and eleven barrels 
of Gunpowder belonging to His Majesty, and about four 
hundred weight, the property of Mr. Robert Payne, of St. 
Augustine, Merchant. And the said Clement Lempriere, 
for a justification of his conduct, showed to the said Master 
a Letter or Commission from Henry Laurens, styling him- 
self President of the Council of Safety in Charlcstown, to 
seize the said Brigantine, and take whatever Gunpowder 
or warlike stores he could find on board. 

And whereas such proceedings are not only unwarrant- 
able and illegal, but subject the offenders and perpetrators 
thereof to great and severe pains and penalties, and it is 
highly necessary such atrocious offenders should receive 
the punishment due to their crimes : To the intent, there- 
fore, that the persons concerned in the above piracy may 
be apprehended and brought to condign punishment, I have 
thought fit, by and with the advice of His Majesty's honour- 
able Council, to issue this my Proclamation, offering, and 
I do hereby promise, a reward of two hundred Pounds ster- 
ling, to any person or persons who shall apprehend and 
bring to justice the said Clement Lempriere and Simon 
Tuff's, and their associates in the said act of piracy. And 
I do hereby likewise offer His Majesty's most gracious par- 
don to any one of the persons on board the said Sloop, com- 
manded by the said Clement Lempriere, who shall give 
certain information of the other persons concerned in the 
aforesaid act of piracy, excepting Clement Lempriere, and 
the other person hereinbefore named. 

Given under my hand, and the great seal of His Majes- 
ty's said Province, in the Council Chamber at St. Augus- 
tine, the twenty-first day of August, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, and in 
the fifteenth year of His Majesty's reign. 

Pat. Tonyn. 

By his Excellency's command : 

David Yeats, Deputy Secretary. 
God save the King. 



GOVERNOUR PATRICK TONYN TO VICE-ADMIRAL GRAVES'. 
St. Augustine, September 14, 1775. 

Sir : In a letter to General Gage, of the 19th July last, 
I mentioned the Savage Sloop and St. John Schooner, 
stationed on this coast and the Island of Providence ; that 
the St. John has been here only once, the other not at all. 
They harbour at Providence, out of the way of action, in 
perfect quiet, when His Majesty's service calls for their 
assistance in these seas. 

When the St. John was here, it was a critical hour in the 
Province of Georgia. Lieutenant Grant, the commander, 
showed me a note he had received from Sir James Wright, 
requesting to see him before he sailed, or that he would re- 
turn again to Savannah. I had despatches of consequence 
for Sir James Wright, which I desired him to take, advising 
him to return there, as the dissension and disaffection were 
mounting to an extreme height between the inhabitants in 
the interest of the constitution and the rebellious. But I 
requested of Mr. Grant to return to this port, which he 
promised. My object for it was, I had intelligence that 
armed cruisers were out from Carolina, to intercept some 
merchant ships coming to this place with ordnance stores 
for His Majesty's garrison, and powder for the merchants. 
I intended, on their appearance, the St. John should go out 
to protect them, until the wind permitted them to come into 
the harbour. If Mr. Grant had returned, an act of piracy, 
which happened off this bar, would not have been com- 
mitted : a relation of which I have wrote to his Excellency 
General Gage, and beg leave to enclose you an extract of 
it. I also wrote to General Gage some intelligence I had 
procured, of gunpowder being run from the West-India 
Islands to the Province of Carolina. 

A cruiser of considerable force, I am informed, is to be 
stationed from St. Mary's River, the north boundary of this 
Province, to intercept whatever vessels may be bound to 
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this Province, and is to be commanded by Lempriere ; she 
is now equipping in Carolina. 

The letters froni England for this Province, by the last 
mail, I have had no account of; but I hear it has been 
wrote .to some gentlemen here, that they are put into the 
rrian-of-war in Charlestown Harbour. I have no means to 
send for them. Was I to send the Provincial vessel, she can 
make no resistance, and would be taken by the rebel cruisers. 

From Carolina a Rebel packet boat is established, that 
sails, under a flag with liberty wrote upon it, to Philadel- 
phia, and another to Savannah. 

Our coasts being entirely without defence, I thought you 
would be glad to have such information, in maritime affairs, 
as was in my power to give ; at the same time 1 mean to 
draw your attention to such services, in these parts of His 
Majesty's Dominions, as may be thought requisite, when I 
shall rejoice most heartily to have our coast cleared of such 
petty, insignificant cruisers, which are able to do great mis- 
chief to defenceless merchant ships. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient and 
humble servant, Pat. Tonyn. 

To Admiral Graves, Boston. 

P. S. I am told Captain Thornborough, of the Tamer, 
Ijes at Charlestown, in a total state of inactivity. 



COMMITTEE Or QUAKERS TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

From our Meeting for Sufferings, held in New-York this 
\4th day of the 9th month, 1775. 

To the Committee appointed for Safety for the Colony of 
New- York, during the.recess of the Provincial Con- 
gress: 

Respected Friends: Yesterday was laid before this 
meeting a request, signed by Robert Benson, Secretary to 
said Committee, desiring, without delay, a list of all males 
amongst us, of the people called Quakers, in this City and 
County, from sixteen to sixty; which said request hath been 
solidly considered, and we are of the mind we cannot com- 
ply therewith, consistent with our religious principles ; there- 
fore hope you will not consider such refusal as the effect of 
an obstinate disposition, but, as it really is, a truly con- 
scientious scruple, which we desire may at all times be 
exercised in such peaceable manner as to give no just cause 
of offence in the sight of God or man. 

In tenderness, we remain, respectfully, your friends. 

Signed by order and in behalf of our Meeting aforesaid : 

William Rickman, Clerk. 



COMMITTEE OF GOSHEN, ORANGE COUNTY, NEW-YORK, TO 
PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 
Goshen, Orange County, September 14, 1775. 

Sir: The several members of the Committee of this 
Precjnct, who were appointed to preside at the electing of 
officers in the several Companies of the Regiment in this 
Precinct, have made return to the Committee that they 
have attended accordingly, and that the choice fell upon 
the following persons, to wit: 

Goshen Company: Captain, George Thompson; Lieu- 
tenants, Joseph Wood and Coe Dale; Ensign, Daniel 
Everett, Jun. 

Florioa Company: Captain, Nathaniel Elmer ; Lieu- 
tenants, John Poppino, Jun., and John Sayre; Ensign, 
Richard Bailey. 

Wawayand a Company: Captain, William Blair; Lieu- 
tenants, Thomas Wisner and Thomas Sayre, Jun.; Ensign, 
Richard Johnson. 

Drownedland Company : Captain, Samuel Jones, Jun.; 
Lieutenants, Peter Gale and Jacob Dunning; Ensign, Sam- 
uel Webb. 

Chester Company: Captain, John Jackson; Lieuten- 
ants, John Wood and James Miller; Ensign, James Par- 
shall. 

Pochack Company: Captain, Ebenezer Owen; Lieu- 
tenants, Increase Holly and John Brunson ; Ensign, David 
Rogers. 

Warwick Company: Captain, Chas. Beardsley ; Lieu- 
tenants, Richard Welling and Samuel Lobdell; Ensign, 
John Price, 



Pond Company : Captain, Henry Wisner, Jun.; Lieu- 
tenants, Abr'm Dolson, Jun., and Peter Bartholf; Ensign, 
John Hopper. 

West side of the Walkill : Captain, Gilbert Bradner; 
Lieutenants, Joshua Davis and James Dolson; Ensign, 
Daniel Finch. 

Wantage Company: Captain, Daniel Rosekrans; Lieu- 
tenants, James Clark and Jacob Cole ; Ensign, Samuel 
Cole. 

The Committee have ordered me to make return of the 

above list to the honourable Provincial Congress, and desire 

that the commissions may be made out immediately and 

sent up, and the Companies to range in the above order. 

I am 5'our humble servant, t-» - -r, 

' Daniel Lverett, 

Chairman of the Committee for the Precinct of Goshen. 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President of the 
Honourable Provincial Congress. 



A List of the Officers commissioned in the First (or Col- 
onel Lasher's) Regiment, in New- York, September 
14, 1775. 

Colonel, John Lasher; Lieutenant-Colonel, Abraham 
Brasher; First Major, Andrew Stockholm ; Second Major, 
Sebastian Bowman. 

Prussian Blues: Captain, James Alner; First Lieu- 
tenant, James Moore ; Second Lieutenant, Henry Tiebout; 
Third Lieutenant, Henry Brasher. 

Oswego Rangers: Captain, John Roosevelt; First Lieu- 
tenant, Charles Dickenson; Second Lieutenant, Abraham 
Mesier ; Third Lieutenant, Gershom Duyckinck. 

Rangers: Captain, James Able; First Lieutenant, John 
Johnson; Second Lieutenant, John Bancker ; Third Lieu- 
tenant, Abraham B. Bancker. 

Fusiliers : Captain, Henry G. Livingston ; First Lieu- 
tenant, Andrew Loft; Second Lieutenant, James Van 
Zundt; Third Lieutenant, Benjamin Seix as ; Fourth Lieu- 
tenant, William S. Livingston. 

Heart's Oak: Captain, John Berrian; First Lieuten- 
ant, Frederick Jay ; Second Lieutenant, David Dickson; 
Third Lieutenant, Cornelius Bogert. 

Grenadiers : Captain, Abr'm Van Dyck; First Lieu- 
tenant, John Anthony ; Second Lieutenant, James Byers; 
Third Lieutenant, Ephraim Brasher. 

Light-Infantry: Captain, William W. Gilbert; First 
Lieutenant, John Wiley ; Second Lieutenant, Wynant Van 
Zandt ; Third Lieutenant, George Yeoman. 

Sportsmen : Captain, Abraham Van Wyck; First Lieu- 
tenant, Theophilus Beekman; Second Lieutenant, Gerar- 
dus Beekman; Third Lieutenant, John Young. 

German Fusiliers : Captain, William Leonard ; First 
Lieutenant, Peter Grim; Second Lieutenant, John Har- 
beck ; Third Lieutenant, Oliver Mildeberger. 

Surgeon, Malnchi Treat; Adjutant, Philip Brasher; 
Quartermaster, William Leary. 

Light-Horse : Captain, Abraham P. Ijott ; First Lieu- 
tenant, John Leary; Second Lieutenant, Peter Kelteltas; 
Third Lieutenant, Thomas Beekman; Adjutant and Quar- 
termaster, Jacamiah Allen. 

Artillery i Captain, Samuel Tudor; Captain-Lieu- 
tenant, James Seagrove ; First Lieutenant, John Dcvan ; 
Second Lieutenant, Nicholas H. Bogert; Third Lieuten- 
ant, Francis Lewis, Jun. 



COLONEL JAMES ROGERS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

CumbsrUnd County, Westminster, September 14, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: I have received your letter bearing 
date May 31st, 1775, and the papers enclosed; it was 
till the 10th of July before I received the same. I sin- 
cerely thank you for this intelligence of matters which so 
nearly concern us. We have appointed Committees, agree- 
able to the desire of your Provincial Congress. I have 
laid the said papers before the Committee of Safety for 
said County ; they are all well pleased with the same. The 
Association recommended to be signed is now circulating 
through the County, and I imagine the people will uni- 
versally sign the same. We expect to be able to send 
them very soon. If any thing material should occur, which 
deserves our notice, we should take it as a favour if you 
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would seasonably communicate the same to us. You will 
perceive by our Delegates, honoured Sir, that the Coun- 
ty have nominated sundry gentlemen, as the most qualified 
persons for Field-Officers in this County. I would desire 
they might all be commissioned except myself. 1 desire 
it upon political principles. 

I am, with great respect, your most obedient humble 

servant, T _, 

James Kogehs. 

The Honourable P. V. B. Livingston, Esq. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER IN THE NEW- 
YOKK SERVICE, DATED AT THE CARRYING PLACE NEAR 
TICONDEROGA, SEPTEMBER 14, 1775. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I have at length 
reached this place, with all my people, having been so for- 
tunate as not to have left one of them on the way. They 
are a parcel of hearty lads, and, from some circumstances 
that have occurred, I flatter myself they will not turn their 
noses from the smell of gunpowder in the day of trial, 
which is near at hand, as we intend setting off to-mor- 
row morning, on our way to lsle-aux-Noix, where I under- 
stand they are impatiently waiting our coming, in order to 
make an attack on the Fort which the Regulars have 
erected at St. John's. We are so much wanted there, that 
the boats are ordered to be in readiness to receive the 
Company under my command, in preference to all others. 
It is said the Canadians have positively refused to take any 
part at all in the dispute. I fancy they are a good deal 

like and intend to join the strongest party, although 

they now supply both with provisions for the ready penny. 
We have met with nothing but difficulties and embarrass- 
ments at every post on our way. 

The Troops have been much retarded, for want of boats, 
&c, &tc, and some are still detained on that account. I 
am in perfect good health, which I pray God to continue, 
till I can give a good account of Governour Carleton and 
his bloody backs. I call them so, not so much for the 
colour of their clothes, as for their base and savage con- 
duct in suffering the head of the brave Captain Baker to 
be severed from his body, and fixed upon a pole at St. 
John's, where it now remains, as a monument of their savage 
tempers, and an incentive to us bravely to revenge his 
death, or fall in the glorious attempt. I have nothing new 
to communicate, except that a small skirmish has lately 
happened near St. John's, occasioned by a party of fifty of 
our men going out to reconnoitre ; they were surprised, it 
is said, by a party of Regulars, Canadians, and savages, 
who lay in ambush, concealed in the sedge or very high 
grass. We had five or six men killed, and several wounded, 
four or five of whom have since died of their wounds. 
Major Hobby and Captain Mead, of Connecticut, are slightly 
wounded. The enemy had several wounded ; among the 
former, Captain Tyce, of Johnstown, in Tryon County, a 
native of New-Jersey, who was formerly a Captain in the 
service of that Province, and an old acquaintance of mine ; 
but it now appears he was a rank tory. I am very happy to 
think he met the fate which I hope every one like him 
will share before the matter is ended. The above is the 
best account I could obtain, and I believe it is a pretty 
just one. 

I have only to add my compliments to all friends, and 
request they will be kind enough to excuse my not writing 
to them severally, as I have this moment received orders 
to embark, and every minute of my time will necessarily 
be taken up in preparing for my departure from hence. 

I am, &c, &tc, Sic. 

P. S. Col. Fleming, Mr. Trumbull, Captain Quaclcen- 
bos, Mr. Pearsea, and Lieutenant Van Waggener, with 
my brother officers, desire their kind compliments to you 
and all friends. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, September 14, 1775. 

Sir : I am favoured with a letter from Governour Trum- 
bull, in answer to mine, proposing a voyage to Bayonne, in 
which he informs me that the Council of the Colony of 
Connecticut are summoned to meet this day, to take the 
scheme into consideration. 



This, Sir, is the time to exert ourselves in sending to 
Europe for powder, as the vessels may perform their voy- 
ages and return upon this coast in the winter, when the 
enemy's ships are unable to cruise. 1 have written to our 
Delegates, strongly recommending it to them to use their 
influence that measures may be taken to procure sufficient 
quantities of that necessary article. I have also advised 
them to move in Congress for opening some lead mines 
immediately, as the depending upon a precarious supply 
by sea, when we have such quantities in our own Country, 
seems to me very preposterous ; and, I believe, the article 
in this way will cost us less money than it can be imported 
for. 

Captain Whipple sailed on Tuesday, with sixty-one men 
on board, and every way in good order. I have given him 
instructions to cruise fourteen days off Sandy-Hook for the 
packet ; and if he is so fortunate as to meet her, to take her 
at all events; to take out of her the letters, arms, ammu- 
nition, and warlike stores, and to land the letters at South- 
ampton, and forward them immediately by express. After 
the taking of the packet, or the expiration of the time, he 
is immediately to proceed to Bermuda, and, if possible, 
take the powder into possession, without any communica- 
tion with the inhabitants. I have given it to him strictly 
in charge not to make use of your address, unless in case 
of absolute necessity. 

The noble example set by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Livery of London, in their late address to the King, 
will, I hope, have a good effect in the other parts of the 
Kingdom, and, together with the disaffection of the people 
of Ireland to the iniquitous measures now pursuing against 
the Colonies, added to our own efforts, compel the Minis- 
try to depart from their favourite plan of establishing 
arbitrary power in America. 

This letter waits upon you by Joshua Barcode, Esq. 
He is a gentleman of a genteel fortune, a member of our 
General Assembly, and hath highly distinguished himself 
in the glorious cause in which America is embarked. I 
beg leave to recommend him to your Excellency's notice ; 
and am, with great esteem and regard, Sir, your most hum- 



ble and most obedient servant, 
To General Washington. 



Nicholas Cooke. 



CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Thursday, September 14, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
holden at Lebanon, present : 

His Honour the Governour, Hon. Deputy-Governour 
Griswold, Jabez Huntington, Esq., William Williams, 
Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua West, and 
Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

His Honour laid before us a Letter from General Wash- 
ington, dated the 8th instant, containing a peremptory and 
unconditional demand, that all the remainder of our last 
raised Troops be forthwith ordered and sent to him at the 
camp near Boston. 

On which, great consideration was had ; and it appears 
to this Council of much importance that they should remain 
longer on their present stations, at New-Haven, New-Lon- 
don, Stonington, and Lyme, where they are employed in 
throwing up some work? of defence against the Ships he, 
which are hovering about the eastern coast, and have of 
late furiously cannonaded Stonington; and, from repeated 
threats and many circumstances, it is probable some of these 
places will be again attacked ; yet, considering how far 
these Troops bave been given up to said General's com- 
mand, and that advantage may be taken against the Colo- 
ny, should we refuse to send them, although we conceive 
they canDOt be so useful at the camp as in their present 
station and employment, it is thought most prudent to com- 
ply with said demand ; and this Board do therefore advise 
this; his Honour to give orders for their immediate march 
to said camp near Boston. 

And then, on consideration, it appearing of importance 
for the safety and quiet of the people of this Colony, that 
those places, from which said Troops are now to be re- 
moved, should not be left naked and defenceless, and the 
works of defence begun drop and fall through, it is consi- 
dered and ordered, that fifty men be enlisted and raised by 
and be under command of Major Oliver Smith, and equip- 
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ped for defence at Stonington, and to pursue and carry on 
the worts of defence begun and necessary there, for a term 
not beyond the 20th of October; said Major Smith to be 
paid as a Captain, and Non-Commissioned Officers and the 
Soldiers as on the present establishment. And, also, that 
seventy men be raised in the same manner, and for the 
same purposes, at New-London, or places adjacent, under 
the care and command of Colonel G. Saltonsiall, and for 
the term as aforesaid ; he to have pay as a Captain, and 
the rest as aforesaid. 

And, also, that twenty men be raised , as aforesaid, at Lyme, 
and properly equipped, to watch and guard and defend at 
Black Point, Black Hall, or other places where the Cat- 
tle and Stock may be exposed to be robbed and plundered, 
by and under the. direction of Lieutenant Lee Lay ; he to 
have pay as an Ensign, and the other as aforesaid, and for 
the term as aforesaid. 

And, also, that fifty men be enlisted and raised in like 
manner at New-Raven, and kept and employed there for 
defence for the term aforesaid, and to cany on such defen- 
sive works as have been b-fore proposed and ordered, in case 
and on condition the people of said Town are desirous of 
it, and think it necessary for their safety; to be under the 
command of such persons as shall be nominated by William 
Williamsmu) Nathaniel Wales, Esquires, who are going 
through that Town in a few days, who are to advise and 
make proper inquiry, and conduct the matter according- 
ly ; and that the commander of them have power to raise 
and enlist said fifty men, and have pay as a Lieutenant, 
and the Soldiers as on the present establishment, and bil- 
leting as aforesaid. 

And further Voted, That said Soldiers be allowed nine 
Pence per day for billeting themselves, instead of any' other 
provision or allowance for that purpose. 

And Voted, That a half a ton of the Powder lately ar- 
rived be sent to General Washington, instead of a ton, as 
agreed at the last meeting. 

A motion, by Letter, from the Hon. Deputy-Governour 
Cooke, of Rhode-Island, proposing that this Colony join 
with them in sending to Bayonne for Powder, and propo- 
sing a favourable way to obtain it by a French Bottom, and 
Frenchmen there, &tc, was considered, and on the whole 
advised, that His honour the Governour make a complaisant 
answer, and advise him that we have advanced and laid out 
so largely for that article, and so much exhausted, and 
having reason to expect a supply Uc, that we cannot 
well proceed further at this time, and recommend to pro- 
pose the measure to General Washington. 

Then Commissions were made out, and written at large, 
for the Armed Brig Minerva, viz: Giles Hall, Captain; 
James Hopkins, First Lieutenant; Thompson Phillips, 
Second Lieutenant; (now so appointed instead of It/del 
Tinker, who declined ;) and Warrants for William Ply mate, 
Master; Benjamin Cranston, Gunner; William Warner, 
Mate; and do appoint Andrew Johonnot Steward, and a 
Warrant for Grey Powers, appointed Boatswain. 

Allowed an account of Captain Giles Hall, for five clays' 
service, and expense on a journey through the sea-coast 
Towns, in July last, with others, to look out proper Vessels 
to arm and furnish for the defence of the coasts, &c, three 
Pounds, two Shillings ; and the Clerk drew an Order on 
the Pay Table for it, &c. 

On a pressing motion by one Widow Smith, of New-Lon- 
don, present ; that the prisoners lately driven back to New- 
London, by stress of weather, with a Vessel piratically 
taken from Stonington by Captain Wallace, of the Rose 
man-of-war, now confined at Windham, may be exchanged 
for her Son Arnos Smith, Benjamin Green, ^nd Nathan 
Comstock, who were lately injuriously taken by said Wal- 
lace in a boat in New-London Harbour, she havinc been 
to Newport, (as she thinks,) and settled and agreed for 
such exchange. It is agreed that such exchange may be 
made, and the Governour is advised to order said prisoners 
to be delivered up to proper persons for that purpose. 

Ordered, That one hundred and fifty pounds of Powder 
be delivered to Captain Niles, for the use of the Armed 
Schooner Spy, under his command. 

Ordered, That three hundred pounds of Powder be de- 
livered to the Committee at Middletown, for the purpose of 
raising Lead Ore, &c. 

And the Meeting was dismissed. 



Cambridge, September 14, 1775. 

The following lists of the persons now in Boston Jail, 
and who have died there, for no other crime than that of 
being friends to their Country, was brought out of Boston 
a few days ago. 

Prisoners taken at Bunker's Hid, June 17, 1775. 

Lieut. Col. Parker, of Chelmsford, - Dead. 

Capt. Benjamin Walker, - Ditto, - - Ditto. 

Lieut. Amaziah Fosset, - Groton, - - Ditto. 

Lieut. William Scott, - - Peterborough, - Alive. 

Sergeant Robert Phelps, - Lancaster, - • Dead. 

Phineas Nevers, - - Windsor, - - Ditto. 

Oliver Stevans, - Townsend, - - Ditto. 

Daniel McGrath, - - Unknown, - - Ditto. 

John Perkins, ... New-Rutland, - Alive. 

Jacob Frost, - - - Tewksbury,- - Ditto. 

Amasa Fisk, ... Pepperell, - - Dead. 

Daniel Sessions, - - - Andover, - - Alive. 

Jonathan Norton, - - Newburyport, - Ditto. 

Philip Johnson Peck, - - Boston, Mansfield, Ditto. 

Benjamin Bigelovv, - - Peckerfield, - - Ditto. 

Benjamin Wilson, - - Billerica, - - Ditto. 

Archibald Mcintosh, - - Townsend, - - Dead 

David Kemp, ... Groton, - - Ditto. 

John Deland, ... Charlestown, - Alive. 

Lawrence Sullivan, - - Weathersfield, - Ditto. 
T. Kettle, (a lad, dismissed,) Charlestown. 

William Robinson, - - Unknown, - - Dead. 

Benjamin Ross, - - Ashford, Conn., - Ditto. 

John Dillon, - - - Jersey, O. Eng., - Ditto. 

One unknown, - - - - - - - Ditto. 

W'illiam Kench, - - Peckerfield, - - Ditto. 

James Dodge, - Edinburgh, Scot., - Ditto. 

William Rollinson, - - Connecticut,- - Ditto. 

John Lord, ... Unknown, - - Ditto. 

James Milliken, - - Boston, - - Ditto. 

Stephen Foster, - - Groton, - - Ditto. 
Dead 20. Alive 10. Dismissed]. 
Riflemen Prisoners. 

Walter Cruse, Taken, York County, Pennsylvania. 
John Brown, Ditto, Ditto. 

Cornelius Tunison, deserted from the American camp, 
and confined for attempting to get back. 

Prisoners, Inhabitants of Boston, September 2, 1775. 

Master Lov ell, imprisoned sixty-five days, charged with 
being a spy, and giving intelligence to the rebels. 

Mr. Leach, sixty-five days, charged with being a spy, 
and suspected of taking plans, 

Mr. Peter Edes, son of Mr. Benjamin Edes, printer, 
and Mr. William Starr, seventy-five days each, for havinc 
fire-arms concealed in their houses. 

Mr. John Gill, printer, twenty-nine days, for printing 
treason, sedition and rebellion. 



DOCTOR CHURCH TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

American Hospital, September 14, 1775. 

Dr. Church presents his most respectful compliments 
to General Sullivan, and most heartily felicitates himself 
on receiving so honorary a testimonial of General Sullivan's 
approbation, as he met with the last evening, at Head- 
Quarters. The Doctor esteems himself peculiarly happy 
that the undeserved prejudice against him is so totally 
removed, which, from frequent intimations, he was appre- 
hensive had possessed the General's mind. He flatters 
himself that his whole conduct, during the present unhap- 
py contest, will bear the strictest scrutiny. A regard to 
place, popularity, or the more detestable motive of avarice, 
never influenced his conduct in publick life. The sole 
object of his pursuit, the first wish of his heart, was ever 
the salvation of his Country. 

The Doctor, nevertheless, in justice to himself, and with 
respect to the man who behind the curtain has influenced 
and took the lead in the opposition to him, must declare, 
that although he could never stoop to act the parasite, play 
the buffoon, or become the herald of his own eminence in 
his profession, would feel the indignation of conscious merit, 
should he be put in competition with the person who vainly 
endeavours to supplant him. 

Hon. General Sullivan. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CAMBRIDGE TO A GENTLEMAN 
IN NEW-YORK, DATED SEPTEMBER 14, 1775. 

Your Committee of Safety have much obliged the Gen- 
eral, and served the cause, in forwarding the powder, which 
has given our Army fresh spirits and life. I wish it had 
been thought proper to have sent forward the clothing, 
as it would have been of great service to our detachment, 
which set off for Canada yesterday. Colonel Arnold com- 
mands it, and expects to penetrate into Quebeck, about 
ninety miles below Montreal, if the season is not too far 
advanced, or the Canadians and Indians unfavourable to 
the scheme. We flatter ourselves, that in a kw weeks we 
shall hear of his being in possession of Qucbeck ; there is 
only a Company of twenty-five men there at present, and 
the American cause highly favoured, both by French and 
English. All our accounts from that Province are very 
promising, and afford the pleasing hope that, ere long, 
that great Province will accede to the American league. 

A vessel, taken by the Lively man-of-war, was retaken 
a few days ago, and brought into Cape-Ann, by an armed 
schooner that the General had fitted out from Marblehcad ; 
and had it not been for a mutiny among the crew, they 
might have retaken eight more, and got Dawson, the 
Captain of the man-of-war that had seized them. The 
rascals are brought down here under guard, and I hope 
will meet with their deserts. We have several deserters, 
and taken above twenty prisoners within these two weeks 
last past ; one a domestick of General Howe's, but bring- 
ing us nothing very new. He says, the usual chat at his 
master's table was, that they should winter in Cambridge ; 
the colleges would make good barracks, &c; and he be- 
lieves they will come out. They have now got about twenty 
flat-bottomed boats, that will contain sixty men each, and 
frequently practise the men in embarking and disembark- 
ing. Siich an event is most ardently wished by every 
man in our Army. In all human appearance, their utter 
defeat would be inevitable. We have now got some float- 
ing batteries built, under the direction of Admiral Put- 
nam, whose versatile genius is as ready for operation by 
water as land. As soon as they are completely equipped, 
we hope to send you some account of their doings, as the 
phrase is here. Seven of the prisoners were taken very 
oddly ; one got into a boat, which he was awkward in 
managing, and was like to drive on our shore ; a sergeant 
and five men set out in another, to bring him back ; they 
knew as little of a boat as he did, and the whole seven came 
driving over with a strong wind and tide into our guards. 

Doctor Coats, Captain Melchior, and Matthew Duman, 
of your City, with some other volunteers, are gone with 
Colonel Arnold to Quebeck. 

All hostilities between the two camps have ceased for 
several days. The irregular firing on the lines and sen- 
tries having been found very prejudicial to the discipline 
and good order of the Army, is positively forbidden, on pain 
of being fired upon by our sentries. 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE. 

Whitehall, September 15, 1775. 

Sir : By despatches which we have received from Go- 
vernour Martin, dated in the month of July, it appears 
that notwithstanding he has been reduced to the humilia- 
ting necessity of taking refuge on board His Majesty's 
ship Cruiser in Cape-Fear river, and of submitting to see 
His Majesty's Fort Johnson burnt before his face, within 
gun-shot of the Cruiser, he continues to be of opinion 
that if he was supported with a small force, and a large 
supply of arms, and some field-pieces, he could raise a 
body of men in that Colony, sufficient to reduce the re- 
bellious subjects, both there and in South-Carolina, to 
obedience, and to awe the Colonies of Virginia, and pre- 
vent any auxiliaries being sent from thence to the north- 
ward. 

The enclosed extracts from Governour Martin's letter 
will more fully explain to you what he says ; but, I must 
confess, I think he is much too sanguine ; and that, from 
the late advices of the state of North- Carolina, there is 
not much ground to hope any thing considerable can be 
effected there. 

As he speaks, however, of the probability of success 



with so much confidence, it has been thought fit to order 
a supply of ten thousand stand of arms, and six light field- 
pieces, to be sent to you, without loss of time, in order to 
enable you to afford him such assistance in that particular 
as may be requisite ; and it is His Majesty's pleasure that 
if you find, when this letter reaches you, that there are 
any good grounds to suppose that the sending to North- 
Carolina a detachment of your Army, under an able and 
intelligent officer, would have the good effect Mr. Martin 
seems to expect, and His Majesty's service will in other 
respects admit of it, you do in that case send such detach- 
ment, consisting of one battalion at least, together with the 
arms and field-pieces herewith sent to you, for there is no 
doubt that if what Mr. Martin suggests can be effected, it 
would be an advantage of the greatest importance, next to 
the regaining our ground in New-York. 

I am, &c, Dartmouth. 



JOHN STUART TO GENERAL GAGE. 

St. Augustine, September 15, 1775. 

Sir: I had the honour of writing your Excellency fully 
from hence the 20th July, since which I have not received 
any of your Excellency's commands. I then fully sub- 
mitted the motives which induced my coming here, with 
copies of my correspondence with the Committee of In- 
telligence at Charlestown, which went by the transport 
that carried the detachment of the Fourteenth Regiment 
from hence to Virginia; and I took the liberty of request- 
ing my Lord Dunmore to forward mine with his own 
despatches, which gives me reason to hope that they may 
have reached your Excellency's hands. 

The seizure of the gunpowder, intended for supplying 
the Indian trade, at Savannah, by the tnalecontents of 
Georgia and South-Carolina, of which in my last I ac- 
quainted your Excellency, gave the greatest reason to 
apprehend a general dissatisfaction throughout the Indian 
tribes in this department, which occasioned my sending off 
expresses to my Deputies in the different Indian countries, 
with talks calculated to quiet the fears and jealousies that 
by such a step must have been excited in their m'rnds ; 
accordingly, on the 15th ultimate, I sent the talks, of which 
1 have now the honour to submit copies, to the Creeks and 
Cherokces, with instructions to the Deputies in said nations 
to support their own consequence, 'and to frustrate any 
attempts of the emissaries sent by the Carolina Congress, 
or any other persons, to alienate the minds of the Indians 
from their duty to His Majesty, and their confidence in him 
and his officers, at the same time to prevent their commit- 
ting any act of violence or hostility on the inhabitants of 
the Provinces, by all possible means ; since which, I have 
received a letter from Mr. Taitt, in the Upper Creek Na- 
tion, dated 1st August, of which I also submit an extract. 
For the officers in the Indian department to keep the In- 
dians quiet, and at the same time support their own 
influence with them, in opposition to the machinations of 
the emissaries sent to debauch their minds, will prove a 
difficult and delicate task ; for when the Indians hear with 
certainty that their ammunition is seized, they may pro- 
bably determine upon some such rash step as Mr. Taitt 
apprehends, which will by the candour of the disaffected 
be charged upon Government. 

About the 25th of last month, an Indian of some note 
in the Lower Creek Nation arrived here ; he came with an 
Indian trader named Carr; they brought me the above- 
mentioned letter from Mr. Taitt. The Indian's principal 
business here was to get certain information concerning my 
safety, the seizure o( their ammunition, and to learn the 
disposition of the Provinces in general respecting the In- 
dians. He was highly pleased to see me, and said that 
his return would relieve the Indians from their fears. Carr, 
the trader, brought three pack-horses to carry home a sup- 
ply of ammunition for his Town, with which I furnished 
him ; but, by his indiscretion, the news of his arrival and 
business here was spread through the country, and a party 
from Georgia was sent to waylay him upon his return, 
which they effected, and seized his ammunition ; my packet 
was taken from him, which contained duplicates of my 
talks to the Indians, and letter to my Deputies. I greatly 
apprehend the resentment of the Indians, upon receiving 



715 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, be, SEPTEMBER, 1775. 



716 



an account of thij. .affair from the chief, who was witness 
to it ; however bad the consequence may prove, they can 
have none but themselves to blame. The disappointment 
to me is great, as I am informed that the person recom- 
mended by Governour Tonyn, and charged with my des- 
patches, which were delivered to him the 15th ultimate, 
had not set out from his own house, some miles from 
hence, the 4th current. 1 have sent another person to 
take and proceed with my letters, and, lest any accident 
befal him also, I shall immediately send off a third. 

Two Cherokee chiefs arrived in the Creek Nation in the 
beginning of June last ; they had a meeting with the chiefs 
the 8th of same mpnth, where they declared that their 
business was to renew ancient friendship. They produced 
fifteen belts and. strings of beads, as credentials; this they 
thought proper on the death of the Mortar, who was their 
protector in that nation. The Creek chiefs admonished 
them to make up all differences, if they had any, with the 
whole people; to attach themselves to the King's interest, 
and depend upon his protection ; they returned thanks for 
the advice, which they declared to be exactly correspond- 
ing with their intentions. 

I am sorry to be informed, by a late letter from Lord 
William Campbell, that about forty Catawbas are at 
Charlestown, and in the service of the new Governours. 
This ungrateful little tribe has for several years been 
greatly upon the decline. I have, however, never neglect- 
ed them, but, on the contrary, upon all occasions, I have 
protected and obtained justice for them. Their annual 
presents and provisions amounted to a considerable sum ; 
but as they are domiciliated and dispersed through the set- 
tlements of North and South- Carolina, it is no wonder that 
they should be practised upon and seduced by the inhabi- 
tants with whom they live, as by their ignorance they are 
fit tools to be worked upon and receive any impression ; it 
will, however, have a good effect if Mr. Johnson can get 
a proper message sent to them by the Six Nations. I 
shall not fail to let them hear from the Creeks and Chero- 
kees. 

As the competition for the friendship of the Indian Na- 
tions in this district will be great, I must strengthen the hands 
of all my officers, that, in point of presents, they may be 
upon a footing with the emissaries of the malecontents ; for 
which purpose I have purchased presents and provisions, 
and directed them to furnish themselves with several arti- 
cles from Augusta and West-Florida. As I can have no 
access to the quantity purchased for the ordinary service 
of the department for the current year, now in store in 
Charlestown, which I was obliged to leave there, and as I 
have invited the principal Creek chiefs to come here, they 
must return well satisfied, which lays me under the neces- 
sity of drawing upon your Excellency for two thousand 
six hundred and twenty-five Pounds, York currency, equal 
to fifteen hundred Pounds sterling, payable to Mr. Richard 
Yates, of New-York, by way of impressed, to be accounted 
for. I am obliged to draw for this sum at once, as no 
money can be raised here, or in any of the southern Pro- 
vinces, upon bills drawn by the servants of Government 
upon your Excellency. I must therefore order this sum 
to be remitted to London, and be at my disposal, to answer 
such bills as I may find necessary to draw upon it, for dis- 
charging the unavoidable extra expense which will neces- 
sarily be incurred this year. 

_ I think it proper to acquaint your Excellency that 
hitherto I have not received one shilling of the money due 
by the new-ceded lands in Georgia, for expenses incurred 
in conducting the negotiation ; and, as affairs are situated, I 
think it not probable that any part of it will be paid soon. 
I therefore hope your Excellency will be pleased to grant 
the impressed abovementioned. 

I have the honour of being, with the utmost respect, 
Sir, your Excellency's most obedient and humble servant, 

John Stuart. 
To his Excellency the Honourable Thomas Gage, Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

P. S. This letter I intrust to the care of Mr. Cameron, 
who is desirous of joining the Army, as a volunteer. From 
what I know of him, I doubt not but he will do his duty 
faithfully. ' 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CHARLESTOWN, SOUTH-CAR- 
OLINA, DATED SEPTEMBER 15, 1775. 

Our people have taken possession of Fort Johnson, 
where there are now between five and six hundred of our 
Provincials, who are in daily expectation of an attack from 
the man-of-war, one armed vessel, and two packets armed, 
orvd now in the Road. I hope they may never do it, as 
aur fort is in a very defenceless situation, and not able at 
present to make any resistance. 



James stewart to the people of Virginia. 

Williamsburgh, September 15, 1775. 

The subscriber, who is an inhabitant of Virginia, and 
just returned from England (where he has been for these 
eighteen months past, on purpose to make Jiimself ac- 
quainted with the culture and preparation of several dyes) 
has brought in with him the seeds and roots of madder, 
woad, and welde, (commonly called dyer's weed,) which 
are the fundamental dyes of all colours, either in the linen, 
cotton, or woollen manufactures, with a view to propagate 
them, and makes no doubt of being able to afford them 
full as cheap as they are sold in England. He has like- 
wise brought in the seeds and roots of the aranatto, which 
dyes yellow and pompadour colours; also, the genuine 
rhubarb and licorice plants, with some thriving olive 
trees, &c, &tc. But as the cultivation of them all is too 
much for him to undertake, he offers to supply any gentle- 
man, or company of gentlemen, in Virginia, with seeds 
and roots, and to instruct them how to prepare them for 
the manufacturers ; and as the utensils for preparing the 
different articles for market are to be had in the Country, 
at a small expense, nothing else is required but the labour 
of one hand for every five acres. Madder sells in Eng- 
land, according to the quality, from ten pence to two 
shillings and five shillings per pound ; woad from eighteen 
pounds to twenty pounds a ton, four or five crops of which 
may be made yearly in Virginia; and welde is worth five 
shillings a sheaf, but, for the convenience of exportation, 
it is intended to manufacture it as they do indigo. 

He also offers to instruct one or two ingenious spinning 
wheel makers, that may be appointed by any County Con> 
mittee, to make a machine, or wheel, for spinning cotton, 
with which one hand may spin from fifteen to thirty threads 
at a time ; and he expects no further recompense than as 
the merit of the machine may appear to deserve. 

All persons who intend applying to him must be expe- 
ditious, as the land for the cultivation of the above articles 
ought to be prepared this fall. He may be spoke with at 
Mrs. Vole's, for these eight or ten days ; afterwards at 
Winchester, in Frederick County ; and all letters for him 
may be left at the constitutional post-office in this City, 
directed to the care of Mr. Alexander Wodrow, merchant 
in Falmouth. James Stewart. 



petition of the inhabitants of yonkers, NEW-YORK. 

Lower Yonkers, September 15, 1775. 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Province 
of New-York, in the City of New- York convened, or, 
in their recess, to the Honourable (he Committee of 
Safety. J 

The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the. Precinct of 
the Lower Yonkers, in the County of Westchester, 
humbly sheweth : 

That your honourable house had made a Resolve, and 
published the same, recommending to the inhabitants of 
every Town, Manor, Precinct, and District, within the 
Province aforesaid, to meet, nominate and appoint Cap- 
tains and other officers, to form themselves as Companies 
of Militia. And whereas the inhabitants of this Precinct 
did meet, agreeable to your said Resolve, on the 24th day 
of August last, under the inspection of the Committee of 
that District, and by a very great majority, as by the list 
will appear, did nominate and appoint Mr. John Cock, of 
the said Precinct, for his known skill and ability in military 
discipline, and for other good causes, Captain of the said 
Company, for the District aforesaid : And whereas we are 
informed that a complaint hath been made to the Commit- 
tee, by a few of the inhabitants, against the said Mr. John 
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Cock, out of spite and malice ; and as we conceive what 
has been alleged against him was before signing the As- 
sociation, we are well assured that since his signing the 
said Association, no person can accuse him of breaking the 
same, by any ways or means whatsoever. Therefore, we, 
the petitioners and subscribers, do humbly beg the indul- 
gence of this honourable House, to grant unto Mr. John 
Cock the commission of Captain for the Company afore- 
said, as we are convinced he was chosen agreeable to your 
said Resolve ; and your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall 
ever pray. 

Charles Tyler, Anthony Archer, John Devoe, 

Martin Post, Basil Archer, Jacob Post, 

James Mnnro, Thomas Oakley, Israel Post, 

Anthony Allaire, Jonathan Fowler, Lewis Post, 

Edward Ryer, Abraham Hick, John Warner, 

B'nj. Farrittgton, Matthias Archer, Elnathan Taylor, 

William Rose, Ezokiel Brown, Thomas Rich, 

Henry Prcsher, Abraham Asten, Elijah Taylor, 

Thomas Farrington, Robert Farrington, Jacob Taylor, 

Isaac Post, John Odle, James Crawford, 

Jam^s Rich, Abraham Odle, Elnathan Taylor, 

Gilbert Brown, Abraham Post, David Oakley, Jr., 

Thomas Tippit, Dennis Post, Joseph Oakley, Jr., 

Samuel Lawrence, William Post, George Crawford, 

Thorn is Merrell, Robert Brown, Moses Oakley, 

Samuel Williams, Daniel Deen, Francis Smith, 

Frederick Brown, Stephen B it tine, Jordan Norris, 

Israel Underhill, Benjamin Arsdam, Frederick Vermilye, 

Henry Brown, Henry Norris, John Corlrigbt, 

Henry Taylor, John Guevinall, Edward Cortright, 



JOHN HANCOCK TO LEWIS MORRIS AND JAMES WILSON. 
Congress Chamber, September 15, 1775, 

Gentlemen: Your letter of the 6th instant was duly 
received, and communicated to the Congress, who imme- 
diately took into consideration the proposed expedition 
against Detroit ; and as the season is so far advanced, and 
the Congress have not sufficient light to direct their judg- 
ment, they cannot undertake to give their countenance to 
the proposed enterprise ; more especially, as an enterprise 
is now on foot, which, if successful, will necessarily draw 
that place after it. 

Enclosed you have two Resolves, passed in Congress, 
relative to the appointment of Dr. Walker and Colonel 
Morris, as Commissioners for Indian Affairs. If Dr. 
Walker should not, be present when this reaches you, it 
may be proper to despatch an express to him, and notify 
him of his appointment. John Hancock. 

To Messrs. L. Morris and J. Wilson, Pittsburgh. 

ARTHUR ST. CLAIR TO GOVERNOUR PENN. 

Pittsburgh, September 15, 1775. 
Sir : Curiosity led me to this place to be present at the 
treaty with the Indians, which was appointed for the 10th 
instant, and that I might have it in my power to give you 
the earliest notice, if any thing happened, that appeared 
necessary for you to be apprized of. The treaty is not yet 
opened, as the Indians are not come in ; but there are ac- 
counts of their being on the way and well-disposed. We 
have, however, been surprised with a manoeuvre of the 
people of Virginia, that may have a tendency to alter their 
disposition. About one hundred men marched here from 
Winchester, and took possession of the fort on the 11th 
inst., which has so much disturbed the Delegates from the 
Congress, that they have thoughts of removing to some 
other place to hold the treaty. They did every thing in 
their power to prevent their coming to the fort, but to no 
purpose. This step has already, as might naturally be 
expected, served to exasperate the dispute between the in- 
habitants of the country, and entirely destroyed the pros- 
pect of a cessation of our grievances from the salutary and 
conciliating advice of the Delegates of the respective Pro- 
vinces in their circular letter ; and they are so sensible, if 
something is not done soon to prevent it, the dispute must 
end in open violence, that they have warmly recommended 
to the Congress, without loss of time, to direct a temporary 
line. It may be necessary, if that measure meets with your 
approbation, to furnish some of the Delegates with the 
draughts and calculations respecting the western extent of 
the Province. 1 take the liberty to mention this, that, sup- 
posing, if agreeable to you, the proper officer may be directed 
to supply them, that the Congress may have it in their 
power to take the matter up, with a prospect of at least no 



disadvantage to the Province. I am sensible, Sir, this is 
out of my way ; but the regard I have for your interests, 
and the gratitude I feel for your favours, must plead my 
excuse, as they are my only motives. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Arthur St. Clair. 

The Honourable Governour Penn. 

to the publick. 
We, Luke Raymond, Ebenezer Raymond, and Billy 
Saunders, of Norwalk, in Connecticut, having, in a cruel 
and unjustifiable manner, been guilty of attacking, beating, 
and mauling William Budd Lucas, of Stamford, for which 
crime we are heartily sorry, and in the first place earnestly 
be«; the forgiveness of said William li. Lucas, and of all 
other persons whom we have offended. And, furthermore, 
we, William Stone, James Hail, Jun., Prince Hoives, and 
Samuel Beebe, of Stamford, and John Bigelow, of Nor- 
walk, having been guilty of being drawn into the riotous 
company above-written, for which misconduct we are sin- 
cerely ashamed, and heartily sorry, and humbly ask the 
forgiveness of all whom we have offended. Furthermore, 
we, Prince Howes, James Hait, Jun., and Samuel Beebe, 
aforesaid, having imprudently subscribed a certain paper, 
said to be drawn up by Captain Tyler Dibble, for which 
misconduct we are sorry, and humbly ask the forgiveness 
of all whom we have offended. And, furthermore, we, one 
and all, solemnly promise and declare that we will, to the 
utmost of our power and ability, exert ourselves in the de- 
fence of our Country, in opposition to the King's Troops. 
In witness and confirmation of the above, we hereunto set 
our hands, consenting to have the above confession printed. 
Dated in Stamford, the 15th day of September, 1775. 
Luke Raymond, William Stone, 

Ebenezer Raymond, Prince Howes, 
Billy Saunders, James Hait, Jun., 

Samuel Beebe, John Bigelow. 

N. B. The above Lucas is accounted a true son of li- 
berty, while the list of subscribers are reputed as having 
acted inimical to the liberties of their Country. 

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO CENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, September 15, 1775. 

Sir: I observe that in the Cambridge paper of yester- 
day there is an extract of a letter from Bermuda to New- 
York, giving an account that upwards of one hundred 
barrels of powder had been taken out of the magazine, 
supposed to have been done by a vessel from Philadel- 
phia, and another from South- Carolina. This intelligence 
appears to me to be true ; and I beg to know your Excel- 
lency's opinion of it as soon as possible, that, if it be thought 
best to relinquish the expedition, I may recall Captain 
Whipple as soon as his cruise for the packet is out. His 
station in the river is very necessary, as Captain Wallace 
hath equipped a sloop with six and a schooner with four 
carriage guns, who may be very troublesome here. 

1 am, with great respect, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Nicholas Cooke. 
To General Washington. 

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, September 15, 1775. 
Sir: I have received your Excellency's letter of the 
8th instant by express, who was detained by sickness, and 
did not deliver it till the 12th in the evening, and my own 
bodily indisposition is some hinderance. Your peremptory 
requisition is fully complied with; all our new levies will 
be at your camp with all convenient expedition. At the 
time they were, by your direction, to remain in the Colony, 
on some reason to suspect a remove from Boston to Nciv- 
York, that they might be able to give them more speedy 
opposition, I ordered Col. Webb, of our Seventh Regiment, 
his men being raised in the western part of the Colony, to 
take his station with three or four Companies at Greenwich, 
the nearest Town of this Colony to New- York, his Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel and Company at New-Haven. The residue 
of his and Colonel Huntington's who were forward in their 
march, one Company to Norwich, and the rest to New- 
London. Last week 1 sent orders to Colonel Webb to 
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march the Companies with him to New-Haven, to be on 
his way so much nearer to your camp. 
. I am surprised that mine of the 5th instant was not re- 
ceived, or not judged worthy of notice, as no mention is 
made of it. 

Stonington had been attacked and severely cannonaded, 
and, by divine Providence, marvellously protected. New- 
London and Stonington are still menaced by the Ministe- 
rial ships and troops; that the militia cannot be thought 
sufficient for their security; that it is necessary to cast up 
some tntrenchments. We are obliged actually to raise more 
men for their security, and for the Towns of New-Haven 
and Lyme. I hoped some of the new levies might have 
been left here till these dangers were over, without injur) 7 
to any of your operations. I own that must be left to your 
judgment ; yet it would have given me pleasure to have 
been acquainted that you did consider it. I thank divine 
Providence and you for this early warning to great care 
and watchfulness, that so the union of the Colonies may be 
settled on a permanent and happy basis. 

I have before me your acceptable letter of the 9th inst. 
The necessities of the Colony to supply our two armed 
vessels, to furnish the men necessarily raised for defence of 
our sea-ports and coasts, and to raise the lead ore, which 
appears very promising, prevents our being able to spare 
more than half a ton. 

You may depend on our utmost exertions for the defence 
and security of the constitutional rights and liberty of the 
Colonies, and of our own in particular. None have shown 
greater forwardness, and thereby rendered themselves more 
the objects of Ministerial vengeance. 

I am, with great esteem and regard for your personal 
character, Sir, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
His Excellency George Washington, Esq. 

P. S. The Glasgow and Rose, men of war, are now at 
Newport, and threaten that on the return of the Swan from 
Boston, probably with men for the purpose, they will at- 
tack New-London and Stonington. All the Regiments in 
the Colony, at a great expense, have been extraordinarily 
disciplined, and one-quarter of them on the sea-coast are 
selected, equipped, and held in readiness as Minute-Men 
for every emergency. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, DATED SEPTEMBER 

16, 1775. 

By Collins or Tyric my last was written to you, and 
therein I apprized you that the intention of this nefarious 
Administration was for the Troops to be removed from Bos- 
ton to New-York, under the command of Howe, founded 
on an expectation of being joined by that Roman Catho- 
lick devil, Carleton, from Quebeck. From a conviction of 
the impracticability of the Canadian scheme, and from the 
repeated complaints of all the officers of the cooped-up 
Troops in Boston, repeated councils have been held here 
of late, to ascertain the Province the Regulars should 
remove to. Much division was among them, (and God in- 
crease it, say I,) and, after torturing their ill-informed judg- 
ments, they agreed to leave the destined place to winter at 
to six of the principal military and naval commanders in 
Boston, with liberty for them, in case of an equality of 
voices, to call in an umpire or casting vote, who should be 
the next eldest land officer. From hence you see that as 
yet it is to us unknown what Province will be cursed with 
the presence of His Sacred Majesty's fleet and army; for 
wherever the one goes the other must follow. The reason 
given for the removal is the scarcity of food, and the danger 
of a total destruction of the Troops, if they are continued 
in Boston till winter. This fresh order went out only a 
fortnight since. But where can such a fleet lie securely 
all winter for the protection of the Army ? You that are 
on the spot can best conceive, as it is determined they shall 
be in one of the Twelve United Provinces. For my part, 
I am clear of opinion that from the vigilance, courage, and 
number of my countrymen, they will not be suffered to 
remain in either of the nobly independent Colonies, but 
will be constrained to proceed either to Quebeck or Ha- 
lifax. 

At this time, several transports are taken up, purposely 
to conVey to the Troops oxen, sheep, and every kind of 



poultry, with every other necessary of life, and this with 
the utmost expedition, as Government is afraid that many 
a gallant soldier is forced to a barbarian meal — the effects 
of the Don Quixote expedition. And whilst transports 
are taken up to feed the knights of the rueful face, the emis- 
saries of Administration are busy throughout the Kingdom 
in cajoling the ignorant to sign addresses to the King, pray- 
ing him to proceed in cutting the throats of his American 
subjects. Already two notorious rebel Towns, Manchester 
and Lancaster, have forwarded theirs, and from such a 
pious, benevolent King, have met the kindest reception. 
The design of these petitions is to collect the sentiments 
of his people, that if happily their numbers square with 
the view of the Ministry, that they may be laid before a 
complying Parliament, who will gratify the religious Sove- 
reign with an act enabling him to send eight thousand Ro- 
man Catholicks from Ireland, and twenty thousand soldiers 
from Russia, as well as to grant the supplies necessary to 
such a blood-thirsty scheme. Bravo! Surely every Ame- 
rican will now lay down his gun, and fly to the royal stand- 
ard. Who says so ? I say, surely, if there was a lukewarm 
American before, he will now quit the preposterous idea, 
and fly at once to the camp of Washington, Wooster, Pre- 
ble, or Schuyler, and there, if necessary, seal with his blood 
his hatred to tyranny and his love of American freedom. 
Counter petitions, or rather protests, will be collected by 
the sons of liberty, and friends to America, throughout old 
England, not Scotland. The County of Middlesex is sum- 
moned to consult on an address to Parliament against Ad- 
ministration, he. This will be a busy winter, and, if my 
judgment is right, a civil war will ensue here before midsum- 
mer next. Impeachments are publickly talked of against 
that great man, Lord Camden; and so vice versa against 
North, Bute, Mansfield, and the whole gang of anti-^4me- 
ricans. 

treaty of neutrality between william henry dray- 
ton and colonel thomas fletchall and others. 

South-Carolina. 

Whereas misunderstandings but too often precipitate men 
and friends into quarrels and bloodshed, which, but for 
such misunderstandings, never could have happened : And 
whereas the present unhappy disputes between Great Bri- 
tain and North America have unhappily occasioned uneasi- 
nesses between a part of the people living between Broad 
and Saluda Rivers, and other adjacent parts, and the other 
inhabitants of the Colony aforesaid, from misunderstand- 
ings as aforesaid, inasmuch as the said part of the peo- 
ple as aforesaid, having tender consciences, declined to 
accede to the Association signed in Congress on the 4th of 
June last ; and the said other inhabitants thereby thinking 
that the said declining to accede proceeded from principles 
and designs in them, the said part of the people, inimical to 
the proceedings and designs of the said other inhabitants ; 
and that they, the said part of the people, did mean .to aid, 
assist, and join the British Troops, if any should arrive in 
the Colony aforesaid, during the present unhappy disputes 
as aforesaid : 

And whereas these are all misunderstandings ; and it 
being the sincere wish and desire of all parts of the Colony 
to live in peace and friendship with each other: wherefore, 
for the clearing up the said misunderstandings, and for the 
manifestation of the wish and desire aforesaid, Col. Thomas 
Fletchall, Captain John Ford, Captain Thos. Greer, Cap- 
tain Evan McLaurin, the Reverend Philip Mulkey, Mr. 
Robert Merrick, and Captain Benjamin Wofford, Deputies 
for and sent by the part of the people aforesaid, have re- 
paired to the camp of the Hon. William Henry Drayton, 
Esq., acting under the authority of the Council of Safety 
for this Colony. And, for the purposes aforesaid, it is here- 
by contracted, agreed, and declared, by the Honourable 
William Henry Drayton, in pursuance of powers vested 
in him by the honourable the Council of Safety as afore- 
said, on the one part, and the Deputies aforesaid, in pur- 
suance of powers vested in them by the said part of the 
people, on the other part : 

1st. That the said declining of the part of the people 
aforesaid, to accede as aforesaid, did not proceed from any 
ill or even unfriendly principle or design in them, the said 
part of the people, to or against the principles or designs 
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of the Congress of this Colony, or authorities derived from 
that body, but proceeded only from a desire to abide in 
their usual peace and tranquillity. 

2d. That the said part of the people never did mean to 
aid, assist,or join the British Troops as aforesaid ; and here- 
by it is declared, that if at any time during the present un- 
happy disputes between Great Britain and North- America, 
any British Troops shall or may arrive in this Colony, the 
Deputies aforesaid, for themselves and the part of the peo- 
ple aforesaid, by whom they the said Deputies are autho- 
rized, and whom they do represent, declare, that if any 
British Troops as aforesaid, shall arrive as aforesaid, they, 
the said Deputies, and the part of the people aforesaid, shall 
not and will not give, yield, or afford, directly or indirectly, 
to or for the use, advantage, or comfort of the said British 
Troops, or any part of them, any aid or assistance whatso- 
ever, or hold with them, the said Troops, or any part of 
them, any communication or correspondence. 

3d. That if at any time during the unhappy disputes as 
aforesaid, any person or persons, of the part of the people 
aforesaid, shall, by discourses or words, reflect upon, cen- 
sure, or condemn, or by any conduct oppose the proceed- 
ings of the Congress of this Colony, or authorities derived 
from them, the said Congress, the Council of Safety, or 
General Committee, as the case may be, shall, without 
being deemed to give umbrage to the part of the people 
aforesaid, send to any of the Deputies aforesaid, to make 
requisition that any and every such person or persons as 
aforesaid, offending in any of the premises aforesaid, against 
the proceedings of the Congress or authorities aforesaid, 
may and shall be delivered up to the authority of the Con- 
gress, or the tribunals under that authority, to be questioned 
and tried, and proceeded against, according to the mode of 
proceedings by authority of Congress; and if such person 
or persons as aforesaid, be not delivered up as aforesaid, 
within fourteen days after requisition as aforesaid, then, in 
such case, the Congress, or Council of Safety, or General 
Committed, may and shall be at liberty to use every means 
to apprehend any and every such person or persons as last 
aforesaid, and question, try, and proceed against as afore- 
said, every such person or persons as aforesaid. 

4th, That if any person or persons who has or have 
signed, or shall sign the Association aforesaid, shall, with- 
out authority of Congress, molest any person or persons of 
the part of the people aforesaid, in such case application 
shall be made to the said Congress, or Council of Safety, or 
General Cowrnj'tge, in order that such person or persons, 
so molested, be punished for and restrained from molest- 
ing as aforesaid. 

And it is hereby declared that all and every person of the 
part of the people as aforesaid, not offending in or against 
any of the premises aforesaid, shall and may continue to 
dwell andj'emainat home as usual, safe in their lives, per- 
sons, and . properties : such being no more than what has 
been and is the aim, intention, and inclination of the Con- 
gress of this'Colony, and the authorities under that body. 
All persons who .shall not consider themselves as bound by 
this treaty, must abide by the consequences. 

Done at the camp near Ninety-Six, this 16th day of 
September^ 1775. 

Wm. Hv. Drayton, Thomas Greer, 
Thos. Fletchall, Evan McLaurin, 
John Ford, Benj. Wofford. 



Witnesses : 



( Wm. Th 

: ) Eli Ker 
( Francis 



OMSON, 

Kershaw, 

Salvador. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WILLIAM H, DRAYTON TO THE 
COUNCIL OF SAFETY FOR SOUTH-CAROLINA, DATED SEP- 
TEMBER 17, 1775. 

After all, I assure you our situation is utterly precarious 
while the Governour is at liberty. He animates these men ; 
he tempts them ; and although they are now recovered, 
yet their fidelity is precarious, if he is at liberty to jog them 
again, and lay new toils for them. Gentlemen, allow me 
in the strongest terms to recommend that you make hos- 
tages of the Governour and the officers. To do this is not 
more dangerous to us than what we have done ; it will se- 
cure our safety, which otherwise will be in danger. I would 
also recommend that; the trade with the country be opened ; 



it will give infinite satisfaction. It will convince every per- 
son of the rectitude of our designs. It will obliterate a 
distinction which, if now permitted to remain, will give 
Fietchall's people room to sell their patriotism, &ic, to 
King's Troops, and thus renew, a communication. And, 
indeed, if we will not trade with them, we cannot in con- 
science blame them for trading with those who will trade 
with them. And this seems to correspond with the spirit 
of the resolution of the General Committee, August 23d, 
" but also to give such assurances," &c. I am clearly of 
opinion that upon the instrument of the 16th of September, 
such a relaxation might be grounded. I am persuaded it 
will be attended with the most salutary consequences, and 
therefore I do most heartily recommend that it may be done. 
But above all things I think it is my duty most strongly 
to represent that the Governour should be taken into cus- 
tody. ^ 

I beg leave also to represent that the declaration of the 
13th, and the instrument of the 16th instant, be not only 
printed generally in the Gazettes and in sheets, to be im- 
mediately, by the Committee of Intelligence, circulated 
throughout the Colony, to give general notification thereof, 
(which is greedily desired,) and to prevent erroneous copies, 
but that they be published in England, for this, "reason : 
They will show that no part of the people of this Colony 
are even unfriendly to the designs of Congress ; that none 
of the people will encourage any person, even by word, to 
condemn our proceedings; that all offenders shall be. de- 
livered up to punishment; that no part of the people will 
even hold communication with the King's Troops. All 
this will be in direct contradiction to the Governour's repre- 
sentation of the meritorious conduct and zeal of FletchaWs 
people for the King's service. And for all this to appear 
is of infinite importance, and infinitely preferable to our 
having put a part of those people to the sword, which would 
not only have lain the foundation for lastjpg animosities, 
but would convince Administration that the Governour's 
representations were true, that there was a strong party 
here against the Congress ; all which would invite them to 
send a strong body of Troops here, and that very early. 

Hampton (virginia) committee to captain squire. 

Hampton, September T67T. 775. 
Sir : Yours of the 10th instant, directed to the Com- 
mittee of the Town of Hampton, reciting "that a sloop 
tender in His Majesty's service was, on the 2d instant, cast 
on shore near this place, having on board some, of the 
King's stores," which you say were seized by the inhabi- 
tants, and demanding an immediate return of the same, or 
that the people of Hampton must answer the consequen- 
ces of such outrage, was this day laid before them, who, 
knowing the above recital to be injurious and untrue, think 
proper here to mention the facts relative to this matter. The 
sloop, we apprehend, was not in His Majesty's service, as 
we are well assured that you were on a pillaging or plea- 
suring party ; and although it gives us pain to use indeli- 
cate expressions, yet the treatment received from you calls 
for a state of the facts in the simple language of truth, 
however harsh it may sound. To your own heart we 
appeal, for the candour with which we have stated them ; 
to that heart which drove you into the woods in the most 
tempestuous weather, in one of the darkest nights, to avoid 
the much injured and innocent inhabitants of this County, 
who had never threatened or ill-used you, and who would, 
at that time, have received you, we are assured, with 
humanity and civility, had you made yourself and situa- 
tion known to them. Neither the vessels nor stores were 
seized by the inhabitants of Hampton; the gunner, one 
Mr. Gray, and the pilot, one Mr. Ruth, who were em- 
ployed by you on this party, are men, we hope, who will 
still assert the truth. , From them, divers of our members 
were informed that the vessel and stores, together with a 
good seine, (which you without cause so hastily deserted,) 
were given up as irrecoverably lost, by the officers and 
some of the proprietors, to one Finn, near whose house 
you were drove on shore, as a reward for his entertaining 
you, &c, with respect and decency. 

The threats of a person whose conduct hath evinced 
that he was not only capable but desirous of doing us, in 
our then defenceless state, the greatest injustice, we con- 
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fess, were somewhat alarming ; but, with the greatest plea- 
sure, we can inform you, our apprehensions are now 
removed. 

Although we know we cannot legally be called to 
account for that which you are pleased to style an outrage, 
and notwithstanding we have hitherto by you been treated 
with iniquity, we will, as far as in our power lies, do you 
right upon just and equitable terms. 

First. We, on behalf of this community, require from 
you the restitution of a certain Joseph Harris, the pro- 
perty of a gentleman of our Town, and all other of our 
slaves whom you may have on board ; which said Harris. 
as well as other slaves, hath been long harboured, and 
often employed, with your knowledge, (as appeared to us 
by the confession of Ruth and others, and as is well known 
to all your men,) in pillaging us, under cover of night, of 
our sheep and other live stock. 

Secondly. We require that you will send on shore all 
boats, with their hands, and every other thing you have 
detained on this occasion. 

And lastly. That you shall not, by your own arbitrary 
authority, undertake to insult, molest, interrupt, or detain, 
the persons or property of any one passing to and from 
this Town, as - you have frequently done for sometime 
past. 

Upon complying with those requisitions, we will endea- 
vour to procure every article left on our shore, and shall be 
ready to deliver them to your pilot and gunner, of whose 
good behaviour we have had some proofs. We are, &tc. 

The Committee of Elizabeth City County, 

and Town of Hampton. 

'To'Mdtthciv Squire, Esq., Commander of His Majesty's 
Ship Otter, lying in Hampton Road. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Elizabeth City Coun- 
ty, and Town of Hampton, September 16, 1775 : 

Resolved, unanimously, That the most hearty thanks of 
this Committee, and all those whom they represent, are 
justly due to Major James Inncs, the other Gentlemen Offi- 
cers, and to the several Volunteer Companies now under 
their command, for so expeditiously and cheerfully march- 
ing to our assistance and defence on the alarm occasioned 
by the threats and several insolent letters of a certain Mat- 
thew Squire, commander of His Majesty's Ship the Otter; 
and that this Committee, for themselves and constituents, 
do accordingly present their most hearty and cordial thanks 
to the said very worthy Gentlemen and their Companies. 
W. R. W. Curle, Chairman. 



OFFICERS OF MINUTE-MEN, CORNWALL, PRECINCT, ORANGE 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

Blooming-Grove, September 16, 1775. 

At a meeting of a Company of Minute-men, held at 
Blooming- Grove meeting-house, in the Precinct of Corn- 
wall, in Orange County, New-York, on Friday, the 15th 
instant, for the purpose of choosing their Officers, the fol- 
lowing persons were duly chosen to fill the places of com- 
missioned officers in said Company, viz : 

Thomas Moffat, Captain ; Seth Marvin, First Lieuten- 
ant; James Little, Second Lieutenant; Nathan Strong, 
Ensijm. 

Inspectors. 



Elihi; Marvin, 
Archibald Little, 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMEN IN NEW-YORK, 
FROM AN OFFICER AT ISLE-AUX-NOIX, DATED SEPTEMBER 

16, 1775. 

When I last wrote to you, I was at Crown Point, on my 
way hither ; we arrived here on Monday, the 2d instant, 
and on Wednesday we set out to go down the lake as far 
as St. John's, which is about twelve miles distant, in order 
to find out the disposition of the Canadians. We went on 
thither with great cheerfulness, till, coming within about a 
mile of the fort, the enemy began to fire at our boat3 with 
cannon, which obliged us to land; we immediately formed, 
and marching towards the fort, through the woods, we re- 
ceived a, smart fire from the Indians and Regulars, who 
lay in ambush to destroy us ; we returned the fire very 
freely, us you may well suppose. This continued about 



an hour, when we obliged them to retreat to the fort. 
They killed eight ofuurmen, and wounded.seven. Amongst 
the latter are Major Hobby and Captain Mead, of Colonel 
Waterbury's Regiment. Of the enemy we killed nine, 
and wounded fifteen ; among their killed is Matthias John- 
son. After this fatiguing piece of business, we thought it 
necessary to throw up a small breastwork for our own 
security, which we very speedily did, about three-quarters 
of a mile from the fort; but being so very near, they kept 
continually throwing their bomb shells at us ; and not being 
prepared to answer them in that way, we were obliged to 
retire a mile further from them ; we tarried that night, and 
till ten in the morning, when w T e re-embarked for the 
island. 

On Sunday, the 9th, we again set out, and about ten 
in the evening arrived at the place where we tarried the 
night when we were up before; and then setting out to 
march to Chambly, just as we came to the breastwork 
that we before had thrown up, we received a very heavy 
fire from two batteaus that were on the lake, with swivel 
and grape shot, and at the same time from the savages on 
the shore. Our armed boats perceiving the fire on the 
lake, fired three twelve-pounders, one of which took the 
enemy's principal batteau directly in the bow, and tore her 
from stem to stern ; she immediately sunk, with all the 
men in her, amounting to thirty-five. We then proceeded 
on to the breastwork, where we killed their chief interpre- 
ter and one Indian. We received no hurt at. all. In the 
morning we saw their armed schooner, of one hundred and 
eighty tons, carrying twelve nine-pounders, coming towards 
us ; we then thought it expedient to return to the island, 
until we could have more artillery with us, which we now 
have got, with a great number of bomb shells, mortars, &c. 
We are now immediately to embark a third time, and are 
determined to take the schooner and fort at all events. 

The Canadians have seized two batteaus, that were 
going to St. John's to supply the enemy with provisions. 
On their requesting them to stop, the Regulars fired at 
them, which the Canadians returned, killed twelve Regu- 
lars, and look the rest prisoners. We last night sent off a 
party to Chambly, of one hundred and fifty men, fifty of 
whom are Canadians, that have been in the camp several 
days. 

JOHN WETHERHEADTO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
On board the Asia, September 17, 1775. 

Sir : By letters I have received from my friends on 
shore, I understand that a certain Doctor Nicholson, and 
some other evil-minded persons, had endeavoured to injure 
me greatly, by telling the Committee "that I was the 
person who informed Captain Vandeput of a design to 
take away the guns from the Battery on the 23d of last 
month ; that I had also been to Staten-lsland, in. disguise, 
to purchase provisions to send to Boston in the transport ; 
and, further, that I had furnished the said Nicholson and 
a negro man with pistols to defend themselves, if neces- 
sary, at the time they were purchasing provisions for the 
same purpose." 

As the above reports are either infamous falsehoods or 
gross misrepresentations, the duty I owe to myself and 
family induces me to trouble you, Sir, as a member of the 
Committee, with the following account of my conduct 
with respect to the matters alleged against me, beseeching 
you to do me the favour to show this letter to the Com- 
mittee, or to any other gentleman in the City you may 
think proper, not doubting but the candour of my fellow- 
citizens will immediately acquit me of every obnoxious 
charge brought against me by the malevolent tongue of 
malice and scandal. 

On the 23d of last month, having occasion to see Cap- 
tain Herbert, of the Fifty-Ninth Regiment, (who I under- 
stood kept chiefly on board the Packet,) in order to deliver 
a letter I had received from Elizabethtown, with a particu- 
lar request that 1 would deliver it with my own hands, I 
went down to Blundett's to watch for the Packet's boat ; 
but as no boat came on shore, I took the opportunity of 
the Asia's boat ; as soon as I got on board the Asia, Cap- 
tain Vandeput called me aside, and asked me whether I 
had heard any thing concerning a design to take the gun3 
away that night from the Battery. My answer was, that I 
had not heard any thing about the matter, nor did I believe 
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it. He then read to me a note he said he had received 
from shore that morning, giving him the information, tell- 
ing me at the same time that he could entirely depend on 
the person who wrote the note, and assured me he could 
not avoid firing upon the persons who should make the 
attempt. I then left him, and went on hoard the trans- 
port, where I was told Capt. Herbert was at dinner. As far 
as I can remember, it was then near five o'clock in the after- 
noon. I had not been half an hour on board the transport, 
before two or three gentlemen came on board, with looks 
of the utmost consternation, assuring me the Town was in 
the greatest confusion, and that the guns were to be taken 
away, and that two hundred men were in quest of me, Mr. 
Bayard, and other gentlemen, whom they were deter- 
mined to secure ; beseeching me, if I had any regard for 
my own life or safety, by no means to attempt going on 
shore. This was afterwards confirmed to me by young 
Roberts and another gentleman ; and this is all I know 
about that matter. 

The second charge, concerning my purchasing provisions 
to send to Boston, or assisting any other person in so doing, 
is equally without foundation. It is true that I was at Sta- 
ten-Island, along with the Captain of the transport. It is 
also true that I was present when the Captain purchased 
some stock from two or three persons on the island ; but I 
am entirely obliged to ray enemies for the information, that 
the stock or any part of it was intended for Boston; nor 
do I know that any of it is gone thither. In order, how- 
ever, to explain this transaction justly and clearly, permit 
me, Sir, to tell you all the circumstances as they hap- 
pened. You, and every other gentleman, will then be able 
to judge how far the merits or demerits of that transaction 
are to be laid at my door. You will please to observe that 
the Captain of the transport had proposed to me to take 
a sail with him in his long-boat, as far as Amboy, to pay 
a friendly visit to one Mr. Sprowle, a young gentleman 
who lives with Captain Holland. I consented to go with 
him, on condition that he would agree to go with me to 
Middhtown Point, where my intention was to pay a visit 
to my wife's sister, Mrs. Morris, whom 1 had not seen for 
some time, and who was at that time very ill. We accord- 
ingly set out in the afternoon, and, when we got to the 
Narrows, discovered the Kingfisher lying at anchor about 
four miles off, and in a little while alter we saw her long- 
boat put off and stand towards us ; as there was but little 
wind, and the tide began to make against us, she soon came 
up with us, when I found she was sent on shore with Mr. 
Unkles, who persuaded us by no means to attempt going 
any further that evening, as it was impossible for us to get 
to Amboy by daylight. Mr. Unkles, as a further induce- 
ment, told us that if we wanted any fresh provisions, he 
was sure we might purchase it with great ease in that 
neighbourhood ; for that he had procured ten sheep the 
day before, from one Cuzzen or Cusson, for Captain Mon- 
tague. The Captain immediately caught at this informa- 
tion with great eagerness. He would therefore go no 
further. Unkles stepped on board our boat, and we went 
on shore together, where Unkles led us from house to house 
to purchase stock, a good part of which was purchased by 
the Captain and Unkles, under the pretence that we were 
part of sixteen passengers and ten servants, outward bound, 
in a vessel belonging to London, and that no live stock can 
be had at New- York. In short, we loaded our_boat with 
ducks, geese, fowls, and roasting pigs, and a few lambs, and 
returned back again, when I insisted that the stock should 
be immediately divided betwixt the Asia and the transport ; 
which was accordingly done. Our part of it on board the 
Asia was soon eat up, for we had had no fresh provisions 
since the 23d. The case was the same with the transport, 
and I fancy the Staten-Island stock was made an end of 
several days before she sailed from hence. For my part, I 
thought myself happy, and do still think so, that the stock 
was procured, as it in some measure tended to quiet the 
minds of the officers, who were highly exasperated at the 
town's people for stopping the fresh beef, in so much that 
some steps like to have been taken that would have been 
very fatal to numbers in the City. 

As to the pistols, and the story Nicholson has told about 
them, he well knows it to be an infamous fabrication of his 
own. The pistols were not mine, nor did I even know that 
he or the pistols were gone, till three days after ; but this 



I know I can prove, that the gentlemen on hoard the 
transport assured us Nicholson had stolen the pistols, for 
that he had not asked any body's consent to take them. 

Thus, Sir, I have given you as true and circumstantial 
an account of the several matters alleged against me as my 
memory can furnish me with, and you will greatly oblige 
me by showing it to the Committee, or to any gentlemen 
in the City. In the meantime, I have the pleasure of subr 
scribing myself, with great sincerity, Sir, your most obe- 
dient servant, John Wetherhead. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK, 
FROM AN OFFICER AT ISLE-AUX-NOIX, DATED SEPTEM- 
BER 17, 1775. 

I have just time to acquaint you, that to-morrow we 
intend to strike a decisive blow at St. John's. We have 
already had two skirmishes. In the first we lost seven 
men, besides six or seven wounded. Our enemy had 
nine Indians killed on the spot, with twice as many 
wounded, as we aie informed. 

The savages appear barbarous to the last degree; not 
content with scalping, they dug up our dead and mangled 
them in the most shocking manner. I had the pleasure to 
see two of them scalped, as a retaliation for their barbarity. 
This happened after our last action, in which none of us 
were hurt. An armed boat, which threw shells and grape- 
shot briskly at us for some time, though without doing mis- 
chief, was fortunately divided by a salute from a twelve- 
pounder from one of our gondolas. It is said there were 
thirty Regulars in the boat, who all perished, either by the 
shot or in the lake. The chief obstacle we shall meet 
with to-morrow will be a strong schooner, which we are 
determined to board. She mounts eighteen nine-pounders, 
and was launched but two days before we took possession 
of the island. How this enterprise will succeed, God only 
knows : but I still have hopes to see you and all my friends 
once more at New- York. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM O.UEBECK, DATED SEPTEM- 
BER 17, 1775. 

We have accounts from St. John's, where the King's 
Troops are in garrison, that the Continental Troops were 
laying siege to it. The confusion this has thrown every 
thing into is inexpressible. Proper persons were imme- 
diately employed in collecting what Canadians they could, 
in order to take up arms ; and I have the pleasure to assure 
you they met with little or no success. Was a vigorous effort 
to be made on your side, this Country would be your own. 
The tools of Government are in full employment, some in 
observing the conduct of the Canadians, and others in 
watching the motions and actions of the English Ameri- 
cans, who can neither speak nor stir without its being 
known. 

NEWCASTLE (DELAWARE) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Newcastle, September 18, 1775. 

A Petition from Charles McKinzie, Master of the Ship 
Peace and Plenty, now lying in this Port — setting forth, 
that he arrived at this Port, from Belfast, on the 8th inst., 
with passengers ; that, since his arrival, all exportation from 
this Continent has been stopped, except from this Govern- 
ment, New-York, North- Carolina, and Georgia; and 
praying permission to take in a cargo for a foreign Port, 
which he could do without contravening the Association of 
the Continental Congress, and thereby prevent a great 
loss, by returning in ballast only — was by order read. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the said Petition be re- 
jected ; but that the said Charles McKinzie be permitted 
to supply himself with such Provisions and Stores as may- 
be necessary for the Ship's crew, on their passage to any 
other Port, under the inspection of the Committee of Ob- 
servation for Newcastle Hundred. 

James Booth, Secretary. 

RETURN OF MILITIA OFFICERS, FOR ROCHESTER, ULSTER 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

Pursuant to the_ resolves of the honourable Congress of 
the Province of New-York, the Southwestemmost Dis- 
trict or Company of the Tow T nship of Rochester met and 
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Andries Bevier, Captain ; Richard Brodhead, First 
Lieutenant ; Reuben De Witt, Second Lieutenant ; Jo- 
hannes A. De Witt, Ensign ; which persons we return to 
the said Congress, as so elected. 

Witness our hands, the 18th September, 1775. 
A. De Witt, 
Johannes Bevier, Jr., 
J. G. Hardenbcrgh, 
Members of the Committee of the Township of Rochester . 



chose for their respective Officers the following persons, extract of a letter from quebeck to Philadelphia, 

Viz: DATED SEPTEMBER 18, 1775. 

The 17th instant, at the request of the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernour, the British and Canadian inhabitants assembled on 
the parade; the latter were formed into eleven Companies, 
the former into six. The British and Canadian Militia 
for this place will consist of about eleven hundred men, 
many of whom neglect and others think the duty hard, 
and the greater part are dissatisfied with the conduct of 
Government, as every day convinces them that they are 
deceived. The snow Fell, of Whitbay, is taken into Gov- 
ernment service, to be commanded by Captain Napier — it 
is said she is to carry eighteen six and nine pounders ; the 
ship Charlotte, belonging to Mr. Roach, of 'Rhode-Island ; 
likewise, a sloop and schooner, of this place — cannot inform 
you what force they will carry ; they have also a small 
vessel, that is sent express to Boston. Our militia mount 
guard from nine to nine in the morning ; as yet, they have 
not received any ammunition, except four rounds in the 
evening, which gives reason to believe that Government is 
afraid to trust them with a larger quantity. The publick 
in general are dissatisfied with Government, for not letting 
them know the true state of the Province, which may be 
supposed much worse than it is represented, from the 
Governour's ordering his lady to England; she has taken 
her passage in the ship Lydia, Captain Deane, who is to 
sail on Friday next. There are many other ladies who 
are preparing to leave the Province ; likewise, some men, 
who are conscious that their conduct does not deserve civil 
treatment from the Provincials, should they come into the 
Province. It is currently reported here, that Mr. Living- 
ston and Jerry Dugan had raised one hundred and fifty 
Canadians, the former with the title of Lieutenant-Colonel, 
the latter with that of Major, who were near taking Lord 
Pitt and General Carleton on the river Chambly. Gov- 
ernment reports, that on General Carleton's publishing a 
pardon for those that should come in at a certain time, 
that a greater part of them had abandoned their officers. 



INTELLIGENCE RECEIVED BY THE CONGRESS FROM GENERAL 
SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia, September 18, 1775. 

General Montgomery, from information received on the 
25th of August, being apprehensive that the enemy's armed 
vessels might get into the lake, unless an immediate move- 
ment' vva^ made to the Isle-aux-Noix, resolved to proceed 
tvitli what force he could carry, of which he advised Gen- 
eral Schuyler, who was at Albany, attending the Indian 
treaty. General Schuyler, upon receipt of this, imme- 
diately left Albany, and on the 30th arrived, very much 
indisposed, at Ticonderoga, which place he left the 31st, 
after Having given the proper orders for bringing up the 
"artillery, he, &c. On the ,4th of September, General 
Schuyler joined General Montgomery at Isle-la- Motte. 
On that day, both moved on, and arrived at Isle-aux-Noix. 
On the 5th, General Schuyler drew up a declaration, which 
he se.nt among the Canadians. And as it was judged 
going to St. John's, weak as he was, (his numbers not ex- 
jjjgeding one thousand,) might have a good effect on the 
Canadians, and encourage them to join, he resolved upon 
the measure, and accordingly, early on the 6th, embarked, 
and, without any obstruction, proceeded towards St. John's. 
When he arrived in sight of the enemy's works, and at the 
distance of about two miles, the enemy began to fire from 
their fortress, but without doing any damage ; he approached 
half a mile nearer, and then landed, without opposition, in 
a close deep swamp. After being formed, his Army marched 
in the best order they could, in grounds marshy and covered 
with woods, in order to approach and reconnoitre the for- 
tresses. Major Hobby and Captain Mead, of the Connec- 
ticut Forces, being on the left, and a little advanced, were 
attacked, in crossing a creek, by a party of Indians, from 
whom they received a heavy fire ; but our Troops gallant- 
ly pressing on them, they soon gave way, and left us the 
ground. In this rencounter we lost a Sergeant, a Corporal, 
and three Privates killed, one missing, and eight wounded, 
three of whom are since dead. Besides these, Major 
Hobby was shot through the thigh, but not dangerously ; 
and Captain Mead received a slight wound through the 
shoulder, as did Lieutenant Brown in the hand. The sur- 
viving wounded are in a fairway of recovery. Night now 
coming on, our Generals drew their men together, and cast 
up a small intrenchment to defend themselves, in case of 
an attack in the night. In the evening, General Schuyler 
received certain intelligence that the enemy's fortifications 
were complete, and plentifully furnished with cannon ; that 
one of their vessels was launched, and would be ready to 
sail in three or four days, and is to carry sixteen guns. 
He also learned, that in the afternoon's engagement five 
Indians were killed, and four badly wounded, besides 
several others, the condition of whose wounds was not 
known ; and that Captain Tyce, of Johnstown, was wound- 
ed in the belly. 

On the 7th, in the morning, (having been undisturbed 
through the night, excepting by a few shells, which did no 
other damage than slightly wounding Lieutenant Mills,) it 
wasjhought most advisable to return to the Isle-aux-Noix, 
throw a boom across the chanpel, erect the proper works 
for its defence, and to prevent the enemy's vessels from 
entering the lake. 

Upon this, General Schuyler ordered the Troops to 
embark, and he returned to the Isle-aux-Noix without any 
molestation ; where, when the express came away, he was 
erecting proper works to secure the entrance into the lake, 
and to be in readiness on, the arrival of further re-enforce- 
ments, which were expected, to take the advantage of any 
events that may happen in Canada. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, September 18, 1775. 

Sir: Your favours of the 9th, 14th, and 15th inst., have 
been duly received. The readiness of the Committee to 
co-operate with me in procuring the most authentick intelli- 
gence, and despatching Captain Whipple for this purpose, 
is peculiarly satisfactory, and I flatter myself will be at- 
tended not only with success, but the happiest consequen- 
ces to the publick cause. I should immediately have sent 
you notice of the paragraph in the Philadelphia papers, 
which is all the accounts I have of the taking the powder 
at Bermuda, but I supposed it must have come to your 
hands before it reached ours. I am inclined to think it 
sufficient to suspend Captain Whipple's voyage, at least 
till further intelligence is procured from Philadelphia ; as 
it is scarce supposable those vessels would leave any quan^ 
tity behind worth the risk and expense of such a voyage. 
As this enterprise will therefore be most probably laid 
aside for the present, it may be proper for Captain Whip- 
ple to keep his station a few days longer for the Packet. 
It must be remembered they generally have long passages, 
and we are very sure she has not yet arrived at Boston, 
nor do I find she is expected there. The voyage to 
Bayonne is what I should approve and recommend. The 
person sent to Governour Trumbull has not yet called 
upon me, but the scheme appears so feasible that I should 
be glad to see it executed. At the same time I must add 
that I am in some doubt as to the extent of my powers to 
appropriate the publick moneys here to this purpose. I 
could wish you would communicate it to the Congress, for 
which you will have sufficient time, and I make no doubt 
of their concurrence. In fact, the state of our treasury 
here at present is so low that it would be impracticable to 
be of any service to the expedition, if all other objections 
were obviated. We have no news, either in the camp or 
from Boston, except a piece of intelligence from the lat- 
ter, that the enemy are pulling down the south end of the 
Town in order to continue a work across from river to 
river. 

Your cheerful concurrence with me in publick mea- 
sures, and zeal for the service, call for my best thanks. 
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You will please to accept them, and believe me to be, 
with much truth and esteem, your most obedient servant, 

Georce Washington. 

P. S. No southern mail arriving last Saturday, we are 
apprehensive it has again fallen into the enemy's hands. 
I fit was not attended with too much trouble, should be glad 
you would cause inquiry to be made. If by any accident 
the letters are at Providence, you will please to forward 
them by express. 

MEETING OF COMMITTEE OF INSPECTION FOR CUMBERLAND 
ETC., MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Committee of Inspection for the Towns of Cum- 
berland, Wrentham, Medway, Bellingham, Hopkinton, 
Holliston, Mendon, Uxbridge, and Upton, convened at 
said Bellingham, the 18lh of September, 1775. Said 
Committees, being so convened, received an information 
against Captain Edward Clark, of Rutland, for purchasing 
and selling Tea, contrary to the Association Agreement, in 
article third. This body of Committees, viewing it their 
indispensable duty to keep said Association Agreement 
inviolate, taking it upon them to inquire into the facts 
charged in said information ; said Clark being required to 
appear before said Committee, accordingly appeared, and 
confessed that he had, since the first day of March last, 
bought twenty pounds of Tea; that he had sold to sundry 
persons about five pounds and a half of the same, had 
used some, and the residue thereof he said was lodged 
with a certain man, with intent to dispose of it to two 
others, whom he had not opportunity to deliver it to. 

Whereupon we unanimously Resolve, That said Clark's 
conduct abovementioned is in direct violation of said Asso- 
ciation Agreement ; and that the said Clark is an enemy to 
American liberty, and ought to be treated as such. And 
that it be recommended to all persons who are lovers of 
their Country, and friends to the common rights and liber- 
ties of mankind, to break off all kind of dealings with 
him ; and that this be published in the Gazette. 

Aaron Phips, Chairman. 
Nathan Tyler, Clerk. 



ADDRESSES FROM KINGSTON UPON HULL. 

Addresses presented to His Majesty, by Robert Man- 
ners, Esq., his father, the Right Honourable Lord Robert 
Manners, one of the Representatives in Parliament for the 
Town of Kingston upon Hull, having been prevented by 
illness from presenting them. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty : 

The humble Address of the Mayor, Recorder, and Alder- 
men of the Town of Kingston upon Hull, in Common 
Council assembled. 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of the Town of King- 
ston upon Hull, deeply impressed with a sense of those 
royal virtues which have happily distinguished your reign, 
and are the great support of our civil and religious liber- 
ties, beg leave to approach your throne, and to declare our 
abhorrence of the unnatural rebellion which prevails in 
some of your Majesty's Colonies in North-America. We 
have beheld with that indignation that becomes good sub- 
jects, in those parts of your Majesty's dominions, an im- 
patience of good order and Government, seditious assem- 
blies, traitorous addresses and correspondences, insolent 
and daring violations of private properly and legal authori- 
ty, and at length an open and hostile defiance of the whole 
power of the British Empire. Crimes of such magnitude, 
so unprovoked, so deliberately committed, have justly 
merited the heaviest punishment; yet the benignity of 
your Majesty's counsels and disposition long suspended 
the stroke of justice. Happy for these deluded men if the 
delay of punishment had removed the cause for this so 
necessary an exertion of power. But the malignity of 
their counsels, and the factious designs of men who have 
abetted their cause in this Country, suppressed in them all 
sentiments of gratitude and loyalty, and misled them from 
their own interest and preservation, to almost inevitable 
ruin. In a situation so distressful to a good Prince, we 
lament the necessity, but we applaud the firmness of your 



resolution to use vigorous measures in the support and 
protection of the laws and liberties which these licentious 
men have so unjustly violated, but which we value and 
enjoy. 

And we humbly beg leave to assure your Majesty that 
we will exert our utmost endeavours, at the expense of our 
lives and fortunes, to support your Majesty in the defence 
and maintenance of our constitutional rights, and the 
honour and dignity of the Crown of these realms. 

Given under our common seal, this 19th day of Sep- 
tember, in the year of our Lord 1775. 

Ralph Darling, Mayor, H. Etherington, 

R. Beatnisse, Recorder, John Porter, 

Richard Bell, Joseph Outram, 

Charles Pool, John Mace, 

John Booth, John Melling. 
Thomas Mowld, 

Kingston upon Hull, September 26, 1775. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Mer- 
chants, and principal Inhabitants of the Toivn of King- 
ston upon Hull. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's loyal subjects, the Gentlemen, 
Clergy, Merchants, and principal Inhabitants of your Town 
of Kingston upon Hull, with grateful hearts crave leave 
to approach your royal throne with the tribute of our sin- 
cere and hearty thanks for the happiness we have enjoyed 
under your Majesty's just and mild administration, and at 
this time particularly, for your paternal care in the conduct 
of the publick and national affairs, in the present unhappy 
differences with the British Colonies in America. Per- 
mit us to testify our abhorrence and detestation of the violent 
and unnatural rebellion which those deluded people have 
been hurried into, by our and their enemies, who, under 
the mask of friendship and zeal for publick liberty, have, 
by malicious calumnies and pernicious insinuations, (pro- 
pagated in the newspapers and by various other means,) 
instigated measures tending to the utter destruction of all 
true liberty, and all duty and loyalty to your Majesty. 
But we hope your Majesty's wise and resolute proceedings 
against those your rebellious subjects will at length bring 
them to a due sense of their duty, and submission to the 
laws of their Mother Country, so that all differences between 
them and this nation may be settled upon a permanent 
foundation, to the mutual happiness and prosperity of both, 
which we ardently wish. And we beg leave to assure your 
Majesty, that we (confiding in your justice and goodness) 
shall always be ready, to the utmost of our several powers 
and abilities, to support your Majesty in all such just mea- 
sures as you in your wisdom shall think fit to take to this 
desirable end. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 
The humble Address of the Guild or Brotherhood of Mas- 
ters and Pilots, Seamen of the Trinity- House of 
Kingston upon Hull. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Guild or Brotherhood of Masters and Pilots, Seamen of the 
Trioity-House of Kingston upon Hull, consider the many 
privileges granted to our ancient Corporation by your royal 
predecessors, and the great advantages derived to us as a 
maritime body, and to the Town of Hull, by your Majes- 
ty's kind attention to encourage and secure the navigation 
and commerce of these Kingdoms, as very great and sub- 
stantial blessings. 

To minds thus gratefully inspired, and uninfluenced by 
party, nothing can create deeper concern than to behold 
attempts made to disturb publick tranquillity, and to over- 
throw the peaceable enjoyment of every thing that is dear 
or valuable. 

We therefore think it highly incumbent on us, at a period 
so truly alarming as the present, when we see the people 
in most of your Majesty's Provinces in North- America, 
cherished and assisted by ill-designing persons, so infatua- 
ted as to deny the legislative authority, and so daringly 
wicked as to act in open rebellion, to give your Majesty 
this testimony of our unfeigned attachment to your Majes- 
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ty's person and Government, by earnestly assuring your 
Majesty that we hold in the utmost abhorrence men capa- 
ble of such proceedings ; and that we think it our duty, as 
far as we are able, to assist your Majesty in bringing those 
unhappy and deluded people to a sense of their allegiance, 
and in carrying into execution the legislative authority of 
Great Britain. 

Given under our common seal, the twenty-third day of 
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five. 

Thomas McFarland, ) -ry , 

John Staniforth, 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, September 19, 1775. 

Whereas it lias been reported, that there is an intention, 
formed by some of the inhabitants of this City, of publick- 
ly exposing and punishing, before conviction, certain per- 
sons Supposed to be unfriendly to the cause of liberty: 
This Committee, after strict inquiry, have reason to believe 
Said report to be altogether groundless, and that it took its 
rise from and has been industriously circulated by persons 
inimical to the liberties of this Country, with a view to 
create jealousies and divisions ; nor have they reason to 
apprehend any violences or irregularities of this kind from 
the inhabitants of the City and Liberties, who have ever 
b&en remarked for their humanity and love of order. 
'■[ a But with i a view to quiet and allay such apprehensions, 
Whether real or affected, and that all proceedings against 
our domestick enemies may have the semblance as well as 
the reality of justice, the Committee think it necessary to 
declare, in the following Resolves: 

That no person or persons ought to proceed to inflict 
punishment on any one, on a charge of suspicion of viola- 
ting the Continental Association, or doing any act or thing 
fending to weaken and destroy the Association, which is 
justly regarded as the best security and protection against 
the machinations and attempts of our Ministerial enemies. 
But that all charges and complaints of such nature be heard 
and determined by this Committee, that the directions of 
the Congress may be strictly observed, and no person held 
out to his fellow-citizens as an object of indignation and 
contempt, without full and sufficient evidence of guilt, after 
a fair and impartial examination. 

The rights which all men are entitled t.o, of speaking 
their sentiments candidly, so far as is consistent with the 
peace and welfare of society, they hold to be sacred, and 
that it ought to be inviolate. But when this privilege is used 
for the purpose of raising jealousies among the people, dis- 
tracting their counsels, and counteracting their virtuous 
exertions against injury and oppression, all laws, human 
and divine, justify the punishment of such licentious- 
ness. 

Therefore, Resolved, further, That, in the opinion of the 
Committee, no person has a right to the protection of a 
community or society he wishes to destroy ; and that if 
any inhabitant, by speeches or writings, evidences a dispo- 
sition to aid and assist our enemies, or endeavours to 
persuade others to break the Association, or by force or 
fraud to oppose the friends of liberty and the Constitution, 
in the present virtuous struggle, such person, being duly 
convicted thereof before the Committee, ought to be deemed 
a foe to the rights of British America, and unworthy of 
those blessings which it is hoped will yet be secured to 
this and succeeding generations, by the strenuous and 
noble efforts of the United Colonies. 

In order to carry into execution the General Association, 
and as far as possible to prevent any breaches thereof: 

Resolved, first, Each Vendue Master shall be immediate- 
ly called on to take an oath or affirmation to the following 
effect : That he will not receive or take into his posses- 
sion, or dispose of, by publick sale or otherwise, any Goods, 
Wares, or Merchandise, that he may have reason to be- 
lieve have been imported contrary to the Association. 
That upon any person's applying to him to sell Goods, 
if there should be the least reason to suspect the said Goods 
were imported contrary to the Association, he shall _n<5t 
dispose of them until said person produces a certificate from 
the Committee of the City, Town, or District, from whence 
said Goods were received; and that in all their future 



business, as Vendue Masters, they will faithfully adhere to 
the Association, and will not, in any respact, aid, assist, or 
countenance, any person or persons who may attempt an 
infraction thereof. 

Resolved, secondly, That Messrs. Christopher Marshall, 
Sen., Samuel Moore, George Schlosser, Timothy Matlach, 
Joseph Watkins, Jun., Christoj)her Pechin, Jacob Schri- 
ner, Thomas Cuthbert, Joseph Dean, Joseph Blcwcr, and 
Francis Gurney, or any three of them, be a Committee for 
the purpose of inspecting the Invoices and Goods that may 
be received by any Vendue Master or Masters, whose 
business it shall be to obtain full satisfaction of the proper 
importation of all Goods offered for sale at publick vendue. 
And where there is any doubt in the minds of the Com- 
mittee, respecting any Goods, the Vendue Master shall pro- 
duce the Invoice of said Goods, signed by the person 
who sent them for sale, who shall be called on to prove 
their importation agreeable to the Association. The said 
Committee, or any three of them, shall also be empower- 
ed to give certificates to all persons who buy Goods at any 
of the vendues in the City and Liberties, upon the vendue 
Master's requesting the same. 

Thirdly, To the end that the above regulations be duly 
attended to, Resolved, That if any Vendue Masters, in 
the City or Liberties, shall refuse or neglect an imme- 
diate and punctual compliance therewith, no Merchant or 
others ought to send any Goods for sale to such Vendue 
Master or Masters; and that no Shopkeepers or others 
ought to purchase any Goods, either by publick or private 
sale, of such Vendue Masters. And, further, that the name 
and conduct of such Vendue Master or Masters shall be 
published in the newspapers. 

Peter Z. Lloyd, Secretary, 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE CONTINENTAL 

CONGRESS. 

[Read September 22, 1775.] 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New.York, during ) 
the recess of the Congress, New.York, Sept. 19, 1775. ( 

Sir : We gratefully acknowledge your favour of the 16th 
current, with Colonel Flemming's commission, and four 
hundred blank commissions. 

We did not presume, Sir, to trouble you with the mate- 
rials for filling up the commissions, as, by your letter of the 
27th June, ultimo, you informed us " that the subordinate 
officers were to be recommended to the General, to whom 
commissions from your Congress were sent, to be filled up 
agreeable to such recommendation." 

The commissions for the officers of the troops raised in 
this Colony shall be filled up with all possible despatch, 
agreeable to your directions and an arrangement long since 
delivered to General Schuyler, and the residue of the com- 
missions transmitted to the General, for the use of the 
department. 

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect and 
esteem, Sir, your most obedient humble servants. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Haring, Chairman. 
To the Hon. John Hancock. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE CONTINENTAL 

CONGRESS. 

[Read September 22, 1775.] 

In Commiteeo of Safety for the Colony of New-York, durino- > 
the recess of the Congress, New- York, Sept. 19, 1775. " \ 

Gentlemen : This serves to cover the copies of the 
different Plans of Hudson's River, and the Fortifications 
there begun, in obedience to an order of the honourable 
the Continental Congress, and an estimate of the expense, 
all made by Mr. Romans, the Engineer, which he says is 
computed at the lowest rates possible, exclusive of the 
expense of transportation, ropes, and many small incidental 
charges, which cannot well be estimated. Some of our 
agents, appointed to superintend this business, conceive 
that one thousand five hundred Pounds will be necessary 
for incidental charges, gun carriages, &c, besides cannon, 
which we hope may be supplied without purchase. 

General Woosterkat Harlem, with about four hundred 
men, which appear to us to be unemployed. In obedience 
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to the order of the honourable Continental Congress of the 
16th June last, we thought it our duty to request him to 
send one full Company of his men up to assist in erecting 
the fortifications, hoping thereby to save a great expense 
in labour. The General declines sending any of his troops 
on that service, unless he has a further order from your 
honourable House. We take the liberty to enclose you 
copies of the correspondence between General Wooster 
and us, on that subject, to which we beg leave to refer. 
The Congress will, in their wisdom, direct what is best to 
the general cause, and we will exert ourselves to follow 
their directions. 

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect and 
esteem, your most obedient humble servants. 

By order: John Haring, Chairman. 

To the Honourable the President and Members of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 



Copy ofB. Romans's Estimates and Expenses of erecting 

the Fortifications of Hudson's River, in the High- 
lands, in the Colony o/" New- York. 

New- York, September 18, 1775. 

These works require : 

2,400 perches of stone wall, each perch containing 16£ 
feet in length, 18 inches high, by 12 wide, at 5s. 6d. per 
perch, £660. 2£ bushels of lime are taken up by each, 
perch, 4,000 bushels, at 6d. per bushel, £100. 

1,000 pieces ranging timber, 18 feet long, 12 inches 
square, for five block -houses', and for the morlins of the 
battery, &c. These contain 216,000 superficial feet, at 
6s. per hundred, (price at Windsor Landing,) £648. 

1,500 two-inch plank, for platforms of the battery and 
floors of the block-bouses — 400 of 24 feet long, 10 inches 
wide ; 1,200 of 20 feet long, 10 inches wide— 49,600 feet, 
say 50,000 feet, (at Windsor Landing,) at 6s. per hundred, 
£150. 

1,200 beams and sleepers, for block-houses and plat- 
forms, of different lengths, from 8 to 24 feet long, 9 inches 
by 3, supposed to contain 50,000 feet, (at Windsor Land- 
ing,) at 6s. per hundred, £150. 

3,200 for each, make 16,000 shingles for five block- 
houses, at £5 per thousand, £80. 

140 lathes, of 14 feet long, for each, make 700 lathes, 
of 2* inches by l£, for the roofs of five block-houses, at 
£157 

8 rafters of 16 feet long, 8 rafters of 10 feet long, make 
160 rafters for the block-houses, their mean measure being 
6 inches by 3, 3,120 feet, at 6s. per hundred, (at Windsor 
Landing,) £9 7*., say £10. 

2,000 fascines, for levelling, he, will cost about £25. 

4,000 pickets, to picket them, out of about 1,000 lathes, 
£20. 

500 tompions, for loopholes, about £2. 

40 ports, 5 windows, and 6 doors, for block-houses and 
magazines, and a gate, &c, for the citadel, about £30. 

6,400 broad-headed spikes, for the gate and wicket, and 
block-house doors and windows, 10 to all, of iron, make 
640 pounds; 14 bolts of 10 pounds each, 140 pounds; 
5 bolts of 4 pounds each, 20 pounds ; 26 hinges, on an 
average, 250 pounds ; 50 iron hoops, for swivels, about 
200 pounds ; small iron work, about 200 pounds — in all, 
1,450 pounds, say 15 cwt. wrought iron, at Is. per pound, 
£75. 

Broad-headed copper nails for magazine door, 360, 10 
to a pound, 36 pounds ; copper hinges and bolts, 30 
pounds; two copper circles, or busses, for vessels, 20 
pounds — about 80 pounds wrought copper, at 3*. 6d. per 
pound, £14. 

5 ordinary locks, £2; 1 large lock, £1 ; 1 copper lock, 
£l; about 1,000 pounds nails, £40; 5,000 trundles, 
£25. 

Necessary tools — 6 stone mauls, 20 pick hammers, 20 
pick axes, 50 hand bill hooks, 50 axes and hatchets, 50 
spades, 40 mallets, 300 sand bags of crocus, 50 hand bar- 
rows — about £150. 

For the barracks, 80 by 20 feet : 2 sills, 4 by 5 inches, 
80 feet long, 270 feet ; 2 plates, 4 by 6 inches, 80 feet 
long, 320 feet ; 25 beams, 4 by 6 inches, 20 feet long, 
1 ,000 feet ; 50 posts, 4 by 6 inches, 8 feet long, 800 feet ; 
50 rafters, 4 by 4 inches, 13 feet long, 870 feet ; 20 joists, 



4 by 4 inches, 14 feet long, 360 feet; 25 sleepers, 4 by 6 
inches, 20 feet long, 1,000 feet — in all, 4,620 feet, at 6s. 
per hundred, £14. 

5,000 shingles, at £5 per thousand, £25. 

250 lathes, 14 feet, about £5. 

500 inch boards, 14 feet, at \0d. per hundred, £20. 

200 inch and a half boards, 14 feet, 1*. 3d. per hun- 
dred, £21 105. 

400 pounds nails, at lOd. per pound, £16 13s, Ad. 

2 double stacks chimneys, of brick, £20. 

Store-houses and guard-room, 60 by 20 feet: 2 sills, 
4 by 6 inches, 60 feet long, 240 feet ; 2 plates, 4 by 8 
inches, 60 feet long, 320 feet ; 20 beams, 4 by 6 inches, 
20 feet long, 800 feet ; 40 posts, 4 by 6 inches, 9 feet 
long, 720 feet; 40 rafters, 4 by 4 inches, 15 feet long, 
800 feet ; 15 joists, 4 by 4 inches, 14 feet long, 280 feet ; 
20 sleepers, 8 by 3 inches, 20 feet long, 280 feet — in all, 
3,440 feet, at 6s. per hundred, £10 16*. 

4,000 shingles, at £5 per thousand, £20; 200 lathes, 
£4 10*.; 375 inch boards, £15; 300 pounds nails, £11 
5*.; a stack of chimneys, £10 — in all, £84 Is. 

Labour of and provisions for 150 men four months, 26 
days to the month, at an average of 3s. per day, £2,250. 

Entire cost, £4.645 4s. Ad. 

Five iron stoves, for the block-houses. 

The above is exclusive of ropes, &c, to raise the guns, 
transport of stoves, and such tools as may be made by the 
blacksmiths on the spot, besides other small incidental 
charges. B. Romans. 

N. B. It is most probable that swivel guns cannot be 
procured otherwise than by purchase. 

Correspondence with Brigadier- General Wooster, on the 
subject of sending some Troops to the Fortifications on 
the Highlands. 

In Council, June 16, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Provincial Convention of New-York 
be desired immediately to apply to Governour Trumbull to 
order the Connecticut Troops, now stationed at Greenwich, 
Stamford, and places adjacent, to march towards New- 
York; and that part of them occupy posts upon the island, 
as the said Provincial Convention shall judge best adapted, 
to prevent the communication between the town and coun- 
try from being cut off; the remainder of the Troops to be 
employed in securing the navigation of Hudson's River, by 
erecting Batteries at such places as the said Convention 
shall judge most proper to answer that purpose. 

A true copy from the Minutes: 

Chahles Thomson, Secretary. 

The above is a true copy, signed by Charles Thomson, 
Esq., now filed among the proceedings of the Provincial 
Congress at New- York. Examined by 

John McKesson, Secretary. 

In Committee of Safety, during the recess of the Provincial ) 
Congress, New- York, September 13, 1775. ) 

Ordered, That General Wooster be directed to order a 
full Company, of the Troops under his command, to pro- 
ceed to the Fortifications erecting on the batiks of Hudson's 
River, in the Highlands, to be there employed in erecting 
and guarding the same, in obedience to the order of the 
Continental Congress, and to be under the direction of the 
agents appointed for that purpose by the Provincial Con- 
gress at New- York. 

A true copy from the Minutes: 

John McKesson, Secretary. 

N. B. James Beekmanwd Gilbert Livingston, Esquires, 
two Members of the Committee of Safety, waited person- 
ally on Gen, Wooster with a certified copy of the above. . 

Camp at Harlem, September 15, 1775. 
Sir: I have before me the order of the Provincial Con- 
gress of the 13th instant, directing me to order a full Com- 
pany, of the Troops under my command, to proceed to the 
fortifications erecting on the banks of Hudson's River, in 
the Highlands, to be employed there in erecting and guard- 
ing the same, in obedience to the order of the Continental 
Congress, &c. 
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I have lately received instructions from General Wash- 
ington, consistent with which I cannot disperse my Troops, 
unless ordered by him or the Continental Congress; there- 
fore think it necessary that the order of the Continental 
Congress, upon which yours is predicated, should be sent 
to me before I can determine whether to order a Company 
to the Highlands or not. 

I have no objection to employing my Troops in any ser- 
vice that shall be judged of publick utility, consistent with 
my orders. 

I. am, Sir, with truth and regard, your most obedient 
humble servant, David Wooster. 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 

A true copy from the original : 

John McKesson, Secretary. 

In Committee of Safety, during the recess of the Provincial 
Congress, New- York, September 16, 1775. 

To Brigadier-General Woostee : 

Sir : In answer to your favour of yesterday, we enclose 
you the order of the Continental Congress respecting the 
marching of the Troops under your command, into the Co- 
lony, and the disposition of them after their arrival,_by 
which you will see that it was expected that those Troops 
should occupy such posts in the Colony as the Provincial 
Congress should judge necessary to be taken. 

We are, with great respect, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vants. By order of the Committtee of Safety: 

John Haring, Chairman. 

. A. true copy. Examined by 

John McKesson, Secretary. 

Camp at Harlem, September 17, 1715. 

Gentlemen: I received your favour of yesterday, en- 
closing the order of the Continental Congress, and say, in 
answer, the order was given the 16th of June, which was 
before the Continental Forces were properly organized. 
Since that time the Congress have ordered about two-thirds 
of my Troops to the northward ; and should I divide the re- 
maining few into detached parties, scattered about the coun- 
try, and any disagreeable consequences should follow from 
it, as my orders from General Washington are to be here, 
it might possibly be difficult for me to vindicate my con- 
duct. I have authority to say that no Provincial Congress 
can, with any propriety, interfere in the disposition of Con- 
tinental Troops, much less control the orders of any Gene- 
ral Officer. If the Continental Congress or the Comman- 
der-in-Chief, think proper to employ the whole or a part of 
the Troops under my command, in erecting and defending 
batteries, at the Highlands or elsewhere, I shall expect their 
orders direct, and no man will with greater alacrity obey 
their lawful summons. 

I am, with great respect, your most obedient and humble 
servant, David Wooster. 

To the Committee of Safety, New-York. 

A true copy from the original Minutes. Examined by 
John McKesson, Secretary. 

Report to the Honourable the Committee of Safety at New- 
York, on the intended Fortifications in the Highlands. 
I beg leave first to refer this honourable House to Plan 
No. 1, a description of the ground, which is as follows : 

A, the highest hill. B, the next highest. C, the next 
eminence. D D, the summit of the bluff. E, a field. F, 
a field. G, the point called Martyr's Cliff, or Martelaar's 
Rock. H, the only accessible place on the north side. 
I I, direction of the ridge next above the field F. 

E and F are the only two places where a landing might 
be effected. Some gentlemen, not well enough versed in 
the science, and allured by a less stony appearance, have 
thought that the field F would be a preferable place for the 
battery. But, beside the small command it has of the 
river, (as appears by the course of the ridge 1 1,) it is com- 
manded by all the surrounding heights ; it must therefore 
be left unoccupied, as the batteries 1 , 2, and 3, and the block- 
house in Plan No. 3, can completely and effectually pre- 
vent any attempt to land here, as does likewise the block- 
house A, and the easternmost two guns oTlbe battery A, 
in Nq. 2. 



The batteries and block-houses B and C, No. 2, are 
completely sufficient to baffle all such attempts at E, in No. 
1 ; on hill A, in No. 1 , which commands all the ground 
around, 1 would recommend a block-house, with four four- 
pounders and twenty swivels, to be erected; perhaps at H, 
in No. 1, a small lookout is necessary. 

Should a landing be effected, and the battteries Nos. 2 and 
4, in No. 3, be taken or surprised, they are commanded by 
batteries 3 and 5, and the block-house in the higher works, 
which rake battery 4, and consequently would provide an 
enemy a warm reception there. Plan No. 2 shows the 
lines of extreme command of each gun, whereby it appears 
that no spot in the whole reach remains out of the com- 
mand of the greatest part of the guns at once, and a ship 
would find hot work for a great way. 

In said plan, at A, I would mount four four-pounders in 
the block-house, and four nine-pounders in the battery. At 
B, four six-pounders in the block-house, and six nine- 
pounders on the batteries. At C, four four-pounders in the 
block-house, and three six-pounders on the battery. At D, 
the cannon ought to be as expressed in the twenty-eight 
embrasures, Plan No. 3, and in the block-house four four- 
pounders. At E, No. 2, four four-pounders and twenty 
swivels. In all, sixty-one guns and twenty swivels. 

This is the most frugal plan that can be of any service 
here ; a less or more imperfect plan would only be begin- 
ning a strong hold for an enemy. 

I must beg this honourable House to pardon the coarse- 
ness of the drawings, they being done in an inconvenient 
place, and at a distance from my instruments. 

B. Romans,. 

North River, Martelaar's Rock, or Martyr's Reach, ) 
September 14, 1775. I 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday, September 19, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present : Henry Remsen, Chair- 
man, and thirty-seven Members. 

The Committee having taken into consideration the great 
distresses the poor of this City will be exposed to, and the 
propriety of making some provision for them against the 
approaching season, think it proper to recommend it to the 
Friends in this City to raise a contribution for that purpose, 
and to put it into the hands of the Committee, or such 
others as they may think proper, to be disposed of. 

Thursday, September 21, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present: Henry Remsen, Chair- 
man; and thirty -five Members. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of this Board of the 13th inst., 
the following persons were agreed on as an augmentation 
thereto, and to be held up for the approbation of the pub- 
lick, viz : Peter Clopper, William Hyer, Jeremiah Brower, 
Henry Roome, Richard Ten Eyck, Peter P. Van Zandt, 
Anthony L. Bleecker, Garret Abeel, John Ramsay, Pat- 
rick Dennis, John Pell, Samuel Johnson, Isaac Stouten- 
burgh, Leonard Lispmard, Jun., Abraham W. DePeyster, 
John Ray, Jup., Anthony Abrahams, Andrew Breasted, 
Richard Norwood, and Daniel Wickham. 



GUERT SPT. DE WINT TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

New-York, September 19, 1775. 
Dear Sib : Enclosed you have a few lines, as a request 
to yourself and the honourable members of the Committee 
of Safety ; which request I beg you will oblige me so far 
as to present to the said Committee. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Guert Spt. De Wint. 
To John Haring, Esq., at New- York. 

To the Honourable the President and Members of the 
Committee of Safety for the Province of New- York: 
Sirs : Whereas I was, on the day ordered by the honour- 
able Congress for choosing officers for the Militia of this 
City, chosen Captain of the sixteenth beat of this City, I 
have taken said affair into serious consideration, and find, 
from the situation of my affairs, that it will be totally out 
of my power to serve in that station in the manner Icould 
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wish. I therefore hope and pray that you will, out of your 
goodness, order a new election for a Captain of said beat 
in my stead, and I shall ever hold myself bound to serve 
you in any manner that may be required. 
I am, Sirs, your most obedient servant, 

Guert Spt. De Wint. 



THOMAS HAZARD TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

New. York, September 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The officers of the Companies which con- 
stitute the Second Independent Battalion, some consider- 
able time since, presented a nomination to the Congress, of 
such persons as they desired for Field-Officers. They there- 
fore beg leave again to present the same nomination, with 
the addition of a Second Major as undermentioned, at the 
same time requesting your speedy confirmation of the same, 
or of such others as you may esteem more suitable, the 
discipline of the Battalion being much affected thereby, and 
are prevented from making an immediate return of Cap- 
tains and subalterns for said Battalion, as some of the Field- 
Officers nominated belong at present to particular Compa- 
nies of the same. 

Your speedy determination of the above request will 
oblige the officers of said Battalion. Signed per order: 

Thos. Hazard, Chairman. _ 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety. 

Officers nominated. — Mr. William Hyer, Colonel ; Mr. 
Christopher Bancker, Lieutenant-Colonel; Mr. William 
Malcom, First Major ; Mr. Samuel Broome, Second Major. 



TRYON COUNTY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 
Tryon Couuty Committee Chamber, September 19, 1775. 

Honourable Gentlemen : Your favour of the 6th inst. 
we received yesterday, wherein we apprehend that, agree- 
able to the resolve and directions of the Continental Con- 
gress, there is one Major and a Quartermaster, by each of 
our Regiments, yet wanting, the voting of which we would 
have performed without delay, if the members of our Com- 
mittee were not so much distant from one another in their 
abodes. Therefore, not to delay the expedition of the 
commissions in general, without which we cannot act much 
here with authority, we beg that you will please to send us 
the commissions for those four Majors and Quartermasters 
blank, which we would afterwards (ill up at the next meet- 
ing of our whole Board, according to the majority of votes, 
and shall then make a return thereof to you immedi- 
ately. But in case this our request would be disagreeable, 
and you could not consent to it, the subscribed Chairman, 
with eight Members of our Committee, made a choice of 
such officers, according to their abilities, and enclose hereby 
the nomination of them, not doubting that those so nomi- 
nated might get the majority of votes at the whole Board. 
We recommend them to you, and expect the commissions 
for our militia officers will be despatched as soon as pos- 
sible, not knowing how soon we shall be in want thereof 
for the defence of our American cause, in our exposed fron- 
tiers, and besides mixed with a great number of Tories, 
ready with arms against us : we mean the enemies in Kings- 
borough. In regard to our resolve in civil matters, we have 
not as yet transacted any thing, and shall also, agreeable to 
your order, repeal the same at our Board. We are urged 
to remember again the utmost want of ammunition, and in 
particular of powder. We applied lately, therefore, to the 
Albany Committee for some assistance, but got a refusal. 

We remain, with much esteem, honourable Gentlemen, 
your obedient humble servants. By order : 

" Nicholas Herckheimer, Chairman. 

To John Haring, Esquire, Chairman of the Committee of 
Safety of New- York. 

P. S, W T e also annex a return of the Field-Officers of our 
Minute-Men, amounting to one Battalion in our County, 
although the enlisted men have not as yet, in full, performed 
their choices for the Captains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns of 
their respective Companies ; the return of which officers 
we will send to you immediately after performance. 



Return of four Majors and Quartermasters for the four 
Battalions in the County of Tryon, and also of the 
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Field- Officers for one Battalion of Minute-Men in our 
County aforesaid. 

Mohawk District: Major, John Newkirk; Quarter- 
master, Abraham Van Horn. 

Palatine District: Major, Henry Menkill, Jr.; Quar- 
termaster, Jacob Ekert 

Canajoharie District: Major, William Seeber; Quar- 
termaster. John Pickard. 

Kingsland and German Flats: Major, John Eisen- 
lor; Quartermaster, Rudolph D. Staley. 

Field- Officers of the Battalion of Minute-Men. 

Colonel, Geo. Herchkeimer ; Lieutenant-Colonel, Sam- 
uel Campbell; Majors, John Fonda and Jacob J. Clock; 
Adjutant, Samuel Gray; Quartermaster, John Franck. 

By order: Nic ho. Herckheimer, Chairman. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read, October 9, 177S.J 

Ticondcroga, September 19, 1775. 

Sir : Since my last of the 8th instant, which I had the 
honour to write from Isle-aux-Noix, my disorder (pro- 
ceeding from a bilious fever, and violent rheumatick pains) 
increased so much, and reduced me so very low, that it was 
thought necessary that I should return to this place, to try, 
if possible, to recover ; which I hope, with the assistance 
I have here, will be soon accomplished. 

In my last I gave you an account of our operations to 
the date thereof; I shall now continue it till the day on 
which 1 came away. On the 9th, I received a letter from 
Canada, without signature, but which I knew to be written 
by Mr. James Livingston — copy enclosed, No. 1. As I 
had, through other channels, a corroboration of the intelli- 
gence contained in the former part of this letter, I resolved, 
as I had not yet my artillery, to despatch five hundred men 
into Canada, and gave orders, on the 9th, for their embarka- 
tion pn the 10th, with an additional number of about three 
hundred, to cover their landing and bring back the boats — 
copy of my instructions to the commanding officer, No, 2. 
For the event of the intended expedition, see No. 3, which 
w>as drawn and delivered me by one of the party, and, from 
what I can learn, is just. 

. This body returned on Monday, the 11th. On Tuesday, 
the 12th, I found I had upwards of six hundred sick — 
Waterbury's Regiment being reduced to less than five hun- 
dred. General Montgomery (for I was too ill to leave my 
bed) perceived, however, with pleasure, that the men were 
unable to bear the reproach "of their late unbecoming be- 
haviour; and taking the advantage of this happy return to 
a sense of their duty, on the 13th I issued the orders in the 
paper No. 4. The 14th proved rainy, and retarded the 
embarkation of the cannon. On this day Colonel Allen 
arrived, and made the report No. 5; and I found myself so 
much better, that I had hopes of moving with the Army; 
but by ten o'clock at night, my disorder reattacked me with 
double violence, and every fair prospect of a speedy re- 
covery vanished. Great part of the 15th rainy; the embark- 
ation much retarded by it. On the same day I received a 
letter, of which No. 6 is a copy. On the 16th I was put 
into a covered boat, and left lsle-aux-Noix ; and as it rained 
part of the day, I do not suppose that General Montgomery 
could move until the 17th, which proved fair. 

The mode of the intended attack on St. John's, he, as 
judged best both by General Montgomery and myself, is as 
follows: To land as near the fort as we did the first time 
we went down ; the two row-gallies carrying a twelve- 
pounder each, well manned ; the sloop and schooner, and 
ten batteaus, with picked men, to lie in the river, ready to 
attack the enemy's schooner, (which is completed and car- 
ries sixteen guns,) in case she should attempt to destroy 
our boats, or get to the southward of them, and thereby 
effectually cut off all communication between this place 
and the Army. After this naval arrangement, (which will 
take three hundred and fifty men,) five hundred men to be 
sent as a corps of observation, to intercept any succours 
between St. John's and Chambly, and to keep as near the 
former as possible ; two hundred men, in a breastwork at 
the proposed landing, to cover the boats, and secure a retreat 
for the men in the vessels and boats, should the enemy's vessel 
be too many for them; the remainder of the Arm y to invest 
the place, make the approaches, and erect the batteries. 
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You will perceive, Sir, by No. 3, that some of the ene- 
my's boats fired on our people. Captain Douglass, who 
commanded one of the armed boats, pointed and fired a 
twelve-pounder, loaded with ball and grape-shot, at them; 
and we have accounts that about thirty of the unfriendly 
Canadians were killed or drowned. In the first engage- 
ment of the 7th, we killed six Indians, two Caughnawagas, 
as many Mohawks, (Daniel, and William a bastard son of 
Sir William Johnson's,) one Canassadaga and one Huron ; 
and we are informed by a Caughnawaga and Huron, whom 
I left at Isle-aux-Noix, that not an Indian remains at St. 
John's, and which I believe to be true. The four Deputies, 
sent by the Six Nations to request the Canadian Indians 
to remain neuter, were not returned when I left lsle-aux- 
Noix. I have taken the liberty to desire General Mont- 
gomery to make a present, in the name of the Congress, to 
the Canadian Indians, if he should think it necessary. 

Since the affair of the 10th, the Army at Isle-aux-Noix, 
which then consisted of thirteen hundred and ninety-four 
effectives, all ranks included, has been re-enforced by Cap- 
tain Livingston's Company of New-Yorkers, nearly com- 
plete ; on the 16th, by Colonel Warner, whom 1 met, an 
hour after my departure, with one hundred and seventy 
Green Mountain Boys, being the first that had appeared 
of that boasted corps. He left this with about fifty more ; 
but they mutinied, and the remainder are at Crown Point. 
Captain Allen's Company, of the same corps, arrived here 
last night, every man of which was raised in Connecticut. 
About one hundred men of Colonel Bedell's, from A T eui- 
Hampshire, which corps was to have been up a fortnight 
before, (the remainder of one hundred and fifty of that body 
were yet to come,) joined the 16th at night, and 1 suppose 
the. Artillery Company, under Captain Lamb, will join them 
to-day. These last were indispensably necessary, as we 
had none that knew any thing of the matter: so that the 
whole re-enforcement consists of about four hundred men. 
Yesterday I sentoff sixty of Boston's, and one hundred and 
forty more are just embarking; this is the whole of that 
corps. About one hundred and twenty-five of the first 
New-York Battalion will embark early to-morrow, together 
with the Company of Green Mountain Boys, consisting of 
about seventy. 

Two hundred and sixty of the third New-York Batta- 
lion remain here, which I will forward as soon as I can pro- 
cure craft, which is building slowly, as most of the car- 
penters are gone home sick. 

I am so feeble, that although I have much to say about 
the sick, musters, accounts, and other matters, I feel my- 
self under the necessity of confining to such only which I 
humbly conceive more immediately require the attention of 
Congress. 

If we succeed, what Troops are to remain in Canada! 
How are they to be engaged for that service? the like for 
those at this post, which at all events must have a garrison, 
weaker or stronger, as matters may turn out in Canada. 

The weather already begins to be cold. The Troops in 
three, weeks more will with great difficulty be able to stand 
it, thinly and poorly as they are clad. How are they to be 
supplied ? 

What kind of conduct am I to pursue with the Cana- 
dians, respecting civil matters ? for I hope to join the Army 
as soon as I am in the least restored. 

Where shall I get gold and silver to pay for necessaries 
for the Army ? paper, of any kind, not having the least 
currency in Canada. I wish a considerable sum, in specie, 
was immediately sent to Mr. Trumbull, the Paymaster. 

Please to let me know what I am to do with artificers 
taken out of the Troops ; see my letter of the 26th July, 
ninth paragraph. I also wish an answer to the second para- 
graph of mine of the 2d August, respecting this place, and 
to the second paragraph of that of the 6th; also, to the 
fourth paragraph of the same, respecting a hospital, in which 
I find there will necessarily be several mates employed, as 
our sick are so very numerous. 

I wish for some resolution of Congress agreeable to my 
letter of. 3 1st olJuly, as Mr. Phelps still continues to act in 
conjunction with Mr. Livingston, which must necessarily 
be introductory of confusion, of which I fear there is loo 
much already. One only should be employed as chief in 
the office, and the other may continue subordinate, for both 
are wanted. 



Should we meet with a repulse, am I to prepare timber 
for vessels of superiour strength to the enemy's, against next 
spring? 

Perhaps other matters of importance may have escaped 
my attention. Should I recollect any, I will do myself the 
honour to communicate them to you. 

I am, Sir, with the most profound respect, yours and the 
Congress's most obedient servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, President, he. 

[No. ].] 

St. Terese, September 8, 1 775. 
Dear Sir: It is with inexpressible regret we are under 
the necessity of demanding a party of men from your Army, 
to cut off the necessary communication between St. John's 
and La Prairie, Chambly, &c. Your manifestoes came safe 
to hand, and despatched them off to the different Parishes 
with all possible care and expedition. The Canadians are all 
friends, and a spirit of freedom seems to reign amongst them. 
Colonel Allen, Major Brown, and myself, set off this morn- 
ing, with a party of Canadians, with intention to go to your 
Army; but, hearing of a party of Indians waiting for us 
the same side of the river, we thought it most prudent to 
retire, in order, if possible, to raise a more considerable 
party of men. The Canadians, at any rate, are determined 
not to take up arms against you ; but immediately upon the 
arrival of a party from your Army, I make no doubt of 
joining you with a considerable party of Canadians. Our 
attempt in getting to your Army, and the failure thereof, 
has deprived me of the honour of seeing you for the pre- 
sent. We shall drop down the River Chambly, as far as 
my house, where a number of Canadians are waiting for 
me. I expect a party of your men before they will stir. 
I shall, notwithstanding, keep up a spirit of faction amongst 
them, till I can hear what advances you are making to- 
wards a general attack of St, John's. I had the pleasure of 
acquainting you, in my former, of the absolute necessity of 
taking the armed vessels at the mouth of Sorel River, which 
Will effectually prevent the escape of the Troops of Cham- 
% and Montreal, going to Quebeck. There is still pro- 
visions and warlike stores on board said vessels, and appre- 
hend the taking the same to be of as much consequence as 
blocking up the communication between Montrtal and St. 
John's, he. They are but slenderly manned, and make no 
doubt a dozen men might take one of them without blood- 
shed. I can easily furnish any party you may send with 
what provisions they may want. We Wait, with the utmost 
impatience, your answer; till when, I am, with 
wishes for the success of your arms, yours, he. 
To Major-General Schuyler. 

[No. 2.] 
Orders to Colonel Ritzema, on Ms going into Canada. 

Isle-aux-Noix, September 10, 1775. 

Sir : You will proceed, with the detachment under your 
command, to the road leading from St. John's to LaPrairie, 
and post yourself in such a manner as most effectually to 
cut off the communication between the garrison of St. 
John's and the country. This will be most probably best 
effected by approaching that post as near as the enemy's 
artillery will admit. 

You will be very watchful of the garrison of Chambly, 
by means of detached parties from your main body, or, 
which is preferable, by some trusty Canadians, lest any 
supplies of provisions or men should be thrown into St. 
John's, 

As you cannot march with intrenching tools, you must 
purchase or borrow from our friends in the country, should 
you stand in need of them. 

Colonel Allen and Major Brown have orders to request 
that provisions may be brought to you, which must be 
punctually paid for, for which purpose I have furnished 
you with the sum of £318 Is. lOd. in gold. 

General Montgomery will probably remain an the ground 
where he lands you, till the 11th, towards night. You 
will perhaps have it in your power before that time to report 
your situation, and the reception you may have met with. 
Vou will, as frequently as opportunity permits, furnish me 
with such intelligence as' may seem of consequence, by 
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good woodsmen of your own detachment, or by Canadian* 
who are trusty. 

I must recommend not only to you, Sir, but every offi- 
cer under your command, the strictest attention to good 
order, that our friends may not suffer jn their property; 
that you cultivate the friendship of the Canadians by all 
manner of means, and should any person sustaio damage, 
that you make him ample satisfaction. 

You will not fail to procure the best accommodation for 
your Troops your situation admits, with respect to lodging, 
medicines, and refreshments. Some rum also will be neces- 
sary, if to be had. 

If possible, you will endeavour to establish a correspond- 
ence at Montreal. If any of our friends in Canada will 
furnish you with the cash necessary to carry on the ser- 
vice, your orders upon me in their favour shall be duly 
honoured. 

[No. 3.] 

An Account of the Manoeuvres and Movements of the Army 

in Canada, under General Montgomeky. 

September 10, 1775. 
A detachment from Colonels Hinmun, Waterbury, 
McDougall, and Van Schaick's, Regiments, amounting to 
about eight hundred men, under the command of Briga- 
dier-General Montgomery, embarked at Isle-aux-Noix, pro- 
ceeded towards St. John's, and landed, at nine in the 
evening, about three miles from that place, at a breastwork 
thrown up by the Troops who had been there before. 
From this place, five hundred men of those Regiments, 
besides officers, under the command of Lieut. Col. Ritz- 
ema, marched to take post on the other side of St, John's. 
After they had been gone about a quarter of an hour, 
a noise was heard, and a report prevailed that they were 
returning. In a few minutes after, two or three of McDou- 
gall's men, who were in the rear, came tp the breastwork, 
and said they had been waylaid by a party of Regulars and 
Indians, and that the whole detachment were retreating. 
The same story was told by several stragglers from the 
other Regiments, though at this time not a gun had been 
fired, except one by a man of the detachment. The offi- 
cers remaining in the breastwork endeavoured to rally the 
Troops who had fled, and with some effect ; but they could 
not prevent others from flying, who, in order to escape 
being sent back, fled through the woods to the breastwork, 
and avoided the shore, (the way in which they first marched 
out.) On searching into the cause of this strange affair^ it 
appeared that one of the parties, who flanked the advanced 
guard, being unable from the thickness of the woods to keep 
within it, and apprehensive of being separated from the 
main body, had come in towards it, and fell in just at the rear 
of Hinman's, who led, and front of Waterbury. The noise 
they made in the woods threw a panick on this part of 
the men, which, quickly spreading to the rest, occasioned 
the flight. On the return of Colonel Ritzema, who de- 
clared the Troops had all left him, General Montgomery 
determined to try whether, upon an explanation of the 
matter, they would march again. They were accordingly 
paraded, and exhorted by the General to do their duty, 
who mentioned every motive which could induce them to 
act like men. They then marched in the same order as 
before, till they came near another breastwork which had 
been thrown up before, when they were fired upon by one 
or two swivels from the river. In this intrenchment there 
was a small house, in which they foundji few people, who 
fired one musket and then attempted to escape, in doing 
which a Canadian and an Indian were killed. Our Troops 
took possession of the work, and Colonel Ritzema ordered 
them to parade, that they might proceed ; but found he 
had not above fifty men. In a little time they increased 
to about two hundred, and the rest having retired to the 
other breastwork, the General ordered these two hundred 
thither likewise, where they arrived about three in the morn- 
ing, and determined to make another attempt at daylight. 
September 11th, at the request of some of the officers, the 
General called a council of war, at which Col. Waterbury 
and Col. Ritzema, Majors Elmore, Zedtwitz, and Dimon, 
Captains Starr, Smith, Bearsley, Reed, Brown, Weisen- 
fcls, Willet, Motte, Lyon, Yates, McCrackin, and Living- 
ston, assisted, and it was unanimously agreed that the 
detachment should proceed as before ordered, and that the 



remainder should take post at the other breastwork, in 
order to divert the attention of the enemy, but that the 
Troops should declare whether they were willing to march. 
On being asked, they all declared they were, and accord- 
ingly orders were given to embark ; the remainder to pro- 
ceed as advised by the council of war. Before this, 
Lieutenant Lockwood had been ordered down the river to 
reconnoitre, and just now returned with intelligence that 
the armed vessel of the enemy was lying at a point about 
a mile and a half below, completely equipped. This in- 
formation rendered it necessary to remove the boats up the 
river for security, and the opinion of the same council (at 
the request of some of the officers) was asked, as to the 
expediency of marching the detachment, seeing the boats 
must be taken to the Isle-aux-Noix. The majority of 
voices was for embarking the whole, and returning to that 
island. On the way the General ordered the boats to stop 
at a point eight miles from St. John's, to try the temper of 
the Troops, and know whether they would march from 
thence; but here the opinion of the majority of the coun- 
cil of war was against the measure, and the whole detach- 
ment returned to Isle-aux-Noix, without any molestation, 
except the throwing a few shells, on our leaving the 
breastwork, which they continued for an hour and a half, 
without doing any damage. When the halt was made at 
the point, the General and Captains, with a few for guards, 
disembarked, and on cry by one of the men that the boats 
were coming, the Troops were with difficulty restrained 
from pushing off without their officers. 

(No. 4.] 
After General Orders. 
Camp at Isle-aux-Noix, September 13, 1775. 
The artillery to be embarked to-morrow. The guns 
and mortars on board batteaus, and the carriages in the 
row-galleys. The Army will move down the river on the 
day following. Thirty-six barrels of pork and thirty -six 
of flour to be put on board the two periaugers. The 
axes and other intrenching tools to be also put on board 
those periaugers.' The schooner will proceed with the 
Army. Captain Douglass and Lieutenant Lockwood will 
choose out determined volunteer crews and good rowers 
for the galleys. 

[No. 5.] 

Wednesday, September 6, 1775. 

Set out from Isle-aux-Noix on the 8th instant; arrived 
at Chambly ; found the Canadians in that vicinity friend- 
ly ; they guarded me under arms night and day, escorted 
me through the woods as I desired, arid showed me every 
courtesy 1 could wish for. The news of my being in this 
place excited many Captains of the Militia and respectable 
gentlemen of the Canadians to visit and converse with me, 
as I gave out I was sent by General Schuyler to manifest 
Iiis friendly intentions towards them, and delivered the 
General's written manifesto to them to the same purpose. 
I likewise sent a messenger to the chiefs of the Caughnawa- 
ga Indians, demanding the cause why sundry of the Indians 
had taken up arms against the United Colonies; they sent 
two of their chiefs to me, who plead that it was contrary 
to the will and orders of their chiefs. The King's Troops 
gave them rum, and inveigled them to fight General Schuy- 
ler; that they had sent their runners, and ordered them to 
depart from St. John's, averring their friendship to the Co- 
lonies. Meanwhile, the sachems held a General Council, 
sent two of their Captains, and some beads and a wampun 
belt, as a lasting testimony of their friendship ; and that they 
would not take up arms on either' side. These tokens of 
friendship were delivered to me, agreeable to their ceremo- 
ny, in a solemn manner, in the presence of a large auditory 
of Canadians, who approved of the league, and manifested 
friendship to the Colonies, and testified their good will on 
account of the advance of the Army into Canada. Their 
fears (as they said) were, that our Army was too weak to 
protect them against the severity of the English Govern- 
ment, as a defeat on our part would expose our friends in 
Canada to it. In this dilemma, our friends expressed 
anxiety of mind. It furthermore appeared to me that 
many of the Canadians were watching the scale of power, 
whose attraction attracted them. In fine, otir friends in 
Canada earnestly urged that General Schuyler should 
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immediately environ St. John's, and that they would assist 
in cutting off the communication between St. John's and 
Chambly, and between these forts and Montreal. They 
furthermore assured me, that they would help our Army 
to provision, &.c. ; and that, if our Army did not make a 
conquest of the King's garrisons, they would be exposed 
to the resentment of the English Government, which they 
dreaded, and consequently that the attempt of the Army 
into Canada would be to them the greatest evil. They 
further told me that some of the inhabitants, that were in 
their hearts friendly to us, would, to extricate themselves, 
take up arms in favour of the Crown ; and therefore that it 
was of the last importance to them, as well as us, that the 
Army immediately attack St. John's, which would cause 
them to take up arms in our favour. 

Governour Carleton threatens the Canadians with fire 
and sword, except they assist him against the Colonies, 
and the Seigneurs urge them to it. They have withstood 
Carleton a_nd them, and keep under arms throughout most 
of their Parishes, and are now anxiously watching the 
scale of power. 

This is the situation of affairs in Canada, according to 
rny most painful discovery. 

Given, under my hand, upon honour, this 14th day of 
September, 1115. Ethan Allen. . 

To his Excellency General Schuyler. 

[No.' 6.] 
Dear Sir : It is with the utmost concern that I have 
no account from the party of men you were to have sent 
me. I still guard the River Chambly, which, through my 
promises to them of your men coming, has increased to 
near three hundred men. The night before last I took two 
batteaus, one of which was armed with twenty men, only 
owing to the Colonel having imprudently taken five artil- 
lerymen coming down the river for baggage, in conse- 
quence of which was obliged to demand a re-enforcement 
to defend myself in case of an attack from the fort, which 
happened according to expectation. I had the good for- 
tune to kill and wound ten or twelve; the rest, being six 
in number, escaped to the upper end of the little island, 
about a Jeague below the Fort Chambly. Had I not re- 
ceived a re-enforcement by art, I must have quitted the 
country, the consequence of which would have been fatal 
to me. The Canadians desire nothing more than to see a 
party of your men, and instead of three hundred men now 
with me, could procure you three thousand. They are at 
a great expense to me, owing to their want of flour, the 
dryness of the season stopping the mills entirely. They 
brought provisions for three or four days. I was under the 
necessity of keeping them here, at the expense of the Co- 
lonists, so as not to lose my ground. I would this night 
set to blocking up the communication, as beforementioned, 
were I certain of your men arriving to-morrow, and would 
engage the taking of St. John's without exposing your 
Army. As I have begun a war, must continue, or fly 
the country, unless you send the support you promised. 
I am almpst harassed to death, as the Major and Colonel 
can inform you, not having slept six hours this week past, 
as you know volunteers cannot be kept in regular order. 
Mr. Duggan, a merchant in this river, gave me a little 
relief this day, by assisting me with liquor, ammunition, 
&c, and about sixty men, though I was under the neces- 
sity of casting lead into balls. Guns are much wanting, 
but hope we shall soon have some. Pray God I may be 
soon relieved from this dilemma, and send a party to our 
relief. I shall still keep up their spirits with all the elo- 
quence I am master of. May God protect you and the 
Army, support the justness of the cause, and make you 
instrumental in uniting this flourishing Province with the 
United Colonies in America, is the sincere wish of him 
who is, with the greatest respect, your most obedient and 

devoted servant, T T 

. ' James Livingston. 



Sir : 1 hereby send you fifty-nine loaves of bread, and six- 
teen quarters of beef, conducted by Lieut. Brink, and two 
prisoners, one of them a considerable merchant in Montreal. 
They have been.tbrough the country to stir up the people 
to take up arms against us. Accordingly, I sent a party to 
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take them. Yesterday morning I sent a party each side the 
river, Col. Allen at their head, to take the vessels at Sorel, 
if possible, by surprise. Numbers of people flock to them, 
and make no doubt they will carry their point. I have cut 
off the communication from Montreal to Chambly. We 
have nothing to fear here at present, but a few Seigneurs 
in the country, endeavouring to raise forces. I hope Col. 
Allen's presence will put a stop to it. 1 must refer 
to your Lieutenant, Brink, for the characters of the two 
prisoners, and their good intentions towards me. Time 
will not admit me to enlarge upon it. 

I am your most obedient humble servant, 

James Livingston. 

P. S. A little cash would be acceptable at this juncture, 
and enable me to furnish what necessaries might be want- 
ing. If I could pay the inhabitants one-half at present, 
they would wait for the remainder till all matters were 
finally settled. 

JOSEPH REED TO MAJOR FRENCH. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 19, 1775, 

Sir : His Excellency the General would have acknow- 
ledged your favour of the 3d instant, under his hand, 
but the gentlemen who are the bearers of this formed a 
sudden resolution, and a pre-engagement abroad did not 
permit his showing you this mark of his attention. 

Captain Willing will deliver you all the letters which 
have been sent, out of Boston, for you; if any more should 
come, they shall be carefully forwarded, but at present there 
is a total interruption of all correspondence between the 
Town and this camp. The reasons Mr. Wharton can 
inform yon. 

The General has directed me to acquaint you that, on 
the fullest consideration, he is of opinion that your deten- 
tion is both justifiable and proper. While the appellation 
of rebel is supposed to sanctify every species of perfidy and 
cruelty towards the inhabitants of America, it would be a 
strange misapplication of military rules to enlarge such 
gentlemen as may think themselves bound by a mistaken 
notion of duty to become the instruments of our ruin. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Joseph Reed. 



PERMIT TO IMPORT POWDER. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 19, 1775. 

By his Excellency George Washington, Commander-in- 
Chief of the Armies of the United Provinces of North- 
America. 

Whereas the necessities of the Army under my com- 
mand, for ammunition, are so great as to require all possible 
supplies, and Messrs. Clark fy Nightingale, merchants of 
Providence, having represented to me that they will, at 
their own risk, undertake to procure, from the West-Indies 
or elsewhere, such quantities as may be purchased, provi- 
ded they obtain my permission for this purpose, 1 do there- 
fore hereby make known to all Committees and other 
persons whatsoever, that the voyage now proposed by the 
Sloop Fly and the Sloop Neptune are for the above pur- 
pose, and undertaken with my privity and approbation, 
under such restrictions and engagements as the Honourable 
Governour Cooke, of Rhode-Island, shall think proper, to 
prevent the same from being perverted to any other purpose 
than that above specified. And I do recommend it to all 
Committees and other persons, not only to forbear molesting 
or intercepting them on the voyage aforesaid, but to give 
them all assistance and countenance within their power. 

address of the mayor, etc., of poole. 
Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, Burgesses, and prin- 
cipal Inhabitants of the Town and County of Poole, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Sir Eyre Coote, Knight of the 
Bath, one of their Representatives in Parliament. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Burgesses, and principal Inhabitants of 
yoprTown and County of Poole, most humbly beg leave 
to assure your Majesty of our unfeigned duty and invio- 
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lable attachment to your Majesty's sacred person and royal 
authority, and with thankful hearts to acknowledge your 
Majesty's paternal care and vigilance for the honour of this 
Nation and the general good of your subjects. 

Convinced as we are that nothing has been wanting on 
your Majesty's part to accelerate and promote these great 
and glorious ends, permit us, royal Sir, to express how 
deeply we are affected and concerned to find that our fel- 
low-subjects in America still hold out an obstinate resist- 
ance to the legislative authority of this Kingdom ; but, 
nevertheless, we hope that the time is not far off, when 
these unhappy and deluded people may be brought to a 
sense of their duty, and obedience to the laws of their 
parent State ; and it is our most ardent wish that it may 
be the work of your Majesty's justice to accomplish that 
great purpose. 

Permit us, most gracious Sovereign, to assure you that 
we are steadfast in our allegiance, unalterable in our loyalty, 
unanimous in the defence of your Majesty's sacred person 
and Government ; and that we will cheerfully devote the 
utmost exertion of our abilities to crush all impious attempts, 
either foreign or domestick, to subvert our present happy 
Constitution. 

Poole, September 20, 1775. - 



arrival in this Province, Captain Tollemache and Mr. Logie, 
and was in hopes His Majesty's service to the north- 
ward would have permitted some little attention to haw 
been paid to the southern Provinces. I have now only to 
acquaint your Excellency that this Province has for some 
time been in a state of open rebellion ; and, after under- 
going many mortifications and insults, I was at last obliged, 
a few days ago, to take refuge on board the Tamar, and 
leave the officers of the Crown disarmed, and confined to 
Charlestown. The bearer of this, Mr. KirMand, was a 
Lieutenant of Militia in the back part of this country. I 
know him to be a man who has great influence there; and, 
by his attachment to Government, lie has, I fear, sacrificed 
his all. He has acquainted me with the particulars of the 
plan he means to communicate to your Excellency; and I 
am convinced, if the execution is not delayed too long, he 
may be made very useful in this and the neighbouring 
Provinces, Georgia and North-Carolina. 

I have the honour to be, with great regard, Sir, your 
Excellency's most obedient and most humble servanf, 

William Campbell, 



GOVERNOUR TONYN TO GENERAL GAGE. 

St. Augustine, September 20, 1775. 

Sir: We have this moment intelligence that Thomas 
Gray, an Indian trader, with four Indians, are gone to 
hatchway, the residence of the headmen of the Indians in 
this Province, from Jonathan Bryan, with a lease for near 
one-half of this .Province, which Gray is to get the Indians 
to sign. The Superintendent informed your Excellency 
of Bryan's exploits and impositions sometime ago. In 
consequence of those transactions, so notoriously base and 
wicked, I issued at that time a proclamation against Bryan. 
In a few hours will set out a Constable, with two soldiers, 
who will also be appointedConstables, to Latchway, with 
a talk to the Cowkeeper and headmen, and a Judge's 
warrant, to apprehend Thomas Gray, wherever they can 
find him. 

The substance of my talk will be a reward to apprehend 
Gray, to assist the Constables, in bringing him safe to this 
place, and to invite the four Indians to come here. The 
plan now forming in Georgia is to send five hundred men, 
to demand Mr. Stuart, the Superintendent; if he be not 
delivered up, which most certainly he will not, they are to 
attack this place, and take him by force. As a further pan 
of this plan, Gray's negotiation is with a view to gain over 
the Indians to co-operate with it, when Bryan is to come 
at the same time to take possession of the land. If they 
gain over the Indians, it may not be impossible they may 
attempt something. If they do not, I should think the un- 
dertaking madness. But, indeed, one should be mad to 
know what madmen would do. Things being in this state, 
your Excellency will not in the least wonder if I make 
a strong remonstrance to the commanding officer of the 
Fourteenth Regiment, to remain here with the little division 
of his corps, until I hear further from your Excellency, 
should even the three Companies of the Sixteenth Regi- 
ment arrive.. Surely, I am justified in this measure many 
ways. The importance of this post to Great Britain, the 
very great consequence of the fort, the value of the King's 
ordnance, the communication and access to the Indians, 
and the preservation of the Province. 

I have the honour to be, with very great respect, Sir, 
your Excellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

Patrick Tonyn. 

P. S. Your Excellency will be pleased to take notice, 
I do not intend to remonstrate for the detention of the 
remainder of the Fourteenth Regiment, without the fullest 
conviction of the designs of the rebels against this Province 
being carried into execution, 



GOVEUNOTJR LORD WILLUST CAMPBELL TO GENERAL GAGE. 
Tamar, in Rebellion Roads, September 30, 1775. 
Sir : I did myself the honour to write to your Excel- 
lency, by the only two opportunities that offered since my 



Norfolk, Virginia, September 20, 1775. 

We are informed, from good authority, that a system of 
justice similar to that adopted against the devoted Town of 
Boston is likely to be established in this Colony, by the 
renowned Commodore of the Virginia fleet. He has in 
the course of this week, as a reprisal for the loss of his ten- 
der, seized every vessel belonging to Hampton that came 
within his reach, and thereby rendered himself the terrour 
of all the small craft and fishing boats in this river; espe- 
cially the latter, having brought some of them under his 
stern, by a discharge of his cannon at them. He has like- 
wise seized a vessel belonging to the Eastern Shore, and 
having honoured the passengers so far with his notice as to 
receive them on board his own vessel, took the liberty of 
sending one of their horses as a present to Lord Dunmore. 
This act of generosity, we doubt not, will gain him con- 
siderable interest with his Lordship, it being an instance of 
his industry in distressing a people who have of late become 
obnoxious to his Excellency for their spirited behaviour. 
We hope that those who have lived under and enjoyed the 
blessings of the British Constitution will not continue tame , 
spectators of such flagrant violations of its most salutary 
laws in defence of our private property. The crimes daily 
committed by this plunderer we would not willingly brand 
with the odious name of piracy, but we are confident they 
come under those offences to which the English laws have 
denied the benefit of clergy. 

We are just informed that he sent, some days ago, a 
message to the inhabitants of Hampton, with a proposal, 
that if they would return the stores, &c, taken on board 
the tender, he would molest them no longer, but retire 
peaceably to his old station. This proposition being take*n 
under consideration by the principal inhabitants, an answer 
was returned, promising a compliance with the Captain's 
request, provided he would deliver up a negro slave be- 
longing to Mr. Henry King, who has long acted as a pilot 
to the Otter; but this honest Captain, as well on account 
of the fellow's knowledge of the rivers as his singular at- 
tachment and loyalty to his Sovereign, refused ; and, after 
damning the impudence of these people in demanding his 
Ethiopian director, swore he would make them no other 
reply than what his cannon could give them. Accordingly, 
he has taken his station between the two bars, to be more 
convenient for the business. 



EXPLANATION OF THE DEVICES ON THE CONTINENTAL 
BILLS OF CREDIT. 

Philadelphia, October 20, 1775. 

An emblematical device, when rightly formed, is said to 
consist of two parts— a body and a mind — neither of which 
is complete or intelligible without the aid of the other. The 
figure is called the body; the motto the mind. These that 
I am about to consider appear formed on that rule, and 
seem to relate to the present struggle between the Colonies 
and the tyrant State, for liberty, property, and safety, on 
the one hand, for absolute power and plunder on the 
other. 

On one denomination of the bills there is the figure of 
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a harp, with this motto: Majora minoribus consonant ; lite- 
rally, " The greater and smaller ones found together." As 
th e ha rp is an instrument composed of great and small 
strings, included in a strong frame, and all so tuned as to 
agree in concord with each other, I conceive that the frame 
may be intended to represent our new Government by a 
Continental Congress ; and the strings, of different lengths 
and substance, either the several Colonies of different weight 
and force, or the various ranks of people in all of them, 
who are now united by that Government in the most perfect 
harmony. 

On another bill is impressed a wild boar of the forest 
rushing on the spear of the hunter, with this motto : Aut 
mors, aut vita decora ; which may be translated, " Death 
or Liberty." The wild boar is an animal of great strength 
and courage, armed with long and sharp tusks, which he 
well knows how to use in his defence. He is inoffensive 
while suffered to enjoy his freedom ; but, when roused and 
wounded by the hunter, often turns and makes him pay 
dearly for his injustice and temerity. 

On another is drawn an eagle, on the wing, pouncing 
upon a crane, who turns upon his back and receives the 
eagle on the point of his long bill, which pierces the eagle's 
breast, with this motto: Exitus in dubio est; "The event 
K UD.per&in.^ The eagle, I suppose, represents Great Bri- 
tain; the crane America, This device offers an admoni- 
tion to each of the contending parties. To the crane, not 
to depend too much on the success of its endeavours to 
avoid the contest, by petition, negotiation, Sic, but prepare 
for using the means of defence God and nature hath given 
it ; and to the eagle, not to presume on its superiour strength, 
since a weaker bird may wound it mortally. 

Sunt dubii eyentus, incertaque prcelia martis 
Vincitur, haud raro, qui prope victor erat. 

On another bill we have a thorny bush, which a hand 
seems attempting to eradicate; the hand appears to bleed, 
as pricked by the spines. The motto is, Sustine vei ab- 
s'tine; which may be rendered, "Bear with me, or let me 
alone ;" or thus, " Either support or leave me." The bush 
i suppose to mean America, and the bleeding hand Bri- 
tain. Would to God that bleeding were stopped ; the 
wounds of that hand healed, and its future operations di- 
rected by wisdom and equity; so shall the hawthorn flourish, 
and form an hedge around it, annoying with her thorns only 
its invading enemies. 

Another has the figure of a beaver gnawing a large tree, 
with this motto : Perseverando ; " By perseverance." I ap- 
prehend the great tree may be intended to represent the 
enormous power Britain has assumed over us, and endea- 
vours to enforce by arms, of taxing us at pleasure, " and 
binding us in all cases whatsoever ;" or the exorbitant profits 
she makes by monopolizing our commerce. Then the 
beaver, which is' known to be able, by assiduous and steady 
working, to fell large trees, may signify America ; which 
by perseverance in her present measures, will probably 
reduce that power within proper bounds, and, by estab- 
lishing the mostnecessary manufactures among ourselves 
abolish the British monopoly. ' 

On another, bill we have the plant acanthus, sprouting 
on all sides under a weight placed upon it, with the motto 
Dejpressa resurgit ; "Though oppressed, it rises." The 
ancients tell us that the sight of such an accidental circum- 
stance gave the first hint to an architect in forming the 
beautiful capital of the Corinthian column. This, perhaps 
was intended to encourage us, by representing that our pre- 
sent oppressions will not destroy us, but tbauhey may, by 
increasing our industry, and forcing it into new courses 
increase the prosperity of our Country, and establish that 
prosperity on the base of liberty, and the well-proportioned 
pillar of property, elevated for a pleasing spectacle to all 
connoisseurs, who can taste and delight in the architecture 
of human happiness. 

The figure of a_ hand and flail over sheaves of wheat 
with the motto, Tribulatio ditat ; " Thrashing improves it "' 
which we find printed on another of the bills, may perhaps 
be intended to admonish us, that though at present we are 
under the flail, its blows, how hard soever, will be rather 
advantageous than hurtful to us; for they will brin°- forth 
every grain of genius and merit, in arts, manufactures, war, 
and council, that are now concealed in the husk, and then 
the breath of a breeze will be sufficient to separate from us 



all the chaff of toryism. Tribulation, too, in our English 
sense of the word, improves the mind; it makes us hum- 
ble, and tends to make us wiser; and thrashing, in one of 
its senses, that of beating, often improves those that are 
thrashed. Many an unwarljke nation have been beaten 
into heroes by'troublesome warlike neighbours; and the 
continuance of a war, though it lessen the numbers of a 
people, often increases its strength by the increased disci- 
pline and consequent courage of the number remaining; 
Thus England, after her civil war, in which her peopl* 
thrashed one another, became more formidable to her neigh- 
bours. The publick distress, too, that arises from war, by 
increasing frugality and industry, often gives habits that 
remain after the distress is over, and thereby naturally en- 
riches those on whom it has enforced those enriching 
virtues. 

Another of the bills has, for its device, a storm descend- 
ing from a black heavy cloud, with the motto, Serenabit ; 
" It will clear up." This seems designed to encourage the 
dejected, who may be too sensible of present inconveniences, 
and fear their continuance. It reminds them, agreeable to 
the adage, that after a storm comes a calm ; or, as Horace 
more elegantly has it, 

Iiiformes hieraes reducit Jupiter : idem summovet. 

Non, si male nunc, et olirn 

Sic erit. — Neque semper arcum tendit Apollo. 

On another bill there is stamped the representation of a 
tempestuous sea ; a face, with swollen cheeks, wrapped up 
in a black cloud, appearing to blow violently on the waters ; 
the waves high, and all rolling one way. The motto, Vi 
contitatm ; which may be rendered, " Raised by force." 
From the remotest antiquity, in figurative language, great 
waters have signified the people, and waves an inwrecifeh. 
The people, of themselves, are supposed as naturally in- 
clined to be still as the waters to remain lew! and quiet. 
Their rising here appears not to be from any internal cause, 
but from an external power, expressed by the head of 
JEolus, god of the winds, or Boreas, the north wind, as 
usually the most violent, acting furiously upon them. The 
black cloud, perhaps, designs the British Parliament, and 
the waves the Colonies. Their rolling all in one direction 
shows that the very force used against them has produced 
their unanimity. On the reverse of this bill we have a 
smooth sea; the sails of ships, on that sea, hangin" loose, 
show a perfect calm ; the sun shining fully denotes 3 a clear 
sky. The motto is, Cessante vento, conquiesCemus ; " The, 
wind ceasing, we shall be quiet." Supposing my explana- 
tion of the preceding device to be right, this would proba- 
bly import, that when those violent acts of power, which 
have roused the Colonies, are repealed, they will return to 
their former tranquillity. Britain seems thus charged with 
being the sole cause of the present civil war, at the same 
time that the only mode of putting an end to it is thus 
plainly pointed out to her. 

The last is a wreath of laurel on a marble monument or 
altar. The motto, Si recte fades; "H you act rightly." 
This seems intended as an encouragemeht to a brave and 
steady conduct in defence of our liberties, as it promises to 
crown with honour, by the laurel wreath, those who perse- 
vere to the end in well-doing ; and with a long duration of 
that honour, expressed by the monument of marbje. 

A learned friend of mine thinks this device More par- 
ticularly addressed to the Congress. He says the ancients 
composed for their heroes a wreath of laurel, oak and olive 
twigs interwoven, agreeable to the distich, 

E lauro, quercu, atque oloa duce digna corona, 
Prud'entem, fortein, pacificumque decet. 

Of laurel, as that tree was dedicated to Apollo, and under- 
stood to signify knowledge and prudence ; of oak, as per- 
taining to Jupiter, and expressing fortitude ; of olive, as the 
tree of Pallas, and as a symbol of peace. The whole to 
show that those who are intrusted to conduct the *reat 
affairs of mankind should act prudently and firmly, retain- 
ing, above all, a pacifick disposition. This wreath was first 
placed on an altar, to admonish the hero who was to be 
crowned with it, that true glory is founded on and proceeds 
from piety. My friend therefore thinks the present device 
might intend a wreath of that composite kind, th6uoh, f rom 
the smallness of the work, the engraver could not mark 
distinctly the differing leaves. And he is rather confirmed 
^m his opinion that this is designed as an admonition to the 
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Congress, when he considers the passage in Horace from 
whence the motto is taken, 



Rex eris, aiunt, 
Si recto facies. 



To which also Ausonius alludes: 

Qui recte faciet, non qui dominatur, erit Rex. 

Not the King's Parliament, who act wrong, but the peo- 
ple's Congress, if it acts right, shall govern America. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, September 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen : As Gen. Schuyler is engaged in an expe- 
dition of immense consequence to the United Colonies, and 
it being of the last importance that he be properly sup- 
ported, in order to ensure success, or at least to prevent a 
repulse, 1 am directed by the Congress to write to you, and 
direct you immediately to send forward the whole of the 
Troops ordered to be raised in your Colony, properly 
equipped, in order to join General Schuyler as soon as pos- 
sible. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
John Hancock, President. 

To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress, or Commit- 
tee of Safely, New- York. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL W005TER, 

Philadelphia, September 20, 1775. 

Sir: The necessity of supporting General Schuyler in 
the important enterprise he is now engaged in has induced 
the Congress "to direct you immediately, on receipt of this, 
to march with the Troops under your command to Albany, 
there to await the orders of General Schuyler, in case he 
should want your assistance; and you will please, without 
loss of time, to proceed. 

By order of the Congress : 

John Hancock, President. 

To David Wooster, Esq., Brigadier-General in the Army 
of the United Colonies, and Commander of the Connec- 
ticut Forces at Harlem. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia, September 20, 1775. 

Sir: Your letter of the 8th instant was received yester- 
day, and laid before the Congress. I am directed to express 
their approbation of your conduct, as stated in your letter. 
Your taking possession of the Isle-aux-Noix, and the pro- 
posed measures for preventing the enemy's vessels from 
entering the lake, appear to them highly expedient and 
necessary. The Congress have such a sense of the impor- 
tance of that post, as to wish it may not be abandoned 
without the most mature consideration, or the most pressing 
necessity. They view the expedition intrusted to your 
care as of the greatest consequence to the general cause ; 
and as they clearly foresee that its influence, whether suc- 
cessful or otherwise, will be great and extensive, they are 
desirous that nothing necessary to give it a fortunate issue 
may be omitted. They have ordered all the forces raised 
in New- York immediately to join you ; and those under 
General Wooster to. march" immediately to Albany; from 
whence, if you should think such re-enforcement necessary, 
you will be pleased to order them. Should you stand in 
need of further re-enforcement, the Congress desire you will 
apply to General Washington. 

The Congress repose the highest confidence in the abili- 
ties, the zeal, and the alacrity of the officers and forces em- 
ployed on this expedition. They are determined to spare 
neither men nor money ; and should the Canadians remain 
neuter, flatter themselves that the enterprise will be crowned 
with success, notwithstanding the great and various diffi- 
culties to which it has been and still is exposed. 

It is with great concern that the Congress hear of your 
indisposition. They desire me. to assure you of their warm- 
est wishes for your recovery, and to request that, in dis- 
charging the duties of your station, you will not omit the 
attention due to the re-establishment of your health. 

I am, &jc. By order of the Congress : 

John Hancock, President, 
To General Schuyler, 



NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, September 20, 1773. 

Gentlemen : We have the honour of your favour of the 
9th instant, which we instantly communicated tolhe Con- 
gress. Deputy Adjutant Fleming's commission, with the 
rank of Colonel, and a number of blanks, which you re- 
quest, have already been forwarded ; and you may be 
assured that we shall be attentive to your want of powder, 
and embrace every opportunity to supply it. 

The article of tea gives us real anxiety. We sincerely 
wish to relieve our suffering fellow-citizens, by enabling 
them to dispose of what, so much to their misfortune, 
lies useless and perishing upon their hands. You cannot 
be insensible of the delicacy of this subject, and how many 
difficulties we have to struggle with to accomplish your 
humane request ; whether we shall succeed or not, it is out 
of our power to determine. We are not without hopes; 
but whatever may be the event, you may rely upon our 
utmost exertions to obtain the permission which you solicit. 

We have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servants, 

James Duane, Rob't R. Livingston, Jun., 
John Alsop, Francis Lewis. 
John Jay, 
To the Committee of Safetv of New-York. 



JOSIAH BARTLETT AND JOHN LANGDON TO THE NEW-HAMP- 
SHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, September 20, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Yesterday it was moved in Congress to 
discharge Colonel Fenton from his confinement. It seems 
that living at Hartford had afforded him an opportunity to 
see several of the members, as they passed to and from the 
Army ; and, by his politeness and address, and by tellinu- 
how much he had suffered, had prejudiced some of them 
that he had been hardly dealt with by us. The copy of 
a letter from General Putnam was also produced, wherein 
he says, that " the populace had seized him, and carried 
him before the Congress of New-Hampshire; and that, after 
a full hearing, they could not find that he had done any 
thing against the liberties of America, in word or deed ; 
but, for fear that he might, had ordered him to be confined." 
But, as we knew the whole of that affair, we convinced 
the Congress that our Convention had done right. The 
Congress passed a resolution to this effect : " That whereas 
the Convention of the Colony of New-Hampshire had 
prudently and justly ordered Colonel John Fenton to be 
confined ; and that he being now desirous to remove to 
Great Britain or Ireland, therefore resolved that General 
Washington be directed to allow Colonel Fenton to repair 
forthwith to Neiv-York, and from thence to Great Britain 
or Ireland, on his giving his parole not to take up arm? 
against America ;" which order your Delegates consented 
to, thinking it better than keeping him confined at the 
publick expense. 

As to publick news, you will see it in the publick prints, 
and we have no other that we can at present communicate. 
We should be glad to receive from you all possible intelli- 
gence of our affairs, and shall think it our duty to write 
you often, even though it were only to tell you we have 
nothing new to inform you of. 

We are your most obedient humble servants, 

Josiah Bartlett, 
John Langdon. 
Matthew Thornton, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 

Safety, New-Hampshire. To be communicated. 



OFFICERS CHOSEN IN PAWLING's PRECINCT, DUTCHESS 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

In Captain Coon's Company: John Van Duser, Captain; 
Valentine Wheeler, First Lieutenant ; Luke Wolcott, Se- 
cond Lieutenant; Rulef Knickerbocker, Ensign. 

In Captain Ephraim, Pray's Company : Isaac Taiwan, 
Captain ; Ichabod Ward, First Lieutenant ; Andrew More- 
house, Jr., Second Lieutenant ; Ezra Rutty, Ensign. 

In Captain Thomas Sheldon's Company : James Mar- 
tin, Captain ; Benjamin Elliott, First Lieutenant ; Stephen 
Akin, Second Lieutenant; Nathan Burdick, Ensign.' 
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** ■ '** Dutcticss County, "Pawling's Wecinct, September '50, 177*57 

.*g|:.ai^ l ' -"Vh, '-^''' ■ * '■■ <*■ ; e; -' 'v~*' j ^ *^ - " : * * '■* ■* f*'*' jh~ - ;r ^ L - 
.'' JI. Sir : These are to desire vou to acquaint the Congress 

that tbtT above gentlemen were chosen by the respective 

Co mpan ies, as their Officers, in Pawling s Precinct ; and 

IH^Jui ey^tand" ready, as soon as cominissioped, to act 

uWerjlTg ^jnlffu ence and direction of the Continental and 

Provincial Congresses. 

Per order of the Committee: 

Henry Gary, Chairman. 



CfENJfRAt, SCHUYLER TO G0VEHNOUR *RUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, September 20, 1775. 

..„ Sir : Your Honour'3 several letters of the 26th and 28th 
ult., and 11th instant, I have received. _ A very severe fit 
of ijlngss, which attacked me before I left this, had brought 
rnej.so extremely low, that it was thought necessary I should 
return here, in order, if possible, to recover my health. I 
find myself, though very weak, yet much better, and hope 
soori to be able to rejoin my Army, which is now besieg- 
ing St. John's ; from which place all the savages are retired, 
at the request, I suppose, of the Six Nations, who have 
sent Deputies to Canada for that purpose. I hope soon to 
give your Honour a favourable account of pur operations. 
Our sick, especially of the Troops of your Colony, multi- 
ply with an alarming rapidity. I discharge such as are 
able to get home, and the remainder I send to Fort George, 
where I have established a hospital. I shall be happy, Sir, 
if I can find a place for Lieutenant Halsey. His disap- 
pointment did not arise from any order or arrangement of 
mine. , • 

I am surprised at the impropriety of Mr. Phelps's con- 
duct, in the application he has made to your Pay Table. 
I shall order all the accounts to be discharged as soon as 
the Paymaster-General returns here from the Army, whom 
I expect in a very few days, and as soon as I am furnished 
with the accounts to annex the warrapts. Major Hobby 
and Captain Mead, who Were wounded, are out of danger. 
The loss of two such very good officers distressed me 
'itiifcV " r 

I am, with sentiments of esteem, your Honour's most 



obedient and humble servant, 



Philip Schuyler. 



Tq the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull. 

P. S. Be pleased to forward the enclosed letter to Gen- 
eral Washington by the first safe hand. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, September 20, 1775. 

Dear Sir: The day alter I did myself the honour to 
write your Excellency from Albany, I set out for this place, 
and arrived here on the 30th ult., much indisposed with a 
bilious fever ; next day 1 followed General Montgomery, 
whom I overtook on the 4th instant, at the Isle-la-Motte, 
he having been detained by adverse winds and rainy 
,weather. On that day we moved on to Isle-aux-Noix, 
(twelve miles south of »Sf. John's.) On the 5th I drew 
a declaration, (but was so ill that it is not such as I could 
wish, copy of which, No, 1., you have enclosed,) which I 
sent into Canada by Major Brown and Mr. Allen; and as 
we judged going to St. John's, weak as we were, (our 
number not exceeding one thousand, and the little artillery 
we had not come up.) might have a good effect on the 
Canadians, and encourage them to join us, we resolved 
ijpon the measure, and landed our baggage and provisions, 
Scpept" for four days, and early on the 6th embarked, and 
without any obstructions proceeded towards St. John's. When 
""we" L arrived in sight of it, and at the distance of about two 
ihiles, the enemy began to cannonade, but did us no damage. 
We approached half a mile nearer, and then landed, with- 
out opposition, in a close deep swamp, which extends to 
Idrf "hear the fort. Here we formed, and marched in the 
Best order we could towards the fort, to reconnoitre. Major 
"Hobby, of Waterbury's Regiment, with a detachment, 
flanked the left wing, and was something advanced before 
'"jTieTipnin body, when he was attacked in crossing a deep 
ftiuddy brook by a party of Indians, from whom he received 
' a Tncavy fire ; but our men pushing on, they soon gave way 
iind left us the ground. In this rencounter we had a Ser- 
geant, a Corporal, and three Privates killed, and one miss- 



ing; eight Privates wounded, three of vvh'ich 3'ied^the 
ensuing night. Major HobBy shot through the thigh, 
Capt. Mead through the shoulder, and Lieutenant^Brotw* 
in the hand. These gentlemen are all out of danger. 
Night coming on, and the swamp almost impassable, we 
drew our men; together, and cast up a small intrenchment, 
to defend ourselves in case of an attack. In the night, a 

gentleman (Mr , whose name I can only mention 

to your Excellency, not having even ventured it to the 
Congress, and therefore beg you to erase the scored part 
of the letter after perusal) came to me and gave me the 
following account : " That there were no regular Troops 
in Canada, but the Twenty-Sixth Regiment. That all these, 
except fifty at Montreal, were at St. John's and Chambly. 
That there were then at St. John's about one hundred In- 
dians, and that there was a considerable body with Colonel 
Johnson. That the fortifications were complete and strong, 
and plentifully furnished with cannon. That the vessel 
was launched, and had one mast in, and the other ready- 
to raise. That she would be ready to sail in three or four 
days, and is to carry sixteen guns. That he does not 
believe that our Army will be joined by one Canadian. 
That they wish to be neuter on the occasion ; but if we 
should penetrate into Canada, it would not displease them, 
provided their persons and properties were safe, and we 
paid them in gold and silver for what we had. That, iu 
the situation we were in, he judged it would be imprudent 
to attack St. John's, and advised us to send some parties 
amongst the inhabitants, and the remainder of the Army 
to retire to the Isle-aux-Noix, from whence we might have 
an intercourse with La Prairie. .He told me that in the 
afternoon's engagement five Indians were killed and four 
badly wounded, besides several others, the .^condition of 
whose wounds he did not know, and Captain Tyce, of 
Johnstown, who was wounded in the belly." 

On the 7th, in the morning, having been undisturbed 
through the night, excepting by a few shells, Which did no 
other damage than slightly wounding Lieutenant Mills, I 
called a council of war of all the Field-Officers present, 
to whom I communicated the information I had received, 
and enclose a copy of their opinion, No. 2 ; which being 
perfectly consonant to my own, I immediately ordered the 
Troops to embark, and we retired. 

On my return to Isle-aux-Noix, I immediately began to 
fortify the place, and to throw a boom across the channel, 
until my artillery should come up. On the 9th, I received 
a letter from Canada, without signature, but which I knew 
to be written by Mr. James Livingston, (copy enclosed 
No. 3.) As I had through other channels a corroboration 
of the intelligence contained in the former part of his let- 
ter, I resolved, as I had not yet my artillery, to detach five 
hundred men into Canada, and gave orders on the 9th 
for their embarkation on the 10th, with an additional num- 
ber of about three hundred, to cover their Janding and 
bring back the boats. Copy of my instructions to the 
commanding officer enclosed, No. 4. 

For the event of this intended expedition, seethe paper 
No. 5, which was drawn and delivered me by one of the 
party, and from what I can learn is just this. This body 
returned on Monday, the 11th. On Tuesday, the 12th, 
I found I had upwards of six hundred sick ; Waterbury's 
Regiment being reduced to less than five hundred. Gen- 
eral Montgomery (for I was too ill to leave my bed) per- 
ceived, however, with pleasure, that the men were unable 
to. bear the reproach of their late unbecoming behaviour, 
and taking advantage of this happy return to a sense of 
their duty, on the 13th, I issued the orders contained in the 
paper No. 6. The 14th proved rainy, and retarded the 
embarkation of the cannon. On this day Colonel Allen 
arrived, and made the report, No. 7, and I found myself so 
much better that I had hopes of moving with the Army; 
but by ten at night my disorder reattacked me with double 
violence, and every fair prospect of a speedy recovery 
vanished. Great part of the 15th rainy; the embarkation 
much retarded by it. On {he same day I received the 
letter of which No. 8 is a copy. On the 16th I was 
put into a covered boat, and left Isle-aux-Noix ; and as it 
rained part of the day, I do not suppose that General 
Montgomery could move until the 17th, which proved fair. 

The mode of the intended attack on St. John's, Sic., as 
judged best both by General Montgomery and myself, was 
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as follows : to land as near the fort as we did the first time 
we went down ; the two row-galleys, carrying a twelve- 
pounder each, and well manned. The sloop and schooner, 
and ten batteaus, with picked men, to lie in the river, 
ready to attack the enemy's schooner, which is complete 
and carries sixteen guns, in case she should attempt to 
destroy our boats or get to the southward of them, and 
thereby effectually cut off all communication between this 
place and the Army. After this naval arrangement, which 
will take three hundred and fifty men, five hundred men to 
be sent, as a corps of observation, to intercept any succours 
between St. John's and Chambly, and to keep as near the 
former as possible ; two hundred men at the proposed 
landing, to cover the boats and secure a retreat for the men 
in the vessels and boats, should the enemy's vessel be too 
many for them ; the remainder of the Army to invest the 
place, make the approaches, and erect the batteries. 

You will perceive, by No. 5, that some of the enemy's 
boats fired on our people. Captain Douglass, who com- 
mands one of our aimed boats, pointed and fired a twelve- 
pounder, loaded with balls and grape-shot, at them, and we 
have accounts that about thirty of the unfriendly Cana- 
dians were killed or drowned. In the first engagement, on 
the 7th, we killed them six Indians, two Caughnawagas, 
as many Moha_wks, {Daniel, and William a bastard son of 
Sir William Johnson's,) one Canassadaga, and one Huron; 
and we are informed by a Canassadaga and Huron whom 
I left at Isle-aux-Noix, that not an Indian remained at St. 
John's, and which I believe to be true. Four Deputies, 
who were sent by the Six Nations, and left Isle-aux-Noix 
on the 10th, to request the Canadian Indians to remain 
neuter, were not returned when I left Isle-aux-Noix. I 
have taken the liberty to desire General Montgomery to 
make a present, in the name of the Congress, to the Cana- 
dian Indians, if he should think it necessary. 

Since the affair of the 10th, the Army at lsle-aux-Noix, 
which ..then consisted of thirteen hundred and ninety-four 
effectives, all ranks included, has been re-enforced by Cap- 
tain Livingston's Company of New-Yorkers, nearly com- 
plete ; on the 16th by Colonel Warner, whom I met an 
hour aftermy departure, with one hundred and seventy 
Green Moiiniuin U>oys, being the first that have appeared 
of that boasted_ corps. He left this with about fifty more, 
but they mutinied, and the remainder are at Crown Point. 
Captain Allen's Company, of the same corps, arrived here 
last night, every man of which was raised in Connecticut. 
About one hundred men of Colonel Bedell's, from New- 
Hampshire, (this corps was to have been up a fortnight 
before, the remainder, one hundred and fifty of that body, 
were yet to come,) joined the 16th at night; and I sup- 
pose the Artillery Company, under Captain Lamb, will join 
them to-day. These last w 7 ere indispensably necessary, 
as we had none that knew any thing of the matter: so 
that the whole re-enforcement consists of about four hun- 
dred. Yesterday I sent off sixty of Easton's, and one 
hundred and forty more are just embarking. This is the 
whole of that corps. About one hundred and twenty-five 
of the First New- Fork Battalion will embark early to-mor- 
row, together with the Company of Green Mountain Boys, 
consisting of about seventy. Two hundred and sixty of 
the Third New- York Battalion remain here, which I 
will forward on as soon as I can procure craft, which is 
building slowly, as most of the carpenters are gone home 
sick. 

Your Excellency's letter of the 8th instant, I received 
yesterday. I am happy to learn that the Troops under 
the command of Colonel Arnold were to march so soon. 
I hope our people will commit no depredations in Canada. 
All possible care will be taken of it ; but yet I have many 
fears on that score, as they stole thirty-two sheep at Isle- 
aux-Noix, contrary to the most pointed orders. 

Be assured, Sir, that I shall not fail of giving you the 



I am indebted to General Lee and Colonel Reed for a 
letter, but I am too feeble to write. Be pleased to assure 
them of my respect, and be so good as to make my com- 
pliments acceptable to all the gentlemen of your suit. 

I am, my dear Sir, your Excellency's most obedient 
humble servant, 



Philip Schuyler. 



His Excellency General Washington. 



COLONEL ETHAN ALLEN* TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

St. Tuors, September 20, 1775. 

Excellent Sir : I am now in the Parish of St. Tuors, 
four leagues from Sorel, to the south ; have two hundred 
and fifty Canadians under arms ; as I march, they gather 
fast. There are the objects of taking the vessels in Sorel, 
and General Carleton ; these objects I pass by, to assist the 
Army besieging St. John's. If this place be taken, the 
country is ours; if we miscarry in this, all other achieve- 
ments will profit but little. I am fearful our Army may 
be too sickly, and that the siege may be hard ; therefore, 
choose to assist in conquering St. John's, which of conse- 
quence conquers the whole. You may rely on it that I 
shall join you in about three days, with five hundred or 
more Canadian volunteers. I could raise one or two 
thousand in a week's time, but will first visit the Army with 
a less number, and if necessary will go again recruiting. 
Those that used to be enemies to our cause come cap in 
hand to me ; and I swear by the Lord I can raise three 
times the number of our Army in Canada, provided you 
continue the siege ; all depends on that. It is the advice 
of the officers with me, that I speedily repair to the Army. 
God grant you wisdom, fortitude, and every accomplish- 
ment of a victorious General ; the eyes of all America, 
nay, of Europe, are or will be on the economy of this 
Army, and the consequences attending it. 

I am your most obedient humble servant, 

Ethan Allen. 

P. S. 1 have purchased six hogsheads of rum, and sent 
a Sergeant with a small party to deliver it at Head-Quar- 
ters ; Mr. Livingston and others under him will provide 
what fresh beef you need ; as to bread and flour, I am for- 
warding what I can. You may rely on my utmost atten- 
tion to this object, as well as raising auxiliaries. I know 
the ground is swampy, and bad for raising batteries, but 
pray let no object of obstruction be insurmountable. The 
glory of a victory which will be attended with such im- 
portant consequences, will crown all our fatigues, risks, 
and labours; to fail of victory will be an eternal disgrace, 
but to obtain it will elevate us on the wings of fame. 

Yours, &tc, Etha n Allen. 



HENRY LAURENS, PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY, 
TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON. 

Charlestown, September 21, 1775. 

Sir : We refer to our last, dated the 15th, by your mes- 
senger from Ninety-Six, which we hope has reached you ; 
and that you are now on your way to meet those Indians, 
who, led by Captain Pearls, came from the Cherokees at 
your command, and who have, in the utmost anxiety and 
impatience, been many days waiting for you. 

We have several copies of intercepted letters from the 
Superintendent at St. Augustine, to his agents in the Na- 
tion ; they look so much like design to amuse us, that we 
hold it unnecessary to trouble you with them ; but, since you 
have entered upon that branch, a caution against every 
stratagem may not be unnecessary. Pearis applies for a 
commission to iheGoodWarriour ; if one is granted, it must 
be special : and you will be the best judge of the necessary 
we have therefore referred him to 



terms; we nave mereiore reierrea mm to you 

Colonel Wofford has likewise applied for commissions, 
most early intelligence of every occurrence worthy your in order to erect a whole Regiment in the Colony's ser- 
n >, a „t\™ y j cej f rom Fletchall's District. For that purpose we send 



attention 

I find myself much better, as the fever has left me, and 
hope soon to return where I ought and wish to be, unless 
a barbarous relapse should dash this cup of hope from my 
lips. The number of sick is incredible, and I have very little 
assistance to afford them. I wish I could make you a 
return of the Army under my command, but I cannot get 
one. A great deal of foul play is carrying on. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 48 



you thirty-four, signed by us, and blanks left for you to fill 
up. You will keep a copy of the names of officers, &c, 
as formerly directed. _ ,,.^_. „.. 

We are called together by an alarming amount", which 
threatens the destruction of this Town by tjiiee frigates 
and a bomb ketch ; we hope it may prove a groundless 
report, but it becomes us to act instantly, as if it was_r||L 
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We shall be glad to heat that you have established peace 
and quietness on our backs, and of your outset for Charles- 
town, as soon as possible after, as you please. 
By order of the Council : 

Henky Laurens, President. 

The Honourable William Henry Drayton, Esq., Head- 
Quarters, Ninety-Six. 

WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON TO ROBERT CUNNINGHAM. 

Ninety-Six, September 21, 1775. 

Sir : My only intention in coming into the Country was 
to promote peace, and to ascertain whether there were any 
people possessed of a disposition to run counter to and to 
oppose the efforts of America, and to lift their arms against 
their Country, their old acquaintances, and their friends 
and relations, in order to assist British Troops, if any 
should arrive here. It was therefore with the highest plea- 
sure that on the 16th inst., I, together with Colonel Fletchall 
and other gentlemen, signed an instrument of writing, fully 
clearing up all the particulars abovementioned. As I 
cherish the best opinion of the honour of Colonel Fletchall 
and the gentlemen who signed after him, so I persuade 
myself they will do all in their power to execute what 
they have contracted, as I shall do on my part. But it 
was with concern that I have heard that you do not hold 
yourself as included in the above instrument of writing, 
and that you will not be bound by it. I am sincerely 
inclined to believe that these are not your sentiments. I do 
most heartily wish that it will turn out the information is 
erroneous. I therefore, Sir, entreat that you will as soon 
as may be favour me with an answer to this letter, assur- 
ing me that you hold yourself as included in the above 
instrument of writing. Such a conduct in you would give 
me particular pleasure. But that I may be under no 
mistake, I am sorry to be under a necessity of saying, that 
unless I shall be favoured by you as above, common sense 
will dictate to me that you do not hold yourself as included 
in the above instrument of writing. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

William Henry Drayton. 
To Robert Cunningham, Esq. 

P. S. Mr. James Williams will convey to me any letter 
you may think proper to favour me with. 

CAPT, ROBERT CUNNINGHAM TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON. 

Page's Creek, October 6, 1775. 

Sir : This day I received your letter, dated the 21st of 
last month, desiring to know whether I considered myself 
as bound by the peace you made with Colonel Fletchall 
and the other gentlemen from our camp. I think, Sir, at 
this time the question is rather unfair; however, as it 
always was my determination not to deceive either party, 
I must confess I do not hold with that -peace. At the same 
time, as fond of peace as any man ; but upon honourable 
terms. But, according to my principles, that peace is 
false and disgraceful, from beginning to ending. It appears 
to me, Sir, you had all the bargain-making to yourself; 
and if that was the case, I expected you would have acted' 
with more honour than taking the advantage of men (as I 
believe) half scared out of their senses,°at the sight of 
liberty caps and sound of cannon, as seeing and hearing 
has generally more influence on some men than reason. ° 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Robert Cunningham. 
The Honourable William Henry Drayton, Esq., per Mr. 

James Williams. 

BRITISH FLEET AT NORFOLK. 

Williameburgh, September 21, 1775. 
Mr. Pinkney: We are highly pleased with the conduct 
of the people of South- Carolina, who have taken the Troops 
destined for Virginia from St. Augustine, and think our- 
selves the more obliged to those brave Carolinians, as those_ 
Troops were to have been a re-enforcement to the sixty 
men who have been so very formidable to the Towns of 
Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Gosport. What might have 
been the consequence, had they arrived ! But to be serious : 
How long will the inhabitants of those Towns suffer them- 



selves to be so shamefully insulted by Lord Dunmore, and 
the Captains of the men-of-war ? To what is it owing that 
their Committees have so unaccountably acquitted some late 
extraordinary delinquents? Is it to a want of zeal in the 
glorious cause, or of spirit to prosecute it ? But we trust 
that the people of Norfolk will remove our doubts and 
jealousies, and wipe off every stain on their characters, by 
making a proper use of the golden opportunity Heaven has 
now afforded them. To do this, nothing is requisite but 
a little spirit, with some address and ingenuity in the appli- 
cation of it. A number of small vessels may be easily fit- 
ted out as fire-ships, and may be used with almost certainty 
of success, and without the least risk of lives on our part. 
Nor can the most loyal of His Majesty's subjects condemn 
this measure, since it is but a proper chastisement of the 
most despicable tools of his greatest enemies; nor can 
humanity forbid it, because it is dictated by some of its first 
feelings — an honest indignation and the love of our Coun- 
try — and is enjoined by the first law of nature. 

When King, Lords, and Commons, have combined to 
enslave us ; when a corrupt and abandoned Parliament 
have voted their lives and fortunes at the service of a per- 
fidious, cruel, and bloody Administration, in the execution 
of their wicked plan: when, in consequence of this, fleets 
and armies are sent against us, which have pillaged our 
coasts, bombarded our Towns, and but for the glorious 
intrepidity of our countrymen, under the particular favour 
and protection of the Almighty, would have spread desola- 
tion throughout our land ; when we consider the damnable 
plot that has been laid against us, of stirring up the Cana- 
dians and Indians to attack us on our frontiers, and our 
slaves and lories within the body of our Country, whilst 
their fleets were to lay waste our coasts; and when we have 
seen this plan recommended in a pamphlet written by an 
accursed pensioner, Dr. Johnson, by the order of the Minis- 
ter, and under the particular patronage of the King; when 
we consider these things, who can hesitate a moment to 
declare that we ought to do all in our power to be revenged 
on such an Administration, and to hurl down destruction on 
all the infernal tools ? Let not our countrymen think that 
Captain Macartney deserves more indulgence than Cap- 
tain Squire or Lord Dunmore. He, like Captain Mon- 
tague, has taken upon himself to interfere with the civil 
power; has impudently supposed that his presence could 
awe a Committee, and protect a culprit; and has wickedly 
threatened to fire on a defenceless Town. But let Captain 
Macartney know, that whenever he lands in Virginia, 
he is amenable to the laws of Virginia, which may pun- 
ish him as a trespasser, rioter, or murderer, or as a rebel, 
if he should, like Lord Dunmore and Squire, attempt to 
raise an insurrection ; and we would have all those tools 
of Government to know, that whenever they return to 
England, we shall try the full force of the English laws 
against all such offences as they have or shall commit here. 
The American Governours shall severely answer for their 
conduct in the King's Bench, and Judges shall remember 
the fate of Epsom and Dudley. 



Williamsburgh, September 21, 1775. 
Mr. Pinkney: If you can, please to inform us why the 
Mercury man-of-war, which has so long been the terrour of 
Norfolk, and a refuge to our slaves, is not yet burnt, not- 
withstanding she has been ten days and upwards upon her 
broadside. We, Sir, who Jive at a distance, are at a loss 
how to account for the strange remissness of the inhabitants 
of Norfolk, in neglecting to seize the opportunity which 
Heaven lias kindly thrown in their way. Surely the interest 
of the Mayor, who, from his letters to Macartney, seems 
to prefer the friendship of that deceitful enemy to the 
welfare of the Town over which he presides, must have pre- 
vented the noble rage of the citizens from bursting forth 
in vengeance upon that accursed vessel, which they now 
have in their power to sacrifice, for the Captain's bloody 
threats to destroy their Town. We can by no means 
attribute the omission to a partiality in the inhabitants of 
Norfolk to the avowed enemies of our Country; nor can we 
suppose them so far destitute of courage as to be afraid to 
make the attempt. But let the cause be what it will, we 
do inform them, through the channel of your intelligence, 
that unless they immediately perform this act, so ardently 
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wished for by their countrymen, and so easily to be effect- 
ed, that Thousands are resolved to burn the devoted vessel, 
even if the consequence of it should be the total ruin of 
Norfolk. Thousands.* 

VIRGINIA COMMITTEE Or SAFETY. 

In Committee at Hanover- Town, the 21st of Septem- 
ber, 1775: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Commissary, or Contractor, appointed in each District, 
should provide for the Battalion thereof, under the said 
appointment, the several articles necessary for their en- 
campment and discipline, described by an Ordinance of 
Convention as follows, to wit: Tents of the same kind as 
directed for the Regulars, Kettles, Canteens, Drums, and 
Fifes ; a stand of Colours, with the following motto on one 
side : " Virginia for Constitutional Liberty ;" and on the 
other side the name of the District. 

John Pendleton, Jun., 
Clerk to the Committee of Safety. 

The Committee of Safety earnestly recommend it to the 
Committees of the several Counties, to lose no time in col- 
lecting and forwarding the publick Arms, according to the 
order of Convention ; and, also, to elect their Militia Offi- 
cers, where it is not done, and forward their certificates to 
this Committee, that commissions may be made out, and 
the Mifitia embodied as soon as possible. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Pendleton, Jun., Clerk. 



ALBANY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Albany Committee Chamber, September 21, 1775. 

Sir : We are favoured with yours of the 18th instant, 
enclosing a copy of one to the Convention, and a Resolve 
of the Committee of Safety. It gives us much pain to hear 
that any Albany skippers should behave so basely, (as the 
vessels are not arrived at this place.) It is the resolution 
of this Board, that abatteau, well manned, shall immediate- 
ly go in quest of them; that the vessels and cargo, if found 
in the river, be sent to head-quarters; and that Roff and 
Brooks be forthwith brought before this Committee, and a 
state of facts transmitted to the Convention, for their fur- 
ther determination. 

We are, Sir, your humble servants. By order: 



Mr. McKesson. 



John Barclay, Chairman. 



NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, September 21, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Be pleased by the first opportunity to 
favour us with a particular account of the number of men 
raised in our Colony, in pursuance of the orders of the Con- 
gress; when the several detachments marched, where they 
are at present, whether they are armed, and what steps 
were taken for that purpose. We also wish to know the 
progress made .in erecting the work in the Highlands, 
whether the materials are purchased, or what proportion, 
and when probably they may be completed. Inform us, 

* The printer is very sorry that the character of the Mayor of Nor. 
folk has become questionable. From intelligence, of the most indubita- 
ble authority, he can assure Thousands that the gentleman whom he 
thinks has not acted in a manner becoming the friend of America, has 
ever shown himself a stanch advocate for our liberties. With respect 
to Captain Macartney, we confess there was a time when his conduct 
did not appear in the most favourable light. We admit that his letters 
to Mr. Loyall contain something of the usual despotism of the King's 
officers. But yet there remains an apology for him, even in this case : 
Lord Dunmore, as we are informed, had severely reprimanded him for 
his pusillanimity, told him his conduct was highly blameable, in not 
being more rigorous against us, and that he was punishable for the same, 
agreeable to the., laws of a Court-Martial. This brave commander, 
however, replied, that measures repugnant to justice and humanity he 
was noLrequested by his master to support, and that his own disposi- 
tion held them in the utmost abhorrence. To this it was chiefly owing 
that he is superseded in his commission, and sent to Boston, in order to 
take his trial. 

As to the Mercury, notwithstanding she was aground for a consi- 
derable time, it was impossible, we hear, for the people of Norfolk to 
have destroyed her ; because the other vessels of war were continually 
guarding her, and therefore it would of course have been a very impru- 
dent step for them to have gone to extremities, as the destruction of 
Norfolk, in all probability, would have been the issue. 

We do not blame .Thousands for the spirit which is manifested 
throughout his piece ; we applaud his zeal. But it should ever be 
remembered, that resolution, without a proper degree of prudence, might 
tend to the overthrow of the greatest empire upon earth. — Va. Gaz. 



also, of the exact quantity of powder our Colony has, at 
their own expense, forwarded to either Army, that it may 
be replaced out of the Continental stock, as soon as it can 
be afforded. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 
P. Livingston, R. R. Livingston, Jr., 
James Duane, William Floyd, 
John Alsop, Francis Lewis. 
John Jay, 

Committee of Safety of New- York. 

P. S. Acquaint us likewise of the prices you gave for 
the different sorts of cloth for tents, and the making. 



To the Committee of Safety for the Province of New- 
York. 

The Petition of the Officers belonging to the Battalions 
commanded by the Colonels Lasher and Hyer, the 
Officers belonging to the Companies of Artillery, 
Light-Horse, and Hussars, and. of sundry Officers 
belonging to the different Beats in the City o/Wew- 
York, sheweth : 

That, in the present critical situation of the publick 
affairs of the Colonies and Mother Country, they conceive 
it to be a matter of the utmost consequence to the liberties 
of America, that every member of the community capable 
of bearing arms should acquaint himself with military dis- 
cipline, in order, if possible, to avert the distresses which 
are now hanging over them ; and being convinced that the 
safety of a nation may be longer preserved by every citizen 
being a soldier, than by particular persons solicited for that 
purpose, they cannot but view with great concern the late 
regulation of the Provincial Congress, respecting the times 
of meeting for the several Beats in this City, which they 
humbly conceive are too far distant from each other to an- 
swer the design the Congress had in view. They therefore 
would beg leave to propose, and to solicit your attention 
thereto, that the times of meeting for the several Beats in 
this City and County should be at least once a week, for 
three months ensuing ; that a field day for each Battalion 
composed of the different Beats should be at least once a 
month, which they are humbly of opinion would effectually 
answer the intention of their being embodied ; otherwise, 
they fear it will in a great measure be defeated; all of which 
your Petitioners, with deference, submit to your judgment. 

John Lasher, Cornelius J. Bogart, Jeremiah Allen, 

Andrew Stockholm, D. Dickson, Jr., Thomas Beekman, 

Sebastian Banman, Van Zandt, Thomas Beekman, 

Samuel Tuder, Gerard T. Beekman, Thomas Tucker, 

James Alner, Henry Tiebout, Nicholas H. Bogart, 

H. U. Livingston, Oliver Mildebarger, Henry Remsen, 

William Leonard, Abraham P. Lott, Thomas W. Moore, 

A. A. Van Wyck, John Leary, Jr., John Ebert, 

John J. Roosevelt, Francis Lewis, Jr., Daniel Campbell, 

A. Van Dyck, Benjamin Seixas, Charles Deineee, 

J. Seagrove, Ephraim Brasher, Henry Mitchell, 

James Byers, W. VV. Gilbert, W. Kettletas, 

John Davar, John Berrien, Peter Stoutenbcrgh, 

James Van Zandt, Andrew Lott, Peter Berton, 

Charles Dickinson, Peter Gum, Jr., Daniel McCormick, 

John Johnson, John Anthony, Garret Abecl, 

John Bancker, John Harback, W. De Peyster, Jr., 

James Moore, George Yeamans, John Aites, 

A. B, Bancker, Alexander Misier, Benjamin James, 

John Young, G. Duyckinck, Jr., Conradt W. Ham, 

Peter Kettlotas, Jr., John Wiley, Richard Dcane. 

New-York, September 21, 1775. 



committee of charlotte county (new-york) to pro- 
vincial CONGRESS. 
Charlotte County, Dorset, September 21, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Having received the resolves relating to 
the rules and orders for regulating the Militia in this Colo- 
ny, we thought proper to carry them into execution with 
all convenient speed, and ordered a meeting of the County 
Committee immediately. 

There being a contention of part of this County in regard 
to title of land, (the New- Hampshire Grants,) and it was 
thought proper by the Committees on the Grants to divide 
the County in two parts, as they do not ch oose , to join the 
other part of the County; which was agreeH toT>y~tFie other 
Committee. And each part of the County to form one 
Regiment, and recommend their Field-Officers to you, de- 
siring you will remit their commissions with all convenient 
speed, so that the Regiment may be formed as soon as 
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possible, in case any incursions may be made from Canada, 
as we are much exposed to that country. 

The following gentlemen we recommend for commissions, 
they being friends to the present cause, and have signed the 
General Association : Dr. John Williams, Colonel ; Plait 
Smith, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel; Messrs. Nathan Hawley 
and Hamilton McColister, Majors; Mr. John Jones, Adju- 
tant ; Mr. Seih Sherwood, Quartermaster. Likewise, the 
names of the inferiour Officers in each District : 

District of White Cheek: Ebenezer Cto'fr, Esq., 
Captain ; Charles Hutchinson, First Lieutenant ; Edward 
Savage, Second Lieutenant; and Daniel McClary, Ensign. 

Argyle : Alexander Campbell, Captain ; Samuel Pain, 
First Lieutenant ; Peter Gilchrist, Second Lieutenant ; 
and John McDougall, Ensign. 

Kingsbury District: Asa Richardson, Captain; Adiel 
Sherwood, First Lieutenant; Nehemiah Sealey, Second 
Lieutenant; and Samuel Harris, Ensign. 

Scheensburgh District : Jeremiah Burroughs, Cap- 
tain ; Levi Stockwell, First Lieutenant ; Elisha Toiisea, 
Second Lieutenant; and Silas Granger, Ensign. 

Black Cheek District: Alexander Webster, Captain ; 
John Hamilton, First Lieutenant ; George McKnight, 
Second Lieutenant; and Samuel Crossett, Ensign. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

Seth Sherwood, Chairman. 
To the Honourable Members of the Provincial Congress. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, September 21, 1775. 

Sir : It gives me real concern to observe, by yours of 
the 15th instant, that you should think it necessary to dis- 
tinguish between my personal and publick character, and 
confine your esteem to the former. Upon a reperusal of 
mine of the 8th instant, I cannot think it bears the con- 
struction you have put upon it; and unless that construction 
was the most obvious, I should have hoped that the re- 
spect I really have for you, and which I flattered myself 
I had manifested you, would have been the most favoura- 
blei In the disposition of the Continental Troops, I have 
long been sensible that it would be impossible to please, 
not individuals merely, but particular Provinces, whose 
partial necessities would occasionally call for assistance. I 
therefore thought myself happy (hat the Congress had settled 
the point, and apprehended I should stand excused to all 
for acting in the line which not only appeared to me to be 
that of policy and propriety, but of express and positive 
duty. If to the other fatigues and cares of my station, that 
is to be added of giving reasons for all orders, and explain- 
ing the grounds and principles on which they are formed, 
my personal trouble would perhaps be of the least concern. 
The publick would be most affected. You may be assured, 
Sir, nothing was intended that might be construed into dis- 
respect, and, at so interesting a period, nothing less ought 
to disturb the harmony so necessary for the happy success 
of our publick operations. 

The omission of acknowledging in precise terms the 
receipt of your favour of the 5th instant was purely acci- 
dental. The subject was not so new to me as to require long 
consideration. 1 bad had occasion fully to deliberate upon 
it, in consequence of applications for Troops from Cape- 
Ann, Machias, New-Hampshire, and hong-Island, where 
the same necessity was as strongly pleaded ; and in the 
two last instances the most peremptory orders were neces- 
sary, to prevent the Troops from being detained. I fore- 
saw the same difficulty here. I am by no means insensible 
to the situation of the people on the coast. I wish I could 
extend protection to all, but the numerous detachments 
necessary to remedy the evil would amount to a dissolution 
of the Army, or make the most important operations of the 
campaign depend upon the piratical expeditions of two or 
three men-of-wjtr and transports. 

The spirit and zeal of the Colony of Connecticut are un- 
questionable ; and whatever may be the hostile intentions 
of the men of war, I hope their utmost efforts can do little 
more than alarm the coast. 

I am, with great esteem and regard for both your per- 
sonal and publick character, Sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, George Washington. 

To Governour Trumbull. ** 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read September 23, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, September 21, 1775. 

Sir : I have been in daily expectation of being favoured 
with the commands of the honourable Congress, on the 
subjects of my two last letters. The season now advances 
so fast that 1 cannot any longer defer laying before them 
such further measures as require their immediate attention, 
and in which I wait their direction. 

The mode in which the present Army has been collected 
has occasioned some difficulty in procuring the subscription 
of both officers and soldiers to the Continental Articles of 
AVar. Their principal objection has been that it might sub- 
ject them to a longer service than that for which they en- 
gaged under their several Provincial establishments. It is 
in vain to attempt to reason away the prejudices of a whole 
army, often instilled, and, in this instance at least, encou- 
raged by their officers, from private and narrow views. I 
have therefore forbore pressing ihem, as I did not experience 
any such inconvenience from their adherence to their former 
rules as would warrant the risk of entering into a contest 
upon it, more especially as the restraints necessary for the 
establishment of essential discipline and subordination indis- 
posed their minds to every change, and made it both duty 
and policy to introduce as little novelty as possible. With 
the present Army, 1 fear such a subscription is impracticable. 
But the difficulty will cease with this Army. The Connec- 
ticut and Rhode-Island Troops stand engaged to the first of 
December only , and none longer than to the first of January. 
A dissolution of the present Army therefore will take place, 
unless some early provision is made against such an event. 
Most of the General Officers are of opinion the greater 
part of them may be re-enlisted for the winter, or "another 
campaign, with the indulgence of a furlough to visit their 
friends, which may be regulated so as not to endanger the 
service. How far it may be proper to form the new Army 
entirely out of the old, for another campaign, rather than 
from the contingents of the several Provinces, is a question 
which involves in it too many considerations of policy and 
prudence for me to undertake to decide, It appears to be 
impossible to draw it from any other source than the old 
Army, for this winter; and as the pay is ample, I hope a 
sufficient number will engage in the service for that .time at 
least ; but there are various opinions of the temper of the 
men on the subject, and there may be great hazard in de- 
ferring the trial too long. 

In the Continental establishment, no provision has been 
made for the pay of artificers, distinct from that of the com- 
mon soldiers ; whereas under the Provincial, such as found 
their own tools were allowed one shilling per diem advance, 
and particular artisans more. The pay of the Artillery 
also now differs from that of the Province — the men have 
less, the officers more ; and for some ranks no provision is 
made, as the Congress will please to observe, by the list 
which I have the honour to enclose, No. 1. These par- 
ticulars, though seemingly inconsiderable, are the source 
of much complaint and dissatisfaction, "which I endeavour 
to compose in the best manner I am able. 

By the returns of the Rifle Companies and that Batta- 
lion, they appear to exceed their establishment very con- 
siderably. 1 doubt my authority to pay these extra men, 
without the direction of the Congress; but it would be 
deemed a great hardship wholly to refuse them, as they have 
been encouraged to come. The necessities of the Troops 
having required pay, I directed that those of the Massa- 
chusetts should receive for one month, upon their being 
mustered and returning a proper roll ; but a claim was 
immediately made for pay by lunar months, and several 
Regiments have declined taking up their warrants on this 
account. As this practice was entirely new to me, though 
said to be warranted by former usage, here the matter now 
waits the determination of the honourable Congress. I find 
in Connecticut and Rhode-Island this point was settled by 
calendar months ; in Massachusetts, though mentioned in 
the Congress, it was left undetermined, which is also the 
case of New- Hampshire. 

The enclosure, No. 2, is a petition from the subalterns, 
respecting their pay. Where there are only two of these 
in a Company, I have considered one as an Ensign, and 
ordered him pay as such, as in the Connecticut Forces. I 
must beg leave to recommend this petition to the favour of 
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the Congress, as I am of opinion the allowance is inade- 
quate to their rank and service, and is one great source of 
that familiarity between the officers and men, which is so 
incompatible with subordination and discipline. Many valu- 
able officers of those ranks, finding themselves unable to 
support the character and appearance of officers, I am in - 
formed, will retire as soon as the term of service is expired, 
if there is no alteration. 

For the better regulation of duty, I found it necessary 
to settle the rank of the officers, and to number the Regi- 
ments ; and as I had not received the commands of the Con- 
gress on the subject, and the exigence of the service forbade 
any farther delay, the General Officers were considered as 
having no Regiments — an alteration which I understand is 
not pleasing to some of them, but appeared to me and 
others to be proper, when it was considered that by this 
means the whole Army is put upon one fooling, and all 
particular attachments dissolved. 

Among many other considerations which the approach 
of winter will demand, that of clothing appears to be one 
of the most important; so far as regards the preservation 
of the Army from cold, they may be deemed in a state of 
nakedness. Many of the men have been without blankets 
the whole campaign ; and those which have been in use 
during the summer are so much worn as to be of little 
service. In order to make a suitable provision in these 
articles, and at the same time to guard the publick against 
imposition and expense, it seems necessary to determine the 
mode of continuing the Army; for should these Troops be 
clothed under their present engagement, and, at the expi- 
ration of the term of service, decline renewing it, a set of 
unprovided men may be sent to supply their places. I can- 
not suppose it to be unknown to the honourable Congress 
that in all armies it is an established practice to make an 
allowance to officers of provisions and forage proportionate 
to their rank. As such an allowance formed no part of the 
Continental establishment, I have hitherto forbore to issue 
the orders for that purpose ; but as it is a received opinion 
of such members of the Congress as I have had an oppor- 
tunity of consulting, as well as throughout the Army, that 
it must be deemed a matter of course, and implied in the 
establishment of the Army, I have directed the following 
proportion of rations, being the same as allowed in the Ame- 
rican Armies last war: Major-General, fifteen ; Brigadier- 
General, twelve ; Colonel, six; Lieutenant-Colonel, five ; 
Major, four; Captain, three; Subaltern, two; Staff, two. 
If these should not be approved by the honourable Con- 
gress, they will please to signify their pleasure as to the 
alterations they would have made in the whole or in part. 

I am now to inform the honourable Congress that, en- 
couraged by the repeated declarations of the Canadians and 
Indians, and urged by their requests, I have detached Col. 
Arnold, with one thousand men, to penetrate into Canada 
by way of Kennebeck River, and, if possible, to make him- 
self master of Quebeck. By this manoeuvre I proposed 
either to divert Carleton from St. John's, which would leave 
a free passage to General Schuyler, or, if this did not take 
effect, Quebeck, in its present defenceless state, must fall 
into his hands an easy prey. I made all possible inquiry as 
to the distance, the safety of the route, and the danger of 
the season being too far advanced, but found nothing in 
either to deter me from proceeding, more especially as it 
met with very general approbation from all whom I con- 
sulted upon it. But that nothing might be omitted to enable 
me to judge of its propriety and probable consequences, I 
communicated it, by express, to General Schuyler, who ap- 
proved of it in such terms that I resolved to put it in imme- 
diate execution. They have now left this place seven days, 
and, if favoured with a good wind, I hope soon to hear of 
their being safe in Kennebeck River. For the satisfaction of 
the Congress, I here enclose a copy of the proposed route, 
No. 3. I also do myself the honour of enclosing a mani- 
festo, which I caused to be printed here, and of which Col. 
Arnold has taken a suitable number with him ; tin's is the 
enclosure, No. 4. I have also forwarded a copy of his in- 
structions, No. 5 ; from all which I hope the Congress will 
have a clear view of the motives, plan, and intended exe- 
cution of this enterprise, and that I shall be so happy as to 
meet with their approbation in it. 

I was the more induced to make this detachment, as it is 
my clear opinion, from a careful observation of the move- 



ments of the enemy, corroborated by all the intelligence we 
receive by deserters and others, (of the former of whom we 
have some every day,) that the enemy have no intention to 
come out until they are re-enforced. They have been 
wholly employed, for some time past, in procuring materials 
for barracks, fuel, and making other preparations for winter. 
These circumstances, with the constant additions to their 
works, which are apparently defensive, have led to the 
above conclusion, and enabled me to spare this body of 
men, where I hope they will bo usefully and successfully 
employed. 

The state of inactivity in which this Army has lain for 
some time by no means corresponds with my wishes, by 
some decisive stroke, to relieve my Country from the heavy 
expense its subsistence must create.. After frequently re- 
connoitring the situation of the enemy in the Town of 
Boston, collecting all possible intelligence, and digesting 
the whole, a surprise did not appear to me wholly imprac- 
ticable, though hazardous. I communicated it to the Gen- 
eral Officers some days before J called them to a council, 
that they might be prepared with their opinions ; the result 
I have the honour of sending, in the enclosure, No. 6. I 
cannot say that I have wholly laid it aside ; but new events 
may occasion now measures. Of this [ hope the honourable 
Congress can need no assurance, that there is not a man 
in America who more earnestly wishes such a termination 
of the campaign as to make the Army no longer neces- 
sary. 

The season advances so fast that 1 have given orders to 
prepare barracks and other accommodations for the winter. 
The great scarcity of tow cloth in this Country, I fear, will 
totally disappoint us in our expectations of procuring hunt- 
ing shirts. Governour Cooke informs me few or none are 
to be had in Rhode-Island, and Governour Trumbull gives 
me little encouragement to expect many from Connecticut. 

I have filled up the office of Quartermaster-General, which 
the Congress was pleased to leave to tne, by the appoint- 
ment of Major Mifflin, which I hope and believe will be 
universally # accep!able. 

It gives me great pain to be obliged to solicit the atten- 
tion of the honourable Congress to the state of this Army, 
in terms which imply the slightest apprehension of.being 
neglected. But my situation is inexpressibly distressing, to 
see the winter fast approaching upon a naked Army; the 
time of their service within a few weeks of expiring, and 
no provision yet made for such important events ; added to 
these, the military chest is totally exhausted ; the Pay- 
master has not a single dollar in hand. The Commis- 
sary-General assures me he has strained his credit, for the 
subsistence of the Army, to the utmost. The Quarter- 
master-General is precisely in the same situation ; and the 
greater part of the Troops are in a state not far from mu- 
tiny, upon the deduction from their stated allowance. I 
know not to whom I am to impute this failure ; but I am 
of opinion, if the evil is not immediately remedied, and 
more punctuality observed in future, the Army must abso- 
lutely break up. I hoped I had expressed myself so fully 
on this subject, both by letter and to those members ofdie 
Congress who honoured the camp with a visit, that no dis- 
appointment could possibly happen. I therefore hourly 
expected advice from the Paymaster that he had received 
a fresh supply, in addition to the one hundred and seventy- 
two thousand Dollars delivered him in August, and thought 
myself warranted to assure the publick creditors that in a 
few days they should be satisfied. But the delay has brought 
matters to such a crisis as admits of no farther uncertain 
expectation. I have therefore sent off this express, with 
orders to make all possible despatch. It is my most earnest 
request that he may be returned with all possible expedi- 
tion, unless the honourable Congress have already forwarded 
what is so indispensably necessary. 

I have the honour to be, with the most sincere respect 
and regard, Sir, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vant, George Washington. 

[No. 1.] 
In Provincial Congress, Watertown, May 12, 1775. 

Resolved, That the following establishment be made for 
ten Companies of Matrosses: Captain, six Pounds ten 
Shillings per month ; Captain-Lieutenant, five Pounds ten 
Shillings; First Lieutenant, four Pounds ten Shillings; 
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two Second Lieutenants, each, three Pounds twelve Shil- 
lings ; Sergeants, each, two Pounds ten Shillings ; Corpo- 
rals, each, two Pounds six Shillings ; six Bombardiers, each, 
two Pounds four Shillings and six Pence; six Gunners, each, 
two Pounds four Shillings!; thirty-two Matvosses, each, two 
Pounds three Shillings. 

For Chief Engineer, four Sub-Engineers, Commissary of 
Ordnance, Clerks, four Conductors, and Laboratory Men, 
no pay established. 

[No. 2.] 
To his Excellency George Washington, Esq., Command- 
er-in-Chief of the Continental Army, humbly sheweth: 
That your petitioners, Delegates from the several Regi- 
ments and Brigades mentioned, viz : Colonel Brewer's, 
Colonel Fellows 1 s, Colonel Cotton's, Colonel Larnard's, in 
General Thomas's Brigade; Colonel Walker's, from Gene- 
ral Spencer's; two Regiments in General Sullivan's; five 
Regiments in General Green's ; and six Regiments in Gene- 
ral Heath's ; one from Colonel Frye's. That soon after the 
unhappy commencement of hostilities between Great Bri- 
tain and the Colonies, we entered into the service of said 
Colonies, in the rank of Second Lieutenants ; this we did 
from a firm persuasion of the justice of our cause, and from 
a determination to risk our lives in its defence. We need 
not mention to your Excellency how disagreeable our cir- 
cumstances must be, when our pay, as established by the 
Continental Congress, is so small that it renders us wholly 
incapable of appearing in a manner suitable to our sta- 
tion, with barely three Pounds per month ; although many 
of our Colonies aforetime voted to officers of our rank 
the sum of three Pounds ten Shillings or four Pounds per 
month. We are under a necessity of conducting very much 
beneath the rank we sustain ; besides, many of us have fami- 
lies, who, deprived of our assistance at home, can receive 
no advantage from our present pay. Your Excellency is 
also sensible that our task of duty is in all respects equal 
to that of the First Lieutenants; therefore, we cannot con- 
ceive the reason of the disproportion in our pay. These, 
may it please your Excellency, are our grievances. We 
would entreat your Excellency's advice and assistance. We 
doubt not but your Excellency will do every thing in your 
v power to remove this difficulty. We love the service ; we 
glory in the cause, and are willing to spend our blood and 
treasure in its defence. We pray your Excellency's direc- 
tion in what manner we shall proceed ; and your petition- 
ers, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Signed for and by order of said Committee: 

John Smith, Ghrk. 

[No. 3.] 
Route to Quebeck, from Kennebeck. River. 
From the mouth of Kennebeck River to Quebeck, on a 
straight line, is two hundred and ten miles. The river is 
navigable for sloops about thirty -eight miles, and for flat-bot- 
tomed boats about twenty-two miles; then you meet Jaco- 
nickFalls, and from Jaconick Falls to jSorridgewock, as the 
river runs, thirty-one miles ; from thence to the first carrying 
place, about thirty miles; carrying place four miles, then a 
pond to cross, and another carrying place, about two miles 
to another pond ; then a carrying place about three or four 
miles to another pond ; then a carrying place to the west- 
ern branch of Kennebeck River, called the Dead River ; 
then up that river, as it runs, thirty miles, some small falls 
and short carrying places around them intervening ; then 
you come to the height of the land, and about six miles 
carrying place, into a branch which leads into Ammeguntick 
Pond, the head of Chaudiere River, which falls into the St. 
Laivrence River about four miles above Quebeck. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 20, 1775. 
To Colonel Benedict Arnold : 

-Sir: The bearer, Lieutenant Gray, will deliver you the 
manifestoes, which have been much longer delayed than we 
expected. You will, by him, send a particular account of 
your situation and prospects, and every other circumstance 
material. If this should not find you at Newbury, where 
we learn you have been much delayed, you will direct Mr. 
^Oswald to inform the bearer where he left the publick 
horse which he rode from hence when he went express to 



General Schuyler, and take the proper steps to procure 
him. 

Nothing new has occurred in the camp, nor have we any 
important intelligence from the Southward, or Europe, since 
you left us. 

Most heartily wishing you all expedition and success, I 
remain your most obedient and very humble servant, 

J. Reed. 

[No. 4.] 
By his Excellency George Washington, Esquire, Com- 
mander-in- Chief of the Army of the United Colonies 
of North-America. 
To the Inhabitants o/'Canada : 

Friends and Brethren : The unnatural contest be- 
tween the English Colonies and Great Britain has now 
risen to such a height, that arms alone must decide it. 
The Colonies, confiding in the justice of their cause and 
the purity of their intentions, have reluctantly appealed to 
that Being in whose hands are all human events. He ha3 
hitherto smiled upon their virtuous efforts. The hand of 
tyranny has been arrested in its ravages, and the Biiiish 
arms, which have shone with so much splendour in every 
part of the globe, are now tarnished with disgrace and 
disappointment. Generals of approved experience, who 
boasted of subduing this great Continent, find themselves 
circumscribed within the limits of a single City and its sub- 
urbs, suffering all the shame and distress of a siege, while 
the freeborn sons of America, animated by the genuine 
principles of liberty and love of their Country, with in- 
creasing union, firmness, and discipline, repel every attack, 
and despise every danger. Above all, we rejoice that our 
enemies have been deceived with regard to you ; they have 
persuaded themselves, they have even dared to say, that 
the Canadians were not capable of distinguishing between 
the blessings of liberty and the wretchedness of slavery ; 
that gratifying the vanity of a little circle of nobility 
would blind the eyes of the people of Canada ; by such 
artifices they hoped to bend you to their views, but they 
have been deceived ; instead of finding in you that poverty 
of soul and baseness of spirit, they see, with a chagrin 
equal to our joy, that you are enlightened, generous, and 
virtuous; that you will not renounce your own rights, or 
serve as instruments to deprive your fellow-subjects of 
theirs. 

Come, then, my brethren, unite with us in an indissolu- 
ble union ; let us run together to the same goal. We have 
taken up arms in defence of our liberty, our property, our 
wives, and our children ; we are determined to preserve 
them or die. We look forward with pleasure to that day, 
not far remote, we hope, when the inhabitants of America 
shall have one sentiment, and the full enjoyment of the 
blessings of a free Government. Incited by these motives, 
and encouraged by the advice of many friends of liberty 
among you, the grand American Congress have sent an 
Army into your Province, under the command of General 
Schuyler, not to plunder, but to protect you ; to animate 
and bring forth into action those sentiments of freedom you 
have disclosed, and which the tools of despotism would 
extinguish through the whole creation. To co-operate with 
this design, and to frustrate those cruel and perfidious 
schemes which would deluge our frontiers with the blood 
of women and children, I have detached Colonel Arnold 
into your Country, with a part of the Army under my 
command. I have enjoined upon him, and I am certain 
that he will consider himself, and act as in the Country of 
his patrons and best friends. Necessaries and accommo- 
dations of every kind which you may furnish he will 
thankfully receive, and render the full value. I invite you, 
therefore, as friends and brethren, to provide him with such 
supplies as your Country affords ; and I pledge myself not 
only for your safety and security, but for ample compensa- 
tion. Let no man desert his habitation. Let no one flee 
as before an enemy. The cause of America and of liberty 
is the cause of every virtuous American citizen, whatever 
may be his religion or his descent. The United Colonies 
know no distinction but such as slavery, corruption, and 
arbitrary domination, may create. Come, then, ye generous 
citizens, range yourselves under the standard of general 
liberty, against which all the force and artifice of tyranny 
will never be able to prevail. George Washington, 
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Camp at Cambridge, September 14, 1775. 

To Colonel Benedict Arnold, Commander of the De- 
tachment of the Continental Army destined against 
Quebeck: 

Sir : You are intrusted with a command of the utmost 
consequence to the interest and liberties of America; upon 
your conduct and courage, and that of the officers and sol- 
diers detached on this expedition, not only the success of 
the present enterprise, and your own honour, but the 
safety and welfare of the whole Continent, may depend. 
I charge you, therefore, and the officers and soldiers under 
your command, as you value your own safety and honour, 
and the favour and esteem of your Country, that you con- 
sider yourselves as marching, not through an enemy's 
Country, but that of our friends and brethren — for such 
the inhabitants of Canada and the Indian Nations have ap- 
proved themselves in this unhappy contest between Great 
Britain and America; that you check, by every motive of 
duty and fear of punishment, every attempt to plunder or 
insult any of the inhabitants of Canada. Should any 
American soldier be so base and infamous as to injure any 
Canadian or Indian, in his person or property, 1 do most 
earnestly enjoin you to bring him to such severe and exem- 
plary punishment as the enormity of the crime may require ; 
should it extend to dealh itself, it will not be dispropor- 
tioned to its guilt at such a time and in such a cause. 
But I hope and trust that the brave men who have volun- 
tarily engaged in this expedition will be governed by dif- 
ferent views; that order, discipline, and regularity of beha- 
viour, will be as conspicuous as their courage and valour. 
I also give it in charge to you to avoid all disrespect or 
contempt of the religion of the Country ; and if common 
prudence, policy, and a true Christian spirit, will lead us to 
look with compassion upon their errours, without insulting 
them, while we are contending for our own liberty, we 
should be very cautious of violating the rules of conscience 
in others, ever considering that God alone is the judge of 
the heart of man, and to him only in this case they are 
answerable. 

Upon the whole, Sir, I beg you to inculcate upon the 
officers and soldiers the necessity of preserving the strictest 
order during their march through Canada; to represent to 
them the shame, disgrace, and ruin, to themselves and 
Country, if they should, by their conduct, turn the heart 
of our brethren in Canada against us ; and, on the other 
hand, the honours and rewards which await them, if, by 
their prudence and good behaviour, they conciliate the 
affections of the Canadians and Indians to the great inte- 
rests of America, and convert those favourable dispositions 
they have shown into a lasting union and affection. 

Thus wishing you, and the officers and soldiers under 
your command, honour, safety, and success, I remain, Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 

[No. 5.] 

By His Excellency George Washington, Esquire, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army of the United Colonies 
of North-America. 

To Colonel Benedict Arnold : 

1. You are immediately on their march from Cambridge 
to take the command of the detachment from the Conti- 
nental Army against Quebeck, and use all possible expe- 
dition, as the winter season is now advancing, and the 
success of this enterprise (under God) depends wholly 
upon the spirit with which it is pushed, and the favourable 
disposition of the Canadians and Indians. 

2. When you come to Newburyport, you are to make 
all possible inquiry what men of war or cruisers there may 
be on the coast, to which this detachment may be exposed 
on their voyage to Kennebeck River; and if you shall find 
that there is danger of being intercepted, you are not to 
proceed by water, but by land, taking care on the one 
hand not to be diverted by light and vague reports, and 
on the other not to expose the Troops rashly to a danger 
which by many judicious persons has been deemed very 
considerable. 

3. You are by every means in yourpower to endeavour 
to discover the real sentiments of the Canadians towards 
our cause, and particularly as to this expedition ; ever 



bearing in mind that if they are averse to it, and will not 
co-operate, or at least willingly acquiesce, it must fail of 
success. In this case you are by no means to prosecute 
the attempt. The expense of the expedition and the disap- 
pointment are not to be put in competition with the dan- 
gerous consequences which may ensue from irritating them 
against us, and detaching them from that neutrality which 
they have adopted. 

4. In order to cherish those favourable sentiments to the 
American cause that they have manifested, you are as 
soon as you arrive in their Country to disperse a number 
of the addresses you will have with you, particularly in 
those parts where your route shall lie, and observe the 
strictest discipline and good order, by no means suffering 
any inhabitant to be abused, or in any manner injured, 
either in his person or property ; punishing with exemplary 
severity every person who shall transgress, and making 
ample compensation to the party injured. 

5. You are to endeavour, on the other hand, to conci- 
liate the affections of those people, and such Indians as 
you may meet with, by every means in your power; con- 
vincing them that we come at the request of many of their 
principal people, not as robbers, or to make war upon 
them, but as the friends and supporters of their liberties as 
well as ours ; and, to give efficacy to these sentiments, you 
must carefully inculcate upon the officers and soldiers 
under your command, that not only the good of their 
Country, and their honour, but their safety, depends upon 
the treatment of these people. 

6. Check every idea and crush in its earliest stage every 
attempt to plunder, even those who are known to be ene- 
mies to our cause ; it will create dreadful apprehensions in 
our friends, and when it is once begun, none can tell where 
it will stop. I therefore again most expressly order that it 
be discouraged and punished, in every instance, without 
distinction. 

7. Whatever King's stores you shall be so fortunate as 
to possess yourselves of are to be secured for the Conti- 
nental use, agreeable to the rules and regulations of war 
published by the honourable Congress. The officers and 
men may be assured that any extraordinary services per- 
formed by them will be suitably rewarded. 

S. Spare neither pains nor expense to gain all possible 
intelligence on your march, to prevent surprises and acci- 
dents of every kind ; and endeavour, if possible, to corres- 
pond with General Schuyler, so that you may act in concert 
■with him. This I think may be done by means of the 
St. Francois Indians. 

9. In case of a union with General Schuyler, or if he 
should be in Canada upon your arrival there, you are by 
no means to consider yourself as upon a separate and inde- 
pendent command, but are to put yourself under him, and 
follow his directions. Upon this occasion, and all others, I 
recommend most earnestly to avoid all contention about 
rank. In such a cause, every post is honourable in which 
a man can serve his Country. 

10. If Lord Chatham's son should be in Canada, and 
in any way fall in your power, you are enjoined to treat 
him with all possible deference and respect. You cannot err 
in paying too much honour to the son of so illustrious a 
character and so true a friend to America. Any other 
prisoners who may fall into your hands you will treat with 
as much humanity and kindness as may be consistent with 
your own safety and the publick interest. Be very parti- 
cular in restraining not only your own Troops but the In- 
dians from all acts of cruelty and insult which will disgrace 
the American arms, and irritate our fellow-subjects against 
us. 

11. You will be particularly careful to pay the full value 
for all provisions or other accommodations which the Ca~ 
nadians may provide for you on your march ; by no means 
press them or any of their cattle into your service, but 
amply compensate those who voluntarily assist you. For 
this purpose you are provided with a sum of money in 
specie, which you will use with as much frugality and 
economy as your necessities and good policy will admit, 
keeping as exact account as possible of your disburse- 
ments. 

12. You are by every opportunity to inform me of your 
progress, your prospect, and intelligence, and upon any im- 
portant occurrence to despatch an express. 
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13. As (he season is now far advanced, you are to make 
all possible despatch ; but if unforeseen difficulties should 
arise, or if the weather should become so severe as to 
render it hazardous to proceed, in your own judgment and 
that of your principal officers, whom you are to consult, in 
that case you are to return, giving me as early notice as 
possible, that 1 may give you such assistance as may be 
necessary. 

14. As the contempt of the religion of a Country, by 
ridiculing any of its ceremonies or affronting its Ministers 
or votaries, has ever been deeply resented, you are to be 
particularly careful to restrain every officer and soldier 
from such imprudence and folly, and to punish every 
instance of it. On the other hand, as far as lies in your 
power, you are to protect and support the free exercise of 
the religion of the Country, and the undisturbed enjoyment 
of the rights of conscience in religious matters, with your 
utmost influence and authority. 

Given, &c, 14th September, 1775. 

George Washington. 

[No. 6.] 

Cambridge, September 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen: As I mean to call upon you in a day or 
two for your opinions upon a point of very great impor- 
tance to the welfare of the Continent in general, and this 
Colony in particular, I think it proper, indeed an incum- 
bent duty on me, previous to this meeting to intimate to 
you the end and design of it, that you may have time to 
consider the matter with that deliberation and attention 
which the importance of it requires: 

It is to know whether, in your judgments, we cannot make 
a successful attack upon the Troops in Boston, by means 
of boats, co-operated by an attempt upon their lines at 
Roxbury. The success of such an enterprise depends, 1 
well know, upon the all-wise Disposer of events, and is 
not within the reach of human wisdom to foretell the 
issue; but if the prospect is fair, the undertaking is justifi- 
able, under the "following among other reasons which may 
be assigned. 

The season is now fast approaching when warm and 
comfortable barracks must be erected for the security of 
the Troops against the inclemency of winter; large and 
costly provision must be made in the article of wood for 
the supply of the Army; and, after all that can be done 
in this way, it is but too probable that fences, woods, 
orchards, and even houses themselves, will full a sacrifice 
to the want of fuel, before the end of winter. A very 
considerable difficulty, if not expense, must accrue on ac- 
count of clothing for the men now engaged in the service; 
and if they do not enlist again, this difficulty will be in- 
creased to an almost insurmountable degree. Blankets, I 
am informed, are now much wanted, and not to be got. 
How T , then, shall we be able to keep soldiers to their duty 
already impatient to get home, when they come to feel 
the severity of winter, without proper covering ? If this 
Army should not incline to engage for a longer time than 
the 1st of January, what consequences can more certainly 
follow, than that you must either be obliged to levy new 
Troops, and thereby have two sets, or partly so, in pay 
at the same time, or, by disbanding one set before you 
get the other, expose the Country to desolation, and the 
cause perhaps to irretrievable ruin ? These things are not 
unknown to the enemy ; perhaps it is the very ground 
they are building on, if they are not waiting for a large 
re-enforcement ; and if they are waiting for succours, ought 
it not to give a spur to the attempt? Our powder, not 
much of which would be consumed in such an enterprise, 
without any certainty of a supply, is daily wasting; and, to 
sum up the whole, in spite of every saving that can be 
made, the expense of supporting this Army will so far 
exceed any idea that was formed in Congress of it, that I 
do not know what will be the consequences. 

These, among many other reasons which might be as- 
signed, induce me to wish a speedy finish of the dispute ; 
but, to avoid these evils, we are not to lose sight of the 
difficulties, the hazard, and the loss, that may accompany 
the attempt, nor what will be the probable consequences 
of a failure. 

That every circumstance for and against this measure 
may be duly weighed, that there may be time for doing 



it, and nothing of this importance resolved on but after 
mature deliberation, I give you this previous notice of my 
intention of calling you together on Monday next, at nine 
o'clock, at which time you are requested to attend at 
Head-Quarters. It is unnecessary, I am persuaded, to 
recommend secrecy. The success of the enterprise, if 
undertaken, must depend in a great measure upon the 
suddenness of the stroke. 

I am, with great esteem, Gentlemen, fee, 

George Washington, 

To Major-Generals Ward, Lee, Putnam; Brigadier-Gen- 
erals Thomas, Spencer, Heath, Sullivan, Green, and 

Gates. 

COUNCIL. OF WAR. 

At a Council of War held at Head-Quarters, Cam- 
bridge, September 1 1 , 1775, present : His Excellency Ge- 
neral Washington; Major-Generals Ward, Lee, Putnam; 
Brigadier-Generals Thomas, Heath, Sullivan, Spencer, 
and Green. 

His Excellency having communicated, by letter and ver- 
bally, to the Generals, for their consideration^ proposition 
of making an attack upon Boston, by boats, assisted by an 
attempt on the Roxbury lines, assigned the following reasons 
for such an attempt : 

1st. That the winter was fast approaching, when warm 
and comfortable barracks must be erected for the Troops. 

2d. Large and costly provision made in the article of wood, 
at twenty shillings per cord ; and, with the utmost exertions, 
fences, woods, orchards, and even houses, will probably fall 
a sacrifice to our necessities in this article, before the expi- 
ration of winter. 

3d. A considerable difficulty and great expense will 
accrue for clothing the men now in the service ; and if they 
do not re-enlist at the end of the present term, it will be 
increased to a great degree. Blankets, in particular, are 
much wanted, and not to be procured. The soldiery grow 
impatient to get home already, and we shall find it a very 
hard task to detain them, when they feel the severity of a 
northern winter, without proper covering. 

4th. If the present Army should not incline to engage 
for a longer time than the first of January, you must either 
levy new Troops, and have two Armies, or partly so, on 
pay at the same time, or, disbanding one before the other 
is assembled, expose the Country to desolation, and the 
cause to ruin. 

5th. Our powder (not much of which would be con- 
sumed in such an enterprise) is daily wasting; and, to sum 
up the whole, with the utmost economy, the expense of sup- 
porting this Army will so far exceed any estimate yet formed, 
that the consequences may be very fatal. 

On the other hand, the hazard, the loss of men in the 
attempt, and the probable consequences of failure, are to 
be considered. 

After duly weighing the above proposition, considering 
the state of the enemy's lines, and the expectation of soon 
receiving some important advices from England, it was 
unanimously agreed that it was not expedient to make the 
attempt at present, at least. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 8, 1775. 
(Parole, Ellington.) (Countersign, Falkland.) 

Captain Perry, of Colonel Walker's Regiment, tried at 
a General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Alden was Pre- 
sident, for " permitting persons to pass the lines on Boston 
Neclc," is found guilty of the crimes laid to his charge, 
but, from alleviating circumstances, is sentenced only to be 
severely reprimanded at the head of his Regiment. The 
General approves the sentence, and orders it to be put in 
execution accordingly. 

The detachment going under the command of Colonel 
Arnold, to be forthwith taken off the roll of duty, and to 
march this evening to Cambridge Common, where tents and 
every thing necessary are provided for their reception. The 
Rifle Company at Roxbury, and those from Prospect-IIill, 
to march early to-morrow morning, to join the above de- 
tachment. Such officers and men as are taken from Gene- 
ral Green's Brigade, for the above detachment, are to attend 
the muster of their respective Regiments to-morrow morn- 
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ing, at seven o'clock, upon Prospect-Hill; when the mus- rendered unfit to serve in the Continental Army. The 
ter is finished, they are forthwith ro rejoin the detachment General approves the sentence, and directs it to take place 

at Cambridge. immediately. 

Moses Pickett, soldier in Captain Merrit's Company, 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 9, 1775. Colonel Glover's Regiment, tried at a General Court-Mar- 
crw, ^; fcoumer^,//^,^ tia] for „ disobedience of orders and damning his officers," 

The Major-Genera! commanding the division of the is found guilty, and sentenced to receive thirty lashes upon 
my posted -between Prospect- Hill and Cambridge R,ver his bare back, and afterwards drummed out of the Regi- 

ment. The General orders the punishment to be inflicted 



Army posted -between Prospect -Hill and Cambridge 
is to be very exact in obliging the Colonels and Field-Offi- 
cers to lay in the encampments of their respective Regi- 
ments, and particularly the Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel 
of the Thirtieth Regiment. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 11, 1775. 
(Parole, Lancaster.) (Countersign, Mitldlnon.) 

Colonel Ebenezer Bridge, of the Twenty-Seventh Regi- 
ment of Foot, in the service of the United Colonies, tried 
at a General Court-Martial, whereof Brigadier-General 
Greene was President, for " misbehaviour and neglect of 
duty in the action at Bunker's Hill, on the 7th of June 
last." The Court are of opinion that indisposition of body 
rendered the prisoner incapable of action, and do therefore 
acquit him. 

Ensign Moses Howe, of Colonel David Brewer's Regi- 
ment, tried by a General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel 
Alden was President, for " contempt of the service." The 
Court, after due examination of the evidence, acquit the 
prisoner. 

Ensign Levi Bowen, of the same Regiment, and tried 
by the same General Court-Martial for "absenting from his 
Regiment without leave." The Court find the prisoner 
guilty of the crime laid to his charge, and do therefore 
sentence him to be cashiered. 

General Heath's Brigade to be mustered upon Thursday 
morning next, at eleven o'clock ; and Colonel Frye's Bri- 
gade upon Saturday morning, at the same time. 

Colonel Thompson's Battalion of Riflemen, posted upon 
Prospect-Hill, to take their share of all duty, of guard and 
fatigue, with the Brigade they encamp with. 

A General Court-Martial to sit as soon as possible, to 
try the men ofthat Regiment, who are now prisoners in the 
main guard and at Prospect- Hill, and accused of "mutiny." 

The Riflemen posted at Roxbury, and towards Letch- 
more' s Point, are to do duty with the Brigade they are 
posted with. 

The General Court-Martial to meet to-morrow mornin» 
at seven o'clock, to consist of three Field-Officers and ten 
Captains. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 13, 1775. 
(Parole, Pembroke,) (Countersign, Quebeck.) 

The thirty-three Riflemen, of Colonel Thompson's Bat- 
"talion, tried yesterday by a General Court-Martial, whereof 
Colonel Nixon was President, for " disobedient and muti- 
nous behaviour," are each of them sentenced to pay the 
sum of twenty Shillings, except John Leamon, who, over 
and above his fine, is to suffer six days' imprisonment. The 
Paymaster of the Regiment to stop the fine from each 
man, out of their next month's pay, which must be paid to 
Doctor Church, for the use of the General Hospital. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 14, 1775. 
(Parole, Roxborough.) (Countersign, Salem.) 

In obedience to the general order of the 7th instant, the 
inquiry into the conduct of Doctor Church, the Director- 
General of the Hospital, and the respective Regimental 
Surgeons, has been held in General Sullivan's Brigade ; that 
being finished, the General orders the like to be held forth- 
with in General Greene's Brigade. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 15, 1775. 
(Parole, Pittsburgh.) (Countersign, Ulster.) 

Colonel John Mansfield, of the Nineteenth Regiment of 
Foot, tried at a General Court-Martial, whereof Brigadier- 
General Greene was President, for " remissness and back- 
wardness in the execution of his duty, at the late engage- 
ment on Bunker's Hill." The Court found the prisoner 
guilty of the charge, and of a breach of the forty -ninth 
article of the Rules and Regulations of the Massachusetts 
Army, and therefore sentence him to be cashiered, and 
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at the head of the Regiment to-morrow morning, at troop 
beating. 

As Colonel Frye's Brigade is to be mustered to-morrow 
morning, General Heath's Brigade will furnish the guards, 
in and about Cambridge, for to-morrow. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, September 16, 1775. 

(Parole, Wilmington.) (Countersign, fork,) 

James Finley, Sergeant in Captain Price's Company of 
Riflemen, tried by a General Court-Martial for " express- 
ing himself disrespectfully of the Continental Association, 
and drinking General Gage's health." The Court sentence 
the prisoner to be deprived of his arms and accoutrements, 
put in a horse-cart, with a rope around his neck, and 
drummed out of the Army, and rendered forever incapable 
of serving in the Continental Army. 

Sergeant John Cotton, in Colonel Cotton's Regiment, 
tried by the same General Court-Martial for " defrauding 
the Regiment of part of their allowance of provisions." 
The Court sentence the prisoner to refund and pay back 
fourteen Pounds six Shillings and four Pence, to said Regi- 
ment, and be disqualified to serve in Said Regiment, as 
Quartermaster-Sergeant, for the future. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 17, 1775. 
(Parole, Andover.) (Countersign, Beverly.) 

The Reverend Mr. John Murray is appointed Chaplain 
to the Rhode-Island Regiments, and is to be respected as 
such. 

Colonel Prescott being taken sick, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Johonnet, of the Twenty-First Regiment, is to go forthwith 
to Sewell's Point, to take the command ofthat post. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 18, 1775. 
(Parole, Brutinoick.) (Countersign, Cambridge.) ' 

The inquiry into the conduct of Doctor Church, Direc- 
tor-General of the Hospital, and the respective Regimental 
Surgeons, to be held to-morrow, in General Heath's Bri- 
gade. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 20, 1775. 
(Parole, Falmouth.) (Countersign, Gloucester.) 

As the commissions are ready to be delivered to the 
Officers serving in the Army of the United Colonies, the 
General recommends it to them to apply, as soon as it is 
convenient, to him at Head-Quarters for the same. No 
person is to presume to demand a Continental commission 
who is not in actual possession of the like commission from 
the proper authority of the Colony he is at present engaged 
to serve, which must be produced at the time application 
is made for a Continental commission. If, from unavoidable 
circumstances, any gentleman has served, from the begin- 
ning of the campaign, in the rank of a Commissioned Offi- 
cer, and has not yet received a commission, being justly 
entitled thereto, such Officer's pretensions will be duly 
weighed and considered, and, upon sufficient proof of the 
justice of his claim, a commission will issue accordingly. 
The General expects that every Officer delivers his present 
commission, or claim to a commission, to his Colonel or 
Officer commanding the Regiment ; and each Colonel, or 
Officer commanding a Regiment, is forthwith to apply to the 
General for the commissions for the Officers of his respec- 
tive Regiments. The Colonels of the First, Second, and 
Third Regiments, to apply to-morrow morning, at nine* 
o'clock, and so on, day by day, until the whole are sup- 
plied ; three Regiments each day. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, September 21, 1775, 
(Parole, Hanover.) (Countersign, Ipswich.) 

Whereas frequent applications are making to the Gene- 
ral, Commander-in-Chief, by Officers of all ranks and de- 
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nominations, for an allowance of rations of Provisions, which 
are not ody absolutely necessary, but usual and custom- 
arily allowed to them, the General has thought proper to 
order and direct that from the first day of July last, there 
be issued, by the Commissary-General, the following pro- 
portion of rations, viz: 

To each Major-General, fifteen rations ; Brigadier-Ge- 



To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Council, of your ancient Burgh 
of Irvine, in Council assembled, reflecting with abhorrence 
upon the rebellious disposition of some of your Majesty's 
American subjects, and their unjustifiable attempts to op- 



neral, twelve; Colonel, six ; Lieutenant-Colonel, five ; Ma- " JL "'°' , BU "J^«|..»"w i neir unjustinawe attempts to op- 
VJOr, four ; Captain, three ; Subaltern, two ; and to each Staff P? se th \\ av/s °\ this Realm, and to disturb the tranquillity 
Officer, two. ot y° ur ** a J est y s mild and merciful reign, which even the 

unthankful as well as we have experienced, humbly beg 



- JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 
; Roxbury Camp, September 21, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : I have your favour, per post, enclosing 
the commissions for Brewster and Perkins. We were 
called upon, in yesterday's orders from head-quarters, to 
apply for our Continental commissions. Some officers are 
suspicious they shall be holden in service during pleasure 
of Congress, and they accept them. However, I believe 
they will not be so cautious as the soldiers are, who in 
general decline signing the Continental Articles of War, 
lest they should be retained thereby longer than the term 
of their, first engagements. 

It will be agreeable to me to see the other part of my 
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farther exertions of our Colony for its own and the com- 
mon Safety. How free has she been with men and money, 
for the publick cause! Surely there is a reward for her. 

I am astonished that any thing in the General's letter 
should bear a construction injurious or dishonourable to 
Connecticut, as it seems by brother D.'s letter to brother 
Major is the case. 

I remain your dutiful and affectionate 

Jedediah Huntington. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



leave to assure your Majesty, that as in Jast war a number 
of brave sailors from this port distinguished themselves in 
the glorious cause of your Majesty and their country, 
against natural and foreign enemies, so we have still num- 
bers equally brave and willing to assist your Majesty and 
the laws in reducing unnatural and unprovoked rebellion, 
in whatever part' of your extended Empire it shall rear its 
head. * 

Deeply sensible of the blessings of the peace and liberty 
which we enjoy under your Majesty's auspicious reign, 
fully convinced of the uprightness of your Majesty's Gov- 
ernment, and most firmly attached to your Majesty's per- 
son and family, we also assure your Majesty we are ready 
on all occasions to support and defend your royal person 



GOVERNOUR WENTWORTH TO THEODORE ATKINSON. 

Gosport, September 21, 1775. 

Sir : Being just arrived at the Shoals, and pressed for 
time, I can only desire that the enclosed Proclamation, for 
proroguing the General Court to the 24th of April next, 
may be forthwith published and made effectual to its in- 
tent. Mr. King will transmit me the copy of Captain 
Gamble's Patent, properly countersigned. 

I am, in haste, dear Sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, J. Wentworth. 

Honourable Theodore Atkinson, Esq. 

PROVINCE OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. BY THE GOVERNOUR. 

[■-*& ' A Proclamation. 
Whereas the General Assembly is now under adjourn- 
ment to Thursday, the 28th instant, and it appearing to 
trie rio way Conducive to His Majesty's service, or the wel- 
fare of the Province, that the Assembly should meet on 
that day, but that it is expedient to prorogue them to a 
farther time, I have therefore thought fit to issue this Pro- 
clamation, proroguing the meeting'of the General Assem 



bly, appointed to be held at Portsmouth on the 28th of .P hrens ) r oi your Colorfists shall subside, a happy reconcilia 



fortunes, against all foreign and domestick enemies. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, at Irvine 
the 22d of September, 1775. ' 

Alex. Montgomerie, Provost. 

ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF LIVERPOOL. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, and Tra- 
ders, of the Town of Liverpool* in the County Palatine of 
Lancaster, transmitted to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of 
His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, and-presented 
to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants; and Traders 
of the Town of Liverpool, in the County Palatine oi Lan- 
caster, humbly beg leave to lay before your Majesty the 
address of a faithful and loyal people, to testify our firm 
and warm attachment to your Majesty's illustrious family 
the honour of your Crown, and the dignity of your Empire! 
We esteem it particularly our duty at this time to declare 
to the world our affection to your royal person, and our 
detestation of the open and daring contempt shown to the 
legal authority and constitutional powers of these Realms 
by some of your Majesty's deluded and rebellious subjects' 
in America. 

Firmly persuaded that every part of your wide extended' 
Colonies is and ought to be subject to the legislative power 
of Great Britain, it is with the most affecting concern that 
we reflect on civil discord, and the effusion of blood, shed 
by the hands of British subjects against each other'; and 
we do most sincerely hope, for the glory of your reign and 
the welfare of all your people, that when the present 



September instant, to the 24th day of April next at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon; and the General Assembly is 
hereby prorogued, accordingly, to that time, then to meet 
at the Court- House in Portsmouth aforesaid ; and hereof 
all persons concerned are to take notice, and govern them- 
selves accordingly. 

Given at Gosport, the 21st day of September, in the 



tion may take place ; yet we cannot without the utmost 
abhorrence look upon the hand of parricide lifted up 
against the Parent Country, its most kind and generous 
protector. As your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects 
of Liverpool have always been ready, on every the most 
trying occasion, to testify their sincere and unalterable alle- 
giance to your royal House, so are we also equally ready 



fifteenth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George now t0 exert our best abilities towards the crushing every 
the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, rebe!lion > an d silencing all disaffection that maybe har 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c, and in the 
year of our Lord Christ 1775. 

By his Excellency's command 
' Theodore Atkinson, Secretary 



J. Wentworth. 



ADDRESS OF THE PROVOST, ETC., OF THE BURGH OF IRVINE. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Council, of the 
ancient Burgh of Irvine, in Council assembled, presented 
to His Majesty by the Right Honourable Sir George Ma- 

'$$. !%' ^ n 'S ht of tlie Bath > the k Representative in Par- 
liament. 



* The general sense of the people can by no moans be*nferred from 
the number of addresses obtained by Ministerial influence Every 
Magistrate in a place can ensure the interest of his butcher and baker • 
the butcher can prevail in the same manner on the grazier, and tha 
baker on the meal-mar Thus, though many hundreds may sign an 
address, it is always to be considered as the real work of two or thren 
Ministerial hirelings. «««*» 

In the Liverpool Advertiser is the following short address to th P 
Liverpool addressers: "Our once extensive trade to Africa is at a 
stand; all the commerce with America at an end. Peace, harmonv 
and mutual confidence, must constitute the balm that can restore to 
health the hody politick. Survey our dock; count th«re the eillant 
shipstlaid up, and useless. When will they be again refitted 1 What 
will become pFjfie sailor, the tradesman, the poor labourer, during tha 
approaching winter? Answer me this, and then again addre4" 
Remembrancer. 6 •"<"■». 
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boured in the breasts of seditious and ill-designing men, 
who, under the specious mask of liberty, attempt to deceive 
and seduce the minds of your faithful subjects. We are 
justly and sensibly thankful for the real enjoyment of that 
inestimable blessing, in its most pure and rational form, 
under the mild and auspicious Government of your Ma- 
jesty. Deeply impressed with these sentiments of grati- 
tude, and the innumerable advantages we reap from our 
nappy Constitution, under your Majesty's paternal care, 
we, with all due respect, present this our tribute of allegi- 
ance and fidelity to the best of Princes ; and that the Crown 
of these Realms may forever flourish upon you, Sire, and 
your royal posterity, is the earnest prayer of us, your most 
dutiful and loyal subjects. 

EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO GENERAL HOWE., 

Whitehall, September 22, 1775. 

Sir : It having been thought expedient, with a view of 
providing more effectually for the security of Canada and 
of Halifax, to change the destination of the five Regiments 
now ready to sail from Ireland, enclosed I send you a copy 
of Lord Rochford's letter to the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, containing the directions that have been given oil 
this occasion, which will point out to you the whole of that 
arrangement. I also enp lose to you a copy of the state of 
the ships taking in stores and provisions for the use of the 
Army, together with a copy of my letter to the Lords of 
Admiralty thereupon. And I am to signify to you His 
Majesty's pleasure, that if, when these ships arrive and 
are unloaded,* you may have occasion for them, in any 
operations you have in view, you do detain them in His 
Majesty's service, such only excepted as are chartered for 
the West-Indies, after delivery of their loading at Boston. 

The last advices from North-America are the fullest 
evidence of an open and declared war, on the part of the 
twelve associated Colonies; and there is no room left for 
any other consideration but that of proceeding against them 
in all respects with the utmost rigour, as the open and 
avowed enemies of the State. 

I am, fee, ^ Dartmouth. 

Newborn, North-Carolina, September 22, 1775. 

This week will ever be remembered as the most remark- 
able epoch in the annals of this Country, for the discovery 
of the grand repository and dark depositum of Governour 
Martin's infernal magazine, which, with cool deliberation, 
lie intended to deal out, in missive weapons of death, to thg 
good people of this Province. In the Palace garden, and 
under a fine bed of cabbages, was discovered and dug up a 
barrel containing about three bushels of gunpowder; in the 
Palace cellar was also dug up two quarter-casks of the 
same commodity — the casks quite new, and marked R. B. 
In the Palace garden was also dug up about one thousand 
weight of musket balls, lately cast; about five hundred 
weight of iron swivel balls; a large quantity of small shot, 
lead, iron, worms for the cannon, with swabs, rammers, 
artillery boxes, matches, and the whole apparatus for his 
park of artillery, which he would have certainly mounted 
at the Palace, had not the appearance of the people of the 
Town of Newbern, on his attempting to move the Palace 
guns, driven him from the trenches before he had made 
them quite tenable. It is said his Excellency, the night 
before he took his precipitate fligln from the Palace, buried 
these engines of death, as they might remain in places of 
safety till he or his creatures might have an opportunity to 
use them. The Palace cannon, it is said, were spiked up 
after his Excellency left the Palace, by a person who, no 
doubt, will be obliged to answer for his conduct. As it is 
improbable the Governour could procure these deadly 
weapons without assistance, the Committee of this Town 
and County are using their utmost diligence to discover the 
authors of so black a treachery. 



WILLIAM MACLAY TO SECRETARY SHIPPEN. 

Sunbury, September 22, 1775. 

Sir: I enclose to you an estreat of the fines adjudged in 
our Quarter Sessions, as far back as February Sessions, 
1774. Before that time there are none worth attention, 
save the fines of one Williams, alias Adams, who broke 



jail and escaped. I am not certain whether I ever sent 
any account of fines heretofore, but rather think I did npt. 
I believe it is a generally received opinion, that the Gov- 
ernour remits the fine of the woman, in cases of fornication. 
I mention this circumstance, as it is likely the Sheriff, under 
the influence of this opinion, may have omitted taking the 
fines from them ; if the Sheriff has heretofore paid any of 
the fines now estreated, it will be easy to let him have the 
necessary credit. 

The Congress, at the last meeting, ordered the memorials 
respecting the Connecticut intrusion to lie on their table to 
the next meeting, on the 5th of September. In the mean 
time, their Delegates were directed to enjoin a peaceable 
behaviour on their people. The 5th of September is come 
and past ; the injunction, therefore, is no longer binding, 
according to their mode of reasoning. We never had more 
rumours about them and their designs : Samuel Wallis 
has just now been with me, respecting the conduct of one 
Vincent, who lives near Mr. Modie. This man was some 
time ago appointed a Connecticut Magistrate, and is now 
at Wyoming, in order to pilot down three hundred of them 
to the West Branch ; his son was with him, and is returned, 
and gives out that his father only waited until the armament 
would be ready. Wallis says he has taken some pains to 
examine into the story, and for his part verily believes it 
to be true ; if so, we shall soon hear of them. They have 
lately been at great pains to enlist their adherents among 

into the twenty-fourth or Butler's Regiment. 

It is highly probable that every motion of the people at 
Wyoming is in consequence of orders from the Colony of 
Connecticut; if so, it is incontrovertible that they intend, per 
fas et nefas, to possess themselves of the country. It seems 
mysterious that they should be so intent upon pushing their 
encroachments so far southward into the Susquehannah set- 
tlement, while the lands west of Wyoming are quite unoc- 
cupied, and quite disregarded. Perhaps a west line from 
the most southern settlement they can effect, by art or force, 
may be contemplated by them, as the boundary of their 
future empire; that is, in case they intend to leave Perm- , 
syhania a name or place at all among the Colonies. 
■ I am, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient and 
most humble servant, William Maclay. 

Mr. Shippen. 

RETURN OF MINUTE-OFFICERS IN SOUTHEAST PRECINCT, 

DUTCHESS COUNTY,, NEW-YORK. 

Dutchess County, Southeast Precinct Committee, Sept. 22, 1775. 

Ordered, That those persons who have arranged them- 
selves in the character of Minute-Men in this Precinct do 
assemble themselves on the 26th instant, in order to choose 
out of their Company the several Officers which, agreeable 
to directions of our Congress, are to command such Com- 
panies; an'd that Thomas Baldwin, Esq., and Mr. Nathan- 
iel Foster, Members of this Committee, do attend and in- 
spect said choice, and make return thereof to the Chairman 
of this Committee. Joseph Crane, Chairman. 

Southeast Precinct, September 26, 1775. 
We hereby certify that, agreeable to the foregoing order, 
the Company of Minute-Men therein referred to did, on 
the 26th instant, assemble, and, under our inspection, made 
choice of Joshua Barnum, Jr., as Captain ; William Marsh, 
First Lieutenant ; Eliakim Barnum, Second Lieutenant ; 
and Jonathan Crane, Ensign. 

Thomas Baldwin, 
Nathaniel Foster. 

connecticut committee of safety. 

Friday, September 22, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety of 
Connecticut, holden at Lebanon, present: His Honour 
the Governour, Hon. Deputy Governour Griswold, Samuel 
Huntington, Jedediah Elderkin, and Joshua West, Esqrs. 

On motion from Colonel Saltonstall, Ordered, Colonel 
Huntington, or Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., to deliver him, 
for the use of the men raised for defence of New-London, 
thirty Muskets, imported by Mr. Shaw, for the Colony; to 
Dr. Lee Lay, for Lyme, five of the same ; and before 
ordered by the Governour for Stonington, fifteen of the 
same Muskets. 



ii. ± 
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Granted, that Colonel SaltonstaR have the pay of a 
Colonel for his service, instead of the pay of a Captain, 
heretofore allowed. 

Granted, for the balance of Elijah Wimprey's Account 
for his services in the Treaty of the Oneida Tribe of Six 
Nations, ten Pounds one Shilling and seven Pence. 

Granted to Reuben Cognahue the balance of his Ac- 
count for his services in the Treaty with the Oneida Tribe 
of the Six Nations, six Pounds nine Shillings and seven 
Pence. 

Granted and ordered, that his Honour Governour Trum- 
bull be paid by the Colony Treasurer nineteen Pounds 
twelve Shillings and five Pence half-penny, for Postage paid 
for Letters, Post-Riders, and other expenses in Govern- 
ment service, as per Account. 

Granted his Honour Governour Trumbull art order on 
the Committee of Pay Table, for the sum of thirty-two 
Pounds four Shillings and nine Pence, being for cash paid 
for Postage of Letters, Expresses, and other Continental 
services. 

ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF MONTROSE. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council, 
of Montrose, in Council assembled, transmitted to the Earl 
of Suffolk, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of 
State, and by him presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Town Council of Montrose, in Council assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

Deeply impressed with a sense of the many blessings 
we enjoy under your Majesty's most clement reign, we beg 
leave to express our grateful sense thereof, and th'at of the 
good people of this your ancient Town, whom we at pre- 
sent represent. 

We have beheld, with surprise and uneasiness, that the 
forbearing and lenient measures pursued by your Majesty, 
in order to bring our fellow-subjects in North-America to 
reflection, reason, and attention to their own true interest, 
have, through their infatuation hitherto, not had the desired ' 
effect* We sincerely regret their folly, condemn their 
obstinacy and ingratitude, and are much concerned they 
have allowed themselves to be so deluded as to rise up in 
arms against their Mother Country, by which they have 
been nourished and protected, and who lately, at an expense 
of so much blood and treasure, rescued and defended them 
from their enemies. But while we lament their misconduct, 
and their misimprovement of the great advantages they 
enjoyed under your Majesty's mild Government, we dis- 
approve of and bear testimony against their rebellious pro- 
ceedings, and are still filled with greater astonishment and 
horrour at the unnatural and seditious practices «f some of 
our own countrymen, who, under the mask of patriotism, 
but in order only to serve their pwn selfish and mercenary 
designs, have, we fear, instigated them to and encouraged 
them in such illegal and disorderly practices. 

We very much detest and disclaim all such proceedings; 
and we do assure your Majesty, that, as we highly approve 
of the prudent measures you have hitherto taken in support 
of the honour and independence of your Crown and the 
supremacy of your Parliament, so we will in our several 
stations exert ourselves to the utmost of our power for sup- 
porting your Majesty therein, and in all such future mea- 
sures as the wisdom of your Parliament may find necessary 
for securing and preserving unimpaired the just and consti- 
tutional rights of Great Britain over all her Colonies. 

We are happy in acquainting your Majesty, that the trade 
and manufactures in this Town and neighbourhood have 
not in the smallest degree been hurt or affected by the 
American ports being shut against us ; that at present our 
people are all duly employed in their several occupations, 
our manufactures find a ready demand, and peace and 
harmony prevail amongst all your Majesty's subjects here. 

We should rejoice, and do most earnestly wish that a 
reconciliation would yet take place, that so the farther 
effusion of human blood might be prevented, and peace, 
with all the blessings thereof, restored to your Majesty's 
Dominions. But as, through the wantonness and unrea- 
sonable conduct of the Colonies, this Nation has been long 
severely agitated and distressed, great expense incurred, 



and the lives of many of our countrymen causelessly taken 
away in defence of the Nation's lawful rights and property, 
we therefore humbly hope and beg your Majesty that 
vigorous measures be adopted, and continued until such a 
settlement takes place as shall be found consistent with the 
just and equitable claims of America, and the honour, the 
safety, and true interest of Great Britain; and for this 
purpose we pray that God maj bless your Majesty's coun- 
sels with wisdom, grant success to your arms, restore peace' 
and brotherly love to all your subjects, and spare you Ma- 
jesty long, very long, to reign with glory over a happy, a 
free, and united people. 

Signed in name and by appointment of the rest of the 
Magistrates and Town-Council, at Montrose, the 23d of 
September, 1775, by 

Alexander Christie, Provost. 



By Archibald Cockbtjrn, Esq., o/Cockpen, Advocate, 
His Majesty's Sheriff Depute of the Sheriffdom of 
Edinburgh : 

Whereas a letter was received by me some time ago, 
from His Majesty's A*dvocate for Scotland, intimating that, 
on account of the present rebellion in America, it was pro- 
per a stop should be put for the present to emigrations to 
that Country, and that the necessary directions were left 
at the different sea-ports in Scotland to that purpose ; I 
think it my duty, in obedience' to his Lordship's requisition 
contained in that letter, to take this publick method of 
notifying to such of the inhabitants within my jurisdiction, 
if any such there be, who have formed resolutions to them- 
selves of leaving this Country, and going in quest of settle- 
ments in America, that they ought not to put themselves 
to the unnecessary trouble and expense of preparing for 
a removal of their habitations, which they will not, so far 
as it lies in my power to prevent, be permitted to effec- 

Archibald Cockbtjrn. 

September 23, 1775. 

Williamsburgh, September 23, 1 775. 
Thursday last, arrived here Patrick Henry, Esq., 
Commander-in-Chief of the Virginia Forces. He was 
met and escorted to Town by the whole body of Volun- 
teers, who paid him every mark of respect and distinction 
in their power, in testimony of their approbation of so 
worthy a gentleman to the appointment of that important 
trust which the Convention has been pleased to repose in 
him. 

Baltimore, September 26, 1775. 

On Saturday, the 23d of this instant, the polls for 
electing a Committee of Observation for this County were 
closed, when the following gentlemen were declared elect- 
ed : John Moale, Jeremiah T. Chase, James Calhone, 
Benjamin Nicholson, Andrew Buchannan, Thomas SoUars, 
John Craddock, James Gittings, Robert Alexander, 
Samuel Purviance, William Wilkinson, Charles RidirJey, 
(son of William,) Walter Tolly, Jun., Darby Lux, John 
Cookey, William Smith, William Buchannan, William 
Lux, John Boyd, John Ridgley, Thomas Harrison, Ben- 
jamin Griffith, William Randall, Thomas Gist, Sen,, 
Stephen Cromwell, Isaac Gist, Thomas C. Dye, Morde- 
cai Gist, John Stephenson, Ezekicl Toivson, Jeremiah 
Johnson, William Asquith, John Howard, George Risteau, 
Abraham Britton. 

And casting up the ballot, the following gentlemen were 
declared Delegates to the Convention for one year, viz: 
Robert Alexander, Benjamin Nicholson, John Moale, 
Walter Tolly, Jun., Jeremiah Townley Chase. 



ADAM STEPHEN TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Pittsburgh, September 23, 1775. 

Sir: Since my last, we have received advices from the 
Wyandots, a sensible nation, who live near to Detroit, and 
have great influence on the contiguous tribes of Indians. 
It may be plainly seen that they are a great deal attached 
to the commanding officer at Detroit. Some of them 
have promised to come and hear what we have to say ; 
that is'their policy. They have very lately killed a trader's 
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servant, and carried off part of the goods ; the nation 
lias made an apology, and the goods are restored to the 
owner. We have advices, likewise, from the tribes living 
up the Alleghany River, about one hundred and sixty 
miles above this place ; several of them have been at a 
treaty held at Niagara, and inform us that many Indians 
are'gone to Albany, but a greater number to Caughnawaga, 
near Montreal, at the instigation of Guy Johnson and 
Carleton. 

The commandant of Niagara and Johnson told them to 
watch our motions here very narrowly, and the red-coats 
and other English would fight us by ships, whilst the In- 
dians kept picking us off on our frontier; that we could 
not hold out long, for vvant of powder, as we usually had 
it from Britain, and could not make any among our- 
selves; that he would supply them plentifully with pow- 
der, and every thing else. I can see that the Indians are 
very jealous, greatly divided, and at a loss how to act. 
General Schuyler's success will settle the matter ; but an 
unsuccessful attempt will determine the greatest part of 
the Western Indians against us ; perhaps make it neces- 
sary to take possession of Niagara and Detroit. 

We have reason to expect all the Indians who intend to 
come to us will attend next week. 

I have the honour to be, with respect, Sir, your most 

obedient humble servant, . c 

' Adam dtephen. 

Colonel Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia, Philadelphia. 



MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF COW-NECK, QUEEN S 
COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Great-Neck, Cow- 
Neck, and all such as lately belonged to the Company of 
Captain Stephen Thorn, in Queen's County, being duly 
warned on Saturday, the 23d of September, 1775, and 
taking into our serious consideration our distressed and ca- 
lamitous situation, and being fully convinced, of our total 
inability to pursue proper measures for our common safety, 
while we in all cases are considered as a part of the Town- 
ship of Hempstead, and being conscious that self-preser- 
vation, the immutable law of nature, is indispensable, do 
therefore, 

1st, Resolve, That during the present controversy, or so 
long as their general conduct is inimical to freedom, we be 
no farther considered as a part of jhe Township, than is 
consistent with peace, liberty, and safety. Therefore, in 
all matters relative to the Congressional plan, shall consi- 
der ourselves as an entire, separate, independent Beat or 
District. 

2d, Resolved, That Mr. Daniel Kissam, Mr. Henry 
Stocker, Mr. William Thorn, Mr. Benjamin Sands, Mr. 
William Cornwell, Mr. John Cornwell, Mr. John Mitchel, 
Sen., Mr. John Burtiss, Mr. Sitnond Sands, Mr. Martin 
Schenck, Mr. Daniel Whitehead Kissam, Mr. Peter On- 
derdonck, Mr. Adrian Onderdonck, and Mr. Thomas 
Dodge, be a Committee for this Beat or District. 

John Farmer, Clerk of Meeting. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO CONTINENTAL CON- 
GRESS. 
[Road September 25, 1775.] 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, during ) 
the recess of Congress, New. York, September 23, 1775. J 

Sir: We acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 
20th instant. We beg leave to inform you that the insur- 
mountable difficulty of procuring arms has been the only 
reason that any of our Troops have been delayed. 

Before we were enabled to purchase arms, very few 
remained to be purchased. No pains were spared or expe- 
dients omitted to procure arms. Only six Companies 
remain, who have not been forwarded. Three of those are 
now ready ; their baggage embarked before the receipt of 
your* letter, and they will proceed immediately : the others 
we hope to despatch within a week at farthest. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your most obedient servants, 

By order: Jacob Black well, 

Chairman pro tern. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 



RETURN OF OFFICERS OF MINUTE-MEN, OF NEW-WINDSOR 
PRECINCT, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

New-Windsor, September 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : These serve to inform you that Samuel 
Logan was duly elected Captain, James Jackson, Jr., First 
Lieutenant, John Moffat Second Lieutenant, and John 
Robinson Ensign, for the Company of Minute-Men raised 
in the Precinct of New- Windsor, in the presence of two 
of the members of this Committee, agreeable to a resolve 
of the Continental and Provincial Congresses. 

By order of the Committee : 

Samuel Brewster, Chairman. 

To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. 



RETURN OF OFFICERS OF MILITIA COMPANY IN NEW-WIND- 
SOR DISTRICT, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

New-Windsor, September 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen: These are to certify, that John Nicoll, 
Esq., was duly elected Captain, Francis Mandivile First 
Lieutenant, Hezekiah White Second Lieutenant, and Leo- 
nard D. Nicoll Ensign, for the Company of Militia in the 
District of New-Windsor, lately commanded by William 
Ellison, in the Second Regiment for Ulster County, in 
the presence of two of the members of this Committee, 
agreeable to a resolve of the Continental and Provincial 
Congresses. ■ 

By order of the Committee : 

Samuel Brewster, Chairman. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

GENERAL WOOSTERTO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read September 25, 1775.] 

Camp at Harlem, September 23, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the 20th instant I have just re- 
ceived, and shall with the greatest expedition proceed with 
the Troops under my command to Albany, and there wait 
General Schuyler's orders, according to direction of Con- 
gress. I am, Sir, in haste, your most obedient humble 
servant, David Wooster. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, President of Congress. 



JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO ELIPHALET DYER. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 23, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: I wrote you by Mr. Tracy, the bearer 
of this, about two hours ago ; since that I have received 
yours per post, of the 14th instant, but not one word 
about money. A Commissary, with twenty thousand 
gaping mouths open full upon him, and nothing to stop 
them with, must depend on being devoured himself. And 
over and above all, this same Mr. Tracy has advanced, in 
cash, out of his own pocket, to furnish out the expedition 
under Col. Arnold, seven hundred Pounds, lawful money, 
and is now here, on his way to Philadelphia, on business 
of importance, and depended, as every reasonable man 
might and ought, that the Continental Commissary could 
repay him such a trifling sum. On this his journey 
depended ; he now, to his surprise, finds a Paymaster, a 
Commissary, a Quartermaster, nominal nonentities ; all of 
them not able to advance one shilling — not able to repay 
borrowed money ; not one of them, the General, or any other 
person here, have power to draw on Philadelphia, which 
might serve him as well. This is all truly to be wondered 
at, and truly shocking. I wish you by some way or 
means, some how or other, to procure him five hundred 
Pounds, lawful money, that he may not suffer too much, 
in going in advance in support of the common cause. He 
wants the money in Philadelphia ; and if we, any of us, 
had power to draw, weisftQUJd certainly do it. It certainly 
ought to be done, thougirwejiave not the power. If it is 
done, it shall account against me, taking his receipt there- 
for. I must entreat you to%Xert yourself in this unhappy 
case, and to relieve me of the additional trouble, to the 
unavoidable ones of my office, of having my heart dunned 
out, and be for weeks unable to pay for a bushel of potatoes. 
I wish the accursed cause of this difficulty no worse pun- 
ishment than to be put in my situation for ten days past. 
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I bare told General Washington, and 1 now warn you, 
as one of the Continental Congress, and the whole Con- 
gress, of the fatal effects of this delay, and that I must be 
quit of the blood of the matter, if this Army is disbanded 
before spring, for want of provisions. Pray God the event 
may not equal my fears. 

I am, most respectfully, honoured Sir, your most hum- 
ble servant, 



To Colonel Dyer, Philadelphia. 



Joseph Trumbull. 



GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Prospect-Hill, September 23, 1775. 
General Greene returns his compliments to General 
Sullivan, and begs leave to acquaint him, as he was on 
court-martial on Thursday, he cannot tell him how it hap- 
pened that so few fatigue-men went from Prospect, com- 
pared with those from Winter-Hill. Major Bon was 
ordered to furnish any number General Sullivan ordered. 
Yesterday an equal number with the Winter-Hill Troops 
was ordered down ; and if they did not go, it was un- 
known to the General. There shall be a large party of 
fatigue-men ordered to work to-day. I should be glad a 
proper detail of duty between the two Brigades might take 
place, and include the guards of both hills, and all the 
fatigue-men on duty. 

General Greene hopes that General Sullivan don't sug- 
' gest, he has the least desire of screening the Troops under 
his command from the least part of duty equal with those 
under the command of General Sullivan, h is his inten- 
tion to furnish upon equal terms. 

N. B. Excuse the badness of the writing — it is so cold 
I cannot feel the pen. 

MAJOR BEDELL TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Camp near St. John's, September 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are now encamped within a mile of 
St. John's, the enemy every day throwing shells or balls 
at our intrenchments, but without success. We shall 
have our batteries ready to play upon them to-morrow, 
or the next day, at farthest. Our men are all in good 
spirits. We arrived at the Isle-aux-Noix the 10th, and 
the next day we came within a mile and a half of the 
enemy, who saluted us with shells ; no damage- was done. 
We lay upon our arms all night, and in the morning I was 
detached with a party of four hundred men to re-enforce 
MajorJBrouw, who had taken eight wagons from the enemy, 
joaded with stores. Before we could get up to him he was 
engaged, and obliged to retreat, but saved his booty. 
They upon our approach saluted us very warm with grape 
shot ; we did not lose one man ; what the enemy lost I 
cannot tell, but we found some blood on the ground ; they 
retreated to the fort, and we kept possession of the ground, 
and we have a considerable intrenchment. Major Brown 
has took twelve wagons more, loaded with wine, rum, pork, 
he. Every thing seems to prosper well. I have nothing 
more particular, only a party was fired on at Captain Ho- 
gan's house. We had three Canadians wounded. I have 
the command of the Green Mountain Boys, and a detach- 
ment of Colonel Hinman's Regiment. 

I am, &c, Timothy Bedell. 



be repaid by the Congress, and therefore can be of no 
disadvantage to you. 1 wish you w.ere acquainted with 
the complaints and murmurings of your Troops. They 
have long been kept out of their blankets, and now are 
kept out of coats or blankets. The officers who bore 
their expenses here have never received any pay. The 
Committee here seemed to have been employed the whole 
time in riding back and forth, to bring small sums of money 
to pay part of the soldiers, to make the others mutinous 
and uneasy. 

This, gentlemen, has been the case respecting those 
Troops, which I venture to pronounce the very best in the 
Army. Gentlemen, 1 am sure there must have been a 
great defect somewhere ; where it is, or to whom you will 
impute the iniquity, time alone must discover. It must be 
allowed that suffering the New-Hampshire Troops to re- 
main in so wretched a situation, for such a length of time, 
will never redound to the credit of the Colony, or have 
the least tendency to enable us to raise another Army, 
after this is disbanded, but the reverse. I must therefore, 
as a friend to the Continent in general, and the Colony in 
particular, beg and entreat you to send some trusty persons 
here, with money sufficient to pay off the men, in order to 
have them as comfortable as the nature of the service will 
admit ; and you will thereby much assist the common cause 
of America, and partially oblige, gentlemen, your most 

obedient humble servant, T „ 

' John Sullivan. 

The Hon. the* Committee of Safety in New-Hampshire. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Winter-Hill, September 23, 1775. 

Much respected Gentlemen : I am sorry to inform 
you that your Troops from New-Hampshire have more 
reasons to complain, and actually do complain more, than 
any other Troops in the Army. General Washington 
gave it out in order that all the Troops should be paid up 
to the 4th of August. All the other Colonies have com- 
plied, though not strictly obliged thereto by the original 
coritract ; and why New-Hampshire should refuse, I can by 
no means conceive, as the men must be paid sooner or 
later. And as the money now emitted is not on interest, 
it can make no difference to the Province whether they 
are paid now or two months < hence ; but to the men the 
difference is very great, as their families are in immediate 
necessity, and can by no means do without it. All the 
money you advance to make your Troops comfortable will 



INTELLIGENCE FROM HALIFAX, IN NOVA-SCOTIA, DATED 
SEPTEMBER 23, 1775. 

The address which was some time past sent from this 
place, and presented to His Majesty, has given rise to all 
the disturbance in this Province. It was declared to be an 
address from the inhabitants of the Province at Halifax, 
in Nova-Scotia, when, indeed, it was only managed by 
about one-thousandth part of them, when most of the 
members of the House of Representatives were up in the 
country, superintending their estates; and when they carrjp 
to town, and found in what manner the liberties of the 
House of Representatives had been invaded in their ab- 
sence, they, together with almost all the inhabitants, 
declared themselves friends to the cause in which the 
whole Continent of America are engaged, and refused 
being any longer subservient to the mandates of. Govern- 
ment ; therefore, no duties have been paid here since the 
latter end of August last, of which the Cdmptroller of the 
Customs is gone home to give an account. Yesterday a 
schooner arrived, with two tons of tea, from Bristol ; the 
liberty boys immediately committed it to the sea. They 
have strong assurances of assistance from the Provincial 
Army, therefore it is to be feared that His Majesty's yard, 
stores, and ammunition, in this Province, will be destroyed. 
The Tartar Frigate is here, to protect them ; and the mas- 
ter shipwrights, caulkers, joiners, house-carpenters, smiths, 
bricklayers, and labourers, form a militia, and mount guard 
every night, for the protection of the yard, &c. The inha- 
bitants begin to grow very warm, therefore suppose it will 
not be long before they find the Militia some military em- 
ployment. Our Governour has wrote to Boston for assist- 
ance, but has received for answer, that they have more 
work cut out there than they have hands to complete, 
therefore no help can be expected from thence. We have 
been continually supplying the Army at Boston with fresh 
provisions, hay, corn, &tc; but the case is so much altered 
that nothing is suffered to be sent them from hence. 



GENERAL GATES TO DOCTOR CHURCH. 

Cambridge, September 24, 1775. 
To Doctor Church : 

Sir : 1 am directed by his Excellency the General to 
inform you that his unwillingness to part with a good offi- 
cer alone prevents his complying with your request, in your 
letter of the 20th instant. He desires you would stay with 
your family some time longer, and if there is then no 
prospect of its being in such a situation as to permit you 
to return to your duty, you will receive a discharge pur- 
suant to your letter. Your very humble servant, 

Horat|o Gates, Adjutant-General. 
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COLONEL VARNUM TO GENERAL, SULLIVAN. 

Prospoct-Hill, September 24, 1775. 

Colonel Varnum begs liberty to present his compliments 
to the Honourable General Sullivan, and informs him that 
when the invalids came to relieve him on Ploughed- Hill, 
Thursday night last, he gave the most particular directions 
to Colonel Woodbr'ulge and the Lieutenant-Colonel, in what 
manner to dispose of the detachment, where to place every 
sentry. Sent Captain Martindale with two Captains of 
that party ; showed them where to place the out-picket ; 
and, in fine, had they sense to comprehend, and resolution 
to execute the plainest orders, your Honour would not 
have been troubled by them upon that head, which I have 
learned you were by Colonel Stark. 

The Colonel is extremely sorry that General Sullivan 
should have any reason to suspect him of neglect of duty, 
and hopes this will be sufficient to remove any unjust im- 
pressions. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE CAMP AT CAMBRIDGE, 
DATED SEPTEMBER 24, 1775. 

We are looking towards Canada for news ; that will be 
the scene of action, at least for a while. They are em- 
ployed at Boston in pulling down the south part of the 
Town, for two purposes: to make room for a set of new 
barracks, which they propose to build there, and to convert 
the former buildings into fuel. There was a very heavy 
cannonade all Saturday morning, at Roxbury. They fired 
one hundred and ten cannon shot, with no other damage 
than putting out a bullock's eye with a pebble stone, which 
one of them drove into it. On this side we had two men 
wounded with one shot ; both are like to do well. The 
same ball beat off the hat of a Lieutenant McKinzie, of 
one of the Rifle Companies, and left him senseless for more 
than an hour ; however, he is now perfectly recovered, and 
as well as ever. 

We have heard this day that Colonel Arnold, who com- 
mands the detachment against Quebeck, was within a few 
miles of Kennebeck River last Thursday. Two men, who 
left Quebeck about twenty days ago, say it is in a very de- 
fenceless state, and that the French inhabitants, even of the 
City, are much in, our favour. 

The intercourse between the enemy's camp and ours, on 
both sidesj Roxbury and Charlestown, has ceased some 
days, in consequence of the brutality of one of the Minis- 
terial officers, who, with very abusive language, threatened 
to fire upon our flags if any more came down. They have 
deceived themselves very much as to Arnold's expedition. 
They will not believe but that it was destined against Hali- 
fax, and provided accordingly; so that telling your real 
design appears to be sometimes the best way of conceal- 
ing it. • 

ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF COVENTRY. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Traders, and prin- 
cipal Inhabitants of the City of Coventry, presented to His 
Majesty by Walter Waring, Esq.. and Edward Roe Yeo, 
Esq., their Representatives in Parliament. 

Coventry, September 25, 1775. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Traders, 

and principal Inhabitants of the City of Coventry. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

It is with the deepest concern we have for some time 
observed the progress of those pernicious principles which 
the patrons of sedition have been industriously insinuating 
into the minds of your Majesty's deluded subjects, and 
which have at length produced an actual rebellion among 
the unhappy Colonies in America — a rebellion the most 
atrocious, because altogether unprovoked ; the most un- 
natural, because excited and fomented by tfje false repre- 
sentations and encouragement of a desperate domestick 
faction. 

At such an alarming crisis, silence, in the true friends to 
their Country, would be utterly inexcusable ; not to con- 
demn the guilty were, in some sort, to partake in their 
iniquity. Whilst, therefore, we deplore this errour in our 
fellow-subjects, we cannot forbear to remark how very inat- 
tentive tliose persons must needs be to the welfare of the 



community, who can wantonly interrupt the publick repose 
by raising tumults and insurrections, from no other motive, 
and with no better view, than to promote the schemes of 
pretended patriotism, or to soothe the malice of disap- 
pointed ambition. 

It might, indeed, and with the greatest reason, have been 
expected that the singular prudence and moderation, with 
which your Majesty hath ever held the reins of Govern- 
ment, would have effectually composed every animosity 
among your people, and secured a general acquiescence in 
a conduct so irreproachable. It might have been hoped, 
too, that the Ministry you have so judiciously made choice 
of, and who, on the late trying occasions, have acquitted 
themselves with the most consummate discretion, should 
not have experienced so base and ungrateful a return. The 
continued series of ill-treatment which your Majesty, the 
more immediate officers of the Crown, and the great Coun- 
cil of the Nation, have met with, at the hands of these 
nominal guardians of our rights and liberties, we sincerely 
lament; and it is our earnest request that this testimony 
of our abhorrence of such scandalous and unjustifiable be- 
haviour may stand recorded to the latest posterity. Re- 
nouncing therefore, thus openly, all fellowship with the 
men of this complexion, permit us, Sire, with all humility, 
to approach your throne with our most faithful assurances 
of an unalienable attachment to your Majesty's person, and 
of our most hearty concurrence in the prosecution of such 
measures as, in your royal wisdom, you shall think proper 
to adopt, for the suppression of the present outrageous 
commotions abroad, for the restoration of peace and good 
order at home, for the maintaining a due regard to the 
authority of the Legislature, and for the support of our 
admirable Constitution, both in Church and State. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF EXETER. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Coun- 
cil of the City of Exeter, in Chamber assembled, presented 
to His Majesty by John Rolle Walter, Esq., and Charles 
Warwick Bampsylde, Esq., their Representatives in Par- 
liament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council of the City of Exeter, in Chamber as- 
sembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most faithful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the City of 
Exeter, in Chamber assembled, beg leave to pay our hum- 
ble duty to your Majesty, and to express our gratitude for 
the many blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's Govern- 
ment. 

Convinced, as we are, of your Majesty's unwearied and 
impartial attention to the true interests of all your subjects, 
we cannot but behold, with infinite concern, the unhappy 
differences which subsist between this Country and many 
of your Majesty's Colonies in North-America, where a 
most unjustifiable resistance hath been made to your Ma- 
jesty's arms, in open defiance of the legislative authority of , 
Great Britain. 

We had our hopes that this misguided people might, ere 
now, have been reduced to a proper sense of that duty and 
obedience, by which alone they can be connected with this 
Country. In what manner this great object is farther to 
be pursued, is a question on which we presume not to 
express our sentiments ; but relying with confidence on the 
wisdom, justice, and prudence of your Majesty's counsels, 
we doubt not but your Majesty, zealous of the honour of 
your Crown, and deeply interested in the welfare of all 
your people, will act with firmness, and adopt such mea- 
sures as may most effectually tend to the establishment of 
peace, consistent with the support of that general principle 
on which the declaratory act is founded. 

Far be it from us, however, to circumscribe the bounty 
of Government ; may every constitutional, every favourable 
indulgence be extended towards them. We are anxious 
that your Majesty's subjects should be all heartily and sin- 
cerely united in that dutiful obedience to your Majesty and 
the Legislature of Great Britain, which constitutes the true 
strength of this great Empire. 
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That a just and perfect reconciliation may soon take 
place, is our most ardent wish. But should the unhappy 
contest be farther prolonged, and America, still contending 
for independence, obstinately continue to reject all reason- 
able offers of accommodation, we conceive they will one 
day feel the loss they have sustained, when, from having 
been deluded by their seditious leaders, they shall become 
a prey to their Armies and their own intestine animosities ; 
and shall then find, by sad experience, that peace, and hap- 
piness, and liberty, are only to be secured to them by the 
protecting power of this Country. 

That your Majesty may long reign over a loyal, happy, 
and united people, is our most earnest and constant prayer. 

Given under our common seal, this 25th day of Septem- 
ber, 1775.. 

ADDRESS OF THE MAGISTRATES, ETC., OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 

Address of the Magistrates and Council of the Burgh 
of Kirkcudbright, presented to His Majesty by William 
Douglas, Esq., their Representative in Parliament. 

Kirkcudbright, September 25, 1775. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : ■ 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Magistrates and Council of the Burgh of Kirkcudbright, 
deeply sensible of the many blessings we enjoy under your 
Majesty's mild and just government, humbly beg leave to 
assure your Majesty of our abhorrence of that daring spirit 
of licentiousness, so much encouraged and fomented by 
wicked and designing persons in different parts of your 
Empire, hurtful to the State, and destructive of that true 
constitutional liberty, under which all good subjects live 
contented and happy. And that it is with concern and in- 
dignation we observe the baneful influence of this spirit 
upon many of your American subjects, now in a state of 
actual rebellion, and openly avowing a revolt from that 
natural connection and dependance, which all the Colonies 
ought necessarily to have with and upon the Parent State ; 
a rebellion as wicked and flagitious as it it unprovoked and 
ungrateful. We therefore humbly request your Majesty's 
most gracious acceptance of this testimony of our affec- 
tion and altachment to your Majesty's person, family, and 
Government, and pray that such measures may be pur- 
sued, by the wisdom of your Majesty and your Parliament, 
as may most speedily and effectually restore and support 
obedience to the laws, and peace, union, and prosperity, in 
your Majesty's wide-extended Kingdoms ; over which, un- 
impaired by foreign or domestick foe?,' may your Majesty, 
and your illustrious house, reign glorious to latest posterity. 

Matt. Buchanan, Provost. 



London, September 26, 1775. 

Yesterday, at Hicks's Hall, there were about thirty of the 
Justices present, Sir John Hawkins, Chairman. He declared 
the motive of calling them together was to consider of an 
Address to the Throne, expressing their loyalty and attach- 
ment to the present Government, and readiness to support 
whatever steps were thought expedient, for reducing the 
Colonies to a proper sense of their duty. The measure 
met with the approbation of all present. 

The following is the Address, which was unanimously 
agreed to, and will be presented to His Majesty on Friday 

next. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

We, your loyal and dutiful subjects, resident in this opu- 
lent County, sensible of the blessings which we derive from 
your Majesty's mild and gracious Government, during which 
justice has been administered with an impartiality unknown 
to former ages, and under which every subject has felt him- 
self protected in the enjoyment of all those benefits which 
are the ultimate end of civil institutions to ensure, humbly 
presume to address your Majesty at a crisis which we con- 
ceive to be a most important one, and such as is not to be 
paralleled in the history of this or any other Country. 

We look back with awful reverence on that period, to- 
wards the ead of the last century, when, by a revolution, 
from which it were impiety to exclude the interposition of 
Divine Providence, the bounds of regal authority, and the 
measures of civil subjection, were mutually adjusted and 



ascertained upon principles coeval with, and interwoven in 
the very Constitution of this Country. 

To those genuine patriots and friends of religious and 
civil liberty, the actors in that noble cause, we at this day 
owe it, that persecution is banished to the realms of des- 
potism ; that illegal restraints of civil liberty are guarded 
against ; that the ancient powers of Parliaments, over every 
part of the British Dominions, are recognised ; and the su- 
preme legislative authority, by a wise and happy tempera- 
ture of various interests, declared to reside in the three 
estates, of King, Lords, and Commons. 

Reflecting on the above auspicious event, and the nume- 
rous benefits that have followed from it, we seek in vain for 
the motives of that unnatural rebellion in North-America, 
into which the inhabitants of some of the Provinces thereof, 
not less by the artifices of a disappointed and impotent fac- 
tion, than their own aversion to our religious and civil Con- 
stitution, have been precipitated. 

To attain the ends of a lawless association, which aims 
at nothing less than an independence on the Mother Coun- 
try, that would draw down destruction on their own heads, 
the legal government of the Colonies, now in rebellion, has 
been extorted by and transferred to those whose regard for 
the publick is absorbed in the hope of private gain, in the 
prosecution of their traitorous purposes. The hostilities 
originally commenced by the Americans have been con- 
tinued in a manner practised only by savages ; and, in the 
conduct of a war, in which, with unhallowed lips, they im- 
plore the Divine blessing, we behold, with equal amaze- 
ment and borrour, the violation of those rules of war to 
which humanity and the practices of all civilized nations 
have given a sanction. 

Miseries greater, if possible, than those of a war thus 
conducted on the part of our enemies, have been denounced 
against the Mother Country by its rebellious sons, who, by 
resolutions of non-importation, have endeavoured to cut off 
the sources of our wealth, and, by the dread of famine, to 
stimulate the industrious manufacturers of this Kingdom to 
oppose the power which has been their constant support. 
But, thanks be to God, the flourishing condition of our 
trade, the quick circulation of wealth, the state of publick 
credit, and the amazing increase of buildings and mercan- 
tile improvements, which present themselves to our eyes in 
every part of this Country, are evident proofs of the fu- 
tility of all such attempts, as they are of the flourishing 
state of the Kingdom in general. 

With very little attention to the merits of the dispute, 
and without being able to controvert that fundamental prin- 
ciple of civil society, that protection and allegiance are re- 
ciprocal, the Colonies resist the payment of taxes which 
their preservation has made necessary — founding their pre- 
tended exemption, not on reason, equity, or natural justice, 
but upon the construction of those grants to which the 
Colonies owe their political exisjer\ce. The rights, what- 
ever they are, which the Americans claim, are founded in 
charters from time to time granted by your Majesty's royal 
predecessors, under proper limitations and restrictions, and 
with savings in favour of t.he legislative, authority of this 
Kingdom. With the greatest professions of zeal for liberty 
do these infatuated people exalt the regal into arbitrary 
power; and from principles of law and logick, which are 
now for the first time advanced, contend that the acts of 
the aggregate legislative body are of less force to bind the 
subjects than those of an integral part thereof; and with 
all insidious arts of adulation, your Majesty is courted to 
accept of that absolute power which you have uniformly 
disclaimed, as well by the whole tenour of your conduct, 
as by refusing the means of preserving the supremacy of 
this Country over the Colonies, to the great council of the 
Nation. 

For this singular instance of moderation, as for every 
other benefit which we derive from your Majesty's paternal 
care" and watchful regard for our interests, receive, most 
gracious Sovereign, the sincere and humble acknowledg- 
ments of us, your Majesty's loyal and faithful subjects ; and 
as the merciful forbearance, hitherto shown to the Colonies 
in rebellion, would, if farther extended, be injurious to the 
interests of the whole British Empire, accept also this ten- 
der of every assistance, which we are capable of rendering, 
towards establishing the authority of the British Legislature 
over its Colonies and dependencies ; while, with unfeigned 
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zeal, we supplicate the Supreme Disposer of all events for 
prosperity on the wise and lenient, but steady counsels 
which are resolved on, and we doubt not will be pursued, 
for effectuating this important and necessary purpose. 



WEETING OF THE FREEHOLDERS OF MIDDLESEX. 

London, SBptember 26, 1775. 

Yesterday, near five hundred Freeholders of the County 
of Middlesex met at the Mile End Assembly-Room, agree- 
ably to notice from the Sheriffs, in the publick papers. 
About one o'clock, Mr. Sheriff Plomcr took the chair, and, 
in a very sensible speech, told them they were convened 
at the request of some respectable Freeholders, to take into 
consideration the critical and alarming situation of this 
Country, and strongly recommended to them to proceed in 
their arguments with loyalty to their King, a love for the 
Constitution, and decency and respect to each other, as 
the surest way to give efficacy to their resolutions. 

Mr. Mascall then stood up, and attempted to harangue 
on the miserable predicament Administration had brought 
this Country into, but was interrupted by Mr. Pel!, a Mid- 
dlesex Justice, who objected to the propriety of Mr. Mas- 
caWs speech. Mr. Wilmott, another Middlesex Justice, 
begged the Sheriff would declare the names of the Free- 
holders who requested that meeting; but it being repro- 
bated by other gentlemen, the Sheriff put the question, 
whether he should declare the requisitors or not ; which 
was carried in the negative, by a great majority. This 
leading question being determined, Mr. Mascall resumed 
his harangue, without interruption, wherein he declaimed 
against the Ministry, for their late acts respecting America ; 
their sending armed legions of Englishmen there, to cut 
the throats of Englishmen; their endeavouring to subvert 
the Constitution ; and concluded with making a motion to 
instruct their Members on the present alarming situation, 
and held a paper in his hand, which contained instructions 
to be read to that assembly, for their approbation or nega- 
tion. Mr. Ptll, with a good deal of ingenuity, acknow- 
ledged he loved to see the commendable warmth of an 
Englishman in the gentleman who spoke last; but, as the 
Parliament was very soon to meet, and he made no doubt 
with a disposition (o hearken to all honourable accommo- 
dations with America, he could wish to postpone all in- 
structions to their Representatives, till the sense of the 
Parliament was known ; and observed, that the Right 
Honourable Member (the Lord Mayor) who was present 
possibly would not like to go shackled with additional in- 
structions into the great Assembly of the nation ; that his 
Lordship had before made those publick declarations, 
which he had most faithfully performed, and made no doubt 
of his Lordship's continuing the steady patriot on all occa- 
sions. In the course of his speech he gave oblique hints 
of the Lord Mayor's being acquainted with the intended 
Resolutions; and concluded with declaring that he was not 
in the secrets of Administration, neither was he influenced 
by any party ; that though he was a Middlesex Justice, he 
defied any man to say he ever took a dirty shilling, or suf- 
fered his clerk to take one for him. Upon the whole, this 
gentleman spoke with a great deal of ingenuity, though 
mixed with a great deal of sophistry. On this, the Lord 
Mayor arose, and declared he had no hand in the intended 
instructions ; but if they were carried in that assembly, he 
would most implicitly obey them, as he thought it his 
indispensable duty to support the sentiments of his consti- 
tuents, even if they dissented from his own ; and observed, 
the King called the Commons in Parliament, not to know 
the sentiments of the delegated Members, but that of their 
constituents, the people of the Kingdom at large. This 
declaration was received with bursts of applause; after 
which, the question was called, to know whether the in- 
structions should be read ; which was carried, by a great 
majority. The instructions were then read, and were as 
follows : 

Instructions from the Freeholders of the County of Mid- 
dlesex, to the Right Honourable John Wilkes and 
John Glynn, Esquires, Knights of the Shire for the 
County of Middlesex. 

We, the Freeholders of the County of Middlesex, sum- 
moned here by publick advertisement of the Sheriff of this 
County, acknowledge our approbation and grateful sense 



of your conduct as our Representatives, during the last 
session of Parliament; and though we have no reason to 
doubt your steady perseverance in the true interests of 
your Country, yet we think it our indispensable duty to 
acquaint you with our sentiment at the present awful crisis, 
big with the fate of this great Empire, and the happiness, 
glory, and prosperity of the whole people. 

We behold, with all the horrour and grief natural to a 
free people, the fatal stab given to our excellent Constitu- 
tion, by a majority of the last venal Parliament, whereby 
the most sacred and unalienable right of the Freeholders 
of this County, the right of election, was in the most impi- 
ous manner wrested from the electors, and assumed by the 
elected, who placed a person as our Representative in 
Parliament, contrary to the sense and will of the County, 
expressed by a very great majority of legal votes, thereby 
establishing a precedent of the most dangerous tendency to 
the rights of all the electors of Great Britain ; which in- 
jury has been again confirmed, by the malice of our invete- 
rate enemies, in the present Parliament (chosen by sur- 
prise, under a national delusion) suffering that vote to 
appear in their journals, a standing record of the injustice, 
venality, and corruption, of their predecessors. 

We are called upon to redouble our attention and zeal 
for the defence and preservation of all our constitutional 
rights, from seeing the iron hand of oppression extended to 
our fellow-subjects on the other side of the Ailantick; 
Popery, that bane of civil and religious liberty, established 
in an extent of country infinitely larger than all our pos- 
sessions in Europe, thereby arming, as it were, many of 
our fellow-subjects, with a crucifix in one hand and a dag- 
ger in the other, against our Protestant brethren; a Popish 
Bishop appointed, and the greatest comfort and encourage- 
ment given to the clergy of that church, while the pastors 
of our pure and excellent faith are suffered to remain with- 
out support and provision, but what Romish priests and 
Romish councils shall deign to afford them ; other cruel 
and oppressive acts passed against bur fellow-subjects in 
America, wholly repugnant to the ancient just and generous 
proceedings of British Councils and British Assemblies ; 
destructive of that glory of the English law, the trial by 
jury, and many other undoubted rights and privileges of 
English subjects ; in violation of charters and royal cove- 
nants of the most solemn nature: which acts and oppres- 
sions, under the influence of the present Ministers, have 
been productive of a most impolitick, unnatural, cruel, and 
destructive civil war, against our suffering and much in- 
jured fellow-subjects in America. 

We lament, as a commercial people, the inevitable in- 
juries that must be sustained by the loss of a most valuable 
branch of our commerce, the decay of trade and manufac- 
tures, and consequent distresses of the industrious poor. 

To remedy all these evils, the melancholy experience of 
past times evinceth how insufficient is the removal of a 
Ministry, while their maxims and views are entailed upon 
the Government. We desire that you will not only con- 
tinue strenuously to oppose them, but endeavour to procure 
us such constitutional security, by shortening the duration of 
Parliaments, and enacting such other laws as may prevent 
the nation from suffering by the like errours and iniquities 
for the future. 

And we instruct you to exert yourselves in procuring 
that vote of the late House of Commons to be rescinded, 
which, in the most injurious and unconstitutional manner, 
deprived the Freeholders of this County of their undoubted 
right of election. 

We also instruct you to forward an inquiry into the ex- 
penditure of the publick treasure, so peculiarly necessary 
at this time, and in a nation burdened with taxes and op- 
pressed with debts ; that you will not suffer the people to 
be imposed upon by the flimsy artifices of a Minister, pre- 
tending to lessen, while he is in reality increasing, the 
publick burdens. 

Should any additional land-tax or new imposts be pro- 
posed in the ensuing session, we expect that you will not 
assent to them without a previous redress of grievances ; 
and that you will strenuously oppose all votes of credit, or 
takipg any foreign troops into the pay of Great Britain, 
unless another attempt should be made by the Tories and 
Jacobites, against His Majesty's person, family, or Govern- 
ment. 
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The state of the Navy, that great bulwark, safety, and 
protection of the commerce of this nation, demands, and we 
hope will engage, your serious attention; and that you will 
inquire by what fatal mismanagement and corrupt influence, 
after such immense sums have been voted during a peace 
establishment, that it is in its present deplorable condition. 

We particularly instruct you to exert yourselves in pre- 
venting the farther effusion of the blood of our innocent 
fellow-subjects in America, and to put a speedy end to the 
present unnatural and ruinous civil war. 

We also desire you to use your unwearied endeavours to 
assist and support the Representatives of the City of Lon- 
don, for obtaining a repeal of every obnoxious and uncon- 
stitutional act, and in bringing to the justice of their Country 
the advisers of such nefarious measures as have been 
adopted during the last fourteen years, tending to subvert 
the Constitution of this Country, and which we are con- 
vinced will very soon effect the ruin and destruction of the 
British Empire. 

This motion for instructing the Members being carried 
in behalf of Publick Liberty, it was then moved, "That a 
Letter should be addressed from the Freeholders of Mid- 
dlesex to those of Great Britain." The Letter was read, 
and the motion " That it be addressed to the Freeholders 
of Great Britain" passed. The Letter is verbatim as 
follows ; 

A Letter from the Freeholders of Middlesex to the Free- 
holders of Great Britain. 

The perilous situation of publick affairs, and the calami- 
ties which threaten the whole Empire, are the reasons, and 
we hope will be a sufficient apology for our addressing 
you. 

The vote of the late House of Commons, by which a 
Representative was forced upon us, to the immediate viola- 
tion of our rights, and the eventual injury of those of all 
the electors in the Kingdom, remains yet on record. It 
remains as a precedent against the most sacred and funda- 
mental franchise of the people, to authorize the same vio- 
lence, by Ministers as arbitrary and Representatives as cor- 
rupt. 

We trust, Gentlemen, that you will not cease to co-ope- 
rate with us till that dangerous and shameful record be con- 
demned and done away in the most solemn and effectual 
manner. 

The present state of America is such as ought to give 
the deepest alarm and concern to every man who regards 
the rights of human nature, the liberties of Englishmen, 
and the happiness and safety of the whole Empire. The 
arbitrary and inhuman conduct of the present Administra- 
tion has driven our most affectionate American fellow-sub- 
jects into despair and resistance. Seven years' supplica- 
tion for a redress of their grievances has been answered 
by an army to enforce them. Their petition last year to 
the King implored peace, liberty, and safety. In return 
they received acts of the most inhuman restraints and 
open hostilities, in the desolation of their Country, the de- 
struction of their People, and the conflagration of their 
Towns. They have again besought His Majesty, in a late 
humble petition, "to stop the farther effusion of blood, and 
to direct some mode by which he would be pleased to re- 
ceive the united proofs of their devotion, as most dutiful 
subjects and most affectionate Colonists." They declare 
their most ardent desire that the former harmony between 
them and the Parent State may be established upon the 
most lasting foundation. They expressly declare they do 
not " request such reconciliation as may be in any manner 
inconsistent with the dignity or welfare of this Country." 
We cannot conceive what can be offered fairer or fuller on 
their part. 

But the Ministry, it seems, have advised His Majesty to 
give this petition no answer, and thereby to deprive the pe- 
titioners of every hope of redress and reconciliation. They 
are farther making the most open and extensive prepara- 
tions for war. Even Roman Catholicks are allured and 
incited to take up arms against our Protestant fellow-sub- 
jects. Thus we see these most pernicious measures prose- 
cuted by the worst and most dangerous means. 

The immediate injury of such a war to our commerce 
and manufactures, the consequence of that to the produce 
of the land, the additional taxes necessary for such distant 



and expensive operations, must sink this unhappy Country, 
already overburdened with the enormity of her debt, into 
unavoidable ruin. Upon the land must the whole expense 
ultimately fall. Upon the landholders, then, it is especially 
incumbent to use their utmost influence in stopping the 
course of this unnatural and fatal war. 

The Americans have repeatedly appealed to the justice 
and humanity of their fellow-subjects in Great Britain. 
We hope such an appeal will never be made in vain. We 
lament the fate of those brave British soldiers who have 
been sacrificed in so inglorious and hateful a contest. We 
are persuaded our fellow-subjects in America are contend- 
ing in the cause of liberty, and are cruelly oppressed. We 
will never willingly aid in urging the oppression, or tramp- 
ling upon the rights of any part of the dominions. We 
cannot see any probable consequence from the prosecution 
of this Ministerial war, but misery, shame, and ruin to the 
whole Empire. 

Upon these principles, we have instructed our Represen- 
tatives in Parliament. Upon these principles, Gentlemen, 
we wish for your co-operation, in establishing liberty, peace, 
and harmony, through all His Majesty's Dominions. 

The following Resolutions were then passed, and carried 
with loud plaudits of approbation : 

That the thanks of the Freeholders assembled be given 
to the Right Honourable the Earl of Effingham, the soldier 
and citizen, for having refused to draw his sword against the 
majesty of the people and the rights of his fellow-subjects, 
in acting up to the principles which he professed. 

That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Sheriffs, 
for their readiness in calling the meeting. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 



C. SHIRREFF TO MAJOR WILLIAM SHIRREFF. 

St. Augustine, September 25, 1775. 

Mr Dear Major: By Captain Lain, who has just ar- 
rived from Virginia with another transport to carry the 
remainder of the Fourteenth to that part, tells me he for- 
warded my letters to you I sent by him, which I hope yon 
received. He has now brought us news and letters from 
the officers of the Fourteenth, in Boston, to those here ; and 
being informed you are wounded, and not having a line 
from you or any friend, causes me great painj and I am 
distressed not a little about your welfare, &c. I wish my- 
self often with my friends in the Forty-Fifth, who I hear 
are with you. As things have since fell out, I should 
have got a Company; and had I now my choice, I would 
sooner be in that station, and have a brush every day, than 
remain in oblivion here. And as we have been long threat- 
ened to be visited by our Georgia neighbours, it is now 
expected they will put their scheme into execution, take 
the powder, and burn the barracks and Town. And, in 
consequence of withdrawing the Troops from here, those 
people that fled here for protection, and all our merchants, 
intend not to trust to the lenity of a mob, but move off with 
their families and effects to the West-Indies. We are 
already distressed sufficiently; and, when this takes place, 
the Lord only knows what we shall do. This Colony will 
be knocked up. No sign of any Companies, as yet, from 
Pensacola ; and as for the necessaries of life, we shall fare 
bad ; our planters minding their indigo, and neither raise 
corn nor rice ; and this we used to have from Charlestown 
and New- York, but now is at an end. I sincerely wish 
these troubles were at an end, for they very materially 
affect every individual. 

Your ever obliged and affectionate brother, 



Major William Shirr eff, Boston. 



C. Shirreff. 



C. SHIRREFF TO GENERAL ROBERTSON. 

St. Augustine, September 25, 1775. 
Sir: An opportunity now offering, I embrace it to ac- 
quaint you that on the first detachment going from this to 
Virginia, I delivered, by order of Major Furlong, to them, 
forty blankets ; and these now going will also be supplied 
complete with bedding ; but as the order will not come out 
till they just go on board, I shall not, in this, be able to tell you 
the quantity sent. I have, by order of the Governour, de- 
livered him a return of all my stores; and, as my Brigade- 
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Major commission mentions, I am to follow such orders as I 
shall receive from him, &c, I imagine any thing he desires 
must be done ; but this is the first instance I ever knew of 
a Governour interfering with a Brigade-Major's duty; and 
1 shall be glad to know your sentiments on this head, and 
any directions you send me will be complied with. 

Our neighbours in Georgia are now full as bad as any 
of the other Colonies ; and our powder, &c, in the fort, 
they threaten us to come and take, destroy the garrison, and 
burn the barracks and Town. And it is much dreaded, as 
our Troops are to be removed from us, they will put their 
scheme in execution. And our merchants here, and all 
those that have come here for safety, the instant we have 
no Troops, will go off to the West-Indies ; and those that 
remain will have a bad time of it, as our supplies are all 
out, and none allowed to come to us. And our planters 
here mind nothing but raising indigo and Indian corn, which 
used to be sold for two shillings and three pence, but is 
now seven shillings per bushel. 

The Companies from Pensacola are not arrived, and not 
the least account of them yet. Candles we shall much 
want, having little more than one box. 

1 am in some trouble, at present, on account of my brother, 
whom I hear is wounded ; and not receiving a line from you, 
or any friend with you, adds much to my uneasiness. And 
in this place you hear nothing; it is the most miserable 
hole I ever was in. A man should be well paid that lives 
in it. Could I have foreseen what has since happened, 
before I left the Army, I should at this day have been with 
my corps at Boston, and have had a Company, as I was so 
old a Lieutenant, which I should have liked much better 
than the office I now hold in its present state. But could 
I get paid as Fort Adjutant, I should then be happy; for at 
present my income barely serves half the demands abso- 
lutely necessary for sustenance. But I am in hopes, with 
your assistance and that of other friends, I may get my pay 
augmented, as there are many instances that a Brigade- 
Major has five shillings, and a Town Adjutant four shillings 
per diem. 

This comes to you by a Mr. Cameron, who is esteemed 
here ; and being ill-used in Charlestown, Sic, is now de- 
termined to be at Boston, and offer himself to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief as a volunteer, in hopes of getting in time 
an Ensigncy. 

I hope you received my letters with the return sent you 
by the schooner that brought us here ; and hope, when you 
favour me with a line, you will be pleased to inform me of 
those matters I wrote you about. 

I have one favour to beg, viz : that you will particularly 
send me some instructions, that I may know how to act. At 
present, the orders from you and the Commander-in-Chief 
are so misconstrued, on account of a Sergeant being in 
office, that it will be necessary to have fresh instructions, 
with proper orders, that I may well understand the line I 
am to act in. One minute I receive orders from the Go- 
vernour, the next from the commanding officer ; that, in 
short, at present, I have a difficult card to play in order to 
please all, which I shall ever endeavour to do, if it is with 
propriety. 

These commotions, at present subsisting in the Colonies, 
give me pain ; and, believe me, particularly so when they 
are the cause of separating (those you must hold most dear) 
your family from you. My fervent prayers are, that these 
troubles may soon end, with honour to our most gracious 
Sovereign George the Third, and with every liberty that is 
consistent with reason his subjects should enjoy. 

May this find you in health is my fervent prayer. 
Excuse all imperfections, as I am in a hurry to get this on 
board. Your friendship I value ; and I have only time to 
add that I am, Sir, your very obedient and very humble 
servant, C. Shirreff. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have received an order 
from Major Furlong for the following articles out of my 
stores ; and, agreeable to Gov. Tonyn's orders, I waited on 
him to know whether I was to comply with it. After press- 
ing a little, he desired me to let the Troops have them. 
And when the remainder go away they must also be sup- 
plied ; and as they take nothing but what is fit for service, 
by viewing the return I sent you, you will see what is re- 
maining fit for service. I have, by order, now delivered 



eighty-two beds, eighty-two bolsters, eighty-two pair of 
sheets, sixty-two pair of blankets, and twenty pair before, 
making eighty-two, and twenty iron pots. We are now 
extremely bad off for supplies ; nothing to be had. I shall 
do my best about candles ; unless some come speedily 
from you, I must buy some. 

Return of Provisions in the King's Stores at St. Augus- 
tine, September 21, 1775: 

511 barrels of Flour; 407 barrels of Pork; 8 tierces of 
Beef; 4 tierces of Rice ; 37 firkins of Butter ; 193 bushels 
of Peas. 

Return of Provision shipped with a Detachment of the 
Fourteenth Regiment ordered to Virginia, September 
21, 1775: 

59 barrels of Flour; 33 barrels of Pork ; 11 firkins of 
Butter ; 77 bushels of Peas. 

Alexander Skinner, 
Deputy Commissary of Stores and Provisions. 
I imagined Major Furlong would have taken six months' 
provisions, but he has taken not near so much. 

A Talk from the Honourable William Henry Drayton, 
Esq., one of the beloved Men of South-Carolina, to 
the beloved Men, Headmen, and Warriours of the Che- 
rokee Nation, at the Congarees, September 25, 1775. 
Friends and Brother Warriours : 

I take you by the hand, in witness of the peace and friend- 
ship which has so long subsisted between your brothers, the 
white people of this country, and you and your people ; 
and I hold your hand fast, in testimony that your brothers, 
the white people, wish that our peace and friendship with 
you and your people may continue. 

I sent a talk to you, in your nation, to desire that you 
would come to see me at the Congarees, in order that we 
might talk together face to face. W T hen I sent to you, I 
thought to have been here before you could have arrived; 
but some of our people did not understand the things about 
which I intend to speak to you, and to explain which to 
them I came into the country ; my stay among those people 
was therefore longer than I expected.; This being the case, 
I make no doubt but that you will readily excuse my ab- 
sence, which I assure you was as disagreeable to myself as 
it could possibly be to you. 

I sent to you to come to me, that 1 might explain to you 
the causes of the unhappy quarrel between a part of the 
people in Great Britain, and your brothers, the white peo- 
ple living in America; also, that I might tell you why our 
people have put on their shot-pouches, and hold their rifles 
in their hands. 

The causes of this unhappy quarrel are very plain, as 
you will see as I go on with my talk ; but in order that you 
may see them, and understand them clearly, I must first 
talk of the time before any of our white people came to 
this Country, and what was then done. 

Before our forefathers left England, they made an agree- 
ment with the Great King, that when they came to Ame- 
rica, they, and their children after them, should then con- 
tinue to have and enjoy the same rights and privileges that 
the people of England, who you know were their own 
brothers, did actually enjoy; and to this agreement the 
Great King put his hand and seal, and declared that all the 
Great Kings after him should be bound by the agreement 
he had made. 

Now, in consequence of this agreement, your brothers, 
the white people in America, say the money they have in 
their pockets is their own, and the Great King has no 
right whatsoever to send or to order any officers to take this 
money, or any part of it, out of our pockets, or to make 
any laws to bind us, but by our own consent, given by our 
wise men, whom we ourselves elect and appoint to make 
laws for us. And we say so for this plain and good reason : 
because the Great King has no right to send any officers to 
take any money out of the pockets of our brothers, the 
people of England, or to bind them by any laws but by 
their own consent, given by their wise men, whom they 
themselves elect and appoint to make laws for them ; for 
as this is the right and privilege of our brothers in England, 
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so this agreement declares we have the same right and pri- 
vilege. 

But, notwithstanding these things, the men about the 
Great King have persuaded him that he and the men in 
England, whom we never elected and appointed to make 
laws for us, have a right to take our money out of our pock- 
ets, without our consent, and to make laws to drag us away 
from our own Country, across the great water, and all this 
without asking us any thing about the matter, and violently 
against our consent and good-liking. And unjust and wicked 
as all this is, yet this is not the worst part of their usage to us. 
They have, by other laws, broken our agreement in what- 
ever particular part they pleased ; and these men about the 
Great King have so teased and persuaded him, that the 
Great King and the men in England, whom, as I told you 
before, we never appointed to make laws for us, have made 
one law which says the Great King and those men have a 
right to bind us, by laws of their making, in all cases what- 
soever; which is as much as to say they have a right to 
treat us, and every thing belonging to us, just as they please; 
and this, you know, is as much as to say they have a right 
to take all our money, all our lands, all our cattle and horses, 
and such things ; and not only all such things, but our wives 
and children, in order to make servants of them ; and, be- 
sides all these things, to put us in strong houses,* and to put 
us to death whenever they please. 
Friends and Brother Warriours : 

Is it not now as plain as the sight at the end of your 
rifles, that these laws and 'proceedings are like so many 
hatchets chopping our agreement to pieces ? Are not these 
unju3t things enough to make us put on our shot-pouches ? 
and especially when we find that our brothers over the great 
water will not only not hearken to the many good talks 
which we have sent them about these matters, but have 
really sent over people to take the hatchet up against us. 

Oh, my brother warriours, it is a lamentable thing that 
our brothers beyond the great water should use us in this 
cruel manner. If they use us, their own flesh and blood, 
in this unjust way, what must you expect ; you who are red 
people ; you whom they never saw ; you whom they know- 
only by the hearing of the ear; you who have fine lands? 
You see, by their treatment to us, that agreements, even 
under hand and seal, go as nothing with them. Think of 
these tilings, my friends, and reflect upon them day and 
night. 

Having told you that the men about the Great King per- 
suaded him that he and the men in England have a right 
to take our money out of our pockets, without our consent, 
I must now tell you the contrivances they have fallen upon 
to take this money, whether we will or not. In order to 
take this money from us, they have ordered that we must 
pay a duty upon this and that thing, that we are ac- 
customed to purchase; which is as much as to say that 
upon those things we purchase, we must pay to the Great 
King, against our consent, a sum of money above the real 
value of those things. And, in particular, they ordered 
that if we drink tea, we must pay so much money to the 
Great King. I must tell you this tea is somewhat like your 
black drink. But as we know that this order is contrary 
to our agreement, and also as we know the evil conse- 
quences of our paying this money, so your brothers, the 
white people in America, have resolved that they will not 
pay it ; and therefore the men about the Great King have 
persuaded him to send soldiers to Boston ; and we are told 
some are coming here to force the people here to give their 
money without their consent, and thereby to give up their 
rights and privileges, which are mentioned in the agree- 
ment. 

Some foolish people say it is better to pay this money 
for the tea, than to go to war about it. But I tell you it is 
not about this money alone that we quarrel, for the money 
itself we do not regard as two corn-stalks, but we are afraid 
bad consequences will follow if we pay the money, as I will 
show you directly. 

We find that the men in England talk among themselves, 
that they intend to make us in America pay to them a great 
sum of money every year. The way they intend to raise 
this money is, as I have told you already, by making us 
pay a duty upon this and that thing that we are accustomed 
to purchase. Now, this duty upon tea brings in but a very 
* Among Indians, strong hoiiues njsan prisons, 



small part of that great sum of money they want to make 
us pay to them ; and, therefore, we refuse to pay this money 
for the tea, lest, if we paid it, they would be encouraged 
to go on, time after time, to lay duties upon a great many 
other things which we are accustomed to purchase, in order 
that they may at last get from us that great sum of money 
which they want, and which, perhaps, is all we have. By 
which means, as your brothers, the white people, will be 
obliged to give more money than usual for those blankets, 
strouds, checks, linens, guns, powder, paint, and rum, with 
which you are supplied, so, if money is thus taken out of 
our pockets, without our consent and against our a«ree- 
ment, it is plain and certain that you and your people must 
pay two and three deer skins for those goods which you 
used to purchase of the traders for one deer skin. And thus 
you see that we do not quarrel only upon our own account, 
but that we have put on our shot-pouches not only to pre- 
serve our money, but also to preserve your deer skins. 
Friends and Brother Warriours: 

1 have now told you the causes of our unhappy quarrel 
with the men over the great water. 1 hope your eyes are 
now opened, and that you see plainly that your interest is 
as much concerned in this quarrel as our interest";" "and that 
you also see that we have put on our shot-pouches, and 
have taken up our rifles, only to defend our rights and 
privileges according to the agreement, and, by so doing, 
to defend your deer skins against those who wish to rob 
you of them. Therefore, as your people and our people 
were born upon and live in the same land; as we arc old 
acquaintances, and have thereby contracted a regard for 
each other ; as our interest in this quarrel is the same, for 
the men over the great water cannot take our money, against 
our consent, without taking your deer skins also ; as you 
see that no agreement is kept with us, so you cannot 
expect to be better treated by men who want all that you 
and ourselves have. 1 say, as all these things show you, 
that if we are hurt, you must be hurt also; if we lose, you 
must lose also; so I tell you, in time, that you and our- 
selves ought to join together, in order to save all of us from 
being hurt, or from losing, or from falling. Let us, there- 
fore, exert oursel ves — you at your end of the chain of peace, 
and we at our end — in order that we may keep this chain 
bright and shining. So shall we act to each other like 
brothers ; so shall we be able to support and assist each 
other against our common enemies; so shall we be able to 
stand together, in perfect safety, against those evil men 
who in the end mean to ruin you, as well as ourselves, who 
are their own flesh and blood. 

1 am informed that you have been told that your brothers, 
the white people in Charhstown, used you ill when they 
seized some ammunition which your traders intended to 
have sent you. It is true, my friends, that we did seize 
this ammunition ; and I tell you that your brothers, the 
white people, seized it with great concern, because they 
knew their seizing it would in some degree distress you. 
But I tell you, also, the men about the Great King are the 
only persons to be blamed in this affair ; for, as we found 
that these men persuaded the Great King to send soldiers 
against us, and to stop all kinds of ammunition from coming 
to us as usual, in order that we should not be able to defend 
ourselves, so these men about the. Great King, by this pro- 
ceeding, compelled us to seize such ammunition, for our 
defence, as came among us by accident ; and accordingly 
we greedily seized the ammunition that was intended for 
your hunting, in order to have in our hands the means of 
defending our lives, our money, and your deer skins, as I 
told you before, against our oppressors. And this behaviour 
of ours was so natural and just, that we knew that when we 
came to talk to you on the matter, you would think we did 
nothing but what was just, and what you would have done 
had you been in our situation. However, the ammunition 
that was seized was intended to be sold to you ; but, to 
show you that we regard you as brothers, we intend to 
make you a present of some. We wish we were able to 
give you as much as your occasions require; but as the 
Great King has so ordered it that we cannot get much for 
ourselves, and as we expect to fight our enemies, therefore 
we cannot afford to give you much of what we have. I 
know your good sense will inform you that this Is~ perfectly 
reasonable, and that we ought not to give away 50 much 
ammunition 35 would Jeave us, and yem also, exposed to 



793 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Stc, SEPTEMBER, 1775. 



794 



enemies, who, as I told you before, cannot hurt us without 
huiting you also. 

It is a concern to us when we reflect that the present 
quarrel occasions a scarcity of goods in your nation. But 
goods are scarce with us also, and we submit to this incon- 
venience cheerfully, rather than purchase those goods, 
which, if we did purchase, would strengthen the hands of 
our oppressors against us. We hope our example will en- 
courage you to suffer this scarcity as patiently as we do. 
When the publick peace shall be restored, by our rights 
and privileges being restored to us ; and when we can pur- 
chase goods, without any risk of paying for them more than 
they are worth, by paying duties upon them, contrary to our 
consent, contrary to our agreement, and contrary to our and 
to your interest, then will you, and your children after you, 
be plentifully supplied again as usual. In the mean time, 
we advise you to be patient. And to show you that we 
look upon you as brothers, and that we will give you all the 
friendly aid, assistance, and supplies, in our power, 1 say, as 
a token of this, I take the coat off my own back, and I 
give it to you. For my part, in this unhappy time, I will 
be content to wear an osnaburgh split-shirt. 

I hear that one of your people has lately been killed, 
and that two others were at the same time wounded, by 
some of the white people on the ceded lands in Georgia. 
I feel great grief at this news. Mr. Wilkinson is just come 
from Esseneca, and has brought me a talk from the war- 
riours and headmen, who were, nine days ago, assembled , 
at that Town, in council, upon the occasion of this bad 
news. In this talk the warriour Sawney says, he and the 
other warriours remember that, in the last treaty of peace, 
it was agreed that if any white man should be killed by 
their people, the perpetrators of the murder should be put 
to death ; and that the same satisfaction should be given by 
the white people, in case one of your people should be 
murdered by ours. Sawney also says that the warriours 
and beloved men will wait to see if this will be complied 
with or not; and in the mean time they will not think of 
resentment, or of saying any thing to lessen our friendship. 
The warriour Chenesto also sends a good talk, and says he 
does not desire to break the line of friendship which the 
beloved men, who are dead and gone, drew between us. 
These talks sound well in my ears; and, in return to these 
good talks, I tell you that this matter shall, with all possible 
speed, be inquired into; and if the white people have done 
wrong, and, without provocation, have killed your country- 
man, you may be assured that those white people, who 
were concerned in. such a wicked and black affair, shall be 
punished, and thereby your people will have satisfaction 
according to the treaty. I desire you will tell the relations 
of the poor man who has been killed, how much I am con- 
cerned at their loss. I am told that he has left a widow 
and children. I give these presents, and I desire you will 
carry them to the unfortunate widow, in order to show her that 
all the white people in this country pity her misfortune. 
Friends and Brother Warriours : 

This talk I give to you as a talk of peace and friendship ; 
as a talk to open your eyes; and as a good talk, from all 
the beloved men and white people of this country, to you and 
your beloved men, and all the red men of your nation. I 
give you this talk as so much oil, to keep the chain of peace 
and friendship between us bright and shining, like the sun. 
And as in the corn-planting season the sun warms the earth, 
and makes the corn to sprout and to grow for the good of 
the people, so I hope this talk will warm your hearts, and 
make thoughts of friendship and good-will sprout and grow 
in you and your people, for the mutual good of our people 
and of your nation. 

A List of the names and number of Towns ; also, the num- 
ber of Men in the Cherokee Nation, as furnished Wil- 
liam Henry Drayton, in 1775, by Richard Pearis: 



Estatoe, 

Qualache, 

Socauny, 

Esseneca, 

Cheowee, 



lower towns. 

Men. 



40 
30 
26 
80 
29 



Toxaway, 
Sugar Town, 
Tugelow, 
Little Chota, 



Men. 

51 
29 
30 
41 

356 



MIDDLE 


settlements and valleys. 








Men. 




Men. 


Little Highwassy 


> 


12 


Cewectttrie, - 


10 


Chaneusay, - 




50 


Cheowee, 


15 


Cutolope, 


- 


12 


Fork of River, 


12 


Kewone, 


- 


30 


Cowee, 


100 


Nottetly, 
Little Tellico, 


. 


25 


Joree, - - - 


50 


- 


12 


Wottogo, 

Nucesy, 


40 


Noewee, 


- 


50 


60 


Temotly, 


- 


50 


Noewee, 


60 


Burning Town, 


- 


30 


Cheowee, 


100 


Little Chota, 


- 


60 


Cannowca, - 


15 


Nacutche, 


- 


30 


Econewrighty , 


45 


Callugojoy, - 




10 

over-: 

Men. 


HILLS. 


908 

Men. 


Chilkowee, - 


- 


120 


Tuskegcc, 


12 


Settaco, 


- 


160 


Mouth of the River, 


40 


Chota, 


- 


100 


Nachy Creek, 


15 


Island, 


- 


200 


Tellico', -"' 


30 


Toco, 




40 


Highwassy, 


40 
757 


Lower Towns, 




. 


356 




Middle Settlements 


and Valleys, <J08 




Over-Hills, - 




- 


757 




Total Cherol 


tee 


men,* 


-' 2021 





SUSSEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the County of Sus- 
sex, at the Court-House, the 25th day of September, 1775, 
Michael Blow, Esq., Chairman of this Committee, being 
charged with expressions inimical to the common cause of 
America, moved that he might leave the chair, to make 
his defence against so heavy a charge, which, by the una- 
nimous consent of this Committee, he did ; and Doctor 
Thomas Peete, by the unanimous vote of this Committee, 
was placed therein. Whereupon, the said Michael Blow, 
Esq., appeared, and with great candour informed this Com- 
mittee, that true it is, that in private conversations with 
many persons, he had unguardedly, but with no design or 
intention to prejudice our most noble and just stand against 
the designs of a tyrannical, wicked, and vepal Administra- 
tion and Parliament, expressed his disapprobation of some 
particulars of the proceedings of the late Convention held 
at Richmond, particularly in regard to the wages of the 
officers of the intended forces to be raised, and the resolu- 
tions that took place on the petition of certain Britons ; but 
declared, upon his honour, that he had no intention, in his 
said conversations, any ways to inflame the minds of the 
people, and was extremely sorry to find it had been so 
construed. Whereupon, after mature deliberation, 

It was unanimously Resolved, That this Committee, 
from a retrospective view of the conduct of the said Mi- 
chael Blow, Esquire, and the zeal he hath shown in the 
common cause, are satisfied that the said Michael Blow, 
Esq., in his said conversations, had no intentions inimical 
to the good of the common cause, and therefore do recom- 
mend it to all persons to consider him as a zealous friend 
to American liberty ; and that this resolution be published 
in the several Virginia Gazettes. 

Thomas Peete, Chairman. 



CHESTER COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Chester County, September 25, 1775. 

Whereas some persons, evidently inimical to the liberty 
of America, have industriously propagated a report, " That 
the Military Associators of this County, in conjunction with 
the Associators in general, intend to overturn the Consti- 
tution, by declaring an independency, in the execution of 
which they are to be aided by this Committee, and the 
Board of Commissioners and Assessors, with the arms now 
making for this County;" and as such report could not 

•In the above list, some Towns appear to be twice or thrice men- 
tioned ; but as it was copied from the original document, no attempts 
have been made to reconcile any irregularities. The same observation 
will apply as to the numbers of mer\,—Thayton. 
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originate but among the worst of men, for the worst of 
purposes, this Committee have therefore thought proper to 
declare, and they do hereby declare, their abhorrence even 
of an idea so pernicious in its nature, as they ardently wish 
for nothing more than a happy and speedy reconciliation, 
on constitutional principles, with that State from whom 
they derive their origin. 
. By order of the Committee : 

Anthony Wayne, Chairman. 

This Committee do recommend it to the inhabitants of 
each Township within this County, to meet at their usual 
place or places for holding elections in the same, on Wed- 
nesday, the 11th of October instant, at two o'clock in the 
afternoon, in order to choose one or more Committee-Men, 
to represent them in Committee for the ensuing year; and 
the Committee so chosen are desired to meet at the house 
of David Cowpland, in the Borough of Chester, on Mon- 
day, the 23d of said month, at ten o'clock, A. M. 
t The Committee then adjourned until Monday, the 2d of 
October 'tomzet in the Borough of Chester, at nine o'clock, 
K. M., at which time and place the members of this Com- 
mittee are desired to attend. 

By order of the Committee : 

Francis Johnston, Secretary. 



New-York, September 25, 1775. 

On Tuesday evening, the Amboy stage boat, in returning 
to this City with passengers, was brought to by the Asia 
man-of-war's boat, and Captain Tiley, an officer belonging 
to General Wooster's Regiment, taken out and carried on 
board the man-of-war, with a box of papers in his custody ; 
also, three guns, which were on board the stage boat. The 
pretence for this is said to be the detention of a suspected 
person, who is on his parole of honour in General Woos- 
ierVcqmp. This person having been observed to follow 
at a distance a. load of powder, on its way to the camp at 
Cambridge, was taken into custody by the riflemen, and 
carried Jo General Washington, who, not finding any evi- 
dence against him, sent him to General Woostcr, who, at 
his request, permitted Captain Tiley to go for him to Bor- 
dentown, for a box of papers, which he said would clear 
h)s character, and prove him to be a true friend to the 
liberties of Arqerica. It is imagined that on his intelli- 
gence Captain Tiley was detained. If so, it will be but 
justice to retaliate on him any ill usage Captain Tiley may 
receive. 

COLONEL McDOUGALL TO COLONEL LASHER. 

New-York, September 25, 1775. 
Sir: Last Saturday, several members of the Committee 
of Safety went to Queen's County, in order to obtain arms, 
agreeable to the enclosed resolution, without force. I have 
since been well informed that many persons in that Coun- 
ty are in arms, to oppose the execution of the resolution. 
You are therefore, with your Battalion, to proceed, as soon 
as possible, to Jamaica, with two or three days' provisions; 
and if you find any opposition given to the execution of the 
resolution, by force, in that County, you are to repel force 
to force, and secure those in arms, and apprehend all such 
as you shall find, upon good information, have been leaders 
in opposing the measures of the Continental and Provincial 
Congresses. But you are to avoid, as much as possible, 
the effusion of blood ; and not to destroy the property of 
any man, under any pretence whatsoever ; nor to offer the 
least violence to such as shall peaceably submit to the 
resolution of the Committee of Safety; and in all other 
respects strictly to regard the said resolution as the rule of 
your conduct. I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Alexander McDodgall. 
To Colonel John Lasher. 



COMMISSIONERS AT THE HIGHLANDS TO NEW-YORK COM- 
MITTEE Or SAFETY. 
Constitution Fort, Monday, September 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We received, last night, a letter from Mr. 
Berrien, informing us that the plan for building the forti- 
fications, with the estimation of the expenses, was trans- 
mitted to the Continental Congress. We should have 



esteemed ourselves happy, had we been consulted on this 
subject before it had been sent forward ; it was easy for 
one of our body to have waited upon the Committee of 
Safety, and have given them full satisfaction relative to the 
situation of the ground, which it is not possible for them 
to know by the plan. We conceive that an operation of 
this kind is intended for the defence of the Colony, and for 
the advantage of America in general. If we are right in 
our conjecture, Mr. Rornans's plan is not sufficient ; it will 
be only a temporary expedient, to prevent vessels going 
up the river ; and should the fortification fall into the hands 
of the Ministerial Troops, it will prove the ruin of the 
Province. Therefore, it was not possible for him to give 
you any calculation relative to the whole expense, as it 
will be absolutely necessary to extend the works; and the 
place, we are convinced, may be made impregnable, and 
the expense not enormous. It appears to us that it would 
have been much better to have calculated the amount of 
what it would cost, than to be obliged hereafter to apply 
a second time to the Continental Congress. However, we 
submit our ideas to your judgment ; it is our duty to be 
faithful to the important charge committed to our care. 
As we will not be answerable for measures we cannot con- 
duct, therefore request the favour of you, gentlemen, to 
inform us whether we are under Mr. Romans's direction,, 
or whether he is obliged to consult with us upon the mea- 
sures to be pursued. You cannot blame us for this request, 
as the safety, honour, and interest of our Country, and its 
future welfare, depend upon this important post. We think 
it our duty to give you a hint, which seems to merit your 
consideration, viz : Governour Tryon, Mr. William Bayard, 
and Major Bayard, have been up in our neighbourhood. 
His Excellency did not say any thing, but both the Bay- 
ards examined Captain Palmer, our Captain, with great 
scrutiny, in the presence of his Excellency, about the for-' 
tification, the nature of the ground, the state it was in, how 
many guns were mounted, and how many men we had. 
This happened on Saturday, at Haverstraw. We shall 
keep a look out, for we expect them near to us. Will it 
not be prudent that we should have a guard? The Min- 
ute-Men at New- Windsor want powder ; they are ready to 
come to our assistance, if they had it. We ought to have 
powder and shot for our guns, as we shall mount six this 
week, nine-pounders. 

We are, with respect, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servants, ,-, 

' bAMI'EL liVYVRT), 

Willtam^Bldlow, 
John Hanson. 

general schuyler to president of congress. 

[Read October 5, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, September 25, 1775. 

Sir: I did myself the honour to address you in a Ion" 
letter of the 19th, which I hope will come safe to hand. 

Last evening I was favoured with a letter from General 
Montgomery, (copy of which I enclose,) on the contents of 
which, and on the report of the Indian Deputies, I do 
myself the pleasure to congratulate the honourable body- 
in which you preside. 

I have made some explanatory notes on General Mont- 
gomery^ letter, which I conceived might be necessary for 
you. I made a short speech to the Indian Deputies, gave 
them a present, and they left me in high good humour, and 
with a very good opinion of our Army. 

The vexation of spirit under which I labour, that a bar- 
barous complication of disorders should prevent me from 
reaping those laurels for which I have so unweariedly 
wrought since I was honoured with this command ; the 
anxiety I have suffered since my arrival here, lest the 
Army should starve, occasioned by a scandalous want of 
subordination, and inattention to my orders in some of the 
officers that 1 left to command at the different posts; the 
vast variety of disagreeable and vexatious incidents that 
almost every hour arise in some department or other, not 
only retard my cure, but have put me considerably back 
for some days past. If Job had been a General in my 
situation, his memory had not been so famous for patience; 
but the glorious end we have in view, and which I have 
a confidential hope will be attained, will atone for all. 

The urgent necessity of an immediate supply of gold and 
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silver strikes me so forcibly, that Congress will pardon me 
if I seem importunate, and entreat them to send what can 
be got at Philadelphia by express, as none is to be had at 
Albany. 

I have discharged or ordered to be discharged every 
man that was so ill as to be rendered unfit for farther ser- 
vice during this campaign, and that was able to return to 
the place of his abode ; those that were not, I have sent 
to the hospital ; the former already amount to seven hun- 
dred and twenty-six, as per enclosed return. 

Should we render ourselves masters of Montreal, I beg 
leave to suggest that blankets and warm clothing for such 
Troops as must necessarily remain in Canada will be easier 
and much cheaper procured there than in any of the other 
Colonies; and if such an event should take place before I 
can be honoured with the commands of Congress, I shall 
take the liberty to order ten thousand pounds worth to be 
immediately purchased, as no loss can possibly be sustained 
by the publick, even should it not be wanted ; there being, 
I dare say, a number of individuals in the Colonies that 
would readily take them. 

I am, Sir, with the warmest wishes for your happiness, 
and that of Congress, your most obedient and most hum- 
ble servant, Philip Schuyler. 
To John Hancock, Esq. 

RETURN OK SICK DISCHARGED BY GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Ticonderoga, September 25, 1775. 

A Return of the Soldiers discharged, from the 20th day 
of July to the 23th day of September, 1775, both days 
inclusive; General Wooster's Regiment, 82; Col. Hin- 
man's Regiment, 250; Colonel fVaterbury's Regiment, 
173; Colonel Parsons's Regiment, 58; Colonel Easton's 
Regiment, 116; Colonel McBougall's Regiment, 19; 
Colonel Van Schaick's Regiment, 1 1 ; Colonel Clinton's 
Regiment, 1 ; Lieutenant-Colonel Warner's Regiment, 
16 ; total, 726. 

Camp near St. John's, September 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir : 1 take the opportunity of Fulmore's (a) 
return with the Oneidas, to acquaint you of our arrival here 
on the 17th, in the evening. Yesterday morning I marched, 
with five hundred men, to the north side of iSf. John's, 
where we found a party of the King's Troops, with field- 
pieces ; this party had beaten off Major Brown (b) a few 
hours before, who had imprudently thrown himself in their 
way, depending on our more early arrival, which, through 
the dilatorihess of our young Troops, could not be sooner 
effected. 

The enemy, after an ill directed fire for some minutes, 
retired with precipitation ; and lucky for them they did ; for 
had we known their situation, which the thickness of the 
woods prevented our finding out till it was too late, there 
would not a man of them have returned. The old story 
of treachery spread among the men, as soon as we saw 
the enemy : we were trepanned, drawn under the guns of 
the fort, and what not. The woodsmen (c) were not so 
expert at forming as 1 expected, and too many of them 
hung back. Had we kept silence at first, before we were 
discovered, we should have got a field-piece or two. I have 
left the five hundred men at the joining (<f) of the two 
roads ; this day I have sent them intrenching tools. Things 
seem to go well among the Canadians. It is strongly re- 
ported that the King's stores are embarked at Montreal, in 
order to be removed. I have sent Colonel Allen to Cham- 
bly, in order to raise a corps. Send me money as fast as 
possible, my dear General. Guy Johnson and Claus have 
represented us as beggarly miscreants, who have nothing 
to give away to the Indians, nor to pay for what we get. 
Fulmore will give you an account of our council. I have 
great dependance on your presence at Ticonderoga, to 
administer to our many wants. I most earnestly hope this 

(a) Fulmore, an Indian interpreter who attended the Deputies of the 
Six Nations to Caughnawuga. 

(b) Major Brown I had sent, on the 14th, with one hundred of our 
men, and about thirty-four Canadians, towards Chambly, to keep up 
the spirits of the Canadians, and to join the Army at St. John's as soon 
as it should arrive there. 

(c) "Woodsmen, I snppose the New -Hampshire people and Green 
Mountain corps. 

(<Z) Joining of the roads which lead to Chamhly and Lbngeuil, oppo. 
site to Montreal. 



may find you relieved from the acuteness of your pain ; 
a perfect cure in so short a time can hardly be expected. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, with the fullest esteem and 
respect, your most obedient servant, 

Richard Montgomery. 

P. S. On the I7th, at night, Major Brown intercepted 
eight carts, going to the Fort, laden with rum and gun car- 
riages for the vessels; those things were hid in th(Twoods, 
and were not recovered by the enemy on Brown's discom- 
fiture. 



Ticonderoga, September 24, 1775. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations sent io Canada re- 
turned this day, and made the following report : 

That, by the unskilfulness of the pilot, ihey got lost 
when they set out from Isle-aux-Noix, and fell in with St. 
John's, from whence they retired undiscovered ; that on 
the second day they got to within eight miles of Caugh- 
nawaga, and there met one hundred Indians, at different 
Nations, going to St. John's; that, in a conference with 
these, it was determined that they should return Jo Caugh- 
nawaga, to hear what the Deputies of the Six Nations had 
to say ; that two of the party which they met went to 
those Indians that were with Colonel Johnson, who, upon 
this intelligence, quitted Colonel Johnson, and went to 
Caughnawaga. When the Indians were arrived vxCaugh- 
nawaga, they met an emissary of Colonel Johnson's there, 
who, finding that the Indians would not fight against us, 
disguised himself and retired to Montreal. Colonel John- 
son, on receiving the account, sent Colonel Chits, and 
Brandt, (a Mohawk,) to invite them to come to him, and 
Claus gave a string of wampum to one of the Deputies. 
The Caughnawagas dissuaded the Deputies from goinf, 
lest they should be served like the Stockbridge Indians, 
and be made prisoners; upon which they returned the 
string, declaring that they were not sent to Johnson, but to 
the Caughnawagas; this answer pleases the latter; that 
when they delivered my message, to invite the Caughna- 
wagas to come to me at Isle-aux-Niox or St. John's, the 
Mohawk, (Brandt,) that attended Claus, exclaimed, " it is 
over with Johnson; all the Indians will quit him;" that the 
Caughnawagas were pleased with the message from the 
Six Nations, and with my invitation, and promised to com- 
ply with it; that the Deputies slept one night with them ; 
that next day the Caughnawagas retired to a distant house 
with them, where they remained one night, for fear of an 
accident; and then seven of their principal men attended 
them to General Montgomery, at St. John's, where they 
declared " that the General might depend upon it, that they 
would not take a gun in hand against us, and pay not the 
least attention to Guy Johnson, and that they would remain 
neuter." 



SUBSTANCE OF LETTERS FROM AMERICA, PUBLISHED IN THE 
LONDON GAZETTE. 

Whitehall, November 4, 1775. 

By advices lately received from His Majesty's Province 
of Quebeck, in North- America , it appears that, in the be- 
ginning of September, the Rebels, who had surprised the 
post of Ticonderoga, and had before made incursions into 
the Province of Quebeck, again invaded that country with 
a body of two thousand men, and proceeded to St. John's, 
upon Richelieu River, but were repulsed and driven back 
to the Isle-aux-Noix, by a party of Indians, who were as- 
sembled in the neighbourhood of St. John's; but the 
Rebels having made peace with the Indians, they after- 
wards penetrated farther into the country; and not bein<r 
opposed by the inhabitants, were scattered about in parties 
throughout the District which lies between Richelieu River 
and the road leading from St. John's to La Prairie. 

On the 18th of September, a body of the Rebels, con- 
sisting of about two hundred, was attacked and defeated by 
a detachment from the fort at St. John's, of half that num- 
ber, consisting of some Troops and Canadian gentlemen, 
who served as volunteers, and who suffered very little 
loss. 

In the night of the 25th of September, a party of the 
Rebels having crossed over the River St. Lawrence, from 
Longueil to Long-Point, in the Island of Montreal, with 
an intention to surprise and plunder that Town, the inhabi- 



799 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sic, SEPTEMBER, 1775. 



S00 



tants, joined by a few Troops, and commanded by Major 
Campbell, sallied out and met them about two miles from 
the.Tj3wn; when, after a pretty smart engagement, the 
Rebels, were defeajed and fled, with the loss of about fifteen 
or sixteen killed, and between thirty and forty made 
prisoners"; among the latter was one Ethan Allen, styling 
liiniselfXpJ.onelj and who commanded the party. 
w B In this action,. Major Carden, heretofore an officer of the 
Royal American Regiment, was mortally wounded, and 
died soon after. Mr. Alexander Patterson, a merchant of 
Montreal, was also dangerously wounded, and four or five 
soldiers and Canadians were killed and wounded. 

. * Early in the fall of the year, the little Army under the command 
of the Generals Schuyler and Montgomery were ordered to advance 
into Canada. I was at Ticonderoga when this order arrived; and the 
Generals, with moat of the Field-Officers, requested me to attend them 
jn.the expedition ; and though at that time I had no commission from 
Congress, yet they engaged me, that I should bo considered as an offi- 
cer, Hie same as though I had a commission ; and should, as occasion 
might require, command certain detachments of the Army. This I 
considejgd aran_honourable offer, and did not hesitate to comply with 
.it, and advanced with the Army to the Isle.anx-Noix ; from whenco 
I Jas ordered, by the General, to go in company with Major Brown, and 
^eftajn interpreters, through the woods, into Canada, with letters to the 
Canadians, and to let them know that the design of the Army was 
only against the English garrisons, and not the Country, their liberties, 
or religion ; and having, through much danger, negotiated this busi- 
ness, I returned tq the Isle-aux-Noix the fore part of September, when 
General Schuyler Teturned to Albany, and in consequence the command 
a'JYplved upon General Montgomery, whom I assisted in laying a line 
pFcircumvallatiort round the fortress St. John's. After which, I was 
ordered, by the General, to make a second tour into Canada, upon nearly 
the same design as before; and withal to observe the disposition, de- 
signs, and movements of the inhabitants of the Country. This recon- 
noitre Ijiridej-took with reluctance, choosing rather to assist at the siege 
&?,$(.; fslfn's, which was then closely invested ; but my esteem for the 
G-eneral^s person, arid opinion of him as a politician and brave officer, 
mjucedjric to proceed. 

I passed through all the Parishes on the River Sorel, to a Parish 
at the mouth of the same, which is called by the same name, preaching 
politicks ; and went from thence across the Sorel to the River St. Law- 
Tfiftpt, aH3 up the rjyer through the Parishes to Longeuil, and so far 
fttot with good success as an itinerant. In this round, my guard were 
Cqngdiajis, ra y interpreter and some few attendants excepted. On tho 
Jriorningof the 24th day of September, I set out, with my guard of about 
eighty men, from Longeuil, to go to La Prairie, from whence I deter- 
mined ig go to General Montgomery's camp ; but had not advanced two 
Utiles before I met with Major Brown, who has since been advanced to 
the rank of a Colonel, who desired me to halt, saying that he had 
somethiiig of importance to communicate to me and my confidants; 
upon which I halted the party, and went into an house, and took a 
private room with him and several of my associates, where Colonel 
Brown proposed that, "Provided I would return to Longeuil, and pro- 
cure some canoes, so as to cross the River St. Lawrence a little north 
of Montreal, he would cross it a little to the south of the Town, with 
near two hundred men, as he had boats sufficient; and that wo would 
make ourselves masters of Montreal." This plan was readily approved 
by me and those in_council ; and in consequence of which I returned 
to Longeuil, collected a few canoes, and added about thirty English 
Americans to my party, and crossed the river in the night of tho 21th, 
agreeable to the before proposed plan. My whole party, at this time, 
consisted of about one hundred and ten men, near eighty of 
whom were Canadians. We were the most of the night crossing the 
river, as we bad so few canoes that they had to pass and repass three 
times, to carry my party across. Soon after day-break, I set a guard be- 
tween me and the Town, with special orders to let no person whatever 
pass or repass them, and another guard on the other end of the road, 
with like directions; in the mean time, I reconnoitred the best ground to 
make a defence, expecting Colonel Brown's party was landed on the 
other side of tho Town, he having, the day before, agreed to give three 
huzzas with his men early in the morning, which signal I was to return, 
that we might each know that both parties were landed ; but the sun, 
by this time, being near two hours high, and the sign failing, I began 
to conclude myself to be in a premunire, and would have crossed the 
river back again, but I knew the enemy would have discovered such 
an attempt ; and, as there could not more than one-third part of my 
Troops cross at one. time, tho other two.thirds would of course fall into 
their hands. This I could not reconcile to my own feelings as a man, 
.much less as an officer: 1 therefore concluded to maintain the ground, 
if possible, and all to fare alike. In consequence of this resolution, I 
despatched, two messengers, one to La Prairie, to Colonel Brown, and 
, the other to L'Assomption, a French settlement, to Mr. Walker, who 
was in our interest,. requesting their speedy assistance, giving them, at 
the same time, to understand iny critical situation : In tho mean time, 
sundry persons came to my guards, protending to be friends, but were 
Dy theni taken prisoners and brought to me. These I ordered to con- 
finement, till their friendship could be farther confirmed ; for I was 
jealous .they were spies, as they proved to bs afterwards: One of the 
principal of them making his escape, exposed tho weakness of my 
party, which was the final cause of my misfortune ; for I have been 
since informed that Mr. Walker, agreeable to my desire, exerted him. 
self, and had raised a considerable number of men for my assistance, 
which brought him into difficulty afterwards ; but, upon hearing of my 
misfortune, he disbanded them again. 

The Town of Montreal was in a great tumult. General Carleton and 
the royal party made, every preparation to go on board their vessels of 
force, as I was afterwards informed; but the spy, escaping from my 
guard to the Town, occasioned an alteration in their policy, and em- 
boldened GfenetalCffrferon to send the force, which he had there collect- 
ed, out against me. I had previously chosen my ground, but when I 
saw the_n.ujnb_er.p£tho_ enemy, as they sallied out of the Town, I per- 
ceived il would EieFi day of trouble, if not of rebuke ; but I had no 



Philadelphia, October 20, 1775. 

By accounts from Canada, we learn that, on the 25th 
of September last, Colonel Ethan Allen* prompted by am- 
bition, had imprudently, without orders, crossed over from 
Longeuil, with thirty of his own men and fifty Canadians, 
in order to get possession of Montreal. Colonel Prescoti, 
hearing of his coming, engaged a number of people from 
the suburbs, at half a joe per man, to join a party of Regu- 
lars from the garrison, and to go out against him. They 
met about two miles from the Town, when a smart engage- 
ment ensued, which lasted upwards of two hours. The 
enemy had two field-pieces. After a long engagement, 

chance to flee, as Montreal was situated on an island, and the River 
St. Lawrence cut off my communication to General Montgomery's 
camp. I encouraged my soldiery to bravely defend themselves, that 
we should soon have help, and that we should be able to keep tho 
ground, if no more. This, and much more, I affirmed with the greatest 
seeming assurance, and which in reality I thought to bo in some degreo 
probable. 

The enemy consisted of not more than forty regular Troops, together 
with a mixed multitude, chiefly Canadians, with a number of English 
who lived in the Town, and some Indians; in all, to the number of 
near five hundred. 

The reader will notice that most of my party were Canadians; indoed 
it was a motley parcel of soldiery which composed both parties. How- 
ever, the enemy began the attack from wood-piles, ditches, buildings, 
and such like places, at u considerable distance, and I returned the rim 
from a situation more than equally advantageous. The attack began 
between two and three o'clock in the afternoon, just Before which I 
ordered a volunteer, by the name of Richard Young, with a detachment 
of nine men as a flank guard, which, under the cover of the bank of the 
river, could not only annoy the enemy, but at the same time serve as 
a flank guard to the left of the main body. 

The fire continued for some time on both sides ; and I was confident 
that such a remote method of attack could not carry this ground, pro. 
vided it should be continued till night. But near half tho body of the 
enemy began to flank round to my right ; upon which I ordered a 
volunteer, by the name of John Dugan, who hadlived many years In 
Canada, and understood the French language, to detach about fifty of 
the Canadians, and post himself at an advantageous ditch, which was 
on my right, to prevent my being surrounded. He advanced with the 
detachment, but, instead of occupying the post, made his escape," as 
did likewise Mr. Young upon the left, with their detachments. I soon 
perceived that the enemy was in possession of the ground which Du- 
gan should have occupied. At this time I had but about forty-five men 
with me, some of whom were wounded ; the enemy kept closing round 
me, nor was it in my power to prevent it ; by which means my situa- 
tion, which was advantageous in the first part of the attack, ceased to 
be so in the last; and, being almost entirely surrounded with such vast 
unequal numbers, I ordered a retreat, but found that those of the ene- 
my, who were of the country, and their Indians, could run as fast as 
my men, though the Regulars could not. Thus I retreated near a mile, 
and some of the enemy, with the savages, kept flanking me, and others 
crowded hard in the rear. In fine, I expected, in a very short time, to 
try the world of spirits : for I was apprehensive that no quarter would 
be given to me, and therefore had determined to sell my life as: dear as 
I could. One of the enemy's officers, boldly pressing in the rear, dis- 
charged his fusee at me ; the ball whistled near me, as did many others 
that day. I returned the salute, and missed him, as running had put us 
both out of breath; for I conclude we wore not frighted : I then saluted 
him with my tongue in a harsh manner, and told him fliat, inasmuch 
as his numbers were so far superiour to mine, I would surrender, provil 
ded I could be treated with honour, and be assured of good quarter for 
myself and the men who were with me ; and he answered I should ; 
another officer, coming up directly after, confirmed tho treaty; upon 
which I agreed to surrender with my party, which then consisted of 
thirty-one effective men, and seven wounded. I ordered them to ground 
their arms, which they did. 

The officer I capitulated with then directed me and my party to 
advance towards him, which was done ; I handed him my sword, and in 
half a minute after, a savage, part of whose head was.shavcd, being 
almost naked, and painted, with feathers intermixed with the hair of 
the other sido of his head, came running to me with an incredible swift- 
ness; he seemed to advance with more than mortal speed; "as lie approach, 
ed near me, his hellish visage was beyond all description ; snakes' eyes 
appear innocent in comparison of his ; his features distorted ; malice, 
death, murder, and the wrath of devils and damned spirits, arcthc 
emblems of his countenance; and, in loss than twelve feet of mo, pre. 
sentod his firelock. At the instant of his present, I twitched the officer 
to whom I gave my sword between me and the savage, but he flew 
round with groat fury, trying to single me out to shoot mi!, without- 
killing the officer; but by this time I was near as nimble as ho, keeping 
the officer in such a position that his danger was my defence; but, in 
loss than than a half a minute, J was attacked by just sucij another 
imp of hell. Then I made the officer fly around with incredible veloci- 
ty, for a few seconds of time, when I perceived a Canadian, who had 
lost one eye, as appeared afterwards, taking my part against the 
savages ; and in an instant an Irishman came to my assistance with 
a fixed bayonet, and drove away tho fiends, swearing by Jasus he 
would kill them. This tragick scene composed my mind. The es- 
caping from so awful a death made even imprisonment happy ; the 
more so, as my conquerors on the field treated me with great civility 
and politeness. 

The regular officers said that they wore very happy to sec Colonel 
Allen. I answered them, that I should rather choose to have seen 
them at General Montgomery's camp. The gentlemen replied, that they 
gave full credit to what I said, and, as I walked to the Town, which 
was, as I should guess, more than two miles, a British officer walking 
at my right hand, and one of the French noblesse at my left; the lat- 
ter of which, in tho action, had his eyebrow carried awaybya glanctno- 
shot, but was nevertheless very merry ami facetious, and no abus.q was 
offered me till I came to the barrack-yard, at Montreal, where I met 



ffWBWH 



801 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Stc, SEPTEMBER, 1775. 



802 



our party were obliged to retire. Colonel Allen and two 
or three of his men were taken prisoners, and about as many 
were wounded; the rest returned to their friends. By 
the best accounts, we learn that a considerable number of 
the enemy were killed and wounded. 



COLONEL ETHAN ALLEN TO GENERAL PEESCOTT. 

September 25, 1775. 

Honourable Sir: In the wheel of transitory events, I 
find myself prisoner, and in irons : probably your Honour 
has certain reason?, to me inconceivable, though I challenge 
an instance of this sort of economy of the Americans, during 
the late war, towards any officers of the Crown. 

General Prescott, who asked me my name, which I told him. He then 
asked me whether I was that Colonel Allen who took Ticonderoga. 
I told him I was the very man. Then he shook his cane over my head, 
calling many hard names, among which he frequently used the word 
rebel, and put himself in a great rage. I told him ho would do well 
not to cane me, for I was not accustomed to it, and shook my fist at him, 
telling him that was the beetle of mortality for him, if he ofForod to 
strike ; upon which Captain McCloud, of the British, pulled him by the 
skirt, and whispered to him, as he afterwards told me, to this import : 
that it was inconsistent with his honour to strike a prisoner. He then 
ordered a Sergeant's command, witli fixed bayonets, to come forward 
and kill thirteen Canadians, which were included in the treaty afore- 
said. 

It cut me to the heart to see the Canadians in so hard a case, in 
consequence of their having been true to me ; they were wringing their 
hands, saying their prayers, as I concluded, and expected immediate 
death, I therefore stepped between the executioners and the Cana. 
dians, opened my clothes, and told General Prescott to thrust his bayo. 
net into my breast, for I was the sole cause of the Canadians taking up 
arms — the guard, in the mean time, rolling their eye-balls from the Gene- 
ral to me, as though impatiently waiting his dread commands to shoath 
their bayonets in my heart; I could, however, plainly discern that he 
was in a. suspense and quandary about the matter. This gave me addi- 
tional hopes of succeeding ; for my design was not to die, but save 
the Canadians by a finesse. The General stood a minute, when he 
made me the following reply: " I will not execute you now ; but you 
shall grace a halter at Tyburn, God damn you." 

I remember I disdained his mentioning such a place; 1 was, not- 
withstanding, a little pleased with the expression, as it significantly 
conveyed to me the idea of postponing the present appearance of 
death ; besides, his sentence was by no means final, as to gracing a 
h liter, although I had anxiety about it after I landed in England, as 
the. reader will find in the course of this histoiy. General Prescott 
then ordered one of his officers to take me on board the Gaspee 
schooner of war, and confine me, hands and feet in irons, which was 
done the same afternoon I was taken. 

The action continued an hour and three-quarters, by the watch, 
and I know not to this day how many of my men were killed, though 
I am certain there were but few. If I remember right, seven were 
wounded ; one of them, William Stewart by name, was wounded by a 
savage with, a tomahawk, after he was taken prisoner and disarmed, but 
was rescued by some of the generous enemy, and so far recovered of his 
wounds that he afterwards went with the other prisoners to England. 

Of the enemy were killed, a Major Carden, who had been wounded 
in eleven different battles, and an eminent merchant, Patterson, of 
Montreal, and some others; but I never knew their whole loss, as their 
accounts were different. I am apprehensive that it is rare that so 
much ammunition was expended, and so little execution done by it ; 
though such of my party as stood the ground behaved with great for- 
titude, much exceeding that of the enemy, but were not the best of 
marksmen, and, I am apprehensive, were all killed or taken ; the 
wounded were all put into the hospital at Montreal, and those that 
were not were put on board of different vessels in the river, and shackled 
together by pairs, viz : two men fastened together by one handcuff, 
being closely fixed to one wrist of each of them, and treated with the 
greatest severity, nay, as criminals. 

I now come to the description of the irons which were put on me. 
The handcuff was of a. common size and form, but my leg irons, I 
should imagine, would weigh thirty pounds ; the bar was eight feet 
long, and very substantial ; the shackles, which encompassed my 
ancles, were very tight. I was told by the officer who put them on, 
that it was the King's plate, and I heard other of their officers say that 
it would weigh forty weight. The irons were so close upon my ancles, 
that I cou.Id.not lie down in any other manner than on my back. I 
was put into the lowest and most wretched part of the vessel, where I 
got the favoiirof 4. chest to sit on ; the same answered for my bed at 
night ;• and having procured some little blocks of the guard, who day 
arid night, with fixed bayonets, watched over me, to lie under each end 
of the large bar of my leg irons, to preserve my ancles from galling, 
while I sat on the chest, or lay back on the same, though most of the 
time, night and day, I sat on it ; but at length, having a desire to lie 
down on my side, which the closeness of the irons forbid, I desired the 
Captain to loosen them for that purpose, but was denied the favour. 
The Captain's name was Royal, who did not seem to be an ill-natured 
man, but oftentimes said that his express orders were to treat me with 
such severity, which was disagreeable to his own feelings ; nor did he 
ever jrlsuUme, though many others who came on board did. One of 
the officers, by the name of Bradley, was very generous to me ; he 
would often send me victuals from his own table ; nor did a day fail 
but that he sent me a good drink of grog. 

The reader is now invited back to the time I was put into irons. I 
requested the privilege to write to General Prescott, which was grant- 
ed. T reminded him of the kind and generous manner of my treatment 
of the prisoners. I took at Ticonderoga, the injustice and ungentleman- 
like usage which I had met with from him, and demanded gentleman- 
like usage, but received no answer from him. I soon after wrote to 
General Carleton, which met the same success. Jn the mean while, 

many of those who were permitted to see me were very insulting. 

Allen's Narrative. 



On my part, I have to assure your Honour, that when 
I had the command, and took Captain Delaplace and 
Lieutenant Felton, with the garrison of Ticonderoga, I 
treated them with every mark of friendship and generosity, 
the evidence of which is notorious, even in Canada. I 
have only to add, that I expect an honourable and humane 
treatment, as an officer of my rank and merit should have; 
and subscribe myself your Honour's most obedient humble 
servant, Ethan Allen. 

To General Prescott. 
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COMMITTEE OF ROCHESTER TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 

Rochester, September 25, 1775. 

May it please your Honours : The Town beg leave 
to make the following objections against Enoch Hammond 
being appointed one of the Justices of the Peace for the 
County of Plymouth : 

Objection 1st. He refusing to serve the Town as one 
of the Committee of Correspondence. 

Objection 2d. He refusing to act in Town-Meeting for 
the space of about one year last past, and having received 
a Justice of the Peace's place just before Hutchinson's 
departure. 

Objection 3d. He refusing to sign the league and cove- 
nant which the inhabitants of this Town signed, and having 
used his influence to the contrary. 

Objection 4th. Said Hammond affirmed that America, 
from Nova-Scotia to West-Florida, was a manless mob. 

AH of which hath given great umbrage and uneasiness 
to the inhabitants of this Town. Therefore humbly pray 
your Honours not to appoint him, as it will be very disa- 
greeable to the inhabitants of said Town, and have unhappy 
consequences to the community. These things we beg 
leave to offer and prove, if called upon. Furthermore, 
the Town humbly beg leave to recommend Major Ebene- 
zcr White and Mr. David Wing to be Justices of the 
Peace in said Town. 

By order of the Committee appointed for that purpose : 

John Doty, Chairman. 

To the Honourable the President of the Council of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay. 



ADDRESS OF THE MAYOR, ETC., OF GREAT YARMOUTH. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, Burgesses, and Com- 
monalty of the Borough of Great Yarmouth, in Common 
Council assembled, presented to His Majesty by Charles 
Townshend, Esq., one of their Representatives in Parlia- 
ment. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Burgesses, and Commonalty of the Bo- 
rough of Great Yarmouth, in Common Council assembled, 
beg leave, at this important juncture, to lay at your Ma- 
jesty's feet the strongest assurances of our faithful and 
zealous attachment to your Majesty's royal person, and to 
the supreme Legislature of Great Britain. 

We have observed the tender and humane reluctance 
with which your Majesty and the Parliament have entered 
upon measures of coercion against your Majesty's disobe- 
dient subjects in America, and at the same time we cannot 
but have remarked, with the deepest concern, that the de- 
mands of those deluded men have risen in proportion to 
the unwillingness they have seen in the Parent State to 
have recourse to measures of force, till at length some of 
your Majesty's Colonies have dared to enter into an open 
rebellion. Their Troops have taken the field, money has 
been raised to pay them, and an illegal assembly now sit- 
ting at Philadelphia has usurped, and is executing with a 
heavy hand, those powers which have been denied to the 
Legislature of Great Britain. 

In this situation of affairs, we think it our duty to ex- 
press our abhorrence of the rebellion now carrying on in 
America, and to make a tender of our lives and fortunes 
towards the suppression of it ; beseeching your Majesty to 
take care that your Empire be not dismembered, nor the 
supreme authority of the British Legislature impaired. 
Exert, great Sir, your whole force, should it be necessary, 
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in' the support of those important objects; when they are 
secured, we know, from the experience we have had of 
the mildne ss of your Majesty's disposition, that you will 
restore peace to your misguided subjects in America, with 
as much pleasure as you have evidently had pain in enter- 
ing upon hostile measures against them. 

Given under our common seal, at our Guildhall, the 26th 
day of September, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 
TAUNTON. 

Address of the Mayor, Justice, Aldermen, Capita! and 
Inferiour Burgesses of the Borough and Town of Taun- 
ton, in Common Council assembled, presented. to His Ma- 
jesty by Colonel Roberts, the Mayor. 

i< JrTo the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

SiKErWe, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Mayor, Justice, Aldermen, Capital and Inferiour 
Burgesses of the Borough and Town of Taunton, in Com- 
mon Council assembled, truly sensible of the many bless- 
ings we enjoy, under your Majesty's mild and auspicious 
Government, beg leave most humbly to approach the 
throne with our unfeigned thanks for the happiness which, 
next under God, we owe to your Majesty's paternal care 
and ttpjJerness, and which, under Divine Providence, have 
brought this Country to its present height of glory and 
power. : 

The wisdom of your Majesty's Councils, the benevo- 
lence afla goodness of your heart, would have preserved a 
continuance, of those blessings to the whole Empire, if un- 
fortunately there did not exist, here as well as in America, 
men who, void of all principle, are hardened enough, at 
the expense of every duty they owe your Majesty and 
their Country, to become at Once (under the mask of pa- 
triotism) disrespectful to your sacred person, and disturbers 
of the publick peace. Their machinations have driven 
headlong the Americans into a rebellion, which cowardice 
only prevents their joining in. 

In jhjs jjarming crisis it is our duty, and we do most 
cheerfully offer your Majesty our lives and properties in 
support of your person, crown, and dignity; and we rely 
on your Majesty, that the indubitable rights of this King- 
dom will be inviolably preserved, and the traitorous attempts 
to subvert its legislative authority in America will never 
be submitted to, nor a successful rebellion be suffered to 
sully the glory of your Majesty's reign. 

Given under our common seal, this twenty-second day 
ol September, 1775. 

■ John Roberts, Mayor. 

ADDRESS OF THE PRINCIPAL INHABITANTS OF THE BO- 
ROUGH OF TAUNTON. 

Address of the principal Inhabitants and Manufacturers 
of the Borough and Town of Taunton, in the County of 
Somerset, presented to His Majesty by John Cabbell, M. 
D., one of the Aldermen. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the principal Inhabitants and 
Manufacturers of the Borough and Town of Taun- 
ton, in the County of Somerset. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

Truly sensible of the many blessings we enjoy under 
your Majesty's mild and auspicious reign, permit us to 
approach your throne, and express our abhorrence of the 
deluded spirit which prevails in your Colonies of America, 
where niost of the inhabitants are in arms and open rebel- 
lion against your crown and the laws of this Realm. 

We beg leave to give your Majesty the most solemn 
assurances, that we shall be ready on all occasions to sacri- 
fice whatsoever is dear and valuable to us, to enable your 
Majesty to bring your rebellious subjects in America to a 
just sense of their duty, to defend your royal person and 
illustrious family, and support our Constitution, both in 
Church and State. 

PETITION FROM THE TOWN OF TAUNTON. 

. Petition from the Town of Taunton, signed by one hun- 
dred and fifty-four of the Inhabitants and principal Manu- 



facturers, presented to His Majesty, at St. James's, by Mr. 
Pojiham, one of their Representatives. 

To the King's Most Sacred Majesty. 

May it please your Majesty : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, fnhabi- 
tants and principal manufacturers of the Town of Taunton, 
in the County of Somerset, fully sensible of the blessings 
we enjoy under your Majesty's Government, beg leave to 
approach your Majesty with our most humble address and 
supplications. ~ " 

We conceive that the Act of Navigation, which has been 
recognised by our fellow-subjects in America, secures all 
the wealth of the Colonies to this Country. 

We are apprehensive that your Majesty's just preroga- 
tive may suffer some infringement by revenue laws being 
made in this Kingdom for the Colonies, which are not 
represented ; because we conceive that your Majesty alone 
has the right of asking aids from the Colonies, in the same 
constitutional manner that your Majesty receives i supplies 
from this Kingdom and from Ireland, and because your 
Majesty's sole power to give the force of laws to the acts 
of the Provinces is one principal bond of union between 
them and the whole Empire. 

As we trust that your Majesty has not any subjects more 
firmly attached to your royal person and this Constitution 
than ourselves, or more ready to risk their lives or fortunes 
in support of both, so we think it consistent with our duty 
to say, that the occasion of a victory on either side, oveT 
any part of your Majesty's subjects, is always tote lament- 
ed, as diminishing the number of your people, and conse- 
quently detrimental to your Majesty's dignity, to the man- 
ufactories of this Town, and to the trade and navigation of 
this Kingdom. 

And as we conceive that a happy reconciliation between 
Great Britain and the Colonies will save this Nation a 
great effusion of blood and expense of treasure, we there- 
fore most humbly implore your Majesty's gracious consi- 
deration for obtaining these valuable purposes. 

And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Tuunton, September 26, 1775. 



SUPPORTERS OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS, 

London Tavern, September 26, 1775. 

Stephen Sayre, Esq., in the chair. 

Resolved, unanimously, That it be recommended to those 
Members of this Society who have seats in Parliament to 
use their utmost endeavours in putting a stop to the ruin- 
ous and unnatural war against our fellow-subjects in Ame- 
rica. 

Resolved, unanimously, That it be recommended to 
those Members of this Society who have seats in Parlia- 
ment to endeavour to heal the unhappy divisions between 
this Country and America, and to establish a connection 
between the two Countries upon the glorious principles of 
equal liberty. 

Resolved, unanimously, That it be recommended to 
those Members of this Society who have seats in Parlia- 
ment to oppose the imposition of any additional taxes for 
carrying on the war against America; the people of this 
Country being already overburdened with taxes, and great- 
ly affected by the suspension of their most valuable com- 
merce with oiir much injured and oppressed Colonies. 

Resolved, That the next meeting of this Society be on 
Tuesday, the 24th of October next. 

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Philadelphia, September 26, 1775. 

Sir: Upon considering your letter of the 4th August, 
the following points appeared so exceedingly important, 
that I am directed to desire you will consult such of your 
officers as you think proper, upon the most prudent and 
effectual methods of accomplishing them. These are, the 
continuation of the Army now under your command in the 
service of the Continent, after the terms of the enlistment 
shall have been completed ; the reducing the several corps 
of Provincials which at present compose your Army into 
one body of Continental Forces ; what number wjl) be 
necessary for thewinter campaign ; what rations shall be 
allowed the men ; and what farther regulations may ba 
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necessary for the government of those Forces. Upon these 
heads the Congress wish to be favoured with the result of 
your deliberations as soon as possible, as the time of enlist- 
ment in Connecticut draws to a conclusion. 

The Congress desire you will take the proper steps to 
provide your Troops with necessary cover and fuel for the 
winter, as it is highly probable that the service of the 
Army will be wanted during that whole season, at least; 
and that you lay before Congress an estimate of the ex- 
pense which may be necessary for these services. 

As making any alterations in the present appointment 
of the officers of different Colonies, and the reduction of 
those Regiments which cannot be completed to their full 
establishment, may create great jealousies and uneasiness, 
the Congress are of opinion, at present, no step should be 
taken therein, as the new modelling the whole is so soon 
expected, when those inconveniences may be remedied 
without danger. 

The Congress desire you will give them your opinion, 
whether the pay of the private men, which is considered 
as very high, may not be reduced, and how much. 

Agreeable to the order of the Congress, I enclose you 
a copy of a letter from General Schuyler, with sundry 
papers enclosed. 

Application having been made to Congress for the dis- 
charge of Colonel John Fenton, at present confined at 
Hartford, they passed a resolution that he be allowed to 
proceed to New-York, and from thence to London, upon 
his giving his parole not to take up arms against the Con- 
tinent during the present contest. 

It is determined by Congress that you issue a commis- 
sion to Mr. Gridley as Colonel only, and suspend the 
appointment of a Brigadier-General for the present. They 
recommend to you to grant commissions to Messrs. Bose, 
Scammell, and Samuel Brewer, as Brigade-Majors. 

The me'morial from Mr. Tudor, the Judge-Advocate, 
was laid before the Congress; and, upon consideration, it 
was resolved that he be allowed and paid fifty dollars per 
month, for himself and clerk, from the time of his appoint- 
ment ; and I transmit him, by this express, his commission, 
and the resolution of Congress. 

Some difficulty having arisen in the settlement of the 
account of the several Rifle Companies, as to supplies of 
money, and particularly with respect to Colonel Thomp- 
son, and the Congress having, on the 29th of July last, 
advanced to Colonel Thompson five thousand dollars, for 
the service of his Battalion, I am directed to desire you 
will order Colonel Thompson to exhibit to you an account 
of the expenditure of the said five thousand dollars, which 
you will please to transmit to me, to be laid before the 
Congress, by which the several accounts may be easily 
accommodated. 

I have nothing farther in charge to communicate. You 
will please to return Fessenden as soon as you conveniently 
can. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect and esteem, 

Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

rr- ^. t Tii i ■ John Hancock, President. 

To General Washington. 

P. S. I have sent you eleven bundles, containing five 
hundred and fifty commissions. 



RICHARD HENRY LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, September 26, 1775. 

Dear Sib : Two days ago I arrived here, from Virginia, 
which the late short adjournment just allowed me time to 
visit and return from. I brought two letters from thence, 
for you, which come with this. Having some business 
with Colonel Mason, I travelled that road ; and having 
sent to your lady, to know if she had any commands this 
way, had the pleasure to learn that all were well at Mount 
Vernon. As I suppose it will be agreeable to you to know 
what is passing in Virginia, I have enclosed you the pro- 
ceedings of our last Convention, with tvVo of Purdie's 
Gazettes. 1 am greatly obliged to you for your favour of 
August the 29tb, and you may be assured I shall pay 
great attention to it. When I mentioned securing the 
entrance of the Harbour of Boston, it was more in the way 
of wishing it could be done, than as conceiving it very 
practicable. However, the reasons you assign are most 



conclusive against the attempt. I assure you that, so far 
as I can judge from the conversation of men, instead of 
there being any who think you have not done enough, the 
wonder seems lo be thai you have done so much. I believe 
there is not a man of common sense, who is void of pre- 
judice, in the world, but greatly approves the discipline 
you have introduced into the camp ; since reason and ex- 
perience join in proving that without discipline armies 
are fit only for the contempt and slaughter of their enemies. 
Your labours are no doubt great, both of mind and body ; 
but if the praise of the present and future times can be any 
compensation, you will have a plentiful portion of that. 
Of one thing you may certainly rest assured, that the 
Congress will do every thing in their power to make your 
most weighty business easy to you. 1 think you could not 
possibly have appointed a better man for his present office 
than Mr. Mifflin. He is a singular man, and you will cer- 
tainly meet with the applause of all good men by promo- 
ting and countenancing real merit and publick virtue, in 
opposition to all private interests and partial affections. 
You will see, in the proceedings of our Convention, that 
they have agreed to raise the pay of our Rifle officers and 
men to the Virginia standard. It may, perhaps, encour- 
age them to be told this. 

We have no better accounts from England.; but from 
what we have had, that can be relied on, it seems almost 
certain that our enemies there must shortly meet with a 
total overthrow. The entire failure of all tlieir schemes, 
and the rising spirit of the people, strongly expressed by 
the remonstrance of the Livery of London to the Kin<r, 
clearly denote this. The Ministry had their sole reliance 
on the impossibility of the Americans finding money to sup- 
port an Army, on the great aid their cause would receive 
from Canada, and consequent triumph of their forces over 
the liberties and rights of America. The reverse of all 
this has happened ; and very soon, now, our commercial 
resistance will begin sorely to distress the people at large. 
The Ministerial recruiting business in England has entirely 
failed them. The ship-builders in the royal yards have 
mutinied; and now they are driven, as to their last resort, 
to seek for soldiers in the Highlands of Scotland. But 
it seems the greatest willingness of the people there can 
not supply more than one or two thousand men — a num- 
ber rather calculated to increase their disgrace than to give 
success to their cause. 

I beg your pardon for engaging your attention so long, 
and assure you that I am, with unfeigned esteem, dear Sir, 
your affectionate friend and countryman, 

Richard Henry Lee. 



SAMUEL ADAMS TO ELBRtDGE GERRY. 

Philadelphia, September 26, 1775. 

My Dear Sir: I arrived in this City on the 12th inst., 
having rode full three hundred miles on horseback, an ex- 
ercise which I have not used for many years past: I think 
it has contributed to the establishment of my health, for 
which I am obliged to my friend Mr. John Adams, who 
kindly offered me one of his horses the day after we sat off 
from Watertown. 

I write you this letter principally to put you in mind of 
the promise you made me to give me intelligence of what 
is doing in our Assembly and the camp. Believe me, Sir, 
it is of great importance that we should be informed of 
every circumstance of our affairs. The eyes of friends 
and foes are attentively fixed on our Province, and if jea- 
lousy or envy can sully its reputation, you may depend 
upon it they will not miss the opportunity. It behooves our 
friends, therefore, to be very circumspect, and in all their 
publick conduct to convince the world that they are in- 
fluenced not by partial or private motives, but altogether 
with a view of promoting the publick welfare. 

Some of our military gentlemen have, I fear, disgraced 
us; it is then important that every anecdote that concerTTs 
a man of real merit among them, and such I know there 
are, be improved, as far as decency will admit of it, to 
their advantage, and the honour of a Colony which, for its 
zeal in the great cause, as well as its sufferings, deserves 
so much of America. 

Until I visited Head-Quarters at Cambridge, I had 
never heard of the valour of Prescott at Bunker's Hill 
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norjhejngenuity of Knox and Waters, in planning the 
celebrated ^ MQtks__aX. Roxbury. We were told here that 
there were none in our camp who understood the business 
of an Engineer, or any thing more than the manual exercise 
of the gun. This we had from great authority, and for 
want of more certain intelligence were obliged at least to 
be silent. There are many military geniuses at present 
unemployed and overlooked, who, 1 hope, when the Army 
is new modelled, will be sought after and invited into the 
service of their Country. They must be sought after, for 
modest merit declines pushing itself into publick view. I 
know your disinterested zeal, and therefore need add no 
mofe than , to, assure you that I am, with cordial esteem, 
your friend, 

Elbridge Gerry, Esq., Watertown. 



esteemed proper electors; and by such resolves our ene- 
mies will be cut off from one of their most plausible 
arguments against us. 

I am, my countrymen, yours, Essex. 



Samuel Adams. 



fHCSMAND BALL TO JOSEPH SHIPPEN, JR. 

Sunbury, September 26, 1775. 

Sir: William Maclay, Esq., being at present so much 
indisposed as renders him incapable of writing, I have the 
honour, by his directions, to inform you that a party of the 
Connecticut intruders, supposed to be a detachment from 
Colonel Butler's Regiment, consisting, as nearly as can be 
conjectured, of three hundred men, arrived last Saturday 
night at Freeland's mill, on the Warnour's Run, about 
thirteen miles distance from this Town, where we are in- 
fofmed they immediately began to intrench themselves; 
and as, they brought neither women nor children, but, in- 
stead of them, fortifying and intrenching tools, with the 
additional circumstance of some of the sellers of lands 
in' this County, under Connecticut rights, being of the party, 
we cannot consider their visit as amicable. In consequence 
of which, a Company, consisting of about fifty men, left 
this Town at one o'clock yesterday, in order to join other 
Companies of the County, to meet and demand the rea- 
son of this intrusion and hostile appearance. This being 
wrote early in the morning, by a gentleman who is just 
setting off for Philadelphia, cannot at present gain farther 
intelligence, but in a few days shall transmit you an ac- 
count of their and our farther proceedings. If the state of 
our County with regard to arms and ammunition will be 
satisfactory to you, Captain Hunter can inform you there- 
of, from a letter which the bearer carries, as well as his own 
knowledge. 

I am, with great respect, your very humble servant, 

Thomand Ball. 
To Joseph Shippen, Esq. 

TO THE PUBLICK. 

Morris County, New.Jersey, September 26, 1775. 

Dear Countrymen: In a day of publick calamity like 
this, arising from oppression, every benevolent mind ought 
to be engaged for the defence of the rights of mankind, 
and in particular should endeavour to remove all cause of 
oppression, complaint, and disunion, among ourselves, and 
\o stop, as much as possible, the mouths of our adversaries, 
who will omit the use of no plausible argument against 
the justice oT our cause, and the probability of its success ; 
such is, the. design of this letter. 

The Honourable Continental Congress, and the late Pro- 
vincial Congress of this Province, have adopted the old 
mode of electing Representatives, who have power to tax 
those Colonies from whence they are chosen. By this 
mode, many true friends to their Country, who are obliged 
to pay taxes, are excluded from the privilege of a vote in 
the choice of those by whom they are to be taxed, or even 
called out to sacrifice their lives. This is a real grievance, 
yet one that may easily be redressed ; for many of the 
members of the present Provincial Congress begin to give 
a serious attention to the complaints of the people on this 
account, and all our Congresses know that one part of His 
Majesty's subjects have no right to tax another part of 
their fellow-subjects, without their consent, given by them- 
selves or their Representatives. Nothing is therefore 
necessary, in order to obtain redress, but a number of pe- 
titions from several Towns and Counties in each Province 
for that purpose. They will undoubtedly resolve, that no 
one shall be taxed who is excluded from a vote in the 
elections ; and will also resolve who shall for the future be 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, September 26, 1775. 

Sir: I did myself the honour to address you in a long 
letter of the 20th, which I hope will come safe to hand. 

The day before yesterday I was favoured with a letter 
from General Montgomery, (copy of which enclosed.) on 
the contents of which, and on the report of the Indian 
Deputies, I do myself the pleasure to congratulate your 
Excellency. I have made some explanatory notes on 
General Montgomery's letter, which 1 conceived might be 
necessary for you. 

I made a short speech to the Indian Deputies ; gave 
them a present, and they left me in high good humour, 
and with a very good opinion of our Army. 

The vexation of spirit under which I labour, that a bar- 
barous complication of disorders should prevent me from 
reaping those laurels for which I have unweariedly wrought 
since I was honoured with this command ; the anxiety I 
have suffered since my arrival here, lest the Army should 
starve, occasioned by a scandalous want of subordination 
and inattention to my orders in some of the officers that I 
left to command at the different posts ; the vast variety of 
disagreeable and vexatious incidents that almost every hour 
arise in some department or other, not only retard my cure, 
but have put me considerably back for some days past. If 
Job had been a General in my situation, his memory had 
not been so famous for patience ; but the glorious end we 
have in view, and which I have a confident hope will be 
attained, will atone for all. 

I have discharged or ordered to be discharged every man 
that was so ill as to be unfit for farther service during this 
campaign, and that was able to return to the place of his 
abode. Those that were not, I have sent to the hospital. 
The former already amount to seven hundred and twenty- 
six, as per the enclosed return. My best wishes attend 
your Excellency and the gentlemen with you, 

I am, dear Sir, with the most sincere esteem, your very 
obedient humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

His Excellency General Washington, he, he. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, September 26, 1775. 

Sir: In consequence of your letter of the 18th instant, 
we have sent out our small armed vessel, with orders to 
Capt. Whipple to relinquish the voyage to Bermuda, and to 
prolong his cruise for the packet to the 6th of October. 

Agreeable to your advice, I have communicated the pro- 
posed adventure to Bayonne to the Congress, and most 
heartily wish it may be pursued, a§ the ability and integrity 
of Du Ville are perfectly relied upon here. The follow- 
ing extract from Governour TrumbulVs letter to me, of the 
18th instant, will inform you of his sentiments respecting 
the enterprise, and of his reasons for declining to take a 
part in it: " In mine of the 11 th instant, in answer to your 
esteemed favour of the 9th, I acquainted you with my 
purpose to lay your letter before my Council, on Thurs- 
day, the 14th instant ; which I did. They approve your 
proposition. The way appears to them promising. At 
the same time, we have advanced money so largely for that 
article, and have great reason to expect a supply in a 
similar method, that they judge it not expedient for us to 
proceed farther at this time. It is an article that requires 
our attention, and wish every method that appears probable 
to obtain it may be pursued. I hope General Washington 
will hearken to your application, and suitably encourage 
and promote your generous design." 

The time for which the combined Army was enlisted 
being nearly expired, it is of great importance to provide 
some method for re-enlisting them, in order to keep up a 
sufficient force to restrain the enemy during the winter 
and to take the field in the spring. My anxious concern 
on this head, which appears to me to be of the last im- 
portance, will excuse my suggesting to you the necessity of 
giving it the earliest attention, as I greatly fear difficulties 
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may arise which will require time to obviate ; and I can 
safely assure you of the concurrence of this Colony in every 
prudent measure for the effecting this most essential point. 
I am, with great truth and respect, Sir, your Excellen- 
cy's most humble and most obedient servant, 
General Washington. Nicholas Cooke. 

P. S. Since the sailing of the small vessel, I observe in 
the New-York paper that a packet is arrived there from 
Falmouth, which 1 take to be the same that Capt. Whip- 
ple was sent after. If so, the opportunity is lost ; but by 
extending his cruise a little longer, he may have a chance 
for the August packet. 



HENRY WARD TO GENERAL GREENE. 

Providenco, September 2G, 1775. 

Sir: This letter waits upon you by Mr. Maxwell, who 
goes down to Cambridge upon a matter into which I 
think the strictest inquiry ought to be made. It is, in short, 
this: In July last, a woman, with whom Mr. Wainivood 
had an acquaintance in Boston, came to his house and 
wanted him to assist her in procuring an opportunity of 
seeing Mr. Dudley or Captain Wallace; and by all her 
behaviour showed that she had some secret of consequence. 
He artfully drew from her that she had been sent from 
Cambridge with a letter to be delivered to either of the 
persons above named, to be forwarded to Boston. It im- 
mediately occurred to him that the letter was probably sent 
from some traitor in our army. Upon which, he started 
every difficulty in the way of her seeing Dudley or Wal- 
lace, that he could think of, and finally prevailed upon her 
to intrust him with the delivery of the letter. He kept 
the affair to himself some time, being at a loss what step 
he should take in it ; and at length imparted the secret to 
Mr. Maxwell, who, upon opening the letter, found it writ- 
ten in characters which he did not understand. Here it 
rested until very lately, when Mr. Wainivood received a 
letter from the woman, discovering great uneasiness about 
the letter she had intrusted him with, which naturally in- 
duced a suspicion that the writer of it still continued his 
correspondence in Boston, and had received information 
that the letter had never been transmitted. Mr. Wainivood 
and Mr. Maxwell, who are both of them friends to the 
cause of America, rightly judging that the continuance of 
such a correspondence might be attended with the most 
pernicious consequences to the interest of America, thought 
proper to come to Providence and consult me upon it, 
having prudently kept the matter entirely to themselves. 
By my advice, they proceeded to Cambridge, to lay it, with 
all the circumstances, before you. 

I think it best to introduce Mr. Maxwell to General 
Washington, and for you and the General, with not more 
than one trusty person besides, to consider as to the most 
prudent measures to discover the traitor. Perhaps the first 
step should be to take up the woman, who is now at Cam- 
bridge, in so private a way as to create no suspicion ; and 
it is probable that rewards and punishments, properly 
placed tefpre her, will induce her to give up the author; 
in which case he, with all his papers, ought to be instantly 
secured. If the woman should be obstinate, sbme clew 
may be found from her connections, that will probably lead 
to a discovery. But I beg pardon for undertaking to give 
my advice in this case, when you, upon the spot, possessed 
of all the circumstances, will be so much better able to 
judge of the measures proper to be pursued. As Mr. 
Wainwood is well known to many of the inhabitants of 
Boston, I have advised him to go no farther than Dedham, 
where he may be sent for as soon as it shall be thought 
proper for him to appear. I will only add, that if they are 
happily the means of discovering a treacherous correspond- 
ence, carried on by any person of note and trust in our 
publick affairs, they will do a most essential service to their 
Country, and deserve an adequate reward. 

I am, with great truth and esteem, Sir, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, Henrv Ward. 



Lee, and Putnam, you are to have a sufficient number of 
Teams for the service of each Division. 

2d. When any person applies to you for a Team, he must 
produce an order from the Commander-in-Chief, one of the 
Major-Generals for whose Division the service is to be 
done, or the Commissary-General, otherwise you are not 
obliged to pay any regard to it. 

3d. Once a week, on any Saturday, you are to make a 
return to the Commander-in-Chief of the number of Teams 
in service, and what work they have been employed in the 
preceding week, taking special care not to put the publick 
to needless charge, by providing and keeping more Teams 
than are absolutely necessary. 

4th. As to the manner in which the Teams are to be 
fed, it will be best they should find themselves, and be 
paid accordingly. The Carts or Wagons may be number- 
ed, and the number, with the words Continental Army, on 
a board, put on some part of the Cart or Wagon most 
easily seen. 

I am, Sir, Sic, George Washington, 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COMMITTEE AT HARTFORD. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 26, 1775- 

Gentlemen: Your favour of the 18th instant, and one 
from Major French, on the same subject, have come safely 
to hand. From the general character of this gentleman, 
and the acknowledged politeness and attention of the Com- 
mittee of Hartford to the gentlemen intrusted to their 
care, I flattered myself there would have been a mutual 
emulation of civility, which would have resulted in the 
ease and convenience of both. I am extremely sorry to 
find it otherwise. 

Upon a reperusal of former letters and papers respect- 
ing these gentlemen, I cannot think there is any thing par- 
ticular in their situation which can challenge a distinction. 
If the circumstance of wearing their swords had created 
no dissatisfaction, I should not have interfered, considering 
it in itself as a matter of indifference. But as it has given 
offence, partly, perhaps, by the inadvertent expressions 
which have been dropped on this occasion, I persuade my- 
self that Major French, for the sake of his own convenience 
and ease, and to save me farther trouble, will concede to 
what is not essential either to his comfort or happiness, 
farther than mere opinion makes it so. On the other 
hand, allow me to recommend a gentleness, even to for- 
bearance, with persons so entirely in our power. We 
know not what the chance of war may be ; but let it be 
what it will, the duties of humanity and kindness will de- 
mand from us such a treatment as we should expect from 
others, the case being reversed. 

I am, Gentlemen, your very obedient and most humble 
servant, George Washington. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO THE WAGON-MASTER GENERAL. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, September 26, 1775. 

1st. The Army being in three Divisions, Roxbury, Cam- 
bridge, and Prospect-Hill, under the Major-Generals Ward, 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MAJOR CHRISTOPHER FRENCH. 

Camp at Cambridge, September 26, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 18th instant is now before me, 
as well as that from the Committee of Hartford, on the 
same subject. When I compare the treatment you have 
received with that which has been shown to those brave 
American officers who were taken fighting gallantly in de- 
fence of the liberties of their Country, I cannot help ex- 
pressing some surprise that you should thus earnestly con- 
test points of mere punctilio. The appellation of rebel 
has been deemed sufficient to sanctify every species of 
cruelty to them, while the Ministerial officers, the voluntary 
instruments of an avaricious and vindictive Ministry, claim 
upon all occasions, the benefit of those military rules, 
which can only be binding where they are mutual. We 
have shown, on our part, the strongest disposition to ob- 
serve them during the present contest. But I should ill 
support my Country's honour, and my own character, if I 
did not show a proper sense of their sufferings, by makin-r 
the condition of the Ministerial officers in some degree de- 
pendant upon theirs. 

My disposition does not allow me to follow the unworthy 
example set me by General Gage, to its fullest extent. 
You possess all the essential comforts of life; why should 
you press for indulgences of a ceremonious kind, which 
give general offence ? 

I have looked over all the papers sent me from Phila- 
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delphia. I find nothing in them upon the present subject ; 
nor do I know. whether the liberty of wearing your sword 
was given or taken. But I flatter myself, that. when you 
cotfie to consider all circumstances, yon will save me the 
trouble of giving any positive directions. You will easily 
ConeeTve iio\v_much more grateful a compliance with the 
wishes of the people, among whom your residence may be 
longer than you expect, will appear, when it is the result 
of your prudence and good sense, rather than of a deter- 
mination from me. I therefore should be unwilling to de- 
prive you" of an opportunity of cultivating their esteem by 
so Small a concession as this must be. 

As I suppose your several letters to me have been com- 
municated to others, I cannot forbear considering your con- 
duct in declaring, in a high tone, " that, had you joined 
your Regiment, you would have acted vigorously against 
this Country, and done all in your power to reduce it," as 
a deviation from the line of propriety and prudence which 
I should have expected to distinguish the conduct of so 
old and experienced an officer. Your being so entirely in 
our power may extinguish the resentment which a gene- 
rous and enlightened mind would otherwise feel. But I 
pannot commend the conduct which puts such a mind to 
the trial. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Gbokge Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENKRAL JOSEPH 
SPENCEH. 
Head. Quarters, September 26, 1775. 

'Sir: I have perused and considered a petition, or rather 
a remonstrance, directed to you, and signed by several Cap- 
tains and Subalterns, on the appointment of Mr. Hunting- 
ton to the lieutenancy of Captain Chester's Company. 

The decent representation of officers, or even of com- 
mon soldiers, through the channel of their Colonel, or other 
superiour officers, I shall always encourage and attend to; 
but I must declare my disapprobation of this mode of asso- 
ciating and combining, as subversive of all subordination, 
discipline, and order. 

Should the proper officers refuse or neglect to receive 
their complaints, an immediate application to their general 
officer would be proper. Much as I disapprove the mode 
of opposition to this gentleman,! disapprove the opposition 
itself still more. To yield to it would be in effect to sur- 
render the command of the Army to those whose duty it 
is, and whose honour it ought to be, to obey. Commis- 
sions should be ever the reward of merit, not of age; and 
I am determined never to put it out of the proper power to 
reward a deserving, active officer, whatsoever may be his 
standing in the Army, or the pretensions of those who have 
no other merit than that of having been born or enlisted 
before him. 

In an arm} r so young as ours, the claims arising from real 
service are very few, and the accidental circumstance of 
obtaining a commission a. month or two sooner, can, with 
no reasonable person, claim any superiour regard, or make 
such a scrutiny of any consequence. This Army is sup- 
ported by the whole Continent ; the establishment is en- 
tirely new. All Provincial customs, therefore, which are 
different in different Provinces, must be laid out of the 
question. The power which has established, and which 
pays this Army, has alone the right to judge who shall 
command in it, from the General to the Ensign. To put 
it into any other hands would be a high breach of my trust, 
and would give birth to such factions and cabals as must 
soon" end in the dissolution of the Army, and the ruin of 
our Country. 

As no objections are made to Mr. Huntington's charac- 
ter, nor any other reason assigned, than his not rising by 
oradation, I can make no alteration in his appointment. 
At the same time I declare, that I shall upon all occasions 
pay a proper respect to long service, and, as far as lies in 
my power, give it all the preference which is consistent 
with the welfare of the Army and the duties of my station. 
I make no doubt, therefore, when these and all other offi- 
cers (who, in such cases, are both parties and judges) divest 
themselves of prejudice and partiality, they will cheerfully 
acquiesce in such appointments as are made, and manifest 
their sincere attachment to their Country, and the great 



cause in which we are engaged, by a ready and hearty 
obedience to all orders and rules judged necessary for the 
general interest. 

I am Sir, Sic, George Washington. 



CONFESSION OF TYLER DIBBLE I ' 

Stamford, September 2fi, 1775. 

Whereas I, the subscriber, have given offence to the 
publick, by opposing in publick Town-Meeting the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of Inspection and Observation in this 
Town, and also by drawing a paper calculated to disunite 
its inhabitants ; and being sensible of my misconduct and 
inadvertency, I do, in this publick manner, humbly acknow- 
ledge my faults in so doing, and ask forgiveness of my 
bleeding Country, and all whom I have offended, and do 
solemnly promise and declare, that I will exert myself to 
the utmost in defence of my Country, in opposition to the 
Ministerial Troops sent into this Country to dragoon us 
into slavery; and, furthermore, do promise to yield a strict 
adherence to the Continental Association, or any farther 
recommendations coming from that honourable body. 

In testimony of my sincerity, I hereunto set my hand, 

consenting to have the foregoing confession inserted in the 

publick papers. m -r-. 

1 ' ' Tyler Dibble. 

order in council. 

At the Court at St. James's, the 27th day of Septem- 
ber, 1775 — present : 

The King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas His Majesty was pleased, by his Order in Council 
of the 23d day of August last,to prohibit the exportation out 
of this Kingdom into any parts beyond the seas, or carry- 
ing coastwise, any Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or Am- 
munition, for and during the space of three months from 
the date of the said Order. And whereas His Majesty 
judges it necessary that the exportation of Saltpetre, or 
carrying the same coastwise, should be likewise prohibited 
during the said time : His Majesty doth, therefore, with 
the advice of his Privy Council, hereby order, require, 
prohibit, ancf command, that no person or persons whatso- 
ever (except the Master-General, Lieutenant.-Geijeral, or 
principal officers of the Ordnance for His ; Majesty's ser- 
vice) do, at any time during the term limited by His Ma- 
jesty's aforementioned Order in Council of the 23d of 
August last, presume to transport into any parts out of this 
Kingdom, or carry coastwise, any Saltpetre, of ship or 
lade any Saltpetre on board any ship or vessel, in order to 
transporting the same into any parts beyond the seas, or 
carrying the same coastwise, without leave ot permission 
in that_ behalf first obtained from His Majesty, or bis Privy 
Council, upon pain of incurring and suffering the forfeiture 
and penalty inflicted by an act passed in the twenty-ninth 
year of his late Majesty's reign, intituled "An Act to em- 
power His Majesty to prohibit the exportationrof Saltpetre, 
and to enforce the law for empowering His Majesty to pro- 
hibit, the exportation of Gunpowder, or any sort of Aims 
and Ammunition, and also to empower His Majesty to 
restrain the carrying coastwise of Saltpetre, Gunpowder, 
or any sort of Arms or Ammunition." And th^e Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, the Commis- 
sioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britain, the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, 
the Master-General of the Ordnance, and His Majesty's 
Secretary at War, are to give the necessary directions 
herein, as to them may respectively appertain, „._. 

Steph. Cottrell. 

address of the town of beverley. 
Address of the Mayor, Aldermeto, and Burgesses of the 
Town of Beverley, in the County of York, In Common 
Council assembled, transmitted to the Earl d Dartmouth, 
one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and 
presented to His Majesty, 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Bur- 
gesses of the Town of Beverley, in the County of 
York, in Common Council assembled. 
We, your Majesty's most loyal and faithful subjects, the 

Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of Beverley, in the Coun- 
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ty of York, should think ourselves wanting both in duty 
and gratitude to your Majesty, did we not take this occa- 
sion of joining with the rest of your Majesty's loyal sub- 
jects in giving this publick testimony of our utmost abhor- 
rence of the present unnatural rebellion in sx>me of your 
Majesty's Colonies in North- America, as well as of those 
factious and evil-minded men, both at home and abroad, 
bv whose means the same hath been and still is principally 
promoted and abetted. 

When we consider the many. blessings we have enjoyed 
since your Majesty's accession to the Throne of these 
Realms, by the great extension of trade, and the conse- 
quent increase of wealth, by the many good and salutary 
laws which have been enacted, and, above all, by your 
Majesty's just and lenient government over us, we cannot 
sufficiently express our detestation of all those societies, 
or sets of men, who (contrary to the allegiance they owe 
and have sworn unto your Majesty) are now, by their in- 
flammatory letters and publications, in a most daring man- 
ner, sowing the seeds of sedition among us, and thereby 
endeavouring, as much as in them lies, to involve us at 
home as well as abroad in all the calamities of a civil war. 

We beg leave, therefore, in the most respectful and 
dutiful manner, to assure your Majesty, that we will, at all 
times, to the utmost of our power, be ready to support your 
Majesty, and the honour and dignity of your Crown, as 
well as the legislative authority of these Realms, in the 
defence of our most valuable Constitution, against all such 
attempts of your Majesty's seditious or deluded subjects, 
either at lie me or abroad. 

Given under pur common seal, this twenty-seventh day 
of September, in the year of our Lord 1775. 

Jo. Midgley, Mayor. 



MEETING OF MERCHANTS, ETC., BRISTOL. 

Guildhall, Bristol, September 27, 1775. 

At a numerous and respectable meeting of the Merchants, 
Traders," and. others, interested in and. well-wishers to 
American' cdiUlMrce, lield at the Guildhall, at eleven 
o'clock this morning, Mr. Hayes, an eminent American 
merchant, in the chair, the following Resolutions were 
agreed to : _ 

1. Resolved, That the trade with North-America is of 
very great advantage to Great Britain in general, and to 
this City in particular. 

2. That any measures which contribute to the destruc- 
tion of that trade are, an essential injury to the internal 
commerce and manufactures of this Kingdom. 

3. That" the present unhappy contest between Great 
Britain and her Colonies hath a manifest tendency to 
destroy the commercial connection and political union which 
have for many years subsisted between the two Countries. 

4. That the loss of our trade to America will deprive 
many ihousand industrious poor of the means of procuring 
a daily subsistence : a melancholy fact, of which we have 
already ample experience in this City. 

5. That the late importation of American grain into this 
City hath greatly contributed to lower the price of all the 
necessaries* of life, and has been the means of preserving 
multitudes from the calamitous consequences of famine. 

6. Thatan approbation of measures calculated to destroy 
the commercial intercourse between the two Countries, 
and spread the horrours of a civil war over a very con- 
siderable part of ihe. British Dominions, would be highly 
disgraceful to the inhabitants of a City that depends solely 
upon, trade for its support, and to every friend to humanity 
and the general happiness of society. 

A motion was then made, that a petition be presented 
to His Majesty, praying his interposition to put a stop to a 
ruinous civil war, that our trade may thereby be restored 
to its former flourishing state. One person objected to it, 
on a supposed disinclination in His. Majesty to receive 
petitions respecting the American dispute. He was replied 
to, and appeared to be convinced. A petition was then 
produced, read paragraph by paragraph, and passed with- 
out a disjenting voice. The petition was then signed by 
the gentlemen present, and afterwards left at the Bush 
Tavern, in Corn Street ; and when the signatures are fully 
completed, it isto.be presented to the King, by our Repre- 
sentatives in Parliament. 



Bristol, September 28, 1775. 

On Monday, the 18lh instant, the following Letter was 
sent to the Right Worshipful Charles Hotchkin, Esquire, 
Mayor : 

Sir : A great number of respectable fellow-citizens be- 
ing desirous that an address be sent to His Majesty, on the 
present situation of affairs, we take the liberty to request 
your Worship will call a House for that purpose ; and are, 
with great respect, Sir, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servants, 

Thomas Tyndall, Slade Baker, 
John Hobhoijse, Richard Meyler, 
Michael Miller, John Powell, 
William Miller, John Vaughan, 
William Hart, Nicholas Perry, 

James Reed, Thomas Warren. 

In consequence of the above, summonses were sent to 
the members of the Corporation, to attend in the Council- 
House on Thursday, the 21st, but a sufficient number did 
not attend to make a House. 

Upon this, many citizens applied to the Mayor for the 
use of the Guildhall on Thursday following, to assemble 
in, to address His Majesty on the situation .of affairs be- 
tween Great Britain and the American Colonies. The 
Hall was readily granted, and notice thereof was given in 
the publick papers. 

On Monday, the 25th, Messrs. Samuel Brailsford, John 
Fisher IVeare, and Richard Champion, applied to the 
Mayor for the Hall on Wednesday, that the American 
merchants, traders, and the well-wishers to American com- 
merce, might meet there, to consider of a petition to His 
Majesty. They met accordingly on that day, to the num- 
ber of about fifty persons. Mr. Hayes, a gentleman lately 
settled here, from New-York, was called to the chair. A 
petition was produced and read. A proposal being made 
for the Chairman to sign it for the whole, which he very 
prudently declined, it was then signed by those present, 
and is now industriously carried about, and every influence 
used to obtain names to it. 

Though it was generally understood that this petition 
was merely set up in opposition to the address, yet not the 
least obstruction was made to it by any of the independent 
merchants and citizens. 

Thursday, at twelve o'clock, Mr. Mayor went from the 
Council-House to the Guildhall, attended by the Sheriffs, 
with many members of the Corporation, and the greatest 
number of respectable citizens ever known on the like 
occasion, his Worship being in the chair. The business 
was opened in a manly sensible speech, by Geo. Daubeny, 
Esq., setting forth that he was directed to return his Wor- 
ship the thanks of the citizens of Bristol, for his readiness 
in granting them the Hall, and was desired to express the 
grateful sense they entertained of the honour of his pre- 
sence on this occasion. He then begged leave to lay 
before them an address, drawn up by a Committee of gen- 
tlemen appointed for that purpose, which, he hoped, would 
meet with general approbation^ 

To this the Mayor replied nearly as follows : 

That he should always retain the most grateful remem- 
brance of the honour this day done him, and should be glad 
of every opportunity to testify his real regard for the true 
interest and welfare of the City of Bristol. 

A motion was then made for the address to be read. It 
was much approved, and desired to be read a second, time. 
An attempt to oppose it was then made, by the persons 
who met to petition the preceding day. Their Chairman, 
Mr. Hayes, who was deputed by them to attend, was 
heard with candour, and, in reply, was informed that, as 
no interruption had been made to their proceedings the 
day before, it was expected they would not disturb this 
day's meeting. They, notwithstanding, continued to ob- 
struct in a very indecent manner; but numbers soon pre- 
vailed, and they were silenced. The address was signed, 
and the Mayor, Sheriffs, with some principal citizens, were 
requested to present it to His Majesty in the most respect- 
ful manner. 

The address was immediately signed by a great number 
of citizens, and we hear that it will be left in the Commit- 
tee-Room of the Tailors' Hall till Monday next from 
eleven to two o'clock, for such as are disposed to sign it. 
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Narrative of Facts and of the Proceedings respecting an 
Address from some of the Inhabitants of Bristol. 

A great number of the citizens of Bristol, as well as 
many country gentlemen, assembled at the Guildhall, on 
Thursday, the 28th of September, in consequence of a 
publick but anonymous advertisement, requiring their at- 
tendance, in order to address His Majesty on the present 
conjuncture of affairs between Great Britain and Ameri- 
ca. The Chairman, Charles Hotchlcin, Esq., late Mayor, 
conducted himself in a most unprecedented and partial 
manner, by refusing a fair and candid discussion of the 
subject. In justification of the loyalty to His Majesty, 
the respect for all publick constitutional meetings, the 
hearty desire to see a happy reconciliation between Great 
Britain arid her Colonies, and the earnest endeavours to 
accCnlpIish so desirable an event of great numbers of mer- 
chants, traders, and manufacturers, and others who attend- 
ed the said meeting, whose attachment to the illustrious 
house of Hanover has never been suspected, this account 
is published to the world of the proceedings of that day, 
and the* part they intended to have acted. 

In allquestions to be determined at publick meetings, it 
lias been "always understood that the persons present have 
an undoubted right to determine who shall be Chairman ; 
that whenever a meeting of the citizens is called on any 
publick occasion, the persons attending such meeting have 
an unquestionable right to canvass and discuss every mea- 
sure which may be proposed ; that it is the business of the 
Chairman to attend impartially to the arguments advanced 
by the contending parties, to state the whole with candour, 
and then, either by a fair show of hands, or by a division 
of numbers, to declare what is the determination of such 
meeting. 

Impressed with these ideas, many gentlemen attended 
the meeting to hear this important affair discussed ; when, 
to their astonishment, Mr. Hotchkin, the late Mayor, on 
the very last day of his mayoralty, and not acting in his 
corporate capacity, took upon himself the office of Chair- 
man, and behaved in a most unbecoming, partial manner. 
Without putting the question, whether it was the resolu- 
tion to address, an address was produced. The moment 
it was read, without asking the approbation of the meet- 
ing, he proceeded to sign his name. Many gentlemen 
present attempted to declare their objections, but were, by 
violent outrages, rudely interrupted. Mr. Hotchkin's inat- 
tention to these outrages was a tacit, acknowledgment of 
his approbation. He took no pains to obtain silence, but, 
by the most barefaced partiality, convinced every unpre- 
judiced mind that, having failed in his attempt to procure 
an address from the Corporation, he came there resolved 
to accomplish the purposes of his partisans, whether right 
or wrong, with a majority or without, and fully determined 
to put no one question. 

After the address had been read, it was objected to, as 
riot being founded on facts, and as leading to widen the 
breach between this Country and the Colonies. In sup- 
port of these opinions, arguments were attempted to be 
offered with calmness, unmixed with party or party rage. 
A dutiful and loyal petition was prepared to be read to 
them, agreeable to a resolution of a very respectable 
meeting of merchants, traders, &tc, held the preceding 
day, at the Guildhall, which had been unanimously agreed 
to after some debate, and after an ample discussion, para- 
graph by paragraph ; also, several resolutions respecting the 
importance of the American trade. .But the Chairman 
denied them the liberty of presenting the resolutions, or 
reading the petition, as well as prevented any objections 
being made, by an indecency never before experienced 
in any publick meeting in this City. 

In justification, therefore, of the character of those gen- 
tlemen who were thus, as well as their friends and fellow- 
citizens, injuriously treated, these facts are stated to the 
publick at large, that the whole Nation may be acquainted 
with the surreptitious manner in which an address has been 
obtained from the citizens of Bristol, falsely dignified with 
the title of an " Address flf the Mayor, Burgesses, &.c., at 
Guildhall assembled "—the Mayor nqt being in his cor- 
porate capacity, and the address being, in a great measure, 
supported by country gentlemen, who are to be the bearers 
of it to His Majesty, and who have no trading connection, 



nor are~ even residents in a City, the far greater part of 
whose trade is dependant on the Colonies. It was not 
agreed to, but opposed ; and if a division or a show of 
hands had been permitted, there is very little doubt but 
that the majority would have been against an address of 
the tenour and purport of that which has been thus par- 
tially and unjustifiably obtained, and whip!) isevTdent from 
the refusal of the Chairman and the gentlemen about him 
to have the question put. 

If any person should be disposed to controvert any part 
of the above narrative, it will be attested by several mer- 
chants and gentlemen who Were present. 

PETITION FROM THE CITY OF BRISTOL. 

Petition presented to His Majesty on Wednesday, the 
11th of October, from the City of Bristol, by Mr. Burke, 
one of the Representatives of that City. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Petition of the Merchants, Traders, Manu- 
facturers, and others, citizens of Bristol. 
May it please your Majesty : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
merchants, traders, manufacturers, and others, citizens of 
Bristol, humbly beg leave'to approach the throne with 
the most respectful assurances of our unalterable attach- 
ment and affection to your Majesty's royal person and 
family, and of our unfeigned zeal for the support of your 
Government, the glory of your reign, and the peace and 
prosperity of your once united and flourishing, but now 
most unhappily distracted Empire. 

It is with an affliction not to be expressed, and with the 
most anxious apprehensions for ourselves and posterity, 
that we behold the growing distractions in America threa- 
ten, unless prevented by the timely interposition of your 
Majesty's wisdom and goodness, nothing less than a lasting 
and ruinous civil war. We are apprehensive that, if the 
present measures are adhered to, a total alienation of the 
affections of our fellow-subjects, in the Cokmres will ensue; 
to which affection, much more than to a dread of any pow- 
er, we have been hitherto indebted for the inestimable 
benefits which we have derived from those establishments. 
We can foresee no good effects to the commerce or reve- 
nues of this Kingdom, at a future period, from any victo- 
ries which may be obtained by your Majesty's arms over 
desolated Provinces and an exasperated people. From 
the consequences of a reverse of things, in the course of 
human events not impossible, we choose to avert our eyes. 
We apprehend that none can profit by the continuance of 
this, war, and therefore we hope none can wish it, except 
those Nations who, envious of the diffusive i liberty and con- 
sequent power and prosperity of your Dominions, are the 
natural enemies of Great Britain. 

We owe a testimony of justice to your Colonies, which 
is, that in the midst of the present distractions, we have 
received many unequivocal proofs that our fejlow-subjects 
in that part of the world are very far from ".having lost their 
ancient affection and regard to their Mother Country, or 
departed from the principles of commercial" honour and 
private justice. Notwithstanding the cessation of the pow- 
ers of Government throughout that vast Continent, we have 
reason to think, judging by the imports into this City, and 
by our extensive correspondences, that the commodities of 
American growth, enumerated by acts of Parliament, have 
been as regularly brought to Great Britain as in the most 
quiet times. We assure your Majesty, that the trade of 
this port, and the subsistence of a great part of your King- 
dom, have depended very much on the honourable, and, 
in this instance, amicable behaviour of yam American sub- 
jects. We have in this single City received, within one 
year from the first of September, 1774, more than one" mil- 
lion bushels of wheat, to say nothing of the great quantity 
of other valuable commodities essential to our. navigation 
and commerce. These circumstances we humbly beg 
leave, with the utmost deference, to submit to your Ma- 
jesty's consideration, in order to show that, whenever your 
royal clemency shall exert itself in behalf of your Colonies, 
the dispositions on their part to peace and reconciliation 
are by no means so unfavourable as many persons, from 
passion of misinformation, may possibly suggest. 
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No part of your Majesty's subjects can wish more earn- 
estly to preserve the constitutional superiority of the Bri- 
tish Legislature over all parts of your Dominions than the 
citizens of Bristol. But they are convinced, from clear 
reason and severe experience, that this superiority can 
hardly be preserved by mere force, nor without acquiring 
the confidence and cultivating the affections of the great 
and numerous people who inhabit the British Plantations. 
We humbly conceive that this authority would suffer no 
diminution in the least prejudicial to it, by healing con- 
cessions, by the relaxation of penal statutes, which have 
been found ineffectual for their purposes, and by relin- 
quishing the pursuit of an object, the possible attainment 
of which, under any circumstances of fortune, may admit 
of the most serious doubt. On the contrary, we have 
reason, although things have been carried to unfortunate 
lengths of hostility on both sides, to hope the most salu- 
tary effects from a return, under your Majesty's provident 
and sagacious direction, to the ancient indulgent and happy 
usage of this Kingdom, with regard to its Colonies. 

We find ourselves under an indispensable necessity of 
making, with respectful plainness, this dutiful and most 
faithful representation of our sentiments to your Majesty, 
lest it might be supposed that, by our silence, we were 
consenting to the opinions and wishes for coercive proceed- 
ings, expressed in the late addresses to your Majesty. We 
assure your Majesty, that we are men of peaceful disposi- 
tions ; that we detest the thought of obtruding on your 
Majesty's wisdom and clemency any sort of recommenda- 
tion of force and rigour against any part of your people. 
That we who have long flourished by an amicable inter- 
course with the Colonies should call for coercive measures, 
as the probable means of future commerce, would not only 
be arrogant and presumptuous, but unnatural and ungrate- 
ful. No experience has hitherto taught us the good effects 
of such measures, and it little becomes us to recommend 
violent and hazardous proceedings. We must always look 
back with satisfaction and gratitude to that period of your 
Majesty's, reign when a prudent concession restored tran- 
quillity and commerce to all your Majesty's Dominions. We 
trust that, after having humbly entreated the exertion of your 
Majesty's wisdom for reconciling amicably the differences 
which unhappily subsist among your subjects, we have 
cleared ourselves to our own consciences, and acquitted 
ourselves in the eyes of Almighty God, of our Sovereign, 
and of our Country, from any share whatsoever in produ- 
cing the calamities which the present proceedings, so inau- 
spiciously begun, may yet bring upon this Nation. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF BRISTOL. 

Address of the Mayor, Burgesses, Clergy, Freeholders, 
and Inhabitants of the City of Bristol, at the Guildhall 
assembled, presented to His Majesty by Charles Hotchkin, 
Esq., late Mayor; John Durbin, Esq., late Sheriff; Rich- 
ard Combe, Esq., one of the Representatives in Parliament 
for Aldborough, in Suffolk; James Laroche, Esq., one of 
the Representatives in Parliament for Bodmyn; Matthew 
Brickdale, Esq., Thomas Tyndall, Esq., John Rarcourt, 
Esq., Isaac Elton, the younger, Esq., William Miles, Esq., 
John Crofts, Esq., George Daubeny, Esq., William Hart, 
Esq., John Powell, Esq., and John Taylor Vaughan, 
Esq. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's dutiful subjects, the Mayor, Bur- 
gesses, Clergy, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of the City of 
Bristol, at the Guildhall assembled, beg leave to address 
your Majesty on the present conjuncture of affairs between 
Great Britain and your American Colonies. 

With gratitude we acknowledge the many and great 
blessings we enjoy under yourMajesty's mild and auspicious 
government; during which, the trade and commerce of this 
ancient and loyal City have increased to a degree unknown 
to former times, to be attributed only to the wisdom of 
your Majesty's Councils, and the many excellent laws 
lately passed for the encouragement of those inexhaustible 
sources of wealth. 

Truly sensible of your Majesty's unwearied endeavours 
for the support of the religious and civil rights of all your 
subjects, we cannot but with astonishment behold the con- 



duct of a few disappointed men, whose sophistical argu- 
ments and seditious correspondence have, in a great mea- 
sure, been the occasion of deluding your American subjects 
into open rebellion. 

As British subjects, we testify our abhorrence of this 
unnatural rebellion ; and, though we deeply lament the 
misfortunes our American brethren have brought upon 
themselves, yet we cannot but express our warmest wishes 
for the success of those measures your Majesty hath adopt- 
ed in support of the legislative authority of Great Britain 
over all your Dominions, which we trust will now be per- 
manently established, and hope that the loyalty which pre- 
vails here will soon convince our fellow-subjects in Ame- 
rica of their errour, and bring them back to a just sense 
of their duty and allegiance; this, and this only, can restore 
them to your Majesty's favour, and to that flourishing state 
they so long have and still might have enjoyed. 

May your Majesty's Councils ever prevail to the extir- 
pating of licentiousness;' and, by a firm establishment of 
real liberty, may you triumph over the enemies of our glo- 
rious Constitution, and long continue to reign over a free, 
united, and happy people. To obtain these great ends, 
we assure your Majesty of our utmost assistance and sup- 
port, and declare, that a zealous attachment to your royal 
person and family, a veneration of the laws, and an ardent 
affection for order and good government, are the principles 
which direct and animate our conduct. 
September 28, 1775. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON TO 
A FRIEND IN THE COUNTRY, DATED SEPT. 27, 1775. 

My opinion is not a whit changed from what it was last 
winter. Ministers and Parliaments cannot alter common 
sense. A majority in both Houses is devoted to the Min- 
ister, and the Minister to the invisible power which rules in 
the cabinet. The landed interest are as ignorant as the 
trading interest are venal. Hence the desire of the coun- 
try gentlemen to tax America, and hence the addresses of 
several Towns to pursue the war. The Ministers promote 
and receive, with a greedy pleasure, these addresses, as 
they equally assist in imposing upon the King, and keep- 
ing them in office. A few circumstances have happened, 
which the mass of the people do not understand, but which 
men of discernment say have lulled the Kingdom into a 
most fatal errour. The loss of the American trade has 
not been felt, owing to the large orders from Spain for the 
flota, from the Baltick and Germany, owing to the peace 
between Russia and the Porte, and the troubles in Poland 
having ceased. These orders came very opportunely, to- 
gether with larger remittances from America than usual. 
The very considerable quantity of grain from America, and 
the advanced prices of oil and tobacco, have enabled the 
Americans (except those in Boston) to discharge their 
debts this year better than formerly. This prodigious in- 
flux of money has been placed in the stocks for a little 
temporary interest, (and this has kept up the funds,) in 
expectation that the American trade will, in a short time, 
be opened again. My opinion is, that the American trade 
will never be opened again ; that the Colonies are lost. 
Owing to the temporary orders which I have already ex- 
plained, some weak people persuade themselves, that if the 
American trade should be lost, we shall not suffer by it. 
How ignorant are those men! Is the consumption of three 
millions of people no loss ? Such men deserve no notice. 
Time alone can undeceive them. Six months from this 
date, this Country will begin to awake, and not sooner. 
Disputes of another complexion will happen next summer, 
all of them originating in this ruinous American war. I am 
confident there will be no more petitions from America 
and I am also confident that, as soon as the Delegates to 
the Continental Congress are informed of t{je treatment 
their petition has met with, a system of civil government 
for that great Country, will make its appearance, that peo- 
ple here have no idea of ; and that foreign assistance, which 
intelligent men know very well was offered to them a few 
months ago, will be accepted, on condition of granting to 
that foreign Power certain exclusive commercial advan- 
tages. From that instant Great Britain must date her 
decline, and I fear her downfall. America has offered to 
compromise this unhappy difference. She wishes most 
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ardently for a reconciliation with Great Britain. But such 
is the false policy of this unhappy reign, no distinction 
seems to be made between the duty of subjects and the 
condition of slaves. America is ready and willing to sub- 
mit to the absolute authority of Parliament to regulate and 
control her trade in whatever mode, channel, or restriction, 
Parliament shall think proper, if the idea of taxation is to- 
tally done away, and all the acts since 1763 are repealed. 
But if a revenue is insisted upon, fix a sum in proportion 
to what is raised here, and she will pay it, provided she 
may have an open trade, because she can buy the articles 
she has hitherto bought of us cheaper elsewhere, which 
will enable her to pay the required sum. In a word, she 
will give us either trade or revenue, but not both. She 
asks only to be put upon the same footing with ourselves. 
But it must not be. The resolution at St. James's is against 
her. Though the Court is not a little embarrassed by the 
failure of the Russian negotiation, application was made 
for twenty thousand Russians, to be sent to America in the 
spring. It has met with a negative at Petersburgh. The 
idea of the Bedford party is, to prosecute a littoral war in 
America next summer. The Fleet and Army must be 
supplied with provisions from England. Reflect for a mo- 
ment on the extreme folly of making Smithfield the sham- 
bles of America. The Lord Mayor might prevent this. 
Every pound of mutton sent to America costs Government 
two shillings at least. How long can the landed interest 
support this expense? Every tax has been continued 
(except a small temporary diminution of the land tax) that 
supported the late glorious war. It was an increase of 
trade that enabled us to bear this continuation of taxes. 
But the Elector of Hanover may possibly get money by 
this American war. If five Regiments of his Troops are 
taken into British pay, their former pay out of the reve- 
nues of Hanover is saved of course, and goes clear into his 
pocket. He got a hundred thousand Pounds last year by 
the job of Somerset House. Parliament meets to grant 
money; the Ministers cannot go on without it; they have 
expended every shilling of last year's supplies. There- 
fore it was called so early that there might be no stop to 
carrying on the American war. Astonishing infatuation ! 

COLONEL HENRY LAURENS, PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 
OP SAFETY, TO WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON. 

Charlestown, September 27, 1775. 

Sir: On Sunday last we received your letter of the 17th, 
together with the sundry papers which you refer to ; and 
if Captain Wilson is detained one day more, we will send 
by him the Declaration and Treaty, to be printed in Lon- 
don; but shall defer a publication here, until we have an 
opportunity of considering the propriety of such a measure 
in your presence; which, we suppose, will happen in the 
course of a few days. 

The intelligence from the Cherokees. received in Mr. 
Wilkinson's letter, is very alarming. We hope you have 
sent away the Good Warriour and his fellow-travellers in 
good humour; and that they will influence their country- 
men to remain quiet, and give us time to discover the per- 
petrators of the murder intimated by Mr. Wilkinson. In 
the mean time, we trust that you have taken proper mea- 
sures for that purpose. 

Le Despencer packet arrived here from Falmouth, with 
advices from London, to the 3d of August. Accounts in 
brief are, that Administration were sending more troops 
and ships to America, determined to persevere in the exe- 
cution of their plan. General Gage, in his account of the 
Bunker Hill affair, on the 17th June, transmitted to Lord 
Dartmouih, owns about one thousand and fifty-six of the 
Kind's Troops killed and wounded ; and his number of 
officers rather exceeds our early advices. We have heard 
nothing since the first of August from our Delegates. 

By order of the Council of Safety: 

Henry Laurens, President. 

The Hon. William Henry Drayton, Esq., at the Camp, 
Ninety-Six. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MARYLAND. 

Our Association is very generally signed, and still acts 
as a powerful emetick to our Tories. They always ex- 
pressed a firm resolution never to submit to taxation by 



the Parliament of Great Britain. The spirit, the essence 
of our Association is to oppose the force employed by the 
Ministry to tax Americans, and to compel a submission to 
the power of Parliament to alter the essentials of our Pro- 
vincial Constitutions. If the first be admitted, we have no 
property; if the latter be submitted to, we have no liberty. 
Our Tories, with liberty in their mouths and a profession 
of regard to their Country, and a denial of any right in Par- 
liament to tax America, constantly opposed every measure 
adopted by this Province to obtain a redress of our griev- 
ances. No mode could meet with their approbation and con- 
currence. They found fault with every scheme proposed, 
but never offered a substitute. Our commercial opposition 
should have been confined only to a partial non-importa- 
tion. Indeed, the head of them, The Author of the Con- 
siderations, was only for a petiiion to the King ; every 
thing beyond that was, in his opinion, folly and madness. 
To withhold and delay payment of our debts to British 
merchants only till redress of grievances, was deemed by 
them dishonest and villanous. Such was the language of 
a celebrated protest drawn by Lloyd DuZowy, and approved 
by The Author of the Considerations. The resolutions of 
our Convention last December, to arm and to prepare to 
defend our liberties, were likewise opposed; they were 
styled rash and violent; the advisers of those prudent and 
salutary measures were called weak, wicked, and designing 
men. The Author of the Considerations, and his brother 
Lloyd, the head of our protestors, refused to contribute 
any thing towards the purchase of arms and ammunition. 
Our Association has driven almost the whole family of the 
Dulanys from our Province. Lloyd took his flight in the 
Annapolis, the first of the month. The son of the Secre- 
tary deserted a few weeks before. The father, under pre- 
tence of a journey for health, is gone to the northward ; 
and, it is probable, will not return to his native Province, 
where he is universally (except by Scotch factors and 
some of the officers of Government) despised and detest- 
ed. You know he was the adviser and defender of a Pro- 
clamation issued by Government to regulate and establish 
the fees of office — the very fees which the Delegates of the 
people refused to continue. Though he wrote ably against 
the right of Parliament to tax this Country, and then it 
was his interest to prevent the exercise of a power which 
would certainly diminish, if not destroy, the emoluments of 
his office of Secretary, yet he obstinately persevered, against 
his better judgment, to justify a right in Government to 
establish the fees of officers. His duplicity of conduct, as 
to our clergy, will long be remembered. His nephew, 
Daniel Dulany, son of Milter, has also taken his flight. 
He affected a freedom of language, and even enrolled in 
our Militia ; but appearances would no longer avail ; he 
could not swallow our test. The few Scotchmen amon<* 
us, who have acted with spirit and joined us, are in great 
esteem. Many are gone to Great Britain; the rest will 
probably take their residence in Virginia, since their ex- 
emption there from bearing arms. We will not censure, 
but we cannot imitate their conduct. Our common toast 
is, a free exportation to Scotchmen and Tories. Would it 
not be best to have one general test for all America 1 I 
make no doubt you have several enemies among you ; pray 
find some mode to ferret them out, as we have done. We 
will not harbour your Tories. We wish ours may not be 
received amongst you. 

ADDRESS OF THE MANAGERS OF THE UNITED COMPANY OF 
PHILADELPHIA FOR PROMOTING AMERICAN MANUFAC- 
TURES. 

To the Inhabitants of this Province : 

The great reason that there was to apprehend that, 
through the infatuation and obstinacy of the British Par- 
liament, the Non-Importation and Non- Exportation Agree- 
ment of these Colonies would continue for a considerable 
time, and the great distress that might consequently ensue, 
unless some means were devised to give employment to the 
necessitous, together with the advantage that would arise 
to the publick if manufactories could be established amongst 
us, were considerations which induced us to make the ex- 
periment; and although at first we met with difficulties, 
owing chiefly to our inexperience, we have now the plea- 
sure to inform you, that we are thoroughly convinced of the 
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'utility of this institution ; that it is practicable, and may be 
'profitable, not only to the persons who are actually employed 
in labour, but to the contributors themselves; and, in order 
to render it still more extensively useful, we are extremely 
desirous that the company may be enlarged, and that every 
person who can conveniently spare the small sum of ten 
Pounds would become a proprietor. There are now up- 
wards of four hundred persons in employment, which 
numbers are daily increasing; and nothing is now wanting 
but capital stock, to carry on a very extensive trade. 

As the inhabitants of this Province are distinguished for 
humanity, if there was no other motive but the employ- 
ment of the poor, it must be a strong incitement to join 
the company ; but when private interest, charity to the 
poor, and the publick good, unitedly urge us thereto, who 
that has ability can refuse ? Persons of experience in the 
linen branch assure us that our climate is much more 
favourable than either England or Ireland ', and that nothing 
is wanting to carry on manufactories very extensively, but 
experienced workmen, and a disposition in the people to 
promote the design. 

As the bleaching of linen is a material part of the manu- 
facture, we may inform the publick that there is a gentle- 
man now in this City, who has been bred to the busi- 
ness, a man of character and abilities, who, if sufficient 
encouragement should be given, will soon establish a bleach- 
field. 

Such as incline to become subscribers to the manufactory 
are desired to call at the Factory-House, in Market Street, 
at the corner of J^inth Street or at the London Coffee- 
House, where articles will be left for them to sign. 



Philadelphia, September 27, 1775. 

Address generally agreed to by the Privates of upwards 
of thirty Companies belonging to this City and Districts, 
and presented to their Officers by the General Committee 
of the Privates of said Companies, being in consequence 
of an application from the Officers to know their reasons 
for refusing to sign the Military Articles delivered out by 
the Committee of Safety; which Address was presented 
by the Officers, this day, to the Honourable House of As- 
sembly. 

Gentlemen : At this time of difficulty and danger, 
when our privileges are attacked by a powerful enemy, 
and the best blood on the Continent is daily spilling in 
their defence, we deem any attempt to weaken or destroy 
the principles on which we have associated to be subver- 
sive of our liberties, and unbecoming any well-wisher to 
America, and are determined to the utmost of our power 
to oppose it. We therefore beg leave to assure you, that 
the objections we make to signing the rules of the Com- 
mittee of Safety proceed from no such principle, but from 
a sincere desire to promote and encourage the Associa- 
tion. 

We conceive it to be contrary to the true end and in- 
tention of legislation, for any body of men, claiming legis- 
lative authority, to make any laws which shall, under heavy 
penalties, oblige one part of the community to the perform- 
ance of duties of the utmost difficulty and danger, while 
it exempts another part of the said community from the 
performance of them, though the party exempted is to 
reap equal advantages by the performance with those who 
are obliged to perform them. This principle, we conceive, is 
destructive of the end and design of civil society ; for we 
have been taught to believe that, in a free State, no man 
is above the laws ; but that even the Kings of free Coun- 
tries are as much under the dominion of the laws as the 
meanest of their subjects ; and that the true distinction 
between liberty arid despotism consists in this : that in a 
free State every member thereof is subject to every law of 
the land; but in despotick States one part is bound, whilst 
the other is free, and by this means the party bound is 
always considered as slaves to the party which is free. 

We conclude, therefore, that the law, which equally 
binds every member of the community, be it ever so 
severe, has its origin in freedom, and may safely be sub- 
mitted to by freemen ; but the law which bears hard upon 
or binds one part of the community to the performance of 
difficult and dangerous services, while it exempts another 
part, though both are to be equally benefited by said ser- 



vices, has its origin in despotism, and ought never to be 
submitted to by freemen. 

This being premised, we proceed to lay before you our 
objections against the present articles, drawn up by the 
Committee of Safety. 

1st. Because, as the Continental Congress has recom- 
mended that a General Association of all able-bodied, effect- 
ive men, between sixteen and fifty years of age, in each 
Colony, should take place, so we judge it very imprudent 
to sign any military laws until that measure is come into. 
And we cannot help hinting, that the attempting to have 
such laws signed before the other takes place, looks as if 
there was a design to make the present Associators a kind 
of regular army of defence for the whole Province, as the 
gentlemen who made the rules seem to claim to themselves 
the right of calling out any or all of the present Associa- 
tors, and of putting them on pay; which, if once submitted 
to, the rules will enable them to keep us in that condition 
as long as they please, or subject us to martial law in case 
of refusal. This, we apprehend, has a direct tendency to 
prevent a general association ; as the present Associators, 
if the rules are once signed, must march forth, and, as 
long as they can stand, defend the whole Province. Let 
a general association take place, according to the resolve 
of the Congress, and then we pledge ourselves, that we 
will show a sufficient degree of readiness to join our bre- 
thren in every measure necessary for repelling every hostile 
invader, and establishing our inestimable privileges on the 
most lasting foundation. 

2d. Because we look upon standing armies as danger- 
ous to the liberties of mankind, we refuse to .subscribe any 
laws which may put it hereafter in the power of any num- 
ber of men to make use of us as such. Nevertheless, 
though we liave expressed our dislike of standing armies, 
and are unwilling to put the Province to any needless ex- 
pense, yet, as the present stoppage of trade will necessarily 
throw many poor people out of bread, and as we are bound 
in duty and humanity to provide for such, we should think 
the most decent and useful way of doing it would be to 
enlist such, on pay for six months, as will voluntarily offer, 
at the end of which they may be retained or discharged, 
as the state of our affairs may make it expedient, provided 
the persons so enlisted and continued have liberty, at the 
end of each year, to renew their enlistment, or demand 
their discharge, which shall be granted, unless they at the 
time are commanded or have notice to hold themselves in 
readiness to march against a common enemy. 

3d. Because we know of no right which our Assembly 
has to invest any body of men with legislative authority ; 
this being an unalienable essential right, belonging to the 
whole body of the freemen of which the society is consti- 
tuted. We therefore conceive it to be a new and unheard 
of exertion of power, inconsistent with the trust reposed in 
them by their constituents, and erecting a dangerous pre- 
cedent if submitted to, as the body thus invested is not 
subject to the control of, or liable to be called to an ac- 
count by the people. 

4th. Because, if on any emergency we should permit 
our Representatives to exercise such a power, while con- 
fined to their own body, yet we conceive that they have 
no right to invest any one not of their body with such a 
trust, unless by the express direction of the freemen at large. 

5th. Because no representative body has a right to 
make, nor will we ever submit to the operation of any 
military law made by our Assembly, but such as equally 
extends to every inhabitant of the whole Province, except 
on the following condition, viz: 

" If at any time an exemption from the operation of any 
law be judged proper and necessary, let the terms of ex- 
emption be fairly and fully expressed ; let the mulct or 
fines, if any there be, be proportioned to each man's pro- 
perty, and then let every man have the liberty to submit 
to the law, or, by paying according to the terms of exemp- 
tion, to be free of its operation." 

Thus far, we apprehend, the partiality of the articles 
hath constrained us to object ; and we should most cer- 
tainly be wanting to ourselves, and to the rights of man- 
kind in general, if we did not, with honesty, freedom, and 
sincerity, exhibit our inmost sentiments to the present le- 
gislators of Pennsylvania, men who, we trust, will ever 
rejoice to hear the voice of their constituents. 
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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

The inhabitants of the several Townships in the Coun- 
ty of Northampton met on the 27th of September, 1775, 
and elected, by ballot, the following persons as Committee- 
Men for their respective Townships, viz: Leivis Gordon, 
Abraham Arndt, Thomas Sillyman, Henry Lawalt, Chris- 
topher Wagner, John Beil, Jacob Morry, David Deshler, 
Peter Rhoads, John Greesemer, John Wetzel, Andrew 
Englemen, Daniel Knows, John Hartman, Thomas Everet, 
John Hunsacker, John Soft, George Gilbert, Niegel 
Gray, Peter Anthony, William Beck, Jacob Hubler, 
Benjamin Depuy, Godfrey Greenswich, Robert Levers, 
Nicholas Depuy, Jacobus Vangarda, and James Vano- 
ken. 

At the same time, the following persons were chosen a 
Committee of Correspondence, to wit: Lewis Gordon, 
Christopher Wagner, Jacob Morry, Thomas Sillyman, 
and Henry Lawalt. 

New. York, September 27, 1775. 

We hear from Dutchess County, that on Saturday, the 
16th instant, James Smith, Esq., a Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas for that County, was very handsomely tarred 
and feathered, for acting in open contempt of the Resolves 
of the County Committee, as was Coen Smith, of said 
place, for the like behaviour ; they were carted five or six 
miles into the country. The Judge undertook to sue for 
and recover the arms taken from the Tories by order of 
said Committee, and actually committed one of the Com- 
mittee, who assisted at disarming the Tories, which enraged 
the people so much, that they rose and rescued the pri- 
soner, and poured out their resentment on this villainous 
retailer of the law. 

JOHN N. BLEECKER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Albany, September 27, 1775. 

Sir: Having been informed that it was some time ago 
resolved, in Congress, that all those who had any demands 
for publick charges on that body, should lay a state of their 
accounts before them, or the Committee of Inspection ap- 
pointed for the purpose of auditing accounts ; in consequence 
of which, I enclose you an account of provisions, stores, bag- 
gage, he, forwarded from Albany to Fort George, speci- 
fying by whom sent, and what kind of carriage ; also, an 
account of stores and provisions purchased, and other ex- 
penses for services performed, &c, for which the particular 
accounts are likewise enclosed, which I request may be 
returned, after being examined, to Abraham Yates, Peter 
Sylvester, and Henry Glen, Esquires. You have also a 
general account, by which it will appear that a balance is 
due to wagoners, teamsters, he.., he, of fourteen hundred 
and ninety-eight Pounds, fifteen Shillings and five Pence, 
for which sum I have this day drawn on you, in favour of 
Mr. Matties Arnest, and hope my draft will be honoured. 
Several persons, from whom the provisions, &c, have been 
bought, complain of a delay in payment, and often intimate 
that they are in want of money; that they could long since 
have had cash, had they sold their provisions to others ; 
and the wagoners and teamsters also express their uneasi- 
ness at the want of their dues, and plainly say that they 
are and have been deceived with fair promises, which I 
have indeed often been forced to make use of, in order to 
induce them to load, by telling them that they would all 
be paid off before the end of August last. With respect 
to the carpenters, they are also in anxious expectation of 
being paid ; some having large families to maintain, and 
nothing wherewith to purchase the common necessaries of 
life. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

John N. Bleecker. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston. 

Dorchester, September 27, 1775. 
To the Honourable Board of Counsellors and House of 
Representatives of the Province of Massachusetts- 
Bay, in General Assembly now sitting in Watertown. 
The Memorial of the Company of Foot raised in the 
-! ThwQ.of Worcester, and now in the Continental 
: Army, in the Regiment whereof Jonathan Ward, 
Esq., is Colonel, together with the principal part of 



said Regiment, being raised out of the County of Wor- 
cester, humbly sheweth : 

That the said Town and County have been intolerably 
infested with a cruel and merciless set of Tories, who 
exerted all their wit, sophistry, and influence, to proselyte 
slaves to the supreme legislative power of the British Par- 
liament, and to disconcert every method used by the wise 
and zealous friends of the free, happy, and most noble 
Constitution of the Empire, and discovered a most merci- 
less, inimical temper towards our Provincial and Colony 
Charters, styling the sons of freedom, or friends to the 
Constitution, rebels and traitors, and menacing death and 
cruel tortures as their just and remediless portion. 

That when the bloody era commenced, and the brave 
appeared in arms to defend their invaluable rights against 
Troops formed, posted, and ordered to massacre all that 
would not submit to their merciless decrees, and all Ame- 
rica, with one heart and voice, cordially united to take up 
arms, as their dernier resort, for their defence, then these 
hardy wretches trembled ; some confessed, and like vermin 
crawling among the roots of vegetables, endeavouring to 
secrete themselves, while they are a nuisance to the cause 
of justice and judgment ; or in sheep's clothing secretly 
watching for prey to gratify their voracious appetites, or 
availing themselves of the good opinion of the prudent, 
ascend into places of power or profit, and rendered capa- 
ble of acting their predecessor Judas's part, when oppor- 
tunity favours their design, betray the good cause with all 
hail ! and a hypocritical kiss. 

That others fled to Boston, there to advise and act as 
open and avowed enemies to their brethren, encouraging 
the disheartened and chagrined Troops to all merciless acts 
of violence and bloody scenes, stimulating the British 
Ministry and all the tools of tyranny to pursue their bloody 
decrees with all vengeance upon us ; by which means, in 
our humble opinion, they have forfeited all right to Ame- 
rican properly, and even their lives, with every auirava- 
tion of guilt, as did ever a bloody set of merciless robbers 
or desperate pirates. 

That as some of those vermin, or worse, emissaries of 
tyranny, are crawling out of Boston to their forfeited seats 
at Worcester, there is reason to suspect that either their, 
expectations fail, and therefore would gladly return to their 
former seats and profits, until a more favourable opportunity 
presents to carry their evil machinations into execution ; or 
they are contriving by degrees to slide back to their seats, 
and there to avail themselves of the good opinion of the 
people, in order to play their parts to divide and subdivide, 
or by some methods weaken our union, or to form some 
diabolical plan for the Ministry to save the supremacy of Par- 
liament, under some soft, sophistical, reconciliatory terms. 

Wherefore, we, your humble memorialists, entreat your 
honours not to suffer any of those who return (however 
humble and penitent they may appear) to go at large or 
return to their former seats, or even to be so far favoured 
as to be confined within the limits of Worcester, but treat 
them as they deserve, enemies in a superlative degree; 
confine them close, and render them incapable of doin°- 
harm ; or return them to Boston, their favourite asylum. ° 
Your honours' petitioners cannot but flatter themselves 
with a most sanguine expectation of this so rational a 
request being fully granted, especially as we are risking 
our lives in our Country's cause. It must greatly dishearten 
us to hear our most notorious enemies are tolerated and 
winked at, while on the other hand we find no necessity to 
pray to our Commander-in-Chief for a detachment to ap- 
prehend and confine enemies, who are secured properly by 
our civil fathers, under whose jurisdiction they appear; 
and, thus encouraged, as in duty bound, shall ever pray, &c. 
Jonathan Ward, Colonel, ") 
Eben. Cleveland, Chaplain, In behalf 
Seth Washburn, Captain, V of the 
Luxe Drury, Captain, Regiment. 

John Smith, Lieutenant, J 
And presented to the honourable Board, by Colonel 
Ward, Captain Washburn, and Captain Mitten. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF WARWICK. 

Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Burgesses, 
and Inhabitants of the Borough of Warwick, presented to 



825 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, SEPTEMBER, 1775. 



826 



His Majesty by the Hon. Robert Fulke Greevilk, one of 
their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

May it please your Majesty : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Burgesses, and Inhabitants 
of the Borough of Warwick, unbiased by party, unawed 
by faction, and not blinded by false patriotism, but actuated 
by a dutiful and sincere regard for your Majesty's person, 
arising from the clearest conviction of your Majesty's earn- 
est wishes and endeavours to promote the prosperity of 
Great Britain, humbly presume to address your Majesty, 
with hearts replete with gratitude for the innumerable bless- 
ings which, through Providence, and the wisdom and mild- 
ness of your Majesty's Government, we now enjoy. 

It is with the utmost concern we see the acts of the 
British Legislature contemned and opposed by many of 
your Majesty's subjects in North-America, through the 
incitement and misrepresentation of artful, designing, and 
seditious men, both at home and abroad ; who, under the 
specious pretext of preserving the liberty of the people, 
are aiming at a total subversion of all law and good gov- 
ernment, and consequently introducing the worst of tyran- 
nies. 

And we cannot but sincerely lament that they have so 
far succeeded, under the cloak of mock .patriotism, as to 
incite numbers of your Majesty's American subjects to be 
guilty of open rebellion. 

We therefore think we should but ill deserve the appel- 
lation of Englishmen, if we refrained from declaring, to our 
Sovereign and to the world, our utter abhorrence of the 
authors and abetters of such outrageous and traitorous 
proceedings. 

And, at this alarming crisis, we consider ourselves 
obliged, as loyal subjects, and real friends to the true in- 
terest of Great Britain and its inestimable Constitution, to 
assure your Majesty, that, as the lenient treatment of your 
Majesty's infatuated and misled subjects in America has 
been insufficient to induce and prevail on them to return 
to their reason and allegiance, we apprehend compulsory 
and effectual methods are not only justifiable in law and 
conscience, but absolutely expedient to be exerted with 
vigour and resolution. 

And we beg leave to assure your Majesty, that we will, 
with alacrity and spirit, support, to the utmost of our 
ability, such measures as your Majesty shall think proper 
to pursue for enforcing and maintaining obedience to the 
laws in every part of your Majesty's Dominions ; entirely 
confiding in your Majesty's goodness, because we are fully 
satisfied that, upon this important occasion, every plan 
which your Majesty shall adopt will be so judiciously con- 
certed, and wisely directed, that it will preserve the free- 
dom of the Constitution inviolate, and advance the honour 
and prosperity of this Kingdom. 

Given under our hands, and the common seal of the 
Borough of Warwick, this twenty-eighth day of Septem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 



General Post-Offlce, London, September 28, 1775. 
A mail will be despatched from hence on Wednesday 
next, for New-York, and also one for Charlestown ; after 
which, there will be no regular conveyance for Letters from 
this office to North-America ; but whenever a packet may 
be despatched to any part of the Continent, proper notice 
will be given. 

HENRY WISNER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, September 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen : By the first safe opportunity I send you 
the thirty-two articles of agreement for the due regulation 
and government of the Associators in the Colony of Penn- 
sylvania. 

I beg the favour of you to let me know, as quick as 
possible, whether the saltpetre has arrived from Connecticut, 
that your Committee of Safety informed me of a few days 
ago,when last in Town; also, if any accounts from that which 
was expected another way. I want to send to the work- 
men as quick as possible, but dare not send till I can get 
some saltpetre, at least a few hundred weight. 



I am, Gentlemen, your assured friend and very humble 
servant, Henry Wisner. 

To John Haring and John McKesson, Esquires. 

Philadelphia, September 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Enclosed I send you the military articles 
delivered out by the Committee of Safety for the Colony 
of Pennsylvania. After I bad wrote the enclosed letter, I 
found that the Associators generally refused signing, and 
that they had printed their reasons for so doing. I then 
thought best to wait till I could send both together, which 
I hope may apologize for my not sending sooner. It is 
some matter of doubt with me, whether our people will be 
prevailed on to sign them. I rather think they will not. 
However, you will be the best judges of that, and the pro- 
priety of so doing, if it may be done. 

I beg you to send me an answer to that part of the 
enclosed letter that relates to saltpetre, as quick as possible. 
Direct my letters to the care of William Will, in the corner 
of Second and Arch Streets. If you deliver it to Henry 
Will, Pewterer, in New-York, he will send it, as he very 
frequently corresponds with his brother. 

I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

Henry Wisner. 

general wooster to general washington. 

Harlem, September 28, 1775. 

Sir: This just serves to inform your Excellency that I 
returned to this place, from Long-Island, immediately upon 
the receipt of your favour of the 2d instant, and that, in 
pursuance of an order from the Continental Congress, 1 
shall this afternoon embark, with all the Troops under my 
command, for Albany, there to wait the orders of General 
Schuyler. 

I am, Sir, in haste, your Excellency's most obedient 
humble servant, David Wooster. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

In the Committee of the County of Westchester, held 
at Lieutenant Bull's, at the White Plains, September 28, 
1775: 

Resolved, That notice be given in one of the publick 
newspapers of this Colony, that any of the inhabitants of 
Westchester County, who go to the Fort, now building at 
Martelaer's Rock, without a certificate from the Chairman, 
or two of the Committee of said County, of their being 
friends to the liberty of America, will be apprehended by 
the persons employed in building the Fort. 

Extract from the Minutes : 

Gilbert Drake, Chairman. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 3, 1775.] 
, Ticonderoga, September 28, 1775. 

Sir : I am this moment honoured with your favour of the 
20th instant. The honourable Congress have my warmest 
acknowledgments, and they may rest assured that nothing 
on my part shall be wanting to ensure that success they so 
earnestly wish, and I hope soon to congratulate them on 
it. Whilst I deprecate the untimely misfortune which pre- 
vents me from sharing in the immediate glory, it was per- 
haps inflicted, in such a critical hour, to serve the common 
cause ; for if I had not arrived here, even on the very day 
I did, as sure as God lives the Army would have starved. 
The letters I have been obliged to write to several officers, 
I have been under the necessity of couching in terms that 
I should be ashamed of, did not necessity apologize for me. 
In twenty-two days, five hundred and thirty-eight barrels 
of provisions only had been sent across Lake George, and 
two hundred and sixty men, which take as many batteaus 
as would have carried two hundred barrels more, and not 
an ounce had been sent from this place, except twenty days' 
allowance for about two hundred and thirty men, who had 
left this after me, and before my return here. In six days, 
since my arrival, five hundred and forty-two barrels have 
been brought over Lake George, and two hundred men 
with only the same boats, and have sent to the Army three 
batteaus, with rum and artillery stores, two hundred and 
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eighty-nine barrels of provision, and three hundred and 
ninety-five men, with twenty days' provisions each. The 
horrid anxiety I suffered, from this dreadful situation of the 
Army, is now abated, and 1 hope for so sufficient a resto- 
ration as to enable me to join soon. 

I do not think I shall have occasion for General Woos- 
ter's Regiment, as I only wait for batteaus to send on five 
hundred New-Yorkers, that I now have here, and which I 
suppose will soon embark, as the wind is now favourable 
for craft to come from St. John's, and which I expect with 
impatience. 

The Troops from Connecticut have not been mustered. 
They made objections which, though not satisfactory to 
me, I was under a necessity of yielding to. I foresee a 
variety of difficulties in settling accounts, not only with 
them, but with every other corps. They are, however, 
surmountable ; and J believe that I have formed a plan 
which will answer the purpose, and which 1 shall do my- 
self the honour to lay before Congress on a future day. 

Enclose your honour a copy of my last, which, as I did 
not send by express, may be detained; that of the 19th 
I hope is come to hand. It is a pity that there is no post 
between New-York and Albany. I believe it would be no 
publick expense. 

I am, honoured Sir, most respectfully, your obedient and 
very humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

Ticonderoga, September 94, 1775. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations, sent to Canada, re- 
turned this day, and make the following report: 

That by the unskilfulness of their pilot they got lost 
when they set out from Isle-aux-Noix, and fell in with St. 
John's, from whence they retired undiscovered. That on 
the second day they got within eight miles of Caughna- 
wnga, and there met one hundred Indians, of different na- 
tions, going to St. John's. That in a conference with them 
it was determined that they should return to Caughnawaga, 
to hear what the Deputies of the Six Nations had to say. 
That two of the party which they met went to some In- 
dians that were with Colonel Johnson, who, upon the intel- 
ligence, quitted Johnson and went to Caughnawaga. When 
the Indians were arrived at Caughnawaga, they met an 
emissary of Colonel Johnson's there, who, finding that the 
Indians would not fight against us, disguised himself and 
retired to Montreal. Colonel Johnson, on receiving the 
account, sent Colonel Claus, and Brandt, a Mohawk, to in- 
vite them to come to him, and Claus gave a string to one 
of the Deputies. The Caughnawagas dissuaded the De- 
puties from going, lest they be served like the Stock- 
bridge Indians, and be made prisoners ; upon which they 
returned the string, declaring they were not sent to John- 
son, but to the Caughnawagas. This answer pleased the 
latter. That when they delivered my message to invite 
the Caughnawagas to come to me at Isle-aux-Noix or St. 
John's, the Mohawk, Brandt, that attended Claus, ex- 
claimed, " It is over with Johnson; all the Indians will quit 
him." That the Caughnawagas were pleased with the 
message from the Six Nations, and with my invitation, and 
promised to comply with it. That the Deputies slept one 
night with them. That next day the Caughnawagas re- 
tired to a distant house with them, where they remained one 
night, for fear of an accident, and then seven of their prin- 
cipal men attended them to General Montgomery, at St. 
John's, where they declared that the General might de- 
pend upon it that they would not take a gun in hand 
against us, and pay not the least attention to Guy Johnson; 
that they would remain neuter. 

Quedor, Jan Jost. 
Jacobus, Cornelis. 

new-hampshire committee of safety to general 
sullivan. 

Committee of Safety, Exeter, September 28, 1775. 

Sir : Yours of the 23d instant we this moment received, 
and, in answer thereto, must observe we are equally sorry 
with you that the New-Hampshire Troops complain, or 
have occasion for complaint. The cause we think obvious. 
When our Congress raised their Troops, they promised 
them one month's pay, as soon as it could be emitted, and 



the remainder when they should be disbanded. The latter 
end of July last, a. Sub-Committee from this waited on 
General Washington, to get information from him what was 
farther expected from the Colony, towards supplying and 
paying our Troops ; who reported that the General told 
them he every day expected the appointment of a Com- 
missary-General, and that as soon as that took place he 
should take charge of the whole Army as Continental, and 
provide for and (as they understood him) pay their whole 
wages except the first month's, which this Colony had ad- 
vanced. Upon which report, our Congress voted to emit 
such a sum of money as they judged sufficient to pay for 
supplying our Troops, and some other contingencies, until 
the Commissary-General took charge of them, and then 
adjourned to the last day of October next. 

This Committee never had an idea that it would be ex- 
pected from the Colony to pay the Troops any more wa^es, 
nor ever received the most distant hint of the kind from 
any person whomsoever, until General Washington lately 
made a requisition for the payment of one month's wa^es 
to those soldiers of this Colony who were going to Quebeck 
with Col. Arnold, who, by the way, would have peaceably 
accepted one month's pay, agreeable to the requisition, had 
it not been for your postscript to Ichabod Rollins, Esq., 
" that those who had not been paid up to the month of Au- 
gust ought to be paid immediately," which they saw, and 
utterly refused to proceed without being paid accordingly; 
whereby we were obliged to pay them two months' wages, 
instead of the one General Washington had required. 

Previous to this, we had sent two of this Committee to 
wait upon General Washington, and to inquire into some 
matters relating to the Army, who report that "when they 
arrived at the camp, they were told General Washington 
had given it out in general orders that the Troops should be 
paid by their respective Colonies up to August, and that 
our soldiers had been told they might daily expect this 
Colony to send the money for that purpose;" which sur- 
prised them very much, as it does all of .us, that the sol- 
diers should be made to expect what the Colony was igno- 
rant of, and could not possibly perform. They waited on 
General Washington, and conversed with him on the sub- 
ject. He informed them that Connecticut and one other 
State (which they supposed was Rhode-Island) had desired 
him not to pay their Troops; and that General Sullivan had 
told him New-Hampshire " could as well pay their Troops 
as not," which was the occasion of his giving said orders, 
at a time the military chest was almost empty, and the 
money long expected from Philadelphia was not arrived. 
That the Massachusetts Troops had, besides the month's 
pay advanced, received but one month's wages, and that 
out of the Continental money. 

As to the blankets, we always understood that there was 
only a few but were supplied long ago; and those few we 
supposed the officers (as there was a constant intercourse) 
had received from the Selectmen of their respective Towns, 
the way directed by our Congress. 

Ichabod Rollins, Esq., one of our Committee of Sup- 
plies, had orders, in July last, to provide a hundred coats for 
those persons who lost their clothes at Charlestown battle. 
And, previous to the reception of yours, we had provided 
for the payment of their whole loss, which was as early as 
the circumstances of the Colony would admit of. 

And now, Sir, upon this state of facts, which we aver to 
be just, we would ask where the "great defect" has been, 
and to whom the uneasiness of the Troops ought to be im- 
puted ; whether, as circumstances turned up, the Colony 
could have done more, unless they could have divined into 
the determinations and consequent expectations in and about 
the camp. Certainly, if it became requisite for the Colony 
to have paid up their Troops to the 4th of August, it 
was necessary they should have been notified thereof, in 
order that they might have made the provision needful, be- 
fore the soldiers were encouraged to expect the immediate 
payment thereof. 

However, we are zealous of doing every thin" - in our 
power necessary for the good of our Troops, the Army, and 
the important cause in which we are engaged. But until 
a vote of Congress for striking off more money, we shall be 
unable to advance any for the payment of wages; we havin<> 
scarcely enough to pay for the coats promised them, the loss 
at Bunker's Hill, &zc, which on Monday last we ordered 
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to be paid, which, with a month's wages that General Wash- 
ington assured our Committee he would pay as soon as he 
received the money from Philadelphia, which he daily 
expected, will answer their present necessities until our 
Congress meets, the last of October next, and' shall order 
money to be struck ofF, which we expect they then will, 
to settle the rolls to the 4th of August. And in the 
mean time we hope the officers of the several Regiments 
will endeavour to keep and maintain quiet and harmony in 
their respective corps, rather than raise difficulties them- 
selves, and then instil them into their men. 

In behalf of the Committee, I am, Sir, your humble 

servant, , T rr, ni • 

' Matthew Ihornton, Chairman. 

Honourable John Sullivan, Esq. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO NATHANIEL TIIACY. 

Fort Western, September 28, 1775. 

Dear Sir : This will be handed you by Captain Clark- 
son, who will acquaint you with the particulars of our voy- 
age, which has been very troublesome indeed. To Captain 
Clarkson I am under many obligations, for his activity, vigi- 
lance, and care of the whole fleet, both on our passage and 
since our arrival here, for which he may-very possibly be 
blamed by some of the other Captains ; but he has really 
merited much, and will always give me a sensible pleasure 
to hear of his welfare and success, as 1 think him very de- 
serving. 

I must embrace this opportunity to acknowledge the 
many favours received from you at Newbury ; and am, with 
my best respects to Mrs. Tracy, your brother, and Mr. 
Jackson, he, dear Sir, yours, &c, B. Arnold. 

To Mr. Nathaniel Tracy. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL ENOS. 

Fort Western, September 29, 1775. 

Sir: You will forward on Captain Williams's and Cap- 
tain Scott's Companies, with the remainder of Captain Mc- 
Cobtfs, and any others left behind, as fast as possible. 
Order them to follow the route of the Army, and join at 
Chaudier Pond. You will bring up the rear, and order 
on all stragglers except those sick, which you will send on 
board the Broad-Bay, Captain Clarkson. Leave two or 
three men with the Commissary, to assist him, and hurry on 
as fast as possible without fatiguing the men too much. 
Bring on with you all the carpenters of Captain Colburn's 
Company, and as much provision as the batteaus will carry. 
When the Indians arrive, hurry them on as fast as possible. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, „ . 

' ' ' ' B. Arnold. 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Enos. 



MEETING OE THE LIVERY OF LONDON. 

At a Meeting of the Livery of London, in Common 
Hall assembled, on Friday, the 29th of September, 1775: 

The Lord Mayor, Aldermen Bull, Sawbridge, Thomas, 
Lee, Hart, the two new Sheriffs, the Recorder, and other 
City Officers, met in the Council Chamber, Guildhall, went 
to St. Lawrence's Church and heard divine service, and a 
sermon preached by the Reverend Mr. Williamson, the 
Lord Mayor's Chaplain ; they then returned to Guildhall. 
After some little stay in the Council Chamber, they came 
upon the hustings, when the Recorder coming forward, 
said it was the duty of his office to explain the business 
of the day. He remarked that the Livery were then 
called to the exercise of the most invaluable of all their 
privileges; that much depended on the choice of a Lord 
Mayor, who was elected for the preservation of the pub- 
lick peace, and whose duty consisted in the protection of 
the innocent and the repression of the guilty. He ob- 
served that the weight the metropolis possessed, through- 
out the Kingdom, would make the conduct operate as an 
example to other Corporations, and hoped that the Livery 
would return two such gentlemen to the Court of Alder- 
men : that on whichsoever their choice might fall, the gene- 
rous views of the Electors would be fully answered. This 
speech was received with the applause it deserved. 

The Lord Mayor and Aldermen now retired, and procla- 



mation was made that all Non-Liverymen should depart 
the hall ; but not a soul stirred. 

Mr. Common Sergeant now read the names of the Al- 
dermen in nomination to the office, and said, " If you are 
inclined to have the Lord Mayor added to the list, it must 
be signified in writing, signed by two Liverymen ;" on 
which, such notification was handed up, and signed Samuel 
Cork, Richard Brewer, and Thomas Gorst. 

The Common Sergeant proceeded to read the names in 
nomination, which were received in the following manner: 
Halifax, three hands, (loud laughing;) Eisdale, eight hands, 
(laughing and hissing;) Kennett, two hands, (laughing and 
hissing;) Sawbridge, almost every hand, (roar of applause 
and clapping;) Oliver, a hundred hands, (clapping and 
hooting intermixed;) Lewes, general clapping; Plomer, 
(much clapping;) Hart, (moderate clapping with hooting ;) 
Lee, (general applause;) Wilkes, all hands, (three shouts, 
and general clapping.) 

The Common Sergeant declared the Sheriffs' opinion 
that the election had fallen on the Lord Mayor and Mr. 
Sawbridge, to be returned to the Court of Aldermen for 
their choice of one of those gentlemen. 

There not being a sufficient number of Aldermen, by 
four, to make a Court, there ensued a vacancy of business 
for an hour and a half, while messengers were despatched 
to rally the scattered forces ; but the Court being at length 
complete, the business was soon done. All the Magis- 
trates coming on the hustings, the Recorder said that the 
Sheriffs have returned the Lord Mayor and Mr. Sawbridge 
to the Court of Aldermen, and their choice had fallen on 
the latter ; and, said he, " I hereby dedare/oAn Sawbridge, 
Esq., Lord Mayor for the year ensuing." This declaration 
was received with loud bursts of applause. 

The Lord Mayor elect, being invested with the gold 
chain, addressed the Livery as follows: 
"Gentlemen of the Livery: 

" Permit tne to return you my sincere thanks for this 
fresh mark of your approbation and confidence. The office 
which I have been elected to, by your suffrages, and the 
scrutiny in the Court of Aldermen, I think it my duty to 
accept. 1 will discharge it with assiduity and fidelity. 

" The rights and franchises of the Corporation collect- 
ively, and of each of my fellow-citizens individually, I will 
defend at the risk of my life and fortune. 

" The present crisis is likely to be productive of impor- 
tant and dangerous events. I wish my abilities may be 
equal to the occasion. You may depend on my integrity 
and resolution. I will assemble you in Common Hall as 
often as I find the occasion requires it, or a proper applica- 
tion is made to me for the purpose." 

This speech was received with the merited applause. 

The Lord Mayor now informed the citizens that he had 
received a letter from the Congress at Philadelphia, signed 
John Hancock, and addressed to the Lord Mayor and Live- 
ry of London, which was read, and is as follows: 

" Philadelphia, July 8, 1775. 

" My Lord : Permit the Delegates of the people of the 
twelve ancient Colonies to pay your Lordship, and the very 
respectable body of which you are head, the-just tribute of 
gratitude and thanks for the virtuous and unsolicited resent- 
ment you have shown to the violated rights of a free people. 
The City of London, my Lord, having in all ages approved 
itself the patron of liberty and the support of just govern- 
ment, against lawless tyranny and oppression, cannot fail to 
make us deeply sensible of the powerful aid our cause must 
receive from such advocates — a cause, my Lord, worthy 
the support of the first city in the w T orld, as it involves the 
fate of a great Continent, and threatens to shake the founda- 
tions of a flourishing, and, until lately, a happy Empire. 

" North- America, my Lord, wishes most ardently for a 
lasting connection with Great Britain, on terms of just and 
equal liberty; less than which generous minds will not offer, 
nor brave and free ones be willing to receive. 

"A cruel war has at length been opened against us; and 
whilst we prepare to defend ourselves like the descendants 
of Britons, we still hope that the mediation of wise and 
good citizens will at length prevail over despotism, and re- 
store harmony and peace, on permanent principles, to an 
oppressed and divided Empire. 
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"We have the honour to be, my Lord, with great esteem, 
your Lordship's faithful friends and fellow-subjects. 
" By order of the Congress : 

" John Hancock, President. 

" To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and Livery 

of London." 

Mr. Stavely moved that the Letter should be entered on 
the Records of the City, and the motion was received with 
only about a dozen dissenting hands. 

Mr. Deputy Piper then acquainted the Livery, that at a 
previous meeting of the Livery at the Half-Moon Tavern, 
in Cheapside, on Monday evening last, at which meeting 
he was Chairman, it was by them agreed that an Address 
to the Electors of Great Britain, on the present alarming 
crisis of publick grievances, be recommended from that 
meeting to the consideration of the next Common Hall. 

And an Address being accordingly produced, a motion 
was made, and the question put, that the said Address be 
now read. It was resolved in the affirmative, and the said 
Address was read accordingly. 

Resolved, That the Address to the Electors of Great 
Britain, now read, be entitled " The Address of the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of London, in Common Hall 
assembled," and be entered in the City Records, and pub- 
lished in the papers, signed by the Lord Mayor and She- 
riffs, and countersigned by the Town Clerk; which Ad- 
dress follows in these words : 

To the Electors of Great Britain: 

Gentlemen: The mischiefs which have already arisen, 
and the great calamities which are threatened from the un- 
natural war excited in America by the arbitrary and inexo- 
rable spirit of His Majesty's Ministers and advisers, have 
impressed our minds with alarms and apprehensions, which 
occasions this address to you. 

As Electors, we are more particularly called upon to take 
into consideration these dangerous proceedings against our 
fellow-subjects in America, because the representatives of 
the people are unhappily made the instruments of these 
measures. 

It is impossible we can see, without the utmost alarm, 
preparations making for the prosecution of an extensive 
and ruinous war with our own Colonies, from which so 
much of our commerce, and therefore the sources of our 
wealth, are derived. The inevitable consequence of this 
must be an increase of taxes, already too heavy, and an 
addition to the national debt, which presses us with intole- 
rable weight. We beg you to consider what must be the 
situation of this Kingdom, under an augmentation of taxes, 
and a diminution of commerce ; an increase of national 
debt, and an equal decrease of national resources. 

These are the immediate and unavoidable consequences 
of this war. The probable ones are still more fatal. If 
our natural and inveterate enemies should fall upon us when 
we are exhausted of men and money, when our most valua- 
ble commerce is ruined, and our bravest and veteran troops 
sacrificed, what is it that can shield us from immediate 
ruin? If we involve ourselves, then, in this obstinate and 
expensive civil war, we must owe our safety to the forbear- 
ance of our enemies. Neither do we think it improbable, 
from the desperate valour with which the Americans de- 
fend their dearest liberties, that all our efforts will be unsuc- 
cessful, and that we shall at last be obliged to sit down 
under a grievous addition of debt, the shame of defeated 
armaments, and the fatal loss of our useful and affectionate 
Colonies. 

The provision that is making for the introduction of Ha- 
noverian and Hessian Troops, instead of removing, con- 
firms our apprehensions ; because we cannot have any 
confidence in the protection of foreign mercenaries, and 
feel at once the shame and folly of that policy which is to 
burden us with taxes for the payment of foreign protectors, 
while our own brave troops are slaughtered in an unnatural, 
unnecessary, inglorious contest. 

For the certain expenses of this war we see no repara- 
tion, even in conquest. Desolated fields, and depopulated 
Provinces, are little likely to contribute to our necessities, 
either by revenue or commerce. No complaint from the 
merchants and manufacturers in Great Britain, of illicit 
trade and acts of navigation infringed, has called for these 



coercive measures. On the contrary, they have repeatedly 
petitioned against the principles upon which the war was 
founded. To secure our commerce, therefore, can neither 
be the aim nor the issue of this war. Neither can it be to 
settle a due 1 subordination of the Colonies upon the Parent 
State, since they have repeatedly and solemnly acknow- 
ledged their subordination, and submitted to our control. 

We cannot, therefore, discover any real object or pos- 
sible event of this dispute, should we be successful, but that 
of establishing the arbitrary power of the Crown over our 
fellow-subjects in America, which must greatly endanger 
the Constitution here, and increasing the number of place- 
men and pensioners, already so enormous as to threaten the 
utter destruction of freedom and independence among us. 

The people of the Colonies have appealed to their fel- 
low-subjects in Great Britain, for the justice and necessity 
of their conduct. We are convinced of their having been 
injured and oppressed. We sympathize in their griefs, and 
revere their fortitude. Every motive of humanity, of jus- 
tice, and of interest, call upon us to condemn the measures 
of which they complain, and to declare that we will never 
willingly contribute to urge their oppressions or abridge 
their liberties. 

It has been our grief and our misfortune to see that the 
repeated petitions from His Majesty's subjects in America, 
supported by many in this Country, have not availed to 
prevent the dreadful extremities we now lament. The pe- 
titioners have been studiously driven to the last resources 
of despair, by a denial of redress, and an accumulation of 
grievances, too severe to be endured by a free people. 

In the united petition last year, from all the Colonies to 
the King, they asked for peace, liberty, and safety. Did 
it become us to refuse such a request? or to persist in vio- 
lating the peace, liberty, and safety of any part of our fel- 
low-subjects ? They pledged themselves that in time of 
war they will be ready and willing to demonstrate their 
loyalty to His Majesty, by exerting their most strenuous 
efforts in granting supplies and raising forces. What can 
we, in justice, require more from a part of the Empire, re- 
strained, in points of commercial advantages, for our benefit, 
and labouring, in consequence of that restraint, under a 
heavy and accumulating debt? Can we expect success 
from a war founded in such flagrant injustice? " Appeal- 
ing," say they, " to that Being who searches thoroughly 
the hearts of his creatures, we solemnly profess that our 
councils have been influenced by no other motive than a 
dread of impending destruction." 

That dread has been realized. Famine, fire, and sword, 
have answered their reasonable requests and earnest appli- 
cations. Utter destruction, or unconditional submission, is 
the only alternative left them by this imperious and intem- 
perate Administration. 

Yet still they were determined to try the force of fresh 
supplication. This they have done in their late petition to 
the throne, more humble, but still fruitless as the former. 
They say: " Knowing to what violent resentments and in- 
curable animosities civil discords are apt to exasperate and 
inflame the contending parties, we think ourselves required, 
by indispensable obligations to Almighty God, to your Ma- 
jesty, to our fellow-subjects and ourselves, immediately to 
use all the means in our power, not incompatible with our 
safety, for stopping the farther effusion of blood, and for 
averting the impending calamities which threaten the Bri- 
tish Empire." 

We feel these as the most amiable sentiments of men, 
cordially interested in our welfare, and earnestly aiming at 
peace and reconciliation. 

In pursuit of these laudable purposes, they solemnly de- 
clare their most ardent desire that " the former harmony 
between the two Countries may be restored, and a concord 
may be established between them, upon so firm a basis as 
to perpetuate its blessings, uninterrupted by any future dis- 
sensions, to succeeding generations, in both Countries." 
They declare that "they do not request such, a reconcilia- 
tion as might, in any manner, be inconsistent with the dig- 
nity or welfare of Great Britain;" that " they are ready 
and willing, at all times, as they have ever been, with their 
lives and fortunes, to assert and maintain the rights and in- 
terests of His Majesty, and of their Mother Country." 
They therefore implore His Majesty " to take measures for 
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preventing the farther destruction of the lives of his sub- 
jects; and that he will be pleased to direct some modeby 
which the united applications of his faithful Colonists to 
throne, in pursuance of their common councils, may be the 
improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation, and 
that the wished-for opportunity may soon be restored to 
them, of evincing the sincerity of their professions by every 
testimony of devotion becoming the most dutiful subjects 
and the most affectionate Colonists." 

To this petition an answer has been refused. The un- 
happy petitioners are left to deplore the prospect of inexo- 
rable warand desolation, and to seek protection in those 
fatal resources which self-preservation suggests against im- 
pending destruction. 

This, Gentlemen, is the alarming state of America, which 
fills us with anxiety and apprehensions. 

We lament the blood that has been already shed. We 
deplore the fate of those brave men who are devoted to 
hazard their lives, not against the enemies of the British 
name, but against the friends of the prosperity and glory of 
Great Britain. We feel for the honour of the British 
arms, sullied, not by the misbehaviour of those who bore 
them, but by the misconduct of the Ministers who employed 
them, to the oppression of their fellow-subjects. We are 
alarmed at the immediate, insupportable expense, and the 
probable consequences of a war, which we are convinced 
originated in violence and injustice, and must end in ruin. 
■ These are the sentiments, Gentlemen, which we take 
the liberty of communicating to you as the reasons upon 
which we have acted ; trusting that if they meet with your 
approbation, you will co-operate with us in endeavouring 
to bring the authors of these evils to the justice of their 
Country. 

Moved, That this Letter be entered on the City Records ; 
that it be signed by the Lord Mayor and Livery, and coun- 
tersigned by the Town Clerk. 

Passed unanimously in the affirmative. 

Signed in obedience to the order of the Common Hall. 

John Wilkes, Mayor. 



Waiting with eager impatience for good accounts from 
your Excellency, I beg leave to remain, with very great 
respect, Sir, your Excellency's most obedient and most 
humble servant, Patrick Tonyn. 



George Haley, 
Nath. Newnham. 



i Sheriffs. 



Countersigned by order : 



William Rix, Totcn- Clerk. 



GOVERNOUR TONYN TO GENERAL GAGE. 

St. Augustine, September 29, 1775. 

Sir : Major Furlong put off the embarkation of the 
detachment, in the expectation of the three Companies ar- 
rival, of the Sixteenth Regiment, in which case intending 
to proceed with the whole of the corps that is now here 
of the Fourteenth. 

As the Major does not know of my intention to remon- 
strate against the removal of the whole corps ; or does 
that intention exist or take place, but on the most certain 
grounds that a preparation is absolutely making by the 
rebels, with a design positively to attack this Province. I 
advised the detachment to be sent away, on the little pro- 
bability of the appearance of those Companies. If they 
did come, a vessel might be hired here to transport the 
remainder of the corps, in case the vessel that brought the 
three Companies was not sufficient. 

So far it is fortunate they have not departed sooner, that 
I have this opportunity to send to Virginia, on his way to 
your Excellency, Colonel Kirkland, who I have desired 
the Earl of Dunmore to despatch, without the loss of a 
moment, to Boston. He arrived here, recommended by 
Lord William Campbell. A correspondence had been 
held with him, which Lord William will certainly inform 
your Excellency. Colonel Kirkland's endeavours to serve 
His Majesty have raised a warm side in my heart for him. 
His account of matters in Carolina will be satisfactory to 
your Excellency. He does not seem to be a man that 
would deceive or mislead. He has all the appearance of 
a most sanguine friend of the Constitution. He is fair and 
plain in the description of the state of matters. I appre- 
hend he is very active in them. With these ideas, I beg 
leave to recommend Colonel Kirkland to your Excellency, 
entitled to the strongest introduction I can possibly ima- 
gine ; his duty and loyalty to the King: and his perfect 
attachment to and for the British Constitution. 
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FREDERICK GEORGE MULCASTER* TO BRIG. GEN. GRANT. 

St. Augustine, September 29, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I wrote you about six weeks ago, by Cap- 
tain Leslie, of the Fourteenth, who was going to Virginia; 
it was to be forwarded from thence by the first opportunity. 
Another detachment of sixty men is now going to the 
same place, so that our garrison consists of the colours of 
the Fourteenth Regiment, the Major and five officers, and 
about eighty men. They are also to leave us as soon as 
three Companies of the Sixteenth arrive, who are ordered 
here from West-Florida ; but as the order was dated so 
long back as last May, we are apprehensive it has miscar- _ 
ried. Tonyn did not want to part with this detachment, ' 
and he has told the Major if the three Companies do ar- 
rive he will detain him here. Tonyn intends to write to 
General Gage that he will do so ; but I imagine Mr. Gage 
will not be pleased to have his orders contradicted. 

The parson has asked leave to go to Boston, but the 
Governour refused him, telling him he had business of the 
utmost consequence to bring soon before the Council. This 
business we guess is about stopping the Major ; he is mis- 
taken if he thinks the Council will agree with him ; and 
as the Major is determined to go, (in consequence of the 
orders he has,) there will be no way of stopping him but 
by laying an embargo on the vessels ; and whether he can 
do that without the consent of Council, I don't know, but 
he is at present fully determined upon detaining them, 
should the Companies arrive. 

At this distance we are surprised to hear of the Army 
being inactive, from the 17th of June, (the day of the dear- 
bought victory at Bunker's Hill,) to the 4th of August, 
which is the latest accounts we have from thence. 

Our neighbours are exceeding riotous ; William Henry 
Drayton and Parson Tennant, the leaders in Carolina, 
Laurens, President of the General Committee. The pub- 
lick officers are disarmed, and confined to Charlestown. 
George Ronpell confined to his house, for having pre- 
sumed to open the mail on board the man-of-war; and 
they had the insolence to go to Lord William Campbell 
and ask to see the contents of his letters from Lord Dart- 
mouth. Captain Innes, his Lord William's Secretary, was 
ordered, with the others, to deliver his arms, and confine 
himself to Charlestown. He w T rote the Committee word 
that he had no objection to confine himself to the Town, 
but he had then before him five commissions which he had 
received from his present Majesty and his late royal grand- 
father ; and after such marks of favour, should he deliver 
up his sword to any person but such as was properly au- 
thorized to receive it, he should deserve to have it broke 
over his head ; they therefore must excuse his compliance. 
In consequence of this answer he received letters acquaint- 
ing him he had leave from the Committee to depart the 
Province; and it was expected he did so in twenty-four 
hours ; however, his time was afterwards limited to four 
days. He then went on board the man-of-war. Lord 
William has dissolved the Assembly, and is also gone on 
board the Tamar. 

The rebels have taken possession of Fort Johnson; and 
upon Lady William Campbell coming down in a boat to 
go to see her husband, these gentry fired at her and made 
her return to Charlestown. Georgia is as much inflamed 
as the other. Tarring and feathering, with every other 
act of violence, is daily committed. Lofthouse arrived 
here two or three days after I wrote you. The Governour 
sent his sloop out for some of the gunpowder which was 
come for the use of the fort; and the day after she came 
in, a sloop, with the rebels on board, came down to the 
bar, run alongside of Lofthouse, and took a hundred bar- 
rels of gunpowder from him, and carried it off to Carolina. 
We sent an officer and thirty men on board the Govern- 
our's sloop, as soon as we could get her out, after thejn } 
but they had too much start, and got into Georgia the day 
before. However, we have heard since, that they were so 
much alarmed, that the Georgia Troops all repaired to the 

* B roths r to George III. 
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place where the powder was, in order to defend it, and op- 
pose the landing of Troops, which report had made to 
consist of one hundred and eighty ; and being extreme hot 
weather, and lying out together, has killed several of 
them. 

The people in the back country of Carolina have re- 
fused to sign the Association, but unluckily they had no 
ammunition, or else these people would, to a man, oppose 
the rebel parly. The Militia of Charlesiown was ordered 
against them to enforce it, but these heroes refused. They 
said they took up arms to defend their property in Charles- 
town, and did not understand being sent to the back coun- 
try and leave it behind them. Some few, about fourteen, 
deserted from them, and entered on board the Tamar, in 
consequence of which the Committee published martial 
law, and directed that such of them as misbehaved should 
be punished, &c, in the same manner as soldiers. This 
gave offence to many, and some laid down their arms, de- 
claring that they were free, and took up arms to maintain 
that freedom, and not to be made slaves of by their own 
Committee; so that they are but in a confused state. 
Three or four Regiments would completely settle these 
scoundrels. I hope sincerely that their Town may be 
served the same as its namesake has been near Boston ; 
they richly deserve it, and are daily taking as much pains 
as possible to provoke General Gage to do it. 

The Cherokee sloop-of-war, with Mr. De Brahm on 
board, arrived at Charlestoivn the 7th of September, after 
a passage of ten weeks. Mrs. De Brahm died fifteen 
hours after her arrival. The Captain of the Tamar has 
taken the Cherokee unc|er his charge ; so De Brahm will 
be already in a squabble, as she was sent out to assist him 
in his survey. This account is from De Brahm to Gov- 
ernour Tonyn. I suppose he will come here if he can get 
an opportunity, or else go to Providence. 

I have heard the Cherokee is a fine sloop, but has only 
eight guns on board, although she can carry many more; 
she is as large as any of the sloops-of-war in the service. 
Governour Bute we hear nothing of. The Committees 
never trouble him ; a good reason for it, for he certainly is 
as great a rebel in his heart as any of them. The Georgia 
people talk of attacking us ; the fort, therefore, has been 
brushing up, the embrasures widened, &,c, under the in- 
spection of the Lieutenant-Governour. Tonyn applied lo 
me, but I had no money ; he then spoke to Moncrief, but 
he durst not draw on General Gage. The workmen, 
Hewitt, Sic., would not strike a stroke till they knew who 
were to be their paymasters. They would work for any one 
who ordered them, except ... . At last, Moultrie set 
them to work. Hewitt says he has no objection, for the 
Lieutenant-Governour is a good paymaster. Humbert, the 
carpenter, the other day asked me if you were coming 
here. I asked him why. He said he had been told you 
had wrote me word that you would be here in the fall. I 
told him you had intentions of that kind, but did not now 
expect you, as there was so much disturbance to the north- 
ward. He replied it was a great pity, as the tradesmen 
would be disappointed, for they had all resolved to make a 
large bonfire and illuminate their houses as soon as you 
came ashore. But for this man, he will absolutely ruin the 
Province ; for he pays no one, either for publick or private 
work. Governour Grant's bills were good ; he paid well ; 
to be sure he sometimes made hard bargains, but then he 
always paid people. Ay, if he was here, some good might 

be done for the Province; but at present . So much 

for Humbert. 

Your furniture is in the same state ; nor do I see a pros- 
pect of its being settled. He shoves off Yates with by 
and by, and time enough, &c. His Excellency gave a 
dinner yesterday to the Fourteenth, and some others. It 
is the only one he has given since the one he gave to John 
Stuart, on his arrival ; and for this purpose he borrowed 
from Moultrie, his cook, Ned, and the mulatto woman, 
Hester. How he does when he is by himself, nobody 
knows. A very severe copy of verses appeared at Payne's 
corner lately about him, his lady, and their flogging the 
negroes, &c. The author no one can guess at ; but there 
was great truth in them, and they were not very bad. 

Poor Cummings died about a fortnight ago, after a short 
illness ; we have had a sickly season. I, who am seldom 
sick, have had the fever, and, after getting almost well, 



relapsed, but am now quite recovered. The Provost-Mar- 
tial, Dod, came in Lofthouse; he seems disappointed 
in his expectations; he says you told him it was worth 
three hundred Pounds a yeaT ; but he has been sick, arid 
so have his wife and son, and therefore he cannot yet know 
much of the profits of his place. The old Levitts and 
the youngest son talk of going to England in Lofthoute, 
but the Governour is very averse to it, although no rea- 
son can be given for his being so, except his being fear- 
ful of Mr. Levitt's telling his relations of the life he leads. 
Frederick and Fanny go home in Lofthouse. Mrs. Ward 
is to go with them. As soon as they are inoculated, 
they are to go to school ; a good education is what I in- 
tend to give them, that they may the better be able to help 
themselves when they grow up. 

Skynncr is, as usual, very attentive to your interests, and 
your crop is in a thriving way. I have not seen it for some 
time, owing to my late sickness. Moultrie has really made 
a crop of rice at the Musquito; but his indigo, as it used 
to be seven years ago, is lost for want of vats. The Doctor 
has plenty of provisions, and will have more indigo than 
he expected, but I cannot say how much. Mr. South- 
well's plantation is doing very well. Poor Bisselt, about 
ten days ago, had his barn, by accident, burnt, with all his 
corn, indigo, &.c, to the amount of two hundred Pounds. 
Egan minds his planting ; he also gets about thirty Pounds 
a year from the rebel Delegate, Lynch, for inspecting a 
plantation which he has upon Cumberland. He goes to it 
(being only seven miles from Amelia) once in ten days ; 
therefore, he does not neglect the other by it. 

There arrived here, about four days ago, a Colonel Kirk- 
land, one of the back country settlers in South- Carolina. 
He refused to sign the Association, and was the occasion 
of many others doing so. William H. Drayton did* his 
utmost endeavours to gain him over to their party, but in 
vain. They then offered a reward of two thousand Pounds 
sterling to any one that would apprehend him. He escaped 
at last from a party who was in pursuit of him, by getting 
between them and Charlestoivn, and took that road which 
they not in the least suspecting, he got safe, after a journey 
of two hundred miles, to Lord William Campbell's house, 
and from thence the next morning on board the man-of- 
war. He says the back settlers are two to one in number 
more than the rebel party. They got some powder, but 
when it came to be divided, they had only two rounds a 
man. He sails from hence in the transports to Virginia, in 
order to proceed to General Gage. He has an honest, open 
countenance, good natural understanding, and may be a 
man of infinite use, when Troops are sent to Charlestown, 
(which surely will not be long.) Even now, were a Regi- 
ment to be sent up Savannah River, these back settlers 
would meet them, and the two Provinces of Georgia and 
Carolina would be thrown into terrour. The Committee 
have prevented salt and other articles, which they cannot 
do without, from being sent to them. These circumstances 
inflame the back settlers, who only want ammunition to do 
themselves justice. Kirldand has undoubtedly great weight 
with those people. Since he came away, his plantation has 
been ransacked, five thousand weight of indigo destroyed, 
and his sixty negroes he knows not where. He has with 
him a son, about twelve or thirteen years old, who escaped 
by being dressed like a girl, for they used their utmost en- 
deavours to get him, in hopes the seizing his child might 
bring him to terms. You will undoubtedly see him, and 
he will give you a true state of the Southern Provinces, 
The above particulars you may depend upon, and I write 
them that you may not be without intelligence in regard to 
a part of the world you have already served in with so 
much success. The Catawba Indians are with the rebel 
party, but they consist of a few; and as these back settlers 
are seated round their nation, they intend to seize their 
women and children the moment they hear they attempt 
violence. 

John Stuart got some powder from Tonyn, and sent it 
by an interpreter and an Indian to the Creek Nation ; but 
they were met by some Georgians on the north side of 
St. Mary's, who had got information from one Captain of 
this Province, who seized the ammunition and carried It to 
Savannah; however, the interpreter and the Indian pro- 
ceeded to the nation. Stuart's Deputy wrote him word, 
some time since, if they did not get powder, he could not 
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answer for the Indians, as he believed they certainly would 
go down to Savannah to demand it ; so it is not unlikely 
they may have some of their red brethren upon their 
backs. Some of the gentlemen of Georgia still hold out, 
and have not signed the Association, but Governour Wright 
has no authority, nor has not had any for some time. 

Lord Dartmouth has directed the Land Office to be 
opened for this Province, in order to grant lands to any 
persons who choose to take refuge here, and to be free of 
quit-rent for ten years. I do not know what to say about 
De Brahm; he certainly does not like to come here, and 
yet I think necessity will bring him ; he has no other place 
to go to, unless Providence. If he comes, I should like it 
to be immediately, or else he will think 1 sent the children 
away on purpose to prevent his seeing them. Mrs. De 
Brahm being dead, he will hardly think of marrying, and 
Frederick and Fanny are the only real connections he has 
left, for I never heard him talk much of his German con- 
nections. I continue still junior General, as he does not 
yet make his appearance to be sworn in ; and should he 
determine to reside at Providence, I do not think he would 
have much objection to my applying for the place, giving 
him the salary ; but this is only conjecture, for you know 
what an odd being he is, and he might think even a resig- 
nation a feather lost from his plume. Before I heard of 
De Brahm's reinstatement, I unluckily was wrote to from 
England by a lady, to know if I could do any thing for a 
relation of hers. At that time, thinking there was a great 
probability of my being ordered to the northward, I told 
her she might send him out, and I intended to have made 
him the Deputy Surveyor-General, and given him the 
thirty Pounds a year, with such fees as his industry might 
make, and, to take care of the office and live with me. He 
is now a burden upon my hands ; he is just twenty, has a 
good education, speaks French, draws, and of a genteel 
look. His name is Samuel Roworth. If the Army makes 
a practice of despatching so many officers in the attack 
of intrenchments, they may probably want stout young 
healthy men to replace them. Should there be any pros- 
pect of that kind, without its being a favour, I should be 
glad. He is also recommended very strongly to Governour 
Tonyn, who would also give him a Lieutenancy. The 
Padre has not been ill, but I think he is far from well ; he 
looks very bad, and has done so some time. Northern air 
would benefit him. Yates is in the height of practice, 
succeeds very well, and gives great satisfaction. Penman 
and Payne drive on furiously in their respective stores, but 
both very dear ; therefore, the only way is to have as few 
wants as possible. Distress Gray has had the fever ; he is 
better; his plantations do pretty well. Indeed, everyone 
has plenty of provisions, which is a fortunate circumstance, 
as we have no connections with the other Provinces. 

Doran and Wallace, with their vessels, are lying here, 
and do not know how to employ them. The latter talks 
of making a voyage to the West-Indies. Martin Jollie 
came lately from Granada, to settle in Georgia, with thirty 
odd negroes ; but that Province being in the same state as 
the others, he has come to his one thousand acres on St. 
Mary's, and begun a settlement. He means to follow 7 the 
lumber trade, and is now loading the vessel he came in for 
the West-India market. St. Mary's bar was lately sounded 
by Doran and Wallace, who both declare it is better than 
Charlestons. 

Pray what have you done with Judge Owen ? I hope 
he does not intend to turn volunteer. If he. should be 
possessed of the' rage militaire, I shall expect to hear of 
his being a Colonel at least. If you should be in the way 
of the Comptrollers of the Customs, a word from you 
might perhaps be of service for Counsellor Holmes, to suc- 
ceed Cuming as Comptroller of the Customs. Holmes 
knows nothing of my mentioning this, for it but this in- 
stant came into my head ; but it would be an act of charity. 
I have not yet heard of any person being appointed to of- 
ficiate by the Governour. Moncrief, as usual, thrives ; he 
has now near a hundred negroes. Calherwood and his 
Jady live in state by themselves. They seldom see any 
one. You will wonder, in the course of so long a letter, 
to hear nothing yet of the chief. He wisely remains at 
home ; his schemes have sunk ; and being in general look- 
ed upon as not quite stanch, few people go there. Pen- 
man is in Town, almost his only friend, but his business 



finds him sufficient employment ; besides, 1 don't think him 
quite so hearty in the cause as usual. The Carolinians 
and Georgians having ransacked his goods, detained them 
for three months, to his detriment and Payne's profit, gives 
him not so favourable an opinion of American liberty. He 
has at last, after many hair-breadth escapes, however, got 
there. (You may thank my pen for this thought, for the 
hair is evident in the last sentence.) 

This letter is given to the care of Captain Charles For- 
dyce, of the Fourteenth Regiment. He has been here 
about two years and a half; he goes now to Virginia with 
the detachment; his own Company of Grenadiers is part 
of it. He has for these two years past been one of a cabi- 
net junto, consisting of the Padre and myself, where the 
state of the Province and its welfare has been duly con- 
sidered. He of course is well acquainted with the charac- 
ters, and had he been here in your time, I am confident 
would have been a frequent guest in the Print room, and 
a no small sharer of the wicked bottle. When your friend 
General McKay was at Boston, he was his Brigade-Major. 
I have often mentioned to you the proprele of this Regi- 
ment, for which it is not a little indebted to this gentleman. 
It is not unlikely but you may meet before the American 
disturbances are quelled. I shall therefore not speak his 
praise as an officer, but leave it to your own judgment, 
which is superiour to mine in that as well as other respects. 
The real situation of your old Province, and your friends 
in it, you may learn from him every particular you wish to 
know, (for the junto has been seldom without pretty good 
intelligence.) As he is the particular friend of the parson 
and myself, I forbear to say so much as I wish and he de- 
serves; but I may venture to assert, that should you ever 
meet, you will find in him that uprightness, honour, and 
sincerity, which constitute the character of a' worthy man, 
and one you will be much pleased with. In regard to my 
young man and Holmes, I hope you know me too well to 
think I mention them with expectation or a presumption 
of recommendation. 

My letter has got to a great length ; I therefore conclude 
with sincere wishes for your health and happiness, and 
hope you will always believe me to be, very truly, dear 
Sir, your very obliged and obedient humble servant, 

Fred. Geo. Mulcaster. 
Brigadier-General James Grant. 



PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR TRTON. 

By his Excellency William Tryon, Esq., Captain-Gene- 
ral and Governour -in- Chief in and over the Province 
of New-York, and the Territories depending thereon 
in America, Chancellor and Vice- Admiral of the same: 

A Proclamation. 
Whereas the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the fourth day of October next, I have 
thought fit for His Majesty's service to prorogue, and I do ; 
by and with the advice of His Majesty's Council, farther 
prorogue the said General Assembly to the first day of 
November next; of which all His Majesty's subjects con- 
cerned therein are required to take notice, and govern 
themselves accordingly. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, at Fort George, 
in the City of New- York, the twenty-ninth day of Septem- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George 
the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. 

William Tryon. 
By his Excellency's command : 

Samuel Bayard, Jon., Dep. Secretary. 
God save the King. 



WESTCHESTER COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

White Plains, September 29, 1775. 
Gentlemen : We send you, by Mr. Daniel Winter, God- 
frey Haines, a person who was accused and convicted before 
us of denying the authority and speaking contemptuously 
of the Congresses and the Committee of this County. He 
was ordered to be disarmed, and upon examining him re- 
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sjfecting his arms and ammunition, he confessed that he 
has a gun, pistol, sword, powder, and ball, but refused in- 
forming the Committee where they are ; and as Haines is 
a single man, the Committee think it highly improbable that 
his arms can be found. We enclose you an affidavit, which 
induces us to think him a very dangerous man, and there- 
fore send him to you, to be dealt with as you think proper. • 
After reading the affidavit, we think it needless to acquaint 
you that his conduct (by the best information we can get) 
has been very extraordinary ; such as going armed, and 
giving out threats against some of the Committee, and the 
Connecticut Troops, &c. 

The Committee think it extremely necessary, for the 
safety of the County, that the commissions for the Militia 
officers should be immediately forwarded. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants. 

By order of the Committee: 

Gilbert Drake, Chairman. 

To the Committee of Safety for the Province of New- York. 

Westchester County, ss. 

Eunice Purdy, of Rye, in the said County, Spinster, 
being duly sworn upon the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, deposeth and saith : Tbat on or about the 2d of 
September, instant, Godfrey Haines was at Daniel Purdy's, 
at Rye, and in conversation at that time said he understood 
that the Committee or Congress had made a law to oblige 
all to train under them ; and that, " damn them, if they 
came after him, they should either kill him, or he would 
kill some of them;" and that, dead or alive, he would be 
revenged ; and that he had enough in his pocket for five or 
six of them. That he also damned the Congresses and 
Committees frequently, and said that he had as lief be in hell 
as in the hands of the Congress or Committee ; that they 
should see if they were not all cut down in a fortnight, at 
farthest ; that he wished the men of war would come along 
the Sound, and that he would be one to show them whom 
to fire upon ; and that he wished they had raised their 
Company three months ago, for then the matter would have 
been settled before that time. And farther this deponent 
saith not. Euntce Purdy. 

Sworn the 28th of September, 1775, before me, 

Gilbert Drake. 

general schuyler to continental congress. 
[Read October 9, 1775.] 

Ticondcroga, September 29, 1775. 

Sir: I am this moment favoured with a letter from 
General Montgomery, enclosing sundry papers, copies of 
which are enclosed. 

Of the articles wanted by Captain Lamb, I can only fur- 
nish about five hundred pounds of powder, leaving not an 
ounce at this place, one thirteen-inch mortar, and about one 
hundred fusees ; these to go to-morrow. 

The money the Caughnawagas received was four hun- 
dred Pounds, which I desired General Montgomery to give 
them, for themselves and the other six Canadian tribes. 

The prisoners mentioned in General Montgomery's letter 
are Neil McFall, Sergeant, and James Anderson, Corpo- 
ral, of Captain Swan's Company, of the Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment; Thomas Goone, Gunner, and Matthew Bell, 
John Boetle, Osburn Frederick, and Robert Knox, Ma- 
trasses, of Captain Jones's Company, Royal Artillery; 
Thomas Donohue, Meshech Seers, William Elphinston, 
Pierre Marrasee, John Larue, Joseph Lamote, Jean Oril- 
lat, and Francois L' Ozeau. 

Since the arrival of Easton's people, taken notice of in 
General Montgomery's letter, all the provision mentioned 
in my letter of the 28th instant is arrived at the Army, so 
that I beg you will not be under any apprehensions on that 
account. I foresaw that it would be the case immediately 
on my arrival here, and took every measure I possibly 
could to guard against it. Besides what was gone before, 
I have sent off four batteaus to-day ; and nine, instead of 
ten, which General Montgomery has sent me, will return 
to-morrow — six with provisions, and the other three with 
artillery stores, and a re-enforcement of one hundred good 
men of the third New- York .Regiment. 
; ; I beg the explicit directions of Congress on that para- 
graph of General Montgomery's letter marked (a,) and I 



most sincerely join him in the wish contained in the 
next. 

I have sent to New-York and Albany, express, for pow- 
der; I hope some will be sent. 

I am now drove to the disagreeable necessity of employ- 
ing all my blacksmiths in making nails, as I cannot build a 
boat for want of them. Had I strength to get out of my 
room, I should not be tormented so much as I am by a 
parcel of scoundrel artificers, taken out of the troops. 

I am too much indisposed to-day to enter upon the mat- 
ters I promised in my last. I shall only observe that the 
pay of the officers is so amazingly lo\v, that I fear few gen- 
tlemen will engage for the winter service. 

I am, Sir, with the utmost esteem, your and the Con- 
gress's most obedient and very humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. I shall send the prisoners to Connecticut, except 
Elphinston whose parents are at New- York. 

GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp south side of St. John's, September 24, 1775. 

My Dear General: I take the opportunity of Mr. 
Trumbull's return to acquaint you that a succession of bad 
weather and our own feebleness have hitherto kept us back 
in our operations. However, 1 expect to set our mortars 
to work to-night ; a gun battery I have not yet been able 
to think of. 

This morning, the Caughnawagas received their money. 
They assure me that all the Western Indians and Six Na- 
tions are departed home. Philip Phelps, one of their 
headmen, was at Montreal the day before yesterday. He 
believes the Governour was on board ship, as he did not 
see him. He saw Guy Johnson, who told him he himself 
was going away. 

Major Brown was lucky enough to take a quantity of 
stores designed for the Indians, who had been prevailed 
on to come to La Prairie, in order to march against us, by 
Mr. Carleton. That project is now at an end. 

I send you the prisoners who have been taken. I have 
told them they were to go to Connecticut. Among them 
are two Canadian merchants, who made a desperate re- 
sistance. They were furnished with the Governour's pro- 
clamation, which I send you. 

You have enclosed Colonel Allen's last letter to me, 
which will give. you an idea of the inclinations of the peo- 
ple in that quarter. I have favourable accounts from La 
Prairie, where Brown now is. 

Could I depend on the troops, I might venture to pro- 
mise success ; but, alas, I can say nothing pleasing on that 
head. The other night, Captain Motte, of the First Regi- 
ment of Yorkers, basely deserted the mortar battery, with- 
out ever having been attacked, came into camp, and made 
me a formal report that the enemy had rushed into the 
work, and that his men had left him. An hour after, his 
Lieutenant came in, with about half the party, brought in 
some tools which he had picked up after his Captain had 
ran away, and honestly told me there had been no enemy 
there. Were I furnished with powers for that purpose, he 
should not live an hour after his trial, if the court condemn 
him ; but I must transmit the court-martial to you. 

I have been obliged to go on half allowance of pork ; I 
had but thirteen barrels when Easton's people arrived. I 
now send ten boats. Flour is six livres per bushel in 
Canada. 

1 believe we have had but one man killed ; you know 
we take good care of ourselves. 

(a) It is almost time to think of politics. I shall en- 
deavour, if successful, to have Deputies sent from Canada 
to the Congress, giving them assurances that, before an 
accommodation takes place, Canada must have a free 
Government; that the Congress will as soon give up the 
Massachusetts Government to the resentment of the Minis- 
try, as relinquish this point. 

I could wish to have three members of the Congress as 
a council immediately, lest I should make any faux pas. 
Shall I not see you soon ? I wish exceedingly to have the 
burden off my shoulders. 

I believe I have touched on every point I had to com- 
municate. 



my,: rttJBH;a : xl * , : 
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1 am, my dear Sir, with the most earnest wishes for your 
recovery, your most obedient and respectful humble ser- 
vant, Richard Montgomery. 

To General Schuyler. 

GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp near St. John's, September 21, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I have acquainted the Caughnawagas that 
they may go to their hunting grounds, on the Lakes, when- 
ever they please. I beg you will give orders that they be 
not molested. I have told them that, so long as tbese 
troubles continue, 1 should be glad they would take passes. 

I am, Sir, with respect, your most obedient 

Richard Montgomery. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga, September 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I am still confined with the remains of an 
inveterate disorder. I have this moment received a line 
from General Montgomery. He holds St. John's besieged ; 
but the weak state of our Army and artillery cause the 
operations to go on slowly. The Canadians are friendly 
to us, and join us in great numbers ; but unless we succeed 
against St. John's, all other operations in that quarter will 
avail little. We are in want of powder; and 1 send this 
by express, that you may forward me five tons, if you can. 
It should come in boats that can be rowed, that no delay 
may be made. Several rascals of the first Battalion have 
deserted to the enemy ; and Captain Matte, of the same 
corps, shamefully ran away from our bomb battery, when 
not one of the enemy was near him. 

Pray, let the powder be sent to the care of Colonel Van 
Schaick, at Albany. 

We have taken fifteen prisoners, seven of which are 
soldiers, the rest unfriendly Canadians and Scotchmen, in 
the service of the Ministry. 

I am, Gentlemen, with the most profound respect, your 
most obedient humble servant, pmLip ScHuyLERi 

To the New-York Provincial Congress. 

P. S. Be pleased to forward the enclosed by express. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, September 29, 1775. 

Sir : I have your favour of the 20th instant. It gave 
me great concern to hear of your very severe fit of illness. 
It is very agreeable to hear that, after your return, you find 
yourself much better, and hope soon to be able to rejoin 
your Army, and give a favourable account of your opera- 
tions. The savages retiring from St. John's is a good 
omen that they will not join against us. 

I. received, the 24th, a letter from Colonel Dyer, dated 
Philadelphia, September 15, instant, wherein he acquaints 
me with the account Mr. Lynch, one of the South-Caro- 
lina Delegates, who has been at Ticonderoga in the recess 
of the Congress, gives with respect to the Connecticut 
Forces under your command. He says that Colonel Hin- 
man has not above one hundred soldiers with him ; that he 
has suffered them to depart to their various homes, now, 
when their service (if ever) is wanted and required; Colo- 
nel Waterbury's partly full, but many of our soldiers with- 
out arms ; that they all refuse to be mustered, or to come 
under the Continental regulations. A soldier to go to war 
without arms is a solecism. Why they should refuse to 
be mustered I cannot conceive, as no disadvantage to them 
can possibly arise from it. It appears to me Mr. Lynch 
must have been grossly misinformed. In yours of the 21st 
of August you inform that you have ordered off Colonel 
Hinman's Regiment, (excepting two Companies,) amount- 
ino- to about five hundred men. In your last you mention 
the increase of the sick of our Troops, and your conduct 
with them, which is very good, but make no mention of 
any misconduct of Colonel Hinman. I cannot think it of 
him, or that any of our Troops were suffered or would go 
without any arms or ammunition. It is necessary this 
affair is set in a true light, that no damage may happen 
thereby to this Colony, to the Colonel, or his Regiment. 



I can have no imagination that you or Colonel Hinman 
have or do suffer well and effective men to return home at 
this critical juncture. I write to Colonel Hinman upon it, 
requesting a true state of the facts, and desire the favour of 
your certificate upon the same. I was much surprised at 
Mr. Phelps's complaint and distress for money to pay the 
people he employed, and his application to our Pay Table 
for it, but more so at the application of your Commissary- 
General for one thousand four hundred Pounds, to buy 
beef for your Army. I am rejoiced to hear Major Hobby 
and Captain Mead are out of danger. I take the liberty, 
by this opportunity, to recommend to your kind assistance 
and countenance my son, who comes out your Paymaster- 
General. I trust he will discharge his duty so as to meet 
your approbation, and merit your recommendation to the 
honourable General Congress of the United Colonies in 
America, that he may receive a meet reward for his fatigue, 
risk, expense, and service. 

Your accounts from General Washington render it need- 
less for me to give intelligence of the occurrences among 
our Forces in these parts. 

Trusting in the Supreme Disposer of all events to restore 
to you the great blessing of health, and of an opportunity 
to give a favourable account of your operations, I am, with 
great truth and sincerity, Sir, your very obedient humble 
servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

The Hon. Major-General Schuyler. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, September 29, 1 775. 

Sir: I am to inform you that there are part of two 
Companies of the Rhode-Island Brigade, consisting of 
about seventy-four men, now upon Block-Island, who were 
sent there to secure the slock until it could be removed. 
If you think proper that these men should be ordered to 
the camp, please to let me know it, and I shall immediately 
give directions for their marching. 

The packet sent out to countermand Captain Whipple's 
voyage to Bermuda cruised until the 27th instant, and then 
returned, without being able to see him. I think it proba- 
ble that Captain Whipple had gained intelligence of the 
arrival of the packet at New-York, and pursued his voyage 
before the time limited for the expiration of his cruise. 

We are informed that six transports, with some ships of 
war, are now in the Vineyard Sound, designed, without 
doubt, to procure another supply of fresh stock. 

I am, with great esteem, Sir, your most humble and most 
obedient servant, Nicholas Cooke. 

To General Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge, September 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Indian who accompanies Mr. Kirk- 
land is an Oneida chief of considerable rank in his own 
country. He has come on a visit to the camp, principally 
to satisfy his curiosity; but as his tribe has been very 
friendly to the United Colonies, and his report to his nation, 
at his return, will have important consequences to the pub- 
lick interest, I have studiously endeavoured to make his 
visit agreeable. 

Having expressed an inclination to pay his respects 
to the General Court, I thought it proper to let them 
know who he was, and upon what errand he came, not 
doubting but your honourable Board will join with me in 
showing him all proper civilities. I have directed a pre- 
sent to be prepared for him at his return. 

I am, Gentlemen, with great respect and regard, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 
The Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker. 



PETITION OF THE FIELD-OFFICERS, WINTER-HILL. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Pro- 
vince of New-Hampshire : 

We, the Field-Officers of the several New-Hampshirt 
Regiments stationed at Winter-Hill, beg leave to suggest 
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that, among the New-Hampshire as well as the other Forces, 
vacancrernre frequently occurring; to fill up which we are 
obliged to take the method of applying to the Province for 
an appointment before we can have those vacancies filled 
up, which not only gives great trouble, and creates expense, 
but sometimes leaves the Companies in some measure un- 
officered. To prevent which, as we have a Brigadier- 
General who we persuade ourselves will endeavour to put 
in such persons, to fill up those vacancies, as will be most 
agreeable to the Troops in general, we entreat that he 
may be supplied with a number of blank commissions for 
all officers under the degree of a Field-Officer, having par- 
ticular regard to the sentiments of the officers in the Regi- 
ment where such an appointment is to be made ; and your 
petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

John Stark, Col. Israel Gilman, Lt. Col. 
Enoch Poor, Col. John McDuffee, Lt. Col. 
James Reed, Col. Joseph Cilley, Major. 
Isaac Nyman, Col. 
September 29, 1775. 



ment, in the Council Chamber of the said City of Stirling, 
the thirtieth day of September, 1775. 

James Gibb, Prceses. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO CAPTAIN FARNSWORTH. 

Fort Western, September 29, 1775. 

Sir: You will forward on all the provisions here, as fast 
as possible, to Fort Halifax, and such as the batteaus carry 
on order stored there. You will have two or three people 
left to assist you. The sick you will order on board the 
Broad-Bay, Captain Clarkson, to be returned to Newbury. 

The at Colburn's secure, and leave until the 

event of this expedition is known. Forward on all the new 
batteaus, poles, oars, pitch, nails, &c, that are or shall be 
procured, and, as soon as you can, join the detachment. 
Leave particular directions with Mr. Howard to take care 
of the goods left. I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 
To Captain Farnsworth. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF STIRLING. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 
of the City of Stirling, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, 
one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and 
presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 

Town Council of the City of Stirling. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

At a time when a great part of your Majesty's deluded 
subjects in America have presumed openly to take up arms 
against your Majesty's Government, we, your Majesty's 
most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Provost, Magistrates, 
and Town Council of your ancient City of Stirling, hum- 
bly beg leave to repeat our attachment to your Majesty's 
sacred person, family, and Government, and to express our 
abhorrence and detestation of such illegal, unconstitutional, 
and rebellious proceedings. 

We reflect with the highest sentiments of gratitude on 
your Majesty's paternal care for the welfare of your sub- 
jects, in establishing a peace, equally conducive to the glory 
and to the commerce of all your Majesty's Dominions, and 
we sincerely regret that such a peace should ever have 
been disturbed by a part of our infatuated fellow-subjects; 
at the same time we beg leave to assure j'our Majesty that 
we will cheerfully contribute our utmost efforts in defence 
of your Majesty's sacred person and Government. 

Confiding in your Majesty's prudence and clemency, 
and in the conduct- and abilities of your Majesty's Minis- 
ters and officers, we trust that a speedy and honourable 
issue will be put to these disturbances, upon a solid founda- 
tion, and that your Majesty's Colonies will return to their 
duty and allegiance, and to that happiness which they have 
forfeited by their rebellion against the best of Princes. 

We fervently implore Heaven to bless your Majesty's 
arms and councils with success, and that you may trans- 
mit the imperial Crown of these realms, and the dominions 
thereto belonging, in the most flourishing condition, to your 
Majesty's remotest posterity. 

Signed by our Prases, in our name and by our appoint- 



ADDRESS OF THE FIRST REGIMENT OF THE DEVONSHIRE 
MILITIA. 

Address of the Officers of the First Regiment of the De- 
vonshire Militia, presented to His Majesty by Colonel Ac- 
land, Lieutenant-Colonel Orchard, and Major Bassclt. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Officers of the First Regi- 
ment of the Devonshire Militia. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
officers of the First Regiment of the Militia of your County 
of Devon, now assembled at Exeter, hope we shall not be 
esteemed presumptuous, if, in the name of the Regiment, 
we venture to approach your royal person with our unani- 
mous assurances of that fidelity and attachment which a 
mild, just, and equal Government must ever produce in the 
minds of Britons. 

Conscious that, under your Majesty's benign Govern- 
ment, and the influence of this happy Constitution, we 
enjoy every species of liberty compatible with the existence 
of society, we should think ourselves inexcusable if we did 
not take this opportunity of joining our uninfluenced voice 
to that of our countrymen, publickly to express the just 
abhorrence in which we hold every attempt to alienate the 
minds of your Majesty's subjects. 

Fully persuaded that that constitutional body, of which 
we form a part, will be always found a firm support to your 
Majesty's Government, we should not have intruded on 
your royal presence, but that, in times like these, we think 
it as much the duty as we know it is the interest of every 
man of property, to show a more than negative allegiance 
to the best of Sovereigns. 

None can hold in greater detestation than we do, the 
unnatural behaviour of your American subjects. The Con- 
stitution has prescribed to us our sphere of action ; but we 
must beg leave to assure your Majesty that we shall at all 
times be as ready to exert our utmost efforts to suppress 
any internal enemies of your Majesty's Government and 
this Constitution, as our gallant countrymen have been in 
asserting the just rights of the British Empire in America. 

May your Majesty's reign, continue glorious. May the 
united efforts of a great, free, and loyal people, render your 
Majesty's endeavours to re-establish the violated supremacy 
of the British Legislature, over every part of your Majes- 
ty's Dominions, as effectual as they are just. 

John D. Acland, Col. Thos. ShepparDjC^Z. 

Paul Orchard, Lt. Col. Sam'l Savery, Lieutenant 

Francis Bassett, Major, and Adjutant. 

Edward Payne, Cap. Wm. Romms, Lieut. 

Edward Chave, Capt, Nath. P. Pyne, Lieut. 

Mich. Southcote, Capt. A. B. Peppin, Lieut. 

T. D. Acland, Capt. Henry Thornhill, Lieut. 

John Laroche, Capt. Wm. Andrew, Ensign. 



address of the centlemen, etc., of great Yarmouth. 
Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, and prin- 
cipal Inhabitants of the Burgh of Great Yarmouth, in the 
County of Norfolk, presented to His Majesty by Charles 
Townshend, Esq., one of their Representatives in Parlia- 
ment. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, 
and principal Inhabitants of the Burgh of Great Yar- 
mouth, in the County of Norfolk. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We beg leave to approach your Majesty in the most loyal 
manner, to express the sentiments of our hearts in an un- 
dissembled duty and affection to your Majesty and our' 
happy Constitution. 

We cannot but lament the misery and abhor the con- 
duct of many of our deluded fellow-subjects in parts of 
your American Colonies, who have plunged themselves 
into an open rebellion, by preferring the influence of sedi- 
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tiou's men to the mild government and tender protection of 
their Sovereign and the supreme Legislature. 

We equally admire your Majesty's wisdom and goodness 
in taking the gracious means to avert their ruin. The 
measures now adopted, we trust, will speedily conquer the 
evils, and restore the general tranquillity; being agreeable 
to the spirit of our laws, and for the true honour and hap- 
piness of all your Majesty's dutiful subjects amongst whom 
we entreat your Majesty to believe none shall excel us in 
the most faithful and grateful zeal. 

Given under our harids, the thirtieth day of September, 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN QJJEBECK, 
TO HIS FATHER IN AYRSHIRE, SCOTLAND, DATED SEP- 
TEMBER 30, 1775. 

As this Colony is in some sort detached from the rest, 
we imagined ourselves in no danger of being involved in 
these alarming disputes that now prevail over this Conti- 
nent ; the contrary of which, however, I am now sorry to 
inform you of. 

About the beginning of May last, as you would see in 
your newspapers, the rebels made, themselves masters of 
all the forts, he, on Lakes George and Champlain, which 
lie between this and the Southern Colonies ; likewise, of 
the King's sloop and boats on said lakes. They have 
also, since that time, repeatedly attempted to invade, and 
consequently to plunder this Province ; but have, as yet, 
been luckily prevented from putting their intended scheme 
into execution, by means of a few Troops and the British 
Militia. In the course of the summer, there have indeed 
been several slight engagements, in which the rebels were 
always defeated, but with very little loss to His Majesty's 
Troops. 

Last post brought us advice from Montreal, that on 
Monday last, two or three hundred rebels, including some 
Canadians who have joined them, landed within a league 
of that place, and in expectation of a great number of 
Canadians to assist them, they intended to have taken the 
Town by surprise, and to have plundered it. 

The inhabitants, however, directly upon their landing, 
took the alarm, and the drums beat to arms. Upon which, 
about three hundred gentlemen, merchants, and other inha- 
bitants, together with forty soldiers, marched out, under the 
command of Major Campbell. They immediately attacked 
the. rebels, who, after a brisk fire for the space of an hour, 
were obliged to give way and take to their boats, by which 
they escaped over the river, but with the loss of a consi- 
derable number killed and wounded; besides thirty-four 
taken prisoners, among whom is one Ethan Allen, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of that party. Only three men killed on 
the King's side, with three or four wounded. My uncle, 
who is at present at Montreal, was in the engagement, and 
came off safe. Some of the rebel prisoners, who are 
Canadians, inform us that Allen hired them at the rate of 
fifteen pence per day, and moreover promised them their 
share of the plunder of Quebecls and Montreal. 

From the little expectation we had of being involved in 
this quarrel, we are left. in a great measure defenceless, by 
reason of our Troops being ah sent to Boston, except two 
Regiments, who only remain in this Province. Matiers 
being in this situation, we are under the necessity of laying 
aside carrying on business as usual, and have been all 
obliged to take up arms, and form ourselves into a Militia, 
for the safety of ourselves and property. We are also very 
busy in putting this garrison into the best posture of defence 
we can, and are determined to hold it out to the last, in case 
of an attack. 

The season of the year will, however, in a short time, 
oblige the rebels to leave the Country,, and next spring we 
expect assistance from Great Britain, or some place else, 
so that the danger is not now so great as we imagined some 
time ago. 

CHARLESTOWN (SOUTH-C AROLINa) GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

In General Committee, Charlestown, South-Carolina, \ 

October 2, 1775. \ 

Ordered, That the Message from this Committee to the 
Right Honourable Lord William Campbell, of the 29th ult., 
his Excellency's Answer of the 30th, and the Letter from 



this Committee to Captain Thornborough, of His Majesty's 
Sloop Tamar, of the same date, be forthwith printed, and 
made publick. Peter Timothy, Secretary. 

Message to his Excellency the Governour. 

State.House, September 29, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: It is with great 
concern we find that, for some days past, your Excellency 
has been pleased to withdraw yourself from Charlestown, 
the seat of your Government, and have retired on board 
the King's ship. The inconveniences which must unavoid- 
ably arise to the people, deprived, by this step, of that 
easy access to your Excellency which is absolutely neces- 
sary for transacting publick affairs, are apparent ; and we 
submit to your Excellency's consideration, whether the 
retirement of our Governour to a King's ship, in this gene- 
ral disquietude, when the minds of the people are filled 
with the greatest apprehensions for their safety, may not 
increase their alarm, and excite jealousies of some preme- 
ditated designs against them. We therefore entreat that 
your Excellency will be pleased to return to Charlestown, 
the accustomed place of residence of the Governour of 
South- Carolina. And your Excellency may be assured, 
that whilst, agreeable to your repeated and solemn decla- 
rations, your Excellency shall take no active part against 
the good people of this Colony, in the present arduous 
struggle for the preservation of their civil liberties, we will, 
to the utmost of our power, secure to your Excellency that 
safety and respect, for your person and character, which the 
inhabitants of Carolina have ever wished to show to the 
representative of their Sovereign. 

By order of the General Committee: 

Henry Laurens, Chairman. 

The Governour's Answer. 

Tamar, September 30, 1775. 

Sir: I have received a message, signed by you, from a 
set of people who style themselves a " General Commit- 
tee." The presumption of such an address, from a body 
assembled by no legal authority, and whom I must consider 
as in actual and open rebellion against their Sovereign, can 
only be equalled by the outrages which obliged me to take 
refuge on board the King's ship in this harbour. It de- 
serves no answer, nor should 1 have given it any, but to mark 
the hardiness with which you have advanced that I could 
so far forget my duty to my Sovereign and to my Country 
as to promise that 1 would take no active part in bringing 
the subverters of our glorious Constitution, and the real 
liberties of the people, to a sense of their duty. The un- 
manly arts that have already been used to prejudice me in 
the general opinion may still be employed by that Com- 
mittee. 

But I never will return to Charlestown till 1 can support 
the King's authority, and protect his faithful and loyal sub- 
jects. Whenever the people of this Province will put it in 
my power to render them essential service, I will with 
pleasure embrace the opportunity, and think it a very 
happy one. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

m ti t t? William Campbell. 

lo 11. Laurens, Lsq. 

Letter to Captain Thornborough. 

State-Hoxise, September 30, 1775. 

Sir: This afternoon, one of your officers brought up a 
paper from on board the Tamar, addressed to Henry Lau- 
rens, Esq. It appeared to have been intended as an answer 
to a message from the General Committee to his Excellen- 
cy the Governour. It had no signature ;* but the officer 
declared he brought it from Lord William Campbell. 

We find that, upon your officer's return to his boat, he 
was much insulted by some persons, at present unknown. 
We hereby express our concern at such a proceeding, which 
we absolutely disavow; and we assure you that all possible 
inquiry shall be made into this unwarrantable behaviour, in 
order that satisfaction may be obtained for the insult. 

By order of the General Committee : 

Henry Laurens, Chairman. 

* The day following, the Governour sent another copy, with his 
signature annexed, 



, m. mMd, 
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- *b* f 5t ' - , WilUamsburgh, Virginia, September 30, 1775. 

A company of gentlemen, of North-Carolina, having, 
for a large and valuable consideration, purchased from the 
Chiefs of the Cherokee Indians, by and with the consent 
of the whole Nation, a considerable tract of their lands, 
now called Transylvania, lying on the Rivers Ohio, Cum- 
berland ', and Louisa ; and understanding that many people 
are desirous of becoming adventurers in that part of the 
world, and wish to know the terms on which lands in that 
country may be had, they therefore hereby inform the pub- 
lick, that any person who will settle on and inhabit the 
same, before the first day of June, 1776, shall have the 
privilege of taking up and surveying for himself five hun- 
dred acres, and for each tithable person he may carry with 
him and settle there two hundred and fifty acres, on the 
payment of fifty shillings sterling per hundred, subject to 
an yearly quit-rent of two shillings, like money, to commence 
in the year 1780. 

Such persons as are willing to become purchasers may 
correspond and treat with Mr. William Johnston, in Hills- 
borough, and Colonel John Williams, of Granville, North- 
Carolina, or Colonel Richard Henderson, at Boonsborough, 
in Transylvania. 

This country lies on the south side of the Rivers Ohio 
and Louisa, in a temperate and healthy climate. It is in 
general well watered with springs and rivulets, and has 
several rivers, up which vessels of considerable burden may 
come with ease. In different places of it are a number of 
salt springs, where the making of salt has been tried with 
great success, and where, with certainty, any quantity 
needed may be easily and conveniently made. Large tracts 
of the land lie on limestone, and in several places there is 
abundance of iron ore. The fertility of the soil and good- 
ness of the range almost surpass belief; and it is at present 
well stored with buffalo, elk, deer, bear, beaver, &c, and 
the rivers abound with fish of various kinds. Vast crowds 
of people are daily flocking to it, and many gentlemen of 
the first rank and character have bargained for lands in it ; 
so that there is a great appearance of a rapid settlement, 
and that it will soon become a considerable Colony, and 
one of the most agreeable countries in America. 



Norfolk, Virginia, September 30, 1775. 
This day, between two and three o'clock, afternoon, an 
officer, with twelve or thirteen soldiers, and a few sailors, 
landed at the County wharf, in Norfolk, under cover of the 
men of war, who made eyery appearance of firing on the 
Town, should the party be molested, and marched up the 
street to Mr. Holt's printing office, from whence, without 
the smallest opposition or resistance, although there were 
some hundred spectators, they deliberately carried off the 
types, and sundry other printing implements, with two of the 
workmen, and, after getting to the water side with their 
booty, gave three huzzas, in which they were joined by a 
Crowd of negroes. A few spirited gentlemen in Norfolk, 
justly incensed at so flagrant a breach of good order and 
the Constitution, and highly resenting the conduct of Lord 
Dunmore and the navy gentry, who have now commenced 
downright pirates and banditti, ordered the drum to be beat 
to arms, but were joined by few or none; so that it appears 
Norfolk is af present a very insecure place for the life or 
property of any individual, and is consequently deserted 
daily by numbers of the inhabitants, with their effects. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, September 30, 1775. 

Sm: Your letters Nos. 4 and 5, and two other letters, 
not numbered', with the enclosures, have been duly received 
and laid before the Congress. 

As there are sundry matters contained in your letters 
which are of great importance,. and on which the Congress, 
before they come to a final determination, are desirous to 
have the advantage of your experience and knowledge, 
they have appointed three of their Members, viz : Mr. 
Lynch, Doctor Franklin, and Mr. Harrison, to wait on 
you, and confer with you, and the Governours of Connec- 
ticut and Rhode-Island, the Council of Massachusetts-Bay, 
and the President of the Convention of New-Hampshire, 
to whom I have wrote on the subject, by order of Congress, 
and such other persons as to the said Committee shall seem 



proper, touching the most effectual method of continuing, 
supporting, and regulating a Continental Army. They will 
set out as soon as possible, and expect to be with you by 
the 12th of next month. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest esteem, Sir, 
&c., John Hancock, President. 

To General Washington. 

JOHN HANCOCK TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia, September 30, 1775. 

Sir : The Congress have received sundry letters from 
General Washington, containing matters of great impor- 
tance, touching the supporting and regulating the Conti- 
nental Army. 

As the Congress are desirous of the fullest light on these 
subjects, before they come to a final determination, they 
have appointed three of their Members, viz: Mr. Harrison, 
Mr. Lynch, and Doctor Franklin, to wait on the General, 
and confer with him, and with the Governours of Connec- 
ticut and Rhode-Island, and with the Council of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, and the President of the Convention of New- 
Hampshire. 

The Committee will set out as soon as possible, and 
expect to be at the camp by the 12th of next month. 

Of this I am desired to inform you, and to request you 
will meet the Committee on that day. In case the business 
of your Colony will not admit of your personal attendance, 
it is the desire of the Congress that you appoint a proper 
person or persons to represent your Colony at the confer- 
ence with their Committee. 

I have the honour to be, honoured Sir, yours, he, 
John Hancock, President. 

[A letter, similar to the foregoing, was sent to the Hon. 
Lieutenant-Govemour Cooke, of Rhode-Island ; another 
to the Council of Massachusetts-Bay; and another to the 
President of the Convention of New- Hampshire.] 

Instructions to the Committee appointed by the Congress 
to repair immediately to the camp at Cambridge, to 
confer with General Washington, and with the Gov- 
ernours of Connecticut and Rhode-Island, the 
Council of Massachusetts-Bay, and the President of 
the Convention of New-Hampshire, and such other 
persons as to the said Committee shall seem proper, 
touching the most effectual method of continuing, sup- 
porting, and regulating a Continental Army. 
That, upon the Committe'e's arrival at the camp, they 
cause proper measures to be taken for continuing the 
Connecticut Troops, now near Boston, in the Continental 
service, upon the same terms they are at present, until the 
last day of next December. 

That, in the conference with the General, the Committee 
declare to him the sense of the Congress respecting an 
attack on the Ministerial Troops in Boston and on Bun- 
ker's Hill, viz: that if, before the last of December, his 
Excellency, upon consideration of all circumstances, shall 
think it practicable, and likely to defeat the enemy, and 
gain possession of the Town, it will be advisable to make 
the attack upon the first favourable occasion, and before 
the arrival of re-enforcements, which the Congress ap- 
prehend may be soon expected ; the Congress having the 
most perfect confidence in the courage and good conduct 
of the General and his officers, and the spirit and bravery 
of the men under his command. That if the num- 
ber of men which compose the present Army should be 
thought insufficient for the purpose, the General employ 
so many Minute-Men as he may apprehend to be necessary 
on the occasion, upon such terms as he shall think proper. 
That if the attack should not be made by the time above- 
mentioned, it is the wish of the Congress that the number 
of the Army, for the remainder of the winter, should be 
reduced, and the pay 'of the men lessened to five dollars 
per calendar month, if this may be done with safety; but 
that the attack should nevertheless be made, under the 
foregoing circumstances, as soon as a favourable opportunity 
shall offer, with the Troops then in the service, and the 
assistance of the Minute-Men, as abovementioned. 

That the Committee confer with the General, and whom 
else they think proper, on the subject of raising a Continen- 
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tal Army, and keeping it up for one year from the last day 
of December next, subject to be disbanded or reduced 
by order of the Congress within that time, upon being 
allowed one month's advance pay ; and report to the Con- 
gress of what number it should consist; what should be the 
pay of the officers and privates, (that of some of tb_e former 
in the present Army being, it is apprehended, too low, and 
that of the latter too high ;) what number each Company, 
and how many Companies each Regiment, should contain; 
of what quantity and kind of provisions a ration should 
consist ; the best method of providing arms, clothing, and 
provisions, for the Troops ; what rules and regulations are 
necessary for their government ; by whom the officers 
should be chosen or recommended ; how the best officers 
and men in the present Army may be erigaged for the next, 
making a complete arrangement of the whole, by putting 
all the Forces, in what Colony soever recruited, on one 
establishment in every respect, and thereby abolishing all 
Provincial distinctions ; that the Committee report how, 
when, and where, the said Army may be raised and levied. 

That they confer and consult, as above directed, on the 
several otherjmtLeLS nieiitioned Lin the General's letters to 
the Congress, upon which no order has been made, and 
ihe best methods of removing the difficulties or remedying 
the evils therein stated, and upon any other matters which, 
in the course of this business, may occur to the Commit- 
tee relative thereto, and make report thereon to the Con- 
gress. 

That the Committee, having made the necessary inquiries, 
report Avjjat number of effect! ye men it may be expected 
that the Co\on]§s_M_Ne_w-Hampshire, Massachusetts- Bay, 
Connecticut, and Rhode-Island, respectively, could and 
would furnish, if necessary, by the 10th day of March next, 
ancLon what terms. 

That the Committee report an estimate of the expenses 
which will attend the measures they may recommend or 
submit to the Congress. 

Additional Instructions. 
That the Committee consider as included in their in- 
quiries, not only the Forces necessary to be kept in the 
Massachusetts-Bay, but in the Northern Department; and 
thatjhey obtain and report as exact an estimate as they 
can of the expenses which have been, and by the 31st of 
December ..next .will be, incurred in pursuance of the 
Resolution ofthe Congress, for putting these Colonies into 
a propentate of defence. 



in support of the rights and privileges of our country- 
men. Signed by order of the Committee : 
September 30, 1775. Thomas Harris, Chairman. 

HENDRICK FTSHER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

New-Jersey, September 30, 1775. 

Sir: As our Committee of Safety is at present not sit- 
ting, on receiving your favour of the 27th instant, by order 
of your Committee I immediately advised with some of our 
Committee members, who were of opinion, with me, that 
as our Provincial Congress is to meet on Tuesday, the 3d 
of October next, which is as early as our Committee pos- 
sibly can be convened, to lay your request before them, 
which I shall do accordingly, as soon as they have formed 
a board, and doubt not, but they will do therein what is 
most proper. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself your (and the 
other gentlemen of your Committee) very obedient and 
most humble servant, rl ^ 

' HENDRICK t ISHER. 

To John Haring, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Safety for the Province of New- York. 



To the _Honour able the Delegates of the Thirteen United 
Colmues_ in General Congress assembled : 

The Committee for the County of Cumberland, in the 
Province of New-Jersey, beg leave to represent: 

That the good people of this County have ever showed 
themselves forward in the cause of liberty, being the first 
in (at least this part of it) the Province that took up arms 
in support of the common cause, ever since which they 
have been diligently engaged in learning the military art, 
and furnishing themselves with the implements of war ; not- 
withstanding which, they have not been able to provide 
themselves with a sufficient quantity of ammunition, par- 
ticularly powder, of which article they assure us they have 
not a sufficient quantity to enable them to defend their 
property, in case of any emergency, until a supply could be 
procured from Philadelphia. We cannot but think this cir- 
cumstance truly alarming, when we consider that we lie 
open, defenceless, and exposed to the depredations of Min- 
isterial robbers, should they think proper to enter our Ray. 
These considerations, joined to the probability we con- 
ceive there is that General Gage will, before the beginning 
of the winter, try every method, and ransack every place 
that may be in his power, to furnish his Troops with fresh 
provisions, will, we apprehend, fully apologize for this our 
applicationto your honourable Board for relief, especially 
when we assure you that we have taken every method in 
our power to furnish ourselves. We therefore earnestly beg 
you would take such measures for our relief in the pre- 
mises as to you shall seem meet, assuring you that yon may 
with the greatest safety rely on our taking every precaution 
necessary for securing any powder you may be pleased to 
order for our relief, and that none of it shalLbe used but 
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jomn Mcdonald to new-york congress. 

The information of John McDonald, late Miner, and 
Clerk, from Scotland, who, on the 15th of September, 
1775, was appointed to proceed to Mr. Palmer, at New- 
burgh, to examine his Lead Mines ; and, according to my 
charge, have taken inspections of the state and value ofthe 
Mines, with all possible diligence, conformable to mining, 
which, as in the following, most humbly sbeweth : 

The principal and only valuable mines that I know of, 
and I make not the least doubt the best in this Continent, 
are on Judge Livingston's land, adjoining to Mr. Tajmer's. 
The inclination of the mine vein is to the southwest and 
northeast, and of two feet breadth, mostly white spar, 
from which have taken a sample of the ore, &c.^ may 
make you sensible, if it be worth your while to put it in 
execution, and from its advantageous situation for working 
is most likely to turn out to immediate profit, both for the 
owner and the Continent. The branch of Mr. Palmer's 
mine is about five feet breadth, consisting of different sorts 
of spar, and seems to me to be of likely quality, but at 
present free from the appearances of metals, till farther 
trials are made. And in case these mines" be pursued, 
conform to its circumstances, requires the first necessary 
scheme, which driving a cross cut, in order to work out 
better discovery ; if successful, the worker or overseer, pro- 
viding being perfectly acquainted with lead mines, must fix 
upon driving an inset as low as level bearing, also sinking, 
cross cutting, and rising, where the appearances are best, so 
that the same were brought to a bearing, the better to in- 
demnify damage or expenses, I would not launch out 
considerable sums of money upon uncertainty, in trials of 
this nature, but where there is a visible prospect ; and how 
the above mines turn out, there's none can express till 
trials are made. It is my humble opinion, what may be 
for a national, publick good, should be rather bestowed 
upon, than lie dead and useless in the bowels of the earth. 

Honourable Congress or Committee, this is most humbly 

offered to your serious consideration ; and remain your 

honours' most humble servant, T m r\ 

' John McDonald. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress, orCommittee, now 
sitting in the City of New- York. 



THOMAS PALMER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAl'ETY. 

— ■ - - - - Newburgh, September 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I received yours, per bearer, Mr. McDo- 
nald, respecting my lead mine. As to your offer of pur- 
chasing the lead, in case I opened it, I should be more 
obliged to you, in case lead was an article that was not 
vendible to any one else. However, to satisfy you and 
the bearer, I have caused the mine to be 'hown him, as 
also one on the land of Judge Livingston, in which I am 
part owneT. A sample, per bearer, with his opinion on the 
matter, you will have. I think it an object worth your and 
the Continental Congress's notice. 3foinrray, if you please, 
work mine for a small profit to me; arid Judge Livingston 
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says you may have his free, during these troublesome 
times. I should be glad to say more to you on the mat- 
ter, but am so indisposed at present I cannot write. 
I am, Gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

Thomas Palmer. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety, during the recess 

of Congress. 

P. S. The bearer has been, since here, to Judge Li- 
vingston's, and to see the mines. I have Judge Living- 
ston's letter, informing me that you may work his free, 

RETURN OF MINISINK COMPANY, IN GOSHEN PRECINCT, 
ORANGE COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

Agreeable to the directions of the Committee of the 
Precinct of Goshen, we, the subscribers, attended the 
dlinisink Conipany, on Saturday, the 30th day of Sep- 
tember, 1775, for the choice of their Officers, at the house 
of Mr. JoTin Wells, and the following gentlemen were duly 
elected, viz : Moses Cortright, Captain ; John Van Tile, 
First Lieutenant ; John Decker, Second Lieutenant; and 
Ephraim Medaugh, Ensign. 

Witness our hands : Daniel Everit, Chairman. 

James Little, 

Joshua Davis. 

To Colonel William Allison, in Congress. 

N. B. Sir: As there were some difficulties subsisting in 
the Minisink Company, which was the reason the officers 
were not returned before now, we request that commis- 
sions may be sent up for the above officers as soon as they 
conveniently can. 



KElX'ftN Of G6SHEN TOWN, NEW-YORK, MINUTE-MEN. 

Goshen, September 30, 1775. 

The Company of Minnte-Men met, and, agreeable to 
the directions of the Congress, chose the following Officers, 
viz: Moses_ ttetfield, Captain ; James Butler, First Lieu- 
tenant*; William Barker, Second Lieutenant; William 
Carpenter, Ensign. 



Benjamin Gai.e, > r , ... 
T i»t ? Committee. 

Isaac INicoll, j 



Goshen, October 16, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Company of Militia of the Town 
of Goshen, the following gentlemen were chosen Officers in 
said Company, agreeable to the recommendation of the Con- 
gress: Isaac Nicoll, Second Lieutenant; William Thomp- 
son, Ensign. Benjamin Gale, > „ ... 
' ' '■" »» it > Committee 
Moses Hetfield, } 

The above are true copies of the returns made to me. 

Daniel Everit. 

N. B. You are requested to send commissions to the 
above gentlemen, the Minute-Men, according to the date 
returned to me, so that the Company may take its rank, as 
it was chosen before Captain Wisncr's. 



return of noktheast district of new-marlborough 
precinct, ulster county, new-york. 

Ulster County, New-Marlborough, September 30, 1775. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress at New- York: 

At an election of Officers at New-Marlborough, agree- 
able to the directions of the Congress, have chosen by the 
majority of votes in the Northeast District of the Precinct, 
beginning at Hudson's River, at Lewis Dubois's north line, 
running west to the mountains, thence north to the New- 
Poltz Jine, thence to the river: Jacob Wood, Captain; 
Juryan Mackey, First Lieutenant; Nathaniel Good speed, 
SecomJ Lieutenant; John Knowlton, Ensign. 

We, the Inspectors, being two of the Committee of the 
said Djs|rict, being in Colonel Hasbrouck's Regiment. 

Joseph Mory, 
To Colonel Hasbrouck. Richard Carpenter. 



to take and disarm all the Tories in North-Fairfield and 
Ridgefield, but don't know whether it will succeed. 

Thursday morning. — Ten o'clock, one hundred and fifty 
men, on horseback, have this moment entered the Town in 
triumph, attended with musick, and brought in eight crimi- 
nals, together with their arms; also, the arms of a number 
of petty ones, whose persons they thought unworthy of 
notice. Half after ten, another entry of fifty men, equipped 
as the others, and brought in five more of the wretches, all 
of whom are carried up Town, where I shall repair as 
speedily as possible, to gain more intelligence. 

Eight at night, and just returned ; all I can learn is, that 
they are to take their trial before the Committee, who are 
now sitting for that purpose; and it is expected they will 
not break up before morning, when I shall march up to 
hear the conclusion. It is said some have been found 
guilty to-night, but I can't vouch for it. 

The cause of our people's acting with so much resolu- 
tion proceeded from the Tories having said that they 
intended destruction to Fairfield, by coming down in the 
night, and setting fire to the houses and barns, and destroy- 
ing all before them. They were to be supported in their 
deeds of darkness by a number of regulars, who w r ere to 
land in the night, and destroy till the two Companies met. 
It seems they have had a regular officer amongst them 
some time, to stimulate and assure them of Gage's assist- 
ance, whenever they should be disposed to begin. Gra- 
cious Heaven i how wonderfully do we escape the snares 
that are laid for us; when we lie down at night, if an 
Almighty Hand did not interpose, we should be destroyed 
before morning. What thanks are not due! They have never 
been able to put one of their bloody schemes into execution. 

In our people's way up Town, they called on Mr. 
Whitear, who was absent, whether on purpose or not I 
cannot say. They then proceeded to Mr. Sayre's, and 
sent for him out; he waited on them, when Mrs. Sayre 
was immediately taken with fits ; so they suffered him to 
return to her, without any molestation whatever, only as- 
suring him they would call another time. He replied, he 
would w T ait on them. They intend to disarm him, but he 
says he cannot tell what they wanted ! I have a mind he 
should guess. Poor Mrs. Sayre, I really pity her; but 
the people must not be blamed ; they acted for the good of 
the whole. 

I told Captain I was extremely sorry for the wives 

and children of those traitors. He said, had I seen them, 
I would not say so ; for the women went on most seriously, 
ten times worse than the men. Our people made them 
rise about three o'clock in the morning, when_ there was 
the greatest confusion imaginable. Some were taking an 
everlasting leave of their families, whilst others were cry- 
ing ready to kill themselves, for they all expected to be 
hung immediately on coming down. 

I can't help thinking but Heaven has deprived them of 
that resolution which men generally have, or else, know- 
ing the use they would make of it, has not given them so 
large a share, or they would act with more spirit. One of 
them cried eight or ten miles without ceasing. There was 
but one who made the least resistance, and that but trifling. 

Ten o'clock. I have just now heard that the Newtown 
people intend coming down to rescue these, but I fancy 
they will think better of it. 

Friday, 12 o'clock. — I this moment returned from Town, 
with all the intelligence I could get; which is, that they 
have found some guilty, made others give bail, and dis- 
armed them all ; which must be a great mortification, I 
imagine. Yesterday they made them all sit down at table 
by themselves, with a guard over them. 



I .' ., «..; 1mte!d September, 1775. 

Wednesday irmrning. — I just now learned that there is 

a secret expedition oh 'foot, of two hundred men, in order 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read October 25, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, September 30, 1775. 

Sir: The Reverend Mr. Kirkland, the bearer of this, 
having been introduced to the honourable Congress, can 
need no particular recommendation from me; but as he 
now wishes to have the affairs of his mission and publick 
employ put upon some suitable footing, I cannot but inti- 
mate my sense of the importance of his station, and the 
great advantages which have and may result to the United 
Colonies from his'situation being made respectable. All 
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accounts agree that much of the favourable disposition 
shown by the Indians may be ascribed to his labour and 
influence. He has accompanied a chief of the Oneidas to 
this camp, which I have endeavoured to make agreeable 
to him, both by civility and some small presents. Mr. 
Kirkland being also in some necessity for money to bear 
his travelling charges and other expenses, I have supplied 
him with thirty-two Pounds, lawful money. I cannot but 
congratulate the honourable Congress on the happy temper 
of the Canadians and Indians, our accounts of which are 
now fully confirmed by some intercepted letters from officers 
in Canada, to General Cage and others in Boston, which 
were found on board the vessel lately taken, going into 



Boston with a donation of cattle and other fresh provisions 
for the Ministerial Army. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect and regard, 
Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 

Albany, September 5, 1775. 

We, the Commissioners appointed by the Continental 
Congress, do hereby certify that we have only allowed Mr. 
Kirkland his expenses during his attendance at the treaty 
with the Six Nations, at the council fire held at the City of 
Albany. Volkert P. Douw, 

Oliver Wolcott. 



General Return of the Army of the United. Colonies, commanded by his Excellency George Washington, Esquire, 
General and, Commander-in-Chief, Mead- Quarters at Cambridge, September 23, 1775. 
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Horatio Gateb, Adjutant-General. 



Cambridge, September 

Return of the Regiment of Artillery in the 
the United Colonies, commanded by Colonel 
Gridley. 



23, 1775. Return of Major John Crane's Company of the Train of 
service of Artillery of the Rhode-Island Forces, Oct. 1, 1775. 
Richard 
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N. B. One Cadet, exclusive of the ahove. 



Horatio Gates, Adjutant- General. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Proposals for casting the following Ordnance and Stores. 

Three ten-inch mortars ; six hundred ten-inch shells ; 

one thousand twenty-four pound shot ; one thousand eigh- 
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teen pound shot ; forty sets of garrison wheels ; five tons 
of grape shot ; four tons of hand grenades, for boats ; ten 
tons pf pots and kettles. 

The furnace cannot be put into blast in less than one 
month ; and if not determined upon and ordered directly, 
no furnace will be in blast till next March. 

Also tcr provide — ten twenty-four pound cannon, and 
ten eighteen pound do., or twenty twenty-four pound do. ; 
sp"a*re mortar beds ; spare carriages ; a quantity of three- 
inch plank and ten-inch timber, for platforms. 

Submitted by your Excellency's most obedient servant, 
Richard Gridley, Chief Engineer. 

September 30," 1775. 

ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 22, 1775. 
(Parole, Lynn.) (Countersign, Marblchead.) 

The undernamed prisoners, tried by a General Court- 
Martial for" mutiny, riot, and disobedience of orders," are 
severally guilty of the crimes wherewith they are accused ; 
and the Court, upon due consideration of the evidence, do 
adjudge that the prisoner, Joseph Settles, receive thirty- 
nine lashes upon his bare back, and be drummed out of the 
Army ; and that the prisoners, John Gillard, Jacob Small- 
wood, John Peltro, Samuel Grant, Hugh Renny, James 
Jeffery, Charles Alcrain, Samuel Hannis, Charles Pearce, 
James Williams, John Kelly, John Bryan, and Philip 
Florence, do each of them receive twenty lashes upon his 
bare back, arid be drummed out of the Army. The prison- 
ers, Lawrence Blake, Samuel Bodin, John Besom, Benj. 
Bartholomew, Francis Ellis, Joseph Lawrence, John 
Sharp, John Poor, Joseph Fessenden, John Foster, John 
Lee, Lawrence BarlleU, Philip Greatcy, Peter Neivelle, 
Samuel Parsons, Jeremiah Daily, Francis Greater, Rich- 
ard Pendrick, Robert Hooper, Anthony Lewis, Nicholas 
Oghby, and Thomas Metyard, be fined twenty Shillings, 
lawful money, each. Joseph Foster, Joseph Lawrence, 
and Joseph Fessenden, being recommended by the Court- 
Martial as proper objects of mercy, the Commander-in- 
Chief is pleased to remit their fine, and to order the sen- 
tence upon all the others to be put in execution at guard 
mounting lb-morrow morning. Those upon Prospect-Hill 
to receive their punishment there; the rest at the main 
guard. 

John Giszage Fraizer, Esq., being appointed Assistant 
to the Quartermaster-General, for the District of Prospect 
and Winter Hill, he is to be obeyed as such. 

Colonel Stark, of New-Hampshire, having complained 
that, through mistake or inadvertency in the Court which 
was appointed to settle the ranks of the Regiments and 
Officers of this Army, he had not justice done him, even 
upon the principle which they themselves had laid down 
for their government in that matter, the General orders that 
the Brigadier and the six Field-Officers who composed that 
Court do sit to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock, to inquire 
into the cause of this complaint ; at the same time of Col. 
JDoolittle, who has also expressed some dissatisfaction on 
account of his rank. If he can urge any thing new to 
the Court, he may be heard. The Court are desired like- 
wise to settje the rank of the Officers of the Rifle Compa- 
nies posted at Itoxbury. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 94, 1775. 
(Parole, Quebeck.) (Countersign, Richmond.) 

Major Scarborough Gridley, tried at a late General 
Court-Martial, whereof Brigadier-General Greene was Pre- 
sident, for " being deficient in his duty upon the 17th of 
June last, the day of the action upon Bunker's Hill," 
the Court find Major Scarborough Gridley guilty of a 
breach of orders. They do therefore dismiss him from the 
Massachusetts service; but on account of his inexperience 
and youth, and the great confusion which attended that 
day's transaction in general, they do not consider him in- 
capable of a Continental Commission, should the General 
Officers recommend him to his Excellency. 

The General confirms the dismission of Major Scarbo- 
rough Gridley, and orders it to take place accordingly. 

George Hamilton, a Soldier in Captain Dexter 's Com- 
pany, in Colonel Woodbridge's Regiment, tried at a Gene- 
ral Court-Mart[al, whereof Colonel Nixon was President, 



for " stealing a blue great coat, the property of Solomon 
Lathorp." The Court find the prisoner guilty of the 
charge, and sentence him to receive thirty lashes upon the 
bare back, and be drummed out of the Army, and order 
his Captain to deduct ten Shillings and ten Pence, lawful 
money, out of his pay, and pay it to Mr. Penyer, for so 
much paid by him to the prisoner on the coat, and that the 
coat be returned to Mr. Lathorp. 

Jonathan Sharpe, of Captain Loise's Company, in 
Colonel /. Phimey's Regiment, tried at the same Court- 
Martial, for " stealing cartridges from his comrades," is 
acquitted. 

The General orders the sentence upon the prisoner, 
Hamilton, to be executed, and the prisoner, Sharpe, to be 
released. 

The General directs the following Minutes, from the 
House of Representatives of this Colony, to be inserted in 
the General Orders : 

"In the House of Representatives, September 23, 1775. 

" Resolved, That the Speaker, Mr. Gerry, and Major 
Haivley, be, and they hereby are appointed a Committee 
to apply to his Excellency George Washington, Esquire, 
with a desire of this House that he will, as soon as may 
be, cause a return to be made of the names of the officers 
and men to each Regiment established by this Colony, and 
now in the American Army respectively belonging, inclu- 
ding such of each Regiment as are deceased since its 
establishment, or as have been draughted for the detach- 
ment ordered to Quebeck; and specifying the names of the 
Towns and other places from which they were respect- 
ively enlisted, in order to enable the Court to rectify and 
prevent any errour in accounts, which have been or may 
be rendered for payment of Blankets and other articles 
supplied the Soldiers according to the terms of their enlist- 
ment. 

" A true copy from the Minutes. 

" Attest : Samuel Freeman, Clerk." 

The inquiry into the conduct of Doctor Church, Direc- 
tov-General of the Hospital, and the respective Regimental 
Surgeons, to be held to-morrow, in Colonel Frye's Bri- 
gade. 

The General Court-Martial, whereof Brigadier-General 
Greene is President, is dissolved. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 25, 1775, 
(Parole, Sandwich.) (Countersign, Truro.) 

As frequent applications to the Major-Generals for fur- 
loughs have become very troublesome, and take up mirch 
of their time, the following method of granting them for 
the future is to be observed, and under no pretence what- 
soever to be dispensed with, until farther orders on this 
head, viz : 

The Colonels or Commanding Officers of Regiments or 
Corps, when they find it really requisite, and not else, have 
permission to give furloughs to the Non-Commissioned Of- 
ficers and Soldiers of the Corps they respectively com- 
mand, provided they do not suffer more than two Privates 
to be absent at any one time from a Company, and not 
more than one Non-Commissioned Officer; nor allowing 
any person to be absent from his duty more than twenty 
days in six months. In extraordinary cases, a farther in- 
dulgence may be given by the General of Brigade, upon 
application from the Colonel. All Commissioned Officers 
are to apply for leave of absence through their own Colo- 
nel or Commanding Officer, to the General of Brigade to 
which they belong, who is desired never to suffer more 
than one Field-Officer, and four others, to be absent at any 
one time from a Regiment, nor for more than twenty clays 
in six months. In extraordinary cases, a farther indulgence 
may be given by the Major-General commanding each 
Division, upon the application of the Brigadier of his 
Division. 

As the Committee have settled the rank between Col. 
Stark and Colonel Jonathan Brewer, the General desires 
the Colonels of the Regiments Nos. 6, 7, and 8, will apply 
immediately for Continental Commissions for the Officers 
of their respective Corps ; and that the three next Regi- 
ments in succession will apply to-morrow morning, and 
so three every morning afterwards, until the whole are 
served. 
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Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 26, 1775. 
(Parole, Virginia.) (Countersign, Wallham.) 

For the future, the weekly Returns on Saturdays are to 
be made in the old form. The Majors of Brigade will 
give printed forms, as usual, to the Adjutants of every Bri- 
gade, at orderly time, to-morrow. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 27, 1775. 
(Parole, Yorkshire. ) (Countersign, Amboy.) 

Amos Brown, of Captain Wilder's Company, in Colo- 
nel Whitcomb's Regiment, tried at a General Court-Martial, 
whereof Colonel Bridge was President, for " mutinous and 
abusive language." The Court are unanimously of opin- 
ion the prisoner is not guilty ; therefore acquit the prisoner. 

General Thomas's Brigade to be mustered on Monday 
morning, at seven o'clock, and General Spencer's on Wed- 
nesday morning, at the same hour. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 28, 1775. 
(Parole, Bedford.) (Countersign, Chatham.) 

The inquiry into the conduct of Doctor Church, Direc- 
tor-General of the Hospital, and the respective Regimental 
Surgeons, being finished in the four Brigades in and near 
Cambridge, conformable to the General Orders of the 7th 
instant, the same is to take place to-morrow in Briga- 
dier-General Thomas's Brigade, and in Brigadier-General 
Spencer's Brigade on Saturday. 

The General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Nixon 
was President, is dissolved. A General Court-Martial of 
the line to sit to-morrow, at nine o'clock, in Cambridge, to 
try such prisoners as shall be brought before them. All 
evidences and persons concerned to attend the Court. For 
the Court-Martial — one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, 
one Major, and ten Captains. 

John Hawkins and Robert Higgins, of Captain Wyley's 
Company, in Colonel Sargent's Regiment, upon an ap- 
peal from a Regimental Court-Martial, tried by the late 
General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Nixon was Presi- 
dent, for " theft." The Court find the prisoner, John 
Hawkins, guilty of the charge, and do sentence that he 
restore the money stolen by him to the owner, Charles 
Caldwell, amounting to thirteen Pounds eight Shillings, 
lawful money; and that he receive thirty-nine lashes upon his 
bare back. The Court acquit the prisoner, Robert Higgins. 

The General approves the sentence, and orders the 
prisoner, Hawkins, to be punished at the head of his Regi- 
ment ; and the prisoner, Higgins, to be immediately re- 
leased. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 29, 1775. 
(Parole, Danvers.) (Countersign, Epsom.) 

A Court of Inquiry to sit this afternoon, at three o'clock, 
to examine into the complaint of Lieutenant-Colonel Abi- 
jah Brown, of the Twenty-Fifth Regiment, against Colo- 
nel Ruggles Woodbridge. Colonel Glover, President ; 
Colonel Bridge, Major Wood, Major Lee, and Major 
Duryee, Members. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, September 30, 1775. 
{Parole, Fairfax.) (Countersign, Goshen.) 

A Court of Inquiry ordered to sit this day in Brigadier- 
General Spencer's Brigade, in relation to the dispute be- 



tween the Director-General of the Hospital and the Regi- 
mental Surgeons, is, on account of the indisposition of Dr. 
Church, to be postponed until farther orders. 



A List of Colonels of the several Regiments raised by 
the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, and ivhere sta- 
tioned. 

Hon. Maj. Gen. Ward's Regiment, at Dorchester. 

Hon. John Thomas's Regiment, Roxbury. 

Timothy Walker, Esq.'s, Regiment, do. 

Theophilus Cotton, Esq.'s, Regiment, do. 

Asa Whitcomb, Esq.'s, Regiment, Prospect- Hill. 

Joseph Read, Esq.'s, Regiment, Roxbury. 

John Mansfield, Esq.'s, Regiment, do. 

Timothy Danielson, Esq.'s, Regiment, do. 

William Prescott, Esq.'s, Regiment, Cambridge. 

James Frye, Esq.'s, Regiment, do. 

Ebenezer Bridge, Esq.'s, Regiment, do. 

John Patterson, Esq.'s, Regiment, Number Three. 

James Scammons, Esq.'s, Regiment, Number One. 

Ebenezer Learned, Esq.'s, Regiment, Roxbury. 

Lieut. Col. William Bond's Regiment, Prospect-Hill. 

John Nixon, Esq.'s, Regiment, Winter-Hill. 

John Fellows, Esq.'s, Regiment, Roxbury. 

Ephraim Doolittle, Esq.'s, Regiment, Winter-Hill. 

Jonathan Brewer, Esq.'s, Regiment, Prospect-Hill. 

David Brewer, Esq.'s, Regiment, Roxbury. 

Hon. Brig. Gen. Heath's Regiment, Number Two. 

Benjamin Ruggles Woodbridge, Esq.'s, Regiment, at west 
side of Prospect-Hill, on the road leading from Charles- 
town River to Menotomy. 

John Glover, Esq.'s, Regiment, at Cambridge. 

Moses Little, Esq.'s, Regiment, Prospect-Hill. 

Lieut. Col. Loammi Baldwin's Regiment, at Chelsea and 
Sewall's Point. 

Paul Dudley Sargent, Esq.'s, Regiment, at Inman's Farm. 

Edmond Phinney, Esq.'s, Regiment, north of Number 
Two. 

Train of Artillery, commanded by Richard Gridley, Esq., 
at several places. 

Watertown, September 30, 1775, appointed by the Hon. 
House of Representatives of the Colony of Massachusetts- 
Bay, to collect returns of the men's names, and Towns 
they belong to, of the above Regiments. Finished and 
completed the business, and delivered the whole of the 
returns to the General Court Committee, October 18, 1775. 

Per John Kneeland. 



Return of the Field and Staff Officers belonging to the 
Twenty- Seventh Regiment of Foot in the service of the 
United Colonies. 

Ebenezer Bridge, Colonel, of Billerica ; Moses Parker, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, (dead,) of Chelmsford ; John Brooks, 
Major, of Reading; Joseph Fox, Adjutant, of Billerica; 
John Bridge, Quartermaster, of Chelmsford ; Walter 
Hastings, Surgeon, of Chelmsford ; John Sprague, Sur- 
geon's Mate, of Maiden. 



September 30, 1775. 



Ebenezer Bridge, Colonel, 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Friday, September 1, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., Daniel Roberdeau, 
Owen Biddle, George Ross, Thomas Wharton, Junior, 
John Cadwallader, Robert White. 

Delivered to Colonel Roberdeau, fifty of the Articles of 
Association and Rules for establishing rank amongst the 
Pennsylvania Association. 

Delivered to Col. Cadwallader, — of each of the above. 

Delivered to Captain Beach, 15 of each do. 

Delivered to Colonel Ross, 12 of each do. 

Resolved, That Mr. Hugh Montgomery be appointed 
Lieutenant of the Armed Boat to be commanded by Cap- 
tain John Hamilton. 

Whereas there are good reasons to suppose the Armed 



Boats may very soon be called into action, it is necessary to 
man the same with not less than thirty, nor more than fifty 
men to each Boat, officers included, who are to be shipped 
for two months certain, and from that time until discharged 
by orders from Assembly or this Board. 

Resolved, That the following be the monthly Pay of 
the Officers and Men employed in the Provincial Armed 
Boats : 

The Commodore, - - - - 30 dollars per month. 
Every Captain of a Boat, - - 20 " " 

Every Lieutenant, - - - - 12 " " 

Surgeon of the Fleet, - - - 20 " " 

Surgeon's Mate, - - - - 12 " " 

Every Steward of a Boat, - - 10 " " 

Every Captain's Clerk, - - 8 " " 

Every Mate and Gunner, - - 10 " " 

Every Carpenter, - - - - 10 " " 
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Every Boatswain, - - - - 8 dollars per mouth. 

Every Cook, ----- 6 " 

Every Drummer, - - - - 6 " 

Every Private, ----- 6 " 

Every Boy, 4 " 

Resolved, That every Man, Officers and Privates, 
employed in the Armed Boats, shall have the following 
weekly allowance of Provisions and Rum, or Malt Beer: 

Seven pounds of Bread per week, or six pounds of 
•Flour; ten pounds of Beef, Mutton, or Pork ; the value 
of six Pence per week in Roots and Vegetables ; Salt and 
Vinegar; three pints and a half of Rum, or Beer in pro- 
portion. 

Saturday, September 3, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., Daniel Roberdeau, 
George Ross, George Gray, Owen Biddle, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Junior, William Edmonds, Andrew Allen, Robert 
White. 

Mr. Robert Morris is desired to pay to Captain Ord 
and Mr. George Thompson at the rate of fifteen Pounds 
per hundred for Powder they imported, and at the rate of 
four Pounds per hundred more, as an encouragement for 
the importation of Gunpowder; which encouragement is 
agreeable to a Resolve of the Committee for. the City and 
Liberties. 

Upon application of General Washington, as per Letter 
from Mr. Joseph Reed, dated Camp at Cambridge, Au- 
gust 24, 1775, for a supply of Gunpowder, 

Resolved, That two tons of Gunpowder be immediately 
sent to his Excellency General Washington, and that Wil- 
liam Jordan go with and take proper care of the Powder, 
until he has directions from the General. 

That Robert Towers deliver the said Powder to Mr. 
Robert Erwin, who is to provide Wagons for the carriage 
of the same. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of the 10th instant, Dv. Frank- . 
lin wrote to General Schuyler, to know if any Lead could 
be had, for the use of this Province, out of a quantity that 
was at Ticonderoga. The General, in his Letter of the 
213d of August, acquaints this Board that he will convey a 
considerable quantity of Lead immediately to this City. 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Houston be appointed a 
Lieutenant on board one of the Armed Boats. 

Monday, September 4, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, John Cadwalladcr, 
Thomas Wharton, Junior, Robert White, George Ross, 
George Gray. 

Fifty of the Rules and Regulations for the Associators, 
and the same number of the Articles of the Association, to 
be sent to the Colonels of the different Battalions in this 
Province. 

Delivered to Colonel Dickinson, fifty of the Articles of 
Association and Precedency. 

Delivered to Col. Hamilton, fifty of each of the above, 
per George Gray. 

Delivered to Col. Miles, fifty of each of the above. 

Tuesday, Septembor 5, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present only 
three Members — 

Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas Wharton, Junior, Robert 
White. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
and stored at the State House the following articles, viz: 

Nine hundred and thirty-eight 18-pound Round Shot; 
twenty-four 24-pound Round Shot; twenty 32-pound 
Round Shot — received from George Taylor. 

Sixiy-six pounds Saltpetre, received from Mrs. Groves. 

And reports his having delivered 4,012 pounds Gun- 
powder to Robert Erwin; which went yesterday in two 
Wagons, under the care of William Jordan, for General 
Washington, at the Camp in Cambridge. 

Wednesday, September 6, 1 775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Owen Biddle, Anthony Wayne, 



Daniel Roberdeau, William Edmonds, Henry Wynkoop, 
John Cadwalladcr, George Gray, George Ross. 

Mr. Clement Biddle made proposals to this Board to 
furnish the Officers and Men to be employed on board the 
Armed Boats with Provisions and Ruin, or Beer in lieu 
of Rum, agreeable to the quality and quantity allowed 
them by a Resolve of this Board the 1st instant, at the 
rate of ten Pence half-penny per Ration, as one day's 
allowance for a man. 

Resolved, That this Board accept the proposal of Mr. 
Biddle, and agree that he be appointed to furnish the Pro- 
visions and Rum, agreeable to the said Resolve, at the said 
rate of ten Pence half-penny per Ration. 

Rowley Godfrey, Lieutenant of the Forty-Eighth Regi- 
ment of Foot, having come hither with an intention of 
joining his Regiment, quartered in the Island ofG ranada , 
this Committee thought proper that he should sign the fol- 
lowing Parole, which he accordingly did : 

"I, Rowley Godfrey, Lieutenant of the Forty-Eighth 
Regiment, now quartered in the Island of Granada, a pri- 
soner in the power of the Committee of Safety of the 
Province of .Pennsylvania, and being kindly treated and 
protected by them, and enlarged on parole, do hereby 
solemnly promise and engage, on the honour of a soldier 
and a gentleman, that I will not bear arms against the 
American United Colonies, in any manner whatever, for 
the space of twelve months, or until 1 may be exchanged; 
nor will I, during that time, take any measures to give in- 
telligence to General Gage, or the British .Ministry, or 
to any person or persons whatever, relative to American 
affairs. Also, in case this my parole is not accepted in 
exchange for any officer of equal rank in the American 
service who may be taken prisoner by the British Troops, 
1 do hereby, in any such case, on notice, promise to repair 
to and give myself up to the said Committee of Safety, as 
a prisoner. 

" R. Godfrey, Lieut. 4Sth Reg't. 

"Philadelphia, September 7, 1775." 

Lieutenant Godfrey was furnished with a copy of the 
above. 

Thursday, September 7, 1775. 

In Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, 
John Cadwalladcr, Henry Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne. 

Mr. Owen Biddle is desired to procure a Rifle that will 
carry a half-pound Ball, with a Telescope Sight, and to get 
repaired a Rifle produced by Colonel Wayne. 

The Board being informed, by inquiry of the Hon. Pey- 
ton Randolph, Esq., that the application of Colonel George 
Slaughter for leave to purchase Gunpowder, for the use of 
the New Settlement in Virginia, on Kentucky, is founded 
in necessity, for the protection of a number of families ; 
they not being able to furnish themselves elsewhere, have 
agreed to permit their purchasing one hundred pounds 
weight at Yorktown, in this Province, if the Committee 
of that place think fit to spare the same. 

The above Minute was signed by the President, and 
Colonel Slaughter furnished therewith. 

Friday, September 8, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Daniel Roberdeau, 

John Cadwalladcr, Thomas Wharton, Junior, Anthony 

Wayne, Andrew Allen, Richard Reiley. 

Major George Ethrington having come here with an in- 
tention, as he says, of going to England, this Board thought 
proper to take the following Parole of him: 

"I, George Ethrington, Major of the Second Battalion 
of His Majesty's Royal American Regiment, a prisoner 
in the power of the Committee of Safety for the Province 
of Pennsylvania, and being kindly treated and protected by 
them, and enlarged on parole, do hereby solemnly promise 
and engage, on the honour of a soldier and gentleman, that 
I will not bear arms against the American United Colonies, 
in any manner whatever, for the space of twelve months, 
or until I may be exchanged ; nor will I, during that time, 
take any measures to give intelligence to General Gage, 
or the British Ministry, or to any person or persons what- 
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ever, relative to American affairs. Also, in case this my 
parole is not accepted in exchange for any officer of equal 
rank in the American service, who may be taken prisoner 
by the British Troops, I do hereby, in any such case, on 
notice, promise to repair to and give myself up to the said 
Committee of Safely, as a prisoner. 

" George Ethrington. 

" Philadelphia, September 8, 1775." 

Agreeably to the request of Major Ethrington, he was 
furnished with a copy of his Parole and the following Cer- 
tificate : 

"These are to certify to all persons to whom these pre- 
sents may appear, that the above writing is a true copy of 
the parole of honour given by the bearer, Major Ethring- 
ton, of the Second Battalion of the Royal American Regi- 
ment, to the Committee of Safety for the Province of 
Pennsylvania. It is therefore recommended to such per- 
sons, that the said Major Ethrington be permitted to pass 
where his business may lead him, without any hinderance 
or molestation," 

Ordered, That Mr. Towers, Commissary, attend Mr. 
Nicholson in proving the Firelocks ; and that he furnish 
such quantity of Powder as is necessary for that purpose. 

Resolved, That Captain While purchase of Mr. Binks 
thirty Cartridge-Boxes, for the use of the Armed Boats. 

Monday, September 11, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present only 
four Members — 

John Dickinson, William Edmonds, Daniel Roberdcau, 
John Cadwallader. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
the following articles, and stored them at the State-House, 
viz : 

28 Muskets and Bayonets, from John Nicholson ; 28 
Scabbards for Bayonets, from Woolk. Ming; 1 cwt. 3 
qrs. 26 lbs. Lead, from Owen Biddle, per Ebenezcr Call; 
3 Bullet Moulds, belonging to the Province, of Dunwick, 
Will, cy- Hasencheicr ; 372 barrels, 6 quarter-barrels, and 
350 lbs. Powder, from George Lush, in Powder-House. 

Tuesday, September 12, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Junior, Robert White, George Ross, John Cadwal- 
lader. 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert White have an Order on 
Mr. Michael Hillegas, Treasurer to this Board, for the 
sum of One Thousand Pounds, for the payment of Trades- 
men's Bills; which was accordingly drawn, and signed by 
the President. 

Thursday, September 14, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin FranMin, John Dickinson, Daniel Rober- 
deau, George Ross, William Edmonds, Samuel Morris, 
Jun., Robert Morris, Thomas Wharton, Jun., John Cad- 
wallader, George Gray. 

Captain James Irvine presented a Memorial and Repre- 
sentation to this Board, concerning himself and the regula- 
tion of the First Battalion ; which, after being read and 
considered, it was agreed that the following recommenda- 
tion be given to Captain Irvine and the other Captains of 
said Battalion : 

The Committee of Safety, taking into consideration the 
dispute at present subsisting in the First Battalion, recom- 
mend it to the Captains of that Battalion to settle among 
themselves the rank of the several Companies, in such 
manner as may be generally satisfactory; or, if they cannot 
a"ree among themselves, to draw lots, according to the 
16th Article of the Rules for establishing rank or prece- 
dence amongst the Pennsylvania Associators. 

Resolved, That the Chevaux-de-Frise be sunk into the 
River, opposite the Fort, as has been agreed to ; and that 
Captain White and Samuel Morris, Jun., be appointed a 
Committee to see the same done as soon as possible. 

That the Boat built by Samuel Bobbins be called the 
Ranger, and that Captain James Montgomery take the 
command of her. 



Resolved, That the Boat built by John Rice be called 
the Dickinson, and that he, the said John Rice, take the 
command of her. 

That the Boat built by Emanuel Eyres be called the Con- 
gress, and that Captain John Hamilton take the command 
of said Boat. 

Resolved, That Mr. John Nesbitt be appointed Paymas- 
ter to the Officers and Men to be employed on board the 
Armed Boats, and that he be allowed thirty Dollars per 
month for his services ; and that this Committee pay for 
the Books, Papers, &c, that he may have occasion for in 
said service. 

Resolved, That the Wages of the Lieutenants to be em- 
ployed on board the Armed Boats be increased to four- 
teen Dollars per month. 

Resolved, That Mr. Benjamin Thompson be appointed 
Lieutenant to the Armed Boat called Experiment. 

Friday, September 15, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, William Edmonds, 
Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., George Ross, John Cadwallader, George Gray. 

Commissions were this day signed by the President for 
the following gentlemen as Captains, and dated as follows, 
viz : 

No. 1, July 17, 1775, for Henry Dougherty, of the 
Washington. 

No. 2, July 18, for John Rice, of the Dickinson. 

No. 3, July 24, for Charles Alexander, of the Chatham. 

No. 4, August 1, for Nicholas Biddle, of the Franklin. 

No. 5, August 2, for John Hamilton, of the Congress. 

No. 6, August 3, for Allen Moore, of the Effingham. 

No. 7, August 31, for Jo*. Montgomery, of the Ranger. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on Mr. Robert Mor- 
ris, in favour of John Nicholson, for one hundred and fifty 
Pounds fifteen Shillings, being for the payment of twenty- 
eight Firelocks, for the use of the Armed Boats, and eleven 
Pattern Guns sent to the Commissioners and Assessors of 
each County in this Province; which Order was according- 
ly drawn, and delivered Mr. Nicholson. 

A Letter was this day wrote to the Committee of York 
County, respecting the Associators, signed by the Presi- 
dent, and sent per Joseph Elliott. 

Sent this day by Joseph Elliott and John Williams — 
Fifty Articles of Association and Recommendation, for 

the Committee of Lancaster County; fifty ditto, for the 

Committee of York County. 

Resolved, That Mr. Gibbs Jones be appointed a Lieu- 
tenant of the Armed Boat Ranger, commanded by James 
Montgomery. 

Saturday, September 16, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, William Edmonds, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Thomas Wharton, Junior, Samuel Morris, Junior, 
Robert Morris, George Gray, John Dickinson, Robert 
White, John Cadwallader. 

Sent to Henry Wynkoop, for the use of the Associators 
in Bucks County, fifty Articles of Association and Recom- 
mendation ; fifty ditto in the Dutch language. 

The Board came to sundry Resolves, viz: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
all Pilots of the Bay and River Delaware ought to use 
their utmost endeavours to avoid going or being taken on 
board British Ships of War, or Armed vessels, during the 
present struggle for liberty. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
all Pilots of the Bay and River Delmvare ought to lay up 
their Boats, on or before the 20th day of September, inst., 
and cautiously avoid going on any navigable water, or other 
place, on land or water, where they may probably fall 
within the power of British Men of War, Armed Vessels, 
or Boats, or within the power of men landed from such. 

Resolved, That any Pilot, or other person, who shall 
conduct or bring any British Man of War, Armed Vessel, 
Boat, or other Craft, up the Bay of Delaware, shall, on 
being released from that service, forthwith repair to this 
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Committee, there to prove, by such means as may be in 
bis power, that be was compelled by force into that service. 
And such Pilot, or other person, not appearing at this 
Board within five days after his first landing, (unless put on 
shore at too great a distance,) shall be considered as having 
voluntarily performed the said service. 

Resolved, That any Pilot, or other person acting as a 
Pilot, in Delaware Bay and River, who shall refuse or 
neglect to lay up his Boat or Craft, or who sbalj put him- 
self in the way of being forcibly taken on board the King's 
Ships, or who shall voluntarily serve, or offer to serve or 
instruct them in the navigation of the said Bay and River, 
shall, on proof thereof made to this Board, be deemed an 
enemy to American liberty, a traitor to his Country, and 
as such published and held forth to the publick. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Pilots of the Bay and River Delaware should remain 
on shore, at Cape Henlopen or Cape May, until such Mer- 
chant Vessels as arrive send their Boats on shore for a Pilot, 
when ope may repair on board, provided there is not any 
Man of War in sight, or in the said Bay and River; but 
if there is, the Captains of such Merchantmen must do the 
best they can for the safety of their Ships, as no Pilots 
must go oh board in such case. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the owners of such Ships as are brought up during the time 
these Resolves remain in force, ought to allow such rea- 
sonable additional pilotage as the Board of Wardens may 
fix, towards bearing the Pilot's expense down to the Cape 
by land. 

Resolved, That it is necessary for this Board to be con- 
stantly and early informed when any Men of War, Armed 
Vessels, Boats, or Craft, arrive at the Capes of Delaware; 
and, therefore, that Mr. Henry Fisher, of Leivistown, be 
appointed on this service, for which a reasonable reward, 
proportioned to his trouble, loss of time, and actual ex- 
pense, shall hereafter be allowed him; and that the follow- 
ing be his Instructions : (f) 

Instructions from the Committee of Safety at Philadel- 
phia, to Mr. Henry Fisher, at Lewistown. 
You are immediately to repair down to Leivistown, and 
remain there constantly, (until discharged from this ser- 
vice,) for the purpose of giving advice to this Board of 
every British man-of-war, or armed vessel, that may arrive 
at the Capes of Delaware. We deliver you herewith an 
order from the Board of Wardens to the Keeper of the 
Light-house, directing him to make such signals, by day 
and night, on discovering any ship or vessel standing in for 
the land, as you and he may agree on, and you must im- 
mediately repair to the properest place for discovering what 
they are^and when you are convinced of the arrival of one 
or more men of war intending up this river, you are to 
send us advice thereof, either by land or water, as you 
conceive best, mentioning the number of the enemy's ships, 
and their force, and manner of proceeding, as nearly as you 
can ascertain these circumstances. When you send intel- 
ligenceTjywater, you should avoid sending pilots, or per- 
sons that can serve as pilots to the enemy, lest they should 
fall in their power, (f) 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
the Buoys in the Bay of Delaware ought to be taken up 
immediately, and that the Wardens of the Port be desired 
to give orders for its being done, and to give orders to the 
Keeper of the Light to make such signals, by day or night, 
as Mr. Henry Fisher and he may agree on, upon seeing 
Vessels standing inwards, (f) 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
six six-pound Cannon be lent to the inhabitants of Leivis- 
town and Pilotstown, near Cape Henlopen, with Ammu- 
nition for the same, to defend themselves from any hostile 
attacks ; they giving security to return the Cannon on de- 
mand, and m expectation that the Committee of Safety for 
the three lower Counties will repay the quantity of Am- 
munition, or its value in money, in a reasonable time, (f) 

Resolved, That, it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
if any Pilot or Pilot Boat should be wanted for especial or 
particular purposes, during the time these Resolves remain 
in forqe, application should be made to this Board, who 
will grant a Certificate to the Pilot or person employed, 
on finding the publick good is connected with his service. 



Resolved, That Mr. White and Mr. Robert Morris 
apply to the Board of Wardens for the taking up the 
Buoys, agreeable to the preceding Resolutions. 

Colonel Roberdeau and Colonel Cadwallader are re- 
quested to borrow six six-pound Cannon, and to give an 
assurance to the person who will lend them that they shall 
be returned in good order, or, in case they should sustain 
any damage or be lost, that this Board will pay such dam- 
age or loss ; and that the said Guns be provided with a 
proper quantity of Ammunition — the whole being lent to 
the inhabitants of Lewistown and Pilotstown, for their de- 
fence. 

The President gave an Order on Mr. Robert Morris, in 
favour of Robert towers, for eleven Pounds eighteen Shil- 
lings and three Pence half-penny, for seventy-nine and 
three-quarter pounds of Saltpetre, which he has purchased 
and stored. 

Resolved, That Colonel Dickinson and Colonel Cad- 
wallader be a Committee to draw up a Memorial to the 
honourable House of Assembly, setting forth the necessity 
of their granting a farther sum of Money, and recommend- 
ing the building Magazines in some convenient place. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Morris, and Mr. Robert 
White furnish an estimate of the cost of the Boats and 
Chevaux-de-Frise. 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Morris and Mr. Thomas 
Wharton furnish an estimate of the cost of Powder, Salt- 
petre, Fire-Arms, &c, that they have purchased and sent 
for. 

Mr. John Ross, Merchant, made application to this 
Board to be appointed Muster-Master of the Officers and 
Men to be employed on board the Armed Boats, and in- 
forms this Board, that he will undertake, for the good of 
the service, to do the said duty of Muster-Master gratis. 

Resolved, That Mr. Ross be appointed Muster-Master, 
agreeable to the preceding Minute. 

The President gave an Order on Mr. Robert Morris, in 
favour of Mr. Duff, for three Pounds seventeen Shillings. 

And an Order on Mr. Morris, in favour of Stockcr fy 
Wharton, for the sum of two hundred and sixty-one Pounds 
seventeen Shillings and nine Pence, for sundry Medicines. 

Delivered Mr. Henry Fisher his Instructions from this 
Board, and the Resolves of this day, marked/. 

Tuesday, Scptemor 19, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., John Cadwallader, 
Robert White, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, George Ross. 

Resolved, That Captain John Moulder be appointed to 
the command of one of the Armed Boats. 

Resolved, That Captain James Blair be appointed to 
the command of one of the Armed Boats. 

Resolved, That Captain Robert Eyres be appointed to 
the command of one of the Armed Boats. 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed 
Lieutenants on board the Armed Boats : Jeremiah Sim- 
mons, John Chatham, James Allen, George Garland. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his havino- received 
and stored the following articles, viz : seven hundred and 
eighty-eight 18-pound Round Shot; one hundred and six- 
ty-eight 24-pound Round Shot ; seventy-seven 32-pound 
Round Shot — received from Mr. George Taylor, and 
stored at the State-House. Seventy-nine and three-quar- 
ter pounds Saltpetre, purchased of Meminger §■ Dorsey. 

Wednesday, September .20, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present 

Robert Morris, President pro tern-., Daniel Roberdeau, 
Anthony Wayne, Michael Sivoope, Andrew Allen, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., John Cadwallader. 

Resolved, That Richard Wells, Pilot, be permitted to 
go to the Capes with his Boat, with a caution to him to 
avoid going or being taken on board any Man-of-War, or 
other British Armed Vessel. 

Resolved, That Daniel Murphy, Pilot, be permitted to 
take down the River and Bay of Delaivare, the Brig Nancy 
Captain Douglas, belonging to Messrs. Howell and Doug'- 
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fos, and that the said Murphy avoid going or being taken 
on board any Man-of-War, or other British Armed Vessel. 
Colonel Dickerson, agreeable to a Resolve of the Con- 
gress, applied to this Board for a state of the Account of 
Powder between this Board and the Congress, when he was 
furnished with the following Account : 
Dr. The Continental Congress in account with the Com- 
mittee of Safety for the Province of Pennsylvania 



1775. 

Aug. 2. To sundry casks of Powder delivered to 
Patrick Henry, Esq., weight, - 

Aug. 1 1. To sundry casks of Powder sent to Gen- 
eral Schuyler in one wagon, - - - 

Sept. 4. To sundry casks of Powder sent to Gen- 
eral Washington in two wagons, 
To damaged Powder that was received 
of Captain Markoe, - - - - - 

Balance of Powder due the Congress, 



Cr. 



lbs. 
2,044 
2,136 
4,012 

25 

8,217 
803| 
lbs. 9,020£ 



lbs. 
3,995£ 

3,225 



1,800 



1775. 

July 31. By sundry casks of Powder received 
from Captain Markoe, weight, - - 

Aug. 19. By sundry casks of Powder received 
from Major Samuel Mifflin, - - - 

Aug. 26. By sundry casks of Powder imported 
in the Lady, Captain Ord, from Ber- 
muda, --------- 

lbs. 9,026! 
N. B. There is upwards of seven hundred pounds of 
the Powder imported from Bermuda not fit for use. 

Thursday, September 21, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Daniel Roberdeau, Anthony Wayne, Benjamin Bartho- 
lomew, Thos. Wharton, Jun., Michael Swoope,John Mont- 
f ornery, William Edmonds, Bernard Dougherty , Samuel 
lunter, John Cadwallader. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
the following parcels of Powder, which is stored in the 
Powder-House : 

Four hairf-barrels, weight two hundred pounds ; six quar- 
ter-barrels, one hundred and fifty — three hundred and fifty 
pounds, from Oswald Eve. Three quarter-barrels, seventy- 
five pounds, from Oswald Eve, being part of the damaged 
Powder belonging to the Congress. 

Friday, September 22, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — . 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., Owen Biddle, Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jqn., Daniel Roberdeau, Michael Swoope, 
Anthony Wayne, George Ross, Andrew Allen, John Mont- 
gomery. 

Resolved, That John Lamberth, Pilot, be permitted to 
pilot down. the River and Bay of Delaware, from Newcas- 
tle, the Ship Peace and Plenty, Captain McKenzie, and he 
is warned by this Committee to avoid going or being taken 
on board any Man-of- War or other British Armed Vessels. 

Resolved, That Luke Shields be permitted to take his 
Boat down to the Capes, and there to lay her up. 

Resolved, That Mr. Towers, Commissary, keep the key 
of the Powder Magazine in his possession, and that he suffer 
no person to enter it but those that are necessary to employ 
therein ; and that he desire Captain Spring to attend this 
Board, that he may be treated with for the hire of the 
Magazine. 

Major Rogers having arrived here from England, and 
being on half pay in the British Army, this Board think it 
necessary that he should be taken prisoner. Colonel Ro- 
berdeau, at the request of this Board, accordingly gave di- 
rections to Captain Bradford, to take the said Major Rogers 
a prisoner, and bring him before them. 

And Colonel Ross wrote to the Congress, to have their 
direction what they would have them to do with him. 

Captain Bradford, according to directions, brought Mr. 
Rogers prisoner lo this Board ; but not having an answer 
from the Congress, it was thought proper that he should 



give his word of honour to appear before this Board to- 
morrow morning, at nine o'clock ; which word he accord- 
ingly gave. 

Mr. Samuel Slade, who lately came from England, was 
brought before this Board by Captain Loxley, and charged 
with his being frequently observed to take an account of 
the cannon and carriages in the State-House yard, and lias 
made inquiries respecting the different constructions of ma- 
chines, boats, &tc, for the defence of this Province. This 
Board having examined him, and perused several of his 
papers and letters which he produced for his vindication, 
are of opinion that he had no bad intentions in making the 
above inquiries, therefore gave directions for his being re- 
leased, with a charge to him that he inform this Board when 
he intends to leave this Province. 

Resolved, That Captain Samuel Davidson be appointed 
to the command of one of the Armed Boats. 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Savage be allowed seven 
Shillings and six Pence per day for his services, from the 
18th July to tliis 22d inst., being sixty -six days, amounting 
to twenty-four Pounds fifteen Shillings, for which an order 
was drawn in his favour on Mr. Robert Morris. 

Saturday, September 23, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benja. Franklin, John Montgomery, Bernard Dough- 
erty, Samuel Hunter, Andrew Allen, Michael Swoope, 
Benjamin Bartholomew, Robert Morris, Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau. 

In answer to what Colonel Ross wrote yesterday to the 
Congress, respecting Major Rogers, this Board was fur- 
nished with the following Resolve, viz: 

"In Congress, September 22, 1775. 

"Resolved, That in case the Committee find nothing 
against Major Rogers except that of his being a half pay 
Officer, that he be discharged on giving his parole not to 
take up arms against the inhabitants of America, in the pre- 
sent controversy between Great Britain and America. 

"A true copy from the Minutes: 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Major Rogers, agreeable to his word of honour yester- 
day, attended this Board, and, in consequence of the above 
Resolve of Congress, this Board took the following Parole, 
viz : 

" I, Robert Rogers, Major on half pay in His Majesty's 
Army, a prisoner in the custody of the Committee of Safe- 
ty for the Province of Pennsylvania, and being kindly 
treated and protected by them, and enlarged on parole, do 
hereby solemnly promise and engage, on "the honour of a 
soldier and a gentleman, that I will not bear arms against 
the American United Colonies, in any manner whatever, 
during the present contest between them and Great Bri- 
tain; and that I will not, in that time, attempt to give intel- 
ligence to General Gage, the British Ministry, or any other 
person or persons, of any matters relative to America. 

"Robert Rogers, Major." 

Agreeable to the request of Major Rogers, he was fur- 
nished with a copy of his Parole, and the following Certi- 
ficate, viz : 

"These are to certify to all persons to whom these pre- 
sents may appear, that the above writing if a true copy of 
the parole of honour given by the bearer, Major Robert 
Rogers, to the Committee of Safety for the Province of 
Pennsylvania ; it is therefore recommended to such per- 
sons that the said Major Rogers be permitted to pass where 
his business may lead him, without any hinderance or moles- 
tation." 

An Order was drawn, and signed by the President, on 
Robert Morris, in favour of Joseph Sims, for three Pounds 
fifteen Shillings, being for twenty-five pounds of Saltpetre. 

Resolved, That Edward Chamberlain be appointed Mas- 
ter-at-Arms and Armourer for the Armed Boats, and that 
he be allowed fourteen Dollars per month for his services. 

Delivered an Order to Captain Hamilton, on Robert 
Towers, Commissary, for two Cartridges for a twenty-four 
Pounder; twenty-four Cartridges for Muskets. 

Resolved, That Colonel Cadwallader and Samuel Morris 
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be a Committee to examine the Cartridge-Boxes, Knap- 
sacks, &ic, that are made for the use of this County, and, 
if they are made agreeable to the patterns, that they give 
orders to the Commissary to receive them into store. 

Monday, September 25, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Samuel Morris, Jun., President pro tern., Thos. Whar- 
ton, inn., Owen Biddle, Michael Swoope, John Cadwal- 
lader, Daniel Roberdeau, William Edmonds, John Dick- 
inson. 

Resolved, That Isaac Rotch, Pilot, be permitted to pilot 
down the River and Bay of Delaware the Brig Sally, War- 
ren Lisle Nichol, Master, which vessel put into Christiana 
in distress ; the said Isaac Rotch, Pilot, is cautioned to 
avoid going or being taken on board any Ship of War or 
other British Armed Vessel. 

The Committee of York County having purchased the 
following quantity of Gunpowder and Lead, which is se- 
cured by them in Yorktown, for the security and defence of 
this Province, viz : 

Forty-nine quarter-casks of Powder, weight twelve hun- 
dred andtvyenty-five pounds, which cost £178 14s. ; three 
thousand seven hundred and seventy pounds of Lead, cost 
£69 6s. 5a. ; carriage from Philadelphia to Yorktown, 
£11 6s, 6d.— £25S [6s, lid., 

Resolv edyTAwt this Committee take the abovementioned 
Pp^fe. a J^*XlS9^ ' purchased by the Committee of York 
County for trie use of this Province, at the price the same 
was purchased at by them, and that Mr. Michael Swoope, a 
Member of this Committee, and Mr. John Hay, a Com- 
missioner of said County, be appointed to see that the said 
Powder and Lead are properly secured, and that Mr. Mi- 
chael Swoope have an order on the Treasurer of this Board 
for the amount of the same. 

Agreeable thereto, an Order was drawn, of this date, on 
said Treasurer, for the said sum of two hundred and fifty- 
nine Pounds six Shillings and eleven Pence, and signed by 
Samuel Morris, Jun., President pro tern. 

Resolved, That George Jackson, Pilot, be permitted to 
pilot down the River and Bay of Delaware the Sloop Ad- 
venture, Benjamin Clark, Master; and he, the said Pilot, 
is hereby cautioned to avoid going or being taken on board 
any Ship of War or other British Armed Vessel. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on Mr. Michael Hil- 
legas, Treasurer to this Board, in favour of Mr. Robert 
White, for the sum of two thousand Pounds, being towards 
the payment of the building the Armed Boats and Che- 
vaux-de-Frise ; which Order was accordingly drawn, and 
signed by Samuel Morris, President pro tern. 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Morris, Mr, Thos. Wliarton, 
and Mr. Robert White, or any two of them, be a Commit- 
tee to receive alLAccounts, and to inspect and certify those 
that areright to this Board. 

This Board was furnished with an Account from the City 
Committee, against the Continental Congress, for the fol- 
lowing quantities of Gunpowder delivered them, viz: 

Ninety-eight quarter-casks of Powder sent to Gen. Wash- 
ington, cost £367 10s.; fifty-two quarter-casks of Powder 
sent to Ticonderoga, £195; twelve strong Hogsheads and 
packing, at 15s., and hauling, £10 4s. — £572 14s. 

Winch i PowcTer t wa§. added tp the Account delivered by 
this Board to the Congress the 20th inst, in manner fol- 
lowing; 

Dr. Continental Congress in account ivith the Committee 

of Safety for the Province of Pennsylvania : 
1775 v . ; _ _ lbs. 

To ninety-eight quarter-casks of Powder 
sent to General Washington by the City 
Committee, --------- 2,450 

To fifty-two quarter-casks of Powder sent 

to Ticonderoga by the City Committee, 1,300 

lbs. 3,750 



1775. Cr. 

Sept. 20. By balance due Congress in Powder, 

By balance due Committee of Safety, - 2,946 J 

Soptembtr 25, 1775. 



Us. 
803J 
',946£ 
lbs. 3,750 



Captain Spring attended this Board, agreeable to a Re- 
solve of the 22d inst., and they came to a resolve that the 
said Captain Spring be allowed the common storage for the 
Powder that is now or hereafter may be put in the Maga- 
zine by this Committee. 

Tuesday, September 2G, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, John Montgomery, 
Bernard Dougherty, Samuel Hunter, Owen Biddle, Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jun./ Daniel Roberdeau, Michael Swoope, 
William Edmonds, George Ross. 

Delivered to Lieutenant Gibbs Jones, for the Armed 
Boat Ranger, two brass Howitzers, which were made by 
Mr. King. 

Delivered an Order to Edward Chamberlain, Master-at- 
Arms, on Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary, for twenty- 
eight Muskets, made by Nicholson, twenty-eight Cartridge- 
Boxes, made by Binks, and twenty rounds of Cartridges lor 
each Musket. 

Upon the application of the Committee of Correspon- 
dence of Westmoreland County, for a quantity of Powder 
and Lead for the defence of the Frontiers, 

Resolved, That Mr. Michael Swoope and Mr. John Hay, 
of York County, do deliver to Captain Samuel Moorhead, 
of Westmoreland County, out of the pubTick stock, five 
hundred weight of Powder, and twelve hundred and fifty 
pounds of Lead, and that the same be placed in the hands 
of the Committee of Westmoreland, for the publick use of 
said County; and the Committee are requested to take par- 
ticular care that the same be not expended but in the pub- 
lick defence. 

Resolved, That the Committee of said County be ac- 
countable to this Committee for the same, when called 
upon. 

Resolved, That Orders be drawn on the Treasurer of 
this Board, in favour of the Commissioners and Assessors 
of each County in this Province, for the different sums as 
affixed to each County, being towards the payment of 
Arms and Accoutrements they are to furnish, respectively, 
viz: For Philadelphia County, £ 1,500; Bucks County, 
£300 ; Chester County, £500 ; Lancaster County, £600; 
York County, £300 ; Cumberland County, £300 ; Berks 
County, £400; Northampton County, £300; Bedford 
County, £100; Northumberland County, £100; West- 
moreland County, £100. 

John Philip De Haas having presented a Memorial to 
this Board relative to some dispute subsisting between Col- 
onel Grubb, of Lancaster County, and him, respecting the 
division of said Colonel Grubb's Battalion ; the Committee 
taking the same into consideration, do resolve that it be re- 
commended to the Committee of Lancaster County to hear 
the matter in dispute between Colonel Grubb and Major 
De Haas, and determine it agreeable to the regulations 
published by this Board for establishing rank and prece- 
dence amongst the Pennsylvania Associators ; and it is also 
recommended to those gentlemen to refer their disputes to 
said Committee, but subject to an appeal to this Board, if 
the parties think proper, who may agree upon a day to 
attend most suitable to them. 



Wednesday, Septembor 27, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, John Cadwallader, Samuel Hunter, 
Bernard Dougherty , John Montgomery , Michael Stvoopc, 
Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Andrew Allen, Anthony Wayne, George Ross. 

Resolved, That Mr. Towers, Commissary, alter the Car- 
tridges tbat he has made for the Cannon, by decreasing the 
quantity of Powder to one-fourth the weight of the Ball; 
and the Cartridges made for the Field-Pieces to be de- 
creased to one-fifth or one-sixth the weight of the Ball, ac- 
cording to the strength of the Powder. 

Resolved, That Doctor Benjamin Rush be appointed 
Physician and Surgeon to the Armed Boats, and that the 
Commanding Officers of the Boats be informed that they 
apply to him, for themselves and people, for assistance in 
case of need. 
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Frida y' Se P teml >cr 29, 1775, The Military Association, entered into by numbers of the 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— good people of this Province, has received the approbation 

Benjamin Franklin, Anthony Wayne, Thomas Wharton, of the House, and undoubtedly deserves every encourage- 

Jun., Samuel Hunter, Bernard Dougherty, John Mont- ment; as a body of freemen, animated by a love of liberty, 

gomery, Michael Sivoope, Robert Morris, Daniel Rober- and trained to the use of arms, afford the most certain and 

(Jean, Francis Johnson, Owen Biddle. effectual defence against the approaches of slavery and 

Agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th inst., the Orders oppression. It is to be wished, therefore, that this spirit 

therein mentioned to be drawn on the Treasurer of this could have been more universally diffused ; but the Asso- 

Board, in favour of the different Commissioners and As- ciators complain, and with great appearance of reason, that 

sessors, was this day done, and signed by the President. whilst ihey are subjected to expenses to accoutre themselves 

An Order was this day drawn on the Treasurer of this as soldiers, (and their affairs suffer considerably by the time 

Board, in favour of the Commissioners and Assessors of necessarily employed in acquiring a knowledge of the mili- 

York County, for one hundred and thirty-two Pounds six- tal 7 art >) very many of their countrymen, who have not 

teen Shillings, being towards the payment of Cartridge- associated, are entirely free from these inconveniences. 

Boxes, &c, made for the use of that County; which Order They conceive that when the liberty of all is at stake, every 

was delivered to Michael Swoope, Esq. man should assist in its support ; that where the cause is 

The Order drawn, agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th common, and the benefits derived from an opposition are 

inst., in favour of the Commissioners and Assessors of Ches- universal, it is not consonant to justice or equity that the 

ter County, for five hundred Pounds, was this day deliver- burdens should be partial, 

ed to Anthony Wayne, Esq. The Committee, therefore, would submit it to the wisdom 

The Order drawn, agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th °^ tne House, whether, at this time of distress and general 

inst., in favour of the Commissioners and Assessors of Cum- danger, some plan should not be devised to oblige the assis- 

berland County, for three hundred Pounds, was this day tance of every member of the community. But as there 

delivered to John Montgomery, Esq. are some persons who, from their religious principles, are 

The Order drawn, agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th scrupulous of the lawfulness of bearing arms, this Commit- 

instant, in favour of the' Commissioners and Assessors of tee > from. a tender regard for the conscjejices of such, would 

Northumberland County , for one hundred Pounds, was this venture to propose that their contributions to the common 

day delivered to Samuel Hunter, Esq. cause should be pecuniary, and for that purpose a rate or 

A Memorial to the Assembly was this day drawn up, assessm ent be laid on their estates, equivalent to the ex- 
read, and agreed to, with an Estimate of the Moneys ex- pense and 1°» of time incurred by the Associators. A 
pended and to be expended for the use of this Province, ,n , easu ; e . ol this kind appears to be founded on the princi- 
and are as follows viz: pies of impartial justice, calculated to appease the com- 
rr .7 u ,', ., „ _, _,. ,., r, . plaints which have been made, likely to give general satis- 
lo the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of faction, and of course beneficial to the great cause we are 

the Province oj Pennsylvania, in General Assembly engaged in ~ : L 

^'.f U hC r Mem f al ° f ^ CommiUee °f Sa f et y re - YSur Committee beg leave to represent that it will be 

spectjutly sheivein . necessary to appoint a Commodore or Commander-in-Chief 

That the said Committee, in obedience to the orders of of the Armed Boats, which has been delayed hitherto out 

the House, have taken upon them the execution of the im- of respect to your honourable House, 

portant trust committed to them, and have proceeded to _ B. Franklin. 

such measures as appeared to them necessary to effectuate eptem or 29, 1/75. 

the purposes for which they were appointed. The minutes -An Estimate of Moneys already expended, and to be ex- 

of their transactions, together with an estimate of the ex- pended, for the defence of the Province of Pennsyl- 

penses incurred for the putting this Province into a proper vania. Submitted, to the honourable House of Assembly 

state of defence, are with great deference submitted to the by the Committee of Safety, September 29, 1775 : 

consideration oltbc.. House,. Remitted to several parts of Europe, by sun- 

From these it will, appear that the sum of money granted dry conveyances, for the purchase of Arms, 

by the House, at their last sessions, has been either wholly Ammunition, and Medicines, - - - £20,300 00 

expended or remitted for the purchase of Arms and Am- Remitted to different parts of America, for 

munition. That a considerable sum is still necessary to the same purposes, ------- 8200000 

fulfilthe engagements already made for the above purposes, Paid for Medicines brought here, and now 

andfor the paying and victualling of the men in the service. ready for the service of such as may be 

It rnusLbe obvious to the House that much yet remains wounded or fall sick in the service, - - 420 00 

to be done to accomplish their salutary intentions, particu- Thirteen Armed Boats or Gondolas, built, 

larly if the British Ministry should obstinately persist in armed, and equipped, estimated at £250" 

their present arbitrary measures. Should this be the case, each, ■- - ----- 7,150 00 

(which, from the present appearance of things, seems but Seventeen Chevaux-de-Frise, or defensive 

too probable,) this opportunity may, perhaps, be the only machines, to be sunk in the River Dela- 

one we shall be possessed of, to prepare the necessary ware, to prevent enemy sbips coming 

means for J he defence of our just rights; for there can be against the City of Philadelphia, at £100 

no doubt that, vigorous exertions will be made to intercept each, --------- - - 1 700 00 

future supplies. The Committee, therefore, apprehend it Cannon and Grape-Shot bought, - - - - 522 00 

to be their indispensable duty earnestly to recommend to Small Arms bought, 119 00 

thejlouse to grant such farther liberal aids, at their pre- Pattern Muskets, &tc, for the Counties, ".'""" "57 jq q 

sent sessions, as may, in their wisdom, be judged adequate Robert Towers's Account for various expens- 

to the exigencies of the Province at this very important es and services, ------- 61 17 

crisis. Thomas Savage's services, &c, - - - - 22 17 6 

They beg leave, also, to represent to the House that Sundry contingent expenses, supposed not 

thereappears to be an immediate necessity for constructing less than ------- - - - 500000 

a Magazinedr Magazines to receive the Powder already in Fourthousand five hundred Muskets and ap- 

the Province, and such as may arrive hereafter ; largequan- paratus, ordered by Assembly for Minute- 

tities areshortly expected, and there is no place where it Men, supposed will cost - - -. -. - - 23,625 00 

can be stored with safety, or any way guarded against acci- Twenty-six Howitzers for the Boats, - - 169 00 

dents, which that article, from its nature, must be exposed Swivel Guns, Small Arms, kc, for Boats, 2,500 00 

to, and which it is of considerable moment to prevent. Three months' pay, and victualling fifty-three 

The Committee having thus laid before the House the men in each Armed Boat, including Offi- 

steps they have already taken, and their opinion of some cers, estimated at £202 6s. 3d. per morflE, 

measures which appear proper to be adopted, beg leave, each boat, ------ ;."".. "~v '7890 39 

before they conclude this report, to submit to the House a Besides the money actually remitted for the 

matrer interesting to the publick welfare. purchase of Ammunition and Arms, credits 

* 
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are given to the Agents employed in that 
service, to draw on London and this place 
to the extent of ten thousand Pounds, if 
they can obtain the articles wanted ; and 
remittances must soon be made to answer 
these credits, some Members of this Com- 
mittee having pledged their private credits 
on behalf of the publick, - - - - £10,000 00 
Freights of sundry Ships employed to bring 
the Arms and Ammunition, with the com- 
missions of a Factor, sent in each Ship to 
make the purchase. This article cannot be 
exactly ascertained ; but the quantity be- 
ing considerable, may be reasonably sup- 
posed at - - 4,000 00 

"" "'"' " ' " £87,2 37 8 3 

, u>- i (, '■ ■' " ■'. | l t':; ' t p ^ ■ ■- ":■■;: ^ 

Expense of building a Magazine or Magazines, with other 
charges and expenses that may be expected to arise if this 
mosf unhappy contest continues. 

N. BT It should be observed that the great expense 
appears by this estimate to be for Arms and Ammunition, 
and these are worth the full sum they will cost, or might 
at this time be disposed ol to profit. 

SamuelMade having promised this Board that he would 
not ieaWlIiisPTovTnce without their permission, he this 
day requested liberty of going to New- York, which re- 
quest wasgfanTed. 

Mvi'Owen^Jfidjlh, by order, wrote this day to the Com- 
mittee 1 of' ForS County, respecting the Associators there. 

r.irvi S*l)...t|Hj»;*H-ff<n-.<!. '■!■ ■- : ■.■&•■<_*■■■•*: ^ ■• ■-■• 

Resolved, That the Boat built by Work. Coats be. called 
the Burke ; ThTt t'he Boat built by William Williams be 
called the Hancock ; that the Boat built by . . . Sherlock 
be called the Camden. 



Suturday, September 30, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Morris, J un., Owen Bid- 
die, Michael Swoope, Bernard Dougherty, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jim., Daniel Roberdeau. 

Resolved, That as the Boats of War are now equipped 
and partly manned for service, and there is a probability 
that we may be reduced to the unhappy necessity of using 
them in the defence of this City; and, on inquiry, it being 
found impracticable either to purchase or have made any 
Fire-Arms, in proper time, for our defence; it is therefore 
earnestly recommended to those Associators who have 
the Provincial Arms in their possession, to deliver them to 
our Commissary, Robert Toivers, that they may be em- 
ployed in that necessary service. 

And it is desired that Colonel Dickinson, Colonel Ro- 
berdeau, and Colonel Cadwallader, apply to the Captains 
of the respective Battalions for a list of the names of all 
those Associators who have possession of the said Anns, 
in order that our Commissary may apply to them for the 
same. 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of Lends and Pilot Towns 
be supplied with the following quantity of Ammunition, 
which they are to repay when demanded by this Commit- 
tee, viz: two hundred pounds of Gunpowder; six hundred 
pounds of Lead; twenty rounds of Grape-Shot; twelve 
rounds of Cannon Ball for Nine-Pounders. 

Agreeable to the above Resolve, an Order was drawn on 
the Commissary, for the Ammunition therein mentioned, 
and delivered to Mr. Henry Neal. 

A Letter was this day wrote to the Committee of Safety 
of Sussex County, and directed to John Lagworthy, Esq., 
informing that this Board has sent the Ammunition, agree- 
able to a Resolve of this day. 



PtefriSfSYLVANlA ASSEMBLY. \\ 
. ,. , Monday, September 18, 1775, 

Mr. Speaker, with seventeen Members, met pursuant to 
adjournment, on the 30th of June last; and a quorum not 
appearing, they adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

o 

Tuesday, September 19, 1775. 
Mr. Speaker, with twenty-two Members, met this morn- 
ing ; and a number sufficient to proceed on business being 
yet wanting, they adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday, September 20, 1775. 

Mr. Speaker, with the Members present yesterday, met 
again this morning; and several being still absent, adjourned 
to four o'clock, P. M. 

A quorum met pursuant to adjournment. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Jacobs and Mr. Edmonds wait 
on the Governour, and acquaint him a quorum of the Re- 
presentatives are met, pursuant to their adjournment, and 
ready to receive any business his Honour may be pleased 
to lay before them. 

A Remonstrance from the Overseers of the Poor of the 
City of Philadelphia was presented to the House, and read, 
setting forth, that the sum of Money granted last year by 
the then Assembly, for the relief and support of such in- 
firm, sick, and aged neutrals as are still residents among 
us, is nearly expended for the purposes for which it was 
granted, as by the Accounts herewith laid before the House 
will appear; that the Remonstrants therefore think it their 
duty to inform the honourable House, that there is now a 
considerable number of the said neutrals - , who, from their 
a^e, sickness, or infirmities, are rendered incapable of sup- 
porting themselves, and must suffer in this lime of general 
calamity, unless immediate and constant relief is afforded, 
in such a manner as their particular circumstances may 
from time to time require ; that the Remonstrants there- 
fore request the honourable House will take the premises 
into consideration ami grant such relief as they in their 
wisdom shall tTiinls proper. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 



A Memorial from the Committee and principal Inhabi- 
tants of the County of York was presented to the House, 
and read, praying, that in the next appointment of Depu- 
ties for this Province, to serve in the Continental Congress, 
an inhabitant of the said County may be one of the number. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A Petition from the Commissioners of the County of 
York was presented to the House, and read, setting forth, 
that the honourable Assembly of this Province, on the 
30th of June last, was pleased to direct that three hundred 
Muskets and the like number of Cartridge-Boxes should 
be made in the said County ; that the Petitioners and the 
Board, in consequence of such direction, have set the Gun- 
smiths of the County to work at the said arms, and have 
induced them, with the assistance of the Committee, to lay 
aside all other business till the same be finished ; that some 
of the said Gunsmiths cannot afford to purchase the neces- 
sary materials, and carry on the said work , without money 
advanced to them; that the Petitioners therefore pray the 
House to pay the sum of five hundred Pounds, or such 
sum as they may think proper, into the hands of Michael 
Swoope, Esq.; which sum the Petitioners will advance to 
the said Gunsmiths, in order to enable them to carry on the 
said work, and that the Petitioners will be accountable to 
the House for the same; that the Cartridge-Boxes are 
finished, (a bill for which is herewith sent,) and Die Peti- 
tioners pray the House to order the Treasurer to pay the 
amount of them to the said Michael Swoope ; that the Pe- 
titioners also beg leave to represent that there is now a 
quantity of Tin in the Town of York, sufficient to make 
a number of Camp-Kettles to supply the Minute-Meji of 
this County, in case they should be called into actual ser- 
vice, and unless it be soon engaged for this purpose, will 
be worked up for other uses; that if the House should 
be of opinion such kettles are necessary, the petitioners will 
direct the same to be made, and charged to theJVoyin.ce ; 
that the Petitioners apprehend, when the number of Militia 
(near four thousand) in this County is considered, the arms 
allotted for it is not a proper proportion, and therefore sub- 
mit to the judgment of the House whether thenumber of 
arm'' ought not to be increased ; that the Conimittee of the 
said County some time ago purchased a quantity of ammu- 
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nition for publick use, (a bill for which is herewith sent,) 
and the said Committee advanced the money for the same ; 
that the said ammunition is now lodged in Yorktown, to 
be made use of on any emergency, for the security and 
defence of this Province; that the Petitioners humbly con- 
ceive the said ammunition should be paid for by the Pro- 
vince, in order to take the burden from individuals, and 
therefore further pray the House to order their Treasurer 
to pay the amount of the said ammunition to the said 
Michael Swoope. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas, Mr. Pearson, and Mr. 
Ross, be a Committee to prepare and bring in a Bill for 
striking the sum of Twenty-Two Thousand Pounds in 
Bills of Credit, for the support of the Government of this 
Province, and payment of the Publick Debts. 

Thursday, September 2!, 1775. 

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour with 
the Message of last night reported they had delivered 
the sarne_ according to order ; and that his Honour was 
pleased to say he had no business to lay before the House 
at present. 

Upon motion, the Remonstrance from the Overseers of 
the Poor of the City of Philadelphia was again read, and 
after some debate thereon, 

Resolved, That the sum of One Hundred Pounds be 
allowed and paid to the said Overseers of the Poor, by the 
Provincial Treasurer, for the relief and support of such 
aged, sick, and infirm neutrals as remain in and about the 
City, and cannot provide for themselves. 

And_a Certificate for the said sum, being made out ac- 
cordingly, was signed "by the Speaker. 

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a 
Bill for striking the sum of Twenty-Two Thousand Pounds, 
in Bilk of Credit, reported an essay for that purpose, in- 
tituled " An Act for the support of the Government of 
this Province, and payment of the Publick Debts," which 
being read the first time, was ordered to lie on the table 
for a second reading. 

Friday, September 22, 1775. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Bill inti- 
tuled " An Act for the support of the Government of this 
Province, and payment of the. Publick Debts," which being 
read_ the second time, and debated by paragraphs, was 
ordered to be transcribed for a third reading. 

The Speaker having reported to the House that Mr. 
Humphreys and himself, pursuant to the Resolution of the 
Assembly on the 30th of June last, had taken a Bond, with 
two sufficient securities, from Michael Hillegas, Esquire, 
Treasurer to the Committee of Safety, it is hereby directed 
that the said Bond be proved and recorded in the Rolls 
Office, and remain for safe keeping in the hands of the 
Speaker. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Brown, 
Mr. Rodman, Mr. Bartholomew, Mr. John Jacobs, Mr. 
Pearson, and Mr. Wayne, be a Committee to collect from 
the Journals of the successive Assemblies of this Province, 
since the year 1763, all the Petitions and Remonstrances 
presented by the said Assemblies to the Crown and both 
Houses of Parliameiit, for redress of American grievances. 

Tuesday, September 26, 1775. 

The Bill intituled " An Act for the support of the 
Government of this Province, and payment of the Pub- 
lick Debts," being transcribed according to order, was 
read the third time, and compared at the table. 

Resolved, That the said Bill do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Roberts and Mr. Chapman wait on 
the Governour therewith, for his assent to the same. 

The Members return, and report they had waited on the 
Governour, and delivered the said Bill, according to order; 
and that his. Honour was pleased to say, he would take the 
same irnpirn mediate consideration, and give it all the des- 
patch in his power. 

The House adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 



A Petition from the Board of Commissioners and Asses- 
sors of the County of Chester was presented to the House, 
and read, setting forth, that by virtue of a resolve of the 
honourable House of Assembly, enjoining the Commis- 
sioners and Assessors of each County in this Province to 
provide a number of Arms, &c, for the uses and purposes 
in the said resolve mentioned, the Board have contracted 
with workmen, and advanced a considerable sum of money, 
which they borrowed from the Treasurer of the said Coun- 
ty, amounting to Sixteen Hundred Pounds ; and as that 
sum is not sufficient to complete the whole, they request 
the House to lend them the farther sum of Eight Hundred 
and Fifty Pounds, on the credit of the Board, to be repaid 
in Arms by them to be provided, in pursuance of the 
aforesaid resolve, for the use of said County. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Committee appointed on Friday last presented to 
the chair a report, in writing, on the business committed to 
them, which was read by order, and follows in these words, 
viz : 

Your Committee appointed to collect from the Jour- 
nals of the successive Assemblies of this Province, since 
the year 1763, all the Petitions and Remonstrances pre- 
sented by the said Assemblies to the Crown and both 
Houses of Parliament for redress of grievances, in obe- 
dience to your order, report, that they find upon the Jour- 
nals of January the 14th, 1766, a Petition to the House 
of Commons concerning Paper Currency ; June the 6th, 
in the same year, an Address of Thanks to the King, 
upon the Repeal of the Stamp Act; September the 22d, 
1768, Petitions to the King and both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, upon the Paper, Tea and Glass Act; and March the 
5th, 1771, another Petition to the T^Lng upon the same 
subject. Bknj. Bartholomew, John Dickinson, 
John Jacobs, William Rodman, 

Isaac Pearson, John Brown. 

September 26, 1775. 

Upon consideration of the foregoing Report, 
Ordered, That the Clerk do immediately make out fair 

copies of the several Petitions and the Address therein 

referred to. 

Wednesday, September 27, 1775. 

The Governour, by Mr. Secretary, sent down a verbal 
Message, requiring a list of the Orders and Certificates made 
payable out of the Supply Bill now under his consideration. 

The Committee for Incidental Expenses reported a list 
of the Salaries and Accounts for the services of the past 
year, which being examined, and agreed to by the House, 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be made out by the 
Clerk ; and the same being done at the table accordingly, 

Ordered, That Mr. Wayne and Mr. Montgomery wait 
on the Governour, and deliver the said copy for his consi- 
deration and concurrence. 

A Memorial from the Officers of the three first Batta- 
lions of the Military Association within the City and Li- 
berties of Philadelphia was presented to the House, and 
read, setting forth, that when the unhappy emergency of 
publick affairs required the said Association should be 
formed, the Memorialists found it indispensably necessary 
for carrying on the same, to advance money from time to 
time, to provide Drums, Colours, and other necessaries, and 
to emply Adjutants, Fuglemen, Sergeants, Drummers, and 
Fifers, on account of the Association ; that these efforts of 
the Memorialists have been attended with very consider- 
able effects, which may be of great service in support of 
the common cause of America, there being three Batta- 
lions within the City and Liberties, regularly formed, and 
well disciplined for the time they have been established; 
that as the Memorialists were induced to incur the expenses 
abovementioned by no other motive than a desire to pro- 
mote the publick security and welfare, and as the honour- 
able House has approved their proceedings, they rely with 
a respectful confidence in the justice and equity of the re- 
presentative body, that they will not allow a few indivi- 
duals to remain any longer burdened with the charge of 
measures that were designed for and really tend to the 
benefit of. the whole community: That the Memorialists 
therefore pray the honourable House will make such pro- 
vision in the premises as in their wisdom shall seem proper ; 



875 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY, SEPTEMBER, H75. 



876 



and beg leave to present an exact account of their expenses ; 
that the Memorialists think it their duty to observe, that in 
order to keep up and give effect to the Association, it will 
be necessary to retain in pay the persons that are required 
in training the Battalions, an estimate of the expense 
whereof in future is herewith delivered ; that the Memo- 
rialists cannot omit to mention to the House, that in pur- 
suance of a recommendation from the Committee for the 
City and Liberties aforesaid, sundry sums of money were 
collected from a number of persons, who generously ad- 
vanced the same towards the expense of the Association, 
until some publiek and general mode of raising money 
should be fallen upon to discharge the debts the officers 
had already contracted ; that the amount of the said col- 
lections is very inadequate to the purpose intended, as will 
appear by the account thereof annexed, and assurances 
were given to the subscribers that the said sums should be 
repaid as soon as sufficient publiek moneys were raised by 
tax* or otherwise, 
r Ordered to lie on the table. 

: ,A . MenTorial from the Officers of the Military Asso- 
ciation for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia was 
presented to the House, and read, setting forth, that the Me- 
morialists, with great concern, perceive that fatal mischiefs 
wiIl.arise_io.tke Association from the lenity shown towards 
persons professing to be conscientiously scrupulous against 
bearing arms ; that people sincerely and religiously scru- 
pulous are but few in comparison to those who upon this 
occasion, as Well as others, make conscience a convenience ; 
that a very considerable share of the property of this 
Provincejs in the hands of people professing to be of ten- 
der conscience in military matters ; that the Associators 
think jt^jrejmely hard that they should risk their lives 
and injure tTielr fortunes in the defence of those who will 
not be of the least assistance to this great struggle ; that 
the Memorialists therefore humbly conceive that some de- 
cisive plan should be fallen upon to oblige every inhabitant 
of the Province, either with his person or property, to con- 
tribute towards the general cause, and that it should not be 
left, as at present, to the inclinations of those professing 
tender conscience, but that the proportion they shall con- 
tribute may be certainly fixed and determined; that in 
order to give strength and permanency to the Association, 
the Memorialists thought it absolutely necessary that some 
general regulations should be formed, to be offered to the 
Associates for their government ; that under this idea the 

Memgmlists <soncjjr_rest F''', 1 ^ n . e Me muer ?, ,9,f the Com- 
m i t fe es ^rThe^Ui t y , Liberties, and County, and the Offi- 
cers of the County Battalions, in requesting the Committee 
of Safety, who appeared lo be vested with extensive powers 
in the recess of the Assembly, to form rules and regula- 
tions adequate to the occasion; that those rules being 
formed, and recommended by the Committee of Safety, 
and by the Memorialists offered to the Associators, they 
refused to sign or agree to them, for the reasons contained 
in the paper herewith presented to the honourable House, 
in pursuance 1 of their request ; that the House will perceive 
the reason which pervades almost the whole of their objec- 
tions is, the partiality and inequality of the Association, 
which being once obviated, the Memorialists respectfully 
offer it as their opinion, that the Associators will cheerfully 
put up with many inconveniences, and that all jealousies 
and suspicions about forms will cease; that the Memorial- 
ists therefore pray the honourable House will take the 
premises into their consideration, and fall upon some effec- 
tual plan to remedy the inconveniences attendant on their 
present situation, and to preserve together and properly 
direct the Associators, who express every wish to defend 
their Country in this season of difficulty and danger. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

Friday, September 29, 1775. 

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour with 
a list of the Orders and Certificates of the House, to be 
paid by the Supply BHI now before him, reported they 
had delivered the same according to order. 

The.Gp_vernour, by Mr. Secretary, laid before the House 
several lettejs from William Maclay, Esquire, Thomand, 
Ball, and others, dated at Sunbury, Northumberland Coun- 
ty, the 22d and 26th instant, acquainting his Honour " that 



a party of the Connecticut intruders, supposed to be a de- 
tachment from Colonel Butler's Regiment, consisting, as 
it is at present conjectured, of nearly three hundred men, 
arrived last Saturday night at Freeland's Mill, on the 
Warriour's Run, about thirteen miles distant from the said 
Town, and that they immediately began to intrench them- 
selves; from which circumstance, and that they brought 
neither women nor children, but instead of them fortifying 
and intrenching tools, and are accompanied by some of the 
sellers of lands in this County, under Connecticut rights, it 
is presumed their visit cannot be amicable." 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

A Memorial from the Committee of Safety, with an esti- 
mate of Moneys already expended, and to be expended, 
for the defence of this Province, were laid before the 
House. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the consideration of the two Me- 
morials presented on the 27th instant, from the Officers of 
the Military Association for the City and Liberties of 
Philadelphia ; and, after some time spent therein, referred 
the same to the consideration of the succeeding Assembly. 

Ordered, That the Paper addressed to the said Officers, 
from the General Committee of Associators, and presented 
to the House with the last of the said Memorials, do lie on 
the table. 

Saturday, September 30, K75. 

The House taking into consideration the several Letters 
sent down yesterday by the Governour, acquainting him 
with the intrusion of a number of People into this Province, 
under a pretended claim of the Colony o[_Connectkut, to 
the great annoyance of the good people of this Province, 

Resolved, That the Delegates for this Province be spe- 
cially directed to lay the same before the Congress, with 
the mischievous tendency the pursuing such measures will 
have, and procure the aid of that Assembly to quiet the 
minds of the good people of this Province, and prevent 
farther intrusion or extension of settlements under the said 
claim, until the matter shall be determined by the King 
and Council, to whom both sides have submitted the dispute. 

The Governour, by Mr. Secretary, returned the Bill 
intituled " An Act for the support of the Government of 
this Province, and payment of the Publiek Debts;" and 
acquainted the House that, he should be ready to pass the 
same whenever presented to him for that purpose. 

Ordered, That Mr, Gray and Mr, Parker wait on the 
Governour, and request to know at_what hour to-day the 
House shall attend his Honour, to eSact the said Bill into 
a law. 

The House then taking into consideration the Govern- 
our's support, 

Resolved, That the additional sum of Five Hundred 
Pounds be allowed and given to the Hon. John Pen.), 
Esquire, Governour and Commander-in-Chief of this Pro- 
vince, for his support for the past year. 

And a Certificate for the said sum being made out ac- 
cordingly, was signed by the Speaker, to be presented to 
bis Honour when the House shall wait on him with the 
Bill to be passed. 

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour, re- 
ported that his Honour vyas pleased to say he would be in 
the Council Chamber immediately, to pass the Bill that 
has been agreed upon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gray and Mr. Parker do see the 
great seal affixed to the said Bill, after the same shall be 
passed into a law, and deposite the said law in the Rolls 
Office. - . . 

. A Message by Mr. Secretary. 

" Sir: The Governour is in the Council Chamber, and 
requires the attendance of the House, to enact into a law 
the Bill to which he has given his assent,". ... 

Then Mr. Speaker, with the whole House, waited on 
the Governour ; and being returned from the Council 
Chamber, the Speaker resumed the chair, and reported 
they had waited on the Governour, and presented a Bill 
intituled " An Act for the support of the Government of 
this Province, and the payment of the Publiek Debts," to 
which his Honour had been pleased to give his assent, by 
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enacting the same into a law. The^Speaker also reported And to James Wilson, Esq., for £30 15 

that he had presented to his Honour the certificate of the Being made out at the table by order of the House, the 

House for the sum of Five Hundred Pounds ; for which same were signed by the Speaker, to be delivered to the 

he was pleased to say he was obliged to the House. said gentlemen, respectively. 

The Members appointed to see the great seal affixed to ti,» rick „,^„„^ „> ,i . ui . . i j 

ti,» l,™ ;,«. „n„,„/ a. a •. .i u n u ■•• lie Olerk produced at the tab e, pursuant to the order 

tne law just passed, and to deposite the same in the Rolls ^f .k„ u a ■ r A • • . ,i. 

nffi^o im-j j,i u j e j i • j- of tne House, sundry copies of Petitions to the Kras, 

Ufnce, reported the\ had performed that service according t „„j n „. r J J e ... „. ,. . &' 

to order «"aajiuiu Lords, and Commons, and of an Address to His Majesty, 

, -•_— ■ presented by the different Houses of Assembly of this 

Ihe House then taking into consideration the service of Province, since the year 1763, dated respectively as fol- 

the Deputies for this Province in Congress: lows, viz: A Petition to the House of Commons, January 

Resolved, That the said Deputies be allowed each the 14, 1766 ; an Address of Thanks to the King, June 6, 

sum of twenty Shillings per diem for their attendance on 1766; a Petition to the King, September 22, 1768; 

that service. another to the House of Lords, of the same date ; another 

And a Certificate to Bcnj. Franklin, Esq., for £91 15 to the House of Commons, of the same date ; and another 

To Thomas Willing, Esq., for 74 15 to His Majesty, March 5, 1771; which several copies 

To John Morton, Esq., for 59 15 were committed to the care of Benjamin Franklin, Esq., 

To Charles Humphreys, Esq., for 85 15 to be sent to England by the first opportunity. 

To Ueorge Ross, Esq., for 62 15 The House then rose. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety for the Colony 
of New-York, during the recess of the Provincial Con- 
gress, September 4, P. M., 1775, Present: 
For New- York, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Scott, Mr. Beekman, 

Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Sears, Mr. Brasher, Mr. Richard 

Yates. 
For Albany, Mr. Robert Yates. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Livingston, Colonel Hoffman. 
For King's, Mr. Williams, Mr. Remsen. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For Tryon, Mr. Sears. 
For Orange, Mr. Haring. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Brasher. 
For Ulster, Mr. Roosevelt. 

The Committee unanimously chose John Haring, Esq., 
Chairman. 

A Letter from the Committee of Albany, of the 29th 
ultimo, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

" Albany Committee Chamber, August 29, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : We expected, when the Army was once 
organized, we should not be so frequently called upon about 
matters not in our province. But the situation of Colonel 
Cortlandt, and the men under his command, in a great 
measure obliges us to give him all the assistance in our 
power; not, however, that it is to be made a precedent of. 
The enclosed letter from Colonel Cortlandt will show 
you the posture he is in, and the necessity of a speedy re- 
l'ef. We fear we shall be able to afford him but little 
assistance. The hospital and barracks are filled with In- 
dians attending the Congress ; the barns about the Town 
loaded with the crops of the season, and the City crowded 
continually with a numerous concourse of people. The 
former and frequent applications for ammunition has drain- 
ed us, in short, of almost every thing of that sort. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. 
" By order of the Committee : 

" Abraham Yates, Jun., Chairman. 

" Peter V. B. Livingston, President of the Congress." 

A Letter from Philip Cortlandt, Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the Fourth Regiment, dated at Albany, August 28, 1775, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Albany, August 28, 1 775. 

" Dear Sir: Agreeable to verbal orders received from 
Colonel Holmes, when last in New-York, made all the 
despatch in my power to this place, where I arrived the 
26th instant, rinding Captain Henry B. Livingston, with 
his Company, in a small house in Town. He wants many 
things, such as shoes, stockings, shirts, underclothes, hav- 
ersacks, and cash, having advanced all himself that has 
been paid his men as yet. The day I arrived, came up 
the following Captains, with their Companies: Captain 
Herrick, Captain Palmer, Captain Horton, and Captain 
Mills, all without blankets, excepting Captain David Pal- 
mer ; many of the men wanting shirts, shoes, stockings, 
underclolhes, and, in short, without any thing fit for a 
soldier, except a uniform coat ; and not more than thirty 



guns, with four Companies, fit for service. They are now 
on board of the small boats that brought them up, having 
no place for them to go into, as there is not one tent that 
I can find for our Battalion, and three Companies without 
blankets, and none to be had at this place. I do not know 
how to act or what to do with them ; they begin to ask for 
cash and better lodgings, being much crowded in the small 
boats in which I am obliged to keep them. I this morn- 
ing made application to the Committee of Albany, who 
will do all in their power for me, which I believe is but 
very little. 

" I shall be much obliged to the honourable Congress to 
send me, with all convenient speed, arms, blankets, tents, 
shoes, stockings, haversacks, and cash, by all means. I 
want to be going forward, where, by what I can learn, we 
shall be wanting, if we can go soon, or not at all. The 
men say, give us guns, blankets, tents, &tc, and we'll fight 
the devil himself; but do not keep us here in market- 
boats, as though we were a parcel of sheep or calves. - In 
short, nothing can give me more pleasure than the arrival 
of the aforesaid articles ; until which, I shall do all in my 
power to keep the men together, and in as good order as 
clubs and canes can keep them, without arms to keep a 
proper guard, as I have orders from the General to collect 
all the arms together, and send as many men off directly to 
Ticonderoga, (and that without tents,) which will not be 
a full Company, unless I can purchase some' arms here. 

" I remain, dear Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
" Philip Cortlandt, 
" Lieutenant-Colonel of the Fourth Battalion. 

" P. S. The cash I received I was obliged to pay to the 
mutinous men in the lower barracks ; and I sent by Lieu- 
tenant Riker, to Captain Woodard, at Newtown, Long- 
Island, some part of it." 

Ordered, That the Committee of the City of New- York- 
be requested to search, or cause search to be made through 
the City of New-York, for spare Arms, with or without 
Bayonets, and cause them to be purchased, at such prices 
as they may be reasonably obtained, for the use of the 
Troops of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. James HaTlett deliver to My,, Isaac 
Scars sixteen Wheelbarrows, or any less number which he 
has ready made ; and that Mr. Hallett employ as many 
persons as may be necessary, and with all possible despatch 
replace the same number for Mr. Samuel Franklin, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall appoint a sufficient 
Guard, out of any of the Troops of this .Colony now in 
this City, to attend upon and guard the Sloop with the 
Pork expected to arrive this evening or to-morrow from 
Connecticut ; and that the said Guard be in such readi- 
ness as to attend, when Mr. Isaac Sears shall give him in- 
formation that the Pork is arrived. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall give such orders as 
that the Guard at the Upper Barracks be ready to go im- 
mediately to the Jail to guard it, and to seize any prison- 
ers that may be directed by Mr. Francis Child, at any time 
when Mr. Child, or any person by him sent, shall request 
the assistance of that Guard. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerard Bancker be requested to 
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put in proper order one of the Rooms in the Upper Bar- 
racks, for the reception and storing of such Stores as are 
now in the Barrack-Master's Store-Room in the Jail ; and 
that Mr. Bancker render an account of the expenses to 
this Committee, for payment. 

A Letter from Egbert Benson, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Dutchess County, informing that Messrs. Lester, 
Doughty, and Berghs, are said to have enlisted men, and 
purchased supplies for the enemy, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lasher detach a sufficient party 
of the Militia under his command, to apprehend Mordecai 
Lester, of Dutchess County, wherever he may be found, 
and keep him in safe custody, to answer before this Com- 
mittee for certain misdemeanors against the liberties of 
America, charged against him ; and for so doing this shall 
be a sufficient warrant. 

Mr. Bichard Yates, Mr. Boosevelt, and Mr. Van Zandt, 
dissent. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and de- 
livered to Colonel Lasher. 

Commitlee.adjourned till nine o'clock, to morrow morn- 
ing. "- : _ 

Die Martin, 9 ho. A. M., September 5, 1775. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
John Hqring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner for 

Orange County. 

For New- York, James Bcekman, Isaac Boosevelt, Isaac 
- Stars, Mr. Brasher, Joseph Hallett, Col. McDougaU. 

For Albany, Boherl Yates, Esquire. 

For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston, MeJancton Smith. 

For Westchester, William Pauldinsr. 

For Ulster, Isaac Boosevelt. 

For King^s, Jeremiah Bemsen. 

For Tryon, Isaac Sears. 

For Cumberland, William Williams. 

For Suffolk, Abraham Brasher. 

Doctor Treat and Doctor Thomas Jones sent in an In- 
ventory of the Medicines and Hospital Siores now in a 
room at the Barracks, with the prices annexed to the same ; 
which is now filed. 

A Petition of the Inhabitants of the Manor of Fordham 
and West Farms, setting forth the inconvenience of their 
being joined in one Company with those of the Borough 
of Westchester ; and praying that they may be formed into 
one Company. 

Ordered, That a Letter, enclosing a copy of the said 
Petition, be sent to the Committee of Westchester. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letler to the Committee of 
Westchester County was read and approved of. and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, &c, September 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We enclose you a copy of a petition from 
the inhabitants of the Manor of Fordham and West Farms, 
If the facts therein set forth are true, we think it reason- 
able they should be formed into a separate Company, and 
choose their officers. However, by the resolutions of our 
Congress, the division of the County into Beats or Dis- 
tricts is referred to you. But we must observe to you that 
each Company is ordinarily to consist of about eighty-three 
men, officers included ; and by their representation it ap- 
pears that there is a sufficient number to form a Company, 
and the Beat or District to which you have assigned them 
as part, far exceeds that number. We therefore recom- 
mend to you an inquiry into this matter. We are, &,c. 

To Gilbert Drake, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Westchester County. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Dr. McClean, of the City, attending at the door, request- 
ed the sense of this Committee, whether he be at liberty to 
supply the Ship Asia with Drugs and Medicines, as he 
has heretofore done. 

Agreed, That Dr. McClean be at liberty to supply the 
said Ship with Drugs and Medicines, in the same manner 
and under the like restrictions that Mr. Lott is directed to 
observe in supplying the said Ship with Beer and Water. 

The Committee having ordered some of the persons now 
in custody, and who were taken on board of the Sloop 



commanded by one Dop, seized by order of the Provin- 
cial Congress last Sunday, by Colonel Lasher, proceeded 
to the examination of Daniel Bivers, one of them. Henry 
Acker, Jun., next examined ; Abraham Freligh, next ex- 
amined ; Timothy Doughty, next examined. 

A Letter from Augustus Van Cortlandt, Esq., inform- 
ing the Committee that he had deposited the Records of 
his office in a dry arched cellar, in boxes ; that he had 
intended, if this City should be invaded, to remove them 
to his brother's, at the Yonkers, in Westchester County. 

Agreed, That the disposition Mr. Cortlandt has made 
of the Records of his office is satisfactory to this Commit- 
tee, for the present, and that he be informed thereof. 

Ordered, That the Letter of application from William 
McAdam, for a permit for the Sloop Jean to proceed to 
sea, and the inventory of her lading sent into Congress, 
and the short notes of examination of David Morris^ the 
Pilot, be delivered to the Committee of the City of New- 
York, as a matter within their particular province, to which 
they are competent ; and that the said Committee be in- 
formed that David Morris, a. Pilot, is a materia] witness to 
be examined with respect to the Sloop Jean. 

And Ordered, That the notes of examination of Alex- 
ander Bell, and the bill for fifty Pounds, found on him, be 
also delivered to the said Committee of the City of New- 
York. _ ■"--■' 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., September 6, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 
For New- York, James Beekman, Joseph Hallett, and 

John Morin Scott. 
For Albany, Bobert Yates. 

For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston and Colonel Hoffman. 
For Queen's, Jonathan Lawrence. 
For King's, Jeremiah Bemsen, John Vand crbilt ,zn& Henry 

Williams. 
For Westchester, William, Paulding. 
For Cumberland, Major John Williams. 
For Tryon, Isaac Sears. 
For Ulster, Isaac Boosevelt. 
For Suffolk, Abraham Brasher. 

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Grenell be, and he is 
hereby appointed a Commissioner, in addition to the num- 
ber heretofore appointed, to superintend the erecting and 
finishing the Fortifications on Hudson's River, in the 
Highlands. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 
y to Mr. William Bedlow, one of the Commissioners for 
erecting Fortifications on the banks of Hudson's River, in 
the Highlands, the sum of two hundred and fifty Pound?, on 
account, to be expended in preparing necessaries and in 
erecting the said Fortifications. 

A Letter from the Committee of Tryon County, of the 
26th ult., was read and filed. They therein enclose a copy 
of sundry Resolutions of their Committee ; as, also, a list of 
Officers of the Militia by them elected. 

The Resolutions enclosed in the Letter from the Com- 
mittee of Tryon County are as follows: 

" In Tryon County Committee Chamber, August 26, 1775. 

li Besolved and Agreed, unanimously, That the following 
new chosen Members, by the freeholders and inhabitants of 
Palatine District, adjoining the old Committee, agreeable 
to a late advertisement, dated the 12th instant, shall be 
admitted and sworn by the oath formerly prescribed by the 
General Committee, viz: John Eisenlord, Christian Nellcs, 
William Fox, Jr., John James Clock, sworn this day. 

"Besolved, That if any disputes, trespasses, or other mis- 
demeanors, in civil matters, should arise among neighbours, 
freeholders, inhabitants and residents within our County, 
the same shall be determined and decided by three Mem- 
bers of the Committee of such District where the case shall 
exist, hut if the Members are too distant, then by one of the 
Committee, and a jury of six freeholders, chosen by the 
parties themselves, or, if the parties cannot agree, chosen 
by said Member of the Committee, within such District, 
where the disputes and disorders arose — the case not ex- 
ceeding five Pounds, New-York currency. 
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"Resolved, That the damages and forfeitures, as well as 
the costs of suit by such trials, shall be recovered by dis- 
training goods and chattels, in manner as provided in the 
acts of Assembly; but in want of goods and chattels, the 
transgressor shall be brought before the Committee of his 
District, where and by whom he shall be sentenced. 
" A true copy: John Eisenlord, Committee Clerk." 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Tryon Coun- 
ty was read and approved of, in the words following, viz : 

In Committee of Safely for the Colony of New- York, ) 
September 6, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen: We have received your letter of the 26th 
ult., together with the enclosed resolves, and list of the 
officers of the Militia in your County, agreeable to which 
we shall expedite commissions for those officers. By the 
directions of the Continental Congress, two Majors and a 
Quartermaster are to be appointed to each Regiment or 
Battalion. As you have only recommended one to each 
of your Battalions, and no Quartermaster, you will there- 
fore with all convenient speed recommend to us four addi- 
tional Majors and Quartermasters. 

The Congress of this Colony have hitherto avoided 
interfering in the administration of justice in civil matters, 
or arresting the cognizance from the officers of justice ; we 
cannot, therefore, approve of the resolve by you entered into 
respecting the trial of civil causes in your County, and 
find it highly expedient to recommend to you its repeal. 

We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. 
By order of the Committee of Safety. 

To Nicholas Herckheimer, Chairman, and the Committee of 
Tryon County. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
the General Committee of the City and County of New- 
York be requested to cause an account of all the Moneys 
borrowed by them for the use of this Colony to be laid 
before this Committee, together with an account of the 
manner in which the several sums have been disposed of. 

The Committee having ofdered the Commanding Offi- 
cer at the Barracks to cause the following persons, viz: 
Daniel Rivers, Abraham Freligh, Henry Acker, and 
Peter Dop, all taken on board the Sloop sejzed last Sun- 
day, by Colonel Lasher, to be brought before this Com- 
mittee to be examined ; also, James Hicks and Thomas 
Carnes, who were taken by the City Guard last night, as 
they were landing from on board the Packet. Peter Dop, 
a lad of about fourteen years of age, was examined ; Henry 
Acker, Abraham Freligh, and Daniel Rivers, were duly 
sworn on the Holy Evangelists, by Alderman Blagge, who 
came into the Committee for that purpose ; and their ex- 
aminations being taken in writing, they were discharged ; 
and thereupon an order was made to Captain Bcanman, 
requesting him to deliver one chest and one bed, belonging 
to him, which were taken out of a Sloop on last Sunday. 

Ordered, That John Conner, now a prisoner in the 
Guard-Room in the Upper Barracks, be committed to the 
Jail set apart for the Prisoners of this Congress. 

The Report of the Officer of the City Guard, who took 
James Hicks and Thomas Carnes, was read and filed. 

James Hicks and Thomas Carnes, after they were ex- 
amined by two of the Members, were ordered to be dis- 
charged. 

A Letter from Samuel Van Vechten, dated the 17th ult., 
resigning his Warrant as a Lieutenant, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Cortlandt, of the 
31st of August, was read and filed. He therein encloses 
Samuel Van Vechten's Warrant, returned, and requests 
some person may be appointed in his stead. 

Dia M rcurii, 4to ho. P. M., September 6, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 

Orange County. 

For JNew-Yoek, Isaac Sears, Isaac Roosevelt, and James 
Beekman. 

For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 

For Ulster, Isaac Roosevelt. 
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For Queen's, Jonathan Lawrence. 
For Richmond, Richard Lawrence. 
For Tryon, Isaac Sears. 
For Cumberland, John Williams. 

The Committee proceeded to the examination of other 
of the Prisoners taken on board the Sloop last Sunday, by 
Colonel Lasher. 

Martin Simeon and Christian Deel were respectively 
examined, and after a severe reprimand from the Chair, and 
also particular advice from many of the Members, were 
respectively discharged. 

A Letter from Samuel Bayard, Esq., Deputy Secretary 
of this Colony, was read and filed, and is in the words fol- 



lowing, viz : 



' New-York, Secretary's Office, September 6, 1775. 



"Sir: I received the favour of your letter upon the sub- 
ject of the publick records under my care, and am, with you, 
duly sensible of the great importance of them to the Pro- 
vince, and the fatal consequence to private property which 
would arise from their destruction. 

" How far any such event may be probable at this time I 
cannot form any judgment ; and you must be sensible, Sir, 
of the difficulty of my situation, when, if I should, in the 
exercise of my discretion, depart from the line of my duty, 
1 might subject myself to very disagreeable consequences. 

" Whenever the removal of the records is absolutely 
necessary, I shall not fail to continue my care of them, and 
hope my attention to their security will evince my desire 
to discharge the trust reposed in me with the strictest fideli- 
ty ; and with respect to the place where they should in 
that case be deposited, I can only say, that as it is out of 
my power to tell from what quaYter danger may arise, so it 
is impossible for me to assign any place where they will 
be free from danger. 

" I have not the least preference for one place above 
another, but shall, at all times and at all places, use my 
best endeavours to preserve them from injury ; and, that 
nothing on my part may be wanting, I shall provide pro- 
per boxes for the most important parts of the records, to 
be ready on any emergency. 

" I am, Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

" Samuel Bayard, Jr. 

" To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq." 

Ordered, That Mr. Bayard's Letter be deferred for fur- 
ther consideration. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., September 7, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 

Orange County. 

For New-York, Mr. Joseph Hallett, Mr. Abraham 
Brasher, Mr. Isaac Roosevelt, Mr. Isaac Sears, and 
Mr. John Morin Scott. 

For Albany, Mr. Robert Yates. 

For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 

For Queen's, Mr. Jonathan Lawrence. 

For King's, Mr. Polhemus and Mr. Henry Williams. 

For Cumberland, Major John Williams. 

For Richmond, Mr. Lawrence. 

For Suffolk, Mr. Abraham. Brasher. 

For Westchester, Mr. Drake and Mr. William Paul- 
ding. 

For Ulster, Mr. Isaac Roosevelt. 

For Tryon, Mr. Isaac Sears. 

Mr. James Beekman brought into the Committee a 
Certificate, signed by Isaac Stoutenburgh, certifying that 
five hundred and twenty-two Muskets, belonging to the 
Corporation of this City, were taken out of the City-Hall, 
and twenty-eight Muskets left at Mr. Isaac Stoutenburgh' 's 
were also taken by sundry persons, at the time of receiving 
the account of Lexington battle. That each of the said 
Muskets, with their Accoutrements, were well worth three 
Pounds five Shillings. Also, that six iron Bullet Moulds 
were taken away at the same time. 

A Letter from the Commissioners for erecting Fortifica- 
tions in the Highlands, requesting the instructions of this 
Committee with regard to the plan and expense of the 
said Fortifications. 

Mr. Bedlow, one of the Commissioners, attending at the 
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door, was called in, and informed that it was the sense of 
this Committee to have a conference with the Commission- 
ers and the Engineer, who is expected from Philadelphia, 
previous to the giving them any instructions. 

The Committee having sent for the persons belonging 
to and taken on board the North River Sloop last Sunday, 
proceeded to their examination. After some time spent 
therein, 

Ordered, That they be taken back to Jail, and there 
confined until farther orders. 

Ordered, That the people called Quakers, residing in 
the City and County of New- York, be requested to deliver 
in to this Committee, without delay, a list of all the males 
belonging to their society, from the age of sixteen to sixty. 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Order be served 
on one or more of the most respectable of the society of 
people called Quakers. 

A draught of a Commission to be given to the Officers 
of the Militia, Independent Companies, and Minute-Men, of 
this Colony, was read and approved, viz : 
"In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, 

the .... day of ; in the year of our Lord 

1775. 
"To , Gentleman, greeting : 

By virtue of the authority reposed in us by the Provin- 
cial Congress of the said Colony, we do hereby nominate 

authorize, constitute, and appoint you of the 

, hereby requiring you, before you enter into the 

exercise of your said office, to make in writing, and subscribe, 
in the presence of the Chairman of the Committee of the 
City, Town, District, or Precinct, wherein you reside, the 
declaration appointed and directed by the ninth section of 
the seventh resolve contained in the rules and orders for 
regulating the Militia of the Colony of New- York, recom- 
mended by the Provincial Congress the 22d day of- August, 
1775: and authorizing you fully to execute all the powers 
belonging to your said office, by virtue of the said rules and 
orders and the said declaration ; and we do hereby require 
all persons under your command to pay due obedience to 
you, according to the said rules and orders, and such far- 
ther rules and orders as shall be made and recommended 
for the Militia of this Colony, by the present or any future 
Continental Congress, or Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony." 

Ordered, That one thousand copies thereof be imme- 
diately printed, for the use of this Committee. 

The Committee then adjourned until four o'clock, this 
afternoon. 

Thursday, four o'clock, P. M., September 7, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner 

for Orange County. 

For New-York, Mr. Isaac Roosevelt, Col. McDongall, 
Mr. Hallett, Mr. Brasher, Mr. Isaac Sears, Mr. Scott. 

For Westchester, Mr. William Paulding. 

For Queen's, Mr. Jonathan Lawrence. 

For Richmond, Mr- Richard Lawrence. 

For King's, Mr. Polhemus. 

For Suffolk, Mr. Abraham Brasher. 

For Cumberland, Major John Williams. 

For Tryon, Mr. Isaac Scars. 

For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 

For Ulster, Mr. Isaac Roosevelt. 

Mr. Isaac Sears informed the Committee that, by an 
order from the General Committee, he had been, with 
several others, in quest of Captain Isaac L. Winn, who 
sailed in a Sloop bound to the eastward, and was suspected 
of a design of furnishing the Army and Navy with necessa- 
ries. That they overtook the said Sloop above Hellgate, 
and that Captain Winn requested to be examined by this 
Committee. Whereupon, Mr. Scott and Mr. Livingston 
were appointed to examine Captain Winn, who reported 
that Captain Winn had given them such sufficient satisfac- 
tion of his friendly disposition to the liberties of America, 
as induced them to believe the suspicions against him to 
be entirely groundless. 

Captain Winn informed the Committee that a paragraph 



had appeared in Mr. Holt's Journal of this day,* to his 
prejudice, and requested that a certificate be given to him, 
certifying the sense of this Committee with respect to his 
conduct. Thereupon, a certificate was prepared, read, and 
approved of, and ordered to be signed by the Chairman, 
and delivered to Captain Winn.\ 

Mr. Sears having brought into the Committee a number 
of Letters, taken from Captain Winn, and directed to Gen- 
tlemen of the Army, and others in Boston, 

Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Sears be a Com- 
mittee for opening and examining the said Letters, and that 
they report immediately. 

Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Sears reported that they had 
examined the said Letters, and that they were all on private 
business ; but that an anonymous Letter, directed to Major 
Moncrief, at Boston, which, from the handwriting and 
other circumstances, they believe to be wrote by Mr. 
Theophilact Bache, of this City, Merchant, which Letter 
being read and filed, is in the words following, to wit : 

"New- York, September 3, 1775. 
" Dear Major: I wrote to you a few days ago, by the 
transport which sailed from hence. I hope you have re- 
ceived it. It is now decreed by the Congress criminal to 
speak, and as it would be equally so to write, not knowing 
into whose hands this may fall before it reaches you, I 
am determined not to transgress, as I wish to remain in the 
Country as long as I can, and not to do any thing that may 
cause a banishment, or the punishment of being sent to the 
mines of Simsburu, which are punishments daily inflicted on 
those poor culprits who are found or even supposed to be 
inimical. Don't think of returning here while this unhappy 
contest continues ; you will be ferreted and exposed to in- 
sults I would wish you to avoid. I will lake care of your 
wife as much as a brother or friend can do. She is well, 
and as happy as can be expected. I expect that she will 
lie in at Flatbush, as I think it would be dangerous to bring 
her to Town. The late firing of the Asia has been fatal to 
many women in her situation. The family join me in love 
to you ; and believe me to be, dear Moncrief, yours. 
" To Major Tlwmas Moncrief, Boston," 

Mr. Beekman moved, seconded by Mr. Sears, that Mr. 
Bache be ordered to attend this Committee, to be ex- 
amined respecting the said Letter. On which debates 
arose ; and the question being put thereon, it was carried 
in the affirmative, in manner following, to wit: 

* Yesterday afternoon, two Sloops, Captains Hollay and Hazard, 
from New-Fields or Pequanock, loaded with grain, flour, provisions, 
and live stock, came down the Sound to this City, and having no clear- 
ance or other necessary papers to produce, were taken into custody, on 
suspicion of being intended for Boston, or to fall into the hands of the 
men of war. In their defence they said, that the Committee of Fair- 
field knew of and did not disapprove their design ; and that the reason 
of their want of a clearance, &c, was that they could not obtain them 
in Connecticut, by reason of a n embargo there upon all vessels ; and 
that they came to New-York to clear out. 

The same evening, information was given by two sailors, that the 
Sloop Hannah, Captain Winn, lying here some time, but not entered, 
lately from the West-Indies, via Philadelphia, where it is said he was 
not allowed to enter, had just sailed with a West-India cargo for Bos- 
ton. The Committee was immediately called, but we have not yet 
heard the result of their deliberations. 
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Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, during the recess of? 
the Provincial Congress, September 7, 1775. _J 

Whereas the necessities of the times have rendered it prudent to 
detain Captain Isaac L. Winn and his vessel for examination, and 
whereas an article has been inserted in Mr. Holt s New-York Journal 
of this day, that may be prejudicial to Captain Winn's reputation,* it 
is hereby certified that, after full examination, this Committee is entirely 
satisfied that he still maintains his former well known friendly senti- 
ments to the liberties of America ; and that he is therefore fully and 
freely permitted to prosecute his intended voyage, without any inter, 
ruption or molestation whatsoever ; of which all the friends of America 
are requested to take due notice, and govern themselves towards him 
accordingly. By order : John Haring, Chairman. 

Attest : Robert Benson, Secretary. 

•Ashy the manner of expression in the above certificate, it may possibly be thought, 
by strangers to the transaction, that the article inserted by the printer in his paper 
■was the ground of the suspicion raised against Captain Winn, and occasioned the pur- 
suit, detention, and examination of him and his vessel; the printer, therefore, who 
thinks his reputation of as much importance, both publick and private, as Captain 
Winn's, finds it necessary to inform the publiek that the iiiforjrsatjo.n against Captain 
Winn was given by one or two sailors who had belonged to the vessel ; and the circum- 
stance of his risking a vessel, loaded with a Wei-t-lnfJin CRr^6,lc,y0iiltiiIel/)fiia, Ncjv- 
Tork, and Newport, when she was bound to London, and especially when it was noto- 
rious that the men of war in America usually detained all the vessels they met with 
loaded with West-India goods, gave credibility to the information, and strengthened the 
suspicion against Capt. Winn, Measures were taken to tiring him andjhis vessel hack, 
and they were actually in custody long before the printer had published the article above 
referred to, which was a simple short account of the affair, as it was publ jckly reported 
at the time; and surely he could not be blanieable for mentaolimg in his paper a report 
which the Committee thought sufficiently credible io authorize their proceeding upon 
it ■ and as, after examination, it appeared to them that Captain Winn t character had 
received no blemish by the facts that had caused him Jo be svispFCted, neither could it 
be injured by mentioning those facts in a publick paper,— Holt, 
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For the Affirmative. 
4 New.York, 
2 Cumberland, 
2 King's, 
2 Dutchess, 
2 Tryon. 

12 



For the Negative. 
2 Richmond, 
2 Suffolk, 
2 Ulster. 

6 

Mr. Roosevelt dissenting from the 
vote of New-York. 



Ordered, That the Doorkeeper summon Mr. Bache to 
attend this Committee immediately. 

The Doorkeeper returned, and informed the Committee 
that Mr. Bache has gone out of Town. 

The Committee adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, nine o'clock, A. M., September 8, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner 
for Orange County. 
For Albany, Mr. Yates. 
For Dutchess, Mr. G. Livingston. 
For King's, Mr. Williams, Mr. Polhemus. 
For Tryon, Mr. Sears. 
For Ulster, Mr. Roosevelt. 
For Richmond, Mr. Lawrence. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For New- York, Mr. James Beekman, Mr. Scars, Mr. 

Roosevelt. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gabriel W. Ludlow deliver to Mr. 
Samuel Tudor one quarter-cask of Gunpowder, for the 
purpose of proving the brass Field-Pieces made by order 
of the Provincial Congress, and charge the same to this 
Committee. 

Ordered, That Peter VanBrugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay 
unto Lieutenant William Crane, of Captain Palmer's 
Company, in Colonel Holmes's Regiment, the sum of 
thirty Pounds, for the purpose of paying off the Billeting 
Money, and paying the men under his command, that he 
may be enabled to join his Regiment ; and that the said 
William Crane do give a receipt to the said Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, and an order on the Deputy Paymas- 
ter-General, for the repayment of the said sum. 

Ordered, That Mr. Watkeys, Gunsmith, provide for 
William Marriner a Musket equal in value to and in lieu 
of the Musket lent to the Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony by the said William Marriner, as a pattern Musket; 
and that the said Watkeys charge the same to this Com- 
mittee or the Provincial Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hallelt be empowered to engage 
Mr. John Griffiths to go to the neighbourhood of Goshen, 
or any other part of this Colony, and examine into the 
nature of the Lead Mines there, and that he return and 
make report to this Committee with all convenient speed ; 
and that this Committee will provide for the payment of 
his services. 

A Memorial, signed by Peter Bogert, William Harden- 
brook, Charles Phillips, Guilliam Varick, Andrew Bell, 
Theodore Ilardenbrook, George Stanton, Isaac Mead, and 
Willimn J. Ellsworth, the officers or foremen of the Fire- 
men of the City of New-York, praying that they may be 
excused from being drawn out in the military service, ex- 
cept in case of a general attack, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That a copy of a Resolution of the Provin- 
cial Congress, which exempts the Firemen from certain 
military duty, be served on one of the memorialists. 

A Letter from William Smith, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Suffolk County, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

" Suffolk County, August 31, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: Your letter of the 25th of this instant 
we have received, wherein you recommend that we place 
two Companies of Minute-Men at Montauk, and one at 
or near Shelter-Island. There are no Companies of Min- 
ute-Men yet formed in this County ; and, when formed, we 
on to be stationed at those places, as those persons at the 
are of opinion that such Companies cannot be prevailed 
east end of the County, who could be spared from their 
families, are already enlisted in the service of the Conti- 
nent, and the western part of the County are unwilling 



that any persons should go from them, on account of the 
danger of the enemy and the people in an adjacent Coun- 
ty. We are exceedingly sorry that we shall be unable to 
protect the stock at the east end from the ravages of our 
enemies, when the Troops are all gone from us. The 
stock is taken from Gardiner's and Plumb Islands. The 
hay on Gardiner's Island we judge will be of no service 
to General Gage, if they cannot get stock, as they took 
no more than just sufficient to keep the stock to Boston, 
and said they wanted no more. We beg leave to observe 
to you, that this County is under considerable disadvan- 
tages, on account of having no Post that rides through 
Long-Island, and should be exceedingly glad if a Post 
might be established, in such manner as your honourable 
House shall direct. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient and very 
humble servants. 

" By order: William Smith, Chairman. 

"To the Honourable P. V.B. Livingston, Esq., President 
of the Provincial Congress, New- York." 

Ordered, That the Prisoners now in Jail, and who were 
taken from on board the Sloop last Sunday, be brought to 
the bar of this Committee this afternoon. 

The Committee adjourned until three o'clock, this after- 
noon. 

Die Veneris, 3tia ho. P. M., September 8, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner 
for Orange County. 
For New-York, Joseph Hallett, Isaac Roosevelt, Isaac 

Sears, Abraham Brasher, James Beekman. 
For Ulster, Isaac Roosevelt. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For King's, Mr. Polhemus. 
For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 
For Tryon, Mr. Sears. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For Richmond, Richard Lawrence. 
For Queen's, Jonathan Lawrence. 

A Letter from Joseph Johnson, an Indian Preacher, of 
the Mohegan Tribe, was read, setting forth his having been 
among the Western Indians, for the purpose of influencing 
them in favour of the cause of American liberty ; that he 
is in necessitous circumstances, and praying some relief 
from this Committee ; and that a Letter of safe conduct 
and Passport may be given to him. 

Ordered, That a Passport and Letter of safe conduct 
be made and delivered to the said Joseph Johnson; and 
that an order be made on the Treasurer, for the sum of 
fifteen Pounds, to assist him to defray the expenses of his 
journey. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lasher collect the Accounts of 
the expenses attending the watching for and taking of the 
Sloop from Dutchess County, which was lately taken near 
Speyt den Duyvel, and lay them before the Committee. 

The Committee having, from the examinations of George 
Nicholson, good reasons to believe that George Bethunc, 
now of Jamaica, in Queen's County, late of Boston, in 
Massachusetts-Bay , has been carrying on a correspondence 
with His Majesty's Army and Navy, against the liberties 
of America, 

Ordered, therefore, That the said George Bethune, 
with such Letters and Papers as may be found in his house, 
be taken and brought before this Committee; and that the 
method of taking him, and direction of that matter, be 
committed to Mr. Sears. 

Mr. Roosevelt dissents. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Saturnii, 9 ho., September 9, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner 

for Orange County. 

For New-York, James Beekman, Isaac Sears, Colonel 
McDougall. 

For Ulster, Isaac Roosevelt. 
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For Suffolk, Abraham Brasher. 

For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 

For Westchester, William Paulding, Lewis Graham. 

For King's, Mr. Polhemus, Henry Williams. 

For Cumberland, Major Williams. 

For Tryon, Isaac Sears. 

For Queen's, Jonathan Lawrence. 

For Richmond, Richard Lawrence. 

It being represented to this Committee, that Mr. William 
Becker, a citizen of this City, is confined in irons, on board 
the Asia, Ship-of-War, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Roosevelt and BeeJcman wait on 
bis Worship the Mayor, and request him to demand the 
immediate discharge of the said William Becker, and to 
assure Captain Vandeput, that unless such discharge be 
immediately made, this Committee will take proper mea- 
sures for resenting the indignity offered to this City, and 
the injury done to one of its inhabitants. 

This Committee being informed that AbrahamLawrence, 
of Queen's County, was taken into custody some days ago, 
by some of the new levies, and is now confined in Jail, 
thereupon an order was made out to the Commanding 
Officer at the Upper Barracks, to cause the said Lawrence 
to be brought before this Committee. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated at Cambridge, 
August 30th, requesting Ammunition, was read and filed. 

David Hawley, Master of the Sloop Sally, and Aaron 
Jennings, Master of the Sloop Lady, who arrived here 
with their Vessels, laden from the Colony of Connecticut, 
bound for the West -Indies, finding it impracticable for them 
to proceed on their voyage, requested of this Committee a 
Passport for them and their Vessels to return to Connec- 
ticut. 

Ordered, That Passports be given to the said Captains 
David Hawlcy and Aaron Jennings to return to the Co- 
lony of Connecticut with their Vessels, and that the Chair- 
man do sign the same. 

Abraham Lawrence, being brought to this Committee, 
was (after being reprimanded from the Chair) discharged. 

A draught of a Letter to his Excellency Ceneral Wash- 
ington, was read and approved of, and is in the words and 
figures following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, ) 

September 9, 1775. \ 

Sir : In the recess of the Provincial Congress, it is the 
duty of the Committee of Safety to answer your favour of 
the 30th ult., to our President. We perfectly agree with 
you, that the instances of collusion you mention are such 
instances of avarice, at such a time and in such a cause, as 
call for a severe scrutiny and exemplary punishment. Be 
assured, Sir, that we are vigilant for the discovery of such 
delinquents, and that those who may fall in our way will 
not escape their just deserts. 

The gentleman who informed you of the arrival of a 
large quantity of powder, and five hundred stands of arms, 
perhaps did not know, that though ihey were landed on the 
east end of Long-Island, they were immediately trans- 
ported to New-London, and did not belong to this Colony 
or any of its inhabitants. We have had, indeed, about 
thirty-six thousand weight of powder brought in, and 
before its arrival we had not a barrel in the Colony, except 
what was rnost sparingly distributed among the individuals. 
We deplore the situation of the Army under your com- 
mand, and were our abilities equal to our wishes we should 
not fail to contribute to your immediate assistance and 
supply. We are heartily sorry that your poverty in the 
necessary article in question prevents you from availing 
yourself of the advantage of situation you have lately 
gained. But be assured, Sir, we have not powder enough 
for the necessary defence of this Colony, especially if any 
disaster should happen to General Schuyler, which would 
render it requisite to give additional strength and security 
to the northern parts of this Colony, the inhabitants of 
which, at this juncture, are most sparingly supplied with 
arms and ammunition. W T e shall immediately forward a 
copy of your letter to the Continental Congress, and write 
to them on the subject. The quantity of powder trans- 
ported from Lrmg-lsland to New-London was eight tons, 
as we have been informed. Perhaps an application to 
that Colony might prove successful. 



We are, Sir, most respectfully, your most obedient hum- 
ble servants. By order. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony 
at the Continental Congress was read and approved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman pro tern., and, together with a copy of 
the Letter from General Washington, to be transmitted. 

A draught of a Certificate to Robert C. Livingston was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, 1 
New-York, September D, 1775. \ 

Robert C. Livingston, of this City, Esquire, several 
days ago informed this Committee of his intention to go to\ 
Britain for the recovery of his health, at present very 
much impaired. The Committee, firmly persuaded of his 
attachment to the liberties of this Country, approve of his 
intended voyage, wish him the restoration of his health, 
and a happy return to his native Country. 

By order of the Committee. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and attested by the Secretaries, and de- 
livered to Mr. Livingston. 

The Committee adjourned till Monday afternoon, four 
o'clock. 

Monday Afternoon, four o'clock, September II, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment, but, for 
want of a sufficient number of Members, adjourned till to- 
morrow morning, at nine o'clock. 



Tuesday Morning, nine o'clock, September 12, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner 
for Orange County. 
For New -York, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Ilallett, Mr. 

BeeJcman, Colonel Lispcnard, John Van Cortland t, 

Mr. Scott. 
For King's, Mr. Williams, Mr. Vanderbilt. 
For Queen's, Mr. Tom. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Livingston. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 
For Ulster, Mr. Roosevelt. 
For Tryon, Mr. Sears. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 

The Committee proceeded to the examination of the 
Letters and Papers of George Beihune, Esq., who is now 
at the door, in custody of the persons employed by this 
Committee to seize his person and papers, agreeable to the 
order of this Committee of the 8th instant. 

A Letter from Robert Donkin, Aid-de-Camp, of the 
8th of October, 1775, directed to Colonel Cleveland, was 
read. He thereby directs Mr. Bethnne may have liberty 
to go into the South Battery and mark his own ten pieces 
of Cannon, and that they may be placed in such order as 
he shall direct. 

A Letter from Jocelyn Felthausen, Lieutenant, Twenty- 
Sixth Regiment, to Samuel Waterhouse, Esq., was read 
and filed. He therein applies for the purchase of a Horse 
and Sulky, for Mr. Stephens, of Amboy. 

A Letter of the 11th August last, from Mr. Brimmer 
to George Bethune, was read. 

A Letter of the 19th August last, from the said George 
Brimmer to the said George Bethune, was read. He 
therein mentions that Bills are at fifteen per cent, discount, 
and that he will transmit him a Bill of Exchange. 

A copy of a Letter from the said George Bethune to 
Mr. Samuel Waterhouse, of the 8th of July last, was read. 
He therein mentioned that he is well settled at Jamaica, 
and that the whole Country are remarkable for their attach- 
ment to good government. 

A copy of a Letter from George Bethune, of the 10th 
July last, to Mr. Samuel Prince, mentioning several Bills 
of Exchange, and that he had sent a Bill to Billy Simp- 
son, to be negotiated, was read. 
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A copy of a Letter from George Bethune, of 27th July 
last, to Messrs. Lane, Son, fy Frazcr, of London, relating 
to Money in the publick funds, was read. 

A Letter from George Bethune, to Messrs. Lane, Son, 
fy Frazer, of the 1 2th May, 1775, was read. 

Another Letter from George Bethune to Joseph Waldo, 
of tiie 14th May, 1775, was read and filed. 

Mr. George Bethune being called in and heard, gave 
his promise parole on his honour to return and deliver him- 
self up to the Congress of this Colony, or the Committee, 
on notice, when requested ; and he is discharged for the 
present. 

Major Ethrington, attending at the door, was called in. 
He produced a certificate of his parole of honour, as a gen- 
tleman and soldier, that he will not take arms for twelve 
months, or give any information to the Army or Navy; 
which was read. 

Major Ethrington declared that he is going immediately 
to Philadelphia ; thereupon, Major Ethrington was dis- 
charged. 

Captain William Kelly, of the Second Battalion of His 
Majesty's Royal American Regiment, attending at the 
door, was brought in. He was asked if he would give the 
like obligations to this Committee, which Major Ethring- 
ton gave to the Committee at Philadelphia. Mr. Kelly 
agreed to give the like engagement, and deliver it in writing 
this afternoon, on which he is permitted to go at large till 
the afternoon. 

Mr. Kelly delivered in his engagement, by him signed ; 
which was read and filed, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

" I, William Kelly, a Captain in the Second Battalion 
of His Majesty's Royal American Regiment, a prisoner 
in the power of the Committee of Safety for the Province 
of New- York, and being kindly treated and protected by 
them, and enlarged on parole, do hereby solemnly promise 
and engage, on the honour of a soldier and a gentleman, 
that I will not bear arms against the American United Co- 
lonies, in any manner whatever, for the space of twelve 
months, or until I may be exchanged; nor will 1, during 
that time, take any measures to give intelligence to General 
Gage,ov the British Ministry, or to any person or per- 
sons whatsoever, relative to American affairs ; also, in case 
this my parole is not accepted in exchange for any officer 
of equal rank in the American service, who may be taken 
prisoner by the British Troops, I do hereby, in such case, 
on notice, promise to repair to and give myself up to the 
said Committee of Safety, as a prisoner. 

» New-York, September 12, 1775." " William Kelly. 

A copy thereof, with a Certificate signed by the Chair- 
man, was delivered to Captain Kelly; which Certificate is 
in the words following, to wit : 

These are to certify to all persons to whom these pre- 
sents may appear, that the above writing is a true copy of 
the parole of honour given by the bearer, Captain Kelly, 
of the Second Battalion of the Royal American Regi- 
ment, to the Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- 
York. It therefore is recommended to such persons, that 
the said Captain Kelly be permitted to pass where his 
business may lead him, without any hinderance or molesta- 
tion. By order of the Committee of Safety. 

Now-York, September 12, 1775. 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates for the_ Colony 
of Massachusetts- Bay , concerning George Bethune, was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Commit! 3e of Safety for the Colony of New-York, } 
September 12, 1775. $ 

Gentlemen : Mr. George Bethune, a gentleman from 
the Town of Boston, has resided with his family in Queen's 
County, on Long-Island, since some time in May last. 
He has long been suspected as friendly to Ministerial mea- 
sures. We have had him before us, but the evidence not 
being sufficiently full to enable us to proceed judicially 
against him, we have dismissed him for the present, upon 
his parole to be ready at our call, and given him leave to 
write to you for a certificate in his favour, if be can obtain 
it. We informed him also of our intention to write to you 
for his true political character, which we beg you will be 
pleaded to give us without delay, as it may be the means 



of enabling us to deal properly with him, if we should think 
it necessary to summon him before us again. 

We are, Gentlemen, with great respect, your most obe- 
dient humble servants. By order. 

To the Gentlemen Delegates in Congress for Massachu- 
setts-Bay. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A Proposal from James Byers, of this City, Brass-Found- 
er, for making any number of Brass Field-Pieces for the 
use of this Colony, at the rate of four Shillings per pound, 
being read, 

Resolved, That this Committee do agree with the said 
James Byers, to take of him such Brass Field-Pieces, six- 
pounders, and of good proof, to the number of five, as he 
shall make at the rate of four Shillings per pound, provided 
the weight of each piece does not exceed six hundred and 
fifty pounds. 

Ordered, That the Captains Rutgers, Tudor, and Den- 
7us, be requested to superintend the casting and proving of 
the said Field-Pieces. 

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper wait on Mr. Theophilact 
Bache, and request him to attend this Committee without 
delay. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay unto 
Abraham P. Lott, Esq., or his order, the sum of one hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, on account, towards defraying the 
expenses of removing the Cannon from this City to Kings- 
bridge. 

Ordered, That Samuel Wells, Esquire, of Cumberland 
County, be requested to attend before this Committee of 
Safety, at five o'clock, this afternoon. 

The Committee adjourned till four o'clock, this afternoon. 

Tuesday, 4 ho. P. M , September 12, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 
For New- York, Mr. Scott, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Van Cort- 

landt, Colonel McDougall. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Foster. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Livingston. 
For Queen's, Mr. Tom, Mr. Lawrence. 
For King's, Mr. Williams. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For Tryon, Mr. Sears. 

Samuel Wells, Esq., according to order, attending at the 
door, was called and examined : says that no Arms were 
sent to Cumberland, County by Government ; did hear that 
Governour Colden applied to General Gage for Arms, and 
heard the Arms came ; but the affair at Lexington put an 
end to it. Of the one thousand Pounds granted for Cum- 
berland County, two hundred Pounds of the money has 
been received. It was applied to reimburse the Sheriff 
and Mr. Gale the expense of themselves and the other 
prisoners and expresses. Heard the Arms were put on 
board of the Kingfisher ; has forgot how he heard it, and 
does not know how they were disposed of. 

A Letter from Gilbert Drake, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Westchester, of the 11th instant, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" White-Plains, September 11, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : None of the inhabitants of the Manor of 
Fordham or West-Farms having appeared to support the 
allegations of their petition, the consideration of which you 
referred to us, we have appointed a Sub-Committee to in- 
quire into the matter, and report to us at our next meeting 
how they find the case circumstanced. 

" Complaints having been made to this Committee, that 
an Independent Company is now forming in this County, 
and that the person who is most active about raising the 
Company expects a commission from the Committee of 
Safety this week, we are induced to request that no com- 
missions for Independent Companies may be given out for 
this County, as it will make the raising of Minute Com- 
panies exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, and put the 
County into great confusion. 
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" We enclose you the affidavit of Mr. William Hartley, 
one of our Committee, a man of unblemished character, 
respecting the conduct of John Cock, who was chosen a 
Captain by the inhabitants of the Yonktrs. Affidavits will 
also be forwarded, as soon as possible, of Mr. Cock's speak- 
ing very disrespectfully of the Congress. 

" If the Committee of Safety are of opinion that it is im- 
proper to give Mr. Cock a commission, we submit whether 
it will not be necessary to acquaint those of our body who 
live in the Yonkers therewith, that they may proceed to a 
new election. 

" We enclose a list of the Field-Officers nominated by the 
Committee of this County, which we beg leave to recom- 
mend to the Provincial Congress as persons properly quali- 
fied for the several places for which they are nominated. 

" We are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants. 
" By order of the Committee : 

" Gilbert Drake, Chairman. 

" To John Having, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Safety, New-York." 

An Affidavit of William Hartley, therein enclosed, was 
also read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 
"Westchester County, ss. 

" William Hartley, of the said County, Yeoman, person- 
ally appeared before the Committee of Safety for the Coun- 
ty abovesaid, and being duly sworn on the Holy Evange- 
lists of Almighty God, saith, that he, the deponent, being 
appointed one of the Sub-Committee for the superintend- 
ing the signing of the General Association of this Province, 
carried the same to one John Cock, of the Yonkers, in 
said County, and asked the said John Cock to sign the 
same. He, the said John Cock, taking the pen in his 
hand, uttered the following words, viz : 'I sign this with 
my hand, but not with my heart, for I would not have 
signed it, had it not been for my wife and family's sake;' 
and this he several times repeated, in the hearing of him, 
the deponent. And farther the said deponent saith not. 

" William Hadley. 

" Sworn the 11th of September, 1775, before me, 

" Gilbert Drake." 

A list of the Field-Officers for the different Regiments 
in Westchester County, sent in by the Committee of West- 
chester County in the said Letter, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Jacobus Van Zandt, Henry 
Remsen, and Lewis Pintard, be a Committee to employ 
a Vessel, and despatch her with proper directions, to pur- 
chase Gunpowder and Arms; and Ordered., That those 
gentlemen be supplied with Four Thousand Pounds, by 
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., Treasurer of the Congress 
of this Colony, for that purpose ; and that a certified copy 
of this entry be a sufficient warrant to the said Peter Van 
Brugh Livingston, Esq., Treasurer as aforesaid, to deliver 
to the gentlemen above named the sum of Four Thousand 
Pounds, for the purpose abovementioned. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gabriel W. Ludlow be requested 
to deliver one hundred pounds of Gunpowder to Colonel 
Lasher, for the use of the Minute-Men of his Battalion, to 
be by Col. Lasher distributed and delivered to his Minute- 
Men gratis, in such quantities, and at such times when they 
are ordered on service, as Col. Lasher shall think necessary. 

The Committee then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., September 13, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 

Orange County. 

For New-York, Joseph Halleit, James Bctkman, Isaac 
Sears, Isaac Roosevelt. 

For Albany, Francis Nicoll. 

For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 

For Westchester, William Paulding. 

For Ulster, Isaac Roosevelt. 

For Richmond, Aaron Corttlyou. 

For King's, Henry Williams. 

For Queen's, Nathaniel Tom. 

For Suffolk, John Foster, John Sloss Hobart. 

For Try on, Isaac Sears. 

For Cumberland, William Williams. 



A Letter from the Committee of Southampton and East- 
hampton, dated at Easthampton, on the 9th instant, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Easthampton, September 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Your favour of the 25th of August we 
duly received, and note the contents. We would cheer- 
fully comply with your request in respect to raising two 
Companies of Minute-Men for the defence of the stock at 
Mont auk, but we think it entirely out of our power, as we 
are but a small number of people here, and a considerable 
part of our strength is already gone in the service. We 
have called a meeting of the Joint Committee of South 
and Easthampton this day, and have voted to call our 
Militia together in the Second Battalion, in order to enlist 
a Company, if possible, to send directly off to Montauk, 
as it is at present without even a soldier to guard it ; and 
we are fearful we shall not have sufficient ammunition 
amongst us to fix out one Company; and should General 
Gage s Troops come upon us in this destitute condition, 
we shall be absolutely under the disagreeable necessity of 
complying with their terms. Therefore, gentlemen, we 
must beg the favour that we may have two Companies 
sent here as soon as possible. It is the opinion of General 
Woostcr that we are in the most defenceless condition of 
any part of this Continent. 

" By order of the Committee : 

" David Peirson, Chairman." 

A draught of a Letter in answer to the Committees of 
Southampton and Easthampton was read and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

New- York, September 13, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 9th current, in behalf of the 
united Committees of East and Southampton, came to hand 
this morning ; in answer to which we advise, that a num- 
ber of men, not exceeding twenty-five, be placed upon 
Montauk, with orders to drive the cattle off, in case a fleet 
from Boston should arrive to rob at that end of the island 
again. We recommend it to you to be diligent in embody- 
ing your Minute-Men, that, should an attack be made upon 
any part of your County, they may be ready to march im- 
mediately. You will see, by the Regulations which the 
Congress have published for the Militia, that the Minute- 
Men, when called out to service, will be upon Continental 
pay. We can say nothing to you on the subject of am- 
munition, farther than we are not able to supply you with 
any. We are your humble servants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

William Ritchie requests permission from the Commit- 
tee of Safety to employ a small Vessel, commanded by 
himself, in carrying Provisions and such articles as may be 
wanted at the Camp, from this Port, to be landed at Dart- 
mouth, Sandwich, or Southport, as he may find most safe 
and convenient. 

Ordered, That Mr. William Ritchie be at liberty to 
employ a small Vessel, commanded by himself, in con- 
veying such articles (except Provisions) as may be wanted 
at the Camp at Cambridge, to be landed at Dartmouth, 
Sandwich, or such other port as he may find most safe and 
convenient. 

A Letter from Capt. John Hulbert, dated at Southamp- 
ton, on the 9th of September instant, was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Southampton, September 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I would inform you that I marched with 
my Company from Montauk, the 7th instant ; am prepa- 
ring to march, and shall set off by the middle of next week. 
My Company will want a number of guns, as the inhabi- 
tants that supplied them will not let them go away, plead- 
ing the want of them themselves. I give you this timely 
notice, that the Company may not be detained long when 
we come to New-York, &c. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

" John Hulbert. 
"Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq." 

Ordered, That P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Treasu- 
rer, pay to Henry Roome three hundred and twenty-five 
Pounds for his account, as audited, for Pork bought by 
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order of the Committee of the City of New-York, and 
forwarded to Ticonderoga. 

Ordered, That General Wooster be requested to order 
a full Company of the Troops under his command to pro- 
ceed to the Fortifications erecting on the banks of Hud- 
son's River, in the Highlands, to be there employed in 
erecting and guarding the same, in obedience to the order 
of the Continental Congress ; and to be under the direc- 
tions of the Agents appointed for that purpose by the Pro- 
vincial Congress at New- York. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., September 14, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 
For New- York, Joseph Hallett, James Bcekman, John 

Van Corllandt, Jacobus Van Zandt, Alexander Mc- 

Dougall, Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt. 
For Albany, Francis Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, William Paulding. 
For -Ulster, Isaac Roosevelt. 
For Richmond, Aaron Cortelyou. 
For King's, Henry Williams. 
For Suffolk, John Foster, John Sloss Ilohart. 
For Tryon, Isaac Scars. 
For Cumberland, William Williams. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gabriel W. Ludloiv deliver to Mr. 
Ebenezer Piatt one hundred pounds of Gunpowder, for 
the use of the people in Suffolk County, on receiving the 
cash for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay 
unto Messrs. Henry Remsen, Leivis Pintard, Thomas 
Marston, Jacobus Lefferts, and Gabriel W. Ludlow, or 
either of them, the Sub-Committee appointed by the Gen- 
eral Committee of the City and County of New- York, for 
the purpose of borrowing Money for defraying the publick 
exigencies of this Colony, the sum of One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Sixteen Pounds Three Shillings and 
Eight Pence, to enable the said Sub-Committee to dis- 
charge the Moneys borrowed of several of the inhabitants 
of the said City for the purpose aforesaid ; and that the 
said Treasurer take a receipt from the said Sub-Commit- 
tee, or either of them, for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, pay to Mr. 
Robert Ray the sum of seventy-eight Pounds, to be ap- 
plied to pay and discharge the Cartmen and others for 
carting Guns to Kingsbridge ; that being the amount of an 
account now brought in audited, on which a copy of this 
Minute is entered. 

A Letter from Richard Woodhull and Samuel Thomp- 
son, Committee-Men at Brookhaven, was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Brookhaven, September II, 1775. 

" Gentlemen of the Congress : We beg the favour 
of you to send us a few lines from under your hands, to let 
us know whether it is our business to attend to the choosing 
the non-commissioned officers by the Military Company, 
or whether it is the prerogative of the commissioned officers 
to appoint, from time to time, such persons as they shall 
think most proper to serve in the Militia as Sergeants, Cor- 
porals, Drummer, Fifer, and Clerk. 

"Richard Woodhull, 

" Samuel Thompson, 

" To the Congress at New-York." 

A draught of a Letter to Richard Woodhull and Samuel- 
Thompson was rend and approved, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

°' New-York, September 14, 1775. 

Gentlemen: In answer to yours of the 11th current, 
we can only inform you that the Resolution of the Con- 
gress directs that all the officers of a Company, as well 
commissioned as non-commissioned, are to be chosen by 
the men who compose the Company. We are your hum- 
ble servants, 

By order of the Committee. 



Committee-Men. 



Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

The Resolutions of the Committee of Cambridge, Hoo- 
sack, and Bennington, on the 3d and 7th days of August 
last, were read and filed, and are in the words following, 
to wit : 

" At a meeting of the Committee of the District of Cam- 
bridge, Hoosack, and Bennington, held at Mr. Waile's, in 
Waltumscock, on Thursday, the 3d of August, 1775: 

"Voted, 1st. Chose Mr. Nathan Clark, Chairman. 

" 2d. Moses Robinson, Clerk. 

" 3d. Voted, That it is the opinion of this Committee 
that the Civil Law be continued as heretofore, and that 
they will do what they can to encourage the same, by as- 
sisting officers to officiate in their respective offices, as cir- 
cumstances may call for, until the Continental or Provincial 
Congress shall see fit to advise otherwise. 

"4th. To adjourn this meeting till Monday, the 7th of 
this instant, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to the house of 
Mr. John Rensselaer, in Sancoyock. 

" Being met at the time appointed : 

" 1st. Chose Captain John Wood, Chairman. 

" 2d. Having taken into consideration the alarming affair 
that lately happened in this place, which occasioned the 
death of one man, and another wounded, we find that cer- 
tain wicked and vicious persons, to gratify their revenge of 
a certain private quarrel, seduced others, under a pretence 
of defending the Country's liberty, to join them in night- 
walking, house-breaking, and assaulting men's persons in 
a violent manner; and on mature deliberation had on the 
premises, came to the following Resolutions : 

" 1st. That we disapprove and protest against all such 
unlawful assemblies on any such occasion, unless judged 
necessary by the major part of the Committee of the said 
Town or District. 

" 2d. That the Law have its full power against all such 
offenders, as heretofore. 

" 3d. That we will assist Magistrates and Constables in 
the clue execution of their offices, as occasion may call for 
or require, until the sense of our Continental or Provincial 
Convention can be obtained, whose advice and direction in 
this important affair we most earnestly implore. 

"4th. That if any person is suspected to be a Tory, or 
an enemy to his Country, they are to be complained of 
unto the Committee of the District or Town in which such 
person or persons may reside ; and that said Committee 
cite said person or persons to come before them ; and the 
complainant, also, is then to appear with his evidence for 
trial. John Wood, Chairman. 

" Sancoyock, August 7, 1775." 

A Letter to the said Committee of Cambridge, Hoosack, 
and Bennington, was read and approved, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, during the recess of the Congress for the } 
Colony of New-York, September 14, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen : We have received your Resolutions of 
the 3d and 7th of August, and are very glad to observe 
your determination to assist and support the Civil Magis- 
trates in the execution of their offices. We are firmly per- 
suaded that you will exert yourselves to prevent all unlaw- 
ful riots, and protect all those who have signed the Asso- 
ciation in their persons and properties, and the Courts in 
the full exercise of their powers in the administration of 
justice. We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants. 

By order. 

To the Committee of Cambridge, Hoosack, and Benning- 
ton. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

The Committee adjourned till four o'clock, in the after- 
noon. 

Die Jovis, 4to ho. P. M., September 14, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment : Present : 

John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 
For New-York, Joseph Hallett, James Bcekman, Colonel 

McDougall, Jacobus Van Zandt. 
For Albany, Francis Nicoll. 
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For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 

For Richmond, Aaron Cortelyou. 

For Queen's John Foster, John Sloss Hobart. 

For Tryon, Isaac Sears. 

For Cumberland, William Williams. 

Mr. Elias Nixon, of the City of Ne w- York, Merchant, 
having occasion to go into Boston to obtain payment of 
Moneys due to him, has requested our permission to pro- 
ceed there. 

The Committee hereby signify their consent to Mr. Nix- 
on's going to Boston ; and the Committee being by several 
of their present Members well informed and assured that 
Mr. Nixon has, on all occasions, shown himself a warm and 
zealous friend to the liberties of his Country, and approved 
himself a good citizen, do recommend him accordingly. 

The residue of this afternoon spent in considering and 
examining sundry Accounts on which the Committee of 
Accounts desired advice, and in filling up some Military 
Commissions. 

The Committee adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., September 15, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 
For New- York, Mr. BeeJcman, Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel 

Lispenard, Colonel McDoiigall, Mr. John Van Cort- 

landt. 
For Albany, Major Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, William Paulding. 
For Richmond, Aaron Cortelyou. 
For King's, Henry Williams. 
For Suffolk, John Sloss Hobart. 
For Cumberland, William Williams. 

Ordered, That Adolph Waldron, at Brooklyn Ferry, 
deliver to John Cornell the Horse of the said Cornell, left 
at Mr. Waldron's stable by George Nicholson. 

And Ordered, That the said John Cornell and George 
Nicholson attend on this Committee immediately. 

Mr. John Griffith, by reason of the indisposition of his 
family, having declined going to view the Lead Mines, 

Ordered, That John McDonald be furnished with five 
Dollars, to enable him to proceed to Thomas Palmer's, at 
Newburgh, to examine the Lead Mines claimed by the 
said Palmer, or belonging to him, and report the value and 
state of said Mines to this Committee, and account to this 
Committee how the said money shall be expended, and 
pay the balance to this Committee, or their order, when 
demanded ; and that a Letter be wrote to the said Thomas 
Palmer on that subject. 

And Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., 
advance forty Shillings to the said John McDonald, and 
take his receipt for the same. 

A draught of a Letter to the said Thomas Palmer was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, J 
September 15, 1775. $ 

Sir: We have been informed that you are proprietor of 
a lead mine, which you esteem valuable, and that you 
wanted a proper person to work, manage, and direct the 
same. In confidence that our information is true, we send 
to you the bearer, Mr. John McDonald, who came here 
well recommended as a good artist in lead mines, and a 
proper judge of the appearances and value of such mines. 
If your mine is valuable, and you should think fit to open 
and work it, we will contract with you for a considerable 
quantity, at such price as may be reasonable. 

We are, Sir, your humble servants. 
By order of the Committee. 
Mr. Thomas Palmer. » 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman of the Committee, and transmitted. 

John Cornell and George Nicholson, attending at the 
door, were called in and heard. 

Ordered, That John Cornell's Horse be delivered to 
him, but that he shall not be entitled to any horse hire or 
pay for the use of his Horse. 



And Agreed, That Mr. Waldron ought to be paid for 
keeping the said Horse ; and that Mr. Henry Williams call 
on Mr. Waldron, and pay him, and bring in the account to 
this Committee. 

Mr. Hobart moved, and was seconded by Mr. Henry 
Williams, that Commissions be immediately issued to Cap- 
tain Anthony Rutgers's Company of Artillery. The ques- 
tion being put thereon, was carried in the negative. 

Ordered, That Colonel Lasher be requested to cause a 
Return to be made and delivered to this Committee, of the 
Officers of his Battalion, with all convenient speed, in or- 
der to be commissioned. 

A Letter from the Friends, or people usually called 
Quakers, was read and filed. They thereby allege that 
they cannot make a return to this Committee of all their 
males from sixteen to sixty, consistent with their religious 
principles. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be reserved for the con- 
sideration of the Provincial Congress. 

The Committee adjourned to four o'clock, in the after- 
noon. ' 

Die Veneris, 4to ho. P. M., September 15, 1775. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 

Orange County. 

For New- York, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. John 
Van Cortlandt, Mr. Beekman. 

For Albany, Major Nicoll. 

For Westchester, William Paulding. 

For Richmond, Colonel Cortelyou. 

For Suffolk, Mr. Hobart. 

For Cumberland, Mr. William Williams. 

The Committee unanimously. agreed to consider their 
Order of the 12th instant, appointing a Committee to pro- 
cure Gunpowder and Arms ; and after some time spent 
therein, they agreed to continue the said Order, with the 
following amendments, to wit: 

Ordered, That Messrs. Jacobus Van Zandt, Henry 
Remsen, and Lewis Piniard, be a Committee to employ 
a Vessel, and despatch her, with proper directions to pur- 
chase Gunpowder and Anns. 

And Ordered, That those Gentlemen be supplied with 
Four Thousand Pounds, by Peter Van Brugh Livingston, 
Esq., Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, for that 
purpose. 

And Ordered, That those Gentlemen give directions to 
purchase Muskets, and not more than seven hundred, if 
Powder can be obtained, and to invest the residue of the 
money in Gunpowder ; and if Muskets are not to be ob- 
tained, then to lay out the whole money in Gunpowder; 
if no Gunpowder is to be had, that they direct the whole 
money to be laid out in Muskets; if neither Gunpowder 
nor Muskets are to be obtained, that they direct the whole 
money to be laid out in Saltpetre; if Saltpetre cannot be 
purchased, that they direct twenty tons of Lead to be pur- 
chased, and the residue of the money invested in two and 
one-half and three-point Blankets, fit for a Soldier to cover 
himself with and wrap himself in ; and if Blankets cannot 
be procured, that tliey direct the money to be invested in 
such coarse Woollens as are fit for Soldiers' coats — the 
Cloths to be blue, brown, or drab colours. 

And Ordered, That a certified copy of this entry be a 
sufficient warrant to the said Peter Van Brugh Living- 
ston, Esq., as Treasurer as aforesaid, to deliver to the 
Gentlemen before named the sum of Four Thousand 
Pounds, for the purposes abovementioned. 

The Committee then resumed the consideration of their 
Resolve or Order of the 12th instant, for making of five 
Brass Field-Pieces; and after some time spent therein, and 
on examination of the accounts of the sundry charges of the 
Brass Gun already made, the Committee conceived four 
Shillings per pound too high a price for Brass Guns. 

Ordered, That Mr. Van Zandt treat with James Bytrs 
on that subject. 

George Nicholson having requested that this Committee 
might apply to Thomas Johnson, William Paca, and Sam- 
uel Chase, Esquires, Delegates from Maryland, for his 
character, 
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A draught of a Letter was read and approved, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, ) 
September 15, 1775. $ 

Gentlemen : A stranger, who calls himself Dr. George 
Nicholson, is now in this City. He has given some im- 
portant intelligence, which has raised him some enemies 
here. He tells us, gentlemen, that you are acquainted 
with him, and he has requested us to write to you for his 
character. As we would choose to be well informed with 
respect to this gentleman's character, that his information 
may have its proper weight, we therefore pray you to let 
us know, by a line, his true political character, and what 
dependance we may have on his veracity. 

We are, Gentlemen, with great respect, your most obe- 
dient humble servants. 

By order of the Committee. 
To Thomas Johnson, William Paca, and Samuel Chase, 

Esquires, Delegates from the Colony of Maryland, at 

Congress, Philadelphia. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman of the Committee, and transmitted. 

The Committee adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., September 16, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment: Present: 

John Haring, Esq., Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 
For New-York, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. McDougall, Mr. 

Roosevelt. 
For Albany, Major Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For Ulster, Isaac Roosevelt. 
For Richmond, Colonel Cortclyou. 
For King's, Henry Williams. 
For Suffolk, John Foster, John Sloss Hobart. 
For Charlotte, David Watkins. 
For Cumberland, William Williams. 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenius call on Captain 
Beauman, and receive from him five Small-Arms, which 
were taken from on board of the North River Sloop seized 
by Colonel Lasher; that he have them valued, and put in 
proper order for the use of the Troops raised by this Co- 
lony. 

A Letter from Brigadier-General Wooster, of this day, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Camp at Harlem, September 15, 1775. 

"Sir: I have before me the order of the Provincial 
Congress of the 13<h instant, directing me to order a full 
Company of the Troops under my command to proceed to 
the Fortifications erecting on the banks of Hudson's River, 
in the Highlands, to be employed there in erecting and 
guarding the same. In obedience to the order of the Con- 
tinental Congress, &c, I have lately received instructions 
from General Washington, consistent with which 1 cannot 
disperse my Troops, unless ordered by him or the Conti- 
nental Congress; therefore, think it necessary that the 
order of the Continental Congress, upon which yours is 
predicated, should be sent to me, before I can determine 
whether to order a Company to the Highlands or not. I 
have no objections to employing my Troops iirany service 
that shall be judged of publick utility, consistent with my 
orders. 

" I am, Sir, with truth and regard, your most obedient 

humble servant, ., -i* i.t 

' "David Wooster. 

" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 

A draught of a Letter to Brigadier-General Wooster was 

read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, during the recess of the Provincial ) 
Congress, New -York, September 16, 1775. $ 

Sir: In answer to your favour of yesterday, we enclose 
you the order of the Continental Congress respecting the 
inarching of the Troops under your command into this 
Colony, and the dispersion of them after their arrival ; by 
which you will see that it was expected that those Troops 



should occupy such posts in the Colony as the Provincial 
Congress should judge necessary to be taken. 

We are, with great respect, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 

To Brigadier-General Wooster. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and, together with a certified copy of 
the Resolutions of the Continental Congress of the 16th 
of June last, be delivered to the General's Secretary, now 
in waiting. 

Whereas a great number of the men enlisted in the Con- 
tinental service in this Colony are destitute of Arms, and, 
in order to carry into execution the Resolutions of the Con- 
tinental Congress, it is absolutely necessary to have those 
Troops armed ; and whereas every method to hire or 
purchase Arms, hitherto attempted, has failed to procure a 
sufficient number of Arms for the said Troops, and the only 
method remaining is to impress Arms for their use : 

Resolved, therefore, That all such Arms as are fit for the 
use of the Troops raised in this Colony, which shall be 
found in the hands or custody of any person who has not 
signed the General Association in this Colony, shall be im- 
pressed for the use of the said Troops. 

And Ordered, That the person or persons who shall 
have the charge of the carrying this Resolution into exe- 
cution in each County, shall direct all the Arms, that shall 
be so impressed, to be collected at some place in the Coun- 
ty where they are impressed, and there valued and appraised 
by three indifferent men of reputation of the County; any 
two of whom agreeing, shall be sufficient to ascertain the 
price. That an account be kept from whom every Mus- 
ket, Gun, or Firelock, so impressed, shall have been taken, 
and each such Gun, Musket, or Firelock, caused to be 
marked with the initial letter of the name of the County 
where it is impressed, and numbered — the numbers follow 
each other successively; and that the same be entered in a 
book provided for that purpose, with the name of the owner 
opposite to the number marked on each Musket, Gun, or 
Firelock, respectively. 

And Ordered, That a Certificate, specifying the value 
and the mark of the Musket, Gun, or Firelock, so im- 
pressed, appraised, and marked, shall be signed by the 
appraisers and impressers, which shall entitle the owner 
thereof to receive the appraised value from the Treasurer 
of the Provincial Congress of this Colony; provided the 
same be not returned at or before the conclusion of the 
present unhappy controversy between Great Britain and 
the United Colonies. And that an Account, signed by the 
said appraisers and impressers, of all such Muskets, Guns, 
and Firelocks, so impressed, shall be sent forthwith to the 
Secretaries of the Provincial Congress, or either of them, 
to be filed ; and that all the Muskets, Guns, and Firelocks, 
so impressed, on Nassau- Island, be delivered, without de- 
lay, to Peter T. Curtenius, the Commissary of the Pro- 
vincial Congress of this Colony, and those that shall be 
impressed in the other Counties of this Colony, to be de- 
posited with their respective Committees, subject to the 
order of the said Provincial Congress or Committee of 
Safety. 

And Ordered, That the said Captains of the respective 
Companies of the Third Regiment of the Troops of this 
Colony, who are now in Suffolk County, be authorized to 
carry these Resolutions into execution in Queen's County. 
That Col. Lasher be requested to send two or more Com- 
panies of his Battalion, to give such assistance in Queen's 
County as may be necessary, at such time, and to such 
place or places, as Colonel McDougall and John Sloss Ho- 
bart, Esq., shall direct or advise. 

And Ordered , farther, That the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee and Captain Butcher, with such draughts from the 
Militia as he shall think necessary, or with the assistance of 
some of General Wooster's Troops, be enabled to carry the 
said Resolutions into effect in Westchester County; and that 
these Resolutions be carried into execution in every other 
County by the Chairman of the County Committee, with 
the assistance of the Militia Officers, who are hereby ordered 
to be aiding therein with such parts of the Militia as each 
such Chairman shall think necessary. 
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And Ordered, That the several persons who shall be dis- 
armed by virtue of the above Resolutions,shall be exempted 
from doing duty in the Militia, as ordered by the Provincial 
Congress of this Colony. 

And farther Ordered, That in case any of the Non-As- 
sociators aforesaid, shall resist those persons authorized to 
put these Resolutions into execution, they (the persons 
hereby authorized to put in execution the above Resolves) 
are hereby authorized to repel force by force, and to take 
into custody such person or persons, so resisting, and cause 
him or them to be brought before this Committee, or the 
Provincial Congress of this Colony. 

The Committee adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 



Die Solis, 9 ho. A. M., September 17, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
For New- York, Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel McDougall. 
For Albany, Mr. Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, William Paulding. 
For King's, Mr. Henry Williams. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Foster. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

The Chairman being absent, Mr. Henry Williams was 
chosen Chairman pro tempore. 

Mr. William Remsen, of the City of New-York, Mer- 
chant, and Mr. John A. Remsen, of the said City, Mer- 
chant, each of them a Lieutenant in a Militia Company in 
this City, intending to proceed to Cambridge, applied for 
Certificates from this Committee. A draught of a Certifi- 
cate for that purpose was read and approved, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, ) 
September 17, 1775. \ 

To all to whom these presents shall come or may concern : 
These are to certify that the bearer, Mr. John A. Rem- 
sen, of the City of New-York, Merchant, who intends to 
proceed as far as the camp at Cambridge, is a gentleman 
of good character and reputation, and lately elected an offi- 
cer in one of the Militia Companies in the City of New- 
York, in pursuance of the regulations of the Provincial 
Congress of this Colony, and is esteemed a son of liberty 
among the friends to their Country in this place. 
By order of the Committee. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and attested by one of the Secretaries, 
and delivered to the said John A. Remsen; and that another 
Certificate, mutatis mutandis, be made and signed by the 
Chairman, and attested by one of the Secretaries, and de- 
livered to William Remsen. 

A Letter from the Chairman of the Committee of Rom- 
bouts Precinct, in Dutchess County, and copies of sundry 
Certificates relating to Arms procured for the Troops raised 
in this Colony by the Committee of Dutchess County, were 
read and filed. 

Ordered, That the same be postponed till to-morrow 
morning. 

Return of Officers chosen for Beat No. 29, to wit : Cap- 
tain, Sampson Benson; First Lieutenant, John Meyer ; Se- 
cond Lieutenant, John Sickles, Jun.; Ensign, Abraham 
Bussing — was read. 

Ordered, That Commissions issue. 

The Committee then adjourned till nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Lunas, 9 Uo. A. M., September 18, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 
For New-York, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. John Van Cortlandt, 

Colonel McDougall. 
For Albany, Major Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For King's, Mr. Henry Williams, Mr. Covenhovcn. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster, Mr. Hobart. 



For Cumberland, Mr. William Williams. 
For Charlotte, David Watkins. 

A Report of the Resolves of the Committee of Kingston, 
in Ulster County, of the 5th inst., and of the Report made 
thereon to the said Committee on the 6th inst., were read 
and filed, and are in the words following, to wit : 

" At a meeting of the Committee of the Town of Kings- 
ton, on Tuesday, the 5th day of September, 1775: 

" Mr. Egbert Dumond reported to this Committee that 
he was credibly informed that Christian Bergh, Jun.'s, 
Sloop, of Dutchess County, now lying near the east shore 
of Hudson's River, is now taking a freight on board, in 
order to supply the King's Troops or the Men of War now 
lying at New-York. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is hereby 
accordingly recommended, that Captain John Elmendorph, 
with a sufficient number of men, belonging to his Com- 
pany, or any other, go and take the said Sloop, and bring 
her to the landing of this Town, at the Roundout Creek. 

"At a meeting of the Committee of the Town of Kings- 
ton, on Wednesday, the 6th day of September, 1775 : 

" Captain John Elmendorph reported to the Committee 
that he, and the men who went with him, had taken the 
abovesaid Sloop Sarah, of Christian Bergh, Junior, and 
brought her safe to the Esopus Landing, agreeable to the 
above Resolve; and also delivered an inventory of what 
they found on board the said Sloop, to wit : two anchors 
and two old cables; one old main sheet; one old main jib 
sheet ; one small feather bed ; three old blankets ; one small 
fire tongs; one small iron pot and trammel; six ropes, be- 
longing to her sheets, &tc; one small auger; one sheet 
block. 

" Ordered, That the above Sloop be laid up, and that her 
rigging and goods, above specified, be under the care of 
Mr. Tunis Hoghteling, until such time as it shall be 
otherwise ordered by the Provincial Congress, the Com- 
mittee of Safety, or this Committee ; and that the above 
proceedings be transmitted to the Committee of Safety, now 
sitting at New-York. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

"Joseph Gasherie, Clerk." 

A Letter from the said Committee of Kingston, in Ul- 
ster County, covering their proceedings relating to Bergh's 
Sloop, was also read and filed. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Kingston, in 
Ulster County, was read and approved of, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, September 18, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The Resolves of the Committee of Kings- 
ton, of 5th current, are before us. In answer to the let- 
ter accompanying the same Resolves, all we can say is, that 
as the evidence relating to the fact of Bergh' s Sloop load- 
ing, or intending to load, to supply our enemies, must lie 
with you, we shall leave the matter entirely to your di- 
rection. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants. 
By order. 

Johannes Sleght, Chairman of Committee of Kingston. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A Letter from General Wooster, of the 17th inst., was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Camp at Harlem, September 17, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: I received your favour of yesterday, en- 
closing the order of the Continental Congress, and say, in 
answer, the order was given the 16th June, which was be- 
fore the Continental Forces were properly organized. Since 
that time, the Congress have ordered about two-thirds of 
my Troops to the northward ; and should I divide the re- 
maining few into detached parties, scattered about the coun- 
try, and any disagreeable consequences should follow from 
it, (as my orders from General Washington are to be here,) 
it might, possibly, be difficult for me to vindicate my con- 
duct. 

" I have authority to say that no Provincial Congress 
can, with any propriety, interfere in the disposition of Con- 
tinental Troops, much less control the orders of any Gene- 
ral Officer. If the Continental Congress, or the Com- 
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mander-in-Chief, think proper to employ the whole or a 
part of the Troops under my command in erecting and 
defending batteries at the Highlands, or elsewhere, I shall 
expect their orders direct, and no man will with greater 
alacrity obey the .lawful summons. 

" I am, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, " David Wooster. 
"To the Committee of Safety, New-York." 

Ordered, That certified copies of all the Letters between 
General Wooster and this Committee, relative to his send- 
ing up an hundred of his men to assist in erecting the For- 
tifications in the Highlands, and a certified copy of the Re- 
solve of the Continental Congress, and that a Letter be 
wrote to the Continental Congress on that subject. 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenius be desired to pur- 
chase, immediately, one hundred pair of Pistols and two 
hundred Cutlasses, and forward the same to Ticonderoga 
with all possible despatch. 

The Petition of Daniel Dean and others, of Yonkers, 
praying that John Cock may be appointed their Captain, 
was read and filed. 

The Committee adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

4 ho. P. M., Monday, September 18, 1775. 

The following Members met pursuant to adjournment, 
viz : 

John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 

For New- York, Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel McDougaU. 
For Albany, Major Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Foster. 
For Cumberland, William Williams. 

No other Members appearing, and not having a sufficient 
number to form the Committee, they agreed to meet here 
to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock ; and the afternoon was 
spent in filling up commissions for the Militia, and in exam- 
ining the plans and estimate of the expenses of the Forti- 
fications in the Highlands. 

Pie Martis, 9 ho. A. M., September 19, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner for 
Orange County. 
For New-York, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beekman, Colonel 

McDougaU, Mr. Scott: 
For Albany, Major Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For King's, Mr. Henry Williams. 
For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster, Mr. Hobart. 
For Cumberland, Mr. Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

Ordered, That the following Captains in the Third Re- 
giment, to wit : Daniel Griffin, John Hulbert, and John 
Grennell, do respectively send such Arms of their respec- 
tive Companies, as need repairs, to the Gunsmiths in this 
City, to be repaired ; and that each of the said Captains 
do sign an account, certifying the particular repairs made 
to each Gun, Musket, or Firelock, in their respective Com- 
panies, and send the same to this Committee of Safety, or 
deliver it to the respective Gunsmiths who shall have made 
such repairs. 

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., of 
the 16th instant, received by express yesterday afternoon, 
covering a Commission for Colouel Flemming, and accom- 
panying four hundred blank Commissions, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Philadelphia, September 1G, 1775. 

"Sir: Herewith I transmit you a commission for Mr. 
Flemming, Deputy Adjutant-General, with the rank of 
Colonel, agreeable to the recommendation of your Con- 
gress, which I have dated the day of his appointment. I 
also forward you four hundred commissions for the officers 
of your forces, under the command of General Schuyler, 



which you will please to have regularly filled up with the 
names of those gentlemen who were appointed by your 
Congress, and transmit them to General Schuyler, to be de- 
livered them. You will observe they are not dated. You 
will please to supply the dates according to the time of the 
appointment of each, as their pay should commence from 
that time ; and as I was not furnished with the list of the 
names nor the time, was obliged to give you the trouble 
of completing the commissions ; you will please to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of them. 

" I have nothing in charge from Congress to communi- 
cate ; when I have, you shall be early acquainted there- 
with. 

" I have the honour to be, with much esteem, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

"John Hancock, President. 
" Hon. P. V. B. Livingston, Esq., &c." 

A draught of an answer to the Honourable John Han- 
cock was read and approved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted by the express from Phi- 
ladelphia, now in waiting. 

The estimate of the expenses of erecting Fortifications 
in the Highlands, delivered in yesterday, P. M., by Bernard 
Romans, was read and filed. 

A draught of a Letter to the honourable the Continen- 
tal Congress, to cover three plans and estimate of the For- 
tifications erecting at the Highlands, and the copies of the 
correspondence between this Committee and General Woos- 
ter, on that subject, was read and approved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted with the copies there 
mentioned. 

His Worship the Mayor of the City of New- York, at- 
tending at the door, was called in, and informed the Com- 
mittee that his Excellency Governour Tryon sent for him 
yesterday, and informed him that he received a letter from 
Lord Dartmouth, informing him that orders had been given 
to the commanders of His Majesty's ships in America, that 
in case any more Troops should be raised, or any fortifi- 
cations erected, or any of His Majesty's stores taken, that 
the commanders of the ships of war should consider such 
Cities or places in a state of rebellion. 

A draught of a Letter to Beverly Robinson, Esq., was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, September 19, 1 775. 

Sir: By order of the Continental Congress, founded on 
the necessities of the present times, the Provincial Congress 
of this Colony has undertaken to erect a fortification on 
your land, opposite to the West Point, in the Highlands. 
As the Provincial Congress by no means intend to invade 
private property, this Committee, in their recess, have 
thought proper to request you to put a reasonable price 
upon the whole point of dry land or Island, called Mar- 
telaers Rock Island; which price, if they approve of it, 
they are ready to pay you for it. 

We are, Sir, your humble servants. 

To Beverly Robinson, Esq., at his seat in the Highlands. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

The Affidavits of Isaac Green and George Hadley, sworn 
before Gilbert Drake on the 14th instant, were read and 
filed. 

The said Affidavits prove that John Cock, lately elected 
Captain of a Company of Militia, at the Yonkers, in West- 
chester County, had damned the Provincial Congress of 
this Colony, and spoke disrespectfully of them. The Com- 
mittee, considering these Affidavits, and the former Affidavit 
of George Hadley, and the Letter of the Committee from 
Westchester on that subject, are of opinion that it is very 
improper to give John Cock a commission, and that a new 
election should be held for the Officers of that Company. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the Committee of 
Yonkers was read and approved, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit: 

In Committee of Safety, New-York, September 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Having considered your report, and also 
the report of your County Committee, concerning the elec- 
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tion of John Cock as a Captain of the Company of Militia 
at Yonkers, we have determined him to be disqualified for 
a commission, not only because at the time of his signing 
the Association he declared it to be an involuntary act, but 
also because he has spoke most contemptuously of the Pro- 
vincial Congress. And in order that the other officers in 
the Company may have a chance of promotion, which can- 
not be done according to the letter of the Militia regula- 
tions, you are hereby desired to cause a new election to be 
made of all the officers of the Company, pursuant to the 
said regulations, taking care to give publick notice that the 
said John Cock cannot be admitted to any office whatso- 
ever. 

We are, respectfully, Gentlemen, your very humble ser- 
vants. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 
To Frederick Van Cortland t, Benjamin Drake, Stephen 

Sneden, Thomas Emmons, William Betts, and William 

Hadley, at Yonkers, Westchester. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

The Committee adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

Die Martis, 4 ho. P.M., September 19, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For Orange, John Having, Esq., Chairman. 
For New- York, Mr. Scott, Mr. Beekman, Colonel Mc- 

Dougall. 
For Albany, Major Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster, Mr. Hobart. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 

Commissions were made and delivered for the following 
gentlemen, as Officers of the^Company of Light-Horse in 
King's County, on Nassau-Island, to wit: Captain, Adolph 
Waldron; First Lieutenant, Rem A. Remscn; Second 
Lieutenant, William Boerum ; Quartermasters, Thos. Eve- 
nt and Jacob Sebring, Jun. 

Pursuant to a Return of Elisha Mervin and Archibald 
Little, Inspectors, which is now filed, Commissions were 
made out and transmitted for the following gentlemen, as 
Officers for the Company of Minute-Men in the Pre- 
cinct of Cornwall, in Orange County, to wit : Thomas 
Moffat, Esq., Captain ; Seth Mervin, First Lieutenant ; 
James Little, Second Lieutenant ; and Nathan Strong, 
Ensign. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of the Provincial Congress, pay to Thomas Pettit, 
as Doorkeeper, twenty Pounds, and take his receipt for the 
same, on account of his pay as Doorkeeper of the Provin- 
cial Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Hallett apply to James 
Byers, and inform him that the Committee will agree 
with him for five Brass Field-Pieces, at the price of three 
Shillings and nine Pence per pound ; each Field-Piece 
to be a six-pounder, and not to exceed six hundred and 
twenty pounds weight — Mr. Byers to run all risks, and to 
deliver the Field-Pieces well proved. 

Ordered, That Messrs. John Sloss Hobart and Gilbert 
Livingston be a Sub-Committee to wait on bis Excellency 
the Governour, to inform him that his Worship the Mayor 
signified to this Committee, this day, that his Excellency 
told him he had received a Letter from Lord Dartmouth, 
one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, in- 
forming him that orders had been given to the Command- 
ers of His Majesty's Ships in America, that in case any 
more Troops should be raised, or any Fortifications erect- 
ed, or any of His Majesty's Stores taken, the Commanders 
of the Ships of War should consider such Cities or places 
in a state of rebellion, and to acquaint his Excellency that 
the terms of their information from Mr. Mayor are extreme- 
ly ambiguous, and require an explanation ; and that, there- 
fore, his Excellency be requested by the said Sub-Com- 
mittee to furnish this Committee with an extract of that 
part of Lord Dartmouth's Letter, and, in case he should 
not be willing to give such extract, that he would be pleased 



to furnish the said Sub-Committee with the exact purport 
of that part of the said Letter which relates to the above- 
mentioned subject. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Morcurii, 9 ho. A. M., September SO, 1775. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For Orance, John Ha ring, Esq., Chairman. 

For New-York, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beek- 
man, Colonel McDougall. 

For Albany, Major Nicoll. 

For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 

For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 

For King's, Mr. Henry Williams. 

For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell. 

For Suffolk, Mr. Foster and Mr. Hobart. 

For Cumberland, Major Williams. 

For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

Mr. Joseph Hallett reported that James Byers is ready 
to agree to make five Brass Field-Pieces, six-pounders, of 
good proof, and deliver them, at three Shillings nine Pence 
per pound. 

Resolved, That this Committee does agree with James 
Byers for five Brass Field-Pieces, six-pounders, to be made 
of the best metal and full proof, at the rate of three Shil- 
lings nine Pence per pound, provided the weight of each 
Field-Piece does not exceed six hundred and twenty 
pounds. 

And Ordered, That the Captains Rutgers, Tudor, and 
Dennis, be requested to superintend the proving the said 
Brass Field-Pieces. 

A Letter from Walter Livingston, Esq., Deputy Com- 
missary-General, at Albany, was read and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

"Albany, September 6, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I lately received a number of gun bar- 
rels, which were sent, by Major-General Schuyler's orders, 
from the garrisons above, to be slocked, locked, and made 
fit for the service. As many of them as could be repaired 
in this City and in Schenectady I have delivered to the 
armourers. One hundred and eighty are sent to Connec- 
ticut ; the remainder were ordered to be sent to the Pro- 
vincial Congress. They shall be sent down, and consigned 
to Mr. Peter T. Curtenius. Those repaired in this City 
and Schenectady I cannot, with propriety, pay for. I must 
therefore request the Congress will give orders for it. I 
know of no body to whom I can apply for that purpose; it 
being, in the General's opinion, a Provincial charge, ulti- 
mately to be paid by the associated Colonies. 

" I am, Gentlemen, with great respect, your obedient 

humble servant, T , r T 

Walter Livingston, 

Deputy Commissary-General. ' 
" To the Provincial Congress. 

" P. S. The number of barrels sent are two hundred 
and thirty-seven." 

A Letter from the Committee of Tryon County, bear- 
ing date the 7th current, was read and filed. They there- 
by inform, that it would greatly oblige the freeholders of 
the County if his Excellency the Governour would be 
pleased to grant the Sheriffs Commission to John Frey, 
Esq., for the ensuing year ; and they also complain of 
the insolence of about two hundred Highland settlers in 
that County. 

An Affidavit of William Biddle was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

" Caughnawaga, May 24, 1775. 

"Then personally appeared before me, the subscriber, 
being one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace in the 
County of Tryon, William Biddle, and then and there 
made solemn oath, on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, that about the 17th of this instant, being in company 
with Alexander White, Sheriff of the County, that he pro- 
fanely swore that he would protect and defend all slaves 
and negroes that would resort to him and put themselves 
under his protection. 

" Sworn before me : John Marlatt, Esq." 
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Three of the Members of the Committee at Srnithtown 
made a Return of the Militia Officers of the Company at 
Srnithtown, and Commissions, bearing date the 13th cur- 
rent, were issued to them accordingly, to wit: To Phile- 
tus Smith, Captain ; Edmund Smith, Jun., First Lieuten- 
ant ; Daniel Tillotson, Second Lieutenant ; and Richard 
Smith, Ensign. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., September 21, 1775. 

TheCommittee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
For Orange, John Having, Esq., Chairman. 
For New-York, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beekman, Colonel 

McDougaJl. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For Ulster, Mr. Roosevelt. 
For King's, Mr. Remsen. 
For Queen's, Colonel Blackwcll. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Foster. 
For Cumherland, Major Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Waikins. 

The Petition of David Purdy and John O' Connor was 
read, and is in the following words, to wit : 

"New-York, September 20, 1775. 

" To the Gentlemen of the Committee of Safety. 
" The humble Petition of David Purdy and John O'Con- 
nor sheueth : 
" That the said David Purdy and John O' Connor have 
been long confined, and have now nothing to subsist upon, 
and far from their friends; that they can have no help from 
them, and for want must now greatly suffer, or else live by 
the charity of charitable people. Your petitioners, there- 
fore, pray that they might be brought to an examination 
soon ; and said Purdy has a family, a wife and eight chil- 
dren, which have no subsistence only by the industry of 
said petitioner; and said O'Connor has been confined now 
these nine weeks, and knows not for what reason. There- 
fore your petitioners humbly pray that they may be heard 
and discharged. « John O'Connor, 

" David Purdy." 

Ordered, That Col. McDougatt direct John O'Con- 
nor, David Purdy, and Alexander Bell) to be brought 
before this Committee. 

Ordered, That the Sloop Francis, William Ritchie, 
Master, belonging to Mr. William Lowther, bound for 
Edenton, in North- Carolina, be permitted to sail with her 
lading on board, as reported to this Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Isaac Day be permitted to go on 
board of the Ship Asia, to deliver a Letter to Captain Van- 
deput. 

Alexander Bell being called in and severely reprimand- 
ed for his past ill conduct and bad company, and charged 
to avoid such practices as are or may be deemed to be in- 
jurious to this Country or its liberties, on penalty of such 
punishment as he may deserve, was thereupon discharged. 

David Purdy being called in and examined, was repri- 
manded for his conduct, and charged to conduct himself 
well for the time to come, and was discharged. 

John O' Connor was examined, and recommitted till the 
afternoon. 

The Committee adjourned to four o'clock, in the after- 
noon. 

4to ho. P. M., September 21, 1775. 
TheCommittee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
For Orange, John Raring, Esq., Chairman. 
For New- York, Mr. Beekman. 
For Albany, Major Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For King's, Mr. Remsen. 
For Queen's, Colonel BlackweU, 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 



John O' Connor being brought in and examined, says, 
that three Indians were hired to guide him through the 
woods ; that he went with White to Montreal, to get some 
money of one Bennet, who went with Guy Johnson; that 
he knew Bennet went with Guy Johnson, and expected 
he was at Montreal; that he has a brother at Montreal ; 
that he was the person who carried Sir John Johnson's 
letter to White, on a Sunday evening; that a negro of Sir 
John's went with him to White; that no person at Johns- 
town, or in Tryon County, ever asked him to sign the As- 
sociation, or threatened bim in any manner; that he did 
tell Sir John Johnson that he was threatened, and wanted 
to leave the place ; that he told Sir John so to answer his 
own private ends ; that Clement and Cone carried the pro- 
visions to White; that he never threatened Mr. Gilleland. 

The said John O'Connor was thereupon discharged. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 



Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., September 22, 1775. 
TheCommittee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For Orange, John Haring, Esq., Chairman. 

For New-York, Mr. Halhtt, Mr. Beekman, Colonel Mc- 
Dougatt, Mr. Brasher. 

For Albany, Mr. Nicoll. 

For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 

For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 

For King's, Mr. Remsen, Mr. Williams. 

For Queen's, Colonel BlackweU. 

For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 

For Cumberland, Major Williams. 

For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

Major Nicoll informed the Committee that the Com- 
missioners for Indian Affairs, at Albany, having occasion 
for Gunpowder to make presents to the Indians, the Com- 
mittee of Albany had, on application of the said Commis- 
sioners, spared to them the Gunpowder which was lately 
ordered for the County of Albany; and Major Nicoll in- 
formed, that Albany is entirely destitute of Powder: 

Ordered, That two hundred weight of Gunpowder be 
supplied to Major Nicoll, or his order, from the Powder- 
Mill in Rhinebeck Precinct, to be delivered to the Com- 
mittee of the City and County of Albany ; and that the 
said Committee pay for the said Gunpowder, to the manu- 
facturer thereof, at the rate of twenty Pounds per hun- 
dred. 

A Letter to the Hon. Robert R. Livingston, Esq., was 
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, } 

September 22, 1775. J 

Sir: The Committee of Albany have spared their small 
supply of gunpowder to the Commissioners for Indian af- 
fairs, and earnestly requested of us an order for two hun- 
dred pounds. We have given an order for two hundred 
weight, on your mill, to Major Nicoll, or his order ; the 
Committee of Albany are to pay for it, to you or your 
order. 

We are, most respectfully, Sir, your very humble ser- 
vants. 

By order of the Committee. 

To the Hon. Robert R. Livingston, Esquire, at his Seat, 
Manor Livingston. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That the Brigantine Elliott, William Hallock 
Master, now nearly ready to put to sea, be permitted, and 
is hereby permitted to proceed on a whaling voyage. 

A Letter of John Weatherhead, dated the 17th of Sep- 
tember, put under cover, directed to this Committee, was 
read and filed. He therein mentions sundry reports which, 
he says, have been propagated, and are injurious to his 
character, and declares that said reports are not true. 

A Certificate of Captain Vandeput, dated the 3d instant, 
certifying that John Weatherhead did not give him the in- 
telligence that the Guns were to be removed from the Bat- 
tery on the 23d ultimo, was read and filed. 

A Letter from David Pye, Esq., was rea"d and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 
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" Clarkstown, September 21, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: By the bearer hereof, Mr. Fairchild, the 
Committee here have information that several of Captain 
Johnson's men have deserted, and some of them have 
already returned here. The Committee will be glad of 
your advice how to proceed in apprehending them, and 
sending them again to Albany; and if any provision will 
be made to defray the expense that will accrue in so 
doing. I have furnished the bearer with a horse, and you 
may°furnish the Committee with an answer when he re- 
turns again. 

" I am, Gentlemen, in behalf of the Committee, your 
humble servant, David Pye. 

"To the Committee of Safety, Neiu-York." 

The Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning, 
nine o'clock. 

Die Sabbiti, 9 ho. A. M., September 23, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
For New-York, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beek- 

man, Mr. Lispenard, Colonel McDougall. 
For Albany, Mr. Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For King's, Mr. Henry Williams. 
For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For Charlotte, Ur.'Watkins. 

The Chairman being absent, Colonel Black well was 
unanimously elected Chairman pro tempore. 

A Letter from the Hon. John Hancock, President of 
the Continental Congress, dated the 20th instant, was read 
and filed. 

Ordered, That Mrs. Hingston. now residing at Bal- 
let's Cove, on. Nassau-Island, be permitted to depart this 
Colony, with her wearing apparel and household furniture, 
unmolested. 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Conti- 
'nental Congress, dated the 20th instant, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Thomas Johnson, Jun., Samuel Chase, 
and William Paca, Delegates for the Colony of Maryland, 
dated the 20th instant, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, September 20, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : George Nicholson came a stranger into 
Annapolis, in Maryland, about two years ago, in the char- 
acter, we believe, of a doctor, in a ship which imported 
servants. He remained in Annapolis and its neighbour- 
hood till lately; he was amongst the first to enrol himself 
into a Company of Militia last winter, and has uniformly, 
as far as we have ever understood, expressed himself 
friendly to the cause of American liberty. As to his ve- 
racity or moral character, though he is personally known 
to each of us, neither of us know of any thing remarkable 
or particular on either side. 

"We are, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your 
most obedient servants, u Thos _ j 0HNS0N) j e>j 

" Samuel Chase, 
" William Paca. 

" P. S. Be pleased to have the enclosed letter deliver- 
ed by a safe hand ; it is an answer to his to Mr. Johnson." 

The Petition of Christian Bergh, Jun., Adam Bergh, 
David Bop, John Bop, and Timothy Doughty, praying to 
be discharged, was read and filed, and is in the following 
words, to wit : 

"To the Gentlemen of the Committee of Safety. 
"The humble Petition o/Christian Bt.rgh, Jun., Adam 
Bergh, David Dop, John Dop, and Timothy Dough- 
ty, sheweth : 

"That the abovesaid petitioners have been confined 
almost these three weeks, upon their own expense, and 
their families at home being unable to maintain themselves, 
because of their infancy, and in consequence must suffer. 
Then their maintenance depends entirely upon your peti- 
tioners' industry, whereof you cannot be entirely unac- 
quainted. We, your petitioners, have likewise understood 



that the gentlemen of the Committee have waited for evi- 
dence from our parts, to prove a crime against us. But we 
are sensible none cannot be brought in truth ; and, besides, 
it seems to us, if there was any, they might have been here 
before now, for which reason we pray to be discharged. 

"Supposing we had committed a crime against your 
resolves, it was before the resolves came in force, and we 
were likewise unacquainted of it ; and, also, we think we 
have been sufficiently punished for it, according to your 
resolves; for the first offence is three months' imprison- 
ment ; and Dop's sloop they have burned, and Bergh's 
sloop the Esopus people fetched and sold at vendue, for the 
use of the Congress, as we have been credibly informed. 

" New-York, September 22, 1775." 

William Deane, of this City, about to proceed to Wil- 
liamsburgh, in Virginia, applied to this Committee for a 
Certificate for himself and John Newport, his assistant ; 
whereupon, a Certificate was given to him, in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, } 
September 23, 1775. \ 

To all to whom these presents shall come or may concern : 

These are to certify, that William Deane, the bearer 
hereof, who is about to proceed to Williamsburgh, in Vir- 
ginia, is a citizen of New-York, of good character and 
reputation ; that he was the first who signed the General 
Association in this Colony; and that he is generally esteemed 
amongst us a son of liberty, and a friend to the rights of 
this Country. The said William Deane proposes also to 
take with him, as an assistant in his present business, James 
Newport, who is a clerk to Mr. Richard Deane, of this 
City, distiller. 

By order of the Committee of Safety. 

A draught of a Letter to the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., 
was read and approved. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A Letter from David Pye, Esq., was read and filed. 

Resolved, That any Soldier belonging to the Continen- 
tal Army, who shall be absent from his corps in this Colony, 
without a furlough or discharge from the Commanding 
Officer of the Regiment or Company to which he belongs, 
shall be deemed a deserter. And the Committee of every 
County, City, Town, and Precinct, within this Colony, are 
hereby respectively directed to cause each and every such 
Soldier, who shall be found in their respective Districts, 
to be apprehended, and sent to his or their Regiment or 
Company. But if they cannot be informed to what Corps 
such Soldier belongs, they are to publish his name, and 
the place where he shall be apprehended, in the newspa- 
pers, to the end that the Captain from whom he deserted 
may be informed where he may be found ; and the Com- 
mittees abovementioned are also directed to transmit to the 
Congress, or the Committee of Safety of this Colony, with- 
out delay, an account of the expenses incurred in appre- 
hending, securing, and sending such Soldier to his Corps. 

Resolved, That if any person in this Colony shall know- 
ingly harbour or conceal any Soldier, belonging to the 
Continental Army, without his having a furlough or dis- 
charge from his Commanding Officer, or neglect to inform 
the Committee of the District where he resides of the ap- 
pearance of such Soldier in it, he shall be deemed and 
treated as an enemy to his Country, and be subject to pay 
all the expenses that shall accrue in apprehending and 
sending such Soldier to his Corps. 

It being represented to this Committee, that Captain 
John Hulbert, of the Third Regiment of the Troops raised 
in this Colony, and Captain Daniel Griffin, of the said 
Regiment, with their respective subaltern officers, are all 
in the City of New- York, and unable to proceed to Ticon- 
deroga, for want of monejr to defray their expenses, 

Resolved and Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, pay to Captain John 
Hulbert thirty-seven Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence, 
for two months' pay, for himself, and John Davis and 
William Havens, his two subalterns, to enable thern to 
proceed to Ticonderoga, or elsewhere, to join the Army 
under the command of General Schuyler ; and that Mr. 
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Livingston take Captain Hulbert's receipt for the same sum, 
on account of pay. 

And Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., 
pay to Captain Daniel Griffin the like sum of thirty-seven 
Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence, for two months' 
pay, for himself, and Benjamin Marvin and Nathaniel 
Norton, his subalterns, to enable them to proceed to join 
the Army aforesaid. And that Mr. Livingston take Cap- 
tain Griffin's receipt for the same, on account of pay. 

And Ordered, That Captain John Hulbert and Captain 
Daniel Griffin do respectively, without delay, give infor- 
mation, in writing, of the moneys by them respectively 
received, by virtue of this order, both to Colonel James 
Clinton, of the Third Regiment, and to Jonathan Trumbull, 
Jun., Esq., Deputy Paymaster-General. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Solis, 9 ho. A. M., September 24, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

As no business appeared so necessary as to require the 
Committee to go to business, they adjourned to nine o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 



Die Luna?, 9 ho. A. M„ September 25, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For New-York, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beekman, Mr. 

Brasher. 
For Albany, Mr. Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For Ulster, Mr. Roosevelt. 
For King's, Mr. Henry Williams. 
For Suffolk, Mr. John Foster. 

The Chairman being absent, Mr. Henry Williams was 
chosen Chairman pro tern. 

Francis James, one of the Pilots sent out by order of 
the Congress, to observe any Fleet that might be approach- 
ing any part of this Colony, being returned, gave informa- 
tion that, on the 21st instant, they saw several Ships, which 
came out of Boston Harbour, steering westward ; and the 
journal kept on board was delivered in and filed. 

Thereupon, a Letter to the Committee of Easthampton 
and Southampton was read and approved of, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safoty for the Colony of New-York, ) 
September 25, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen: One of our boats employed to watch the 
motions of the Fleet and Army at Boston is just arrived 
from the eastward, and informs us, that on the 21st instant, 
in the morning, off the harbour of Chatham, near Cape Cod, 
they saw a large ship of war standing to the westward, and 
about three hours after they saw four ships, one brig, and 
one schooner, all standing the same course, over the shoals. 
Our boatmen could not with any safety go near enough to 
make a perfect discovery, but we apprehend they are part of 
a fleet destined for Suffolk County, for the purpose of getting 
more stock. We give you this notice, to the end that you 
may be prepared to protect the stock, and prevent their 
being taken off, if possible. It is expected by this Board 
that all the Militia Officers, as well those in nomination 
as those in commission, will attentively obey and execute 
the orders of the Chairman of the Committee, and use all 
their influence in spiriting the men in protecting the stock, 
and repelling by force any hostile acts of the Ministerial 
Army and Navy. 

The Colony Troops raised in your County being order- 
ed by the Continental Congress to join the Army to the 
northward, without any excuse or delay, you will therefore 
be under the necessity of acting with redoubled vigilance 
and resolution. Please send copies of this, by express, to 
the Committees of Southold and Shelter-Island. 

We are, Gentlemen, yours, &tc. 

To the Chairman of the Committee of Southampton and 
Easthampton. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

A Letter from Robert Boyd, of the 23d instant, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 



" New-Windsor, September 23, 1775. 

"Sir: Your favour of the 15th instant came safe to 
hand. Think the honourable Congress have reason to won- 
der that no samples of gun barrels, &c, are as yet pro- 
duced. When I contracted, thought I would have had a 
number made before this time, but as yet cannot say I am 
altogether fixed ; however, hope in a few days to furnish 
the Congress with some, and if can be conveniently spared, 
shall attend: at which time hope to give all the gentlemen 
satisfactory reasons why none have been produced sooner. 

"I am, dear Sir, with all due obedience, your and the 
honourable Congress's most obedient humble servant, 

" Robert Boyd, Jr. 

"Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt, Merchant, New- York." 

The Petition of George Nicholson was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

" To the honourable the Provincial Congress. 
"The humble Petition of George Nicholson shewcth: 

" That whereas your petitioner has done all that was in 
his power for the good of America, in the present struggle 
against tyranny and oppression, which your Honours are 
sensible was attended with great risk and expense ; and 
your petitioner being resolved to render himself as service- 
able as possible, takes this method to inform your Honours, 
that he has had experience, from a youth, both as a sur- 
geon and an officer, having had the honour to be a Lieu- 
tenant in the Eighty-Fourth Regiment, commanded by Sir 
Eyre Coote, in the East-India service, and has been in 
several engagements; flatters himself he may be serviceable 
in the Army now under General Schuyler, not only from 
his military knowledge, but his being well versed in the 
French language ; he would immediately go a volunteer, 
would his circumstances admit; but as it is not in his power, 
begs of your Honours, if there is any vacancy, and your 
Honours think he can be any way serviceable in any of 
the above capacities, that you would vouchsafe to employ 
him. But rather than be neuter in so glorious a cause, is 
willing to go a cadet, provided your Honours will favour 
him with such recommendations as you think be merits, and 
allow him a necessary support. Your petitioner begs your 
Honours will take this into consideration, and hopes that 
any place your Honours may think meet to intrust him 
with, he shall acquit himself with honour; and your peti- 
tioner will forever pray. ...-, , T 

1 J "George INicholson. 

"Committee of Safety, New-York. 

" New-York, September 25, 1775." 

The Petition of Timothy Doughty, John Dop, and others, 
dated this day, was read and filed, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

"New- York, September 25, 1775. 

" Gentlemen of the Committee of Safety: 

"Sirs: Our petition of the 21stof this month, wherein was 
contained our grievances, we fear is not come to your hands, 
wherefore we take this opportunity to acquaint you, gen- 
tlemen, of our distress. We have already been confined 
three weeks, and the reason of it is, we hear, that you have 
sent for evidence to our parts, which we think is a sufficient 
time for such evidence to have been here, if there was any. 
Gentlemen, we beg you would consider our case as your 
own, and do by others as you would be done by, for therein 
a man fulfilleth the law of God. We will endeavour to 
set forth the unhappy condition we are in, confined to a 
room, which indeed we think a great hardship ; spending 
our money at a great rate, more than our ability will allow; 
deprived from our business and our families, and our chil- 
dren are not yet capable of maintaining themselves ; there 
are no less than twenty-one children belonging to three of us 
here confined, and the eldest not exceeding twelve years. 
Besides, the Esopus people have took Christian and 
Adam Bergh's sloop from their landing, and, as we are 
credibly informed, have sold her for the use of the Con- 
gress, and God knows whether they have not stripped their 
families of all ; Dop's sloop is burned, with a great many of 
our wearing apparel ; all which has been done before we 
are brought to trial, and before it is known whether we are 
guilty of any crime ; and, farther, we all have taken very 
bad colds. Tf the witnesses have not yet come, we beg 
you would bring us before you as soon as these shall come 
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to your hands; possibly we may give you satisfaction our- 
selves. 

" From your humble servants, 

" Christian Bergh, Jr., Adam Bergh, 
"Timothy Doughty, David Dop. 

" John Dop, 
"To the Committee of Safety at New-York." 

A Letter from Ebenezer Hazard, dated this day, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"New-York, September 25, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: The importunity of the Eastern post-riders 
obliges me to take the liberty of reminding you of their 
accounts, and praying your attention to them. These per- 
sons were accustomed to punctual payment while in the 
service of the other office, which leads them to expect it 
now ; and, indeed, the narrowness of their circumstances is 
such, that if they are not paid very soon they will be 
unable to continue riding, and be obliged, through dire 
necessity, to quit the service. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servant, Ebenezer Hazard. 

"The Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Colony 
ot New-York." 

The Committee adjourned until three o'clock, in the 
afternoon. 

3 ho, P. M., September 25, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
For Orange County, John Having, Esq., Chairman. 
For New-York, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Ver- 

planck, Mr. Brasher, Mr. McDougaU. 
For Albany, Mr. Nicoll. 
For Ulster, Mr. Roosevelt. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 

Abraham Skinner informed the Committee that the per- 
sons sent to Jamaica had collected a few Arms ; that he 
saw several people in Queen's County mustering and in 
arms, and apprehends that those gentlemen will meet with 
opposition ; and that they wish to have a Battalion sent up 
from New-York, to their assistance. 

Colonel McDougaU showed his directions to Colonel 
Lasher, with relation to sending his Troops to Queen's 
County ; which were read ; and Colonel McDovgall re- 
quested the direction of the Committee, whether he should 
deliver those instructions. 

A difference of sentiment appearing, as to the advice to 
be given by the Committee, the question was put, whether 
Colonel McDougaU shall deliver the said orders to Colonel 
Lasher. 

For tie Affirmative. For the Negative. 

2 Dutchess, 3 Albany, 

2 Suffolk, 2 Ulster. 

' 4 New-York. ._ 

— 5 

& 

The Committee therefore advised Colonel McDougaU 
to carry the Resolution of the Committee of Safety into 
execution ; but that he defer the sending over Colonel 
Lasher's Battalion until the Committee hear further advice 
from Major Williams, and the gentlemen sent to Queen's 
County. 

And Ordered, That Mr. Benson, one of the Secretaries, 
proceed to Jamaica, to know the true state of the pro- 
ceedings of the gentlemen who are there to collect Arms. 

The Committee then" adjourned till nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., September 2G, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For Orange, John Haring, Esquire, Chairman. 
For New-York, Mr. Fax Zandt, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Hal- 

lett, Mr. Thomas Smith, Mr. John Van Cortlandt, Mr. 

Richard Yates. 
For Albany, Mr. Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For King's, Mr. Henry Williams. 
For Suffolk, John Foster. 
For Cumberland, Mr. Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 



Mr. Benson returned from Jamaica, reported that he 
had seen Major Williams, and the other gentlemen at Ja- 
maica; that to prevent mistakes, he had obtained the 
report of Major Williams in writing; which was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Jamaica,' September 25, ton o'clock, P. M. 

"Sir: I have endeavoured, in the Towns of Jamaica 
and Hempstead, to carry the resolutions of the Congress 
into execution, but without the assistance of the ^Battalion 
shall not be able to do it to any good purpose. The peo- 
ple conceal all their arms that are of any value ; many 
declare they know nothing about the Congress, nor do 
they care any thing for the orders of the Congress ; and 
say that they would sooner lose their lives, than give up 
their arms, and that they would blow any man's brains out 
that should attempt to take them from them. 

"We find there are a number of arms, that belong to 
the County, in the hands of the people ; some persons°are 
so hardy and daring as to go into the houses of those that 
are friendly, and take away by force those County arms, 
that our friends have received from the clerk of the Coun- 
ty. We are told that the people have been collecting 
together, and parading in sundry places, armed, and firing 
their muskets by way of bravado. 

" We also have it from good authority, that Governour 
Colden yesterday sent his servant round to some of the 
leading people, advising and directing them to arms, and 
defend themselves, and not deliver their arms, in conse- 
quence of which, a number of people collected themselves 
this morning to retake the few arms we collected yesterday ; 
for some reason did not proceed. 

" Captain Hulet, of Hempstead, told us he had his 
Company together last Sunday, and said, had your Batta- 
lion appeared, they should have warmed their sides. 

" On the whole, had we the Battalion, we believe we 
should be able to collect a very considerable number of 
good arms, and support the honour of the Congress, but 
without it shall not; and think that if the Battalionjs'sent 
up, the sooner the better. 

"Some of the leading men of Hempstead, whom we 
this day had together, proposed to call the Town together 
on Monday next, and consult on the matter, and return 
some answer or other on Tuesday next, and seemed de- 
sirous to put off the matter till the whole Congress met. 
Whether they mean, by this put off/to gain time to arm 
and prepare, or what else, we know not. 

" I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

"William Williams." 

On reading the above Report of Major Williams, it is 
Resolved and Ordered, That the Committee appointed to 
collect Arms in Queen's County be desired to send to this 
Committee all the Arms already collected ; and that they 
proceed in collecting all the Arms they can, and return 
with them to this City on or before Friday next. That 
Samuel Verplanck, Thomas Smith, David Clarkjpn, John 
Vanderbilt, and Benjamin Kissam, Esquires, be a Com- 
mittee to proceed on Friday next to Queen's County, and 
use every prudent measure in their power to collect Arms 
in the said County; and that they attend a meeting of the 
inhabitants intended to be held at Hempstead ox^Monday 
next, and endeavour to prevail on them to comply with the 
former Resolutions of this Committee ; and, also, that they 
report to this Committee or the Provincial Congress the 
names of all such as have or do oppose the measures of 
the Continental or Provincial Congress or of this Com- 
mittee. 

The Committee then adjourned until nine o'clock 
morrow morning. ' 



to- 



Die Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., September 27, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For Orange, John Haring, Esquire, Chairman 
For New- York, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Thomas 

Smith, Mr. John Van Cortlandt, Colonel McDougaU 
For Albany, Mr. Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For King's, Mr. Williams, Mr. Vanderbilt. 
For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 
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A number of Letters, taken from on board of the Rhode- 
Island Packet, were brought into Committee. Several of 
them, which were directed to different persons of the Cus- 
toms and to other persons, were opened and inspected, 
and nothing inimical to the Colonies being discovered, 
they were resealed, put into a wrapper, with an endorse- 
ment that they had been examined by the Committee of 
Safety, and, together with all the other Packets and Let- 
ters, returned to the Captain of the Packet. 

Mr. Robert Rogers, commonly called Major Rogers, 
according to directions for that purpose, attended on the 
Committee. He assured the Committee that he was a 
prisoner on his parole of honour to the Committee of 
Safety at Philadelphia; that he received from the said 
Committee a certified copy of his parole, with a certificate 
thereto, signed by Benjamin Franklin, which he unfortu- 
nately lost ; and Mr. Rogers declared to this Committee, 
upon his honour as a soldier and a gentleman, that he will 
not depart from this City, without leave of this Committee, 
until he shall have recovered the said certified copy of his 
parole, or another certified copy thereof, and produced the 
same to this Committee ; and that, in the mean time, he 
will, on request, attend upon this Committee. Mr. Rogers 
informed the Committee that he lodges at Doctor Harri- 
son's, in Broadway. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee of Safety for 
the Colony of New-Jersey was read and approved of, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, \ 
September 27, 1775. $ 

Gentlemen : We are informed that a number of men 
from your Colony, who enlisted in the Regiments raised in 
this Colony for the Continental service, have deserted, and 
are now lurking in Neiv-Jersey. We submit it to your 
consideration, whether proper steps should not be taken to 
apprehend them, and whether it will not be proper for 
your Committee to adopt measures similar to those we 
have taken, for apprehending deserters, which are printed 
in the publick papers. We request that you would direct 
such deserters as may be taken in your Colony to be for- 
warded immediately to this City, that they may be sent to 
the Regiments to which they respectively belong. 
We are your humble servants. 

By order of the Committee. 

The Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-Jersey. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

The Committee sent for Mr. Watkeys, and had a con- 
ference with him in respect to the procuring Locks for 
Muskets ; and the residue of the morning was spent in the 
preparing Continental and Provincial Commissions, and 
auditing accounts. 

The Committee adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 
nine o'clock. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., September 28, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For Orange, John Haring, Esquire, Chairman. 
For New-York, Mr. Hallett, Mr. John Van Corilandt, 

Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel McDougall. 
For Albany, Major Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Mr. Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For King's, Mr. Henry Williams. 
For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell, Mr. Joseph Robinson. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

A Letter from Tfiaddeus Burr, Sheriff of Fairfield 
County, in the Colony of Connecticut, was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Fairfield, September 26, 1775. 

''Gentlemen: It is novy thirteen weeks since Angus 
McDonald was committed to the jail in this place, as I 
suppose by your order, but of this I have no certainty, 
nor do I know where my jailer is to get his pay for 
boarding and attending upon him in close jail. If you 
mean to do : it, I should be glad to know it. I think it 



very unreasonable that I should have the trouble of him 
any longer, considering you have very good jails in your 
City. 1 hope, therefore, you will take him off my hands. 
I have wrote to you twice, before this, concerning this 
man, and have had no answer. If I have none to this, 
shall dismiss him without any ceremony. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
" Thaddeus Burr, Sheriff of Fairfield County. 

" To the Committee of Safety, New- York." 

Ordered, That Mr. Andrew Moodie be appointed, 
and is hereby appointed, Adjutant of the Third Regiment 
of Troops raised in this Colony, as part of the Continen- 
tal Army, in the stead and place of Adam Schroter. 

AndOrdered, That the Pay of the said Andrew Moodie 
commence on Monday, the 25th instant, when he engaged 
in the service and left his other employment, and that he 
proceed to join the Army under the command of General 
Schuyler, with all possible despatch. 

A Letter from Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Dutchess County, enclosing fifteen Affidavits 
sent as testimony against Timothy Doughty, Adam Bergh. 
Christian Bergh, Jun., and others, was read and filed. 

The Affidavits enclosed in the said Letter were as fol- 
lows.* 

Ordered, That Samuel Avery, Foster Lewis, Christo- 
pher Duyckinck, Captain James Alner, and Henry Tiebout, 
be requested to attend this Committee to-morrow morning, 
at ten o'clock, to be examined on oath as to the particular 
persons who opposed their obtaining Arms in Queen's 
County, and the opposition given to them, and the insults 
offered to the Congress of this Colony, and by whom, 

Mr. Berrien applied to the Committee with sundry 
Letters from the Commissioners at the Highlands, by which 
it appears they want labourers. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Berrien be authorized to pro- 
cure fifty able-bodied men, good labourers, at wages not 
exceeding fifty Shillings per month each, besides their pro- 
visions, to proceed immediately to assist in erecting the 
Fortifications on the banks of Hudson's River, in the High- 
lands ; that he procure as many of them who have and will 
take arms with them, as he conveniently can. That he 
order and direct at least twelve carriage guns to be mount- 
ed there immediately, and provided with shot, carriages, 
rammers, sponges, and every other necessary for the use 
of the said guns. 

And Ordered, That Mr. Gabriel W. Ludlow deliver 
to Mr. John Berrien two hundred weight of Gunpowder, 
for the use of the people at the said Fortifications. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay to 
Major Frjincis Nicolhhe sum of forty-eight Shillings, to re- 
imburse the said Major Nicoll for so much money advan- 
ced by him to a poorJ/it/i'an, by order of this Committee. 

The Committee adjourned till four o'clock, in the after- 
noon. 

Die Jovis, 4 ho. P. M., September 28, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

For Orange, John Haring, Esq., Chairman. 

For New-York, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr, Bra- 
sher, Mr. John Van Cortlandt, Colonel McDougall. 

For Albany, Major Nicoll. 

For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 

For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell. 

For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 

For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Continental 
Congress, dated September 21, 1775, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Samuel Bayard and others, dated 25th 
September, was read and filed, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

" Constitution Fort, Monday, September 25, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: We received last night a letter from 
Mr. Berrien, informing us that the plan for building the 
fortification, with the estimates of the expense, was trans- 
mitted to the Continental Congress. We should have 
esteemed ourselves happy, had we been consulted on this 

* Not entered on the Journal, 
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subject, before it had been sent forward. It was easy for 
one of our body to have waited upon the Committee of 
Safety, to have given them full satisfaction relative to the 
situation of the ground, which it is not possible for them to 
know by the plan. We conceive that an operation of this 
kind is intended for the defence of the Colony, and for the 
advantage of America in general. If we are right in our 
conjecture, Mr. Romans' 's plan is not sufficient ; it will only 
be a temporary expedient, to prevent vessels going up the 
river ; and should the fortification fall into the hands of 
the Ministerial Troops, it will prove the ruin of the Pro- 
vince. Therefore, it was not possible for him to give yog 
any calculation relative to the whole expense, as it will be 
absolutely necessary to extend the works ; and the place, 
we are convinced, may be made impregnable, and the 
expense not enormous. 

" It appears to us that it would have been much better to 
have calculated the amount of what jt would cost, tlian to 
be obliged hereafter to apply a second time to the Con- 
tmejTtijdJJongress. However, we submit our Ideas to your 
judgment. Tf is our duty to be faitlilul to the important 
charge committed to our care, as we will not be answerable 
for measures we cannot conduct; therelore, request the 
favour of you, gentlemen, to inform us whether we are 
under Mr. liomans's direction, or whether he is obliged to 
consult with us upon the measures to be pursued. You 
cannot blame us Tor this request, as the safety, honour, nnd 
interest of our Country, and its future welfare, depend 
upon this important post. 

" We think it our duty to give you a hint, which seems 
to merit your consideration, viz : Governour Tryon, Mr. 
William Bayard, and Major Bayar d, have been up in out 
neighbourhood. His Excellency did not say any thing, 
but both the Bayards examined Captain Palmer, our Cap- 
tain, with great scrutiny, in the presence of his Excellency, 
about the fortification, the nature of the ground, the state 
it..was in, how many guns were mounted, and how many 
men. ^atchei.^TJiis happened on Saturday, at Haver- 
straw. We shall keep a look out, Tor we expect them 
n'earto "us. Will it not be prudent that we should have a 
guard? The Minute-Men at New-Windsor want pow- 
der. They are ready to come to our assistance if they 
had it. We ought to have powder and shot for our guns, 
as we shall mount six this week, nine-pounders. 

"We are, with respect, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
servants, " Samuel Bayard, 

"'..:. -....v....- ■':. " William Bedlow, 

"John Hanson." 

A Letter from Captain John Plenderleath, Esq., was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

^.^ _____ " New- York, September 28, 1775. 

" Sir: ; JLajrlyecf this day from England, and am sorry to 
find the c ount ry in its present unhappy state. That .my 
arrival may not afford anxiety to any person, nor I be ex- 
posed to any inconvenience, I take the liberty to assure 
you that the purpose of my voyage is barely to visit my 
family, and not to act in any military capacity; and propose, 
when my leave of absence is out, to return to England. 
You will therefore do me the favour to declare the contents 
of this letter, In such a way as you think best, for prevent- 
ing any trouble from the jealousies of the people, relating 
to, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

"John Plenderleath." 



Ordered, That Monsieur JV. Perrec, Esq., an elderly 
gentleman, an invalid, now in New-York, who came from 
Guadaloupc for his health, be excused from serving on the 
night watch, and doing military duty in New- York. 

A Letter from Doctor George Nicholson was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Soptember 28, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I waited on Doctor Treat, who advises 
me to go up a Cadet, by all means, in preference to Doc- 
tor's Mate ; hope, gentlemen, you will favour me with re- 
commendatory letters to the Generals, which recommenda- 
tions Tshall endeavour to do honour toby my behaviour. 
I have, likewise met an intimate friend, who promises, pro- 
vided I go, to recommend me to Doctor Stringer, who I 
have some acquaintance with ; and as he is head Surgeon 
to the Army, make no doubt that I shall be well received, 



provided you grant me an order. Colonel McDougall has 
consented to my going with Captain Johnson ; I hope, there- 
fore, you will grant my request, as I act from principle. 

" I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your humble 
servant, George Nicholson. 

"The Committee of Safety of New-York.''' 

A Letter from Mr. William. Powell was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

" New-Tork, September 28, 1775. 

"Sir: Being very desirous of my wife's inoculating for 
the small-pox, in order to put her out of danger of that 
fatal disorder in the natural way, (as I purpose, and my 
business calls me this fall amongst the West-India Islands,) 
but was informed that there had been a resolution of the 
honourable Congress of this Province, not to inoculate in 
it ; but not being certain whether it extended to the whole 
or a part, I applied to Mr. /. Seares, in New-Haven, for 
better information, who told me he thought it only respected 
this City and County, and was in consequence of the Con- 
necticut Forces being so near this_C|ty, and advised our 
going. Whereupon I hired a vessel, and carried with me 
my wife and four others, (ladles,) to Brookhavcn, and ap- 
plied to Doctor Muirson to inoculate them ; he then turned 
to a resolution of your honourable Congress, of the 15th 
June last, which respected the whole Province, and told me 
he should by no means act contrary to them ; hut, taking my 
situation into consideration, and my wife's extreme dread of 
catching it the natural way, he thought It "Best lor me to 
make application to you, with assurance of his utmost dili- 
gence and care of its not spreading, as his hospital is de- 
tached ten miles from the country road, and remote from 
any other house or road that can cause alarm ; but as it has 
been suggested to me here, that it might cause uneasiness 
to the inhabitants, Doctor Muirson hadjioLthe l east doubt 
but that it would be agreeable to them. Should that be any 
bar, I firmly promise to drop the thought oTit, Eut hope 
that my prayer may be granted. 

" I am, Sir, with great respect, your humble servant, 

"William Powell. 
"To Commissioner Haring, Esq, Chairman oT the Ho- 
nourable Committee of Safety." 

On perusing the Resolve of the Congress of this Colony, 
against inoculation for the Smal)-Pox_, the Committee in- 
formed Mr. Powell that they could not give any permission 
for that purpose. 

The Committee then adjourned till nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., September 2D, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For Orange, John Haring, Esq., Chairman. 
For New-York, Colonel McDovgall, Mr. Van Zandt, 

Mr. James Beekman, Mr. Verplanck, Mr. Kissam, Mr. 

Roosevelt, Mr. Smith. 
For Tryon, Isaac Sears. 
For Cumberland, Major Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 
For Albany, Francis Nicoll. 
For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell, Mr. Robinson. 
For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 
For Suffolk, John Foster. 
For Westchester, William Paulding. 
For King's, Mr. Williams. 

A Letter from Gilbert Drake, Chairman. of the Com- 
mittee of Westchester County, dated White Plains, Sep- 
tember 29, 1775, enclosing an Affidavit of Eunice Purdy,o{ 
Rye,\n the said County, whereby it appears that Godfrey 
Haines (who is sent down by the said Committee, under a 
guard, to this City) is guilty of having opposed the reso- 
lutions of Congress and Committees, and threatening the 
lives of several persons. ; : 

Ordered, That the said Godfrey Haines be sent back 
to the Committee of Westchester, under the care of the 
persons who brought him to this City; and that Mr. Paul- 
ding, a Deputy for the said County, be requested to write 
a Letter to the said Committee, informing them that it is 
the opinion of this Committee, that, agreeable to the resolu- 
tions of the Provincial Congress of this Colony,* the County 
Committees are altogether competent for punlshirigimd con- 
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fining persons guilty of a breach of the said resolutions, or 
either of them. 

Samuel A very, Foster Lewis, Henry Tiebout, and Chris- 
topher Duyckinck, attending at the door, were called in and 
examined relating to the conduct of the people at Jamaica 
and Hempstead, at the time they went up for Arms. After 
some time spent therein, they were respectively directed to 
deliver their testimony, in writing, to-morrow morning. 

Samuel Burling, by order of the Committee, was called 
in and charged with advising John Dunbar to refuse de- 
livering one of the Colony Arms, in his custody, to the 
Committee sent to Jamaica for that purpose. Messrs. Fos- 
ter Lewis and Samuel Avery, present, gave their testimony 
on that subject. Samuel Burling was heard what he had 
to say in his defence. Thereupon, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be de- 
ferred until the testimony of the witnesses, who attended 
this morning, is delivered in writing. 

A Petition of Colonel Lasher, and a number of other 
gentlemen, Militia Officers in the City of New-York, was 
read and filed. They thereby pray that the Militia in this 
City may be ordered to train at least once a week for three 
months. 

Mr. Bernard Romans, attending at the door, was ad- 
mitted. He delivered in Proposals to contract for erecting 
the Fortifications begun on the banks of Hudson's River, 
in the Highlands ; which were read and filed, and are in the 
vvordsfollowing, to wit : 

" I will propose to undertake that the whole work be 
done by me for five thousand Pounds, the ordnance only 
excepted ; that I may have the whole management under 
my direction, and accept the work, already done, at the 
rate expressed in my own estimate, and the tools necessary 
already purchased at the cost ; that the Commissioners only 
have the troubl e of supervising my execution, and answer- 
ing the orders I draw from time to time in favour of the 
workmen jnd furnishers of materials; and that one hun- 
dred, and fifty or two hundred Pounds be advanced, to be 
applied to such incidental matters as are immediately 
wanted, and do not occur directly to the memory ; and 
especially to furnish the people with articles they may want, 
as blankets, &c, and perhaps some small advance to en- 
courage them to enter into the service." 

Ordered, That the consideration of the said Proposals 
be poslponed till to-morrow. 

A Letter from Walter &/■ Thomas Buchanan was read 
and filed. They inform that the Snow Georgia, Captain 
Bolton, is at Sandy Hook, where she has discharged forty 
passengers ; that she is bound to Georgia; that on the 11th 
insr,,1n a~gale, she had lost her mainmast, and all the sails 
and spars belonging thereto, and cannot proceed without 
repairs; and that the Captain has applied to them to fur- 
nish the necessaries, if agreeable to the Committee. 

Ordered, That the Snow Georgia, Thomas Bolton, 
Master, he permitted to come up into the Fast River, at 
New-York, to be refitted in such manner that she may pro- 
ceed again to sea; and that she be repaired under the in- 
spection of such guard as may be put or ordered to be put 
on board by this Committee, at the expense and charge of 
the Master or Consignee of the said Snow. 

The Committee adjourned until four o'clock in the after- 
noon. 

Die Veneris, 4 ho. P. M„ September 29, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
For Orange, John Haring, Chairman. 
For IS t ew-York, Colonel McDougall, Thomas Smith. 
For Albany, Major Ni coll. 
For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, William Paidding. 
For Queen's, Colonel Blackwell. 
For Suffolk, John Foster. 
For Cumberland, William Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

The Committee being informed that the Second Sur- 
geon's Mate of the First Regiment, now at the Barracks, 
is ordered to join the Regiment to which he is appointed, 
and that there are several sick Soldiers at present in the 
Barracks, 



Ordered, That Doctor Treat be requested to take the 
care of the said sick Soldiers as soon as the Surgeon's 
Mate departs ; and that Doctor Treat, from time to time, 
take care of any sick Soldiers in the Barracks, or such as 
may stand in need of a Surgeon or Physician, when they 
have no Surgeon or Surgeon's Mate present. 

The Petition of Colonel Heyer was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

"To the Honourable the Committee of Safely for the Co- 
lony of New- York : 

"The Officers of the Battalion commanded by Colonel 
Heyer, in this City, with great deference, humbly beg leave 
to represent that experience points out to them a material 
imperfection in the act for regulating the Militia of this 
Province; they mean that article of their being subject to 
appear only once a month. The Associated Companies in 
this City are particularly affected thereby; many well-dis- 
ciplined men, taking the advantage of the law, decline 
appearing in the Companies, which have been formed and 
trained with much trouble, and at a considerable expense 
to their officers. They would also take the liberty to sug- 
gest that the Militia cannot be disciplined, to any useful 
degree, unless the officers are directed to call the Compa- 
nies out at least once a week, and each Battalion together 
once a month. This, they conceive,'may very easily be 
done in the Cities and Towns of this Province; as to the 
dispersed Companies in the Counties, the case may be dif- 
ferent. They doubt not but the attention of the honourable 
Committee will readily be paid to a matter which so nearly 
concerns the advantage and safety of this Province. 

"Signed m behalf of the Officers of the Battalion: 

" William Heyer." 

The Committee adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., September 30, 1775. 
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

John Haring, Esquire, Chairman, and Commissioner for 

Orange County. 

For New- York, Mr. Smith, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Bra- 
sher. 

For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 

For Albany, Major Nicoll. 

For Dutchess, Mr. Livingston. 

For Queen's, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Lawrence. 

For King's, Mr. Williams. 

For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 

For Cumberland, Major Williams. 

For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

For Tryon, Captain .Sears. 

It being represented to this Committee by Daniel Win- 
ter, the person who had the charge of conducting Godfrey 
Haines from Westchester County to this City, by order of 
the Committee of the said County, that the taking the said 
Godfrey Haines back will be attended with danger of his 
being rescued by persons inimical to the cause of liberty, 
the Committee thereupon reconsidered their order of yes- 
terday, and resolved and ordered that the said Godfrey 
Haines be committed to the Jail in this City till farther 
order of this Committee or the Provincial Congress of this 
Colony. 

George Nicholson having been on board the Asia, Ship- 
of-War, the Transport Ship, and other Vessels employed 
in the Ministerial service, for the purpose of procuring in- 
telligence, and discovering the intentions of our enemies ; 
and he having rendered himself useful and of service to 
the cause of American liberty, by his intelligence, 

Resolved and Ordered, That Peter Van Brvgh Living- 
ston, Esq., as Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, 
pay to George Nicholson the sum of twenty Pounds, as a 
reward for his services and intelligence brought from on 
board the Asia, Man-of- War. 

Mr. Andrew Moodie, appointed Adjutant of the Third 
Regiment, having given three Orders of one tenor and 
date, in the words following, to wit : 

"New- York, September 30, 1775. 

" Sir : Please to pay to Peter Van Brugh Livingston, 
Esq., Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of the Colony 
of New- York, or his order, the sum of five Pounds per 
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month, out of my pay as Adjutant to the Third Regiment 
of the New-York Forces, in the Army of the United Colo- 
nies, and charge the same to my account ; this being the 
first order of this tenor and date. 

" Andrew Moodie. 

" To the Paymaster-General of the Continental Forces, 
his Deputy, or the Paymaster of the said Third Regi- 
ment." 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance to Andrew Moodie, on account of pay, the sum of 
ten Pounds ; and that the said Peter Van Brugh Living- 
ston, Esq., pay to Margaret Moodie, the wife of the said 
Andrew Moodie, five Pounds per month, as part of his pay 
as Adjutant of the Third Regiment, computing his pay to 
commence on the 25th instant ; and that the said ten 
Pounds, now to be advanced to him, be considered as the 
advance, or five Pounds per month, hereby ordered, for two 
months. 

And Ordered, That the Colonel, or whoever else shall 
be Paymaster of the said Third Regiment, take care to re- 
tain five. Pounds per month, of the pay of the said Andrew 
$lpq3ic,m such manner as that the same may be accounted 
for and repaid to the said Peter Van Brugh Livingston, 
Esq.; and that a copy of this Order be forwarded to the 
Colonel of the said Third Regiment, and that Andrew 
Moodie inform his Colonel of this Order. 

Mr. Bernard Romans, attending at the door, was called 
in. The Committee conversed with him on the subject of 
his being an Engineer at the Fortifications On the banks of 
Hudson's River, in the Highlands ; and Mr. Romans with- 
drew. After some time spent therein, Mr. Romans was 
called, in, and the Chairman, by order of the Committee, in- 
formed Sir. Romans that the Committee would not contract 
with him for building the said Fortifications ; that he should 
be paid for his services as an Engineer ; that as the Con- 
tinental Congress was sitting, and the Provincial Congress 
to meet in a few days, the Committee could not make any 
proposal of, or any answer to establishing him as an En- 
gineer, during the unhappy controversy in America; but 
that if his merits in the present business should appear to 
be such as to recommend him, it would be an advantage 
to his reputation ; and that, should the controversy unfor- 
tunately continue long, it was probable bis future services 
mi»ht be wanted. That the Committee had been informed 
that twelve Shillings a day, sterling, and not twenty Shil- 
lings sterling, (as he alleged,) was the value of the pay and 
perquisites of an Engineer on the British establishment ; 
but that the infancy and present circumstances of the Coun- 
try will not admit of allowing pay equal to that given in 
old settled States. That the Committee could not encou- 
rage him to expect more than the pay of a Colonel in Con- 
tinental Army, and that only for the present; but that this 
proposal shall not stand in the way of any better provision 
for him, if the Continental Congress should think proper 
to make any better; and that, as he stood in need of cash, 
he should have an order on the Treasurer of the Congress 
of this Colony for some money. Thereupon, 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- 
vance' 'to 'Bernard- Romans, as Engineer at the Fortifica- 
tions in the Highlands, the sum of twenty Pounds on ac- 
count. 

A draught of a Letter to the Agents for erecting the 
Fortifications in the Highlands was read and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

la Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York, ) 
September 30, 1775. $ 

Gentlemen: We are favoured with yours of the 25th 
instant. In answer thereto, we beg leave to observe, that 
Mr. Romans was brought to assist in planning and direct- 
ing the fortifications by your advice and request. The 
estimate and plans he delivered to us we sent to the Con- 
tinental Congress, with a letter mentioning, that at least 
fifteen hundrecTFounds, beyond the estimate, might be 
necessary for incidental charges, exclusive of cannon. Mr. 
Romans is now to proceed to you, and give you his best 
advice and assistance, as an engineer. The Congress of 
this Colony win meet next week; we also soon expect 
directions From the Continental Congress, and, in the mean 



time, we hope the works may be carried on with all your 
joint wisdom, advice, and assistance. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants. By 
order of the Committee. 

To Messrs. Samitcl Bayard, William Bedlow, and John 

Hanson, at the Highlands. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the Chairman, and transmitted. 

Die Lunee, October 2, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For Orange, John Haring, Esq., Chairman. 

For New- York, James Beekman, Richard Yates, Col. 

McDougall, Mr. Van Zandt. 
For Albany, Francis Nicoll. 
For Dutchess, Gilbert Livingston. 
For Westchester, William Paulding. 
For Richmond, Richard Lawrence, Colonel Cortelyou, 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster. 
For Trvon, Isaac Sears. 
For Cumberland, William Williams. 
For Charlotte, David Watkins. 

Thomas Henderson, attending at the door, was called in 
and examined, relating to the Snow Georgia : says, that 
Captain Cole and another gentleman, who came to this 
port with the said Captain Cole, informed him that a letter, 
for the Captain of the Asia, was sent on board of the Brig 
Juno, the vessel they were in, from the Snow Georgia ; 
that a boat from the Asia afterwards came near, and then 
the letter was sent for on board of the Georgia ; that soon 
after some trunks were taken out of the Snow Georgia, and 
sent off in the Asia's barge ; that he, the examinant, has 
interrogated Captain Bolton, of the Snow Georgia, who, 
after some conversation, acknowledged that he had brought 
over a gentleman, who went from his vessel on board a 
boat from the Asia, with his baggage ; and that Captain 
Bolton said that he believed that passenger belonged to 
the Army, and that he did not know his name. 

Miss Janet Clark, being also examined, says, that she 
was a passenger in the Snow Georgia; that she under- 
stood that John Buchanan, Jun., of Greenock, was owner 
of the Snow ; that she paid her passage to him ; that, from 
hearsay she understood that Walter 8f Thomas Buchanan 
were owners, but does not certainly know it; that a man- 
of-war's barge came on board of the Snow Georgia ; that 
she did not see any passenger leave the Snow Georgia in 
that barge ; she understood that John Buchanan, Junior, 
was owner of part of vessel and cargo; that a passenger 
came in the Snow, who was called Captain— -his name is 
Thomas Peters ; she supposes he is in tEe King's service; 
that Mr. Archibald Lunde and Mr,_Spence were cabin 
passengers, and one Mr. Campbell and one Mi\ Gordon, a 
parson ; heard in Greenock that Mr. LunSe owned part of 
the cargo of the Snow Georgia, and that they were to be 
landed in Georgia; she understood that Spence was a 
merchant, and Mr. Campbell a lawyer, 

A Letter from David Pye, Esq., of the 30th ultimo, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Charlestown, September 30, 1775. 

"Sir: Enclosed is the account of the expenses attend- 
ing the taking up deserters belonging to Captain Johnson's 
Company; the money, when paid, is best to be sent to the 
Committee, as it is to be paid to several persons; the pay 
of the Officers and Minute-Men is not charged that matter 
to be left to the Committee of Safety, or the Congress. 

" Sir, your most humble servant, ., ^ -r, 

' } "David Pye. 

''To John Haring, Esq." 

The Account of expenses of apprehending Deserters, 
therein enclosed, was also read and filed. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, pay to Colonel McDougall the sum 
of two hundred and seventy-seven Pounds one Shilling 
and nine Pence, to enable him to pay off the two Com- 
panies of the First Regiment, now here. 

And Ordered, That the said Peter V. B. Livingston, 
Esq., as Treasurer as aforesaid, pay to Colonel McDou- 
gall the farther sum of one hundred Pounds, to enable 
him to advance money, as part of their husbands' pay, to 
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the wives of such soldiers of his Regiment as remain here, 
and have powers of attorney from their husbands. 

The Committee adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., October 3, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

For Orange, John Haring, Esq., Chairman ; William 

Allison, Jesse Woodhull, Colonel.-Lewrf. 
For New- York, Colonel McDougall. 
For A lb an v, Abraham Yates, Peter Silvester, Henry 

Glenn. 
For Westchester, William Paulding. 
For Richmond, Co!. Cortelyou, Mr. Richard Lawrence. 
For King's, Mr. Henry Williams. 
For Suffolk, John Foster, Mr. Tredwell. 
For Trvon, TVlr. Sears. 
For Cumberland, William Williams. 
ForCTHARL^TTErMr. Watlcins. 

Captain John Hamilton, from Liverpool, being called 
in, gave the following information, to wit: That he sailed 
from Liverpool the 8th of August last, and arrived here 
last night ; says, that it was reported and believed at Li- 
verpool, and that he saw it in the London papers, that 
thirty Battalions and four Squadrons of Dragoons, in all ten 
thousand men, were to embark at Embden, for Boston; 
that a part of their baggage was already at'Einbdcn; that 
some transports were already arrived at Embden ; that by 
the common report they were to sail the middle of Au- 
gust; that they were to be commanded by a General 
Officer of their own Country. 

Extract of a Letter, dated Falmouth, July 26th, 1775: 

" It is confidently said that ten thousand Hanoverians, 
and some Regiments from Great Britain, are to be sent 
out to Boston, as re-enforcement to General Gage's Army; 
that General Gage is to be recalled, at his own request, 
and Sir Jeffery Amherst is to succeed him." 

Ordered, That a copy thereof, and also a copy of the 
extract of a Letter from Falmouth, be transmitted to the 
Continental Congress. 

A Letter from Shearjashub Bourn, Chairman of the 
Committee of Inspection for Bristol, in the Colony of 
Rhode-Island, was read and filed, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

" Bristol, September 29, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Messrs. Charles De Wolf, Anthony De 
Wolf, Josiah Finney, and Stephen Smith, charterers of 
the Sloop Hannah, bound to New-York, informing us, 
the Committee of Inspection for Bristol, in the Colony of 
Rhode-Island, of their intention to purchase a load of flour, 
for the use of the inhabitants of this place, and requesting 
our approbation of their design, and a recommendatory 
letter from us to you, we, considering the great scarcity 
of flour in this Town, do approve of their undertaking as 
aforesaid, and recommend the said Charles De Wolf and 
Company as true friends to the liberty of America; and, 
from their well known firm attachment to the rights of their 
Country, we are confident to assure you, that if they obtain 
leave from you to purchase said load of flour, all possible 
care will be taken to convert it to the use aforesaid, and 
secure it from the piratical seizure of our common enemy. 

" In the name of the Committee: 

"Shearjashub Bourn, Chairman. 

" To the Committee of Inspection for the City of New- 
York." 

Thereupon, an order for liberty to purchase one hundred 
and eighty barrels of Flour was delivered to Messrs. De 
Wolf, in the words following, to wit : 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York, ) 

October 3, 1775. \ 

Ordered, That Messrs. Charles De Wolf and Anthony 
De Wolf, of Bristol, in the Colony of Rhode Island, be 
permitted to load on board the Sloop Hannah one hundred 
and eighty barrels of Flour, for the use of the inhabitants 
of the said Town of Bristol; that the said Charles De Wolf 
and Anthony De Wolf take every precaution that the said 
Sloop, with her cargo, be not taken by any of the Armed 
Vessels employed by General Gage for the purpose of 
procuring Provisions for the use of the Army and Navy at 



Boston; that the said Charles De Wolf and Anthony De 
Wolf stop at the Port of New-London, and take the ad- 
vice of the Committee there, or at Stoninglon, whether 
it will be safe for them to proceed with the said Sloop and 
Cargo to Bristol. 

Ordered, That the Committee at Albany be requested 
to have the Barracks or Hospital at Albany, or both, as 
the Committee shall think proper, repaired with all possi- 
ble despatch, in the cheapest and least expensive manner, 
so as to make them fit for the reception of the Troops of 
the Continental Army; and that the said Committee be 
farther requested to direct such a quantity of Fire Wood 
to be procured, for the use of the said Barracks, as they 
shall think necessary; and that the said Committee send 
an account, with the most authentick vouchers, of the ex- 
pense and disbursements occasioned b.y making such repairs 
and procuring Fire Wood, to the Congress or Committee 
of Safety of this Colony, that the same may. be audited 
and paid. 

Captain Thomas Bolton, Master of the Snow Georgia, 
being at the door, was called in and examined. He pro- 
duced the Register of the Snow : says, that the greatest 
part of the cargo belongs to the owners of the ship ; that 
Archibald Lunde is on board, as a factor, and Spence, as 
he thinks, came out to take care of his own goods. Cap- 
tain Bolton also produced a manifest o_f his cargo — that 
one Mr. Peters, from Glasgow, was a passenger on board 
of his vessel, and went on board of the Asia ; that Peters 
is about twenty-six years of age ; that he does not know 
his business. Captain Bolton also produced copies of the 
bills of lading and his instructions from his owners. Cap- 
tain Bolton was ordered to withdraw. 

After some time spent in consideration of the Papers 
and Information received about the Snow Georgia, 

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Buchanan, Mr. Archibald 
Lunde, and Mr. Spence, attend this Committee, at three 
o'clock this afternoon ; and that Mr. Thomas Buchanan 
be requested to bring with him the seven Letters mention- 
ed in the list of Letters, from on board of the said Snow, 
directed to him and his partner. 

The Committee adjourned until three o'clock, in the 
afternoon. 

3 ho. P. M., October 3, 1775. 

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
For New-York, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Rich- 
ard Yates. 
For Albany, Mr. Abraham Yates, Junior, Mr. Silvester, 

Mr. Henry Glenn. 
For Westchester, Mr. Paulding. 
For Orange, Mr. Lent and Mr. Allison. 
For Richmond, Mr. Paul Micheau, Colonel Cortelyou, 

Mr. Richard Lawrence. 
For Suffolk, Mr. Foster, Mr. Tredwell. 
For Tryon, Mr. Sears. 
For Cumberland, Mr. ff'illiam Williams. 
For Charlotte, Mr. Watkins. 

John Haring, Esq., Chairman, being absent, Abraham 
Yates, Jun., Esq., was unanimously chosen and appointed 
Chairman. 

Mr. Thomas Buchanan attended, with seven Letters to 
himself and company, and to the co-partners severally; six 
of them, at his request, were read publickly, and the other 
read by a Committee of two gentlemen. 

Mr. Archibald Lunde, attending at the,dopr, was called 
in and examined, and produced the Invoice of his Goods. 

Declares that he does not know of any Gunpowder on 
board ; that he knew Thomas Peters, a merchant in Vir- 
ginia; that after the Asia's boat came to the vessel, he 
declared he was an Ensign in one of the Regiments at 
Boston. 

Mr. Walter Spence, attending at the door, was called in 
and examined, and produced the Invoice of his Cargo; 
declared that he did not know of any Gunpowder on board. 

A Letter from Walter Livingston, of the 24th ult., was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

"Albany, September 24, 1775. 

" Gentlemen: The enclosed for the Continental Con- 
gress I received this morning from Major-General Schuyler, 
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requesting me to forward it to the Provincial Congress of 
New-York by some very safe hand, with an intention that 
it shoLiIdJie sent from thence in such manner as it may be 
least liable to miscarry. The General is extremely ill with 
a complication of disorders; notwithstanding every effort he 
lias made to bear up against the severity of them, he was 
reduced to the distressing necessity of leaving the Army 
at the Islc-ain-Noix, and repairing to Ticonderoga, to try, 
if possible, to get a re-establishment of his health. 

"I am, with due respect, Gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent humble servant, ,, w T 

' " Walter Livingston. 

" To the Provincial Congress of New- York." 

The Petition of Elizabeth White, wife of Alexander 
White, Sheriff of Tryon County, praying that her husband 
may be discharged from Albany Jail on his parole of hon- 
our, or be heard before the Committee of Albany, was read 
and filed, and is in the following words, to wit : 

■"To the Honourable Members of the Committee of Safety 
convened in the City of New- York daring the recess of 
the Provincial Congress. 

"The Petition of Elizabeth White, the wife of Alex- 
ander White, Esquire, High Sheriff of the County of 
Tryon, most humbly sheweth: 

" That your Petitioner in the most respectful manner 
thus presents herself to this honourable Board, deeply dis- 
tressed both in mind and circumstances from the misfor- 
tunes and unhappy confinement of her husband, the said 
Alexander White, in the jail of Albany, upwards of five 
weeks past : That the first cause of his confinement pro- 
ceeded from a charge of expressing himself unbecomingly, 
and as an enemy to the liberties of America, and thereon 
had leTthjs place of abode to go for Canada; whereas the 
cause, as yottf'Petitioner humbly apprehends and has rea- 
sons to believe, was her husband's having arrested one John 



Fonda by a lawful authority, whereupon great disturbances 
arose, insomuch that many shot were fired at your Petition- 
er's husband, who was greatly in danger of his life, and 
glad to get out of the way till the unhappy difference could 
be settled: That your Petitioner does not presume farther 
to enter into the particulars of any charge laid against her 
husband, but hopes they will appear false, and trusts that 
the members at this honourable Board will sympathize with 
the Petitioner's real distress, and grant this her earnest and 
humble prayer: That the said Alexander White, her truly 
unfortunate husband, may be discharged by the order of 
this honourable Board, upon his parole of honour not to act 
or do any thing that can give the least offence; or, other- 
wise, that this honourable Board will be pleased to refer 
whatever charge may be against her husband to the Com- 
mittee at Albany, that he may, in the most convenient time, 
be heard thereon, in order to obtain his enlargement; or 
that this honourable Board will use such measures for the 
relief of the Petitioner and her husband, as in their human- 
ity and tender consideration shall be thought expedient. 
" And your Petitioner, as in humble duty bound, will 

ever pray, &c. (tr , w 

J "Elizabeth White. 

"City of Now-York, October 3, 1775." 

A Letter from Henry Wisner, Esquire, at Continental 
Congress, dated 28th September, enclosing the Articles of 
Agreement for the due regulation and government of the 
Associators in Pennsylvania, and also as to Saltpetre, was 
read and filed. 

A Letter from Henry Wisner, Esquire, dated the 30th 
September, was also read and filed. 

The Military Articles of Pennsylvania therein mentioned, 
and the reasons of the Associators against signing them, 
also therein mentioned, were respectively read and filed. 

The Committee then adjourned. 



EXTRACT 5F A LETTER RECEIVED IN WtLLIAMSBCRGH, 
DATED NORFOLK, VIRGINIA, OCTOBER 1, 1775. 

Yesterday came on shore about fifteen of the King's 
soldiers, and marched up to the printing office, out of which 
they took all the types and part of the press, and carried 
them on board the new ship Eilbeck, in presence, i sup- 
pose, of between two and three hundred spectators, without 
meeting with the least molestation ; and upon the drums 
beating up and down the Town, there were only about 
thirty-five men to arms. They say they want to print a 
few papers themselves; that they looked upon the press 
not to be free, and had a mind to publish something in 
vindication of their own characters. But as they have only 
part of the press, and no ink as yet, it is out of their power 
to do any thing in the printing business. They have got 
neither of the compositors, but I understand there is a 
printer on board the Otter. 

Mr. Cumming, the bookbinder, was pressed on board, 
but is admitted ashore at times. He says Captain Squire 
was very angry they did not get Mr. Holt, who happened 
to be in the house the whole time they were searching, 
but luckily made his escape, notwithstanding the office was 
guarded all round. Mr. Cumming also informs that the 
Captain says he will return every thing in safe order to the 
office, after he answers his ends, which, he says, will be in 
about three weeks. It was extremely melancholy to hear 
the cries of the women and children in the streets ; most 
of the families are moving out of Town with the greatest 
expedition; the carts have been going all this day. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER AT ST. JOHN S, 
DATED OCTOBER ] , 1775. 

I will give you a short sketch of the different skirmishes 
we have had in this Northern Army. After we arrived at 
the lsle-aux-Noix, Colonel Waterbury with his Regiment 
proceeded down the Lake, and began an intrenchment at 
the distance of one mile and a half from St. John's, from 
whence he sent a small party into the woods, who were 
attacked by a number of Regulars and Indians. In this 
engagement, Colonel Waterbury had eight men killed and 
six wounded; on the side of the enemy, twelve killed and 



several wounded, chiefly Indians: Major Hobby wounded 
in this battle. After this encounter our people returned to 
the lsle-aux-Noix. In the next place, a party of five hun- 
dred set out in the night, to go by Sf. John's to Chambly. 
We proceeded as far as the aforesaid intrenchmpt, where 
we were attacked by the enemy, when a hot fire ensued 
for the space of six or eight minutes. At length the enemy 
fled, and we took possession of the intrenchment, where 
we tarried till morning ; and as the Fort was alarmed, we 
thought it not safe to proceed, and so returned to our old 
encampment at the lsle-aux-Noix. In this engagement 
we had none either killed or wounded ; the enemy, we are 
credibly informed, had eleven killed and tliree wounded. 

September 16th, we again left the IsTe-aux^Npix, in Torder 
to lay siege to St. John's. We had beloresent a party of 
one hundred to Chambly, who, hearing that some Regulars 
were transporting provisions to St. Joint's^ attack ed th em, 
took two prisoners and a considerable prize, and then be- 
gan to fortify about two miles distant froni St, John's, in order 
to cut off communications, expecting soon a re-enforcement 
from our Army. But being discovered by the enemy at 
St. John's, a party of two hundred Regulars sallied out 
with field-pieces, and our men, being but hair their number, 
and poorly fortified, were obliged to retreat to the woods. 
In this action, Capt. John Watson, mCol.nitnnan's Regi- 
ment, was badly wounded, but is like to recover. We 
were then on our march through the woods for their relief, 
but too late. When we came up to the place where the 
battle was fought, we found the enemy in possession of our 
breastwork. They gave us a very heavy fire, and then re- 
treated back to the Fort. Col. Allen, with a party, hath 
since had a battle near Montreal, and is taken a prisoner, 
with fourteen more. We have shut up St. John's, and 
expect soon to be in possession of that place: we are con- 
stantly playing on them with our cannon and bombs. The 
Canadians arq chiefly on our side. The Indians are Tfor us. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, 
DATF.D Q.UEBECK, OCTOBER 1, 1775. 

The Governourand Legislative Council of this Province 
have been assembled, but after several meetings have not 
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been able to agree upon any ordinances. Monsieur St. Luke 
La Come, and others of the Counsellors, would not hear 
of Juries, but insisted on following the letter of the Quebeck 
Act. The Governour suddenly broke up the Council, and 
set off for Montreal. On his way there, every attempt was 
made to induce the Canadians to join him. Arms for two 
thousand men were sent up by laud, and ammunition in 
proportion, to arm those Canadians who should join him 
on the road; and reports came down to this place that he 
had not arms enough for the numbers that had joined him. 
But all this would not make the Canadians about Quebcck 
stir. At one time St. John's wa^ said to be invested by 
five thousand Provincials ; then it was said they were re- 
tired ; then the River Chambly (that is, Richelieu or Sorel) 
was said to be full of them, and that they were sending 
circular letters about the country; then Montreal was 
said to be surrounded by them ; in short, not a single re- 
port could be depended on. We, however, learnt at last 
that Jeremiah Duggan and young Livingston, who are 
settled on the River Chambly, (that is, Richelieu or Sorel,) 
had joined them with a hundred and fifty Canadians, and 
that hehad nearly taken the Governour prisoner, as also 
Lord Pitt. And soon after, unexpectedly and all on a 
sudden, Lady Maria Carleton's passage was taken on 
board one of the vessels in the harbour, and she set off in 
two days, with her family, for England. The fortifications 
of this Town were ordered to be put into an immediate 
state of defence ; a barrier-gate built on the hill which 
divides the upper Town of Quebeck from the lower; every 
avenue stockaded ; several large vessels taken into the 
Government's service, pierced, and mounted with cannon; 
an embargo laid on all shipping by Proclamation ; the sail- 
ors taken to man the ships of war, and for other services, 
such as erecting batteries and the like ; and Lord Pitt and 
others took their passage for England. This struck every 
one with amazement, as we did not know which way to 
look for the attack, every motion made by the Provincials 
being kept a secret from us. In this general apprehension, 
many fell to packing up their goods, others made prepara- 
tions to move out of Town ; some talked of making a good 
defence, others a good capitulation. However, just in the 
midst of this desponding situation (when the communica- 
tion between St. John's and Montreal was cut off, and the 
enemies had appeared about La Prairie, and even at La 
Chine) the last post brought us news from Montreal, that 
Jeremiah Duggan had crossed the river at Long Point, 
with someof that banditti, and Colonel Allen at the head, 
and some Canadians, and had marched towards Montreal; 
but that the people of Montreal had by some chance re- 
ceived intelligence of their approach, and that thereupon 
the English inhabitants of that Town, with a few Canadi- 
ans, had immediately turned out to oppose them; and that 
Major Campbell had headed the party, and that they had 
met with the others, and given them battle near Colonel 
Christie's farm. Duggan's people were pretty stiff, but 
the Canadians who were with them left them, and took to 
a barn. Our people, however, got the better, and took Al- 
len prisoner, with thirty or forty of this banditti ; but Dug- 
gan set off before the rout, and made his escape. Captain 
Cardon was wounded, and soon died of the wound; Alex- 
ander Patterson was wounded in the belly. Duggan had 
given his followers reason to expect that when they had 
crossed the river, all the Canadians would join them. He 
promised them one shilling three pence per diem, and the 
plunder. It is lamentable to think of the Province being 
thrown into this distracted state, with an entire stop to trade. 



EXTRACT OF ANOTHER LETTER FROM OJJEBECK, DATED 
OCTOBER 1, 1775. 

After the taking of Ticonderoga and Crown Point by 
the Provincials, by surprise, about May last, and the subse- 
quent incursion into the Province, near St. John's, by a 
small party oTthe Provincials under one Allen, Governour 
Carleton, who was then at Montreal, sent forward all the 
Troops that he could spare, to intrench themselves at St. 
John's, in the strongest manner they could, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Marre, Engineer. He at the same time sent 
down to Quebeck for all the ship-carpenters that could be 
got ; and a number of them went up, under the direction 
of Captain Zachary Thompson, to build vessels and craft 



to replace those that were lost upon Lake Champlain ; and 
it was expected by every one, that they could be ready to 
be launched about the end of August; and that, if the 
Canadians could be raised, an expedition would be at- 
tempted to retake those forts. Upon this occasion, every 
invention that could be imagined was made use of to get 
the Canadians to rise; but the appointment of several 
officers that had formerly been in the pay of the French 
King, and of some very young men, mere striplings, to the 
command of the Militia, was so disagreeable to them, that 
none of them would enlist. They well remembered the 
treatment they had received from such gentry before the 
conquest, and therefore desired that Englishmen might be 
appointed to command them, and upon these youths 
threatening them to return with the soldiers to force them 
to a compliance, they rose in bodies of twelve and fifteen 
hundred men, armed with all kinds of instruments, and 
were determined to be cut to pieces rather than submit ; 
and the Governour was obliged to appease them. 

The two Frasers, Captain Nairne, and Captain Ecuyer, 
were employed to prevail on them to rise about and below 
the Town of Qucbeck, but to no purpose ~y so fixed was 
the determination of neutrality throughout the Province. 

Colonel Claus and Colonel Johnson arrived at Montreal, 
by the way of Oswego, with some Mohawk Indians, who, 
with some other Nations of Indians who had been sent 
for, and came down about, the same time, made up the 
number of about fifteen hundred persons, men, women and 
children, of whom about three hundred were fighting men. 
Upon the arrival of these Indians, the Canadians were 
tried again, and sundry and terrible false alarms were 
spread. This occasioned some few of them to turn out as 
volunteers, with some Indians, to reconnoitre, and they fell 
in with other reconnoitring parties, and skirmishes ensued, 
which were magnified to an incredible degree. At last, 
some Indians, who had taken an empty batteau while the 
people were ashore, got wounded as they were getting 
away with it. That sickened them. However, they shot 
one of the party ashore, and then, waiting at some distance 
till the rest of the party were gone, they went ashore and 
cut his head ofF, and brought it to Montreal. By the 
papers in his pocket, it appeared to be Captain Baker. It 
was then reported, that he had instructions from General 
Schuyler to give no quarter to Canadians or Indians; but 
that appearing so impolitick, it was soon contradicted. 
Some time after, a skirmish happened, but the circumstan- 
ces of the Canadians having taken arms was not true. 
At last, the Indians began to be troublesome, and were 
entirely useless. 

The Governour, therefore, finding all his efforts to be in 
vain to enable him to fulfil his engagements, and give proof 
of his influence over the Canadians through his friends, 
the noblesse of the Province, was obliged to have recourse 
to the English, who had been represented as few in num- 
ber, of little consequence, and not worthy of even the 
notice, and much less of the protection of Government. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE CAMP AT CAMBRIDGE, 
OCTOBER 1, 1775. 

We have just received an account, that Colonel Arnold 
had got safe fifty miles up the Kennebeck River, found 
all the batteaus ready, and proceeded six days ago, his 
men in good spirits, and with every encouragement. The 
Captain of this vessel says, if he gets to Quebeck before 
Carleton can get down from St. John's with the Troops, 
it will surrender without a shot being fired. That there is 
the greatest collection of arms and ammunition that has 
been in one place in America for a long time. He says, 
he saw not less than ten thousand quarter casks of powder 
in the magazine, and that there is all other ammunition in 
proportion. 

The General has directed three vessels to be armed and 
manned, to intercept the transports daily arriving at Bos- 
ton, with provisions, &c. The people of this Province, 
particularly on the coast, are much pleased with it, and 
we expect to derive no small advantage from it. There has 
been no movement in either camp here for several days, 
and scarcely a gun fired, except about five or six days ago, 
a cannon shot from our lines, passed through the barrack 
on Boston Neck, took off the leg of a Captain of the 
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Forty-Fourth, whicl) brought on a heavy firing from them 
for some time, but with no effect. Our lines are now ex- 
tended very near, within point blank musket shot of their 
sentries. It is proposed to drive them quite within their 
lines, which may be easily done this week. Two deserters 
yesterday, but brought no news. 



GENERAL GAGE TO THE EAHL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, October 1, 1775. 

Mr Lord : I was honoured with your Lordship's sepa- 
rate letter of the 2d of August, on the 26th ultimo, in 
which you are pleased to inform me of the measures that 
are taken by His Majesty's command to re-enforce his 
Army in North- America, and to state certain questions 
concerning the operations the most advisable to be carried 
on. After taking these into consideration, it remains to 
give your Lordship my opinion thereupon, viz: 

1st. Whether we should push the war with our whole 
force the next campaign on the side of New- England. 

I am or opinion that no offensive operations can be car- 
ried on to advantage from Boston. On a supposition of a 
certainty of driving the Rebels from their intrenchments, 
no advantage would be gained but reputation ; victory could 
not be improved, through the want of every necessary to 
inarch into the country. The loss of men would proba- 
bly be great, and the Rebels be as numerous in a kw days 
as before their defeat ; besides, the country is remarkably 
strong, and adapted to their way of fighting. 

2d. Whether, viewing the whole stute of America, it 
would not. be more advisable to make Hudson's River the 
seat of vyar, and for that purpose immediately take posses- 
sion of the City of New-Yoi'k with a part of our force, 
Jeaving at Boston what is necessary to secure that post, 
and keep up a diversion on that side. 

It has always appeared to me most advisable to make 
Hudson's River the seat of war; its situation between the 
eastern and western Colonies is advantageous, besides 
being commodious in transporting the necessaries of an 
Army. We are made to believe, also, that many friends in 
that Province would appear in arms, and the Troops 
receive .many supplies they are in want of. A communi- 
cation with Canada might be better secured from thence 
than any other part ; and during the winter, when Troops 
cannot keep the field, attempts might be made upon the 
Southern Provinces, by embarking in the transports. I am, 
however, of opinion, that the force now in Boston cannot 
be divided, and is too weak to hold Boston and New-York 
at the same time. 

3d, Whether, if it should be judged unsafe or unadvi- 
sable to take post at New-York, it may not be expedient 
to endeavour, with a part of the force under your command, 
embarked on board the transports, to make an impression 
on other places, which, if it answered no other purpose, 
would enable you to collect a large supply of live stock 
and provisions, which is no trifling object in your present 
circumstances. 

It would undoubtedly be of great use to make impres- 
sions' oTTseTeral places, were there Troops sufficient to land 
in force, so as to be enabled to stand their ground. Small 
enterprises of the kind we have found beneficial in collect- 
ing live stock, and may be continued whenever transports 
are not otherwise employed. 

And, lastly, whether, if neither of the two last proposi- 
tions can be effected, and if even Boston should not be 
tenable in the winter without hazard, (as many here think,) 
it might not be advisable that your whole Army should be 
posted in proper divisions at Halifax and Quebeck, until 
the events of the winter shall point out the best place of 
operation in the spring. 

I am of opinion that Boston will be tenable in the win- 
ter, without hazard. 

Having answered your Lordship's questions, I will take 
the liberty to add, that it appears to me most necessary, for 
the prosecution of the war, to be in possession of some 
Province where you can be secured, and from whence you 
can draw supplies of provision and forage, and that New- 
York seems to be the most proper to answer those pur- 
poses. There the foundation of the war should be laid, by 
having Troops in force, large magazines of military stores 
of all kinds, and the whole well fortified and secured. 



The possession of Boston occasions a considerable diver- 
sion of the enemy's force, and is so far of use; but is, at 
the same lime, so open to attacks on many sides, that it 
requires a large body to defend it. 

Castle William defends (he channel, a circumstance of 
no use to us, but would be greatly prejudicial, should the 
Rebels find means to get that fortress in their hands ; on 
which accounts, I have caused the sea-battery to be de- 
stroyed, and have ordered the fort to be mined, in order to 
be blown if the Troops should be ordered from Boston. 

Could our Troops be numerous enough to multiply our 
attacks, my opinion is much in favour of seizing Rhode- 
Jsland. I conceive it to be easy defended, with the aid of 
a frigate or two, and a few small vessels of war; and is so 
situated as to have an easy communication with New-York, 
and from thence the whole coast of Connecticut, the north 
side of Long-Island, and the western parts of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, may be attacked. 

By letters lately from Halifax, Governour Legge in- 
forms me that upwards of four hundred persons have asso- 
ciated themselves there, in defence of Government. The 
Fowey, ship of war, is ordered there, and takes Lieutenant- 
Colonel Goreham, with some recruits of his own and Mr. 
McLean's corps, and two Companies of the Fourteenth, 
under convoy ; so that 1 hope, with the Associators, a body 
will be formed of about six hundred men at Halifax, ex- 
clusive of the Somerset and Fowey, ships of war. I wrote 
there long since, about intrenching the heights above the 
dock yard and the Citadel-Hill, but have no account what 
has been done in it, 

I have the honour to be, &.c, Thomas Gage. 



Salem, October 1, 1775. 

When the civil and political rights of a free people have 
been daringly invaded, by open violence on one hand, and 
basely deserted and betrayed by treacherous friends on the 
other, against whom no prudence can guard, no courage 
can defend ; when their indignation has increased in pro- 
portion to the wrongs they have suffered, and they are 
roused to resistance by repeated insults, their situation is 
really alarming. Every measure they pursue for obtain- 
ing peace and security is important, and may be fatal. 
Their vigorous exertions are marked with the opprobrious 
term of rebellion, and if they fail in the cause, their death 
will be doubly ignominious. There is such a period of 
difficulty and danger in the history of almost every nation. 
There may be such a one in the annals of this Country. 
Let us suppose it arrived, On one side the rights of the 
Colonies have been repeatedly, flagrantly violated. They 
have petitioned and remonstrated in vain. They have been 
stigmatized, they affirm, by a venal Parliament, as factious 
and discontented. The best of Piinces has descended to 
share the narrow views and interests of his servants. He 
has adopted their impotent menaces, and the fatalmalig- 
nity of their passions. He has taken a decisive personal 
part against his Colonies, and rejected their bumble peti- 
tions; with contempt. They have followed the glorious 
example of other States, and ceased to confine their re- 
sentment to a submissive representation of their wrongs. 
They have renounced the forms of the Constitution, and 
appealed to that high Being who confers jhe rights of hu- 
manity, whose gifts it were impious to surrender. They 
are now ready to meet their Sovereign in the field, in 
defence of that liberty which they received from their 
fathers, which is the support of his throne and the birth- 
right of his subjects. The circumstances to which they 
are reduced will not admit of a disgraceful compromise. 
They despise those indecisive qualifying measures which 
render his Government ridiculous, and will reject them with 
contempt. They have too much understanding and spirit 
to be intimidated by the frowns of a King or the insignifi- 
cant threats of his favourites. Nothing less than a formal 
repeal of the acts which strike at the vital principles of the 
Constitution, together with ample satisfaction for the havock 
of his friends, can heal the wounds they have received, 
nor will any thing less be accepted. 

On the other hand, I am convinced that His Majesty's 
heart and understanding have been so biased in favour of 
the abilities of his worthy servants, that nothing less than 
his own misfortunes can undeceive him. Even this dernier 
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resort of his subjects to arms, this resolution, which de- 
spair alone could dictate, has failed to flash conviction upon 
minds blunted by prejudice, impenetrable to truth. When 
a man is resolved to believe, the very absurdity of the doc- 
trine confirms him in the faith. Contracted understandings 
can draw proofs of victory from a defeat, and find an earn- 
est of future prosperity in the absolute ruin of their affairs. 



Mansfield pronounce the Colonies in rebellion? the King 
gracefully echoes the same language. Does the amiable 
Lord North blusteringly declare in the House of Com- 
mons, " that he will not treat with America till he sees her 
at his feet?" the best of Princes steps forward and delivers 
the same important doctrine from the throne. Does the 
faithful and trusty Wedderbume cry havock? I am sorry, 



The King's friends, as his favourites emphatically style says the best of Princes, that the times require it, but the 
themselves, to convert the stain of former rebellions, re- refractory Colonies must be subdued. Thus, whatever be 
solve to pursue that system which has reduced them to a the language and views of his servants, however absurd 
situation so niisera! le that they cannot do wrong without and impracticable, His Majesty adopts them with all their 
ruin, nor right without affliction. They still resolve to blunders. They have now reduced him to the most de- 
see the liberties of America at their feet. That Constilu- plorable of all situations, that of choosing out of a variety 
tion which their ancestors failed of subverting at Culloden, of difficulties; but whatever way he turns himself, he is 
they attack more securely at St. James's, under the patron- sure to meet with perplexity and distress. Let them go on 
age of the best of Princes. In these circumstances, it is as they have begun, and I think simplicity itself cannot 



important to inquire in what manner a brave and a free 
people should improve their advantages ; in what manner 
they ought to resent the insults they have already received, 
and guard against future indignities. 

The condition of this Country, whatever light it is 
viewed in, merits attention. It is not to my purpose, nor 
is it my province, to consider it minutely. As the circum- 
stances are difficult and dangerous, we feel them ; as they 
are favourable, I wish they may be improved. On this 
subject 1 mean to communicate my sentiments more fully 
than Lhave_ hitherto attempted. I have been charged with 
representing the best of Princes in a contemptible light, 
with encouraging principles of independence, and endea- 
vouring to cut off the possibility of an honourable compro- 
mise. 1 have a claim to the candid interpretation of my 
Country. I speak to the collective body of the people ; 
upon the. most obvious principles of policy and prudence, 
we ought to adopt and pursue decisive, vigorous measures : 
we ought to do it instantly. The members of the com- 
munity should be directly employed as their various incli- 
nations dispose them, for the advantage of the common 
cause. By serving their interests, they essentially serve 
us. 

No man condemns more sincerely than I do, that 
wretched plan of policy which has exasperated the peo- 
ple, and alienated their affections from the Sovereign. His 
Majesty is undoubtedly possessed of many private good 
qualities; but his private virtues have been the source of 
his misfortunes. With the greatest benevolence, and the 
best intentions, his throne, through the folly and treachery 
of his servants, has been constantly surrounded with the 
reproaches and complaints of his subjects. I am far from 



much longer be misled. At present I regard the King as 
the creature of the Constitution ; I would pay him the per- 
sonal tribute of allegiance. But if he persists to shelter 
himself under the forms of his Parliament, and sets his 
people at defiance : if he is determined, to support the 
Ministry who have almost ruined his affairs, the time may 
not be far distant when he will cease to be considered even as 
the nominal Sovereign of America. His Majesty seems to 
have forgot that period of our history, (if he ever knew it,) 
when the New-England Colonies refused to issue legal 
process in the name of one of his predecessors. Should 
that period return in the reign of the best of Princes, it 
would endanger his establishment, and ruin his peace of 
mind forever. His security is that of his people in every 
part of his Dominions ; they are all equally entitled to the 
liberties of Englishmen and the protection of the Sover- 
eign. When he withdraws the one, and his friends attack 
the other, they should be informed that three thousand 
miles of ocean lie between them and us ; that they cannot 
govern as they please ; that it is the eternal condition an- 
nexed to great empires, that to govern at all, the extremi- 
ties should be held with a loose rein ; strain the cord, and 
the band of empire is broken. Nature has said it, and ex- 
perience confirms it. And though they can send their 
thunder to remotest worlds, we despise the plan which 
must be widely separated from the execution, which the 
furious elements conspire to defeat. 

The country we are in possession of, for the dominion of 
which we are now contending, was purchased, cultivated, 
and subdued by our ancestors. I know of no one that 
possesses more internal resources, is more happily situated 
for trade, or blest with a serener sky, a kinder soil, more 



suspecting His Majesty of any design upon the liberties of striking prospects, or larger or more fertile plains. We 



the people. If he has been persuaded to take an unwor- 
thy, personal part against his Colonies, I attribute it to that 
inoffensive simplicity which guards the King against a thou- 
sand daggers. I impute his own disgrace, and the wretched 
situation, of his affairs, to the pernicious principles he im- 
bibed in his youth, and the fatal influence of designing 
favourites, .Tljeje. worthy men have given him many sin- 
gular proofs of their abilities ; 1 am not, therefore, surprised 
at his peculiar attachment to the avowed enemies of the 
House of Ilanover. But by advancing them to the first 
posts in Government, he has unfortunately elevated the 
mark at which his people direct all their contempt and de- 
testation. Though His Majesty has made a publick sur- 
render, a solemn sacrifice, in the face of the whole world, 
not only of the interests of his subjects, but of his own 
personal reputation, by abandoning the duties of a Monarch 
to a set of men whom the people have long since discarded 
as unworthy their confidence ; though he is satisfied with 
the wretched formalities, of a King, and has sullied the dig- 
nity of that Crown which his predecessors have worn with 
honour ; though his life has been a uniform course of 
shameless obedience to his servants, and a gross neglect 
of the complaints of the people, still 1 wish to consider 
him as the first Magistrate, and separate the virtues of the 
man from the vices of his Government. I would make a 
due allowance for the prejudices of education. There has 



have crowded the desert with inhabitants ; men and flocks 
now cover the sea-coasts like leaves in autumn. We have 
stretched back upon the hills out of the reach of the east- 
ern breeze. W'e have ascended the highest mountains ; 
from thence we behold immense plains before us, vast, rich, 
level meadows extending beyond the reach of human 
eye. Over these we wander without restraint. Under 
mild and equal Governments, these boundless tracts must 
soon become the happy residence of thousands and tens of 
thousands of families yet unborn, who, by sober industry, 
shall feed the hungry and clothe the naked ; turn the chan- 
nels of wealth to their Country, and support her fame, her 
peace, and prosperity. We see our coasts formed into the 
noblest harbours, at convenient distances ; vast navigable 
streams pervading immeasurable tracts, through impassable 
forests and luxuriant plains, by which the various produce 
of nations may be transported to the remotest inland quar- 
ters with ease and despatch ; pines and firs that reach to 
heaven, naval stores and iron mines in such abundance, 
that we may build a navy for our defence, independent of 
every country upon earth. Our seas swarm with fish, and 
the soil almost spontaneously produces all those capital 
articles which are the sources of opulence, of independ- 
ence, and of safety. We have improved the natural ad- 
vantages of our situation ; we have prosecuted our agricul- 
ture with spirit and success. Besides plentifully supplying 



been something most singularly unfortunate in the life of the wants of our growing multitude, our annual export of 



our most gracious Sovereign. Accustomed, from his earliest 
infancy, to despise his own understanding, and rely on that 
of his friends, he seldom presumes to comprehend the 
depths of their policy, and implicitly confirms what they, 
in their profound wisdom, dictate. Does the cunning Lord 
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grain has long since exceeded a million in value of the last 
harvest. The new world bids fair to be the granary of the 
old. The scarcity felt by the Parent State would have 
often been a desolating famine, if the exuberance of the 
Colonies had not been applied to satisfy the cries of her 
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starving millions. The rapid growth of the West-India 
Islands can be accounted for upon no other principle ; they 
have arrived to their present wealth and importance in the 
scale of commerce, by means of our constant, regular ex- 
ports of various provision. 

Our commerce is out of all proportion to oumumbers. 
I do not exceed the bounds of the strictest calculation, 
when I affirm that it is nearly equal to that which England 
(pre-eminent to all trading States, either ancient or modern) 
carried on a single century ago with the whole world ! when 
she subdued nations, established her liberty, and rode mis- 
tress of the seas ! From her we receive one-half of all she 
exports. The annual profits of her trade with the Colo- 
nies do _not fall short of three millions, according to the 
most moderate compulation. This enormous sum has been 
raised by impositions and regulations of trade, which have 
Qyerwhg!m_e_ius^with intolerable debts. We have consent- 
ed to them, not from their equity or justice, but from affec- 
tion to the Parent State, from the generous spirit of English- 
men, from motives of mutual peace and mutual tranquillity. 
The channels by which riches have flowed through the 
Colonies, have been so turned, that they all discharge into 
the lap of the Parent State ; not like eastern torrents, but 
in salubrious, various, placid, and copious streams, aug- 
menting her influence, refreshing industry, and supporting 
her grandeur. We form the firm basis of Ireland, and sup- 
ply those materials which invigorate the springs of national 
activity, happiness, and splendour. The spirit with which 
vye have prosecuted our fisheries has excited admiration 
and envy. Look at the manner in which the people of 
the Northern Colonies have carried on the whale fishery; 
follow them through tempestuous seas, in their dangerous 
enterprise, among mountains of ice, beneath the arctick 
circle. While we are looking for them in the frozen re- 
cesses of Hudson's Bay, we hear they have pisrced the 
opposite region of polar cold, and are engaged under the 
frozen serpent of the south. They are upon the coasts of 
Africa ; they endure the intense heats that rage under the 
burning line ; they strike the harpoon and draw the line 
on the coasts of Brazil; Falkland Island is but a stage in 
the progress of their hardy industry. There is no sea that 
is not vexed. by their fisheries; no climate that is not wit- 
ness to their toils. The persevering obstinacy of Holland, 
the activity of France, the fierce spirit of Russia, and the 
firm sagacity of English enterprise, combine to form a spe- 
cies of men whom no dangers can daunt, no difficulties 
subdue. Above all, we are witnesses of that spirit of lib- 
erty which pervades and animates the whole, supporting, 
confirming their courage, and extending their views. This, 
Americans, is a general description of the Country you 
have undertaken to defend ; and these are the advantages 
of your situation. 

Let us see in what manner they may be improved for 
the general welfare of the community, and the peace and 
happiness of every individual, I lament the unhappy ne- 
cessity, whenever it arises, of providing for the safety of 
the State by a temporary invasion of any of the rights of 
the most profligate citizen. Would to God it were possi- 
ble to reconcile these important objects in every situation 
of publick affairs. I regard the legal liberty of the mean- 
est American as much as my own, and would defend it 
with as much zeal. I know we must stand or fall together. 
But I never can doubt that the community has a right to 
command the service of its members, and deprive them of 
the benefits of society, if they are improved to injure the 
people at large. 1 see that right founded originally upon 
necessity, and included in the first principles of Govern- 
ment. I conclude there can be no remedy, in the nature 
of things, for the grievance complained of. There are 
situations, loo, when a resolution to remain neuter may be 
highly criminal. Such determinations commonly proceed 
from timidity, and not from principle. The man who 
adopts them generally means to be determined in his con- 
science by the event of the dispute, and to join the victo- 
rious party. I do not mean that the strict rights of the 
community should be called forth upon common occasions ; 
they should be exerted only upon great emergencies, when 
the interests of society, the lives or liberties of the people, 
are immediately in question. Great allowance should be 
made, even then, for passion and prejudice. In violent 
convulsions of the Slate we find many timid men, and manv 



who seriously differ from the sentiments of the publick, 
and from each other; but I would not generally reject the 
friendship or services of any man, because he differs from 
the general faith in a particular opinion. Every man may 
contribute something to the common stock, and no man's 
contribution should be rejected. Let us employ the men 
who affect, on all occasions, to take a moderate part for 
the advantage of the common cause, as far as their inclina- 
tions will permit ; let us profit by their assistance, and place 
them, if it be possible, in the post of danger, to prevent de- 
sertion ; let us discard those little personal resentments that 
have directed some of us in our conduct, and address these 
men with the spirit of Americans, and in the language of 
gentlemen. The part they have to act is an honourable 
one. If they are really attached to the cause, as they pre- 
tend, and differ from us only in the mode of defending it, 
they may surely be induced to exert themselves in some 
way to promote it. It is not a time to trifle with their for- 
tune ; they, with the rest of their fellow-subjects, must risk 
their all in support of the civil Constitution, of that legal 
liberty which every Englishman professes to defend at the 
hazard of his life. 

Our security and success depend, in a great decree, 
upon the publick credit — upon the faith that every man 
has in the ability of the State to reward him for his ser- 
vice. Money is the standard by which we measure the 
value of that service, and of all the necessaries of life. For 
want of gold and silver, the community is sometimes neces- 
sitated to establish a paper currency; this is meant to sup- 
ply the place of those 'valuable metals; and so long as it 
is received and paid without depreciation, it answers all 
the purposes for which it was designed ; it constitutes the 
basis of publick success, and is our only security. I con- 
sider the man who undermines this solid foundation, as the 
worst of assassins, and the confirmed enemy of his Country; 
his conduct ought to be held forih in its genuine colours, 
and branded with infamy. A lady's chastity, a soldier's 
honour, and the publick faith, should be free, not only from 
guilt, but suspicion. 

Inconveniences will undoubtedly attend a paper curren- 
cy, unless we guard against them by establishing funds, or 
by adopting other measures that may be as effectual. And 
those selfish men who have no other god but riches, who 
make profit of honour, conscience, and virtue, should be 
informed that they may be secured in their property, if 
they condescend to support the publick credit. Private 
credit is wealth ; publick honour is security. 

Such is the situation of this Country; and so unfavour- 
able is every prospect of an honourable compromise, that 
we shall deserve to suffer the dangers we have reason to 
apprehend, unless we instantly open all the ports upon the 
Continent, establish a free trade, and fit out a Navy suffi- 
cient, in some measure, to protect it. I would have all 
the members of the community employed, that the Coun- 
try, instead of sinking into poverty, may be enriched by the 
gains of individuals. The publick stock is increased by 
private profit. The poor are employed, and the farmer 
receives his proportion of the gain. The conntry gentle- 
men may think that they have little to do with commerce, 
but they are the first who feel the loss of it, " and are 
(says Mr. Locke) as much concerned in it as the mer- 
chant himself." It may be objected, that we cannot open 
a trade ; that we shall be obliged to encounter the maritime 
force of Great Britain ; and that we are unequal to the 
contest. There are some men beyond the reach of con- 
viction, who answer all the proposed efforts of a free peo- 
ple with smiles and contempt. These 1 do not mean to 
persuade. But I inquire why we cannot establish a naval 
power sufficient to answer our present purposes at least ? 
Have we not naval stores in abundance? Do we want 
men, or are they destitute of courage ? Are we not sup- 
plied with every necessity for the design ? " But we shall 
have to cope with Great Britain, and we are unequal to 
the conflict." Were not the Hollanders, when they re- 
volted from Spain, in the same situation? Did the seven 
United Provinces, at that time, contain as many inhabitants 
as this single Colony? We know they did not. Had they 
any fleet ? Was not the naval power of Spain supposed, 
at that time, to be invincible ? But we know that in spite 
of all these disadvantages, and ten thousand others, they 
engrossed the whole spice trade, and prosecuted their com- 
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merce with such industry and resolution, that Holland be- presenting the Address of the Corporation.* I am much 

came the magazine of all the valuable commodities of the obliged to them for their candid consideration of my situa- 

East, in the midst of a bloody war. We know, too, by tion on the subject of American measures. As 1 have not 

what means they arrived to this importance. They sent seen the Address, I cannot speak as to its contents; but I 

out multitudes of vessels, with publick or private commis- shall always think it my duty to consider any opinions ot 

sions, and infested the seas. Are we in a worse situation information from my constituents with the utmost attention 

than Holland then was? "Never contest," says Mr. Hume, and deference. 

"seemed at first more unequal; never contest was finished I agree that the situation of affairs in America is truly 
with more honour to the weaker party. On the side of alarming. My object in Parliament has always been to 
Spain were numbers, riches, authority, discipline; on the soften animosities, and to restore peace. In all disputes 
side of the revolted Provinces were found the attachment whatsoever, anger begets auger, offences are aggravated by 
to liberty, and the enthusiasm of religion. By her naval misapprehensions, and, if not soothed or composed in an 
enterprises the Republick maintained her armies; and, join- early stage, run headlong to distraction. I thought it my 
ing peaceful industry to military valour, she was enabled, duty, last winter, to throw in my mite, and drew up terms 
by her own force, to support herself, and gradually rely less of accommodation conformable, as near as I coold judge, 
on those neighbouring Princes who, from jealousy to Spain, to reason, and to the old Constitution of the Colonies. By 
were at first prompted to encourage her revolt." Our situa- the late Petition of the Congress to the King, I conceive 
tion is infinitely preferable. We have every advantage that they have declared their readiness to comply with such 
the Hollanders were destitute of. Yet we patiently suffer terms, and therefore I much lament that the Petition was 
our trade to be destroyed, and our merchantmen to be in- dismissed without an answer. It is a general opinion that 
suited and plundered with impunity. I deny that it is in the Americans are in an anxious suspense for the event of 
the power of Great Britain to destroy our trade, if we exert their Petition, and therefore I fear that the disappointment 
ourselves. She has not ships to spare to guard a sea-coast will drive them to still greater distraction, 
of fifteen hundred miles in length. She cannot prevent In this unhappy contest, we have ingrafted one dispute 
smuggling upon her own coast, though surrounded by her upon another. The origin was upon a no'vel act of taxa- 
Navy, and armed with all the terrours of sanguinary laws, tion, having left the old accustomed and productive mode 
Besides, one-half of her maritime force rests upon her by requisition. That the assumption of this right was 
American foundation. Take this away, and you strip the novel and speculative, is universally known. The inexpe- 
royal bird of the plumage that supports his flight ; you fix dience and impolicy of it have likewise been acknowledged, 
him on the earth. Let armed vessels be instantly fitted even by the warmest advocates for the right itself, 
out, to open a trade with the neighbouring Colonies at Now, see the next step. If the Colonies, galled by 
least. Let us make the trial. Let them be well ac- unremitted grievances, should glance but a word Hgainst 
quainted with the coasts. Let them be of sufficient force authority, however confessedly misused, it is catched at 
t» attack the numerous tenders that swarm upon the seas, instantly ; the aggressor shifts from the untenable innova- 
From what we have already experienced, I pledge my- tion of taxing, in preference to requisition, and picks a 
self for their success. We shall then be supplied with fresh quarrel upon a hasty phrase, produced by the sore- 
provision and fuel at a moderate expense. We shall be ness of repeated grievances. If they remonstrate, over 
enabled to endure the severities of winter and the burdens and over, that their utmost wish is to return to the happy 
of war. state of peace and cordiality existing in 1763, a deaf ear 
Let our sea-ports be fortified without delay, and the is turned to such parts; but a hasty phrase, of which ad- 
people constantly used to arms. In the choice of Magis- vantage can be taken to irritate and to exasperate all parties, 
trates, let us consider the various abilities of the candidates is registered in the black book of offences, and, upon mere 
for the publick favour, as well as their integrity and attach- suspicions and groundless inferences, a fresh cause of war 
ment to the cause. There are posts where even integrity is declared, under the unsupported accusation that the Co- 



alone, though not an useless virtue, is certainly a recom- 
mendation that may be fatal to the publick tranquillity. A 
general attachment to the common weal, distinct from 
party prejudices and private animosities, which compre- 
hends the whole body of the people, though individuals 
may differ in some speculative points of their political 
creed, is a virtue of the first magnitude, and an essential 
qualification. But publick virtue and patriotism are com- 
monly to be found in the shades and solitudes of life. Let 



lonies mean a general independence. For what are the 
proofs? There are no proofs of any preliminary steps to- 
wards this supposed independence. The very phrases upon 
which this suspicion is grounded come, in consequence of 
the heat of previous disputes, from those who are sore with 
repeated grievances ; while every petition for redress has 
been rejected with contempt. An original spirit of inde- 
pendence is not passive; it does not wait to be driven. 
Yet the Colonies have never been the first movers or inno- 



us draw silent merit from obscurity, and distribute the vators. Let us examine, in the next place, whether their 

virtues and abilities of individuals according to the offices interest leads them to independence. Nothing less ; for 

they are calculated to fill with honour. When they quit without their connection with this Country, the cultivation 

the service, let us supply their places with better men than of the land of America, which is the primary object of all 

we have lost. settlers, must come to a full stop. Not to mention that 

I have explained my sentiments at large. 1 have sup- any plan of Continental empire, among such various inte- 

posed that the Colonies have resolved to persist, and that rests, tempers, religious persuasions, and forms of govern- 

His Majesty's faithful Ministers are determined to see the ment, would bring on as many Provincial wars amongst 

laws and liberties of America at their feet. I have answered them as there are Colonies ; therefore, I conclude that the 

the charge of representing the gracious Prince upon the charge of an original plan of independence is unwarranted 

throne in a contemptible light, by a full declaration of my and groundless. 

opinion. I have given a general description of the Coun- It is the infallible way to prevent peace and reconcile- 

try and its advantages. Upon this foundation I have ven- ment, if every word produced by grievance, and uttered 

tured to point out a mode of defence, which I am persuaded in anger, is to be indelibly fixed, and all retreat cut off. 

is supported by all the principles of policy and prudence. Men, in anger, use phrases which ought to be forgotten. 

I am equally convinced that if it is not adopted at present, Drive them a little farther, and cut off _th_eir_ retreat to 



it must be finally; and we exhaust our strength, to no pur- 
pose, by delay. War is just, when necessary. Pursue it 
with vigour ; the event will be success. 



peace, and they will find no alternative but to realize every 
passionate suggestion at all hazards. The maxim for peace 
is, to give the contending party a golden bridge, and not to 

hunt them into a corner. All that the Colonies require is 

to contribute in the accustomed way, by constitutional re- 
david hartley, esq., to his constituents at hull. qu isitions, and to be restored to the condition in which they 

Sodbury, October 2, 1775. st0 od at the termination of the late war. That I call the 
Gentlemen : I have not been resident in London since golden bridge of peace ; but, says jealousy, in the heat of 
July, having only spent one day there in my return to this this dispute, they have denied our authority. Jealousy is 
country from Kent, where I have been upon a visit to Lord 

Camden and some Other friends. I hope and believe that ™ * The >£ lmbl ? Address of the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen -of the 
, r t ^ i ' .... Town of Kmgston-upon-Hii.il, m Common Council assembled, dated 



my absence from London cannot be any material loss in September 19', 1775. 

# 



-See folio 729. 
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not the handmaid of peace; yet even jealousy itself cannot 
deny that they have recognised to this Country, in the 
same breath, the utmost of all the claims and pretensions ; 
restoration to the happy epoch of 1763, being the summary 
of their utmost wishes, and sole object of all their petitions. 
They lament the loss of their then condition, cordially and 
pathetically. I fear that our turn will come when it is too 
late. When we have thrown away the pearl of peace, we 
shall lament our passion and folly with unavailing regret. 

Under these impressions, I can think and speak of nothing 
but for peace. I have devoted my whole attention to this 
important subject, not only in Parliament, but in the inter- 
val of the sessions, with labour, anxiety, and scrupulous- 
ness ; nor have I presumed, on a subject of such impor- 
tance, to stand on my own single opinion, but have 
endeavoured to obtain lights from the counsels of the best 
and wisest men of this or any other nation or age. For 
the foremost of this description I need not remind you of 
our friend Sir George Savile ; a name well known and ap- 
proved, not only by your Corporation, but by the whole 
Kingdom, for his integrity, impartiality, and disinterested 
zeal for the publick good. 

These are a few of the disconsolate sentiments which 
occur to me upon this unhappy subject. I grieve to see 
all things running headlong to the extreme of fury. The 
fatal example of Spain is before our eyes. History tells 
us that the loss of the seven United Provinces cost Philip 
the Second two hundred and fifty millions sterling in those 
days, besides involving that country in domestickand foreign 
wars for near a century. I did not think to have said so 
much, but the subject has drawn me on, and I have no 
thoughts or views to conceal. I think my constituents have 
a full right to the explanation of my sentiments upon mat- 
ters of such infinite publick concern, especially such of my 
constituents lo whose friendship 1 am so deeply indebted. 

D. Hartley. 

ACCOMACK COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Accomack County, 
at the Court-Bouse, October 2, 1775 : It having been rep- 
serited to this ^ Committee, at a former meeting, that Arthur 
Upshaw, ofthis County, Gentleman, and a Member of this 
Committee, had sent out a vessel, loaded with grain, for 
the West-Indies, since the 10th of last month, contrary to 
the Resolves of the Continental Association; this day the 
said Upshaw sent a letter by his son, acknowledging the 
n6lice, = Tuio r confessing that his said vessel had sailed since 
the 10th of last month. And upon reading and consider- 
ing the said letter, and hearing several witnesses upon oath, 
it appeats that the said Upshaw has been some months 
past forwarding the said vessel for the sea ; that he cleared 
her out the 20th of July last, for the British West-Indies, 
with grain, long before she was finished ; that by sickness 
of his workmen afterwards, and other unexpected delays, 
he found he couTd not get her ready time enough, but that 
he was determined, at all events, she should sail ; that after 
the 10th of last month, and before she did sail, sundry of 
the inhabitants of this County (one of them a Member of 
this Committee) wailed on him, and cautioned him against 
sending out his vessel, as a step exceedingly disagreeable 
to the people ; that he promised that company she should 
not salT tUTthe Committee met, and he would wait on them. 
A day being accordingly appointed, sundry Members met, 
but not a sufficient number to form a Committee ; that 
the said Upshaw having that day attended, according to 
promise, Tsald he expected his vessel was then sailed, as he 
had given his master orders to sail the first fair wind. 

"Resolved, unanimously, That the said Ujishaw, by send- 
ing out the said vessel, has violated the Continental Asso- 
ciation, and that his case be published in the Virginia Ga- 
zette, agreeable to the Resolve of the Eleventh Article of 

the said Association. ^ n , . 

*,..,.:=.*-„-:-■■: douthy Simpson, Chairman. 

:;,:•- ' ,,- JoHN PoWELL, Clerk. 



Before this comes to hand you will receive a letter from 
our President, desiring your attendance at Head-Quarters, 
to consult with a Committee from this Congress, relative to 
the Army. Doctor Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and Col. Har- 
rison, are the Committee. 

We humbly beg leave here to suggest whether it would 
not be a good opportunity lo mention the convulsed state of 
our Colony, and the absolute necessity of Government, and 
also to forward them a petition from our Convention to take 
up Government. We have consulted many of the Members 
on the matter, and as soon as Colonel Bartlett is able to 
attend the House, (which will be in a few days, as he is 
almost well of the small-pox,) shall motion for leave to 
take the same Government as Massachusetts-Bay. You 
will also give us leave to urge the forwarding of our ac- 
counts against the Continent immediately; otherwise, there 
may not be money in the Continental Treasury, as great 
sums are daily drawing from thence ; the consequence of 
which will be, shall be obliged to wait for another emission. 

There has nothing been transacted in Congress, as yet, 
that we are at liberty to communicate. The journals are 
not yet printed, though ready for the press, but will be 
soon. 

You will give us leave to repeat our desire that our Con- 
vention or Committee of Safety will forward a petition for 
Government, setting forth the absolute necessity of it ; the 
impossibility of taxing without, which is a thing that must 
be done, as it would ruin us to be emitting paper on every 
occasion. You will pardon us for throwing out these hints. 

We are your most obedient servants, 

Josiah Bartlett, 
John Langdon. 
Honourable Matthew Thornton, Esq. 



NEW-MARLB0R0UGH (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO PROVIN- 
CIAL CONGRESS. 

New-Marlborough, October 2, 1775. 

At a regular election, held this day, in the Southeast 
District of New-Marlborough Precinct, in Ulster County, 
agreeable to the resolves of the Provincial Congress, were 
chosen by a majority of voices of the soldiers of the Militia 
Company of said District, commanded by Colonel Jonathan 
Hasbrouck, the following Officers : 

Caleb Merrith, Captain ; Abijah Perkins, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Stephen Case, Second Lieutenant; and Matthew 
Wygant, Ensign. 

Which choice was made in the presence of us, the sub- 
scribers, two of the Committee of said Precinct. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants, 

John Woolsey,- 
Michael Wygant. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of New- York, or, 
in their absence, to the Grand Committee of Safety. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE DELEGATES TO MATTHEW THORNTON. 

y.*- ■ ;■., --m-s ■. -- Philadelphia, October 2, VfTS.' 

Sir : Agreeable to your desire, that we should write as 
often as may be, have taken this opportunity, though little 
or nothing to communicate. 



WALKILL (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE TO THE PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 

Walkill, October 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to the recommendation of the 
Provincial Congress, the Committee of the Precinct of 
Walkill, in the County of Ulster, met and divided said 
Precinct into four Companies of Militia, in the following 
manner, viz : 

All that part of the Precinct that is on the east side of 
the Walkill to be in one Company, who have by plurality of 
voices, agreeable lo the directions of the Congress, chose 
Samuel Watkins their Captain, David Crawford First 
Lieutenant, Stephen Harlow Second Lieutenant, Henry 
Smith Ensign. 

All that part of the Precinct on the west side of the 
Walkill, between said Walkill and Little ShawangonkKill, 
to the northward of a line from the house of Isaiah Veal 
to the house of John Brown and the houses <&Peler_Mc- 
Gloughlin, Archibald Brown, Jun., Archibald Brown, 
Sen., John McCarter, John Hill, and DanielJblcVeay , to 
continue the last course to Little Shawajigonk Kill, to ex- 
clude the inhabitants of the place mentionedlif said line, to 
be in one other Company, who have chose, Tn the man- 
ner aforesaid, William Faitk'mder, Jun., For tfieir Captain, 
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Edward McNeal, First Lieutenant; John Wilkin, Second 
Lieutenant; and John Faukinder, Ensign. 

All that part of the Precinct between the Walkill and 
Little Shawaiigonk, to the southward of the line mentioned 
to run from Isaiah Veal's to John Brown's, Sic, to include 
the inhabitants that live in said line, to be in one other 
Company, who have, in manner aforesaid, chose Isaiah 
Veal for their Captain; Israel Wickham, First Lieuten- 
ant; John Dunning, Second Lieutenant; and Jonathan 
Owen, Ensign. 

All that part of the Precinct to the northwest of Little 
Shawangonk Kill to be in one other Company, who have, 
in manner aforesaid, chose William Denniston for their 
Captain; Benjamin Veal, First Lieutenant; Joseph Jillet, 
Second Lieutenant; and David Carwin, Jun., Ensign. 

The election of all the above Officers was carefully in- 
spected by two Committee-Men in each Company. 

Signed by order of the Committee: 

Henry Wisneb, Jun., Chairman. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge, October 2, 1775. 

Sir : Pursuant to the declaration I had the honour of 
communicating to you and the other gentlemen last Satur- 
day, from his Excellency, he has directed three vessels to 
be immediately equipped. But as he gave the several 
captures to the disposal of the General Court, it may be 
necessary for them to signify, in some proper way, that 
these vessels are to be at the direction of the General, or 
such as he shall appoint, with other persons with whom 
the management of the business is intrusted. 

I am, most respectfully, Sir, your obedient and very 
humble servant, J. Reed. 

The Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker, he. 



The above to be published in the Watertoivn and 
Cambridge papers. 
By order: Jonathan Parmenter, Chairman. 

I, David Townsend, by the desire of the wife of Dr. 
John Clark, of Newtown, to buy some Tea for her, and I 
applied to Eleazer Bradshaw, of Waltham, and had six 
pounds, which I sold to said Clark's wife and others, which 
I am heartily sorry for, that I had any thing to do with said 
Tea ; and I hope the publick will forgive me, for I did it 
without consideration, and I promise to have no more to do 
with Tea till allowed by the Continental Congress. 

This is to the acceptance of the Committee. 

David Townsend. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO MR. SIMON PEASE. 

Cambridge, October 2, 1775. 

Sir: I am directed by his Excellency the General to 
acknowledge your favour of the 18th ultimo. Due inquiry 
has been made as to the vessel and cargo which it respects. 
The latter will be wanted for the use of the Army, for 
which the Commissary-General will pay a reasonable price, 
and with whom you can negotiate it. The sending money 
to you, for Mr. Winslow, is objected to by several creditors 
of the estate of Mr. Winslow, who have prayed the money 
arising from these sales may be retained, to answer their 
demands. If you can remove this difficulty, I believe 
there is no other to prevent your request being fully com- 
plied with. But this need not prevent your settling the 
price, Sic, with the Commissary, to whom you are referred 
for the future transaction of this business. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

J. Reed. 
To Mr. Simon Pease, at Newport. 



MEETING OF THE COMMITTEES OF WALTHAM, NEWTOWN, 
WATERTOWN, WESTON, AND SUDBURY, MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Committee of Inspection for the Town of Weston, 
being applied to by complaint sundry times, and by sundry 
persons, against Eleazer Bradshaw, of Waltham, as being 
inimical to his Country, and who has for some time past 
employed himself in going to Albany, under pretence of 
purchasing Fur, also purchased a quantity of Tea. Where- 
upon, the Committee of Waltham, with the Committee of 
Newtown, Watertown, Weston, and Sudbury, being met on 
the 2d day of October, instant, to examine into the matter, 
and having sent a messenger for said Bradshaw, he appear- 
ed, and frankly confessed he had purchased and sold a quan- 
tity of Tea, and had signified to one of said Committee that 
he would do as he thought fit, in spite of said Committee 
or any person whatever, and would be the death of any 
person that should molest him. Therefore, determined by 
this joint Committee, that Eleazer Bradshaw, by his con- 
duct and behaviour, has proved himself inimical to his 
Country; and J.hat all persons be cautioned to withhold 
commerce and dealing with said Bradshaw, until there ap- 
pears a reformation in said Bradshaw. 



ADDRESS OF FREEHOLDERS, ETC., OF DUMBARTON. 

Address of the Freeholders and Justices of the Peace 
for the County of Dumbarton, presented to His Majesty 
by Sir Archibald Edmondstone, Bart., their Representative 
in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Freeholders and Justices of the 
Peace for the County of Dumbarton. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Freeholders and Justices of the Peace for the County of 
Dumbarton, being deeply impressed with the innumerable 
blessings we and all within your Majesty's Dominions have 
constantly enjoyed during your most auspicious reign, feel 
our minds sensibly affected with just indignation and abhor- 
rence of the bold and repeated instances of disloyalty and 
rebellion amongst your Majesty's subjects in America, who, 
unmindful of all the sacred ties which ought to connect 
them to the Parent State, have impiously dared to raise the 
standard of rebellion, covering the most lawless anarchy 
and licentiousness with the specious veil of the love of 
liberty. Since experience has convinced us that the tender 
lenity hitherto exercised towards them by your Majesty's 
natural humanity and love of your subjects has rather 
tended to provoke these deluded people to more violent 
attacks upon the British Constitution, we, with dutiful 
submission, though with the deepest regret, humbly appre- 
hend more vigorous measures are become absolutely ne- 
cessary to correct and punish their rebellious spirit ; in the 
prosecution of which, we beg leave to assure your Majesty, 
that we are ready to sacrifice our lives and fortunes. 

By order and in presence of the meeting. 

John Hamilton, Prases. 

Dumbarton, October 3, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF ST. ANDREW S. 

Address of the Magistrates and Town Council of St. 
Andrew's, in Common Council assembled, presented to 
His Majesty by Henry Dundas, Esq., Lord Advocate of 
Scotland. 

Unto the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Magistrates and Town Coun- 
cil of St. Andrew's, in Common Council assembled. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, the Magistrates and Town Council of your Majes- 
ty's ancient City of St. Andrew's, beg leave humbly to 
approach the throne, with sentiments of unfeigned affec- 
tion and loyalty to your Majesty's sacred person, family, and 
Government. 

Deeply impressed with a grateful sense of the many 
blessings which we, and all the subjects of this extensive 
Empire, enjoy under your Majesty's mild and gracious 
administration, we have beheld with indignation the arts 
by which factious and turbulent men have endeavoured, for 
some years past, to alienate the affections of your Majesty's 
subjects, and to disturb the tranquillity of your Government. 
We lament that your Majesty's American Colonies have 
been so far deluded and misled by these arts, as to abandon 
their connection with their Parent State, by which they 
had been reared and protected ; and we wish, in this pub- 
lick manner, to testify our abhorrence of that unnatural 
spirit of rebellion, which, notwithstanding all the lenity and 



939 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, OCTOBER, 1775. 



940 



forbearance they have experienced, has at last broke forth 
in acts of open hostility, and has led them to take up arms 
against the best of Sovereigns, who, through his whole 
reign, has shown himself the father of all his people, and 
the guardian of their rights. 

We have entire confidence in the wisdom and rectitude 
of your Majesty's counsels; and we trust that, under God, 
they will speedily prove effectual for subduing the rebel- 
lious Provinces, and for restoring peace and tranquillity , upon 
terms becoming the dignity of the supreme legislative 
authority of the Empire. 

At a time when some of those, who even aspire to a 
seat in the British Senate, are accused of treasonable 
practices and conspiracies, permit us, great Sir, who live in 
a distant part of your Kingdom, to express our respectful 
submission to your Government, our veneration for the 
Constitution of Great Britain, and our firm resolution to 
support and defend it at all times to the utmost of our 
power. 

Signed by our Prases, in our name, in our presence, 
and by our appointment. 

Christianus Adamson, Dean of Guild. 

St. Andrew's, October 3, 1775. 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Middlesex, on Tues- 
day, the 3d of October, 1775 — present, fifteen Members. 

It being proved to the Committee that John Morgan, 
an inhabitant of this County, had made use of expressions 
highly inimical to the liberties of America, have thought 
it their duty, in order to distinguish friends from foes, to 
hold him forth to publick censure. 

Resolved, That the above be printed in the Virginia 
Gazette. 

By order of the Committee : 

Lodowick Jones, Cleric. 



AUGUSTA COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for the County of Au- 
gusta, in Staunton, October 3, 1775 : 

Whereas it has been reported to the Committee of this 
County, by sundry persons, that Alexander Miller, at 
various times and places, and in divers assemblies of peo- 
ple, hath held forth, that the opposition made to the unjust, 
despotick, and tyrannical acts of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, relative to America, is rebellion ; by which the 
lives and fortunes of those concerned in such opposition 
are forfeited, as traitors to the King ; that the Members of 
the General Congress are seditious, aiming at their own 
interest, at the expense of this Country; that at the same 
time they live at free cost at the Congress in Philadel- 
phia, they receive large sums to defray those pretended 
expenses; and wickedly charging the Convention of this 
Colony with „tbe. same seditious and similar designs; and 
that the levies ordered to be made by the Committee of 
this County, (by order of the Convention of this Colony,) 
for procuring Ammunition and paying other incidental 
charges, were to be applied to the making gentlemen of 
themselves ; that, under various pretences, they would take 
every half-bit they had, and then leave them to shift as 
they could; with other unjust and invidious reflections 
of the same nature : and whereas the said Alexander Mil- 
ler, having been duly summoned to answer the said alle- 
gations, did this day appear, the Committee, after hearing 
the depositions of sundry witnesses before taken, and the 
testimonies of several witnesses now examined, do find the 
said Alexander Miller has been guilty of the several charges 
as above alleged : 

Resolved, therefore, That it be recommended to all the 
good people of this County and Colony, to have no farther 
dealings, connection, or intercourse, with the said Miller, 
as he appears, from the whole tenour of his behaviour, to 
be a real enemy to the general struggle of all America, 
now defending themselves against the tyrannical oppres- 
sions of a corrupt British Parliament, until he, by his 
future behaviour, convinces his countrymen of his sincere 
repentance for his past folly. 

Ordered, That the Clerk transmit a copy of the above 



proceedings to Mr. Alexander Purdie, to desire he will 
publish the same in his publick Gazette, 

Silas Hart, Chairman. 



DR. FRANKLIN TO DR. JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, LONDON. 

Philadelphia, October 3, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I am to set out to-morrow for the camp, 
and having but just heard of this opportunity, can only 
write a line, to say that I am well and hearty. Tell our 
dear good friend Doctor Price, who sometimes has his 
doubts and despondencies about our firmness, that Ameri- 
ca is determined and unanimous, a very few Tories and 
Placemen excepted, who will probably soon export them- 
selves. Britain, at the expense of three millions, has 
killed one hundred and fifty Yankees this campaign, which 
is twenty thousand Pounds a head ; and at Bunker's Hill 
she gained a mile of ground, half of which she lost again 
by our taking post on Ploughed Hill. During the same 
time, sixty thousand children have been born in America. 
From these data, his mathematical head will easily calcu- 
late the time and expense necessary to kill us all, and con- 
quer our whole territory. My sincere respects to .... , 
and to the club of honest Whigs at Adieu. 

I am ever yours, most affectionately, 

B. Franklin. 

DR. FRANKLIN TO DAVID ITARTLEY, LONDON. 

Philadelphia, October 3, 1775. 

Sir: I wish as ardently as you can do for peace, and 
should rejoice exceedingly in co-operating with" you to that 
end. But every ship from Britain trings some intelli- 
gence of new measures, that tend more and more to exas- 
perate ; and it seems to me, that until you have found by 
dear experience the reducing us by force impracticable, you 
will think of nothing fair and reasonable. We have as yet 
resolved only on defensive measures. If you would recall 
your forces and stay at home, we should meditate nothing 
to injure you. A little time so given for cooling on both 
sides would have excellent effects. But you will goad and 
provoke us. You despise us too much; and you are insen- 
sible of the Italian adage, that '•' there is no little ene- 
my." 1 am persuaded the body of the British people are 
our friends ; but they are changeable, and by your lying 
gazettes may soon be made our enemies. Our respect for 
them will proportionably diminish; and I see clearly we 
are on the high road to mutual enmity, Iiatren^anB detesta- 
tion. A separation will of course be inevitable. It is a 
million of pities so fair a plan as we have hitherto been 
engaged in, for increasing strength and empire with pub- 
lick felicity, should be destroyed by the mangling hands of 
a few blundering Ministers. It will not be destroyed. God 
will protect and prosper it; you will only exclude your- 
selves from any share in it. We hear that more ships and 
troops are coming out. We know you may do us a great 
deal of mischief, but we are determined to bear it patiently 
as long as we can. But if you flatter yourselves with beat- 
ing us into submission, you know neither the people nor 
the Country. 

The Congress is still sitting, and will wait the result of 
their last Petition. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday, October 3, 1775, 
The Committee met. Present: Henry Remsen, Deputy 
Chairman, and thirty-three Members. 

On motion, Ordered, That the following persons Le 
added to the Sub-Committee of Secrecy and Inspection, 
viz : Patrick Dennis, Samuel Johnson, and Abraham De 
Peyster, Esquires. 

The Sub-Committee appointed by the General Com- 
mittee, on the 21st ultimo, to hold an Election for the 
choice of twenty Members, in addition to their number, 
report, that they attended the Election at the City-Hall, 
on the 28th of the same month, for the above purpose, and 
that the following persons were unanimously chosen, viz: 

Peter Clopper, Henry Roomc, Anthony L. Bhecker, 
Patrick Dennis, John Ray, Leonard Lispenard, Jun., 
Richard Norwood, Jeremiah Brower, Richard Ten Eyck, 
Garret Alcel, John Pell, Abraham De Peyster, Anthony 
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Abrahams, Daniel Wickham, William Hyer, Peter Pra 
Van Zandi, John Ramsey, Samuel Johnson, Isaac Stouten- 
burgh, Andrew Breasted. 

John Schuyler, Vestryman. 

John Imlay, ) , „ 

John Broome, \ Sub-Committee. 

The General Committee agreed that their stated meet- 
ings, in future, be on every Tuesday and Friday evenings, 
at six o'clock. 

GREENWICH, FAIRFIELD COUNTY, (CONN.) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee of Safety and Inspection for the Town of 
Greenwich, in the County of Fairfield, October 3, 1775: 

Coles Townsend, of said Greenwich, having been duly 
notified to appear this day before the said Committee, to 
vindicate his conduct respecting a complaint brought against 
him for horse-racing, did not think proper to appear. 

Wherefore, the Committee proceeded with care and im- 
partiality to examine and consider the evidence laid before 
them in support. of the charge; by which it appeared, that 
the said Coles Townsend had discovered a spirit of oppo- 
sition to the measures adopted for the preservation of Ame- 
rican liberty, both with respect to his being proved guilty 
of the fact alleged against him, as also for his contempt of 
the authority of this Committee in their publick capacity. 

Wherefore, the Committee find themselves under the 
necessity of making publick the conduct of the said Coles 
Townsend,, as a violator of the Continental Association ; 
and that, according to the tenor thereof, every true friend 
to the freedom of this Country ought immediately to break 
off all connections with him, and treat him as a foe to the 
rights of British America. 

Tuesday, October 10, 1775. 

Pursuant to a citation issued for that purpose, Amos 
Knapp, of said Greenwich, appeared this day before the 
above Committee, to answer to a complaint brought against 
him for cursing the honourable Continental Congress, with 
all the leading men of the Country, and threatening to join 
the enemy, in case the King's standard was erected; and 
he being confronted by three creditable witnesses, who 
have fully proved the facts with which he stood charged, 
the Committee have ordered to disarm the said Amos 
Knapp immediately; and he is hereby held up to publick 
view, as an avowed enemy to his Country, and as such it 
is recommended to treat him accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Chairman do transmit copies of the 
foregoing judgments to the press. 

Nehemiah Mead, Chairman. 
John Mackay, Clerk Com. 



pownalborough (Massachusetts) committee. 

Pownalborough, October 3, 1775. 

We, the subscribers, Committee of Correspondence and 
Committees of Inspection in the East and West Precincts 
in Pownalborough, hereby testify, that Mr. Abiel Wood, 
being an inhabitant amongst us, we are acquainted with his 
conduct in general, and some of us have had occasion par- 
ticularly to inquire into it, and really believe him to be a 
friend to his Country and American liberty, notwithstand- 
ing a late publication to the contrary, by a part of a former 
Committee of Inspection for the East Precinct in said 
Town. We farther say, this appears to be the mind of 
the Town, in respect to Mr. Wood; for, at a meeting duly 
warned, they took the conduct of said former Committee, 
relative to Mr. Wood, into consideration, disapproved of 
it, and unanimously dismissed them. 

Michael Sevy, Richard Kidder, 

John Decker, Jr., Edmund Bridge, 

Committee of Correspondence. 

Moses Carlton, John Boynton, 

John Groves, Jona. Spafford, 

Jeremiah Daston, Abraham Nason, 
Abijah Dickinson, 

Committee of Inspection in the East Precinct. 
Saml. Goodwin, Jr., Francis Rittley, 
Stephen Brown, Samuel Emerson, 

Richard Kidder, Edmund Bridge, 
Committee of Inspection in the West Precinct. 



EDICT BY THE KING OF DENMARK. 

Copenhagen, October 4, 1775. 

An edict has been published here, prohibiting the ex- 
portation of warlike stores, and other articles of commerce 
serving for military armaments, to the Danish Colonies, of 
which the following is a translation : 

" We, Christian the Seventh, by the grace of God, 
King of Denmark and Norway, &lc, Sic, he. Whereas 
His Majesty the King of Great Britain has desired us to 
forbid our subjects giving any manner of assistance to the 
inhabitants of North-America, who are engaged in open 
war against England, and we are disposed to comply with 
this friendly requisition : therefore we will and enjoin, by 
these presents, all our subjects, whether traders or others, 
not to presume, till our pleasure be farther made known, 
to send, for the purpose of traffick, either for their own 
account or that of others, unto our Islands and Colonies in 
America, on board ships carrying our flag, or provided 
with our sea passports, any Ammunition or other commodi- 
ties whatever, serving for warlike armaments and consider- 
ed as articles of trade, or to take part in any such contra- 
band trade, which is disagreeable to us, and liable to many 
misfortunes to themselves; the whole on pain of arbitrary 
and severe punishment for those who shall presume lo 
infringe this our gracious ordinance. 

"To which all and singular our Custom-House officers 
in our Kingdoms of Denmark and Norway, and in our 
Principalities, as also our Governour-General, Regency, 
and Council, in our West-India Islands, are respectfully to 
conform themselves; and by so doing will be indemnified 
for all damages. 

"Given under our royal hand and seal, in our Royal 
Castle of Fredensburgh, the fourth of October, 1775. 

" Christian R. 

"Countersigned, Moltke. Prcctorius. Erichsen. 

Trant." 



ADDRESS OF THE ROYAL BURGH OF DUMBARTON. 

Address of the Magistrates, Town Council, and Incor- 
porations of the Royal Burgh of Dumbarton, presented to 
His Majesty by the Right Honourable Lord Frederick 
Campbell, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Magistrates, Town Council, 
and Incorporations of the Royal Burgh of Dumbar- 
ton. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Magistrates, Town Council, and Incorporations of the 
Royal Burgh of Dumbarton, sensible of the many bless- 
ings enjoyed by us of this Country, in common with those 
of your Majesty's other Dominions, during a reign remark- 
able for its moderation, feel the greatest abhorrence of that 
unnatural rebellion which has been encouraged by some 
licentious and designing persons at home, and which now 
rages with savage cruelty in your Colonies in America. 

It is with the deepest concern that we observe the ne- 
cessity to which the Parent State is reduced, of correcting 
these ungrateful and undutiful children by vigorous mea- 
sures; and we humbly beg leave to assure your Majesty, 
that we are ready and will cheerfully do all in our power 
to vindicate and support the dignity of your Crown and 
person, and the rights of your people, against these deluded 
Rebels. 

Signed at Dumbarton, the fourth day of October, 1775 
years, in name and by appointment of the Magistrates, 
Town Council, and Incorporations of the Burgh, by 

James Colquhoun. 



LONDON ASSOCIATION. 

Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, October 4, 1775. 

As on the part of Administration some wanton exertions 
of despotick power have justly spread an alarm throughout 
the Kingdom, the People cannot with too much vigilance 
protect their few remaining rights from violation. 

The liberty of the Press hath ever been esteemed as one 
of the choicest blessings a free People can enjoy ; yet we 
have seen the destruction of that liberty but too successfully 
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attempted by the instruments of despotism. Prosecutions 
have been commenced by the officers of the Crown, appa- 
rently for no other purpose than that of silencing the Press, 
by denouncing ruin to such Printers as shall discharge their 
duty to the publick with the becoming spirit of Englishmen. 
Nor is this all. In the very mode of prosecution an eye 
hath been had to Star Chamber tyranny. The Printers 
of our newspapers have not been presented on the oaths 
of jurors, but on the bare suggestion of an officer of the 
Crown, who, by filing information, ex-officio, against His 
Majesty's innocent subjects, (to whom no crime whatever 
hath been imputed by their peers,) thereby supersedes the 
utility of grand juries, in direct violation of Magna Charta, 
and to the total overthrow of the great bulwark of English 
liberties. 

Conceiving an opposition to such oppressive measures 
to be a duty incumbent on the People at large; desirous as 
well of rescuing the Press from the shackles of Ministerial 
slavery, as of affording some protection to those Printers 
who may otherwise suffer in the cause of liberty, the mem- 
bers of the London Association have determined to support 
the freedom of the Press upon true constitutional grounds, 
and they have therefore agreed to the following Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved, That the freedom of the Press is essential to 
the existence of a free Government. 

Resolved, That by a judicious exercise of the freedom 
of the Press the minds of men are enlightened ; knowledge, 
both civil and religious, is diffused, and the People are 
taught to prize as inestimable those political rights secured 
by the Revolution. 

Resolved, That any attempt totally to destroy, or par- 
tially to infringe the liberty of the Press, is to frustrate the 
bles_sings we, as Protestants, enjoy from the Reformation, 
and to violate the privileges we, as Englishmen, inherit from 
the laws and Constitution of our Country. 

Resolved, That the ex-officio Informations filed by the 
Attorney-General are unconstitutional stretches of arbitrary 
power, tending as effectually to destroy the liberty of the 
Press, as the most arbitrary process that ever issued from 
the Star Chamber during the reigns of the detestable Stu- 
arts. 

Resolved, That as we are well convinced of the despotick 
intentions of Ministry, we will endeavour to defeat their 
attempts to exercise an improper jurisdiction over the Press. 
Should any effort be made to revive the office of a Licens- 
er, we will oppose it as unwarrantable ; and should any ex- 
pounder of the laws (for judges are no more) sport with the 
sacred Charter of our liberties, and tamper with juries on 
questions relative to the freedom of the Press, we will 
never cease our struggles until a criminal of such magnitude 
is made amenable to Parliamentary justice. 

Resolved, That at the same time as we wish to cherish 
the liberty, we would entirely discountenance the licen- 
tiousness of the Press. Publications, therefore, which have 
a tendency to depreciate the Revolution, whether they 
assume the title of •'Memoirs," "Histories," or "State 
Compilations," are equally to be reprobated, as so many 
atrocious libels on that happy establishment secured to us 
by the accession of the illustrious House of Hanover. 

Resolved, That if those Printers who have shown them- 
selves favourable to the rights of British subjects shall be 
harassed by expensive prosecutions, (nominally at the suit 
of the Crown, but virtually and substantially at the instiga- 
tion of the Ministry, and certainly at the expense of the 
People,) we will patronise such Printers, that freedom of 
the Press may not be wounded through their sides. 

Resolved, That this Association will appropriate the sum 
of one hundred Pounds out of their fund, to be expended 
as occasion may require, in the defence of the Printers of 
such papers as shall appear to have the most just claim to 
publick protection. 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to every 
friend of civil and religious liberty throughout the Km»-- 
dom, to assist in an undertaking, the utility of which is self 
evident; for as to the revival of letters we owe our deliver- 
ance from Monkish superstition, so to the freedom of the 
Press alone shall we be indebted, if the liberties of our 
Country survive the wishes of Administration. 

Signed by order of the Association : 

Thomas Joel, Secretary. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 4, 1775, 

Gentlemen: We take the liberty to enclose a proposal 
made by a merchant of New- York, for obtaining gunpow- 
der. As we are not competent to give permission for the 
voyage proposed, we submit the same to you, and request 
your direction as soon as possible. 

We are, most respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servants. 

By order: Nathl. Woodiiull, President. 

To the Hon. the Continental Congress. 



New- York, September 27, 1775. 

Sir: About the 1st of July last 1 sailed from this place, 
bound to Martinico and Guadaloupe, amongst the French 
Islands, provided with necessary letters and interest, with 
the sole intention of procuring a quantity of gunpowder 
and ammunition for the use of this Colony ; but on my ar- 
rival at those places, found that the whole that could be 
procured had been bought up and shipped off in one or 
two vessels from this place and Philadelphia. During my 
stay at Martinico, as 1 was particularly recommended to 
and connected with George Mitchell, Esq., the English 
agent, a principal merchant there, and interpreter to the 
Governour; he, in confidence, informed me that several of 
their merchantmen that had sailed for old France, and were 
expected to return about the last of October or the first of 
November, had carried out large orders for powder, and 
that he expected a large quantity, the most of which would 
fall under his management and disposal, and proposed to 
supply me with any quantity ; and previous to my entering 
into a contract with him, he obtained permission of the 
Governour for my vessel to return there and trade without 
molestation. In consequence of which he engaged to de- 
liver me five tons or upwards, on condition of my return 
with my vessel-load of flour, about five hundred barrels. 
I therefore request, as you are a member of the Provincial 
Congress, if you think proper to lay this matter before 
them, to submit the importance of it to their consideration ; 
and should they think proper to encourage my completing 
this contract, and grant me a permission to load for that 
purpose, you are authorized to assure them an ample secu- 
rity shall be given for the faithful performance of it ; that 
the same shall be put into execution with the greatest de- 
spatch, secrecy, and safety, being provided with the com- 
pletest vessel for that purpose, and every other matter 
necessary to ensure success. I am, &c. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 7, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 4, 1775. 

Sir : The enclosed state of information is of such a 
nature, that it is conceived highly proper to communicate 
it with all despatch to the Congress. 

We are, Sir, respectfully, your very humble servants. 

^ ' Nathl. Woodhull, President. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

New-York, October 3, 1775. 

Captain John Hamilton sailed from Liverpool the 17th 
of August, and arrived here last night: says that it was 
reported and believed at Liverpool, and that he saw it in 
the London papers, that thirty Battalions and four Squad- 
ron of Dragoons, in all ten thousand men, were to embark 
at Embden for Boston ; that a part of their baggage was 
already at Embden; that some transports were already ar- 
rived at Embden; that by common report they were to 
sail the middle of August, and that they were to be com- 
manded by a General Officer of their own country. 

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Falmouth, to 
his friends in New-York, dated July 26, 1775. — It is 
confidently said that ten thousand Hanoverians, and some 
Regiments ftom\Great Britain, are to be sent to Boston, 
as a re-enforcement to General Gage's Army ; that Gene- 
ral Gage is to be recalled, at his own request, and Sir Jef- 
fery Amherst is to succeed him. 
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CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OE SAFETY. 

Wednesday, October 4, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
at Lebanon, Present : 

His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, Samuel 
Huntington, Joshua West, Jedediah Elderkin, Benjamin 
Huntington, Esquires. 

Doctor Penuel Cheeney is appointed Physician and Sur- 
geon to the Third Regiment of Forces raised for the defence 
of this Colony, vvitii wages at seven Pounds ten Shillings 
per month. Gave orders to Doctor Cheeney to take Medi- 
cines for the use of said Regiment, to the value of ten 
Pounds, and to draw on the Committee of Pay Table for 
the payment thereof. 

Monday, October 9, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Committee of Safe- 
ty, at Lebanon, Present : 

His Honour the Governour, his Honour the Deputy- 
Governour, Jabez Huntington, Samuel Huntington, Jede- 
diah Elderkin, Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

Captain Hall, of the Brig Minerva, at the request of 
the Continental Congress, is ordered on a cruise with said 
Brig, which this Committee hath given orders for, in pur- 
suance of the directions of Congress, as per Mr. President 
Hancock's Letter, of October 5, 1775. 

Captain Jeremiah Wadsworth is appointed and directed 
to supply said Brig with all the necessary Provisions and 
Warlike Stores for said cruise, as per his order appears. 

Gave an order to Captain Wadsworth, on Mr. Nathan- 
iel Sliaw, Jun., for six hundred weight of Powder, for the 
use of the Minerva on her cruise ; and also gave Captain 
Wadsworth directions to furnish said Brig with Stores and 
Provisions for six months. 

An Answer is given by his Honour the Governour to a 
Letter from the President of the Congress of New- York, 
of the 6th instant, requesting Powder, that we are not able 
at present to give any aid in that article. 

Voted, That an order be drawn in favour of Captain 
Niles, on the Committee of the Pay Table, for one hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, for the use of the Schooner Spy. 
(Order given 9th October, by Mr. Huntington.*) 

The Honourable M. Griswold, Esq., is appointed and 
commissioned, in behalf of his Honour the Governour, to 
meet a Committee of the Congress, and other gentlemen, 
appointed to confer and consult with General Washington, 
at Cambridge, on the 12th day of October instant, on mat- 
ters of importance, &c. ? pursuant to appointment of Con- 
gress, &.C. 

Gave an order to Capt. Jeremiah Wadsworth, on Com- 
mittee of Pay Table, for two thousand Pounds, in Con- 
tinental Bills, to be lent to Captain Wadsworth, and be by 
him replaced. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MAJOR-GENERAL SCHUYLER. 
Camp at Cambridge, October 4, 1775, 

Sir: Your favour of the 20th ultimo came safely to 
hand, and I should have despatched the express much 
sooner, but Colonel Arnold's expedition is so connected 
with your operations, that I thought it most proper to de- 
tain him till I could give you the fullest account of his pro- 
gress. This morning the express I sent him returned, and 
the enclosure No. 1 is a copy of his letter to me. No. 2 
is a copy also of a paper sent me, being the report of a 
reconnoitring party sent out some time ago. You will 
certainly hear from him soon, as I have given him the 
strongest injunctions on this head. Enclosed, No. 3, I 
send you a copy of his instructions. No. 4 is a manifesto, 
of which I have sent a number with him, to disperse through 
Canada. He is supplied with one thousand Pounds, law- 
ful money, in specie, to answer his contingent charges. 

About eight days ago, a brig, from Qjiebeck to Boston, 
was taken and brought into Cape Ann. By some inter- 
cepted letters from Captain Gamble to General Gage and 
Major Shirreff, the account of the temper of the Canadians 
in the American cause is fully confirmed. The Captain 
says, that if Quebeclc should be attacked before C'arleton 
can throw himself into it, there will be a surrender without 
firing a shot. We most anxiously hope you will find sufficient 
employ for Carleton at St. John's and its neighbourhood. 



We at last have the echo of Bunker Hill from England. 
The number of killed and wounded, by General Gage's 
account, nearly corresponds with what we had, viz : one 
thousand one hundred. There does not seem the least 
probability of a change of measures or of Ministers. Gen. 
Gage is recalled from Boston, and sails to-morrow. He is 
succeeded by General Howe. We have had no material 
occurrences since I had the pleasure of writing you last. 
Our principal employ for the present is preparing for the 
winter, as there seems to be no probability of an accommo- 
dation, or any such decision as to make the present Army 
less necessary. I also send you a copy of a letter given 
Col. Arnold, to be communicated to the officers and soldiers. 

The accounts we have of your health give us great con- 
cern, not only on your own account, but that of the pub- 
lick service, which must suffer in consequence. I shall 
most sincerely rejoice to hear of your perfect recovery ; 
and now most fervently wishing you all possible success, 
honour, and safety, I am, dear Sir, your most obedient and 
very humble servant, George Washington. 

To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CAPTAIN DANIEL MORGAN. 
Camp at Cambridge, October 4, 1775. 

Sir: I write you in consequence of information I have 
received, that you and the Captains of the Rifle Compa- 
nies on the detachment against Quebeck, claim an exemp- 
tion from the command of all the field-officers, except 
Colonel Arnold. I understand that this claim is founded 
upon some expressions of mine ; but if you understood me 
in this way, you are much mistaken in my meaning. My 
intention is, and ever was, that every officer should com- 
mand according to his rank. To do otherwise would sub- 
vert all military order and authority, which, I am sure, you 
would not wish or expect. Now the mistake is rectified, 
I trust you will exert yourself to support my intentions, 
ever remembering, that by the same rule that you claim an 
independent command, and break in upon military autho- 
rity, others will do the same by you, and in consequence 
the expedition must terminate in shame and disgrace to 
yourselves, and the reproach and detriment of your Coun- 
try. To a man of true spirit and military character, fur- 
ther argument is unnecessary. I shall therefore recom- 
mend you to preserve the utmost harmony among your- 
selves, to which a due subordination will much contribute ; 
and wishing you all health and success, I remain your very 
humble servant, George Washington. 

To Captain Daniel Morgan, of Rifle Corps. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO COLONEL GLOVER AND MR. MOYLAN. 
Camp at Cambridge, October 4, 1775. 

His Excellency having resolved to equip two armed 
vessels, has empowered you to negotiate this business, in 
which the following directions are to be observed: 

1st. That the vessels be approved sailers, and as well 
found as possible. 

2d. That you have an appraisement made of them by 
indifferent people. 

3d. That you agree, at as reasonable a rate as you can, 
for the hire of the vessels, and, if possible, procure the 
cannon and swivels on loan, and if not, purchase them at 
the cheapest rate per month. 

4th. If you cannot equip them suitably at Salem or Mar- 
blehead, one of you proceed to Newburyport, where there 
are several vessels and sundry cannon provided, suitable 
for this purpose. 

5th. You are, as soon as possible, to send down proper 
directions for the making of the cartridges and providing 
ammunition, and a list of what will be wanted. 

6th. You are to nominate some suitable person at Cape 
Ann, Marblehead, and such other place, where any prizes 
may be sent, as an agent to take care of such prizes, in- 
structing him to give as early information as possible of all 
captures, and the list of the cargoes, as far as he can do it 
from papers. These persons, when nominated by you, to 
receive instructions from Head-Quarters. You are also to 
settle with them the terms; and let them be persons of 
approved good character and known substance. All agree- 
ments, &.C., to be put in writing. 
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7th. All contracts entered into by you jointly, when to- 
gether, or separately in case one should go to Newbury, 
the General will ratify and confirm. 

8th. As soon as either of the vessels are in such for- 
wardness as to be ready to sail in a few days, you are to 
send notice to Head-Quarters, that the officers and men 
may march down. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 



COLONEL JOSETH REED TO COLONEL BENEDICT ARNOLD. 
Camp at Cambridge, October 4, 1775. 

Sir: I have his Excellency's directions to acknowledge 
your favour of the 25th September, by Lieutenant Gray. 
He approves of your disposition, and the order of your 
march, and hopes you will keep ever in your mind the 
lateness of the season, and the necessity of making the ut- 
most despatch. 

By letters from General Schuyler, of the 20th Septem- 
ber, he was at the hle-aux-Noix, waiting for artillery and 
supplies of men and provisions. A detachment which he 
sent to take post between Montreal and St. John's did not 
behave so well as could be wished, upon which they were 
called in, and the whole Army is at the above island, where 
they expect to stay some time, but not probably to exceed 
a few days. 

The accounts of the Canadians and Indians are ex- 
tremely favourable, and we are every moment in expecta- 
tion of hearing something decisive. The General begs 
that you would have as speedy a communication as possi- 
ble, and that you will inform General Schuyler of all your 
motions. The General does not recollect exempting the 
Rifle Companies from the command of all superior offi- 
cers, and is far from intending any such exemption, as it 
would naturally give disgust to those officers, and be ex- 
tremely prejudicial to the service. He has, therefore, wrote 
himself to Captain Morgan, in such terms as will put an 
end to this claim. The harmony which prevails among 
the officers of this detachment is extremely agreeable, and 
it is hoped that this circumstance will not disturb it. As 
the honour and success of the enterprise depend on pre- 
serving a good agreement among yourselves, his Excellen- 
cy desires you to cultivate it in every shape. 

By a brig from Quebeck for Boston, (taken eight days 
ago, in three weeks from the former,) we understand that 
the whole force is drawn from Quebeck to St. John's, and 
that, in its present situation, it must fall into your hands 
without firing a shot ; that there is a great magazine of 
powder and other warlike stores at Quebeck, and the 
French inhabitants and English merchants most favour- 
ably disposed to the American cause. We have also some 
intercepted letters from some officers at Quebeck, to Gen. 
Gage and others, confirming our former accounts of the 
Canadians. 

We hope this delay by General Schuyler will be a hap- 
py circumstance for you, as it may keep Carleton engaged 
at St. John's ; whereas, by his returning from thence, and 
throwing himself into Quebeck, your enterprise would most 
probably be defeated. At present there is not a single 
Regular at Quebeck ; nor have they the least suspicion of 
any danger from any other quarter than Gen. Schuyler. 

We have had no remarkable occurrences in our camp. 
Gen. Gage is ordered home, and sails to-morrow. Gen. 
Howe succeeds. We have the echo of Bunker's Hill from 
England, but it does not seem to have wrought any change 
of men or measures ; nor does there appear any disposition 
of that kind. If any opportunity offers to give us an ac- 
count of your motions, you will not fail to do it. 

Wjshing you all possible honour to yourself, and success 
to your Country, I remain, Sir, your most obedient and 
humble servant, J. Reed. 

'To Colonel Benedict Arnold. 



COLONEL JOSEPH HEED TO THE COMMITTEES OF SALEM AND 
GLOUCESTER. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I am directed by his Excellency General 
Washington, to inform you that he has referred the dispo- 
sal of the cargo of the vessel lately taken within your Dis- 



trict, to the General Court of this Colony, to whom he has 
also recommended the brave captors for a suitable com- 
pensation. He now proposes to equip the vessels as ships 
of war, and immediately to send them on a cruise ; or, if 
these vessels are not fit for the service, to exchange them 
for others, for which purpose he has despatched Colonel 
Glover; and as it will not only be a protection for the 
coast, but probably greatly distress the enemy, his Excel- 
lency requests your kind assistance to Colonel Glover in 
managing this business. 

I am, by his Excellency's orders, most respectfully, 
Gentlemen, your obedient humble servant, 

J. Reed. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO COLONEL JOHN GLOVER. 

Head. Quarters, Cambridge, October 4, 1775. 

Sir: The vote of the General Court is at length re- 
ceived, but in such terms and in such a manner that his 
Excellency the General does not choose to meddle with 
either of the vessels. You will, therefore, on receipt of 
this, take two other vessels, the most suitable for our pur- 
pose, upon the best terms you can. Let them be prime 
sailers, put them into the best order, and lose no time. A 
great number of transports are hourly expected at Boston, 
from England and elsewhere. If you cannot equip them 
with guns suitable from Salem, by going to Neivburyport 
you may find not only a suitable vessel, but have your 
choice of guns for the purpose. As you may have more 
men upon your hands than you will be able to manage, 
Mr. Moylan, the Muster-Master General, is associated 
with you in this business ; and whatever engagements are 
entered into by you and Mr. Moylan, when you may 
happen to be together, or by either, in case one goes to 
Newbury, the General will fully ratify and confirm. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

J. Reed. 
To Colonel John Glover, Marblehead. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OP 
SAFETY. 

Winter Hill, October 4, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Your favour of the 28th ultimo is now be- 
fore me. I am extremely sorry that you have had such unex- 
pected trouble about the New-Hampshire Forces. I am 
well apprized of your original contract, and suppose there 
would not have been any difficulty, had it not arisen from 
the adoption of the Army by the Continent, and the gen- 
eral orders for the Colonies to pay their Troops up to the 
4tliof August ; which the other Colonies complying with, 
and the New-Hampshire neglecting, caused the uneasiness 
among the soldiers. I suppose the orders were not sea- 
sonably made known to you, which may, perhaps, be in 
some measure my fault ; but it being more peculiarly their 
province to acquaint you, I left it with them, especially as 
my hurry would scarcely permit me to write a line. I 
know General Washington thought of paying them off 
with Continental money ; but that not coming to hand, 
he found a failure of his promise, and disorders would be 
inevitable, unless some of the Colonies could advance 
the money for their Troops. He applied to me. 1 told 
him I supposed our Colony could do it as well as not, 
as it would eventually be only exchanging your money 
for Continental money. He also required that the seve- 
ral Colonies should clear off with those men up to the 
4th of August, and after that the Continent was to pay 
them and reimburse the Colonies. This occasioned the 
postscript in my letter, in favour of those who went with 
Colonel Arnold ; and sure I am that no difficulty could 
arise, as the money carries no interest, and you are to re- 
ceive Continental money for all you advance; therefore, I 
might well be excused in telling General Washington that 
New-Hampshire could and would as willingly do it as Con- 
necticut and Rhode-Island. You ask me where the great 
defect has been. 1 never said it laid with you, but that 
there was a defect somewhere; and I think you have, with- 
out my assistance, been pleased to point it out. 

You say that the general orders were not made known 
to you, which surely the Committee ought to have done ; 
and had I suspected they would have been deficient in their 
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duty, should, amidst the hurry and confusion I then was in, 
have done it myself. 

You said you understood there were only a few blankets 
in arrear; which not being the case, the persons in whom 
you confided must have been deficient in giving you proper 
information. 

You say that Mr. Rollins had orders, in July last, to pro- 
vide a hundred coats ; this was not done, nor has that atten- 
tion been paid to your order which you might reasonably 
expect. 1 hope, therefore, you, gentlemen, will readily 
agree with me that there was a defect somewhere, and, 
without my assistance, find where to place it. I should be 
extremely sorry to have it thought I meant to censure or 
condemn so respectable a body as the Committee of Safety. 
I suppose it my duty to write facts as they are ; I shall 
thereby do justice to you, and acquit myself of tbe charge 
of indolence and inattention. 

I am sorry to find that you have so just a foundation for 
hinting that some of the officers raise difficulties themselves, 
and then instil them into the minds of the men. I believe 
that is too often the case ; but from whatever source these 
difficulties spring, the trouble to me, and dishonour to the 
Troops, and consequently to the Province, is equally the 
same. I shall use my endeavours to make the terms you 
propose in your letter as agreeable as possible to the men, 
and spare no pains in endeavouring to keep the Troops 
from troubling you with complaints. 

Gentlemen, 1 am, with great respect, your most obedi- 
ent servant, John Sullivan. 

Honourable Committee of Safety. 



ADDRESS OF THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE FOR THE 
COUNTY OF DEVON. 

Address of the Justices, assembled at the General Quar- 
ter Sessions of the Peace, held at the Castle of Exeter, in 
and for the County of Devon, on the 5th day of October, 
1775; presented to His Majesty by Sir Richard Warwicke 
Bampfylde, Baronet, one of the Representatives of the 
said County in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address o/Jas. Carrington, Cleric. Chair- 
man; Sir Richard Warwicke Bampfylde, Baronet; 
Sir Thomas D. Acland, Baronet ; Sir John Duntze, 
Baronet; Thomas Putt, Paul, Orchard, Francis 
Bassett, Francis Buller, Richard Inglett, Tho- 
mas Taylor, James Pittman, William Kitson, John 
Wills, John Russell Moore, Esq's; Samuel Newte, 
John Chuwys, Richard Lewis, George Cooke, and 
Richard Bawden, Clerks, Justices assigned to keep the 
peace, and to hear and determine divers felonies, tres- 
passes, and misdemeanors, within the County of Devon, 
assembled at their General Quarter Sessions of the 
Peace, held at the Castle of Exeter, in and for the 
said County, the fifth day of October, one thousand 
seven hundred, and seventy -five. 

We, your Majesty's very dutiful and loyal subjects, duly 
sensible of the many blessings which we enjoy under your 
Majesty's auspicious Government, beg leave to approach 
your throne, in this alarming crisis of publick affairs, with 
every testimony of our sincerest duty and affection for your 
Majesty's sacred person and Government, and to assure 
your Majesty that, although we cannot divest ourselves of 
those feelings of humanity which induce us to lament the 
miseries which our deluded fellow-subjects in America have 
brought upon themselves by that daring abuse which they 
have made of your parental tenderness and forbearance 
towards them, whereby your Majesty has been compelled, 
much against the benevolent sentiments of your own heart, 
to make the. last appeal, in order to reduce them to their 
duty. And although we earnestly wish, agreeably to those 
feelings, to stop the farther effusion of human blood by 
every conciliating measure which can be devised, consist- 
ently with the dignity and safety of the supreme legislative 
authority of this Realm, yet, as good subjects, we cannot 
forbear testifying, at this important juncture, our unfeigned 
readiness to strengthen the hands of Government, by giving 
every assistance in our power towards accomplishing the 
most desirable event ; that, by the wisdom and firmness of 
your Councils, you may be able to bring back the mis- 



guided inhabitants of your American Dominions to a just 
sense of their duty, and a peaceable submission to the laws 
of their Mother Country. 

And we should be wanting to ourselves and to our duty, 
as the guardians of the publick peace, did we pass over in 
silence, and were we not openly to declare our disappro- 
bation of those associations which have been endeavoured 
to be procured by circular letters and factious emissaries, 
dispersed throughout the Kingdom, in order to disturb the 
peace of your Majesty's Dominions, and in open defiance 
of your late royal Proclamation ; for which daring insult, 
(big with every mischief,) offered to the powers with which 
your Majesty is invested for the security of the publick 
tranquillity, we beseech your Majesty that the propagators 
and abetters of such insidious measures may be brought 
to speedy and condign punishment. 

And we earnestly supplicate the great Disposer of all 
things to give stability and success to every constitutional 
measure, which your Majesty's wisdom and care for your 
people shall deem necessary, for re-establishing the publick 
peace and tranquillity of your Colonies ; and that you may 
long continue to reign in the hearts of a dutiful and united 
people, in the full enjoyment of every earthly blessing, is 
our most earnest and ardent prayer. By the Court: 

John Helliar, Clerk of the Peace. 

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, October 5, 1775. 

Sir: The Congress having this day received certain 
intelligence of the sailing of two north country built brigs, 
of no force, from England, on the 11th of August last, 
loaded with six thousand stand of arms, and a very large 
quantity of powder and other stores, for Quebeclc, without 
convoy; and as it is of great importance, if possible, to in- 
tercept them, I am ordered by the Congress to give you 
this information, and to desire you immediately to apply to 
the Council of Massachusetts-Bay for two armed vessels in 
their service, and despatch the same, with a sufficient num- 
ber of people, stores, and particularly a number of oars, in 
order, if possible, to intercept said brigs and their cargoes, 
and secure the same for the use of the Continent. It is 
also their desire that you give orders to the commanders of 
the vessels you send on this service, to seize and lake any 
other transports, laden with ammunition, clothing, or other 
stores, for the use of the Ministerial Army or Navy in 
America, which they may meet with, and secure them in the 
most convenient places for the purpose abovementioned. 

That you give the commander or commanders such in- 
structions as are necessary, and also proper encouragement 
to the marines and seamen that shall be sent on this enter- 
prise ; that the instructions you shall give be delivered to 
the commander or commanders, sealed up, with orders not 
to open the same until out of sight of land, on account of 
secrecy. If the vessels in the service of the Massachu- 
setts-Bay can be readily obtained, you are to employ them, 
and others, if you should think more necessary, to effect 
the purposes aforesaid ; if they cannot, you will employ 
such as can be soonest fitted out. At the same time I am 
directed to inform you that the Rhode-Island and Connec- 
ticut vessels of force, if possible, will be directly sent after, 
to the assistance of those you send out ; for which purpose 
I write, by order of Congress, to those Governments, by 
this conveyance. 

For the encouragement of the men employed in this ser- 
vice, I am to inform you that the Congress have deter- 
mined that, on this occasion, the master, officers, and sea- 
men, shall be entitled to one-half of the value of the prizes 
by them taken ; the wages they receive from their respec- 
tive Colonies notwithstanding. It is farther resolved, that 
the ships or vessels of war, employed in this service, are to 
be on the Continental risk and pay during their being thus 
employed. 

For further intelligence I must refer you to the enclosed, 
which I have not time to copy, as I am ordered immedi- 
ately to despatch the express. 

I have the honour to be, Stc, 

John Hancock, President. 
To General Washington. 

P. S. The enclosed please to order to be delivered to the 
Council of Massachusetts-Bay. 
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PRESIDENT OF C0NGEE3S TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS. 

Philadelphia, October 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen : It having been represented to the Con- 
gress that you have in the employ of the Colony of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay two armed vessels, and a particular service 
being recommended to General Washington, the prosecu- 
tion of which will require those vessels, I am directed by 
the Congress to inform you that General Washington is 
instructed to make application to you for those vessels. 
And I am particularly authorized to desire yon will put said 
vessels, for this service, under the General's command and 
direction, and that you furnish him instantly with every 
necessary in your power, at the expense of the Continent ; 
and in case those armed vessels cannot be employed in this 
service, you are earnestly requested to afford your utmost 
assistance, in every matter that the General may have occa- 
sion to apply to you upon, in the prosecution of the pub- 
lick service. 

I have the honour to be, with esteem, fee, 

John Hancock, President.* 

To the Honourable Members of the Council of Massachu- 
setts-Bay. 



SUSSEX COUNTY (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE. 
In Committee, Sussex County, New-Jersey, October 5, 1775. 

George McMurtrie, of Hardwick, being brought before 
this Committee, and charged with having spoke very con- 
temptuously and disrespectfully of the Continental and Pro- 
vincial Congresses ; which being fully proved, it is resolved 
that the s.aid George McMurtrie be advertised in the pub- 
lick prints as an enemy to his Country, and that no person 
or persons have any dealings or connection with him until 
he shall cause an acknowledgment of his fault to be pub- 
lished in one of the New-York or Philadelphia newspa- 
pers, on pain of being deemed inimical to the liberties of chest in this department 



quisition for ammunition ; but I have not an ounce of pow* 
der that 1 can command, nor do I expect any, unless the 
New-York Congress can send me some, to whom I wrote 
on the 29th ultimo, by express, and begged they would 
send five tons, if they could, in row-boats, that no delay 
might be made. 

The Paymaster-General is now here, and very much 
indisposed indeed. He proposed to resign the employ- 
ment, as he is apprehensive that he will not be able again 
to cross the Lakes. I am fully convinced that it will bo 
the case ; but as a new appointment during this campaign 
will be introductory of confusion, I have requested him to 
return to Albany, and have taken the liberty to give him 
an order to appoint a Deputy. The Paymaster-General's 
appointment, I understand, will not afford of his paying a 
Deputy. I mention this, that Congress may signify their 
pleasure on the subject. 

Should Congress approve of having the troops that are 
or have been employed in this department paid by rolls, 
drawn in the form of the enclosed, it will be necessary 
that I should be furnished with the accounts of what pay 
only has been advanced to them ; for which purpose, an 
order should go to the Governour of Connecticut, Massa- 
chusetts-Bay Congress, that of New- York, and that of 
New-Hampshire, to furnish me with the accounts, specifying 
the persons' names to whom money has been advanced by 
their order. 

On further consideration, I find this order will be neces- 
sary, even if Congress should not think proper to adopt my 
mode of payment ; for I labour under difficulties in com- 
plying with applications for money, as I do not know but I 
may overrun the mark. 

The first one hundred thousand Dollars issued to Mr. 
Trumbull are expended ; and as I shall have large calls on 
me, from Canada and other quarters, I beg leave to men- 
tion the necessity there is of a fresh supply to the military 



America. 



By order of the Committee : 

Jacob McCollom, Chairman pro tern. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF THE CONGRESS. 
[Road October 16,1775.] 

Ticonderoga, October 5, 1775. 

Sir: Yesterday morning I received a letter from General 
Montgomery, enclosing sundry papers, copies of which 
(Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, together with a copy of another 
letter, No. 6, received this morning, and which was written 
before that marked No. 1) I now do myself the honour to 
transmit you. 

I am very apprehensive of disagreeable consequences 
arising from Mr. Allen's imprudence. I always dreaded 
his impatience of subordination ; and it was not until after 
a solemn promise, made me in the presence of several offi- 
cers, that he would demean himself properly, that I would 
permit him to attend the Army; nor would 1 have con- 
sented then, had not his solicitations been backed by several 
officers. 

By the enclosed return, No. 7, Congress will perceive 
what troops have joined the Army since I left it, and what 
provisions, fee., have been forwarded to it. The Cana- 
dians destroy a great quantity of provisions, and much 
waste is committed by our people, in despite of every order 
issued to prevent it. The expense of this article will 
amaze Congress. However, if the issuing Commissaries 
had done their duty, and obeyed the orders that were given 
them by the Commissary-General or me, 1 should have had 
it in my power to have detected every Quartermaster, or 
other, who has drawn a greater quantity of provision than 
what was due, and the Regiments might have been charged 
with it. 

Such crowds of sick are daily returning from the Army, 

that although I had thoughts of leaving General Wooster's 

corps at Albany, I have found it necessary to order them up. 

1 wish I could comply with General Montgomery's re- 

* A letter was at the same time written to Governour Cooke, of 
Rhode-Island, desiring him to send the armed vessels, belonging to that 
Colony, on the above enterprise, with the precautions mentioned in the 
letter to the General. 

A like letter was also written to Governour Trumbull, of Connec- 
ticut, to employ, under the like precautions, the largest of the armed 
vossjls, belonging to that Colony, pn saM enterprise, 



I am rather better than when I did myself the honour to 
write you last, having yesterday, for the first time, ventured 
to ride out two or three hundred yards. 

Should I receive your orders to engage troops for the 
winter service, I propose to give the offers of commissions 
to the officers of the Army as they stand in rank, unless 
you direct otherwise, which I hope will be agreeable. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your Honour's most obedi- 
ent and most humble servant, t> 

' JTHILIP 5CHUYLER. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 



[No. I.J 
GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp near St. John's, September 28, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Since mine of this morning, I have received 
a letter from Mr. Livingston, and another from Colonel 
Warner, who is at La Prairie, acquainting me that Colo- 
nel Allen has passed the river to Montreal, or below it, 
rather, with thirty of our men and fifty Canadians : that 
he had been attacked by a superior party from the garri- 
son ; that he was taken prisoner, two or three killed, and 
as many more wounded; and that the rest took to their 
heels. I have to lament Mr. Allen's imprudence and 
ambition, which urged him to this affair single handed, 
when he might have had a considerable re-enforcement. 
I send you all the letters I have had on this subject. The 
provisions came seasonably, and have given no small relief 
to my anxiety. 

I find there were orders from you, for the removal of the 
hospital stores. This I knew nothing of when I wrote this 
morning. 

I am exceedingly sorry to hear your recovery does not 
advance as I could wish it. I am much obliged to you 
for the sugar and beef, all which has come here safe. 

Adieu, fee, fee, Richard Montgomery. 

To General Schuyler. 

[No. 2.] 

JAMES LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Camp at Point OHvde, near Chambly, Sr;pt. 27, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I have sent you four men, who will engage 
to bring you two or three pieces of cannon down the rapids, 
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in a batteau, at night. This is of great consequence ; and 
while you are bombarding the fort at St. John's, we may 
do the like at Chambly. A small guard might be sent to 
Mr. Hazen's, in case they should be attacked by batteaus 
from St. John's. 

Colonel Allen crossed over from Longeuil the day 
before yesterday, to attack the Town, with a party of his 
men and Canadians. General Prcscott, hearing of his 
coming, engaged a number of people from the suburbs, at 
a half joe per man, to go out against Allen. They met 
near a league from town, when a smart engagement ensued, 
which lasted upwards of two hours. They had two field- 
pieces, and our party, after a long engagement, were obliged 
to retire, though the enemy, by all accounts, came off 
second best. I have sent off Mr. O'Hara, express, to 
Longeuil, to learn the true state of this battle. The Ca- 
nadians that have returned to me, from the battle, agree, 
in general, that Mr. Allen is either dead or taken prisoner. 
This, if true, is a blow upon us. To-morrow we propose 
to have a consultation at Longeuil. Our greatest misfor- 
tune is the want of ammunition. Mr. Allen should never 
have attempted to attack the Town without my know- 
ledge, or acquainting me of his design, as I had it in my 
power to furnish him with a number of men. This retreat 
of our men may be a hurt to us, and weaken our party. 1 
have just sent down the river for a re-enforcement, and 
will keep them ready against the arrival of your cannon. 
I could wish to make a bold push against the Town, 
though nothing can be done without cannon. I hope your 
batteries are ready to play against St. John's by this 
time. 

If you write to the Congress soon, you will be kind 
enough to recommend me to them as your goodness may 
direct you. Whenever my Country calls upon me to its 
assistance, 1 shall be always ready to do my duty. I could 
wish this Province was already united to the others, and 
cannot expect much peace until that takes place. 

I am, with the greatest esteem, yours, &tc, 
To General Montgomery. ' James Livingston. 

P. S. Since my writing this, my guards have taken 
several prisoners, and have examined them separately. 
They all agree that St. John's cannot hold out long. Your 
bombs and cannon do mighty execution. Above thirty of 
the Canadians have deserted from there, and the remainder 
wait a proper opportunity. I find they intend pushing 
their way through our intrenchment this side St. John's, 
with some pieces of cannon, to get to Chamhly, and from 
thence to Quebeck. You will be kind enough to put 
Colonel Bedel upon his guard, to prevent their passing his 
intrenchment, and recall his force from La Prairie. 

[No. 3.] 
COLONEL SETH WARNER TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. . 

La Prairie, September 27, 1775. 

May it please your Honour : I have the disagreeable 
news to write you, that Colonel Allen hath met with a de- 
feat, by a stronger force, which sallied out from the Town 
of Montreal, after he had crossed the river, about a mile 
below the Town. I have no certain knowledge, as yet, 
whether he is killed, taken, or fled ; but his defeat hath 
put the French people into great consternation. They are 
much concerned, for fear of a company coming over against 
us. Furthermore, the Indian chiefs were at Montreal *t 
the time of Allen's battle, and there were a number of the 
Caughnawaga Indians in the battle against Allen, and 
the people are very fearful of the Indians. There were 
six in here last night, I suppose sent as spies. I asked the 
Indians concerning their appearing against us in every bat- 
tle; their answer to me was, that Carlcton made them 
drunk, and drove them to it ; but they said they would do 
so no more. 

I should think it proper to keep a party at Longeuil, 
and my party is not big enough to divide. If I must tarry 
here, I should be glad of my Regiment, for my party is 
made up with different Companies in different Regiments, 
and my regulation is not so good as I could wish, for subor- 
dination to your orders is my pleasure. 

I am, Sir, with submission, your humble servant, 

rp n I ii , Set ii Warner. 

lo General Montgomery. 



[No. 4.] 
MAJOR TIMOTHY BEDEL TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Camp near St. John's, September 28, 1775. 

Sir: I am this moment informed by some of our men, 
just arrived from La Prairie, of the defeat of Col. Allen 
and his party. I cannot understand that we have had any 
great loss; some few slightly wounded. Colonel Allen is 
either killed or taken prisoner. Some of the principal 
merchants who came out of Montreal are killed, and some 
wounded. We had not above thirty of our men there, 
and about sixty of the Canadians, i understand there 
were not above fifty men that had arms ; and a consider- 
able number of Canadians came out, with some Regulars. 
I am sorry things were not done more prudently, Sir. 

I have just now received a letter from Esq. Livingston, 
who informs me that he has taken some prisoners ; that 
the deserters from the fort amount to thirty men, and that 
a considerable number wait for an opportunity ; and the 
prisoners inform him that their intentions are to force our 
breastworks with two or three pieces of cannon. You 
know our strength here ; for God's sake, pray send me a 
party of Easton's Regiment, as I cannot, as affairs stand, 
draw the party from La Prairie. I shall leave it to your 
Honour what you think is best, but should be glad of a re- 
enforcement. We have a great many sick. 

I am, Sir, your much esteemed friend and humble ser- 
vant, Timothy Bedel. 

To General Montgomery. 

P. S. A party must be kept at La Prairie and Longeuil, 
for the security of those who have been our friends; other- 
wise, we may expect that trouble will come upon them, 
and then of course they will be our enemies. A little cash 
we must have ; Warner wants money, and we cannot do 
without. 

[No. 5.] 
NOTE FROM SETH WARNER. 

This moment arrived from Colonel Allen's defeat, Cap- 
tain Duggan, with the following intelligence : Col. Allen 
is absolutely taken captive into Montreal, with a few more, 
and about two or three killed, and about as many wounded. 
The living are not all come in. Something of a slaughter 
made among the King's troops. 

From yours to serve, Seth Warner, 

[No. G.] 
GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp near St. John's, September 28, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Since my last of the 24th, we have opened 
a battery, of two twelve-pounders, upon the ship-yards and 
schooner. She was obliged immediately to haul near the 
wharf, or rather as near the north end of the fort as she could 
go. This battery is screened from the guns of the fort 
by an epaulement, in a good measure. I fear I have neither 
men nor ammunition to carry on any attack with success, 
to which purpose it would be absolutely necessary to occupy 
a very advantageous piece of rising ground on the west 
side, and there erect my batteries, to reach their defences. 
The largest of the mortars is useless, and on the mortars I 
principally depended for distressing the garrison. 

The weather has been and still is so exceeding bad, and 
the encampment so swampy, that I feel exceedingly for the 
Troops, and withal provision so scanty (flour as well as pork) 
that it will require not only good fortune, but despatch, to 
keep us from distress. I hope the thirteen-inch mortar and 
more powder are on the way. Allen, Warner, and Brown, 
are at La Prairie and Longeuil, with a party of our troops, 
and some Canadians ; how many I cannot tell. They 
speak well of the good disposition of the Canadians. They 
have a project of making an attempt on Montreal. I fear 
the troops are not fit for it. Mr. Carlcton has certainly 
left that Town, and it is in a very defenceless situation. 

As this garrison is shut up, I hope the Kcnnebeck 
expedition will meet with no obstruction in the attack upon 
Quebeck. Should things not go well, I tremble for the 
fate of the poor Canadians, who have ventured so much. 
W T hat shall I do with them, should we be obliged to evacuate 
the country ? though I hope this will not be the case. If 
possible, do not let us want ammunition, my dear General. 

I have seen Mr. Livingston; he has a considerable bodv 
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of Canadians in arms at Chambly; is very active, and they 

have great confidence in him, I believe. I wish to have 

him taken notice of by the Congress, in a manner suitable 

to his services and the risk he runs. 

I am, my dear Sir, &c, Stc, 

rp n i c. 7 , Richard Montgomery. 

lo General Schuyler. 

P. S. T send ten boats, manned with the naked and 
lazy. The enemy have launched a row-galley. 

[No. 7.] 

Return of Men sent northward since the one. hundred and 

forty of Easton's, mentioned in my Letter ofWth inst. 

Colonel McDougall's New-Yorkers, 123, officers inclu- 
ded; Col. Warner' s,V6 l Z; Col. Clin ton's ,402; total, 657. 

About 350 of the men took twenty days' provision, the 
others eight days'. 

Provisions: 341 barrels of pork; 29 do. beef; 416 
do. flour; 48 do. rum; 4 tierces rice; 7 firkins butter; 
5 barrels of sugar; 1 do. vinegar; 2 boxes chocolate. 

Ammunition: 3,650 pounds of powder; 4 boxes of 
musket ball; 200 ball, twelve-pounders; 200 ball, six- 
pounders ; 90 shells, five inch diameter ; 30 shells, seven 
inch diameter; I mortar and bed, thirteen inch diameter; 
120 fusees; 43 bunches grape-shot; 4 bushels grape-shot; 
•1 oil cloths. 

Stamford (Connecticut) committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection and Ob- 
servation, held in Stamford, on Thursday, the 5th day of 
October, 1775 : 

Personally appeared Obadiah Seely, Jun., and Gideon 
Lownsberry ; they having been cited to appear before said 
Committee, for speaking disrespectfully of the honourable 
Continental Congress, and in many other instances acting 
inimically to the liberties of America; and after hearing 
the evidence brought against them, the Committee afore- 
said proceeded to pass sentence, and, agreeable to the direc- 
tions of said Congress, resolved to hold up said Seely and 
Lownsberry to publick view, as enemies to the liberties of 
their Country; hereby recommending it to all, to break off 
all commerce, dealings, and connection with them. 

Ordered, That the Clerk send a copy of the above 
Resolve, to be inserted in the New-York Journal. 

A true copy from the Minutes : 

John Hait, Jun., Com. Cleric. 

I acknowledge I have at several times spoken in favour 
of the laws of taxation, and against the measures pursued 
by America to procure redress, and have thereby justly 
merited the displeasure of my Country, and for which I 
beg forgiveness, and do solemnly promise to submit to the 
rules of the Continental and Provincial Congresses, and that 
T never will speak or act in opposition to their order, but 
will conduct according to their directions, to the utmost of 
my power; and this I desire should be published in the 
publick prints. Lemuel Bower. 



GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, October 5, 1775. 

By the arrival of the Cerberus, on the 26th ultimo, I am 
honoured with your Lordship's despatch of the 2d day of 
August, enclosing a commission, whereby I am appointed, 
in the absence of Lieutenant-General Gage, to command in 
chief all His Majesty's Forces employed or to be employed 
within the Colonies lying on the Atlantick Ocean. 

Your Lordship may rely upon my utmost endeavours to 
forward His Majesty's service in the important department 
with which I am honoured ; and I enter upon it with 
greater cheerfulness, from the knowledge I have of the 
superior abilities of Major-Generals Clinton and Burgoyne, 
upon whose support and assistance I can place the best 
grounded confidence in every difficulty that may arise. 



thanks for your kind congratulation on my appointment to 
the honourable and important post I now hold, by the 
suffrages of this great Continent. My heart will ever bear 
testimony of my gratitude for the distinguished mark of 
honour which has been conferred on me by this appoint- 
ment, as it also will of my wishes that so important a trust 
had been placed in the hands of a person of greater expe^ 
rience and abilities than mine. I feel the weight of my 
charge too sensibly not to make this declaration ; at the 
same time I must add, that I do not want to withdraw' my 
services, within the compass of my power, from the cause 
we are nobly engaged in. 

Mr. Byrd shall not want for his pay whilst he is in this 
camp ; although, as I have no cash of my own here, and 
charge the publick with my expenses only, I shall be a little 
at a loss to know in what manner to advance it with proprie- 
ty. Bills of exchange would answer no end here, as we 
have not the means of negotiating them ; but if you would 
place the money in the hands of Messieurs Willing &f 
Morris, of Philadelphia, (either in specie, Continental, 
Maryland, or Pennsylvania paper,) they could easily remit 
or draw for it. But, at any rate, make yourself easy, as 
Mr. Byrd shall not want to the amount of his pay. 

By an intelligent person out of Boston, the day before 
yesterday, we are informed that a small fleet consisting of 
a sixty-four gun ship, a twenty gun, two sloops of eighteen 
guns, and two transports, with about six hundred men, were 
to sail on yesterday from that harbour. They took on 
board two mortars, four howitzers, and other artillery ; from 
which we suspect they intend to bombard some Town on 
the coast. He also informs us that General Gage is 
recalled ; that General Howe commands in his place; that 
the account of the action on Bunker's Hill, as transmitted 
by the former, is returned, and corresponds pretty much with 
ours, as to killed and wounded ; and that the last accounts 
from England, by a ship just arrived, leave no room lo 
believe there will be an accommodation soon. 

The enemy in Boston and on the heights of Charles- 
town (two peninsulas, surrounded in a manner by ships of 
war and floating batteries) are so strongly fortified as to 
render it almost impossible to force their lines, which are 
thrown up at the head of each neck; without great slaugh- 
ter on our side, or cowardice on theirs, It is absolutely so. 
We, therefore, can do no more than keep them besieged, 
which they are, to all intents and purposes, as close as any 
Troops upon earth can be, that have an opening to the sea. 
Our advanced works and theirs are within musket shot. We 
daily undergo a cannonade, which has done no injury to 
bur works, and very little hurt to our men. Those insults 
we are obliged to submit to, for want of powder, being 
obliged (except now and then giving them a shot) to re- 
serve what we have for closer work than cannon distance. 

My respectful compliments to Mrs. Nicholas and the 
rest of your fireside, and to any inquiring friends. Con- 
clude me, with grateful thanks for the prayers and good 
wishes you have been pleased to offer on my account, 

Dear Sir, your most affectionate and obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To Robert C. Nicholas, Virginia. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO ROBERT C. NICHOLAS. 

Citmp at Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your favour of the 8th ultimo came to my 
hands on the 2d instant, by Mr. Byrd. I return you sincere 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 13, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

Sir: I was honoured with your favour of the 26th ult. 
late the night before last, and a meeting of the General 
Officers having been called, upon a business which will 
make a considerable part of this letter, I took the opportu- 
nity of laying before them those parts of yours which re- 
spect the continuance and new modelling the Army, the 
fuel, clothing, and other preparations for the ensuing winter. 
They have taken two or three days to consider, and as soon 
as J am possessed of their opinions I shall lose no time in 
transmitting the result, not only on the above subjects, but 
t he number of Troops necessary to be kept up. I have 
also directed the Commissary-General and the Quarter- 
master-General to prepare estimates of the expense of 
their departments, for a certain given number of men, from 
which a judgment may be made, when thejiumber of men 
to be kept in pay is determined. All which I shall do 
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myself the honour to lay before the Congress, as soon as 
they are ready. 

1 have now a painful though a necessary duty to per- 
form, respecting Dr. Church, Director-General of the Hos- 
pital. About a week ago, Mr. Secretary Ward, of Provi- 
dence, sent up to me one Wainwood, an inhabitant of 
Newport, with a letter directed to Major Kane, in Boston, 
in characters, which he said had been left with Wainwood 
some time ago, by a woman who was kept by Dr. Church. 
She had before pressed Wainwood to take her to Captain 
Wallace, Mr. Dudley, (the Collector,) or George Rome, 
which he declined. She then gave him the letter, with 
a strict charge to deliver it to either of those gentlemen ; 
he, suspecting some improper correspondence, kept the 
letter, and after some time opened it ; but not being able 
to read it, laid it up, where it remained until he received an 
obscure letter from the woman, expressing an anxiety after 
the original letter. He then communicated the whole mat- 
ter to Mr. Ward, who sent him up with the papers to me. 
I immediately secured the woman, but for a long time she 
was proof against every threat and persuasion to discover the 
author. However, at length she was brought to a confession, 
and warned Dr. Church. I then immediately secured him, 
and all his papers. Upon the first examination, he readily 
acknowledged the letter; said it was designed for his brother 
Fleming, and, when deciphered, would be found to contain 
nothing criminal ; he acknowledged his never having com- 
municated the correspondence to any person here, but the 
girl, and made many protestations of the purity of his inten- 
tions. Having found a person capable of deciphering the 
letter, I in the mean time had all his papers searched, but 
found nothing criminal among them. But it appeared, on 
inquiry, that a confidant had been among the papers before 
my messenger arrived ; I then called the General Officers to- 
gether, for their advice, the result of which you will find in 
the enclosure No. 1 ; the deciphered letter is the enclosure 
No. 2, The Army and Country are exceedingly irritated, 
and upon a free discussion of the nature, circumstances, and 
consequence of this matter, it has been unanimously agreed 
to lay it before the honourable Congress, for their special 
advice and direction ; at the same time suggesting to their 
consideration, whether an alteration of the twenty-eighth 
article of war may not be necessary. 

As I shall reserve all farther remarks upon the state of 
the Army till my next, I shall now beg leave to request 
the determination of Congress as to the property and dis- 
posal of such vessels and cargoes as are designed for the 
supply of the enemy, and may fall into our hands. There 
has been an event of this kind at Portsmouth, as by the 
enclosure No. 3, in which I have directed the cargo to 
be brought hither for the use of the Army, reserving the 
settlement of any claims of capture to the decision of Con- 
gress. 

As there are many unfortunate individuals whose pro- 
perty has been confiscated by the enemy, I would humbly 
suggest to the consideration of Congress the humanity of 
applying, in part or in the whole, such captures to the 
relief of those sufferers, after compensating any expense of 
the captors, and for their activity and spirit. I am the 
more induced to request this determination may be speedy, 
as I have directed three vessels to be equipped, in order to 
cut offthesupplies; and, from the number of vessels hourly 
arriving, it may become an object of some importance. In 
the disposal of these captures, for the encouragement of 
the officers and men, I have allowed them one-third of the 
cargoes, except military stores, which, with the vessels, are 
to be reserved for the publick use. I hope my plan, as well 
as the execution, will be favoured with the approbation of 
Congress. 

One Mr. Fisk, an intelligent person, came out of Bos- 
ton on the 3d instant, and gives us the following advices: 
that a fleet, consisting of a sixty-four and twenty gun ship, 
two sloops of eighteen guns, two transports, with six hun- 
dred men, were to sail from Boston on yesterday; that they 
took on board two mortars, four howitzers, and other ar- 
tillery, calculated for the bombardment of a Town ; their 
destination was kept a profound secret; that an express 
sloop-of-war, which left England the 8th of August, arrived 
four days ago ; that General Gage is recalled, and last 
Sunday resigned his command to General Howe; that 
Lord Percy, Colonel Smith, and other officers who were 



at Lexington, are ordered home with Gage; that six ships 
of the line, and two cutters, were coming out under Sir 
Peter Dennis; that five Regiments and one thousand 
Marines are ordered out, and may be expected in three 
or four wee,ks. No prospect of accommodation, but the 
Ministry determined to push the war to the utmost. 

I have an express from Colonel Arnold, and herewith 
send a copy of his letter and an enclosure, Nos. 4 and 5. 1 
am happy in finding he meets with no discouragement; the 
claim of the Rifle officers to be independent of all the su- 
perior officers, except Colonel Arnold, is without any 
countenance or authority from me, as I have signified in 
my last despatch, both to Colonel Arnold and Captain 
Morgan. The Captain of the brig from Quebeck for Bos- 
ton informs me that there is no suspicion of any such ex- 
pedition; and that if Carleton is not drove from St. John's, 
so as to be obliged to throw himself into Quebeck, it must 
fall into our hands, as it is without a regular soldier, and 
many of the inhabitants most favourably disposed to the 
American cause. That there is the largest stock of am- 
munition ever collected in America. In the above vessels, 
some letters were also found, from an officer at Quebeck to 
General Gage and Major Shirreff, at Boston, containing 
such an account of the temper of the Canadians as cannot 
but afford the highest satisfaction. I have thought it best 
to forward them ; they are the enclosures Nos. 6 and 7. 

I am, with the greatest respect and regard, Sir, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 

[No. 1.] 

At a Council of War held at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, 
October 3, 1775, present: 

His Excellency Genera] Washington ; Major Generals 
Ward, Lee, and Putnam; Brigadier-Generals Spencer, 
Heath, Sullivan, Greene, and Thomas; Adjutant-General 
Gates. 

The General communicated to this Board a discovery of 
a correspondence carried on with the enemy by Dr. Church, 
by Letter in characters, which was deciphered by the 
Rev. Mr. West, and laid the said Letter before the Mem- 
bers of the Council. 

After considering and discussing the matter, it was deter- 
mined to adjourn till to-morrow, and then that Dr. Church 
be examined. 

October 4. — The Council of War met. Present as before. 

Dr. Church being sent for, and shown the Letter in cha- 
racters, was asked, whether the said Letter was written by 
him; to which he answered, he believed it was. He was 
shown the explanation of said Letter, as deciphered, and 
asked whether it was a true one ; to which he answered 
in the affirmative. Dr. Church then explained his inten- 
tion in writing said Letter, as calculated to impress the ene- 
my with a strong idea of our strength and situation, in order 
to prevent an attack at a time when the Continental Army 
was in great want of ammunition, and in hopes of effecting 
some speedy accommodation of the present dispute, and 
made solemn asseverations of his innocence. 

The General then asked the opinion of the Council, 
severally, whether it did not appear that Dr. Church had 
carried on a criminal correspondence with the enemy; to 
which they unanimously answered in the affirmative. 

The question was then proposed, and discussed, what 
were the proper steps to be taken with respect to him ; 
and, after examining the articles of the Continental Army, 
and particularly the articles twenty-eight and fifty-one, it 
was determined, from the enormity of the crime, and the 
very inadequate punishment pointed out, that it should be 
referred to the General Congress, for their special direction; 
and that in the mean time he be closely confined, and no 
person visit him but by special direction. 

[No. 2.] 
DOCTOR CHURCH'S INTERCEPTED LETTER. 

I hope this will reach you. Three attempts have I made 
without success. In effecting the last, the man was dis- 
covered in attempting his escape ; but fortunately my let- 
ter was sewed in the waistband of his breeches. He was 
confined a few days, during which time you may guess my 
feelings ; but a little art and a little cash settled the matter. 
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'Tis a month since my return from Philadelphia ; I went 
by the way of Providence, to visit mother. The Commit- 
tee for warlike stores made me a formal tender of twelve 
pieces of cannon, eighteen and twenty-four pounders ; they 
having taken a previous resolution to make the offer to 
Gen. Ward. To make a merit of my services, I sent them 
down ; and when they received them, they sent them to 
Stoughton, to be out of danger, even though they had 
formed the resolution, as I before hinted, of fortifying Bun- 
ker's Hill, which, together with the cowardice of the clum- 
sy Colonel Gerrish and Colonel Scammons, was the lucky 
occasion of their defeat. This affair happened before my 
return from Philadelphia. We lost one hundred and six- 
ty-five killed then, and since dead of their wounds; one 
hundred and twenty now lie wounded ; the chief will re- 
cover. They boast you have fourteen hundred killed and 
wounded in that action. You say the Rebels lost fifteen 
hundred, I suppose with equal truth. The people of Con- 
necticut are raving in the cause of liberty. A number 
from this Colony, from the Town of Stamford, robbed the 
King's stores at New- York, with some small assistance the 
New- Yorkers lent them ; these were growing turbulent. I 
counted two hundred and eighty pieces of cannon, from 
twenty-four to three-pounders, at Kingsbridge, which the 
Committee had secured for the use of the Colonies. The 
Jerseys are not a whit behind Connecticut in zeal. The Phi- 
ladelphians exceed them both. I saw twenty-two hundred 
men in review there by General Lee, consisting of Qua- 
kers and other inhabitants, in uniform, with one thousand 
Riflemen and forty Horse, who, together, made a most war- 
like appearance. I mingled freely and frequently with the 
members of the Continental Congress ; they were united, 
determined in opposition, and appeared assured of success. 
Now, to come home. The opposition is become formida- 
ble. Eighteen thousand men, brave and determined, with 
Washington and Lee at their head, are no contemptible 
enemy. Adjutant Gen. Gates is indefatigable in arranging 
the Army. Provisions ar.e very plenty; clothes are manu- 
facturing in almost every Town for the soldiers. Twenty 
tons of powder lately arrived at Philadelphia, Connecticut, 
and Providence; upwards of twenty tons are now in camp. 
Saltpetre is made in every Colony. Powder Mills are erect- 
ed, and constantly employed, in Philadelphia and JVew;- 
York. Volunteers, of the first fortunes, are daily flocking 
to the camp ; one thousand Riflemen in two or three days. 
Recruits are now levying, to augment the Army to twenty- 
two thousand men. Ten thousand Militia are appointed 
in this Government, to appear on the first summons. The 
bills of all the Colonies circulate freely, and are readily 
exchanged for cash ; add to this, that unless some plan of 
accommodation takes place immediately, these harbours 
will swarm" with privateers ; an army will be raised in the 
Middle Provinces, to take possession of Canada. For the 
sake of the miserable convulsed Empire, solicit peace, re- 
peal the acts, or Britain is undone. This advice is the 
result of warm affection to my King and to the Realm. 
Remember I never deceived you ; every article here sent 
vqu is sacredly true. The papers will announce to you 
that I am again a Member for Boston; you will there see 
our motley Council. A general arrangement of officers 
will take place, except the chief, which will be suspended 
but for a little while, to see what part Britain takes in con- 
sequence of the late Continental petition. A view to in- 
dependence grows more and more general. Should Britain 
declare war against the Colonies, they are lost forever. 
Should Spain declare against England, the Colonies will 
declare a neutrality, which will doubtless produce an offen- 
sive and defensive league between them. For God's sake, 
prevent it by a speedy accommodation. Writing this has 
employed a day. I have been to Salem to reconnoitre, 
but could not escape the geese in the capitol ; to-morrow 
I set out for Newport, on purpose to send you this. I 
write you fully, it being scarcely possible to escape dis- 
covery. I am out of place here, by choice, and therefore 
out of pay, and determined to be so unless something is 
offered in my way. I wish you could contrive to write me 
largely in cipher, by the way of Newport, addressed to 
Thomas Richards, merchant. Enclose it in a cover to me, 
intimating that I am a perfect stranger to you ; but being 
recommended to you as a gentleman of honour, you took 
the liberty to enclose that letter, entreating me to deliver 



it as directed ; the person, as you are informed, being at 
Cambridge. Sign some fictitious name. This you may 
send to some confidential friend at Newport, to be delivered 
to me at Watertown. Make use of every precaution, or 
I perish. 

A true copy: compared by Elisiia Porter. 

[No. 3.] 

Portsmouth, October 2, 1775. 

May it please tour Excellency : The Ship Prince 
George, Richard Emmes, master, which left Bristol the 
19th of July last, loaded with eighteen hundred and eighty 
barrels and twenty-four half-barrels of flour, for the supply 
of General Gage's Army, was taken possession of by our 
people this day, as she entered the harbour, which the mas- 
ter says was through mistake. We think it our duty to ac- 
quaint your Excellency with this matter, and that we have 
ordered the ship to the wharf, having unbent her sails, and 
appointed a sufficient guard on board to prevent any em- 
bezzlement. The master, yesterday morning, spoke with 
the Raven, sloop-of-war, from England, bound to Boston, 
which had been out ten weeks. This Committee have 
examined all the letters and papers brought by Captain 
Emmes, and find they contain nothing material. 

I am, with due respect, Sir, your Excellency's most 
obedient and most humble servant. 

By order of the Committee of Safety: 

H. Wentworth, Chairman. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

[No. 4.] 
Fort Weston, September 25, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: My last, of the 
19th instant, from Newburyport, advising of the embarka- 
tion of the Troops, I make no doubt your Excellency re- 
ceived. The same day we left Newbury, and arrived safe 
in the river the next morning, except a small vessel which 
run on the rocks, but is since off, without damage, and 
arrived safe. I found the batteaus completed, but many 
of them smaller than the directions given, and very badly 
built ; of course, I have been obliged to order twenty more, 
to bring on the remainder of the provisions, which will be 
finished in three days. Many of the vessels were detained 
in the river, by running aground and head winds, which de- 
layed us a day or two. The 23d inst., I despatched Lieu- 
tenant Steele, of Captain Smith's Company, with six men, 
in two birch canoes, to Chaudiere Pond, to reconnoitre and 
get all the intelligence he possibly could from the Indians, 
who, I find, are hunting there. The same day I despatched 
Lieutenant Church and seven men, with a surveyor and 
pilot, to take the exact courses and distance to the Dead 
River, so called, a branch of the Kennebeck ; and yester- 
day the three Companies of Riflemen, under the command 
of Captain Morgan, embarked, with forty-five days' pro- 
visions, as an advanced party, to clear the roads over 
the carrying places. Colonel Green and Major Bigclow 
march to-day with the second division of three Companies. 
Major Meigs goes off to-morrow with the third division, 
and Colonel Enos the next day with the remainder. As 
soon as the whole are embarked, I propose taking a birch 
canoe and joining the advanced party. I have found it 
necessary to divide the detachment, for the conveniency of 
passing the carrying places ; at the first of which there are 
some carriages to be procured. I design Chaudiere Pond 
as a general rendezvous, and from thence to march in a 
body. Enclosed is a letter to Mr. Colburn, from the party 
sent to Qaebeck, by which your Excellency will see all the 
intelligence I have received. I have conversed with the 
party, who saw only one Indian, (one Naltarius,) a na- 
tive of Norridgewock, a noted villain, and very little credit, 
I am told, is to be given to his information. 

The Indians, with Higgens, set out by land, and are not 
yet arrived. I have engaged a number of good pilots, and 
believe, by the best information I can procure, we shall be 
able to perform the march in twenty days; the distance is 
about one hundred and eighty miles. I intended Colonel 
Green should have gone on with the first division of one 
Company of Riflemen, and two Companies of Musketeers. 
This was objected to by the Captains of the Rifle Compa- 
nies, who insist on being commanded by no other person 
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than Captain Morgan and myself. This, Captain Morgan 
tells me, was your Excellency's intention; but as I was 
not made acquainted with it before 1 came away, I should 
be very glad of particular instructions on that head, that I 
may give satisfaction to the field-officers with me. There 
is at present the greatest harmony among the officers, and 
no accident happened, except the loss of one man, sup- 
posed to be wilfully shot by a private, who is now taking 
his trial by a Court-Martial. 

Major Mifflin could not send money for the batteaus. 
The Commissary has been obliged to pay for them, with 
one hundred Pounds 1 have lent him, out of the pay re- 
ceived for the month of September, and has been obliged 
to draw an order in favour of the bearer, Mr. John flood, 
who has engaged to deliver this to your Excellency. I 
have promised him his time and expenses paid. I should 
be glad the manifestoes might ba forwarded on by him, if 
not sent, with the last intelligence from General Schuyler, 
to whom I intend sending one of the Indians as soon as 
they arrive. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your Excel- 
lency's most obedient humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 
To his Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. Since writing the foregoing, I have received a 
letter from Colonel Reed, with the manifestoes, and the 
Court-Martial have condemned the man, who shot the other, 
to be hanged ; which sentence I have approved, but have 
respited him until your Excellency's pleasure in the matter 
is known, and design sending him back in one of the trans- 
ports ; enclosed "are all the papers relative to the matter, 
with his confession at the gallows, before respited. The 
three first divisions of my detachment are gone forward ; 
the last goes to-morrow, when I shall join Captain Morgan 
as soon as possible; and am, with much respect, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 



[No. 5.] 

Vassalborough, September 13, 1775. 

Sir: In compliance with your orders, I proceeded with 
Mr. Berry on our intended journey to Quebeck, as follows : 
Friday, September 1 st, we sat out, and got, on Saturday 2d, 
to Howard's, at Skowhegin Falls, twenty-four miles dis- 
tance; rainy weather. Sunday, 3d, we arrived at Norridge- 
ivock, twelve miles distance ; rainy weather. Monday, 4th, 
we arrived at Carratuncas Falls, eighteen miles distance; 
swift water and shoal. Tuesday, 5th, we readied the great 
carrying place, water shoal and swift, distance eighteen 
miles. Wednesday, 6th, we got to the third pond, in the 
great carrying place, distance nine miles. Thursday, 7th, 
we arrived at an Indian camp, thirty miles up Dead River ; 
good water. Here we got intelligence of an Indian, that he 
was stationed there by Gov. Carleton, as a spy, to watch the 
motions of an Army or spies that was daily expected from 
New-England ; that there were spies on the head of Chau- 
diere River; and clown the river, some distance, there was 
stationed a regular officer and six privates. He positively 
declared that, if we proceeded any farther, he would give 
information of his suspicions of our designs, as otherwise 
he should betray the trust reposed in him. But, notwith- 
standing his threats, we thought it of moment to get all 
possible intelligence, and went, the 8th, thirty miles up the 
river aforesaid; but finding the water pretty shoal, and 
meeting with nothing new, we returned to the camp. 
Upon our first arrival at the camp, our Indian pilot thought 
it dangerous to proceed any farther, and declined going 
with us. In the time of our absence he conferred with 
an Indian squaw, of whom we got intelligence that all the 
young Indians from that quarter had gone to Johnson, but 
the Indian had a commission from Carleton; that at Shet- 
tican, the uppermost settlement on Chaudiere River, there 
was a great number of Mohawks, that would have destroyed 
us if we had proceeded ; and that the spy hourly expected 
the arrival of three canoes of Indians. We found the 
carrying places pretty passable; the water, in general, shoal, 
on account of the late dry season. The trees were well 
marked, as far as we went, and the way is so direct as may 
be easily found, 

Thus far, Sir, agreeable to your orders, and to the ut- 
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most of our power, have we proceeded on our intended 
tour; and are, with esteem, Sir, your humble servants, 

Dennis Getchell, 
Samuel Berry. 

Mr. Reuben Colburn : 

Sir : The above is a copy of a letter I draughted for 
the above gentlemen, and, at the request of Mr. Getchell, 
I now send it by the bearer ; and am, Sir, yours, &cc, 

Remington Hobbv. 

Memorandum. — Reuben Colburn, by whose direction 
this party was sent out, acted under the orders of General 
Washington, in order to see what were the obstacles Col. 
Arnold would be likely to meet on his way to Quebeck. 

J. Reed. 

[No. 6.] 

Quebcok, September 6, 1775. 

Sir : I have the honour to inform your Excellency that, 
by General Carleton' s orders, I have taken up a vessel to 
transport a quantity of cattle, sheep, &c, as a present, from 
the Province of Quebeck, to the sick and wounded soldiers 
of His Majesty's Forces at Boston; bills of lading for which, 
together with the charter-party, I have enclosed to Major 
Shirreff. I still continue to send, by order of General 
Carleton, as many bullocks and sheep as the deck of each 
transport will contain, which I hope meets with your Ex- 
cellency's approbation. I could wish the cattle were 
better, but in general they are very poor and small in this 
country. General Carleton has given me directions to con- 
tract for some forage, in order to be in readiness to load the 
transports he expects you will send to Quebeck this fall ; 
and I am in hopes I shall be able to procure a quantity of 
oats and hay time enough to despatch the transports you 
may think proper to send. 

1 hope you will pardon me for reminding you of my 
situation, my length of service, and pretensions as an offi- 
cer, I took the liberty to set forth in a memorial I transmit- 
ted to your Excellency by the last transport that sailed ; 
and I shall only add that, when a proper opportunity offers, 
I hope you will take the prayer of it into consideration, 
and grant me either the purchase of a Company, or one in 
a new corps, whichever your Excellency shall think most 
proper. No prospect yet of the Militia being embodied 
here, nor do I think they will. General Carleton, I am 
apt to think, is afraid to give the order, lest they should 
refuse to obey; and I believe this year will pass over with- 
out the Canadians doing any thing in favour of Govern- 
ment. This day's post has brought an account that the 
Rebels have taken post at Point-au-Fer, with a body of 
troops ; if so, they may have thoughts of advancing into 
this Province. Two small vessels of ours were launched 
at St. John's yesterday. We are told here that Mr. Schuy- 
ler is" building four at Ticonderoga. In short, Sir, you 
must look for no diversion (in favour of the Army im- 
mediately under your Excellency's command) this year 
from Canada, the language here being only to defend the 
Province ; and it is generally thought here, that if the 
Rebels were to push forward a body of four or five thou- 
sand men, the Canadians would lay down their arms and 
not fire a shot. I hope you will pardon my thus writing so 
freely, and not impute it to presumption, as it is merely 
intended to let your Excellency into a true state of facts, 
as from many other quarters you may have interested ac- 
counts. 

I have the honour to be, with the utmost respect, your 
Excellency's most obedient bumble servant, 

Thomas Gamble. 
To His Excellency General Gage. 

[No. 7.] 

Quebeck, September G, 1775. 

Dear Sir: 1 enclose you a charter-party for a vessel, 
taken up by order of Major-General Carleton, to transport 
some live stock, purchased by a contribution in this Pro- 
vince, for the use of the sick and wounded soldiers of His 
Majesty's Forces at Boston; also, bills of lading. The vessel 
belongs to Tom Dunn, your old friend, though chartered 
by Mr. Grant; and I am to beg you will do every good 
office in your power to the master, either by employing the 
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vessel, should he return this fall to Quebeck, or by assisting 
him to get out of the port of Boston with a little pitch and 
tar, with wine, candles, and some other articles that are 
much wanted here. The freight Mr. Dunn begs you will 
pay at Boston, as per agreement with Mr. Grant, to enable 
the master to purchase a cargo at your port, as it was the 
hopes of making something, by the profits of her cargo 
back, that induced Dunn and Grant to let me have her; 
and it makes no difference to the Crown whether it is paid 
at Boston or by me here ; in short, Dunn writes to you on 
the subject, and to his letter I refer you. 

The Rebels have taken post at Point-au-Fer, and an 
invasion of the Province is expected. Should that take 
place, I am apt to think the Canadians will lay down their 
arms andnot fire a shot. Their minds are all poisoned by 
emissaries from New-England, and the damned rascals of 
merchants here and at Montreal. General Carlcton is, I 
believe, afraid to order out the Militia, lest they should re- 
fuse to obey. In short, the Quebeck Bill is of no use ; on 
the contrary, the Canadians talk of that damned absurd 
word liberty. 

Mr. Dunn desires me to mention to you a Captain Ven- 
ture, who comes out with a ship from London. If you can 
be of any use to him, he will take it as a partictllar favour ; 
he would be fit to command an armed vessel. 

In one of my former letters I begged you would remem- 
ber my brother. If you can serve him in the commissary 
way, I shall ever acknowledge it. He is from Albany. Mr. 
Porter knows where he is, at Burlington, New-Jersey. I 
am sure you will excuse this application. It will be hard if 
you and my friend Chamier cannot, between you, do some- 
thing for him. I can venture to promise he is capable, and 
he has promised me not to be lazy. 

Remember me to all with you, and believe me yours, 
very sincerely, Thomas Gamble. 

To Major Shirreff, Deputy Quartermaster-General. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October ], 1775. 
{Parole, Hampton.) (Countersign, Ireland.) 

The Colonels and Commanding Officers of Corps are, 
upon application from the Quartermaster-General, imme- 
diately to employ, under his direction, all the Carpenters 
in their several Regiments, to erect Barracks for the Regi- 
ments and Corps they respectively belong to. 

Lieutenant Cummings, of Captain Doiv's Company, in 
Colonel Prescott's Regiment, tried at a General Court- 
Martial, whereof Col. Hitchcock was President, for "mis- 
behaviour in the action upon Bunker's Hill." The Court 
are unanimously of opinion the prisoner is not guiltyof the 
charge, and the complaint appears to the Court to be 
groundless and malicious. The General approves the pro- 
ceedings of the Court, and orders Lieutenant Cummings 
to be immediately released from his arrest. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 3, 1775. 

(Parole, Maiden.) (Countersign, Xorfolk.) 

Any Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, or Soldier, who 
shall hereafter be detected playing at toss up, pitch and 
hustle, or any other games of chance, in or near the camp 
and villages bordering on the encampments, shall, without 
delay, be confined and punished for disobedience of orders. 

[The General does not mean, by the above order, to dis- 
courage sports of exercise and recreation ; he only means 
to discountenance and punish gaming.] 

Doctor Isaac Foster to take the direction and superin- 
tendence of the General Hospital until further orders, and 
is to be obeyed as Director during that time. 

Ensign Proctor, of Captain Fletcher's Company, in Col- 
onel Doolittle's Regiment, tried at a late General Court- 
Martial for " absenting himself from his Regiment, from 
the 9th of August to the 27th September following." The 
Court find the prisoner guilty of the crime, and order him 
to be mulcted one month's pay for his offence. 

John Gallop, of Captain Williams's Company, in Col- 
onel Patterson's Regiment, tried at the above Court- Mar- 
tial for "absenting himself from his Regiment from the 
27 di of June to the 27th September following, and carrying 
off and disposing of a Colony gun." The Court find the 



prisoner guilty of the crimes wherewith he was accused, 
and sentence him to be whipped on the bare back fifteen 
lashes, and order the value of the gun to be stopped out 
of his pay. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 4, 1775. 
(Parole, Orford.) (Countersign, Pittsburgh.) 

The General approves the sentence of the General 
Court-Martial inserted in yesterday's order, and directs 
that Ensign Proctor be mulcted one month's pay, and the 
prisoner, John Gallop, of Captain Williams's Company, in 
Colonel Patterson's Regiment, punished with fifteen lashes 
on the bare back, at the time and place the Colonel of the 
Regiment shall think proper, and the value of the gun 
stopped out of the prisoner's pay. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE CITY 
OF NEW-YORK. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen : By an intelligent person from Boston, the 
3d instant, I am informed that a fleet, consisting of one 
sixty-four, one twenty gun ship, two sloops of eighteen 
guns, two transports, with six hundred men, were to sail 
from Boston on yesterday; their destination a profound 
secret. That they took on board two mortars and four 
howitzers, with other artillery, concluded for the bombard- 
ment of a Town. I have thought proper to apprize every 
considerable Town on the coast of this armament, that they 
may be upon their guard. Should I receive any further 
account of their destination, it shall be forwarded. 

The same person also informs that an express sloop 
arrived four days before, from England, at Boston, which 
she left the 8th of August. General Gage, and most of 
the officers who were at Lexington, are recalled, and sail 
this day ; General Howe succeeds to the command. Six 
ships of the line and two cutters, under Sir Peter Dennis, 
are coming out. Five Regiments and one thousand ma- 
rines may be expected at Boston in three or four weeks. 
No prospect of accommodation, but, on the other hand, 
every appearance of the war being pushed with the utmost 
vigour. 

I am, Gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient 

and very humble servant, r, w 

1 ' George Washington. 

To Isaac Low, Esq., Chairman, Sic. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE, OF RHODE- 
ISLAND. 

Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

Sir: By an intelligent person, Sic, [as in the prece- 
ding letter.] 

Your several favours of the 26th and 29th September 
were duly received. The care of the men, respecting 
whom you request direction in yours of the 29th, I will 
consider of, as there are some regulations in the Army of 
which I choose to see the result before I make any dispo- 
sition ; you will therefore be pleased to have them employed 
in this interval as you think most conducive to the publick 
interest. The mode of continuing the Army is now under 
the consideration of the General Officers, in order to report 
to the Congress, with which I shall make you acquainted 
in course. In the mean time, shall be glad of your senti- 
ments by the next post. 

I am, Sir, with great regard and esteem, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, f-, „ „„to.„„„™„„ 
' (jeorge Washington. 

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, October 5, 1775, 

Sir: By a person from Boston the day before yester- 
day, we learn that a small fleet, consisting of a sixty -four 
gun ship, a twenty gun, two sloops of eighteen guns, two 
transports, and about six hundred men, sailed yesterday. 
They took on board two mortars, four howitzers, and other 
artillery, from which we suspect they intend to bombard 
some Town on the coast. General Gage is recalled. 
General Howe commands in his place. We have some 
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late accounts from England, but see no prospect of an ac- 
commodation. General Gage's account of bunker's Hill 
is returned, and corresponds pretty much with ours, as to 
killed and wounded. You will please to forward the en- 
closed for the Commissary-General, with all expedition ; 
and believe me, Sir, your very humble servant, 

George Washington. 

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO JOSEPH TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

Sir: By express the evening before last the General 
received despatches from the Congress, wherein, among 
other things, he is desired to lay before them an estimate 
of the expenses of the Army during the winter. As your 
department includes the most considerable branch of ex- 
pense, he requests you would, with all expedition, give 
him your sentiments on this subject, for his government in 
answering this despatch. It is not supposed to be abso- 
lutely necessary to fix the number of men, as you can take 
any given number upon which the estimate may be made, 
which will increase or diminish according to the number 
actually employed. 

I must refer you to the Governour for what little news 
since you went away. Poor Doctor Church is certainly 
ruined. 

I am, in haste, and expecting your earliest answer, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

Joseph Reed. 

To Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commissary-General. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS-BAY. 

Head-Quarters, October G, 1775. 

Gentlemen: On the 29th of August I did myself the 
honour of addressing you, on the complaint of the Quar- 
termaster, respecting wood for the Army. The recess of 
the House of Representatives prevented any steps being 
taken upon it. I must now beg leave to recall your atten- 
tion to my letter of that date, as the evil is increasing and 
more alarming as the winter approaches. Little or no 
wood is brought in, and it is apprehended the owners keep 
it back to impose an unreasonable price. 

The communication at Winnisimit Ferry, which was 
opened for the relief of the unhappy sufferers at Boston, 
is now turned into a convenience for the enemy. A whole 
week has sometimes elapsed without a boat being permit- 
ted to come out, and there have been many irregularities 
there, which the distance and my other engagements have 
prevented my attending to. Before I gave any order upon 
the subject, I thought proper to communicate my inten- 
tions to you, that if there were any special reasons against 
the proposed alteration, you may have an opportunity of 
making me acquainted with them. 

By an estimate laid before me by the Quartermaster- 
General, T find it will be impracticable to provide sufficient 
barracks for the Troops before the season is too far ad- 
vanced, without appropriating many of the houses in and 
about Cambridge to this use. Many of the inhabitants 
who had deserted them are now returning, under the pro- 
tection of the Army. I feel a great repugnance to exclude 
them from what is their own ; but necessity in this case, I 
fear, will supersede all other considerations. I must beg 
the General Court to act upon it. 

I am, most respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obedient 



humble servant, 



George Washington. 



The Hon. James Otis, Esq., President, he. To be com- 
municated to the Hon. House of Representatives. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COMMITTEE OF PORTS- 
MOUTH, NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I am to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favour of the 2d instant, informing me that the Ship Prince 
George, Captain Emmes, from Bristol to Boston, with 
flour for the enemy, by a mistake of the Captain, and the 



spirited conduct of some of the inhabitants, was now in 
your possession. 

I cannot but consider this as a most providential event ; 
the state of this Army being alone defective in that article. 
It would therefore highly conduce to the publick interest, 
and to our relief, to forward it hither as soon as possible; 
which, I apprehend, may be done with safety and ease by 
water, as far as Salem or Marblehead. In the mean time, 
I will communicate the matter to the Continental Con- 
gress, for their direction, as to the compensation to be 
made the captors, and the determination of what property 
arises by the capture, and in whom vested. 

Whatever expenses may accrue in complying with the 
above request, and whatever risk may be run by the car- 
riage by water, I will engage ; but, as I do not learn there 
are any of the enemy's ships on the coast, I hope the risk 
is very small. 

I am, fee, George Washington. 

To H. Wcntworth, Esq., Chairman, he. 

P. S. One Mr. Fislc, from Salem, who left Boston the 
day before yesterday, informs that a sixty-four gun ship, 
a twenty, and two sloops, with two transports of soldiers, 
having taken on board two mortars, howitzers, &c, sailed 
on yesterday. As the design is probably to batter some 
Town on the coast, I thought it proper to give you the 
earliest notice, and it may be advisable to detain the flour 
a few days, till their destination can be known. 

PORTSMOUTH (nEW-HAMPSHIRe) COMMITTEE TO COMMIT- 
TEE OF SAFETY. 

Committee-Hall, October 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen: On the 2d day of this month, the Ship 
Prince George, of which Richard Emmes is master, put 
into this harbour from Bristol, bound to Boston, loaded 
with one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two barrels of 
flour. Upon notice of her arrival, Lieutenant Thomas 
Pickering, with a boat and hands, by order of Captain 
Titus Salter, went on board, and finding the said provi- 
sions were intended for the use of Gage's Army, he took 
her into possession, and brought her up to this Town, and 
unbent the sails, and applied to this Committee, on the 3d 
day of this month. Messrs. T. Sherburne, P. Long, and G. 
Wenticorth, all of this Committee, were appointed to unload 
her ; and as the Town is in great want of flour, they were 
desired to make sale of fifty barrels for cash, and to supply 
the fort therewith; but before they had accomplished it, the 
vote was reconsidered, and ordered that no part of the cargo 
should be taken out till the advice of the Committee of 
Safety for the Province was taken thereupon. And we 
wrote, at the same time, to General Washington, advising 
him of the capture ; to which we have received the en- 
closed answer, by which he requests the whole may be sent 
up to him, as the Army is in want of it, and he will be 
accountable for it. We also represent to you, that this 
Town is destitute of flour; that not a barrel is to be bought, 
at any rate, for the supply of the forts and inhabitants ; and 
at least six hundred barrels should be reserved for their 
use, and to be sold for the cash only. Your advice is re- 
quested by us in respect to the disposal of this cargo, and 
we would wish it as speedily as possible, for our govern- 
ment. You will perceive, by General Washington's letter, 
that an armament is fitting out at Boston, upon some expe- 
dition, and, as he suspects, to bombard some Towns on the 
coast ; we are not without great suspicion that the enemy 
have an intention upon this Town. With the advice of 
Captain Worthen, we have thought proper to order Captain 
Robert Parker to enlist forty-four men immediately, to be 
stationed at the fort on Seavy's Island, for the present de- 
fence of that fort, for one month; which we hope will meet 
with your approbation, as we have been induced thereto 
wholly for the publick safety. We have appointed John 
Penhallen, John Wendal, and George King, Esqs., to wait 
upon you, and to confer fully with you on such matters as 
may regard the general safety. 

I am, in behalf of the Committee, Gentlemen, your most 
obedient servant, 

H. Wentvvorth, Chairman. 
To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Colony 

of New- Hampshire. 
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COL. JOSEPH REED TO THE COMMITTEE OF PORTSMOUTH. 
Camp at Cambridge, October 7, 1775. 

Sir: The General, fearing he shall give you and the 
other gentlemen of the Committee too much trouble, has 
directed me to inform you that he has despatched Mr. 
Moylan, Muster-Master General of the Army, to negotiate 
the transportation of the flour ; he will give a receipt for 
it, so that any directions of the Congress, with regard to 
any compensation for capture, may be fully complied with, 
should any such claim be made. The vessel, &c, his 
Excellency thinks, should remain under your care, till the 
determination of Congress is had. 

You will, therefore, Sir, oblige the General, and promote 
the service, by giving Mr. Moylan all the assistance you 
can. He has directed me to make his respectful compli- 
ments to yourself and the other gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee. 

We have yet no further intelligence of the sailing of the 
fleet mentioned in the General's letter of the 5th. If there 
had been an account at Boston of the capture of this 
vessel, we should have supposed an attack upon you was 
meditated; but by a deserter, who came out yesterday, we 
learn that this event had not then reached Boston. 

I am, Sir, by order of his Excellency, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, T „ 

J ' Joseph Keed. 

To H. Wentworth, Esq., Chairman, &tc. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 7, 1775. 

Dear Sir: As the management of the flour at Ports- 
mouth may be attended with some difficulty, unless some 
person goes there by appointment of the General, I have 
wrote to the Chairman of the Committee of 'Portsmouth, 
which is left open for your perusal. If you think that, with- 
out any inconvenience to the other matter, you can go to 
Portsmouth, it is thought best you should, and settle the 
matter on the best terms consistent with the letter, and 
direct the transportation in the manner most proper and 
safe. If you meet with any difficulty, you will inform us 
as soon as possible. 

I am, in haste, yours, &.c, Joseph Reed. 

To Stephen Moylan, Esq., Salem or Marblehead. 

PORTSMOUTH (NEW-HAMPSHIRE) COMMITTEE TO COMMIT- 
TEE OF SAFETY. 

Committee-Hall, October 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen : In addition to what we wrote you the 7th 
instant, we beg leave to mention the expediency of having a 
number of men at the batteries, in case the fleet mentioned 
in General Washington's letter should be destined for this 
port, and have therefore given it in charge to the Commit- 
tee appointed to wait on you, to request that a number of 
men, properly officered and equipped, (we think two hun- 
dred may be sufficient,) may forthwith be forwarded from 
the Towns not far distant from this, in order to attend at 
the said batteries, till the destination of the said fleet is 
known. 

I am, by order of the Committee of Safety, Gentlemen, 
your most obedient servant, 

H. Wentworth, Chairman. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-Hampshire, ) 

October 11, 1775. \ 

Sir : The Committee of Safety for the Town of Ports- 
mouth have represented to us that the Ship Prince George, 
Captain Richard Emmes master, from Bristol, bound to 
Boston, with provisions for the Army there, is now in their 
port, and in custody; and that they had represented the 
matter to your Excellency, and that you had desired the 
whole cargo might be forwarded to the Army under your 
command. 

This Colony have upwards of one hundred soldiers sta- 
tioned at the batteries erecting in our port, and often two 
hundred men in a day, from the country, working on the 
batteries, and there is not, nor has there been for some 
weeks past, one single barrel of flour to be purchased within 



this Colony. We therefore, thinking it necessary for the 
promotion of the common cause, have ordered one hun- 
dred barrels of the flour to be taken for the use of the said 
soldiers, and doubt not it will meet with your Excellency's 
approbation ; and, as the Town of Portsmouth is in great 
want of bread, if the circumstances of the Army will admit 
of it, we should be exceeding glad that about five hundred 
barrels of the flour might be sold to the inhabitants of said 
Portsmouth, and the money deposited in the hands of some 
faithful person, until the determination of the Continental 
Congress, relative to the said cargo, may be known. 

We should also propose to your Excellency's considera- 
tion, whether the transporting the flour round Cape Ann 
will not be dangerous. We conceive it more prudent to 
convey it in small vessels to Ipswich, (though the land 
carriage from there is farther than from Marblehead,) than 
to risk it round the cape. 

Your Excellency's sentiments on this matter will greatly 
oblige your most obedient servants. 

P. S. The sailors appear to be pleased with the cap- 
ture, but are uneasy about their wages; and we would re- 
quest your opinion whether or not they should be paid by 
the sale of some part of the cargo. 



PORTSMOUTH (NEW-HAMPSHIRE) COMMITTEE OK SAFETY, 

Committee-Hall, October 11, 1775. 

Whereas a Letter has been received this day, from Jo- 
seph Reed, Esquire, Secretary to his Excellency General 
Washington, setting forth, that he has given directions to 
Mr. Moylan, Muster-Master General, to receive the cargo 
of Flour on board the Ship Prince George, Richard Emmes 
master, and transport the same to Head-Quarters, for the 
use of the Army; and whereas this Committee have ap- 
plied to the Provincial Committee of Safety, who have 
represented to his Excellency the necessity of preserving 
a part of the said cargo for the use of the inhabitants of 
this Colony, in their present necessitous state, an answer 
to which is not yet received : 

Therefore, Voted, That there be forthwith delivered to 
the said Mr. Moylan, twelve hundred and ninety-two bar- 
rels of Flour, part of the aforesaid cargo; and that Messrs. 
George King, Joshua Wentworth, Samuel Sherburne, 
Pearse Long, and George Wentworth, be a Committee to 
assist the said Moylan in shipping the same. 

By order of the Committee of Safety: 

H. Wentworth, Chairman. 

Extract from the Minutes: 

Supply Clap, Secretary. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GEORGE KING, 
In Committee of Safety, October 11, 1775. 
Sir : You are desired to take charge of the cargo of the 
Ship Prince George, Richard Emmes, late master, now 
lying in Piscataqua harbour, and deliver to Samuel Cutis, 
Esq., one hundred barrels of flour, at such times and quan- 
tities as he may need it, to supply the soldiers at the bat- 
teries in said harbour. 



To George King, Esquire. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Portsmouth, October 13, 1775. 

Sir: I arrived here the 11th instant, and delivered 
Colonel Reed's letter to the Chairman of the Committee - 
in consequence of which, he called a meeting of the mem- 
bers. The result was, that they would deliver to my care 
twelve hundred barrels of the flour, and let me know what 
would be done with the rest of the cargo, when they re- 
ceived an answer to a letter they had wrote to your Excel- 
lency, in which (they inform me) they express the great 
want of that article in this Province. As even half a loaf 
would be better than no bread, I told them I would take 
immediate charge thereof, and yesterday I engaged two 
sloops, to begin the transportation ; one of them will take 
in this day. 

I have engaged, in behalf of the Continent, to ensure 
(against the enemy only) the vessels — the Committee will 
appraise them — they are to receive one shilling, lawful 
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money, per barrel ; which, at this season of the year, is 
not extravagant. I find, by having had a few barrels 
weighed, they fall short three, four, and five pounds of the 
weight marked on them ; and, as it will probably become 
a Continental charge, I have thought it best to have them 
all weighed, that the publick, or the Commissary into 
whose hands they fall, may not pay for more flour than 
they really have. 

As there are people in this Town inimical to the cause, 
I think best (in part) to keep it secret where this flour is 
to be landed. The engagements I have made are, that 
they must proceed to Newbury, Ipswich, Cape Ann, Salem, 
or Marblehead , according to the orders I shall give them 
when going to sea. A copy of these orders I have the hon- 
our of enclosing to you. 

I have appointed Trist. Dalton, Esquire, of Newbury, 
agent for the armed schooners, and any prizes they may 
carry into that port ; and Colonel Joshua Wentworth, for 
this Province. They are to obey all orders they will re- 
ceive from Head-Quarters. 

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most humble 

and obedient servant, <? »• 

' Stephen Moylan. 

P. S. Your Excellency will be pleased to order two 
hundred and forty dollars to be sent me by the bearer, that 
1 may pay the freight and other charges attending this 
business. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CAPTAINS. 

Portsmouth, October 13, 1775. 

You are to proceed, with the first fair wind, to the port 

of Salem, and deliver your cargo, consisting of 

barrels of flour, to the care of Mr. flask. 

Darby, at his wharf, who will give you a receipt for the 
same. You are by no means to go farther out to sea than 
is absolutely necessary for the preservation of your vessel 
and cargo. Hug the shore all the voyage as much as pos- 
sible ; avoid every vessel you see, and make all the despatch 
you possibly can. 

By complying with these instructions, you will render 
the risk of the enemy trifling ; you will merit the confi- 
dence of your Country, and you will be entitled to receive 
one shilling, lawful money, per barrel, for your freight. 

Stephen Moylan. 



I, Stephen Moylan, Commissary-General of Musters to 
the Army of the United Colonies, being empowered by his 
Excellency George Washington, Esq., Commander-in- 
Chief, to negotiate the transportation of a cargo of flour 
from this port to any other port or ports on this coast; 

and whereas Captain of the Sloop , 

has engaged to proceed to the port of Salem, with a load 
of said flour, on the following conditions : that he is to 
receive one shilling, lawful money, for every barrel of flour 
he delivers to the care of Mr. flask. Darby, of said port ; 
that his vessel is to be ensured against the danger of being 
taken by the enemy, in the prosecution of this voyage. 

By virtue of the power aforesaid, I do hereby ensure 
said vessel, in the sum of three hundred Pounds, lawful 
money, against the said risk. 

Witness my hand : Stephen Moylan. 

Portsmouth, OctobGr 13, 1775. 



TIMOTHY WALKER, JUN., TO WILLIAM WHIPPLE. 

Modford, October !5, 1775. 

Sir: Yours of the 12th instant, by Mr. Perkins, came 
safe to hand. I waited upon General Washington yester- 
day morning, but found he had set out early for Roxbury, 
and was not expected back till three o'clock, P. M., at 
which time I called again, and found him at home. The 
General, after reading your letter, told me 1 must call next 
morning for an answer. I called accordingly, and received 
the enclosed. The General directed me to call on the 
Commissary-General for some cash to pay the freight of 
some flour, which, it seems, is coming this way. I called 
at the Commissary's office, but was informed that the 
money was not to be had at present, but that they would 
forward it as soon as it would arrive from Philadelphia, 



Your letter to Colonel Bartlett, will be forwarded to-mor- 
row by the post. 

I am your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Timothy Walker, Jun. 

To William Whipple, Esq., Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety for New-Hampshire. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I was yesterday favoured with yours of 
the 11th instant, wherein the necessities of the Town of 
Portsmouth and the garrison there, for some part of the 
late capture of flour, are represented. Had I known their 
situation, I should have made the application unnecessary, 
by directing Mr. Moylan on the subject. They have my 
cheerful consent to take what is necessary, but perhaps 
somewhat less than six hundred barrels may answer the 
present exigence. As our mutual wants are now known 
to each other, I shall leave it to you to reserve what quan- 
tity you think indispensably necessary. 

I do not see any impropriety in paying the seamen their 
wages out of the sales of some part of the cargo, and make 
no doubt it will be approved in the settlement of this affair. 

With respect to the transportation of it to Marblehead 
or Salem by water, I apprehend it must depend upon cir- 
cumstances, such as the enemy being upon the coast, fee, 
of all which Mr. Moylan was directed to inform himself, 
and then act as should be best. The expense of land car- 
riage would be very considerable, and I wish to use all 
possible economy, so as to be consistent with our safety. 
You will please to favour Mr. Moylan with your opinion 
on the subject, to which he will pay a suitable regard. 

I am, with much respect and esteem, Gentlemen, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 

The Hon. William Whipple, Esq., Chairman, fee. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Cambridge, October 15, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the 13th instant came safely 
to hand. The General is pleased with your proceedings, 
and has given his consent that the Committee should retain 
what flour is absolutely necessary. 

We are very anxious to hear of the armed vessels being 
ready for sea. Every day, nay, every hour, is precious. 
It is now fourteen days since they were set on foot ; sure 
they cannot be much longer in preparing. You will write 
if any thing material occurs. 

I am, dear Sir, your very obedient humble servant, 

Joseph Reed. 
To Stephen Moylan, Esq., Portsmouth. 

P. S. The Committee seem to think the transportation 
by Cape Ann dangerous. Pray do not run any unneces- 
sary risks. If there are no enemy's cruisers, there can be 
no danger. At all events, consult with the Provincial 
Committee, and if you do not follow their advice in send- 
ing it by Ipswich, give them your reasons for not doing so. 
This is a proper mark of respect, after what they have 
said. Yours, fee. 

Two hundred and forty dollars sent by the bearer of this. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF SHREWSBURY. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, of the 
Town of Shreivsbury, in Common Council assembled, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by the Mayor, William Owen, Esq., 
a Lieutenant in His Majesty's Navy. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Town of Shrews- 
bury, in Common Council assembled, actuated by the 
warmest zeal for your royal person, and the firmest at- 
tachment to our most excellent Constitution, humbly pre- 
sume to approach the throne, and to offer up our tribute of 
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gratitude for the many blessings we have enjoyed under 
your Majesty's mild and impartial Government. 

Firmly persuaded that it has been the great object of 
your Majesty's reign to cherish and preserve true liberty 
in every part of your Dominions, it is with the deepest 
concern that we behold our fellow-subjects in America hur- 
ried into an unnatural rebellion against their Sovereign, not 
only rejecting every reasonable overture of accommodation, 
but imperiously dictating to the Parent State, which, at the 
expense of its blood and treasure, hath raised, nourished, 
and protected them. 

With equal grief, but not without indignation, we look 
upon a discontented faction at home, promoting and en- 
couraging these unhappy disturbances. In this situation, 
we rely upon the wisdom of your Majesty and the Great 
Council of the Nation, under the direction of Divine Pro- 
vidence, to adopt such measures as shall be most consistent 
with the dignity of the Crown, the honour of Parliament, 
and the safety and welfare of the whole British Empire. 
And we think it an indispensable duty we owe to your 
Majesty, to the State, to ourselves, and to posterity, to 
express these our sentiments of loyalty and affection, and 
to make a tender of our most faithful services to support, 
by every means in our power, the due authority of the 
Legislature, and to enforce that good order and obedience 
to the Taws so essential to Government, and so conducive 
to the welfare and happiness of the people. 

Given under the common seal, in the Guildhall, at 
Shrewsbury, this sixth day of October, 1775. 

William Owen, Mayor. 
John Ashby, Town Clerk. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Friday, October 6, 1775. 
The Committee met. Present : John Broome, Chair- 
man pro tern. 

Mr. Desbrosses, Mr. Pell, Mr. Sands, 

Mr. Totten, Mr. Lasher, G. W. Ludlow, 

Gabriel H. Ludlow, Mr. BrinokerhofF, John Berrian, 

Robert Ray, Mr. Abeel, F. Bassctt, 

Mr. Hyer, J. Broome, Mr. Bull, 

Mr. Clopper, Mr. Pintard, L. Burling, 

Mr. Brower, Mr. Tcmpleton, Mr. Dennis, 

Abraham P. Lott, J. B. Moore, Mr. Johnson, 

Cornelius P. Low, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Goelet, 

Mr. Irnlay, Mr. Hoffman, Mr. Kettletas, 

Mr. Morton, Mr. Mulligan, Mr. .Norwood, 

Mr. Bleecker, Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Wickham, 

G. Duyckinck, Mr. Breasted, Mr. Woodward. 

Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. De Peyster, 

Petition of Samuel Ward and thirty-nine others, receiv- 
ed and read, praying the removal of John Taylor and 
James Light from their respective offices. 

Ordered, That the same be laid over until the next 
meeting ; and that the parties be both summoned to attend. 

The following gentlemen were nominated as Field-Offi- 
cers, viz: 

Colonels : Henry Remsen, David Clarkson, William 
Walton. 

Lieut. Colonels : Jos. Bull, James Beekman, J. Broome. 

Adjutants : Stephen Rapalje, Peter P. Van Zandt, 
John White. 

Majors : Abraham Walton, Anthony Lispenard, An- 
thony L. Bleecker. 

Second Majors : Thomas W. Moore, Garret Abeel, 
Morgan Lewis. 

Quartermasters : Abraham Brinckerhojf, Nicholas Qua- 
kenbos, Andrew Breasted. 

NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 9, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed packet we this hour received 
from Major-General Schuyler. We have also enclosed a 
copy of the General's letter to this Congress. In conse- 
quence thereof, we have ordered up, under the care of Mr. 
Watkins, one of our members from Charlotte County, 
fourteen hundred weight of powder, in a convenient boat, 
rowed with oars. This quantity, except two hundred 
weight, belongs to the different Counties of the Colony, 
and was ordered to be delivered some weeks ago; but 



finding it yet in the magazines, we have, in this necessity, 
taken it. It is the whole that can be obtained in the Co- 
lony. We have wrote to the Committee of Albany for 
their aid in forwarding this necessary article with all de- 
spatch. We have communicated this intelligence to Gov- 
ernour Trumbull. 

From the importance of General Schuyler's requisition, 
and the situation of the Army to the northward, you will 
judge of the necessity of completing the General's request. 

Pray devise some ways and means to replace our pow- 
der with all expedition, as we may be distressed, and should 
not remain in this defenceless state, if it can be avoided. 

Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant. 
By order : 

Nathl. Woodhull, President pro tern. 
To the Hon. the Continental Congress. 

NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Captain Robert Wallace, in the Brig 
Mary, sailed from Baltimore, in Maryland, on the 14th of 
September last ; cleared out the 9th, and was loaded be- 
fore the 10th, and passed the Capes on the 23d. She is 
bound for Falmouth for orders, and put in here by distress, 
and wants repairs. Her cargo consists of wheat, flour, and 
sixty casks of flaxseed. She was brought to by the Asia 
ship-of-war, in our harbour, who has pressed six of her 
men, but has promised to return them, or supply her with 
others in their stead. 

The Captain of this brig has applied to us for leave to 
come into this harbour, to unload and refit ; and when she 
is repaired, that she may be allowed to prosecute her in- 
tended voyage. From principles of humanity, we consent- 
ed to his coming up to unload and repair, but shall give 
no further orders until we are favoured with your senti- 
ments on the subject, as it may possibly be construed a 
breach of the regulations of the last Congress, relative to 
exportation. 

We are, respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
humble servants. . By order : 

Nathl. Woodhull, President pro tern. 
To the Hon. the Continental Congress. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Camp near St. John's, October 6, 1775. 

Sir : The command of the Troops employed on this 
service having devolved on me, by the indisposition of 
General Schuyler, I have the honour to acquaint you, that 
at the request, and by the recommendation of Col. Water- 
bury, I have ventured to make the enclosed appointments 
in the Fifth Regiment of Connecticut Troops, till the plea- 
sure of your Legislature be known. 

I am, Sir, with respect, your most obedient servant, 
Richard Montgomery, 
Brigadier-General Continental Army, 



SAMUEL MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Camp before St. John's, October 6, 1775. 
Sir : Ever since the 17th of last month we have laid 
siege to this place ; it is a very difficult place to come at, 
as it is almost surrounded with sunken swamps and marshy 
ground; many small occurrences have happened during 
the siege, which I cannot recapitulate. The enemy, it is 
thought, have fired six hundred bomb-shells, besides num- 
bers of cannon-shol, and showers of grape-shot; but we 
have lost but about a dozen men by them all. They played 
very severely on us when we were erecting our batteries. 
I was for three days successively where the shot and shells 
came, and the grape-shot rattled around me like hail ; but 
a good God has preserved me. I had several times the 
dirt spattered all over me by the shells and shot, but none 
have hitherto hit me. The extreme rainy season, and our 
very wet and muddy camp, make it much unhealthy. 
Some days ago I was ordered to go round and reconnoitre 
on the northwest part of the fort, where we are going to 
erect a gun battery, in order to make a breach and storm 
the place, if it can be conquered no other way, (which I 
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look upon the attempt dangerous, and the event dubious.) 
In going to reconnoitre I crawled up within musket-shot of 
the enemy's batteries, and observed their movements ; in 
doing of which I was obliged more than once to be knee- 
deep in water ; and it being rainy, I was wet from head to 
foot, from early in the morning till ten o'clock at night, by 
which I got a great cold, and have not been well since. 
I have been laid up for several days from business, only 
that I keep about, but find it too hard for my constitu- 
tion. 

Colonel Allen has been very serviceable in biinging in 
the Canadians and Indians ; but being encouraged by some 
others, he has, rather contrary to his own judgment, crossed 
the river, about five miles below Montreal, with only about 
thirty New-England men and seventy Canadian friends, 
one hundred in the whole ; and intended to augment his 
number of Canadians, and, if possible, get possession of 
Montreal; but he was the next morning met by St. Luke 
La Come, with about four hundred Regulars and French 
Tories. They overpowered Allen, and he is either killed or 
taken, with about twenty of his men, (which was a severe 
stroke to us ;) he, however, made some havock ; he stood 
his ground firing till they surrounded him, although his men 
forsook him. The Town-Major of Montreal, with some 
other of the most potent Tories, were killed in the en- 
gagement. 

On the 3d instant there was a severe engagement be- 
tween the French Whigs on one side, and the French 
Tories and Regulars on the other side, at Chambly, about 
thirteen miles from this place. The Tory party had the 
advantage, as they fired about fifty cannon-shot on our 
Whigs, when they had only small arms to defend with. 
They lost several men on each side. The Whigs main- 
tained their ground. In short, it is a melancholy prospect 
to see that all Canada is in one continued scene of war and 
bloodshed. If we don't carry our point, we have brought 
Canada into the most deplorable situation possible to con- 
ceive, as those people who have taken arms in our favour, 
with their wives and children, will be left to cruelty with- 
out mercy, and any of our Army will hardly escape with 
safety. It is amazing to me that the Colonies should have 
so little sense of the importance of this expedition, as not 
to give us a good large Army, well furnished, in due season, 
which indeed would have nearly settled the controversy ; 
but we have never yet been two thousand strong, exclu- 
sive of our friends of Canada, although we assume to our- 
selves all the airs of a potent Army. 

On the 4th instant the enemy hauled off an armed ves- 
sel to the east side, when, with her and a large schooner, 
and the cannon of the fort, they began a heavy cannon- 
ading and bombarding on our camp and battery, but prin- 
cipally aimed at a party of about two hundred or two hun- 
dred and fifty of our Canadian friends, who are intrenching 
themselves on the east side ; on which our gondolas and 
batteries returned the fire, and the Canadians poured in a 
fire of musketry on the enemy, and a party from our camp, 
commanded by Colonel Bedel, likewise came up and fired 
upon them, which made the enemy retire to their den. 
The firing of cannon and musketry was warm for about 
half an hour. Our Canadian friends maintained their 
ground, and killed som'e of the enemy, with the loss of 
only one man, slightly wounded with a grape-shot. 

I have been present with the General at a Congress and 
treaty with the Indians, where the heads of all the seven 
Nations of Canada were present ; and matters were con- 
ducted with great solemnity, and to the mutual satisfaction 
of all. 

Yesterday, St.LukeLaCorne, (that arch devil incarnate,) 
who has butchered hundreds, men, women, and children, 
of our Colonies, in the late war, in the most inhuman man- 
ner; who has ever been a head and leader of the Cana- 
dians, and all the Indians, now finding, that notwithstand- 
ing all his wiles and falsehoods, the Indians, and more than 
half the Canadians, are become friendly to us, he has now 
sent a message to us, desiring a conference with us. The 
General has agreed to a conference, to be held at La Prai- 
rie to-morrow ; Major Brown and the Aid-de-Camp on 
our side, and that wretch, St. Luke, with the principal 
leaders of the Tory faction of Montreal, on the other side. 
It is a very delicate embassy, and the consequences will 
better manifest the event than it can be guessed. The 



Indians of all the tribes, and the Canadians who join us, 
have all learned English enough to say Liberty and Bos- 
tonian, and all call themselves Yankees. The Indians 
boast much of it, and will smite on their breasts, saying, 
" me Yankee." 

It is very grievous to me that General Schuyler is not 
here ; I had a very good understanding with him, and a 
good agreement in all the modes of prosecuting the expe- 
dition ; but to my sorrow and the embarrassment of the 
service, there is not that good understanding as I could wish 
now. General Montgomery's chief confidant is one Col. 
Campbell, a Scotchman, who has been an officer in the 
Regulars, and is now Deputy Quartermaster-General, and 
is very profane. I should be very sorry to inform your 
Honour, that there is scarcely a word heard from head- 
quarters, without some oaths and curses on every occasion ; 
but I value myself on the righteousness of the cause, and 
hope in God for success. I have no great opinion of 
Montgomery's generalship, although I believe him to be a 
man of courage ; that is but a small (though essential) 
qualification of a General. 

For all the pretensions of Neiv- York, there has not been 
one head Colonel of a Regiment seen in the Army this 
year; and out of their three thousand five hundred men, 
we have never had more than six hundred down here until 
within these four days, there have come down between two 
and three hundred more. I recollect nothing more mate- 
rial. The firing goes on now pretty briskly. The enemy 
are very strongly fortified. The event of each day can 
only be told or even guessed at the close of it. 

I am, Sir, with all deference and respect, your Honour's 
most obedient humble servant, Samuel Mott. 

To the Hon. Governour Trumbull. 



GOVERNOUR. COOKE TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Road October 14, 1775.] 

Providence, October 6, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 30th ultimo came to hand last 
evening. The forming an Army to be kept in constant ser- 
vice, is a measure so absolutely necessary, that without it 
we are an undone people. The season is now so far ad- 
vanced, that it appears to me impracticable to raise one 
any other way than out of the Troops posted round Bos- 
ton. I shall punctually attend upon this important service, 
at Cambridge, at the time appointed ; and you may be as- 
sured of my doing every thing in my power to bring it to 
a happy issue. 

I have the honour to be, with great esteem and respect, 
Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Nicholas Cooke. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con- 
tinental Congress, Philadelphia. 

P. S. Some transports from Boston have lately arrived 
at Newport, where they obtained a small quantity of stock 
of two persons who have always been deemed inimical to 
the Country. Such measures have been taken as effec- 
tually to prevent their obtaining any more in the Colony. 



PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection of the 
several Towns in the County of Providence, at Providence, 
on Friday, the 6th of October, 1775: 

Whereas there has been great suspicion among the in- 
habitants in this County, as well as in the Towns of the 
Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, that our cruel and unnatu- 
ral enemies, from time to time, receive supplies of butter, 
cheese, and other provisions, by reason of the large quan- 
tities carried to the Town of Newport, &c, under pretence 
of supplying that place, Nantucket, &c. : And whereas, 
whilst it is our duty to have our friends, wherever they may 
be, reasonably supplied, it is equally our duty to prevent our 
enemies from receiving succours of any kind. It is there- 
fore the opinion of this Committee, that no Butter, Cheese, 
or any other articles of Provisions, be hereafter transport- 
ed, either by land or water, to Rhode-Island, except under 
the following regulations, viz : 

Those persons who may have the beforementioned arti- 
cles to dispose of, shall, before they proceed to market, 
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procure a certificate or certificates from the Committees of 
the respective places where such articles are laden, of the 
quantities of each article they may carry, and that they are 
persons friendly to the cause of American freedom, which 
shall serve as a pass through the respective Towns to the 
market : and provided that the said Provisions are destined 
for Rhode-Island, that they carry the same, together with 
the certificate, to John Collins, Esquire, Chairman of the 
Committee of Inspection in the Town of Newport, or to 
some person by him to be appointed ; whereupon, they 
may dispose of their Butter or other articles, to such per- 
sons as the said John Collins, or his substitute, may recom- 
mend to be friends to their Country, and to none other. 
And upon their return from the market they shall deliver 
certificates, signed by the said John Collins, Esq., or his 
substitute, as aforesaid, of the quantity disposed of, and to 
whom, unto such persons from whom they received their 
certificates ; and the same shall discharge them from all 
cause of suspicion with their Town and countrymen. And 
all persons travelling with Butter, Cheese, &tc, in any con- 
siderable quantities, without such certificate and certificates, 
shall be liable to be detained, and their goods, &c, stop- 
ped, until, at their expense, such certificates are procured, 
or until the order of the Committee of Inspection of such 
District where the same may be stopped, be taken there- 
upon . 

And whereas the honourable General Assembly of the 
Massachusetts-Bay have taken particular order with re- 
spect to the transportation of Provisions to Nantucket; 
and it is altogether unnecessary, and may be very prejudi- 
cial, to attempt to supply that island from any part of this 
Colony, by water ; therefore, it is 

Resolved, That no Provisions of any kind be suffered to 
pass through any sea-port Town of this Colony, under pre- 
tence of sending them to Nantucket ; but ail such Provi- 
sions shall be stopped, until the matter may be inquired 
into by the Committee of Inspection of the District where 
they may be stopped, and such order taken thereon as they 
shall see fit. 

Resolved, That all persons who shall endeavour to elude 
these Resolutions, or in anywise counteract them, shall, 
upon conviction, have their names published in the News- 
papers, in order that they may be avoided, as enemies to 
their Country. 

Voted. That the above and foregoing Resolutions be 
immediately printed in the Providence Gazette. 

Voted, That Captain Solomon Oucn, Messrs. John 
Brown, Joseph Russell, Job Manchester, and Noah Ma- 
thewson, be a Committee to receive any complaints that 
may be exhibited to them, and lay the same before this 
Committee at their next meeting, which stands adjourned 
to the house of the Widow Waterman, in Smitlifield, on 
the second Tuesday in November next, at ten o'clock, 
A. M. 

Whereas there have been many complaints of such as 
are venders of Goods and Merchandise in this County, for 
selling them at higher prices than settled by the Asso- 
ciation Agreement of the Continental Congress, under pre- 
tence of buying them at a higher rate, which we deem a 
breach and violation of said Association: We do hereby 
forewarn all persons from selling any Goods at a higher 
price than they were usually sold at before said Association 
took place, on any pretence whatever, as they will thereby 
incur the just censure of this Committee ; and their names 
will be published to the world accordingly. 

Caleb Harris, 
Clerk of the County Committee. 

providence (rhode-island) committee of inspection. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection, on Thurs- 
day, October 5, 1775 : 

Whereas we have reason to suspect, by frequent com- 
plaints from the country, that some persons in this Town 
do still continue the detestable practice of selling India 
Tea, the Committee do earnestly request of all persons 
who are possessed of that article, that they would deliver 
the same into their hands, to be by them stored, until the 
United Colonies do allow of its being sold. And all per- 
sons having India Tea in their possession, and do not 
deliver it up agreeable to this request of the Committee, 



will be deemed enemies to their Country, and as such be 
treated. 

By order of the Committee : 

David Lawrence, Clerk. 

Whereas complaint has been made to the Committee 
of Inspection, against me and my family, for selling India 
Tea, contrary to the Association of the Continental Con- 
gress ; which conduct is very disagreeable to the publick : 
I do therefore solemnly engage, that forbearing to give any 
further offence to the friends of the American cause, I will 
forthwith deliver up to the Committee of Inspection all the 
India Tea I or my family now have in possession ; and 
that, for the future, I will not, directly or indirectly, violate 
any part of the Association aforesaid ; and as I wish to live 
in unity with my neighbours, I earnestly ask the forgive- 
ness of the community. Nathan Angell. 



REHOBOTH (MASSACHUSETTS) COMMITTEE. 

Rehoboth, October 5, 1775. 

The Committee of Inspection for the Town of Rehoboth 
being informed that Provisions have been carried through 
said Town, to Neuport, and to other Towns at the south- 
ward, whereby the Ministerial Army has been supplied, 
the Committee met on the 2d instant, and resolved that 
no Provisions of any kind shall pass through said Town to 
Neuport, or any Town southward of Rehoboth, without a 
certificate from the Chairman of the Committee of Inspec- 
tion for the Town where the Provisions are conveying, by 
which it shall appear that the said Provisions are for the 
use of the inhabitants, and not for supplying the enemies 
of America ; they therefore made choice of Capt. Daniel 
Hunt, Mr. Nathan Monro, Mr. P. Dcgget, and William 
Cole, to inspect and stop all such Provisions. 

By order of the Committee : 

Joseph Bridgham, Clerk. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MAJOR-GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp at Cambridge, October G, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I wrote you yesterday, of which the en- 
closed is a copy, since which I have been informed that 
your illness has obliged you to quit the Army; and General 
Wooster, as the oldest Brigadier, will take rank and com- 
mand of Mr. Montgomery. General Wooster, I am in- 
formed, is not of such activity as to press through difficul- 
ties with which that service is environed. I am, therefore, 
much alarmed for Arnold, whose expedition is built upon 
yours, and who will infallibly perish, if the invasion and 
entry into Canada are abandoned by your successor. I 
hope by this time the penetration into Canada by your 
Army is effected; but if it is not, and there are any in- 
tentions to lay it aside, I beg it may be done in such a 
manner that Arnold may be saved, by giving him notice ; 
and,, in the mean time, your Army to keep up such appear- 
ances as may fix Carleton, and prevent the ibrce of Cana- 
da being turned wholly upon Arnold. He expected to be 
at Qucbeck in twenty days from the 26th of September ; 
so that, I hope, you will have no difficulty in regulating 
your motions with respect to him. 

Should this find you at Albany, and General Wooster 
about taking the command, I entreat you to impress him 
strongly with the importance and necessity of proceeding, 
or so to conduct that Arnold may have time to retreat. 
Nothing new has occurred since yesterday, deserving your 
notice. Our next accounts of your health, I hope, will be 
more favourable. Ten thousand good wishes attend you 
from this quarter; none more sincere and fervent than those 
of, dear Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department. 



addresses to general gage. 
Address of the Gentlemen and principal Inhabitants of the 

Town of Boston, to his Excellency Govcrnour Gage. 
May it please your Excellency : 

The gentlemen and principal inhabitants of Boston beg 
leave dutifully to address your Excellency on your depar- 
ture for Great Britain. 
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We can very sincerely assure you, Sir, that we have ever 
considered your appointment to the chief command of this 
Province as a distinguishing mark of His Majesty's pater- 
nal disposition towards us; and that the full effect of so 
wise and benevolent a designation we most earnestly 
hoped in those undisturbed operations of law and settled 
Government, which are so essential to real liberty. 

Your attention to the true interest of this unhappy 
Town was, in our opinion, very early manifested, and 
your compassionate desire that some steps might be taken 
that should put it in your power to rescue us from impending 
ruin in our trade and navigation, we shall with gratitude 
for ever remember. 

We cannot forbear to express our sentiments, that could 
a restoration to quiet and good order have been effected 
in this Province, by the influence of personal character, a 
gentleman of your Excellency's established reputation for 
candour and justice, for moderation, and an obliging dis- 
position, invested, at the same time, with the supreme 
military authority, could not have failed to have procured it. 

Unhappily for this Country, the general sentiments 
were too strong, and too far heightened, for the efficacy of 
your humane exertions. It must, however, be evident, we 
think, to all the world, thai to allay the ferment in this Pro- 
vince, without the effusion of human blood, has been your 
Excellency's first object ; and the pursuit will be your fame. 

We have imagined, Sir, with great pleasure, your truly 
laudable intention and most noble ambition, of being 
viewed as the happy instrument in the appeasing all ani- 
mosities, and in the reviving that mutual affection, as well 
as sense of united interest, which was once the strength 
and glory of Great Britain and her Colonies. 

We need not wish your Excellency a higher enjoyment 
than what must arise from your own reflections on your 
constant sincere endeavours for the safety and happiness of 
the people under your Government, and from that counte- 
nance of approbation which we anticipate for yon in the King. 

John Erving, John Taylor, Edw. Hutchinson, 

William Brattle, Lewis Deblois, Thoophilus Lillie, 

Isaac Winslow, Nathaniel Taylor, John Lovel, 

Thos. Hutchinson, Daniel Hubbard, Miles Whitworth, 

John Troutbeck, James Murray, Henry Barnes, 

Byfield Lyde, Archibald McNeal, Hugh Tarbet, 

Silvester Gardner, Samuel Fitch, Daniel McMasters, 

•Stephen Greenleaf, Joseph Scott, M. B. Goldthwait, 

Richard Clarke, Francis Green, Nathaniel Perkins, 

William Bowes, John Atkinson, John Hunt, 3d, 

William Walter, Peter Johonnott, Lewis Gray, 

Benj. Fancnil, Jr., Benjamin Davis, John Powell, 

John Tiiumius, Joseph Turill, James Lloyd, 

James Perkins, Nathaniel Cary, Nathaniel Brinley, 

Thomas Amory, John Simpson, James Sclkrig, 

Nathaniel Coffin, S. H. Sparhawk, William McAlpine, 

Philip Dumaresque, Martin Gay, John Jeffries, Jr., 

George Briudley, William Tay'or, William Cazneau, 

John Winslow, Jr., Ebenezer Bridgham, A. Cunningham, 

Ralph Inman, Samuel Hughes, John Greenartt, 

Alexander Brymer, John Inman, William Dickson, 

Henry Lloyd, William Codner, David Black, 

Edward Winslow, William Coffin, Jr., John Barron, 

Joshua Loring, Jr., William Perry, William Hunter, 

Robert Hallowell, Jonathan Sneliing, John Semplc, 

Wm. Lee Perkins, Adino Paddock, Robert Semple, 

Benj. M. Holmes, John Gore, Henry Laughton, 

Robert Jarvis, Benjamin Gridley, John Jay, 

George Leonard, Andrew Cazneau, Gregory Townsend, 

William Jackson, Isaac Winslow, Jr., Archibald Bowthan, 

David Phips, Gilbert Doblois, James Anderson, 

Thomas Brinley, Henry Liddel, Jonathan Simpson. 

Richard Green, Thomas Courtney, 

Boston, October 6, 1775. 



from their delusion, and discover, before it is too late, that 
the Government they want to subvert is the surest guar- 
dian of their lives, property, and freedom. 

Thomas Gage. 

The Address of His Majesty's Council. 
To his Excellency General Gage, Commander-in-Chief 
of His Majesty's Forces in America, Captain Gen- 
eral and Governour in and over His Majesty's Pro- 
vince of the Massachusetts-Bay, &fc, fyc. 
May it phase your Excellency : 

We, His Majesty's Council of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
having been honoured with your Excellency's message, 
informing us of His Majesty's orders, " that you should 
repair to England, to lay before him the state of affairs in 
this Colony," beg leave to assure your Excellency, that 
from a sense of the many virtues which distinguish and 
adorn your character, we feel the most sincere regret at 
the necessary occasions which call you from us. 

The critical situation of affairs in America, during your 
administration in the Province, has afforded an opportu- 
nity for the severest trial of those virtues; and we should 
betray a great degree of insensibility, or be wanting in 
common justice to your character, were we to suffer them 
to pass unnoticed. We reflect with gratitude upon that 
care and attention, by which we have been secured from 
many of the calamities and miseries with which we have 
been threatened. 

Your concern for the evils we have unavoidably suffered 
has exceedingly endeared your Excellency to us ; and 
we shall ever entertain a profound respect for the pru- 
dence, benevolence, and candour, which have been so 
conspicuous in your civil department, as well as the great 
steadiness, vigilance, and humanity, which have marked 
your military character. 

We have seen with pleasure the many efforts you have 
made to avert this unhappy rebellion. We lament that 
the success has not been equal to your endeavours. But 
the undisturbed constancy and firmness with which you 
have pursued this principle, opposed to every abuse which 
wickedness, delusion, or enthusiasm could devise, has been 
as much the object of admiration to the loyal, as the subject 
of disappointment to the disaffected people of this Province. 
The difficulties you have had to encounter, during your 
administration, are known but to a few. Your patience 
and secrecy have kept them from the publick eye. To lay 
them open to the world, would be a subject offensive to 
your delicacy, as well as too large to come within the com- 
pass of our address. 

We flatter ourselves, that our loyalty to the best of 
Kings will recommend us to the care and protection of 
your Excellency's successors in command ; whose charac- 
ters, in their important stations, promise every encourage- 
ment we can wish. And we hope your Excellency will 
be pleased to recommend us to our gracious Sovereign ; 
to assure him we are unalienably attached to his sacred 
person and Government ; that hoping for his approbation, 
and relying on the benignity of his royal mind, we sup- 
port ourselves with all possible patience, under the difficul- 
ties we are obliged to encounter. 

We wish your Excellency a safe arrival at the Court of 
Great Britain, where we doubt not you will meet the 
gracious approbation of our royal master. 



His Excellency's Answer. 

To the Gentlemen and Principal Inhabitants of the Town 
of Boston. 

Gentlemen: I sincerely lament the miseries brought 
upon this once happy Country, through the deep designs 
and dark contrivances of ambitious men, to raise them- 
selves from obscurity to power and emoluments; nor can 
1 reflect without pain upon the infatuation of the multi- 
tude who enjoyed perfect liberty, who felt no oppression ; 
but, deceived and betrayed, have flown to arms to avert 
evils that only existed in imagination; and in lieu of 
liberty, have madly erected a tyranny upon the ruins of 
the most free, happy, and lenient Government. 

I thank you, gentlemen, for your address, and depart 
the Province in the firm hope that the people will recover 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 6^ 



His Excellency's Answer. 

Gentlemen of the Council: 

While I thank you for your kind address on my depar- 
ture from the Province, you will permit me to testify the 
sense I have of your unshaken loyalty to the King and 
zeal for his Government. 

You have stood forth in support of both, at a time when 
an unnatural and unprovoked rebellion has been wantonly 
raised to subvert our glorious Constitution, and have de- 
spised the menaces of open and concealed attempts upon 
your lives: nor has the seizure of your properties by the 
lawless hands of Rebels deterred you from a steadfast pur- 
suit of that duty which every Briton owes to his King 
and Country. 

Such a conduct cannot fail to recommend you highly to 
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our most gracious Sovereign ; and you may be assured 
that it will afford me the greatest pleasure to acquaint His 
Majesty of your unalterable attachment to his person and 
Government. Thomas Gage. 

Boston, October 6, 1775. 

Address of the Gentlemen who were driven from their Ha- 
bitations in the Country to the Town of Boston. 
To his Excellency Thomas Gage, Esq., Captain- General 

and Commander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty's 

Province of Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, 

fyc. 
May it please your Excellency : 

When we reflect on the surprising effects of that enthu- 
siasm and infatuation which are so generally prevalent in 
this Country, and the variety of dangers to which the 
loyal and obedient have been exposed, we feel the most 
grateful sensations towards your Excellency, and are anx- 
ious to acknowledge our obligations. To your wisdom and 
prudence we consider ourselves indebted for protection 
from the lawless fury and unbridled violence of our coun- 
trymen ; and had not events taken place beyond what hu- 
man wisdom could foresee, and contrary to any calculations, 
upon rational principles, we might in all probability have 
been further indebted to your Excellency for a reconcilia- 
tion of the unhappy differences that subsist, and a restora- 
tion to harmony, happiness, and peace. 

It is with regret we think of your Excellency's depar- 
ture from this Province, but are relieved in some degree 
by a consideration of the very important services which 
you will render this Country, by a just representation of 
its present state at the Court of Great Britain, by the 
confidence we repose in the abilities of your successors to 
the civil and military commands, the hopes of your speedy 
return, and the anticipation of an establishment of the 
rightful supremacy of Parliament over this part of His 
Majesty's Dominions. 

Justly meriting and possessed of the esteem* and ap- 
plause of the virtuous and good, happy in the pleasing 
reflections of an approving conscience, and blessed with 
the gracious plaudit of the best of Kings, your opportuni- 
ties will be equal to the inclination you have ever disco- 
vered to restore and settle, on the most lasting basis, that 
union of the interests of Great Britain and the Colonies, 
so indispensably necessary to the happiness of both. 

We sincerely lament that the number of those who 
have dared to stem the torrent of rebellion and sedition in 
this Province is so small ; but we trust that the cordial 
thanks even of a few (who have fled from oppression, 
who have sacrificed their properties, and every domestick 
enjoyment, and are now ready to risk their lives, to manifest 
their loyalty to the best of Sovereigns) will not be unac- 
ceptable to your Excellency. 

Be pleased, Sir, to accept the ardent wishes of these 
few faithful and grateful subjects, that your voyage may 
be prosperous and agreeable, and that your unwearied en- 
deavours Tor the publick service may be crowned with 
success, 

Richard Saltonstall, Abij ah White, Daniel Thomas, 

John Bpwen, Sylvanus White, Levi Ford, 

Daniel Oliver, B.nj. Stockbridge, Joseph Ashley, 

Thomas D.inlbfth, William Tyng, Benjamin Grinnel, 

Edw. Winslow, Jr., Peter Oliver, 3d, Peter Etter, 

John Sargent, Caleb Whcaton, Peter Etter, Jr., 

Ward Chipman, Ebenezer Spooner, Franklin Etter, 

David Phips, John Emerson, Daniel Etter, 

Thomas Jossolyn, William Cowper, Joseph House, 

Charles Curtis, John Tillden, Sumuol Gilbert, 

Elkanah Cushman, Stephen Tillden, John Walker, 

Thqs. Foster, 3d, Joseph Tillden, Nath'l Dickenson, 

James Putnam, Joseph Hall, Jonathan Stearns, 

John ifuggle's, James Budd, Jonathan Sowl, 

James Craige, Adam Hall, Edw. G. Lytwycho, 

Samiiol Paine, Joseph Phillips, Elisha Jones, 

Elisha Ford, Samuel Goldsbury, Henry Barnes, 

Daniel Dunbar, William Campbell, Nathaniel Phillips, 

Lomuel Goddard, Stephen Jones, F. B. Winthrop, 

Seth Williams, Jr., John Chandler, Thomas Achinloss, 

Zcbodoe Terry, Nathaniel Chandler, Jonathan Dix, 

William Simmons, William Chandler, Benjamin Hart, 

Luke Hall, Ebenezer Cutler, John Cochran, 

Nathaniel Thomas, James Putnam, Jr., Peter Oliver, Jr., 

Ebenezer Whipple, Pelham Winslow, Archibald Achinloss. 
Adam Walker, 

Boston, October 7, 1775. 



His Excellency's Answer. 

To the Gentlemen that were drove from their Habitations 

in the Country, to the Town of Boston. 

Gentlemen: Your kind address at this time gives me 
much pleasure, as it affords me an opportunity, before my 
departure from the Province, to acknowledge the steady 
attachment you have shown to the true interests of your 
King and Country in the worst of times ; and the sacrifices 
you have made in support of both are great. 

It will be my duty to represent to our gracious Sover- 
eign the distinguishing proofs you have given of your 
loyalty and patriotism ; and you may be assured that, du- 
ring my absence, my successors in the civil and military 
command will afford you every favour and protection. 

Thomas Gage. 



MAJOR ISRAEL MOKETTO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE 
OF SAFETY. 

Orford, October 6, 17; 5. 

Gentlemen: A few days since 1 received a letter from 
Lieutenant Palmer, dated 23d of September, in Colonel 
BedeVs Company, informing me that they were in camp, 
about one and a half miles below St. John's; Colonel' 
Bedel is there, with about one thousand men, I would 
inform you something of the engagement that they had in 
landing. Major Brown attempted to land, and was drove 
off some time since, as most likely you have heard, with 
the loss of eight men ; but since, they landed higher up, 
without much loss. Major Brown, with a party of forty 
men, went partly round St. John's, and took possession of 
the wagon road, and took eight wagon loads of stores, and 
conveyed them so that they were well secured from the 
enemy, and hove up a small intrenchment, with his little 
number of men. But the enemy at St. John's, hearing of 
the affair, sent out a party of two hundred and fifty men, 
with two field-pieces, and obliged Brown, &.c, to retreat, 
with one of his Captains mortally wounded, and some 
other wounded men. The General, hearing the fire, sent 
off Colonel Bedel, with four hundred men, to re-enforce 
Major Brown; but Colonel Bedel met Brown, as Brown 
had retreated out. Colonel Bedel came right upon the 
enemy, where Brown had intrenched, and obliged them 
to make the best of their way back to St. John's, so 
that Colonel Bedel got possession of the intrenchment, 
and still keeps it ; and had Colonel Bedel fully took the 
advice of the Indian that led him, it is thought he 
would have cut off the whole party, with their cannon, 
&ic. ; but he was, as I am informed, afraid they would not 
be true to their trust, as no doubt we should, if we had 
been in his place. But I can assure yon, by all that I 
can learn by the post, he, that Colonel Bedel behaved 
exceeding well in that affair, &c, and that he does honour 
to the Colony of New-Hampshire, Sic. They have sur- 
rounded St. John's on every side, and cut off all commu- 
nication from Chaudiere, fee, that in the whole they have 
taken twenty-two wagon loads of stores, provisions, ammu- 
nition, and the sails for their shipping that they were 
building, and that our men had intrenched within about 
half a mile of St. John's, and began to draw the cannon 
up before the post came away; and it is most likely the 
affair is settled before this time. 

Lieutenant Palmer writes me that the French were ex- 
ceedingly kind and true, and that five hundred were then 
under arms with them, and that five thousand more every 
hour expected to join them, from Chaudiere, with Colonel 
Allen, &ic., who was gone into Chaudiere, with three hun- 
dred men, and that the French are as much engaged as our 
people in the camp, and that the Indian Captain, Louis, 
&c, are there with Colonel Bedel, and that they day 
by day join them, and that they send in their belts to 
Colonel Bedel, and receive presents from him, &tc, Sic. 
Blessed news this for our Country, &,c, and they (our 
Army) live well by the help of the French, &tc. Captain 
Moses Ilarren is in St. John's, but whether confined as a 
prisoner or joined the enemy, we cannot yet learn. 

From your humble servant, , ,-, 

J Israel Morey. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety of New-Hamp- 
shire. 
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ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH AND TOWN OF CARMARTHEN. 

Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Sheriffs, Justices of 
the Peace, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Borough and 
Town of Carmarthen, presented to His Majesty by John 
Adams, Esq., their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Sheriffs, 
Justices of the Peace, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of 
the Borough and Town of Carmarthen, whose names 
are hereunto subscribed. 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, impressed 
with a deep concern at the rebellious proceedings of our 
American fellow-subjects, beg leave to approach your 
sacred person with hearts filled with gratitude for the bless- 
ings we enjoy under your Majesty's mild and equitable 
Government, and an utter abhorrence of measures tending 
to throw off a due dependance on our present happy Con- 
stitution. This we apprehend and dread is the real (though 
concealed) motive of the present disturbances fomented 
and carried on by them, in opposition to their Parent 
Country, and regardless of the many weighty obligations 
they owe to it. The melancholy consequences that may 
arise from their present illegal conduct, taken in every 
point of view, require us to express our wishes, that your 
Majesty's Councils may form such plans as, by a proper 
exertion, may reduce to a just submission those deluded 
people now daring to appear in arms, to the great annoy- 
ance of the publick peace, and in defiance of the laws of 
this realm. We hereby promise and assure your Majesty 
of every effort in our power, that may be conducive to 
that great end, at the hazard of our lives and fortunes ; 
praying that the Almighty may bless and prosper your 
Councils, and enable you speedily to restore tranquillity to 
every part of your Dominions. 

Carmarthen, October 7, 1775. 



London, October 23, 1775. 

The late Address from Coventry, framed for the purpose 
of fomenting civil war, having been precipitately hurried 
through, as well as surreptitiously introduced, several of 
the principal inhabitants and manufacturers of that place 
thought it necessary to call a meeting, where the true 
sense of the people might be discovered.* Publick notice 
was given by the following advertisement: 

" The publick are hereby most respectfully informed, 
that a meeting is intended to be held on Tuesday evening 
next, six o'clock, at the King's Head, in order to consider 
of a dutiful, affectionate, and loyal address to His Majesty, 
upon the present alarming situation of affairs. As the 
business of this meeting will not be taken up on a partial, 
narrow, or contracted ground, but upon principles as gene- 
rally extensive and important as its nature, therefore the 
attendance of every friend to His Majesty is most earn- 
estly requested. 

"Coventry, October 7, 1775." 

In consequence of this notice, a meeting was held on 
the 10th, which proved a very large one, where an humble 
Address and Petition were agreed to. It was signed by the 
worthy Lords Archer and Craven, and about four hundred 
other respectable freemen. Friday it was presented to 
His Majesty by Lord Craven, and most graciously re- 
ceived. The Marquis of Rockingham and the Duke of 
Portland were at Court. The Petition is as follows : 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address and Petition of the principal Citi- 
zens, Inhabitants, Manufacturers, and Traders of the 
City of Coventry. 
Musi Gracious Sovereign .-_ 

At a time when some parts of the Kingdom, and even 
a small number of our fellow-citizens, profess to hold 
principles so opposite to our own, when they are repre- 
sented to your Majesty as the genuine and general senti- 
ments of the people of England, and particularly of your 
loyal City of Coventry, (at all times distinguished for its 

* It is a little remarkable, that all the Addresses to the King, (of 
which there are many from the various dependants through the King- 
dom,) to enforce the bloody measures against the Americans, are pub- 
lished in the Gazette, as news from St. James's; but as for Petitions in 
favour of America, wo see nothing of them from St. James's. Such is 
the partiality of the bloody-minded British Court. — Md. Gas. 



zealous attachment to liberty and the illustrious House of 
Hanover,) we should be dead to every sense of feeling and 
honour, if we did not protest against such proceedings, 
and publickly avow our disapprobation of them. 

In the present alarming crisis, to prostitute our con- 
sciences to hold the language of servile flattery and adula- 
tion would disgrace the characters of English freemen : 
we are called upon by the love of our Country, and by 
every tie of duty, to speak of things as they are ; to carry 
truth to the foot of the throne. 

W T hen we look back upon the system of Colony ad- 
ministration within these few years adopted, when we 
observe the manner of its execution, we cannot attribute 
the resistance of America to the arts and designs of a few 
factious men, either at home or abroad ; when we see a 
whole people, almost from north to south of that vast Con- 
tinent, (which we claim,) firmly united in one mind, and 
determined to oppose a system which they think ruinous 
to their liberty, we are naturally led to believe that they 
act from principle, and inconsequence of self-conviction. 

If we look forward to the issue of this great contest, we 
see the fate of the British Empire determined. Our 
armies and our fleets (for what can withstand their valour?) 
may be triumphant ; America may be laid low ; but what 
laurels shall we reap by such a conquest? Either we 
shall have to govern a people submitting to temporary 
necessity, a distant Province watchful of an opportunity to 
throw off a galling yoke, or we shall completely triumph 
over and cut up by the root that gallant spirit of a free 
people, descendants of Britons, which has cherished them 
in their infancy, and, through the midst of dangers, brought 
them to their present state of manhood ; that spirit, under 
which trade has flourished, and riches flowed in upon them 
and us. This, Sire, together with the alarming decline of our 
manufactures, and the starving condition of the poor, 
affords us the most melancholy prospect, and to your Ma- 
jesty we fly for redress. 

With great humility we supplicate your Majesty, in pity 
to your distressed and divided people, to interpose your 
wonted clemency, to stop the effusion of blood, to recom- 
mend to your Parliament to consider, with all due atten- 
tion, the petition from America lately offered to be pre- 
sented to the throne, which we firmly believe proposes the 
foundation of a temple of Concord, sacred to the mutual 
interests of Great Britain and America; interests which 
seem to have been joined together by the hand of Provi- 
dence, and which no friend to your Majesty and this 
Country can wish to put asunder. 

Coventry, October 10, 1775. 



FINCASTLE (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee meeting held for Fincastle, the 7th of 
October, 1775, present the following Members : Stephen 
Trigg, Chairman ; William Preston, Thomas Madison, 
Arthur Campbell, William Campbell, William Russell, 
Walter Crockett, James McGavock, William Edmonston, 
Evan Shelby, and Daniel Smith. 

The Committee being informed that Colonel William 
Christian hath accepted the appointment in the regular 
forces to be raised in this Colony, and of course hath vacated 
the several places he held in this County, it istherefore order- 
ed, that the Chairman address him in the following terms : 

" In justice to you, we declare that, as a Field-Officer in 
the Militia, our Representative in the honourable Conven- 
tion, and Chairman of this Committee, you have justly 
obtained and deserved the esteem and confidence of the 
inhabitants of this County in general, and this Committee 
in particular; and, in each of these departments, you have, 
on all occasions, discovered the utmost impartiality and 
prudence ; for which, together with the most exemplary- 
zeal and attachment to the liberties of your Countiy, and 
your indefatigable industry in the service thereof, you 
merit and deserve our particular thanks. We therefore 
hope you will accept of this publick testimony of the grate- 
ful sense we entertain of your past services; and our warmest 
wishes that your future services may be attended with such 
success as will gain you the esteem of your Country in 
general, and this Colony in particular." 

The above was ordered to be transmitted to the publick 

printer, to be published. c rr m • 

v ' r Stephen Iricg, Chairman 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE DELEGATES TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, October 7, 1775. 

Sib. : We wrote you a few days since fully, desiring the 
accounts of our supplies to be forwarded immediately, as 
also the number of inhabitants, as soon as may be. This 
serves chiefly to enclose a resolve of the Congress, which 
we were ordered to forward to the several Conventions im- 
mediately, that they might take such spirited measures as 
to them might seem meet. 

By the last advice from London, the Ministry seem 
wickedly inclined to burn more Towns; therefore we would 
humbly suggest the propriety of securing our sea-ports, as 
thereby we should not only secure the capital, but prevent 
the sons of depredation from ravaging the Country, and 
thereby completing their diabolical designs. 

By express just arrived from General Schuyler, we are 
likely soon to be in possession of St. John's and Canada, 
as the former js held besieged by our Troops, and the 
Canadians join us ; the Indians are also friendly. 

We are, with respect, your most obedient servants, 

Josiah Bartlett, 

Matthew Thornton, Esq. JoHN L * NGn0N - 



HANOVER (ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Hanover Precinct, at 
the house p( Arthur Parkson, on Monday, the 14th day 
of August, 1775, Alexander Tremble chosen Chairman ; 
when it was resolved that the Committee do attend at the 
election of Officers in this Precinct, as follows : 

Resolved, That John Wilkin and Samuel Parkly do 
attend Captain Newkirk's Company this day. And they 
attended accordingly, and Matthew Fella was elected Cap- 
tain ; Henry Smith, First Lieutenant ; Johannes Newkirk, 
Jan., Second Lieutenant; William Crist, Ensign. 

Resolved, That Alexander Tremble and James Milligan 
do attend, Captain Goldsmith's Company this day. And 
they attendee* accordingly, and William Jackson was 
elected Captain ; Arthur Parks, First Lieutenant ; James 
Mc Bride, Second Lieutenant; Andrew Neelly, Ensign. 

Resolved:, That William Jackson and James McBride 
do attend Captain Colden's Company on Friday, the 18th 
instant. And they attended accordingly, and Cadwallader 
C. Colden was elected Captain ; James Milligan, First 
Lieutenant; John Hunter, Second Lieutenant; Matthew 
Hunter, Ensign. 

Resolved, That Henry Smith and John Wilkitis do at- 
tend Captain Crage's Company on Friday, the 18th instant. 
And they attended accordingly, and John J. Graham was 
elected Captain ; Samuel Parkly, First Lieutenant ; Jo- 
seph Crawford, Second Lieutenant; James McCurdy, En- 
sign. 

Resolved, That Joseph Newkirk and Arthur Parks do 
attend Captain Galatian's Company on Friday, the 18th 
instant. And they attended accordingly, and John Galespie 
was elected Captain ; Jason Wilkins, First Lieutenant; 
Robert Hunter, Jun., Second Lieutenant ; and Samuel 
Galespie, Ensign. 

The above is a true return of all the Officers that have 
been chosen in the five Companies in the Precinct of 
Hanover,\n Ulster County, agreeable to the Resolves of the 
Provincial Congress, 

By order of the Committee : 

Alexander Tremble. 

Hanover, October 7, 1775. 



NORTH-KINGSTON (RHODE-ISLAND) COMMITTEE. 

The Committee of Inspection and Correspondence for 
the Town of North-Kingston, being convened in said Town 
on the 7th day of October, 1775, came into the following 
Resolves, viz : 

Whereas Stephen Boyer, of said Town, being accused 
of carrying a quantity of Cheese to some of the declared 
enemies to America; and he, being present before this 
Committee, hath daringly endeavoured to justify himself in 
so doing, and saith that he further intends to send a quan- 
tity of Barley and Corn to George Rome, one of our said 
enemies : 

Resolved, therefore, Thatuhe said Stephen Boyer is an 
enemy to American liberty, and ought to be hereafter 



treated as such ; and it is recommended to the publick in 
general, and strictly required of every person in this Town, 
that they forthwith break off all dealings with him ; and 
that a copy of this Resolve be inserted in the Providence 
Gazette and Newport Mercury. 

A true copy : George Thomas, Clerk. 



JOSEPH REED TO JAMES OTIS. 

Cambridge, October 7, 17 75. 

Sir: The two Officers who accompany this were taken 
prisoners some time ago, on board a vessel retaken from 
the enemy. They have been some time in Cambridge, 
on account of the indisposition of one of them, for which 
reason it is suggested to the consideration of the honourable 
Board, whether it may not be best to order them to some 
considerable distance from the camp. You" will please to 
lay this circumstance before the honourable Board. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Joseph Reed, Secretary. 



PROVINCE OF THE MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

By His Excellency the Honourable Thomas Gage, C'ojj- 
tain-General and Governour-in- Chief in and over His 
Majesty's Province 0/ Massachusetts-Bay, and Vice- 
Admiral of the same, fyc, General and Commander-in- 
Chief of all His Majesty's Forces in Nokth-America. 
To Joshua Loring, Jun., Esq., Greeting : 

Whereas it has been represented to me, that it is expe- 
dient and necessary that effects, both real and personal, 
may be sold and disposed of at publick auction. .or vendue, 
both for the full and final execution of judgments, awards, 
and decrees, that do or may arise in His Majesty's Courts, 
within and for the said Province, and also for the better 
accommodating and promoting the lawful commerce and 
trade of His Majesty's subjects inhabiting, trading to, or 
resident in said Province : 

Now know ye, therefore, That for the securing and just 
execution of the aforementioned purposes, and for prevent- 
ing all fraudulent and illegal practices therein, and other 
sufficient reasons me hereunto moving, and reposing es- 
pecial trust and confidence in your loyalty, abilities, and 
integrity, do hereby constitute and appoint you, the said 
Joshua horing, Jun., Esq., to be sole Vendue-Master and 
Auctioneer, in and for the Town of Boston, in the Pro- 
vince aforesaid; giving and granting unto you, the said 
Joshua Loring, all the customary fees, privileges, profits, 
and emoluments to the said office belonging or appertain- 
ing, hereby requiring and enjoining you, the said Joshua 
Loring, fully, faithfully, and impartially to execute the 
functions to the said office of Vendue-Master or Auctioneer 
in any wise appertaining, by yourself, your sufficient depu- 
ty or deputies, justly, faithfully, and without delay, exposing 
to publick auction all such messuages, lands, tenements, • 
and hereditaments, goods and chattels, wares and merchan- 
dise, whatsoever, as shall be committed to your care for 
publick sale, and the proceeds (first deducting all just and 
necessary expenses, together with the customary fees upon 
such sale or sales) forthwith to receive and pay unto the 
legal proprietors thereof, respectively, together with an 
account of such sales; and for the further encouragement 
of you, the said Joshua Loring, to do, execute, -and per- 
form the said office, with diligence and care, and for the 
prevention of all unlawful practices in publick sales or 
auctions, I do hereby strictly forbid and prohibit any other 
person or persons whomsoever to exercise, do, or perform 
the said office of Vendue-Master or Auctioneer within the 
said Town of Boston, after the date hereof, other than such 
as are or may be appointed by you, the said Joshua Lo- 



Given under my hand and seal, (the seal of the Province 
being lost,) this, seventh day of October, 1775, in the fif- 
teenth year of His Majesty's reign. ^ .-, 

Ti u- 17 n > j Ihomas Gage. 

iiy his Excellency s command ; 

Samuel Kemble. 
Thomas Fluckeh, Secretary. 



Pursuant to the foregoing commission, I have opened an 
office in Queen Street, for the purposes therein mentioned, 
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where constant attendance will be given and due care taken 
of all goods, wares, merchandise, and other things commit- 
ted to my charge, upon the usual and customary commis- 
sions, according to the nature of the things sold, or trouble 

attending; the sale. , T A ,„,-„„„. 

° Joshua Loring, Auctioneer. 



RICHARD HENRY LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, October 8, 1775. 

Dear Sir : A ship, in seven weeks from London, brings 
us pretty perfect intelligence of the infernal designs of our 
Ministerial enemies, as you will see by the enclosures in 
Doctor Shippen's letter. I believe they are the most per- 
fect that could be obtained, and so may be much relied on. 
God grant that our successes at Boston and in Canada may 
disappoint and thereby ruin these fatal foes to the liberty 
and happiness of the British Empire. 

My love, if you please, to General Lee, Mifflin, and 
Griffm, and my other friends with you. May Heaven pre- 
serve you, and give your Army success in the most glorious 
cause that was ever contended for by human nature. 

I am, dear Sir, your affectionate friend and obedient ser- 
vant, Richard Henry Lee. 



ELIZABETH CITY COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Elizabeth City Coun- 
tv, and Town of Hampton, October 9, 1775, present: 
William Jloscow Wilson Curie, Henry King, Cory Sel- 
den, John Tabb, Jacob Wray, Worlich Westwood, John 
Vary, William Armistead, and Miles King. 

Mr. Joseph Selden being summoned to appear before 
this Committee, to give an account of the business which 
had lately induced him to wait on Lord Dunmore several 
times, on board the Ship William., appeared, and informed 
this Committee that he was sent the first time by his father, 
to pay about twenty Pounds due his Lordship, from the 
Clerk of this County, since last October; and that on 
another time he went on board to pray his Lordship would 
discharge him from the custody of Captain Squire, who 
had seized him, in his passage to Norfolk, with others, 
when going on his own private business. Upon which in- 
formation, this Committee being satisfied with the young 
gentleman, ordered him to be discharged. 

Robert Bright, Clerk. 



CJESAR RODNEY TO CAPTAIN THOMAS RODNEY. 

Philadelphia, Monday, October 9, 1775. 
Sir: On Friday, about eleven o'clock at night, Doctor 
Kearsley, of this City, was seized, by order of the Com- 
mittee of Observation, for having wrote letters to England, 
injurious and destructive to us in the American contest, and 
wicked with respect to this City, and is now confined in 
jail, together with one Brooks, who came here with Go- 
vernour 'Skene, Mr. Carter, an apothecary, who was in 
partnership with Mr. Spikeman, and one Mr. Snowdcn, 
all of whom were aiding the Doctor in his plan.* You must 

* October 6, 1775. — About six, was called to the Committee room, 
where were twenty-nine Members, some of whom, by information, had 
been down to Chester after some letters, which they were informed 
were going to England, in the possession of Christopher Carter, who 
had been partner with .... Spikeman, in Market Street ; which said 
person they found, and then recovered the letters by throats of detain- 
ing and bringing him up to Town. And after recovering said letters, 
in two parcels, (one of them directed to Thomas Corhyn, and the other 
to Mrs. Macauley,) and taking his qualification to the whole of them, 
and of whom and by whom he received them, they then discharged 
him, and brought the letters which were now read; and as they ap- 
peared to be base and cruel invectives against the liberties of America, 
and calculated, by wicked men, to inflame the minds of the people in 
England against the Colonies in general, it was directed that, three of 
the authors be immediately taken into custody; which was immediately 
put into practice by securing Doctor Kearsley, James Brooks, and 
Ijeonard Snowdcn, (Quaker,) a brewer in Petnberton Street, and they 
were confined, under a guard, in the State-House, until next morning. 
A seal was also put on the Doctor's desk, and a guard placed at his 
house; all this done. by eleven o'clock. 

N. B. James Brooks was taken up at the Doctor's, and Snowden at 
the Doctor's street door. 

October 7,— Notices called the Committee to meet at ten. Accord- 
ingly I went and met them, there being about seventy Members. After 
some time, being met, report was made that there was reason to appre- 
hend that there were a great number of inimical letters on board the 
Snow Patty, bound to London; upon which, a Sub-Committee was sent 
down, in a pilot boat, to examine and bring them all up that were sus- 
pected, and also all persons on board that were suspected. This being 
done, a resolve was brought in by three of the Committee of Safety, 



know Kearsley has been a considerable time since marked 
out as a thorough-paced tory; for which, together with his 
having insulted the people, he was (since I came to Town 
last) carted through the streets. But the offence for which 
lie is now confined is thus circumstanced. On Wednesday 
last, a ship sailed out of this port for London, in which 
Mr. Carter was going passenger. A few days before she 
sailed, young Deivecs, son of the Sheriff, went to pay Dr. 
Kearsley some money, and coming suddenly into his room, 
found him and Carter together, with a bundle of papers 
before them, which they hustled up in seeming confusion. 
This, with Kearsley's tory character, gave Devices suspi- 
cion, and he accordingly informed a few of the Committee, 
who kept the matter secret, let the ship sail, and the pas- 
sengers go down to Chester, by land, to go on board. On 
Thursday evening, which was the day the passengers went, 
a small party was sent down to Chester; they stayed there 
that night incog., and saw the passengers go on board 
next morning. They then immediately pushed on board, 
seized and examined Mr. Carter, who, in a little time, told 
them that there were several letters from Dr. Kearsley and 
Mr. Brooks, and one from Mr. Snowden; that he had the 
charge of their letters, and was concerned with them in the 
plan they had concerted, but that the letters were then in 
the custody of a woman, down in the cabin, and that she 
had them concealed in a pocket sewed to the inside of her 
shift-tail, where, in fact, they soon after found them, and 
came back to Town, (leaving Carter, as they had promised, 
upon his making a discovery of the whole matter, on 
oath, before Mr. Graham, at Chester,) and then seized the 
authors. The letters were to Lord Dartmouth and other 
Ministers of State, but under cover to Mis. Macauley. 
The substance and design was, pressing their sending 
to Philadelphia five thousand Regulars, on which condi- 
tion they would engage five thousand more here to join 
them, provided the royal standard should be also sent in, 
and Kearsley appointed to bear it ; for that great numbers 
of those who now wear cockades and uniform were hearty 
in the Ministerial cause ; that the rest were a pack of cow- 
ards ; for that he ^Kearsley) had made above five thousand 
of them run by snapping a single pistol at them, Sic. They 
had with them, for the use of the Ministry , one of J. F . . 's 
plans of Dclaivare Bay and River, whereon they had de- 
scribed the place where the ehevaux-de-frlse were fixed. 
Besides these, and many more villanous contrivances, they 
were taking home the outlines for a print, to be struck off 
in London, showing Kearsley's late exhibition in the cart, 
going through the streets of Philadelphia with the mob, 
some of whom he undertakes particularly to describe, to 
wit : Bradford, &c, &ic, many of whom were actually not 
there, and he every now and then, by snapping bis pistol, 
made them run, &c. His abuse of the Congress, Commit- 
tees, &ic, in his letters, is intolerable — such as Rebels, &c. 
After the Committee of Safety had examined them and 
the contents of the letters, they sent a pilot boat down the 
river to overtake the ship, to bring up Carter, and to search 
the box of letters, and to bring all of them that they sup- 
posed to be from or to suspicious persons. This boat re- 

from the Congress, dated the 6th instant, ordering that all suspected 
persons that were found to act inimical to the rights and liberties of 
America, that fell under our discussing and notice, should, by us, be 
delivered over, for trial of their offences, to the Committee of Safety, 
they only being invested with that power, and not we; we having no 
right to hear or determine any case of that kind. 

This produced a warm debate for some time, and at length, upon 
motion seconded, whether the present papers, relating to Kearsley, 
Brooks, Snoioden, and Ordale, Minister of Burlington, in the Jerseys, 
should, by a Committee appointed, be carried to the Committee of 
Safety, for their sole judgment and determination, the same motion was 
carried by a majority of the whole, except one and myself. Past two, 
the Committee broke up. 

October 8. — About two, was brought to Town Christopher Carter, 
with a number of letters from on board trie Black Prince. He was 
put into prison, where the three beforementioned (Kearsley, Brooks, and 
Snowden) were sent by the Committee of Safety, last night, till further 
examination. 

October 9.— Went, at ten o'clock, to the Committee at the Philoso- 
phical Hall. Staid till twelve; in which meeting fifteen Members were 
chosen to assist the Committee of Safety in tho trials of Doctor Kears- 
ley, Leonard Snowden, J.Brooks, and Christopher Carter, whose trials 
then came on before the Committee of Safety and those fifteen Mem- 
bers, at the Lodge Room, and continued till just dark before finished. 

N. B. The four persons, beforementioned, were conveyed from 
prison, and baok there again, by a guard of Associators, not less than 
fifty, with drums, fifes, &c, &c. 

Oct. 24. — Near six, this morning, Dr. Kearsley and James Brooks, 
under a guard of eight of the Light-Horse, loft this City for the differ- 
ent jails allotted them in this Province. — Marshall's Remembrancer. 
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turned Sunday afternoon, brought Carter and put him in 
jail, and also brought a number of letters belonging to and 
wrote by other persons. The Committee of Safety has 
been sitting on these affairs all this day, but 1 have been so 
closely confined to Congress to-day, that I do not yet know 
what they have done, or what others are accused. 

Yours, &c, CiESAR Rodney. 

Mr. Thomas Bodney. 

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHDYLER. 

Philadelphia, October 9, 1775. 

Sir : The enclosed intelligence was designed to be for- 
warded on the day of its date, but the arrival of fresh ad- 
vices from you prevented it. I now, by order of Congress, 
enclose you sundry resolutions entered into by them on the 
14th of September last, respecting the appointment of Mr. 
Stringer as Director of the Hospital and Chief Physician, 
and several other orders respecting the hospital ; and a 
direction to the Commissary to pay Doctor Stringer the 
amount of costs of medicines purchased by him for the use 
of the Army, and orders that the Commissary furnish such 
other medicines as you shall direct. 

I am directed by the Congress to inform you, that if you 
judge it necessary, they approve of your appointing a suit- 
able person for a Brigade-Major in your department. 

Your several letters have been duly laid before Con- 
gress, and are now under the consideration of a Committee. 
As soon as they report, and the Congress have come to 
resolutions thereupon, the result shall be immediately trans- 
mitted to you. But they have directed me to forward to 
you by this express, under the escort of two of the Light- 
Horse of this City, what silver and gold can be collected 
in the time, lest you should be in want ; and I have ac- 
cordingly sent you six thousand three hundred and sixty- 
four Pounds, Philadelphia currency. A further sum will 
be forwarded you by the express that carries you the reso- 
lutions of Congress on the various parts of your letters; 
which will be despatched in a k\v days. 

I have nothing further in charge from Congress to com- 
municate. I hope your next will give us the pleasing ac- 
count of the restoration of your health. That you may 
have the full enjoyment of that blessing, and that success 
may crown your expedition, is the wish of, Sir, your most 

obedient humble servant, , TT T \ . , 

John Hancock, 1 resident. 

To Major-General Schuyler. 

P. S. You will please to acknowledge the receipt of the 
money. Enclosed is the invoice of the money. 



ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Manor of Livingston, October 9, 1775. 

Sir : I have received yours by Mr. Watkins, who was 
here this morning. As 1 was not sure there was any pow- 
der ready at my mill, it was not thought proper to send him 
back six miles at, an uncertainty. I have also received 
your order to send two hundred pounds to the Committee 
at Albany; this, my powder-maker has promised should 
be ready to-morrow, when I shall have an opportunity to 
send it up by Captain Dow. 

I am sorry to inform you that my mill does not turn off 
half so much as I expected ; it is partly owing to my car- 
penter committing some faults in the formation, though I 
had sent him, at my expense, to see those in Pennsylvania. 
1 am building a stove-room to dry the powder in, which I 
was not told was wanted till lately, and am promised it 
shall go better for the future. Out of the powder mixed 
with water, sent me from Albany, I have made one thou- 
sand and twenty pounds very good, the last part of which 
was sent up some, days ago. When I get the last receipt 
I shall send it down to you. My powder-maker thinks it 
hard you should order him to send up two hundred weight 
to the Committee, at twenty Pounds, when he can retail 
as much as he can make, at six Shillings the pound, and 
sell by it the hundred pounds, at twenty-five Pounds. How- 
ever, what you have ordered shall be sent, and the price 
left to the Congress. 

I remain, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Robert R. Livingston. 
To Nathaniel Woodhvll, Esq., President of the Congress 

of New- York. 



P. S. 1 have above nine hundred pounds of saltpetre, 
sent from Connecticut by one Mr. Jabez Hamlin. How 
must the powder, when made, be disposed of? I should 
also be glad to know upon what terms the Philadelphia 
powder-men work, and shall not ask any more than they 
have, whatever it be. I have also about four hundred 
pounds of saltpetre, sent me from Albany, belonging, I 
suppose, to the publick. This, when worked up, must be 
disposed according to the directions of the Congress, which 
I should be glad to have. 



officers of minute-men, pawling's precinct, dutch- 
ess COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

At a meeting of the Minute Company of Pawling's 
Precinct, on the 9th day of October instant, at the house 
of William Conroy, said Company made choice of the fol- 
lowing gentlemen for their Officers, viz : Captain, Phineas 
Woodard ; First Lieutenant, Comfort Shaw ; Second Lieu- 
tenant, Mark Williams; Ensign, Gideon Ousterhout. 
Under the inspection of 

Andrew Morhans, } „ . ,, 
Benjamin Sherman, < Committee-Men. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 25, 1775.] 

Lebanon, October 9, 1775. 

Sir : Your letter of the 30th of September last was de- 
livered me the 4th instant. Our General Assembly meet- 
ing on the day appointed for the proposed conference, ren- 
dered) it inconsistent with my duty to attend the latter. 
Shall appoint a proper person or persons to represent this 
Colony at the conference with the Committee from your 
Congress. 

It is unhappy that jealousies should be excited, or dis- 
putes of any sort be litigated between any of the Colonies, 
to disunite them at a time our liberty, our property, and 
our all, is at stake. If our enemies prevail, which can hap- 
pen only by our disunion, our jealousies will then appear 
altogether groundless, and all our disputed claims of no 
value to either side. 

Mr. KirMand, who will deliver this, appears to me a 
virtuous, religious, and very useful gentleman, deserving 
the countenance and assistance of the honourable Congress 
of the United Colonies, to enable him to secure the friend- 
ship of the Indians, and prevent their taking up the hatchet 
against us. The New-England and Virginia Colonies 
have been more especially misrepresented to the savages, 
as having injurious designs upon them. 

I am, with great truth and sincerity, Sir, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 
The Hon. President Hancock. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHING-TON. 

Lebanon, October 9, 1775. 

Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 21st of September. Have no disposition to increase 
the weight of your burdens, which, in the multiplicity of 
your business, must be sufficiently heavy ; nor inclination 
to disturb the harmony so necessary to the happy success 
of our publick operations; am persuaded no such difficulty 
will any more happen. 

It is unhappy that jealousies should be excited, or dis- 
putes of any sort be litigated between any of the Colonies, 
to disunite them at a time our liberty, our property, our all, 
is at stake. If our enemies prevail, which our disunion 
may occasion, our jealousies will then appear frivolous, and 
all our disputed claims of no value to either side. 

Yours of the 5th was delivered me the 6th. Have not 
heard of the small fleet you mention ; imagine their pri- 
mary object is Newport; they may likewise design an 
attack on some of our Towns. The letter enclosed to the 
Commissary-General was delivered him at his arrival on 
Saturday. President Hancock's letter, of the 30th S(p- 
tember, was delivered me the 4th instant, requesting me 
to meet the Committee from the Congress, on the 12th, at 
Cambridge, to confer touching the continuing, supporting 
and regulating the Continental Army. Our General As! 
sembly meeting on the day appointed for the proposed con. 
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ference, rendered) it inconsistent with my duty to attend 
the latter. Agreeable to their desire, shall appoint a pro- 
per person to represent the Colony at the conference. Ex- 
pect to obtain the favour of Deputy-Governour Griswold 
to accept such appointment. Had the meeting been earlier, 
it would have afforded me satisfaction to have attended, 
given me the pleasure of waiting on you and the other gen- 
tlemen, besides gratifying my curiosity to see the works the 
Army have made. 

I am, with great truth and esteem, your Excellency's 
most obedient very humble servant, 

Jonathan Trumbull. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



MAJOR CHRISTOPHER. FRENCH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Hartford, October 9, 1775. 
Sir : I was favoured last night with your letter, which 
I must acknowledge was very different from what I ex- 
pected. First. Because you ground your reasoning upon 
the treatment your officers meet with. Secondly. Because 
you say you cannot help expressing some surprise that I 
should contest points of mere punctilio. Thirdly. Sir, you 
are pleased to term me a voluntary instrument of an avari- 
cious and vindictive Ministry : and, fourthly ; you say you 
do not know whether the liberty of wearing our swords 
was taken or given. 1 should not have placed these ex- 
tracts from your letters so near to each other, without an- 
swering them in their order, only it appears to me I can 
thereby answer them with more brevity and precision. 

With respect, Sir, to the treatment your officers meet 
with, I informed you in my last letter, that I had told the 
Committee here, that our wearing our swords was a matter 
already granted by the Committee at Philadelphia, and 
could not be counteracted with justice, propriety, or hon- 
our to us. Of this, Sir, you have not taken any notice in 
your letter to me; though I must think it should be con- 
sidered of some weight, as it was granted by that Commit- 
tee to which we gave our paroles as to the whole United 
Colonies ; and therefore conceived what was agreed to by, 
or in the name of all, could not be counteracted by a part. 
I cannot, for the same reason, in answer to its being a mere 
punctilio, be of opinion that it can be considered in that 
light. An agreement once made, I conceive should be 
binding to both parties ; and could I be capable of acting 
contrary to my parole, I make no doubt, Sir, you would be 
among the first to condemn me. Have I not, for the same 
reason, a right to expect that what was agreed to on the 
part of the Committee to whom we gave our paroles, in 
the name of the Twelve United Provinces, should be as in- 
variably adhered to ? Would it not be the greatest mean- 
ness (not punctilio) in us to submit tamely, and without 
resenting it ? 

As I never held any commission from a Minister, I can- 
not conceive with what propriety you can call me a Ministe- 
rial officer. You are pleased to observe I am an old officer. 
True, Sir. I have served His Majesty King George the 
Third, and bis royal grandfather, near thirty-three years, 
I flatter myself with honour ; I have always done it, and 
do so still, from that motive; and shall at all times think 1 
do right in obeying his Ministers, acting under his legisla- 
tive power (as I am satisfied they now do) from constitu- 
tional principles. If you will be pleased to revise my last 
letter, you will see I acquainted you in it (as I have done 
again in the preceding part of this) that the Committee at 
Philadelphia had agreed to our wearing our swords. I 
am therefore greatly at a loss to account for your saying 
you do not know whether the liberty of wearing them was 
given or taken. I am inclinable to suppose your saying it 
must have been from inadvertence, as I cannot believe you 
could suppose me capable of telling an untruth. I did not 
communicate my letter to the Committee here, as I think 
it would be extremely derogatory to the honour of any 
commander-in-chief, to show letters written to him to the 
Committee of a little paltry Town like Hartford; nor could 
1 have conceived a set of men of their penetration and 
worldly knowledge could have communicated that para- 
graph at which you take umbrage, viz : " That I would 
have acted vigorously," &,c. I was asked by Mr. Paine, 
if I would not fight against the Colonies, if at liberty? and 
answered, I would ; in which might have been included, 



that I would endeavour to reduce them ; but I did not say 
so; and must appeal to you, Sir, if the question need or 
should have been asked. The answer was obvious ; and, 
therefore, it could only be asked with a design to have 
something to say. I told them, therefore, that I gloried in 
serving my King and Country, and should always do so ; 
and I glory even in repeating it to you. 

As there is no church here of our persuasion, we should 
esteem it as a particular favour if you direct us to be re- 
moved to Middletown, where there is one, and is but fifteen 
miles distant. 

I am to thank you, Sir, for the genteel reasons you as- 
sign for not determining with respect to the swords ; but, 
as I flatter myself you may alter your sentiments, upon 
your considering candidly my reasoning upon it, I hope 
you now will, as I cannot think of paying compliments, 
which I conceive inconsistent with our honour, even though 
we were to remain longer than the ten months (if not ex- 
changed) which are unexpired. 

1 am convinced, Sir, you will not think the worse of me 
for supporting my honour as a man — as a British officer, 
which, in all situations, I am determined to do, as long as 
I have power to subscribe myself, Sir, your most obedient 
and most bumble servant, Christopher French. 



FROM A GENTLEMAN AT BRISTOL, RHODE-ISLAND, TO HIS 
FRIEND IN NEW-YORK. 

Bristol, October 12, 1775. 
Dear Sir: Having observed in the last Newport Mer- 
cury an imperfect account relative to the conduct of His 
Majesty's Ships, under the command of Captain Wallace, 
at Bristol, last Saturday night, I embrace this opportunity 
to give to you a true and particular detail of facts that took 
place, from their anchoring in the harbour till they left the 
Town. 

On Saturday, the 7th instant, P. M., appeared in sight 
off this harbour a very formidable fleet, consisting of six- 
teen sail, viz : three men-of-war, one botnb ketch, and 
other armed vessels, all which, excepting the Glasgow, 
(which ran ashore at Paquash Point,) drew up in a line of 
battle, from one end of the Town to the other. Soon after 
they had moored, a barge came from the Rose to the head 
of a wharf, with the Lieutenant, who, asking if there were 
any gentlemen on the wharf? William Bradford, being 
present, answered, yes ; whereupon, the Lieutenant inform- 
ed him Captain Wallace had a demand to make on the 
Town, and desired that two or three of the principal men 
or Magistrates of the Town would go on board his ship, 
within an hour, and hear his proposals, otherwise hostilities 
would be commenced against the Town. The above gen 
tleman replied, as a Magistrate, that, in his opinion, Cap- 
tain Wallace was under a greater obligation to come ashore 
and make his demands known to the Town, than for the 
Magistrates to go on board his ship to hear them; and 
added, that if Captain Wallace would come to the head of 
the wharf the next morning, he should be treated as a gen- 
tleman, and the Town would consider of his demands. 
With this answer the Lieutenant returned on board the 
Rose. The inhabitants being made acquainted with the 
above conversation, repaired to the wharf, and waited with 
the utmost impatience for a reply from Captain Wallace, 
till an hour had expired, when the whole fleet began a most 
heavy cannonading, and the bomb vessel to bombard and 
heave shells and carcasses into the Town, which continued, 
without intermission, an hour and a half. In the mean 
time, Colonel Potter, in the hottest of the fire, went upon 
the head of the wharf, hailed the Rose, went on board, and 
requested a cessation of hostilities till the inhabitants might 
choose a Committee to go on board and treat with Captain 

Wallace; which request was complied with, and six hours 
were allowed for the above purpose. Colonel Potter re- 
turned, and made a report to the Committee of Inspection, 
who chose a select Committee to hear Captain Wallace's 
demands, which, after they had gone on board, Captain 

Wallace informed them were a supply of two hundred 
sheep and thirty fat cattle. This demand, the Committee 
replied, it was impossible to comply with, for the country 
people had come in and drove off their stock, saving a few 
sheep and some milch cows. 

After some hours had expired, during the negotiation, 
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without coming to any agreement, Captain Wallace told 
them, 1 have this one proposal to make: " If you will 
promise to supply me with forty sheep, at or before twelve 
o'clock, I will assure you that another gun shall not be dis- 
charged." The Committee, seeing themselves reduced to 
the distressing alternative, either to supply their most in- 
veterate enemy, or devote to the flames the Town, with all 
the goods', besides near one hundred sick persons, who could 
not be removed without the utmost hazard of their lives ; 
I say, seeing themselves reduced to this dreadful dilemma, 
of two evils, reluctantly chose the least, by agreeing to sup- 
ply them with forty sheep at the time appointed, which 
was punctually performed. 

The Reverend Mr. John Burt having been confined to 
his house by the camp distemper, when the cannonading 
began, left his habitation to seek some place of safety, and 
the next day was found dead in a neighbouring field. It 
is conjectured, that, being overcome with fear and fatigue, 
he fell down, and was unable to raise himself up, and so 
expired. A child, also, of Captain Timothy Jngraham, 
having been removed in the rain, died the next day. 

What equally challenges our admiration and gratitude to 
God, is, that no more lives were lo;t, or persons hurt, by 
such an incessant and hot fire, the streets being full of men, 
women, and children, the whole time. The shrieks of the 
women, the cries of the children, and groans of the sick, 
would have extorted a tear from even the eye of a Nero; 
but I forbear; no words can describe the dreadful scene. 

After the ships had received their supply, and stole about 
ninety cheeses and some poultry from Papaquash, they 
weighed anchor, and moored at Papaquash Point. The 
next day (being Tuesday) they went into Bristol ferry- 
way, and fired a number of shot at the houses and people 
on each shore, where three of them got aground ; but the 
tide rising towards evening, they left us, and have not mo- 
lested us since. A great number of dwelling-houses, &.c, 
were shot through, but suffered very little damage. A can- 
non ball entered a distill-house, then passed through three 
hogsheads and barrels of rum, and spilt their contents. 



MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, October 9, 1775. 

My Lord: General Gage having communicated to me 
your Lordship's separate letter of the 2d of August last, 
in obedience to your Lordship's commands, I trouble you 
witli my ideas upon the subject of the ensuing campaign. 
But I must beg leave to premise, that this Town, without 
the most unforeseen accident, will be in no danger from the 
enemy during the winter; on the contrary, that the re-en- 
forcement of two thousand men or five Battalions, from 
Ireland, will enable us to distress the Rebels by incursions 
along the coast ; and I hope Portsmouth, in New-Hamp- 
shire, will fee! the weight of His Majesty's arms in the 
course of that season. 

From the present appearance and strength of the Rebel 
Army r , and from the extent His Majesty's Troops now 
occupy for the defence of this place, nothing material will 
probably be attempted during the remainder of the cam- 
paign. ■■•■■• 

The Army will shortly have full employment in prepar- 
ing quarters for the winter, that we may get under cover 
by the middle of November, or sooner, if expedient. A 
fortification is lately begun near the extremity of the 
Town, on the Roxbury side, on which six hundred men 
are daily at work, and in this state there is only a proper 
relief for the defence of the place. The corps upon the 
heights of Charlestoion is also employed in securing that 
post for the winter. 

In answer to your Lordship's first question, viz: whether 
the ensuing campaign should open from hence with the 
whole force? I beg leave to say, that the opening of the 
campaign from this quarter would be attended with great 
hazard, as well from the strength of the country as from 
the intrenched positions the Rebels have taken, from which 
they probably would not be forced without considerable 
loss on our part; and from the difficulty of access farther 
into the country, they would have every advantage in the 
defence of it on their side, being indefatigable in raising 
field-works, which they judiciously suppose must wear us 
down by repeated onsets, whereas they are so numerous 



in this part of the country, that they would not feel the 
loss they might sustain in the least degree of proportion 
with us; neither could we prevent thern from having sup- 
plies of all denominations from the Southern Colonies, or 
even preserve the communication between the Army and 
this Town without difficulty. I may add to this the con- 
siderable expenses attending carriages, artillery, &.c, from 
the want of a water conveyance from hence, except for a 
short distance. 

Your Lordship's second query regards the division of 
the Army, for the possession of Nero- York and this Town. 
I am humbly of opinion that our strength at present is not 
adequate to the undertaking. The Generals Gage, Clin- 
ton, and Burgoyne, having declared the same, I am to 
wait His Majesty's further pleasure on this head; in the 
mean time, the utmost attention will be paid to the health 
and discipline of the Troops. 

If my orders shall be to leave a force here for the pre- 
servation of the Town, and to proceed with the remainder 
to New-York, I beg leave to intimate to your Lordship, 
that not less than five thousand men, or eight or nine Bat- 
talions, upon the proposed plan of augmentation, will be, in 
my humble opinion, sufficient for the service required. 
Such a force having Major-General Clinton at the head of 
it would probably find employment for an Army of ten 
thousand Rebels. 

And I would propose twenty Battalions to compose the 
division for New-York, which would be near twelve thou- 
sand men: this corps to be employed in opening a com- 
munication with Canada in the first instance, leaving five 
Battalions for the defence of the City of New-York. 

There would then remain three thousand Regulars for 
Qucbeck, who, with three or four thousand Canadians, 
and some hundred Indians, would compose the Army of 
Canada. But whether these numbers for Quebeck would 
be adequate to the service required on that side, I do not 
presume to give an opinion. 

The accomplishment of the primary object for opening 
the communication being obtained by the two Armies, and 
secured by proper posts, in which operation the reduction 
of the Rebels in the Province of New-York must in some 
measure be included, these corps might take separate 
routes into the Province of Massachusetts-Bay, as circum- 
stances may arise. 

But I am humbly of opinion, that by the entire evacua- 
tion of this Town, and taking hold of Rhode-Island with 
the force proposed for this place, the Army w 7 ould be 
better connected, and the corps would act with greater 
effect on that side, from whence it might possibly penetrate 
into the country ; whereas, in this station, it could only 
defend the post, and perhaps make some few incursions 
for fresh provisions, without the power of reducing the in- 
habitants. The diversion it would occasion, by drawing 
after it a large portion of the Rebel Army, would, I ima- 
gine, be equal in both situations; but being in that of 
Rhode-Island, it would occasion such a jealousy in Con- 
necticut, that the Army furnished by that Province would 
probably be kept at home for its defence. 

And for the blockade of this harbour, should that mea- 
sure be expedient upon the Town being evacuated, a small 
force might probably be intrenched with security on some 
commanding spot in the neighbourhood of Nantasket 
Road, for the convenience of the shipping, which I sup- 
pose might lie there for the purpose of blockading the 
port. 

General Gage will have the honour of informing your 
Lordship of the steps he has taken for the immediate 
defence of Halifax. 

Your Lordship having been pleased to say that the 
strength of the American Army for the ensuing spring 
shall amount to twenty thousand men, may I hope it may 
be composed of thirty-four Battalions of ten Companies, 
at fifty-nine rank and file, according to the proposed plan 
of augmentation, which will produce the number required 
of regular Infantry, upon whom we must depend for deci- 
sion ? Were it expedient to add six Battalions to the 
thirty-four already proposed for the American Army, 
amounting to about five thousand men, by an equal parti- 
tion of them between the Canada and Rhode-Island divi- 
sions, 1 have no doubt of the effects being adequate to 
the extra expense incurred by such addition. 
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The early arrival of the destined re-enforcement in the 
spring, is of such material consequence to His Majesty's 
service, that I am persuaded it is needless for me to trou- 
ble your Lordship with any solicitations upon so essential 
a point. But 1 should hope the Troops for the Boston 
division may be embarked by the beginning of February, 
in which case they may be expected here about the time 
I should wish the campaign to open, in the middle or latter 
end of April. 

I beg leave, at the same time, to request an additional 
number of Surgeons for the general hospitals. 

May I, in this place, entreat your Lordship's counte- 
nance and protection in the promotion of the additional 
Companies for some old and experienced officers upon this 
duty, who, by their good services, have rendered them- 
selves worthy of His Majesty's most gracious favour? 
The passing of them by at this juncture would deprive 
the Army of that spirit which has been so conspicuous 
among its officers this campaign ; but as General Gage 
will have the honour of laying their names before His Ma- 
jesty, I shall not presume to trouble your Lordship further 
on this subject. 

I am, Sic, W. Howe. 



ELBRIDGE GERHY TO SAMUEL ADAMS. 

Watertown, October 9, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I received your letter of September 26th. 
It gives me great satisfaction to hear that your ride on 
horseback has contributed to your health. I hope the 
friends of America who are transacting the most impor- 
tant concerns of their Country, will not find the want of 
so valuable a blessing. 

I unite in your opinion, that the eyes of friends and foes 
are fixed on this Colony; and if jealousy or envy can sully 
its reputation, they will not. miss the opportunity. Great 
attempts have been made to do this by representing the 
expenses of the camp as unreasonable. These expenses 
have been great, but they only, who do not know our 
situation woujd call them extravagant. Let it be remem- 
bered that the first attack was made on this Colony ; that 
we had to keep a regular force, without the advantage of a 
regular Government; that we had to support in the field 
from twelve to fourteen thousr-nd men, when the whole 
forces voted by the other New-England Governments 
amounted to eight thousand five hundred only. That 
New-Hampshire found it impracticable to support its own 
Troops at so short notice, and was for a considerable time 
actually supplied with provisions from this Province. That 
after we had ransacked the sea-ports, and ohtained all that 
was not wanted for their immediate support, and had 
stopped two cargoes of flour owned it- Boston, it was 
found that all the pork and grain in the Government would 
not more than supply the inhabitants and the Army until 
the new crops came in, and that there was no way left, 
unassisted as we were by the Continent or any other Co- 
lony, for we never had a barrel of Continental flour to 
supply the Army, but to write a circular letter to every 
Town in the Counties of Worcester, Hampshire, and 
Berkshire, desiring them in the most pressing terms to 
send in provisions, and engaging that the inhabitants 
should be allowed the customary price in their respective 
Towns, and the teamsters the usual rate for carting. But 
for this measure, the forces of this Colony and New-Hamp- 
shire must have dispersed. 

My attention is directed to the fitting out of privateers, 
which I hope will make them swarm here. Is it not time 
to encourage individuals to exert themselves this way ? 
General Gage, before the commencement of hostilities, 
destroyed or confiscated the provisions then collecting for 
the Army; and can we hesitate at this time about the pro- 
priety of confiscating vessels employed by him to infest 
the coasts or supply his Troops, or can we doubt the 
propriety of encouraging individuals, by giving them the 
advantage resulting from their reprisals, when it is certain 
that other plans will not meet with such success as will 
probably attend this ? 

If the Continent should fit out a heavy ship or two, 
and increase them as circumstances shall admit, the Colo- 
nies large privateers, and individuals small ones, surely we 
may soon expect to see the coast clear of cutters. The 



saltpetre discoveries are lately very great. Attention is 
paid here to the manufacture, and it is hoped that ere 
long the manufactory of powder will be equally promoted. 
When I say attention, I mean the attention of individuals ; 
it is not yet generally practised through the Government. 
Doctor Whiting is ordered to set up a leech here, that the 
members of the Court, seeing the process as by him re- 
ported, may be able to direct the works in the recess of 
the Court in their respective Towns. 

The manufacture of fire-arms is not less an object of 
regard. A Committee of both Houses is upon the Militia 
bills, and great attention ought to be paid to this matter. 
I wish to see the Militia formed not only into Battalions, 
but also Brigades, with Brigadiers for each County ; to be 
under the direction of the Generals of the Continent when- 
ever they are called to re-enforce the Army ; this adopted 
throughout America must be evidently advantageous when- 
ever the enemy shall make incursions that must be repulsed 
by the militia, and such we may probably expect. 

With respect to the Army nothing new occurs, unless it 
be the affair of Doctor Church, which continues as when 
I wrote Mr. Paine. He is confined under a guard of fifty 
men, without being permitted to communicate with any 
one. Numbers of flat-bottom boats are building in Cam- 
bridge River, to carry about fifty men each, but whether 
with design to go to Boston or otherwise, I know not. The 
camp is generally easy and healthy. Pray make my re- 
spects to your brethren from this Colony, and believe me 
sincerely your most obedient and very humble servant, 

E. Gerry. 

P. S. Since closing the above, I observe by extracts 
from the prints that the Parliament is adjourned, and the 
Ministry vigorous in their measures. If they are sending 
to Hanover for Troops, as well as to Ireland, is it not 
time for us to think of alliances ? We may depend on 
their pushing matters with the utmost violence, if the 
American Tories can effect or they themselves dare to 
attempt it. The Colonies are daily improving in the art 
of war, and will soon be invincible ; but if foreign force is 
employed against us, we may be greatly puzzled, unless 
we endeavour at the same thing, especially by our want of 
military stores before our manufactures are further ad- 
vanced. If any ill consequences from such a measure be 
dreaded, may it not be asked, what consequence can be 
more miserable to America than its subjugation ? What 
is more to be dreaded ? What more fatal ? We have 
hitherto been foremost in our plans. I hope the same 
spirit will continue. 



S. MOYLAN AND J. GLOVER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Salem, Monday, October 9, 1775. 

Sir : We were too sanguine in our expectations on Sa- 
turday, which occasioned Mr. Moylan to tell Mr. Reed 
that one of the schooners would be ready for the sea on 
Thursday next. It is difficult to procure carpenters to put 
them in the necessary order. We therefore think it will 
be Saturday before the first will be ready to sail ; on that 
day we would recommend to your Excellency to order the 
Captain and his company to set off; on the Wednesday 
ensuing, we have no doubt but that the other vessel will 
be properly fitted. 

There has some difficulties occurred in the hire of 
these vessels, relative to <be manner in which they should 
be found. It is customary for them to have but three sails — 
mainsail, foresail, and gib ; these are sufficient for the voy- 
ages they usually make. The owners justly remark, that 
were they to purchase the other sails necessary for the 
present purpose, the hire of the vessels would be inade- 
quate to the expense. There are many objections made, of 
a similar nature, which we had no other method of com- 
promising than agreeing that, on their part, they shall put 
their vessels in the same good order and condition which 
they would be obliged to do, were they hired to take in a 
cargo for the West-Indies or elsewhere ; and on ours, that 
what extra expense may accrue from the nature of their 
present employment must be a publick charge. 

Colonel Glover has given the strongest proofs of his 
good opinion of the schooner commanded by Captain 
Broughton : he has ventured his brother and his favourite 
son on board of her. However, lest any blame may lie with 
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him, if any misfortune should happen, (which GWavert,) 
he will be pleased to have the Captain and his company- 
removed to a vessel of better fame for sailing. We have 
for this purpose hired a schooner from Mr. Stevens, of 
Marblehead. She is noted for her good qualities, and will 
be ready to take in the Hannah's company and stores in 
twelve or fourteen days; the extra sails, &c, on board the 
latter will serve for her. She is taken up on the same 
terms with the other two — four shillings per ton per month, 
or five shillings four pence, lawful money. 

Your Excellency may be assured we have used our best 
diligence in transacting this business, which we will con- 
tinue to do in fitting them out, appointing agents, and in 
every command you may please to honour us with. 

We have the honour to be, with due respect, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient and humble servants, 

Stephen Moylan, 
John Glover. 

P S. Yesterday afternoon, about five o'clock, were seen 
coming out of Boston harbour, and this morning about six 
o'clock, off Marblehead, two large ships of war, a schooner, 
and a sloop, steering a N. N. E. course. It is apprehended 
they are going to Portsmouth. Mr. Moylan will set out 
for that place to-morrow. 



PARLIAMENT OF IRELAND. 

Dublin Castle, October 10, 1775. 

This day, the Parliament having met, according to the 
prorogation, his Excellency Simon, Earl of Har court, the 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governour of Ire- 
land, went in state to the House of Peers, and being 
seated on the Throne, with the usual solemnity, the gen- 
tleman Usher of the Black-Rod was sent with a message 
from his Excellency to the House of Commons, signifying 
his pleasure that they should immediately attend his Ex- 
cellency in the House of Peers ; the Commons being come 
thither accordingly, his Excellency made the following 
speech to both Houses : 
My Lords and Gentlemen : 

Your distinguished loyalty to the King, your just atten- 
tion to the honour and dignity of his Government, and 
your well regulated zeal for the peace and happiness of 
your Country, have made so sensible an impression on my 
mind, during a three years' residence amongst you, that, 
encouraged by the experience of what 1 have seen, it is 
with the most sincere satisfaction I meet you again in Par- 
liament. 

1 am persuaded that you entertain a grateful sense of 
the blessings you enjoy under the mild and firm Govern- 
ment of the best of Sovereigns ; and His Majesty relies 
on the known zeal and loyalty of his subjects of Ireland, 
that, whilst his Government is disturbed by a rebellion 
existing in a part of his American Dominions, you will be 
readv to show your inviolable attachment to his person 
and Government, in the assertion of his just rights, and in 
the support of his legal authority. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons : 

I have ordered the proper accounts and estimates to be 
laid before you, that you may be enabled to judge of the 
provisions necessary to be made for the ordinary expenses 
of His Majesty's establishments, and for discharging an 
arrear which has been unavoidably incurred. 

Mi) Lords and (xcntlemen : 

I am happy to inform you, that, since your last meeting, 
His Majesty's tender concern for the welfare of this King- 
dom hath induced him to pass several laws in the British 
Parliament, highly beneficial to your commerce, your manu- 
factures, and your agriculture. 

By the act which extends the great advantages of Bri- 
tish fisheries to Ireland, a source of industry and wealth 
is opened to you, which has made other Nations great and 
flourishing : let me, therefore, recommend to your earnest 
attention the improvement of advantages tending so ob- 
viously to promote your navigation and trade, in the pur- 
suit of which you may depend upon my warmest assistance 
and support. 

The act which allows the clothing and accoutrements 
necessary for His Majesty's forces, paid from the revenues 
of this Kingdom, to be exported from Ireland, is a parti- 



cular mark of the royal favour; and even that which 
allows the importation of rape-seed into Great Britain, 
from th'i3 Kingdom, under certain regulations, connected 
with those salutary laws passed in your last session, form 
such a system of agriculture and improvement as will, I 
trust, secure riches and plenty to the people of Ireland. 

A bounty granted by Great Britain upon the importa- 
tion of flax-seed is so marked a recommendation of the 
linen manufacture, that it becomes needless for me to urge 
the most persevering application to that staple of your 
Country. 

The Protestant Charter Schools, an institution estab- 
lished on the principles of wisdom and humanity, and so 
peculiarly adapted to the present state and circumstances 
of this Kingdom, are eminently entitled to your considera- 
tion and care. 

On my part, you ma}' be assured that I shall continue 
faithfully to represent your loyalty and zeal to His Ma- 
jesty ; and that I shall cheerfully co-operate with you in 
whatever may tend to advance the prosperity and happi- 
ness of this Kingdom. 

Sir Charles Bingham enlarged on His Majesty's good- 
ness to Ireland, and the grateful sense his subjects ought 
to entertain of the same, which demanded a stronger ex- 
pression of zeal and duty than ordinarily; adding, that these 
acts had been principally obtained by the attention of Lord 
Harcourt, and the assiduity of Sir John Blaquiere. He 
thought, if the House were cold on the affair of America, 
it would make the Americans persist longer in their rebel- 
lion ; but if unanimous in their loyalty, it would bring it 
soon to an end, and prevent other Nations from assisting 
them. He then moved for an address to His Majesty, 
which he read ; and it was, as usual, a repetition of the 
speech in every point, with thanks for continuing Lord 
Harcourt as Lord Lieutenant. 

The address was seconded by Mr. Townlcy Balfour. 

Mr. Ponsonby rose to oppose agreeing to that part of 
the address relative to the Americans, which he was sorry 
was brought into question there, as it was highly impru- 
dent to do, since the House could not decide upon it, as 
no man there was master of the subject, for want of proper 
materials and proper evidence; nay, even if they had both, 
it was a subject too nice, tee delicate, and too high, for the 
Commons of Ireland; nay, it was also premature, as the 
British Parliament would rnest in a few days, and they 
ought to wait for their determination. Besides, they might, 
by intermeddling, make themselves subject to requisitions 
for assistance not in their power to give ; that taking notice 
of American affairs was like embarking on the wide At- 
lantick Ocean, without a compass to steer by, or provisions 
for the voyage. He instanced the social war of the Ro- 
mans, which was forced to be compromised, to avoid de- 
struction to the Empire. He then moved, as an amend- 
ment, in lieu of the paragraph in the address, to say, "the 
Commons were concerned to see differences arise between 
His Majesty's Parliament of Great Britain and his Colo- 
nies ; that they relied on his paternal care to heal this 
breach ; and though they had hitherto heen silent on this 
affair, they should now be wanting in their duty, if they 
did not express their hopes of a reconciliation ; and If, after 
the offer of conciliatory measures, the Americam should 
still stand out, his faithful subjects of Ireland woulcTdo their 
utmost to support him." 

Mr. Conolly seconded this amendment, and said he had, 
in the British Parliament, opposed every act against the 
Americans ; that they ought not to promise any thing on 
that head, as it would tend to a demand for a supply, to 
enable Britain to subdue the Colonies, and the next step 
would be to tax Ireland in the British Parliament ; for it 
had been already asserted there, that they had an absolute 
right to do so, without their consent. 

Mr. George Ogle urged it was wrong to bring even the 
idea of America into the House — for if you take the part 
of the Americans, you irritate England; and if you assist 
Britain, you thereby vote away your own liberties — that 
they ought not too hastily fix the stain of rebellion on two 
millions of fellow-subjects ; that the English longed for the 
Risk-lands, and if you vote the Americans to be rebels for 
resisting a taxation where they are riot represented, what 
can you say when the English will tax you ? 
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Sir Edward Neivenham spoke on the same side of the 
question, and observed, if they voted against America, 
whenever matters were decided, the Americans would re- 
member it, and not take a yard of our linen, nor send us 
any of their flour, in any extremity. 

Sir John Blaquicre replied, that the address was only 
to testify our loyalty, and nothing further; that the original 
dispute was now lost in the consequences; that he was not 
empowered to call the Americans by any other name than 
that of Rebels; that no supply would be asked or expected 
on their account ; and that, on the Scottish rebellion, and 
all other wars, the Commons always addressed to declare 
their loyalty. He added, that any mention in the English 
House of a right to tax Ireland was only the rash opinion 
of some individuals, not that of Government, and was 
wrong-founded; and this address would be of great effect 
to end the quarrel, when the Rebels found they could have 
no countenance from hence. 

Mr. Conolly spoke again, adding, that the promise made 
at the augmentation, of leaving twelve thousand men always 
here, for our defence, was now broken. 

Mr. Yeherton said he expected a different motion from 
the gentleman who made it ; that he could not call the 
Americans rebels, without at the same time allowing the 
right and authority of the British Parliament to tax them ; 
and no slavery can be more perfect than to be taxed where 
men are not represented. He dwelt on the same arguments 
with Mr. Ponsonby and Mr. Ogle, and said he would agree 
to the amendment, rather than the original address ; but 
had rather every thing relative to America should be to- 
tally omitted. 

- Mr. Dennis Daly observed, that the idea of taxing Ire- 
land was to be found in the King's speech at the opening 
of the last sessions of Parliament; but, indeed, they might 
permit Ireland to have one, whilst the members would be 
tools to fleece the publick. 

Mr. Ilussey Burgh said the motion was too sudden, and 
they had not time to determine. No money could be voted 
without passing through a phalanx of Committees ; but 
here a vote of the utmost consequence to their liberties 
was urged in a moment. It might be a feather in the cap 
of the Minister, but it had a poisoned dart to the interests 
of Ireland joined to it. Gentlemen might argue on decla- 
rations against taxing Ireland; but should thirty thousand 
English swords enforce that doctrine, the eloquence of 
gentlemen would be but a weak defence against them. On 
what authority could they vote the Americans rebels? On 
none but newspapers ; and he hoped the right honourable 
gentleman would move, that the proper officers (printers' 
devils) should lay them before the House. 

Mr. Bushe said such an address would most infallibly 
produce a requisition for a supply to enforce the war against 
America ; and if we agree to it, the next step will be to 
tax Ireland in the British Commons. 

Mr. Ilussey Burgh agreed it would be best to leave out 
the entire mention of America. 

Mr. James Brown spoke against the amendment. 

The question was put, and the House divided : Ayes, 
for the amendment, forty-nine ; noes, against it, ninety- 
nine. 

Mr. Gardiner then moved, that the whole clause rela- 
tive to the Americans should be expunged. 

Colonel Brown opposed it, and said the whole troubles 
there arose from a speech of Lord Chatham's, which was 
as unintelligible as St. Athanasius's Creed. 

The House divided : Ayes, for keeping the clause, ninety; 
noes, for expunging it, fifty. 

Captain Wilson, just before the question was put, said, 
no reward the King could give could satisfy his conscience, 
if he voted for the clause. 

Mr. Hussey Burgh then opposed the promise of grant- 
ing for arrears, and moved the question for adjournment, 
on which the House divided : Ayes, for adjournment, thirty- 
nine ; noes, against it, eighty-two. 

Mr. Charles Bingham agreed to add the word unavoid- 
able before arrears; and then the House agreed to the ad- 
dress, and a Committee was appointed to draw it up. 

Colonel Boss moved an address to the Lord Lieuten- 
ant; which was carried; and the House adjourned, as it 
was near twelve o'clock. 



Wednesday, October 11, 1775. 

The Resolutions for the Address, read last night, having 
been committed, Sir Charles Effingham reported from the 
Committee the Address pursuant thereto; which was read, 
first entire, then paragraph by paragraph. 

When the clause relative to the Americans, which had 
been yesterday the chief bone of contention, was read 
again, Mr. John Hatch proposed to leave it entirely out ; 
but since the great majority on the former question for that 
purpose sufficiently showed him that it was necessary to 
take some notice of the American troubles, and to testify 
to the King the loyalty of the Commons, he wished gen- 
tlemen would agree to another clause which he had framed, 
and he hoped would satisfy every member. This clause 
imported "to assure His Majesty of the unalterable loyalty of 
his Irish subjects, who would be ready to testify their hearty 
attachment to his person and Government, in all his just 
rights, and the support of his legal authority, whensoever 
his Government shall be disturbed in any, even the most 
distant part of his Dominions." 

Though this clause seemed to answer every intention, 
yet many gentlemen adhered firmly to the words of the 
address, which were a transcript of those in the speech 
from the throne ; and a debate ensued, which was carried 
on with great eloquence. The arguments of the preceding 
day were recapitulated, with very few additional reasons ; 
for indeed the subject had been then sufficiently canvass- 
ed, and need not be repeated here. Such as were either 
new, or set in a different light, were to the following pur- 
port : 

The eagerness with which gentlemen who supported the 
original address insisted on the very words, and so strenu- 
ously opposed any alteration, though they carry the same 
meaning, seems to evince that some particular design was 
couched under them ; that it was intended, doubtless, to 
convey an approbation of those Ministers whose counsels 
had caused and increased the troubles in America, and now 
breathe nothing but terrour to its people. These counsels 
might be fatal, and to approve them indiscriminately, with- 
out sufficient grounds, (and no evidence was before the 
House,) would only assist the British Ministry to deceive 
the people, and blind the King. It was said this address 
was intended only to demonstrate the loyalty of the Com- 
mons ; and a right honourable gentleman (Sir John Bla- 
quiere) had declared there was no supply to be asked 
now, in consequence of this testimony. Perhaps none 
might be asked now, but in all probability it soon may; 
and then it might be told they had pledged themselves to 
the King to assist him against the Rebels. But it seemed 
evident this clause was inserted for another particular pur- 
pose. Lord Chatham had said, in the British Parliament, 
that Ireland, to a man, was in favour of the Americans; and 
this address was intended as a reply to that speech, and to 
insinuate that it was the general sense of the Irish Nation, 
expressed by their Representatives, that the Americans 
were in actual rebellion. But it was well known many 
gentlemen in the House were of a contrary opinion, as well 
as the generality of the people without doors. An hon- 
ourable gentleman (Mr. Solicitor-General) had yesterday 
mentioned the Proclamation, and mentioned pains and 
penalties hanging over those who should act contrary 
thereto. But members of Parliament were not to be in- 
timidated by such words from a freedom of speech and a 
freedom of discussion ; for proclamations are of no avail, 
unless sanctified by law — their intent is not to make law, 
but to declare and promulgate what the law is. The pre- 
sent dispute is not between Ireland and the Colonies, with 
whom she has no connection, but between Great Britain 
and her Colonies; and it would be as absurd to take a part, 
as it would be if they were told a rebellion was broke out 
in the East-Indies. It was, indeed, an important subject, 
as great as ever came before any Senate ; but it would 
be highly imprudent to interfere. Is it not clear it would 
deprive them of their chartered rights? and if resistance 
against those who would tear their liberties from them is 
deemed rebellion, all honest men would be rebels ; that 
those who say this clause is only to show loyalty and zeal, 
deceive the House. It is more — it is to decide that the 
Americans are rebels, without any means of judging clearly 
they are so. It is evident they had a tax imposed on 
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them, without their consent; which tax was to be paid into 
the British Treasury, and not to centre in the Colonies 
themselves. The resistance against such taxation ought 
no more be styled rebellion than that at the time of the 
Revolution, which was brought about by resisting against 
oppressions. These arguments were principally used by 
Mr. Hatch, Mr. Chapman, Mr. French, Mr. George Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Barry Barry, Mr. Ogle, &,c, &tc. 

On the other side, it was urged by Mr. Hellen, Captain 
Josephson, Colonel Burton, and Mr. Carlelon, that the 
words in the address were proper. His Majesty had ac- 
quainted the House with the most material and important 
occurrence that had happened since the last session of Par- 
liament; and hoped that, whilst the American subjects had 
departed from their duty, his subjects of Ireland would lay 
their hearts at the foot of the throne, and testify their loy- 
alty and their intention to support his just rights and legal 
authority. Could they refuse to do that? This was all 
that was expected, and less they could not do with any 
degree of duty and consistency. The amendment implied 
a doubt that the Americans were in rebellion ; but can there 
be a doubt? Is not America in open war against the King's 
forces? Is not all civil order dissolved? Is not the ad- 
ministration of the Colonies in the hands of usurpers ? In 
this case our silence would be deemed an approbation of 
their measures. A neutrality is impossible; as it would be 
impolitick to be maintained, as it would affront both. The 
Irish must declare ; and for whom is it most just, most 
prudent to declare? For Britain, who was breaking down 
the barriers against our trade, encouraging our manufac- 
tures, and extending our commerce ; or America, who had 
refused to trade with us ? The Proclamation was not with- 
out sufficient authority — it was legalized by the resolutions 
of both the Lords and Commons — and the Earl of Chat- 
ham's speech was not held of that consequence to be con- 
tradicted expressly by an address of that House, for many 
of his speeches were more famous for their boldness than 
their veracity. 

Mr. Hussey Burgh had hitherto been silent, and had 
been employed in framing a fresh clause, as he thought 
that proposed by Mr. Hatch went too far. It promised 
assistance against any disturbances, which this Country was 
not able to afford. He communicated his amendment to 
that gentleman, who consented to withdraw that which he 
had made. Mr. Hussey Burgh then moved for the adoption 
of his clause, which was, " to assure His Majesty of their 
concern to hear that his Government has been disturbed 
by any dissensions in America; but they had a firm reli- 
ance on the wisdom, justice, and mercy, of His Majesty's 
counsels, to terminate them in the manner that would be 
most advantageous to the whole of his Dominions." 

This motion raised a fresh debate, in which most of the 
former ground was trod over again. Col. Brown urged the 
necessity of contradicting the assertion of Lord Chatham. 

Mr. Gardiner said the British Ministry were acting 
like those rash practitioners who prescribe immediate am- 
putation, when any inflammation or gangrene comes on, 
which might be cured by gentler means; and that agreeing 
with the words of the original clause would carry us far- 
ther than we were aware. 

Captain Hamilton gave a long detail of the proceedings 
of the different Administrations, from Mr. Grenville to Lord 
North ; said the last war was merely an American war, as 
it was undertaken solely on their account ; inveighed strong- 
ly against their ingratitude and their behaviour in regard to 
the tea, and concluded they were absolutely rebels. 

Mr. Holmes spoke in favour of the address ; and Mr. 
Dillon declared he should be against the amendment, as 
he was against making any mention at all of the Ameri- 
cans. 

Mr. Hussey Burgh expressed his terrour of the conse- 
quences that would result from joining to an address which 
supported sanguinary measures, and urged a vindictive Ad- 
ministration to proceed to the last extremities. If the 
Americans were brought on their knees to the Minister 
as had been the favourite expression, they could expect 
nothing but slavery. A conqueror, when he held his sword 
over the head of the vanquished, has, indeed, been known 
to spare his life, but never to give him liberty. To keep 
the subdued Colonies in a state of subjection would require 



a large standing Army; and these troops would be ready, 
whenever required, to come over and destroy the liberties 
of the other subjects. Ireland would then be enslaved, 
since those who are slaves themselves are the fittest to en- 
slave others ; and Great Britain itself would then become 
only the seat of a wide-extended despotism. It is evident 
Britain has not relinquished her design of destroying the 
rights of this Kingdom ; she has torn off already one of 
the valuable privileges of a free nation, an appeal to the 
House of Lords ; and the book written by Molyneux, in 
defence of Irish rights, was burnt by the hands of the com- 
mon hangman. They only wait an opportunity, and it 
would be wrong to give them the least handle for one. An 
honourable gentleman (Captain Jejjhson) has called the 
Americans the offspring of convicts, the outcasts of this 
Country. Many of them are so; but why this cruel in- 
sult on persons guilty of no crime ? The law spared the 
lives of their forefathers, who were criminals ; but it is 
tenfold cruelty to destroy their guiltless children. Many 
gentlemen have doubtless undertaken to do, as it is called, 
the King's business in the House, and are to be properly 
considered for it ; but this is the Minister's business, and 
ought to have an extra charge. 

Sir John Blaquicre teplied, and repeated that no supply 
was wanted in consequence of this address. He urged, 
that the acts in favour of Ireland were resolved on before 
the war broke out in America, and therefore not held out 
as any inducement to this expression of loyalty ; that it 
would shortly appear that twenty-five thousand Pounds 
per annum had been saved on the military establishment, 
and near eighty thousand Pounds on contingencies ; there- 
fore, the King well deserved any dutiful expressions. 

Mr. Conolly and Mr. Yeherton replied, in behalf of the 
amendment. The latter said a proffer of loyal hearts 
would soon bring on a supply for the American war, as it 
was well known the Irish never gave their hearts without 
their hands ; that the Ministry were acting the wish of Ca- 
ligula. They had cut off the rights of thirteen t>r four- 
teen Colonies at once ; Ireland would be next, and then, 
when liberty had but one neck, that too would.be lopped 
off at one stroke. 

Mr. Prime Serjeant and Mr. Solicitor- General dwelt on 
the impropriety of the address; and the question being put 
on agreeing to the amendment, the House divided : Ayes, 
fifty-two ; noes, ninety-two. 

When the question was put on the original clause, Mr. 
Dillon opposed it, and the House divided a second time : 
Ayes, ninety; noes, fifty-four. Majority for the clause, 
thirty-six. 

Thus the Address was agreed to, as was that to the 
Lord Lieutenant, reported by Colonel Boss. 

Thursday, October 12, 1775. 

Captain Wilson said, that as his knowledge of American 
politicks was only derived from newspapers, he was con- 
vinced, as such authority had heretofore been deemed un- 
worthy the attention of the House, of his incompetence to 
discuss the subject, although he was fixed in his sentiments; 
for which reason he did not take a part in the debate yes- 
terday. He said that it had been much complained of, 
that gentlemen too often came into the House predeter- 
mined how they would vote, let the arguments be, on either 
side, however cogent; but that he thought on some occa- 
sions it was expedient and necessary for gentlemen who 
did not make politicks their entire study. To support his 
position, he said, that the variety of contradictory asser- 
tions which often happened in the House, must, on subjects 
of importance, unavoidably bewilder the understanding of 
many. For instance, that he had heard it asserted that 
the greatest part of His Majesty's Colonies were now in a 
state of rebellion, and, on the other hand, that they were 
only contending for their natural rights, in opposition to a 
tyrannick Ministry. He heard it said, that the American 
proceedings were abhorred by almost all His Majesty's 
subjects; and that he had heard it insisted, that an infinite 
majority of the Protestants of Ireland, wished then) an 
emancipation from their oppression, as the probable conse- 
quence of the Ministry issuing their design on America 
must be the inevitable vassalage of Ireland. That he had 
heard it insinuated that a great man, well known in the 
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political world, was a man of fire without judgment, and 
words without truth ; that by others it was alleged he 
was revered by every friend of the Constitution, and was a 
most able and unrivalled statesman. That he heard it said, 
the import of the clause in the address respecting the Ame- 
rican disputes, was of no other consequence than to declare 
our attachment to His Majesty; and, on the other hand, 
he heard it strenuously contended, that it was a very dan- 
gerous foundation for a more dangerous superstructure. 
That he heard it asserted the Americans were an infamous, 
fanatick banditti, consisting of the outcasts of both King- 
doms; and, on the other hand, as warmly maintained, that 
they were a wealthy, honest, brave, industrious people, 
toiling to enjoy their natural rights. He then said he would 
not at that time pretend to give an opinion, but that, if they 
were that desperate gang as represented, they were very 
unfit to be trusted with dangerous weapons ; wherefore, he 
begged to submit a proposal to the consideration of gentle- 
men ; which was, that in the next address they should insert 
the following clause : 

" That His Majesty's Ministers may graciously take into 
consideration the dangerous effects, on His Majesty's liege 
Troops, by those inhuman weapons called rifle-guns ; and 
that they may be pleased to issue a proclamation forth- 
with, that such of the Provincial Troops as are called Rifle- 
men be disbanded, and the barrels of their guns be turned 
into plough-irons; and, by way of punishment to those who 
have made use of such weapons, that they may be con- 
verted into plough-horses; and if any difficulty should at- 
tend the execution of such orders, that said men and guns 
be sent to His Majesty's Ministers of the Gospel in Cana- 
da, who will very soon have the matter accomplished, as 
they do not find the least trouble in much more miraculous 
transformations." 

The House then adjourned till Tuesday, the 24th in- 
stant. 

Dublin Castle, October 12, 1775. 

The House of Lords and Commons having resolved 
upon humble Addresses to His Majesty, the same, together 
with Addresses from both Houses to the Lord Lieutenant, 
were this day presented to his Excellency, and, with his 
Excellency's Answers, are as follows. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, in Parliament assembled. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament assembled, 
do most humbly beg leave to assure your Majesty of our 
unalterable loyalty to and undiminished zeal for your Ma- 
jesty's royal person, family, and Government. 

We return your Majesty our sincerest thanks for con- 
tinuing his Excellency Simon, Earl Harcourt, in the 
Government of this Kingdom, whose distinguished merit 
in the hiodi stations he has filled, whose eminent virtues 
and exalted character, as well as a most affectionate regard 
to the welfare of this Country, uniformly manifested by 
him during a three years' constant residence amongst us, 
leave us no reason to doubt that he will at all times make 
a just and effectual representation of us to your Majesty. 

We beseech your Majesty to believe that we are filled 
with a just and lively gratitude for the many blessings we 
enjoy under your mild and firm Government, and your 
Majesty may rely on our unfeigned zeal and unshaken loy- 
alty, that whilst your Government is disturbed by a rebel- 
lion existing in part of your American Dominions, which 
we cannot hear of but with the utmost abhorrence and in- 
dignation, we shall ever be ready to show our most invio- 
lable attachment to your Majesty's royal person and Gov- 
ernment, in the assertion of your just rights and the support 
of your legal authority. 

We most sensibly feel the tender concern which your 
Majesty has graciously shown for the welfare of this King- 
dom, manifested by the several laws passed in the British 
Parliament, highly advantageous to our commerce, our 
manufactures, and our agriculture. 

We are truly grateful for the act which extends the great 
advantages of the British fisheries to Ireland, whereby a 
source of industry and wealth is opened to us, which 



has made other nations great and flourishing ; and it shall 
be our constant endeavour to improve advantages tending 
so obviously to promote our navigation and trade. 

We beg leave to express our highest satisfaction and 
thankfulness for that particular mark of your Majesty's 
royal favour, the passing the act which allows the clothing 
and accoutrements necessary for your Majesty's forces, 
paid from the revenues of this Kingdom, to be exported 
from Ireland. And we have the utmost confidence, that 
the act which allows the importation of rape-seed into 
Great Britain, from this Kingdom, under certain regula- 
tions, will, connected with those salutary laws passed in 
this Kingdom during the last session of Parliament, form 
such a system of agriculture and improvement as, we trust, 
will secure riches and plenty to the people of Ireland. 

We acknowledge with gratitude the bounty granted by 
Great Britain upon the importation of flax-seed into Ire- 
land, which we consider as so marked a recommendation 
of the linen manufacture, as must engage us in the most 
persevering application to that staple of this Country. 

We consider your Majesty's gracious recommendation of 
the Protestant Charter Schools as a strong proof of your 
attention to the established religion of this Country; and 
as we are convinced that they are eminently entitled to our 
consideration and care, they shall certainly meet with our 
utmost protection and assistance. 

We beg leave most sincerely to assure your Majesty 
that, truly sensible of your constant and uniform attention 
to the strict preservation of our laws and liberties, we shall 
be always ready to testify our most dutiful attachment to 
your royal person, family, and Government, and to exert 
the most cordial zeal in support of the honour and dignity 
of your Crown ; certain that by such conduct we shall en- 
sure to ourselves and our posterity a continuation of that 
uninterrupted protection and favour which your subjects of 
this Kingdom have universally experienced under the Gov- 
ernment of your Majesty — convinced that, in the mild and 
just reign of the best of Sovereigns, we cannot fail of be- 
coming a happy and flourishing people. 

W. Watts Gayer, ) r<] D 7 . 

X7 /-, > Her. rarhamentor. 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant' s Answer. 

I will forthwith transmit this dutiful and loyal Address, 
to be laid before His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
gesses, in Parliament assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Commons of Ireland, in Parliament assembled, beg leave 
to assure your Majesty of our steady loyalty to your person, 
our attention to the honour of your Government, and our 
zeal to preserve the peace and happiness of your subjects. 

We return our most grateful thanks to your Majesty for 
your paternal care, in being graciously pleased to continue 
in the Government of this Kingdom a Nobleman, who, 
during three years that he hath presided over us, has given 
ample proofs of those abilities and virtues that have dis- 
tinguished his publick character, in every station which he 
has rilled under your Majesty, and have dignified his pri- 
vate life in every relation which he hath borne to society. 
We are happy to express the favourable impression which 
our past conduct has made upon his mind, and our anxious 
desire that our future proceedings may warrant the same 
disposition towards us, in his representations to your Ma- 
jesty. 

We beseech your Majesty to believe that we are filled 
with a just and lively gratitude for the many blessings we 
enjoy under your mild and firm Government, and that your 
Majesty may entirely rely on our most unfeigned zeal and 
unshaken loyalty, that whilst your Government is disturbed 
by a rebellion existing in a part of your American Domin- 
ions, which we hear with abhorrence and feel with indig- 
nation, we shall be ever ready to show our most devoted 
and inviolable attachment to your Majesty's sacred person 
and Government, in the assertion of your just rights, and 
in the support of your legal authority. 
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We declare our readiness to grant the supplies necessary 
for the ordinary expenses of your Majesty's establishments, 
as far as the state and circumstances of this Country will 
permit, and to provide for the arrear unavoidably incurred 
thereon. 

We acknowledge your Majesty's tender concern for the 
welfare of this Kingdom, in the several laws recently 
passed in Great Britain, highly advantageous to our com- 
merce, manufactures, and agriculture, and profess our reso- 
lution to improve advantages, so obviously beneficial to our 
navigation and trade, as those which must arise from an 
act which extends the great benefits of British fisheries to 
Ireland, which has been the source of industry and wealth 
to other nations. 

We thankfully express our satisfaction for that particular 
mark of your Majesty's royal favour, the act allowing the 
clothing and accoutrements for your Majesty's forces, paid 
from the revenues of this Kingdom, to be exported from 
Ireland; and are confident that the act which allows the 
importation of rape-seed to Great Britain, from this King- 
dom, under certain regulations, will, connected with those 
salutary laws passed in this Kingdom during the last session 
of Parliament, form such a system of agriculture and im- 
provement, as we hope may secure riches and plenty to 
the people of Ireland. 

We assure your Majesty of our being deeply impressed 
with the expediency of persevering application to the staple 
of this Country, so strongly recommended by a bounty from 
Great Britain upon the importation of flax-seed into Ire- 
land; and that the Protestant Charter Schools are emi- 
nently entitled to our consideration and care, as a wise and 
humane institution, peculiarly adapted to the state and cir- 
cumstances of this Country. 

In terms of the most unbounded loyalty and allegiance, 
we lay before your Majesty the hearts of your ever faithful 
Commons of Ireland, labouring to pour forth the just and 
grateful sense which they feel of your Majesty's great good- 
ness, indulgence, and favour, and wishing to proclaim to the 
world, at this critical conjuncture, their steady determina- 
tion to approve themselves not unworthy the protection of 
so wise, so just, and so amiable a Sovereign. 

E. Sterling, ) r<j n r< 
tj a t- (->ler. Horn. Com. 

H. Alcock, 5 

His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's Answer. 
I will take the first opportunity of transmitting this duti- 
ful and loyal Address, to be laid before His Majesty. 

To His Excellency Simon, Earl Harcourt, Lord Lieu- 
tenant General, and General Governour of Ireland. 
The humble Address of the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral, in Parliament assembled. 
May it please your Excellency: 

We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament assembled, return 
your Excellency our unfeigned thanks for your speech from 
the throne to both Houses of Parliament, and we beg leave 
to assure your Excellency that we feel ourselves exceed- 
ingly happy in the favourable opinion which your Excel- 
lency hath conceived of us, and in that satisfaction with 
which your Excellency is pleased to declare you meet us 
again in Parliament. 

We flatter ourselves that your Excellency's residence 
amongst us for three years, which hath formed an impres- 
sion upon your mind so favourable to us, and hath afforded 
your Excellency such a competent knowledge of the cir- 
cumstances of this Country, will be propitious to the inte- 
rests of it; and that, impressed, as we are, with a grateful 
sense of your Excellency's successful endeavours to pro- 
mote the prosperity of this Kingdom, which have been 
manifested by the advantages which our commerce, manu- 
factures, and agriculture, ha've received, we cannot but 
think ourselves most happy under your Excellency's ad- 
ministration. 

The late acts passed in the British Parliament, so high- 
ly beneficial to this Kingdom, which your Excellency is 
pleased to take notice of in a manner expressive of your 
good wishes and kind concern for us, fill our minds with 
gratitude ; and the reflection that they have passed during 



your Excellency's government yields us the best grounded 
assurances that your Excellency's just and favourable repre- 
sentations of us, together with your good offices and kind 
interpositions, have not been wanting in our favour. 

On our part, we beg your Excellency to accept of our 
grateful acknowledgments; and we think it but just to 
assure your Excellency, as we now do, that as it is our duty, 
so it will be our inclination, to co-operate with you in pro- 
moting those great objects recommended to us by your 
Excellency from the throne, and that we will cordially 
concur with your Excellency in such measures as may 
conduce to the happiness of this Kingdom, and the honour 
and ease of your Excellency's administration. 

W. Watts Gayer, ~) r , 1 „ ,. 
iTt„„.„^ r 1 „ t Clcr. Parhamentor. 

MWAED (JATER, J 

His Excellency's Answer. 
I return the House of Lords my sincerest thanks for this 
kind and obliging Address. I consider it not only as the 
most honourable proof of their regard and esteem, but it is a 
very distinguished instance of their approbation of my con- 
duct during a residence of neai' three years in this King- 
dom ; and that I may not be undeserving of the continuance 
of it, I shall take every opportunity of representing to His 
Majesty the unshaken loyalty and affection of the House 
of Lords, and do every thing in my power to promote the 
happiness and prosperity of Ireland. 

To His Excellency Simon, Earl Harcourt, Lord Lieu- 
tenant General, and General Governour of Ireland. 
The humble Address of the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
gesses, in Parliament assembled. 
May it please your Excellency: 

We, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Commons of Ireland, in Parliament assembled, return your 
Excellency our sincere thanks for your most excellent 
speech from the throne. 

We beg leave to express our highest satisfaction in being 
again assembled under so just and prudent a Chief Govern- 
our, our happiness at the favourable impression which our 
past conduct hath made upon your Excellency's mind, and 
our gratitude to His Majesty lor his paternal care of this 
Kingdom, in permitting to remain among us a Nobleman, 
distinguished by the many eminent virtues which have in- 
variably adorned his publick character and private life. 

Encouraged by an assurance of your Excellency's co- 
operation and support, we cannot fail to give the strictest 
attention to the several great and important advantages that 
are the objects of your Excellency's earnest recommenda- 
tion ; those benefits to our commerce, manufactures, and 
agriculture, solicited and obtained during your Excellen- 
cy's administration, deserve our warmest and sincerest grati- 
tude and acknowledgments. 

We shall cheerfully make provision for the necessary 
expenses of His Majesty's establishments, as far as the 
circumstances of this Country will admit ; sensible of the 
numberless blessings we enjoy under the best' of Kings, and 
confident that your Excellency will continue faithfully to 
represent our loyalty and zeal to his sacred person and 
Government, your Excellency may be assured of our en- 
deavours to contribute to the ease and honour of your 
administration, as we have, from experience, the strongest 
reason to rely upon your Excellency's disposition uniformly 
to promote the welfare and happiness of the people of Ire- 
land. 



E. Sterling, ) ,„ „ 

H. Alcock, £ Cler - Dom - Com - 



His Excellency's Answer. 
I return the House of Commons my most sincere thanks 
for this very kind and affectionate Address, which, after a 
residence of near three years in this Kingdom, is the most 
honourable testimony of their approbation and esteem ; the 
continuance of which I shall ever be ambitious of deserving 
by faithfully representing to His Majesty the unshaken loy- 
alty of the Commons of Ireland, and by a constant atten- 
tion, on my part, to every thing that can tend to promote 
the welfare and prosperity of this Kingdom. 
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NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday, October 10, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present: Henry Remsen, Deputy 
Chairman. 

Gabriel H. Ludlow, William Denning, J, Beekman, 

P. V. Voorhies, G. Abeel, L. Burling, 

C.C. Clopper, J. Brower, W." Walton, 

J. Totten, P. T. Curtenius, N. Bogart, 

J. Pell, J. Berrian, N. Roosevelt, 

William Hyer, H. Young, P. Byvanck, 

N.Ray, David Beekman, R. Norwood, 

G. Duyckinck, J. Lefferts, William W. Ludlow, 

A. Abrahams, J. Imlay, II. Roome, 

P. P. Van Zandt, N. Hoffman, J. Ramsey, 

A. P. Lott, J. Desbrosses, L. Lasher, 

O. Templeton, C. P. Low, S. Johnson. 

A. BrinckerhofF, Gabriel W. Ludlow, 

Ordered, That Captain Lasher be requested to give it 
in charge to the Captain or Commanding Officer of the 
Military City Guard of this night, and to the Captain or 
Commanding Officer of the said Guard in future, to be 
particularly careful that proper sentries be placed at the 
Barracks in which the stores returned this day were de- 
posited, and not to permit any of the said stores to be re- 
moved without a written order from the Provincial Con- 
gress or this Committee. 

The Petition of William Prince received and read, pray- 
ing leave to ship off Fruit Trees. 

Ordered, That leave be given accordingly. 

A Letter, dated Camp at Cambridge, 8th August, 1775, 
from George Washington to the Provincial Congress, re- 
ceived and read, and is in the words following, viz : 

" It must give great concern to every considerate mind, 
that when this whole Continent, at a vast expense of blood 
and treasure^ is endeavouring to establish its liberties on 
the most secure and solid foundations, not only by a lauda- 
ble opposition of force to force, but denying itself the usual 
advantages of trade, there are men among us so basely 
sordid as to counteract all our exertions for the sake of a 
little gain. You cannot but have heard that the distresses 
of the Ministerial Troops, for fresh provisions and many 
other necessaries, at Boston, were very great. It is a policy 
justifiable by all the laws of war, to endeavour to increase 
them. Desertions, discouragement, and a dissatisfaction 
with the service, besides weakening their strength, are some 
of the natural consequences of such a situation, and, if 
continued, might afford the fairest hope of success, without 
further effusion of human blood. A vessel cleared lately 
out of New- York, for St. Croix, with fresh provisions and 
other articles, has just gone into Boston, instead of pur- 
suing her voyage to the West-Indies. I have endeavoured 
to discover the name of the Captain or owner, but as yet 
without success. The owner, it is said, went to St. Croix 
before the vessel; from which, and her late arrival, I make 
no doubt you will be able to discover and expose the villain; 
and if you could fall upon some effectual measures to pre- 
vent the like in future, it will be doing a signal service to 
our common Country." 

" In Provincial Congress, New- York, Die Sabbati, 
August 19, 1775. 

"Resolved and Ordered, That the paragraph of General 
Washington's Letter, relative to a Vessel that arrived at 
Boston with fresh Provisions and other necessaries, sup- 
posed to be from New-York, be sent to the General Com- 
mittee of New- York, and that they be directed to make 
strict inquiry whether the said Vessel did sail from hence, 
and who are the owners and master of the said Vessel, and 
report the result thereof to this Congress. 

"A true copy from the Minutes: 

" Robert Benson, Secretary." 

The Petition of James Light received and read, praying 
leave to resign his office of Ensign, in Captain Dean's 
Company; which was granted accordingly. 



forasmuch as it appears to us highly necessary that a Pro- 
vincial Congress should exist until the disputes between 
Great Britain and America shall be adjusted, and that the 
members of that Congress should be so proportioned as to 
give a due weight of representation to the several parts of 
the Colony, it is therefore recommended to the good peo- 
ple of this Colony, that those who are qualified to vote for 
Representatives in General Assembly do choose such per- 
sons as they can confide in to represent them, as Deputies 
of this Colony, in Provincial Congress, until the second 
Tuesday in May next, unless a reconciliation with Great 
Britain shall sooner take place ; and that the Deputies, so 
chosen, meet at the City of New-York on the said 14th 
day of November next. And it is further recommended, 
that the election be held at the usual places for election of 
Representatives in General Assembly, in the several Coun- 
ties, on Tuesday, the 7th day of November next, by the 
respective Committees of the several Counties, or at such 
other places as the said Committee shall previously ap- 
point, and duly notify to their several Counties. 

And in order to proportion the Members of each County, 
it is Resolved, That the City and County of New- York 
have twenty-one Members ; the City and County of Alba- 
ny, twelve Members ; the County of Dutchess, nine Mem- 
bers; the County of Westchester, nine Members; the Coun- 
ty of Ulster, eight Members ; the County of Suffolk, eight 
Members ; the County of Orange, six Members ; the Coun- 
ty of Queen's, eight Members ; the County of King's, four 
Members; the County of Richmond, four Members; the 
County of Tryon, four Members; the County of Cumber- 
land, three Members ; the County of Gloucester, two Mem- 
bers ; the County of Charlotte, two Members. 

A true copy from the Minutes: 

Robert Benson, Secretary. 



NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 
In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 10, 1775. 

Whereas it is highly necessary, for the sake of liberty, 
that the duration of the power of all persons, intrusted with 
high authority, should be limited to a short period, and more 
especially when they are nominated by, and their authority 
delegated unto them from the body of the people : 

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress shall be dis- 
solved on Tuesday, the 14th day of November, next, And 



LIEUTENANT GIBBS TO G0VERN0TJR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, October 10, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: I being appointed to take down a num- 
ber of sick people from this place to Connecticut, belong- 
ing to said Colony, and draw but two days' provisions from 
this place to Fort George, and when I came to Fort George, 
I could not get any provisions, salt nor fresh ; and as I had 
no money, it put me and the sick soldiers into a very dis- 
tressing situation ; but had the good fortune to borrow a 
little money. I got to Albany ; and had it not been for 
Captain Phelps, we must all have suffered ; but he let us 
have some money, though he said it was without orders ; 
and I understand the General will not allow him a farthing 
of it ; and he says he cannot pay any more to any body, 
as he has no money nor orders. And as I know our Colo- 
ny is humane, and would not have their friends die for 
want of provision and care, therefore think I could not dis- 
charge my duty if I did not let your Honour know the 
situation of our sick — many obliged to sell their blankets 
and shirts to get bread, and others begging on the road. I 
beg there may be some provision made; if not, we must 
expect never to raise any more men. ,Our sick soldiers 
here are allowed four ounces of beef and one gill of rice 
per day. 

Honoured Sir, forgive my freedom for letting you know 
the distress of the sick soldiers of our Colony. I shall be 
careful another year, and that is the universal say of all' 
the officers. 

I am, with respect, your Honour's very obedient hum- 
ble servant, Warham Gibbs, Lieutenant. 
Governour Trumbull. 

MAJOR FRENCH TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Hartford, October 10, 1775. 

Major French, Twenty-Second Regiment, presents his 
compliments to Governour Trumbull, begs to inform him 
that there is no place of worship, according to the Church 
of England, in which he was educated, at Hartford. He 
requests he, and the gentlemen with him, who are of the 
same persuasion, may be removed to Middletown, or any 
other place not farther distant from Boston, where they 
may be permitted to hear the word of God according to 
their persuasion. 

To his Honour Governour Trumbull. 
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MAJOR FRENCH TO T. PAINE. 

Hartford, October 10, 1775. 

Major French's compliments to Mr. Paine, requests he 
will apply to the Governour, in the name of the Commit- 
tee, to inform him that he conceives (from the law of na- 
tions to prisoners of war) he has a right to demand his sub- 
sistence, and that of the gentlemen with him, amounting to 
seventeen shillings and six pence sterling per day; but he 
does not mean to draw for that sum, though he claims it as 
a right, and therefore requests that some determination may 
be come to, as they are at present, and have been for some 
time, destitute of money. As he and these gentlemen do 
not receive the allowance of the Province, at their own 
desire, they are willing to give such security, for the 
payment of what they draw for, as may be thought neces- 
sary. 

To T. Paine, Esq., Hartford. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, October 10, 1775. 

Sir: I. have this moment received, by express, orders 
from the honourable Continental Congress to despatch the 
two armed vessels, belonging to the Colony, on a cruise 
after two .brigs that sailed from England on the 11th of 
August last, for Quebeck, with six thousand stand of arms, 
powder, &c. 1 think it my duty to inform your Excel- 
lency, that the large sloop hath not yet returned from her 
Bermuda expedition, and that the small one is unfit for 
service, unless it be in our rivers ; so that it is not in my 
power to take any measures for intercepting those vessels. 
I also give the same information to Governour Trumbull. 

I am, Sir, your Excellency's most humble servant, 

Nicholas Cooke. 
To General Washington. 



Cambridge, October 19, 1775. 

Last Tuesday, one of our privateers from Beverly, hav- 
ing been on a cruise in the bay, was followed on her return 
into port by the Nautilus, man-of-war. The privateer run 
aground in a cove a little without Beverly hatbour, where 
the people speedily assembled, stripped her, and carried 
her guns, Sic, ashore. The man-of-war was soon within 
gun-shot, when she also got aground ; she, however, let go 
an anchor, and bringing her broadside to bear, began to 
fire upon the privateer. The people of Salem and Beverly 
soon returned the compliment from a number of cannon on 
shore, keeping up a warm and well-directed fire on the 
man-of-w T ar for two or three hours, and, it is supposed, did 
her considerable damage, and probably killed and wounded 
some of her men; but before they could board her, which 
they were preparing to do, the tide arose about eight in the 
evening, when she cut her cable and got off. Some of her 
shot struck one or two buildings in Beverly, but no lives 
were lost on our side, and the privateer damaged very little, 
if any. 

No express is yet arrived here, with an account of the 
taking of Montreal. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 
SULLIVAN. 

Exeter, October 10, 1775. 

Sir: We received yours of the 29th ultimo, enclosing 
a petition of the Field-Officers to have blanks sent down 
for commissions, to fill up vacancies, &c. ; and if we were 
authorized by the Congress, would comply without delay. 
But this Committee were particularly instructed to make 
out commissions for the Troops, and no liberty to delegate 
that power. We are sensible that the officers of the Army 
are more capable of judging of fit persons to be promoted 
to offices, than the Committee, who have not had the oppor- 
tunity of knowing how they have behaved in other stations. 
But, as they are not authorized to do otherwise, must de- 
sire a list of the vacancies, with the time that they became 
vacant, and the names of those persons pitched upon to fill 
them, sent up ; and the Committee will endeavour to send 
down commissions as soon as possible. 

Please to communicate this to the several New-Hamp- 
shire Colonels. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE HON'. 

MESHECH WEARE AND NATHANIEL FOLSOM. 

In Committee of Safety, Colony of New-Hampshire, } 
Exeter, October 18, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen : Whereas the Hon. M. Thornton, Esq., 
President of the Congress of this Colony, has represented 
to us that he had been requested by the honourable Con- 
tinental Congress, and gentlemen from the other New-Eng- 
land. Colonies, to confer on matters for the publick safety, 
and has further represented, that the circumstances of his 
family are such as will probably prevent his attendance, 
you are desired to attend said Conference, in behalf of 
this Colony, and join with them in consulting upon such 
measures as may be proposed for the publick weal. 

By order of the Committee. 

To the Honourable Mtshech Weare and Nathaniel Fol- 
som, Esquires. 



ADDRESS OF NOBLEMEN, ETC., OF COUNTY OF AYR. 

Address of the Noblemen and Gentlemen, Justices of 
the Peace, Freeholders, and Commissioners of Supply of 
the County of Ayr, presented to His Majesty by Sir Adam, 
Fergusson, Baronet, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Noblemen and Gentlemen, 

Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, and Commissioners 

of Supply of the County of Ayr. 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, Justices of the Peace, Free- 
holders, and Commissioners of Supply of the County of 
Ayr, called together by publick advertisement, think our- 
selves bound in duty, in the present situation of publick 
affairs, most humbly to approach your Majesty with this 
our unanimous address, and to express our gratitude for 
those manifold blessings which we enjoy, in common with 
all our fellow-subjects, under your mild, just, and legal 
Government. 

While we thankfully acknowledge these blessings, we 
observe, with the most sincere regret, that the spirit of dis- 
affection which has for some time past unhappily prevailed 
in several of your Majesty's Colonies in America, has now 
broke out into a daring and open rebellion ; a rebellion the 
more unjustifiable, that your Majesty's declarations from the 
throne, and the resolutions of Parliament, must have con- 
vinced every impartial man, that so far from a wish being 
entertained to oppress your subjects in America, they 
might, with certainty, have depended upon every indul- 
gence, if applied for in a proper manner, consistent with 
the dignity and just authority of the Sovereign and Legis- 
lature of both Countries to bestow. 

At the same time that we lament that infatuation which 
has led those deluded men to act in a manner so subver- 
sive of the peace and quiet of this great Empire, and so 
ruinous to themselves, we have such confidence in your 
Majesty as not to doubt that you will take the most effec- 
tual measures to support and maintain the constitutional 
rights of Great Britain. 

In expressing our hopes of seeing the most efficacious 
means pursued for restoring good order and a due submis- 
sion to Government, we have no object in view but the 
common happiness and prosperity of the whole State. As 
we are certain, from your Majesty's known clemency, that 
the punishment of your rebellious subjects will not be car- 
lied further than the prevention of such evils for the future, 
and the necessary maintenance of good government may 
require ; so we hope from your Majesty's wisdotn, and that 
of your Parliament, that, after peace and good order shall 
be re-established, those defects in the Constitution of the 
Colonies, which have, in part, been the occasion of these 
unhappy disorders, may be corrected, and such a plan of 
government, with regard to them, adopted, as may be ef- 
fectual to ensure their obedience in time to come. In this 
hope, we would gladly flatter ourselves that even those 
events which appear most adverse to the prosperity of this 
great State, may, by being the means of establishing it upon 
a more solid foundation, tend, in the final result, to render 
it more permanent and secure. 

In the mean time, Sire, a vigorous exertion of the power 
and authority of Great Britain appears clearly to us to be 
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the only means by which these important ends can be at- 
tained. We trust your Majesty will exert it, and, in so 
doing, your Majesty may be assured of our most hearty 
support. 

Signed by order and in presence of the meeting. 

Eglintoune, Prases. 

Ayr, October 11, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF EDINBURGH. 

Address of the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Town 
Council of the City of Edinburgh, presented to His Ma- 
jesty by the Right Honourable Sir Lawrence Dundas, 
Baronet, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Lord Provost, Magistrates, 
and Town Council of the City of Edinburgh, in 
Common Council assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Sensible of the many blessings which we enjoy under 
your Majesty's mild and equitable Administration, we can- 
not refrain, at this important crisis, from expressing our 
abhorrence of that rebellious spirit which has prompted 
your deluded subjects in America to take arms in opposi- 
tion to your Majesty's Government, and to the legal au- 
thority of Parliament. 

We have long beheld, with deep regret, many unwar- 
rantable attempts which have been made to distuib the 
tranquillity of your Majesty's reign. We now bewail the 
unhappy influence of domestick faction, on the remote 
parts of the British Empire, which has incited the Colo- 
nies to forget what they owe to the Parent State, by which 
they were reared, and on which they depend, and has pre- 
cipitated them into measures so undutiful to your Majesty, 
and so destructive to themselves. 

We should ill deserve that liberty and happiness which 
are secured to us by your Majesty's gracious Government, 
if we did not declare our fixed resolution of supporting it 
to the utmost of our power, and express our hopes, that, 
by the propriety and firmness of publick measures, your 
Majesty's American subjects will soon be induced to return 
to their allegiance, and to place themselves again under the 
protection of legal and constitutional Government. 

That your Majesty's reign may be long and prosperous, 
and may continue to diffuse the blessings of liberty and 
peace among a grateful people, is the united and ardent 
wish of, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the Lord Provost, Magistrates, 
and Town Council of your City of Edinburgh. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, the seal 
of the City being affixed. Ja. Stodart, Provost. 

Edinburgh, October 11, 1775. 



London, October 5, 1775. 

Yesterday there was a numerous meeting of the Gentle- 
men, Merchants, and Traders of this City, at the King's 
Arms Tavern, in Cornhill. At twelve o'clock, Mr. Baker, 
who had been Chairman of a previous meeting, came for- 
ward and informed the gentlemen present what had been 
done at that meeting, and the intention of calling them to- 
gether. He was immediately requested to take the chair, 
and again addressed the company, begging that they would 
be deliberate in their resolves. 

Mr. Sampson, an American merchant, rose and stated 
the present unhappy situation of publick affairs, and con- 
cluded with moving for an humble Address, Petition, and 
Remonstrance to His Majesty, relative to the unhappy dis- 
pute between Great Britain and the American Colonies. 

Mr. Baker then produced an Address to His Majesty, 



intituled 



humble Address and Petition of the Gentle- 



men, Merchants, and Traders of London;" which he re- 
quested he might have leave to read. 

A motion was then made, seconded, and carried, that the 
said Petition should be read ; and it was twice read accord- 
ingly, first by Mr. Baker, in his place, and afterwards by 
Mr. Wooldridge, merchant, at the lower end of the table. 

Mr. Wooldridge having read the Petition, moved that 
said Petition should be approved by the meeting ; which 
was carried unanimously. He then made a further motion, 
that the Petition, so approved, be signed by the company 
present ; which was also carried. 
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The Chairman then informed the meeting that he had 
in his possession the Address, fairly transcribed on vellum, 
for signing ; and having signed it himself, several of the 
merchants present followed his example. 

A motion was afterwards made, that a Committee of 
twelve merchants attend the signing ; which was carried. 

Mr. Alderman Lee then moved, that the four Members 
for London be requested to attend Mr. Baker, the Chair- 
man of this meeting, on the delivery of the Address to His 
Majesty ; which was also carried in the affirmative unani- 
mously. 

Address, Memorial, and Petition of the Gentlemen, 
Merchants, and Traders of London, unanimously agreed 
to at a general meeting, called by publick advertisement, 
and presented to His Majesty on Wednesday, October II, 
1775, by William Baker, Esq., Chairman, accompanied by 
John Sawbridge and George Haley, Esquires, two of the 
Representatives of this City, (Mr. Oliver having been ab- 
sent from Town, and Mr. Bull confined by illness.) 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address, Memorial, and Petition of the Gen- 
tlemen, Merchants, and Traders of London. 

May it please your Majesty : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Gentlemen, Merchants, and Traders of London, beg leave 
to approach your Majesty with unfeigned assurance of af- 
fection and attachment to your Majesty's person and Gov- 
ernment, and to represent, with great humility, our senti- 
ments on the present alarming state of publick affairs. 

By the operation of divers Acts of the British Parlia- 
ment, we behold, with deep affliction, that happy commu- 
nion of interests and good offices which had so long sub- 
sisted between this Country and America, suspended, and 
an intercourse which, augmenting, as it grew, the strength 
and dignity of your Majesty's Dominions, hath enabled 
your Majesty to defeat the natural rivals of your greatness 
in every quarter of the world, threatened with irretrieva- 
ble ruin. 

We should humbly represent to your Majesty, if they 
had not been already represented, the deadly wounds which 
the commerce of this Country must feel from these unfor- 
tunate measures ; that it has not yet more deeply felt them, 
is owing to temporary and accidental causes, which cannot 
long continue. 

But we beg your Majesty to cast an eye on the general 
property of this land, and to reflect what must be its fate 
when deprived of our American commerce. 

It fills our minds with additional grief to see the blood 
and treasure of your Majesty's subjects wasted in effecting 
a fatal separation between the different parts of your Ma- 
jesty's Empire, by a war, uncertain in the event, destructive 
in its consequences, and the object contended for lost in 
the contest. 

The experience we have had of your Majesty's paternal 
regard for the welfare and privileges of all your people, and 
the opinion we entertain of the justice of the British Par- 
liament, forbid us to believe, that laws, so repugnant to the 
policy of former times, would have received their sanction, 
had the real circumstances and sentiments of the Colonies 
been thoroughly understood, or the true principles of their 
connection with the Mother Country been duly weighed. 
We are therefore necessarily constrained to impute blame to 
those, by whom your Majesty and the Parliament have 
been designedly misled, or partially informed of those mat- 
ters, on a full knowledge of which alone, determinations of 
such importance should have been founded. 

We beg leave further to represent to your Majesty, that 
in questions of high national concern, affecting the dearest 
interests of a State, speculation and experiment are seldom 
to be justified ; that want of foresight is want of judgment; 
and perseverance in measures which repeated experience 
hath condemned ceases to be error. 

We might appeal to the history of all countries to show, 
that force hath never been employed with success, to 
change the opinions or convince the minds of freemen ; and 
from the annals of our own, in paiticular, we learn that the 
free and voluntary gifts of the subject have ever exceeded 
the exactions of the sword. 

Restraining, prohibitory, and penal laws, have failed to 
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re-establish the publick tranquillity; and the present state 
of this unfortunate dispute affords reason to believe, that 
as it commenced without policy, it must be prosecuted by 
means which the natural and constitutional strength of 
Great Britain cannot supply. 

In your Majesty's justice we confide for a fair construc- 
tion of an apprehension we have conceived, that your. 
Majesty hath been advised to take foreign Troops into 
British pay, and to raise and discipline Papists, both in 
Ireland and Canada, for the purpose of enforcing submis- 
sion to laws, which your Majesty's Protestant subjects in 
America conceive to be destructive of their liberties, and 
against which they have repeatedly petitioned in vain. 

Anxious to vindicate the national honour, we would wil- 
lingly discredit reports of slaves incited to insurrection, and 
barbarous nations encouraged to take arms against our 
American brethren, if they had not prevailed without refu- 
tation, and filled the minds of your Majesty's faithful sub- 
jects with indignation and horror. 

If to these circumstances of peril and distress, our fears 
could suggest any addition, we might justly expect it from 
the resentment of those powerful enemies, who have ever 
shown a readiness to take advantage of our internal commo- 
tions, and will joyfully embrace the occasion of avenging 
that disgrace they sustained during the late glorious war, 
from the united arms of Great Britain and America; and 
we should, indeed, be reduced to despair, but that we are 
encouraged to look up to your Majesty, the common father 
of all your people, as the happy instrument in the hands of 
Divine Providence, which bringeth good out of evil, for 
restoring to this distracted Empire the blessings of mutual 
confidence, liberty, and peace. For the speedy effecting 
of which, we most humbly beseech your Majesty to cause 
hostilities to cease in your Majesty's Colonies in America, 
and to adopt such mode of reconciling this unhappy contro- 
versy as may best promote the interest of commerce and 
the welfare of all your people.* 



MR. BURKE TO MR. HATES, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MEETING 
OF MERCHANTS, ETC., AT BRISTOL. 
:. Westminster, October 11, 1775. 

Sir: I delayed my acknowledgment of your commands 
until I should be able to inform you that I had obeyed 
them. I had this day the honour of presenting your peti- 
tion to the King. It was graciously received. At the same 
time Mr. ..Baker presented a petition from the merchants 
of London, which had the same reception. 

It gave me as much pleasure, as in the present state 
of things I am capable of feeling, to be honoured with such 
commands from so numerous and respectable a body of my 
constituents. I do not yet abandon all hopes that truth 
and reason, frequently and firmly urged, will have their 
effect ; and that the healing endeavours of good and 
moderate men will prevail over the hasty violence of those 
deluded people, who, though unable to assist either with 
counsels or arms, are so forward to give their inconsider- 
ate voices for the continuance of a bloody and expensive 
civil war, which neither they nor those whom they urge 
to such a desperate course are able to foresee any end of. 
It is indeed a war against the interest of England, and in 
favour of her inveterate enemies. 

I have no doubt but that you will persevere in senti- 
ments so becoming all virtuous and sober citizens. By 
degrees, the example of your temper, forbearance, and 
moderation, operating with the unhappy effects of the pre- 
sent measures, which begin to be daily more and more con- 
spicuous, will abate the irregular ardour of some fiery spirits, 
and render our City at least unanimous in its wishes for the 
tranquillity of the whole Empire. 

I beg my best compliments to the gentlemen of the 
Committee ; and do me the favour to believe me, with 
great esteem and regard, your most obedient and humble 
servant, . Edmund Burke. 

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia, October 11, 1775. 

Sir : The Congress have considered your letters of the 
19th and 29th of September last, and directed me to assure 

* The number of names signed to this petition were one thousand 
one hundred. 



you that they are very sensible of the difficulties under 
which you labour, and your unremitted diligence to remove 
such as may in any wise obstruct the publick service. 
They most heartily lament the loss of your health, as well 
on your own as on account of the publick, but find some 
pleasure in thinking that you are not without consolation, 
when you reflect, that the obligations of your Country 
are increased in proportion to the sacrifices you make to 
her interest. Their concern for the publick is greatly 
alleviated by the abilities and zeal of General Montgomery, 
in which they cannot but place the highest confidence. 

The Congress see the necessity of attending to the situ- 
ation of Canada, but trust that your care and prudence will 
render any delegation from this body unnecessary, at least 
for the present. What they expect from your endeavours 
is, that the Canadians be induced to accede to an union 
with these Colonies, and that they form from their several 
Parishes a Provincial Convention, and send Delegates tu 
this Congress. And, as in the present unsettled state of 
that country, a regular election can hardly be expected, 
we must acquiesce in the choice of such Parishes and 
Districts as are disposed to join us. 

You may assure them that we shall hold their rights as 
dear as our own, and, on their union with us, exert our ut- 
most endeavours to obtain for them and their posterity the 
blessings of a free Government, and that security to their 
persons and property which is derived from the British 
Constitution, And you may further declare, that we hold 
sacred the rights of conscience, and shall never molest them 
in the free enjoyment of their religion. 

If our arms should be crowned with success, you will 
consult with your principal officers about the number of 
Troops that will be necessary for the defence of Canada, 
and for the different posts of Crown Point and Ticondero- 
ga, and the best method of procuring men for those ser- 
vices. If you should observe in the Canadians an inclina- 
tion to take up arms, you may immediately, at the expense 
of the Continent, raise a Regiment, and appoint such officers 
as you conceive will be most agreeable to them and ser- 
viceable to us. The Congress will endeavour to attend to 
the clothing of your Troops, and approve of your design 
to purchase woollens at Montreal, which they sincerely 
hope it may be in your power to accomplish. You may 
depend upon their compliance with all contracts made by 
you for the supply of the Troops under your command. 

The establishment of a civil Government in Canada is 
a subject of great consequence, and requires the most de- 
liberate counsels. The temper, the disposition arid local 
circumstances of our brethren in that Colony must be 
known, before we can form a proper judgment on so impor- 
tant a question. You will endeavour, therefore, to collect 
the sentiments of the most discreet and sensible anion" 
the principal Canadians and English on this head, and com- 
municate their opinion, with your remarks, to the Con- 
gress. 

It is the determination of the Congress, at all events, to 
keep the command of Lake Champlain. They would, 
therefore, have the most effectual measures adopted for that 
purpose ; and, if our enemies should be expelled Montreal, 
will exert their utmost endeavours to secure the River St. 
Laurence, and prevent, by batteries, vessels, and every 
other obstruction, the Ministerial Troops from regaining the 
possession of that Town. 

The Congress approve of the presents made to the 
Caughnawagas, also of the disposition of the prisoners, and 
have borrowed one ton of gunpowder from the Committee 
of Safety of this Colony, and directed it to be sent to the 
Provincial Convention of New- York, with a request to 
transmit to you the whole, or such a part of it as they can 
spare; nails will be supplied you by the Convention of 
New-York, when they receive your direction on that head. 
They, together with the Committee of Albany, and the 
Governour of Connecticut, will, on application, furnish such. 
carpenters and blacksmiths as you may want, over and above 
what may be procured from among the Troops. As for the 
artificers taken from thence, you will pay them the customary 
allowance, if you think their services entitle them to any 
reward. The Congress are pleased with the mode in which 
you propose to settle with and pay those who took and 
garrisoned Crown Point, and desire that the accounts may- 
be transmitted to (hem as soon as possible. 
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Mr. Phelps will be considered as Deputy to Mr. Liv- 
ingston, for the New-York Department, and be paid as 
such at the rate of forty Dollars per month, from his entrance 
into the service. The Congress are greatly hurt at the 
misconduct of a part of the Troops, and hope they will 
take the earliest opportunity to obliterate their disgrace. It 
is their earnest wish, that the strictest discipline be ob- 
served ; for, as on the one hand they are resolved to 
reward those who deserve their favour, so on the other, a 
regard for their Coantry forbids them to overlook the 
offences of such as neglect their duty, or basely betray their 
trust. 

I cannot conclude without assuring you, that the Con- 
gress are highly sensible of the spirit, activity, and zeal, of 
Mr. James Livingston, from which they cannot but promise 
themselves advantages that will be entitled to their earliest 
recompense. 

I have the honour to be, Sic, 

John Hancock, President. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia, October 11, 1775. 

To follow a certain party through all their windings, dou- 
blings, and Jesuitical contrivances, would require some judg- 
ment and attention, but certainly an indefinite share of 
patience. When the words faction, sedition, and oppug- 
nation to Government, have entirely lost their force with 
the people, we are now plagued with a new Shibboleth or 
If itch ofEndor, conjured up to set the lazy, timid, ignorant, 
ambitious, and corrupt, at variance with the men whose dis- 
interested wisdom and spirit have long laboured for the 
deliverance of this oppressed and devoted Country. This 
dreadful, this alarming sound, is nothing less than the long 
word Independence ; a word which, I confess, was grating 
to the ears of every devotee to the shrine of power, in 
Church or State, longer than any now living can remember. 
Did people universally apprehend the snare, little need be 
said on this ridiculous subject ; but when real effects are 
observed to follow the lowest efforts to injure the Country, 
an honest man will not think his time totally misspent while 
lie in busied is exposing the dark designs of its enemies. 

The idea now held out for a scare-crow to the weak and 
irresolute,"is, that if our dear Mother Country should once 
withdraw her omnipotent protection, we should instantly 
fall a prey to other nations; and that, to prevent this 
tremendous evil, we had better propose or accept of any 
terms of accommodation, than run the venture of falling 
into it. That once to indulge a thought of setting up for our- 
selves includes every idea of breach of our ancient Consti- 
tution, of rule by a King, Lords, and Commons, and threat- 
ens, if not the worst of anarchy and confusion, at least a 
Republican establishment, abhorred by some more than the 
tyranny of Spain or Morocco. To give this Centaur a more 
terrifick appearance, it is said that the moment we become 
free from a foreign master, we shall fall to cutting the throats 
of each other; and a combination is already discovered 
between the Massachusetts Presbyterians and Virginia 
Churchmen, to persecute, if not exterminate, the poor 
Quakers, Anabaptists, and all other persuasions, and render 
theirs the established faith. 

To have a thorough understanding of these matters, it be- 
comes necessary to analyze this chaos of tory jargon, and 
consider each part and parcel thereof soberly apart. And 
to take the most alarming supposition first into consider- 
ation : Let any one show me the probability of either of 
the maritime powers of Europe falling upon and endea- 
vouring to destroy the granary from whence they derive 
the chief supplies necessary for the carrying on of their 
own plantations. Farmers are like Pythagoras's sheep : 
they profit much more by their encouraged industry than 
ravaged plunder; all that is worth having from the Colo- 
nies may be obtained from them in the way of com- 
merce ; and whoever attempts other means with them will 
find loss and disappointment the consequence. Great 
Britain, founded on an exclusive trade to these Colonies, 
has long been boasting of giving law to Europe; will the 
powers thus insulted be reluctant to a circumstance which 
will check this enormous power? Credat Judceus Appela, 
non ego. Britain' was certainly great at the end of last 
war, and great is the sorrow of every honest man that this 



era so much resembled the Julian period of all-conquering 
Rome. Britons, most strenuously aided by Americans, 
conquered ; but for whom ? For any solid advantage to 
the inhabitants of either Country at large? By no means. 
A George as well as a Julius seemed to think all won for 
himself and favourites. What have the common people, 
either in Britain or America, had in return for their so 
freely lavished blood and treasures in the acquirement of 
new territories over half the globe? New taxes, new 
boards of commissioners, with an indefinite train of depen- 
dants, to collect and consume them ; and this innovation 
on pretence of making provision for the distribution of civil 
justice in and protection of the Colonies. Short was the 
term, however, that this ridiculous mask was used to cover 
the designs of Administration. Instead of protection of the 
Colonists' properties from any invasion, foreign or domes- 
tick, it quickly appeared that their subjection to the will 
of the Ministry " in all cases whatsoever " was the object 
in view ; and from that time to this it has, in a lower or 
louder tone, been uttered, that a standing Army was neces- 
sary to be kept up in the Colonies, at their expense, to 
ensure their obedience. Here is, in truth, the protection 
intended for the Colonies ! Here is the constitutional de- 
pendance insisted on with so much eagerness, by the party 
who have already rendered Great Britain so dependant 
upon them, that the power of the people in Parliament is 
a mere vox et preterea nihil, the omnipotent Minister is all 
in all. He can raise fleets and armies, can shut ports and 
open them, can suspend legislatures and restore them, can 
tear charters into pieces ; and of his own mere pleasure 
establish what kind of Constitution he judges most to his 
purpose, in territories where he never had an atom of 
constitutional power since the creation. Whoever thinks 
this representation of a Ministerial power overstrained, let 
them read Burgh's Political Disquisitions, now reprinted in 
this City; and I dare pledge myself he will find that what 
our sleek courtiers here called dependance on the Parent 
State is in reality a dependance on George the Third, and 
Lords Bute and Mansfield. What proposals of accommoda- 
tion Rebels are to make to these illustrious personages, 
may be guessed by any one who remembers the terms 
granted the Charibs, " to be at the King's will." If this be 
the dependance I must acknowledge, in order to be es- 
teemed a liegeman and good citizen, I confess myself quite 
unripe for the surrender. 

If any can show me that less than this, and the deliver- 
ing up of a considerable number of the most conspicuous 
opposers of a most violent usurpation, will ensure us peace 
and liberty, I will candidly acknowledge he has conferred 
a great favour upon me, for which I am unspeakably obliged 
to him. 

The next objection in course is, that once to indulge a 
thought of setting up for ourselves includes every idea of 
breach of our ancient Constitution, of rule by King, Lords, 
and Commons, and threatens (if not the worst of anarchy 
and confusion) at least a Republican establishment. 

To talk of our breaking any compact or Constitution 
with the Parent State, at this time of day, and aiming at 
independency or revolting, and setting up for ourselves, and 
thereby incurring the imputation of rebellious and wicked 
children, is just as fair and pertinent as to accuse a son 
who had taken a wife and plantation for himself, and when 
he had by his own labour subdued the soil, and was enjoy- 
ing from it a comfortable subsistence, of ingratitude and 
disobedience, or want of filial duty, if he refused to admit 
of his father's absolute direction of all his affairs, and taking 
to himself what share of the profits of his farm he pleased. 
In every civilized community, one would expect to find a 
time when men ought to be esteemed of age to determine 
and act for themselves. 

Respecting the ancient constitutional mode of Govern- 
ment, by King, Lords, and Commons, in the Kingdom of 
Great Britain, it may have been the best mode that could 
have been fallen upon for the government of that people ; 
but why these young agrarian States, where no such being 
as a Lord exists, should have any regard to a set of prero- 
gatives which a number of petty tyrants usurped, and by 
force of arms confirmed to themselves, I have not hitherto 
had penetration to discover. I presume, whoever will take 
the pains to in form himself of Denmark, Sweden, or Poland, 
will find nothing in the character of their Lords which will 
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set him on longing for such an order of men in America. 
If a Republican Government, as it was managed in England, 
where, by the way, it never did in our knowledge exist, 
failed to give peace and security there, it has been more 
fortunate in Holland. And doubtless the fitness or inade- 
quacy of peculiar forms of Government are ever relative 
to the circumstances of the people for whom they are de- 
signed. 

The danger of our falling into civil wars among ourselves 
I view at a remote distance as yet ; and all that can be 
harped on the string of religious domination is perfectly idle, 
for the major voice of the Continent would be, " no par- 
ticular establishment whatever," if it was now put to vote; 
and as there seems little danger of this Country growing 
more ignorant while it maintains its liberty, there is no lit- 
tle probability of graceless zealots, or ignorant bigots, dis- 
turbing the community much about their peculiar modes of 
faith. I believe none but enemies to the civil and religious 
rights and liberties of America have any reason to dread 
their power. 

I most sincerely wish that my countrymen, of every sect 
and denomination, would take pains to " search the Scrip- 
tures," i. e. the writings of the learned and good, who have 
set life and death, political as well as spiritual, before their 
eyes; iand gain a capacity to judge for themselves in mat- 
ters of such importance as the liberty of themselves and 
posterity. Every man is obliged to know the law, at his 
peril ; and who can have any serviceable knowledge of 
municipal law, unless he studies natural and politick law, on 
which municipal law is founded? Two moderate octavos, 
published by Burlamaqui, will instruct him in these impor- 
tant elements of the science, without which he is really 
incapable of enjoying the benefits of civil society. When 
me ii Talk of their aversion to politicks, I cannot avoid pity- 
ing their misled apprehensions of the term, contemning 
their laziness, or detesting their wickedness. Every free- 
man, says Blackstone, ought to be in some measure his 
own govemoxir: and how shall he either govern or obey, 
with any degree of understanding, if ignorant of the very 
first principles of the rule of his conduct ? Thus much, says 
the same author, is incumbent on persons even of inferior 
condition, who have neither time nor capacity to enlarge 
their views. But those on whom nature and fortune have 
bestowed more abilities and greater leisure cannot be easily 
excused; even to suppose such ignorant in their branch of 
learning is treated by Mr. Locke (whom he quotes) as a 
strange absurdity. Would every one who can read peruse 
Lord Somas' s Judgment of Nations, (a two shilling pamph- 
let,) and Locke on Government, (about the same bulk,) 
they would need no more excitement to study their birth- 
rights, 



ABNER BRIGGS TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the City 

of New- York. 
The humble Petition of Abner Briggs, in behalf of the 

United Inhabitants of the Island of Nantucket, shew- 

cth : 

Whereas the inhabitants of said Island are greatly dis- 
tressed for the want of provisions, and have been necessita- 
ted to apply to some part of the Continent for a supply; 
and knowing their situation to be such as would attract the 
attention and compassion of any one properly acquainted 
with the truly deplorable state in which they at present 
are, first made application to the Committee of Corres- 
pondence for the Town of Falmouth. Leave was accord- 
ingly very readily granted to have it exported from thence, 
not doubting but it might be safely conveyed, as per the 
resolves of said Committee, which herewith please to re- 
ceive. But the brave American Army being in the parts 
adjacent, and consequently ought to be sufficiently sup- 
plied, require all the provisions that can be conveniently 
spared from those parts. Should your Honours kindly 
grant leave to have a small vessel, of about thirty tons 
burden, loaded at this place, for the supply of the said in- 
habitants of Nantucket, your petitioner will give sufficient 
bonds, to any amount, that he will with the greatest care 
first convey the said cargo of provisions to the aforesaid 
Town of Falmouth, and there will give sufficient bonds to 
deliver the same at Nantucket. 



N. B. The above petition has been presented to the 
Committee, who refer it to the consideration of the honour- 
able the Provincial Congress, for their sentiments on the 
matter. 

CHRISTIAN BERGH AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

New-York Jail, October 11, 1775. 

To the Gentlemen of the Congress. 

The humble Petition of Timothy Doughty, Christian 

Bergh, Jun., and Adam Bergh, sheu-eth : 

That your petitioners have been confined almost six 
weeks, expecting to be brought to trial for a certain misde- 
meanor laid to their charge ; and your petitioners have 
expended all their money, and must now suffer, without 
they have a speedy delivery. Your said petitioners also 
have large families (of twenty children) at home, not able 
to maintain themselves, because of their infancy. Your 
petitioners therefore humbly pray that the gentlemen of the 
Congress will take the same into consideration, and give 
your petitioners a speedy hearing, or at least permit your 
petitioners the liberty of the Town, so that the)' may go to 
their acquaintance, and obtain a living with them until such 
time as they shall be called upon to have their hearing. 
Your petitioners promise not to leave the Town till they 
shall be duly discharged ; they also will appear every day 
at the Hall, if it is required ; and your petitioners will ever 
pray. Christian Bergh, Jun., 

Adam Bergh, 
Timothy Doughty. 



COL. JOSEPH REED TO COL. GLOVER AND STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Cambridge, October 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Yours of the 9th instant came safely to 
hand. It is some disappointment to us that the vessels 
cannot be got ready sooner, as we have just received very 
important advices respecting the despatch of a number of 
transports from England, which may be hourly expected 
on the coast. The General, therefore, directs that you 
will immediately set every hand to work that can be pro- 
cured, and not a moment of time be lost in getting them 
ready. One of you will also proceed immediately to New- 
bury, and take up a fourth vessel on the same service. 
There are carpenters, guns, &c, to be had there in great 
plenty ; and let the same expedition be used to this vessel. 
On the day the vessels are ready to sail you will give us 
notice, that we may despatch the crews. In the equipment 
of the two first vessels let the agents lay in provisions for 
six weeks, with water accordingly, for seventy men. 

Should Mr. Moylan be gone to Portsmouth, Colonel 
Glover is directed to -forward the express with this letter, 
that he may immediately return to Newburyport to take 
up the fourth vessel, which he will doon the best terms, 
and let us know what he will want to equip the vessel for 
the sea. The General approves of the steps taken respect- 
ing those already engaged. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble 
servant. J. R EE d. 

To Colonel Glover and Stephen Moylan, Esq., Salem or 
Marblehead. 

P. S. The Instructions for the agents will be forwarded 
in a day or two. 

JOS. REED TO PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 11, 1775. 

Sir : There were two women, taken in the Quebeck 
brig, sent down here by the honourable Board, to go into 
Boston. There were some particular reasons against their 
going into the Town for a few days. They were accord- 
ingly ordered to stay here for that time ; instead of which, 
we are informed they returned to IVatcrtown, and perhaps 
may have troubled the Council unnecessarily. As the 
request of the General Court was complied with, it was 
not thought needful to trouble them with an answer. If 
the women should be at IVatcrtown again, they may be 
directed to come here, as there is now no objection to their 
going in immediately. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Joseph Reed. 
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CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY. 

Anno Regni Regis Georgii Tcrtii 15to, 1775. 

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Company 
of the English Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, 
in America, holden at New-Haven, in said Colony, on the 
second Thursday of October, being the eleventh day of 
said month, and continued by several adjournments to the 
twenty-fifth day of the same month, Annoq. Domini 
1775. Present : 

The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour, 
Jabez Hamlin, Elisha Sheldon, Jabez Huntington, Wil- 
liam Pitkin, Abraham Davenport, William Samuel John- 
son, Oliver Wolcott, Samuel Huntington, Esquires, As- 
sistants. 

Representatives or Deputies of the Freemen of the 
several Towns, are as follow, viz : 
Hartford. — Colonel John Pitkin, Mr. Benj. Payne. 
Farmington. — Colonel Isaac Lee, Colonel Fisher Gay. 
Suffield. — Captain Abraham Granger, Captain John 

Ilarman. 
Colchester. — Mr. Daniel Foot, Capt. Peter Bulklcy. 
East-Windsor. — Colonel Erasius Wolcott, Mr. Benoni 

Olcott. 
Weathersfield.- — Colonel Thomas Btlden. 
Simsbury, — Mr. Judah Holcomb, Mr. Elisha Graham. 
East-Haddam. — Mr. Daniel Brainard, Mr. Jabez Chap- 
man. 
Stafford. — Capt. Isaac Pinncy. Capt. Samuel Davis. 
Haddam,— Capt. Joseph Brooks, Mr. Joseph Smith. 
Hebron. — Capt. Benjamin Bucll, Mr. Samuel Gilbert. 
Willington. — Major Elijah Fenton, Mr. Caleb Holt. 
Bolton. — Mr. Benjamin Trumbull, Mr. Seth King. 
Tolland. — Mr. Ichabod Greggs, Captain James Cham- 

bcrlin. 
Enfield. — Maj. Nathaniel Terry, Mr. Nathaniel Chapin. 
Somers. — -Mr. Hczekiah Spencer, Mr. Reuben Sikes. 
MioDT/ETOWN. — Mr, Titus Hosmcr, Doctor John Dick- 
enson. 
Windsor. — Major Roger Newbury, Capt. Henry Allyn. 
Glastenbury. — Capt. Jonathan Wells, Mr. Elijah Ilol- 

istcr. 
Chatham.- — Mr. David Sage, Mr. Ebenezer White. 
New-Haven. — Mr, Samuel Bishop, Mr. Jonathan Fitch. 
Durham. — Colonel James Wadsworth, Jun., Mr. Daniel 

Hall. 
Waterbury. — Mr. Joseph Hopkins, Capt. Ezra Brun- 

son. 
Milford. — Mr. Ephraim Strong, Mr. Isaac Mills. 
Guilford. — Mr. John Burgess, Mr. Samuel Brown. 
Derby. — Captain John Ilolbrook. 
Branford. — Capt. Edward Russell, Mr. Daniel Page. 
Wallingford. — Mr. Samuel Beach, Mr. Oliver Stanly. 
New-London. — Mr. Richard Law, Mr. William Hil- 

house. 
Norwich. — Mr. Benjamin Huntington, Mr. Isaac Tracy. 
Killingworth, — Mr. Elnalhan Stevens, Mr. Hezekiah 

Lane. 
Saybrook. — Captain Benjamin Williams, Captain Justus 

Buck. 
Lyme. — Major Samuel Selden, Mr. John Lay, 2d. 
Stonington. — Mr. Nathaniel Minor, Captain William 

Williams. 
Groton. — Mr. Thomas Mumford, Mr. Nathan Gallop. 
Preston. — Capt. William Witter, Capt. Joseph Tyler. 
Fairfield. — Mr. Jonathan Sturgess, Mr. Thuddeus 

Burr. 
Stratford. — Captain Robert Fairchild, Colonel Ichabod 

Lewis. 
Stamford. — Mr. Benjamin Weed, Mr. Thomas Young. 
Norwalk. — Colonel Thomas Fitch, Doctor Thaddeus 

Betts. 
Greenwich. — Colonel John Mead. 
RiDGEFiELp. — -Mr. Samuel Olmstcad, Colonel Philip B. 

Bradley. 
D anbury.— :Captain Daniel Starr. 
New-Fairfield. — Mr. Alexander Stewart, Captain Dan 

Towner. 
Redding. — Mr. Lemuel Sanford, Mr. William Hawley. 
Windham. — Mr. Samuel Webb, Mr. Ebenezer Devotion. 
Leeanon. — Colonel Witliam Williams. 



Canterbury. — Colonel Jabez Fitch, Captain Ebenezer 

Bacon. 
Coventry. — Captain Ebenezer Kingsbury, Mr. Jeremiah 

Ripley. 
Plainfield. — Mr. William Robinson, Mr. Joshua Dunlap. 
Pomfret. — Colonel Ebenezer Williams. 
Ashford. — Captain Benjamin Sumner, Mr. Ezra Smith. 
Killingly. — Mr. Simeon Learned, Mr. Benjamin Lea- 

vins. 
Mansfield. — Mr. Benjamin Chaplin, Captain Amariah 

Williams. 
Woodstock. — Captain Elisha Child, Capt. Samuel Mc- 

Clellan. 
Voluntown. — Mr. James Gordon, Mr. Robert Hunter. 
Litchfield. — Mr. Abraham Bradley. 
Woodbury. — Mr. Daniel Sherman, Captain Increase 

Moseley. 
Tourington.- — Mr. John Cook. 
Sharon. — Mr. John Canfield, Mr. Caleb Jeweit. 
Goshen. — Col. Ebenezer Norton, Mr. David Thompson. 
Canaan. — Capt. Samuel Forbes, Mr. Asahel Bebee. 
New-Milford. — Major Samuel Canfield, Capt. Sherman 

Boardman. 
Cornwall. — Mr. Edward Rogers, Mr. John Pearce. 
New-Hartford. — Mr, Abel Merrill, Capt. Seth Smith. 
Kent.- — Capt. Jethro Hatch, Capt. Justus Sackett. 
Harwinton. — Mr. Josiah Phelps, Capt. John Wilson. 
Westmoreland. — Col. Zebulon Butler, Major Ezekicl 

Pearce. 
Salisbury. — Capt. Abiel Camp, Capt. James Bird. 

William Williams, E=q., Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives ; Richard Law, Esq., Clerk. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That an Embargo be forth- 
with laid upon the exportation out of this Colony, by water, 
of the following articles of Provision, viz : Wheat, Rye, 
Indian Corn, Pork, Beef, Live Cattle, Peas and Beans, 
Butter, Cheese, Bread, Flour, and every kind of Meat, 
except necessary stores for Vessels bound to sea ; and that 
his Honour the Governour be, and he is hereby desired to 
issue a Proclamation laying such Embargo, and prohibiting 
the exportation of such Provisions accordingly ; such Em- 
bargo to continue till the first day of June next : provided, 
nevertheless, that his Honour the Governour be, and he is 
hereby empowered and fully authorized to grant Permits 
for the exportation out of this Colony, by water, of Live 
Cattle and Provisions, in such cases, and to such ports and 
places, as he shall judge necessary and expedient for the 
publick service : provided, also, that his Honour the Gov- 
ernour, by and with the advice of the Council, may dis- 
continue the Embargo, in whole or in part, at any time 
when they shall judge it expedient. 

This Assembly being informed that certain questions and 
disputes have arose amongst the Troops lately raised by 
this Colony, and sent into the Colony of New-York, and 
such as are now employed against the Ministerial Forces 
in Canada; which disputes, unless prevented, may be at- 
tended with unhappy consequences : 

Therefore, it is hereby Resolved by this Assembly, That 
all the Troops which have been lately raised by this Colo- 
ny, for the special defence thereof, and sent into the Colony 
of Neiv-York, and all such as are now employed against 
the Ministerial Troops in Canada, are and shall be subject 
to the Rules, Orders, Regulations, and Discipline of the 
Congress of the Twelve United Colonies, during the time 
of their enlistment. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That Roger Sherman, Oli- 
ver Wolcott, Samuel Huntington , Titus Hosmer, and Wil- 
liam Williams, Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed 
Delegates to represent this Colony at the General Con- 
gress of the United Colonies in America, for the year en- 
suing, and until others be chosen ; that is to say: the said 
Roger Sherman, Oliver Wolcott, and Samuel Huntington, 
Esquires, do attend said Congress ; and, on the failure of 
either of the said gentlemen, by sickness or otherwise, then 
the said Titus Hosmer or William Williams, Esquires, are 
to supply the place or places of any or either of the said 
three gentlemen first named, in such manner that three of 
said Delegates, and three only, do attend said Congress at 
any one time ; and the said three Delegates, or any or 
either of them who shall be present in said Congress, are 
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iiereby fully authorized and empowered to represent this 
Colony in said Congress, to consult, advise, and resolve, 
upon measures necessary to be taken and pursued for the 
defence, security, and preservation of the rights and liber- 
ties of the said United Colonies, and for their common 
safety; and of such their proceedings and resolves they do 
transmit authentick copies, from time to time, to the Gene- 
ral Assembly of this Colony ; that the said Delegates, now 
appointed, do repair to and take their seats in said Con- 
gress by the first day of January next, in case said Con- 
gress shall be then sitting, or as soon after as said Congress 
shall be convened ; and that the said gentlemen who are 
now attending said Congress in behalf of this Colony, do 
continue in their said office until the gentlemen now chosen, 
and are directed to attend in manner aforesaid, shall arrive 
at said Congress. 

Whereas the Committee appointed by this Assembly in 
May last, for the purpose of procuring three thousand stand 
of Arms Tor the use of this Colony, &ic, have now repre- 
sented to this Assembly that they have proceeded in said 
business, and procured a considerable number of said Arms 
:o be made in this Colony, which are now in the hands of 
said Committee ; but, notwithstanding their utmost assi- 
duity, have not been able to procure the whole number 
ordered by said Act, within the time therein limited : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the said Committee be 
directed, and they are hereby directed, to purchase and 
receive for the use of this Colony all the stands of Fire- 
Arms which shall be made and completed within this Colo- 
ny, according to the direction of the aforesaid Act, and 
shall be delivered to said Committee at any time before 
rhe first day of May next ; and the manufacturers of said 
Fire- Arms and Gun-Locks shall be entitled to and receive 
the same bounty as those are entitled to by said Act, who 
made and delivered to the Committee any Arms before the 
twentieth day of October instant, the time therein limited, 

An Act in further addition to an Act entitled An Act for 
the forming and regulating the Militia, and for the 
encouragement of military skill, for the better defence 
of this Colony. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That the chief officer of every Troop 
shall cause the Arms and Ammunition of all under his com- 
mand, and the chief officer of every Company of Foot 
shall cause the Arms and Ammunition of all under his 
ootathand, and also of all others, dwelling within the limits 
of his Company, who are by law obliged to keep Arms, 
to be reviewed on the first Monday of May and the first 
Monday of October, annually, by requiring such persons to 
bring forth their Arms and Ammunition at a certain time 
and place by such officer appointed ; and if any of the per- 
sons aforesaid shall not appear, being thereto required and 
duly warned, or shall be deficient in Arms or Ammunition, 
such persons, respectively, shall pay the same fine for non- 
appearance, and also for deficiency of Arms or Ammuni- 
tion, as in and by said Act is provided ; saving and except- 
ing, in sakl Act is excepted, any repealing Act, or any law, 
usage, or custom, to the contrary notwithstanding; this Act 
to continue and be in force for the term of one year from 
the rising of this Assembly, and no longer. 

An Act in further addition to an Act entitled An Act for 
forming and regulating the Militia, and for the encou- 
ragement of military skill, for the better defence of this 
Colony. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the autho- 
rity of the same, That each and every Trooper, enlisted 
into and belonging to any Troop of Horse in this Colony, 
shall, within three months from the first day of November 
next, furnish and provide himself with a suitable Horse and 
furniture', a Carbine, and every other article of Fire-Arms 
and accoutrements which are, by law, already directed and 
prescribed for Troopers, and the same constantly hold and 
keep in readiness for service ; and that every person who 
shall hereafter enlist and be received into any Troop of 
Horse, shall, within three months after such his enlistment, 
be completely furnished, provided, and equipped, in manner 
aforesaid. 



Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
every enlisted or to be enlisted Trooper, who shall neglect 
to furnish and provide himself in manner and within the 
time and times limited as aforesaid, shall be, by the Cap- 
tain or chief officer of such Troop, discharged and dis- 
missed from the same; and every person so discharged 
shall be liable and shall attend and perform military duty 
in the Company of Foot, within whose limits he shall be- 
long, under the same regulations as the soldiers of said 
Company, by law, are, unless such discharged Trooper is 
or shall be, by law, otherwise exempted. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That 
the Captain or chief officer of every Troop, where any such 
neglect shall happen, shall, within a short reasonable time 
after, certify such neglect, and the names of the persons so 
neglecting and discharged, to the Captain or chief officer 
of the Foot Company, within whose limits the same shall 
happen ; and it shall be the duty of such Captain of such 
Foot Company to enroll and require such discharged 
Trooper to attend and do duty in his Company as afore- 
said. 

And it is further enacted, That if any Captain or chief 
officer, of any Company of Horse or Foot, shall neglect 
his duty as required by this Act, he shall pay a fine of ten 
Shillings, for each offence, to the Town Treasurer of the 
Town to which he belongs, for the use of said Town, to 
be recovered, by warrant, from the Colonel of the Regi- 
ment to which he belongs : provided, nevertheless, that if 
any such Trooper shall be deficient in any article required, 
which is not to be had or obtained in this Colony, it shall 
be in the power of the Colonel or chief officer of the Regi- 
ment, in such case only, to excuse him from the penalty of 
this Act until such articles can be procured. 

Whereas the Listers, in sundry Towns in this Colony, 
have, by mistake, omitted to insert, in the General List of 
Polls and Rateable Estate in such Towns, made up and sent 
to this Assembly, the Polls of the Officers and Soldiers be- 
longing to said Towns, who are abroad in the service of 
this Colony, in the Army, from whence inconveniences may 
arise ; which to prevent, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That trie Lists made up as 
aforesaid, without inserting the Polls of such Officers and 
Soldiers, may be received and entered by the Committee 
for receiving the Lists from the several Towns, said omis- 
sion notwithstanding. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Listers, in any of 
the Towns in this Colony, who have omitted to insert "the 
Polls of such Officers and Soldiers, in the Lists they have 
made up and sent to this Assembly, be and they are di- 
rected and enjoined to make up an additional List of the 
Polls of such Officers and Soldiers, and send the same to 
this Assembly, at this or their next session. 

And whereas said omissions proceeded from a mistaken 
apprehension of their duty in such Listers, for which said 
Towns ought not suffer loss or damage : 

Resolved, That said Towns shall have and receive their 
School Money, after the rate of forty Shillings on every 
thousand Pounds, on such additions of the Polls of said 
Officers and Soldiers, out of the publick Treasury, said 
omissions notwithstanding ; and the Treasurer is authorized 
and directed to pay the same to such Towns accordingly. 

Resolved, by this Assembly, That the Treasurer of this 
Colony be directed, and he is hereby directed and ordered, 
to receive into the Treasury all such sum or sums of Money, 
or Bills, lately emitted by order of the Continental Con- 
gress, which have already or hereafter shall be ordered by- 
said Congress to be remitted to this Colony. 

And whereas there is now in the hands of William Wil- 
liams, Esq., Speaker of the Lower House of Assembly, a 
large sum of said Bills, Sic, 

It is further Resolved, That the said William Williams, 
Esq., do deliver said Bills, now in his hands, to the Trea- 
surer, and receive his receipt therefor, and lodge the same 
with the Secretary of this Colony; and also receive a re- 
ceipt for all such sum or sums which the Treasurer hath 
heretofore received from any other person or persons, and 
lodge the same as aforesaid. And that it shall be the duty 
of those who shall hereafter be employed to bring further 
sum or sums of said Money, or Bills, to deliver th<Tsame to 
the Treasurer, and receive his receipt therefor, and lodge 
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the same with the Secretary as aforeasid; and that the Trea- 
surer pay out the same according to the order of this As- 
sembly. 

Whereas this Assembly have appointed and authorized 
John Canfield, Esq., to receive out of the Colony Trea- 
sury the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds, lawful 
money, which he is to apply to the relief of the infirm 
and sick Soldiers at Ticonderoga, and the parts adjacent, in 
the service of the United Colonies, in such way and man- 
ner as in the Act of this Assembly is directed ; and this 
Assembly being informed that there are Continental Bills 
in the hands of Colonel William Williams, that are to be 
delivered by him into the Treasury of this Colony: 

Resolved, therefore, by this Assembly, That the said 
John Canfield, Esq., apply to the said Colonel Williams, 
and receive of him so many Continental Bills as to amount 
to said sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds ; which sum 
the said Colonel Williams is desired to pay to the said 
John Canfield, Esq.; and said CanfiehCs receipt therefor 
shall be accepted, by the Treasurer of this Colony, as pay- 
ment for that sum, of the said Col. William Williams. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That John Canfield, Esq., 
receive, out of the Colony Treasury, the sum of one hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, and thereupon forthwith repair to 
Ticonderoga, and parts adjacent, and apply to the proper 
officers of the United Colonies, that they afford all proper 
and suitable relief, on account of the United Colonies, to 
all sick and infirm Soldiers, in that quarter, who have en- 
listed in the service of this Colony, and are or may be law- 
fully returning home ; and in case no adequate relief can 
be had on account of the United Colonies, then he, the 
said John Canfield, Esq., is hereby directed to give such 
sick and infirm Soldiers all such relief as may be necessary, 
at the expense of this Colony, and lay his account, for his 
services and expenditures herein, before the Pay Table for 
allowance, and fully account for the money he shall receive 
as aforesaid. And the said John Canfield, Esq., is further di- 
rected to receive and adjust all accounts, which have arisen 
for the relief of such sick and infirm Soldiers, for which no 
compensation has or can be otherwise obtained, and lay 
the same before the Pay Table, who shall order payment 
therefor, and for all other accounts which have or may 
have arisen in manner aforesaid, according to what they 
shall find justly and equitably due. 

An Act providing for the defence of the Sea-Coast of this 
Colony, during the term therein limited. 
Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Represen- 
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, That a Company of seventy men be enlisted 
and stationed at New-London, from the 20th day of Octo- 
ber instant, until the 1st day of December next, for the de- 
fence of the same ; that said men be commanded by a 
Captain, two Lieutenants, and an Ensign. That the works 
begun on the old Fort, at Neio-London, be finished and 
completed, and that said men, to be enlisted, be employed 
in performing the same ; and that the Cannon belonging 
to this Colony, now in said Nciv-London, be mounted on 
said Fort, and that said Fort be supplied with one ton of 
Gunpowder out of the Colony stores. That a suitable 
platform be erected and made on said Fort, and that the 
Colony Treasurer, by order of the Committee of Pay Ta- 
ble, issue and pay to the Captain of said Company of Sol- 
diers the sum of one hundred Pounds, to be laid out in 
purchase of materials for said platform, and other necessary 
expenses on said works, for which the said Captain shall 
render his account when required. That a Company of 
thirty men be enlisted and stationed at New-Haven, under 
the command of a Lieutenant, from the 20th day of Oc- 
tober instant, until the 1st day of December next, for the 
defence thereof. That fifteen men be enlisted and stationed 
at Lyme, under the command of a Lieutenant, from said 
20th of October to said 1st day of December, for the de- 
fence thereof. That a Company of forty men be enlisted 
and stationed at Stoninglon, under the command of a Cap- 
tain, from said 20th day of October to said 1st day of De- 
cember, for the defence thereof. That said Officers and 
Soldiers shall have and receive the same monthly wages 
with the Officers and Soldiers already raised for the defence 
of this Colony ; and that said Officers and Soldiers be 
allowed the sum of five Shillings and three Pence, per 



week, for their billeting, during the term aforesaid ; and 
that the Officers already appointed by his Honour the Go- 
vernour and Committee of Safety, still continue to have 
the command of said respective bodies of men, agreeable 
to said appointment. 

Resolved by this Assembly , That the Committee of Pay 
Table be directed, and they are hereby directed and ordered, 
as soon as may be, to prepare and state an account of all 
the expense and disbursements this Colony hath been at 
in raising, equipping, and furnishing the Troops lately raised 
in this Colony, agreeable to Act of this Assembly, for the 
defence of the invaded rights of America, and all other 
expense which has been incurred by this Colony in defence 
and prosecution of the said common cause of America, and 
transmit to his Honour the Governour an authenticated 
copy of said accounts, who is hereby desired to transmit 
the same to the honourable Continental Congress, and re- 
quest the payment of the balance which shall appear to be 
due to this Colony. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Committee of Pay 
Table be and they are hereby directed to receive, adjus:. 
and allow what is reasonable, of the accounts of Physicians, 
Surgeon?, Nurses, and others, who have attended or shall 
attend upon or support the sick, among the Troops raised 
by tills Colony, who are taken sick in the service either 
before or on the march to or from their encampments, and 
not under advantage of being taken care of as the sick in 
the Army are, and to draw upon the Treasurer of this 
Colony for the payment thereof accordingly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Post now riding 
from Woodstock to Fairfield, through Lebanon, in this Co- 
lony, be, and he is hereby directed to be continued by the 
same person or persons, and under the same regulations 
and circumstances, at the publick expense, as lias been 
heretofore used and practised, until the further order of 
this Assembly, or until some other regulations, adequate to 
the purposes of such Post, shall be made by the Postmaster- 
General. 

Whereas his Honour the Governour, with the Commit- 
tee of Safety, did order a number of Men, Officers and 
Soldiers, to be raised for the defence of the Towns of New- 
Haven, Nttv- London, Lyme, and Stonington, in this Colo- 
ny, at which places said Officers and Soldiers were stationed 
from the 20th day of October instant : 

Resolved, therefore, by this Assembly, That the Com- 
mittee of the Pay Table for this Colony be, and they are 
hereby empowered to receive, examine, and adjust, the 
several Accounts and Expenditures for the purpose afore- 
said, and draw orders for the payment thereof upon the 
Treasurer of this Colony, who is hereby directed to pay 
such sums to the chief officer of each Company, respect- 
ively, as shall be found due. 

Whereas this Assembly, in their session in May last, 
appointed Colonel Erastus Wolcott, Captain Samuel Wads- 
worth, Captain Ezekiel Williams, Mr. Epaphras Bull, 
Henry Allyn, Esq., Colonel Fisher Gay, Colonel Mat- 
thew Talcott, Colonel James Wadsworth, Captain Jonathan 
Wells, Ebcnezer White, Esq., and Colonel Jonathan Hum- 
phrey, a Committee, with instructions, at the expense of 
this Colony, to take care of and provide for a number of 
Officers and Soldiers, with their Families, he, who were 
then Prisoners of War in the Town of Hartford ; and this 
Assembly being informed that a number of such Prisoners 
are now in this Colony, and no provision is made for their 
confinement and support, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid be empowered, 
and they are hereby fully authorized, to take care of and 
provide for all such Prisoners as are or shall be ordered and 
directed to this Colony by authority, in the same manner 
as in said Act they are directed. 

Whereas a former Assembly did appoint Daniel Sher- 
man and Benjamin Stiles, Esquires, a Committee to pav 
off the Prizes in the Ousatonick River Lottery, that were 
not discharged by the Managers of said Lottery; and for 
that purpose did order the Treasurer of this Colony to de- 
liver into the hands of said Sherman and SHles, Esquires, 
the sum of five hundred Pounds, lawful money, whereof 
they were to account to this Assembly; and whereas no 
account has been rendered by those gentlemen- 
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Resolved by this Assembly, That Colonel Oliver Wol- 
cott, and Andrew Adams, Esq., be a Committee to settle 
and adjust accounts with the said Daniel Sherman and 
Benjamin Stiles, Esquires, of their doings in the premises, 
and receive of them whatever sum or part of said five hun- 
dred Pounds may be left in their hands, not disposed of 
for the use aforesaid ; and said former Committee are di- 
rected to render their account and payment, as aforesaid, 
to the present Committee, who are to make report to the 
next General Assembly, of their doings in the premises. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Gov- 
ernour be desired to write to the Continental Congress, and 
state the several matters relative to the Prisoners of War 
who now are or hereafter shall be brought into this Colony, 
and request the direction of said Congress in what manner 
the Officers and Soldiers who are Prisoners as aforesaid shall 
be provided for and supported, and how and in what man- 
ner the expense incurred thereby shall be defrayed ; and 
that his Honour transmit, therewith, a copy of General 
Washington's Letter to the Committee of Inspection at 
Hartford, respecting Major French and his companions ; 
also, said French's request, contained in his Billet to Mr. 
Payne, and Captain William. Delaplace's Memorial, pre- 
ferred to this Assembly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Accounts exhibited 
to this Assembly, for allowance, by John Boles, Jun., and 
John Boles, 3d, both of New-London, for sundry articles 
supplied to Officers and Soldiers raised in this Colony, be 
referred to the Committee of Pay Table, who are directed 
to examine and adjust said Accounts, and to draw on the 
Treasurer for what they shall allow therein, and charge the 
same to the respective Officers at whose request the said 
articles were had, as appears by said Accounts, to be ad- 
justed, upon settlement, between said Committee of Pay 
Table and said Officers ; which said Accounts said Com- 
ipittee of Pay Table are directed to receive and keep for 
that purpose. 

This Assembly do appoint Jonathan Fitch, Esq., to be 
Colonel pfjbe Second Regiment of Militia in this Colony, 
in the room of Colonel Leveret Hubbard, resigned. 

Major William Danielson to be Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the Eleventh, Regiment in this Colony, in the room of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Putnam, promoted. 

Captain Samuel McClellan to be Major of the Eleventh 
Regiment in this Colony, in the room of Major Danielson, 
promote'd. 

Joseph Hopkins, Esq., and Captain Samuel Fords are 
appointed a Committee to repair to the Lead Mines in 
New-Canaan, and examine into the quality, state, and cir- 
cumstances thereof, and report the same to this Assembly 
at their ne,xt session. 

On information of the state, circumstances, and doings, 
of the West Military Company or Trainband, in the So- 
ciety of Northbury, in the Town of Waterbury, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That said Company or 
Trainband be, and the same is hereby dissolved ; and that 
all persons living within the limits of the same, who by 
law are obliged to perform military duty, be annexed to 
the remaining Companies or Trainbands in said Society, in 
manner following, viz : All such persons who now do or 
hereafter shall dwell in said Society, southward and west- 
ward of a line beginning at the north end of the dwelling- 
bouse of David Smith, in said Society, then running west- 
ward, as the Highway runs, over Naugatuck River, to a 
place (Twich-Grass Brook) near the south side of Cap- 
tain David Blaltslcy's house, then running up said Brook 
till it comes to Litchfield line, and not belonging to the 
Company or Tidinband under the command of Captain 
Jesse Ciatiss, shall be annexed to the Company or Train- 
band now undci the command of Captain Nathaniel Barns; 
and that all persons who now do or shall hereafter dwell 
in said Society, northward and eastward of the line afore- 
said, and not included in the original limiis of the said 
Company or Trainband, under the command of said Cap- 
tain Barns, be and are annexed to the Company or Train- 
band now under the command of Captain Jesse Ciirtiss ; 
always provided, that nothing in this Resolve shall be con- 
strued to prevent any person from enlisting into the Com- 
pany or Trainband under the command of said Captain 
Curtiss, as by law is already provided. 



Whereas this Assembly are informed that Benjamin 
Stiles, of Woodbury, hath publickly and contemptuously 
uttered and spoken many things against the qualifications 
of the three Delegates of the Colony" of Connecticut, now 
belonging to the Continental Congress, with respect to their 
abilities, intelligence, and uprightness, and also against the 
measures that have been adopted by the Continent for the 
relief and security of the valuable rights and privileges of 
the inhabitants of the Continent of America, by means 
whereof he, the said Benjamin Stiles, has openly showed 
bis inimical temper of mind and unfriendly disposition 
against the measures taken and pursued for a union of 
defence in the American cause, as per information on file : 

It is therefore Resolved by this Assembly, That the said 
Benjamin Stiles be cited to appear before the General As- 
sembly of this Colony, at their next session, to answer to 
the matters alleged against him, the said Benjamin Stiles; 
and the Secretary is hereby directed to cause him to be 
served with a citation for that purpose, and also with a copy 
of the information exhibited to this Assembly against him, 
and that the several Witnesses named in said information 
be by the Secretary summoned to appear before the Gen- 
eral Assembly, at their next session, to testify in the pre- 
mises. 

Whereas this Assembly are informed that John R. Mar- 
shall, of Woodbury, Missionary, hath publickly and con- 
temptuously uttered and spoken many things against the 
doings of the General Assembly of this Colony, and in 
derision and contempt of the same, relating to the measures 
and plans of procedure that have been adopted and come 
into by this Assembly, for the defence and security of the 
valuable rights and privileges of the inhabitants of said Co- 
lony; and that the said John R. Marshall hath, by means 
thereof, evidently showed therein his inimical temper and 
unfriendly disposition against the measures, modes, and 
plans that are adopted for the defence of the American 
cause, as per information on file : it is thereupon 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the said John R. Mar- 
shall be cited to appear before the General Assembly of 
this Colony, at their next session, to answer to the matters 
alleged against him, the said John; and the Secretary is 
hereby directed to cause him to be served with a citation 
for that purpose, and also with a copy of said information 
exhibited to this Assembly against him, and that the several 
Witnesses named in the information be by the Secretary 
summoned to appear before the General Assembly, at their 
next session, to testify in the premises. 

Upon the Memorial of the Second Company of Go- 
vernour's Guards, praying this Assembly to authorize said 
Company annually to elect their Non-Commissioned Offi- 
cers, (tec, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That said Company be au- 
thorized, and they are hereby authorized and empowered 
annually to elect their Non-Commissioned Officers: pro- 
vided, nevertheless, that those Non-Commissioned Officers 
who may or shall be superseded at such annual election, 
shall be obliged to return into the ranks, and act as com- 
mon soldiers in said Company only. 

Upon the Memorial of John McCall and others, of Nor- 
ivich, in the County of New-London, showing to this As- 
sembly that ibey have associated in a military Company, 
under certain articles to said Memorial annexed, praying 
that they may be constituted a military Company, under 
the directions of the Field-Officers of the Twentieth Regi- 
ment, &c, 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialists be, and 
they are hereby constituted a distinct military Company, 
by the name of the Veteran Guards, with liberty, by volun- 
tary enlistment from time to time, to complete their num- 
ber of sixty men, including officers: provided, that no other 
military Company, or Troop of Horse, shall be by such en- 
listment reduced below the number by law allowed to such 
Companies, with full power to choose a Captain, one Lieu- 
tenant, and an Ensign, and such other officers as shall be 
necessary, and to furnish themselves with such Arms, Am- 
munition, and implements of war, as said Company shall 
agree upon by the major vote of said Company, who shall 
be present, upon legal warning, to act thereon, and shall 
do as much military duty as other military Companies are 
by law obliged to do, and shall be subject to such further 
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rules, orders, and regulations, as shall or may be voted and 
agreed upon by the Officers and Company, and in equal 
vote the Captain or chief officer to have a casting vote : 
provided such orders and regulations are allowed and ap- 
proved of by the Captain-General, or by the Field-Offi- 
cers of said Regiment; and no person shall be enlisted into 
or dismissed from said Company, but by the vote of said 
Company; and in case said Company should be dissolved, 
or any person or persons be dismissed therefrom, all per- 
sons released from said Company, in either of the ways 
aforesaid, who ought by law yet to bear arms, shall do 
duty in the military Companies where they respectively 
belong. 

Upon the Memorial of Daniel Gray, of Stamford, in 
Fairfield County, showing to this Assembly, that he hath 
quantities of Rye and Indian Corn, which are wasting, 
and also that many of the inhabitants of said Town of 
Stamford have large quantities of the aforementioned com- 
modities, and that lie owns a Sloop of about fifty tons bur- 
den, which he would risk, together with her loading, to 
transport Rye and Indian Corn, to supply the suffering 
inhabitants of the eastern parts of the Province of Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, viz : to Falmouth, Machias, and Sheepscut, 
in said Province, praying for liberty to transport a sloop 
load of Rye and Indian Corn to the said Province of 
the Massachusetts-Bay, viz : to Falmouth, Machias, and 
Sheepscut, in the said Province, as per Memorial : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the "Memorialist, have 
liberty, and he is hereby permitted and liberty is granted 
him to transport said sloop load of Rye and Indian Corn 
to said Falmouth, Machias, and Sheepscut: provided he 
give bond to the Governour and Company of this Colony, 
for the sum of five hundred Pounds, lawful money, that he 
will faithfully transport, land, and dispose of said Rye and 
Indian Corn, at one or other of the places aforesaid ; said 
bond to be lodged with the Naval Officer for the Port of 
New-Haven. 

Upon the Memorial of Leonard Dusau, of Cape Fran- 
cois, in the West-Indies, showing that he is owner of a 
Schooner of about fifty tons burden, now lying in the Har- 
bour of New- York, praying for permission to load said 
Schooner with Lumber from this Colony for said Cape, as 
per Memorial on file : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialist have 
liberty, and permission is hereby granted to load said 
Schooner with, a cargo of Lumber from this Colony to 
Cape Frang-ois, in the West-Indies, upon his giving bond, 
in the sum of five hundred Pounds, lawful money, pay- 
able to the Treasurer of this Colony, that he will not carry 
said cargo of Lumber to any English Island in the West- 
Indies, and also that he will procure and return unto this 
Continent such Military Stores as he can obtain, that may 
be needful and necessary; and any Naval Officer in this 
Colony is hereby empowered to take such bond, payable 
to the Treasurer of this Colony. 

Upon the Memorial of Stephen Thorp, of Fairfield, in 
the County of Fairfield, showing to this Assembly, that 
he is owner of a Sloop of about fifty tons, and has in store 
a large quantity of Indian Corn, Rye, and Rye Flour, 
and is desirous to load said Sloop with the articles afore- 
said, and transport such lading to Falmouth, Machias, or 
Sheepscut, in the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, 
praying for liberty to transport said sloop load of Rye, In- 
dian Corn, and Rye FJour, to either of the places afore- 
said, as per Memorial : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialist have 
liberty, and he is hereby permitted and liberty is granted 
him to transport said sloop load of Rye, Indian Corn, and 
Rye Flour, to said Falmouth, Machias, or Sheepscut; 
provided he give bond to the Governour and Company of 
this Colony j for the sum of five hundred Pounds, lawful 
money, that he will faithfully transport, sell, and dispose 
of said Rye, Indian Corn, and Rye Flour, at one or other 
of the places aforesaid; said bond to be lodged with the 
Naval Officer for the Port of New-Haven. 

Upon the Memorial of Increase Bradley and Peter 
Whitney, of Fairfield, showing to this Assembly that they 
have in store a large quantity of Rye and Indian Corn, 
which lies by them for want of buyers, which they are 



desirous to ship on board their Sloop of about fifty tons, and 
the same transport to Falmouth, Machias, or Sheepscut, 
in the Massachusetts-Bay, praying this Assembly to grant 
them a permit to transport said sloop load of Rye and In- 
dian Corn to either of the places as aforesaid, as per Me- 
morial : 

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Memorialists have 
liberty, and they are hereby permitted and liberty is grant- 
ed them to ship on board said Sloop a sufficient quantity 
of Rye and Indian Corn to load the same, and the said 
Rye and Indian Corn transport to Falmouth, Machias, 
and Sheepscut, in the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay : 
provided they give bond to the Governour and Company 
of this Colony, that they will faithfully transport and land 
and dispose of said Rye and Indian Corn, at said Falmouth, 
Machias, or Sheepscut; said bond to be for the sum of five 
hundred Pounds, lawful money, and to be lodged with the 
Naval Officer for the Port of Neiv-Haven. 

The Gentlemen nominated by the votes of the Freemen, 
to stand for election in May next, as sent in to the General 
Assembly holden at New-Haven, on the second Thursday 
of October, 1775, are as follow, viz : 

The Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., The Hon. Mat- 
thew Griswold, Esq., Jabez Hamlin, Esq., Elisha Shel- 
don, Esq., Eliphalet Dyer, Esq., Jabez Huntington, Esq., 
William Pitkin, Esq., Roger Sherman, Esq., Abraham 
Davenport, Esq., William Samuel Johnson, Esq., Joseph 
Spencer, Esq., Oliver Wolcott, Esq., Samuel Huntington, 
Esq., Mr. Richard Law, Colonel William Williams, Co]. 
Erastus Wolcott, Col. Samuel Holden Parsons, Mr. Dan- 
iel Sherman, Mr. Silas Dean, Mr. Titus Hosmer. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Assembly, that 
it is not best to enter upon any private business, of a civil 
nature, betwixt party and party, wherein there is any liti- 
gation, at this session of this Assembly. 

Whereas the situation of publick affairs is such at pre- 
sent that this Assembly will not attend to private matters: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the consideration of all pri- 
vate business, of a disputable nature, be referred over to 
the session of this Assembly in May next; and that all 
persons that, by any former Resolve of Assembly, are freed 
from arrest during the pendency of their Petitions already 
preferred, do remain in the same situation till their causes 
are heard, or until the further order of this Assembly. 

Resolved by this Assembly, That William Williams, 
Esquire, who has now in his hands, in this Town of New- 
Haven, s sum or quantity of Continental Currency, lately 
received by him and Nathaniel. Wales, Esq., of the Con- 
tinental Treasurer at Philadelphia, for the use of this Co- 
lony, do, and he is hereby authorized and directed to pay 
and deliver unto Samuel Bishop and Fisher Gay, Esqs., 
the sum of sixteen hundred and seventy-eight Dollars, 
equal to five hundred and three Pounds, eight Shillings, 
lawful money, of said currency, to be by them improved, to 
pay and discharge the debenture of said Assembly in their 
present session; and if said sum shall be more than suffi- 
cient for that purpose, they are to pay and deliver the 
overplus to the Treasurer of this Colony, taking his receipt 
therefor for their own security, not to be lodged with the 
Secretary nor charged against said Treasurer; and said 
Treasurer is directed to allow said sum to said Williams, so 
delivered and paid over to said Bishop and Gay, as if de- 
livered to him personally, and charge the Colony for said 
debenture, paid as aforesaid. 

This Assembly grants to his Honour Governour Trum- 
bull the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds, for the last 
half of his salary the current year. 

This Assembly grants to the Honourable Deputy-Gov- 
ernour Griswold the sum of fifty Pounds, for the last half 
of his salary the current year. 

This Assembly is adjourned, by proclamation, &c, until 
his Honour the Governour, or in his absence the Deputy- 
Go vernour, shall see cause to call it to meet again. 

Test : George Wyllys, Secretary. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Repre- 
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author- 
ity of the same, That all the male persons, inhabitants of 
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this Colony, of the age of twenty-one years and upwards, 
shall have tendered to them the following Association, to 
wit : 

Whereas the British Parliament have of late claimed 
a power and authority to bind the people of America in 
all cases whatsoever, and, in pursuance of such claim, have 
passed divers Acts of Parliament subversive of the natural 
and constitutional rights and liberties of (he Americans; 
and whereas the British Ministry have attempted to carry 
said Acts of Parliament into execution by military force, 
with an express intention to subjugate the Ameiicans, and 
in a time of peace have wantonly and unprovoked shed 
the blood of many of their inhabitants, and all reasonable 
measures for obtaining redress of their said grievances 
which Lave been taken proving ineffectual, we are at last 
reduced to the unhappy necessity of taking up arms in de- 
fence of their lives and liberties, in obedience to the first 
law of nature, self-preservation, and to make their solemn 
appeal to the Supreme Goveraoiir of the Universe and All- 
Wise Disposer of every event; and that much depends, 
under God, upon the unanimity and joint efforts of a brave 
and free people for their preservation and defence : 

We, the subscribers, do each for ourselves claim, demand, 
and.insist upon our constitutional rights and privileges, and 
do solemnly covenant, agree, and promise, to and with each 
other, that we will always maintain and defend the same, to 
the utmost of our power, against every attempt that shall be 
made to_wrcst_ them from; us, and especially against the 
measures that have been or may be taken by the British 
Ministry and Parliament for that purpose. And we likewise 
promise and agree that we will not aid, assist, or help the 
Fleet and Army, or any other person or persons employed 
by the said Ministry or Parliament, by furnishing them 
with Provisions, warlike Stores, or other necessaries, or by 
giving Or 'conveying any intelligence to them, or in any 
other way whatever, while they shall be thus employed 
against this or the other Colonies in America; but will be 
faithful and true to the Government, as established by char- 
ter in this Colony, and to the United American Colonies, 
and will to the utmost of our power, in our several places, 
assist in carrying into execution every measure of our Gen- 
eral Assembly, and also the measures of the said United 
Colonies, that have or shall be formed and come into for 
their common safety, and shall be approved of by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of this Colony, and that we will use our 
inmost influence to discountenance and prevent all riotous 
assemblies and mobs within this Colony. 

Witness our hands, at — ~, this day, A. D. ™ — ». 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the civil authority and Selectmen, or any or either of 
them, of every Town within this Colony, do, as soon as 
may be, offer and tender the aforesaid Association to every 
male inhabitant of the age of twenty-one years and up- 
wards, in their several Towns, to be by them signed"; and 
the said civil authority or Selectmen are further directed to 
make return of the names of all and every person or per- 
sons, in their respective Towns, who shall neglect or refuse 
to sign' the same, to the General Assembly, at their next 
session ; and that the said civil authority do lodge the said 



Association, after the said inhabitants shall have signed it, 
with the Town Clerk of their respective Towns. 

In the Lower House, the consideration of the above Bill 
is referred to the next session of this Assembly. 

Test : Richard Law, Clerk. 

Concurred in in the Upper House. 

Test : George Wyllys, Scc'y. 

Whereas this Assembly are apprehensive that there are 
some persons in this Colony whose going at large may en- 
danger the safety of the same, or the liberties of America; 
and whereas the Continental Congress have recommended 
that such persons be arrested and secured : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council, and 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That when complaint shall be made 
by the Committee of Inspection in any Town in this Co- 
lony, to any Assistant or Justice of the Peace in this Colo- 
ny, against any person living within their Town, or in any 
other Town where no Committee of Inspection is appoint- 
ed, that such person is an enemy to this Colony, and that 
his going at large endangers the safety of this Colony, or 
the liberties of America, it shall be the duty of such As- 
sistant or Justice of the Peace, and they are hereby directed 
and empowered to issue a vvarrant toItheSherifforCon- 
stable, ordering sucli person so complained of to be brought 
before such Assistant or Justice of the Peace, to be exa- 
mined touching such complaint; and in case it shall appear, 
to the satisfaction of such Assistant or Justice of the. Peace, 
that the person so complained of is guilty of the matter 
alleged against him, it shall be in the power of such Assist- 
ant or Justice, and they are directed to order such person 
to give bond, with sufficient surety, to the Treasurer of 
this Colony, for his appearance before the then next Gen- 
eral Assembly to be held in this Colony, to answer said 
complaint, and abide the judgment and order of said As- 
sembly thereon, and for his good behaviour, unto said As- 
sembly; and in case such person shall neglect or refuse to 
give such bond, the said Assistant or Justice shall order 
such person (o be committed to the common Jail in the 
County where such Assistant or Justice dwells, there to be 
held until released by the General Assembly, and the said 
Assistant or Justice is ordered to transmit. to such Assem- 
bly a copy of such complaint, and his proceedings thereon; 
and in case any person so complained of shall be acquitted 
by the Assistant or Justice of the Peace to whom such 
complaint is made, such person so complained of shall be 
discharged without cost, and in such case the cost of suit 
shall be laid before the County Court in such County 
where such proceedings are had, for their allowance, and 
said County Courts respectively are empowered to draw 
an order or orders on the Treasurer of this Colony for such 
as they shall allow. 

In the Lower House, the consideration of this Bill is re- 
ferred to the next session of this Assembly. 

Test : Richard Law, Clerk. 

Concurred in in the Upper House. 

Test : George Wyllys, Scc'y. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF LEITH. 

Address of the Magislrates, Incorporated Societies, and 
principal Inhabitants of the Town and Port of Leith, trans- 
mitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of his Majesty's princi- 
pal Secretaries of State, by Henry Dundas, Esquire, Lord 
Advocate in Scotland and Representative in Parliament 
for Edinburghshire, and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's faithful subjects, the Magistrates, 
Incorporated Societies, and principal Inhabitants of the 
Town and Port of Leith, think it our duty on this occasion 
with, unanimous voice to testify our loyalty at the foot of 
your throne. 

The differences between Great Britain and some of 
her Colonies have now come to such a crisis, that every 
community feels itself a part of the Nation, and every 
good citizen is interested in the publick cause. 



We cannot reflect, without concern, on the agitations 
that must have arisen in your sacred and paternal breast, 
upon this unnatural division ; nor think, without horrour, 
on those of your Majesty's subjects who have sown 
the seeds of dissension, and kindled the flames of civil 
war between one part of your Majesty's Dominions and 
another. 

Attached to that order flowing from good Government, 
which is the basis of human felicity, and fully justified with 
that liberty which is derived from the laws, we look upon 
the audacious attempts to overturn our happy Constitution 
with indignation, and abhor the vile artifices that are used 
to alienate the affections of your people from the best of 
Sovereigns. 

Sensible of the great increase of our trade and com- 
merce, and certain that industry, when cherished by liberty 
and protected by valour, will ever be crowned with suc- 
cess, our hearts overflow with gratitude for the happiness 
we enjoy under your Majesty's Government; and we rest 
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with confidence upon the wisdom and rectitude of your 
Majesty's measures for bringing the present unhappy dif- 
ferences to a conclusion which shall be consistent with 
the honour of Great Britain. 

But if our unhappy and deluded fellow-subjects in Ame- 
rica shall continue in their unnatural and unprovoked re- 
bellion, with our fortunes and with our lives we will assert 
the supremacy of our King and Parliament over every 
part of the British Empire ; and teach the sons of anarchy, 
that the same arm which was lately stretched out for their 
defence and security, and which drove all their enemies 
far from their borders, can with equal ease chastise ungrate- 
ful and rebellious subjects ; happy that the rod is in the 
most mild and merciful hand, in the hand of the father and 
friend of his people. 

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appoint- 
ment, by our Praises, one of the Magistrates of Leith, and 
the seal of the said Town is hereto affixed. 

James Cundell, Prccscs. 
[ Leith, October 12, 1775. 

ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF SEVERAL TOWNS 
IN THE COUNTY OF WILTS. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Clothiers, and other 
Tradesmen, of the Towns and neighbourhood of Bradford, 
Trowbridge, and Mclksham, in the County of Wilts, trans- 
mitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His Majesty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, by Philip James Gibbs, Esq., 
Thomas Johnson, Esq., and Paul Newman, Esq., and 
presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and faithful subjects, the 
Gentlemen, CleTgy, Clothiers, and other Tradesmen of the 
Towns and neighbourhood of Bradford, Trowbridge, and 
Melksham, in the County of Wilts, approach the throne 
at a season we think critical and alarming to the honour, 
peace, and welfare of our Country, to testify our affection- 
ate attachment and loyalty to your Majesty's person and 
Government, our sincere abhorrence of that rebellious 
spirit which has appeared among our American fellow- 
subjects, and our unfeigned sorrow for those inquietudes 
which, from humanity, and concern for the common wel- 
fare of your people, your royal mind must feel, on account 
of those unnatural and dangerous convulsions which at 
present rend the British Empire. 

Though we declare ourselves steadfast friends to consti- 
tutional liberty, and disdain the imputation of appearing as 
abetters of oppression and slavery ; though we wish our 
American fellow-subjects all that indulgence and encour- 
agement, which justice to the rest of your Majesty's peo- 
ple, and the common interest, safety, and welfare of the 
Empire will admit of; yet we cannot but condemn that 
uncandid and malignant spirit with which they have boldly 
imputed to the British Legislature odious and iniquitous 
designs against the just rights and liberties of your Majes- 
ty's subjects ; with intention to inflame the minds of your 
people here, and hurry them likewise into unnatural acts 
of violence ; whilst we can perceive no ground for so 
black an imputation, but the Legislature's endeavouring to 
protect the persons and properties of peaceable subjects 
from injury, to support order and Government, and to 
maintain its own constitutional authority. We cannot but 
condemn that want of equity which leads them to urge the 
advantages Great Britain derives from their commerce as 
a sufficient reason for their not being subjected to bear an 
equitable proportion in the publick burdens of the State, 
whilst, from the same commerce, themselves derive supe- 
riour advantages, according to their property employed in 
it, and their different ranks and conditions in life. We 
cannot but condemn their want of gratitude to their Parent 
Country, and of tenderness to their poorer fellow-subjects 
here, shown in the rash unwarrantable prohibition of all 
commerce with your Majesty's European Dominions; by 
which they designed and hoped to deprive those of the 
means of subsistence, who, by the sweat of their brows 
had long contributed to the protection and prosperity of 
America; though we have the pleasure to assure your 
Majesty, ~ we asr yet feel no such melancholy effects of 
American ingratitude and unkindness, by any unusual 



failure of demand for our manufactures, or of employment 
for our poor. 

Ardently wishing for the speedy restoration of peace 
and harmony throughout the British Empire, upon an 
equitable and constitutional foundation, we at the same 
time think it our duty to assure your Majesty of our de- 
termined readiness to use any lawful means in our power 
to support the constitutional rights of your crown and of 
the British Parliament, in and over every part of the 
British Dominions ; not doubting but that, from the purity 
of your Majesty's intentions, and the benevolence of your 
heart, all desirable mercy will be mixed witli any severity 
that will with deep regret be seen needful for accomplish- 
ing that important end. 

That your Majesty may long reign with glory and hon- 
our, over a free, a united, a happy and grateful people ; 
that your descendants, adorned with princely virtues, and 
friends to the rights and happiness of mankind, may in- 
herit your crown to latest ages, is the fervent prayer or 
your Majesty's dutiful and faithful subjects. 



ADDRESS OF THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE FOE THE 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 

Address of the Justices of the Peace Tor Hie County of 
Middlesex, in General Session assembled ; and also of the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the same County, 
presented to His Majesty by Sir John Hawkins, Knight, 
Chairman of the Session, the Reverend Sir George Booth, 
Baronet, and John Brettell, Esquire. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Justices assigned to keep the 
peace, and to hear and determine divers Felonies, Tres- 
passes, and Misdemeanors, in the County of Middlesex, 
in General Session assembled ; and also of the Gentle- 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders of the same County, whose 
names are hereunto subscribed. 

We, your Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, resident 
in this opulent County, sensible of the blessings which we 
derive from your Majesty's mild and gracious Government, 
during which justice has been administered with an impar- 
tiality unknown to former ages, and under which every 
subject has felt himself protected in the enjoyment of all 
those benefits which it is the ultimate end of civil institu- 
tions to ensure, humbly presume to address your Majesty 
at a crisis, which we conceive to be a most important one, 
and such as is not to be paralleled in the history of this or 
any other country. 

We look back with awful reverence on that period to- 
wards the end of the last century, when, by a revolution, 
from which it were impiety to exclude the interposition of 
Divine Providence, the bounds of regal authority, and the 
measures of civil subjection, were mutually adjusted and 
ascertained, upon principles coeval with and interwoven in 
the very Constitution of this Country. To those genuine 
patriots, and friends of religious and civil liberty, the actors 
in that noble cause, we at this day owe it that persecution 
is banished to the realms of despotism ; that illegal re- 
straints of civil liberty are guarded against ; that the ancient 
power of Parliaments over every part of the British Do- 
minions, is recognised ; and the supreme legislative autho- 
rity, by a wise and happy temperature of various interests, 
declared to reside in the three estates of King, Lords, and 
Commons. 

Reflecting on the above auspicious event, and the nu- 
merous benefits that have followed from it, we seek in vain 
for the motives of that unnatural rebellion in North-Ame- 
rica into which the inhabitants of some of the Provinces 
thereof, not less by the artifices of a disappointed and im- 
potent faction, than their own aversion to our religious and 
civil Constitution, have been precipitated. 

To attain the ends of a lawless association, which aims 
at nothing less than an independence on the Mother Coun- 
try, that would draw down destruction on their own heads, 
the legal Governments of the Colonies, now in rebellion, 
have, by degrees, been subverted, and the allegiance due to 
your Majesty from your loyal subjects there, has been ex- 
torted by and transferred to a few usurpers, whose regard 
for the publick is absorbed in the hope of private advan- 
tage. In the prosecution of their traitorous purposes, the 
hostilities originally commenced by the Americans have 
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been continued in a manner practised only by savages ; 
and in the conduct of a war, on which, with unhallowed 
lips, they implore the Divine blessing, we behold, with 
equal amazement and horrour, the violation of those rules 
of war to which humanity and the practice of all civilized 
nations have given a sanction. 

Miseries, greater, if possible, than those of a war thus 
conducted on the part of our enemies, have been denounced 
against the Mother Country by its rebellious sons, who, by 
resolutions of non-importation, have endeavoured to cut off 
the sources of our wealth, and by the dread of famine, to 
stimulate the„ industrious manufacturers of this Kingdom 
to oppose that power which has been their constant sup- 
port. But, thanks be to God, the flourishing condition of 
our trade, the quick circulation of wealth, the state of pub- 
lick credit, and the amazing increase of buildings and mer- 
cantile improvements which present themselves to our eyes 
in every part of this Country, are evident proofs of the 
futility of all such attempts, as they are of the flourishing 
state of the Kingdom in general. 

With very little attention to the merits of the dispute, 
and without being able to controvert that fundamental prin- 
ciple of civil society, that protection and allegiance are 
reciprocal, the Colonies in rebellion resist the payment of 
taxes which their preservation has made necessary, found- 
ing their pretended exemption, not on reason, equity, or 
natural justice, but upon the construction of those grants 
to which the Colonies owe their political existence. 

The rights, whatever they are, which the Americans 
claim, are founded in Charters from time to time granted 
by your Majesty's royal predecessors, under proper limita- 
tions anj xe^tneEons, , With the greatest professions of zeal 
for liberty, do these infatuated people exalt the regal into 
arbitrary power, and from principles of law and logick, 
which ..are. now forjhe first time advanced, contend that the 
acts of the„aggregate legislative body are of less force to 
bind the subject than those of an integral part thereof; 
and with ajl the insidious arts of adulation, your Majesty 
is courted to accept of that absolute power which you have 
uniformly disclaimed, as well by the whole tenour of your 
conduct, as by referring the means of preserving the su- 
premacy of this Country over the Colonies, to the great 
council of the Nation. 

For this singular instance of moderation, as for every 
other benefit .which we derive from your Majesty's paternal 
care and. watchful regard for our interests, receive, most 
gracious Sovereign, the sincere and humble acknowledg- 
ments of us, your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects ; and 
as the merciful forbearance hitherto shown to the Colonies 
in rebellion, would, if farther extended, be injurious to the 
interests of the Lwbole. British Empire, accept, also, this ten- 
der of every assistance which we are capable of rendering 
towards establishing the authority of the British Legislature 
over its Colonies and dependencies ; while, with unfeigned 
zeal, we supplicate the Supreme Disposer of all events for 
prosperity on those wise and lenient, but steady councils 
which have been resolved on, and we doubt not will be 
pursued, for effectuating this important and necessary pur- 
pose, 

JOHN HUNTER HOLT TO THE PUBLICK. 

Norfolk, October 12, 1775. 
The subscriber having been prevented from continuing 
his business, by a most unjustifiable stretch of arbitrary 
power, begs leave to inform the publick that he has some 
expectations of procuring a new set of materials, which, 
if he should be so fortunate as to succeed in, will enable 
him once more to apprize his countrymen of the danger 
they may be in from the machinations and black designs 
of their common enemy. The particular place where the 
office will be erected, is not yet fixed, but it will be so near 
Norfolk as to give him an opportunity of receiving the 
earliest and most authentick information of the proceedings 
of the gentlemen of the Army and Navy, and of sounding 
the alarm whenever danger approaches. As his paper has 
hitherto been free and open to all parties, he intends to 
observe the same caution and impartiality in his future 
publications, and cannot but flatter himself that his con- 
duct has been such as will entitle him to the future en- 
couragement of his subscribers and the publick. 

John Hunter Holt. 



THOMAS ROBINSON TO MESSRS. WILLIAM AND THOMAS 
BRADFORD. 

Sussex County, October 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : A paper appeared in your Journal, No. 
1712, said to be published by order of the Committee of 
the proposed new County in the Delaware Government, 
holding me out to the publick as an enemy to my Country. 
As that publication was made without my having an op- 
portunity to controvert the charge made against me, though 
it has failed of answering the private election purposes for 
which it was made, in the County where I live ; yet it 
may have some effect upon those who do not know me, 
and who, from their distance, cannot be acquainted with 
the true state of the matter. 1 therefore beg you will do 
me the justice to insert in your next paper the enclosed 
certificate, signed by five members of the Committee of 
Inspection, which is all I can yet procure. I also beg of 
the publick in general to suspend their opinion until the 
Committee have examined the matter, and are prepared to 
lay a full state of it before the publick. I shall avoid say- 
ing any thing about the charge, except that it is wholly 
groundless, not doubting but that I shall be honourably ac- 
quitted by the Committee. 

I am, Gentlemen, yours, &c, 

Thomas Robinson. 
Messrs. William and Thomas Bradford. 

We, the subscribers, being appointed to represent the 
character of Thomas Robinson, Esq., m that point of view 
in which it appeared to the Committee of that District 
lately annexed to the County of Sussex, do certify, that we 
have not as yet had it in our power to enter into a full dis- 
cussion of the matter; but, in the mean time, beg leave to 
offer to the publick a resolution of a majority of a very 
full Committee, on the 16th day of August last:. 

" On motion, resolved by this Committee, that the pro- 
ceeding of the Committee of Correspondence, of the 27th 
of July last, in regard to Thomas Robinson, Esq., is illegal, 
it being drawn up and sent to the press by only four of 
said Committee, when there should have been seven of 
that body at least to have done the same." 

And from any circumstance that has yet appeared to us 
on the inquiry that we have been able to make, the charge 
against the said Thomas Robinson is altogether without 
foundation. The publick is therefore desired to suspend 
their opinion in regard to said Robinson, until he is heard 
by the General Commitlee. 

Isaac Minshall, Chairman, John Laws, 
Joseph Turpin, Alex. Laws. 

Isaac Bradley, 



NATHANIEL WOODHULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New- York, October 12, 1775. 

Sir : Captain Thompson, lately arrived from London, 
was examined before the Provincial Congress here ; some 
parts of the information he gave are important, and may not 
be fully known to you. I therefore take liberty to enclose 
you notes of Mr. Thompson's information, and have the 
honour to be, with the greatest respect and esteem, most 
respectfully, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

New.York, October 10, 1775. 

Captain William Thompson informs that be left London 
the 13th of August, and left Torbay on .the 19th ; that it 
was generally reported in England that troops were to go 
from Ireland to Boston ; that five Regiments were the 
number mentioned ; that transports had actually sailed to 
take in those troops ; that it was supposed the troops were 
ready, as they had been collecting from April last ; that 
a train of artillery was shipping, and in part shipped for 
America ; and that four Companies of Artillery are coming 
out therewith from London ; that a brigantine was at Tor- 
bay, with artillery, arms, and ammunition, and that the 
officer who bad the care of the artillery, &.c, told him that 
they were destined for Quebeclc, and had on board ten 
thousand muskets, three hundred barrels of gunpowder, 
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and six field-pieces, three-pounders, and a proportionate 
quantity of lead ; that the vessel with those arms and am- 
munition is a small brigantine, about one hundred or one 
hundred and ten tons ; that she was under convoy of the 
Lizard, of twenty-eight guns, who was to take her in tow, 
if necessary ; that there were four Companies of Artillery, 
with the train abovementioned, destined for America, be- 
sides this store vessel ; that the Captain of the said brigan- 
tine informed him, that another vessel, with the like quan- 
tity of stores, was to sail for Virginia, for the use of the 
negroes there ; but that the officer who had the direction 
of the arms, &,c, gave him no information of that matter; 
that he heard, soon after the receipt of the news of Bun- 
ker's Hill, that Ha?wveriun or Hessian Troops were to be 
sent for ; that three thousand ton of transports were taken 
up immediately after the arrival of the Bunker's Hill 
news, and generally reported to be taken up for the Han- 
overian Troops ; that those transports were not sailed, to 
his knowledge, when he left Britain ; that, after the news 
of Bunker's Hill arrived, as many Members of Parliament 
as could be collected near London were called and con- 
sulted ; that, from what he heard at the Exchange, the 
voice of the landed interest seemed to be for the measures 
of Administration, and the mercantile interest against them ; 
that there was not any talk of a change of Administration ; 
that the people were in expectation of overtures from the 
Congress ; that it was generally reported that General Gage 
was to be recalled, as inactive, and General Amherst sent 
to take the command ; that he counted seventy-two ves- 
sels, with brooms at mast-head, between Deptford and 
London Bridge, besides many others to he sold ; that they 
believed a non-exportation would take place in America; 
that there were very" great complaints among the American 
merchants and manufacturers, of the stagnation of trade ; 
that he heard nothing of the West-India merchants in par- 
ticular ; that the ship carpenters had chiefly abandoned the 
yards ; that it was currently reported that the manufactu- 
rers had discharged some of their people, and that one in 
the woollen branch told him he had discharged a dozen of 
his hands ; that there is a discontent among the lower 
class of people ; that there had been a large demand for 
woollens from Russia, and larger than usual, but that it 
was in a great measure satisfied ; that the Russian demands 
had assisted to keep down the murmurs of the people ; 
that orders were issued to put ten sail of ships in commis- 
sion ; that stocks had fallen a very little, viz : half per 
cent., and had risen again a quarter per cent. ; that the 
news of Ticonderoga and Crown Point being seized had 
been long arrived, and that the taking those places was 
generally condemned ; that the appointment of the Gene- 
rals Washington, Lee, Putnam, &ic, and the striking pa- 
per money, was known in London ; that those officers were 
thought to be proper men and good officers ; and that Gen- 
eral Washington was spoken of in a very high character 
as a General ; that some people laughed at a paper money; 
that there was money for paying troops, and many rich 
presents to the Indians, on board of the Lizard frigate-of- 
war, for Quebeck ; that they had the accounts of the con- 
duct of the people of Georgia, and looked on the union of 
the Colonies as complete ; that they had formerly been 
taught to believe that a handful of men could conquer the 
Colonies ; that they say in England, that if they do not 
conquer America now, she will throw off all obedience, and 
become a Republick. 

The preceding is a true copy of notes of the information 
given by Captain William Thompson to the Provincial 
Congress, at New-York, on the 10th of October, 1775; 
which notes were by me taken, and afterwards read to Mr. 
Thompson in Congress, who then declared they were truly 
taken. John McKesson, Secretary. 



GENERAL SCHrYLF.lt TO COVERNOTJR TRUJIBriX. 

Ticonderoga, October 12, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 29th ultimo I had the honour 
to receive on the 10th instant, by Captain Stanton. Your 
Honour has my wannest thanks for your kind wishes. By 
the Divine favour, my health is so far restored as that I 
hope in a few days to leave this, and join the Army. 

It gives me pain that your Honour should labour under 
any uneasiness on account of the information Colonel Dyer 



has given you ; and therefore, agreeable to your request, I 
shall relate what is come to my knowledge of the facts, 
for I was not here when Mr. Lynch honoured this place 
with a visit. 

On the 30th of August, in the evening, I returned here, 
from Albany, after an absence of thirteen days ; and on the 
next day I issued an order, of which the following is an 
extract : 

" Such part of Hinman's as can be furnished with boats 
to embark to-morrow, and the remainder (except Balch 
and Curtis' s Companies) as soon as boats can be provided; 
to carry with them four barrels of flour and four of pork in 
each boat ; to join the Army, wherever it may be, with all 
possible despatch. Those of the Regiments who are fit 
for duty, and have bad arms, to exchange them with those 
that are sick, and have good arms." 

There were then at this place Colonel Hinman's, Cap- 
tain Buell's, Captain Haines's, and Captain Sedgwick's, 
Captain Curtis's at the landing, and the remaining three 
Companies at Crown Point, who were also ordered to 
march. I embarked a little after sunset on the 31st of 
September, having just before delivered, among others, the 
following order to Colonel Hinman : 

" You will give discharges to all such men as have no 
prospect of being fit for service this campaign, to whatever 
Regiments they belong, provided they have the certificate 
of the Surgeon or his Mates." . ._. 

I make no remarks on this order, as I believe the pro- 
priety of it must be evident to every person ; and when I 
wrote your Honour on the 31st, (not the 21st, as your 
letter mentions,) I really believed I should have carried 
five hundred of Hinman's down the lake. I found, how- 
ever, soon after my arrival at Lle-aux-Noix, that I had 
laboured under a mistake, as you will hereafter perceive : 
for, since your letter on this subject, I find, by examina- 
tion, that the last return I had of Colonel Hinman was of 
Saturday, the 12th of August, four days before I went to 
Albany, and I had no idea that so many had sickened 
between that time and my return, on the 30th. In this 
return, two hundred and fifty effective rank and file were 
returned here, and two hundred and thirty-four at Crown 
Point — amounting, together, to four hundred and eighty- 
four; but I now find that, between the 12th and 25th of 
August, inclusive, fifty-three of this Regiment had gone 
from this post on furlough; and the number of sick increas- 
ed with such amazing rapidity, that General Montgomery, 
between the 16ih and 28th of August, discharged thirty- 
five of Colonel Hinman's; and the Colonel himself, on the 
1st and 2d of September, discharged eighty-seven, and 
between that and the 16th, inclusive, the further number 
of eighty-three — so that I believe Mr. Lynch was not 
much misinformed, that Colonel Hinman had not above 
one hundred men with him when Mr. Lynch was here, 
provided effectives at this place were meant. And I am 
more induced to believe this, because on the 12th of Sep- 
tember, at Islc-aux- Noix, Brigade-Major Dimon, in a gen- 
eral return of the Army, reported only twenty-two of Colo- 
nel Hinman's, officers included, fit for duty ; and as they 
had arrived only four or five days before, there could not 
be many sick ; and of these twenty-two, it is reasonable to 
conclude that the Crown Point Companies made the 
greatest part, as they had all along been healthy. 

I cannot account for the foundation of the report that 
Colonel Hinman has suffered his men to depart to their 
various homes, unless it took rise from the number that 
went on furlough when Mr. Lynch was here; but I had 
reason to believe they were sick men, sent to recover their 
healths in the country. 

I do not know that any of the troops from Connecticut 
came without arms, if guns, in whatever condition they 
may be, can be called arms; but, to speak like a military 
man, great numbers of every corps in the Army under my 
command wanted arms. Witness the order of the New- 
York Provincial Congress, for all the gunsmiths in that 
large City to quit all other work, and immediately repair 
the arms of General Wooster's and Colonel Waterbury's 
Regiments. These had then been on little or no service. 
Witness, also, the several armourers that have been con- 
stantly employed, both at this place and Crown Point, in 
repairing the arms of Colonel Hinman's Regiment and 
Colonel Easton's small corps, from the beginning of the 
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campaign to the 12th of August, with other troops being 
on the ground until then. Witness, also, my order above, 
for the exchange of arms, so late as the 31st of August. 
And however great the solecism may be, for the soldier to 
go to war without arms, Mr. Lynch was perfectly right 
when he said that many were without arms ; for I am well 
informed, when he was at Crown Point, and the troops 
turned out, that many had no arms. I have two Compa- 
nies here, of the troops raised in this Colony, a greater 
part of which have no arms at all. Another Company is 
repairing the roads between this and Albany, of which none 
'but the officers have arms; and I suppose I have been 
'obliged to furnish or exchange arms for upwards of one 
hundred more. 

Your Honour says you cannot conceive why the Con- 
necticut troops should refuse to be mustered. Nor I, I 
Sssu"re" i yotr ; but I believe Mr. Lynch has not been misin- 
formed on this head, whoever was his informant. I have 
had a long argument with Colonel Hinman on this subject. 
He and I differ as to the conclusion ; but General Mont- 
gomery, the Muster-Master General, the gentlemen of my 
family, and I believe the Quartermaster-General too, were 
present, and will all agree with me, that Colonel Hinman 
refused to muster. I am informed that General Mont- 
' goWi8ry"spbke with Colonel Waterbury on the subject, in 
my 'absence ; and that so many difficulties arose, that it 
was judged best to defer the matter until it could be known 
what was done to the eastward. That the Captains, too, 
were apprehensive they should lose their one or one and a 
half per cent., allowed by your Colony for paying the 
men. It cannot be surprising, Sir, that I should not men- 
tion any misconduct of Colonel Hinman's. I have none 
to charge him with. He has always behaved to me with 
politeness and attention, and ever showed a readiness, in 
common With all the Connecticut officers, to obey my or- 
ders. I would not be understood, however, that my orders 
have been always punctually obeyed by the inferior offi- 
cers'and men, either of the Connecticut or any other corps. 
But this I impute to its true cause, a want of discipline and 
subordination, and not to any unwillingness. 

I enclose your Honour a return of the men discharged 
here. You will perceive that very many are sent home 
since my 'return to this place ; but none unless they were 
reported to me by the Director of the Hospital, Dr. 
Stringer, as unfit for further service — a very few excepted, 
whose families were in such a distressing situation, that I 
must have been void of the feelings of humanity, not to 
have suffered them to go home. It is certain, however, 
that some have feigned sickness; for Dr. Stringer in forms 
me, that on his way up here, about the 6th of September, 
he met many men that looked very well; and, upon in- 
quiry, soTrm"acknowledged they had procured their dis- 
charges by swallowing tobacco juice, to make them sick. 
Others had scorched their tongues with hot chocolate, to in- 
duce a belief that they had a fever, &c. Perhaps Mr. Trum- 
bull, your son, may give you some information on this head. 

I have just received a line from General Montgomery. 
His anxiety about provisions is relieved, but is in great Want 
of powder, of which I have not an ounce left at this post. 
' A conference took place on the 6th, between St. Luke La 
Come, an agent of Governour Carleton's, and two gentle- 
men of ours, deputed by General Montgomery. I wait 
with impatience to learn the result. I need an apology 
for this interlined scrawl, and beg your Honour will impute 
it to my want of assistance, and to the hurry with which 
Captaht Buell (whom I beg leave to recommend to your 
Honour's attention, as a good officer and good man) goes off. 

I am your Honour's most obedient humble servant, 
a .,,,»,. Philip Schuyler. 

The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 

P. 5. Since writing the above, Colonel Hinman (to 
whom I haye^taken the liberty to show this letter) informs 
me, that he acquainted General Montgomery, whilst I was 
•M. Albany, tliat he had got his account of enlistments from 
Connecticut, and was willing to muster. 



Albany. On the 4th instant 1 received the originals of the 
enclosed, except that marked No. 2, which came to hand 
yesterday. It chagrins me much, that I have not more 
frequent opportunities of addressing myself to you. 

1 am extremely apprehensive that a want of powder 
will be fatal to our operations. 1 have sent express to 
Albany and New-York, but have not yet learnt whether 
I shall be supplied or not. 

The Army is now supplied with provisions to the 30th 
instant, but all the pork that is to be had is gone ; and 
although we have a sufficiency of fat cattle, I fear we shall 
want salt. 

Enclose your Excellency a return of the discharged 
men from this Army. Exclusive of this, one hundred and 
fifty, at least, occupy the general hospital at Fort George, 
and I fear as many more are ready to enter it. 

I begin to gather strength ; my fever has left me, and I 
hope soon to be able to join the Army. 

General Wooster's Regiment I suppose will be this even- 
ing at Fort George; they will be pushed off immediately 
on their arrival here. 

Be pleased to make my best respects to General Lee, 
General Gates, and the gentlemen of your suit. I hope 
we shall all meet at a merry Christmas. 

Adieu, my dear General ; my best wishes attend you 
through life, happy if I can have an opportunity of evin- 
cing how sincerely I am, dear Sir, your most obedient 



Philip Schuyler, 



humble servant, 

General Washington, he, &c. 

P. S. This moment your Excellency's despatches of 
the 4th came to hand. Captain Buell waits for this ; can 
therefore only thank you for them. 



NEWPORT (rHODE-ISLANd) COMMITTEE TO THE NEW-YORK 
COMMITTEE. 

Newport, October 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to a vote of the Committee for 
this Town, and in their behalf, I now beg leave to recom- 
mend to your favourable notice Captain John Andrews, the 
bearer of this letter, and Mr. Nathan Bebee, a baker in 
this Town, who both go to New-York to purchase flour 
for the use of the Town of Newport. They are both 
friends to the liberties of their Country, and, from inclina- 
tion as well as interest, will use every precaution to avoid 
men of war and their tenders ; and you may depend the 
flour they may purchase and import will be applied solely 
to the beforementioned use. There is only a small quan- 
tity of flour here at present ; and unless we can procure a 
supply, we shall soon be in great distress for want of bread. 
We therefore hope the Committee of Inspection of New- 
York will commiserate our unhappy situation, and permit 
the abovementioned persons to purchase flour at and ex- 
port the same from your City, or any where else within 
your district, 

I am, with great regard, Gentlemen, your most obedient 



servant, 



Samuel Dyre, Chairman pro tern. 



To the Committee of Inspection, City of New- York. 



. GENETIAL.SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON, 

Tieonderoga, October 12, 1775. 

-Dear Sir: I did myself the honour to write your Ex- 
cellency on the 26th ultimo, which I sent by the way of 



LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN CONNECTICUT. 

Cambridge, October 12, 1775. 

Dear Sir: By your last I find there are many unfa- 
vourable reports prevailing in regard to our General Offi- 
cers, as well as those of more inferiour rank and station. 
I am very sorry to find such a spirit of jealousy and ani- 
mosity prevailing among our friends at home, at a time 
when the strictest harmony and the firmest union are neces- 
sary to preserve America, now bleeding in the glorious 
cause of liberty. Is it a small thing that we have left 
our homes, our parents and brethren, our wives and chil- 
dren, at a time, too, when the caresses of an affectionate 
husband are wanting to soothe the grief of a fond and kind 
mother, under the loss of her tender offspring, or to quiet 
the weeping children under the loss of their kind and provi- 
dent mother, and are hazarding our lives in the high places 
of the field for you, your wives and your little ories-i-in fine, 
for you all — that you should heap u poo us the most igno- 
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minious reproaches ? Is it not enough that we should bleed 
and die for you, but must we, in the last groan and agony, 
be scourged and tormented with your slandering tongue ? 
We are men of your own appointing ; did you elevate us 
to be buffeted and spit upon ? Ungenerous to the last de- 
gree ! Such conduct is a disgrace to the noble cause in 
which we are contending; and not only so, but it is un- 
friendly, yea, it is against it. This spirit, I fear, will effect 
that which the united power of Europe could not, viz: the 
subjugating America to perpetual bondage. Had hell all 
been called together in council, they could not have fell 
upon any thing more likely to effect the grand design of 
our enemies, than the raising and spreading false and ma- 
licious reports against our officers, especially against our 
General Officers, whom I dare venture to affirm are men 
every way calculated for the important office they sustain, 
and are worthy to com.mand a Roman Army. 

My dear friend, consider the consequences of these things, 
and prevent them as much as in you lies. I know your 
influence. Should those worthless spreaders of sedition be 
neglected and frowned upon by men of worth and dignity, 
they would immediately see their folly and hold their 
peace. 

Our cause is just and righteous, and nothing but intes- 
tine broils and divisions can defeat us. Heaven is pleased 
at our noble union and efforts in the cause of liberty and 
righteousness, and let us beware how we merit its displea- 
sure. If we persevere in the path we have set out in, we 
shall rid our land of foes to liberty and religion, and Ame- 
rica will be the grand seat of liberty and righteousness, and 
the asylum of the oppressed and the afflicted throughout 
all the earth; which is the wish of him who has the plea- 
sure to be your friend and very humble servant, 

D. T. 

COL. JOSEPH REED TO CAPTAIN NICHOLSON BROCGHTON. 

Head-Quarters, October 13, 1775. 

Sir : You are to recruit your present crew to seventy 
men, including officers, but not out of the Companies sta- 
tioned at Marblehead, for the security of the coast, without 
the consent of the Committee. You will have further in- 
structions in a few days. In the mean time, you are to 
follow the orders of your Colonel. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant, J. Reed. 

[To Captain John Selman the same.] 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO COLONEL JOHN GLOVER. 
Head-Quarters, October 12, 1775. 

Sir: I was under some mistake with respect to the pro- 
portion of the two vessels who advance farther. Their 
share of prizes will be the same, and any special service 
will be recommended to the Congress for further bounty; 
therefore you need say nothing upon this head. Lose no 
time. Every thing depend upon expedition. 

I am, Sir, your very humble servant, J. Reed. 

To Colonel John Glover. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 21, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, October 12, 1775. 

Sir: I am honoured with your several favours of the 
26th and 30th September, and 5th October, the contents 
of which 1 shall beg leave to notice in their respective 
orders. 

Previous to the directions of Congress to consult ihe 
General Officers on the best mode of continuing and pro- 
viding for the Army during the winter, I had desired them 
to turn their thoughts upon these subjects, and to favour 
me with the result, by a particular day, in writing. In this 
interval, the appointment of Doctor Franklin, Mr. Lynch, 
and Colonel Harrison, was communicated ; an event which 
has given me the highest satisfaction, as the subject was 
too weighty and complex for a discussion by letter. This 
appointment made any conclusion here unnecessary, as it 
is not probable any such arrangement would be agreed on 
as would not be altered, in some respects, upon a full and 
free conference. This good effect will arise from the step 
already taken, that every officer will be prepared to give 



his sentiments upon these important subjects. The esti- 
mates of the Commissary and Quartermaster-General, I 
have now the honour of enclosing; the first is the enclo- 
sure No. 1 ; the other, No. 2. With respect to the reduc- 
tion of the pay of the men, which may enter into the con- 
sideration of their support, it is the unanimous opinion of 
the General Officers that it cannot be touched with safety 
at present. I have procured an account, from Colonel 
Thompson, of the expenditure of the five thousand Dol- 
lars, which is enclosed, No. 3. Upon the presumption of 
there being a vacancy in the direction of the Hospital, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hand, formerly a Surgeon in the Eighteenth 
Regiment, or Royal Irish, and Dr. Foster, late of Charles- 
town, and one of the Surgeons of the Hospital, under Doc- 
tor Church, are candidates for that office. I do not pretend 
to be acquainted with their respective merits, and there- 
fore have given them no further expectation than that they 
should be mentioned as candidates for the department. I 
therefore need only to add, upon this subject, that the 
affairs of the Hospital require that the appointment should 
be made as soon as possible. 

Before I was honoured with your favour of the 5th in- 
stant, I had given orders for the equipment of some armed 
vessels, to intercept the enemy's supplies of provisions and 
ammunition. One of them was on a cruise between Cape 
Ann and Cape Cod when the express arrived. The others 
will be fit for the sea in a few days, under the command 
of officers of the Continental Army, who are well recom- 
mended as persons acquainted with the sea, and capable 
of such a service. Two of these will be immediately 
despatched on this duty, and every particular mentioned 
in your favour of the 5th instant literally complied with. 
That the honourable Congress may have a more complete 
idea of the plan on which these vessels are equipped, [ 
enclose a copy of the instructions given to the Captain now 
out, No. 4. These, with the additional instructions directed, 
will be given to the Captains who go into the mouth of the 
St. Lawrence River. As both officers and men most cheer- 
fully engage in the service, on the terms mentioned in these 
instructions, I fear that the proposed increase will create 
some difficulty, by making a difference between men en- 
gaged on similar service. I have, therefore, not yet com- 
municated this part of the plan, but reserved an extra 
bounty as a reward for extraordinary activity. There are 
no armed vessels in this Province, and Governour Cooke 
informs me the enterprise can receive no assistance from 
him, as one of the armed vessels of Rhode-Island is on a 
long cruise, and the other unfit for the service. Nothing 
shall be omitted to secure success. A fortunate capture of 
an ordnance ship would give new life to the camp, and an 
immediate turn to the issue of this campaign. 

Our last accounts from Colonel Arnold are very favour- 
able. He was proceeding with all expedition, and, I flatter 
myself, making all allowances, he will be at Quebeck the 
30tb instant, where, a gentlemen from Canada (Mr. Bruce) 
assures me, he will meet with no resistance. 

In the Quartermaster's estimate there are some articles 
omitted, of which, he informs me, he cannot pretend to 
furnish a computation, such as cartage, tools, Sic, for which 
some general allowance must be made. 

From the various accounts received from Europe, there 
may be reason to expect troops will be landed at New- 
York or some other middle Colony. I should be glad to 
know the pleasure of the Congress, whether, upon such an 
event, it would be expected that a part of this Army should 
be detached, or the internal force of such Colony, and its 
neighbourhood, be deemed sufficient ; or whether, in such 
case, I am to wait the particular direction of Congress. 

The fleet, mentioned in my last, has been seen standing 
N. N. E., so that we apprehend it is intended for some 
part of this Province, or New-Hampshire, or, possibly, 
Quebeck. 

The latest and best accounts we have from the enemy 
are, that they are engaged in their new work across the 
south end of Boston, preparing their barracks, &c, for 
winter. That it is proposed to keep from five hundred to 
one thousand men on Bunker's Hill, all winter, who are to 
be relieved once a week ; the rest to be drawn into Boston. 

A person who has lately been a servant to Major Con- 
nolly, a tool of Lord Dunmore's, has given an account of 
a scheme to distress the Southern Provinces, which ap- 
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peared to me of sufficient consequence to be immediately 
transmitted. I have therefore got it attested, and do my- 
self the Honour of enclosing it, No. 5. 

The new levies from Connecticut have lately marched 
into camp, and are a body of as good troops as any we 
have ; so that we have now the same strength as before 
the detachment under Colonel Arnold marched, 

I am, with the most respectful sentiments to the honour- 
able Congress and yourself, Sir, your most obedient and 

very humble servant, „ w 

7 ^f •-.--,_ ..-_ (jeorge Washington. 

To the Hon. John Hancock. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WARD AND OTHER 
' GENERAL OFFICERS. 
[Circular.] 
Hoad-Quarlers, Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

•Sir: "In a letter from the Congress, dated September 
26th, information on the following points is required : 

What number of men are sufficient for a winter's cam- 
paign ? 

Can the pay of the privates be reduced ? How much ? 

What rations should be allowed the men ? 

And what regulations are further necessary for the go- 
vefTlMent of the Forces ? 

-To the above queries of the Congress I have to add seve- 
ral of my own, which I also request your opinion upon, viz : 

For how long a time ought the men in the present 
Army (should we set about enlisting them) be engaged ? 

What method would you recommend, as most eligible, 
to clothe a new-raised Army with a degree of decency and 
regularity ? Would you advise it to be done by the Con- 
tinent? In that case, would you lower the men's wages, 
and make no deduction for clothing, or let it stand, and 
make stoppages? And how much a month? 

As there appears to be great irregularity in the manner 
of paying the men, and much discontent has prevailed on 
this account, in what manner and at what fixed periods 
would you advise it to be done, under a new establishment ? 

What sized Regiments would you recommend under this 
establishment ; that is, how many men to a Company, how 
many Companies to a Regiment, and how officered ? 

Is there any method by which the best of the present 
officers in this Army can be chosen, without impeding the 
enlistment of the men by such choice and preference? 
Under any complete establishment, even if all (he privates 
in the Army were -engaged again, many of the present offi- 
cers mast be discharged, as there is an over proportion ; of 
cfttirSewe ought to retain the best. 

Your close attention to the foregoing points, against Mon- 
day, ten o'clock, at which time I shall expect to see you at 
this place, will much oblige, Sir, your most obliged hum- 
ble servant, 

.. . y. in - - i. ,. 



George Washington. 



. council of war. 

At a Council of War held at Head-Quarters, October 
8, 1775, present: His Excellency General Washington; 
Major-Generals Ward, Lee, Putnam ; Brigadier-Generals 
'Thomas, Spencer, Heath, Sullivan, Greene, Gates. 

His Excellency having, on the 5th instant, proposed sun- 
dry questions, in writing, to each of the Members of the 
Council, now requested their opinion on the several mat- 
ters referred .to their consideration. 

1st. What number of men are sufficient for a winter's 
campaign ? 

Unanimously agreed, that the Army ought not to consist 
of less than twenty thousand three hundred and seventy- 
two men,* and that it will be proper to form it into twenty- 
six" Regiments, exclusive of Riflemen and Artillery; that 
each Regiment consist of seven hundred and twenty-eight 
men, officers included. Each Company to be officered 
with one Captain, two Lieutenants, and one Ensign, and to 
contain four Sergeants, four Corporals, two Drums or Fifes, 
and seventy-six Privates ; which Army is deemed sufficient 
both for offensive and defensive measures. That the Adju- 
tant and Quartermaster of each Regiment have also a sub- 
altern commission. 

* "Battalion men, eighteen thousand nine hundred and twonty-eight ; 

Rifle an3 Artillery men, one thousand four hundred and forty.four 

twenty thousand three hundred and seventy-fire men. 



2d. Can the pay of the Privates be reduced? How 
much ? 

Unanimously agreed, that the pay cannot be reduced at 
present. 

3d. What rations should be allowed the men? and for 
such small articles as the Commissary at times cannot fur- 
nish, shall they be compensated in money or provisions? 

Unanimously agreed, that the present allowance of pro- 
visions ought to stand. And agreed by a majority, that 
the compensation be made in money. 

4th. What regulations are further necessary for the go- 
vernment of the Forces? 

This question being so general, the Members of the 
Council were not prepared to give their sentiments. Where- 
upon his Excellency desired they would particularly attend 
to the Articles and Regulations of the Continental Army, 
and suggest such alterations and improvements as they 
should deem necessary. 

5th. For how long a time ought the men in the present 
Army (should we set about enlisting them) be engaged? 

Unanimously agreed, to the 1st December, 1776 ; but to 
be sooner discharged if necessary. 

6th. What method would you recommend as most eli- 
gible to clothe the new-raised Army with a degree of 
decency and regularity? Would you advise it to be done 
by the Continent? In that case, would you lower the 
men's wages, and make no deduction for clothing, or let it 
stand, and make stoppages ? and how much per month ? 

Agreed, that each General Officer clothe a person ac- 
cording to his own fancy and judgment, and then the best 
dress to be selected as a model. That the clothing be pro- 
vided by the Continent, and paid for by stoppages of ten 
Shillings per month. 

7th. As there appears great irregularity in the manner 
of paying the men, and much discontent has prevailed on 
that account, in what manner and at what fixed periods 
would you advise it to be done, under a new enlistment ? 

The Members of the Council, upon this question, were 
equally divided, viz : 

For payment per month — Greene, Sullivan, Heath, 
Lee, Washington. 

For payment per three months — Gates, Spencer, Tho- 
mas, Putnam, Ward. 

8th. What sized Regiments would you recommend under 
this establishment ; that is, how many men to a Company, 
how many Companies to a Regiment, and how officered? 

This question answered under the first. 

9th. Is there any method by which the best of the pre- 
sent officers in the Army can be chosen, without impeding 
the enlistment of the men by such choice and preference? 
Under any complete establishment, even if all the privates 
in the Army were engaged again, many of the present 
officers must be discharged, as there is an over proportion ; 
of course, we ought to retain the best. 

This question being of a very difficult and delicate nature, 
the several Members requested further time to consider it. 

10th. Whether it will be advisable to enlist any negroes 
in the new Army? or whether there be a distinction be- 
tween such as are slaves and those who are free? 

Agreed, unanimously, to reject all slaves, and, by a 
great majority, to reject negroes altogether. 



Brigadier-General Gates's Opinion on Queries of Oc- 
tober 5, 1775. 

Question 1st. What number of men are sufficient for a 
winter's campaign ? 

Answer. This will depend, in great measure, upon the 
number the enemy intend to keep in Boston and upon Bun- 
ker's Hill. If they do not, by detachments from thence, 
diminish their present numbers lower than seven thousand 
effective men, exclusive of officers, seamen, and artillerists, 
I think twenty thousand (commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned officers included) are as few as ought to be stationed 
at Cambridge and Roxbnry. Perhaps a less number might 
suffice for defence at both those posts; but an" eye to 
offence will most undoubtedly be wide open, to avail our- 
selves of every possible advantage which the weakness ol 
the enemy, the circumstances of the time, and our own su- 
periority, may afford. "Provision is hereby also made for 
any new re-enforcement the enemy may receive ; and every 
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intelligence from them declares that they expect, this fall, 
very considerable assistance, both by sea and land. Another 
powerful reason for keeping up this number is, that by the 
opening of the summer, the Army, by the diligence and 
activity of the officers, may be made a well-disciplined 
body of troops, and fit to execute any service they may be 
commanded to perform. 

Question 2d. Can the pay of the privates be reduced, 
and how much ? 

Answer. The pay of the privates had better be con- 
tinued as at present established, and all necessary stop- 
pages made, for clothing, &c, out of that pay. 

Question 3d. What rations should be allowed the sol- 
diers ? 

Answer. The rations to be continued as directed by 
the general orders of the 8th of August and 21st of Sep- 
tember following. If milk and peas, or any of the small 
species of provisions, cannot be procured in the winter, the 
Commissary-General should make good such deficiency by 
a larger supply or allowance in some other article, but not 
in money. More care to be taken in the baking of bread ; 
nothing contributes more to the health of soldiers than 
good and wholesome food. 

Question 4th. What regulations are further necessary 
for the government of the Forces? 

Answer. This question comprehends almost all the others. 
As those are particularly answered, I shall confine my 
answer to so general a question to the smallest possible 
compass; and, first, the Army ought to be so regulated 
that every non-conimissioned officer and soldier be pro- 
vided with good and sufficient clothing, (as well for winter 
as summer,) substantial and complete arms and accoutre- 
ments, as follows : A powder-horn ; a bag for buck-shot ; 
a tin canister, to hold thirty-six cartridges of powder and 
ball, with a leather strap to sling it across the shoulder; a 
cartridge-box, to contain twenty-three cartridges or there- 
abouts ; and every soldier, without exception, should have 
a bayonet. Much regulation is wanted in the Continental 
Articles of War, as in many instances they have been found 
to give too discretionary a power to the members who com- 
pose General Courts-Martial ; a very flagrant instance hav- 
ing happened lately in the trial of Lieutenant-Colonel Abi- 
iali Brown. A Provost-Martial should, without delay, be 
appointed. 

Question 5th. For how long a time ought the men in 
the present Army (should we set about enlisting them) 
be engaged ? 

Answer- The Army to be now raised should be enlist- 
ed to serve for one year ; that is, from the 31st of Decem- 
ber, 1775, to the 31st of December, 1776. If the wicked 
attempts of the present abandoned English Ministry should 
cease before that period expires, and peace and liberty be 
restored to this once happy Continent, and the Ministerial 



Question 8th. What sized Regiments would you recom- 
mend under this establishment ; that is, how many men to 
a Company, how many Companies to a Regiment, and how 
officered ? 

Question 9th. Is there any method by which the best of 
the present officers in the Army can be chosen, without 
impeding the enlistment of the men by such choice and 
preference ? 

Answer. The Regiments should, I think, consist of eight 
Companies; each Company to have one Captain, two Lieu- 
tenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one 
Drummer, one Fifer, and seventy-six Privates; three Field- 
Officers, one Chaplain, one Adjutant, one Quartermaster, 
one Surgeon, and one Surgeon's Mate. The Adjutant to 
have also an Ensign's commission, to enable him to keep 
a horse ; he to be a good disciplinarian ; to be ready at his 
pen. This encouragement will make it the ambition of 
the subalterns to deserve well, that they may get the Ad- 
jutancy when vacant. 

In regard to selecting the best officers, it has been de- 
termined to have all the names of the officers, who are in- 
clined to continue in the service, returned to the Brigadier- 
General of each Brigade, who will return to the General- 
in-Chief as soon as the whole are returned. The Gene- 
ral-in-Chief, assisted by the rest of the General Officers, to 
select such as are thought fittest for the different ranks; 
the rest to be discharged. 

Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 

Cambridge, October 15, 1775. 



Opinion of Brigadier-General Greene, in answer to 
Queries of October 5, 1775. 

Question 1st. What number of men are sufficient for a 
winter's campaign ? 

Answer. Twenty-five Regiments, amounting in the 
whole to thirteen thousand one hundred and thirty men, 
including Battalion officers; to be posted, nine Regiments 
on the right division, nine on the left, and seven in the 
centre. To act offensive and defensively, thirty-eight Re- 
giments to be distributed as before mentioned. 

Question 2d. Can the pay of the privates be reduced? 

Answer. No. Because a sudden reduction would im- 
pede the filling the Regiments to such a degree as would 
possibly weaken the lines at the expiration of the old estab- 
lishment. The people have not, as yet, felt the necessity 
of entering the service for the support of themselves and 
families. They will consequently refuse enlisting for a time, 
with the view of reducing the Congress to the necessity of 
raising the wages. 

Question 3d. What rations should be allowed the men ? 

Answer. As the rations do not enter into the nature of 
the establishment, but are variable at the pleasure of the 



Troops withdrawn, then the Troops to be discharged as Commander-in-Chief, I do not think it eligible to make 



the Continental Congress, in their wisdom, shall direct. 

Question 6th. What method would you recommend as 
most eligible, to clothe a new-raised Army with a proper 
degree of decency and regularity? Would you advise it 
to be done by the Continent? In that case, would you 
lower the men's wages, and make no deduction for clothing, 
or let it stand, and make stoppages? and how much a 
month ? 

Answer. As to clothing, I am confident it might be so 
made and contrived that, by throwing off the coat or outer 
garment, the waistcoat would answer sufficiently for the 
heat of the summer. Indian stocking, and warm woollen 
breeches, made strong by being doubled upon the seams, 
would be best in this climate. It would be proper for a 
pattern dress to be exhibited. Let each General Officer 



alteration, at this time, of the present provision. 

Question 4th. What regulations are further necessary 
for the government of the Forces? 

Answer. As to appointments, a Provost-Martial is want- 
ed ; as to martial laws, treason against the United Colo- 
nies, committed in the Army, should be clearly designated, 
and the punishment expressed. 

Question 5th. What is the most eligible method of cloth- 
ing a new-raised Army? 

Answer. The clothing should be procured by the Con- 
tinent, and delivered to the men at prime cost and charges; 
to be paid for by monthly deductions ; each deduction 
amounting to twelve Shillings, lawful money. 

Question 6th. How are the men to be paid ? 

Answer. I esteem monthly payments the best calculated 



produce a soldier dressed to his fancy; from those the best to quiet the minds of the soldiery, who must frequently 
might be adopted. • '' --■--■ - .<-..■/■ •■• m .. 

Question 7th. As there appears great irregularity in the 
manner of paying the men, and much discontent has pre- 
vailed upon that account, in what manner and at what 
fixed periods would you advise it to be done under a new 
establishment ? 

Answer. The soldiers should be paid regularly every 
two months, which will keep so much in arrear as will pro- 
vide such necessaries as they immediately want, and, in 
many instances, prevent desertion.' 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 66 



contribute to the support of their families. To this pur- 
pose, regimental abstracts should be made, signed by the 
Colonel or commanding officer of the Regiment, who should 
apply to his Excellency for a warrant to the Paymaster- 
General. The Colonel should deliver the money to the 
Captains of Companies, who will be accountable to the 
Colonel, who will be answerable to the Paymaster-General. 

Question 7th. What sized Regiments upon the new 
establishment? 

Answer. The Regiment should consist of five hundred 
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and twenty-six men, including officers; one Colonel, one Question. For liow long a time ou^ht the men in the 

Lieutenant-Colonel, and one Major; eight Companies to present Army to be engaged ? 

each Regiment ; one Captain, one Lieutenant, and one Answer. As the Army is principally composed of hus- 

Ensign; three Sergeants, three Corporals, one Drummer bandmen, and their business comes on about the 1st of 

and one Fifer. StafFOfficers: one Chaplain, one Adjutant, April, none of those would incline to enlist for a longer 

(being a sub,) one Quartermaster, (being a sub,) one Sur- time ; as tarrying one month longer would as effectually 

geon, and one Mate. defeat the fanning business, for the year ensuing, as if they 

Question 8th. Can the best officers be retained without were to engage for a year ; and as an Army may easily be 

impeding the enlistment. engaged, before that time, for the ensuing summer, 1 recom- 

Answer. It is a matter of great delicacy, and, to accom- mend that they be enlisted until the 1st of April, and no 

plish it with propriety, I feel the want of military know- longer. 

ledge ; however, I beg liberty to propose that the officers Question. What method would you recommend as most 

now in the service receive enlisting orders: first, to engage eligible to clothe a new Army with a proper degree of 

all that are fit and willing, now in service; then every one decency and regularity? Would you advise it to be done 

who shall have leave of absence by furlough, as well as by the Continent? In that case, would you lower the 

the rest, be directed to engage, for the establishment, as men's wages, and make no deduction for clothing, or let it 

many effective men as possible, (each Government or Co- stand, and make stoppages ? and how much a month ? 

lony having a certain number of Regiments assigned to it,) Answer. The wages ought to stand; and if a uniform 

and, when the whole number shall be raised, his Excel- be agreed on, the men should have the liberty to procure 

lency will retain such officers as he shall think best quali- it for themselves; provided they do it seasonably and to 

fied, after receiving recommendations for the Field-Officers the acceptance of their officers; but as many of them will 

from the Brigadier-Generals, and of the Commissioned Of- not be able to do this, the Continent should provide for 

ficers from the Colonels or commanding officers of Regi- those, and stop it out of their wages. The same method 

rnents, and also from the Brigadier-Generals. ought to be pursued if common clothing only is required, 

Question 9th. For how long a time should the men be as many of them will be unable to procure the necessary 

engaged ? articles. 

Answer. For one year, unless sooner discharged by the Question. As there appears to be great irregularity in 

Continental Congress ; because every contract should be the manner of paying the men, and much discontent has 

fixed and certain in all its parts; for men esteem confine- prevailed upon that account, in what manner and at what 

ment, (of which the service 'partakes,) without any fixed fixed periods would you advise it to be done, under a new 

period to its duration, a boundless gulf, where the fruitful establishment? 

imagination creates ten thousand nameless horrours. They Answer. As some new recruits must be raised, and as 

will therefore startle at visionary ills, (supposing their en- those recruits will not, probably, have money to provide 

lislments during the pleasure of the Congress,) not consi- themselves for the campaign ; and as no bounty money is 

dering that the importance of the contest should banish to be given them, I recommend that they receive one 

every private consideration which may rise in competition month's advance wages, and the residue at the expiration 

with the publick good. of their term. 

— Question. What sized Regiments would you recommend 

general sullivan to general Washington. under , this establishment, viz : how many men to a Com- 

„ , . . . „ „ . „, , pany, how many Companies to a Regiment, and how offi- 

Questions proposed by his Excellency General Wash- cere( j ? 

ington, with answers thereto, by his humble servant, Answer. Ten Companies to a Regiment, two of which 

John Sullivan. to be Light-Infantry, sixty-four men to a Company, in- 

Question. What number of men are sufficient for a win- eluding Sergeants and Corporals, which will give sixty 

ter's campaign ? Corporals and Privates to each Company, or subdivision, 

Answer. Eighteen thousand one hundred and forty- and thirty to each platoon. The officers to be, one Cap- 
eight, arranged in the following order, viz : tain, one Lieutenant, and one Ensign. 
At Roxbury, two Brigades, (five Regiments each,) Question. Is there any method by which the best of the 

ten Regiments, each 698 men, all officers in- present officers in this Army can be chosen, without im- 

cluded, 6,980 peding the enlistment of the men by such choice and 

Four Regiments at Winter-Hill, one Brigade, - 2,792 preference ? 

Four Regiments at Prospect- Hill, one Brigade, 2,792 Answer. I think the officers in my Brigade, who are 

Eight Regiments at Cambridge, one of which to most averse to doing duty, and least able to endure fatigue, 

be stationed at Chelsea and Maiden, two Bri- having signified their intention to leave the service, and the 

gades, • 5,584 best officers inclining to tarry, I am of opinion that the 

T 1 M is m0St vvort hy anc * resolute officers in the whole Army will 

lotal, iVJen, 18,14o rema j n ; n the service, which will supersede the necessity 

Question. Can the pay of the privates be reduced? and °f selecting the best for the winter campaign. But in case 

how much ? more than is requisite should incline to stay, when the 

Answer. An attempt to reduce the wages, at this time, names of the whole are given in, some method may be hit 

will probably prevent the raising of another Army. And «P on t0 g et r 'd °f" those supernumerary officers, without 

when it is considered that the men, in general, find their impeding the enlistment of the men. I therefore advise 

own arms, and all find their own clothing, and enlist with- that the Generals of Brigades give in the names of those 

out a bounty, I cannot suppose the wages unreasonable. officers who incline to tarry in the service, as soon as 

Question. What rations shall be allowed the men ? may De - 

Answer. The same as at present ; only fixing a price on 

each article, that the men may have their money weekly -A' 1 Account of the Men who are willing to continue in 

in lieu of those articles which the Commissary cannot ine service of the United Colonies, during the winter, 

furnish. from Colonel Stark's Regiment. 

Question. What regulations are further necessary for Captain George Reed's Company, ----- 21 

the government of the Forces? Captain Daniel Moore's " ---'.. 40 

Answer. That a General Court-Martial have power to Captain Gordon Ilutchings's " . .... 30 

try and punish atrocious offenders, who may come into the Captain Elisha Woodbury's " ..... 37 

camp and behave disorderly, and all such as may be guilty Captain Thos.McLatighlin's " 00 

of stealing and purloining from the Army. That persons Captain John Hale's " 13 

convicted of holding correspondence with or giving intelli- Captain Samuel Richards's " ..... 7 

gence to the enemy be punished with death. That Ad- Captain Aaron Kinsman's " ..... \q 

jutants be appointed to each Brigade. That in case of the Captain Joshua Abbott's " ..... 35 

death or resignation of any officer, the officers are to rise Captain Henry Dearborn's " ..... 33 

in their own corps, and keep the command in the respec- Total Men — 229 

live Regiments or Companies to which they belong. October 8, 1775. ' ' 
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[No. 1.] 

An Estimate of the cost of such articles, for the support 
of an American Army, consisting of twenty-two thou- 
sand men, from the 10th o/October, 1775, to the 10th 
of May, 1776, being seven months, as fall within the 
department of the Commissary-General : 

Twenty-five thousand barrels Flour, at 44s., - £55,000 

Twelve thousand barrels Pork, at 65s., - - 39,000 

One thousand barrels salted Beef, at 50s., - 2,500 
Twenty-two thousand pounds fresh Beef, three 

days in a week, 25s. per cwt., - - - - 29,100 
Two hundred barrels Beer or Cider per day, 

5s., ' . 10,500 

Twenty-two thousand pints Milk per day, Id., 19,150 
Twenty-eight thousand bushels Peas or Beans, 

6s., ------------ 8,400 

Six ounces Butter per man per week, 8d. per 

pound, 10,080 

Two gallons Vinegar per man per week, - 10,000 

One hundred hogsheads New-England Rum, 1,250 
Hospital stores uncertain ; say thirty pipes Te- 

neriffe Wine, 900 

One hundred casks Raisins, 50s., - - - - 250 

One hundred barrels Oat Meal, - - - - 200 

£186,330 

Add contingencies, ----.... 13,670 

£20 0,0 00 

I compute the Pork as drove to camp; if bought in the 
country, the transportation will cost twenty Shillings per 
barrel more ; in the whole, twelve thousand Pounds. Beer 
and Cider, Vinegar, Wine, Raisins, Oat Meal, and fifty 
hogsheads Rum, already purchased. 

Joseph Trumbull. 

[No. 2.] 
An Estimate of the cost of a Barrack, ninety-six feet by 
sixteen feet, to be divided into six rooms, and to contain 
one hundred men : 

Boards, - £30 00 

Joist or slit work, -------- 6 00 

Timber for the frame, - - - - - . - - 12 06 

Shingles, 10 16 

Nails, 9 00 

Bricks, 12 06 

Additional wages to Soldiers, one month, (six- 
teen men,) who build the Barrack, 20s. per 

month, 16 00 

Cost of a Barrack, ninety-six by sixteen feet, £96 08 

At the lowest estimate, we must build one hundred and 
twenty Barracks of that size, (ninety for Cambridge, and 
thirty for Roxbury camp,) which, in round numbers, will 
amount to £12,000 

Allowing one and a half cord of fire-wood, 
per week, to one hundred men, the Army will 
consume, in six months, eight thousand cords, 
at 20s., - 8,000 

Lawful money, £20,000 

Thos. MirrLiN, Quartermaster- General. 

Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

[No. 3.] 
Cash advanced from the Congress — Dr. 

To cash paid Marstcller fy Thorme, for fif- 
teen Rifles, as per account, .... £68 04 00 

To cash paid Benja. Weiser, for four Rifles, 

as per account, ....... 16 02 06 

To cash paid John Ross, for Drums, &c, as 

per account, 37 19 06 

To cash paid Dvffield &f Delany, for Medi- 
cines for the Surgeon, ------ 69 06 09 

To cash paid six wagoners, in part, for car- 
riage, as per account, 90 00 00 

To cash paid Peter Filbert, for Mr. John 

Biddle, Commissary, as per account, - 200 00 00 



To cash paid Christian Wegman, for Mr. 

John Biddle, Commissary, as per account, £17 14 00 
To cash paid Owen Biddle, for Mr. John 

Kean, as per receipt, for Rifles, - - - 54 18 00 
To cash paid M. Gratz, for Rifles, as per 

account, 17 10 00 

To cash paid Mr. Graydon, for Blanketing, 

Camp Kettles, &tc, 140 10 00 

To cash paid John Davis, Commissary, in 

Reading, 36 00 00 

To cash paid for Blankets, Russia Sheeting, 

&c, 90 10 00 

To cash paid Major Magaw, - - - - 1115 00 
To cash paid for Epaulets for Capt. John 

Lowdon, 600 00 

To cash paid Expresses at sundry times, - 30 07 06 
To cash paid Margaret Duncan, for Russia 

Sheeting, by Mr. Biddle, as per account, 55 00 00 
To cash paid William Homes's Draft, - - 76 00 00 
To cash paid William Patterson, Conductor 

of Military Stores, 1 00 00 

To cash paid Captain James Ross, as per 

receipt, 60 00 00 

To cash paid Captains Lowdon, Dowdle, 

Nagel, Smith, Miller, Hendricks, and 

Chambers, sixty Pounds each, as per re- 
ceipt, amounting to ------ 420 00 00 

To cash paid Lieutenant McClellan, as per 

receipt, 5 00 00 

To cash paid Lieutenant James Parr, as per . 

receipt, - 15 00 00 

To cash paid Lieutenants Grier, Mc Cornel, 

and Buchanan, ------- 15 00 00 

To cash paid Valentine Eckart, Wagon- 
Master, 30 00 00 

To cash paid Richard Backhouse, as per re- 
ceipt, (Commissary from Reading,) - - 60 00 00 
To cash paid Henry Yedse, Peter Smith, 

and Slophel Leab, Wagoners, as per re- 
ceipts, 22 10 00 

To cash paid Lieutenant John Dill, - - 5 00 00 

To cash paid William Magaw, Surgeon, - 5 00 00 

To cash paid Lieutenant-Colonel Edward 

Hand, 44 00 00 

To cash paid Captain Michael Dowdle, - 35 00 00 
To cash paid Nicholas Hansigger, Agent, 7 10 00 

To cash paid Lieut. Samuel Craig, £l 5s., 

and paid Wm. Magaw, Surgeon, £7 10s., 8 15 00 

To cash paid Lieutenants McClellan, Irvine, 

and Nicholls, as per receipt, - - - - 15 00 00 
To cash paid John Montgomery, for cash 

lent to purchase Provisions, &c, - - 52 00 00 
To cash paid Lieutenant Robert Makenzie, 

as per receipt, -------- 3 02 06 

To cash paid David Harris, Paymaster, - 8 17 06 

To cash given Captain Hendricks to recruit 

his Company, (omitted above,) - - - 26 11 10 
To cash given Captain Chambers to recruit 

his Company, (omitted above,) - - - 27 10 00 



Contra — Cr. 



£1,885 01 01 



By five thousand Dollars, at seven Shillings 
six Pence each, - - - - - - 



Balance due, 



Errors excepted: 



£1,875 00 00 
10 01 01 

£1,885 01 01 



Wm. Thompson, Col., Second Regiment. 

[No. 4.] 
INSTRUCTIONS TO CAPTAIN NICHOLSON BROUGHTON. 

1. You, being appointed a Captain in the Army of the 
United Colonies of North-America, are hereby directed 
to take the command of a detachment of said Army, and 
proceed on board the schooner Hannah, at Beverly, lately 
fitted out and equipped with arms, ammunition, and provi- 
sions, at the Continental expense. 

2. You are to proceed, as commander of said schooner, 
immediately on a cruise against such vessels as may be 
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found on the high seas or elsewhere, bound inwards or 
outwards, to or from Boston, in the service of the Ministe- 
rial Army, and to take and seize all such vessels, laden 
with soldiers, arms, ammunition, or provision, for or from 
said Army, or which you shall have good reason to sus- 
pect are in such service. 

3. If you should be so successful as to take any of said 
vessels, you are immediately to send them to the nearest 
and safest port to this camp, under a careful prize master, 
directing him to notify me, by express, immediately, of 
such capture, with all particulars, and there to wait my 
further direction. 

4. You are to be very particular and diligent in your 
search after all letters or other papers tending to discover 
the designs of the enemy, or of any other kind, and to 
forward all such to me as soon as possible. 

5. Whatever prisoners you may take you are to treat 
with kindness and humanity, as far as is consistent with 
your own safety ; their private stock of money and appa- 
rel to be given them, after being duly searched ; and when 
they arrive at any port, you are to apply to the Committee, 
or to any officer of the Continental Army stationed at such 
port, for a guard to bring them up to Head-Quarters. 

6. For your own encouragement, and that of the other 
officers and men, to activity and courage in this service, over 
and above your pay in the Continental Army, you shall 
be entitled to one-third part of the cargo of every vessel 
by you taken and sent into port, (military and naval stores 
only excepted, which, with the vessels and apparel, are 
reserved for the publick service ;) which said third part is 
to be divided among the officers and men, in the following 
proportions: Captain, six shares; First Lieutenant, five 
shares ; Second Lieutenant, four shares ; Surgeon, four 
shares; Ship's Master, three shares; Steward, two shares; 
Mate, one and a half share; Gunner, one and a half share; 
Boatswain, one and a half share ; Gunner's Mate and Ser- 
geant, one and a half share; Privates, one share each. 

7. You are particularly charged to avoid any engage- 
ment with any armed vessel of the enemy, though you 
may be equal in strength, or may have some small advan- 
tage ; the design of this enterprise being to intercept the 
supplies of the enemy, which will be defeated by your 
running into unnecessary engagements. 

8. As there may be other vessels employed in the same 
service with yourselves, you are to fix upon proper signals, 
and, your stations being settled so as to take the greatest 
range, avoid cruising on the same ground. If you should 
happen to take prizes in sight of each other, the rules 
which take place among private ships of war are to be 
observed in the distribution of the prize money. 

9. In case of retaking the vessel of any friend to the 
American cause, I will recommend it to such person to 
make a suitable compensation to those who have done such 
a service ; but such vessels are not to be deemed as coming 
within the directions respecting other vessels. 

10. You are to be extremely careful and frugal of your 
ammunition, by no means to waste any of it in salutes, or 
for any purpose but what is absolutely necessary. 

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, 
this 2d day of September, 1775. 

George Washington. 

[No. 5.] 
William Cowley, of lawful age, being duly sworn, depo- 
seth and saith : That he has lived with Major John Con- 
nolly, of Fort Pitt, in the character of a servant, for two 
years last past ; that the said Connolly was obliged to quit 
that place, fearing some injury from the inhabitants, who 
suspected him of being an enemy to his Country; that some 
time in August last, the said Connolly paid a visit to Lord 
Dunmore, on board of his Lordship's ship, the Royal Wil- 
liam, then lying at Portsmouth, in Virginia, and took this 
deponent as his servant ; that the said Connolly staid four- 
teen days on hoard of the said ship, and afterwards went to 
Boston in his Lordship's tender Arundel, with despatches 
to General Gage, from Lord Dunmore, where he was for 
the space of ten days. This deponent further saith, that 
after their departure from thence, the said Connolly asked 
this deponent if he was willing to go with him into the 7/j- 
dian Country; told him that he had been with General 
Gage, to get a commission, and orders to go into the Indian 



Country to raise the Indians and French; that there was 
some part of the Royal Irish at Fort Chartres, this depo- 
nent thinks he said, who had it in command from General 
Gage to join him, and who had nine twelve-pounders ; that 
as soon as he had settled his business with Lord Dunmore, 
after his return, he intended, as he dared not go home 
through the heart of the Country, to take his Lordship's 
tender, go to St. Augustine, there get guides to lead him 
through the Cherokee Nation, Shawanesc, Mingoes, and 
Delaivares ; that he was to get commissions from Lord 
Dunmore, for Captain White Eyes and Cornstalk, and other 
of the chiefs, and designed to make them presents, in order 
to encourage them to join him ; that he intends to stay at 
Detroit this winter, to furnish himself with boats and 
canoes, to bring his forces and cannon up the Ohio River; 
that he then intends to attack Fort Pitt, after taking which, 
he supposed all that part of the world would join him, es- 
pecially as he had orders to give three hundred acres of 
land to every man that would enlist under him. This de- 
ponent further saith, that the said Connolly informed him 
of another scheme he had in view, namely, to proclaim 
freedom to all convicts and indented servants, then to march 
down to Alexandria, in Virginia, where he expects a re- 
enforcement from Lord Dunmore, and to meet with some 
men of war, with which he intended to sweep the whole 

Country before him. ,, 7 r , 

J William Cowley. 

Middlesex, ss., October 12, 1775: 

William Cowley, the subscriber to the within deposition, 
made oath to the truth of the same, before me, 

Abraham Fuller, Just. Peace. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Hoad-Quarlers, Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 
(Parole, Qjiebeclc.) (Countersign, Boxborough.) 

Lieutenant Zachariah Walker, tried at a General Court- 
Martial, whereof Colonel Varnum was the President, for 
" cowardice in the action upon Bunker's Hill, the 17th of 
June last." The Court, on consideration of the evidence, 
are unanimously of opinion that the prisoner is not guilty 
of the charge against him. The General commands the 
prisoner to be instantly released. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 7, 1775. 
(Parole, TTxbridgc.) (Countersign, WUllamaburgh.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel Abijah Brown, tried at a late Gene- 
ral Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Hitchcock was Presi- 
dent, for " endeavouring to defraud the Continent, in muster- 
ing two Soldiers, whom he at the same time employed in 
working upon his farm." The Court, having duly considered 
the evidence, are of opinion that Lieutenant-Colonel Brown 
is not guilty of any fraud, in endeavouring to have Harring- 
ton and Clarke mustered in the manner he did. But the 
Court are of opinion, that Colonel Brown is guilty of em- 
ploying Harrington for fourteen days, and Clarke for 
eighteen days, out of camp, upon his own business, yet are 
inclined to think it was done rather through ignorance than 
a fraudulent intent, and therefore adjudge that he be fined 
four Pounds, lawful money, for the said offence. 

The General orders Lieutenant-Colonel Brown to be 
released as soon as he has paid his fine to Dr. Foster, 
Director of the Hospital, who will apply it to the use of the 
sick in the General Hospital under his care. The General 
hopes the stigma fixed on Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, by 
the above sentence, will be a sufficient warning to all offi- 
cers, not to be guilty of the like offence, especially as the 
General is confident no General Court-Martial will for the 
future admit a plea of ignorance in excuse of so atrocious a 
crime. 

His Excellency Governour Trumbull's Commission being 
produced to the Commander-in-Chief, by Thomas Dyer, 
Esq., appointing him, the said Dyer, to be a Captain in 
the Thirty-Fourth Regiment of foot, which Regiment was 
raised in the Colony of Connecticut, and the officers com- 
missioned by the legislative authority thereof: the Gene- 
ral orders Thomas Dyer, Esq., immediately to join his 
Company, to be received into the said Regiment as a Cap- 
tain, and to be obeyed as such. 

The General Court-Martial, of which Colonel Hitchcock 
was President, is dissolved. 
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Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 8, 1775. 
(Parole, Tarmouth.) (Countersign, Amboy.) 

For the future, the Adjutant-General will send the Pa- 
role and Countersign, under a sealed cover, by the Orderly 
Adjutant at Head-Quarters, to the Majors of Brigade, 
Scammell, Box, Cary, and Henley. They at gun tiring in 
the evening, and not before, are to deliver the Parole and 
Countersign to the Adjutants of their respective Brigades. 
The Adjutants are first to deliver the Parole and Counter- 
sign to the Officers of the advanced guard, then to the Offi- 
cer of every guard in and about the camp, and then to their 
Commanding Officers and Corps. The Roxbury Adjutant 
will receive every day, at orderly time, the Parole and 
Countersign, in a sealed cover, directed to the Commanding 
General at Roxbury, who will observe the same order and 
time of delivering them to Officers in his encampment, as is 
directed to be done here. 

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow, to try such 
prisoners as shall be brought before them ; Colonel Bridge, 
President. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 9, 1775. 
(Parole, Bedford.) (Countersign, Cork.) 

If any negro is found straggling, after tattoo beating, 
about the camp, or about any of the roads or villages near 
the encampments at Roxbury or Cambridge, they are to be 
seized or confined until sunrise, in the guard nearest to the 
place where said negro is taken up. 

Head-Quartera, Cambridge, October 11, 1775. 
(Parole, Falkland.) (Countersign, Georgia.) 

Captain Samuel Gridley, of Colonel Gridley's Regi- 
ment of Artillery, tried at a late General Court-Martial, 
whereof Colonel Bridge was President, for " backwardness 
in the execution of his duty, and for negligence in the care 
and discipline of his camp." The Court, upon mature con- 
sideration of the evidence examined in support of the 
charge, are unanimously of opinion, that no part of the 
charge is supported against Captain Gridley, and dismiss 
the complaint, as malicious, vexatious and groundless. The 
General approves the proceedings of the Court-Martial, and 
orders Captain Gridley to be immediately released. 



in this Colony is on.hand, and when completed we shall 
transmit you an account thereof. 

P. S. If, through the multiplicity of his affairs, General 
Washington should omit to write fully concerning the said 
ship and cargo, we desire you to lay the matter before the 
Congress, and procure their directions concerning it, to be 
transmitted to us as soon as possible. 



COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE DELEGATES IN 
CONGRESS. 
Iu Committee of Safety, Exeter, October 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen: On the 2d of this instant, the Ship Prince 
George, Richard Emmes master, from Bristol, bound to 
Boston, with one thousand eight hundred and ninety-two 
barrels of flour, for the use of General Gage's Army, came 
into our harbour, and was boarded by a number of men, 
under the command of Lieutenant Pickering, of the Ma- 
tross Company, and brought up to Portsmouth, where she 
is detained. General Washington has been consulted con- 
cerning her, and has desired that the cargo may be sent to 
the Army, and has promised to write to the Congress for 
their directions in what manner the cargo should be disposed 
of, and what should be allowed the captors, Sic. 

Our batteries are almost completed ; the work done on 
them will surpass your imagination ; several hundreds of 
men from the country round about having voluntarily la- 
boured thereon a considerable time since they were begun. 

We have nothing to communicate to you now. our pub- 
lick affairs continuing as they were when you left home ; but 
must desire your diligent endeavours to procure some- 
thing to be done relative to our civil Government. As there 
is not a barrel of flour to be sold in this Colony, we were 
under the necessity of taking a hundred barrels of the flour 
for the support of our soldiers and workmen at the batteries 
erecting on Scovy's and Pierce's Islands, there being upwards 
of a hundred soldiers, besides workmen, employed thereon, 
which we have since represented to General Washington, 
with a proposal to sell five hundred barrels to the inhabi- 
tants of Portsmouth, and deposite the money safely until 
directions from the Congress should be obtained. 

We have lately had a requisition from General Wash- 
ington to pay our Troops' w T ages up to the 4th of August, 
which was quite unexpected, and will occasion our emitting 
more money, and of course hinder our accounts from being 
forwarded for some time. The numbering the inhabitants 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON. 

Address of the Mayor, Bailiffs, Burgesses, and Inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Southampton, presented to His Ma- 
jesty by the Right Honourable Hans Stanley, and John 
Fleming, Esquire, their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Mayor, 
Bailiffs, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Town of South- 
ampton, humbly approach your throne, expressing our 
acknowledgments of the many blessings we enjoy under 
your Majesty's auspicious reign. 

Zealous for the honour of our Sovereign, the prosperity 
of our Country, and the support of the laws of this King- 
dom, we ardently wish your Majesty may very long rule 
jn the hearts of all your people, wherever dispersed through 
your extensive Dominions, and cannot but lament that our 
fellow-subjects in America, forgetfid of the succour and 
protection so constantly afforded them by this their Parent 
State, have suffered themselves to be deluded by the arts 
of wicked and licentious men, and proceeded to acts of 
rebellion against your royal person and Government. In 
testimony, therefore, of our abhorrence of those pernicious 
maxims by which they pretend to justify their conduct, we 
presume to entreat your Majesty to use the most effectual 
means to assert your royal authority, vindicate the injured 
supremacy of the British Legislature, and recall the infatu- 
ated Colonists to their allegiance. And because we fear 
the milder influence of reason and persuasion will still be 
found inadequate to those truly desirable ends, while those 
unhappy men continue wilfully ignorant of your Majesty's 
gracious intentions towards them, and blind to the pleasing 
prospect of accommodation, we beg leave to assure your 
Majesty that we will, at the hazard of all that is valuable to 
us, support the dignity of your Crown, and exert all our 
power to preserve the utmost limits of your Empire undi- 
minished, and in due obedience to your Majesty and your 
illustrious family. 

May the God of wisdom and of power direct your Ma- 
jesty's counsels for the restoration of harmony and peace, 
or go forth with your fleets and armies in the prosecution of 
your undoubted rights over every part of the Dominions 
which He, by whom Kings reign, has committed to your 
care. 

In testimony whereof, we, the said Mayor, Bailiffs, and 
Burgesses, have affixed our common corporate seal and 
names, and we, the said inhabitants, have subscribed our 
names, the 13th day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 



new-jersey congress to continental congress. 

[Read October 16, 1775.] 

Trenton. October 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The Congress of New- Jersey, animated 
with equal affection to the common cause of America, and 
equally with the other Colonies desirous to promote its 
general interests as far as in their power, are sorry to fiud 
their good intentions likely to be restrained by one of the 
resolutions of the honourable Continental Congress of the 
12th inst., obligingly communicated to us by their President. 

We cannot but observe, that if the nomination of the 
field-officers in the Battalions proposed to be raised in this 
Province be not first ascertained to be in this Congress, it 
will much impede the expeditious raising of the men; and 
we are clearly of opinion that it will tend much to expedite 
this service, if field-officers are first of all appointed; for if 
they are such as are generally respected in the Province, 
not only Captains and subalterns of reputation will offer 
their service, but the privates will enlist more cheerfully; 
indeed, the other commissions cannot perhaps be properly 
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filled up without inserting in what Battalion the officers are 
to serve. We also humbly conceive, that as other Pro- 
vinces have been indulged with this privilege, we cannot, 
in justice to our constituents, nor consistent with the honour 
of our Province, give up this claim. 

We have no doubt, therefore, the honourable Continen- 
tal Congress will reconsider this resolution, and determine 
that this Province ought neither to be precluded a privilege 
granted to every other Province, nor restrained in their en- 
deavours to promote the general interests of America. In 
such case, we beg leave to assure them this Congress will 
exert all its influence in promoting the raising the proposed 
levies; and we have the pleasure to add, that we have rea- 
son to hope they will be attended with the desired success. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 
By order of the Provincial Congress of Neiv-Jerscy : 
Samuel Tucker, President. 
To the Members of the Honourable Continental Congress. 



NEW- JERSEY CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 16, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, Trenton, October 14, 1775. 

Gentlemen : This Congress finding that, in order to 
enable them to provide a sufficient quantity of arms and 
ammunition, and such other articles as are essentially ne- 
cessary to enforce the operations of the present glorious 
struggle for liberty, a very considerable fund must at all 
events be immediately raised ; and as this Congress, in all 
causes of importance, think it necessary that they should 
have some knowledge of the sentiments of the Continental 
Congress, I am directed to apply to your House, and to 
inquire whether it is consistent with the measures the Con- 
tinental Congress have adopted, to let any of the Provinces 
have the use of such a sum of the Continental currency as 
may be sufficient to answer their particular exigences, upon 
the faith of such Province ; and if so, what sum the Con- 
tinental Congress can spare, and upon what terms, for the 
use of New-Jersey at this time. 

Anxiously desirous of rendering every possible assistance 
to the common cause, this Congress have it before them to 
make provision sufficient to enable them at least to raise 
four thousand Minute-Men, to take the field on any emer- 
gency. But as it is uncertain what provision the Conti- 
nental Congress may have thought proper to make for such 
Minute-Men, if called into actual service, I am likewise 
directed to apply to you for information in this respect. 

This Congress beg the favour of an answer as soon as 
possible. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant. 
By order of Congress : 

Samuel Tucker, President. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 14, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed letter from Governour Trum- 
bull we received this morning. 

In our application to the Colony of Connecticut, foT aid 
in the article General Schuyler requested might be forward- 
ed to him, we have failed, and thought proper to enclose a 
copy of Governour Trumbull's letter to the Congress. 

We are, Gentlemen, your obedient servants. 

By order: Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Lebanon, October 9, 1775. 

Sir: I have this moment received your favour of the 
6th instant, enclosing an extract of your letter from General 
Schuyler, who requested me to give such aid in thenecesr 
sary article you mention as may be in my power. Have 
just received General Washington'' 'a letter of the 5th inst., 
advising that a small fleet, consisting of a sixty-four gun 
ship, a twenty, two sloops of eighteen guns, two transports, 
and about six hundred men, with two mortars and four 
howitzers on board, had just sailed from Boston, from which 
he suspects they intended to bombard some Town on the 
coast. We have this day received, by report, a transient 



account that some ships were cannonading the Town of 
Bristol on the last Saturday, but have not got any certain 
intelligence of the matter. We are in expectation they 
may appear soon on our coast ; that, under the present situ- 
ation of affairs, we are not able to lend any aid in the 
necessary article you mention, having made so many dis- 
bursements of that article already. 

1 am, most respectfully, Sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable President Woodhull. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 17, 1775] 
In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 13, 1775. 

Sir : I am directed to request the favour of you to take 
the sense of the honourable Congress, and to give us their 
answer by return of the post or first other good conveyance, 
whether the inhabitants of this Colony ought to be prevented 
from exporting provisions or other articles to any places 
whatsoever, except those intended for the General Asso- 
ciation of the Congress. 

I am, with the greatest respect, your most obedient ser- 
vant. By order: 

Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq , President of the 
Continental Congress. 

GOVERNOUR TRYON TO THE MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 

New- York, October 13, 1775. 
Sir : From undoubted authority from the City of Phila- 
delphia, the Continental Congress have recommended it to 
the Provincial Congress to seize or take up the officers of 
this Government, and particularly myself, by name. I am 
therefore to desire you will inform the Corporation and 
citizens of this City, that I place my security here in 
their protection ; that when that confidence is withdrawn, 
by any seizure of my person, the Commander of His 
Majesty's ships of war in the harbour will demand that 
the inhabitants deliver me on board the fleet ; and on 
refusal, enforce the demand with their whole power. 
Therefore, anxious to prevent, if possible, so great a 
calamity to this City, as well as inconvenience to myself, 
I am ready, should the voice of the citizens be unfavour- 
able to my staying among them, immediately to embark on 
board the Asia, requesting that the citizens will defeat 
every attempt that may be made to hinder my removal, 
with my domesticks and effects, should that be their wish, 
since I returned to this Province with every honourable 
intention to serve them, consistent with my bpunden duty 
to my Sovereign. I am, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

William Tryon. 
To Whitehead Hicks, Esq., Mayor of the City of New- 
York. 

MAYOR OF NEW-YORK TO GOVERNOUR TRYON. 

New- York, October 14, 1775. 

Sir : Instantly upon the receipt of your Excellency's 
commands, signified by your letter of yesterday, I called 
the Magistrates and Assistants to a Common Council, upon 
its important contents. The Members of the Corporation 
unanimously expressed themselves, upon this occasion, in 
terms of the strongest affection and confidence respecting 
their Governour ; and I am persuaded, Sir, that their fel- 
low-citizens (for I consulted as many individuals without 
doors as the time would permit) are utterly disinclined to 
your removal from the capital of your Province. 

The City Committee, which is a very numerous body of 
reputable inhabitants, elected at a Convention of the whole 
Town, before your last arrival, were immediately convened, 
upon my acquainting the Chairman with your Excellen- 
cy's letter, and in a very little time I had their sentiments 
in writing, under the signature of their Chairman, which I 
now communicate, as a confirmation of what it gives me 
the greatest pleasure to declare, that the citizens, confiding 
in your friendship to a Colony which you have governed 
with so much reputation, earnestly desire you will still con- 
tinue your residence among us ; and, from the declarations 
and temper of the people at large, I have not the least 
doubt of your enjoying the most ample protection. 
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I have tlie honour to be, with the highest esteem and 
respect, your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

Whitehead Hicks. 
His Excellency William Tryon, Esq. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE TO WHITEHEAD HICKS. 

Committee Chamber, New- York, October 13, 1775. 

Sir : The Committee have taken into consideration 
the letter your Worship received from his Excellency 
Governour Tryon, of this date. From unquestionable 
authority, they are assured that the Provincial Congress 
have received no order or recommendation to seize his 
Excellency's person, or the persons of any of the other 
officers of this Government. 

It is with pleasure, Sir, we can assure you, as far as we 
can judge, that his Excellency's conduct has given general 
satisfaction to our fellow-citizens ; and, confiding in his 
friendly disposition towards the inhabitants of this Colony, 
it is our earnest wish that he w 7 ill continue to reside 
among us. 

I am, with much respect, your Worship's obedient and 
very humble servant. 

By order of the General Committee : 

Henry Remsen, Deputy Chairman. 

Whitehead Hicks, Esq., Mayor of the City of New- York. 



GOVERNOUR TRYON TO WHITEHEAD HICKS. 

New-York, October 14, 1775. 

Sir : 1 have received your letter in answer to my appli- 
cation to the Corporation and citizens, of yesterday, to ob- 
tain (heir assurances, either of protection while among them, 
or security to remove on board the King's ship. But as 
they have not authorized you to pledge to me their assu- 
rances of security in either case, my duty in this hour of 
alarm will not justify me to my Sovereign in staying longer 
on shore, without positive declarations of their full protec- 
tion, under every circumstance. 

I beg you will present my best thanks to the Corpora- 
tion and citizens, for their affectionate and friendly wishes 
towards me. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

William Tryon. 

Whitehead Hicks, Esq., Mayor of the City of New- York. 



MAYOR OF NEW-YORK TO GOVERNOUR TRYON. 

New- York, October 18, 1775. 

Sir : When your Excellency's letter of Saturday came 
to hand, the day was so far spent that I had no prospect of 
an opportunity to take the sense of the citizens upon it till 
Monday, and then, unfortunately, the Chairman and De- 
puty Chairman of the Committee I mentioned in my last 
letter, and many of the members, were out of Town. 

On Tuesday morning, they met and deliberated upon it, 
and had a second convention for that purpose in the even- 
ing ; and the result of their counsels appears in the written 
answer they sent me, and which 1 now have the honour to 
transmit to your Excellency. 

Permit me to add, Sir, that the friendly and respectful 
terms in which people of all ranks express themselves con- 
cerning your Excellency on this occasion, and their anxiety 
at the thought of your retiring from the Capital, are very 
satisfactory to the Corporation, and in particular to your 
Excellency's most obedient humble servant, 

Whitehead Hicks. 

To His Excellency William Tryon, Esq. 

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE TO WHITEHEAD HICKS. 

Committee Chamber, October 17, 1775. 

Sir : His Excellency Governour Tryon's second letter 
to your Worship, of the 14th instant, has been laid before 
the Committee. We flattered ourselves that the sentiments 
of respect expressed in answer to his Excellency's first 
letter to your Worship, and the assurances that his informa- 
tion from Philadelphia was ill-grounded, would have re- 
moved every suspicion of injury intended to his person or 
property. 

We can, with great truth, assure his Excellency that we 



are not apprehensive of the least danger to his person or 
property ; and that he may rest assured of all that protec- 
tion from us and our fellow-citizens, which will be consist- 
ent with the great principle of our safety and preservation ; 
declaring, at the same time, that we have the utmost con- 
fidence in his Excellency's disposition to serve the true in- 
terest of this Colony, and that he will, by his wise and 
prudent mediation, use his best offices to restore that har- 
mony between Great Britain and the Colonies, so ardently 
wished for by us. The Committee, therefore, cannot but 
again express their most earnest desire that his Excellency 
would continue his residence among a people who have 
the most grateful sense of his upright and disinterested ad- 
ministration. 

We have the pleasure to acquaint your Worship, that 
the above letter was unanimously approved of in a full 
Committee, and are, Sir, your very humble servant. 

By order of the Committee : 

Isaac Low, Chairman. 
The Worshipful Whitehead Hicks, Esq. 

GOVERNOUR TRYON TO THE MAYOR OF NEW-YORK. 

On board the Halifax Packet, October 19, 1775. 

Sir : Finding your letter of yesterday insufficient for 
that security I requested from the Corporation and citizens, 
and objectionable for the mode in which you obtained the 
sense of the inhabitants, my duty directed me, for the pre- 
sent instant, to remove on board this ship, where I shall be 
ready to do such business of the Country as the situation 
of the times will permit. 

The citizens, as well as the inhabitants of the Province, 
may be assured of my inclination to embrace every means 
in my power to restore the peace, good order, and autho- 
rity of Government. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

William Tryon. 
Whitehead Flicks, Esq., Mayor of the City of New- York. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TR[\MBULL. 

Ticondoroga, October 13, 1775. 

Sir : Since writing you yesterday, Colonel Hinman has 
shown me a copy of his letter to your Honour. I perceive 
the Colonel says he only believes it was General Mont- 
gomery whom he informed of his willingness to muster. I 
must set this matter right. 

On Sunday evening, the 13th of August, General Mont- 
gomery and the Muster-Master arrived here. My conver- 
sation with Colonel Hinman was on Tuesday, the 15th. 
That very evening I received an express from Croivn 
Point. Early next morning I went there ; returned after 
sunset. At daybreak next day set out for Albany; re- 
turned on the 30th ; and I am as confident as 1 exist, that 
Colonel Hinman never spoke a word to me on the subject, 
until since my last return to this place. 

The Colonel says, the sick have, at most, only six days' 
provisions. I assure you they have what they like. Those 
that go by Fort George have only four days', where they 
can get more. . That they have not the least help by wa-* 
gons, is not my fault, as the enclosed copy of my order will 
evince. But I believe the Colonel is misinformed. 

The Colonel is mistaken, that he knows nothing about 
the men who were furloughed. I can take my oath that I 
never gave a furlough to one man, without the Colonel's 
request, or Doctor's certificate ; and I have many of the 
scraps of paper now lying by me, requesting furloughs by 
the Colonel himself. 

I am, Sir, your Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To Governour Trumbull. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOHN AUGUSTINE WASHINGTON. 
Camp at Cambridge, October 13, 1775. 

Dear Brother : Your favour of the 12th ultimo came 
to hand a few days ago. By it I gladly learned that your 
family were recovered of the two complaints which had 
seized many of them, and confined my sister. I am very 
glad to hear, also, that the Convention had come to resolu- 
tions for arming the people, and preparing vigorously for 
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the defence of the Colony, which, by the latest accounts 
from England, will prove a salutary measure. I am also 
pleased to find that the manufacture of arms and ammuni- 
tion has been attended to with so much care. A plenty of 
these, and unanimity and fortitude among ourselves, must 
defeat every attempt that the Ministry can invent to en- 
slave this great Continent. In the manufacturing of arms 
for publick use, great care should be taken to make the 
bores of the same size, that the same balls may answer; 
otherwise, great disadvantages may arise from a mixture of 
cartridges. 

The enemy, by their not coining out, are, I suppose, 
afraid of us, whilst their situation renders any attempts of 
ours upon them in a manner impracticable. Nothing new 
has happened since my last worth communicating. Since 
finishing our own lines of defence, we, as well as the ene- 
my, have been busily employed in putting our men under 
proper cover for the winter. Our advanced works and 
theirs are within musket-shot of each other. We are 
obliged to submit to an almost daily cannonade, without 
returning a shot, from our scarcity of powder, which we 
are necessitated to keep for closer work than cannon dis- 
tance, whenever the red coat gentry please to step out of 
their intrenchments. Seeing no prospect of this, I sent a 
detachment, about a month ago, into Canada, by the way 
of Kennebeck Rjver, under the command of a Colonel Ar- 
nold. This detachment consisted of one thousand men, 
and was ordered to take possession of Qucbeck, if possible ; 
but, at any rate, to make a diversion in favour of General 
Schuyler, who, by this time, is in possession, I trust, of 
Montreal and St. John's, as I am not altogether without 
hopes that Colonel Arnold may be of the Capital. Finding 
that we were in no danger of a visit from our neighbours, 1 
have fitted out and am fitting out several privateers, with 
soldiers, who have been bred to the sea ; and I have no 
doubt of making captures of several of their transports, 
some of which have already fallen into our hands, laden 
with provisions. 

I am obliged to you for your advice to my wife, and for 
your intention of visiting her. Seeing no great prospect 
of returning to my family and friends this winter, I have 
sent an invitation to Mrs. Washington to come to me, al- 
though I fear the season is too far advanced to admit this, 
with any tolerable degree of convenience, especially if she 
should, when my letters get home, be in New-Kent, as I 
believe the case will be. I have laid before her a state of 
the difficulties, however, which must attend the journey, 
and left it to her own choice. 

My love to my sister and the little ones is sincerely ten- 
dered, and I am, with true regard, your most affectionate 
brother, George Washington. 

To John Augustine Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 13, 1775. 

Sir: I am favoured with yours of the 10th, and am 
sorry it so happened, that the proposed scheme of inter- 
cepting the enemy's ordnance stores cannot have your 
assistance. The experience your officers and men have 
had, by an earlier attention to sea service, would have 
made them very acceptable on the proposed enterprise. 

The fleet which sailed out of Boston a few days ago, 
and of which I apprized you on the 6th instant, has been 
seen standing N. N. E., from which we suppose they are 
destined against some Town of this Province, or New- 
Hampshire, or possibly to Qucbeck. 

We have had no occurrence of any consequence in the 
camp since I had the pleasure of writing you last. I find 
the Delegates did not expect to leave Philadelphia till the 
6th instant, so that their arrival here will be later than at 
first proposed. I expect the pleasure of seeing you short- 
ly, and am, with much regard and esteem, yours, &c, 

Georce Washington. 
To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



has been standing N. N. E. ; so that we presume it is des- 
tined against some Town of this Province, or New-Hamp- 
shire, or possibly gone to Qucbeck. 

Our last advices were very favourable from Col. Arnold. 
By the 20th instant we expect he will be at Qucbeck. A 
gentleman of character, from Canada, assures me he will 
meet with no opposition there. 

L am sorry other avocations will deprive me of the plea- 
sure of seeing you in camp at the proposed conference. I 
hope, upon some other occasion, you will do us the favour 
of a visit. I shall be happy in every opportunity to mani- 
fest my respect and regard for the Government of Con- 
necticut. 

No occurrence of any consequence in either camp since 
my last. In my last letter from the Congress, it is men- 
tioned that the aimed vessels of Connecticut will be sent on 
a special service, with which you are acquainted. In your 
next you will please to inform me whether they may be 
expected to proceed in that enterprise. Two will proceed 
from hence with all expedition. Governour Cooke informs 
me he can give us no assistance in it. 

I am, with much respect and esteem, your Honour'3 
most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOrR TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 13, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the 9th instant has been duly re- 
ceived. The fleet mentioned in mine of the 6th instant 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO CAPT. EPHRAIM BOWEN, JU.V. 

Head-Quarters, October 13, 1775. 

Sir : His Excellency having determined to equip an 
armed vessel out of Plymouth, has empowered you to ne- 
gotiate this business, in which you are to observe the fol- 
lowing directions : 

1st. You are to inquire for Captain Daniel Adams, who 
went down a few days ago to set the carpenters at work 
upon his schooner. You are to inquire in Plymouth what 
character she has as a sailer ; if not a good one, take up 
one instead of her, which can be well recommended. If 
she is a stranger in the port, and nothing said against her, 
proceed in fitting her out. 

2d. Apply to the gentlemen of the Committee to nomi- 
nate proper persons to appraise the vessel ; the appraise- 
ment, when made, to be sent to Head-Quarters. 

3d. The hire of the vessel to be agreed for with the 
owner, at a sum not exceeding five shillings sterling per 
month per ton ; the owner to fit her up with sails suitable 
for the service, particularly topsails. 

4th. You are to endeavour lo get guns, both carriage 
and swivel, at Plymouth, upon loan, if possible ; their 
value to be paid ; if left in the service, the General to pay 
for them. 

5th. You are, as soon as possible, to send down formers, 
and proper directions for making cartridges suitable for the 
guns. 

6th. Go by Watertown, and apply to Colonel Warren 
to nominate a proper person as agent to procure provisions 
for one month for fifty men, and to manage such prizes as 
may be sent in, instructing him to give as early information 
as possible of all captures, and a list of the cargo, as far as 
he can do it from papers. This, person, when fixed upon 
by you, to receive further instructions from Head-Quarters, 
and to receive the same commission as other agents at Sa- 
lem and Marblehead, for the like service. If Col. Warren 
is not at Watertown, you must take the advice of the Com- 
mittee on this business. He is to be a person of approved 
good character and known substance. All agreements 
you make to be put in writing. 

7th. All agreements made by you, in this service, the 
General will ratify and confirm. You are to let us know, 
by the first good opportunity, what prospects you have of 
getting the vessel ready, and what guns you can net. 

8th. Keep a journal* of your proceedings, and an account 
of all your expenses, to be rendered on your return. 

I am, Sir, yours, he, Joseph Reed, Secretary. 
To Captain Ephraim Bowen, Jun. 

* Plymouth, October 15, 1775. — Wont to Kingston, to seo Captain 
Adams, who promised to have his vessel down to Plymouth at five 
o'clock. 

16- — Waited on William Watson, Esq., one of the Committee, with 
the letter, who engages to supply the provisions, and take charge of any 
prizes that may be sent in here. Waited on tho Committee with the 
letter from Head-Quarters, who engaged to give their assistance. Ex- 
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COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO THE COMMITTEE OF PLYMOUTH. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The bearer, Captain Bowen, is despatch- 
ed by his Excellency General Washington to superintend 
the equipping an armed vessel to intercept the enemy's 
supplies. As he is somewhat of a stranger, the General 
begs your kind assistance to him in this business ; particu- 
larly in procuring guns suitable for the vessel. We make 
no apology for the trouble we may give you, as your spirit 
and zeal in the publick cause make it unnecessary. 

I am, by his Excellency's order, Gentlemen, your very 
humble servant, Joseph Reed. 

To the Committee of Plymouth. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 



Second Portage from Kennebeck to the Dead River, 

October 13, 17~" 



liver, ) 
75. \ 



way home so far that your Excellency will be able to re- 
lieve us. If we proceed on, we shall have a sufficient 
stock to reach the French inhabitants, (where we can bo 
supplied,) if not Quebeck. 

Your Excellency may possibly think we have been tardy 
in our march, as we have gained too little ; but when you 
consider the badness and weight of the batteaus, and large 
quantity of provisions, &c, we have been obliged to force 
up against a very rapid stream, where you would have 
taken the men for amphibious animals, as they were a great 
part of the time under water, add to this the great fatigue 
in portage, you will think I have pushed the men as fast 
as they could possibly bear. The officers, volunteers, and 
privateers in general, have acted with the greatest spirit 
and industry. 

I am, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's most 
obedient humble servant, Benedict Arnold. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



May it please your Excellency: A person going 
down the river presents the first opportunity I have had of 
writing to your Excellency since I left Fort Western; 
since which we have had a very fatiguing time ; the men 
in general not understanding batteaus, have been obliged 
to wade and haul them more than half way up the river. 
The last division is just arrived ; three divisions are over 
the first carrying place, and, as the men are in high spirits, 
I make no doubt of reaching; the River Chaudiere in eight or 
ten days; the greatest difficulty being, I hope, already past. 

We have now with us about twenty-five days' provisions 
for the whole detachment, consisting of about nine hundred 
and fifty effective men. I intend making an exact return, 
but must defer it till I come to Chaudiere. 

I have ordered the Commissary to hire people acquaint- 
ed with the river, and forward on the provisions left behind 
(about one hundred barrels) to the great carrying place, 
to secure our retreat. The expense will be considerable, 
but when set in competition with the lives or liberties of so 
many brave men, I think it trifling; and if we succeed, the 
provisions will not be lost. 

I have had no Intelligence from General Schuyler or 
Canada, and expect none till I reach Chaudiere Pond, 
where I expect a return of my express, and to determine 
my plan of operations; which, as it is to be governed by 
circumstances, I can say no more than, if we are obliged to 
return, I believe we shall have a sufficiency of provisions 
to re;ich this place, where the supply I ordered the Com- 
missary to send forward will enable us to return on our 

aminod the guns here, and find four of about three or throe and a quar- 
ter inches caliber, seven swivels, and one wall piece. Captain Adams 
tolls me that tho hire of his vessel is to be the sime as those at Salem, 
&.c. 

17. — Wrote to his Excellency General Washington, concerning tho 
guns, vessel, &c. 

18. — Waiting for the General's answer. Attended tho schooner 
most of the day. Received the General's answer, with Mr. Watson's 
instructions, which I delivered him. 

19. — Viewed and examined, with Cnptain Martindale, Captain 
Wormwel's schooner; which find to bo suitable for the service, and 
wrote to Head-Quarters thereon. 

20.— Got the rammers and sponges, &c, for the guns. Went to 
Marshjield, about ten miles, to look for a vessel, but found none suitable. 

21. — Procured the water casks, and got them filled. Rained all day. 

22. — Waiting for tho return of the express from Head-Quarters, who 
arrived just before night. 

23, Monday. — Put all the provisions and stores aboard the Schooner 
Putnam. Set tho carpenters at the work on the brig; also tho riggers. 

24.— Waiting for Captain Coit till four o'clock, P. M., who not 
being arrived, and tho guns likely to be waited for for the brig, set 
out for Bristol; got thirteen miles this evening. 

25. — Set out, and reached Bristol by five o'clock. Waited on the 
Committee, who told me the guns belonged to Captain Potter, and that 
he might dispose of them at his pleasure. 

26. — Waited,. on .Captain Potter ; found ten four-pounders and ten 
swivels, which he refused to lend or let, and asked one thousand dol- 
lars for the guns, exclusive of the swivels; which price I thought too 
extravagant, so went to Head-Quarters, two miles this side of Newport, 
where I found .several cannon suitable, but was told by General Hop- 
kins that I. could not have them without an order from the Lieutenant- 
Govornour ; on which I returned to Bristol, and so to Providence, 
ufter making Captain Potter an offer for his guns, which ho declinod. 
Arrived at Providence between nine and ten in the evening. 

27. — Th.e.Liejitenant-Governour out of Town, at the Assombly; ex- 
pected home to dine, but did not come till four o'clock, A. M. Waited 
on him, and told Mm my business. He said lie would acquaint the 
Committee .that evening, who he ordered to meet, and would give me 
an answer in the morning. 

28. — Waited" orTlhe Lieutenant-Govcrnour, and got an order for ten 
carriage-guns; he said all the swivels would be wanted for tho galleys, 
so could. not spare any of them. Left Providence at two o'clock ; do- 
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A Journal of an intended Tour from Cambridge to Que- 
beck, via Kennebeck, with a detachment of two Regi- 
ments of Musketeers and three Companies of Riflers, 
consisting of about eleven hundred effective men, com- 
manded by Benedict Arnold. 

Having received orders from his Excellency General 
Washington to march with the above detachment, I set 
out on Friday morning, the 15lh of September, from Cam- 
bridge ; dined at Salem, where I procured two hundred 
pounds of ginger, and engaged a teamster to transport that 
and two hundred and seventy blankets, received from the 
Committee of Safety, by order of Major Mifflin, Quarter- 
master-General, to Newburyport, where I arrived at ten 
o'clock the same evening. 

Saturday, 16. — This evening the whole detachment 
arrived ; despatched three boats to Kennebeck, Islc-of- 
Shoals, and along shore, to look out for men of war and 
cruisers, with orders to give us the earliest intelligence, if 
they discovered any on the coast ; and procured a quan- 
tity of small stores, he. N. B. Contrary winds. 

Sunday, 17. — Head winds and thick weather; made pre- 
paration to embark. 

Monday, 18. — The whole detachment embarked; one 
of the boats just returned, and informs us the coast is quite 
clear. 

Tuesday, 19. — Weighed anchor at seven o'clock, A. M., 
and at noon all the transports, being eleven in number, got 

tained by the rain till that time. Arrived in Bristol at half past five. 
Rained all day. Waited on Captain Potter again, to buy his swivels ; 
which he would not sell without the carriage-guns. Nine o'clock, A. 
M., received a line from Captain Potter, offering me ten four-pounders, 
with tho carriages, two hundred Bhot, sponges, ladles, rammers, car- 
tridge-boxes, &c, and ten swivels, for eight hundred dollars. 

29. — Got my horse, and going to Newport, called on Captain Potter, 
and made him one more offer of two hundred and twenty Pounds for 
his guns, &c; which ho accepted, after some time. N. B. I should 
not have took Potter's guns, if I could havo got swivels in this Colony. 
Ten o'clock, getting the guns, &c, on board the boat, to carry to 
Tavnton. Five o'clock, A. M., got all the guns, &c, aboard, and took 
the boatman's receipt, who is to set off at nine o'clock this evening. 
Set out for Taunton. 

30. — Arrived at Taunton before noon. Boat not arrived with the 
guns, wind being ahead ; head wind all day. 

31. — Sent a pilot down the rivor to bring up tho boat, who found a 
pilot on board when he got to Swanzty. The vessel arrived with tho 
guns about two o'clock, P. M. Procured teams ; saw them loaded, 
and set off for Plymouth. 

November 1. — Arrived at Plymouth about ten o'clock, and the can. 
non about two. Found Coit's vessel aground, 

2.— Set the carpenters to repair the earriages, &c. Captain Coit's 
vessel got off, but detained by the weather. Sent formers for Martin- 
dale's cartridges. 

3, 4. — Procuring water hogsheads for Martindale, and getting them 
filled. Coit got aground again. 

5. — Captain Coifs vessel sailed last evening ; not to be seen this 
morning. 

6.— Captain Coit returns with two prizes, viz : a sloop and schooner ; 
got a mast. Martindale's brigantine graved this day. 

7.— Ballastod the Washington. Rained all day. 

8, 9. — Rain. Nothing to be done. 

11, 12.— Carpenters at work on the platform. The crow arrived. 

13, Sunday. — Nothing done; could get no oarpenters to work. Coit 
sailed this day for the Cape Cod; where, we are informed, is a ship at 
anchor. 

14. — Got tho guns on board, &c. 

15. — Rained all day. 

16. — Struck the water. 

17. — Provisions all on board, and brig ready to sail. 

18. — Set out for Cambridge. 
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safe out of the harbour, except the Schooner Swallow, 
which run on the rocks, and could not be got off this tide; 
took all the men from on board her, except twelve, inclu- 
ding Captain Scott, whom I ordered to follow us, as fast as 
possible. As soon as our fleet passed the bar, ordered the 
Captain of each vessel to be furnished with a copy of the 
following signals, which are to be hoisted on board the 
Schooner Broadbay, Captain James Clarkson, who is to 
lead the van : 

1. Signal for speaking with the whole fleet: ensign at 
main-topmast head. 

2. Signal for chasing a sail: ensign at fore-topmast head. 

3. Signal for heaving to : lantern at mast head, and two 
guns, if head on shore; and three guns, if offshore. 

4. Signal for making sail in the night : lantern at mast 
head, and four guns. In the day, for making sail, jack at 
fore-topmast head. 

5. Signal for dispersing, and every vessel making the 
nearest harbour : ensign at main peak. 

6. Signal for boarding any vessel : jack at main-topmast 
head, and the whole fleet to draw up in a line, as near as 
possible. N. B, No guns to be fired without orders. 

This being done, bore away for Kennebeck, wind W. S. 
W. ; about four o'clock, P. M., brought to and spoke 
with two fishing schooners, who could give us no intelli- 
gence; the weather came on thick and foggy; continued a 
N, N. E. course till twelve o'clock at night, when we hove 
to, with JieacLoff sliore, off Wood Island, and at two o'clock 
made the signal for heaving to, with head on shore. 

Wednesday, 20, — Made sail again early in the morning; 
weather still continues very thick and foggy, attended with 
rain, and at nine o'clock, A. M., arrived safe in the mouth 
of Ajowsick, with all our fleet, except three, without the 
least molestation from the enemy; anchored about six hours 
at Eels Eddy; sent on shore for some refreshment, as 
many of the people were extremely sea sick on the pas- 
sage ; weighed anchor, and proceeded up the river as far 
as Georgetown, wTiere we lay all night, when one of our 
fleet, viz: Captaiti_. . . . , overtook us. 

TJiursday, 21. — Weighed anchor at five, A. M. ; after 
sailing a few miles, discovered the other two of our fleet 
coming through Shcepscut Creek, they having run past the 
mouth of Amwsiclc the day before; left the transports in 
the river, wind and tide unfavourable, and proceeded as 
far as Gardinerstown. 

Friday, 22. — This morning arrived three of the trans- 
ports ; were jem ployed the whole day in forwarding the 
men, provisions, batteaus, &.c, to Fort Western; engaged 
two caulkers, some guides, and assistants ; at four, P. M., 
arrived the Schooner Sivallow, which run on the rocks off 
Newbury; she brings intelligence that the Houghton, Cap- 
tain. Somersby, with one hundred and twenty men, and the 
Eagle, CapWm Maby, with eighty-four men, were aground 
fifteen miles .down tlie river ; engaged the Swallow, and a 
number of men, to go to their relief. 

Saturday, 23. — Embarked the men, and sent them on 
to Fort Western, with their batteaus laden with provisions; 
all the vessels weighed anchor, and stood up the river, and 
anchored above five miles short of Fort Western, the water 
not permitting them to go up higher; at six, P. M ., arrived 
at Howard's, at Fort Western. 

Sunday, 24. — Despatched Lieutenant Steel, with six 
men, in two birch canoes, to Chaudiere Pond, to recon- 
noitre, and get all the intelligence he possibly can from 
the Indians, who, I am informed, are hunting there; and 
also Lieutenant Church and seven men, with a surveyor 
and pilot, to take the exact courses and distances to the 
Head River. 

Monday, 25. — Despatched the three Companies of Ri- 
flers, witli forty-five days' provisions, under command of 
Captain Morgan, as an advanced party, with orders to 
proceed to the great carrying place, and to cut a road over 
to the Head River; about three o'clock, P. M., Lieuten- 
ant Gray arrived, with a number of manifestoes and a letter 
from Colonel Reed, 

Tuesday, 26. — The second division, consisting of three 
Companies, viz: Hubbard's, Topham's, and Thayer's, 
under command of Colonel Greene, embarked ; James Mc- 
Cormick, a private in Captain Goodrich's Company, tried 
by a Court-Martial for the murder of Reuben Bishop, a 
Sergeant in Captain Williams's Company, and received 



sentence of death, but respited till his Excellency Gen- 
eral Washington's pleasure be known, and ordered to Head- 
Quarters ; a number of our men employed in bringing up 
provisions, &.c. ; wrote his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, and despatched back five of the transports. 

Wednesday, 27. — The third division, consisting of four 
Companies, viz : Hanchett's, Ward's, Hearborn's, and Good- 
rich's, under command of Major Meigs, embarked ; sent 
down a number of boats to bring up all the flour from 
below, and sent to the Commissary to forward on all the 
batteaus, Sic. 

Thursday, 28. — Part of the fourth and last division, 
McCobb's and Scott's Companies, embarked; Captain 
Williams's Company being left for batteaus, oars, paddles, 
Sic. ; sent for Colonel Enos and the Commissary to come 
up from Coburn's with all the men and batteaus; ordered 
the sick and criminal on board the Broadlay, Captain 
Clarkson, with stores, &c. 

Friday, 29. — Set out in a birch canoe, about noon ; left 
Colonel Enos, with Captain Williams's Company, to bring 
up the rear, with the provisions behind; our canoe proves 
very leaky; stopped at Vassalborough, eight miles above 
Fort Western, and changed her for another, and having 
gone about twelve miles, lodged six miles short of Fort 
Halifax. 

Saturday, 30. — At six o'clock, A. M., crossed the Six 
Mile Falls, and at ten arrived at Fort Halifax, where I 
found Captain Hearborn's and Goodrich's Companies first 
passing the carrying place, which is about sixty rods over; 
course of the river, from Fort Western to Fort Halifax, 
N. N. E.; distance eighteen miles; at two i P. M\, dined at 
Crosier's, and hired him, with his team, to cany our bag- 
gage over land about five miles, to avoid the ripples smd 
quick water above the falls, which are very dangerous and 
difficult to pass; at five, P. M., left the landing place, and 
proceeded up the river about two miles, wTien we overtook 
Major Meigs and party, with whom we encamped ; whole 
distance this day thirteen miles; courseN. 

Sunday, October 1. — Left our encampment early in the 
morning; at ten, A. M., passed the seven and fifteen mile 
streams; dined at one Western's; at four, P. M., reached 
the Scohegan Falls, where we overtook HuBbard's and 
Thayer's Companies; after crossing the carrying place, 
which is about one hundred rods, launched our batteau 
again, and proceeded up the river about five miles, and at 
eight, P. M., encamped at the widow Warren's; distance 
seventeen miles; course to Scohegan Falls, about N. ; 
from the falls to where we lodged, S. W. ; water quiet 
part c5f the way; quick and small falls. 

Monday, 2. — After going a mile, overtook Colonel 
Greene, Major Bigelow, Captain Topham, and Company; 
about eight, A. M., passed the Bombazee Falls, and at 
ten arrived at Norridgewock Falls, six miles and a half 
from the widow Warren's; great part of the way swift 
water and rapids; the land from Fort Western to this place 
appears, in general, very good and fertile, but is thinly in- 
habited ; here we leave the English settlements, no inhabi- 
tants being above the falls, which, by the best estimation, 
are fifty miles from Fort Western; here I overlook Cap- 
tain Morgan, with his division, who had just got their bag- 
gage over the carrying place, which is one mile ; course 
N. W. . " 

Tuesday, 3. — TlieRiflers proceed for the great carrying 
place ; Topham's, Thayer's, and Hubbard's Companies 
employed in gelling over their baggage, and examining 
their bread, great part of which is damaged by the boat's 
leaking, and the difficulty of passing the rapids, which is 
impossible for people unacquainted to get up the boats 
without shipping water ; here are some small vestiges of 
an Indian Town, destroyed by the English about fiftv 
years since, namely, the foundation of an old church and 
altar, the monument over St. Francis, the founder of the 
church, &c. ; the whole tribe, we are told, are extinct, 
except two or three. 

Wednesday, 4. — Carpenters employed in repairing bat- 
teaus, and the several Companies in carrying over their 
provisions, some of which prove unfit for use ; Colonel 
Greene's division proceeded forward ; Major Meigs's divi- 
sion arrived with Colburn. 

Thursday, 5. — Companies employed as the preceding 
day. 



1061 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, he, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1062 



Friday, 6. — Major Meigs, with his division, went for- 
ward ; Colonel Enos, with the rear division, arrived. 

Saturday,!. — The last divisions employed in examining 
their bread, part of which is wet and unfit for use, and car- 
rying their baggage and provisions over the portage. 

Sunday, 8. — We have not been able to get our baggage, 
&c, over the portage until this morning, though we have 
had constantly two sleds going with oxen, owing to the 
height of the hill and the bad road ; a storm of rain pre- 
vents our proceeding this day. 

Monday, 9. — Struck our tent, carried our baggage over 
the portage, embarked, and proceeded up about three 
miles, a N. N. E. course; here the river takes a remark- 
able turn to the E. N. E., about three-quarters of a mile, 
then turns W. and N. about three-quarters of a mile more, 
and then returns to its proper course again ; we crossed 
the elbow over land, being about thirty rods, which saves 
more than a mile of rapid water; at twelve o'clock passed 
the seven mile stream ; at three, P. M., dined on one of the 
islands, and at five encamped with Captain McCobb, on 
another island, within two miles of Caratunlcer, or Devil's 
Falls; whole distance this day, sixteen miles; course N. 
N. E. easterly, the water very rapid ; the land, from the 
mouth of the river to Caratunlcer Falls, appears level, 
and in general fertile, and tolerably well wooded, with some 
oak, elm, ash, beech, maple, pine, hemlock, &tc. 

Tuesday, 10. — At nine o'clock, A. M., arrived at Car- 
alunker Falls ; the fall of water, fifteen feet ; the portage 
near fifty rods over; we proceeded up the river, about five 
miles, against a very rapid stream, course N. ; here the 
mountains begin to appear on each side of the river, high 
and level on the tops, and appear well wooded ; the river, 
from Norridgewock to the great carrying place is very 
irregular in width, but in general about four hundred yards, 
and full of sma]l islands, which appear very fertile land ; 
we ascended the river this day about twelve miles ; in 
general very rapid and shallow water; encamped late in 
the evening, much fatigued. 

Wednesday, 11. — We embarked early this morning, and 
proceeded up the river; the stream very rapid indeed; at 
ten, A. M., arrived at the great carrying place, which is 
very remarkable — a large brook emptying itself into the 
river just above, which comes from the first lake ; when 
abreast of the carrying place, in the river, you will observe, 
at about four hundred yards above you, a large mountain, 
in shape of a sugar loaf, at the foot of" which the river turns 
oft' to the eastward ; this mountain, when you are at the 
carrying place, seems to rise out of the middle of the river — 
here I overtook Captain Morgan and his division, and 
Col. Geeene, with his division; part of each had proceed- 
ed as far as the second lake ; Major Meigs arrived just 
before me ; met Lieutenant Church, who had been at the 
Dead River, on a survey, and reports as follows : 

From Kennebcck, over the portage, to the first pond or 
lake; course W., twenty-seven degrees N. ; distance three- 
quarters of a mile, rising ground ; bad road, but capable of 
being made good; over the first pond, half a mile, which 
pond is a quarter of a mile long ; here our people caught 
a prodigious number of very fine salmon-trout, nothing 
bein<r more common than a man's taking eight or ten dozen 
in one hour's time, which generally weigh half a pound 
apiece ; the second portage is W., six degrees N. half a 
mile and twenty rods ; very level, but rough road ; the 
second pond is in length, from north to south, two and a 
half miles, and half a mile wide; the third carrying place 
is one mile and a quarter and forty rods ; the road very 
bad; course W., ten degrees N. ; the third pond is in 
length, from north to south, three miles, and two miles 
wide ; course over it, W. by N. ; the fourth or last portage is 
W., twenty degreesN.; distance two and three-quarter miles, 
and sixty rods ; the first part of the road tolerably good ; 
the last mile a savanna, wet and miry, about six or eight 
inches deep. 

Thursday, 12. — Lieutenant Steel returned from Chau- 
diere Pond, and says he discovered no Indians ; that the 
Dead River, from the last carrying place, he judges to be 
eighty miles, most part of the way a fine, deep river ; the 
current hardly perceptible ; some fine falls, and short car- 
rying places, and rapid water; the carrying place from Dead 
River to Chaudiere Pond, about four miles ; very good and 
even ground, most part of the way, and plenty of moose 



and other game on the river; this day employed Captain 
Goodrich's Company in building a log house on the second 
portage, to accommodate the sick, eight or ten in number, 
who we are obliged to leave behind ; also a party on the 
east side of the first portage, to build a small log house for 
men and provisions; ordered Lieutenants Steel and Church, 
with twenty axe-men and a surveyor, to Chaudiere Pond, 
to clear the portages and take a survey of the country; 
Lieutenant Sttcl to go down Chaudiere, near the inhabi- 
tants, and examine the falls, portages, &tc, and return to 
the pond as soon as possible. 

Our men are much fatigued in carrying over their bat- 
teaus, provisions, fee, the road being extremely bad ; how- 
ever, their spirit and industry seems to overcome every 
obstacle, and they appear very cheerful. We have had 
remarkable fine weather since we left Cambridge, and only 
one death has happened, and very few accidents by water, 
which is the more remarkable, as there seldom passes a 
season without some people being drowned in the Kenne- 
bcck, which is very difficult and dangerous to ascend. 

Friday, 13. — This morning despatched one Eneas and 
another Indian with letters to some gentlemen in Quebeck, 
and to General Schuyler; sent a white man with them, 
who is to proceed as far as Sartigan, and after discovering 
the sentiments of the inhabitants, and procuring all the in- 
telligence he can, is to return to us at Chaudiere Pond, 
where we expect to meet him in about seven or eight days ; 
two divisions have this day reached the Dead River. 

Eleazer Oswald, Sec'y pro tern. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO JOHN MANIB. 

Dead River, about 1G0 miles from Quebeck, 
October 13, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I am now on my march for Quebeck, with 
about two thousand men, where I expect to have the plea- 
sure of seeing you soon. This detachment is designed to 
co-operate with General Schuyler, to frustrate the unjust 
and arbitrary measures of the Ministry, and restore liberty to 
our brethren of Canada, to whom, we make no doubt, our 
exertions in their favour will be acceptable ; and that we 
shall have their assistance, or at least their friendly wishes, 
as the expedition is undertaken at the request of many of 
their principal inhabitants. I beg the favour of you, on 
receipt of this, which will be delivered you by one Eneas, 
a faithful Indian, that you would immediately write me by 
him of the disposition of the Canadians, the number of 
troops in Quebeck, by whom commanded, and every advice 
you have received from General Schuyler, and the situa- 
tion of matters in general; what ships are at Quebeck, and, 
in short, what we have to expect from the Canadians and 
merchants in the City; whether any advice has been re- 
ceived of the march of this detachment, If any gentleman 
of my acquaintance will undertake to meet me on the 
road, he will be received with pleasure, and handsomely 
rewarded. The enclosed letter to General Schuyler, I beg 
the favour of you to forward by express, which charge shall 
be reimbursed you with thankfulness. 

1 am, with much esteem, dear Sir, your friend and very 
humble servant, Benedict Arnold. 

John Manir, Esq., or, in his absence, to Captain William 
Gregory, or Mr. John Maynard. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Dead River, 160 miles from Quebeck, \ 
October 13, 1775. \ 

Dear Sir: I make no doubt his Excellency General 
Washington has advised you of his ordering me, with a 
detachment of the Army at Cambridge, to march against 
Quebeck. In consequence of which, I left Cambridge on 
the 13th of September, and after a very fatiguing and haz- 
ardous march over a rough country, up the Kennebeck 
River, against a very rapid stream, through an uninhabited 
country, and meeting with many other difficulties, which 
we have happily surmounted, we have at last arrived at 
the Dead River, which we have examined to the Chau- 
diere Pond, and hope in a fortnight of having the pleasure 
of meeting you in Quebeck. Any intelligence or advice 
you can communicate will be gratefully received, as this 
detachment was intended to co-operate with your Army. 
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I am, with much esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient 
and humble servant, B. Arnold. 

To the Honourable Major-General and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Northern Army. 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO LIEUTENANT STEEL. 

October 13, 1775. 

Sir: I have sent the bearer and another Indian to Que- 
beck, with letters, and must have John Hall, as he speaks 
French, to go to Sartigan with them, and get all the intel- 
ligence he possibly can in regard to the number of troops 
there, the disposition of the Canadians, and advice from 
General Schuyler. When he arrives at Sarligan, he must 
employ some Frenchman, that can be depended on, to go 
to Queheck with the Indians, to deliver their letter and get 
an answer; for which purpose I have sent twenty dollars 
for him to take. Desire him to caution the Indians not to 
let any one know of our march, but to sound the inhabi- 
tants, and find out bow they stand affected, and whether 
our coining would be agreeable to them. If he does not 
choose to go alone, you must send a man with him, and 
both must return to us at Chaudiere Pond, as soon as pos- 
sible; taking particular notice of the river, whether our 
balteaus can pass down. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, B. Arnold. 

To Lieutenant Steel. 



ADDRESS OF THE MERCHANTS AND TRADERS OF THE CITY 
OF LONDON. 

The following gentlemen, viz: Isaac Hughes, Esquire, 
Chairman, the Rt. Hon. Thomas Harley, Zachary Philip 
Fonnereau, John Cornwall, John Uily, Samuel Smith, 
George Stainforth, Peter Cazalct, Richard Willis, John 
William Anderson, Benjamin Winthrop, Edward Forsler, 
James Bogle French, Bignall Potter, and Peter Hodg- 
son, Esquires, having been deputed to attend His Majesty 
with an Address of a very numerous body of the Merchants 
and Traders of the City of London, <hey did all (except 
Mr. Cornwall and Mr. Rily, who were prevented by ill- 
ness) wait on His Majesty with the following Address. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, Mer- 
chants and Traders of the City of London, filled with the 
deepest concern at the unjustifiable proceedings of some of 
your Majesty's Colonies in America, beg leave to approach 
your royal throne, to testify our entire disapprobation and 
abhorrence of them, with the most solemn assurances that 
we will support your Majesty with our lives and fortunes 
in maintaining the authority of the Legislature of this 
Country, which, we conceive, does and ought to extend 
over and pervade every part of the British Dominions. 

With regret and indignation we see Colonies, which owe 
their existence, and every blessing that attended their late 
prosperous situation, to this their Parent Country, unna- 
turally regardless of the fostering hand that raised and sup- 
ported them, and affecting distinctions in their dependance 
not founded in law or in the Constitution of Great Bri- 
tain. 

We are convinced, by the experienced clemency of your 
Majesty's Government, that no endeavours will be wanting 
to induce our deluded fellow-subjects to return to their 
obedience to that Constitution which our ancestors bled to 
establish, and which has flourished, pure and uninterrupted, 
under the mild Government of the House of Hanover. 

May that Being who governs the universe so direct your 
Majesty's counsels and measures, that from the present 
confusion order may arise and peace again be restored. 

That your Majesty may long reign over a happy and 
united people, is the earnest prayer of, may it please your 
Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful and loyal subjects. 



GEORGE MASON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Gunston.Hall, Virginia, October 14, 1775. 
Dear Sir: T wrote you in July, a little before my being 
ordered to the Convention, congratulating you upon an 
appointment which gives so much satisfaction to all Ame- 
rica, and afterwards, in August, from Richmond; since 



which I have to acknowledge your favour of the 20th of 
August, which nothing but want of health should have 
prevented my doing sooner, as I shall always think myself 
honoured by your correspondence and friendship. I hint- 
ed to you, in my last, the parties and factions which pre- 
vailed at Richmond. I never was in so disagreeable a 
situation, and almost despaired of a cause which I saw so 
ill conducted. Mere vexation and disgust threw me into 
such an ill state of health, that before the Convention rose, 
I was sometimes near fainting in the House. Since my 
return home, I have had a severe fit of sickness; from which 
1 am now recovering, but am still very weak and low. 

During the first part of the Convention, parties run so 
high that we had frequently no other way of preventing 
improper measures, but by procrastination, urging the pre- 
vious question, and giving men time to reflect. However, 
after some weeks, the babblers were pretty well silenced, 
a few weighty members began to take the lead, several 
wholesome regulations were made, and if the Convention 
had continued to sit a few days longer, I think the publick 
safety would have been as well provided for as our present 
circumstances permit. The Convention, not thinking this 
a time to rehy upon resolves and recommendations only, 
and to give obligatory force to their proceedings, adopted 
the style and form of legislation, changing the word enact 
into ordain ; their ordinances were all introduced in the 
form of bills, were regularly referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and underwent three readings before 
they were passed. I enclose you the ordinance for raising 
an armed force for the defence and protection of this Co- 
lony; it is a little defaced by being handled at our District 
Committee, but it is the only copy 1 had at present by me. 
You will find some little inaccuracies in it, hut, upon the 
whole, I hope it will merit your approbation. The min- 
ute plan, I think, is a wise one, and will, in a short time, 
furnish eight thousand good troops, ready for action, and 
composed of men in whose hands the sword may be safely 
trusted. To defray the expense of the provisions made 
by this ordinance, and to pay the charge of the last year's 
Indian war, we are now emitting the sum of three hun- 
dred and fifty thousand Pounds, in paper currency. I 
have great apprehensions that the large sums in bills of 
credit now issuing all over the Continent may have fatal 
effects in depreciating the value, and therefore opposed 
any suspension of taxation, and urged the necessity of im- 
mediately laying such taxes as the people could bear, to 
sink the sum emitted as soon as possible; but was able 
only to reduce the proposed suspension from three years 
to one. The land and poll tax (the collection of which is 
to commence in June, 1777) will sink fifty thousand Pounds 
per year; and instead of the usual commissions for emitting 
and receiving, the Treasurer is allowed an annual salary of 
six hundred and twenty-five Pounds. Our friend, the Trea- 
surer, was the warmest man in the Convention for imme- 
diately raising a standing army of not less than four thou- 
sand men, upon constant pay. They stood a considerable 
time at three thousand, exclusive of the troops upon the 
western frontiers ; but at the last reading (as you will see 
by the ordinance) were reduced one thousand and twenty 
rank and file. In my opinion, a well judged reduction, not 
only from our inability to furnish at present such a number 
with arms and ammunition, but I think it extremely im- 
prudent to exhaust ourselves before we know when we arc 
to be attacked. The part we have to act at present seems 
to require our laying in good magazines, training our peo- 
ple, and having a good number of them ready for action. 
An ordinance is passed for regulating an annual election of 
members to the Convention and County Committees; for 
encouraging the making saltpetre, sulphur, and gunpow- 
der; for establishing a manufactory of arms, under the 
direction of commissioners ; and for appointing a Commit- 
tee of Safety, consisting of eleven members, for carrying 
the ordinances of the Convention into execution, directing 
the stations of the troops, and calling the Minute Batta- 
lions and draughts from the Militia into service, if neces- 
sary, fcc. 

There is also an ordinance establishing articles for the 
government of the troops, principally taken from those 
drawn up by the Congress, except that about martial law 
upon life and death is more cautiously constituted, and 
brought nearer to the principles of the common law. 
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Many of the principal families are removing from Nor- 
folk, Hampton, York, and Williamsburgh, occasioned by 
the behaviour of Lord Dunmore and the commanders of 
the King's ships and tenders upon this station. 

Whenever your leisure will permit, it will always give 
me the greatest pleasure to be informed of your welfare, 
and to hear what is doing on the great American theatre. 

I most sincerely wish you health and success equal to 
the justice of our cause; and am, with great respect, dear 
Sir, your affectionate and obedient servant, 

His Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. I beg the favour of you to remember me kindly 
to General Lee, and present him my respectful compli- 
ments. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[R.jad October 31, 1775.] 

Ticondcrogri, October 14, 1775. 

Sir: I had just closed my letter of yesterday when I 
had the honour to receive yours of the 9ih, enclosing the 
resolution of Congress of the 14th September, and the 
alarming intelligence contained in yours of the 7th. You 
may recollect, Sir, that early after the meeting of Congress 
1 urged the necessity of securing Hudson's River, and 
assigned my reasons (or it. I have been, and still am, so 
deeply impressed with the necessity of doing it, that I saw 
with chagrin that it has been so long neglected, and 1 
learned with pleasure that a fortification was at last begun 
at Martclaer's Rock ; but that is not the only place that 
ought to be secured ; there are several others, both above 
and below, that ought equally to claim attention, and im- 
mediately too ; for should a body of forces be sent up Hud- 
son's River, and a chain of vessels stationed in all its 
extent, it will undoubtedly greatly distress if not totally 
ruin our cause. The Indians, notwithstanding their de- 
clarations, will, in such a case, in all probability, act against 
us ; the disaffected to our cause gain strength, and many 
others, through fear and the principle of sell-preservation, 
will either be neuter or join our foes. To me, Sir, every 
object, as to importance, sinks almost to nothing when put 
in competition with this of securing Hudson's River. 

1 hope Congress will pardon the freedom with which I 
express myself on this occasion. The danger of such an 
operation on the part of the Ministry is painted in such 
lively colours on my mind, that 1 could not avoid saying 
what I have done. 

I shall immediately transmit to Doctor Stringer your 
resolutions respecting the Hospital. I fear the pay allowed 
to the Mates is too little, and that they will not remain in 
the service. He has now I suppose near two hundred sick 
under his care. 

Soon after my appointment, as I understood that I was 
to have a Brigade Major, provision being made for it, and 
that the appointment lay with me, as one of my suite, I 
appointed Captain Dimon, of Colonel Waterbury's Regi- 
ment, to that office, who has acted in that capacity ever 
since. Should I have erred, I beg Congress to impute it 
to a mistake, and not to any presumption of mine. 

I shall be happy to learn the resolutions of Congress on 
my several letters, which you are so good as to say will 
soon be transmitted me. The bigs containing the six 
thousand three hundred and sixty-four Pounds, Pennsylva- 
nia currency, have been delivered me under seal, by the 
gentlemen to whose charge they were intrusted, and I 
shall forward them to-morrow to General Montgomery. 

I have not heard a word from St. John's since mine of 
yesterday. 1 am still in hopes all will go well there, unless 
a want of ammunition takes place. The Neic-York Con- 
gress have wrote to Connecticut ; what the result of their 
application is, I do not yet know. 

I should be extremely happy if your good wishes (on 
which I return you the most unfeigned thanks) for the res- 
toration of my health were realized; but, unfortunately 
for me, I am so daily weakening by a violent lax and ex- 
treme sweatings at night, that I shall think it necessary to 
send for Doctor Stringer to me, because I neither can 
(consistent with the publick weal) nor will I quit this place 
to go southward until our affairs in Canada are decided. 

General Wooster having ordered a Court-Martial at Fort 
George, of which l was informed only this morning, 



which he by no means had a right to do, and apprehensive, 
from that extraordinary conduct, that he might create diffi- 
culties if he should join the Army under General Mont- 
gomery (from which I cannot dissuade him, nor dare I 
order him to stay, lest the Regiment should refuse to go, 
which he says they would do,) I thought it my indispens- 
able duty to write him a letter, of which the enclosed is 
a copy, and to which I received an answer, copy of which 
you have also enclosed. I have since received letters 
advising me that he has presumed to discharge men of 
Hinman's and Waterbury's Regiments. I assure you, 
Sir, that I feel these insults from a General Officer with 
all that keen sensibility that a man of honour ought ; and I 
should be ashamed to mention them to Congress, but that 
the critical situation of our publick affairs at this period 
require that I should sacrifice a just resentment to them, 
and I would wish to have it remembered that to that cause 
only must be imputed that I have suffered a personal in- 
dignity. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your very obedient humble 
servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., fee. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Ticondcrojf a , October 11, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 6th instant was delivered me 
yesterday. It gives me great satisfaction to learn that you 
have sent me fourteen hundred pounds of powder. It will 
be very welcome, but I fear not sufficient, even with seven 
hundred and fifty which is arrived from Albany. If more 
can be procured, 1 shall hope it will be forwarded without 
delay. My last accounts from St. John's were of the 6th. 
General Montgomery is carrying on his approaches as fa<it 
as the difficulties he hath to struggle with will permit. 
Every species of artillery stores are in some measure 
wanted. The Canadians are not only friendly, but join us 
in considerable numbers, and the garrison of St. John's is 
so completely invested, that not the least succour can be 
thrown in of any kind. I hope soon to give you an account 
of its reduction. 

My disorders have taken such deep root, that I now 
begin to have little hopes of a recovery so as to take an 
active part in the future operations of the campaign. I 
hope, however, that I shall not be obliged to leave this place, 
unhealthy and unfavourable to my recovery as it is, lest 
it should involve General Montgomery in irremediable in- 
conveniency. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, your and the Congress's 
most obliged, obedient, and very humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To Colonel Woodhull, President pro tempore of the New- 
York Provincial Congress, at New- York. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticondcroga, October 14, 1775. 

As I cannot let my dear General remain one moment in 
anxiety, I acknowledge his letter of the 6th, and send this 
by express. Mr. Wooster is the younger Brigadier of the 
two, but lest any uneasiness should be occasioned, I will 
keep him here. 

Mine of the 26th ult., which I hope you have received, 
will inform you where our Army is. You may be assured 
that nothing but a superior force will bring it from thence. 
1 have already despatched the papers you honoured me 
with to General Montgomery ; copy of that I have just now 
received will be sent him to-morrow. 

Fortune is very unkind to me ; a violent flux, which has 
renewed its attack, is reducing me so much, that I begin 
to give over hopes of joining the Army; I hope, how- 
ever, that I shall not be under the necessity of quitting this 
place, where, sick as I am, I can still be of service, 

Be assured, my dear General, that 1 shall do every thin" 
in my power to promote the weal of the glorious cause we 
are embarked in. I feel a conscious inadequacy, which I 
must atone for by assiduity. 

I am, with the most respectful sentiments, your Excel- 
lency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler, 
His Excellency General Washington. 
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GENERAL SULLIVAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Winter Hill, Octobor 14, 1775. 

Much respected Sir: I have reviewed the palefaced 
corps in my Brigade, and find the persons named in the 
enclosed list totally unfit for duty at present, have been so 
for a long time, and are likely to remain so during this 
campaign, except those to whose names I had added a 
quere, whose disorders may possibly be removed before 
the end of this campaign. With respect to those, your 
Excellency will act as your wisdom shall direct. With 
respect to all the others, I beg leave to say that the sooner 
they are discharged the sooner will the Continent be free 
from the unnecessary charge of maintaining them here. 

I am, with respect, your Excellency's most obedient 
servant, John Sullivan. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO COLONEL FARNSWORTH, 

Second Carrying-Place, October 14, 1775. 

Sir: I wrote you on the road here to send forward to 
the great carrying place all the provisions, and for that 
purpose to hire men on the river, well acquainted with set- 
ting up. I have thought proper to write you again, for 
fear my former letter should have miscarried. You will 
hurry on the provisions as fast as possible ; we have now 
about twenty-five days' allowance. Hope before that is 
gone to be in Quebeck. However, I think it necessary to 
have the provisions forwarded on, that our retreat may be 
secured in case of any accident. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, B. Arnold. 

To Colonel Farnsworth. 



EDMUND PENDLETON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Williamsburgh, October 15, 1775. 

Dear Sir: 1 have by express your obliging favour of 
the 5th. We were, in some sort, prepared for the disa- 
greeable intelligence of the small hopes of an accommoda- 
tion, by reports and papers here, intimating the same thing. 
Colonel C'orbin has a letter from a hand, connected in some 
manner with Administration, that the plan was to withdraw- 
all troops, and send men of war and cutters to put a stop to 
all foreign trade, and that with each other, and so starve 
us into submission. If this is the case, perhaps Shuldham 
may not bring troops. Our affairs may, perhaps, take 
another turn, when the Congress Petition and the Virginia 
Representation against Lord Dunmore reaches the people 
there. These furious measures seem to have been sud- 
denly adopted on the arrival of Lady Dunmore, no doubt 
with cargoes of aggravating letters and misrepresentations 
from our hero, and just after some fears of Administration 
respecting the Spaniards were quieted by their loss among 
the Algerines; whatever be our state, I hope we shall 
meet it with fortitude. Had we arms and ammunition, it 
would give vigour to our measures. We hourly hoped to 
hear of the arrival of the necessaries, but now fear we 
shall be defeated. A villain has given Lord Dunmore in- 
formation of it, and he has six or seven tenders flying out 
for it about the capes. What can such a parricide deserve ? 
We have been sitting a month, and yet see no hopes of a 
recess; we are thin, and some present unwell. Colonel 
Thomas is among the healthy. Nine Companies of Re- 
gulars are here, and seem very clever men ; others we 
hear are ready, and only wait to collect arms. Lord Dun- 
more's forces are only one hundred and sixty as yet, in- 
trenched at Gosport, and supported by the ships drawn up 
before that and Norfolk. I have heard of no attempt of 
his, since seizing the printer, and a ship with flour from 
Baltimore, except sending a party to Sleepy Hole in pur- 
suit of some powder we had there, which he missed about 
three hours. Most of the inhabitants of Norfolk, except 
tories, have moved out their families and valuable effects. 
Lord Diinmore, it is said, is much afraid of the riflemen, 
and has all his vessels caulked up on the sides, above 
men's height; however, they may perhaps pay him a visit 
ere long. The good news relative to General Schuyler 
came as a reviving cordial after the other; nothing has 
yet happened more important, in my opinion, than" this 
event, if completed, as I hope it is before now. Pray 



present my affectionate compliments to your worthy bre- 
thren and the ladies. 

I am, with great regard, your affectionate and obedient 
servant, Edmund Pendleton. 

To Richard Henry Lee, Esq., of Virginia, now at Phila- 
delphia. 

NATHAN TAYLOR AND OTHERS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Lake George, Octobor 15, 1775. 

To the honourable Governour and Council of the Colo- 
ny of Connecticut. These are to inform you of our griev- 
ances : 

We, the subscribers, being by orders sent to <SV. John's, 
to drive off the enemy, we were obliged to be encamped 
in low wet ground, swampy, and almost over shoes in mud 
and water; the weather being very cold for the time of 
year, which occasioned us to take great colds and agues, 
which hove us into bloody fluxes, and all kinds of disor- 
ders ; and when our Doctors (of the Connecticut troops) 
thought us unfit for duty, and not like to be any more this 
campaign, we were sent off to Ticonderoga ; and when we 
came there we were viewed by the head Doctor of the 
Continentals ; we were viewed by General Schuyler also, 
and such men as the Doctor returned sick the General 
damned all in heaps, and swore; damned them for their 
sickness, and said he would pay them for it, and said they 
should have but four ounces of fresh meat a day, and a 
gill of rice ; which is now fulfilled on us, your poor suf- 
fering subjects and soldiers. Likewise we are forbidden 
any spirituous liquors of any kind ; and two sentries set at 
the doors, to prevent any friends to bring the least support 
to us. Our daily diet is rice for breakfast and supper, 
and not the least of butter or sugar, nor milk, but the clear 
rice itself; and for dinner about six pounds of mutton, with 
some of the broth, for twenty men, for subsistence, and a 
pound of bread a day, which is all the support we can 
have. And now we humbly beg some relief, if possible. 
The above is what we the subscribers will give oath to, if 
we are called to it, as witness our hands. There are sun- 
dry officers that can attest to the same, and can be pro- 
duced if wanted. 

Nathan Taylor, Serg't. Samuel Spencer, 
Wilson Northrup, Thomas Stevens, 

John Comstock, John Waterbuhy, 

Bill Trowbridge, Serg't. Levi Scribner, 
Giles Mallary, Samuel Bailey, 

Alban Cole, Simeon Tupper, 

Thomas Starr, Jno. Bishop, 

Heth. Peck, Stephen Meeker, 

James Shaw, Luther Baldwin-, 

Eli Rundle, Serg't. Josiah Clark. 

Joseph Booth, 

To Governour Trumbull. 



JOHN GLOVER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Marblehead, October 15, 1775. 

Sir : This will acquaint you the two vessels that the 
Captains Broughton and Selman are to command are 
ready to take the troops on board. The formers for the 
cannon and swivel cartridges I have sent to Col. Burbank. 
Would it not be best that every man be furnished with a 
spear or cutlass, and a pair of pistols, if to be had ? Our 
guns arc very unhandy in boarding. I have procured provi- 
sions for the two vessels, saving four thousand weight of 
bread, which cannot be had here but at the extravagant 
price of thirty-two Shillings per hundred weight. ° 

Captain Selman has his complement of men, to ten 
which, with your Excellency's leave, he will take out of 
the Regiment. Captain Broughton is very unwell, but 
hope it is nothing more than a bad cold which he 'took 
at the time of running his vessel on shore. He has not 
been able to recruit a single man here ; apprehend he 
may get his complement out of the Regiment, with your 
Excellency's leave. 

This morning, six o'clock, saw a ship coming out of 
Boston ; steered her course directly for Marblehead, which 
alarmed the inhabitants very much. She came almost to 
the harbour's mouth, tacked ship, and stood off, where she 
now is, about one or two leagues distance. 
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I communicated to my son your Excellency's intention 
(as handed to me by Colonel Reed) of giving him the 
command of one of the vessels, which he seems much 
pleased with ; hope his conduct will meet your Excellen- 
cy's approbation ; he therefore waits for directions. 

I am, respectfully, your Excellency's most obedient 
humble servant, John Glover. 

To his Excellency Genera! Washington. 



REV. DR. ELEAZER WHEELOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
Dartmouth College, October 15, 1775. 

May it please tour Excellency : Presuming the 
nature and importance of the subject will apologize for this 
interruption, I make bold to propose to you, whether the 
sending an experienced and well accomplished missionary 
into Canada (and if may be in character of chaplain to 
your forces there) may not answer very valuable and good 
purposes at this juncture, viz: to facilitate and effect the 
union of that Colony with the other Colonies ; and in case 
this design of your forces there should be successful, make 
it yet more extensive, by the union of the Indian tribes 
therein, confirm their friendship to these Colonies, as well 
as increase it to this seminary, a«nd lay them under stronger 
bonds, by giving them fresh assurance of the well-being of 
their children with me, and bringing a number more from 
these and (if it may be) from remoter tribes to this school, 
&tc, &c. The Rev. Mr. Ripley, who is now a tutor of 
this college, and has been employed in several missions, 
is well acquainted with and is high in the affection and 
esteem of several of those tribes, and is the most suitable 
man I know, while Mr. Dean is otherwise employed 
among the Six Nations, to be sent on such an errand ; is 
willing to undertake it, provided he may only be supported 
therein. 

And the present course of Providence appears so en- 
couraging, and the prospects of his usefulness therein so 
inviting, that I am near determined to send him as mis- 
sionary af my own risk, as soon as may be. I am sorry 1 
could not have an opportunity for your Excellency's advice 
and direction in the affair, before the season advanced so 
far as to make his delay dangerous. However, if you shall 
approve of it, and think it worthy your encouragement, I 
shall likely have an opportunity to transmit to him, by the 
post, whatever recommendation of the design, or instruc- 
tions, you shall please to give him in the prosecution 
thereof. 

My heart and prayers are with you and for you ; and I 
am, honoured Sir, with much duty and esteem, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

Eleazer Wheelock. 
His Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. I enclose my last Narrative, and shall endea- 
vour to give you an account of occurrences since my last, 
as soon as I am favoured with an opportunity and leisure 
for it. 

GENERAL GAGE TO LORD DARTMOUTH. 

At Sea, October 15, 1775. 

It will give me pleasure, as I think it my duty, to send 
your Lordship every hint or intelligence that can be of use 
at this important crisis ; nor am I disposed to do it in a 
secret manner, as it behooves every man, in such times as 
these, to declare his sentiments openly. People agree, 
now, that there has been a scheme for a revolt from' the 
Mother Country, long conceived, between those who have 
most influence in the American councils, which has been 
preparing the people's minds, by degrees, for events that 
at first view they regarded with horrour and detestation. If 
the Boston Port Bill had not furnished a pretext for rebel- 
lion, something else would have brought it forward. Un- 
fortunately, few could believe it possible for them to pre- 
vail with the people to rise, and to the last the friends of 
Government assured them it was only threats and menaces, 
meant to intimidate. Misfortune has arisen from this in- 
credulity; for the Rebels have been prepared to exercise 
their plan, while the Government, not apprehensive of so 
general a revolt, has been unprepared to oppose it. The 
conduct of the leaders on the 1 9th of April evinced their 



intention to begin hostilities; and had they not commenced 
then, they would only have been deferred. Your Lord- 
ship has a perfect idea of the transactions of that day, 
which were so far unlucky as it put an immediate stop to 
supplies of every kind. Otherwise, our magazines would 
have been better filled. 

I am convinced that the promoters of the rebellion have 
no real desire of peace, unless they have a carte blanche. 
Their whole conduct has been one scene of fallacy, dupli- 
city, and dissimulation, by which they have duped many 
well inclined people. Your Lordship will judge if the last 
petition of the Congress to the King is to be relied upon ; 
and yet we are told that this petition was obtained by the 
most moderate of the members with great difficulty, and 
after very long debate. There has been much heat and 
division in the Congress, and a jealousy of the New-Eng- 
land members ; and I am told it was owing to jealousy that 
Washington was appointed to the command of the Rebel 
Army, in which there is much discontent. Lee is neither 
respected nor esteemed among them, though it is said that 
he is supported by the Boston rulers in opposition to 
Washington; and that he is for making an attack, without 
delay, upon the troops; but that the rest think it too des- 
perate an undertaking. The Rebel forces are well fed, 
but in general ill clothed and badly paid, though paper 
money has been issued to them lately. The credit of the 
paper is now kept up by force, and I* have not heard that 
any plan has been fixed upon to redeem it. 

They give out that they expect peace on their own 
terms, through the inability of Britain to contend with 
them; and it is no wonder that such reports gain credit 
with the people, when letters from England and English 
newspapers give so much encouragement to rebellion. 
Many people are of the opinion that the Rebels will not 
hold together another year; but, though the Country will 
be very greatly distressed, and the people tired of the 
work, I will take the liberty to say, that from their pre- 
sumption, arrogance, and encouragement from England, 
we can rely on nothing but our force to procure even de- 
cent terms of peace; and that if it was ever necessary to 
obtain peace through the means of war, it is highly so in 
the present juncture. I transmit to your Lordship a packet 
of letters that were picked out from a number of papers 
scattered about Cushing's house. They contain no intel- 
ligence of present transactions, but show the nature of the 
correspondence that the two Lees, Dr. Franklin, and 
others, kept up with the leaders of this rebellion. 



COLONEL BENEDICT ARNOLD TO COLONEL ROGER ENOS. 
Third Carrying-Place, October 15, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I forgot to desire you to send on the yoke 
of oxen to Dead River as soon as can be, as I intend 
killing them there for the whole detachment. Your pro- 
posal in regard to Mr. North will be agreeable to me, if it 
is so to the detachment; but I am at a loss whether .they 
will be fond of having an officer introduced, not belonging 
to the detachment. When we arrive at the Dead River, 
will determine that matter, where you will hurry as fast as 
possible. There I design holding a council of war, and 
expect particular advice from Canada. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

B. Arnold, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Enos. 



COLONEL BENEDICT ARNOLD TO COLONEL ROGER ENOS. 
Third Carrying-Place, October 15, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Yours of yesterday wasthismomentdelivered 
to me. I had just wrote you in regard to Mr. North, and 
to forward on the oxen, &c. When I left the carrying 
place, I expected to have found some subaltern unwell, who 
might have been detained with fifteen or twenty men who 
were feeble, and not so well able to proceed, yet capable of 
taking care of the sick, provisions, &c. If none such is sent 
back before you leave the carrying place, you must order 
some subaltern to remain there, and have a batteau at each 
lake. Give him orders to send the sick down, and take par- 
ticular care of the batteaus left behind. The three first 
divisions have twenty-five days' provision, which will carry 
them to Chaudiere Pond and back, where we shall doubt- 
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less have intelligence, and shall be able to proceed or re- 
turn, as shall be thought best. Give the officer who stays 
behind orders to send down the river and secure the bat- 
teaus adrift. 

I am, dear Sir, your humble servant, B. Arnold. 
Colonel Roger Enos. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF WINCHESTER. 

■* Address of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the 
City of Hinchesier, in Guildhall assembled, presented to 
His Majesty by Henry Penton and Lovel Stanhope, Esqrs., 
their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's loyal subjects, the Mayor, Bailiffs, 
and Commonalty of your City of Winchester, in Guildhall 
assembled, impressed with a due sense of your Majesty's 
royal virtues, and of the innumerable blessings we enjoy 
under your mild and auspicious Government, beg leave to 
approach your Majesty with an humble offer of our duty, 
and to express our just abhorrence of the unnatural rebel- 
lion which prevails in many of your Majesty's Colonies 
in America, too successfully fomented by the wicked 
designs of artfuf and ambitious persons in that part of your 
Majesty's dominions, and traitorously abetted by a licen- 
tious and disappointed faction at home. 

It wouhl give your loyal citizens the most inexpressible 
satisfaction to find that the lenient measures adopted during 
the last session of Parliament had so far influenced the 
minds of such of our American fellow-subjects who might 
have been drawn aside from their duty, as to have induced 
them to return again to their obedience, in imitation of 
that conciliatory spirit, of which one part of the Legislature 
had set them an example. 

But, Sire, should neither the moderation which your 
Majesty has ever made the rule of your conduct, nor the 
gentle though necessary interposition of the Legislature, 
operate to recall those deluded persons to a just sense of 
their allegiance, we rely on your Majesty's known firmness 
and magnanimity for the prosecution of such measures as 
may convince all the world that we are not unworthy of 
the blessings we enjoy under such a Prince and such a 
Constitution, but that the supreme legislative authority of 
this Kingdom is able to enforce obedience to itself through- 
, out your Majesty's dominions. 

That your Majesty may long reign over a people as 
conspicuous for their union as they are distinguished by 
their happiness, is the fervent prayer of your loyal citizens. 

In testimony whereof, we have caused our common seal 
to be hereunto affixed, the 16th day of October, in the 
fifteenth year of your Majesty's happy reign over us. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF DUNDEE. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 
of Dundee, presented to His Majesty by Henry Duudas, 
Esq., Lord Advocate in Scotland, and Representative in 
Parliament for Edinburghshire. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Filled with every grateful sentiment at the recollection 
of the many blessings we enjoyed under the mild and benign 
Government of your Majesty's royal progenitors, happy 
with the. continuance and even increase of these blessings 
under this auspicious reign, we, your Majesty's loyal sub- 
jects, the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of" 
Dundee, beg leave to approach the throne with all humili- 
ty, and, at the same time, with that freedom which becomes 
a people whose well founded boast is, that they are sub- 
jects of a Prince the father of his Country, and live under 
the most perfect of human Governments. 

It is with surprise and wonder we have seen, that these 
high and distinguished privileges should have operated 
in so strange a manner on the minds of your Majesty's 
subjects in North- America ; that benignity, clemency, and 
the most sacred regard to our glorious Constitution, on the 
part of your Majesty, should have been returned, by the 
deluded people of that Country, with clamours and com- 
plaints ; and that we should now see them in open rebel- 



lion, disclaiming the authority of the British Legislature, 
which has often so effectually exerted itself in their behalf, 
and saved them from the inevitable ruin that threatened 
them. 

We cannot forbear to express, in the strongest terms, 
our high disapprobation of a rebellion so unnatural and un- 
provoked ; and to profess our inviolable attachment to your 
Majesty's person and Government, and our resolution of 
acting the part of loyal and dutiful subjects on all occasions. 

We can assure your Majesty, that the measures adopted 
in America, evidently with a design to prejudice the com- 
merce of Great Britain, have not in any perceptible degree 
injured the trade of this Town and neighbourhood. 

It is our sincere and ardent wish, that the distractions 
amongst your American subjects may subside, and peace, 
good order, and just dependance upon the Mother Country, 
be again restored, without the further effusion of human 
blood ; but should such pleasing expectations fail, we beg 
leave to express our approbation of vigorous and coer- 
cive measures, and our full conviction that further forbear- 
ance and lenity would be injurious to the honour and 
destructive to the interests of every part of the British 
Empire. And if such measures are adopted, we pray with 
unfeigned earnestness, that the Supreme Disposer of all 
may prosper them, and give your Majesty the glory of re- 
establishing the authority of Great Britain over all her 
Colonies. 

Signed in name and by appointment of the Town 
Council, at Dundee, the 16th of October, 1775. 

Pat. Maxwell, Provost. 



DOVER (KENT COUNTY, DELAWARE) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, October 1G, 1775. 

The Committee of Inspection and Observation, in and 
for Kent County, having met according to appointment, 
Daniel Varnum appeared before this Committee, according 
to special notice, to answer for his, said Varnum's, using 
certain expressions deemed inimical to the welfare and true 
interest of America. 

Whereupon it appearing by evidence, offered to this 
Committee, as well as by said Varnum's own confession, 
that he, the said Daniel Varnum, in speaking of our pre- 
sent troubles, declared, "he had as lief be under a tyran- 
nical King as a tyrannical Commonweatb, especially if the 
d d Presbyterians had the rule of it." 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Daniel Varnum be 
censured for his said unfriendly expression, and be ordered 
to make publick acknowledgments for his said offence. 

By order of the Committee, the following concessions 
were drawn up, approved of, and signed by the said Dan- 
iel Varnum : 

" Being conscious that such language, by me used, (as 
above set forth,) is the language of the worst of enemies to 
America, and that it hath a direct tendency to injure the 
common cause, in which all should be engaged, take this 
publick method of declaring my sorrow for my imprudence 
and folly, and that in future I will pay a strict regard to the 
resolves of the Continental Congress, and rules and direc- 
tions of the Committees of said County, carefully avoiding 
every thing that has the least tendency to violate or con- 
travene the same. .. r -. * r „ 

" Daniel Varnum. 

A true copy of the proceedings : By order of the Com- 
mittee to be published. . r » r .-, 

1 Mark McCall, 

Clerk of the Committee of Inspection. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A MEMBER OF THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS TO HIS FRIEND IN VIRGINIA, DATED 
PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 16, 1775. 

What have I read in the Virginia papers to-day! That 
an officer and thirteen men went into the Town of Norfolk 
at noonday, and took from thence, unopposed, an inhabi- 
tant of the place and the printer's types. Would this have 
been suffered in York? Not whilst there was a single man 
living to defend the poor captive. 0, Sir, did you but 
know what I feel upon this occasion, you would sympathize 
with me. Is it possible, says one, that they would suffer 
such a thing ? Why, you see it is possible, says another, 
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for they have suffered it. Well, says a third, I would not 
have such a disgrace upon my Colony for the whole world. 
Can you conceive a more unhappy state for a man of feel- 
ings? A man who has the honour of his Country at heart? 
1 tell them that the chief of the inhabitants are Tories: 
Then why do you suffer such wretches to stay among you ? 

Ah, why do we suffer them, indeed ! It would not be 
permitted in any other Colony on the Continent, I am con- 
vinced ; but what are we to do ? The bulk of the inhabitants 
of Norfolk is composed of natives of North Britain; and 
all the world knows that the late Virginia Convention 
have expressly exempted those men from the service of 
defending their Country, or, rather, they have granted 
them a privilege of doing all the mischief imaginable to 
the common cause of America. They say it is inhuman, 
it is cruel, it is barbarous, to make them take arms against 
their countrymen. Poor, mean tools of despotism ! Brutus 
condemned his sons to death, because they supported 
tyranny; and Timoleon slew his brother, because he was a 
tyrant ; but if these examples of patriotism are of too old a 
date for them to follow, let them look at many brave men, 
both English and Scotchmen, now on the Continent, who 
have most ardently embarked in the common cause of free- 
dom and mankind. They feel no shocks to humanity, but, 
warmed with the spirit of liberty, are ready to plunge the 
dagger into a tyrant brother. 

It is high time for the Test Act to make its appearance 
among us. It is highly proper that the worthy natives of 
Britain should be distinguished from the others, and that 
every man should have the choice of joining us or not ; 
but it is also reasonable, that those who will not join us 
should be forthwith sent out of the Country; for who can 
trust a man in his neighbourhood whose principles are 
avowedly against the liberties of the people ? It requires no 
great gift of prophecy to foretell, that if such men are suffer- 
ed to live among us, whether natives of North or of South 
Britain, or of our own Country, our plans and operations 
must forever be betrayed, which, in all probability, will 
prove the downfall of Virginia. But there is another rea- 
son for the rapid progress which Lord Dunmore makes in 
and about Norfolk. Without regular forces to support 
them, without Minute-Men, and the Militia but badly arm- 
ed, what are the poor, wretched inhabitants to do? They 
must either submit to the military government of Lord 
Dunmore, or suffer the miseries of imprisonment and the 
loss of property. Five thousand regular forces, with a few 
horse, would have prevented the disgrace of Norfolk and 
Princess Anne, and, perhaps, of the whole lower country. 
Those men are weak politicians who would sacrifice a wide 
extended coast to the mean consideration of saving a little 
publick money. 

Philadelphia, October 25, 1775. 

On Monday morning, the 16th instant, the transport 
ship, Captain Hastings, of London, bound from Boston for 
New-York, with seventeen seamen, a Captain Duncan 
Campbell, a Lieutenant Sims, a recruiting Sergeant and 
fifteen or twenty ragamuffin fellows, that had ran from New- 
York and listed, who acted as marines on board, ran ashore 
on Brigantine Beach, near Bigg Harbour where she is 
lost. The seamen and marines were secured soon after 
their coming on shore, and conducted to this City, where 
the seamen are set at liberty, but the marines are properly 
secured. Captain Campbell, Lieutenant Sims, and one 
Cameron, (who it appears were to land at Netv- York, to 
list what men they could, by large promises of confiscated 
land, which he never could fulfil, get them on board the 
Asia, and then transport them to Boston,) left the ship in 
a small boat, put into a place called Cranberry Inlet, but 
being pursued, were seized on board a sloop in which they 
had taken then - passage for Neiv-York. It is said, before 
they quitted the ship, they threw overboard several pieces 
of cannon belonging to the vessel, sixty muskets, and two 
and a half barrels of powder. The vessel left Boston the 
5th of October, in company with a twenty gun ship and 
one transport, with some troops, bound for Halifax. No 
other ship of war or troops had sailed. General Gage 
was to sail in a day or two, in a merchant ship of sixteen 
guns. The Forty-Eighth and Fiftieth Regiments being 
greatly reduced, the privates are incorporated into other 
Regiments, and their officers going home. The object of 
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Colonel Arnold's expedition was not known at Boston, 
but supposed to be destined .against Halifax. Beef at 
Boston was nine pence sterling per pound, mutton a quar- 
ter of a dollar, and bills of exchange sold at twenty per 
cent, discount. 



JOSEPH SOOY S AFFIDAVIT. 

County of Burlington, Nf.w-Jerset, ss. 

The examination of Joseph Sooy, Jun., of Little Egg 
Harbour, of the County aforesaid, taken on oath, tills 23d 
day of October, 1775, is as follows, viz: 

That on the 16th of this instant October, he was going up 
the Little Egg Harbour River to engage a craft to bring 
him some fire wood, and he perceived a vessel on shore 
on Brigantine Beach; upon which he immediately went 
down to her, and went on board her, inquired of the peo- 
ple on board where she came from ; and was told by a 
person (who he since understands is one Captain Campbell, 
that the ship was from Newcastle-on-Tyne, had very little 
lading in, except ballast; that the said Campbell told him 
they were bound to New-York, and that the day before 
they came on shore, they were by their reckoning seventy 
leagues distant from the land, and upon that account were 
careless, about sounding. That he perceived a great many 
people on board, and inquired what they were ; and wa3 
told they were passengers, coming to settle in America. 
That as none of the people had any regimentals on, and he 
did not perceive any arms or ammunition, he bad no sus- 
picion they were officers or soldiers. And that the said 
Campbell told him he was a part owner of the vessel, and 
wanted to go to New- York, where he had a considerable 
tract of land, and pressed this deponent to assist him in 
procuring a small vessel or vessels, to take what they could 
save out of the wreck; and he promised to do it, and sign- 
ed a letter to one Captain Grant, (which was wrote by a 
person who he since understands to be Lieutenant Sims,) 
desiring the assistance of Grant and his vessel, to help the 
said Campbell to secure his effects, and convey them to 
New-York, firmly believing him to be a distressed mer- 
chant, and not an enemy to this Country. That the said 
Campbell, Sims, and a person who he islnformed is named 
Cameron, went in his boat away from the inlet, with Wil- 
liam Stibbs and Thomas Skinner, without his, the depo- 
nent's, knowledge, privity, or consent, and that he bath not 
received any bribe, hire, or reward, nor hath he the promise 
of any reward whatsoever, from! any person or persons, to 
convey away the said Campbell, Sims, and Cameron, in a 
private or clandestine manner. 



Sworn before 



Joseph Sooy, Jun. 
Joseph Reed, Justice of Peace. 



J. VOUNG TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Albany, October 16, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : Some time about the 28th or 30th of 
July last, General Montgomery gave orders to Captain 
Elisha Phelps, to take care of the sick belonging to the 
Northern forces, and furnish them with such articles as the 
Doctor who attended them might judge necessary; and as 
all that had fallen sick were put under my care, he sent 
them to me as they came, and I have taken care of them 
since that time; and as no hospital had teen provided, Mr. 
Phelps put them into private houses and taverns, where he 
could get them in, at the rate of twelve Shillings per week. 
After some lime, I made application to Col. Van Schaick 
for a place for the sick, who ordered me to take possession 
of the fort for an hospital, which I did upon the 16th of 
August, and have since kept the greatest number of them 
there. Upon the 23d of September I received an order, 
which came from General Schuyler, to make a return of all 
the sick that were in a situation to be removed, to Colonel 
Van Schaick, that they might be sent home ; after which 
time many have returned from the posts above, some dis- 
charged, and some not, unable to pass on, being quite sick, 
and destitute of money. I have advised with Colonel Pah 
Schaick, (who is a very worthy gentleman,) and with the 
Commissaries, who were all of opinion that they should be 
taken care of; which I have done. Notwithstanding all, 
our conduct is found fault with. Mr. Phelps is blamed for 
agreeing with the wagoners for three Pounds ten Shillings, 
to take a load from Albany to the lake, and twelve Shil- 
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lings per week, for the lodging, diet, Stc, of the sick ; 
though I am told that three Pounds ten Shillings has been 
a standing price for riding a" load from Albany to the lake, 
and is paid by the other Commissaries ; and the accustom- 
ed price for the board of a sick person, per week, I well 
know to be from sixteen to twenty Shillings, as I have ino- 
culated many, and never had any boarded under sixteen. 
After what I have said, I need not tell you that I think 
matters_are_ conducted in an uncertain, fluctuating manner. 
f would therefore crave your Honour's particular instruc- 
tions relative to the Connecticut forces that are under my 
care, or that may stand in need of medical aid in passing 
this place. 
T am. Sir, with due respect, your Honour's obedient 

humble servant, T v 

:i::::f ; \JW?iWttfHi ;.■ :. ■--.:■■■ - Jo. Young. 

To the.Hon, Jonathan Trumbull, Esq. 

N. B. General Woosier has left the sick of his Regi- 
ment under my care. 



COLONEL JOSEPH HEED TO COLONEL JOHN GLOVER AND 
STEPIIEN MOYLAN. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 16, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Col. Glover's letter of the 15th inst.came 
safe to hand. Captain Broughton and Captain Selman 
have their orders, and must be immediately despatched. 
The price you mention for bread is monstrous ; but there 
must be no delay. If the flour is not come in from Ports- 
mouth, you must do as well as you can ; but if it is, we 
hope you need not submit to such terms. Let the agent 
take care to reserve a suitable quantity for the vessels, when 
it does arrive. Captain Glover will have the seventh ves- 
sel fitted out, but the General fears he is too young; he 
has agreed to be second in command under Manley, for a 
little time. . .T.he_experience he will gain will enable him 
to take the first command afterwards with more honour. 

I am. Gentlemen, yours, he, 

~ W=7-= Joseph Reed. 

To Col. J. Glover and & Moylan, Esq., Marbtehead. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CAPT. NICHOLSON BROUGHTON. 
[Additional Instructions.] 
----- " Hoad-Quarters, October 16, 1775. 

Sir : The honourable Continental Congress having re- 
ceived intelligence that two north country brigantines, of 
no" force, sailed from England some time ago for Quebeck, 
laden wiih_sjx thousand stands of arms, a large quantity of 
powder, and other stores, you are hereby directed to make 
all possible despatch for the River St. Lawrence, and there 
to take such a station as will best enable you to intercept 
the above yessek...... 

2d, You. are .also, to seize and take any other transports, 
laden with men, ammunition, clothing, or other stores, for 
the use of the Ministerial Army or Navy in America, and 
secure them in such places as may be most safe and con- 
venient.. 

3d. The__Qther armed schooner, named the Lynch, and 
commanded by Captain Selman,is to be under your general 
command ; but you are to advise and concert with him the 
proper station and the proper time to continue this service. 

4th. -_Yoj!_are_to endeavour, if possible, to discover 
whether the above vessels have passed by; if they have, 
you arernot to return, but keep the station as long as the 
season will, admit.. As there is a great probability that 
Quehecjc will .fall .. into our hands in a very short time, it 
may be expected that not only the above ordnance vessels, 
but others from Quebeck and Montreal, may come down 
and fall into qut hands. 

5th. /\s there.jViay be men of war at Newfoundland, 
you areLs&jo conduct as to prevent being discovered by 
them, or. any intelligence given of your station. 

6th. Whatever vessels you may meet, bound in or out 
of the River St. Lawrence, which you have reason to be- 
lieve are in the service of the Ministerial Army, or con- 
veying any stores to them, of provisions, or of any other 
nature, you aro to endeavour to seize, though they should 
not be transports regularly engaged by Government. 

7th. "For your encouragement, and that of the officers 
and men under your command, you will receive one third 



part of the value of any prizes you may take, as well mili- 
tary stores as the hulls of such vessels, nothing being ex- 
cepted but the wearing apparel and private stock of the 
Captains and other officers and passengers of such prizes, 

8th. Should you meet with any vessel, the property of 
the inhabitants of Canada, not employed in any respect in 
the service of the Ministerial Army, you are to treat such 
vessel with all kindness, and by no means suffer them to 
be injured or molested. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To Captain Nicholson Broughton. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CAPTAIN JOHN SELMAN. 

[Additional Instructions.] 

llead.Quarters, October 16, 1775. 

Sir : The honourable Continental Congress having re- 
ceived intelligence that two north country brigantines, of 
no force, sailed from England some time ago, for Quebeck, 
laden with six thousand stands of arms, a large quantity of 
powder, and other stores, you are hereby directed to make 
all possible despatch for the River St. Lawrence, and there 
to take such a station as will best enable you to intercept 
the above vessels. 

2d. You are also to seize and take any other transports 
laden with arms, ammunition, clothing, or other stores, for 
the use of the Ministerial Army or Navy in America, and 
secure them in such places as may be most safe and con- 
venient. 

3d. You are to consider Captain Broughton as your 
Commodore, and to keep company with him till you arrive 
at the proper station. You are to consult together upon 
the proper places to cruise, your signals, &c, and to agree 
upon the proper time to continue this service. 

4th. You are to endeavour, if possible, to discover 
whether the above vessels have passed by ; if they have, 
you are not to return, but keep the station as long as the 
season will admit. As there is a great probability that 
Quebeck will fall into our hands in a very short time, it 
may be expected that not only the above ordnance vessels, 
but others from Quebeck and Montreal, may come down 
and fall into pur hands. 

5th. As there may be men of war at Newfoundland, 
you are so to conduct as to prevent being discovered by 
them, or any intelligence given of your station. 

6th. Whatever vessels you may meet, bound in or out 
of the River St. Lawrence, which you have reason to be- 
lieve are in the service of the Ministerial Army, or con- 
veying any stores to them of provisions, or of any other 
nature, you are to endeavour to seize, though they should 
not be transports regularly engaged by Government. 

7th. For your encouragement, and that of the officers 
and men under your command, you will receive one third 
part of the value of any prizes you may take, as well mili- 
tary stores as the hulls of such vessels, nothing being ex- 
cepted but the wearing apparel and private stock of the 
Captain, other officers, and passengers of such prizes, 

8th. Should you meet with any vessel, the property of 
the inhabitants of Canada, not employed in any respect in 
the service of the Ministerial Army, you are to treat such 
vessel with all kindness, and by no means suffer them to 
be injured or molested. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c, George Washington. 

To Captain John Selman. 



GENERAL GREENE TO GOVERNOUR WARD. 

Prospect-Hill, October 16, 1775. 

It gives me great pleasure to hear that the troops from 
Rhode-Island stand as high in publick esteem as the troops 
of the neighbouring Colonies. I have spared no pains, 
night or day, to teach them their duty. How far I have 
succeeded, I leave to his Excellency to.say. Col. Varnum 
and Col. Hitchcock are excellent disciplinarians, ..... 
knows nothing about it, and never will. 

With regard to paying the troops part of their wages, 
and the Committee part, it will be productive of a multi- 
tude of inconveniences. The Colonels sm retain part of 
their wages for their families at home-;- the people may 
give orders to those who supply their fajniiies, to receive 
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it. This will give less dissatisfaction, and answer every 
salutary purpose. A man from each Town or County may 
undertake to supply the families of those that are engaged 
in the Army. The Colonels are the best judges of the 
prudence and good economy of their soldiers ; those who 
behave well, and make a prudent use of their money, want 
no agent, for they will receive monthly payments, and such 
parts as they can spare for the support of their families 
can easily be conveyed home. As the troops are consi- 
dered Continental, and not Colonial, there must be some 
systematical plan for their payment, without any reference 
to any particular Colonies ; otherwise, they will be partly 
Continental and part Colonial. 

His Excellency has a great desire to banish every idea 
of local attachments. It is next to impossible to unhinge 
the prejudices that people have for places and things which 
they have long been connected with. But the fewer of 
those_ local attachments which discover themselves in our 
plan for establishing the Army, the more satisfactory it must 
be to the Southern people. For my part, I feel the cause, 
and not the place. I would as soon go to Virginia as stay 
here. I can assure the gentlemen to the southward, that 
there couTcT not be any thing more abhorrent to . . . . , 
than an union of these Colonies for the purpose of conquer- 
ing those of the South. 

The pay and provision of the troops cannot be lowered 
at present ; they do not feel themselves under a necessity 
to enter the service for the support of themselves and fami- 
lies, and, therefore, would refuse to enlist again. This 
might produce a recess at the termination of their present 
enlistment, which would be dangerous to the liberties of 
America. At some future period, if the people are obliged 
to resort to the Army for employment, such a measure 
might be prudent and practical, but by no means at pre- 
sent. 

The Committee from the Congress arrived last evening, 
and I had the honour to be introduced to that very great 
man, Doctor Franklin, whom 1 viewed with silent admi- 
ration during the whole evening. Attention watched his 
lipsTrmd conviction closed his periods. Colonel Harris is 
a very facetious, good humoured, sensible, spirited gentle- 
man ; he appears to be calculated for military employment. 
Mr. Lynch was much fatigued, and said but little, but ap- 
peared sensible in his inquiries and observations. You may 
depend upon our paying the gentlemen every mark of re- 
spect and attention during their stay. 

I had the pleasure to hear from your son, Samuel, the 
26th of September; he was at Fort Western; just going to 
set oft" on their journey, all in health and good spirits. I 
had the same apprehensions with regard to Samuel's health 
and strength to endure the fatigues of such a campaign, as 
you had. I advised him to decline it ; but the heat of 
youth, and the thirst of glory, surmounted every obstacle, 
and rendered reasoning vain, and persuasion fruitless. Col. 
Christopher Greene is gone with him ; his going made me 
the more readily consent to your son's going. I gave the 
Colonel a particular charge to lend him a helping hand in 
every case of difficulty, and he promised that his aid never 
should be wanting. 

By several letters from Quebeck, things wear a promis- 
ing appearance there. If the expedition succeeds, and we 
get possession of Canada, we shall effectually shut the back 
door against them ; and I make no doubt of keeping them 
from entering at the front. You may depend on my influ- 
ence to obtain Charles a commission in the new establish- 
ment. 



cumbent upon us to express our sense of the blessings we 
enjoy under your Majesty's mild and constitutional Gov- 
ernment ; and, at the same time, to declare our abhorrence 
of the unnatural rebellion of our deluded fellow-subjects in 
America, which, we apprehend, is encouraged and foment- 
ed by several discontented and turbulent persons at home. 

Permit us, therefore, to express our earnest wishes, that 
the measures adopted by the wisdom of the Nation may 
be vigorously prosecuted by your Majesty, till faction and 
rebellion are brought to yield due obedience to the decrees 
of the Legislature, without which our invaluable Govern- 
ment can never be said to subsist ; and we beg leave to 
assure your Majesty, that, in support of such measures, we 
are ready to risk our lives and fortunes. 

Signed in name, presence, and by appointment of the 
meeting. Robert Campbell, Prases. 

Inyerary, October 17, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH AND TOWN OF ARUNDEL. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Inhabitants of the 
Borough and Town of Arundel, in the County of Sussex, 
presented to His Majesty by George Lewis Ncwnham, 
Esq., one of their Representatives in Parliament. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and In- 
habitants .of the Borough and Town of Arundel. 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful andjoyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Inhabitants of theBorough and Town 
of Arundel, impressed with the liveliest sense of the bless- 
ings we have enjoyed during your mild and equitable reign, 
and struck with horrour at the unnatural and daring rebellion 
into which your Majesty's infatuated American Colonies 
have suffered themselves to be deluded, respectfully beg 
leave to approach the throne, with the warmest assurances 
of our fidelity and allegiance. ------ 

At a time when your Majesty's sovereign rights, the 
authority of Parliament, and the natural ties which ought to 
bind your Majesty's extensive Dominionsin a band of union, 
are traitorously set at naught, it becomes the du ty of all good 
subjects to vie with each other in supporting the dignity of 
the throne and the Legislature of Great Brilain, with their 
lives and fortunes. 

We therefore, with all humility, assure your Majesty, 
that though many corporate Towns may surpass this Bo- 
rough in point of opulence, none can surpass it in steady 
ana determined attachment to your royal person, in zeal 
for the Constitution, or in wishes that jheCrown of these 
realms may be transmitted, undiminished in lustre or in 
power, to the latest descendants of a. King who has paid 
so just and equal an attention to the laws of the land, to 
the prerogatives of the Crown, and to the liberties and 
happiness of his people. 

Given under the common seal of Arundel, and signed 
by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Inhabitants, this 17th day of 
October, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE FREEHOLDERS OF THE SHIRE OF 
ARGTLE. 

Address of the Freeholders of the Shire of Argyle, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Colonel Livingston, their Re- 
presentative in Parliament. 

To the King. 

The humble Address of the Freeholders of the Sliit'e of 
Argyle. 
We, whose predecessors suffered early and greatly in the 
cause of liberty, and who are persuaded it is our greatest 
interest, as well as honour and duty, on every proper oc- 
casion, to exert ourselves in its defence, judge it now in- 



ADDRESS OF THE MAGISTRATES AND INHABITANTS OF THE 
ISLAND OF GUERNSEY.; 

Address of the Lieutenant-Governour, the Bailiff and 
Jurats of the Royal Court, the Dean And Clergy, and 
other principal Inhabitants of the Island of Guernsey, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by the Right Honourable Sir Jeffery 
Amherst, Knight of the Bath. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Lieutenant-Governour, the Bailiff and Jurats of your Ma- 
jesty's Royal Court, the Dean and Clergy, and other prin- 
cipal Inhabitants of your Majesty's Tsland of Guernsey, 
impressed with the deepest concern to see so great a part 
of our fellow-subjects in your extensive Dominions of 
North- America, so far deluded and lost to the sense of a 
just and legal dependance on your Majesty's auspicious 
Government, as to forego, by an unwarraTitatjIe and crimi- 
nal resistance to the constitutional legislative authority of 
your realms, that prosperity and happiness which they, in 
common with your Majesty's subjects in Europe, so fully 
enjoyed, humbly beg leave to assure youT sacfid Majesty, 
that however we may be moved, by sentiments of humanity, 
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to lament their folly and blindness, wc shall ever abhor 
and detest such atrocious attempts to subvert, under your 
auspicious sway, the mildest and best of Governments. 

The wisdom and justice of your Majesty's counsels, ever 
since your Majesty's happy accession to the throne, have 
been so conspicuous, that we look forward with confidence 
and well-grounded hopes, that the same just, prudent, and 
vigorous measures which have so happily distinguished 
your Majesty's reign, on the most difficult occasions, will, 
on this, bring the seditious and rebellious chiefs, and their 
adherents, to a peaceable and dutiful submission ; teach 
them thata jtaj^e ofjnd ependence is a stale of anarchy and 
C Ot) fus ion, and therefore full of calamities ; that their own 
andjCountry*s importance and prosperity solely depend on 
the protection ot^Grcat Britain; that to leave them to 
• henTselvej w^ujijie leaving them, as in the times of an- 
cient unsettled States, a prey to their own civil broils, and 
the victims of wicked and ambitious men ; that to return 
to their allegiance to your Majesty, and due submission to 
the laws, is their only happiness, and their only title to 
your Majesty's clemency. May your Majesty, by their 
unfeigned repentance, and sincere return to their duty and 
loyalty, soon liave occasion to exert, in their favour, that 
benign appanage of royal authority, and which your Ma- 
jesty has at all times so cheerfully extended to the impru- 
dent and unfortunate. 

But astJif ._attajnrnent of that desirable end must be 
much accelerated T>y the Tiearty concurrence of your faith- 
ful subjects at home, to the wisdom of your Majesty's mea- 
sures, we deem it our indispensable duty, in so important a 
circumstance, humbly to assure your Majesty of our fidelity 
and loyalty to your Majesty, and of our zeal, affection, and 
firm attachment to your royal person, family, and Govern- 
ment, in support of which we shall ever be ready to sac- 
rifice_every thing we hold most dear. 

That your Majesty may long reign over a free, dutiful, 
andliappy people, and that your royal sceptre may regu- 
larly descend to your august line, to the end of time, is the 
sincere prayer of, may it please your sacred Majesty, your 
Majesty's most dutiful and most faithful subjects. 

, Paulus ./Emilius Irving, John WAUGH,Zaee Lieut. 

rtfe 'Lieut. Governour. 






s -"!tVilg.Le Marchant 

Bailiff'. 
Law. Fiott, 
i5 Daniel De Lisle, 
; J. G. St. George, 

D. L. Mare, 
Charles Andros, 

. R. De. Be avoir, 
; Nicholas Dobree, 
Nich. Reserson, 
Peter De Jersey, __ 
Hirzel Le Marchant, 

King's Procuror. 
Peter Coutart, King's 
Delegate Comptroller. 
Jean Gosselin, Prevot 

du Roi. 
Josh. Gosselin, Grejfter. 
J. Moullin, Serjeant. 

E. Crespin, Dean. 
Jean Godefroy, Recteur 
' de Si. Sauveur. 
Joshua Le Marchant, 

Chaplain of the Island 
and Garrison. 
Isaac Vallat, Recteur 

is, th §I-£isznf,d. i i Bois. 

CrOUNON TJe PrADON, 

Recteur de_St.Avdri. 
Fran. Pepin, Ministre. 
J. C. Kernel, Ministre. 
R. IVlARTiNEAUjMimVfre. 
Emeric De St. Palmas, 

Ministre. 
Wm. Dobree, Cleric. 
James De Havillant), 

Lieut, in the Navy. 
John TRivoire, 
Guernsey, October 17, 1775. 



of6lst Regiment. 
Rob't Porret Le Mar- 
chant. 
James Hubert, Jun., 
George Lefebvre, Col. 
John Le Mesuhteh, 

Col. of the Blue. 
John Carey, Jun., 
John La Serre, 
Peter Dobree, 
Thomas Smith, Captain 

of Invalids. 
James Nairn, Lieut. 
William Reade, Lieut. 
James Adear, Lieut. 
J. Jenkinson, Ensign. 
Thomas Carey, 
John Cornelius, 
Peter Hubert, 
Thomas Andros, 
Solomon Lauga, 
Peter Le Cocq, 
William Coutart, 
John Le Marchant, 

Lieutenant- Colonel. 
Thos. Le Marchant, 

Lieutenant- Colonel of 

, fhe Red. 

Elisha Le Marchant, 
John George Harris, 

King's Receiver- Gin 'I. 
William Brock, 
Daniel Watkins, 
Henry.Brock, 
Peter Bonamy, 
Nicholas De Lisle, 
William Le Mesurier, 
John Bolger. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday, October 17, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present : 

Mr. Cloppor, Mr. Lispenard, Mr. Van Zandt, 

Mr. Bleecker, Mr. Smith, Mr. Abeel, 

Mr. Ray, Mr. McDougall, Mr. Lispenard, 

Mr. Whito, Mr. Curtenius, Mr. Bancker, 

Mr. Hyer, Mr. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Bicker, 

Mr. Van Home, Mr. Lott, Mr. Buchannan, 

Mr. John B. Moore, Mr. Woodward, Colonel Laeher, 

Mr. Totten, Mr. Tempkton, Mr. Walton, 

Mr. Duyckinck, Mr. Pell, Mr. Beekman, 

Mr. Goelet, Mr. C. P. Low, Mr. Marston, 

Mr. Miller, Mr. Brower, Mr. .Norwood, 

Mr. Denning, Mr. Verplanck, Mr. Mulligan, 

Mr. BrinckerhofF, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Roome, 

Mr. Dunscomb, Mr. Duryee, Mr. Bogart, 

Mr. Clarkson, Mr. Desbrosses, Mr. I. Low, 

Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Kissnm, William W. Ludlow, 

Mr. Bull, Mr. Burling, Garret Kettletaa, 

Mr. Berrian, Mr. Basnett, Gabriel W. Ludlow. 
Mr. Irnlay, 

His Worship the Mayor of this City produced a" Let- 
ter from Governour Tryon, which having been read and 
considered, 

Ordered, That Benjamin Kissam, Colonel McDougall, 
Samuel Verplanck, and Isaac Low, be a Committee for 
drawing an answer to the said Letter. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL "CONGRESS.* 
[Read October 23, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, at New-York, October 17, 1775. 

Sir : We have used all possible despatch to complete 
the fortifications on Hudson's River, and we expect they 
will be in such forwardness, in about six weelts, as to have 
most of the cannon mounted. 

The Commissioners have been directeoL to^ make the 
necessary inquiries respecting the other small batteries, 
and the obstructing the navigation of Hudson's River, men- 
tioned by Congress in the order of the 7th inst., to which 
due attention shall be paid. 

We are of opinion that four Companies of Matrosses, 
consisting of at least eighty men each, will be wanted to 
occupy these forts when completed, and that one Company, 
at least, should be immediately raised, that we may, in time, 
have men properly trained to the use of cannon, as the 
utility of our fortifications will much depend upon it. 

We are, most respectfully, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servants. By order: 

Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, President, &c. 

[Enclosed in the foregoing Letter.] 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 17, 1775. 

Your Committee report that they have perused all the 
resolutions of the Continental Congress, (which more im- 
mediately respect this Colony,) from the 18th Maylo the 
7th instant, and find that the resolution relative to salt- 
petre and brimstone hath not been fully complied with, 
and therefore do report it as their opinion— 

1st. That all the brimstone and sulphur In this City, not 
exceeding twenty tons, (except about two tons, to be re- 
served for the use of vessels,) be purchased aiicTdeposited, 
with all convenient despatch, at some secure place near 
the powder-mills, in this Colony, under the care of the 
respective Committee of the County or District where the 
mills are. 

2d. That a letter be written to the respective Colonels 
of the Militia and Minute-Men in this Colony, requesting 
them to appoint, and notify to their respective Regiments, 
some convenient place of rendezvous, where they are to 
muster, completely equipped, upon any publick alarm, and 
to remain till marching orders shall be received by their 
respective Colonels or commanding officers; and that the 
Colonels be desired to acquaint this Congress of the places 
they shall so respectively appoint for that purpose. 

3d. That in order to give a general alarm throughout 
the Colony, in case of invasion, and for the purpose of 
mustering the Regiments aforesaid, that beacons be erect- 
ed at convenient places and distances throughout the Co- 
lony, and|Where convenient places cannot be found to erect 
beacons, that cannon be fixed instead of them; and that 
some fit person be employed, under the direciioji and with 
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the advice of the several County Committees, to make 
proper arrangement of this business, and to report thereon 
to the Congress. 

4th. And for the purpose of conveying intelligence, in 
case of invasion, your Committee report that it be recom- 
mended to the several County Committees, in this Colony, 
to appoint and engage some one or more of their own body, 
whose place of residence shall be convenient for the pur- 
pose, or any other discreet person or persons, who shall 
live on or near the most publick roads that lead from New- 
York through their respective Counties, to have a person 
and horse in readiness to forward intelligence in case of in- 
vasion ; and that the Committee fix the several stages, in 
their respective Counties, from ten to about fifteen miles 
distance, and make return thereof to the Congress, with 
the names and places of abode of the persons to be em- 
ployed as aforesaid. 

5th. That a letter be written to the Commissioners ap- 
pointed for erecting a battery on the banks of Hudson's 
River, requesting them to examine whether it is practicable 
lo obstruct the navigation of Hudson's River, between this 
City and the said battery; and if so, in what place and 
how, and that they report thereon with all convenient 
speed ; and that the said Commissioners be also desired to 
report whether there are any other places on Hudson's 
River where small batteries may be erected, so as to annoy 
the enemy in their passage ; and, particularly, whether the 
point on the west shore, a little above Verplanck's Point, 
and at or near Moore's house, would not be proper places 
for that purpose ; and that they be requested to report to 
this Congress, with all convenient speed, such places as 
they shall think may be advantageously fortified, with an 
estimate of the expense, and an account of the number and 
weight of ordnance that will be wanting, and when, in 
their opinion, the work could be completed. 

6th. Your Committee further report that it is their 
opimori that lour Companies of Matrosses, consisting of 
eighty men each, will be necessary to occupy the forts on 
Hudson's River, when completed, and that one Company 
at least should be immediately enlisted for that purpose, 
and that it will be proper to write to the Continental Con- 
gress for their direction on the subject. 

7th. That a copy of the Continental resolution of the 
7th instant, together with a copy of such parts of this Re- 
port as respects the said resolution, be sent to the Assem- 
bly of Connecticut and the Provincial Congress of New- 
Jersey, together with a letter on the subject of conveying 
intelligence in cases of invasion, and of receiving assistance 
when necessary. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee in their said Report. 

A true copy: John McKesson, Secretary. 



TIELD-OFFICERS OF THE MILITIA OF DUTCHESS COUNTY, 
NEW-YORK. 

Colonel, Petrus Ten Broeck; Lieutenant-Colonel, Mor- 
ris Graham; Majors, Simon West/all, Jonathan London ; 
Adjutant, William Stuart; Quartermaster, Hendrick Van 
Iloevenburgh. 

Colonel, Tobias Stoutenburgh ; Lieut. Colonel, John 
Frere; Majors, Robert Hoffman, Benjamin De la Vcrgne; 
Adjutant, John Carpenter ; Quartermaster, John Ringley. 

Colonel, David ' Souther land ; Lieut. Colonel, Roswell 
Hopkins; Majors, Simon Cook, Rich'd De Cantolou ; Ad- 
jutant, Joseph Carpenter; Quartermaster, Dan'l Shepherd. 

Colonel, Dirck Brinckerhoff; Lieut. Colonel, Abra- 
ham Brinckerhoff; Majors, Daniel Ter Boss, Richard 
Van Wyck; Adjutant, Thomas Storm; Quartermaster, 
Adrian Brinckerhoff. 

Colonel, William Humphrey; Lieut. Colonel, James 
Vandenburgh ; Majors, Benja. Birdsall, Morris Place; 
Adjutant, Ebenezer Cary; Quartermaster, Chas. Piatt. 



JOHN HUNTER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

The following plan, for establishing a Linen Manufac- 
tory, is humbly presented to the honourable the Provincial 
Congress. 

It is necessaTy to point out to your Honours the neces- 
sity and utility there is, at present, for establishing a linen 



manufactory; and as I have been carefully instructed in 
every branch of the linen manufactory, from the sowing of 
the flax seed until it is fit for the wearer, and I am so fully 
convinced that manufactories, under proper directions, can 
be carried on in this Country, with equal advantage to that 
of any part of the world, from a variety of reasons, which, 
if necessary, I will explain, I have already drawn out a 
plan which I have shown to a number of gentlemen, who all 
approve much of the scheme, and have already subscribed 
as adventurers in it. Some of your Honours, from a prin- 
ciple of publick spirit, have informed me that they could 
wish such a manufactory could be carried on in such an 
extensive manner as to employ a number of our industrious 
poor, and have requested of me to furnish your Honours 
with an estimate of said manufactory. First, I would pro- 
pose that the sum of two thousand Pounds should be ap- 
plied to the carrying on a manufactory of linens, cottons, 
and sewing threads, and coarse sheetings made of hemp ; 
that a treasurer shall be appointed, and four or more gen- 
tlemen, who shall serve gratis, to inspect and inquire into 
the state of the manufactory, a clerk to keep the books, 
and give out the flax to the spinners; the treasurer is not 
to pay any money without a written order from one of the 
managers. As I am fully convinced that this manufactory 
may be carried on to advantage, and the profits, which 
appear by the annexed estimate, being rather under than 
over, I will undertake to conduct the whole manufactory 
on receiving one-half of the profits which arise from the 
two thousand Pounds. I beg your Honours vvilPbe as 
speedy as possible in coming to a determination, that I may 
know whether to relinquish my other scheme or not. 

I am, with respect, Gentlemen, your most humble ser- 
vant > John Hunter. 

Estimate. £ to be appropriated by the Congress to 

the purpose of setting up manufactories of linen, woollen, 
&c., in the Province. This money to be repaid (if repaid 
at all) by a lottery; let the profits of the manufactories be 
applied to publick services. It will not do to repay the 

£ with the money arising from the sale of the goods, 

because this will very soon put an end to manufacturing. 

To carry on the business properly, it will be necessary 
to have a number of Inspectors or Superintendents, whose 
business should be to see the raw materials and the manu- 
factures properly taken care of, and to inspect the Trea- 
surer's and Clerk's accounts, and see that nothing is em- 
bezzled, or carelessly destroyed or wasted. 

The Treasurer should not be allowed to pay any money 
except for accounts or orders, signed by the Clerk and 
countersigned by at least one of the Inspector?. 

The department of the Clerk should be to receive and 
deliver out raw materials and manufactures, to have the 
care and keeping of both, and to keep exact accounts of 
the disbursements and receipts of the manufactory. For 
these purposes he will need an assistant ; and as the Clerk's 
office will be burdensome, he should be allowed, besides 
an assistant, a compensation for his trouble. 

The work to be done at the manufacturers' houses. 



G0VEKN0UR TRUMBULL TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 25, 1775.] 

New-Haven, October 17, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 5th instant came safe to hand 
the 9th, by express. Pursuant to the desire of Congress, 
gave the necessary orders for our largest vessel (which was 
the only one we had any way suitable for the purpose) 
to sail immediately on the proposed cruise ; but am sorry 
to inform you that on attempting further to prepare for the 
voyage, find the vessel not in a condition to proceed on 
that service, and wholly out of my power, after the utmost 
endeavours, to comply with the desire of the Congress, in 
this respect, with such despatch as may be of any ser- 
vice, which gives me great uneasiness. Goyernour Cooke 
acquaints me, also, that their only vessel fit for this duty is 
absent upon a cruise. I am advised, however, by Gene- 
ral Washington, that two vessels from Massachusetts- Bay 
are ordered on this service. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Jonathan Tiiumbull. 

Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 
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'TOSlriTtTliraiJWCAPTA-lS ET-TfHXI M BOW EN, J UN . 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October IT, 1775. 

- Silt: Your lette r, without date, is just come to hand. 
Captain Martindale will deliver you this, with whom you 
can consul^ on the proper guns to (it Adams's schooner out. 
He is going down to fit out, with your assistance, a schooner 
belonging three-quarters to George Ewing, and one-quarter 
to Captain Wormwell, provided you can agree with Worm- 
well. Martindale is to command, but Wormivell may sail 
as master, if he chooses. This vessel is highly recom- 
mended here ^ but you must make proper inquiries about 
her, and act accordingly. IF it is absolutely necessary to 
procure proper guns at Providence and Bristol, you must 
go; but we have always found that when gentlemen, sent 
upon this business, go among their friends, they are apt to 
stay too long, and are induced to favour their friends in 
such articles as may be wanted, so as to delay the business. 
I therefore think it necessary to give you this caution. 
Enclosed are Mr. Watson's instructions, which you will 
please to deliver him. Pray consider that after _ the guns 
"ate" p*i'oc*u:"f ed , tine ammunition is to be provided; and no 
e&rtndges can be marie till you send formers, unless ammu- 
nition is to be procured there. You will also please to bear 
in mind that our situation, as to powder, does not admit 
these vessels being fitted out at all points, nor will the time 
admit. Captain Martindale having been used to have a 
vessel where nothing was wanted, 1 fear will not make 
suitable allowances. \( Wormwell' s vessel should not be 
found to answer, or cannot be had but upon such terms as 
you do not choose to comply with, and there is another 
there, you may take her. Let the good of the publick di- 
rect you, and that only. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, J. Reed. 

To Captain Ephraim Bowen, Jun., Plymouth. 

P. S- Captain Adams does not go Captain, but has my 
pfoVriiseio "go" master, if he chooses. We send a Cap- 
tain from hence. 



.: COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

' [Instructions as Agent for Prizes.] 

Head-Quarters, October 17, 1775. 

Sir: You, being recommended to his Excellency as a 
proper person to transact the business of the several anned 
vessels fitted out of Plymouth, at the Continental expense, 
will be pleased to consider the following as your instruc- 
tions : 

1st. That you immediately lay in provision, on the best 
terms, for the vessels now fitting or to be hereafter fitted, 
of such^ articles only as are allowed in the Continental 
Army, and in the same proportion as per enclosed paper, 
or as' hear' as/possible. 

2d. When no special order to the contrary, yon are 
never to put more than one month's provision in each 
vessel, for fifty men, officers included. 

3d. In making up your accounts, you are to remember 
that the original bills or invoices are (o be sent as vouchers. 
That your own account is to be general, and at the bottom 
an affidavit of the justice of your account. This is not 
done from any jealousy or suspicion, but that the utmost 
satisfaction may be given the Country, and that all agents 
may be on the same fooling. 

4th. That in case any prizes are taken and sent into 
Plymouth, you are immediately to inform yourself of the 
quality and value of the cargo, vessel, &tc, as well as you 
can, from papers, and send it up to the General. You are 
then to wait for further directions. If the officers and 
men appoint an agent for their one-third, you are to permit 
him also to have a copy of all papers necessary to ascer- 
tain the cargo, and, when the vessel is discharged, give 
him a true copy of the cargo. 

5th. All military stores belonging to the Continent, and 
the hulls of ajl vessels so deemed, that they may be ap- 
plied to the Continental service if necessary. 

*§th : WhateveLadvige you at any time have of the ves- 
sels, that is material, you will send up here by suitable 
opportunities. 

7th. As there are other vessels cruising besides those 
fitted out at Plymouth, you are to consider yourself as agent 
for all vessels fitted out at the Continental expense, who 



shall have occasion for necessaries at Plymouth, or may 
send any prizes into that port. 

8th. You will endeavour to lay in every thing on the 
best terms, and send your opinion as to the disposal of 
cargoes at your place or elsewhere, in which it is hoped 
you will not be influenced by interest, as it is intended so 
to regulate the sale of cargoes as to make them most ad- 
vantageous to the publick, and suitable compensation, in all 
cases, made to the agents. 

9th. Your commissions will be regulated by the agree- 
ments made at Marblehead and Salem for the same ser- 
vices. 

10th. In case of any irregularity, misconduct, or negli- 
gence, in the officers of any vessel, you are desired to give 
immediate information to the General. 

11th. You are now, and at all times, to use all possible 
despatch, and not permit the vessels, when equipped, to 
remain in port. 

By order of his Excellency General Washington. 

To William Watson, Esquire. Jl Reed ' &«■«""?• 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO COLONEL JOHN GLOVER. 
Head-Quarters, October 17, 1775. 

Sir: We learn, with a good deal of concern, that there 
is no probability of the vessels being got away for several 
days, and that, in all appearance, the remainder of the 
vessels, besides Captain Broughton and Captain Selman, 
will not be ready these two weeks, to which the long delay 
already, and frequent disappointment, makes us give some 
credit. The General is much dissatisfied, and cannot but 
think a desire to secure particular friends or particular in- 
terests does ;ii)ingle in the management of these vessels. 
The number of workmen, we are told, is considerable, and, 
in short, it is said, in plain terms, that it will be made a 
job of. I thought it proper to mention to you what has 
been said ; and at all events, unless you engage that the 
vessels, which are to je main at and about Uape Ann and 
that coast, shall be ready in five days, one must be crot at 
TStipbwyport, as I cannot but think, from alT we hear, that 
it would expedite this business to have_one vessel out from 
thence. Six transports came into Boston_ yesterday. If 
bur cruisers find themselves watched" at Marblehead and 
Cape Ann, they must run out in the night and cruise 
farther off. Should they take any prizes, they must send 
them to Plymouth, or some other Town on that coast. We 
are told that our vessels make a practice of running in every 
night when they have been out, and the men come on 
shore. This must be rectified. Captain Manley is to have 
one of the vessels left for the coast about Cape Ann. Gene- 
ral Sullivan's Captain will have anotlier. ^ioTiTo/'s vessel 
will be manned from your Regiment. 1 have said so much 
upon despatch that I need say no more than that if they 
are not soon at sea, we shall heartily repent it was ever 
undertaken. 

I this morning paid Major Lee sixty Dollars for Captain 
Broughton, forty for your son, and thirty for the Third 
Lieutenant, as a compliment from Captain Langdon for 
retaking his vessel. The men behaved so ill that nothing 
could be allowed them. 

I am, Sir, your very humble. servant, J. Reed. 

To Colonel John Glover, Marblehead. 



SAMUEL GOODWIN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Pownalborough, October 17, 1775. 

Sir: According to your Excellency's verbal orders, by- 
Colonel Benedict Arnold, I supplied him with a T>lan of 
the sea-coast, from Cape Elizabeth to Penobscot, and the 
River Kennebeck to the several heads thereof, and the 
several carrying places to Ammeguntick Pond and Chau- 
diere River, (which Ammeguntick empties inlo said Chau- 
diere River, which Chaudiere empties into the River St. 
Lawrence, about four miles above Quebeck,) and the passes 
and carrying places \oQuebeck; and also made several small 
plans for each department, for their guide ; and "also gave 
him a copy of a journal which represented all the quick 
water and carrying places to and from Quebcck, both ways, 
viz: east and west ; the west is the way to go, and the" east 
to come;. Sir, if there was a road cut, it would be much 
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easier carrying an army and provisions, and would shorten 
the way much ; and then you might have a post to pass 
once a week or ten days. 

I think it would be for the general interest for you to 
have a copy of said plan, Sic, and then you would be a 
judge of what would be best to be done. It hath been a 
great cost and labour to me to obtain those plans, &.C., and 
make them. Sir, if you think it worth your notice, and 
will give orders therefor, I will copy one for you, and wait 
on you with it, and give you the best intelligence I can, 
as I think I know as much of this country as any one, as 
I have been travelling, surveying, and settling this part, 
ever since the year 1750. 1 would willingly go to lay out 
a road, and see it cleared, Stc, and do every thing neces- 
sary, if agreeable, and orders therefor, and you, he, should 
think it worth while. 

But submitting all to your better judgment, I am, Sir, 
with all due respect, your most obedient, devoted, and 
very humble servant, ~ ,-, 

J SAMUEL GOODWIN. 

To his Excellency George Washington, Esq. 

N. B. Mr. Reuben Colburn informed me you wanted 
a plan. I thus began it about three weeks before Colo- 
nel Arnold arrived, or I could not have got it ready for 
him. 

Please to excuse the smallness of the paper, for there is 
a famine of it here. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COMMITTEE OF 
PORTSMOUTH. 
In Committee of Safety, Exeter, October 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Application having been made to us for 
liberty of transporting necessaries of life to the inhabitants 
of the Isle of Shoals, we have thought best to refer all 
matters of that kind to your consideration and determina- 
tion ; more especially, as we conceive you must be much 
belter acquainted with the circumstances and necessities of 
those people than we possibly can be. We think, what- 
ever their conduct may have been, through the misfortune 
of their situation, they ought not to be precluded from the 
means of subsistence, and therefore recommend to you to 
grant permits to such persons as incline to supply them 
from your harbour; to do it in such manner and in such 
quantities as to you shall appear most safe and expedient. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO COLONEL ENOS. 

Oq the Dead River, 20 miles above the Portage, ) 
October 17, 1775. $ 

Dear Sir: I arrived here last night, late, and find Col. 
Greene's division very short of provisions — the whole hav- 
ing only four barrels of flour and ten barrels of pork. I 
have therefore ordered Major Bigelow, and a Lieutenant 
and thirty-one men out of each Company, to return and 
meet your division, and bring up as much provision as 
you can spare, which is to be divided equally among the 
three ; in particular, of flour. This will lighten the rear, 
and they will be able to make greater despatch, and will 
be no hinderance, as I shall keep the men here making up 
cartridges. 1 make no doubt you will hurry on as fast as 
possible. 

I am, with esteem, dear Sir, your humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 

N. B. If you find your men much fatigued, and this 
party can bring on more of your provision than their share, 
let them have it ; you shall have it again when you come 
up, and it will forward the whole. The carpenters of Col- 
burn's Company have more than they can bring up. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO MAJOR BIGELOW. 

Dead River, October 17, 1775. 

Sir : You are, as soon as possible, to go back until you 
meet Colonel Enos's division, and take from him as much 
provision as he can spare, which you will return with as 
soon as you can. Leave your batteaus this side the car- 
rying place, and one man to take care of the whole. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, B. Arnold. 

Major Bigelow. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN AND COUNTY OF H AVERFORD-WEST. 

Address of the Mayor, Sheriff, Aldermen, Common 
Councilmen, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Town and 
County oi Haver ford- West, presented to His Majesty by 
William Edwardes, Esq., their Representative in Par- 
liament, and Sir Richard Phillips, Baronet, Representa- 
tive in Parliament for the Borough of riympton. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Mayor, Sheriff, Aldermen, Common Councilmen, Bur- 
gesses, and Inhabitants of the Town and County of Ilaver- 
ford-West, equally uninfluenced by motives of servility or 
of faction, but actuated by a most loyal and affectionate 
regard as well for your Majesty's sacred person as that 
mild Government from which we derive so many and so 
great advantages, humbly beg leave to address your Ma- 
jesty on the present unhappy situation of affairs between 
Great Britain and her Colonies in America. 

At the time, Sire, that we look up with gratitude to 
your Majesty for the enjoyment of such blessings, permit 
us to express our abhorrence of those traitorous measures 
which have been adopted in a distant part of your Domin- 
ions to dispossess us of them, by stirring up a most unnatu- 
ral rebellion, upon pretences as vain and absurd in specu- 
lation, as the conduct to which they lead is nefarious and 
destructive in practice. 

Anxious as we naturally are to prevent the effusion of 
the blood of our fellow-subjects, yet despairing of the effi- 
cacy of other than compulsive means to bring back this 
deluded people to a sense of their duty, we wish not that 
the sword of justice be sheathed till the constitutional 
sovereignty of this great Empire, over all its inferior de- 
pendencies, be permanently and effectually secured. 

Let those wicked persons, who either from hence secret- 
ly abet, or in America openly support this destructive con- 
test, be taught some truths, of which it is material that 
they and their misguided followers should no longer be 
ignorant. 

Let them learn, Sire, from the voice of a free and an intel- 
ligent People, that real liberty is no less far removed from 
the barbarism and anarchy of licentiousness, than is loyalty 
to our Sovereign, and that excellent Constitution of which 
he is the guardian and protector, from the mean and ser- 
vile compliances of baseness and adulation. 

Let them learn, whilst they talk of their own boasted 
rights and immunities, to respect those of their Sovereign, 
and of that Country from whence they derive their exist- 
ence, and which, from the infancy of their Colonies to their 
present vaunted state of maturity and greatness, has foster- 
ed, encouraged, and protected them, with a tenderness 
truly affectionate and parental. 

But if, deaf to maxims perhaps ill-suited to the tem- 
per with which they have already treated this important 
subject, they still continue to pursue measures apparently 
tending to the temporary distress of one Country, and the 
utter and inevitable destruction of the other, let them 
learn, through such channels as these, (the most proper, in 
our humble opinions, for conveying the real sense of the 
rational majority of the inhabitants of Great Britain,) that 
their partisans in this Island are neither so numerous nor so 
powerful as that misguided people, by the arts of seditious 
and designing men, has been induced to believe ; and that 
every sensible and unprejudiced man considers the present 
contest not (as is vainly pretended) as a struggle for power 
between your Majesty's Ministers and the Colonies, but, 
as it really is, a contention between those Colonies for an 
unjust and unconstitutional independence on the Parent 
State, and that State asserting its inherent and indisputable 
rights of sovereignty over its inferior members. 

Let them learn, that as their sophistry cannot deceive, 
so their menaces cannot terrify your Majesty or your Min- 
isters into compliances injurious to the general interests of 
the Empire ; or let them feel, that the uplifted arm of 
Britain is no less powerful to suppress and chastise the 
insolence of Rebels, than they, in their happier days of loy- 
alty and affection to your Majesty's Government, have 
experienced it effectual for their protection against foreign 
enemies. 

Impressed with these sentiments, we beg leave to assure 
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your Majesty of our warmest support in all those measures 
you shall think it proper to adopt, for the general honour 
and safely oTyour Dominions, both at home and abroad. 

May they prove as successful as we trust they will be 
found both wise in plan and vigorous in execution; and 
may it be your Majesty's peculiar felicity, after settling the 
present unhappy differences upon the most equitable and 



permanent foundations, neither relaxing from the constitu- 
tional rights of Britain on the one hand, nor infringing 
those of America on the other, to reign with dignity, ease, 
and happiness, over a free, a loyal, and united people, is 
the earnest prayer of, may it please your Majesty, your 
Majesty's most faithful and loyal subjects. 

October 18, 1775. 



NORTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. 

At a Provincial Council held at the Court-House in the 
County of Johnston, the 18th day of October, in the year 
of our Lord 1775 : 

The Provincial Congress having, by Resolve, nominated 
the following persons to be a Provincial Council, to wit: 

The Honourable Samuel Johnston, Esquire. 

For the District of Wilmington. — Cornelius Harnett, 
Samuel Ashe, Esquires. 

For the. District of Edenton. — Thomas Jones, Whit- 
tnill Hill, Esquires. 

For the District of Newbern. — Aimer Nash, James 
Coor, Esquires. 

For the District of Hillsborough. — Thomas Person, 
John Kimhen, Esquires. 

For theJDjstrict of Halifax. — Willie Jones, Thomas 
Eaton, Esquires. 

For the District of Salisbury. — Saml. Spencer, Waight- 
stilt.Ayery, Esquires. 

Pursuajijt to which, Samuel Johnston, Cornelius Harnett , 
Samuel, Ashe, Thomas Jones, Whitmill Hill, Abner Nash, 
James Coor, Thomas Person, and John Kinchen, Esquires, 
appeared,, and subscribed the Test directed by the Con- 
gress, and took their seats accordingly. 

The Council then proceeded to the choice of a Presi- 
dent, when Cornelius Harnett, Esquire, was unanimously 
chosen ; and, at the same time, James Green, Junior, ap- 
pointed Clerk. 

Certificates from the Chairman of the Committee of 
Dobbs County were laid before the Council, whereby it 
appears that Mr. Jesse Cobb was elected Captain ; William 
Cobb, Lieutenant, and Richard Caswell, Jun., Ensign, of 
the First Company of Minute-Men. Certified the 23d day 
of September last. 

Mr. George Miller, Captain ; Mr. Benjamin Ecum, 
Lieutenant, and David Jernagan, Junior, Ensign, of the 
Second Company of Minute-Men. Certified the 28th day 
of September last. 

Mr. John Garland, Captain ; Mr. William Kilpatrick, 
Lieutenant, and Mr. John Granger, Ensign, of the Third 
Company of Minute-Men. Certified the 4th day of Oc- 
tober instant. 

The Council taking the same into consideration, 

Ordered, That Commissions issue immediately to the 
said Captains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns. 

Tjie Council adjourned till four o'clock. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

The Counties of Wake and Tryon having failed to elect 
Delegates, agreeable to the Resolution of the late Provin- 
cial Congress, by reason of the Freeholders not receiving 
timely notice of the day appointed for that purpose, 

Resolved, That on the 1st day of November next, the 
Freeholders in Wake County, and on the 28th day of No- 
vember next, the Freeholders in Tryon County, shall meet 
and eject Delegates and Committee-Men for their respec- 
tive Counties, in the same manner, and under the same 
regulations and restrictions, as directed by Resolve of the 
late Congress. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Thursday, October 19, 1775. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Waighlstill Avery, Esq., one of the Members for the 
District of Salisbury, appeared. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of Colonel William Kennon, Commissary to 
the First Regiment, the sum of one thousand Pounds, 



Proclamation Money, to enable him to purchase Provisions 
for the same; and that they be allowed in their accounts 
with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of Mr. Andrew Knox, Commissary for Eden- 
ton District, the sum of five hundred Pounds, Proclama- 
tion Money, to enable him to purchase Provisions for the 
Troops ; and that they be allowed in their accounts with 
the publick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of Mr. Robert Salter, Commissary of New- 
bern District, the sum of five hundred Pounds, Procla- 
mation Money, to enable him to purchase Provisions for 
the Troops; and that they be allowed in "their accounts 
with the publick. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
into the hands of Mr. Robert Lanier, Commissary of 
Salisbury District, the sum of five hundred Pounds, Pro- 
clamation Money, to enable him to purchase Provisions for 
the Troops ; and that they be allowed in their accounts 
with the publick. 

Resolved, That Colonel William Kennon be appointed 
Commissary to the Battalion of Minute-Men for the Dis- 
trict of Wilmington. 

Resolved, That Mr. John Coart be appointed Commis- 
sary to the Battalion of Minute-Men for the District of 
Newbern. 

Resolved, That Mr. Andrew Knox be appointed Com- 
missary to the Battalion of Minute-Men for the District of 
Edenton. 

The Council adjourned till four o'clock. 
The Council met according to adjournment. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Friday, October 20, 1775. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Samuel Johnston, Esq., one of the Committee to get 
proper Plates engraved, and to provide Paper and agree 
with an Engraver to stamp or print the Bills of Credit, and 
to frame devices for the same, informed the Council that the 
said Committee had employed Mr. William Tisdale, at 
Newbern, for the above purpose, and had agreed to give 
him one hundred Pounds. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
to Mr. William Tisdale the above sum of one hundred 
Pounds; and that they be allowed in their accounts with 
the publick. 

At the same time was laid before the Council, an ac- 
count of the Paper and other Stationary provided for the 
above purpose, amounting to twenty-two Pounds four Shil- 
lings. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay 
the same out of the Moneys in their hands, and be allowed 
in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That William Kennon, Esquire, be appointed 
Commissary to the Battalion of Minute-Men for the Dis- 
trict of Salisbury. 

Willie Jones, Esq., one of the Council for the District 
of Halifax, appeared, subscribed the Test, and took his 
seat in Council. 

Thomas Eaton, Esq., one of the Council for the District 
of Halifax, appeared, subscribed the Test, and took his 
seat in Council. 

Resolved, That Commissions do issue, signed by tho 
President, to the Minute and Militia Officers in the several 
Districts and Counties within this Province. 

Resolved, That the one thousand Troops raised in this 
Province on the Continental establishment, be supplied 
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with one Blanket, a Hunting-Shirt, Spatterdashes, and 
Gaiters, so as not to exceed the sum of forty Shillings for 
each Soldier; this Council being of opinion that the same 
is absolutely necessary, and was intended by the late Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

The Council being informed that the Minute-Men, 
directed to be raised in some of the Counties in this Pro- 
vince, cannot be enlisted in time to answer the intention of 
the Congress: 

It is therefore Resolved, That the Field-Officers of any 
District in which the Counties, or any of them, have not 
or cannot speedily raise the Company or Companies by 
the Congress directed to be raised in such Counties, may 
appoint suitable persons, in any of the other Counties with- 
in their respective District, to enlist Minute-Men sufficient 
to complete their Battalions; and such Minute-Men shall be 
formed into Companies, choose their Officers, and be sub- 
ject to the same rules, orders, and discipline, and entitled 
to the same pay, as other Minute-Men raised in this Pro- 
vince. 

And whereas it will be impossible for one person to 
attend the several Counties in some of the Districts, and 
perform the duties of an Adjutant to the Minute-Men, on 
account of the great extent of such Districts: 

Resolved, That the Field-Officers and Captains, or a 
majority of them, in any of the Districts where they judge 
it necessary, shall appoint two Adjutants to the Minute- 
Men of their respective Districts, shall direct their duty 
and apportion their pay, so that the same does not exceed 
the duty or pay of one Adjutant, appointed agreeable to 
the Resolution of the Provincial Congress ; and that the 
Ferriages of the Adjutants, in attending the Musters, shall 
be paid by the publick. 

And, also,whereas it may be found impracticable at last 
to complete the Battalions in some of the Districts : 

Resolved, That the Field-Officers and Captains, in such 
case, shall call together such Minute-Men as shall enlist, 
to the place, and proceed to training in the manner by 
Congress directed ; and they are directed, under these cir- 
cumstances, to proportion the pay of the Adjutant or Ad- 
jutants to the services which he or they are to render. 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Picket be appointed En- 
sign in Captain William, Picket's Company, of the First 
Regiment, in the room of James Childs, resigned. 

Tilghman Dickson, Lieutenant in Henry Dickson's 
Company, of the First Regiment, in the room of Heze- 
kiah Rice, resigned. 

John Brown, Ensign in Captain Alfred Moore's Com- 
pany, of the First Regiment, in the room of John Taylor. 

Charles Allen, Ensipn in Captain John Armstrong's 
Company, of the Second Regiment, in the room of Benja- 
min Cleveland. 

Thomas Standing, Ensign in Captain Michael Payne's 
Company, of the Second Regiment, in the room of Whit- 
mill Pugh, resigned. 

Joseph McClammy, Ensign in Captain Henry Irvin 
Toole's Company, of the Second Regiment, in the room 
of Joseph Clinch, resigned. 

William Gardner, Lieutenant in Captain Hardy Mur- 
fee's Company, of the Second Regiment, in the room of 
John Williams, resigned. 

Joseph Worth, Ensign in Captain Hardy Murfce's Com- 
pany, of the Second Regiment, in the room of William 
Gardner, promoted. 

And, in case of the death or resignation of Lieutenant 
John Grange, that Henry Vipon be appointed Lieuten- 
ant, and John Sitgreaves Ensign, in Captain John White's 
Company, of the Second Regiment, in the room of Henry 
Vipon, promoted. 

Resolved, That John Bryan, Esquire, be appointed 
Colonel of the Militia for the County of Craven. 

Resolved, That Lehansyus Dekeyser be appointed Ad- 
jutant in the First Regiment, and Ensign in Captain John 
Walker's Company, in the room of Berryman Turner, 
resigned. 

Resolved, That Samuel Johnston, Esq., be appointed 
Paymaster of the Troops stationed in the District of Eden- 
ton, as also to the Minute-Men in the said District ; first 
entering into bond to this Council, with sufficient security, 
in the sum of ten thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money. 
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Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Esquire, be appointed 
Paymaster of the Troops stationed in the District of New- 
bern, as also to the Minute-Men in the said District; first 
entering into bond to this Council, with sufficient security, 
in the sum of ten thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money. 

Resolved, That Samuel Ashe, Esq., be appointed Pay- 
master of the Troops stationed in the District of Wilming- 
ton, as also to the Minute-Men in the said District ; first 
entering into bond to this Council, with sufficient security, 
in the sum of ten thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money. 

Resolved, That Matthew Locke, Esq., be appointed 
Paymaster of the Troops stationed in the District of Salis- 
bury, as also to the Minute-Men in the said District; first 
entering into bond to this Council, with sufficient security, 
in the sum of ten thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money. 

Resolved, That the next Congress shall be held at the 
Town of Halifax, the first day of May next, unless other- 
wise determined hereafter by this Council. 

Resolved, That the next Provincial Council shall be 
held at the Court-House, in the County of Johnston, the 
seventeenth day of December next; but that the President 
may call a Council sooner, if he should find it necessary. 

Resolved, That Samuel Johnston, Esq., be empowered, 
and he is hereby required to send an express to the Dele- 
gates of this Province at Philadelphia; and that the Trea- 
surers, or either of them, pay him the expense thereof, 
and be allowed in their accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Abner Nash and James Coor, Esquires, 
or either of them, be empowered to charter one or more 
Vessels, and agree with Masters and Seamen, at the Port 
of Newbern, and load the same to such parts as they shall 
judge expedient, and with such articles as they may think 

f roper, not exceeding the sum of one thousand rounds, 
'reclamation Money, in order to procure Arms and Ammu- 
nition for the use and protection of this Province ; the same 
to be at the hazard, risk, and expense of this Province. 

Resolved, That Mr. President, Richard Quince, and 
John Forster, Esquires, or either of them, be empowered 
to charter one or more Vessels, and agree with Masters 
and Seamen at the Port of Wilmington, and load the same 
to such parts as they shall judge expedient, and with such 
articles as they may think proper, not exceeding the sum of 
one thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money, in order to 
procure Arms and Ammunition for the use and protection 
of this Province ; the same to be at the hazard, risk, and 
expense of this Province. 

Resolved, That Whitmill Hill, Esquire, be empow- 
ered to charter a Vessel, and agree with one or more Mas- 
ters and Seamen, at the Port of Edenton, and load the same 
to such parts as he shall judge expedient, and with such 
articles as he may think proper, not exceeding the sum of 
one thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money, in order to 
procure Arms and Ammunition for the use and protection 
of this Province ; the same to be at the hazard, risk, and 
expense of this Province. 

Resolved, That Mr. Memucan Hunt be appointed Com- 
missary to the Battalion of Minute-Men for the District of 
Hillsborough. 

Resolved, That Nathaniel Rochester, Esq., be appoint- 
ed Paymaster to the Battalion of Minute-Men in the Dis- 
trict of Hillsborough ; first entering into bond in the sum 
of five thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten 
o'clock. 

Saturday, October 21, 1775. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That in case any Troops should attempt to 
land in a hostile manner, in any part of this Province, the 
Commanding Officers of the two Battalions of the Ameri- 
can Army raised in this Province do immediately oppose 
the same, to the utmost of their power. 

Resolved, That the President of this Council correspond, 
from time to time, with the Councils of Safety within the 
Colonies of Virginia and South- Carolina, or with the 
proper Boards chosen and appointed in those Colonies. 

Resolved, That the Paymasters now appointed are not 
to be considered as Military Officers, under the order, direc- 
tion, or control of the Commanding Officers of the two 
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Battalions of the American Army raised in this Province ; 
and that their said appointment does not, in the opinion of 
this Council, disqualify them from sitting at this Board, 
and ought not to disqualify them from sitting in the Pro- 
vincial Congress, in case they should be elected Members 
of the same. 

Resolved, That Mr. Cullin Edwards be appointed Com- 
missary to the Battalion of Minute-Men for the District of 
Halifax. 

Resolved, That Mr. Joseph John Williams be appoint- 
ed Paymaster to the Battalion of Minute-Men in the Dis- 
trict at Halifax; first entering into bond in the sum of five 
thousand Pounds, Proclamation Money. 

Resolved, That Colonel Robert Howe, employ proper 
persons to make Carriages for six of the Cannon Guns now 
at Newborn, mount and unspike the same, for the use of 
the Province ; and that Richard Caswell, Esq., Treasurer 
of the Southern District, advance a sum sufficient to pay 
the expense thereof, so that the same does not exceed the 
sum fff fifty Pounds, Proclamation Money, and be allowed 
in his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Colonel James Moore employ proper 
persons to make Carriages for six of the Cannon now lying 
;it Wilmington, mount and unspike the same, for the use 
of the Province ; and that Richard Caswell, Esq., Trea- 
surer of the Southern District, advance a sum sufficient to 
pay the expense thereof, so that the same does not exceed 
the sum of fifty Pounds, Proclamation Money, and be allow- 
ed in his accounts with the publick. 

Whereas some Counties have, through mistake, elected 
Committee-Men and Delegates previous to the seventeenth 
day of October, the day by Congress appointed: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Council, that 
such Committee; ought *c bs he!;! iegal, and to act in the 
same manner as if they had been chosen on the proper 
day; and that the Delegates elected as aforesaid ought to 
be admitted to their seats in Congress: provided that there 
was no fraud in the election of such Committees and Dele- 
gates. 

And whereas other Counties, for want of the proceed- 
ings of the Congress, have not yet chosen Committee- 
Men and Delegates : 

Resolved, That such Counties may hold their Elections 
of Committee-Men and Delegates at any time between 
the I7:h of October and the 1st of January next, under 
the rules and restrictions by Congress directed ; and that 
it is the opinion of this Council, that such Elections ought 
to be as valid as if they had been held on the said 17th of 
October. 

The Council adjourned till four o'clock. 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That Samuel Johnston, Esq., the Northern 
Treasurer, pay into the hands of Mr. Nathaniel Roches- 
ter the sum of two thousand one hundred and fifty 
Pounds, for the use of the Minute-Men, and for the pur- 
chase of Drums, Colours, &c, in the District of Hillsbo- 
rough ; and that a warrant for that purpose issue, signed 
by the President, and that the said Treasurer be allowed 
in his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Samuel Johnston, Esq., the Northern 
Treasurer, pay into the hands of Mr. Joseph John Wil- 
liams the sum of two thousand one hundred and fifty 
Pounds, for the use of the Minute-Men, and for the pur- 
chase of Drums, Colours, &.C., in the District of Halifax; 
and that a warrant for that purpose issue, and be signed by 
the President, and that the said Treasurer be allowed in 
his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Esq., the Southern 
Treasurer, pay into the hands of Samuel Ashe, Esq., the 
sum of ten thousand five hundred Pounds, for the use of 
the Regular Troops and Minute-Men, and for the pur- 
chase of Drums, Colours, &,c, in the District of Wilming- 
ton; and that a warrant for that purpose issue, and be 
signed by the President, and be allowed in his accounts 
with the publick. 

Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Esq., the Southern 
Treasurer, pay into the hands of Matthew Locke, Esq., 
the sum of five thousand two hundred and fifty Pounds, 
for the use of the Regular Troops and Minute-Men, and 



for Colours, Drums, Sic, in the District of Salisbury; and 
that a warrant for that purpose issue, and be signed by 
the President, and be allowed in his accounts with the pub- 
lick. 

Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Esq., pay the Troops 
now at Newbern, and the Minute-Men to be hereafter 
raised for that District, from time to time, as the same shall 
become due, and to purchase Drums, Colours, &tc, and 
be allowed in his account with the publick. 

Resolved, That Samuel Johnston, Esq., pay the Troops 
now at Edenton, and the Minute-Men to be hereafter raised 
for that District, from time to time, as the same shall be- 
come due, and to purchase Drums, Colours, &ic, and be 
allowed in his account with the publick. 

Resolved, That Mr. Lewis Williamson deliver up to 
Messrs. Gumming, Warwick, 8f Co., or their Agents, the 
Books of Accounts of the said Cummivg, Warwick, &f Co., 
which he has in his possession. 

Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Esq., purchase from 
David Baron, of Newbern, all the new serviceable Guns 
and all the Gunpowder he may have for sale, at the lowest 
price they can be had for; and that he deliver them to 
Colonel Robert Howe, for the use of his Regiment, who 
is to account for the same with the next Provincial Con- 
gress, and that he be allowed in his account with the pub- 
lick. 

Resolved, That Commissions be issued to a Captain, 
Lieutenant, and Ensign, in the room of Captain John 
Walker, Lieutenant Robert Smith, and Ensign James 
Cook, all of Colonel Howe's Regiment, and who have all 
resigned or refused to act under their Commissions. 

Resolved, That the Captains of the Companies in the 
Regular Regiment shall report to the several Committees 
of the Towns and Counties in the District where they are 
stationed, the number of men in their Companies who are 
unarmed, who shall thereupon borrow such Guns as are fit 
for service, giving receipts describing such Guns and the 
value thereof to their owners, that they may hereafter get 
them again, or the value of them ; and the said Commit- 
tees shall take receipts of the Captains for the Gnns thus 
supplied, which receipts shall be transmitted to the Pro- 
vincial Council, and the Captains shall produce such Guns 
when demanded, pay the value of them, or show that they 
have been lost by unavoidable accident to the publick; and 
that an allowance be made after the rate of ten Shillings 
per annum for a good smooth-bore, and twenty Shillings 
for a Rifle, to the owners, for the use of their Guns, in the 
case abovementioned. 

Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Esquire, Treasurer 
of the Southern District, pay into the hands of Abner 
Nash and James Coor, Esquires, or either of them, the 
sum of one thousand Pounds, for purchasing Arms and 
Ammunition, to be accounted for at the next Provincial 
Congress, and that the said Treasurer be allowed in his 
account with the publick. 

Resolved, That Samuel Johnston, Esq., Treasurer of 
the Northern District, pay into the hands of Whilmill 
Hill, Esquire, the sum of one thousand Pounds, for pur- 
chasing Arms and Ammunition, to be accounted for at (he 
next Provincial Congress, and that the said Treasurer 
be allowed in his accounts with the publick. 

Resolved, That Richard Caswell, Esq., Treasurer of 
the Southern District, pay into the hands of Mr. Presi- 
dent, Richard Qjiince, Sen., and John Forster, Esqs., or 
either of them, the sum of one thousand Pounds, for 
purchasing Arms and Ammunition, to be accounted for at 
the next Provincial Congress, and that the said Treasurer 
be allowed in his accounts with the publick. 

The Council adjourned till four o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Sunday, October 22, 1775- 

The Council met according to adjournment. 

Resolved, That the Sheriff of Johnston County imme- 
diately take into his possession all the Real and Personal 
Estate of John Greshan, unless he gives bond, with good 
and sufficient security, in the sum of two hundred and 
twenty Pounds, payable to the Justices of the Tnferiour 
Court of Johnston County and their successors; condi- 
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ttoned that lie, the said John Greshan, shall well and truly 
settle with the said Court the accounts of the Estate of 
Sill Johnston, deceased, and pay into the hands of the 
Guardian to the Orphans of the deceased all such sums 
of Money which shall be directed by order of the said 
Court to be paid to the said Guardians ; and that the said 
Sheriffshall keep the said Estate in his hands, unless such 
bond and security is given, until the meeting of Johnston 
Inferiour Court, and then deliver the same up to the Jus- 
tices of the said Court, that they may make such order 
concerning the same as to them may seem just, it having 
on oath been made appear to this Council, that the said 
John Greshan was about to leave the Province in a pri- 
vate manner. 

Resolved, That Samuel Ashe, Esq., pay into the hands 
of Thomas Eaton, Esq., for the use of Captain William 
Green, one hundred and twenty Pounds, to be applied to 
the enlisting of Regular Soldiers, and be allowed in his 
account with the publick. 

The Council being informed that discontents had taken 
place aniong the people in the County of New-Hanover, 
arising perhaps from mistake and misrepresentation, and 
that in consequence thereof they had publickly protested 
against the proceedings of the Late Congress: 

Resolved, That this Council do highly disapprove of 
such conduct, as tending to create divisions, which may 
prove prejudicial to the cause of liberty ; and they do 
therefore recommend to Mr. President, Samuel Ashe, and 
John Ashe, Esquires, to explain the proceedings of the 
Congress to the people abovementioned, and endeavour, by 
argument and persuasion, to promote that harmony which 
is so essential for the preservation of the rights of Ame- 
rica. 

Whereas the mode by Congress provided for securing 
Debts due from persons suspected of an intention to ab- 
scond is found defective, as no application can be made 
but in term time, or at the sitting of the Committees : 

Resolved, That the Committees of Safety and County 
Committees, in their respective jurisdictions, may make 
such other and further regulations with respect to this 
point as to them shall appear necessary. 



Resolved, That the Colonel of each regular Regiment 
in this Province have a power to appoint a Clerk, by 
warrant, under their hands, to each Regiment, who shall 
receive the same pay that Clerks upon the Continental 
establishment receive for their service. 

Resolved, That the Committees of the several Counties 
and Towns, and the Committees of Safety for the several 
Districts of this Province, be required to exert their utmost 
influence to forward and hasten the Minute service, and 
procure the several Battalions of Minute-Men to be com- 
pleted with all possible despatch; and that the Militia be 
immediately embodied, and Adjutants employed to instruct 
them in military discipline, agreeable to the Resolutions of 
the Provincial Congress ; the same being of very great 
importance to the publick safety. 

Whereas it appears to this Council, that, from the great 
extent of Rowan County, it is very inconvenient and bur- 
densome for the Militia thereof to assemble at any one 
place therein, and that a division of the Rowan Regiment 
would ease the inhabitants, and encourage military disci- 
pline ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Regiment of Militia in the said 
County of Rowan shall be divided by a line beginning at 
the Catawba River, where Lord Granville's south line 
crossesjlie same ; thence running up the sard*River, in the 
middle of the main stream thereof, to the mouth of the 
Lower Creek ; thence a due north course to the dividing 
ridge between the waters of the Catawba and the Yadkin 
Rivers; and that all the Militia of said County, on the 
west side of said line, shall be, and is hereby made and 
established a new and distinct Regiment, and shall be 
known and distinguished by the name of the Second Regi- 
ment of Rowan Militia. 

Resolved, That Commissions issue to the Field-Officers 
of the Second Regiment of Rowan Militia. 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended to 
the Committees of Safety, who have not yet met, to meet 
in their respective Districts on or before the last Tuesday 
in November next. 



By order : 



Cornelius Harnett, President. 
James Green, Jtjn., Clerk. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 23, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 18, 1775. 

Sir: We are this moment honoured with your favour of 
the IGth instant, advising us of the unanimous resolutions 
of Congress to forward to General Schuyler the ton of 
powder yesterday sent us, which was immediately ordered 
to be carried into execution ; although we cannot, beside 
that, command two hundred pounds of powder, if it would 
save the Colony from destruction. We have frequently 
spared all the powder in our Colony to supply the urgent 
calls of the Continental Army, at Cambridge and Ticonde- 
roga, and thereby exposed ourselves to insult and ruin. 
We therefore entreat you to represent to Congress the ab- 
solute necessity of replacing without delay the powder we 
have furnished the Continental Army, for otherwise we shall 
not be able, in case of an invasion, to make that defence 
which might be expected from us by our neighbours, nor 
even to prevent insults. Should the Congress be unable 
to order us the powder out of the Continental magazine, we 
submit it to their consideration, whether the City of Phila- 
delphia cannot with greater safety to the confederated Co- 
lonies spare the quantity we have sent to the Army, than 
we can want it. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your most obedient servants. 
Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, President of the Continental 
Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read October 31, 1775.] 
Ticonderoga, Wednesday, October 18, 1775. 

Sir : Since my last of the 5th inst., General Montgomery 
has favoured me with several letters, extracts whereof I do 
myself the honour to enclose you. 



The General's complaint, in No. 1, that he wants men, 
is too well founded ; the enclosed return will show how 
much the Army is reduced by sickness, &c. At that time, 
all the men that I could send were on the way to join him, 
and they arrived on the 9th, as you will see by No. 2. It 
is too true that very few of the men he sends to this post 
return. The greater part of them are so averse to going 
back that they pretend sickness and skulk about; and some, 
even officers, go away without leave, nor can I get the 
better of them, although I do not suffer a ration of pro- 
vision to be issued unless I countersign the order, and the 
sick, or pretended sick, do not get half allowance. 

What little money I have been able to procure at Al- 
bany, I have sent on. I fear the want of specie will be 
fatal to us, should every thing else go well. The Cana- 
dians have suffered much by paper currency, and a burnt 
child dreads the fire. 

Two hundred and fifty-three of General Wooster's Re- 
giment came across Lake George on Sunday, but the Gene- 
ral is not yet arrived, and they do not choose to move until 
he does. Do not choose to move ! Strange language in 
an Army; but the irresistible force of necessity obliges me 
to put up with it. This morning I gave an order to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ward to send a subaltern, a sergeant, cor- 
poral, and twenty privates, in two batteaus, to carry pow- 
der, artillery stores, and rum. The Colonel (who is a good 
man) called upon me to know if he would not be blamed 
by General Wooster for obeying my orders, I begged him 
to send the men, and urged the necessity. The men, I 
believe, will condescend to go. I could give many instances 
of a similar nature ; but General Montgomery has most just- 
ly and emphatically given the reasons : " Troops who carry 
the spirit of freedom into the field, and think for them- 
selves," will not bear either subordination or discipline. 

If there is any foundation in the report that the garrison 
intend quitting St. John's, I conjecture it must arise from 
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intelligence that Mr. Carleton may have received of Col- 
onel Arnold's approach. Should the garrison effect their 
escape, it may go hard with Arnold, whose numbers, in so 
long and fatiguing a march, must be considerably diminished. 
I have therefore requested General Montgomery to send 
immediate intelligence of his situation and prospects, that 
Colonel Arnold may govern himself accordingly. 

I am deeply impressed with the necessity of putting this 
place in a proper posture of defence. I have wrote on the 
subject to Congress before ; but I have now only sixty-five 
effectives here, (exclusive of General Wooster's,) who are 
insufficient for the necessary works carrying on. 

I cannot help observing that the reasons General Mont- 
gomery gave in support of his opinion, for having a batte- 
ry on the west side, appear to me so cogent that I wonder 
the Counci]_of War should be opposed to it ; but he was 
certainly right to acquiesce in their determination, as I am 
morally sure, if he had not, that the men would have been 
troublesome. 

I have no prospect of getting my health re-established 
at this place ; but in the present critical moment I dare not 
leave it. Much, very much, is to be done, whether we 
succeed or fail in Canada. The distance between this and 
Philadtlphia is so great, and the season so far advanced, that 
the least delays may be attended with the most fatal con- 
sequences. 1 therefore humbly submit it to Congress, if it 
would not be best to send up a Committee with full powers 
to direct our future operations ; to me, such a measure 
appears highly necessary. 

General ffoosfer is just arrived here. As he was ap- 
pointed a Major-General by the Colony of Connecticut, and 
as I did pot know his sentiments with respect to the rank 
he considered himself in, in the Continental Army, my in- 
tentions were to have him remain at this post ; but assuring 
me that his Regiment would not move without him, and 
that although he thought hard of being superseded, yet he 
would most readily put himself under the command of 
General Montgomery; that his only views were the pub- 
lick service, and that no obstructions, of any kind, would be 
given by him ; this spirited and sensible declaration I re- 
ceived with inexpressible satisfaction, and he moves to- 
morrow with the first division of his Regiment. 

Mr. Bedford has mustered such of the New- York 
troops as he possibly could ; they were so scattered that 
it was morally impossible he could see the whole. He 
has done every thing in his power to fulfil his duty, without 
being able to complete it. The reasons of this failure are 
various. He will inform the honourable Congress why the 
Connecticut troops were not mustered. I have directed 
him to return to Philadelphia, and report what has been 
done. Previous to his departure, I desired him to depu- 
tize Mr. McPherson, my Aid-de-Cainp, in case it should 
be possible to make another muster, which, I believe, will 
hardly take place this campaign. 

I am, Sir, with the most respectful esteem, your and 
Congress's most obedient and most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Stc, &c, 

[No. 1.] 
GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp south side St. John's, October 6, 1775. 

Dear General : Your diligence and foresight have 
saved us from the difficulties that threatened us ; we are no 
longer afraid of starving. 1 wait now with impatience for 
the arrival of those troops mentioned in your last, and 
which, I believe, from the number of boats on the way, 
will soon be here to lake the advantageous post I formerly 
spoke of, on a hill to the westward. Since my last, I 
have had some proposals of an accommodation, through 
the channel of the Caughnawagas, from the formidable St. 
Luke La Come, and other principal inhabitants of Mon- 
treal. To-morrow is appointed for a conference at La 
Prairie. I have sent Major Broim to manage it. Mc- 
Pherson goes with him ; and Mr. Livingston, of Chamhly, 
will attend. The result of this negotiation I hope soon to 
make you acquainted with. Mr. St. Luke's character gives 
me all the reajon in the world to be on my guard against 
him. T shall insist upon some substantial proof of Ins sin- 
cerity. 



Mr. Lisingston, some days ago, took post at Mr. Ha- 
zen's house, with near two hundred of the Canadians ; they 
are erecting a battery there, which seems to make the gar- 
rison very uneasy. Yesterday they attacked them with 
their row-galleys, but were beaten back without loss on the 
side of the Canadians. No certain intelligence yet of Ar- 
nold's arrival, though there are flying reports to that pur- 
pose. T wish he was at Quebcck with all my heait; I 
believe there is nothing to oppose him. I am extremely 
happy that you have sent for more powder; I believe we 
have not more than two tons and a half; this, I am afraid, 
will not do. Send as many men as you possibly can furnish 
with provisions ; I am greatly in want of them. Our feeble- 
ness has intimidated the Canadians from embarking in so 
uncertain an adventure. Were I strong enough to send 
five hundred men to Montreal, it would certainly declare 
for us ; at least I have great reason to think so. The miser- 
able weather we have had has distressed us much ; but I 
hope it is now over. 

Let the hard cash come up as soon as possible, that our 
reputation may hold good. Mr. Carleton is not departed, 
as I informed you. We want both iron and steel, and 
turner's tools. The large mortar is ready to play. 

I am, &c, Richard Montgomery. 

To General Schuyler. 

P. S. I shall send some more boats in a few days. 

[No. 2.] 
GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp south side St. John's, October 9, 1775. 

Dear General : This evening I have been favoured 
with yours by Colonel Clinton. Every re-enforcement is 
welcome, but 1 expected more men in fourteen batteaus. 
I find my numbers but little increased, as I seldom see any 
of those return I send to Ticonderoga. The two barrels 
of sugar turn out to be two barrels of flour. We now have 
here, and at the Isle-am-JSoix, three hundred barrels of 
pork, and three hundred and twenty-eight barrels of flour ; 
so that I think you may venture to send more men than 
provisions. The season advances fast, and we shall have 
a heavy piece of work to get our cannon to the westward, 
where we must have a strong post, as it is at a distance 
from support, and near the enemy. 

Our conference with St. Luke has ended in smoke. He 
made the Indian deliver my letter to Carleton, who had it 
burnt without reading it. The Indian told the Governour, 
very honestly, that lie was sent to me by St. Luke and 
others. The Indians of Caughnawaga attended at La 
Prairie, according to appointment, and are much displeased 
at the trick put upon them by those gentlemen. They 
seem to think St. Luke was discovered in Ms_ plan, and 
dared not venture to carry it through. I hope we shall 
have more powder. 

The enemy are exceedingly uneasy at the post on the 
east side, and have made two ineffectual and, indeed, fee- 
ble efforts to dislodge the Canadians. The battery there 
is not finished ; they don't love work. I have been obliged 
to send them assistance. The very high prices which offi- 
cers must pay here for every thing brought from Ticonde- 
roga, are far above what their scanty pittance of pay will 
allow of. I must request you will represent the peculiar 
hardship of their situation, which displaces them entirely 
from the footing of the troops employed among their friends, 
in the midst of a plentiful country. If tlieir pay cannot 
be augmented, a gratuity may be made to them, adequate 
to the difficulties they labour under. It might extend to 
Subalterns and Captains ; perhaps it may not be so abso- 
lutely necessary to go any higher up. And, indeed, the 
detachment in the country, and on the north side, live very 
well, and, by what I can find, cheap. I am afraid I shall 
have a disagreeable reckoning with some of them concern- 
ing the publick money. 

I send a considerable corps of sick ; little mischief since 
my last ; one or two wounded. 

Your residence at Ticonderoga has probably enabled us 
to keep our ground. How much do the publick owe you 
for your attention and activity. 

I am, &.C, Richarp Montgomery, 

To General Schuyler, 
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Return of discharged sick Men. 

From General Wooster's Regiment, ----- 93 

From Colonel Hinman's " ----- 318 

From Colonel Waterbury's " ----- 215 

From Colonel Parsons's " ----- 57 

From Colonel East on' s " 143 

From Colonel McDougall's " 35 

From Colonel Van Schaick's " ----- 28 

From Colonel Clinton's " 11 

From Colonel Holmes's " ----- 7 

From Lieut. Col. [Vomer's " 30 



Ticondoroga, October 12, 1775. 



Total of discharged, 937 
Philip Schuyler. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO CENEHAL SCHTJYLE.R. 

Camp near St. John's, October 13, 1775. 

Dear General: Some time ago I informed you of my 
intentions to make my approaches on the west side, as soon 
as the expected re-enforcement enabled me to undertake 
it. I had had a road cut to the intended ground, and some 
fascines made, when I was informed by Major Brown that 
a general dissatisfaction prevailed ; that unless something 
was undertaken, in a few days there would be a mutiny; 
and that the universal sense of the Army was to direct all 
our intentions to the east side. The impatience of the 
troops to get home has prevented their seeing the impossi- 
bility of undertaking this business sooner, the duly being 
hard for the troops, even on the present confined state of 
operations. 

When I mentioned my intentions, I did not consider I 
was at the head of troops who carry the spirit of freedom 
into the field, and think for themselves. 

Upon considering the fatal consequences which might 
flow from the want of subordination and discipline, (should 
this ill-hurnour continue,) my unstable authority over troops 
of different Colonies, the insufficiency of the military law, 
and my own want of power to enforce it, weak as it is, I 
thought it expedient to call the Field-Officers together. 
Enclosed I have sent you the result of our deliberations. 
1 still suspect the garrison intend an elopement; and there 
is some reason to think they are getting flat boats ready to 
go down the rapids. This intelligence has just come. 

The Canadians, who have befriended us, begin to be 
exceedingly uneasy at their situation should we not suc- 
ceed. 1 have ventured to assure them, should any acci- 
dent oblige us to retire without effecting our business, that 
1 would take care of all those who were afraid to remain in 
the country. 

You will see the propriety of putting Ticondcroga in a 
state of ..defence against a winter coup-de-main, which, in 
my opinion, will be best effected by a stockade, and also 
of having a post at Crown Point. The vessels should lie 
in stockade also, the garrison be well provided with vege- 
tables, and every thing necessary to make them comfort- 
able, otherwise it will be difficult to keep them there ; and 
such preparations made for a naval armament for the spring, 
that the troops may move down to the Isle-aux- Noix be- 
fore Mr. Carleton has time to establish himself there, should 
these unhappy troubles continue. 

I am, &i_c., Richard Montgomery. 

To General Schuyler. 

Proceedings of a Council of IVar held at St. John's, 
October 13, 1775. 

I proposed establishing a battery of all our spare heavy 
cannon on the rising ground exactly opposite the stone 
house in the north redoubt, (in the west face of which there 
is but one embrasure open,) at the distance of about four 
hundred yards, securing this battery with a work capable 
of being well defended by two hundred men. From this 
battery our approaches might be continued to the ditch, 
and, by the time we arrive there, the fiaise round the berm 
would be destroyed, the rampart in a ruinous state, and the 
large house (which is said to be their principal barrack) 
would be destroyed, as every shot that missed the rampart 
must take_the house, Two four- pounders, on the east side, 
would answer the end of seeing the west rampart in reverse, 



and thereby slackening the opposition of the enemy. By 
this mode of proceeding, if our ammunition held out, there 
would be, in my opinion, some prospect of success, not- 
withstanding the superiour artillery of the garrison, which 
could not be mounted in its proper place time enough to 
prevent the erection of our battery. The Field-Officers 
were, to a man, of opinion that my reasons were insuffi- 
cient, being afraid the designed ground was, at this season, 
too wet for approaches, and strongly of opinion our heavy 
cannon, on the east side, would more effectually distress 
the enemy by annoying their buildings ; the fort having a 
gentle slope to the river, and which was urged as the 
strongest motives by destroying their schooner. In vain I 
represented, if every building was destroyed, the garrison 
could not surrender without a probability of an assault, 
which could never arise from any attack on the opposite 
side of the river. That the vessel could not be destroyed, 
because she would change her place in such a manner as 
to elude our batteries ; that we had little powder or time 
to throw away on experiments ; that I had a moral cer- 
tainty they would find themselves mistaker and, finally, 
that they must take it upon themselves, fo. 1 would not 
oppose the general sense of the Army, and should enforce 
the measure by every effort in my power. 

1 cannot help observing to how little purpose I am here. 
Were 1 not afraid the example would be too generally 
followed, and that the publick service might suffer, I would 
not stay an hour at the head of troops whose operations f 
cannot direct. I must say I have no hopes of success from 
the garrison's wanting provisions. 

Richard Montgomery. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO MAJOR BROWN. 

Camp near St. John's, October 6, 1775. 

Sir: You will proceed to La Prairie, in order to meet 
Mr. St. Luke La Come, and other principal inhabitants of 
Montreal, who express an inclination to accommodate mat- 
ters. Mr. St. Luke and his friends must give hostages, 
and deposite a considerable sum of money, (for which they 
shall have an order on the Treasury or Paymaster-General.) 
as a proof of their sincerity and good intentions. You will 
insist upon our having access to Montreal, in case I find it 
necessary to occupy it; if possible, the Governour and his 
troops must be obliged to quit it. Should he remain, those 
who now wish for an accommodation, and are met for that 
purpose, or their dependants, are not to take up arms, under 
pain of being deemed violators of their faith. They shall 
engage, in the most solemn manner, not to obstruct in any 
manner the liberal plan laid down for the establishment of 
a free Government in Canada. As soon as the situation of 
affairs will permit it, the people must choose Committees 
to depute Delegates for the Continental and a Provincial 
Congress, that Canada may at once make a part of that 
union which will, with the blessing of God, establish the 
rights of all the Colonies on a firm basis. 1 am at the 
head of an auxiliary Army to effect these purposes, and 
sent by the Congress at the earnest solicitations of the 
friends of liberty in Canada; as an auxiliary,! shall act in 
conformity to the general inclinations of the inhabitants, 
and no man's property shall suffer, as far as lies in my 
power, unless the people themselves think proper to punish 
such delinquents as may persist in the support of a tyran- 
nick Government. Should you find it prudent to mention 
the Kennebeck expedition, you will do it. 

It must be communicated to the commanding officer at 
Montreal, that if Mr. Allen or any other prisoner of our 
troops, or the Canadians, who have taken up arms for the 
establishment of their rights, are treated with cruelty, or 
more severity than is necessary for their security, I must, 
much against my inclination, retaliate on those who already 
are or may fall into my hands. 

You may, perhaps, have an opportunity of extending 
your negotiation further than I foresee; and, perhaps, in 
some instances you may not be able to proceed so far. i 
must leave matters to your own judgment and zeal for 
the publick good. You will consult Mr. Livingston on 
these occasions. I only give these as hints, 

Richard Montgomery. 

P. S. You may observe that it was late before the Con- 
gress were so well acquainted with the disposition of the 
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Canadians as to venture to send a corps of troops into a 
sister Colony; that therefore our preparations have been 
somewhat backward, but that I receive re-enforcements 
and necessary stores as fast as my boats can return to Ti- 
condercga. If any powder can be obtained, it would be 
serviceable ; but it is a delicate point to touch on, lest it 
might give suspicions of our inability to cany our point 
here. 

It would be proper to take the conference in writing, 
and make them sign their engagements. R. M. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 

WASHINGTON. 

In Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-Hampshire, ) 

October 18, 1775. { 

Sir: We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of yours of the 15th instant, and are deeply sensible of 
your benevolence towards the inhabitants of Portsmouth. 
We have.CQMuUed the Committee of that Town, and con- 
cluded to forward the whole cargo; to sell three hundred 
barrels thereof to the inhabitants of Portsmouth, and, out 
of the proceeds, to pay the sailors' wages. 

Before the receipt i>f yours, Mr. Moylan had settled 
the method of transportation. 

In behalf of the Committee, I have the honour to be, 
with the highest esteem, your Excellency's most obedient 
humble servant. 



Elkins, discharged August 20th. Ensign Nath'l Thwing 
to succeed Lieutenant Leavitt, and James Wedgewood to 
succeed Ensign Brown, of said Company, discharged Sep- 
tember 20th. 

William Rowell to be Ensign in Captain dough's Com- 
pany, to succeed Ensign Lyford, vacated September 20th. 

Richard Wearc to be Ensign in Captain Rome's Com- 
pany, commission vacated September 3d. 

Enoch Chase to be Ensign in Captain Titcomb's Com- 
pany, commission vacated September 1st. 

Thomas Chandler to succeed Ensign Thwing, in Captain 
Shortridge's Company, vacated August 20th. 

Enoch Poor. 

A Return of Vacancies in Colonel Stark's Regiment. 

In Captain Reed's Company Lieutenancy vacant; En- 
sign James Anderson recommended to said vacancy, and 
Robert Barnet for an Ensign in said Company. 

Ensign vacant in Captain Kinsman's Company; Samuel 
Bradford recommended to said vacancy. 

Ensign vacant in Capt. Abbott's Company; Abiel Chan- 
dler 'recommended to be commissioned as Ensign in said 
Company, from the first establishment of the Regiment. 

John Stark, Colonel. 

CamponWinter-Hill, October 18, 1775. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

Winter-Hill, October 18, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Agreeable to your request, I enclose you 
a list of vacancies in the New-Hampshire Regiments, with 
the names of the persons recommended to fill them ; beg 
you to fill up the commissions and forward them, as soon 
as possible, to, Gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

John Sullivan. 

Honourable Committee of Safety, New-Hampshire. 

P. S. As Colonel Stark and Colonel Reed have not 
mentioned when the vacancies happened, beg you to leave 
me to put in the dates, which I think you may venture to 
do, though I am fully convinced of the justice of your ob- 
servation, viz : that you haye no authority to delegate the 
power of making out commissions. 

Your humble servant, John Sullivan. 

Return of Vacancies in Colonel Reed's Regiment. 

The vacant commissions in Colonel Reed's Regiment, 
with the names of those persons recommended to receive 
said commissions: 

A Lieutenant wanting in Captain Spalding's Company; 
the person recommended to supply the said vacancy is 
George Aldrich, now Ensign in Captain Hinds's Compa- 
ny, although the said Aldrich hath not received his En- 
sign's commission. An Adjutant vacant ; Stephen Peabody 
recommended to receive the Adjutancy, who hath ever 
done the duty. An Ensigncy vacant in Captain Hutch- 
inson's Company ; the person recommended is Richard 
Coughton, Sergeant-Major, to fill up said vacancy ; and 
William Hawkins, who distinguished himself in the battle 
at Bunker's Hill, the 17th of June last, to supply the place 
of an Ensign in Captain Hinds's Company, in lieu of the 
abovenamed Aldrich. 

So the matter is : Lieutenant, George Aldrich ; Ensigns, 
Richard Coughton and William Hawkins ; Adjutant, Ste- 
phen Peabody. James Rwn, Colonel. 

Israel Gilman, Lt. Col. 
Nathan Hale, Major. 

Camp, October 18, 1775. 

Vacancies in Colonel Poor's Regiment. 

Return of those recommended for commissions in Colo- 
nel Poor's Regiment : 

Ensign Thomas Lyford to a Lieutenancy in Captain Til- 
ton's Company, vacated September 20th. Joseph Huntoon 
to be Ensign in: said Company, vacated August 27th. 

Lieutenant Thomas Leavitt to succeed the late Captain 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF ABINGDON. 

Address of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Abingdon, in the County of Berks, presented 
to His Majesty by John Mayor, Esq., High Sheriff of 
Berkshire, and Representative in Parliament for the said 
Borough, and John Morton, Esq., Recorder of the said 
Borough. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgesses of the Borough of Abing- 
don, in Common Council assembled, truly sensible of the 
many blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's mild and 
auspicious Government, beg leave at this important junc- 
ture to present to your Majesty the strongest assurances of 
our faithful and zealous attachment to your royal person, 
to the supreme Legislature of Great Britain, and our ex- 
cellent Constitution, in Church and State; and that we 
will, to the utmost of our abilities, assist in supporting 
them. 

We cannot but lament the misery and abhor (he con- 
duct of many of our fellow-subjects in America, influenced 
and deluded by the artful designs of seditious and factious 
men, both at home and abroad, who, under the specious 
pretext of preserving the liberty of the people, are arming 
at a total subversion of Government, and the confounding 
of all order and decency, and whose machinations have 
plunged those unhappy people into open rebellion against 
your Majesty's crown and the laws of the realm. 

We therefore most ardently wish such success may at- 
tend those measures which your Majesty, in your wisdom 
and the firmness of your Parliament, shall adopt at this 
crisis, as may speedily reduce your rebellious subjects to 
a* just sense of their duty and allegiance; and that the 
indubitable authority of trie British Legislature may be 
equally acknowledged and permanently established in every 
part of your Majesty's Dominions. 

Given under our common seal, this 19th day of October, 
1775. 

ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF ABERDEEN. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Council of the 
City of Aberdeen, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one 
of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and pre- 
sented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Council of the City of Aberdeen. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the Provost, 
Magistrates, and Town Council of Aberdeen, beg leave to 
approach the throne, and to assure your Majesty that we 
are most warmly and loyally attached to your person, 
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family, and Government ; that we contemplate with the 
highest veneration your many royal virtues; that we en- 
tertain a most grateful sense of the blessings we derive 
from your administration ; and that we yield to none of our 
fellow-subjects in zeal for the laws, liberties, and Constitu- 
tion of Great Britain. 

Satisfied as we are that the honour and safety of these 
your Kingdoms, and of every part of this great Empire, 
depend on a due subordination of the whole to the supreme 
legislative authority of Great Britain, constitutionally 
vested in your Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament, 
we are filled with astonishment and horrour to see a most 
audacious spirit of opposition to that supreme authority 
prevail among so many of our fellow-subjects in America. 

When we consider this unprovoked and unnatural re- 
bellion as the effect of blind rage in a deluded multitude, 
seduced to their ruin by the falsehoods and sophistries of 
designing and desperate men, we cannot but pity their in- 
fatuation, and lament its consequences. But we should 
belie our own hearts, and be wanting in duty to our fellow- 
subjects, as well as to the best of Sovereigns, if we did not 
declare, before the world, that we hold all such traitorous 
proceedings, and all their abetters, in utter abomination ; 
that we do most heartily approve of those measures which 
your Majesty has been pleased to take for vindicating the 
authority of the laws, the honour of your crown, and the 
rights of your people; and that, reposing with full confi- 
dence on your royal wisdom and paternal care, we hope 
and earnestly pray that the steady prosecution of the same 
vigorous measures may soon restore peace to America, 
and diffuse prosperity and gladness through every part of 
the British Dominions. 

As we know that your Majesty has nothing so much 
at heart as the good of your subjects, and as nothing could 
make us so happy as to be instrumental in communicating 
any degree of pleasure to the father of his Country, we 
beg leave to inform your Majesty that turbulence and sedi- 
tion are crimes unknown to this City and Province ; that 
our trade and manufactures are flourishing ; and that our 
people are industrious, peaceable, and loyal. 

It is our daiTy and earnest prayer, that the Divine Pro- 
vidence may bless your Majesty with length of days, and 
with all imaginable felicity, both here and hereafter; and 
that your descendants, ever ambitious to imitate your illus- 
trious example, may sway the British sceptre to the latest 
generations. 

Signed in name, in presence, and by appointment of the 
Magistrates and Town Council of Aberdeen, in Council 
convened, at Aberdeen, the nineteenth day of October, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Adam Duff, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE BURGH OF AYR. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 
of the Burgh of Ayr, presented to His Majesty by the 
Right Honourable Sir George Macartney, Knight of the 
Bath, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Town Council of your ancient Royal Burgh of Ayr, 
in Common Council assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, beg leave 
unanimously to express our sentiments of gratitude for the 
many blessings we have enjoyed under your mild Govern- 
ment, ever since your happy accession to the throne. 

Being thus sensible of our own happiness, it is with hor- 
rour and detestation that we behold the standard of Rebel- 
lion erected in so many of your American Provinces, and 
an unnatural war carried on by your subjects there, against 
their lawful Sovereign and Mother Country, after the 
greatest marks of lenity and condescension have been 
shown to them, by your Majesty and the Parliament of 
Great Britain. 

We sincerely lament the present situation of these un- 
happy and deluded people, who, instead of enjoying liberty, 
law, justice, and property, as formerly, are now governed 
by the mob and rabble, headed by mad enthusiasts and 
desperate Republicans, — 



We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that we, and the 
inhabitants of this Burgh, whom we represent, are ready 
to support, with our lives and fortunes, all such measures 
as shall be judged necessary, by your Majesty and Parlia- 
ment, to put a speedy end to this unnatural rebellion, and 
to disappoint the seditious practices of a discontented fac- 
tion at home, who appear to us to have greatly encouraged 
and instigated the rebellion of the Americans. 
_ That Almighty God may bless your Majesty's councils, 
give success to your arms; that a speedy peace and recon- 
ciliation may take place among all your subjects, and the 
further effusion of human blood be preventer! ; that you 
may have a long and prosperous reign, over a free and 
happy people — is our sincere prayer. 

Signed in name and by appointment of the Magistrates 
and Town Council of the Burgh of Ayr, in Common 
Council assembled, this nineteenth day of October, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

James Hutchison, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE FREEHOLDERS OF THE COUNTY OF LIN- 
LITHGOW. 

Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Freeholders, and 
others, of the County of Linlithgow, presented to His 
Majesty by Sir William Augustus Cunynghamc, Baronet, 
their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the County of Linlithgow. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Noble- 
men, Gentlemen, Freeholders, and others, of the County 
of Linlithgow, most humbly beg leave to lament the un- 
happy disturbances occasioned by the Rebellion raised bv 
some of your Majesty's subjects in America; to declare 
our detestation and abhorrence of these and all other at- 
tempts against your Government ; our entire confidence in 
such measures as to your Majesty's wisdom, and that of 
your Parliament, shall appear most prudent to quell the 
insurgents, restore peace to your dominions, and to main- 
tain the necessary constitutional dependance of all your 
Colonies on the Mother Country; and that we are ready 
cheerfully to contribute all in our power to these desirable 
ends. 

Permit us to assure your Majesty of our inviolable at- 
tachment to your sacred person, family, and Government, 
and to offer our prayers for the long continuance of your 
auspicious reign, under which, by the blessing of Divine 
Providence, we enjoy every advantage derivable from our 
happy Constitution. 

In presence and by appointment of the meeting. 

Linlithgow, October 19, 1775. RoSEBERY. 



VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Williamsburgh, October 19, 1775. 

As the circumstances of the present times make it pru- 
dent to guard against the consequence of intelligence to 
the enemies of America, by means of certain evil disposed 
persons, who may travel through the Country for that pur- 
pose, the Committee of Safety do therefore earnestly re- 
commend it to all Magistrates and other officers, civil and 
military, the members of the several Committees, and all 
others within this Colony, to be vigilant in examining all 
strangers and suspected persons whom they may find pass- 
ing, and to stop such as do not give a proper account of 
their journey and employment. 

As Saltpetre is an article much wanted in America, the 
Committee of Safety earnestly recommend it to the plant- 
ers of tobacco in this Colony to cut down and preserve all 
their tobacco suckers : and also to preserve the trash 
stalks, and sweepings of their tobacco houses, which are 
found to be exceedingly useful in the production of that 
necessary article. 

By order of the Committee ; 

John Pendleton, Ju.w, Cleric. 



1103 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, he, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1104 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF VIRGINIA. 

Williamsburgh, October 19, 1775. 

How long will loyalty to your Sovereign, how long will 
your attachment to a form of Government once happily 
administered, how long will that moderation which has 
ever characterized you, prevail on you to keep the sword 
unsheathed, to stifle those noble sentiments of resentment 
which must so torture the breasts of injured innocence ? 
On other occasions such principles might do you immortal 
honour; but as circumstances change our notions of things, 
in what light must we view them when we consider the 
late answer* of a blood-thirsty King to the only men in 
Britain Who '"have honesty and spirit enough to tell him 
they are friends to the liberties of mankind, and will en- 
deavour^ protect them from all tyrannick invasions? It 
must now be shamefully notorious to the whole world, that 
he was the infernal author, and has all along been (though 
a secret yet) the most strenuous supporter of all those dia- 
bolical measures which have been adopted and pursued 
against America. 

But though scenes of villany, with respect to America, 
have been perpetrated on the other side the Allantick, 
which seem to have tortured the invention of hell itself, 
yet, if ye can bear the shock, I will beg leave to call your 
attention nearer home, and bid you behold your native 
land contaminated with those of a far deeper dye : for 
there is a monster of impiety still suffered to exist among 
us, and furnish the world with a new catalogue of crimes, 
to which all ages, all nations, have hitherto been strangers, 
and which could have been suggested to him by none but 
some being more pernicious and exuberant in evil than old 
Satan himself. He was set over a free, a virtuous peo- 
ple, to protect, to be the sacred guardian of their liberties 
and laws; to diffuse on all, though it were but with reflect- 
ed lustre, the benign rays of sovereign mercy. So long as 
ye thought he even wished (for to accomplish he was by 
nature incapable) to promote these laudable ends, ye 
granted him every indulgence, ye showed him every mark 
of respect that the best, the most virtuous Governour could 
have desired ; even the small share of merit which ye 
thought could possibly be due to any part of his conduct, 
was ever, with the sincerest gratitude, placed in the most 
conspicuous point of view. 

But to trace him through all the dark mazes of his un- 
paralleled perfidy, cruelty, and tyrannick exertions, would 
prove' a painful task, both to him who should write, and to 
him who should think proper to read the black detail ; 
would put vice itself to the blush, shock even inhumanity, 
and make oppression stare. It must suffice, therefore, to 
touch only on a few circumstances; but each of them is 
of such a nature as ought ere this to have sounded the 
trumpet of vengeance through the whole land. I will say 
nothing of the robbery of the publick magazine, which, it 
was foolishly hoped, would at once so disarm and terrify 
the inhabitants as to bring them tamely to submit to every 
act of lawless power ; but, happily for us, it had quite a 
different effect. How would his guilty fears have been 
multiplied had he have known of the six hundred armed 
men assembled at Fredericksburgh, with determined reso- 
lutions to get satisfaction, even though it should be at 
the expense, of a Lord's head ? How would his mean 
dastardly soul, have shrunk within its native contracted 
sphere at the sight of numbers of those brave men whom 
he flattered himself he had, in his late campaign, so invio- 
lably attached to his interest? Fool that he was, to sup- 
pose that men who had so bravely fought and bled for 
their Country could so soon be induced, by any tool of 
despotism, to endeavour to overturn its liberties. But that 
their noble resolutions were not put into execution, he may 
confess himself under eternal obligations to the influence 
of some of our leading men, who, though with the utmost 
difficulty, did at length prevail with them, after holding a 
council of war, composed of their officers and the most 
respectable of their body, to disperse and return, with dis- 
appointment and dissatisfaction, to their respective homes. 
Neither will I trouble you with a relation of that black, 
cowardly, and bloody affair, of the spring guns in the ma- 
gazine ; neither will I molest you with a tedious detail of 
those base scenes of falsehood, equivocation, dissimulation, 

» To the Address of the Lord Mayor, &c, of the City of London. 



and villany, which he acted during the last sessions of 
Assembly, and which so strikingly evince the distinguished 
turpitude of his heart. As to his piratick expeditions up 
and down our rivers, in quest of hen-roosts, sheep-folds, 
cow-pens, and negro-quarters, which he never omitted an 
opportunity of pillaging, they are of too trifling a nature 
to engage your attention ; for here he only condescended 
to imitate the more pardonable crimes of those who are 
but novices in the arts of vice when compared with him- 
self. Nor will I tire out your patience with an enumera- 
tion of the gross insults he has offered in particular to 
individuals, and to the Town of Norfolk, and, in general, 
to the whole Colony ; the bare mention of any one of 
which ought to be sufficient ..to stimulate the most inactive 
to revenge. But how will your breasts glow with just re- 
sentment, and honest indignation, when I tell you he has 
dared to offer violence to the chastity of a poor innocent 
girl? This unhappy victim to his lawless lust, whose 
beauty had stricken him, was by him, or by some of his 
minions, torn from the poor-house in Norfolk, from the 
few friends which poverty could procure her, carried on 
board his ship, and forced to become an instrument of 
pleasure to him who had degraded himself far beneath 
the most grovelling of the brute creation. There, we are 
told, she was kept, and in that capacity, till that notorious 
pander of his brutal passions, by the prostitution of his own 
offspring, supplied him with more charming objects : for 
on their arrival this unhappy girl was dismissed, and thrown 
upon the world, robbed of all. she held most dear, of all 
on which she relied for a future reputable subsistence. Ye 
inhabitants of Norfolk! Why were ye passive here? 
Why suffer such an outrage to go unpunished ? Could 
none be found among you animated with the noble spirit 
of old Virginiusl Or would none dare to stand forth the 
avenger of injured, of ravished virtue ? Such an act, 
whatever had been the consequence, would have been 
supported by the whole Colony ; nay, by the whole 
Continent, and would have entailed on its authors eternal 
applause. 

To let the sword, therefore, remain a moment longer 
within the scabbard, will be criminal. What ! Shall the 
sons of Virginia be idle spectators, while one of her 
daughters is ravished, and while others are, by that dia- 
bolical pander, prostituted with such unnatural, such un- 
heard-of infamy? No! Give vent, then, to every senti- 
ment of revenge ; let it, like the obstructed torrent, burst 
forth with gathered fury ; let it sweep off, and bury in 
eternal oblivion, that more than Tartarian monster of 
impiety, that infamous pander, and his prostituted race, 
that posterity may not know that there ever was an age 
when humanity was so far debased, and that the future 
daughters of Virginia may never blush to hear that there 
was a time when one of their sisters could so shamefully 
depart from the amiable characteristick applied to the fair 
sex in general, but more particularly to them. 

Let it involve also, in the same deserved fate, those 
insolent minions of his who act under the auspices of his 
all-malevolent countenance. The insults they, without any 
provocation under heaven, offer to every person who passes 
within their reach, are insufferable. Neither had they 
been thus long borne, had not the people been left in un- 
certainty how to act, by seeing that laudabTe spirit which 
was but a few months ago hursting forth against the first 
strides of tyranny and lawless power, checked by those 
whom they thought more capable of consulting for the 
common good than themselves. They indeed acted from 
the best, the noblest principles ; but it is the inevitable 
frailty of human nature sometimes to be deceived in its 
conjectures of the future, even where t7ie consequences 
are most carefully drawn from, and tried by the present 
and the past, the surest criteria within the reach of hu- 
manity. 

I know the heart of every Virginian glows with secret 
resentment when he reflects that there is not a peaceable 
passenger secure from the search and insults of the insig- 
nificant Captains of a few armed vessels, who now pretend 
to lord it over us; but each waits for his neighbour to 
strike the first blow. The destruction of them must cost 
the lives of a few; but when all are, to a man, prepared 
to risk them in the noble cause in which we are engaged, 
why are we backward ? Perhaps, too", it may cost either 
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the partial or total destruction of one of our sea-port Towns ; 
but the inhabitants of it are ready to see it sacrificed when 
the general good requires it. They are conscious of the 
importance of a noble and spirited stand. They also, as 
well as every true friend to America, must be conscious, 
that it is not for the accumulation of wealth, nor even for 
the preservation of more of that which wo already possess, 
than is consistent with the good of the whole, that we are 
struggling. Cut if we can retain only a small share of our 
property, secure our future safety, and maintain our liber- 
ties inviolate, we shall think ourselves rich, fortunate, and 
happy indeed. Let me again tell you, that any further 
delay is dangerous, is criminal. Behold how they arc forti- 
fying and strengthening themselves in their own abominable 
wickedness! While we can, with the loss of the lives of 
but few of our countrymen, and with the destruction of 
only part of the property of a few others, let us sacrifice 
the whole infernal crew to the guardian deities of Ameri- 
can liberty, and to those of Virginian chastity. Their 
sacred rights have of late been so horridly profaned, so 
daringly violated, that they require some propitiatory sacri- 
fice to be immediately made. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO CENERAL WOOSTER. 

Philadelphia, October 19, 1775. 

Sir: General Schuyler, having by letter informed the 
Congress, that he believed he should have no occasion to 
employ the troops under your command, 1 am desired by 
the Congress to direct that you immediately proceed, with 
the troops under your command, to the batteries erecting 
on the Highlands on North River, and there leave as many 
of your troops as, in the opinion of the conductor, will be 
necessary for expediting the completion of the works there ; 
and that you repair with the remainder of the troops to 
New-York, and there continue until further orders from 
the Congress. But in case you should have any orders 
from General Schuyler previous to the receipt of this, to 
join the Army under his command, or in any way to be 
aiding to his expedition, you are wholly to conform your- 
self to bis directions, the above orders of Congress not- 
withstanding. I am, &c, 

John Hancock, President. 
To Brigadier-General Woosler, at Albany. 



COMMITTEE OF CONTINENTAL CONGRESS TO NEW-HAMP- 
SHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
[Circular.] 

Philadelphia, October 19, 1775. 

Sir : The Continental Congress having been pleased to 
appoint us a Committee for collecting an account of the 
hostilities committed by the Ministerial Troops and Navy 
in America, since last March, with proper evidence of the 
truth of the facts related, the number and value of the 
buildings destroyed, and of the vessels inward and outward 
bound seized by them, as nearly as can be ascertained, 
and, also, the stock taken by them from different parts of 
the Continent, as you may see by the enclosed resolve, 
we entreat the assistance of your Convention, that we 
may be enabled to perform what is required of us, and to 
report our proceedings in the manner and with the expedi- 
tion the Congress expects ; and, to that end, that you will 
be pleased to furnish us with the necessary materials, send- 
ing to us clear, distinct, full, and circumstantial details of 
the hostile and destructive acts, and the captures or seizures, 
and depredations in your Colony, and accurate estimates 
of the loss and damage, with the solemn examinations of 
witnesses, and other papers and documents, officially authen- 
ticated. 

We are, Sir, your obedient, humble servants, 

Silas Deane, 
John Adams, 
George Wythe. 

allegiance to crowned heads ufon the british 

THRONE. 

New-York, October 19, 1775. 

The word Allegiance is derived from the Latin verb 
alligo, or alligare, which signifies the binding of one thing 
or person to another : when it is spoken of a subject with 



relation to his Sovereign, it means the obligation the for- 
mer is under to submit to and obey the latter in all things 
lawful ; so that it is the legal faith and obedience which 
every subject owes to his Sovereign, immediately upon his 
bejng placed upon the throne, with the royal crown upon 
his bead, accompanied with his coronation oath. 

Sovereign rulers, seated upon the throne of Great Bri- 
tain, are bound by their coronation oath to govern the 
realm according to the fundamental laws of the Stale, 
contained in Magna Charta, which is the basis of all the 
English laws and liberties that can be justified ; which 
laws the subject is under indispensable obligations to obey, 
so soon as he sustains the relation of a subject to his So- 
vereign. But the obligation is very much confirmed by 
his taking the oath of allegiance. For he promises and 
solemnly swears, that he will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to his Sovereign upon the throne, governing ac- 
cording to the fundamental laws of the Kingdom. 

This oath of allegiance, taken by the subject to the 
Sovereign, may be considered as the counterpart of the 
coronation oath, taken by the Sovereign to the subject ; 
and both together constitute the nature of a covenant be- 
tween Prince and people ; for as the King or Queen is 
bound by oath to govern the people according to the fun- 
damental laws of Magna Charta, so the people are bound 
by the oath of allegiance to obey all the laws of the Ad- 
ministration that are conformable to that great charter. 

But if the British Legislature enact laws subversive of 
the fundamental Constitution — laws that stretch the prero- 
gative beyond its limited bounds, and violate the liberties 
of the subject, the Sovereign adding his sanction to them, 
and thereby violating his coronation oath ; the people in 
such case are absolved, ipso facto, from their obligations 
of obedience to the King. So far, in this case, is it from 
being a virtue and matter of duty for the people tamely 
to surrender their natural and constitutional rights and pri- 
vileges, that it is their duty to insist upon them, and not 
submit to the cruel arm of despotism. 

Every measure, indeed, expressive of suitable deference 
to crowned heads, should be taken, by petitions, remon- 
strances, and addresses to the Throne. But if all these are 
rejected and prove ineffectual, the subject has a right to 
defend his liberties by resistance, even unto blood, in case 
the Administration endeavour to carry their unconstitutional 
acts of despotism into execution by the sword. The law 
of God, the law of nature, and the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
will justify them in so doing. 

But may we rebel against the King? Is he not "the 
Lord's anointed ?" No ! the King of England is not " the 
Lord's anointed," in the sense that Saul, David, and 
other Kings of Israel were, who were made Kings by the 
special appointment and nomination of God himself. 

The Government of the Jeivs, before God gave them 
a King, w r as theocratical. God himself was their King 
and their lawgiver, as an absolute Sovereign. And when 
the form of their Government was changed, he pointed out 
their Kings, who by divine direction were solemnly anointed 
with oil. God retaining his legislative superintendency, 
as supreme monarch, their Kings had only the adminis- 
tration of Government committed to their trust; in which 
they were under indispensable obligations to be observant 
of his laws, in every step of their administration. 

But we have no such Kings in England, nor ever had. 
Not one of them ever was pointed out by God, in that ex- 
traordinary way, nor anointed as those Kings of Israel 
were. Our Kings are made so by compact, as is apparent 
in the coronation oath and oath of allegiance. The rule 
of the Administration is the law, or laws made by the 
Lords and Commons, agreeable to Magna Charta; and 
the King is as much bound by that Constitution as the 
subject. 

Therefore, if the King gives his sanction to acts of Par- 
liament, subversive of that grand charter by which he holds 
his crown, and endeavours to carry them into execution by 
force of arms, the people have a right to repel force by 
force, in vindication of their lives, their rights and privi- 
leges. And if they do, it cannot with any propriety be 
called rebellion; for rebellion is a traitorous taking up 
of arms against the King, in the regular discharge of his 
important trust, as King of Great Britain, &tc. 

But when the King of Great Britain violates the Con- 
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stitution, by such mal-administration as lias been specified, 
he unkings himself, and is liable to be deposed : Nay, lie 
in a sense deposes himself. The person remains, but the 
constitutional King of Great Britain no longer exists in 
him. Nor can he be recovered from that degradation, 
that moral and political death, without reversing, annul- 
ling, and repealing those unconstitutional acts which he 
has ratified, and recalling the fleets and armies of those 
raparees, those bloody banditti he has sent forth to carry 
them into execution. 

Can it, with any propriety, be called rebellion to fight 
against such robbers, such murderers, who came with an 
unjustifiable commission to rob, plunder, and destroy, con- 
trary to the letter, spirit, and genius of the British Con- 
stitution ? May it not rather be said, that they fight and 
rebel against the King, inasmuch as they rebel against the 
Constitution that made him King; and so fight against the 
King, though they fight for his person? And are not all 
those Ministers and lawmakers traitors to the King, who 
have led him into these destructive snares? And yet the 
Kino- himself cannot be excused. 

It would be vain to say, he did not make those uncon- 
stitutional acts, but the Lords and Commons in Parliament 
assembled. For he ratified them, and passed them into 
laws, when he might and could have negatived them. His 
approbation passed them into laws, to enslave or murder 
his subjects. And he, having the power of making war 
as well as peace, sent his hostile fleets and armies to en- 
slave or destroy his American Colonies, when he might 
have withheld them, and ought so to have done. Nor can 
he any more be deemed the lawful King of Great Britain, 
until he repeals those cruel acts, and causes the bloody 
war to cease which they have commenced. No King, 
unless it be a constitutional King, can subsist under the 
Tlnglish Constitution. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WOOSTER. 

Ticonderoga, October 19, 1775. 

Sir: The Continental Congress having taken the six 
first Regiments, raised this year in the Colony of Connec- 
ticut, (of which yours is one,) into the pay and service of 
the associated Colonies, at the earnest request of the honour- 
able Delegates representing the Colony of Connecticut, and 
you having in a variety of instances obeyed the orders of 
Congress, who have conferred on you the rank of Briga- 
dier-General in the Army of the associated Colonies, I was 
taught to believe you considered yourself as such, both from 
what I have above observed, and from your declarations to 
me yesterday ; but I am just now informed, that you have 
called a General Court-Martial, at Fort George, in your 
way up here — a conduct which I cannot account for, unless 
you consider yourself my superior; and that cannot be in 
virtue of your appointment by Congress, by which you 
are a younger Brigadier-General than Mr. Montgomery ; 
and unless you consider yourself as such, I cannot, consist- 
ent with the duty I owe the publick, permit you to join 
that part of the Army now under Brigadier-General Mont- 
gomery's command, lest a confusion and disagreement 
should arise that might prove fatal to our operations in 
Canada. You will, therefore, Sir, please to give me your 
explicit answer to this question: whether you consider 
yourself and your Regiment in the service of the asso- 
ciated Colonies, and yourself a younger Brigadier-General 
in that service than Mr. Montgomery or not, that no mis- 
apprehensions or misrepresentations may hereafter arise. 

I am, Sir, with much respect, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Philip Schuyler. 
To General Wooster. 



GENERAL WOOSTER TO MAJOR-GENERAL SCHUYLER. 
Ticonderoga, October 19, 1775. 

Sir : In answer to your favour of this day, give me 
leave to acquaint you, that immediately upon my receiving 
the Continental articles of war, I gave them out to the 
different Captains and commanders of Companies in my 
Regiment, but they universally declined signing them ; of 
consequence, in the discipline of the troops under my 
command, I was obliged to continue in the use of the law 
martial of Connecticut, under which they were raised, 



which I certainly had a right to do, by virtue of my com- 
mission from that Colony. Upon the same principle, I 
ordered a General Court-Martial at Fort George, which, 
whether right or not, was never designed in the least to 
contradict or counteract your authority as Commander-in- 
Chief of the troops upon this department. 

With regard to the other question, my appointment in 
the Continental Army, you are sensible could not be very 
agreeable to me, notwithstanding which, I never should 
have continued in the service, had I not determined to 
observe the rules of the Army. No, Sir ; I have the cause 
of my Country too much at heart to attempt to make any 
difficulty or uneasiness in the Army, upon whom the suc- 
cess of an enterprise of almost infinite importance to the 
Country is now depending. I shall consider my rank in 
the Army what my commission from the Continental 
Congress makes it, and shall not attempt to dispute the 
command with General Montgomery at St. John's. As 
to my Regiment, I consider them as what they really are, 
according to the tenor of their enlistments, and compact 
with the Colony of Connecticut, by whom they were raised, 
and now acting in conjunction with the troops of the other 
Colonies in the service, and for the defence of the asso- 
ciated Colonies in general. You may depend, Sir, that I 
shall exert myself as much as possible to promote the 
strictest union and harmony among both officers and sol- 
diers in the Army, and use every means in my power to 
give success to the expedition. 

I am, Sir, with much respect, your most obedient ser- 
vant, David Wooster. 
To Major-General Schuyler. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Ticonderoga, October 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir: 1 am indebted to you in a thousand thanks 
for your polite letter which Mr. Caldwell was so good as 
to deliver me this day. The utmost of my ambition is to ap- 
prove myself a good citizen — an important and comprehen- 
sive epithet. You will pardon me if I refer you to my pub- 
lick letters for an account of our operations: nothing as yet 
that is decisive. The intelligence which I have received 
from Congress, respecting the Ministerial designs on Hudson 
River, gives me much uneasiness, as I think it must to 
every friend to America acquainted with the geography of 
that part of the Country; but a timely attention, and a vig- 
orous execution of any plan that may be formed to guard 
against the evil, may frustrate the designs of the Ministry. 
Were I in Congress, and capable of conveying my ideas 
with propriety, 1 should speak for hours on the subject, in 
order to impress gentlemen, were it needful with gentlemen, 
of the necessity of taking this matter in hand without delay. 
My good wishes attend you through life. 

I am, dear Sir, most sincerely, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, D c 

Philip Schuyler. 

To Richard Henry Lee, Esq. 



New. York, October 19, 1775. 

We hear from Rhodc-hland that Colonel Esek Hop- 
kins, a brave and experienced officer, is arrived there, at 
the Town of Bristol, with seven hundred men, sent by Gen- 
eral Washington in order to protect the inhabitants from the 
piratical incursions of a Captain Wallace and other free- 
booters, acting under the pretended authority of a set of 
traitors aiming to establish a tyrannical Government on the 
ruins of the English Constitution. 

This pirate, Wallace, having presumed in a cowardly 
dependance on his lawless force to demand the property 
of the inhabitants, and, like other robbers, threatening them 
with destruction in case of refusal, which threat he enforced 
by murderously and treasonably firing a number of shot 
against the Town of Bristol, the inhabitants of which sent 
on board the said pirate a Committee to expostulate with 
him on the baseness and villany of his conduct. In his 
vindication he showed them the orders of the more atro- 
cious and bloody traitors under whose authority he acted, 
by which he was directed to fire upon, murder and destroy 
every Town or City where there should be the least appear- 
ance of men in arms in order to defend their rights and lib- 
erties ; and be told them ""that in case there should be the 



1109 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1110 



appearance of men in arms in opposition to his illegal de- 
mands, he should certainly fire upon them. After he had 
by threats extorted from and robbed the inhabitants of as 
much of their property as they were, on such a sudden de- 
mand, able to produce, Colonel Hopkins and his forces 
arrived, and on being told Wallace's menace of firing upon 
the Town in case of the appearance in it of men in arms, 
he let the people know his orders from the General, which 
were, at all events to prevent the pirates from landing or 
receiving supplies from the shore ; and that instead of being 
intimidated from defending their property by fear of the 
Town being fired upon, they might be assured he would 
destroy the Town, rather than the pirates should land in 
or draw supplies or advantage from it. 

It is probable this measure will be adopted with respect 
to all the sea-port Towns in America ; so that no more of 
them will experience the fate of Boston, where many thou- 
sands, relying on the faith of an inhuman villain, have long 
been starving to death by inches under every circumstance 
of distress, and many more thousands have been cozened 
or plundered of their property — but vengeance will soon 
overtake the wretches who have been actors in this horrid 
tragedy. 

COL. JOSEPH REED TO CAPT. NICHOLSON BROUGHTON. 

Head-Quarters, October 19, 1775. 

Sir: Besides the other two brigs mentioned in your 
former instructions, we have advice that another brig, laden 
with arms and ammunition, sails the latter end of August 
for Quebcch, under convoy of the Lizard man-of-war of 
twenty-eight guns, so that you will be careful how you 
expose yourself to the risk of falling into their hands. You 
may reasonably conclude, if you see a brig under convoy 
of a ship, that it is the abovementioned, and take care ac- 
cordingly. Capt. Reed, of Philadelphia, sails in company 
with the two former, and it may be depended upon that 
they are under no convoy, and are of no force. 

1 am, Sir, yours, &c, J. Reed. 

To Captain Nicholson Br ought on. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Head-Quarters, October 19, 1775. 

Sir: Your favours per express and for Mr. Wilson are 
received. The two hundred and sixty dollars were sent per 
express, as per receipt; but, to prevent any disappointment, 
the sum you mentioned is now again sent. You must make 
inquiry and endeavour to get the former sum, which has 
missed its way. Let two hundred barrels of flour be de- 
tained for the use of the vessels at Salem, to be put in the 
hands of the agent. There is nothing to be gained by 
sending teams from hence, so that you had better employ 
those of the country at the price you mention. A letter 
from you to the Committee of Ipsioich, 1 fancy, will answer 
all your purpose. We really have no time this morning. 

We have no news from St. John's to be depended on. 
For God's sake, hurry off the vessels that are to cruise — 
transports without convoy arrive every day at Boston. The 
Philadelphia delegates are in camp. Your friend Mr. Lynch 
will he glad to see you. We must take another opportu- 
nity to write Mr. Wenlworth. I will do what I can for 
Wilson, who, I think, has merit. 

Yours, he, J. Reed. 

To Stephen Moylan, Esq. 

P. S. Please to deliver the enclosed letters for Selman 
and Broughton to themselves. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN AND JOHN GLOVER TO COL. JOS. REED. 

Salem, October 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Mr. Moylan received your letter of this day, 
with the money he had received at Portsmouth, two hun- 
dred and sixty dollars, the evening of the day he last wrote 
you. This serves to acquaint his Excellency that Captain 
Broughton and Captain Selman will both be ready to sail 
to-morrow. The latter is in want of a Surgeon, which you 
will please to have despatched, as we believe it will be 
difficult to prevail on the Captain and crew to go without 
one. Enclosed is a letter from Capt. Bond to a gentleman 
of that profession, who is willing to go on board. We shall 



deliver the letters you enclosed to Mr. Moylan to each 

Captain, on their departure. The whole of the orders Col. 

Glover left with Colonel Burbarik have not been complied 

with, particularly the musket cartridges, flints, the musket 

balls and buck-shot, for which Captain Glover sent off an 

express last evening. Do, Sir, forward the Surgeon, and 

those articles which may give work to surgeons, immediately. 

Mr. Moylan has the pleasure to inform his Excellency that 

the flour is all safe arrived, and we have the pleasure to 

assure you of our best regards. m 

° dtephen Moylan, 

To Colonel Joseph Reed. JoHN Gloter - 



EPHRAIM BOWEN TO COLONEL JOSEPH REED. 

Plymouth, October 19, 1775. 

Esteemed Sir: Yours per Captain Martindale I re- 
ceived last evening, and have consulted with him about 
the guns, and conclude that they are large enough for the 
schooner. Shall get them on board to-morrow morning. 
You mentioned nothing about the swivels to make up the 
complement often, as I wrote you there were seven here. 
Should be glad to know your pleasure concerning the re- 
mainder, nor whether it would be agreeable to have one 
or both of the cohorns. Mr. William Watson, one of 
the Committee, tells me that the powder may be had here 
for this schooner of Adams's, as they have one thousand 
weight in this Town, but advises that the General would 
give a line to the Committee thereon, to ease the minds of 
the people. As that quantity is a large proportion for this 
Town, I doubt not the General will order it here. I have 
therefore sent no formers; only desire that you would send 
paper for the cartridges, as there is no paper to be had here. 
The schooner will be complete for sea by Saturday night, 
so that if the men are here, every thing can be made ready 
save the cartridges, which can be made in a few hours. 
Captain Adams accepts the birth of master, and expects 
the same terms as other masters at Salem, fee. 
|* I have, with Captain Martindale, this day examined the 
schooner of Wormwell' s, and find her to answer. Captain 
Watson says three-fourths of her are in the hands of the 
Commissary, and expects the same terms as others for her. 
Shall proceed to-morrow in fitting her with all possible 
speed. Captain Martindale says he is to have twelve car- 
riage guns and sixteen or twenty swivels. Should be glad 
to know in what manner it is concluded to fit this vessel, 
that I may be governed about the cannon at Bristol. I have 
no friends in Providence or Bristol who can reap any ad- 
vantage in this business through my means, and be assured 
that 1 would not lose one moment's time to the detriment 
of the cause in which I am engaged. Captain Martindale 
says he should not desire so large a number of cannon, but 
finds the vessel to be able to carry them, and doubts not of 
giving a good account of them. I have sent Mr. Harlow, 
the bearer, on purpose with this letter, as I found the vessel 
would be ready as soon as the people could possibly be 
here. You'll please to satisfy him for his time. The horse 
he rides is the one I rode, in lieu of which I beg you will 
order a better, as it will be impossible to make that despatch 
to Bristol which will be requisite with him. 

Since writing the above, Capt. Wormwell has been here, 
and says he will not let his part of the vessel under six shil- 
lings, sterling money; and as Adams says he is to have but 
five shillings four pence, am afraid it will cause some unea- 
siness if Wormwell has more. Should therefore beg your 
opinion in this case ; therefore, shall do nothing towards 
fitting her till I know it. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

To Colonel Joseph Reed. E " BoWEN - 



COLONEL HUNTINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Roxbury Camp, October 19, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : His Excellency General Washington 
has discharged, at their desire, three of the officers of" my 
Regiment — Lieutenant Terrell, of Ripley's Company; 
Ensign Markham, of Ellsworth's ; and Ensign Stoughton, 
of Humphrey's — and I have promoted Lieutenant Hillyer, 
of Humphrey's, to the Adjutancy, which makes four vacan- 
cies in the whole. The principal officers of the Regiment 
have desired me to recommend them to be filled up in the 
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following manner, in case blank commissions are not sent 
to me. I believe tbe disposition will be generally agree- 
able, and for the service of the Regiment. Ensign Abra- 
ham Wright, of Major's Company, to be Second Lieuten- 
ant in the Fourth Company, (Humphrey's,) vice Lieuten- 
ant Hillyer ; Sergeant Jonathan Humphrey, Jun., of the 
Fourth, to be Ensign, vice Ensign Wright; Ensign Na- 
thaniel Bingham, of Lieutenant-Colonel Douglass's Com- 
pany, to be Second Lieutenant of Ripley's, (which is the 
Tenth,) vice Lieutenant Chamberlain, to be promoted to 
the First .Lieutenancy, vice Lieutenant Tirrell ; Sergeant 
John Kinsman, of Colonel Douglass's, to be Ensign, vice 
Ensign Bingham ; Sergeant Solomon Makepeace, of the 
Fifth Company, (that is, Ellsworth's,) to be Ensign, vice 
Ensign Markham. 

We have many fears concerning the Commissary Gene- 
ral of our Army, who we just hear is dangerously sick at 
your house. The universal satisfaction he has given in his 
station, and in private life, fills every one with much anx- 
iety for his recovery. 

The night before last, one of our floating batteries was 
much damaged by the bursting of a cannon — two men 
killed", 'and'several wounded. We had three fine floating 
batteries, two in Cambridge and one in Mistick River — 
two of them remain good yet — and about twenty flat-bot- 
tomed boats, "triat will carry near one hundred men each, 
besides a number of whale boats. What is to done with 
them I know not. 

Our enemies continue their defensive operations; they 
have taken down the buildings not far from the Haymarket, 
south end of Boston, and made an opening from water to 
water, arid are busily raising batteries. 

All the articles of news from the other side of the water 
are full of threats. All appearances of a reconciliation 
between this Country and Great Britain, commonly though 
erroneously called the Mother Country, are vanished out 
of sight. The breach is daily widening. I begin to think 
the golden age of New-England is passed; that she will 
enjoy no more of her good days, such as she has seen, till 
the time comes when there will be none to hurt or destroy 
in all tbe holy mountain. 

With most dutiful respects, I remain your affectionate 

' Jedediah Huntington. 

Honourable Governour Trumbull. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF WORCESTER. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of the 
City of Worcester, in Council assembled, presented to His 
Majesty by John Walsh and Thomas Bates Rous, Esquires, 
their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens 
of the City of Worcester, in Council assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of your ancient 
and loyal City of Worcester, humbly beg leave to approach 
your throne, with hearts full of zeal to your Majesty's per- 
son and Government, truly sensible of the great benefits 
we enjoy under your Majesty's mild and auspicious reign. 

At the same time, we think it our duty to express our 
abhorrence of those seditious principles which, under the 
mask of patriotism, have been industriously propagated by 
artful and evil designing men, through all ranks of your 
Majesty's subjects in those Kingdoms, and have excited a 
most atrocious and unnatural rebellion in many of your 
American Colonies, which we implore your Majesty to 
suppress by an exertion of the powers with which you are 
invested ; entirely relying on. your Majesty's wisdom and 
paternal care for such terms of concession, from the delu- 
ded Colonists, as shall be consistent with the honour of the 
crown, the support of commerce, and the welfare of the 
British Empire. 

And here we beg leave to inform your Majesty, that, 
notwithstanding the cessation of our trade to America, we 
find the principal manufacture of this City still continues in 
a flourishing state; but whatever interruptions our trade 
may for a time receive we shall cheerfully submit to, firmly 
persuaded that publick happiness can never be secured 



till the - legislative authority is acknowledged by all your 
Majesty's subjects, in its fullest extent. 

We solemnly assure your Majesty, that we are ready to 
sacrifice all that is dear to us in support of your Majesty's 
person and Government, and that we will at all times op- 
pose with vigour every attempt to violate that Constitution 
which is the envy of other nations and the glory of our 
own. 

Given under our common seal, this twentieth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy-five. 



ADDRESS OF THE COUNTY OF STAFFORD. 

Address of the County of Stafford, presented to His 
Majesty by Sir William Bagot and Sir John Wrottesley, 
Baronets, their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 

We, your Majesty's loyal and faithful subjects of the 
populous and commercial County of Stafford, humbly beg 
leave to express our just sense of your Majesty's paternal 
care for the welfare and prosperity of all your people, and 
to testify our great concern that your Majesty's auspicious 
reign should be disturbed by an ungrateful and unnatural 
rebellion in America, encouraged and abetted here by those 
who, under the specious veil of liberty, arc sacrificing the 
blessings of order, of true freedom, and publick harmony, 
to factious views and gratifications, and who endeavour to 
unsettle the foundations that give unity and firmness to the 
whole, by restraining the legislative power of the British 
Parliament, and contesting its original and inherent autho- 
rity, which must extend to every part of \he. British Empire. 

Far from being actuated by vindictive principles, we 
sincerely wish to see peace and harmony restored to our 
fellow-subjects in America. But when we observe a pre- 
sumptuous faction daring to address the electors of Great 
Britain at large, to countenance rebellion, and withhold 
every means that can enable your. Majesty to quell it — at 
such a juncture, duty, gratitude, and regard for the whole 
community, call upon us to concur with the rest of your 
Majesty's loyal subjects, in offering our faithful services 
for the support of our excellent Constitution, and of your 
Majesty's mild and impartial Government, well assured 
that whatever we can offer and contribute will be directed 
by your Majesty's wisdom to the common good, of main- 
taining the dignity of the crown and of the estates of this 
realm, and of promoting the real interests of the subject, 
by the most salutary and effectual measures. 

October 20, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF GLOUCESTER. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Common 
Council of the City of Gloucester, in Council assembled, 
presented to His Majesty by George Selwyn, Esq., one of 
their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, tbe Mayor, 
Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Common Council of the City of 
Gloucester, in Council assembled, impressed with a grate- 
ful sense of the many and great blessings we enjoy under 
your Majesty's mild and auspicious Government, beg leave 
to approach the throne, to testify our astonishment at and 
abhorrence of the unnatural rebellion which prevails amongst 
the deluded Colonies in America, and to assure your Ma- 
jesty of our utmost assistance and support in maintaining 
the legislative authority of Great Britain over all your 
Dominions. 

The paternal care and affection which your Majesty ex- 
tends to all your subjects, and your unwearied endeavours 
for the support of their religious and civil liberties, give us 
the pleasing assurances that no efforts will be wanting to 
bring back the rebellious Americans to a just sense of their 
duty and allegiance, and to restore the blessings of peace, 
and establish it upon a firm and permanent foundation. 

That your Majesty may triumph over all the enemies of 
our happy Constitution, and long continue to reign over a 
free and united people, is our sincere and ardent prayer. 

Given under our common seal, the twentieth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy-five. 
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ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, ETC., OF THE TOWN 
OF NOTTINGHAM. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Manufacturers, and 
principal Inhabitants of the Town of Nottingham, trans- 
mitted to the Earl of Bochford, one of His Majesty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Manufac- 
turers, and principal Inhabitants of the Town of Not- 
tingham. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

Truly sensible of the many blessings we enjoy under 
your Majesty's Government, we humbly beg leave to ap- 
proach the throne, to express our abhorrence of that spirit 
of faction and rebellion which has broken out, and still 
exists, in Some of the Colonies in America. However 
their behaviour, may be cloaked under the specious pre- 
tence of liberty, yet it is not difficult to discover that the 
term is only prostituted to the vilest and most unwarrant- 
able purposes. _ The daring insults shown to your Majes- 
ty's person. ani.LGoyernment, we have seen with a mixture 
of indignation and contempt, and could not help lamenting 
the licen.tipusiVess of the times, and the too fashionable 
mode, now adopted by many, of reproaching the most 
sacred characters. We feel the necessity your Majesty 
was under, in taking the part you did in this crisis of affairs 
in America, as it wa? impossible for your Majesty not to 
foresee, that unless Government be supported with firmness 
and fortitude, confusion and disorder must inevitably ensue. 
Though we are sorry to give the most distant hint that 
any of the subjects in this Kingdom can have been disaf- 
fected to your Majesty, yet we cannot so far disguise our 
opinion as not to say that we believe, had not the flames 
of sedition been blown up by turbulent and dissatisfied 
minds, the disputes now subsisting between the Mother 
Country and her Colonies had long since been accommo- 
dated. 

The association. forming in the Metropolis is a confirma- 
tion of our opinion ; but we have the satisfaction to hope 
that your Majesty's loyal subjects will convince these few 
mistaken men that, their attempts to sow the seeds of dis- 
cord amongst us will prove as impotent as they are wick- 
ed, and that (heir design will be too glaring to escape the 
notice, and their aim. too detestable not to excite the honest 
indignation__of the publick. In this situation, whom have 
we to look up unto but your Majesty, who is at once the 
guardian of ..the rights and the avenger of the injuries of 
our Country? It becomes, therefore, our duty to implore 
your Majesty's protection, and to offer you every assistance 
in our power. 

As clemency and mercy are the criterion of a noble 
mind, it will be impossible for your Majesty not to exercise 
them, whenever proper concessions may be made from 
America; but till then, relying on the wisdom of your 
Majesty and your Council, we trust you will take such 
measures as may effectually bring back the Colonists to a 
sense of their duty, and at the same time convince them, 
that when the honour and dignity of the crown demand 
obedience, your Majesty will not bear the sword in vain. 
October 20, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF NOTTINGHAM. 

Address of the Mayor and Burgesses of the Town of 
Nottingham., presented by Lord Howe and Lord Edward 
Bentinck. 
The humble Address of the Mayor and Burgesses of the 

Town of Nottingham, in Common Council assembled. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor and Burgesses of the Town of Nottingham, in Com- 
mon Council assembled, beg leave to approach your royal 
presence with that submissive and grateful affection which 
is due to the illustrious descendant of the House of Hano- 
ver, and, with all humility, to supplicate the intervention 
of your Majesty's wisdom and power for averting those 
unusual calamities which hang over our Country, and which 
affect us with J.he deepest concern. In the present critical 
situation of these Kingdoms, it becomes Britons to drop 



every consideration but that of love to their Sovereign and 
their Country, and to unite as one man in their endeavours, 
by all lawful means, to stay those evils which threaten to 
involve the whole British community in one general dis- 
tress. Impressed with this sentiment, permit us, Sire, to 
express our dread of the consequences of those Addresses, 
which, making a show of peculiar loyalty to your Majesty, 
and of distinguished zeal for the rights of the British Le- 
gislature, recommend an unyielding pursuit of measures, 
which, whether constitutional or not, if we may judge from 
present appearances, are perhaps as impracticable as they 
are ruinous. We would yield to none in a faithful attach- 
ment to your Majesty's sacred person and Government, or 
in a zealous concern for the permanence and dignity of our 
well-tempered Constitution. By these principles your Ma- 
jesty's Corporation of Nottingham has ever been distin- 
guished, and these principles would we transmit, as the 
most valuable inheritance, to posterity. We would meet 
the best subjects of your Majesty in all their loyalty and 
zeal, but at the same time check, if possible, that intempe- 
rate passion, which, for the sake of uncertain and ideal 
advantages, would hazard the dismembering of the Bri- 
tish Empire, and the loss of those Provinces, to which 
the dignity of your Majesty's crown, and the prosperity, 
wealth, and power of these Kingdoms, have been so hugely 
indebted, and on which the preservation from the ambi- 
tious attempts of rival nations may hereafter principally 
depend. We wish to see one presiding spirit actuate the 
whole British Empire. We wish to see a due subordina- 
tion maintained through the whole to the authority of the 
British Legislature, nor would we be thought to counte- 
nance any claims that lead to independence; but we fear 
the hand of force will never answer the wishes of any 
friend to this Country. We dread even victory itself — 
every victory but that over the wills and affections of our 
American fellow-subjects, which arms and violence are but 
ill-fitted to produce, as any other victory can be but tem- 
porary and delusive, since the disunion of affections with 
America would rob us of the most valuable advantages of 
conquest, and no armed force which this Nation can spare, 
is, we apprehend, equal to the unwilling subjection of so 
wide a Dominion. 

Permit us, gracious Sovereign, wit!) all humility, to ex- 
press our concern at seeing our gallant officers and soldiers, 
in whom the generous sense of duty and honour declines 
no danger, exposed in this unfortunate and unequal contest, 
and our regret that, their courage is not reserved for a field 
in which, against the natural enemies of Britain, they 
might win honour to themselves and advantage to their 
Country; in particular we grieve to find absent, on such 
an errand, a descendant of that noble family, which, in 
every walk of glory, has equalled the Roman name, to 
whom we had intrusted our representation in Parliament, 
where, by his services to bis Country and to America, he 
might have perpetuated that grateful remembrance which 
his brother had so gloriously acquired. 

From this melancholy view, Sire, we would willingly 
turn our own eyes, nor presume to introduce to your Ma- 
jesty, if we did not hope that so awful a scene might draw 
your royal attention, and induce to that relief which it is 
in your Majesty's power to bestow. Actuated no less by 
unfeigned affection to your royal person and Government, 
and to the true dignity and happiness of the Throne, than 
zeal for the welfare of our Country and of posterity, we 
have ventured to represent these truths in the serious and 
affecting light in which we view tbem. May our Address 
appear to your Majesty in its honest simplicity and integ- 
rity ; may it contribute, with the requests of other your 
Majesty's faithful subjects, to call forth your paternal re- 
gard for your afflicted people. 

The first object of our desires and wishes is the return 
of peace and cordial union with our American fellow-sub- 
jects ; and to this end, most gracious Sovereign, we make 
it our humble and earnest request that your Majesty would 
suspend those hostilities, which, we fear, can have no other 
than a fatal issue, and, in your great wisdom and goodness, 
restore that better system of interchangeable interests and 
affections, of whose blessing no just calculation can be 
formed, and which a long experience has proved to be an 
ample foundation for every desirable advantage to this 
Country. 
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Given under our common seal, at the Guildhall of the 
Town of Nottingham, the 20ih day of October, 1775. 
Robert Seagrave, Toivn Clerk. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE TOWN OF 
> NOTTINGHAM. 

Address of the Gentlemen, principal Manufacturers, and 
Inhabitants of the Town of Nottingham, presented by Lord 
Howe and Lord Edward Benlinck. 

The humble Address of the Gentlemen, principal Manu- 
facturers, and Inhabitants of the Town of Nottingham. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 

We, the Gentlemen, principal Manufacturers, and In- 
habitants of the Town of Nottingham, beg leave, at this 
interesting period, to approach your royal presence in the 
character of your most loyal and affectionate subjects, 
whose attachment to the illustrious house of Hanover, and 
the Constitution of the British Empire, has been received 
by us as the sacred injunction of our parents, has been invio- 
lably preserved, will be carried with us lo our graves, and 
transmitted to our posterity. Devoted to these interests, 
we rejoice in every opportunity which invites a declaration 
of our principles ; we would not yield in these noble sen- 
timents to any subjects of your Majesty's Government, but, 
like them, be prepared with life and fortune to maintain 
the true dignity of your Majesty's crown, the just, the 
useful, and practicable rights of the British Legislature. 

Inspired with these sentiments, we have no fear, Sire, 
in conveying to the throne the sense we have of the pre- 
sent situation of our Country, and of those steps which 
alone remain to rescue it from that impending danger into 
which it is plunged. We presume not to question the good 
intention of those who approach your Majesty with a dif- 
ferent language ; but, convinced that the measures which 
they recommend lead to irrecoverable ruin, it would ill 
become us to sit silent spectators in such an hour of danger ; 
in an hour on whose resolves the fate of Britain hangs. 

However just the claims of iheBritish Parliament, how- 
ever constitutional its sovereignty over every member of 
its extended Empire, the situation of America we appre- 
hend to be such as renders it imprudent, and of no advan- 
tage to the common welfare, (the great end of sovereignty,) 
to enforce all these claims. No benefit can be greater 
than what results from the union of affections, of com- 
merce, and of interests, with such distant Provinces. We 
lament the interruption of this union, and trust that, in the 
return to it, your Majesty will find the true policy of your 
Government, the best happiness of your Kingdoms. 

In this great national question, Sire, we decline the men- 
tion of our particular interests, (the manufacturers of this 
late flourishing Town and neighbourhood,) which are deep- 
ly affected by the unhappy differences with jour American 
Provinces, and will, we more than fear, be attended with 
irreparable injury to the merchant and artisan ; but we 
earnestly wish to obviate the conclusions which may be 
drawn from the present state of trade throughout the King- 
dom at large, as if it stood in no need of the tribute which 
our American settlements have hitherto paid to it. To 
accidental and temporary causes — the peace of Poland, 
Russia, and Turkey, and the expected departure of the 
Spanish flota — its very fortunate support at this hour is 
owing. 

This extraordinary flow must soon subside to its natural 
level, when the vacancy, which America has been accus- 
tomed to fill, will be dreadfully felt throughout the whole 
British trade; but the wisdom and providence of your 
Majesty will look forward to that period when the policy 
of other nations shall have possessed them of the manu- 
factures which they at present demand of Britain; when 
the general decline of our European trade shall leave us 
no other resource, for supporting our rank in Europe, than 
a friendly and commercial interest in our American Colo- 
nies, which may know no limits to their increase from the 
parent which protects and smiles upon them. From this 
approaching fate save us, Sire, while safety may yet be 
found. The event of continual war may be dreadful, and 
repentance unavailing though universal. Victory cannot 
avert the mischief which it threatens, but returning peace 
carries no terrours with it ; it promises every blessing which 



can secure to ages the glory of your Majesty's house, the 
prosperity and happiness of your envied Country. 

Receive, most gracious Sovereign, our humble request 
as the tribute of true loyalty: dissipate the tears of your 
afflicted people. In your Majesty's goodness, stay the hand 
of war, and recall into the bosom of peace and grateful sub- 
jection your American subjects, by a restoration of those 
measures which long experience has shown to be produc- 
tive of the greatest advantages to this late united and flou- 
rishing Empire. 

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

At a meeting of the Council of Safety of Maryland, at 
Chestertown, in Kent County, on Tuesday, the 20th day of 
October, 1775, were present: 

The Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq., James Hollyday, 
Thomas Smyth, Richard Lloyd, and Henry Hooper, Es- 
quires; the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esquire, 
Thomas Johnson, Jun., Charles Carroll, Barrister, Robert 
Alexander, and Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, Esquires. 

The Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Esq., Richard Lloyd, 
Thomas Smyth, and Henry Hooper, Esquires, having pre- 
viously signed the Association, were qualified, before Emo- 
ry Sudler, Esq., by taking the oath prescribed by the Con- 
vention. 

Eleazer McComb was chosen Clerk, and qualified before 
Mr. Sudler, by taking the oath directed by the Conven- 
tion. 

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, at nine 
o'clock. 

Saturday, October 21, ]77o. 

The Council met pursuant to adjournment. 

In consequence of an application made by Mr. William 
Whetcroft, of Annapolis, the Council agreed as follows, 
viz: : 

The Council of Safety promise Mr. William Whetcroft, 
that in case he will, next spring, import a sufficient number 
of workmen, and will deliver, for the use of this Province, 
for every week for two years then next following, fifty good 
substantial proved Muskets, three and a haTF feet long in 
the barrel, and of three-quarters of an Inch in the bore, 
with good double Bridle Locks ; black walnut ox maple 
Stocks, and plain, strong Brass Mounting ; Bayonets, with 
Steel Blades, seventeen inches long; Steel Ramrods; double 
Screws ; Priming Wires and Brushes fitted thereto ; with a 
pair of Brass Moulds for every eighty Muskets, to cast 
twelve Bullets on one side, and on the other side to cast 
Shot of such size as the Musket will chamber threeof them, 
wholly made within this Province — the publick will, pro- 
vided the differences continue between Great Britain and 
the Colonies, take the said fifty stands per week, at the 
rate of four Pounds, common money, perstand, or for such 
part of the said two years as the said differences shall con- 
tinue ; but if, happily, there should be a reconciliation be- 
tween Great Britain and the Colonies, after the said Work- 
men shall embark, and before the end of the said two years, 
that then the publick will, if the said reconciliation shall 
take place before the said workmen shall have been set 
to work, take an assignment of the contracts made by the 
said Whetcroft with them, and pay him not only Tiis actual 
expenses in procuring and importing the said workmen, 
but also forty Shillings sterling, for each of the said work- 
men imported, for his trouble. And if such reconciliation 
shall take place after any delivery of the said stands of 
Arms, and before the end of the said two years, that then 
the publick will make an allowance to the said Whetcroft, 
in proportion to the part of the two years then unexpired, 
on such assignment as aforesaid being made. 

It is agreed, that it shall be at the option of Mr. Whet- 
croft to fit eight hundred of the Muskets, first delivered, 
with imported Locks, provided the prime cost of the said 
Locks be not less than five Shillings sterling each. 

It is understood that the importation of the said work- 
men shall be at the expense and risk of Mr. Whetcroft. 

Ordered, That a copy of the afore»Ding Agreement, 
signed by the Clerk, be delivered to Mr. ^Whetcroft, and 
that it be kept secret. . ._ : 7= ;: 

The Council adjourned to three o'clock, P. M., and met 
pursuant to adjournment. 
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Whereas Samuel Purviance, Jun., William Smith, and 
David Steuart, have certified to this Council, that in con- 
sequence of the Resolve of the late Provincial Convention, 
of the 4th day of August last, suudry persons have lent and 
advanced to the publick divers sums of Money, amounting 
in the whole to eleven hundred and ninety-five Pounds 
three Shillings and six Pence, sterling, which they have 
paid into their hands : 

It is therefore Ordered, That upon the said Samuel Pur- 
viance, Jun., William Smith, and David Steuart, their cer- 
tifying to the Treasurer of the Western Shore the names 
of the lenders, and the sums of Money by them respec- 
tively advanced and paid into their hands ; and on the same 
certificate, and also the receipt of the said Samuel Purvi- 
ance, Jun., William Smith, and David Steuart, for the said 
Moneys being produced to the said Treasurer, that then 
the said Treasurer pay to the said lenders, or their order, 
the sums by them respectively advanced, according to the 
order of Convention. 

Messrs. Purviance, Smith, and Steuart, having given con- 
tingent orders to Captain Woolsey and Captain Waters, for 
the importation of sundry goods, it is the opinion of this 
Council that if any goods, other than those ordered by the 
Convention, should be laden on board, that the same will 
not be the adventure or on the risk of the publick. 

Ordered, That the Deputies of this Province, in the 
Continental Congress, or any three of them, contract for 
the purchase of any quantity not exceeding three hundred 
barrels of Gunpowder, for the use of this Province, at 
a price not exceeding fifteen Pounds, common money, 
per hundred, and that the Treasurer of the Western Shore 
pay to the order of the said Deputies a sum not exceeding 
tour thousand five hundred Pounds, to be by them applied 
to the purchase of the said Powder. 

On application from Doctor Ephraim Howard, (son of 
Henri/,) for the loan of six hundred Pounds, to enable him 
to carry on the manufacture of Saltpetre in an extensive 
manner, 

It is Ordered, That on his producing a certificate from 
Major Jenifer and Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, or either 
of them, that he hath given bond, with sufficient security, 
agreeable to the order of the Convention, the Treasurer 
of the Western Shore pay the said Doctor Ephraim How- 
ard the sum of six hundred Pounds, common money, for 
the purpose aforesaid. 

A like application was made by Doctor Samuel Coale, 
for the loan of two hundred and fifty Pounds, to enable 
him to carry on a Saltpetre work. 

Ordered, That the said sum of two hundred and fifty 
Pounds, common money, be paid him by the Treasurer of 
the Western Shore, on his producing a certificate from 
Mr. Alexander and Charles Carroll, Barrister, or either of 
them, of his having given bond, with good security, agree- 
able to the order of the Convention. 

"Ry the Council of Safety of Maryland, October 21, 1775. 

" It is recommended to the officers having the charge 
and keeping of the Records in the Secretary's, Land, and 
Commissary's Offices, that proper Chests, not over large, 
be provided at the publick expense, and the Records of 
Conveyances, Certificates, Patents, and Wills, be placed 
in those Chests, and kept in the offices to which they re- 
spectively belong, in order that they, as well as the late 
papers, may be ready, in case of emergency, to be instantly 
removed to some place of security, and there kept under 
the care of the proper sworn officers." 

Ordered, That copies of the foregoing Recommendation 
be transmitted to the several offices therein mentioned. 

The following Notice was ordered to be printed in the 
Annapolis Gazette, viz : 

" By the Council of Safety of Maryland, October 21, 1775. 

" The Committees of Observation are requested to com- 
plete their returns of the Minute and Militia Officers, and 
the Companies of Militia formed in Battalions, agreeable 
to the Resolves of the late Convention, as soon as may be, 
that the proper Commissions may issue." 

Resolved, That there be a meeting of the Convention, 
at the City of Annapolis, on the 4th day of December next, 
and that the Clerk of this Council enclose a copy of this 



Resolve to the Delegates of each County within this Pro- 
vince. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern Shore pay 

John Garratt, for his trouble in attending this meeting, and 

for providing Wood and Candles, the sum of forty Shillings, 

common money. 

Signed by order : r, .. „ ™ 7 

J Lleazer McLojib, Clerk. 



PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, October 20, 1775. 

Sir: Captain John Macpherson having informed the Con- 
gress that he had invented a method by which, with their 
leave, he would take or destroy every Ministerial armed 
vessel in North- America, they appointed Governour Hop- 
kins, Mr. Randolph, and Mr. /. Rutledge, to confer with 
him on the subject, for he would not consent to communi- 
cate the secret to any but a Committee and you. 

These gentlemen reported that the scheme, in theory, 
appeared practicable; and that, though its success could not 
be relied on without experiment, they thought it well worth 
attempting on the fleet in and about Boston Harbour, their 
destruction being an object of the utmost importance. 

The Congress have therefore desired Captain Macpher- 
son to repair immediately to Cambridge. They recom- 
mend this matter to your particular attention, and request 
that if you view it in the light which the Committee did, 
you will give him all the support and assistance in your 
power, and furnish him with every thing he may require 
for this service. 

I am, &c, John Hancock, President. 

To General Washington. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read October 25, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 20, 1775. 

Sir: Over and above the necessary expenditures, by 
reason of the different services recommended to us, we 
are in advance to the general concern for moneys paid to 
the troops, and also for provisions and other necessaries 
forwarded by the order of the Continental Generals, and 
tents furnished to the troops under the command of Gene- 
ral Woosler and Colonel Hinman, and many other expen- 
ditures ; which several articles, in the departments of the 
Paymasters and Commissaries, amount in the whole to a 
very considerable proportion of the moneys sent us by your 
body. We have now not above five thousand Dollars re- 
maining, and are continually called upon for cash, on seve- 
ral occasions interesting to the service. We beg, therefore, 
that you will forward us money by the first opportunity, 
the necessity of which we doubt not will be immediately 
perceived. 

We shall, as soon as possible, lay before the Commis- 
saries, Paymasters, &c, our accounts, and send duplicates 
to the Congress, in order to check the drafts which they 
may make; and in the interim, pray your advice whether 
these gentlemen are to replace unto us the moneys ad- 
vanced in Their department. 

We are, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient and 
humble servants. By order : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, President. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

RETURNS OF OFFICERS OF SEVERAL NEW-YORK REGIMENTS. 
CITY OF ALBANY. FIRST REGIMENT. 

Jacob Lansing, Junior, Colonel ; Dirck Ten Broeck, 
Lieutenanl-Colonel ; Henry Wendell, Abraham Cuyler, 
Majors; Volkert A. Douw, Adjutant; Ephraim Van 
Veghten, Quartermaster. 

John Barclay, Captain ; John Price, Abraham J. Yates, 
Lieutenants; John Scott, Ensign. 

Thomas Barret, Captain; Matthew Visscher, Abra- 
ham Eights, Lieutenants; John Hoogkerk, Ensign. 

John Williams, Captain ; Henry Staats, Barent Van 
Aelen, Lieutenants; Henry Hogen, Ensign. 

John M. Beekman, Captain ; Isaac De Freest, Abra- 
ham Ten Eyck, Lieutenants "; Teunis Van Veghten, En- 
si sn. 
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Harmanus Wendell, Captain ; William Hun, Jacob G. 
Lansing, Lieutenants; Conicttvs Wendell, Ensign. 

J.ohii .A 7 . Bleccker, Captain; John J. Beekman, Cas- 
parus Pruyn, Lieutenants ; Nicholas Marselis, Ensign. 

A true. copy from the Returns of tlie Committees of the 
different Wards: Matthew Visschf.r, Clerk. 



SCHENECTADY DISTRICT. SECOND REGIMENT. 

Abraham JVemple, Colonel; Jacob Schermerhorn, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Abraham Swits, First Major; Nicholas 
Veeder, Second Major; Arent N. Van Petten, Adjutant; 
John Peeck, Quartermaster. 

Jittis J. Fonda, Captain ; Andrew Van Petten, First 
Lieutenant; Myndert Wemple, Second Lieutenant; Nicho- 
las Yates, Ensign. 

John Myndertse, Captain ; Gerrit TV. Vceder, First 
Lieutenant ; Salomon Pendleton, Second Lieutenant ; 
Lawrence Myndertse, Ensign. 

John Van Petten, Captain ; Cornelius Mabey, First 
Lieutenant ; Simon F. Van Petten, Second Lieutenant ; 
Daniel Loll, Ensign. 

Abraham Wemple, Captain; Thomas B. Bancker, First 
Lieutenant; Abraham Swits, Second Lieutenant; John B. 
Vrooman, Ensign. 

John Wasson, Captain ; , First Lieuten- 
ant ; , Second Lieutenant ; , 

Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District: 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 



DISTRICT OF MANOR RENSSEL AERWYCK. 
THIRD REGIMENT. 

Abraham Ten Broeclc, Colonel Commandant; Francis 
Nicoll, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Henry Quackenbush, Barent 
Stoats, Majors ; John P. Quackenbush, Adjutant ; Chris- 
topher Lansing, Quartermaster. 

Henry Quackenbush, Captain ; Jacob J. Lansing, 
First Lieutenant ; Levinus Winne, Second Lieutenant ; 
John Van Woerdt, Ensign. 

Abraham D. Fonda, Captain; Henry Oothoudt, Jun., 
First Lieutenant ; Levinus F. Lansing, Second Lieuten- 
ant; Jacob J. Lansing, Ensign. 

Peter Schuyler, Captain ; Abraham Witbeck, First 
Lieutenant ; Henry Ostrum, Second Lieutenant ; Peter 
S. Schuyler, Ensign. 

Barent Staats, Captain ; Dirck Becker, First Lieuten- 
ant; John Van f'Vie, Second Lieutenant; George Hogan, 

E, O O ? 

.nsign. 

Gerrit G. Vandenbergh, Captain ; Peter Van TVie, 

First Lieutenant ; Wouter Becker, Second Lieutenant ; 

Abraham Shugerland, Ensign. 

FOURTH REGIMENT. 

Killiain Van Rensselaer, Colonel ; John H. Beekman, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Cornelius Van Beuren, Jacob C. 
Schermerhorn, Majors ; Jacobus Vandcrpoel, Adjutant ; 
John A. Lansing, Quartermaster. 

Coenradt Ten Eyck, Captain ; Peter Witbeck, First 
Lieutenant ; Albert II. Van Derzee, Second Lieutenant ; 
John L. Witbeck, Ensign. 

William P. Winne, Captain; John Dc Voe, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Philip C. Look, Second Lieutenant ; Cornelius 
Van Derzee, Ensign. 

Volkert Veeder, Captain ; Abraham Vceder, First Lieu- 
tenant; Jacob La Grange, Second Lieutenant; Andrew 
Truax, Ensign. ' 

Jacob Van Aernam, Captain ; John Groot, First Lieu- 
tenant; George Wagenaer, Second Lieutenant; Frede- 
rick Crauzt, Jun., Ensign. 

Jacob Ball, Captain; John Warner, First Lieutenant; 
Peter Diets, Second Lieutenant; Jost Schefcr, Ensign. 

FIFTH REGIMENT. 

Stephen Schuyler, Colonel ; Gerrit G. Vandenbergh, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Peter P. Schuyler, Volkert Veeder, 
Majors ; Maas Van Vranken, Adjutant ; Francis Mar- 
shall, Quartermaster. 

Cornelius Van Beuren, Captain; Nicholas Staats, First 
Lieutenant; Obadiah Lansing, Second Lieutenant; Phi- 
lip Staats, Ensign. 



John H. Beekman, Captain ; Jacob C. Schermerhorn, 
First Lieutenant ; Abraham J. Van Valkenburgh, Second 
Lieutenant; Jacobus Vandcrpoel, Ensign. 

Volkert Van Veghten, Captain ; Gerrit T. Vanden- 
burgh, First Lieutenant , John Amory, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Jacob Van Schaick, Ensign. 

Isaac Midler, Captain; Henry Shans, First Lieuten- 
ant; Johannes Lodeuick, Second Lieutenant; John Mul- 
ler, Ensign. 

Philip De Freest, Captain ; Rymcr Van Alstyne, First 
Lieutenant; Peter Sharp, Second Lieutenant; David De 
Freest, Ensign. 

John J. Fonda, Captain ; John P. Fonda, First Lieu- 
tenant ; George Berger, Second Lieutenant ; George 
Scharpe, Ensign. 

SIXTH REGIMENT. 

Stephen J. Schuyler, Colonel; Henry K. Van Rensse- 
laer, Lieutenant-Colonel; Philip De Freest, John J. Fon- 
da, Majors ; Volkert Oothoudt, Adjutant ; Jacob Van 
Alstyne, Quartermaster. 

Henry H Gardencer, Captain ; Jacob Vanderheyden, 
First Lieutenant; Adam Beam, Second Lieutenant; Hen- 
ry Tinchcr, Ensign. 

Cornelius Lansing, Captain ; Lodeuick Snyder, First 
Lieutenant; Andries^ Stool, Second Lieutenant; Jacob 
H'ccger, Ensign. 

Luke Schermerhorn, Captain ; James Magce, First 
Lieutenant ; Reuben Knap, Second Lieutenant ; Aaron 
Hamon, Ensign. 

Ichabod Turner, Captain ; Joel Pease, First Lieuten- 
ant ; Jonathan Niels, Second Lieutenant ; Joel Curtis, 
Ensign. 

Caleb Bentlcy, Captain ; Samuel Show, First Lieuten- 
ant; David Hustis, Second Lieutenant; Tftomas Cran- 
dell, Ensign. , 

James Dennison, Captain ; Stephen Niels, First Lieu- 
tenant; Obadiah Vaughan, Second Lieutenant; Oliver 
Bently, Ensign. - 

A true copy from the Return of said District: 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 



KINDERHOOK DISTRICT. SEVENTH REGIMENT. 

Andries Witbeck, Colonel; Barent Vandcrpoel, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Lawrence Goes, Cornelius Van Schaick, 
Majors; Isaac Vandcrpoel, Adjutant; John D. Goes, 
Quartermaster. 

First Company: Lambart Borghardt, Captain ; Isaac 
P. Van Valkenburgh, First Lieutenant ; Johannes J. 
Van Alstyne, Second Lieutenant; Nicholas Kittle, Jun., 
Ensign. 

Second Company: Gysbert S. Scherpe, Captain : Jo- 
hannes Philip, First Lieutenant; Peter J. Van Valken- 
bergh, Second Lieutenant; Goose Quackenboss, Ensign. 

Third Company: Philip Van Alstyne, Captain ; John 
J. Goes, First Lieutenant; Peter Hugunine, Second Lieu- 
tenant: Andries Vanderpoef, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: Dirck Gardinier, Captain; Evert 
Vosburgh, First Lieutenant; Johannes Klauw, Second 
Lieutenant ; Jacobus McNiel, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Abraham J. Van Alstyne, Captain ; 
Burger Klauw, First Lieutenant; David Van Ness, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; John Van Ness, Ensign. 

Sixth Company: Joshua Hall, Captain; Samuel Row- 
land, First Lieutenant ; Henry Bush, Second Lieutenant ; 
Thomas Beebe, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Return of said District : 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 

CLAVERACK DISTRICT. EIGHTH REGIMENT. 

Robert Van Rensselaer, Colonel ; John Van Alen, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Henry J. Van Rensselaer, Richard 
Esselstyne, Majors ; Abraham Van Alen, Adjutant; Law- 
rence Fonda, Quartermaster. 

First Company: Jeremiah Muller, Captain; William 
Van Ness, Jun., First Lieutenant; Joghum Midler, Se- 
cond Lieutenant; James Hogeboom, Ensign. 

Second Company: Jasper Huyck, Captain ; John Up- 
ham, First Lieutenant; Glouda De LamcUer, Second 
Lieutenant; Justus Van Hoesen, Ensien. 
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Third Company: John Bartee, Captain ; Michael Mor- 
ton, First Lieutenant ; Hendrick Blatner, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Jacob Best, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: Jacob Philip, Captain ; Peter Wies- 
tner, First Lieutenant ; Jeremiah Johannes Midler, Second 
Lieutenant; George Philip, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Casparis Conyn, Captain ; John Oos- 
terhout, First Lieutenant ; James Eltinge, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Philip Bartee, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District : 

Matthew Visschee, Clerk. 

DISTRICT OF CLAVERACK. NINTH REGIMENT. 

Peter Van Ness, Colonel ; Stephen Ilogeboom, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Jacob Ford, David , Majors ; 

Bartholomew Heath, Adjutant ; Jonathan Dean, Quar- 
termaster. 

First Company: Philip Bartel, Captain ; Cornelius 
Hogeboom, First Lieutenant ; Elias De Long, Second 
Lieutenant ; Matthew Reh, Ensign. 

Second Company: Ithamar Spencer, Captain ; Abner 
Hawley, First Lieutenant ; David Pratt, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Amaziah Philip, Ensign. 

Third Company: Jonah Graves, Captain ; Charles Mc- 
Arthur, First Lieutenant ; William Tigner, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Elijah Bemcnt, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: Jacob Ford, Captain ; Thos. Brown, 
First Lieutenant ; Bartholomew Barrat, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Ephraim Leech, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Martin Krum, Captain ; Isaac Vos- 
burgh, First Lieutenant; Abraham Vosburgh, Second 
Lieutenant ; Johannes Shirtz, Ensign. 

Sixth Company: John Hallenbeck, Captain ; Bartholo- 
mew Heath, First Lieutenant; Nathaniel House, Second 
Lieutenant ; Johannes J. Van Valkenburgh, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District : 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 



DISTRICT OF MANOR OF LIVINGSTON. TENTH REGIMENT. 

Peter R. Livingston, Colonel ; Robert R. Livingston, 
Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel ; Henry Livingston, Esq., First 
Major; Samuel Ten Broeck, Second Major; Philip Roche- 
feller, Adjutant; Petrus Wyncoop, Quartermaster. 

First Company: Dirck Jansen, Captain ; Leonard Ten 
Broeck, First Lieutenant ; William Puffer, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Jacob Blass, Ensign. 

Second Company: Joseph Elliot, Captain ; John Van 
Beuren, First Lieutenant ; John P. McArthur, Second 
Lieutenant; John McArthur, Ensign. 

Third Company; Markes Blatner, Captain ; George 
Decker, First Lieutenant ; Zachariah Volant, Second 
Lieutenant ; Christopher Hagedern, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: Conradt Khjne, Captain ; John L. 
Decker, First Lieutenant ; James Robinson, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Jacob Vosburgh, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: John A. Fonda, Captain ; Peter Pul- 
ver, First Lieutenant; Fife Rossman, Second Lieutenant; 
John Schaver, Ensign. 

Sixth Company: Jacob F. Schaver, Captain; Peter 
Van De Bogart, Junior, First Lieutenant ; Fitc Muller, 
Second Lieutenant; Johannes Best, Jun., Ensign. 

Seventh Company: Adam Huysradt, Captain ; Henry 
Ervine, First Lieutenant ; Johannes Snyder, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Jury P. Dunce, Ensign. 

Eighth Company: Philip Smith, Captain ; Casper 
Shults, First Lieutenant ; Adam Segendorph, Second 
Lieutenant; Bastion Jurry Lasher, Ensign. 

Ninth Company: Samuel Ten Broeck, Captain ; Petrus 
Van Gaasbeck, First Lieutenant ; Hendrick Pulver, Se- 
cond Lieutenant; Samuel J. Ten Broeck, Ensign. 

GERMAN CAMP DISTRICT, (TO BE ADDED TO THE DISTRICT 
OF MANOR OF LIVINGSTON.) 

Tenth Company: Tiel Rockefeller, Captain; Jacob 
Hagedorn, First Lieutenant ; William Rochefeller, Se- 
cond Lieutenant; Henry Will, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District : 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 71 



DISTRICT OF COXSAKIE AND GROTE IMEOGHT. ELEVENTH 

REGIMENT. 

Anthony Van Bergen, Colonel ; Cornelius Dubois, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; Ignatius Van Orden, First Major; 
John L. Bronck, Second Major; John Ten Broeck, Ad- 
jutant ; Hubartus Van Loon, Quartermaster. 

First Company: Thomas Hooghteeling, Captain ; Henry 
Van Bergen, First Lieutenant ; Richard Van Denburgh, 
Second Lieutenant ; Cornelius Conine, Ensign. 

Second Company: Philip Bronck, Captain ; Myndert 
Van Schaick, First Lieutenant; Albert Van Loon, Second 
Lieutenant; Jachin Tryon, Ensign. 

Third Company: Samuel Van Veghten, Captain ; Jo- 
hannes Rows, First Lieutenant ; Jacob Van Veghten, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; John Dubois, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: John A. Witbeck, Captain ; Fran- 
cis Salisbury, Jun., First Lieutenant; Wessel Salisbury, 
Second Lieutenant ; Barent Staats Salisbury, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: David Abeel, Captain; William Sny- 
der, First Lieutenant ; William Van Orden Dumond, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; John Wigram, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District : 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 



DISTRICTS OF HALF-MOON AND BALLSTON. TWELFTH 

BEGIMENT. 

Jacobus Van Scoonhoven, Colonel ; James Gordon, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Ezekiel Taylor, First Major ; An- 
drew Mitchell, Second Major; David Rumsey, Adjutant; 
Simon Fort, Quartermaster. 

Gerardus Cluet, Captain ; Albert Van Derwerken, 
First Lieutenant ; Robert Rowland, Second Lieutenant ; 
John Van Derwerken, Ensign. 

Nanning N. Visscher, Captain ; John Van Vranken, 
First Lieutenant ; Nicholas Van Vranken, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Maas Van Vranken, Ensign. 

Jeremiah Vincent, Captain ; Joseph Pinkney, First 
Lieutenant ; Peter Farguson, Second Lieutenant ; Elias 
Van Steenbergh, Ensign. 

Joshua Losee, Captain ; Thomas Hicks, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Cornelius Veeling, Second Lieutenant; Oliver 
Waight, Ensign. 

Tyrannus Collins, Captain ; William McCrea, First 
Lieutenant ; Benjamin Wood, Second Lieutenant ; David 
Clerk, Ensign. 

Stephen White, Captain ; Thomas Brown, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Epinetus White, Second Lieutenant ; Nathan 
Raymond, Ensign. 

DISTRICT OF SARATOGA. THIRTEENTH REGIMENT. 

John McCrea, Colonel ; Cornelius Van Veghten, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ; Daniel Dickinson, First Major; Jacob 
Van Schaick, Second Major; Archibald McNiel, Adju- 
tant ; John Vernor, Quartermaster. 

Peter Van Woerdt, Captain ; James Storm, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Jonathan Dunham, Second Lieutenant ; Gerrit 
Van Beuren, Ensign. 

John Thompson, Captain ; Josiah Benjamin, First Lieu- 
tenant; John Hunter, Second Lieutenant; Joseph Row, 
Ensign. 

Henry O'Hara, Captain ; Benjamin Giles, First Lieu- 
tenant; Jonathan Pettit, Second Lieutenant; James Pet- 
tit, Ensign. 

Ephraim Woodward, Captain ; Thomas Ballard, First 
Lieutenant ; Haltum Dunham, Second Lieutenant ; Abel 
Belknap, Ensign. 

Ephraim Lake, Captain ; Samuel Sheldon, First Lieu- 
tenant ; Jabez Gage, Second Lieutenant ; Benajah Shel- 
don, Ensign. 

Joseph Palmer, Captain ; John Davis, First Lieuten- 
ant ; Hezekiah Dunham, Second Lieutenant ; Alpheus 
Davis, Ensign. 

David Jones, Captain; Samuel Perry, First Lieutenant; 
Peter Winne, Second Lieutenant; Elisha Bentley, Ensign. 

Minute-Men: Alexander Baldwin, Captain; Samuel 
Bacon, First Lieutenant ; Walter Hughet, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Elias Palmer, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District ; 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 
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DISTRICT OF HOSACK AND SCHAGHTICOKE. FOURTEENTH 

REGIMENT. 

John Knickerbocker, Colonel ; Daniel Bratt, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel; Dirck Van Veghten, First Major; John Van 
Rensselaer, Second Major ; Charles II. Toll, Adjutant ; 
Ignas Kip, Quartermaster. 

First Company: HendrickVan Derhoof, Captain ; Saml. 
Ketchum, First Lieutenant ; Nathaniel Ford, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Jacob Hallenbeck, Ensign. 

Second Company: Walter N. Groesbeck, Captain ; Wy- 
tiant Van Denburgh, First Lieutenant; Peter Davenport, 
Second Lieutenant ; Jacob Yates, Ensign. 

Third Company: John J. Bleecker, Captain ; John 
Snyder, First Lieutenant ; Matthew De Garmo, Second 
Lieutenant; Stephen Thome, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: Lewis Van Woerdt, Captain ; John 
Schouten, First Lieutenant ; Joseph Boyce, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; John Morrel, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Fenner Palmer, Captain ; John John- 
son, First Lieutenant ; James Williamson, Second Lieu- 
tenaut ; Jonathan Davis, Ensign. 

Sixth Company: Daniel B. Bratt, Captain ; Michael 
Lampman, First Lieutenant; Isaac Lansing, Second 
Lieutenant ; Francis Hogal, Ensign. 

Seventh Company: Van Rensselaer, Captain ; 

Michael Ryan, First Lieutenant ; , Second 

Lieutenant; Peter Hartwell, Ensign. 

Minute-Men : John J. Bleecker, Captain ; William 
Thorn, First Lieutenant ; Thomas Hicks, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Jonathan Roivland, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District : 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 



let, First Lieutenant ; John Gile, Second Lieutenant ; 
James Marvin, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District: 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 



JACOB BAYLEY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Newbury, October 20, 1775. 

Sir : The packet 1 received from you, some time the last 
of August, broken, many of the papers wanting, I supplied 
the Association, who all have signed but a very few. Shall 
send it soon. We are now regulating the Militia after the 
form that the Continental Congress advise, (not having re- 
ceived any thing from our Congress,) only shall choose by 
the Captain and subs together with the Committees, the 
field-officers, and shall recommend them accordingly. Here- 
tofore we chose new Captains and subs, both for the standing 
and minute-men, who were at the command of the Presi- 
dent of our little Congress, assisted by the Chairman of 
each District Committee ; and long before we heard of a 
Congress at New-York, we all to a man signed an Asso- 
ciation, agreeable to the Continental one, which I forget 
whether I mentioned to you before. I determine to see 
you this winter, if health permit. 

It is sixteen days since we have heard any thing from 
Canada, and what I had then you have before now, I 
hope all is well. I shall make a return by Doctor Wether- 
spoon, whom we expect every day. All are well, and with 
us peace and plenty. This from your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Jacob Bayley. 
To John McKesson, Esq., Secretary to the Congress at 

New- York. 



UNITED DISTRICTS OF SCHOHARIE AND DUANESBURGH. 
FIFTEENTH REGIMENT. 

Peter Vrooman, Colonel; Peter W. Zicle, Lieutenant- 
Colonel; Thomas Etherson, Junior, First Major; Jost 
Beecher, Second Major; Lawrence Schoolcraft, Adjutant; 
Peter Ball, Quartermaster. 

First Company: George Man, Captain ; Christian Stu- 
bragh, First Lieutenant ; John Dominack, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Jacob Snyder, Ensign. 

Second Company: Jacob Heger, Captain ; Martynus 
Van Slyck, First Lieutenant ; Johannes W. Bauch, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; Johannes _L. Sawyer, Ensign. 

Third Company: George Rcchtmyer, Captain ; Johan- 
nes J. Sawyer, First Lieutenant ; Martynus W. Ziele, 
Second Lieutenant ; Johannes Sawyer Bellinger, Ensign. 

A true copy from the Returns of said District : 

Matthew Visscher, Clerk. 



DISTRICT OF KING S. SEVENTEENTH REGIMENT. 

William Bradford Whiting, Colonel ; Asa Waterman, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Asa Douglass, Daniel Buck, Ma- 
jors ; Joseph Wood, Adjutant ; Peter Garnsey, Quarter- 
master. 

First Company: Asa Douglass, Captain ; Elijah Bost- 
v>ick, First Lieutenant ; William Hallenbeck, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Is ac Averil, Ensign. 

Second Company: Aaron Kelly, Captain ; William 
Warner, Jun., First Lieutenant; Pollicarpus Smith, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; Samuel Olmsted, Ensign. 

Third Company: Philip Frisbe, Captain; Ebenezer 
Cady, Junior, First Lieutenant ; Josiah Warner, Second 
Lieutenant ; Ephraim Lord, Ensign. 

Fourth Company: Nehemiah Fitch, Captain ; Samuel 
Higley, First Lieutenant ; John Smith, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Jonathan Molt, Ensign. 

Fifth Company: Ebenezer Benjamin, Captain ; Jona- 
than Ford, First Lieutenant ; John Munsy, Second Lieu- 
tenant; Asa Doty, Ensign. 

Sixth Company: Elijah Hudson, Captain ; Jacob Vos- 
burgh, First Lieutenant; Ezra Allen, Second Lieutenant; 
Samuel Bailey, Ensign. 

Seventh Company: Banet Dyer, Captain ; Samuel 
Wheeler, First Lieutenant; Daniel Herrick, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Nathan Herrick, Ensign. 

Eighth Company: Elijah Gilbert, Caplain; John Gil- 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read October 31, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, October 20, 1775. 

Sir : Since doing myself the honour to write you this 
morning, by the gentleman who brought your despatches, 
two very material matters have occurred to me, and I send 
this by express, to overtake the gentleman. 

I have unfortunately, too, too much reason to appre- 
hend that very few of the troops to the northward will 
engage to remain in Canada, should we succeed ; what is 
to be done in such a case ? The season is too far advanced 
to raise troops below ; and should they refuse to re-enlist, 
how dreadful the consequences. 

From whence are the troops in Canada (on a suppo- 
sition that we succeed, and they willing to remain) to be 
supplied with ammunition ? as Mr. Carle.ton will most cer- 
tainly destroy all, should he be obliged to quit the country, 
and we shall have none left. 

These matters I humbly conceive require the immediate 
attention of Congress. 

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &,c. 



SAMUEL MOTT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Camp beforo St. John's, October 20, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: 1 take this opportunity to congratulate 
your Honour on the success of the American arms in the 
reduction of the fortress of Chambly ; they surrendered pri- 
soners of war two days ago, and came to this place this day, 
being about eighty soldiers, with ninety-four women and 
children, besides the officers. There was only about one 
hundred and fifty of our troops, and three or four hun- 
dred Canadians, employed in the attack of this place, and 
they surrendered in about forty-eight hours. A list of the 
stores taken in the garrison I shall enclose you herein, as 
near as we can yet come at them. This garrison of iSif. 
John's holds out very obstinate, and is an extreme difficult 
place to reduce at this season of the year, and consider- 
ing the situation and nature of this ground ; wherever we 
attempt to erect batteries, the water follows in the ditch, 
when only two feet deep. I have this favour to ask of 
your Honour, viz : that the contents of my last letter to 
you may remain a secret until I see you. 

I am sorry to say that the same disagreement yet sub- 
sists between me and another as has before, but this is not 
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the place to settle such disputes. I have great reason of 
thankfulness that 1 am better in health than when I last 
wrote ; and am, Sir, your Honour's most obedient humble 
servant, Samuel Mott. 

Honourable Governour Trumbull. 



ORDERS TO MAJOR BENJAMIN TUFPER. 

Whereas information has been given to me that two 
vessels, the one belonging to Holmes and the other to 
Coffin, both persons of known enmity to the United Colo- 
nies, are now lying at Martha's Vineyard, intending to 
proceed to Boston, with their cargoes, for the benefit and 
refreshment of the Ministerial troops there : These are 
therefore to require you to seize the said vessels, with their 
cargoes, and secure them in the safest and nearest port to 
this camp, for the use of the United Colonies; and all per- 
sons, friends of their Country and the cause of America, 
are desired to aid and assist you in the said enterprise, for 
which they shall be reasonably rewarded out of the said 
vessels. 

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, 
October the twentieth, annoque Domini 1775. 

George Washington. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO CAPTAIN EPHRAIM BOWEN, JUN. 

Head-Quarters, October 20, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour this day came to hand. Your con- 
duct in fitting out the vessels is much approved of by his 
Excellency, who is particularly pleased with your despatch. 
Col. Warren has wrote to Wormwell about his demand of 
eight pence more than others, which I hope he will retract, 
otherwise you must endeavour to procure another, as we 
are resolved to submit to no demands that appear to be 
unreasonable. The difference to him is small, but as we 
must pay the same to others, and in that case the differ- 
ence to the publick will be considerable. I think you 
had better take the swivels, but we would have the vessel 
delayed for the sake of making up the complement of ten. 
Advise with Captain Martindale about the cohorns. If 
he thinks they will be serviceable, you can take one or 
both. Enclosed is a letter to the Committee about the 
powder. The cartridge paper will be sent immediately. 
Captain Adams will have the same terms as other mas- 
ters out of Salem or Marblehead. 

I shall despatch Captain Coit as soon as possible, but 
the General would have you stay till the vessels are 
equipped and sailed. If it is not absolutely necessary 
for Captain Martindale to return to camp before he sails, 
he can stay to superintend the workmen, kc. I cautioned 
him against an extravagant outset, but 1 fear his former 
ideas on the subject are insuperable. There certainly can 
be no occasion for such a number of guns, unless he means 
to go without powder for them, as we cannot spare so 
much of that article as such an outset would require. We 
think eight or at the most ten six-pounders quite sufficient, 
with ten or twelve swivels. Enclosed is a letter to the 
Committee of Bristol, which may be of some use in procur- 
ing the guns, if you are obliged to go there for that purpose. 

By what I mentioned in my former letter, I only meant 
to give you a caution, as we have been very unfortunate 
in sending persons to do business where their connex- 
ions lay. It will be best for you to pay all contingent 
expenses. If you have not current cash, Mr. Watson, 
the agent, will supply you, and his draft here upon me 
for these expenses, or any other attending the vessels, will 
be honoured. If the Committee of Plymouth claim a 
property in the vessel, notwithstanding she is to be em- 
ployed on the publick service, you must agree with tbem, 
as with private persons, on the best terms you can. Pray 
forward both vessels as soon as possible, and in your next 
let me know when Martindale's will be ready. If he 
wants ammunition from hence, let us know in time, that 
none may be lost in fitting out these articles. 

1 am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

J. Reed, Secretary. 
To Captain Ephraim Bowen, Jun., Plymouth. 

P. S. By all means caution Captain Martindale against 
a large outset. The design is to intercept the enemy's sup- 
plies, not to look out for the armed vessels. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO THE COMMITTEE OF PLYMOUTH. 

Head-Quarters, October 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I am directed by his Excellency General 
Washington to acquaint you that the publick service re- 
quiring a number of armed vessels to be fitted to intercept 
the enemy's supplies, and the distance making the trans- 
portation of ammunition tedious, you will render the Gen- 
eral a most acceptable service, and much promote the pub- 
lick interest, if you will supply, out of your Town stock 
or otherwise, the powder necessary for the service. The 
General will either replace it, or pay for it, as may be 
most agreeable to you. Any other service you may 
render Captain Bowen in this affair will be kindly ac- 
cepted. 

I am, by his Excellency's order, Gentlemen, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, T p 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO THE COMMITTEE OF BRISTOL. 
Camp at Cambridge, October 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen: His Excellency General Washington has 
directed me to acquaint you, that, conceiving it w T ould be 
of publick service to fit out some armed vessels, he is 
equipping two at Plymouth, designed to intercept the ene- 
my's supplies. It may perhaps be necessary for Captain 
Bowen to apply to you for some guns ; if so, it would 
much oblige the General and promote the publick service, 
if you could furnish him with such as he may want, and 
you can spare. Any other assistance which he may crave, 
we doubt not you will cheerfully give, as we are embarked 
in one great and common cause. 

I am, Gentlemen, by his Excellency's direction, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, y „ 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO COLONEL GLOVER AND STE- 
PHEN MOYLAN. 

Head-Quarters, October 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your favour of yesterday was duly re- 
ceived. The two hundred and sixty dollars Mr Moylan 
will keep till he returns, and then pay it to the Commis- 
sary-General. I sent for Colonel Burbeck, who makes 
some excuse that he could not get the order ready, but 
promises it shall be this day completed. 

I also sent for Doctor Spofford, who agrees to go if his 
Colonel does not object to it. He is now gone to consult 
him, and if he determines to go, I shall despatch him im- 
mediately. You will remember, gentlemen, that the ves- 
sels will want a part of this flour. You will, therefore, be 
pleased to retain as much as will be necessary for this 
purpose. 

P. M., six o'clock. After pursuing Doctor Spofford all 
day, to get his decision, I have at last got it, that he will 
go, and is preparing ; so that I hope he will be with you 
some time to-morrow. 

We have accounts that the small squadron which sailed 
some time ago is bombarding Falmouth and Portsmouth. 
Our vessels must be careful hovv they fall in with them. 
Please to fix upon some particular colour for a flag, and a 
signal by which our vessels may know one another. What 
do you think of a flag with a white ground, a tree in the 
middle, the. motto " Appeal to Heaven?" This is the flag 
of our floating batteries. 

We are fitting out two vessels at Plymouth, and when I 
next hear from you on this subject, I will let them know 
the flag and the signal, that we may distinguish our friends . 
from our foes. You will hasten the equipment of the 
other two vessels as fast as possible. 

Be pleased to prepare half a dozen reams of the best 
writing paper to be had in Salem or Marblehead, and send 
it down here per first opportunity. If you think any good 
purpose would be answered by it, you can send out Colonel 
Glover's schooner till the substitute is got ready. 

I am, Gentlemen, with much regard, your most obedient 
humble servant, J. Reed, Secretary. 

To Colonel Glover and Stephen Moylan, Esq., Salem. 

P. S. Colonel Glover does not notice the receipt of 
Captain Langdon's present to the officers who retook his 
ship. Don't let it be forgot in your next. 
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GENERAL GATES TO THE COMMITTEE OF PORTSMOUTH. 

Hcad.Quarters, October 20, 1775. 

Sir : I have it in command from his Excellency Gen- 
eral Washington to acknowledge his having this moment 
received your letter, dated yesterday, from Portsmouth. 
The General is deeply afflicted with the distress the savage 
barbarity of the enemy has in all probability brought upon 
the Town and unhappy inhabitants of Falmouth; he can- 
not but feelingly participate with them in their misery, and 
is grieved to the soul it is not in his power immediately to 
comply with your demand. You may believe, Sir, your 
request would, without delay, have been complied with, 
had the state of the magazine here made that compliance 
in any degree possible. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant, 
H. Gates, Adjutant-General. 

H. Wentworth, Esq., Chairman, he. 

P. S. The General is so busily engaged with a Com- 
mittee from the Continental Congress, and the Governours 
of the adjacent Colonies, that he cannot, as he wished, 
write to you himself. 



COLONEL JAMES READ TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 
Camp on Winter.Hill, October 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen : In obedience to a desire of Esquire 
Thornton to me, to order the several Captains in my Re- 
giment to make out muster-rolls from the time of their 
enlistment to the 4th day of August last, I immediately 
gave said orders, although I never could get said rolls till 
this moment, and now one is not sent by reason of the 
Captain's being on furlough, and his Lieutenant does not 
incline to swear to the Captain's accounts. 

Gentlemen, as I did not make these rolls, neither have 
I examined them, except my own pay, which I think is 
right. I hope these rolls will be carefully examined before 
payment is made. 

I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

James Read. 



HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY FOR THE PROVINCE OF NOVA-SCOTIA. 

Friday, October 20, 1775. 

A Message from his Excellency the Governour, requiring 
the attendance of the House in the Council Chamber. 

Mr. Speaker and the House attended accordingly, and 
being returned, Mr. Speaker reported that the House had 
attended his Excellency in the Council Chamber, where 
his Excellency was pleased to make the following Speech 
to both Houses : 
Gentlemen of the Council 

and House of Representatives : 

The particular situation and circumstances of this Pro- 
vince, at this alarming conjuncture of affairs in America, has 
made it necessary to call you together at this time. 

From the best information of the intentions of the Ameri- 
cans, who are now assembled in arms against His Majesty's 
Government, I have reason to think they are meditating to 
disturb the peace and tranquillity of the inhabitants of this 
Colony, proofs of which I shall order to be laid before you; 
and as self-defence is the first law of nature, and the consi- 
deration of it of the highest importance to your constituents, 
I do recommend to your serious deliberation those measures 
which will most conduce to the safety and protection of the 
Province. Among other weighty affairs, the state and con- 
dition of the Colony in respect to provision is become 
alarming, and though it is our duty to contribute to the 
utmost of our ability to furnish the Army and Navy with 
refreshments and every necessary, yet I am of opinion 
some rules and regulations might be made to prevent the 
enhancing the price of provisions, and its being diverted to 
other purposes. As this is a matter of great importance, and 
is become very interesting to the people in general, but 
more particularly to the inhabitants of Halifax, I must re- 
commend it to your deliberations, that some measure may 
be adopted which will give a satisfactory relief. 

Your firm attachment to his sacred Majesty and his 
Government, and your zeal in promoting the same senti- 
ments among the inhabitants, have given me the highest 
satisfaction. The same union and harmony in all your 



deliberations will tend to the advancement of the publick 
good, and, you may be assured, I shall most heartily con- 
cur in every measure that will promote the peace, safety, 
and interest of this Province. 

Ordered, That Mr. Morris, Mr. Fillis, and Mr. Bridge, 
prepare an Address to be presented to his Excellency the 
Governour, in answer to his Excellency's Speech. 

Monday, October 23, 1775. 
Mr. Speaker and the Members waited on his Excellency 
the Governour with their Address, in answer to his Excel- 
lency's Speech, and presented the same, as follows: 
May it please your Excellency : 

We, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Repre- 
sentatives for this Province, return your Excellency our 
unfeigned thanks for your speech in General Assembly. 

Fully sensible of the dangerous situation in which the 
inhabitants of this Colony are, from the unhappy troubles 
in America, and as the providing for its security and de- 
fence is a matter of the highest consequence, we shall in 
our deliberations give it that weight and attention the im- 
portance of the subject requires, and sincerely wish it was 
in our power to grant supplies adequate to the exigency of 
the times. 

We shall pay due regard to your Excellency's recom- 
mendation on the state and condition of the Colony in 
respect to provisions, and endeavour to provide against 
such abuses as may arise to the prejudice of its inhabitants; 
at the same time that we esteem ourselves happy in having 
it in our power to contribute to the supplying the Army 
and Navy, as well as His Majesty's distressed subjects at 
Boston, with such refreshments as this Province affords, 
and which we are cheerfully ready to continue to the 
utmost of our abilities. 

It yields us the highest satisfaction that your Excellency 
is pleased to entertain such sentiments of our attachment 
and loyalty to our most gracious Sovereign and his Govern- 
ment; we shall not fail to continue to inculcate those senti- 
ments among our constituents, and be ever ready to 
co-operate with your Excellency in every measure that 
may tend to promote the peace, safety, and welfare of the 
Province. 

ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF BRIDGEWATER. 

Address of the principal Inhabitants of the Borough of 
Bridgewater, in the County of Somerset, presented to His 
Majesty by the Hon. Anne Pouleit, one of their Repre- 
sentatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
principal Inhabitants of the Borough of Bridgewater, in the 
County of Somerset, beg leave to approach your royal pre- 
sence, with hearts full of allegiance, loyalty, and fidelity. 

Truly sensible of the happiness we enjoy under your 
Majesty's Government, uniformly regulated by the laws of 
this Country, by which our constitutional rights are pre- 
served and secured, we cannot, without the deepest concern, 
behold the many inflammatory methods used to alienate 
the affections of your Majesty's subjects, to seduce them 
from their duty, and even to countenance and abet the 
most ungrateful and daring rebellion in America. 

We therefore think it greatly incumbent on us to express 
our detestation and abhorrence of suoh flagitious attempts; 
and to humbly beg your Majesty's gracious acceptance of 
our most faithful assurances to support your Majesty, and 
the legislative authority of this Kingdom, to the utmost of 
our power. 

ADDRESS OF THE HIGH SHERIFF, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
CARMARTHEN. 

Address of the High Sheriff, Justices of the Peace, Gen- 
tlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of Carmar- 
then, presented to His Majesty by the right Hon. George 
Rice, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the High Sheriff, Justices of the 

Peace, Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders, of the 
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County of Carmarthen, whose names are hereunto sub- 
scribed. 

When the inhabitants of your Majesty's Colonies in 
America, forgetful of the allegiance they owe your Majes- 
ty and this Country, (from whence they derive their origin,) 
for the protection and nourishment they have uniformly 
sought and effectually received since their first emigration 
from this their Parent Country, are in a state of open re- 
bellion, denying all obedience to your Majesty's Govern- 
ment and the supreme Legislature of this Country: 

When, complaining of infringement of their chartered 
rights by the Legislature of Great Britain, they them- 
selves, in open violation of those very charters, have dis- 
solved all Government and lawful authority, and assembling 
themselves in Congresses and Provincial Meetings, to their 
Constitution unknown, have encouraged the utmost dis- 
loyalty and rebellious practices in your Majesty's subjects 
there, and by the most severe terrours and punishments have 
prevented the lawful Governours and officers of justice 
from exercising the duties of their respective stations : 

When the same unlawful Congress, by their self-assumed 
authority, with a view to the destruction of the commerce, 
credit, power, and very being of this Country, have recom- 
mended and been able to enforce non-exportation and non- 
importation agreements, in open defiance to the laws of 
trade, established and admitted for ages between Great 
Britain and the Colonies in America, and by long experi- 
ence found highly advantageous to both Countries : 

When the same rebellious assemblies, by specious ad- 
dresses to the people of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
other parts of your Majesty's Dominions, are attempting to 
seduce your Majesty's loyal subjects from their duty to your 
Majesty and their Country, and to give countenance and 
support to the violent and unconstitutional proceedings now 
carrying on in America : 

At a crisis like this, perhaps as important as is to be 
found in the British annals, we think we owe it to your 
Majesty, of whose just, mild, and gracious Government we 
have the fullest experience, we owe it to our Country, we 
owe it to ourselves, to take this opportunity of expressing 
our most hearty abhorrence and detestation of these undu- 
tiful and traitorous practices of your Majesty's subjects in 
America, and of assuring your Majesty, that we are ready 
and willing with our lives and fortunes to give your Majes- 
ty every effectual support and assistance in our power, for 
vindicating the rights of Great Britain against all its open 
and secret enemies whatsoever. 



ADDRESS OF THE OFFICERS OF THE DEVONSHIRE MILITIA. 

Address of the Officers of the Northern Regiment of the 
Militia of Devonshire, transmitted to the Earl of Rochford, 
one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and pre- 
sented to His Majesty. 

To the IS?ig's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Officers of the Northern 
Regiment of the Devonshire Militia. 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Officers of the Northern Regiment of the Devonshire Mili- 
tia, humbly beg leave to approach your royal presence, to 
assure your Majesty of our unfeigned duty and allegiance. 

With sorrow and concern we saw the first sparks of dis- 
sension arise between Great Britain and her dependant 
Colonies; with the greatest, with the utmost detestation and 
abhorrence, we now not only see these sparks break out 
into the fiercest flames of anarchy and rebellion, but to our 
surprise and astonishment we behold those flames supplied 
with fresh fuel, and the enkindled blaze fomented by many 
self-interested, discontented, and ill-disposed persons, even 
in this Kingdom, who justify and approve the daring rebel- 
lious measures of the Colonies against the legislative 
authority of this Country. 

At this alarming crisis, both as faithful subjects, and as 
soldiers most firmly attached to your Majesty's most illus- 
trious family and the happy Constitution of our Country, we 
think it our indispensable duty to assure our most gracious 
Sovereign, in the most solemn manner, that we are resolved 
and ready, as far as the laws of this realm will admit, 
to stand by your Majesty against all rebellious attempts 
whatsoever; to defend your sacred person, and to support 



our present Constitution, at the hazard of our lives, and at 
the expense of our fortunes. 

Dated at our meeting at Bideford, in the said County 
of Devon, the twenty-first day of October, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five. 



B. Wrey, Colonel. 

George Buck, Lieuten- 
ant- Colonel. 

J. Wollocombe, Major. 

John Stafford, Capt. 

L. Wellington, Capt. 

Thos. Hedges, Captain. 

J. Partridge, Captain. 

George Ley, Captain. 

J. Meddon, Captain- 
Lieutenant. 



J. Harris, Lieutenant. 

John Dene, Lieutenant. 

Saml. Pyke, Lieutenant. 

W. Brtjton, Lieutenant. 

W. Jans, Lieutenant. 

C. Davie, Lieutenant. 

Bourchier Wrey, Jun., 
Lieutenant. 

Wm. H. Heywood, En- 
sign. 

Peter Bound, Ensign. 



new-jersey congress to continental congress, 

[Read October 23, 1775.] 
In Provincial Congress, Trenton, October 21, 1775. 

Sir: Since the resolution of the Continental Congress, 
for raising two Battalions in this Colony, were communi- 
cated to us, great numbers of gentlemen have applied for 
commissions or warrants to recruit ; but this Congress, ex- 
pecting hourly to hear from you on the subject of appointing 
the Field-Officers, have as yet forbore either to grant com- 
missions or issue warrants, and therefore are very anxious 
to have your resolution on the subject of our letter of the 
13th instant. 

This Congress desire me to assure you, that from every 
appearance the Battalions will speedily be completed, if 
your honourable House shall think proper to comply with 
the purport of our letter of the 13th instant. 

To expedite this important service, I am directed to 
request the favour of you, Sir, to transmit to us the reso- 
lutions of the Continental Congress, by the bearer, Thomas 
Potts, Esq., one of our members. 

By order of the Congress : Your most humble ser- 

' Samuel Tucker, President. 

Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. If the Continental Congress have yet considered 
the subject of our letter of the 14th instant, we likewise 
request an answer thereto by Mr. Potts. 



militia officers of west-farms and manor of ford- 
ham, WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

West-Farms and Manor of Fordham, in the Borough of ) 
Westchester, October 21, 1775. 5 

It being determined by a Committee of the County of 
Westchester, that the abovesaid places should be one dis- 
tinct Beat or District, we, the subscribers, being appoint- 
ed a Committee of Inspection to preside at the election 
for Officers of the Militia for said Beat, do most humbly 
represent to the honourable the Provincial Congress for 
the Province of New-York, that they have proceeded to 
the choice of Officers, in conformity to the orders of the 
said honourable Provincial Congress, when the under- 
written persons were unanimously chosen. 

Captain, Nicholas Berrian; First Lieutenant, Gilbert 

Taylor; Second Lieutenant, Daniel Devoe, Jun.; Ensign, 

Benjamin Valentine. m u 

J Ihomas Hunt, 

Abraham Leggett, , 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga, October 21, 1775. 

Sir : At four o'clock, this afternoon, I had the honour to 
receive your letter of the 12th instant. I should have 
been extremely happy if Congress had been in sentiment 
with me on the necessity of a delegation from that re- 
spectable body to this place — a necessity which to me ap- 
pears to be absolute. 

A General, Sir, who commands an Army in which disci- 
pline and subordination are established and prevail, and every 
corps of which considers itself under his immediate com- 
mand, can devote the greatest proportion of his time unin- 
terruptedly to weigh every measure that it may be neces- 
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sary for him to pursue, in order to complete the wishes of 
his superiors. Unfortunately for me, 1 have seldom, very 
seldom indeed, had half an hour to myself in any period 
of this campaign. Judge of my situation at this moment. 
General Wooster's Regiment, detained here for three days 
by violent gales and heavy rains, are now in doubt whether 
they will proceed to the Army at St. John's. The Gen- 
eral's Secretary and his Chaplain inform me, that many of 
the officers and most of the men apprehend being detained 
in Canada all winter ; that they may be prevented by frost 
from returning; that they will perish with cold or with 
sickness ; that if the Army should be under the necessiiy 
of retreating from St. John's, many must fall a sacrifice to 
the enemy, as there will not be boats sufficient to bring 
them away (although we really have craft sufficient for a 
thousand more than the Army consists of;) that none but 
the General, his Secretary and Chaplain, have any inclina- 
tion to proceed. The weather is now clearing, the wind 
favourable, and 1 wait in the most distressing anxiety for 
the morrow to see the event. 

I shall despatch a copy of your letter to General Mont- 
gomery, for him to execute such of the orders it contains 
as relate to the affairs of Canada, &c. I am happy that 
Congress has so just a sense of that gentleman's abilities 
and zeal. His being in this Army has been the source of 
vast consolation to me. I hope his health will be con- 
tinued to him, that he may be enabled to support that 
variety of fatigue, both of mind and body, to which he is 
every moment exposed. 

Were it possible to foresee the result of our operations 
at St. John's, I should be able to determine if it was ne- 
cessary to build any vessels of war on Lake Champlain ; 
at present I am at a loss what to do ; but lest any detri- 
ment should arise to the publick from the dilemma I am 
in, if it is the intention of Congress to prepare timber 
for constructing such vessels, without waiting the event of 
our operations, the difference of time it will take in my 
sending to New-York for carpenters, or Congress sending 
there on receipt of this, and ordering them up, cannot be 
much ; permit me, however, to observe, that all that can 
be done this fall will be to hew the timber, and prepare 
roads to draw it out in winter, so that the shipwrights may 
begin their work in April. I say this is all that can be 
done, for no plank are to be had here ; and if there was, 
winter is so severe in this latitude that no building can be 
carried on. 

If the ton of powder mentioned in your letter should be 
sent here, it will be vastly short of what this garrison and 
Fort George ought to have, should we be unfortunate at 
St. John's; should we succeed, a vastly greater quantity 
will be wanted in Canada. 

Congress mentions a garrison for Crown Point. I sup- 
pose that is founded on a supposition that there is a forti- 
fication at that place, whereas in fact there is none. It may 
be possible this fall to enclose the barracks with a picket ; 
but that is the most that can be done, and very much 
indeed is wanted here more (unless Canada should be 
ours) than can be at any rate completed this campaign. 

Sunday, October 22d. — The wind, at south, is so violent 
that no boat can cross from this to Fort George. I there- 
fore detain the express. 

One o'clock. — General Woosler's Regiment is just sailed. 
They are gone with the greatest reluctance. The Parson 
has been indefatigable to persuade them to move. They 
consist of three hundred and thirty-five, officers included ; 
ninety-eight having returned home, discharged between 
Albany and Fort George, and fifty-one sick and sham sick 
are left here. 

There are still many more cannon here that can be 
mounted. I propose sending the spare ones to Fort 
George, unless Congress should disapprove of it. 

I had forgot to observe, that in the order of Congress, 
which directs me to consult with my principal officers as 
to the number of troops, and the best method of procur- 
ing what will be necessary for the defence of Canada, 
should we obtain it, and for the posts of Crown Point and 
Ticondcroga, nothing is said of the pay; whence I con- 
clude that their intention is, that it should remain as at 
present. But I really believe that many officers will refuse 
to I'emain in the service on account of the pay, which is 
so small that they cannot subsist upon it like gentlemen. 



October 25. — I beg leave to remind Congress of the 
necessity of an immediate attention to what I said in mine 
of the 5th instant, respecting the paying of the troops, at 
least so far as concerns those who are willing to receive 
the Continental pay here, or at such places where they 
may be discharged or re-enlist. When soldiers find that 
they must return home without their pay, or are not paid 
off when asked to re-enlist, they will seldom re-enlist in 
the service, for the suspicions of men are very much in 
proportion to their ignorance. And I assure you that many 
are now discharged, naked and penniless, who may have 
money due to them, and which I would readily take the 
trouble to pay or cause to be paid, if 1 could ascertain 
what was their due. Some who are discharged are now 
offering their wages for two-thirds of it. 

October 26, tico o'clock, P. M, — This moment an ex- 
press arrived from General Montgomery. Copy of his let- 
ter, and the papers enclosed in it, I do myself the honour 
to transmit you. Although I lament the necessity that 
has drove us to arms, I must congratulate you on this suc- 
cess of the American arms, and on the prospect there is 
of more. 1 shall send the prisoners as soon as they arrive 
here to Albany, the men from thence to Connecticut, and 
the officers either to that Colony, New-Jersey, or Pennsyl- 
vania, as they may choose, unless I should receive your 
orders in time to the contrary. I will not detain the ex- 
press a moment, and therefore shall only add that I remain, 
with great respect and esteem, Sir, your most obedient 
humble servant, Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Sic. 

P. S. I also send the colours taken at Chambly. 

GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp before St. John's, October 20, 1775. 

Dear General: I have the pleasure to acquaint you 
with the surrender of Chambly to Major Brown and Major 
Livingston, which last headed about three hundred Cana- 
dians. We had not above fifty of our troops. Indeed it 
was the plan of the Canadians, who carried down the artil- 
lery past the Fort of St. John's, in batteaus. I send you the 
colours of the Seventh Regiment, and a list of stores taken. 
Major Brown assures me we have gotten six tons of pow- 
der, which, with the blessing of God, will finish our business 
here. Major Brown offered his service on this occasion : 
upon this and all other occasions I have found him active 
and intelligent. 

The enemy's schooner is sunk. They have not been 
very anxious to save her, else they might easily have pro- 
tracted her fate. I must now think, unless some unlucky 
accident befalls us, we shall accomplish our business here, 
as I shall set to work in earnest on this side the water. 
The troops in high spirits. Colonel Warner has had a 
little brush with a party from Montreal. The enemy re- 
tired with the loss of five prisoners and some killed. Some 
of the prisoners (Canadians) are dangerous enemies, and 
must be taken care of — La Mouche, one of them. The 
Caughnawagas have desired one hundred men from us. I 
have complied with their request, and am glad to find they 
put so much confidence in us, and are so much afraid of 
Mr. Carleton; not that I think they had any thing to ap- 
prehend ; he has too much business on his hands already 
to wish to make more enemies. 

I shall endeavour, by means of the Chambly garrison, to 
obtain better treatment (or Allen and the other prisoners, as 
well Canadians as our own troops. 

I shall send off the prisoners as soon as possible. Their 
number of women and quantity of baggage is astonishing. 
Be so good as to let Captain Jf ill et velum with his com- 
pany immediately if it can be done. He conducts the 
prisoners. 

The commanding officer at St. John's has been so polite 
as to let our batteaus pass to the head of the rapids, in 
order to take in the baggage of the Chambly garrison. He 
behaved very genteelly to Lieutenant Lockwood, of Wa- 
terbury's, who went in wilh the request from Major Stop- 
ford. The Major is a man of family in Ireland, But one 
man killed since my last. Let us have rum, my dear 
General, else we shall never be able to go through our 
business. 

I am much chagrined at your relapse ; that you may 
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speedily recover your health is the ardent wish of your 

sincere and affectionate humble servant, 

rp r, , r, , 7 Richard Montgomery. 

lo General Schuyler. 

P. S. Major Brown has brought the colours of the 
Seventh Regiment, which I have the honour to transmit to 
you. Before Captain Lamb's Company of Artillery ar- 
rived, I was obliged to appoint officers and men to that 
service. They are still necessary. 1 promised to use my 
influence for an addition to their pay. I hope the Con- 
gress will indulge me in this particular. 

Articles proposed for His Majesty's Garrison at Chambly. 

Art. 1st. The garrison, officers, and men, not to be made 
prisoners, but to march unmolested, with their arms, ac- 
coutrements, twenty-four rounds of ammunition each, 
drums beating, colours flying, and provision and carts suffi- 
cient to pass by the shortest road to Montreal, or any other 
place in the Province of QuebecJc, at the option of the Hon. 
Major Stopford, the commanding officer. 

Art. 2d. The officers and men to be allowed their 
baggage. 

Art. 3d. The men not to be decoyed from their Regi- 
ment. 

Art. 4th, The women and children to be permitted to 
go with the Regiment, and their effects, unmolested. 

Art. 5th. The ammunition and stores of all kinds re- 
maining in the garrison to be given up. 

Art. 6th. Hostages to be given on both sides for the 

faithful performance of the above articles, and then to be 

exchanged. T ,•* ■ r .-, 

° J. Stopford, Major oj the 

Royal Fusileers, commanding at Fort Chambly. 

The answer to the Articles, proposed by the Honourable 
Major Stopford, agreeable to the instructions of Brigadier- 
General Montgomery, commanding the Continental Forces 
for the time being, is this : 

Art. 1st. The garrison, officers, and men, to surrender 
themselves prisoners of war. 

Art. 2d. In case the garrison surrender prisoners of 
war, to be allowed all their baggage, agreeable to their 
desire. 

As to Art. 3d, it never was the intention of any officer 
intrusted with the command of a party now besieging your 
fort, to take the advantage of decoying the garrison, after 
a solemn engagement entered into by both parties, and 
consequently your fears on that head must be groundless. 

Art. 4th. The women and children shall be permitted 
to go with the rest of the garrison, and take their effects, 
provided the garrison surrender themselves prisoners as 
aforesaid. 

Art. 5th. The ammunition and stores, &c, of all kinds, 
to be delivered up, upon the faith and honour of the com- 
manding officer of the garrison. 

Jno. Brown, Major, fyc, Commander of the 
Continental Forces before Chambly. 

In reply to Major Brown's answer to the Honourable 
Major Stopford' s proposals in regard to the surrender of 
Fort Chambly : 

Major Stopford having considered Major Brown's Arti- 
cles, agrees to the same, although he could wish the first 
Article might have been as he proposed. 

Major Stopford, relying in every article to Major Brown's 
honour, will give him up the Fort any hour to-morrow 
morning. j St0PF0RD) ]\.j a j or f tne R oya i Fusileers, 
commanding the Garrison of Chambly. 

Fort Chambly, October 18, 1775. 

A List of Officers taken at Chambly. 

Major Stopford, Captain Price, (sick at Chambly^) Cap- 
tain Godwin, Lieutenant Hamar, Lieutenant Harrison, 
Lieutenant Shettleworth, Captain Alye, of the schooner, 
Commissary McCullough, a Surgeon. 

An Account of Stores taken at Chambly. 
Eighty barrels of flour. Eleven barrels of rice. Seven 
barrels of peas. Six firkins of butter. One hundred and 



thirty-four barrels of pork. Seven barrels of pork, damaged. 
One hundred and twenty-four barrels of gunpowder. Three 
hundred swivel shot. One box of musket shot. Six 
thousand five hundred and sixty-four musket cartridges. 
One hundred and fifty stand of French arms. Three 
royal mortars. Sixty-one shells. Five hundred hand 
grenades. Rigging for three vessels at least. 
Royal Fusileers, 83. Accoutrements, 83. 

GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO MAJOR STOPFORD. 

Camp before St. John's, October 20, 1775. 

Sir: I have information from different quarters, that 
Governour Carleton treats his unfortunate prisoners with 
the most cruel severity, loading them with irons, and that 
Colonel Allen himself meets with the same indignity. I 
should have thought his humanity, as well as his prudence, 
would have dictated other measures. 

Should the Governour avow and persevere in this severity 
to the Canadians and other Colonists who have fallen into 
his hands, I must appeal to your own candour whether 
my duty to the troops committed to my charge, does not 
demand retaliation. Permit me to assure you, Sir, I shall 
feel the most painful reluctance on this melancholy occa- 
sion. Let me therefore request that you will despatch a 
letter to the Governour, acquainting him with your situa- 
tion, and representing the fatal consequences which must 
attend the carrying on so barbarous a war. Your drum- 
mer shall have a passport, and I shall expect his return on 
the sixth day, at furthest. 

Humanity would make me anxious for the success of 
this negotiation, were it a contention with foreigners ; but 
when I consider that my countrymen are concerned, whose 
mistaken principles of Government or erroneous opinions 
of duty may have led into this fatal controversy, I feel the 
most ardent solicitude for its accomplishment. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Richard Montgomery, 
Brigadier-General of the Continental Troops, and 
commanding the Auxiliary Troops in Canada. 

To Major Stopford. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN AND JOHN GLOVER TO COL. JOSEPH REED. 

Beverly, October 21, 1775. 

Dear Sir: The schooners, commanded by Captains 
Broughton and Selman, sailed this morning. As they 
had none but their old colours, we appointed them a signal, 
that they may know each other by, and be known to their 
friends — the ensign up to the main toppinglift. 

You will please to order the crew of the schooner to be 
manned out of General Sullivan's Brigade to hold them- 
selves in readiness for embarking next Thursday. The 
sooner this is done the better, as they may prepare what 
necessaries they may have occasion for, and not delay in 
looking out for them here; and, as the Marblehcad gentry 
will go home, it will be best to send them off to-morrow, 
and we shall stand a better chance of being able to collect 
them on Thursday. Indeed, the Captains of both schoo- 
ners should be here to superintend the work. 

Mr. Moylan has ordered two hundred barrels of the flour 
that was at Ipswich to this place, for the use of the Navy; 
it saves some miles of land carriage, that at Salem being 
nearer camp. 

Colonel Glover has received the present which Captain 
Lansrdon made to the officers on board the schooner; he 
thinks it very genteel. 

Please to send the following articles immediately: forty 
spears, three hundred sorted swivel-shot and some match- 
rope, two signal flags, fifty pounds chocolate, fifty pounds 
coffee, one hundred and twelve pounds sugar, and a small 
firkin of butter. 

We are, with great regard, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vants, Stephen Moylan, 

John Glover. 



JONA. HALE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OP SAFETY. 

Haverhill, October 21, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I had the pleasure to receive from Col. 
Morey, not long since, a commission appointing me a Se- 
cond Major of the Twelfth Regiment of Militia, by order 
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of the Provincial Congress, which I esteem as an honour 
done me, and acknowledge myself obliged to that honour- 
able body for the favour; but, for some reasons I am now 
to trouble you with, I must beg leave to resign the com- 
mission. 

Tn the month of May, when the Country was generally 
alarmed at the commencement of hostilities in the Massa- 
chusetts Government, we had a meeting held in this place, 
of Committees from several Towns belonging to our Regi- 
ment, at which several matters of consequence were deter- 
mined and regulated ; among the rest, a choice of field-offi- 
cers for this Regiment, in which the people in general 
appeared to be satisfied and to rest contented, expecting 
the same appointments might be confirmed by the Provin- 
cial Congress. 

Mr. James Baylcy was then chosen the Second Major; 
but it seems, for want of our plan being communicated at 
the time, he was dropped in the late choice by Congress, 
which has given him, and some others in our Regiment, 
as I am informed, considerable uneasiness, and endangers 
that harmony and unanimity which we would wish to cul- 
tivate and preserve in this part of the Country. 

Mr. Bayley was a soldier in the last war, and in consi- 
derable service on the western frontiers ; where he under- 
went great hazards and difficulties for his Country, and to 
which he has, in these perilous times, proved himself a 
good friend, having been very active in every measure re- 
commended by the several Congresses, as far as related to 
us in this quarter, and of course supposed by our Commit- 
tee to be a suitable person for that commission. 

I am therefore willing, in order to keep peace among 
us, to give up my commission ; not from any disgust my- 
self — on the contrary, I shall be ready to serve my Coun- 
try in any other commission or employ to which I may 
hereafter have the honour to be chosen ; and remain, with 
all due respect, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Jonathan Hale. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Province 
of New-Hampshire, Exeter. 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE. 

Whitehall, October 22, 1775. 

Sir: You will have seen, by the extract of a letter from 
Governour Martin, which accompanied my despatch of 
the 15th of September, and also by an extract of a letter 
from Lord William Campbell, transmitted to you by Mr. 
Pownall, that there were many circumstances in the state, 
both of North and South- Carolina, that indicated a dispo- 
sition in the people, more particularly in those settled in 
the interior country, to resist the oppressive acts of the 
Committees in the Towns upon the sea-coasts : and you 
will have observed with how much confidence Governour 
Martin speaks of the practicability of reducing, with a 
small force, the Province of North-Carolina to obedience. 

The small appearances begin to show themselves in 
Georgia and in Virginia, and Lord Dunmore even makes 
himself responsible for securing the obedience of the latter 
of those Provinces, with the assistance only of two or three 
hundred men. 

I will confess, that it appeared to me, at the first view 
of the propositions made by Lord Dunmore and Governour 
Martin, that they were too sanguine in their expectations; 
but later advices confirm what they represented of the tem- 
per and disposition of the people, and there is good ground 
to believe that the appearance of a respectable force to the 
southward, under the command of an able and discreet offi- 
cer, will have the effect to restore order and Government 
in those four Provinces. 

The King, whose solicitude for pursuing with vigour 
every measure that tends to crush the present dangerous 
rebellion in the Colonies excites in His Majesty the most 
exemplary attention to every object of advantage, has 
thought fit, in consequence of these favourable appear- 
ances to the southward, to signify His Majesty's pleasure, 
that five Regiments of Infantry, viz : the Fifteenth, Thir- 
ty-Seventh, Fifty-Third, Fifty-Fourth, and Fifty-Seventh, 
should be ordered to hold themselves in readiness to em- 
bark at Cork, on or before the 1st of December, (or North- 
America. 

These Regiments will be joined by two Companies of 



Artillery from hence, who will take with them ten batta- 
lion guns, and as many howitzers and amusettes as the 
number of artillery-men serve, and also ten thousand stand 
of spare arms; and the whole will be ordered to proceed, 
under convoy of a proper naval force, to Cape Fear River, 
at which place there is good ground to hope they will be 
immediately joined by the Highland emigrants settled in 
that neighbourhood, whose assistance Governour Martin 
says we may depend upon. 

It is the King's intention that this body of troops should, 
upon their arrival, be under the command of one of the 
General Officers who are now with you ; and I am to sig- 
nify to you His Majesty's pleasure that one of them do 
immediately proceed in a ship of war to Cape Fear River, 
and to remain on board, either within the river or in the 
offing, as shall be judged most proper, until the arrival of 
the forces from Cork, before which time he will probably 
have been able to collect such information and materials 
as may enable him the better to judge of the plan of ope- 
rations to be pursued. 

In the consideration of a measure of so much importance, 
every circumstance that can give facility and security to 
the landing of the forces from Ireland will deserve atten- 
tion ; and it will certainly be proper, that two or three 
small vessels, furnished with able pilots, should be appoint- 
ed to cruise off the coast, and to conduct the fleet into 
Cape Fear River — a caution which is the most necessary, 
as the navigation of that part of the coast of America is 
difficult and dangerous. 

I have already mentioned to you the probability that the 
King's troops will, upon their arrival, be joined by the 
Highland emigrants; but our expectations on this head 
are not confined to that description of people only, the in- 
habitants of four or five of the back Counties have shown 
the same disposition ; and it is these circumstances which 
have induced the resolution of sending the troops to North- 
Carolina, and directing them to repair to Cape Fear River, 
which, from its vicinity to those Counties, as well as from 
its superior advantages as a port* is judged by the King 
to be the most proper place. 

At the same time, His Majesty does not intend that the 
General should, in his plan of operations, be confined to 
any particular Province ; his choice of situation must, in 
that respect, be governed by his own judgment. After 
maturely weighing every circumstance of greater or less 
advantage and facility in the means of restoring the pub- 
lick tranquillity, and re-establishing the authority of the 
King's Government, which object being once effected in 
any one of the Southern Colonies, the troops may proceed 
to another, leaving the support and protection of that which 
has been so reduced to a corps formed out of the well 
affected Provincials who shall have taken up arms in the 
King's cause ; and His Majesty is not without hope that, 
by the time that the navigation of the northern coasts of 
North-America becomes practicable in the spring, the 
whole of this corps of regular troops may, upon that plan, 
proceed to join the main Army. 

In the consideration of the means of effecting these im- 
portant services, a great variety of objects present them- 
selves. A landing once obtained, and the troops in secure 
possession, either of the capital or any of the Provinces, or 
of any other Town in which the Civil Governour may ex- 
ercise the functions of his office with safety, the next step 
will be to require that all Committees of Towns, or Con- 
gresses of such Committees, and the unlawful Associa- 
tions which have been entered into, be dissolved ; that the 
Courts of Justice throughout the Province be opened; that 
all persons whatsoever do take the oaths of allegiance be- 
fore the Judges of such Courts; and that those who have, 
by the instigation of the Committees, taken up arms against 
lawful authority, do surrender the same, and make such 
declaration of their future obedience as the Governour 
shall, with the advice of his Council, direct and require; 
in which case they may be told that they may expect to 
be recommended as objects of the royal mercy. 

If the inhabitants of the Province, or any part of them 
refuse to comply with these requisitions, it will be the duty 
of the King's General to employ the troops under his com- 
mand to force them to submission, by seizing the persons 
and effects of the delinquents, and by attacking and doin" 
their utmost to destroy any Towns in which the people 
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or 



shall assemble in arms, hold meetings of Committees 
Congresses, or prevent the King's Courts of Justice from 
assembling. 

It is possible that the people may be rash enough to 
appear in the open field against the King's troops, and to 
hazard an action ; but should that be the case, I trust the 
matter will soon be decided to the advantage of Govern- 
ment. I apprehend, however, that they will not hazard 
such a conflict ; nor is it with any such expectation, that 
the measure of sending these troops has been adopted 
here, but principally upon the encouragement held out by 
the King's Governours, that if such respectable force was 
sent as might make it safe for the friends of Government 
to show themselves, they should soon prevail over those 
who, having found means of getting the sword into their 
hands, have hitherto been able to effect their rebellious 
purposes without control. At the same time, therefore, 
that the Rebels are encouraged to hope for mercy upon 
submission, every species of reward must be offered to 
those who have not yet involved themselves in that guilt, 
and shall consent to list under the royal banner, ;who, be- 
sides an allowance of the same pay as the King's troops 
receive, so long as they continue in service, may be en- 
couraged to expect a remission of all arrears of quit-rent 
due to the Crown, and an exemption from payment of any 
for a few years to come. 

In truth, the whole success of the measure His Majesty 
has adopted depends so much upon a considerable number 
of inhabitants taking up arms in support of Government, 
that nothing that can have a tendency to promote it ought 
to be omitted. I hope we are not deceived in the assu- 
rances that have been given ; for if we are, and there should 
be no appearance of a disposition in the inhabitants of the 
Southern Colonies to join the King's Army, I fear little 
more will be effected than the gaining possession of some 
respectable post to the southward, where the officers and 
servants of Government may find protection, and from 
which the Rebels may be annoyed by sudden and unex- 
pected attacks of their Towns upon the sea-coast, during 
the open part of the winter; which attacks, however, may 
be made very distressing to them, and will be no incon- 
siderable advantage. 

There are, indeed, so many objects of advantage in this 
expedition, that His Majesty is unwilling to suppose we 
can fail in them all, or that we shall not be able, at least, 
to maintain a post in one or other of the four Provinces in 
rebellion. But, supposing the worst to happen, St. Au- 
gustine, in all events, offers a secure retreat to the troops, 
until the season of the year will admit of their joining your 
Army. 

Having fully explained to you the objects of the intend- 
ed expedition, I have only to add, that it is not meant that 
it should prevent you in any measure of the like nature, 
which you may have had in contemplation, in consequence 
of my former despatches; on the contrary, the sending a 
detachment from your Army to any of the four Southern 
Provinces, where you see an opening for effecting any 
essential service, may have the consequence to give the 
greater facility and advantage to the present enterprise; 
and therefore it is the King's wish that you should pursue 
that measure, if it can be effected without prejudice to your 
general plan of operation ; of which, however, you must 
be the best judge, and therefore His Majesty leaves it 
entirely to your own discretion. 

I am, fee, Dartmouth. 

To Major-General Howe. 



men of that place were all away, and none but Tories and 
Negroes remained behind. Virginia is much incensed, and 
five hundred men are ordered immediately down to Norfolk. 
I expect by every post to hear of the demolition of that in- 
famous nest of Tories. 

By a vessel in twenty days from Quebeck, which I be- 
lieve brings us later intelligence than you had from thence 
when the last express left camp, we learn that the Deputy- 
Governour had twelve Companies of Canadians in training, 
and that they were generally on their guard. But the same 
account says the Government was so suspicious of the 
attachment of its troops, that they were trusted with no 
more than four rounds of cartridges. This still gives us 
some hopes of success on that quarter. Before this reaches 
you will have heard of Colonel Allen's unlucky and unwise 
attempt upon Montreal, nor have we from the last accounts 
much prospect of success from St. John's. Tlie Ministe- 
rial dependance on Canada is so great that no object can 
be of greater importance to North-America than to defeat 
them there. It appears to me that we must have that 
Country with us this winter, cost what it wilL Colonel 
Stephen writes me from Fort Pitt, that the Indians on that 
quarter come slowly in to the Commissioners, and that they 
evidently appear to be waiting the event ofjthings in Can- 
ada, when they will surely, according to custom, join the 
strongest side. We have so many resources for powder, 
that I think we cannot fail of "getting well supplied with 
that most necessary article. 

Remember me, if you please, to General Gates, and to 
all my acquaintances with you. 

I am, with great esteem and sincerity, dear Sir, your af- 
fectionate and obedient servant, 

Richard Henry Lee. 

P. S. Monday morning. 'Tis with infinite concern I 
inform you that our good old Speaker, Peyton Randolph, 
Esq., went yesterday to dine with Mr. Harry Hill, was 
taken during the course of dinner with the dead palsy, and 
at nine o'clock at night died without a groan. Thus has 
American Liberty lost a powerful advocate, and human 
nature a sincere friend. R. H. L. 



COLONEL McDOUGALL TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

New-York, October 22, 1775. 

Sir: We impatiently wait for intelligence from St. John's, 
and have not had any from thence to be relied on since 
September, nor since the batteries were opened against it. 
The Viper, sloop-of-war, has aped the piratical conduct of 
the Ministerial ships to the eastward, by taking several of 
our vessels, inward bound, without so much as the least 
colour of their having violated any of the acts of trade. 
Nothing can more clearly manifest the absurdity and injus- 
tice of the present measures against this distressed Country, 
than the violations of those acts which they contend ought 
to bind the Americans, and which they come to enforce 
against them by every artifice their wicked hearts can. sug- 
gest. Will a Goitoi justice suffer such matchless wicked- 
ness to pass with impunity ? Surely he will not. 

This will be delivered to you by Mr. Richard Ray, of this 
place, whom I beg leave to introduce to you. He goes to 
the eastward to see the camp. If your attention to .the 
publick service will permit you to show him the civilities 
due to a gentleman and a stranger, they will be gratefully 
acknowledged as done to, Sir, your humble servant, 

Alexander McDougall. 

Brigadier-General John Sullivan, Cambridge. 



RICHARD HENRY LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, October 22, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I thank you for your obliging favour of the 
13th, and I assure you that no man living approves the 
vigorous measures you mention more than myself. Great 
bo°dies, you know, move slow; and it is as sure that the 
most palpable and glorious events may be delayed, and the 
best causes finally lost, by slow, timid, and indecisive coun- 
sels. We must be content, however, to take human nature 
as we find it, and endeavour to draw good out of evil. You 
will no doubt have heard of the disgraceful conduct of 
Norfolk, in suffering Lord Dunmore, with a few men, to take 
away their printing press. It happened when the good 
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GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GOVERNOUR CARLETON. 

Camp before St. John's, October 22, 1775. 

Sir: I have received information from different quarters 
that the prisoners you have made are treated with cruel 
and unnecessary severity, being loaded with irons, and that 
Colonel Allen himself meets with this shocking indignity. 
Your character, Sir, induces me to hope I am ill informed : 
nevertheless, the duty I owe the troops committed to my 
charge lays me under the necessity of acquainting your 
Excellency that if you avow this conduct, and persist in it, 
I shall, though with the most painful regret, execute with 
rigour the just and necessary law of retaliation upon the 
garrison of Chambly, now in my possession, and upon all 
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others who may hereafter fall into my hands. I must be 
understood to stipulate for those unfortunate Canadians, 
your prisoners, who have thrown themselves into the arms 
of the United Colonies for protection, whose enraged coun- 
trymen have with difficulty been restrained from acts of 
violence on the garrison of Chambly. 

I shall. .expect your Excellency's answer in six days; 
should the bearer not return in that time, 1 must interpret 
your silence into a declaration of a barbarous war. I 
cannot 'pass this opportunity without lamenting the me- 
lancholy and fatal necessity which obliges the firmest friends 
of the Constitution to oppose one of the most respectable 
ofBcers of the Crown. 



I am, Sir, &c, 
To Governour Carleton. 



Richard Montgomery. 



ADDRESS OF Tllfi JUSTICES, ETC., OF THE LIBERTY OF THE 
'" 1 TOWER OF LONDON. 

Address of the Justices assigned to keep the peace, and 
of the Grand Jury, Gentlemen, Clergy, Freeholders, and 
principal Inhabitants of the Liberty of the Tower of Lon- 
don, and Precincts thereof, presented to His Majesty by 
Robert ^elJjJDavid Wilmot, John Spiller, Thomas Try on 
Cotton, and Richard Rutson, Esquires, and the Reverend 
Doctor Mayo. 

mTo the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Justices assigned to keep the 
peace, and of the Grand Jury, Gentlemen, Clergy, Free- 
holders, and principal Inhabitants of the Liberty of the 
Toiver of London, and Precincts thereof. 

Deeply impressed with a due sense of the blessings we 
enjfty under your Majesty's mild and gracious Government, 
we, your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, think it our 
indispensable duty, at this alarming crisis, to declare our 
abhorrence of the unnatural rebellion in America, excited, 
encouraged, and supported by the advice and assistance of 
a kw disappointed seditious persons at home. 

We feel exceedingly for the distresses of our deluded 
brethren, and lament the situation into which their own 
obstinacy and unjust spirit of "independency have brought 
them, under the false colour of opposing the right of Bri- 
tish taxation ; attempting, at the same time, to captivate 
your royal mind by setting up charters, granted by the 
Crown, as superiour in operation and effect to those wise 
and wholesome laws enacted by the British Legislature, 
for the good of all your Majesty's subjects, abroad and at 
home. 

It is with the greatest respect and gratitude we observe 
your Majesty, instead of countenancing arbitrary Govern- 
ment, resting the valuable privileges of Britons on their 
natural and proper basis, viz : King, Lords, and Commons. 

May, therefore, that period soon arrive, when the leaders 
and abetters of this most unnatural rebellion shall be brought 
to shame and punishment, and due subordination and re- 
spect be paid to the British laws. To- accomplish which 
desirable ends, to restore peace and happiness, and to pro- 
mote every other constitutional purpose, we beg leave to 
assure yonr Majesty that we will, to the utmost of our 
power, support the honour and dignity of the Crown, and 
maintain, with our lives and properties, the authority of the 
British Legislature over the whole Empire, against all in- 
vaders of our glorious Constitution. 



ADDRESS OF THE BAILIFFS AND CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF 
LITCHFIELD. 

Address of the Bailiffs and Citizens of the City of Litch- 
field, transmitted to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Ma- 
jesty's principal Secretaries of State, and presented to His 
Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Bailiffs and Citizens of the 
^' i 'CityofhiTCYiviE.t.T>: 

May it please your Majesty to permit us, your dutiful 
subjects, to approach your sacred person with hearts filled 
with loyalty, gratitude, and affection, and to express our 
grief and astonishment that any of your Majesty's Colonies, 
raised and protected as they have been, and enjoying, in 
common with all your Majesty's British subjects, the bless- 



ings resulting from that most excellent form of Government 
established in these Kingdoms, and from your Majesty's 
paternal attention to the welfare of all your subjects, should 
suffer themselves to be inflamed and drawn into a most 
causeless and unnatural rebellion. And we think it our 
duty, as friends to the Constitution, to assure your Majesty 
that we will cheerfully contribute the utmost in our power 
in support of such measures as shall be found necessary 
for asserting and maintaining the supreme legislative autho- 
rity of the British Parliament through your Majesty's Do- 
minions. 

Given under our common seal, at the Guildhall of the 
said City, the 23d day of October, in the year of our Lord 
1775. 

ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNT'S OF 
WORCESTER. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the County of Worcester, presented to His Majesty by Ed- 
ward Foley, Esq., one of their Representatives in Parlia- 
ment. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of Wor- 
cester, beg leave to assure your Majesty of our warmest 
fidelity and attachment. We are sorry to observe that the 
present season is a crisis which demands an open and 
explicit avowal of these sentiments from every loyal and 
faithful subject. That spirit of riot and disorder which has 
so long prevailed amongst many of your Majesty's subjects 
in America, has at length terminated in rebellion, and we 
are alarmed lest our silence, at such a juncture, should, by 
a misguided and infatuated people, be considered as an 
approbation of their proceedings. We have beheld their 
conduct with indignation and abhorrence, convinced that it 
is founded upon the worst of motives — an hostile and de- 
termined opposition to the legislative authority of their 
parent and protecting Country. 

The supremacy of Great Britain, over all its depending 
parts, is a necessary and essential doctrine of the Consti- 
tution of this great Empire; and as the executive power of 
the Crown can never be so duly and properly employed as 
in the defence of the laws and Constitution, we trust, and 
humbly hope, that your Majesty will now effectually exert 
that power in the support and vindication of the legislative 
rights of this Country. 

We assure your Majesty, that in the prosecution of this 
just and necessary measure we shall be ready to afford our 
best assistance with cheerfulness and alacrity; convinced 
that, by so doing, we shall support the true and most valu- 
able interests of commerce, and contribute to the perma- 
nent prosperity of your Majesty and this Country. 

Worcester, October 23, 1775. 
ADDRESS OF THE BISHOP AND CLERGY OF THE ISLE OF MAN'. 

Address of the Bishop and Clergy of the Isle and Dio- 
cese of Man, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and presented to 
His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty: 
Permit, most gracious Sovereign, the Bishop and Clergy 
of the Isle and Diocese of Man, few in number, inconsider- 
able in influence, and remote in situation, but in duty and 
affection to your sacred person, your family and Govern- 
ment, equal to those of any Diocese in your Majesty's Do- 
minions, to express before you sentiments which, springing 
warm from their hearts, their coolest and most deliberate 
judgments also approve. 

Fully sensible of our own unimportance, we should think 
it presumption to interrupt your Majesty with the tender of 
our most humble duty, did not the circumstances of the 
times, and the very culpable behaviour of some of our 
fellow-subjects, seem to call upon all persons, of all ranks 
and professions, " high and low, rich and poor, orie with 
another," to declare their abhorrence of the daring and un- 
provoked rebellion, begun and carried on in several of your 
Majesty's Colonies, against the authority of the whole le- 
gislative power of Great Britain, 
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We profess the same passion for freedom, the same 
steady adherence to our just and legal rights, which is pre- 
tended to be the object in pursuit by the advocates for 
nominal liberty and real licentiousness ; but we know not, 
nor expect any true liberty except under the guardianship 
of the laws ; and we know not, and hope never to know, 
any other guardians of the laws than our Sovereign and 
his two Houses of Parliament. 

That the deluded and unthinking many are (as is usual 
in such cases) misled and deceived by the designing and 
ambitious few, we are fully persuaded ; and that the former 
may have their eyes opened, their errours removed, and 
(then) their faults forgiven, and the latter be brought to 
speedy repentance, or to their deserved punishment, we 
earnestly pray. 

Our prayers and our hearts are, alas, all we have to offer 
to your Majesty; but these, because sincere, will by you, 
Sire, not be disdained. 

May the present disturbance be the only one that shall 
ever disquiet your royal and benevolent mind. May it be 
short as the transient storm, and be succeeded by an un- 
ruffled calm, a long and glorious sunshine. May all your 
subjects, both at home and abroad, be duly sensible of the 
blessings we enjoy under your just and gentle rule ; and 
may they express their grateful sense of those blessings by 
unfeigned piety towards their God, and undissernbled loy- 
alty to their King. May your Majesty's enemies (who, if 
your subjects, are enemies to their Country) "be clothed 
with rebuke, with shame and dishonour ; but upon your 
own royal head, and on those of your posterity, may your 
crown flourish till all human empire shall be no more." 

R. Sodor & Man; 
W. Mylrea, Archdeacon; 

Ja. Wilks, Vicar-General and Rector of Ballaugh; 
Jon. Moore, Vicar- General and Vicar of the Arbory; 
Th. Cubbon, Official and Vicar of Kirk Mavghold; 
Philip Moore, Rector of Kirk Bride; 
Ev. Christian, Ep. Reg. and Vicar of Kirk Patrick; 
Wm. Clucas, Domestick Chaplain to Lord Bishop; 
John Christian, Vicar of Kirk Marown ; 
Chari.es Crebbin, Vicar of St. Anne's; 
Robert Quavle, Curate of Douglas ; 
Tho. W. J. Woods, Vicar of Kirk Braddan; 
Thomas Quayle, Vicar of Kirk Onchan; 
Samuel Gell, Vicar of Louan; 
Thos. Castley, Chaplain to the Governour ; 
In the name of themselves and the rest of the Clergy 
of the Diocese. 

Poelo-Town, Isle of Man, October 23, 1775, 



ADDRESS OF THE HOUSE OF KEYS, REPRESENTING THE 
ISLE OF MAN. 

Address of the House of Keys, representing the Isle of 
Man, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His Ma- 
jesty's principal Secretaries of State, and presented to His 
Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most loyal subjects, the House of 
Keys, representing the Isle of Alan, humbly beg leave to 
approach your Majesty's throne with this our dutiful Ad- 
dress, sensible of the blessings we enjoy under your Ma- 
jesty's Government. We are desirous to express our loy- 
alty and affection to your Majesty's person, and our utter 
detestation of all traitorous conspiracies and rebellion, and 
especially at this critical juncture, when an unnatural re- 
bellion has been raised in some of your Majesty's Colo- 
nies, and encouraged and abetted by wicked and designing 
men. 

We not only lament the delusion of those unhappy peo- 
ple, but think it our duty, as loyal subjects and well-wishers 
to our happy Constitution, openly to declare our abhor- 
rence of such misdoings. 

We trust in your Majesty's wisdom, that every means 
will be used to bring them to a proper sense of the allegi- 
ance which they owe to your Majesty, and the power which 
has protected and preserved them ; and we are confident 
your Majesty will exert that power with lenity. And we 
most fervently pray that Divine Providence may so prosper 



your Majesty's benevolent intentions, that your mistaken 

and deluded subjects in America may see their errours, and 

become once more happily united under your Majesty's 

constitutional Government ; and that the blessings derived 

to us from your Majesty's august family may continue, and 

be handed down to our latest posterity. 

Dated at our House in Castletown, the 23d day of Oc- 

ber, 1775. n , r , n 

' George Moore, John Ctesar, 

John Taubman, Hugh Cosnahan, 

William Murray, William Cubbon, 

John Trissell, William Callow, 

Philip Moore, Will. Qualtrough, 

Thomas Fargher, Thomas Gawne, 

Mat. Christian, William Christian, 

William Callow, Philip Moore, 

Thomas Radcliffe, John Stevenson, 

Sam. Wattleworth, James Oates, 

William Quayle, Thomas Christian, 

Richard Tyldesley, 



Tower of London, October 23, 1775. 

This morning, between nine and ten, Mr. Stavely, of 
Half Moon Street, Piccadilly, and Mr. Mann, of Queen 
Anne Street, Westminster, (both King's Messengers,) at- 
tended by a Constable, repaired to the house of Stephen 
Sayre, Esq., in Oxford Street. As an excuse to obtain 
an interview with Mr. Sayre, they said that a forged draft, 
for two hundred Pounds, had been issued by the bank of 
which Mr. Sayre is a proprietor. Mr. Sayre appeared, 
and they acquainted him that " they had an order, signed 
by Lord Rochford, one of the Secretaries of State, to take 
him into custody, on a charge of high treason; and to search 
for, seize, and carry with them, such of his papers as they 
might deem effectual for their purpose." 

Mr. Sayre heard the summons with composure, and 
obeyed. Conscious of his innocence, he smiled at the 
heinousness of the charge ; and, in a perfect reliance on his 
own integrity, he permitted them to examine and to take 
such papers as they thought proper. 

Mr. Sayre expressed his readiness to accompany them 
to Lord Rochford's house, having previously despatched a 
servant to Mr. Reynolds, requiring his attendance with the 
utmost expedition. The King's Messengers conducted 
Mr. Sayre to Lord Rochford, who had Sir John Fielding 
with him. 

An information from one Richardson, an Adjutant of the 
Guards, was read. The charge contained in this informa- 
tion was to the following purport : 

" That Stephen Sayre, Esq., had expressed to him, the 
said Richardson, an intention of seizing the King's person, 
.as His Majesty went, on Thursday, to the Parliament 
House ; also, an intention of taking possession of the Tower, 
and of overturning the present Government." 

After this information had been read, Mr. Sayre replied, 
that, in the course of conversation with Mr. Richardson, he 
had expressed himself very freely concerning the unhappy 
and destructive contest now depending in America, &c, 
&c, and that he concluded this conversation by saying, he 
feared there was not spirit enough in this Country to bring 
about a total change of men and measures; but that as to 
any plan or intention about seizing the person of the King, 
or any expression which could be construed into such in- 
tention, he totally and utterly denied. 

Mr. Sayre then begged his Lordship's leave to make an 
observation or two upon the matter. He observed, that 
had there been any such plan under consideration, Mr. 
Richardson should, if in his senses, have concealed his 
resolution of divulging it, until some further steps were 
taken ; that by a little delay, Mr. Richardson, in case the 
design had been real, must have been furnished with a 
thousand corroborating circumstances. But, says Mr. 
Sayre, I perceive there is a dangerous disposition, which 
gives high encouragement to informers, and marks Govern- 
ment as unfavourable to liberty, whether their information 
proves well grounded or not. 

His Lordship very fairly acquiesced in those sentiments, 
and made a very handsome apology that he sliould be un- 
der a necessity of giving attention to the business. 

Mr. Sayre was about to enter more largely into the 
futility of the charge, when it was announced to Lord 
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Rochford and the Justice, " that Mr. Reynolds demanded 
immediate admittance to his client." Several messages 
passed, but that which could not be denied as a matter of 
right, was granted as a matter of favour. Mr. Reynolds 
was admitted, and having been introduced to Lord Roch- 
ford and Sir John Fielding, the latter put the following 
question to Mr. Reynolds : 

" Is it Mr. Sayre's desire that you should attend in his 
behalf?" 

Mr. Reynolds replied in the affirmative. Sir John Field- 
ing said, " that this was not true." Mr. Reynolds replied, 
" that Sir John Fielding, as a Magistrate, might say that 
which, as a gentleman, he could not justify." The Knight 
then desired that it might be asked of Mr. Sayre, " Whe- 
ther he Bad sent for Mr. Reynolds." Mr. Sayre replied, 
" he had sent for him, without mentioning the place where 
he was to a .attend." 

These disputes being adjusted, it was agreed that Mr. 
Reynolds might attend the private examination of his friend. 
The first advice Mr. Reynolds gave to Mr. Sayre was, 
"that he should not answer any interrogatories "which Lord 
Rochford or Sit John Fielding might propound, and that 
he should not sign any paper." 

The information which contained the charge was a se- 
cond time read, at the request of Mr. Sayre, who smiled 
at the recital, (Mr. Reynolds joining in the laugh,) and 
said, " that the whole was too ridiculous to be seriously 
attended to." An altercation then ensued between Mr. 
Reynolds and Adjutant Richardson, the informer. Lord 
Rochford and Sir John Fielding were requested by the 
informer to silence Mr. Reynolds. He saved them the 
trouble, by observing, " that he should always pay a proper 
deference to authority, but whatever he had there said of 
the informer he would repeat in any other place whatever." 

Mr. Reynolds then told Lord Rochford, " that if, after 
consulting the great law officers of State, (which his 
Lordship would do of course,) as the information did not 
amount to a direct charge against Mr. Sayre, his Lordship 
should think himself warranted to receive bail, ample and 
sufficient bail should be given ; but if it was thought 
warrantable to commit, he scorned to ask a favour for his 
client." 

Mr. Sayre was ordered into an adjacent apartment, and 
he was soon afterwards committed a close prisoner to the 
Tower. 

The following is a true copy of the warrant of commit- 
ment. 
"William Henry, Earl of Rochford, one of the Lords 

of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, and 

principal Secretary of State : 

" These are, in His Majesty's name, to authorize and 
require ycsu to receive into your custody the body of Ste- 
phen Sayre, Esq., herewith sent you, being charged upon 
oath before me, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries 
of State, with treasonable practices, and to keep him in 
close cusfody, until he shall be delivered by due course of 
law ; and for so doing, this shall be your warrant. 

" Given at St. James's, on the 23d day of October, 
1775, in the fifteenth year of His Majesty's reign. 

"Rochford. 

" To the Earl Cornwallis, Constable of His Majesty's 
Tower of London, or to the Lieutenant of the said 
Tower, or his Deputy." 

The information against Mr. Sayre must strike every 
sensible mind as impossible to be true. A private indi- 
vidual was to seize the King's person on that very day 
when His Majesty is most securely guarded. This private 
person, having so seized the King, was to have secured His 
Majesty a close prisoner in the Tower; the guards were 
to be bribed into acquiescence, &c. 

After Mr, Sayre was committed to the Tower, he sent 
the following letter to the Secretary of State : 
" Mr. Sayre to Lord Rochford : 

"My Lord: I find, upon reading the warrant of com- 
mitment, that the commanding officer here cannot permit 
my friends to visit me, unless by express orders from your 
Lordship. If it is in your Lordship's power, I have no 
doubt but you will readily grant me that indulgence. 

" I am, &c. 

"Tower, 3 o'clock, October 23, 1775." 



In consequence of which, Mrs. Sayre only was permit- 
ted to visit him. Lord Effingham, Mr. Edmund Burke, 
the Lord Mayor, Mr. Ellis, &,c, &c, were refused. 

October 28, 1775. 

A writ of habeas corpus having been granted for the 
purpose of bringing Mr. Sayre before a Judge, in order 
that the informality of the warrant whereby he was com- 
mitted might be argued, and that bail in consequence might 
be tendered for his enlargement, the writ being made re- 
turnable before Lord Mansfield, Mr. Sayre was this day 
conducted to his Lordship's house, in Bloomsbury Square. 
Mr. Sayre was attended by several counsel, together with 
Mr. Reynolds, his Solicitor. Mr. White, the Solicitor in 
behalf of the Crown, was also present. The counsel in 
behalf of Mr. Sayre rested their plea " on the extreme 
impropriety of committing a prisoner to close confinement 
by virtue of a warrant which conveyed no specifick charge 
whatever." A tender of bail was then made, and Lord 
Mansfield, after inspecting the warrant, declared, " that 
not a doubt remained on his mind but that Mr. Sayre 
was clearly entitled to be bailed. The charge," Lord 
Mansfield said, "admitting it to be true, amounted only to 
a misdemeanor. Had, therefore, Mr. Sayre been brought 
up unattended by counsel, his Lordship declared he should 
instantly have admitted him to bail ; and if the Court of 
King's Bench should be moved, on the first day of the en- 
suing term, Lord Mansfield intimated, that, for his part, 
he should have no scruple to discharge Mr. Sayre on his 
own recognizance." 

Mr. Sayre said, " I thank your Lordship for granting 
me this ready admission to bail, and for your politeness on 
this occasion ; and your Lordship must think with plea- 
sure, as I do, on the wisdom of our ancestors, in providing 
this barrier against despotism." Lord Mansfield: "True, 
Mr. Sayre, but law is the barrier against both extremes, 
and to live within it, is the only way for us all to be secure 
and free." 

Bail was then tendered and accepted. Mr. Sayre was 
bound in five hundred Pounds ; Messrs. Reynolds and 
Coote Purdon in two hundred and fifty Pounds each. 



CHESTER COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

Monday, October 23, 1775. 

Pursuant to publick notice given, the Committee met 
at the house of David Cowpland, in the Borough of Ches- 
ter. Present : 

Anthony Wayne, James Moore, Evan Evans, and Fran- 
cis Johnston, Esqs. ; John Hart, Richard Thomas, John 
Richardson, Persifor Frazer, William Adams, Henry 
Hayes, Isaac Lloyd, Benjamin Brannon, Peter Hartman, 
Samuel Culbertson, William Evans, David Simson, John 
Fullton, Andrew Boyd, Jona. Vernon, Paul McKnight, 
Samuel Cunningham, Samuel Tremble, Frederick Fair- 
lamb, Thomas Levis, Caleb Davis, William Montgomery, 
James Dunwoody, Patrick Anderson, George Pierce, 
Joseph McKinley, Dr. Samuel Kennedy, Thomas Smith, 
and Leivis Gronow. 

Anthony Wayne, Esquire, was elected Chairman, and 
Francis Johnston, Esquire, Secretary. 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Congress. 

1st. "Such as are venders of Goods or Merchandise 
will not take advantage of the scarcity of Goods that may 
be occasioned by this Association, but will sell the same 
at the rates we have been respectively accustomed to do 
for twelve months last past ; and if any vender of Goods 
or Merchandise shall sell any such Goods on higher terms, 
or shall in any manner, or by any device whatsoever, vio- 
late or depart from this agreement, no person ought, nor 
will any of us deal with any such person, or his or her fac- 
tor or agent, at any time thereafter, for any commodity 
whatever." 

For the more effectual carrying into execution the fore- 
going Resolve: 

Resolved, That if it shall come to the knowledge of 
any Member of this Committee that any Retailer of Goods 
in this County demands or takes any higher rate for the 
same than allowed of by the Continental Congress, such 
Member shall require of him or her so offending a true 
copy of the original Invoices of said Goods, and shall lay 
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the same before this Committee at their next meeting, in 
order that such Retailer, and the Merchant from whom he 
purchased, may be dealt with as the case may require. 

2d. On motion, Ordered, That each Member of this 
Committee do immediately make return to the Chairman 
of the quantity of Powder which he already has or may 
collect within his District, together with the price and the 
name of the owner thereof, that the same may be paid for. 

3d. On motion, Resolved, That Anthony Wayne, Fran- 
cis Johnston, and Elisha Price, Esqs. ; Mr. Richardson, 
Mr. Knowles, Mr. Lloyd, and Mr. Brannon, be, and they 
are hereby appointed a Committee of Correspondence for 
this County. 

Extracts from the Minutes. By order of the Commit- 
tee : Francis Johnston, Secretary. 



CONCESSION OF ROBERT FERGUSON. 

Whereas I, Robert Ferguson, of the Borough of Ches- 
ter, have violated the Continental Association, by taking 
an unusual and exorbitant price for some of my goods, and 
being conscious of my errour, do hereby solemnly promise 
in future to be governed by said Association in all my mer- 
cantile dealings. As witness my hand, this 24th of Octo- 
ber, 1775. tj 17. 

' Robert r erguson. 



GENERAL GREENE TO GOVERNOUR W T ARD. 

Prospect-Hill, October 23, 1775. 
An express arrived from CascoBay last evening, bring- 
ing an account that the enemy bad been firing a day or two 
upon Falmouth. What has been the consequence we have 
not heard. The enemy had orders to burn Falmouth and 
Portsmouth, unless the inhabitants would deliver up their 
arms, and give hostages for their future good behaviour. 
Truly, "their tender mercies are cruelties!" Will not this 
brutal conduct rouse a spirit of indignation throughout 
America 1 Such a shocking scene as was exhibited at 
Bristol, you cannot conceive of. The people of Newport 
are all moving into the country. The night after Wallace 
returned from Bristol, the confusion in Newport was nearly 
equal to what it was there. Captain Wallace has made 
the inhabitants the following proposition : " If they will 
supply his vessels with fresh provisions, beer, &c, and 
remove the troops from the island, he will spare the Town; 
btit if they do not comply with these conditions, he has 
positive orders to lay it in ashes, which he is determined 
to execute." What will be the event, God only knows. 
There is a Committee from Newport down here, to see 
Governour Cooke, to get an order for the removal of the 
troops, and liberty to furnish the ships with fresh provi- 
sions. The matter was laid before the Continental Com- 
mittee, who advised furnishing the ships with fresh provi- 
sions, but not to remove the troops off the island; which, 
I suppose, will take place. But there appears a strange 
hobble in our gait. Here, we are at loggerheads; in other 
places, only sparring; and others, again, are in perfect 
tranquillity: here, we are cutting them off from fresh pro- 
visions, and removing the stock from the island, which 
amounts to a perfect depopulation, while at New- York, 
Philadelphia, and many other parts of America, their 
ships are supplied with every thing they stand in need of, 
and live in the midst of peace and plenty. If we are to be 
considered as one people, and they as the common enemy, 
upon what principles are they so differently treated in dif- 
ferent Governments? Oh, could the Congress behold the 
distresses and wretched condition of the poor inhabitants, 
driven from the sea-port Towns, it must, it would kindle a 
blaze of indignation against the commissioned pirates and 
licensed robbers. They would not be permitted to find 
rest or an abiding place in America. The fate of King- 
doms depends upon the just improvement of critical min- 
utes. Suffer not the noble ardour to slacken for want of 
action, nor smother the generous flame for want of fuel. 
The temper and feeling of men can be wrought up to 
a certain pitch, and then, like all transitory things, they 
sicken and subside. This is the time for a wise legislator 
to avail himself of the advantage which the favourable dis- 
position of the people gives him to execute whatever sound 
policy dictates. It is not in the province of mortals to 



reduce human events in politicks to a certainty. It is our 
duty to provide the means to obtain our ends, and leave 
the event to Him who is the all wise governour and dis- 
poser of the universe. 

The state of Rhode-Island, from its situation, must suffer 
amazingly. The stock, which lies exposed to the enemy's 
ravages, would be a plentiful supply for their troops in 
Boston. An object so considerable will not escape their 
attention. Without doubt they will attempt to avail them- 
selves of the advantage. The situation of the island affords 
the means, and the attempt must be successful, unless 
some provision be made to frustrate their measures. As 
their defeat is a general benefit, it is but just that it should 
come within the line of a general charge against the Con- 
tinent. Fresh provisions will be of infinite service to the 
troops in Boston. If they do not provide some very fine 
anti-scorbuticks, they must suffer amazingly by the scurvy. 
By two Captains of vessels, who came out of Boston the 
day before yesterday, we learn that it is extremely sickly; 
eight or ten are buried every day. Cold weather coming 
on, with the scurvy locked up in their blood, from eating 
salt provisions, must produce a prodigious mortality. No- 
thing can heighten their distress so much as cutting them 
off from fresh provisions. Therefore, I think it a subject 
worthy publick attention, to lend a helping hand to Rhode- 
Island, to secure the stock on the island. It must be 
grievous to the inhabitants to be subject to such an ex- 
pense themselves, and unjust, seeing the whole Continent 
are to be benefited by its consequences. 

The Committee has been closely engaged in forming a 
plan for regulating the Army. I hope, when the Army is 
re-enlisted, and the best of the officers selected, the troops 
will be under better regulation. The number agreed on 
may be larger than may appear necessary, but when you 
consider how raw and undisciplined the troops are in gen- 
eral, and what warlike preparations are going on in Eng- 
land, and how necessary it is to have a good Army in the 
spring, and the favourable prospect we shall have_pf making 
ourselves masters of Boston this winter, I doubt not you 
will cheerfully concur in the establishment. The General 
Officers agreed upon twenty thousand. What number the 
Committee has determined upon, I have not heard, but 
make no doubt they will approve of the number agreed to 
by the Generals. 

I wish we had a large stock of powder, that we might 
annoy the enemy wherever they made their appearance. 
We could easily, in my opinion, drive them out of Boston, 
if we had the means ; but for want thereof, we are obliged 
to remain idle spectators; for we cannot get at them, and 
they are determined not to come to us. However, I 
hope ere long fortune will favour us agreeably to our 
wishes. 

I hinted, in my last, that people began heartily to wish 
a declaration of independence. I would make it treason 
against the States to make any further remittances to Great 
Britain, and stop all supplies to their shipping. We had 
as well begin in earnest at first as at last; for we have no 
alternative but to fight it out, or be slaves. We should 
open our ports to all who have a mind to come and trade 
with us. But it will be necessary to keep a check upon 
commerce, lest it take the lead of military pursuits. The 
merchants are generally a body of people whose god is 
gain, and their whole plan of policy is to bring publick 
measures to square with their private interest. 

The French will never agree to furnish us with powder, 
as long as there is the least probability of an accommoda- 
tion between us and Great Britain. The alternative is a 
separation from Great Britain, or subjugation to her. Jn 
the latter case, Great Britain, as a Nation, will receive 
little or no advantage from the Colonies; for slavery is ever 
unfriendly to trade, and trade is the strength and sinews of 
Great Britain. Therefore, France, as a real enemy to 
Great Britain, acts upon a true plan of policy, in refusing 
to intermeddle, until she is satisfied that there is no hope 
of accommodation. Then she can interpose with propriety 
to lend us a helping hand. Should France undertake to 
furnish us with powder and other articles, and the breach 
between Great Britain and the Colonies be afterwards 
made up, she would incur the hostility of her rival, with- 
out reaping any solid advantage. 
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GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Head-Quarters, October 23, 1775. 

Sir" This will be presented to your hands by a First 
Lieutenant of Cojonel Thompson's Battalion of Riflemen, 
Who has under .his command a party of experienced Rifle- 
men, whom the General thinks you might dispose of to 
advantage, should the enemy attempt to set fire to the 
Town pf Portsmouth, as he is informed the entrance of 
tlie hajbpur is narrow, and much commanded by high 
ground". anH rocks. The officer is directed to wait your 
commands the moment he arrives at Portsmouth. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Horatio Gates, Adj. Gen. 

To Brigadier-General Sullivan, Commanding the Forces 
of the United. Colonies at Portsmouth. 



COL, JOSEPH REED TO THE SELECTMEN OF BOSTON. 

Roxbury, October 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have it in command from his Excellency 
General Washington to acquaint you that your letter to 
William Philips, Esq., came in course to Head-Quarters. 
His Excellency wishes to show every mark of attention to 
the Selectmen of Boston; at the same time he thinks Col. 
Robertson cannot expect his request to be complied with 
without a suitable return. He has therefore directed me 
to say, that Master Lovell, who has suffered a long and in- 
jurious confinement, can be set at liberty, and exchanged 
for the friend of Colonel Robertson. The latter will be 
immediately sent for to Hartford for that purpose, and the 
exchange made as soon as possible. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, with much respect, 

your most obedient humble servant, T „ 

' Joseph Keed. 

To John Scollay and others, Selectmen of the Town of 
Boston. 

LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 

Boston, October 23, 1775. 

Sir : Within these two or three years, we have had most 
pompous accounts published of the several manufactures 
carrying on here ; and by the English prints I find the 
very same falsehoods repeated there, no doubt to answer 
some wicked purpose. That the world may know the 
real true state to be depended upon of the manufactures 
going on in this Province, I send you the following by 
Captaiti Watson, of the Kitty, bound to Bristol; and am, 
as before, yours, &c. 

A L,etler concerning the American Manufactures. 
The New-England Colonies are not well adapted for 
raising and keeping large stocks of sheep, for they require 
a spacious range of pasture, and the benefit of getting at 
the ground in winter, which they cannot do where the 
snow falls deep, and continues long, as generally happens 
in this Province ; for this reason, the greatest number of 
sheep are raised and kept on the sea-coasts and islands, 
where the snow does not lie so long as it doth in the inland 
parts. The wool raised on these islands is nearly as good 
as that m England, if proper care be taken of the sheep ; 
but, as they are not so large, they rarely produce more 
than a fleece from two to two pounds and an half per 
season, one sheep with another, upon the best computation 
that has been made. There is not more wool produced 
annually here than what is barely sufficient to make stock- 
ings for the inhabitants ; and, notwithstanding all the 
boasted publications of our increasing manufactures, we 
neither can make nor have made any more woollens than 
heretofore, for we have always worked up all our fleeces ; 
have never exported any, consequently cannot exceed 
what we used to do. I am informed that in Philadelphia, 
and the Colonies to the southward, their wool is so coarse 
that it will make no cloth but of the lowest sort, and every 
body knows the nigber to the line the sheep grow smoother, 
inclining even to hair. 

The NeiD-Englanders have every advantage for making 
linen cloth, as our soil produces (with proper culture) the 
greatest crops of good flax, and the exportation of the 
flax-seed (for which we have always a ready sale in Ire- 



land) will nearly pay the cost of raising our flax ; and in 
regard to the bleaching, it is not half so expensive as in 
that Kingdom, because we have much more sun, and 
plenty of wood-ashes and pot-ashes, articles more neces- 
sary for the above purpose ; yet, notwithstanding all these 
advantages, the linens made in these Colonies are mere 
trifles in comparison of what are used in them. 

We have attempted, within these thirty-five years, the 
making of nails three times; but the attempt always mis- 
carried, since it was found, on repeated trials, that these 
commodities could be imported from England much cheaper 
than made here; and, as most of the dwellings here are 
made of wood, every house takes twenty times the quan- 
tity of nails that it would do in England. 

It may be asked here, why people, under all these ad- 
vantages, do not carry on such manufactures as their Coun- 
try is so well adapted to succeed in. The answer is very 
plain : because every man can avail himself of one or two 
hundred acres of land for a mere bagatelle, with which he 
can support himself and family easier than by going into 
manufactures. 

Then it follows, of course, that, by the American plan of 
non-importation, they will suffer more than Great Britain ; 
for, in two years' time, they will not have clothes to defend 
them from the severity of the weather, nor will they have 
nails to build their houses. Besides, if their ports are 
kept well blocked up, they will not be able to procure 
either rum, sugar, molasses, coffee, cocoa, &c, and yet so 
great use has been made of these articles in all the Colo- 
nies, that they are almost become necessaries of life ; by 
this means they can have no other drink but water, and a 
little ordinary cider, from October to June, and of that not 
near a sufficiency for the inhabitants, for all their beer is 
made of molasses. 

The people in the New-England Colonies (large sea- 
port Towns excepted) live on salt provisions more than 
three-quarters of the year. The stopping of salt alone 
will prove their ruin, and, on the best inquiries 1 can make, 
they will suffer much this year from the scarcity of that 
article ; so that their own plan of non-exportation, and 
the restraining act well put in execution, will cause such 
heavy sufferings among them, that they must be obliged 
to accept of any terms prescribed by Great Britain, 
(before two years be over,) and the more' especially when 
they will have a large Army ravaging their Country, 
which will, in a great measure, put a stop to their agri- 
culture. 



ADDRESS OP THE HIGH SHERIFF, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
DEVON. 

Address of the High Sheriff, Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the County of Devon, presented to His 
Majesty, by John Parker, Esq., one of their Representa- 
tives in Parliament ; Charles Warwick Bampfylde, Esq., 
one of the Representatives in Parliament for the City of 
Exeter; John Dyke Acland, one of the Representatives 
in Parliament for Callington, in Cornwall; and 'Henry 
Arthur Felloives, Esq., High Sheriff of the said County 
of Devon. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the High Sheriff, Gentlemen, 

Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of Devon. 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
High Sheriff, Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the 
County of Devon, impressed with the deepest affection and 
loyalty for your Majesty's person and Government, think, 
that did we remain silent spectators of the present awful 
situation of publick affairs, we should not perform the duty 
we owe to your Majesty, our Country, ourselves, and our 
posterity. 

Permit us therefore, in the strongest terms, to assure 
your Majesty, that the various arts which have succeeded 
in some part of your Majesty's Dominions to inflame the 
minds of your subjects, have been tried on us in vain; 
possessed of that manly rational liberty which Britons 
alone enjoy, we cannot, by'any artifice, be induced to ima- 
gine grievances that do not exist, or complain of oppres- 
sions we do not feel. 

Unable to deceive, these arts have animated us with 
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that becoming indignation which must actuate the mind of 
every man, jealous of holding his property, not by uncer- 
tain tenure of anarchy and confusion, but by the whole- 
some regulation of those just and wise laws, under which 
this free Country has so long and so pre-eminently flour- 
ished. 

We are happy thus publickly to acknowledge the mo- 
deration and justice of your Majesty's Government, tho- 
roughly satisfied that a grateful posterity will do that justice 
to a reign, which the envy of the factious, and the ambi- 
tion of the disappointed, may at present refuse. 

And here we must lament the infatuation, whilst we 
abhor the conduct of your American subjects, whose dar- 
ing and unwarranted attacks on the legislative rights of 
Parliament, will, if unsubdued, perpetuate dishonour on 
this Country ; and as we cannot but esteem national dis- 
honour the sure presage of national calamity, we trust in 
the justice, wisdom, and vigour of your Majesty's coun- 
sels, that it will be speedily and effectually done away. 

May your Majesty's throne be established for ever ; may 
this Constitution, which enables your Majesty, and we trust 
will enable your latest posterity, to diffuse blessings over a 
happy land, remain sacred and inviolate, cherished and 
supported by the wisdom of our descendants, as it was 
formed by the virtue and sagacity of our ancestors. 



ADDRESS Or THE BOROUGH OP PEEBLES. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Council of the 
Borough of Peebles, presented to His Majesty by Sir 
James Cockburn, Bart., Representative in Parliament for 
Peebles, Lanark, Linlithgow, and Selkirk. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of the Borough 
of Peebles,ln Council assembled, beg leave to approach 
your royal throne, and, with hearts full of gratitude, ex- 
press the many and great blessings we enjoy under your 
Majesty's wise, mild, and auspicious Government. 

It is with the utmost abhorrence and detestation we see 
a rebellion carried on in some of your Majesty's Colonies, 
instigated and promoted by a seditious and evil-minded 
faction at home. 

With the greatest respect and fidelity we beg leave to 
assure your Majesty, that we will be ready at all times, 
with our lives and fortunes, to defend your Majesty's per- 
son and family ; support your Government, and the legis- 
lative authority of these realms, against all deluded and 
seditious subjects, at home or abroad. 

That a continuance of the wise and prudent measures 
hitherto adopted, with respect to America, may soon re- 
duce these infatuated people to their duty ; that sedition 
may be extirpated these realms ; and that your Majesty 
may long reign over a free and united people, are the sin- 
cere prayers of, 

Signed in presence, and by appointment, and the Town's 
seal affixed, at Peebles, the twenty-fourth day of October, 
1775. William Ker, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE ANCIENT BOROUGH OF CHRIST CHURCH. 

Address of the Mayor and Burgesses of the ancient 
Borough of Christ Church, in the County of Southampton, 
presented to His Majesty by the Honourable Thomas Vil- 
liers Hyde and James Harris, Esq., their Representatives 
in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Mayor and Burgesses of the 

ancient Borough of Christ Church, in the County of 

Southampton. 

Sire : We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Mayor and Burgesses of your ancient Borough 
of Christ Church, beg leave to approach your royal throne, 
with every sentiment of affection, zeal, and gratitude. 

It is with the deepest concern that we see a desperate 
attempt made to reject the sovereignty of this Country, by 
those who owe the very power of resisting it to its long, 
its expensive, and its parental protection. 



We are daily taught the difference between freedom and 
despotism, and we are taught it in the surest way, not by 
words, but by deeds. 

Under the mild and constitutional Government of your 
Majesty, we in this island feel both our persons and pro- 
perties secured ; nay, even those among us who affect to 
entertain a different opinion, and who sometimes perhaps 
differ, not in a manner the most respectful, are permitted 
to do it with impunity, and show by that impunity their 
charge of despotism to be groundless. 

But when we look to the real regions of despotism (be 
they in the east or elsewhere) we find no such equity, no 
such tolerance ; the minutest difference in sentiment is 
sure to expose the unhappy dissentient, however innocent, 
however conscientious, to infamous injustice and insolent 
cruelty. 

When we reflect on these events, we cannot but be sen- 
sible that we have no other protection to shield us from 
anarchy and oppression, and to preserve our excellent 
Constitution unbroken, whole, and entirej than the wisdom 
and firmness of your Majesty's counsels, supported and 
enforced by the efforts of your Parliament. 

We humbly beg your Majesty's permission to lay these 
our sentiments at your feel ; and, while we assure your 
Majesty of our firm and unfeigned attachment, to add our 
fervent prayers for our deluded fellow-subjects, that they 
may become sensible of their errour; that they may depart 
from their hostilities, and return to a sense of that duty 
which they owe to the British Legislature, and to the best 
of Princes. 

Given under our common seal, at a full Assembly, in 
our Town-hall, this twenty-fourth day of October, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Thomas Mews, Mayor, Jasper Bursey, 
John Reeks, Abraham Daw, 

Jos. Stevens Jeans, Richard Holloway, 
John Lloyd, Thomas Jeans, 

Thomas Mews, Jun., Jos. Gibes, 
William News am, Henry Gibbs, 

John Horlock, Robert Reeks, 

John Cook, Edward Hooper, 

William Jackson, William Dale, 

Jos. Jarvis Clerke, James Talman. 



WESTCHESTER COUNTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO THE 
PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

White Plains, October 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Committee of Westchester County, 
thinking it highly necessary, from the complexion of the 
times, that a Minute Regiment should be completed in this 
County as soon as possible, take the liberty, with all sub- 
mission, to recommend Samuel Drake, to be Colonel ; 
Lewis Graham, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Abraham Storm, 
First Major ; Samuel Lyon, of Northcastle, Second Ma- 
jor ; Elijah Mills, Adjutant ; and Josiah Mills, to be Quar- 
termaster. 

We hope that if the persons we have taken the freedom 
to recommend should be looked upon as the most proper, 
or others should be thought more fit, that the honourable 
Congress will be pleased to direct commissions to be made 
out, and sent with expedition. ~ 

We are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants. 
By order of the Committee : 

Gilbert Drake, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress at New- York. 



MINUTE OFFICERS IN WESTCHESTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

Officers of the Minute Company of Poundridge, and 
Lower Salem : Ebenezer Slason, Captain ; Henry Slason, 
First Lieutenant; Ebenezer Scofield, Jun., Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Daniel Waterbury, Third Lieutenant or Ensign. 

Officers of the Minute Company in Bedford; Eli Secly, 
Captain ; Zephaniah Mills, First Lieutenant ; Cornelius 
Clark, Second Lieutenant; Philip Leek, Third Lieu- 
tenant or Ensign. 

The above Officers have been duly elected by the Min- 
ute Companies, and the Committee are desirous to have 
their commissions forwarded with the utmost expedition. 
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There are two Companies of Minute-Men nearly com- 
pleted in the Manor of Cortlandt — one in the Eastern Dis- 
trict, the other in the Western District. The Committee 
think it of importance (if it can be done) that blank com- 
missions should be sent to the Chairman, to be filled up 
by him, as soon as the Officers are elected. 

By order of the Committee : 

Gilbert Drake, Chairman. 

White Plains, October 24, 1775. 



SUFFOLK COUNTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

At a meeting of the several Committees in the First 
Regiment in Suffolk County, held at Smithtown, the 24th 
October, 1775, Mr. William Smith appointed Chairman. 
Present : 

From Huntington: Jesse Brush, JZsq.,ThomasWickes, 
Esq., Gilbert Potter, Stephen Keley, John Squier, Ste- 
phen Keicham, Timothy Ketcham, Henry Scudder, Thomas 
Brush, Jun., Israel Wood, Ebenezer Piatt. 

Smithtown : DanielTillotson,ThomasTreadwell, Esq., 
Jeffery Smith, Philetus Smith, Daniel Smitji, Captain Job 
Smith, Jacob Mills, Ed7nund Smith, Jun., Epenetus Smith, 
Samuel Phillips. 

Manor of St. Georges : Mr. William Smith, Jonah 
Hulse. 

Meriches : Captain Joliah Smith. 

Brookhaven: Captain Samuel Thompson, William 
Brewster, John Woodhull, Daniel Roe, Nathaniel Roe, 
Noah Hallock, Captain Jonathan Baker, Richard Wood- 
hull, Esq. 

At this meeting, a commission of the First Major in this 
Regiment being offered to Mr. Nathan Woodhull, he de- 
clined taking the same, offering such reasons as are satis- 
factory to this Committee. Likewise, a commission of a 
Second Major in the abovesaid Regiment being offered to 
Mr. Edmund Smith, Jun., he declined taking the same, 
offering reasons satisfactory to this Committee. They then 
received the thanks of this Committee for their publick 
spirit in their resignations. 

The Committee then proceeded to the nomination of 
two Majors to fill the above vacancies, which is as follows, 
viz : Mr. Jeffery Smith, for the First Major ; Captain Jesse 
Brush, Second Major. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

William Smith. 
To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, New- York. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read November 1, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, October 24, 1775. 

Sir: My conjecture of the destination of the late squad- 
ron from Boston, in my last, has been unhappily verified, 
by an outrage exceeding in barbarity and cruelty every 
hostile act practised among civilized nations. I have en- 
closed the account given me by Mr. Jones, a gentleman of 
the Town of Falmouth, of the destruction of that increas- 
ing and flourishing village. He is a very great sufferer, 
and informs me that the time allowed for the removal of 
effects was so small that valuable property of all kinds, 
and to a great amount, has been destroyed. The orders 
shown by the Captain for this horrid procedure, by which 
it appears the same desolation is meditated upon all the 
Towns on the coast, made it my duty to communicate it 
as quickly and extensively as possible. As Portsmouth 
was the next place to which he proposed to go, General 
Sullivan was permitted to go up and give them his assist- 
ance and advice, to ward off the blow. I flatter myself 
the like event will not happen there, as they have a forti- 
fication of some strength, and a vessel has arrived at a 
place called Sheepscut, with one thousand five hundred 
pounds of powder. 

The gentlemen of the Congress have nearly finished 
their business ; but, as they write by this opportunity, I must 
beg leave to refer you to their letter for what concerns 
their commission. 

We have had no occurrence of any consequence in the 



camp since I had the honour of addressing you last ; but 
expect every hour to hear that Newport has shared the 
fate of unhappy Falmouth. 

I have the honour to be, with the most sincere respect, 
Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

George Washington. 



Falmouth, Monday, October 16, 1775. 

The Canceau ship, of sixteen guns, commanded by 
Captain Mowat, a large ship, schooner, and a sloop, armed, 
anchored below the Town. The 1 7th, at three, P. M., they 
weighed and came up, and anchored within gun shot, and 
immediately Captain Mowat sent a letter on shore to the 
Town, giving them two hours to move their families out, 
as he had orders to fire the Town. The Town immediate- 
ly chose a Committee of three gentlemen, and sent them 
on board, to know the reason of that Town's being set on 
fire; he returned for answer, that his orders were to set fire 
to all the sea-port Towns between Boston and Halifax, 
and that he expected New-York was then burnt to ashes. 
He further said, that when he received orders from the 
Admiral, he desired that he might show some favour to the 
Town of Falmouth, which the Admiral granted, (I sup- 
pose, as Captain Mowat was under particular obligations to 
some gentlemen at Falmouth, for civilities shown him when 
in captivity amongst them,) and which favour was, to spare 
the Town till nine o'clock, Wednesday morning, in case we 
would send him off eight small arms, which the Town im- 
mediately did. Wednesday morning, being the 18th, the 
Committee went on board Captain Mowat again, in order 
to save the Town ; he said he would save the Town till 
he heard from the Admiral, in case we would send off four 
carnage guns, deliver up all our small arms, ammunition, 
&.c, and send four gentlemen of the Town as hostages, 
which the Town would not do. About half past nine 
in the morning, he began to fire from the four armed ves- 
sels, and in five minutes set fire to several houses. He 
continued firing till after dark the same day, which destroy- 
ed the largest part of the Town. He further informed the 
Committee, that he should proceed to Portsmouth, and de- 
stroy that place also. 

The foregoing is as near the facts as lam able to remem- 
ber, as witness my hand. „ , 

J Pearson Jones. 



H. WENTWORTH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Portsmouth, October 19, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: We beg leave to 
acquaint you that an express is just arrived here from 
Falmouth, Casco Bay, informing us that on Monday last 
came in there the Canceau, armed ship, Captain Mowat, 
together with a schooner mounting fourteen guns, a large 
transport, and two sloops, all full of men; that they lay "at 
the mouth of the harbour till Tuesday following, making 
signals for some person to come off to them, which being 
taken no notice of by the Town, they weighed their anchors 
and came up and lay between the ferryways and Papus- 
dock, from whence they sent on shore a message, acquaint- 
ing the inhabitants that they had orders to fire upon the 
Town. In consequence of this message, a Committee 
went on board Captain Mowat, to whom he showed his 
orders from the Admiral, which were, that in case the inha- 
bitants did not forthwith deliver up their arms, and give 
hostages for their future good behaviour, he was to destroy 
that Town, and afterwards proceed and destroy this, Cap- 
tain Mowat, however, acquainted the Committee, that in 
case they would deliver up part of their arms that night, he 
would give them till next morning to consider of his requi- 
sition ; they accordingly sent on board eight muskets that 
evening. At half past eight, yesterday, this express came 
away, and heard a heavy firing all day afterwards, which 
began precisely at nine o'clock. 

We entreat your Excellency's patience while we assure 
you that the people of this Province, and of this Town in 
particular, have exerted every nerve to put this port in a 
proper state of defence, but that all our precautions are to 
no effect, for want of a sufficient quantity of powder, our 
whole stock of which at present is only seventeen barrels. 
We have therefore despatched Mr. D'Ewiiig, who has 
orders to wait on your Excellency before he sleeps, to 
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request the favour of your Excellency to spare us as much 
powder as you may think proper. 

I am, very respectfully, by order of (he Committee of 
Safety, Sir, your Excellency's most obedient humble ser- 

' H. Wentworth, Chairman. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

H. MOWAT, COMMANDER OF HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP CANCEAU, 
TO THE PEOPLE OF FALMOUTH. 

Canceau, Falmouth, October 16, 1775. 

After so many premeditated attacks on the legal preroga- 
tives of the best of Sovereigns, after the repeated instances 
you have experienced in Britain's long forbearance of the 
rod of correction, and the merciful and paternal extension 
of her hands to embrace you, again and again, have been 
regarded as vain and nugatory; and in place of a dutiful 
and grateful return to your King and Parent State, you 
have been guilty of the most unpardonable rebellion, 
supported by the ambition of a set of designing men, whose 
insidious views have cruelly imposed on the credulity of 
their fellow-creatures, and at last have brought the whole 
into the same dilemma, which leads me to feel not a little 
the woes of the innocent of them, in particular on the pre- 
sent occasion, from my having it in orders to execute a 
just punishment on the Town of Falmouth. In the name 
of which authority, I previously warn you to remove, with- 
out delay, the human species out of the said Town, for 
which purpose I give you the time of two hours ; at the 
period of which, a red pendant will be hoisted at the main 
topgallant mast head, with a gun. But should your im- 
prudence lead you to show the least resistance, you will in 
xhat case free me of that humanity so strongly pointed 
out in my orders, as well as in my inclination. I also ob- 
serve that all those who did, on a former occasion, fly to the 
King's ship under my command for protection, that the same 
door is now open and ready to receive them. 

The officer who will deliver this letter, I expect to return 
immediately, unmolested. 

I am, Sic, H. Mowat. 

To the People of Falmouth. 

council of war. 

At a Council of War, held at Head-Quarters, October 
18,1775: 

Present, his Excellency General Washington ; Major- 
Generals Ward, Lee, Putnam; Brigadier-Generals Thomas, 
Heath, Sullivan, Greene, Gates. 

The General acquainted the Members of the Council, 
that he had called them together in consequence of an inti- 
mation from the Congress, that an attack upon Boston, if 
practicable, was much desired. That he therefore desired 
their opinions on the subject. 

General Gates. — That under the present circumstances 
it is improper to attempt it. 

General Greene. — Thai it is not practicable, under all 
circumstances; but if ten thousand men could be landed at 
Boston, thinks it is. 

General Sullivan. — That at this time it is improper. 
The winter gives a more favourable opportunity. 

General Heath. — Impracticable at present. 

General Thomas. — Of the same opinion. 

General Putnam. — Disapproves of it at present. 

General Lee. — Is not sufficiently acquainted with the 
men to judge ; therefore thinks it too great a risk. 

Genera? Ward. — Against it. 

General Washington. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 13, 1775. 
(Parole, Kennebeck.) (Countersign, Lebanon.; 

Lieutenant Richard Woodward, of Captain Gridlcy's 
Company, in Colonel Gridley's Regiment of Artillery, tried 
at a late General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Wood- 
bridge was President, for " cowardice in the action upon 
the 17th of June last, and for mutiny." The Court were 
unanimously of opinion, that the charge of cowardice, on 
the 17th June last, is fully supported against the prisoner, 
and are also unanimously of opinion that the prisoner is 
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guilty of mutiny, and of a malicious, vexatious, and ground- 
less accusation of Captain Gridley, at a late General Court- 
Martial. The Court therefore unanimously adjudge the 
prisoner, Lieutenant Woodward, to be cashiered, and ren- 
dered incapable of serving in the Continental Army. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 14, 1775. 
(Parole, Maiden.) (Countersign, Norfolk.) 

The General has seen and approves the sentence of 
the General Court-Martial, held upon Lieutenant Wood- 
ward, of the Artillery. He orders it to take place imme- 
diately, and commands Lieutenant Woodivard to be dis- 
missed the camp. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 15, 1775. 
(Parole, Ostcnd.) (Countersign, Plymouth.) 

One subaltern, one sergeant, and twenty-five rank and 
file, from each of the four Brigades in the lines and in 
Cambridge, to parade to-morrow morning, at sunrise, upon 
Cambridge Common, to cut fire-wood for the Army. The 
Quartermaster-General, or his Deputy, will attend upon the 
Common in Cambridge, to give directions to the officer 
commanding the party. 

A General Court-Martial to sit on Wednesday morning 
next, at Roxbury, to try Colonel David Brewer, of the 
Ninth Regiment of Foot, upon an accusation exhibited by 
a number of officers of that Regiment, a copy thereof 
having yesterday been sent by the Adjutant-General to 
Colonel Brewer. The Judge Advocate to be at Roxbury by 
nine o'clock, Wednesday morning, to sit in Court ; all evi- 
dences and persons concerned to attend the Court at that 
time. For Court-Martial — Brigadier-General Thomas, Pre- 
sident; fourCoIonels, four Lieutenant-Colonels, four Majors, 
Members. The Members to be taken 'equally from the 
two Brigades now 7 in Roxbury. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 17, 1775. 
(Parole, Satvbridge.) (Countersign, Townscnd.) 

The Quartermaster-General will deliver to the Major of 
each Brigade, or his order, twenty great coats, for the use 
of the sentinels of each Brigade. As the Brigade-Major 
is to give his receipt for the same, he is to be answerable 
that they are regularly delivered from guard to guard. 

Lieutenant Thomas Randall, of the Regiment of Artil- 
lery, tried at a late General Court-Martial, for " stabbing a 
Matross in the said Regiment." The Court are of opinion, 
that the prisoner is guilty of a breach of the forty-ninth 
Article of the Rules and Regulations of the Massachusetts 
Army; but, in consideration of the very insulting behaviour 
of the complainant, adjudge Lieutenant Randall only to 
receive a severe reprimand from the Colonel of the Regi- 
ment, at the head of the Company to which the prisoner 
belongs. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 18, 1775. 
(Parole, Wilkes.) (Countersign, Camden.) 

The General Court-Martial ordered to sit this day, at 
Roxbury, is postponed until Friday morning next, at nine 
o'clock, Brigadier-General Thomas being obliged to attend 
this forenoon at Head-Quarters. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 21, 1775. 
(Parole, Franklin.) (Countersign, Lynch.) 

The officers of Colonel Gridley's Regiment and Major 
Crane's Corps of Artillery, who are inclined to engage in 
the service of the United Colonies, for one year from the 
day of the expiration of their present term of service, are 
to deliver in their names and the rank they now possess to 
the Adjutant-General to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock ; 
such as disincline to remain any longer in the service to 
give in their names also, and the reasons for their declin- 
ing the service. 

Head.Quartere, Cambridge, October 22, 1775. 
(Parole, Harriion.) (Countersign, Cooke.) 

The Deputies from the honourable Continental Congress 
having arrived in this camp, in order to confer with the 
General, the several Governours of Rhode-Island and 
Connecticut, the Council of Massachusetts-Bay, and the 
President and Convention of New-Hampshire, on the con- 
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tinuing an Army, for the defence and support of America 
and its liberties, all officers who decline the further service 
of their Country, and intend to retire from the Army at the 
expiration of their present term of service, are to signify 
their intentions, in writing, to their Colonel, which he is to 
deliver, with his own, to the Brigadier-General or com- 
manding officer of his Brigade. Those brave men and 
true patriots who are resolved to continue to serve and 
defend their brethren, privileges, and property, are to con- 
sider themselves engaged to the last day of December, 
1776, unless sooner discharged by the honourable the 
Continental Congress, and will in like manner signify their 
intentions. This return to be made at orderly time, Wed- 
nesday next. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 23, 1775. 
(Parole, Hancock .) (Countersign, Cashing.) 

Colonel David Brewer, of the Ninth Regiment of Foot, 
tried at a General Court-Martial, whereof Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Thomas was President, for "procuring a Lieutenant's 
commission for his son, an inexperienced boy of sixteen or 
seventeen years of age, and returning him as in the publick 
service from the 24th of April, and drawing his pay for 
the month of August, during all which time the said boy was 
at home, in his father's service, contrary to the repeated 
remonstrances of the officers of the Regiment; and, also, 
for making a return to the Committee of Supplies for a 
larger number of blankets than were requisite for said Regi- 
ment ; and,, also, for taking the men from the publick ser- 
vice, in the Army, and employing them in his own private 
business, in labour on his farm." The Court-Martial, on 
mature consideration, are of opinion, that the two last arti- 
cles of the, accusation are supported fully against the pri- 
soner, and therefore unanimously adjudge, that Colonel 
David Brewer be dismissed the service. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 24, 1775. 
(Parole, Trumbull.) (Countersign, Langdon.) 

The General approves the sentence of the General 
Court-Martial, in yesterday's orders. 



COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE WITH THE COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read November 1, 1775.] 

Cambridge, October 24, 1775. 

Sir: We arrived at this place on the 15th, and should 
have proceeded immediately to perform the duty imposed 
by the Congress, but the President of the Congress of New- 
Hampshire was detained, by the illness of his family, from 
attending. After waiting two days for him, it was de- 
termined to call in General Sullivan to represent that Colo- 
ny. The President joined us next day, and we have been 
constantly employed in the consideration of the many im- 
portant matters with which we are charged, all of which we 
hope will be finished to-day. 

We enclose you a copy of the several determinations of 
this meeting, on those heads on which the Governours of 
Rhode-Island and Connecticut, the Council of this Pro- 
vince, the President of the Congress of New-Hampshire, 
together with the General, were directed to be consulted ; 
by which you will see that they were unanimously of 
opinion, not only that any reduction of pay was absolutely 
impracticable, but that a bare proposal of this nature would 
cause such discontents, if not mutinies, as would, perhaps, 
prove the ruin of the Army. We are sorry to find this 
opinion too much confirmed by the difficulty that occurs in 
prevailing on the troops of Connecticut to enlist for the 
month of December only, according to the directions of 
Congress. 

Under these circumstances, we thought it our duty to 
consent that the General should immediately proceed to a 
new enlistment of the present Army for the next year, 
without waiting for the directions of Congress, bein" con- 
vinced, by the opinion not only of the gentlemen we were 
directed to consult, but of every officer we conversed with 
on the subject, that every moment's delay was big with 
danger. We have, however, reserved, in the terms of the 
new enlistment, a right in Congress to disband at pleasure, 
without mentioning the month's additional pay, voted the 



soldiers in case they had enlisted at five Dollars per 
month. 

Last night we received the melancholy account of the 
burning the Town of Falmouth by some ships, sent for that 
purpose by Admiral Graves, the commanding officer of 
which declared he had orders to destroy every sea-port be- 
tween that and Boston. It is easy to conceive what effects 
this must produce in this camp ; every soldier who came 
from Falmouth insisting on leave to go and take care of 
his family, and to find a place for them, where they may 
be covered from the inclemency of the approaching winter. 
Indeed, it is too reasonable a request to be refused. Should 
the same fate fall to the share of many such Towns, It is 
easy to foretell what must happen to the Army, especially 
should it happen before the new Army is enlisted. This, 
we hope, will not only excuse our conduct, but induce Con- 
gress to hasten their determinations upon this matter. 

One more reason for despatch is, that men may much 
more probably enlist before, than after, they feel the hard- 
ships of a winter campaign. 

Upon examining the journals of Assembly, it appears 
that the men raised in the years 1758 and 1759, by this 
Colony, received fourteen Pounds bounty, and had thirty- 
six Shillings per month, pay, which, as their engagements 
were for six months only, was much higher terms than the 
present, when no other bounty is allowed than a coat to 
each man. 

We are, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient, 

B. Franklin, 
Benj. Harrison, 
Thos. Lynch. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Con- 
tinental Congress at Philadelphia. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AT THE 
CAMP AT CAMBRIDGE. 

Minutes of a Conference of the Delegates of the honour- 
able Continental Congress, the Deputy-Governoursof Con- 
necticut and Rhode-Island, and the Committee of the Coun- 
cil of Massachusetts-Bay, with General Washington, be- 
gan at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 18, 1775, and 
continued to the 22d of the same month. Present : 

His Excellency General Washington. 

The Hon. Deputy-Governour Griswold and Nathaniel 
Wales, Esq., Connecticut. 

The Hon. Deputy-Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 

The Hon. Thomas Lynch, Doctor Benjamin Franklin, 
and Colonel Benjamin Harrison, Delegates from the Con- 
gress. 

The Hon. James Bowdoin. Colonel Otis, William Se- 
ver, and Walter Spooner, Committee of Council of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

The Credentials of the several Members of this Confer- 
ence for Connecticut and Massachusetts-Bay, were then 
read. 

The President of the Provincial Convention of New- 
Hampshire not yet attending, General Sullivan was desired 
to attend this Conference, and took his seat accordingly. 

The Members of the Conference then proceeded upon 
the instructions from the Congress, which were read through, 
and then again separately; and it was considered — 

1st. To cause proper methods to be taken for continuing 
the Connecticut Troops (now near Boston) in the Conti- 
nental service, upon the same terms as they are at present, 
until the last day of next December ; hereupon, 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Members of this 
Conference, that the General immediately direct the Field- 
Officers of the Connecticut Troops, that they consult with 
their inferior officers and men, and endeavour to learn 
what number of them will continue in the service to the 
last day of December, upon the present terms, and that as 
soon as possible. 

The third Instruction was then read by paragraphs, con- 
taining the following articles, viz : 

First. What number of men the new Army before Bos- 
ton should consist of? 

1st. The Committee having been informed that this 
question had been lately agitated in the Council of General 
Officers, desired the result might be communicated ; by 
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which it appeared that it was their unanimous opinion that 
the new Army, intended to lie before Boston, should not 
consist of less than twenty thousand three hundred and 
seventy-two men. In which opinion, on a consideration 
of all circumstances, this Committee unanimously concurs. 
Agreed, including Officers. 

Second. What should be the pay of the Officers and Pri- 
vates; that of some of the former in the present Army 
being, it is apprehended, too low, and that of the latter too 
high ? 

Answer. That of the Privates, unanimously agreed, can- 
not be reduced ; and agreed, by a majority, that raising the 
pay of the Officers would be inconvenient and improper. 
It was also unanimously agreed, that, under the present 
circumstances, the proposition of lowering the pay of the 
Troops would be attended with dangerous consequences. 

October 19, 1775. 

The Members of the Committee to confer with General 
Washington met. Present as yesterday. 

Matthew Thornton, Esq., President of the Convention 
of New-Hampshire, attending, took his seat this day. 

It was now proposed for consideration, what number each 
Company and how many Companies each Regiment should 
contain. 

Agreed, unanimously, That each Regiment consist of 
seven hundred and twenty-eight men, including Officers ; 
that it be divided into eight Companies, each Company to 
consist of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four 
Sergeants, four Corporals, two Drums or Fifes, seventy-six 
Privates. 

2d. Of what kind and quantity of provisions a Ration 
should consist? 

Resolved, That it be as follows : One pound of beef or 
three-quarters of a pound of pork, or one pound of salt 
fish, per day; one pound of bread or flour per day; three 
pints of peas or beans per week, or vegetables equivalent, 
at six Shillings per bushel for peas or beans ; one pint of 
milk per man per day, or at the rate of one Penny per 
pint ; one half pint of rice, or one pint of Indian meal, per 
man per week ; one quart of spruce beer or cider per man, 
per day, or nine gallons of molasses per Company of one 
hundred men, per week ; three pounds of candles to one 
hundred men, per week, for squads ; twenty-four pounds of 
soft, or eight pounds of hard soap, for one hundred men, 
per week. 

3d. What is the best method of providing Arms for the 
Troops to be engaged in the new Army? 

Agreed, That it be recommended to the several Con- 
ventions or Assemblies of the Colonies, respectively, to set 
and keep their Gunsmiths at work to manufacture good 
Firelocks with B^-onets ; each Firelock t to be made with 
a good Bridle Lock, three-quarters of an inch bore, and of 
good substance at the breech ; the Barrel to be three feet 
eight inches in length ; the Bayonet to be eighteen inches 
in the blade ; with a steel Ramrod, the upper loop therefor 
being trumpet-mouthed. That the price to be given be 
fixed by the Assembly or Convention, or Committee of 
Safety of each Colony, and to import all that can be pro- 
cured ; and that the good Arms of such soldiers as leave 
the service, be retained on a valuation made of them. 

October 20, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present as before. 

It was now proposed for consideration, what will be the 
best method of providing Clothes for the Troops which 
are to compose the new Army? 

Agreed, That the Clothing be provided by the Conti- 
nent, and paid for by stoppages out of the Soldiers' wages, 
at ten Shillings per month ; that as much as possible of the 
Cloth, for this purpose, be dyed brown, and the distinctions 
of Regiments made in the facings ; also, that a man who 
brings a good new Blanket into the camp, should be al- 
lowed two Dollars therefor, and take it away with him at 
the end of the campaign. 

2d. What is the best method of getting Provisions for 
the Army? 

Agreed, That in procuring salt Provisions, it will be best 
to drive the Cattle and Hogs, at proper seasons, to the 
camp, there to be cured, and that the New-England Colo- 



nies can supply the Army fully with these articles. That 
in the article of Bread and Flour, the Commissary proceed 
in the way he has done for some time past, that appearing 
both safe and frugal. 

3d. By whom the Officers should be chosen or recom- 
mended, and how the best Officers and men, in the present 
Army, may be engaged for the next, making a complete 
arrangement of the whole ? 

Agreed, That such Officers as have served in the present 
Army to approbation, and are willing to slay, be preferred ; 
if there are more of them than are necessary for the new 
Army, the General to distinguish such as he deems best 
qualified. 

Agreed, upon a representation from the General, That 
it be recommended to the several Legislatures of New- 
England, that proper authority be given him to impress 
Carriages, Vessels, Horses, and other things necessary, at 
a reasonable rate, for the transportation or march of the 
Army, or any part of it, or on any other emergency; and 
that this power may be deputed in writing, under the hand 
of the General, to the Quartermaster-General, or to any 
inferior Officer, who are to be accountable for any abuse 
thereof. 

October 21, 1775. 

Members of the Conference met. Present as before, ex- 
cept General Sullivan. 

It appearing, on a full discussion and consideration of all 
circumstances, that any attempt to reduce the present pay 
would probably prevent the Soldiers re-enlisting, and that 
the advancement of the season does not admit of any de- 
lay in proceeding to form the new Army, 

Agreed, That it be proposed to the Officers now serving 
in the present Army, that they signify in writing, as soon 
as possible, which of them will continue to serve and de- 
fend their Country, and which of them will retire ; and 
that such Officers as propose to continue in the service, 
and are approved by the General, proceed to enlist their 
men into the Continental service, upon the same pay and 
allowance of provisions as is now given ; their service to 
continue to the last day of December, 1776, subject to be 
discharged at any time by the Continental Congress, as has 
been heretofore practised in the like cases. 

Agreed, That if, upon trial, it should appear that the 
number of twenty thousand three hundred and seventy- 
two men, before resolved upon, cannot be raised out of the 
present Army, that then the Officers appointed for the 
new Army recruit their several Regiments and Companies 
to their full complement ; and in case the necessity of the 
service should require it, the General be empowered to call 
forth the Minute-Men or Militia from this or the neighbour- 
ing Colonies, according to the nature and exigence of the 
service. 

The Rules and Regulations of the Continental Army 
were then taken under consideration, and the following 
alterations proposed, viz: 

1. All persons convicted of holding a treacherous cor- 
respondence with or giving intelligence to the enemy, shall 
suffer death, or such other punishment as a General Court- 
Martial shall think proper. 

October 22, 1775. 

The Members of the Conference met. Present as yes- 
terday. 

The Rules and Articles of the Continental Army were 
again considered. 

Agreed, That it be recommended to the several Legis- 
latures of the Colonies, or Conventions, to enact a law, or 
pass an ordinance, inflicting the following punishment upon 
such as harbour Deserters, knowing them to be such, viz : 
A fine upon all such offenders, not less than thirty nor 
more than fifty Dollars ; and in case of inability to pay the 
fine, to be punished with whipping, not exceeding thirty- 
nine lashes for each offence. That any person who shall ap- 
prehend a Deserter, and bring him to the Regiment to 
which he belongs, upon a certificate thereof by the Colonel 
or commanding officer of such Regiment, shall be entitled 
to receive five Dollars, and all reasonable expenses, from 
the Continental Paymaster, which is to be deducted from 
the pay of such Soldier. 

2. That all Commissioned Officers found guilty, by a 
General Court-Martial, of any fraud or embezzlement, shall 
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forfeit all his pay, be ipso facto cashiered, and deemed unfit 
for further service as an Officer. 

That all Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers con- 
victed, before a Regimental Court-Martial, of stealing, em- 
bezzling, or destroying Ammunition, Provisions, Tools, or 
any thing belonging to the publick stores, if a Non-Com- 
missioned Officer, to be reduced to the ranks, punished 
with whipping, not less than fifteen nor more than thirty- 
nine lashes, at the discretion of the Court-Martial ; if a pri- 
vate Soldier, with the same corporal punishment. 

That it be recommended to the several Legislatures of 
the Colonies to empower the Commander-in-Chief, or the 
Officer commanding a detachment or an out-post, to ad- 
minister an oath, and swear any person or persons to the 
truth of any information or intelligence, or any other matter 
relative to the publick service. 

That in the punishment of cashiering a Commissioned 
Officer for cowardice or fraud, it be added'that the crime, 
name, place of abode, and punishment of the delinquent, 
be published in the newspapers in and about the camp, 
and of that Colony from which the offender came or usually 
resides ; after which, it shall be deemed scandalous in any 
Officer to associate with him. 

That the Third Article of the Rules, &c, be amended 
by making the punishment refer to the Second instead of 
the First Article. 

That the Fifth Article be amended by making the offence 
punishable with death, or otherwise, at the discretion of a 
General Court-Martial. 

That the Eighth Article be amended to make deserters 
to the enemy, who may afterwards fall into our hands, 
punishable with death, or otherwise, at the discretion of a 
General Court-Martial. 

That Articles Twenty and Twenty-One be amended by 
punishing the offences therein specified, in the following 
manner, viz : An Officer offending, to be cashiered and 
drummed out of the Army with infamy; a private Soldier, 
to be whipped not less than twenty nor more than thirty- 
nine lashes, according to the nature of the offence. 

That the Seventeenth Article be amended by expressing 
the following punishment, viz: The Officer to be mulcted 
one month's pay for the first offence, cashiered for the 
second ; a Soldier to be closely confined seven days, on 
bread and water, for the first offence, for the second of- 
fence the same punishment, and a forfeiture of one week's 
pay. 

That the Twenty-Fifth Article be amended by leaving 
out the word immediately ; and after the word death, sub- 
stituting the words by any person on the spot. 

That the Twenty-Ninth Article be amended by making 
the embezzlement of the stores therein mentioned punished 
as the like offence upon the stores mentioned in the Fif- 
teenth Article of the Rules and Regulations of the Army. 

That the Thirtieth Article be amended by making the 
offences punishable as the breach of the Twentieth and 
Twenty-First Articles, together with a forfeiture of all share 
of plunder taken from the enemy. 

That the Fifty-Fifth Article be amended by expressing 
the punishment, viz : cashiering and mulcting of his pay. 

That the Fifty-Seventh Article be amended so as to 
include all Surgeons and their Mates, and to make the 
offence of giving a false certificate of health punishable as 
a false certificate with respect to absence. 

It appearing that both General and Special Orders are 
not duly obeyed, 

Agreed, That it be recommended to the honourable 
Congress to form a new Article, by which Officers or Sol- 
diers, wilfully or negligently disobeying such orders, be 
punished at the discretion of a Regimental Court-Martial 
when the offence is against a Regimental Order ; by a Gen- 
eral Court-Martial when the offence is against an order 
given from the Commander-in-Chief, or the commanding 
officer of any detachment or post, and such General Court- 
Martial can be had. 

The Committee then proceeded to the consideration of 
such matters as have been mentioned in the General's let- 
ters to the Congress, upon which no order has been made ; 
and 

1st. What steps are necessary to be pursued with re- 
gard to Doctor Church 1 If guilty, the Articles for the 
government of the Army point out a very inadequate pun- 



ishment, and to set him at liberty must be exceedingly 
dangerous ? 

Upon a discussion of all circumstances, it was agreed to 
refer Doctor Church, for trial and punishment, to the Gen- 
eral Court of Massachusetts-Bay, but no procedure to be 
had hereupon until the pleasure of the Congress be known 
on the late application made by the Generah 

2d. What distinctions are necessary to be made between 
Vessels and Cargoes taken by the Armed Vessels in the 
pay of the Continent, and those taken by individuals? 
Should not the fitting out Privateers, by individuals, be 
done under some authority, and accidental captures sub- 
ject to some regulations, to prevent piracies and other capi- 
tal abuses which may arise ? 

Agreed, That the General Court ought, properly, to take 
cognizance of all Armed Vessels fitted out by individuals 
in this Province, and that commissions should be granted 
in such cases, or at least the captures made under some 
authority. That the captures made by Armed Vessels, in 
the pay of the Continent, be disposed of by the General, 
for the publick use, until the Continental Congress give 
further directions. 

The Delegates then proposed to the consideration of the 
Members, what number of effective men it may be expect- 
ed that the Colonies of Neiv- Hampshire, Massachusetts- 
Bay, Connecticut, and Rhode-Island, could and would fur- 
nish by the 10th of March next, and on what terms? 

The Massachusetts Gentlemen were of opinion that twen- 
ty thousand effective men might be raised in their Province, 
to serve the next campaign, if absolutely necessary, on the 
terms of the present Army, (viz : a coat, forty Shillings 
per month, one month's wages being advanced,) and a 
greater number to come in on a special emergency. 

The Connecticut Gentlemen were of opinion that eight 
thousand men may be raised in their Province for the next 
campaign, on the same terms as the present, viz: forty 
Shillings per month, and forty Shillings bounty. 

The President of New-Hampshire Convention gave his 
opinion that his Colony could and would furnish three thou- 
sand men, for the next campnign, at the rate of forty Shil- 
lings per month, without a bounty, unless a bounty was 
given in the adjoining Colonies, in which case they would 
expect it. 

The Governour of Rhode-Island gave his opinion that 
that Province could not go further than they have done 
this campaign, viz : to raise fifteen hundred men, and on 
the same terms. 

Upon considering the additional instruction, it was unani- 
mously agreed, that the number of Forces necessary for 
the Northern Department depended so much upon events, 
and particularly the success of the present expedition 
against Canada, that no probable calculation can be made 
at this time ; therefore deferred. 

It was then deliberated, what should be done with Tory 
property; how is it to be applied or treated? Some of 
the Tories have estates near the Camp at Cambridge, 
which have wood upon them, and other articles wanted for 
the Army; ought they to be meddled with ? 

Agreed, That the determination of this matter be re- 
ferred to the Congress. 

The General then proposed the following question : 
Should there not be a reasonable price fixed upon Wood, 
Hay, and other articles wanted for the Army, to prevent 
imposition and extortion? 

Agreed, That if it be indispensably necessary, such arti- 
cles should be taken at a valuation, and that a regulation, 
corresponding herewith, be recommended to the General 
Court of this Province. 

The Conference then broke up with the several Govern- 
ours of Connecticut and Rhode-Island, the President of 
Neiv-Hampshire, and the Council of Massachusetts-Bay; 
and the Delegates then proceeded to confer with the Gen- 
eral on several other matters of general concern. 

I do hereby certify, that the foregoing are Minutes of the 
Conference held pursuant to the instructions of the ho- 
nourable Continental Congress to the Honourable Thomas 
Lynch, Doctor Benjamin Franklin, and Colonel Benjamin 
Harrison, appointed to confer with the General, the above 
Governours, the President of the Convention of New- 
Hampshire, and the Council of Massachusetts-Bay, on the 
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most effectual method of continuing, supporting, and regu- 
lating a Continental Army. 

Joseph Reed, Secretary. 



MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE WITH THE GENERAL BY A 
COM5IITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 

October 23, 1775. 

The Delegates now proceeded to confer with General 
Washington, as well on sundry matters mentioned in his 
letters to the Congress, upon which no order had been 
made, as also upon other matters occurring in the course 
of this business, viz: 

1st. In the new establishment of the Army, should the 
General Officers be allowed Regiments, and the Field-Offi- 
cers Companies? 

Agreed in the negative unanimously. 
2d. The affairs of the Hospital require a Director-Gen- 
eral, if Doctor Church is unworthy of continuing in that 
office. Lieutenant-Colonel Hand, late a Surgeon in the 
Army, and Doctor Foster, are the only two who have made 
application for the office to the General. 

Agreed, That this be referred wholly to the Congress. 
3d. In what light are Vessels, which are made captures 
of, with their Cargoes, to be considered ? that is, what part 
is to be assigned the captors, in the pay of the Continent, 
and where Vessels are fitted out at the publick expense, 
and how is the residue of the Cargo and Vessel to be dis- 
posed of? 

The instructions given by the General, to the Armed 
Vessels now out, being considered, were approved, except 
that one-third of the whole capture be allowed the Officers 
and men, without any reserve. 

4th. What is to be done with Prisoners taken in trans- 
ports by Vessels, either in the Continental pay or others ? 
Are they to be detained as Prisoners, or released ? If the 
former, what distinctions are to be made between those 
taken by the Continental Vessels and others ? in respect 
to the General's cognizance of them is meant. 

Agreed, That all persons taken in arms, on board any 
prize, be deemed Prisoners, at the disposal of the General, 
as well such prizes as are taken by Vessels fitted out in the 
pay of the Continent, as others. That all Vessels, em- 
ployed merely as transports, and unarmed, with their crews, 
be set at liberty, upon giving security to return to Europe; 
but that this indulgence be not extended longer than to the 
1st of April next. 

5th. In what manner are Prisoners to be treated, what 
allowance made them, and how are they to be clothed ? 

Agreed, That they be treated as Prisoners of War, but 
with humanity, and the allowance of provisions to be the 
rations of the Army; that the Officers, being in pay, should 
supply themselves with clothes, their bills to be taken there- 
for ; the Soldiers furnished as they now are. 

6th. Suppose Troops should be landed at New-York, 
is it expected that any part of the Army before Boston be 
detached while the Ministerial Troops remain there ? 

Agreed, That the number of men in the new Army 
being calculated to oppose the Army at Boston, it is not 
expected that the General should detach any part of it to 
New-York or elsewhere, unless it appears to him neces- 
sary so to do for the common safety. 

7th. Ought not Negroes to be excluded from the new 
enlistment, especially sucii as are slaves? all were thought 
improper by the Council of Officers. 

Agreed, That they be rejected altogether. 

8th. How often should the Troops be paid? The Gen- 
eral Officers were divided upon this point; some were for 
a payment per month, others every three months. 

Agreed, That they be paid monthly. 

9th. Are the Rations which have been allowed the Offi- 
cers, and have issued, (an account thereof given to the 
Congress, and now laid before the Committee,) agreeable? 

Agreed, That the present allowance be continued, as 
being usual and necessary. 

10th. Is it advisable to propose an exchange of Prison- 
ers ? Should any of the Officers and Soldiers in the Army 
or Navy, now in our power, be given up for any except 
the Officers and Soldiers of the American Army? 

Agreed, That an exchange will be proper — Citizens for 



Citizens, Officers for Officers of equal rank, and Soldiers 
for Soldiers. 

11th. A proposition has been made in behalf of Ensign 
Moland, to go and reside among his friends in Pennsyl- 
vania, giving his parole; would this be disagreeable ? 

Agreed, That under all circumstances it is best he should 
remain where he is. 

12th. Artificers of different sorts have been employed 
on the best terms they could be got, but may never- 
theless appear high, none having less than one Shilling 
extraordinary for every day they work; some have four 
Pounds ten Shillings per month, and with great difficulty 
sot on these terms. Is this agreeable ? 

Agreed, That it is, and that the General go on upon 
the present agreement, as being the best that can probably 
be made. 

13th. The Rifle Companies have exceeded their estab- 
lishment in point of numbers, but have nevertheless been 
paid, as they had no more Officers than were allowed by 
Congress. Is this right? 

Agreed, That the General pick out from each Com- 
pany such as are not marksmen, and dismiss them in such 
manner as will be safest, with an allowance of pay to go 
home, if they do not choose to enlist into other corps ; 
and, in the mean time, that all receive their pay. 

14th. Very unhappy disputes prevailed in the Regi- 
ment of Artillery. Colonel Gridley is become very ob- 
noxious to fhat corps, and the General is informed that he 
will prove the destruction of the Regiment, if continued 
therein. What is to be done in this case ? 

Agreed, That as all Officers must be approved by the 
Genera], if it shall appear, in forming a new Army, that 
the difference is irreconcileable, Colonel Gridley be dis- 
missed in some honourable way; and that the half pay 
which he renounced, by entering into the American Army, 
ought to be compensated to him. 

15th. Artillery of different kinds will be wanted. How 
is it to be got, and where ? 

Agreed, That what can be spared from New-York and 
Crown Point be procured. 

16th. Engineers are also much wanted. Where can they 
be got ? 

Agreed, To recommend to the Congress Henry Knox, 
Esq., and Lieutenant-Colonel Putnam, who have skill in 
this branch, as Assistant Engineers, with suitable pay, and 
rank as Lieutenant-Colonels; the present pay of Assistant 
Engineers being deemed too small. 

17th. Several Indian Chiefs of the St. Frangois, Pe- 
nobscot, Stockbridge, and St. John's Tribes, have been to 
offer their services, and told they would be called for when 
wanted, and dismissed with presents. Ought they to be 
called, if a necessity for them should appear, and is the 
giving them presents proper? 

Agreed, That these Indians, or others, may be called on 
in case of real necessity, and that the giving them presents 
is both suitable and proper. 

18th. Would it not be advisable to have Expresses post- 
ed along the roads, at different distances, (persons of cha- 
racter,) for the purpose of conveying early ai\d frequent 
intelligence ? 

Agreed, That such a regulation is highly necessary, but 
that the mode of carrying it into execution be left to the 
Congress. 

19th. Lead and Flints are much wanted. Where and in 
what quantities can they be had? 

Agreed, That as much Lead as can be spared from the 
Northern Department, and is wanted here, should be sent 
down from Ticonderoga, and all other supplies of these 
articles attended to. 

20th. Several issuing Commissaries and Clerks are 
necessarily employed under the Commissary-General, for 
which no provision is made. Several Assistant Quarter- 
masters are also employed, in order to discharge that duty. 
A Clerk is and always has been found necessary to assist 
in the office of the Adjutant-General. What pny should 
be allowed them ? 

The Commissary being sick, and unable to explain the 
duty of those Commissaries, Clerks, &c, Agreed, That he 
draw up a Memorial to the Congress, slating the ranks, 
duties, Stc, of the several officers under him ; that the 
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Quartermaster-General do the same, to enable the Con- 
gress to fix the proportion of pay to be allowed them. 
That these Memorials be first shown to the General, and 
by him transmitted to the Congress. 

21st. Six Vessels, armed, are now fitted ovit and fitting, 
upon the best terms, to intercept the enemy's supplies. 
Will this be agreeable to the Congress? 

Agreed, That the Committee approve of the scheme, 
and will recommend it to the Congress. 

October 24, 1775. 
■ The Committee proceeded in their Conference on the 
General's queries, viz : 

■■• 1st. When the Army receives such supplies of Powder 
as to be enabled to spare some to the country, how and 
upon what terms is it to be done ? 

Agreed, That it be sold to them at a reasonable price. 

2d. Tents, if the Army should have occasion to take the 
field, will be indispensably necessary for the Officers and 
inen. How are they to be provided, and are the Officers to 
be allowed any? 

Agreed, That it be recommended to the honourable 
Congress to pay an early attention to this article, and, if 
the pay of the Officers is not considerably increased, that 
Tents be allowed them. 

The General informed the Committee that he had given 
particular orders that all the Tents, now in use, should be 
carefully packed up in proper places during the winter. 

The Council of War lately held, having, in consequence 
of an intimation from the Congress, deliberated on the 
expediency of an attack upon Boston, and determined that 
at present it was not practicable, the General wishes to 
know how far it may be deemed proper and advisable to 
avail himself of the season to destroy the Troops, who pro- 
pose to winter at Boston, by a bombardment, when the 
harbour is blocked up; or, in other words, whether the 
loss of the Town, and the property therein, are to be so 
considered as that an attack upon the Troops there should 
be avoided, when it evidently appears that the Town must 
of consequence be destroyed. 

The Committee were of opinion this is a matter of too 
much importance to be determined by them, therefore refer 
it to the Congress. 

The General now requested that the Committee would 
represent to the Congress the necessity of having Money 
constantly and regularly sent, and that some regulation, 
upon this head, should be made as soon as possible. Also, 
that the Congress would be pleased to establish or recom- 
mend it to the Legislature of this Province to establish some 
court for the trial and condemnation of Vessels taken from 
the enemy, so that they may be distinguished from those of 
a different character, and all abuses prevented as much as 
possible. 

A true copy of the Minutes of the Conference held by 

the Delegates from the Continental Congress with General 

Washington. T tj o y 

° Joseph IIeet), secretary. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 24, 1775. 



MEMORIAL OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE AT CAMBRIDGE. 

Remarks on the Rules and Articles for the government of 
the Continental Troops. 

It has been objected to this Military Code, that most of 
the offences described in it are punishable by a General 
Court-Martial only. Experience has shown the inconve- 
niences of this, and given weight to the objection. The 
time it takes to assemble a General Court-Martial, which, 
by the Thirty-Third Article, must consist of thirteen mem- 
bers at least, joined to the injury of taking officers from 
other duty, are sufficient reasons, without adducing others, 
to enlarge the jurisdiction of the Regimental Courts-Mar- 
tial, by lessening the number of crimes triable by General 
ones. It has been said that the men who compose our 
Army are American citizens, and have been always pos- 
sessed of the privileges of the common law, one grand 
right of which is trial by jury; and, to reconcile them to the 
summary mode of proceedings in Courts-Martial, they are 
tried by thirteen, which is one more than a petty jury con- 
sists of; and thus, while the idea of a jury is kept up, the 



delinquent will more patiently submit to the adjudications 
of the Court. 

To this it is answered, when a man assumes the soldier 
he lays aside the citizen, and must be content to submit to 
a temporary relinquishment of some of his civil rights; the 
brave and virtuous admit the reasonableness of this, and 
men of opposite characters are not to be talked with. The 
service is greatly hurt by a General Court-Martial sitting 
constantly; but it must be so till fewer offences are made 
cognizable by such a Court alone, or until the Army is re- 
duced. To obviate these difficulties, it is proposed — 

That the offences mentioned in the Eighth, Ninth, 
Twenty-First, and Twenty-Second Articles, and ordered 
to be brought before a General Court-Martial, be in future 
tried by a Regimental Court-Martial. 

By Articles Nineteenth, Twenty-Fourth, and some 
others, the Commissioned Officers, for failure of duty, &c, 
are punishable by a Regimental Court-Martial. This, it is 
presumed, was not the intention of the framers of the 
Articles. An amendment of each of these Articles should 
be made, or a general one added, subjecting all offences 
of the Commissioned Officers to the judgment of a Gen- 
eral Court-Martial only. 

It is a complaint that, in several instances, the offences 
are not sufficiently defined, and that the punishments are 
left too much at discretion. It is hoped, if the Articles are 
revised, this observation will have attention paid to it. 

The Fifty-First Article ordains that capital punishment 
shall be inflicted in no instance except in cases expressly 
mentioned, which are in Articles Twenty-Fifth, Twenty- 
Sixth, Thirty-First ; to which should have been added the 
offence " of corresponding and giving intelligence to the 
enemy," punishable by Twenty-Eighth Article. If any 
crime can deserve death in a camp, surely this must; as by 
such villany the best concerted enterprise may be defeated, 
and an army destroyed. 

Death ought to be the punishment of mutiny, (vide Ar- 
ticle Fifth,) according to the aggravation of the offence, as 
this crime may be productive of fatal effects ; and, for the 
same reason, desertion to the enemy should be made 
capital. 

The punishment of flagellation (limited by Fifty-First 
Article to thirty-nine lashes) is thought badly calculated to 
maintain that discipline, without which an army is but an 
armed rabble. There have been instances, where offences 
have been aggravated, that the Court-Martial have, when 
they could fairly do it, adjudged the offence to be a breach 
of different Articles, and ordered thirty-nine lashes for the 
breach of each Article, and thereby proportioned the pun- 
ishment to the crime. But there are many reasons against 
this management. New-England people are not so bigoted 
to Mosaick institutions as is imagined. Was whipping con- 
fined to one hundred lashes, instead of thirty-nine, it would 
not be objected to by any man who knows the nature of a 
camp. Nine-tenths of the officers who compose the pre- 
sent Army think this addition absolutely necessary. 

The first paragraph of the Third Article is nugatory, 
because the Article it refers to has no penalty annexed 
to it. 

If the form of the oath is added to the Thirty-Third in- 
stead of the Fifty-Third Article, this last Article will be 
found superfluous. 

In Article Twenty-First, the punishment should be ex- 
pressed. Too much severity can hardly be shown to this 
offence, which may be attended with the most destructive 
consequences. 

In addition to the provision made against false musters, 
false returns, &c, a general Article should be inserted, 
prohibiting and punishing every species of fraud. The 
infamous arts which peculation and avarice have practised, 
to cheat the publick, render an Article of this kind ex- 
tremely necessary. 

MEMORIAL FROM JOHN PARKE AND JOHN G, FRAZER TO 
THE COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS. 

October 35, 1775. 
To the Honourable the Committee of Congress : 

Gentlemen: We do not intend to claim any extraordi- 
nary merit from our services, or to take an ungenerous 
advantage from the calamity of the times. We do not wish 
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for emoluments, but the proper supplies of necessity and 
convenience ; wishing for nothing more than what our situa- 
tion in the Army requires. Your Honours have been 
pleased to fix a certain ration of money and provisions for 
our accommodation, which, as we have no authority to con- 
tradict, we would wish your Honours would take the matter 
into your further consideration, whether the rank of a Cap- 



tain, with six Pounds per month, will defray our expenses, 
or compensate for the constant trouble and fatigue of, Gen- 
tlemen, your obliged humble servants, 

John Parke, 
Assistant Quartermaster at Roxbury. 

John G. Fhazer, 
Assistant Quartermaster at Winter and Prospect Hills. 



General Return of the Army of the United. Colonies, commanded by his Excellency George Washington, Esquire, 
General and Commander-in-Chief, Head-Quarters at Cambridge, October 17, 1775. 



Regiments. 



1. Colonol Frye's 

2. Colond Thompson's 

3. Colonel Read's — , 

4. Colonel Leamed's , 

5. Colonol Nixon's 

6. Colonel Stark's 

7. Colonol J. Brewer's , 

8. Colonel Fellows's 

9. Colonel D. Brewer's 

10. Colonel Preseott's 

11. Colonel Poor's 

12. Colonel Varnum's 

13. Colonel Parsons's 

14. Colonel Hitchcock's 

15. Colonol Church's 

16. Colonel Cotton's , 

17. Colonel Little's 

18. Colonel Danielson's 

19. Colonel Mansfield's 

20. Colonol Reed's, of Uxhridge 

21. Colonel Gloyer's 

22. Colonel Walker's 

23. Colonel Whitcomb's 

24. Colonol Doolitlle's 

25. Colonel Woodbridge's 

26. Colonel Paterson's 

27. Colonol Bridge's 

28. Colonel Sargent's 

29. Colonel Huntington's 

30. Colonel Scammons's 

31. Colonel Phinney's 

32. Colonel Ward's 

33. Colonel Wylley's 

34. Colonel Storrs's 

35. Colonel Bailey's 

36. Colonel Groaton's 

37. Late Colonel Gardner's 

38. Late Colonel Gerrish's 

39. Colonel Webb's 

Four Companies Riflemen, from Va. and Md 
Two Companies in Colonel Hinman's Regi- 
ment, and four Independent Companies. . 



Officers present. 



Commissioned. 



Total 1.32 3329 



288 



10 



Non-com- 
missioned. 



26 
28 
30 
40 
25 
25 
28 
39 
39 
42 
22 
16 
42 
16 
13 
40 
23 
40 

2r 

27 
27 
28 
32 
26 
24 
30 
32 
36 
48 
34 
34 
40 
50 
44 
30 
40 
31 
40 
47 
13 

24 



Rank anil File. 



Wanting to 
complete. 



Since last Return. 



? 3 



306 

471 

283 

371 

208 

276 

236 

312 

358 

350 

291 

241 

566 

293 

234 

394 

340 

316 

290 
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Horatio Gates, Adjutant- General. 



Inventory of Ordnance and Stores necessary for the pre- 
sent Army, supposing it to consist of twenty thousand 
Men. 

Cambridge, October 20, 1775. 

Cannon, viz: 24 and 18 pounders, (battering cannon,) 
36 ; 12 and 9 pounders, 20 ; 6, 4, and 3 pounders, (small 
cannon and field-pieces,) 40 — total, 100 — with carnages 
and implements complete. 

Mortars, viz : 10 inch mortars, 6 ; 8 inch do., 2 ; 7 inch 
do., 2; 8 inch howitzers, 3 — total, 13 — with beds and 
carriages complete. 

Gins, 6; platforms, complete, for guns, 100; platforms 
for mortars, 10; spare carriages for guns, 30; spare beds 
for mortars, 6; spare sponges, ladles, and rammers, 10 
sets; round shot, for battering cannon, 5,000; round and 
case shot, for smaller cannon, 10,000; 10 inch shells, 
for mortars, 1,200; 8 inch shells, for do., 1,000; 7 inch 
shells, for do., 400; hand grenades, 2,000; fuses for bombs 
and hand grenades ; portfires ; tin tubes. 

Powder for cannon and mortars, 200 rounds, 1,155 bar- 
rels ; do. for 20,000 men, 120 rounds, or three pounds per 
man, 600 do. ; do. for compositions and extraordinaries, 
245 do. — total, 2,000 barrels. 

Lead for musketry, 15 tons ; sheet lead, 3 do. — total, 
18 tons. 



Horses and harness, complete, 40. 

Stores, viz : Intrenching tools, spare timber and plank, 
handspikes, beds and quoins, match, flints, saltpetre, 
brimstone, pitch and tar, turpentine, oil, beeswax, rosin, 
candles and tallow, sheepskins, canvass and packthread, 
needles, lanterns of sorts, powder measures, iron pots 
and kettles, flannel, tin and copper for ladles, travelling 
forge complete, bar iron, steel, nails and spikes, files, car- 
penters' and wheelwrights' tools, cordage of sorts, cod- 
lines and marline, cotton for quick match, spirits of wine, 
budge-barrels and haversacks, painted canvass, tanned 
hides, tents, ammunition carts, cartridge paper, writing 
paper, two pairs of large hand bellows, brushes, glue, grind- 
stones, scales and weights, surveying compass and chain, 
searces of sorts, sieves, one theodolite, one good telescope, 
one case of instruments. 

Ordnance, Shot, and Shells, now in Camp. 
Cannon : 24 pounders, 5 ; shot, 449. 18 pounders, 6 ; 
shot, 260. 12 pounders, 2; shot, 149. 9 pounders, 3; 
shot, 1,175. 8 pounder, 1. 6 pounders, 2; 5J pounders, 
4; shot, 1,134. 4 pounders, 7; shot, 1,475. 3 pounders, 
9; shot, 3,079. 2 J pounders, 2; shot, 1,009. Total 
number of cannon, 41. Total number of shot, 8,730. 
Carriages, ladles, rammers and sponges, &ic, complete. 
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Mortars : 10 inch mortars, 3 ; shells, 374. 8 inch mor- 
tars, 2; 8 inch howitzers, 3; shells, 452. 7 inch brass 
mortars, 2 ; shells, 641. Total number of mortars, 10. To- 
tal number of shells, 1,467. With beds, carriages, and 
implements, complete. 

Cambridge, October 20, 1775. 

The foregoing inventory of ordnance and stores are what 
I judge to be absolutely necessary for this Army. Many 
small things are omitted being mentioned, as the Company 
of Artificers can make them; and many things can be sup- 
plied by the neighbourhood, if wanted. It is impossible to 
give an exact list of what may be wanted on all occasions. 
T have endeavoured, as much as the time would permit, to 
collect the essential matters for the Army ; which are hum- 
bly submitted, by your Excellency's most obedient humble 
servant, Richard Gridley, 

Chief Engineer. 
To his Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COMMITTEE OF FALMOUTH. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The desolation and misery which Minis- 
terial vengeance had planned, in contempt of every prin- 
ciple of humanity, and which has been so lately brought 
on the Town of Falmouth, I know not how sufficiently to 
detest. Nor can my compassion for the general suffering be 
conceived beyond the true measure of my feelings. But 
my readiness to relieve you by complying with your request, 
signified in your favour of the 21st instant, is circumscribed 
by my inability. The immediate necessities of the Army 
under my command require all the powder and ball that 
can be collected, with the utmost industry and trouble: the 
authority of my station does not extend so far as to em- 
power me to send a detachment of men down to your as- 
sistance. Thus circumstanced, I can only add my wishes 
and exhortations that you may repel every future attempt 
to perpetrate the like savage cruelties. 

I have given liberty to several officers in Colonel Phin- 
ney's Regiment to visit their connexions, which may now 
stand in need of their presence and assistance, by reason 
of this new exertion of despotick barbarity. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To the Committee of Falmouth, Casco Bay. 



ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN GENERAL WASHINGTON 
AND MR. JOHN FISK, FOR POWDER. 

Articles of agreement between George Washington, Esq., 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army, for him- 
self and his successors in the said command, and John 
Fisk, witness: 

That the said George Washington doth hereby bind him- 
self to receive of the said John Fisk any quantity of Pow- 
der, not exceeding twenty tons, for each pound of which 
he engages to pay the said Fisk four Shillings, lawful 
money ; provided, that the said Powder shall be delivered 
by the said Fisk at Newburyport, or some other port con- 
venient to the camp at Cambridge, in good order and of 
good quality, on or before the first day of April, 1776. 
That John Fisk doth, on his part, bind himself to use his 
utmost endeavours to procure the said twenty tons, or, if 
not the whole complement, such part thereof as he may be 
able to obtain ; that he will deliver the same, when procured, 
at Newburyport, or some other port convenient to the 
camp at Cambridge, in good order and of a good quality, at 
6r before the time abovementioned. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, this 
24th day of October, 1775. 

George Washington, 
John Fisk. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO JOSEPH REED. ' 

Beverly, October 24, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I am much obliged to you that you take 

notice of my letter per Wilson, and doubt not he will 

answer your and my expectation. I wish with all my soul 

that these two vessels were despatched, chiefly for the pub- 



lick service, and also that I may have the pleasure of seeing 
my friends, Mr. Lynch and Col. Harrison. I want much 
to be introduced to Doctor Franklin, for whom I have bad, 
many years, a vast veneration. I think they will be off on 
Thursday evening ; if they are, I will be with you on Fri- 
day. 

Colonel Glover showed me a letter of yours which has 
mortified him much. I really and sincerely believe he has 
the cause much at heart, and that he has done his best, in 
the fitting out these four last vessels, for the publick service. 
You cannot conceive the difficulty, the trouble, and the 
delay there is in procuring the thousand things necessary 
for one of these vessels. I dare say one of them might be 
fitted in Philadelphia or New- York in three days, because 
you would know where to apply for the different articles ; 
but here you must search all over Salem, Marblehead, Dan- 
vers, and Beverly, for every little thing that is wanting. I 
must add to these, the jobbing of the carpenters, who are, 
to be sure, the idlest scoundrels in nature. If I could have 
procured others, 1 should have dismissed the whole gang 
of them last Friday — and such religious rascals are they, 
that we could not prevail on them to work on the Sabbath. 
I have stuck very close to them since, and what by scold- 
ing and crying shame for their tory-like disposition in re- 
tarding the work, I think they mend something. 

There is one reason, and I think a substantial one, why 
a person born in the same Town or neighbourhood, should 
not be employed on publick affairs of this nature, in that 
Town or neighbourhood ; it is, that the spirit of equality 
which reigns through this Country will make him afraid of 
exerting that authority necessary for the expediting his 
business. He must shake every man by the hand, and de- 
sire, beg, and pray, do brother, do my friend, do such a 
thing ; whereas a few hearty damns, from a person who did 
not care a damn for them, would have a much better effect, 
(this I know by experience,) for your future government. 
Indeed, I could give other reasons, but I think this suffi- 
cient. 

I hope the Field-Deputies will not depart before I have 
the pleasure to see them ; my compliments to those of them 
that I am acquainted with; and believe me, with great es- 
teem, dear Sir, your assured humble servant, 

Stephen Moylan. 

P.S. My best respects attend his Excellency. Pray order 
the articles wrote for yesterday, to be forwarded without 
delay. I sha'nt send my sensible boy any more express ; 
but as he goes to town on some business of my own, I de- 
sire he may call on you, and if you have any commands, I 
dare say he will wait for them. 



GENERAL GREENE TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Prospect-Hill, October 24, 1775. 

Sir : By an express that arrived from Falmouth last 
night, we learn the greatest part of the Town is in ashes. 
The enemy fired above three thousand shot into it, and a 
large number of carcasses and bombs, which sat the Town 
on fire. The enemy landed once or twice, to set fire to the 
stores ; they lost eight or ten men in the attempt, and had one 
taken prisoner. The inhabitants got out a very consider- 
able part of their furniture ; no person killed or wounded 
during the whole time of their firing. The enemy produced 
orders from Admiral Graves, to burn all the Towns from 
Boston to Halifax. Captain Mowat informed the Com- 
mittee at Falmouth, that there had arrived orders from 
England, about ten days since, to burn all the sea-port 
Towns upon the Continent, that would not lay down and 
deliver up their arms, and give hostages for their future 
good behaviour. He also acquainted them, that he ex- 
pected the City of Netv-York was in ashes. By these 
accounts we may learn what we have to expect. I think 
Newport should be fortified in the best manner it can be. 
Doubtless the enemy will make an attempt to get the 
stock off the island. Provision should be made to defeat 
them. Death and desolation seem to mark their foot- 
steps. Fight or be slaves ! is the American motto. The 
first is by far the most eligible. 

In haste, I am, with great respect and esteem, your most 



obedient humble servant, 



Nathaniel Greene. 



To the Hon. Nicholas Cooke, Esq., in Providence. 



1169 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, he, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1170 



SENTIMENTS OF A GENTLEMAN OF EMINENCE, UPON THE 
OCCASION OF THE BURNING OF FALMOUTH. 

1st. The inconsistency of fitting out privateers, at a great 
expense, to intercept ships laden with provisions for the 
enemy, and at the same time recommending it to each 
particular sea-port Town to furnish, at least not to prevent 
them from furnishing, the men of war with all provisions and 
necessaries, is so manifest that it would be idle to dwell 
upon it. 

2d. If it he said that it is prudent by this act of com- 
pliance to save the Towns from cannonade, it may he 
answered, the men of war will certainly make further de- 
mands, and on the same principles their demands must be 
complied with. 

3d. Is it not reasonable to suppose, when the Ministerial 
instruments reap such fruits from their menaces, that they 
will point out to their masters the weak parts of America, 
and consequently that they will be encouraged to persist 
in their plan ? 

4th. Is it not probable, or almost certain, if one Town 
bids them defiance, that the rest would be ashamed not to 
follow the example ? And vice versa, if the sanction of the 
Congress is given to any degree of compliance and sub- 
mission to their terms, is it not probable that some one 
Town will avail itself of the sanction, and extend their 
complacency in proportion to the magnitude of their 
threats? That another and another will plead precedent, 
and thus ultimately the enemy will be enabled, by our own 
assistance, to continue the war to our destruction? 



On the ninth day of May, Captain Mowat fell into the 
hands of Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson and Company, 
who had lain in wait for him ; but, by the earnest solicita- 
tion of some gentlemen among us, as the Navy of Britain 
had not then commenced any hostilities against any part 
of the Continent, and as we expected several provision 
vessels to arrive soon, which we stood in great need of, he 
was persuaded to set him at liberty, the said Mowat pro- 
mising to deliver himself up the next day, which promise 
he did not think proper to fulfil. A day or two after, 
without any affront or injury being offered him by the 
Town, Captain Moivat sent us a letter, threatening to fire 
upon the Town, if we would not by force expel Colonel 
Thompson and his Company. Instead of regarding it, the 
Town treated Colonel Thompson with civility, and his men 
were victualled at the expense of persons in this Town, as 
long as they pleased to tarry with us ; the Town expect- 
ing as a consequence of it, for two or three days, to be 
cannonaded ; in which time the inhabitants were at great 
expense and trouble in removing themselves and effects 
into the back settlements. 

Soon after this, one Mr. Crandell was taken into custody 
by Admiral Graves; and after he was liberated, reported, 
that the Admiral inquired of him whether Captain Coul- 
son had loaded. To which he answered in the negative; 
and that the Admiral then said, if that Town prevents his 
loading, 1 will lay it in ashes, or to that purpose. This 
report was but little attended to at the time, as the said 
Mr. Crandell was but little known in this place. But 



5th. Is it not certain, that if once the spirit prevails of since f he conflagration we have obtained from him the 
denying every kind of refreshment to the ships of war, following deposition • 
they cannot possibly keep their station ; that diseases and 
desertions of the crews would in a short time unman the 
fleet, and consequently the distresses of America be brought 
to a speedy issue? But if it becomes an established rule 
to furnish the ships with necessaries, may not the war and 
distresses of America be prolonged ad infinitum? 

6th. Is it in fact a clear case that ships of war can, with 
so great facility, destroy sea-port Towns ? If indeed they 
have force sufficient to land, they may effect this destruc- 
tion;* but those who suppose it can be done by dint of 
cannonade, must be very little acquainted with the effects 
of cannon. f Cannon make a formidable noise to ears 
unused to the sound, but Towns will receive inconsiderable 
damage from the utmost fury of any ships of war which 
can come into our harbours. 

But, in our present circumstances, (taking it for granted 
that ships and cannon can work all this mischief,) is it not 
necessary to inculcate the principles of making partial sa- 
crifices for the genera] good ? For if this principle is not 
established, could a poor defenceless Town be censured 
for submission to any terms which their lords may choose 
to dictate? 

Would any circumstance so effectually reduce the Min- 
istry to despair, as showing an indifference about the exist- 
ence or destruction of our Towns ? 



ACCOUNT OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TOWN OF FAL- 
MOUTH, OCTOBER 18, 1775. 

Falmouth, January 15, 1776. 

Last March, one Captain Coulson, who had been for two 
or three years an inhabitant and trader in this Town, im- 
ported from Great Britain a quantity of sails and rigging; 
he immediately applied to the Committee of Inspection 
for leave to use them, in preparing a ship he had launched 
for her voyage to England. The Committee judged it 
would be a breach of the Continental Association, and re- 
fused to give him liberty, though they thought the case 
was hard, and would gladly have construed the Associa- 
tion in his favour: but he grew angry, and bade defiance 
to Committees and Congresses. However, under the pre- 
tence of going to the Provincial Congress for leave to rig, 
he went and obtained the Canceau, Captain Mowat, which 
arrived about the beginning of April, and under her pro- 
tection rigged his new ship. 

* They effected the burning of Falmouth, a wooden Town, partly 
by landing marines. 

+ This is demonstrated by the little damage generally sustained by 
Cities during a siego, and the small proportion of buildings burnt 
when the siege is over. 
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" I, Philip Crandell, of Harpswell, in the County of 
Cumberland, and Province of Massachusetts-Bay, being 
of lawful age, do testify and say: that some time in the 
month of June last I sailed from Harpswell, for Salem, 
and upon my passage there, I, the deponent, was forcibly 
taken by an armed vessel, and carried into Boston; and 
being in the presence of Admiral Graves, he asked me if 
such a man of war (he named her, but I forgot her name) 
had arrived at Falmouth. I answered that I heard she 
had. He then asked me if I thought she would be opposed 
by the people. I replied, I could not tell. He then asked 
me if Captain Coulson was loading at Falmouth. I an- 
swered, that I had heard he met with such opposition from 
the people as to prevent it. Upon which the Admiral 
said, you may tell them, if they will not let him load, that 
I will send a ship or ships, and beat the Town down about 
their ears. I then told the Admiral that Captain Corti- 
sols being prevented loading was not owing to the inha- 
bitants of Falmouth-Neck, but to the country people. I do 
not remember that the Admiral made any reply, or said 
any thing further relative to Falmouth or Captain Coulson. 
And further I, the deponent, say not. 

" Philip Crandell." 
" Cumberland, ss. Harpswell, January 1, A. D., 1776 : 

" Then the above named Philip Crandell personally ap- 
peared and made solemn oath to the truth of the above 
deposition by him subscribed, before me, 

" Wm. Sylvester, Just. Pads." 

Mr. CrandelVs mistake in thinking Captain Coulson's 
being prevented loading was not owing to the inhabitants 
of Falmouth-Neck will appear by and by. Captain Mowat, 
despairing, as we suppose, of being able to protect Captain 
Coulson, went away with him to Portsmouth. Captain 
Coulson returned the 7th day of June, in his ship, together 
with the Senegal, Captain Duddingston. The same day, 
or the day following, a party of the inhabitants of the 
Neck, by the direction of the Town's Committee, and in 
compliance with a resolve of the Provincial Congress, to 
prevent Tories carrying their effects out of the Country, 
seized a number of masts, which the said Coulson was just 
ready to take in, and towed them up a river, to a place where 
neither Coulson nor Duddingston dared to go after them. 

Nothing further happened, that we can recollect, that 
has any connection with the destruction of the Town, ex- 
cepting our generally obeying the authority of Congresses, 
until Monday, the 16th clay of October last, when Captain 
Moivat, in the Canceau, with another larger ship, called 
the Cat, a large schooner, and a small sloop, all armed 
vessels, arrived in our harbour, and anchored down by the 
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islands, a league from the Town. As the Town perceived 
it was Captain Mowat, by whom they had been before 
threatened, and knew him to have great reason to be 
bound in gratitude to several gentlemen in it, it was the 
less alarmed. But supposing him to be in quest of cattle 
and provisions, the Committee sent the greater part of 
Captain Noyes's men, and some of Captain Knight's, to 
guard the islands, where there were large stocks of cattle 
and quantities of hay. The next day, being Tuesday, we 
saw the fleet warping up towards the Town, as the wind 
did not favour them ; and about four o'clock, P. M., they 
anchored in a line close to the Town. Though the pub- 
lick has been told that Captain Mowat came ashore at this 
time, it is not true. He sent a messenger, with a flag, who 
delivered the following letter : 

" Canceau, Falmouth, October 16, 1775. 

" After so many premeditated attacks on the legal prero- 
gative of the best of Sovereigns, after the repeated instan- 
ces you have experienced in Britain's long forbearance of 
the rod of correction, and the manifest and paternal exten- 
sion of her hands to embrace you, again and again, have 
been regarded as vain and nugatory ; and in place of a 
dutiful and grateful return to your King and Parent State, 
you have been guilty of the most unpardonable rebellion, 
supported by the ambition of a set of designing men, 
whose insidious views have cruelly imposed on the cre- 
dulity of their fellow-creatures, and at last have brought 
the whole into the same dilemma ; which leads me to 
feel not a little the woes of the innocent of them in parti- 
cular on the present occasion, from my having it in orders 
tp execute a just punishment on the Town of Falmouth. 
In the name of which authority, 1 previously warn you to 
remove, without delay, the human species out of the said 
Town, for which purpose I give you the time of two 
hours; at the period of which, a red pendant will be 
hoisted at the main topgallant inast head, vviih a gun. But 
should your imprudence lead you to show the least resist- 
ance, you will in that case free me of that humanity so 
strongly pointed out in my orders, as well as in my incli- 
nation. I do also observe, that all those who did, on a 
former occasion, fly to the King's ship under my command, 
for protection, that the same door is now open and ready 
to receive them. 

" The officer who will deliver this letter, I expect to re- 
turn immediately, unmolested. 

" I am, &c, H. Mowat." 

The Town met immediately, and appointed the Honour- 
able Jedediah Preble, Esq., Doctor Nathaniel Coffin, and 
Mr. Robert Pagan, a Committee to wait upon Captain 
Mowat, to know of him in general the meaning of his 
letter, and the reasons for the threatenings therein con- 
tained. The Committee acted accordingly, and have tes- 
tified as follows: 

" Captain Mowat informed us, that his orders from the 
Admiral did not authorize him to give any warning to the 
inhabitants, but that they required him to come opposite 
the Town with all possible expedition, and there burn, 
sink, and destroy; and that he had taken upon him to 
give this warning at the risk of his commission. He 
further (old us, that these orders did not respect this Town 
only, but also all the sea-port Towns upon the Continent. 
We then expostulated with him upon the severity of such 
orders, and entreated that, if possible, some method might 
be fallen upon to save the Town, or at least to give the 
inhabitants an opportunity of removing some of their 
effects, Sic; upon which he said, if the inhabitants would, 
in the morning, by eight o'clock, deliver up four pieces of 
cannon which were in the Town, with their arms in gen- 
eral, and ammunition, he would in that case do no hurt to 
the Town, until he had despatched an express to the Ad- 
miral, who, he did not doubt, would order him to save the 
Town. And as a token that his demand would be coin- 
plied with, he required that eight arms should be delivered 
up by eight o'clock that evening, which should be the 
condition of the Town's being safe till eight o'clock next 
morning. We told him we were pretty certain these de- 
mands would not be complied with ; but, that in discharge 
of the trust reposed in us, we must inform the Town of 
his demands. Upon this, we went to the County house, 
and acquainted our constituents with the terms abovemen- 



tioned, who disapproved of delivering up the cannon or 
their arms. But that they might have an opportunity of 
removing the sick, with the women and children, and as 
many of their effects as possible, they ordered the eight 
arms to be sent on board, and desired us to inform Captain 
Mowat that the Town would meet early in the morning, 
and send him an answer by eight o'clock. The Town 
accordingly met in the morning, and resolved by no means 
to deliver up the cannon or their arms, and sent us with 
this message, at the same time desiring us to endeavour to 
prolong the time on board as long as possible, that more 
effects might be removed. We went on board with this 
message, and staid till half past eight o'clock, when we 
were desired to go ashore, and Captain Mowat, at our re- 
quest, gave us half an hour longer, to get out of the way 
ourselves ; at the expiration of which time, the firing 

upon the Town began. ,, T -,-, 

1 ° "Jedediah treble, 

" Robert Pagan, 

" Nathaniel Coffin." 

It was about nine o'clock on Wednesday, being the 18th 
of October, that the firing began from all the abovemen- 
tioned vessels, with all possible briskness, discharging on 
every part of the Town, which lay on a regular descent 
towards the harbour, an horrible shower of balls, from three 
to nine pounds weight, bombs, carcasses, live shells, grape- 
shot, and musket balls. The firing lasted, without many 
minutes cessation, until about six o'clock, P. M., during 
which time several parties came ashore and set buildings 
on fire by hand. Parties of our people, and others from 
the neighbouring Towns, ran down to oppose them, and 
it is thought killed several. One officer, after he fell, was 
stripped of a neat pair of pistols, his flask, and cockade. 
Through the goodness of God, no life was lost on our 
side, and only one man wounded, viz : Mr. Reuben 
Clough, of this Town. Had no opposition been made, we 
do not believe they would have left one building standing; 
and more opposition would have been made, had not the 
people's attention been taken up in securing their effects. 
Besides, it was very unfortunate that our Companies of 
sea-coast men were put under the direction of a Commit- 
tee ; for they did not, and we suppose could not, get to- 
gether in the hurry of affairs, and therefore could give no 
authoritative directions. 

As near as we can judge, about three-quarters of the 
buildings, reckoning according to their value, are con- 
sumed, consisting of about one hundred and thirty dwel- 
ling-houses, many of which held two or three families 
apiece, besides barns, and almost every store and ware- 
house in Town. St. Paul's church, a large new building, 
with the bell ; a very elegant and costly new court-house, 
not quite finished ; a fine engine, almost new ; the old 
Town house, and the publick library, were all consumed. 
But one or two wharves have escaped the flames ; and 
every vessel in the harbour, of any considerable bigness, 
was burnt, excepting two, which the enemy carried away 
with them. The warning given was so short, that but 
few teams could be procured to remove the goods out ; 
much was carried out by hand ; but, as far as we can learn, 
not much more than half of the moveables were saved 
out of the buildings that were burnt. All the com- 
pact part of the Town is gone ; and among the hundred 
dwelling-houses that are standing, there are but few good 
buildings, and those damaged with balls passing through 
them, or bombs bursting. They are mostly the refuse of 
the Town, and their owners do not generally inhabit them, 
as we are apprehensive our enemies will soon endeavour 
to seize so fine a harbour as ours, and to possess them- 
selves of so advantageous a post as the remarkable emi- 
nence on our neck. 

Our hearts ache for the misery in which a great part of 
our people are involved. The most were greatly impover- 
ished before the final catastrophe, by the decay of navi- 
gation and trade, which were our sole means of support ; 
so many have lost a part or the whole of their substance, 
that we conjecture not less than a hundred families must 
have suffered for want of necessaries, unless relieved by 
charity. The settlements back of us are new, and but 
little cultivated. The inhabitants are mostly poor, and 
have never yet been able to raise their own bread, so that 
much alms is not to be expected from them. 
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From this state of fact?, it follows most evidently, in the 
first place, that the Town of Falmouth was destroyed 
for no other reason, but because of its obedience to the 
Continental and Provincial Congresses, and its attachment 
to the cause of liberty and America. In the next place, 
that those who live remote from us would do well to min- 
ister something, out of their abundance, for the relief of our 
suffering poor, until it becomes possible for them to get 
into some way to support themselves, as we find with 
pleasure and gratitude this Province, by its Representa- 
tives, have began to do. ^, ^, 

' ° Enoch t reeman, 

Humphrey Merill, 
John Johnson, 
William Owen, 

Selectmen of the Town of Falmouth. 



MAJOR SCAMMELL TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Camp on Winter-Hill, October 24, 1775. 

Dear honoured Sir: Your Brigade is almost a caput 
mortuum, and their countenances fallen. Providence, to 
prevent my seeing their gloomy aspects, has turned the 
relics of my dysentery into my eyes, so that I am almost 
blind. General Gates has never been here since your de- 
parture. General Greene urges the augmentation of the 
Winter-Hill picket ; I urge your orders to go on with the 
usual details, and by that means have avoided his request. 
He declares he will lay it before General Lee; but I hope 
General Lee will go for Rhode-Island before he will have 
an opportunity. 

The enemy have been very peaceable since you left us; 
waiting perhaps in silent expectation to hear the success 
of their diabolical piratical emissaries. I hope they won't 
hear of your absence till your return, lest they attempt our 
lines ; and a body without a leader, they can fully depend 
on, will be, at best, but a dispirited number. We impa- 
tiently wait to hear of your success. We rest assured 
that all human efforts will be made use of to oppose the 
Ministerial butchers, since you preside. 

May Heaven succeed and prosper your endeavours, 
preserve your life from the hostile balls, your health from 
any sad accident, and return you in safety to your many 
sincere friends and very humble servant, 

Alexander Scammell. 
To Brigadier-General Sullivan, at Portsmouth. 

P. S. Please to make my compliments to Major Cilley. 
I long to be with you. The news of the camp (perhaps 
the lie of the day) is, that the King of France offers us two- 
and-twenty sail of the line, if we desire it. 



declaration or david noble. 

Villiamstown, October 24, 1775. 

Whereas the Committee of Correspondence for this 
Town have informed me, that some suspicions have been 
conceived of me, respecting my principles and conduct in 
regard to our publick affairs ; and, in particular, concerning 
my conduct when I was Representative for this Town at 
the General Court held in Boston, in A. D. 1773; that 
I then acted in opposition to the measures pursued for the 
defence of our common rights and privileges, in that I voted 
against the petition and remonstrance to the King, for the 
removal of the then Governour Hutchinson: Now, impress- 
ed with a sense of my duty to myself and the publick, I 
sincerely declare, that although at the time above referred 
to, and for some time before then, I had conceived too 
good an opinion of that arch traitor to his Country, 2'. 
Hutchinson, and, for want of a thorough knowledge of 
my duty at that time, I inconsiderately opposed the above- 
said petition and remonstrance, and thereby justly incur- 
red the displeasure of my constituents, and that by any 
thing whereby I have given any persons reason to suspect 
me to be unfriendly to my Country, I have so far de- 
servedly forfeited their good esteem. Yet, to do justice 
to myself, I must declare, that although I have committed 
errours, and been liable to mistakes, in the little part I have 
been called to act, I have ever been a cordial friend to 
the liberties and true interest of America, so far as I 
understood it, and ever have conformed myself to the ad- 
vice and directions of our several Congresses, and am deter- 



mined for the future to unite, according to my abilities, in 
the defence of our common rights and privileges. 

David Noble. 

The Committee of Correspondence being convened on 
the 26th of October, 1775, the abovenamed David Noble 
voluntarily presented the above declaration ; which, being 
examined and accepted by this Committee, was preseuted 
to the Town, in a publick Town-meeting, for concurrence, 
which being twice read, was put to vote, whether the 
same be satisfactory to the Town. Passed in the affirma- 

Isaac Stratton, Cleric of the Com. 



BOOTHEAY COMMITTEE. 
In Committee of Safety, Boothbay, October 24, 1775. 

Whereas this Committee, on occasion of a late alarm, 
prevailed with Captain William Pierce Johnson to deliver 
to them one hundred weight of Powder, thirty-two and a 
half weight of Ball, fifty Fire-Arms, and two hundred 
Flints, for which their agents have given him receipts, and 
for the payment of the price this Committee now stands 
bound, and petitions have been sent to the honourable the 
Great and General Court, praying that a quantity of Cap- 
tain Johnson's cargo be forthwith ordered to be sold to the 
inhabitants of this County, as they are no less exposed to 
the enemy than any other part of the Colony, the answers 
to which petitions have not yet arrived : 

Whereas Captain Johnson, in consequence of an express 
from the camp, has this night made a peremptory demand 
of this Committee for the return of the whole of said Arms 
and Ammunition, in order that the same may be speedily 
conveyed to Portsmouth, in New-Hampshire : 

This Committee, having the greatest respect for the 
authority by which Captain Johnson has been ordered to 
remove said warlike stores, and the most cheerful readiness 
to obey it in every thing possible, yet having at the same 
time the firmest attachment to the great cause in which all 
America is engaged, which they are sure must speedily 
suffer in the total loss of this Country, if the little pittance 
of Ammunition now in it be withdrawn, they are persuaded 
that the preservation of the lives of the inhabitants of this 
and the neighbouring Towns on the coast, the safety of the 
coast of this whole Country, and so fidelity to the liberty of 
all America, which, insignificant as we are, might be great- 
ly affected should this County open to the enemy the free 
trade of three hundred miles of the best coast for navigation 
in Neiv-England, all compel us to refuse to return to said 
Captain Johnson any part of said stores, as absolutely as 
he has demanded them. 

We are well assured that, were the circumstances of these 
parts known at Head-Quarters, said demand would never 
have been made, and trust that by the return of our express 
the orders that produced it will be countermanded. How- 
ever, this Committee are free to declare that, as they would 
have compelled the said Captain Johnson to deliver said 
stores, had he persisted to refuse them while he saw the 
common foe carrying fire and sword among us, and leaving 
all desolate where they come, so, as the same danger still 
continues to stare us in the face, we think it our duty as 
plainly to declare that no part of said stores shall be deli- 
vered until the pleasure of the General Court is known, or 
a force shall appear to demand it, greater than we can raise 
to defend it. 

Signed by order of the Committee : 

John Blath, Chairman. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO COLONEL ENOS. 

Dead River, 30 miles from Chaudiere Pond, > 
October 24, 1775. \ 

Dear Sir: The extreme rains and freshets in the river 
have hindered our proceeding any farther. When I wrote 
you last, I expected before this to have been at Chaudiere. 
I then wrote you that we had about twenty-five days' pro- 
visions for the whole. We are now reduced to twelve or 
fifteen days', and don't expect to reach the pond under 
four days. We had a council of war last night, when it 
was thought best and ordered to send back all the sick and 
feeble, with three days' provisions, and directions for you 
to furnish them until they can reach the Commissary or 
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Norridgcwock ; and that on receipt of this you should pro- 
ceed with as many of the best men of your division as you 
can furnish with fifteen days' provision ; and that the re- 
mainder, whether sick or well, should be immediately sent 
back to the Commissary, to whom I wrote to take all pos- 
sible care of them. I make no doubt you will join with me 
in this matter, as it may be the means of preserving the 
whole detachment, and of executing our plan without run- 
ning any great hazard, as fifteen days will doubtless bring 
us to Canada. I make no doubt you will make all possi- 
ble expedition. 

I am, dear Sir, yours, B. Arnold. 

Colonel Enos. 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO COLONEL FARNSWORTH. 

Djad River, October 24, 1775. 

Dear Sir: The heavy rains which have lately fallen, 
and rendered the river almost impassable, with many acci- 
dents, have so far retarded our proceeding that I find it 
"necessary for the safety of the detachment to send back the 
sick, and to reduce the detachment so as to have fifteen 
clays' provisions for the whole, which I make no doubt will 
enable us to reach Canada. Those who are sent back you 
will take all possible care of, and supply with provisions, 
&c, and send back to Cambridge as soon as possible. 

I wrote you the 14th instant, to send forward to the great 

carrying place all the provisions you had. This I make 

no doubt you have done, to secure our retreat. 

I am, dear Sir, your obedient servant, -r, A 

' ' J ' B. Arnold. 

To Colonel Farnsworth. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO COLONEL GREENE. 

Dead River, 30 miles from Chaudiere, 7 
October 24, 1775. \ 

Dear Sir: Enclosed is a letter from Colonel Enos, and 
also one from the Commissary, by which you will see our 
present situation, and the necessity of sending back all the 
sick and feeble of your division, and proceed on with the 
best men, and fifteen days' provision for each. You will, 
after perusing the letter, (if Colonel Enos has not joined 
you,) send them down the river, with all your sick, &tc. 
Pray hurry on as fast as possible. 

1 am, with esteem, dear Sir, your humble servant, 

^ , , „ B. Arnold. 

Colonel Greene. 



address of the liverymen of the city of London. 
Address of the Liverymen of the City of London, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Thomas Wellings, Chairman, 
John Spiller, Gabriel Leekey, William Judd, Evan Pugh, 
Roger Griffin, and Thomas Moore, Esqrs. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

From the warmest sense of duty to your Majesty^ and 
love of our Country, we, your Majesty's loyal subjects, 
Liverymen of the City of London, whose names are here- 
unto subscribed, with the freedom we ever mean to assert 
as Englishmen, and with that deference which we owe, as 
good subjects, to your Majesty, presume to approach your 
royal presence, and to entreat your attention to the genuine 
sentiments of a loyal and dutiful people. 

It is with the deepest concern we observe, that our fel- 
low-subjects in your Majesty's American Colonies are now 
in open rebellion. A malignant spirit of resistance to law 
and Government has gone forth amongst them, which we 
firmly believe has been excited and encouraged by selfish 
men, who hope to derive private emolument from publick 
calamities; from the counsels, the persuasions, the influence 
of such men, God protect your Majesty. The interest, the 
honour, the sovereignty of your Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, are now at stake. As the guardian of these, we trust 
you will ever assert and preserve them. In this great work, 
be assured, Sire, that under your Majesty's direction we 
will, with the greatest cheerfulness, exert ourselves to the 
utmost of our abilities in support of those lawswhich are our 
protection, and of that Government which is our blessing. 

Whilst we presume to approach your Majesty with hopes 
that you will exert the constitutional power you possess to 
subdue such of your deluded people as are now acting in 



open defiance of the laws, permit us, gracious Sire, to im- 
plore your clemency towards those whose eyes may be 
opened to a full conviction of their offences ; and who, 
hereafter, when reason and reflection shall prevail over pas- 
sion and prejudice, may be restored to the allegiance which 
they owe to the Mother Country and their Sovereign. 

That your Majesty and your posterity may long reign 
over a people, happy in enjoying those blessings which the 
accession of your ancestors to the throne of these King- 
doms has hitherto ensured to us, is the unfeigned and ardent 
wish of your Majesty's most dutiful, faithful, and devoted 
subjects. 

ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF BARNSTAPLE, IN THE COUN- 
TY OF DEVON. 

Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Capital 
Burgesses, and principal Inhabitants of the Borough and 
Parish of Barnstaple, in the County of Devon, presented 
to His Majesty by John Clevland, Esq., one of their Re- 
presentatives in Parliament. 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, 

Capital Burgesses, and principal Inhabitants of the 

Borough and Parish of Barnstaple, in the County of 

Devon. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, beg 
leave to approach your royal presence with professions of 
our zealous fidelity and attachment to your sacred person 
and Government. It is with gratitude we acknowledge 
your great care and regard for the publick welfare; and, 
impressed with a due sense of that prudence and tender 
concern for your people, which has at all times so eminently 
distinguished your Majesty's reign, we cannot but view with 
horrour and detestation the present ungrateful and unnatu- 
ral rebellion fomented in a distant part of your Empire. 
Of the necessity and propriety of those measures which 
have been already pursued to check and control the factious 
and misguided, to prevent their baneful influence over the 
minds of the weak and unwary, and support the honour antl 
dignity of the British Crown, we are fully persuaded; and 
we rest assured that your Majesty will continue to take 
such steps as may serve most effectually to recall this in- 
fatuated and deluded people to a just sense of that duty 
which they owe to the best of Kings, and convince them 
of that submission and obedience which the supreme 
legislative authority of these Kingdoms may justly require 
from them. To show ourselves devoted to your Majesty's 
person and Government, we shall at all times deem our 
greatest glory and honour; and we trust that we shall 
always strenuously endeavour to cultivate among our fel- 
low-subjects sentiments of the greatest loyalty, fidelity, and 
affection. 

May the crown of these Realms long flourish on your 
royal head, and may the blessings which we enjoy under 
your mild and auspicious reign be perpetuated to a grate- 
ful and loyal people, under the government of your latest 
posterity. 

ADDRESS OF THE PROVINCIAL SYNOD OF ANGUS AND 
MEARNS. 

Address of the Ministers and Elders of the Provincial 
Synod of Angus and Mearns, transmitted to the Earl of 
Suffolk, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, 
and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

TJie humble Address of the Ministers and Elders of the 
Provincial Synod of Angus and Mearns, assembled at 
Dundee, this 25th of October, 1775. 

May it please your Majesty : 

Sensible of the many blessings we enjoy under your Ma- 
jesty's auspicious reign, we see, with the deepest concern, 
that a part of our fellow-subjects in America, having adopt- 
ed principles subversive of all legal Government and sub- 
ordination, are now in a state of actual hostility and rebellion. 

At such a period, we consider ourselves as called on, with 
the rest of your Majesty's faithful subjects, publickly to 
declare our attachment to your Majesty's person, family, 
and Government, our abhorrence of every measure that 
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may prove prejudicial to ihem, and our desire of contribu- 
ting to undeceive a people misled by the hopes of finding 
in their Mother Country that same licentious spirit which 
prevails among themselves. 

To this testimony of our unshaken loyalty and affection, 
it gives us pleasure to add, that the same principles prevail 
among the people under our care, who, as well as we, look 
with astonishment on those factious men in Great Britain, 
who, to gratify their own ambition, are ready to sacrifice 
the interests of their Country and the lives of their fellow- 
subjects. 

It is our earnest prayer to the great disposer of all events, 
that the authority of the British Legislature may be acknow- 
ledged and obeyed throughout all the parts of your Majes- 
ty's Dominions, and that means may happily be devised 
for obtaining that end without the further effusion of human 
blood, which, as men and ministers of the gospel of peace, 
we wish to be avoided. But if, to our great regret, lenient 
measures should unhappily prove ineffectual, and only tend 
to foment the disorders which they are meant to remedy, 
we will most cordially pray for success to such expedients 
as the wisdom of your Majesty's counsels shall find neces- 
sary to employ. 

That Almighty Clod may pour down his best blessings 
on your Majesty's person and family: that be may long 
preserve your Majesty to be t he guardian of our religious 
and civil liberties, as presently established by law, and to 
reign over a free, happy, and affectionate people; and may 
at a distant period crown you with immortal glory, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, are and ever shall be the earnest 
prayer of, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most 
faithful, most obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Min- 
isters and Elders assembled in this Provincial Synod of 
Angus and Mearns. 

Signed in our name, and at our appointment, by 

James Adamson, Moderator. 



Edward Friend, Esq., County Lieutenant; John Bott, 
Esq., Colonel ; Robert Haskins, Esq., Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel ; Joseph Bass, Esq., Major. 

Captains: Thomas Boiling, George Robertson, Robert 
Goode, Richard Baugh, Jmaes Elam, Benjamin B ranee, 
Bernard Markham, Jesse Cogbille, Edward Moseley, 
James Harris, Creed Haskins, and Joseph Royal. 

Lieutenants : Rich'd Booker, Archerd Bass, David Pat- 
teson, John Osborne, Patrick Wright, Archerd Walthall, 
Stephen Pankey, King Graves, John Hill, Thomas Wool- 
dridge, Samuel Goode, and Benjamin Ward. 

Ensigns: John Archer, John Hill, John Fowler, Jun., 
Thomas Osborne, Branch Elam, Thomas Goode, Obadiah 
Smith, Jun., George Cogbille, Jun., Alexander Baugh, 
William Scott, Jun., Jesse Clark, and Daniel Worsham. 

Resolved, That publick notice be given to our suffering 
friends in the County of Norfolk, and places adjacent, 
who may be compelled to quit their habitations in this time 
of distress, that the Members of this Committee will fur- 
nish them with every accommodation in their power, and 
they doubt not of the same disposition in the other inhabi- 
tants of this County. 

Hy order of the Committee : Jerman Baker, Cl'k. 



Martinico, October 25, 1775. 

A few days ago an English frigate cast anchor in the 
harbour of Fort Royal, under the cannon of the fort, and 
sent some armed men in her boats to seize a Nciv-England 
vessel which lay in that harbour, whose crew they made 
prisoners, then plundered the vessel, and afterwards left it 
to the mercy of the waves. The Count De Nozieres, being 
then at Guadaloupe, the Sieur de Sablonct, commandant 
in his absence at Fort Royal, failed not to take upon him to 
punish this violation of the law of nations, by firing on the 
English frigate, which, after this expedition, sailed for St. 
Pierre, where there were then a dozen ships belonging to 
New-England. The frigate anchored, without ceremony, 
also in that port, and despatched her boats to visit the 
ships which she suspected to be laden with warlike ammu- 
nition ; but, as they met with resistance from the first 
they attempted to board, the inhabitants of St. Pierre de- 
fended the English Americans, and, having armed them- 
selves, took the boats with their crews, and the men 
were conveyed ashore, notwithstanding all their resistance. 
Some of them were wounded on this occasion. The Count 
de Choiseul-Meuze, second in command at Martinico, and 
then chief in the absence of the General, immediately went 
to the store-house where the English were detained, and, 
after sharply upbraiding them for so manifest an infraction 
of the law of nations, he sent a detachment on board the 
English frigate, and caused it to be signified to the com- 
mander, that he would not release his men till such time as 
he had repaired the injury which had been done. This 
was accompanied with an express order to put to sea im- 
mediately after; and the more efficaciously to decide the 
matter, he instantly set about preparing the battery of St. 
Martha, and threatened to sink the English frigate if she 
deferred giving the satisfaction which was demanded. The 
firmness of our commandant had its effect on the Captain, 
who speeddy performed what was desired, and then weighed 
anchor, after having received his boats and his men. 



PRESIDENT OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS TO THE PRO- 
VINCIAL CONGRESS OF NEW-JERSEY. 

Philadelphia, October 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Congress having taken into consi- 
deration your letters of the 13th and 14th instant, have 
directed me to inform you, that they are of opinion the 
publick service makes it necessary that the Jersey Bat- 
talions be levied with all possible expedition ; but, as the 
Congress are waiting the return of their Committee from 
camp, in order to establish permanent regulations for all 
the Continental forces, they, for the present, incline to 
suspend a determination on the question about the appoint- 
ment of regimental field-officers. 

The publick exigency will not admit of loans from the 
Continental Treasury to any of the Colonies. The Congress, 
however, hope that this will not disable you from supply- 
ing yourselves with arms and ammunition; in doing which, 
it is not doubted you will fall upon such means as will be 
most for the ease and safety of the Colony, without haz- 
arding the emission of paper currency. 

From some expressions in your letter of the 14th inst., 
the Congress apprehend it is the intention of your Con- 
vention to take into constant pay four thousand Minute- 
Men. But as this will be a very heavy expense, and 
more, it is apprehended, than any one Colony can afford, 
we hope you will well weigh and consider such a measure 
before you adopt it. With respect to provisions for Min- 
ute-Men, the Congress have made none, conceiving that 
the several Colonies will make proper provision for them 
where necessary, or when they are called into actual ser- 
vice, except when they are taken into Continental service; 
in which case they will be entitled to the same pay as other 
Continental troops. 

I am, &lc, John Hancock, President. 

To the Provincial Convention of New- Jersey. 



CHESTERFIELD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Committee for Chesterfield County, 
at the Court-House, on the 25th of October, 1775, the 
following gentlemen were chosen Officers for the Militia of 
this Countv; 



A LIST OF THE FIELD-OFFICERS FOR THE COUNTY OF 
ULSTER, NEW-YORK. 

Johannes Hardcnbergh, Colonel; Abraham Hasbrouck, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Johannes Snyder, Jonathan Elmcn- 
dorph, Majors ; Petrus J. Elmendorph, Adjutant ; Abra- 
ham A. Hasbrouck, Quartermaster. 

James Clinton, Colonel ; James McClaughry , Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel ; Jacob Newkerk, Moses Philips, Majors ; 
George Denniston, Adjutant; Alexander Trimble, Quar- 
termaster. 

Levi Pawling, Colonel; Jacob Hoornbeek, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Johannes Cantine, Joseph Hasbrouck, Majors; 
David Bevier, Adjutant; Jacobus Bruyn, Jun., Quarter- 
master. 

Jonathan Hasbrouck, Colonel ; Johannes Hardcnbergh, 
Jun., Lieutenant-Colonel; Johannes Jansen, Jun., Lewis 
Dubois, Majors; Abraham Schoonmaker, Adjutant; Isaac 
Belknap, Quartermaster. 
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RETURN OF OFFICERS FOR THE TOWNSHIPS OF ROCHES- 
TER, MARBLETOWN, AND NEW-PALTZ, NEW-YORK. 

A roll or list of the Officers of the respective Compa- 
nies of the Regiment whereof Levi Pawling is to be the 
Colonel. 

Of the Township of Marbletown. 

First Company: Cornelius E. Wynkoop, Captain ; 
Charles W. Brodhead, First Lieutenant ; Moses M. Can- 
tine, Second Lieutenant; Jacob Chambers, Ensign. 

Second Company: Frederick Schoonmaker, Jun., Cap- 
tain ; Benjamin Louw, First Lieutenant ; Jacobus Rose- 
Jcrans, Second Lieutenant; John C. De Witt, Ensign. 

Of the Township of Rochester. 

First Company: Petrus Schoonmaker, Captain ; Philip 
Hoornbeek, First Lieutenant ; Cornelius Hardenbergh, 
Second Lieutenant ; Dirck Westbrook, Ensign. 

Second Company: Andrew Bevier, Captain ; Richard 
Brodhead, First Lieutenant ; Reuben De Witt, Second 
Lieutenant ; Johannes A. De Witt, Ensign. 

Third Company: Joachim Schoonmaker, Captain ; John 
Depuy, First Lieutenant ; Cornelius Van Wagenen, Se- 
cond Lieutenant; Zacharias Rosekrans, Ensign. 

Of the Totvnship of New-Paltz. 

First Company: Lewis J. Dubois, Captain ; John A. 
Hardenbergh, First Lieutenant ; Matlheiv Lafever, Se- 
cond Lieutenant ; Mathusalem Dubois, Ensign. 

Second Company: Jacob Ilasbrouck, Junior, Captain ; 
Abraham Deyoe, Junior, First Lieutenant ; Petrus Has- 
hrouck, Second Lieutenant; Samuel Bevier, Ensign. 

The Third Company of New-Paltz is returned in Con- 
gress. 

RETURN OF THE OFFICERS FOR THE TOWN OF KINGSTON, 
ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

A roll of the Officers (being elected) in the several Dis- 
tricts or Beats in the Town of Kingston, Ulster County, 
agreeable to the Resolve of the Provincial Congress, viz : 

Beat No. 1. Evert Bogardus, Captain; Daniel Gra- 
ham, First Lieutenant; Anthony Frerc, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Johannes Persen, Ensign. 

No. 2. Moses Cantine, Jun., Captain ; Philip Swart, 
First Lieutenant ; Abraham G. Vanaken, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Hendricus Tarpenning, Ensign. 

No. 3. Matthew Dedrick, Captain ; Evert Wynkoop, 
Jun., First Lieutenant ; Petrus Eijgenaer, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; Hendrick Myer, Ensign. 

No. 4. John L. De Witt, Captain ; Petrus Ooster- 
houdt, First Lieutenant ; Tobias Myer, Second Lieuten- 
ant ; Petrus Brink, Ensign. 

No. 6. Hendrick Schoonmaker, Captain ; Edward 
Schoonmaker, First Lieutenant ; Edward Whittaker, Se- 
cond Lieutenant; Isaac Burhans, Ensign. 

The above is a true copy of the Returns made to the 

Committee of Kingston. T .-, 

° Joseph (jasherie. 

return of a company of horse in the town of kings- 
ton, in ulster county, new-york. 

Philip Hooghteeling, Captain ; Silvester Salisbury, 
First Lieutenant; Petrus Myndertse, Second Lieutenant; 
Cornelius C. Newkerk, Cornet ; Cornelius J. Dubois, 
First Quartermaster; James Roe, Second Quartermaster. 



RETURN OF MILITIA OFFICERS FOR NEW-WINDSOR PRE- 
CINCT, ULSTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK. 

New-Windsor, October 5, 3775. 

Gentlemen : These are to certify that John Belknap 
was legally elected Captain, Silas Wood First Lieuten- 
ant, Edward, Falls Second Lieutenant, and James Stick- 
ney Ensign, for a Company of Foot, in the Second Regi- 
ment of Ulster County, being in the Precinct of New- 
Windsor, in the presence of two of the Members of this 
Committee. By order of the Committee : 

Samuel Brewster, Chairman. 
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony 
of Neiv- York, now convened in the City of New- 
York. 



BENJ. BAKER TO MESSRS. YATES, GLEN, AND SILVESTER. 

Albany, October 25, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Your favour of the 12th instant came to 
hand the 23d. It gave me satisfaction to understand that 
my intended process for the production of nitre had, by 
the Provincial Congress, been so far approved of as to 
authorize you to correspond with me on the subject. You 
desired to be informed what quantity I could make in three 
months, what in six months, and so on. I cannot, in jus- 
tice, say more than I wrote in the latter part of my last 
letter, except a little more explanation. Saltpetre cannot, 
from its origin, be made to profit under nine or twelve 
months; yet at the same time a considerable quantity may 
be had in mqch less. For instance, a compound is put to- 
gether for transmutation: it, in consequence, from the first 
day, must, by gradual ascents, undergo the change, and so 
on until the whole mass is, by its attractive quality, im- 
pregnated or laden with the nitrous particles ; therefore, if 
the commixture is made use of before a sufficient change 
has taken place, we not only stop the vegetation, but be- 
stow cost and labour to little or no profit. You further 
ask me to write my terms, and in case the Congress should 
lend me money, whether I could find security for the same. 
It cannot appear, from my writing before, that self-interest- 
ed views was any ways my motive; but, on the other hand, 
purely to serve the Country — therefore, I really think it 
ought not to be expected for me to make propositions. In 
respect to security, I beg leave to inform you, that under 
the consideration of being a stranger, and at the same time 
in a part of a country where the people of it can have but 
a slender idea of the practicability of such a manufactory, 
can have faith enough to become bail for the return of 
cash advanced under these considerations. Please to ex- 
cuse me — I cannot think of looking for it; but at the same 
time observe, that for any sum advanced, can find good 
security that it shall be disbursed for the purpose intend- 
ed, and any capital (provided not too small) may be em- 
ployed. 

Now, gentlemen, upon a re-examination of what I wrote 
before, as well as now, I hope my repeated overtures will 
be looked upon as sufficient. My first was to the Commit- 
tee of Albany, and forwarded to the New-York Congress; 
wherein I offered my service without any limited fee or 
reward, doubting not but publick services might meet with 
publick reward. And in my second, as well as this, have, 
for your mere satisfaction, been more open than is altogether 
consistent with safety to the art ; and, notwithstanding all 
that I have said, will yet, for your better idea of the rea- 
sonableness of my process, give you the East-India method 
of making saltpetre, in which you will find an affinity be- 
tween their method and mine, because the sameness is in 
all vegetables whatsoever, when reduced by fire, viz : 

" The manner in which nitre is originally obtained in 
the East-Indies, is (I have it, says the author, on the au- 
thority of a person of unquestionable veracity, who made 
it his particular business to procure a just information) ac- 
cording to the following account: There is a very tall kind 
of grass growing in the country where the nitre is produced, 
which being burnt customarily in the autumn, forms beds 
of very large extent, covered with such salts and earths, 
resulting from the incineration, as the most proper matrices 
for the formation of the nitre. These lying all the winter 
on the sides of hills, exposed to the winds, consequently 
collect the nitrous spirits from the air, in the same manner 
as when spread by art with that intent, and produce great 
quantities of nitre. After this, a rainy season ensues, where 
the solution, partly absorbed by the earth, and partly flow- 
ing above it. is exposed to the heat of the sun; that makes 
an evaporation of the humidity, and leaves the salt in a dry 
state, either commixed with the earth, or on the surface of 
it, and this is sometimes artificially, by turning the rills of 
water, as they descend from the higher grounds, by proper 
tanks, into places where the absorption of it by the ground 
is prevented; and where, therefore, the fluid, drying away 
by insolution, produces a strong solution of the nitre, which 
being taken out and purified in that state, is afterwards re- 
duced to a crystalline form by evaporation." 

Upon the whole of what has been said, if it is intended 
to have a work established, may appoint trustees ; and I, 
for an adequate consideration, by way of superintendency, 
am willing, to the best of my abilities, to construct and 
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manage the same. Winter is close at hand, yet consider- 
able might be done, and is certainly the best season to 
give the change. 

I am, Gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

Benjamin Baker. 

To Messrs. Yates, Glen, and Silvester. 



SILAS MARSH TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Amenia, Dutchess County, N. Y., October 95, 1 775. 

Gentlemen: You will observe, by my return of a for- 
mer paper of this kind, or one returned by Roswell Hop- 
kins, that Joel Harvey was returned on the back thereof, 
and Mr. Morse not returned at all, by reason the paper 
was never presented to him. Harvey since behaves like 
a true friend, and desires he may be entered among the 
faithful, and be entitled to their privileges ; which desire 
he may. 

I am your very humble servant, Silas Marsh. 

Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq. 

Persuaded that the salvation of the rights and liberties 
of America depend, under God, on the firm union of its 
inhabitants in a vigorous prosecution of the measures neces- 
sary for its safety, and convinced of the necessity of pre- 
venting the anarchy and confusion that attend the dissolu- 
tion of the powers of Government, we, the freeholders 
and inhabitants of Dutchess County, and Province of New- 
York, being greatly alarmed at the avowed designs of the 
Ministry to raise a revenue in America, and shocked by 
the bloody scenes now acting in the Massachusetts-Bay, 
do, in the most solemn manner, resolve never to become 
slaves, and do associate, under all the ties of religion, hon- 
our, and love to our Country, to adopt, and endeavour to 
carry into execution, whatever measures may be recom- 
mended by the Continental Congress, or resolved upon by 
our Provincial Convention, for the purpose of preserving 
our Constitution, and opposing the execution of the several 
arbitrary and oppressive acts of the British Parliament, 
until a reconciliation between Great Britain and America, 
on constitutional principles, which we most ardently de- 
sire, can be obtained; and that we will in all things follow 
the advice of our General Committee respecting the pur- 
poses aforesaid, the preservation of peace and good order, 
and the safety of individuals and private property. 

Josiah Morse, 
Joel Harvey, Jun. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, October 25, 1775. 

Sir: Captain Whipple returned here from his voyage 
to Bermuda on Friday last. He had received authentick 
intelligence of the arrival of the packet at New-York, be- 
fore the first time limited for his cruise was expired, and 
immediately sailed for Bermuda. He had light flattering 
winds for several days, and when near the island met with 
a violent gale, which drove him three or four degrees to 
the southward, and occasioned his having a long passage. 
He put in at the west end of the island, where the inhabi- 
tants, taking him to be an armed vessel belonging to the 
King, were thrown into the utmost confusion, and the wo- 
men and children fled into the country; but upon showing 
his commission and instructions, were satisfied, and treated 
him with great cordiality and friendship. They informed 
him that, upon the powder's being removed, the Govern- 
our had given General Gage an account of the part they 
had taken in the transaction, who had despatched a sloop 
of war and a transport of six hundred tons to take all the 
provisions sent to the island, (they then lay at George- 
town^ and treated the islanders as Rebels. Captain Whip- 
ple had five of the King's Council on board his sloop, who 
all assured him that the inhabitants were hearty friends to 
the American cause, and heartily disposed to serve it. As 
the assistance they gave in the removal of the powder 
hath made them obnoxious to the enemy, and reduced 
them to a disagreeable situation, I think they ought to be 
treated with every mark of friendship. 1 submit to your 
Excellency the propriety of your representing their case 
to the Continental Congress, and recommending them to 



favour. We are fitting out Captain Whipple for a cruise 
to the eastward with all possible expedition; which I hope 
will prove more fortunate than his last. 

1 am, with acknowledgment of the polite treatment I 
received from you at Cambridge, and with great respect, 
Sir, your humble and most obedient servant, 

Nicholas Cooke. 
General Washington. 

P. S. I enclose your address to the inhabitants of Ber- 
muda. 

COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO COLONEL GLOVER AND STE- 
PHEN MOYLAN, ESQ.. 

Hoad.Quartcrs, October 95, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your favour of blank date came safe to 
hand. We are much pleased that Captains Broughton 
and Selman are sailed, not only on account of their proba- 
bly meeting with greater success in their destination, but 
on that of a piece of intelligence we lately had from Bos- 
ton, viz : that a transport with twelve hundred barrels of 
powder on board, without a convoy or force, has been miss- 
ing some time, and they expect has fallen into our hands. 
Captain Coit, with his Company, marched to Plymouth 
yesterday. We expect they will be out by Friday some- 
time. There will be a large schooner, carrying ten car- 
riage-guns, fitted out there by Sunday. I have given them 
the signals. Captain Adams was with me to-night. I 
hope to get him and his men off by Friday morning. En- 
closed you have the instructions for the agents, signed by 
the General, which you will please to send to each of them 
nominated that way. They are exactly the same as 
those sent to Plymouth. I have given yesterday to Cap- 
tain Glover orders for the things mentioned in your letters, 
which I hope he will procure, as I have not time to go 
after them myself. Transports arrive every day. We 
would wish you to apprize Captain Manly and Captain 
Adams of their preserving a good understanding with each 
other, and settling their signals, &c. As Adams is well 
acquainted with the coast farther eastward than Cape Ann, 
it may, perhaps, not be amiss for him to go there. I shall 
direct him to advise with you on this and other subjects ; 
and am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

Joseph Reed, Secretary. 

To Colonel Glover and Stephen Moylan, Esq., at Salem 
or Marblehead. 

P. S. We think you had best fix the Commissaries with 
the agents, and so make the instruction conformable where 
you are, and to those at a distance make them refer to these 
others, which will put all on a footing. It will be best to 
put any agreements in writing. 



MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read November 16, 1775.] 

Watertovvn, October 25, 1775. 

May it please your Honours : You have here en- 
closed nearly the amount of our disbursements, which have 
been paid by our Treasurer, before the 5th instant, for the 
support of the Army stationed in this Colony, and for pro- 
viding necessaries to enable them to make a proper stand 
against the Ministerial forces. 

The hurry with which we have been driven, the per- 
plexities which have attended the sudden collection of an 
army, and the multiplicity of business which naturally 
arises, by attending to their various wants, together with a 
due attention to the distresses of our suffering friends in 
and about Boston, have prevented our perfecting such an 
account as your Honours might expect. But as soon as a 
settlement can be made with our several Committees, and 
our accounts adjusted, which are daily coming before us, 
we hope to be able to transmit to your Honours such an 
account as will appear satisfactory and reasonable. In the 
mean time, as the sum on the paper enclosed arises only 
from the purchasing articles absolutely necessary for sup- 
port of the Continental cause, about ten thousand Pounds 
whereof is for provisions and other articles in store, before 
the arrangement of the American Army, which have been 
and are daily delivering to the Continental Commissary 
and Quartermaster-General, we trust you will be induced 
to grant us the same or such other sum, to supply our 
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pressing necessities, as to your Honours may appear fit 
and reasonable. It is proposed that we should pay up the 
troops raised by this Colony to the 1st of August, (as will 
appear by a copy of General Washington's letter, herewith 
transmitted ;) which business we shall attend to, as soon as 
the pay-rolls are laid before us. We have paid the non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers of this Colony only 
forty shillings each, which is included in the within ac- 
count ; and, as most of them have been in camp since the 
19th of April last, we imagine that the balance of the said 
pay-rolls will amount to the sum of sixty-five thousand six 
hundred and eighty Pounds. Agreeable to the terms of 
enlistment, each non-commissioned officer and private sol- 
dier raised in this Colony was to have one coat given him; 
many of these coats have already been delivered, and the 
expense of the whole will, we presume, amount to the sum 
of sixteen thousand two hundred and twenty Pounds, at the 
least. We have also already before us accounts from sev- 
eral Towns, of powder supplied to the Army, to the amount 
of one hundred and seventy-four and a quarter barrels. We 
would further inform your Honours that we have raised in 
this Colony two thousand and eighty men, officers included, 
and stationed them on those parts of our sea-coasts which 
were most exposed to the depredations of the enemy. We 
judged this step absolutely necessary, in order to prevent 
our enemies from supplying themselves with provisions and 
other necessaries. Their vessels of war made several at- 
tempts on the most naked and defenceless places, on the 
sea-coasts of this Colony, whose situation exposed them 
beyond that of our neighbours: but although their attempts 
were bravely opposed, we know the inhabitants of those 
places had not sufficient force within themselves to repel 
all such invaders. It was, therefore, of the utmost im- 
portance to send them such additional forces as might 
enable them effectually to cut off all supplies of provisions, 
wood, he, from the Ministerial Army in Boston, as well 
as to secure themselves against the vengeance that might 
be expected from the rage of a disappointed enemy, and 
under which those unfortunate people are now suffering in 
a shocking degree. To these forces we have paid the sum 
of four thousand eighty-three Pounds eight Shillings. A 
measure so necessary and so essential to the service of the 
common cause, we are persuaded, will meet with the ap- 
probation and support of the Congress; and we trust your 
Honours will consider the above expenses, in connection 
with the within account, and make such grants as you may 
judge fit and reasonable. We have exhibited no account 
of moneys advanced in removing and supporting the in- 
habitants of the Town of Boston. The distresses of those 
persons who have virtuously sacrificed not only their con- 
veniences, but necessaries of life, to save their Country, 
so much deserves the compassion of this Continent, that 
we shall, as soon as may be, beg leave, in pursuance of a 
resolution of the late honourable Continental Congress 
respecting them, to lay an account of our disbursements 
thereon before you, for consideration. 

In the name and by order of the Great and General 
Court of the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay : 

Perez Morton, Deputy Sec'y. 



Copy of a Letter from his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, to a Committee of the Board. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, August 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have considered the papers you left 
with me yesterday. Those of them which relate to Jones 
show him to be a most malignant and inveterate enemy 
to his Country, and as such I trust he will meet with his 
deserts; but I have such various and important matters 
requiring my constant attention, that I must beg leave to 
refer him, and all others under similar circumstances, to 
the authority of the Province, both for safe custody and 
punishment. 

The payment of the troops is of such indispensable 
necessity, that I must endeavour to use the powers com- 
mitted to me by the honourable Congress, so as to remove 
this cause of complaint. I purpose to direct the new Pay- 
master to commence his payments from the 1st of August, 
and hereafter continue them monthly. I have considered 
that there are few, if any men, who have not served two 
months, and though some have received their advance 



twice, it cannot be supposed there are many who have had 
more. The two months' service will then be set against 
the double advance: and if a strict scrutiny is immediately 
made, which I would recommend, the accounts may be 
settled to that time, the delinquents probably be detected, 
and, in the end, justice done both to the Province and the 
men. 

If any embezzlements have been made by the officers, 
they will stand accountable to the publick ; but, at all 
events, the soldiers are entitled to and must have their 
pay, if any service is expected from them. The shirts, 
shoes, stockings, and breeches, provided by the Province, 
can be taken on the Continental account ; but, I appre- 
hend, there will not be the same necessity to provide coats, 
the Continental Congress having ordered hunting-shirts as 
an outside dress, under which a warm waistcoat will be 
cheaper and more convenient. 

As to the expedition proposed against Nova-Scotia, by 
the people of Machias, I cannot but applaud their spirit 
and zeal ; but, after considering the reasons offered for it, 
several objections occur, which seem to be unanswerable. 
I apprehend such an enterprise inconsistent with the gen- 
eral principle upon which the United Colonies have pro- 
ceeded. It is true, that Province has not acceded to 
the measures of the Congress, and they have therefore 
been excluded from all commercial intercourse with the 
other Colonies ; but they have not commenced hostilities 
against them, nor are any to be apprehended. To attack 
them, therefore, is a step of conquest rather than defence, 
and may be attended with very dangerous consequences. 

It might, perhaps, be easy with the force proposed to 
make an incursion into the Province, to overawe those of 
the inhabitants who are inimical to our cause, and for a 
short time prevent their supplying the enemy with provi- 
sions; but the same force must continue, to produce any 
lasting effects. 

As to the furnishing vessels of any force, you, gentle- 
men, will anticipate me, in pointing out our weakness and 
the enemy's strength. There would be great danger that, 
with the best preparation we could make, they would fall 
an easy prey, either to the men of war on that station, or 
some who would be detached from Boston. I have been 
thus particular, to satisfy any gentlemen of the Court who 
incline to adopt the measure. I could offer many other 
reasons against it, some of which, I doubt not, will suggest 
themselves to the honourable Board; but it is unnecessary 
to enumerate them, when our situation, as to the ammuni- 
tion, absolutely forbids our sending a single ounce out of 
the camp at present. 

I am, with great respect and regard, Gentlemen, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

Geokge Washington. 



To the Honourable the Continental Congress, now silting 
at Philadelphia : 
The Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay beg leave to lay 
before your Honours the following disbursements made by 
said Colony, in defence of American liberty, for considera- 
tion and allowance : 

The Committee of Supplies' Drafts on £ s. d. 
the Colony Treasurer, amounting to - 87,093 19 4 

The Provincial Congress's Drafts on ditto, 1,292 10 

The Committee of Safety's Drafts, " - 140 

The Committee for procuring Fire- Arms' 

Drafts on ditto, 1,635 3 9 

The Committee of Clothing's Drafts on 

ditto, - _ 1,270 4 . 4 

The Provincial Congress's Drafts on ditto, 
in favour of several Muster and Pay- 
masters of the Army, 27,016 

The Honourable Council's Drafts on ditto, 

to 5th October, instant, 14,603 

Total, - £133,055 8 3 

Watortown, October 5, 1775. 

This certifies that the foregoing drafts, amounting to the 

sum of £133,055 8s. 3d., lawful money, have been paid 

by me, out of the Colony Treasury, exclusive of the drafts 

made for the payment of troops on the sea-coasts, the sup- 
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port of civil Government, and other contingent charges, 
and of sundry other drafts of the above Committees, &,c, 
which have not been presented for payment. 

Henry Gardner, Treasurer. 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress, now sitting 
at Philadelphia. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM QUEBECK, DATED OCTOBER 

25, 1775. 
A good many of the Rebels have deserted and enlisted 
in Colonel McLean's Highlanders, and about one hundred 
and fifty of them have deserted to Major Preston in Fort St. 
John's. That fort begins to be short of provisions, and 
is blocked up by the main body of the Rebels, consisting 
of near two thousand men. General Carleton, with a 
party of seven hundred men, is by this time marched to 
their relief, and Colonel McLean is gone for the same pur- 
pose, by another route, with three hundred and fifty men. 
They intend to attack the Rebels in their intrenchments, 
and at the same time Major Preston is to sally out with 
his garrison from the fort. If the Rebels are beat, the fort 
will be supplied with provisions for the winter ; if not, 
they will make the best retreat they can to Montreal. We 
have here a man of war's snow and an armed brig belong- 
ing to the navy, under the command of a Lieutenant, and 
three or four armed vessels with about three hundred sea- 
men on board, taken up by General Carleton, and we hear 
there is another man of war on her passage in the river. 
There are several passengers going for England in the 
ships that are now sailing from here. Some of them will 
give very unfavourable accounts of our situation ; but you 
need not give much credit to what they say, for their tale 
will be suggested by their fears. Walker has been taken 
up, by order of General Carleton, for corresponding with 
the Rebels, and spiriting up the Canadians to take up arms 
against Government. He is in irons on board the Gaspee, 
armed vessel, together with the New-England Colonel 
Allen, Major Hezen, and Captain Turner. 



EXTRACT OF ANOTHER LETTER FROM QUEBECK, DATED 
OCTOBER 25, 1775. 

Amongst the many groundless reports which were daily 
spread about in the Province during the last spring and 
summer, there have been several relating to Mr. Walker, 
of Montreal. The friends of the Quebeck Bill were so ex- 
asperated against him for his spirited conduct on the Com- 
mittee that drew up the petitions to Parliament against it, 
that they began to plan his ruin. When the Congress 
sent their first address to the Canadians, and Mr. dishing, 
(an old and particular acquaintance of Mr. Walker's, when 
he resided at Boston?) sent him a packet of them, printed 
in French, to distribute, Mr. Walker made no secret of 
his having received this packet, as we had long before 
received that address in the newspapers, and translated 
copies of it had been handed about the Country by the 
French themselves. However, Rouville and Cugnet took 
occasion from it to tell the Governour in publick, at his 
table, that Mr. Walker corresponded with the Congress ; 
and when that shameful insult, of which I sent you an 
account, was offered to His Majesty's marble bust at Mon- 
treal, on the day on which the Quebeck Act took place, 
mention was again made of Mr. Walker by his enemies, 
as having a concern in that odious business. But fortu- 
nately (if 1 can with propriety say so) for him in that 
matter, he was at that time, and had been for some days 
before, very ill with the rheumatism, under the care of 
Doctor Beaumont. One day Rouville got into a dispute 
with him and others in the market in Montreal. What the 
dispute began upon, is not material, but Rouville would 
support this position, Que le roi est maitre, that is, that 
the King is master, or that his will must always be com- 
plied with. Mr. Walker said, very coolly, "that with 
regard to Monsieur de Rouville it might be so, as he eat 
of His Majesty's bread ; but," said he, " I deny that the 
King is my master. 1 respect him as my lawful Sover- 
eign and King, and am ready to pay due obedience to his 
lawful commands; but I cannot acknowledge him for my 
master while I live by my own industry. When I receive 
pay from him, I will acknowledge him for my master." 

Fourth SERtES.— Vol. hi. 7 



Rouville immediately wrote to the Governour an account 
of this conversation, and added, that he had made no 
reply to Mr. Walker; and in a few days he received an 
answer from the Governour, which he showed to several 
persons at Montreal, in which the Governour commends 
his prudence, and promises not to forget him. And accord- 
ingly he was soon after named for one of the Judges of 
Montreal, to the great surprise and astonishment of all the 
French inhabitants, who had conceived an ill opinion and 
a strong dislike of him, from his behaviour in the office of 
a Judge, of some kind or other, many years ago in the 
time of the French Government. This Mr. Rouville is 
remarkable for taking every opportunity (as he speaks 
a little English) to throw himself in the way of the En- 
glish inhabitants of Montreal, in order to pick up what 
tales he can, to send them up to the Governour ; and this 
has been so well known to be his practice, that many per- 
sons have amused themselves with leading him into mis- 
takes, by opening their letters in his presence at the post- 
office, (where he was always sure to be,) and mentioning 
things as if they read them in the letters, and of which not 
a word was said in them. And it was while Mr. Rouville 
was thus upon the hunt for private anecdotes amongst the 
English inhabitants of Montreal, that Mr. Walker fell into 
the above dispute with him. This dispute, together with 
many invectives from some of the military gentlemen, who 
were particularly severe, and gave themselves many airs, 
styling the members of our Committee that prepared the 
petitions to Parliament, Rebels, and construing our dislike 
of the Quebeck Bill into a spirit of opposition to Govern- 
ment, and declaring that they hoped every moment to re- 
ceive orders to take us up ; I say the conversations of this 
kind, which were frequently heard, (though chiefly indeed 
among the young and inconsiderate,) yet had so ugly an 
appearance, and so bad a tendency, that they determined 
Mr. Walker, in the month of May, to go to his country house 
at Assumption, to the pot-ash works which he had erected 
there, and amuse himself with those, and with his farm, 
merely for the sake of being out of the way of such con- 
versations, and out of the reach of the calumny of his 
enemies. But all would not do; for it would be impossi- 
ble in the space of a letter to relate the many artful reports 
that have been spread to set his fellow-citizens against 
him, that he might with the greater ease be made a sacri- 
fice to their resentment. One time, it was reported that 
packets of letters to him and others had been intercepted, 
which were answers to letters wrote by him ; at another 
that letters from him had been taken ; then, that two Ca- 
nadians were taken up and in prison, who had brought 
letters for him from the southward ; then, that he had been 
over the river with the Provincials. Once, it was asserted 
here that he and two other persons were taken up and im- 
prisoned, and that three more persons at Quebeck were 
soon to be so ; then, it was said that he had quitted the 
Province, and, afterwards, that he was fortifying himself. 
Mr. John Bondfield, having business up the country, call- 
ed on him at Assumption, and mentioning these reports, 
and that we had publickly contradicted them at Quebeck, 
it was the first time he had heard of them ; for he had not 
been easier or quieter for a long while, as he saw nobody 
but his own people, and amused himself on his farm, and 
with reading. But as things grew worse and worse, and 
our military preparations went on with vigour, (so that those 
who did not carry fire and sword in words and actions were 
suspected of favouring the Provincials,) nothing was talked 
of but parties of men to take up people ; and on these occa- 
sions Mr. Walker's name was always uppermost. And at 
last, on the 7th of October, the postman brought the 
news, that just as he left Montreal, Mr. Walker had been 
brought in there a prisoner ; that General Carleton had 
sent out in the night, with the greatest secrecy, an officer 
and thirty soldiers from Montreal, who were to receive 
their orders on their arrival at a certain place ; and that 
these orders were to take him and bring him to Town, (as 
the officer said,) dead or alive. They accordingly sur- 
rounded his house just about daybreak, and summoned 
him to surrender; on which he flew to his arms, choosing 
rather the loss of life than to suffer what he thought he 
might expect from the soldiery, when employed on such an 
errand, in such troublesome times as these. He defended 
himself a long while with great courage, and wounded 
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the officer, and a soldier or two. At last, finding they 
could not get at him, they set fire to the house, and then 
he, with Mrs. Walker, were obliged to make their escape 
from the flames, out of a garret window, naked ; and thus 
he fell into the soldiers' hands, who then, it is said, fell 
upon him and beat him unmercifully. They carried him 
in a batteau to Montreal, where he was immediately put 
into very heavy irons, and no candle, or pen, ink, and 
paper, 'were allowed him. Mr. John Porteous was per- 
mitted to see him, being a correspondent of Mr. John 
Strettel, of London, who is also Mr. Walker's friend and 
correspondent ; and he obtained a candle for him to read 
by. The postman who brought the first news, said that 
the Canadians v/ho were taken in the action near Mon- 
treal, on the 25th of September, against Allen's and Jerry 
Duggan's party, when they were examined concerning 
the reasons of their enterprise, and were asked how they 
could think to tajce Montreal with so small a body of men, 
had replied, " that Duggan had assured them that all the 
Canadians were in his interest; that they had doubtless 
heard of Mr. Walker; and that he was to join them with 
four or five hundred men." Now, Duggan might artfully 
have, said all. this to the Canadians, without any founda- 
tion whatsoever, in order to encourage them, and keep up 
their spirits. But, be that as it may, not a syllable trans- 
pired, nor could any thing be learned concerning the grounds 
on, Which such a step was taken, from that day until two 
days ago, when a gentleman in the service of Government 
was heard to... say he had full evidence enough to convict 
him, and to mention at the same time the deposition of 
Mr. Walker's own negro wench, who swears that a Cap- 
tain of the Provincials dined with Mr. Walker, the day 
before .the .action, near Montreal, and relates sorne of the 
conversation' that then passed at table. Others say there 
is certain proof that he had a number of Canadians ready 
to join the Provincials. But this I never will believe until 
I see it proved by good undoubted testimony; for had that 
been, the case, nothing could have prevented their suc- 
ceeding. And as to that Provincial Captain's having been 
at Mr. Walker's on jhe day before the action, as is said, it 
seem? to rne, that if that report is true, it affords a strong 
proof in Mr, Walker's favour, that, instead of complying 
with the Captain's request to join him with the Canadians 
under his influence, (for that we must suppose to have 
been the Captain's errand,) he disapproved and declined 
the proposal. 

A worthy and very sensible gentleman of this place, 
(Quebeck,) who has been for some time past at Montreal, 
and returned from thence since Mr. Walker was taken up, 
cannot give the least credit to any one of the reports that 
are circulated there to his prejudice ; nor can he, for his 
life, imagine on what grounds the Governour goes on in 
this violent prosecution of him. His loss must be very 
great by the burning of his house, store, potash, books, 
&c, besides the cruel, ignominious treatment of him, 
rarely executed on felons until convicted. 



OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ADVICES FROM AMERICA. 
Secretary of State's Office, Whitehall, December 16, 1775. 

By the last advices received from Quebeck, of the 26th 
of October, it appears that General Carleton, who was 
then at JWontreal, had formed a considerable corps of Ca- 
nadians, and English; that he, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
McLean, who commanded another corps on Sorel River, 
were preparing to proceed by separate routes to the relief 
of St. John's, which had been for some time invested by 
the Rebels, without their being able to make any impres- 
sion upon it; and that there was the greatest probability 
that the Country would be soon cleared of those invaders, 
whose force was considerably diminished by sickness and 
desertion, and in great want of necessary supplies. 

Thereare no advices from Boston later than the 12th of 
October, when General Gage left it invested as before by 
the Rebel Army, which had, however, attempted nothing 
since the affair of Bunker's Hill. 

The Earl of Dimmore, Governour of Virginia y acquaints 
the Secretary of State, in a letter dated the 22d of Octo- 
ber, on board the Ship William, off Norfolk, that on the 
15th his Lordship had landed, with a party of between 
seventy and eighty men, in the neighbourhood of the Town 



of Norfolk, and destroyed seventeen pieces of ordnance, 
and brought off two more, which had been carried away from 
that Town by the Rebels, and concealed in the country; 
that on the 17th he had landed again, at about eight miles 
from the Town, and marched between two and three miles 
into the country, where about two hundred shirt-men were 
collected to oppose him, but who fled into the woods upon 
the appearance of the party, leaving behind them some 
small arms and ammunition, which his Lordship carried 
off; that on the 19th he had again landed, and destroyed 
ten guns and brought off six, at a distance of two miles 
from the coast, and on the 20th brought off six more ; and 
on the 21st, the day before his Lordship's letter is dated, 
he had landed again, and brought off ten guns, and two 
cohorns, and about sixty small arms, and a great quantity 
of ball of different sizes ; and his Lordship imagines there 
are not any military stores remaining in the possession of 
the Rebels in that part of the Province. In these several 
landings his Lordship made seven prisoners, among whom 
is one Robinson, a Deputy to the Provincial Convention, 
and one Matthews, a Captain of the Minute-Men. 



ADDRESS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. 

Address of the Chancellor, Masters, and Scholars of the 
University of Oxford, in full convocation assembled, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by the Right Honourable Frederick 
Lord North, their Chancellor. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and faithful subjects, the 
Chancellor, Masters, and Scholars of the University of 
Oxford, in full convocation assembled, humbly presume 
to express, at this alarming juncture, the genuine senti- 
ments of that unfeigned duty, affection, and gratitude, 
which we owe to your royal person, under whose mild and 
auspicious Government the blessings of peace have been 
derived to these Nations ; the spirit of commerce diffused ; 
the cultivation of the liberal arts promoted and rewarded ; 
and the civil and religious rights of all your Majesty's 
subjects protected, maintained, and confirmed. 

We are truly sensible that the continuance of these 
blessings, and the preservation of these invaluable rights, 
essentially depend, under God, upon the safety of your 
Majesty's person, the dignity of your crown, and the au- 
thority of the laws over every part of your Majesty's 
Dominions; in the due and vigorous execution of which 
true liberty consists, and by which alone it can be sup- 
ported. 

Impressed with these sentiments, we think ourselves 
obliged, by every principle of conscientious duty to our 
King, by every motive of love and affection to our Coun- 
try, to declare our utter abhorrence of those base artifices 
and seditious proceedings, by which sorne of your Majes- 
ty's American subjects have been tempted to violate the 
laws, to resist the authority, and at length to rebel against 
the sovereignty of the British Legislature. 

We have observed, with deep concern, the pernicious 
tendency of that profligate licentiousness, by which every 
part of the legislative power has of late been insulted and 
reviled. We have lamented that the liberty of the press, 
the distinguished privilege of British subjects, has been 
prostituted to sedition, and most grossly abused by a fac- 
tion which has openly countenanced rebellion, unawed and 
unrestrained by the wholesome severity of those laws, which 
alone can protect and give vigour to a free Constitution. 

We have lamented that the illegal associations of men, 
whose hopes are founded in the calamities of their Coun- 
try, should prevail to give confidence to disobedience and 
sanction to rebellion. 

We now deplore the miseries into which our deluded 
fellow-subjects in America have been by these seducine 
arts betrayed ; plunged, as they are, in all the horrours of a 
civil war, unnaturally commenced against the State which 
gave them birth and protection. 

The magnanimity and lenity of your Majesty's disposi- 
tion, already so eminently conspicuous, give us just confi- 
dence to hope, that when by the vigour of your Majesty's 
counsels, and the valour of your arms, aided by the favour 
and protection of Divine Providence, your rebellious sub- 
jects shall be reduced under the power they have thus 
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wantonly provoked, the royal mercy will be displayed in 
the pardon of a people who have forfeited their lives and 
fortunes to the justice of the State ; and that the protec- 
tion of the British Legislature, under such form and re- 
strictions, as the wisdom of Parliament shall think fit to 
prescribe, will again be extended to the Colonics, when 
they shall have learned to revere it. 

Given at our house of Convocation, this twenty-sixth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF BRIDGEWATER. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, Capital Burgesses, 
and Inhabitants of the Borough of Bridgewater, in the 
County of Somerset, presented to His Majesty by the 
Honourable Anne Poulett, and Benjamin Allen, Esq., 
their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, Capital 
Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Borough of Bridge- 
water, in the County of Somerset. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Capital Burgesses, and Inhabitants of 
the Borough of Bridgewater, beg leave to approach your 
Majesty with our unfeigned assurances of the most invio- 
lable attachment to your Majesty's person and Govern- 
ment. 

Anxious for the glory of your Majesty's reign, and for 
the prosperity of every part of this widely extended Em- 
pire, we observe, with the deepest concern and apprehen- 
sion, the progress of the present dangerous and alarming 
troubles in America. 

We therefore most humbly implore your Majesty gra- 
ciously to permit us to express our most fervent hopes, 
that the wisdom of your Majesty's counsels may point out 
and effect some happy plan of conciliation, which may 
restore peace and confidence in your Majesty's Govern- 
ment, to your misguided American subjects, and which, 
without impairing the supreme legislative authority of this 
Country over any part of the British Empire, may con- 
tinue and perpetuate to your Majesty's Colonies in Ame- 
rica, on a proper and constitutional basis, the enjoyment of 
the rights and privileges of a free people. 

That your Majesty's reign may be long and glorious, 
over a loyal and united people, is our constant and most 
earnest prayer. 

ADDRESS OF THE OFFICERS OF THE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
MrLlTIA. 

Address of the Officers of the Northamptonshire Militia, 
transmitted to the Earl of Rochford, one of His Majesty's 
principal Secretaries of State, and presented to His Ma- 
jesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Officers of the Northamp- 
tonshire Militia. 
May it please your Majesty : 

We, the Officers of the Militia now assembled for the 
County of Northampton, humbly beg leave to give your 
Majesty this assurance of our readiness to defend your 
royal person against all foreign and domestick enemies, 
and to support the legal authority of the Crown in pre- 
serving entire the matchless fabrick of the British Con 
stitution. 

Sussex, Colonel, Wm. Robinson, Capt. 

Clarke Adams, Lieut. Col. G. Hesilrige, Capt. 

T. C. Matjnsell, Major, John Steer, Lieut. 

Richard Kent, Captain, John Hope, Lieut. 

Wenman Samwel, Captain, 
Northampton, October 26, 1775. 



address of the gentlemen, etc., of the town of 

DUNDEE. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, Manu- 
facturers, Incorporated Trades, and principal Inhabitants 
of the Town of Dundee, transmitted to the Earl of Suf- 



folk, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, 
and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, Manufacturers, Incorpo- 
rated Trades, and principal Inhabitants of the Town of 
Dundee, highly sensible of the happiness of our situation 
under your mild and most gracious Government, beg leave, 
in the most respectful manner, to address your Majesty 
with the utmost gratitude for the many blessings we enjoy. 
Zealous for the preservation of our most excellent Con- 
stitution, it is with pleasure and admiration we review the 
wisdom of your Councils, ever since your Majesty's acces- 
sion to the throne. 

Sensible that your Majesty's goodness reached the re- 
motest corner of this extended Empire, it raised our indig- 
nation and surprise when first we heard of the ungrateful 
conduct of many of our American subjects; we never 
could have thought that they so soon would have forgot 
the hand that saved them ; or that they, so lately at the 
expense of much blood and treasure, freed from the insults 
of a foreign power, and blessed with British freedom, 
would have dared to raise the standard of rebellion against 
your Government. 

We would still fondly hope that they would yet return 
to their duty, and spare the further effusion of blood. But 
should they still continue in their obstinacy, we hope more 
vigorous methods will be adopted and continued, until they 
shall appear sensible of their crimes, content with their just 
rights, and atone for their offences by their submission to 
the laws of this Kingdom. 

While we disapprove of the rebellious conduct of your 
Majesty's subjects in America, we are sorry to think, that 
even some of our own countrymen, by their practices, rather 
appear the aiders and abetters of their treason. These, 
notwithstanding their specious pretences, we consider as 
the enemies of their Country, and view their endeavours 
to raise disturbances amongst us with abhorrence. 

It is with pleasure we can assure your Majesty, that our 
trade hath as yet suffered nothing by the American ports 
being shut against us. 

We are happy under your Majesty's reign, and will most 
cheerfully, to the utmost of our power, exert ourselves, 
upon all occasions, to support the dignity of the crown 
and the true interest of Great Britain. 



VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Whereas Lord Dunmore, not contented with having in- 
volved the affairs of this Colony in extreme confusion, by 
withdrawing himself unnecessarily from the administration 
of Government, and exciting an insurrection of our slaves, 
hath lately, in conjunction with the officers of the Navy, 
proceeded to commence hostilities against His Majesty's 
peaceable subjects in the Town and neighbourhood of Nor- 
folk, captivated many, and seized the property of others, 
particularly slaves, who are detained from the owners; 
stopped all intercourse between the inhabitants of that Bo- 
rough and the other parts of the Colony, except by such 
as are inimical to the rights of America, by means of whom 
provisions are supplied to the Troops, and intelligence con- 
veyed to his Lordship of every material transaction, whilst 
none of his pernicious designs can transpire in the country 
until they are manifested by the execution of them. 

The Committee of Safety, in order to counteract, as far 
as they can, so unjustifiable partiality, have unanimously 
resolved that no person whatsoever shall be allowed to 
pass to or from the Borough of Norfolk, or Town of Ports- 
mouth, without a permit from the said Committee, or the 
Committee of the County or Corporation wherein such 
person resides, or from the commanding officer of one of 
the Regiments, or of a detachment therefrom, or from the 
commanding officer of a Company or detachment of Mi- 
nute-Men or Militia, in actual service at the time of such 
permit; and all Committees, and all officers, civil and mili- 
tary, and all other persons, friends to America, are desired 
to attend to this Resolution. 

By order of the Committee of Safety: 

John Pendleton, Jun., Clerk. 
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' • Williamsburgli, October 97, 1775. 

Let no Tory plume himself on Lord Dunmore's success 
at and in the neighbourhood of Norfolk. The situation 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth was very different from that of 
any other place in Virginia. The inhabitants were almost 
to a man merchants and mecbanicks, and a majority of 
them Scotchmen and rank Tories; the Towns full of slaves, 
ready for an insurrection at the beck of their leader ; two 
men of war always prepared to fire on them. The inhabi- 
tants had little or no ammunition, and were badly furnished 
with arms. It is true, there were some cannon, belonging 
to a few gentlemen who had fitted out privateers in the last 
war, but those were not mounted or furnished with car- 
tridges, and were therefore useless, and removed into the 
country. What, then, could be expected from a people 
whose whole property was at stake in their houses, and 
whose lives, were beset on all sides? An open and pow- 
erful enemy in full array of war before their Town, base 
and perfidious fellow-citizens surrounding them, and dan- 
gerous and deadly enemies in their very houses. But, with 
all these advantages, the great exploit of seizing the Print- 
ers was achieved when many of the most spirited gentle- 
men of Norfolk were out of Town ; and the soldiers stole 
away the cannon in the night, not daring to venture so far 
from their ships in the day. Emboldened by these suc- 
cesses, they have, indeed, ventured to march one hundred 
and twenty Regulars on their way to Kemp's Landing. But 
their intelligence was good ; they knew that there was no 
force to oppose them. There, indeed, they (unfortunately 
for our Country) surprised Mr. Matthews and a few other 
gentlemen. But let not our countrymen be the least dis- 
couraged at these things ; the brave Bostonians bore many 
insults before they chastised the insolence and insults of 
their oppressors at Lexington. I do not, in the least, sus- 
pect the courage of my countrymen. I know their cool 
intrepidity, and will affirm that no troops in the world are 
superiour to them in the use of their arms ; I mean not in 
the anticks of a parade, but in the true use of fire-arms; 
for, as marksmen, they are unequalled. Whenever an en- 
gagement happens, 1 make no doubt the list of killed and 
wounded will equal that of Bunker' s Hill. Lord Dunmore 
is well acquainted with the skill of our Riflemen, and the 
Shawanese have borne testimony of the coolness of their 
aim ; and he may be assured that there is not a man alive, 
of the three thousand whom he ordered out against the 
Indians last year, who is not impatient to attack him, and 
would not as willingly discharge their rifles at him, as at 
any Indian they ever engaged with. 

And now 1 have mentioned the Indian war, I cannot 
omit taking notice of the suspicion that has gone forth, that 
Lord Dunmore encouraged that war, and sent the Shawa- 
nese to attack Colonel Andrew Lewis ; for there were In- 
dians in the engagement, who left Lord Dunmore after 
their conference with him, and who returned to him after 
their defeat. It is said that the Indians have confessed 
this, and declare that they were directed by Lord Dunmore 
to attack Colonel Lewis ; and what must give credit to 
their charge is, that he marched with the troops, imme- 
diately under him, with less than a gill of powder a man. 
The direction of his march, and his behaviour on the news 
of the defeat, together with his endeavours to bring on a 
civil war with Pennsylvania, and his sending off the Indian 
hostages when he thought proper to feign a flight on board 
the Fowcy, are circumstances which confirm this suspicion. 
This was indeed such a refinement of treachery as is scarce- 
ly to be conceived but by the most cruel and bloody of all 
tyrants. But no one will be much surprised at it who is 
acquainted with Lord Dunmore's private character, or with 
the machinations of the present Ministry. To have cut 
off Colonel Lewis and his Army would have been a trifle 
to what was intended to follow. His Lordship could have 
patched up a peace with the Indians, after finding them 
sufficient for his purpose ; and having removed the great 
obstacle of their progress, (many brave Riflemen,) this 
summer he could Irave called them in to his assistance, 
laid waste our frontiers, butchering innocent women and 
children, and perhaps thousands of poor souls who are 
utterly unacquainted with and have had no share in the 
dispute with Great Britain. Nor was this perfidy greater 
than that of his employers, who encouraged the importa- 
tion of slaves, nay, almost forced them on us, and then 



called on them to revenge the wrongs we had done them 
by enslaving them, and promised their assistance to recover 
that liberty which they basely pretended they are wil- 
ling to indulge them with. Whoever considers the nature 
of this damnable plot, and the proofs we have that it was 
actually intended to have been executed, will not wonder 
at what has been said concerning Lord Dunmore's treachery 
to Colonel Lc ivis ; and the whole world must admire our 
patience and fortitude, and will applaud the stroke, when- 
ever struck, which shall completely chastise the insulting 
tyrants who had so diabolically plotted our ruin. 

But to return to my first observation, viz : that no Tory 
need plume himself on Lord Dunmore's success ; I will 
add, that this success has but served to increase that resent- 
ment which has been suppressed for some time past. The 
people had submitted themselves to the control °f the Con- 
vention ; they have left it to them to direct their fury, which 
is now ready to burst forth with redoublecLforce. There 
is now a good stock of powder in the Country, and an ex- 
cellent manufactory of that useful article established; and 
almost every man has a gun or rifle, and (except a few 
Tories) every man in the Country is determined never to 
submit. The people are removing their effects from the 
rivers, and bid defiance to our enemies. We have appealed 
to Heaven, and rely on the Lord of Hosts and King of 
Kings for protection. 

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for the County of Isle of Wight, 
on Thursday, the 26th day of October, 1775, present: 
John Scarsbrook Wills, Chairman, and thirteen Members: 

Mary Easson, of the said County, (on a suspicion of her 
being privy to certain intelligence being conveyed to his 
Excellency Lord Dunmore — a charge exhibited against 
divers persons in this County, by some person unknown,) 
being summoned, appeared before the said Committee, but 
refused to be sworn, or answer such questions as the Com- 
mittee might demand of her: and after behaving in a very 
insolent, scandalous, and indecent manner, departed with- 
out leave. 

It is therefore the opinion of this Committee, that the 
said Mary Easson holds principles inimical to the rights and 
liberties of North-America, and ought to be considered as 
an enemy to her Country, and that every person ought 
to break off all kinds of intercourse and connection with 
her. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Committee send a copy 
of the above to Messrs. John Dixon and fVilliam Hunter, 
and they are requested to insert the same in the Virginia 

Francis Young, Clerk. 



PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for Prince Edward County, at the 
Court-House, on Thursday, the 26th of October, 1775, 

The Committee took into their consideration the pro- 
ceedings of the late Colonial Convention, held at Rich- 
mond, July 17th, 1775, and, after mature deliberation on 
the same, came to the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Committee dotli entire- 
ly and heartily approve the Resolutions and Ordinances 
of the said Convention ; that they consider them as havino- 
the full force and power of a law, and as such ought to be 
equally binding and obligatory on all the good people of 
Virginia ; and that we will exert, from time to time, in 
our respective capacities, our true and unremitting endea- 
vours in carrying the same into full and complete execu- 
tion, according to the true sense and spirit thereof; and 
that we shall most certainly rank in the same class as our 
common and avowed enemy any person or persons who 
shall presume, willingly and intentionally, to infringe the 
same, or attempt to obstruct the free execution thereof, 
and, as such, they shall be sure of meeting our just resent- 
ment and indignation. 

Resolved, unanimously, That our cordial and unfeigned 
thanks are justly due to the worthy Delegates who com- 
posed the said Convention, for their honest zeal and attach- 
ment to the great American cause in general, and the 
interest of their constituents in particular, as manifested 
through their proceedings. 
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Ordered, That the Clerk transmit a copy of the above 
Resolutions to Mr. Purdie, and entreat him to publish the 
same as soon as convenient. 

John Nash, Jun., Chairman. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM ALEXANDRIA, (VIRGINIA,) 
DATED OCTOBER 26, 1775. 

The post from the southward brings advice that Lord 
Dunmore had sent a party of armed men into the Town 
of Norfolk, who had spiked seventeen pieces of cannon 
and taken two off. This was done in the face of day, and 
without any opposition ; indeed, none could be expected, as 
the principal people of that Town are Tories. His Lord- 
ship has also seized, dragged on board a man-of-war, and 
confined in irons, a certain Mr. Goodrich, who lived in the 
neighbourhood of Norfolk. This gentleman's crime is, 
that he suffered one of his vessels, a few days ago, to 
bring one hundred and fifty barrels of gunpowder, and 
land the same safely, without asking his Lordship's con- 
sent. We have also certain intelligence that Dunmore, a 
few days ago, with one hundred and forty men, landed 
about ten miles below Norfolk, at a place called Kemp's 
Landing, where he broke open a blacksmith's shop and 
destroyed about fifty muskets, which the smith had to re- 
pair, then pillaged a number of houses in the neighbour- 
hood, and look two officers and four privates, in the Minute 
service, prisoners. The object of this expedition was to 
intercept the powder abovementioned, but it had luckily 
been carried off some time before. His Lordship has lately 
received from Augustine a re-enforcement of two hundred 
men ; so that his whole corps is now supposed to consist of 
five hundred men. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE DELEGATES TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, October 26, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour, in Committee, of the 12th instant, is 
now before us, in answer to which, we say that General 
Washington had laid the affair of the flour ship before the 
Congress some days before your favour came to hand, but 
nothing has been concluded. 

We urged that the ship and her cargo belonged to the 
Colony, as she was taken by our men in Provincial pay, 
and not by Continental forces ; that we had suffered and 
were still suffering many losses by the taking of our ships 
inward and outward bound, and that before the taking of 
this flour ship. As soon as the matter is settled, shall in- 
form you. 

We are greatly rejoiced to hear that the batteries are in 
such readiness, as we have expected to hear that Ports- 
mouth was cannonaded. Captain George Hastings (who 
built a ship zlKennebunk last year, and loaded with masts 
at Portsmouth) is now here, having been cast away on the 
Jersey shore, in a transport from Boston, bound to New- 
York, with Captain Duncan Campbell and Lieutenant 
Symes, and a number of men, who were employed to enlist 
Scotchmen in the back parts of New- York, to re-enforce 
the Ministerial Army; they are all close prisoners, except 
Captain Hastings. A quantity of goods, &.c, is saved out 
of the ship. 

I saw Captain Hastings yesterday; and as I was ac- 
quainted with him, he wanted to inform that when he sailed 
from Boston, the 4th instant, Captain Mowat, (Scotchman,) 
with three armed transports, were almost ready to go to 
Portsmouth, for the purpose of burning the Town ; there- 
fore, for God's sake, be ye ready. 

You mention powder. There is a joint Committee for 
procuring that article, of which Mr. Langdon is one. Every 
precaution is taken for ample supplies ; but as the whole 
Continent is to be supplied, as well as the two Armies, it 
makes it uncertain when we can send you any. 

We beg leave here to suggest that the greatest attention 
should be paid to the use of powder; that no cannon be 
fired unless drove to the last extremity. 

We are sorry to see that you intended to emit more 
paper money; but as General Washington's requisition de- 
manded it, must be done. The House is now crowded 
with motions, otherwise should have moved for a grant of 
a certain sum to our Colony, which would have answered 
our purpose without emitting ; shall do it first opportunity, 
but fear the want of our accounts will prevent the grant. 



We some time since made a motion for the regulation 
of our civil Government, and this day a Committee was 
appointed to consider the motion and report thereon. 
Could have wished for a petition from our Congress, set- 
ting forth all the reasons, had been transmitted us, which 
would have helped the matter much. 

Committee has been appointed to collect the depreda- 
tions committed by the sons of tyranny through the Con- 
tinent, which you will hear from. 

We are, with respect, your most obedient servants, 

Josiah Bartlett, 
John Langdon. 
To William Whipple, Esquire. 

P. S. Enclosed is a Resolution of Congress respecting 
powder. 

TRYON C0U3TTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO SIR JOHN 
JOHNSON. 
Tryon County Committee Chamber, October 26, 1775. 

Honourable Sir : As we find particular reason to be 
convinced of your opinion in the questions hereafter ex- 
pressed, we request that you will oblige us with your sen- 
timents thereupon, in a few lines, by our Messengers, the 
bearers hereof, Messrs. Ebenezer Cox, James McMastcr, 
and John J. Clock, Members of our Committee. We 
wish to know whether you will allow the inhabitants 
of Johnstown and Kingsborough to form themselves into 
Companies, according to the regulations of our Continen- 
tal Congress, for the defence of our Country's cause; and 
whether your Honour would be ready himself to give his 
personal assistance to the same purpose ; also, whether 
you pretend a prerogative to our County Court-House and 
Jail, and would hinder or interrupt the Committee making 
use of the same to our want and service in the common 
cause. 

We do not doubt you will comply with our reasonable 
request, and thereby oblige, honourable Sir, your obedient 
and humble servants. By order of the Committee : 

Nicholas Herckheimer, Chairman. 
Hon. Sir John Johnson, Johnson Hall. 



JOHN SCHENCK, JTJNIOK, AND OTHERS, TO THE NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

Poughkecpsie, October 26, 1775. 

To the Honourable the Congress in and for the Colony of 
New- York : 

The officers of the Independent Company at Pough- 
keepsie, in Dutchess County, beg leave to remonstrate to 
the Congress — 

First. That it will appear, as well by the enclosed copy 
of the Articles of Association of said Company, as from 
the knowledge of some of the Members in Congress for 
Dutchess County, that this Company was established, 
agreeable to their articles, on the first day of August last, 
as an Independent Company, and that we never solicited 
commissions on any other establishment. 

Second. That by the rules and orders, &c, published 
by the Congress on the 22d of same month, in the first 
resolve contained in said orders it appears that all Inde- 
pendent Companies established in this Colony prior to that 
date were excepted out of said rules and orders, and to 
abide the association by them entered into. 

Third. That the commissions sent by the Congress em- 
body us as a Company of Minute-Men in Colonel Jacobus 
Swartivout's Regiment, contrary to the intent and meaning 
of our association, which is what our men wish to abide by. 

Fourth. That we conceive the articles subscribed by us 
and the soldiers of our Company bind us and them as 
firmly to defend the glorious cause of American liberty, as 
the rules and orders, &c, published by the Congress, pos- 
sibly can do. 

These matters we request the Congress would take into 
consideration, and favour us with their answer. If the 
association on which our Company is founded is permitted 
to stand good, we presume it will give great satisfaction to 
the Company; if not, we shall endeavour most conscien- 
tiously to do our duties, but doubt much whether we shall 
keep or be able to enlist, in this Precinct, a sufficient num- 
ber of men. Should the Congress determine in favour of 
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our association, commissions sent us for that purpose will 
be thankfully received, and we trust duly executed. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servants, to t 

' John Schenck, Jun., 

Peter Tappen, 
John Child. 
To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., President of the 
Honourable the Congress in and for the Colony of 
New- York, now sitting in the City of New-York. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga, October 26, 1775, 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Sir: I am favoured with an express from Gen. Mont- 
gomery. The fort and garrison at Chambly, in which Maj. 
Stopford, of the Royal Fusileers, commanded, has surren- 
dered to our troops. One hundred and twenty-four barrels 
of powder, and a considerable quantity of prepared ammu- 
nition, together with a quantity of provisions, have fallen 
into our hands. 

The reduction of St. John's seems of course; we have 
already sunk their best vessel of force. A party of ours, 
consisting of about five hundred, that were stationed at La 
Prairie, has been attacked, but the assailants were repulsed 
with some loss. I hope the success which attends and 
promises to attend the American arms will induce a misin- 
formed Ministry to adopt other measures to bring about a 
reconciliation. 

I am, Sir, with the most respectful sentiments, your and 
the Congress's most obedient and very humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., &c, &c. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticondcroga, October 26, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Al two, this afternoon, an express from 
General Montgomery arrived at this place. Copy of his 
letter, with copies of the papers it enclosed, I do myself 
"the honour to transmit your Excellency by express. The 
irresistible force of necessity having drove us to arms, suc- 
cess cannot be attended without pleasure; and therefore I 
congratulate your Excellency on the good account these 
papers contain. The reduction of Chambly will in all pro- 
bability be followed by that of St. John's, especially as 
General Montgomery has now a supply of powder, of which 
he stood in such need, that a very few days more would 
have expended bis all. 

I wrote your Excellency that I should not send on Gen. 
Wooster ; but, as his Regiment refused to go without him, 
I was obliged to suffer him to go. But, lest any detriment 
should accrue to the service, I thought it proper to write 
him a letter, of which enclose a copy, as also a copy of 
his answer, [dated October 19, 1775.] 

I am in hopes that the next accounts I receive will an- 
nounce the arrival of Col. Arnold (whose success seems 
now certain) and the reduction of St. John's. I have re- 
quested General Montgomery to send me an express as 
soon as he receives any certain intelligence from Colonel 
Arnold. As I can easily conceive that your Excellency's 
anxiety must be extreme, I shall forward what intelligence 
I receive by express. 

The great dread I was in, lest we should suffer for pro- 
visions, induced me to have all brought up that could be 
got; and it was very lucky, as the late heavy rains have 
carried away almost all the bridges between Fort George 
and Albany, and rendered the roads impassable, in which 
state they will continue at least a week hence. 

I am, dear Sir, with the best wishes for your health, 
your happiness, and prosperity, your Excellency's most 



obedient humble servant, 
General Washington. 



Philip Schuyler. 



JAMES LIVINGSTON TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Fort Chambly, October 2G, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I am much concerned at your letter to Ma- 
jor Brown, of the 25th inst., from whence it would appear 
I was unworthy of a line from you. It is very likely that 
complaints have been made against me, by some of the 



Canadians. I detected two or three in cutting the sails 
belonging to the vessels at St. John's, and many other 
things belonging to the garrison here, and beat Maynard, 
who was the chief aggressor. I have since heard that Mr. 
Duggan promised them all the plunder in this garrison, 
before you sent me to Major Brown's assistance, and have 
reason to believe that Duggan and Maynard have joined 
in some damnable scheme to prepossess you against me. 
I must, therefore, insist upon a court-martial or a court of 
inquiry. If this is not granted, must beg leave to retire. 
I am not the least apprehensive but shall acquit myself 
with honour. This arises in a great measure from Dug- 
gan's jealousy, in my coming here by your particular 
desire. 

I am extremely surprised you should harbour in your 
breast any thing that may be prejudicial to my honour, 
without giving me an opportunity of defending myself, or 
letting me know the villanous authors thereof. I have 
sacrificed my all to assist and support the cause to the 
utmost of my power and abilities, and this is the grateful 
return for my services. As for the Canadians, I will 
venture to say, not one of them disapproves my conduct, 
except a few villanous thieves. It has been my constant 
study to please them. I believe the better sort of them 
will do me the justice to say so. 

General Carletm has just sent orders to the different 
Parishes, to proclaim a pardon for all those who will take 
up arms against you. Am greatly afraid some of them 
have accepted the above pardon, owing in a great measure 
to the length of the siege at St. John's. I shall use my 
best endeavours to keep up the spirit of the people on this 
river, even though should retire myself. 

I shall wait with impatience your answer; and believe 
me to be yours, &.c, James Livingston. 

To Brigadier-General Montgomery . 

P. S. Mr. Mondelet, a merchant on this river, will in- 
form you what number of people are at Sorel; and the 
sooner you send a force there the better. He is a particu- 
lar friend of ours, and may be of service in furnishing the 
party who go to Sorel with provisions, &tc. J. L. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MAJOR-GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 26, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Your several favours of the 12th and 14th 
instant came safely to hand, (though not in the proper 
order of time,) with their several enclosures. You do me 
justice in believing that I feel the utmost anxiety for your 
situation, that I sympathize with you in all your distresses, 
and shall most heartily share in the joy of your success. 
My anxiety extends itself to poor Arnold, whose fate de- 
pends upon the issue of your campaign. Besides your 
other difficulties, I fear you have those of the season added, 
which will increase every day. In the article of powder, 
we are in danger of suffering equally with you. Our dis- 
tresses on this subject are mutual ; but we hope they are 
short-lived, as every measure of relief has been pursued 
which human invention could suggest. 

When you write General Montgomery, be pleased to 
convey my best wishes and regards to him. It has been 
equally unfortunate for our Country and yourself, that your 
ill health has deprived the active part of your Army of 
your presence. God Almighty restore you, and crown 
you with happiness and success. 

Colonel Allen's misfortune will, I hope, teach a lesson 
of prudence and subordination to others who may be too 
ambitious to outshine their General Officers, and, regard- 
less of order and duty, rush into enterprises which have un- 
favourable effects to the publick, and are destructive to 
themselves. 

Doctor Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and Colonel Harrison, 
Delegates from the Congress, have been in the camp for 
several days, in order to settle the plan of continuing and 
supporting the Army. This commission extended to your 
department; but, upon consideration, it appeared so diffi- 
cult to form any rational plan, that nothing was done upon 
that head. If your time and health will admit, I should 
think it highly proper to turn your thoughts to this subject, 
and communicate the result to the Congress as early as 
possible. We have had no event of any consequence in 



1197 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sec., OCTOBER, If 15. 



Hire 



out camp for some time, our whole attention being taken 
up in preparation for the winter, and forming the new Army, 
in which many difficulties .occur. The enemy expect con- 
siderable re-enforcements this winter, and, from all ac- 
counts, are garrisoning Gibraltar and other places with 
foreign troops, in order to bring the former garrison to Ame- 
rica. The Ministry have begun the destruction of our sea- 
port Towns by burning a flourishing Town, of about three 
hundred houses, to the eastward, called Falmouth. This 
they effected with every circumstance of cruelty and bar- 
barity which revenge and malice could suggest. We expect 
every moment to hear other places have been attempted, 
and have been better prepared for their reception. 

The more I reflect upon the importance of your expe- 
dition, the greater is my concern lest it should sink under 
insuperable difficulties. I look upon the interests and sal- 
vation of our bleeding Country, in a great degree, to depend 
upon your success. I know you feel its importance, not 
only as connected with your pwn honour and happiness, 
but the publick welfare ; so that you can want no incite- 
ments to press on if it be possible. My anxiety suggests 
some doubts, which your better acquaintance with the 
country will enable you to remove. Would it not have 
been practicable to pass St. John's, leaving force enough 
for a blockade ; or, if you could not spare the men, passing 
it wholly, possessing yourselves of Montreal and the sur- 
rounding country? Would not St. John's have fallen of 
course, or what would have been the probable conse- 
quence? Believe me, dear General, I do not mean to 
imply the smallest doubt of the propriety of your opera- 
tions, or of those of Mr. Montgomery, for whom I have a 
great respect. I too well know the absurdity of judging 
upon a military operation, when you are without the know- 
ledge of its concomitant circumstances. I only mean it as 
a matter of curiosity, and to suggest to you my imperfect 
idea on the subject. 

I am, with the utmost truth and regard, dear Sir, your 
most obedient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 

To Major-General S:huyler, Northern Department. 



COLONEL JOSEPH HEED TO THE COMMITTEE OF HARTFORD, 
CONNECTICUT. 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 26, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Major French having persisted in his re- 
quest that the General should determine on the propriety 
of his wearing his sword while under parole, he has this 
day sent him his final answer. By his direction I now 
enclose you a copy thereof, and hope this dispute will now 
be finally settled, without giving the General or the Com- 
mittee any further trouble. 

I am, very respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obedient 

' Joseph Reed, Secretary. 

Thomas Seymour, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Hartford. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MAJOR FRENCH. 

Head-Quarters, October 25, 1775. 

Sir: I now sit down to give you a final answer to your 
application respecting your sword. Doctor Franklin con- 
firms what I before mentioned, that the privilege claimed 
was no part of the stipulation made at Philadelphia, but 
passed without discussion. Having made inquiry, I find 
the rule, with regard to the indulgence in question, is, that 
prisoners do not wear their swords. I therefore cannot 
approve of it, more especially as it gives such general dis- 
satisfaction to the good people of the Country. To your 
other request, of removing to some place where you can 
have the benefit of attending publick worship of the Church 
of England, I have not the least objection, provided the 
place is approved by Governour Trumbull, to whom, in 
this case, you will be pleased to apply. Your letters, Stc, 
have been all sent into Boston, and such as have been sent 
out forwarded. The Selectmen, at the instance of Colonel 
Robinson, have applied to have Mr. McDermott sent in, 
to which I have agreed, upon condition that a gentleman 
of Boston, most injuriously confined in jail, be permitted 
to come out; to which proposal I have yet received no 
answer. 



I wish you all the happiness consistent with your situa- 
tion ; and while the inhabitants of America treat you with 
humanity and kindness, I trust you will make a suitable 
return. It is not grateful to me to hear the respectable 
citizens of any Town treated with incivility or contempt. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To Major French. 

COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO MAJOR BENJAMIN TUPPER. 
Camp at Cambridge, October 26, 1775. 

Sir : The General thanks you for your care and dili- 
gence in the enterprise ; the success we are just now in- 
formed of. You will endeavour to get the vessels to Ply- 
mouth as soon as possible, where you will find Mr, Watson, 
who is agent for the Continent, and will advance you what 
moneys may be necessary for the satisfaction of those who 
have assisted you. The General will notice you himself, 
as it would be indelicate to leave that to yourself. You 
will then put our vessels and their cargoes in the hands 
of Mr. Watson, who will take care of them till further 
orders. 

We apprehend that with care and a good pilot you may 
get safe to Plymouth. Wishing you success, I remain, Sir, 
your very humble servant, 



To Major Benjamin Twpper. 



J. Reed, Secretary. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO WILLIAM WATSON, ESQ. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 26, 1775. 

Sir: Major Tapper will deliver you two vessels, late 
belonging to Tories in Boston, which are taken and de- 
tained by the General's orders, together with their cargoes 
and other property, of which the Major will give you an 
account. Such articles as are perishable, you will imme- 
diately dispose of to the best advantage, and take care of 
the vessels until further orders. If Major Twpper could 
immediately man the brig from Plymouth, and be equipped 
without loss of time, in sending backwards and forwards 
here for ammunition, the General would not object to his 
going out on a cruise with her for a month or six weeks ; 
but if it cannot be done in a few days, the season is too 
far advanced for this purpose. We suppose the vessels 
and cargoes being put into your hands, will enable you to 
advance such moneys as Major Tupper thinks necessary to 
reward those who have assisted in the enterprise, which 
we desire you would do. 

I am, Sir, in haste, your most obedient servant, 

J. Reed. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 

P. S. You will please to advise the General of your 
proceeding hereupon, as soon as possible. 



DAVID PARKER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Dedham, October 26, 1775. 
May it please your Excellency: Many and various 
are the difficulties which I have to encounter by the con- 
finement to which I am subjected. The justice of your 
proceedings against me strike me with the most clear con- 
viction, when I reflect upon the iniquity of my own unjus- 
tifiable conduct. I am, may it please your Excellency, 
necessitated, by a consciousness of my former erroneous 
practices, to acquit every measure adopted against me of 
cruelty or inhumanity. The assistance those who were 
inimical to the prosperity of America derived from my 
operations, very justly rendered me obnoxious to the dis- 
pleasure of the inhabitants of these Colonies. My perse- 
verance therein, notwithstanding the desire of the Commit- 
tee of Boston that I should desist, confirmed the opinion 
of the publick that I was determined to co-operate in the 
subversion of our invaded privileges; but that, Sir, was 
foreign to my intention, whatever may be the general sen- 
timent upon that affair. Had I indulged a momentary con- 
sideration, had I entertained the most distant conception 
that this injured Country would have been embroiled in 
the horrours of a civil war, or any ways apprehensive the 
present convulsions would be consequent upon the then 
unhappy struggle, I should immediately have relinquished 
the business, notwithstanding my engagements. 
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.alt , never occurred ..to my mind the sword would be d.rawn 
in„thisjcontest_._ _ When that. unhappy period arrived, my 
anxiety to accomplish my undertakings may be inferred 
from . thg. naked circumstances in .which I ca.rne into the 
Country. I acknowledge, Sir, 1 was justly esteemed an 
enemy to America. I very humbly implore the forgive- 
ness of every man in the Country. I pledge my honour, 
and every thing I esteem valuable, for my future satisfac- 
tory proceedings and conduct. I will submit to any test 
your Excellency may propose, to evince the sincerity of 
my declarations and penitence. I would silently venerate 
the justice whose decision circumscribes my liberty within 
a few miles, But, Sir, the expenses of a maintenance, 
during the course of three months, have exhausted the pe- 
cuniary provision I procured in Boston, for the support of 
myself and family. You must be sensible, may it please 
yotir Excellency, of the obduracy of my situation, in re- 
spect to the obtaining employ, while I labour under the 
displeasure of the Province. The just indignation of the 
people against me, who have so greatly provoked them, I 
am totally unable to extinguish while a circumscription is 
appointed to my excursions ; and notwithstanding any evi- 
dences I can possibly grant the commonalty, they yet 
esteem. ! rhe ! asTinimical to their welfare, else why, say they, 
should he be confined ? This, may it please your Excellen- 
cy, sufficieritly prevents their granting me any assistance 
or employ, and this, Sir, very probably will be the senti- 
ment, and these the consequences, while I continue under 
arrest; upon the removal of which, Sir, I may by some 
means regain that favour I have so justly forfeited — for 
which I most earnestly solicit. Have I, Sir, committed an 
offence for which no atonement can be offered and ac- 
cepted? The omnipotent Father of Mercies is not inexo- 
rable to the most atrocious sinners, upon their repentance. 
I most sincerely ask forgiveness for my past conduct, and 
entreat my freedom. 

1 am, may it please your Excellency, your Excellency's 
most dutiful petitioner and very humble servant, 

David Parker. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL. 

At the Court at St. James's, the 27th day of October, 
1775, present: The King's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

Whereas His Majesty was pleased, by his Orders in Coun- 
cil of the 23d of August and the 27th of September last, 
to direct that no person or persons whatsoever, should, at 
any time during the respective terms therein mentioned, 
presume to transport out of this Kingdom, or carry coast- 
wise, any Saltpetre, Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or 
Ammunition, (except the Master-General, Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral, or principal Officers of the Ordnance for His Majesty's 
service,) without leave or permission in that behalf first 
obtained from His Majesty or his Privy Council. And 
whereas it hath been represented to this Board, that it will 
tend greatly to the advantage of trade for a general order 
in Council to be issued, to permit and allow Saltpetre and 
Gunpowder to be carried coastwise in small quantities, 
under certain restrictions, to be prescribed by the said 
order; His Majesty, taking the same into consideration, 
is hereby pleased, with the advice of his Privy Council, to 
order that Saltpetre and Gunpowder be permitted to be 
carried coastwise to and from any of the ports of this King- 
dom, notwithstanding His Majesty's aforementioned Orders 
in Council, of the 23d of August and 27th of September 
last; provided, that no greater quantity of Saltpetre and 
Gunpowder be shipped, laden, or carried coastwise, at any 
one time, in any one ship or vessel, than one ton of Salt- 
petre and fifty barrels of Gunpowder, except such as shall 
be shipped, laden, or carried coastwise, by direction of the 
Master-General, Lieutenant-General,and principal Officers 
of the Ordnance for His Majesty's service; and, also, except 
such as shall obtain leave or permission, in that behalf, 
from His Majesty or his Privy Council ; and provided, 
also, that sufficient security be first given to the proper 
Officers of His Majesty's Customs, in treble the value of 
the Saltpetre and Gunpowder desired to be sent coastwise, 
to carry the same to the places proposed, and none other ; 
and that a certificate or certificates be produced, within 



one month from the date of the bond, from the proper 
Officers of the Customs, at the ports for which the respec- 
tive quantities of Saltpetre and Gunpowder shall be shipped, 
of the same having been duly landed at such ports; in 
failure of which, the bonds to be immediately put in suit; 
which certificate or certificates the Commissioners of the 
Customs are hereby required to transmit to the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, in order to be 
laid before this Board ; and the Right Honourable the 
Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury are to 
give the necessary directions herein accordingly. 

G. Chetw t ynd. 

At the Court at St. James's, the 27th day of October, 
1775, present : The King's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

Whereas His Majesty was pleased, by his Orders in 
Council of the 23d of August and 27th of September last, 
to direct that no person or persons whatsoever, should, at 
any time during the respective terms therein mentioned, 
presume to transport out of this Kingdom, or carry coast- 
wise, any Saltpetre, Gunpowder, or any sort of Arms or 
Ammunition, (except the Master-General, Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral, or principal Officers of the Ordnance for His Majesty's 
service,) without leave or permission in that behalf first 
obtained from His Majesty or his Privy Council. And 
whereas it hath been represented to this Board, that it will 
tend greatly to the advantage of trade for a general order 
in Council to be issued, to permit and allow Saltpetre and 
Gunpowder to be exported to Ireland, in small quantities, 
under certain restrictions, to be prescribed by the said 
order; His Majesty, taking the same into consideration, is 
hereby pleased, with the advice of his Privy Council, to 
order that Saltpetre and Gunpowder be permitted to be 
exported to Ireland, for the inland consumption of that 
Kingdom, from any of the ports of this Kingdom, notwith- 
standing His Majesty's aforementioned Orders in Council, 
of the 23d of August and 27th of September last ; pro- 
vided, that no greater quantity of Saltpetre and Gunpow- 
der be shipped, laden, or exported to Ireland, at any one 
time, in any one ship or vessel, than one ton of Saltpetre 
and twenty-five barrels of Gunpowder, except such as shall 
be shipped, laden, or exported, by direction of the Master- 
General, Lieutenant-General, or principal Officers of the 
Ordnance for His Majesty's service ; and also except such 
as shall obtain leave or permission, in that behalf, from His 
Majesty or bis Privy Council ; and provided also, that suf- 
ficient security be first given to the proper Officers of His 
Majesty's Customs, in treble the value of the Saltpetre 
and Gunpowder desired to be exported, to carry the same 
to the places proposed, and none other; and that a certifi- 
cate or certificates be produced, within two months from 
the date of the bond, from the proper Officers of the Cus- 
toms, at the ports for which the respective quantities of 
Saltpetre and Gunpowder shall be shipped, of the same 
having been all duly landed at such ports ; in failure of 
which, the bonds to be put immediately in suit ; which cer- 
tificate or certificates the Commissioners of the Customs 
are hereby required to transmit to the Lords Commission- 
ers of His Majesty's Treasury, in order to be laid before 
this Board ; and the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
missioners of His Majesty's Treasury are to give the neces- 
sary directions herein accordingly. 

G. Chetwvnd. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
LANARK. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Freeholders, Justices of the 
Peace, and Commissioners of the Land Tax of the County 
of Lanark, presented to His Majesty by Andrew Stuart, 
Esq., their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Freeholders, Jus- 
tices of the Peace, and Commissioners of the Land Tax 
of the County of Lanark. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

With hearts full of affection and loyalty to your Majes- 
ty's person and Government, and deeply impressed with a 
sense of our happiness under your mild and auspicious 
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reign, permit us, the Gentlemen, Freeholders, Justices of 
the Peace, and Commissioners of the Land Tax of the 
County of Lanark, to approach your Majesty's throne, 
sincerely regretting that any of your subjects, should prove 
undeserving of the constitutional blessings which all of 
them enjoy. 

We have at no time beheld with indifference the sedi- 
tious conduct of your deluded American subjects ; but now, 
since they have had the audacity to break out into open 
and unprovoked rebellion against the supreme legislative 
authority of our Country, we are struck with the highest 
indignation, and think it our indispensable duty to express 
these our sentiments to your Majesty. 

What means, under Providence, may prove most condu- 
cive to enforce your Majesty's legal authority, to reduce 
your disaffected Colonies to allegiance, and recall them to 
their duty, we do not presume to suggest ; but beg leave 
to assure your Majesty, that whatever measures your Ma- 
jesty and your Parliament, in your united wisdom, may be 
pleased to adopt for these salutary purposes, we shall 
zealously promote; firmly determined to maintain, and to 
transmit inviolate to posterity, the authority of the Crown, 
the supremacy of the laws, and the unity of the Empire 
of Great Britain. 

Signed in our presence, and by our appointment, by 
James Lockhart, of Lee, Prceses. 
Hamilton, October 27, 1775. 
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Petition and Memorial from Newcastle-upon-Tyne, pre- 
sented to the King by Sir George Savile, Bart. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Petition and Memorial of the Free Burgesses, 

Traders, and Inhabitants of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Free Burgesses, Traders, and Inhabitants of Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, humbly beg leave to approach your throne, 
deeply impressed with a grateful sense of the many bless- 
ings we haveenjoyed in consequence of the late glorious 
Revolution and the happy elevation of your Majesty's 
illustrious House, to the just and mild government of these 
Kingdoms; by which great events our natural rights as 
men, and our constitutional privileges as Britons, have 
been amply secured and defended. 

Feeling for the imminent danger of this Country, and 
the distresses of our fellow-subjects in America, we esteem 
it our duty to lay before your Majesty our humble opinion 
of those measures which threaten the destruction of this 
powerful Empire; and we do this the more freely, from 
the fear lest your Majesty should be induced to pursue the 
present unhappy system, on the false suggestions and dan- 
gerous advice of many of your deluded subjects. At a time 
when addresses of approbation are industriously sought by 
those interested men who have plunged an happy and 
united people into all the horrours of civil war, we should 
ill deserve the blessings of freedom and of commerce, were 
we, by our silence, to give a sanction to their mischievous 
infatuation. 

In the present unnatural war with our American brethren, 
we have seen neither provocation nor object ; nor is it, in 
our humble apprehension, consonant with the rights of hu- 
manity, sound policy, or the Constitution of our Country. 

Notwithstanding the various abuses and misrepresenta- 
tions of that unhappy and persecuted people, royal Sir, 
looking to their declarations and conduct, we cannot but 
consider them as loyal, affectionate, and grateful. Your 
Majesty's Ministers have found them firm, temperate, and 
brave ; let your Majesty's humanity and noble nature act 
in their behalf; vouchsafe to restore America to her former 
happy situatipn,and grant her "peace, liberty, and safety." 
So shall the gratitude of millions secure a reign of lasting 
happiness to your Majesty, and the strength of an indus- 
trious and rising people establish your throne, in your 
royal line, to the latest posterity. 

These are the humble prayers and requests of disinte- 
rested men, who speak the language of humanity and truth. 
As none of your subjects are more sincere in their attach- 
ment to your Majesty's person and Government, in defence 
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of which, in a just cause, they would cheerfully sacrifice 
their lives, they hope your Majesty will not treat this their 
humble Petition and Memorial with neglect, but, by a 
gracious compliance with their wishes, confirm their grati- 
tude, loyalty, and affection. 



LORD MULGRAVE TO MR. WILLIAM SMiTKf. 

Mulgrave-Hall, October 27, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Your letter, dated the I7th of this month, 
came to my hands too late to be answered by the last post; 
it was therefore impossible for me to be m time at New- 
castle to attend the meeting, which I suppose by your letter 
to have been held last Monday. You have not explained 
yourself as to the nature of the humble address to His Ma- 
jesty, upon which, you say, my sentiments would oblige 
my friends. Had I received your letter in time, I should 
have suspended the attention to my private affairs, so par- 
ticularly necessary from the severe misfortune which has 
lately befallen me, to have been present at the meeting, 
and expressed my sentiments upon the address, which you 
hint it might be thought proper for me to present. As it 
is, I must beg that you will communicate this letter to my 
friends. 

If the address is to signify the approbation of the inde- 
pendent freemen of Newcastle to any measures which may 
enforce the legislative authority of this Country, I should, 
with pride and pleasure, be the instrument of laying such 
sentiments from so respectable a body at His Majesty's 
feet. 

But should any application be intended to the throne, 
similar to some that I have seen in the papers, recommend- 
ing a surrender of the powers of the Legislature, under an 
idea of restoring the tranquillity of the Empire, at a time 
when unanimity is so desirable, and every appearance of 
division amongst ourselves on this important point should 
be avoided, (as such addresses, from whatever motives 
they may take their rise, must tend to increase the dis- 
tresses of the unhappily deluded Americans, by delaying 
their submission to that power, the continuance of whose 
protection alone can secure to them the enjoyment of those 
liberties which they have been so fatally induced to believe 
they assert by resistance,) I shall most sincerely lament 
that the precipitancy with which this step was taken, pre- 
cluded the possibility of offering my reasons against it at 
an earlier period, and more fully than can be done in this 
letter; as they might, perhaps, have had some weight, upon 
a subject I have so much considered, with those of whose 
good opinion I have received such repeated and flattering 
marks. 

I am the more anxious to have my sentiments upon this 
subject clearly explained, as I should think myself highly 
blameable in having solicited so important a trust as that 
of a share in the Legislature, had I entertained a design of 
sacrificing its powers. 

In the last Parliament (to my conduct in which I owed 
the honour of so respectable an invitation to Newcastle) 
no man opposed with more zeal many of the measures 
respecting America than I did, on a conviction of their 
inexpediency; but so far was I from entertaining the small- 
est doubt of the supreme power of Parliament over all the 
Colonies, as much as over Great Britain itself, that I fre- 
quently declared, in the most explicit terms, my assent to 
that proposition, founded in the principles of the Constitu- 
tion, and essential to the preservation of its unity. I now 
think, that upon the vigorous and effectual assertion of that 
absolute power, entire and unmodified, depends the pros- 
perity and perhaps the existence of this Empire. 

Such, Sir, are my opinions upon the present important 
and critical situation of publick affairs, which you will do 
me a favour in making known to those who wished to have 
intrusted the care of their most important rights to my zeal 
and diligence. 

I shall leave this place for London on Tuesday next, 
where I shall be glad to receive any commands you have 
for me. I beg you will accept my thanks for the profes- 
sions of your continued inclinations to serve me ; and that 
you will believe me to be, with regard, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, . r 

IVlrLGRAVE. 

To Mr. William Smith, Surgeon, in Newcastle. 
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.Mi.Jjrjeve presents his most respectful compliments to 
S\r Walter Bfacl<;etl,aii<\ begs leave to inform him that he has 
brought to Town with him a petition and memorial to His 
Majesty, praying for lenient measures with America, signed 
by twelve hundred and ten burgesses, traders, and inhabi- 
tants of Newcastle, who are desirous of having it present- 
ed to the King by their Representatives, and in consequence 
have directed Mr. Grieve to deliver it to their care, if they 
shall think proper to sign and present it. Mr. Grieve will 
have executed his commission satisfactorily to himself, as 
well as the gentlemen of Newcastle, if Sir Walter Blac- 
Jcett and Sir Matthew Ridley fortunately approve of it, 
and, by signing and presenting it, will adopt and give their 
sanction to the measure. 

Sunday morning, half past 11 o'clock, Nov. 5, 1775. 

The same was addressed to Sir M. W. Ridley. Both the 
gentlemen desired to see copies of the Petition ; which be- 
ing sent them, they returned the following answers: 

Sunday evening, November 5, 1775. 

Sir; Please to accept the following, as my reasons for 
not signing and presenting to His Majesty the petition and 
memorial, of which you sent me a copy this morning. It 
being my opinion that, by the Constitution of our Coun- 
try, the legislative authority of the Parliament of Great 
Britain extends over her Colonies, and that they are now 
in rebellion against that authority; and observing that the 
petition and, memorial does not assert that right of Parlia- 
ment, nor/makea proper submission from the Colonies to 
that right of Parliament a previous condition for His Ma-. 
jesty's gracious consideration of their case, I must beg leave 
to decline signing and presenting the petition and memorial. 
I beg leave, further to observe, that His Majesty's late gra- 
cious speech to his Parliament points out to the Colonies 
the certain means of reconciliation, and consequently that 
they have jn their own hands the mutual peace and pros- 
perity of themselves and their Mother Country, whenever 
they shall please to become loyal subjects, and return to 
their allegiance.. 

lam, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, VV. Blackett. 

Burlington-street, November 6, 1775. 

Sie: I have received the petition and memorial, con- 
taining the opinion of many of the free burgesses, traders, 
and inhabitants of Newcastle, on the measures which have 
been pursued in the present unhappy situation of our affairs 
in America, expressing a general disapprobation of them. 
As I have had an opportunity of expressing my opinion 
upon them in Parliament, (for I presume those are the 
measures and advice alluded to,) to some of which I thought 
proper to give my assent, and opposition to others, it 
would not be a consistent part for me now to include the 
whole in one general censure; nor can I agree in the char- 
acter attributed to the Americans, as to their gratitude and 
loyalty. I believe their warmest advocates will not deny 
that they are at present in arms against this Country — jus- 
tifying their rebellion by a denial of the legislative autho- 
rity of this Kingdom — obedience to which authority, I ap- 
prehend, is as much the duty of the Colonies as any other 
part of I J is Majesty's Dominions. I should be extremely 
happy if their return to obedience and their duty could be 
effected by lenient measures, (which, I presume, by the 
tenor of the petition, though not expressed, are the means 
the petitioners would wish to have adopted.) From His 
Majesty's mild and humane disposition, such measures, I 
am inclined to hqpe and believe, will be fully tried, before 
those of a more coercive nature are further pursued. 

I shall not trouble you further than to say, that, for 
these reasons, I must decline signing and presenting the 
petition and memorial. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Matthew White Ridley, 



one of the additional Companies should be sent to Great 
Britain by the earliest opportunity; and, also, that one or 
more commissioned officers, as you shall think proper, 
should be sent home from each corps, to assist in escorting 
the recruits from hence, as occasion shall require. I am 
commanded by the King to signify to you His Majesty's 
pleasure that you do consult with the Commander-in-Chief 
of His Majesty's ships in North-America upon the best 
means of finding a passage for such of the said commis- 
sion and non-commission officers as are to come from Bos- 
ton and its neighbourhood, either on board any of His 
Majesty's large ships of war that may be under orders to 
return to England, or on board such transport vessels as 
you may be able to spare at the time this letter will reach 
you. 

With regard to those which are to come from Florida, 
being only three commission and three non-commission 
officers, such allowance must be made to them as will 
enable them to defray the expense of their passage on 
board any ships that may offer from either of those Pro- 
vinces, unless they shall find it more convenient to repair 
to Boston or New-York, in which case they will take their 
passage with the rest; the numbers of which, according to 
the return made to me by the War Office, will be as fol- 
lows, viz : 

From Boston and the neighbourhood : Eighteenth and 
Fifty-Ninth Regiments, 51 officers, 124 non-commissioned 
officers; additional Companies, of eighteen Battalions, 36 
officers, 72 non-commissioned officers ; officers to return 
home on duty, at least, 18. Total, 105 officers, 196 non- 
commissioned officers. 

From Florida : One Regiment, 3 officers, 4 non-com- 
missioned officers. 

It is presumed that, besides the abovementioned com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers, there may be a 
considerable number of invalids and discharged men which 
it will be expedient to send home at the same time, and 
likewise some commissioned officers, who may have leave 
to return ; you will, therefore, include them in any estimate 
you shall form for the freight that will be wanted; and I 
hope that a sufficient quantity of shipping may be spared, 
without the hazard of sending any from hence at this late 
season of the year. 

Enclosed I send you His Majesty's speech to both 
Houses of Parliament, upon the opening of the session 
yesterday, together with their addresses in return thereto, 
which I hope will have the effect to convince the leaders 
of rebellion in America of the firm resolution of every 
branch of the Legislature to maintain the dignity and au- 
thority of Parliament, and open the eyes of those who 
have been misled by their wicked artifices. 

You will see, by His Majesty's speech, that motion is 
made of negotiation with foreign powers for auxiliary 
troops ; but it is with great concern I acquaint you, that 
our prospect of succeeding in our treaty with the Empress 
of Russia, of which we had so good an expectation, is, at 
best, but doubtful, and in the present situation is a circum- 
stance of much embarrassment and disappointment. 

I am, &c, Dartmouth. 

To Major-General Howe. 



EARL OF. DARTMOUTH T'O MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE. 

Whitehall, October 27, 1775, 

Sir: It being judged expedient that, in order to forward 
the recruiting for the Regiments serving in North-America, 
the commission and non-commission officers appointed to 



WEST-AUGUSTA COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTER. 

At a meeting of the Committee of the County of West- 
Augusta, on Friday, October 27, 1775 : 

Major William Trent produced a Maryland Paper of 
September last, in which, under the Williamsburgh head, 
of the 8th of the month, was the following paragraph: "By 
a gentleman who came passenger in the Ship Baltimore, 
bound for Maryland, we learn that one Captain Trent, a 
native of Pennsylvania, left London about the beginning 
of May, being intrusted by Lord North with the sum of 
£40,000, to fee the Indians to cut our throats." Uneasy 
at having his character traduced in this publick manner, 
and in order to remove any bad impressions it may have 
made on such of his countrymen as are not acquainted 
with him, he thought it prudent to apply to us, to wjhom 
he is well known, as well as to.the inhabitants in general 
on this side the Mountain, to have always been a friend to 
his Country, and at the time produced letters from gentle- 
men of family and fortune in England, to him, which being 



1205 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1206 



read, prove his connections are with the friends of Ameri- 
ca. He likewise showed copies of letters written by him 
to gentlemen there, which breathe the strongest spirit of 
American freedom. 

His using his influence with the Indians at the Treaty 
lately held here in favour of the United Colonics, as well 
as its being his interest to keep peace with them, and to be 
on good terms with the inhabitants where his estate chiefly 
lies, all serve to corroborate the opinion we entertain of his 
attachment to his Country. Therefore, it is unanimously 

Resolved, That the paragraph in the Maryland Paper, 
under theJVilliamsburgh head, is false and scandalous, and 
seems to be inserted with a design to ruin him in the opin- 
ion of his countrymen, and to sow dissensions amongst 
us. 

Resolved, That Major Trent's conduct has been, on all 
occasions, that of a true friend to American liberty; and 
that any injury done him would be the cause of much mis- 
chief, as his numerous friends and acquaintances, as well 
amongst ourselves as amongst the Six Nations, would re- 
sent it. 

Resolved, It is the opinion of this Committee, that the 
Printers ought to be cautious how they suffer publications 
in their Papers against any person, without good and suffi- 
cient grounds, and more especially against the friends of 
this Country. 

Resolved, As Major Trent has ordered the author of 
this publication to be sued, that all friends to the Country 
ought to endeavour to have him apprehended. 

Resolved, That these Resolves be sent to Messrs. W. 
§■ T. Bradford, of Philadelphia, and they be requested to 
publish them in their Paper; and as the paragraph has ap- 
peared in most of the other Papers on the Continent, the 
Printers of them will no doubt look upon it as a piece of 
justice due from them to Major Trent to publish these Re- 
solves in their Papers. 

George Croghan, Chairman. 



Pittsburgh, October 23, 1775. 
Major William Trent showed us a paragraph in a Mary- 
land newspaper, in which it was mentioned, under the 
Williamsburgh head, that, "By a gentleman from London, 
who came passenger in the Ship Baltimore, bound for 
Maryland, we learn that one Captain Trent, a native of 
Pennsylvania, left London about the beginning of May, 
being intrusted by Lord North with the sum of forty thou- 
sand Pounds, to fee the Indians to cut our throats." He 
also showed us a letter, the writer of which informs him, 
that "it is said there is a large reward in the Virginia 
paper for taking him." Uneasy at this imputation thrown 
in such a publick manner upon his character, and anxious 
to wipe it off as far as he can in this remote place, where 
he has but very few of his papers with him, he requested 
us to hear some letters from gentlemen in England to him, 
and the copies of some letters from him to gentlemen in 
England. Those written by him are in the sentiments and 
language of a friend to America, and those written to him 
evidently show that their authors conceived him to be 
such. We have heard the characters of the gentlemen who 
wrote them, and believe that they would not have chosen 
Major Trent as a correspondent in political matters, had 
they thought his conduct while he was in England sus- 
picious. We are well informed that Major Trent, since his 
arrival in America, has disposed of part of the Indian goods 
he had on hand, and has offered to dispose of more. We 
think that a person intrusted with money for the purpose 
mentioned in the newspaper would be inclined to purchase 
rather than to sell goods, as in the Indian country they 
would be much more useful than cash. 

Lewis Morris, 
James Wilson, 
Thomas Walker, 
Commis'rs from the Congress for Indian Affairs. 



nard Romans, and engaged his services as an engineer in 
the building the fortifications on Hudson's River. He 
objected to them that his pension from the Crown (of 
about fifty Pounds sterling per year, as botanist for one of 
the Floridas) might be taken away, when it was known 
that he had assisted this Country, and therefore prayed that 
he might be engaged as engineer in the Continental ser- 
vice. '/The Committee thereupon promised him the pay of 
fifty dollars per month, for the present, and informed him 
that it was probable his services would be wanted. We 
are not competent to the perfecting this business, and 
therefore pray that the Congress will make some order in 
the premises. As to the quantum of his pay, if fifty dol- 
lars is thought too little, the Congress will T)e pleased to 
fix upon the sum which they think adequate to the duty 
he is to perform. 

We are, Sir, respectfully, your most obedient and hum- 
ble servants. 

By order: Nathaniel Woodhull, Pres't. 

To theTIon. John Hancock, President of the Continental 
Congress. 

FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS OF THE MILITIA OF THE CITY 
OF NEW-YORK. 
Committee Chamber, New-York, October 27, 1775. 

The following is a list of the names of Field and Staff 
Officers nominated by the General Committee to command 
the three Regiments of Militia for this City and County: 

Names of Field and Staff Officers for the First Regiment, 
viz : Henry Remsen, Colonel ; Joseph Bull, Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; Anthony L. Bleecker, First Major ; Nicholas 
Roosevelt, Second Major; John White, Adjutant; Nicholas 
Quackenbush, Quartermaster. 

The aforesaid Regiment to consist of ten Companies, 
viz: Beat No. 1, Peter Stoutenburgh, Captain; No. 2, 
Samuel Johnson, Captain ; No. 6, Peter Elting, Captain; 
No. 7. John Roome, Esq., Captain; No. 10, Garret 
Abeel, Captain; No. 11, Nicholas Low, Captain; No. 12, 
Peter Bertune, Captain ; No. 15, Henry Remsen, Captain ; 
No. 16, Garret S. Be Wint, Captain; No. 20, Thomas 
W. Moore, Captain. 

Names of Field and Staff Officers for the Second Regi- 
ment, viz: John Jay, Esq., Colonel; John Broome, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ; Garret Abeel, First Major ; Morgan 
Lewis, Second Major ; Patrick McDavitt, Adjutant ; 
Abraham Brinkerhoff, Quartermaster. 

The Second Regiment to consist of ten Companies, viz : 
Beat No. 3, Mangle Minthorne, Captain ; No. 4, James 
Brown, Captain ; No. 8, Benjamin James, Captain ; No. 
9, George Janeway, Captain ; No. 13, Benjamin Car- 
penter, Captain; No. 14, George Dominick, Captain ; No. 
17, Richard Fletcher, Captain; No. 21, Daniel Phoenix, 
Captain ; No. 22, Nicholas Roosevelt, Captain ; No. 23, 
Daniel Shaw, Captain. 

Names of Field and Staff Officers for the Third Regi- 
ment, viz: Abraham P. Lott, Colonel; Peter T. Curte- 
nius, Lieutenant-Colonel ; Anthony Lisvenard, First 
Major ; John Reed, Second Major ; Nicholas C. Bogart, 
Adjutant ; Andrew Breasted, Quartermaster. 

The Third Regiment to consist of nine Companies, viz : 
Beat No. 5, Anthony Lispenard, Captain ; No. 18, Wil- 
liam Depeyster, Jun., Captain; No. 19, Nicholas N. An- 
thony, Captain ; No. 24, John Warner, Captain ; No. 25, 
Richard Deane, Captain ; No. 26, Nathaniel Tylee, Cap- 
tain ; No. 28, Theophilus Anthony, Captain ; No. 29, 
Samuel Benson, Captain; No. 27, John Grigg, Captain. 

N. B. Nicholas C. Bogart declines serving. 



NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read November 6, 1775.] , 
In Provincial .Congress, New-York, October 27, 1775. 

Sir : The Committee of Safety, during the recess of 
the Provincial Congress, held a conference with Mr. Ber- 



NEWBURGH (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE TO THE PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 

In Committee, October 27, 1775. 

This is to certify, that we, the Committee of Safety and 
Observation for the Precinct of Newburgh, for the appre- 
hending two persons, viz : Stephen Wiggins and David 
Purdy, did request and command Captain Samuel Logan, 
of the Minute Company at New-Windsor, to assist with 
eleven of his men in apprehending the said persons, he 
having attended and assisted one day and a half, with him- 
self at the head of the following persons, viz: John Robin- 
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son, Ensign ; David Mandeville and John Scofield, Ser- 
geants ; one Corporal, one Clerk, and six Privates. 

Captain Logan's account, signed by Mr. Ecker, our 
Chairman, for the expenses of himself and men for the 
time above certified, is just ; and for his own and men's 
wages, we refer to be calculated by you, agreeable to the 
order of Congress. 

N., B. The expenses are as follows, viz: laid out for 
the above men, this 27th day of October, 1775, one Pound, 
five Shillings, and three Pence. 

■ ' .!: •■■. ■uiijfj *::ij iss Wqlvert Ecker, Chairman. 

To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress for the Province of New-York. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, October 27, 1775. 

Sir : Whilst we lament the necessity which has drove 
America to arms, Americans may rejoice at the success of 
those arms. I therefore congratulate your Honour on the 
reduction of Chambly by Major Brown, with fifty of our 
troops and three hundred Canadians, under Mr. Livingston, 
in which a number of prisoners were made, a list whereof, 
together with a list of the stores taken, I enclose. Amongst 
the latter you will with pleasure perceive one hundred and 
twenty-four barrels (lam told of one hundred weight each) 
of powder; an article so much wanted, that we were ap- 
prehensive of the consequences, and procured in such 
happy time that the reduction of St. John's seems now 
certain. 

Not a word, from Colonel Arnold, as yet. Our troops 
are more healthy than such an extreme wet country as the 
vicinity of St. John's promised. Genera] FPooster, with his 
Regiment of three hundred and thirty-five effectives, offi- 
cers included, left this on the 22d — most of the men, and 
many of the officers, with great reluctance. 

I am, Sir, your Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
Honourable Jonathan Trumbull. 

P. S. As I propose sending the prisoners into your 
Colony as soon as possible, beg your Honour to send a line, 
to be left at some publick place at Canaan, and another 
at Great Bafrington ; to direct to the place you shall des- 
tine for their reception. An officer and a party will accom- 
pany them. 

COL. BEDEL TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
Camp north of St. John's, October 97, 1775. 

Gentlemen:. I left Coos the 10th of September, with my 
Rangers, and arrived in eight days on the north of »SV. 
John's. I have done all in my power for the good of the 
cause, and have brought cannon down the river, by the fort 
of St. John's, and sent them to Chambly, and taken that 
post without the loss of a man. We found in the fort eighty 
barrels of flour, eleven barrels of rice, seven barrels of peas, 
six barrels of butter, one hundred and forty-one barrels of 
pork, one barrel of salt, one hundred and twenty-four barrels 
of powder, three hundred swivel-shot, six thousand five 
hundred and sixty-four musket shot, in cartridges, one hun- 
dred and fifty stand of French arms, three royal mortars, 
sixty-one shells, five hundred hand grenades, eighty-three 
stand King's arms and accoutrements, a large quantity of 
ringing, and other stores of various sorts; eight commission- 
ed officers, seventy-three non-commissioned officers and 
privates, thirty-five women, and thirty-five children. They 
are sent to Hartford. 

I have had the command here of about twelve hundred 
men, and have parties out at La Prairie and Longeuil. We 
have took from the enemy, since we came here, twenty 
wagon loads of stores, which were going to St. John's, such 
as wine, rum, &tc. I expect to be in the fort in a few days. 
1 am fixing every thing that is requisite for a siege. I 
have a battery of four twelve-pounders, one mortar, and 
three royals, fixing at my post, which will be ready to play 
in a day or two. 

I have applied to General Montgomery for money for 
my men, but without success, as be says he does not know 
whether we are to be paid by the Province or Continent ; 
neither has he had any instructions about it from the Con- 



tinental Congress or Committee of Safety. I shall be glad 
to have a supply, or orders for the same, as speedily as pos- 
sible, as the men are suffering for want of clothing and other 
necessaries. Paper money will not pass here, and the 
weather begins to be very severe. I have a considerable 
body of Canadians and Indians under my command. The 
Indians remain chiefly with me. I must beg my men may 
not be suffered to want for necessaries, suitable for the sea- 
son of the year, after serving their Country in so good a 
cause. 

The two retreats had before my arrival, asalso Colo- 
nel Allen, have been a great damage to us. We have had 
thirteen men belonging to Captain Perkins's Company de- 
sert in one night; and, I am afraid, if money and clothing 
cannot be had, we shall lose a great many by sickness or 
desertion, as we have a great many sick at present. I can- 
not hear any thing about Arnold, with the Qucbeck expe- 
dition. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

rr .i n •.. re r. Timothy Bedel. 

io the Committee oi Salety. 

P. S. November 2, eight o'clock at night. — This mo- 
ment I have got possession of St. John's, and the post being 
obliged to set off, have not time to copy the articles of capi- 
tulation, and to-morrow shall march for Montreal, leaving 
a detachment to keep this fort. General Carleton came 
out, with eight hundred men, against a party of ours of 
about three hundred and fifty, and was obliged to retreat. 
We have' took two Indians and two French merchants 
prisoners, and killed four Indians, which were found upon 
the spot. The two Frenchmen (prisoners) say they car- 
ried off forty dead, and about as many wounded. We did 
not lose one man. The prisoners at St. John's forts con- 
sist of upwards of six hundred. In about four days we shall 
have either a wooden leg or a golden chain at Montreal. 
For God's sake, let me have money; 1 must supply my 
men. Timothy Bedel. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS. 

Head-Quarters, October 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The continued accumulation of price, and 
the scarcity which prevails through the camp, for the seve- 
ral articles of wood, hay, &c, oblige me to address your 
honourable Houses again upon this subject. 

The distress of the Army for these necessaries, I fear, will 
be followed with the most dreadful effects to the general 
cause in which we are engaged, unless some speedy and 
effectual remedy is provided. I have the utmost reason 
to think the scarcity is artificial; and, that the General Court 
may have full satisfaction on this subject, three gentlemen, 
who have been employed in endeavouring to procure these 
articles, now wait on your honourable Houses, to give you 
such information as their inquiries and opportunities enable 
them to do. The importance and necessity of making such 
provision as to enable the troops to keep their post must be 
too obvious to make any argument necessary; and, as this 
Province has ever been among the foremost in its spirited 
exertions, I flatter myself such measures' will be adopted as 
will remove the apprehensions and anxieties under which 
we now labour. 

Messrs. Drew, Carthier, and Dunoin, officers taken from 
some ship of war, and now closely confined in Taunton jail, 
have made me such an affecting representation of their 
distress, that I cannot refuse them my recommendation to 
the favour of the General Court for an enlargement on their 
parole of honour, when removed to some inland Town. 

I expect in a short time some regulation from the Con- 
tinental Congress respecting the prisoners, which I shall 
do myself the honour of communicating as soon as receiv- 
ed. 

I am, Gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient 



and very humble servant, 



George Washington. 



To the Council of Massachusetts. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO COLONEL JOSEPH REED. 

Beverly, October 27, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I received your favour to me of the 25th, 
and communicated that part of it which regarded Colonel 
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Glover to him. When I last wrote to you, I gave the true 
reasons for the delay attending the fitting out of these vessels. 

I observe you had given orders to young Glover for all 
the things wrote to you for, and he is returned without 
the most material article, which is, the three hundred 
swivel shot. He says there were none ; but says there 
were plenty of four ounce bullets, which, if he had had 
one ounce of sense, must have known would answer all the 
purposes. 

This young gentleman, I find, has applied to you for a 
subaltern and twenty men more than were intended for this 
vessel. I can easily see his reason for it was to get on 
board with him a favourite young officer, who he appre- 
hended would not be allowed without an addition of men. 
I see no objection to indulge him with his friend, but I 
really see no necessity for the twenty men ; nor has there 
been a provision of stores laid in for more than the original 
number. You must also consider, that if you indulge one 
you must indulge the whole. 

I have told him (as his father did not choose to interfere) 
that he may have his friend if he pleased, who, with fifty 
more, officers included, are all I would suffer to go on board, 
except I had written orders from Head-Quarters to the 
contrary. I am very sure that number must be full sufficient 
for all the purposes these vessels are intended for; all above 
that number must be an encumbrance on board one of these 
small vessels; and you will find, when the accounts come 
in, the expense full enough, without such an addition. 

Pray what keeps Captain Adams and his Company? 
His vessel has got all her guns, provision, Sic, on board, 
and 1 know there will be many things wanting, which we 
cannot possibly think of till he comes. 

As Captain Manly's vessel is all ready, we now only 
wait the collecting together his hopeful crew, to send him 
off. 1 have declared, that if there are even thirty on board 
to-morrow morning, and the wind proves fair, that he shall 
hoist sail. But these swivel shot, pray send off immediately 
a large quantity of them; same, four ounce bullets. Cap- 
tain Adams can take sufficient for both vessels, and give 
Manly his proportion at Cape Ann, which will be their 
place of rendezvous. 

It will be very fortunate, should any of our cruisers fall 
in with the transport you mention. That would be a 
glorious prize indeed. 

I am much grieved that I had not the pleasure of seeing 
Mr. Lynch and Colonel Harrison; I regard them highly. 
Dr. Franklin is going, and you are also on the wing. 
Every one engaged in this contest must sacrifice their pri- 
vate satisfaction to the publick good. I assure you, the 
not seeing these gentlemen, and having now little chance 
of shaking you by the hand before you depart, is very 
mortifying to, dear Sir, your sincere friend, &c, 

rr. r< i lr i d 7 Stephen Movlan. 

lo Colonel Joseph Meed. 

P. S. My best respects attend his Excellency. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF 
SAFETY. 

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for (he Province 
of New-Hampshire : 

Humbly shows John Sullivan, that General Washington 
sent him to Portsmouth, in this Province, to take the com- 
mand of the forces here, to repel any attacks upon this 
or any other sea-ports in this quarter, and has since sent 
some small forces from the Army, to assist in such defence; 
that he, in consequence of the directions given him, has 
summoned in a part of the Militia, with whose assistance 
he has thrown up some works in this and the Province of 
Maine, for the defence of Piscataqua harbour, and taken 
such steps as appeared to him necessary for the defence of 
Portsmouth, and has completed as far as the length of time 
since his arrival would admit ; but finds that the fleet 
destined to destroy this port has proceeded to Boston, 
whereupon the Militia begin to return to their respective 
homes, leaving the works unfinished, not as yet defensible, 
and without guard sufficient to prevent the fort and 
Town's being taken or destroyed by surprise. He humbly 
apprehends that at least one thousand men, exclusive of 
two hundred artillerymen, ought to be raised and stationed 
at Newcastle, Pearce's and Seavy's Islands, for some 



short space of time, with proper officers appointed to com- 
mand in each department, and with proper officers appoint- 
ed_ to command the Companies stationed in each. He begs 
your advice on the affair, and that you would inform him 
what is necessary to be further done ; and that you would 
let him know, as soon as may be, whether you apprehend 
it necessary for him or the riflemen and artillerymen 
sent him from the Army to tarry any longer, that he may 
conduct himself accordingly; and begs leave to assure you, 
that whatever you direct or advise shall be cheerfully com- 
plied with, by your most obedient servant, 

John Sullivan, Brig. Gen. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL 
SULLIVAN. 
In Committee of Safety, October 27, 1775. 

Sir: This Committee, in consequence of your repre- 
sentation, are deeply impressed with gratitude to General 
Washington, for his early attention and kindness to this 
Colony, in sending you with some forces to protect their 
Metropolis from the threatened invasion ; and hope the 
same generous disposition will induce him to continue his 
assistance while our danger remains. 

The number of men you propose to have raised for our 
present defence, we have considered of; and judge it 
necessary that the number of matrosses be augmented to 
two hundred; and that eight hundred men more be en- 
listed for fifteen days, to guard the several necessary posts 
and passes, and shall give orders for completing the 
same. 

Colonel Joshua Wingate, Lieutenant-Colonel Jonathan 
Burnam, and Major James Haclctt, are appointed by the 
Congress of this Colony field-officers of a Regiment of 
Minute-Men, and commissioned. We have therefore 
directed them to take command according to their several 
stations. 

We have requested William Knight and Joshua Went- 
worlh, Esqrs., Captain William Pearne, Captain Thomas 
Thompson, and Supply Clap, or any three of them, to pro- 
cure and fix a sufficient number of vessels a little above the 
boom, in order to hinder the passage of our enemy's ships 
up the river. 

We expect, Sir, while you are permitted to tarry, you 
will employ the troops here, and such as shall come in, in 
such a manner as you shall judge necessary, in preparing 
for and making the best defence circumstances will allow of, 
observing all the frugality and economy the great object of 
defence will admit of; and on all matters of consequence, 
where time will permit, to consult the Congress of this 
Colony or this Committee. 

The fixing a cable to strengthen the boom, as you pro- 
posed, (considering the time it will require to prepare it, 
and the great expense thereof, and the importance of the 
boom and ships,) we think may be omitted. 

In behalf of the Committee, I am, with great esteem, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

Matthew Thornton, Chairman. 

Hon. Brigadier-General Sullivan. 



ORDERS TO WILLIAM KNIGHT AND OTHERS. 

In Committee of Safety, Exeter, October 27, 1775. 

To William Knight and Joshua Wentworth, Esqrs., 
Captains Pearne, Thompson, and Clap : 

It having been represented to this Committee as neces- 
sary that a number of vessels should be properly moored 
above the boom on Piscataqua River, we do therefore 
hereby desire you, to prevent the passage of the enemy's 
ships up the river, or any three of you, to take a sufficient 
number of the meanest vessels you can easily find, that will 
answer the purpose, and fix them in such places, and in 
such a manner above the boom, as you shall judge best. 
Also, to appraise each of said vessels, and make return there- 
of, with the name of the owner, to this Committee, and to 
assure the owners of the vessels you shall so take, that in 
case they are destroyed in said service, they shall be paid 
for, according to your appraisement. 

By order of the Committee : 

Matthew Thornton, Chairman. 
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" COLONEt, ARNOLD TO COLONEL GREENE AND OTHERS 

i-7! -t '^"^'^,vo*~aria a hal? miles on the Great Carrying Waco, 

. .',iii:.u.:ii ..^Ji«i i .^..i^-i^.: ^. —;..-.>--., : < h: ^October 27, 1775. 

; Gentlemen: I arrived here last night. Captain Man- 
chet informs me the roads through the woods are well spot- 
ted, and not so bad but men will make greater despatch 
than by water. The carrying places from lake to lake are 
so raahy and difficult, that I think the whole will get for- 
ward much sooner by leaving all the balteaus. If there 
are arty people sick, you will perhaps be under a necessity 
of bringing on some balteaus. We are now near by the 
stream, which is about six miles to the lake. I believe the 
walking here is pretty good, if you go a little back from 
the stream. When you arrive at the lake, the walking is 
very good ; the land rises gently, with a good road ; I am 
told good all the way down. 

I have heard nothing from Jackson. Lieutenant Steele 
has gone over the pond. His party are here, and most of 
them going forward. I shall proceed with what men I 
have, as fast as possible, to the inhabitants, to send back 
provisions. Pray make all possible despatch. 

I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 

To Colonels Greene, Enos, and the Captains in the rear of 
the Detachment. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO THE FIELD-OFFICERS AND CAPTAINS 
IN THE DETACHMENT. 

Chaudiere River, October 27, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I have this moment arrived here, and met 
my express from the French inhabitants, who, he tells me, 
are rejoiced to hear we are coming, and that they will 
gladly supply us with provisions. He says there are few 
or no Regulars at Quebeck, which may be easily taken. I 
have just met Lieutenants Steele and Church, and am de- 
termined to proceed as fast as possible, with four batteaus 
and fifteen men, to the inhabitants, and send back provi- 
sions as soon as possible. I hope to be there in three days, 
as my express tells me we can go most of the way by 
water. You must all of you keep the east side of the 
lake. You will find only one small river until you reach 
the crotch, which is just above the inhabitants. I hope, 
in six days from this time, to have provisions half way up 
the river. Pray make all possible despatch. 

If any Companies, on their arrival at the river, have 
more than. four, or five days' provisions, let it be despatched 
to others, or left for their coming on. 

1 am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

B. Arnold. 

P. S. The bearer, Isaac Hull, I have sent back, in order 
to direct the people in coming from the carrying place to 
Chaudiere Pond. From the west side of the great carry- 
ing place, before they come to the meadows, strike oft' to 
the right hand, and keep about a north and by east course, 
which will escape the low swampy land and save a very 
great distance, and about six miles will bring you to the 
pond. By no means keep the brook, which will carry 
you into a swamp, out of which it will be impossible for 
you to get. 

N. B. To be sent on, that the whole may see it. 



and eight Frenchmen, and shall immediately forward on 
more as far as the falls. Those who have provisions to 
reach the falls will let this pass on for the rear; and those 
who want will take sparingly as possible, that the whole 
may meet with relief. The inhabitants received us kindly, 
and appear friendly in offering us provisions, he. Pray 
make all possible despatch. 

I am, Gentlemen, yours, Stc, B. Arnold. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO COLONEL ENOS. 

Chaudiere Pond, October 27, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Forward on the enclosed letter to his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, by express. If you have 
"any officer who is not hearty and well, send him ; and give 
orders to take particular care of the sick, and those who 
are returning, as well as of any other matters that are 
necessary. I hope soon to see you in Quebeck ; and am, 

dear Sir, your humble servant, t? . 

J t>. Arnold. 

To Colonel Enos. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO THE OFFICERS OF THE DETACHMENT. 

Sartigan, October 31, 1775.. 

Gentlemen: I have now sent forward, for the use of 
the detachment, five barrels and two tierces, and five hun- 
dred pounds of flour, by Lieutenant Church, Mr. Barrin, 



cosmopolitan, no. I. 
To the Inhabitants of the American Colonies. 

Friends and Fellow- Citizens : 

By the splendid monuments of Grecian antiquity, we 
learn, at Athens — that seat of science, that nursery of free- 
dom, that mistress of the world, now in ruins — there was 
a custom, in times of trouble and general calamity, to in- 
vite, by the publick crier, every person, of whatever age, 
quality, degree, or profession, to give his opinion with free- 
dom and plainness, for the good of the State. Unaspiring 
to opinions upon difficult and intricate questions, leaving 
plans and measures to the invention and wisdom of deep 
politicians and the united efforts of our assembled Dele- 
gates, not long since, without fee or reward, expectation or 
prospect, I assumed my pen in opposition to Ministerial 
hirelings, and the tools and minions of despotick sway. 
Having delineated our rights, and scanned the pretences 
for infringing them, 1 stopped short, and retired from the 
publick view. Something more may yet be done. The 
duty of a citizen is undischarged but in constant struggles 
in his Country's cause. My present design is to cast in a 
mite to rouse the attention, increase the vigilance, and set 
in motion the wheels of reflection, among the various classes 
of men, especially the yeomanry of America, against the 
wanton ebullitions of undelegated power, and the increasing 
torrent of Britannick oppression. Not doubting the sin- 
cerity of the heart, you will excuse, from a principle of 
tenderness, the want of elocution and polished sentiment 
in one whose highest ambition is the service of the publick ; 
who, although he has neither that experience of years, 
which adds weight to counsel, and authority to debate, had 
rather wander abroad in a rustick dress, than to enjoy that 
silent glow of the recluse speculator, which, being confined 
to the narrow circle of his own breast, must, void of utility, 
soon perish. 

We have, my dear friends, passed the Rubicon; the die 
is up. There is but a single alternative : either in the blaze 
of war to submit our cause to the great arbiter of battles, 
or resign ourselves and ours into the unrelenting hands of 
the proud and the cruel, to be by them butchered as sheep, 
or, like machines, disposed of in servile drudgery, or the 
infamous business of enslaving others. There is no retro- 
spect; our choice is easy, our duty plain.. It was the 
opinion of David, a brave and magnanimous prince, a great 
statesman, and a good soldier, that it was better to fall into 
the hands of God than into the hands of men. Being 
thoroughly convinced that the assumed right of Parliament 
is ill-founded, that her claim is usurpation, or exercised 
power, tyranny, and cruelty, we bottom on the unshaken 
rock of eternal truth, in defence of our own rights, the 
rights of humanity, and the rights of heaven. Let this 
prepare us for every hazardous and manly achievement. 
Reason, self-preservation points _out the way, and a con- 
sciousness of rectitude ought to supply us with ardour, 
resolution, and fortitude. The calls of the community, the 
business of the day, is level to every man's eye/ Our 
rights are invaded ; they must be defended. The heavy 
stroke of Ministerial vengeance, which is aimed at our vitals, 
must be repelled, although, in its rebound, it should plunge 
Great Britain into the vast ocean of her own misconduct. 
The dispute is become too serious to think of temporizing 
accommodations or partial contracted negotiations. The 
exigencies of the times require something bold, something 
decisive. Mysteries and unintelligible refinement may 
amuse the curious, secure a party, or conceal a tyrant. 
Interest and faction may be their advocates; honour and 
honesty despise them. 

There are those who solace themselves in the pleasing 
expectation that Great Britain will reverse her measures, 
and meet us again upon equitable terms; an expectation 
irrational in itself, and dangerous to the community. It is 
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with bodies as with individuals : their past behaviour is the 
best security for their future conduct. The Ministry, how- 
ever weak, narrow, and unstable in their means, have been, 
like the needle to the pole, fixed upon their favourite end. 
The entire subjugation of all America is their object. This 
must be attempted, at all adventures, say the Ministry, and 
th.e.Commons echo back the humane sentiment. Nothing 
but a feeling conviction, from fatal experience of its utter 
impracticability, will ever divert King, Lords, or Commons, 
from the shameful pursuit. Deaf to the dictates of true 
policy, to the voice of prudence, the cries of humanity, and 
the schemes of the experienced statesman, to the reason- 
ing of the wise, and the tongues of the eloquent, unsheathed 
daggers, fire and force, guns and swords, are their reason- 
ing topicks. 

Whoever dreams of settling the controversy, of recover- 
ing our injured rights, and defending our Country, on beds 
of down or in the garden of pleasure, may awake in melan- 
choly disappointment. A restoration of our envied liberties, 
and the barriers against subsequent encroachments and 
usurpation's, cannot be erected but by those exertions of 
understanding and integrity, those struggles of an undaunt- 
ed .and vigorous spirit, which have adorned the annals of 
old time, and may transmit to future periods a theme of 
admiration and just applause. A contempt of luxury, indo- 
lence, and private emolument, love to our fellow-mortals, 
publick spirit, and a persevering patience in hardships, 
dangers, and fatigues, are necessary for the mighty occa- 
sion. Infernal policy and the mighty of the earth are in 
array against us. The subtilest heads, and the most obsti- 
nate and incorrigible hearts, have joined the confederacy. 
Americans, stung with disappointment, minds reeking with 
malice, and souls black with revenge and theworst of pas- 
sions, influence the process, and, with the importunity of a 
Hutchinson, call for vengeance,, havock, and desolation. 
Let .us. not court. deception, or become dupes to a fond, ill- 
founded hope. Let us anticipate their power, consider 
their motives, and weigh their principles. Let us expect 
the conflict to be fierce and vigorous, the struggle long and 
expensive. Fortify for the event ; prepare for the trial. 
Rise in spirit and resolution in proportion to the importance 
of the object. Hazard of life and fortune is not an equiva- 
lent for the extirpation of tyranny, the re-establishment of 
freedom and its attendant blessings. I repeat it, an imagi- 
nation that the Ministry will slacken their pace, or halt in 
their career, from the sentiments of humanity, the checks 
of national interest, or the rebukes of their own consciences, 
is idle and dangerous. Considerations of future happiness, 
national felicity, and distant dangers, do not affect the cal- 
lous hearts of court favourites, the creatures of venality, 
who live by the hour, and are warm in the pursuit of for- 
tunes, rapine, and plunder. Removed from personal dan- 
ger, they plot with security, and send forth their banded 
mercenaries to execute their hazardous projects. Neces- 
sity alone will make them retreat. A spirited opposition, 
on the part of America, must beget this necessity. In re- 
ply to British petitions, for redress of American grievances, 
says one in the Cabinet : " I do not doubt but the petition- 
ers are aggrieved. I do not doubt but they labour under 
great and singular distresses. I do not doubt but every 
decree of men — the landed gentleman, the merchant, the 
manufacturer, and the mechanick — would all heavily feel, 
in their several situations, the threatened calamities. Nay, 
I do not promise certain success from present measures. 
The Army may proceed to hostilities ; they may be de- 
feated. The Americans may prevail. We may be stripped 
of the sovereignty of that Country ; but what of that ? 
(with marble apathy, says the Westminster demon.) The 
events of war are uncertain. The question is, allowing all 
the inconveniences, as set forth in the petitions, to be pre- 
cisely just, and taking into full contemplation every possible 
contingency that human foresight and prudence can sug- 
gest, whether we should, relinquish our rights, or resolve, 
at all events, resolutely to persist in their assertion. It is 
utterly impossible to say one syllable on the matter of 
expediency, till the right is first as fully asserted on one 
side, as acknowledged on the other." 

What have we to expect ? What not to fear, when the 
political pendulum is vibrated, and the reins of government 
guided by men possessing such principles? — artificially 
headstrong ; determined to plunge a whole Kingdom into 



wretchedness, for the formal establishment of that which 
she might ever realize, as to all its valuable purposes, with 
pacifick facility. An experienced statesman would com- 
prehend measures and their consequences. Actions, inde- 
pendent of their tendency, are like substances stripped of 
their essential qualities. That cannot be justifiable which 
is inexpedient, nor that expedient from which many bad 
and no good consequences can result. But this glorious 
advocate for servility has declared it impossible to attend 
to that alone which demands attention, until the right is 
established, " at all events," and then his question of expe- 
diency comes too late. 

Certainly, then, it is not to the King, or his prostituted 
Court, that we are to look for security. Under a kind 
Providence, the strength of our arms, and our own bodies, 
must form the line of protection. Miracles are not to be 
expected. Heaven proceeds in the use of means. We 
are not to look for a dividing sea to swallow up an hostile 
fleet, or for hail-stones, from above, to humble the pride 
of an opposing power. The means of safety are in our 
own hands. Our internal resources are inexhaustible. Our 
natural strength, if fully and uniformly exerted, invincible. 
Our numbers sufficient ; our bodies hardy and vigorous. 
Our union such as to quell the proudest Ministers and 
baffle the efforts of the greatest Jesuit to break it. Our 
courage and our discipline continually increasing, while a 
sense of indignities is still trickling in our veins, and the 
lash of oppression sharpening the edge of our spirits. Our 
all is at stake, and, in defence of our all, every thing is to 
be risked, forced, and attempted. 

Worcester, Massachusetts, October 27, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE BURGH OF RF.NFREW. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Coun- 
cil of the Burgh of Renfrew, presented to His Majesty by 
the Right Honourable Lord Frederick Camphdl, their 
Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, the Piovost, Magistrates, and Council of the Burgh 
of Renfrew, with the wannest affection and utmost humility, 
beg leave to declare our entire satisfaction with your Ma- 
jesty's mild and just Government. 

When the greatest part of your Majesty's Colonies in 
America are in actual rebellion, stirred up by some restless 
and seditious spirits among themselves, who have imposed 
on the people, and, under the pretence of liberty, have, 
in a manner, abolished all liberty and lawful government ; 
and while they are unnaturally aided and abetted by a 
disappointed faction at home, we think it our duty to de- 
clare our abhorrence of these proceedings, and that we are 
ready to lay our lives and fortunes at your Majesty's feet, 
to support your just right, and the authority of your Par- 
liament over America. 

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appoint- 

' ' John Paterson, Provost. 

Renfrew, Octobor 28, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF DUMFRIES. 

Address of the Magistrates, Common Council, Burgesses, 
and Inhabitants of the Town of Dumfries, presented to His 
Majesty by William Douglas, Esq., their Representative 
in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Magistrates, Common Council, Burgesses, and Inhabitants 
of the Town of Dumfries, deeply impressed with a sense 
of the ingratitude of a number of the inhabitants of your 
Majesty's Dominions in America, both towards your Ma- 
jesty and the Mother Country, humbly beg leave to assure 
your Majesty of our firm attachment to your Majesty, and 
utter abhorrence and detestation of those treasonable sedi- 
tions that have of late been raised in that part of your 
Majesty's Dominions. 

Persuaded, as we are, that those commercial purposes, 
to which your Majesty's Colonies in America owe their 
original, can never be answered but by maintaining a proper 
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dependance of those Colonies on the Mother Country, and 
vigorously asserting the authority of the Legislature when 
resisted or contemned by the Colonists, nothing that is in 
our power to contribute shall be wanting, to aid and assist 
your Majesty in following out such measures as may be 
most effectual for asserting the honour and dignity of your 
crown, and the supremacy of the British Legislature, over 
every part of the British Empire. 

Attached, as we have ever been, to the principles of the 
glorious revolution, and the succession of your Majesty's 
illustrious House, we cannot, without the utmost concern, 
perceive any of your Majesty's subjects acting upon prin- 
ciples subversive of that Constitution which has, since the 
succession of your Majesty's family, secured to us the most 
inestimable of all blessings — .liberty and pure religion. And 
as it becomes every British subject to set life and fortune 
at nought, when these, or the Constitution by which they 
are sebured, are attacked, should it be necessary for us to 
hazard both on the present occasion, we trust that we shall 
not be found backward to sacrifice them ; , to maintain the 
Constitution in the same state it has been handed down to 
us by our ancestors. 

That your Majesty may be long preserved to reign over 
a free and united people, and that the British Empire may 
be transmitted undivided to your Majesty's royal issue, to 
latest posterity, is the sincere and ardent wish of, may it 
please your Majesty, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful 
subjects. 

Dumfries, October 98, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF HELLESTON. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, Freemen, and princi- 
pal Inhabitants of the Borough of Hellcston, in the County 
of Cornwall, transmitted to the Earl of Rochford, one of 
His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and presented 
to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Freemen, and principal Inhabitants" of 
the Borough of Htlleston, in the County of Cornwall, 
most humbly beg leave to approach the throne, and, unin- 
fluenced by any other motives than those of duty and loy- 
alty to our Sovereign, to declare our utmost abhorrence 
and detestation of the unnatural rebellion winch some of 
your Majesty's Provinces in North- America have lately 
entered into, fomented by the arts of evil and designing 
men, and to testify to your Majesty our entire approbation 
of and confidence In those measures which are pursuing for 
bringing these' deluded people to a return of their duty; 
for which purpose, we, amidst the rest of our loyal fellow- 
subjects, do hereby make a tender of our faithful services 
to your Majesty. 

Given under our hands and the common seal of the 
said Borough, this twenty-eighth day of October, one thou- 
sand seven hundred and seventy-five. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF BRECHINE. 

Address of the Magistrates and Town Council of the 
City of Brechine, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one 
of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and pre- 
sented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The_ humble Address of the Magistrates and Town Coun- 
cil of the City of Brechine, in Common Council as- 
"Vethbled. 

Most Gracious sovereign: 

■UXy iS l!T': ;'>■' * .,,..,.,, 

,c3e, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Ma- 
gistrates and Town Council of the City of Brechine, beg 
leave to approach your royal throne, as well from duty as 
from a sincere attachment to your Majesty's person and 
Government, at a time when rebellion, among some of 
your Majesty's subjects in America, rears its head, and 
bids defiance to the laws; to express our loyalty and at- 
tachment to your Majesty's person, family, and Govern- 
ment; and to assure your Majesty, that, from the bottom 
of our hearts, we abhor and detest the rebellious acts of 



your Colonists ; and that we utterly disapprove of every 
method whatever, tending to inflame the minds of your 
Majesty's peaceful subjects against your Majesty, and those 
of your most honourable Council, while prosecuting mea- 
sures so highly necessary for bringing to reason and sub- 
mission to the laws those of your rebellious and deluded 
subjects who have endeavoured to throw off their depend- 
ance on the Parent State. 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty, with the most 
unfeigned truth, that we look upon those attempts with the 
utmost indignation ; and most earnestly wish that the mea- 
sures adopted by the Legislature may, by the aid of the 
Almighty, be the speedy means of restoring tranquillity, 
and putting an end to civil discord : for obtaining of which 
happy end, we will support your Majesty, and the autho- 
rity of the Legislature, with our lives and fortunes. 

That your Majesty and your royal heirs may reign to 
latest posterity, over an united and happy people, is our 
most ardent wish. 

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful 
and loyal subjects, the Magistrates and Town Council of 
your City of Brechine. 

Signed in our name and by our appointment, and the 
seal of the City is affixed. 

John Molison, Provost. 
Brechine, October 28, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF LEEDS. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen,, and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Leeds, in the County of York, presented to 
His Majesty by Edwin Lascelles, Esq., one of the Repre- 
sentatives in Parliament for the County of York. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Bur- 
gesses of the Borough of Leeds, in the Counlu of 
York. ' J 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, beg 
leave (as we think it our indispensable duty at this time) 
to approach the throne, and with the utmost zeal and sin- 
cerity to declare our grateful and affectionate attachment 
to your royal person and family. 

Convinced of your Majesty 's great regard for the glori- 
ous Constitution of this Country, and the real happiness of 
all your subjects, permit us to assure your Majesty, that 
we shall at all times be ready to join in supporting the 
rights and authorities of the British Legislature and the 
just prerogatives of the Crown. 

It is with very great concern we observe that our fellow- 
subjects in America disclaim all obedience to the laws of 
their Mother Country ; but whatever sorrow or compassion 
we may feel for those misguided people, we think it not 
only our duty, but our interest, to afford every assistance 
in our power towards reducing them to due subjection, 
however disagreeable the means necessary to be used for 
that purpose may be; and your Majesty may rest assured 
that we shall at all times persevere in supporting such 
measures as may be thought necessary for ascertaining and 
maintaining the legislative authority of this Kingdom, and 
reducing your Majesty's rebellious subjects to proper obe- 
dience. 

Given under our common seal, this twenty-eighth dav 
of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five. 

By the Court : 

Thomas Barstow, Jun., Common Clerk. 

ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE BOROUGH OF 
'"■'."" LEEDS. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants) Free- 
holders, and principal Inhabitants of the Borough and 
neighbourhood of Leeds, in the County of .York, presented 
to His Majesty by Edwin Lascelles, Esquire, one of the 
Representatives in Parliament for the County of York. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants 
Freeholders, and principal Inhabitants of the Borough 
and neighbourhood of Leeds, in the County o/York. 
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Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, 
humbly beg leave to approach your throne, to testify our 
grateful acknowledgments for the many blessings we enjoy 
under your Majesty's auspicious Government, to the gen- 
tleness and mildness of which we owe the rapid increase 
of our manufactures, giving full employ to all our poor, 
even at advanced wages ; and to the protection therefrom 
derived, attribute the extension of our commerce abroad, 
and the consequential flourishing situation of this populous 
Country. 

Silence in us. therefore, would be criminal, at a time 
when sedition, fomented by the misrepresentations of artful, 
ill-designing men, working upon the minds of narrow and 
self-interested people, hath, in some of your Majesty's Colo- 
nies in North- America, erected the standard of rebellion — a 
rebellion as unnatural as unprovoked; the abetters whereof, 
for want of real grievances to palliate in any degree their trea- 



sonable purposes, are obliged to have recourse to specula- 
tive opinions and ideal doctrines, incompatible in practice 
with every form of Government. 

Impelled by a grateful and just sense of the happiness 
we have enjoyed under your Majesty's reign, we, your 
Majesty's most faithful subjects, deem it a duty incumbent 
upon us, as good citizens, thus publickly to declare our 
utter abhorrence of the conduct of those traitorous and 
rebellious people, who are striking at the root of Americun 
liberty, which can only be preserved by due obedience to 
the legislative authority of Great Britain ; that we sensibly 
feel the insult offered to the supreme authority of these 
realms ; and with the greatest sincerity assure your Majesty 
that w T e will, to the utmost of our abilities, exert ourselves 
in supporting the execution of such measures as shall be 
found necessary to bring the Colonies to a due sense of 
their dependance upon the Mother Country, and a proper 
obedience to the laws of this Kingdom. 



PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF NEW-JERSEY. 
A list of the Deputies who attended this Congress. 
Bergen: John Dimarest, Jacobus Post. 
Essex : Abraham Clark, Ileitis Ogden, Samuel Potter, 

Caleb Camp, Robert Drummond. 
Middlesex: Azariah Dunham, John Dennis. 
Mokris: William Winds, William De Hart, Jacob Drake, 

Silas Condit, Ellis Cook. 
Somerset : Hendrick Fisher, Cornelius Van Milliner, 

Iiuloffe Van Dyke. 
Sussex : William Maxwell, Ephraim Martin, Thomas 

Potts, Abia Brown, Mark Thompson. 
Monmouth : Edward Taylor, John Covenhovcn, Joseph 

Holmes. 
Hunterdon : Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm, John Hart, 

Charles Stewart, Augustine Stevenson. 
Burlington: Isaac Pearson, John Pope, Samuel How, 

John Wood, Joseph Newbold. 
Gloucester: John Cooper, Joseph Ellis, Thomas Clark, 

Elijah Clark, Richard Somers. 
Salem: John Holme, Edward Keasby, Benjamin Holme, 

John Carey. 
Cumberland: Thcophilus Elmer, Jonathan Ayars. 
Cape-May: Jesse Hand. 

Tuesday, October 3, 1775. 

Several of the Deputies returned to serve in this Con- 
gress for the respective Counties of this Colony assembled 
at Trenton, pursuant to the appointment of the late Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

Wednesday, October 4, 1775. 

The Congress again assembled, and, several other Mem- 
bers attending, proceeded to the election of a President 
and Vice-President; when Samuel Tucker, Esq., was cho- 
sen President, and Hendrick Fisher, Esq., Vice-President. 

John Mehelm, Esquire, at the request of the Congress, 
consented to act as Secretary until a Secretary be chosen. 

On motion made, Ordered, That the President do wait 
upon the Ministers of the Gospel in this Town, and, in the 
name of this Congress, request their alternate attendance 
and service every morning, at nine o'clock, during the ses- 
sion, in order that the business of the day may be opened 
with prayer, in the most humble manner to supplicate Al- 
mighty God, that, out of his infinite goodness and mercy, 
he will be pleased to influence and direct the Councils of 
America and Great Britain, so that peace, unanimity, and 
harmony, may be happily re-established between both Coun- 
tries upon a permanent foundation 



Essex : Abraham Clark, Lewis Ogden, Samuel Potter, 

Caleb Camp, Robert Drummond. 
Middlesex: John Dennis, Azariah Dunham. 
Morris: William Winds, William De Hart, Jacob Drake, 

Silas Condit, Ellis Cook. 
Somerset: Hendrick Fisher, Cornelius Van Muliner, 

Ruloffe Van Dyke. 
Sussex: William Maxwell, Ephraim Martin, Thomas 

Potts, Abia Brown, Mark Thompson. 
Hunterdon : Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm, John Hart, 

Charles Stewart, Augustine Stevenson. 
Monmouth : Edward Taylor, John Covenhoven, Joseph 

Holmes. 
Burlington : Isaac Pearson, John Pope, Samuel How, 

John Wood, Joseph Newbold. 
Gloucester: John Cooper, Joseph Ellis, Thomas Clark, 

Elijah Clark, Richard Somers. 
Salem : Grant Gibbon, Benjamin Holme, John Holme, 

Edward Keasby, John Carey. 
Cumberland : Theophilus Elmer, Jonathan Ayars. 
Cape-May: Jesse Hand, Elijah Hughes. 

A Petition from twenty-four Inhabitants of the County 
of Monmouth, suggesting that the Deputies returned for 
that County were not duly elected, was read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of New- York 
to the Committee of Safety of this Colony, relative to the 
apprehending of Deserters from the Continental Troops, 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

A Petition from Daniel Mask ell, of Cumberland Coun- 
ty, praying that Commissions may issue for a Company of 
Minute-Men in that County, was read. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the several 
persons therein named. 

A Letter from the Committee of the County of Morris, 
recommending the several persons therein named for Com- 
missions in the Battalion of Minute-Men in that County, 
was read. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue accordingly. 

Mr. President laid before the Congress a Letter from 
the Earl of Stirling, enclosing copies of some Letters lately 
written by his Lordship, on the subject of his having re- 
ceived a Commission of Colonel of a Regiment of Militia, 
together with the Return of his Regiment. 

Ordered, That the Return be filed, and that the Let- 
ters be laid on the table for the inspection of the Members. 

Sundry copies of Associations from the Township of 
Freehold, in Monmouth County, the Township of Hills- 
borough, in Somerset County, and the Township of Mans- 



The Congress was accordingly opened with prayer by field, in Burlington County, were read, and ordered to be 



the Rev. Mr. Spencer. 

The Congress then proceeded to examine the Certifi- 
cates of the Election of the Deputies for the several Coun- 
ties in this Colony, and the following gentlemen were re- 
turned as duly elected, to wit : 
Bergen : John Demarest, Jacobus Post, Abraham Van 

Boskirk. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 77 



filed. 

A Petition from a number of Inhabitants of the Town- 
ship of Nottingham, praying that the petitioners may be 
allowed to join Capt. Harrison's Company of Light-Infan- 
try, in Trenton, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 
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Thursday, October 5, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion made, Resolved, That William Palerson, 
Esq., be appointed Secretary to this Congress. 

The Petition from Monmouth County, suggesting that 
the Deputies returned for that County were not duly elect- 
ed, was read a second time; whereupon, on motion of Mr. 
Holmes, it is 

Ordered, That the parties be allowed a publick hearing 
on the prayer of this Petition on Wednesday next, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon; and that the Deputies from Mon- 
mouth do acquaint the parties therewith. 

The Letter from the Committee of Safety of New- York 
to the Committee of Safety of this Colony, respecting the 
apprehending of Deserters from the Continental Troops, 
was read a second time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Dunham, and Mr. 
Stewart, be a Committee to prepare the draught of a Re- 
solution relative to the same, and make a report thereof to 
this Congress. 

The Congress adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow 
mornjng. 

Friday, October G, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Petition from Jonathan Williams and others, object- 
ing to the Field-Officers of the Second Battalion of Mili- 
tia for the County of Gloucester, as recommended by the 
County Committee, and praying that other Field-Officers 
may be commissioned to command that Battalion, was 
read, and ordered a second reading. 

A Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of the 
County of Hunterdon, praying that Money at interest may 
be taxed, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

A proposal from James Campbell and others, respecting 
the manufacturing of Fire- Arms in this Colony, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Mr. Pearson, Mr. 
Stewart, Mr. Holmes, Mr. De Hart, and Mr. Camp, be 
a Committee to examine the Returns of Minute-Men and 
Officers, and report the same to this Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Covenhovcn, that Colonel Taylor be 
heard before this Congress, pursuant to the recommenda- 
tion of the County Committee of Monmouth, upon the 
question, Whether, in Colonel Taylor's particular case, he 
might not be permitted to hold the commission of Captain 
and the commission of Colonel in the same Regiment, at 
the same time ? 

Ordered, That Colonel Taylor be heard immediately. 

Col. Taylor, having been called in, was heard ; where- 
upon, on motion made, it is 

Resolved, That the determination of this matter be post- 
poned to a future day. 

The Congress adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow 



Saturday, October 7, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Returns of 
Minute-Officers having reported that they had examined 
the Muster-Rolls of Captain Ilazlet, Captain Stout, and 
Captain Brearley, and found them agreeable to the Ordi- 
nance of the late Congress, 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the respective 
Officers of those three Companies. 

On motion made, Resolved, That on Thursday morn- 
ing next this Congress will take into consideration the fol- 
lowing matters, to wit : 

1. Whether the present state of the Provincial Fund, 
ordered by the late Congress, be sufficient to answer the 
present publick exigencies. 

2. Whether any and what further Provincial Fund is 
necessary. And, 

3. The ways and means to erect such Fund. 
The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 



The Congress resumed the consideration of Colonel 
Taylor's case ; and, after debating the same, 

Resolved, unanimously, That no Officer in the Militia 
service in this Colony be permitted to hold two commis- 
sions at the same time. 

On motion made, Resolved, unanimously, That no one 
person shall hold commissions under the Minute and Mili- 
tia Ordinances at the same time. 

The Congress adjourned until Monday morning next, 
ten o'clock. 

Monday, October 9, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Two Petitions from the Inhabitants of the County of 
Sussex, signed by a great number of persons, and praying 
that all who pay taxes may be admitted to vote with the 
freeholders, at future elections for Deputies to serve in 
Congress, were read, and ordered a second reading. 

Five Petitions from other Inhabitants of the County of 
Sussex, signed by a number of persons, and praying that 
all suits at law for the recovery of debts already com- 
menced, or to be commenced, may be suspended, upon 
certain conditions, until the dispute between Great Britain 
and the Colonies shall be settled, were read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Commissions do issue 
to the Officers of the Third Company of Foot of the Town- 
ship of Acquanuck. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Mr. Hart, Mr. Den- 
nis, Mr. Demarest, Mr. Van Dyke, Mr. Winds, Mr. Mar- 
tin, Mr. Elijah Clark, Mr. Hand, Mr. Carey, Mr. Elmer, 
Mr. Ncivbold, Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Potter, be a Committee 
to prepare an estimate of the expense necessary to put this 
Colony into a posture of defence at this time, and to make 
report thereof to this Congress on Thursday morning next. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Dunham having informed this Congress that he had 
seen Mr. Paterson, who had acquainted him that his busi- 
ness and circumstances would by no means admit of his 
officiating as Secretary, 

The Congress proceeded to the choice of a Secretary; 
when John Carey, Esq., was unanimously chosen Secre- 
tary, and Abraham Clark and Charles Stewart, Esquires, 
Assistant Secretaries. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of the County of 
Gloucester, praying that some mode may be adopted to 
compel the payment of the Ten Thousand Pound Tax from 
those in that County who have refused to pay the same, 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Petition from Jonathan Williams and others, of 
Gloucester County, relative to the appointment of Field- 
Officers for the Second Battalion of Militia in that County, 
was read a second time ; and the recommendation of the 
County Committee of Gloucester having likewise been 
read, and the prayer of the said Petition having been duly 
considered, 

Resolved, unanimously, That Commissions do issue to 
the gentlemen recommended by the County Committee 
as proper persons for the Officers of the three Battalions 
in that County. 

The Congress adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, October 10, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Abra- 
ham Clark, and Mr. Dennis, be a Committee to inspect 
the Minutes of the late Congress and Committee of Safety; 
and that they make report of such business as stands re- 
ferred to the consideration of this Congress. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of Morris County, 
praying this Congress to appoint Field-Officers for the 
lower Regiment of Militia for the said County, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 
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Wednesday, October 11, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Petition from Morris County, praying this Con- 
gress to appoint Field-Officers, &c, was read a second 
time ; and Captain Bates attending at the door, and de- 
siring to be heard in support of this Petition, 

Resolved, That Captain Bates be heard relative to the 
prayer of the said Petition. 

And Captain Bates having been heard accordingly, and 
the Congress having debated the same, 

Resolved, That this Congress think it is most expedient 
to wait for further information before they proceed to the 
appointment of Officers ; and that the Captains and Subal- 
terns of the said Regiment be directed to recommend 
proper persons for Field-Officers ; such recommendation 
to be certified by the Chairman of the County Committee. 
A Petition from Stephen Burrows, relative to the making 
of Cartouch-Boxes, was read, and ordered a second read- 
ing- 

A Petition from the Committee of Amwell, praying that 
the Third Regiment of the Militia of Hunterdon County 
may continue, but that the commissions of the Field-Offi- 
cers be vacated, and that the Captains and Subalterns may 
be allowed to choose Field-Officers, was read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

A Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of the 
lower part of Amwell, praying that the Third Regiment, 
in the County of Hunterdon, may be united to the First 
Regiment, commanded by Colonel Smith, was read, and 
ordered a second reading. 

A Petition from the Inhabitants of the upper part of Am- 
well, praying that, if any alteration be made in the Third 
Regiment of the Militia of Hunterdon, the petitioners may 
be united to the Fourth Regiment, and not to the First 
Regiment, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

A Petition from Captain Inlay and Captain Gray, pray- 
ing that the Field-Officers of the Third Regiment of Mili- 
tia of Hunterdon maybe continued, was read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

On motion made, Or dered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Abra- 
ham Clark, Mr. Dennis, Mr. Stewart, and Mr. Ellis, be a 
Committee to prepare the draught of an Ordinance for the 
further regulating of the Militia of this Colony, and make 
report thereof to this Congress. 

This Congress having received information that a lew 
days since a small Vessel, supposed to be a tender to some 
Man-of-VVar, was taken near Barncgat, with three per- 
sons on board ; and this information appearing to be true, 
this Congress think it proper that the said Vessel be de- 
tained for the present, and that the persons taken on board 
be secured in some safe place in the County of Monmouth, 
until this Congress can obtain satisfactory information re- 
specting those persons, their business and destination. And 
this Congress request the Committee of Monmouth to make 
diligent inquiry into the above matter, and to report to this 
Congress whatever discovery they may be able to obtain, 
of which the Secretary is ordered to give the said Com- 
mittee notice. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Petition 
from the County of Monmouth, suggesting that the Depu- 
ties returned for that County were not duly elected, and 
praying that the late election may be vacated, and a new 
one granted ; and the parties for and against the Petition 
attending, were called in and heard, pursuant to the order 
of the day; and desiring a further hearing thereon, 
The Congress adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Congress resumed the further consideration of the 
Petition from Monmouth, respecting the election of Depu- 
ties ; and the parties again attending, were called in and 
heard, and then withdrew. 

The Deputies from Monmouth having desired leave to 
withdraw during the debate, 

Ordered, That leave be granted ; and the Deputies 
withdrew accordingly. 

Whereupon, after debating the question, on motion 
made, 

Resolved, That the determination of the question be post- 
poned until to-morrow morning. 



The Congress adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, October 12, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Petition 
from Monmouth County, relative to the election of Depu- 
ties ; and, after debating the same, the question being put, 
whether the election was regular or not, it passed in the 
affirmative. 

Yeas. Nays. 

Bergen County, Burlington County, 
Middlesex " Gloucester " 

Somerset " Essex " 

Morris " 

Sussex " 

Hunterdon " 
Salem " 

Cumberland " 
Cape-May " 

Ordered, That the Deputies from Monmouth County 
be called in, and that they take their seats. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the draughtof a 
Resolution for apprehending of Deserters from the Conti- 
nental Troops, reported a draught of such Resolution, 
which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

Mr. Hart, from the Committee appointed to prepare an 
estimate of the expense necessary to put this Colony into 
a state of defence, reported the draught of such an esti- 
mate, which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Petition from the Committee of Hackensack, re- 
commending Militia Officers for that Precinct, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

On motion made, 

Resolved, That the question relative to the state of the 
Provincial Fund be postponed till the afternoon, to be then 
taken into consideration. 

The Petition from the Committee of Hackensack, re- 
commending Militia Officers for that Precinct, was read a 
second time. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue, pursuant to the 
prayer of the said Petition. 

A Petition from the Township of Kingwood, and a Pe- 
tition from the Township of Alexandria, in the County of 
Hunterdon, praying that Householders and others, not 
Freeholders, who pay their proportion of Taxes in this 
Colony, may be admitted to vote for Deputies to serve in 
Provincial Congress at future elections, were read, and 
ordered a second reading. 

Two other Petitions, from the Townships of Greenwich 
and Mansfield Woodhouse, in the County of Sussex, both 
of the same purport as above, were also read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

A Petition from the Officers of the United Regiment of 
Freehold and Middletown, praying that the Officers therein 
named may be commissioned, was read. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue accordingly. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House, and chose 
Mr. Fisher Chairman, upon the estimate of the expense 
necessary to put this Colony into a state of defence at this 
time, and also upon the ways and means necessary to be 
adopted to provide a sufficient fund to defray that expense ; 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, 
reported that the Committee had made some progress in 
the business to them referred, and desired leave to sit again ; 
to which the Congress agreed. 

A Letter from James Kinsey and William Livingston, 
Esquires, two of the Members of the Continental Congress, 
recommending to the consideration of this Congress to 
raise two Battalions in this Colony immediately, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

The Congress adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 
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Friday, October 13, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The following Letter from the President of the Conti- 
nental Congress, enclosing the Minutes of that House as 
to the raising of two Battalions in this Colony immediately, 
and also forty-eight blank Commissions for the Captains 
and Subaltern Officers, was laid before this Congress ; and 
the Letter and Minutes were read, and ordered a second 
reading. 

"Philadelphia, October 19, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Some late intelligence, hid before Con- 
gress, seems to render it absolutely necessary, for the pro- 
tection of our liberties and safety of our lives, to raise 
several new Battalions, and therefore the Congress have 
come into the enclosed resolutions, which 1 am ordered to 
transmit to you. The Congress have the firmest confidence 
that, from your experienced zeal in this great cause, you 
will exert your utmost endeavours to carry the said reso- 
lutions into execution with all possible expedition. 

" The Congress have agreed to furnish the men with a 
hunting-shirt, not exceeding the value of one dollar and 
one-third of a dollar, and a blanket, provided these can be 
procured ; but these are not to be made part of the terms 
of enlistment. 

"I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
" John Hancock, President. 

'• To the Members of the Convention of New-Jersey. 

" P. S. By order of Congress, I forward you forty-eight 
commissions for the Captains and subaltern officers in the 
New-Jersey Battalions." 

"In Congress, Monday, October 9, 1775. 

"On motion made, 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
of New-Jersey, that they immediately raise, at the expense 
of the Continent, two Battalions, consisting of eight Com- 
panies, each Company of sixty-eight Privates, and officered 
with one Captain, one Lieutenant, one Ensign, four Ser- 
geants, and four Corporals. 

" That the Privates be enlisted for a year, at the rate of 
five Dollars per calendar month, liable to be discharged 
at any time, on allowing them one month's pay extraor- 
dinary. 

" That each of the Privates be allowed, instead of a 
bounty, a felt Hat, a pair of yarn Stockings, and a'pair of 
Shoes; the men to find their own Arms. 

" That the pay of the Officers, for the present, be the 
same as that of the Officers in the present Continental 
Army; and in case the pay of the Officers in the present 
Continental Army is augmented, the pay of the Officers 
in these Battalions shall be in like manner augmented, from 
the time of their engaging in the service. 

"October 12, 1775. 

"Resolved, That each Caplain and other Commissioned 
Officer, while in the recruiting service of this Continent, 
or on their march to join the Army, shall be allowed two 
Doljars and two-thirds of a Dollar per week, for their sub- 
sistence; and that the men who enlist shall, each of them, 
whilst in quarters, be allowed one Dollar per week, and 
one Dollar and one-third of a Dollar when on their march 
to join the Army for the same purpose. 

" That the President transmit to the Convention of New- 
Jersey blank Commissions, to be filled up by the said Con- 
vention, to the Captains and subaltern Officers in the said 
two Battalions; and that the appointment of the Field- 
Officers be, for the present, suspended, until the Congress 
shall take order on that matter. 

, " The form of the enlistment to be in the following 
words : 

"I, .... , have this day voluntarily enlisted myself, 
as a Soldier in the American Continental Army, for one 
year, unless sooner discharged, and do bind myself to con- 
form, in all instances, to such rules and regulations as are 
or shall be established for the government of the said 
Army. 

" A true copy from the Minutes. 

"Chas. Thomson, Secretary. 

" By order of the Congress, 

" John Hancock, President." 

A Memorial from Jonathan D. Sergeant, Esq., Trea- 



surer to the late Congress, with a report of his proceedings, 
were read, and ordered a second reading. 

A Letter from the Chairman of the Committee of Safe- 
ty of Pennsylvania, enclosing two Letters, said to have 
been written by the Rev. Mr. Jonathan Odell, of Burling- 
ton, to certain persons in Great Britain, and referring the 
consideration of the said Letters to this Congress, was laid 
before the Congress, and the several Letters were read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

A Memorial from the Rev. Mr. Odell, praying that this 
Congress will be pleased to appoint an hour for his being 
heard this day, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

A motion was made by Mr. Mchelm, that this Congress 
do, in general, keep their doors open ; and, oh the ques- 
tion being put, it passed in the negative. 

On motion made, 

Ordered, That the several Associations, with the lists 
of such persons as have not associated, returned to this 
Congress, be filed for the inspection of the Deputies. 

A Petition from the Freeholders of Ilackensack, object- 
ing to the election of the Committee of that Precinct, and 
referring the merits of that election to this Congress, was 
read, and ordered a second reading. 

A Petition from a number of the Freeholders of the 
Precinct of Ilackensack, praying that the said election 
may be confirmed, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Letter 
from the Continental Congress, recommending two Batta- 
lions to be immediately raised in this Colony; and, after 
some time spent therein, 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Ogden, Mr. Abraham 
Clark, and Mr. Stewart, be a Committee to prepare the 
draught of an answer, and to report the same this after- 
noon. 

The Letter from the Committee of Safety of Pennsyl- 
vania, with the Letters of the Rev. Mr. Odell sent there- 
with, and also the Memorial of Mr. Odell, desiring to he 
heard respecting the above Letters, were all read a second 
time; and, Mr. Odell attending, 

Ordered, That Mr. Odell hath leave to return to his 
house at present, upon his parole of honour to attend this 
Congress on Tuesday next, at three o'clock, in the after- 
noon. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Muster-Roll 
of Minute Officers reported, that they had inspected those 
of Captain Toubrook, Captain Shaw, and Captain Ander- 
son, and recommend that their Commissions be granted. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue accordingly to the 
Officers of those Companies. 

The Congress adjourned till three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Several Memorials having been presented to this Con- 
gress, from gentlemen who offer themselves for commis- 
sions in the two Battalions expected to be raised in this 
Colony, it is 

Ordered, That all such Memorials as already have 
or hereafter may be received on this subject, be filed, until 
this Congress shall have come to a determination as to the 
raising of those Battalions, and then to be taken into con- 
sideration. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the draught of an 
answer to the Letter from the Continental Congress, re- 
ported a draught, which was read, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The following engrossed answer, to the Letter from the 
Continental Congress, was read and approved, and ordered 
to be signed by the President and despatched immediately. 

Trenton, October 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Congress of New-Jersey, animated 
with equal affection to the common cause of America, and 
equally with the other Provinces desirous to promote its 
general interest, as far as in their power, are sorry to find 
their good intentions likely to be restrained by one of tfie 
resolutions of the honourable Continental Congress of the 
12th instant, obligingly communicated to us by their Pre- 
sident. 

We cannot but observe, that if the nomination of the 
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Field-Officers of die Battalions, proposed to be raised in 
this Province, be not first ascertained to be in this Congress, 
it will much impede the expeditious raising the men. And 
we are clearly of opinion thaPit will tend much to expe- 
dite Ahisservice, if Field-Officers are first of all appointed ; 
for if they are such as are generally respected in the Pro- 
vince, not only Captains and subalterns of reputation will 
offer their service, but the privates will enlist more cheer- 
fully ; indeed, the other commissions cannot, perhaps, be 
properly filled up, without inserting in what Battalion the 
officers are to serve. 

We also humbly conceive that, as other Provinces have 
been indulged with this privilege, we cannot, in justice to 
our constituents, nor consistent with the honour of our 
Province, give up this claim. 

We have no doubt, therefore, but that the honourable 
Continental Congress will reconsider this resolution, and 
determine that this Province ought neither to be precluded 
a privilege granted to every other Province, nor restrained 
in their endeavours to promote the general interest of Ame- 
rica ; in such case, we beg leave to assure them that this 
Congress will exert all its influence in promoting the raising 
the proposed levies ; and we have the pleasure to add, that 
we have reason to hope they will be attended with the de- 
sired success. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 

By order of the Provincial Congress of New-Jersey. 
Samuel Tucker, President. 

The Members of the Honourable the Continental Con- 
gress, Philadelphia. 

On motion made, the Congress resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, upon the estimate of the ex- 
pense necessary to put this Colony into a state of defence 
at this time, and, also, upon the ways and means necessary 
to be adopted to provide a sufficient fund to defray that 
expense ; and, after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, reported, that the Committee had made some fur- 
ther progress in the matters to them referred, and desired 
leave to sit again on Thursday next : to which the Con- 
gress agreed. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, October 14, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Petition from the Freeholders of Hackcnsack, com- 
plaining of an undue election of the Committee of that 
Precinct, and, also, the Petition from others, Freeholders 
of Hackensack, praying that the said election may be con- 
firmed, w T ere both read a second time ; and, after hear- 
ing the sundry evidence on both sides, and deliberating 
thereon, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the election of the Com- 
mittee, for the Precinct of Hackensack, be confirmed. 

The Certificate from the Committee of the County of 
Bergen, of Field-Officers chosen for the Regiment of Mi- 
litia in that County, was read. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the several Offi- 
cers therein named. 

Whereas, from the peculiar circumstances of the County 
of Morris, a debt of about one hundred and eighty Pounds 
hath accrued in the raising of Minute-Men in May last, on 
the alarming account of the battle of Lexington ; and it 
being thought to be right and just that the same should be 
discharged, it is, therefore, recommended to the Committee 
of the County of Morris, to pay the same out of their part 
or proportion of the Ten Thousand Pound Tax, levied on 
the inhabitants of that County in virtue of an Ordinance 
of the late Congress ; provided, that this payment be not 
considered as paid, or ordered to be paid, at the general 
expense of the Colony. 

On motion made, 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the several Offi- 
cers of the Regiment of Militia in the County of Bergen, 
whose names are mentioned in the Certificate signed by the 
Clerk of the County Committee. 

On motion made, 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the several 



Field-Officers of the Regiment of Militia of Cape-May, 
whose names are mentioned in the Certificate of the Coun- 
ty Committee. 

On motion made, 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Mr. Mehelm, Mr. Be Hart, 
and Mr. Carey, be a Committee to prepare the draught of 
a Letter to the Continental Congress, and report the same 
this afternoon. 

The Congress adjourned till four o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the draught of ;i 
Letter to the Continental Congress, reported such draught, 
which was read the first and second time, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The following engrossed Letter to the Continental Con- 
gress was read, approved, and ordered to be signed by the 
President and despatched immediately: 

In Provincial Congress, Trenton, October 14, 1775. 
Gentlemen: This Congress finding that, in order to 
enable them to provide a sufficient quantity of arms and 
ammunition, and such other articles as are essentially neces- 
sary to enforce the operations of the present glorious strug- 
gle for liberty, a very considerable fund must at all events 
be immediately raised ; and as this Congress, in all cases 
of importance, think it necessary that they should have 
some knowledge of the sentiments of the Continental Con- 
gress, I am directed to apply to your House, and to inquire 
whether it is consistent with the measures the Continental 
Congress have adopted, to let any of the Provinces have 
the use of such a sum of the Continental currency as may 
be sufficient to answer their particular exigencies, upon the 
faith of such Province; and, if so, what sum the Conti- 
nental Congress can spare, and upon what terms, for the 
use of New- Jersey at this time. 

Anxiously desirous of rendering every possible assistance 
to the common cause, this Congress have it before them to 
make provision sufficient to enable them, at least, to raise 
four thousand Minute-Men, to take the field on any emer- 
gency; but as it is uncertain what provision the Continen- 
tal Congress may have thought proper to make for such 
Minute-Men, if called into actual service, I am likewise 
directed to apply to you for information in this respect. 

This Congress b;?g l lie favour of an answer as soon as 
possible. By order of Congress. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
Samuel Tucker, President. 
To the Members of the Honourable the Continental Con- 
gress, now sitting -At Philadelphia. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, on Monday 
morning. 

Monday, October 1G, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion made. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the several Offi- 
cers of the Battalion of Minute-Men, in the County of 
Morris, whose names are mentioned in the Certificate of 
the County Committee, in the order and of the dates as 
set forth in the Certificate. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, October 17, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the draught of a 
Resolution respecting the apprehending of Deserters from 
the Continental Troops, reported the following draught; 
which was read, passed, and ordered to be engrossed : 

1. Resolved, That when information shall be made, to 
any Member of any County or Town Committee in this 
Colony, of any Deserters from the Continental Army being 
found lurking in such County or Town, any Member of 
such Town or County Committee shall be, and he is here- 
by authorized to issue his order to the Captain or com- 
manding officer of any Company of Minute or Militia men 
in such Town or County, requiring him to send one or 
more men of his Company to search for and to apprehend 
such Deserter, and, when apprehended, to confine him in 
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some safe place until be can be conveniently conducted to 
the Army; provided, always, that if any person or persons, 
so apprehended as aforesaid, shall deny his or their being 
a Deserter or Deserters, the Chairman or Deputy-Chair- 
man of such Town Committee do immediately convene 
such Town Committee, to hear and determine the same. 

2. Resolved, That all reasonable expenses of apprehend- 
ing and conducting any such Deserter or Deserters as afore- 
said, and allowed by any County Committee, shall be paid 
out of any publick moneys in the hands of the Treasurer 
or Collector of such County; and that such County Com- 
mittee do transmit the accounts of such disbursements to 
this Congress, or the Committee of Safety, to be laid before 
the Continental Congress for reimbursement. 

3. Resolved, That the Inhabitants of this Colony, in 
general, be desired to exert themselves in causing such De- 
serter or Deserters to be apprehended : and that any tiling 
contained in the above Resolutions shall not be construed 
to preclude any such Inhabitant from apprehending such 
Deserters, without waiting for an order from any Member 
of such Town or County Committee as aforesaid. 

The Petition from the Township of Nottingham, pray- 
ing that the petitioners may be permitted to join the Light- 
Infantry Company at Trenton, was read a second time, and 
referred to future consideration. 

The Petition from the County of Gloucester, praying 
that some mode may be adopted to compel the payment 
of the Ten Thousand Pound Tax, from such persons as 
have refused to pay the same, was read a second time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hart, Mr. Ogdcn, Mr. De Hart, 
Mr. Pearson, and Mr. Dunham, be a Committee to pre- 
pare the draught of an Ordinance for that purpose, and re- 
port the same to this Congress. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
sumed the Letter of the Committee of Safety of Pennsyl- 
vania, the Letters said to be written by the Rev. Mr. 
Odell, and Mr. Odell's Memorial ; and Mr. Odell attend- 
ing, was called in and heard, and then ordered to withdraw. 
Whereupon, after deliberating thereon, the Previous Ques- 
tion being put, that the determination of Mr. Odell's case 
be postponed till to-morrow morning, 

Resolved, That the same be postponed accordingly. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Wednesday, October 18, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Report from the Committee of the County of Mon- 
mouth, relative to the detention of a small Sloop, supposed 
to be a tender to some Ship-of-War, &c, with the several 
examinations respecting that matter, were read. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to that Committee 
to publish an Advertisement in the Newspapers, describing 
the Sloop, so that the owner may know where to apply; 
and that the Men and Arms, found on board the said Sloop, 
be taken proper care of by that Committee, until this Con- 
gress, or the Committee of Safety, shall give further order 
therein. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of Mr. Odell's 
case; and, having deliberated thereon, are of opinion, that 
it appears, from the general purport of Mr. Odell's Letter, 
that he disapproves of, and is in principle opposed to, the 
measures of defence adopted by the Continent, to prevent 
the oppressive designs of the British Ministry; but, as this 
Congress would by no means violate the right of private 
sentiment, and as Mr. Odell's Letter does not clearly ap- 
pear to have been intended to influence publick measures, 
and as some degree of ambiguity is contained in several 
parts thereof, this Congress do therefore decline passing 
any publick censure against him. 

The Congress adjourned till three o'clock, P. M/ 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion made, 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the Officers of 
Captain Sweetwood's Company, in Colonel Taylor's Re- 
giment of Militia, in Monmouth County. 



The Petition from Amwell, praying that the Third Re- 
giment of Militia, in Hunterdon County, may be joined to 
the First; the Petition from the upper part of Amwell, 
praying that if any alteration be made in the Third Regi- 
ment, the petitioners may be joined to the Fourth Regi- 
ment in the said County; the Petition from the Committee 
of Amwell, and, also, the Petition of Captain Imlay and 
Captain Gray, respecting the Third Regiment of Hunter- 
don, were all read a second time ; and the Congress having 
duly considered the prayer of the several Petitions, 

Resolved, unanimously, That the appointment of Field- 
Officers, for the Third Regiment of Militia, for the County 
of Hunterdon, be confirmed, and that the several Regi- 
ments continue as directed by the late Congress. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, October 19, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Petition 
from Nottingham, praying that the petitioners may be ad- 
mitted to join the Light-Infantry Company at Trenton; 
and, on the question being put, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted to 
such persons as reside in the Village of Kingsborough. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants and Freeholders of 
Trenton, and parts adjacent, praying that Householders 
may be admitted to vote at future elections, and that such 
elections be carried on by ballot, was read, and ordered a 
second reading. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the draught of an 
Ordinance for the further regulation of the Militia of this 
Colony, reported a draught of the same; which was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House, upon the esti- 
mate of the expense necessary to put this Colony into a 
state of defence at this time ; and also upon the ways and 
means necessary to be adopted to provide a sufficient Fund 
to defray that expense ; and, after some time spent therein, 
Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported, that the Committee had 
made some further progress in the matters referred to them, 
and desired leave to sit again ; to which the Congress 
agreed. 

The several Petitions from the County of Sussex, pray- 
ing a suspension of Law Suits, upon certain conditions, 
were read a second time; and, after deliberating thereon, 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the prayer of 
the said Petitions be postponed to a future session. 

A Petition from the Farmers of Essex, praying that 
Money at interest, Lawyers, Sic, may be taxed, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Commissions do issue 
to the, Field-Officers of the Northern Battalion of the 
Regiment of Militia of the County of Essex. 

On motion made, The Congress resolved, unanimously, 
That a Commission of First Brigadier-General of the Militia 
Forces of this Colony do issue to Philemon Dickerson, Esq. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, October 20, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Certificate of the election of Officers of the several 
Companies of Militia in the Township of Freehold, was 
read. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the several 
Officers therein named. 

The Certificate of the election of Field-Officers for the 
Battalion of Minute-Men, for the County of Monmouth, 
was read. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the Officers 
therein named. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 
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The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Ordi- 
nance for the further regulatiotLof the Militia Forces of this 
Colony; and, after some time spent therein, 

Ordered, That the said Ordinance be committed to Mr. 
Stewart, Mr. De Hart, Mr. Ellis, Mr. Pope, and Mr. 
Brown, who are to report their proceedings thereon. 

The Certificate of the election of Field-Officers for the 
First Regiment of Sussex County, was read. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the Officers 
therein named. 

The several Petitions from Hunterdon and Sussex, pray- 
ing that Householders may be permitted to vote at future 
elections of Deputies to serve in Congress, were read a 
second time ; and, after some time spent therein, 

On motion made, Resolved, That the further considera- 
tion of the above Petitions be postponed until Wednesday 
next. 

The Congress adjourned until to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, Octobor 21, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Petition from the Farmers of Essex, praying that 
Money at interest, Lawyers, and Mechanics, may be taxed ; 
the recommendation of the Committee of Newark thereon; 
and the Petition from Hunterdon County, praying that 
Money at interest may be taxed ; were all read a second 
time, and referred to further consideration, when this Con- 
gress shall find it necessary to raise Taxes in this Colony. 

On motion made, Resolved, That this Congress will take 
up the further consideration of the estimate of expenses, 
and the Provincial Fund, on Monday next. 

On motion made, Ordered, That the following Letter be 
engrossed, and despatched immediately to the Continental 
Congress, signed by the President : 

In Provincial Congress, Trenton, October 21, 1775. 

Sir: Since the resolutions of the Continental Congress, 
for raising two Battalions in this Colony, were communica- 
ted to us, great numbers of gentlemen have applied for 
commissions, or warrants, to recruit ; but this Congress, ex- 
pecting hourly to hear from you on the subject of appoint- 
ing the field-officers, have, as yet, forbore either to grant 
commissions or issue warrants, and therefore are very anx- 
ious to have your resolution on the subject of our letter of 
the 13th instant. 

This Congress desire me to assure you that, from every 
appearance, the Battalions will speedily be completed, if 
your honourable House shall think proper to comply with 
the purport of our letter of the 13th instant. 

To expedite this important service, I am to request the 
favour of you, Sir, to transmit to us the resolutions of the 
Continental Congress, by the bearer, Thomas Potts, Esq., 
one of our members. By order of Congress. 

Your most humble servant, 

Samuel Tucker, President. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress, Philadelphia. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Joseph Salter, Esq., having returned his Commission of 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second Regiment of Militia, for 
the County of Monmouth, and desired leave to resign the 
same, 

Resolved, unanimously, That his resignation be accept- 
ed. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the draught of an 
Ordinance for compelling the payment of the Ten Thou- 
sand Pound Tax, from such persons as have refused to pay 
their quotas, reported the draught of such Ordinance ; 
which was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Congress adjourned until Monday morning next. 

Monday, October 23, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The draught of an Ordinance for compelling the payment 
of the Ten Thousand Pound Tax, from such persons as 



have refused to pay their quotas, was read a second time, 
paragraph by paragraph ; and, after deliberating thereon, 

Ordered, That the same be engrossed. 

Mr. Fisher, from the Committee appointed to examine 
what matters were referred over to this Congress by the 
late Provincial Congress or Committee of Safety, reported, 
that an application to the late Congress to encourage the 
making of Saltpetre in this Colony, and some Petitions from 
the County of Somerset, respecting Colonel McDonald's 
appointment to the command of the Battalion of Minute- 
Men in that County, were all the matters referred to this 
Congress. 

The Congress adjourned till three ^o'clock, P. M. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House, upon the 
estimate of the expense necessary to put this Colony into 
a state of defence at this time ; and also upon the ways and 
means to provide a Fund to defray the expenses of the same ; 
and, after some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, 
reported, that the Committee had made some further pro- 
gress in the matters referred to them, and desired leave to 
sit ajrain ; to which the Congress agreed. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Tuesday, October 24, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Petition from several persons of Captain Harrison's 
Company of Light-Infantry, praying that the Petitioners 
may be indulged in continuing in that Company, notwith- 
standing the late Resolution of this Congress, was read, 
and ordered a second reading. 

The following engrossed Ordinance, for compelling the 
payment of the Ten Thousand Pound Tax, from such 
persons as have refused to pay their quotas, was read, ap- 
proved, and, on the question being put, 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

Whereas it was resolved and directed, by an Ordinance 
of the late Congress, that the sum of Ten Thousand Pounds, 
Proclamation Money, should be apportioned and raised for 
the use of this Colony, and it appearing that the whole of 
that sum hath not been collected pursuant thereto; and 
whereas it is necessary, from the puhlick exigencies of this 
Colony, that the same should be collected, and that some 
equitable mode be ascertained for this purpose : 

1. It is therefore Resolved and Directed, That the Col- 
lector of every Town and Precinct, appointed or to be 
appointed pursuant to the above recited Ordinance, shall 
and do make demand, on or before the 20th day of 
November next, of every person within his District, who 
hath neglected or refused paying the sum assessed in virtue 
of said Ordinance, or give notice thereof at his usual place 
of abode, and inform such person, or give notice as afore- 
said, that if the said Assessment be not paid into the hands 
of the said Collector, within fifteen days after the said 20th 
day of November next, in such case, the name of the de- 
linquent will be returned to the Committee of the County 
where such delinquent resides ; and such County Commit- 
tee are hereby ordered to direct their Chairman, or Deputy 
Chairman, to issue an order to some proper person or per- 
sons, to be by them appointed for that purpose, to make 
distress on the goods and chattels of the said delinquent, 
and make sale thereof at publick vendue, giving five days' 
notice thereof, by advertisement, in such Town or County, 
who shall pay the Assessment, for which such distress shall 
be made, into the hands of the said Town Collector, to be by 
him paid unto the Collector of the County, in the same 
manner as the other assessments collected by the Ordinance 
aforementioned are, by an order of the late Congress, 
directed to be paid ; and the person or persons so as afore- 
said appointed, or to be appointed, to distrain, after pay- 
ment made, shall and may retain one Shilling and six Pence 
for each distress and sale: Provided always, that after 
payment of the sum so distrained /or, and the costs of such 
distress, the overplus, if any, be returned to the owner or 
owners of the goods so distrained as aforesaid. 

2. And it is further Resolved and Directed, Thai in 
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case" any Town Collector, or person appointed lo distrain 
as aforesaid, shall die, neglect or refuse to do or perform 
the several duties in this or the Ordinance above recited 
enjoined, new officers for that purpose shall he appointed 
by the Committee of the County where such default shall 
happen. 

3. And whereas some owners of profitable tracts of 
land, whereon improvements are made, may not happen to 
reside in the same Township or County where such land lies; 
and, unless some remedy be provided, it may be impracti- 
cable to recover the Assessment made on such tracts of 
land: It is therefore Resolved and Directed, That the goods 
and chattels of the Tenant, or other persons residing upon 
or having the care of such tracts of land, or the goods and 
chattels of the landlord, if there found, on his refusal or 
neglect to pay the said Assessment, shall be liable to be 
distrained and sold for payment thereof, and all charges 
accrued thereon ; and in case the Tenant, or person having 
the care of the land as aforesaid, shall pay such Assess- 
ment, or his goods be distrained and sold for payment there- 
of, then the said Tenant shall and may deduct the Assess- 
ment so paid out of the rent agreed for. 

4. And it is further Resolved mid Directed, That in 
case any person or persons shall think him, her, or them- 
selves aggrieved by any Assessment made in pursuance of 
this or the above recited Ordinance, and complaint thereof 
be made to the Committee of the County where such per- 
son or persons shall reside, at the next meeting after the 
demand of the Assessment as aforesaid hath been made, such 
County Committee shall and may, in such case, determine 
the same ; and if they shall adjudge that the complainant 
lias been unduly assessed, in the whole or in part, the Chair- 
man or Deputy Chairman of such County Committee is 
hereby directed to draw an order on the Town or County 
Collector, as the case may require, for repayment to the com- 
plainant of so much as shall be adjudged to have been paid 
more than ought to have been assessed : Provided always, 
that no such complaint shall be heard until after payment 
of the Assessment complained of. 

5. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That every 
County Collector, who shall neglect or refuse accounting 
with, and paying the Moneys that are or shall be received 
by him, in virtue of this or the Ordinance above recited, to 
such person or persons as directed in and by the said recited 
Ordinance, shall forfeit, for every such offence, the sum of 
twenty Pounds; and every Town Collector, who shall 
neglect or refuse accounting with and paying into the hands 
of the Collector, the Moneys that are or shall be received 
by him, in virtue of either of the said Ordinances above re- 
cited, when thereunto required by the Committee of the 
County, or shall neglect to do or perform the other duties 
enjoined by either of the said Ordinances, shall forfeit five 
Pounds for every such offence ; and every person appointed 
to distrain as aforesaid, who shall neglect or refuse account- 
ing with and paying into the hands of the Collector of the 
Town where such distress shall be marie, the Moneys he 
shall receive in virtue of this Ordinance, when thereunto 
required by order of the Commjttee of such Town, or the 
County Committee, or shall neglect to do or perform the 
other duties enjoined him by either of the said Ordinances, 
shall pay forty Shillings for every such offence ; and every 
County Committee shall direct their Chairman or Deputy 
Chairman to issue an order to such person or persons as 
they shall appoint, to make distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of all such persons who neglect or refuse ac- 
counting with, or paying into the hand of such person or 
persons who, in virtue of this or the said recited Ordinance, 
are or shall be appointed to receive the same, as well for 
recovery of the forfeitures aforesaid, as the publick Moneys 
detained by them as aforesaid ; and in case sufficient goods 
and chattels for the purposes aforesaid shall not be found, 
then to take the bodies of such delinquents, who shall be 
ordered by the Committee of the County, where such de- 
fault shall happen, to be confined in such safe place as they 
shall appoint, until the forfeitures and Moneys detained as 
aforesaid, and also all the charges accrued by reason there- 
of, be fully paid. 

6. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That all 
forfeitures, recovered as aforesaid, shall be laid out in such 
manner as the Committee of the County, where such for- 
feiture is incurred, shall direct. 



A Memorial was presented to this Congress from Ichahod 
B. Barnett, Esq., of Elizabeth town, setting forth that in 
the month of March last he was advertised by the Com- 
mittee of E'izabethtown, as inimical to the liberties of his 
Country, for assisting Messrs. Robert and John Murray in 
landing certain goods out of the Ship Beulah; that ever be- 
fore, and since landing the said goods, he hath been ready 
and willing to render any service to his Country, on the pre- 
sent occasion, in his power ; and that he hath in nowise con- 
travened the publick good, except in that particular instance, 
for which he is heartily sorry, and prays an acquittal from his 
former censure ; and it appearing to this Congress, that the 
behaviour of the said Ichabod B. Barnett, since the above 
transaction, hath by no means been unfriendly to the liber- 
ties of this Country, and he having manifested a suitable 
penitence for his behaviour in the above matter: 

It is unanimously Resolved, That the Memorialist ou'dit 
to be restored to the favourable regard of his Country, and 
he is accordingly restored to all the civil and commercial 
privileges which he heretofore enjoyed in this Colony. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Mr. Abraham Clark 
and Mr. Hart be added to the Committee appointed to 
prepare and amend the draught of the Militia Ordinance. 

The Congress adjourned until three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of Middlesex County, 
objecting to the Field-Officers of the Regiment of Militia 
commanded by Colonel Wcthcrill, and praying leave to 
proceed to a new choice of Field-Officers for the said Rei'i- 
ment, was read, and ordered a second reading. 

A Petition from sundry Inhabitants of Hunterdon Coun- 
ty, praying that Householders may be admitted to vote at 
future elections for Deputies to serve in Congress, was 
read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House, upon the estimate of the expense necessary 
for the defence of this Colony at this time, and also upon 
the ways and means to provide a Fund to defray the ex- 
pense? of the same ; and, after deliberating thereon, Mr. 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of 
the Committee, reported, that the Committee had gone 
through the several matters to them referred, and had come 
to the Resolutions following: 

1. That four thousand stand of Arms be purchased for 
the use of this Colony. 

And on the question being put, whether the Congress 
doth agree to the same, it passed for three thousand stand 
of Arms, only, to be purchased. 

2. That ten tons of Gunpowder be purchased for the 
use of this Colony. To which the Congress agreed. 

3. That twenty tons of Lead be purchased for the use 
of this Colony. To which the Congress agreed. 

4. That two thousand Cartouch-Eoxes be purchased for 
the use of this Colony. Which, on the question, was re- 
duced to one thousand only. 

5. That two Medicine Chests be purchased for the use 
of this Colony. To which the Congress agreed. 

6. That eight hundred Tents, with the necessary Furni- 
ture, Canteens, and Knapsacks, be purchased for the use of 
this Colony. And, on the question, it passed for four hundred 
Tents, with the necessary furniture, &,c, lo be purchased. 

7. That one thousand Hunting-Shirts be purchased for 
the use of this Colony. Which, on the question, passed 
in the negative. 

8. That the sum of one thousand four hundred Pounds 
be appropriated as Subsistence Money, at one Shilling per 
man, per day, for the Troops of this Colony when called 
into actual service, and until they arrive at the place of 
destination. To which the Congress agreed. 

9. That the sum of eight thousand five hundred and 
eighty-five Pounds be appropriated as a fund for the pay- 
ment of the Troops of this Colony for one month, when 
called into actual service. 

And on the question, whether this sum, or the sum of 
four thousand Pounds only, be appropriated, it passed 
unanimously for four thousand Pounds only. 

10. That four thousand Blankets be purchased for the 
use of this Colony. Which, on the question, was reduced 
to two thousand only. 
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11. That the sum of three hundred Pounds be laid out 
in Axes, Spades, and Intrenching Tools, for the use of 
this Colony. To which the Congress agreed. 

12. That the sum of five hundred Pounds be laid out 
in procuring a train of Artillery for the use of this Colony. 
To which the Congress agreed. 

13. That the sum of five hundred Pounds be appropriated, 
to encourage the erecting of Saltpetre Works in this Colony. 

And on the question being put, whether this sum or the 
sum of one thousand Pounds be appropriated to this use, 
it passed for one thousand Pounds. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the sum of one thou- 
sand Pounds, voted by this Congress to encourage the 
erecting of Saltpetre Works in this Colony, be appropriated 
to the payment of a bounty of one Shilling per Pound, over 
and above the market price, for any quantity, not exceed- 
ing twenty thousand pounds weight, of good merchantable 
Saltpetre, which shall be made and manufactured in this 
Colony, on or before the first day of January, 1777: Pro- 
vided, that the Continental Congress shall not offer the 
like premium for Saltpetre manufactured in any of the 
United Colonies. 

On motion made, Resolved, That it is the opinion of 
this Congress, that the sum of Thirty Thousand Pounds, 
Proclamation Money, be immediately emitted in Bills of 
Credit, for the use of this Colony. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Hart, Mr. Mehelm, Mr. 
Elmer, and Mr. Dunham, be a Committee to prepare the 
draught of an Ordinance for emitting the aforesaid sum of 
Thirty Thousand Pounds, in Bills of Credit, and to make a 
provision to sink the same ; and also to appoint Commis- 
sioners to purchase and procure the several articles enu- 
merated in the foregoing Resolutions, and that they report 
the same to this Congress. 

The Congress adjourned until two o'clock, P. M., to- 
morrow. 

Wednesday, October 25, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
A motion was made by the Deputies of the County of 
Salem, and seconder! by the Members of Hunterdon, that, 
as soon as this session is ended, this Congress doth dissolve 
itself, in order that a new election may take place upon 
more extensive principles, to wit : 

That, at such new election, such Householders, or repu- 
table single men, as are possessed, bona fide, of a personal 
estate of the value of fifty Pounds, Proclamation Money, or 
upwards, and have been resident at least one year in the 
County, may be admitted to vote with those that are Free- 
holders. 

Ordered, That the consideration of this motion be post- 
poned until this Congress shall determine the Petitions from 
the Counties of Hunterdon and Sussex, praying that House- 
holders may be admitted to vote at future elections. 

And thereupon, pursuant to the Order of the Day, the 
Congress resumed the consideration of the several Petitions 
from the Counties of Hunterdon and Sussex, praying that 
Householders may be admitted to vote at future elections; 
and having duly weighed and considered the several argu- 
ments for and against the prayer of the said Petitions, and 
also the above motion of the Deputies of the County of 
Salem, for a dissolution of this Congress ; the previous 
question was put, whether this Congress will proceed to 
determine the consideration of the above Petitions and mo- 
tion at this time, or postpone the same to the next session, 
in order that the sense of the Colony in general may be 
known. 

Resolved, That the same be postponed to the next ses- 
sion of this Congress. 

Yeas. Nats. 

Bergen County, Middlesex County, 
Essex " Morris " 

Somerset " Sussex " 

Monmouth " Hunterdon " 

Burlington " Salem " 

Gloucester " Cumberland " 

Cape-Mai/ " 
The Petition from Middlesex, respecting the Field-Offi- 
cers of Colonel WetherilVs Regiment, was read a second 



time ; and on the question being put, whether the prayer 
of the said Petition be granted or not, it passed in the 
negative, unanimously. 

The Petition from several persons of Captain Harrison's 
Company of Light-Infantry, praying that the Petitioners 
may be indulged in continuing in that Company, notwith- 
standing the late Resolution of this Congress, was read a 
second time ; and it now appearing, that the Company in 
Nottingham, to which the Petitioners belonged, is united 
to another Company; It is therefore Resolved, That the 
prayer of the said Petition be granted, and that a Com- 
mission do issue to John Matthews, one of the Lieuten- 
ants. 

The Certificate of the election of Field-Officers for the 
Battalion on the north side of Cohan sie Creek, in Cumber- 
land County, was read a second time. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to the several per- 
sons therein named. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to Captain Thomas 
Woherton, and to the Officers of his Company of Minute- 
Men, in Sussex County. 

Ordered, That Commissions do issue to Samuel Forman, 
Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, Elisha Lawrence, Esq., First 
Major, and James Mott, Esq., Second Major, of the Second 
Regiment of Militia in the County of Monmouth. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursday, October 26, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Petition from the Committee of Sussex County, ob- 
jecting to the appointment of John Budd Scott, Esq., as 
First Major of the First Regiment of Militia in that County, 
and praying that Mr. Scott's Commission may be vacated, 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the draught of an 
Ordinance for striking the sum of Thirty Thousand Pounds, 
in Bills of Credit, for the use of this Colony, and to make 
a provision to sink the same, &c, reported a draught of 
such Ordinance ; which was read, and ordered a second 
reading. 

The following engrossed draught of the form of an ad- 
vertisement, respecting the enlistment of men for the two 
Battalions, recommended to be raised in this Colony, was 
read and passed. 

Ordered, That the same be sent to the press as soon as 
possible, and that two hundred copies be printed for the 
use of this Colony. 

In Provincial Congress, held at Trenton, ) 
October 26, 1775. $ 

Whereas the honourable Continental Congress have re- 
commended to this Congress, that there be immediately 
raised, in this Colony, at the expense of the Continent, two 
Battalions, consisting of eight Companies each, and each 
Company to consist of sixty-eight Privates, and officered 
with one Captain, one Lieutenant, one Ensign, four Ser- 
geants, and four Corporals, on the following conditions : 

That the Privates be enlisted for a year, at the rate of 
five Dollars per calendar month, liable to be discharged at 
any time, on allowing one month's pay extraordinary; that 
each of the Privates be allowed, instead of a bounty, a felt 
Hat, a pair of yarn Stockings, and a pair of Shoes — the 
men to find their own Arms. 

That each Captain, and other commissioned officer, 
while in the recruiting service of this Continent, or on their 
march to join the Army, shall be allowed two Dollars and 
two-thirds of a Dollar per week, for their subsistence; and 
that the men who enlist shall, each of them, whilst in quar- 
ters, be allowed one Dollar per week, and one Dollar and 
one-third of a Dollar when on their march to join the Army, 
for the same purpose. 

The form of an enlistment to be in the following words : 

" I, . . . . , have this day voluntarily enlisted myself 
as a soldier in the American Continental Army for one 
year, unless sooner discharged; and do bind myself to con- 
form, in all instances, to such rules and regulations as are or 
shall be established for the government of the said Army." 

This Congress, desirous to carry into execution the above 
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Resolution of the Continental Congress, do resolve that 
warrahts"be issued to proper persons for immediately raising 
the said two Battalions, consisting of eight Companies each, 
and each Company of sixty-eight Privates, and officered 
with one Captain, one Lieutenant, one Ensign, four Ser- 
geants and four Corporals, on the terms aforesaid ; which 
Sergeants, Corporals, and Privates, to be enlisted, shall be 
able-bodied freemen: And it is further directed, that when 
any Company shall be enlisted, the persons having warrants 
for raising the same shall cause a muster to be had there- 
of, in the presence of either Elias Daton, Azariah Dun- 
ham, Joseph Ellis, or John Mehelm, Esquires, who are 
hereby appointed Muster-Masters to review the said Com- 
panies; and if, upon such review, such Muster-Master, who 
shall attend for that purpose, shall find the said Company 
complete, agreeable to the above directions, shall thereupon 
certify the same on the back 'of the Muster-Roll of such 
Company, to this Congress, or, in their recess, to the Com- 
mittee of Safety, in order that Commissions may be made 
out fo.jhe Officers of such Company; which Commissions 
the Committee of Safety of this Colony, during the recess 
of this Congress, upon receiving certificates as above, are 
required to make out and issue. 

And it is hereby recommended to the inhabitants of 
this Colony, to be aiding and assisting, as far as their influ- 
ence extends, in raising the aforesaid levies. 

And it is further Resolved, That each Muster-Master 
shall have for his trouble, for reviewing each Company, 
such reward as this Congress or Committee of Safety shall 
judge proper for his service, which the Treasurer of this 
Colony for the time being, appointed by Congress, shall 
pay out of the Bills of Credit to be issued by direction of 
this Congress, upon an order or orders to him produced 
from this Congress or Committee of Safety. 

By order of the Congress: 

Samuel Tucker, President. 
Attested : John Carey, Secretary. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Friday, October 27, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Petition from the Committee of Sussex, respecting 
Mr. Scott's Commission, &c, was read a second time. 

Resolved, unanimously, By all the Counties, except 
Sussex, which was excused from voting on this occasion, 
that Mr. Scott's Commission be confirmed. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Commissions do issue 
to the Field-Officers, and the Officers of the eleven Com- 
panies of the North-West Regiment of Militia in the Coun- 
ty of Morris, when it shall be made appear to this Congress 
that a Colonel hath been elected in the room of Mr. Winds, 
promoted to the rank of Colonel of the Battalion of Min- 
ute-Men in that County. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Commissions do issue 
to Matthias Williamson, Esq., Colonel Samuel Tut hill, 
Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, and Jacobus Post, Esq., Major 
of the Regiment of Light-Horse, in the Eastern Division of 
this Colony. 

The Committee to whom the Militia Ordinance was re- 
ferred, reporte I a draught of the same, with amendments; 
which was read, paragraph by paragraph, and debated. 

Ordered, That the same be engrossed. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 
The following Letter from the honourable the Continen- 
tal Congress was presented and read : 

"Philadelphia, October 25, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: The Congress have taken into considera- 
tion your letters of the 13th and 14th instant, and, in 
answer thereto, 1 arn directed to inform you that the Con- 
gress are of opinion the publick service makes it necessa- 
ry that the Jersey Battalions be levied with all possible 
expedition ; but as the Congress are waiting the return of 
their Committee from camp, in order to establish permanent 
regulations for all Continental Forces, they, for the present, 
incline to suspend a determination on the question about 
the appointment of regimental field-officers. 



" The publick exigencies will not admit of loans from the 
Continental Treasury to any Colonies. The Congress, how- 
ever, hope that this will not disable you from supplying 
yourselves with arms and ammunition ; in doing which, it 
is not doubted you will fall upon such means as will be most 
for the ease and safety of the Colony, without hazarding 
the emission of paper currency. 

" From some expressions in your letter of the 14th inst., 
the Congress apprehend it is the intention of your Con- 
vention to take into constant pay four thousand Minute- 
Men : but as this will be a very heavy expense, and more, 
we think, than any one Colony can afford, we hope you 
will well weigh and consider such a measure before you 
adopt it. With respect to provision for Minute-Men, the 
Congress have made none ; conceiving that the several 
Colonies will make proper provision for them, where such 
provision is necessary, or where they are called into actual 
service, except where they are taken into Continental ser- 
vice, in which case they will be entitled to the same pay 
as the other Continental troops. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
" John Hancock, President. 

"To the Members of the Provincial Congress of New- 
Jersey." 

A copy of a Petition from Mr. Thomas Loivrey, to the 
Continental Congress, praying that he may be appointed 
Commissary to the two Battalions recommended to be 
raised in this Colony, was presented and read ; and Mr. 
Loivrey having requested that this Congress would be 
pleased to recommend him to the Continental Congress, 
as a fit person for such appointment; and the question 
being put, whether this Congress will comply with the 
prayer of Mr. Lowrey's request, or not, it passed in the 
affirmative. 

Ordered, That Mr. President do sign an attested copy 
of this minute, and transmit the same to Mr. Lowrey. 

The Ordinance for striking the sum of Thirty Thousand 
Pounds, in Bills of Credit, for the use of this Colonv, and 
to make a provision to sink the same, &tc., was read a 
second time, and debated. 

Ordered, That the same be engrossed. 

The Congress adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Saturday, October 28, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

The following engrossed Ordinance, for the further re- 
gulation of the Militia Forces of this Colony, was read, 
compared, and approved : 

Whereas the Ordinances of the late Provincial Con- 
gress, for regulating the Militia of this Colony, have been 
found insufficient to answer the good purposes intended ; 
and it appearing to be essentially necessary that some 
further regulations be adopted at this time of imminent 
danger: 

1 . It is therefore Resolved and Directed, That each and 
every Captain in this Colony, within ten days after the 
publication hereof, shall make out a list of all persons 
residing in his District capable of bearing arms, between 
the ages of sixteen and fifty years, who, by the first mili- 
tary Ordinance of a former Congress, were advised or 
requested to enroll themselves by signing a Muster-Roll 
therein mentioned, such persons only excepted whose reli- 
gious principles will not suffer them to bear arms, who are 
hereby particularly exempted therefrom ; a copy of which 
list each Captain, respectively, within ten days after com- 
pleting the same, shall deliver to the Colonel of the Re- 
giment to which he shall belong, and such Colonel shall 
make return thereof to the Brigadier-General of the Divi- 
sion to which he shall belong ; and also transmit a duplicate 
thereof to the Provincial Congress at their next sitting. And 
the respective Captains shall also make out exact lists of 
all such persons residing in their several Districts, capable 
of bearing arms, between the ages of sixteen and fifty years, 
whose religious principles will not suffer them to bear arms ; 
which lists the said Captains shall lay before the Commit- 
tee of the County to which they belong. 

2. And it is farther Resolved, That every person above 
directed to enroll himself by signing the Muster- Roll, 
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shall bear arms, attend musters, and in all things be con- 
formable to the Rules and Orders hereinafter mentioned ; 
and shall, with all convenient speed, furnish himself with 
a good Musket or Firelock, and Bayonet, Sword or Toma- 
hawk, a steel Ramrod, Worm, Priming Wire and Brush 
fitted thereto, a Cartouch-Box to contain twenty-three 
rounds of Cartridges, twelve Flints, and a Knapsack, 
agreeable to the direction of the Continental Congress, 
under the forfeitures of two Shillings for the want of a 
Musket or Firelock, and of one Shilling for the want of the 
other above enumerated articles. 

3. And it is further Resolved, That every person di- 
rected to be enrolled as above, shall, at his place of abode, 
be also provided with one pound of Powder, and three 
pounds of Bullets of proper size to his Musket or Fire- 
lock. 

4. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That each 
whole Company of Militia do assemble at least once every 
month, properly accoutred as aforesaid, at such place as 
the Captain or commanding officer of such Company shall 
direct, and shall spend the whole day in perfecting them- 
selves in the military exercise; and that a general muster 
or review be had of each Regiment three times in every 
year, at such times and places as the Field-Officers of each 
Regiment shall think proper to appoint. 

5. And it is further Resolved, and Directed, That in 
case any person shall refuse or neglect to serve as a Ser- 
geant or Corporal in any Company, being thereunto re- 
quested by the Captain or commanding officer, or shall 
refuse or neglect to warn the men to appear under arms 
when required by the Captain or commanding officer, 
such Sergeant or Corporal shall, for every such neglect 
or refusal, forfeit the sum of twelve Shillings. 

6. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That all 
Officers, commissioned by this or the former Congress, do 
subscribe the following declaration, to wit : 

" We, the subscribers, the Officers of one of the Regi- 
ments in the County of and Colony of New- 
Jersey, do hereby promise and engage, under all the ties 
of religion, honour, and regard to our Country, that we 
will, respectively, duly observe and carry into execution, 
to the utmost of our power, all and every the orders, 
resolves, and recommendations, made or to be made, by 
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, for defending our 
Constitution, and preserving the same inviolate ; and that 
we will also render due obedience to such Officers, who 
either by rank or superiority, are regularly placed above 
us." 

Which declaration shall be laid before the next sitting 
of the Provincial Congress. 

7. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the 
following penalties be inflicted on those who do not attend 
and obey orders on the days appointed for general musters 
or reviews, to wit: a Colonel, six Pounds; a Lieutenant- 
Colonel, five Pounds ; a Major four Pounds ; a Captain, three 
Pounds ; Lieutenants, Ensigns, and Adjutants, two Pounds 
each ; Sergeants, Corporals, Drummers, Fifes, and Privates, 
directed to be enrolled as aforesaid, ten Shillings each, for 
each and every default. And that there shall be inflicted 
on those who do not attend properly accoutred as above- 
said, and obey orders, on the times to be appointed for the 
meeting of the Companies, at least once every month, to 
wit : a Captain, thirty Shillings ; Lieutenants and Ensigns, 
twenty Shillings each ; Sergeants, Corporals, Drummers, 
Fifes, and Privates, four Shillings each, for each and every 
default. Provided always, that reasonable excuses shall 
be admitted for delinquents' non-attendance, by those per- 
sons who are to issue the warrants of distress. 

8. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That all 
fines, under the degree of a Captain, shall be levied on the 
goods and chattels. of the offender, by warrant from the 
Captain, directed to a Sergeant of his Company ; and those 
of Field-Officers and Captains, under the degree of Colo- 
nel, to be levied on the goods and chattels of the offender, 
by a warrant. from. the Colonel of the Regiment, directed 
to the Adjutant; and those of a Colonel, by a warrant 
from a Brigadier-General, directed to a Major of the Re- 
giment to which such delinquent or delinquents belong. 

9. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the 
several Officers and persons to whom warrants of distress 



shall be directed, shall, upon receipt thereof, immediately 
Jevy the several fines and forfeitures therein mentioned, 
under the forfeiture of forty Shillings for every neglect in 
levying the same, to be recovered by a warrant, under the 
hand of the Chairman of the Committee of the County 
where such neglect shall happen, directed to such person or 
persons as such Committee shall appoint for that purpose ; 
and every Sergeant shall levy upon each delinquent, in the 
warrant to him directed, the sum of one Shilling over and 
above the penalty laid in such warrant, which he is to 
keep and detain as a reward for his trouble ; and each 
Major or Adjutant shall receive, for each distress by them 
made, the sum of five Shillings, which he is to levy as 
abovesaid. And the fines and forfeitures aforesaid, levied 
by a Sergeant, when recovered, shall be paid to the Cap- 
tain issuing such warrant, to be by him laid out, in supply- 
ing such of his Company .with arms as are not able to 
furnish themselves therewith ; and shall render to the 
Committee of the County, in which he resides, a true ac- 
count of all such fines and forfeitures by him received, 
and his disbursements out of the same, agreeable to the 
above directions, when he shall be thereunto required by 
said Committee ; and in case any of such fines and forfeitures 
shall remain in such Captain's hands for the space of two 
months, not laid out as aforesaid, he shall then pay the same 
to such Committee, to be by them laid out as above di- 
rected ; and all fines recovered from any officer or officers, 
above the degree of Lieutenant, shall be immediately paid 
into the hands of the County Committee, to be by them 
laid out in such manner as they shall judge most service- 
able for the common defence of the Colony. 

10. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That if 
this Colony shall be alarmed or invaded by an armed 
force, then, and in such case, every Subaltern and Soldier 
so enrolled, or directed to be enrolled as aforesaid ; and 
also each Minute-Man raised, or which may then be raised, 
is hereby requested immediately to repair, properly armed 
and accoutred, to his Captain's residence, unless otherwise 
ordered ; and the Captain or commanding officer of the 
Company nearest to the place where such alarm or inva- 
sion shall happen, shall immediately march his Company 
to oppose the enemy ; and at the same time send an ex- 
press to the commanding officer of the Regiment to which 
he belongs, who is to march with the whole or part of the 
forces under his command, as he, before receiving orders 
from one of the General Officers, shall judge necessary, in 
order to prevent the enemy from landing or penetrating 
into any part of the country; and at the same time shall 
send an express to some one of the General Officers nearest 
to him, informing him of the intelligence he hath received 
of such an alarm or invasion ; and during the times of such 
invasion or alarm, the Officers and Soldiers abovesaid 
shall be subject to a Court-Martial, under the same rules 
and orders as directed and ordered by the Continental 
Congress of the Associated Colonies, held at Philadelphia 
on the tenth day of May last, for the better government 
of the Continental Troops. 

11. Provided always, and it is further Resolved and 
Directed, That no pains and penalties, imposed by a Court- 
Martial, shall extend to the taking life or member of any 
delinquent or offender who shall be called out as afore- 
said. 

12. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That 
every person between the ages of sixteen and fifty years, 
capable of bearing arms as aforesaid, who shall come from 
any of the neighbouring Provinces into this Colony, shall, 
within two weeks after his arrival, enroll himself in the 
Company of the place where such person may chance to 
reside, and attend musters, as before directed for the Mili- 
tia; and, in case of neglect or refusal, shall be subject to 
the same fines and forfeitures. 

13. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the 
Officers and Minute-Men, now formed into Companies or 
Battalions, or such as shall be so formed hereafter, shall 
observe the same rules, orders, and directions, as to attend- 
ing musters, and learning the military discipline, and be 
subject to the same fines and penalties for non-attendance, , 
as before directed for the Militia, and to be recovered in 
like manner, 

14. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the 
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Minute-Men, when called out to the assistance of a neigh- 
bouring Colony, shall be subject to the Articles of War 
established by the Continental Congress, and be under the 
direction of their own Officers, unless a Continental Offi- 
cer of superior rank be present, to whom, in such case, 
they are to yield due subordination. 

15. And whereas several Companies of Light-Horse 
have been raised in this Colony, and as it is probable that 
more may be raised hereafter, It is therefore Resolved and 
Directed, That each Company of Light-Horse do not ex- 
ceed forty Privates, and that one Company only be allowed 
to be raised in each County ; and that each Regiment be 
commanded by a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major, 
who are to be subject to the command of the Brigadier- 
Generals of this Colony, the Provincial Congress, or Com- 
mittee of Safety ; and that such Regiments of Horse shall 
be under the same regulations, as to the times of muster, 
and learning the military discipline, as before directed for 
the Foot Militia by this Ordinance, and subject to the same 
fines and penalties for non-attendance ; which fines and 
penalties are to be recovered in manner aforesaid ; and 
that the Officers of each Regiment of Horse take equal 
rank with the Militia Officers of Foot, holding similar 
ctfmmissfons of the same date. 

16. And it is further Resolved and Directed, That each 
and every of the inhabitants of this Colony, between the 
ages of sixteen and fifty years, whose religious principles 
will not suffer them to bear arms as above directed, shall, as 
an equivalent thereto, and also in lieu of all future voluntary 
contributions for publick and benevolent uses, as recom- 
mended by Congress, pay into the hands of the Chairman 
of the Committee of the County where they reside, the 
sum of four Shillings per month for such exemption ; and 
in case they, or either of them, shall neglect or refuse to 
pay the same, that then, upon such neglect or refusal, such 
Committee, once every three months, shall and are hereby 
required and enjoined to issue a warrant of distress, under 
the hand of their Chairman or Deputy Chairman, directed 
to such person or persons as they shall appoint for that 
purpose;"¥e"qufriflg distress to be made on the goods and 
chattels of every such delinquent ; and that the same be 
sold at publick vendue, giving five days' notice thereof, by 
advertisement ; and, out of the money arising by such sale, 
to pay to the Chairman of such Committee the money 
then due from every such delinquent, returning the over- 
plus, if any, to the owner thereof, after detaining one Shil- 
ling and six Pence for every such distress and sale ; and in 
case any person or persons aforesaid, underage, shall make 
default in paying their equivalent as aforesaid, the same, 
by order of such Committee, shall be demanded of the 
parent, master, or person whose care such delinquents are 
under; and, upon their refusal or neglect to pay, the same 
shall be recovered by distress and sale as aforesaid, of such 
delinquent's parent, master, or other person whose care he 
or they are under; and the County Committees, respect- 
ively are also hereby enjoined and required, once every six 
months, to pay unto either of the Treasurers of this Colo- 
ny for the time being, appointed by this Congress, all such 
suinand sums of money as they may receive as abovesaid, 
to be applied as a Provincial Fund to such uses and purposes 
as this or a future Congress shall judge the exigencies of 
the times may require. 

17. Provided always, and it is farther Resolved and 
Directed, That every person above directed and required 
to pay an equivalent for the above exemptions, shall be 
excused from paying such equivalent every lime he shall 
make it appear to the Committee of the County where he 
resides, that he was sick or unable to attend musters at the 
time when the Company, in the District he lives in, shall 
attend theTr monthly exercises ; or shall make it appear he 
was at that time out of the Province, or necessarily engaged 
in the publick business of the Colony. 

18. And it is further Resolved, That in case any per- 
son or persdhs shall think hip or themselves aggrieved by 
a distress made for their fines and forfeitures as aforesaid, 
such person or persons may, within two months thereafter, 
appeal to the Committee of the Township or Committee 
of the County in which he or they shall reside, which 
Committee shall take the same into consideration ; and, in 
Case they find any such appellant aggrieved, shall order 



suitable redress, by directing the money recovered of him 
or them, or such part thereof as they think proper, to be 
returned by the Captain or other officer who issued the 
warrant of distress, who is hereby required to return the 
same accordingly ; or in case the goods distrained are not 
sold, the Committee then may give such order therein as 
to them may seem just and right, conforming themselves 
in such decisions, as near as may be, to the true intent and 
meaning of this Ordinance. 

Whereupon, the question being put, whether the afore- 
said Ordinance do pass this Congress or not, it was car- 
ried in the affirmative. ""'" 

On motion made, it is Ordered, That the Rules laid 
down by the Continental Congress, for the regulation of 
the Army of the United Colonies, be printed With the 
above Militia Ordinance. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the following gentle- 
men be recommended by this Congress to the honourable 
the Continental Congress, as proper persons for Field- 
Officers of the two Battalions to be raised in this Colony, 
to wit : 

For the Eastern Battalion: Lord Stirling, Colonel; 
William Winds, Lieutenant-Colonel ; William De Hart, 
Major. 

For the Western Battalion : William Maxwell, Colonel ; 
Israel Shreive, Lieutenant-Colonel; David Ray, Major, 

Ordered, That the President do sign an attested copy 
of this Resolution, and transmit the same to the Continen- 
tal Congress. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Commissions be cer- 
tified, signed by the President, and delivered to the Mem- 
bers of this Congress for the distant Counties, to be by 
them filled up and delivered to the respective Officers, 
upon proper certificates, from the County Committee, that 
such respective Officers have been duly elected, according 
to the Ordinance of this Congress ; which certificate is to 
be returned to this Congress at their next sitting, or to the 
Committee of Safety. 

On motion made, Resolved, unanimously, That a Com- 
mission of Second Brigadier-General of the Militia Forces 
of this Colony do immediately issue to William Living- 
ston, Esq. 

Ordered, That the Secretary, Colonel Ellis, and Colonel 
Maxwell, be a Committee to wait on Mr. Livingston, at 
Mrs. Stell's, and present him with the above Commission. 

Whereupon, the Committee withdrew, and having re- 
turned to their seats, reported, that they had presented the 
said Commission to Mr. Livingston, who had received the 
same in a polite manner, and desired that his thanks might 
be returned to this Congress. 

The Congress adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Major Ephraim Anderson having thought proper to re- 
signiiis Commission of First Major of the First Regiment 
of the Hunterdon Militia, 

Resolved, unanimously, That his resignation be accepted. 

The following engrossed Ordinance, for striking the sum 
of Thirty Thousand Pounds, in Bills of Credit, for the use 
of this Colony, and to make a provision to sink the same. 
&,c, was read, compared, and approved: 

Whereas it appears essentially necessary, at this time of 
increasing danger, that the Inhabitants of this Colony should 
be furnished with Ammunition and other Military Stores, 
and that this Colony should be put into some proper pos- 
ture of defence : 

It is therefore Resolved and Directed, That Messrs. Sam- 
uel Tucker, Abraham Hunt, Joseph Ellis, and Alexander 
Chambers, be, and they are hereby appointed Commission- 
ers for the Western Division ; and that Hendrick Fisher, 
Azariah Dunham, Abraham Clark, and Samuel Potter, 
be, and they are hereby appointed Commissioners for the 
Eastern Division of this Colony ; which said Commission- 
ers, or the major part of them, are hereby authorized and 
directed to receive of the Treasurers of this Colony for the 
time being, appointed by this Congress, oreither of them, 
all such sum or sums of money as they shall, from time to 
time, find necessary to expend for the use of this Colony, 
pursuant to the Resolutions hereinafter mentioned. 
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And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Commissioners be, and they are hereby authorized and 
directed to contract with artificers for, or otherwise pur- 
chase, three thousand stand of Arms, at any price not ex- 
ceeding three Pounds seven Shillings each stand ; and, also, 
to purchase ten tons of Gunpowder, twenty tons of Lead, 
one thousand Cartouch-Boxes, at any price not exceeding 
nine Shillings each ; a quantity of Flints, Brushes, Priming 
Wire, and Cartridge Paper, not exceeding one hundred 
Pounds in value ; two chests of Medicine, not exceeding 
three hundred Pounds in value ; four hundred Tents, with 
Camp Equipage, &.c, not exceeding one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy Pounds in value ; two thousand Blan- 
kets, not exceeding one thousand five hundred Pounds in 
value ; a number of Axes, Spades, and other Intrenching 
Tools, not exceeding three hundred Pounds in value ; and 
a Train of Artillery, not exceeding five hundred Pounds in 
value. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Commissiurrers do supply the Troops of this Colony, when 
called to action in this or any of the neighbouring Colonies, 
with one month's Subsistence, at one Shilling per day per 
man, or Provisions to that amount, if necessary: provided 
that the expense of such Subsistence doth not exceed the 
sum of one thousand four hundred Pounds in value ; and 
one month's Pay for the Troops of this Colony, when 
called into actual service : provided that the Continental 
Congress do not make provision for the same ; and pro- 
vided, also, that the Pay of such Troops doth not exceed 
the sum of four thousand Pounds in value. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the Trea- 
surers of this Colony be, and they are hereby required and 
enjoined to pay to the said Commissioners, or the major 
part of them, or to their order, all such sum or sums of 
Money as they may find necessary to expend for the pur- 
poses aforesaid ; and the receipt or receipts from the said 
Commissioners, or a major part of them, shall be sufficient 
vouchers and discharges to the said Treasurers, or either of 
them, their executors and administrators, for all Moneys by 
them paid pursuant to this Ordinance. 

And whereas it is absolutely necessary to provide a fund 
for defraying the above expense, 

It is therefore Resolved and Directed, That Bills of Cre- 
dit, to the amount of Thirty Thousand Pounds, Proclama- 
tion Money, be immediately prepared, printed, and made, 
as follows, to wit : five thousand seven hundred Bills, each 
of the value of three Pounds ; six thousand Bills, each of 
the value of one Pound ten Shillings; four thousand Bills, 
each of the value of fifteen Shillings ; and three thousand 
Bills, each of the value of six Shillings— which Bills shall 
be in the form following, to wit : 

" This Bill, by an Ordinance of the Provincial Congress, 
shall pass current in all payments within the Colony of 
Netv-Jersey, for Proclamation Money. 

" Dated the day of . . 1775." 

And shall be impressed with such devices as the Inspect- 
ors of the Press, hereinafter appointed, shall direct ; and, 
when printed, shall be delivered to Hendrick Fisher and 
Azariah Dunham, Esquires, of the Eastern Division, and 
to John Hart and John Carey, Esquires, of the Western 
Division, four of the signers thereof, in equal moieties ; one 
moiety to be signed by the Treasurer and signers of the 
Eastern Division, and the other moiety by the Treasurer 
and signers of the Western Division. And the said signers 
are hereby authorized and required, upon delivery of the 
said Bills by the printer thereof, to administer to him, and 
he is hereby directed and required to take, an Oath or 
Affirmation, in the following words: 

" I, A B, do declare, that from the time the letters were 
set and fit to be put into the press for the printing the Bills 
of Credit now by me delivered, until the same Bills were 
printed, and the letters unset and put into the boxes again, 
I went at no time out of the room in which the said letters 
were, without locking them up so as they could not be 
come at without violence, a false key, or other art then 
unknown to me ; and therefore, to the best of my know- 
ledge, no copies were printed off but in my presence ; and 
that all the blotters, and other papers whatsoever, printed 
by the said letters, while set for printing the said Bills, to 
the best of my knowledge, are here delivered, together 



with the stamps for the indents and devices ; and that I 
have not at any time been privy or consenting to any other 
or more Bills being struck than I now deliver ; and that, in 
all things relating to this affair, I have demeaned myself 
according to the true intent and meaning of the Ordinance 
by virtue whereof this money is printed, to the best of my 
knowledge and understanding." 

Which printer, at the time he is ordered to print the 
said Bills, shall have a copy of this Oath or Affirmation, 
that he may govern himself accordingly. Provided, always, 
that if any accident has happened, he may have the liberty 
of making an exception thereof in his Oath or Affirmation, 
he declaring fully how it was. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the Bills 
made current by this Ordinance shall be nearly the size 
and likeness of the Bills now current in this Colony, and 
shall be signed and numbered by the respective persons 
hereinbefore appointed signers thereof; and in case of their 
or either of their deaths or other disability, then Joscjih 
Hugg, of the Western Division, and John Covenhoven, of 
the Eastern Division, are hereby appointed signers of the 
said Bills ; and one-half of them shall be delivered to the 
Treasurer of the Eastern Division of this Colony, appointed 
by this Ordinance, to be by him signed ; and the other 
half shall be delivered to the Treasurer of the Western 
Division, to be by him signed ; and in case of refusal or 
disability of either of the said Treasurers, then any three 
of the persons nominated in this Ordinance, as signers, are 
to sign the same. 

And in order that the said Bills may be numbered and 
signed with the less charge and risk, and with the most 
ease and expedition, the said signers are to observe the 
directions following, to wit : 

First. Before the said signers do receive any of the said 
Bills, they shall each of them take an Oath, or Affirmation 
if Quakers, before a Justice of the Peace, for the true sign- 
ing of the said Bills of Credit ; and that they will sign no 
more or other Bills than by this Ordinance is directed ; 
and that, to the best of their skill, they will perform what, 
by this Ordinance, they are enjoined as their duty — a cer- 
tificate of which Oath or Affirmation is to be signed by the 
Justice, and the deponents or affirmants, to be delivered to 
the Treasurers with the Bills, when signed by them. 

Secondly. On receiving the Bills from the printer, the 
said signers shall burn and destroy the blotters, and they 
shall divide the fair bills so received into two equal parts, 
and, to avoid confusion, shall agree betwixt themselves 
how the parts of each shall be numbered ; and the signers 
for the Eastern Division shall take the stamps for the es- 
cutcheons, and the signers for the Western Division shall 
take the stamps for the arms. 

Thirdly. Each of the signers may then carry his part 
to his own house, there to be numbered and signed by him 
with all possible expedition; which, or such part as is then 
necessary, being done, they shall meet at a day and place 
by them to be appointed and agreed on, and each deliver 
the part numbered and signed by him to the other, in order 
for him to sign the same ; and they shall then together 
burn and destroy the Bills, if any be, over and above the 
number hereby appointed to be issued; and in like manner 
shall do, from time to time, until all are signed and ex- 
changed. 

Fourthly. Each of the said signers may then carry 
the part of the Bills aforesaid so delivered to them by the 
other to their respective houses, to be signed with all pos- 
sible expedition; and when signed, in any sums, from time 
to time, to be delivered to the Treasurer of the Division 
where the signers lire, and the stamps for the escutcheons 
and arms, taking receipts of the respective Treasurers for 
the sums so delivered ; which, when produced, shall be 
sufficient to discharge the said signers, respectively, their 
heirs, executors, or administrators, from such parts of the 
said Bills as the receipts do express. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the said 
Treasurers shall, respectively, sign the said Bills to them 
delivered ; and, under the obligation of their oaths or 
affirmations for the due execution of their offices, pay them 
out accordingly, as they shall be directed by this and anv 
future order of the Provincial Congress, or Committee of 
Safety of this Colony, and no otherwise. 
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And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the Bills 
of Credit to be made and issued by virtue of this Ordi- 
nance, shall pass current until the twenty-first day of De- 
cember, which' will be in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-six. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That Samuel 
Tucker, Htndrick Fisher, and Richard Smith, Esquires, 
or any two of them, are hereby authorized and directed to 
agree with the printer for the price to be paid him for 
printing the Bills, according to the directions of this Ordi- 
nance, and shall be and are hereby appointed Inspectors 
of the Press, to take care that the printer of the Bills 
of Credit doth duly perform the duty hereby enjoined 
him. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That there shall 
be paid to the printer of the said Bills of Credit such sum 
or sums of Money, for printing them, as the said Inspectors, 
or any two of them, shall certify under their hands they 
had agreed to pay him for that service; and there shall be 
paid to the Treasurers, Inspectors, and Signers, such re- 
ward for their trouble as the Congress or Committee of 
Safety for this Colony shall deem reasonable. All which 
sums of money shall be paid by the Treasurers, or either 
of them, out of the money made current by virtue of this 
Ordinance, and shall take proper receipts for the same ; 
which receipts, when laid before the Provincial Congress 
or Committee of Safety, shall discharge the said Treasu- 
rers, their heirs, executors, and administrators, for all such 
sums by them paid, pursuant to this Ordinance. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the resi- 
due of the said Thirty Thousand Pounds made current by 
this Ordinance, and not herein appropriated, shall remain 
in the said Treasury as a fund, subject to be disposed of 
in future by the Provincial Congress or Committee of 
Safety of this Colony. 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That, for the 
better credit and effectual sinking of the said Bills of Cre- 
dit, there shall be assessed, levied, and raised, on the seve- 
ral inhabitants of this Colony, their goods and chattels, 
lands and tenements, the sum of Ten Thousand Pounds, an- 
nually, in every of the years one thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-four, one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
five, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-six, to be 
paid in the proportions and manner following: 

By the County of Bergen, £664 8 

By the County of Essex, 742 18 

By the County of Middlesex, - - - - 872 6 8 
By the County of Somerset, - - - - 904 2 
By the County of Monmouth, - - - -1,069 2 8 

By the County of Morris, 723 8 

By the County of Sussex, ----- 593 5 4 
By the County of Hunterdon, - - - -1,363 16 8 
By the County of Burlington, - - - -1,071 13 4 
By the County of Gloucester, - - - - 763 2 8 

By the County of Salem, 679 12 

By the County of Cumberland, - - - 385 6 8 
By the County of Cape-May, - - - - 166 18 

And it is further Resolved and Directed, That the seve- 
ral quotas, so apportioned as aforesaid, shall be assessed, 
raised, levied, collected, and paid into the Treasuries, in 
the same method, manner, proportion, and form, as is 
directed by an Act passed in the tenth year of his present 
Majesty's reign, entitled "An Act to settle the quotas of 
the several Counties in this Colony;" provided that some 
other more equitable expedient for sinking the same, in a 
more easy method to the inhabitants of this Colony, shall 
not be agreed upon in the mean time. 

Whereupon, the question being put, whether this Ordi- 
nance do pass or not, it was carried in the affirmative. 

The Memorial of Jonathan D. Sergeant, Esq., Trea- 
surer to the late Congress of this Colony, was read a se- 
cond time, and unanimously approved. 

Ordered, That the thanks of this Congress be returned 
to Mr. Sergeant, for his constant and steady attention to 
the publick cause, at these times of general calamity. 

On motion made, Resolved, unanimously, That Com- 
missions do issue to Messrs. John Cooper and John Den- 
nis, the Treasurers for this Colony, appointed by this Con- 



gress, upon their giving such security as this Congress or 
the Committee of Safety shall direct. 

On motion made, Resolved, That upon proper certifi- 
cates, from any County Committee of this Colony, being 
produced to the President or Vice-President, in the recess 
of this Congress, certifying the election of Militia or Min- 
ute Officers for any of the Battalions in this Colony, the 
President or Vice-President do issue Commissions accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered, That a Commission do issue to John Taylor, 
Esq., as Second Major of the Fourtli Regiment of Militia 
in Hunterdon County. 

On motion made, Resolved, That in case of the death, 
or removal out of the Colony, of any of the Deputies of 
this Congress, before the next annual election, the Free- 
holders of the County for which such person was a Depu- 
ty, have leave to proceed to a new election to supply his 
place. 

On motion made, Resolved, That it be recommended 
to the several County Committees of this Colony to allow 
their respective Deputies such recompense for their time 
and publick service, in attending the Provincial Congresses 
and Committees of Safety, as they shall think reasonable. 

Resolved, That a Commission do issue to James Holmes, 
Esq., as Surgeon to the Sussex Battalion of Minute-Men. 

Resolved, That a Commission do issue to Peter Camp- 
bell, Esq., as Aid-de-Camp to Brig. Gen. Dickinson. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the following gentle- 
men be, and they are hereby appointed a Committee of 
Safety, to act for the publick welfare of this Colony, in the 
recess of this Congress, to wit : 

Mr. President Tucker, Mr. Vice-President Fisher, John 
Hart, Abraham Clark, Lewis Ogden, Joseph Holmes, 
John Me helm, Isaac Pearson, John Pope, Azariah Dun- 
ham, John Dennis, Augustine Stevenson, Ruloffe Van 
Dyke, Esquires. 

Which said Committee of Safety, or the major part of 
the members thereof, are hereby directed to meet at such 
time and place as the President and Vice-President shall 
direct. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Mr. President be de- 
sired to return the thanks of this Congress to the Rev. Mr. 
Spencer and the Rev. Mr. Panton, for their polite atten- 
tion and services during the present sitting ; and also to 
the several communities who have been pleased to accom- 
modate this Congress with the use of their respective places 
of worship. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Secretary be re- 
quested to revise, correct, and make out a fair copy of the 
Minutes of this Congress, for publication ; and that he be 
allowed such recompense for his time and trouble as this 
Congress or Committee of Safety shall deem reasonable. 

Resolved, That as soon as the Secretary hath prepared 
a fair copy of the Minutes of this Congress for the press, 
Mr. President do issue an order to Isaac Collins to imme- 
diately print off one thousand copies thereof, for the use of 
the Colony in general ; and five hundred copies of the new 
Militia Ordinance, with the Articles of War for regulating 
the Continental Army annexed, for the use of the Militia 
Forces. 

Resolved, That, out of the Moneys in the Treasury of 
this Congress, there be paid to Mr. President so much 
Money as he hath expended for Fire-Wood, Candles, 
Pens, Ink, and Paper, for the use of this Congress, during 
the present sitting; and also ten Shillings to Mr. Fisher, 
and ten Shillings to Mr. Mehdm., for two volumes of the 
Acts of Assembly of this Colony; and to Daniel Bdlin- 
gcau, the Doorkeeper of this Congress, for his constant 
attendance and services during this sitting, six Pounds ■ 
and also to the said Daniel Bellingeau, the sum of three 
Pounds fifteen Shillings, for his services in attending the 
late Congress. 

The Congress adjourned to meet at New- Brunswick, 
on the first Tuesday in April next, unless sooner con- 
vened by the President, Vice-President, or the Committee 
of Safety. 
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TRYON COUNTY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE TO PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 
Tryon County Committee Chamber, October 28, 1775. 
Honourable Gentlemen : As we found our duty and 
particular reasons to inquire or rather desire Sir John John- 
son's absolute opinion and intention of the three following 
articles, viz : 

1. Whether he would allow that his tenants may form them- 
selves into Companies, according to the regulations of our 
Continental Congress, to the defence of our Country's cause ; 

2. Whether he would be willing himself also to assist 
personally in the same purpose; 

3. Whether he pretendeth a prerogative to our County 
Court-House and Jail, and would hinder or interrupt the 
Committee of our County to make use of the said publick 
houses for our want and service in our common cause ; 

We have therefore, from our meeting held yesterday, 
sent three members of our Committee with the aforemen- 
tioned questions contained in a letter to him directed, and 
received of Sir John, thereupon, the following answer: 

1. That he thinks our requests very unreasonable, as 
he never had denied the use of either Court-House or Jail 
to any body, nor would yet deny it for the use which these 
houses have been built for; but he looks upon the Court- 
House and Jail at Johnstown to be his property till he is 
paid seven hundred Pounds — which being out of his pocket 
for the building of the same. 

2. In regard of embodying his tenants into Companies, 
he never did forbid them, neither should do it, as they 
may use their pleasure ; but we might save ourselves that 
trouble, he being sure they would not. 

3. Concerning himself he declared, that before he would 
sign any association, or would lift his hand up against his 
King, he would rather suffer that his head shall be cut off. 
Further, be replied, that if we would make any unlawful 
use of the Jail, he would oppose it; and also mentions that 
there have many unfair means been used for signing the 
Association, and uniting the people ; for he was informed, 
by credible gentlemen in New- York, that they were obliged 
to unite, otherwise they could not live there. And that 
he was also informed, by good authority, that likewise two- 
thirds of the Canajoharie and German-Flalts people have 
been forced to sign; and, by his opinion, the Boston people 
are open rebels, and the other Colonies have joined them. 

Our Deputies replied to his expressions of forcing the 
people to sign in our County; that his authority spared the 
truth, and it appears by itself ridiculous that one-third 
should have forced two-thirds to sign. On the contrary, 
they would prove that it was offered to any one, after sign- 
ing, that the regretters could any time have their names 
crossed, upon their requests. 

We thought proper to refer these particular inimical de- 
clarations to your House, and would be very glad to get 
your opinion and advice, for our further directions. Please, 
also, to remember what we mentioned to you in our former 
letters, of the inimical and provoking behaviour of the ten- 
ants of said Sir John, which they still continue, under the 
authority of said Sir John. 

We must further hear that the Governour, Tryon, shall 
have granted again a commission to the great villain, Alex- 
ander White, for High-Sheriff in our County; but we shall 
never suffer any execution of such office in our County by 
the said White. We have not yet been favoured with your 
answer and opinion in regard to our proceedings in voting 
a new Sheriff for our County. Be also pleased to despatch 
to us the commissions for our Militia officers, as it is very 
difficult to cause the regulations to be executed according 
to the resolves of our Provincial Congress, without such 
authorities. 

We remain, with much esteem, honourable Gentlemen, 
your obedient humble servants. 

By order of the Committee : 

Nicholas Herckheimer, Chairman. 

To the Honourable Provincial Congress at New- Yorlc. 

P. S. We must also see some of our enemies, Indians 
of Guy Johnson's party, come back, and in particular the 
Indian William Johnson, who fought against our forces 
near St. John's, and has now made his abode again in our 
Canajoharie Castle, very boldly, and perhaps with bad 
designs. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, October 28, 1775. 

Sir: When we removed part of the live stock from 
Block-Island, in July last, a number of cattle were left, so 
poor (owing to the severe drought) that they were totally 
unfit for the knife. The plentiful rains that have since 
fallen have increased the feed so much that there are now 
upwards of three hundred fit for market. The island is 
situated so far from the Continent, that any attempt to 
remove them will be extremely hazardous, and I can think 
of no other method to prevent their being taken by the ene- 
my, than killing and salting them. As we have no demand 
for salted provisions in this Colony, I must desire your 
Excellency to take order that the beef, when barrelled, 
may be received into the magazines in camp, at a reason- 
able price ; in which case they will be killed and cured 
forthwith. You are sensible, Sir, of the unhappy situation 
of this Colony with respect to the enemy, it being scarcely 
any thing more than a line of sea-coast; and I have no 
doubt will give us every assistance in your power. 

I am, with great truth and respect, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, AT ,-, 

' Nicholas Cooke. 

General Washington. 

P. S. I have this morning despatched Mr. Bowen, with 
orders to Colonel Hopkins for ten cannon, four-pounders, 
for the armed vessel now equipping at Plymouth. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN AND JOHN GLOVER TO COL. JOSEPH REED. 

Beverly, October 28, 1775. 

Sir : We received your favour of the 25th instant, en- 
closing instructions for the agents, one of which we will 
deliver to the person appointed for this place, and transmit 
the others to Portsmouth, Newbury, &c, &c. 

The first article mentions the laying in provisions, con- 
formable to an enclosed paper, which enclosure was omit- 
ted ; you will, therefore, please to send us five of them, 
and one more copy of the instructions, by return of the 
bearer. 

We will pay due attention to your commands, in fixing 
the commissions, &c, with the agents, and all agreements 
shall be committed to writing. 

Captain Glover has brought all the things we wrote to 
you for, except the three hundred swivel-shot, which, he in- 
forms us, were not to be had ; he says there are four-ounce 
ball, which will answer very well. On looking over the 
ammunition left by the three schooners, we find there will 
be wanting, for Captain Adams, forty rounds of four-pound 
cartridges, and four or five hundred of them four-ounce 
ball ; of these he will give half unto Captain Manly, when 
they meet at Cape-Ann. There is no sheet lead to be 
had in these parts — we want ten feet square — please to 
send it and these other things immediately, viz : 60 four- 
pound shot, 40 two-pound shot, 40 cartridges for two- 
pounders — absolutely necessary. 

We will recommend harmony and good understanding 
to the Captains, and will give our best advice to Captain 
Adams, relative to his cruising farther eastward, and in all 
other matters. We shall be glad to see him soon — his 
vessel is ready — it is now five o'clock, P. M., and no ap- 
pearance of him or bis men. Captain Manly is off, and 
only waits a fair wind to proceed to sea. 

We are, with great respect to his Excellency and to 
you, Sir, your most humble servants, 

Stephen Moylan, 
John Glover. 
To Colonel Joseph Reed. 

P. S. Please to put Captain Adams in mind of bring- 
ing his Sergeant and Gunner. 



proclamations by general HOWE. 
A Proclamation, 
By his Excellency the Hon. William Howe, Major- 
General and Commander-in- Chief of all His Majesty's 
Forces ivithin the Colonies lying on the Atlantick 
Ocean, from Nova-Scotia to West-Florida, inclu- 
sive, fyc. 

Whereas several of the inhabitants of this Town have 
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lately absconded, to join, it is apprehended, His Majesty's 
enemies, assembled in open rebellion, 1 do, by virtue of the 
power and authority in me vested by His Majesty, forbid 
any person or persons whatever, not belonging to the Navy, 
to pass from hence, by water or otherwise, from the date 
hereof, without my order or permission, given in writing. 
Any person or persons detected in the attempt, or who 
may be retaken, upon sufficient proof thereof, shall be liable 
to military execution ; and those who escape shall be treat- 
ed as traitors, by seizure of their goods and effects. All 
masters of transports or other vessels, sailing from hence, 
unless under the immediate order of Samuel Graves, Esq., 
Vice- Admiral of the White, he, Sic, he, or officer com- 
manding His Majesty's ships of war on this service for the 
time being, are hereby strictly forbidden to receive any 
person or persons on board, without my order or permis- 
sion, in Writing. Any master or others, detected in diso- 
beying this Proclamation, shall be liable to such fine and 
imprisonment as may be adjudged. 

Given at Head-Quarters, in Boston, the 28th day of 
October, 1775. 

By his Excellency William Howe, fyc, fyc, 8{C. 

Whereas there is reason to believe that many persons, 
leaving this Town by permission, have, contrary to orders, 
conveyed away large sums in specie, to the great incon- 
venience of this garrison, and detriment of His Majesty's 
service in general, I do hereby give notice, that any per- 
son, having leave to depart from hence, by water or other- 
wise, who shall be detected in an attempt to carry away 
more than five Pounds in specie, as heretofore allowed, 
without first obtaining my particular permission for so do- 
inc, shall forfeit the whole sum discovered, and suffer such 
other fine and imprisonment as may be adjudged, accord- 
ing to the degree of offence. And for the more effectual 
discovery of those who shall presume to act contrary to 
this Proclamation, I do hereby order, that one-half of the 
moneys duly detected, on information, be given to the in- 
former. 

Given at Head-Quarters, in Boston, October 28, 1775. 

By Ms Excellency William Howe, fyc, fyc, &fc. 

Whereas it is become the indispensable duty of every 
loyal and faithful citizen to contribute all in his power for 
the preservation of order and good government within the 
Town of Boston, I do hereby recommend that the inhabit- 
ants do immediately associate themselves, to be formed 
into Companies, under proper officers, selected by me from 
among the associators, to be solely employed within the 
precincts of the Town, and for the purposes above men- 
tioned. 

That this association be opened in the Council Cham- 
ber, under the direction of the Hon. Peter Oliver, Fosler 
Hutchinson, and William Brown, Esquires, on Monday, 
the 30th day of October, 1775, and continued for four days 
following, that no one may plead ignorance of the same. 

Out of the number of persons voluntarily entering into 
the association, all such as are able to discharge the duty 
required of them shall be properly armed, and an allow- 
ance of fuel and provisions be made to those requiring the 
same, equal to what is issued to His Majesty's troops with- 
in the garrison. 

Given at Head-Quarters, at Boston, October 28, 1775. 

An Association proposed to the loyal Citizens, agreeable 
to the Proclamation issued by his Excellency the Honour- 
able Major-General William Howe, Commander-in- 
Chief of His Majesty's Forces, fyc, fyc, &fc. 
We, His Majesty's loyal subjects of the Town of Bos- 
ton, being sensible of the duty incumbent on us, " to do 
every thing in our power to support order and good govern- 
ment, as well as to contribute our aid to the internal secu- 
rity of the Town," now take this opportunity to profess 
our firm allegiance to His Majesty, and entire obedience to 
his Government and laws. From a disposition to continue 
quiet and obedient subjects, we have generally neglected 
the use of arms, while those of different characters and 
sentiments have been diligently endeavouring to improve 
themselves in that art. Upon these principles, we have 



remained in or fled to this Town ; neither do we wish or 
design to leave it. 

We consider it as our strongest duty to contribute our 
aid in promoting the peace, order, and security of the 
Town, and are willing to be employed to these good pur- 
poses, in the ways and means suited to our capacities. To 
that end, we cheerfully accept the offers of his Excellency, 
and now voluntarily associate for the purposes mentioned 
in his Proclamation ; hereby promising, that such of us as 
he shall think proper or able to perform the duties therein 
required will be formed into Companies, as therein men- 
tioned, and will, to the utmost of our power, faithfully 
perform those services, and punctually discharge the trust 
reposed in us ; and that such as are not able to go through 
those duties will freely contribute our proportions, accord- 
ing to our abilities, to raise a sum of money for promoting 
this salutary purpose, to be applied to the use of those who 
are able, in such manner as the General, or those he may 
appoint, may think proper'. 



SAMUEL ADAMS TO ELBRIDGE GERRV. 

Philadelphia, October 29, 1.775. 

My dear Sir : I wrote to you a few days ago, by young 
Mr. Brown, and then acknowledged your favour of the 
9th instant. 

You tell me that a Committee of both Houses of Assem- 
bly is appointed, to bring in a Militia bill. I am of your 
opinion, that this matter requires great attention ; and I 
wish, with you, to see our Militia formed not only into 
Battalions, but also Brigades. But should we not be cau- 
tious of putting them under the direction of the Generals 
of the Continent, at least until such a Legislative shall be 
established over all America, as every Colony shall con- 
sent to? 

The Continental Army is very properly under the di- 
rection of the Continental Congress. Possibly, if ever 
such a Legislative should be formed, it may be proper that 
the whole military power, in every Colony, should be un- 
der its absolute direction. Bo that as it may, will it not 
till then be prudent that the Militia of each Colony should 
be and remain under the sole direction of its own Legisla- 
tive, which is and ought to be the sovereign and uncon- 
trollable power within its own limits or territory? I hope 
our Militia will always be prepared to aid the forces of the 
Continent in this righteous opposition to tyranny ; but this 
ought to be done upon an application to the Government 
of the Colony. Your Militia is your natural strength, 
which ought, under your own direction, to be employed 
for your own safety and protection. It is a misfortune to 
a Colony to become the seat of war. It is always danger- 
ous to the liberties of the people to have an army stationed 
among them, over which they have no control. There is 
at present a necessity for it ; the Continental Army is kept 
up within our Colony, most evidently, for our immediate 
security. But it should be remembered that history affords 
abundant instances of established armies making themselves 
the masters of those Countries which they were designed 
to protect. There may be no danger of this at present, 
but it should be a caution not to trust the whole military 
strength of a Colony in the hands of commanders inde- 
pendent of its established Legislative. 

It is now in the power of our Assembly to establish many 
wholesome laws and regulations, which could not be done 
under the former administration of Government. Corrupt 
men may be kept out of places of publick trust; the uimost 
circumspection, I hope, will be used in the choice of men 
for publick officers. It is to be expected that some, who 
are void of the least regard to the publick, will put on the 
appearance, and even speak boldly the language of patriots, 
with the sole purpose of gaining the confidence of the pub- 
lick, and securing the loaves and fishes for themselves, or 
their sons, or other connexions. Men who stand candidates 
for publick posts should be critically traced in their views 
and pretensions ; and though we would despise mean and 
base suspicion, there is a degree of jealousy which is abso- 
lutely necessary, in this degenerate state of mankind, and 
is indeed at all times to be considered as a political virtue. 
It is in your power, also, to prevent a plurality of places, 
incompatible with each other, being vested in the same 
persons. This our patriots have loudly and very justly 
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complained of in time past ; and it will be an everlasting 
disgrace to them, if they suffer the practice to continue. 
Care, I am informed, is taking to prevent the evil, with as 
little inconvenience as possible ; but it is my opinion that 
the remedy ought to be deep and thorough. 

After all, virtue is the surest means of securing the pub- 
lick liberty. I hope you will improve the golden oppor- 
tunity of restoring the ancient purity of principles and man- 
ners in our Countrv. Every thine that we do or ought to 
esteem valuable depends upon it ; for freedom or slavery, 
says an admired writer, will prevail in a Country, according 
as the disposition and manners of the inhabitants render 
them fit for the one or the other. 

P. S. November 4. Yesterday, the colours of the Seventh 
Regiment were presented to the Congress; they were taken 
at Fort Chambly. The garrison surrendered prisoners 
of war to Major Brown, of the Massachusetts forces, with 
one hundred and twenty-four barrels of gunpowder. May 
Heaven grant us further success. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 29, 1775. 

Dear Sir : As you will be fully informed of every mat- 
ter and thing relative to the Army, by your own Commit- 
tee, I should not have given you the trouble of a letter at 
this time, were it not on Colonel Reed's account. He is, 
as I presume you may have heard, concerned in many of 
the principal causes now depending in the courts of Penn- 
sylvania; and should those causes be pressed for trial, by 
his brethren of the profession, it will not only do him a 
manifest injury in his practice and future prospects, but 
afford room for complaint of his having neglected his busi- 
ness as a lawyer. This he thinks may be avoided, if some 
of you gentlemen of the Congress, in the course of conver- 
sation with the Chief Justice and others, would represent 
the disadvantages which must result to him, in case his 
causes should be hurried to trial. 

That Colonel Reed is clever in his business, and useful 
to me, is too apparent to mention. I should do equal in- 
justice, therefore, to his abilities and merit, were I not to 
add, that his services here are too important to be lost, and 
that I could wish to have him considered in this point of 
view by your honourable body, when occasion shall fa- 
vour. 

I shall take it kind of you to give me, from time to time, 
such authentick intelligence of the manoeuvres of the Minis- 
try as you think may be relied on. We get none but 
newspaper accounts here, and these very imperfect. 

I am, with sincere esteem and regard, dear Sir, your af- 
fectionate friend and countryman, 

George Washington. 



him, so as to rid the Army of him entirely. But I beg 
leave to intimate to you the propriety of observing some 
caution in giving commissions to persons who have been 
discharged, before you are apprized of the reasons of their 
leaving the Army. 

I am glad to hear the Commissary-General is in a fair 
way of recovery. I hope it will not be long before we 
have the pleasure of seeing him in the camp. 

I am, Sir, with much regard and esteem, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut, 

P. S. Have you heard any thing of the lead proposed 
to be sent from Albany in August 1 Allow me to call your 
attention to this important article. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 29, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the 25th instant came safely to 
hand. Captain Whipple's voyage has been unfortunate ; 
but it is not in our power to command success, though it 
is always our duty to deserve it. I hope he will be more 
successful in his intended voyage, if it is proposed in con- 
sequence of the direction of the Congress. I think it 
proper you should apprize him that two schooners have 
sailed from hence to the mouth of St. Lawrence River, 
upon the same service, commanded by Captain Brough- 
ton and Captain Selman. The signal which they have 
agreed on to distinguish each other, and to be known to 
their friends, is the ensign up to the main toppinglift. I 
agree with you that the attachment of our Bermudian 
brethren ought to recommend them to the favourable re- 
gards of their friends of America, and I doubt not it will. 
1 shall certainly take a proper opportunity to make their 
case known to the honourable Continental Congress. 

I shall be happy in every opportunity to show the 
regard and esteem with which I am your Honour's most 
obedient and very humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 29, 1775. 

Sir : Since I had the pleasure of addressing you last, no 
material occurrence has happened in our camp. Deputy- 
Governour Grisivold was desirous of taking the minutes of 
the conference with the Delegates of the Continental Con- 
gress with him, but they were so lengthy the time did not 
admit of it. As soon as they can be copied fair, they shall 
be transmitted. 

I was somewhat surprised to find that, in one of the 
Regiments lately from Connecticut, a Doctor Cheney had 
been commissioned as a Surgeon. As I am persuaded he 
must have obtained this appointment by some misrepre- 
sentation, I think it proper to apprize you of his conduct 
and behaviour. Last summer, being suspected of fraudu- 
lent draughts upon the Commissary store, and other mal- 
practices, it was proposed to bring him to atrial; which he 
evaded by requesting a dismission, which was granted him. 
After which, I am very credibly informed, he returned to 
his Colony, where he has propagated the most infamous 
reports of some of the General Officers — reports tending 
to impress the minds of the soldiery and Country with pre- 
judices which would dissolve that confidence which ought to 
subsist beUveeq troops and their officers. Since he has re- 
turned to camp he has renewed his draughts upon the stores, 
but being immediately detected, I have ordered him under 
arrest, and hope sufficient evidence may be had to convict 
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COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO CAPTAIN C01T. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 29, 1775. 

Sir : Your favour of the 26th instant came to hand this 
moment. I am very sorry for the accident that happened, 
but we hope more care will be taken in future. The ves- 
sel was well recommended, and as she is a good sailer, we 
hope you will soon put yourself in a better. We expect 
a brig and a schooner, taken at Martha's Vineyard, will 
be in Plymouth in a few days. Major Tupper, who took 
them, requested they might be fitted out from hence, to 
which the advance of the season, &c, was objected ; but 
the General consented he might take one of them, if he 
could man and fit her out at Plymouth immediately. If 
he should want one of them, he is to have her upon those 
terms ; but you may have the other, if you can immediately 
shift into her, without loss of time ; but we rather wish 
you should proceed in the Harrison, as she is fitted out, 
and sails well. There are a great many vessels on the 
coast, so that you may do your Country great service, and 
acquire much honour yourself, if you proceed immediately. 
It is under the consideration of Congress to give the offi- 
cers and men one clear third of the whole, without any 
reserve ; which I mention for your encouragement. 

I wish you all possible success ; and am, Sir, your very 
humble servant, Joseph Reed, Sec'y. 

To Captain Coit, Plymouth. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO CAPTAIN EPHRAIM BOWEN, JUN. 

Head-Quarters, October 29, 1775. 

Sir: Captain Coit has informed me of the accident 
which happened to his vessel, through the stupidity and 
unskilfulness of the pilot. We wonder we did not hear 
from you or Martindale, by the return of this messenger, 
as we are quite at a loss about the ammunition to be got 
from hence, and the time of marching the men to Ply- 
mouth. However, as by all accounts the vessel is ready, 
I have ordered the men to have notice to march to-mor- 
row, or as soon as the weather will permit. 
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A gentleman from Plymouth informs us this morning 
that they cannot spare the powder from the stock, unless 
it is immediately replaced. You .will, therefore, be par- 
ticular in your account, that we may know how to repay 
it. They speak of a brass field-piece which they cannot 
well spare. You will also leave it, unless it is indispensa- 
bly necessary for the vessels ; which we cannot suppose. 

You may let Captain Martindale know that it is under 
consideration of Congress to allow a great share of prizes 
to the officers "and men. We hope all will exert them- 
selves for the common good of our Country. Two of our 
vessels sail out of Marblehead to-day, if the weather per- 
mits ; two are already gone to the eastward. 

T am, in haste, your very humble servant, 

Joseph Reed. 

To Captain Ephraim Bowen, Jun., Plymouth. 



A LIST OF THE ARMED VESSELS AND A STATE OP THEM. 

At Salem and Marblehead. 

1st. The Lynch, schooner, commanded by Captain 
Broughton. 

2d, The Franklin, schooner, commanded by Captain 
Selman. Both the above vessels have sailed from _ Mar- 
blehead, with seventy men each, to the River St. Law- 
rence, per the special order of Congress. See their addi- 
tional instructions. 

3d. The Lee, schooner, commanded by Captain Man- 
ley, fitted out at Marblehead . Sailed October 29, on a 
cruise. 

N. B. Captain Glover having waived his rank, and gone 
as Lieutenant, I have given him expectations that if he 
behaves well the General .will give him the command of 
the next vessel fitted out from that place, if there should 
be any more. 

4th. The Warren, schooner, commanded by Captain 
Adams, of the New- Hampshire troops; she sails the 30th. 
Each of the above vessels carries four four-pounders, with 
twenty rounds for each cannon, ten swivels, and twenty 
rounds. The two last vessels carry fifty men each. 

Agents: Tristram Dallon, Esq., Newburyport ; Joshua 
Wentworth, Esq., Portsmouth. 

At Plymouth. 

1st. The Washington. This is a fine vessel, mounts 
ten carriage-guns, and is commanded by Captain Martin- 
dale, of Rhode-Island. She expects to sail the 30th. The 
crew have not gone down, but I have wrote to General 
Greene to order them away as soon as the weather will 
admit. This vessel will carry eighty or one hundred men. 

2d. The Harrison, schooner, commanded by Captain 
Coil, of Connecticut. She is now out. She carries fifty 
men, four carriage-guns, and ten swivels. Agent, William 
Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 

Captain Bowen is at that place, superintending the out- 
fit of the vessel. Each of the above vessels have a Sur- 
geon — their boxes of medicine prepared at the Hospital. 

Ammunition for the vessels from Marblehead has been 
sent from camp; that for those at Plymouth has been pro- 
vided by the Town, but is to be replaced as soon as an 
account is given by Captain Brown. Two hundred bar- 
rels of flour at Salem, for the use of these vessels, in the 
hands of the Agent. 

Mr. Moylan and Colonel Glover are at Salem and Mar- 
blehead, superintending the vessels which have been and 
are fitting out there. 

Major Tupper having expressed some desire to go out 
in one of the vessels he has taken at Martha's Vineyard, 
has had leave, provided he can man and fit her out at Ply- 
mouth immediately; otherwise not, as the season is far ad- 
vanced. 

Captain Coil is out in the vessel first fitted, but thinks 
she is rather old and weak; he has leave to take one of the 
late captures, if he can do it without loss of time ; but is 
advised rather to keep in the vessel fitted out till he can 
take a better. 

Mr. Watson, Agent at Plymouth, has directions to ad- 
vance moneys to Major Tupper and those who assisted him, 
for which be has the prizes, .&.c, in band. 

The Agents are directed by their instructions to send 
their bills, with the vouchers and. an affidayit.of the truth 



of their accounts, to Head-Quarters, before their bills are 
to be answered. 

No bills are yet drawn or warrants given upon this ac- 
count. I would humbly recommend that the Paymaster- 
General should open an account for the armed vessels, and 
charge them outfits; that the money, or value of prizes 
taken, be sent to him and credited — from which it will, at 
one view, be seen what is the profit or loss, and be kept 
distinct from the Army accounts. 

Mr. Moylan having been employed in this service, and 
from his education understanding shipping, I should ap- 
prehend a very proper person to control the accounts 
that will be sent in for the fitting out those vessels, 

Joseph Reed. 

October 29, 1775. 



GENERAL SULLIVAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Portsmouth, October 29, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: 1 arrived here in 
about twenty-four hours after I left you. Have collected 
powder so as to make up near thirty barrels, and have 
since been preparing to set an example to the other sea- 
ports, by setting the fleet at defiance. Upon my arrival, 
1 was surprised to find that the boom so much talked of 
was not prepared ; that the bridge intended for crossing 
from the main to the island, whereon stands the principal 
fort, (called Fort Washington,) had nothing more done 
than one pier sunk ; that there was not a foot of the para- 
pet over which a man might fire, or even see his enemy; 
that the embrasures at the fort were horizontal, as well as 
the top of the parapets ; and, in short, not a moment's 
defence could be made, or annoyance given Jo the enemy, 
either with cannon or small-arms. I immediately collected 
a number of gondolas, moored them head and stern, laid 
pieces from one to the other, and plank across, and soon 
completed the bridge. I then turned my attention to the 
boom, and in two days got it across, but found it could not 
stand the rapidity of the tide ; it soon broke, and we have 
again fixed it, so that I hope it may hold ; but lest it should 
deceive us, I have taken a number of ships, and moored 
ihem above, with a great quantity of combustible matter 
in them, and shall to-morrow have them chained together, 
and, in case the boom should give way, set those vessels 
in flames. I have also a great number of fire rafts ready 
to let loose upon them. I have altered the works, and, I 
trust, made them fit for defence, and 1 doubt not will, in 
two or three days more, be completely prepared. 

I am extremely thankful to your Excellency for the 
riflemen sent to our assistance ; it has indeed filled our 
people with gratitude ; and that my coming down was 
equally agreeable, your Excellency will see by the en- 
closed letter from their Committee of Safety. 

1 have seen some men that were on board the fleet after 
the destruction of Falmouth. Captain Mozcaf .showed his 
orders, which were to burn all the sea-ports east of Bos- 
ton. When he departed from Falmouth, he told them 
that he must go to Boston, and take a recruit of shells, 
carcasses, &c, and then would visit Portsmouth. I expect 
him daily, but in case he does not arrive in a few days, 
shall despair of his coming. 

I must beg your Excellency to give me intelligence of 

any movement of their ships, with any orders you may 

think proper, with respect to my conduct while here. 1 

shall give the earliest intelligence of any thing material; 

and remain, with great esteem, your Excellency's most 

obedient servant, T '"_," 

John Sullivan. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

P. S. I enclose a letter sent from the eastward, which 
was enclosed in one to me, signed by one Major Goodwin, 
of Pownalborough. That infernal crew of Tories, who 
have laughed at the Congress, despised the friends to lib- 
erty, endeavoured to prevent fortifying this harbour, and 
strove to hurt the credit of the Continental money, and are 
yet endeavouring it, walk the streets here with impunity, 
and will, with a sneer, tell the people in the streets that all 
our liberty-poles will soon be converted into gallows, t 
must entreat your Excellency to give some directions what 
to do with those persons, as 1 am fully convinced that if 
an engagement was to happen, they would, .with their own 
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hands, set fire to the Town, expecting a reward from the 
Ministry for such hellish service. Some who have for a 
long time employed themselves in ridiculing and discour- 
aging those who were endeavouring to save the Town, 
have now turned upon me, and are flying from one street 
to another, proclaiming that you gave me no authority or 
license to take ships to secure the entrance of the harbour, 
or did any thing more than send me here to see the Town 
reduced to ashes, if our enemies thought proper. Sir, I 
shall wait your directions respecting those villains, and see 
that they are strictly complied with by your Excellency's 
most obedient servant, J. S. 

ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE BOROUGH OF 
DERBY. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and principal In- 
habitants of the Borough of Derby, presented to His Ma- 
jesty by Daniel Parker Coke, Esquire, Petitioner for the 
Borough of Derby. 

To the Kings Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and prin- 
cipal Inhabitants of the Borough of Derby. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and principal Inhabitants of the Bo- 
rough of Derby, truly sensible of the many blessings we 
enjoy under your Majesty's wise and equitable administra- 
tion, beg leave to approach your throne with professions 
of the most sincere gratitude and unalterable allegiance. 
Such professions we look upon as peculiarly necessary at 
this critical season, when a considerable number of your 
Majesty's subjects in America, inflamed by the artifices of 
a disappointed and desperate faction in our own Country, 
have bid defiance to the authority of the British Legisla- 
ture, and have risen into actual and avowed rebellion. Re- 
lying entirely upon the justice and prudence of your Ma- 
jesty and your Parliament, we presume not to prescribe 
the measures which may be thought proper for the sup- 
pression of these unwarrantable and treasonable proceed- 
ings. We are convinced that every method consistent 
with the dignity of Government and the preservation of 
the Constitution, will be used to prevent the effusion of 
blood, and to restore peace and unanimity to the Colonies. 
But if (as we have too much reason to apprehend) these de- 
luded men should so far continue to abuse your Majesty's 
clemency, as to draw down upon themselves the awful 
vengeance of the Parent State, we do, in the most solemn 
manner, assure your Majesty, that we shall always willingly 
exert our utmost endeavours to maintain inviolate the hon- 
our of your crown, and to assert the authority of the Bri- 
tish Parliament in every part of your Majesty's Dominions. 

That your Majesty may long reign in the hearts of a 
free, happy, and' united people, is the earnest prayer of 
your Majesty's ever faithful subjects and servants. 



JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGT6N. 

Lebanon, October 30, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : I have been very 
unhappily detained here by sickness, which has been very 
severe ; but, by the goodness of God, is now going off; and 
as that goes off, my anxiety about my business increases. 
I sent, some time ago, a request to your Excellency for a 
supply of cash, without which nothing can be done; that 
cash 1 have not received, which, possibly, was well judged 
in my friends, considering the then alarming state of my 
health. I have now procured Captain Wadsworth, the 
bearer, to wait on your Excellency in my name and stead, 
to request a warrant to the Paymaster-General for one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand dollars ; the greatest part of 
which is now due to my agents in New- York and this 
Colony, and the rest will be needed by thein immediately, 
to make the necessary supplies for the Army within my 
department for the coming winter. I hope to be able to 
attend my duty in camp again, but have been and am 
reduced so low that it must be two or three weeks first ; 
however, your Excellency may depend on my attendance, 
as soon as it can be thought prudent for me to venture. 

I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient and very humble servant, 

Joseph Trumbull, Com'y Gen. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PHILADELPHIA TO A GEN- 
TLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED OCTOBER 30, 1775. 

Orders are given to fortify our river, that no ship of war 
can come up without much hot work, and the Militia still 
continue to exercise with as much assiduity as ever. All the 
commissioned officers for the new standing army are nearly 
appointed, and it is thought the Companies will be filled 
up directly, as the people, for months past, have been cry- 
ing out for the measure. A very considerable quantity of 
gunpowder is lately arrived in New-England, which, when 
it reaches the camp, it is expected to bring on a very warm 
day, however late we are now in autumn. 

The people in Maryland and Virginia have begun to 
dig up their tobacco-houses, and lixiviate the earth for 
nitre ; and what would seem incredible, had a person of 
less credibility than Doctor Boyd, of Baltimore, related it, 
two ounces of saltpetre have been obtained from two quarts 
of loam." This success has excited a perfect enthusiasm 
throughout the Country, arid the manufacture of nitre will 
he every where domestick. I know of three lead mines 
myself, whose ore yields seventy-five per cent., and we 
have assurance of as much copper from the Jerseys as will 
furnish us with as many field-pieces as we can wish to em- 
ploy. 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon, October 30, 1775. 

Sir: I have received your two last favours, and thank- 
fully accept the early intelligence given by that of the 24th 
instant, with the deposition therein transmitted to me. On 
this occasion I ask your favour to recommend and send to 
me a skilful Engineer, if one can be spared, to view the 
situation and circumstances of our port of New-London, 
to consider and direct the most eligible manner of fortifying 
the same, whether by fixed or floating batteries, and to 
make proper estimates of the expense. 

Our gentlemen, sent to represent this Colony at the 
conference with the Committee from the honourable gen- 
eral Congress, are returned, and have given me a verbal 
account of the proceedings and report thereon. The want 
of time prevented their bringing a copy; please to for- 
ward one to me by this opportunity. 

The Commissary-General hath been very sick with the 
dysentery since his coming hither; by divine goodness he 
is in a good way of recovery; hope he will be able to re- 
turn, as soon as may be, with safety to his health. 

I am, with great esteem and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



At a County Congress held at Fairfield, within and for 
the County of Fairfield, Connecticut, on the 30th day of 
October, Anno Domini 1775. 

Gold Selleck SiUiman, Esq., Chairman. 

Whereas complaint and information hath this day been 
made to this Congress, against James Hayt, Jun., of Strat- 
ford, in said County, for that the said James Hayt, Jun., 
hath, within two months last past, imported a quantity of 
India Tea into said Stratford, from New-York, knowingly; 
and, also, that the said James Hayt, Jun., hath, within said 
two months, taken in and carried freight on board his boat, 
for one Arnold Glover, of Newtown, in said County, a 
person gazetted " inimical to the liberties of this Country." 

And whereas those Members of said Congress, who be- 
long to said Stratford, are of the Committee of Observa- 
tion in that Town, they, and the said James Hayt, jointly 
move that said Congress take cognizance of said complaint. 
After long debate upon jurisdiction, voted in the affirm- 
ative. 

Whereupon, the parties exhibited the evidence and 
proofs in the case, and were fully heard in their pleas and 
allegations. On consideration whereof, Voted, nem. con., 
That the said James Hayt is guilty of the last article of 
charge in said complaint, viz : that he hath taken in and 
carried freight on board his Boat, for Arnold Glover, of 
Newtown, in said County — a person duly published in a 
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publick Gazette as being inimical to the liberties of this 
Country. 

Ordered to be published in the Gazette, that James Hayt, 
Jun., of Stratford, is guilty of a violation of the Conti- 
nental Association, with the above proceedings, to the end 
that all such foes to the rights of British America may 
be publickly known and universally contemned, as enemies 
of American liberty. 

Personally appeared said/«mcs Hayt, and acknowledged 
his guilt, expressed his sorrow for it, and promised amend- 
ment for the future, and prayed to be restored to the good 
opinion and favour of his acquaintance and countrymen. 

Voted, That the Committee for said County be appoint- 
ed and empowered, and they are hereby appointed and 
empowered, to receive, examine, and approve of such con- 
fession as to them shall appear satisfactory. 

Examined : Andrew Rowland, Clerk. 



Whereas I have been guilty of violating the Continen- 
tal Association, as mentioned in the minutes of the County 
Congress ; I acknowledge said judgment to be right and 
just, am sorry for my fault, promise reformation, and humbly 
desire that 1 may be restored to the friendship of my Coun- 
try; and I hereby promise I will faithfully observe the 
doings of said Continental Association, and will use my 
faithful endeavours to carry the same into execution in all 
the parts thereof. As witness my hand, this 25th of No- 
vember, 1775. James Hayt, Jun. 

We approve of the above and foregoing Confession, and 
desire that Mr. Hayt may be restored to the friendship of 
his Country. Jonathan Sturgis,^ 

Thaddeus Burr, I Commitiee- 
Job Bartram, ( Men. 

Andrew Rowland, J 



GENERAL GATES TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Head-Quarters, October 30, 1775. 

Sir: His Excellency General Washington directs me to 
acquaint that it is necessary for the publick service that you 
be at Cambridge on Wednesday night, as the vessels that 
were expected at Portsmouth are said to be returned to 
Boston. I apprehend they have laid aside their design 
upon Portsmouth for the present. The General is now 
confident, from your vigilance, that the enemy can only 
meet with disgrace, should they dare to make their appear- 
ance before that Town. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 
Brigadier-General Sullivan. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 30, 1775. 

Sir: At the instance and request of the Committee of 
Cape-Ann, I despatched Major Mason to survey and make 
a report of such works of defence as were already con- 
structed there, and how far any new one might be neces- 
sary. From his observations and account, I find that a 
battery may be erected, to the great advantage and security 
of the place; but the small stock of artillery, belonging to 
the Army, prevents me from supplying the materials for 
this purpose. I have therefore thought proper to acquaint 
you with the circumstances of the case, that you may make 
the best provision for this necessity; and have also sent 
Major Mason down to you, that particular inquiry, if de- 
sired, may be made. Be pleased to communicate this in- 
formation to your honourable House. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, 

George Washington. 
The Hon, James Warren, Esq., Speaker, &c. 



cessarily absented themselves from their duty in the Ame- 
rican Army. He cannot but esteem this information as a 
proof of your attachment to the general interest and com- 
mon cause. 

I am, Gentlemen, with great respect, &tc, 

E. Randolph, Aid-de-Camp. 
To the Committee of Arundel. 



COLONEL JOSEPH REED TO COLONEL GLOVER, AND STEPHEN 
MOYLAN. 

Head. Quarters, October 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Your favour of the 2Sfh came last even- 
ing. Captain Adams is ordered to march immediately. 
Colonel Burbeck is preparing the ammunition, and I hope 
every thing will be got in such order as to have them with- 
out delay. The General approves of the detaining the 
twenty men. The Captain (Glover) will, if he behaves 
as we expect, have a vessel soon, when he will have it in 
his power to oblige a friend. Mr. Randolph will, with 
this, forward the accounts of the rations, and also a set of 
the instructions, signed agreeable to your desire. I am just 
setting out for Philadelphia, so that in future you will di- 
rect to Mr. Randolph. 

You have both, Gentlemen, my best wishes of health 
and happiness, and am your most obedient and very hum- 
ble servant, T „ „ ' „ 

J. Keed, Secretary. 

To Col. Glover and Stephen Moylan, Esq. 



EDMUND RANDOLPH TO THE COMMITTEE OF ARUNDEL. 
Head-Quarters, Camp at Cambridge, October 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have it in command from his Excellency 
to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 24th in- 
stant, returning the names of six persons who have unne- 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read November 7, 1775.] 

Camp at Cambridge, October 30, 1775. 

Sir: The information which the gentlemen, who have 
lately gone from hence, can give the Congress, of the state 
and situation of the Army, would have made a letter unne- 
cessary, if I did not suppose there would be some anxiety 
to know the intentions of the Army on the subject of their 
re-enlistment. Agreeable to the advice of those gentle- 
men, and my opinion, I immediately began by directing all 
such officers as proposed to continue, to signify their inten- 
tions as soon as possible. A great number of the returns 
are come in, from which I find that a very great proportion 
of the officers of the rank of Captains, and under, will re- 
tire ; from present appearances 1 may say half; but at least 
one-third. It is with some concern, also, that I observe 
that many of the officers who retire, discourage the continu- 
ance of the men, and, I fear, will communicate the infec- 
tion to them. Some have advised that those officers who 
decline the service should be immediately dismissed ; but 
this would be very dangerous and inconvenient. I confess 
I have great anxieties upon this subject ; though I still hope 
the pay and terms are so advantageous, that interest, and 
I hope also a regard to their Country, will retain a greater 
proportion of the privates than their officers. In so im- 
portant a matter I shall esteem it my indispensable duty 
not only to act with all possible prudence, but to give the 
most early and constant advice of my progress. 

A supply of clothing, equal to our necessities, would 
greatly contribute to the encouragement and satisfaction of 
the men ; in every point of view it is so important, that I 
beg leave to call the attention of the Congress to it in a 
particular manner. 

A Sergeant has just come in from Bunker's Hill, but 
brings no important news. 

I have the honour to be, with all possible respect, Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, October 25, 1775. 
(Parole, Rutledge.) (Counteraign, GadsJen.) 

Otway Byrd, Esq., is appointed to act as Aid-de-Camp 
to Major-General Lee, during the absence of Samuel Grif- 
fen, Esq., and is to be obeyed as such. 

For the future, Peas and Beans are to be valued by 
the Commissary-General at six Shillings, lawful money, a 
bushel. 
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Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 26, 1775. 
(Parole, Camden.) (Countersign, Burke.) 

As several of the Officers have not yet signified their in- 
tentions respecting the requisitions contained in the orders 
of the 22d instant, and as the nature of the case will admit 
of no delay, the General directs that every Officer in the 
Army do forthwith declare to his Colonel or commanding 
Officer of the Regiment to which he belongs, whether he 
will or will not continue in the service until the last day 
of December, 1776, if the Continental Congress shall think 
it expedient to retain him so long. This declaration must 
be made in explicit terms, and not conditional, as the Con- 
gress are to be advised thereof immediately, in order that 
proper steps may be taken to provide other Officers and 
other men, if necessary. The times, and the importance 
of the great cause we are engaged in, allow no room for 
hesitation and delay. When life, liberty, and property, 
are at stake ; when our Country is in danger of being a 
melancholy scene of bloodshed and desolation ; when our 
Towns are laid in ashes, and innocent women and children 
driven from their peaceful habitations, exposed to the 
rionur of an inclement season, and to the hand of charity, 
perhaps, for a support; when calamities like these are 
staring us in the face, and a brutal savage enemy, more so 
than was ever yet found in a civilized nation, are threaten- 
ing us, and every thing we hold dear, with destruction from 
foreign Troops, it little becomes the character of a soldier 
to shrink from danger, and condition for new terms. It is 
the General's intention to indulge both Officers and Sol- 
diers, who compose the new Army, with furloughs, to be 
absent a reasonable time ; but it must be done in such a 
manner as not to injure the service, or weaken the Army 
too much at once. The General also thinks that he can 
take upon himself to assure the Officers and Soldiers of 
the new Army, that they will receive their pay once a 
month, regularly, after the terms of their present enlist- 
ments are expired. The Major of each Brigade is fur- 
nished with the form of a return to be made to the Colonel 
or commanding Officer of each Regiment, of the determi- 
nation of the Commissioned Officers therein ; and it is 
expected that a return thereof will be made on Saturday 
morning, without fail, as no longer time can be allowed. 

The General is willing to grant one month's pay to such 
Regiments and Corps as are in want of money for the pur- 
chase of necessaries, and abstracts are to be made out for 
the month of September accordingly. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 27, 1775. 
(Parole, Ward.) _ (Countersign, Greene.) 

For making out the pay abstracts for the month of Sep- 
tember, the Colonels and commanding Officers of Corps 
are not to include any Officer or Soldier on the detachment 
with Colonel Arnold, as he drew full pay, for that month, 
for every man under his command. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 28, 1775. 
(Parole, Putnam.) (Countersign, Heath.) 

The General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Bridge 
was President, is dissolved. 

It is recommended to the Non-Commissioned Officers 
and Soldiers, whose pay will be drawn in consequence of 
last Thursday's orders, (especially to those whose attach- 
ment to the glorious cause in which they are engaged, and 
which will induce them to continue in the service another 
year,) to lay out their money in Shirts, Shoes, Stockings, 
and a food pair of Leather Breeches, and not in Coats 
and Waistcoats, as it is intended that the new Army shall 
be clothed in uniform. To effect which, the Congress will 
lay in goods upon the best terms they can be bought any 
where for ready money, and will sell them to the Soldiers 
without any profit ; by which means a uniform Coat and 
Waistcoat will come cheaper to them than any other 
clothing of the like kind can be bought. A number of 
Tailors will be immediately set to work to make regi- 
mentals for those brave men who are willing, at all hazards, 
to defend their invaluable rights and privileges. 

The undernamed men, in Colonel Whitcomb's Regiment, 
to be sent directly to the Quartermaster-General, viz: David 
Clark, Samuel Barrett, John Farmer, James Farmer, 
Daniel Fleeman, Amos Brown, Joshua Holt, Philip Over- 
look, and Joseph Champman, to burn charcoal for the use 



of the Army. Five wood-cutters, from each Brigade, to 
be added to those already ordered to cut fire-wood, under 
the direction of the Quartermaster-General. 

A General Court-Martial to sit Monday morning, at nine 
o'clock, in Cambridge, to try such prisoners as shall be 
brought before them. Evidences and persons concerned 
to attend the Court. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 31, 1775. 
(Parole, Cambridge.) (Countersign, Dedham.) 

As many Officers and others have begun to enlist men 
for the Continental Army, without orders from Head-Quar- 
ters, the General desires that an immediate stop be put 
thereto, that the enlistments be returned, and that no 
person, for the future, presume to interfere in this matter, 
till there is a proper establishment of Officers, and those 
Officers authorized and instructed in what manner to pro- 
ceed. Commissions in the new Army are not intended 
merely for those who can enlist the most men, but for such 
gentlemen as are most likely to deserve them. The Gen- 
eral would, therefore not have it even supposed, nor our 
enemies encouraged to believe, that there is a man in 
this Army (except a few under particular circumstances) 
who will require to be twice asked to do what his honour, 
his personal liberty, the welfare of his Country, and the 
safety of his family, so loudly demand of him ; when mo- 
tives, powerful as these, conspire to call men into service, 
and when that service is rewarded with higher pay than 
private soldiers ever yet met with in any former war, the 
General cannot nor will not, until he is convinced to the 
contrary, harbour so despicable an opinion of their under- 
standing and zeal for the cause, as to believe they will de- 
sert it. As the Congress have been at so much pains to 
buy goods to clothe the Army, and the Quartermaster- 
General at great trouble to collect, upon the best terms he 
can, such articles as are wanting for this purpose, he is di- 
rected to reserve those goods for those brave soldiers who 
are determined to stand forth in defence of their Country 
another year; and that he may be able to distinguish these 
from such as mean to quit the service at the end of their 
present engagement, he will be furnished with the enlist- 
ments. Any person, therefore, (negroes excepted, which 
the Congress do not incline to enlist^again,) coming with 
a proper order, and will subscribe the enlistment, shall be 
immediately supplied. That every Non-Commissioned 
Officer and Soldier may know upon what terms it is he 
engages, he is hereby informed that he is to be paid by the 
calendar month, at the present rates, to wit : forty-eight 
Shillings to the Sergeants, forty-four to the Corporals, 
Drums and Fifes, and forty to the Privates ; which pay it 
is expected will be regularly distributed every month. 

That each man is to furnish his own Arms, and good 
ones ; or, if Arms is found him, he is to allow six Shillings 
for the use thereof during the campaign. 

That he is to pay for his clothing, which will be laid in 
for him upon the best terms it can be bought; to do which, 
a stoppage often Shillings a month will be made until tile 
clothing is paid for. 

That two Dollars will be allowed every one of them 
who brings a good Blanket of his own with him, and will 
have liberty to carry it away at the end of the campaign. 

That the present allowances of Provisions will be con- 
tinued ; and every man who enlists shall be indulged in 
a reasonable time, to visit his family in the course of the 
winter ; to be regulated in such a manner as not to weaken 
the Army or injure the service. 

The Quartermaster-General, in preparing Barracks for 
the Officers, is to assign one to each complete Corps under 
the new establishment. 

ADDRESS 01? THE COUNTY OF BERWICK. 

Address of the Freeholders of the County of Berwick, 
presented to His Majesty by Colonel James Pringlc, their 
Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Freeholders of the County of 

Berwick, in general meeting assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Enjoying under your Majesty all the blessings which a 
mild and equal Government can bestow, we observe, with 
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inexpressible grief, an unnatural and ungrateful rebellion 
broke out in part of your Majesty's Colonies, tbreatening all 
the evils of civil war. 

With equal concern and surprise, we observe numbers 
of your Majesty's subjects in America, who have suffered 
no actual oppression, misled by apprehensions of danger to 
their freedom from Great Britain, the seat of liberty itself; 
and we behold with detestation the arts that have been used to 
seduce, and by which the contagion has been spread so wide. 

Though the forbearance and lenity which your Majesty 
has shown, and the conciliatory advances made by the wis- 
dom of Parliament, fully evince how ready your Majesty 
has been, not only to redress all grievances, but also to 
quiet apprehensions, yet, instead of making such submission 
as is due to your Majesty's dignity, and the supremacy of 
the British Parliament, an open rebellion is raised by these 
deluded people, undeserving of the blessings they enjoy, 
ungrateful to the power by which they have been reared 
and protected. 

These considerations call upon all your Majesty's loyal 
subjects, and, among others, upon the Freeholders of this 
County, to approach your Majesty's royal person, assuring 
your Majesty, that with their lives and fortunes they are 
ready to support the honour and dignity of your Majesty's 
crowri, and the supremacy of the British Legislature; con- 
fident that the wisdom of your Majesty's councils, your 
paternal love for all your subjects, and the united force and 
valour of your Kingdoms, will have their full and proper 
exertion. 

Signed by Sir John Stuart, ofAllenbank, Baronet, Prases 
of the meeting, by their order, and in their presence, at 
Greenlaiv, the 31st day of October, 1775. 

John Stuart. 



ADDRESS OF THE ANCIENT BOROUGH OF HADDINGTON. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Council of the 
ancient Borough of Haddington, East-Lothian, presented 
to His Majesty by Sir George Suttie, Baronet, Represent- 
ative in Parliament for the County of Haddington. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the Pro- 
vost, Magistrates, and Council of your ancient Borough of 
Haddington, East- Lothian, in Common Council assembled, 
filled with the deepest concern at the unjustifiable and re- 
bellious proceedings of some of your Majesty's Colonies 
in America, beg leave to approach your royal throne, to 
testify our entire disapprobation and abhorrence of them, 
with the most solemn assurances that we will support your 
Majesty with our lives and fortunes, in maintaining the au- 
thority of the Legislature, which, we conceive, does and 
ought to extend over every part of the British Dominions. 

With regret and indignation we see Colonies, which owe 
their existence and every blessing that attended their late 
prosperous situation, to this their Parent Country, unnatu- 
rally regardless of the fostering hand that raised and sup- 
ported them, and affecting distinctions in their dependance 
not foundedin law, or in the Constitution of Great Britain. 

We are convinced by the experienced clemency of your 
Majesty's Government, that no endeavours will be wanting, 
to induce our deluded fellow-subjects to return to their 
obedience to that constitution which our ancestors bled to 
establish, and which has flourished pure, uninterrupted, 
under the mild Government of the House of Hanover. 

May that Being who governs the universe so direct your 
Majesty's councils and measures, that from the present con- 
fusion order may arise, and peace be again restored. 

That your Majesty may long reign over an happy and 
united people, is the earnest prayer of, may it please your 
Majesty, your Majesty's most faithful and loyal subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Council of the Borough of Had- 
dington, in Common Council assembled. 

In name and by appointment of the Council. 

James Dudgeon, Provost. 



dington, presented to His Majesty by Sir George Suttie, 
Baronet, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Freeholders, Justices of the 
Peace, Commissioners of Supply, and Heritors of the 
County of Haddington, convened at their Quarter Ses- 
sions, the thirty-first day of October, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five. 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, Commissioners of Sup- 
ply, and Heritors of the County of Haddington, being un- 
der the deepest concern at that rebellion which has lately 
broke out in some of your Majesty's Colonies in America, 
humbly beg leave to address your Majesty on this most 
critical occasion, and to testify our disapprobation of these 
unjustifiable proceedings, with the most solemn assurances 
that we will, to the utmost of our power, support your 
Majesty in suppressing the said rebellion, and in maintain- 
ing the authority and dignity of the King and Parliament 
of Great Britain. 

With much regret we see Colonies which owe their ex- 
istence, their boasted opulence, and every blessing they 
enjoyed in their late prosperous state, to the unwearied and 
tender care of their Parent Country, regardless of the hand 
that has reared and supported them, at the expense of so 
much blood and treasure, and ungratefully attempting to 
throw off their dependance on their Mother Country. 

From the experience we have had of the clemency of 
your Majesty's Government, and the temper and modera- 
tion of both Houses of Parliament, we are fully satisfied 
that no endeavours will be wanting to induce our deluded 
fellow -subjects to return to that allegiance which they owe 
to your Majesty, and to that obedience which they owe to 
the Constitution, which our ancestors judged no expense 
too great to establish, and which has flourished, pure and 
uninterrupted, under the mild Government of the House 
of Hanover. 

May that Being who governs the universe direct your 
Majesty's measures and councils, so that from the present 
confusion order may arise, and peace be again restored ; 
and that your Majesty may long reign over an happy and 
united people, is the earnest prayer of your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects. 

Signed by our Prases, and by our authority. 

George Brown, Prases. 



address of the freeholders, etc., of the county of 
haddington. 

Address of the - Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, Com- 
missioners of Supply, and Heritors of the County of Had- 



ADDRESS OF THE BURGH OF ABERBROTHOCK. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 
of the Burgh of Aberbrothock, transmitted to the Earl of 
Suffolk, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, 
and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of the Bur^h of 
Aberbrothock, in Common Council assembled, should think 
ourselves wanting, both in duty and gratitude to the best of 
Sovereigns, did we omit, on the present critical occasion, 
to join with the rest of your Majesty's loyal subjects in 
giving publick testimony of our detestation and abhorrence 
of the present unnatural rebellion in some of your Ma- 
jesty's Colonies in North-America, as well as of those 
wicked artifices used by designing men to instigate and 
support it. 

While we lament the fatal consequences of the infatua- 
tion of your Majesty's deluded subjects in America, and 
wish for nothing more ardently than an honourable, speedy, 
and lasting reconciliation between Great Britain and her 
Colonies, we cannot forbear to express our approbation of 
the measures hitherto pursued by your Majesty, in order 
to bring back the Ajnericajis to their duty and allegiance, 
and to an acknowledgment of the supremacy of our King 
and Parliament over every part of the British Dominions; 
and as we rest with the most entire confidence on your 
Majesty's wisdom, that such measures will, in future, be 
followed as shall be most proper for speedily effecting so 
desirable a purpose, we most heartily assure your Majesty 
of our best endeavours to support the honour and inde- 
pendence of your crown, and the legal and constitutional 
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authority of Parliament, against every disturbance and 
opposition whatever. 

We pray that God may bless your Majesty's councils 
with wisdom, restore peace to every part of the British 
Empire, and that your Majesty may long reign in the 
hearts of a free, united, and happy people. 

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appoint- 
ment ; and the common seal of the Burgh is hereunto 
affixed, by 



Aberbrothock, October 31. 1775. 



David Grieg, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE FREEHOLDERS, ETC., OF THE SHIRE OF 
DUMFRIES. 

Address of the Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, and 
Commissioners of Supply of the Shire of Dumfries, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Major Robert Laurie, their Rep- 
resentative in Parliament. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, and Commissioners of 
Supply of the Shire of Dumfries, in Quarter Session as- 
sembled, humbly beg leave to approach your throne with 
earnest assurances of our steady attachment to your Ma- 
jesty's person and Government, and firm resolution to sup- 
port the honour and dignity of your crown, and the Con- 
stitution of our Country, against all open and disguised 
enemies. 

We have, with indignation and abhorrence, beheld a set 
of factious men in your Majesty's American Dominions, 
endeavouring to set in opposition the executive and legis- 
lative part of the Constitution, and, under the pretext of 
grants derived from the one, to claim absolution from their 
allegiance due to the other. While they endeavour to 
assert principles so totally subversive of sound government 
by force of arms, we cannot look on the profession they 
make, of reverence to your Majesty, in any other light 
than as empty sounds ; and we consider them as equally 
enemies to your Majesty, the liberty of their fellow-sub- 
jects, and the peace and tranquillity of the British Em- 
pire. 

Actuated by these sentiments, we conceive it our indis- 
pensable duty to exert every effort to protect your Ma- 
jesty's sacred person, to re-establish peace and concord 
throughout the British Empire, to give vigour and energy 
to the operation of law, and to assert and vindicate that 
system of government that has been handed down to us 
by our ancestors. 

In the present crisis, we must lament that the part of 
Britain, in which we live, is destitute of the internal de- 
fence which a well-regulated militia would produce. Had 
we been possessed of such a safeguard to your Majesty's 
Government, and the liberty and tranquillity of the Coun- 
try, the military force that may be proper for our security 
might have operated against the enemies of your Majesty, 
in every part of your Dominions. 

That your Majesty may be long preserved to disappoint 
the designs of your open and secret enemies, that you may 
transmit to your posterity the British Empire, undivided, 
and secured by that excellent Constitution by which it has 
hitherto been cemented ; and that your Majesty's family 
may continue, to the end of time, to reign over a free and 
happy people, is the earnest wish of, may it please your 
Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful and devoted subjects. 

Signed in name and by appointment of the meeting, in 
their presence, by Rqbert GhiehsoNj PratUm 

October 31, 1775. 



Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Permit us to express our grateful sense of the blessings 
we enjoy under your Majesty's auspicious reign, and our 
detestation of the conduct of your Majesty's Colonists in 
America, now in open rebellion against your crown and 
the well-founded laws of this realm. 

The mild and prudent measures pursued by your Ma- 
jesty to awake them from their infatuation to a due sense 
of their allegiance, would, we hoped, have had the desired 
effect; but we fear they have been too much countenanced 
by some of our own countrymen, whose seditious practices 
we totally disavow; assuring your Majesty, that we will 
at all tiroes exert ourselves, to the utmost of our power, in 
support of your Majesty and the measures which the wis- 
dom of your Parliament may think expedient for establish- 
ing the legislative rights of the Mother Country over all 
her Colonies. 

We think it our duty to inform your Majesty, that the 
trade of this Town and neighbourhood (notwithstanding 
the assertions of ill designing men to the contrary) is in a 
more flourishing state than for many years past, and that 
the people are fully employed in every branch of the 
manufactures. 

May the Almighty grant success to your Majesty's en- 
deavours for effecting a speedy restoration of peace and 
tranquillity, and may your reign be very long and glorious, 
over a free and united people. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF HALIFAX, IN THE 
COUNTY OF YORK. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, Manu- 
facturers, and other Inhabitants of the Town and neigh- 
bourhood of Halifax, in the County of York, transmitted 
to the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of State, and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, 
Manufacturers, and other Inhabitants of the Town and 
neighbourhood of Halifax, in the County of York. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGHS OF DUNFERMLINE, INVF.R- 
KEITHING, AND CULROSS. 

Address of the Boroughs of Dunfermline, Invcrkeith- 
ing, and Culross, presented to His Majesty by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Archibald Campbell, their Representative in Par- 
liament. 

To the King's Most. Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Boroughs of Dunfermline, 
Inverkeithing. and Culross, 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, pre- 
sume to approach your throne with the deepest and most 
grateful sense of the manifold blessings which, under the 
dispensation of Divine Providence, we have happily en- 
joyed during the course of your Majesty's auspicious reign. 

It is with equal sorrow and surprise that we find our- 
selves called upon to express our abhorrence and detesta- 
tion of those rebellious violences into which some of your 
Majesty's subjects on the Continent of America have been 
unhappily deluded, and to such a degree as to manifest a 
desire of shaking off all dependance upon that Legislature 
which they have so often petitioned in time of distress, by 
which they were so frequently and so effectually relieved, 
and by whose favour and under whose protection their 
prosperity and opulence have been carried to so great a 
height. 

It is the sincere and ardent wish of these your ancient and 
faithful Boroughs, that peace and good order in that part of 
your Empire may be speedily and happily re-established by 
the wisdom of your Majesty's councils, and by the success 
of your arms in support of your crown and dignity, and the 
authority of the British Legislature. And we beg leave 
to assure your Majesty that we are ready, from every prin- 
ciple of loyalty and attachment, to contribute cheerfully 
thereto, by the utmost exertions in our power. _ 

May it please your Majesty, we are your Majesty's most 
dutiful and loyal subjects. 

Signed by order, and in the name of our respective 
Councils : 

John Kirk, Chief Magistrate of Dunfermline. 

Arch. Campbell, Chief Magistrate of lnvcrkeithing. 

James Johnston, Chief Magistrate of Culross. 

Dunfermline, October, 1775. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

Committee Chamber, October 31, 1775. 



The Sub-Committee appointed to receive and determine 
on applications for liberty to ship Provisions, Sic, report- 
ed, that Captain Zebulon Baker, of Sloop Betsey, had 
applied for permission to load Flour, &c, for Kennebeck, 
and that they had forbid any immediate proceeding there- 
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in, and referred the determination thereon to the General 
Committee. 

The Committee examined the certificate produced by 
Captain Baker, and some difficulties arising, on a full con- 
sideration thereof, and it appearing that the said vessel is 
owjned [by Mr. Abiel Wood, of Pownalborough, who stands 
convicted of being an enemy to his Country, by the Com- 
mittee of the place where he lives; and Captain Baker's 
answers To sundry questions proposed by the Sub-Commit- 
tee not having been satisfactory: 

Resolved, That as ii is the duty of all persons and Com- 
mittees to concur with their brethren in opinion and prac- 
tice, the Sub-Committee have judged well in not permit- 
ting said vessel to be loaded ; and that, in the opinion of 
this Committee, we ought not to have any dealings or con- 
nections whatever with said Abiel Wood, or his agents in 
his behalf. 

Mr. Pelatiah Webster appeared, on notice, and having 
given what information he could respecting Mr. Wood, 
and produced the proceedings of certain other Committees 
in Mr. Wood's case, this Committee are of opinion the 
said proceedings deserve no attention, and adhere to their 
judgment. 

November 7, 1775. 

Ordered, That the proceedings of this Committee, in 
the case of Sloop Betsey, Zebulon Baker Master, owned 
by Mr. Abiel Wood, be immediately published. 

Extracts from the Minutes of the Committee for the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia : 

J. B. Smith, Secretary. 



tain French, against Mr. Pratt, of having spoken disre- 
spectfully of the Congress, and also threatening to set fire 
to this Town, in case troops should arrive here. 

Committee appointed to take in subscriptions to establish 
a Manufactory, to employ the Poor of the City and County 
of New- York : Evert Bancker, Leonard Lispenard, Jun., 
Gabriel W. Ludlow, John Reade — East Ward. 



PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOUR TRYON. 

By his Excellency William Tryon, Esquire, Captain- 
General and Governour-in- Chief in and over the Pro- 
vince of New- York, and the Territories depending 
thereon, in America, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of 
the same. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas the General Assembly of this Province stands 
prorogued to the first day of November next, I have thought 
fit for His Majesty's service to prorogue, and I do, by and 
with the advice of His Majesty's Council, further prorogue 
the said General Assembly to the sixth day of December 
next ; of which all His Majesty's subjects concerned therein 
are required to take notice, and govern themselves accord- 
ingly. 

Given under my hand and seal at arms, in the City of 
New-York, the thirty-first day of October, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five, in the sixteenth year of 
the reign of our Sovereign Lord, George the Third, by the 
grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth. 

William Tryon. 

By his Excellency's command : 

Samuel Bayard, Jun., Deputy Secretary. 
God save the King. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Taesday, October 31, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present : Henry Remsen, Deputy 
Chairman. 

Oliver Templeton, Joseph Totten, Garret Abeel, 

Gerardus Duyckinck, Colonel Hyer, John Ray, Jr. 

Frederick Jay, Andrew Breasted, Lancaster Burling, 

John Imlay, Samuel Johnson, Nicholas Roosevelt, 

Eleazer Miller, Leon'd Lispenard, Jr. John Anthony, 

John Ramsey, Abraham P. Lott, John Woodward, 

George Janeway, Daniel Dunscomb, Jeremiah Brower, 

Francis Bassett, Colonel Lasher, William Denning, 

Gabriel W. Ludlow, John Berrian, John Broome, 

Patrick Dennis, Comfort Sands, J. B. Moore, 

David Beckman, Henry Roome, Peter P. Van Zandt, 

Abr'm Brinckerhoff, Captain Pell, Jacobus Van Voorhies, 

Abraham De Peyster, Captain Anthony, William W. Ludlow, 

Evert Bancker, Petrus Byvanck, Thomas Buchanan. 

William Walton, 

Ordered, That Lancaster Burling, Patrick Dennis, and 
Mr. Lott, be a Committee to wait on Mrs. Jarvis. They 
report, that Mr. French's charge is without foundation. 

Ordered, That Captain French and Thomas Pratt be 
desired to attend this Committee, at the next meeting, with 
their evidences relative to a charge exhibited by said Cap- 



EBENEZER HAZARD TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Constitutional Post-Office, New-York, October 31, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have it in charge, from the Comptroller 
of the Constitutional Post-Office, to inform you that the 
keeper of the ferry across the North River charges our 
rider for ferriage, while he allows the rider who goes from 
the old office to cross gratis, pursuant to the directions of 
an act of Parliament. The Albany post likewise com- 
plains of a charge of ferriage between Paulus Hook and 
Albany. In order to prevent this in future, 1 am directed 
to request the interposition of your authority, which I doubt 
not will be readily granted, when it is considered that the 
posts have always hitherto crossed the ferries without 
charge ; and even now, some keepers of ferries (among 
whom is Mr. Ellsworth, at Paulus Hook) permit them 
to pass in that manner. 

I beg leave to hint, that perhaps it may be proper to 
direct that the post-riders be not delayed at the ferries, but 
taken across as soon as possible after they make applica- 
tion for that purpose'. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

Ebenezer Hazard. 

albany (new-york) committee. 

Albany Committee Chamber, October 30, 1775. 

The Committee, agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th in- 
stant, took into consideration the Resolution of the Pro- 
vincial Congress of this Colony, relative to choosing twelve 
Deputies to represent this County in Provincial Congress, 
on the 14th day of November next. And thereupon, and 
in consequence of an explanatory letter from the Deputies 
of this County: 

Resolved, That an election be held in every District in 
this County, for the purpose aforesaid ; and that the Com- 
mittees of said Districts hold the election, and make a 
return of the poll on the 10th day of November next, to 
this Committee. 

And further Resolved, That the said election be held on 
the 7th November next, at the usual places of elections for 
annual officers ; and that the respective District Commit- 
tees, by advertisement, give previous notice to the Free- 
holders, of the time and place of such election. 

Resolved, That this Committee shall be dissolved on the 
21st day of December next; and that there be an election 
held in every District of this County, on the 7th day of 
November next, for Committees to represent the County 
from the said 21st day of December next, until the fourth 
Tuesday in May next, unless a reconciliation between 
Great Britain and America shall sooner take place. That 
the District of Kinderhook shall have four Members. 

District of Kinderhook, November 2, 1775. 

In pursuance to the foregoing Resolution, the Committee 
for the District of Kinderhook do hereby give notice to all 
such of the Inhabitants as are qualified to vote for Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly, that they will attend at 
the dwelling-house of Cornelius Vosburgh, innholder, near 
the Dutch Church, within the said District, on Tuesday, 
the 7th day of November instant, at eight o'clock in the 
morning, for the purpose of taking their polls for Deputies 
to represent them in Provincial Congress, as well as Mem- 
bers to represent them in the General Committee for this 
County. 

As those Representatives may be of the utmost conse- 
quence, the Committee of this District hope and request 
that the meeting may be as numerous as possible, in order 
that the collective sense of the Freeholders may be known 
and transmitted to the General Committee. 

Peter Vosburgh, 
Peter S. Van Alstine, 
h. v. schaack, 
Matthew Goes, Jun. 
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COL. EDMUND RANDOLPH TO CAPT. EPHRA1M BOWEN, JUN. 
Head-Quarters, Cambridge, October 31, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 29th instant came to hand this 
morning. Colonel Reed (to whom it was addressed) be- 
ing gone for some short time to Philadelphia, 1 opened it, 
and communicated its contents to his Excellency General 
Washington. He highly approves of your assiduity and 
diligence in procuring the cannon, but thinks that the 
Governour's order, mentioned in your postscript, ought to 
be returned, as there will be no difficulty in renewing it, 
should any necessity appear. 

His Excellency desires that you may continue to inform 
him of any circumstance occurring in your department, 
worthy of communication. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Edmund Randolph, Aid-de-Camp. 

To Captain Ephraim Bowen, Jun., Plymouth. 



JOSIAH O.UINCY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Braintree, October 31, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency: My worthy and 
dear friend Dr. Franklin, the Hon. Mr. Bowdoin, Dr. 
IVinthrop, and Dr. Cooper, were the last week so kind as 
to honour me with a friendly visit. The conversation 
naturally turned upon the savage cruelty we are daily 
suffering from the unrelenting vengeance of a tyrannical 
Government. In the course of it, the stopping up the 
harbour of Boston, as one salutary measure, was thought 
well worthy the attention of our State pilots ; and upon 
my saying [ had once, if not more than once, hinted the 
scheme to your Excellency, they desired me to communi- 
cate my sentiments to you once more, in writing, especially 
as I had lately received a letter from the Honourable John 
Adams, Esq., in Philadelphia, in answer to one of mine, 
which seemed to throw new light upon the subject. This, 
Sir, I beg may be a sufficient apology for transmitting to 
you the following extracts of those letters, with what has 
further occurred to my mind since they were wrote. In 
my letter I thus write: 

" In my former letter I said, ' the harbour might be 
blocked up, and both seamen and soldiers made prisoners 
at discretion; 1 which seems to you incredible. Please to 
read, at your leisure, the following explanation : There 
are but two channels through which ships of burden can 
safely pass to and from Boston. One of them runs between 
the west head of Long- Island and the Moon, (so called,) 
and is about a mile across. This is too shallow for any 
ship of war above twenty guns. The other is called the 
ship channel, and runs between theeast head of Long- 
Island and the south point of Deer-Island, and is something 
better than a mile from side to side. This, the only chan- 
nel through which capital ships can pass, leads, outward 
bound, through the Narrows between Gallop's Island and 
Lovell's Island, where the channel is not wider than the 
length of a fifty-gun ship. In the opening between Gal- 
lop's Island and George's Island is Nantasket Road, where 
one frigate is always stationed, to guard the Narrows from 
being stopped up. Upon these facts I thus reason : 

" The Moon-Island communicates, at low water, with 
Squantum Neck, almost dry shod. A defensible fort, 
therefore, may be so placed upon Squantum as to cover 
the retreat, not only from the Moon, but from Squantum 
to the main. One upon the east head of the Moon, and 
another on the west head of Long-Island, secure that 
passage, and cover the retreat from the latter to the former. 
Anothet upon the summit in the middle of Long-Island 
covers the shore on both sides, so as that no force can land 
without being greatly annoyed, if not entirely prevented. 
Another strong fort, with heavy cannon, at the east head 
of Long-Island, would command not only the ship channel 
that runs by it, but the Narrows and Nantasket Road, so 
that no ship could remain there with safety; and conse- 
quently we might, by sinking hulks in the Narrows, pre- 
vent any ship of force from going out or coming in. If the 
passage through the Narrows is not stopped, I am sensible 
that a ship, with a. fresh gale of wind and flood tide, which 
is rapid between Long-Island and Deer-Island, might run 
through without any great hazard ; but, after the east head 
of Long-Island is fortified, I can foresee nothing to hinder 
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the Narrows being reduced to such a depth of water as that 
no vessel of force can pass through there. This being 
effected, as I said above, both seamen and soldiers, lTthey 
do not escape by a timely flight, must become prisoners at 
discretion. I have been told there is, in one of the late 
English Magazines, an accurate draught of the harbour, 
which, upon examination, will enable you to determine, 
with precision, the bearings and distances from island to 
island, and the depth of water between them; and, conse- 
quently, whether such a scheme is practicable or not." 

Mr. Adams, in answer, writes thus : 

" I am much obliged by your kind explanation of your 
opinion, that the harbour might be blocked up. I must 
confess, although I was born so near it, I never understood 
before the course of the channel, and the situation of the 
harbour, so well. I have carefully compared your descrip- 
tion of Squantum, the Moon, Long-Island, Gallop's Island, 
Lovel's Island and George's, the Narrows, and Nantasket 
Road, with ' A Plan of the Town and Chart of the Har- 
bour of Boston, exhibiting a View of the Islands, Castle 
Fort, and Entrances into the said Harbour,' which was 
published in London last February. This plan I knew to 
be inaccurate in some particulars, and the chart may be so 
in others ; but by the best judgment I can make, upon 
comparing your facts with the chart, and considering the 
depths of water marked on this chart, I think it extremely 
probable, with you, that nothing but powder and cannon 
are wanting, to effect the important purposes you mention — 
that of making soldiers and sailors prisoners at discretion. 

" Dr. Franklin's row-galleys are in great forwardness ; 
seven of them are completely manned, armed, Sic. I went 
down the river the other day, with all of them. I have as 
much confidence in them as you have.* But the people 
here have made machines, to be sunk in the channel 
of Delaware River. Three rows of them are placed in 
the river, with large timbers, barbed with iron. They are 
frames of timber, sunk with stone — machines very proper 
for our channel in the Narrows." 

Dr. Franklin says they may be made in the form of a 
chevaux-de-frise, and used to great advantage. 

I have wrote to Mr. Adams for a model of the machines 
he mentions, with explicit directions how to sink and secure 
them from being weighed or destroyed by the enemy's 
ships. For my own part, since I have read what my friend 
has wrote, I am more than ever convinced of the practica- 
bility of not only securing the harbour, but relieving the 
Town of Boston, by making the present possessors of it 
our prisoners, and that without shedding much more human 
blood, provided we can once possess and fortify 
Island. 

I doubt not your Excellency will readily agree with me, 
that these are become objects of much greater importance, 
since the destruction of Falmouth demonstrates the mali- 
cious resolution of our barbarously civilized enemies, to 
destroy all the rest of our maritime Towns if they can. 

If your Excellency should think the above sentiments 
worthy of your attention, and, for maturing your judgment, 
conclude it necessary to take an ocular view of the harbour 
and islands, please to accept of my cordial invitation to re- 
fresh or repose yourself at my house, where my happiness 
will be in proportion to the freedom with which you receive 
the friendly salutations of your Excellency's most obedient 
humble servant, Josiah Quincy. 

* I had wrote largely to Mr. Adams upon the subject, but have not 
copied it, for foar of being tedious. 



Long- 



dartmouth (Massachusetts) committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for the 
Town of Dartmouth, October 31, 1775, Colonel Scth 
Pope in the chair : 

Complaint having been made against Captain Isaac 
Howland, of said Dartmouth, for his receiving upon his 
Salt from three Shillings, the usual price in the Town, 
to four Shillings, per bushel ; and having had said How- 
land before this Committee, he saith he hath sold his 
Salt as abovesaid, and that he is determined to sell it; 
and being informed that he would be put into the publick 
papers if he did not sell his Salt at three Shillings, as here- 
tofore, and refund the money he hath extorted from those of 
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whom he had took four Shillings, he answered, he would not 
refund, noT sell under four Shillings per bushel. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the conduct of the said Isaac Howland 
be put into the publick prints, as one inimical to his Coun- 
try; and it is recommended to all lovers of their Country to 
break off all dealings with him, until he shall return to a 
sense of his misconduct. 

Resolved, That the Clerk do transmit a copy of the 
foregoing Resolve to the Printer at Watertown, in order 
for publication. ' 

Attest : Philip Shearman, Clerk. 



GEORGE JAFFREY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth, October 31, 1775. 

I received the vote of Congress, of September 1, request- 
ing me to lay my Treasurer's accounts before you, on the 
second day of your present session, at which time I should 
have attended on the Congress, had not the alarm of men 



of war and other forces coming to destroy this Town, 
necessarily prevented ; for fear of which calamity, I was 
induced to have my goods packed up, in order to be re- 
moved from the threatened destruction. I, began several 
days later than many of my neighbours, and hastily, before 
I had engaged a place out of Town to secure them, and 
for my family to retreat to ; and removed marly of my goods 
out of the Town, which are disposed of in places not secure. 
That I am necessarily engaged to remove my goods to a 
place I am favoured with by a gentleman at Northampton , 
which are already out of Town, in different barns, and 
other places, and also the remainder of my goods at my 
own house ; which cases of necessity are such, that I cannot 
doubt that the Congress will dispense with my attendance 
upon them at the time they prescribed, as any other time 
may answer their purpose of my attending them. 
So I rest, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

George Jaffrey. 

To the Honourable Congress held at Exeter. 



NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Die Morcurii, 9 ho. A. M., October 4, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment on the 2d of 
September last. Present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President pro tempore. 

Mr. Sears moved, and was seconded by Mr. Henry Wil- 
liams, in the words following, to wit : " Whereas, upon 
information to the Committee of Safety, from Thomas 
Buchanan, that the Snow Georgia, Captain Bolton, from 
Greenock, in Scotland, with some passengers for this place, 
and a cargo of dry goods for Georgia, was arrived at the 
Hook, in distress, and that the Captain desired leave to land 
his passengers and refit his vessel, the Committee gave leave 
for that purpose ; and whereas it since appears, by the 
Captain's orders, the bills of lading, and a letter to said 
Thomas Buchanan, fy Co., that the said cargo of dry 
goods were to be landed at this place, if the people would 
receive them : I move that it be Resolved, That the above- 
said Snow Georgia be not permitted to break bulk in this 
Colony, and that she be ordered, as soon as fitted for sea, 
to depart this port, and return with her cargo from whence 
she came." 

Mr. Walton then moved, and was seconded by Mr. Low, 
for the following amendment to Mr. Sears' 's motion, to wit: 
That the words " and return with her cargo from whence 
she came," be struck out, and instead thereof, the words, 
" with her cargo, without delay," be inserted. 

And debates arising on the proposed amendment, it was 
carried in the negative, in the manner following, to wit: 

For the Negative. For the Affirmative. 

4 New-York, 2 Richmond. 

3 Albany, Mr. Micheau dissents. 

2 Cumberland, 

2 Charlotte, 

2 King's, 

2 Suffolk. 

15 votes against the amendment. 

Ordered, therefore, That the proposed amendment be 
rejected. 

The question being then put on Mr. Sears's motion, it 
was carried in the affirmative, unanimously. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Snow Georgia be not 
permitted to break bulk in this Colony; and that she be 
ordered, as soon as fitted for sea, to depart this port, and 
return with her cargo from whence she came. 

The Petition of Godfrey Haynes, Timothy Doughty, 
John Dob, Adam Bergh, Christian Bergh, Jun., and 
David Dob, was read. They thereby pray to be brought 
to an immediate trial, or released from their confinement.* 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony 

* To the Honourable Provincial Congress: 

Gentlemen : As there are six of us confined in jail by your order, 
charged with misdemeanors, we should take it kind of you if you would 
bring us to immediate trial, or provide for us in our confinement, as we 
have not wherewithal to support ourselves. And will oblige yours, 
Godfrey. Haynes, Aoam Bergit, 
"Timothy Doughty, Christian Bergh, Jr., 
John Dob, David Dob, 

City Hall, October 4, 1775. 



at Continental Congress was read and approved of, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress at New-York, October 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We are favoured with yours of the 21st 
ultimo, and, agreeable to your request, we inform you of 
the state of the troops raised by this Colony for the Con- 
tinental service. Eight Companies of the First or Colonel 
McDougaW s Regiment, completely appointed, are now in 
actual service in the Northern Department. The ninth 
Company is ready, completely armed and equipped, and, 
wind and weather permitting, will sail for Albany to-mor- 
row. The tenth Company will be armed and equipped, 
and, we, hope, ready to depart next week. The first 
detachment of this Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ritzema, had proceeded as far as Half-Moon, before the 
10th of August. The Second, or Colonel Van Schaick's 
Regiment, is completely equipped, and in service at the out- 
posts ; four Companies of this Regiment were raised early 
in the month of June, and three of those Companies then 
proceeded as far as Lake George; the other Companies 
of this Regiment were at and about Albany, under the 
command of General Montgomery, and we cannot ascer- 
tain the times of their departure. Seven Companies of 
the Third, or Colonel Clinton's Regiment, are also in 
service at the outposts. The eighth and ninth Companies 
proceeded early last week from hence, on their way to hle- 
aux-Noix. The tenth Company of this Regiment is come 
to New-York, wants a few muskets, and will be ready and 
proceed this week. It may be proper to inform you, that 
the three last mentioned Companies of this Regiment were 
sent to and detained for some time, at the east end of 
Nassau- Island, by order of the Congress, to prevent the 
Ministerial Troops from carrying off the sheep and cattle 
from thence, the inhabitants of Suffolk County having 
armed them while in that service. The Fourth, or Colo- 
nel Holmes's Regiment, is now at the outposts. Part of 
this Regiment was obliged to be delayed at Albany until 
arms could be procured for them, but the last Company 
proceeded down Lake George the 27th of September. 
We are informed that four Companies of the Green Moun- 
tain Boys were raised and in service, about the middle of 
September, and that the others were getting ready with all 
possible despatch. 

The First and Second Regiments, and some part of the 
other Regiments, are armed with the best of muskets and 
bayonets, and the others with firelocks of the widest bores 
which could be found, repaired where it was necessary, and 
fitted. All our troops are furnished with belts and pouches 
for nineteen cartridges, bayonets, belts, musket slings, 
blankets, coats, canteens, haversacks, &c. A great part of 
our arms have been procured by purchase ; some have been 
hired ; and, from necessity, to complete some Companies, 
a few arms have in some places been impressed. 

As to the forts in the Highlands, we have taken every 
step to complete them. A number of cannon are sent up, 
with many of the necessary materials. The plans have 
been transmitted to you. Several cannon are mounted, to 
prevent any enemy, from passing through the Highlands. 
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You have enclosed an account of the prices we gave for 
the different sorts of cloth for tents, and the expense of 
making. 

We have furnished the Continental Army, at our own 
expense, with the following quantities of gunpowder, to wit: 
on the 23d of June we sent one thousand pounds of pow- 
der to the Continental Army at Cambridge ; on the 24th 
we sent three hundred pounds to Albany, for the publick 
use, being wanted at Ticonderoga, and by the Company 
seat up to remove the cannon and stores. We' have since 
delivered one hundred pounds to the troops marching to the 
Northern frontiers, and two hundred and thirty-five pounds 
(in part borrowed of General Wooster) to the troops sent 
to the east end of Long-Island, and which they have pre- 
served and taken with them to the northward. We have 
sent two hundred pounds to the post in the Highlands, and 
have procured by loan from New-Jersey four hundred and 
fifty-five pounds of gunpowder, which, together with two 
hundred pounds furnished by us, was forwarded on the 13th 
of Jane to the camp at Cambridge.. The above parcels 
amount to two thousand four hundred and ninety weight. 
Besides the above quantity, the Committee at Albany fur- 
nished to the Commissioners for Indian Affairs three hun- 
dred and seventy-five pounds, two hundred pounds of which 
have been replaced by our Congress. General Wooster now 
requires us to repay him the powder we borrowed of him. 
We earnestly request, gentlemen, that you would use your 
best endeavours to get this powder replaced as soon as possi- 
ble, as we cannot at this time command above two hundred 
weight. If, in addition to this quantity, you could purchase 
for us, for cash, or borrow on our credit, one or two tons 
of powder, it will greatly oblige us, as we are in much want 
of this article. You know our exposed situation, and 
therefore it will be unnecessary to press you to use your 
interest in procuring it for us. 

It may be proper to mention to you, that besides the 
troops abovementioned, we raised a Company of Artillery, 
consisting of seventy men, completely appointed ; they 
are now with the Army. When this Company was formed, 
the Continental Congress had not made an establishment 
for Artillery. The Congress of New- York put. this Com- 
pany on the footing of the Rhode-Island establishment as 
to their pay, which was the only one known at that time. 
They are a good Company, well armed ; many of them 
bred in artillery service, and much wanted. They were 
raised on the faith of being put and kept on the like pay as 
the Rhode-Island Artillery, before we knew what the Con- 
tinental pay was. We entreat you would intimate this to 
the Congress, and get the Rhode-Island establishment con- 
firmed for this Company. 

We are, with the highest respect and esteem, Gentlemen, 
your most obedient humble servants. By order: 

P. S. We are apprehensive that the Army under Gene- 
ral Schuyler will suffer greatly for want of warm under- 
clothes. Many of the men raised in this Colony are badly 
provided in that respect, and we submit it to you, whether 
it may not be proper to mention it to the Congress, lest it 
should escape their attention. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress, to 
cover a copy of Captain John Hamilton's Information, was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Provincial Congress for the Colony of New-York, ) 

October 3. 1775. \ 

Sir: The enclosed state of information is of such a 
nature that it is conceived highly proper to communicate it 
with all despatch to the Congress. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant. By order : 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted, with the said Information, 
and extract of a Letter from Falmouth. 

Ordered, That a like Letter be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, with a copy of the said Information 
and extract of a Letter, transmitted to General Washing- 
ton. 

The Proposal of a merchant of New- York, to load five 



hundred barrels of Flour to Hispaniola, and to bring in 
return five tons of Gunpowder, was read. 

A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress, to 
accompany the said Proposal, was read and approved, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress at New-York, ) 
October 4, 1775. S 

Gentlemen : We take the liberty to enclose a proposal 
made by a merchant of New- York, for obtaining gunpow- 
der. As we are not competent to give permission for the 
voyage proposed, we submit the same to you, and request 
your directions as soon as possible. 

We are, most respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servants. By order : 
To the Honourable the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, with a copy of the said Proposal, 
be transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee at Albany, to 
cover the Order for repairing the Barracks and Hospital, 
was read and approved, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Provincial Congress for the Colony of New-York, > 

October 4, 1775. J 

Gentlemen : By the enclosed resolutions you will see 
that the barracks and hospital, or either of them, as you may 
think proper, are to be repaired, and firewood to be pro- 
cured. It is, however, the sense of this Congress, that the 
burden of this commission should not be troublesome to 
your Committee, unless you incline to act therein, as it may 
be more expeditiously and effectually done by appointing 
two persons; Messrs. Guysbert Marselis and Cornelius 
Santfort, of your Committee, are recommended to super- 
intend this business, under your direction. If you approve 
of this appointment, you can immediately set them about the 
work. We think it not improper to hint to you that the 
less expensive the operation is, will be the most agreeable 
to, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants. 

By order: 
To the Committee of Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, with a copy of the said Order, trans- 
mitted. 

The Congress then adjourned until nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., October 5, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President pro tempore. 

John Delancy, Esq., one of the Members, applied to the 
Congress, requesting their opinion, whether Ralph Izard, 
Esq., intending to come to and reside in this Colony, can, 
consistent with the American Association, bring with him, 
from Great Britain, his Coach, Furniture, Plate, Books, 
and other things, intended for the use of himself and family. 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the sense of this Con- 
gress, that Ralph Izard, Esq., may, consistently and with- 
out violating the American Association, bring with him from 
Great Britain, his Coach, Furniture, Plate, Books, and 
other effects, intended for the use of himself and family. 

On reading and taking into consideration the Petition of 
Elizabeth White, wife of Alexander White, confined in the 
Jail of the County of Albany, 

It is Resolved and. Ordered, That the said Petition be 
referred to the General Committee of the County of Alba- 
ny; and that they hear the charges brought, or that may be 
brought, against the said Alexander White, and finally 
determine thereon. 

And for this purpose it is further Ordered, That the 
said Petition, acid all the papers now before this Congress, 
relative to the said Alexander White, be sent to the said 
Committee. 

A Letter from Thomas Palmer, relating to his Lead 
Mine, and the accounts of John McDonald, were delivered 
in and read. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, advance and pay to John McDonald 
the sum of five Pounds four Shillings and six Pence, in 
full for his wages and expenses in going to examine a Lead 
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Mine in Ulster County, by order of the Committee of 
Safety. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, advance to Peter T. Curtenius, as 
Commissary of this Congress, the sum of seven thousand 
Pounds, on account, to be applied to discharge the debts 
contracted for the publick service, and by order of this Con- 
gress ; and that Mr. Livingston take Mr. Curtenius's re- 
ceipt for the same, on account. 

A Letter from Benj. Baker, on the subject of making Salt- 
petre, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 
" Gentlemen : General Montgomery, when in Albany, 
heard of my attempts towards the production of nitre ; sent 
for me to his lodging, and, after some examination and in- 
quiry, requested of me to make application to the Commit- 
tee for their assistance towards establishing a manufactory. 
Colonel Abraham TenBroeck, Esq., requested me to write 
you somewhat of my pretensions in that way, for your fur- 
ther considerations. In conformity to his request, have 
wrote you as follows. From repeated trials and experiments, 
have strong reasons to believe that saltpetre may, in these 
parts of America, be made in as large quantities as now pot 
and pearl ashes are, or even to intercept, in a great measure, 
the East-India trade in that article. Common alkaline salts 
and wood otherwise concentrated into an acid juice ; these 
two oppositions, and yet affinities, form a neutral commix- 
ture, and become as it were a proper magnet for the 
attraction of nitrous particles. These two materials only, 
with circulatory vessels properly adapted, and other appa- 
ratus convenient, large quantities assuredly may at one 
work be made, even to twenty or thirty tons a year, and, 
at the same time, the method so simple that the country 
people may easily learn the process, to the benefit of them- 
selves and Continent. A capital work, to make the above 
quantity, would require a stock at least of one thousand 
Pounds, and a sum in proportion for lesser quantities. It 
is not the want of business induces me to make this appli- 
cation, but, on the other hand, to serve the Country, and 
oblige the gentleman that applied to me. I am already 
established in business, in an art peculiar to myself, in pre- 
paring in such purity alkaline salts as to answer all the 
different purposes in pharmacy, which may hereafter bring 
in great emoluments to America. 

" N. B. It is not in the power of any art yet known to 
make, from its origin, saltpetre, in that limited time you are 
pleased to offer a price so extraordinary for." 

" I am, Gentlemen, with due obedience, your humble 
servant, " Benjamin Baker. 

" To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, convened at 

New- York. 

Ordered, That the gentlemen, who are members from 
Albany, write to the said Benjamin Baker, to know what 
quantity of Saltpetre he can make by the first day of May 
next, and on what terms. 

A certified copy of Major Robert Rogers's parole, re- 
ceived by post from the Committee of Safely, Philadelphia, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, September 23, 1775. 

'• I, Robert Rogers, Major on half-pay in His Majesty's 
Army, a prisoner in the custody of the Committee of Safe- 
ty for the Province of Pennsylvania, and being kindly 
treated and protected by them, and enlarged on parole, do 
hereby solemnly promise and engage, on the honour of a 
soldier and a gentleman, that I will not bear arms against 
the American United Colonies in any manner whatever, 
during the present contest between them and Great Bri- 
tain, and that I will not in that time attempt to give intel- 
ligence to General Gage, the British Ministry, or any other 
person or persons, of any matters relative to America. 

" Robert Rogers." 

" These are to certify to all persons to whom these pre- 
sents may appear, that the above writing is a true copy of 
the parole of honour given by the bearer, Major Robert 
Rogers, to the Committee of Safety for the Province of 
Pennsylvania, It is therefore recommended to such per- 
sons, that the said Major Rogers be permitted to pass 
where his business may lead him, without any hinderance or 
molestation. 
•'Philadelphia, September 23, 1775," 



" Extracts from the Minutes of the Committee of Safety. 
"William Govett, Secretary." 

The Congress then adjourned until ten o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., October 6, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President pro tempore. 
A Letter from Major-General Schuyler was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Ticonderoga, September 29, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I am still confined with the remains of 
an inveterate disorder. I have this moment received a line 
from General Montgomery. He holds St. John's besieg- 
ed ; but the weak state of our Army and artillery cause 
the operations to go on slowly. The Canadians are friend- 
ly to us, and join us in great numbers ; but unless we suc- 
ceed against St. John's, all other operations in that quarter 
will avail little. We are in want of powder; and I send 
this by express, that you may forward me five tons, if you 
can. It should come in boats that can be rowed, that no 
delay may be made. Several rascals of the First Batta- 
lion have deserted to the enemy; and Captain Molt, of the 
same Corps, shamefully ran away from our bomb battery, 
when not one of the enemy was near him. 

" Pray, let the powder be sent to the care of Colonel 
Van Schaick, at Albany. 

"We have taken fifteen prisoners; seven of whom are 
soldiers, the rest unfriendly Canadians and Scotchmen, in 
the service of the Ministry. 

" I am, Gentlemen, with the most profound respect, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

" Philip Schuyler. 

" To the New- York Provincial Congress. 

" P. S. Be pleased to forward the enclosed by express." 

Ordered, That Mr. Gabriel W. Ludloiv deliver, with 
all possible despatch, fourteen hundred weight of Gunpow- 
der to John Van Cortlandt and Joseph, Hallett, Esqs., or 
their order. 

A draught of a Letter to the honourable Continental 
Congress, to cover a copy of General Schuyler's Letter, 
received this day, was read and approved, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October C, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed packets we this hour receiv- 
ed by express from Major-General Schuyler. We have also 
enclosed a copy of the General's letter to this Congress. 
In consequence thereof, we have ordered up, under the 
care of Mr. Watkins, one of our members from Charlotte 
County, fourteen hundred weight of powder, in a conveni- 
ent boat, rowed with oars. This quantity, except two 
hundred weight, belongs to the different Counties of the 
Colony, and was ordered to be delivered some weeks ago ; 
but finding it yet in the magazines, we have, in this neces- 
sity, taken it. It is the whole that can be obtained in the 
Colony. We have wrote to the Committee of Albany for 
their aid in forwarding this necessary article with all de- 
spatch. We have communicated this intelligence to Gov- 
ernour Trumbull. 

From the importance of General Schuyler's requisition, 
and the situation of the Army to the northward, you will 
judge of the necessity of completing the General's request. 

Pray, devise some ways and means to replace our pow- 
der with all expedition, as we may be distressed, and should 
not remain in this defenceless state, if it can be avoided. 

We are, most respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servants. By order : 

To the Honourable the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, with a copy of General Schuyler's 
Letter, transmitted by , as a Messenger. 

A draught of a Letter to Governour Trumbull, of Con- 
necticut, was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 6, 1775. 

Sir : We enclose an extract of a letter received this mo- 
ment from General Schuyler, and shall send forward imme- 
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diately lo the Army fourteen hundred pounds of powder, 
which is all we have ; but, from the vast importance of this 
object, we have despatched an express to the Continental 
Congress, requesting that a further supply may be sent 
from thence. We are, however, apprehensive that no 
considerable quantity can be got for this purpose from 
Philadelphia. As we shall want our powder replaced, 
and have therefore thought proper to forward the intelli- 
gence to you, and to beg that you will, with all possible 
despatch, give such aid, in this necessary article, as may 
be in your power. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vants. 

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of the 

Colony of Connecticut. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, with an extract of General Schuy- 
ler's Letter received this day, transmitted by , 

as a Messenger for that purpose. 

A draught of an Answer to General Schuyler's Letter 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, Ncnv-York, October 6, 1775. 

Sir: We have received your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
and have forwarded to you fourteen hundred weight of 
powder, which is all we have. We have also sent an 
express to the Continental Congress, requesting them to 
furnish an additional supply; but, as we shall want our 
powder replaced by them, (being now destitute,) we are 
afraid no great quantity can be got from thence to the 
Army, and have therefore sent an express to Governour 
Trumbull, requesting him immediately to give all the aid 
he can in this article. From these different quarters we 
hope you will have a timely supply to prevent any ill con- 
sequences from the want of it. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vants. By order : 

To Major-General Schuyler. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Captain Robert Wallace, attending at the door, was 
called in. He informs, that he sailed from Baltimore, in 
Maryland, with the Brigantine Mary, on the 14th of Sep- 
tember; that the brigantine was cleared out on the 9th, 
was loaded before the 10th, and passed the Capes on the 
23d ; that she is loaded with wheat, flour, and sixty casks 
of flaxseed ; that her owners live in Baltimore, and she is 
bound to Falmouth, in Britain; that he put in here in dis- 
tress, to save his life and the cargo ; that his vessel was 
brought to by the Asia; that Capt. Vandeput had pressed 
six of his hands, and that the Brigantine Mary now lies 
alongside of the Asia. Captain Wallace prays leave to 
refit his vessel. 

Ordered, That Robert Wallace, Master of the Brig- 
antine Mary, from Baltimore, bound to Great Britain, 
be permitted to bring the said Brigantine up into the East 
River, in order to be refitted, and, if necessary for that 
purpose, to unload her. 

A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress, in- 
informing the state of the Brigantine Mary, was read and 
approved, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Captain Robert Wallace, in the Brigan- 
tine Mary, sailed from Baltimore, in Maryland, the 14th 
of September last, cleared out the 9th, was loaded before 
the 10th, and passed the Capes on the 23d. She is bound 
to Falmouth for orders, and put in here by distress, and 
wants repairs ; her cargo consists of wheat and flour, and 
sixty casks of flaxseed ; she was brought to by the Asia, 
ship of war, in our harbour, who has pressed six of her 
men, but has promised to return them, or supply her with 
others in their stead. 

The Captain of this brigantine has applied to us for 
leave to come into this harbour to unload and refit, and 
when she is repaired, she may be allowed to prosecute her 
intended voyage. 

From principles of humanity, we consented to his coming 
to unload and repair ; but shall give no further order, until 



we are favoured with your sentiments on the subject, as it 
may possibly be construed a breach of the regulations of 
the last Congress, relative to exportations. 

We are, respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obedient 
humble servants. By order : 
To the Honourable the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted by the Messenger to 
Philadelphia . 

A draught of a Letter to the Hon. Robert R. Living- 
ston, Esq., was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincinl Congress, New- York, October 6, 1775. 

Sir : General Schuyler has, by express, sent to us for 
five tons of powder; we have sent forward fourteen hun- 
dred weight, all that we have, in a boat rowed with oars, 
to make despatch. We pray you to order all the powder 
at the mill at Rhinebeck to be forwarded by this convey- 
ance. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your most obedient humble 
servants. 
To the Hon. Robert R. Livingston, at his Seat, Clare- 

mont. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Committee at Albany was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : - 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 6, 1775. 

Gentlemen: In consequence of Major-General Schuy- 
ler's despatches, this day received by express, we have 
sent up to Albany, by a boat, expeditiously to be rowed 
up, fourteen hundred pounds of powder, for the use of the 
Northern Army. We have acquainted the Continental 
Congress of this, and informed them that we would request 
you to give aid to the forwarding of this necessary article, 
in the best and most speedy manner ; and if you can, by 
the help of your magazine, or any other way, augment the 
quantity, it would be very acceptable. We have urged 
the Grand Congress to send a further supply, if it is pro- 
curable, and to replace what we lend on this necessitous 
occasion as soon as possible. You will please to advise 
with the Commi?sary-General, or his deputies, and Col. 
Van Schaick, if at Albany, respecting the mode of con- 
veying up the powder in safety, and with despatch. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most humble servants. By 
order : 
To the Committee at Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A Letter from HendricJc Fisher, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Safety of Neio- Jersey, dated the 30th ulti- 
mo, was read and filed. He informs, that their Provincial 
Congress is to meet speedily, and that he will lay the Let- 
ter from the Committee of Safety of New- York, on the 
subject of apprehending Deserters, before the Congress of 
Netc-Jersey. 

A Letter from Beverly Robinson, Esq., was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Highlands, October 2, 1775. 

" Sir : Your letter, of the 19th of September, I received 
a few days ago ; in answer to which, I must inform you 
that the point of land whereon the fort is erecting does 
not belong to me, but is the property of Mrs. Ogilvie and 
her children ; was it mine, the publick should be extremely 
welcome to it. The building a fort there can be no disad- 
vantage to the small quantity of arable land on the island. 
I have only a proportion of the meadow land, that lies on 
the east side of the island. 

" I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

11 Beverly Robinson. 

"To John Haring, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 
Safety in New- York." 

The Congress then adjourned until nine o'clock. 
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Dio Mercurii, 9 ho. A. M., October 11, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 

The Petition of Abner Briggs to the Committee of the 
City, praying leave to ship one hundred and eighty barrels 
Flour to Falmouth, for the use of the people of Nantucket, 
referred to this Congress by the Committee of the City of 
New-York, and also an Order of the House of Represent- 
atives of Massachusetts-Bay, of the 28th of September last, 
signed by James Warren, Speaker; whereby it is resolved 
that the Committee of Correspondence for the Town 
of Falmouth, in the County of Barnstable, be and were 
thereby empowered and directed, by written permit under 
their hands, to grant license to the said inhabitants to pur- 
chase so much Provision and other necessary supplies as 
is sufficient for their internal consumption and for those 
voyages which they may prosecute, consistent with the 
Resolves of Congress and of that Court, and no more ; 
and that such permits shall specify the quantities such per- 
son has liberty to purchase : 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Abner Briggs be allowed 
to lade one hundred and eighty barrels of Flour for Fal- 
mouth, in the Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, upon con- 
dition that the said Abner Briggs do, within three months, 
return to the Secretary of this Congress a certificate from 
the Chairman of the Committee of said Town of Falmouth, 
that the said Flour was reported to and under the direction 
of the said Committee, the danger of the seas and seizures 
excepted ; and if the said Abner Briggs does not comply 
with the condition aforesaid, that then he shall be deemed 
guilty of an infringement of the Resolution of this Congress, 
and an enemy to this Country. 

Mr. Thomas Smith and Henry Williams dissenting. 

A Letter from Volkert P. Douw, Esquire, of Albany, 
dated the 4th instant, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : A1 , „ . , ,„„ 

°' " Albany, Octobsr 4, 1775. 

"Sir: Enclosed you have a copy of the journal and 
proceedings of the four Indians sent by the Commissioners 
of Indian Affairs, appointed by the Twelve United Colo- 
nies, to the Caughnawagas, to acquaint them of the treaty 
that had been held here with their brethren of the Six Na- 
tions and the Commissioners. 

" I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

" Volkert P. Douw. 

" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress.." 

The Journal of the proceedings of the Indians, therein 
mentioned, was read and filed, and is in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

" Albany, Saturday, September 30, 1775. 

" At a meeting with the four warriours of the Six Na- 
tions who were sent, by the Commissioners (appointed by 
the Twelve United Colonies) of Indian Affairs, after the 
treaty held with the Six Nations at Albany, to the Caugh- 
nawagas : 

"They were asked by Volkert P. Douw, Esq., one of 
the Commissioners, what news they brought. 

" Answered by Saristtago, (alias Peter,) by George 
Fulmer. the interpreter, that they were sent by the Six 
Nations, at the request of the Twelve United Colonies, to 
the Caughnawagas, to inform them what had been done 
here ; which we undertook, and have performed. We 
came to the Isle-aux-Noix, and delivered the letter to Gen- 
eral Schuyler which we had from the Commissioners, and 
the belts of wampum we took along, and others that we 
prepared by the way. General Schuyler fitted us out with 
provisions and money, to go to Caughnawaga. We were 
brought with a batleau ten miles, wiih three Canadians as 
guides, as we were unacquainted with the road ; notwith- 
standing, we went at least six miles out of our road, where 
we lay. Next morning we came on the road that leads 
from St. Joint's to La Prairie ; from thence we went on 
till we came to a house, and the people there put us on 
another road ; they feared, if we went on that road, we 
should be taken prisoners. From thence the people on 
the road used us well ; yet we lay in the woods, out of 
choice. Next morning we proceeded ; about nine o'clock 
we' came to the River St. Lawrence, eight or ten miles 



below Caughnaviaga, where we set up a white flag, which 
we had from General Schuyler, as a token. From thence 
we proceeded about a mile or two, where we met a hun- 
dred warriours, of different nations, who came from Caugh- 
nawaga, at the request of Guy Johnson, (as they said,) 
and were going to St. John's to join the Regulars, to fight 
against the Continental Army. As soon as they saw our 
flag, they immediately came to us ; on which we desired 
them to hearken to what we had to say to them from the 
Commissioners of the Twelve United Colonies and Six 
Nations; on delivering which, there was a great dispute 
among the warriours: some were for proceeding, others 
for returning ; the majority were for returning to the cas- 
tle. On which, two runners were despatched, to acquaint 
the chiefs of the castle that four of the Six Nations were 
come to speak to them. When we arrived within two 
miles of the castle, we were met by some on horseback, to 
know if it was true that we were coming ; and, on seeing 
us, immediately returned to the castle (as we suppose) to 
acquaint the chiefs that it was true. When we arrived at 
the castle, one of the principal chiefs came to us, took the 
white flag from us, and brought it in the council-house, 
and introducedus at the same time. When we arrived in 
the council-house, all the chiefs and warriours of the seven 
nations were assembled, and desired to know our mes- 
sages. As they were very inquisitive to know what had 
been transacted at Albany by the Six Nations and the 
Commissioners of the Twelve United Colonies, we then 
desired, as we were fatigued, that they would indulge us 
three or four hours to rest, and then they might call us. 
About four hours thereafter we went to the council-house, 
when we informed them of all that we were charged with 
from the Six Nalioiis and Commissioners of the Twelve 
United Colonies; on which they heartily thanked us for 
the information, as they were now convinced that Guy 
Johnson had told them nothing but lies. We then deliver- 
ed General Schuyler's request to them, that two of their 
chiefs and two of their warriours would come to him and 
confer further on the matter, as he desired that they would 
stand on one side, that no Indian blood might be spilt. 
After which, a party of Guy Johnson's Indians, with Col. 
Claus, came with strings of black wampum, to invite us to 
come to him in Montreal, as he had understood that wc 
were come from the Six Nations. On which, we answered, 
we had no order to go to Guy Johnson, but that we were 
sent to Caughnawaga, and did not intend to go any far- 
ther; which made a great confusion in the castle among 
the Indians; and we were informed by the Caughnawaga 
Indians, that Colonel Johnson was about making up a 
company to take us prisoners, and advised us not to lie in 
the castle that night, but that we should go about three or 
four miles out of the place, to a plantation there, and some 
of the Caughnaivagas went with us, where we lodged, and 
were well used. The next morning the Caughnawaga 
Indians returned with us to the castle, where we received 
an answer to our speech which we had delivered in behalf 
of the Six Nations : That they should be quiet till St. 
John's was taken, and then they should come to Ononda- 
ga, to speak with them ; and, as General Schuyler was de- 
sirous to speak with them, they would now go with us to 
him, to hear what he had to say to them. They then 
again conducted us three or four miles out of the castle, 
and said that early next morning they would make up 
seven of the chiefs and warriours to go with us to the Isle- 
aux-Noix, to General Schuyler. In the morning they came, 
and went with us to the Isle-aux-Noix. When we came 
to the island, General Schuyler was gone from thence ; on 
which we and the Caughnawagas and Fulmer, our inter- 
preter, went by water toward St. John's, where the Army 
lay, under the command of General Montgomery. Gen- 
eral Montgomery prayed the Caughnawagas that they 
would keep their people on one side, as he would be very 
sorry to shed any of the blood of his brethren. On which 
the Caughnawagas thanked General Montgomery for his 
speech, and gave him a belt of wampum, and assured him 
that he might depend that not one of the seven nations 
of Canada Indians should in the least molest them. On 
which General Montgomery thanked them, and made them 
a present for the seven nations of Canada Indians, besides 
a gratuity to the seven ambassadors." 
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Ordered, That tho Brass Field-Pieces last cast by James 
Byers be delivered to Captain Anthony Rutgers, for the 
use of the Artillery Company under bis command, and 
that he get good Carriages and other necessaries, for the 
said two Field-Pieces, with all possible despatch. 

The application of Captain Benjamin Lindsay, of Pro- 
vidence, was read. He therein sets forth, that in the month 
of August last, he delivered to this Congress a Letter from 
the Committee of Safety of the Town of Providence, signed 
by Deputy-Governour Cooke and others, requesting to load 
bis (the said Lindsay's) Sloop, and Captain Whitney's 
Sloop ; that Provisions were purchased for both cargoes, 
and but only one (to wit: the cargo of Lindsay's Sloop) 
shipped ; and that the other cargo now lies in store, which 
he prays leave to lade and take to Providence. 

Ordered, That Benjamin Lindsay be allowed to lade 
the said Provisions on board, for Providence, upon condi- 
tion that the said Benjamin Lindsay do deliver a manifest 
of the said Provisions to the Secretary of this Congress, 
and, within three months, return to the said Secretary a 
certificate from the Chairman of the Committee at Pro- 
vidence, that the said Provisions were reported to and 
under the direction of tbe said Committee — the danger of 
the seas and seizures excepted ; and if tbe said Benjamin 
Lindsay does not comply with the condition aforesaid, that 
then he shall be deemed guilty of an infringement of the 
resolution of this Congress, and an enemy to this Coun- 
try. 

A Letter from General Washington, of the 5th instant, 
directed to Isaac Low, Esq., was read and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

"Camp at Cambridge, October 5, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: By an intelligent person from Boston, 
the 3d instant, I am informed that a fleet, consisting of one 
sixty-four, one twenty gun ship, two sloops of eighteen 
guns, two transports, with six hundred men, were to sail 
from Boston as yesterday ; their destination a profound 
secret. That they took on board two mortars and four 
howitzers, with other artillery, calculated for the bombard- 
ment of a Town. I have thought it proper to apprize 
every considerable Town on the coast of this armament, 
that they may be upon their guard. Should I receive any 
furtber account of their destination, it shall be forwarded. 

" The same person also informs that an express sloop 
arrived four days before, from England, at Boston, which 
she left tbe 8th of August. General Gage, and most of 
the officers who were at Lexington, are recalled, and sail 
this day; General Hoive succeeds to the command. Six 
ships of the line and two cutters, under Sir Peter Dennis, 
are coming out. Five Regiments and one thousand ma- 
rines may be expected at Boston in three or four weeks. 
No prospect of accommodation, but, on the other hand, 
every appearance of the war being pushed with tbe utmost 
vigour. 

"I am, Gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient 
and very humble servant, „ George Wash1ngtok » 

A Letter from Colonel Hasbrouck, and the Returns of 
tbe elections of the Officers of the several Companies of 
the Militia, in that part of Ulster County which is intended 
to be in the Regiment of Colonel Hasbrouck, at tbe south 
end of Ulster County. 

Ordered, That Commissions issue to all the gentlemen 
named in those Returns. 

A Return of Militia Officers on the soutb side of the 
Mountains, in Orange County, signed by Thomas Oat- 
water, Chairman, was delivered in and filed. 

Tbe Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., October 12, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 

A certified copy of the notes of examination of Captain 
William Thompson, was sent, by post, to the New-York 
Delegates at Congress, and another copy to General Wash- 
ington, each enclosed in a private letter from the Presi- 
dent. 

Captain John Lawrence, being by request attending at 



the door, was called in and examined, and notes of his 
examination taken, which are filed, and are in the words 
following, to wit : 

" Captain John Lawrence sailed from London the 2d of 
August; left Falmouth the 14th. Says he made it his 
business to get all the intelligence he could with respect to 
the intentions of Government against the Colonies. That 
twenty-three ships, from forty guns and under, were fitting 
out for the American service, to relieve the ships which 
were deemed too large, which he understood were to be 
recalled ; that they were not all to come out this fall, 
on account of tbe carpenters leaving the yards. That he 
understood five Regiments were to come from Ireland, three 
Regiments from England, and Scotland, and five Companies 
of Artillery. That a large quantity of ordnance was ship- 
ping for America, and that five transports, with provisions, 
were sailed for Boston before he sailed. That he under- 
stood the troops were destined for Boston; that he heard 
that four or five of the transports had sailed for Ireland, to 
take the troops on board, before he sailed. That be saw 
four thousand stand of arms shipped for Quebeck ; that two 
brigs sailed out of the Downs, in company with him, laden 
with warlike stores; that they sailed without convoy; that 
they had a Lieutenant on board each, but no troops. That 
he understood the arms were for the use of the Canadians. 
That he did not hear of any troops going to Quebeck; that 
he did not hear of any artillery, or stores, or troops, were to 
be sent to the Southern Colonies, or to this Province. That 
he understood that ten thousand tons of transports were 
taken up to go to Embden, and sixteen thousand Hessians 
and Hanoverians were intended for America ; but whether 
they were to proceed immediately to America, or touch in 
England, was not certain, reports differing relative thereto. 
That the report of employing Hessians and Hanoverians 
took place before the account of Bunker- Hill battle. That 
the people seemed to be much exasperated against the 
Americans, on receiving the account of Bunker-Hill. That 
the merchants, in general, were opposed to the Americans ; 
that they were much pleased on hearing that fifteen thou- 
sand of the Provincials were killed and taken prisoners by 
about seventeen hundred Regulars ; but when the true 
state of the battle arrived, they made long faces. That he 
did not hear of their building any flat-bottomed boats. That 
the news of taking Ticonderoga, &c, was by no means 
relished. That it was supposed the Parliament would be 
called sooner than usual, on account of calling the Hes- 
sian and Hanoverian troops. That Captain Effingham 
Lawrence told him that he had been informed by Lord 
Gage, that they intended to make up their Army in Ame- 
rica to thirty thousand men this fall. That there was no 
complaints of the manufacturers wanting employ, and was 
generally supposed that Administration kept them em- 
ployed. That the people, in general, thought New- York 
worse than any of the other Colonies, for disappointing 
them, not only by joining the other Colonies, but by acting 
more vigorous than the rest. That he heard there was 
more than ordinary demands for British goods by the Medi- 
terranean. That the manufacturers in Ireland were quiet, 
but wished well to the Americans. That the people in 
England were anxious to hear from the Congress, expect- 
ing some offer of accommodation. That it was reported 
that on the news of Bunker-Hill the stocks fell a little, 
but afterwards rose again. That he heard of no disunion 
in the councils of Administration. That great numbers of 
vessels were laid up in the Thames, owing to the stopping 
of the American trade. That it was generally expected 
in England, that tbe next news from America would be 
that Major Skene was hanged." 

This Congress having frequently been unable to proceed 
to business, for want of a sufficient number of Members, 

.Ordered, That the Members of each County present, 
who have not a quorum of their County, do immediately 
write to their absent fellow-Deputies, to attend this Con- 
gress without delay. 

Colonel McDougall moved, and was seconded by Major 
Williams, in the words following, to wit: "1 move that a 
Committee be appointed to examine all the resolutions and 
advices of the Continental Congress, relative to this Colony, 
and report, without delay, their opinion of the best means 
to carry the said resolutions into execution ; and also what 
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use should be made of that advice, for the safety of this 
Colony." 

Ordered, unanimously, That Colonel McDougall, Mr. 
Kissam, Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Low, and Mr. Sylvester, be a 
Committee for the purposes mentioned in the foregoing 
motion of Colonel McDougall. 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Conti- 
nental Congress, of the 9th instant, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, October 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : We received your favour of the 4th inst., 
containing an account of the troops raised in our Colony, 
of which we shall make the proper use. The Congress 
approve highly of your diligence in the erection of fortifi- 
cations on Hudson's River. You will, we believe, receive 
by this conveyance their sentiments on this subject, as well 
as extracts of some letters that show its propriety, and the 
designs of Administration against us. 

"We sincerely lament the necessity to which the want of 
Gunpowder may reduce us, and have endeavoured, as far 
as lies in our power, to remove it, by procuring for you, at 
the Continental expense, one ton, which was all that could 
be obtained. You will take care not to forward this unless 
you know how to supply yourselves, for it is not the design 
of the Congress that you should, at any time, be entirely 
at the mercy of the enemy. 

"We will take care to get your Artillery Company put 
upon a proper footing, in which we apprehend no difficulty. 
As to the want of clothing for our troops, we are not with- 
out hopes that that may be provided for in Canada, of which 
we cannot but flatter ourselves they will shortly be in pos- 
session. 

" We remain, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your 
most obedient humble servants, 

" Philip Livingston, 

" John Alsop, 

" James Dujlne, 

" Robert R. Livingston, Jgn. 

" To the Honourable the Convention of the Province of 

New-York." 

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, 
of the 9th instant, was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit ; 

"Philadelphia, October, 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Your letters of 6th instant have been 
laid before Congress. They have issued an order for one 
ton of powder to be sent to New- York, but I am directed 
to inform you, if you can with safety spare it, or any part, 
it is the wish of Congress that you would immediately for- 
ward it to General Schuyler. 

" In answer to your letter respecting the Brig Mary, 
Capt. Wallace, which put into your port to repair, I am or- 
dered to acquaint you, that the Congress recommend that she 
proceed on her voyage with the cargo, after being refitted. 

" In consequence of your letter to Congress, enclosing a 
plan and estimate of the fort erecting on the Highlands of 
North River, I now enclose you the resolution of Congress 
thereon, to which refer you. I also enclose you a resolve 
of Congress respecting those who are, in your opinion, dan- 
gerous by being at large, to which also refer you. Your 
proposal enclosed, respecting the importation of gunpowder, 
is submitted to a committee ; the resolution of Congress 
thereon shall be transmitted you. 

" I have wrote to General Wooster, at Albany, by order 
of Congress, to proceed to the fort now building on North 
River, and there leave as many of his troops as the con- 
ductor of the works shall think necessary to expedite the 
works, and with the remainder to proceed to New- York, 
and there remain. 

" By desire of your Delegates, I enclose you some extracts 
of letters from London, laid before Congress. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 

"The Convention of New- York." 

The Resolution of Continental Congress therein enclosed, 
relating to the erecting of Fortifications in the Highlands, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" In Congress, October 7, 1775. 

" The Report of a Committee appointed to take into 



consideration the Letters from New-York, and the plans 
for obstructing Hudson's River, report : 

"That the Provincial Convention of New-York be di- 
rected immediately to render Hudson's River defensible ; 
that in doing this, they be particularly attentive to form 
such works as may be finished before the winter sets in. 
As it is very doubtful whether any stone work can be pro- 
perly made at this advanced season, it is submitted to the 
judgment of the said Convention, whether it could not be 
more cheaply and expeditiously done by works of wood or 
fascines. If they should think otherwise, that they be di- 
rected to go on with the work in the way which they think 
best, since it is the opinion of the Congress that the work 
should by no means be neglected. 

" But if the work be already begun on the plan sent us, 
that they render such parts as can be first finished defen- 
sible, so that the labour be not thrown away, if an attack 
should be made before the whole can be finished. 

"That the Convention be directed to inquire whether 
there are not some other places where small Batteries might 
be erected, so as to annoy the enemy on their passage, par- 
ticularly a few heavy cannon at or near Moore's house, 
and at a point on the west shore, a little above Verplanck' s 
Point. 

" That it be recommended to said Convention to establish, 
at proper distances, posts to be ready to give intelligence 
to the country in case of any invasion, or by signals to give 
alarms in case of danger, and that they confer with the 
Assembly of Connecticut, and Convention of New-Jersey, 
on the speediest manner of conveying intelligence in such 
cases, and receiving assistance when necessary. 

" That the Convention be further directed to take the 
most effectual method to obstruct the navigation of the said 
river, if, upon examination, they find it practicable. 

"Resolved, That orders be sent to General Wooster, in 
case he has no orders to the contrary from General Schuy- 
ler, that he immediately return to the Batteries, erecting in 
the Highlands, and there leave as many of his troops as 
the conductors of the work shall think necessary for com- 
pleting them, and that he repair with the remainder to New- 
York." 

The Resolution of the Continental Congress, also therein 
enclosed, respecting persons dangerous to the community, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"In Congress, October 6, 1775. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Pro- 
vincial Assemblies or Conventions, and Councils or Com- 
mittees of Safety, to arrest and secure every person in their 
respective Colonies, whose going at large may, in their 
opinion, endanger the safety of the Colony, or the liberties 
of America. 

"Ordered, That an authentick copy of this Resolve be, 
by the Delegates, transmitted to proper persons in their 
respective Colonies." 

To be kept as secret as its nature will admit. 

The extracts of the Letters from London, of the 31st of 
July last, therein mentioned, were also read and filed, and 
are in the words following, to wit : 

Extract of a Letter laid before the Congress, dated London, July 31, 

1775. 

" I have lately heard a person intimately connected witli 
Administration lament that twenty thousand men had not 
been at first sent to America; one-half to have remained 
with General Gage at Boston, five thousand to have kept 
possession of New-York and cut off all assistance from the 
Southern Colonies, and five thousand to have been employed 
under Burgoyne or Howe, in making descents in different 
parts of New- England] and ravaging and burning the Towns. 
And I have good information that it is yet intended to en- 
deavour to recover the possession of New- York, Albany, 
he, so as to open a communication with Canada, and pre- 
vent the New-Englanders from receiving any succour from 
the southward. There is a talk that more of the train of 
artillery, and some Regiments of foot, are going to America." 

Extract of another Letter by the said conveyance, laid before the Con- 
gress, dated July 31, 1"'75. 

" It is fit I should convey to you a more particular de- 
tail of what I have collected, and more especially as it is 
from unquestionable authority. The British- American 
Generals differ, I am informed, as to the number of men 
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which they now think it will require to subdue the Mas- 
sachusetts Rebels. Gage says fifteen thousand more than 
he already has, and Burgoyne says twenty thousand 
more. But all the Generals, however, agree in desiring 
a large re-enforcement of artillery, and therefore orders 
were yesterday sent to Woolwich for four Companies to em- 
bark immediately for North-America, with a large train of 
field-pieces, &c, and a further supply of clothing more 
than I mentioned in my letter of the 15th, for the Canadi- 
ans, which Government is assured by General Carleton he 
shall raise in the Province of Quebeck. Parliament is pro- 
rogued till September, and then will be further prorogued to 
meet the beginning of November. In the mean time, Lord 
North thinks he possesses power and credit sufficient to 
order more forces to America, and push matters to the 
greatest extremity, before winter sets in. 

"I have been well assured, that if the Spanish Armada 
should not visit Gibraltar, which, from the repulse it is 
said they have met with, will be the case, Government 
propose composing that garrison of three-fourths Hanove- 
rians, and one-fourth British troops, in order that they 
may send the remainder of the latter, now there, to Ame- 
rica. But the secret (as they imagine) plan of operation 
they have at present in agitation, or which I, perhaps, might 
properly say actually determined on and transmitted to 
Boston, is as follows : With the assistance of Governour 
Tryon, who is much relied on for the purpose, to get im- 
mediate possession of New- Yor k and Albany; to fill both 
of these Cities with very strong garrisons ; to declare all 
rebels who do not join the King's forces ; to command the 
Hudson and East Rivers with a number of small men of 
war and cutters, stationed in different parts of it, so as 
wholly to cut off all communication, by water, between 
New- York and the Provinces to the northward of it, and 
between New-York and Albany, except for the King's 
service ; and to prevent, also, all communication between 
the City of New-York and the Provinces of Neiv- Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and those to the southward of them. By 
these means, Administration and their friends fancy that 
they shall soon either starve out or retake the garrison of 
Crown Point and Ticonderoga, and open and maintain a 
safe intercourse and correspondence between Quebeck, Al- 
bany, and New- York, and thereby afford the fairest oppor- 
tunity to their soldiery and the Canadians, in conjunction 
with the Indians , to be procured by Guy Johnson, to make 
continual irruptions into New- Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
and Connecticut, and so distract and divide the Provincial 
forces as to render it easy for the British Army at Boston 
to defeat them, break the spirits of the Massachusetts peo- 
ple, depopulate their country, and compel an absolute sub- 
jection to Great Britain. Another good effect to be de- 
duced from this extensive plan (as Government apprehend) 
is, that as New-York will, by this method, be prevented 
from supplying the Massachusetts Army near Boston, with 
'flour, Stc, as they heretofore have done, through the me- 
dium of Connecticut, and the Neiv-Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania people will not be able to transport provisions across 
the country; and as the Colony of Connecticut does not 
raise corn sufficient for the supply of herself and ihe Mas- 
sachusetts- Buy, the inhabitants and troops of this Province 
must inevitably, of course, be in a short time destroyed by 
diseases and famine ; and to this train of facts let me add 
that, in consequence of General Gage's desire, brought by 
Captain Chadd, one hundred flat-bottomed boats are at 
present building at Deptford, Sic, in order to be imme- 
diately sent to America; but for what particular purpose, 
I have not yet been able to learn. Many American gen- 
tlemen, however, have been asked by a Lord, high in the 
American department, what sized vessels can go loaded 
from hence to Albany ; what is the depth of water at the 
Overslaugh — (I think that is the name of the shallowest 
place in the North River ;) whether the ship belonging to 
Albany, in the London trade, is always obliged to unload 
part of her cargo before she can get to Albany, and what 
proportion of it ; whether, if batteries were erected at the 
Highlands, they would not prevent vessels from going up 
and down the. North River; and where would be the best 
places on that river to hinder the New-Jersey people, &c, 
from sending flour, &:c.,in the winter, through Connecticut, 
to the Massachusetts Army." 
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Extract of a Letter from London, 1th August, 1775. 
" The design, last Spring, was to have divided the troops 
sent out, as it is said, according to a plan of Governour 

Tryon's, which he gave to the Ministers, for carrying on the 
American war ; but Gage's necessity has altered that plan 
for the present, and has obliged him to collect all the troops 
together at Boston, and Tryon, with all his malignity of 
heart, is compelled to sit still this season. As Tryon, for 
his conduct in North- Carolina, is in high estimation with 
the Ministry, his plan of attacking the different Colonies 
at the same time, is still to be followed, and the talk is, 
that troops will be sent to New-York, Pennsylvania, and 

Virginia. It is long since Carleton has received orders to 
enter the frontiers of the Northern Colonies with the Ca- 
nadians, and, by his proclamation of martial law, he is 
endeavouring to put his orders into practice. It was part 
of Tryon's scheme to meet Carleton with the four Regi- 
ments that were ordered to New- York. This idea is not 
yet given up; for I understand it is intended, if the ship- 
wrights can be forced or cajoled to work again, to construct 
a number of flat-bottomed boats here, so contrived, as when 
they touch the shore, to throw down a platform that will 
land at once six armed men, or may be used to fire field- 
pieces or swivel guns from. They are, when completed 
here, to be taken to pieces, and sent to Canada, to be used on 
the lakes. Besides the Armies on foot, every Colony should 
diligently attend to training their Militia, for their own in- 
ternal defence. All valuable goods should be removed 
from Rhode-Island into the country, that the Island may 
not be surprised as Boston was. The same thing should 
be done in the City of New- York, and at the same time 
fortify some strong passes, to prevent any troops getting 
into the country. It would be a capital stroke to get pos- 
session of Tryon's person. Philadelphia must also look 
to itself in time." 

Ordered, That the Master of the Brigantine Mary have 
notice that he has leave to depart this Colony as soon as 
she is refitted and fit for sea. 

A Letter from John Farmer, Clerk of a meeting of the 
Inhabitants of Great-Neck, Cow-Neck, and all such as 
lately belonged to the Company of Captain Stephen Thorn, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" At a meeting of us, the Inhabitants of Great-Neck, 
Cow-Neck, and all such as lately belonged to the Company 
of Captain Stephen Thorn, in Queen's County, being duly- 
warned on Saturday, the 23d of September, 1775, and 
taking into our serious consideration our distressed and 
calamitous situation, and being fully convinced of our total 
inability to pursue proper measures for our common safety, 
while we, in all cases, are considered as part of the Town- 
ship of Hempstead, and being conscious that self-preserva- 
tion, the immutable law of nature, is indispensable, do 
therefore 

" 1st. Resolve, That during the present controversy, or 
so long as their general conduct is inimical to freedom, we 
be no further considered as a part of the Township than is 
consistent with peace, liberty, and safety; therefore, in all 
matters relative to the Congressional plan, shall consider our- 
selves as an entire, separate, independent Beat or District. 

"2d. Resolved, That Mr. Daniel Kissam, Mr. Henry 
Stocker, Mr. William Thorn, Mr. Benjamin Sands, Mr. 
William Cornwell, Mr. JohnCornwell, Mr. John Mitchell, 
Sen., Mr. John Burtiss, Mr. Simond Sands, Mr. Martin 
Schenck, Mr. Daniel Whitehead Kissam, Mr. Peter Onder- 
donck, Mr. Adrian Onderdonck, and Mr. Thomas Dodge, 
be a Committee for this Beat or District. 

"Attest: John Farmer, Clerk of meeting." 

" In Committee for the District of Great-Neck, Cow- 
Neck, Ssc, in Queen's County, the 4th of October, 1775 : 

" Present : John Cornwell, William Cornwell, Thomas 
Dodge, Simond Sands, Adrian Onderdonck, Daniel 
Whitehead Kissam, Peter Onderdonck, John Burtiss, and 
Benjamin Sands. Then proceeded and chose Benjamin 
Sands Chairman. Then adjourned to the 7th instant. 

" In Committee according to adjournment. 

" Present : the same members as before, and also Mar- 
tin Schenck; when the following Resolves were passed, 
nem. con.: 
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" Resolved, That the proceedings of the meeting on the 
23d September, for enabling this part of the County to 
pursue Congressional measures, and the Committee chosen 
in consequence, be immediately laid before the honourable 
the Provincial Congress, or, in their recess, the Committee 
of Safety, for their approbation. 

" 2d. Resolved, That the following gentlemen, having 
signed the General Association, and being duly elected as 
Officers of the Militia Company lately formed in this Dis- 
trict, agreeable to the recommendation of the honourable 
Provincial Congress of this Colony, are hereby returned 
accordingly : John Sands, Captain ; Henry Allen, First 
Lieutenant; Thomas Mitchell, Second Lieutenant; As- 
pinxvall Cornicell, Ensign. 

" Signed by order : Benjamin Sands, Chairman. 

" Attest : John Farmer, Clerk of the Committee. 
" To Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq." 

A draught of a Letter to Mr. John Farmer, at Cow- 
Neck, was read and approved of, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, at New- York, October 12, 1775. 

Sir: The Congress have received the state of the 
proceedings of the inhabitants of Great-Neck, Cow-Neck, 
&.c, relative to the choice of a Committee and officers 
for that District, and highly approve of their conduct 
therein. The commissions are enclosed to the officers, 
agreeable to the choice made, and the Congress doubt not 
that your Committee, and the other Associators, will, in 
their conduct, manifest a due attention to the important in- 
terests of their Country, in its present alarming and critical 
situation. 

We are your humble servants. 

To Benjamin Sands, Esq., Chairman of the Committee 

of Great-Neck and Cow-Neck. 

P. S. You are requested to obtain a list of the Asso- 
ciators as soon as may be convenient. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Commissioners at the For- 
tifications in the Highlands was read and filed, and is in 
the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 12, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The enclosed resolution, which we re- 
ceived last evening from the Continental Congress, will 
show you the objects they have in view with regard to the 
fortifications now building in the Highlands, and also their 
sentiments as to the necessity of fortifying several other 
places on the river. We desire that you would take the 
matters recommended by the Congress into consideration, 
without loss of time, go to the several places mentioned in 
the resolutions, give us your opinions as to the fortifications 
necessary to be built at these places, with an estimate of 
the expenses, and what will be wanting from this City to 
complete the works. You will take Mr. Romans to your 
assistance, and use all possible despatch in making your 
report to this Congress. We have only to add, that you 
conduct this business with as much secrecy as the nature of 
the transaction will admit. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants. By 
order: 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 
as Treasurer of this Congress, pay unto Captain John 
Grenncll, of Colonel James Clinton's Regiment, the sum 
of one hundred and seventy-seven Pounds thirteen Shil- 
lings and nine Pence, for the purpose of paying the Offi- 
cers and Men belonging to his Company, that the said 
Company may be enabled to join the Regiment, and that 
the said Captain John Grennell do give a receipt to the 
said Treasurer, and an order to the Deputy Paymaster- 
General for the repayment of the said sum, and to ac- 
quaint Colonel James Clinton therewith ; the sum. above- 
mentioned being the amount of the pay of the Officers 
of that Company for two months, and the pay of the private 
men to the thirtieth day of September last, included. The 
account of the men and their pay sent to the Treasurer to 
be filed. 



The Congress proceeded to hear the Proceedings of the 
Committee of Safety on the fourth and fifth days, and of the 
morning of the sixth day of September, which were read. 

The Congress then adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., October 13, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, &c. 
A Letter from the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., 
Governour of Connecticut, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

"Lebanon, October 9, 1775. 

"Sir: Have this moment received your favour of the 
6th instant, enclosing an extract of your letter from Gen- 
eral Schuyler, also requesting me to give such aid in the 
necessary article you mention, as may be in my power. 1 
have just received General Washington's letter of the 5th 
inst., advising that a small fleet, consisting of a sixty-four gun 
ship, a twenty, two sloops of eighteen guns, two transports, 
and about six hundred men, with two morlars and four 
howitzers on board, had just sailed from Boston, from which 
he suspects they intended to bombard some Town on the 
coast. We have this day received, by report, a transient 
account that some ships were cannonading the Town of 
Bristol on the last Saturday, but have not got any certain 
intelligence of the matter. We are in expectation they may 
appear soon on our coast, and fear that, under the present 
situation of affairs, we are not able to lend any aid in the 
necessary article you mention, having made so many dis- 
bursements of that article already. 

" I am, most respectfully, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Jonathan Trumbull. 
" Honourable President Woodhull." 

_ A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The enclosed letter from Governour Trum- 
bull we received this morning. Tn our application to the 
Colony of Connecticut for aid in the article Gen. Schuyler 
requested might be forwarded to him, we have failed, and 
thought proper to enclose Governour Trumbull's letter to 
the Congress. 

We are, Gentlemen, your obedient servants. By order : 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, with a copy of Governour Trum- 
bull's Letter enclosed, sent by post. 

A copy of the information received from Captain John 
Lawrence was enclosed to the New-York Delegates, by 
post, in a private Letter from the President. 

A Letter from John Berrien was read and filed, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

"New- York, October 13, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I have to acquaint you that the moneys 
received by the Commissioners, amounting to three hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, are expended, and that I am consi- 
derable in advance. Have sundry orders from the above 
gentlemen laying against me, and some considerable ac- 
counts of provision, stores, &tc. Must therefore beg your 
honourable House to furnish me with five hundred Pounds, 
on account, by an order on your Treasurer, to enable me to 
answer the above demands. 

" 1 am, with respect, your obedient humble servant, 

" John Berrien. 
"To the Honourable the Provincial Congress." 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, advance to Mr. John Berrien, as 
Commissary of the Commissioners for erecting the Forti- 
fications in the Highlands, and one of the said Commis- 
sioners, the sum of five hundred Pounds, to be applied for 
the necessary purposes of erecting the said Fortifications ; 
and that Mr. Livingston take Mr. Berrien's receipt for 
the same, on account. 

A Letter from B. Romans, dated 12th instant, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 
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"Fort Constitution, October 12, 1775. 

" Honourable Gentlemen : By order from the Com- 
mittee of Safety, I am up here for the purpose of con- 
structing this fort ; said gentlemen gave me their words 
that I should be appointed principal Engineer for this 
Province, with the rank and pay of Colonel. As I have 
been now actually engaged in this work since the 29th of 
August last, 1 should be glad to know the certainty of my 
appointment, and therefore humbly pray that my commis- 
sion may be made out and sent. I have left the pursuit 
of my own business, which was very considerable, and 
endangered my pension from the Crown, by engaging in 
our great and common cause. These matters considered, 
I hope my request will be thought reasonable, and there- 
fore complied with. 

"I remain, with the utmost respect, honourable Gentle- 
men, your most obedient humble servant, 

"B. Romans." 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration 
when the ProceediDgs of the Committee on that subject 
are read. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., 
as Treasurer of this Congress, advance to James Byers, 
who is casting Brass Field-Pieces by order of this Con- 
gress, the sum of two hundred and fifty Pounds, on account, 
and that Mr. Livingston take James Bycrs's receipt for 
the same, on account. 

A long Letter, in French, from Jean Vitllatt, on behalf 
of himself and some other French gentlemen from Canada, 
who are prisoners at Albany, was read in English, by Mr. 
Morris. 

Ordered, That the same be enclosed to the New-York 
Delegates at Congress. 

Thereupon, the draught of a Letter to the Committee at 
Albany was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Canadian prisoners in your City 
have applied to us in order to obtain their liberty, which it 
certainly is not in our power to give them. The Gene- 
rals, Schuyler and Montgomery , must have had good reason 
to take them into custody. Yet it is our duty to alleviate 
as much as possible the evils of their confinement. We 
therefore request this of you, and also to provide them with 
lodgings and board at the publick expense, taking the ne- 
cessary precautions to prevent their escape. We are, &c. 
To the Committee of Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of an answer to the said Jean Viellatt, was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are sorry that the fortune of war 
hath deprived you of liberty, and are unacquainted with 
the reasons which have induced the Generals to take 
that step. It is our misfortune, equally with yours, that 
we are not authorized to take this matter into our consi- 
deration, and therefore we have sent your memorial to the 
Continental Congress, who are alone competent. All that 
is in our power, is to obey the dictates of humanity, by en- 
deavours to alleviate the rigours of your captivity. For 
this purpose we enclose you a letter to the Committee of 
Albany, which you will be pleased to deliver them ; and 
believe that we are, with respect, your countrymen. 

To Mr. Jean Viellatt and his Companions at Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

, A draught of a Letter to the Delegates of the Colony of 
New- York, in Continental Congress, was read and approved 
of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We enclose you the memorials from 
some prisoners in Albany, on neither of which shall we 
make any comment. You will lay such of them before 
the Congress as you think proper. We are, &c. 

To the Delegates of the Colony of Neiv- York, at Con- 
gress, Philadelphia. 



Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, together with the papers therein 
mentioned, transmitted. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Proceedings of 
the Committee of Safety on the afternoon of the sixth day 
of September last. 

On reading the Letter of Samuel Bayard, Esquire, 

Ordered, That the same remain for further consideration. 

On reading the Letter of Nicholas Low, of the 6th of 
September last, for leave to ship Flour, 

Ordered, That a Letter be wrote to the Continental 
Congress, requesting their directions, whether the Inhabi- 
tants of this Colony ought to be prevented from exporting 
Provisions or any other articles to any places whatsoever, 
except those interdicted by the General Association of the 
Congress. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the Continental 
Congress was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 13, 1775. 

Sm : I am directed to request the favour of you to take 
the sense of the honourable Congress, and to give us their 
answer by return of the post, or first other good convey- 
ance, whether the inhabitants of this Colony ought to be 
prevented from exporting provisions or other articles to 
any places whatsoever except those interdicted by the 
General Association of the Congress. 

I am, with the greatest respect. By order of the Congress : 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Report of the 
Proceedings of the Committee of Safety on the 7th of 
Septetnber last. And on reading the Certificate of Jacobus 
Sloutenbergh, the Congress conceived his estimate of the 
Arms, therein mentioned, to be too high. 

Ordered, That inquiry be made, what is become of 
the Accoutrements mentioned in that Certificate, and that 
the same be further considered hereafter. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the residue of the 
Proceedings of the last Committee of Safety on the 
seventh, and their Proceedings on the eighth day of Sep- 
tember last. Thereupon, Mr. Low moved, and was se- 
conded by Mr. Verplanclc, in the words following, to wit : 
" I move that the sense of this Congress be taken, whether 
the evidence, which appears to this Congress, was suffi- 
cient to authorize the taking of Mr. Bethune." Debates 
arising thereon, and the day being near elapsed, 

Ordered, That Mr. Low's motion be postponed till to- 
morrow morning. 

The Congress then adjourned until nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., October 14, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, &c. 
Mr. John Moore, of Tryon County, attending at the 
door, was called in. He produced a Certificate from the 
Committee of Tryon County, signed by Nicholas Herck- 
heimer, Chairman. Was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

"Tryon County Committee Chamber, September 13, 1775. 

"Honourable Gentlemen: Agreeable to a resolve of 
this Committee, instead of your late Delegate at the Pro- 
vincial Congress of New- York, Mr. John Moore, a mem- 
ber of our Committee, was chosen by a majority of votes 
to represent our County in the said Provincial Congress 
of Neiv- York, as our Delegate, whom we recommend to 
be accordingly accepted on that purpose ; and we are of the 
humble opinion that one will suffice as representative for 
our County, as the expense for two would be too burden- 
some for our small County. Relying on your favourable 
grant, we are always, with much regard, honourable Gen- 
tlemen, your obedient humble servants. 

" By order of the Committee : 

" Nicholas Herckheimer, Chairman." 

Ordered, That Mr. John Moore take his seat. 
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Francis James, owner of a Pilot-Boat, named the Bishop 
of Llandaff, lately employed in services to the eastward, 
was called in and examined. Thereupon, 

Ordered, That the Wardens of the Port of New-York 
do, on their oath of office, value the said Pilot-Boat, as she 
now lays, and return their valuation thereof, signed by 
themselves, to this Congress, with all convenient speed. 

A Letter from Jacob Lansing, Jun., Esq., Chairman of 
the Committee at Albany, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

"Albany, October 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : In consequence of your letter respect- 
ing the repairing of the barracks, we have appointed those 
persons whom you recommended to us, who we judge are 
competent for the purpose. We will give them all the 
advice they may stand in need of, in order to complete 
this business with expedition ; and as many articles cannot 
be got without cash, viz : firewood, lime, brick, fee, we 
have therefore taken the liberty to draw upon you, in favour 
of Messrs. Peter Silvester, Abraham Yates, Jun., and 
Henry Glenn, Esquires, for the sum of two hundred Pounds, 
for which sum this Committee will be accountable, after 
the work is completed. 

" We are, Gentlemen, with esteem, your most humble 
servants. By order of the Committee : 

" Jacob Lansing, Jun., Chairman." 

The Draft for two hundred Pounds, mentioned in the 
Letter of Jacob Lansing, Jun., Esquire, Chairman of the 
Committee of Albany, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

" Albany, October 9, 1775. 

" Sir : Please to pay or cause to be paid unto Messrs. 
Peter Silvester, Abraham Yates, Jun., and Henry Glenn, 
Esquires, the sum of two hundred Pounds, New-York 
currency, for the purpose as mentioned in our letter of 
this day's date. 

" I am, Sir, your most obedient servant. 

" By order of the Committee : 

" Jacob Lansing, Jun., Chairman. 

« To N. Woodhull, Esq." 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress, do pay to Peter 
Silvester, Abraham Yates, Jun., and Henry Glenn, Esqrs., 
the sum of two hundred Pounds, New-York currency, (or 
the purpose of repairing the Barracks at Albany, and that 
Mr. Livingston take a receipt from those gentlemen for 
that sum. 

The President informed the Congress that Powder from 
Philadelphia for this Congress is passed or passing through 
Elizabethtown to Dobb's Ferry. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall be authorized, and 
is hereby authorized, to take such methods to get that Pow- 
der safe to Town as he shall think proper. 

A Letter from Jacobus Van Zandt was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Saturday Morning. 

" Sir: We think it will be prudent of the Congress to 
order Colonel Lasher to procure twenty men to guard the 
Congress money without Sandy-Hook, as the man-of- 
war boat may lay in wait for her near that place, although 
the Viper may be at sea by way of decoy. 

" I am, in behalf of the Committee, Sir, your humble 
servant, Jacobus Van Zandt. 

" To Colonel Woodhull, Chairman of Provincial Con- 
gress. 

" P. S. The vessel will be ready to sail this evening 
or to-morrow." 

Ordered, That Mr. Van Zandt and Colonel McDou- 
gall confer with Mr. Van Zandt on the subject of his 
Letter, and that they agree upon such methods relative 
thereto as they shall think proper, and carry the same or 
direct the same to be carried into execution. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Low, of yesterday, seconded by Mr. Ver- 
•planck, which motion is in the words following, to wit : " I 
move that the sense of this Congress be taken, whether 
the evidence, which appears to this Congress, was suffi- 
cient to authorize the taking of Mr. Bethune." 



And debates arising thereon, and the question being put, 
whether the evidence, which appears to this Congress, was 
sufficient to authorize the taking of Mr. Bethune, it was 
carried in the negative, in manner following, to wit : 

For the Negative. For the Affirmative. 

4 New-York, (Mr. McDougall, Thomas 2 Suffolk, 

Smith, John Van Cortlandt, James 2 Cumberland, 
Beehman, dissenting,) — 

2 Queen's, (Mr. Thome for Queen's,) 4 (King's, divided.) 

2 Richmond, 

2 Tryon, 

3 Albany. 

13 

Resolved, therefore. That it is the sense of this Con- 
gress, that the evidence, which appears to this Congress, 
was not sufficient to authorize the taking of Mr. Bethune. 

On motion of Mr. Micheau, 

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee made on 
the 8th of July last, of a plan for a dissolution of this Con- 
gress, and the election of a new Provincial Congress for 
this Colony, except that part which was then considered 
and agreed to, be taken into consideration on Wednesday 
next. 

The Congress then adjourned until Monday morning, 
but not then able to make a House. 

Die Martis, 9 ho. A. M., October 17, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 

A Letter from Walter Franklin 8f Co. was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" New-York, October 17, 1775. 

" Respected Friend : We have a sloop which we pro- 
pose sending to Georgia, one of the United Colonies, and 
to put her in a set of ballast, with about one hundred bar- 
rels of flour, some bread, rum, and perhaps some other 
small articles, but shall not proceed to take any thing on 
board until a permission is first obtained from the honour- 
able Provincial Congress. 

" We are, respectfully, thy friends, 

" Walter Franklin & Co." 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be deferred 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. Kissam, from the Committee appointed to examine 
all the Resolutions and advices of the Continental Con- 
gress, relative to this Colony, delivered in their Report, 
which was read ; and the same being again read, paragraph 
by paragraph, and amended and approved of, is in the 
words following, to wit : 

Your Committee report, that they have perused all the 
Resolutions of the Continental Congress which more im- 
mediately respect this Colony, from the 18th May to the 
17th instant, and find that the resolution relative to the 
collecting Saltpetre and Brimstone hath not been fully 
complied with, and therefore do report it as their opinion — 

1st. That all the Brimstone and Sulphur in this City, 
not exceeding twenty tons, (except about two tons to be 
reserved for the use of vessels,) be purchased and de- 
posited, with all convenient despatch, at some secure place 
near the Powder Mills in this Colony, under the care of 
the respective Committees of the County or District where 
the mills are. 

2d. That a letter be written to the respective Cofonels 
of the Militia and Minute-Men in this Colony, requesting 
them to appoint and notify to their respective Regiments, 
some convenient place of rendezvous, where they are to 
muster, completely equipped, upon any publick alarm, and 
to remain until marching orders shall be received by their 
respective Colonels or commanding Officers ; and that the 
Colonels be desired to acquaint this Congress of the places 
they shall so respectively appoint for that purpose. 

3d. That in order to give a general alarm throughout 
the Colony, in case of invasion, and for the purpose of 
mustering the Regiments aforesaid, that Beacons be erect- 
ed at convenient places and distances throughout the Co- 
lony, and where convenient places cannot be found to erect 
Beacons, that Cannon be fixed instead of them, and that 
some fit person be employed, under the direction and with 
the advice of the several County Committees, to make a 
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proper arrangement for this business, and to report thereon 
to the Congress. 

4th. And for the purpose of conveying intelligence, in 
case of invasion, your Committee report, that it be recom- 
mended to the several County Committees in this Colony, 
to appoint and engage some one or more of their own body, 
whose place of residence shall be convenient for the pur- 
pose, or any other discreet person or persons who shall 
live on or near the most publick roads that lead from New- 
York through their respective Counties, to have a person 
and horse in readiness to forward intelligence in case of 
invasion ; and that the Committees fix the several stages, 
in their respective Counties, from (en to about fifteen miles 
distance, and make a return thereof to the Congress, with 
the names and places of abode of the persons to be em- 
ployed as aforesaid. 

5th. That a letter be written to the Commissioners ap- 
pointed for erecting a Battery on the banks of Hudson's 
River, requesting them to examine whether it is practicable 
to obstruct the navigation of Hudson's River, between this 
City and the said Battery, and, if so, in what place and 
how, and that they report thereon with all convenient 
speed. And that the said Commissioners be also desired 
to report whether there are any other places on Hudson's 
River, where small Batteries may be erected so as to annoy 
the enemy in their passage, and, particularly, whether the 
Point on the west shore, a little above Verplanck 's Point, 
and at or near Moore's House, would not be proper places 
for that purpose; and that they be requested to report to 
this Congress, with all convenient speed, such places as 
they shall think may be advantageously fortified, with an 
estimate of the expense, and an account of the number 
and weight of ordnance that will be wanting, and when, in 
their opinion, the works could be completed. 

6th. Your Committee further report, that it is their 
opinion that four Companies of Matrosses, consisting of 
eighty men each, will be necessary to occupy the Forts on 
Hudson's River, when completed, and that one Company 
at least should be immediately enlisted for that purpose ; 
and that it will be proper to write to the Continental Con- 
gress for their direction on this subject. 

7th. That a copy of the Continental Resolution of the 
7th instant, together with such parts of this report as 
respect the said resolution, be sent to the Assembly of 
Connecticut and the Provincial Congress of New-Jersey, 
together with a letter, requesting their advice on the sub- 
ject of conveying intelligence in cases of invasion, and of 
receiving assistance when necessary. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their Com- 
mittee in their Report. 

The draught of a Letter to the Colonels of the Militia 
and Minute-Men was read and approved of, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress at New- York, October 17, 1775. 

Sir : In order that timely assistance may be had, in case 
of an invasion on this Colony, directions will be given by 
the Congress for erecting beacons at some and cannon in 
other places of the Colony, to alarm the country ; these 
signals, when erected, will be so arranged as to prevent 
any mistakes in the alarm. You are requested to give 
orders to your Regiments, that upon any alarm so made, 
they muster, completely equipped and with provisions, at 
some convenient place of rendezvous to be appointed by 
you, and remain there till you shall receive marching orders 
from the Congress or your commanding officer. 

Please to acquaint us with the place you shall appoint 
for the rendezvous. 

We are your humble servants. 

To the Colonels of the Militia and Minute-Men. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Congress of New- Jersey, 
and to the Governour and Company of Connecticut, was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 

Sir : We enclose you a copy of an order of Congress, 
directing us to confer with you on the speediest manner of 
conveying intelligence, in cases of invasion, and of receiving 
assistance when necessary. We also enclose a plan for 



that purpose, for your consideration, and beg you will 
favour us with your sentiments on the subject, with such 
amendments or additions to it as you may think necessary. 
We are your very humble servants. 

Ordered, That two copies thereof be engrossed, and 
signed by the President, and one copy thereof be directed 
to the Congress of New-Jersey, and another copy to the 
Governour and Company of Connecticut. 

A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 17, 1775. 

Sir : We have used all possible despatch to complete 
the fortifications on Hudson's River, and we expect they 
will be in such forwardness in about six weeks, as to have 
most of the cannon mounted. The Commissioners have 
been directed to make the necessary inquiries respecting 
the other small batteries, and in the obstructing of the navi- 
gation of Hudson's River, mentioned by Congress in their 
order of the 7th instant, to which due attention shall be 
paid. We are of opinion that four Companies of Ma- 
trosses, consisting of at least eighty men each, will be 
wanted to occupy these forts when completed, and that 
one Company at least should be immediately raised, that 
we may in time have men properly trained to the use of 
cannon, as the utility of our fortifications will much depend 
upon it. 

We are, Ssc. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, together with a copy of the above 
.Reports of the Committee, be transmitted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter T. Curtenius be requested to 
purchase fifty thousand Flints and five tons of Lead, for 
the use of this Colony. 

Messrs. John Griffith and Thomas Vardell, two of the 
Wardens of the Port of New- York, delivered in an esti- 
mate of the Pilot-Boat named the Bishop of Llandaff, 
which was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit: 

"New-York, October 18, 1775. 

" We, the subscribers, have examined the Pilot-Boat 
named the Bishop of Llandaff, and find her to be worth 
the sum of four hundred and ninety-six Pounds, this cur- 

'^' " John Griffith, 

" Thomas Vardell." 

A Receipt from Colonel Goose Van Schaick to Chris- 
topher Duyckinck, for fourteen hundred pounds of Powder, 
delivered at Albany on the 10th instant, was read and 
filed. 

A Letter from John Hanson, one of the Commissioners 
for erecting the Fortifications in the Highlands, dated and 
received yesterday, was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

" Monday, October 1G, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I shall esteem it a very particular favour 
if you will appoint somebody to act in my place as one of 
the Commissioners for erecting fortifications on Hudson's 
River, as I have always intended going to the West-Indies 
the last of this month. I shall return up the river, and 
give you every assistance in my power during my stay here, 
and bring with me the joint opinion of all the gentlemen, 
relative to the new instructions sent to us from the Conti- 
nental Congress. 

" I am, with esteem and respect, Gentlemen, your most 
obedient humble servant, « John Hanson." 

Ordered, That the said Letter remain for consideration 
till a proper person can be thought of as a Commissioner. 

Robert North and Ferboss, two of Hudson's River Skip- 
pers, came into Congress, and complained of some disagree- 
able treatment which they received at the new Fortifica- 
tions. Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the said 
Commissioners was read and approved of, and is in thfe 
words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We have received complaints from sundry 
persons with relation to the conduct of some among you - 
who have maltreated the commanders and passengers of 
vessels navigating Hudson's River, for not lowering the 
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peak of the mainsail upon passing the fort. Those who 
have been provoked by this demand complain that you 
should, of your own authority, without the recommendation 
of the Congress, exact instances of respect from your fellow- 
citizens. You must at once be sensible that so trivial a 
token, or the omission of it, can never mark out our friends 
from our foes, or answer any other valuable purpose ; 
at the same time it is evident that great disgusts have 
arisen from the peremptory demand, and probably blood- 
shed may ensue. The Colonies have sufficiently suffered 
through punctilio, and we beg you will desist from exact- 
ing marks of submission or respect, of any kind, until a 
plan, which is now in agitation, shall be completed, which 
may tend to obviate the future intentions of our foes to 
pierce into the interior of the Colony, through the natural 
communication which the river affords; to prevent this is 
the intention of the fortification which you superintend, 
and therefore all signals from vessels going backwards and 
forwards should, in our opinion, be simply confined to that 
object, and be by no means used as instances of complai- 
sance to the Congress or its officers, when the peace and 
safety of the community so loudly forbid it. 

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser- 
vants. By order: 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Petition of John Hunter, for assistance in cash, and 
his Plan for carrying on a Linen Manufactory, with the 
scheme for appointing Managers, delivered in therewith, 
were read and filed. 

Ordered, That the said Petition, and Plans attending 
the same, lay on the table for the perusal of the Members. 

The Petition of Richard Lightfoot, a Pin-Maker, pro- 
posing a plan for carrying on the business of Pin making, 
and requesting money, and the aid of Congress, to set that 
business on foot and carry it on. 

Ordered, That the said Petition, and the papers attend- 
ing the same, lie on the table for the perusal of the Members. 

The Congress then adjourned until nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Die Merourii, 9 ho. A. M., October 18, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, Sic. 

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Pre- 
sident of the Continental Congress, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, October 16, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: By some late advices from General 
Schuyler, we understand that he is in great distress for want 
of powder ; and as so much depends on the success of that 
expedition, indeed, as the safety of all America depends 
upon it, the Congress have unanimously agreed that the 
ton of powder forwarded to you last week, from Philadel- 
phia, be, with all possible expedition, despatched to Gen- 
eral Schuyler. In the mean time the Congress will fall 
upon all the measures in their power, to furnish you with 
all that they possibly can. 

" You will please immediately to put this recommenda- 
tion in execution. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
" John Hancock, President. 
"Provincial Convention of New-York." 

Ordered, That the ton of Powder, mentioned in Presi- 
dent Hancock's Letter of the 16th instant, and now in the 
Powder- House at New-York, be forwarded to General 
Schuyler immediately; and that John Van Cortlandt and 
Joseph llallett, Esquires, or either of them, be empowered 
to receive the said Powder from Gabriel W. Ludlow, Esq., 
and forward the same to Colonel Van Schaick, at Albany, 
and in his absence to the Commissary there, to be for- 
warded to General Schuyler immediately; and that these 
gentlemen forward the said Gunpowder in such manner as 
they think best. 

And Ordered, That Gabriel W. Ludloiv, Esq., deliver 
fhe said ton of Gunpowder to John Van Cortlandt and 
Joseph Hallett, Esquires, or either of them, or their or 
either of their order. 



Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to Col. Van Schaick, 
at Albany, and in his absence to Walter Livingston, Esq., 
was read and approved of, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

In Provincial Congress at New-York, October 18, 1775. 

Sir: We send by this conveyance a ton of gunpowder, 
which, by order of the honourable the Continental Con- 
gress, is to be forwarded to General Schuyler with all pos- 
sible despatch, which we pray you to see performed. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your very humble servants. 
By order : 

To Col. Goose Van Schaick, at Albany, and in his absence 
to Walter IAvingston, Esq., or his Deputy. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted with the said Gun- 
powder. 

A draught of a Letter to the Honourable John Hancock, 
Esq., President of the Continental Congress, was read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 18, 1775. 

Sm: We are this moment honoured with your favour 
of the 16th instant, advising us of the unanimous resolu- 
tion of Congress to forward to General Schuyler the ton 
of Powder you lately sent us, which was immediately 
ordered to be carried into execution, although we cannot, 
beside that, command two hundred pounds of powder, if it 
would save the Colony from destruction. We have fre- 
quently spared all the powder in our Colony to supply the 
urgent calls of the Continental Army at Cambridge and 
Ticonderoga, and thereby exposed ourselves to insult and 
ruin. -We therefore entreat you to represent to Congress 
the absolute necessity of their replacing, without delay, 
the powder we have furnished to the Continental Army, 
for otherwise we shall not be able, in case of an invasion, 
to make that defence which might be expected from us by 
our neighbours, or even to prevent insults. Should the 
Congress be unable to order us the powder out of the Con- 
tinental magazine, we submit it to their consideration, 
whether the City of Philadelphia cannot, with greater 
safety to the confederated Colonies, spare the quantity we 
have sent to the Army, than we can want it. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your most obedient servants. 
By order : 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Mr. Abraham Yates, from the Members of Albany, 
brought in a draught of a Letter to Walter J^ivingston, 
Esq., the Deputy Commissary-General at Albany, relating 
to the accounts of Ferrymen, for ferrying Soldiers in that 
County, which was read and approved of, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress at New-York, October 18, 1775. 

Sir : Upon application of the Members from Albany, 
representing the unsettled state of the ferrymen's charges 
for carrying over the troops on their way to the seat of 
action, we think proper to inform you that we conceive 
those charges should be a Continental charge, and would 
recommend it to you to settle the same, that no obstruc- 
tion may arise to the troops passing and repassing to and 
from that quarter. 

We are, most respectfully, Sir, your very humble ser- 
vants. By order .* 

To Walter Livingston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-General 
at Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt informed the Congress, that in 
obedience to their parole instructions, given to him in Con- 
gress yesterday, he had agreed with Francis James for the 
purchase of the Pilot-Boat named the Bishop of Llandaif ; 
that the said Francis James, on behalf of himself and the 
other owners of the said Pilot-Boat, had disposed of her 
to him for the sum of four hundred and ninety-six Pounds, 
the value at which she has been appraised by two of the 
Wardens of this Port. 

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as 
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Treasurer of this Congress, do immediately advance to Mr. 
Jacobus Van Zandt, the said sum of four hundred and 
ninety-six Pounds, to pay for the said Pilot-Boat named 
the Bishop of Llandaff. 

A Letter from General Washington was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Camp at Cambridge, October 13, 1775. 

" Sir : I am to thank you for your favour of the 4th inst., 
enclosing the advices from England of 26th July and 8th 
August. A few days ago, I apprized the Committee of 
New-York of the sailing of a small fleet from Boston, with 
artillery to bombard a Town. I did not then know that 
the Provincial Congress was sitting, or the advice would 
have been directed to them. I now, Sir, beg leave to 
acquaint you that the fleet then mentioned has been seen 
standing N. N. E., so that we apprehend it is destined 
asainst some Town on the coast of this Province, Neir- 
Hampshire, or perhaps to Quebeck. 

"We have no occurrence in the camp worthy of notice. 
Both sides are making all preparation for winter. 

"1 am, with the most respectful regards to the Provincial 
Congress, Sir, your most obedient and very humble ser- 
vant, George Washington. 
"The President of the Provincial Congress, New-York." 

A Letter from Samuel Bayard and William Bedlow, 
Commissioners at the Fortifications in the Highlands, bear- 
ing date the 15th instant, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

" Martelaer's Rock, October 15, 1775. 

"Sir: Since we have had cannon mounted and colours 
hoisted on this fortification, we thought it necessary for 
every vessel passing by in the daytime, instead of sending 
their boat on shore, to hail them to lower the peak of their 
mainsail, as a token of their being friendly. We are now 
to acquaint you that one Captain Robert North, passing 
by on this day, was hailed to lower his peak, which he 
refused to do. On being threatened with a shot, he replied, 
that was what he wanted. On this, we sent an armed 
boat on board of him, to bring him to, in order to inquire 
his reason for refusing to do the same which he that instant 
saw another sloop to do. On our boat's boarding of him, 
he told the people therein, that he had a brace of pistols, 
and if that damned rascal, Captain Bayard, did not pro- 
duce an order to him, from the Provincial Congress, for 
the request we made, he would blow his brains out ; with 
many more unfriendly expressions. We beg, Sir, you will 
lay the above before the honourable Provincial Congress ; 
and if our conduct herein meet with their approbation, you 
will please to signify the same unto us. 

" We are, with respect, Sir, your humble servants, 

" Samuel Bayard, 
" William Bedlow. 

" To Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Provincial 

Congress." 

A Letter from Messrs. Samuel Bayard and William 
Btdlow, two of the Commissioners of the Fortifications at 
the Highlands, bearing date on the 16th instant, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Hudson's River, October 16, 1775. 

"Sir: Yours, in Provincial Congress of the 12th inst., 
enclosing sundry resolutions of the Continental Congress, 
we yesterday received ; and on consulting with Mr. Ro- 
mans, the engineer, have made the several remarks therein, 
which we now send you enclosed. As soon as time will 
permit, we shall view the places recommended more strictly 
than we have had an opportunity to do at present. The 
engineer informs us he cannot give an estimate of the charge 
of a further work, that may be necessary at Pooploop's 
Kill. We shall exert ourselves in forwarding the works 
carrying on here, and every other order the Provincial 
Congress may command. We beg leave to request you 
will communicate this, with the enclosed, unto the honour- 
able Provincial Congress. 

" We are, Sir, your very humble servants, 

" Samuel Bayard, 
" William Bedlow. 

"To Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Provincial 
Congress," 



The Remarks of the Engineer and Commissioners at the 
Highlands were read and filed, and are in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

"Highlands, October 16, 1775. 

"Remarks in answer to the 'Report of a Committee appoint- 
ed to take into consideration the Letters from New- 
York, and the plans for obstructing the navigation of 
Hudson's River.' 

" If it be considered that the season when this work was 
undertaken was very far advanced, I think that we are in 
as forward a situation as can be wished for; and I make no 
doubt but the works begun will in three weeks' time be 
of sufficient strength to stand the brunt of as large a ship of 
rank as can come here, and two or three small fry. Heavy 
cannon, such as of eighteen, twenty-four, and thirty-two 
pounds, seem to be all that is wanted. I think on Satur- 
day next to be able to mount from twelve to eighteen can- 
non, eight of which, at least, might be heavy ones. We 
are in a miserable timber country ; even fascines are with 
more difficulty got than stones. Of the last we have such 
plenty, that in four days one hundred and fifty perches of 
wall has been properly laid by twelve masons. We want 
more workmen, especially masons, and require a regulation 
prescribed to them, which it seems impossible to bring 
them under until they be properly officered and distributed, 
each division having its proper department allotted. It is 
not only the difficulty of getting timber, but we have fully 
experienced that the part of the work which is done in 
timber advances slower than the stone, by a degree beyond 
all comparison. 

" A battery at Moore's house seems, at present, to me 
entirely useless. I will examine further into this article. 

" The point on the west side, above Verplanck's Point, 
is too easy of access, and in the vicinity of many ill-disposed 
people ; besides this, it can be of little use. But at Poop- 
loop's Kill, opposite to Anthony's Nose, it is a very impor- 
tant pass: the river narrow, commanded a great way up 
and down, full of counter currents, and subject to almost 
constant fall winds; nor is there any anchorage at all, ex- 
cept close under the works to be erected. It is a very 
easy matter to establish posts for intelligence with the upper 
country and Connecticut; for the last, I intend to go in 
person, in about two or three weeks' time. With those in 
the Jerseys I am not so perfectly acquainted ; but if the 
country people are well affected, I know the roads admit 
of the most expeditious intelligence, and of our receivino- 
the readiest assistance. 

" I understand that it will be an easy matter to obstruct 
the navigation of the river, so as to confine it to twelve or 
fourteen feet ; and in that case it remains large enough for 
our use, and, without new inventions and constructions, the 
enemy can then do us very little hurt. 

" B. Romans, Engineer." 

"Highlands, October 16, 1775. 

" We have considered the above remarks, and fully con- 
cur in opinion with the Engineer. 

" Samuel Bayard. 
" William Bedlow." 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter and Remarks 
be made, to be sent to the Continental Congress. 

The Order of the Day being read, the Congress pro- 
ceeded to take into consideration the Report of the Com- 
mittee on the 8th of June last, of a plan for the dissolution 
of this Congress, and the election of a new Provincial Con- 
gress for this Colony. The same was read ; and being 
again read by paragraphs, and amended, on reading that 
part of the said Report which directs to choose such per- 
sons as they can confide in to represent them, &tc, Colonel 
Hardenbergh moved, and was seconded by Major Wil- 
liams, in the words following, to wit : " I move that elec- 
tions for Delegates for the next Provincial Congress shall 
be by ballot, in the several Cities and Counties in this 
Colony." 

Whereupon, Mr. De Lancey moved, and was seconded 
by Mr. Clarkson, the Previous Question, whether the 
question on Colonel Hardenbergh' s motion should be now 
put ; and the Previous Question being put, it was carried 
for the Previous Question, in the manner following, to 
wit; 
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For the Previous Question, 
2 Westchester, 
4 New-York, 

2 Tryon, 

3 Albany, 
2 King's. 



Against the Previous Question. 
2 Ulster, 
2 Cumberland, 
2 Suffolk. 



13 Messrs. McDougall and Thomas Smith, of New-YorJc, dis- 
sent from their County. 

Resolved, therefore, That the question on Colonel Har- 
denbergh's motion be not now put. 

The said Report being then read through, and agreed to 
and approved of, is in the words following, to wit : 

Whereas it is highly necessary, for the sake of liberty, 
that the duration of the power of all persons intrusted with 
high authority should be limited to a short period, and more 
especially when they are nominated by and their authority 
delegated unto them from the body of the People : 

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress shall be dis- 
solved on Tuesday, the 14th day of November next. And 
forasmuch as it appears to us highly necessary that a Pro- 
vincial Congress should exist until the disputes between 
Great Britain and America shall be adjusted, and that the 
Members of that Congress should be so proportioned as to 
give a due weight of representation to the several parts of 
the Colony, it is therefore recommended to the good peo- 
ple of this Colony, that those who are qualified to vote for 
Representatives in General Assembly, do choose such per- 
sons as they can confide in, to represent them, as Deputies 
of this Colony, in Provincial Congress, until the second 
Tuesday in May next, unless a reconciliation with Great 
Britain shall sooner take place ; and that the Deputies so 
chosen meet at the City of New-York, on the said four- 
teenth day of November next. And it is further recom- 
mended, that the election be held at the usual places for 
election of Representatives in General Assembly, in the 
several Counties, on Tuesday, the seventh day of Novem- 
ber next, by the respective Committees of the several 
Counties, or at such other places as the said Committees 
shall previously appoint, and duly notify to their several 
Counties. 

And in order to proportion the Members of each County, 
it is Resolved, That the City and County of New-York 
have twenty-one Members; the City and Countv of Alba- 
ny, twelve Members ; the County of Dutchess, nine Mem- 
bers ; the County of Westchester, nine Members; the 
County of Ulster, eight Members ; the County of Suffolk, 
eight Members ; the County of Orange, six Members ; the 
County of Queen's, eight Members ; the County of King's, 
four Members; the County of Richmond, four Members; 
the County of Tryon, four Members ; the County of Cum- 
berland, three Members ; the County of Gloucester, two 
Members ; the County of Charlotte, two Members. 

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their said 
Committee in the said Report ; and Ordered, That the 
same be published in all the Newspapers. 

A Letter from Mr. John Hanson, one of the Commis- 
sioners for erecting the Fortifications, was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

"October 18, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: I have taken the liberty to enclose to you 
the papers delivered to me by Mr. Yates and Mr. Glen. 
Those gentlemen behaved with the greatest politeness, and 
I imagined that their observations would have been suffi- 
cient to have set every thing at the fort in proper order. 
As for my part, when I undertook that business, it was 
from pure love to my Country and to the rights of man- 
kind, without any views of self-interest, and never expected 
any pay for what I did ; and I believe that those who were 
joined with me acted from the strictest principles of honour. 
I can, with truth, say that never any man was ill used, 
passing that river, by any of us, unless he abused us; and 
then he received but a small check, not equal to his de- 
merits. It would have been acting genteel to have inquired 
into the complaint laid before the Congress, before passing 
a censure upon the gentlemen at the fort, contained in the 
four first lines of your letter to them. When men act from 
principle, and are placed at any particular post of conse- 
quence, and find themselves in a precarious situation, it 
naturally follows, tbey must exercise their own judgment 
for the good of the post, and ought to be supported by those 



who placed them there; which has not been the case in this 
instance. An insult offered to them, was offered to the 
Congress ; and the abuse of the complainants in Congress 
ought not to have been permitted. Had the Congress 
answered our letter relative to the very thing complained 
of, this never would have happened. I must therefore 
request, gentlemen, the favour of the Congress to appoint 
somebody in my room, for I will never go back to the fort. 
" I am, very respectfully, Gentlemen, your obedient 
humble servant, John Hanson." 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred till 
to-morrow morning. 

The Congress then adjourned until nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., October 19, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 
A Petition from Samuel Tudor, praying for rank for him- 
self and Company, was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

" New-York, October 18, 1775. 

"Sir: As I am informed the honourable Congress has 
it under consideration to fix the rank of the City Artillery 
Companies, my entreating it to be determined as soon as 
convenient, and offering my sentiments thereon, will not, I 
hope, be thought presumptuous. My duty to you, myself, 
and the Company I have the honour to command, urge me 
thereto: to you, Sir, that you be properly informed; to 
myself and the Company, that in case we be deprived of 
our rights, I shall stand acquitted of remissness. I there- 
fore beg leave to inform you, that my Company is of as 
long standing as Captain Rutgers's commission — that is, 
about three years ; that his Company does not consist of 
half my number; that mine was always styled the First 
Company, and, until now, was the only Artillery Compa- 
ny ; and that it has been kept up with great expense and 
industry, for the service of this Country; which good inten- 
tion, I fear, will be defeated, should it lose that rank which 
we, with submission, think it justly entitled to — of remaining 
the First Company. The event, Sir, I have some cause to 
apprehend, from Captain Rutgers receiving an order for 
two pieces of cannon, whilst 1, with a much larger and dis- 
ciplined Company, have received but one; and am, there- 
fore, disappointed in my early repeated applications to your 
honourable body, in the promise I had of being first sup- 
plied, and the pains I took to forward the casting them. 

" I am, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Samuel Tudoii. 
"To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq." 

Ordered, That Mr. Clarkson, Mr. Thomas Smith, and 
Mr. Morris, be a Committee to inquire into the pretensions 
of Captain Rutgers and Captain Tudor, and their respective 
Companies, and report their opinion with respect to the 
rank of those gentlemen and their Companies. 

A draught of Instructions to the Superintendents at the 
Fortifications in the Highlands, respecting vessels passing 
the said Fortifications, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 19, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are favoured with yours of the 15th 
instant, and are pleased with your activity in forwarding 
the fort and works under your charge in the Highlands. To 
obviate all disputes relative to your conduct, it is our desire 
that you would dispense with the ceremony of vessels low- 
ering their peak as they pass the fort ; we think it cannot 
answer the purpose of detecting the foe ; and that for the 
future you would observe the following rules: 

1st. In general, we do not apprehend any danger can 
arise from vessels coming from the northward. You may, 
therefore, let them pass unmolested, unless you shall have 
evidence, on oath, or a certificate from some Committee, 
previously given, that they are intended to supply the 
Ministerial Army or Navy with succours or necessaries ; in 
which case, you are to detain them until you can give the 
Congress or the Committee of Safety notice thereof, to- 
gether with such evidence or certificate, and receive their 
orders. 
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2d. You will permit all vessels from the southward to 
pass by unmolested, unless you shall have good reason to 
suspect that they are prosecuting designs inimical to the 
general cause ; and in such case, you will prevent them 
from proceeding, until you shall be satisfied that they have 
no such designs. 

3d, We recommend it to the Superintendents of the 
fort, and also to the inhabitants of the Colony, by their 
general conduct to use their endeavours to cultivate a good 
understanding with each other; being confident that the 
Superintendents will not permit those employed under 
them to use illiberal language to persons navigating the 
river, and that they will, in the exercise of their office, give 
as little trouble to the inhabitants of the Colony as is 
possible. 

We are, respectfully, Gentlemen, your very humble ser- 
vants. By order : 

To the Commissioners at the Fortifications in the High- 
lands. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That Timothy Doughty, and all the other 
prisoners now in the Jail, by order of the Committee of 
Safety, be brought down before the Congress to-morrow 
morning to be heard ; and that Colonel McDougall be 
requested to furnish a sufficient Guard for that purpose. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Proceedings 
of the Committee of Safety on the 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 
14th, and part of the 15th days of September last; and 
on reading that part of the Minutes of the Committee of 
Safety which relates to John Cornell and George Nichol- 
son, 

Resolved, unanimously, That John Cornell be at liberty 
to prosecute George, Nicholson, or any other person he 
thinks proper, for a certain Horse said to be let to the said 
George Nicholson, or for the Hire of the said Horse. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the residue of the 
Minutes of the Proceedings of the said Committee of 
Safety, as far as the end of their Proceedings on the morn- 
ing of the said loth day of September last. 

A Letter from the Committee of Newport, dated Octo- 
ber 12th, and signed by Samuel Dyer, Chairman pro tem- 
pore, was read, setting forth the distresses of the said Town, 
through the want of Bread, and praying that Captain John 
Andrews and Mr. Nathan Beebee may be permitted to 
purchase a load of Flour, for the use of the inhabitants of 
the said Town of Newport. 

Ordered, That Captain John Andrews and Mr. Na- 
than Beebee be allowed to purchase and lade on board of 
their vessel a cargo of Flour, for the use of the inhabitants 
of the Town of Newport, upon condition that the said 
John Andrews and Nathan Beebee do deliver a manifest 
of the said Flour to the Secretary of this Congress, and 
within three months return to the said Secretary a certifi- 
cate from the Chairman of the Committee of Newport, that 
the said Flour was reported to and under the direction of 
the said Committee, (the dangers of the seas and seizures 
excepted ;) and if the said John Andrews and Nathan 
Beebee do not comply with the condition aforesaid, that 
then they shall be deemed guilty of an infringement of the 
Resolution of this Congress, and enemies to this Country. 

The Congress then adjourned until nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning. 

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A. M., October 20, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Conti- 
nental Congress, dated Philadelphia, the 16th instant, 
was read, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, October 1G, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Four of your Delegates being absent on 
publick business, and another detained by ill health, we 
are at present reduced to five, less than which number are 
insufficient to form a representation ; so that in case of sick- 
ness, or the necessary absence of any one of us, our Pro- 
vince remains unrepresented. 

"We submit it, therefore, to your consideration, whether 
Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 82 



a delegation of the power to three, when the rest are ab- 
sent, would not be advantageous to the Colony. 

" We beg leave to be favoured with your answer to this 
as soon as possible ; and have the honour to be, with the 
greatest respect, your most obedient humble servants, 
" James Duane, 
" John Alsop, 
" Rob't R. Livingston, Jr., 
" Henry Wisner, 
" John Jay. 

"The Hon. the Provincial Congress of New-York.'" 

A draught of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony 
at Continental Congress was read and approved of, and 
is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 20, 1775. 
Gentlemen : Although we do much regret the chanca 
which you mention, that our Colony may perhaps be un- 
represented, yet it is our misfortune to conceive ourselves 
incapable of complying with the mode you have pointed 
out to prevent this untoward circumstance. Although we 
should not hesitate to confer the important trust with which 
you are invested upon five gentlemen, or any three of that 
five, upon the supposition that it was now a question to 
nominate our trustees de novo, and although we have no 
apprehensions but that five such gentlemen might at once 
be named from among those who now represent us, yet 
when we consider that twelve were originally designated, 
of whom five to be a quorum, we necessarily supposed 
that this last number was particularly pointed out with a 
general view to the several members, and in the confidence 
that every five of them would be amply sufficient for that 
beneficial purpose. We cannot pretend, therefore, to lessen 
that number, unless indeed upon the most cogent necessity, 
and perhaps not then. 

We are, with great respect, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient and humble servants. By order: 

To the New-York Delegates in Continental Congress. 

P. S. We should be glad to be informed of the deter- 
mination of Congress on the application lately made by us 
with relation to the commerce of this City. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Hon. Robert R. Living- 
ston, in answer to his of the 9th instant, was read and ap- 
proved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 20, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 9th instant has been laid before 
our Congress. They are happy to learn that one thousand 
and twenty pounds of very good powder has been made 
and sent up to Albany, out of the wet powder sent you for 
that purpose. With regard to the two hundred pounds of 
powder sent to the Committee at Albany, the Congress 
think it highly reasonable that you should receive twenty- 
five Pounds per hundred weight for it, the same as you <*et 
from other purchasers at your mill; and you will, besides, be 
entitled to the premium of five Pounds per hundred weight, 
agreeable to the resolution of this Congress of the 9th of 
June last, for all powder which you have manufactured or 
shall manufacture in this Colony within one year from the 
date of the said resolution. The nine hundred pounds of 
saltpetre sent from Connecticut, by Mr. Hamlin, and the 
four hundred pounds from the Committee at Albany, you 
will be pleased to have worked up, and kept at your mill 
until further orders, for the use of this Colony. The Con- 
gress cheerfully agree to your proposal of being allowed 
the same price for manufacturing it as is given to the pow- 
der makers in Pennsylvania. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your very humble servants. 
By order: 

To the Hon. Robert R. Livingston. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A Letter from Mr. John Berrien, dated this day, was 
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

" New-York, October 20, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : The Commissioners; "at the post have 
wrote me that they are in want of a sum of money to answer 
the demands of the country workmen and labourers, and to 
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pay for sundry supplies from that quarter. I would sub- 
mit it to your wisdom, whether it would not be proper to 
order them supplied with two or three hundred Pounds for 
these purposes, as the transmission of orders drawn in their 
favour by the Commissioners is attended with many incon- 
veniences to them, and may, in its consequence, obstruct 
the publick business. 

" I am, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your obe- 
dient humble servant, ., T -r> T 

' "John Berrien. 

" To the Honourable Provincial Congress." 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Living- 
ston, Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this 
Colony, do advance to Mr. John Berrien, one of the Com- 
missioners for erecting the Fortifications on the banks of 
Hudson's River, in the Highlands, the sum of two hun- 
dred Pounds, for the purpose of enabling the said Com- 
missioners to pay off the demands of the country workmen 
and labourers at the said Fortifications; and that Mr. Liv- 
ingston take Mr. Berrien's receipt for the same. 

A Letter from Colonel Goose Van Schaick, of the 15th 
instant, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

" Albany, October 15, 1775. 

"Sir: Agreeable to General Schuyler's orders to me, 
I send down Sergeant Neill McFall, of the Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment, and William Efphinston, both taken in Cana- 
da. These prisoners will be delivered you by Thomas 
Batts, Sergeant in the Connecticut troops ; hope he will 
deliver them safe to your custody. 

" I am, with perfect esteem, your most obedient and 
humble servant, Goose Van Schaick. 

" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Pro- 
vincial Congress in New-York." 

Neill McFall and William Elphinston were called in 
and examined. And thereupon Neill McFall, a Sergeant 
in the Twenty-Sixth Regiment of Foot, a prisoner taken 
in the Colony of Canada, or Province of Quebeck, and 
now in the power of the Provincial Congress at New-York, 
being enlarged on the promise of himself and Thomas Ma- 
son, of the City of New- York, Innholder, his father-in- 
law, given to the Provincial Congress of New- Yor k, that 
he, the said Neill McFall, will not bear arms against the 
American United Colonies, in any manner whatever, during 
the present unhappy controversy between Great Britain 
and the Colonies ; and that he will not give any intelli- 
gence to General Gage, or the British Ministry, or any 
officer in the Ministerial Army or Navy, or any other per- 
son or persons whatever, relative to American affairs, until 
the said controversy shall be determined; and that he will, 
on demand, deliver himself up a prisoner to the Provincial 
Congress or Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- 
York: 

It is therefore recommended to all persons, that the said 
Neill McFall be permitted to remain peaceable and un- 
molested in the City of New- York. 

By order: Nath'l Woodhtjll, Pres't. 

Attest : John McKesson, Sec'y. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be signed by the Presi- 
dent, and countersigned by one of the Secretaries, and de- 
livered to the said Neill McFall. 

William Elphinston, Jun., was informed that his former 
conduct did not entitle him to the like treatment or favour 
as Neill McFall; because, that when he was taken by 
Colonel Arnold, and liberated, he had entered a second 
time into the Ministerial service. But this Congress have 
such a high sense of liberty, that they determine to per- 
mit him to go at large on the like engagement, of himself 
and of his father here present, as that given by Neill McFall 
and Thomas Mason. Thereupon, the said William El- 
phinston, Junior, and William Elphinston, his father, did 
promise and engage to this Congress, that the said Wil- 
liam Elphinston, Junior, will not bear arms, or serve in 
any other manner, against the American United Colonies, 
in any manner whatever, during the present unhappy con- 
troversy between Great Britain and the Colonies ; and 
that he will not give any intelligence to General Gage, or 
the British Ministry, or any officer in the Ministerial Army 
or Navy, or any other person or persons whatever, relative 
to American affairs, until the said controversy shall be 



determined. Thereupon, the said William Elphinston, 
Jun., was discharged, and informed that he might go to 
sea in the merchant service, or pursue any business for his 
support. 

In pursuance of the Order of yesterday, Timothy 
Doughty, a prisoner, being brought to the door, was 
called in. The letter from the Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Dutchess County, and all the affidavits and proofs 
against the said Timothy Doughty, were read in his pre- 
sence ; and the said Timothy Doughty, who declined a 
trial by the Committee of the County where he resides, 
and put himself, as to all the charges against him, on this 
Congress, was fully heard in his denial of the charges 
against him and his defence, and ordered to withdraw; 
and the Congress came to a determination thereon, in the 
words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 20, 1775. 

The Congress having taken the case of Timothy Dough- 
ty, now a prisoner before them, into their serious consi- 
deration, do determine, that notwithstanding his constant 
denial of the matters laid to his charge, they are of opin- 
ion, that the said Timothy Doughty hath formerly enter- 
tained designs and opinions inimical to the great cause of 
American liberty, and been a principal instigator of the 
disturbances which have of late prevailed in the County 
of Dutchess, and that therefore he hath merited the hard- 
ships and sufferings which he hath sustained during his im- 
prisonment. Nevertheless, as he did continue in prison 
when he had an opportunity to escape, and did voluntarily 
repose himself upon the equity of this Congress, and hath 
further promised that he will for the future demean him- 
self in a peaceable and orderly manner, the Congress do 
resolve to acquit the said Timothy Doughty from any fur- 
ther punishment, and recommend it to their constituents to 
receive him again as a member of the community. 

The said Timothy Doughty was thereupon called in, 
and the determination of the Congress read to him, and, 
by order of Congress, a certified copy thereof was deliver- 
ed to him; and he was thereupon discharged. 

Ordered, That another certified copy thereof be de- 
livered to the Chairman of the Committee of Dutchess 
County. 

Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenius, as Commissary of 
this Congress, be requested, with all possible despatch, to 
procure, for the use of this Colony, the following Intrench- 
ing Tools, viz: 100 Spades, 400 Pick-Axes, 300 Bill- 
Hooks, and 500 Falling-Axes; and that he have each of 
them marked C. N. 

A draught of a Letter to the President of the Continen- 
tal Congress was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New.York, October 20, 1775. 

Sir: Over and above the necessary expenditures, by- 
reason of the different services recommended to us, we are 
in advance to the general concern for moneys paid to the 
troops, and also for provisions and other necessaries for- 
warded by the order of the Continental Generals, and tents 
furnished to the troops under the command of General 
Woosier and General Hinman, and many other expendi- 
tures, which several articles, in the departments of the 
Paymasters and Commissioners, amount, in the whole, to a 
very considerable proportion of the moneys sent us by your 
body. We have now not above five thousand dollars re- 
maining, and are continually called upon for cash, on seve- 
ral occasions interesting to the service. We beg, therefore, 
that you will forward us money by the first opportunity; 
the necessity of which, we doubt not, will be immediately 
perceived. We shall, as soon as possible, lay before the 
Commissioners, Paymasters, &c, our accounts, and send 
duplicates to the Congress, in order to check the drafts 
which they may make; and, in the interim, pray your 
advice, whether those gentlemen are to repay unto us the 
moneys advanced in their departments. 

We are, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient and 
humble servants. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, President of the Continental 
Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 
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Colonel Hardenbergh, from Ulster County, applied to 
this Congress relative to sundry disputes and controversies 
about the Elections and Commissions of the Militia Offi- 
cers of Ulster County. 

Ordered, That the Returns and Papers relating thereto 
be delivered to Colonel Hardenbergh; and that the Mem- 
bers of Ulster and Queen's Counties be a Committee to 
examine into the said disputes and controversies, and to 
report thereon to the Congress. 

Mr. Jonathan Lawrence, of the City of New-York, 
being highly recommended to this Congress for his great 
vigilance, activity, care, prudence, skill, management, and 
unremitted industry, as a proper person for a Commission- 
er to carry on and forward, with the utmost despatch and 
vigour, the Fortifications erecting on the banks of Hudson's 
River, in the Highlands, in this Colony, and that he is 
cheerfully willing to undertake that service, 

Ordered, That the said Jonathan Lawrence be appoint- 
ed a Commissioner for that purpose, in the stead and to 
supply the place of Mr. John Hanson, whose private 
affairs have obliged him to decline that service. 

The Congress adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow 
morning. 

Die Sabbati, 9 ho. A. M., October 21, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 
Mr. Samuel Patridge, by direction of a Member, attend- 
ing at the door, was called in and examined. He says 
that he applied to Isaac Garrison to cart ore for him, 
which he declined, because he was engaged in cutting tim- 
ber for the fort ; that Garrison informed him that he was 
allowed twelve Shillings for each piece for cutting said tim- 
ber; that each piece of timber was fourteen feet long, and, 
as he understood, eight inches square ; that Garrison told 
him that the farthest load to cart did not exceed half a 
mile; that the said Garrison lives at Pooploop's Kill; that 
he, the examinant, told said Garrison that he could cart 
eight loads a day, and Garrison answered, he did not know 
but he could, if he had good luck ; that the roads there 
are very bad, and that it is his opinion that two such sticks 
of logs, on those roads, will be a load for a team. 

Ordered, That a copy of this Information be given to 
Mr. Berrien, that he may make inquiry, lest the said Isaac 
Garrison should attempt to impose on the Commissioners. 

Ordered, That Mr. Peter Vergercau be appointed an 
Ensign in Captain Lrdgers's Company, in the First Regi- 
ment of New-York Forces; and that his commission be 
dated at the time he entered into the service. 

Mordecai Lester having, through a Member, applied to 
this Congress for liberty to attend and be heard concern- 
ing matters alleged against him, 

Ordered, That the said Mordecai Lester appear before 
this Congress, on Thursday, the 26th instant : and that 
no person hinder or molest him during his journey to or 
continuance in this City. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Proceedings 
of the Committee of Safety on the afternoon of the 15th 
day of September last. On reading the Order appointing 
Jacobus Van Zandt, Lewis Pintard, and Henry Remsen, 
a Committee for the purposes therein mentioned, and to 
furnish them with four thousand Pounds, the Congress 
requested information what was done with the money, and 
what contract was made for importing the article mention- 
ed in that Order. 

The Congress was then informed by Mr. Van Zandt, 
that the four thousand Pounds is sent out on the account 
and risk of the Provincial Congress, and whatever profits 
arise on said goods the Congress are to have the benefit of; 
that a vessel is chartered by Messrs. Jacobus Vqn Zandt, 
Henry Remsen, and Lewis Pintard, to go to sundry places 
to obtain those goods for the sum of five hundred and fifty 
Pounds sterling, payable on delivery of the said goods in 
any place within particular limits for that purpose men- 
tioned in the charter-party; but that in case of her being 
seized or taken on her voyage, the owner of the vessel is 
to receive three hundred Pounds sterling for her; that the 
vessel is to lay forty working days to receive her cargo, after 
which she is to receive forty Shillings sterling per day de- 



murrage; that whatever room may be in the vessel after the 
goods ordered by the freighters for the benefit of this Con- 
gress are laded on board, the owner or owners of the ves- 
sel have the liberty to fill up with any goods on their own 
account, without any deduction from the freight agreed for. 
The Congress having received the above Information, 
approve of the Proceedings of the Committee of Safety 
therein, and direct that an entry be made, that the Congress 
does approve of the contract made by Messrs. Jacobus 
Van Zandt, Lewis Pintard, and Henry Remsen, on be- 
half of the Congress; and that, in the opinion of this Con- 
gress, the said contract is a judicious, good contract, and 
on behalf of the Congress. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the residue of the 
Proceedings of the Committee of Safety on the said 15th 
day of September last. 

The Congress then adjourned to Tuesday, the 24th in- 
stant, at nine o'clock in the morning. 

Die Mortis, 9 ho. A. M., October 24, 1775. 
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, &c. 

A Letter from the President of the Continental Con- 
gress, of the 17th instant, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, October 17, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : As the Congress apprehend there may 
be a design of an attack upon Neiv-Yorlc, I am directed by 
them to desire you will give directions for the immediate 
removal of all the sulphur now in the City of New-York, 
to a place of greater safety, at a distance from the City ; 
and you will please to inform Congress to what place you 
have ordered it. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 

"To the President and Members of the Convention at 

New- York." 

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenius, as 
Commissary of this Congress, be requested immediately 
to purchase any quantity of Sulphur and Brimstone, not 
exceeding twenty tons, (except about two tons for the use 
of vessels,) agreeable to the Resolution of this Congress 
of the 17th instant, and that he forward the same with all 
possible despatch up Hudson's River— one part of it to be 
placed in such place of safety, under the care of the Com-, 
mittee of Rhinebeck Precinct, as the said Committee shall 
think fit ; and the other half of it to be placed under the 
care of the Committee at Walkill Precinct, in Ulster Coun- 
ty, whereof Henry Wisner, Jun., Esq., is Chairman. 

A certified copy of a Resolution of the Continental 
Congress, relating to some Saltpetre lately removed from 
Turtle-Bay, was read and filed, and is in the words fol- 

l0Wi °S' t0 Wlt : » In Congress, October 16, 1775. 

"Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to all per- 
sons who are possessed of the Saltpetre lately removed 
from Turtle-Bay, on the Island of New-York, forthwith 
to send the same to the President of the Convention of 
New- York, to be manufactured into Gunpowder, for the 
use of the Continental Army." 

On motion of Colonel McDougall, seconded by Mr. 
Gilbert Livingston, 

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision for 
the expense of the Delegates of this Colony, who have 
represented it, and now represent it in the Continental 
Congress. 

And Ordered, That Mr. Hobart, Colonel Lispenard, 
Mr. Cortelyou, Mr. Abraham Yates, Jun., Colonel Har- 
denbergh, and Mr. Gilbert Livingston, be a Committee to 
consider thereof, and report thereon to this Congress with 
all convenient speed. 

Colonel McDougall, and some other Members, informed 
the Congress that Gunpowder is now to be obtained in 
the West-Indies. r - :trr 

Ordered, That Mr. Low, Mr. Va^jderbilt, and Mr. 
Roosevelt, be a Committee to make inquiry, and plan a 
proper voyage for the Pilot- Boat the Bishop of Llandaff, 
and report thereon to this Congress with all convenient 
speed. 
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Washington 



was 
following, to 



A draught of a Letter to General 
read and approved of, and is in the words 

W1 ' In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 24, 1775. 

Sir: We were honoured by the receipt of your Ex- 
cellency's favour of the 13th instant, on the 18th. We 
beg leave to return our sincere thanks for the kind at- 
tention you shew to this Colony, on apprizing us of the 
dangers wherewith we are threatened, and are happy to 
find°that the expedition of our foes was not intended against 
this City. 

We take the liberty to inform your Excellency, that 
three deserters from the corps of the riflemen in your 
camp are now confined in the common jail of Ulster Coun- 
ty, at Kingston; and notwithstanding that the Committees 
of that Town and of New- Wind sot Precinct have written 
to the Captains of their respective Companies on that sub- 
ject, yet we are still at a loss how to dispose of them. We 
therefore entreat your Excellency's instructions on this sub- 
ject ; and beg leave to assure you that we are, with the 
highest respect, your Excellency's most obedient and hum- 
ble servants. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Committee then proceeded to hear the Proceedings 
of the Committee of Safety, on the 16th day of Septem- 
ber last ; and on reading the Resolutions of the Commit- 
tee relating to the impressing of Arms, debates arose 
thereon ; and after some time spent therein, and the Reso- 
lutions read a second time, several Members disapprove of 
the said Resolutions. The question was then put, whether 
the Congress approves or disapproves of the said Resolu- 
tions, and carried in the negative, in manner following, to 
wit : 

For the Negative. 
4 New. York, (Colonel McDou- 2 

gall dissenting,) 2 

2 Tryon, 

2 Richmond, 4 

3 Albany. 

11 

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress disapprove of 
the said Resolutions of the Committee of Safety, on the 
) 6th day of September last, relating to the impressing of 
Arms. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the further Pro- 
ceedings of the Committee of Safety, on the 17th, 18th, 
and on the morning of the 19th days of September last, 
and approved thereof. 

Mr. Low, (seconded by Mr. Marston,) made a motion 
in the words following, to wit : " Mr. President, sundry 
Affidavits having been exhibited, and being now in posses- 
sion of this Congress, relative to the conduct of a certain 
Timothy Doughty, of Dutchess County, and the said 
Doughty having applied, through a Member of this Con- 
gress, for copies of the said Affidavits, I move that copies 
thereof be accordingly furnished to the said Doughty, on 
his paying the Secretaries for their trouble." 

Debates arose on the said motion ; and the question being 
put, whether the said copies shall be furnished by the 
Secretaries, it was carried in the negative, in the manner 
following : , „ 

° For the Negative. 

4 N^w-York, (Messrs. Low, Marston, 
Wel/ster, and Delancy, dissent- 
ing.) 
2 Ulster. 



For the Affirmative. 

Cumberland, 

King's, (Mr. Vanderbili dis- 
senting.) 



2 King's, 
2 Tryon, 

2 Cumberland, 

3 Albany, 



15 



Ordered, therefore, That no copies of the said Affida- 
vits be delivered to the said Timothy Doughty. 

The Congress then adjourned until ten o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Mcrcurii, 10 ho. A. M., October 25, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President. 

A certificate of John Smith and Daniel Tillinghast, 
of the Committee of Safety, in Providence, in the Co- 
lony of Rhode-Island, bearing date the 17th instant, was 
read and filed. They thereby certify that the Provisions 



shipped by Captain Benjamin Lindsay was safe arrived 
there. 

A Letter from John Smith and Daniel Tillinghast, of 
the said Committee of Safety, of Providence, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Providence, October 19, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Application being made to the Commit- 
tee of Safety for this Town, by Messrs. Clark 8f Night- 
ingale, merchants here, for letters of recommendation 
to the Provincial Congress of New- York, requesting 
permission to take on hoard their Sloop Fly, Captain 
Benjamin Lindsay, a quantity of provisions, fee, for the 
use of the Continental Army, we recommend to your 
body, that they would be pleased to grant them liberty 
for taking on board such a quantity of the above goods as 
they may want, as we doubt not but these gentlemen will 
use every precaution for securing it from the enemy, and 
getting it safe here. Your compliance with the above will 

greatly oblige, Gentlemen, .. T 

8 } a ' ' " John Smith, 

" Daniel Tillinohast, 

" Committee of Safety. 

" To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Colony 
of New-York." 

Ordered, That Captain Benjamin Lindsay, on behalf 
of Messrs. Clark §■ Nightingale, Merchants at Provi- 
dence, have permission to lade on board of the Sloop Fly 
a quantity of Provisions for the Continental Army, upon 
condition that the said Benjamin Lindsay do deliver a 
manifest of the said Provisions to one of the Secretaries 
of this Congress, before his departure, and within three 
months return to such Secretary a certificate from the 
Chairman of the Committee, that the said Provisions were 
reported to and under the direction of the said Committee, 
(the dangers of the seas and seizures excepted ;) and if the 
said Benjamin Lindsay does not comply with the condi- 
tion aforesaid, that then he shall be deemed guilty of an 
infringement of the Resolutions of this Congress, and an 
enemy to this Country. 

On motion of Mr. Henry Williams, 

Ordered, That a Commission be issued to William Boe- 
rum, as First Lieutenant of the Troop of Horse in King's 
County, elected by the said corps, instead of Abraham 
Remscn, who has declined ; and that Commissions be is- 
sued to the following gentlemen, promoted by the election 
of said corps, viz: Thomas Everett, Second Lieutenant; 
Jacob Sebring, Jun., Cornet; and Isaac Sebring, Quar- 
termaster. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, of the 14th instant, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Ticonderoga, October 14, 1775. 
"Sir: Your favour of the 6th instant was delivered me 
yesterday. It gives me great satisfaction to learn that you 
have sent me fourteen hundred pounds of powder. It will 
be very welcome, but 1 fear not sufficient, even with seven 
hundred and fifty pounds which is arrived from Albany. If 
more can be procured, I shall hope it will be forwarded 
without delay. 

" My last accounts from St. John's were of the 6th. 
General Montgomery is carrying on his approaches as fast 
as the difficulties he hath to struggle with will permit. 
Every species of artillery stores are in some measure 
wanted. The Canadians are not only friendly, but join 
in considerable numbers, and the garrison of St. John s is 
so completely invested that not the least succours can be 
thrown in of any kind. I hope soon to give you an ac- 
count of the reduction. 

" My disorders have taken such deep root, that I now 
begin to have little hopes of a recovery so as to take an actual 
part in the future operations of the campaign. I hope, 
however, that I shall not be obliged to leave this place, 
unhealthy and unfavourable to my recovery as it is, lest it 
should involve General Montgomery in irremediable in- 
conveniences. 

" I am, Sir, with great respect, your and the Congress's 
most obliged, obedient, and very humble servant, 

"Philip Schuyler. 
"To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President pro tempore 

of the New- York Provincial Congress, at New- York." 
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Ordered, That Mr. Low, Colonel McDougall, Mr. 
Verplanck, and Mr. Brasher, be a Committee to consider 
of and devise ways and means for the safety of the women 
and children in this City, in case of necessity, in obedience 
to the order of the Continental Congress of the . . . day 
of last past, and report thereon with all conveni- 
ent speed. 

The Congress, taking into further consideration their 
Resolutions and recommendations of the 18th instant, 
touching the election of a future Provincial Congress, and 
convinced that many persons interested for the fate of this 
Country, in the present unhappy controversy, may be de- 
prived of the privilege of a representation by the said Re- 
solutions and recommendations, do further recommend that 
all tenants possessed of lands or tenements, within this Co- 
lony, of the value of eighty Pounds, be permitted to vote 
in the said election. 

Colonel Hardenbergh, from the Committee appointed 
yesterday, to consider of a provision to be made for the 
Delegates of this Colony at the Continental Congress, 
and report thereon, delivered in their Report, which was 
read and filed. 

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into considera- 
tion on Friday next. 

An anonymous Letter,* said to be delivered by John 
Suffern to David Pyc, Esq., a member of this House, 
and by him delivered to John Coe, Esquire, a member 
now here, was read and filed. The said Letter informs 
that there is a conspiracy of a great number of people, 
from Haverstraw to Hackensack, to join the King's 
Troops, 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the Committee of 
Haverstraw Precinct was read and approved of, and is 
in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 25, 1775. 

Sir : You will see, by the copy of a letter which you 
have enclosed, that there are apprehensions of a conspi- 
racy having been formed against the Congress and Com- 
mittee. The Congress, therefore, recommend it to your 
Committee, to inquire without delay into the truth of the 
subject-matter of that letter, and report the result thereof 
to them with all convenient speed. They also recom- 
mend that this inquiry be made with as much regularity 
and as little violence as the nature of it will permit. 
To Johannes Blawvelt, Chairman of the Committee of the 

Precinct of Haverstraw. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, together with a copy of the said 
anonymous Letter, delivered to Mr. Coe, to be transmit- 
ted. 

A Letter from Gilbert Drake, Esq., Chairman of the 
Committee of Westchester County, was read and filed. 

A list of Officers, therein enclosed in the said Letter, 
was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Commissions be issued for the Field- 
Officers, and the other Officers of the two Companies of 
Minute-Men therein mentioned, and that blank Commis- 
sions be also sent up to the said Committee for the two 
Companies of Minute-Men in the Manor of Cortlandt. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Proceedings 
of the Committee of Safety, on the afternoon of the 1 9th, 
and on the 20th, 21st, 22d, 23d, 24th, and 25th days of 
September last, and approved thereof. 

The Congress then adjourned until ten o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

* Dear Sir : I, with a trembling hand at the consequences, 1st you 
know what I have heard by the by. There is more than a thousand 
signed a sure writing made and sent by some of the Tories in New. 
York, to disavow of the Congress and Committees. And as soon as 
these troops come in, they are to join the King's Troops, and take up 
the Committees and Congress men, and deliver them up. And they 
are joined and signed from here to Huckensack, and from here to 
Tapon — all in general in this company. My neighbour, John Conte, 
they have mentioned for one of their commissions, and Rynear Quack, 
enbush. Mr. A nderson, of Oldbridge, told me he had found them out last 
night. The Lieutenant of the man-of-war was a whole week at Slot- 
terdam, and the Ministry's tools have liberty to go through the Conn- 
try, and as long as one does, we will never have peace. Unless you dis- 
arm these people, before the soldiery come, you will see such a time as 
you and I have never seen. No powder must be let any man have in 
Town or Country, but what has a certificate from the Committee. 

New-Antrim, October 12, 1775. 



Die Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., October 26, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Nathaniel Woodhvll, Esq., President. 

Mordecai Lester, at his request, being permitted to at- 
tend the Congress, and attending at the door, was ordered 
to be admitted. 

The principal charges against the said Mordecai Lester 
were read to him, and he was heard in his defence, and 
ordered to withdraw. 

A determination on his case was drawn up and agreed 
to, in the words following, to wit: 

The Congress, taking into consideration the proofs exhi- 
bited against Mordecai Lester, Esq., of Dutchess County, 
and having heard what he had to offer in his defence, are of 
the opinion that the said Mordecai Lester hath behaved 
inimical to the liberties of this Country, and thereby ex- 
posed himself to the resentment of the publick. But as the 
said Mordecai Lester bath promised to behave himself in 
a peaceable and orderly manner for the future, and signi- 
fied his desire to return to his family in Dutchess County: 

Resolved, That the said Mordecai Lester be reprimand- 
ed by the President for his past conduct, and discharged ; 
and it is recommended to the inhabitants of this Colony to 
permit the said Mordecai Lester to remain in peace, he 
behaving in a peaceable and orderly manner, and comply- 
ing with such orders and directions as shall be given by 
this or any future Congress of this Colony. 

Ordered, That a certified copy of the determination of 
this Congress be delivered to the said Mordecai Lester. 
And he, being reprimanded from the Chair, was dis- 
charged. 

Ordered, That the Secretaries get a sufficient number of 
the Letters to the Colonels of the Militia printed on good 
paper, and signed by the President. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Proceedings 
of the Committee of Safety, on the 26th, 27th, 28th, and 
on the morning of the 29th days of September last, and 
approved thereof. 

The Congress then adjourned until ten o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., October 27, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 

Nathaniel fVoodhull, Esq., President. 

The Congress proceeded to hear the residue of the 
Minutes of the Committee of Safety; and having read that 
part of the Minutes of the said Committee, to wit : the 
Minutes of the Committee on the 30th of September last, 
which relate to Bernard Romans, and also his Memorial 
since delivered to this Congress — a draught of a Letter to 
the Continental Congress, on that subject, was read and ap- 
proved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 27, 1775. 

Sir : The Committee of Safety, during the recess of the 
Provincial Congress, held a conference with Mr. Bernard 
Romans, and engaged his services as an engineer, in build- 
ing the fortifications on Hudson's River. He objected to 
them, that his pension from the Crown, of about fifty Pounds 
sterling per year, as botanist for one of the Floridas, 
might be taken away when it was known that he had as- 
sisted this Colony, and therefore prayed that he might be 
engaged as an engineer in the Continental service. The 
Committee thereupon promised him the pay of fifty dollars 
per month for the present, and informed him that it was 
probable his services would be wanted. We are not com- 
petent to the perfecting this business, and therefore pray 
that the Congress will make some order in the premises. 
As to the quantum of his pay, if fifty dollars is thought too 
little, the Congress will be pleased to fix upon the sum 
which they think adequate to the duties he has to per- 
form. 

We are, Sir, respectfully, your most obedient and hum- 
ble servants. By order : 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the residue of the 
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Minutes of the Committee of Safety, until the 3d day of 
October instant, included, and approved thereof. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Proceedings 
of the Committee of Safety, on the returns of Militia 
Officers, and the Commissions issued by the Committee. 

On reading the Returns from Orange County, with respect 
to Field-Officers, the following Letter was drawn up and 
approved of, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 27, 1775. 

Sir: The Congress, unwilling to determine the con- 
troversy subsisting among you, relative to the appointment 
of Field-Officers to command the Militia in the south part 
of Orange County, do recommend it to the Committees of 
Haver straw and Orange Precinct to meet together, without 
delay, and, by plurality of voices, nominate the Field-Offi- 
cers for the Regiment to be formed on the south side of the 
Highlands, and send down the return with all possible de- 
spatch, that the commissions may be made out. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

On reading the Returns of Officers recommended by the 
Committee of Try on County, and the Letters from the 
Committee of Kingsland and German Flats, 

Ordered, That Commissions for Field-Officers of that 
District issue to the gentlemen recommended by the Com- 
mittee of that District. 

A Letter from Mr. Nicholas how was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

"New-York, October 27, 1775. 

"Sir: I have received from Mr. Isaac Gouvcmeur, of 
Curapoa, a pair of nine-pound cannon, which he has di- 
rected me to present to the Provincial Congress, for the use 
of this Colony, and to pray your acceptance of them, with 
his best wishes for your happiness and prosperity. Please 
to direct me to whom I shall deliver them. 

" I am, respected Sir, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant, " Nicholas Low. 
" Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., President of the Provin- 
cial Congress, New-York." 

A draught of a Letter to Isaac G ouvcrneur was read 'and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, October 27, 1775. 

Sir: The Congress have received from your agent, 
Mr. Nicholas Low, a pair of nine-pound cannon, sent by 
you as a donation to this Colony. I am directed to return 
you their hearty thanks for them, and to assure you of the 
high sense they have of your attention and regard for the 
welfare of your native Country, and beg you to accept 
their sincere wishes for your happiness and prosperity. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient servants. By order: 
Isaac Gouverncur, Esq., at Cwagoa. 

Ordered, That Mr. John Berrien receive from Mr. 
Nicholas Low the pair of Cannon sent to this Congress as 
a present, by Mr. Isaac Gouverncur, and pass his receipt 
for the same. That he get the initial letters of Mr. Gouver- 
neur's name, and also the letters C. N. Y., marked on the 
said Cannon, and send them forthwith to the fort now 
building in the Highlands. 

A Letter from Mr. John Berrien, with Memorandum 
therein enclosed, were read and filed, and are in the words 
following, to wit : 

"New.Vork, October 27, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I take the liberty to inform you that the 
cash furnished me, by your orders, from the Treasury, is 
expended, and that I am about forty Pounds in advance. 
I have endeavoured to collect the amounts of sundry ac- 
counts against your honourable House, contracted by me 
for use of the fortifications, and find they amount, with 
sundry freights and hire of vessels not yet paid, to near one 
thousand Pounds. I must therefore beg you will enable 
me to discharge these debts already contracted, by furnish- 
ing me with the above sum ; and that, as soon as con- 
venient, or you shall judge necessary, some persons of your 
honourable House be directed to examine my accounts. 

" I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

" John Berrien. 
" To the Honourable the Provincial Congress." 



" Memorandum. — Accounts unpaid : Marsh'*, for shingles, .£78 5.9. ; 
W. Van Zandt's, including smith work, £219 12s. Ad. ; William Ustick, 
for sundries, about £270; Peter T. Curtenius, wheels, shot, stoves, 
about £220; John ^ Jacob Bergen, for bread, £34; William Mal- 
comb, for pork, £20 ; balance due Palmer, hire of sloop since 23J or 
24th of August, £50; sundry freights upwards, and some small ac. 
counts not estimated. Cash in advance, £10." 

William McHard, of Newburyport, produced a certifi- 
cate of the Honourable Governour Trumbull, at New- 
Haven, dated 23d instant, which was a permit to him to 
load any quantity of Flour in New- York, and to bring it 
in a boat or boats to the Sloop Speedwell, Levi Carman 
master, in that Colony, and to put into any harbour in that 
Colony, and depart without molestation, the embargo not- 
withstanding. 

And the said William McHard requested of this Pro- 
vincial Congress leave to purchase Flour in this Colony, to 
be carried to Newburyport, for the use of the inhabitants 
there, agreeable to the said permit. 

Ordered, That William McHard have permission to 
purchase and transport to Fairfield or Norwalk, or any 
other place in Connecticut, three hundred barrels of Flour, 
or any less quantity, and to convey the same to New- 
buryport, for the use of the inhabitants there, upon condi- 
tion that the said William McHard do deliver a manifest 
of the said Flour to one of the Secretaries of this Congress 
before his departure, and within three months return to 
such Secretary a certificate from the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee at Newburyport aforesaid, that the said Flour was 
reported to and under the direction of the said Committee, 
the dangers of the seas and seizures excepted. And if the 
said William McHard does not comply with the condition 
aforesaid, that then he shall be deemed guilty of an in- 
fringement of the Resolution of this Congress, and an ene- 
my to this Country. 

An application of William Ritchie, bearing date yester- 
day, was read and filed. He thereby informs that the 
people at Dartmouth are in great want of Flour, and re- 
quests permission to carry Flour to Dartmouth, for the use 
of the inhabitants. 

Ordered, That Captain William Ritchie have permis- 
sion to lade and ship a quantity of Flour for Dartmouth, 
in Massachusetts-Bay, upon condition that the said Wil- 
liam Ritchie deliver a manifest of the cargo to one of the 
Secretaries of this Congress before his departure, and with- 
in three months return to such Secretary a certificate from 
the Chairman of the Committee at Dartmouth, that the 
said Flour and cargo was safely landed, and reported to the 
said Committee, the dangers of the seas and seizures ex- 
cepted. And if the said William Ritchie does not comply 
with the conditions aforesaid, that then he shall be deemed 
guilty of an infringement of the Resolution of this Congress, 
and an enemy to this Country. 

[Note. — There were not sufficient Members present to form a quorum 
on the 28th or 29th of October; therefore, those present adjourned until 
ten o'clock on the morning of the 2d day of November next. 

Tiie following Letters and other Proceedings of the Members present 
on the 28th arid 29th have been preserved :] 

Now-York, October 28, 1775. 

Several Members met, but there not being a sufficient 

number present to form a House, the gentlemen present 

prepared the following Letters, the draughts of which are 

on the files, but are not mentioned on the Minutes: 

New- York, October 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen: We are sorry to inform you that, by rea- 
son of the absence of a number of the members, we are 
unable to make a Congress, so as to despatch the publick 
business. Many things are to be done preparatory to our 
dissolution, which must be despatched. We therefore en- 
treat that you would attend on Tuesday next, that we may 
go on with the business. We hope we shall be able to 
finish in three or four clays if we can make a Congress, and 
are your humble servants. By order : 
To Paul Micheau. 

P. S. Pray notify your fellow-Members of this. 
To Orange, Queen's, Richmond, King's. 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 2S, 1775. 

Suspicions having arisen in the minds of many of the 
citizens, that the Congress have received intimations which 
they are ignorant of, that this City will be made a garrison 
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Town, or destroyed, by reason whereof the inhabitants are 
subject to great apprehensions lor their future safety, this 
Congress do therefore conceive it their indispensable duty 
to assure the citizens that they have received no private 
intelligence of any danger; and that, whenever they do, they 
will take the earliest method of informing them of it, that 
the citizens may provide in the best manner they can for 
the security of their families and effects. 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, October 28, 1775. 

Gentlemen : On the 13th instant we requested the 
sense of the Congress, by the first opportunity, whether the 
inhabitants of New- York ought to export their produce to 
the places not interdicted by the Association of the Conti- 
nental Congress last year. This commercial object is of 
the highest importance to the Colony. You will therefore 
pardon our importunity, and favour us with an answer as 
soon as possible. 

We are, most respectfully, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
dient humble servants. By order: 

To the Delegates of the Colony of New- York at Conti- 
nental Congress, Philadelphia. 

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., November 2, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Abraham, Yates, Jun., Esq., was unanimously ap- 
pointed President pro tempore. 

A Letter from Silas Deane, John Adams, and George 
Wythe, of the 1 9th of October, was read and filed, and is 
iu the words following, to wit : 

" Philadelphia, October 19, 1775. 

" Sir: The Continental Congress having been pleased 
to appoint us a Committee for collecting an account of the 
hostilities committed by the Ministerial Troops and Navy 
in America, since list March, with proper evidence of the 
truth of the facts, relating to the number and value of the 
buildings destroyed, and of the vessels inward and outward 
bound seized by them, as nearly as can be ascertained, and 
also the stock taken by them from different parts of the 
Continent, as you may see by the resolve enclosed, we en- 
treat the assistance of the Convention of your Colony in 
this business, that we may be enabled to perform what is 
required of us, in the manner and with the expedition the 
Congress expects. And to that end, that you will be 
pleased to furnish us with the necessary materials, sending 
to us clear, distinct, full, and circumstantial details of the 
hostile and destructive acts, and the captures or seizures, 
and depredations, in your Colony, and accurate estimate of 
the loss and damage, with the solemn examination of wit- 
nesses, and other papers and documents officially authenti- 
cated. 

" We are, Sir, your obedient humble servants, 

" Silas Deane, 
"John Adams, 
" George Wythe. 

" The Hon. Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, and the 

Convention of New- York." 

The Resolution of the Continental Congress of the 18th 
October, therein enclosed, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

" In Congress, October 18, 1775. 

" Resolved, That a just and well authenticated account 
of the hostilities committed by the Ministerial Troops and 
Navy in America, since last March, be collected, with 
proper evidence of the truth of the facts related, the num- 
ber and value of the buildings destroyed by them ; also, 
the number and value of the vessels, inward and outward 
bound, which have been seized by them since that period, 
as near as the number and value can be ascertained ; also, 
the stock taken by them from the different parts of the 
Continent." 

Ordered, That a copy of that Resolve and Letter be 
sent to the Committee of Suffolk County; and that the 
said Committee of Suffolk County do, in the best manner, 
ascertain the damages sustained by the people of that 
County, with all necessary particulars thereof, and with 
proper proofs to support the same; and that the said Com- 
mittee transmit the same to the Provincial Congress of this 
Colony with all convenient despatch. 



Ordered, That a copy of the said Resolve and Letter 
be delivered to the Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the 
Committee of the City of New- York ; and that the said 
Committee do ascertain, in the best manner possible, the 
damages sustained by the people of this City and Coun- 
ty, with all necessary particulars thereof, and with proper 
proofs to support the same ; and that the said Committee 
transmit the same to the Provincial Congress of this Co- 
lony with all convenient despatch. 

A Certificate of Doctor John Jones, of the bad state of 
health of Captain John Norbury, who is a Continental 
prisoner, was read. It is thereby certified, that Captain 
Norbury cannot probably obtain relief in America; and 
Captain Norbury, through a Member, requests leave to go 
to Britain. 

Ordered, That Captain Norbury be informed that he 
may be exchanged for an officer of General Wooster's 
Regiment, now a prisoner on board the Ship Asia; and 
that he have leave to apply to Captain Vandeput for that 
purpose. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, pay to David Clarkson, Esq., the 
sum of two hundred Pounds, to enable him to discharge 
his note to Abraham Lolt, Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, 
for the like sum formerly borrowed by order of this Con- 
gress for the publick service ; and that Mr. Livingston 
take Mr. Clarkson's receipt for the same. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, pay to Henry Glenn, Esq., the sum 
of seven hundred Pounds, to enable him to discharge the 
Note of Abraham Ten Broeck, Esq., given to Abraham 
Lott, Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, for that sum, formerly 
borrowed by the said Ten Broeck of Mr. Lott, by order 
of this Congress, for the publick service ; and that Mr. 
Livingston take Mr. Henry Glenn's receipt for the same; 
and that Mr. Henry Glenn take a receipt of Mr. Lott on 
the said Note. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, pay to Christopher Tappcn, Esq., 
the sum of four hundred and twenty-eight Pounds, to 
enable him to discharge the Note of Egbert Dumond, Esq., 
given to Abraham Lott, Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, 
for that sum formerly borrowed by Mr. Egbert Dumond of 
Mr. Lott, by order of this Congress, for the publick ser- 
vice; and that Mr. Licingston take Mr. Tappen's receipt 
for the same; and that Mr. Tappen take a receipt of Mr. 
Lott on the said Note. 

Mr. Jonathan Laivrence, Chairman of the Committee 
appointed to take into consideration the disputed Elections 
of the Militia Officers of the Districts of New-Paltz and 
Hurley, in Ulster County, reported ; which was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

YourCommittee appointed to take into consideration Let- 
ters from the Committees of the Townships of Hurley and 
New-Paltz, in the County of Ulster, and the Petition of the 
Inhabitants of the said Townships, do report, that it is the 
opinion of this Committee, that the election of officers held 
on the 9th of June last, in the Township of Hurley, and that 
held in the Township of New-Paltz, on the 31st of May 
last, were not agreeable to the Resolution of the Continental 
and this Congress: And in compliance with the pray r er of 
the petitions of the inhabitants of the said Townships, your 
Committee are of opinion, that it should be recommended 
to the Committees that Polls be held, in convenient places, 
in said Townships, for the election of Officers of the Mili- 
tia, agreeable to the directions of this Congress, the time 
and place being first duly notified by the Committees of 
said Townships. And your Committee do further report, 
that as they have been informed a dispute hath arose be- 
tween the inhabitants of two different parts of the Town- 
ship of Hurley, of their rights of nomination of said Officers, 
if the Congress would give it as their opinion that said 
Officers should be elected from the different parts of said 
Township, it would give satisfaction, and again restore 
friendship and unanimity. All which is most humbly sub- 
mitted. By order of the Committee: 

John Lawrence, Chairman. 

Resolved, That the Congress does agree with their 
Committee in the said Report; and that the said Re- 
port stand confirmed. 
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Ordered, That a copy of the said Report and of this 
Resolve he sent to the Committee of Ulster County. 

Ordered, That the Secretaries make out their Accounts, 
at twenty Shillings per diem each, for their services, from the 
commencement of this Congress until the 14th instant, to- 
gether with their respective Accounts of Disbursements, 
and that the same be audited by three of the Auditors; 
and that the same, when audited, be paid by the Treasurer 
of this Congress. 

Ordered, That the Account of Thomas Petit be made 
out at eight Shillings per day, for his services in time past, 
and his future services till the 14th instant, together with 
an account of any disbursements he may have made; and 
that the same be audited by three of the Auditors, that the 
same may be paid by the Treasurer. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, pay to Colonel McDougall the sum 
of six hundred Pounds, to enable him to pay off Captain 
Ledyard's Company to the 1st ultimo, and the Wives and 
Attorneys of the men of his Regiment, and to reimburse 
him for paying the men discharged by General Schuyler 
and the other Commanding Officer at the posts above. 

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea- 
surer of this Congress, pay to Mr. John Berrien, as Com- 
missary for the Commissioners for erecting Fortifications 
on the banks of Hudson's River, in the Highlands, and one 
of the said Commissioners, the sum of twelve hundred 
Pounds, on account, to be applied for the necessary pur- 
poses of erecting the said Fortifications, and discharging 
the debts already contracted or to be contracted thereby; 
and that Mr. Livingston take Mr. Berrien's receipt for the 
same, oh account. 

A Letter from the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., of the 
20th of October, was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

" Philadelphia, October 20, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: A letter appearing in the New-York 
paper of 16th instant, said to be wrote by Governour 
Tryon to the Mayor of New-York, expressing that this 
Congress had recommended it to the Provincial Con- 
gress to seize or take up the officers of that Government, 
and particularly himself, by name, I am directed by the 
Congress to request that you will immediately send them 
a genuine copy of the letter above mentioned, together 
with a copy of any order or proceeding of yours, or of 
the Mayor and Corporation, in consequence of the said 
letter of Governour Tryon. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
"John Hancock, President. 

"Provincial Congress of New- York." 

A Letter from the Continental Congress, of the 26th of 
October, was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

" Philadelphia, October 2G, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: A transport, with two officers and a 
number of marines, having been cast away on the coast of 
New-Jersey, near Brigantine Beach, the Captain, officers, 
and a number of the men, were taken prisoners, and brought 
to this place, where they have been examined by the Com- 
mittee of Safety of this Province. By order of the Con- 
gress, I enclose you a copy of their examination, by which 
you will see the dangerous practices the officers have been 
engaged in, and it is not doubted but you will take effect- 
ual measures to put a stop to them. 

" It is intimated that there is one Grant, in Dutchess 
County, now employed in raising recruits. The Congress 
expect you will inquire into this matter, and, if possible, 
secure the said Grant. 

" It being represented to the Congress that a large quan- 
tity of blankets and shirts remain in the King's stores in 
New-York, the Congress came to the following resolution : 

"' That it be recommended to the Convention of New- 
York immediately to take possession of the said blankets 
and shirts, and forward so many of them as may be neces- 
sary to General Schuyler, for the use of the Army under 
his command.' 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 
" To the Provincial Congress, New- York." 



The Examinations therein mentioned and enclosed were 
also read and filed, and are as follow, to wit: 

"Captain Duncan Campbell says he is a Captain in the 
Army, and was sent out on service ; has a Captain's com- 
mission ; sailed from Boston, 6th instant, for New-York, on 
board a transport ship, which was cast away; was sent only 
to receive such of the King's subjects as choose to join the 
Army at Boston; was asked if he had no emissaries on 
shore to procure men ; said it was a question he did not 
choose to answer; went from New-York about 16th June, 
arrived at Boston about 12th July; was a Lieutenant on 
half-pay since 1774; his commission for a Company wa3 
made out before he went to Boston. He returned to New- 
York, and took to Boston a number of volunteers; that 
there was no particular part of the Country that he ex- 
pected recruits from ; no particular County promised to 
volunteer; this was left till they arrived at Head-Quarters; 
supposed they were to have some grants, as soldiers had 
at conclusion of last war, but never made promises of for- 
feited lands. He belongs to the Seventy-First Regiment; 
there is a Regiment raising, called the Fencible Americans, 
which is the Seventy-Second ; his commission of Captain 
is in the Royal Regiment of Highland Emigrants, dated 
14th June, 1775, at Boston." 

Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant Allen McCIean. His 
Instructions, dated 18th July, 1775, which were produced, 
are as follows : 

" By His Excellency the Hon. Thomas Gage, General 

and Commander-in-Chief of all His Majesty's Forces 

in Nokth-America, fyc, fyc, fyc. 
" To Captain Duncan Campbell and Lieutenant Symes: 

" You are hereby directed to embark on board the Re- 
becca fy Frances, transport, George Hastings master, and 
to proceed as fast as possible to New-York, where you are 
to receive on board your ship such men as may be inclined 
to serve His Majesty; and you are particularly to attend to 
the arrival of ships expected from Scotland, and to procure 
as many men out of them as you possibly can ; and you 
are to do your endeavours not to suffer any of those emi- 
grants to join the Rebels on shore, and to give every en- 
couragement to all the Scotch and other nations that will 
join you. Captain Vandeput, of His Majesty's Ship Asia, 
will give you all the assistance in his power, and with 
whom you will confer when there may be occasion. You 
will continue at New-York as long as the service you are 
upon may require, when you are to return to this place 
with all expedition, bringing as many volunteers with you 
as you can procure. 

" Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, in Boston, 
this eighteenth day of Jul//, 1775. „ „ ^, 

" Ihomas Gage. 

" By his Excellency's command : 

" Samuel Kemble." 

" He says he was not compelled to enter into service, 
but knew he must join one side or the other, or be insulted 
by every person that thought proper. 

" Lieutenant Symes was Surgeon's Mate in the Forty- 
Second ; was now appointed a Lieutenant ; a Lieutenant 
Grant, on half-pay, went with him to Boston; Grant is 
returned, and lives in Dutchess County; the ship was armed 
for defence, as they expected an attack from some armed 
vessels along the coast ; the men were put on board for 
defence ; there were a number of letters, for different per- 
sons, that were destroyed when they struck ; was asked if 
any other vessels or officers were sent on the like errand ; 
said could not answer such questions with propriety. 

" Lieutenant Symes says he has left his commission in 
Boston; was ordered suddenly on board ship; brought no 
papers; was appointed 14th June; commissions for this 
new Regiment made out 13th and 14th June; another 
Regiment is formed, called the Royal Fencible Americans. 
Captain Campbell expected to get recruits at New-York, 
or from vessels coming from Scotland; having seen Grant's 
name among papers, asked about him. 

" Captain Campbell said he was on half-pay, and was to 
have a commission in the Regiment ; he came with the 
Forty-Third Regiment, in the year 1774; part of the re- 
cruits of the Regiment were sent to Halifax; expected 
that Halifax or Quebcck would be Head-Quarters. The 
person with him, named Cameron, was a steerage passen- 
ger; lived a neighbour to Captain Campbell, in Dutchess 
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County. Angus Cameron, of Argyleshire, came to New- 
York Government two years ago; lias no settlement; has 
been in Virginia ; has followed farming since he came ; 
was a drover in Scotland; lived near Captain Campbell's, 
Iq whom he left some money, about fifty Pounds, on inte- 
rest, at New-York ; lent Captain Campbell some money, 
also, about one hundred Pounds; got part of his money 
from Alexander Campbell. 

" Roderick McDonald, examined, says he was enlisted 
at Boston, the beginning of this month of October ; went 
to Boston \n_ Captain Hastings's vessel, in September last. 
Captain Duncan Campbell and Lieutenant Symes were 
coming with them to recruit at New-York ; that in August 
last, Capt. Campbell was at his house, in Dutchess County, 
and told him he was going aboard the Asia, and to come 
to him there. About sixty volunteers went with Captain 
Campbell to Boston; one Foster, a Sergeant, McNeill, 
Conway, and two more of the volunteers, were Provincial 
soldiers — -some in their uniforms; Foster, supposed to be a 
Sergeant in Wooster's Army, came from Milford, New- 
England ; Captain Campbell advised and encouraged him 
to enter into the service. 

" James Neill says he entered the King's service at 
New-York; he met Captain Hastings at New-York, who 
persuaded him. to go aboard his ship, and said he should 
have good encouragement; went aboard; Captain Camp- 
bell there told him, if he would enter into the King's ser- 
vice, he should have two hundred acres of forfeited land, 
fiuht or not fight. 

" Thomas Firm says he went on board a man-of-war at 
Neiv-York ; afterwards Captain Campbell came on board, 
and enlisted him ; promised him two hundred acres of 
laud ; he was not sworn ; did not know Captain Campbell 
before he saw him on board the man-of-war at New-York. 

" David Carsan says he has been in this Country about 
six or seven months; lived at McCollison's, in New-York ; 
heard they wanted men on board the transport ; got put 
on board, and enlisted ; was to have two guineas advance, 
and two hundred acres of land, not in the back parts, but 
cultivated forfeited lands. Was promised by Captain Camp- 
bell and the officers on board. 

" Richard Wilson says he came from England last 
May; was a year at Captain Sadler's ; lived witli Lucas 
and with Smartsmith, in New- York. Galbrcath, a Lieu- 
tenant of the Asia, persuaded him to go on board the 
Asia; went from that ship to the transport; Capt. Camp- 
bell promised him two hundred acres of forfeited lands. 
Captain Campbell was now coming to bring off a number 
of Highlanders that lived near his place in New-York 
Government; heard Captain Campbell and Lieutenant 
Symes, on whom lie waited, talk of it; they expected 
about two hundred men, to come in small parties ; three 
or four men were sent up from the transport before they 
left New- York, one of whom was Rod. McDonald, to en- 
gage the above people, and come back ; could not get 
them down at that time ; Captain Campbell left some peo- 
ple at his plantation, to bring the rest down. 

" Robert Saunderson says he worked along shore at 
Neiv-York, about a twelvemonth ago; was pressed on 
board a man-of-war; carried to Boston; came in the sum- 
mer, in the Mercury, to New- York ; got discharged, in 
order to go to Boston to enlist ; was enlisted by Major 
Small; came with Captain Campbell, in the Rebecca &r 
Frances, to New-York; got a number of men there; carried 
them to Boston, and were now coming back to get more. 

" George Hastings says he is Master of the Ship Re- 
becca ty Frances, of London, owned by James Mather; 
left Boston the 5th of October, bound for New- York, with 
commissioned officers, Captain Duncan Campbell, Lieu- 
tenant Symes, two Sergeants, named Hugh Morrison and 
William Foster, and twenty-one privates, belonging to a 
Regiment raising in America ; that he understood they 
were coming to New-York, for the purpose of recruiting; 
that there sailed with him the Fowey, a twenty-gun ship, 
and one transport, bound to Halifax ; that last Monday 
morning, before day, the weather being hazy, the said ship 
Rebecca fy Frances struck on the shore at Brigantine 
Beach, where she lies stranded; that Captain Campbell 
parted with him at the beach on Tuesday evening, and, he 
supposes, made the best of his way to New-York, in some 
boat ; did not see him in any boat ; parted with him at his 



tent after dark ; the Lieutenant went away in a small boat, 
with one man, an elderly man, dressed like a fisherman, on 
Tuesday, about noon ; that they ha,d on board sixty mus- 
kets, with bayonets and cartouch-boxes, and two barrels 
and a half of powder, all which were thrown into the sea ; 
that the 20th July last, the said Captain Campbell sailed 
with him from Boston to New- York, and carried between 
fifty and sixty recruits from Neiv-York to Boston; that he 
was chartered two hundred and ninety-three tons burden ; 
that the said Campbell had been in the Forty-Second Re- 
giment ; lived in Dutchess County, New- York ; has a wife 
and children there; that he was not ordered to apply to 
any person in Neiv-York, but to be under the protection 
of the Asia; that Captain Campbell, while the ship lay at 
New-York, remained on board, and frequently sent the 
boat ashore for the recruits that were raised for him ; the 
officers of the Forty-Eighth and Forty-Ninth Regiments 
are going home ; General Gage is going home in a trans- 
port vessel of sixteen guns; no men of war or troops gone 
to Quebeck ; no account of an expedition intended against 
Qucbeck, but talk of one against Halifax; the soldiers 
now brought were some of those enlisted at New-York, 
and carried by Captain Campbell to Boston; has no writ- 
ten instructions; was to be directed by Captain Camp- 
bell." 

A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress, in 
answer to the two last Letters, was read and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New. York, November 2, 1775. 

Sir: Your letters of the 20th and 26th of October did 
not come to hand till Saturday last. For want of a suffi- 
cient number of members to make a Congress, we have 
been obliged to postpone an answer till this time. As to 
Governour Tryon's letter of the 13th, mentioning that the 
Continental Congress had recommended it to us to seize 
the officers of this Government, and particularly himself, 
we are to inform you that no application relative to that 
affair was made to this Congress, nor have we taken any 
part therein. The whole was conducted between the Gov- 
ernour and the Mayor and Corporation of this City. The 
Committee for the City was applied to by the Mayor, and, 
from the best inquiry we are able to make, the whole of 
the correspondence on this subject is contained in the en- 
closed printed sheets. [See 1052, 3, 4.] 

We are sensible of the dangerous practices made use of 
to procure recruits for the Army at Boston, and you may 
rest assured that our best endeavours shall not be wanting 
to frustrate these designs. Proper orders have been given 
for securing Grant, of Dutchess County. 

It is with real concern that we find the Congress have 
recommended it to us to seize the shirts, blankets, and 
sheets, in the King's stores in this City, and flatter our- 
selves they must have been imposed upon relative to this 
matter, or such a recommendation would never have issued. 
We think it our indispensable duty, as well for our own 
justification as for the information of the Congress, to state 
the matter in its true light. 

There were in our lower barracks a number of hospital 
stores, consisting of shirts, blankets, and sheets. Some 
persons, without the knowledge or approbation of this Con- 
gress, in the night time, removed them to the house of our 
Commissary, who the next morning informed us of this 
transaction. Upon inquiry from him, we found the whole 
number of blankets did not exceed one hundred and fifty; 
some of them had been used in the Hospital, and the rest 
were destroyed by the moth. As to the shirts, we have 
not been able to ascertain the number, though the object 
is of very inconsiderable value. From this state of facts, 
the Congress thought proper to order these things to be 
returned, and, among other, for the following reasons: 

1st. Because the stores had been taken away without 
the order or knowledge of the Congress, who ought to 
have been made acquainted with the transaction ; which, 
in its consequences, might endanger the lives and proper- 
ties of the inhabitants of this City. 

2d. For that the stores were, at that time, entirely in 
our power, and more safe than in the custody of our Com- 
missary, as our military watch was kept in the same house 
where the stores were lodged. 

3d. Because, if we had sent the blankets up to the 
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Army, we might, in all probability, have poisoned the 
Northern Army, by sending the small-pox among them. 

And 4th. Because we are not in a situation, without ex- 
posing the lives and properties of the inhabitants of this 
City to inevitable destruction, should we attempt to exe- 
cute orders that will bring on a cannonading from the ships 
of war. Our zeal for the publick cause has induced us to 
part with all the powder we have procured for the defence 
of this Colony, and we are sorry to find that there is but 
little prospect of having it replaced. 

We hope these reasons will be satisfactory to the Con- 
gress ; and are your most obedient servants. By order: 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President, &ic. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted, together with the print- 
ed copies therein mentioned. 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at the Con- 
tinental Congress, dated the 26th of October, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, Octoher 26, 1775. 

"Sir: We have the pleasure of enclosing you a resolve, 
passed this day in Congress, which, we hope, will enable 
our Province to provide ammunition with certainty and 
despatch. You will easily perceive the propriety of keeping 
it as secret as the nature of the business will admit, and we 
have particular reasons for wishing that the vessels intend- 
ed for the voyage may be soon despatched. 

"We have declined informing Mr. Fine of the purport 
of this resolve, thinking it more prudent to refer the whole 
to your discretion. It will not be long before you will be 
made acquainted with the sentiments of the Congress re- 
specting the general state of trade. As to a certain neces- 
sary article, it is not, as yet, to be procured here. 

" We are, Sir, with the greatest respect, the Conven- 
tion's and your very humble servants, 

" Rob't R. Livingston, Jun., 
"James Duane, 
" John Jay. 

" To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq." 

A certified copy of a Resolution of the Continental Con- 
gress, therein enclosed, was read and filed, and is in the 
words following, to wit : 

" In Congress, Octoher 26, 1775. 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the several 
Provincial Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils of Safety, 
of the United Colonies, to export to the foreign West-In- 
dies, on account and risk of their respective Colonies, as 
much provision or any other produce, except horned cattle, 
sheep, hogs, and poultry, as they may deem necessary, for 
the importation of arms, ammunition, sulphur, and saltpetre. 

" Extract from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

In pursuance of the said Letter and Resolve, 
Ordered, That Mr. Low, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Vander- 

bilt, or any two of them, be a Committee to treat with Mr. 

Fine, forthe benefit of his contract for obtaining Powder; and 

that they report to this Congress with all convenient speed. 
By a charge from the Chair, this Letter and Resolve to 

be kept secret. 

A Letter from the Hon. John Hancock, President of the 
Continental Congress, dated the 28th October, was read 
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit: 

"Philadelphia, October 28, 1775. 

"Sir: Your letter of the 17th instant has been laid 
before the Congress, and I am directed to acquaint you 
that they approve of your immediately raising a Company 
of Matrosses, to consist of sixty-eight privates. They pre- 
fer that number, as it is the fixed establishment of the Com- 
panies in the Continental service. You will please to 
appoint and forward the list of the officers proper to com- 
mand them, and their commissions shall be made out and 
sent you. The Congress desire you will inform them when 
this Company shall be completed, and they will take under 
consideration your proposal for raising a larger number. 
Enclosed is the resolution of Congress. 

" 1 am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
" John Hancock, President, 
"The President of Congress of New-York." 



The Resolve of Congress of the 28th October, therein 
enclosed, was also read and filed, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

"In Congress, October 28, 1775. 

"Resolved, That a Company of Matrosses, to consist 
of one Captain, one Captain-Lieutenant, a First and Se- 
cond Lieutenant, a Lieutenant-Fireworker, four Sergeants, 
four Corporals, eight Bombardiers, sixty-eight Matrosses, 
one Drummer, and one Fifer, be immediately raised in 
New-York, for the defence of Hudson's River, and to occu- 
py the fortifications now erecting in the Highlands ; and 
that the President write to the Convention of that Pro- 
vince, recommending it to them immediately to raise the 
said Company, and to appoint the proper officers. 

" By order of Congress : 

" John Hancock, President. 

" A true copy from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall, Mr. Van Zandt, 
and Mr. Brasher, be a Committee to arrange the Com- 
pany, and report. 

A Letter from Mr. William Bedlow, of the 30th Octo- 
ber, ultimo, to Mr. Richard Yates, was read and filed, and 
is in the words following, to wit : 

"October 30, 1775. 

"Sir: As the time of the present Congress's duration 
is almost expired, I beg leave, in behalf of myself and the 
other Commissioners appointed by them to superintend the 
building of a fort in the Highlands, to request that you will 
be so kind as to move in the House that the sum to be 
allowed each of us per diem for our services^ may be ascer- 
tained ; and when this is done, please to inform Captain 
John Berrien what the allowance is, as I am to set out for 
the fort to-morrow morning. This will be gratefully ac- 
knowledged by him who is, with esteem, Sir, your humble 

' " William Bedlow. 

" To Mr. Richard Yates, in Congress." 

As the said Fortifications are erecting at a Continental 
charge, and this Congress about dissolution, 

Ordered, That the consideration of Mr. Bedloiv's Let- 
ter be deferred for the present, and referred to the con- 
sideration of the next Provincial Congress. 

A Letter from General Washington, of the 24th of Oc- 
tober, ult., was read and filed, and is in the words following, 
to wit : 

"Camp at Cambridge, October 24, 1775. 

"Sir: The enclosed information being of the highest 
importance, I thought it proper to transmit it to you with 
all despatch. 

" I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

" George Washington. 
"To the Honourable Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President 

of the Provincial Congress, New-York." 

The information therein enclosed was also read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit: 

" Falmouth, Monday, October 1G, 1775. 

" The Canceau, ship of sixteen guns, commanded by 
Captain Mowat, a large ship, schooner, and sloop, armed, 
anchored before the Town. The 17th, at three, P. M., 
they weighed and came up, and anchored within gun- 
shot, and immediately Captain Mowat sent a letter on 
shore to the Town, giving them two hours to move their 
families out, as he had orders to fire the Town. The Town 
immediately chose a Committee of three gentlemen, and 
sent them on board, to know the reason of that Town's 
being set on fire. He returned for answer, that his orders 
were to set tire to all the sea- port Towns between Bos- 
ton and Halifax, and that he expected New-York was 
then burned to ashes. He further said, that when he re- 
ceived orders from the Admiral, he desired that he might 
show some favour to the Town of Falmouth, which the 
Admiral granted, (I suppose as Captain Mowat was under 
particular obligations to some gentlemen at Falmouth, for 
civilities shown him when in captivity amongst them,) and 
which favour was to spare the Town until nine o'clock, 
Wednesday morning, in case we would send him off eight 
small-arms, which the Town immediately did. Wednesday 
morning, being the 18th, the Committee went on board 
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Captain Mowat again, in order to save the Town. He 
said he would save the Town until he heard from the Ad- 
miral, in case we would send off four carriage-guns, deliver 
up all our arms, ammunition, &c, and send four gentlemen 
of the Town as hostages ; which the Town would not do. 
About half past nine, in the morning, he began to fire from 
the four armed vessels, and in five minutes set fire to 
several houses. He continued firing until after dark the 
same day, which destroyed the largest part of the Town. 
He further informed the Committee that he should proceed 
to Portsmouth, and destroy that place also. 

(l The foregoing is as near the facts as I am able to re- 

member, as witness my hand. ., D T 

' } " Pearson Jones. 

" Cambridge, October 24, 1775." 

Another copy of the said information, received via 
Rhode- Island, together with a copy of a Letter from Na- 
thaniel Greene, at Prospect-Hill, to Deputy Governour 
Cooke, was also read and filed. 

A Letter from Ebenezer Hazard, Postmaster, dated the 
31st ult., was read and filed. He thereby informs that he 
has in charge from the Comptroller of the Constitutional 
Post-Office, that the keeper of the ferry across North 
River, charges the post-riders for ferriage, while he suffers 
the rider from the old office to cross gratis ; and that he 
is directed to request the interposition of the authority of 
this Congress in the premises. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hazard be informed that this Con- 
gress does not think proper to interfere at present. 

A long Letter from Benjamin Baker, at Albany, on the 
subject of making Saltpetre, was read and filed. The gen- 
tlemen who are Deputies from Albany, are requested to 
write him an answer, that the Congress does not, at present, 
incline to comply with his proposals. 

The Remonstrance of the Associated Company at Pough- 
keepsie was read and filed. A copy of their Association 
was also read and filed. 

Ordered, That the Commissions to the Officers of that 
Company, as Minute-Men, be delivered to the Secretaries, 
and that new Commissions issue to them as an Associated 
Company; and the said Commissions were issued accord- 
ingly. 

A Letter from William Smith, Esquire, Chairman of a 
meeting of sundry Committees of Towns in which the First 
Regiment in Suffolk County is composed, signed by order 
of the said Committees, was read and filed. He thereby 
informs that Nathan Woodhvll and Edmund Smith, Jun., 
Esquires, respectively declined accepting the offices of First 
and Second Majors of the said Regiment, and that the said 
Committees nominated and recommended Jeffrey Smith, 
Esq., to be First Major, and Jesse Brush, Esq., to be Se- 
cond Major of the said Regiment. 

Ordered, That Commissions issue to those gentlemen, 
respectively, and that their Commissions bear date on the 
27lh ultimo. 

Mr. Joseph Hallett informed the Congress that he has 
more money than will be sufficient to discharge the con- 
tracts he has made on behalf of the Continental Congress, 
and that he will be enabled, in a few days, to close his ac- 
counts, but is desirous to pay the balance in hand to the 
Treasurer. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hallett pay the balance of the money 
in his hands to the Treasurer, and that he take the Trea- 
surer or his Agent's receipt for such sum as shall be so 
returned. 

The Congress then adjourned until ten o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., November 3, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 

Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., President. 

The Return of the Field-Officers of three Regiments 
of the City Militia was read and filed. 

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen. 

Ordered, That Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt and Mr. Joseph 
Hallett be a Committee to purchase Flour, and load the 
Pilot-Boat named the Bishop of Llandaff, and send her to 
such Port as they think best, on the account and risk of 
this Congress, to procure Arms and Ammunition, or either 



that may be obtained, and that they make such contract 
or contracts, in the premises, as they think fit. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated 26th October, 
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" Ticonderoga, October 26, 1775, two o'clock, P. M. 

"Sir: 1 am favoured with an express from General 
Montgomery. The fort and garrison at Chambly, in which 
Major Stopford, of the Royal Fusileers, commanded, has 
surrendered to our troops. One hundred and twenty-four 
barrels of powder, and a considerable quantity of prepared 
ammunition, together with a quantity of provisions, has 
fell into our hands. The reduction of St. John's seems of 
course. We have already sunk their best vessel of force. 
A party of ours, consisting of about five hundred, that were 
stationed at La Prairie, has been attacked, but the assail- 
ants were repulsed with some loss. I hope the success 
which attends and promises to attend the American arms 
will induce a misinformed Ministry to adopt measures to 
bring about a reconciliation. 

" I am, Sir, with the most respectful sentiments, your 
and the Congress's most obedient and very bumble servant. 
"Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., &ic.,&c." 

A draught of a Letter to General Schuyler was read and 
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, November 3, 1775. 

Sir: We received your letter, unsigned, of the 26th 
ult., confirming the important intelligence that the fort and 
garrison at Chambly has surrendered to our troops, with a 
very considerable quantity of provisions and military stores. 
This victory, together with the favourable prospect it 
affords of the acquisition of St. John's, gives us pleasure, 
and we most heartily concur with you in the hopes you 
express, that the success of our arms may induce the Mi- 
nistry to adopt measures of reconciliation. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. By order : 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

The Protest of Francis James, one of the owners of the 
Pilot-Boat Hampden, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That John McKesson, one of the Secretaries, 
draw an Affidavit of Francis James, one of the owners of 
the Pilot-Boat named the Hampden, that the said Boat was 
taken without any collusion. 

A Letter from a Sub-Committee of the Committee of 
Westchester County was read and filed, and is in the words 
following, to wit : 

"White Plains, November 1, 1775. 

"Sir: The Committee of Westchester County having 
been called together upon a request of some of their body, 
upon suspicion of a plot being contrived to carry off several 
of the members, and some others who had showed them- 
selves zealously attached to the liberties of this country, 
Mr. Philip Pinckney, who had given very full information 
to some of the Committee of the plot, and had offered to 
swear to it, provided he was brought by the Committee by 
an appearance of force, and had engaged not to be out of 
the way, upon being sent for by some of the guard attend- 
ing the Committee, was not to be found. Whereupon, 
some of the Committee, by order of the whole, waited 
upon Mr. Pinclcney, who, after refusing to come before the 
Committee, and after a great deal of equivocation, made 
the enclosed affidavit before a Magistrate, which we have 
reason to think is not the whole truth ; for which reasons 
we refer you to Colonel Budd and Mr. Gilbert Horton, 
with whom Mr. Pinckney has conversed. As we are only 
a Sub-Committee, appointed to take the examination of 
Mr. Pinckney, and such other persons as might be neces- 
sary, and to make a report of our proceedings to the honour- 
able the Provincial Congress, we beg leave to request that 
Mr. Pinckney may be sent for, and critically examined by 
the Congress respecting the above matter, and with rela- 
tion to oars being made by the request of Captain Vande- 
put ; and, also, that William Davis, who was employed in 
making the oars, and Sarah Williams, the wife of Isaac 
Williams, of Westchester, may be also sent for and ex- 
amined as a witness respecting them. We also request 
that Mr. William Lounsberry, Isaac Gedney, Jun., and 
three hired men who work at Justice Sutton's, may be 
sent for on account of what Mr. Pinckney has related, 
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though not sworn to, that they, among others, were Mi- 
nute-Men, as he called them ; that they were to be ready, 
at a moment's warning, to take off some persons who were 
the most obnoxious. 

" We would also request, when the others are sent for, 
that the abovementioned Isaac Gedney, Jun., Wm. Nel- 
son, Joshua Boyea, Joshua Ferris, Bartholomew Haines, 
Elijah Haines, William Haines, and John Haines, be also 
taken and brought before the honourable Congress, for 
taking up arms to rescue Elijah Weeks, who was brought 
before the Committee upon a charge against him. Upon 
the charge we would mention the widow Margaret Ged- 
ney, of the White Plains, where they left their arms, Job 
Hadden, of Harrison Precinct, Benjamin Morrell, of New- 
York, and Isaac Sniff en, of Bye-Neck, as witnesses. For 
evidence to the other charges, w y e beg leave to refer you 
to Colonel Budd, and Mr. Gilbert Horton. 

" We would not have troubled the Congress about appre- 
hending the abovenamed persons, but that we look upon 
ourselves at present too weak to do it, without great dan- 
ger; and we beg leave to submit it, whether it be not 
necessary for the security of many amongst us, as well as 
to prevent provisions being conveyed to the Ministerial 
Army, that a guard be placed along the Sound in this 
County. 

" We are, Sir, your most humble servants, 

" Jona. G.Thompson, Micah Townsend, 
" Thomas Thomas, Anthony Miller." 
" Jesse Hunt, 
" To Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Provincial 

Congress in New-York." 

The Affidavit therein mentioned was read and filed, 
and is in the words following, to wit : 
" Westchester County, ss. 

" Personally appeared before me, James Horton, Jun., 
one of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, in and for said 
County, Philip Pinckney, of full age, who deposeth and 
saith, that on Wednesday, the 25th day instant, being in 
company, he heard one say that Godfrey Haines was de- 
termined to have satisfaction on some particular persons, 
and that there was a tender expected to take them off in- 
stantly; and that this deponent was asked if he would assist 
in taking off Judge Thomas privately; and that they were 
determined to have him, if possible ; and that there was a 
person to be in a particular place, to receive him from those 
who took him. ,, D t , 

■.'' " 1 HTLTP 1 INCKNEY. 

'• Taken an.d sworn before me, this 1st day of Novem- 
ber, 1775. ,, T rj t » 
' "James Horton, Jun. 

Ordered, That Colonel Budd and Mr. Gilbert Horton 
be requested to attend this Congress at five o'clock, this 
afternoon. 

Mr. Melancton Smith delivered in an Account of the 
expense of apprehending and transporting to Alban y three 
Deserters from Colonel Holmes's Regiment, who were ap- 
prehended at Poughkeepsie, and sent to Albany. 

Ordered, That a copy of the said Account be transmitted 
to Colonel Holmes, that he may stop the said expenses out 
of the pay of the said Deserters, to prevent the loss of that 
sum, and that he may be enabled to reimburse this Con- 
gress for the same. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to Colonel Holmes was 
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to 
wit: 

In Provincial Congress, Now- York, November 3, 1775. 

Sir: Enclosed is a copy of an account of expenses paid 
to a detachment of the Independent Company at Pough- 
keepsie, for apprehending and conveying to Albany Tho- 
mas Hampton, James Devenport, and Henry May, three 
deserters belonging to Capt. Wynkoop's Company, of your 
Regiment. The Congress request that you will make an 
immediate stoppage in their pay, to reimburse the sum 
paid for that service, that you may account to the Con- 
gress for the same. We are, Sir, Sic. 
Colonel James Holmes. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, together with a certified copy of the 
said Account and of the above Order, transmitted. 

A draught of a Letter to the Continental Congress, 



requesting an aid in Money, was read and approved of, 
and is in the words following, to wi( : 

In Provincial Congress, New-York, November 3, 1775. 

Sir : We are obliged to trouble the Congress once more 
on the subject of cash, as we are apprehensive the publick 
service will suffer greatly, unless we have an immediate 
supply from the Congress. When Mr. Trumbull, the Pay- 
master for the Northern Army, passed through this City, 
we applied to him for a reimbursement of the cash we had 
advanced in his department ; he then informed us, that he 
would pay no money, as General Schuyler had ordered 
him to exchange what money he had into gold and silver, 
and bring the same with him, as it would be wanted in 
Canada. Since this, we have applied to General Schuy- 
ler for a warrant on the Continental Treasurer, but as yet 
we have not received an answer from him, owing, we sup- 
pose, to his indisposition and the hurry of business. 

Our accounts will be made up and transmitted with all 
possible despatch ; but as the publick creditors are press- 
ing, we beg the Congress will pay to our Delegates at 
Philadelphia the sum of fifty thousand Dollars, to enable 
us to discharge the publick debt, for which this Colony will 
be accountable. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants. 

By order of the Congress : 
To the Hon. John Hancock, President of the Honourable 

the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall be directed to cause 
one hundred and fifty barrels of the Gunpowder, now in 
the Magazine, to be made up into Cartridges of different 
sorts, in readiness for the common defence, and that Mr. 
Gabriel W. Ludlow deliver to him or his order the above 
quantity. 

A Petition of Abraham H. Van Vleck, was read and 
filed, and is in the words following, to wit : 

" To the Honourable the Provincial Congress : the Petition 
of Abraham H. Van Vleck most humbly sheweth : 
" That your petitioner, having inadvertently infringed one 
of the Resolves of the honourable the Continental Con- 
gress, and for so doing has made every kind of concession 
and satisfaction in his power, declaring at the same time to 
act in every respect agreeable to the salutary resolves of 
the Congress, your petitioner therefore most humbly en- 
treats your honourable Board to exonerate him, that he 
may make his peace with his countrymen, and have an 
opportunity of proving himself a sincere friend to his coun- 
try. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray ; 
being, with the most profound respect, your most obliged 

humble servant, „ . TI , r , r „ 

"Abraham H. Van Vleck. 

Thereupon, the Congress came to a Resolution in the 
words following, to wit : 

Abraham II. Van Vleck, having been duly convicted by 
the General Committee of Association for the City and 
County of New-York, of having violated a Resolution of 
the Continental Congress, by shipping Provisions to Nan- 
tucket ; and the said Abraham H. Van Vleck, by his Peti- 
tion, having declared his contrition for his offence, and his 
intention for the future to conform to the Resolutions of 
the Congress, and his desire to make his peace with his 
countrymen, and to have an opportunity of proving him- 
self a sincere friend to his Country, 

Besolved, That the said Abraham H. Van Vleck hath 
fully satisfied this Congress of his contrition for his said 
offence, and of his intention for the future to act agreeable 
to the Resolutions of the Congress. 

Resolved, That he be again restored to the favourable 
opinion of his countrymen ; and it is hereby recommended 
that he be no longer considered or treated as an enemy to 
his Country. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be certified by one of 
the Secretaries, and delivered to Mr. Henry Van Vleck, 
to be published. 

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Proceedings 
of the Members met on the 27th and 28th of October 
last, which were all read, because the Congress on each of 
those days wanted one or more Members; and the Congress 
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having fully heard the same, approved thereof, and con- 
firmed the same and every part thereof. 

The Congress then adjourned until five o'clock, in the 
afternoon. 

Die Veneris, 5 ho. F. M. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present : 
Abraham Yates, Esq., President. 

Thomas Pearsall, by order of the Congress, attending 
at the door, was called in and examined, and notes of his 
examination were taken and filed, and are as follows : 

"Thomas Pearsall examined touching raising the price of 
goods : says (hat about six weeks or two months ago, Sam- 
uel Weat, of Norwich, purchased of Robinson &{ Price, of 
this City, for account of Messrs. Christopher Leffenwcll &/■ 
Co., about fifty blankets, at the rate of sixteen Shillings per 
blanket ; that they were striped blankets, of a middling good 
quality and size ; that, from his knowledge of the sterling 
price of such blankets, he supposes they must have cost 
seventy-five or eighty Shillings per piece, of fifteen in a 
piece ; that Robinson fy Price charged the said blankets 
to said Pearsall's account, and that he charged the same to 
Leffenwell fy Co., at the same rate." 

Mr. Peter T. Curtenius attending at the door, was call- 
ed in and examined, and notes of his examination were 
taken and filed, and are as follows : 

" Peter T. Curtenius says that he purchased of Robin- 
son Sf Price, last week, forty-five blankets, for Captain Led- 
yaroVs Company, at the rate of nineteen Shillings and six 
Pence per blanket; that, from the size and quality, he sup- 
poses they cost at three Pounds ten Shillings sterling per 
piece ; that within a fortnight he (Curtenius) supplied blan- 
kets of a better quality to the poor-house, at twelve Shillings 
per blanket. That Robinson &f Price told him they im- 
ported said blankets from Philadelphia, and paid sixteen 
Shillings for them there; that he (Curtenius) bought of 
said Robinson &f Price, for the use of said Company, duf- 
fils, at the rate of eight Shillings per yard, such as he 
bought in the course of a month out of a retail shop at the 
rate of six Shillings and six Shillings and six Pence, and 
in the month of July last, of Mr. HamiUon Young, by 
wholesale, at the rate of five Shillings and six Pence. 
That Robinson &f Price told him the duffils had cost them 
six Shillings and six Pence per yard." 

Colonel Gilbert Budd and Gilbert Morton, from West- 
chester County, attending according to order, were called 
in and examined, and the examination of Gilbert Budd 
was taken in writing and filed, and is as follows, to wit : 

" Gilbert Budd, of Mamaroneck, says that the Tories 
are getting the upper hand of, and threaten them daily, 
and have injured their private property by throwing down 
stone fences and cropping his horses' tails and manes. That 
Philip Pinckney told him, last Sunday, that he was in 
company, on the 25th October last, with a man who told 
him that there would be bad times in Mamaroneck before 
long, and said that some of the people of the place would be 
taken off; that he (Pinckney) asked the man that told him, 
how they were to be taken off; he answered, that they ex- 
pected a tender in the harbour in a few days, and that she 
would send barges on shore, in order to carry the people 
off; that he (Pinckney) further asked the man, where they 
were to be carried to ; he answered, to Gage. Mr. Budd 
told Pinckney that Gage was not there ; he answered, to 
Gage's Army; that Pinckney said he asked the man, who 
the men were, that were to be taken off; that the man in- 
timated to him, that Mr. Gilbert Budd and Mr. Samuel 
Townsend were the men that were to be taken off, and 
that there was another that they would have at all events; 
that Pinckney told Budd, that he asked the man who the 
other man was, that was to be taken off; that the man an- 
swered him, that Judge Thomas was the man, who they 
would have if it cost them the lives of fifty men ; that 
Pinckney told the said Mr. Budd, that there was a num- 
ber of his (Budd's) neighbours, who stood ready to assist 
the tender in order to take them ; that Mr. Budd asked 
Pinckney if he knew who those neighbours were ; he an- 
swered, that one of them was William Lounsberry, and one 
Isaac Gedney, Jun., and all Sutton's men — alluding to some 
hired servants of Sutton's; that Pinckney said he came a s 
a friend, and advised Mr. Budd to keep out of the way ) 



for that he did not think it safe for him to sleep in his 
house one night. Mr. Budd further says, that he heard 
that Godfrey Haines said that he was going to get a par- 
cel of oars made for the man-of-war; that Haines came 
to Mamaroneck, and that the next day Isaac Gedney set 
about making oars ; that they were making (as Budd un- 
derstood) by Haines's order, for Captain Vandeput. Mr. 
Budd says the Tories are equipped and constantly in arms, 
walking about at night, six, eight, and ten at a time. Mr. 
Budd further says, that it is reported that these Tories say 
they are determined to defend themselves, and that if any 
body came to their houses to take away their arms, they 
would fire upon them." 

A charge was then given from the Chair, to keep the 
whole of this matter a secret. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the Committee of 
Westchester was read, and is in the words following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New- York, November 3, 1775. 

Gentlemkn: We received a letter of the 1st instant, 
from a Sub-Committee of your County, relative to the 
conduct of the people of Rye; and the Congress have 
directed me to recommend to your Committee, to make 
an immediate and strict inquiry into the matters to which 
the letter refers, and to take the examinations, on oath, of 
the witnesses ; and if you find satisfactory reasons to sup- 
pose the persons threatened to be in danger, that you take 
the proper means to protect them. Perhaps the binding 
over to the peace such persons as may be strongly sus- 
pected of a design to injure the persons or estates of those 
gentlemen, may be a useful expedient. If any thing after- 
wards shall be thought necessary to be done for their fur- 
ther protection, the Committee will attend to it. If you 
should find the County unable to give the necessary pro- 
tection, you will transmit the examinations to us, that the 
Congress may take such order therein as may be proper. 
The Committee may rest assured that this Congress will 
support the friends of liberty to the utmost of their power. 

We are, Sir, your humble servants. 
To Gilbert Drake, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of 

Westchester County. 

Mr. Melancton Smith moved, and was seconded, that 
that part of the Letter to the Committee of Westchester 
which refers them to the Civil Magistrate be struck out. 

By consent of the Congress, the question was put by 
rising, and carried in the negative — Dr. Graham, Mr. 
Thomas, Mr. Sears, and Mr. Melancton Smith, dissenting. 

Therefore, Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, 
and signed by the President, and transmitted. 

Colonel McDougall informed the Congress, that on re- 
ceipt of the Letters, Examinations, and Resolve or recom- 
mendation of the Continental Congress, relating to Grant, 
of Dutchess County, as the Congress was not sitting, and 
not a probability of their being able to have a House for 
some days, several Members who assembled were of opinion 
that the business iheiein mentioned would not admit of 
delay, had desired Mr. Gilbert Livingston and himself to 
take proper measures to have the said Grant secured, and 
the said recommendations carried into execution. That 
thereupon thoy had wrote a Letter, of which they delivered 
in a draught, in the words following, to wit : 

" New-York, October 29, 1775. 
" Sir : You may remember, before you went out of 
Town, that the transport which went from hence some time 
ago, to Boston, was cast away at Brigantine Inlet, in Jer- 
sey, in returning to this place, and that captain and crew ? , 
as well as Captain Campbell, late of your County, with 
several marines, were taken prisoners and carried to Phi- 
ladelphia, where they were examined before the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania ; which examination was handed 
up to the Continental Congress, from which the enclosed 
extract (No. 1) is made. The Congress, in consequence 
of it, wrote ours upon the subject, an extract of which you 
have herewith, (marked No. 2.) Our Congress being 
adjourned till Tuesday next, and it being uncertain whether 
a Congress will then be made, a number of the Members 
convened, and opened the above letter, and, from the ne- 
cessity of the case, advised us to write you to secure the 
Mr. Grant mentioned in the examination, and all suspicious 
persons about Captain Campbell's house, and examine 
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them touching the enlisting men for the Ministerial Army, 
and transmit the result thereof to our Congress by express. 
As we understand there are several of the Grants in your 
County, we think it will be proper to endeavour to desig- 
nate the Grant herein mentioned from others of that name, 
and that two parties should be sent on this business — one 
to Grant's, and the other to Campbell's house. It will 
prevent suspicion and alarm, if they appoint a place of 
rendezvous near each of those houses, and not go in bodies 
along the road for some distance before they reach the 
houses. It will also ensure success, if those parties, when 
-they get to their respective places of rendezvous, stop all 
the avenues leading to those houses, and prevent any per- 
son getting to them, to give notice of the approach of the 
party. Great care should be taken that no rudeness should 
be offered to the families of any person your party shall 
find it necessary to take. 

" We submit it to you, and the friends of our common 
cause, to determine what number and who will be proper 
to carry the intentions of the Continental Congress into 
execution. 

" We are. Sir, with great truth and regard, your humble 
servants, " Alexander McDougall, 

"Gilbert Livingston. 
" To Zephaniah Piatt, Poughkeepsie." 

The Congress approved of their proceedings, and con- 
firmed the same. 

The Congress then took into consideration the defence- 
less state of the Fortifications on the banks of Hudson's 
River, in the Highlands. Thereupon, 

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall, Captain Grennell, 
and Captain Ledyard, with their Companies, proceed up 
to the said Fortifications immediately, to be and remain 
until Matrosses are raised, or further orders. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to the Continental 
Congress was read and approved, and is in the words fol- 
lowing, to wit : 

In Provincial Congress, New.York, November 3, 1775. 

Sir: As the fort in the Highlands is at present in a de- 
fenceless state, for want of troops, and as it will take some 
time to raise the Company of Matrosses directed by the 
Congress, we have ordered two incomplete Companies, 
now here, of the Continental forces, from which draughts 
have been made, to that post, until the Company of Ma- 
trosses is raised. 

We hope this step will meet with the approbation of 
the Congress; and are, Sir, your humble servants. 

By order of the Congress : 

The Honourable John Hancock, President. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and transmitted. 

A Certificate of Simon Cook and Lewis Delavergne, 
returning the Officers of the Second Minute Company in 
Amenia Precinct, in Dutchess County, was read and filed. 

The Officers returned are: Roswell Kinne, Captain; 
Judah Burton, First Lieutenant; Ebenezer Carter, Second 
Lieutenant ; Andrew Shaw, Ensign. 

Ordered, That the Commissions to those Officers issue ; 
which were issued accordingly. 

The Congress then adjourned until ten o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., November 4, 1775. 

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment. Present: 
Abraham Yates, President. 

Mr. Hallett produced two Bills of Exchange, drawn on 
Colonel Robinson, one of three hundred and fifty Dollars, 
and the other of one hundred and five Dollars, and a Let- 
ter from his Agent at Pensacola, of the 10th September 
last, informing that he took those Bills before he knew of 
the Resolve of Congress against the Bills of Military Offi- 
cers, and cannot make demand for those Bills until they 
are returned protested. Debates arose thereon. 

For paying the Bills. Against paying the Bills. 

3 Albany, 2 Tryon, 2 Dutchess. 
2 Queen's, 2 King's. 

2 Richmond, — 

4 New.York, 15 



Ordered, That the Examinations of P. T. Curtenws 
and Thomas Pearsall be delivered to the Committee of 
the City of New- York ; and that the said Committee be 
requested to call the said persons before them, and make 
proper inquiries therein, and to treat all such persons as 
they find offending against the Continental Resolves, agree- 
able to their demerits. 

Ordered, That any three of the Auditors audit the Ac- 
count of E. W. Kiers, amounting to twenty-seven Pounds 
eleven Shillings and two Pence, that it may be paid by the 
Treasurer. 

And Ordered, That a Letter be wrote to Colonel James 
Clinton, covering a copy of this Account, and requesting 
him to stop the pay of the Deserters therein mentioned, 
and retain the amount thereof out of the pay of the said 
Deserters, to enable him to reimburse the same to this 
Congress, their Treasurer, or order. 

Thereupon, a draught of a Letter to Colonel James 
Clinton was read and approved of, and is in the words 
following, to wit: 

In Provincial Congress, New.York, November 4, 1775. 

Sir: Enclosed is a copy of an account of expenses paid 
and expended for apprehending and conveying to Albany 
thirteen deserters, belonging to Captain Johnston's Com- 
pany, of your Regiment. The Congress request that you 
will make an immediate stoppage in their pay, to reim- 
burse the sum paid for that service, that you may be 
enabled to account to the Congress for the same. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your very humble servants. 
Colonel Clinton. 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed 
by the President, and, together with a certified copy of 
the said Account and the above Order, be transmitted. 

The Affidavit of Francis James, of this day, was read 
and filed. 

Ordered, That Francis James be paid for one-half of the 
Pilot-Boat theHampden, the sum of three hundred Pounds, 
and for one-half of the wages or hire of the said boat, and 
her Mariners, the sum of forty-five Pounds, on his execu- 
ting a proper conveyance for one moiety of the boat, and 
delivering over the papers relating to the said boat to Mr. 
Jacobus Van Zandt, and entering into covenants to Mr. 
Van Zandt, that if any money should be allowed for the 
said boat, or for the service or detention of the said boat, 
while employed in His Majesty's service, that he will pay 
a moiety thereof to Jacobus Van Zandt, and also a cove- 
nant, that if it shall hereafter appear that the said boat 
was taken by collusion or any deceit of the master or 
owners, or either of them, that then he will repay the said 
moneys to the said Jacobus Van Zandt. 

And Ordered, That a copy thereof be a sufficient war- 
rant to Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer 
of this Congress, to pay the said moneys. 

Ordered, That the Pilots of this City do not go on 
board of any Vessels with Troops on board ; but that any 
Pilot who may discover any Vessel with Troops on board 
do immediately give intelligence thereof to this Con- 
gress or to the Committees of the City of New- York, and 
to the Inhabitants, with the utmost expedition ; and that 
Mr. Beekman and Mr. Yates be a Committee to give di- 
rections to the Pilots for that purpose, and direct the Pilots 
to keep this order secret. 

Henry Glenn, Esq., produced to this Congress the Note 
of Abraham Ten Broeck, Esq., dated the 2d of June last, 
to Abraham Lott, Esq., or his order, for the sum of seven 
hundredPounds, with a receipt endorsed thereon for the 
whole amount, received of the said Henry Glenn, dated this 
day, and signed Andrew Lott, Deputy Treasurer. The 
said Note is given to Mr. Glenn, for the use of Abraham 
Ten Broeck. 

Christopher Tappen, Esq., produced to this Congress 
the Note of Egbert Dumond, Esq., dated the 12th °July 
last, to Abraham Lott, Esq.. or his order, for four hundred 
and twenty-eight Pounds, received in an order on the Loan 
Officers of Ulster County, with a receipt endorsed thereon, 
signed by Andrew Lott, Deputy-Treasurer, for the amount 
of the said Note, this day received of the said Christopher 
Tappen. The said Note is given to Mr. Tappen, for the 
use of Egbert Dumond. 
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David Clarlcson, Esq., produced to this Congress his 
Note to Abraham Lott, Esq., Treasurer of this Colony, 
dated the 2d day of June last, for the sum of two hundred 
Pounds, borrowed by order and for the use of this Con- 
gress, and at that time delivered to Dirck Swartz, for the 
publick services, in removing Cannon and Stores from Ticon- 
deroga, and disbursements attending the same. Mr. Clark- 
son also delivered in Swartz's receipt for the said two hun- 
dred Pounds, dated on the said 2d day of June last, which 
is filed with the Secretaries. 

A Letter from the Rev. Samuel Kirklund, recommend- 
ing an Indian, the bearer thereof, for money, was read. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be returned to the bearer, 
and that he be referred to the Continental Commissioners 
for Indian Affairs. 

Captain Hutchinson, Captain of a Company of Minute- 
Men in Havtrstraw Precinct, attending at the door, was 



admitted. He informed that he had formerly taken up 
three Deserters from Captain Robert Johnston's Company, 
who were not then sent up to the Regiment because they 
were sick. That they are now recovered and fit for duty, 
and he requests to be directed what shall be done with 
them. Captain Hutchinson was directed to send them to 
the new Fortifications in the Highlands as soon as he shall 
hear that any Company of the Continental Troops are 
there. 

Ordered, That a proper Shed be built in or near the 
Barracks yard, to deposite the Artillery of the Colony. 

And it is also Ordered, That Mr. Anthony Griffiths 
be, and he is hereby appointed a Commissary, to purchase 
Stores necessary for the Cannon of the two Artillery Com- 
panies, and that he superintend the building of the said 
Shed. 



ADDRESS OF THE BURGH OF KIRKALDY. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 
of the Burgh of Kirkaldy, in Common Council assembled, 
transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His Majesty's 
principal Secretaries of State, and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 

Town Council of the Burgh of Kirkaldy, in Common 

Council assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We beg leave, with all humility, to approach your throne, 
our hearts glowing with zeal for your Majesty's person and 
the honour of Great Britain. 

We see, with the utmost concern, the conduct of your 
Majesty's subjects in America, who, encouraged by daring 
and factious men at home, have proceeded to attempts of 
the most criminal nature, and, with ingratitude equal to 
their folly, rebelled against your Majesty's Government, 
and that State to whose protection they owe the prosperity 
they enjoy. 

We trust that your Majesty, in your wisdom, will take 
the most effectual measures for bringing these infatuated 
people to a true sense of their duty; and we humbly pre- 
sume to assure your Majesty that we will cheerfully join 
your other faithful subjects in supporting your Majesty's 
authority and the supremacy of the British Legislature. 

That your Majesty may long enjoy an uninterrupted 
state of felicity, and reign over a free and happy people, 
is the united and ardent wish of, may it please your Ma- 
jesty, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of your Burgh 
of Kirkaldy. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, the seal 
of the Burgh being affixed. 



and the legislative power of the British Parliament. We 
trust that, by the wisdom of your Majesty's Councils, some 
speedy and effectual means will be devised for reducing 
your infatuated subjects to due obedience ; and we hope 
that they themselves will soon perceive how much they 
have been deluded by the artful misrepresentations of fac- 
tious and designing men. 

Confident that such will be the effects of your Majesty's 
deliberations, allow us, most gracious Sovereign, to in- 
crease the number of loyal subjects who have, at this time 
of tumult, expressed their warm attachment to your Ma- 
jesty's person and family; assuring your Majesty that we 
will, to the utmost of our power, join in supporting your 
lawful authority against all attempts, either foreign or do- 
mestick, to invade your Majesty's rights, or those of the 
British Legislature. 

That your Majesty's reign may be long and prosperous, 
over a free, united, and grateful people, is the constant wish 
and prayer of, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty's 
most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Provost, Magistrates, 
and Town Council of your Borough of Burnt-Island. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, the com- 
mon seal of the Borough being hereto affixed. 

James Townsend Oswald, Provost, 

Burnt-Island, November 1, 1775; 



Kirkaldy, November I, 1775. 



Thomas Mackie, Provost. 



address of the borough of burnt-island. 
Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 
of the Borough of Burnt-Island, in Common Council as- 
sembled, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and presented to 
His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Town Council of the Borough of Burnt-Island, in 
Common Council assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of your Borough 
of Burnt-Island, humbly presume to approach your Ma- 
jesty, acknowledging, with gratitude, the many blessings 
we have enjoyed since your auspicious accession to the 
throne of these Kingdoms. 

Convinced, by our own happiness under your Majesty's 
Government, that your paternal care and protection has 
been also extended to the whole of your Dominions, we 
view with astonishment the conduct of your subjects in 
America, now in arms, to oppose your Majesty's authority 



address of the borough of annan. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Common Coun- 
cil of the Borough of Annan, presented to His Majesty 
by William Douglas, Esq., their Representative in Parlia- 
ment. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 

Common Council of the Borough of Annan . 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Pro- 
vost, Magistrates, and Common Council of the Borough 
of Annan, behold with abhorrence the ungrateful conduct 
of your Majesty's American Colonies, who are aiming to 
throw off their dependance on the Mother Country. 

We humbly request your Majesty's most gracious ac- 
ceptance of this testimony of our affection and attachment 
to your Majesty's person, family, and Government, and 
pray that such measures may be pursued, by the wisdom 
of your Majesty and your Parliament, as may most effect- 
ually restore and support obedience to the laws. 

That your Majesty may long reign over a free and happy 
people, and transmit your extensive Dominions, undivided, 
to your royal issue, to latest posterity, is the ardent wish 
of, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most du- 
tiful and loyal subjects, the Provost, Magistrates, and Com- 
mon Council of the Borough of Annan. 

George Hardie, Provost. 

Annan, November 1, 1775. 

ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF PERTH. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 
of the Royal Borough of Perth, in Common Council as- 
sembled, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His 
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Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and presented to 
His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council of your royal 
Borough of Perth, in Common Council assembled, under 
no influence but the dictates of our own loyalty and affec- 
tion, beg leave to approach your royal presence, and to 
declare our abhorrence of the rebellion in your American 
Colonies, excited by designing men, and, we are sorry to 
add, encouraged by too many at home, against their most 
indulgent Sovereign and the supreme Legislature of the 
British Empire, under whose protection our liberties, both 
religious and civil, have long been uninterruptedly enjoyed, 
and can only in future subsist. 

With hearts full of gratitude for these blessings, we are 
ready, on every occasion, to assist your Majesty, to the ut- 
most of our power, in subjecting your rebellious subjects 
to the obedience they owe their lawful Sovereign and both 
Houses, of Parliament ; and we pray that Almighty God 
may long preserve your Majesty, and direct your Councils 
to maintain our happy Constitution, and defeat the trai- 
torous machinations of all your enemies, foreign and do- 
mestick, designed against your sacred person and Govern- 
ment. 

Signed in our name and presence, and by our appoint- 
ment, at Perth, the 1st of November, 1775, by 

Alexander Simson, Provost. 



STEPHEN M0VLAN TO COLONEL JOSHUA WENTWOIITH. 

Head-Quarters, November 1, 1775. 

Sir: I arrived here last evening, and informed his Ex- 
cellency of your attention and assistance in negotiating the 
transportation of the flour from your port to Ipswich and 
Salem. I have it in command from the General to return 
you his thanks, and at the same time to enclose you his 
instructions to the agents appointed for the armed vessels 
now fitted out, or which hereafter may be fitted out, for 
the publick service. I doubt not you will pay proper atten- 
tion to them, and to any further instructions you may here- 
after receive from Head-Quarters. You have also enclosed 
the lists of provisions necessary to be laid in for one month, 
for fifty men, which is the complement for the schooner 
fitted out to cruise on the coast. Those that are gone out 
to sea have seventy-five men. Your situation is such that, 
except a cruiser takes a prize, I don't apprehend you will 
have many visits from them ; therefore, I am of opinion 
that a few barrels of beef, and a few of pork, with some 
bread, will be sufficient for you to lay in at present. Per- 
haps his Excellency may hereafter think proper to appoint 
a particular vessel for your port. Then it will be necessary 
for you to provide the other articles mentioned in the list. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Stephen Moylan. 

To Colonel Joshua Wentworth, Agent, Portsmouth. 



EPHRAIM BOWEN TO COLONEL REED. 

Plymouth, November 1, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : 1 wrote you on Sunday last from Bris- 
tol, wherein I gave you an account of my proceedings, 
which I hope was agreeable, as 1 made all possible despatch. 
I waited at Taunton until Tuesday noon, when the guns 
arrived. I immediately procured carts, saw them loaded, 
and proceeded to this place, where I arrived this morning, 
and the cannon, &c, afternoon. I have sent, per the 
bearer, the formers for the cartridges ; also, the commission, 
which Captain Wormwell declines taking, as Captain Mar- 
tindale has engaged his First Lieutenant, and Wormwell 
does not choose to go Second ; so you will please to appoint 
a Second Lieutenant in his stead. Captain Martini! ah 
says he wants two bolts of ticklenburgh or osnaburghs, for 
topsails, he, which he desires you will send immediately; 
also, the men, as he can find employment for the most of 
them, and thinks he ought not to have less than eighty. 
There is much more to be done to this vessel than I ex- 
pected, and Captain Martindale seems to be determined to 
have nothing wanting ; so that I fear the expense of fitting 
the vessel will not be very agreeable to the General. 



Captain Coit set sail again yesterday, but unluckily run 
aground again ; but hope to get him off this evening, to sail 
with Captain Manly, who put in here to-day. There are 
ten carriage and ten swivel guns for this vessel, so yon will 
send cartridges accordingly; also, some loose powder, for 
priming, &ic. 

Since writing the foregoing, Captain Coit's schooner has 
got off, and will sail in the morning. Mr. Hoieland, the 
master of Martindale' s vessel, would be glad to have a com- 
mission or warrant, and desires to know the terms he goes 
on. 

I am your humble servant, Ephraim Bowen. 

To Colonel Reed. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO JOHN MANIR. 

Sartigan, November 1, 1775. 

Dear Sir : As I make no doubt of your being hearty 
in the cause of liberty and your Country, I have taken the 
liberty to inform you that I have just arrived here, with a 
large detachment from the American Army. I have several 
times, on my march, wrote you by the Indians, some of 
whom have returned and brought no answer. I am appre- 
hensive they have betrayed me. This will be delivered 
you by , on whose secrecy you may de- 
pend. I beg the favour of you, on receipt of this, to write 
me, by the bearer, the number of troops in Quebeck and 
Montreal; how the French inhabitants stand affected ; if 
any ships of war are at Quebeck, and any other intelligence 
you may judge necessary for me to know. 1 find the in- 
habitants very friendly this way, and make no doubt they 
are the same with you. I hope to see you in Quebeck in 
a few days. In the mean time, I should take it as a par- 
ticular favour if some one or two of my friends would meet 
me on the road, and that you would let me know if the 
enemy are apprized of our coming ; also, the situation that 
General Schuyler is in. 

Your compliance will much oblige, dear Sir, your friend 

and humble servant, „ , 

13. Arnold. 



ADDRESS OF THE HIGH SHERIFF, ETC., OF THE COUNTV 
OF SOUTHAMPTON. 

Address of the Lord Lieutenant, High Sheriff, Knights 
of the Shire, Justices of the Peace, Gentlemen, Clergy, 
and others, Freeholders of the County of Southampton, 
presented to His Majesty by Goodyer St. John, Esquire, 
High Sheriff of the said County. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most faithful and loyal subjects, the 
Lord Lieutenant, High Sheriff, Knights of the Shire, Jus- 
tices of the Peace, Gentlemen, Clergy, and others, Free- 
holders of your County of Southampton, beg leave to ap- 
proach your Majesty, to express our firm and unfeigned 
attachment to your sacred person and Government. 

We acknowledge, with the utmost gratitude, the very- 
many blessings which your people have enjoyed under 
your Majesty's mild and auspicious reign, and we behold, 
with an equal degree of concern and abhorrence, the repose 
of the State disturbed by a part of yom American subjects, 
who have been led, by a spirit of delusion and sedition, 
into such violent proceedings against the legislative autho- 
rity of this Country, as are no less repugnant to their duty 
and allegiance, than subversive of their own interest and 
the general weal of this great and extensive Empire. 

We assure your Majesty that we will, with our lives and 
fortunes, support you in establishing and maintaining the 
authority of the legislation of this Country over every part 
of the British Dominions ; and we most ardently wish that, 
by the wisdom and vigour of your Majesty's councils and 
measures, the present unnatural rebellion may soon be 
suppressed, and that general and permanent tranquillity 
may be restored to your Majesty's people and Government. 
Castle of Winchester, November 9, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF CHESTER. 

Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Sheriffs, 
and Common Council of the City of Chester, presented to 
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His Majesty by Thomas Grosvenor, Esquire, one of their 
Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the Mayor, 
Recorder, Aldermen, Sheriffs, and Common Council of 
your ancient and loyal City of Chester, seeing, with deep 
concern, that those conciliatory measures tendered by your 
Majesty's benignity, with the approbation of the great 
Council of the Nation in the last session of Parliament, to 
your rebellious Colonies in America, have not only failed 
to bring them back to their duty, and to acknowledge the 
supreme power of the British Parliament over them, but 
that, encouraged by the daily publications of factious sub- 
jects at home, in their favour, they have denied that power, 
and made such warlike preparations to resist all attempts 
to enforce it, as plainly show they aim at independency, 
and to bid defiance to that power which first raised and 
hath since supported them — cannot help, therefore, declar- 
ing our abhorrence of proceedings so subversive of all order 
and good government. 

We are convinced, from the experienced clemency of 
your Majesty's Government, that (your Parliament being 
now assembled) if any other measures than those already 
offered, consistent with the honour and dignity of your 
Majesty's crown and Parliament, can even yet be suggest- 
ed to heal the wound given by the American rebellion to 
the British Constitution, your tenderness and affection for 
all your subjects will permit them to be held forth to Ame- 
rica, to close that scene of blood, which, from fatal neces- 
sity, will follow the refusal of the American Provinces to 
return to their obedience. 

We entirely approve the wisdom of Parliament for as- 
suring your Majesty of their firm resolution to grant you 
all such supplies as, with the assistance of Divine Provi- 
dence, may enable you to enforce that duty and allegiance 
which mild and gracious offers have failed to obtain, and 
to which we declare we will, with all cheerfulness, con- 
tribute, till the right and authority of Great Britain, 
over her Colonies, shall be settled on a solid and lasting 
basis. 

Given under our common seal, this second day of No- 
vember, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy-five. 

Thomas Griffith, Mayor. 



duct may meet with their and your Honour's approba- 
G. Bedford, Dep. Muster-Master General. 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Ho- 
nourable the Continental Congress. 



REPORT OF GUNNING BEDFORD, DEPUTY MUSTER-MASTER 
GENERAL OF THE NEW-YORK DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OF THE UNITED COLONIES. 

Philadelphia, November 2, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: I made the best of my way forward, 
according to your Honour's direction, to General Schuyler. 
When 1 arrived at Head-Quarters, (Ticonderoga^) ] re- 
ceived orders from his Excellency the General, to muster 
the troops under his command. The Connecticut troops 
would not suffer me to muster them, for reasons mentioned 
to your Honour in my letter of the 31st August, and sig- 
nified to the Congress by General Schuyler himself. 

Of the New- York troops, I mustered nine Companies 
of the First Regiment, the whole of the Second Regiment, 
the whole of the Third Regiment, and nine Companies of 
the Fourth Regiment. The remaining Company of the 
First Regiment I met on the North River, on my way from 
Albany to New- York; the remaining Company of the 
Fourth Regiment I left at Isle-aux-Noix, when I was 
ordered to return to Ticonderoga. 

I mustered one Company of the Regiment of Green 
Mountain Boys ; the remainder of them passed me on 
Lake Champlain, as did the five Companies of New-Ilamjj- 
shire troops, commanded by Colonel Bedel. 

In order that .those Companies which had escaped me 
should not pass unmustered, General Schuyler thought 
proper that I should appoint an Assistant Deputy Muster- 
Master, 1 have accordingly appointed John McPhcrson, 
Esq., to that office. I then received orders from his Ex- 
cellency General Schuyler to come to the southward, mus- 
ter those troops which had not then gone forward, and 
make my report to the honourable the Continental Con- 
gress. I have now done accordingly, and hope my con- 
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SOLOMON PHELPS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS. 

Cumberland County, New-York, November 2, 1775. 

May it please your Honour : I find the honourable 
Provincial Congress for our Colony of New-York have 
resolved that said Congress shall be dissolved on the 14th 
day of this instant, and that there shall be a new election 
of Representatives through the Colony. This intelligence 
we have in Holt's paper, of October 19th, ult. I have 
showed the said paper to some of the Committee of Safety 
for this County. They think the County ought to have 
some further intelligence from New-York, before they 
proceed to order an election, as is recommended in the 
abovementioned paper. I have told them that it is my 
opinion that the above intelligence is sufficient. Our 
Delegate, Major Williams, has wrote us nothing concerning 
the same. 

I, as one of the Committee of Safety for this County, 
should take it as a great favour, if the County might have 
some further intelligence, to satisfy those gentlemen who 
object, that the said intelligence is not sufficient. If the 
Secretary, or any other gentleman belonging to the Con- 
gress, would send us a letter, concerning a new choice of 
Representatives, I should be exceedingly obliged to them 
for the same. The people in general, among us, want to 
choose new members, and are always ready to adhere 
strictly to the resolves of the honourable the Provincial 
Congress, if they shall be made acquainted with the same. 

Mr. Moses Allen, the post, rides from Hartford (Con- 
necticut) to Northfield, weekly, and brings some New- 
York papers with him. The honourable Congress, sending 
us word in regard to the above particular, would much 
oblige the County, and particularly your Honour's most 

obedient humble servant, e r» 

' Solomon Phelps. 

The Honourable President Livingston. 

CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Thursday, November 2, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
Present : His Honour the Governour, Honourable Depu- 
ty Governour Griswold, Jabez Huntington, Samuel Hun- 
tington, William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah 
Elderkin, Joshua West, Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

A motion by Doctor John Waldo, of Coventry, (and 
recommended by Colonel Jedediah Huntington, he.) Im- 
proved two months, from 14th August to 14th October 
last, as a Doctor, chiefly in said Colonel Huntington's Re- 
giment, when they were very sick, and both the Surgeons' 
Mates also sick, and that he has expended six Pounds in 
said service, for subsistence, &c, and horse ; and moving 
for an allowance, &c; and, on consideration, this Board do 
allow said Doctor Waldo the sum of thirteen Pounds, 
which is four Pounds per month, and five Pounds for said 
expenses, and that an order be drawn accordingly. And 
an order was drawn accordingly, and delivered him. 

Voted, also, An order on the Pay-Table, in favour of 
Mr. David Trumbull, for one hundred Pounds, to be im- 
proved for fixing, stocking, and repairing, &c, about one 
hundred and eighty Gun-Barrels sent from Crown Point 
for the use of the Colony ; said sum to be improved for 
that purpose, and to account for in manner and for the use 
aforesaid. And he having already expended fifty-nine 
Pounds in said service, drew an order accordingly. 

The Brigantine Minerva, an Armed Vessel in the ser- 
vice of this Colony, commanded by Captain Giles Hall, 
having been lately ordered by this Board on a cruise to 
the Northward, on an important enterprise, for the defence 
and safety of this Colony, and the hands on board having 
neglected and refused to obey said orders, said Captain 
Hall and Lieutenant Phillips, of said brig, being notified, 
were present to be inquired of in the premises; and being 
examined, Sic, it appears that all the hands, or Soldiery 
and Marines on board, except about ten or twelve, being 
duly noticed by said orders, utterly declined and refused to 
84 



1331 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, NOVEMBER, i775. 



1332 



obey the same, and perform said cruise, which, through 
their disobedience has wholly failed, &tc. 

It is thereupon considered and resolved by this Board, 
that all said hands, who were guilty of such disobedience, 
be forthwith dismissed and discharged from the service of 
this Colony on board said Brig, in manner and at the dis- 
cretion of the Committee hereafter appointed; and that 
their wages, and title to receive any for former services on 
board the same, be suspended for further consideration. 

Anq this Board do appoint the Honourable Deputy Go- 
yehioflr; (xriswold, Samuel Huntington, and Benjamin 
ffuntington, Esqs., a Committee, as soon as may be, to 
repair to Lyme or Saybrook, or where it shall be necessary, 
to make such further inquiry as they shall think proper 
into the matters aforesaid, and to dismiss and discharge 
said disorderly and disobedient hands, as aforesaid ; and to 
direct, authorize, and empower said Capt. Hall (o enlist and 
retain other men, so many as they shall think proper, instead 
of the men so discharged, for such term as shall, by the 
General Assembly, or the Governour and this Committee, 
be judged necessary, and until discharged or duly dismissed. 

Moved by his Honour, That he expects an Engineer 
from General Washington, to view the circumstances of the 
Harbour, &;c, at New-London and neighbouring places, 
and consider of the most proper places and manner of for- 
tifying the same against our enemies, &c, according to 
Act of Assembly, and that some proper persons may be 
appointed to be with and assist him, Sec. ; and thereupon 
this Board do appoint Colonel Efderkin, and also Major 
Dorr, of Boston, now residing at Norwich, to attend and 
assist in said service, and make report. 

His .Honqur also moved for advice about recommending 
Mr. Moses Cleveland to General Washington, for an offi- 
cer, Sic. And the matter is referred to his Honour's dis- 
cretion. And the meeting dismissed. 

Friday, November 3, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Governour, &c, called specially 
on the receipt of a Letter and request from the Town and 
Committee of New-Haven, received the 2d inst., evening, 
per Mr. Babcock, requesting sundry things to be done, 
made and provided for their safety, occasioned by the 
alarming news of orders to destroy all the sea-port Towns, 
&c, Present, the same gentlemen as yesterday. 

On consideration of the motion and request of the Town 
and Committee of New-Haven, requesting sundry things 
for their defence and safety, as per their Letter signed 
William Grenough, Chairman, received by hand of Mr. 
Babcock, and he being fully heard on the subject-matter 
therein contained, and the matters specially referred to 
him by said Town, this Board do Resolve and Order, 
That twenty men be enlisted by Captain Thompson, in 
addition to the thirty raised and continued there by order 
of the General Assembly at their last session, until the 
1st of December next, and under the same regulations ; and 
that the whole of said men be kept and employed, under 
the command of the said Captain Thompson, in building 
and erecting a proper Breastwork and Battery for defence 
and security against any hostile attack from any of the 
Ministerial Ships, &tc, at a place called Black Rock, on 
the eastern shore of the harbour or channel leading up 
to said New-Haven, said works to be constructed under 
the directions of a Committee to be appointed for that 
purpose by said Town. 

Voted and Resolved, also, That his Honour the Go- 
vernour be desired to write to the honourable Committee 
of the City of New-York, requesting, for and in favour of 
the Town or Selectmen of New-Haven, for the use of said 
Town, the loan of eighteen pieces of Iron Cannon, of the 
size and dimensions of eighteen and twenty-four Pounders, 
or some of less size, viz: of twelve, if the others cannot 
be obtained, to be at the risk of this Colony, if lost or spoiled 
by inevitable providence, and without the fault of the con- 
cerned, otherwise at the risk of said Town ; that is to say, 
if the same can be spared from New-York, consistent with 
their own safety. 

Voted, also, That an order be given by his Honour, for 
the Selectmen of New- Haven to receive one hundred of 
the Colony Arms, made agreeable to the Act of Assembly, 
in the Counties of New- Haven or Litchfield , to be improved 
at present for the defence and safety of said Town, and 



returned or disposed, according to the order of said As- 
sembly or this Council. 

And as to the other matters requested by said Town, 
this Council are of opinion they ought to be referred to the 
honourable General Assembly of this Colony. Copy given. 

Letters were now received by the Governour, contain- 
ing accounts that the Fennitcs from about the West Blanch 
of the Susquchannah, were about to come armed, (about 
five hundred,) to cut and drive off the Connecticut Settlers 
from Wyoming, &c. The matter discoursed, and consi- 
dered as having a most dangerous tendency, &.c, to break 
the union of the Colonies, &,c.,and probably the plan con- 
certed by enemies with that view. And the Governour 
desired to write Congress, &,c, about the matter, and en- 
deavour to have the matter healed, and each side remain 
quiet in their own limits, &tc, &c. 

A Letter prepared and approved to the Committee at 
Hartford, appointed to take care of Prisoners, informing 
them of those coming from Chambly, &tc, and advising 
them to distribute them in several Towns in Litchfield 
County, in Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon, Sic, keeping fami- 
lies together, &c. 

On motion by the Governour, at the request of Leonard 
Dassan, (who is waiting,) Agreed, That he may have 
liberty to purchase a vessel in this Colony, to transport a 
cargo of Lumber into the French West-Indies, for which 
he had liberty from the last General Assembly. 

And sundry Letters prepared, Sic, and this meeting 
was dismissed. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read November 13, 1775.] 

Cambridge, November 2, 1775. 

Sir : I could not suffer Mr. Randolph to quit this camp 
without bearing some testimony of my duty to the Con- 
gress, although his sudden departure (occasioned by the 
death of his worthy relative, whose loss, as a good citizen 
and valuable member of society, is much to be regretted) 
does not allow me time to be particular. The enclosed 
return shows at one view what reliance we have upon the 
officers of this Army, and how deficient we are like to be 
in subaltern officers. A few days more will enable me to 
inform the Congress what they have to expect from the 
soldiery, as I shall issue recruiting orders for this purpose 
so soon as the officers are appointed, which will be done 
this day, having sent for the General Officers to consult 
them in the choice. I must beg leave to recall the atten- 
tion of the Congress to the appointment of a Brigadier- 
General, an officer as necessary to a Brigade as a Colonel 
is to a Regiment, and will be exceedingly wanted in the 
new arrangement. The Proclamations and Association, 
herewith enclosed, [folio 1246,] came to my hand on 
Monday last. I thought it my duty to send them to you. 
Nothing of moment has happened since my last. 

With respectful compliments to the members of Con- 
gress, I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient 

and most humble servant, ^ „ r 

Oeorge Washington. 

The Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



COLONEL PARSONS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Roxbury Camp, October 23, 1775. 

Pursuant to your Excellency's direction, I have directed 
the commanding officers of the Companies under my com- 
mand to ascertain the number of officers and soldiers in 
their respective Companies, who are willing to extend the 
term of their enlistment to the first day of January next. 
By their returns I find there are two hundred and twenty 
non-commissioned officers and soldiers who are willing to 
serve till that time, on condition they can have a reason- 
able lime granted them to go home, and prepare their win- 
ter clothing, without which it will be very difficult to detain 
many beyond their present engagement. I imagine the 
greater part of the Regiment will stay till that time, if at 
the expiration of their present enlistments there should be 
an apparent necessity for detaining them. Twenty-five of 
the commissioned officers are willing to remain in service 
till that time. From your most obedient humble servant, 

Samuel H. Parsons. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 
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COLONEL ST0RRS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Camp at Cambridge, October 23, 1775. 

May it please tour Excellency: Incompliance with 
your Excellency's request of the 20th of this instant, I 
have conferred with the several officers of this Regiment, 
laid your Excellency's letter before them for their consi- 
deration. They unanimously conclude to tarry, should the 
service require it, to the time mentioned by your Excel- 
lency. The officers absent are, Major Johnston, Captain 
Clark, Lieutenant Fitch, Lieutenant Roberson, and Lieu- 
tenant Waterman, with whose minds I am not acquainted. 

I requested of the officers present to confer with their 
men, and return the names, lo-day, of those who were 
willing to tarry until the first of January next ; but they 
reported there was not any who would give in their names 
to tarry. Complained that in case they clothed themselves 
to tarry until that time, the cost would be the same as 
through the winter; that they were generally of the opin- 
ion, that were there now enlisting orders, and the promise 
of a furlough for a short time, that about two-thirds would 
enlist for the winter. 

They say their men do not absolutely decline tarrying, 
agreeable to your Excellency's request, but are not willing 
to subscribe that. I think there is not much dependance 
on them after the term of their enlistment is expired. 
Believe (in case it is proper for me to offer my sentiments) 
that in case there were immediate orders for enlisting, that 
the bigger part of them would enlist for the winter, on 
condition they could have a short furlough, to go home and 
provide themselves clothing. 

With due respect, from your Excellency's most obedient 

'. Experience Storrs, 

Lieutenant-Colonel of the 34/A Regiment. 

To his Excellency George Washington, Esq., General 
and Commander-in-Chief of the United Forces of the 
American Colonies. 



COLONEL WEBB TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Camp on Winter-Hill, October 23, 1775. 

Sir: According to your Excellency's desire, I have 
made inquiry among my officers, and find them in general 
willing to comply with your Excellency's request. The 
officers of the several Companies have not had time, as yet, 
to 6nd out the disposition of their soldiers. 1 shall use my 
utmost influence to have your Excellency's request com- 
plied with, and as soon as I can possibly ascertain the pre- 
cise number, will give your Excellency information. 
I am your Excellency's most humble servant, 

Charles Webb. 
To George Washington, Esq., Generalissimo of the Con- 
tinental Army, Cambridge. 



proceedings of a council of general officers. 

At a Council of General Officers held at Head-Quarters, 
in Cambridge, November 2 t 1775. Present : his Excel- 
lency General Washington ; Major-Generals Ward, Lee, 
Putnam; Brigadier-Generals Thomas, Heath, Spencer, 
Sullivan, Greene, Gates. 

The General acquainted the Council that it had been 
resolved, at a meeting held with a Committee from the 
Continental Congress and the Governours of the adjacent 
Colonies, that such Officers as have served in the present 
Army to approbation, and are willing to stay, be preferred. 
If there are more of those than are necessary for the new 
Army, the General to distinguish such as he deems best 
qualified. It was also at the aforesaid meeting further 
agreed, that it should be proposed to the Officers now 
serving in the Continental Army, that they signify which 
of them will continue to serve and defend their Country, 
and which of them retire ; and that such Officers as pro- 
pose to continue in the service, and are approved of by the 
General, proceed to enlist their men in the Continental 
service, upon the same pay and allowance of provision as 
is now given. 

In consequence of these Resolutions, his Excellency 
signified his wishes that the General Officers composing 
this Council, as they are better acquainted with the charac- 
ters and merits of the several Officers of the Army than he 
is, would aid him in the choice. 



Whereupon, it was agreed that the following persons 
should be nominated for Colonels, to command the Regi- 
ments of the new Army. 

1. Thompson, 10. Parsons, 19. Webb, 

2. Reed, 11. Hitchcock, 20. Arnold, 

3. Learned, 12. Little, 21. Ward, 

4. Nixon, l). Reed, 22. Wyllys, 

5. Stark, 14. Glover, 23. Bailey, 

6. Brewer, 15. Paterson, 24. Greaton, 

7. Prescott, 16. Sargent, 25, Bond, 

8. Poor, 17. Huntington, 26. Baldwin, 

9. Varnum, 18. Phinney, 27. Hutchinson. 

The Council then agreed with his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, in the nomination of the following under- 
named persons for Lieutenant-Colonels: 

1. Holden, 10. Tyler, 19. March, 

2. Hand, 11. Cornwall, 20. Enos, 

3. Gilden, 12. Alden, 21. Jacobs, 

4. Nixon, 13. Shephard, 22. Vose, 

5. Buckminster, 14. Clap, 23. Durkee, 

6. Brown, 15. Johonnet, 24. Henskaw, 

7. Putnam, 16. Read, 25. Tupper, 

8. McBuffy, 17. Poor, 26. Clark, 

9. Greene, 18. Moulton, 27. Hall. 

The Council proceeded next to the nomination of the 
undernamed persons for Majors, viz : 

1. Hale, 10. Sprout, 19. Loring, 

2. McGaw, U.Collins, 20. Bigelow, 

3. Cudioorth, 12. Putnam, 21. Wesson, 

4. Wood, 13. Smith, 22. Jackson, 

5. Cilley, 14. Lee, 23. Meigs, 

6. Carary, 15. Brooks, 24. Coburn, 

7. Prentice, 16. Austin, 25. Humphrys, 

8. Angell, 17. D. Wood, 26. Knowlton, 

9. Sherburne, 18. Brown, 27. Hayton. 
The Council then proceeded to place the Field-Officers 

in Corps, in the following manner : 

Colonels. Lieutenant-Colonels. jMajors. 

Thompson, Hand, Magaw. 

Read, Gilman, Hale. 

Learned, Shephard, Sprout. 

Nixon, Nixon, Coburn. 

Stark, Poor, Moore, 

Brewer, Buckminster, Cudworth. 

Prescott, Moulton, H. Wood. 

Poor, McDuffy, Cilley. 

Varnum, Greene, Carary. 

Parsons, Tyler, Prentice. 

Hitchcock, Cornwall, Angell. 

Little, Henshaw, Collins. 

Reed, Clap, Smith. 

Glover, Johonnet, Lee. 

Paterson, Read, Sherburne. 

Sargent, Enos, Austin. 

Huntington, Clark, Humphrys. 

Phinney, March, D. Wood. 

Webb, Hall, Brooks. 

Arnold, Durkee, Knowlton. 

Ward, Tupper, Bigelow. 

Wyllys, Putnam, Meigs. 

Bailey, Jacobs, Hayden. 

Greaton, Vose, Loring. 

Bond, Alden, Jackson. 

Baldwin, Brown, Wesson. 

Hutchinson, Holden, Putnam. 

The Council then resolved that the Brigadier-Generals 
of the Army do call together the Field-Officers in each 
Brigade now appointed, to serve under the new establish- 
ment, and they to select out of those Captains or Subalterns 
who have returned their names willing to continue in service, 
so many as can be well recommended ; the others to be 
rejected. Attention to be paid to those who are absent upon 
furlough or command. The first of those to undergo the 
same scrutiny as those who give in their names. If there 
are any Officers that have not returned their names, but are 
now willing to serve, and can be well recommended, their 
names to be returned ; also, the best Sergeants. A return 
of all the Officers, the Regiments to which they belong, 
and their former rank, to be made to the Commander-in- 
Chief, that they may be formed into Regiments. 
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It appearing, from information, that several of the inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Boston are desirous of leaving that 
place, and had obtained passes for that purpose, arising, 
perhaps, from a proclamation of General Howe's, which 
seems to have a tendency to compel the Town's people to 
take up arms to aid the Ministerial Troops in subverting 
the rights and liberties of America ; and it also appearing, 
from information, that the small-pox is at this time in many 
parts of the Town of Boston, his Excellency desired to 
know whether, under these circumstances, it is prudent to 
suffer any of the inhabitants of the said Town to be trans- 
ported to Chelsea, by way of Winnisimit Ferry. 

As the situation of American affairs with respect to 
Great Britain may be such as to render it indispensably 
necessary to attempt to destroy the Ministerial Troops in 
the Town of Boston, before they can be re-enforced in the 
spring, even if it should be by bombarding and firing the 
Town, is it advisable to erect any kind of works upon 
Dorchester Point before frost sets in, and what kind? 

What proportion of pay are persons of non-age and ap- 
prentices to draw? 

In our present state of powder, had not our morning 
gun better be discontinued ? 

What is to be done with Mrs. Inman, if she comes out? 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO G0VERN0UR TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Cambridge, November 2, 1775. 

Sir: I have been honoured with your favour of the 30th 
ultimo, by Mr. Trumbull. I sincerely wish this camp 
could furnish a good Engineer. The Commissary-General 
can inform you how exceedingly deficient the Army is of 
gentlemen skilled in that branch of business, and that most 
of the works which have been thrown up for the defence 
of our several encampments have been planned by a few 
of the principal officers of this Army, assisted by Mr. Knox, 
a gentleman of Worcester. Could I afford you the desired 
assistance in this way, I would do it with pleasure. 

Herewith you will receive a copy of the proceedings 
held with the Committee of Congress from Philadelphia ; 
it ought to have been sent sooner, but I am at present 
without a Secretary, Colonel Reed having a call at home, 
left this on Sunday last. I heartily congratulate you on 
the recovery of the Commissary-General, whose return as 
soon as he can travel with safety is much wished for. 

I am, with the greatest esteem and regard, Sir, your 

most obedient humble servant, „ w 

George Washington. 

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Camp at Cambridge, November 2, 1775. 

Sir : I have your favour of the 28th ultimo before me. 
Immediately upon the receipt of it I communicated the 
contents to the Deputy Commissary, (Mr. Trumbull being 
sick in Connecticut,) as a business appertaining to his de- 
partment ; but, as deputy, be wishes for the direction of his 
principal, to whom I could wish you to write, as he is at 
Lebanon, and not expected back under three weeks. His 
intention was, I know, to make both beef and pork bring it- 
self to this place; but as that cannot be in the case you 
mention, there is no doubt of his readiness to take the beef, 
if delivered here in barrels, at the price other beef in bar- 
rels stands him in here ; perhaps (for an encouragement) 
more, to get it out of the reach of the enemy. 

I thank you for your order in favour of Mr. Bowen, who, 
I am informed, after some trouble, got the cannon wanted 
somewhat more convenient. Herewith you will receive a 
copy of the proceedings of the conference held at this place 
with the Commil tee of Congress. Nothing new since my last. 

With much esteem and respect, I am, Sir, your most 

obedient humble servant, „ „, 

(jeorge Washington. 

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



would inquire of the Quartermaster-General, and let them 
know to-day, what quantity of wood and hay would be 
necessary to supply the Army through the winter. I ac- 
cordingly did so, and desired General Gates this morning 
to inform you that it was his (the Quartermaster's) opinion 
it would require ten thousand cords of the first, and two 
hundred tons of the latter, to answer our demands ; but the 
hurry in which we have been all day engaged caused him 
to forget it, till a fresh complaint brought it again to re- 
membrance. When the Committee w y ere here yesterday, 
1 told them I did not believe that we had then more than 
four days' stock of wood beforehand. I little thought that 
we had scarce four hours', and that different Regiments 
were upon the point of cutting each others' throats for a 
few standing locusts near their encampments, to dress their 
victuals with. This, however, is the fact; and unless some 
expedient is adopted by your honourable body to draw 
more teams into the service, or the Quartermaster-General 
empowered to impress them, this Army, if there comes a 
spell of rain or cold weather, must inevitably disperse; the 
consequence of which needs no animadversion of mine. 

It has been matter of great grief to me to see so many 
valuable plantations of trees destroyed. I endeavoured 
(whilst there appeared a possibility of restraining it) to 
prevent the practice, but it is out of my power to do it. 
From fences to forest trees, and from forest trees to fruit 
trees, is a natural advance to houses, which must next fol- 
low. This is not all ; the distress of the soldiers in the article 
of wood will, I fear, have an unhappy influence upon their 
enlisting again. In short, Sir, if I did not apprehend every 
evil that can result from the want of these two capital arti- 
cles, wood especially, I should not be so importunate; my 
anxiety on this head must plead my excuse. At the same 
time, I assure you that, with great respect and esteem, I 
am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
The Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker, &tc. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge, November 2, 1775. 

Sir: I promised the gentlemen who did me the honour 
to call upon me yesterday, by order of your House, that I 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH TRUMBULL. 

Camp at Cambridge, November 2, 1775. 

Dear Sir: The news of your recovery has given your 

friends a great deal of joy. We had little hopes of seeing 

you again, from some late accounts of your health. I have 

given Captain Wadsworth a draft on the Treasury for 

one hundred and twenty thousand Dollars, agreeable to your 

request, although the state of our cash is by no means able 

to bear such a pull upon it. Besides this, Mr. Avery, on 

the 20th instant, got a warrant for twenty thousand, and is 

now applying for ten thousand more. As soon as you can 

travel with safety (and not before) I should be glad to see 

you at this camp ; and am, with sincere regard, dear Sir, 

your most obedient servant, r, , IT 

J Ijeorge Washington. 

Joseph Trumbull, Esq., Commissary -General of Provisions. 
captain martindale to colonel reed. 

Plymouth, November 2, 1775. 

Sir: This will be handed you by Lieutenant Turner, 
informing you that I have received the carriages and 
swivels, &c, for the brig, and am making all possible de- 
spatch to get to sea ; but as the schooner is not yet sailed, 
and the want of men for the brig, I cannot make the profi- 
ciency should he glad to, hut imagine I shall be ready to 
sail this day week, at farthest, if I am supplied with men, 
&ic. I have sent the formers for the cartridges, and want 
two-thirds of the swivel cartridges of the smallest size. 
Should be glad to have all the people supplied with their 
small-arm cartridges there, and likewise the match rope. 
In regard to the vessel, she is very suitable for the business, 
and think that a hundred, or eighty men at least, is no more 
than a common complement, as I natter myself I shall be 
able to give a good- account of her. I shall be obliged to get 
a Second Lieutenant at the camps, as Captain Warner re- 
fuses to go in that station. The master is desirous to know 
the terms of wages he is to have. 1 should be glad to have 
a drum and fifer, as the other privateers are equipped with 
them. Have nothing further to communicate at present. 

Remain, in the interim, your most humble servant, 

Sion Martindale. 
To Colonel Reed, at Head-Quarters. 



^'-• : 
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CAPTAIN BROUGHTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

White-Head, 5 leagues weat of Canso, in Nova-Scotia, ) 

November 2, 1775. $ 

Sir: By unfavourable winds and weather, we have been 
able to make but little head since our last. The 31st of 
October, some way off this harbour, we saw a vessel stand- 
ing to the northward, which Captain Selman and I gave 
chase to. The wind springing up suddenly to a heavy 
gale, she bore away for this harbour for safety. We pur- 
sued her directly in, and found her to be a sloop belonging 
to Enoch Rust, of Boston, who last spring had the sloop 
cleared out from Halifax, with provisions, for Quebcck. 
The sloop has since taken a cargo of provisions from 
Louisburgh for the West-Indies, contrary, as we appre- 
hend, to the Association of the United American Colo- 
nies. The owner, now at Canso, we have reason to believe 
is not a favourer of our cause, as the Captain (James Haw- 
kins) told us he was lately undetermined whether he 
should go to Boston this fall or not. The smallest inten- 
tion of going to that den of mischievous violators of the 
rights of humanity must carry in the bosom of it, as we 
conceive, the idea of friendship to their infernal intentions. 
We, upon the whole, conceive ourselves bound, in obedi- 
ence to your Excellency's instructions, to send the vessel 
to a friendly port in New-England. Upon her arrival your 
Excellency will have the vessel's papers laid before you, 
and will do respecting vessel and cargo as you may please. 
The master will be sent to New-England the first opportu- 
nity after this. 

Captain Hawkins, about the middle of September, 
saw a ship and a brigantine going up the River St. Law- 
rence, but did not speak with either. The master informs 
that there was no vessel of force at Qucbeck the beginning 
of September, and that he knows of none going up since. 
He likewise says that a large brigantine was lately (and he 
believes is not yet sailed) loading with coal at Spanish 
River, on the Island of Louisburgh, for Boston ; that three 
or four score Boston men have been digging coal there for 
the Ministerial Army for the season. We shall hoist sail 
directly, the wind breezing rather favourably, and pursue 
our course. 

From your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Nicholson Broughton. 
To his Excellency General Washington. 



triumph over all your enemies. May our fellow-subjects 
in America soon return to a proper sense of their duty. 
May your Majesty long reign over a free, grateful, and 
united people ; and may the British Dominions be trans- 
mitted to your Majesty's latest posterity, entire and undi- 
vided. 

At Perth, this 3d day of November, 1775. Signed in 
the presence and by the appointment of the meeting. 

Kinnoull, Presses. 



ADDRESS OF THE NOBLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
PERTH. 

Address of the Noblemen, Justices of the Peace, Free- 
holders, and Commissioners of Supply of the County of 
Perth, presented to His Majesty by the Hon. Colonel 
James Murray, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The Address of the Noblemen, Justices of the Peace, Free- 
holders, and Commissioners of Supply of the County of 
Perth. 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Noblemen, Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, and Com- 
missioners of Supply of the County of Perth, beg leave, with 
all humility, to express to your Majesty the deep and un- 
feigned sorrow with which we have beheld sedition in 
America artfully fomented by designing and wicked men 
there, until it has burst forth into open rebellion. 

Having reason to apprehend that our deluded fellow-sub- 
jects in America have been misled into a belief that their 
resistance to the supreme authority of the Parliament, and 
the disobedience of the laws, are agreeable to the sentiments 
of many of your Majesty's subjects in Great Britain, we 
think it our indispensable duty to make this publick decla- 
ration, that we detest and abhor such practices and such 
principles, so repugnant to the spirit of our excellent Con- 
stitution, and destructive of true liberty, which can only 
subsist in conformity to and under the protection of the 
laws; we therefore, upon this serious and important occa- 
sion, respectfully approach your Majesty's throne with the 
warmest and most solemn assurances that we will, in our 
respective stations, exert every means in our power to 
strengthen the hands of your Majesty's Government. 

May your Majesty, whose arms have heretofore been 
crowned with victory, still, by the blessing of the Almighty, 



ADDRESS OF THE FREEHOLDERS, ETC., OF THE COUNTY 
OF KINROSS. 

Address of the Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and 
Commissioners of Supply of the .County of Kinross, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Mr. Adams. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and Commissioners of 
Supply of the County of Kinross, beg leave to approach 
your royal person, in order to express our grateful sense of 
the happiness which we enjoy under the Government of a 
Prince whose administration hath been uniformly distin- 
guished by a sacred regard to the Constitution and to the 
welfare of his people. 

Conscious of the many blessings which every part of the 
British Empire derives from your Majesty's mild and 
equitable Government, it is with deep concern that we 
have observed the attempts of domestick faction to disturb 
the tranquillity of your reign ; and with astonishment, that 
we now behold the rebellious spirit which hath excited 
the deluded people of America to take arms in opposition 
to your Majesty's just authority and the supreme jurisdic- 
tion of Parliament. 

At such a juncture, we should deem ourselves inexcusa- 
ble, if we did not join our voice to that of our loyal fellow- 
subjects, in declaring our detestation of those seditious 
principles which have alienated the Colonies from their 
duty, and in professing our fixed purpose of supporting 
your Majesty's Government and supremacy of Parliament 
to the utmost of our power. 

May your Majesty's reign, over a happy and grateful 
people, be long and glorious. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, at Kinross, 
the 3d day of November, 1775. 

Michael Malcolm, Prases. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF COLCHESTER. 

Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Deputy Recorder, 
Aldermen, Assistants, Common Council, Free Burgesses, 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and Inhabitants of the Town of Col- 
chester, in the County of Essex, presented to His Majesty 
by Charles Gray and Isaac Martin Rebow, Esqrs., their 
Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Recorder, Deputy Recorder, Aldermen, Assistants, 
Common Council, Free Burgesses, Gentlemen, Clergy, 
and Inhabitants of the Town of Colchester, in the County 
of Essex, beg leave to address your Majesty, on occasion 
of the unhappy disturbances in your Majesty's Colonies, 
which have at length broke out into actual and open rebel- 
lion. 

While we sincerely lament the fatal effects of this unna- 
tural contest, we do with all humility assure your Majesty, 
that we are firmly resolved, on every occasion, to pay a 
due obedience to the legislative authority, and to support 
and defend your Majesty's person and Government to the 
utmost of our power. 

May the Divine Providence bless your Majesty's Coun- 
cils with speedy success in defeating the designs of all the 
enemies of their Country, and in restoring peace and good 
order in every part of your Majesty's Dominions. 



AFFIDAVIT OF MOSES COTTER. 

South-Carolina, Ninety-Six District : 

Personally appeared before me, Jason Mayson, one of 
His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the District afore- 
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said, Moses Cotter, of the Congarecs, wagoner, who, being 
duly sworn on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, 
makes oath and says, that on Tuesday morning last, at 
about nine o'clock, he left the Congarces, with his wagon, 
containing the ammunition that was delivered him in 
Charlestoion by the honourable the Council of Safety, to 
carry to Kcowee, under an escort of Colonel Thompson's 
Rangers, consisting of Lieutenant-Colonel Charleton and 
Mr. Uriah Goodwin, a Cadet, two Sergeants, and eighteen 
privates, and continued on their journey there, without the 
least molestation or interruption, until about noon this day, 
when the deponent perceiving some men on horseback, 
ahead of the wagon, come towards him ; a few minutes 
after, two of Patrick Cunningham's men coming up to the 
deponent, and asking him what he had in his wagon, the 
deponent answered, rum. Then up came a large body of 
armed men, in number, I suppose, at least one hundred and 
fifty, headed by Patrick Cunningham and Jacob Bowman. 
Cunningham ordered his men to halt, and then came up to 
the deponent and said, "I order you to stop your wagon, 
in His Majesty's name, as 1 understand you have ammuni- 
tion for the Indians to kill us, and I am come on purpose 
to take it in His Majesty's name." He then ordered the de- 
ponent to take off his wagon cloth, which he refused ; upon 
which, Cunningham mounted tl]e wagon himself, loosed 
the strings of the cloth, and took up a keg of the powder; 
" there," said he, " is what we are in search of." I im- 
mediately took the keg from him, and laid it in the wagon. 
Cunningham said, " it is in vain for you to attempt to hin- 
der us from taking this ammunition, as you have no arms." 
Then he handed out every keg to his men, who were along- 
side the wagon, and prepared with bags to receive it ; after 
they finished with the powder, he, with Messrs. Griffin and 
Owen, and several others, took out the lead, which they 
unfolded, cut into small pieces with their tomahawks, and 
distributed among the men.* When the Rangers were at 
some little distance behind the wagon, and were riding up 
pretty fast, Cunningham's party said, " there comes the 
liberty caps; damn their liberty caps, we will soon blow 
them to hell," and such like scurrilous language. Cunning- 
ham's men, as soon as Lieutenant Charleton came up with 
his guard, retreated behind trees on the road side, and called 
out to him to stop, and not to advance one step further, 
otherwise they would blow out his brains ; at the same 
time, a gun was fired by one of their men, but did no 
damage. Lieutenant Charleton, with his men, were soon 
surrounded by the opposite party, with their rifles present- 
ed, who said, " don't move a step ; deliver up your arms, 
otherwise we will immediately fire upon you.'"' Lieuten- 
ant Charleton continued moving on, when Cunningham's 
men marched up to him, with their rifles presented at him, 
and repeated, " deliver up your arms, without moving one 
step further, or you are a dead man." They then took his 
arms, together with his men's ; afterwards they tied Lieu- 
tenant Charleton, Mr. Goodwin, and William Witherford, 
a private, by their arms. 

Lieutenant Charleton seemed very much displeased at 
their behaviour, and said he would rather have been shot 
than used in such a manner, had he expected it; that he 
did not value his own life ; thought he had acted prudent 
by not ordering his men to fire on them, as it would be 
throwing away their lives without answering any good pur- 
pose, especially as their party were so numerous ; that he 
was sorry to see them behave in such a base manner, and 
that he would very willingly turn out his party against twice 
the number of theirs, and give them battle. Cunningham 
and Bowman, some little time after, asked Lieutenant 
Charleton whether, if they were to unloose him, he would 
be upon his honour not to go off; to which he replied, " I 
scorn to run, and all your force cannot make me." They 
then marched off with the ammunition and the prisoners, as 
they called them, and left the deponent, desiring him to 
return to the Congarees ; but as soon as they were out of 

* The Cherokee. Indians, being deprived of their trade through the 
Southern Provinces, were in very bad humour, and we were very 
apprehensive of an Indian war; it was therefore proper they should be 
supplied with powder and ball for the hunting season, to enable them 
to procure skins for their support. The Council of Safety, therefore, 
to keep them in good temper, sent one thousand weight of powder, and 
lead in proportion, to be forwarded to them und^r an escort of Rangers ; 
hut Patrick Cunningham and Jacob Bowman, of Ninety-Six, at the head 
of a party of Tories, intercepted and took away the ammunition. — 
Moultrie. . .,, 



sight, he took a horse from out the wagon and came to 

Ninety-Six, to inform me of what had happened, and where 

he arrived this night, about eight o'clock. This unfortunate 

accident, of taking the ammunition, happened eighteen 

miles below Ninetu-Six. ,. «-, 

J Moses Cotter. 

Sworn before me, this 3d of November, 1775. 

Jason Mayson, J. P. 



ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, Annapolis, November 3, 1775. 

Ordered, That the persons respectively appointed to 
carry the Association to the inhabitants of their respective 
Hundreds in Anne Arundel County, return the same, to- 
gether with a list of the Non-Associators, agreeable to the 
Resolves of the late Convention. For St. Anne's and St. 
Margaret's Westminster Parishes, at Mr. John Ball's, in 
Annapolis, on Wednesday, the 15th inst. ; for Queen Caro- 
line Parish, at Mr. William Spurrier's, on Friday, the 17th 
instant; and for St. James's and Allhallows, at Mr. Jona- 
than Rawlings's, on Tuesday, the 21st instant. 

The Captains of the Militia of this County, and also 
those persons who were appointed to enroll Minute-Men, 
are requested to meet the Committees of their respective 
Parishes at the above times and places. 

By order: G. Duvall, Clerk. 



YORK COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE. 

On the 3d of November, 1775, the Returns of twenty- 
six Townships were received at York, whereby the follow- 
ing gentlemen appear to be chosen as a Committee for 
York County, to continue for the space of one year, unless 
they shall think it expedient to dissolve themselves sooner, 
viz: 

Michael Swoope, Francis Crezart, William Shakly, 

James Smith, George Brenkerhooff, Frederick Gilwix, 

Thomas Hartly, John Semplc, John Hinkel, 

John Hay, Robert McPherson, John Hoover, 

Charles Lukens, Samuel Edie, Patrick McSherry, 

David Grier, William McClellan, James Lsoper, 

Joseph Donaldson, Thomas Douglass, Joseph Read, 

George Irwin, John Agnew, Patrick Scott, 

John Kcan, David Kennedy, James Egar, 

William Lease, George Clingen, Benjamin Savage, 

William Scott, George Kerr, Andrew Thompson, 

George Eicholbergcr, Abraham Banta, Peter Baker, 

Philip Albright, John Mickle, Jun., Jacob Kasel, 

Michael Hahn, Sam'l McConaughy, William Mitchell, 

David Candler, David McConaughy, John Williams, 

Baltzer Spangler, John Blackburn, Lewis Williams, 

John Huston, William Walker, William Rankin, 

Thomas Armor, Richard McAlistcr, James Nailer, 

John Schultz, Christian Graff, B iltzer Kuertzor, 

Christopher Slagle, Jacob Will, Henry Mathias, 

Andrew Rutter, Henry Slagle, George Slough, 

Peter Wolfe, John Hamilton, Daniel Mcsserle, 

Philip Jacob King, John Mintoelh, John Nesbit, 

Zachariah Shugart, Thomas Lilly, William Wakcly, 

John Herbach, Richard Parsel, John Chamberlm, 

William Johnston, Charles Gilwix, Andrew Thompson, 

John Spangler, John McClure, Alexander Sanderson. 
James Dixon, 

On the same day, the Committee met at the Court- 
House in York, when James Smith was chosen President, 
and Thomas Hartly Vice-President of the Committee. 

The following gentlemen were unanimously elected as 
a Committee of Correspondence for York County, viz : 
James Smith, Michael Swoope, Thomas Hartly, Joseph 
Donaldson, George Eichelberger, Charles Lukens, David 
Grier, George Irwin, Thomas Armor, William Lease, 
George Clingen, John Nesbit, James Leeper, Francis 
Crezart, Peter Wolfe, and David McConaughy; and five 
or more of them are empowered to act. 

The Committee-Men in York Tow T n, or any two or more 
of them, were appointed to carry into execution the orders 
of the Committee of Safety, relating to the person of Dr. 
John Kearsley, now confined in the Jail of this County, 
and were fully empowered to act in this matter. 

The Committee adjourned to the first Thursday in De- 
cember next, to meet at the Court-House in York. 

Thomas Armor, Clerk. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Thursday, November 3, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present: Henry Bcmsen, Deputy 
Chairman. 
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William Denning, L. Pintard, E. Banckor, " 

William Soaton, J. Imlay, A. Brinckerhoff, 

Captain Pell, A. Duryeo, J. Norwood, 

Joseph Bull, Oliver Templeton, N. Hoffman, 

J. Broome, Anthony Bloccker, D. Phenix, 

S. Johnson, J. Brovver, R. Sharpe, 

L. Burling, P. Dennis, H. Mulligan, 

J. Totten, Colonel Hyor, C. Sands, 

William Walton, H. Roomc, P. T. Curtenius, 

P. Goclet, G. Abeel, F. Bassett, 

A. Breasted, J. Stoutenbargh, Nicholas Roosevelt, 

B. Helme, Colonel Lashor, Eleazor Miller, 
J. Ray, Jun., J. Ramsey, T.Anthony, 
G. Duyckiuck, P. Byvanck, G. W. Ludlow, 
Robert Ray, J. Morton, Abr'm W. Do Pcystsr, 
Cornelius Clopper, F. Jay, W. W. Ludlow, 

L. Lispenard, G. Janeway, J. Borrian. 

Whereas the Provincial Congress, in order that the du- 
ration of their power might be limited to a short period, 
did, by their Resolve, dated the 10th day of October last, 
and inserted in the publick Newspapers, signify to their 
constituents their determination to dissolve themselves on 
Tuesday, the 14th instant; and whereas the Congress, at 
the same time, did recommend to the good people of this 
Colony the choice of Deputies to represent them in a future 
Provincial Congress, to exist until the second Tuesday in 
May next, and the election to be held under the inspection 
of the several County Committees: In pursuance of the 
aforesaid Resolve and recommendation, the General Com- 
mittee have thought it prudent to nominate twenty-one 
persons, lo be proposed to the publick for their appro- 
bation, viz : Peter V. B. Livingston, Isaac Low, Alex- 
ander McDougall, Joseph Hallett, Abraham Walton, 
Abraham Brasher, Isaac Roosevelt, James Beekman, Ben- 
jamin Kissam, John M. Scott, John Van Cortlandt, Ja- 
cobus Van Zandt, John Marston, Isaac Sears, John Ray, 
Theodorus Van Wyck, Captain Anthony Rutgers, John 
Imlay, Gabriel H. Ludlow, Benjamin Helme, Comfort 
Sands. 

The Committee, therefore, do hereby request the Free- 
men, Freeholders, and all Tenants possessed of lands or 
tenements of the value of eighty Pounds, within this City 
and County, to attend at the City Hall on Tuesday, the 
7th instant, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to declare for 
the abovenamed gentlemen, or for any others they may 
please to elect in their stead. 



JOHN BROOME TO A COMMITTEE OF THE CONTINENTAL 
CONCRES3. 

New-York, November 3, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I duly received your favour of the 18th 
ultimo, enclosing a resolution of the Continental Congress 
for ascertaining the damages sustained by the inhabitants 
of America, from the Ministerial Troops and Navy, since 
March last. 

I have already taken the necessary steps towards carry- 
ing this Resolve into execution, as far forth as it respects 
this Province, and shall be careful to transmit you the 
vouchers as soon as they come to hand. 

You may always rely upon my best services in the cause 
of liberty and my Country, in every department wherein 
I think myself competent. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

John Broome. 
To Silas Deane, John Adams, and George Wythe, Esq's. 



JAMES LIVINGSTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

La Tours, November 3, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I have the pleasure to send you, prisoner, 
the Captain of La Tours, a notorious villain. After 
having sworn two or three times faithfully to assist our 
cause to the utmost of his power, hath forsworn himself, 
and joined the Regulars with his Company; hanging is too 
goo 1 for the rascal; hope you'll secure him in irons imme- 
diately on bis arrival. I am just setting out for Sorel ; 
make no doubt we shall proceed with more caution than 
the unhappy Colonel Allen, who, I understand, is badly 
treated. ,1 just learn the vessels are gone from Sorel; 
suppose they will go to Quebeck, if Colonel Arnold has 
not already taken it. Their fortifying there may be of 
great detriment ; however, Montreal must undoubtedly 
yield to our arms. 1 sent off your two Indians to Colonel 
Arnold the day before yesterday — one of them appeared 



to be very lame — and advised them to take a canoe at 
Sorel. 1 was under the necessity of giving them a half 
Johannes to defray their expenses, they having declared 
you gave them only six dollars. If you write soon, beg 
you will send your letters via Longeuil. You may depend 
upon it, we shall make the utmost expedition to join War- 
ner's party, where we will wait your further orders. 
I am yours, with esteem, James Livingston. 

To Brigadier-General Montgomery. 



EXTRACT FROM A LETTER DATED LA PRAIRIE, NOVEMBER 

3, 1775. 

Blessed be God, our arms are at length crowned with 
signal success. Yesterday evening the fortress of St. 
John's surrendered to our Army, and this morning our 
people take possession. Our Army is scattered over the 
whole country — a small garrison at Chambly ; Colonel 
Easton and Major Brown, will) about three hundred 
Provincials, with Colonel James Livingston, and five or 
six hundred of his Canadians are drawn down at the 
mouth of the River Sorel, opposing one hundred and 
twenty Regulars and five hundred Canadians, who are in- 
trenching there — at Lorgeuil (three leagues east of La 
Prairie, and two miles from Montreal, being nearly oppo- 
site) is Colonel Warner, with about three hundred of the 
Second Battalion and Green Mountain Boys; and I am 
posted at La Prairie, with cue hundred men of our Regi- 
ment. I am three leagues from Montreal, which lies full 
in view, upon the bank of St. Lawrence, northwest from 
here. There are no troops to the westward of this post. 
Caughnawaga lies near three leagues west of this place, 
where there are about three hundred fighting men, and all 
in our interest; that is, (in the Indian style,) strictly neu- 
tral. 

There have been several attacks made from the enemy, 
in their boats, nn Colonel Warner's Regiment — a very 
serious one last Monday, in which General Carhton, with 
St. Luke La Come and five or six hundred men, (mostly 
Canadians,) and one hundred Indians, attacked our people 
with great resolution, but were at length repulsed, with the 
loss of fifty of their men killed and wounded, among whom 
were five Indians slain. We took three Canadians and 
two Indians prisoners ; not one man on our side so much 
as wounded. As the whole Army are now coming down, 
I expect Mr. Carle ton, will suspend his operations on this 
side the water. He will have his hands full, I believe, 
in defending his own shores ; indeed, it is expected by 
many, that as soon as the surrender of St. John's is known 
among them, all opposition will vanish. However, Carle- 
ton is an intrepid old fellow, and may resist to the last; he 
has an armed brig and one or two small vessels riding near 
the Town, and as many more at the mouth of Sorel. The 
merchants' vessels, with peltry, are near the Town. 

The Canadians, in general, on this side St. Lawrence, 
are very friendly to us ; almost unanimously so along the 
River Sorel; where they are actually embodied, and in 
arms, altogether to the number of more than one thousand. 
About this place they are not quite so active; though 1 
think they will now be stirring, as they seem to be very 
anxious about the reduction of Si. John's, and could not 
think the Bostonians, as they call our troops, were really 
in earnest, until they saw St. John's surrender. During 
the whole siege of St. John's, our Army had but nine men 
killed and four or five wounded, I think; their preserva- 
tion has been almost miraculous. More hospitable people 
I never saw ; you cannot enter into a peasant's house, at 
any time of day, but they immediately set a loaf of bread 
and a pan of milk before you. The whole country, as far 
as the eye can reach, is one entire low marshy plain, and 
covered with water after every rain ; they are forced to 
plough their land in high ridges, to keep the grain from 
being flooded. They raise no winter wheat at all, or In- 
dian corn ; their gardens and vegetables are excellent, and 
their pasture most luxuriant. 

A gentleman just arrived from Head-Quarters, at Cam- 
bridge, informs that, just as be came away, an express to 
General Washington arrived there from Colonel Arnold, 
with advice that he was safe arrived in Canada, and met 
with a cordial reception from the Canadians. 
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extract 6t "a letter fros a"n officer or the sew- 

ih T01lK TORtTES; ^ATED" AT ST. TOHn's, NOV. 3, 1775. 



1 have the pleasure to inform you that I had the honour 
of marching into and taking possession of this fortress, at 
the head of my Company, and about two hundred men 
from the different corps of which our Army is composed, 
about nine o'clock this morning; when the garrison, con- 
sisting of about six hundred men, marched out and ground- 
ed their arms on the plains, to the westward of the fort, 
(agreeable to the terms of the enclosed capitulation,) and 
were immediately embarked in batteaus for Captain Mead's 
encampment, and from thence to be sent, under guard, as 
speedily as possible, for Ticonderoga, Connecticut, or any 
other place which the Continental Congress may direct. 
1 most sincerely congratulate you on this most fortunate 
event; which, in my opinion, will be a most fatal stab to 
the hellish machinations of the foes of freedom, as it will 
facilitate the reduction of Canada, and secure the Cana- 
dians in our favour. We have taken in the fort a consi- 
derable quantity of military stores; among which are seven- 
teen pieces of excellent brass artillery, two of them twen- 
ty-four pounders, the rest of them field-pieces, two royal 
howitzers, several mortars, cohorns, and a considerable 
number of iron cannon. There were in the garrison about 
five hundred regular troops; the rest were composed of 
Canadian volunteers, among whom are many of their no- 
blesse ; who, 1 believe, are (from appearance) on the stool 
of repentance. And as you may be fond of knowing how 
we have proceeded, in carrying on the siege of this place 
since my last, I will give you a detail of the particular 
operations since that period. 

On Saturday, the 28th ultimo, the main body of the 
Army decamped from the south, and marched to the north 
side of the fort, under the command of General Wooster. 
We were joined in the evening by General Montgomery , 
and the same night we began to throw up a breastwork, 
(on an eminence which entirely commanded the enemy's 
works,) in order to erect a battery of cannon and mortars; 
this battery they kept continually pelting at with grape- 
shot and shells, but without doing us the least injury, until 
Wednesday morning, when we opened our battery, con- 
sisting of three twelve and one nine-pounders, three mor- 
tars, and as many cohorns, with which we kept an almost 
incessant blaze on them great part of the day, and likewise 
from our battery on the east side of the river, which the 
enemy returned with the greatest spirit. Late in the after- 
noon, I received a message from General Montgomery, or- 
dering me to cease firing till further orders; these orders 
were extremely disagreeable to me, when I saw some of 
my men bleeding before my eyes, and dying with the 
wounds which they had received. On our ceasing to fire, 
the General ordered a parley to be beat, and sent in an 
officer to demand a surrender of the fort. Two officers 
soon after returned with him, and were led blindfold 
through the camp to the General's tent, where a pretty 
Ion"- conference was held, and they promised the General 
an answer from the commanding officer next morning ; 
which promise was complied with. The answer imported, 
that if they should receive no relief within four days, he 
would then send in some proposals. The General replied, 
that he must have an explicit answer next morning, and 
the garrison must remain prisoners of war, at all events ; 
and that if they had any intention to renew hostilities, they 
need only signify it by firing a gun, as a signal. This, 
though very unpalatable, they were at length obliged to 
digest, as you see by the capitulation. 

You will readily excuse the incorrectness of this scroll, 
when I inform you it is now past one o'clock in the morn- 
in"-, having had no time to write before, as I have been all 
day at the fort, examining the stores, and we are to begin 
our march for Montreal this morning, and my fingers and 
senses are so benumbed with cold, that I can scarcely write 
at all, owing to a northeasterly wind and plenty of snow, 
which is now falling in abundance; yet, notwithstanding, 1 
am not so senseless or ungrateful as to forget my friend. 

I am yours, k., &c. 

P. S. My little Company has been rather unfortunate, 
as 1 have had five killed — four by the enemy, and one by 
accident — six wounded, one died by sickness ; which is 
as great a loss as has been sustained by the whole Army, 



except in the first skirmish with the Indians, &tc. ; but this 
is what we must naturally expect, as the post of honour 
ever is the post of danger. 



EXTRACT' OF ANOTHER LETTER FROM FORT ST. JOHNS, 
DATED NOVEMBER 3, 1775. 

The 28th ultimo the remainder of our Army on the 
southwest side of the fort, of which our Regiment com- 
posed a part, marched round St. John's, to the north side 
of it, and encamped there with the main body. 

October 29th. 1 went, in the evening, with two hun- 
dred men, and completed a battery within two hundred and 
fifty yards of the fort ; the fort kept a continual fire upon 
us all night. 

October 30th. Four guns and six mortars were mount- 
ed on the battery. 

October 31st. The Army busily employed in preparing 
for a cannonade and an assault, if necessary. This day we 
received news that seven hundred of our men, near Z.on- 
gueil, about eighteen miles from hence, had repulsed Gov- 
ernour Carleton, who intended to raise the siege of St. 
John's, with eight hundred men. Our Green Mountain 
Boys did this business. The Govemour had twenty-five 
men killed and fifty wounded, besides several taken pri- 
soners ; among whom are two Indians. Carleton retreat- 
ed to Montreal. 

November 1st. Our gun and mortar battery on this 
side, and the four-gun battery on the east side, kept an in- 
cessant fire all day on the garrison, and the garrison kept 
up a very brisk fire. In the evening General Montgomery 
sent a flag into the fort, with a letter to Major Preston, by 
one of the prisoners taken at Longeuil, informing him of 
Carleton's defeat, and that he had now no longer any rea- 
son to flatter himself with relief from that quarter; and 
that, therefore, to prevent the further effusion of blood, 
which a fruitless and obstinate defence would cause, he 
recommended to him a surrender of the fort. Major Pres- 
ton, in return to General Montgomery' s letter, sent Captain 
Steivart, of the Twenty-Sixth, with a drum into our camp ; 
that the General should have a full answer to his letter in 
the morning; that, in the mean time, hostilities should 
cease on both sides. 

November 2d. Captain Steivart and Captain Williams, 
of the train, came, about eight o'clock in the morning, with 
a flag into our camp with an answer from Major Preston 
to General Montgomery's letter of yesterday, requesting of 
the General to wait four days, to see whether no relief 
could come to the garrison in that time ; if not, that then 
they would make proposals for a surrender. The General 
returned an answer that, from the advanced season of the 
year, he could not give the garrison the time it requested, 
and that they must immediately surrender prisoners of 
war; otherwise, that if any fatal consequences should ensue 
from their needless defence in the weak state they were in, 
they must charge themselves with it. 

The General also referred them, for the truth of Carle- 
ton's defeat, to another prisoner on board of our sloop, 
whom they might have access to to examine; and that when 
they chose to renew hostilities, they should give a signal, 
by firing a cannon without ball. In the evening the above 
gentlemen returned into our camp from the fort, with arti- 
cles of capitulation, some of which were agreed to by us, 
others rejected; which, as amended, were sent back to the 
fort, and agreed to — -the sum of which were, that the gar- 
rison should march out of the fort to-morrow morning, with 
the honours of war, and then lay down their arms, be pri- 
soners of war, and be sent to Connecticut. The articles 
of capitulation will be published by authority; to which I 
must refer you. A great quantity of military stores are 
taken, the detail of which is not yet ascertained ; about six 
hundred men made prisoners. This day, detachments from 
every Regiment in our Army took possession of the fort, 
and the prisoners are embarked for the place of their des- 
tination. 

JOHN BROWN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, November 3, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I having a vessel arrived at Norwich, from 
Surinam, which having brought a small quantity of powder, 
viz : fprty-four casks, containing a half hundred each, I 
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thought it proper to acquaint you thereof; but I am at a 
loss to determine which may be best for the general cause, 
for it to go to the camp, or to be sold out here, so that people 
in general may be better qualified to defend the sea coast. 
Our General Assembly is now sitting, and I expect will 
order every Town in this Colony, adjoining on the sea, bay, 
or river, to equip themselves immediately, with two field- 
pieces to each Town, to be mounted on field-carriages, and 
an Artillery Company to be formed in each, to hold them- 
selves ready at a moment's notice. Five hundred men are 
already ordered to be raised, which are to be stationed on 
the Islands of Rhode-Island, Comnicut, Prudence, he. I 
gave my Captain orders to purchase all the powder he pos- 
sibly could, but no more was to be had on any terms; and, 
indeed, could L sell this for six Shillings, sterling money, 
per pound, it would not equal, as to profit to me, the 
article he would have brought had he not got the powder. 
If it arrives here safe, (being landed on the back of Long- 
Island,) and you think it best for the chief of it to go to 
the camp, I will spare fifteen or sixteen hundred weight of 
it to your order. I would also acquaint you that the 
owners of the furnace Hope, in Scituate, are about to put 
said funrace in blast, as soon as may be, to make pig iron, 
this article being now in demand ; and as their making up 
what stock they now have will put it out of their power to 
put said furnace in blast again towards next fall, and as the 
metal made in said furnace is of the very best kind for making 
cannon, of which General Greene can fully acquaint you, 
and as the Continent will doubtless be in want of cannon, 
&x., in the spring, I therefore, in behalf of the persons 
concerned in said furnace, give you this notice, that in case 
you may please to order any quantity of cannon and other 
warlike stores made, that the stock now provided for said 
furnace (which suppose may make from one hundred and 
fifty to two hundred ton weight of iron) may be made into 
such cannon, fcc, as you may see fit to order. Your 
answer, as soon as convenient, will oblige, dear Sir, your 

obedient humble servant, T 

' John Brown. 

P. S. The owners are confident that they can make as 
large cannon as eighteen pounders, and they expect, ere 
the blast is finished, that they can make twenty-four 
pounders. 

November 4. — Since the above, our General Assembly 
has applied for the refusal of the powder; and if they give 
the price, (which will make it as good to me as though the 

money had been laid out in ) viz : six Shillings 

per pound, must give them the preference. 



EPHRAIM BOWEN TO GENERAL GATES. 

Plymouth, November 3, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: When I wrote you last, I expected 
that Captain Coit would have sailed yesterday morning, 
with Captain Manly, of the Lee, but the wind coming 
ahead has detained him ; he will, however, sail the first wind 
that can get him out of the harbour. Captain Martindale's 
vessel will sail as soon as possible, as he is fitting with all 
speed. 1 beg you would send down five hundred pump 
nails as soon as possible, as there is none to be had here. 
Captain Manly's vessel is completely fitted. Since seeing 
her I have been very happy, as I thought before that the 
expense Captain Marlindale was at would be disliked by 
the General. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Ephraim Bowen, Jun. 
To General Gates. 

WILLIAM WATSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth, November 3, 1775. 

Sir: I have just this moment received intelligence of 
the shipwreck of a vessel, bound to Boston, from Phila- 
delphia, at Eastham, inside of our bay, laden with one 
hundred and twenty pipes of wine, and that the wine is all 
saved excepting two pipes, stove in landing it. Your Ex- 
cellency will please to order in what manner this wine shall 
be disposed of; whether it shall be sent to Head-Quarters, 
or whether it shall remain where it is. 

I would acquaint your Excellency that the Schooner 
Harrison has been some time ready to sail, but bad weather 
hinders ; and that the Schooner Lee } Captain Manly, is now 



in this port, who, with the Harrison, Captain Coit, will sail 
the first wind. Captain Martindale would have been ready 
by this, had not the rains and some impediments respect- 
ing cannon intervened. 

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most obliged 

humble servant, ,», ,.r 

' William Watson. 

To his Excellency General Washington, Esq. 



cosmopolitan, NO. II. 
To the Inhabitants of the American Colonies. 

Friends and Fellow- Citizens : 

In all periods, the history of mankind, however diversi- 
fied, however disguised, has its outlines and internal prin- 
ciples nearly the same. That like causes should produce 
effects that are similar, is an institution of Heaven. Nature 
has said it, experience verifies it. When the dissolution 
of political establishments has been derived from a feeble 
original, when from the insidious sappings and the craft 
of a Court, the story of its slow and gradual advances 
exhibits the indications of intrigue, address, and an artful 
prostitution of constitutional formalities by the ambitious 
usurper; and on the part of the subject are seen the ves- 
tiges of a willing confidence, remissness, and a dangerous 
scrupulosity of contending with Government. The best 
of establishments have by insensible transitions been laid in 
ruins. But when cunning and policy fail of success, the ra- 
pacious and aspiring attempt the pinnacle by bolder strides. 
In the practice of the tyrant who aims at wielding the scep- 
tre with unlimited sway, at extending his prerogatives by 
open violences, or arms reeking with blood, is reversed the 
old maxim, of enlarging the lion's by the skin of the fox. 
When this succeeds, the dignity of the citizen yields to 
the feelings of a slave. The womanish fear of a military 
conflict, which terrifies the subject in his private retreat, 
strikes a panick through the multitude, and produces a 
scene of wild confusion, or a plan of defence strongly 
marked with the symptoms of irresolution, diffidence, and 
despair. In many such cases the subject has found to his 
sorrow, though too late, that magnanimity and firmness, 
unanimity and bravery, would have preserved those bless- 
ings which cowardice has surrendered ; and oftentimes, 
that the price which is paid for the privilege of yielding 
would have purchased their lasting security. Stinging re- 
flection ! And to a mind whose prospects run parallel 
with time, and open into futurity, nothing more cutting, 
than to be loaded with the execrations of an enslaved pos- 
terity. 

History is a magazine of knowledge and important in- 
struction. It lays a foundation for general prudence, and 
accommodates itself to the circumstances and situation of 
every state, in all ages. To become acquainted with the 
characters of men, the marks, sources, and effects of their 
passions, prejudices, power, customs, and intrigues, is a 
necessary step to prudential conduct. It teaches us to 
make other men's experience our own, to profit by it, and 
to learn wisdom from their misfortunes. The same tragedy 
is now acting that has been acted a hundred times on 
the theatre of the world ; and the scenes are opened by 
the same agents, and by springs that are similar. Every 
community has sooner or later been invaded by the rapa- 
cious hand of bloody assailants, and, for a time, been en- 
robed in armour and in blood. The Assyrian, the Per- 
sian, and the more ancient monarchies of the world which 
have gone to decay, seemed to have laid the basis of their 
despotick power in violence and force. The particular 
characteristicks of the subjects of these Empires, whether 
they were sunk into a total lethargy, and all their spirits 
chilled by the biting frost of stupidity and want, or whe- 
ther there were some displays of genius in a vigorous op- 
position, seem buried amidst the rubbish of ages. Greece 
was attacked by Philip of Macedon, and he was opposed 
by the struggling Spartans. This State, anciently eminent 
for wit and learning, for the noble actions of its numerous 
heroes, is now groaning under the Turkish yoke, and those 
admired feats of knowledge, liberty, and politeness, are 
swept away by a deluge of ignorance and barbarity. Rome, 
it is certain, did not die of a lethargy. She was dazzled 
by the clemency of the smiling Casar, before she bled by 
the point of his dagger. Denmark was gradual and irre- 
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gular in her progress to slavery. The power of the Crown 
was formerly limited and restrained by the States. At 
length, the commonalty, rinding themselves greviously op- 
pressed by the nobility and gentry, agreed to an absolute 
sovereignty. The King, having assembled their nobility 
in a garrisoned Town, received their liberties into his hands. 
The consequence is a burdensome revenue extorted from 
the subject, and a numerous army quartered upon the 
farmer, without their consent. 

The subjects of France are generally devoted to their 
Prince, though he rules them with an iron rod, and treats 
them as slaves. This Kingdom once had Parliaments, 
whose concurrence was necessary for the making of laws 
and for the raising of money. They suffered the Cardi- 
nals to deprive them of a share in the Government, and 
their Parliament, at this day, are assembled to pass such 
laws as the King is pleased to present, which none dare 
to refuse. Many of the offices of state are purchased of 
the Crown, lo increase his revenue. The nobility, clergy, 
gentry, the burgesses of Pans and other cities, are ex- 
empted from a tax on their land, while others are bowing 
beneath the weight. Their religion is papistical. The 
Protestants sought long for their liberties and religion, and 
at length obtained a toleration. But this was abolished, and 
a'cruel persecution ensued, which cost the King several 
hundred thousand of the most industrious part of his sub- 
jects. 

It was the boast of a Spanish King, that the sun never 
set upon all his extensive dominions. This Kingdom had 
formerly great and important privileges. Its inhabitants 
acted like freemen — behaved in a manner that made 
monarchs tremble. Upon an infraction of their rights, 
their allegiance ceased. They despised even the pageant- 
ry of a King. No laws could be made or repealed but 
by the consent of the subject ; nor could any taxes be 
raised but by the concurrence of the people. They have 
now lost these privileges. Ferdinand, after Spain became 
one monarchy, by many artful, insidious, and curious prac- 
tices, sapped the foundation of its freedom, and the great 
men bartered away their liberties; they sold themselves 
and their posterity to the Crown. Slow and silent were 
their first attacks. The States, consisting of the nobility, 
clergy, and representatives of the Commons, meet now 
only to record and confirm the decrees of the Court, which 
will compel a submission, should they refuse it. Thus the 
Crown of 'Spain has become absolutely despotick, and the 
inquisition rages in all its horrours. 

I have been, my dear friends, wounding your feelings 
by the blackest scenes in all historick existence. Scenes 
of" great, happy, and flourishing Empires reduced to wretch- 
edness, by the remissness and pusillanimity of their sub- 
jects. I will now reverse the picture, and show it on its 
brightest side — bright although set in crimson shades. 

When the wheels of the political machine get out of 
repair, Government drags on heavily, and, although brought 
to a low ebb, may be recovered by prudent management. 
But when the stamina is poisoned, and a canker or gan- 
grene is forming on every part, amputations and incisions 
are the only expedients. Instances in English story of 
the people's asserting their rights by the point of the sword 
are not wanting ; and those of an early date. When the 
Stuart family possessed the throne, the nation were in 
a situation truly melancholy. For a long course of years 
the liberty of the subject seemed to be fluctuating. Its 
motion was sometimes direct, and sometimes retrograde. 
Its eccentricities were very great, when the English spirit 
roused, and Cromwell, with his sword, paved the way for 
its restoration. However, the gloom increased in a tenfold 
degree at the restoration of the gay and dissolute Charles 
the Second, His successor, the Duke of York, a deter- 
mined and bigoted Prince, attacked the liberties of the 
people in a more fatal manner; gradually proceeding 
until he broke down all the fences and barriers of a free 
Constitution. The tragedy of English freedom would now 
have received its finishing stroke, had not the lion once 
more roused. The patriots of the day hunted up from 
the darkness of antiquity the principles of their free Go- 
vernment. These were hammered on the popular anvil, 
until they became familiar to every breast. This drove 
James from the Kingdom, and ushered in the glorious Re- 
volution. 



I will conclude with an instance that comes home to our 
own case. The Netherlands contained seventeen Provin- 
ces. They were free, and enjoyed great privileges. But 
free States are always viewed with jealousy. Charles V 
invaded and fiercely attacked many of their rights. His 
successor, Philip II, King of Spain, followed the same 
plan, and materially altered their Constitution. The peo- 
ple perceived the innovations, and were determined to 
oppose the encroachments of power, and lop off the excres- 
cences from their Constitution, by hazarding the event of 
a civil war. This they attempted under the most discour- 
aging circumstances. Awed by a soldiery quartered in 
their bowels, with Alva, an accomplished officer of great 
experience, at their head ; terrified by the tortures of the 
inquisition, which had drove most of their enterprising 
leaders out of the nation — all these hazards, difficulties, 
and dangers, they dared to encounter, for the preservation 
of their rights and their old Constitution. Watered in 
blood, the plant grew, spread, and gloriously flourished. 
The event of the struggle was a rich compensation. 
Seven of the seventeen Provinces threw off the yoke. 
The other ten were reduced to Spanish servility — .to 
something worse than death. 

It is not the beauties of nature, says one, that can cap- 
tivate alone. Freedom polishes their lustre, and gives a 
relish to every other pleasure. Without it they look 
gloomy and uninviting. Hence in the countries of Bur~ 
gundy, Stc, in France, though naturally luxuriant, the 
people are miserable and unhappy. Whereas in Swisser- 
land, the native smiles and is contented. Liberty produ- 
ces comfort — nay, plenty — even among rocks. She smileth 
in the sternest regions. She blesses in spite of nature ; 
and in spite of nature tyranny brings curses. 

Leaving you to your own reflection and natural pene- 
tration until rny next, let me remind you that inattention 
and pusillanimity are equally dangerous. Let me conjure 
you by the groans and cries of an enslaved Turk ; by the 
racking tortures of a Spanish inquisition ; by every motive, 
by every principle that can reach your hearts ; by that af- 
fection towards your Country that should animate you as 
its guardians; by those sentiments that should influence 
you as men and as Christians ; by that tenderness and 
sympathy which results from a reflection on those endear- 
ments that brighten the chain of existence and make 
beings happy ; by life, by death, by every duty and ob- 
ligation that respects time or eternity — be determined, at 
every risk, at every hazard, to struggle to the last to save 
yourselves and the community, your immediate and remote 
posterity, from the fate of Greece and Rome, of France 
and Spain. On this critical period depends the destiny of 
Kingdoms and Empires for ages yet to come. 



ADDRESS OF THE PRINCIPAL INHABITANTS OF THE ANCIENT 
BOROUGH OF PERTH. 

Address of the principal Inhabitants of the ancient Bo- 
rough of Perth, presented to His Majesty by the Honour- 
able Colonel James Murray, Representative in Parliament 
for the County of Perth. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful subjects, the principal inha- 
bitants of your ancient Borough of Perth, beg leave, at 
this important crisis, to testify our grateful sense of the 
many blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's Govern- 
ment, and our abhorrence of the unnatural and unprovoked 
rebellion which has been excited among our deluded fel- 
low-subjects of America, by the artifices of ambitious and 
designing men. 

The lenient measures which your Majesty, induced by 
your paternal tenderness, had employed for reclaiming that 
infatuated people, having proved ineffectual, your Majesty 
has at last been compelled, by their obstinate disobedience, 
to have recourse to more vigorous exertions. We think 
ourselves bound, by every consideration of duty and inte- 
rest, to declare our resolution to support your Majesty on 
this occasion, so far as we are able, in our several stations 
and professions, being convinced that the supremacy of the 
British Legislature over the Colonies is essential to the 
harmony, strength, and happiness of the whole Empire 

November 4, 1775. 
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ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF LINLITHGOW. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Council of the 
Borough of Linlithgow, in Council assembled, presented 
to His Majesty by Sir James Cockbum, Baronet, their 
Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, the Provost, Magistrates, and Council of your Ma- 
jesty's ancient Borough of Linlithgow, in Council assem- 
bled, beg leave to approach your royal presence, and 
declare our abhorrence of that pernicious spirit of licen- 
tiousness and avowed rebellion that prevails among some 
of the Colonies in America. Nor can we regard with 
less abhorrence any persons who by their conduct have 
contributed to kindle, or still continue to encourage and 
foment this rebellion, which it is the indispensable duty of 
every good citizen to oppose and suppress. 

It is with no less astonishment than indignation that we 
behold the misled and deluded Colonies, who have been 
nursed up from feeble beginnings to opulence and great- 
ness, by the tender care of their Parent State, and pro- 
tected from all their enemies in the full enjoyment of all 
their advantages, at an immense expense ; who are blessed 
with the most excellent Constitution the woild ever knew, 
enjoy the most mild and equal laws, and live under your 
Majesty's most gracious reign, hurried into a behaviour so 
undutiful to your Majesty and their Parent State, and so 
destructive to themselves. 

But while our thoughts dwell with deep concern on this 
subject, permit us, great Sire, to say, we are fully confi- 
dent such wisdom and vigour in council, such spirit in 
enterprise, such conduct and firmness in execution, will be 
exerted under your Majesty's auspicious direction, as, by 
the blessing of Heaven, may soon suppress this rebellion 
and all its abettors ; reduce the deluded Colonists to a 
sense of duty and loyalty, restore peace, establish and ex- 
tend commerce, and diffuse a spirit of unanimity, the 
strength of every State, over all the extensive Dominions 
of the British Empire. 

To compass these important ends, our most zealous en- 
deavours shall be cheerfully and vigorously exerted. 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty of our most firm 
loyalty and attachment to your sacred person, family, and 
Government. That your Majesty may long reign in the 
hearts of a free, united, happy, and grateful people; and 
that some of your Majesty's illustrious race, inheriting 
your royal virtues as well as throne, may rule in these 
realms to latest posterity, is the sincere and hearty prayer 
of this community. 

This, in their name, in their presence, and at their ap- 
pointment, is subscribed by 

Robert Clark, Provost. 

Linlithgow, November 4, 1775. 



His Majesty's service ; which you cannot belter or more 
acceptably promote, than by consulting the good of his 
subjects. 

You may depend upon my hearty co-operation with you 
in every measure which may tend to such desirable pur- 
poses. 

To his Excellency Sir Basil Keith, Knight, Captain- 
General, Governour, and Commander-in-Chief of Ja- 
maica, ^-c. 

The humble Address of the Assembly : 

May it please your Excellency : 

We, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Assembly of Jamaica, return your Excellency our sincere 
thanks for your speech at the opening of this session. 

We are happy that our zeal for the prosperity of this 
Country, and attachment to its interest, are satisfactory to 
your Excellency. We could not expect less from a gen- 
tleman so well disposed to promote its happiness. 

The necessary supplies for the support of Government, 
and the exigencies of the publick, we shall cheerfully 
grant; and your Excellency's recommendation will be an 
additional motive for our immediately taking into consi- 
deration the state of the forts and fortifications. 

Gratitude to our Sovereign for the many benefits we 
enjoy under his auspicious reign, and our desire to express 
that gratitude, by endeavouring to render your Excellen- 
cy's Government easy, will impel us to carry on the pub- 
lick business, as far as regards us, with harmony ; and, being 
certain of your Excellency's concurrence in every measure 
for the publick advantage, we shall endeavour to promote 
His Majesty's service, by consulting the good of his sub- 
jects. 

To which his Excellency was pleased to return the fol- 
lowing answer : 
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly: 

I sincerely thank you for your address. 

Your gratitude to the best of Sovereigns will be extremely 
pleasing to him ; for his first wish is to reign in the hearts 
of his subjects. The manner in which you mean to show 
that gratitude calls forth feelings I want words to express ; 
but 1 hope, by every act of administration, to convince 
you and your constituents, that no man is more warmly 
interested than I am in the prosperity of Jav\aica. 



ASSEMBLY OF JAMAICA. 

Kingston, Jamaica, November 4, 1775. 

On Tuesday the honourable House of Assembly met, 
according to Proclamation, when his Excellency the Go- 
vernour was pleased to open the session with the following 
speech : 
Gentlemen of the Council, 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly: 

As I have very satisfactory experience of your zeal for 
the prosperity of this Country and attachment to its inte- 
rests, it is with the greatest pleasure I meet you again in 
General Assembly. 
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Assembly: 

I have hitherto found you very ready to grant suffi- 
cient supplies for the support of Government, and all the 
exigencies of the publick service. 1 ask no more, and 
promise myself you will cheerfully raise them. 

The state of the forts and fortifications shall be laid 
before you, which I recommend to your most serious con- 
sideration. 
Gentlemen of the Council, 

Mr. Speaker, and. Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

I firmly trust the business of this session will be carried 
on with harmony among yourselves, and the advantages of 



FRANCIS MENTZES TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, November 4, 1775. 

Honoured Sir : Finding that a Battalion is now raising 
in the Province of Pennsylvania, for American Continental 
service, and being informed that the Adjutant, as well as 
Field-Officers, are to be appointed by the honourable the 
Continental Congress, in which you preside, I beg leave 
to address myself to you, as a gentleman ever willing to 
take notice of those who may be capable of assisting, in 
any manner, the grand cause of all British-America. I 
have made some application to the Assembly of Pennsyl- 
vania, for an office in the Battalion now raising, but have 
not had the influence of those gentlemen who are nomina- 
ted by the Assembly for officers. I am desirous to enter 
into the service of the United Colonies of North America, 
in their present opposition to tyranny and oppression, and 
that not from motives of self-interest, but willing and could 
wish to be employed to act in the office to which I have 
the confidence to think myself equal. I am willing to be 
put to the trial. I could, perhaps, say much, from the op- 
portunities I have had in Germany, during the last war, but 
think most prudent not to be ostentatious. My greatest 
ambition, at present, is to become Adjutant to the Batta- 
lion now raising in Pennsylvania ; an office which I take 
the liberty to say.I perfectly understand, as well in the 
field as in garrison. Pardon me, Sir, the liberty I have 
taken to address you in writing. As to my private character, 
gentlemen with whom you are acquainted, particularly 
Colonel George Ross and James Wilson, both of the Con- 
gress, will vouch for me. 

I am your most obedient humble servant, 

Francis Mentzes. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of. the 
Continental Congress. 
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TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Philadelphia, November 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen of the Committee : I sincerely sympa- 
thize with you in your distress, and, from the inhuman pro- 
ceedings of those tyrants that infest America, 1 am afraid 
your valuable Town of Neiv-York is in danger of being 
burnt. I would therefore recommend to you to prepare 
fire-vessels, which, properly made use of, will defend you 
against your infernal enemies, and save your Town, which 
is valuable. 1 am of opinion I am possessed of a know- 
ledge that would be efficacious in burning such vessels as 
may come to do you damage ; but as my situation requires 
me to conceal my name, at present, it would not be pru- 
dent it should yet be known, as it may be attended with 
ill consequences to me ; neither would it be prudent to risk 
my advice without an advantage in proportion to the ser- 
vice I may do. Should you, therefore, gentlemen, con- 
ceive the above proposal to be of any importance, and 
deserving of an answer, be pleased to direct to A, at the 
London Coffee-House, to the care of Mr. Hugh James, the 
bar-keeper. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

A. 
To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, in New- 
York. 

By the Council of Massachusetts-Bay, 
A Proclamation for a Publick Thanksgiving. 

Although, in consequence of the unnatural, cruel, and 
barbarous measures adopted and' pursued by ihe British 
Administration, great and distressing calamities are brought 
upon our oppressed Country, and on this Colony in par- 
ticular, we feel the dreadful effects of civil war, by which 
America is stained with the blood of her valiant sons, who 
have bravely fallen in the laudable defence of our rights 
and privileges: Our capital, once the seat of justice, opu- 
lence, and virtue, is unjustly wrested from its proper owners, 
who are obliged to flee from the iron hand of tyranny, or 
are held in the unrelenting arms of oppression ; our sea- 
ports greatly distressed, and towns burnt by the foes, who 
have acted the parts of barbarous incendiaries : And al- 
though the wise and holy Governour of the world has, in 
his righteous providence, sent droughts into this Colony, 
and wasting sickness into many of our Towns, yet we have 
the greatest reason to adore and praise the supreme Dis- 
poser of Events, who deals infinitely better with us than we 
deserve, and, amidst all his judgments, hath remembered 
mercy, by causing the voice of health again to be heard 
amongst us. Instead of famine, affording to an ungrateful 
people a competency of the necessaries and comforts of 
life ; in remarkably preserving and protecting our troops, 
when in apparent danger, while our enemies, with all their 
boasted skill and strength, have met with loss, disappoint- 
ment, and defeat; and, in the course of his good provi- 
dence, the Father of Mercies hath bestowed upon us many 
other favours, which call for our grateful acknowledgments: 

Therefore, we have thought fit, with the advice of the 
Council and House of Representatives, to appoint Thurs- 
day, the 23d day of November instant, to be observed 
as a day of publick Thanksgiving throughout this Colony; 
hereby calling upon ministers and people to meet for reli- 
gious worship on said c\\\y, and devoutly to offer up their 
unfeigned praises to Almighty God, the source and benevo- 
lent bestower of all good, for his affording the necessary 
means of subsistence, though our commerce has been pre- 
vented, and the supplies from the fishery denied us : That 
such a measure of health is enjoyed among us ; that the 
lives of our officers and soldiers have been so remarkably 
preserved, while our enemies have fell before them: That 
the vigorous efforts which have been used to excite the 
savage vengeance of the wilderness, an/1 rouse the Indians 
to arms, that an unavoidable destruction might come upon 
our frontiers, have been almost miraculously defeated : 
That our unnatural enemies, instead of ravaging the Coun- 
try with uncontrolled sway, are confined within such nar- 
row limits, to their own mortification and distress, environed 
by an American Army, brave and determined: That such a 
band of union, founded upon the best principles, unites the 
American Colonies : That our rights and privileges, both 
civil and religious, are so far preserved to us, notwithstand- 



ing all the attempts of our barbarous enemies to deprive us 
of them. And to offer up humble and fervent prayers to 
Almighty God, for the whole British Empire, especially 
for the united American Colonies: That he would bless 
our civil rulers, and lead them into wise and prudent mea- 
sures in this dark and difficult day: That he would endow 
our General Court with all that wisdom which is profitable 
to direct: That he would graciously smile upon our en- 
deavours to restore peace, preserve our rights and privi- 
leges, and hand them down to posterity: That he would 
give wisdom to the American Congress, equal to their im- 
portant station : That he would direct the Generals and 
ihe American Armies, wherever employed, and give them 
success and victory: That he would preserve and strengthen 
the harmony of the United Colonies : That he would pout- 
out his spirit upon all orders of men through the land ; 
bring us to a hearty repentance and reformation ; purify 
and sanctify all his churches : That he would make ours 
Emanuel's land : That he would spread the knowledge of 
the Redeemer through the whole earth, and fill the world 
with his glory. 

And all servile labour is forbidden on said day. 
Given under our hands, at the Council Chamber in Wa- 
tertown, the fourth day of November, in the year of the 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy -five. 
By their Honours' command : 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

James Otis, Benjamin Lincoln, 

Walter Spooner, Michael Farley, 

Caleb Cushing, 

Joseph Gerrish, 

John Whetcomb, 

Jedediah Foster, 

James Prescott, 

Eldad Taylor, 



Joseph Palmer, 
Samuel Holten, 
Jabez Fisher, 
Moses Gill, 
Benjamin White. 



God save the People. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO J0SIAH QUINCY. 

Cambridge, November 4, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 31st ult. was presented to me 
yesterday. I thank you, as I shall do every gentleman, 
for suggesting any measure which you conceive to be con- 
ducive to the publick service ; but in the adoption of a 
plan, many things are to be considered to decide upon the 
utility of it. In the one proposed by you, I shall not under- 
take to determine whether it be good, or whether it be 
bad; but thus much I can say, that if there is any spot 
upon the main, which has an equal command of the ship- 
channel to Boston harbour, (and give me leave to add that 
Point Aldcrton is not without its advocates,) in all other 
respects it must have infinitely the preference ; because the 
expense of so many batteries as you propose, with the 
necessary defences to secure the channel, the communica- 
tion, and a retreat, in the dernier resort, from the east end 
of Long-Island, are capital objections. Not, I confess, of 
such importance as to weigh against the object in view, if 
the scheme is practicable. But what signifies Long-Island, 
Point Aldcrton, Dorchester, fee, while we are in a man- 
ner destitute of cannon, and compelled to keep the little 
powder we have for the use of the musketry. The know- 
ledge of this fact is an unanswerable argument against every 
place, and may serve to account for my not having viewed 
the several spots which have been so advantageously spoken 
of. I am not without intentions of making them a visit, 
and shall assuredly do myself the honour of calling upon 
you. In the mean while, permit me to thank you most 
cordially for your polite invitation, and to assure you that 
I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 
Josiah tyuincy, Braintrce. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF 
DEDHAM. 

Cambridge, November 4, 1775. 

Gentlemen: His Excellency received a letter, dated 
the 26th ultimo, from David Parker, in which he most 
pathetically deplores his situation. After the most solemn 
assurances of contrition for the part he acted, and stron"- 
declarations of his regard for the liberties of his Country" 
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he prays that the arrest under which he now is may be 
removed. 1 have it in command from his Excellency, to 
let you know that he has no objection to his enlargement, 
provided he can make it appear clear to you that he is no 
longer inimical to the Country. 
I am your most humble servant, 

Stephen Moylan. 

To the Committee of Safety of Dedham. 



commander of the Privateer Warren, has carried a sloop, 
loaded with wood, as I am informed, bound to Boston, into 
Portsmouth. I have heard nothing concerning the rest of 
the privateers since their sailing. 

I shall wait your Excellency's orders with regard to the 
above ; and beg leave to subscribe myself your Excel- 
lency's most obedient humble servant, 

William Bartlett. 

To his Excellency General Washington. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO DAVID PARKER. 

Cambridge, November 4, 1775. 

Sir : By his Excellency's command, I wrote this day 
to the Committee of Safety of Dedham, letting them know 
that he had no objection to your enlargement, provided 
you satisfied them that you are not inimical to the liberties 
of your Country. 

1 am, Sir, &,c, Stephen Moylan. 

To Mr. David Parker. 



STSPHEI MO'/LAV TO S.VMU2L GOODWIN. 

Head-Quarters, November 4, 1775. 

Sir : T am commanded by his Excellency to acknowledge 
the receipt of your favour of the 28th ult. He is pleased 
that you had supplied Colonel Arnold with the plans for 
his route to Quebec!:. If it hereafter should be found neces- 
sary to lay out the road you mention, his Excellency won't 
be unmindful of your offers of service for that purpose. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

„, „ 7 „ , . r, Stephen Moylan. 

lo Samuel Goodwin, ksq. 



WILLIAM BARTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, November 4, 1775. 

Sir : Since I have had the honour of a commission under 
your Excellency, 1 have never had an opportunity before 
to return you my hearty thanks. The honour conferred 
on me 1 gratefully acknowledge, and hope I shall be able 
so far to do my duty as to meet with the approbation of 
your Excellency; if so, I am sure of doing honour to my 
Country, which is my sincere desire. 

I have the pleasure of informing your Excellency, that 
this morning, at daylight, there appeared two sloops at 
anchor under one of our islands, called by the name of the 
Misery. One of them came to sail, and went in a direct 
course for Boston ; the other, being very much torn to 
pieces in the gale of wind, was unfit to proceed on her in- 
tended voyage. Two resolute people, in a small boat, 
went off, and took possession of her before we knew of it 
in this part of the Town. However, some of Captain 
Brown's Company of stationed men, together with a num- 
ber of inhabitants, armed, went down and brought her up 
safe in this harbour. I have taken the liberty of taking 
.her under my care. My instructions are short with re- 
gard to such prizes ; as I hope many such may be taken, 
which Providence may force into our harbours in gales of 
wind, before next spring, beg your Excellency will give me 
particular instructions with regard to them. I find, by ex- 
amination, that Captain Ritchee has been a long while 
out of Boston, has been blown off the coast as far as the- 
latitude thirty-eight ; but there being no log-book on board, 
must refer to the bills of parcels for the confirmation of the 
matter with regard to the time he has been from Boston. 
1 have procured all the papers on board of her, and send 
them to your Excellency by Captain Brown. Captain 
Ritchee's crew consists of his father, one white man, one 
mulatto fellow, one negro, and two women, passengers, 
which I shall keep secure until further orders from your 
Excellency. As Captain Ritchee. had the original bills of 
parcels, I thought it would be most satisfactory to send them 
up to you, which I believe contain the chiefest part of her 
cargo, except one barrel of pork, one barrel of flour, and one 
barrel and one hogshead of rum, part of a hogshead of to- 
bacco, and one trunk of English goods. Your Excellency 
will find, by some of the papers enclosed, that Captain 
Ritchee has been one voyage, if no more, to Annapolis, 
and carried up provisions to the Ministerial Army; and 
make no doubt but his intentions were the same now, if 
Providence had not frowned upon him. 

I would inform your Excellency that Captain Adams, 



JOHN ADAMS TO ELBRIDGE GERRY. 

Philadelphia, November 5, 1775. 

Dear Sir: T am under such restrictions, injunctions, and 
engagements of secrecy, respecting every thing which passes 
in Congress, that I cannot communicate my own thoughts 
freely to my friends, so far as is necessary to ask their ad- 
vice and opinions concerning questions which many of 
them understand much better than I do. This, however, 
is an inconvenience which must be submitted to, for the 
sake of superior advantage. 

But I must take the liberty to say, that I think we shall 
soon attend to maritime affairs and naval preparations. No 
great things are to be expected at first, but out of a little a 
great deal may grow. 

It is very odd that I, who have spent my days in 
researches and employments so very different, and who 
have never thought much of old ocean, or the dominion of 
it, should, be necessitated to make such inquiries ; but it is 
my fate and my duty, and therefore I must attempt it. 

I am to inquire what number of seamen may be found 
in our Province, who would probably enlist in the service, 
either as marines, or on board of armed vessels, in the pay 
of the Continent, or in the pay of the Province, or on board 
of privateers fitted out by private adventurers. 

I must also entreat you to let me know the names, 
places of abode, and characters, of such persons, belonging 
to any of the sea-port Towns in our Province, as are quali- 
fied for officers and commanders of armed vessels. 

I want to be further instructed, what ships, brigantines, 
schooners, &,c, are to be found in any port of the Province, 
to be sold or hired out, which will be suitable for armed 
vessels. What their tonnage, the depth of water they draw, 
their breadth, their decks, foe, and to whom they belong, 
and what is their age. 

Further, what places in our Province are most secure 
and best accommodated for building new vessels of force, 
in case a measure of that kind should be thought of. The 
Committee have returned, much pleased with what they 
have seen and heard, which shows that their embassy will 
be productive of happy effects. They say the only disagree- 
able circumstance was, that their engagements, haste, and 
constant attention to business, were such as prevented them 
from forming such acquaintances with the gentlemen of our 
Province as they wished. But as Congress was waiting 
for their return, before they could determine upon affairs of 
the last moment, they had not time to spare. 

They are pretty well convinced, I believe, of several 
important points, which they and others doubted before. 

New-Hampshire has leave to assume a Government, 
and so has South- Carolina ; but this must not be freely 
talked of as yet, at least from me. 

Ncic-England will now be able to exert her strength, 
which a little time will show to be greater than either Great 
Britain or America imagines. I give you joy of the agree- 
able prospect in Canada. We have the colours of the 
Seventh Regiment, as the first fruits of victory. 

m »» r,i, ■ 7 n John Adams. 

To Mr. Elbndgc Gerry. 



COMMISSIONERS FOR FORTIFICATIONS TO NATHANIEL WOOD- 
HULL. 

Highlands, November 5, 1775. 

Sir: You will be pleased to lay this letter, with the en- 
closed, before the honourable Congress for this Province, 
by which they will see the necessity there is of immediately 
settling those matters Mr. Btdloiv laid before them, when 
he was in New-York last. We have had some evil per- 
sons already among us, who have instilled into the minds 
of the people at work here, that there is no security for 
their pay. This has given us a deal of trouble, with a set 
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of people whose tempers and dispositions are as various as 
their faces, to convince to the contrary. All our influence 
cannot get them to work on Sundays. An order from the 
honourable Board on this head will have great weight, to be 
made publick here. Some of the artificers who were em- 
ployed by the master workman have had the assurance to 
say they were not to be directed by the Commissioners, but 
by their own master workman. The advanced season of 
the year, and necessity of forwarding the works, is a reason 
why we did not immediately disband them from the work. 
We are, Sir, with esteem, your humble servants, 

Samuel Bayard, 
William Bf.dlow, 

v .i • , T, 7 ,, „ -p, Thomas Grenell. 

JSathamel Woodhull, Esq. 



COLONEL ROMANS TO COMMISSIONERS FOR FORTIFICATIONS. 

Fort Constitution, November 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Considering myself placed by the Con- 
gress in a very conspicuous rank, which requires it of me 
that I should watch the interests of America, as far as in 
my power lies, and having frequently observed that the 
plan we at present pursue is a very lame one, for the re- 
medying of which I have often offered my discourse, but as 
we are momentarily interrupted by our discontented gen- 
try, I resolved to pen down and lay before you the follow- 
ing considerations, in our present situation at the post of 
Martelaer's Rock, in the Highlands: 

The number of men now employed on the fortifications 
are one hundred and thirty-seven, they being distributed as 
follows, viz: carpenters, thirty-six; masons, twenty-seven; 
blacksmiths, two; miners, four — sixty-nine artificers: stew- 
ard, one ; cooks, five ; overseers, three ; seamen, employed 
as such on shore, two; seamen, employed as such in ves- 
sels, four; mortar-makers, two; actual labourers, fifty one — 
sixty-eight. Total, one hundred and thirty-seven. 

This disposition is the most erroneous that can possibly 
be imagined, and must lend to retard our works; nor can 
w x e pretend to do any thing till better regulations take 
place. 

This will appear from the following estimate, which 1 
judge to be right, but am willing to submit the same to the 
opinion of any able engineer or engineers. Each mason 
ought to have, as attendants, two stone-breakers, two stone- 
carriers, one mortar-carrier; five in all. 

With this assistance, each mason will with ease make 
one hundred cubical feet of stone wall in twelve hours' time, 
provided, to every four masons one miner be allowed, to 
work in the quarry. 

Thus it is evident, that our twenty-seven masons, attend- 
ed by one hundred and thirty-five labourers and seven mi- 
ners, would have completed the two thousand four hundred 
perches of stone wall, contained in my estimate, in twenty- 
eight days, of twelve hours each ; but, to allow for extra 
occurrences, I will say thirty days. 

Then it follows that twenty -seven masons, suppose them to 
have 9s. 6d. per day each, including provisions, will 

daily cost, £12 16 6 

Seven miners, suppose them 6s., provisions in- 
cluded, is, daily, - -- 220 



£14 18 6 



Which will amount in thirty days to £454 10s. 

N. B. Please to observe, that in my estimate the 
labourers' work stands as a separate article. 

But instead of such a regular arrangement, a very differ- 
ent one has unhappily taken place at this post, by which 
means only about seven hundred perches are done. What 
need have 1 to animadvert on so palpable an absurdity as 
that of the half of fifty-one labourers to attend on twenty- 
seven masons? I say one-half, for surely the other half 
must be allowed for the attendance on our carpenters. 

But what makes it worse, this very day on which I write, 
I am reduced to the dilemma of keeping only seven masons 
on the principal work; the other twenty are necessarily 
employed in breaking and carrying stone, by reason that all 
the labourers are employed in unloading of vessels, there 
being now three craft at the pier head, and for fourteen or 
fifteen days past there have generally been two, nor are we 
ever without one (at least) to unload. Thus the labourers 



are all taken off, and men who are hired for seven shil- 
lings and six pence per diem do that labour, for the doing 
of which men may be had at fifty shillings per month. 

Where, then, is the wonder that we advance not as we 
should do, and that the expense becomes great? 

With regard to the timber work I have the following to 
offer. We are on an island, where we have not a single 
stick of timber fit to do any thing with, except making fire- 
wood, and not even that, as most is a shrubby kind of pine; 
if we had it, the expense of carrying it out of the woods 
and bringing it to the work would be to the amount of 
ten shillings per hundred feet, especially if done by the 
labour of men only, without oxen, whereas now we have 
good oak delivered at the landings at six shillings. 

I will undertake and promise to build a block-house, such 
as we have now erected, in six weeks, with six hands and 
two oxen, including one week as allowance for bad wea- 
ther, whereas now twelve carpenters and twenty labourers 
have been employed on the timber work thereof since the 
10th of October, and will not have completely done till 
the 10th of November. Nor happens this by reason that 
the men are idlers. No. But they are not conversant 
with similar work. It is true that they receive the timber 
in a muddy, dirty state, with a bad appearance, but it is 
hewn truer than they are able to do it ; then to reduce it 
to what they judge to be a true square, they line it and 
hew half way down ; afterwards turn it, line it again, and 
hew the other half way. Thus a piece of timber is lined 
eight times, and hewed to these eight lines, to make it 
worse than it was. Next, the piece, through the lack of 
oxen, is drawn by twenty men to the place where it is 
wanted. Here the carpenters discover it not to be hewn 
in the square, and line it and hew it again eight limes over. 
Then the dovetail is cut, and, when put together, they see 
it makes bad joints, therefore have it to dub over again. 
Whereas the country carpenter (used to such work) hews 
the whole side through by one line, and thereby leaves it, 
when he parts with it, truer than our people (unacquaint- 
ed with such work) can possibly do. 

The expense of one block-house stands, therefore, as 
follows : 
The timber and plank, 14,000 feet at 6s. per 

100 feet, £42 

2,000 shingles, at £5 per M, - - - - 10 
Much against my inclination and advice, 256 
iron bolts have been used, instead of so many 
treenails. These weigh each 5 pounds, is 
1,280 pounds, at £28 per ton, - - - - 17 IS 4 
Necessary iron, 275 pounds, at same price, - 3 17 

200 weight of nails, 9 pence, 7 10 

Work of 12 carpenters, 30 days, at 9s. 6d. per 

day, provisions included, ----- 135 
In my estimate, no value of labour in timber- 
work is mentioned, as it is of the masons ; 
therefore I must add 20 labourers, at 3s. per 
day, for 30 days, provisions included, - - 90 

£356 5 4 

But according to my method of building, with such peo- 
ple as I could find, the timber, necessary iron, shingles, and 
nails, would be --------- £63 7 

Instead of 256 bolts, as many treenails would 

not exceed --------- 1100 

Six carpenters, 36 days, at 9s. 6d. per day, pro- 
visions included, 102 12 

A yoke of oxen, teamster included, 12s. per 

day, for 15 days, 900 

£176 9 

The country carpenter is still inferior to the ship carpen- 
ter for our work, provided we can get him equally honest. 

From the above small specimen, it is evident, that even 
in the cheapest method, timber at this place becomes 
infinitely higher than the masonry, and I am now con- 
vinced that stone towers, of the nature of block-houses, 
would not amount to above one hundred Pounds each' 
complete, at this place; and, when finished, they are pre- 
ferable. 

Among other bad regulations that have taken place here, 
there is one most grievously against the sound policy that 
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ought to prevail. Besides the carpenters from the city, 
some country carpenters are employed, who have a chief, 
as well as the former, and being a more diligent set of peo- 
ple than those from the city, have very deservedly (though 
somewhat injudiciously) some marks of special favour shown 
them. 

From this distinction sprung envy, who never fails in all 
similar cases to rear her head. I will only remark, that 
such favour ouo-ht to have been shown in a manner somewhat 
less open. Yet, in favour of the country carpenters, l must 
say, that they labour harder, and do not stand on the 
punctilium of stated hours. Likewise, I believe, had the 
country carpenters been first engaged, they might have been 
hired for six shillings per day, and thus been an example 
to the others. The breach is already pretty large between 
them. Should it continue to widen, so that it becomes 
necessary to remove one party, my advice is, to remove 
those from the City. 

We have seen that the two oxen, in one day, drew 
twelve pieces of timber and four pieces of cannon from the 
landing to the block-house — a labour which would have 
employed, according to our experience, twenty men for 
two clays. In other matters, this holds exactly similar. 
Therefore, twenty men, at three shillings per day, provi- 
sions included, is, for two days, six pounds ; and two oxen, 
with the teamster, cost, if hired for one day, twelve shil- 
lings. Here rises a balance of five pounds eight shillings 
per day. 

Your winter's firing will be impossible to get without 
oxen. In getting that, and drawing of timber, each yoke 
will do the work of thirty men, at least. 

This makes the reason appear evident, why I have so 
strenuously recommended the procuring of oxen. They 
will cost thirty bushels of corn and one load of hay, per 
head, in four months — equal to about seven pounds; and 
then, if care is taken of them, they will sell for the original 
price; but if they are kept in the same manner as the two 
we have now, I confess they had better be left alone, for 
you will want new oxen every fourteen days. 

The next and greatest grievance to be considered is, the 
erroneous principle on which our labourers are procured. 
Instead of hiring them for a month, and thereby giving 
them an opportunity of harassing us in the shocking man- 
ner they do, I humbly think, gentlemen, that you ought 
to recommend it, that they be enlisted for a limited time, 
suppose six months, under the denomination of pioneers, 
or whatever else may be thought a proper appellation for 
such a body. 

I cannot omit mentioning, that when I first took a super- 
ficial view of the ground, I judged it to be less rough than 
it proves to be. I likewise thought that there was more 
wood, which made me put down more axes, bill-hooks, and 
spades, than I now find necessary, we being here in the 
very extreme of rough ground. Yet the number sent up 
is more disproportioned than even my rough estimate. I 
will point out the just proportion of tools, as they ought to 
be given to the workmen ; it may be of use. 

In extreme rough ground : 1—10 shovels, 1-20 spades, 
1-16 miner's hammers, 1-8 jumpers, 1-16 wedges and 
cold chisels, 1-8 small crowbars, 1-40 large do., with claws, 
1-8 mauls, 1-16 pick-axes, 1-8 grubbing-hoes, 7-S0 axes, 
1-20 bill-hooks. 

In extreme fine soil : 1-4 spades, 1—2 shovels, 1-8 grub- 
bing-hoes, 1-16 pick-axes, 1-40 axes, 3-80 bill-hooks. 

The mediums must be calculated according to the nature 
of soils between these two extremes. 

We cannot work here without powder. I know it is 
scarce ; but suppose it to cost even ten shillings per pound, 
and that four miners make eight holes per diem, with an 
inch au^er, which require each two and a half inches of 
powder. This will make twenty inches of powder. Now, 
twenty-one inches of powder, in an inch hole, make three 
pounds ; therefore, three times ten is thirty shillings ; and 
four miners, at six shillings per day, is twenty-four shil- 
]j nC r S — together, two pounds fourteen shillings. And these 
four miners will break more stone than thirty men with 
mauls can do; yet these thirty men would cost you, pro- 
visions included, three shillings each, which amounts to 
four pounds ten shillings per diem. 

Another thing I have to remonstrate to you, gentlemen. 
This is, that the Steward never yet has been made to keep 



a regular book of the accounts of his delivery of provisions, 
&c. ; which, however, in my opinion, is highly necessary. 
Likewise, that a person ought to be appointed, who should 
take an exact account of what tools are delivered out in 
the morning, and to whom ; observing at night that the 
same person returns a similar tool, be it whole or broken. 
This method is far preferable to that of throwing by a bro- 
ken axe, maul, or crowbar, while nobody knows how tools 
are expended. In my humble opinion, the Steward could 
do this, without adding much vexatious labour to his pre- 
sent employment. 

The number of strangers who come, nolens volens, to 
visit us, is a gross grievance. A rascal, who does not 
vouchsafe to lift his hat to us, nor even avoids to insult us, 
comes into our innermost recess, and interrupts us, perhaps 
at a time when we are consulting the welfare of the com- 
munity. 

By noticing the above mistakes, and properly amending 
them, I make no doubt but we will, in this day of need, 
save a great sum of money for our country. 

I entreat you, therefore, to endeavour the making of the 
necessary alterations, in which I am highly interested, by 
reason that the rank 1 hold endangers me of being made 
the butt against which all resentment may break; because, 
if the present measures continue, my calculations will prove 
erroneous ; but if these mistakes in proceedings are altered, 
as I propose, my estimate must prove true, or nearly so. 
The power lies with you, gentlemen. I have never re- 
ceived any kind of instructions from the Congress or Com- 
mittee, that may serve me as a line for the regulation of 
my conduct, except that I understood their intentions were, 
that I should give you my advice, and therefore consider 
myself in duty bound to be content under your direction 
of affairs in every particular ; but I could not forbear taking 
this liberty, in telling you what I think the most eligible 
path to pursue. 

I am, with the greatest respect, Gentlemen, your most 
obedient humble servant, o i? 0MAVS 

To the Commissioners for Fortifications at the Highlands. 

P. S. The draught of the above writing was prepared 
before Captains Bedlow and Grenell came up. Since 
that, some variation in our distribution of labourers and 
masons has taken place. Though it is better than the 
former, it is still very absurd, and only serves to show the 
instability of our plan. 

They now stand thus, viz : 

Carpenters, thirty; masons, sixteen ; smiths, two — forty- 
eight artificers: steward, one; cooks, five ; overseers, two ; 
gunner, one; seamen employed on shore, two; seamen 
employed on board of vessels, four; mortar-maker, one; 
actual labourers, fifty-two — total, sixty-eight. In all, one 
hundred and sixteen. 



Estimate of the Expense that will accrue in the finishing 
the Fortifications in the Highlands, laid before the 
Committee of Safety, in New-York, on the 2d Octo- 
ber, 1775. 

2,400 perches of stone wall, each porch containing 16£ 
feet in length, 18 inches high, by 12 wide, at 5s. 6d., £660. 
2£ bushels of unslacked lime, are taken up by each perch, 
is 6,000 bushels, 6d., £150. 

1,000 pieces of ranging timber, 18 feet long, 12 inches 
square, for five block-houses, and for the merlons of the 
battery, &c. This contains 216,000 superficial feet, at 
6s. per hundred, (at Windsor Landing,) £648. 

1,500 two-inch plank, for platforms of the battery and 
floors of the block-houses — 400 of 24 feet long, 10 inches 
wide ; 1,200 of 20 feet long, 10 inches wide — 49,600 feet ; 
say 50,000 feet, (at Windsor Landing,) at 6s. per hundred, 
£150. 

1,200 beams and sleepers, for block-houses and plat- 
forms, of different lengths, from 8 to 24 feet long, 9 inches 
by 3, supposed to contain 50,000 feet, (at Windsor Land- 
ing,) at 6s. per hundred, £150. 

3,200 for each, is 16,000 shingles for five block-houses, 
at £5 per thousand, £80. 

140 laths, of 14 feet long, for each, is 700 laths, of 
2J inches by 1J, for the roofs of five block-houses, about 
£15. 
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80 rafters of 16 feet long, 80 rafters of ten feet long, is 
1 60 rafters for the block-houses, their mean measure being 
6 inches by 3, is 3,120 feet, at 6s. per hundred, (at Wind- 
sor,*) is £9 7s., say £10. 

2,000 fascines, for levelling, &,c, will cost about £25. 

4,000 pickets, to picket these down, made out of about 
1,000 laths, £20. 

500 tompions for loopholes, about £2. 

40 ports, 5 windows, and 6 doors for block-houses and 
magazines, and a gate and wicket for the citadel, about 
£30. 

6,400 broad-headed spikes, for the gate and wicket, and 
block-house doors and windows, 10 to a pound, of iron, is 
640 pounds ; 14 bolts of 10 pounds each, is 140 pounds ; 
5 bolts of 4 pounds each, 20 pounds ; 26 hinges, on an 
average, 250 pounds ; 50 iron hoops, for swivels, about 
200 pounds; small iron work, about 200 pounds — in all, 
1,450 pounds, say 15 cwt. wrought iron, at Is. per pound, 
£75. 

Broad-headed copper nails for magazine door, 360, 10 
to a pound, 36 pounds; copper hinges and bolts, 30 
pounds ; two copper circles, or busses, for vents, 20 
pounds — about 80 pounds wrought copper, at 3s. 6d. per 
pound, £14. 

5 ordinary locks, £2; 1 large lock, £l ; 1 copper lock, 
£] ; about 1,000 pounds nails, £40; 5,000 treenails, 
about £25. 

Necessary tools — 6 stone mauls, 20 very large pick stone 
hammers, 20 pick-axes, 130 crowbars, 50 hand bill-hooks, 
50 axes and hatchets, 50 spades, 40 mallets, 300 sand 
bags of crocus, 50 hand-barrows — about £150. 

For the barracks, 80 by 20 feet : 2 sills, 4 by 5 inches, 
80 feet long, 270 feet; 2 plates, 4 by 6 inches, 80 feet 
long, 320 feet ; 25 beams, 4 by 6 inches, 20 feet long, 
1,000 feet; 50 posts, 4 by 6 inches, 8 feet long, 800 feet ; 
50 rafters, 4 by 4 inches, 13 feet long, 870 feet ; 20 joists, 
4 by 4 inches, 14 feet long, 360 feet; 25 sleepers, 4 by 6 
inches, 20 feet long, 1,000 feet — in all, 4,620 feet, at 6s. 
per hundred, £14. 

5,000 shingles, at £5 per thousand, £25. 

250 laths, 14 feet, about £5. 

500 inch boards, 14 feet, at 10r7. per board, £20. 

200 inch and a half boards, 14 feet, Is. 3d. per board, 
£12 10s. 

400 pounds nails, at lOd. per pound, £16 13s. 4c?. 

2 double stacks of chimneys, of brick, £20. 

Store-house and guard room, 60 by 20 feet : 2 sills, 
4 by 6 inches, 60 feet long, 240 feet; 2 plates, 4 by 8 
inches, 60 feet long, 320 feet ; 20 beams, 4 by 6 inches, 
20 feet long, 800 feet ; 40 posts, 4 by 6 inches, 9 feet 
long, 720 feet; 40 rafters, 4 by 4 inches, 15 feet long, 
800 feet ; 15 joists, 4 by 4 inches, 14 feet long, 280 feet ; 
20 sleepers, 8 by 3 inches, 20 feet long, 280 feet — in all, 
3,440 feet, at 6s. per hundred, £10 1 6s. 

4,000 shingles, at £5 per thousand, £20 ; 200 laths, 
£4 10s.; 375 inch boards, £15; 180 inch and a half 
boards, £11 5s. ; 300 pounds nails, £12 10s. ; a stack of 
chimneys, £10 — in all, £84 Is. 

Labour of and provisions for 150 men four months, 26 
days to the month, at an average of 3s. per day, £2,250. 

Entire cost, £4,695 4s. Ad. 

Five iron stoves, for the block-houses. 

The above is exclusive of ropes, &tc, to raise the guns, 
as well as some other incidental requisites, such as trans- 
port of stores and tools, to be made by the blacksmith on 
the spot, as also, 150,000 bricks, the price of which I am 



entirely ignorant of. 



B. Romans, Engineer. 



COMMISSIONERS FOR FORTIFICATIONS TO COLONEL ROMANS. 
Martelaer's Rock, Xovember 10, 1775. 

Sir: Your considerations on the conspicuous light you 
have been placed in at this post, your watchfulness for the 
interests of America, as far as in your power lies, (suppose 
you mean in the expense that must attend our present 
works,) with the many el ceieras therein, we beg leave to 
make the following reply to. 

First. As to the erroneous distribution of one hundred 
and thirty-seven artificers and labourers at the post, when 
you drew up your considerations — about twenty-eight car- 



penters and nineteen masons have come to this post since 
the 20th October. You arrived here the 10th, and think 
it would have been your duty to have let the Commis- 
sioners know the proportion of labourers wanted to the 
artificers before the addition of the latter were sent from 
New- York ; and we do not recollect that even then you 
mentioned it. It has been latterly your complaint, on 
seeing the season advance, and our uneasiness, that we had 
no place of any defence finished. To your judgment we 
submit what quantity of cubical feet of stone a mason pro- 
perly attended may lay in twelve hours. We confess our 
ignorance in this calculation ; but this we certainly are 
judges of, viz : if the work is well done, and the artificers 
keep close to it the proper time of working. The disap- 
pointment of one hundred men, expected up soon after we 
landed here, you are no stranger to. A proper attention 
should have been paid, in your mind, to the labourers that 
would necessarily be wanted frequently to unload timber, 
lime, brick, shingles, and stores. 

Secondly. In regard to your promise to build a block- 
house in six weeks, with six hands and two oxen, you may 
perform ; but remark that your account of the number oi 
carpenters and labourers employed on the one now near 
finished is certainly much exaggerated, as to the whole 
time, since the 10th of October. The carpenters not 
doing the work of it in a workmanlike manner, you was 
to notice, and to have pointed out the most expeditious 
method, as we were frequently expostulating with you on 
the backwardness of our having some place of defence fin- 
ished. As to oxen being cheaper than labourers to carry 
the timber from the pier-head up to the height of the rock, 
where the block-house is erected, may be just ; but you 
know that when we began said block-house, we scarcely had 
a road up to it from said pier for men ; then a cart was pro- 
posed, to be drawn by labourers ; a road was, with great 
labour, made for that, and a cart procured. About three 
weeks ago you proposed the hire of oxen, and three pair 
to be got directly; one pair was agreed to, and every step 
in our situation taken to get them. A letter was wrote 
to the Committee of Fishkill to assist us; a boat and peo- 
ple employed in messages to procure them ; three pair of 
team, or even one, ought to have been provided with forage 
(none being on this rock) before they were brought to this 
place to be worked hard amongst rocks. This is not the 
work of a day, where we are placed. Your calculation of 
the extra iron, in lieu of treenails, may be just ; but you 
will be pleased to observe, it was a case of absolute neces- 
sity, as you had never mentioned any thing of treenails till 
they were wanted, and then informed us that nothing here 
was fit for such use ; that only locust treenails would an- 
swer; these not being to be got, after many applications, 
up here, the block-house could not be left waiting for them, 
as our orders from the Provincial Congress, dated the 28th 
September, were to get at least twelve guns directly mount- 
ed for defence ; which you was made acquainted with, 
on your return to this post, and frequently urged to get 
performed. 

Thirdly. Your calculations of the expense of the block- 
house, now near built, (for this being the 10th o( Novem- 
ber, it is not yet finished,) we think not exact in many 
articles. Necessary iron, we believe, you will find to ex- 
ceed your estimate. All that we have to say further on 
this head is, that we are of opinion, and told you so, that 
there was no necessity of making a temporary work have 
an elegant outside appearance, and the inside to be lined 
with so much nicety and expense. 

You say, with your method of building, and workmen 
you could find, you could build such a block-house for one 
hundred and seventy-six Pounds nine Shillings — something 
less than the half of what, by your estimate, you say the 
present one will cost. We should be glad to know who, 
but yourself, constructed, ordered, and particularly direct- 
ed that building, (except in the case of the iron bolts in 
lieu of treenails 1) Had the timber for it been ordered in 
pieces of length equal to the sides, instead of pieces of 
eighteen feet long, unwieldy for men to move and bring 
up on the rock, we should have had those pieces brought 
up with more despatch, and not have seen so great a waste 
of timber — sawed from every piece — lying about the work. 
No trifling extraordinary expense this. 

Fourthly. We are at a loss to conceive what you mean 
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by, amongst other bad regulations, one, and lhat grievously 
against sound policy, has taken place here, respecting some 
special marks of favour shown by us (suppose that is your 
meaning) to the country carpenters above the York car- 
penters. Now, we request you would point out this spe- 
cial mark of favour. Sure we are that the country car- 
penters have not been so comfortably accommodated as the 
others, having no fireplace to this day (November 10th) to 
go to; and, according to your own confession, they are 
the most faithful workmen. We have always understood 
that it was both just and sound policy to reward merit ; we 
have rather been deficient in this to those deserving men. 
If you had heard any unreasonable murmurs from the York 
carpenters, why was it kept from us? as a proper in- 
quiry might have been made, and, if unjust murmurs, the 
persons guilty should have been discharged from the ser- 
vice. The rest of this long carpenters' affair we shall leave, 
thanking you for your advice at the conclusion, which we 
think would be very impolitick, in these times, to put into 
execution. 

Fifthly. As the oxen are again introduced, with an 
estimate of the difference of twenty men's labour and two 
oxen, with the teamster, one day, in which you make a 
balance of five Pounds eight Shillings in favour of oxen ; 
but you have forgot that this one teamster cannot put a 
stick of timber twelve inches by twelve, eighteen feet long, 
on the carriage by himself, nor put it down when at the 
place wanted. We have had a pretty good sample this 
day in the oxen carrying of stone, when six men were em- 
ployed to put the stone on and support it all the way to 
where it was thrown off. We are apprehensive your cal- 
culations of the cost of hay and corn for two oxen, four 
months, is below the mark, as we will soon be convinced 
of. However, on the whole, we join with you in the ne- 
cessity of having them at this place, and that a vast saving 
will be made by using such ; the reason why they were 
not procured sooner we have already mentioned. 

Sixthly. In regard to the erroneous principle you say 
our labourers are hired on, you may be very right in, could 
it have been carried into execution on our first coming here, 
(if you had then mentioned it;) which is some doubt with 
us, as the times are. 

Seventhly. The superficial view you say you took of 
the ground, when you first came up here, was a great 
errour. It should have been minutely examined, to have 
made a proper estimate of works to be erected here. As 
to the estimate, you never favoured us with it. We wish 
you had; it might have been of some service then; it can 
be of little now, amongst your considerations presented to 
us. All the necessary tools, wheelbarrows, Sic, brought 
to this post, were procured without any direction from you. 
In your estimate of the expenses of barrack and store, you 
have forgot glass for the windows, iron, the freight of boards 
and shingles, unless the freight of the two latter articles 
are included in your incidental requisites. 

Eighthly. As to the article of not being able to do 
without miners, is a doubt with us. We however submit- 
ted to some being employed for taking away a large part 
of a rock to the northwest of the block-house, although 
powder was scarce with us, and not sent up for such service, 
twenty odd weight of which has been already expended. 
We are satisfied to have two miners employed for the pur- 
pose of taking away rocks that cannot be removed without, 
as soon as we have powder sent up for that service, which 
we have applied for; but to have four employed to blast 
stone for the works, we presume would be very expensive 
indeed, as stone enough can be procured all around us, 
and brought with the team to the works, when, after a blast 
is made, the large pieces are to be worked upon by labour- 
ers with mauls to make them portable. 

Ninthly. On what view you have interfered with the 
Steward's office, you best know, in your directions about 
delivering out the provisions ; we know what provisions are 
received, what number of hands every day to be victualled, 
and he keeps an account of provisions expended. If it 
has proceeded from a suspicion that more provisions may 
be delivered out than necessary, by which an extraordi- 
nary expense will arise, we wish you would consider how 
often we have requested you to send from this post your 
negro, (which we now insist on,) who is a nuisance, and 
has caused more dissatisfaction amongst the people than 



ever we could learn from any particular favours shown to 
the country carpenters. Your addition of a clerk for your- 
self, is an officer we can by no means allow of, and for the 
above reason, desire, if you retain him, to pay and provide 
provision for him at your own expense. You cannot have 
forgot when you recommended Mr. Vandome to Messrs. 
Bayard, Bedlow, and Hanson, that he was to assist you in 
your writing. 

Tenthly. As to the number of unwelcome guests we 
so frequently have had, you know it has never met with 
our approbation ; and have frequently informed the Pro- 
vincial Congress of the impropriety of suffering it. 

Lastly. As to your entreaty to make the necessary 
alterations you have recommended in your conclusion, we 
think the above a sufficient reply; and could any altera- 
tion, in this advanced season of the year, take place, to 
advance the fortifications, no persons would more gladly 
embrace them to further the publick service we are en- 
gaged in, as we think ourselves as much interested to do 
it, in the rank the honourable Provincial Congress of this 
Province have placed us in, as possibly you can be. We 
know the powers we are invested with, and will be glad to 
see you not interrupt them, by assuming sole director in 
every thing here. Upon the whole, we assure you, Sir, we 
have no other desire than to treat you as a gentleman who 
has an important trust committed (with us) to your charge. 
Therefore, to avoid every thing that should interrupt that 
harmony that ought to subsist amongst persons employed 
in the cause of American liberty, do desire that, whenever 
you want to have any piece of work done, we may come 
together and consult about it, that we may approve or not. 

We are, Sir, your very humble servants, 

William Bedlow, 
Jonathan Lawrence, 
Thomas Gbenell. 
To Bernard Romans, Engineer. 



COMMISSIONERS FOR FORTIFICATIONS TO NATHANIEL WOOD- 
HULL. 

Highlands, November 11, 1775. 

Sir : We beg you will lay the following lines before the 
honourable Provincial Congress, respecting our present 
situation. We have now a block-house completed, with 
eight four-pounders in the upper story. The curtain of 
the intended fort, of two hundred feet in length, will be 
finished up to the parapet in a few days, weather permit- 
ting ; the grand bastion, round the eminence on which the 
block-house stands, but little advanced, and think, from 
the advanced season of the year, nothing further on that 
can be expected to be done. We shall endeavour to get 
a small magazine finished in the northwest corner of the 
curtain, if brick can be procured in time, we having been 
disappointed in a kiln we had engaged near us, by its turn- 
ing out very bad ; the platform to the curtain will also be 
complete in a few days. A barrack of eighty feet by 
twenty finished ; one adjoining it, of one hundred feet by 
twenty, under cover, floored, and completed, all to the 
stacks of chimneys and glazing. As, according to the En- 
gineer's plan, a great deal more work is to be done, espe- 
cially a block-house on an eminence two hundred yards to 
the southeast of the one finished, which the Engineer is 
for going on with, as it commands the river down below 
the West-Point, we would be glad to know if any of the 
artificers and labourers should be retained at this post the 
winter, for going on with the works whenever the weather 
will permit ; and if it would be agreeable to retain some 
carpenters, we had not better keep the country carpenters 
and discharge the York ones, as the former are better 
qualified for such works as we shall now have to do ; they 
work more faithful, and under better order. We have had 
a great deal of wet weather, which has retarded our work 
much. 

We should be glad to have the directions of the hon- 
ourable Provincial Congress herein ; and are, Sir, your 
humble servants, 

Samuel Bayard, 
William Bedlow, 
Thomas Grenell, 
Jona. Lawrence. 
To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq. 
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PETITION AND MEMORIAL OF BERNARD ROMANS. 

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro- 
vince of New- York, now convened at the City of New- 
York, or, during their recess, to the Honourable the 
Committee of Safety. 
The Petition and Memorial of Bernard Romans most 
humbly sheweth : 
That your petitioner and memorialist having, since the 
28th day of August last, been employed on the business of 
erecting and building fortifications in this Province ; and that, 
on the 2d day of October last, he was, by the honourable 
Committee of Safety, examined as to the situation and na- 
ture of the ground pitched upon for a fort in the Highlands, 
of all which your petitioner and memorialist gave ample 
information and a plan; that the honourable Committee of 
Safety then directed your petitioner and memorialist to pro- 
duce a draught of such works as your petiiioner and memo- 
rialist thought most adequate and proper to be there erect- 
ed, for the defence and obstruction of the navigation of the 
North River, as also an estimate of expense that might 
accrue in erecting the same, which plans were, to his great 
satisfaction, approved of; that the honourable Committee 
of Safety then inquired on what terms your humble peti- 
tioner and memorialist would engage to build and erect 
said works; that, in answer to such inquiry, he, your hum- 
ble petitioner and memorialist, proposed to undertake the 
matter for a sum nearly equal to the sum mentioned in the 
aforesaid estimate, which was, for reasons unknown to him, 
rejected ; but, in lieu thereof, was, by the said honourable 
Committee, appointed Engineer for the Province of New- 
York, with the rank and pay of a Colonel, which appoint- 
ment your petitioner and memorialist thought the height of 
favour bestowed on him, and therefore accepted it, without 
any considerations beyond those of gratitude, and that it 
was a great honour that such a trust should be reposed in 
him ; and your humble petitioner and memorialist only took 
the freedom to request knowing whether it was meant as 
an establishment or not, to which your humble petitioner 
received an answer in the affirmative; that your humble 
petitioner and memorialist expected a commission and in- 
structions for a line of his conduct would have been grant- 
ed to and made out for him, and by the first opportunity 
sent up to him, in full confidence whereof your humble 
petitioner and memorialist immediately repaired to the post 
intended, where he has exerted himself to the utmost of 
his power, under the limited circumstances he has been 
obliged to labour under; that your humble petitioner has 
not received any such written appointment nor instruc- 
tions, which makes him think that he labours under uncer- 
tain circumstances. Your humble petitioner and memo- 
rialist, thinking hrmself, as projector, entitled to be director 
of the above works, has found himself grossly mistaken, and 
his orders continually counterordered and his plans con- 
tradicted, especially in an erroneous distribution of labour- 
ers and artificers, which he made complaint of to the hon- 
ourable Committee the first time he appeared before that 
Board, for the truth whereof he appeals to the memory of 
the members present; and this distribution has since been 
still altered greatly for the worse, and by this, especially, 
expenses have accrued which he never intended should in 
any ways originate ; as also in the building of a sudden ad- 
dition of barracks, which, however, was, by your humble 
petitioner and memorialist, judged to be in obedience to 
•the orders of said honourable Committee, and therefore 
gave directions for the same, which have been by every 
method contravened, and an erroneous plan substituted. 
Your humble petitioner and memorialist has often expos- 
tulated with the Commissioners on this head, remonstrating 
that hereafter it would be asked who was Engineer, but 
never who were Commissioners; and that he has at length 
delivered to them the annexed instrument of writing, to 
which they have given him an answer, and he again made 
a reply. Your humble petitioner and memorialist, there- 
fore, prays that you would give him his commission, as 
promised, and take him out of this dreadful dilemma, 
where, at first setting out, his character cannot fail to 
suffer, and appoint him in the field, or elsewhere, where 
his abilities may stand a fair trial. Your humble petitioner 
and memorialist is not one of those men who consider them- 
selves injured, if the first appointment in the State is not 



conferred on them. No. But if it be thought requisite to 
continue him here, he begs that it may please you to alter 
his appointment, so that the Commissioners must consult 
him in every thing, that he may at least have some shadow 
of the dignity of the office he bears, for he knows that in 
all states whatever an Engineer, whose plan is once ap- 
proved of, knows no superior, but in the execution thereof 
his word is law. Your humble petitioner and memorialist 
does not mean to have any thing to do in money matters, 
but he begs leave to observe, that had the Engineer been 
told " such a sum is to be expended ; you must consider 
this, and regulate your plan accordingly; and the Com- 
missioners are directed to go by no means beyond those 
limits ;" in that case, the Engineer must have been lost to 
all sense of honour, if he had not fixed his pride in making 
a good work, and endeavoured to contract the expense be- 
low the limits of his estimate; but, as your humble peti- 
tioner and memorialist is now placed, the treatment he 
receives must grate a man of but a grain of spirit, as it 
makes him contemptible in the eyes of the workmen, and 
continually places him in the situation of a man conscious 
of his own abilities under the absolute command of a 
schoolboy. Your humble petitioner and memorialist begs 
leave to observe to the honourable House, that his office is 
a very exercising one, keeping body and mind constantly 
employed together, and therefore humbly prays that an 
assistant may be granted to him ; and as persons in some 
measure acquainted with the art are certainly most proper 
for this purpose, he begs leave to request that he may re- 
tain with him in the service a man of whose talents and 
fidelity he has had an experience for years together, and 
who is now with him — submitting this, however, to the dis- 
cretion of the honourable House : your humble petitioner 
likewise prays some allowance of provisions for the main- 
tenance of a servant. Your humble petitioner and memo- 
rialist hopes that this prayer and memorial may not any 
ways be construed as originating in ill will, or other sinis- 
ter intent against the Commissioners. By no means; his 
acquaintance with three of them, at least, forbids it ; he 
judges them to be honest, well-meaning men, who, in their 
Country's cause, have self not so much at heart, but would 
sacrifice life and property for liberty; yet their anxious 
care for the pecuniary affairs of their Country leads them 
into such methods of saving as a little experience will soon 
convince them and all the concerned are very expensive ; 
and this only has given ground to the premises. By grant- 
ing the above prayer to your humble petitioner and memo- 
rialist, he will ever think himself in duty bound, &c. 



Highlands, November 15, 1775. 



Bernard Romans. 



COLONEL ROMANS TO THE COMMISSIONERS FOR FORTIFI- 
CATIONS. 
Marlelaer's Rock, November 16, 1775. 

Gentlemen: As 1 am a great hater of epistolary alter- 
cation, I was not willing to answer your long starter of dif- 
ficulties, which seems to me a declared commencement of 
a paper war, instead of an answer to my reasonable re- 
monstrances of the 2d inst.; but as I am determined that 
you should not think yourselves unanswerable, I resolved, 
this morning, to honour your long answer with as short a 
reply as the nature of things will allow ; at the same time 
assuring you that this is the last paper I shall blacken on 
this head, and that I will take care that my pen shall pro- 
claim the voice of truth. 

Your introduction seems intended to be of the humourous 
kind. You play on my words, and call a conspicuous light 
what I called a rank. I will do no more than think as I 
did then ; and as in a private station I have more than once 
exerted myself for America, you may rely on it that I will 
do no less now I am honoured with the post and rank the 
Congress has conferred on me, the dignity of which com- 
mission I shall try to preserve with military vigilance and 
spirit. 

To your first, wherein you say " it was my duty to let the 
Commisioners know the proportion of labourers wanted to 
the artificers," I knew my duty, I did it ; and so I did to 
the Committee of Safety; which last, I dare say, remem- 
ber my complaint about it. And if the Commissioners' 
memory fail them, some one of them may remember, when 
one evening we were on that topick, I ventured to say, 
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that since my plan was approved of, I thought myself the 
person who should direct all. The polite answer I got on 
that head, i have not forgot, though it made me resolve an 
imposition of silence on myself, till the state of affairs 
would naturally dispose matters to flow in their proper 
channels. How far you are judges of work, I know not, 
as I am not acquainted with your extent of experience ; 
but I often heard you complain of the freezing out of the 
masonry. I beg leave to inform you, that on a single brick 
wall, of nine inches thick, a frost may take out three inches 
on each side, but it cannot take out quite so much of our 
wall ; because, as the thickness increases, the effect of the 
frost decreases, and cannot be more than two inches at 
most on the outside of our works, which must be pointed 
over again in the spring, and this new pointing I men- 
tioned before ten stones were laid in the wall. All men, 
who ever were necessitated to work late in thick work, 
will, from experience, vouch the truth of my assertion. 

To your second and third, relating to the block-house, 
I did not exaggerate my number of carpenters. I still 
stand to my promise, and can do it. I do not remember 
any expostulation, except shrugging up shoulders can be 
called so, for that always was the answer to my many times 
repeated plaints in regard of hewing and re-hewing of the 
timber ; and whenever that kind of expostulation happened, 
1 used to recollect your original polite answer of " we are 
not grown so old to allow you to direct the work." With 
regard to a road, you made your landing in a wrong place 
before 1 came here ; and when 1 used to be angry at so 
many hands working on roads, at unseasonable times and 
unnecessary places, I always got my labour for my pains. 
And how shortly is it ago since I got the ill-will of one of 
you, for barely telling the labourers that there was no neces- 
sity to remove a certain stone laying near a road which 
was then making? My proposal of oxen was as soon as 
they became necessary; and I then said buying was pre- 
ferable to hiring, unless people would bring forage along 
with them. You might have bought them ; but instead of 
that, you countermanded some that were bought, as you 
did of getting of timber, even now, before one-fifth of the 
timber is got that is mentioned in my estimate. What 
you mean by an elegant outside appearance, I cannot con- 
ceive. My calculation of the necessary iron-work is just, 
except, indeed, the rings and staples outside of the ports, 
which I never thought of, nor would have had them there, 
had you not ordered some one to put them there. About 
the inside lined with so much nicety and expense, the 
extra cost of this is no more than one day and a half, 
easy work, for a carpenter, (about fourteen shillings,) for 
it must be lined, let who will live in it; and as it is gene- 
rally the residence of an officer, as this is now for me, I 
thought passing the jack-plane over one side of the lining 
was the least that could be done. What would you have 
said had I lined the roof, divided the lower room with 
panel partitions, and put up a panel ceiling, to remove and 
put up at pleasure; for most block-houses are so, and the 
meanest are partitioned. It seems your idea of a tempo- 
rary work is, that it ought to last six months, to build a 
new one again. 

As to treenails, I ordered two thousand of oak, when 
locust was not to be had. I do not know what ruined your 
credit ; but the badness of that, among the country peo- 
ple, prevents your getting any thing regularly. 1 planned, 
gentlemen, but remember you ordered even that ; though 
you coidd not so well direct that case, as you could when 
you spoiled my plf.n of the barracks. 

What you mean by a waste of timber, I am utterly at a 
loss for. My order, of eighteen feet long, was right; and had 
I ordered them the just length, they might have come three 
inches too short, and then, indeed, it would have been 
waste ; but had they been three inches too long, the saw- 
ing off of three inches would lake as long time as sawing 
off two, three, and ten feet, which I wanted elsewhere. 

The day 1 got your epistle, I looked around the works 
for waste timber. I saw none but chips ; and I confess I 
was struck with the thought, what a pity it was nature gave 
our carpenters so much trouble. The truth is, gentlemen, 
you have no business with any calculations of the kind. 
You are to judge afterwards. You have before now seen 
what your no trifling extraordinary expense of timber goes 
to. The mention you make of the pieces being unwieldy, 



is curious. I cannot see what odds it made to the men, to 
have them sawed at the landing or at the mill. They 
would have been eleven feet in either case; and excepting 
some trifling iron-work, that was not finished, I was right 
in my judgment about the 10th of November, for that day 
I lived in it, and I received your letter there. By what 
necessity do you introduce the order for mounting twelve 
guns? Have 1 ever opposed it; and are we not on the 
point of having twenty? 

To the fourth, I must tell you, that Mr. While, the mas- 
ter carpenter, being an acquaintance of Mr. Bayard, was 
indulged with a liberty to make evening visits to you ; and 
this gave rise to a distinction, insomuch that Mr. Adams 
has been told to let Mr. White go on with such and such 
particular work ; he, Adams, need not trouble himself about 
it. This produced two master carpenters, and Adams justly 
complained of the matter, because White at first treated 
him as his superior, but at length became his equal. Yet 
still I think, as I did then, country carpenters are preferable ; 
and what makes the use of them impolitick, is a conception 
beyond my ideas. 

Fifthly. My calculation of the oxen's work is evident. 
I can show your teamster how himself and one man may 
load his cart ; but as every country clown knows how, it is 
below me, even while 1 am the paltry being that is not 
allowed to direct his own plan ; for as the helping of the 
oxen is the finest skulking birth our labourers can find, I 
do not know whether I would be safe in destroying it, while 
I have no command. But, gentlemen, your wheels are 
too low ; and when a new pair was bespoke, I pleaded long 
to have them timber wheels. But no. They must be com- 
mon cart wheels; and now they are come, they are common 
cart wheels indeed. As to the six men employed to steady 
the stone, I only tried the oxen twice on the walls, and 
found the fear of the animals made it unsafe. I desisted, 
therefore, and men only have done it. You will please to 
remember that that machine was no cart, and with it 1 
have brought stones of two ton weight to the wall, very 
different from a piece of timber of ten or even eight feet 
long. It was my invention ; but any body might have 
thought of that, as well as of Columbus's egg. If my calcu- 
lation of forage is below the mark, please to know that it is 
far above what the people of the country allowto their cattle. 
Sixthly. Labourers may be had under the regulations I 
mentioned. I can get five hundred if need be. 

In your seventh, you catch at my word "superficial," as 
drowning people do at straws. I will tell you something, 
perhaps, to you, extraordinary. What I call a superficial 
view, was such as most other surveyors would call a per- 
fect survey. I am, from long experience, enabled to take 
more exact surveys of places, with a piece of paper and 
pencil, than perhaps ninety-nine besides me can, with all 
the circumstantial apparatus generally used. It is true, I 
forgot the iron for the barracks ; but have you mended that 
mistake, by using nearly as much on one block-house as I 
intended to use for the whole work ? Glass is a trifle ; three 
hundred and eighteen panes cost about six pounds twelve 
shillings and six pence. Transport of stores surely in- 
cludes freight for boards and shingles; and work to be 
made on the spot, by the blacksmith, surely showed that I 
was aware more iron would be required than I could think 
of. In short, I am more and more convinced that my esti- 
mate is right, the price of the article of lime only excepted, 
which I calculated ax Philadelphia or Neiv- England prices, 
little dreaming that it cost above twice as much in New- 
York. 

Tp your eighth, I insist on it, you must have miners 
here. And as to the labourers mauling the stone, need I 
tell you, gentlemen, that I have often been out of all 
humour to see them work in stone that would not split, as 
I knew how to get them to the wall, of any size. But here 
again my authority failed me. 

To the beginning of your ninth : I have, perhaps, gone 
a little below the dignity of my office. This proceeded, 
chiefly, because I found that many of our gentry took the 
advantage of drawing their provisions, when they intended 
to decamp the very next morning. But what I men- 
tioned about tools in this article is what you ought to have 
answered. Here I spoke in my proper sphere ; but this 
you waived, to proceed to a matter which, had I not been 
convinced of the integrity of your transcriber, I could never 
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have thought would have proceeded from you, it looks so 
much like the little vengeance of disappointed scolds. I 
deny your ever having requested me to send my negro 
away. Mr. Bedlow once told me this : " Mr. Romans, you 
had better get a place for your negro ;" but I could not con- 
strue this into a request, much less an order from men who 
have no manner of authority over me. The negro is more 
rogue than fool ; but he is so harmless, that while people let 
him alone, he will be quiet. He is a new negro, and by his 
actions he sometimes diverts your people ; but I defy you to 
point out a single instance of dissatisfaction on that score. 
Once, indeed, there was a complaint against him, for which 
1 gave him a severe chastisement ; and you know that I 
had reason to be sorry when, almost immediately after, his 
innocence appeared. But, gentlemen, he never cost you 
nor the Country anything, as there was never an ounce of 
provision served out for him. He has lived on scraps 
from others ; and he must be a sorry dog, indeed, that does 
not deserve the crumbs from his master's table. He might 
at least serve me to fetch wood and water. I have pro- 
vided a place for him, but not in obedience to you. 

It is hard, indeed, that 1, who in my private station have 
for many years past never been without a servant, or even 
two or three, should be raised to a publick one to be de- 
barred that privilege. I know no place where so cruel a 
prohibition would take place. While 1 was in the service 
of the King, my pay was greater, and I had sundry rations 
allowed, although my servants were in pay, and drew pro- 
visions besides. Since I arrived last to the northward, now 
near three years ago, 1 have always maintained and fed a 
number of people, seldom less than six, at high wages, and 
now not to be allowed any attendance at all is surely never 
meant. People whose duty it was to ask me whether I 
was in want of any thing, have been reprimanded for 
coming to the block-house. But your mention of Mr. 
Adams astonished me beyond everything. Was it neces- 
sary, my copy-book would show you his handwriting, to 
make it appear that he has for years back transacted my 
business. He is a gentleman in whose fortunes 1 am inte- 
rested, and I will assist him with all my means. You say 
he is an officer you can by no means allow of. Sure 1 
want him not to be your officer. If he is mine, it is 
enough. And to it you add, " If you retain him, pay and 
procure provision for him." How mean the innuendo. I 
have often done it. It is true it was said Mr. Vandome 
was to assist me. He came up to be the clerk of the 
check, and as such you retained him ; but since I saw 
him employed as commissary of stores, and as clerk to 
the Commissioners, as well as clerk of the check, I thought 
it cruel to ask assistance from him. My business, well 
followed, is three men's work. Perhaps you think me 
your officer too. Softly, gentlemen ; that will never do. 
The Congress appointed me to a rank I esteem more ho- 
nourable than any I ever held. Yet, for fourteen years 
back, I have been sometimes employed as a commodore 
in the King's service, sometimes at the head of large bodies 
of men in the woods, and, at the worst of times, I have 
been master of a merchantman, fitted in a warlike manner. 
1 will, in future, draw the provisions the Congress will allow 
me, and that will maintain us both. 

To your tenth, I have nothing to reply. 

But your lastly is too important to let pass unnoticed. 
The necessary alterations must be made before the work 
goes on well ; and as for seasons, such business as this waits 
none. If we keep not the work going, we will, in spring, 
again be new beginners. I interrupt none of your powers. 
I meddle with none ; but you have hindered me from 
having as much again work done; and till I am sole di- 
rector of my plan, things cannot go well. None can be 
more happy in the union you mention; but if I must be 
cap in hand, gentlemen, to be an overseer under you, it 
will not do, depend upon it. I have too much blood in me 
for so mean an action, and you must seek such submis- 
sive engineers elsewhere. If 1 execute my plan, which is 
approved of, I have no business to consult you any further 
than that you must find me people and pay them. If, in 
that case, I do not comply with my enterprise, then is your 
time to disapprove and complain, but not before. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

B. Romans. 
The Commissioners for the Fortifications in the Highlands. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, November 5, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the 26th ultimo, with the 
enclosures, containing an account of the surrender of Fort 
Chambly, was an excellent report, but somewhat incomplete 
for want of Montgomery'' s letter, which (a copy) you 
omitted to enclose. On the success of your enterprise so 
far I congratulate you, as the acquisition of Canada is of 
unmeasurable importance to the cause we are engaged 
in. 

No account of Arnold since my last. I am exceeding 
anxious to hear from him, as he was expressly ordered, in 
case of any discouraging event, to advertise me of it imme- 
diately. 

I much approve your conduct in regard to Wooster. 
My fears are at an end, as he acts in a subordinate cha- 
racter. Intimate this to General Montgomery, with my 
congratulations on his success, the seasonable supply of 
powder, and wishes that his next letter may be dated from 
Montreal. We laugh at his idea of classing the Royal Fu- 
sileers with the stores. Does he consider them as inani- 
mates, or as a treasure ? If you carry your arms to Mon- 
treal, should not the garrison of Niagara, Detroit, Sic, be 
called upon to surrender, or threatened with the conse- 
quences of a refusal ? They may, indeed, destroy their 
stores, and, if the Indians are aiding, escape to Fort Char- 
tres ; but it is not very probable. 

The enclosed Gazette exhibits sundry specimens of 
the skill of the new commander in issuing proclamations, 
and a proof, in the destruction of Falmouth, of the barba- 
rous designs of an infernal Ministry. Nothing new has 
happened in this camp. Finding the Ministerial troops 
resolved to keep themselves close within their lines, and 
that it was adjudged impracticable to get at them, I have 
fitted six armed vessels, with design to pick up some of 
their store-ships and transports. The rest of our men are 
busily employed in erecting of barracks, Sic. 

1 hope, as you have said nothing of the state of your 
health, that it is much amended, and that the cold wea- 
ther will restore it perfectly. That it may do so, and you 
enjoy the fruit of your summer's labour and fatigue, is the 
sincere wish of, dear Sir, yours, &c, 

George Washington. 
To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO CAPTAIN EARTLETT. 

Cambridge, November 5, 1775. 
Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency to acknowledge 
your favour of yesterday, by Captain Broivn, which brings 
an account of a sloop from Boston, bound to Annapolis 
Royal, having fallen into our hands. It is his Excellency's 
pleasure that you take an accurate inventory of all the goods 
on board, and, as soon as you conveniently can, transmit 
them to Head-Quarters, where there is no doubt that, 
when sold, they will bring a better price than they would 
at your place. The General will, at finishing the sale, 
make such satisfaction to those two resolute fellows who 
first ventured on board, and to the rest who engaged in that 
adventure, as in such cases is proper and customary. He 
desires me, Sir, to assure you he approves much of your 
conduct in this affair, and doubts not, from your character, 
that he will have further reason to do so in your agency, 
which I sincerely hope will be of consequence to you and 
to the publick. As to the people found on board, it is his 
Excellency's pleasure that, on their giving the best security 
they can that they will not act against America, they be 
discharged, taking with them their clothes and necessaries, 
except the Captain and owner, whom you will please to 
send to Head-Quarters for examination. Let the vessel 
be laid up at the wharf until further orders. We heard of 
Manly's being at Plymouth, as yet unsuccessful. 

Providence has sent us a good supply of wine, by a ves- 
sel from Philadelphia being stranded at Eastham, with an 
hundred and twenty pipes, bound to Boston ; one hun- 
dred and eighteen of them saved, which are ordered to this 
place. 

I am, with great regard, Sir, your most humble servant, 
Stephen Moylan, Sec. pro tern. 
To Captain William Bartktt, Agent, Beverly. 
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ORDER IN COUNCIL. 

At the Court at St. James's, the 6th day of November, 
1775: Present, the King's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

Whereas there was this day read at the Board a Report 
from a committee of the Lords of His Majesty's most hon- 
ourable Privy Council, dated the 4th of this instant, upon 
considering a representation from the Lords Commissioners 
for Trade and Plantations, proposing that all ships and ves- 
sels clearing out for the coast of Africa, for trade, should 
be permitted to take on board and export such quantities 
of Gunpowder and Military Stores as shall be necessary 
for their respective voyages: His Majesty, taking the said 
report into consideration, is pleased, with the advice of his 
Privy Council, to approve thereof, and to order, as it is 
hereby ordered, that all ships and vessels clearing out for 
the coast of Africa, for the purpose of carrying on the trade 
for Slaves, Ivory, and Gold, be permitted to take on board, 
as an assorted part of their cargoes, as much Gunpowder, 
and as large a quantity of Trading-Guns, Pistols, Cutlasses, 
Flints and Lead Balls, Bars and Shot, as the exporters 
shall think necessary ; provided, that sufficient security be 
given to the principal officers of His Majesty's customs of 
the port in which they are fitted out, and before they pro- 
ceed upon their respective voyages, in treble the value of 
the articles so exported, that the same shall be expended in 
trade upon the coast of Africa ; which security is not to be 
cancelled until proof of such expenditure has been made 
by the oath of the Captain or master of the ship or vessel, 
in like manner as is practised with regard to Spirits and 
East-India goods, used in carrying on that trade. And His 
Majesty is further pleased to order, that all ships and ves- 
sels trading to the said coast be allowed to take on board, 
for their defence, whatever quantity of Carriage-Guns, 
Swivels, and Small-Arms, shall be judged proper by the 
respective masters thereof; provided, that no greater quan- 
tity be taken on board any one ship, for her defence, than 
twelve Carriage-Guns and twelve Swivels, together with 
one Musket or Blunderbuss, one pair of Pistols, and one 
Cutlass, for every person of which the ship's company shall 
consist, and Ammunition in proportion ; provided, that suf- 
ficient security be, in the like manner, first given to the said 
principal officers of the customs at the ports where the 
ships shall be fitted out, in treble the value thereof, to bring 
back the Carriage-Guns, Swivels, and Small-Arms, so taken 
on board for the defence of the ships, when the voyage is 
completed ; and to account upon oath for the expenditure 
of the Ammunition. And the right honourable the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury are to give the 
necessary directions herein accordingly. »y „ 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF NAIRN. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council 
of the Borough of Nairn, presented to His Majesty by Col. 
Hector Munro, their Representative in Parliament. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Borough of Nairn. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most faithful subjects, the Provost, 
Magistrates, and Town Council of the Borough of Nairn, 
think it our indispensable duty upon this occasion to ap- 
proach our Sovereign, and, with unanimous voice, to testify 
that loyalty and attachment, which so mild and equitable 
a Government must ever create in the minds of a grateful 
and affectionate people. 

Deeply sensible of the many blessings we enjoy under 
the happy auspices of such a reign, we cannot but reflect 
with horror and detestation on the audacious attempts that 
have been made to alienate the affections of your subjects, 
and kindle the flame of civil war. May such infernal 
machinations recoil on those flagitious heads that framed 
them, and every latent viper of sedition be dragged to open 
light. 

The differences between Great Britain and her Colo- 
nies have now come to such a crisis, that every community, 
every individual, ought to be interested in the publick cause. 
Weak as our utmost efforts may be deemed, and limited 
our powers, each heart and hand devoted to your service 
will, with the most ardent zeal, contribute in promoting 



such measures as may be now thought necessary for re- 
establishing the violated rights of the British Legislature, 
and bringing back to order and allegiance your Majesty's 
deluded and unhappy subjects in America. 

By order of the Magistrates and Council, 

Levis Rose, Provost. 

Nairn, November 6, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF HEREFORD. 

Address of the Mayor, Aldermen, and chief Citizens of 
the City of Hereford, presented to His Majesty by Sir 
Richard Symons, Baronet, one of their Representatives 
in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most faithful subjects, the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and chief Citizens of the ancient and loyal 
City of Hereford, in Council assembled, beg leave, at this 
alarming and critical juncture, to tender our sentiments of 
duty and affection to your Majesty, and our inviolable at- 
tachment to our free and happy Constitution. 

Penetrated with these sentiments, we lament the unna- 
tural defection of part of your Majesty's subjects in Ame- 
rica, from their allegiance to this their Parent State, as well 
as the unsuccessful endeavours hitherto used to bring them 
back to their duty. 

We trust your Majesty, of your great wisdom and cle- 
mency, will apply wise and wholesome measures to con- 
ciliate their affections, and reclaim those deluded people 
to a true sense of their duty and interest. 

But, alas! should such measures fail, we beg leave to 
assure your Majesty that we are ready, to the utmost of 
our abilities, to support your Majesty in such vigorous and 
constitutional measures as may best conduce to accomplish 
this salutary purpose, and promote the happiness and dig- 
nity of your Majesty and the whole British Empire. 

Given under our common seal, at the Guildhall in the 
said City, the sixth day of JSovcmber, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventv-five. 



ADDRESS OF THE BURGH OF INVERNESS. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Coun- 
cil of the Burgh of Inverness, presented to His Majesty 
by Colonel Hector Munro, their Representative in Parlia- 
ment. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and 

Town Council of the Burgh of Inverness. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Pro- 
vost, Magistrates, and Town Council of your Burgh of 
Inverness, beg leave to approach your throne with the most 
sincere expressions of duty and attachment to your Ma- 
jesty's person and Government. 

We acknowledge, with the highest degree of gratitude, 
the many blessings we enjoy in common with all your sub- 
jects, under your Majesty's mild and just Government ; 
and we cannot avoid expressing our utmost detestation and 
abhorrence of that spirit of rebellion which has unhappily 
broke forth among your Majesty's subjects in America, 
and has induced them to take up arms against your Ma- 
jesty and the just authority of the Legislature, 

It is with the greatest sorrow that we behold the sedi- 
tious designs of discontented and factious men so far 
attended with success as to seduce your infatuated and 
deluded subjects in the Colonies from their allegiance and 
duty to your Majesty and their Parent State ; and we do 
solemnly declare our determined resolution of supporting 
your Majesty's Government, to the utmost of our power, 
against all attempts that may be made to disturb it, either 
at home or abroad. 

Our most sincere and ardent prayers are, that your Ma- 
jesty's reign may be long and prosperous, and that you 
may always have the satisfaction of finding yourself the 
Sovereign of a grateful, free, and happy people. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, the seal 
of the Town being affixed, at Inverness, the 6th day of No 



vember, 1775, 



William Chisholm, Provost. 
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ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF OXFORD. 

Address of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the 
City of Oxford, in the County of Oxford, presented lo 
His Majesty by the Right Honourable Lord Robert Spen- 
cer, one of their Representatives in Parliament. 
To the King's Most Excellent. Majesty. 
We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mafyor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the City of Oxford, 
in the County of Oxford, in Common Council assembled, 
should think ourselves failing in that duty which we owe 
to your Majesty, if, at a time when the greatest part of 
yow British Dominions have declared their loyalty to. your 
sacred person, we should remain in silence, without giving 
your Majesty the same assurances of our affection towards 
you, the same promises of supporting your just rights, and 
the same expressions of that indignation which we feel at 
the unnatural and rebellious spirit which now pervades the 
Continent of America. 

We have observed, with the most sincere and heartfelt 
pleasure, that your Majesty has not been tempted to en- 
danger the Constitution of Great Britain, by accepting 
the alluring offers of an unconstitutional increase of your 
prerogative. 

We have observed, too, with the same satisfaction, that 
your Majesty has made every possible effort to put a stop 
to the effusion of blood, and to bring back your American 
subjects to their former obedience, without tainting the 
dignity of your crown, or hurting the safety of your realm. 
That part of your Majesty's gracious speech, by which we 
are given to understand that your commissions, sent to 
America, contain in them a power of granting special or 
general pardons, and of receiving the submission of whole 
Provinces, confirms our ideas of your Majesty's earnest 
desire of a reconciliation with your deluded Colonies. 

We thought that America had reason to complain of the 
unconditional, unlimited right of taxation claimed by the 
Parliament of Great Britain, but as the grievance was, in 
our apprehension, redressed by a measure taken in the last 
session of Parliament, and as America has contemptuously 
rejected that redress, absolutely, even without making it a 
ground of treaty, we cannot but think that she entertains 
views totally inconsistent with the subordination which she, 
by every principle of right and sound policy, owes to the 
Crown and Parliament of Great Britain. 

Confiding in your Majesty's good intentions, in the firm 
resolution of your Ministers, in the steady support of your 
two Houses of Parliament, in the loyalty of your faithful 
subjects, and in that high spirit of this Nation, which in a 
just cause has always enabled her to surmount the greatest 
difficulties, we offer to your Majesty our most hearty as- 
surances of supporting the rights of your crown, and of 
maintaining the legislative authority of your Parliament, in 
every part of your extended Dominions. 

Given under our common seal, at our Council Cham- 
ber, in the City of Oxford, the sixth day of November, in 
the sixteenth year of your Majesty's reign. 



HENRICO COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting of the Freeholders of Henrico County, 
on Monday, the 6th of November, 1775, for the purpose of 
electing a Committee, agreeable to ordinance of Conven- 
tion, upon closing the ballot, a majority of votes appeared 
for the following gentlemen, viz : Peter Winston, Nathan- 
iel Wilkinson, Turner Southall, Martin Burton, Samuel 
Price, Richard Adams, Joshua Storrs, Joseph Lewis, 
Daniel Price, John Hales, Thomas Pleasants, Reverend 
Miles Seidell, Daniel Lawrence Hylton, Samuel Duval, 
Thomas Prosser, Abraham Cowley, David Bowles, Julius 
Allen, Richard I Randolph, Doctor John Powell, and Isaac 
Younghusband , who are accordingly appointed a Commit- 
tee as aforesaid. After which, fifteen members being pre- 
sent, formed a meeting. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Rev. Miles Sclden.be 
appointed Chairman to this Committee. 

Resolved, That John Becldey be appointed Clerk. 

Resolved, unanimously, That no Provision, Fuel, or 
Naval Stores, be allowed to be water-borne, from this Coun- 
ty, without the permission of the honourable Committee of 
Safety first had and obtained for that purpose. 



Zachariah Rowland, who stood bound with Samuel 
Duval, gent., his security, in the penalty of one hundred 
Pounds, payable to the members of the last Committee, 
and their successors, upon condition of his complying with 
a resolution of the Committee made the 14th of October 
last, to prohibit his exporting a quantity of provision and 
fuel, shipped on board a vessel, of which he is part owner, 
from this County to Norfolk, or lower down James River 
than Jamestown, without the permission of the honourable 
Committee of Safety, this day appeared, and prayed an 
inquiry into his conduct upon that occasion, and that this 
Committee would bear testimony of the guilt or innocence 
thereof to the publick. He then produced an extract 
from the proceedings of the honourable Committee of Safe- 
ty ; also, a certificate under the hand of Colonel Patrick 
Henry ; from which, and the testimony of Captain John 
Kerr, a witness who was sworn and examined, it appears 
that the said Zachariah Rowland waited upon the hon- 
ourable Committee of Safety, to know their determination 
respecting his vessel ; and that, upon finding they were of 
opinion that she ought not to proceed to Norfolk, with the 
said provisions and fuel, he sent different written messages 
to his partner, John Leonard, then on board the said ves- 
sel, at the mouth of Archer's Hope Creek, apprizing him 
of the determination of that honourable body, and of their 
common danger, in case of a non-compliance therewith. It 
also appears, that all the said written messages reached the 
hands of the said John Leonard ; and that, notwithstand- 
ing the same, and all the diligence and precaution the said 
Zachariah Rowland could make use of to prevent it, the 
vessel actually proceeded in the night time, with the said 
provision and fuel on board, to Norfolk, of which Mr. Row- 
land immediately gave information to the honourable Com- 
mittee of Safety. It further appears, that, in a short time 
after, two tenders from the Navy came up to the mouth of 
Archer's Hope Creek and seized two other vessels, which 
were in the same predicament with Mr. Rowland's. Upon 
consideration of which, this Committee are unanimously of 
opinion, that the procedure of the said vessel as above- 
mentioned, contrary to the determination of the honour- 
able Committee of Safety, was not done with the privity, 
knowledge, or consent, of the said Zachariah Rowland ; 
but that he has done every thing in his power to comply 
therewith, and throughout the whole of his conduct upon 
that occasion manifested himself a real friend to the rights 
and liberties of his Country. And the said Zachariah 
Rowland, and Samuel Duval, his security, are discharged 
from their recognizance abovementioned, which is hereby 
declared to be void. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Beckley, Clerk. 



VOLKERT P. DOUW TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road November 11, 1775.] 

Albany, November G, 1775. 

Sir: This is to inform you that Mr. Deane (who was 
sent by the Commissioners to the Six Nations, to recapi- 
tulate to them what was said to them at the treaty here in 
Albany) is returned, and informs me that the Cayuga, 
Mohawk, and Senecas, who went with Colonel Johnson, 
are returned from Canada, and informed their brethren 
that they had taken up the hatchet against the Colonies, 
'at the request of Colonel Johnson, in Canada, which their 
brethren, who had been on the treaty here, were much 
displeased with, and insisted that they should bring said 
hatchet to the Commissioners at Albany, to be buried ; 
others were that they should bring back to Colonel John- 
son. The majority were for its being brought to Albany, 
to the Commissioners; and they have let me know that, 
the latter end of the month, sixty or seventy of the chiefs 
will be here for that purpose, which will be attended with 
a considerable expense. And as I have no orders from the 
honourable Congress to lay out any money for their travel- 
ling expenses to and fro, I should be glad to have any di- 
rections from the honourable Board how to act, whether I 
am to lay out at my discretion, and to be accountable to the 
honourable Congress, or be limited to a certain sum; of 
which I shall be glad to be informed per bearer. 

As the Commissioners, at the treaty here, recommended 
to the honourable Congress to send two blacksmiths in the 
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Indian country, since which, one of the chiefs has been 
here with a string of wampum, and desired me not to fail 
sending smiths in their country, (I having had no orders 
from the honourable Congress to send any, it is yet omitted,) 
as they have for these many years past constantly had them, 
both from former Commissioners and Sir William; and if 
possible tbat they may have some powder, as, without that, 
they cannot support themselves and families. 

As they are now well disposed towards us, I think it 
expedient to exert ourselves in maintaining that harmony, 
which I have and always will endeavour to cultivate and 
maintain, to the utmost of my power, but it will be cer- 
tainly attended with expenses. 

As I have no interpreter, (and frequent occasions for 
one,) I beg the honourable Congress will appoint or give 
me authority to appoint one. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient and humble servant. 

Volkert P. Douw. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress, at Philadelphia. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticondcroga, November 6, 1775. 

Dear General: Your Excellency's favour of the 26th 
ultimo I had the honour to receive on the 3d instant. 

I have long since signified to Congress the necessity of 
a delegation from them to this place, and in their last to 
me, of the 12th ult., the'y (unfortunately for me) say that 
it did not appear necessary then. I took the liberty to 
lament that they were not in sentiment with me on the 
subject, and to add that I thought it absolutely necessary 
that one should be sent, so that I hope soon to see some 
of the gentlemen here. A variety of regulations are neces- 
sary to be made in this quarter ; a task to which I feel my- 
self greatly inadequate, but which, if I had even judgment 
enough to arrange with propriety, the shattered condition 
of my constitution is such that matters so momentous as 
these should not be left to so precarious an event as that 
of my being able to support the fatigue ; for General Mont- 
gomery, though endowed with shining abilities, will have 
his time so totally engrossed with other matters, that he will 
not be able to attend to these. 

Should success crown our endeavours at St. John's, of 
which there seems to be little doubt, the entire reduction 
of Canada will, in all probability, be the consequence ; an 
event which will open new scenes. An army to be formed 
and properly disposed of in that quarter; provisions, am- 
munition, and every necessary to be procured for it ; prepa- 
rations to be made for the next campaign ; proper places 
to be determined on, and fortifications to be erected to de- 
fend that Province against any attacks that may be made 
on it in the ensuing year; small craft to be constructed 
here, that a re-enforcement may be speedily sent into Ca- 
nada, in case it should be found necessary to support what 
troops may be stationed there ; galleys, carrying heavy 
artillery, to prevent vessels of force from coming up the 
St. Lawrence; a mode of government to be adopted in a 
country where all will be anarchy and confusion without it; 
and probably a variety of other interesting regulations to 
take place, that do not just now occur to me. 

Your Excellency will do me the justice to believe that 
I feel, in the most sensible manner, the favourable opinion 
you are pleased to entertain of me ; and I am confident 
General Montgomery will not be less affected on what you 
observe of him. I do myself the pleasure, this day, to 
write that gentleman, and shall convey to him your best 
wishes and respects. 

The vast benefit that would result from a successful con- 
clusion of the campaign, in this quarter, has been so deeply 
impressed upon me, that I have often regretted tbat the 
operations were not commenced at an earlier period, and, 
when commenced, that so much tardiness prevailed in 
sending up the necessary stores and troops. That you, my 
dear General, should feel an anxiety to induce you to ask 
those questions which you have done in so polite and 
friendly a manner, is what I can easily suppose. 

The difficulties under which General Montgomery has 
laboured have been in the extreme, and which he most 
pathetically laments in a letter to me of the 13th ult., an 
extract of which I do myself the honour to enclose your 



Excellency, together with the opinion of a Council of War 
held on that day, and which I forgot to transmit you in the 
hurry with which I sent off my last. And in his letter of 
the 23d ult. he says: "Our re-enforcements not yet ar- 
rived. At this instant I have not in my camp above seven 
hundred and fifty men, and I wish much to send a strong 
detachment to the Island of Montreal ;" a manoeuvre which 
would have taken place sooner, had it been in his power, 
or been prudent to have gone into, neither of which I 
think it was, and shall beg leave to make the following ob- 
servations in support of this opinion. 

At no period, until this, has it appeared to rne that it 
would have been prudent to have passed St. John's, 
although a sufficient force could have been left for forming 
a blockade; for previous to the reduction of Chambly,am\ 
the success of our troops in repulsing the attack of Mon- 
sieur liegouvilk, who was sent from Montreal with two 
hundred and forty men, and expected to be joined by the in- 
habitants of three of the most populous parishes on the south 
side of the &• Lawrence, in which he was disappointed to 
a man, and which has in some measure evinced the temper 
of the Canadians towards us, and given us better assu- 
rances than any we have had of their friendly disposition, 
for until then their real sentiments were problematical ; 
and about this time, too, we sunk their best armed vessel, 
so that we can now spare more men for an attack upon 
Montreal, which, if not prevented by other obstacles, was 
Geneva] Montgomery's intention, as soon as the re-enforce- 
ment above alluded to should arrive, which took place on 
the 26th or 27th, and consisted of General IVooster's, of 
three hundred and thirty-five, and Major Tuthill, of Colonel 
Holmes's, with two hundred and twenty-five, officers of 
both included. In the numbers, however, he will be dis- 
appointed, as Gen. Woosier had returned four hundred and 
eighty-four effectives from Albany, hut discharged ninety- 
nine between this and Albany, and left fifiy-one sick here; 
and the others, too, fell greatly short of what 1 expected. 

If a blockade had been formed before the abovemen- 
lioned events took place, it must have been sufficiently' 
strong, not only to have guarded against the danger of a 
sortie, but to have prevented the enemy's armed vessels, 
which greatly surpassed ours in strength, from getting to 
the southward of us, and thereby effectually cut off every 
possibility of retreat ; which, if they had been able to ac- 
complish, the Canadians, I do firmly believe, would imme- 
diately have joined Mr. Carleton. But if a sufficient body- 
had been left, that to make the attempt on Montreal would 
have been too weak for such a service ; and if they had 
met with a repulse, the Canadians, in that case, would not 
have hesitated one moment to have acted against u=, (as 
Colonel Allen, in his report to me, observes,) and all our 
hopes in Canada would have been at an end. But another 
difficulty presented itself, and which I do not know how 
the detachment which General Montgomery proposed to 
send, or has sent, will even now surmount— the want of 
craft to convey a body of troops, sufficient to promise suc- 
cess, to the Island of Montreal, across the St. Lawrence, 
(which is deep, rapid, and wide,) as no craft can pass the 
fort at St. John's, to go down the Sorel ; which obstacles 
would be immediately removed on the reduction of that 
fortress, which I hope has taken place by this time, and 
then I shall have the fullest confidence that our labours 
will be at an end in this quarter, except from what difficul- 
ties may arise from the intemperate desire our people have 
to return to their habitations ; my fears on which account 
I have expressed to Congress. 

If we had passed it wholly, and could have got to and 
succeeded against Montreal, St. John's would undoubtedly 
have fallen. But what a vast risk! No less than that of 
the loss of the whole Army, the command of Lake Cham- 
plain, Ticonderoga, and Crown Point; for no retreat could 
possibly have taken place ; the dependance On the Cana- 
dians uncertain. And if they had found us incapable of 
passing to Montreal for want of boats, or of retreating on 
the same account, it is certain we should have found them 
opposed to us. 

In this view of things, I hope it will be thought that 
either attempt would have been injudicious. 

I do myself the honour to enclose you sundry extracts 
of my letters to Congress, with extracts of their answers, 
by which your Excellency will perceive that I have hinted 
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at several things which I conceived claimed the attention 
of Congress. Enclose you, also, a list of the officers made 
prisoners at St John's. The return of the non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates is either mislaid, or by mistake 
enclosed to Governour Trumbull. 

Be so good as to assure the gentlemen of your family 
that they have my best wishes. 

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most obedi- 
ent and very humble servant, p H[Lip ScHTJ¥LER . 

General Washington. 

GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

[Extract.] 
Camp near St. John's, October 13, 1775. 

Dear General: Some time ago I informed you of my 
intentions to make my approaches on the west side, as soon 
as the expected re-enforcement enabled me to undertake 
it. I had had a road cut to the intended ground, and some 
fascines made, when I was informed, by Major Brown, that 
a general dissatisfaction prevailed ; that unless something 
was undertaken in a few days there would be a mutiny; 
and that the universal sense of the Army was to direct all 
our attention to the east side. The impatience of the 
troops to get home has prevented their seeing the impos- 
sibility of undertaking this business sooner, the duty being 
hard for the troops, even on the present confined state of 
operations. 

When I mentioned my intentions, I did not consider I 
was at the head of troops who carry the spirit of freedom 
into the field, and think for themselves. 

Upon considering the fatal consequences which might 
flow from a want of subordination and discipline, (should 
this ill-humour continue,) my unstable authority over troops 
of different Colonies, the insufficiency of the military law, 
and my own want of powers to enforce it, weak as it is, I 
thought it expedient to call the Field-Officers together. 
Enclosed I send you the result of our deliberations. 

I am, &c, Richard Montgomery. 



Proceedings of a Council of War held at St. John's, 
October 13, 1775. 

I proposed establishing a battery of all our spare heavy 
cannon on the rising ground exactly opposite the stone 
house in the north redoubt, (in the west face of which 
there is but one embrasure open,) at the distance of about 
four hundred yards, securing this battery with a work 
capable of being well defended by two hundred men. From 
this battery our approaches might be continued to the ditch, 
and, by the time we arrived there, the fraise round the 
berm would be destroyed, the rampart in a ruinous state, 
and the large house (which is said to be their principal 
barrack) would be destroyed, as every shot that missed 
the rampart must take the house. Two four-pounders, on 
the east side, would answer the end of securing the west 
rampart in reverse, and thereby slackening the opposition 
of the enemy. By this mode of proceeding, if our am- 
munition held out, there would be, in my opinion, some 
prospect of success, notwithstanding the superior artillery 
of the garrison, which could not be mounted in its proper 
place time enough to prevent the erection of our bat- 
tery. The Field-Officers were, to a man, of opinion that 
my reasons were insufficient, being afraid the designed 
ground was, at this season, too wet for approaches, and 
strongly of opinion our heavy cannon, on the east side, 
would more effectually distress the enemy by annoying 
their buildings ; the fort having a gentle slope to the river, 
and which was urged as the strongest motive by destroying 
their schooner. In vain I represented that if every build- 
inc vvas destroyed, the garrison could not surrender with- 
out a probability of an assault, which could never arise 
from any attack on the opposite side of the river; that 
the vessel could not be destroyed, because she would 
change her place in such a manner as to elude our batte- 
ries ; that we had but little powder or time to throw away 
on experiments ; that I had a moral certainty they would 
find themselves mistaken ; and, finally, that they must take 
it upon themselves, for I would not oppose the general 
sense of the Army, and should enforce the measure by 
every effort in my power. 



I cannot help observing to how little purpose I am here. 
Were I not afraid the example would be too generally fol- 
lowed, and that the publick service might suffer,! would 
not stay an hour at the head of troops whose operations I 
cannot direct. I must say I have no hopes of success, 
unless from the garrison's wanting provisions. 

Richard Montgomery. 



danbury (Connecticut) committee. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for the 
Town of Danbury, November 6, 1775: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Selectmen of 
Danbury, not to allow any persons from abroad to take 
up their residence in the said Town, unless they produce 
a Certificate from the Committee of Inspection, Observa- 
tion, or Safety, for the Town or County from whence they 
remove, that they are friends to the cause of American 
liberty. 

And it is likewise ordered, that this Resolve be pub- 
lished in Mr. Holt's Journal. 

Samuel Taylor, Com. Clerk. 



IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, RHODE-ISLAND. 

An Act for the punishment of persons who shall be found 
guilty of holding a traitorous correspondence with the 
Ministry of Great Britain, or any of their Officers 
or Agents, or of supplying the Ministerial Army or 
Navy, that now is or may be employed in America 
against the United Colonies, with Provisions, Can- 
non, Arms, Ammunition, or warlike or naval Stores, 
or of acting as Pilots on board any of their Ships or 
Vessels. 

Whereas the Ministry of Great Britain have, for seve- 
ral years last past, steadily pursued a plan for subjecting 
the inhabitants of the British Colonies in America to an 
absolute, unconditional state of slavery, and have proceed- 
ed at length to the burning of our Towns, and spreading 
desolation and slaughter, as far as it hath been in their 
power, through the Country, in a manner totally inconsist- 
ent with the practice of civilized nations, and unworthy of 
the reputation formerly sustained by British troops; and 
whereas the aforesaid Colonies have been reduced to the 
fatal necessity of taking up arms in defence of those ines- 
timable rights and liberties which they derive from the un- 
erring laws of nature and the fundamental principles of the 
British Constitution, and which they cannot resign but 
with their lives ; and whereas several of the inhabitants of 
the said Colonies, lost to every generous sentiment of lib- 
erty, of love to their Country and posterity, have kept up 
a traitorous correspondence with, and supplied the Minis- 
terial Troops and Navy, and some of them have acted as 
pilots on board their ships and vessels, whereby the safety 
and liberties of the said Colonies may be greatly endan- 
gered : 

Be it therefore enacted by this General Assembly, and 
by the authority thereof it is enacted, That if any of the 
inhabitants of the said Colonies, within this Colony, or any 
of the inhabitants of this Colony, within any other Colony, 
shall be found guilty of holding a traitorous correspond- 
ence with the Ministry of Great Britain, or any of their 
officers and agents, or of supplying the Ministerial Army 
or Navy that now is or may be employed in America, 
against the United Colonies, with provisions, cannon, arms, 
ammunition, or warlike or naval stores, or of acting as pilots 
on board any of their ships or vessels, he or they so offend- 
ing shall suffer the pains of death, as in cases of felony, 
and shall forfeit his lands, goods, and chattels, to the Co- 
lony, to be disposed of by the General Assembly as they 
shall think fit, all necessary charges of prosecution, con- 
demnation, and execution, being first deducted ; and that 
all offences against this act shall be cognizable before the 
Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Assize, and Gene- 
ral Jail Delivery, of this Colony. The negotiation and 
treaty of the Town Council with Captain Wallace, respect- 
ing the supplying the ships of war stationed in the harbour 
of Newport, and the regulation thereof by the command- 
ing officer, allowed of by this General Assembly at this 
present session, to be excepted out of this act. 

And be it further enacted by this General Assembly, 
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That this act shall be in force in ten days after the rising 

of this Assembly; and that the same be published in the 

Providence Gazette and Newport Mercury. 

Henry Ward, Secretary. 
November 6, 1775. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COMMITTEE OF FALMOUTH. 

Cambridge, November 6, 1775. 

Sir: I received your favour of the 2d instant, and am 
xery sorry it is not in my power to supply the necessities 
of the Town of Falmouth. I have referred the gentlemen 
who brought me your letter to the General Court of this 
Province, who, I hope, will fall upon some method for 
your assistance. The arrival of the Cerberus, man-of-war, 
is very alarming. I do not apprehend they will attempt 
to penetrate into the country, as you seem to be afraid of; 
if they should attempt to land any of their men, I would 
have the good people of the country by all means to make 
every possible opposition in their power, for it will be much 
easier to prevent their making a lodgement, than to force 
them from it when tjiey have got possession. 

I write by this conveyance to Colonel Phinney, who 

will give you every advice and assistance in his power. I 

sincerely sympathize with the people in the distress they 

are drove to, but it is in such times that they should exert 

themselves in the noble cause of liberty. 

I am, Sir, &c, „ 

(jeorge Washington. 

To Enoch Moody, Esq., Chairman, &tc. 



GENERAL, WASHINGTON TO COLONEL PHINNEY. 

Cambridge, November 6, 1775. 

Sir: Having received a letter from Mr. Enoch Moody, 
Chairman of the Committee of Falmouth, that the inhabi- 
tants of that Town are greatly alarmed by the arrival of 
the Cerberus, man-of-war, and are under great apprehen- 
sion that some of the King's troops will be landed there, 
it is my desire that you raise all the force you can, and 
give the Town any assistance in your power. The diffi- 
culty of removing troops, after they have made a lodge- 
ment or got possession of a place, is too obvious to be men 
tioned. You will, therefore, use every possible method 
to prevent their effecting that, or penetrating into the coun- 
try, until you have further orders. 

1 am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

George Washington. 
To Colonel Edmund Phinney, at Falmouth. 



is going upon too large a scale, and that he will make the 
outfit of his vessel too expensive. The intention of fitting 
out these vessels is not to attack the armed, but to take 
the unarmed vessels ; which Captain Martindale seems to 
have lost sight of, by putting so many carriage-guns on 
board the Washington; but I sincerely hope his success 
will amply repay the expense. The ammunition is pre- 
paring—forty rounds for each gun, one barrel of loose 
powder, for priming, &,c, and a proper quantity of match 
rope. I doubt much whether we shallbe able to get the 
osnaburghs which the Captain writes for; if to be had, it 
will go by the same conveyance with the ammunition. 
There is no swivel-shot to be had here. If we cannot pro- 
cure some time enough, shall send four-ounce balls; which, 
I think, will answer every purpose. You will please to 
communicate the part of this letter which regards Captain 
Martindale unto him, and to Captain Bowen, as I do not 
believe 1 shall have time to write them bythis convey- 
ance. The eighty men will be sent, and General Greene 
has been applied to for a Second Lieutenant. The mas- 
ter will be on just the same footing with the masters of the 
other armed vessels. 1 don't know the use of a drum and 
fife on board, nor do I imagine that any of the other ves- 
sels have got them; but if it will give Captain Martindale 
any pleasure, he shall be indulged with them. 

I am, with respect, Sir, your most humble servant, 
Stephen Moylan, Sec'y pro tern. 
To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Head-Quarters, November 6, 1775. 

Sir : I am ordered by his Excellency to acknowledge 
the receipt of your favours of the 30lh ultimo and 3d in- 
stant. Such articles on board the vessels taken by Major 
Tupper as are subject to perish, you had better have sold 
ofT immediately; the vessels and appurtenances to be 
securely laid up, and the cargoes carefully stored, until 
further orders from hence. A manifest of the cargo you 
will please to send us as soon as made out. The advanced 
season of the year, and the difficulty in procuring cannon, 
will prevent the General's ordering more armed vessels to 
be fitted out for the present. 

By your last, his Excellency observes that there are 
one hundred and eighteen pipes of wine saved out of a 
vessel bound to Boston, and wrecked at Eastham. It is 
his desire that you take immediate charge of them, and 
forward them to Cambridge with all speed, where they 
will be sold for the publick use, and where they will fetch 
a good price, if their quality is tolerable. Captain Coit 
has, I find, been so unlucky as to get aground again. I 
hope his misfortunes are now over, and that success will 
attend his cruise; which it will give pleasure to hear 
he has commenced. I hope the Lee is out again. The 
chance of taking prizes must soon be over, from the ad- 
vance of the season. Therefore, the cruisers should now 
be in port as little as possible ; which you will please to 
urge to the gentlemen who command them. 

The General is apprehensive that Captain Martindale 
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JEREMIAH HALL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Hanover, November 6, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : The Committees 
of Correspondence and Inspection in the County of Ply- 
mouth, viz : of Hanover, Scituate, Pembroke, and Marsh- 
field, were notified, by one Captain Toby, who guards on 
the shore at Marshfield, that he had two infamous tories 
under his care, who fled id Boston soon after the Lexing- 
ton battle — one of them a native and inhabitant of Marsh- 
field, named Nathaniel Philips ; the other of Pembroke, 
named Thomas Joselyn — who have been in Boston from 
that time to the 27th day of October, as may appear by 
their permit ; who have, both of them, signed the obnox- 
ious address to General Gage, when bound to England. 
One of them, viz: Philips, appears to be sorry for his past 
conduct; the other stubborn, refractory, and evasive. And 
said Committees apprehending that said tories are capable 
of giving intelligence which might give light and be bene- 
ficial in the common cause, beg leave to trouble your Ex- 
cellency with their examination; and that your Excellency 
would judge and secure them according to their demerits. 

Jere. Hall, Chm'n of said Committee. 
To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Captain- 
General and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces of the 
United American Colonies. 



WILLIAM WATSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth, November 6, 1775. 

Sir: This morning Capt. Coit, after a cruise of thirty- 
six hours, brought into this port the Schooner Industry, 
Chas. Coffin, master, and the Sloop Polly, Sibeline White, 
master, both from Nova-Scotia, bound to Boston, with 
provisions for the garrison there ; manifests of both car- 
goes are enclosed. I have landed the cattle, and put them 
to pasture ; the other articles I shall store immediately, 
and wait your Excellency's orders. 

Captain Coit finds his main-mast too weak; is now get- 
ting in a new one, and will sail again to-morrow. Cap- 
tain Manly sailed six hours before Captain Coit; since 
which, we have heard nothing about him. 

The prisoners will be sent forward to-morrow, under 
guard, agreeable to your Excellency's instructions to Cap- 
tain Coit. I shall do all in my power to expedite Captain 
Martindale, and hope that, if the weather favours, he will 
be ready in a tew days. 

I am your Excellency's most obedient and much obliged 

humble servant, t„ ,, 7 

William Watson. 

His Excellency George Washington, Esq. 
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.■■ ; ■••■.... • PROCLAMATION BY GENERAL HOWE. 

By His Excellency the Honourable William Howe, Ma- 
jor-General and Commander-in-Chief of all His Ma- 
' jesty's Forces within the Colonies lying on the Atlan- 
"Tf!eirT)cEAN, from Nova-Scotia to West-Florida, 
inclusive, fyc, fyc, fyc. 

. -..-.. A Proclamation. 
Whereas the present and approaching distresses of many 
qf the Inhabitants in the Town of Boston, from the scarcity 
and high prices of Provisions, Fuel, and other necessary 
articles of life, can only be avoided by permitting them to 
go where they may hope to procure easier means. of sub- 
sistence : 

Notice is hereby given, that all those suffering under the 
abovementioned circumstances, who choose to depart the 
Town, may give in their names to Captain James Urque- 
hart, Town-Major, before Thursday, twelve o'clock, on 
the 9th instant, specifying their names, abodes, number, 
and .names of those in family, effects, &,c, that passes 
may be made out, conformable to regulations already esta- 
blished, 

.Given at Head-Quarters, in Boston, this sixth day of 
November, 1775. William Howe. 



CAPTAINS BROUGHTON AND SELMAN TO GENERAL WASH- 
INGTON. 

Gut of Canso, at the entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, ) 

November 6, 1775. J 

Mat it please tour Excellenct: We attempted for 
some time after our last to get to Spaiiish River, in order 
to take the brigantine loading with coal ; but the wind 
being contrary, and blowing up a heavy storm, we were 
obliged to give over our design. We then stood for this 
place, where the storm has hardly yet ceased ; we are, 
however, something comforted in that no vessel passes this 
season to Boston, Halifax, or to any part of America, 
from Quebeck, but must pass within gun-shot of us. We 
found, at the entrance of the gut, a sloop belonging to John 
Denny, of New-Haven, esteemed by Government an in- 
habitant of Quebeck, winch was cleared out from Gaspee 
for Nantucket, freighted by himself and one Buddington, 
a passenger; neither of these men appear in a very favour- 
able light, respecting their attachment to American liber- 
ties. Buddington himself dares not speak in favour of 
Denny's political orthodoxy. We, at the first conference, 
used the words Yankees and Pumpkins, with apparent 
jeering, und asked after the King's troops. They answer- 
ed as men well-a,ffected to the Ministry would. Upon being 
undeceived, they did not make such apologies as true sons 
of liberty, strongly attached to their interest, but had mis- 
taken their company, might naturally be expected to do. 

Upon the whole, we think ourselves bound to send the 
vessel, cargo, and her papers, to your Excellency, for your 
decision. The owner, Denny, and Buddington, the prin- 
cipal freighter, shall be sent by the first opportunity after 
this. Captain Hawkins, master of the sloop we sent to 
Beverly the 2d instant, we send in this sloop; who will be 
directed to wait on your Excellency upon his arrival. Im- 
mediately upon the wind suiting, we shall endeavour to 
conform to the spirit of your Excellency's orders. 

We remain your Excellency's most obedient and very 
humble servants, 

Nicholson Broughton, 
John Sklman. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



mild and equitable Government, and penetrated with the 
deepest sense of the unhappy situation into which so great 
a number of your subjects in America have been led, by 
the artful and traitorous misrepresentations of their self-inte- 
rested and designing leaders, humbly beg leave to approach 
your royal throne, to assure your Majesty, in the most so- 
lemn and publick manner, of our abhorrence and detestation 
of their unconstitutional principles, and of the heartfelt 
concern with which we behold their present rebellion. 

We are the more strongly induced to consider it as "our 
indispensable duty most seriously to address your Majesty 
on this occasion, when we reflect that our deluded fellow- 
subjects in America have been taught to believe, that, by 
opposing the supreme authority of Parliament, and by dis- 
obeying our Legislature, they act agreeably to the senti- 
ments of the greater part of your subjects in Great Britain, 

We therefore embrace this opportunity of unanimously 
declaring, that we consider such principles and practices 
as repugnant to the true spirit of the British Constitution, 
and as destructive of that liberty which can only exist where 
there is a strict observance of the laws ; and that we are 
firmly resolved to exert ourselves to the utmost, in our re- 
spective spheres, to support the great and important cause 
in which the rights of your Majesty's crown, and the inte- 
rest of your people, are so deeply concerned. 

We flatter ourselves that the vigorous and. decisive mea- 
sures your Majesty seems resolved to adopt, will, by the 
blessing of the Almighty, speedily produce the desired ef- 
fect of re-establishing peace and harmony between Great 
Britain and her Colonies, by convincing the latter that 
Great Britain, from whom they derive their origin, by 
whom they have been nourished and supported in their 
infancy, and by whom they have been protected from for- 
eign enemies, at the expense of much blood and treasure, 
can still exert and vindicate the rights of a Parent State. 

Upon the whole, then, great Sire, it is our fervent prayer 
and most ardent desire, that your Majesty may long con- 
tinue to reign over a free and a happy people, and that this 
Empire may be transmitted to your latest posterity, entire 
and undivided. 

Signed in our presence, and by our appointment, at 
Clackmanan, this 7th day of November, 1775, by 

William Cathcart, Prases. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
CLACKMANAN. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Justices of the Peace, Clergy, 
Freeholders, and Commissioners of Supply of the County 
of Clackmanan, presented to His Majesty by Colonel Ralph 
Abercromby, their Representative in Parliament. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Gentlemen, Justices of the Peace, Clergy, Freeholders, 
and Commissioners of Supply of the County of Clackma- 
nan, conscious of the many blessings we enjoy under your 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
NAIRN. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Freeholders, Justices of the 
Peace, and Commissioners of Supply of the County of 
Nairn, presented to His Majesty by the Honourable Colonel 
Cosmo Gordon, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Freeholders, Justi- 
ces of the Peace, and Commissioners of Supply of the 
County of Nairn. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Gentlemen, Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and Com- 
missioners of Supply of the County of Nairn, think it our 
indispensable duty, at this juncture, humbly to address your 
Majesty, and to declare our abhorrence of the present un- 
natural rebellion carried on by many of your infatuated 
subjects in America. In doing this we can assure your 
Majesty, that we express not only our own sentiments, but 
those of our fellow-subjects of all ranks, in this corner of 
your Majesty's Dominions. 

With profound humility, we profess our unalterable at- 
tachment to your Majesty's person and family, and our 
most cordial approbation of the early measures adopted for 
giving a check to the first dawnings of disobedience. This 
County, in the late war, sent out many of its sons to defend 
your Majesty's ungrateful Colonies against the invasion of 
foreign enemies, and they will now, when called upon, be 
equally ready to repel all the attempts of the traitorous and 
disaffected, against the dignity of your crown, and the just 
rights of the supreme Legislature of Great Britain. 
By appointment of the meeting: 

Hugh Rose, Presses. 

N.iirn, November 7, 1775.. 
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ADDRESS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF PAISLEY. 

Address of the Magistrates and Town Council of Pais- 
ley, presented to His Majesty by John Craufurd Esq., 
Representative in Parliament for the County of Renfrew. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Magistrates and Town Council 

of Paisley, in Council assembled. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We should be unworthy of the blessings which we enjoy 
as British subjects, did we fail, at this time, to express our 
attachment to that Government which conveys and secures 
them. 

With much concern and abhorrence, we behold the un- 
natural and daring attempt of your Majesty's American 
subjects to throw oft* their subjection to legal authority, and 
to subvert those very laws under which they have risen to 
power and opulence. 

Enjoying true peace and liberty, we wish to see them 
restored to our fellow-subjects ; and are convinced that.this 
great end will be most effectually promoted by the steady 
exertion of those powers which the Constitution has vested 
in your Majesty; fully persuaded that they will ever be 
wisely employed by a Monarch who, while able to chastise 
rebellious subjects, declares from the throne that he is 
ready to receive the misled with tenderness and mercy. 
Animated with these sentiments, it is our steady purpose 
to support the rights of your Majesty, as Sovereign of all 
your Dominions, and the supreme authority of the British 
Legislature over the whole Empire. 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that although this 
be among the first manufacturing Towns in North- Britain, 
and, by its situation, most likely to be affected by the un- 
constitutional proceedings of the Colonies, our trade, in 
most of its branches, in no degree has suffered from their 
ungrateful conduct. Our manufactures daily increase, and 
afford employment for thousands of loyal subjects; and we 
are persuaded that to enforce submission to the laws of 
Great Britain, is absolutely necessary to secure a lasting 
commerce with America. 

For every advantage which we derive from your Ma- 
jesty's care and attention to the good of your people, we 
humbly beg leave to present to your Majesty our most sin- 
cere acknowledgments. That your Majesty may long 
reign over a happy and united people, is the earnest prayer 
of your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Ma- 
gistrates and Town Council of Paisley. 

Signed in our name, and by our appointment, by our 

First Magistrate ; and we have ordered the common seal 

of the Town to be hereto affixed. T 

John otorie. 

Paisley, November 7, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
RENFREW. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Freeholders, Justices of the 
Peace, and Commissioners of the Land Tax of the County 
of Renfrew, presented to His Majesty by John Craufurd, 
Esq., their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Freeholders, Jus- 
tices of the Peace, and Commissioners of the Land Tax 
of the County of Renfrew. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Gentlemen, Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and Com- 
missioners of the Land Tax of the County of Renfrew, 
humbly beg leave to approach your throne, with hearts 
full of zeal and affection for your Majesty's person and 
Government. 

Deeply impressed with a sense of gratitude and fidelity 
to your Majesty, happy under the influence of your mild 
and beneficent administration, rejoicing in the contempla- 
tion of your virtues, we beheld, with pity and with indig- 
nation, the daring attempts of your Colonies to disturb the 
tranquillity, and to interrupt the felicity of your reign. 

We commiserate tlie errours, we detest the guilt of those 
deluded people, who, seduced by the wicked arts of de- 
signing men, and actuated by prejudice and passion, abuse 
the venerable name of liberty, and employ it as a cover 



for their treasonable purpose of withdrawing their alle- 
giance from your Majesty, of renouncing their subordina- 
tion to Great Britain, and of arrogating independence to 
themselves. 

We assert the principle, that in the Constitution of every 
State there must be one supreme, uncontrollable power, 
whose dictates all must obey. We wish for no liberty to 
ourselves, and can admit of none to others, beyond what 
we all are entitled to by the laws of our Country. We 
disclaim those timid, interested, or factious suggestions in 
favour of lenity and concessions to subjects in rebellion, 
while they have arms in their hands. Upon their first re- 
turn to duty and submission, none can doubt your Majes- 
ty's gracious declaration that you will be ready to receive 
the misled with tenderness and mercy. 

Though an occasional increase or diminution of trade 
must appear of less importance when the contest is for 
national honour and the preservation of gre'at national 
rights, yet we cannot help observing, with satisfaction, that 
our commercial interests have not suffered by the defection 
of the American Provinces, and that their malignant com- 
binations to distress and alarm this Country, by a total pro- 
hibition of trade, have happily been hitherto disappointed. 
The valuable and extensive manufactures of the Town of 
Paisley, and other parts of this industrious and populous 
County, have at no period had a greater produce, or a more 
ready demand. Every hand is full of employment, and 
every heart full of confidence, relying on your Majesty's 
wisdom and fortitude to put a speedy end to those dis- 
orders, and to restore the blessings of peace and concord 
to all your Dominions. 

Permit us to assure your Majesty, that, animated by the 
united sentiments of loyalty, love of our Country, regard 
for our own interests, and those of our posterity, we are 
determined to exert our utmost efforts in support of your 
Majesty's authority, the supreme power of the Legislature, 
and the constitutional dependance of every part of the Bri- 
tish Empire. 

Signed in our presence, and by our appointment. 

William Mube, Prases. 

Paisley, November 7, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF ANDEVOR. 

Address of the Bailiff, Steward, Approved-Men, and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Andevor, in Common Coun- 
cil assembled, presented to His Majesty by Sir John Grif- 
fin Griffin, Knight of the Bath, and Benjamin Letheul- 
liere, Esq., their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Bailiff, Steward, Approved- 
Men, and Burgesses of the Borough of Andevor, in 
Common Council assembled. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful subjects, the Bailiff, 
Steward, Approved-Men, and Burgesses of your ancient 
Borough of Andevor, beg leave to approach your roval 
person, to testify the abhorrence we have of the rebellious 
revolt of many of your American subjects, under the false 
pretence of asserting rights they never had, but, in reality, 
with a design of casting off their allegiance to your Ma- 
jesty, and their dependance on the British Empire, of 
which they are an undoubted part. 

We have too much reason to fear that the spirit of dis- 
obedience, now raging in this distant part of your Majesty's 
Dominions, with all the madness of arbitrary riot and cru- 
elty, hath been worked up to its present alarming crisis 
by the artful insinuations of some designing leaders, who 
have themselves other pursuits in view than what their de- 
luded followers may, perhaps, as yet suspect. We trust, 
and do most sincerely hope, this will eventually turn out to 
be the case, and that these unhappy and misguided men 
will soon see the fatal tendency of their rash proceedings, 
and return to their duty. And we are the rather inclined 
to hope this, as we cannot conceive that any number of 
men here, or in America, who have felt the blessings of 
your Majesty's mild and gentle sway, can, when they come 
coolly to consider the consequences, wish to exchange it 
for any other. 

It is to your Majesty, and to the illustrious Princes of 
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the House of Hanover, your royal predecessors, that we, 
and all your subjects at this time, in a great measure owe 
that enjoyment of true legal liberty, which we believe no 
nation in the world can boast of but ourselves. That the 
same constitutional liberty which we (eel, may be felt by 
all other your Majesty's subjects, in all the parts of your 
wide extended Empire, and that every member of it may 
acknowledge the sovereignty of Great Britain, is the in- 
cessant and most ardent wish of our hearts. And in order 
to obtain the accomplishment of this wish, we do assure 
your Majesty that we shall most heartily concur, as far as 
in us lies, in supporting your Majesty in all such measures 
as in your great wisdom you shall think necessary to take, 
to bring back your rebellious Colonists to a submission, in 
deed as well as words, to your Majesty's Government, and 
to the legislative power of the British Parliament. 

Given under our common seal, the seventh day of No- 
vember, in the sixteenth year of your Majesty's reign. 



ADDRESS AND PETITION OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE 
COUNTY OF BERKS. 

Address and Petition to His Majesty, moved for by the 
Earl of Abingdon, seconded by the Lord Craven, and 
signed by a very great majority of the Gentlemen, Clergy, 
and Freeholders of the County of Berks, at the meeting 
held in the Town-Hall at Abingdon, pursuant to an adver- 
tisement from the High Sheriff, " for taking the general 
sense of the County on the present unhappy differences 
between Great Britain and her Colonies," on Tuesday, 
the 7th of November, 1775. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address and Petition of the Freeholders of 
the County of Berks. 

May it please your Majesty: 

Your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, Free- 
holders of the County of Berks, though deeply affected 
with the melancholy civil dissensions which prevail in your 
Empire, have acquiesced with boundless confidence in your 
Majesty's goodness, and in the wisdom of your Parliament, 
for the restoration of internal tranquillity to your Dominions, 
and satisfaction and repose to the minds of all your sub- 
jects. 

We conceive that the interference of your Majesty's 
people, otherwise than by their Representatives in Parlia- 
ment, (although it be their undoubted right,) ought to be 
extremely rare, and reserved for occasions of the greatest 
necessity. We have therefore beheld, with astonishment, 
persons who profess uncommon zeal for your Majesty's 
Government, discovering a manifest distrust in his discre- 
tion ; urging your Ministers to a continuance of the violent 
measures which hitherto have produced none but calami- 
tous effects, and to which the Ministers have shown, and 
still do show, a disposition which it does not seem at all 
necessary to stimulate. 

These inflammatory addresses, we humbly apprehend, 
have a tendency to distress your Majesty's paternal feel- 
ings ; and by urging coercive measures, as alone effectual 
and proper in the present disorders, to render such conces- 
sions, as your Majesty's and the publick wisdom may think 
necessary to make, dishonourable and unsafe to your Ma- 
jesty and this Nation. 

Finding the dangerous and seditious attempts to embar- 
rass your Majesty's councils, and prevent the restoration 
of tranquillity, pursued with an earnestness which fills the 
minds of your Majesty's peaceable subjects with horrour, 
we are constrained, very reluctantly, with all possible hu- 
mility and deference, to lay before your Majesty our faith- 
ful sentiments on the origin of the present troubles, on the 
measures which have been and still are pursued in conse- 
quence of those troubles, and on the dismal effects which 
we conceive must result from them. 

As the inhabitants of that part of your Dominions 
which is the seat of the Imperial Legislature, we have a 
due sense of the necessity of preserving the supreme au- 
thority of Parliament over all the British Empire ; but as 
English Freeholders, who value ourselves on our inesti- 
mable right of granting our own property, either by our- 
selves, or Representatives of our own choosing only, we 
cannot, without divesting ourselves of every principle of 



equity, justice, and even of common decency, consider 
the complaints of millions of our fellow-subjects, separated 
from us by an immense ocean, on being taxed without any 
voice, directly or indirectly, in the grant, to be entirely 
groundless, and the result of nothing but a factious spirit, 
aiming at the dismemberment of the Empire. The sub- 
stantial and not nominal assent of the subject, in the grant 
of their own money, we can never hold to be a frivolous 
concern to English Freeholders. It can never be exter- 
minated in one part of the Empire, without being endan- 
gered in all. And we look with just indignation at the 
servile and unmanly spirit in which the very principle of 
that sacred right is treated with scorn and ridicule by 
several publications industriously circulated, and which we 
trust receive no countenance from your Majesty's Minis- 
ters ; because, if so countenanced, they can have no other 
effect than to raise a suspicion that the Government of this 
Country is sliding from its only firm, natural, and constitu- 
tional foundations. 

We have seen, with much concern, the disorders which 
have arisen in America on this serious ground. We la- 
ment, we blame them; but we cannot think them unnatu- 
ral, in those in whom the love of freedom is united with 
the ordinary weakness and imperfection of human nature. 
It is for that principle, joined with that infirmity, that we 
presume to supplicate your Majesty's clemency. 

The disorders have arisen from a complaint (plausible at 
least) of one right violated ; and we can never be brought 
to imagine that the true remedy for such disorders consists 
in an attack on all other rights, arid an attempt to drive 
the people either to unconstitutional submission or absolute 
despair. 

Sire, the affairs of your Empire are distracted because 
they are misconducted. The consequences of the mea- 
sures pursued are as evident as they are deplorable. Your 
Majesty's Ministers, finding the forces of your natural-born 
subjects not sufficiently powerful for, or not sufficiently dis- 
posed to the present coercive service, have listened to the 
offers of foreign nations, who have thought fit, it seems, 
voluntarily, and therefore in a manner the more alarming 
to all true Englishmen, to interfere in our domestick dif- 
ferences. 

Prostrated before your throne, with faces suffused with 
shame for this apparent nakedness of our Country, and 
with hearts oppressed with anxiety for its future destiny, 
we deprecate, whilst yet it is in suspense, this most peri- 
lous and desperate proceeding. English dignity and En- 
glish government, whilst resting on their true bottom, can 
never stand in need of Russian assistance for their preser- 
vation. They who are necessary to the support of Gov- 
ernment, are the Government; and if we cannot preserve 
America without foreign aid, America belongs to foreigners, 
and not to England. 

It has been the usual course of a rebellious people to 
call in the arms of strangers to distract their country. This 
worst part of rebellion has not yet appeared in America. 
Let this one thing right in their conduct atone for many 
wrong ones, and let your Majesty's clemency permit itself 
to operate in favour of a people whose petitions have not 
yet appeared before any throne but yours. Let not Eng- 
land set an example, which is but too easily copied, by 
drawing into a free country the insidious and mercenary 
aid of foreign forces, trained to the support of a barbarous 
despotism. The moment that a great army of such, or of 
any foreigners, shall enter your territories, the liberties of 
your people are at an end ; and your Majesty's authority 
will be the more endangered by their assistance, than it 
can be by any rebellion which can arise among your own 
subjects. 

When we have such terrible objects in prospect, we 
forget the millions we are spending, and the millions more 
we are like to spend, in this unhappy and fruitless con- 
test. 

Deign, therefore, most gracious Sovereign, to attend to 
manifest reason, delivered by the affectionate voice of duty 
and fidelity; strenuous as we are for the honour of our 
Country, we cannot be forgetful of its peace and concord. 
It is therefore we abhor the idea of encouraging foreicners 
to make a prey of this Nation and its dependencies, under 
the miserable and uncovered pretext of discounienancin 0, 
faction and sedition among ourselves. 
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PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOUR OF VIRGINIA. 

By his Excellency the Right Honourable John, Earl of 
Dunmore, His Majesty's Lieutenant and Governour- 
Oeneral of the Colony and Dominion of Virginia, and 
Vice-Admiral of the same. 

A Proclamation. 
As I have ever entertained hopes that an accommoda- 
tion might have taken place between Great Britain and 
this Colony, without being compelled by my duty to this 
most disagreeable, but now absolutely necessary step, 
rendered so by a body of armed men, unlawfully assem- 
bled, firing on His Majesty's Tenders ; and the forma- 
tion of an Army, and that Army now on their march to 
attack His Majesty's Troops, and destroy the well-disposed 
subjects of this Colony : To defeat such treasonable pur- 
poses, and that all such traitors and their abettors may 
be brought to justice, and that the peace and good order of 
this Colony may be again restored, which the ordinary 
course of the civil law is unable to effect, I have thought 
fit to issue this my Proclamation, hereby declaring, that 
until the aforesaid good purposes can be obtained, I do, in 
virtue of the power and authority to me given by His 
Majesty, determine to execute martial law, and cause the 
same to be executed throughout this Colony. And to the 
end that peace and good order may the sooner be restored, 
1 do require every person capable of bearing arms to resort 
to His Majesty's standard, or be looked upon as traitors to 
His Majesty's crown and Government, and thereby become 
liable to the penalty the law inflicts upon such offences — 
such as forfeiture of life, confiscation of lands, &c, &tc. : 
and I do hereby further declare all indented servants, 
Negroes, or others, (appertaining to Rebels,) free, that are 
able and willing to bear arms, they joining His Majesty's 
Troops, as soon as may be, for the more speedily reducing 
this Colony to a proper sense of their duty to His Majesty's 
crown and dignity. 1 do further order and require all His 
Majesty's liege subjects to retain their quit-rents, or any 
other taxes due, or that may become due, in their own 
custody, till such time as peace may be again restored to 
this, at present, most unhappy Country, or demanded of 
them for their former salutary purposes, by officers proper- 
ly authorized to receive the same. 

Given under my hand, on board the Ship William, off 
Norfolk, the 7th day of November, in the sixteenth year 
of His Majesty's reign. Dunmore. 

God Save the King. 



WilHamsburgh, November 33, 1775. 

A copy of the above Proclamation having fallen into my 
hands, 1 thought it was necessary, for the welfare of two 
sorts of people, that its publick appearance should be at- 
tended with comments of the following nature. Such as 
have mixed much in society, and have had opportunities of 
hearing the subject of the present unnatural contest discus- 
sed, will be but little startled at the appellation of Rebel, 
because they will know that it is not merited. But others 
there may be whose circumstances may, in a great measure, 
have excluded them from the knowledge of publick mat- 
ters, who may be sincerely attached to the interests of their 
Country, and who may yet be frightened to act against it, 
from the dread of incurring a guilt which, by all good men, 
is justly abhorred. To these it may be proper to address 
a few remarks upon this Proclamation. And as part of the 
Proclamation repects the Negroes, and seems to offer some- 
thing very flattering and desirable to them, it may be doing 
them, as well as the Country, a service, to give them a just 
view of what they are to expect, should they be so weak 
and wicked as to comply with what Lord Dunmore re- 
quires. 

Those, then, who are afraid of being styled Rebels, I 
would beg to consider, that although Lord Dunmore, in 
this Proclamation, insidiously mentions his having till now 
entertained hopes of an accommodation, yet the whole 
tenor of his conduct, for many months past, has had the 
most direct and strongest tendency to widen the unhappy 
breach, and render a reconciliation more difficult. For 
what other purpose did he write his false and inflam- 
matory letters to the Ministers of State ? Why did he, 
under cover of the night, take from us our powder, and 



render useless the arms of our publick magazine ? Why 
did he secretly and treacherously lay snares for the lives 
of our unwary brethren ? — snares that had likely to prove 
but too effectual. Why did he, under idle pretences, 
withdraw himself from the seat of Government, where 
alone he could, had he been willing, have done essential 
service to our Country ? Why, by his authority, have 
continual depredations been since made upon such of our 
countrymen as were situated within the reach of ships of 
war and lenders? Why have our Towns been attacked, 
and houses destroyed ? Why have the persons of many 
of our most respectable brethren been seized upon, torn 
from all their connexions, and confined on board of ships? 
Was all this to bring about reconciliation ? Judge for your- 
selves, whether the injuring of our persons and properties 
be the readiest way to regain our affections. After insult- 
ing our persons, he now presumes to insult our understand- 
ings also. Do not believe his words, when his actions so 
directly contradict them. If he wished for an accommoda- 
tion, if he had a desire to restore peace and order, as he pro- 
fesses, it was to be upon terms which would have been dis- 
graceful, and, in the end, destructive of every thing dear and 
valuable. 

Consider, again, the many attempts which have been made 
to enslave us. Nature gave us equal privileges with the 
people of Great Britain; we are, equally with them, enti- 
tled to the disposal of our own property; and we have 
never resigned to them these rights, which we derived from 
nature. But they have endeavoured unjustly to rob us of 
them. They have made acts of Parliament, in which we 
in no manner concurred, which dispose of our property; acts 
which abridge us of liberties we once enjoyed, and which 
impose burdens and restraints upon us too heavy to be 
borne. Had we immediately taken up arms to assert our 
rights, and to prevent the exercise of unlawful power, 
though our cause would have been just, yet our conduct 
wouldhavebeen precipitate, and so farblameable. We might 
then, with some shadow of justice, have been charged with 
rebellion, or a disposition to rebel. But this was not the 
way we behaved. We petitioned once and again, in the 
most dutiful manner ; we hoped that the righteousness of 
our cause would appear — that our complaints would be 
heard and attended to ; we wished to avoid the horrours of 
a civil war, and so long proceeded in this fruitless track, that 
our not adopting a more vigorous opposition seemed rather 
to proceed from a spirit of meanness and fear, than of peace 
and loyalty ; and all that we gained was to be more griev- 
ously oppressed. At length, we resolved to withhold our 
commerce from Britain; and, by thus affecting her interest, 
oblige her to redress our grievances. But in this, also, we 
have been disappointed; our Associations have been deemed 
unlawful combinations, and opposition to Government ; we 
have been entirely deprived of our trade to foreign Coun- 
tries ; and even ourselves and fleets and armies have been 
sent to reduce us to a compliance with the arbitrary, 
unjust demands of the British Minister and corrupt Par- 
liament. Reduced to such circumstances, to what could we 
have recourse but to arms? Every other expedient having 
been tried, and found ineffectual, this alone was left ; and 
this we have, at last, unwillingly adopted. If it be rebel- 
lion to take up arms in such a causeas this, rebellion then 
is not only a justifiable, but an honourable thing. But let 
us not be deceived with empty sounds. They who call us 
Rebels cannot make us so ; rebellion is open and avowed 
opposition to lawful authority; but it is usurped and arbitrary 
power which we have determined to oppose. Societies are 
formed, and magistrates appointed, that men may the bet- 
ter enjoy the blessings of life. Some of the rights which 
they have derived from nature they part with, that they 
may the more peaceably and safely possess the rest. To 
preserve the rights they have reserved is the duty of every 
member of society; and to deprive a people of these is 
treason, is rebellion against the State, if this doctrine, then, 
be right, which no one, I believe, will venture to deny, 
we, my countrymen, are the dutiful members of society; 
and the persons who endeavour to rob us of our rights, 
they are the Rebels — Rebels to their Country and to the 
rights of human nature. I repeat it again, let ns not be 
deceived with empty sounds. We are acting the part of 
loyal subjects, of faithful members of the community, when 
we stand forth in opposition of the arbitrary and oppressive 
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acts of any man or set of men. Resort not, then, to the 
standard which Lord Dunmore has set up ; and if any of 
you have been so far mistaken in your duty as to join him, 
fly from his camp, as an infected place, and speedily rejoin 
your virtuous suffering countrymen ; for be ye well assured 
that the time will come when these invaders of the rights 
of human kind will suffer the punishment due to their 
crimes, and when the insulted and oppressed Americans 
will, if they preserve their virtue, triumph over all their 
enemies. 

The second class of people, for whose sake a few re- 
marks upon this Proclamation seem necessary, is the 
Negroes. They have been flattered with their freedom, 
if they be able to bear arms, and will speedily join Lord 
Dunrnqre's troops. To none, then, is freedom promised, 
but to such as are able to do Lord Dunmore service. The 
aged, the infirm, the women and children, are still to re- 
main the property of their masters — of masters who will be 
provoked to severity, should part of their slaves desert 
them. Lord Dunmore' s declaration, therefore, is a cruel 
declaration tp, the Negroes. He does not pretend to make 
it put of any tenderness to them, but solely upon his own 
account; and should it meet with success, it leaves by far 
the greater number at the mercy of an enraged and injured 
people. But should there be any amongst the Negroes weak 
enough to believe that Lord Dunmore intends to do them 
a kindness, and wicked enough to provoke the fury of the 
Americans against their defenceless fathers and mothers, 
their wives, their women, and children, let them only con- 
sider the difficulty of effecting their escape, and what they 
must expect to suffer if they fall into the hands of the 
Americans. Let them further consider what must be their 
fate should the English prove conquerors. If we can judge 
of the future from the past, it will not be much mended. 
Long have the Americans, moved by compassion and 
actuated by sound policy, endeavoured to stop the pro- 
gress of slavery. Our Assemblies have repeatedly passed 
acts, laying heavy duties upon imported Negroes, by which 
they meant altogether to prevent the horrid traffick ; but 
their humane intentions have been as often frustrated by 
the cruelty and covetousness of a set of English merchants, 
who prevailed upon the King to repeal our kind and merci- 
ful acts, little, indeed, to the credit of his humanity. Can 
it then be supposed that the Negroes will be better used 
by the English, who have always encouraged and upheld 
this slavery, than by their present masters, who pity 
their condition, who wish, in general, to make it as easy 
and comfortable as possible, and who would, were it in 
their power, or were they permitted, not only prevent any 
more Negroes from losing their freedom, but restore it to 
such as have already unhappily lost it? No; the ends 
of Lord Dunmore and his party being answered, they 
will either give up the offending Negroes to the rigour 
of the laws they have broken, or sell them in the West- 
Indies, where every year they sell many thousands of 
their miserable brethren, to perish either by the incle- 
mency of weather or the cruelty of barbarous masters. 
Be not then, ye Negroes, tempted by this Proclamation to 
ruin yourselves. 1 have given you a faithful view of what 
you are to expect, and declare, before God, in doing it, I 
have considered your welfare, as well as that of the Coun- 
try. Whether you will profit by my advice I cannot tell ; 
but this I know, that whether we suffer or not, if you desert 
us you most certainly will. 

Williamsburgh, November 30, 1775. 

Let no man be dismayed at being proclaimed a Rebel ; 
let every such person know, that Lord Dunmore has no, 
right to declare any man so who has not been legally convict- 
ed, and that he himself may be sued and indicted for such 
proceedings. Whoever considers well the meaning of the 
word Rebel, will discover that the author of the Proclamation 
is now himself in actual rebellion, having armed our slaves 
against us, and having excited them to an insurrection; for 
which, by the laws of the land, they forfeit their lives. And 
let jt be remembered, that there is a treason against the 
State, for which such men as Lord Dunmore, and even 
Kings, have lost their heads. Let it be remembered, that 
the King and his Governours are bound by the laws, as 
much as his subjects ; and that no man can be condemned 



or punished who is not found guilty by a jury of his Coun- 
try, nor legally prosecuted for disobeying the arbitrary 
mandates of a tyrant. We have taken up arms, it is true ; 
but this we have an undoubted right to do, in defence of 
the British Constitution — of that very Constitution which 
the present royal family was brought in to support, and on 
the principles of the glorious Revolution, those very prin- 
ciples which alone could give our King a right to the 
throne of England. We are therefore contending, not only 
for our privileges as freemen, but for the support of the 
British Constitution ; and if we are supporting that, we 
are supporting our King, and on the only sure ground on 
which he can be supported. 

The present Ministry are rebels and traitors to their 
Prince; they are endeavouring to make him forfeit his 
crown. The Earl of Dunmore, late Governour, may be 
called a genuine rebel. His father was in two rebellions, 
strictly and properly so called; and he is now himself en- 
gaged in one of a more artful and dangerous nature; and 
he has the effrontery to shift the odious charge on us. If 
there are loyal subjects in the world, they are in America — 
they are in Virginia. But enough of this. Independent 
of these arguments, my countrymen, we may urge, that 
we have a right to take up arms in self-defence, since we 
have been threatened with an invasion of savages and an 
insurrection of slaves, and have had our Negroes and stocks 
piratically taken from us. The laws of God and nature, 
and the principles of the Constitution, justify it; and, at 
present, all the feelings of humanity, every suggestion of 
policy, and the cries of our insulted and imprisoned coun- 
trymen, loudly call you to arm. 



MECKLENBURGH COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for the County of Mecklenburgh, 
on the second Monday in November, 1775 : 

This Committee, for themselves and their constituents, 
present their compliments to their suffering brethren re- 
siding in the lower parts of this Country, and assure them, 
in case they should be reduced to the necessity of aban- 
doning their habitations, that they will meet with a cordial 
reception from the inhabitants of this County, and every 
accommodation that their situation and circumstances will 
admit. By order of the Committee : 

John Swepson, Clerk. 



PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, November 7, 1775. 

Information was given that Messrs. Owen Jones, Jona- 
than Zone, and Joshua Fisher fy Sons, had refused to 
receive the Continental Bills in the course of their busi- 
ness, and on inquiry it appeared that Mr. Jones had not 
considered himself at liberty to receive said Bills as Pro- 
vincial Treasurer, in which character he had only refused 
them, until he had advised thereon with the Members of 
Assembly. Mr. Zone having been long confined to his house 
by indisposition, 

Resolved, That Messrs. Matlaclc and Bcnezet wait on 
him, and inquire his reasons for said refusal. 

November 14. — The Committee being informed that 
Mr. Joseph Richardson, silversmith, has refused to take the 
Continental Currency, 

Resolved, That he be desired to attend this Committee 
immediately. 

Mr. Richardson attended, and acknowledged that he had 
refused to receive the Continental Bills in the course of his 
business, and alleged as his motive, a conscientious scruple, 
as said currency was emitted for the purpose of war. 

Tne Committee considering it of the utmost importance 
to the general weal that no discouragement should be given 
to the currency of the Bills issued by the Continental 
Congress, and that it is their duty to take some measure 
to prevent any such discouragement, 

Resolved, That Messrs. McKcan, Smith, Matlack, 
Wilcopks, and Milligan, be a Committee to consider and 
report what steps this Committee ought to take in this 
case. 

November 21.- — The Committee appointed to consider 
what measures ought to be taken in the case of persons 
who may refuse to receive, in the course of their business, 
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the Continental B lis, reported, that on full consideration 
of the itnportance and delicacy of the case, they were of 
opinion that this Committee ought to refer the same to the 
General Congress, that such measures may be ordered by 
them as will give full and effectual remedy in this case, 
before any considerable real injury may arise from such 
refusal. 

Mr. Thomas Fisher, one of the partners of the house 
of Joshua Fisher §■ Sons, attended in Committee, and de- 
clared that, from conscientious motives, their house could 
not accept this kind of money, as it is issued for the pur- 
pose of war. 

On motion, Resolved, That Messrs. Wilcocks and Smith 
be directed to wait on the President of the Continental 
Congress, with a copy of the Minutes of the Committee 
concerning the refusal of the Continental Bills by sundry 
persons. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Committee of the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia. 

Jonathan B. Smith, Secretary. 



VOTE OF QUEEN S COUNTY, NEW-YORK, REFUSING TO SEND 
DEPUTIES TO THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

A list of Voters for and against Deputies to represent in 
Provincial Congress, taken at Jamaica, in and for 
Queen's County, on Tuesday, November 7, 1775, 
and continued to Saturday following , five o'clock, af- 
ternoon. 

The following persons were nominated as the Deputies, 
viz: Colonel Jacob Blackwett, Samuel Townsend, William 
Townsend, Esqrs., Waters Smith, Benjamin Sands, Jero- 
mus Remsen, Jun., and Stephen Van Wyck. 

For Deputies— 221. 

Nathaniel Box, John Skidmore, 

Samuel Morrell, John Skidmore, Sr., 

Jonathan Lawrence, Jonah Roades, 
Capt. Samuel Moore, John Coe, 



Micajah Townsend, 
John J. Skidmore, 
Ephraim Bayles, 
Alexander Wheyley, 
Samuel Riker, 
Philip Woodard, 
Benjamin Cornish, 
Robert Field, 
Stephen Field, 
Morris Hazard, 
Simon Sands, 
Lambert Woodord, 
Daniel Lawrence, 
Fordham Burtis, 
John Rodgers, 
Albert Hegeman, Jr., 
Albert Hegeman, Sr.. 
H. Hendrickson, Jr., 
Elias Bayles, 
Henry Hooker, 
Benjamin Coe, 
Jonathan Coe, 
Abraham Kettletas, 
Wait Smith, 
Daniel Bayles, 
Samuel Waldron, 
Simon Horton, 
John Burtis, 
William Furman, 
Nicholas Everit, 
Daniel Ludlam, 



Joseph Robinson, 

John Riker, 

Samuel Smith, 

John Cockle, 

Samuel Higby, Sr., 

Rem Remsen, 

John Burtis, 

Benjamin Field, 

Piatt Smith, 

Andries Hegeman, Jr., H. Hendrickson, 

Obadiah Damelt, Jonah Hallett, 

John Waters, Thomas Denton, 

Robert Morrell, John Smith, 

Matthias Van Dyck, William Creed, Sr., 

Andries Hegeman, Si'., Stephen Rider, 



Philip Erlsall, 
Charles Boerum, 
Stephen Pettitt, 
Benjamin Farrington, 
Philip Edsall, Jr., 
John Brush, 
William Betts, 
John Wory, 
John Hendrickson, 



Josiah Mitchell, 
Thomas Rodman, 
John Parker, 
John Thorne, 
Thomas Thorne, 
John Thorne, 
C. Van Wyck, 
William Thorne, 
Thomas Mitchell, 
John Montaine, 
James Doughty, 
John Yates, 



Whitehead Skidmore, James Burling, 



Richard Berrien, 
Thomas Burroughs, 
John Pettitt, 
Martin Schenck, 
Samuel Burr, 
Othniel Smith, 
Gabriel Furman, 



Richard Rapalje, 
William Cornell, 
I. Carpenter, Jr., 
Jacob Carpenter, 
John Luyster, 
Rem Hegeman, 
Jacobus Luyster, 



William Ludlam, Jr., Samson Crooker, 



Nebemiah Evorit, 

Robert Mitchell, John Brimer, 

Nicholas Smith, Thomas Woodard, 

Daniel Hitchcock, Joseph Bezly, 

John Roades, David Latour, 

Richard Roades, Jotham Townsend, 

Nathaniel Smith, Daniel Burr, 

Adrian Onderdonck, Isaac Bayles, 

Amos Denton, James Townsend, 

Ephraim Marston, Zeb. Seaman, Jr., 

Noah Smith, Jr., George Townsend, 

Noah Smith, Sr., J. W. Seaman, 

Walter Smith, Gilbert Searing, 

Benjamin Everit, John Schenck, 

John Burroughs, Joseph Coles, 

Benjamin Field, Jr., Daniel Searing, 

Aaron Hendrickson, John Searing, 

William Ludlam, Sr., Jacob Searing, 

Daniel W. Kissam, John Sands, 

William Howard, Pepperel Bloodgood, 

Nicholas Smith, Jr., Walter Dalton, 



Christopher Rider, 
Isaac Hendrickson, 
Garret Murphy, 
Samuel Messenger, 
John Vanleau, 
William Creed, Jr., 
Samuel Seaman, 
Isaac Hendrickson, 
William Forbes, 
William Seaman, 
Christopher Robort, 
Jonas Fredricks, 
Cornelius Losee, 
Joseph Higby, 
Thomas Wiggins, 
Peter Onderdonck, 
Thomas Dodge, 
George Bennit, 
Albert Nostrant, 
John Mills, 
Benjamin Hinckman, 



Lieut. Charles Hicks, William Willis, 



B3njamin Akerly, 
Philip Valentino, 
Benjamin North, 
Benjamin Sands, 
Gabriel Smith, 
Richard Valentine, 
John Fish, 
George Brinckerhoff, 
Benjamin Moore, 
Zebulon Williams, 
Doctor Latham, 
Doctor Townsend, 
Richard Lawrence, 
Richard Betts, 
William Sackott, 
Edmund Penfold, 
Samuel Denton, 
Hope Roades, 
Samuel Lawrence, 
William Penfold, 



Thomas Lawrence, 
Nathaniel Tom, 
Daniel Everit, 
Robert Hinckman, 
John Thurston, 
Hope Roades, Jr., 
Augustin Betts, 
James Hinckman, 
Jonathan Roberts, 
Robert Denton, 
Samuel Higby, Jr., 
Jacob Wright, 
Uriah Rider, 



Nicholas Van Dyck, 
Peter Smith, 
Benjamin Birdsall, 
Joseph Bowne, 
Jacob Johnson, 
Andrew Oakley, 
Robert Coe, 
Abr'm Brinckerhoff, 
Robort Furman, 
Jonathan Thurston, 
Jonathan Wright, 
William Glean, 
Moses Higby, 



Gilbert Hi eke, 
Jacob Mott, 
John Eagles, 
Stephen Cornell, 
I. Hicks, 

David Lamberson, 
Adam Mott, 
John Burtis, 
Luke Remsen, 
Samuel Edsall, 
Isaac Roades, 
Jacob Valentine. 



Against Deputies- 
John Willett, Elias Allen, 
John Polhemus, Daniel Kissam, 
Nathaniel Mills, Ab. Townsend, 
Nicholas Lambertson, Elijah Smith, 
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Joseph Dunbar, 
Rem Remsen, Sr., 
John Smith, 
Joseph Goulder, 
Ob. Hinckman, 



Elijah Barton, 
Peter Jones, 
Gabriel G. Ludlow, 
James Langdon, 
Jacobus Nelsor, 



Johannes Williamson, Benjamin Carman, 



William Pettitt. 
Samuel Moore, 3d, 
Powel Ainberman, 
John Doty, 
Joshua Mills, 
Johannes Snedeker, 
Daniel Remsen, 
A, Boerum, 
Hendrick Emmons, 
Dow Ditmus, 
Luke Eldert, 
Benj. Haviland, 
Daniel Whitehead, 
Josoph Dunbar, Jr., 
John Lambertson, 
M. Lambertson, 
Simon Lambertson, 
Joseph Field, 
Luke Nostrant, 
Benj. Whitehead, 
John Williamson, 
Joseph Ludlam, 
Capt. John Hewlett, 
Cornelius Hogland, 
John Hewlett, Jr., 
Daniel Allen, 
William Sprag, 
Samuel Smith, 
Ezekiel Matthews, 



Michael Rodgers. 
Thos. Williams, Sr., 
Johannes Scott, 
Capt. Samuel Carman 
Johannes Cushen, 
Thomas Fetherhy, 
Daniel Pine, 
William Verity, 
Levi Cock, 
Joseph Birdsall, 
William Stiles, 
Henry Ludlam, 
Daniel Hall, 
David Peterson, 
Jonas Abrams, 
Flower Hulse, 
Elijah Sprag, 
Harry Colwell, 
Samuel Fosdick, 
William Gritman, 
Edmund Titus, 
Timothy Titus, 
Henry Waters, 
Tice Lane, 
Solomon Powel, 
Daniel Nostrant, 
Albert Van Nostrant, 
Joseph Pettitt, 
Barnt Van Wyck, 
TheodorusVan Wyck, John Monfort, 
Jacob Van Nostrant, Harman Hendrickson. 



Tunis Van Colt, 
Jacob Hieks, Jr., 
Amos Roades, 
Jonathan Smith, 
N. Smith, 
Robert Allen, 
Silas Hicks, 
Elijah Raincr, 
John Ellsworth, 
Benjamin Downen, 
Thomas Balden, 
Aaron Burtis, 
Joseph Rainer, 
Thomas Hutchens, 
John Duryee, 



Thomas Hallett, 
Michael Golder, 
Abraham Furman, 
Michael Flower, 
Tunis Covert, Jr., 
James Smith, 
Daniel Smith, 
Benjamin Cornell, 
Abr'm Furman, Jr., 
Joseph Rainer, 
Robert Jackson, 
John Cornell, 
Joel Rainer, 
Garret Golder, 
Benjamin Bedel, 



Stephen Hendrickson, Stephen Carman, 
Nathaniel Cooines, John Hughs, 



John Woekes, 
Henry Shaw, 
Ananias Southard, 
Jacob Peterson, 
John Fetherby, 
Honse Covert, 
John Rainer, 
William Golder, 
Peter Titus, Jr., 
William Fetherhy, 
Henry Raincr, 
Simmons Verity, 
Robort Sutton, 
Daniel Hewlett, 
Daniel Murray, 
Joseph Dodge, 
Thomas Seaman, 
John Townsend, 
Edward Sprag, 
Benjamin Pettitt, 
John Pettitt, 
Isaac Denton, 
Barent Snedeker, 
Daniel Thurston, 
Richard Smith, 
Samuel Langdon, 
Thomas Durlin, 
Michael Butler, 
Charles Hewlett, 
John Demott, 
John Hewlett, Esq., 
John Fitito, 
Joseph Weekes, 
Joseph Langdon, 



Amos Smith, 
James Smith, 
David Jackson, 
George Watts, 
C. Van Nostrant, 
Thomas Birdsall, 
Joseph Smith, 
Benjamin Waters, 
Henry Miller, 
Jno. Jackson, Jr., 
Pearse Pool, 
Zeb. Smith, 
Benajah Bedel, 
James Place, 
George Rapalje, 
Pearson Langdon, 
William Langdon, 
Peter Scott, 
John Holmes, 
Thos. Smith, Jr., 
Samuel Titus, 
John Allen, 
Barent Allen, 
Samuel Carman, Jr., 
Henry Ludlam, Jr., 
William Johnson, 
Nathan Skidmore, 
Harman Flower, 
John Flower, 
John Carman, 
William Ludlam, 
Silvanus Southard, 
Luke Cummins, 
Henry Jackson, 



T. Hendrickson, Jr., 
Solomon Powell, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Stephen Baldwin, 
Thomas Comes, 
Benjamin Rainer, 
Jacob Rainer, 
Ezekiel Rainer, 
Gabriel Doxe, 
Abr'm Mannoree, 
Peter Losec, 
Thomas Youngs, 
John Seaman, 
Daniel Youngs, 
Gilbert McCorow, 
Peter Underbill, 
Thoriras Fleet, 
Daniel Youngs, Jr., 
Charles Smalllng, 
Benj. Smith, 
Cornelius Hart, 
Cornelius Jackson, 
William Burtis, 
David Sammons, 
Richard Wiggins, 
R. Townsend, Jr., 
Richard Pine, 
Samuel Jackson, 
Benjamin Hewlett, 
W'illiam "Langdon, 
William Cornell, 
James Pine, 
Isaac Weekes, 
Cornell Smith, 
Jos. Smith, Jr., 
David Battine, 
Richard Titus, 
James Cornell, 
William Pearson, 
John Legross, 
, John Abrams, 
RichardSouthard, 
William Hewlett, 
Samuel Foster, 
Adam Pettitt, 
William Pettitt, 
Elijah Cornell! 
Michael Demott, 
John Mott, " 
Archibald Langdon, 
Peter Thomas, 
Thomas Southard, 
Aaron Van Nostrant, 
William Valentine, 
Simon Losee, 
Daniel Smith, 
James Birdsall, 
Samuel Birdsall, 
Oliver Birdsall, 
Isaac Smith, Jr., 
Joseph Pearsall, 
Joseph Bedel, 3d, 
Joseph Bedel, Sr., 
Aaron Van Nostrant, 
Abraham Nostrant, 
Israel Eldert, 
Solomon Doxe, 
Jonathan Gildersleve, 
Samuel Wood, 
Pelham Sands, 
Anthony Demott, 
John Fleet, 
Robert Valentine, 
Caleb Underbill, 
Richard Smith, 
James Smith, 
Peter Bond, 
Charles Cornell, 
Samuel Carman, 3d, 
Philip Parmer, 
John Waters, 
John Smith, 
Samuel Van Wyck, 
Samuel Abrams, 
Garret Nostrant, 
Benj. Hegeman, 
Joseph Havirand, 
Joseph Thorne, 
Israel Rodgers, 
Benajah Wiggins, 
Samuel Denton, 
Townsend ^Veekos, 
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Andrew Allen, 
Thomas Hicks, 
David Castiborne, 
Peter Welser, 
Hezekiah Pearsall, 
Solomon Seaman, 
Samuel Pettitt, 
John Hulse, 
Townsend Hewlett, 
Stephen Powell, 
Joseph Bezly, 
JohjjTownsend, 
Richard Townsend, 
Zebulon Seaman, 
William Velser, 
Jacob Bedel, 
Thomas Tredwell, 
William Smith, 
Joseph Smith, 
Joseph Smith, 
Jonathan Smith, Jr., 
Tunis Covert, 
Edward Cornel], 
Carman Rushmore, 
Samuel Seaman, 
Benjamin Lester, 
William Cornell, 3d, 
John Martin, 
Joseph Hewlett, 
Philip Woolly, 
Lawrence Hewlett, 
Benjamin Smith, 
David Ludlam, 
Israel Smith, 
Garret Nostrant, 
Increase Pettitt, 
James Eldert, 
Simeon Hacoxhurst, 
John Sands, Jr., 
John Peters, 
John Mcintosh, 
William Rushmore, 
Samuel Stringham, 
Samuel Smith, 
William Smith, 
enry Balden, 
Daniel Underhill, 
Thomas Cornell, 
Richard" Matthews, 
George Weekes, 
Robert^Cples, 
Cornelius Bogert, 
John Ifpwler, 
Elias^Sujith, 
William Covert, 
Benjamin Stivers, 
Gabriel Colt, 
Wat. Covert, 
Christian Snedeker, 
Michael Demott, 
Parnus Jackson, 
Rem Remsen, 
MichaeT "Pettitt, 
Elijah Wood, 
John Underbill, 
SenjvTredwell, Jr., 
Adrian Sehenck, 
Thomas Cock, 
Anthony Roades, 
Jacobus = Demott, 
Richard Brewer, 
Pen Weekes, 
James Hicks, 
Martin Van Nostrant, 
H. Hendrick sop, 
Elijah Smith, 
John Van Colt, 
Darnel Cock, 
Benjamin Fish, 
George Weekes, 
Richard Langdon, 
Samuel , Langdon, 
Samuel Pettitt, 
Amos Rainer, 
Luke Itaviiand, 
Tunis Covert, 3d, 
Philip Piatt, 
Richard Place, 
Gilbert Van Wyck, 
Benjamin Durlin, 
Nicholas Colt, Jr., 
Stephen Robbins, 
Samuel Green, 
Joseph Durlin, 
Samuel Doty, 
Jonathan Balden, 
Martin Riarson, 
Morris Simonspn, Jr., 
Abraham Simonson, 
Charles Simonson, 
Isaac Rainer, 
Charles Abrams, 
Charles Doughty, 
John No stran t. 
Fred. Nostrant, Jr., 
Isaac Denton, 
Thomas Durlin, 



Benjamin Burtis, 
John Hegeman, 
John Titus, 
Samuel Johnson, 
Amos Shaw, 
James Wood, 
John Linnington, 
Joseph Pettitt, Jr., 
David Demott, 
James Pine, 
John Van Nostrant, 
Adam Mott, 
Henry Abrams, 
Whitehead Field, 
George Riarson, 
Obadiah Smith, 
Daniel Brinkerhoff, 
Jacols Lamberson, 
Amos Powel, 
Thomas Wiggins, 
Jonathan Pratt, 
Richard Gildersleve, 
Benjamin Wiggins, 
Thomas Frost, 
Nathaniel Frost, 
Peter Bond, 
Thomas Woolly, 
Samuel Tredwell, 
Daniel Nostrant, 
Richard Hewlett, 
Joseph Totten, 
John Higby, 
William Golder, 
Isaac Amberman, 
Thos. Smith, Esq., 
D. Colden, Esq., 
Thos. HendricUson, 
John Talman, 
Casper Springsteen, 
Israel Sealy, 
Epenetus Piatt, 
Joseph Smith, 
Joseph Townsend, 
Daniel Hewlett, Jr., 
Ludlam Smith, 
Abraham Wanser, 
Jonathan Gorum, 
Thomas Jackson, 
John Hacoxhurst, 
John Coomes, 
George Duryee, 
Thomas Place, 
David Bedol, 
Jacobus, Lawrence, 
Whitehead Cornell, 
Timothy Clowes, 
Eliae Durlin, 3J, 
John Sehenck, 
Francis Davenport, 
Timothy Cornell, 
Nehemiah Sammons, 
John Kissam, 
John Remsen, 
Joshua BU'dsall, 
Tunis Covert, Jr., 
James Robbins, 
Obadiah Mills, 
Jacob Stringham, 
William Hewlett, 
Abr'm Lawrence, 
Felix Fowler, 
John Bennit, 
Pen Cock, 
Albert Hogland, 
Cornelius Bennit, 
Stephen Higby, 
Peter Nostrant, 
Robert Doughty, 
Jacob Hicks, 
Samuel Carman, 
John Cock, 
Jacob Dean, 
Hendrick Hagner, 
Richard Robbins, 
Richard Mott, 
George Doughty, 
Jabez Woodruff, 
John Troup, 
S. Clowes, Esq., 
Jacob Mott, 
Jacob Williams, 
Stephen Cock, 
Stephen Rapalje, 
Jacobus Riker, 
Cornelius Rapalje, 
Rulcf Duryee, 
Thomas Hewlett, 
John Golden, 
William Thurston, 
Silvanus Bedel, Esq., 
James Lewis, 
Abraham Van Wyck, 
John Marvin, 
Jacob Nostrant, 
Jonathan Smith, 
William Welling, 
Joseph Cadle, 



Philip Thome, 
Henry Pearson, 
John Watts, 
William Tillett, 
Isaac Smith, 
Obadiah Valentine, 
Harman Shaw, 
Israel Seaman, 
Townsend Jackson, 
James Verety, 
George Hewlett, Sr., 
Silvanus Bedel, 
Joseph Langdon, 
John Rushmore, 
Reuben Hall, 
Jacamiah Ilutchens, 
James Southard, 
Ambrose Seaman, 
Wm. Van Nostrant, 
Cornelius Miller, 
William Pigeon, 
William Cock, 
John Remsen, 
Jonas Valentine, 
Capt, Johannes Eldert, 
Samuel Davenport, 
Richard Tattersall, 
W. Cornell, ) sons of 
S.Cornell, £ Joseph, 
Jacamiah Valentine, 
Frederick Nostrant, 
James Burtis, Jr., 
Caleb Morrell, 
Doct. Chas. Arding, 
John Mott, 
Timothy Townsend, 
Adam Carman, 
Henry Woolly, 
Stephen Callus, 
William Buns, 
Joseph Abrams, 
Richard Roades, 
Nathaniel Woodruff, 
Samuel Carman, 3d, 
Luke Bergen, 
Stephen Clement, 
Benjamin Durlin, 
William Hall, 
Hope Mills, 
Joseph Hall, 
George Hewlett, 
A. Brinkerhoff, Jr., 
James Verety, Jr., 
Isaac Pettitt, 
John Oakley, 
After Burtis, 
George Roades, 
John Hall, 
John Thurston, 
John Sprag, 
John Simonson, 
James Balden, 
Thomas Seaman, 
George Balden, 
Elias Durlin, 
Silas Latten, 
Simeon Watts, 
Sam'l Mott Cornell, 
Stephen Smith, 
Jonathan Cornelius, 
John Morrel, 
Abraham Balden, 
William Miller, 
James Whaley, 
William Weyman, 
John Nostrant, 
Jacob Bedel, 
Joseph Hall, 
Abijah Bedel, 
Moses Cornelius, 
William Coomes, 
John Amberman, 
John Smith, 
Thomas Townsend, 
Archelaus Doxe, 
Lawrence Fish, 
James Burtis, 
John Haviland, 
John Burtis, 
Nicholas Townsend, 
Capt. Dow Van Dyne, 
Abraham Rapalje, 
Hewlett Townsend, 
Martin Rapalje, 
Hendrick Munseo, 
Doct. D. Lawrence, 
John Southard, 
James Denton, 
John Suydam, 
Leffert Leferts, 
Jno. Smith, son of 

Samuel, 
Michael Burns, 
Richard Mason, 
George Weekes, 
William Hogland, 
Edniund Weekes, 



Peter Riarson, 
Abraham Demott, 
Austin Hicks, 
Henry Abrams, 
John Hegeman, 
Stephen Hewlett, 
Tunis Bergen, 
Benj. Hewlett, Jr., 
Isaac Denton, Jr., 
Nathaniel Higby, 
John Townsend, Esq., 
Auris Remsen, 
Isaiah Doughty, 
Jacob Rinehart, 
Stephen Willis, 
Nicholas Ludlam, 
Joseph Bedel, 
William Tbatford, 
Joseph Oldfield, 
Daniel Hendrickson, 
Jeremiah Bedel, 
John Pearson, 
Henry Suydam, 
Richard Green, 
John Durlin, 
Thomas Clowes, 
Samuel Durlin, 
Stephen Hicks, 
Nicholas Sehenck, 
Cornelius Suydam, 
Joseph Kissatn, 
R. Hewlett, Esq., 
Timothy Roades, 
William Abrams, 
Benjamin Tredwell, 
Daniel Abrams, 
I. Amberman, Sr., 
James Waters, 
Samuel Mott, 
John Vanleaw, 
Garret Nostrant, 
Adam Seabury, 
Jacob Jackson, 
Thomas Jackson, 
Eldert Van Wyck, 
Benj. Durlin, Jr., 
John Toffy, 
Henry Wanser, 
Lewis Davenport, 
James Marr, 



John Foster, 
Daniel Durlin, 
Abraham Rcmson, 
Niith'l Townsend, 
John Moore, Jr., 
Thomas Cornell, 
John Moore, Sr., 
Thomas Willett, 
Uriah Piatt, 
EliaB Burtis, 
Jacob Bond, 
George Rapalje, 
Thomas Morrell, 
Samuel Moore, 
Richard Burgaw, 
Barnard us Bloom, 
Benjamin Kissam, 
Tunis BrinckerhofF, 
John Brewer, 
Aaron Van Nostrant, 
Jeromus Rapalje, 
Peter Burgaw, 
Nicholas Van Colt, 
Christopher Remsen, 
Garret Dorland, 
Nathaniel Moore, 
Garret Latting, 
Thomas Van Wyck, 
John Amberman, 
Thomas Stockford, 
Thomas Ludlam, 
Michael Weskes, 
Capt. Chas Hicks, 
Samuel Smith, 
John Stevens, 
John Mitchell, 
Gerardus Clowes, 
Doct. David Brooks, 
Thomas Kip, 
John Wackes, 
James Carpenter, 
Obadiah Lawrence, 
Richard McCorne, 
Derrick Bergen, 
Hugh Hoomes, 
Daniel Kerby, 
William Frost, 
John Snedeker, Jr., 
Christopher Remsen, 
Daniel Albertson, 



Jeromus Lnvster, 
William Velser, 
Daniel Velser, 
Isaac Lattin, 
John Rainer, 
Elbert Adriance, 
Timothy Flower, 
Cornelius Monfort, 
Jonathan Fish, 
Cornelius Riarson, 
Capt. John Woolly, 
William Monfort, 
Isaac Seaman, 
Jeremiah Robbins, 
Isaac Rapalje, 
Isaac Ditmus, 
Cornelius Rapaljo, 
William Williams, 
John Wiggins, 
Jonathan Rowlin, 
Peter Nostrant, 
Isaac Remsen, 
Jacob Adriance, 
Morris Lott, 
Archibald, Hamilton, 
John Doughty, 
Capt. Samuel Hallelt, 
Timothy Bjdel, 
Thomas Thome, 
John Slioals, 
George Brink erhofT, 
Adam Lawrence, 
V. H. Peters, Esq., 
Richard II illett, 
James Hillett, 
John Tredwell, 
Elbert Brinkerhoff, 
John Voornies, 
Jackson Mott, 
Jonathan Searing, 
James Turner, 
Capt. Richard Betts, 
Charles Willett, 
John Greenoak, 
John Stockes, 
Scamans Weekes, 
Joseph Willis, 
Joost Van Brunt, " 
Daniel Rapalje. 



This is to certify, that the foregoing is a copy of the poll 
list of the election, taken from the original, by me, 

Joseph Robinson, Inspector of the Poll. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read November 15, 1775.] 

Ticonderoga, November 7, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I have the honour to congratulate Congress 
on the reduction of Si. John's, and I do wish that such an 
interesting account should reach it as soon as possible. 
I only enclose copy of General Montgomery's letter, with 
copies of sundry papers he has sent me. His merit is 
much enhanced by the variety of difficulties he has had to 
surmount — a detail of which would be too long at this time. 
I therefore conclude with begging to repeat the necessity of 
a delegation to this quarter; General Montgomery having, 
as you will easily conceive, as much business on his hands 
as he can possibly do, and my health being so much im- 
paired, that even now I support, with difficulty, the fatigue 
incident to my office. 

I am, dear Sir, with the most respectful sentiments, your 
Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. I beg leave to mention the necessity of more cash, 
in specie, as well as in bills. 

Camp near St. John's, November 3, 1775. 

My Dear General : 1 have the pleasure to acquaint 
you the garrison surrendered last night. This morning 
we take possession ; to-morrow I hope the prisoners wifl 
set off. Enclosed you have the capitulation, which I hope 
will meet with your approbation and that of Congress. I 
have ventured to permit an officer or two to go to their 
families, which are in some distress, at Montreal, upon their 
parole ; they cannot do us any harm, and there would 
have been a degree of inhumanity in refusing them. When 
we had played on the fort some hours, from our battery of 
four twelve-pounders, on the northwest, and another of 
two twelve-pounders and two four-pounders on the east 
side, some prisoners arrived, who had been taken in an 
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action with Governour Carleton, at Longeuil. He made 
an attempt to land, with thirty-four boats full of men. War- 
ner's detachment, consisting of the Green Mountain Boys 
and Second Regiment of Yorkers, repulsed them with loss; 
took two Indians and two Canadians prisoners. We have 
buried three Indians, and it is supposed many in the boats 
must have been killed ; we had not a man even wounded. 
(This, I believe, is his last effort.) One of the above- 
mentioned prisoners I sent into the fort, to inform Major 
Preston of the circumstances of the action, that he might 
judge what prospect he could have of relief; it had the 
desired effect — the garrison having been on half-allowance 
for some time. I am making the necessary preparations 
to proceed immediately to Montreal, by way of La Prai- 
rie, as the enemy have armed vessels in the Sorel. 

Send every body you possibly can immediately down, 
as it is much to be apprehended many of the men on this 
service will insist on returning home when their times are 
expired. It will not be necessary to keep people with 
arms for the present at Ticonderoga. Several men of rank 
in Canada are among the prisoners. I have permitted them 
to remain at Crown Point, till the return of two gentlemen 
they sent to their friends for money, &c. ; they pleaded 
hard to return home, but they are too dangerous to let 
loose again. 

I have this moment received your letter of 27th Octo- 
ber. Not a word of Arnold yet. I have sent two expresses 
to him lately — one by an Indian, who promised to return 
with expedition. The instant I have any new 7 s of him, 1 
will acquaint you by express. Colonel Easton and Major 
Brown, with their Corps, and Mr. Livingston, with, I be- 
lieve, one thousand Canadians, are going towards the mouth 
of the Sorel, pushing Colonel Allan Maclean before them. 
Maclean had many Canadians, but they joined through 
fear of fire and sword ; you may easily judge how they 
wiirfight. 

I send you a list of stores, artillery, kc. ; and am, my 
dear Sir, with respect and esteem, your much obliged hum- 
ble servant. r> tit 

' Kichard Montgomery. 

To General Schuyler. 

P. S. Half-past six. Just received your favour of 31st 
October; a good deal of artillery stores, but we have not 
time to ascertain them. Neither Macpherson nor Rensse- 
laer have commissions. 

St. John's, November 1, 1775. 

Sir: I am credibly informed that the prisoner you per- 
mitted to pass here this evening is frequently subject to 
fits of insanity, and therefore cannot lay much stress on 
what he says. 

Equally anxious to prevent the further unnecessary effu- 
sion of blood, and zealous to maintain the honour of His 
Majesty's arms, I now inform you, that should no attempt 
be made to relieve this place within the space of four days, 
I will then offer to you my proposals relative to a surrcn- 



the honours of war, and I cannot ensure the officers their 
baggage. 

Should you wish to send an officer to Mr. Depane, who 
is on board the sloop, you have my permission. Captain 
Stewart carries an order for that purpose. Should you 
still be inclined to persist in a useless defence, you will 
immediately fire a cannon without shot, as a signal. 

1 am, Sir, your most obedient, 

tv at • r> j Richard Montgomery. 

io Major Preston. 

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION PROPOSED BY MAJOR CHARLES 
PRESTON FOR HIS MAJESTY'S FORTS AT ST. JOHN'S, IN 
THE PROVINCE OF CANADA. 

Article 1st. All acts of hostility shall cease on both 
sides, till the articles of capitulation shall be agreed upon 
and signed. 

Answer. Agreed. 

Article 2d. The garrison shall be allowed all the hon- 
ours of war, and suffered to proceed with their baggage 
and effects to the most convenient post in America ; from 
thence to embark for Great Britain, as soon as they shall 
be furnished with transports and provisions by his Excel- 
lency General Gage, or Commander-in-Chief of His Ma- 
jesty's Troops in America. 

Answer. The garrison shall march out with the hon- 
ours of war; this is due to their fortitude and perseverance. 
The non-commissioned officers and privates shall ground 
their arms on the plain south of the fort, and immediately 
embark on board such boats as shall be provided for that 
purpose. The officers shall keep their side arms, and their 
fire-arms shall be put up in a box, and delivered to them 
when those unhappy disputes are ended, if they do not 
choose to dispose of them before. The garrison must go 
to Connecticut Government, or such other Province as the 
honourable the Continental Congress shall direct; there to 
remain till our unhappy differences shall be compromised, 
or till they are exchanged. Our prisoners have been con- 
stantly treated with a brotherly affection; the effects of the 
garrison shall not be withheld from them. 

Article 3d. An officer or Quartermaster from each 
Corps shall be allowed to pass to Montreal, upon parole 
of honour; there to transact and settle the business of his 
respective Corps, and to bring up their baggage, clothing, 
and pay; for which purpose they shall be furnished with 
carts and batteaus. 

Answer. Agreed to in the fullest latitude. 

Article Ath. The Canadian gentlemen, inhabitants, 
and other persons residing in this Province, and now in 
St. John's, shall be permitted to return unmolested to their 
respective homes, with their arms and baggage, and remain 
secure in their property and effects. 

Answer. Answered in the second article ; the Cana- 
dian gentlemen and others being part of the garrison. 

Article 5th. The sick and wounded shall he taken 
proper care of, and permitted to join their respective Corps, 



der. The low state of my provisions, the destruction of or return to their respective homes, upon their recovery 



artillery stores, tools, inc., are points with which the de- 
serter was not well acquainted. In whatever way the fate 
of this garrison may be determined, I flatter myself it will 
never depend on the assembling of Canadians, who must 
have rendered themselves equally contemptible to both 
parties. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Charles Preston, 
Major 26th Reg't, comm'g at St. John's. 
To Brigadier-General Montgomery. 

November 1, 1775. 

Sir: The advanced season of the year will not admit of 
your proposal. I do assure you, upon the honour of a 
gentleman, that what the prisoner has informed you of is 
true, as far as has come to my knowledge; however, if it 
want further confirmation, Mr. Depave, of Montreal, who 
is also my prisoner, will, I believe, give you the same in- 
telligence. 

Having now acquitted my conscience, I must, to save 
time and prevent trouble, acquaint you, if you do not sur- 
render this day, it will be unnecessary to make any future 
proposals ; the garrison shall be prisoners of war, without 
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Answer. The sick and wounded shall be taken care of 
by their own Surgeons, and when recovered follow their 
respective Corps. 

Article 6th. As soon as the above articles shall be 
signed, Major Preston will deliver up the forts, with the 
ammunition, provisions, fk,c. 

Answer. To-morrow morning, at eight o'clock, the 
garrison will march out, having first collected their bag- 
gage and effects together in a convenient place for em- 
barkation, and leaving a guard for its protection ; the offi- 
cers must be upon honour, with respect to their baggage. 
Should any Canadian or other person effect his escape, 
his baggage shall be given as plunder to the troops. The 
Quartermaster-General, with proper Commissaries, will 
attend at eight o'clock, to receive the artillery, ammuni- 
tion, naval stores, fcc. 

The deserters from, the Continental Army shall not be 
included in the stipulation for the garrison. The com- 
manding officer to sign and deliver the articles of capitula- 
tion by sunset this evening. 

Charles Preston, 

Major 26th Reg't, comd'g at St. John's. 

St. John's, November 3, 1775. _. 
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RETURN OF BRASS AND IRON ORDNANCE AND MORTARS IN 
THE NORTH AND SOUTH FORTS AT ST. JOHN'S. 

Brass: Two 24-pounders, one 12-pounder, four 6- 
pounders, two 4-pounders, eight 3-pounders, two 8-inch 
howitzers. 

Iron : Six 9-pounders, one 8-pounder, eleven 6-pound- 
ers, one 5-pounder, one 4-pounder, two 3-pounders. 

Mortars : Three 5 1-2-inch, four 4 2-5-inch. 

M. James, Commissary of Art' y. 

St. John's, November 3, 1775. 

AN INVENTORY OF NAVAL STORES AT FORT ST. JOHN'S.' 

Two 9-inch cables, 120 fathoms each ; two 7-inch 
cables, 120 fathoms each; two 4£-inch hawsers; one coil 
3J-inch rope, 120 fathoms; two coils ratline ; sundries of 
lines and marline ; two anchors, weight 4 cwt. 25 lbs. ; 
two anchors, weight 3 cwt. 1 qr. 8 lbs. ; two anchors, 
weight 2 cwt. 3 qrs. ; one suit of sails for the Schooner 
Royal Savage; one square-sail for the row galley; two 
mariner's compasses ; three cases nails and spikes ; five 
kegs paint; eight gallons linseed oil; three hand-leads; 
brushes ; ten barrels pitch ; one barrel rosin ; one barrel 
tar ; new blocks for the sloop on the stocks ; three large 
iron kettles: two large iron pots; part of a cask of tal- 
low. 
Fort St. John's, November 3, 1775. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, November 7, 1775. 

My dear General: I had prepared an answer to your 
last, which 1 received three days ago; but as it was not 
copied, and having this moment received the agreeable 
intelligence of the reduction of St. John's, I would not 
withhold from your Excellency so interesting an account, 
for a letter which I may hereafter send. I only enclose 
copies of General Montgomery's letter, and of the papers 
that were enclosed in it. 

Mr, Montgomery's merit is the more, on account of the 
difficulties he has had to encounter. What these are, the 
answer to your Excellency's, above alluded to, will point 
out. 

1 beg leave to congratulate you on this happy event, 
which 1 hope will be followed by the reduction of all 
Canada, especially should Colonel Arnold get down to 
the St. Lawrence. 

Believe me, my dear General, that, with all those senti- 
ments which flow from unfeigned esteem, I am your Ex- 
cellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 

„ , „ 7 , . . Philip Schuyler. 

General Washington, 



treal with the Army, provided the Regiment remains 
here. 

1 am, Sir, with the greatest esteem, your very humble 

servant> John Brown, Major. 

Brigadier-General Montgomery. 



MAJOR BROWN TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Sore], November 7, 1775. 
Dear Sir; I have enclosed you a number of letters, 
which I took from the post at Berke, the last night, on 
his way from Montreal to Quebeck. I patrolled the north 
shore the whole of last night ; took young Paterson, a 
merchant from Montreal to Quebeck ; Mr. Woolsey, mer- 
chant, Quebeck ; James Cuthbert, Esquire, counsellor and 
seigneur, of Berke. The two first I discharged imme- 
diately, they appearing to be on private business. Mr. 
Cuthbert I brought this side, and, on examination, could 
not prove any thing material ; therefore, he is discharged 
on his parole, 

Mr. Paterson informs that the merchants at Montreal 
held a council yesterday ; after which, they waited on the 
Governour, and requested him to determine their fate. He 
answered, that he should quit the Town in a day or two, 
and they might take care of themselves. They instantly 
determined to apply to General Montgomery for protection, 
&c. You will find the Governour's departure foretold in 
the letters sent you. 1 should have tarried the other side 
the river, raised a large party, and covered your land- 
ing ; but, from the intelligence aforesaid, thought it not 
worth while. Took a good batteau the other side, Sic. 
The shipping: remain here as yet; we shall give them a 
few shot to-morrow morning, from a battery now erecting. 
We wait the General's pleasure for further orders. Slioujd 
be glad to have the honour of entering the City of Mon~ 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON, DATED 
Q.UEBECK, NOVEMBER 7, 1775. 

In my last I hinted to you the situation this country was 
in. Since that period things have grown worse, insomuch 
that the country is now invested in three different places. 
Our friends above will inevitably fall a sacrifice to a Rebel 
banditti, being unable to withstand such powerful oppo- 
nents ; while we in this place are making every prepara- 
tion for an obstinate defence, being resolved to hold out to 
the last. So soon as this vessel sails, which 1 imagine will 
be the last this year, every citizen will betake himself to 
arms, as all kinds of business will then in a great measure 
cease. For these three months past, the inhabitants have 
already been doing garrison duty, as militia, in which corps 
I have also the honour to serve, and this day mounted 
guard, which comes round every fourth day. 

We have at this time about forty pieces of cannon on 
our ramparts, and every avenue leading to the Town pro- 
perly repaired. The only thing we want is men, there 
being no Regulars in the garrison. However, what with 
sailors, British settlers, and French, (though the latter 
cannot be much depended upon,) we nearly muster two 
thousand five hundred. With this force we hope to hold 
out till we have a re -enforcement in the spring; but should 
that be late in arriving, I am afraid we shall be at last 
obliged to yield. Indeed, would you believe it, the French, 
whom the Government has done so much for, and relied 
upon, have taken up arms against us, several of whom are 
now prisoners amongst us, having been taken in a late en- 
gagement near the Town. As I shall have no opportunity 
of writing to Great Britain till perhaps June next, unless 
matters are settled at home, you will not be surprised at 
my silence. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN SULLIVAN. 

Orders for Brigadier-General Sullivan, given at Head- 
Quarters, November 7, 1775. 
You are to proceed immediately to Portsmouth, New- 
Hampshire, and complete the works already begun, to 
secure that and the other Towns at the entrance of Pis- 
cataqua River from any attacks by ships of war. For this 
purpose, you are to fix ships and fire-rafts in such places 
as you find most convenient to prevent the enemy from 
passing up the river. -As great calamity and distress are 
brought upon our sea-port Towns, through the malicious 
endeavours and false representations of many persons hold- 
ing commissions under the Crown, who, not content with 
bringing destruction upon some of our principal Towns, are 
yet using every art that malice can devise to reduce others 
to the same unhappy state, in hopes, by such diabolical 
and cruel conduct, to please an arbitrary and tyrannical 
Ministry, and to receive from them, in return, a continu- 
ance of such places and pensions as they now hold, at the 
expense of the blood and treasure of this distressed Conti- 
nent: You are therefore, immediately upon your arrival 
in that Province, to seize such persons as hold commissions 
under the Crown, and are acting as avowed and open ene- 
mies to their Country, and hold them as hostages for the 
security of those Towns which our Ministerial enemies 
threaten to invade. In case any attack should be made 
upon Portsmouth, or other sea-ports in that quarter, you 
are immediately to collect such force as can be raised, to 
repel the invasion, and at all hazards to prevent the enemy 
from landing and taking possession of any ports in that 
quarter. When you have completed the works at Ports- 
mouth, and secured the passage of the river there, you are 
to return without delay to the Army, unless you find that 
the enemy are about to make an immediate attack upon 
that or the neighbouring Towns. The above is rather to 
be considered as matter of advice, than orders; as I do not 
conceive myself authorized to involve the Continent in any 
expense, for the defence of Portsmouth or other place, out 
of the line of the great American defence, particular Co- 
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lonies being called upon by the Congress to prepare for 
their own internal security. 

Given under my hand, the day and year above. ' 

George Washington. 



JAMES SULLIVAN TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Falmouth, November 7, 1775. 

May it please your Honours : I not long ago took 

O CD 

leave to write to your Honours on the very alarming state 
of this part of the Colony ; and now again, presuming on 
your great candour, trouble you further, which I hope, as 
the publick good is my only inducement, however assuming 
it may be, will be pardoned. 

In my former letter I mentioned, that an army raised to 
delend us, at the publick expense, would defeat its very 
end. Since that time, being invited by the people of the 
County of Cumberland to assist in fortifying on Falmouth 
Neck, I find the ground here to be so advantageous, that, 
should the regular Army get possession of it with one 
thousand men, there would be no way to force their lines, 
and all the Province of Maine must fall a sacrifice, and be 
obliged to take arms against their brethren, as the inhabit- 
ants of Boston now are, or flee from their habitations to 
the Old Colony, for subsistence and protection — an alter- 
native cruel to our brethren, but infinitely more so to us. 
If the English troops should get footing here, beef, wood, 
&c, would be supplied to their Army, wherever on the 
Continent it may be encamped ; and from here would be a 
full supply of lumber to the West-Indies. These things, 
1 apprehend, are well worthy the attention of the guardians 
of this Colony in a special manner, as well as of those of 
the Continent. 

The militia of the County of Cumberland and the east- 
ern part of the County of York have been for several days, 
and now are, cheerfully, intrenching and fortifying, to pre- 
vent so great a calamity ; but as a fleet can, at any hour 
of the night, come into the harbour here, which is undoubt- 
edly, at all seasons of the year, the best in America, and 
suddenly land a parly on the hill which forms one bank of 
the harbour, and is much better formed for defence than 
Bunker-Hill, there must be a constant garrison, in order to 
hold the possession of it. And I apprehend that one thou- 
sand men, with a good organization of the militia, will be 
sufficient to keep possession of the Town, and hold the key 
of all this territory. 

This, 1 think, would be more eligible than the keeping 
an army of several thousand men here next summer, to 
watch the motions of an army encamped within lines by no 
means to be forced. There are a number of fine cannon 
here, but no powder worth consideration ; and I must beg 
leave to suggest, for the publick good, that the powder in 
several Towns behind the Continental Army might be 
ordered here immediately. There is no probability of its 
being needed there this winter; and as several vessels are 
now gone on (his errand, from this place, and advice being 
this day had, from the West-Indies, that powder is plenty 
there, it may be repaid before spring. 

The distress of this unhappy Town serves to unite the 
people in the most vigorous measures they are capable of; 
and many of those who addressed Governour Hutchinson 
are now the most zealous in their Country's cause. 

I would beg leave to suggest to your Honours the ex- 
pediency of having the sea-coast men in this County, and 
those in Wells, Arundel, Biddeford, and P epperellbo- 
rough, in the County of York, ordered here. These will 
make one good Regiment ; and as they must go on much 
fatigue, their wages may be raised to the establishment of 
the Army at Cambridge, and field-officers may be appoint- 
ed over them. These can serve until the last of Decem- 
ber, with such Regiment as may be ordered here from 
Cambridge, or raised by this Colony ; and by the expira- 
tion of that time it may be determined whether five hun- 
dred men, during the residue of the winter, will be suffi- 
cient. There must also be some person appointed as Com- 
missary and Quartermaster. 

In the above suggestions for garrisoning this place, I 
have no selfish views; for if the Ministerial Army should 
come here to ravage and destroy, it would be but little out 
of my way to find an asylum on the westward of Merri- 
mack River; but I tremble at the consequence of not 



holding this advantageous piece of ground. I would just 
mention, that the General Officer who commands this gar- 
rison, I imagine, ought to command the militia of the Pro- 
vince of Maine also. 

I am, with the greatest veneration, your Honours' most 

obliged and very humble servant, T c, 

° J James sullivan. 

To the Honourable Council of Massachusetts-Bay. 

May it please your Honours : The distressing cir- 
cumstances and dangerous situation of the County of Cum- 
berland, and the eastern part of the County of York, will, 
I hope, sufficiently apologize for my laying it before your 
Honours. 

The metropolis of this eastern part of the Colony is now 
in ashes, and the same fate seems pending over the whole 
territory. An armed vessel now lies near where Falmouth 
lately stood, demanding free egress and regress on the land, 
and the giving up all weapons of war, with apparent design 
of possessing themselves of that advantageous post, where 
they can securely lie, and by degrees subject and destroy 
the country round, and no leader appears, to whom the 
people pay the least regard. 

An army to defend us, at the publick expense, would, I 
fear, defeat its very end ; and no method can be suggested 
to save us, but the organization of the militia, Who, not- 
withstanding their recent and free choice of officers, are not 
under the least control. Nor do I conceive it possible to 
have a militia that may be depended on, while they have 
the election of their officers ; for such is the state of human 
nature, that people will not be obedient to power derived 
immediately from themselves ; and as all power is, or ought 
to be, derived from the people, it would always be well to 
have a certain depositum, where it shall be lodged by the 
people, and from whence it may be taken by their officers. 
Where it should be lodged in this Colony is obvious ; but 
however this may be, it is a melancholy and incontestable 
fact, that there can be no attack, to good purposes, made 
on disciplined troops, by our militia, in their present disor- 
dered situation. To this the battle of Lexington is a wit- 
ness. 

I therefore humbly move to your Honours, that as you 
regard our lives, and wish not our utter destruction, you 
would immediately commission our militia on the old, if 
there is no new establishment ; and would also beg leave 
to suggest the necessity and importance of appointing a 
General Officer in each quarter of the Province ; for, un- 
less this is done, there can be no head, and the forces will 
be a multitude, and not an army. 

I am, with the most profound veneration, your Honours' 

most humble and obedient servant, T c, 

' James sullivan. 

To the Honourable Council of Massachusetts-Bay. 



ADDRESS OF THE PRINCIPAL INHABITANTS OF THE BURGH 
OF FORTROSE. 

Address of the Magistrates, Town Council, and all the 
principal Inhabitants of the Burgh of Fortrose, presented to 
His Majesty by Colonel Hector Munro, their Representa- 
tive in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Magistrates, Town Council, 
and all the principal Inhabitants of the Burgh of For- 
trose, lawfully assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Animated with the most sincere and loyal affection to 
your Majesty's person and family, with the warmest zeal 
for the dignity of your crown and the constitutional legis- 
lative authority of the King and Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, and filled with a just sense of the many blessings we 
enjoy, in common with millions of our fellow-subjects, under 
your mild and auspicious Government, we, your Majesty's 
loyal and dutiful subjects, the Magistrates, Town Council, 
and Inhabitants of the Burgh of Fortrose, assembled, beg 
leave to approach the throne, and express our indignation 
at, and abhorrence of, the measures adopted by our unhap- 
py and deluded fellow-subjects in America, in direct oppo- 
sition to law and justice, and to every rational idea of colo- 
nization, especially in Colonies so long, so unweariedly, and 
so tenderly cherished by the Parent State, which with so 
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liberal a hand poured forth her blood and treasure, to rear 
them up to their present state of power and opulence. 

With still greater indignation, if possible, we behold this 
rebellious disposition, which so fatally obtains on the other 
side the AtJantick, fomented and cherished by a set of men 
in Great Britain, who, under the mask of patriotism, sow 
sedition and discord among their fellow-subjects, that, by 
involving every thing in confusion, they may accomplish 
their private views, by which they seem to be actuated. 

We heartily wish our untoward brethren, your Majes- 
ty's deluded children, may quickly return to their duty, 
without further bloodshed, and upon terms as mild and 
gentle as are consistent with the dignity of our King, and 
a just subordination and submission to the supreme Legis- 
lature of Great Britain. But if they shall persist in their 
unnatural and unprovoked rebellion, we hope your Majes- 
ty will direct such vigorous, speedy, and effectual measures 
to be pursued, as may bring them to a due sense of their 
errour; in which we are persuaded your Majesty will be 
cheerfully supported by all your faithful subjects of Great 
Britain and Ireland, however a few (and we trust they are 
but few) factious and turbulent spirits may have entered 
into an unnatural confederacy to encourage ingratitude, stub- 
bornness, and rebellion, among their fellow-subjects. 

May peace, harmony, and due subordination, every 
where prevail in your Majesty's extensive Dominions, to 
the last period of a long and happy reign ; and under the 
auspices of your royal progeny, copying the glorious pat- 
tern, may every constitutional blessing, hitherto inviolated 
by the best of Kings, be perpetuated to generations yet 
unborn. 

Signed in name and authority of the Magistrates, Town 

Council, and all the principal Inhabitants of the Burgh of 

Forlrose. u , T „ 

Hector Munro, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE CORPORATION OF BEWDLEY. 

Address of the Corporation of Bewdley, in the County 
of Worcester, presented to His Majesty by Charles Henry 
Lytielton, Esq., their Representative in Parliament, accom- 
panied by the Right Honourable Lord Lytielton, High 
Steward of the Corporation, and Charles Baldwyn, Esq., 
the Recorder. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Corporation of Bewdley, in the County of Worcester, in 
Commop Council assembled, most humbly beg leave, at 
this very important crisis, to approach your Majesty, with 
hearts full of zeal for the maintenance of those rights which 
are inseparably attached to your Majesiy's imperial crown, 
and abhorrence of those unconstitutional doctrines and prac- 
tices which have plunged so large a part of your Majesty's 
American subjects into open rebellion against the supreme 
legislative authority of your Majesty, in your High Court 
of Parliament. 

As Englishmen, we hold ourselves bound to concur with 
alacrity in such measures as, in the wisdom of your Ma- 
jesty and the Great Council of the Nation, shall be found 
necessary to assert and confirm the ancient unalienable 
power and jurisdiction of the three estates of this Realm, 
over every part of the British Dominions, in all cases what- 
soever ; and as men, whose welfare is more immediately 
dependant on trade, and who know the importance of the 
objects in dispute, we earnestly supplicate your Majesty to 
persevere in such courses as may most effectually subdue 
that treasonable and ungrateful spirit in the American Pro- 
vinces, which manifestly tends to throw off every restraint, 
commercial and political, which, as Colonies that owe their 
existence to the support and protection of this Country, 
jaw, reason, and justice, have subjected them to. 

Permit us, Sir, to conclude with our fervent prayers to 
Almighty God, that our deluded fellow-subjects may soon 
return to a just sense of their duty; and that your Majes- 
ty may long live and reign the father of a happy and un- 
divided people. 

Given under our common seal, at the Guildhall in 
Bewdley, this eighth day of November, 1775. 

James Prattinton, Bailiff. 
W. A. Roberts, Town Cleric. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF PLYMOUTH. 

Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Justices, Aldermen, 
Common Council, Freemen, and Inhabitants of the Borough 
of Plymouth, presented to His Majesty by the Right Hon- 
ourable Lord Barrington and Sir Charles Hardy, Knight, 
their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Justices, 

Aldermen, Common Council, Freemen, and Inhabitants 

of the Borough of Plymouth. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Recorder, Justices, Aldermen, Common Council, 
Freemen, and Inhabitants of the Borough of Plymouth, beg 
leave to assure your Majesty of our steady attachment to 
your person and family, in these times of publick commo- 
tion. We reflect with gratitude on the many blessings 
dispensed to us by your Majesty's goodness, and observe 
with the deepest concern the calamitous effects of that 
spirit of discontent which prevails among your subjects in 
America, and is increased to such a degree as to produce 
all the evils of a civil war in that quarter of your Domin- 
ions. Arduous questions of Government, of which we are 
incompetent to judge, we do not affect to decide ; we leave 
them to your Majesty, assisted by the Great Council of 
the Nation, in confidence that the powers vested in you by 
the laws of your Kingdom will ever be directed towards 
the attainment of the great end of their institution — the 
good of your people. And we persuade ourselves that, 
under the influence of measures concerted with wisdom and 
executed with firmness and moderation, the Colonists will 
be brought to a just sense of their duty, that good order 
will be re-established among them, and that peace and 
harmony will take place throughout the British Empire. 

Permit us further to assure you, Sir, that we contemplate 
with abhorrence every proposition that is inconsistent with 
the idea of your Majesty's perfect security on the throne 
of these Kingdoms, because we look up to your Majesty 
as the faithful guardian of those liberties which were re- 
covered by the Revolution, have been protected by your 
illustrious family, and which, we trust, will be preserved 
entire to us and our descendants. 



EARL OF DARTMOUTH TO MAJOR-GENERAL HOWE. 

Whitehall, November 8, 1775. 

Sir: Since my letter to you of the 22d of October, 
triplicate of which I enclose, the plan, the object, and the 
probable effect of the intended expedition to the Southern 
Provinces, have been maturely considered, and the Kino- 
has thought fit that the force should be augmented by an 
addition of the Twenty-Eighth and Forty-Sixth Regi- 
ments ; so that the whole will consist of seven Regiments. 

It has been found, upon examination, that Cape Fear 
River will not admit ships of a large draught of water, on 
account of its bar ; so large a body of troops, therefore, 
cannot receive from the fleet that is to accompany them 
that protection and assistance which is necessary in their 
disembarkation, and consequently there is much doubt 
whether the object of sending a force there can be accom- 
plished. 

As my letter to you, however, directs that the General 
Officer who is to have the command should repair to Cape 
Fear, the Regiments from hence will be directed to pro- 
ceed thither, and the Commander-in-Chief will be instruct- 
ed to confer with Governour Martin, and consider whether 
it will be practicable to effect any essential service in 
North- Carolina, with such a part of the Army as can be 
conveniently landed. 

Should that be the case, he will proceed with the rest 
of the troops, or otherwise with the whole of them, to 
South- Carolina, and after advising with the Governour 
upon the best means of executing the service he is sent 
upon, according to the instructions he will receive from 
me, he will either land the troops at Charlestown, or pro- 
ceed to Port-Royal harbour. 

The enclosed copies of my letters of yesterday's date, to 
Governour Martin and Lord William Campbell, will not 
only point out to you the orders I have given to them re- 
specting this expedition, but will also explain to you our 
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ideas of the possible advantage that is to be expected from 
it. I say of the possible advantage, because the effect of 
it is very precarious. 

If, however, it should succeed, according to the assu- 
rances that have been given us, in encouraging the friends 
of Government to stand forth in the defence of the Con- 
stitution, and in enabling them to wrest the sword out of 
the hands of the Rebeis, it will be a great point gained. 
But even if it should fail of that consequence, it can have 
no effect to weaken the operation to the northward, as there 
are many situations in the Southern Provinces where the 
Army may be posted with great security, and with every 
advantage of a healthy climate, until the season arrives for 
their joining the body of forces under your command — a 
junction that will be made with greater advantage, and at 
a much earlier period than it could be from England. 

I am, &c, Dartmouth. 



HANOVER COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a meeting appointed and held for Hanover County, 
at the Court-House, on Wednesday, the eighth day of No- 
vember, 1775 : 

This Committee being apprehensive that the enemies of 
America may be supplied with Provisions, by transporting 
the same by water: therefore it is hereby directed and 
ordered, that no person within their jurisdiction be allowed 
to carry any Grain, or other Provision, from landing to 
landing, without a permit from John Syme, William John- 
son, Benjamin Anderson, William Anderson, (son o( Nel- 
son,) and Baritelot Anderson, Gentlemen, or any two of 
them; and that the persons praying such permit do give 
bond and security, payable to the Committee of Safety 
for the time being, or their successors, in such sum as shall 
be adjudged necessary by the above gentlemen, to comply 
with such orders as they shall direct. 

Ordered, That a copy be transmitted to the printers, to 
be published. w _ Ben acrfc _ 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Cambridge, November 8, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I mean but to acknowledge the receipt of 
your obliging favour of the 22d ultimo ; for, as I expect 
this letter will be handed to you in Philadelphia, to recite 
the contents of my letter to the Congress would be little 
more than idle repetition. I should be very glad if the 
Congress would, without delay, appoint some mode by 
which an examination into the captures made by our arm- 
ed vessels may be had, as we are rather groping in the 
dark till this happens. 

I sincerely condole with you on the loss of our good old 

Speaker; and, with respectful compliments to the good 

family you are in, your brother, he, I remain, dear Sir, 

your most affectionate humble servant, 

rn r>- i j tr r George Washington. 

To Richard Henry Lee. 

P. S. Tell Doctor B. Shippen that I was in hopes 
that his business would have permitted him to come here 
Director of the Hospital. Advices from England would 
be very agreeable ; we have none here. G. W. 



MAJOR BROWN TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Sorel, November 8, 1775. 

Sir : This minute received your letter of yesterday, 
via Colonel Warner and Captain Grant. The row-galley 
has not, as yet, arrived ; should she arrive timely, we will 
attack Mr. Curleton in his retreat, you may be sure. This 
morning opened our battery on the shipping ; gave them 
at least twelve rounds. The snow was within two hundred 
yards of the battery, at the commencement of the fire; we 
plumped her through in many places, before she could tow 
off; she slipped her cable, and has made the best of her 
■way down the river, out of sight. The Negroes on hoard 
cried out, " O Lord ! O Lord !" fcc. She fired briskly 
on us, or rather on the Town, until she got off. We are 
entirely at leisure ; having swept land and sea. We wrote 
particularly to the General yesterday, &;c. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

John Brown, Major, per order. 
To General Montgomery. 



GENERAL GATES TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
Head-Quarters, November 8, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I send you, by order of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, Lemuel Cox, late of Boston, a 
supposed spy from the Ministerial Army. I send, also, 
such evidence as can be immediately produced against 
him ; others there are, at some distance in the country — 
I think at Marlborough — but Captain Forster will inform 
you. What you think proper to do with the prisoner 
should be done as soon as convenient. There is no doubt 
of his having been in and out of Boston twice, if not thrice, 
since the battle on Bunker's Hill. His distant removal 
from the camp will at least be absolutely necessary. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 

To the Hon. James Otis, Esq. 



JAMES OTIS TO CENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Council Chamber, November 8, 1775. 

Sir: Agreeable to your request, signified to the Board 
by your Excellency's Aid-de-Camp, Mr. Harrison, we 
have caused Mr. Smithwick to be apprehended, and here- 
with send him to wait your Excellency's order, under cus- 
tody of the Sergeant's guard who brought Mr. Cox here 
this morning. 

In the name and by order of the Council: 

James Otis, President. 
To His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, November 8, 1775. 

Sir: The immediate occasion of my giving the Con- 
gress the trouble of a letter at this time, is to inform them 
that in consequence of their order, signified in your letter 
of the 20th ult., I laid myself under a solemn tie of secrecy 
to Captain Macpherson, and proceeded to examine his plan, 
for the destruction of the fleet in the harbour of Boston, 
with all that care and attention which the importance of it 
deserved, and my judgment could lead to; but not being 
happy enough to coincide in opinion with that gentleman, 
and finding that his scheme would involve greater expense 
than (under my doubts of its success) I thought myself 
justified in giving in to, I prevailed upon him to communi- 
cate his plan to three gentlemen of the Artillery, in this 
Army, well acquainted in the knowledge and practice of 
gunnery. By them he has been convinced, that inasmuch 
as he set out upon wrong principles, the scheme would 
prove abortive. Unwilling, however, to relinquish his fa- 
vorite project of reducing the naval force of Great Bri- 
tain, he is very desirous of building a number of row-galleys 
for this purpose; but as the Congress alone are compe- 
tent to the adoption of this measure, I have advised him 
(although he offered to go on with the building of them., 
at his own expense, till the Congress should decide) to 
repair immediately to Philadelphia with his proposals, 
where, if they should be agreed to, or vessels of superior 
force (agreeable to the wishes of most others) should be 
resolved on, he may set instantly about them, with all the 
materials upon the spot. Here they are to collect. To 
him, therefore, I refer for further information on this head. 

A vessel, said to be from Philadelphia, and bound to 
Boston, with one hundred and twenty pipes of wine, (one 
hundred and eighteen of which are secured,) stranded at a 
place called Eastham, in a gale of wind on the 2d instant ; 
another, from Boston to Halifax, with dry goods, &c, 
amounting, per invoice, to about two hundred and forty 
Pounds, lawful money, got disabled in the same gale, near 
Beverly. These cargoes, with the papers, I have ordered 
to this place ; the vessels to be taken care of till further 
orders. I have also an account of the taking of a wood 
sloop, bound to Boston, and carried into Portsmouth, by 
one of our armed vessels; particulars not yet come to hand. 
And this instant, of two others, from Nova-Scotia to Boston, 
with hay, wood, live stock, &c, by another of our armed 
schooners ; these are in Plymouth. These accidents and 
captures point out the necessity of establishing proper 
courls, without loss of time, for the decision of property 
and the legality of seizures; otherwise 1 may be involved 
in inextricable difficulties. 
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jDur prisoners, by the reduction of Fort Chambly, (on 
whicJLhappy event 1 most sincerely congratulate the Con- 
gress,) being considerably augmented, and likely to be in- 
creased, I submit it to the wisdom of Congress, whether 
some convenient inland Towns, remote from the post roads, 
ou^ht not to be assigned them, the manner of their treat- 
ment, subsistence, &c, defined, and a commissary or agent 
appointed to see that justice is done both to them and the 
publick, proper accounts rendered, &tc. Without a mode 
of this sort is adopted, I fear there will be sad confusion 
hereafter, as there are great complaints at present. 

I reckoned without my host when I informed the Con- 
gress, in my last, that I should, in a day or two, be able 
to acquaint them of the disposition of the soldiery towards 
a new enlistment. I have been in consultation with the 
Generals of this Army ever since Thursday last, endea- 
vouring to establish new corps of officers, but find so many 
doubts and difficulties to reconcile, I cannot say when they 
are to end or what may be the consequences, as there ap- 
pears to be such an unwillingness in the officers of one 
Government mixing in the same Regiment with those of 
another; and, without it, many must be dismissed, who 
are willing to serve, notwithstanding we are deficient on 
the whole. I am to have another meeting to-day, upon this 
business, and shall inform you of the result. 

The Council of Officers are unanimously of opinion that 
ihe command of the Artillery should no longer continue in 
Colonel Gridley ; and knowing of no person better quali- 
fied to supply his place, or whose appointment will give 
more general satisfaction, I have taken the liberty of re- 
commending Henry Knox, Esq., to the consideration of the 
Congress, thinking it indispensably necessary, at the same 
time, that this Regiment should consist of two Lieutenant- 
Colonels, two Majors, and twelve Companies, agreeable to 
the plan and estimate handed in, which, differing from the 
last establishment, T should be glad to be instructed on. 

The Commissary-General, not being returned, will apolo- 
gize, I hope, for my silence respecting a requisition of the 
expense of his Clerks, Sic, which I was to have obtained, 
together with others, and forward. 

I have heard nothing of Colonel Arnold since the ]3th 
ult. His letter of and journal to that dale will convey 
all the information 1 am able to give of him. I think he 
must be in Quebeclc. If any mischance had happened to 
him, he would, as directed, have forwarded an express. 

No account yet of the armed vessels sent to St. Law- 
rence. I think they will meet with the stores inward or 
outward bound. 

Captain Symons, in the Cerberus, lately sent from Bos- 
ton to Falmouth, has published the enclosed declaration 
at that place, and it is suspected intends to make some 
kind of a lodgement there. I wrote immediately to Col- 
onel Phinney, of this Army, who went up there, upon the 
last alarm, to spirit up the people, and oppose it at all 
events. Falmouth is about one hundred and thirty miles 
from this camp. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 

P. S. I send a general return of the Troops, and mani- 
fests of the cargoes and vessels taken at Plymouth. 

Falmouth, November 3, 1775. 

Sir: We have received your polite favour of the 24th 
ultimo. It gives us inexpressible concern to find that it 
is out of your power to afford us any aid ; and we are the 
more concerned, on the arrival yesterday of the Ship Cer- 
berus, with a number of men, said to be about four hun- 
dred. Those, we expect, will in a few hours land and 
take possession of the Town. How soon they will pene- 
trate in the country, God only knows ; for what can a peo- 
ple do without arms and ammunition to defend themselves. 
The poor distressed people, drove from their habitations 
by the late cruel destruction of the Town, can scarcely 
find sufficient places for their accommodation ; and the 
country is so engaged in procuring provisions for them, that 
we find it difficult to raise the militia for our present de- 
fence. But we have only two half barrels of powder in 
stock, and we almost fear to make an opposition. 

We think it our duty to represent our situation to you, 



not doubting that if you can think of any measures to re- 
lieve us, consistent with the general interest, you will 
do it. 

We are in great want of some person, of a martial spirit, 
to conduct the few Tories we already have. 

We are, Sir, with great respect, your most obedient and 

very humble servant, „ ., 

J J1.NOCH Moody, 

Chairman of the Committee of Falmouth. 
P. S. Enclosed is a manifesto sent on shore by the Cap- 
tain of the Cerberus, who verbally demanded of two or 
three gentlemen, who went on board yesterday, twenty 
sheep, and to come on shore for wood and water unmo- 
lested. Also is enclosed Captain Mowat's letter. 

Falmouth, November 1, 1775. 

Captain John Symons, commander of His Majesty's Ship 
Cerberus, hereby causeth it to be signified and made known, 
to all persons whatever in the Town of Falmouth, as well 
as the country adjacent, that if, after this publick notice, 
any violences shall be offered to any of the officers of the 
Crown, or other peaceably disposed subjects of. His Ma- 
jesty; or if any bodies of men shall be raised and armed 
in the said Town and country adjacent, or any military 
works erected, otherwise than by order of His Majesty, or 
those acting under his authority; or if any attempts shall be 
made to seize or destroy any publick magazines of arms, am- 
munition, or other stores, it will be indispensably my duty 
to proceed with the most vigorous efforts against the said 
Town, as in open rebellion against the King. And if, after 
this signification, the Town shall persist in the rebellious 
acts aboveinentioned, they may depend on my proceeding 
accordingly. 

And I do hereby also make known, that if any officers 
of the Colonies, belonging to the Crown, or any of His 
Majesty's subjects whatever, who may be compelled, by 
the violences of the people, to seek an asylum, that they 
may repair on board His Majesty's Ship Cerberus, where 
they will receive every protection in,rny power. 

John Symons. 
God save the King. 

General Return of the Army of the United Colonies, 
commanded by His Excellency George Washington, 
Esq., General and Commander-in-Chief. 

The number of Regiments, 39; 4 Companies of Rifle- 
men from Virginia and Maryland ; 2 Companies in Col. 
Ilinman's Regiment ; and 4 Independent Companies. 

Total of Commissioned Officers present: 28 Colonels, 
32 Lieutenant-Colonels, 30 Majors, 290 Captains, 558 
Lieutenants, 65 Ensigns. 

Total of Staff Officers present: 21 Chaplains, 35 Ad- 
jutants, 35 Quartermasters, 31 Surgeons, and 36 Mates. 

Total of Non-Commissioned Officers present: 1,238 
Sergeants, 690 Drums and Fifes. 

Rank and File present: Fit for duty, 13,358; sick pre- 
sent, 1,378; sick absent, 784; on furlough, 875; on com- 
mand, 3,009. Toial of Rank and File, 19,404. 

Wanting to complete: 12 Sergeants, 47 Drums and 
Fifes, 1,686 Privates. 

Since last Return: 2 enlisted, 10 dead, 101 discharged, 
and 39 deserted. 

Horatio Gates, Adjutant- General. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 6, 1775. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 1, 177"). 
(Parole, Dorchester.) (Countersign, Epioni.J 

The General recommends it to those officers who have 
signified their inteniion to continue in the service of the 
United Colonies another campaign, not lo run themselves 
to any expense in procuring Coats and Waistcoats, until 
they are arranged into proper Corps, and the Uniforms of 
the liegiinent they belong to ascertained ; which will pro- 
bably be in a few days. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 3, 177.3. 
(Parole, Huntington.) (Countersign, Ipywieh.) 

William Briant, Alexander Ingham, Francis Woo- 
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bourn, and Joseph Rockwood, tried at a late General 
Court-Martial, for "stealing Rum out of the Commissary- 
General's stores." The Court are of opinion, that the 
prisoners Briant, Ingham, and Woobourn, are not guilty; 
but that the prisonei Rockwood alone is guilty of the crime 
laid to his charge, and do therefore sentence him to receive 
ten lashes, upon his bare back, at the head of the Regi- 
ment to which he belongs. The General approves the 
sentence, and orders it to be executed as soon as the 
weather will permit. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 5, 1775. 
vParole, Montgomery.) (Countersign, Chnmbhj.) 

Samuel Huntington and John Englis, soldiers in the 
Thirty-Fourth Regiment of Foot, tried at a late General 
Court-Martial, for "mutiny." The Court, upon mature 
consideration, are of opinion, that the evidence against the 
prisoners is not sufficient to convict them of mutiny , but that 
they are each of them guilty of assisting and encouraging 
mutiny; therefore adjudge that each of them pay a fine of 
fifteen Shillings, and suffer eacli of them fifteen days fatigue. 
The General approves the sentence, and orders it to be 
put in execution. 

As the Commander-in-Chief has been apprized of a de- 
sign formed for the observance of ttiat ridiculous and child- 
ish custom of burning the effigy of ihe Pope, he cannot 
help expressing his surprise that there should be officers 
and soldiers in this Army so void of common sense as not 
to see the impropriety of such a step at this juncture, at a 
time when we are soliciting, and have already obtained the 
friendship and alliance of the people of Canada, whom 
we ought to consider as brethren embarked in the same 
cause — the defence of the general liberty of America. At 
such a juncture, and in such circumstances, to be insulting 
their religion is so monstrous as not to be suffered or ex- 
cused ; indeed, instead of offering the most remote insult, 
it is our duty to address publick thanks to these our breth- 
ren, as to them we are so much indebted for every late 
happy success over the common enemy in Canada. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 6, 1775. 
(Parole, Arnold.) (Countersign, Qitebeck.) 

Robert Hanson Harrison, Esq., is appointed Aid-de- 
Camp to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief; and all 
orders, whether written or verbal, coming from the Gene- 
ral through Mr. Harrison, are to be punctually obeyed. 

Although the men confined by Lieutenant-Colonel Reed, 
of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment, were released, upon appli- 
cation to Head-Quarters, the General, so far from being 
displeased with Colonel Reed, for his endeavours to pre- 
vent an infringement of the General Orders, that he thanks 
the Colonel — as he shall every officer who pays strict obe- 
dience to orders; as, without so doing, it is in vain to think 
of preserving order and discipline in an Army. The dis- 
agreeableness of the weather, scarcity of wood, &ic, in- 
clined the General to overlook the offence committed at 
that time ; but he hopes and expects the officers and sol- 
diers will, for the fulure, carefully avoid wantonly cutting 
the trees and committing waste upon the property of those 
already but too much distressed by the depredations of the 
Army. 



opportunity of laying before them a scheme for the destruc- 
tion of the naval force of Great Britain. A letter and 
journal of Colonel Arnold's, to the 13th ultimo, are come 
to hand, a copy of which 1 enclose to the Congress, and 
by application to Mr. Thomson you can see it. I think he 
is in Quebeck. If I hear nothing more of him in five 
days, I shall be sure of it. 

I had like to have forgotten what sits heaviest upon my 
mind, the new arrangement of officers. Although we have 
now enough to constitute the new corps, it has employed 
the General Officers and myself ever since Thursday last, 
and we are nearly as we began. Connecticut wants no 
Massachusetts man in her corps ; Massachusetts thinks 
there is no necessity for a Rhode- Islander to be introduced 
into hers ; and New-Hampshire says, it is very hard that 
her valuable and experienced officers, who are willing to 
serve, should be discarded, because her own Regiments, 
under the new establishment, cannot provide for them. 
In short, after a few days' labour, I expect that numbers 
of officers, who have given in their names to serve, must 
be discarded from the Massachusetts corps, where the Re- 
giments have been numerous, and the number in them 
small, and that of Connecticut will be completed with a 
fresh recruit of officers from her own Government. This 
will be departing not only from principles of common 
justice, but from the letter of the resolve agreed on ar, 
this place; but, at present, I see no help for it. We are 
to have another meeting upon the matter this day, when 
something must be hit upon, as time is slipping off. My 
compliments to Mrs. Reed, and to all inquiring friends. 

I am, with sincerity and truth, dear Sir, your affection- 
ate humble servant, r , w „,„,, 

' George Washington. 

To Colonel Joseph Reed, Philadelphia. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, November 8, 1775. 

Sir : I wrote you the 6th inst., to which you will please 
to be referred. Your favour of the same date to his Ex- 
cellency is come to hand. It is his pleasure that you sell 
the different articles found on board the two prizes, and 
transmit a copy of the sales to Head-Quarters when finished. 
The schooner and the sloop must be carefully laid up until 
further orders. 1 hope we shall soon hear of Captain 
Manly' s being successful, and that Captain Coit is again 
at sea, to pursue his good fortune, which I sincerely wish 
him a continuance of. The men, ammunition, &c, for 
the Washington will set out this day. I recommend all 
possible despatch to Captain Martindale: and assure you I 
am, Sir, yours, &c, g _ MoYLAN 

To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, November 8, 1775. 

Dear Sir: The shipwreck of a vessel, said to be from 
Philadelphia to Boston, near Plymouth, with one hundred 
and twenty pipes of wine, of which one hundred and 
eighteen are saved ; of another, from Boston to Halifax, 
near Beverly, with about two hundred and forty pounds 
worth of dry goods ; the taking of a wood vessel bound 
to Boston, by Captain Adams; and the sudden departure 
of Mr. Randolph, occasioned by the death of his uncle, 
are all the occurrences worth noticing, which have hap- 
pened since your departure. I have ordered the wine and 
goods to this place for sale, as also the papers. The lat- 
ter may unfold secrets that may not be pleasing to some 
of your townsmen, and which, so soon as known, will be 
communicated. I have convinced Captain Macpherson, 
as he says, of the propriety of returning to the Congress. 
He sets out this day, and 1 am happy in his having an 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO JOHN BROWN. 

Cambridge, November 8, 1775. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency Gen- 
eral Washington to acknowledge the receipt of your favour 
of the 3d instant. As the powder you mention to have 
imported is disposed of, I have nothing to say thereon. 
Colonel Gridley has orders from the General to procure 
what cannon will be necessary for the use of the camp, 
which I dare say is all engaged. Should more be here- 
after required, provided the owners of the Hope furnace 
can make them as good and on as reasonable terms as 
they can be elsewhere procured, his Excellency will give 
you notice thereof. 

I am, with great respect, Sir, your most humble servant, 
S. Moylan, Secretary p. t. 

To John Brown, Esq., Providence. 

STEPHEN MOYLAN TO CAPTAIN E. BOWEN, JCN. 

Cambridge, November 8, 1775. 

Sik: His Excellency wrote you a few lines yesterday, 
informing you he could not send the sheathing nails. He 
has ordered me to acknowledge the receipt of your favour 
of the 6th instant", giving an account of two prizes being 
carried into your harbour by Captain Coit. Instructions 
relative to them are sent to the agent, William Watson, 
Esq. I hope Captain Coit will not be detained long by 
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the badness of bis masts. The time is very short for ex- 
pecting more prizes, the season being so far advanced. 
This is one reason for his Excellency's determination not 
to fit out more cruisers for the present. 

Captain Mardndale's men, &c, will, I hope, set out this 
day. It is unnecessary to repeat how anxious his Excel- 
lency is to hear of his being at sea. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

S. Moylan, Secretary p. t. 

To Captain E. Bowcn, Jun., Plymouth, 

WILLIAM BARTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, November 8, 1775. 

Sir : I have the pleasure of informing your Excellen- 
cy, that this morning, Sergeant Doak, belonging to Cap- 
tain Selman, brought in here a sloop and her cargo, con- 
sisting of three hundred and seventy quintals of dry fish, 
seventy barrels of mackerel, three barrels ol train oil, one 
barrel of salmon, by the best accounts I can collect from 
the people on board. I can find nothing to ascertain the 
cargo she has by any papers delivered me, the whole of 
which I send to your Excellency. Sergeant Doak, who 
will deliver this, can better inform your Excellency than I 
possibly can. 

I shall wait your Excellency's further orders with regard 
to her; and am your Excellency's most obedient bumble 
servant, w r> 

' \\ ILLIAM IS: 



>A11TLETT. 



To General Washington. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
STIRLING. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Justices of the Peace, Cler- 
gy, and Freeholders of the County of Stirling, presented 
to His Majesty by the Right Honourable Sir Lawrence 
Hundas, Baronet. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Justices of the 
Peace, Clergy, and Freeholders, of the County of 
Stirling. 

We, your Majesty's faithful subjects, the Gentlemen, 
Justices of the Peace, Clergy, and Freeholders of the 
County aforesaid, impressed with the deepest sense of the 
happiness we enjoy under the reign of a Prince so mild 
and beneficent, beg leave to approach your throne, with 
assurances of our warmest gratitude and most faithful alle- 
giance. 

We have seen, with equal concern and surprise, many 
of your Majesty's Colonies, who derive their origin from 
Britain, and owe their protection to her arms, influenced 
and misled by men of turbulent dispositions and democra- 
tick principles, oppose, by sedition and tumult, every con- 
stitutional act of Government, till at length, throwing aside 
even the appearance of obedience to the legislative autho- 
rity of Great Britain, they have openly in the field display- 
ed the ensigns and unsheathed the sword of rebellion. 

We trust in your Majesty's steadiness and wisdom for 
such an exertion of the power of your Kingdoms as shall 
effectually enforce submission and obedience from the most 
refractory ; and that no terms of accommodation will be 
listened to, till, abandoning every idea of resistance, they 
acknowledge the supreme authority of the Mother Coun- 
try, in terms the most explicit, and in a manner the most 
unreserved. 

When so desirable a period to the contest shall arrive, 
we rely, with perfect confidence, on your Majesty's cle- 
mency, for giving to that deluded people as favourable and 
indulgent terms as your Majesty in your wisdom shall see 
consistent with the nature of their future dependance on 
the British Nation. 

We cannot but express our astonishment that there 
should be found any of our fellow-subjects so infatuated 
by prejudice, or so insensible to the blessings of regular 
Government, as to countenance, in the smallest degree, 
this unprovoked and daring rebellion. We confide in your 
Majesty's vigilance for directing such an inquiry into the 
correspondence from these Kingdoms with the disaffected 
in America, as shall effectually disconcert and annihilate 
a practice so unnatural and dangerous. 



For our parts, we shall esteem it our highest honour, as 
it is unquestionably our duty, to hazard our lives and for- 
tunes in the support of the dignity of your Majesty'3 
crown, and the undoubted rights of the Nation ; and shall 
embrace with ardour every occasion to testify our affection 
to your Majesty's person, and attachment to your family. 

Signed in the presence and by appointment of the 
meeting, by James Bruce, of Kinaird, Praises. 

James Bruce. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO THE PENNSYLVANIA DELEGATES IN CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Thursday, November 9, 1775, A. M. 

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a 
draught of Instructions for the Delegates of this Province 
in Congress, reported an Essay for that purpose, which, 
being read and considered, was agreed to by the House, 
and is as follows, viz: 

"Gentlemen: The trust reposed in you is of such a 
nature, and the modes of executing it may be so diversi- 
fied in the course of your deliberations, that it is scarcely 
possible to give you particular instructions respecting it. 

" We therefore, in general, direct, that you, or any four 
of you, meet in Congress the Delegates of the several 
Colonies now assembled in this City, and any such Dele- 
gates as may meet in Congress next year ; that you con- 
sult together on the present critical and alarming state of 
publick affairs; that you exert your utmost endeavours to 
agree upon and recommend such measures as you shall 
judge to afford the best prospect of obtaining redress of 
American grievances, and restoring that union and har- 
mony between Great Britain and the Colonies so essen- 
tial to the welfare and happiness of both Countries. Though 
the oppressive measures of the British Parliament and 
Administration have compelled us to resist their violence 
by force of arms, yet we strictly enjoin you, that you, in 
behalf of this Colony, dissent from, and utterly reject, any 
propositions, should such be made, that may cause or lead 
to a separation from our Mother Country, or a change of 
the form of this Government. 

" You are directed to make report of your proceedings to 

Signed by order of the House: 

John Morton, Speaker. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

I address you by the above title for the want of another ; 
because the line of business you now move in differs as 
much from the business of an Assembly, acting by virtue 
of what you call the present Constitution, as if you pro- 
fessedly renounced the name. 

But be your title what it may, I cannot help expressing 
my surprise at seeing, in your votes of the 9th instant, an 
Essay for instructing the Delegates of this Province re- 
specting their conduct in the Continental Congress, and the 
said Instructions couched in terms amounting to a command. 
When I voted at the last election for a Representative in 
the House in which you now sit, I never meant to invest 
any of you with such a power, and I protest against your 
assuming it. The Delegates in Congress are not the Dele- 
gates of the Assembly, but of the people, of the body at 
large. For convenience sake only, we at present consent 
to your nominating thern ; but we may as well be without 
Delegates, if they must act solely under your influence, and 
thus circumstanced they can only sit there as ciphers. 

The Constitution of England, decayed and complicated 
as it is, never suffers one House to instruct the other ; 
neither doth it permit a person to sit in both Houses. In- 
struction is as sacredly the right of the people as election. 
It was your duty to give them all possible information, but 
nothing further ; because, respecting that body of men, you 
are but as individuals. 

As I hope never to see the day when the Continent 
shall be without a Congress, so 1 hope in proper season 
to see a Congress chosen by the people, which may as 
easily be done as the choosing an Assembly ; by which 
means not only every Colony, but every part of it, will be 
represented. 

As an individual, I have no right to instruct ; wherefore, 
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I can only convey to them my wishes, which are, that the 
moment they enter the threshold of the Congress, that 
they lay aside all private interest and connection, and con- 
sider themselves not acting Provincial!}', but Continentally ; 
that as men they will disregard all undue influence, and 
as lathers that they will think for posterity ; and with these 
wishes, I leave them to God and their own consciences. 

A Lover of Order. 

Philadelphia, November 22, 1775. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Permit me, my dear countrymen, to engage your atten- 
tion for a moment, upon a subject of the last importance. I 
mean only to trouble you with a very few observations 
upon a publication in the Pennsylvania Journal of this 
week, which, under the plausible signature of A Lover of 
Order, is endeavouring to introduce into your Country a 
system of Government that will involve you in all the evils 
your enemies can wish to come upon you. I shall not 
hesitate to say, that the author of this essay is much more 
offended with the substance, of. the Instructions given by 
our Assembly to the Pennsylvania Delegates, than with 
the measure itself. Had they prescribed a conduct directly 
opposite to what is so properly pointed out in them, no 
man can doubt but this Lover of Order would have sub- 
mitted quietly to the breach of it, which he censures, and 
would gladly have seen that assumption of power which he 
now so boldly protests against ; because, not used accord- 
ing to his destructive wishes, or to speak in the plain lan- 
guage which the times demand, I think it requires but 
little penetration to pronounce, that he has conceived the 
pernicious hope of seeing Great Britain and America in 
a state of separation. He cannot call this an unfair con- 
struction of his conduct, when he recollects, that of all the 
deviations from our Constitution into which the House has 
been driven by the unhappiness of our situation, that only 
is marked with his disapprobation, which interferes with 
the independent scheme. It will be needless to mention 
the many instances of this kind that have passed unno- 
ticed by him since the commencement of our unhappy 
contest. Ill informed as he appears to be, they cannot 
have escaped him. 

He acknowledges that, for the sake of convenience, he 
would consent that the Assembly should appoint the Dele- 
gates ; sorely then the same convenience would induce him 
to consent that they should instruct them, as it would be 
much more difficult for the people at large, in this exten- 
sive Province, to agree upon a set of rules for the govern- 
ment of their members in Congress, than to fix upon men 
who are equal to the execution of those directions. If in 
the latter case the difficulty is found too great to contend 
with, in the former it must be considerably increased, not 
to say quite insurmountable. But if the people think it 
proper to invest the House with the power of appointing 
members for the Congress, they ought also to suffer the 
same body to instruct them ; because the English Consti- 
tution does, and reason always would permit instructions 
to be given to persons intrusted with any commission by 
those who appointed them to execute it. If our Assem- 
bly have not a right to instruct, they have not a right to 
appoint the Delegates; and, consequently, Pennsylvania 
has never joined her sister Colonies in any part of the 
present opposition, never having sent her Representatives 
to the Congress. 

But this doctrine, your love of liberty and your under- 
standings will forbid you to allow. 

Another objection made to the Instructions is, that they 
are too positive, and couched in terms amounting to a 
command, which he would have you believe renders the 
design of appointing Delegates abortive, and makes them 
sit as mereCiphers among their brethren. In this place 
the intention of a Congress seems to ]pe entirely forgot. If 
I remember rightly, it was instituted by all the Provinces, 
professedly, to obtain a redress of grievances, and to agree 
upon some plan of opposition to the tyranny with which 
Great Britain unhappily thought of distressing us. The 
exercise of this duty is left open as wide as ever, nay, it is 
enforced in. the strongest terms. They are only forbid to 
accede to any proposition which may cause or lead to a 
separation " from our Mother Country, or a change of the 



form of Government. For the truth of this construction, 
I appeal to your judgment upon the words of the draught. 

The dangerous arts of men of this cast are clearly shown 
in the attempts he makes to mislead your understandings, 
and to turn your just prepossessions in favour of our ex- 
cellent form of Government into the means of overthrow, 
ing it. The Constitution of England, says he, decayed 
and complicated as it is, never suffers one House to instruct 
the other ; neither doth it permit a person to sit in both 
Houses. The observation is true in both parts, and we shall 
no longer be freemen when it ceases to be so. But how 
or when can he mean to apply it. The cases are totally 
different, for two substantial reasons. In the first place, no 
other body can be found in the British Dominions which 
answers the description of the American Congress ; because 
no part of them is in a situation to require the existence 
of such a body, except the Colonies. And, in the second 
place, neither the Congress, nor Pennsylvania House of 
Assembly, are formed upon the plan of the British House 
of Lords, where the members either inherit their seats, or 
are called into them by the King's writs. The Lords and 
Commons of Great Britain are different bodies, with se- 
parate interests, in many respects, but so connected that 
one cannot act without the other, being designed as a 
check upon each other; but the interest of every Ameri- 
can House of Assembly is entirely involved in that of the 
Congress, and though every reasonable man would wish 
them to agree in their resolutions, yet it is not absolutely 
necessary, as we see in the fatal instance of New- York. 
This remark, when submitted to the judgments of men 
who have not had an opportunity of making themselves 
acquainted with the nature of the bodies which are com- 
pared in it, may seem to imply what the author would 
infer from it, viz : that our Constitution will not admit an 
Assembly to instruct its members of the Congress ; but I 
hope the falsity of the inference will be easily seen through, 
when the cases are properly considered. 

At the present juncture, when a petition from a few of 
the Friends has, to the eye of the world, given the false 
appearance of a disunion in our Province, we must esteem 
it a particular happiness, that we have a House of Assem- 
bly, which, from our Constitution, cannot be dissolved, and 
which coincides with the Congress in the opposition to an 
arbitrary Court. The resolves of a set of men, elected 
as they are, will ever be considered as conveying the true 
sentiments of the people they represent, notwithstanding 
the feigned language of non-resisting petitions, or the cla- 
mours of discontented Republicans. 

It may be thought by many, that the little publication 
which I have ventured to comment upon could have no 
very dangerous tendency ; but when I see that, inconsi- 
derable as they really are, such pieces constantly attract 
the notice of Government, and have been made use of by 
a neighbouring Governour to support the false charge of 
independent designs in the people, I am induced to take 
more notice of them than they really deserve. 

Our Representatives, my dear countrymen, have set us 
a noble example, in this respect at least; let us, therefore, 
join with them in endeavouring to convince our Sovereign 
and the world, that the accusation of our aiming at a se- 
paration from Great Britain is as false as our opposition 
to despotism has been true and spirited. 

A Pennsylvania Associator, 

Philadelphia, November 25, 1775. 
TO THE PRINTERS OF THE PENNSYLVANIA JOURNAL. 

Gentlemen : I observed in the Pennsylvania Ledger 
of Saturday last, a piece signed A Pennsylvania Asso- 
ciator, condemning the Lover of Order for protesting 
against the Instructions given our Delegates by the House 
of Assembly. I think he guessed right, when he said that 
the Instructions were more disagreeable to the Lover of 
Order than the Assembly's exercising a power which was 
never delegated to them. And I think the Associatgr 
has fallen into a similar errour ; for he seems more offended 
with the Lover of Order's latent inclination to indepen- 
dency, than with any other thing in his performance. The 
honourable House, as well as the Associator, seem despe- 
rately afraid of independency. I would not condemn such 
fears ; but, on a serious review of the conduct of Great 
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Britain on this occasion, and an honest attention to her 
present measures, I see no way to avoid it but the follow- 
ing, which I humbly beg leave to lay before him and their 
Honours. 

It is to me plain, after the many opportunities put into 
the hands of Administration of settling matters to mutual 
satisfaction, all which they have rejected with contempt, 
that they never design any union but on the terms of our 
absolute submission. Any one who likes these terms, I 
advise him to sell his estate here, settle his affairs as soon 
as possible, and remove to Nova-Scotia; there he may 
submit without trouble. If he likes them not, he has two 
ways of avoiding it : the one is, to sell his estate and re- 
move to Great Britain; or, which may be a more honour- 
able way, to go as a volunteer in the Continental Army, 
and offer his service on every perilous occasion, and then 
he may have the honour of dying in the glorious cause of 
liberty, and not be obliged to live independent. I see no 
other means of avoiding it at present; for as every mea- 
sure we have entered into has been forced on us by the 
conduct of Administration, and as this Administration seems 
resolute and determined, I think we shall have to fight it 
out ; and as the Associator seems to be a friend to his 
Country, I am persuaded he believes we shall come off 
conquerors. For my own part, I have never entertained 
a doubt of it. And 1 do not imagine any one would give 
his voice for a submission to Great Britain, or a depend- 
ence On her, after we have disabled her so far as to render 
her incapable of carrying on a war against us. She will 
then be neither. able to protect us nor herself; and it would 
be a blameable degree of generosity to submit to her in 
such circumstances. I am for independency, till she offers 
\is better terms than slavery or grape-shot. We have no 
better as yet ; nor are we likely to have, until it is out of 
her power to prevent us from having what we please. 

However, I am glad to see such a Christian disposition 
in our legislators, that they will love their enemies with an 
unconquerable affection ; and that, though Great Britain 
is doing us every mischief in her power, we pant after her 
friendship with an unceasing solicitude. She cuts off our 
right hand, and we attempt, with the fondness of a doating 
mistress, to lay hold on her with our left ; and no doubt, 
when that is cut off, we will then try to lay hold on her 
with our teeth ; and when she has cut off our heads, we 
will then die martyrs to this our Christian temper. Surely 
we are very good Christians, and deserve better usage. 

Philadelphia, November 9, 1775. INDEPENDENT WHIG. 



TO THEMEMBEB.S SITTING IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

In my former address to you, in this paper of the 22d 
instant, signed A Lover of Order, I protested against your 
right of instructing the Delegates of this Province, as being 
an authority you are not invested with, and which you can- 
not possess but by a grant from the people. 

Some short-sighted writer, under the feigned signature 
of A Pennsylvania Associator, has endeavoured to justify 
the Instructions, by showing the excellence of them. To 
which I reply, so much the more dangerous ; because he 
who doth a right thing, not having a right to do so, may 
hereafter do a wrong one under sanction of the prece- 
dent. 

In the same address I likewise modestly reminded you 
that your power of appointing of Delegates is at present 
accepted by us on the score of present convenience only, 
and for that reason ought to be used by you with the great- 
est delicacy. The patriots on the other side the water 
have been, for years endeavouring to exclude placemen 
from the House of Commons. Pity but you, gentlemen, 
had taken the hint. Two of our present Delegates have 
places ; ami though I respect their characters as private 
gentlemen, yet we need not be told, in this age of sad ex- 
perience, that interest steals insensibly upon man, and limits 
the progress of his virtue. 

Having thus sufficiently protested against the legality of 
the Instructions, I now proceed to examine them : first, as 
a composition ; secondly, as to their tendency. 

As a composition, they are mystical, contradictory, and 
absurd. The preamble and the conclusion are in opposi- 
tion. The head disowns the tail, the tail the head, and 



the body belongs to neither. A mass without order; hav- 
ing neither the precision of the lawyer nor the arrangement 
of the logician, and which sufficiently convinces me that 
cunning can never acquire the rectitude of wisdom. 

The preamble sets forth that " the trust " is great and 
difficult ; yet the conclusion shows that the trust is neither 
great nor difficult, being little more than the trust of exe- 
cuting a command or delivering a message. 

It likewise acknowledges that, from the complexity of 
affairs, it is " scarcely possible to give particular instruc- 
tions," yet surmounts the difficulty at once, by giving posi- 
tive ones. Perhaps some scribbling advocate will inform 
mankind that the phrase " particular instructions " more 
elegantly means the this, that, and t'other, as to terms of 
accommodation ; to which I answer, that, from the present 
face of things, it is not only " scarcely possible," but totally 
impossible, to give any this, that, or t'other, on that head. 

The preamble likewise implies, if it "implies any thing, 
that in the course of their (the Delegates) deliberation with 
their colleagues in Congress, that a variety of new and at 
present unseen and even unimagined matters may hereafter 
arise ; wherefore it follows, as a natural inference from ihe 
premises laid down, that all judgment on future "circum- 
stances ought to be suspended till the circumstances hap- 
pen ; for if present judgment on present things is " scarcely 
possible," pre-judgment is consummate folly. 

The following extracts from the Instructions, notwith- 
standing their absolute and positive air, are nevertheless 
dark and equivocal, and neither mean what they express, 
nor express what they mean : 

" We strictly enjoin you, that you, In behalf of this 
Colony, dissent from and utterly reject any proposition, 
should such be made, that may cause or lead to a separa- 
tion from our Mother Country." 

Our Mother Country ! This part is so happily unmean- 
ing, that you may turn it which way you please. One 
man thinks that arms will " lead to a separation ■" where- 
fore, in obedience to his instructions, he gives his negative 
on defensive means. Another thinks that petitioning will 
" lead to a separation ;" because, not meeting with a decent 
reception, the animosity becomes increased ; wherefore, he 
puts his negative on that measure. Another thinks that 
nothing will reconcile us like fighting it out; wherefore, he 
is for spirit and resolution. Another thinks that nothinw 
will "lead to a separation of our animosities," like sepa- 
rating the dependance ; wherefore, in obedience to the 
same instruction, he votes point blank for independence, 
and makes his report to the House accordingly. Gentle- 
men, do be so kind as to tell us what you mean, unless we 
should suspect (which suspicion many of you do not de- 
serve) that some of you are not sound at heart.. 

As to the tendency of the Instructions, no great deal can 
be said on that head, until they are rendered. intelligible. 
As I presume the framer of them had some meaning, and 
perhaps more than one, I shall endeavour to supply what 
he has left out. If I err, I am pardonable — the field being 
wide and the path invisible. 

Perhaps he meant to recommend himself in time to the 
favourable eye of "our Mother Country," that he might, 
according to the English phrase, be pricked down for a 
Governour ; perhaps not. Beware of the Galloway rock, 
young soldier. 

But be his private reason this or that — I suppose 'tis 
something — his publick meaning is, that, right or wrong, 
the Delegates shall vote against independency. Where- 
fore, that being the true meaning, and not the measure 
which may " lead to " or be the " cause of" independency; 
for, according to the opinion of many, every thing which 
we have already done, are now doing, with, all the Jate 
Acts of the Assembly, (the Instructions excepted,) " leads 
to" that very end ; wherefore, I say, every wise man will 
join in condemning the Instructions, as being ill judged ; 
for until any matter hath had a fair hearing, and all the 
circumstances thereof duly weighed and considered, no man 
can tell what he ought to do, or what ought to be done. I 
care neither for dependency nor independency, any further 
than they promote the good and happiness! of the whole 
Continent; and not for a day or two, but lastingly so. 

But the greatest evil which accompanies the Instructions 
is, that they have a tendency to promote disunion, because 
they admit of no relax, let the reasons to the contrary be 
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what they will, or the sufferings of any other Colony ever 
so great. 

As our cause is one, our happiness is the same ; on which 
grounds I despise the narrow idea of acting Provincially, 
and reprobate the little unworthy principle conveyed in 
the following words, "in behalf of this Colony;" and the 
more so, because, by a late resolve, all Colony distinctions 
are to be laid aside. 'Tis the American cause, the Ame- 
rican Congress, the American Army, &c, Sic; whom 
God preserve. And for the same reason I subscribe my- 
self, at this time, A Continental Farmer. 

Philadelphia, December 6, 1775. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LEDGER. 

Sir: In your Ledger of the 25th of November is a 
piece signed A Pennsylvania Associator, containing some 
remarks on a publication in the Pennsylvania Journal, 
under the signature of A Lover of Order. These re- 
marks appear to me to be generally sensible, and perti- 
nent to the subject ; but the author has been unfortunate 
in one of the reasons he has given for his comment. He 
says, " Such pieces constantly attract the notice of Gov- 
ernment, and have been made use of by a neighbouring 
"Governour to support the false charge of independent de- 
signs in the people." 

Whatever truth there may be in the first part of this 
observation, there certainly is not the least foundation for 
the latter. So far from charging or supporting a charge 
against the people of such a nature, the Govemour, in a 
speech alluded to, expressly says that they have fears 
of independency, and an aversion to a Republican Gov- 
ernment. And in a former speech, to which he refers, he 
declares that he is " fully convinced that the body of the 
people in the Colonies do not even entertain a wish to 
throw off their dependance upon Great Britain." 

di -i i i u t> i, o i-qj; A Man of Candour. 

Philadelphia, December 9, 1/95. 

NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, November 9, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Congress have taken the resolution 
to appoint a commander of the fortress in the Highlands, 
with the rank of Colonel, and Wednesday is fixed for the 
purpose. As it must be of moment that this command 
should be vested in a person of abilities, and in whom the 
inhabitants place confidence, we wish you would name 
three or four gentlemen who are competent for the trust, 
and we shall endeavour to get one of them preferred. You 
will, however, be pleased to observe, that as these works 
are erected at a Continental expense, the Congress claim 
an absolute right to appoint the officers. 

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 

James Duane, 
R. R. Livingston, Jun. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress at New-York. 



of Barker. Peter Van Ness and John J. Bleecker are also 
in opposition to each other ; how this will turn out I can- 
not say, they being almost equal in votes of this City. 

The Committee will be the same as last, only one or 
two new ones in each Ward. 

I am, dear Sir, your very humble servant, 

Matthias Visscher. 

To Abraham. Yates, Jun., Esq., at New- York. 



MATTHIAS VISSCHER TO ABRAHAM YATES, JUN. 

Albany, November 9, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Yours of the 1st instant 1 have received, 
together with the instructions for the Post-Office ; which 
were very agreeable, as I very often was at a loss how to 
regulate the charges. As to the secrecy of this matter, 
your commands shall be readily obeyed. 

By all we can learn from St. John's, we have the great- 
est reason to expect that matters will turn out well there. 
General Wooster is to proceed, or is already gone forward, 
to take possession of Montreal. General Montgomery 
keeps St. John's besieged, and, by the accounts of the 
prisoners, the Regulars at St. John's must have but little 
provisions. 

We are.busy electioneering for Deputies and Commit- 
tees. The voters dp not come in so rapid as I could wish, 
owing to the fair. The following are the candidates for 
Deputies: Abraham Ten Brocck, Abraham Yates, Jun., 
Jacob Cuyler, Robert Yates, Henry Glenn, Peter Silvester, 
Robert Pan Rensselaer, Francis Nicoll, Leonard Gan- 
sevoort, Robert R.. Livingston, Peter R. Livingston, 
James Barker, and Henry Oothoudl. The Judge and 
Nicoll almost even. Henry Oothoudt by far the majority 



THE MONITOR, NO. I. 

New-York, November 9, 1775. 

" A civil war, (says the incomparable Lord Somers) 
though very sharp, cannot continue long, and a nation may 
flourish and be happy again; but if once arbitrary Govern- 
ment be introduced, people's miseries are endless; there 
is no prospect or hope of redress. Every age will add new 
oppressions and new burdens to a people already exhaust- 
ed." This sentiment, so entirely correspondent to fact and 
experience, ought to regulate the conduct of every man 
during the scene of publick alarm and commotion. It 
should incline us cheerfully to meet the inconveniences 
and calamities with which we are threatened from the unre- 
lenting malice of our enemies ; in rational hope of being 
able eventably to disappoint their barbarous projects, to 
avoid the galling yoke of the most ignominious slavery, 
and to secure to ourselves and to posterity the permanent 
advantages of freedom, established upon an immoveable 
foundation. Great and noble enterprises are seldom unat- 
tended with danger and difficulty; but if they are conduct- 
ed with prudence and fortitude, they more than repay the 
toils and hazards incurred in prosecuting them. When 
these become necessary in society, a generous mind em- 
braces them with alacrity, and willingly encounters the 
perils and hardships resulting from them; while the timid 
and base, viewing them through the medium of an imagina- 
tion distorted with terrour, are ready to magnify every 
appearance of evil, and to sink beneath the load of their 
own desponding fears. No enterprise can be more glorious 
than the preservation of liberty to a community, the most 
precious gift of the Creator, and the vital principle by which 
the whole fabrick of social happiness is supported. In de- 
fence of this, a wise and good man scruples not to risk 
either life or fortune ; to him the desire of securing the 
most inestimable jewel of society, is capable of smoothing 
the furrowed brow of affliction, and of disarming even death 
itself of its terrour and sting. 

A civil war is certainly an evil much to be deplored ; 
nor should it be entered into, unless from motives of the 
most urgent necessity. But when it is requisite to defend 
the essential rights of humanity, and to defeat the despe- 
rate attempts of despotick violence, it is highly criminal, as 
well as impolitick, to decline it. Every duty we owe to 
ourselves, to our descendants, to mankind, to the author of 
our being, calls upon us to protect those privileges on 
which the dignity of our nature and the safety and com- 
fort of our lives depend. Tamely to surrender the bless- 
ings of Providence is to undervalue them, and is a mark 
of ingratitude to the donor. To suffer ourselves to be 
despoiled of our liberties, and to be degraded from the rank 
of freemen to that of slaves, is an evidence of a grovelling 
disposition, and of a stupid insensibility to the greatest 
advantages a reasonable being can enjoy. 

The mental appetite of some men is too corrupt to relish 
the sublime in morals : they rather turn it into derision 
and mockery. They affect to consider the rights of man- 
kind as altogether visionary, liberty as a mere shadow, and 
the benefit ascribed to it as pretended and unreal. Patri- 
otism and benevolence are in their eyes but hypocritical 
pretences; all their views centre in themselves, and they 
are ready to laugh when they are told of their obligation 
to sacrifice their own interest to that of their Country. It 
is in vain to endeavour to impress them with a sense of 
the excellence of civil liberty, by insisting on those more 
refined topics of its tendency to ennoble the human mind, 
to promote knowledge, virtue, and religion, to expand and 
elevate the powers of the soul, and to lead men in all the 
brightest paths of glory, magnanimity, and heroism. They 
feel not the value of those things in their own breasts, and 
therefore they can never allow them their intrinsick weight 
and importance. Present ease and tranquillity are prefer- 
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able, in their estimation, to all the future prospects of glo- 
ripus freedom, sheltered from the depredations of usurping 
power by the undaunted efforts of a brave people. 

These Lilliputians in virtue and humanity represent the 
honours of a civil war in the most aggravated colours. 
They are continually pondering the most dismal scenes of 
bloodshed, desolation, famine, and distress in every shape; 
filled with panick terrours themselves, they strive to commu- 
nicate the infection to all around them ; willing that their 
Country should be deserted by all, and left to groan under 
the indignities and complicated miseries of slavery. In 
general, this dastardly conduct serves only to increase the 
evils it is intended to mitigate or prevent. It seldom pro- 
duces more than a partial defection : this war is still prose- 
cuted by the greater part; if success attends them, notwith- 
standing the disunion, it is purchased with more difficulty 
and loss than had there been a perfect combination of 
strength and forces ; consequently the common sufferings 
are heightened by the cowardice and disaffection of a part : 
if they are overpowered, by reason of the desertion oi those 
who ought to have been friends, to the baseness of these 
must be attributed the more disastrous consequences of an 
unsuccessful struggle. In any case, the timidity and meanness 
of these men, falsely termed moderation and prudence, 
answer no other ends than to strengthen the hands of the 
common enemy, and to weaken and enervate those of 
friends and fellow-sufferers, the worst effects of civil rage 
and animosity still ensue, and the temporizing dastards, no 
more than the bold and enterprising, escape a share in the 
general calamity. 

It is, however, folly to reason with such men, or to ex- 
pect to move them by the suggestions of honour, or by the 
views of an extensive and generous plan of policy. Their 
narrow minds will still listen to the present passion or pre- 
judice, in spite of all that can be said. But to those whose 
bosoms are susceptible of love to their Country, who are 
not insensible to the value of freedom, and to the debasing, 
destructive influence of slavery, the following summary re- 
flections must appear to merit the most attentive considera- 



tion. 



The contest between Britain and the Colonies has now 
every appearance of being arrived to the last extremity : a 
decision by the sword seems the only one to be expected, 
as every day s still more than the preceding, dissipates all 
prospect of an amicable accommodation : applications from 
every quarter have hitherto been unavailing, and the instru- 
ments of tyranny are putting in practice, with increasing 
ferocity, all the abominable arts of plunder, devastation, 
and slaughter. We must either patiently submit to the 
exorbitant authority of a rapacious Parliament, or we must 
prepare to make a courageous stand in defence of our rights, 
in defiance of all the rigours and disasters of war. If the 
former be our choice, we must be contented to live the 
most miserable people under the sun, to endure all the op- 
pressions that avarice and ambition, inflamed by opposition, 
jealousy, and resentment, can contrive or inflict; and to 
crouch beneath the unceasing insults and contempt of our 
triumphant masters, as well as the ridicule and disdain of 
all mankind : if we prefer the latter, we must be satisfied 
to suffer many poignant, though temporary ills, animated 
with the certain hope of brighter days to come, and of sub- 
stantial felicity to our Country, through the successive 
periods of future generations. 

Whoever is acquainted with the history of mankind must 
know that it has ever been the policy of ruling States to 
enrich themselves by the plunder and spoils of their de- 
pendant Colonies and Provinces. This iniquitous princi- 
ple has proceeded chiefly from a twofold cause : from the 
natural desire most men have of profiting themselves at the 
expense of those in their power and disposal, and from a 
supposed necessity of depressing the spirits and destroying 
the power of Colonies, lest, if they should find themselves in 
the possession of opulence and strength, actuated by that 
pride which is apt to flow from them, they might be tempt- 
ed to revolt and throw off their dependance. These dis- 
positions prevail in proportion to the natural advantages 
and orowing prosperity of the subordinate members. And 
notwithstanding experience has shown that these contract- 
ed notions of policy are, in the end, detrimental to all par- 
ties, they still continue fashionable among mankind. The 
Spanish settlements in South-America afford a notable 



instance of the destructive maxims of governing States re- 
specting their dependencies. There, humanity appears 
in such a wretched and degraded condition, that it is im- 
possible to behold it without compassion, horrour, and 
indignation. But not to roam abroad for instances of this 
melancholy nature, we may see in Ireland the plainest 
indications of a similar spirit, influencing the politicks of 
Britain; and, to come nearer home, the present gloomy 
situation of America has been occasioned by a commence- 
ment of this same scheme of oppression. 

We have wisely begun a strenuous opposition to it in its 
infancy, and have discovered a temper totally repugnant 
to the lofty and unreasonable pretensions of the Mother 
Country ; but should we now abandon a work so nobly 
undertaken, we must look for even greater severity and ra- 
pacity than we might otherwise have experienced. Better 
had it been for us that we had never contended at all, than 
vainly to have shown our disapprobation, and afterwards, 
by relinquishing the conflict, to betray our own impotence 
and cowardice. Britain would justly impute our submis- 
sion to our fears, and, knowing our affection to be irrecover- 
ably lost, would be sensible that the only way to secure 
our future attachment, and maintain her unlimited dominion 
over us, must be by force and compulsion. With much pro- 
priety, she would conclude that, without these, the same 
spirit of liberty which inspires us would naturally be trans- 
mitted to our descendants, who, finding their numbers and 
their wealth augmented, would scorn any lc tiger to wear the 
fetters of servitude, and would procure for themselves that 
freedom which their ancestors had not virtue and courage 
enough to preserve and convey to them. Justified by such 
plausible inducements, our enemies would take every me- 
thod to extirpate all sense of liberty from among us. The 
manifold contrivances of despotism would be remorselessly 
employed to debase our minds and render us abject and 
spiritless. 

No man of sense can doubt that a military Government 
would, in such case, be established over all the Colonies. 
Our rebellious conduct, as it is called, would seem to de- 
mand it, and Britain would never think her authority safe 
without it. A Standing Army — that inveterate and dan- 
gerous disease under which Europe has so long groaned — 
would take deeper root in America than it has ever had 
there. To maintain this, together with a long list of needy 
courtiers, all the fruits of our labour and industry must go. 
If we are dissatisfied, the bayonet will be ready to silence 
our presumptuous murmurings. We must pine in unebfn- 
plaining indigence and misery, while our lordly masters 
would dissipate extorted millions in the gratification of every 
wanton and voluptuous appetite. These things have been 
frequently insisted upon ; but they cannot be too often re- 
peated. They are not the jargon of seditious declamation, 
intended to allure the giddy populace, but they are solemn 
truths, founded on reason and experience, and ought to en- 
gage the serious attention of the most sober and dispassion- 
ate. With all the earnestness of self-conviction, I affirm, 
that America will be one of the most unhappy countries 
in the world, if it should once submit to the yoke Britain 
is preparing for it. 

On the other hand, if we are duly sensible of the bless- 
ings we enjoy, and persevere steadfastly in the defence of 
our native and hereditary rights, we may justly cherish a 
firm persuasion that our laudable exertions will be finally 
crowned with success; that Britain, though she may sorely 
distress us a while, will at length be wearied with an enter- 
prise by which she exhausts herself, without any likelihood 
of obtaining any solid or equivalent advantage ; that our 
privileges will by these means be settled upon so stable a 
basis, and our importance so highly raised in the eyes of 
the world, as to bring together a confluence of wealthy and 
useful inhabitants from all the European Nations, and to 
render us flourishing at home, and respected abroad ; that 
the vigour of our youthful State, seconded by the emolu- 
ments of an accumulating commerce, under the auspicious 
smiles of freedom, will soon enable us to recover from the 
losses we have sustained during the war, and will in a little 
lime elevate us to a much higher pitch of grandeur, opu- 
lence, and power, than we could ever attain to by an ignoble 
submission to arbitrary rule. The evils of slavery are in- 
expressibly great — the prize of liberty is worth contending 
for : let us therefore continue the pursuit with unremitting 
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ardour, determined either to lead an honourable life, or to 
meet, with resignation, a glorious death 



EXTRACTS OF LETTERS RECEIVED IN ENGLAND. 

Quebeck, November 9, 1775. 

Lieutenant-Governour Cramahe told Mr. Macaulay, of 
this place, a few days ago, in great anger, "that it was our 
damned Committees that had thrown the Province into its 
present state, and prevented the Canadians from taking 
arms ; but that he should hear more of that hereafter." 
By these words we presume we are to understand, that if 
they had the power in their hands to enforce their autho- 
rity, a Star-chamber would be erected to harass those who 
might differ in opinion from them, or might make any 
attempts, by future applications to the throne, for a redress 
of their grievances , for we are told that all meetings are 
illegal, by martial law. The new arrangements of Gov- 
ernment, under the Quebeck Bill, met with a general dis- 
approbation. Not to mention the English inhabitants, 
(who could not but dislike it, as it was totally different 
from what they had expected and applied for,) the Cana- 
dians in general were displeased with it, and declared that 
it was not at their desire or solicitation that it was passed ; 
and that they had not been made acquainted with the peti- 
tion which was presented to the King from a few persons 
in the Province, and was made the ground of passing it. 
They said that the persons who had signed that pcti.ion 
consisted principally of their ancient oppressors, their 
noblesse, who wanted nothing more than, as formerly, to 
domineer over them ; and they exclaimed against them 
bitterly on that account, but intimated that they had better 
take care of themselves, and not be too forward to put their 
intentions into execution. The lawyers and notaries, and 
such of the citizens as had been induced to sign that petition, 
(or rather had been afraid to refuse to sign it, for fear of 
being pointed at by the friends to such measures,) almost 
unanimously declared their disapprobation and dislike of 
the act of Parliament, more especially when the appoint- 
ments <: ;f the 'members of the new Council came to be 
made, and it was found that none but the noblesse, or those 
who had the_ croixde Saint Louis, were appointed to it, 
without a single person taken from the commercial part of 
the French inhabitants of the Province. This, with the 
giving half-pay to a set of French officers who had served 
on a batton expedition against the Indians in General 
Murray's time, and the appointment of Monsieur De Rou- 
ville for one of the Judges at Montreal, and of Claude 
Panet for Quebeck, (who has his dose every day before 
twelve o'clock,) with salaries, as it is given out, of seven 
hundred Pounds a year each ; and, in short, the wantonly 
and profusely inventing places for creatures and syco- 
phants, with which the Governour was continually sur- 
rounded, has given great disgust. It is, indeed, alarming 
to think lnw all this money was to be raised. A very little 
matter would have induced the Canadians to unite in a 
body to petition for a repeal of the act. But no one cared 
to step forth and set forward any measure of that kind, 
through the fear of the ill treatment which they might be 
made to suffer in consequence of having done so, now 
that th^ Govemour's authority is so extensive, and partly 
through the hope that we continually entertained of hear- 
ing from England of the repeal or amendment of it. Pe~ 
ter Panet, of Montreal, (who is a brother to the other, but 
quite another sort of man,) had every reason to expect to 
be made a Judge, if any of the French were to be made 
so. He is really very clever, and had been Clerk to the 
Court of Captains of the Militia immediately after the con- 
quest of the Country, or, one may almost say, both Clerk 
and Chief Judge; and he certainly ought, on this occasion, 
to have had the preference, by far, to Rouville. Indeed, 
the nomination of the latter to this office is so offensive to 
the Canadians At Montreal, that they were quite exas- 
perated at it, and were going to prefer a petition to the 
Governour against his being appointed to it. But the 
taking of Crown Point, and the subsequent disturbances 
in the Province, put a stop to every thing, and has pre- 
vented any part of the act from taking place. 

Note. — By this letter, as well as by other accounts received from 
Queheck, it may be observed that the temper of the now Government is 
so very arbitrary, that the right of petitioning the Crown for redress of 
grievances, is not allowed to the inhabitants of that unhappy Province. 



Quebeck, November 9, 1775. 

The Canadian inhabitants of this Province openly avow 
their affection to the English manners and customs, and 
declare that they never wish to live more quiet or more 
happy than they have done since the commencement of 
the Civil Government. Indeed, it is surprising to see how 
much they have flourished and increased in riches within 
these few years, by meeting with so good a market for 
their produce. This is owing to the great spirit of specu- 
lation-trade that prevails amongst the English merchants 
here and their friends at home, and cannot, in any degree, 
be attributed to the French merchants, who have nothing 
of the spirit of trade in them. This flourishing state of 
the Province, since the establishment of the English laws 
in it, makes the Canadians fond of those laws, and desi- 
rous of their continuance, and numberless are the proofs 
that might be given of their preferring them to the French 
laws by which they were formerly governed, were it not 
for the artifices of a very few persons, the noblesse of the 
Province, who, by having gained the support and assist- 
ance of Government, have had it in their | ower to disguise 
the truth, and to prevent an union between the old and 
new subjects in making applications to the Throne to obtain 
a settlement of the Province upon the foundation of the 
English law. When any strangers from England have 
come to these parts by way of curiosity, who, on their 
return, might have represented things in f. true light, they 
have been kept up amongst a small circle of people, and 
have hardly ever appeared in publick, or conversed with 
the people at large, and have thereby been prevented from 
getting true and general information concerning the real 
state of the Province, and the sentiments of its inhabi- 
tants. 

The Canadians, very early this spring, declared that the 
noblesse had no manner of authority over them, and that 
even their seigniors had no right to command their mili- 
tary service. They acknowledged that they owed them 
respect, as their lords of the manor; but they insisted 
that when they had paid them their rents, and all their 
other just dues, together with certain compliments which 
were customary at different seasons, they owed them no- 
thing further, and were not bound to submit to any power 
they might presume to exercise over them ; for some of 
the seigniors have pretended to some authority over their 
tenants, of which there was an instance in the seigniory 
called La Beauce, behind Point Levi, where the young 
seignior, Monsieur Taschereau, caused one of his tenants 
to be confined for refusing to march, at his command, 
against the Provincials, who had invaded the Province; 
but he soon thought it best to solicit the man's release, 
and did not afterwards try the same experiment with any 
other of them. But in other parts of the Province, seve- 
ral of the Canadians have been threatened with the same 
treatment, if they did not obey their seignior's order to 
take arms for the defence of the Province, in order to 
frighten them into the service; but it has had the contrary 
effect, and has been found to be of bad consequence. 
Nothing of this kind had appeared before the Quebeck Bill 
passed. But the strongest verbal proof that 1 can give 
you of the dislike of the Canadians to the Quebeck Bill, 
is this: Mr. John Thompson, who is a very honest man, 
told me yesterday, that he was present at the coffee-house, 
at Montreal, when Mr. James Finlay, of that place, de- 
clared publickly, that the Captain of the French Militia 
had, in his presence, told Governour Carleton, "that the 
Canadians in that Town, themselves included, woidd not 
take arms, as a militia, unless his Excellency would assure 
them, on his honour, that he would use his utmost endea- 
vours to get the Quebeck Bill repealed ;" and that he 
thereupon promised them that he would do so. But now 
all these considerations are at an end, as we are likely to 
have new masters shortly. 

Quobock, November 9, 1775. 

The Govemour's reason for establishing martial law in 
this Province was, that he might be able, by means of that 
law, (which he thought would authorize him so to do,) to 
force the Canadians to take arms. But he has entirely 
failed of success in this attempt. Indeed, it was a most 
ridiculous attempt, as he had no troops at hand to enforce 
his authority or commands. Great threats are frequently 
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thrown out, and every now and then people are put under 
confinement by the militia. On Saturday, the 28th of Oc- 
tober, Mr. John Dyer Merrier, as he was going into the 
upper Town, was laid hold of by the Town Sergeant, and 
conducted to the main guard and there confined, and his 
papers were seized and examined merely by the order of 
the Lieutenant-Governour, without any crime or accusa- 
tion alleged against him, and at daybreak the next morn- 
ing he was put on board the Hunter, sloop-of-war. This 
was very alarming to the citizens of Quebeck, who there- 
upon had a meeting, and appointed three of their number 
to wait on the Lieutenant-Governour, to know the cause of 
so remarkable a step. He made answer, " that he had 
sufficient reasons for what he had done, which he would 
communicate when and to whom he should think proper." 
But he soon thought better of it; for the next morning he 
called together the six Captains of the British Militia, and 
communicated to. them one or more intercepted letters, di- 
rected to Mr. Merrier, of a nature that was sufficient to 
warrant his being secured for the safety of the Town. But 
nothing was found that had proceeded from him, or that 
could serve as a proof to convict him of any crime. This 
communication gave a good deal of satisfaction. It is a 
piece of justice to the French inhabitants of the Province, 
to say that those of them who have taken arms for the 
defence of the Province are not corrupted in their tem- 
pers by the use of them, so as to be ready to act as the 
instruments of arbitrary power over their fellow-citizens, 
but rather decline being so employed. Of this we had 
lately a remarkable instance at Montreal; for General Pres- 
cott, who commands at Montreal, having thought fit to place 
sentinels gt the fore and back doors of Mr. Walker's house, 
to be a guard upon Mrs. Walker, (notwithstanding her hus- 
band is no longer with her, but a prisoner on board a sloop- 
of-war,) ordered Pascal Piller, one of the French inhabi- 
tants of Montreal, who had taken arms for the defence of 
the City, and was willing to stand sentry in his turn on 
the walls, to oppose the enemy, but would not be employed 
as a jailor, to watch his fellow-citizens, but would sooner 
throw down his arms, though they were his own property, 
and let those persons take them who would consent to be 
so employed. 

General Prescott, upon being told of this refusal, thought 
proper to drop his design of setting a guard upon Mrs. 
Walker, and said it was hardly worth while to watch an 
old woman. This certainly does honour to the spirit and 
temper of the French inhabitants, who have entered into 
the militia upon this occasion. Shortly after this affair, we 
heard that Fort Chambly was taken, with eight officers and 
sixty men. Then it was said that a plan was formed for 
General Carletoti and Colonel Maclean to join their forces, 
and march to the relief of St. John's Fort. It was given 
out here that General Carleton had fifteen hundred Cana- 
dians with him. Proper signals were agreed on, and Gen- 
eral Carleton was to cross over the River St. Lawrence, 
with his Army, which consisted, first, of the militia of 
Montreal; and secondly, of a number of Canadians that he 
had with him, and whom he had maintained for some lime 
before at Montreal ; and thirdly, a few troops that he had 
with him, who might amount to about one hundred men, 
and who were to have headed the Canadians ; and lastly, 
some Indians. They accordingly set off from Montreal in 
high spirits, and attempted to cross the River St. Lawrence, 
and land at Longeuil; but they were so warmly received 
by the Provincials on the other side the river, that they 
could not make good their landing, but were thrown into 
great confusion, and retired with precipitation. Some of 
them ran aground on an island, and had like to have 
perished, but were saved by the New-England men. Two 
Indians were killed, and two more taken prisoners. The 
next express informed us, that upon Colonel Maclean's 
party hearing of this repulse, his Canadians all left him, 
and retired to their homes. And the night before last, an 
express brought the news that the garrison of Fort St. 
John's had capitulated, being starved out. and were all 
made prisoners of war; and that Montreal was invested, 
and its communication with the country entirely cut off; 
and that the Provincials were on St. Helen's Island, over 
against the Town, and were there erecting a battery to fire 
upon it in case they shall refuse to capitulate; and that 



Governour Carleton was on board of the Fell, an armed 
snow. 

There are also fifteen hundred Provincials arrived at 
Point Levi. We have, within a few days past, heard of 
their approach, and our guards have been doubled on that 
account. Our fate (at least for some time) must soon be 
decided. There are fifteen Commissaries appointed, con- 
sisting of the six English and six French Captains of mi- 
litia, and the three Judges. Three of them sit every day, 
to examine into small matters, and give passes to all the 
canoes that come into or go out of the Town. This, with 
the means made use of to get Canadians from the neigh- 
bouring country to do duty in Town, has so intimidated 
the inhabitants of the country, that very few of them ven- 
ture to come to Town; so that we have hardly a supply of 
provisions from hand to mouth, much less to stand out 
a siege. 

P. S. Just now an order is come down for eight men, 
from each of the six Companies of the British Militia, to 
appear on the parade without arms, to receive one shilling 
and a pint of porter for the business they were to do. 
Orders are also given for a party of the Marines to be on 
the parade, armed ; so we are inclined to judge the inten- 
tions of our Government to be, to force us to a defence of 
the Town, and sacrifice our lives and properties. The shil- 
ling and pint of porter are supposed to be considered as 
King's money, to enlist us and subject us to military dis- 
cipline. The Lord protect us from our enemies within 
and without. 

Quebeck, November 9, 1775. 

There are about five hundred Provincials arrived on 
Point Levi, opposite to the Town, by the way of Chau- 
diere, across the woods. Surely a miracle must have been 
wrought in their favour. It is an undertaking above the 
common race of men, in this debauched age. They have 
travelled through woods and bogs, and over precipices, for • 
the space of one hundred and twenty miles, attended with 
every inconvenience and difficulty, to be surmounted only 
by men of indefatigable zeal and industry. 

General Carleton is gone to Quebeck, but the Province 
is against him. The Quebeck Act has displeased nine- 
tenths of the inhabitants. Accustomed as they have been 
to absolute Government, they abhor tyranny under the pre- 
tence and mask of law. Lord Mansfield is said to have 
been the author of this bill. The present Ministers must 
long since have abandoned their posts, if he had not been 
their adviser. In the summer, the King was told he was 
reduced to this alternative: he must part with his Minis- 
ters or his Colonies. He has made his choice. He has 
kept his Ministers, and lost America. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO JONATHAN GLDVEji. 

Cambridge, November 9, 1775. 

Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency to inform you 
that it is his opinion that those persons who belong to the 
two schooners, sent into Marblehead, be discharged, on con- 
dition they can get bondsmen for their not leaving Marble- 
head, and such a district about it as to you will seem 
proper, lest they give information to the enemy of the des- 
tination of Captains Broughton and Selman. These per- 
sons to be well looked after. As to the schooners, you 
will have them carefully laid up, with what unperishable 
articles may be on board. As to the sloop brought in by- 
Captain Manly, it is the General's orders that you dispose 
of the Wood, &c, on board, on the best terms, and lay the 
vessel up until we can determine whether she is totally a 
prize, or only a retaken vessel. 

1 am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Stephen Moylan, Sec. pro tern. 
To Jonathan Glover, Esq., Marblehead. 



ROBERT H. HARRISON TO JONATHAN GLOVER. 

Cambridge, November 9,. 1775. 

Sir : There are many transports from England and Ire- 
land, arriving every day at Boston. Should {my of the 
armed vessels be in your port, you will please to order 
them out to sea immediately. Every hour they remain in 
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port may be a loss to them of a good prize. Please to 
communicate this to such Captain or Captains as may be 
with you, being wrote by order of his Excellency. 
I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

Robert H. Harrison, Aid- de- Camp. 

To Jonathan Glover, Esq., Marblehead. 

[The same to William Bartlelt, Esq., Beverly ; to Colonel Joshua 
Went worth, Portsmouth; and to William Watson, Esq., Plymouth.'] 



WILLIAM BARTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, November 9, 1775. 

Sir: These are to inform your Excellency that yester- 
day a small boat, with about fifteen men, went out of this 
harbour, and took a schooner, from Ireland, loaded with 
beef, pork, butter, &tc. As your Excellency approved of my 
conduct with regard to the other prize, the North-Briton, 
I thought it my duty to proceed in the same manner; 
therefore, when she came in, 1 made a demand of the 
papers, &.c, but the people refused me. As I am willing 
and desirous to live in peace with all men, should be ex- 
tremely glad if your Excellency would give me some par- 
ticular directions with regard to such vessels ; for if I have 
no power to make such demands, I make myself appear 
ridiculous to the eye of the world, which is far from being 
my desire. 

I shall forward to your Excellency, as soon as possible, 
the goods found on board the North-Briton ; and am your 
Excellency's most obedient humble servant, 

William Bartlett. 
To General Washington. 



address of the noblemen, etc., of the county of 

FIFE. 

Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Freeholders 
of the County of Fife, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, 
one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and 
presented to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and 
Freeholders of the County of Fife. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Freeholders of the County of 
Fife, humbly beg leave to approach the throne, with the 
strongest assurances of our firm attachment and warmest 
affection to your Majesty's royal person and family, and of 
our zeal for the honour of your crown and the dignity of 
Great Britain. 

Sensible of the many blessings which your Majesty's 
mild and auspicious Government has diffused over every 
part of your Dominions, it is with the greatest concern 
we observe the conduct of your Colonies in America, 
who are now engaged in the most open acts of rebellion 
against your Majesty's Government, as well as of these 
turbulent and factious men, who have endeavoured to 
alienate the minds of your subjects from their just and true 
allegiance, and by whose means this rebellion has been 
chiefly promoted and encouraged. We therefore beg leave, 
in the most dutiful manner, to assure your Majesty that 
we will, to the utmost of our power, be ready to support 
your Majesty, the honour and dignity of your crown, and 
the authority of the British Legislature, in defence of our 
valuable Constitution. 

While we lament the folly of your Majesty's deluded 
subjects in the Colonies, we cannot but admire the gracious 
declaration your Majesty was pleased to make from the 
throne, of your being willing to receive them with tender- 
ness and mercy, when they become sensible of their errour ; 
and express our most fervent wishes that they may soon 
avail themselves of your Majesty's clemency, so that peace 
and tranquillity may be restored to all your Dominions. 

That your Majesty's reign may be long and prosperous, 
over a free, a happy, and a grateful people, sensible of the 
many blessings they enjoy under the Government of the 
best of Sovereigns, is the earnest wish and prayer of us, 
your Majesty's most dutiful and affectionate subjects. 

Signed in our name, and at our appointment, by 

Leven, Prases. 

Cupar, November 10, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE HIGH SHERIFF, ETC., OF THE COUNTY 
OF DUBLIN. 

Address of the High Sheriff and Grand Jury of the 
County of Dublin, transmitted by his Excellency the Earl 
Harcourt, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord Viscount Weymouth, one of His Majesty's 
principal Secretaries of State, and presented to His Ma- 
jesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the High Sheriff and Grand Jury 

of the County of Dublin. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
High Sheriff and Grand Jury of the County of Dublin, 
sensible of the many blessings we enjoy under your Ma- 
jesty's mild and just Government, feel ourselves, at this 
time, indispensably called upon to express our abhorrence 
of the unnatural rebellion existing in a part of your Ame~ 
rican Dominions, and our highest indignation at the un- 
grateful revolt, by which the Government of the best of 
Kings hath been for some time disturbed in your Majesty's 
Colonies. 

With the utmost sincerity and zeal, we beg leave to as- 
sure your Majesty of our inviolable attachment to your 
sacred person and Government, which we are determined 
to support, at the hazard of our lives, against all hostility 
to your royal crown and dignity, and to the violated rights 
of the British Empire. 

We cannot sufficiently admire the temper with which 
your Majesty has acted, from your paternal anxiety to pre- 
vent, as long as possible, the calamities which are insepa- 
rable from a stale of war; and we, with equal concern and 
regret, observe that the resolutions of the British Parlia- 
ment, breathing moderation and forbearance, have produced 
no other effect on the deluded minds of the disobedient 
part of your American subjects, than usurpation and re- 
bellion. 

We find that the rebellious war, now levied in America, 
hath not been confined in its objects to Great Britain ; for 
it appears, in several of the American Resolutions, that 
their resentments are also directed to the trade of this 
Kingdom ; and we glory in being considered, even by those 
who injure us, as united with Great Britain, against all the 
universe, and as devoted to your Majesty against every 
enemy upon earth. 

By youf Majesty's arms was preserved the very exist- 
ence of this ungrateful people ; by the courage and disci- 
pline of your troops were they saved from the impending 
danger of a powerful, and, till then, victorious foe. Ire- 
land shared in that triumph ; and we trust Ireland fervently 
wishes to see accomplished the glorious task of restoring 
to the Americans that liberty which is consistent with the 
laws of the Empire, and those comforts of life which inte- 
rested and desperate agitators, with merciless perseverance, 
instigate them to forfeit. 

'Tis indeed to be lamented they should still listen to 
these restless deluders, who, whilst they affect to deprecate 
the effusion of blood, call for the shedding of it ; and who, 
by efforts as unavailing as unwarrantable, urge on the de- 
struction of those whom the whole power of your Majes- 
ty's insulted Dominions are happily combined to subdue. 

We acknowledge, with gratitude, your Majesty's con- 
cern for our commercial advancement, upon which our 
prosperity and happiness so exceedingly depend ; and we 
trust to your Majesty's distinguished firmness and wisdom, 
to support the dignity, maintain the rights, uphold the Con- 
stitution, and restore the tranquillity of the British Em- 
pire. 

Thomas Kennan, John Gilmer, 

Sheriff. Nic. English, 
Henry L. Luttrell, Hugh Bowen, 
Foreman. Patrick King, 
Richard Morgan, Charles Hamilton, 

Richard Trench, William Kean, 

Charles Eustace, William Evans, 
Joseph Serh, Charles King, 

Richard Underwood, Benjamin Houghton, 
Henry Archdale, B. Connor, 

W. Hawkins, Ulster, W. Leaver, 
George Nixon, 
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ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH AND PARISH OF SOUTHSIOLTON. 

Address of the Mayor, Capital Burgesses, Common 
Councilmen, and Town Clerk of the Borough and Parish 
of Southmolton, in the County of Devon, presented to His 
Majesty by Charles Warwick Bampfylde, Esq., one of the 
Representatives in Parliament for the City of Exeter. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Capital Burgesses, 
Common Councilmen, and Town Clerk of the Borough 
and Parish o/Soothmolton, in the County of Devon. 

May it please your Mijesty : 

At a time when one part of your Majesty's Dominions 
is in actual rebellion, which, there is too much cause to 
think, hath been excited and fomented by ill-disposed peo- 
ple in another part of them, silence in any man or body 
of men, who profess themselves well affected to your 
Majesty and the Constitution, would betray a justly and 
reprehensible inattention in a matter of so great import- 
ance. 

, Permit, therefore, most gracious Sovereign, your Ma- 
jesty's most faithful and dutiful subjects, the Mayor, Capi- 
tal Burgesses, Common Councilmen, and Town Clerk of 
your Borough and Parish of Southmolton, in the County 
of Devon, to join the rest of your Majesty's loyal subjects 
in expressing our warmest zeal and attachment to your Ma- 
jesty's person and Government, to testify in the best man- 
ner we at present can, our sense of, and gratitude for, the 
many blessings we derive, under Divine Providence, from 
your Majesty ; and to declare our utter disapprobation and 
abhorrence of those principles which at first occasioned 
and have since promoted those troubles and disturbances 
which now prevail in America. 

■ We most heartily wish that this deluded people may 
soon see their errour, and return to their duty. 
,.,. Should they, however, still persist in their obstinacy 
and disobedience, we entirely confide in your Majesty's 
wisdom and goodness, for taking such measures as will 
effectually secure obedience to the supreme authority in 
arid from all parts of your Majesty's Dominions. 

And we beg leave to assure your Majesty that we will 
cheerfully contribute every thing in our power towards the 
maintenance and support of that authority, as far as our 
influence extends. And we will use our utmost efforts to 
discourage and prevent any tendency to disaffection or 
disregard for your Majesty's and our valuable Constitution ; 
and upon all occasions endeavour to approve ourselves 
your Majesty's most faithful, dutiful, and loyal subjects. 

Given under our common seal, at the Guildhall of the 
said Borough and Parish, this tenth day of November, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

Signed by order, and with the concurrence of 

John Starland, Town Clerk. 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Friday, November 10, 1775. 

The Committee met. Present : John Broome, Chairman, 
and thirty-five Members. 

The Sub-Committee appointed to superintend the Elec- 
tion for Deputies to represent the City and County of 
New-York \a Proviucial Congress for the Colony of New- 
York, delivered in their Report; which, being read, was 
unanimously approved of, and is as follows, viz : 

Pursuant to an order of the General Committee, we, 
the subscribers, superintended the Poll taken this day at the 
City Hall, for the election of Deputies to represent this 
City and County in the ensuing Provincial Congress ; and 
do hereby certify, that the following twenty-one Gentle- 
men were chosen by a great majority, viz: 

Peter V, B, Livingston, Jacobus Van Zandl, 

Cornelius Clopper, John Morton, 

Alexander McDougall, Isaac Sears, 

Joseph Hallet, John Ray, 

Thomas Smith, Theodorus Van Wyck, 

Abraham Brasher, Anthony Rutgers, 

Isaac Roosevelt, John Imlay, 

James Beekman, Gabriel W. Ludloiv, 

Benjamin Kissam, Benjamin Helmc, 

John M. Scott, Comfort Sands. 

John Van Cortlandt, 



And we do further certify, that the electors, at the same 
time, did constitute any seven of the forementioned per- 
sons to be a quorum. 

Robert Ray, John Broome, 

Evert Bancker, John Iml,ay. 
Daniel, Phenix, 

New-York, November 7, 1775. 

Ordered, That the Chairman of this Committee deliver 
a certified copy of the aforegoing Report to one of the De- 
puties chosen to represent this City and County in the en- 
suing Provincial Congress. 

Joseph Mount, master of the Sloop Wanton, attending 
at the door, was called in, and informed this Committee 
that he was bound to sea in the said Sloop, and applied 
for leave to take on board Stores and Provisions for a 
captain, mate, seven seamen, a boy, and one passenger, 
for eighteen months, agreeable to the following estimation, 
viz : fifty-six barrels of Beef and Pork, eighteen and a 
half tierces Bread, eighteen barrels Flour, ten barrels 
Peas, thirty dozen Poultry, twenty bushels Corn, fifteen 
small Pigs, ten barrels Potatoes, ten barrels Apples, thirty- 
five hogsheads Water, one quarter-cask Wine, twenty dozen 
York Porter, two barrels Rum, and small Stores. 

The Committee having taken the said application into 
consideration, are of opinion, that the request of Josejih 
Mount is unreasonable ; and, therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Joseph Mount be not permit- 
ted to take on board any more than the following Stores 
and Provisions, viz : Bread, one thousand and eighty 
pounds; Beef and Pork, ten barrels; Flour, two barrels; 
Peas, one barrel ; Poultry, four dozen : Corn, six bushels ; 
three Hogs; Potatoes, two barrels; Apples, two barrels ; 
Water, two hogsheads ; Wine, six dozen ; Porter, six 
dozen ; Rum, one barrel. 

Ordered, That Captain Mount apply to Messrs. Ray 
and Bancker, the Sub-Committee appointed to give a per- 
mission to Masters of Vessels relative to Stores and Pro- 
visions. 

Messrs. Dennis, Lott, and Burling, the Sub-Committee 
appointed to inquire into the conduct of Thomas Pratt, 
relative to his having made some imprudent expressions 
of his determination to set fire to this City, if Troops 
should arrive, reported, that they had waited on Mr. Jar- 
vis, one of Mr. French's evidences against Mr, Pratt, who 
gave them such information as convinced them that Mr. 
Pratt had no intention wantonly or maliciously to set fire 
to or destroy the houses or property of any of the Inha- 
bitants of this City. 

Thereupon, Ordered, That the complaint of Mr.French, 
against Mr. Pratt, be dismissed. 

The Sub-Committee appointed by the General Com- 
mittee to consider of a mode for employing the Industrious 
Poor of this City, and promoting American Manufactures, 
report the following plan, already adopted by one of our 
neighbouring Colonies, as the most eligible, and with some 
small alteration the best adapted to answer the purpose of 
their appointment, subject to such alteration as shall be 
thought necessary at a general meeting of the subscri- 
bers : 

We, the subscribers, being deeply impressed with a 
sense of our present difficulties, and earnestly solicitous, 
as far as in our power, to support the freedom and pro- 
mote the welfare of our Country, on peaceable and con- 
stitutional principles, and well knowing how much the 
establishing Manufactories amongst ourselves would contri- 
bute thereto, besides exciting a general and laudable spirit 
of industry among the poor, and putting the means of sup- 
porting themselves into the hands of many who at present 
are a publick expense ; and also to convince the publick 
that our Country is not unfavourable to the establishing 
Manufactures, do agree to form ourselves into a Company 
for the promoting American Manufactories, on the following 
principles, subject to such rules and regulations as shall be 
hereafter agreed on. 

i. That the Society shall be called, The New- York So- 
ciety for employing the Industrious Poor, and Promoting 
Manufactory. 

ii. That the Company shall continue for three whole 
years, commencing on the day of the first general meet- 
ing of the subscribers. 
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in. That a single share in the Company be fixed at ten 
Pounds; but that every subscriber be at liberty to subscribe 
as many shares as they think proper, and shall be entitled 
to their proportion of the profits arising ; and after pay- 
ment of their respective subscriptions, every subscriber 
shall be entitled to a vote in common on all occasions, and 
also to be elected to any office belonging to the Company ; 
and no person shall be intrusted with any office but a mem- 
ber thereof. 

iv. That we will begin with the manufacturing of wool- 
lens, linen, cotton, and nails, and carry on the same to the 
greatest extent and advantage our stock will admit of, dur- 
ing the three years aforesaid ; for which purpose we do 
agree to pay into the hands of the Treasurer, who shall be 
hereafter chosen, one moiety of full one-half of each of 
our subscriptions, within one week after the first general 
meeting of the subscribers, and the other moiety within 
two months after the aforesaid general meeting ; all which 
moneys, paid as aforesaid, together with all the profits arising 
from the manufactory, shall be continued as Company stock 
for the space and to the full end of three whole years, 
commencing on the day of the first general meeting of the 
subscribers aforesaid. 

v. That the general meeting of the subscribers shall be 
called by written tickets, within one week after two hun- 
dred subscribers are obtained, in order to choose by ballot, 
for the first year, twelve Managers, a Secretary, and Trea- 
surer; to fix the time of the annual meeting for our future 
elections, and to do all other matters and things as may be 
deemed necessary for the better regulating the affairs of 
the Company. 

vi. That one-third of the managers, and no more, be 
changed annually on the day of election, by re-electing 
eight of the old managers, and adding four new to their 
number, and on the death or departure of the City and its 
Districts of any manager, for the space of three calendar 
months, the other managers may choose another in his 
stead, who shall be considered as acting in the room of the 
deceased or departed manager. 

vti. That the managers carry on the manufactory agree- 
able to the rules of the Company, and shall have the whole 
direction thereof, and shall attend two by two, in turn, every 
day at the manufactory store, at such hours as they shall 
agree upon, to oversee the business, draw orders on the 
Treasurer, and give the necessary directions. 

viii. That the Treasurer shall give security for the faith- 
ful discharge of his trust; and account for and deliver up 
to his successor in said office all such moneys, books, wri- 
tings, and effects, as shall then be in his hands, belonging 
to the Company, at such times as the managers, or a ma- 
jority of them, shall direct and require ; which security the 
managers are hereby required to see duly given, executed, 
and recorded in the office for recording of deeds for the 
County of New- York, before any such Treasurer, so elect- 
ed, shall enter upon his said office ; and the Treasurer is 
hereby enjoined to answer no order but such as shall be 
signed by the two attending managers for the day, as afore- 
said, which said orders shall be good vouchers to indemnify 
him. 

ix. That a state of the manufactory, and of the Com- 
pany's accounts, shall be fairly made out at the end of 
every six months, and kept in the manufactory store, for 
the inspection of the members. 

x. That the managers shall have power to call a gen- 
eral meeting as often as they shall find it necessary to take 
the advice of the Company in any affair, or to lay any 
proposal or matter of importance before them. 

xi. That after the first general meeting of the subscri- 
bers, three weeks' notice of the time and place of meeting, 
in one of the newspapers, shall be sufficient to call a gen- 
eral meeting of the Company ; and no rule nor regulation 
shall be binding on the Company, but such as shall have 
received the approbation of a majority of the members 
present at a general meeting. 

Garret Abeel, Theophilus Anthony, 
Comfort Sands, Abraham Lott, 
John Woodward, Patt. Dennis, _.. ;;:; 
John Ramsay, 

The foregoing Report, being read and considered in the 



General Committee, is unanimously approved of as proper 
to be recommended to the consideration of the Inhabitants 
of this City ; and that two persons be appointed in each 
Ward to obtain subscriptions.* 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, November 10, 1775. 

Sir: I do myself the honour to enclose you a return 
of the prisoners of the Seventh and Twenty-Sixth, as also 
of those of the Navy, all of which go to your Government ; 
and I have ordered Captain Molt, who conducts them, to 
dispose of them as your Honour shall direct, and beg you 
will send your orders for that purpose to Canaan. From 
Major Preston, and the officers of the Twenty-Sixth Re- 
giment, I have experienced the most polite and friendly 
attentions when I was a stranger and a traveller in Ireland. 
A return of good offices is the duty of every honest man; 
and I therefore beg leave to recommend them to your 
Honour's notice, and would wish, if there is any choice in 
the quarters which you shall destine to them, that theirs 
were the best, which I shall consider as a particular favour 
done me. 

1 am your Honour's most obedient and most humble 

servant, 

rHiLip Schuyler. 

To Governour Trumbull. 

Names of the Officers, Non- Commissioned Officers, and 
Private Men, brought Prisoners from Chambly. 
The Hon. Joseph Stopford, Major; William Godwin, 
Captain of Artillery; John Morrison, John Shuttleworth, 
Ebitson Hamer, — — Barrington, Lieutenants ; Surgeon 
Huddleston; Captain Algee, Navy ; McCullock, Commis- 
sary-General of Provisions, QuebecJc. 

Captain Arthur Hill Brice, with his servant, left sick at 
Chambly. 
Sergeant-Major Wood, Isaac Pearce, 
Sergeant Ouekett, Peter Ward, 

Sergeant Leaver, Thomas Rylie, 

Sergeant Gould, Joseph Edwards, 

Sergeant Taylor, Stephen Lockin, 

Sergeant Lomax, William Powell, 

Sergeant Kearsley, John Teate, 

Corporal Atkins, John Berry, 

Corporal Walker, James Wood, 

Corporal McLeod, James Watham, 

Corporal Mowat, Josiah Dugmore, 

Corporal White, James Neal, 

Corporal Ewyens, Henry Adams, 

Corporal Wm. Bradshaw, Thomas Richardson, 
Corporal Rich. Bradshaw, James Murdock, 
Corporal Smith, Thomas Shears, 

Robert Ryre, Thomas Tomlin, 

John Smith, William Ketley, 

William Such, 26th Reg't. George Lang, 
James Day, " Oliver Whittle, 

Thos. Humphreys, " William Downing, 

William Ruston, John Smith, 

John Dukins, Stephen Mumford, 

William Rowden, John Frazer, 

Thomas Houghton, John Anderton, 

James White, William Hendrick, 

* Mr. Holt : It gave me pleasure to see a scheme in your lust paper, 
proposed by the Committee of this City, for establishing a Lmen and 
Woollen Manufactory, the utility of which is so obvious, that every 
friend to his Country in this City, whose abilities will admit, will no doubt 
cheerfully become adventurers in the scheme ; for not only the neces- 
sity we will soon be in for woollen and linen clotli, if our unhappy 
differences between Great Britain and America are not sboff amicably 
settled, but the principles of humanity, ought to induce us to put the 
scheme immediately into execution, as it will instantly employ some 
hundreds of the industrious poor, who are at present in want of tho 
necessaries of life: they would then cheerfully eat the bread of indus. 
try, and, instead of being a burden to the community, they would be 
of infinite . service to their Country ; and while many of our brethren 
are exposing their lives in support of our civil and religious liberties, 
they would bo usefully employed in providing them with necessary 
clothing. No person need be intimidated from engaging in such a 
scheme ; for I aver it, that this Country has many advantages for car- 
rying on the linen manufactories, superior either to Great Britain or 
Ireland, which can "be fully elucidated. I hope that those gentlemen 
who are appointed to receive subscriptions will not meet withthe least 
difficulty in speedily raising the stipulated sum. 

I am, yours, &c, A Friend to American Manufactory. 
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-Faul Price, 
John Watson, 
William Wilkinson, 
Daniel Smith, 
Thos. Hall, Drum-Major. 
John Miller, 
George Caton, 
George Bullings, 
Samuel Green, 
Joseph Jeffcott, 
Thomas Richardson, 
Patrick Sinnot, 
Anthony Shatford, 
John Barber, 

Officers, - - - 
Non-Commissioned 
Women, - - - 
Children, - - 



John Francisco, 
Edward Farrestal, 
John Burckley, 
John Nelly, 

J. Wilkinson, Drummer. 
Adam Tilford, 
Donald Sutherland, 
William Blakeny. 

ARTILLERY. 

Bombardier Barbour, 
Thomas Miles, 
John Brownie, 
William Folios. 



Mons. Soumande, absent. 
Mons. La Ronde, absent. 
Mons. Ducheney, 
Mons. Salabery, sick. 
Mons. Demussaux, 
Mons. La Marque, 
Mons. Foucher, sick. 
Mons. Vincent, 
Mons. Gamelin, sick. 
Mons. Shmith, 
Mons. Gaucher, sick. 
Mons. Grasson, Cadet, ab- 
sent. 
Mons. Derussaux, absent. 



Mons. Joly, absent. 

Mons. Lajoie, absent. 

Mons. Corbin, absent. 

Mons. Le Feire de Belfeu- 
ille, 

Mons. Bossin, absent. 

Mons. Boulanger, 

Mons. Auger, 

Mons. Poitier, 

Captain Samuel McKay, ab- 
sent to New-York, for 
fourteen days, by Gene- 
ral Schuyler's leave; from 
thence to go to Trenton. 



Officers and Privates, 



9 

78 
30 
51 



Total, Jlgfe 

N. B. Two women and one child gone to St. John's. 
J. Stopford, Major Royal Fusileers. 

Officers of the Royal Fusileers taken at St. John's, 
November 3, 1775. 
Captain Kinnear, Lieutenant Peacock, 

. Captain Neivmarch, Lieutenant Desperd, 

Captain Dundee ; left sick Lieutenant Anstruther, 

at St. John's. Lieutenant Duffe, 

Captain Hesketh-, absent Lieutenant Hughes, 
with Gen. Montgomery's Lieutenant Andrie ; gone 
] e a Ve# to Montreal as Quarter- 

Captain Baillie, master. 

Lieutenant Hay, Lieutenant Campbell. 

John Kinnear, Captain Royal Fusileers. 

OFFICERS OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH REGIMENT. 



Major Preston, 
Captain Gordon, absent 
Captain Strong, 
Captain Stuart, 
Captain Livingston 



Lieutenant Richard son, ab- 
sent to New-York, for 
fourteen days, by Gene- 
ral Schuyler's leave. 

Lieutenant Cuppaidge, 



Lieutenant Dunhunty, ab- Lieutenant McDonald 

sent. Ensign Willirigton, 

Lieutenant Borough, vbs't Ensign Thomas, 

to New-York, for four- Ensign Gordon, 

teen days, by General Major Millar, absent. 

Schuyler's leave. Captain Robinson, Royal 

Lieutenant Thompson, Emigrants. 

OFFICERS OF THE NAFY.. 

Captain Hunter, sent with General Mont- 

Midshipman Stanhope, gomery's leave. 

Captain's Clerk, Kempe, Ship-Builder, Capt. Thomp- 
Surgeon Sandon, son, absent with General 

Commissary Morrison, ab- Montgomery's leave. # 

OFFICERS OF ARTILLERY - . 

Capt. Lieutenant Edward Second Lieutenant Thomas 
Williams, of Col. Phi- Ablott, of Capt. Jones's 

Company, absent with 
General Montgomery's 
leave. 
John Smith, o{ Capt.Jones's 
Company, absent to New- 
York, for fourteen days, 
with General Schuyler's 
leave. 



lips' s Company, absent 
with General Montgo- 
mery's leave. 
FirsF Lieutenant Jacob 
Schalch, of Capt Jones's 
Company, absent with 
General Montgomery's 
leave. 

Return of the French Officers taken Prisoners at St, 
John's, November 3, 1775. 

Mons. De Rehire, 
Mons. De. Longuellea, 
Mons. Montesson, 



OFFICERS OF MILITIA. 

Mons, Jacques Harvieux, Mons. Bapt. Harvieux, 
absent, leave of Gen. Mons. Moquin, 
Montgomery. Mons. Grisson L'Aine. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL WILLIAM WOODFORD. 

Cambridge, November 10, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the ISth September came 
to my hands on Wednesday last, through Boston, and open, 
as you may suppose. It might be well to recollect by 
whom you sent it, in order to discover if there has not 
been some treachery practised. 

' I do not mean to flatter when I assure you that 1 highly 
approve of your appointment, The inexperience you com- 
plain of is a common case, and only to be remedied by 
practice and close attention, The best general advice I 
can give, and which I am sure you stand in no need of, is 
to be strict in your discipline ; that is, to require nothing 
unreasonable of your officers and men, but see that what- 
ever is required be punctually complied with. Reward 
and punish every man according to his merit, without par- 
tiality or prejudice. Hear his complaints. If well founded, 
redress them ; if otherwise, discourage them, in order to 
prevent frivolous ones. Discourage vice iri every shape, 
and impress upon the mind of every man, from the first to 
the lowest, the importance of the cause, and what it is they 
are contending for. Forever keep in view the necessity 
of guarding against surprises. In all your marches, at times, 
at least, even when there is no possible danger, move with 
front, rear, and flank guards, that they may be familiarized 
to the use; and be regular in your encampments, appoint- 
ing necessary guards for the security of your camp. In 
short, whether you expect an enemy or not, this should be 
practised ; otherwise your attempts will be confused and 
awkward when necessary. Be plain and precise in your 
orders, and keep copies of them to refer to, that no mis- 
takes may happen. Be easy and condescending' in your 
deportment to your officers, but not too familiar, lest you 
subject yourself to a want of that respect which is neces- 
sary to support a proper command. These, Sir, not be- 
cause I .think "you need the advice, but because you have 
been condescending enough to ask it, I have presumed to 
give as the great outlines of your conduct. 

•As to the manual exercise, the evolutions and ma- 
noeuvres of a regiment, with other knowledge necessary 
to the soldier, you will acquire them from those authors 
who have treated upon these subjects, among whom Bland 
(the newest edition) stands foremost ; also an Essay on the 
Art of War; Instructions for Officers, lately published at 
Philadelphia ; the Partisan ; Young, and others. 

My compliments to Mrs. Woodford ; and that everysuc- 
cess.may attend you in this glorious struggle, is the sincere 
and ardent wish of, dear Sir, your affectionate humble ser- 

' George. Washington. 



Mons. La Morandiere, 
Mons. Borcehervalle, ab- 
sent, sick. 
Mons. RoUviUe, 
Mons. SemWin,absent,sick. 
Mons. Lotbildert, 



Mons. Tonnancour, 

Mons. Deehanbaux, 

Mons. Chr. St. Ours, 

Mons. Cruisy, absent, sick. 

Mons.jFj&ric/, 

Mons. ICamcrdeleine', absent, 
leave :of tlen. Montgo- 
mery.' 

Mons, Fleuremon, 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge, November 10, 1775. 

Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency General 
Washington to forward papers relative to the Sloop Polly 
and Schooner Industry, with the Captains and sailors ; also, 
Mr. Jabez Hatch, who appears to be a noted tory, and 
is owner of one of these vessels, which was taken by one 



1429 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, fee, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1430 



of the armed vessels fitted out at the Continental expense. 
You will please to return these papers after you have ex- 
amined them, and the honourable Council will do with the 
prisoners as to them shall seem proper. 

His Excellency will be glad to see the papers found on 
board the schooner from Ireland. Your sending them as 
soon as possible will oblige him. As the General Officers 
are all now sitting with him, he will be pleased to commu- 
nicate to them their contents. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, Sir, your 

most humble servant, c »« r, - ■--. 
' S. Moylan, sec. p. t. 

The Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker, Sic. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO THE COMMITTEE OF NEWBURYPORT. 

Cambridge, November 10, 1775. 

Sir : It has been represented to his Excellency General 
Washington, that the Indians at and about Penobscot are 
in great want of powder; and that, if they cannot be sup- 
plied by us with some, they will make application to the 
enemy, who, no doubt, would gladly embrace such an op- 
portunity of making them their .friends. I have it, there- 
fore, in command from his Excellency, to request the favour 
of the Committee of Safety of Newbury, to give, for the 
use of those Indians, two barrels out of their stock, which 
his Excellency will replace, if it is not dope by the legisla- 
tive body of this Province. ... . . 

Captain Jedediah Freble, who is come down on Jhis 
errand, will receive the powder, and has direction? n.pt to 
apply it to any but the use intended. Your compliance 
with this request will be gratefully acknowledged by his 
Excellency. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Stephen Moylan. 

II, Wentworth, Esq., Chairman, fee. 



COSMOPOLITAN, NO, III. 

To the Inhabitants of the American Colonies. 
Friends and Fellow- Citizens :_ 

We are strangely inattentive to the events of past ages. 
We read of the rise of Kingdoms and the ruin of Empires, 
together with the causes that produced them, as we peruse 
the fables of antiquity. Never giving ourselves the trouble 
of comparing and applying former occurrences, which are 
the beacons to warn posterity, with our own times, we turn 
over a few pages, are pleased with. the tale, close the. book, 
and the impressions die away. The consequences flowing 
from certain actions. are much the, same in a]! ages. We 
may derive knowledge, through the channels of history, 
from the fountains of remote time. By observing the be- 
haviour of others, we gain experience for our own corjeiuct, 
and are taught what things to pursue after, and what to 
avoid. It is likewise not uncommon, when the thunder 
begins. tpj.umb.le a.t. ajpear distance, when the political at- 
mosphere is black Jind gloomy, when, amidst the scenes of 
war, misery, and distress, serious prospects open to view, 
to be lost in the contemplation of present difficulties, and 
to forget the origin, progress, and those links in the.. chain 
which have led to such, threatening calamities. This 
knowledge is, however, necessary, as it furnishes materials 
of immediate utility. I must, therefore, my dear country- 
men, beg your full recollection^ of the. historical ..sketch. in 
my last, and y u r equal attention to the contents of the 
present ; that by... comparing the intrigues, oppressions, 
practices, and the secret progress of slavery in: our own 
State, which had brought it to totter on the verge of de- 
struction, with those ..which, have proved fatal to the free- 
dom of others, you may be led to adore the goodness of 
that guardian angel who, as wsrwere insensibly gliding into 
the most abject state.. of humiliation, has, we trust, kindly 
snatched us from the jaws of ruin, Being no courtier, I 
shall produce.: you the ..materials .for the .comparison with 
freedom, uninfluenced, by private pique or party spirit; as 
a descendant of one. who, in search of liberty, found it in a 
desert, as a member :pf. a. coram. unity struggling for .its 
rights, I shall do it witjrsenpnsriess and .becoming sensi- 
bility. ■ ',. -,,. - ■■■",:'-.' 

I shall take the Massachusetts Province, only, as an in- 



stance ; not only because the stabs she received were the 
stabs of America, but because similar oppressions, manage- 
ment, and arts of subjugation, were pursued in all the other 
Colonies. 

Taking, then, a part for the whole, I assert, and will 
prove it, that America has been trembling under the rod 
of tyranny for several years ; that her neck has been galled 
by the yoke, and her spirits, for a time, almost subdued ; 
that the shackles have been forged and put upon her 
hands ; and, judging of what was to come from what we felt, 
had they been riveted, we should have been the servants 
of servants, the most despicable of God's creation. I as- 
sert, that we have enjoyed little more than the formalities, 
without the real advantages of liberty ; that, under the 
habits of regularity, real anarchy, confusion, and concealed 
tyranny, had made_an amazing progress. This is the ill- 
shaped monster into which our Government has gradually 
been forming. The cockatrice, though hatched in an 
earlier period, could not stretch itself until nurtured by the 
fostering hand of its recent nurses. They brooded over 
it, gave it genial warmth, and made it a brat in their own 
likeness. I .assert, further, as matter of opinion, that the 
destruction of the tea, and the assumption of government 
into the hands of the people, was the happy dawn of a 
bright and glorious day ; that at this instant, notwithstand- 
ing fire and fagot are spreading desolation far and wide, the 
western world is now in blossom ; that the flames that have 
consumed the dwellings of our countrymen will serve only 
to whet up the edge of our courage, to add a brilliancy to 
our sufferings, light up the lamps of fame ; and that the 
trump of renown, in the mouths of revering posterity, will 
hail us the bulwajks of general liberty and the friends of 
mankind- Be this as it may, one thing is certain : that a 
state of war, that the consequences of independency, that 
no state can be more depressing to the spirits of English- 
men, than the state we have been in for years that are 
past. 

Two instances may show how a dread of power had 
blunted the ardour of an Englishman's resolution. When 
the tool of a Ministerial despot, from the wantonness of 
revenge, had drove the Assembly from their State-House 
in Boston, how did they resent the gross affront ? They 
came to what they called a constitutional stand : maintained 
thejr_ ground for a while, and then (T had almost said 
shamefully) gave it up. Britons, upon discovering an 
arbitrary, vindictive display of prerogatives, would have 
returned to their legal and usual seat of residence, and pro- 
ceeded to business.. 

The conduct of the people upon the surrender of the 
Castle, that important fortress erected by the Province, its 
defence and security, must be imputed either to an affec- 
tionate scrupulosity of displeasing the Parent State, or to 
such sentiments of the heart as I blush to. name. In honour 
to my countrymen, I hope it was the former. But no one 
effectual step was taken to recover it from the hands of 
Ministerial butchers, It is true, the Assembly addressed 
the Justice of the King, by a dry remonstrance. It might 
have been but the spirit of Englishmen, had we addressed 
the hearts of pur enemies by more forcible weapons, and 
bound the. traitorous betrayer of his Country's rights in 
fetters of iron, and packed him off to his royal master. 
This, perfidious wretch has since dared to exult in (he suc- 
cess of his treachery. It is too much for. mortals to recol- 
lects JIorummeminis.se non possum sine indignatione qua- 
darn. But not to dwell upon particulars: 

~Let any one recollect the uninterrupted series of oppres- 
sions, cruelty, and barbarity , under which we have laboured, 
from the Grenvijlici.'n. tP the late pitiful exertions of the 
present Minister, and he must confess that no sorrows for 
their origin, nature, and circumstances, have been like our 
sorrows. He must confess what I. have advanced, that we 
have suffered all the hprrours of slavery, under the formal- 
ities; qf jaJcee. GoyernrflMU ...1 say, let.him recollect, for 
its description wpuld baffle the force of genius, and exceed 
the. boldest flights of fancy. On this subject' language is 

barren, and imagination wing-broken. 

While .the [wounds we fed. .received from, the Stanrp Act 
were still' bleeding, theRevenue Laws fretted .the.sore, and 
paused it to gape anew:. These _acts. were, the .designed 
cri.terions Qf.Brithh authority. Had we been deceived, 
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coaxed, frightened, or forced into a recognition of this mon- 
strous power, American liberty would have been gone for- 
ever. The wise and the virtuous saw this, but their line 
of conduct was the cold line of prudence. The times re- 
quired a more spirited procedure. But men's minds were 
forming for something future. The period is now arrived. 
While our chair, as to the purposes of doing good, was filled 
with a mere machine, wheeled about by Ministerial agen- 
cy, whose hands were tied up and formed for mischief by 
sought-for instructions, the people were sinking under the 
capricious weight of the same authority. While our 
Board had become the simple skeletons of power, without 
nerves or sinews, and, in some of its hebdomadal sessions, 
tools to the duped, our House was a well formed mass of 
matter, with feverish pulses, but without real strength or 
energy. It was wearied, dragooned, dogged, and harassed 
into unworthy compliances. I do not mention it as matter 
of blame, but a subject of pity. It struggled to the utmost; 
what could it do? Its greatest merit was to bear grace- 
fully; its greatest strength, to lay still. Our misfortune was 
the fault of the limes, the temper of the day, the policy 
of the Continent. How could it be otherwise, when the 
spirit of the Continent could see, as it did see, the legisla- 
tive authority of one Colony entirely suspended, and the 
Representatives of another drove, by the mouth of cannon 
and the points of bayonets, from their usual and legal place 
of residence, with as much insignificancy as a marching 
posse of regulars, with a corporal at their head, crosses 
a green ? Thus the bare badge and semblance_ of a Gov- 
ernour, with all the pageantry of power, and a band of 
mercenaries at his heels, (those curses of the day, and 
scourges of mankind,) bursted the sacred bands of society 
asunder, and dried up the sources of justice. This perver- 
sion of faith has been the arts of the little despots of the 
day. Instructions first wrote for, and then made the pre- 
tence for opposing every attempt in the Assembly for the 
good of their constituents. The interest of the Governour 
and that of the people consisting in opposite extremes, when, 
by a prostitution of the laws in being, he could not be the 
author of positive evil, he was a never-failing obstruction 
to future good, by proscribing the advantages of new laws. 
Every discouragement, check, and restriction, was practised, 
to goad down our necks to a vile dependance. Hedged 
out from the advantages of Government, such a mockery 
from power, such a delusion of command, has heightened 
the colours of our slavery; such an insult upon our feelings 
has made servitude more servile. The American, gene- 
rous and humane, has suffered his private virtue to betray 
him into a weakness in politicks. He. too prone in excus- 
ing long the servants of the people, the first dawnings, and 
even repeated instances of tyranny, he imputes to any 
cause, rather than an oppressive design. But when he 
discovers a long premeditated plan ; when he sees himself 
impoverished, plundered, robbed, and distressed, he be- 
comes determined and daring, a tide of just indignation 
swells his veins, and neither the ornaments of power nor 
the trappings of state will sooth the fervour of his spirits. 
They may lift the culprit to higher view, and render his 
fall the more conspicuous. But to return to our history. 

[t was not enough to see our Representatives contemn- 
ed, insulted, held in duresse, by a mere fang of power; not 
enough to be shut out from the advantages of enacting 
wholesome laws, and a printer who dared to publish the 
truth, marked out for destruction; not enough to see law, 
justice, and the principles of a free Constitution, set at de- 
fiance — but the very shadows of freedom must be puffed 
away by the contaminated breath of a Minister. Is it pos- 
sible that a King of the Brunswick line should stoop from 
the dignity of his station to prescribe the form of a pream- 
ble to a Provincial law? That he should instruct the rep- 
resentative of his own virtues to assent to no law which 
oontained in its purview w r ords purporting the authority by 
which it was enacted? Is it possible that an assembly of 
freemen should submit to the wanton restriction, as it leads 
to servitude and all the absurdities of the Tresillian ^ doc- 
trine? I repeat it from memory, but for its confirmation 
appeal to the Records of the House — the Assembly strange- 
ly complied. Was there any occult meaning, any magick 
threatening the supremacy of Parliament, any treason, any 
thing that looked like riots, routs, unlawful assemblies, 



or combinations of a dangerous tendency, that these five 
words, "by authority of the same," must be proscribed 
and forever struck out, shamefully banished the code of 
our Provincial laws? Was the very form of liberty so odious 
in the eyes of the " best of Princes," that the most obse- 
quious of his subjects could not be indulged with its mere 
shadow ? I say shadow — I blush for my countrymen — 1 
speak it with indignation, nothing else remained. I beg 
pardon for being ludicrous upon a subject so melancholy! 
I feel a sacred loyalty for Kings and the Representatives 
of Majesty, but the transaction merits consummate con- 
tempt. 

Other badges, or rather effects of slavery, were the un- 
constitutional Board of Commissioners, and its twin sister, 
the Court of Admiralty. These two hopeful children of 
oppression have been constantly merchandising in cruelty, 
knavery, injustice, and bribery. However black these 
charges may seem, they can be proved by evidence and 
supported by arguments. The former of these monsters 
had a numerous offspring, without property or sentiment, 
of pimps, clerks, and tide-waiters, who rioted on the spoils 
of the people, living by plunder and peculation. The 
latter, rendered despicable to an odious degree by some 
e ? tr ? ord !. nai y d^iJipns,;was well calculatedjo enslave and 
procure submissions, and, by its expansions; to be destruc- 
tive of that jewel in the English Constitution, trial by juries. 

The egregious violation of our charter, in the indepen- 
dency of our Governour, was completing the tragedy, and 
productive of the worst of evils. This opened ne°w scenes. 
Unchecked, and without control from the governed, he 
assumed airs, prerogatives wantoned in all their licentious 
rigour, power grown rSfnpant, opposition ineffectual, and 
every moving popular principle, except the tongues of the 
oppressed, was sealed in silence. The liberty of the press 
was basely, was infamously attacked by this dignified bribed 
oppressor — a privilege ever dear to Englishmen, as it is 
an engine fruitful of mighty events, in battering down the 
strong holds of the powerful. It should always be viewed 
with jealousy, and defended at every hazard. Tyrants 
have often felt its force, and wreaked their malice against 
it. Says the ingenious Hume, '■' It is sufficiently known 
that arbitrary power would steal in upon us," we're we not 
extremely watchful to prevent its progress, and were there 
not an easy way of conveying the alarm from one end of 
the Kingdom to the other. The spirit of the people must 
frequently be roused, in order to curb the ambition of the 
Court, and the dread of that spirit's being roused must be 
employed to prevent that ambition. Nothing so effectual 
to this pirrpose as the liberty of the press, by which all the 
learning, wit, and genius of the nation may be employed 
on the side of liberty, and every one be animated to its 
defence." It is from the efficacy of this that our opposi- 
tion is so respectable, our unanimity so ample. It is equal- 
ly open to the Court and the Country, to the man in pub- 
lick life, and the private speculator, who may have the 
world for his theatre, and the publick for the object of his 
beneficence, while buried in obscurity, and confined to the 
smoke of his own chimney. In this way, many have been 
the watchings in our day, long the lucubrations, great the 
toils, and constant the labours, of some obscure individuals, 
God knows, for the good of their Country. Yet very 
contracted must have been their sphere, and useless their 
private efforts, had they been confined to that narrow circle 
into which the lot of Providence had cast them. But this 
liberty of the press, which is of common, right the palla- 
dium of freedom, important as it is, and useful as it must 
be, has been attacked with impunity by the sacrilegious 
hand of a "pensioned Governour. ...?.. 

I must reserve the remainder of this catalogue, which 
blackens the escutcheons of^n Hutchinson, and gives him 
a plenitude of infamy, to some future Tinmber. I think 
this, at least, is very apparent from the adduced instances: 
that if our disease was not slavery itself, it had most of its 
threatening symptoms, and was hastening fast to a crisis; 
if it was riot the worst we had to fear, it was what Den- 
mark, France, and Spain, died of. We are now in a fair 
way of recovery; let us not relapse by our own supine- 
ness, inattention, or cowardice, 

Worqester, MaslichuHetta, November 10,"} 775. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Wednesday, September 20, 1775. 

The House met according to adjournment. 

The following Gentlemen were returned Members from 
the Towns hereafter mentioned, viz : 

George Godfrey, Esq., from the Town of Taunton. 

Mr. David Field and Mr. Samuel Wells, from the 
Towns of Deerjield and Conway. 

Mr. William Cooper, for the Town of Boston.. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonel Orne, Mr. Story, 
Mr. Greenleaf, and Mr. Jewett, be a Committee to wait 
upon the majority of the honourable Council, and acquaint 
them that a Quorum of this House is present, and ready 
to proceed to business. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed by this Court, 
to bring in a Tax Bill, be instructed to insert a clause 
directing the Assessors of the several Towns in this Colo- 
ny to consider the Officers and Soldiers now in the Army 
as residents in their respective Towns, and tax them ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Wood was appointed on said Committee, in the 
room of Mr. Devens, otherwise. engaged, .... . 

Ordered, That the Memorial of the Hon. Enoch Free- 
man, Esq., entered last Session, be recommitted to Deacon 
Nichols, Mr. Greenleaf, and Mr. Crane. 

Afternoon. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of Inspection for 
Deer-Island, relative to the taking a Sloop and Schooner, 
supposed to be in the service of our enemies, was read, and 
committed to Colonel Godfrey, Mr. Wood, Captain Fos- 
ter, Captain Stone, and Captain Batcheliler, who were 
directed to confer with the gentlemen who presented the 
same, and report what is proper tojbe done thereon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Deacon Stickney, and 
Colonel Spaulding, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, be a Committee to devise /ways and means for 
supplying the Army with Wood. 

In Council, September 20, 1775: Read and concurred; 
and Benjamin Lincoln and Benjamin White, Esqs., are 
joined. 

Thursday, September 21, 1775. 

A Petition of William Owen, one of the Selectmen of 
the Town o( Falmouth, praying the Court to order a sum 
of Money to be granted them, to procure Provisions for 
billeting the Soldiers, stationed in said Tpwn, was read ; 
and the petitioner had leave to withdraw it. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins,. Mr. Greenleaf, and Mr. 
Mills, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve for the purpose 
of directing payment to be made foj one month's billeting 
the Soldiers stationed on the sea-coasts, to commence from 
the day of their enlistment. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry bring in a Resolve directing 
the several Colonels of the Massachusetts Forces to exhibit 
to this House a return of the names of the merr ht. their 
respective Regiments. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve for 
paying one month's billeting to the Officers and Soldiers 
stationed on the sea-coasts, reported. 

The Report was recommitted, and the Committee were 
directed to extend the pay for billeting to two months. 

A Petition of Stephen Husscy and others, of Nantucket, 
praying for liberty to send a number of Vessels to_sea on 
whaling voyages, was read, and committed to Colonel 
Orne, Mr, Wood, and Colonel Thayer. 

~A Petition of Warwick Palfrey, of Salem, praying the 
Court to approve of his intgntion to send a Vessel ioBalti- 
more for Flour and other.,Prpyisions, was read, and commit- 
ted to Colonel .Grout, Mr. Story, and Deacon Nichols. 

■. ■_-: ■•'■■ Afternoon, 

A Petition of David Bradish, for himself and in behalf 
of a number of the Inhabitants or the Town of Falmouth, 
praying that this Court would direct them what to do ■ with 
fifty white pine Masts, taken from Captain Thomas Co u lson, 
was read, and committed. to .Mr. H<*U, Colonel Gftmt t and 
Mr, Woodbridge. 



A Petition of Samuel Noycs, for himself and in behalf 
of a number of Inhabitants of the Town of Falmouth, pray- 
ing this Court to direct them what to do with a Boat, and 
seven white pine Masts and Bowsprits, taken from Captain 
Thomas Coulson, was read, and committed to the Commit- 
tee last chosen. 

The Committee on the Petition of Wanoick Palfrey 
reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Petitioner have full liberty to bring 
in his said Schooner at Baltimore, in Maryland, a cargo 
of Flour, and other produce of that country, to the Port of 
Salem, 

In Council, September 22, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That there be paid out of the publick Treasu- 
ry of this Colony, to the Selectmen and others appointed 
by Congress to billet the Officers and Soldiers raised for 
the defence of the sea-coasts, or to their order, two months' 
billeting of said Officers and Soldiers, from the time of their 
enlistment, according to the rate established by Congress. 

In Council, September 21, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Major Hawley, Colonel Orne, and Mr. 
Hopkins, be a Committee to make inquiry of Captain 
Glover, relative to the manufacture of Saltpetre, at Wind- 
sor, in Connecticut. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, to the Hon. Enoch Freeman, Esq., 
and Mr. William Owen, two of the Selectmen of the Town 
of Falmouth, for the use of said Town, the sum of twenty 
Pounds, in order to enable them to supply the Powder, 
Ball, and Flints, mentioned in the within Petition ;*■ and 
the Treasurer is accordingly ordered to pay the same. 

In Council, September 21, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Friday, September 22, 1775. 

A Petition of Elisha Cobb, of Welljleet, in behalf of 
Elisha Doane, E<q., and others, praying for liberty to send 
off a number of Vessels on whaling voyages, was read, and 
committed to Captain Bragdon, Deacon Codding, and 
Dr. Gunn. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Deacon Nichols, Mr. Mills, 
Mr. Hubbard, and Deacon Raivson, be a Committee to 
consider the expediency of paying off the Massachusetts 
Forces to the first of August last past. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the Report of 
the Committee appointed to devise means for supplying 
the Anriy with Wood, 

Read Land, considered, and the matter was ordered to 
subside. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Colonel Bowers, Colonel 
Orne, Colonel Thompson, and Mr. Durfee, be a Commit- 
tee to consider the Petition of Stephen Hussey and others, 
of Nantucket ; also, the Petition of Elisha Cobb, of Well- 
jleet, and all Petitions of a similar kind ; and also to take 
a general view of the trade of this Colony, and report some 
rules relative thereto. 

A Petition of the Committee of Inspection of the Town 
of Bristol, praying the direction of this Court with respect 
to the. Sloop Sally, taken from one Andrew Johnson, was 
read, and committed to Mr. Hall, Colonel Grout, and Mr. 
Woodbridge. 

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the honourable 
Board, for the Petition of Warwick Palfrey. 

: * Petition of Enoch Freeman, of Falmouth, in the County of Cumber- 
land, in said Colony, Esquire, humbly shows : That the Selectmen of 
said Town, agreeable to a resolve of the late Provincial Congress, 
supplied the soldiers stationed in that Town to guard the sea-coast 
With ninety weight of powder, one hundred and sixty weight of bajl, and 
fprty.five dozen, of flints, out of the Town stock, as per their account 
herewith. Therefore your petitioner prays the said powder", balls, and 
flints, may b" immediately replaced, or so much money rlcpositod in 
tho hinds of som? snitible person as will purchase the Rime. And 
your potilioner further shows, that the Selectmen of Slid Town have 
taken the utmost pains to procure powder, far and near, but have hitherto 
failed ; that their stock of powder is too smill to bo mentioned ; and 
th.it no Town is more exposed to the enemy than that ; that the inha- 
bitants have lately provided carriages and mounted several fine cannon, 
which, had they powler, would greatly help them in their defence; 
whorefore, your petitioner humbly prays this honourable Court would 
take their critical and dangerous circumstances into consideration, and 
grant said Town, by way of loan or otherwise, three or four barrels of 
powdjr, until the Said Town can supply themselves. And your p ti- 
tionar, as in duty bjund, shall ever pray. 
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Afternoon. 

A Petition of Captain John Lane, representing that 
his .Company is suffering for want of Money, Coats, and 
Blankets, and praying relief, was read, and committed to 
Captain Balchelder, Mr. Starkweather, and Major John- 
son. 

A Petition of John Riordan, praying a Permit to send 
his Sloop to the Island of St. Croix, was read, and com- 
mitted to the Committee on Trade. 

A Petition of the Selectmen and Committee of Corres- 
pondence of the Town of 'Hard wick, praying the direction 
of this Court with respect to the Estate of Timothy Hag- 
gles, was read, and committed to Mr. Allen, Mr. Bent, 
and Captain Brown. 

The Committee on the two Orders of Colonel Arnold 
reported. The Report was recommitted, and the Com- 
mittee were directed to sit again forthwith. 

A Petition from the Committee of Waldoborough, pray- 
ing the Court to consider the distressed circumstances of 
said Town, and grant relief to the Inhabitants, was read, 
and committed to Mr. Wopdbridge, Mr. ' JDurfee, and Mr. 
Wilson. 

The Report of the Committee appointed by the late 
Congress to agree with the Post-Riders, he, was read, 
and committed to Mr. Pitts, Deacon Codding, Colonel 
Bowers, Colonel Thayer, and Mr, Phillips. 

A Petition of Jeduthan Baldwin, praying pay for his 
services as an Engineer In Colonel Gridley's Regiment of 
Artillery, was read, and committed to Colonel Thurston, 
Deacon Go uld, and Mr. Ward. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the following Re- 
solve, viz;: » In Council, September 22, 1775. 

" Whereas, by an act of this Court, entitled ( An Act 
for making and emitting of Bills of Publick Credit,' pass- 
ed the 23d day of August, 1775, and by a subsequent 
resolve of said Court, on the following day, it is therein 
ordered, that all the Bills of Credit thereinmentioned to 
be emitted, (ten thousand of each denomination,) should 
be authenticated by signing and numbering, by any three 
of the Committee mentioned in said act and resolve ; and 
it appearing to this Court that there is no necessity for three 
signers to the bills of one Shilling, of two Shillings, of two 
Shillings and six Pence, of. four Shillings', of five Shillings, 
of six Shillings, of seven Shillings and six Pence, and of 
eight Shillings, mentioned in said act and resolve, to be au- 
thenticated by three signers, and that such authenticatiQn will 
cause; an unnecessary delay in said emission ; it is therefore 
Resolved, That one thousand of said mentioned bills of 
each denomination, from number one to number one thou- 
sand, inclusively, shall be signed by only any two of said 
Committee, and that the remaining nine thousand of each 
denomination of said mentioned bills, from number one 
thousand to number ten thousand, including the last num- 
ber, shall be signed only by any one of said Committee. 

" And whereas four thousand of the bills of each of the 
larger denominations mentioned in said act, viz : of ten 
Shillings, of eleven Shillings, of twelverShillings, of. se- 
venteen Shillings, of twenty Shillings, of twenty-four 
Shillings, of thirty Shillings, and of forty Shillings) are 
already signed by three signers, agreeable to said act and 
resolve; and whereas six thousand of the said last men- 
tioned bills jpfeachof the larger denominations yet remain 
to be signed ; it is therefore Resolved, That the said six 
thousand remaining bidsjof each of the larger denomina- 
tions, shall be signed or authenticated only by any two of 
said Committee; and that all such signing or authentica- 
tion in both these resolves shall be, to all intents and pur- 
poses, as lawful and valid as if the same bills had been 
signed and authenticated by any three of said Committee, 
any thing in said act or said resolve contained to the con- 
trary in any wise notwithstanding." 

Read and concurred. 

'The Committee on Colonel Arnold's Order reported. 
Read and accepted. 

Resolved, TIvai there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury, to the order of Lochlan Mcintosh, Esq., the sum of 
thirty-one Pounds, ten Shillings, and four Pence, in full of 
his order. 



Mr. Ger ry, agreeable to order, reported a Resolve di- 
recting the Colonels of the Massachusetts Forces to return 
a list of the names of the men in their respective Regi- 
ments. 

Read, and not accepted ; and Mr. Gerry was directed 
to bring in a Resolve directing that application should be 
made to General Washington, for the purpose aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay on the table the Pe- 
tition of Warwick Palfrey. 

The Secretary laid the same on the table accordingly. 

Ordered, That Mr. Crane, Colonel Ome, and Colonel 
Cult, be a Committee to consider a Resolve of the Pro- 
vincial Congress prohibiting the sale of English Goods 
after the 10th day of October next, and report what is ex- 
pedient to be done thereon. 

Saturday, September 23, 1775. 

A Letter from the Committee of Inspection of the Town 
of Londonderry, relative to some Goods carried there in- 
advertently from Charlestown, was read, and committed 
to Mr. Story, Mr. Mighill, and Colonel Gridley. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the conduct 
of the Honourable Jerathmeel Bowers, Esq., being called 
upon to report, reported accordingly ; which Report, after 
debate thereon, was dismissed.* 

•The Committee appointed by the House of Representatives to 
make Inquiry of the Committee of Inspection who stigmatized Je- 
rathmeel Bowers, Esq., in the publick papers, and to examine and 
hear the evidences which they might produce against him, and also 
to give the sard Boyiers a fair hearing in his defence, beg leave to 
report: — " ~" 

That they have attended that service; having first duly notified all 
persons concerned, who were present, with their evidences, and had a 
Full and fair hearing; 

The charges exhibited by the Committee of Inspection, against Je. 
rathmcel Bowers, Esq., were as follows ; 

That he opposed the Town^s paying their outstanding Provincial 
rates to Henry 'Gardner, "Esq. ; that he was in favour of dismissing the 
CommUtee of Inspection for the Town of Swanzey ; that he opposed, 
from time to time, the. raising of a Minute Company, and after they 
were raised, continued his opposition till he finally procured their dis. 
mission, and afterwards he used his influence to prevent the raising 
of a Minute Company, when moved for by some of tho inhabitants, 
and the urgency of tho limes demanded it ; that he expressed a great 
dislike _to bur assuming' Government; that he was much displeased 
at the Courts being put down ; that he spoke with contempt of a 
paper currency ; that his conversation and conduct have had a ten- 
dency to dispirit the inhabitants of the Town ho lives in, and prevent 
their properly Furnishing themselves for defence against an invading 
enemy— as. his saying, that it would never do to fight Old England, 
that five.thouB_ani !K RegulaTF]wou_ld drive pjr 4rmy, and the expenso 
of maintaining. thirteen. "thousand men could not be supported, and 
that they would use the sword put into their hands against us, For their 
pay ; that . lie _had. pd vised Captain :. Gibbs to lie still and not. ..act in 
our~difrrcu.lt affairs, am] " blamed soino. of the .Committee of Svjajizey 
for examining~a pifsSn' whose couductjiad been inimical ; and. that ho 
was against the Town's augmenting their stock of powder, &c, and 
opposed equipping the MilitiA out of the Town's s^ock. In .support 
of those, charges the .Committee brought the depositions whichhavo 
jpp'iared in the publick papers, most of the deponents being present, 
who agaimnade oath to the truth of thorn. 

It appears to your Committee, that at the first meeting the Town 
had to determine whether their rates should be paid to Henry Gardner, 
Esq., Colonel Bowers warmly urged that the taxes should be collect- 
ed, and paid into th.e hands of sonjp suitable person in Town ; but as 
almost all the inhabltahtj. were against paying them to Henry Gard- 
ner, he, with titer rest, expressed a disinclination to do _j$. But at the 
several adjournments he insisted that they- should be paid to Henry 
Gardner, but Qouhj not, succeed, jn "obtaining the. approbation of tho 
Town, till, after the JLezvngton battle, when ho was instrumental in 
procuring a vote of the Town for that purpose". He i was. even :so;.leal. 
ous for collecting the money, that it might be ready for Henry Bard, 
•ner, when wanted or called for, that be_4e.Qla.re.tf, i« meeting, that if any 
one - refused to pay, ho himself would aid and assist tj.e Const.aI.le in 
compelling him to do it. 

It appears Ifl your Committee, that five Cotjimittee. of Inspection for 
the Town of SwanzeyiweTQ first iho^h fn ;; cb"hseqtrOTce of a'motioii 
made by Colonel Bowers forthat purpose ;' and that their dismiigon 
wasrwing to tJiosoJOTSOrlB^Wjio were offendee! at .tJieTown's refusing 
to pay three Shillings "ailay to every Minute-Man, : for exercising, in 
case a Company should Be ralsed._ And if Colonel Bowers secluded 
the motion for. the.ii.'dlsniisstoH, (as;_is_ suggested by somo of the evi- 
dences,) it.did jio.t ajisj^fjom.arry dislike, Th|i jip n to sp^useful T an.inst.itu. 
tion. TTujLii rerhairff'Wl*fflHceftaih whether the motion. waVs^COJided 
by hirrr; ToYSimeon Magohl; whose evidence, has [appeared liiine papers t 
observed further to. us|tl}a,t,he L.hlmself" rijade the. motion for their. dis- 
mission, and that he was not seconded by Colonel Bowers, but by 
another person. Others declared, that when the motion was niade , ho 
showed a great deal of dislike, and said, "if they would run mad ho 
would hayE;ao_handinitf^ndafter.tbey,v.era.dismj he observed 

to them t "just so you; do your business ; you dance backwards and for- 
wards, do and undo." '"_' :=::.;.;;,: :;;::::;.,. '"'~~ 

r tb^C^t%\\Y.%ri^^^ie^ss ; i. of'ths Minute. Company which had 
been UlJSwtinzM, with otSSrs, deposed that .Colonel, Bgwgrs ^.SJiSOTT- 
agW'theijLkoT^Med.g Company ;' aid that he was 

so far froJH bppTjsing/thatjio alwaysiexpressed his approbation: of the 
scheme. When an. Army was established, he supposed theirniseful- 
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Ordered, That the Secretary lay lipon the table the Re- 
serve for stationing Capt. Lane's Company at Gloucester. 

The Secretary laid it upon the table accordingly. 

Mr. Gerry, agreeable to order, reported the following 
Resolve, which was accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Speaker, Mr. Gerry, and Major 
Ilawley, be, and they hereby are appointed a Committee 
to apply to his Excellency George Washington, Esq., 
with a desire of this House that he will, as soon as may 
be, cause a return to be made of the names of the Officers 
and Men to each Regiment established by this Colony, 
and now in the American Army respectively belonging, 
including such of each Regiment as are deceased since its 
establishment, or as have been draughted for the detach- 
ment ordered to Quebeclc, and specifying the names of the 
Towns and other places from which they were respectively 
entered, in order to enable the Court to rectify and prevent 
any errors in Accounts, which have been or may be ren- 
dered for payment of Blankets and other articles, supplied 
the Soldiers, according to the terms of their enlistment.. 

Resolved, That Tuesday next, ten o'clock, A. M., be 
assigned to take into consideration the state of the Militia 
in this Colony. 

The Committee on the Petition of Captain John Lane 
reported. The Report was recommitted, and the Com- 
mittee were instructed to report a state of facts. 

ness in ar great measure ceased ; and as they were entitled to a consi. 
derable bounty upon their marching out of Town, he thought it 
best they should be dismissed, and they were accordingly. And after, 
wards he opposed the Town's agreeing to pay three Shillings a day to 
Minute-Men, for exercising, in case a Company could be railed,. 

With. respect to the Courts, Colonel Bowers granted that he had 
disapproved of the people's conduct, in not permitting them to do 
business - agreeable to the charter of the Province. 

As to a paper currency, Colonel Bowers produced evidence, that ho 
had taken it in a considerable quantity, and had giyen silver in ex- 
change. 

In answer to the evidences which were produced, that his conversa- 
tion and conduct were calculated to [dishearten the people, &c, Colonel 
Bowers proved, that he used all his influence to induce the Town, to 
adopt the Suffolk Resolves, but without effect; that ho urged the 
Town to. choose, a Committee for the. County Convention, and it was 
accordingly done ; that, upon the news of the Lexington battle, he was 
sent for by a number of the inhabitants, to consult what was best to be 
done; he told them "he was very much against fighting," but, since it 
was begun, he "was for going a thorough-stitch. with it," and advised 
to the calling a Town meeting immediately; that Ke nioved^ at~one of 
their meetings, for doubling the Town stock, which would mate better 
than five hundred weight of powder, above seven hundred weight of 
lead, &-C, and likewise that forty fire-arms should be procured, all 
which were voted; ho also moved, that the Town. of Swahzey should 
join with Freetown, and erect a battery on each side of the river, and 
afterwards said, in private conversation, that he himself would bo at 
the^expense of the cannon, if he knew where to get them \ that he 
was for the Town's stock being divided, and placed in different parts 
of the Town, for the c^nyeuiency of the inhabitants in. case, of an 
emergency; or that every man should fill his powder-horn, and give it 
to the Sergeants to keep; but objected to their having it iirtheir own 
possession, as they might waste it, in shooting at birds, &c; that he 
solicited the people to enlist into the Army, telling them that they had 
good encouragement so to do; that he would by aUmeans have their 
full quota engage in the service ; that he had been" heard "to say, that 
Great Britain could never drive this Country by any force they could 
send ; that at the time of the Weymouth alarm, he declared, he "would 
go in person as far as. any man ;" that he had been "Heard" to Biy, r within 
a few months back, that he. "would expend AS. much of his estate In 
defence. of his Country as any person. whatever: that he would spend 
his life and. fortune in the cause." 

Moreover, Captain Robert Gibbs deposed, that Colonel Bowers never 
advised him notto act in our difficult affairs, as mentioned in tEe. tes- 
timony of David Tiercel but that he informed said Pierce that Colonel 
Bowers cmne to him on account of his keeping a pedlar, and giving 
a sword to one of Colonel Gilbert's Company, and told him^that he 
had better turn away the pedlar, recall, the sword, lie still, and not 
make the people uneasy ; which story said Pierce misapprehenied. 

Silas Clark, the person referred to in. the depositions of PhiTipSlead 
and David Pierce, as being present at the time when Colonel Bowers 
expressed his apprehensions about the Army, testified, that Philip Slead 
expressed some concern about piying the Army, but he observed to 
him, thathe need not trouble himself about that, for as the Army had 
the sword in their hands, they would pay themselves ; which seemed 
to affect said~5Zea<Z, who. said, " Lnever thought of it before, and am 
aigood deal troubled at. it;" and then asked Colonel Bowers what he 
thought of Clark's opinion, -who asked what it was ; and upon being 
told, ho answered, in a careless way, "there's no knowing which way 
it would turn ." _ . .. . ._ _. 

As in SQme.of the depositions published to the world, Colonel Bow- 
ers is said to call the meeting illegal, the meaning of which maybe 
mistaken, we think proper t" ob=Tve, that, from the deponents them- 
selves, it appears that Colonel Bowers mentioned the absence of the 
Town Clerk as the cause of its illegality. 

Your Committee, after a thorough examination of the several evi- 
dences and the most c ireful inquiry, cannot find that Colonel Bowers 
has acted a part unfriendly to his Country, but quite the reverse ; and 
are unanimous in the opinion, that he.so far from wishing his" coun- 
trymen to be deprived jjfjjlfflr libertyroT a single privilege, would 
exert himself to the utmpstjn support of them... 

By order of the Committee : William Baylies, Chairman, 



Monday, September 25, 1775. 
A Memorial of Elisha Cobb, relative to a Schooner 
brought into Welljleet-Bay, was read, and committed to 
Colonel Godfrey and Colonel Orne, with such as the ho- 
nourable Board may join. 

In Coimcil, September 25, 1775: Read and concurred, 
and Walter Spooner, Esq., is joined. 

Ordered, That Major Brooks, Colonel Grout, Major 
Hawley, Captain Batchelder, Deacon Rawson, Colonel 
Orne, and Mr. Cheever, be a Committee to consider the 
services of all the Officers and Private Soldiers (excepting 
the men raised for the defence of the sea-coasts) who have 
served the Colony either in the character of Minute-Men, 
Militia-Men, or Officers and Soldiers retained In the Army 
raised for the defence of this and the other American Co- 
lonies, until the last of December next, from the 19th of 
April last to the 1st of August last, and at what rate the 
said Minute-Men and Militia-Men should be paid for their 
respective services; also, at what rate or in what manner 
all the said Officers and Soldiers should be paid for their 
subsistence, on their march from their respective homes to 
Head-Quarters ; also, in what manner and by whom it is 
proper the Rolls and Accounts of such services and sub- 
sistence should be made up and authenticated. 

The Committee appointed to consider the. expediency 
of paying off' the Forces of this Colony, to the first of 
August last, reported, The Report was committed to the 
Committee last chosen, to consider the services of all the 
Officers, &c. . 

Afternoon, 

An Examination of Catharine Cook and Nancy Sulli- 
van, two suspected women, who were examined by the 
Cornmittee of Correspondence of Lexington, and sent to 
this place, was read, and sent up. " ' 

A Petition of Joseph Palmer, Esq., relative to the Es- 
tate of the late John Borland, Esq., of 'Brain tree,' was 
read, and committed to Mr. Story, Major Ely, and Colonel 
Grout. 

The Committee on the Petition of Captain John Lane* 
reported. Read and accepted. 7 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Petition of Captain John Lane have attended that service, 
and beg leave to report the following state of facts, viz : 

The 22d May, the said Lane received orders to confer 
with the Penobscot Tribe of Indians ; at the same time lie 
received orders to enlist fifty-six Non-Commissioned Offi- 
cers and Soldiers. He left his Lieutenant with directions 
to enlist as many men as he could, and proceeded to Penob- 
scot, treated with the Indians, and conducted four of them 
to tTie Congress. After the Congress had finished a treaty 
with the said Indians, in which said Lane was /accepted as 
their Agent, he conducted them back as far as Falmouth, 
where he found his orders were not sufficient to procure 
goods for said Indians. He then sent forward the said In- 
dians, gave Lieutenant Gilman orders to enlist men at 
Penobscot, and returned to the Congress, where lie re- 
ceived orders lo Mr- Pribble to furnish the said goods; 
which said Pribble did. Said Lane then proceeded to Pe- 
nobscot, and delivered them to the Truckmaster there. He 
found the Indians, and acquainted them with what he had 
done. .He then returned to the Truck-HpuseVand took 
on board forty-nine men, which Lieutenant Gilman had 
enlisted, and proceeded to Falmouth, and from, thence to 
Head-Quarters, by land. In the. mea_n , time he..ha.d, acr 
cording to his orders, wrote his Lieutenant, who was raising 
men at Falmouth, to proceed lo Head-Quarters with what 
men he had ; which jie did. And then said Lieutenant re- 
ceived orders to proceed to Gloucester, where that Com- 
pany were to be stationed. That Captain L\ane met his 
Lieutenant m Salem with twenty-eight men that he had 
enlisted, which, together with said forty-nine men with him, 

* Petition of John Lane, of Buxton, in the County of York, and Co. 
lony of Massachusetts-Bay, humbly sheweth: That your petitioner com- 
mands aXompany of seventy-nine men, now stationed at Cape.Ann, 
by order of the honourable Council, and srijd men are. now on duly, by 
order of the honourable Council, and suffering for. want of money, 
and their coats and blankets ; and the greatest part of them have 
neither, received money nor blankets since they enlisted, which they 
very much want, and makes them uneasy, Pray your Honours would 
consider theirzeondition, and relieve them in such manner as your Ho- 
nours shall see Fit. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall eyrr 
prny. 
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made the number seventy-seven Non-Commissioned Offi- 
cers and Soldiers. That this was the first time Captain 
Lane had an opportunity of knowing what men he had. 
At the same time he received orders from the honourable 
Council to proceed immediately to Gloucester, with his 
whole Company, where they have been on duty ever since, 
under the direction of the Committee of Correspondence 
there. That Captain Joseph Foster hath already paid 
forty Shillings advance wages, and twelve Shillings in lieu 
of a blanket, to each of the said first twenty-eight men, 
and hath mustered the whole seventy-seven men, agree- 
able to orders he received from the Council. That the 
Council knew the number of men before they directed 
Captain Foster to muster them. Said Lane had also en- 
listed five Indians, which have since received their month's 
advance pay, and are ordered to Canada. Upon the 
whole, it appears to your Committee that the reason that 
Captain Lane hath enlisted the twenty-one men more than 
lie was directed to, was, because that the two Lieutenants 
were enlisting men in two distant places at the same time, 
whilst he was very busy in transacting business of impor- 
tance with the said Indians. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Clothing be, and 
they hereby are directed to deliver to Captain John Lane 
seventy-seven Coats, as soon as they conveniently can, to 
be by him delivered as followeth : one Coat to each Non- 
commissioned Officer and Soldier under his command ; 
the said Lane to be accountable to this Court for the 
same. 

In Council, September 27, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Doctor Gunn and Captain Morton were appointed on 
the Committee to consider the Proceedings of the Com- 
mittee at Deer- Island , in the room of Mr. Wood and Cap- 
tain Stone, absent. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Examination 
of Catharine Cook and Nancy Sullivan. 

" In Council, September 25, 1775. 

"Read, and Ordered, That Benjamin Chadbourn, Esq., 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to examine the said Catharine Cook and Nancy 
Sullivan, and report." 

Read and concurred ; and Colonel Thompson and Mr. 
Fairfield are joined. 

Tuesday, September 26, 1775. 

The Committee on the Petition of Hussey and others, 
of Nantucket, reported. The Report was recommitted. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down the following 
Vote of Council, viz : 

" In Council, September 22, 1775. 

"Ordered, That William Sever, Esq., with such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to form a 
proper Preamble or Introduction to the Acts of this Colony 
passed the.Jast Session, and report." 

Read and concurred; and Colonel Dwight and Dr. 
Whiting are joined, 

Edward Davis, Esq., was returned a Member from 
Oxford. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Colonel Godfrey, Colonel 
Porter, and Mr. Fabyan, with such as the honourable 
Board shall join, be a Committee to bring in a Bill for 
regulating the Militia of this Colony. 

In Council, September 26, 1775: Read and concurred; 
and Benjamin Greenleaf and Jedediah Foster, Esqs., are 
joined. 

Orrfcrc J^That'Mr. Phillips, Mr. Story, and Mr. Pitts, 
be a Committee to procure some suitable person to attend 
the Muster-Master General, and obtain a Return of the 
Massachusetts Forces. 

Afternoon. 

A Resolve of Congress, empowering Major Nathaniel 
Lorn to purchase Corn, &c, for the inhabitants of Deer- 
Island, and an Order, signed by said Low, to pay Mr. 
Peter Coffin, Junior, the sum of fourteen Pounds, eleven 
Shillings^and two Pence, for the same, was read ; and Mr. 
Story was xrppointed to bring in a Resolve for payment 
thereof. 



Michael Farley, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to examine Catharine Cook and 
Nancy Sidlivan. 

Passed in Council, viz: "In Council, September 26, 
1775: Read and accepted, and thereupon, Ordered, That 
the said Catharine Cook be sent to the Town of Worces- 
ter, and be placed under the care and direction of the Se- 
lectmen of said Town ; and that the said Nancy Sullivan 
be permitted to pass unmolested through this Colony to 
her friends in Philadelphia." 

Read and non-concurred, and ordered to be recommit- 
ted. 

A Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Sherburne, 
on the Island of Nantucket, relative to a Resolve of Con- 
gress which prohibited supplies of Provisions being carried 
to that place, and also relative to the Whale Fishery, was 
read, and committed to Captain Partridge, Mr. Story, 
and Mr. Pettingale. 

Ordered, That the Petition preferred to this House by 
Colonel Palmer, (entered at the last sitting of this Court,) 
be committed to the Committee to whom was committed 
his Petition entered yesterday. 

Wednesday, September 27, 1775. 

On the Petition of Captain John Lane, it was further 
Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he hereby 
is directed to pay the sum of one hundred and forty Pounds, 
eight Shillings, out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, 
unto Captain Joseph Foster, to be by him applied for the 
payment of one month's advance wages to Captain John 
Lane, the two Lieutenants, and forty Shillings to each 
of the forty-nine Npn-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
under his command, who have not received any advance 
pay. Also, for the payment of twelve Shillings to each of 
the said forty-nine Non-Commissioned Officers and Sol- 
diers, in the lieu of a Blanket; the said Joseph Foster to 
be accountable to this House for the same. 

In Council, September 27, 1775: Read and concurred. 
_ Ordered, That Major Eaivley, Mr." Hopkins', arid Cap- 
tain Batchelder, with such as the honourable Board shall 
join, be a Committee to receive and confer f wjtjTthe ■ffn- 
dian Sachem of the Oneida Tribe, when he comesTo tills 
place. 

A Bill for apportioning and assessing Forty-Six Thou- 
sand Pounds upon the several Towns in this Colony was 
read a first time, and ordered to be read again to-morrow 
morning, ten o'clock. 

A Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, in 
Town Meeting convened, at Watertoum, September 21, 
1775, relative to Donations for the Poor of said Town of 
Boston, was read, and committed to Mr. Story, Mr. Wood, 
and Dr. Whiting. 

Afternoon. 
A Petition from the Town of Edgartown, on the Island 
of Martha's Vineyard, praying that sixty Men may be en- 
listed for their defence and protection, and also a Petition 
from the Town of Chilmark, on said Island, praying that 
fifty Men may be enlisted for their defence, were read, and 
both committed to Colonel Orne, Colonel Cobb, Mf.Green- 
leaf, Major Ely, and Mr. Low. 

Ordered, That Mr. Copper be on the Committee to 
copgider the, Resolve of Congress forbidding the sale of 
English Goods after the 10th of October next, in the room 
of Mr. Crane, absent. 

On the Petition of Stephen Hussey "and others, of Nan- 
tucket* and Elisha Cobb and others, of WellfieetJ 

*The Petition of Stephen Hussey, Richari Mitchell,' fosiah Coffin 
and Andrew Myrick, humbly sheweth : That your petitioners have/at 
Nantucket, a number of vessels that nie fitted for a whale voyage 
excepting provisions; but as your petitioners are restrained by a re! 
solve of the General Court, forbidding any ship or vessel sailing out of 
any port in this Colony on any whale voyage, without first leave 
had and obtained, your petitioners humbly pray your Honours w VuTd 
i,i your great wisdom, point out some way whereby your petitioners 
miy obtain lr-avo to send said vessels to sea. And your petitioneis as 
in duly bound, shall e\xr pray. ' 

tThe Petition of E/iVia Coll, afWettJlret, in tho County of llarn 
stable, mo*t humbly hheweth : That a number of whaling vessels is 
now preparing for sea, ownod and possessed by Elisha Doanc, Esq 
Ezekul Ilolbrook, lhzekiah T>Qane, Eleazer Atwood, and Na<imai', 
Holbrook and Company : Tour petitioner, therefore, in behalf of the 
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Resolved, That the Petitioners abovementioned, and all 
others who have Vessels fitting out for the Whale Fishery, 
be, and they hereby are permitted to send their Vessels 
out on said Fishery, they taking on board no more Provi- 
sions than is necessary for said voyages, in the judgment of 
the Selectmen of the Towns from whence they sail, and 
giving bond to the Receiver-General of this Colony, in 
the sum of two thousand Pounds for each Vessel, that they 
will carry out no more Provisions than is hereby allowed; 
and that said Vessels, with their Cargoes, return to some 
Port in this Colony, and there land the same, the Ports of 
Boston and Nantucket excepted. 

In Council, September 27, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee to whom was recommitted the Report relative 
to Catharine Cook and Nancy Sullivan, viz : 

" In Council, September 27, 1775. 

"The Committee of both Houses appointed upon the 
representation of a number of the inhabitants of the Town 
of Lexington, relating to Catharine Cook and Nancy Sul- 
livan, taken up at Lexington, and brought to this Court, 
on suspicion of their -ravelling about the country upon some 
bad design, the Committee have made inquiry of the time 
and manner of their coming out of Boston, and have reason 
to think they came out of Boston within about three weeks 
past, and have husbands now in Boston, one a soldier in 
the Fifty-Ninth Regiment, the other a carpenter in Gene- 
ral Qage , s_ Army ; and your Committee are of opinion 
their staying in the country would be attended with trouble 
and expense, and that it will be expedient that application 
should be made to his Excellency General Washington, 
for their passing through his lines into Boston. 

"Benjamin Chadbourn, per order." 

Read and concurred, and Voted, That the honourable 
Board be desired to cause a Letter to be sent to General 
Washington, for the purpose aforesaid. 

Resolved, That nine o'clock, to-morrow morning, be 
assigned for the choice of a Chaplain pro tempore. 

Thursday, September 28, 1775. 

On a motion made, that the House proceed to the choice 
of a Chaplain pro tempore, the question was put, and it 
passed in the negative. 

A Petition of James Ready, praying for some satisfac- 
tion for ninety-seven pounds of Tea, which was taken 
from him in July or August, 1774, on his way to Albany, 
was read, and dismissed. 

A Petition of Daniel NimJiam, (an Indian,} praying an 
allowance for his services as a soldier in the Army; also 
a Petition of Solomon Uhhaunnauwaunmut, chief Sachem 
of the Moheakonnuck, or Stockbridge Indians, praying an 
allowance for services performed in consequence of a Let- 
ter he received from the Provincial Congress, as set forth in 
said Petition, were both read, and committed to Mr. Sul- 
livan, Mr. Wood, and Deacon Stickney. 

The Committee on the Proceedings of the Committee 
of Inspection of Deer-Island, relative to the Schooner 
Nightingale and Sloop Sally, reported a state of facts, 
and also two Resolves, directing the Committee at Deer- 
Island to release and discharge the Schooner Nightingale, 
belonging to Jonathan Rich. 

Read, and not accepted; and ordered to be recommitted. 

The other was accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That whereas the Committee of Safety and 
Correspondence of Deer-Island did, on the 30th of Au- 
gust last, take into custody the Sloop Sally, belonging to 
Nathan Jones; that the said Committee be, and they here- 
by are directed to detain and take proper care of said Sloop 
Sally, until the further order of this Court. 

In Council, October 12, 1775: Read and concurred. 

aforesaid gentlemen, most, humbly prays this honourable Court to take 
into consideration the great necessity of the whale fishery at this day, 
and grant them liberty of proceeding on their voyage ; they complying 
with the order of this honourable Court, which they are always ready 
to obey. Your petitioner would further represent, that, should this 
honourable Court neglect granting the desire aforesaid, a large num. 
ber of the inhabitants of said County will be. unemployed in any sort 
of business; and as a number of said vessels hath been preparing for 
the employ aforesaid, your petitioner humbly Tiopes the aforesaid peti- 
tion will be granted. And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 91 



Major Haivley, by desire of Mr. Ephraim Jones, Keeper 
of the Jail at Concord, informed the House that Josiah 
Jones, Jonathan Hix, and William Likely, did last night 
break out of said Jail, and requested the directions of the 
House. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Colonel Mitchell, Colonel Grout, and 
Colonel Barrett, be a Committee to make inquiry of Mr. 
Jones, and report what is proper to be done. 

A Petition of Ivory Hovey, in behalf of three Districts 
in the County of Lincoln, praying that this Court would 
appoint (or give said Districts liberty to choose) a Com- 
mittee to be empowered to detain Vessels acting contrary 
to the Resolve of Congress, Sic. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Sullivan, Major Sewall, 
and Colonel Thompson. 

The Committee on the Petitions from Edgartown and 
Chilmark reported. The Report was recommitted. 

The Committee on the Petition of David Foster re- 
ported. The Report was recommitted for amendment. 

The Committee on the Petition of JosephPalmer*~Esq., 
and the Petition of the Selectmen and Committee of Cor- 
respondence of the Town of Braintree,^ reported. Read 
and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence of 
the Town of Braintree be, and they hereby are fully au- 
thorized and empowered immediately to enter upon and 
take possession of the Estate of the late John Borland, 
Esq., deceased, situate in Braintree, in the Counfy of SK/*- 
folk, both real and personal, and that they improve the 
same in the best manner they can, till the further order of 
this Court, any Resolve of the late Congress to the con- 
trary notwithstanding ; they to be accountable to this Court 
for the profits arising from the same. :: - 

Afternoon. 

On the Petition of the Committee in behalf of the Tow : n 
of Edgartown,% the Petition of Joseph May hew and others, 

*The petition of Joseph Palmer, of Braintree, humbly shews : That 
your petitioner, by order of the Selectmen and Committee of Corres- 
pondence of said Braintree, lately presented a petition to this honour- 
able Court, respecting an estate of the late John Borland, Esq., pray- 
ing directions in the premises therein mentioned ; which petition "is 
now pending, and reference is had thereunto by your petitioner. : = 

And whereas there is a part of the house and premises of said estate, 
which said Borland usually reserved for the special use of himself and 
family, which is and long has been void of any occupant ; and whereas 
your petitioner, living near the sea, lias been obliged to quit his habita- 
tion, and has taken refuge with Mr. Crauch, at Braintree ; but there not 
being with him sufficient accommodation for both families in the win- 
ter time, your petitioner, upon application, was put into possession of 
said vacant estate by delivery of tho keys by said Selectmen and Com- 
mittees of Correspondence ; but upon your petitioner's sending servants 
to clean the rooms, in order to put his furniture into the premises, your 
petitioner was forbidden by one James Hayward, who is in possession of 
another part of said house and estate, although he does not so much 
as pretend to any right of occupancy in said vacant part, nor anything 
but a verbal agreement with said Borland, for the occupancy of any 
part of said estate. Your petitioner, therefore, humbly prays this ho- 
nourable Court to take his case into consideration, and to put him into 
immediate, actual, and quiet possession of said vacant part of said 
estate, (he being accountable as your Honours may direct,) or other- 
wise to grant relief to your petitioner, as in your wisdom may soem 
meet. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

t Petition of the Selectmen and Committee of Correspondence from 
the Town of Braintree humbly sheweth : That, in consequence of two 
several resolves of the late Provincial Congress, dated the lGth and 
21st of June past, respecting the property and estates of such persons 
who had left their habitations in tho country, and taken refuge with 
our enemies, your petitioners made application to one Mr. Hayward, 
who resided on Mr. Borland's estate, in Braintree, and inquired of him 
(the said Hayward) whose was the property of the stock upon the 
farm, and the household furniture, &c.; but not receiving satisfactory 
answers, your petitioners took an inventory of said stock and furni- 
ture, and were proceeding to let said farm, but, before this was effected 
your petitioners were acquainted with an explanatory resolve of said 
Congress, respecting the premises, dated the 8th July past, which occa- 
sioned doubts in the minds of your petitioners, what was the duty 
expected from them by the publick ; therefore, they, your petitioners, 
humbly pray this honourable Court to direct them in the premises, as 
in their wisdom may seem meet. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
shall ever pray. 

} Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town of Edgartown humbly 
sheweth : That whereas your petitioners, thinking themselves in im- 
minent danger of our reputed enemies, invaders of our rights and 
properties, without the interposition of your Honours, humbly beg leave 
to represent their case as briefly as may be. 

Whereas your petitioners, being situated on an island, laying about 
three leagues distant from the main land which makes a sound, where 
ships of war and tenders are frequently passing and repassing; also, 
there being two commodious harbours lying about eight miles distant 
from each other, in which ships of war and tenders have of late fre- 
quently anchored, by which means the said inhabitants have been fre- 
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of the Town of Chilmark,* and the Petition of the Town 
of Tisbury,\ all inhabitants of the Island of Martha's Vine- 
ard, praying some assistance may be granted to enable 
them to defend themselves against Men of War, Cut- 
ters, &ic, to which they are in a particular manner ex- 
posed : 

Resolved, That there be raised in the Island of Martha's 
Vineyard two Companies, to consist of fifty men each, in- 
cluding their Officers ; said Companies to be stationed upon 
the sea-coast on that Island, according to the direction of 
the Field-Officers of the Regiment of Militia of said Island, 
or the major part of them ; the said two Companies to be 
under the same establishment the Forces raised in this 
Colony, for the defence of the sea-coast, are, as to Pay, 
Subsistence, and Ammunition. And every Soldier in the 
said two Companies shall furnish himself with a good and 
sufficient Firelock and Bayonet ; and no man shall be mus- 
tered as a Soldier who is not so furnished. Said two Com- 
panies to continue in service until the first day of December 
next, unless 'before that time dismissed by the orders of 



Ephraim Jones, relative to the three Prisoners who broke 
out of Concord Jail last night, reported. Read and ac- 
cepted. 

Whereas Captain Ephraim Jones, of Concord, (Keeper 
of the Jail there,) hath just represented to this House that 
Josiah Jones, Jonathan Hicks, and William Likely, were, 
by the late Congress, committed to Jail in that Town, and 
that the said Jones, Hicks, and Likely, did, some time last 
night, break Jail and make their escape ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Ephraim Jones do immediately 
advertise said Jones, Hicks, and Likely, in all the News- 
papers published in this Colony, describing their age, sta- 
ture, dress, and countenances, offering a reward of three 
Pounds, besides other necessary charges, to any person or 
persons who shall apprehend and deliver into his. custody 
each or either of said persons, and to offer the like reward 
to any person who shall discover to him any person who 
may be convicted of being accessary to their escape. 

And it is further Ordered, That the said Ephraim 
Jones doimmediately take into custody, and bring be- 



QhbiC^u^., Afifl i^l the^e^d-Qfficer^pl'^e Regiment /fore thisjjquse, the Rev. Asa Dunbar and Simeon Jones, 
oOlliTtia of sw-Island be, ana they beteT)y "ai^%rTip , 6lv^ s 6r]^e*sJw, that they may be inqu^tl bt'xoncerning such 

y.£ .rejOo issoe Beaming "Orders, forjthe raisihgsaid Compa- escape^ — *«. 

— niesyto s*ucnpeYst>hs && they can ^QnvfijenjJ tcjjbg^corii^ Iii,Q(ftmcil, 
m issioned, and muster those Compr"'"" •"*"■" »<.:™J - x -- 

In Council, September 28, 1775 



. . . - . . __- ^-^-*» -v---^--» September 28, 1775: ReM ancPconcutred. 

missioned, and muster those Companies when raised. ^- 

Read'a\d concurred. M °" lered > That Mr. Sullivan Mr Pitts Mr. Jewett, 

..... ,, Mr. story, and Captain Partridge, be a Cornniijtee to 

The Committee appointed to make inquiry of. Mr^ inquire into all frauds that may be committed" by any of 

M'JLa^jroeiijJij^ nigjit anj| -da,?' ^arn^j5qv\ ljeei^ phjige^to^ Kmp \the^ Officers of the Massachusetts Forces, and to "convene 

rctetanfwaTch, which, is attended with no small expense. We TjeTore ihem such persons as they may think proper as 

also inform your Honours that the greater part of said mhabi- ■ . . » i tt i i> i i 

, .^ of'sSd-^ns, livin gN yery remote ^from the harbour where, witnesses, and to repor^the House any such frauds that 
"4*5L t%SL:J^3ife4ff^*?W^'?Sry i ll fe 2fiVi e P cl ?e I ^*5j?N. id T°^^^^ a 7. a j , P^ ; t^^'d ; .Co n J^l^ ee > an d the method proper for 

^"^- generaUy poor^nd yet very ftjnd of pTeseranjf their liberties, and to aeJectlifS N arfd 
protect their.stock of sheep aneV^attle, have been ofton under arms, x-^ ° 

and ThJdSlied from their respective^plajces of abode eight andLien miles, 



aid.l^o 
)uRishIn 



tile same 
_ Moses Gill, Esq., brought downXL^^ji™*., "i»Y'i-vi 

JS^'i^L ^™, cgllency Gene'r\l Washmgt on, relate To a TChier* of the ^v 

Also, the Report $n the Pe- 



ding: Iourj).buvuii ra » Qgllency ^„^. v ,,..„...,,.„ 
,rtn» y^wise~coWe^- Jl^^^^,,; 



b?^^-A 



tition of Elisha Cobb"*- . , - x 

- Ordered, ^That the Schpofl^rJ^nt^onjd^inHaid Peti- V -;A 
hwniDedet'a^ediVffiere shej^w is, with her Ta , ckllrif~an\P-^> r 

Stores, now on repaid, until the further order of the General 

Court. ^ 

"V^r-Cs. —.-^ ^ «. . V^v I" Council, September 28, 1775. 

" Read and accepted; a\d tr^^^oft. ^§ro(ue(£ That/V^* 
the said^ Schooner, mentioned! in the within Petition, be " 
jetaine^l wjjere she now is, with her Tackling and Stores 
how^on iboartf, until the further order of this Court." 



when jjjijfl^d^to jiteveiJtMlii 
humbly pray your HdBourstoTaTtiPth'e~"ma'. . _, 

rations, ana grant to said Town the privilege to enlist sixtvmen, or 
one Comwmy, for odr protectuETUii the common expeqso of Govern- 
ment, of efgprsjge, as ^ujn^oJi^g'reM wisdrffnshall ^hin^ fi$,to direct. 
All which is humhly submitted. And ytAir petitioTieW^sTff"3ufy"boiSKT' r » 
shall eyer pray. 

* Petition of a number of Freeholders and other Inhabitants (whose 
names are hereunto subscribed) of the Toi^u of Chilmafk, in thKp^un- 
ty of Duke's County, in the Colony of the jwras«cAi{sei<j^oy < _lurinW« 

Ml ,; .That the said Town, as well as all the other parts or said 
, lies greatly exposed to such armed vessels as have of late 
_ parried off, from some places oaUie sea-coasts of this and 
some nergjAoifring 'Qo^n\esj^i gqn£id - era|blc*"nuinberof fat cattLjancT _ 
sheep} ft> supply and support me ArmyTrhd Fleet, wherebytbjs CofohySik 
hatji long been and still is greatly annoyed and distressed ; and do fre 

quently piss and rep iss the sound, arid anen^rir^*ourroads and liar, '.^veau a nu^conc u 
hours, which occasions frequent alarn^s7 and* the "keeping ^.constant; ~ -S. \S tT ^ rT~?> f*T" 
watch along our shores. And that we", your said petitioners, thirty it A retltion Ot IVi 

to to our duty, and are willing and resolved, not onlytrom^i regard to 
our own private interost, but ^Iso to the general_interest of tliis Conti- 
nent, to do all that is or shall beMn our power, to. hinder the common 
*\gncjay of ftis land frorn being strengthened in carrying on their hos- 
lUftaesignis Sgatnet us^by nlaking a"pTjBy;of «!>< property and that of 
our neighbours. But we a&wrry that we are obliged', "as we think we 
are, to say that a considerabteiuimber of the inhabitants of this Town 
are (through the influence or pertain powerful men here, wh 
against openly opposing those who are endeavouring to enslave 
averso to such exertions, in our defence, as we think will be lira _ 

proper and necessary; by which means a vote of the majority of Ihe >^ K,t --->»»-^-— v^yc-v' "V;" - * - - _ 
inhabitants of this Town, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs, ting Out a numOBr^oF ArmeoNyessels 

could not be obtained, at a meeting here lately held, to petition your rpi ^ • ""% ,, r> .• ■ r »i o i < 

Honours for such help as we perceive you have granted to other places 1 1 e Committee on the Petition of the Selectmen of 

much less exposed to the enemy than the Island of Martha's Vpievard. T^ierblirne, efiT'qie^lsland of Nimtudcet ,-f reported. Read 
And we are apprehensive that, in our present state, no such vlgSbW*??ai^i a'Oc^pte.^^' x ^ ^a^-*o 

and powerful opposition will be made here, to the attempts likely to "~" — 

bs niade by our invaders, as will be necessary to prevent their carry- 
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ing off from this Island a considerable supply of provisions for the 
support of the common enemy of North- America. The prayer of your 
petitioners is, that your Honours will be pleased to order fifty men, be- 
longing to this Island or elsewhere, as your Honours shall think best, 
to be enlisted and employed for our defence, on the pay of this Colony, 
and this till the beginning of December next, or longer, inasmuch as 
this Islandis not so likely to be defended by ice as the shores of the 
neighbouring Continent, or to grant us such other means of defence 
as your Honours, in your wisdom, shall seem meet. And your peti- 
tioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

+ Petition of a number of the Inhabitants of the Town of Tisbury 
humbly sheweth : That on Monday, the 21st of August, Anno Domini 
1775, in consideration of our present unhappy situation at this crisis, 
and resolving to act in conformity to and with the rest of our brethren 
of said Colony, it was therefore voted to prefer a petition on the fol- 
lowing particulars, viz : In consideration of our dangerous situation, 
being daily.exposed to the invasions of His Majesty's fleet and armed 
vessels, they having already commenced hostilities upon this County, 
not only by firing upon us, but by carrying off stock, to the great pre- 
judice of sundry inhabitants of this County. It was therefore voted 
in said meeting, to petition your Honours to take our situation under 
your Berious consideration, and supply us with such a number of rnon, 
either by SBa or land, or both, as you in your wisdom shall think 
moat for. our defence. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall 
ever pray. 



Whereas it has been represented to this Court, by the 
Selectmen of the Town of Sherburne, on Nantucket, that 

* Petition of Elisha Cobb humbly sheweth : That, on the 7lh inst., 
Thomas Sparks, in a schooner belonging to John Webb, of Boston, 
came into Wellfieet-Bay, with orders from Admiral Graves to catch 
fish and purchase fresh provisions for said Graves's family. Being in- 
formed that said Sparks, the trip before, had carried off some poultry 
and sauce, and being apprehensive that further mischief might ensue 
from said Sparks being at liberty to pursue his orders, I ordered Cap. 
tain Joseph Smith, of the troops raised for the defence of the sea-coast, 
to bring said schooner into harbour, which he did. I then ordered 
s iid schooner to be hauled up, and her sails unbent, where she now is. 
The same day, sent said Sparks, with his order and other papers, to 
Colonel Josep/i Otis, of Barnstable, for further orders ; and also hie crew, 
viz : a white lad named Richard Caswell, belonging to Boston, and a 
negro man named Francis, belonging to Thomas Talbert of Salem. 
All which is submitted to your Honours' further direction. 

t Petition of the Selectmen of the Town of Sherburne, on the Island 
of Nantucket, in behalf and at the request of many of the inhabitants 
thereof, sheweth : That your petitioners, some time past, presented 
their memorial to you, in General Court assembled, representing, among 
other things, their apprehensions that some designing men had made 
falsa representations of the inhabitants of this Island, which probably 
produced the resolve of the lato Provincial Congress, forbidding all ne. 
cessary supplies being brought to this place. And notwithstanding we 
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the Inhabitants of that Island are likely to be reduced to 
great difficulty and distress, by the severity of a restriction 
laid on their purchasing necessary supplies from the Con- 
tinent ; and as this Court are far from being desirous of 
laying unnecessary restrictions and burdens on the People 
of that Island, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence for 
the Town of Falmouth, in the County of Barnstable, be, 
and they hereby are empowered and directed, by written 
permits, under their hands, to grant license to such Inha- 
bitants to purchase so much Provisions, and other necessary 
Supplies, as is sufficient for their internal consumption, or 
for those voyages which they may prosecute consistent 
with Resolves of Congress and of this Court, and no more ; 
said permits shall specify the quantities each person has 
liberty to purchase. And it is recommended to the Inha- 
bitants of this Colony to sell to said Inhabitants of Nan- 
tucket such Supplies, on their producing such permits, and 
not otherwise, any Resolve of the Provincial Congress to 
the contrary notwithstanding. And it is recommended to 
the said Committee, with their neighbouring Committees 
of Correspondence, thai in case they shall receive credible 
intelligence that the Supplies thus purchased and trans- 
ported are so.ld at any other market than said Island, or 
dispoled of to the Ministerial Fleet or Army, or any con- 
nected with them, that they give the earliest notice thereof 
to this Court. 

Whereas a late Congress of this Colony did, on the fifth 
day of December last, pass a Resolve prohibiting the sale 
of all Goods that were imported from Great Britain or 
Ireland; Molasses, Sirups, Panales, Coffee, or Pimento, 
from the British Plantations or from Dominica; Wines 
from Madeira or the Western Islands — after the tenth of 
October, 1775; and as the reasons of passing said Resolve 
do not subsist, therefore, 

Resolved, That any person or persons whatsoever, hav- 
ing in their custody any of the abovementioned Goods, be, 
and they hereby are permitted to make sale and dispose of 
said Goods in this Colony, as usual, after the said tenth 
day of October next, any thing in the aforementioned Re- 
solve to the contrary notwithstanding; and that this Resolve 
be published in the Cambridge, Watertown, and Worcester 
. Papers. And it is recommended to the Committee of Cor- 
respondence, Inspection, or Safety, in the several Towns 
in this Colony, and, where no such Committees are ap- 
pointed, the Selectmen of such Towns, that they take 
proper care that no undue advantage is taken in the sale 
of Goods, but that all persons making sale thereof strictly 
adhere to the Resolve of the Continental Congress respect- 
ing the sale of Goods and Merchandise. 

In Council, September 30, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Friday, September 29, 1775. 

A Petition of General Thomas was read, and committed 
to Captain Brown, Colonel Woodbridge, and Colonel 
Thayer. 

A Petition of Ivory Hovey committed to the Committee 
appointed to consider the propriety of fixing out Armed 
Vessels for the defence_of the Sea-Coasts, the Committee 
to whom it was first referred being excused from that Ser- 
vice. 

Ordered, That Captain Stone, Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. 
Cooper, be a Committee to examine the Bonds to be given 
by the Nantucket Petitioners, and see if they are suffi- 
cient. 

On the Petition of Solomon Uhhaunnauwaunmut , 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Province be, and 
lie hereby is ordered to pay the said Solomon the sum of 
thirty Pounds, four Shillings, in full for his service men- 
tioned in his Petition. 

In Council, September 29, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

A Petition of ten Prisoners in Concord Jail, taken in the 
Battle of Lexington, on the 19th of April last, praying for 

hoped those misrepresentations had been in good measure cleared up 
to your satisfaction, yet we find the resolve still remains in force, and 
a strict adherence is paid thereto. Therefore, we desire you would 
take the matter into your serious consideration, and remit the severity 
of said resolve, so far as to suffer the necessaries of life to be brought 
us, for the use of our domestick concerns, and likewise for the whale 
fishery, so far as we shall obtain permission to prosecute that branch of 
business. "And, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



some Clothing, Sic, was read, and committed to Colonel 
Barret, Mr. Perry, and Mr. Durfee. 

A Memorial of the Committee of Safety of the Town of 
Salem, proposing that an Armed Vessel should be esta- 
blished to cruise from Cape-Ann to Cape-Elizabeth, for 
purposes therein mentioned, was read, and committed to 
Colonel Thayer, Mr. Phillips, and Mr. Pitts. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cushing, Captain Stone, and Major 
Ely, be a Committee to consider at large the matter rela- 
tive to the Nantucket People's giving Bond, to enable them 
to send out their vessels on whaling voyages, and report 
what is proper to be done. 

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee on the 
Proceedings of the Committee at Deer-Island, relative to 
the Schooner Nightingale, together with all the Papers 
relative thereto, be committed to Mr. Phillips, Mr. Gerry, 
Colonel Thurston, Colonel Barret, Mr. Sullivan, Deacon 
Rawson, and Mr. Jewett. 

Ordered, That the Committee lately appointed by this 
Court to obtain some knowledge of .the. manufactory of 
Saltpetre, be directed to repair to Windsor, in Connecti- 
cut, to procure such information therein as*_they may be 
able. . . _ . 

Ordered, That Mr. Davis, Mr. Johnson, and Colonel 
Barret, be a Committee to receive and examine all Fire- 
Arms that may be presented to the Government for sale, 
and report the price thereof to the House. 

Ordered, ThatTMr. Gerry, Mr. Phillips, and Colonel 
Davis, with such as the honourable Board may join, be a 
Committee to report to the House in what manner, the 
manufactory of Fire-Arms may" be most effectually encou- 
raged. 

In Council, October 2, 1775: Read and concurred ; and 
Benj. Chadbourn and Samuel Holten, Esqs., are joined. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. 
Cooper, be a Committee to wait on his Excellency General 
Washington, and consult him on the expediency of fitting 
out Armed Vessels, and to inquire if any Powder can be 
spared for that purpose. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved, That some person be now appointed to.act as 
Speaker, in the absence of the Speaker, from tune to" time, 
during the continuance of the present Session. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Wood, Mr. Story, and Mr. Phil- 
lips, be a Committee to receive and count the Votes for a 
Speaker pro tempore. Who reported, that Mr. William 
Cooper was chosen. 

_ Saturday, September 30, 1775. 
Resolved, That the Committee appointed to prepare 
Accounts of the sums disbursed by this Colony in the pre- 
sent contest with Great Britain, be directed to prepare a 
Letter to the Continental Congress, desiring them to pre- 
scribe some method of forming such Accounts ; and also 
to report some method to this House. 

Ordered, That Major Johnson, Captain Brown, Colonel 
Thompson, Mr. Woodbridge, and Mr. Mills, be a Com- 
mittee to examine Simeon Jones, who has been appre- 
hended by order of this Court. 

A Petition of Aaron Wright, Keeper of the Jail in 
Northampton, and an Account annexed of billeting seve- 
ral Officers and Private men, sent to said Jail by order 
of the honourable Council, were read, and committed to 
the Committee on Accounts. 

The Committee on the Petition from Londonderry re- 
ported. The Report was recommitted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Starkweather, Captain Morton, 
and Mr. Rice, be a Committee to consider the Petition of 
Simeon Gross, praying the House to point out a way for 
the said Gross to reimburse him his expenses from Ma- 
chias to this Town, and since the 30th August, he being 
taken from on board the Sloop Sally, and brought to Wa- 
tertown as a prisoner. 

Ordered, That Mr. Phillips bring in a Resolve for 
reconsidering the Resolve of this Court relative to the 
Accounts of the Assistant Commissaries. 

Ordered, That one of the Committee appointed to con- 
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sider what is proper to be done relative 1o the Nantucket 
people's giving the Bonds required by this Court, apply 
to the Receiver-General for such Bonds as have been re- 
ceived by him. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down a Letter from 
the Committee of Correspondence of the Town of Mar- 
blehead, relative to the capture of a Vessel belonging to 
New- Providence, and a state of facts reported thereon by 
a Committee from the honourable Board, viz: 

" The Committee appointed to take into consideration 
the .letter, from the Committee of Correspondence of 
Marblehead, Beg leave to report facts: That by the log- 
book jt appears that the Schooner Industry, (being the 
^hjDpnex jrieniiqned in said letter,) Francis Butler, master, 
saijed from Boston for New- Providence, July 24, 1775; 
ajxfvecl atProyidencc, August 25 ; sailed again from Provi- 
dence fov"Bosion, September 6, and came into Marblehead, 
September 27, I775. And by the best accounts we can 
at present obtain, she has the following cargo, viz: about 
one hundred and fifty Turtles, (one hundred and fifty to 
one hundred and eighty, as the Mate says;) nineteen bar- 
rels of Limes ; one thousand four hundred Lemons, (two 
thousand as the Master says ;) two thousand one hundred 
Oranges, (twelve hundred as the Master says;) cash, three 
or four hundred Dollars, and thirty or forty numbered 
chests or packages opened. Josiah King, Mr. Josiah 
Clark, and Captain Butler, owners. 

" The clearance papers are for Salem, but the log-book 
says for Boston. Captain Butler says, that he made signal 
of distress, but our boats would not speak with him. The 
Master .told the Mate, as was said to the Captain's face, 
'that it was. a bad affair, being in our hands,' and was an- 
gry about the delivery of the log-book. The Master savs, 
that he was fired at in the bay, near the Light-House. He 
says, that he would have run the vessel upon the rocks, 
rather than have fallen into our hands ; but says, he was 
bounds to Sahm. 

" Josiah Nottage, Jun., mate, says, that the permit or 
pass, from the Admiral at Boston, was to go to New-Pro- 
vidence, and return to Boston; but that in the harbour they 
took the pass from Butler, and gave a receipt for it. Says 
that she was bound to Salem; that Lewis Gray had about 
thirty or forty dollars on board, and the Captain about three 
or four hundred dollars ; that he expected a man-of-war in 
Marblehead harbour ; spoke with no armed vessel in the 
bay ; heard several guns, but does not know whether any 
were fired. at them or not. The Captain says, that he was 
fired at by a brig and tender, in the bay ; that he (the 
Captain) had both a pass and permit — but the pass was 
taken from him, and a receipt given, but had it not about 
him ; one hundred and eighty pieces of eight, belonging to 
Captain Daniel Martin, in Boston, and a little cash belong- 
ing to himself." 

"In Council, September, 29, 1775. 

"Read and accepted; and thereupon, 

"Ordered, That Charles Chauncy, Esquire, and Joseph 
Palmer, Esq., with such as the honourable House shall 
join, be a Committee to take the foregoing matter under 
consideration, and report what is proper to be done with 
the said vessel and cargo." 

Read and concurred ; and Colonel. Orne, Mr. Gerry, 
and Mr. Sullivan are joined. 

The Committee appointed to employ some person to 
attend the Muster-Master General, to obtain a return of 
the Massachusetts Forces, reported, that they had engaged 
Mr. John Kneeland for that purpose. The Report was 
accepted, and the said Committee was directed to inform 
Mr. Kneeland that the House approve of him for that ser- 
vice. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to form a proper Preamble or Intro- 
duction to the Acts of this Colony, lately passed. 

" In Council, September 29, 1775. 
"■'■' The Committee of both Houses appointed to form a 
proper Introduction to the Actsofthis Colony, lately passed, 
have attended that service, and are of opinion that the In- 
troduction be in the words following, viz : 'Acts and Laws 
passed by the Great and General Court or Assembly of the 
Colony of the Massachusetts- Bay, begun and held at Wa- 
tertown, upon Wednesday, the I9th day of July, 1775.' 



" Read and accepted ; and thereupon, 

"Resolved, That the Introduction to the Acts of this 
Colony, passed the last session, be in the words following, 
viz: 'Acts and Laws passed by the Great and General 
Court or Assembly of the Massachusetts-Bay, begun and 
held at Watertown, upon Wednesday, the I9th day of July, 
1775.'" 

Read and concurred. 

A Memorial and Petition of Isaac Backus, Agent for the 
Baptist Churches, was read, and Thursday next, at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, was assigned for the consideration 
of it. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee on the Petition from Waldoborough 
reported. 

The Report was ordered to lie till there is a fuller House, 

The Bonds of those people of Nantucket who have ap- 
plied for Permits to send their vessels on whaling voyages 
being laid before the House, were examined, and the Coin- 
mittee were directed to lodge them with the Receiver- 
General ; and the adventurers aforesaid were permitted to 
proceed on said voyages accordingly. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr. Gerry, and Mr.. Sul- 
livan, with such as the honourable Board may join, be a 
Committee to consider the circumstances of the capture of 
a Brig, bound from Quebeck to Boston, and carried into 
Cape-Ann, and report what is proper to be done thereon. 

In Council, October 2, 1775: Read and concurred ; and 
Charles Chauncy and Joseph Palmer, Esqs., are joined. 

The Committee on the Petition of a number of Prisoners 
in Concord Jail reported. The Report was recommitted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Colonel Thompson, and Cap- 
tain Parker, he a Committee to consider at large the subject 
of a Petition of Philip Bass, Junior, and Edward Car nes, 
Jun., relative to the Sloop Belisle, taken off Seguin-Island, 
and carried into Kennebeck River; and report. 

A Petition of the Selectmen of the Tow r n of Springfield, 
praying payment of an Account, for aiding General Wash- 
ington on his way through Springfield to the Camp at 
Cambridge, and for transporting Powder, &c, was read, 
and committed to the Committee on Accounts. 

Monday, October 2, 1775. 
Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down a Letter from 
General Washington, and a Memorial of Captain Jacob 
Rogers, and other Papers relative to the request of said 
Rogers, for protection, &c, with the following Vote of 
Council thereon, viz : 

" In Council, September 29, 1775. 

" Read, and Ordered, That Samuel Holten, Esq., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to consider some proper means of protection for the said 
Rogers, and report." 

Read and concurred ; and Colonel Orne and Mr. Whee- 
ler are joined. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Letter from 
Captain Jacob Rogers, setting forth the dangerous situa- 
tion he is in, and praying the protection of the honourable 
Board, with the following Vote of Council thereon, viz: 

" In Council, October 2, 1775. 

" Read, and Ordered, That Samuel Holten, Esq., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to consider the request contained in the foregoing Letter, 
and report." 

Read and concurred ; and Colonel Orne and Mr. Whee- 
ler are joined. 

Afternoon. 

A Petition of William Holland, praying that he may 
have liberty to fit out his Biigantine as a Privateer, and 
be himself commissioned as Master thereof, was read, and 
committed to Mr. Pitts, Colonel Thompson, and Captain 
Morton. 

On the Memorial and Petition of Paul Mendall, 
Resolved, That the Selectmen and Committee of Cor- 
respondence of the Town of Hardivick be, and hereby 
are empowered to sell so much of the Stock belonging to 
the Estate of Timothy Ruggles, a refugee, as they shall 
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find necessary to winter the remainder, and they to be ac- 
countable to this Court. 

A Letter from Joseph Reed, Esq., Secretary to his Ex- 
cellency General Washington, relative to the disposal of 
the Vessels which have been taken from our enemies,* was 
read, and committed to Major Hawley, Colonel Orne, and 
Mr. Hopkins. 

Resolved, That the Vote of this House, directing the 
Committee to prepare Accounts, &,c, to prepare a Let- 
ter to the Continental Congress, desiring they would pre- 
scribe a form for such Accounts, be reconsidered. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., came down and informed the 
House that the honourable Board had agreed to the assign- 
ment of three o'clock, to-morrow afternoon, for the choice 
of Civil Officers,f and would join the House in such choice. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Major Brooks, and Captain 
Parker, be a Committee to consider how the Committee 
to prepare Accounts, &c, shall be possessed of proper 
Vouchers to be transmitted to the Continental Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitts, Colonel Cutt, and Mr. Wat- 
son, be a Committee to consider what is proper to be done 
relative to the communication between the Town of Bos- 
ton and the country. 

The Committee on the representation made to this 
Court by the Committee of Safety for Neivburyport re- 
ported, that a Committee, to be joined by such as the 
honourable Board shall appoint, wait on General Wash- 
ington, to acquaint him with the subject-matter of the 
representation made by the Committee of Safety of Neiv- 
buryport, that he may determine whether it will not con- 
duce to the publick interest to take the Vessel therein 
referred to into the Continental service. 

Read and accepted. 

Tuesday, October 3, 1775. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of the General Court, dated 
August 21, 1775, desiring the Committee of Inspection of 
the Town of Falmouth to inquire into the conduct of 
Jeremiah Pole and Robert Pagan, relating to their ex- 
porting a quantity of Fish, the said Committee met for 
the above purpose, and called the said Pole and Pagan 
before them, and, upon examination, found Robert Pagan 
clear of the matter ; but Jeremiah Pote, as also Thomas 
Wyer, remains for further examination. Thereupon, 

Ordered, That Colonel Thompson, Mr. Woodbridge, 
and Captain Cutter, with such as the honourable Board 
may join, be a Committee to examine Captain Jeremiah 
Pote and Captain Thomas Wyer, relative to their export- 
ing Fish, contrary to the Resolves of Congress, as set forth 
in a Letter from the Committee of Inspection of Falmouth, 
and other Papers accompanying. 

In Council, October 3, 1775. Read and concurred. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee on the representation from Newburyport, rela- 
tive to fitting out an Armed Vessel there, with the follow- 
ing Vote of Council thereon, viz : 

" In Council, October 3, 1775. 

" Read and concurred ; and Ordered, That Benjamin 
Grcenleaf, Esq., with such as the honourable House shall 
join, be a Committee for the purpose expressed in the 
above Report." 

Read and concurred ; and Colonel Orne and Mr. Pitts 
are joined. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down a Memorial from 
the Field-Officers of the Western Regiment of the Coun- 
ty of Barnstable, relative to the arrival of a Fleet of Men 
of War and Transports at Holmes's Hole, &tc. ; and pray- 
ing for a supply of Ammunition, &c. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Gerry, Colonel Orne, Mr. 
Hall, Captain Harding, and Colonel Norton. 

A Petition of the Selectmen of Lunenburgh, praying 
payment for an Account of Provision sent to Cambridge 
on the 20th April last, for the use of the Soldiers who 
marched thither in consequence of the shedding of blood 

* [Relative to three Vessels proposed to be manned by his Excellency, 
and taken into the Continental service.] 

t [To come to the choice of such Civil Officers, the appointment of 
whom, by Charter, rests in the General Court.] 



at Lexington and Concord, by the King's Troops, was 
read, and ordered to lie on the files. 

Ordered, That Mr. Low, Deacon Stickney, Mr. Allen, 
Deacon Nichols, and Mr. Hendrick, be a Committee to 
consider the matter at large. 

The Committee on the Letter from the Committee of 
Inspection of Londonderry reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas the Committee of Inspection for the Town 
of Londonderry have collected a considerable quantity of 
wearing apparel, household furniture, and other articles, that 
were taken away on the day of the battle at Charlestown, 
and have sent them to Watertown, and delivered them into 
the hands of Mr. Richard Deverts ; and whereas it is 
probable that wearing apparel, household furniture, and 
other goods, were taken from Charlestown and other 
places at the time aforesaid, and may be in divers Towns 
of this Colony, and the neighbouring Colonies and Provin- 
ces : It is therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence and 
Committees of Inspection in each Town in this Colony, 
and in each Town in the neighbouring Colonies and Pro- 
vinces, and, where no such Committees are, the Select- 
men of each Town, be desired to make inquiry and search 
for any Apparel or Goods of any sort brought amongst 
them, belonging to the Inhabitants of Boston or Charles- 
toion, or any other Towns, at or after the time aforesaid, 
and that they advertise in the publick newspapers all 
such Goods as may, from time to time, come to their 
hands, that the owners thereof may know where to apply 
for the same. 

And it is further Resolved, That the said Richard Dc- 
vens be directed to deliver the Goods now in his posses- 
sion to those persons that shall make out to his satisfaction 
their property in them, they paying a proportionable part 
of the charge of collecting and bringing the same to 
Watertown. 

In Council, October 4, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Colonel Cutt, Colonel Pyncheon, and 
Major Ely, be a Committee to bring in a Resolve recom- 
mending to the Corporation and Overseers of Harvard 
College not to appoint any person as Governour or In- 
structor, but such whose political principles they can de- 
pend upon; and to inquire into the principles of such as 
are now in office, and dismiss those who are not friendly 
to the Country. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
the Proceedings of the Committee of Inspection of Deer- 
Island, relative to the Schooner Nightingale, be directed 
to sit forthwith. 

The House, according to the Order of the Day, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of suitable Grants to the Civil 
Officers of the Colony. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That there be granted and 
allowed, to be paid out of the publick Treasury, to Mr. 
Edward Wigglesworth, Hollisian Professor of Divinity at 
Harvard College, the sum of one hundred Pounds, as a 
gratuity, in consideration of his faithful discharge of the 
great and important trust reposed in him, for one year, 
ending the 25th day of January last. 

Resolved, That there be granted and allowed, to be paid 
out of the publick Treasury, to John Winlhrop, Esq., L. 
L. D., Hollisian Professor of Mathematical and Natural 
Philosophy at Harvard College, the sum of one hundred 
Pounds, as a gratuity, in consideration of his faithful dis- 
charge of the great and important trust reposed in him, 
for one year, ending the 13th day of January last. 

Resolved, That there be granted and allowed, to be paid 
out of the publick Treasury, to Mr. Stephen Sewall, 
Hancock Professor of i\\s_/Jfybrew and other Oriental 
Languages at Harvard College, the sum of forty Pounds, 
as a gratuity in consideration of his faithful discharge of the 
great and important trust reposed in him, for one year. 

Ordered, That a grant to the President of Harvard 
College, and to the Commissary-General, be referred to 
some future time. 

Ordered, That Deacon Plympton and Mr. Hobart be 
on the Committee to examine Captain Pote and Captain 
Wyer, in the room of Colonel Thompson and Captain 
Cutter, excused. 
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A Petition of Jeremiah Pote and Thomas Wyer* pray- 
ing to be heard, as soon as may be, before the Court, on 
the matter of charge laid against them by the Commit- 
tee of Falmouth. 

Afternoon. 

Resolved, That there be granted and allowed, to be paid 
out of the publick Treasury, to the Honourable James 
Warren, Esq., the sum of four Shillings per diem, for 
every day of his attendance in the General Court, during 
its several Sessions, over and above his pay as a member 
of this House. 

In Council, October 4, 1775. Read and concurred. 

Resolved, That the Thanks of this House be given to 
the Honourable James Warren, Esq., for his faithful ser- 
vices as President of the late Provincial Congress. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a Resolve re- 
specting the Corporation and Overseers of Harvard Col- 
lege reported, Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the said Corpo- 
ration and Overseers not to appoint any persons as Gov- 
erhours or Instructors, but such whose political principles 
they can confide in; and also to inquire into the principles 
of such as are now in office, and dismiss those who, by 
their past or present conduct, appear to be unfriendly to 
the liberties and privileges of the Colonies; and the Secre- 
tary is hereby directed to serve the President of Harvard 
College, and the Secretary of the Board of Overseers, 
severally, with a copy of this Resolve. 

In Council, October 4, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Walter Spooner, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee appointed to consider what was" proper to be 
done with the two Vessels lately taken and carried, one 
into Cape- Ann, and the other into Marblehead. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
desiring them to send down all the Papers that relate to 
the capture of the two Vessels aforesaid. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hall, Mr. Caldwell, and Deacon 
Gould, be on the Committee to consider the Proceedings 
of the Committee of Deer-Island, in the room of Mr. Jew- 
ett, Deacon Raivson, and Mr. Gerry, excused. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
desiring them to direct the Committee who were appointed 
to bring in a Militia Bill to sit forthwith. 

The Report on the Petition from the Committee of 
Waldoborough. Read, and not accepted ; and the Peti- 
tioners have leave to withdraw their Petiiion. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down the Papers rela- 
tive to the two captures; and at the same time informed 
the House that the honourable Board had agreed to the 
further assignment of Friday next, at ten o'clock, for the 
choice of Civil Officers. 

The Report of the Committee appointed by both Houses 
to consider the capture and disposal of the Schooner In- 
dustry, Francis Butler, master, and her Cargo, was read, 
amended, and accepted, and is as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence of 
the Town of Marblehead be, and they hereby are directed 
to return an Inventory of the said Cargo to this Court, on 
oath, and cause said Cargo to be sold at publick vendue, 
and after paying the necessary charges of taking care of 
said Vessel and Cargo, and the sale of the same, that they 
bring, or cause to be brought, the remainder of the Money 
that said Cargo may sell for into the publick Treasury of 
this Colony, taking the Treasurer's receipt for the same, 
there to be held till the further order of the General As- 
sembly of this Colony; that the Money on board said 
Schooner, said to be the property of some inhabitants of 
Boston, be also delivered to the said Treasurer, taking his 
receipt therefor, that this Court may have opportunity 

* Petition of Jeremiah Pote and Thomas Wyer humbly shevveth : 
That they being accused, by the Committee of Inspection of the Town 
of Falmouth, of counteracting the Association of the late honourable 
Congress of this Colony, by sending dry Fish to the West-Indies, are 
desirous of haying their cnuse before the General Court as soon as may 
be, that their conduct may appear in its true light, whereby they hope 
to, be deliyejcd from alj suspicion of being enemies to their Country ; 
and they 6eg leave to assure this honourable Court, that they think 
they have and still do design religiously to adhere to and pursue every 
measure that is or shall be ordered for the defence of American liberty. 
And they, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 



to determine the propriety of delivering the same, when- 
ever the owners shall appear. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Committee of 
Correspondence be directed to have the said Schooner 
appraised by three persons, under oath, and that they 
make return of said appraisement to this Court, as soon as 
may be ; and that the said Schooner be delivered to the 
order of his Excellency General Washington, for him to 
improve as an armed vessel, he giving a receipt for the 
same, duplicate of which shall be lodged in the said Trea- 
surer's office. 

Ft is also further Resolved, That the men who were 
present aiding and assisting in the capture of said Vessel, 
shall be allowed, out of the publick Treasury, such sums 
as this Court shall hereafter determine ; they proving, by 
a certificate from said Committee, to the satisfaction of this 
Court, that they were so assisting. 

The Report of the Committee appointed by both Houses 
to consider the capture and disposal of the Brigantine Dol- 
phin, William Wallace, master, was read, amended, and 
accepted, and is as follows, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety for the Town of 
Gloucester be, and they hereby are directed lo deliver the 
Master of said Vessel his Wearing Apparel and Cabin Fur- 
niture, and that they also deliver the Mate andforemast 
hands thereof any small property or adventure they may 
have on board ; and that the said Committee of Safety, as 
soon as may be, return a true Inventory of the said Cargo 
to this Court, under oath, and that they cause the same, 
except what is to be delivered as aforesaid, to be sold at 
publick vendue, and to bring, or to cause to be brought, the 
Money that the same may produce into the publick Trea- 
sury of this Colony, and take the Treasurer's receipt for 
the same, there to be held till some further orderof the 
General Court. 

And it is further Resolved, That the said Committee 
of Safety be directed to have the said Brigantine appraised 
by three men, under oath, and that they make return of 
said Appraisement to this Court, as soon as may be ; and 
that the said Brigantine be delivered to his Excellency 
General Washington's order, for him to improve her as an 
armed vessel, for defence of the Country; he giving his 
receipt for the same, a duplicate of which receipt said 
Committee are directed to lodge in the Treasurer's office 
aforesaid. 

And it is also Resolved, That there shall be allowed, 
out of the publick Treasury, to those persons who were pre- 
sent and assisting in the capture of said Vessel, such sums 
as this Court shall hereafter determine ; they proving, by a 
certificate from said Committee or otherwise, to the satis- 
faction of this Court, that they were so assisting. 

Wednesday, October 4, 1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee appoint- 
ed to prepare Accounts to be laid before the Continental 
Congress bring in a Resolve purporting some method of 
applying to said Congress for a gross sum, as a reimburse- 
ment of our expenses in the American cause, till said Ac- 
counts can be properly prepared and supported. 

The Committee to receive Fire-Arms reported. The 
Report was recommitted. 

Whereas some persons, in order to break through the 
Association, entered into by the Continental Congress in 
behalf of their constituents, and to contravene the Resolu- 
tions of the late Congress of this Colony, have ordered 
their Vessels into the eastern parts of this Province, and 
the good people there have been at great expense and 
trouble in coming to and attending on the General Court, 
to take necessary orders for the disposal of such Vessels 
by them so taken into custody; and whereas, to ease the 
people of this expense, it becomes necessary, in the present 
exigency of publick affairs, to have a more certain inquiry 
made into the reason of such captures, before the General 
Court shall take them under consideration : 

It is therefore Resolved, That Samuel Jordan, Esq., 
Daniel Merritt, Alexander Campbell, William Nichols, 
John Bayne, John Springer, Joseph Wood, James Rich- 
ardson, Adam Cogswell, Thomas Stincon, John Bateman, 
Thomas Milliken, and Ivory Hovey, be a Committee, until 
the further order of this or some future General Court of 
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this Colony, any nine of whom to be a quorum, to examine 
into the reason and justness of the capture of any Vessel 
or Vessels that have been or may be taken into custody 
by any Committee of Inspection, Safety, or Correspond- 
ence, of any Town, place, or District, or other person, be- 
tween Penobscot and Machias, and may order any Vessel 
or Vessels so taken to be discharged or held, according to 
the nature of the charge and evidence against them; and 
in such cases where the said Committee shall order the 
detention of any Vessel taken into custody as above ex- 
pressed, they are required, as soon as may be, to transmit 
an account of their doings to this Court, setting forth the 
nature of the case, with the circumstances attending it : 
Provided, always, That when any Committee of Inspec- 
tion, Safety, or Correspondence, of any Town, District, or 
place, within the limits aforesaid, or any Owner or Master 
of any Vessel so taken and detained, shall be aggrieved at 
the determination of said Committee by this Court appoint- 
ed, such Committee of any Town, place, or District, or 
Owner or Master of any such Vessel or Vessels, may bring 
their cause, at their expense, before the General Court of 
this Colony, where they shall be heard, and have the order 
or determination of said Committee appointed by this Court 
reversed, if the same shall appear to said Court to be un- 
reasonable and unjust; to which end, the said Committee 
are required to furnish any Committees, or other person or 
persons aggrieved by their determination, in any instance, 
with copies of their Proceedings, the same being demanded. 

' Afternoon. 

A Message by the Secretary, from a majority of the 
honourable Council, viz : 
" Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

" There is of necessity some expense incurred by the 
bringing of persons before the Council, who are taken in 
Vessels, and otherwise ; and no provision is made for dis- 
charging the same. To delay the persons concerned until 
application can be made to the whole General Court for 
the paying such accounts would increase the publick ex- 
pense, and injure the persons so detained. We recom- 
mend to your consideration, the making some provisions, 
by an application of such a sum of money as you shall 
judge necessary, to be applied for that purpose, without 
an application to the whole Court. 

" W. Sever, B. Lincoln, 

" B. Greenleaf, James Prescott, 
" W. Spooner, Charles Chauncy, 

" J. Winthrop, Michael Farley, 

" B. Chadbourn, J. Palmer, 
" Joseph Gerrish, S. Holten, 
"John Whitcomb, Moses Gill. 
" Jedediah Foster, 

"Council Chamber, October 4, 1775." 

Read, and committed to Colonel Sayer, Captain Walker, 
Captain Baichelder, Captain Adams, and Mr. Sewatt. 

Ordered, That Captain Partridge, Colonel Sayer, and 
Colonel Thayer, be a Committee to consider how the 
Fire -Arms procured by this Colony shall be disposed of. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Story be added 
to the Committee appointed to prepare Accounts to be 
transmitted to the Continental Congress. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down the Report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to wait on General Washington, on the 
representation from the Committee of Safety of Newbury- 

nort, viz : 

1 "In Council, October 4, 1775. 

" That they are informed by his Excellency, that it is 
his purpose to have some Armed Vessels fitted out imme- 
diately, on the pay of the Continent, for the purpose of 
cruising along the Sea-Coast. That he intends to furnish 
men for this business from the Army, as he has a sufficient 
number qualified therefor. He therefore declines taking 
the Vessel, referred to in the aforementioned representa- 
tion, into the Continental service. 

" B. Greenleaf, per order." 

Jedediah Foster , Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses appointed to consider the re- 
quest of Captain Jacob Rogers. 

Resolved, Thai Mr. John Kneeland be directed to 



apply to the Officers of the Massachusetts Forces, for a 
Return of the said Forces, agreeable to the Orders of 
General Washington, which were issued pursuant to the 
desire of this House. 

Thursday, October 5, 1775' 

The Report of the Committee of both Houses on the 
request of Captain Jacob Rogers was read and considered; 
and the question was put, whether the House will accept 
the same ? It passed in the negative ; and the Petition was 
dismissed. 

On a motion, Resolved, That there be a further assign- 
ment for the consideration of the Petition of Isaac '.Bqckus, 
agent for the Baptist Churches ; and three o'clock, next 
Friday, was assigned for that purpose accordingly. 

Afternoon. 

A Petition of Ivory Hovey, praying that the Committee 
for the Eastern Districts may be empowered to fit out cer- 
tain Vessels therein mentioned, as Privateers, &,c, read, 
and committed to Mr. Hopkins, Captain Morton, and 
Colonel Thompson. 

The Committee appointed to consider what is proper 
to be done relative to the communication between the Town 
of Boston and the country reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas this Court has reason to apprehend that the 
Small-Pox prevails in the Town of Boston, whereby 
great danger is apprehended of spreading that distemper 
through the country, by the Ferry at Chelsea, being open 
for the transportation of t he Poor and other inhabitants of 
the Town of Boston into the country ; and whereas Gen- 
eral Gage does not comply with the just expectations of 
this Court, that the said inhabitants, with their effects, 
should come out indiscriminately, but perverts the com- 
munication to purposes that may prove dangerous to the 
community : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee appointed to 
attend at Chelsea be ordered to retire, and give no further 
attendance, and that no boats pass and repass that ferry, 
from and to Boston; and whenever it shall appear to this 
Court that General Gage is disposed to comply with his 
engagement for a general liberation of the inhabitants of 
Boston and their effects, this Court will be ready to re- 
ceive and make suitable provision for said inhabitants, 

In Council, October 5, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

On the Memorial from the Field-Officers of the County 
of Barnstable, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen and other persons who 
have billeted the Soldiers raised in the County of Barn- 
stable, and stationed in the Counties of Barnstable and 
Plymouth, be allowed the Billeting Money that shall be 
due to them the 8th of October instant; and, also, that the 
sum of one hundred Pounds be allowed and paid, out of 
the publick Treasury, to Colonel Joseph Otis, Colonel 
Nathaniel Freeman, Major Enoch Ilallet, and Joseph 
Demick, or to either of them, for the purpose of purchasing 
four pieces of Cannon, from four to nine pounders, and 
Ammunition for the same, agreeable to the within Petition ; 
the said Colonel Joseph Otis, and the other Field-Officers, 
to be accountable to this Court for said sum. 

Friday, October G, 1775. 

The Report on the Account and Petition of the Select- 
men of Springfield was read, and not accepted ; and the 
Petitioners had leave to withdraw their Petition. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitts, Colonel Sayer, and Deacon 
Cheever, with such as the honourable Board may join, be 
a Committee to consider a Letter from Messieurs Thomas 
Crandon and Nathaniel Hammond,* relative to a Brigantine 

* A letter from Thomas Crandon and Nathaniel Hammond, of Dart, 
mouth, acquainting the honourable Board of an alarm upon Naushan. 
Island, and several Companies repaired there, to their assistance ; and 
at the time they were there, Captain Collins, in a sloop-of-war, came 
down the Sound, with four brigantines and a tender. In the night, on 
the 29th of September, one of said brigantines got on shore upon Non- 
nemesset-Island. After a trial, found they could not get her off. The 
owner of said brigantine, Mr. Bowers, with the men belonging to the 
sloop-of-war, took to their boat, and set out for Holmes's Hole, in order 
to get assistance from aboard a man-of-war. In the interim, our sol- 
diery, having notice of her being on shore, went and took possession of 
her, and have brought her to Dartmouth, where they have her safe, 
under a strong guard. 
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lately taken and carried into Dartmouth ; also, a Letter 
from the Committee of Correspondence of Dartmouth* 
dated October 1st, relative to the same Brigantine, and to 
six Prisoners, taken at Martha's Vineyard, and brought to 
this Town. 

In Council, October 6, 1775: Read and concurred; and 
Walter Spooner and Moses Gill, Esquires, are joined. 

A Petition of Joseph Patrick, praying an allowance for 
the expense of himself and a number of other persons, in 
taking and securing two Vessels at the eastward, was read, 
and committed to Mr. Hopkins, Captain Batchelder, and 
Mr. Whitney. 

The Committee on the Petition of Ivory Hovey, entered 
October 5th, reported. The Report was ordered to lie 
on the table till the Committee appointed to consider the 
expediency of fitting out a number of Armed Vessels 
should report, who were enjoined to sit ; and Mr. Gerry 
and Captain Foster were appointed on said Committee, in 
the room of Colonel Grout and Mr. Jeivett, absent. 

The Committee appointed to consider what should be 
done with the Fire-Arms purchased for the use of this 
Government reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas a number of Fire-Arms have been purchased 
by this Colony, and no person appointed whose proper 
business it is to receive and take charge of the same ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That Deacon Samuel Fisk, of Watertown, be, 
and he hereby is authorized and directed to receive into 
his possession such Fire-Arms and Accoutrements as have 
been or may be purchased for the use of this Colony, and 
give his receipt for the same ; which receipt shall be lodged 
with the Clerk of tbis House, before any further allow- 
ance be made for the payment for said Arms; and said 
Samuel Fisk shall deliver said Fire- Arms to the order of 
the major part of the Council only, and shall be account- 
able to this or some General Court for his conduct in said 
office. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to examine 
and receive Fire-Arms be directed to see that each Fire- 
Arm, purchased by this Colony, be marked with the let- 
ters CM, I?., and numbered, and that such number and 
mark be stamped on the barrel ; and, when so marked and 
numbered, to be by said Committee deposited with Deacon 
Samuel Fisk, of Watertown. 

Ordered, That Mr. Partridge inform the said Deacon 
Fisk that this House have appointed him to take such 
Fire-Arms into his custody. 

Afternoon. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses, on the Petition of Jeremiah 
Pote and Thomas Wyer; and the Representation of the 
Committee of Inspection of the Town of Falmouth, rela- 
tive to the said Pote and Wyer's shipping dry Fish, con- 
trary to tlie Resolve of the Congress of this Colony, passed 
on the 12th of June last. 

" In Council, October 6, 1775. 

'' The Committee of both Houses upon the Petition of 
Jeremiah Pote and Thomas Wyer, and the Representation 
of the Committee of Inspection of the Town of Falmouth, 
relating to the said Pote and Wyer's shipping dry Fish, con- 
trary to the Resolve of the Congress of tbis Colony, passed 
on the 12th day of June last: The Committee have at- 
tended that service, and agree to report the following facts: 

" We find the said Wyer arrived at Portsmouth, in New- 
Hampshire, in the schooner called the Favourite, about the 
20th day of July last, and was restrained from proceeding 
from that port to the port of Falmouth, (where the vessel 
belonged,) by the Captain of the man-of-war then in that 
harbour. The owners of said vessel (the said Pote being 
one) were obliged to purchase the cargo in that river, and 
landed and sailed out of that harbour ; and they gave the 

* A letter, from the Committee of Correspondence of Dartmouth, ac- 
quainting the honourable Board, that, on the 30th ultimo, the militia of 
Martha's Vineyard made six men prisoners, belonging to the Nautilus, 
ship-of-war, Captain Collins commander, which men were sent to us 
this day, by the Committee of Correspondence at Holmes's Hole, and, 
upon examination, find they were actually engaged in the service of 
the enemiosr of America. Also inform you, that on the same day, a 
brigantine from Jamaica, laden with rum, sugar, and cotton, the pro- 
perty, of Mr. Henry Bowers, was retaken and sent in here, &e. 



master of said vessel one hundred and thirty-six dollars, 
to lay out in dry fish, in the Isle of Shoals, if the wind 
would permit of his calling there after he went out of the 
harbour. The said Pote, in excuse for his so doing, said 
he never had seen said resolve of Congress, but had heard 
of it ; but as they were in another Colony, thought that 
resolve could not be binding upon him ; but soon after 
was convinced of his error, and is heartily sorry for the 
offence he has given in that transaction, and has since and 
will observe, religiously, the resolves of this Colony and 
the Continental Congress. 

" It does not appear to your Committee that the said 
Wyer ever heard of said resolve of that time. Where- 
fore, although your Committee think the care and vigilance 
of the Committee of Inspection of the Town of Falmouth 
to be very commendable, yet inasmuch as the fish above 
referred to was purchased without the limits of this Colo- 
ny, if purchased at all on their account, and therefore as 
they apprehended no violations of the resolves of Con- 
gress, and as they profess an entire disposition religiously 
to observe and conform to all the resolves and regulations 
of the Congress of the Continent, and also of the Colony, 
they are of opinion that the said Pote and Wyer be dis- 
missed from any further attendance on this Court. 

" Read and accepted ; and thereupon 

"Resolved, That the said Pote and Wyer be dismissed 
from any further attendance on this Court." 

Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That a Message go to the honourable Board, 
to desire them to inquire of the Committee appointed to 
bring in a Militia Bill, if they were ready to report. 

Ordered, That Captain Cutter be on the Committee to 
consider the expediency of fitting out Armed Vessels, in 
the room of Mr. Sullivan. 

The Secretary laid upon the table two Letters from his 
Excellency General Washington, one dated August 30, 
relative to a demand for Wood, the other of this date, 
relative to the same article ; and also to some irregularities 
at Winnisimit Ferry, and the necessity of appropriating 
the houses in and about Cambridge as Barracks for the 
Troops ; and informed the House that it was the desire of 
the honourable Council that they might be immediately 
taken into consideration. They were accordingly read, and 
committed to Major Learned, Colonel Sayer, Colonel Tha- 
yer, and M ajor Fuller, with such as the honourable Board 
may join. 

In Council, October 7, 1775 : Read and concurred ; and 
Benjamin Grecnlcaf, Walter Spooner, and Joseph Gerrish, 
Esquires, are joined. 

Ordered, That the Memorial and Address of Isaac Back- 
us, in behalf of the Baptist Churches, be committed to 
Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Wood, Captain Morton, 
Mr. Hendrick, Mr. Mitts, and Doctor Fletcher. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to repair to 
Windsor, to obtain what knowledge they could in the ma- 
nufactory of Saltpetre,* was read, and Tuesday next, at 

* The Committee who were appointed by this honourable Assembly 
to carry on the manufacture of saltpetre, for throe months from the 
first day of September, 1775, having been ordered by this honourable 
House, on the 30th day of September ultimo, to repair to Windsor, in 
Connecticut, in order to acquire further knowledge in that important 
mamifiicturo, the subscriber, as Chairman of that Committee, begs 
leave to report tiie following state of facts, viz : That as Captain Bow- 
man, one of said Committee, was at Newburyport, did not think it ex- 
pedient to wait until he could be sent for from so great a distance, but 
immediately set out for Windsor, by the way of Bolton, in order to con- 
sult Deacon Baker, another of said Committee, who refused to accom- 
pany me, alleging that one could do the business effectually, and that 
his going would only put the Colony to unnecessary charge. From 
thence I proceeded on my way with all expedition for Windsor; 
but, luckily, in passing through Enfield, a Town adjoining to Wind, 
sor, I lit on a saltpetre work, where the business had been carried 
on with success by Messrs. Blakerlige and Wilson. They had erected 
a house for that purpose, about thirty by twenty feet square. They 
had three vats, containing about forty -five bushels each. They had also 
two potash kettles, conveniently set in brick, for boiling. They had 
just finished a very successful process, and showed me a vessel of very 
fine saltpetre crystals, containing twenty-seven pounds weight, which 
they had obtained at one boiling. They appeared like gentlemen tr aly 
patriotick ; and their lato success inspired them with such generosity 
that they immediately told me they would freely communicate fo mo 
all the knowledge they had acquired in this art ; which they did, as fol- 
lows, viz : They told me that they had been endeavouring to make salt. 
petro, by different processes, for more than a month, with very ordinary 
success, not having been able, from a great number of processes, to 
obtain but about twenty weight in the whole; and after entirely failing- 
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three o'clock, was assigned to take the same into considera- 
tion. 

Resolved, That the Committee last mentioned be di- 
rected to make trial in this Town of the process mentioned 
in said Report. 

Resolved, That Joseph Greenleaf Esq., with such other 
person as he may choose, be, and hereby is appointed to 



Saturday, October 7, 1775. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down the Report of a 
Committee of both Houses on the Petition of Thomas 
Crandon and Nathaniel Hammond ; and also on the appli- 
cation made by the Committee of Correspondence for the 
Town of Dartmouth, viz : 

" The Committee of both Houses, appointed on the Pe- 



repair immediately to Brookfield, to make experiment of tition of Thomas Crandon and Nathaniel Hammond, and 
-- ■ - ... also on the application made by the Committee of Corres- 

pondence for the Town of Dartmouth, have attended that 
service, and beg leave to report as their opinion, that four 
of the prisoners named therein, viz : Edward Webb, Tho- 
mas Newman, Charles Clarke, and John Wooden, be forth- 
with sent to Taunton Jail, in this Colony, there to be con- 
fined until the further order of this Court; and the other 
two appearing to be impressed men, (viz : Benjamin Bow- 
ers and John Burn,) therefore report that they be dis- 
charged. Also report, that the said Brigantine, mentioned 
by said Committee, said to be the property of Henry Bow- 
ers and Henry Bowers, Jun., be forthwith discharged, and 
delivered to the said Bowerses, or their orders. 

"■In Council: Read and accepted ; and thereupon 
"Resolved, That the said Edward Webb, Thomas New- 
man, Charles Clarke, and John Wooden, be forthwith sent 
to Taunton Jail, in this Colony, there to be confined until 
the further order of this Court; and that the said Benja- 
min Bowers and John Burn be forthwith discharged. 

"And it is further Resolved, That the said Brigantine 
be forthwith discharged, and delivered over to Messrs. 
Henry Bowers and Henry Bowers, Jun., who are the 
rightful owners thereof." 

Read and concurred. 

Charles Chauncy, Esquire, brought down a Petition of 
James Hayward, of Braintree, praying this Court to sus- 
pend the proceedings of the Committee of Correspondence 
of said Town, with respect to the Estate of the late John 
Borland, Esq., until he can have a hearing thereupon be- 
fore this Court, with the following vote of Council thereon : 

" In Council, October 6, 1775. 

" Read, and Ordered, That the Petitioner serve the 
Committee of Correspondence with a copy of this Petition 
and Order ; that they show cause to this Court, if any they 
have, on Thursday, the J 2th inst., why the prayer thereof 
should not be granted ; and that they stay all further pro- 
ceedings, in regard to the said Estate, in the mean time." 

Read and concurred. 

Monday, October 9, 1775. 
Resolved, That four o'clock, in the afternoon, be assign- 
ed for the consideration of a Letter to the Continental Con- 
gress, and an Account reported by the Committee to pre- 
pare Accounts, fee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan prepare an Address to the 
majority of the honourable Council relative to an informa- 
tion received by this House, of thirteen Ships and two other 
Vessels arrived at Long-Island, near Penobscot. 

John Whitcomb, Esq., brought down a Letter or Speech 
from Ambroisc and Pierre Toma, Heads of the St. John's 
Tribe, viz : 

" Penobscot Falls, September 12, 1775. 

" To the Honourable the Council of the Massachtjsetts- 

Bay: 

" Sir: Ambroise and Pierre Toma, two of the heads of 
the St. John's Tribe of Indians, came in here this day and 
desired me to write you the following letter, from their own 
mouths, and forward it to you by the first opportunity, and 
to request an answer from you. 

" I am, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most 
obedient humble servant, Jonathan Lowder." 

"At the Truck-House, Penobscot Falls, Sept. 12, 1775. 

" Capt. Thomas Fletcher and Lieutenant Andrew Gil- 
man, interpreters, present. 

" We, Ambroise and Pierre Toma, the heads of the St. 
John's Tribe, and in behalf of said tribe and the Mickamack 
Tribe, salute the chiefs of the Colony of the Massachusetts, 
and wish you health, and that God would prosperyou in your 
present war with Great Britain. We have talked with the 
Penobscot Tribe, and by them we hear you are engaged in 



a certain earth there, said to be impregnated with a matter 
proper for the production of Sulphur. 

Ordered, That Captain Batchelder and Major Smith be 
appointed on the Committee to bring in a Militia Bill, in 
the room of Colonel Godfrey and Colonel Porter, absent. 

of success, without knowing the cause, were about to give over ; but 
hearing that one Mr. Kibbe, of Windsor, Goshen, had discovered a suc- 
cessful method of making saltpetre, they immediately applied to him 
for instructions, who acquainted them that he had, by repeated experi- 
ments, found out a method by which he could make fifteen or sixteen 
weight of saltpetre in a day, but utterly refused to give them any in- 
formation until they had given him a fee of four Pounds, lawful money. 
Upon which ho told them as follows, viz: That saltpetre, he found, 
might be extracted from almost any earth in some quantity. He had 
tried common earth, take n up directly from the ground, which had never 
been under any cover, and from his vat full, (containing between fifty 
and sixty bushels,) he had made six pounds of good saltpetre ; but the 
best earth he could find was from under old buildings, standing on 
pretty high land, of a light, sandy, or loamy nature. In using this 
earth, he found the light loose dirt on the surface contained the 
largest proportion of nitre; but when he got below this, the lower he 
dug the better it yielded, as he had gone, which was about three feet 
deep. With this earth he filled his vat, as he had but one, leaving it 
hollow on the top. He then sprinkled on the earth, in the vat, lie, drawn 
from common ashes, in the proportion of about a pint to a bushel of 
earth. He then poured on water, sufficient to wet the earth, about milk- 
warm. He then poured on cold water until he had added about as 
much as there was of the earth, letting it run through the earth as 
soon as it would; if the first running was foul, he returned it on to the 
earth until it came through perfectly clear. He continued to save the 
lie, for boiling, as long as it came through clear; but as soon as it 
began to change to a j'ellow or brown colour, he put all that came 
through after that into his next vat of earth, alleging, very justly, that 
the nitre, being easily dissolved by water, came through first, and that 
when the colour changed, the unctuous, bituminous parts of the earth 
were coming through, which, though they contained some nitro, yet 
would so clog and entangle the nitrous salts, as to prevent their freely 
shooting into crystals. When he had collected a sufficient quantity of 
lie to fill his two kettles, he began to boil ; and as the lie consumed in 
the kettles, he constantly filled the kettle he intended to boil off in with 
hot liquor, out of the other kettle, and filled that other kettle with cold 
lie from the vats, observing carefully, through the whole boiling, to 
skim off what arose to the top of the boiling liquor ; whicli scum he 
saved to put into his next vat of earth. When he had got all the liquor 
he designed for one boiling, into one kettle, and had reduced it to about 
double or treble the quantity he expected to reduce it to for crystal- 
lizing, he poured it into a tub, previously fixed for the purpose, by being 
let nearly on a level, being perforated, and a tap fixed within about an 
inch of the bottom. After tutting it stand in this tub a sufficient time 
for all the gross matter to settle to the bottom, he drew it off by the 
abovcmenlioned tap, which left the sediment in the bottom of the tub, 
below the tap. He then returned it into his kettle, and boiled it gently, 
throwing in at this time a small quantity of alurn, viz : about two 
spoonfuls into a quantity of liquor, from which he expected fifteen 
pounds of nitre. This would occasion it to throw up the impurities, 
plentifully, to the surface of the boiling liquor, which he carefully 
skimmed off, until by setting a little of the liquor in a cool place, in a 
spoon, he found it begin to shoot into crystals. He then dipped it out 
of the kettle into the abovementioned perforated tub, being clean 
washed. Here ho let it stand long enough for the gross matter again 
to subside, taking care, however, to draw it off into his coolers before 
it grew so cold as to crystallize in the tub. For crystallizing vessels, 
he preferred wooden trays to any other, into which he now drew 
his liquor, and set it in a cool place, where, in about twelve hours, it 
would be sufficiently crystallized. He then carefully drained off the 
liquor from the crystals, and boiled it again, until he found it would 
again crystallize. He then poured it into his tub, in order for the sedi- 
ment to subside as before, and then drew it off and set it to crystal- 
lize. This he repeated twice after the first crystallizing, and the re- 
maining liquor he put into his next vat of earth. His method of 
refining was exactly similar to that recommended from Virginia, pub- 
lished in the pamphlet ordered by the Continental Congress. 

By exactly following these directions, these gentlemen informed me 
they had produced the fine crop of crystals I there saw ; and by com- 
puting from the success they had there had, and even making some 
allowance, they should be able (in that works, consisting of throe vats, 
holding about forty-five bushels each, and two potash kettles to boil 
in) to make fifty weight a week. 

Having got this intelligence from these gentlemen, I went to visit 
Mr. Kibbe, who appeared very reserved on the subject ; but he told me 
that he had honestly told these gentlemen all he knew at that time, 
and that the knowledge I had got in the business was sufficient to 
carry it on with success ; but that, lie had, in the course of his experi- 
ments, since he informed them, made some very useful, advantageous 
discoveries ; but as he had obtained his knowledge by great expense 
of time, and painful assiduity, he did not think it his duty to give it 
away; but as their Assembly was to sit soon, he intended to make them 
an offer of his skill, on reasonable terms, which, if they complied with, 
no doubt the whole would be soon published. He told me, positively, 
that he could make fifteen pounds a day, and confirmed the above ac- 
counts those gentlemen had given mo, respecting the nitrous qualities 

of the earth, from his own experience. „ T „ T 

■ - ■> r William Whiting. 
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a war 'with Great Britain, and that they are engaged to join 
with you in opposing your and our enemies. We heartily 
join with our brethren the Penobscot Indians in every thing 
that they have or shall agree with our brethren of the Colony 
of the Massachusetts, and are resolved to stand together 
and oppose the people of Old-England that are endeavour- 
ing to take your and our lands from us. We are brothers 
of one Father, and one God made us all, and we will stand 
by you as long as the Almighty will give us strength, and 
we hope you will do the same for us. We have no where 
to look to for assistance but to you, and we desire that 
you would help us to a priest, that he may pray with us 
to God Almighty. We have no place to go to but to Pe- 
nobscot for support, and we desire you would provide am- 
munition, provisions, and goods, for us there, and we will 
come in there and give you our furs and skins, and take 
our support from you in return, and will be thankful to 
you for the kindness. 

.-." Brothers, we pray God to bless you and prosper you, 
and strengthen and lengthen this new chain with us." 

In Council, October 9, 1115: Read and sent down. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Orne, Mr. Story, and 
Mr. Sullivan, with such as the honourable Board may 
join. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down a Petition of Tho- 
mas Gould, of Eastham, Master of the Schooner William, 
owned by Mr. John Prince, now at Halifax, praying the 
directions of the Court with respect to a Letter he lias 
received from said Prince. Read and committed. 

Mr. Sullivan, according to order, reported the following; 
which was read and accepted, viz : 

May it please your Honours : 

The House has just received intelligence that there are 
now at Long-Island, near Penobscot River, several per- 
sons employed in cutting wood, in order to supply our 
enemies, the Ministerial Army, now in possession of the 
Town of Boston, and that Admiral Graves has sent a 
nuftiber of armed vessels to guard and protect the provi- 
ders and carriers of said wood. And as the militia, with 
the forces raised in this Colony to defend the sea-coast, 
are under the command of your Honours, the House begs 
leave to suggest to you the necessity of your taking this 
matter under consideration, that your Honours may order 
such re-enforcements as you shall judge necessary. And 
the House further begs leave to suggest that one Captain 
Bradish, now in the Army, can give your Honours inform- 
ation of the above facts. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Orne, Mr. Pitts, 
Colonel Sawyer, and Mr. Mills, be a Committee to wait 
upon the majority of the honourable Council with the fore- 
going Message. 

"In Council, October 9, 1775: Read, and by the major 
part of the Council, Ordered, That William Sever, Walter 
Spooner, and Moses Gill, Esqs., be a Committee to con- 
sider the merits thereof, and report." 

The Committee appointed to consider at large the ex- 
pense which the several Towns in this Colony have been 
at in providing and conveying Provisions to the Soldiers 
immediately after the battle at Concord and Lexington, 
reported the following Resolve, viz: 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of each Town make out 
an exact Account of the Provisions that their respective 
Towns provided, and the charge of conveyance, certified 
by them ; and that there be a Committee appointed by 
this House to examine their respective Accounts, and when 
corrected, to be paid out of the publick Treasury. 

Read and accepted ; and Mr. Cross, Deacon Nichols, 
Mr. Moody, Mr. Raivson, and Colonel Doane, were ap- 
pointed a Committee for the purpose abovementioned. 

The Petition of the Selectmen of Luncnburgh was com- 
mitted to the said Committee. 

An Account of Mrs. Dorothy Coolidge, for dining forty 
Gentlemen of the Clergy, Sic, was read, and committed to 
the Committee on Accounts. 

"~~ Afternoon. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider the 
expediency of fitting out Armed Vessels was taken into 
consideration. Read and accepted. 



Whereas the unnatural enemies of these Colonies have 
infested the sea-coasts with Armed Vessels, and are daily 
endeavouring to distress the inhabitants, by plundering 
Live Stock, and making captures of Provision and other 
Vessels, being the property of said inhabitants; and where- 
as the Grand Congress of America have resolved, " That 
each Colony, at their own expense, make such provision, 
by Armed Vessels or otherwise, as their respective Assem- 
blies, Conventions, or Committees of Safety, shall judge 
expedient, and suitable to their circumstances and situa- 
tions, for the protection of their Harbours and navigation 
on the Sea-Coasts, against all unlawful invasions, attacks, 
and depredations from Cutters and Ships of War;" and 
whereas it is the duty and interest of each Colony to exert 
itself, as well for the purpose of keeping Supplies from 
the enemy as for those mentioned in the Resolve just 
recited : 

Therefore, Resolved, That a Committee be now ap- 
pointed to prepare and bring in a Bill for the confiscation 
of all armed and other Vessels that shall be taken and 
brought into this Colony, together with their Cargoes, ap- 
purtenances, &c, which shall have been found making 
unlawful invasions, attacks, or depredations on our sea- 
coasts or navigation, or improved in supplying the enemy 
with Provisions, Sec, or employed by them in any other 
respect whatever; and that provision be made in said Bill 
for encouraging such of the inhabitants of this Colony as 
shall for this purpose be recommended by the Committees 
of Correspondence and Safety pf the Town in which they 
shall dwell, to fit out Armed Vessels, under such regula- 
tions as the Genera] Court shall order ; and that all Ves- 
sels and Cargoes that shall be taken by said inhabitants 
or others, properly authorized to take the same, and that 
shall be legally condemned in this Colony, shall be the 
property of the captors, they paying the charges of con- 
demnation. Also, that further provision be made in said 
Bill for determining the Salvage that shall be allowed on 
such Vessels as shall be retaken from the enemy before 
condemnation; and for erecting a Court for the trial and 
condemnation of all Vessels, Cargoes, &c, as aforesaid, 
that shall be taken and brought into this Colony. 

The Letter prepared to be sent to the Continental Con- 
gress was considered, and recommitted for amendment. 

Ordered, That the Expenses for defending and pro- 
tecting the Sea-Coast be detached from the general Ac- 
count which is designed to accompany the said Letter 
abovementioned. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay upon the table the 
Resolve of this Court appointing a Committee to examine 
into the reason and justness of the capture of Vessels that 
may be carried into the eastern parts of this Colony. 

Tuesday, October 10, 1775. 

Mr. John Lowell came in, and laid upon the table the 
Resolve of this Court, appointing a Committee to examine 
into the captures that may be carried into the eastern parts 
of the Colony. 

Afternoon. 

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider 
the Proceedings of the Committee of Deer-Island, relative 
to the Schooner Nightingale, sit thereon, and report as 
soon as may be. 

On the Petition of a number of Prisoners in Concord 
Jail* 

Resolved, That the prayer of this Petition be so far grant- 
ed as that Ephraim Wood, one of the Selectmen of the 
Town of Concord, be empowered and directed to provide 
one Coat, one pair of Breeches, one pair of Stockings, one 
Shirt, and one pair of Shoes, for such of the Petitioners as 
the Selectmen of the Town of Concord judge are present 
sufferers from want of Clothing ; and he is desired to apply 
to this Court for the pay for said Clothing. 

In Council, October 10, 1775: Read and concurred. 

* Petition often prisoners belonging to the different Regiments now 
in Boston, being prisoners ever since the 19th of April last, and remain- 
ing now in jail in the Town of Concord. Pray your Honours to take 
under consideration our disagreeable necessity of applying to your 
Honours for clothing to cover our nakedness, to make us comfortable 
in the approaching season. We rely on your Honours' hummily for 
that relief which is necessary for your petitioners' preservation; and, 
us in duly bound, shall oyer pray. 
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Moses Gill, Esq., brought down a Petition of the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence for the Town of Worcester, set- 
ting forth, that one Monsieur Viart, under custody of the 
Committee of Safety there, stands in need of Clothing, and 
praying the consideration and direction of this Court. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Howe, Colonel Doane, 
and Colonel Mcintosh. 

Wednesday, October 11, 1775. 

The Committee on the Proceedings of the Committee of 
Deer-Island, relative to the Schooner Nightingale, report- 
ed. After debate thereon, the question was put, whether 
said Report be accepted ; and it was passed in the negative. 

It was then moved that a Committee be appointed to 
bring in a Resolve directing the said Committee of Deer- 
Island to retain the Schooner abovementioned in their 
custody, till the further order of this Court; and the ques- 
tion being put, after much debate thereon, it passed in the 
negative. 

It was then, on a motion made, Voted, That the vote 
for non-accepting of the above Report be reconsidered, 
and that four o'clock in the afternoon be assigned for a fur- 
ther consideration thereof. 

Afternoon. 

Message from a majority of the honourable Council, viz : 
"Gentlemen of the Home of Representatives : 

" We have taken under consideration your message of 
the 9th instant, relative to certain armed vessels at Long- 
Island, near Penobscot, to protect and guard those who are 
employed in cutting and transporting wood to Boston, for 
the use of the Ministerial Army; and, after the strictest 
inquiry, we find that there now are, or very lately have 
been, sixteen vessels at Long-Island, one twenty gun ship, 
one of sixteen guns, two tenders, ten large transports, and 
two wood sloops, who are taking wood from thence. And 
that Colonel Cargill had, ten days since, collected about 
five hundred men, with sixteen days' provisions, and a 
sufficient number of boats to transport them from the main 
to the said islands; that he apprehended he had a force 
sufficient to prevent the enemy's executing their purpose. 
It does not, therefore, appear to us necessary, at present, to 
make any further provision." 

Read, and ordered to lie. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought down the Report of the 
Committee of both Houses to whom was referred the con- 
sideration of the Letter from Ambroisc and Pierre Toma, 
two heads of the St. John's Tribe of Indians, viz : 

" The Committee of both Houses, to whom was referred 
the consideration of the letter from Ambroise and Pierre 
Toma, two of the heads of the St. John's Tribe of Indians, 
in behalf of their tribe, and to confer with them, beg leave 
to report : That they have attended that service, and ap- 
prehend it may be of great service to this Colony, at this 
time, to cultivate a good harmony with the tribe of Indians 
near the settlements in North-America ; to effect and con- 
tinue which, and to prevent their seeking supplies from our 
enemies, they are of opinion that such a quantity of ammu- 
nition be procured, and sent to Penobscot, to the Truck- 
master there, as may be necessary to furnish that tribe, as 
the time draws nigh when they usually go a hunting. That 
there also be sent to the said Truckmaster a quantity of pro- 
visions and clothing, as shall be judged necessary to be 
sold them in exchange for furs that they may bring to him. 
That it is further the opinion of this Committee, that a 
letter be wrote that tribe, expressive of the desire we have 
that the friendship at present subsisting may be continued ; 
that the expenses of these Indians be paid by the Colony, 
and such a present as this Court shall think proper be 
made to them, as a testimony of our friendship. 

" William Sever, per order." 

Read and concurred. 

A Letter prepared to be sent to the Continental Con- 
gress read and recommitted, and the Committee were 
directed to take into consideration the expense of procuring 
Powder from the several Towns in the Colony; and also 
the charge of the Massachusetts Forces. . 

A Letter of Captain Jacob Rogers, relative to a charge 
against him of assisting and refreshing the King's Troops 
on the 19th of April last, and representing that his conduct 



has not been unfriendly to America, and therefore praying 
he may be freed from such an imputation, was read, and 
committed to Captain Stone, Deacon Codding, and Major 
Ely. 

And thereupon Resolved, That the Petitioner notify the 
Committee of Correspondence of the Town of Reading, 
and the Committee of Correspondence of the Town of 
Stoneham, or the Selectmen of said Towns, if there are no 
such Committees, to attend the Committee of this House on 
Wednesday next, at three o'clock in the afternoon. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Report of 
the Committee relative to the Schooner Nightingale. It 
was then moved that the same be now accepted ; and 
the question being put, it passed in the negative. 

Thursday, October 12, 1775. 

It was moved, that the vote of this House [on the 28th 
of September] for a non-acceptance of the Committee's 
Report on the Proceedings of the Committee of Inspection 
of Deer-Island, relative to the Schooner Nightingale, be 
reconsidered ; and after a long debate thereon, it was moved 
thai the question be determined by yeas and nays; and 
the question being put, it passed in the negative. 

The question was then put, whether the House will 
reconsider the vote of a non-acceptance of said Report, 
and it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That a message go to the honourable Board, for 
the Report of the Committee relative to the two Chiefs of 
the St. John's Tribe. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq., brought it down accordingly. 

Afternoon. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider the 
Letter from the two Chiefs of the St. John's Tribe of 
Indians was read, and committed to Captain Batchelder, 
Colonel Williams, and Mr. Rice. 

The Committee appointed to consider the services of 
all the Officers and Soldiers, fee, before the first day of 
August last, reported. Read and recommitted ; and Major 
Cross was appointed on the Committee, in the room of 
Major Ilaivlcy. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Salem reported. The Report was recommitted. 

A Petition of Andrew Gilman, praying a recompense 
for his services in cultivating a friendly disposition in the 
Indians, was read, and committed to Captain Batchelder, 
Colonel Williatns, and Mr. Rice. 

Ordered, That Major Brooks, Mr. Rawson, Colonel 
Barret, Colonel Thurston, and Mr. Moody, be a Commit- 
tee to consider what is proper to be done relative to the 
Accounts of such Towns as have made provision for the 
Poor of the Towns of Boston and Charlestown. 

Voted, That ten o'clock, to-morrow forenoon, be assign- 
ed for the consideration of the Report relative to Salt- 
petre. 

Ordered, That Major Ely be on the Committee to con- 
sider some effectual measure for promoting the manufactory 
of Fire-Arms, in the room of Colonel Davis. 

Friday, October 13, 1775. 

Lieutenant William Clark, chosen by the Inhabitants of 
the Town of Gageborough, to represent them in the room 
of Captain William Clark, deceased, (as was made to ap- 
pear by a Certificate from the Selectmen of said Town,) 
was admitted to a seat in the said House. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., brought down the Bill for the better 
regulating the Militia of this Colony. 

Voted, That four o'clock, in the afternoon, be assigned 
for the consideration of the Report of a Committee relative 
to Saltpetre. 

The Letter prepared to be sent to the Continental Con- 
gress read again, and recommitted for amendment ; and the 
Committee were directed to estimate the charge of the 
Massachusetts Forces, agreeable to our own establishment. 

The Committee on the Petition and Accounts of the 
Selectmen of the Town of Sahm, for Fire-Arms, Blankets, 
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and other necessaries for the Army, reported.* Read and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esq., Treasurer, he, 
be, and he hereby is directed to pay to the Selectmen of 
Salem the sum of three hundred and seventy-two Pounds, 
four Shillings, and eight Pence farthing, in full of their 
dScbtlnts, excepting the sura of seven Pounds, six Shillings, 
and one Penny half-penny, charged for billeting Soldiers 
to the Camp, which is not yet considered. 

In Council, October 21, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 

The Letter prepared to be sent to the Continental Con- 
gress, being amended, was read and accepted, and ordered 
to be sent unsealed, enclosed in a Letter to the Delegates of 
this Colony at said Congress ; and the Committee who re- 
ported the same were directed to prepare a Letter to said 
Delegates. 

Resolved, That Mr. Stephen Rice be, and he hereby is 
directed to purchase two Blankets and two pieces of Rib- 
bon, and deliver them, with sixteen Shillings in cash, as a 
present, to Ambroise and Pierre Toma, two Indian Chiefs, 
one of whom represents the St. John's and the other the 
Mickamack Tribe of Indians, and lay his account before 
this House for allowance. 

In Council, October 16, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

A Resolve for supplying the Penobscot and other In- 
dians was read, and ordered to lie till after the choice of 
Civil Officers. 

Order of the Day moved for. 

On a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Dr. Whiting, 
JVIr._ Phillips, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Wood, be a Com- 
mittee, to consider what further encouragement is necessary 
to be given to the manufactory of Saltpetre. 

Saturday, October 14, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan bring in a Resolve for 
making a proper application to General Washington, rela- 
tive, to the imprisonment of one of the Members of this 
House, viz: Dr. Benjamin Church. 

A Petition of the Selectmen of Provincetoum, praying 
the Court to order the sum of one hundred and thirty-five 
Pounds to be paid, out of the publick Treasury, to said 
Town, being so much due to them in consequence of a 
Resolve of the General Court, passed the 26th of Febru- 
ary, 1774, to enable the inhabitants to support a Protestant 
Minister there, &c, as set forth in said Petition. Read, and 
committed to Mr. Nye, Colonel Freeman, and Mr. Stark- 
weather. 

The Secretary, by order of a majority of the honourable 
Council, laid upon the table a Letter from the Honourable 
John Hancock, Esq., President of the honourable Conti- 
nental Congress, informing them that the Congress had 
appointed three of their Members to wait on his Excellency 
General Washington, and with the Governonrs of Connec- 
ticut and Rhode-Island, and with the Council of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, and with the President of the New-Hampshire 
Convention, to confer on the subject of continuing, sup- 
porting, and regulating the Continental Army. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry bring in a Resolve to em- 
power the honourable Council to make suitable provision 
for the above Gentlemen. 

Mr. Gerry, according to order, reported the following 
Resolve. Read and accepted. 

* Petition from the Selectmen of Salem humbly sheweth : That, in 
obedience to a Resolve of the late Provincial Congress, they procured 
a considerable number of blankets, fire-arms, and accoutrements, for 
the soldiers enlisted from Salem into the American Army, but found it 
in many cases impracticable, in others that it would be attended with 
much trouble, to pursue strictly the directions of that resolve ; by rea- 
son whereof, the Committee of Supplies say they" are not authorized to 
settle the accounts respecting the same. Wherefore, your petitioners 
pray your Honours to take the necessary measures for the settlement 
of said accounts, and other accounts of expenses incurred in providing 
necessaries for said soldiers, that so the money may be paid immedi. 
ately, and your petitioners enabled to satisfy the demands, and get rid 
of the importunities of the persons of whom they received the seve- 
ral articles supplied by them or their order to the soldiers aforesaid. 
They also pray that a reasonable allowance may be made them for the 
expense arising in obtaining a settlement of said accounts. And, as in 
duty bound, shall ever pray. 



Whereas a Committee from the honourable Continental 
Congress is daily expected in this Colony, to confer with 
the honourable Board on matters of great importance : 

Resolved, That the honourable Board be desired to 
make suitable provision for the said Committee of Congress, 
the Governours of Connecticut and Rhode-Island, and the 
President of the Congress of New-Hampshire, and their 
attendants ; and that they order the payment of such ex- 
penses as shall arise thereby to be made out of the publick 
Treasury of this Colony. 

"In Council, October, 14, 1775. 

"Read and concurred; and Walter Spooner and William 
Sever, Esqs., are appointed a Committee from the Board, 
to make suitable provision for the Committee of Congress, 
the Governours of Connecticut and Rhode-hland , and the 
President of the Congress of New-Hampshire, and their 
attendants." 

The Committee on the Petition of Andreiv Gilman re- 
ported. Read and recommitted ; and Mr. Cooper was 
appointed on the Committee, in the room of Col. Williams. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-Genera! be, and he is hereby 
directed to pay to the Honourable Jedediah Preble, Esq., 
Truckmaster, or order, the sum of three hundred Pounds, 
out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to be by him 
applied for the purchase of Provisions, Ammunition, and 
Goods, for the supplying of the Eastern Tribes of Indians, 
and take Furs, Skins, &c, in payment ; said Preble to be 
accountable to this Court for tlie same. 

In Council, October 16, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Mr. Sullivan, according to order, reported the following 
Resolve, viz : 

Whereas this House hath been informed that Benja- 
min Church, Esquire, a member thereof, is now detained 
and imprisoned by his Excellency George Washington, 
Esquire, General and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces 
of the United Colonies ; and the House being jealous of 
their privileges, and desirous to know the cause of said im- 
prisonment : therefore, 

Resolved, That the Speaker, Mr. Sullivan, and Major 
Bliss, be a Committee to apply to his Excellency George 
Washington, Enquire, requesting him, as soon as may be, 
to certify to this House the cause of the detention and im- 
prisonment of the said Benjamin Church, Esq., that they 
may advise thereon. 

Afternoon. 

The Bill for establishing a number of Armed Vessels 
read the first time, and ordered to be read again on Tues- 
day next, at ten o'clock, A. M. 

The Report of the Committee relative to the Poor of 
Boston and Charlcstown read, and ordered to lie till there 
is a full House. 

Monday, October 16, 1775. 

Ordered, That Major Bliss, Major Hawley, and Mr. 
Pitts, be a Committee to inquire into the services of Agents 
Bollan and Franklin, and report to the House what sums 
are proper to be allowed them. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General he, and hereby is 
directed to pay to Lieutenant Andrew Gilman, out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, twenty-two Pounds, for 
his expenses for Mr. Jedediah Preble, Truckmaster, two 
Indians, and himself, from the Truck-House at Penobscot, 
to Watertown, and thence hack to Penobscot again. Also, 
twelve Pounds, fourteen Shillings, and eleven Pence, for 
his billeting and expenses amongst the Indiayis until this 
date, and thirteen Pounds, twelve Shillings, and six Pence, 
for services done till this day ; the whole amounting to forty- 
eight Pounds, seven Shillings, and five Pence : said Gilman 
to be accountable to this Court for the said sum. 

N. B. The two Indians referred to as above are Am- 
broise and Pierre Toma, who represent the St. John's and 
the Mickamack Tribe of Indians. 

Resolved, That the following Letter be sent to the Chiefs 
of the St. John's and the Mickamack Tribe of Indians : 
Friends and Good, Brothers : 

We received your letter dated at the Truck-House, at 
Penobscot Falls, the twelfth day of September, 1775. 

We take this opportunity to write to you an answer. 
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We salute you, and wish you the best of Heaven's bless- 
ings — health, peace, and prosperity. We heartily receive 
you as our brethren, in the same manner as we have re- 
ceived our brethren of the Penobscot Tribe. We will do 
every thing for you that we have promised to do for them. 
We shall be always ready to help you, and stand firm to- 
gether with you in opposing the wicked people of Old- 
England, who are fighting against us, and who are seeking 
to take your and our lands and liberties from us, and make 
us their servants; and we have good reason to believe that 
we shall soon drive them out of our land. 

We are thirteen Colonies of white people, who have 
joined in one long chain, and almost as many Tribes of our 
brethren, the Indians, who have very much lengthened and 
strengthened our chain : it is now so long and so strong, 
that (if we don't break it ourselves) those wicked people 
of Old-England will never be able to break it. We are 
willing you should have a Priest of your own, and worship 
as you choose ; for our great dependance and trust is on 
Almighty God, (who made you and us,) for protection and 
defence. 

According to your desire, we have sent to our Truck- 
master, at Penobscot, money to purchase ammunition, pro- 
visions, and goods, as we think will be sufficient to supply 
you this winter. We have told our Truckmaster to sup- 
ply you, and take your skins and furs in payment. Thus 
we have cheerfully complied with your requests, and shall 
be always ready to hear your requests or complaints, and 
we trust you will help us in our present war with the wicked 
people of Old-England, if we send for you. 

We pray God to bless you, and keep you out of the 
hands of all your and our enemies, and that you may make 
a part of our long chain of brothers, as long as the sun and 
moon shall endure. 

In Council, October 16, 1775. Read and concurred. 

On the Petition of the Committee of Correspondence 
for the Town of Worcester* 

Resolved, That the said Committee be, and they here- 
by are empowered and directed to liberate Monsieur Viart, 
in said Petition named, that he may be able to provide for 
himself. 

Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Colonel Ome, Mr. 
Pitts, Mr. Sullivaii, and Mr. Gerry, he a Committee to 
make suitable provision and entertainment for the Com- 
mittee expected from the honourable Continental Con- 
gress, the Governours of Connecticut and Rhode-Island, 
the President of the New-Hampshire Congress, the hon- 
ourable Council of this Colony, the General Officers of 
the Continental Army, the Speaker of this House, and 
any gentlemen strangers whom said Committee may see 
fit to invite. 

Voted, That four o'clock, in the afternoon, be assigned 
for the first reading of the Militia Bill. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Provincetown,'] reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 

* Potition of the Committee of Correspondence for the Town of 
Worcester, humbly sheweth : That Monsieur Viart, a Frenchman, about 
three months ago, was put under their custody by the Committee of 
Safety, with directions that the said Viart should have liberty to walk 
for his health, to a convenient distance about this Town; and they 
would inform your Honours' that he hath enjoyed the liberty according 
to the directions given liim, like a gentleman of strict honour; and as 
they have received your Honours' orders, dated August 15, 1775, to 
keep the said Viart under custody, with the same liberty, until further 
order, they beg leave humbly to show that the said Monsieur Viart 
came to them in such clothing as was fit for summer only, and that 
without some provision be made for him, or he bo liberated, so he may 
provide for himself, he must suffer in this cold climate. He is at this 
time destitute of comfortable linen, stockings, shoes, &c. 

Your petitioners therefore pray, that your Honours would take the 
matter into consideration, and give such directions relative to the pre- 
mises, as your wisdom shall dictate. And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray. 

t Petition of the Selectmen of I'rovincetown, in the County of Barn- 
stable, humbly sheweth : That thi* Province, for several years last past, 
to encourage the poor inhabitants of that place to tarry there for the 
preservation of so valuable a harbour, and to relieve people that are 
frequently cast on shore on that desolate place, and who must unavoid- 
ably perish, in case the inhabitants leave the place, made a grant of 
twenty Pounds a year towards supplying them with winter preaching, 
which sum they have received annually until May, 1772, for which 
grant they gratefully acknowledge the Province's care of them ; and 
upon the 26th day of February, 1774, the General Court, taking their 
circumstances into consideration, came into the following resolve, viz : 

"That there be allowed and paid, out of the publick Treasury, Into 



sury of this Colony, to the Honourable James Otis, Esq., 
to be by him delivered into the hands of the Selectmen of 
the Town of Provincetown, or to their order, the sum of 
one hundred and thirty-five Pounds, for the use of the In- 
habitants of said Town, to enable them to discharge such 
debts as have arisen for the preaching of the gospel ; and 
further to enable them to pay the Protestant Minister 
already settled in said Town, agreeable to a grant of the 
General Court or Assembly of this Colony, at their Ses- 
sions in February, A. D., 1774, which grant was made of 
the sum of forty-five Pounds annually, for twelve years 
next after the year one thousand seven hundred and seven- 
ty-two, which sum of one hundred and thirty-five Pounds 
is in full of said grant till Mai/ last. And the Receiver- 
General is hereby ordered and directed to pay the above- 
said sum of one hundred and thirty-five Pounds to the 
said James Otis, Esq., for the purpose abovesaid, he giving 
his receipt therefor. 

In Council, October 17, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 

The Militia Bill was read the first time, and ordered to 
be read again on Tuesday, at ten o'clock, A. M. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan bring in a Resolve em- 
powering some person to purchase sundry articles of Pro- 
visions, Goods, &tc, for the Honourable Jcdediah Preble, 
Truckmaster at Fort Pownall. 

Tuesday, October 17, 1775. 

Mr. Gerry, according to order, brought in the following 
Resolve. Read and accepted. 

Whereas the Committee appointed to settle all such 
Accounts of the Committee of Supplies as remain unset- 
tled are empowered lo pay and discharge the Accounts of 
the Selectmen of the several Towns in the Government, 
for Blankets by them supplied, agreeable lo a Resolve of 
Congress ; and there are many Non-Commissioned Officers 
and Private Soldiers enlisted by ill Is Colony, and now in 
the American Army, who have found their own Blankets, 
and not received payment therefor; and others who are 
yet unsupplied with Blankets, or Money to purchase the 
same : 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid be, 
and they hereby are empowered to pay twelve Shillings to 
each and every Soldier, as aforesaid, who shall fully satis- 
fy said Committee that he hath not received a Blanket, or 
payment therefor, from any Selectman or Committee of 
this Colony. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
Joseph Reed, Esq., Secretary to General Washington, 
enclosing a Letter from Dr. Church to the enemy, as" 
deciphered by the Reverend Mr. West, together with the 
Proceedings of the Council respecting the same. Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That Dr. Church ought to be brought to the 
Bar of this House, to show cause, if any he has, why he 
should not be expelled the same. 

the hands of the Selectmen of Provincetown for the time being, the 
sum of forty-five Pounds annually, for twelve years next after the first 
day of May, 1772, to the use of tlio inhabitants of said Town, to en- 
able them to discharge such debts as had arisen for the preaching of 
the gospel amongst them, and further to enable them to pay the Pro- 
testant Minister already settled in said Town : Provided, always, That 
they continue him, or some other officiating in that character, amongst 
them during that time ; the strao to bo applied to that use only. And 
further, that all such sum or sums which said Town have received out 
of the publick Treasury, to hire publick preaching in said Town, with- 
in the time included in said grant, be first deducted out of such sums 
as by this resolve they might have been entitled to receive." 

But so it happened, that, notwithstanding said grant passed all the 
branches of Government, by the neglect of the person who had the 
care of the business, there was no application made for a warrant on 
the Treasury for what was then due, 'according to said resolve, by 
which moans the said Town has had no benefit of said resolve to this 
day, by reason whereof our present Pastor is kept out of the money due 
to him, and will be under a necessity of leaving us, in case he has not 
that subsistence the Province intended him, as an encouragement to 
settle amongst us- Wherefore, as there is due to us, in consequence of 
said resolve, from May, 1772, to May, 1775, one hundred and thirty-five 
Pounds, according to said resolve pxssed, we humbly pray the honour- 
able Court to take the matter into their wise consideration, ^nd order us 
to receive one hundred and thirty-five Pounds, out of the publick Trea- 
sury, to complete the grant to May, 1775, unless you should, in your 
wonted goodness, give us twenty Pounds for the cost and trouble of 
our reverend Pastor's ordination, as we are very poor, and ordor us to 
receive one hundred and fifty-five Pounds, or to relieve us as your 
great wisdom shall see fit. And, as In duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan, Major Ilawley, Mr. Ger- 
ry, Colonel Freeman, and Mr. Cooper, consider and report 
a proper method wherein to bring Dr. Church before this 
House. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sullivan bring in a Resolve for 
supplying the Hon. Jedediah Preble, Esq., with sundry 
Goods, to the amount of three hundred Pounds, instead of 
the Cash which the Court ordered to be paid to the said 
Preble, or his order, on the 14th instant. 

Mr. Sullivan, agreeable to order, brought in a Resolve 
for procuring sundry Goods for Jedediah Preble, Esq., 
viz: 

Whereas there was an Order passed this Court on the 
14th instant, that the Treasurer of this Colony should pay 
the Honourable Jedediah Preble, Esq., Truckmaster at 
Penobscot, three hundred Pounds, to purchase Ammuni- 
tion, Provisions, and Goods, to supply the Eastern Tribes 
of Indians, and take Furs, Skins, &c, in payment; and 
whereas the season is so far advanced, that there is the 
greatest necessity of having the said Goods, &c, pur- 
chased as soon as may be : therefore, 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to send the 
sum of three hundred Pounds to Tristram Dalton, Esq., 
for him to purchase Ammunition, Provisions, and other 
Goods suitable to the Indian trade, and to send them to 
the said Hon. Jedediah Preble, Esq., by the first good 
water conveyance; and the Treasurer is directed to stay 
the payment of the said sum to the said Preble. And 
Jedediah Preble, Esq., is desired to advise the said Tris- 
tram Dalton, Esq., what articles are suitable. 

In Council, October 17, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The House assigned three o'clock, P. M., for the second 
reading of the Bill respecting Armed Vessels. 

Ordered, That the Bill regulating the Militia be read 
the second time to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock. 

Afternoon. 

Captain While brought down from the honourable Board 
an Order for the removal of the Chest, containing a num- 
ber of the last emission of Bills of Credit and Plates, to 
the Treasurer's Office. 

The Order of the Day moved for. 

A Bill for encouraging the fixing out Armed Vessels 
read the second time. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the further considera- 
tion of this Bill be referred to to-morrow morning, nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday, October 18, 1775. 

A Bill for the encouraging the fixing out Armed Vessels 
further considered, agreeable to order. Read a third time, 
and passed to be engrossed. 

Ordered, That a Bill for regulating the Militia have the 
second reading at four o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down from the hon- 
ourable Board the account of sales and nett proceeds of 
the Schooner Industry. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board a Report of the Committee to encourage the 
manufactory of Fire-Arms. 

The Committee to consider directions for the Commit- 
tee of Clothing reported. Read and recommitted. 

An Order brought down from the honourable Board 
yesterday, for removing the Bills of Credit and Plates to 
the Treasurer's Office. Passed in Council, viz : 

" In Council, October 17, 1775. 

"Whereas the Chairman of the Committee appointed 
by this Court to inspect the press for stamping the last emis- 
sion of Bills has given information that the business is fin- 
ished, and that the whole number of Bills ordered by this 
Court is stamped, and that he apprehends the place where 
the Chest containing said Bills and Plates is now deposited 
is not safe : 

" Ordered, That the Chest, with its contents, be imme- 
diately moved to the Treasurer's Office, and that the Com- 



mittee aforementioned still keep possession of the key of 
said Chest, and deliver the Bills to the Committee ap- 
pointed to sign the same, as they shall apply for them." 

Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee of Cloth- 
ing be directed to procure those Buttons that are purchased 
for the purpose, to be set on those Coats that they now 
have or may hereafter receive without Buttons, as soon as 
may be, and this without any respect to the numbers of the 
Regiments, as was at first proposed. 

The second reading of the Militia Bill further referred 
till ele ven o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, October 19, 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Wood, Mr. Ramon, and Mr. Gush- 
ing, be a Committee to carry up to the honourable Board 
the Bill for encouraging the fitting out Armed Vessels. 

Colonel Lincoln brought down from the honourable 
Board a Resolve empowering Committees to permit Ves- 
sels to trade to other Colonies. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That a Committee be raised, 
to join with such as the honourable Board shall appoint, to 
purchase all the Brimstone they can obtain in the Colony, 
for the publick use ; and that Mr. Story bring in a Resolve 
for this purpose. 

The second reading of a Bill, for regulating the Militia, 
assigned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee on the Accounts of Colonel Benedict 
Arnold reported, on the Account of Samuel Mattoon, 
that leave be given that it should be withdrawn; which 
was accepted. 

Afternoon. 

A Bill for regulating the Militia read the second time. 

The question was put, whether the Bill have a third 
reading. It passed in the negative. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Bill be recom- 
mitted. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Ely be or, the 
Committee to bring in a Bill for regulating the Militia, in 
the room of Mr. Fabyan. 

Friday, October 20, 1775. 

A Petition of Jeduthan Baldwin, praying a reward for 
his services in the Army as Engineer, read and com- 
mitted to Captain Hathway, Colonel Thurston, and Major 
Bancroft. 

A Resolve brought down yesterday from the honourable 
Board, passed in Council, viz: 

" In Council, October 19, 1775. 

" Resolved, That whereas sundry owners and masters, 
who are desirous of transporting some necessary articles of 
Merchandise or Provisions from one part of this Continent to 
another, have lately solicited the aid of this Court, and as it 
is inconvenient for the Court to attend to such applications, 
it is hereby recommended to the Committees of Inspection^ 
Correspondence, and Safety, of the respective Towns 
where such owners and masters dwell, upon their request- 
ing it, to grant certificates in their favour, setting forth their 
true character ; provided they are known to be men of un- 
doubted integrity and friendship to their Country, and their 
design in no wise inconsistent with the Resolves of the Con- 
tinental Congress or the Regulations come into by this 
Colony, to the intent that they may not be suspected, by 
those who are unacquainted with them, of carrying' on 
some unwarrantable schemes, and thereupon treated as 
enemies to the Country ; such owners and masters first 
binding themselves in sums equal to the value of their 
vessels and cargoes, payable to the Colony Treasurer, and 
to be forfeited to the use of the Colonv, in case of their 
deviating from their proposed design ;" the Committee to 
take such bonds into their keeping, previous to their ^ivino- 
certificates as above expressed." ° ° 

Read and concurred. 

A Petition of William Day, praying some reasonable 
reward for his service as Barrackmaster, was read, and 
committed to the Committee who have under considera- 
tion the Petition of Jeduthan Baldwin, 
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The Committee who prepared a Letter to the Conti- 
nental Congress, agreeable to order, reported a Letter to 
the Delegates from this Colony, to enclose the former, 
which was read and accepted. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a 
Resolve to accompany each of the beforementioned Let- 
ters. 

A Petition of William Greenleaf in behalf of the Over- 
seers of the Poor of Boston, praying the sum of one thou- 
sand Pounds, to enable them to purchase Winter Stores 
for the support of said Poor in Salem Hospital. Read, 
and committed to Mr. Cooper, Major Johnson, and Mr. 
Codding. 

A Resolve to encourage the manufactory of Fire-Arms, 
brought down from the honourable Board on the 18th in- 
stant, read and recommitted. 

The Committee on matters relating to the Poor of the 
Town of Boston reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the several Towns 
within this Colony, and such Committees as have been 
appointed by Congress or of this House, who have trans- 
ported or received and supported any of the Poor of the 
Town of Boston or Charlestown, according to the Re- 
solves of the late Congress of this Colony relative to such 
Poor, be, and hereby are directed to exhibit to a Commit- 
tee thereafter named fair Accounts of the expense of trans- 
porting or receiving and supporting any such Poor, from 
the time such expense began to the first day of October, 
instant, expressing the name and age of each person so 
received and supported; and that Colonel Dioight, Mr. 
Singletary, Colonel Lovel, Captain Toby, and Deacon 
Nichols, be a Committee to receive and examine all such 
Accounts, and make report to this House. Also, that the 
Selectmen of the several Towns who shall still support 
any of the Poor of the Towns aforesaid be directed, from 
and after the first day of October, instant, to make up 
their Accounts to the end of every three months, and ex- 
hibit them to the Committee aforesaid. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Dix, Maj. Brooks, 
and Mr. Hubbard, examine the Resolves of the Congresses 
of this Colony, and select such as are proper to be printed. 

Whereas the Committee of Inspection for the Town of 
Londonderry have collected a considerable quantity of 
Wearing Apparel, Household Furniture, and other articles 
that were taken away on the day of the battle at Charles- 
town, and have sent them to fVatertown, and delivered 
them into the hands of Mr. Richard Devens; and whereas 
it is probable that Wearing Apparel, Household Furniture, 
and other Goods, were taken from Charlestown and other 
places at the time aforesaid, and may be in divers Towns 
in this Colony and the neighbouring Colonies and Pro- 
vinces : 

It is therefore Resolved, That the Committee of Cor- 
respondence and Committees of Inspection in each Town 
in this Colony, and in each Town in the neighbouring 
Colonies and Provinces, and, where no such Committees 
are, the Selectmen of each Town, be desired to make in- 
quiry and search for any Apparel or Goods of any sort 
brought amongst them, belonging to the inhabitants of 
Boston or Charlestown, or any other Towns, at or after 
the time aforesaid ; and that they be desired to send such 
Goods as may, from time to time, come to their hands, to 
Mr. Devens, Mr. fVatson, and Captain Brown, at fVater- 
town, a Committee of this Court appointed to receive said 
Goods, and to pay the charge of collecting and bringing 
the same ; which Committee is directed to deliver those 
Goods to such persons as shall make out to their satisfac- 
tion their respective property therein, they paying a pro- 
portionable part of the charge of collecting and bringing 
the same to fVatertown; any thing in a Resolve of this 
Court, passed the 3d instant, to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

In Council, October 27, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, brought in a Resolve for 
purchasing Sulphur for the use of the Colony. Read and 
accepted. 

Resolved, That Mr. Story and Mr. Webster, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee, in 
behalf of this Colony, to purchase, at a reasonable rate, all 



such Sulphur as can be procured in this Colony to the first 
day of March next. 

The Committee appointed to make inquiry into any 
frauds that may be committed by any person belonging to 
the Forces raised by this Colony, reported a charge against 
Colonel Scammons, of drawing Pay for one or more who 
had not been in the service. Read and recommitted. 

Ordered, That he may be heard on the subject before 
the Committee. 

Afternoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Wood, Captain 
Batchelder, Colonel Godfrey, and Colonel Bowers, serve 
this House as Monitors. 

Saturday, October 21, 1775. 

The Committee ordered to consider of various matters 
relative to the Clothing of the Army reported. Read and 
accepted, viz: 

Whereas encouragement has been heretofore given, that 
the Soldiers in the Forces raised by this Colony shall re- 
ceive the Coats made in the Towns to which they seve- 
rally belong, and it is found impracticable to conform to 
this rule in delivering out those that are brought into the 
Store for Clothing : 

Resolved, That notice be hereby given, that where the 
inhabitants of any Town are desirous that the Coals by 
them provided should be delivered agreeable to this en- 
couragement, it is expected that such inhabitants will take 
care that said Coats are delivered to the Soldiers from their 
respective Towns accordingly; and whenever any person 
shall present to the Committee of Clothing at Watertomt 
a receipt in form following, viz : "We, the subscribers, in- 
habitants of the Town of . . . , in the County of ... , 
now belonging to Captain .... '*• Company, in Colonel 

's Regiment, hereby acknowledge that we have 

each received of the bearer, , a Coat, accord- 
ing to the encouragements of a late Congress of this Co- 
lony," subscribed by any number of Soldiers belonging to 
the Town by whom the Clothing was provided, and the 
same shall be witnessed by the Commissioned Officers of 
the Companies to which such subscribers belong; in such 
case, the Committee are directed to pay the sum of twen- 
ty-five Shillings for each Coat so delivered, taking receipt 
therefor. Such Towns as are indifferent about the delivery 
of their Coats, according to the foregoing encouragement, 
will convey them to the Committee of Clothing at Water- 
town, where they will receive payment for the same. 

The Committee of Clothing have procured Buttons, 
which they will deliver to the Selectmen of any Town, or 
their order, for as many Coats as they shall certify are pro- 
viding for the use of the Soldiers belonging to their Town. 

And whereas many Soldiers, who are well supplied with 
Clothing, are desirous of the value of their Coats in Mo- 
ney instead of the Coats: 

Ordered, That whenever an Order shall be offered to 
the Committee of Clothing, from any Soldiers, for the pay- 
ment of the value of their Coats, together with a Certifi- 
cate from the Selectmen of the Towns to which they 
severally belong, or the Commissioned Officers of their 
respective Companies, testifying that the Soldiers signing 
such Order are well provided with Clothing, that the said 
Committee be directed to pay the sum of twenty-five Shil- 
lings for each Soldier so applying, till the further order of 
this Court; and that the foregoing be published in the Wa- 
tertown, Cambridge, and Worcester Papers. 

In Council, October 21, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The Committee also reported the subsequent Resolve 
for the direction of the Committee of Clothing, which was 
likewise accepted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Clothing procure 
those Buttons that are purchased for the purpose, to be 
set on those Coats that they now have, or may hereafter 
receive without Buttons, as soon as may be, and this with- 
out any respect to the number of the Regiments, as was 
at first proposed ; that said Committee deliver of the But- 
tons aforesaid to the Selectmen of any Town, or their 
order, according to the number of Coats they shall certify 
are providing for the use of the Soldiers in their respective 
Towns, keeping an account thereof; that they make such 
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allowance for Pockets, Thread, and Staying, Worsted or 
Mohair, for Button-Holes, as they shall judge reasonable, 
and also for transporting the Coats to Waiertown, having 
proper regard to the weight thereof; that they be directed 
to purchase Blankets for the Colony, on reasonable terms; 
that they make compensation to those Non-Commissioned 
Officers and Soldiers that suffered loss at Bunker's Hill, 
who have not already received recompense agreeable to 
the Resolve of Congress of the 19th of June last, hereto 
relating ; that said Committee be directed to keep the 
Coats that shall be brought in to them from each Town 
separate ; that they deliver them out to the Soldiers, or 
their order, by any of their Officers, as they shall apply, 
endeavouring, as nearly as is convenient, to conform to the 
encouragement at first given ; that they allow each a Coat 
to the value of twenty-five Shillings, and where any cost 
less, that they make up the deficiency in Cash ; if any 
Coats that shall be brought appear to be more ordinary 
than common, that the Committee take more particular 
care that such be delivered according to these directions ; 
and, in order to prevent all injustice to the Colony and 
Soldier, that said Committee be directed to keep a fair 
account of the names and places of all Soldiers who shall 
receive Coats or Money, showing to whom they were de- 
livered ; and that, in their accounts, they use care to keep 
the respective Companies in each Regiment distinct. 

In Council, October 23, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee on a Message from the Board of the 
4th instant, recommending an appropriation for certain con- 
tingent charges, reported; read, anil accepted, with amend- 
ment. 

Resolved, That the honourable Council be, and they 
are hereby empowered to draw out of the publick Trea- 
sury the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds, to be ap- 
plied in defraying the charges which have or may arise by 
the bringing of persons before the Council who are taken 
in Vessels and otherwise. 

In Council, October 21, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Field, Captain 
Hodges, Captain Lock, Colonel Woodbridgc, and Colonel 
Hoive, be a Committee to consider and report the most 
feasible method of supplying Coals to the Soldiers in Col. 
Easton's Regiment, on the Western Expedition, agreeable 
to engagement. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Walkir, Mr.Jewett, 
Colonel Lovell, Colonel Otis, and Mr. Story, be a Com- 
mittee to consider the state of a Schooner, belonging to 
George Erving and Captain Wormwell, and her Cargo, 
and report concerning the disposal of three-quarters of the 
Cargo, viz : that belonging to said Erving. 

Afternoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That a Message go to the 
honourable Board, desiring that the Militia Bill may be 
sent down. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Thurston, Mr. 
Singletary, Colonel Otis, Mr. Cooper, and Capt. Batch- 
elder, be a Committee to inquire into the state of the Trea- 
sury. 

Resolved, That Tuesday, eleven o'clock, be assigned 
for the consideration of a Report relating to the Pay of the 
Militia and Minute-Men who marched on the 19th April. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper go to the 
honourable Board, and acquaint them that the House has 
determined to proceed to the choice of a Commissary- 
General on Tuesday next, at ten o'clock, forenoon, if 
agreeable to the Board. Who returned that he had deli- 
vered the message. 

Colonel Prcscott came down to acquaint the House that 
the Militia Bill is recommitted, and in the hands of the 
Chairman ; and, that the Board agrees to come to the 
choice of a Commissary-General at the time and in the 
manner proposed by the House. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Freeman, Col. 
Bowers, Major Ilawley, Major Ely, and Mr. Gerry, be a 
Committee to bring in a Bill for regulating the Militia. 

A Petition of Henry Howell Williams, setting forth 
the losses he suffered by fire and otherwise, on Noddle's 



Island, by a number of armed Provincial Troops, on the 
27th of May, and at other times, and praying for relief; 
read, and committed to Capt. Bragdon, Col. Lovell, Capt. 
Stone, Mr. Starkweather, and Mr. Jewett of Littleton. 

The Committee on the Petition of Simon Learned, in 
behalf of the Second Lieutenants in the Fourth and Ninth 
Regiments of Foot, commanded by Colonel Learned and 
Colonel David Brewer, reported. Read, and 

Ordered, That the Petition be committed to a Com- 
mittee on the Petition of Cary McLellan and other Se- 
cond Lieutenants. 

Monday, October 23, 1775. 

Colonel Prescott brought down a Petition from the Se- 
lectmen and Committee of Truro, setting forth that their 
inhabitants are greatly exposed to the enemy, and praying 
for Powder. Read, and committed to Mr. Nye, Captain 
Toby, and Colonel Thompson. 

The Speaker communicated to the House a Letter re- 
ceived from Dr. Church, wherein he expresses a desire to 
resign his seat in the House of Representatives. 

Ordered, That the same lay on the table, till the Com- 
mittee who are directed to consider a proper method for 
bringing Dr. Church before the House shall report; and 
that Colonel Bowers be on the Committee for that pur- 
pose, instead of Mr. Sullivan, who is absent. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Otis be of the 
Committee on the Militia Bill, in the room of Major Haw- 
ley, on other duty. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry bring in a Resolve for sup- 
plying Powder to Jcdediah Preble, Esq., with some Pow- 
der lately arrived near Kennebeck River. 

On the Petition and Account of William Pyncheon, by 
order of the Selectmen of Springfield* 

Resolved, That there be granted and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Major William Pyn- 
cheon, or order, for the use of the Selectmen of the Town 
of Springfield, the sum of three Pounds, one Shilling, in 
full discharge of the annexed Account. 

In Council, October 24, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee for considering a Grant to Benjamin 
Franklin, Esq., late Agent for this Colony, reported. 
Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That there be granted and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of the Colony, to the Hon. Benjamin 
Franklin, Esq., late Agent for the House of Representa- 
tives of the said Colony in Great Britain, in full for his 
services and disbursements in the said agency, from Octo- 
ber 31, 1770, to the 1st of March, 1775, when his agency 
determined, the sum of one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-four Pounds, sterling; and that Henry Gardner, Esq., 
Treasurer of this Colony, be, and he is hereby directed to 
wait on the said Benjamin Frank/in, Esq., now at Cam- 
bridge, and pay the said sum to him, taking his receipt for 
the same. 

In Council, October 23, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Mr. Gerry, agreeable to order, brought in a Resolve for 
supplying the Hon. Jedediah Preble, Esq., with Powder. 
Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That Capt. William Johnson, of the Schooner 
Britannia, chartered by the Committee of Supplies of 
this Colony, and now said to be arrived at Totvnsend, near 
Kennebeck River, be, and he hereby is directed to deliver 
to Tristram Dalton, Esq., or order, for supplying the 
Truckmasler of Penobscot, four half-barrels of Powder; ha 
paying for the same five Shillings per pound. 

In Council, October 23, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Jones, Mr. Moody, 
and Mr. Webster, be a Committee to consider the propriety 

* Petition of William Pyncheon, Jun., in behalf of the Selectmen of 
the Town of Springfield, humbly sheweth : That the following is a true 
account of services by them done for the said Colony, in aiding and 
assisting General Washington, on his way through Springfield to the 
Camp at Cambridge, and to his servants on their return therefrom on 
their way to New-York; also, in transporting a quantity of powder 
through said Town of Springfield, on the way to the Camp at Cam 
bridge, which arrived in said Town of Springfield from Philadelphia 
The said Selectmen therefore pray that a just and suitable reward may 
be made therefore, and that the same may be ordered out of the pub 
licit Treasury of this Colony, to said Selectmen, in discharge thereof 
And they, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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and expediency of giving order that any part of the cargo of 
Powder and Aims lately arrived at Boothbay, in the Schoo- 
ner Britannia, should remain in that part of the Govern- 
ment. 

Afternoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper and Mr. 
Hall be added to the Committee for selecting such Re- 
solves of the Congresses of this Colony as are proper to 
be printed. 

Mr. Gerry brought in the following Resolve, for supply- 
ing the Truckmaster of Penobscot with Flints. Read and 
accepted. 

Whereas it is necessary that an application of the Truck- 
master of Penobscot, for sundry articles to supply the In- 
dians in that part of the country, should be complied with, 
as a salutary measure for preserving their friendship ; and 
this Colony, having exhausted its stock of Flints to supply 
the Continental Army, is unable to furnish any for the im- 
mediate purposes mentioned : 

Resolved, That his Excellency George Washington, 
Esq., be, and he hereby is desired to order Enoch Plummer, 
of Newburyport, to be supplied, out of the Continental 
Magazine, with five hundred Flints, for the purpose afore- 
said, he paying a reasonable consideration for the same. 

In Council, October 23, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Mr. Spooner brought down the Letter prepared to be 
sent to the Continental Congress, viz : 

Mat it please your Hoxours : You have here en- 
closed nearly the amount of our.disbursements, which have 
been paid by our Treasurer, before the 5th instant; for the 
support of the Army stationed in this Colony, and for pro- 
viding necessaries to enable us to make a proper stand 
against the Ministerial forces. The hurry with which we 
have been driven, the perplexities, which have attended the 
sudden collection of an army, and the multiplicity of business 
which naturally arises from attending to their various wants, 
together with a due attention to our suffering friends in 
and about Boston, have prevented our perfecting such an 
account as your Honours might expect. But as soon as 
a settlement can be made with our several Committees, 
and our accounts adjusted, which are daily coming before 
us, we hope to be able to transmit to your Honours such an 
account as will appear satisfactory and reasonable. 

In the mean time, as the sum on the paper enclosed 
arises only from the purchasing articles absolutely necessa- 
ry for the support of the Continental cause, about ten thou- 
sand Pounds .whereof is for provisions and other articles in 
store before, the arrangement of the American Army, which 
have been and are daily delivering to the Continental Com- 
missary and Quartermaster-General, we trust you will be 
induced to grant us the same, or such other sum, to supply 
our pressing necessities, as to your Honours may appear 
fit and reasonable. It is proposed that we should pay up 
the troops raised by this Colony to the 1st of August, (as 
will appear by a copy of General Washington's lettertrans- 
mitted herewith,) which business we shall attend to as soon 
as the pay-rolls are laid before us. We have paid the non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers of this Colony only forty 
shillings each, which is included in the within account ; and 
as most of them have been in camp since the 19th of April 
last, we imagine that the balance of said pay-rolls will 
amount to the sum of sixty-five thousand six hundred and 
eighty Pounds. Agreeable to the terms of enlistment, 
each non-commissioned officer and private soldier, raised 
in this Colony, was to have ones coat given him. Many of 
these coats have been already delivered, and the expense 
of the whole will, we presume, amount to the sum of sixteen 
thousand two hundred and twenty Pounds, at the least. 

We have also already before us accounts from several 
Towns, of powder supplied the Army, to the amount of 
one hundred and seventy-four barrels and a quarter. We 
would further inform your Honours, that we have raised in 
this Colony two thousand and eighty men, officers included, 
and stationed them on those parts of our sea-coasts which 
were most exposed lothe depredations of the enemy. We 
judged this step absolutely necessary, in order to prevent 
our enemies from supplying themselves with provisions and 
other necessaries. Tb.ek.xessejs of, war made several at- 
tempts on the most naked and. defenceless places on the 
sea-coasts of this Colony, whose situation exposed them 
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beyond that of our neighbours ; but although their attempts 
were bravely opposed, we knew the inhabitants of those 
places had not sufficient force within themselves to repel 
all such invaders. It was, therefore, of the utmost impor- 
tance to send them such additional forces as might enable 
them effectually to cut offal) supplies of provisions, wood, 
&C-, from the Ministerial forces in Boston, as well as to 
secure themselves against the vengeance which might be ex- 
pected from the rage of a disappointed enemy, and under 
which those unfortunate people are now suffering in a shock- 
ing degree. To these forces we have paid the sum of four 
thousand and eighty-three Pounds, eight Shillings. A mea- 
sure so necessary and so essential to the service of the com- 
mon cause, we are persuaded, will meet with the approba- 
tion and support of the Congress; and we trust your Honours 
will consider the above expenses, in connection with the 
within account, and make such grants as you may judge 
fit and reasonable. 

We have exhibited no account of moneys advanced in 
removing and supporting the inhabitants of the Town of 
Boston. The distress of those persons who have virtuously 
sacrificed, not only the conveniences but necessaries of 
life, to save their Country, so much "deserves the compas- 
sion of this Continent, that we shall, as soon as may be, 
beg leave (in pursuance of a resolution of the late honour- 
able Continental Congress respecting them) to lay an ac- 
count of our disbursements thereon before you, for consi- 
deration. 

Resolved, That the foregoing application be presented 
to the honourable the Continental Congress, now sitting at 
Philadelphia ; and that the same be signed by the Secre- 
tary, in the name of the General Court, and forwarded as 
soon as may be, with the schedule and certificate accom- 
panying the same. 

In Council, October 23, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee on the 
Militia Bill bring in a Bill providing that the Officers of the 
Companies be chosen by the Companies, that the Field-Of- 
ficers be chosen by the Assembly, and that all be commis- 
sionated by the Council. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Nye, Mr. Kings- 
bury, Mr. Hovey, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Low, be a Commit- 
tee to consider and report what steps are proper to be taken 
with the incomes of the Estates of the Refugees. 

Tuesday, October 24, 1775. 

Mr. Speaker communicated a Letter from a number of 
gentlemen at Falmouth, giving an account of an attack 
upon it, and of the desolation the enemy had made by 
fire. Read and sent up. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Memorial from 
Samuel Stanwood , Chairman of the Committees of Safe- 
ty and Correspondence of Brunsioick, Bowdoinham, and 
Topsham, representing that nine sail of Vessels, with a 
clearance from Nantucket, had arrived in Kenneoeclc River, 
for Wood and Provisions, without license from any Com- 
mittee, and that they had ordered the Vessels to be stopped 
and hauled up till they can receive the order of Court re- 
specting them. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Durfee, Mr. Woodbridge, 
Deacon Plympton, Colonel Lovell, and Colonel Orne. 

A Petition of William Pitman, setting forth that he has 
a quantity, of West-India Rum and Sugar at Georgetown, 
which the Committee and Selectmen would not suffer him 
to remove ; he therefore prays that orders may be given 
to said Committee for the delivering of his goods, and pay- 
ment of damages for the detention thereof. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Mitchell, Mr. Codding, 
and Major Learned. 

A Letter from Timothy Langdon, of Boothbay, enclos- 
ing a Petition from Major Edward Emerson, in behalf and 
at the desire of the Officers of the Eastern Regiment in 
the County of Lincoln, setting forth their deficiency in 
Arms and Ammunition, and praying that part of the cargo 
of Powder and Arms, lately arrived there in the Schooner 
Britannia, may be ordered for the use of Colonel CargiWs 
Regiment. 

Read, and committed to the Committee appointed to 
consider the expediency of ordering that any part of the 
93 



1475 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1476 



Powder and Arms arrived at Boothbay should remain in 
the eastern part of the Province. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Major 
Hawley, Colonel Bowers, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel Orne, 
be a Committee, with sach as the honourable Board shall 
join, to consider and report a method of appointing Officers 
in the Militia, that shall be agreeable to a Resolve of the 
Continental Congress, and best calculated to promote the 
interest of the Colony. 

In Council, October 24, 1775: Read and non-concurred. 

Afternoon. 

A Petition of Jerathmeel Bowers, setting forth that one 
John Shardon, on board Captain Wallace's Ship, has a 
family on shore that need his care and assistance ; that 
Captain Wallace has endeavoured to tempt him to pilot 
his ship up the river ; therefore prays he may be redeemed 
by a man from Taunton Jail. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Godfrey, Mr. Stark- 
weather, and Colonel Thompson. 

A Petition from the Selectmen of Salem, representing 
tbeir defenceless state, and praying for Ammunition. Read, 
and committed to Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Jewett, and Col, Otis. 

The Committee on the Petition of William Greenleaf, 
in behalf of the Overseers of the Poor of Boston, re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Receiver-General of this Colony be, 
and he hereby is directed to pay out of the publick Trea- 
sury, To Messrs. William Greenleaf, Isaac Smith, Gibbins 
Sharp, John Sweetser, Ebenezer Putnam, William Shil- 
laber, and Samuel Gardner, lately appointed by this Court 
Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Boston, five hun- 
dred Pounds, to be by them applied for the support of such 
of those Poor as are or may be removed from said Town 
to the Hospital at Salem; and that said Greenleaf be em- 
powered, in behalf of said Overseers, to receive said sum, 
he giving a receipt ; they to be accountable to this Court 
for the same. 

In Council, October 25, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Partridge, Mr. 
Watson, and Mr. Durfee, be a Committee to take into con- 
sideration an information now made, that the Quartermas- 
ter-General declines taking more Clothing, of certain kinds, 
from the Committee of Clothing. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Freeman go up 
to the honourable Board, to inquire if they passed an Order, 
sent up, respecting the appointment of Military Officers. 

Joseph Palmer, Esq., came down, and acquainted the 
House that the Board had non-concurred the Order re- 
specting the Military Officers. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That the Committee for bringing 
in a Bill for regulating the Militia proceed on that business. 

A Letter to the Hon. John Hancock, Thomas Cushing, 
Samuel Adams, J . Adams, and R. T. Paine, Esq's, viz: 

"The General Court of the Colony which you represent 
in Congress now encloses you an application made to your 
honourable Assembly, for a grant of the sum therein men- 
tioned, which application you will lay before said Congress 
or not, as you shall judge prudent. The frequent calls 
this Colony has been obliged to attend to, in support of 
the Army, together with those daily made for that purpose, 
renders it of the greatest importance to it to have an im- 
mediate grant of the money applied for. This Court there- 
fore desires your particular care and attention in procuring 
the same, according to the best of your prudence, and the 
true interest of your constituents." 

Resolved, That the foregoing Letter be sent to the Hon. 
John Hancock, T. Cushing, Samuel Adams, Jo/in Adams, 
and Robert T. Paine, Esquires, members of this Colony at 
the Continental Congress now sitting at Philadelphia, and 
that the same be signed by the Secretary, in the name of 
the General Court, and forwarded as soon as may be. 

In Council, October 24, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

■ - • Wednesday, October 25, 1 775. 

On the Petition of Tliomas Goldthwait, Esq., and others, 
Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury of the Colony, to the Non-Commissioned Officers 



and Soldiers named in a Pay-Roll herewith exhibited, the 
sum of three hundred and thirty-eight Pounds, in full for 
their services ; and that the Treasurer of said Colony is 
directed to pay to each of said Officers and Soldiers, named 
in said Pay-Roll, (Captain Goldthwait and Jonathan Low- 
der, Gunner, excepted,) the sums mentioned against each 
of their names, and take their several receipts for the same, 
or orders from under their own hands, which sums are 
agreeable to the establishment for one year last past.* 

In Council, October 26, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Bowers go to 
the honourable Board, and acquaint them that the House 
is now ready to proceed to the choice of a Commissary- 
General, agreeable to the Order of the Day. Who re- 
ported, that he had delivered the message. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., came down and informed the House 
that the Board are also ready to proceed to the choice of 
the Commissary-General. 

Ordered, That Mr. Pitts', Mr. Gerry, and Col. Grout, 
be a Committee to count the votes of the House for a 
Commissary-General, carry them to the Council Board, 
and report the gentleman that shall be elected. 

Mr. Pitts, from the Committee above mentioned, report- 
ed, that Mr. Devens was elected Commissary-General. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Morton, Captain 
Bragdon, Mr. Sewall, Colonel Thompson, and Mr. Hovey, 
be^ a Committee to make inquiry into the conduct of Cap- 
tain Goldthwait, and the Gunner at Fort Pownall. 

Afternoon. 
Jabez Fisher, Esq., brought down the following Order, 
viz : 

" In Council, October 25, 1775. 

"Ordered, That the Hon. Mr. Whitcomb, Mr. Prescott, 
Mr. Holten, and Mr. White, with such as the honourable 
House shall join, be a Committee to receive of the Ho- 
nourable Benjamin Franklin, Esq., one hundred Pounds 
sterling, sent by several charitable persons in England, for 
the relief of those who were wounded in the battle of Lex- 
ington, &m\ of the widows and children of those who 
were then slain ; Dr. Franklin having expressed his readi- 
ness to pay the said sum to such persons as shall be ap- 
pointed to receive it ; the Committee to dispose of the 
said moneys according to the best of their discretion, and 
to make return of their doings therein to this Court." 

Read and concurred; and Major Hawley, Mr. Devens, 
Colonel Barrett, and Mr. Stone, of Lexington, are joined. 

Walter Spooner, Esq., came down with a message, that 
the Board have an assignment of a publick nature this 
afternoon, and would therefore propose to the House that 
the choice of an Attorney-General be further referred. 

Ordered, That Colonel Bowers go up to the Board, and 
acquaint them that the House have agreed to refer the 
choice of an Attorney-General till to-morrow, three o'clock, 
afternoon. Who reported, that he had delivered the mes- 
sage. 

Upon a motion, the question was put, whether there be 
any necessity or advantage in making an alteration in the 
appointment of Military Officers, different from what is 
now established by the Resolves of the Provincial Con- 
gress, and confirmed by the Assembly ; which passed in 
the affirmative. 

Resolved, That Major Hawley, Mr. Gerry, Col. Ornc, 
Col. Bowers, and Col. Grout, be a Committee to confer 
with a Committee that may be appointed by the honour- 
able Board, with regard to the method of appointing Militia 
Officers, and the best and most advantageous steps to be 
taken for the regulation of the Militia in this Colony. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Partridge be 

* Petition of Thomas Goldthwait, Esq., and others, late of the gar. 
rison of Fort Pownall, humbly sheweth : That your petitioners sorted 
in said garrison from the first day of June, 1774, for tho time they 
enlisted, for, or until the said gairispii was dismissed, agreeable to the 
establishment made for the said garrisron by the General Assembly for 
the Province, at Salem, the last yeari'and your petitioners having re- 
ceiyed no pay for their said service, excepting only what has been ad. 
yanceq ..them by the officers of said garrison, and are in great want 
thereof, Your petitioners therefore hnmbly pray your Honours to 
take theircaseinto cohsideratioivand order thorn their pay. And your 
petitioners, as in duty bound, will, ever pray. 
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of the Committee for proposing a method wherein the 
Committee who are preparing Accounts for the Continen- 
tal Congress may be furnished with necessary Vouchers. 

Thursday, October 26, 1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Maj. Bliss, 
and Mr. Morgan, be a Committee to inquire and report 
to the House the state of the Muster-Rolls, the best method 
to obtain them completed, and for securing the Colony 
against any loss on account of Fire-Anns supplied to the 
Soldiers. 

Jabez Fisher, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the following Order, passed in Council, viz; 

" In Council, October 36, 1775. 

" Ordered, That James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, 
Walter Spooner, Jedediak Foster, and Joseph Palmer, 
Esquires, be a Committee to confer with such Committee 
as may be appointed by the honourable House, in regard 
to the njanner in whjch an .Attorney-General may and 
ought to be appointed — the Board being entirely disposed 
to pursue such a measure as will be consistent wijji the 
Charter and Constitution of ihe.Gqyernmenjt, and most 
conducive to the welfare and.safety of the people." 

Read, and thereupon Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, 
Major Hawley, Colonel Bowers, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel 
Orne, be a Committee from the House, for the purpose 
proposed, by the honourable Board. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Thompson, 
Colonel Woodbridge, Mr. Hopkins, and Colonel Norton, 
be added to the Committee for considering the expediency 
of ordering that any part of the Powder and Arms lately 
arrived iii the Province of Maine should remain in those 
parts. 

The Committee for considering the proper method for 
bringing Dr. Church to the bar of the House reported as 
follows : 

Whereas it appears, by sundry papers transmitted to this 
House, agreeable to their desire, and by order of his Excel- 
lency George Washington, Esq., that Benjamin Church, 
Jun., Esq., lately a Surgeon-General in the American 
Army, has been convicted by the judgment of a Council 
of War, at which his Excellency presided, of having car- 
ried on a criminal correspondence with the enemy, and is 
accordingly ordered to be closely confined until special 
directions relative to this niatler shall be received from the 
honourable the Continental. Congress : 

And whereas the said Benjamin Church is also a Mem- 
ber of this House, and the charge brought against him is 
of so criminal a nature, that it is the duty of the House to 
make strict inquiry into the fact, and, upon proof of the 
same, to manifest their utter abhorrence thereof: There- 
fore, 

Resolved, That Mr, William Howe, the Messenger of 
this House, he, and he hereby is directed, on Friday, the 
27th of October instant, to apply to his Excellency George 
Washington, Esq., for a sufficient guard safely to conduct 
the said Benjamin Church to and from the bar of this 
House; and, being furnished therewith, to take the body 
of the said Church, and bring him to the bar of the. House 
accordingly, at ten o'clock in the forenoon of the same 
day. 

Ordered, That an authenticated copy of the foregoing 
Resolve be immediately laid before his Excellency General 
Washington. 

Afternoon. 
On the Petition of Jeralhmeel Bowers, Esq., in behalf 
of one John Shardon,* the Committee reported. Read 
and accepted. 

* Petition of Jeratltmeel Bowers most humbly sheweth : That one 
John Shardon, of Swanzey, is now a prisoner on board of Captain 
Wallace's ship ; has been there near two months ; has a wife and four 
children in want of his care. The said Wallace has offered him a 
dollar per day, if he will undertake to be a pilot ; but the poor man has 
had. virtue enough, .hitherto, to refuse the offer. Wallace has consented 
to accept another man in his stead ; and as there is danger of hiB finally 
complying, through necessity, and, as he is acquainted with the coast, 
might bo the .cajtse. of bringing the men of war into the rivers and 
harbours on the south, shore, your petitioner most humbly prays that 
he may be redeemed, by sending a man from Taunton jail ; and your 
petitifftier "will, jindertake to procure the said Shardon, or return the 
prisoner to Taunton, as your Honours shall direct. And, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray. 



Resolved, That Henry Bowers be allowed to receive 
of the Prison-Keeper in Taunton one person who hath 
been taken from the Navy under the command of Admiral 
Graves; he giving his Bond to the Sheriff of the County 
of Bristol, to the use of this Colony, in the penal sum of 
one hundred Pounds; condition, that in case he shall not 
exchange the Prisoner whom he shall receive for the said 
John, he will return the said Prisoner to the Prison in 
Taunton aforesaid, within fourteen days from the time he 
shall receive the Prisoner. And the Keeper of said Prison 
is hereby directed to conform himself to this order, provided 
the said Henry Bowers shall give security as above di- 
rected. 

In Council, October 27, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Petition from Josiah Nottage, Jun., in behalf of him- 
self and others, Mariners, who were on board the Schooner 
Industry, on a voyage from New-Providence, bouncf to 
Boston, lately carried into Marblehead, setting forth that 
they are deprived of the common mode of obtaining their 
just demands, and praying relief. Read, and committed to 
Colonel Otis, Captain Adams, and Mr. Durfee. 

A Petition of Caleb Clark, Agent from the Town of 
Belcherlown, setting forth, that their Representative was 
not duly chosen ; and that said Town had voted he should 
not attend the General Court, but with the leave of the 
Committee of Correspondence. Read, and Ordered, That 
said Petition be dismissed. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Hawley go to 
the honourable Board, and inquire whether they have pass- 
ed on an order sent up by the House, proposing a Confer- 
ence on the subject of appointing Officers in the Militia. 
Who reported, that he had delivered the message. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., came down from the Board, and 
informed that the order of the House proposing a Confer- 
ence was then under consideration before the Board. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the choice of an Attor- 
ney-General be further referred till three o'clock, to-mor- 
row afternoon, and that Colonel Bowers go up to the 
Board and acquaint them of the same. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Colonel 
Thayer, and Mr. Goodwin, be a Committee to examine 
the Muster-RoUs as they shall be brought in. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., came down from the honourable 
Board, and said that the Board had concurred the order 
of the House proposing a Committee of Conference on 
the method of appointing Military Officers. 

A Petition of William Davis, praying a Permit for the 
Sloop Reliance, now at Dartmouth, "to sail in ballast, with 
Cash, for some of the French West-India Islands, under 
the restriction, for Powder. Read and committed. 

Friday, October 27, 1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That there be fixed in the 
alley a bar, at which Dr. Church will be brought. 

Ordered, That Colonel Porter, Mr. Cooper, and Col- 
onel Grout, be a Committee to direct proper refreshments 
for the Guards that shall attend Dr. Church. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down a Bill to encourage 
the fitting out Armed Vessels, passed in Council, viz : 

" In Council, October 27, 1775 : Read a second time, 
and passed to be engrossed, with the amendments." 

Read and concurred, with the amendments proposed. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Selectmen of 
Salem* reported as follows ; which was read and accepted. 

Whereas the particular situation of the Town ..of Salem, 
with regard to its being exposed to desolation by the ene- 
my, the smallness of the quantity of their Ammunition, 

* Petition of. the Selectmen of Salem, beg leave to show: That if. 
now appearing to be the determination of the enemy to ravage and 
destroy, the sea-ports of the Province, the. Town of Salem thought it 
their duty to represent their defenceless state ; and, at a meeting held 
this day, directed us to inform your Honours that five half barrels and 
a small quantity in ijartridges constitute our whole .Town stock of 
powder, and request relief in regard to ammunition, and what else 
your Honours judge our condition requires, .. This request we now 
present, and earnestly request that it may be granted. The cannon 
we have mounted (besides field-pieces) are one eighteen-pounder, one 
twelve, three seven, and one nine-pounder, for which, if we are so 
happy as ft ohtain powder, a proportionable quantity of shot will be 
wanting. 
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the method they are taking for their defence, and the pro- 
bability of their being able to save the place, provided 
they could be furnished with a sufficient stock of Pow- 
der and Ball, having been represented to this Court ; and 
being desirous that a place of so great importance as Sa- 
lem is, might, if possible, be saved from destruction ; this 
Court earnestly recommend to the Towns hereafter named, 
that they would furnish the forementioned place with the 
several quantities of Powder proposed in this list, upon 
their application to them for it ; which quantity shall either 
be returned to them again in Powder, or paid for in Money, 
not exceeding five Shillings a pound, by the Selectmen or 
Committee of Safety of the Town of Salem, as the Se- 
lectmen of the several Towns from where it is. taken shall 
choose. The names of the Towns to be draughted from : 
JJanvers, 50 pounds; Kowley, 50; Andover, 50; Haver- 
hill, 50; Topsficld, 25; Boxford, 25; Bradford, 50; 
Middletoion, 25 ; Methuen, 25 — 350 pounds. 

Joseph Wheeler, per order. 

In Council, October 28, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Doctor Hulten brought down a Petition of Joseph P. 
Palmer, in behalf of the Committee of Correspondence 
of Braintree. Also, a Petition of James Hayward. 

Notice was given thai Dr. Church was. a.. .the. door.* 
Ordered, That Dr. Church be admitted to the bar of 
the House, and that the Committee to order provision for 
the Guards give directions that the Guards be placed at the 
several doors of the House. 

"Account of the examination of Dr. Bex\U5_in Church, written while 
he was in Prison at Cambridge. 

On Friday, October 27, the High Sheriff Howe, a messenger of the 
House of Representatives, at ton o'clock A. M., came to my prison, ac- 
companied by Adjutant-General Gates and ihe several officers of the 
guard, with a summons from the. honourable House, commanding my 
immediate attendance at the bar of the House. I requested to be indulged 
with an opportunity to change my linen, which was indulged me, while 
the guard was parading, and the officer of my escort waited upon the 
General for his directions. By the time I had put myself in decant 
apparel, J received 'orders' to proceed. I hail procured, in tills interim, 
a "chaise from a friend, into which the messenger entered with me; 
in which manner we proceeded,* in the centre of a guard of twenty 
men, with drum and fife, from my prison in Cambridge to Watertown, 
being three miles. When arrived at the Meeting-flouse in Watertown, 
where, the Assembly then sat, the messenger of the House announced 
my arrival ; upon which .wo .received orders to tarry at the door till 
called tor"; after waiting a few minutes, the door-keeper, opening the 
door, directed the messenger to bring in the prisoner. I was then 
ushered into the House, and advancing up to the bar, which was placed 
about midway of the broad alloy, I made my obeisance to the honour- 
able l_pea1_er of the House, James Warren, Esq., and to Ihcj moiiibers 
of th.e__hqjiQur3.bl0 House of. Representatives there assembled. The 
g .tileries, being opened upon this occasion, -were, thronged with a mime, 
rous collection of people of all ranks, to attend so hovel and so im- 
portant a trial. 

The honourable Speaker then began, by informing me that the hon- 
ourable House of Representatives having been informed that I, a member 
of that House, was put under arrest by his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, and their jealousy for the privileges of the House having been 
excited thereby, they had appointed a Committee of the honourable 
House to wait upon and confer with his Excellency upon the subject; 
to which they had received the following answer. Here his Honour 
recited a letter from his Excellency General Washington, attested by 
his Secretary, the Hon, Joseph H e e d, Esq., specifying, that at a meet- 
ing of a General Court-Martial, held at Cambridge, on October 3, 
present, his Excellency General George Washington, Esquire, Presi- 
dent ; all the Major-Generals and Brigadier-Generals of the Army, and 
Adjutant-General Gates, Benjamin Church, Esq., Director-General of 
the Hospital, was summoned Before them ; when a Court of Inquiry 
being held, it was their unanimous opinion, that said Benjamin Church 
was convicted of holding a criminal correspondence with the enemy, 
etch member being questioned.senai!. in upon the matter.. After the 
Speaker had read the doings of the Court-MartUl, the criminal, letter, 
as deciphered by Mr. West, was produced and read to the IIouso ; 
upon which the honourable Speaker observed, "that the honourable 
House, from a regard to their own honour .and reputation, and to! ex- 
pi ess their abhorrence of such conduct in one of their members, had 
summoned me to the bar of that House, to make answer to the charges 
exhibited against me, and to proceed in such manner. as to. vindicate 
the reputation of the House." Aud then holding out the letter, de- 
manded, "if that was a true copy of the letter I wrote in ciphers;" to 
which I replied, "May it please your Honour and the nondurable 
House, although I am a member of this honourable House, or have 
been, and have sustained some little part in the straggles of this very 
respectable body for several months past, yet in the matter now before 
them, a matter in which I. hold some capital consideration, I profoss 
myself to be totally unacquainted respecting the general design, mode 
of process, and the issue. If I might entreat the indulgence of the 
honourable House, I would inform them about a month sirrce I was 
taken by an armed force, and have been confined a close prisoner for 
twenty -eight days; secluded by my stern jailors from the cheering 
eye and consoling tongue of friend and acquaintafiM, 'unless by a 
special license from Head-Quarters, which has been sparingly granted ; 
and never indulged with the aid and advioe of counsel leafneT in lh_ 

* To my utter astonishment, the. House, forgetful of their dignity and privileges, 
in a manner unprecedented, sti-P-red me 10 he- held in 'cnstody ofTVriuliuny'gnHrU 
during the whole time of m) trial before the honourable House, 



Dr. Church was accordingly admitted ; whereupon there 
was read an order of the House for an application to Gen- 
eral Washington, that he would certify to this House the 
cause of the detention and imprisonment of Benjamin 
Church, Esq. 

There was also read a copy of Dr. Church's Letter, as 
deciphered by the Rev. Mr. West ; and a copy of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Council of War respecting said Church, 
which had been transmitted by the General, and are as 
follows, viz : 

" I hope this will reach you. Three attempts have I 
made without success. In effecting the last, the man was 
discovered in attempting his escape; but fortunately my 
letter was sewed in the waistband of his breeches. He' 
was confined a few days, during which time you may guess 
my feelings; but a little art and a little cash settled the 
matter. 'T is a month since my return from Philadelphia ; 
I went by the way of Providence, to visit mother. The 
Committee for warlike stores made me a formal tender of 
twelve pieces of cannon, eighteen and twenty-four pound- 
ers ; they having taken a previous resolution to make the 
offer to General Ward. To make a merit of my services, 
I sent them down ; and when they received them, they sent 
them to Stoughton, to be out of danger, even though they 
had formed the resolution, as I before hinted, of fortifying 
Bunker's Hill, which, together with the cowardice of the 
clumsy Colonel Gerrish and Colonel Scammons, was the 
lucky occasion of their defeat. This affair happened Taefore 
my return from Philadelphia. We lost one hundred and 

law ; six days retained in the most rigorous confinement. I was then 
led before a General Court-Martial,* attended by my guards ; after a 
scrutiny, novel and undecisive, which I then apprehended to. be atrial, I 
was remanded back to my prison ; but, atmyToquest, and the indulgence 
of the General, attended only by the officers of the guard. There I 
have been held in the most cruel imprisonment, at the point of the 
bayonet, ever since. This morning, may it please your Honours, at 
the hour of ten o'clock, without any previous intimation of such a 
design, without any expectation of such an event, I am summoned, ex 
improviso and immediately, to the bir of this honourable House... Bowed 
to the dust by infirmity produced by distress, harassed and sickening 
with painful suspense, aggravated vexations, rigorous imprisonment, 
and a load of sorrows no longer supportable, am I called upon to make 
my defence. Though in a situation to wound the bqsoni.pl'.cornpas_ion, 
and from, the eye of humanity to steal a tear, relying on conscious 
integrity, .An. trial I wish not to" evade : only let mo be determined, 
Sir, whether the jurisdiction of this House extends to the whoIe_ enor- 
mity of the transaction of which I stand, accused; whether, may it 
please your Honour, this trial shall be final and decisive." To which 
his .Honour the Speaker made answer, " that the honourable House had 
determined to examine thisjnattur no further than as. it related to a 
member, of .that House," To which I rejoined, "sorry am I, Sir, that 
my plea for justice cannot be heard : I have been led from Caiaphas to 
Herod, and from Herod to Pontius Pilate. To what tribunal, shall I 
make my final appeal ? The Honss will pardon me; hut while they 
appear so tremblingly alive to preserve their reputation unsullied, they 
should not forget the sinister influence such precipitation will haye at 
the future trial of perhaps an innocent man ; my cause will be pre- 
judged, and my guilt ascertained by the sanction of this important 
body, before due inquisition is made. I did hear, Sir, that this House 
had determined on my expulsion ;t I immediately transmitted to your 
Honour a formal resignation of my seat as a member of this House, in 
some measure to prevent the ill consequences which their censure might 
produce hereafter. This honourable House may possibly remember, 
when Mr, Wilke s was arraigned, in the language of Lord Chatham, for 
'blaspheming his God and libelling his King,' the House of Commons, 
of which he was then a member, did not evidence a premature dislress 
lest, their immaculate honoure should be tainted; their generous hum ani- 
ty induced them to take no cognizance of the fact, till by due process 
of law he was condemned to exile. After which, they expelled him 
the House." The Honourable Major Hawlcy then moved, that the 
honourable Speaker would put the question to me, whether the letter 
then read was a true copy of the letter I wrote in ciphers. I replied, it 
was not an exact. copy. Major Hamley then urged, that perhaps there 
was some trifling literal variations, which made no material difference, 
but requested that I might be .asked whether the letter, then read did 
not contain the true meaning and import of my letter in. general. The 
question was put by the Speaker, to which I answered as follows : " I 
perceive the honourable House, influenced by a partial purpose, are 
determined upon an immediate trial. The honourable gentleman from 
Northampton perfectly mistakes toe if he supposes I mean, through 
chicane or evasion, to interrupt your inquisition ; confirmed in assured 
innocence, I stand prepared for your keenest searching... I now first 
learn, may it please your Honours, of my being convicted by a Gene- 
ral Court-Martial of a criminal, cgrrespondeijcot with the enemy; what 
leads to such a conviction is perfectly unknown to me; and I presume 
it is something singular that I should !>e first acquainted with the 

*I was. not even there favoured with the "assistance of the Advocate-General, They 
cannot pretend it was not a trial, as they made up their j udgment, and determined £ 
was convicted of a criminal correspondence, __e. 

fAs the General _ Court-Martial had convicted me without a trial, perhaps the 
honourable House will think themselves warranted in their sentence of excommunica- 
tion. 

X It appears to me a strange perversion of language to assert that I was convicted of 
a_ = criini.nal_cor. espondence with the enemy, when there was no single circumstance to 
lead tnsucfi a conviction beyond the letter itself, which carried in it such evident marks 
of fidlacy as to destroy its own testimony; .add to this, it savours not a little of Hibcrnian- 
ftm to construe, the bare writing a Liter (which was never conveyed to the person for 
wTiom it was wrote) a conviction of an actual criminal cier. ..pondence. The most 
sfrv erencimstructioh that common understanding could aft.* to this writing, were it in- 
disputably cak'ulu. -d to betray the interest of the community, would be " an attempt 
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sixty-five killed then, and since dead of their wounds ; one 
hundred and twenty now lie wounded; the chief will re- 
cover. They boast you hnve fourteen hundred killed and 
wounded in that action. You say the Rebels lost fifteen 
hundred, T suppose with equal truth. The people of Con- 
necticut are raving in the cause of liberty. A number 
from this Colony, from the Town of Stamford, robbed the 
King's stores at New- York, with some small assistance the 
New-Yorkers lent them; these were growing turbulent. I 
counted two hundred and eighty pieces of cannon, from 
twenty-four to three-pounders, at Kingsbridge, which the 
Committee had secured for the use of the Colonies, The 
Jerseys are not a whit behind Connecticut in zeal. The Phi- 
ladelphians exceed them both. I saw twenty-two hundred 
men in review there by General Lee, consisting of Qua- 
kers and other inhabitants, in uniform, with one thousand 
Riflemen and forty Horse, who, together, made a most war- 
like appearance. I mingled freely and frequently with the 
members of the Continental Congress ; they were united, 
determined in opposition, and appeared assured of success. 
Now, to come home. The opposition is become formida- 
ble. Eighteen thousand men, brave and determined, with 
Washington and Lee at their head, are no contemptible 
enemy. Adjutant Gen. Gates is indefatigable in arranging 
the Army. Provisions are very plenty ; clothes are manu- 
facturing in almost every Town for the soldiers. Twenty 
tons of powder lately arrived at Philadelphia, Connecticut, 
and Providence ; upwards of twenty tons are now in camp. 
Saltpetre is made in every Colony. Powder Mills are erect- 
judgment of that Court in my attendance upon this. It has been fro. 
quently objected to us by our adversaries, that we were struggling to 
establish a tyranny much more intolerable than that we meant to op. 
pose. Shall we justify the prediction of our enemies ? Will it bo for 
the honour or interest of the community that one of your friends and 
partisans is reduced to deprecate that power which, by his constant 
exertions, he has been in some measure instrumental in supporting ? 
You profess you are contending for the rigbts and liberties of British 
subjects. Why then deny appeal to common law ? Am I impertinent 
in claiming the rights of Magna Charta and Bill of Rights ? Have I 
no title to a trial by jurors, or the benefit of the Habeas Corpus Act ? 
But if by a forced construction I am deemed amenable to martial Jaw 
for matters transacted before my appointment to the hospital, and before 
the promulgation of those laws, why are the rules and articles framed 
by the Continental Congress, for the government of the Army, violated 
in every letter, to accumulate distresses upon me ? 

"I have suffered already the utmost penalty annexed to the breach of 
that law, for which I now stand committed. Am I to be tbe viclim of 
the insatiable rage of my enemies ? Am I perpetually to be subjected 
to the successive pains and penalties of every capricious power ? It is 
a maxim in that Government wliich I claim as my inheritance., Sir, 
and for which you have expressed the highest veneration, " Misera 
equidem est servitus ubi jus est vagum et incertum :" Miserable indeed 
is that state of slavery where the right of the subject is vague and un- 
certain. But I will not engross the time of this honourable Court. I 
did say, Sir, the letter, as now read, is not a literal construction of that 
I wrote in ciphers, as far as my memory serves, for the letter was writ- 
ten in great haste. I never have been favoured with a copy since, to 
consider of it, and have never seen it till to-day, except the very cur- 
sory reading I gave it when before the General Court-Martial, at which 
time the perturbation of mind incidental to such a situation naturally 
prevented such a close attention as to enable me to recollect the con- 
tents. . I believe, in general, the sense is preserved ; in some instances 
it is perverted. It has been proposed, that the letter bo read in para- 
graphs, and that I be questioned in order. If it will be agreeable to 
the honourable House, I will read the letter in paragraphs : I will can- 
didly .and faithfully execute my intention in the course of my reading ; 
and, to convince the honourable House that I mean not to cavil at 
trifling inaccuracies, I will correct the erroneous passages as I proceed, 
and restore the true reading on a different sheet." 

This motion was acceded to by the honourable House, and the copy 
of the letter being handed to me by John Pitts, Esq., I began : " Pre- 
vious to any remarks upon the substance of this reprobated letter in 
my hand, by your Honour's leave, and the indulgence of tbe honourable 
House, I will repeat the circumstance which led to, and my motives 
for writing the letter : sometime after my return from Philadelphia, 
I was passing in my chaise towards Mistick, I met with a team con- 
vying household furniture towards Cambridge. In the team, seated 
on a bed was a woman with two children; the woman accosted 
me by name, asking me if I did not know her; her countenance 
was familiar to mi; I answered yes, and inquired when she I csfl 
Boston ; she. informed me, the day before, and told mo, she had a 
letter for me from Boston, from my brother ; she took a small bundle 
out of her pocket, and, opening it, handed the litter to the carman, 
who delivered it to me ; it was directed to mo ; upon breaking the 
seal I found it written in ciphers and signed /. F. I put it. in my 
pocket, and rode a few rods ; curiosity induced me to return back 
and repair to my lodgings, to decipher the lott. r, and acquaint myself 
with the contents. This is.thp letter, Here I handed the letter to the 
Speaker, who read.it to the honourable House, as follows : 

" Dear Doctor : I have often told you what the dreams of your high 

to correspond witli the enemy;' 1 but the person for whom the letter was designed was 
not in office, "was not a soldier : he was my friend and brother. I have a great venera- 
tion for several, of the respectable personages who composed this Court, but, abstracted 
from the consideration of self, I lament that those "worthy characters should have been 



bt trayed into so injurious, so unjustifiable a construction of an innocent piece of ai'ti- 

fice_lo .serve. tho_coinmon eaijse, If I was.then con' ' * ' ' *'- '' 

prisoument is the penalty awarded for my trausgros! 
ought to he discharged ; "but of this more hen-after. 



fice_lo serve the_coinmon eaijse, If I was.then convicted, I suppose my continued im- 
prisonment is the penalty invarded for my transgression ; if so, the month is up, and I 



ed, and constantly employed, in Philadelphia and Neiv- 
Yorlc. Volunteers, of the first fortunes, are daily flocking 
to the camp ; one thousand Riflemen in two or three days. 
Recruits are now levying, to augment the Army to twenty- 
two thousand men. Ten thousand Militia are appointed 
in this Province, to appear on the first summons. The 
bills of all the Colonies circulate freely, and are readily 
exchanged for cash ; add to this, that unless some plan of 
accommodation takes place immediately, these harbours 
will swarm with privateers; an army will be raised in the 
Middle Provinces, to take possession of Canada. For the 
sake of the miserable convulsed Empire, solicit peace, re- 
peal the acts, or Britain is undone. This advice is the 
result of warm affection to my King and to the Realm. 
Remember 1 never deceived you ; every article here sent 
you is sacredly true. The papers will announce to you 
that 1 am again a member for Boston; you will there see 
our motley Council. A general arrangement of officers 
will take place, except the chief, which will be suspended 
but for a little while, to see what part Britain takes in con- 
sequence of the late Continental petition. A view to in- 
dependence grows more and more general. Should Britain 
declare war against the Colonies, tliey are lost forever. 
Should Spain declare against England, the Colonies will 
declare a neutrality, which will doubtless produce an offen- 
sive and defensive league between them. For God's sake, 
prevent it by a speedy accommodation. Writing this has 
employed a day. I have been to Salem to reconnoitre, 
but I could not escape the geese of the capitol. To-mor- 

ftaming sons would come to; do you forget my repeated cautions not 
to mako yourself too obnoxious to Government ? What s;ys the psalm- 
singer and Johnny Dupe to fighting British Troops now ? They are at 
Philadelphia, I suppose, plotting more mischief, where, I hoar, your high 
mightiness has been ambassador extraordinary; take care of your nob, 
Mr. Doctor — remember your old friend, the orator; he will preach no 
more sedition. Ally joins me in begging you to come to Boston. You 
may depend upon it, Government is determined to crush this rebellion ; 
a large re-enforcement of troops is hourly expected, when they are 
determined to penetrate the country; for God's sake, Doctor, come to 
Town directly, I'll engage to procure your pardon ; your sister is un- 
happy, under the apprehension of your being taken and hanged for a 
rebel, which God grant may not be the case. You m:iy rely upon it, the 
Yankees will never be a match for the troops of Great Britain. The 
Yorkers have behaved like damned Cools in robbing the King's stores, 
as Government intended to have granted them some exclusive privileges 
in trade had they continued loyal. It will now be a rendezvous for 
British Troops. We know well enough that you are divided ; your peo- 
ple are discouraged; that you want discipline,, artillery, ammunition ; 
and Government has taken effectual care that you shall not be supplied 
by other Powers. I have wondered that we have not heard from you ; 
difference of politicks has not cancelled my friendship for you. Let 
me entreat you not to take up arms against your rightful King, as your 
friend Warren did, for which he has paid dearly. I cannot send your 
sulky and other malters y. u sent for; you may thank your own peo- 
ple for that, who first, set the example, by preventing any thing from 
being brought to Town. I think you might have sent us a bit of frosh 
pork now and then. Yon see Hancock and Adams are attainted alrea- 
dy. If you cannot pass the lines, you may come in Captain Wallace, 
via Rhode- Island ; and if you do not como immediately, write me in 
this character, and direct your letter to Major Cane, on His Majesty's 
service, and deliver it to Captain Wallace, and it will come safe. Wo 
have often heard your people intend to attack the Town, By God, I 
believe they had such a dose on Bunker's Hill as to cool their courage. 
Your sister has been for running away; Kitty has been very sick ; we 
wished you to seo her; she is now picking up. 

" I remain your sincere friend and brother, I. i'. 

"P. S. Don't fail to write me soon." 

This letter being read, I proceeded: "Your Honour well knows 
what was our situation after the action of Bunker's Hill; insomuch 
that it was generally believed, had the British troops been in a condi- 
tion to pursue their success, they might have reached Cambridge with 
very little opposition. Not many days after this, we had a report cir- 
culated very generally, anil as generally credited, of the arrival of a 
re-enforcement of five thousand British troops in Boston. This hon- 
ourable House have not forgot the general anxiety excited thereby, to- 
gether wit'.i the consideration of our not being in a capacity to make 
any tolerable resistance, from the reduced state of our magazines. Was 
there a man, who regarded his Country, who would not have sacrificed 
his life to effect a tolerable accommodation ? My fears, I must con- 
fess, were greatly excited. At this interval (a week, perhaps, or ten 
days after I had received this letter) I was confined to my lodgings by 
a stormy day, contemplating our disagreeable situation. I pulled the 
letter out of my pocket, and, reading it, the idea of writing an answer 
to my brother started into my mind. Imagining I could improve the 
opportunity to effect a happy purpose, I immediately sot about it. One 
circumstance which was an inducement to writing at that time 
was, that a young woman in the same house was to set off for New- 
port the next morning. I will now proceed to consider the letter by 
paragraphs, after premising that I have endoavourod to adopt the air 
and language of a tory throughout, for the purpose of securing con- 
fidence, and obtaining the intelligence I wanted. 

"'Three attempts have I made to write you; the last, the man 
was discovered, but fortunately my letter,' &c. May it please 
your Honour, had I written or attempted to write into Boston, is 
it not very extraordinary that, during my long confinement, when 
the very antipodes have been aHrmed at the transaction, and every 
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row 1 set out for Newport, on purpose to send you this. I 
write you fully, it being scarcely possible to escape dis- 
covery. I am out of place here, by choice, and therefore 
out of pay, and determined so to be unless something is 
offered in my way. I wish you could contrive to write me 
freely in cipher, by the way of Newport, addressed to 
Thomas Richards, merchant. Enclose it in a cover to me, 
intimating that 1 am a perfect stranger to you ; but being 
recommended to you as a gentleman of honour, you took 
the liberty of enclosing that letter, entreating me to deliver 
it as directed; the person, as you are informed, being at 
Cambridge. Sign some fictitious name. This you may 
send to some confidential friend at Newport, to be delivered 
to me at Watertown. Make use of every precaution, or 
I perish." 

"This is a true copy of Dr. Church's letter, as deci- 
phered by the Rev. Mr. West, and acknowledged by the 
Doctor to be truly deciphered. 

" Joseph Reed, Secretary." 

" At a Council of War held at Head-Quarters, Cam- 
bridge, October 3, 1775, present : 

" His Excellency General Washington ; Major-Generals 
Ward, Lee, and Putnam; Brigadier-Generals Spencer, 
Heath, Sullivan, Greene, and Thomas; Adjutant-General 
Gates. 

" The General communicated to the Board a discovery of 
a correspondence carried on with the enemy by Dr. Church, 
by Letter in characters, which was deciphered by the 

tongue has been clamorous against me ; is it not strange, Sir, that 
no proof has been exhibited against mo of such correspondence, 
but in this very letter, which is crowded with fallacy, and ob- 
viously designed to deceive ? The idea of the man being discovered, 
but escaped, 'the letter being,' &c, was suggested by the affair of 

Doctor , who was taken, as reported, going into Boston; was 

searched, but no letter found, I heard of the matter upon my return 
from PTiUaaZelphia, arid that the letter was so concealed ; which was 
idly reported to be the reason of its not being detected. The other 
two attempts are mentioned in a subsequent paragraph : ' Twice have 
I been to Salem,' &c. This idea was started by the following inci. 
dent : About a week before I sat out on my journey, Major Bigelow 
informed mejjo had received intelligence that provisions and. other 
matters were conveyed Into Boston, by the Custom-House boat, from 
Salem; which ought to be immediately prevented. I instantly laid the 
matter before the Committee of Safety, and they determined to t.~ke mea- 
sures immediately to prevent her passing into Boston. I solemnly declare, 
Sir, I never wrote one letter into Boston since I left it. 1 solemnly de. 
claro, I have never been to the Town of Salem these seven years past," 

"'I went by the way of Providence, to visit mother.' This 
passage, I think, Sir, confirms ray declaration that the letter was 
designed for my brother, and not for Major Cane. I should hardly 
have acquainted the Major of my going to visit my mother, and surely 
I should not have neglected to affix the relative my to the substantive, 
were not the letter addressedto a relative character. The next para, 
graph is, ' the Committee for warlike stores,' ending at 'Bunker's Hill.' 
Here, may it please your Honour, is a capital omission, which leads 
to a suspicion of my having written before. In the original copy, I 
remember perfectly well, after the words 'having taken a previous 
resolution to maka the offer to General Ward,' wbto added 'for the 
purpose of fortifying Bunker's Hill.' This part of the sentence was 
either inadvertently loft" out. by myself in copying the letter into 
ciphers, or omitted by the person who deciphered the letter ; this ac- 
counts for the Teference.. below, 'as I before hinted,' and reconciles 
this passage with the first paragraph, that ' I had made three attempts 
to write him without success,'. The true state of the fact is as fol- 
lows: The taking and fortifying Dorchester-Hill was the first object 
in contemplation when I left the camp. I was sensible we had not 
heavy artillery. When at Providence, being informed that they "had a 
considerable number there, I applied to the Hon. Mr. Ward, who re- 
sided then at Providence, and was a member of the Committee of War, 
for such of them as they could spare. Mr, Ward called the Commit- 
tee together, when they generously granted them, and they were gent 
down- The application was. made spontaneously by me, and I wrote 
a letter of apology to General Ward for my officiousness in this matter. 
The reason of my covering this transaction in my letter must be ob- 
vious. There was a constant communication between Newport and 
Boston- There was no doubt .but. they would have accounts of this 
transaction, Did I not account for it in a way to conceal my being 
active in the. matter, I should have been defeated in my intentions in 
writing." 

Here I was interrupted, and the House voted to adjourn to three 
o'clock, I was orderfitLtp make such corrections in the interim as to 
make it correspond with the original draught. I was then, by the 
order of '.the ..honourable House, conducted by myguard, under custody 
of the. messenger of the. House, to Coolidge's Tavern, where, at the 
publick expense, I was regaled with half a mug of flip and the wing of 
a chicken, and wasjhen reconveyed to the House, in the manner I 
came from, thence. When arriyed,at the door of the House, the mee- 
sengor communicated my arrival,. He was directed to detain. the pri- 
soner at the door till called for, I was continued in the... cold, on a 
bleak eminence, for the space of half an hour— which, after a month's 
close confinement, was not very eligible — and. during the whole, time 
surrounded by my guards, with additional mobility, digilo mbnstrari 
et difier kic e_st ; during which time a solemn vote was~passed_to_inyitc 
the honqurableijis Majesty's Council for this Colony, and sundry mili- 
tary gentlemen, to be present at the trial ; and when their Honours !had 
taken their seats, orders .were given to admit the prisoner, I was.then 
introduced to the bar of tbo House^ The Speaker, addressing himself 



Rev. Mr. West, and laid the said Letter before the Mem- 
bers of this Council. 

" After considering and discussing the matter, it was deter- 
mined to adjourn till to-morrow, and then that Dr. Church 
be examined. 

" October 4. — The Council of War met. Present as be- 
fore. 

" Dr. Church being sent for, and shown the Letter in cha- 
racters, was asked, whether the said Letter was written by 
him ; to which he answered, he believed it was. He was 
then shown the explanation of said Letter, as deciphered, 
and asked whether it was a true one ; to which he answered 
in the affirmative. Dr. Church then explained his inten- 
tion in writing said Letter, as calculated to impress the ene- 
my with a strong idea of our strength and situation, in order 
to prevent an attack at a time when the Continental Army 
was in a great want of ammunition, and in hopes of effecting 
some speedy accommodation of the present dispute, and 
concluded with solemn asseverations of his innocence. 

" The General then asked the opinion of the Council, 
severally, whether it did not appear that Dr. Church had 
carried on a criminal correspondence witli the enemy ; to 
which they unanimously answered in the affirmative. 

" The question was then proposed, and discussed, what 
w T ere the proper steps to be taken with respect to hrm:; and, 
after examining the regulations of the Continental Army, 
and particularly the articles twenty-eight and fifty-one, it 
was determined, from the enormity of the crime, and the 

to me, informed me the House were ready to hear me, and ordered me 
to proceed. I began as follows : " May it please your Honour, to the 
patient attention, the apparent candour, and generous humanity of the 
honourable House, I feel myself deeply indebted, I shall now pro- 
ceed, by their continued indulgence, to some further observations on 
the letter; not doubting, from the approved justice and benignity of 
this honourable Assembly, a Full acquittance from the groundless 
charges levelled against ine. 

"The next paragraph is, 'which, together with the cowardice of the 
clumsy Colonel Gerrish,' &c. to ' defeat.' There is a mistake in the 
word lucky in this sentence; the original was unlucky, tho negative 
being marked by an additional stroke in the I. Here I cannot but 
observe, Sir, that, notwithstanding the apparent labour and desiirn, 
throughout the whole, to maintain the character of a toiy, yet, in 
this paragraph, I have inadvertently betrayed myself; having men. 
tioned Colonel GerfiaJt and Colonel Seommons in terms, of reproach 
and indignation, for not engaging the King's troops. After "giving En 
account, in; the next paragraph, of the number of our killed and 
wounded in the battle of Bunker's Hill, which greatly falls short of 
truth, and an oblique sarcasm upon them for their extravagant calcu- 
lation in this matter, I proceed, in several succeeding paragraphs, in the 
most exaggerated terms possible, to alarm him with a very formidable 
account of the spirit, supplies, resources, industry, union, andresoju- 
tion^ of the Colonies, all confirmed by ocular demonstration, beginning 
with ' the people of Connecticut,' and continued as far. as .'.are readily 
exchanged for cash.' As far as my contracted reading and observa- 
tion extends, may it please your Honour, it has been the policy of those 
we heretofore deemed our enemies to speak in contemptuous teTihs of 
the com-age, strength, union, and resources of these Colonies; they 
have,, I apprehend, Sir, constantly endeavoured to discourage us, and 
encourage the enemy, by remonstrating, in the warmest manneT, the 
impossibility of our making any effectual resistance against them. If 
I am condemned for a representation perfectly the reverse of this, I 
would ask, Sir, who are your friends? Is it criminal and injurious. to 
you to say we are able apd determined to. withstand the power of Bri- 
tain ? Is it criminal, Sir, to alarm them with a parade of our strength 
and preparation ? Is it bad policy, or a proof of enmity, when under 
the most alarming apprehensions of instant ruin from their attack, 
by an innocent stratagem to divert them from such a ruinous ' enter- 
prise? 

" The next matter most strenuously urged and insisted upon, is an 
immediate accommodation, or the Colonies are disjoined from Britain 
forever. See from ' add to this' to ' For God's Bake, prevent it, by a 
speedy accommodation.' Here, may it plea?e your Honour, the plot 
is unravelled ; the scope and design of the letter is here fully explain- 
ed— -to effect the reconciliation so vehemently urged, bo repeatedly 
recommended. For what cause have I worn the garb of a friend to 
Government throughout this letter ? For what cause have I repeated 
fallacy upon fallacy ? For what cause have I exaggerated your force, 
but to effect a union, to disarm a parricide, to restore peace to my dis- 
tracted Country ? If this is the work of an enemy, where are we to 
lopk for a friend ? There are two or three passages which, from being 
misunderstood, have been greatly exaggerated, which I shall explain 
hereafter. 

"The next paragraph, beginning at 'writing this' to 'discovery,' 
is totally futile and apocryphal. The next passage, 'I am not in 
place here,' &c, is in answer to his request, in his letter, not to take 
up arms against the King, and to quiet tho fears of a sister, as well as 
to carry on the deception ; hui even here, through haste and inatten- 
tion, I have committed a blunder which should have been avoided. I 
have mentioned a readiness to take up With an appointment in my own 
■way, not considering that in thocapacity of a physician or surgeon f 
should be deemed aiding and assisting, and equally obnoxious with thpse 
who were; actually in arms. The concluding paragraph contains pitrtic- 
ular : dh-e„cj;ionsjfor his writing me; from hence, I think, Sir, the follow- 
ing conclusions are fairly deducible V "First, my endeavours; to appear 
SD -.. z .?k' ous ^frtW&tfi G°vernnient, and so"seemingly open and commu- 
nicative, were to engage him to a full and free communication on his 
part, for purposes very obvious. Again, Sir, I think it is indisputably 
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very inadequate punishment pointed out, that it should be 
referred to the General Congress, for their special direc- 
tion ; and that in the mean time he be closely confined, 
and no person visit him but by special direction." 

" A true copy of the Minutes of the Council of War on 
Dr. Church. Joseph Reed, Secretary." 

The following Letter was exhibited to the House by 
Dr. Church, to which he said the foregoing was an an- 
swer, viz : 

" Dear Doctor : I have often told you what the dreams 
of your high sons would come to; do you forget my re- 
peated caution not to make yourself too obnoxious to Go- 
vernment. What says the psalm singer and Johnny Dupe 
to fighting British Troops now ? They are at Philadel- 
phia, I suppose, plotting more mischief, where I hear your 
high mightiness has been ambassador extraordinary. Take 
care of your nob, Mr. Doctor — remember your old friend, 
the orator; he will preach no more sedition. Ally joins 
me in begging you will come to Boston; you may depend 
upon it, Government are determined to crush this rebel- 
lion. A large re-enforcement of troops is hourly ex- 
pected, when they are determined to penetrate the coun- 
try ; for God's sake, Doctor, come to Town directly; I'll 
engage to procure your pardon ; your sister is unhappy, 
under the apprehension of your being taken and hanged 
for a rebel, which God grant may not be the case. You 
may rely upon it, the Yankees will never be a match for 
the Troops of Great Britain. The Yorkers have behaved 

proved, from this paragraph, that a previous correspondence never sub. 
sisted between us. If this had been the case, Sir, can it be supposed 
I should be so extremely minute and circumstantial in pointing out a 
mode and channel of conveyance 1 or, if we had heretofore communi- 
cated, should I not have intimated my reasons for altering the plan? 
I have urged labour and pains in writing him ; I have urged secrecy ; 
I have urged danger, merely to impress his mind with my being zeal- 
ously attachedto his party, to secure full faith and crodit, to influence 
him to an unlimited confidence in his return to me. If in this I have 
transgressed, the motive will surely absolve me. Here, may it please 
your Honour, concludes the latter, innocently intended, however indis- 
creetly executed— a letter which has alarmed the world, wounded mo 
in the esteem of my friends, and glutted the malice of my enemies. 

" I shall now, by your Honour's leave, make a few observations on 
some particular passages, and then conclude. One or two paragraphs 
have been urged as proofs of my having carried on a correspondence 
with this person for some time past. The words 'as I hinted before 
to you' is one. This I have explained already. Another is: 'You 
know I never deceived you.' The m.an I wrote to had implicitly 
swallowed the doctrine of Mr. Hutchinson: that all the opposition 
arose from a small but busy faction ; that the American would never 
dare to fight the British troops. These sentiments I had constantly and 
warmly opposed ; assuring him the Continent was engaged in the oppo- 
sition to the present measures ; and if blood should be drawn, he would 
be convinced of the spirit and resolution of Americans. These, facts 
he assented to the last time I saw him, and acknowlodged I had not 
deceived him ; which fully explains this passage. That the letter is 
totally fallacious, as far as evidence is admissible, you cannot doubt, 
Sir. The pains taken to send letters is, in every instance, incontest- 
ably false. The matter of sending cannon from Providence, as there 
related, is equally so, and probably calculated to effect political pur- 
poses. Why, then, may it please your Honour, shall unbounded 
credit be given to that letter, which bears such glaring marks of fal- 
lacy and design, and couched in terms totally inconsonant with the 
conduct of my whole life; against the conviction arising from that 
conduct; against my solemn asseveration, and against sundry con- 
curring circumstances, to prove that it was meant as a piece of po- 
litical deceit to serve my Country ? If I had intended to commence 
a spy, Sir, why did I not communicate other matters than those which 
were of publick notoriety ? The affair of robbing the King's stores in 
New-York is adopting Tiis very language. The expedition against 
Canada is barely mentioned, and introduced merely because it was 
published at the same time and in the lime papers with the matter 
mentioned by himself; it was impossible but he should have known 
it, and therefore had I suppressed it, it might have excited a jealousy 
no way favourable to my purpose. Were there not sundry important 
matters then agitating, which I was well acquainted with ? If I had 
bjen an enemy, why did I not mention those matters, which to com- 
municate would be to defeat ? . Were I that enemy, may it, please your 
Honour, which the tongue of slander proclaims me to be, should I 
havo made such an ostentatious parade of our strength and resources ? 
Should I not rather have dwelt with a malicious pleasure on our weak- 
ness ? Should I not rather have advised the enemy whero to attack us 
with assurance. of success ? Should I not rather have encouraged 
them to prosecute the war with vigour, than to desist from hostilities, 
and pTopose terms of accommodation? Certain I am, Sir, the letter 
bears the impression of an anxious friend to his Country. I have 
there expressed a firm loyalty for the King ; so has this House, in every 
publick proceeding. I have told him, and confirmed it with abundant 
facts, that the Americaiw were determined vigorously to defend their 
rights; so have you, Gentlemen, asserted in the strongest terms. I 
have recommended, with all the warmth of an honest zeal, to put an 
end to the work of death ; is not this the universal wish, Sir? You 
will say, perhaps, I conversed with him in the language of an enemy. 
He Is a friend to Government, so called, Sir, I wrote ai liominem ; 
I wrote ad captum. W'leiv, iraj it please your Honour, is the crime, 
unless it be a crime to pursue indirect measures, at a time of publick 
danger, to prevent a publick calamity 1 The manner in which the 
letter was written, the mode of address and conveyance, have likowise 



like damned fools, in robbing the King's stores, as Govern- 
ment intended to grant them some exclusive privileges in 
trade, had they continued loyal ; it will now be a rendez- 
vous for British Troops. We know well that you are 
divided ; that your people are discouraged ; that you want 
discipline, artillery, and ammunition ; and Government has 
taken effectual care that you shall not be supplied from 
other Powers. I have wondered that we have not heard 
from you ; difference in politicks has not cancelled my 
friendship for you. Let me entreat you not to take up 
arms against your rightful King, as your friend Warren did, 
for which he has paid dearly. I cannot send your sulky, 
and the other matters you sent for; you may thank your 
own people for that, who first set the example by prevent- 
ing any thing from being brought to Town. I think you 
might have sent us a bit of fresh pork now and then. You 
see Hancock and Adams are attainted already. If you 
cannot pass the lines, you may come in Captain Wallace, 
via Rhode-Island. If you do not come immediately, write 
to me in this character, and direct your letter to Major 
Cane, on His Majesty's service, and deliver it to Captain 
Wallace; it will come safe. We have often been informed 
your people intend to attack the Town. By God, I 
believe they had such a dose on Bunker's Hill as to cool 
their courage. Your sister has been for running away ; 
Kitty has been very sick ; we wished you to see her ; she 
is now picking up. 

" I remain your sincere friend and brother, T. F. 

" P. S. Don't fail to write soon." 

been much condemned; but if it be considered, Sir, that this was the 
mode prescribed by the person to whom I wrote ; that affected secrecy 
and an ostensible coincidence in sentiment were indispensable, in order 
to effect my design, those of candid and liberal sentiments will readily 
pardon me. I have been used, Sir, to direct the reins in my little the- 
atre of politicks. I had no suspicion of evil, because I meant none. 
The letter was intrusted to a man I did not know ; whom I never 
saw. Two months it lay where I could easily have obtained it. I 
never was one moment anxious about it. Surely, may it please your 
Honour, it will afford a presumption of my innocent intention, at least, 
when the letter was lodged in the hands of a stranger who resided in 
the very centre of my friends and relations, that I never was solicitous 
enough to write to one of those to secure it, 

" I will entreat the patience of the. honourable House for a moment 
longer. When \ was in Boston, exposed to certain hazard, solicited, 
persecuted, and personally obnoxious, did I ever recede one moment 
from the cause of my Country ? Though frequently threatened and 
abused, as I passed the streets, my house assaulted, and my windows 
broken in the night, was I ever intimidated from pursuing, with my 
utmost vigour, the interest of the publick ? And now, Sir, when the 
Colonies are united, the opposition general and formidable, my person 
secure, and no other temptation to revolt but the hopes of pardon, to 
bd thus influenced at this time must betray a versatility bordering upon 
insanity. Were my small, but sincere services ill requited; were I 
entirely neglected in the dispensation of publick benefits, I might be 
suspected of apostacy, from chagrin and disappointment. But the 
matter is so totally different, that, when the establishment of an hos^ 
pital was in contemplation, I had every satisfactory encouragement 
that I should bo appointed ; and in such a way as to have my utmost 
wishes gratified. 

" The result of this inquiry, may it please your Honour, the determi- 
nation of this important body, is to mo of the last importance. I 
solicit not life ; that I have long held in my hand, a ready, a devoted 
oblation to my Country. I plead for more than life. I pload, in spite 
of one act of precipitation, and even that from a virtuous intention, 
I plead a restoration to your confidence and esteem — to the esteem 
and confidence of my Country — which I have never forfeited. If I 
have inadvertently erred, judge my mistakes with candour. The 
irregularity of a measure which thoy arc unable to account for has 
alarmed, has startled my friends. Their determination is suspended ; 
it rests upon yours. 

" I demand your confidence, gentlemen ; the warmest bosom here does 
not flame with a brighter zeal for the security, happiness, and liberties 
of America, than mine. Consider, gentlemen, the adopted character 
sustained through that letter, consider the apparent design, and attend 
to the concluding urgent recommendation of an immediate accommo- 
dation ; weigh the labours of an active life against the indiscretion of 
an hour. Be pleased to consider, Sir, if the letter had arrived, had it 
not produced the good intended, it could not have produced any mis- 
chief; but it never arrived, never produced any ill consequences but to 
the guiltless though unfortunate author. Consider, gentlemen, what a 
miserable, what an embarrassed situation I shall be flung into, if so 
unhappy as to incur your censuro : here I shall be wretched indeed — 
subjected to the sting of invective, pointed with savage asperity— doubly 
wretched in having no sanctuary from reproach and ruin. The most 
obstinate and malicious enemy to his country finds a secure asylum in 
that retreat where I havo sacrificed my fortune for you, and which 
I have effectually barred by my incessant exertions in your service. 
To your wisdom, gentlemen, to your justice, to your tenderness, I 
cheerfully submit my fate." 

Here I was questioned respecting sundry matters which were uttered 
during my defence, by sundry members of the honourable House, and 
was directed to withdraw, under the conduct of the guard. Previous 
to my departure from the House, I addressed myself to tho honourable 
Speaker, informing the House I desired to be admitted to bail ; other- 
wise, I was fearful of falling a martyr to the severities of my impri- 
sonment ; and then withdrew. 

From my Prison in Cambridge, November 1, 1775. 

Attest ; B. C, Jva. 



14S7 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1488 



Then the Speaker asked Dr. Church, whether he pave 
the Council of War the answers therein contained ? He 
answered, not exactly. 

Dr. Church was then asked, whether the Letter which 
had been read was a true copy of his Letter. He answer- 
ed, the translation is not literally true. 

An adjournment was moved for. Whereupon, 
Ordered, That the Committee for providing for the 
Guards direct them to attend Dr. Church to a proper 
house, and from thence to return with him to the bar of 
this House, at three o'clock, P. M. 

Afternoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gerry go to the 
honourable Board, and acquaint them that seats will be 
assigned them in the House, if they would choose to be 
present at the hearing of Dr. Church. Who returned, that 
he had delivered the message. Dr. Church was again 
admitted. 

He then presented to the Speaker his Letter, as it had 
been read, and offered a correction of some errors (on 
separate paper) which he said were made either in deci- 
phering, or by himself, when he transcribed it in ciphers. 

The Speaker asked him, if the Letter with his correc- 
tions, was a true copy of that which he attempted to con- 
vey to Boston. He answered, I believe it is. 

Various questions were put to him, which lie answered, 
and declared that the only motive lie had in writing was 
the publick good ; that he took care to exaggerate our 
strength and firmness, with a view to dishearten and in- 
timidate ; that he particularly enlarged his accounts of our 
ammunition, at a time when an attack might have proved 
fatal, on account of the scarcity of that article; and that he 
was induced to the practice of art and dissimulation, which 
in such cases ho thought admissible, by the hopes of ob- 
taining intelligence from his brother Flcmming, who was 
much devoted to Administration, which would serve the 
general cause — as he had before gained information of 
importance by such means, which he had employed much 
to our advantage. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Dr. Church have leave 
to retire, under the charge of the Messenger of the House, 
so far only, as that if there should be occasion he may be 
again brought to the bar. 



Ordered, That .(he Messenger of the House, under the 
conduct of the Guard, return Dr. Church to the place from 
whence he was taken. 

Upon a motion, Or dered, That Mr. Speaker, Major llinu- 
ley, Colonel Orne, Mr. Gerry, and Mr. Mills, be a Com- 
mittee to take into consideration the conduct of Benjamin 
Church, Esquire, and such order as is proper for this House 
to take thereon, and report. 

Saturday, October 28, 1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Galleries be kept 
clear for the future, unless in any case the House order 
otherwise. 

James Prescott, Esquire, brought down a Letter, in an- 
swer to General Washington's of the 6th instant, reported 
by a Committee on the same. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Memorial from 
Jeremiah Powell, Esquire, in behalf of the Committee of 
Safety of North-Yarmouth, and Isaac Parsons, in behalf 
of the Committee of Safety of New-Gloucester, expressing 
their apprehensions of an intention in the enemy (o (ake 
possession of Falmouth- Neck, and to improve the harbour 
the approaching winter, for the King's Ships, and the dan- 
gerous consequences that would ensue from such a measure ; 
and praying for assistance. 

This was accompanied with a Letter from Jeremiah Pow- 
ell, Esq., informing of Deserters from the fleet that burnt 
Falmouth. 

Afternoon. 

The Report of the Committee for considering a more 
expeditious method of settling Accounts, after debate had 
thereon, and amendment made, passed as follows : 

Whereas an attention to the more important affairs of 
the Government, in the present times of difficulty and dis- 
tress, renders it impracticable for this House to receive and 
examine the numerous" Accounts now daily exhibited against 



the Government, agreeable to the mode heretofore usually 
practised; and the payment thereof may be greatly delayed, 
to the detriment of individuals as well as the community : 

Therefore, Resolved, That Col. Porter, Nathan dish- 
ing, Esquire, Mr. Wood, Mr. Durfee, Mr. Watson, Major 
Brooks, and Captain Stone, be, and they hereby are ap- 
pointed a Committee, until the further order of this House, 
to receive, examine, and, in behalf of this House, finally 
pass upon all Accounts, not otherwise committed, which 
shall be presented to them for payment of services done, and 
articles bought, by order of Congress or the General Court, 
and properly vouched ; and the doings of said Committee 
shall be considered as valid as any vote or resolve of the 
House, touching said Accounts. And said Committee, or 
any four of them, who are hereby appointed a quorum, are 
directed to open an office, and advertise the publick thereof, 
and of this Resolve, that the business may be constantly 
attended and effectually performed. 

And said Committee are further directed to keep in a 
book a true copy of all Accounts which shall be passed by 
them, and sent to the Board for concurrence and payment ; 
and to cause the same to be laid before the House, for 
perusal and inspection, once, or oftener, in each session, 
as the House shall judge necessary. 

Also, Resolved, That the Secretary be, and he hereby 
is directed to keep such Accounts as shall be passed by 
such Committee, and in consequence thereof concurred and 
ordered to be paid by the honourable Board, in separate 
files. 

Also, Resolved, That the honourable Board be, and 
they hereby are empowered, in the recess of the General 
Court, to concur and order payment for Accounts which 
shall have been passed by the Committee aforesaid, as 
effectually as if the General Court had been then sitting. 

Monday, October 30, 1775. 

The Committee on the Petition of William Davis* re- 
ported as follows, which was read and accepted, viz: 

As it is of the utmost importance that this Colony be 
well provided with Gunpowder, in order to make a proper 
stand against our merciless enemy : therefore, 

Resolved, That the Petition of William Davis be grant- 
ed ; and that the said Davis be, and he hereby is permitted 
to send the Sloop Reliance to any foreign ports, in order 
to purchase and bring into this Colony a cargo orGunpow- 
der, provided that the said Davis, or the Master of said 
Sloop, shall give his Bond, with sufficient surety or sureties, 
(o the Receiver-General of this Colony, in the penal sum 
of two thousand Pounds, conditioned, that if the said Sloop 
shall, bona fide, bring the Powder she shall take on board 
during^ said voyage into some port in any of the United 
Colonies, {Boston and Nantucket excepted,) and shall take 
on board no other cargo, in order for said voyage, than 
cash only ; and, also, no more provisions than what shall 
be allowed by a permit, under the hands of the Committee 
of Correspondence for the Town of Dartmouth, as being 
absolutely necessary for the prosecution of said voyage, 
then the said Bond shall be void ; or else, to stand and 
remain in full force, effect, and value. 

In Council, October 30, 1775: Read and concurred, 
Charles Chauncy, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board an Order for the appointment of a day for a 
general Thanksgiving, passed in Council viz: 

" In Council, October 30, 1775. 
" Ordered, That James Otis and Eldad Taylor, Esqs., 
with such as the honourable House shall join, be a Com- 
mittee to appoint some day for holding a general Thanks- 

* Petition of William Davis, of Dartmouth, humbly sheweth: That 
the Town of Dartmouth, where your petitioner now dwells, as well as 
many of the neighbouring Towns, are much exposed to the ravages 
of the enemy, and almo3t destitute of that essential .article, powder ; 
and as there is a Company stationed at Dartmouth, by your hon- 
ourable Court, for the defence of the sea-coast, your petitioner appre- 
hends it will be very necessary for a supply of powder at hand upon all 
emergencies. Your petitioner humbly requests that the honourable 
Court would grant him a permit to send his sloop, called &e Reliance, 
now lying at Dartmouth, ready to put to sea, with |ier talList, to some 
of tlie French West-India Islands, with moneys, under such restrictions 
as your Honours shall see most expedient and benoficiaHolhe publick, 
in order that your petitioner may procure and briilg Hact a >argo of 
powder, which is much wanted in Dartmouth and. the. .neighbouring 
Towns, and most essentially necessary for the preservation of tljo 
country. Your petitioner prays your Honours' consideration ; and 
your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
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giving throughout this Colony, and to report the form of a 
Proclamation therefor, and the manner in which the same 
shall issue." 

Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Mills, and Mr. Ni- 
ehols, be joined. 

The Committee on the Memorial of the Rev. Isaac 
Backus, agent for the Baptists, reported. Read and ac- 
cepted, with amendment. 

Ordered, That Dr. Fletcher have liberty to bring in a 
Bill for the redress of such grievances as he apprehends 
the Baptists labour under. 

Eldad Taylor, Esq. brought down an Order, passed in 
Council, viz : 

"In Council, October 30, 1775. 

" Ordered, That Mr. Moses Gill, Esq., be of the Com- 
mittee appointed to confer with a Committee of the hon- 
ourable House, with regard to the method of appointing 
Military Officers and the regulation of the Militia ; and, 
also, to be of the Committee appointed to confer with a 
Committee of the honourable House, in regard to the man- 
ner in which the Attorney-General may and ought to be 
appointed." 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House two Letters 
from General Washington — one with respect to affording 
some necessaries of defence to Cape-Ann, another on the 
difficulty of obtaining Hay and Fire-Wood. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Ilawley and 
Major Bliss be of the Committee for considering what fur- 
ther measures are necessary to be taken to encourage the 
manufactory of Saltpetre, in the room of Mr. Hopkins and 
Mr. Wood. 

On the Memorial and Letter from Jeremiah Powell and 
Isaac Parsons, brought down the 28th instant, 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Col. Thompson, Mr. Cross, 
and Mr. Pitts, with such as the honourable Board shall 
appoint, be a Committee to consider said Memorial and 
Letter, and report. 

Afternoon. 

Jedediah Foster, Esq., brought down from the Board 
two Letters from General Washington — one on the subject 
of affording assistance to Cape-Ann, with the subsequent 
Order of Council, viz : 

" In Council, October 30, 1775. 

" Ordered, That Benjamin Chadbourn and John Whit- 
comb, Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall 
join, be a Committee to take the subject-matter of the 
within Letter under consideration, and report." 

Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Mr. Cross, Mr. Fessenden, and Colonel 
Sayer, be joined. 

The other Letter brought down was on the subject of 
the scarcity of Hay and Wood. Read, and Ordered, That 
Captain Thatcher, Mr. Stickney, and Mr. Ingalls, consi- 
der thereon immediately, and report. 

The Committee for collecting the several Resolves of 
the Congresses and General Court, respecting the providing 
for the Poor of the Town of Boston, reported. Read and 
recommitted. 

Ordered, That the Committee collect the sense of said 
Resolves, in order to be printed. 

Tuesday, October 31, 1775. 

The Committee for considering the best method of ob- 
taining Muster-Rolls of the Forces raised by this Colony, 
for their services to the first day of Atigust, reported as 
follows: 

That they conceive the most expeditious way to obtain 
the Muster- Rolls of the several Regiments raised by this 
Colony, will be to apply to his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, to request him to give out his orders to the several 
Colonies, that the several Captains in each Regiment 
make out a Muster-Roll of his Company, from the day 
each Soldier was enlisted, to the first day of August last, 
and that the Rolls be made up agreeable to the form here- 
with presented ; three hundred printed copies of which to 
be lodged with the Adjutant-General for that purpose. 
And that the Rolls, so made up and sworn to by the several 
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Captains, be lodged by the respective Colonels, as soon as 
may be, in the Secretary's office of this Colony, vouched 
by the original enlistment of each man. 

That such of the Soldiers as have received Arms from 
the Colony, or the Town to which he belongs, be paid 
only such sums as shall appear to be due to him to the 
first day of August last, after deducting the value of the 
Arms received by him, at the rates charged by the Com- 
mittee of Safety, or the Committee of Supplies, or the 
Town of whom he received the same, as also the amount 
of Clothing he has been supplied with; and that if, after 
the last day of December next, such Soldier shall deliver 
such of his Arms as he has received of the Commissary 
or Selectmen of any Town, in behalf of the Colony, to 
the Commissary-General of this Colony, at Watertou-n, 
such Soldier shall receive out of the publick Treasury the 
amount of the stoppage that shall be made for said Arms, 
deducting six Shillings for the use of the same, he pro- 
ducing a certificate that such Arms are so delivered; and 
also for such Arms as shall have been borrowed and re- 
ceived from any Selectmen of any Town, in consequence 
of any Resolves of the late Provincial Congress, upon a 
receipt of such Selectmen being produced, that the same 
have been returned ; the sum so stopped in the Roll shall 
be paid by the Receiver-General, the said deduction of 
six Shillings being first made, unless they shall produce a 
certificate that the owners have been satisfied for the use 

of the same Arms. TI r „ 7 

William story, per order. 

Read and accepted ; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry procure the three hundred of 
the forms for a Muster-Roll printed and delivered to the 
Adjutant-General. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story, Colonel Otis, and Mr. Pitts, 
wait on his Excellency, for the purpose mentioned in the 
foregoing Report. 

Michael Farley, Esq., brought down a Report on the 
Memorial from the Committee of Safety from North-Yar- 
mouth and New- Gloucester. 

Read and accepted, as taken into a new draught, and is 
as follows : 

That it is necessary some assistance should be granted 
to the Town of Falmouth at this distressing time. And in 
order thereto, they apprehend that some suitable person 
should be appointed by this Court to take the command of 
the whole of the men stationed on the sea-coasts in the 
County of Cumberland, and that he should order such in- 
trenchments or fortifications to be erected, for their defence 
and protection, as he shall think proper; and that he re- 
tain two Companies at Falmouth constantly ; and, in case 
of any emergency, that he cause the Militia thereabouts 
to be alarmed and mustered, and, when mustered, to be 
under his command and direction, and to be discharged 
as soon as the service will admit. 

That three barrels of Powder, lately arrived at the east- 
ward, in Captain Johnson, of Newburyport, and one hun- 
dred of the effective Arms brought by him, be transported 
to Falmouth, and delivered to such person as shall as afore- 
said be appointed, to be by him used in defending and pro- 
tecting the said Town, and in annoying the enemy; he to 
be accountable to this Court for the same. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down a Report on Gen. 
Washington's Letter, concerning the necessity of making 
some assistance to Gloucester. 

Read, and ordered to be recommitted. 

Upon a motion, Resolved, That the last paragraph in a 
Report respecting the Clothing of the Army, passed this 
House the 21st of this instant, be reconsidered, and that 
the Committee of Clothing be directed to give publick no- 
tice, that they will not be permitted to receive any Coats 
after the 1st of December, and are directed to pay no money 
in the room of Coats to the Soldiers, till the twentieth of 
December. 

In Council, November 3, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

An engrossed Bill for apportioning and assessing a Tax 
of Forty-Six Thousand Pounds upon the several Towns 
and other places in this Colony, for the defraying the pub- 
lick charges, and the support of civil Government. 

Read, and Resolved, That this Bill pass to be enacted. 
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Afternoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Thurston and 
Mr. Allen be of the Committee to receive Accounts from 
the Selectmen of the several Towns, of Provisions sent to 
the Army, by their respective Towns, immediately after 
the battle at Concord. 

A Petition of Nicholas Sewell and Isaias Preble, pray- 
ing liberty for a Schooner to go to the West-Indies, the 
owners giving bond that she shall bring back the whole or 
most of her proceeds in Powder, or other warlike stores, 
if they can be purchased. Read, and committed to Mr, 
Bragdon, Colonel Orne, and Mr. Rice. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne go with a 
message to the honourable Board, and inquire if they have 
passed on a Resolve of this House, determining a more 
expeditious metTiod of settling Accounts. 

CotaneJ^oster came down from the Council Board, and 
informed 4 th.e House that the Board had non-concurred the 
Resolve o^ settling Accounts. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Secretary lay said 
Resolve on the table. 

TheJBecretary accordingly laid the same on the table. 

The Committee for considering the most effectual mea- 
sures for .encouraging the manufacturing of Saltpetre re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That Doctor Whiting, a Member of the Com- 
mittee appointed by this Court to improve the art and 
business of manufacturing Saltpetre, be directed imme- 
diately to repair again to the Colony of Connecticut, to 
such person or persons as upon inquiry he shall suppose 
to be best skilled in the said ait ; and after gaining the best 
information to be obtained relative to this matter, that he 
repair, with Deacon Baker, another of said Committee, di- 
rectly to Newburyport, and that they, with Captain John 
Peck, the other of said Committee, use their utmost efforts, 
until the 15th day of December next, for obtaining a suc- 
cessful and sure method of manufacturing said commodity; 
and that, in addition to the sum voted by this Court as a 
reward to each of the said Committee for every day they 
should be employed in said service, there be allowed and 
paid out of the publick Treasury the sum of two Shillings 
per day, to each of them, who, from the date hereof, shall 
be employed in the manner and during the time aforesaid, 
together with twenty Shillings per week, while absent from 
their families, to defray their expenses ; and that, agreeable 
to a former Resolve of this Court, they cause to be pub- 
lished, in the plainest manner and as early as may be, all 
the useful discoveries they shall from time to time make 
in said business, in all the newspapers of this Colony. 

Also, Resolved, That the said Committee be, and they 
hereby are empowered, in addition to half a dollar per 
pound, whiph they were directed by this Court to give for 
all the Saltpetre which should be manufactured in this 
Colony, and delivered to them before the first of October, 
1776, to pay a bounty of four shillings per pound, for all 
that shall be manufactured as aforesaid, before the first of 
June next: provided that each manufacturer shall produce 
to them at least fifty pounds thereof, and a certificate from 
a majority of the Selectmen of the Town in which it shall 
have been made, that it was by him manufactured. 

In. Council, November 1, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Fessenden and Mr. 
Cooper be a Committee to wait on General Washington 
this evening, and desire him to defer giving orders in con- 
sequence of the message sent him this morning, till further 
application from the House. 

The acceptance of the Report of the Committee on a 
method for obtaining Muster-Rolls reconsidered; and 

Ordered^ That the Report be recommitted, and the 
Committee be directed lo present a form. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Report of the Com- 
mittee on a more expeditious method of settling Accounts 
be recommitted. 

Wednesday, November 1, 1775. 

The Committee on General Washington' s Letter, con- 
cerning the scarcity of Wood and Hay, reported. Read 
and not, accepted. 



Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Batchelder, Col- 
onel Orne, Major Brooks, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Crush- 
ing, be a Committee to wait on General Washington, and 
acquaint him with the true reasons of the scarcity of Wood 
and Hay, and inquire what quantity he wants of each. 

An engrossed Bill for encouraging the fitting out Armed 
Vessels. 

Read, and Resolved, That the Bill pass to be enacted. 

" In Council, November T, 1775. 

" An engrossed Bill entitled an Act for fixing out Armed 
\ essels to defend the Sea-Coast of America, and for erect- 
ing a Court of Justice, to try and condemn all Vessels that 
should be found infesting the same, having passer! the 
House of Representatives to be enacted; read a second 
time, and passed a concurrence to be enacted." 

A Memorial from the Selectmen of Neivburyport, setting 
forth that there are a number of the Poor of the Town of 
Boston in that Town, and that they may be supported 
cheaper elsewhere. 

Read, and committed to Mr. Nichols, Colonel Thurston, 
and Mr. Ingalls. 

Doctor Holten brought down from the Council Board a 
Report upon a Letter from General Washington, concern- 
ing affording assistance to Gloucester. 

" The Committee of both Houses appointed to take 
into consideration a Letter from his Excellency General 
Washington, respecting the fortifying Cape-Ann Harbour, 
have attended that service, and beg leave to report, as their 
opinion, that his Excellency the General be desired to 
direct Major Mason to proceed to the Towns of Concord, 
Worcester, Jjancaster, and Leicester, there to view the 
Cannon now in those Towns, and such and so many of 
them (being the property of this Colony) as he shall judge 
fit for use, and necessary for the defence of said harbour, 
the Town of Gloucester have leave to remove to that 
place. And that it be earnestly recommended tfl the Se- 
lectmen or Committees of the Towns aforesaid, in whose 
care any Cannon (not the property of this Colony) may 
be, and viewed as aforesaid, that they deliver them to the 
Town of Gloucester, on this important occasion, iFneeded. 
And that Major Mason, or the Selectmen of the Town of 
Gloucester, have liberty, on the credit of this Colony, to 
procure, from any Town or person who may have it to 
spare, two barrels of Powder, to be replaced as soon as the 
stale of the Colony will admit of it; and if not replaced, 
such Towns or persons to receive pay therefor, out of the 
Colony Treasury, at a rate not exceeding five Shillings 
per pound, and said Gloucester to be accountable therefor 
to this Court. That Captain Batchelder wait on General 
Washington for the purpose above mentioned, and that the 
Selectmen of Gloucester be immediately served with a copy 
of this Resolve/' 

Afternoon. 

The Committee appointed to make inquiry into any 
fraud that may be committed by any person belonging to the 
Forces raised by this Colony, beg leave to report: That 
they have summoned before them Jeremiah Hill, Jun., a 
Captain in the Regiment commanded by Colonel James 
Scammons; and said Hill declares that some time in the 
summer past, when the said Colonel Scammons received the 
month's advance pay ordered by this Colony for his Regi- 
ment, the said Colonel Scammons took the enlisting paper 
which the said Hill had enlisted his Company by, and 
made a mark thereon, and wrote by it "Daniel Scammons, 
his mark," and then took a month's advance wages, which 
he said was for his son of that name, who was about ten 
years of age, and then at home at Peppcrellborough, in 
the County of York: and that the said Daniel has never 
been in the camp. And the said Hill further informed the 
said Committee, that the said Colonel Scammons ordered 
him to make return of said Daniel as on furlough ; and that 
some time in August last, the said Colonel Scammons told 
the said Hill, that as the said Daniel had never been in the 
camp, he must not consider him any more as a soldier : 
and that the said Colonel Scammons has, during this cam- 
paign, had a son for his waiter or servant, about twelve or 
fourteen years old. W 7 hereupon, the Committee beg leave 
to report the following Resolve: 
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Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing Report be laid 
before his Excellency General Washington. 

In Council, November 2, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The House being informed that Mr. Jedediah Phipps, of 
Sherburne, had made important improvements in the ma- 
nufacture of Saltpetre, and was at the door, 

Ordered, That he be admitted on the Boor. 

He came in accordingly; and having judiciously answer- 
ed such questions as were put to him, and declared his 
entire readiness to communicate every discovery he had 
made, 

Ordered, That the Committee who were directed to 
consider the most effectual method for encouraging the 
manufacturing of Saltpetre, and reported on the 31st ult., 
be directed to sit again on that business, and report if any 
further order is necessary to be taken thereon. 

Ordered, That Colonel Orne be of the Committee for 
the purpose above mentioned, in the room of Mr. Phillips. 

On the Petition of Samuel Stanwood the Committee re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

On the Representation made by Sam'l Stanwood, Chair- 
man of the Committee of Safety and Correspondence for 
the Towns of Brunswick, Bowdoinham, and Topsham,* 

Resolved, That the said Committees are hereby justified 
in their inquiries, and are directed to suffer the nine Ves- 
sels, in their Memorial mentioned, to return to Nantucket, 
with such necessaries as they can procure ; provided, that 
each Master of those Vessels bind himself in a sum equal 
to the value of his respective Vessel and Cargo, payable 
to the Treasurer of this Colony, for the use of this Colony, 
conditioned, that he will sail directly for the Island of Nan- 
tucket, and there land the Cargo, in such Vessel contained, 
for the use of the inhabitants of said Island, and that the 
same shall not be disposed of to any other purpose ; and 
the said Committee are hereby directed to take such Bonds, 
at the charge of such Masters of the said Vessels, previous 
to their permitting them to go out, and the same to trans- 
mit to the Treasurer of this Colony, as soon as may be. 

In Council, November 2, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Whereas Mr. Jedediah Phipps, of Sherburne, has pro- 
duced to this Court several pounds of genuine Saltpetre, 
of his own manufacturing, and given full evidence of his 
knowledge in discovering earth impregnated therewith, as 
well as his abilities to manufacture said commodity; and 
also has consented to enter the employment of this Go- 
vernment, for improving the art and business aforesaid, and 
engaged to communicate his useful discoveries therein ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Mr. Jedediah Phipps be taken 
into the service of this Colony as aforesaid, until fhe 15th 
of December next, and he is hereby directed to repair to 
Newburyport, as soon as may be, and use his utmost efforts, 
with Doctor Whiting, Deacon Baker, and Captain John 
Peck, a Committee of this Court for the purpose afore- 
said, or either of them, to make further improvements in 
the art of manufacturing said commodity; and for every 
day which he shall be absent from home, and employed 
agreeable to the direction of this Resolve, he shall be 
allowed and paid out of the publick Treasury the sum of 
six. Shillings per day, for his service, and twenty Shillings 

* Representation of the Committee of Safety and Correspondence 
for the Towns of Brunswick, Bowdoinham, and Topsham : Beg leave 
to inform this honourable Court, that being informed that nine sail of 
vessels had arrived aXKennebeck, and had dispersed themselves through 
the various branches of said river, and were collecting fire- wood, but- 
ter, and other articles, we, therefore, thinking it our duty to wait on 
them, and inquire into the legality of their proceeding, have found 
that they had in no wise, followed the direction of the Congresses or 
General Assembly, but were come here with only clearance from that 
part of the port of Boston called Nantucket, without consent of any 
Committee whatever, by them signified, and in direct opposition to a 
resolve of Congress of the 9th of June last. 

We, therefore, being twelve in number, of the Committee of the 
several Towns above mentioned, having personally and particularly 
examined into this matter, and find, by the master's own confession, 
that they brought with them no license from any Committee whatever, 
and that all their pretensions for carrying out of this place any of the 
abovo articles was a permit from one Samuel Goodwin and Samuel 
Emerson, two of the Committee of Safety from the Town of Pownal- 
borough, to some of said vessels to sail out of said river, which we 
thought not legal. We, therefore, taking the whole into our serious 
consideration, have ordered said vessels to be stopped, and hauled up, 
until the mind of this honourable Court is known ; which determina- 
tion of ours has been put into execution, and waits your Honours' 
approbation. 



per week, to defray his expenses, as already provided for 
said Committee. 

In Council, November 2, 1775: Read and concurred. 
The Committee directed to collect the sense of the 
several Resolves of former Congresses and this Court, 
respecting the Poor of Boston, reported. 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Rawson, Major Brooks, 
and Major Jewett, compare said Report with the original 
Resolves. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board the Report on the Memorial respecting Falmouth. 

An Account of Israel Dickinson, for services at the re- 
duction of Ticonderoga, read, and committed to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Davis be of the 
Committee on the state of the Schooner and Cargo be- 
longing to George Erving and Captain Wormwett, in the 
room of Mr. Jewett. 

The Committee to consider the state of the Muster- 
Rolls, and report the best method to have them completed, 
reported, that on the back of the Rolls there be printed 
the following Resolve, viz : 

Resolved, That any Officer or Soldier that shall be 
guilty of any frauds or falsehood in the return of any arti- 
cle or sum which he shall have received of this Colony, 
to be made in the within Muster-Roll, and be convicted 
thereof, such Officer or Soldier shall forfeit his wages, and 
be accordingly cashiered. 
Read and accepted. 

The Committee for waiting on General Washington, 
with a message in answer to his Letter on the articles of 
Wood and Hay, reported that they had delivered the 
message ; and that the General informed them that he 
should want twelve thousand cords; and that he would 
order an estimate to be made of the Hay that would be 
wanted, and acquaint the Court thereof. Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Committee abovementioned, together 
with Mr. Dix and Mr. Ellis, take into consideration the 
request of General Washington, concerning the articles of 
Wood and Hay, and report the most effectual method of 
procuring them. 

The Committee for considering the method of obtain- 
ing Vouchers to support the Accounts to be transmitted to 
the Continental Congress reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas many Vouchers are lodged in the hands of the 
Treasurer of this Colony, and in the Secretary's office, 
that may be necessary to be produced to prove the seve- 
ral articles of charge to be transmitted to the Continental 
Congress by this Colony, which the Treasurer and Secre- 
tary may not think they can with propriety deliver out 
of their possession without the express directions of this 
Court ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Treasurer and the Secretary be, and 
they are hereby severally directed to deliver unto the Com- 
mittee appointed by this Court to prepare the accounts of 
charges and expenses incurred by this Colony in the de- 
fence of American liberty, to be transmitted to the hon- 
ourable the Continental Congress, they, the said Commit- 
tee, making out an account of the amount of the sums, 
supported by the several vouchers, and their date, and the 
names of the persons to whom any sums, as aforesaid, 
have been paid, and giving a receipt for the vouchers 
they shall receive; which receipt of said Committee shall 
be held good and effectual to discharge the Treasurer and 
the Secretary, in as full and ample manner and sort as 
though the vouchers had not been delivered as aforesaid. 

In Council, November 3, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Thursday, November 2, 1 775. 
A Petition of Benjamin Ames and Nathaniel Gage, in 
behalf of the Commission Officers in Colonel James Frye's 
Regiment, praying compensation for the losses they sustain- 
ed in the battle at Bunker's Hill, read, and committed to 
Mr. Hubbard, Capt. Stearns, and Mr. Stickney. 

The Report of the Committee on the Memorial concern- 
ing Falmouth, brought down yesterday, read, and non-con- 
curred in the amendment proposed by the honourable 
Board. 
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Ordered, That Mr. Pitts, Mr. Story, and Mr. Ban- 
croft, be a Committee to consider a motion made by Mr. 
Speaker, that some suitable person, as an Engineer, be di- 
rected to repair to Plymouth, to afford assistance in making 
necessary works of defence there; and that they have an 
order to receive a Carriage for a Field-Piece that was made 
for them by order of the Committee of Supplies. 

The Committee on the method for encouraging the 
manufacturing of Fire-Arms reported. Read, and after 
debate thereon, recommitted for amendment. 

The Committee on the Resolves concerning the Poor 
of Boston, reported. Read, amended, and accepted, as 
follows, viz : 

Whereas, by two resolves of Congress passed the 1st of 
May and the 1st of July last, the provision made for the 
reception and support of the poor of the Towns of Bos- 
ton and Charlestown, who are driven from those Towns 
by the cruel hand of tyranny and oppression, is confined 
to a certain number of Towns in this Colony, as appears 
by a schedule annexed to said resolves; and whereas num- 
bers of said poor, having relations and connexions in other 
Towns, or in prospect of some employ, are removed or 
are about removing themselves to other Towns than those 
mentioned in said schedules : 

Therefore, Resolved, That such suffering poor shall be 
allowed to remove into any Town in this Colony, they 
producing a certificate from any of the Selectmen, Town 
Clerk, or the Overseers of the Poor of Boston or Charles- 
ton™,, that they are of the poor of the Town to which said 
Selectmen, Sec, does or did in March last belong ; and it 
is hereby recommended to the Selectmen of all such 
Towns, where said poor are or may be removed, to pro- 
vide for and employ them in the best and most prudent 
manner till the further order of this Court ; and to all the 
inhabitants of this Colony, that they may be treated with 
that humanity and tenderness which their merits and suf- 
ferings in the common cause of their Country have entitled 
them to. And every Town in the Colony that shall re- 
ceive and provide necessary provisions, fuel or clothing, 
for the support of such suffering poor, shall be allowed and 
paid therefor; and said sufferers shall not in future be 
considered as the poor of that Town to which they re- 
move. 

And whereas, from the present confusion, some of the 
poor of Boston and Charlestown, have removed, or may 
remove out of said Towns without a proper certificate, 
and the Towns to which such persons have removed, or 
may remove, may refuse to receive and provide for them 
for want of the same : It is, notwithstanding, recommended 
to the Selectmen of such Towns, that if, upon careful in- 
quiry, they shall judge any such person or persons to be 
of the poor of either of said Towns, that such provision be 
made as is necessary to prevent their sufferings, until such 
certificate can be procured, and such Towns shall be re- 
imbursed as is before provided. 

And whereas some Towns in the Colony may have a 
larger number of the poor of the Towns of Boston and 
Charlestown than has been heretofore assigned them, and 
more than they are willing to retain, the Selectmen of 
those Towns may cause such poor to be removed to some 
Town that shall not have the proportion that has been 
assigned them, or to any other Town said poor may 
choose, that shall not object to their being sent to them ; 
and the Selectmen or Oyerseers of the Poor of such 
Towns are requested to receive and make provision for 
them, as is before directed ; all reasonable charges attend- 
ing such removal to be paid by this Colony. 

And it is further Resolved, That the Selectmen of the 
several Towns within this Colony, and such Committees 
as have been appointed by Congress or this Court, who 
have transported or received and supported any of the 
poor of the Towns of Boston or Charlestown, according 
to the resolves of the late Congress of this Colony or of 
this Court, relative to such poor, be, and hereby are direct- 
ed to exhibit to this Court fair accounts of the expense of 
transporting or receiving and supporting any such poor from 
the time such expense began, to the 1st day of October 
last, expressing the name and age of each person so re- 
ceived and supported^ also, that the Selectmen of the 
several Towns, who shall still support any of the poor of 



the Towns aforesaid, be directed, from and after the 1st day 
of October last, to make up their accounts to the end of 
every three months, and exhibit them to this Court ; and 
that William Cooper, Esq., cause these resolves to be forth- 
with printed in handbills, and transmitted to the Select- 
men of each Town in this Colony, that the several Towns 
in this Colony, and the poor sufferers of the Towns of 
Boston and Charlestown, may have a clear and precise 
knowledge of what this Court lias in their justice and corn- 
passion done for the relief and support of those sufferers. 

In Council, November 3, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 
Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Secretary be direct- 
ed to lay on the table the Report of the Committee on the 
Memorial concerning Falmouth. 

Upon a motion, Resolved, That a Resolution of this 
House, of the 6th ultimo, directing Joseph Grecnleaf, Esq., 
to make experiments with earth at Brookficld, be reconsi- 
dered : and 

Resolved, That Joseph Grecnleaf, Esq., with other 
persons,- not exceeding two, as he may choose, be, and 
hereby are appointed, to repair to Broolcfield, or other 
places, to make experiments with the earth there, said to 
be proper for producing Sulphur. 

A Petition of Azor Orne and Elbridge Gerry, setting 
forth the exposed situation of the Town of Marblehcad, 
and the indigence of many of its inhabitants, and praying 
payment of the wages and billeting Money due to the Sol- 
diers posted in said Town, as well as other relief. Read, 
and committed to Mr. Johnson, Mr. Rice, Mr. Hall, Mr. 
Lovell, and Colonel Mackintosh. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency 
of providing an Engineer for the Town of Plymouth re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That some suitable person for an Engineer, 
he, be appointed, to repair immediately to Plymouth, 
there to make such works as are necessary for the defence 
of that Town, &c, against the ravages of the enemy; and 
that a carriage for a Field-Piece, which was some time 
past made by them, by order of the Committee of Sup- 
plies, and now in Waierlown, be appropriated for the use 
of said Town, and delivered to the Hon. James Warren, 
Esq., and also that they be supplied with Cannon Ball for 
the purpose above mentioned, to the amount of one ton of 
Cannon and Swivel Shot; and that the Selectmen of said 
Town be, and hereby are empowered to procure and fur- 
nish the said quantity of Shot, and exhibit their account to 
this Court for payment ; and that the Speaker, Colonel 
Sayer, and Captain Partridge, be a Committee to wait on 
his Excellency General Washington, and desire him to 
appoint some suitable person as an Engineer, to repair to 
Plymouth for the purposes above mentioned. 

In Council, November 3, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

■ Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down a Letter from 
Daniel Hobart, of Abington. 

The Committee for proposing the most effectual method 
for encouraging the manufacturing of Fire-Arms report- 
ed again. Read and accepted, as follows: 

Whereas it is of the utmost importance to the welfare 
and happiness of these Colonies, that the manufacturing of 
Fire-Arms and provision of Military Stores by effectually 
promoted and encouraged, agreeable to the recommenda- 
tion of the honourable Continental Congress: 

Therefore, Resolved, That for every effective and sub- 
stantial Fire-Arm which shall be manufactured in this 
Colony, with a barrel of three feet and nine inches in 
length, that will carry an ounce ball, a good bayonet with 
a blade not less than eighteen inches in length, a steel ram- 
rod with a spring to retain the same, two loops for gun 
strings, and the maker's name stamped or engraved on the 
lock, and which shall be delivered at Watertown, to Rich- 
ard Devens, Esq., Commissary, on or before the 1st day 
of Jwne next, and resemble in construction, and, as nearly 
as may be, equal in goodness with the King's new arms, 
there shall be allowed and paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury, to the owner thereof, the sum of three Pounds. 

And for the accommodation and convenience of such 
manufacturers, 
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It is also Resolved, That Colonel John Baker, of Ips- 
unch, in the County of Essex ; Captain lchabod Goodwin, 
of Berwick, in the County of York; Captain Oliver Witt, 
of Paxtort, in the. County of Worcester; Captain Elijah 
Hunt, of Northampton ; Mr. Aaron Ashley, of Spring- 
field, in the County of Hampshire ; Captain David Bush, 
of Pittsjield, in the County of Berkshire ; Doctor David 
Cobb, of Taunton, in the County of Bristol; Mr. Michael 
Blackwell, in the County of Barnstahle; and Captain 
James Hatch, of Pembroke, in the County of Plymouth ; 
be, and they hereby are respectively empowered to receive 
for the Colony, at the price and during the time aforesaid, 
all Fire-A.rms which shall be offered them for sale, and 
manufactured as aforesaid ; and ihey are directed to deli- 
ver the same once a month to the Commissary, and, taking 
bis receipt therefor, to apply to the Council for a sufficient 
sum wherewith to pay for such Fire-Arms, the charges of 
transportation, &c. Provided, always, That the owner of 
each Fire-Ann which shall be received for the Colony, 
shall prove the same at his own risk, by four inches and a 
half of powder, a ball and wads on each, in presence of one 
of the Committee aforesaid, or, in failure thereof, before 
tin Commissary. 

And it is hereby recommended to the Committee of 
Correspondence and Selectmen of each Town in this Co- 
lony, to apply to the manufacturers of Fire-Arms in their 
respective Towns, and afford them all necessary encour- 
agement, and to post this Resolve, that the inhabitants of 
each Town may promote this salutary measure. 

[Thus far is proposed to be published.] 

Resolved, That the honourable Council, or a major part 
of them, be, and they hereby are empowered to allow and 
pay out of the publick Treasury, for Fire-Arms which 
shall be delivered to the Commissary as aforesaid, such 
sums as by his receipts shall appear due to the Committee 
aforesaid, or venders thereof, together with the charges of 
purchasing and transportation, and also at any time to order 
such sums to be delivered to the Commissary, for payment 
of Fire-Arms which he may receive in their recess or 
adjournment, as they shall judge necessary, the Commis- 
sary to be accountable to this Court for the same. 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea- 
sury to Richard Devens, Esq., the sum of one hundred 
Pounds, to be forthwith invested by an Armourer, or some 
other judicious person, to be by him appointed in Steel, 
Files, and other tools, necessary to carry on the manufac- 
tory aforesaid; and he is hereby directed to supply with 
said articles the manufacturers in this Colony who shall 
need them, and pay him therefor, at such advanced prices 
as shall be sufficient to pay the charges of purchasing and 
transportation, and to account with this Court for the same. 
And he is further directed to hire or provide, at Concord, 
a suitable building for an Arsenal, and a guard therefor, 
when furnished with Colony Arms, and to cause said 
Arms to be marked on the barrel, near the lock, with the 
letters M. B., and also to be numbered, and to employ an 
Armourer when necessary, for this and other purposes ; and 
the Commissary is also directed to procure good Sheaths 
for the Bayonets. 

hi Council, November 4, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee for considering the conduct of Benja- 
min Church, Esq., fee, reported. 

Whereas, from certain facts expressly acknowledged and 
confessed by Benjamin Church, Jun., Esq., a member of 
the said House, at their bar, on Friday, the 27th day of Oc- 
tober last, it manifestly appears that he, the said Benjamin 
Church, in the month of July last, did endeavour to carry 
on a secret correspondence with the enemy in Boston, 
highly criminal and dangerous : 

And whereas it also appears, from the said facts so con- 
fessed, that there are grounds for a violent presumption, 
that before that time he had secretly communicated intel- 
ligence to the said enemy, most injurious and destructive 
to^ this and all the United American Colonies ; and as it is 
of the highest importance to this Colony that this House 
should not in any degree connive at such wicked and de- 
testable practices, nor afford any protection to such traitor- 
ous criminals ; but, on tbe other hand, in every proper way 
testify to tbe world their utmost abhorrence of such deceit- 
ful conduct, horrible ingratitude, and breach of trust : 



It is therefore Resolved, That he, the said Benjamin 
Church, be expelled this House, and he is accordingly 
hereby utterly expelled the same, and his seat therein de- 
clared vacant ; and that this House will not afford to him, 
the said Benjamin, any of that special privilege and pro- 
tection which every worthy and honest member of this 
body is, by the law and Constitution, entitled to, may chal- 
lenge, and which this House will always grant. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That a Precept issue to the 
late inhabitants of the Town of Boston, to return a Mem- 
ber, if they see cause, to represent them in the Great arid 
General Court, in the room of Benjamin Church, Jun., 
Esq., and that Mr. Pitts report a form for the same. 

The Committee on the state of the Schooner and Cargo 
belonging to George Erving and Capt. Wormwell reported. 
Read and accepted. 

Whereas the Committee of Correspondence of the Town 
of Plymouth did, some time past, take into their possession 
three fourth parts of the Cargo of said Schooner, consisting 
of Rum, Sugar, and Molasses, belonging to George Erving, 
inhabitant of Boston, and have detained the said Schooner, 
three-fourths of which belong to said Erving, waiting the 
orders of this Court: therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Committee of Correspondence 
be, and they hereby are ordered to sell and dispose of that 
part of the Cargo aforesaid to the Commissary-General of 
the Continental Army, he paying the price usually given 
for such articles ; which money shall be paid to the Trea- 
surer and Receiver-General of this Colony, to be appro- 
priated in such manner as this Court shall hereafter di- 
rect. 

And be it further Resolved, That the said Committee 
be directed to have the said Schooner appraised by three 
men, under oath, and that they make return of said appraise- 
ment to this Court, as soon as may be; and that the said 
Schooner be delivered to his Excellency General Wash- 
ington's order, for him to improve her as an armed vessel, 
for defence of the Country, he giving his receipt therefor; 
a duplicate of which receipt said Committee are directed to 
lodge in the Treasurer's office aforesaid, as soon as may 
be. 

In Council, November 3, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Friday, November 3, 1775. 

The Committee on the Memorial of the Selectmen of 
Newburyporl* reported. Read and accepted ; and 

Resolved, That the Poor of the Town of Boston, that 
are now in the Town of Neivburyport, be destined in the 
manner following, viz : 

To the Town of Groton : Captain Philip Bass, wife, 
and three children; Widow Bounds and two children; and 
Peter Meers and wife. 

Andover: Christopher Brazer and wife, and five chil- 
dren ; Christopher Brazer, Jun., and wife, and one child ; 
James Hinkes and wife, and two children ; Lewis Foiling! 
and wife. 

Leominster : Joannah Trevoy and three children ; Am- 
broise Colby and wife, and three children ; Mrs. Patterson 
and two children ; Mary Calef and daughter-in-law, and 
two children. 

Lnncnburgh : Walter Piper and wife, and five children ; 
Walter Piper, Jun., wife, and mother, and seven children ; 
Jos. Grant, wife, and mother, and four children. 

* Memorial of the Town of Neivburyport showeth : That in conse- 
quence of a resolve of the late Congress of this Colony, a number of 
the poor inhabitants of the Town of Boston have taken residence in 
this Town, viz : thirty.five adults and forty.three children, the greater 
part of whom have been here for the last three months ; and that the 
supplies they have called for, and have been furnished with, amount 
nearly to sixty Pounds, lawful money, though all frugality, consistent 
with their necessities, has been used ; now, as little or no provisions are 
raised in this Town but brought from the country, and as wood, a ne- 
cessary article the approaching season, must be scarce and dear, from 
our communication witli the eastern country being so impeded, and in 
the winter season provisions of all kinds will be dearer, and the ex. 
pense of maintenance will bo nearly double, your memorialists appre- 
hend that the beforementioned people may bo as well accommodated, 
and at less expense, in some of the farming Towns back of the sea- 
coast, and pray your Honours to take orders thereupon ; at the same 
time expressing no dissatisfaction at further supplying said people, if 
your Honours shall judge it expedient; and they further beg leave of 
your Honours to give order that what they are already in advance 
should be refunded, upon authenticated accounts being exhibited, a? 
their Town aforesaid hns been at heavy charges in preparation for 
defence from the enemy, &c, the precoding season. 



1499 



MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1 



Littleton: Widow Elizabeth Bescom ; Widow Johnson; 
Widow Mary York. 

And the Selectmen of the Towns of Groton, Andover, 
Leominster, Lunenburgh, and Littleton, are directed to 
apply to the Selectmen of Newburyport, for their propor- 
tion of sajd.Poor ; and by receiving a certificate that they 
are of the Poor of Boston, and their names, age, and the 
time when they came out of Boston; and they are to 
transport them to their several Towns, according to their 
destination ; and to be paid, out of the publick Treasury, 
for their cost in procuring and transporting said Poor of 
Boston to their respective Towns. And the Secretary is 
hereby directed to furnish each of the Towns of Groton, 
Andover, Leominster, Lunenburgh, and Littleton, with an 
attested copy of this Resolve, as soon as may be. 

In Council, November 3, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board the Resolve for completing the Muster-Roils. 

Colonel Prescott brought down from the Council Board 
the Resolve relative to the disposition of the Poor of Boston. 

A Message from the major part of the honourable Coun- 
cil, by the Secretary : 

" Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

"The Council view with the deepest concern the un- 
happy dissension between them and the honourable House 
of Representatives, relative to the right of appointing the 
military officers in this Colony, and the growing ill conse- 
quences which necessarily result from such disunion. 

" The Council have no desire unduly to extend and 
exercise the powers vested in them, and are far from hav- 
ing a disposition to altercate with the honourable House ; 
they wish a coalition of sentiment with them in every point. 
No motive short of what appears to them to be their in- 
dispensable duty would be sufficient to induce them to 
claim an exclusive right of appointing such officers. Could 
they give it up consistent with the obligations they feel 
themselves under to adhere strictly to the Charter, as re- 
commended by the honourable the American Congress, 
they would do it with pleasure. 

" In order, therefore, to put an end to this dispute, and 
have it ascertained with whom is the right of appointing 
such officers, the Council propose and offer it for the con- 
sideration of the honourable House, that they immediately 
make a joint application to the honourable the American 
Congress, by whose advice and countenance this Colony 
have set up and now exercise the powers of Government, 
and to whose counsels it is necessary we should conform, 
for their determination thereon. 

" Council Chamber, November 3, 1775." 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Major Ilawley, 
Mr. Gerry, Colonel Grout, and Colonel Orne, with such 
as the honourable Board shall join, be a Committee to con- 
sider and report a method of appointing Officers in the 
Militia, that shall be agreeable to a Resolve of the Conti- 
nental Congress, and best calculated to promote the inte- 
rests of the Colony. 

In, Council, November 4, 1775 : Read, and unanimously 
non-concurred. 

Afternoon. 
The Committee upon the application of General Wash- 
ington, for Wood and Hay, reported. Read, and not ac- 
cepted. 

Upon a motion, Resolved, That Mr. Devens, Captain 
Thatcher, Captain Ellis, Mr. Cheever, Colonel Thayer, 
Colonel Barret, and Major Brooks, be a Committee, who 
are directed immediately to afford their utmost aid and assist- 
ance to the Quartermaster-General, that the Continental 
Army may be provided with a full supply of the articles of 
Hay and Wood, till the further order of this Court; and for 
the purpose of more effectually procuring the latter, that 
they enter the Woodlands of such of our enemies as have 
fled into Boston, and, after having appraised the Wood there- 
on standing, or so much of it as they shall think necessary 
to take, that they apply to General Washington for axe- 
men, or otherwise cause the same to be cut and transported 
to the Camp. And the said Committee are also empower- 
ed, if necessary, to purchase Wood, cut or standing, of any 
person or persons; and that the said Committee receive, 
Out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, such sums as 



they shall think necessary, not exceeding two thousand 
Pounds, in order to enable them to proceed in accom- 
plishing said business, for which sums they shall be account- 
able to this Court, and at the expiration of one month lay 
a fair account of the expenditure of such sums as they 
shall receive out of the Treasury, before this Court; and 
the said Committee are further directed to acquaint the 
General with the order this Court have taken, as above. 
In Council, November 4, 1775: Read and concurred. 



Saturday, November 4, 1775. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Colonel 
Porter, and Major Davis, be a Committee to consider of 
a method for supplying the Truckmaster of Penobscot whh 
Powder. 

Ordered, That Mr. Bancroft be of the Committee of 
Safety, in the room of Mr. Wood. 

The Report on a Letter from General Washington, con- 
cerning Gloucester, brought down November the 1st. 

Read and accepted, as taken into a new draught, as 
follows, viz : 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Generalbe desired 
to direct Major Mason to proceed to the Towns of Con- 
cord, Worcester, Lancaster, and Leicester, there to view 
the Cannon now in those Towns, and such and so many of 
them, being the property of this Colony, as he shall judge 
fit for use, and necessary for the defence of said harbour, 
the Town of Gloucester have leave to remove to that 
place ; and that it be earnestly recommended to the Select- 
men or Committee of the Towns aforesaid, in whose care 
any Cannon, not the property of this Colony, may be, 
and viewed as aforesaid, that they deliver them to the 
Town of Gloucester, on this important occasion, if needed. 
And that Major Mason, or the Selectmen of the Town of 
Gloucester, have liberty, on the credit of this Colony, to 
procure, from any Town or person who may have it to 
spare, two barrels of Powder, to be replaced a.s soon as 
the state of this Colony will admit of it, and if not replaced, 
such Town or person to receive pay therefor out of the 
Colony Treasury, at a rate not exceeding five Shillings per 
pound ; and said Gloucester to be accountable theretor to 
this Court. That Mr. Batchelder wait on General Wash- 
ington for the purpose above mentioned; and that the 
Selectmen of Gloucester be served with a copy of this 
Resolve. 

Ordered, That ten o'clock, Monday morning, be assigned 
for the consideration of a Report concerning the payment 
of the Militia and Minute-Men who marched on and about 
the 19th at April. 

Mr. Gerry, from the Committee for proposing a method 
for supplying the Truckmaster at Penobscot with Powder, 
reported. Read and accepted, with additions, viz: 

Whereas this Court are informed that the Hon. General 
Sullivan, upon information of the arrival of Captain Wil- 
liam Johnson, of ihe Schooner Britannia, has sent an ex- 
press to the said Johnson, with directions to send to him, 
at Portsmouth, part or the whole of the Powder which 
should be imported in said Vessel for the defence of said 
place, under its present apprehensions and distresses, from 
a supposition that the said Vessel was fitted out by this 
Colony, at the expense of the Continent : And whereas 
this Government hath not fitted out said Vessel at the ex- 
pense of the Continent, and have not charged any disburse- 
ments for such purpose; and having draughted from the 
Towns of this Colony considerable quantities of Powder, 
for the Continental Army, are not in a situation to spare 
Ammunition, under its present circumstances, to their sis- 
ter Colony, or its capital as aforesaid ; and also are in want 
of said article for the immediate defence of our sea-port 
Towns, as well as to answer the demands of the Penobscot 
Taskmaster's supplying the Indians of said place ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, .That Doctor Russell, of North- Yarmouth, be, 
and hereby is empowered forthwith to repair to the Hon'. 
General Sullivan aforesaid, for such part of the said Pow- 
der as he shall have received, and convey four half-barrels 
thereof to Jedediah Preble, Esq., Truckmaster of Penob- 
scot, and take the residue thereof, and one hundred of the • 
Arms brought in the same Vessel, under his own charge. 
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for the defence of Falmouth,, to be deposited as he shall 
judge best till the further order of this Court ; and the 
residue thereof, if the said Powder and Arms have not 
arrived at Portsmouth, that then the said Doctor Russell 
proceed to Boothbay, and apply to Mr. Nathaniel Craft, 
who was sent for said Powder by the Committee of Sup- 
plies of this Colony, or to Captain Johnson aforesaid, if he 
hath not yet delivered the same, and receive and cause to 
be distributed the said Powder and Arms, as before pro- 
vided in this Resolve; and the said Nathaniel Craft, or 
ftilliain Johnson, is directed to deliver the same accord- 
ingly. 

The Committee on the Petition of Elbridge Gerry and 
Azor Orne reported: That it is expedient that the Sol- 
diers stationed in the Town of Marblehtad, in the pay of 
this Colony, on the present exigency, be paid their Billet- 
ing Money up lo the first day of November instant, and one 
month's wages. 

Read and accepted; and thereupon 

Ordered, That a Resolve be brought in accordingly. 

Afternoon. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a Proclamation for a general Thanksgiving. Read 
and concurred. 

" In Council, November 4, 1775. 

" Although, in consequence of the unnatural, cruel, and 
barbarous measures adopted and pursued by the British 
Administration, great and distressing calamities are brought 
upon our oppressed Country, and on this Colony in par- 
ticular; we feel the dreadful effects of civil war, by which 
America is stained with the blood of her valiant sons, who 
have bravely fallen in the laudable defence of our rights 
and privileges : Our capital, once the seat of justice, opu- 
lence, and virtue, is unjustly wrested from its proper owners, 
who are obliged to flee from the iron hand of tyranny, or 
are held in the unrelenting arms of oppression ; our sea- 
ports greatly distressed, and Towns burnt by the foes, who 
have acted the parts of barbarous incendiaries: And al- 
though the wise and holy Governour of the world has, in 
his righteous providence, sent drought into this Colony, 
and wasting sickness into many of our Towns, yet we have 
the greatest reason to adore and praise the supreme Dis- 
poser of Events, who deals infinitely better with us than we 
deserve, and, amidst all his judgments, hath remembered 
mercy, by causing the voice of health again to be heard 
amongst us ; instead of famine, affording to an ungrateful 
people a competency of the necessaries and comforts of 
life ; in remarkably preserving and protecting our troops, 
when in apparent danger, while our enemies, with all their 
boasted skill and strength, have met with loss, disappoint- 
ment, and defeat ; and, in the course of his good provi- 
dence, the Father of Mercies hath bestowed upon us 
many other favours, which call for our grateful acknow- 
ledgments: Therefore, 

" We have thought fit, with the advice of Council and 
the House of Representatives, to appoint Thursday, the 
twenty-third day of November instant, lo be observed as a 
day of publick Thanksgiving throughout this Colony ; here- 
by calling upon Ministers and People to meet for reli- 
gious worship on said day, and devoutly to offer up their 
unfeigned praises to Almighty God, the source and benevo- 
lent bestower of all good, for his affording the necessary 
means of subsistence, though our commerce has been pre- 
vented, and the supplies from the fishery denied us : That 
such a measure of health is enjoyed among us ; that the 
lives of our officers and soldiers have been so remarkably 
preserved, while our enemies have fell before them: That 
the vigorous efforts which have been used to excite the 
savage vengeance of the wilderness, and rouse the Indians 
to arms, that unavoidable destruction might come upon 
our frontiers, have been almost miraculously defeated : 
That our unnatural enemies, instead of ravaging the Coun- 
try with uncontrolled sway, are confined within such narrow 
limits, to their own mortification and distress, environed by 
an American Army, brave and determined : That such a 
band of union, founded upon the best principles, unites the 
American Colonies : That our rights and privileges, both 
civil and religious, are so far preserved to us, notwithstand- 
ing all the attempts of our barbarous enemies to deprive us 
of them. And to offer up fervent and humble prayers to 



Almighty God, for the whole British Empire, especially 
for the United American Colonies : That he would bless 
our civil rulers, and lead them into wise and prudent mea- 
sures in this dark and difficult day: That he would endow 
our General Court with all that wisdom which is profitable 
to direct : That he would graciously smile upon our en- 
deavours to restore peace, preserve our rights and privi- 
leges, and hand them down to posterity: That he would 
give wisdom to the American Congress, equal to their im- 
portant station : That he would direct the Generals and 
the American Armies, wherever employed, and give them 
success and victory: That he would preserve and strengthen 
the harmony of the United Colonies: That he would gra- 
ciously pour out his spirit upon all orders of men through 
the land ; bring us to a hearty repentance and reformation ; 
purify and sanctify all his churches: That he would make 
ours Emanuel's land : That he would spread the know- 
ledge of the Redeemer through the whole earth, and fill 
the world with his glory. 

•' And all servile labour is forbidden on said day. 
" God save the People." 

" Read and accepted ; and thereupon, 

" Ordered, That the foregoing Proclamation be signed 
by the major part of the Council, and that a printed copy 
thereof be transmitted to each Religious Society through 
this Colony." 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Hawley go with a 
message to the honourable Board, and desire that they 
would not adjourn for the present, as the House had a mat- 
ter of importance to lay before them. Who reported that 
he had delivered the message. 

Upon a motion, Resolved, That this House will now 
come to the choice of some suitable person to take the 
command of the Soldiers stationed in the County of Cum- 
berland, and to be intrusted with other powers for the 
safety of the said County. 

Major Moody, Mr. Mills, and Mr. Story, were appointed 
to sort and count the votes; who, having attended the ser- 
vice, reported that General Joseph Frye was chosen. 

Whereupon, the House passed the following Resolve : 

Whereas it appears indispensably necessary that imme- 
diate assistance should be granted to the County of Cum- 
berland, and particularly to the Town of Falmouth, in said 
County, at this time of distress : therefore, 

Resolved, That General Joseph Frye be, and he hereby 
is appointed to take the command of the whole of the men 
stationed in the said County of Cumberland, for the de- 
fence of the sea-coast, till the further order of this Court; 
and that he be empowered to order such intrenchments or 
fortifications to be erected at Falmouth, for their defence 
and protection, as he shall think absolutely necessary; and 
that he retain two of the said Companies generally at Fal- 
mouth, and, in case of any emergency, that he cause the 
Militia of said County, or any part thereof, to be alarmed 
and mustered, and, when mustered, to be under his com- 
mand and direction, and to be by him discharged as soon 
as the service will admit. 

And it is further Resolved, That Doctor Edward Rus- 
sell deliver to the said General Frye the Powder and Arms 
he shall receive in consequence of the orders of this Court, 
to be by him used in defending and protecting the said 
County of Cumberland and Town of Falmouth, and annoy- 
ing the enemy ; he to be accountable to this Court for the 
same. 

In Council, November 7, 1775: Read and non-con- 
curred. 

Mondiy, November 6, 1775. 

The Committee for inquiring into the slate of the Trea- 
sury reported, that the Receiver-General acquainted the 
Committee that there remains in the Treasury about Fifty- 
Three Thousand Pounds of the last Hundred Thousand 
that was emitted; and that, in consequence of an order from 
the honourable Council, he hath borrowed but about Ei^ht 
Thousand Pounds of the Hundred Thousand which he 
was directed to borrow. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story bring in a 
Resolve for payment to be made to the Soldiers stationed 
at Marblehead, of their Billeting Money, to the first of 
November instant, and one month's wages. 
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A Letter from Enoch Moody, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Falmouth, representing the distressed situation 
of that Town, and praying assistance and direction. Read 
and sent up. 

A Petition of the Overseers of the Poor of the Town 
of Salem, setting forth that many Poor, who entered there 
since the commencement of the present troubles, are now 
in the Continental Army, and have left families that are 
supported at the expense of that Town ; praying direc- 
tion of the Court. Read, and committed to Mr. Rice, of 
Pownalbgrqugh, Captain Clark, and Mr. Morgan. 

A Petition of Henry Knox, praying leave to exchange 
House Furniture, which he left in Boston, with Henry 
Barnes, late of Marlborough, which he has now in his 
power. Read, and committed to Mr. Story, Mr. Hopkins, 
and Mr. Lock. 

A Petition of Joseph Hawley, Esq., in behalf of the Se- 
lectmen and Committee of Correspondence of the Town 
of Northampton, setting forth that several of the Offi- 
cers and Privates who were sent there by the honourable 
Council, in August last, for safe-keeping, are in great need 
of Clothing, and praying for direction. 

Read, and committed to Colonel Thurston, Colonel Por- 
ter, and Mr. Hall, 

Mr. Story, agreeable to order, reported a Resolve for 
payment of the Soldiers stationed at Marblehead* 

Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer of this Colony be, and he 
hereby is ordered to pay unto Mr. Elbridge Gerry and 
Colonel Orne the sum of two hundred and sixty-nine 
Pounds, five Shillings, to be by them applied towards pay- 
ing the Soldiers, stationed at Marblehead, for one month's 
billeting, and also paying each of the Officers and Men, 
stationed there, one month's wages, in addition to what 
they have already received ; they to be accountable to this 
Court for the same. 

In Council, November 6, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The Resolve for completing the Muster-Rolls, brought 
down the 3d instant, read and concurred, with the amend- 
ments. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Partridge, Mr. 
Story, and Mr. Dix, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, be a Committee to examine the Muster-Rolls 
as they shall be returned ; and, as they shall pass, to pre- 
sent them to the honourable Board, in order for payment. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Partridge, Mr. 
Rice, of Pownalborough, and Mr. Hopkins, be a Commit- 
tee to prepare the form of a Muster-Roll for the Soldiers 
stationed on the sea-coast. 

The Committee for settling Accounts with the Commit- 
tee of Supplies reported. 

Read, and Ordered, That the Report lay on the table 
for the inspection of the Members. 

Mr. Pitts, agreeable to order, reported a form for a Pre- 
cept to issue to the late Inhabitants of Boston; which was 
read and accepted. 

Afternoon, 

A Petition of John Baker, in behalf of the Town of 
Roioley and the neighbouring Towns, assembled at Glou- 
cester, setting forth the consequence of that Harbour for 

* Petition of AzorOrne and Elbridge Gerry humbly showeth : That 
they being Representatives of the Town of Marblehead, that, by a lato 
application of the Selectmen, by order of said Town, your petitipners 
find that the distresses of its inhabitants, by means of their poverty, 
and present danger of an attack from the enemy, without the means 
of defence, are exceeding great, Should such an event take place, and 
the enemy, by a near approach to the Town, be able to cannonade and 
burn the same, a great proportion of its inhabitants would bo instantly 
roduced to a situation which your petitioners beg leave to be excused 
from describing. 'Tis with reluctance that your petitioners apply, on 
any occasion, to this honourable Court, when so pressed with the Inost 
important concerns ; but the duty which they owo to their constitu- 
ents obliges them, in their behalf, to pray your Honours that the 
wages and billeting money due to the established soldiers, posted in 
said Town, may be forthwith ordered to be paid them ; that somo sup- 
ply of ammunition, if the circumstances of the Government will admit 
thereof, be sent to tlio inhabitants, to enable them, with advantage, to 
improve a fortification which, at a considerable expense and labour, 
they have lately began, and have now nearly erected ; and that such 
provision for receiving into the country and supporting those inhabi- 
tants of said Town who, in case of the destruction of their habitations 
would be destitute of the moans of subsistence, may be made, as to 
your Honours shall seem meet. And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, shall ever pray, ' 



covering and succoring the friends of the United Ameri- 
can Colonies, and praying that a Committee may be sent 
to take a view of the same. 

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Gould, Major Cross, and 
Mr. Hubbard, be a Committee to repair to Gloucester, for 
the purpose mentioned in the Petition, and report at the 
next meeting of this Court. 

The Report concerning the payment of the Militia and 
Minute-Men, who mustered on and about the 19th of 
April, read, and committed to Major Hawley, Mr. Raw- 
son, Mr. Gerry, Colonel Sayer, and Mr. Rice, of Pow- 
nalborough. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Mr. Hub- 
bard, and Major Ely, be a Committee to procure a Resolve 
of this Court, which passed the House on the 31st of Oc- 
tober, for encouraging the manufacturing of Saltpetre ; also 
a Resolve for encouraging the manufacturing of the Fire- 
Arms, to be printed in handbills, and dispersed to the seve- 
ral Towns in this Colony as soon as possible. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker wait on 
General Washington, and inquire if he has any objections 
to the publishing of Dr. Church's Letter ; and if he has, 
to ask that he would favour us with his reasons. 

Tuesday, November 7, 1775. 
On the Petition of Henry Knox* the Committee re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the Petitioner have leave to make use 
of the Household Furniture of the said Henry Barnes, he 
giving a receipt to the Committee of Correspondence, or 
the Selectmen of the Town of Marlborough, for what he 
shall so receive, and he to be accountable to this Court 
for the same. 

In Council, November 7, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The Report of the Committee for settling Accounts with 
the Committee of Supplies. Read again, and ordered to 
be recommitted, that a Resolve thereon be draughted. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., came down from the honourable 
Board with a message, desiring that the House would lay 
before them a Resolve of the Continental Congress, to 
which reference is had in a late Order of this House, 
proposing a Joint Committee for considering the method 
of appointing Officers in the Militia. 

Ordered, That Colonel Porter go to the honourable 
Board with the Resolve of the Continental Congress re- 
specting the appointing Officers in the Militia. 

Upon a motion, Resolved, That the President and Fel- 
lows of Harvard College be, and hereby are directed to 
remove the Library and Apparatus belonging to the said 
College, or such parts of them as they shall judge imme- 
diately necessary for the present instruction of the Stu- 
dents, from the places where they are now deposited, by 
an order of the late Congress, to Concord; and that they 
lay an account of the expense of such removal before this 
Court. 

In Council, November 7, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Rice, of Pownal- 
borough, be of the Committee to repair to Gloucester, and 
to take a view of the Harbour, in the room of Mr. Hub- 
bard. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That no private Petition be 
received hereafter, during the present sitting of this Court, 
without special leave therefor. 

Afternoon. 

An Account of Samuel Phillips, Junior, for sundry ar- 
ticles provided for the use of General Washington, by order 
of Congress, read, and committed to the Committee on 
Accounts. 

John Taylor, Esq., brought down from the honourable 
Board a Resolve concerning the necessary qualifications of 
Retailers to receive Licenses. 

"♦Petition of Henry Knox humbly showeth : That your petitioner 
having been obliged to leave all hi.s goods and house furniture in Bo*, 
ton, which he has no prospect of ever getting possession of again, nor 
any equivalent for the same, therefore begs tho honourable Court, it" 
they in their wisdom seo fit, to permit him to exchange house furni- 
turo with Henry Barnes, late of Marlborough, which ho now has it in 
his power to do. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall over 
pray, 
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'■ In Council, November 7, 1775. 

"Whereas by an Act of this Colony, made in the sixteenth 
year of the reign of George III, entitled An Act empow- 
ering the Courjs of General Sessions of the Peace within 
this Colony to grant Licenses to Innholders and Retailers, 
in certain cases ; it is, among other things, therein enacted, 
That the several Courts of General Sessions of the Peace 
in each and every County in this Colony, who have in any 
measure been interrupted in their proceedings, (as men- 
tioned in said Act,) or have omitted granting Licenses as 
usual, are thereby authorized and empowered, at their first 
sessions thereafter to be held, respectively, to grant Licenses 
to Innholders and Retailers of spiritous liquors, or common 
Victuallers, to exercise their respective callings for and 
during the remainder of the year, or until the term at which, 
by law, they are authorized to grant such Licenses, ob- 
serving the rules and directions of the law in such cases 
made and provided. And no direction is given in the said 
Act, what preliminary steps are necessary to be taken by 
Innholders, Retailers, or common Victuallers, in order to 
qualify them for the said employments: 

"It is therefore Resolved, That before any such Licenses 
be granted to Innholders, Retailers, or common Victuallers, 
every person applying to the several Sessions as aforesaid, 
before they are licensed, shall produce a Certificate from 
the major part of the Selectmen of the Town where they 
dwell, recommending them to be persons of sober conver- 
sation, suitably qualified and provided for the exercise of 
such an employment, and, particularly, that they be firmly 
attached to the rights and interests of their Country ; and 
that this Resolve be published in handbills, and sent into 
each Town in this Colony." 

Read and concurred. 

The Secretary came down with the following Message 
from the major part of the honourable Council: 

"Council Chamber, November 7, 1775. 

"Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

" We have taken into consideration the two letters here- 
with sent, dated at Falmouth, the 2d of November, current; 
one from the Honourable Colonel Freeman, and the other 
from the Committee of that Town, purporting the distressed 
state of the inhabitants thereof, and the relief they need. 
For the special defence and safety of the Town of Fal- 
mouth, and that vicinity, we have appointed Gen. Joseph 
Frye to take the command of the men stationed in the Coun- 
ty of Cumberland who were raised for the defence of the 
Sea-Coasts, until our further orders; and have empowered 
bim, upon any emergency, to alarm and call together the 
Militia of the said County, or such part thereof as their 
safety may require, and them to discharge as soon as the 
service will admit ; and to lead and conduct them and the 
other forces, and with them to resist, encounter, and repel, 
by force of arms, all and every person or persons who shall 
attempt the enterprise, destruction, invasion, or annoyance 
of the said Town and County; and to cause such fortifica- 
tions to be erected at Falmouth aforesaid, and elsewhere, 
as he shall judge necessary for their defence. 

" We earnestly recommend to you, gentlemen, to take 
into consideration, immediately, the very peculiar and dis- 
tressing circumstances of the Town of Falmouth and the 
County aforesaid, and grant them such further relief as 
their necessities so evidently demand." 

Read; and, upon a motion, Ordered, That Col. Porter 
go to the honourable Board, and inquire whether they have 
passed on a Resolve of this House, of the 4th of this instant, 
for appointing General Joseph Frye to take the command 
of the Soldiers stationed in the County of Cumberland, &.c. 
Who reported, that he had delivered the message. 

Joseph Palmer, Esquire, came down from the Council 
Board, and said that the Board had unanimously non-con- 
curred the Resolve of the House of the 4th of this instant, 
appointing General Joseph Frye to take the command of 
the whole of the men stationed in the County of Cumber- 
land. 

Colonel Prescott brought down from the honourable 
Board a Letter from the Committee of the Continental 
Congress, for collecting an account of the hostilities com- 
mitted by the Ministerial Troops and Navy in America, 
since March last, the number and value of the Buildings 
destroyed and Vessels seized. 



" In Council, November 7, 1775. 

" Read, and Ordered, That Joseph Palmer, Esq., with 
such as the honourable House shall join, be a Committee 
to collect a true account of all the hostilities committed by 
the Ministerial Troops and Navy within this Colony, and 
the evidences of the truth of such account, agreeable to 
the above Resolve of the General Congress; and that the 
Committee sit in the recess of the Court for the above 
purpose." 

Colonel Prescott brought down from the honourable 
Board a Letter from a Gentleman at the Continental Con- 
gress to Joseph Palmer, Esq. Read, and ordered to lie. 

The Committee for considering a Resolve for the pay- 
ment of the Militia and Minute-Men who mustered on and 
about the 19th of April, reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That each person, whether in the American 
Army or not, who, on or after the 19th of April last, being 
then a Captain or other Officer of this Colony, did, in con- 
sequence of the alarm made on that day, march from home, 
with the command of any Company or party of Minute- 
Men, or others, for the defence of this Colony, against the 
Ministerial Troops, be, and he hereby is directed to make 
up a Roll of the travel and service of himself and the said 
men under his command who did not enlist into the Colony 
Army, and therein exhibit the number of miles which each 
man travelled from and to his home, at one penny per 
mile for the expense of travelling; and also the time which 
each man was in service, computing from the time he left 
home to the time he left the place of rendezvous, and also 
allowing one day for each twenty miles from said place of 
rendezvous to his home. And with regard to such men 
as marched as aforesaid and enlisted into the Army, each 
Captain or other Officer, as aforesaid, is respectively di- 
rected to exhibit in his Roll the time of such men's ser- 
vice, computing from the time they left their respective 
homes to the time they enlisted into said Army, without 
exhibiting their travel, as that is already ordered to be in- 
serted in the Rolls which the Officers under whom such 
men enlisted are directed to make up and return. 

And it is further Ordered, That the sums of the Pay 
which shall be inserted in such Rolls, for the service of 
the Officers and Privates, shall be such as the time of their 
respective service will amount to, at the rates following, 
that is to say: Captains at six Pounds per month ; First 
Lieutenants at four Pounds ; Second Lieutenants at three 
Pounds, ten Shillings ; Sergeants at two Pounds, eight 
Shillings; Corporals, Fifers, and Drummers, at two Pounds, 
four Shillings; and Privates at two Pounds each per month, 
counting twenty-eight days for a month ; and that the said 
Rolls shall be authenticated by the oaths of the Officers 
who shall make them up, and a column left therein to in- 
sert proper deductions for entertainment received from 
Innholders and others, as hereafter provided. 

Also Resolved, That the Captains and other Officers 
aforesaid be, and they hereby are respectively directed to 
make up said Rolls, as soon as may be, and lodge them in 
the Secretary's Office, for the consideration of this Court ; 
and the payment of the contents of all the said Rolls shall 
be stayed, until the Accounts of the Innholders and others, 
who afforded entertainment or money, to bear their ex- 
penses, to the men borne on said Rolls, in their march to 
and from the place or places of rendezvous, shall be pre- 
ferred and considered by this Court; and all persons having 
such demands are directed to exhibit their Accounts to this 
Court, on or before the 20th day of December next, and 
such sums as by this Court shall be allowed on such Ac- 
counts, for the entertainment of such men, respectively, 
shall be stopped on such Rolls, and deducted out of the 
sums which shall appear to be due to the men borne on 
such Rolls for the discharging such Accounts ; and all the 
Accounts of Innholders or others who afforded entertain- 
ment to the said Soldiers, on their march or on their return 
home, shall be vouched by the receipts of such Soldiers, 
or of the Officers under whom they marched. 

And it is further Ordered, That all such persons as 
marched upon the aforesaid occasion, and continued any 
time in the service of this Colony, in the character of 
Field-Officers, whether of the Militia or Minute-Men, and 
who did not enlist into the Army, be allowed and directed 
to make up the Accounts or Rolls of their service, from 
the time they severally marched from home to the time 
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they arrived at their respective homes, at the rates follow- 
ing, viz : Colonels, twelve Pounds ; Lieutenant-Colonels, 
nine Pounds, twelve Shillings ; Majors, eight Pounds ; 
and Adjutants, three Pounds, twelve Shillings, each, per 
month ; and lodge them in the Secretary's Office, for the 
consideration of the Court. 

And whereas some of the men who marched on the 
alarm aforesaid to the places of rendezvous did from thence 
return to their homes, without leave of their respective 
Officers : 

It is further Resolved, That this Court highly disap- 
prove of such unjustifiable conduct, whereby not only the 
lives of their worthy friends and fellow-countrymen left in 
the field, but also the rights and liberties of their Country, 
were greatly endangered. And while the Court, from an 
aversion to censure those persons, have forborne to order 
them to be discriminated in the Muster-Roils, it is expect- 
ed that such conduct in future be wholly avoided in this 
Colony; that the Officers and Privates of the Militia faith- 
fully attend their duty, when properly called thereto; and 
that, on all alarms, each person repair to his place of pa- 
rade, observe orders, and never quit his post, until regular- 
ly dismissed ; and all persons who in future shall disobey 
this Resolve, will make it indispensably necessary for this 
Court, as well as Colony, to exercise their utmost resent- 
ment against them therefor. 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolves be 
attested by the Secretary, and that Mr. Pitts procure it to 
be printed in the Cambridge, Watertown, and Worcester 
Papers. 

In Council, November 9, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Wednesday, November 8, 1775. 

- A Petition of John Worth and Enoch Coffin, in behalf 
of Edgartown, on the Island of Martha's Vineyard, setting 
forth their exposed situation, and praying advice and direc- 
tion. Read, and committed to Mr. Whitney, Mr. Carpen- 
ter, and Major Ely. 

Major Brooks was excused from serving on the Com- 
mittee for procuring Wood for the Army. 

The Committee to whom was recommitted a Resolve 
for the more expeditious method of settling Accounts re- 
ported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas^ a necessary attention to the more important 
affairs of the Government, in the present extraordinary 
times of difficulty and distress, renders it impracticable for 
tliis House to receive and examine the numerous Accounts 
now daily exhibited against the Government, agreeable to 
the modOieretofore usually practised, and the payment 
thereof has been greatly delayed, to the detriment of in- 
dividuals, as well as to the injury of the credit of the Go- 
vernment : 

Therefore, Resolved, That Nathan Gushing, Esq., Mr. 
Wood, Mr, Durfee, Mr. Watson, Major Brooks, Mr. Web- 
ster, and Captain Lock, be, and they hereby are appoint- 
ed a Committee, until the further order of this House, to 
receive, examine, and, in behalf of this House, finally to 
pass upon all Accounts, not otherwise committed, which 
shall be presented to them for payment of services done 
and articles supplied, by order of Congress or the General 
Court, and properly vouched, and the doings of said Com- 
mittee shall be considered as valid as any Vote or Resolve 
of the House touching said Accounts, as well in the recess 
of the Court as during the sitting of the same; and said 
Committee, or any four of them, who are hereby appoint- 
ed a quorum, are directed to open an Office, and advertise 
the pubfick thereof and of this Resolve, that the business 
may be constantly attended and effectually performed. 
And said Committee are further directed to keep in a 
book a true copy of all Accounts which shall be passed 
by them and sent to the Board for concurrence and pay- 
ment, and an. alphabet thereto, and to cause the same to 
be laid before the House, for perusal and inspection, once 
or oftener in each session, as the House shall order. 

Also Resolved, That the Secretary be, and he hereby 
is directed, to keep such Accounts as shall be passed by 
said Committee, and, in consequence thereof, concurred 
and ordered to be paid by the honourable Board, in sepa- 
rate f)les;„ d . 
' Atsp'Mesc-lved, That the honourable Council, or such 



Committee of Council as they shall appoint, be, and they 
hereby are empowered, both in the sitting and recess of the 
Court, to concur such Accounts as shall have been passed 
by the Committee aforesaid ; and the payment of said 
Accounts thus passed and concurred shall be ordered in 
the manner the Charter directs: Provided, always, That 
the foregoing method of allowing Accounts shall be taken 
to be adopted merely from the necessity of the present 
times, and not considered as a precedent for the future. 

In Council, November 10, 1775: Read and concurred ; 
and Benjamin Lincoln, John Taylor, and Benjamin White, 
Esqs , are a Committee, on the part of the Board, to trans- 
act the business assigned the Committee of the Board in the 
foregoing Resolve. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee on the 
Rolls for the Soldiers on the Sea-Coasts prepare a Re- 
solve for making up said Rolls to the 1st of November. 

Afternoon. 

The Message of the major part of the honourable Coun- 
cil of the 7th of this instant read again, and, together 
with the two Letters therein mentioned, committed to Mr. 
Speaker, Major Ilaivley, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Nye of Sand- 
wich, and Colonel Orne, who are directed to consider the 
propriety of an application to General Washington. 

Another Message from the major part of the honourable 
Council, of the 3d of this instant, taken up again, and 
committed to the same Committee. 

The Vote of Council on the Letter from the Commit- 
tee of the Continental Congress for collecting an account 
of the depredations committed by the Ministerial Troops. 
Read and concurred ; and Mr. Cooper and Colonel 
Thompson are joined, and the Committee are directed to 
extend their inquiries as far back as the taking place of 
the Port-Bill. 

A Letter from Joseph Greenleaf, Esq., in behalf of the 
Post-Office Committee, asking direction for the regulation 
of their conduct. Read, and committed to Colonel Lovell, 
Major Johnson, arid Colonel Sayer. 

The Committee appointed to prepare the form of a 
Muster-Roil for the Soldiers stationed on the Sea-Coast 
reported. Read and accepted, as follows, viz: 

In order that the Soldiers on the Sea-Coasts may be 
conveniently billeted, and enabled to provide for them- 
selves and families necessaries for the ensuing winter: 

Resolved, That the Captains of those Companies on 
the sea-coast service who are desirous of receiving their 
Wages before the term of their enlistments is expired, 
have liberty to make up the Muster-Rolls of their respec- 
tive Companies to the 1st of November, instant, express- 
ing each man's name, rank, time of enlistment, time in the 
service, pay received, balance due, each in separate co- 
lumns ; which Muster-Rolls, being attested before a Justice 
of the Peace, shall be lodged in the Secretary's Office, for 
inspection and payment. And, also, that the Selectmen 
and others who have had the care of billeting said Sol- 
diers, by order of Congress, have liberty to exhibit their 
Accounts for said billeting to the 1st of November, and 
lodge the same in the Office aforesaid for payment ; and 
that Mr. Hopkins procure this Resolve to be printed in 
the Cambridge Paper. 

In Council, November 9, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Petition of John Lane, setting forth that his men sta- 
tioned at Gloucester have received only one month's Pay, 
and are needy; therefore praying further payment. Read, 
and committed to Captain Foster, Mr. Batchclder, and Mr. 
Mighill. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Captain Dix be of the 
Committee for procuring Wood for the Army, in the room 
of Major Brooks. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Mr. Gerry, and Colonel 
Orne, be a Committee to consider and report the best 
method of procuring Sulphur, and the expediency of erect- 
ing Powder- Mills. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Pitts procure an 
attested copy of the Act for encouraging the fitting out 
Armed Vessels to be printed in the Watertown Newspaper. 

A Report on the Memorial of John Pitts, in behalf of 
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the Town of Boston, requesting that the Money and other 
articles of Donations that were given for the relief of those 
who suffered by means of the Port-Bill, may be ordered 
into the hands of the Committee of the Town of Boston. 
Read, and the further consideration of it referred to ten 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, November 9, 1775. 

The Committee on the Message from the major part of 
the honourable Council, of the 7th instant, reported an 
Answer to the same, as follows: 
May it please your Honours : 

This House having received and duly considered your 
message of the 7th instant, relative to the full and ample 
powers with which you have attempted to vest General 
Joseph Frye, for the special defence of the Town of Fal- 
mouth and that vicinity, beg leave to observe to your Hon- 
ours, that this House have before taken into their consider- 
ation the very peculiar and distressing circumstances of the 
Town of Falmouth, and the County of Cumberland , there- 
in recommended, and made such provision, on our part, 
for their relief, as their necessities demanded, in the re- 
solves passed and sent to your Honours for concurrence 
on the 4th instant. We shall be at all times ready to take 
such further measures, on our part, as shall appear neces- 
sary to succour and defend any part of this Colony, in such 
a way as is consistent with the present Constitution of this 
Colony, the security of the rights of our constituents, and 
the dignity of their Representatives. 

Read and accepted ; and Ordered, That Major Cross, 
Colonel Grout, Mr. Pitts, Captain Partridge, Mr. Story, 
Colonel Thayer, and Colonel Spaulding, be a Committee 
to wait upon the major part of the honourable Council 
with the same. 

The Committee to whom was committed another Mes- 
sage from the honourable Board reported. 

Read and accepted ; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Major Hawley, Colonel 
Orne, Colonel Sayer, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Partridge, and 
Colonel Thompson, be a Committee to. wait on the major 
part of the honourable Board with the following Message, 
viz: 

May it please your Honours: 

This House have considered your message of the 3d 
instant, with equal candour and concern. When they ob- 
serve, that in the same message wherein your Honours 
intimate that you judge it to be your indispensable duty to 
maintain a claim of an exclusive right of appointing mili- 
tary officers in this Colony, you expressly acknowledge, 
that it is by the advice and countenance of the honourable 
the American Congress that this Colony have set up and 
now exercise the powers of Government, and to whose 
counsels it is necessary we should conform ; when they 
also consider the clearness and precision of the resolutions 
of the said honourable the American Congress, of the 18th 
of July last, touching the method of appointing military 
officers "in all the United English Colonies in North- 
America," and, at the same time, recollect that this Co- 
lony has hitherto considered herself as one of them, ever 
since that union took place, they are constrained to be of 
opinion that the aforesaid exclusive claim of the honour- 
able Council is altogether indefensible, in any consistency 
with the above said resolutions; and that it cannot fail to 
infer dishonour and disgrace, both on your Honours and this 
House, either jointly or severally to make an application 
to the honourable Congress for their determination on the 
meaning of their resolves, and the justness and propriety 
of your Honours' claim above mentioned, as will imply an 
imputation on that honourable body, of obscurity, want of 
correctness and precision in so important resolutions, made 
for all the said Colonies, which appear to this House so 
plain that he who runs may read. 

The Committee on the Petition of John Worth and 
Enoch Coffin, in behalf of the Town of Edgartown, re- 
ported. 

Read, and Ordered, That the Petitioners have leave to 
withdraw their Petition. 

The Committee for considering the best method of pro- 
curing Sulphur reported. 



Read and accepted ; and Resolved, That Major Cross 
and Captain Greenleaf, with such as the honourable Board 
shall join, be, and they hereby are appointed a Commit- 
tee to procure thirty tons of Sulphur, in such way as they 
shall judge proper; and if that quantity cannot be pro- 
cured in this Colony, to hire and fix out a small vessel, at 
the expense of this Government, for the purpose of ob- 
taining the deficiency; and the former Committee appoint- 
ed to collect Sulphur are directed to deliver the same to 
the persons aforesaid, and to cause said article, as they 
shall procure it, to be transported to such Town or Towns 
as the said Committee shall think proper, and there stored 
for the purpose of being manufactured into powder; and 
they are further directed to apply to this Court for a suffi- 
cient sum of money to answer the purposes aforesaid. 

In Council, November 10, 1775: Read and concurred. 

A Petition of Samuel Freeman, in behalf of the Inha- 
bitants of the Town of Falmouth, representing their dis- 
tresses, in consequence of the destruction of that Town 
by the enemy ; and also a Letter from Mr. Dean, of the 
same place, on the same subject. Read, and committed to 
Colonel Carpenter, Captain Stone, Colonel Lovell, Mr. 
Caldwell, and Deacon Rawson. 

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House a Letter from 
General Washington, concerning one Smithwick.* 

Whereupon, Ordered, That Major Hawley carry the 
same, together with sundry papers, and some money there- 
with sent, to the Board. Who returned, that he had de- 
livered the message. 

Afternoon. 

Notice being given to the House, that one Mr. Lewis, 
lately out of Boston, was come up by request of General 
Washington, and now at the door,f 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Major Hawley, and Cap- 
tain Batchelder, be a Committee to make such inquiries 
of him as they think proper, and report to this House. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Orne, Captain 
Vose, and Mr. Putnam, be a Committee to consider of a 
proper place for erecting a Powder-Mill, and to make in- 
quiry for some suitable person to build the same ; and also 
for some suitable person to be employed as a manufacturer 
of the article of Gunpowder, and to consider in what way 
the business may be most advantageously conducted, and 
report. 

* Colonel Warren : 

Sir : A Mr. Smithwick, now at Watertown, is a person who at- 
tempted to get letters and a boat into Boston. His trunk, at Mistick, 
lias a guard over it. 'Tis the general desire he should be sent to Head- 
Quarters, under the Sergeant and men who are now with Mr. Cox. 

By his Excellency's command, Robert H. HARRrsoN, 

Aid-de-Camp to his Excellency. 

In Council, November 9, 1775 : Read ; and Ordered, That the said 
Smithwick be immediately apprehended and sent to Head-Quarters, in 
Cambridge, to wait the order of his Excellency General Washington, 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 

t Cambridge, November 9, 1775. 

Sir : A Mr. Lewis, who left Boston yesterday afternoon, informs me 
that, on account of the scarcity of wood and provisions in that place, 
General Howe has issued a proclamation, desiring such of the inhabi- 
tants as are inclined to leave the Town to give in their names, and a 
list of their effects, before twelve o'clock this day. 

As the caution necessary to be used with these people, to prevent a 
communication of the small-pox, and the proper care of them when 
out, are objects of exceeding great importance, I submit them to the 
consideration of your honourable body before its recess ; and if the 
honourable Council should likewise adjourn, I must also recommend 
to your attention the necessity there is of constituting some court 
before whom all persons inimical, or suspected to be inimical, to Ame- 
rica, should be brought for examination. My time is so much taken 
up with military affairs, that it is impossible for me to pay a proper 
attention to these matters. There will be sent to you, amongst others 
a James Smithwick, who, from an intercepted letter, appears to have 
resolved to get into Boston. There is a smallttrunk belonging to him 
now in my possession, which contains in gold and silver about fifty 
Pounds lawful money, which it is probable he intended to carry in 
with him. The owner and Captain of a small coaster, put into Beverly, 
in distress, bound from Boston to Nova.Scotia, will appear before you'. 
They have carried on a trade of supplying Boston with provisions,' 
&c, for some time. I beg leave to refer them to your examination ; 
and I have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble servant, 
The Hon. James Warren, Speaker, &c. George Washington. 

P. S. Smithwick's trunk will be sent to you with him. 

November 3th, 1775 : By the major part of the Council read ; and, 
after consideration of Jonathan Ritchie <f Son, the owner and Captain 
of the small coaster within mentioned, Ordered, That they be imme- 
diately sent to the jail in Salem, in the County of Essex, to be held in 
close confinement, unless they give bonds, with sufficient sureties for 
the liberty of the yard ; and that a mittimus go to the keeper of said 

Ja ' ' "' Perez Mprton, Deputy Secretary. 
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On the Petition of the Hon. Joseph Ilawley, Esq., in 
behalf of the Selectmen and Committee of Correspondence 
of Northampton,* 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of North- 
ampton be, and they hereby are empowered and directed 
to procure, at the expense of this Colony, such clothing as 
they shall find to be of absolute necessity for the Midship- 
men, Officers, and Privates, mentioned in the above Peti- 
tion, and lay their Accounts of such disbursements before 
the Court, for allowance and payment. 

In Council, November 10, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

On the Petition of Noah Lee,-\ Resolved, That there 
be allowed and paid out of the publick Treasury of this 
Colony, unto the said Noah Lee, the sum of one hundred 
and sixty-two Pounds, fourteen Shillings, and one Penny, 
in full discharge of his Muster-Roll which has been sworn 
to by him, he having produced and filed in this Court 
orders from his several men to receive the same for their 
use, and the Treasurer is hereby ordered to pay the same 
accordingly. 

hi Council, November 10, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee on the Estates of Refuges reported. 
Read and accepted, as follows : 

Whereas there are a number of persons in the several 
Towns in this Colony, that have left Estates, both real and 
personal, and have taken refuge in Boston and elsewhere, 
and joined themselves to our inveterate and unnatural ene- 
mies, and thereby rendered themselves justly odious to all 
true friends in this Colony : therefore, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen and Committees of Cor- 
respondence in the several Towns where such Estates may 
be found, be, and they hereby are empowered lo take into 
their care all such personal Estates, and suffer no waste to 
be made thereof, and to sell or dispose of all such Stock 
as cannot be kept on such Estates by reason of the scar- 
city of fodder; and to take care of all the produce, and 
dispose of the same to the best advantage, wherever it 
may be found on such Farms or Estates, except such 
as are improved for the immediate use of the Colony or 
Continent; and that the said Selectmen and Committees 
continue their care of all such personal Estate and produce 
as they shall not dispose of, and keep an account of their 
doings thereon, until the further order of this Court, and 
lay their accounts before them when required ; and that 
Mr. Watson procure this to be printed in the several News- 
papers of this Colony. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That the Committee appoint- 
ed to prepare Accounts for the Continental Congress be ex- 
cused fromfurtber attendance on that service. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Captain 
Partridge, Colonel Porter, Mr. Story, and Ur.Lothrop, 
be a Committee to prepare Accounts as soon as may be, 
to be laid before the Continental Congress. 

The Committee on the Petition of the Inhabitants of 
the Town of Boston reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas this Court, on the 16th and 24th days of Au- 
gust last, passed two Resolves, em powering Samuel Adams, 

* Petition of the Selectmen and Committee of Correspondence of 
the Town qf Northampton, in the County of Hampshire, most humbly 
showeth ; That, in August last, about eleven midshipmen and other 
officers, and about twenty-eight private men, were sent by order of the 
honourable Council to the said Town of Northampton, for safekeeping, 
and by the order under which they were brought to the said Town. 
May it please your Honours, that as the cold season is now advancing, 
several of the. said officers and privates must suffer extremely, unless 
they should bo provided with some articles of clothing, either at the 
publick expense or by the charity of individuals. The Selectmen and 
Committee humbly pray the order of this Court, instructing them 
what to do for the supply of such clothing to the persons aforesaid, as 
is absolutely necessary to prevent their extreme sufferings in the ap- 
proaching cold.season; and, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 

t Petition of Noah Lee humbly showeth : That he entered Into the 
service of this Cplony, as a Captain under Colonel Arnold, in the late 
expedition against the garrisons of Ticonderoga and Crown Point; 
that he was at the taking of them, and remained there in actual ser- 
vice till the 5th day of August last, when, as appears by the annexed 
paper, which contains the general orders qf that day, your memo- 
rialist, in common with others on that service, was dismissed. Your 
memorialist begs leave to refer your Honours to the account of Colonel 
Arnold, exhibited to this Court, for what is due to him, and whjch is 
there credited, , He earnestly requests your Honours to pay attention 
to his petition, and grant him the sum credited jn Cqlonel Arnold's 
"accounV as he Jives at so great a distance from any communication 
with the Court, that it would be extremely expensive to your memo- 
rialist to make"tt&other application j and, as jn duty bound, shall ever 
pray. 



Joseph Palmer, Moses Gill, Esqs., Captain Thatcher, 
Colonel Barrett, Mr. Durfee, and Colonel Cutt, a Com- 
mittee to receive all such Donations as may be sent by the 
humane and charitable in this or any other Colony, for the 
benefit of the poor sufferers by means of the Boston Port- 
Bill, and to distribute the same among the sufferers, ac- 
cording to their best discretion, they to be accountable to 
this Court. And whereas the major part of the Commit- 
tee of Donations, chosen by the Town of Boston, for the 
receiving the Donations aforesaid, and distributing them 
among the necessitous of that Town, are, since the passing 
the resolves aforesaid, come out of Boston, and the Dona- 
tions aforesaid are more likely to be distributed in a just 
and equitable manner by those who must be better ac- 
quainted with the circumstances of the inhabitants of the 
Town of Boston, than strangers can be: therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Samuel Adams, Joseph Pal- 
mer, Moses Gill, Esqrs., Captain Thatcher, Colonel Bar- 
rett, Mr. Durfee, and Colonel Cutt, pay and deliver into 
the hands of John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Thomas 
Cushing, David Jeffries, William GreenleafJohn Brown, 
Captain William Alackay, Mr. Jonathan Mason, Captain 
Edward Proctor, Henry Hill, John Avery, Jun., Benja- 
min Austin, Esquires, Gibbins Sharp, and Thomas Crafts, 
the major part of the Committee of Donations appoint- 
ed by the Town of Boston, that are now out of the same 
Town, or the major part of them, the balance that remains 
in their hands of all Donations they have received, since 
their appointment aforesaid, for the benefit of the poor suf- 
ferers by means of the Boston Port-Bill, to be by them 
distributed among such sufferers, according to their best 
discretion, they to be accountable to this Court. 

Jn Council, November 10, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Friday, November 10, 1775. 

The Committee on the Petition of Benjamin Ames and 
Nathaniel Gage, in behalf of a number of Officers who 
suffered loss at the battle on Bunker's Hill, made report. 

Whereupon, Resolved, That Mr Ellis, Captain Stone, 
and Deacon Rawson, be a Committee to make inquiry into 
the losses of the Petitioners, and others who are within 
the same predicament, procure proper vouchers, and report 
at the next meeting of this Court. 

Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to lay on the ta- 
ble the Bill for encouraging the fitting out of Armed Vessels. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Ilawley, Mr. 
Mills, and Colonel Grout, be a Committee to consider of 
a meet establishment for those General Officers who have 
been in the service of this Colony, and report. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story, Mr. Gerry, 
and Colonel Orne, be a Committee to consider the expe- 
diency of this Court's taking any measures for the security 
of Dr. Church, if General Washirgton should dismiss him, 
and report. 

Ordered, That Mr. Story go to the honourable Board, 
and desire that the Letter from General Washington, di- 
rected to the Speaker, and carried up yesterday, may be 
sent down. 

Walter Spooner, E-;q., brought down the same accord- 
ingly. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Cooper, Colonel 
Porter, and Mr. Pitts, be a Committee to consider what 
precautions are proper to be taken to prevent the spread- 
ing of the Small-Pox, by means of persons coming out from 
the Town of Boston, and what provision is requisite to be 
made for transporting into the country such persons as may 
come out, who are unable lo transport themselves. 

The Secretary, agreeable to order, laid on the table the 
Act for encouraging the fitting out Armed Vessels. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gerry, Captain 
BalrJielder, and Mr. Rawson, be a Committee lo brine in 
a Resolve empowering any person to make captures of all 
Vessels within the predicament of those made liable to be 
taken by an Act for encouraging the fitting out Armed 
Vessels. 

A Petition of John Hunt and others, representing an un- 
reasonable advantage taken of the Farmer, by those who 
have contracted to supply the Army with Beef. Read, 
and cQinmitied to Mr, Caldwell, Mr, Perry, and Colonel 
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Grout, who are directed to consider the same, and report 
at the next meeting of this Court. 

On the Petition of Thomas Gould, Resolved, That the 
Schooner Williams, belonging to John Price, formerly of 
Salem, in this Colony, now at Halifax, (a Tory of the first 
magnitude,) together with her appurtenances and cargo, be 
detained in the hands and under the care of the Commit- 
tee of Correspondence of the Town of Chatham, till the 
further order of this Court. 

In Council, November 10, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

The House gave leave to the Overseers of the Poor of 
the Town of Salem, and also to George Armstrong, to with- 
draw their Petitions. 

The Committee on the Petition of Samuel Freeman 
reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas, by the late unparalleled inhumanity of the 
British Forces, in burning the greatest part of the buildings 
in the Town of Falmouth, many of the inhabitants of that 
Town are reduced to great distress and want, and stand in 
need of immediate relief: therefore, 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the 
publick Treasury of this Colony, to Mr. Samuel Freeman, 
the sum of two hundred and fifty Pounds, to be applied for 
the relief of the poor, indigent, and suffering people of that 
Town, by the said Freeman, in conjunction with the Select- 
men and Overseers of the Poor of said Town, if any there 
be. Application thereof to be made by them in such a 
manner as they may judge most prudent, to such persons 
as they may think stand most in need of it; they to be 
accountable to this Court for the same. 

In Council, November 10, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Ordered, That Colonel Porter, Mr. Cooper, and Colo- 
nel Orne, bring in a Resolve for protracting the Commis- 
sion of the Delegates of this Colony, at the Continental 
Congress, to the last day of January next. 

Afternoon. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Webster go to the 
honourable Board, and desire, if they have any matters to 
lay before the House, that they would communicate them, 
as the House would propose to rise soon. He returned, 
that he had delivered the message. 

James Prescott, Esq., came down from the honourable 
Board, and informed the House that they had matters of 
importance before them, which they would speedily com- 
municate. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Moody be of the 
Committee to take a view of Gloucester Harbour, in the 
room of Mr. Rice. 

Walter Spooner, Esq., brought down from the honour- 
able Board a number of Letters, which were found on 
board a Vessel late from Cork, in Ireland, taken and brought 
into Beverly; which were read and returned. 

The Secretary came into the House, and read the follow- 
ing Message : 

"Council Chamber, November 10, 1775. 
" Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

" Your message of yesterday, relative to the appointment 
of military officers, has been considered by the Council with 
candour, as they presume, and certainly with a deep con- 
cern that a controversy of this nature should be raised and 
continued at a time of the most imminent danger, when 
our all is at stake, and when union and stability of counsels 
and actions are particularly necessary to the preservation 
of our remaining sen-ports against the depredations of our 
enemies. The Council are not contending for victory in 
this case : they would wish to he vanquished, if the hon- 
ourable American Congress would permit it. They have 
very high conceptions of the wisdom of that august body, 
and have never considered them a body of obscurity, nor 
imputed to them want of correctness and precision; hut 
being composed of fallible men, though wise, it is proba- 
ble that some of their resolutions may not be so plain to 
others as to the honourable House, who perhaps can read 
as they run. The Council have not discernment enough 
to be apprehensive of dishonour and disgrace by an appli- 
cation in this case to the honourable Congress; if the hon- 
ourable House have such fears, they may avoid the charge: 
if they have not, the Council would wish for such a joint 



application as was proposed in their message of the 3d 
instant. 

" The Council have considered the resolve of the hon- 
ourable American Congress of June the 9th past, in which 
it recommended to this Colony to conform, as near as may 
be, to the spirit and substance of the Charter, to choose 
Representatives, which Representatives or Assembly should 
elect Counsellors, which Assembly and Council should ex- 
ercise the powers of Government until a Governour of His 
Majesty's appointment will consent to govern the Colony 
according to its Charter. They have also considered their 
resolve of the 18th of July past, wherein it is recommend- 
ed to the inhabitants of all the United English Colonies, 
to regulate their Militia in such manner as is therein men- 
tioned ; and, among other things, it is therein recommended, 
that all officers, above the rank of a Captain, be appointed 
by their respective Provincial Assemblies or Conventions, 
and that all officers be commissioned by the said Provin- 
cial Assemblies or Conventions, or, in their recess, by the 
Committees of Safely appointed by said Assemblies or 
Conventions. 

" The first of these resolves specially respected this Colo- 
ny, and this only; the other was a general resolve, and did 
not mention the Colony. The Council considered them- 
selves bound by the first to exercise the powers of Govern- 
ment as near as might be to the spirit and substance of the 
Charter ; and we presume the honourable House, on the 7th 
of August past, considered it in the same point of view, or 
they would not have recommended to the Board to make 
appointments for military service. The other resolve being 
general, and this Colony not specially mentioned therein, 
the Council presume was not intended in the case of ap- 
pointments and commissionating military officers to affect 
this Colony, or in this case to repeal the first of said re- 
solves, and the Council have appointed and commissiona- 
ted as conformable as may be to said first resolve, without 
any intimation of complaint from the honourable House, in 
their late sitting, nor till very lately in their present. 

"The Council may truly boast a firm attachment to the 
natural rights of men ; and if there is an incompatibility 
between those rights and the Charter Constitution of this 
Colony, the Council can only lament their being bound lo 
the observation of such a Constitution ; but, considering 
themselves thus bound, they have religiously observed the 
same, in order to preserve the union of the Colonies ; but as 
the continuing this controversy will expose to our merciless 
enemies this distressed Country, especially upon the sea- 
coast, for want of a well-regulated Militia, the Council do 
most ardently desire that the honourable House would ex- 
plicity order their claim to subside for the present, or point 
out some other mode of proceeding, by which the Militia 
may be immediately settled, and our Country saved from 
impending ruin." 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gerry go to the 
honourable Board, and propose their sending the Letters, 
just communicated, to the American Congress, after the 
General shall have perused them. Who returned, that he 
had delivered the message. 

The Secretary came into the House with the following 
Message : 

° "Council Chambor, November 10, 1775. 

"Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

" How far the honourable House can be justified in say- 
ing that they have made such provision for the relief of 
the Town of Falmouth, and County of Cumberland, as 
their necessities demand, in the resolve which passed and 
was sent up the 4th instant, when, at the time of pass- 
ing that resolve, the honourable House must have known 
that, consistent with your own explanation of the present 
Constitution of this Colony, the resolve could not be con- 
curred by the Council, and they discharge their duty to the 
publick; and how far such provision for the relief of the 
real wants and necessities of our distressed brethren will 
exceed that of saying to the naked, be ye clothed, and 
to the hungry, be ye filled, we leave to the suggestions of 
your own minds. 

" While the Council observe with pleasure a resolution 
now formed by the honourable House, to afford that neces- 
sary succour and defence to any part of this Colony, 
which is within your province to grant, consistent With the 
present Constitution thereof, they cannot but lament that 
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so salutary a resolution had not been formed and received 
as the rule of action by the honourable House, previous to 
your "adopting those resolves of the 4th current, in which 
you have attempted to clothe your substitute with that 
power, and delegate to him that authority which, by the 
present Constitution of this Colony, is incontestably lodged 
in another branch of the General Court, and that you 
should be led to ask the concurrence of the Board there- 
with, as another line of conduct more consistent with our 
present Constitution might have prevented all debate on 
this subject between the honourable Board and the Coun- 
cil, and that anxiety in the minds of the Council, lest a 
delay, thus effected, to support our distressed brethren in 
the Town of Falmouth, and in the neighbourhood thereof, 
should prove their ruin. 

" The Council renew their request that the honourable 
House would commiserate the distresses of our friends in 
the County of Cumberland, and grant such further relief to 
them as their necessities require. You may depend on 
a due concurrence of the Council in such measures, and 
that they will, not from a conviction that their exclusive 
claim of appointing Militia officers is erroneous, but from 
the apparent necessity that immediate provision should be 
made for the defence and protection of the Town of Fal- 
mouth, and County of Cumberland, in this instance (and 
that it be not considered as a precedent in future) join with 
the honourable House in appointing by ballot an officer to 
take the command of the forces raised for the defence of 
the sea-coast, and, when necessary, call together and com- 
mand the Militia when assembled in said County." 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Resolve, em- 
powering any persons to make captures of Vessels in certain 
cases, reported. Read and accepted, as follows : 

Whereas, by a law of this Colony, made in the present 
session of the General Court, entitled "An Act for encou- 
raging the fixing out of Armed Vessels to defend the Sea- 
Coast of America, and for erecting a Court to try and con- 
demn all Vessels that shall be found infesting the same," it 
is provided that all Vessels which shall be brought into this 
Colony, and proved to be the property of, or any ways 
employed by, the enemies of the United American Colo- 
nies, or for supplying the said enemies, shall, with their 
appurtenances and cargoes, be deemed forfeited, and dis- 
posed of as by said act is ordered and directed; and no 
provision being therein made for captors not legally com- 
missioned therefor, who in certain cases ought to meet 
with all necessary encouragement, 

Resolved, That when and so often as it shall appear to 
the Judge of any Court by said act provided, that any 
Vessel or Vessels, which shall be by such Court con- 
demned, have been taken by any inhabitants of the United 
American Colonies within thirty leagues of the American 
shore, in that case it shall be lawful, and such Judge is 
hereby authorized and directed to award to the captors 
the amouut of what such Vessel or Vessels, with their 
cargoes and appurtenances, shall produce, after deducting 
the charges of trial and condemnation, and also the She- 
riff's fees for sale at publick auction, in the same manner 
as would have been done had such captors been commis- 
sioned with letters of marque and reprisal by any of the 
Colonies aforesaid. 

In Council, November 11, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Speaker, Major 
Hawley, Colonel Porter, Mr. Gerry, and Mr. Cushing, 
be a Committee to take into consideration the two Messa- 
ges brought this day from the honourable Council. 

The Committee for considering of a meet establishment 
for those General Officers who have been in the service of 
this Colony reported. Read, and not accepted. 

Saturday, November 11, 1775. 

Samuel Holten, Esq., brought down a Memorial from 
James Lyon, Chairman of the Committee of Safety of 
Machias, setting forth their exertions in the common cause, 
their expectations of an attack from the enemy, and pray- 
ing the Court to grant them some Powder for their defence. 
Read, and committed to Mr. Story, Colonel Smith, and 
Mr. Hubbard. 

The Committee appointed to consider what is proper to 



be done relative to the Poor of Boston, expected from 
thence, and to prevent the spreading of the Small-Pox, 
reported. Read and accepted. 

Whereas the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston, who, 
with their effects, have been hitherto detained by General 
Gage and his successor, contrary to agreement and the 
most solemn engagement, are now expected out of said 
Town: therefore, 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Crafts, Captain Edward 
Proctor, and Mr. Isaac Pierce, be, and hereby are appoint- 
ed a Committee of this Court, with full power to procure, 
upon the credit of this Colony, sufficient teams to carry 
those persons who are not able to remove themselves and 
their effects to such Towns as they apprehend to be most 
suitable and convenient to receive them, in the County of 
Hampshire or elsewhere, which have not as yet received 
the proportion of those sufferers assigned them by a Re- 
solve of Congress passed the 1st of May last, allowing for 
the hire of these teams at the rate of twelve Pence a ton 
per mile ; and that said Committee also provide necessary 
support for said Poor, to the places of destination. And 
if it should be found difficult to remove those Poor to the 
respective Towns to which they shall be assigned, the 
Committee are in such case to recommend to the Select- 
men of the Towns they may be sent to, that they assist in 
removing said Poor to the place of their destination, unless 
it should be convenient for them to remain in such Town. 

And whereas this Court is informed that the Small-Pox 
is now in Boston, 

It is further Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid 
be, and hereby are strictly enjoined to make use of every 
precaution, by smoking, cleansing, airing, and detaining 
persons or effects, as they may judge necessary to prevent 
a communication of that distemper to the Army and Inha- 
bitants of this Colony, at so important a crisis as the pre- 
sent; and that the sum of one hundred Pounds be paid, 
out of the Colony Treasury, by Henry Gardner, Esq., 
Receiver-General, to said Committee, to enable them to 
defray the necessary expenses aforesaid, they to be ac- 
countable to this Court. 

In Council, November 11, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee on the Message from the honourable 
Board reported. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That Colonel Grout, Deacon Rawson, and 
Mr. Story, be a Committee to wait on the honourable 
Council, with the following Message : 
May it please your Honours : 

The House propose to the honourable Board, at twelve 
o'clock, this day, by joint ballot with them, to come to the 
choice of some suitable person to such service and com- 
mand in the County of Cumberland, as is expressed in a 
message from the honourable Council to this House of the 
7th instant ; which person, when chosen, shall be accord- 
ingly commissioned by the honourable Council. 

The Committee on Colonel Arnold's Accounts have 
examined Captain Noble's Pay-Roll, and find that the said 
Arnold has charged this Colony with said Noble's Pay- 
Roll, and has received the whole thereof. It further ap- 
pears, that the balance due to said Noble, which the said 
Arnold has received, amounts to thirty-six Pounds, five 
Shillings, and five Pence. And as it appears that the said 
Noble and his men are in great want of their money, and 
the said Arnold is now in the Continental service, and 
cannot at present be come at, to pay the sum he received 
for the use of the said Noble and his Company : therefore, 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, by the Trea- 
surer of this Colony, to the said Captain Noble, the sum 
of thirty-six Pounds, five Shillings, and five Pence, being 
the full balance of his Muster-Roll ; he giving security to 
pay the several men made up in his Muster-Roll the seve- 
ral sums due to them. 

And it is further Resolved, That this Court prefer to 
General Washington a charge of the sum aforesaid against 
the said Arnold, that a stoppage of so much as is before 
ordered to be paid to said Noble may be made, for the 
benefit of the Continent. 

Moses Gill, Esq., brought down, with amendments, the 
Resolve of the House on a Letter from the Committee of 
Congress, for collecting an account of depredations made 
by the Ministerial Troops. 
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Read and non-concurred ; and the House adhere to their 
own vote. 

The Committee on the Message from the honourable 
Board reported again. Read and accepted. 

The multiplicity of important publick affairs which have 
been under the consideration of this Court, during this 
session, having unavoidably prevented a new appointment 
of Military Officers within this Colony; and it being of the 
utmost importance to the safety of the Colony, that the 
Militia thereof should be well equipped and disciplined, and 
in the best posture of defence: 

Resolved, That the several Military Officers who have 
been chosen by the people of this Colony, agreeable to the 
Resolves and recommendation of the late Provincial Con- 
gress, be, and hereby are ordered to remain and continue in 
the several stations to which they were appointed as afore- 
said, until the further order of this Court ; and all such 
Officers are directed to use their utmost exertions in put- 
ting the Militia under their respective commands in the 
best posture for defence they are able. 

The Secretary came down with the following Message 
from the major part of the Council : 

"Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

" The Council accede to the proposals made by the 
honourable House in their message, this day received by 
the Council, relative to appointing one officer to command 
in the County of Cumberland, by joint ballot, at twelve 
o'clock, this day, saving that it be not improved for the 
future as a precedency, as expressed in our second mes- 
sage to the honourable House of the 10th instant. 

"Council Chamber, November 11, 1775." 

Ordered, That Mr. Gerry go to the honourable Board, 
and acquaint them that the House is now ready to proceed 
to the choice of some person to command in the County 
of Cumberland, agreeable to the foregoing Message. 

The House then appointed Mr. Mills, Capt. Batchelder , 
and Mr. Watson, to sort and count the votes of the House. 
Who, having carried up the same, reported, that General 
Joseph Frye was chosen. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a 
Letter from Joseph Greenleaf, Esq., one of the Commit- 
tee for establishing a Post-Office in this Colony, reported. 
Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the said Joseph Greenleaf be, and he 
hereby is directed to settle with the several Postmasters 
and Post-Riders, to the 5th of October last, and discharge 
their several Bonds; provided, nevertheless, that if the 
Postmaster-General should choose to undertake (by him- 
self or his Agent) to settle the whole matter from the be- 
ginning, in such case, 

It is further Resolved, That the said Joseph Greenleaf 
be, and he hereby is directed to put over said settlement 
into the hands of the Postmaster-General, or his Agent, 
and to empower either of them to receive the moneys now 
due to said Colony, from the several Postmasters, for said 
purpose. 

In Council, November 11, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Mr. Gerry brought in the following Resolve, which was 
read and accepted. 

Resolved, That the honourable Council be, and they 
hereby are empowered, any time before their recess, to 
order the Treasurer to deliver to the Committee of Coun- 
cil for concurring Accounts which shall be preferred against 
the Government, and previously examined and passed by 
a Committee of the House, provided for that purpose, 
such a sum as the honourable Board shall think sufficient 
to pay and discharge Accounts which may be so concurred 
during their recess ; said Committee of Council to be ac- 
countable to this Court for said sum. 

In Council, November 11, 1775: Read and concurred. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
case of Dr. Church reported. Read and accepted, as fol- 
lows : 

Whereas it appears to this House that Dr. Benjamin 
Church, late a Member thereof, by his past conduct has 
discovered himself to be inimical to the United American 
Colonies, and has laid himself open, in their opinion, to a 
criminal prosecution for his past conduct, in holding a trai- 
torous correspondence with our enemies: And whereas 



the Court-Martial, in whose custody he now is, from the 
want of a suitable provision in the Continental Articles of 
War, may be unable to bring the said Church to condign 
punishment, and the setting him at liberty may be attended 
with dangerous consequences to the cause of America : 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the honourable the Council of this Co- 
lony be, and they hereby are desired to take suitable mea- 
sures for causing the said Benjamin Church, in case of his 
being liberated from his present confinement, to be appre- ' 
hended and secured, that such further measures, with 
respect to him, may be pursued, as the security of this 
people loudly demands, and the laws of this Colony will 
justify. 

In Council, November 11, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Afternoon. 

The Committee on the Memorial of James Lyon report- 
ed. Read and accepted. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Towns 
in this Colony, to supply the people at Machias with such 
a part of their Town stock of Powder as they can spare, 
to relieve them in this time of great danger; and the said 
Towns are desired to deliver the same to the said Lyon, or 
such person or persons as the inhabitants of Machias shall 
appoint, so as the whole do not amount to more than three 
barrels, they to be accountable to this Court for the same : 
and this Court will replace such Powder as shall be so 
supplied them by such Town or Towns, as soon as may 
be, or pay them for the same, not less than five Shillings 
per pound. 

In Council, November 11, 1775 : Read and concurred. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Story be appointed, 
in the room of Mr. Perry, to deliver to the Adjutant-Gen- 
eral the Blanks for the Muster-Rolls when printed. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Mr. Watson acquaint 
General Washington with a proposal of Mr. HobarVs, for 
running Cannon. 

The Committee directed to prepare a Resolve for pro- 
tracting the Commissions of the Delegates of this Colonv, 
at the Continental Congress, reported. Read and accept- 
ed, as follows, viz : 

Whereas the Hon. John Hancock, Thomas Cushing, 
Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, 
Esquires, have been duly appointed to represent this Co- 
lony at the American Congress, now held at Philadelphia, 
and by their commission are appointed to represent this 
Colony in said Congress, until the last day of December 
next ; and whereas the important business of the Colony 
has hitherto prevented this Court from proceeding to a 
choice of Delegates to represent this Colony in the said 
American Congress, after the said last day of December ; 
and whereas this Court is near adjourning for a short space : 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the lime limited in the said commission 
of the present Delegates of this Colony, now attending the 
American Congress, for their representing this Colony there- 
in, be further extended unto the last day of January next ; 
and the said John Hancock, Thomas Cushing, Samuel 
Adams, John Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, Esquires, 
are hereby fully empowered to act for and represent this 
Colony in the said American Congress, agreeable to their 
former commission, until the last day of January next. 

In Council, November 11, 1775: Read and concurred. 

Benjamin White, Esq., brought down the Resolve for 
continuing Military Officers. 

In Council, November 11, 1775: Read and concurred, 
with amendments. 

Read, and non-concurred in the amendments proposed, 
and the House adhere to their own vote. 

Upon a motion, Ordered, That Major Hawley go with 
a message to the honourable Board, informing them that 
the House have passed on all important publick mattters 
that have come before them, and inquire if the Board have 
done the same. Who returned, that he had delivered the 
message. 

John Taylor, Esq., came down and said that the Board 
had passed on all publick business that had come before 
them from the honourable House. 
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Upon a motion, Ordered, That Colonel Porter go to the 
major part of the honourable Council, and desire a recess 
of the Court till the 29th of this month, if agreeable to their 
Honours. 

Whereupon the Secretary came into the House and de- 
livered the following Message, viz : 

<jjdr. Speaker : 1 am directed by the major part of the 
Council to inform the House that they have consented to 
the enacting the following Bills, viz : A Bill for assessing 
a Tax of Forty-Six Thousand Pounds, for defraying pub- 



lick charges for support of Government ; a Bill to grant 
license to Innholders and Retailers in certain cases ; a Bill 
for fixing out Armed Vessels to defend the Sea-Coast of 
America, and for erecting a Court of Justice to try and 
condemn all Vessels that should be found infesting the 
same. And it is their Honours' pleasure that this Great and 
General Court or Assembly be adjourned to Wednesday, 
the 29th instant, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, then to 
meet at the Meeting-House in Watertown ; and this Court 
is accordingly adjourned to that time and place." 



ADDRESS OF THE MERCHANTS, ETC., OF THE TOWN OF 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

Address of the Merchants, Gentlemen, Traders, and In- 
habitants of the Town and County of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, presented to His Majesty by Sir Walter Blackett 
and Sir Matthew White Ridley, Baronets, their Represen- 
tatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

We, your Majesty's most faithful and loyal subjects, 
Merchants, Gentlemen, Traders, and Inhabitants of the 
Town, and County o{ Newcastle-upon-Tyne, truly sensible 
of the blessings derived to this Kingdom by your Majesty's 
mild an<3 gracious Government, humbly beg leave to assure 
your Majesty of our abhorrence and detestation of the con- 
duct and behaviour of some of our fellow-subjects in America. 

Fully convinced that the authority of the Legislature of 
this Country doth and ought to extend over every part of 
the British Dominions, we sincerely lament that an unjus- 
tifiable spirit of resistance to the legislative power of Great 
Britain should by any means have taken place in the 
minds of any of your Majesty's subjects in the American 
Colonies. 

The clemency of your Majesty's Government leaves us 
no room to doubt that all endeavours will be used to bring 
back our deluded fellow-subjects to the obedience which 
they owe to the Constitution of this Country; a Constitu- 
tion which every honest Briton must be ready, at the hazard 
of his life and fortune, to support, maintain, and defend. 
And we trust that, upon proper submission being made, 
such wholesome laws will be enacted as may do honour to 
the Mother Country, and put the Colonies upon a firm and 
lasting establishment. 

That the Almighty Being, under whom Kings reign, 
may so direct your Majesty's Councils and measures, that 
you may long reign over an united, happy, and free peo- 
ple, is the earnest prayer of, may it please your Majesty, 
your most faithful and loyal subjects. 



melancholy decline of our trade and manufactures, (owing, 
in a great measure, as we apprehend, to the unhappy dis- 
putes with America,) and the gloomy situation of our arti- 
ficers and their families. 

We should be far from wishing to wound your royal ear 
with the lamentations of distress, but truth obliges us to 
approach your throne, and humbly to beseech your Ma- 
jesty to adopt such measures, as in your royal wisdom shall 
seem most expedient, for putting a stop to the further 
effusion of blood, for reconciling Great Britain and her 
Colonies, for reuniting the affections of your now divided 
people, and for establishing, on a permanent foundation, 
the peace, commerce, and prosperity of all your Majesty's 
Dominions. 



PETITION OF THE PRINCIPAL GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE 
CITY OF WORCESTER. 

Petition of the principal Gentlemen, Merchants, Free- 
men, and Inhabitants of the City of Worcester, presented 
to His Majesty by Lord Viscount Mahon and Sir Watkin 
Lewes. 
May it please your Majesty: 

At a time when a part of your Majesty's subjects and 
a few of our fellow-citizens are approaching your royal 
presence with Addresses, which are supposed to Gonvey to 
your Majesty the genuine sentiments of the people of Great 
Britain, will your Majesty permit your dutiful and loyal 
subjects of one, not the most inconsiderable cities in your 
Majesty's Dominions, with unfeigned assurance of attach- 
ment to your royal person and the illustrious House of 
Hanover, thus publickly to bear testimony against them, 
as we hold ourselves bound by every tie of duty to your 
Majesty, to ourselves, and to our Country. 

We think ourselves mora particularly called upon, lest 
the same delusive arts of misrepresentation should be prac- 
tised here with the same success as in America, which have 
involved that Country in a civil war; nor are we without 
apprehensions, that should the same unfortunate measures 
be pursued, when this Kingdom is drained of its forces, 
some Powers in Europe (our natural enemies) may avail 
themselves of the opportunity, and transfer the seat of war 
into this Country. 

We desire likewise to represent to your Majesty the 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN AMERICAN IN LONDON TO 
HIS FRIEND IN WILLIAMSBDRGH, VIRGINIA, DATED NO- 
VEMBER 11, 1775. 

I have just returned from one of the first assemblies in 
Europe, deliberating upon the most important cause that 
perhaps ever engaged the attention of any people. But 
you will not think the result of their deliberations any proof 
of their vast superiority over every other assembly, or at 
least that it arises from their wisdom and love of justice. 
Their power, probably, can be less disputed. You can 
conceive the impatience with which I expected, in the 
House of Lords, their determination upon the Duke of 
Richmond's motion, that the Petition of the Congress 
should be admitted as ground for a reconciliation. But even 
this has been rejected. It was urged as beneath the dig- 
nity of Parliament to treat with a people in actual rebel- 
lion ; that it came from an illegal body ; that it was im- 
properly presented ; that not peace, but independency, was 
the aim of the Colonies. 

Upon these, or such like reasons, the door of pence 
seems no longer to be open. I fear it is the last struggle 
of the minority. Much was expected from the motion ; 
much from the information which Governour Penn would 
afford. He is certainly warmly attached to the American 
cause. 

There is still a conciliatory motion to be made in the 
House of Commons, by Mr. Burke, but I fear it will have 
a similar issue. The King's speech leaves no room to . 
doubt of the measures which will he pursued ; for the mi- 
nority, though gaining some ground, are too weak to do 
any thing effectual. Your fine flourishing Towns, the fair 
hopes of America, will, I suppose, be laid in ashes; but it 
is to be hoped that, like the pbcenix, they will soon rise 
again with new vigour and beauty. 

It is astonishing to find the little effect the Association 
has had ; what strange events have counteracted its effects. 
It has made many enemies, but not one friend. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read November 30, 1775.] 

Ticonderog-a, November 11, 1775, 

Sir: I did myself the honour to address you on the 7ih 
instant, since which I have received no advices from Gen- 
eral Montgomery. I believe he left St. John's on the 6ih, 
with the whole Army, in order to attempt Montreal; and' 
from what I have been able to learn from the prisoners, he 
has the greatest prospect of reaping fresh laurels. 

Colonel Arnold was not arrived at the St. Lawrence on 
the 30th ultimo. I am apprehensive that he suffers much 
from the length of his march, unforeseen difficulties, and 
bad weather. 

We have already had snow here, and I fear that the 
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earth in Canada is covered willi it ; a very trying situation 
for an Army so very deficient in clothing as ours is. I 
feel so much for them in their unhappy situation — destitute 
of every necessary to guard against the inclemency of the 
season — that I have ventured to desire General Montgo- 
mery to purchase clothing for all those who will remain in 
the service. When 1 gave this order, I had not forgot that 
you had conveyed me the resolution of Congress, "that 
they would endeavour to attend to the clothing of the 
troops ;" but the necessity was so pressing that a delay 
might have proved fatal to us, and which, 1 hope, will be 
a sufficient excuse for my presumption. 

Enclose you a return of the officers that were made pri- 
soners at St. John's; that of the men is mislaid, but I think 
they exceed four hundred, exclusive of the Canadians. 

The Seventh and Twenty-Sixth are on their march to 
Connecticut. The Canadian officers wait the arrival of 
their baggage, and I propose sending them to Trenton. I 
am much at a loss what to do with the Canadian privates ; 
they are almost naked, and beg hard to return to their 
families. I have wrote to General Montgomery on the sub- 
ject. If they are to be kept, there will be a necessity of 
clothing them. 

The officers of the Seventh and Twenty-Sixth applied 
to me for blankets and shoes for their men, who are almost 
barefooted. I have no such articles here; and if I had, I 
should not have thought myself justifiable in giving them, 
as we are in great want ourselves. They then asked money, 
and I have ventured to give Major Preston one hundred 
and seventy-two Pounds six Shillings, New- York currency; 
as much to Captain Kinnear, who commanded the Seventh; 
to Capt. Godwin, of the Artillery, forty Pounds; and to the 
officers with Maj. Stopford, about eighty Pounds. I thought 
it best they should supply themselves, especially as they 
consider themselves accountable to me for the money. 

General Washington has honoured me with a letter of 
(he 26th ultimo, which I received on the 5th instant ; in a 
paragraph of which he says : " Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch, 
and Colonel Harrison, Delegates from the Congress, have 
been in the camp for several days, in order to settle the 
plan of continuing and supporting the Army. Their com- 
mission extended to your department ; but, upon considera- 
tion, it appeared so difficult to form any rational plan, that 
nothing was done upon that head. If your time and health 
will admit, 1 should think it highly proper to turn your 
thoughts to this subject, and communicate the result to 
Congress as early as possible." 

What little I can say upon this subject must be an ex- 
tract of my letter in answer to General Washington's, dated 
the 6th inst., in which I say: " I have long since signified 
to Congress the necessity of a delegation from them to this 
place; and in their last to me, of the I2ih ult., they (un- 
fortunately for me) say that it did not appear necessary 
then. I took the liberty to lament that they were not in 
sentiment with me on the subject, and to add that I thought 
it absolutely necessary that one should be sent ; so that I 
hope soon to see some of the gentlemen here. 

" A variety of regulations are necessary to be made in 
this quarter; a task to which I feel myself greatly inade- 
quate, but which, if I had even judgment enough to ar- 
range with propriety, the shattered condition of my consti- 
tution is such that matters so momentous as these should 
not be left to so precarious an event as that of my being 
able to support the fatigue ; for General Montgomery, 
though endowed with shining abilities, will have his time 
so totally engrossed with other matters, that he will not be 
able to attend to these. 

" Should success crown our endeavours at St. John's, of 
which there seems to be little doubt, the entire reduction 
of Canada will, in all probability, be the consequence; an 
event which will open new scenes. An Army to be formed 
and properly disposed of in that quarter; provisions, am- 
munition, and every necessary to be procured for it ; pre- 
parations to be made for the next campaign ; proper places 
to be determined on, and fortifications to be erected to 
defend that Province against attacks that may be made 
on it in the ensuing year ; small craft to be constructed here, 
that a re-enforcement may be speedily sent into Canada in 
case it should be found necessary to support what troops 
may be stationed there ; galleys carrying heavy artillery, 
to prevent vessels of force from coming up the St. Laiv- 
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rence ; a mode of government to be adopted, in a country 
where all will be anarchy and confusion without it ; and 
probably a variety of other interesting regulations to take 
place, that do not just now occur to me." 

In the above extract, Congress will perceive that I have 
treated matters pretty general. The account of the reduc- 
tion of St. John's is come to hand since, and our affairs 
wear so favourable an aspect in Canada, that if Colonel 
Arnold should penetrate to Quebeck, the whole country 
will, in all probability, be in our hands soon ; an event that 
will doubtless be attended with the most salutary conse- 
quences to the Colonies, provided we can keep our ground 
in that Province the ensuing campaign. I shall therefore 
venture to descend a little more into particulars, and to 
give my opinion of what may be necessary in this quarter ; 
but 1 assure you, Sir, that I do this with the greatest diffi- 
dence and deference to the belter judgment of Congress. 

Three thousand men, I conceive, would not be too many 
to remain in Canada this winter : one of these at Quebeck, 
another at Montreal, five hundred at Trois Rivieres, as 
being the principal places in that country ; the remaining 
five hundred at Chamblyand St.Joh7i's. But the season is so 
far advanced that necessity will oblige Congress to be con- 
tent with such numbers, out of the Army now there, as 
can be prevailed upon to stay. But why so large a body 
of troops, when nothing is to be dreaded this winter? It 
will confirm the Canadians of the opinion they begin to 
entertain of the strength of the Colonies ; an opinion which 
should be carefully cultivated, that they may act with vigour 
and spirit, next year, against the attacks which will, in all 
probability, take place early in the spring, as the regular 
troops, which will then be in America, can be easily con- 
veyed to Quebeck. And they ought also to be on the spot, 
in order to repair the fortifications, (which, I am informed, 
want it much,) as soon as the winter gives way. 

The command in Canada should be given to a prudent 
and active officer, and one that has talents to conciliate the 
affections of that people. None more equal to the task 
than the gentleman who now commands the Army there, 
if he will remain. 

But as three thousand men may not be sufficient, even 
with the aid of the Canadians, on whom it may be prudent 
not to place too much dependance, to resist a vigorous at- 
tack, a number of batteaus should be constructed here, in 
addition to those we have, sufficient to convey a large body 
of men into Canada, whenever it may be found necessary. 
I believe one hundred will be sufficient. Every thing 
should be prepared this winter for building these batteaus. 
A quantity of provisions and stores should be carried to 
Fort George. 

The proper places for erecting batteries on the St. Law- 
rence, above Quebeck, should be determined on, and such 
craft constructed as will prevent armed vessels from coming 
up, should the garrison of Quebeck be unable to resist the 
force that may be brought against it. 

Every military department, in this quarter, should be 
put on a proper footing (and widely different from what it 
is at present) at once, to save expense, and that the ser- 
vice may be carried on with that order, the want of which, 
in this campaign, the country will feel in the extra expense, 
and your commanders have experienced with pain ; nor 
will their successors have fewer difficulties to encounter, 
unless such regulations are adopted as have a tendency to 
promote good order, subordination, discipline, and economy; 
for the bulk of mankind, whatever their principles maybe, 
forget to act up to them when it is most necessary that 
they should not deviate from them. A mode of doing this, 
I dare not presume to attempt, standing already too much 
in need of the pardon of Congress for what I have said. 

The oxen which I had purchased, in the beginning of the 
campaign, are nearly worn out for want of proper suste- 
nance, as the hay which I had cut, together with that of 
the inhabitants in this vicinity, has been carried off by the 
excessive floods we have had here. 1 shall therefore dis- 
pose of them to the best advantage I can, and others must 
be bought, in the spring, for it is too expensive to have 
hired carriages on the carrying place. 

Forage is an article that distresses me much ; at any 
rate it cannot be got nearer than Saratoga, and I fear not 
even there, unless 1 can fall upon some method of getting 
the farmers to send their cattle down the country. Thi_s 



1523 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1524 



will be expensive ; but if any works are to go on, as I 
think there will, we must have it. 

I am building ten sleds, to be employed at the saw-mills 
in drawing oak timber for the bottoms and garboard streaks 
of batteaus, or in conveying the cannon from hence to Ca- 
nada or Hudson's River, or in drawing fire-wood for the 
garrisons. The season is so far advanced that I could not 
wait for the sanction of Congress, and have therefore sent 
to Canada for twenty horses, which are much cheaper there 
than with us. 

At each of the lower ferries on Hudson's River, above 
Albany, there are two boats ; the two uppermost have only 
one, and they are small and worn out, so that the detention 
of the provisions and baggage causes not only a very con- 
siderable expense, but retards the service. This evil might 
be guarded against by building four good scows, like those 
on Schuylkill, and have them managed by soldiers picked 
for that purpose; and I believe the expense will hardly 
exceed that of the ferriage we now pay. Should Con- 
gress approve of building these, they will please to order 
two shipwrights up, who know the construction, the soonest 
possible, that the timber may be procured, and the boats, 
if possible, built in the winter. 

'.:■ I had ordered six carriages, for field-pieces, to be con- 
structed at Albany; but they could not be got ready in 
time for the service I intended them for. I will cause them 
to be finished. 

Dr. Stringer has wrote me a letter, copy of which I 
enclose. His observations appear to me just. 
... Conscious that Congress must have a variety of impor- 
tant matters which claim their attention, I am loth to trou- 
ble them with complaints; but Mr. Phelps's conduct has 
been so extraordinary that I beg leave to lay before Con- 
gress copy of two letters I have written on the occasion to 
the Committee of Albany, together with copy of one to 
him. Copies of the various others alluded to, and copies 
of the accounts, I have not thought it necessary to trouble 
you with. The money he received from the Deputy Pay- 
master-General, or so much as remained in his hands, I 
have ordered him to pay to Mr. Livingston, as I durst no 
longer confide in him. In perusing these letters you will 
perceive an overcharge in the account, of seven hundred 
and ninety-three pounds, seventeen shillings, and eleven 
pence half-penny ; and in another, one of four hundred 
and five pounds, five shillings, and seven pence, being the 
difference between one thousand six hundred and thirty- 
eight pounds, fifteen shillings, and eight pence, and one 
thousand two hundred and thirty three pounds, ten shil- 
lings, and one penny. The perquisites of office, by contract, 
when the publick is not charged more than what it would 
have paid to others, I have taken no notice of, because 
they are fair. 

I am, Sir, with the most cordial sentiments of esteem 
and respect, your most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., Sic, &,c. 

[No. 1.] 
■ ■■ Fort George. October 25, 1775. 

Sir : I acknowledged the receipt of your favour of 20th 
instant, enclosing the resolve of Congress respecting the 
General Hospital, in my last, in which I took the liberty to 
point out a material deficiency of officers who are indis- 
pensably necessary in that department, viz: Senior Sur- 
geons and Apothecaries, a Clerk and Steward. I would 
make a few more observations, and then beg you will 
please represent the matter to Congress, who certainly will 
make provision for such officers, and confirm Mr. Wimple, 
who I employed as a Senior Surgeon, as well as the 
Clerk and Steward. 

' The Surgeons, Apothecaries, and respective Mates, as 
well as myself, would no doubt, if agreeable to Congress, 
choose to have commissions — the Clerks and Stewards are 
officers at pleasure. 

Two Seniors and four Mates (exclusive of myself) are 
as small an hospital as the Army under your command 
should take the field with ; and should there be an engage- 
ment it would scarcely be sufficient. 

In the resolution of Congress I am limited to four Mates 
only ; and suppose the necessity for more ever so great, I 



cannot employ them ; and even those four are to be dis- 
missed as the numbers of sick and wounded decrease, so as 
not to require the attendance of the whole, founded, pro- 
bably on a supposition that the hospital was to be confined 
to Albany, where Mates of an inferior class might be 
more readily procured in an emergency ; for no gentleman 
of merit would, on such conditions, enter into the service. 
We had supernumerary Males in the King's Hospital du- 
ring the late war; but they were for the most part continued, 
though not on the establishment, whether there was a mul- 
tiplicity of business or not ; the reason of which appears 
to be this: because that they were capable Mates, and 
already acquainted with the hospital service, and is not 
known how soon there might be a want for them. I must 
further add, that the pay being so small will not be an 
encouragement for gentlemen qualified ; and unless they 
can support themselves as such, they certainly will not 
enter into it. 

I should be glad to know the pay allotted to the Seniors, 
Clerks, and Steward, as soon as convenient, as those in em- 
ploy are in want of subsistence. The Seniors (Surgeons 
and Apothecaries) were last war on a footing; so were 
their Mates, and, as occasion required, did duty indiffer- 
ently in either capacity. 

The aforegoing, Sir, with what further explanation you 
are capable of giving, from your general knowledge of 
every military branch, and the readiness I am convinced 
the Congress are possessed of to make ample provision for 
the sick of their Armies, will, I hope, place the hospital on 
the footing required. 

I am, Sir, with unfeigned sincerity, your most obedient 

and very humble servant, 

_ oamuel Stringer. 

To Major-General Philip Schuyler. 

[No. 3.] 

Ticonderog.i, November 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I did myself the honour to address you 
on the 26th ultimo; since which, I am informed that the 
virulent tongue of scandal has been sporting with my repu- 
tation, and that my character is attempted to be injured by- 
imputations equally groundless and wicked, or frivolous : 
that I have refused to pay persons employed in the pub- 
lick service by the direction of Mr. Phelps and others. 
As your respectable body is composed of gentlemen from 
every part of the County of Albany, I cannot stale matters 
to any others with so much propriety as to you, and there- 
fore entreat your attention. 

I might have been justified, if I had refused to pay Mr. 
Phelps for any expenses incurred by him since the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Livingston, as after that I could not consider 
Mr. Phelps any longer in the character in which he had 
acted until then ; but as the honest creditors of the pub- 
lick ought to be paid, although not employed by the proper 
officer, I scorned the distinction, acting upon principles 
which I have the conscious happiness to approve, and which 
when known, I trust, will entitle me to ihe good opinion of 
you, and all honest men; and such only 1 wish to stand 
well with. 

On Sunday, the 17th September, I met Mr. Trumbull, 
the Paymaster-General, on Lake Champlain, on his way 
to St. John's. In the same boat was Mr. French, the 
younger, who, as his business lay only with me, stepped 
into my boat. Mr. French delivered me a letter from Mr. 
Phelps, copy of which, (No. 1,) and a copy of an account 
which enclosed No. 2, I herewith transmit you. On the 
18th, in the afternoon, I arrived at this place. On the 
19th, Mr. French called on me for an answer. Sick, and 
deeply engajed in answering letters from Congress, Gene- 
ral Washington, and Governonr Trumbull, &c, I be^ed 
him to wait a day or two. On the 20th, at night, I com- 
pleted my despatches, and on the 21st I delivered him a 
letter to Mr. Phtlps, of which No. 3 is a copy, and ver- 
bally recommended to Mr. French to draw out the parti- 
culars of his brother's account, as I could not pay it on so 
general a charge, which you will perceive, in No. 2, is in 
one round sum, £1,638 15s. Sd. 

About the last day of September or first of October, Mr. 
Trumbull returned here. He remained here indisposed, 
and crossed Lake George on the 5th October ; and on the 
6th I sent Mr. P helps a warrant for ten thousand Dollars, 
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enclosed in a letter of which No. 4 is a copy, which went 
by express, together with letters to the Congress, &c.,and 
which reached Albany on the 9th, Mr. Phelps being then 
here, or on his way to this place. Hence it is evident, 
that had Mr. Phelps been at Albany, he would have re- 
ceived the money as early as it had ever been in my power 
to have paid it, even if 1 had not had any objections to his 
account ; and 1 ordered this money to be paid to him, al- 
though I was by no means satisfied with his accounts, as I 
hint in my letter No. 4, but merely for the reasons given 
in the same letter, to wit : " lest the service should suffer, 
through the uneasiness of the publick creditors." 

About the 9th or 10th ultimo, Mr. Phelps arrived here, 
and delivered me his accounts, which, as they required only 
copying from his own book, I might with great ease have 
had on the 1st, ultimo. 

I now found that the dissatisfaction which I had ex- 
pressed at his account, and which arose from a comparison 
of it with some returns I had in my possession, was well 
grounded ; and that I had with great propriety declared to 
him, in my letter No. 3, " that the abstract which you 
have sent me will not justify me to pay so large a sum 
upon ; you must, therefore, send me a very particular 
account of what is due to every person whom you have 
employed, or from whom you have purchased any article 
for the publick service, and then I shall give a warrant to 
have the publick creditors satisfied." But having said that 
I had acted with great propriety in making that declaration 
to Mr. Phelps, and that my dissatisfaction was well ground- 
ed, it is incumbent on me, gentlemen, now to demonstrate 
this to you, which I hope to effect with so much perspi- 
cuity and clearness as not to leave a doubt on your minds, 
if, unfortunately, any should be entertained on account of 
this business, and therefore I entreat your further atten- 
tion. 

You will see by Mr. Phelps's account, marked No. 2, 
which 1 beg you will particularly observe to be dated the 
11th of September, that it amounts to £5,535 3s. 5£d. 
You will also please to observe that his account marked 
No. 5 is dated on the 5th October, and the charges made 
up to the 29th September, amounts to only £3,560 5s. 2d. ; 
to which add Mr. French's account, marked No. 6, amounts 
to £1,612 0s. lid., and the whole will make, together, 
only £5,172 6s. Id. The last account, therefore, less 
than the first, by £362 lis. 4%d. 

Here, gentlemen, it is clearly demonstrated that his last 
account is £362 17s. 4%d. less than what he charged the 
publick with in his first ; and yet, what is very remarkable, 
that between the 11th September and the 29th of the same 
month, inclusive, the article for transportation to Fort 
George, as charged Mr. Phelps in his last account, and 
by me marked A in the copy, amounts to £309 15s. ; be- 
sides several additional charges, made in other parts of the 
account, for sick, fcc, and by me marked M in the copy, 
amounting to £121 5s. Id.— making £793 17s. 11 \d. 
(See abstract D.) So that it is here proved, to a demon- 
stration, that the first account was overcharged in the sum 
of £793 17s. ll£r/. ; and yet, in his letter to me marked 
No. 1, he asks me for the additional sum of five or six 
hundred Pounds. 

You will please to observe that none of the baggage car- 
riages are charged in either the first or last accounts, as he 
had not received the certificates, which he acknowledges 
in the note at the bottom of his last account, by me marked 
X; consequently, they have no influence on this state, the 
one way or the other. 

Whence, then, it may be asked, does this amazing dif- 
ference arise ? An attention to what has been observed 
will point it ont ; but, for the greater perspicuity, 1 will 
state and particularize it another way: 

In his first account, of the 11th September, he charges 
six hundred and five wagon loads carried to Fort George, 
as per receipts, amounting to £2,117 10s.; seventy -four 
ox-cart loads, as above, amounting to £518 — making 
£2,635 10s. 

By his last account, which I beg you will please to ex- 
amine, you will find that all the wagon loads carried to 
Fort George, to the 1 1th September, inclusive, as charged 
in his last account, were only four hundred and sixty-seven 
and a half, which, with one omitted on the 28th August, 
noted as such in the foot of his account, amounts to £ 1 ,638 



14s. ; and the cart loads were only fifty-two and seven- 
tenths, amounting to £366 9s. — making £2,005 3s. The 
last account of carriages (to the 11th September, inclusive) 
less than the first, by £630 7s. ; to which, if there be 
added the aggregate of the sundry other articles in his first 
account, which in the copy are marked with the letter L, 
many of which in the last account are charged less than in 
the first, and some totally omitted, for what reason I do 
not pretend to say, and which amount to £166 7s. lid., 
(see abstract E,) the whole will be £796 7s. 1 id. ; which 
is only 56s. 1 l%d. more than what I made it by the first 
state, and occasioned, probably, by mistakes in summing 
up the accounts. 

It is worthy of observation, that although so much wa- 
gonage and cartage was performed between the date of Mr. 
Phelps's first account and the day to which his last is made 
up, yet the sum of the whole does not amount to his first 
charge, by £318 3s. How, then, Mr. Phelps could say, 
as he has done, that these charges in his first account were 
made from receipts, I leave him to reconcile. 

But perhaps it may be said, that Mr. Phelps gave Mr. 
French a considerable quantity of stores to carry to Fort 
George, and that he charged these in the first accounts; 
Should this subterfuge be attempted to be taken, it will 
not by any means do ; for the transportation of all these 
articles is fully charged in Mr. French's account, as I can 
most clearly evince, and as you may see by recurring to 
it. And indeed, gentlemen, I have now in my possession 
the most indubitable proof that Mr. Phelps, or his clerks, 
knew that these articles were charged by Mr. French, and 
included in the £1,638 15s. 8d. charged the publick. 
This proof, gentlemen, I do not now transmit you, but 
shall lay them before you on some future day, should Mr. 
Phelps contest what I have asserted. 

But I am charged with refusing to pay seventy shillings 
for carrying a load to Fort George. No part of my letter 
of the 21st September, to Mr. Phelps, could ever authorize 
such an assertion. I was willing to allow what the Crown 
had, and no more; and although I am still in doubt whe- 
ther that was sixty or seventy shillings, yet, when Mr. 
Phelps was here, I told him that, at any rate, if he had 
promised seventy shillings, they must have it, however it 
might go with him. He said he had not, but that he had 
been informed that that allowance had been made them 
heretofore. I replied, if it was so, they should have it 
now,* but that 1 was not certain what had been given. He 
then asked me if the Committee of Albany would advise 
the payment of that sum, if 1 would allow it; to which I 
answered, positively, yes ; and the like answer with respect 
to those who had kept sick soldiers, which I conceived 
were chaTged too high. 

Mr. Phelps asked me what allowance he should make 
those wagoners that had carried baggage. I replied, twelve 
shillings per day. He said he had intended them only 
ten. I then gave the following reason why they should 
have twelve: because, with troops, they were obliged to 
halt whenever the troops did, and could not carry a suffi- 
ciency of forage, which they often were obliged to pur- 
chase ; that when they had no troops they stopped when 
and where they liked, and took the advantage of places 
where they could get provisions and forage cheap. 

I am informed he says he has no money for those that 
carried baggage. He has no money from me to discharge 
any particular account. What he has is on account, and 
to pay every creditor of the publick, as far as it goes; and 
when I get the remainder of his account, which he pro- 
mised immediately to send, and which I have not yet got, 
(although he has been gone about twenty days from here,) 
I shall pay what is due. 

Reports have prevailed, that I refused to pay the carpen- 
ters employed in the publick service. When jhe first carpen- 
ters were discharged, I had not sufficiency of money to pay 
them all, and some returned without their pay ; those that 
were paid had their accounts made up from the day of my 
arrival at Fort George, and I certified it so on the back of 
their accounts or discharges. But it is asked why they 
were not paid from the time they entered into the service. 
For this most evident reason : because they were engaged 

*In a letter to Walter Livingston, Esq., of the 14th ult., I say, «' I think 
70». too much ; but, since the wagoners have been promised it, thej 
ought to hare it." This, alone, would be a refutation of that charge. 
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by the Committee of Albany, previous to my taking the 
command ; and I could not, without the spirit of divination, 
know what money, or whether any, had been advanced 
them by that respectable body, as I was not possessed of 
their accounts. 

A considerable number of Mr. Bratt's parly were dis- 
charged in my absence ; these, therefore, 1 could not pos- 
sibly pay. When Mr. Bratt left this, 1 gave him, unasked, 
£150; because, as I observe to him, killing time was ap- 
proaching, and the carpenters might want some money 
before I could reach Albany. I dare say Mr. Bratt will 
do roe the justice to acknowledge this. 

I am also charged with refusing to let some of them 
return home when they applied for it, and that I kept them 
contrary to their inclinations. This charge I frankly avow 
to be well. founded; but, gentlemen, if the Army had not 
been able to proceed, or if, after having proceeded, it had 
been under the necessity of returning for want of provi- 
sions, which could only be carried in boats, would you or 
any other of my judicious countrymen have allowed it as 
a sufficient excuse, if I had said the carpenters wanted to 
go home, and I would not prevent them, lest I should give 
offence, ._ I have the fullest confidence, gentlemen, that 
no such excuse would be taken ; and, consequently, I shall 
be justified in this. And indeed, gentlemen, that I have 
had a hard, a very hard task to procure a sufficiency of craft 
for both purposes, 1 can bring a variety of gentlemen to attest. 
I am also charged with giving them but barely time to 
eat their victuals, and setting them to work at sunrise, and 
obliging them to work till sunset. Here, too, so far as it 
relates to that period previous to my departure hence with 
the Army, I also plead guilty. I reached this the 18th 
July, and, except thirteen or fourteen batteaus that were 
built at Fort George, not one earthly thing was prepared. 
1 had saw-mills to repair, timber and every other individual 
thing to procure, gun-carriages to build, vessels of force to 
construct — the season far advanced, and had orders to 
penetrate into Canada with an Army. In this situation, 
under the sanguine expectations of all the Continent, let 
those that find fault with my conduct in this instance con- 
ceive themselves in my situation, and reflect coolly on what 
would have been their duty in such a case, as I trust that 
they would justify me without the least hesitation. 

I am not so totally ignorant of mankind as not to know 
that the character of every man sustaining a publick office 
becomes the subject of general animadversion. In a free 
Country it ought not to be otherwise. It is, however, a 
duty every man owes to himself to justify his conduct, 
that the envious, whose food is venom and detraction, and 
who are continually spewing out poison, may not mislead 
the honest, the ignorant, and the unwary. I hope I have 
succeeded in this. 

I have, gentlemen, detained you long, and trespassed 
much upon your patience, for which I have to entreat your 
pardon. I hope I have made good my assertion, that the 
imputations were "equally groundless and wicked, or fri-- 
volous." If you are of the same opinion, you will be so 
good as to do me the justice to contradict the reports in 
any manner you may think proper. If your opinion should 
not coincide with mine, your justice and your candour will 
induce you to Let me know in what particulars; and if I 
cannot gainsay it, I shall penitentially kiss the rod, being 
ever willing to abide by the judgments of so respectable a 
body. 

I am, Gentlemen, with sentiments of esteem and re- 
spect, your most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Committee of Albany. 

P. : S s ._AjlI mean to be frank with all men, I write Mr. 
Fhetps L~y "this opportunity. I have taken the liberty to 
enclose bun a copy of this letter. 

[No. 3.\ 

Ticonderoga, November 7, 1775. 

Sir: Your letter of the 31st October, with the accounts 
it enclosed, was delivered me on the 5th instant, by Mr. 
French. 

You say you have examined Mr. French's account, 
which you now send me, and find nothing in it but what is 
fair and reasonable. I have also examined it, and believe 



it to be just ; and in the enclosed state you will perceive 
that, after every charge is made, with the addition of £27 
for transporting baggage for the troops under Colonel 
Ritzcma, his whole account, up to the I lth September, 
inclusive, amounts to no more than £1,233 10*. Id. Why, 
then, did you charge in your account Mr. French's bill for 
provisions, boating, and wagons, £1,638 15*. 8d., the par- 
ticulars of which were then in your possession, as Mr. 
French has here frankly acknowledged, in the presence of 
three gentlemen ; and, indeed, that you knew the exact 
quantity of provisions he had forwarded, I had sufficient 
proof of before, from under your own hand, of which I 
have convinced Mr. French. 

I know that it is difficult to ascertain the loads of bag- 
gage that have been rid ; it is not even necessary, except 
in the accounts ; but why, out of the money which I have 
given you, have you not paid such wagoners as produced 
their certificates? Does my warrant express that it was 
for any particular payments ? Had I any more than your 
first general account when 1 gave that warrant? Did not 
that warrant reach Albany about the very time, or even 
before you arrived at this place with the particulars of your 
account; and did not I tell you here, that the baggage 
wagons should have twelve shillings per day ? You know 
I did, and in the presence of gentlemen who recollect it. 

You say, when you drew up the first stating of your ac- 
counts, they were in a manner incorrect and uncertain. It 
is as evident as that two and two is four, from the very 
face of the first account, that you had the bills for the ar- 
ticles purchased, as also those for freight, and those for 
keeping the sick. I have already observed that you had 
Mr. French's, and that I can prove it ; and I have it from 
under your own hand, that you knew, at the very time 
you made that account, the exact number of carriages 
that had carried provisions to Fort George, as well those 
charged in Mr. French's account as part of the £1,638 " 
15*. Sd., as those charged in your account to the amount 
of £2,635 10*. ; and the remaining articles were of trifling 
amount. 

You go on, Sir, and say "you made an accurate cast of 
the wagons and ox teams employed to carry provisions to 
the lake, which, if you remember right, was about three 
hundred wagons and fifty ox teams; and, from the best 
accounts you had, you thought the baggage wagons might 
amount to as much more, and about twenty ox teams," 
for which reason you included them; this is not only a 
curious, but a very extraordinary assertion. You made an 
accurate cast. Here you confess that you had it in your 
power to know exactly what provisions went, and you 
thought the baggage wagons might amount to about three 
hundred, and about twenty ox carts. This would be a 
round sum, nothing less than £1190, if they had not 
been detained one day. But you knew, Sir, that Mr. 
French had charged for carrying up Colonel fVaterbury's 
corps, which consisted of one thousand men, complete, 
and that it amounted only to £106 2s,, including £33 
18*. for carrying the provisions Colonel Waterbury had 
with him. You are then, Sir, a most wretched calculator 
to suppose that the other troops that were sent up pre- 
vious to the 11th September, and which you will find, on 
examination, not to exceed fifteen hundred men, at most, 
should have amounted to such a sum. 

But, Sir, the assertion is not true, that you made a charge 
of baggage wagons in the first six hundred and five, for 
these reasons : 

First. Because you confess you have no account of 
them, and these six hundred and five wagons were charged 
as per receipts. 

Secondly. Because I can prove, from tinder your own 
hand, by your own returns, that you had forwarded provi- 
sions to that amount, including what you delivered to Mr. 
French; and that you included all that in your account, 
although you knew that Mr. French had charged it in his. 
And lastly. Because you here confessed, in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Bedford, the Muster-Master General, Captain 
Bitcll, and Captain Variek, that you were con vineed there 
was an overcharge, but did not know how it happened ; 
protesting then that you were innocent of any intentional 
fraud, which, for your sake, I hope that you will fix on the 
persons that were. 

The other trifling charges which you mention to hova 
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made by mistake, I can conceive to be very possible: they 
are to be rectified. 

The baggage of General Wooster's Regiment is upon a 
footing with all the other, and to be paid as those of the 
New- York Regiments, without any discrimination, for 
which I shall give order. 

You have, Sir, by this time received the copy of my 
letter to the Committee of Albany. I enclose this to that 
respectable body, and beg them, after reading it, to deliver 
it to you. 

I have found you, Sir, to say the least I can, incompe- 
tent to the charge that was conferred on you. I dare not 
give you a warrant for any more money ; and you are, 
therefore, to observe the enclosed orders, which 1 expect 
you will not make the least delay in complying with, that 
the publick creditors may be immediately paid, and the 
service not suffer; and that I may in future have no com- 
plaints that the people remain unpaid, who have become 
the honest creditors of the publick. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, pmLip ScHUVLER . 

To Mr. Elisha Phelps, Deputy Commissary. 

[No. 4.] 

Ticondoroga, November 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I again presume to trouble you on the 
same disagreeable subject which occasioned my last, and 
therefore entreat you to read the enclosed letter, of which 
1 beg you to order a copy to be made, as also of the order 
it encloses. This is a trouble I can only apologize for by 
want of time. Pray be so good as to cause Mr. Phelps's 
letter to be delivered unsealed, and by a proper person, 
that has compared it with your copy ; I wish the day may 
bejioted. 

I shall by this conveyance send orders to Mr. Living- 
ston to pay off every person whom Mr. Phelps has em- 
ployed, his clerks excepted, or from whom he has purchased 
any article for the publick service; but this cannot be done 
until he gets Mr. Phelps's accounts, as he will not be able 
to know what money has been advanced. Mr. Phelps need 
not to be above two days in doing this with great accuracy. 

Be pleased to let Mr. Livingston have a copy of the 
order to Mr. Phelps, and, if he should have occasion, a copy 
of the accounts which I have transmitted you in my last, 
and which is marked No. 5. p mLTp ScHuyLEH . 

To the Committee of Albany. 

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read November 20, 1775.] 

Lebanon, Connecticut, November 11, 1775. 

Sir : I am desired by the General Assembly of this Co- 
lony to write to the Continental Congress, and state the 
matters relative to the prisoners here. Enclosed is the 
resolution of our Assembly, with the copies of the letters 
and papers therein desired to be transmitted. 

Captain Delaplace and family are at Hartford; the 
soldiers taken with him at Ticonderoga and Crown Point 
are removed, and employed in several Towns near that. 
Ensign Morland, who belonged to that garrison, and af- 
terwards sent here, was ordered into a good family in 
Windsor; he is unwilling to stay at the place of his des- 
tination. Govemour Skene, with his son, are in a society 
belonging to Hartford. Major French, with his compan- 
ions, are at present in that Town ; the enclosures will show 
their circumstances and requests ; also, the motion of Cap- 
tain Delaplace. The situation and circumstances of Mid- 
dhtown render that an improper place for the officers. 
There is an Episcopal missionary at Simsbury ; I have no 
objection to that place, if desirable to them ; it is not much 
odds in its distance from Boston. There is one prisoner 
at Windham, who was taken with three negro men, two of 
which negroes were taken by Captain Wallace, of the Rose, 
man-of-war, from Govemour Cooke, of Providence, on 
board his packet laden with rum, which was seized ; the 
other from Mr. Collins, of Neivport. This man and ne- 
groes were put on board a sloop taken by Captain Wallace 
at the time be cannonaded Stonington. The sloop by a 
gale of wind was driven into New-London harbour, and 
was retaken there ; the negroes and sloop restored to the 
owners ; the man, a small officer on board the ship, is re- 



tained. Major-General Schuyler hath lately sent hither 
the prisoners taken at La Prairie or thereabout ; and, by 
his letter of the 27th of October, ult., informs me that he 
intendeth to order the officers and soldiers, with the women 
and children, in all near two hundred, taken at Chambly, 
into this Colony, under my direction. I have given orders 
to the Committee appointed to take care of, provide for, 
and inspect the prisoners sent into this Colony, to send to 
Great Harrington and Canaan, to stay them at the latter ; 
that one or more of the Committee meet them imme- 
diately after the knowledge of their arrival, to make ne- 
cessary provision, and give directions for their reception 
and entertainment in several Towns in the County of Litch- 
field, so as persons of the same family be not separated; 
that being the nearest part of the Colony to the place of 
their dwelling. At the same time that the United Colonies 
lament the necessity of taking up arms for the safety and 
defence of their rights and liberty, they may thankfully 
rejoice in the success of those arms, and in hope of future 
prosperity: I do therefore congratulate you on the suc- 
cess at Chambly, on the hope of a speedy reduction of Si. 
John's, of the security of the Province of Quebeck, in their 
own and our interest, and thereby of preventing the In- 
dians taking up the hatchet against these Colonies. 

Please, Sir, to lay the resolve of our Assembly, with 
the papers enclosed, before the honourable Congress, for 
their consideration and answer. 

I have been informed that disturbances have happened 
at Westmoreland, on the Susquehannah River — some of 
the Connecticut people going to the west branch ; whether 
prudently or not, it was done without direction of Govern- 
ment, and, I believe, without any from the Company. They 
were attacked by claimers under Mr. Penn, fired upon, 
their effects taken from them, and some imprisoned. This 
Colony have asserted their claim to those lands, the case 
is carried to England, and properly pursued there ; and 
from a letter from our agents, lately received, there appears 
a probability that Commissioners will be appointed in this 
Country, to hear and determine the case, with liberty to 
either party to appeal. I lament that interested indivi- 
duals, joined with the enemies of the rights of the Colonies, 
have at this time such an handle to cause division and mis- 
chief between these two Colonies on that head. It is far 
from our design to take any advantage in the case from the 
present unhappy difference with Great Britain. Our 
desire is that no advantage be taken on either side ; but at 
a proper time, and before competent judges, to have the 
different claims to those lands litigated, settled, and de- 
termined ; in the mean time, to have this lie dormant, 
until the other all important controversy is brought to a 
close. The wisdom of the Congress, I trust, will find means 
to put a stop to all altercations between this Colony and 
Mr. Penn, and the settlers under each, until a calm and 
peaceable day. The gun and bayonet are not the consti- 
tutional instruments to adjust and settle real claims ; neither 
will insidious methods turn to account, for such as make 
them their pursuit. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, 

¥¥ . , ., 7 t, Jonathan Trumbull. 

Hon. John Hancock, .Lsq. 

At a General Assembly of the Govemour and Compa- 
ny of the Colony of Connecticut, holden at New-Haven, 
on the second Thursday of October, 1775: 

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Go- 
vemour be desired to write to the Continental Congress, 
and state the several matters relative to the prisoners of war 
who now are or hereafter shall be brought into this Colony, 
and request the direction of said Congress in what manner 
the officers and soldiers who are prisoners as aforesaid shall 
be provided for and supported, and bow and in what manner 
the expense incurred thereby shall be defrayed; and that 
his Honour transmit therewith a copy of General Wash- 
ington's letters to the Committee of Inspection at Hart- 
ford, respecting Major French and his companions ; also, 
said French's request, contained in his billet to, Mr. Paine; 
and Captain William Delaplace's memorial, preferred to 

this Assembly. 

A true copy of record, examined by, 

George Wyllys, Secretary. 
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Hartford, October 23, 1775. 

Your memorialist, in behalf of himself and brother offi- 
cers, now prisoners in Hartford, being deprived ol every 
means whereby to get money, do request that your Hon- 
our and the honourable the General Assembly, now con- 
vened at New-Haven, will take their case into your most 
$erious consideration, and that they may be supplied with 
cash, at least as much as their subsistence amounts to since 
their being here ; they giving an order on their agent 
or Paymaster for their acceptance. This granted, shall 
esteem as a great favour done to your most obedient ser- 

' William Delaplace. 

To His Excellency Governour Trumbull, and the Hon- 
ourable the General Assembly, now convened at New- 
Haven. 

Hartford, June 27, 1775. 

._ Whereas the Committee appointed by your Excellency 
and the honourable Assembly have come to a resolution to 
al]owjis., your memorialists, two dollars per week for our 
board, we beg leave to address your Honour, and the Com- 
mittee of War, to take the matter into your serious consi- 
deration, as it is by no means adequate to our rank in the 
Army, nor can we, in the present situation of affairs, re- 
ceive any assistance from our friends. 

William Delaplace, 
Andrew Philip Skene, 
Joseph Morland. 



COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS TO THEIR DELEGATES IN THE 
CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Watertown, November 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The manifest militation between the re- 
solve which passed the honourable the American Congress 
on the 9th of June last, relative to establishing civil Go- 
vernment in this Colony, and the resolve which passed the 
Congress on the 18th last July, pointing to a method how 
the Militia should be regulated in the several United Ame- 
rican Colonies, hath caused some altercation between the 
honourable House of Representatives and the Council. 
The House have claimed, by virtue of the last resolve, a 
right to a voice in the choice (with the Council) of the 
Militia Officers in this Colony. The Council have consi- 
dered themselves bound to act in conformity to (he last- 
mentioned resolve; but such is the prevailing sentiment of 
the House that they have a right to join in the election of 
military officers, that it will be difficult for the Council 
longer to stem the torrent of a measure so popular, unless 
absolutely directed thereto by the honourable Congress. 
The Council hope an order of that kind will not take place. 
They rather wish the representatives of the people may 
be gratified in this claim, as we think it will promote the 
peace of the Colony and the publick cause. You will 
think of the matter, and give us your advice, either with or 
without consulting your brethren of the Congress, as you 

shall judge best. T .-. „ •, , 

J ° James Otis, 1 resident. 

To i the Massachusetts Delegates in Continental Congress. 



., COUNCIL ^^MASSACHUSETTS TO JOHN HANCOQK. 

'. ',..■,. ,,., . [Read November 20, 1775.] 

Council Chamber, November 11, 1775. 

Gentlemen : Captain Robbins, from Ireland, bound to 
Boston, was taken, on Tuesday last, by one of our boats, 
and carried into Beverly. This vessel is loaded with pro- 
visions. He brought a number of letters for the officers 
in the Army and others.* We sent them to General fVash- 

* Watertown, November 13, 1775. — Wednesday list Captain Rob. 
bins, bound from Ireland for Boston, in a schooner laden with beef, 
tongues, butter, potatoes, and eggs, (all much wanted for the butcher- 
ing assassins. there,) was taken by a privateer from Beverly, and car- 
ried in there. Captain Robbins, who has been brought to Town, in- 
forms ue that he left Ireland the 24th of September ; at which time 
five Regiments were embarking on board seven ships 'and one brig for 
Boston, and it was said that those were all the troops destined_ hence 
this fall, though a large re-enforcement was to be sent in the spring, 
to make up an army of twenty-two thousand five hundred men. Cap- 
tain Robbins brought papers to the 1.6th of September, which are not 
come to hand, lie likewise says the common people of Ireland were 
almost unanimous in favour of the Americans, and that only those in 
the service of 'Government appeared against us. 



inglon, for his perusal ; and we now despatch a messen- 
ger (Revere) with them to the honourable Congress. 
In the name and by order of the Council : 

James Otis, President. 
Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read November 20, 1775.] 

Cambridge, November 11, 1775. 

Sir: I had the honour to address myself to you the 
8th instant, by Captain Macpherson; since which, I have 
an account of a schooner, laden chiefly with fire- wood, 
being brought into Marblehead by the armed Schooner 
Lee, Captain Manly. She had on board the master, a 
Midshipman, two marines, and four sailors, from the Cer- 
berus, man-of-war, who had made prize of this schooner a 
few days before, and was sending her into Boston. 

Enclosed you have a copy of an act passed this session 
by the honourable Council and House of Representatives 
of this Province. It respects such captures as may be 
made by vessels fitted out by the Province or by indivi- 
duals thereof. As the armed vessels fitted out at the Con- 
tinental expense do not come under this law, I would have 
it submitted to the consideration of Congress to point out 
a more summary way of proceeding to determine the pro- 
perty and mode of condemnation of such prizes as have 
been or hereafter may be made, than is specified in this 
act. Should not a Court be established, by authority of 
Congress, to take cognizance of prizes made by the Conti- 
nental vessels? Whatever the mode is which they are 
pleased to adopt, there is an absolute necessity of its being 
speedily determined on ; for I cannot spare time, from 
military affairs, to give proper attention to these matters. 

The inhabitants of. Plymouth have taken a sloop, laden 
with provisions, &c, from Halifax, bound to Boston; and 
the inhabitants of Beverly have, under cover of one of the 
armed schooners, taken a vessel from Ireland, laden with 
beef, pork, butter, &c, for same place. The latter brings 
papers and letters of a very interesting nature, which are 
in the hands of the honourable Council, who informed me 
they will transmit them to you by this conveyance. To 
the contents of these letters and papers I must beg leave 
to refer you and the honourable Congress, who will now 
see the absolute necessity there is of exerting all their wis- 
dom to withstand the mighty efforts of our enemies. 

The trouble I have, in the arrangement of the Army, 
is really inconceivable. Many of the officers sent in their 
names to serve, in expectation of promotion ; others stood 
aloof, to see what advantage they could make for them- 
selves ; whilst a number, who had declined, have again 
sent in their names to serve. So great has the confusion 
arising from these and many other perplexing circum- 
stances been, that I found it absolutely impossible to fix 
this very interesting business exactly on the plan resolved 
on in conference, though 1 have kept up to the spirit, as 
near as the nature and necessity of the case would admit 
of. The difficulty with the soldiers is as great, indeed 
more so, if possible, than with the officers. They will not 
enlist, until they know their Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Major, Captain, &c, so that it was necessary to fix the offi- 
cers the first thing; which is, at last, in some manner done, 
and I have given out enlisting orders.' You, Sir, can much 
easier judge than I can express the anxiety of mind 1 
must labour under on this occasion, especially at this time, 
when we may expect the enemy will begin to act, on the 
arrival of their re-enforcement, part of which is already 
come, and the remainder daily dropping in. I have other 
distresses, of a very alarming nature. The arms of our 
soldiery are so exceeding bad, that I assure you, Sir, I 
cannot place a proper confidence in them, Our powder is 
wasting fast, notwithstanding the strictesrenre, economy, 
and attention, is paid to it. The long series, of wet weather 
we have had renders the greater part of what has been 
served out to the men of no use ; yesterday 1 had a proof 
of it, as a party of the enemy, about four or five hundred, 
taking the advantage of a high tide, landed at Lechmere's 
Point, which, at that time, was in effect an island. We 
were alarmed, and, of course, ordered every man to exa- 
mine his cartouch-box ; when the melancholy truth ap- 
peared, and we were obliged to. furnish the greater part of 
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them with fresh ammunition. The damage done at the 
point was the taking of a man who watched a few horses 
and cows ; ten of the latter they carried off. Colonel 
Thompson marched down with his Regiment of Riflemen, 
and was joined by Colonel Woodbridge, witli a part of 
his and a part of Patterson's Regiment, who gallantly 
waded through the water, and soon obliged the enemy to 
embark, under cover of a man-of-war, a floating battery, 
and the fire of a battery on Charlestown Neck. We have 
two of our men dangerously wounded by grape-shot from 
the man-of-war: and, by a flag out this day, we are in- 
formed the enemy lost two of their men. 

[ have the honour to be, with my best respects to the 
Congress, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

tj r i i7 7 George Washington. 

Hon. John Hancock. 

ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 9, 1775. 
(Parole, Amlovcr.) (Countersign, Bedford. J 

To prevent any false alarm, notice is hereby given that 
the Rifle Battalion will discharge their arms to-morrow at 
twelve, noon. 

Head. Quarters, Cambridge, November 10, 1775. 
(Parole, Cumberland.) (Countersign, Durham.) 

The General thanks Colonel Thompson, and the other 
gallant officers and soldiers, (as well of other Regiments 
as the Riflers,) for their alacrity yesterday, in pushing 
through the water to get to the enemy on Lechmere's 
Point. He is informed that there were some (names as 
yet unknown) who discovered a backwardness in crossing 
the causeway; these will be marked, if they can be dis- 
covered. The General was much surprised and concerned 
to see the order in which many of the arms, in several of 
the Regiments, appeared; he had not time to inquire the 
names of the particular officers to whose Companies they 
belonged, but desires that this hint may be received, as an 
admonition, by such officers as are conscious of their ne- 
glect of this duty, as other methods will be fallen upon, if 
it is not. 

In the sixteenth year of the reign of George the Third, 
King, fyc. 

An Act for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Vessels 
to defend the Sea-Coast of America, and for erecting 
a Court to try and condemn all Vessels that shall be 
found infesting the same. 

Whereas the present Administration of Great Britain, 
being divested of justice and humanity, and strangers to 
that magnanimity and sacred regard for liberty which in- 
spired their venerable predecessors, have been endeavour- 
ing, through a series of years, to establish a system of des- 
potism over the American Colonies, and, by their venal 
and corrupt measures, have so extended their influence over 
the British Parliament, that, by a prostituted majority, it is 
now become a political engine of slavery; and whereas the 
military tools of these our unnatural enemies, while re- 
strained by the united forces of the American Colonies from 
proceeding in their sanguinary career of devastation and 
slaughter, are infesting the sea-coasts with armed vessels, 
and daily endeavouring to distress the inhabitants, by burn- 
ing their Towns, and destroying their dwellings with their 
substance, plundering live stock, and making captures of 
provision and other vessels, being the property of said inha- 
bitants: And whereas their Majesties, King William and 
Queen Mary, by the royal Charter of this Colony, " for 
themselves, their heirs, and successors, did grant, establish, 
and ordain, that in the absence of the Governour and Lieu- 
tenant-Governour of the Colony, a majority of the Council 
shall have full power, by themselves, or by any chief com- 
mander, or other officer or officers, to be appointed. by 
them from time to time for the special defence of their said 
Province or Territory, to assemble in martial array and 
put in warlike posture the inhabitants of their said Province 
or Territory, and to lead and conduct them, and with them 
to encounter, expulse, resist, and pursue by force of arms, 
as well by sea as by land, within or without the limits of 
their said Province or Territory; and also to kill, slay, de- 
stroy, and conquer, by all fitting ways, enterprises, and 
means, whatsoever, all and every such person and persons 



as should at any time thereafter attempt or enterprise the 
destruction, invasion, detriment, or annoyance of their said 
Province or Territory, and to lake and surprise, by all ways 
and means whatsoever, all and every person and persons, 
with their ships, arms, ammunition, and other goods, as 
should, in a hostile manner, invade or attempt the inva- 
ding, conquering, or annoying of their said Province or 
Territory :" And whereas it is expressly resolved by the 
Grand Congress of America, " that each Colony, at their 
own expense, make such provision, by armed vessels or 
otherwise, as their respective Assemblies, Conventions, or 
Committees of Safety, shall judge expedient and suitable 
to their circumstances and situations, for the protection of 
their harbours and navigation on the sea-coasts against all 
unlawful invasion, attacks, and depredations, from cutters 
and ships of war;" and it is the duty and interest of this 
Colony to exert itself, as well for the purpose of keeping 
supplies from the enemy, as for those mentioned in the 
paragraphs of the Charier and Resolve now recited : 

Therefore, for the more effectually carrying into execu- 
tion the purposes aforesaid, Be it enacted by the Council 
and House of Representatives in General Court assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, That all armed and 
other vessels which shall be brought into this Colony, arid 
have been found making unlawful invasions, attacks, or 
depredations on the sea-coasts or navigation of any part of 
America, or improved in supplying the Fleet and Army 
which have been or shall at any time be employed against 
the United Colonies, or employed by the said enemy in 
any respect whatsoever ; and also all vessels, whose masters 
or supercargoes shall have had designs of carrying supplies 
of any kind to the enemy, or that shall be returning from 
the enemy after having carried such supplies, and shall be 
convicted thereof, as is herein provided, such vessel or ves- 
sels, with their appurtenances and cargoes, shall be deemed 
forfeited, and* shall be disposed of as is by this act hereafter 
ordered and directed. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That the Council of this Colony, or the mnjor part of them, 
shall be fully empowered to commission, with letters of 
marque and reprisal, any person or persons, within this 
Colony, who shall at his or their own expense fix out and 
equip for the defence of America any vessel, as also any 
person who shall, by the owner of such vessel, be recom- 
mended therefor: and that all such persons, so commis- 
sioned as aforesaid, shall have full power, with such other 
persons as they shall engage to their assistance, to sail on 
the seas, attack, take, and bring into any port in this Colo- 
ny, all vessels offending or employed by the enemy as 
aforesaid ; and also to retake, and bring in as aforesaid, any 
vessel or vessels that may be taken from any person or 
persons by said enemy. 

Provided always, and be it further enacted, That the 
master or owner of such vessel shall, at the time he receives 
such commission, enter into bond, with one sufficient surety 
at least, for the faithful discharge of his office, and obser- 
ving the law of this Colony relating to armed vessels; which 
bond shall be in the form following, viz: 

" Know all men by these presents, that we, A B and 
CD, of — , &.c, are holden and stand firmly bound and 
obliged unto the Treasurer and Receiver-General of the 
Colony aforesaid, in the full and just sum of — , to be 
paid unto the said Treasurer and Receiver- General, or to 
his successor in said office ; to the true payment whereof 
we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and administra- 
tors, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Seal- 
ed with our seals, the — day of — , Anno Domini 17 — . 
The condition of the aforewritten obligation is such, that 
whereas the said A B hath, on the day of the date 
hereof, received a commission to command an armed ves- 
sel called the — , burden about — tons, — - to make repri- 
sals of all armed and other vessels that shall be found 
supplying the enemy or acting counter to a law of this 
Colony, entitled 'An Act for encouraging the fixing out 
of Armed Vessels to defend the Sea-Coast of America, 
and for erecting a Court to try and condemn all Vessels 
that shall be found infesting the same.' If, therefore, the 
said A B shall and do in and by all things, well and truly 
observe and fulfil such instructions as he shall receive from 
the Council of this Colony, and shall in all respects con- 
form himself to the directions given in and by the act 
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aforesaid, then the aforewritten obligation to be void, other- 
wise. .tQ.ieciain.in fulLfoxcg.". „__.. . , — 

».i-. And be it further enacted, That there shall be erected 
aT)cj constantly held in the Town of Plymouth, in the Coun- 
ty of Plynwuth, a Court of Justice, by such able and dis- 
creet person as shall be appointed and commissioned by the 
major part of the Council for that purpose, whose business 
it shall be to take cognizance of and try the justice of any 
capture or captures of any vessel or vessels, that may or 
shall be taken by any person or persons whomsoever, and 
brought into either of the Counties of Plymouth, Barnsta- 
ble, Bristol, Nantucket, or Dukes County; and the judge 
so commissioned, to hold said Court as aforesaid, shall have 
power at all times to issue his warrant or warrants to the 
constable or constables of any Town or Towns, within the 
said Counties of Plymouth, Barnstable, Bristol, Dukes 
County, or Nantucket, or either of them, directing the said 
constable or constables to warn a meeting of the inhabi- 
tants of their Towns, respectively, and to draw out of tile 
bo_x in such manner as is provided by the laws of this Co- 
lony for returning jurors to serve in the Inferior Court of 
Common Pleas, so many good and lawful men, for jurors, as 
said judge shall, in his said warrant, order and direct, not 
exceeding the number of twelve ; and the said constables 
shall immediately, as soon as may be, give notice, in writing, 
to such persons, so drawn, of the time and place which in the 
said variant shall be set for their appearance, and shall return 
said warrant, with his doings thereon, to said judge, at or 
before the time set therein for the appearance of said jurors. 

And be it further enacted, That if any constable, within 
said Counties, shall neglect or refuse to obey the warrant 
of the judge for returning said jurors as aforesaid, he shall 
pay such fine as the said judge shall order, not exceeding 
the sum of forty shillings; and if any juror, so drawn, and 
bavin" notice as aforesaid, shall not appear at the time and 
place directed in such warrant, or shall refuse", without rea- 
sonable excuse, to serve on such jury, he shall pay such 
.fine as .the judge shall order, not exceeding the sum of for- 
ty shillings; but before such fine shall be awarded, the said 
judge shall summon such juryman to appear before him, 
to show forth the reasons of his neglect; and if such reasons 
shall not be satisfactory to the said judge, then he, the said 
judge, shall issue his warrant of distress for such fine, in 
manner as is directed for recovery of fines of jurors, who 
shall neglect or refuse to serve in the Inferior Court of 
Common Pleas; which fines, so recovered, shall be paid into 
the Treasury of this Colony. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That there shall be held in like manner, in the Town of 
Ipsuich, in the County of Essex, one other Court of Jus- 
tice, by such able and discreet person as the major part of 
the Council shall appoint and commission thereto, which 
judge shall have full cognizance of, and power to try the 
justice of the capture of any vessel or vessels, that shall be 
taken as aforesaid, and brought into any port in the Coun- 
ties of Suffolk, Middlesex, or Essex, and shall have the 
like power to issue his warrant or warrants, for jurors in 
said Counties, as is before provided for the judge of the 
County first mentioned ; and every constable and juror, 
within the said Counties of Suffolk, Middlesex, and Essex, 
who shall neglect to pay due obedience to said warrants, 
shall be liable to the same penalties as are provided by this 
act against those, in like manner offending, in the Counties 
of Plymouth, Barnstable, Bristol, Nantucket, and Dukes 
County. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That there shall be held in like manner, in North- Yarmouth, 
in the County of Cumberland , one other Court of Justice, 
by such person as the major part of the Council shall 
commissionate to be judge thereof, which judge shall have 
full cognizance of, and power to try the justice of all 
captures of vessels thai shall be taken as aforesaid, and 
brought into any port in either of the Counties of York, 
Cumberland, or Lincoln ; and shall have such power to 
issue a .'Warrant or warrants, in said Counties, as is provided 
in this act for the other judges, aforementioned, in the 
Counties of their respective jurisdiction: and the consta- 
bles and jurors in the said Counties of York, Cumberland, 
and Lincoln, are to pay strict obedience to said warrants, 
under the, penalties before in this act provided for like 
offences Iff the other Counties aforementioned. 



And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
.ThaLwhen any person or persons shall take and bring into 
any port in this Colony any vessel or vessels that have 
been offending or employed by the enemy as aforesaid, such 
person or persons, so taking and bringing in such vessel, 
shall immediately make out a bill, in writing, therein giving 
a full and ample account of the time and manner of the 
caption of such vessel, and the .employment she was in 
when so taken, and of the persons who were aiding and 
assisting in taking her; and a schedule of the cargo on 
board her, to the best of his knowledge, at the time of her 
caption; and shall deliver the same to the judge who shall 
have jurisdiction of the port where such vessel is brought, . 
with all the papers that may be found on board such ves- 
sel, to the intent that the jury may have the benefit of 
evidence therefrom arising; and the judge, to whom said 
bill shall be delivered, shall immediately issue his warrant, 
or warrants, as aforesaid, to any constable or constables, 
within the Counties of his jurisdiction, commanding them, 
or either of them in manner aforesaid, to return twelve good 
and lawful men, to try the truth of any facts alleged in 
such bill; and if seven of said jurors, so returned by said con- 
stable or constables, shall appear, and there shall not be 
enough to complete a panel of twelve, or if there shall be a 
legal challenge to any of them, so that there shall be seven, 
and not a panel, to try such cause; then in such case it shall 
be lawful for said judge to order the sheriff, or other proper 
officer, attending on said Court, to fill up the jury with other 
good and lawful men present; which jury shall be sworn 
to return a true verdict upon the said bill, according to law 
and evidence ; and if it shall appear to said judge, by said 
verdict, that such vessel had been employed or. offending 
as aforesaid, he shall condemn said vessel and cargo, and 
appurtenances, and order them to be sold at publick ven- 
due, and shall order the charges of said trial and condemna- 
tion to be paid out of the money such vessel and cargo 
shall sell for, unto the Treasury of this Colony, and shall 
order the residue thereof to be delivered to the captors, 
their agents or attorneys, for the use and benefit of such 
captors, and others concerned therein. And if two or 
more vessels, the commanders whereof shall be properly 
commissioned, shall jointly take such vessel, the money she 
and her cargo and appurtenances shall sell for, after pay- 
ment of charges as aforesaid, shall be divided between the 
captors, in proportion to their men. And the said judge, 
before whom any such trial and condemnation as is afore- 
mentioned may be, shall be authorized to make out his pre- 
cept, tinder his hand and seal, to either of the sheriffs within 
his jurisdiction, to sell such vessel and appurtenances, and 
cargo, and pay thereout the charges of trial and condemna- 
tion, into the Treasury of this Colony, and to pay his own 
fees, and deliver the residue to the captors and persons con- 
cerned as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted, That there shall be paid to 
the justice, jurors, and sheriffs, out of the publick Trea- 
sury, such fees as are or shall hereafter be established by 
law, to each and every the officers of the said Court. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That when any such bill shall be delivered to such judge, 
he shall cause notification thereof, and the name (if known) 
and description of the vessel so brought in, with the day 
set for the trial thereon, to be advertised in the several 
papers printed at Watertown and Cambridge, fifteen days 
before the time set for the trial, that the owner of such 
vessel, or any person concerned, may appear and show 
cause, if any they have, why such vessel, with her cargo 
and appurtenances, should not be condemned and sold as 
aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted, That the process and pro- 
ceeding upon any vessel that shall be retaken from the 
enemy, by any person or persons, shall be in the same man- 
ner as is herein provided for other vessels ; and if, by ver- 
dict of the jury, it shall appear to the judge that such 
vessel was taken by the enemy, and was retaken by such 
person or persons, before condemnation by the said enemy 
thereon had, the said judge shall order such vessel, with 
her cargo and appurtenances, to be sold in manner afore- 
said, and shall order not more than one-third, nor less than 
one-quarter, of what she shall sell for, (after paying charges 
of trial and sale,) to be delivered to the captors, as is before 
provided for other vessels, and the residue to be delivered 
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to the owner or owners of such vessel. And if such ves- 
sel, so retaken, shall have been condemned by the enemy, 
then the money she and her cargo and appurtenances may 
sell for shall be delivered to the captors, as is above provi- 
ded for vessels belonging to the said enemy. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That each judge of such Courts shall appoint an able clerk, 
who shall keep a true and fair record of all the proceed- 
ings of said Court, and shall be duly sworn to act in said 
office with truth and fidelity, and his attestations shall be 
received as evidence in all courts of law. 



STEPHEN MOTLAN TO WILLIAM BARTLETT. 

Cambridge, November 11, 1775. 

Sm: Your favour of the 9th instant, to his Excellency, 
came this morning to hand. As the people object to your 
taking charge of the schooner from Ireland, and as having 
any thing to do with vessels brought in as the North-Bri- 
ton was will give both you and the General trouble, it is 
his advice that you have nothing to do with such, by any 
authority under his Excellency. By what Colonel Glover 
informs us, Captain Manly has a claim on this schooner. 
In this case you have an undoubted right to take possession 
of her. You must be a better judge of this matter, being 
on the spot, than we possibly can. If it is clear to you 
that Manly's claim is a just one, it must be prosecuted. If 
it is not very apparent, don't you trouble yourself or the 
General with a litigious dispute. I wish you could get rid 
of the trouble you must have with the cargo by the North- 
Briton. Suppose you were to give it, vessel, he, up to 
the Committee of Safety ? In short, get rid of the trouble 
in the best manner you can, and let us hear nothing further 
thereon. I hope some good captures by the armed schoo- 
ner will pay you for the plague you must have had. That 
the agency for the Continental vessels may be very bene- 
ficial to you, is the sincere wish of, Sir, your most humble 

servant, c. ■,, r* ., 

' Stephen Motlan, Sec. pro tern. 

William Bartlett, Esq., Beverly. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO JONATHAN GLOYER. 

Cambridge, Noyembsr 11, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of yesterday came to hand by Capt. 
James. Captain Manly is not to blame for taking the 
schooner, as she was in a suspicious place. It however 
appears to his Excellency that she was bound to Newbury. 
You will therefore discharge her, giving the Captain a pass. 
A pilot seems necessary. I wish you would put one on 
board in whom you can confide, that no tricks may be 
played. I hope Manly will soon send in some prize that 
will be of more consequence to you and to the publick. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Stephen Movlan, Sec. pro tern. 

Jonathan Glover, Esq., Marblehead. 



WILLIAM WATSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth, Novamber 11, 1775. 

Sir: Immediately on receipt of your Excellency's orders 
of the 6th instant, relative to my taking charge of the wine 
cast on shore at the Cape, 1 despatched Major Soper, a 
gentleman employed in the publick service, to Cape Cod, 
with directions, which the Major will show your Excellency, 
and which, 1 hope, will meet your approbation. I believe 
the business is well done, and that Major Soper has con- 
ducted with integrity as well as with great despatch. It 
gives me pleasure that so much of this cargo is secured for 
its proper owners, and that the whole was not suffered to 
be embezzled by (he mean curses of that place, which 
would very soon have been the case, had not your Excel- 
lency interposed in the matter. 

Major Soper informs me that there are six negroes on 
their way to Plymouth, which, when delivered to me, I 
shall take care of, and will forward them to Head-Quarters 
as soon as possible. 

The bearer will deliver your Excellency a packet con- 
taining the papers, &c, relating to this unfortunate vessel, 
and will acquaint your Excellency that it was impossible for 
me to go myself on this business, as I am much engaged 



in publick business at home, and could not leave it with 

any tolerable degree of prudence. 

I am your Excellency's very obedient much obliged 

humble servant, ,, T „, 

William Watson. 

His Excellency George Washington, Esquire. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN. 

Cambridge, November 12, 1775. 

Sir: At a time when some of our sea-port Towns are 
cruelly and wantonly laid in ashes, and ruin and devasta- 
tion denounced against others; when the arms are demand- 
ed of the inhabitants, and hostages required, in effect, to 
surrender their liberties ; when General Howe, by procla- 
mation, under the threat of military execution, has forbid 
the inhabitants of Boston to leave the Town, without his 
permission first had and obtained in writing; when, by 
another proclamation, he strictly forbids any person's 
bringing out of that place more than five Pounds ster- 
ling of their property, in specie, because, truly, the Minis- 
terial Army under his command may be injured by it ; 
and when, by a third proclamation, (after leaving the in- 
habitants no alternative,) he calls upon them to take arms, 
under officers of his appointing — it is evident that the 
most tyrannical and cruel system is adopted, for the de- 
struction of the rights and liberties of this Continent, that 
ever disgraced the most despotick Ministry, and ought to 
be opposed by every means in our power. 

I therefore desire that you will delay no time in causing 
the seizure of every officer of Government at Portsmouth 
who have given pregnant proofs of their unfriendly disposi- 
tion to the cause we are engaged in ; and when you have 
seized them, take the opinion of the Provincial Congress 
or Committee of Safety in what manner to dispose of them 
in that Government. I do not mean that they should be 
kept in close confinement. If either of those bodies should 
incline to send them to any of the interior Towns, upon 
their parole not to leave them till released, it will meet 
with my concurrence. 

For the present I shall avoid giving you the like order 
in respect to the tories in Portsmouth ; but the day is not 
far off when they will meet with this or a worse fate, if 
there is not considerable reformation in their conduct. Of 
this they may be assured. 

Sir, your most obedient servant, 



To General Sullivan. 



George Washington. 



[Same to William Palfrey, Esq., Portsmouth.} 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO G0VERN0UR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, November 12, 1775. 

Sir: At a time when some of our sea-port Towns are 
cruelly and wantonly laid in ashes, and ruin and devasta- 
tion denounced against others; when the arms are demand- 
ed of the inhabitants, and hostages required, in effect, to 
surrender their liberties; when General Howe, by procla- 
mation, under the threat of military execution, has forbid 
the inhabitants of Boston to leave the Town, without his 
permission first had and obtained in writing; when, by 
another proclamation, he strictly forbids any person brino-- 
ing out of that place more than five Pounds of their pro- 
perty, in specie, because, truly, the Ministerial Army 
under his command may be injured by it ; and when, by 
a third proclamation, after leaving the inhabitants no alter- 
native, he calls upon them to take arms, under officers of 
his appointing — it is evident that the most tyrannical and 
cruel system is adopted, for the destruction of the rights 
and liberties of this Continent, that ever disgraced the most 
despotick reign, and ought to be opposed by every means 
in our power. 

I therefore desire that you will delay no lime in causing 
the seizure of every officer of Government at ~-, who have 
given proofs of their unfriendly disposition to the cause we 
are engaged in, and hold them as hostages for the security 
of those Towns now threatened with destruction. When 
you have secured them, take the opinion of the Provincial 
Congress, or Committee of Safety, in what manner to dis- 
pose of them in that Government. I do not mean that 
they should be kept in close confinement. If either of 
those bodies should incline to send them to any interior 
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Towns, upon their parole not to leave them till released, 
it will meet with my concurrence. 
Sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington. 
To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 

[Same to Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island.} 

ROBERT H. HARRrSON TO COL. LOAMMI BALDWIN. 

Catnbridgo, November 12, 1775. 

Sir : I am commanded by his Excellency General 
Washington to inform you that lie has no objection to 
your letting each family have a pair of oxen and a milch 
cow or two; but he would have them take the utmost care 
that they do not fall into the enemy's hands ; for should 
they, the publick will make them no compensation for the 
loss. As to their killing and disposing of such of the cattle, 
&c, as may be fit for use, to the troops, that is a matter 
that must be referred to the Commissary-General, it coming 
properly under his department. If he and they can agree, 
his Excellency has no objection. 

I am, Sic, Robert H. Harrison. 

To Colonel Loammi Baldwin, Chelsea. 



ADDRESS OF THE NOBLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
FORFAR. 

Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Freeholders 
of the County of Forfar, transmitted to the Right Honour- 
able Lord Viscount Weymouth, one of His Majesty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, and presented to His Majesty. 
TV the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and 

Freeholders of the County of Forfar. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

The Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Freeholders of the 
County of Forfar, filled with sentiments of duty to your 
Majesty, beg leave to lament the unhappy disputes which 
have arisen between the Parent State and those subjects 
whom they have always wished to consider as her friends. 

Sensible of the freedom of every subject of Great Britain, 
and grateful for the happiness we enjoy under your Majes- 
ty's auspicious Government, we see with indignation those 
insidious arts by which the American Colonies have been 
deluded into an unlawful and unjust desire of independency. 

But while we view with abhorrence those seditious indi- 
viduals who, from a violent and restless temper, or the im- 
pulses of ambition, have seduced their brethren into rebel- 
lion, we compassionate the unhappy people who, by partial 
or unjust representations, have been involved in scenes 
of distress. We flatter ourselves they have already be- 
come sensible of their errors, and that they will gladly 
ernbrace the earliest opportunity of returning to their duty 
arid allegiance. Should they perversely continue in arms, 
however anxiously we may wish for their friendship, we 
must entreat your Majesty to adopt such measures as shall 
appear necessary to enforce a due obedience to the laws 
and Constitution of Great Britain. 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty that we shall 
readily contribute, with our lives and fortunes, to suppress 
the rebellion in your Colonies. To bring about so desira- 
ble an event, is one of the most ardent wishes of our hearts, 
and is only secondary to our ambition to testify, on every 
occasion, our duty and attachment to your Majesty. 

Signed by order and in presence of the meeting, by Sir 
John Ogilvy, Baronet, Praeses, at Forfar, the 1 3th day of 
November, 1775. John Ogilvy. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF LOCHMABEN. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Common Coun- 
cil of the Town of Ljclunaben, in Council assembled, 
presented to His Majesty by William Douglas, Esq., their 
Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Provost', Magistrates, and 
Common Council of the Town o/Lochmaben, in Coun- 
cil assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, warmed 



with a grateful sense of the many blessings we enjoy under 
your benign reign, humbly beg leave to assure your Ma- 
jesty of the just sense which we, and the Burgesses and 
Inhabitants of this Town, whom we represent, have of 
them, and of our firm attachment to your Majesty's person 
and Government. 

Permit us, at the same time, to assure your Majesty that 
we highly disapprove of and detest the seditious and rebel- 
lious conduct of some of your Majesty's Colonies in North- 
America, who, by the arts of designing men, have been 
seduced to resist the just authority of the British Legis- 
lature, and are aiming to throw off their dependance on 
the Mother Country. 

Persuaded that the commercial interests of this King- 
dom, as well as the liberty, security of propeity, and all 
other inestimable blessings we enjoy under the British 
Constitution, can only be preserved unto us and continued 
to posterity by firmly maintaining and supporting the supre- 
macy of the British Legislature over every part of the 
British Dominions, we highly approve both the prudent 
and spirited measures taken by your Majesty and your 
Parliament for bringing back the deluded Colonies to their 
duty, and preserving unimpaired the constitutional rights 
of Great Britain over them ; sorry that the mild measures 
taken with them at first failed to effectuate so desirable an 
event. 

We therefore wish and humbly request your Majesty 
would still pursue such further vigorous measures as you 
and the wisdom of your Parliament may judge necessary 
to bring it about, and secure, in future, upon a permanent 
establishment, their dependance on the Parent State ; as- 
suring your Majesty that nothing in our power, as loyal 
and dutiful subjects, shall be wanting, on our part, to aid 
and assist your Majesty in so great a national concern. 

That your Majesty may be long preserved to continue 
the blessings of a just and mild Government, over a free 
and undivided people, is our sincere and ardent wish. 

Signed in name and by appointment of the Magistrates 
and Common Council of Lochmaben, the 1 3th day of No- 
vember, 1775. „ T rl „ 

William Hoggan, rVouosC 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE TOWN AND 
BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Merchants, and Traders of 
the Town and Borough of Southwark, presented to His 
Majesty by Iltnry Thrall, Esq., one of their Representa- 
tives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Merchants, and 

Traders of the Town and Borough of Southwark, 

ichose names are hereunto subscribed. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

At a time when every art is industriously employed to 
diffuse false and unconstitutional principles, we, your Ma- 
jesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Gentlemen, Mer- 
chants, and Traders of the Town and Borough of South- 
wark, beg leave to approach your royal presence, and 
entreat a favourable acceptance of our warmest acknow- 
ledgments for those civil and religious blessings which our 
feelings tell us we enjoy, in the amplest and most substan- 
tial manner, under the benignity of your Majesty's Govern- 
ment. 

The disaffectionate behaviour of some of your IVIajepty's 
Colonies fills us with the deepest concern ; and although 
we are prompted, by humanity, to pity a misguided and 
infatuated people, we hold in the utmost abhorrence those 
inflammatory spirits by whose suggestions they have been 
urged to commit the most daring offences. 

Convinced, however, that resistance, in* any part of your 
Majesty's Dominions, to the legal power and pre-eminence 
of Great Britain, is not only a flagrant breach of duty in 
the offenders, but also an invasion of her indisputable rights, 
we humbly dust, from repeated experience of your Ma- 
jesty's watchful care, that every effort will be exerted to 
restore obedience in America, and to establish the supre- 
macy of British legislation over every part of your Ma- 
jesty's wide-extended Empire. And we desire permission 
to a/firm, that we consider it to be the duty of all real lovers 
of their Country, and are therefore ourselves ready to <nve 
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every furtherance and support which our abilities and re- 
spective situations will admit of, to whatever may contri- 
bute to preserve or promote the honour of your Majesty's 
Crown, and, what are inseparable from it, the peace, good 
order, and prosperity of our fellow-subjects. 

May the wisdom of the Supreme Disposer of events 
guide all your Majesty's Councils; may the enemies of 
freedom and mild government see and correct their fatal 
error; and may the crown, with undiminished splendour, 
flourish upon your Majesty, and in your illustrious House, 
till all human empire shall be no more. 



BALTIMORE COUNTY COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, November 13, 1775. 

It appearing that the price of Salt has been extended 
beyond the limits formerly fixed by this Committee, and 
that much uneasiness has been thereby occasioned among 
the people ; the Committee therefore are induced to take 
the same under consideration, and, after allowing a storage 
and loss of measure equal to so bulky and wasting a com- 
modity, do recommend it to the venders not to sell the 
same above the rate of four Shillings per bushel ; and if 
any higher price has hitherto been given, the purchasers 
are desired to call on those from whom they bought it for 
the overplus ; and if any sellers refuse to refund, then to 
complain to the Committee, who do resolve, that if any 
sellers refuse to comply with the requisition, that then 
they shall be immediately published as enemies to their 
Country. 

The Continental Congress having recommended that 
adventures be made for procuring Arms and Ammunition, 
and it being necessary that a particular Committee be ap- 
pointed to superintend the loading: 

Resolved, That Messrs. Samuel Purviance, John Smith, 
William Buchanan, Benjamin Griffith, Isaac Griest, 
Thomas Gist, Sen., and Darby Lux, be a Committee for 
that purpose, and that they be on oath to keep their pro- 
ceedings secret. 

The following Letter was laid before the Committee : 

"Monday, November 13, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : This day I came down to give my an- 
swer (agreeable to my promise) why I don't choose to act 
as a Committee-Man. My first reason is, that my appoint- 
ment was only by fifty or sixty ; secondly, the polls were 
not closed agreeable to the Resolve of the Convention ; 
thirdly, as I am well convinced the former Committee broke 
the Convention Resolve in regard to the purchase of pow- 
der, and some of them sold their goods for more than re- 
solved by the Convention; and as some of those gentle- 
men are now on the Committee, and whenever I attended 
I always found a majority of the Committee, then attend- 
ing, for looking over the advantages taken of nine-tenths of 
the inhabitants of this County. If ever I was to be ap- 
pointed as a Committee-Man, I should choose to act on 
oath, and that every one should who acted with me. 

" I am, Gentlemen, yours, he, 

"Charles Ridgely. 

" N. B. I desire my reasons may be recorded. 
" To the Gentlemen sitting as Commiltee-Men for Balti- 
more County." 

In Committee, November 20, 1775. 

It is the opinion of this Committee, that such persons 
as have quantities of Salt by them, ought to retail the same 
immediately, notwithstanding any verbal contract or other 
agreement before made for it. It is further the opinion of 
the Committee, that all persons holding quantities of Salt, 
and refusing to retail the same as aforesaid, ought to be 
published and looked upon as enemies to the liberties of 
America. 

Ordered, That the same be published. 

George Lux, Secretary, 



RICHARD HENRY LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, November 13, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I must beg leave, at the beginning of this 
letter, to apologize for any incorrectness, as 1 write in great 
haste. Indeed, the hurry of business is such here, with 



many of us, that we have little time for the ordinary offices 
of life. You may be assured that I will do Colonel Reed 
all the service that I can in the way you desire. 

We have a ship here, in six weeks from London, that 
brought the origiual letter of which the enclosed is a copy. 
It is from a well-informed, sensible friend, and may be re- 
lied on. All the other letters from London join in confirm- 
ing it to be the fixed determination of King and Court to 
leave undone nothing that they can do to compel implicit 
obedience in America. One very sensible letter, that I 
have seen, mentions that General Amherst had recom- 
mended (and 'twas said it would be executed) to remove 
the Army this winter from Boston to Long- Island, in order 
to get amply supplied by ravaging New-Jersey, New- York, 
and Rhode-Island. Should this be attempted, I suppose 
you will be furnished with an opportunity of giving them 
a genteel parting salute; and, besides, I should suppose 
that a winter favourable for us would expose them to ruin, 
from a timely, strong attack of superior numbers, on that 
naked island. It seems that immense stores of Indian 
goods are sent to Canada, in order to bribe the Indians to 
an early and vigorous attack on all our frontiersTiext spring. 
God grant that Colonel Arnold's success, and Montgome- 
ry's, may frustrate this diabolical part of their infernal plan, 
against the common, natural rights of mankind. 

We hoped, here, that the surrender of Chambhj, with 
the military stores there obtained, would speedily procure 
the reduction of St John's; but no accounts are yet come 
of this wished for event. After Lord Dunmore, supported 
by the North-British Tories, had long committed every 
outrage at Norfolk, unopposed, (our people not having 
arms or ammunition until lately,) his banditti at length at- 
tempted Hampton, where they met with the chastisement 
you will see described in the part of Dixon's paper en- 
closed. The Lieutenant Wright there mentioned has been 
since found dead on the shore, a bullet having been placed 
in his body before he jumped overboard. We have not 
yet heard the consequence of their next intended attack, 
but it seems a very heavy cannonade was heard there the 
next day. If the devil inspired them to come on shore, I 
make no doubt but we shall have a good account of them. 
1 have a very particular reason for entreating that you will 
inform me, by return of post, what number and what 
strength of armed vessels could possibly be procured from 
the ports where you are, to be in Delaware-Bay, if Con- 
gress should desire it, by the middle or last of December, 
at furthest. Two or three vessels, of tolerable force, issu- 
ing from hence, may effect a stroke or two of great conse- 
quence to us at that season. We have certainly four 
thousand weight of powder, and a very considerable quan- 
tity of osnaburghs arrived in Virginia, from Eustatia, for 
the use of our little Army, consisting of about two thousand 
men, now at Williamsburgh and Hampton. Be pleased 
to let General Lee see the letter from England. 

I heartily wish you every happiness, and all the success 
the goodness of your cause deserves ; and I am, with great 
esteem, dear Sir, your affectionate friend and obedient ser- 
vant, Richard Henry Lee. 

P. S. Congress has ordered five hundred thousand 
Dollars to you, as soon as they can be signed. The Con- 
tinental and Virginia Commissioners have just concluded' 
a treaty of firm friendship with the Ohio Indians,* and those 

* Williamsbukoh, November 18, 1775. — Dr. Thomas Walker, one of 
the gentlemen appointed by the Convention to treat with the Indians, 
is returned to this City, and informs that all the different nations, who 
attended the treaty, are peaceably disposed, notwithstanding the en. 
deavours of several persons, from Fort Detroit, to set them against this 
Colony in particular. Mr. Walker has brought with him a young 
Indian, (son of the famous Bawbee,) to be educated at the college. 

The Ottawa Chief's t Reply to a Speech of the Commissioners, con. 
doling him on the loss of his Father, who was killed some time ago 
in a tear with an Indian Nation, (with the Tawas,) ended not long 
since with the total extirpation of the Tribe, and thanking him for 
his kindness to young Field. 

Fathers ; From the information I had of the commandant of De- 
troit, with distrust I accepted your invitation, and measured my way 
to this council-fire with trembling feet. Your reception of me con- 
vinces me of his f.lsehood, and the groundlessness of my fears. Truth 
and he have long been enemies. My father, and many of my chiefs, 
have lately tasted of.dea.th. The remembrance of that misfortune 
almost unmans me, and fills my eyes with tears. Your kind condo- 
lence has lightened my heart of its heavy burden, and shall be trans- 
mitted to my latest posterity. — (A string.) 

Fathers : I rejoice to hear what I this day have heard, and do assure 
you it shall be faithfully delivered to my nation. Should you want to 
■fS/iege naba, son to the famous Pontiack, ami the r»rcscrver of young Field. 
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of the Six Nations that inhabit near that quarter. We 
have talcen the most effectual measures, by sending run- 
ners, from all the Southern Provinces, into the Indian Na- 
tions, through which he proposes to pass, to arrest and 
secure Lord Dunmore's wicked agent, Connolly. 

September 4, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Philosophy and physick are, I presume, 
silent with you, and nothing discoursed of but war. Our 
Ministry are up with you. They are arming every hand, 
Protestant and Catholick, English, Irish, Scotch, Hano- 
verian, Hessian, Indian, and Canadian, against the devoted 
Colonies. _ Arming Roman Catholicks is directly contrary 
to law ; but they expect every protection from the polite- 
ness of Parliament. The newspapers tell us, and I believe 
truly, that, Both in raising men and recruiting, they meet 
with little success ; such is the general repugnance to this un- 
natural war. This being the year for supplying the Spanish 
Flota, the extraordinary demand for that purpose prevents 
the manufacturers, &z,c, from feeling as they would have 
done from the stoppage of American commerce. But that is 
temporary, and reasoning men foresee, with concern, times 
of great violence and distress here, in consequence of this 
unhappy quarrel. Though it is evident to all the world 
that the Ministry have sought and forced the quarrel, and 
ought, therefore, to be answerable for all its pernicious con- 
sequences, yet, like all other wicked men, they are endea- 
vouring to transfer their own guilt to others, and sacrifice 
the innocent to save themselves. You will see this plan 
opened in the late proclamation against holding correspon- 
dence, Sic, with those among you who are in arms; and it 
is certain they have intercepted some letters, and mean to 
persecute some of the active enemies here to their arbitrary 
proceedings. It is supposed and expected that justice will 
lead the General Congress to declare, upon their receiving 
the proclamation, that if any one is proceeded against here, 
for corresponding with the people of America, or befriend- 
ing them here, they will immediately seize upon all those 
in America who correspond with the Ministry. Without 
such a declaration, their friends, and especially their agents 
here, wilt be at the mercy of the most unprincipled Ad- 
ministration that ever disgraced humanity. Valtel, the 
roost respected writer on the Laws of Nations, has this ap- 
posite observation : " Le Due d'Alra condamnoit a mort 
tous les prisonniers qu'il pouvoit faire sur les confederes 
ries Pays-Bas; ceux-ci userent de represailles, et les con- 
traignireiit enfin a. respecter, a leur egard, le droit des gens, 
et les loix.de la guerre." The same check must be held 
over these men, whose inclinations are equally bloody and 
unjust. The principle upon which their pensioned writer, 
Dr. Johnson, defends the Boston Port-Bill — "that where 
they are satisfied of guilt, there is no occasion for evidence 
or trial"— is that on which they would punish all those who 
oppose their tyranny. 

The quantity of artillery, arms, and ammunition, shipped 
against New-England, is greater than ever went from this 
Country before. These, with an army of twenty-four 
thousand men, are intended to carry destruction through 
those Provinces next spring. Fifty ships of war are to 
ravage the coast and interdict all commerce. Small armies 
are to he sent to Virginia and South- Carolina. It will 
behoove them, therefore, to prepare against the storm that 
is intended to pour down destruction upon them. 

After a great many days' delay and debate, they have 
condescended to receive the petition from the General Con- 
speak to me in future, I shall joyfully attend, and thank you for the 
present invitation. The particular favour showed roe, and the gun you 
have given me, for the kindness I showed your brother, (young Field,) 
claims my warmest acknowledgments. I am conscious I did but my 
duty. He who barely do^s his duty, merits no praise. IF any of yovir 
poople hereafter visit mine, whether through curiosity or business, or 
both motives, or if unwillingly compelled by the strong hand of the 
victor, they shall find the entertainment your brother found. You in- 
formed me, if my people visits yours, thoy shall most an hospitable 
welcome. My fears are done away. I have not one doubt remaining. 
I will recommend it to my young men to visit and get acquainted with 
yours. 

Fathers : What has passed this day is too deeply engraven on my 
heart for time itself ever to erase. I foretell that the sunny rays of 
this day's peace shall warm and protect our children's children from 
the storms of misfortune. To confirm it, I present you my right hand — 
that hand wliich never yet was given but the heart consented, which 
never shed human blood in peace, nor ever spared an enemy in war — 
and I assar e~ you of my friendship with a tongue which has never 
mocked at truth since I was at age to know falsehood was a crime. — 
(A belt.) 



gress ; but have refused to give an answer. It is, indeed, 
sufficiently answered by the proclamation, which was issued 
some days after they had a copy of the petition. America 
will therefore understand that she has nothing but her own 
virtue and firmness in which she can trust. I understand 
it is intended to declare your ports open to all Nations, 
upon coercive measures being continued after the petition. 
I can only say that is a measure of the last importance, and, 
leading to consequences of infinite moment, it ought to be 
well weighed, and not adopted but upon the compulsion of 
absolute necessity. It would hazard the uniting the Coun- 
try against America, and unless tjiere is a certainty of its 
being accepted by other Nations, might be injurious. Par- 
liament will meet next month, when we shall see how the 
expense of so itiinous a war will be relished. 



THOMAS LYNCH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, November 13, 1775. 

My Dear Sir: In consequence of your favour by Col- 
onel Reed, 1 applied to the Chief Justice, who tells me the 
Supreme Courts were lately held, and that it will be some 
time before their term will return ; that he knows of no 
capital suit now depending ; and that it is very easy for Col. 
Reed to manage matters so as not to let that prevent his 
return to you. I am sure Mr. Chew is so heartily disposed 
to oblige you and to serve the cause, that nothing in his 
power will be wanting. I fear, however, that you will be 
sometime in want of your Secretary, as I did not find him 
in haste to return, when I mentioned to him what is just 
now related ; he doubtless has many private affairs to trans- 
act: the loss must be greatly increased by Mr. Randolph's 
absence, who, I hear, came to Town last night. 

I am happy to inform you that Congress has agreed to 
every recommendation of the Committee, and have gone 
beyond it, in allowing the additional pay to the officers. I 
rejoice at this, but cannot think with patience that pitiful 
wretches, who stood cavilling with you when entreated to 
serve the next campaign, should reap the benefit of this 
addition. They will now be ready enough, but hope you 
will he able to refuse them, with the contempt they deserve, 
and to find better in their room. Could not some of the 
gentlemen at camp enlist the New-England men who have 
been persuaded to leave you. Frazier told me he could. 
It would be a capital point to convince the world that it is 
not necessary to have bad officers of that country, in order 
to raise men there. I can scarce bear their tyranny. 

1 have a letter, from undoubted authority, that assures 
me that the destruction of the Parliamentary Army in 
America will certainly produce peace ; and by another, that 
the seizing Qucbeck will produce the same effect. I have 
no doubt America stands now indebted to her General for 
the one, and will, before the return of spring, for the other. 
Mistake me not ; I have not altered my mind a jot since I 
left you. I mean not to anticipate your determination, but 
only to approve your design to hover like an eagle over 
your prey, always ready to pounce upon it when the proper 
time comes. I have not forgot your proposition relative to 
that City ; I try to pave the way for it, and wait for the 
season, as you do. 

No appearance of peace, unless produced by necessity 
on the part of the enemy ; every human feeling seems to 
have forsaken them ; fear and interest only are listened to. 

We hear seven tons of powder are arrived at Rhode- 
Island, and as many at Portsmouth. I hope it is true, as 
it will possess us of advantageous grounds, and begin the 
enemy's destruction. It is suspected, in England, Howe's 
Army will give you the slip, and land at Long-Island, 
which God of his infinite mercy grant. We wait with im- 
patience to hear of the total reduction of Canada. 

Your Virginians, we hear, have drubbed Lord Dunmore, 
killed and took fifty men, and sunk one of his vessels. May 
all such villains so perish. 

A Mr. Richard Hare, brother to the porter brewer, 
sailed in the transport for Quebeck. As you have or must 
take him, let me recommend him to your civilities while 
with you, and to send him to his friends here. 

The Articles of War have all the amendments we report- 
ed. You will enforce them. You will not now suffer your 
officers to sweep the parade with the skirts of their coats 
or bottoms of their trowsers, to cheat or to mess with their 
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men, to skulk in battle or sneak in quarters ; in short, being 
now paid, they must do their duty, and look as well as act 
like gentlemen. Do not bate them an ace, my dear Gene- 
ral, but depend on every support of your friends here. I 
have strove to keep two Battalions now raising in the Jer- 
seys, and one here, quite disengaged, that they'may be 
ready, on a call to join you, should those you have desert 
you. I have not been quite unsuccessful. The winter is 
our own. Boston will not, during that season, be re-en- 
forced ; at least, we have reason to think so. 

I want the return I desired from Gates exceedingly. 
Compliments to him, Lee, Putnam, Mifflin, he. 'Tis so 
dark I can't read this letter over, or I would save you the 
trouble of deciphering it. 

Dear Sir, your most obedient servant, 

To General Washington. Thomas Lynch - 



GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon, November 13, 1775. 

Sir: It is matter for our abundant rejoicing that the 
Government is in the hand of Him who is possessed of all 
perfection, and doth all things right; and while his judg- 
ments are abroad in this land, may his people be instructed 
and learn righteousness. At the same time the United 
Colonies do sincerely lament the 7 unhappy necessity of 
taking up arms, they may rejoice with thanksgiving for the 
success of those arms ; which, if they do, it is an argu- 
ment to support our hope of future prosperity ; 1 do there- 
fore re-echo my hearty congratulations on your kind favour 
of the 7th instant, and in hope of securing and defending 
the Province of Quebeck, in their own and our interest, 
and thereby circumventing the mischievous design of ren- 
dering that and the savages under its influence a scourge 
and ruin to the present rightful possessors of these Colo- 
nies. 

The last accounts from England are unfavourable as to 
any reconciliation. The petition of Congress, sent per 
Mr. Penn, lies dormant, and no prospect that it will ever 
awake. It was known to the King, since which he hath 
sent out a proclamation, forbidding all correspondence with 
the American Rebels. Preparations are making for a 
large Army in the spring. Seven new Regiments, of three 
hundred and fifty men each, are said to be part arrived, 
and daily coming into Boston. The enemy from thence 
landed last Thursday, at Lechmere's Point, but were re- 
pulsed with loss. Captain Coit, with a party of our men, 
. in an armed vessel, have taken some provision vessels 
going into Boston. Another vessel, laden with wine, 
bound thither, is taken near Marblehead. 

Mr. Sherman, in a letter dated at Philadelphia, the 6th 
instant, says: "We had an account last evening of a suc- 
cessful repulse given to some men of war in Virginia, and 
the taking of one tender and crew, without any hurt sus- 
tained by the Provincials." It appears that our people in 
the encounters at every place were marvellously preserved. 

I hear Lieutenant-Colonel Warner, in a fight of five 
hours at Longeuil, had not one man killed or wounded. 
We hear nothing from Colonel Arnold. Wishing him 
success, and you health and future prosperity, I remain, 
most respectfully, Sir, your most obedient humble ser- 

' Jonathan Trumbull. 

To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler. 



MAJOR FRENCH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Hartford, November 13, 1775. 

Sir: I hope you will excuse my beginning this letter in 
answer to your two favours of the 19th and 25th October, 
by noticing the last paragraph of the former, as it furnishes 
me with an apology for intruding on your time, which I 
am sensible must be much more materially employed. 

I flattered myself, from the tenor of that letter and the 
conversation I had with Dr. Franklin here, (who avowed 
the liberty of wearing our swords had been granted,) that 
you would have determined in our favour. Judge therefore, 
Sir, of my disappointment, to find it the reverse in the lat- 
ter, and that the words "stipulation and discussion" seem 
to be the causes that the whole of my argument is set 
aside ; yet I beg to observe, I never made use of either of 



them throughout the whole of it ; but it is your pleasure, 
and I must obey. 

I never was a prisoner of war before, but have been 
several times at the taking of such, and therefore pledge 
myself that I never saw that indulgence refused to officers ; 
but, as it is determined, 1 shall not give you any more trou- 
ble on this topick. 

In consequence of your consent to our removal, I have 
wrote to the Governour, and wait his answer. 

I have endeavoured to find out in what instance I have 
treated the respectable citizens of any Town with incivili- 
ty or contempt ; and affirm I cannot, upon the strictest re- 
visal of my letters, observe the least trace of it, unless my 
calling Hartford a little paltry Town can be so interpreted. 
I am not unacquainted, Sir, that in the military phrase, an 
attack upon the Town is equally so upon the people; but 
1 own myself at a loss to find out how my saying, that I 
objected to showing my letters (written to the Commander- 
in-Chief) to the Committee, Sic, can be deemed an attack 
upon them or the inhabitants, upon whom I have no sort 
of right to decide, as I have not the honour of their ac- 
quaintance. 

I thank you, Sir, very sincerely, for your kind wishes 
and obliging intentions ; and 1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Christopher French. 
To General Washington. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, November 13, 1775. 

Sir: I some time since informed your Excellency that 
part of two Companies of men, consisting of about severi- 
ty, raised by the Colony, in order to join the Continental 
Army near Boston, had, upon the arrival of some trans- 
ports at Neivport, been sent upon Block-Island, for the 
preservation of the stock there. Agreeable to your direc- 
tions, they still continue upon the island. Jam now, at 
the request of the General Assembly, to beg the favour of 
your Excellency to inform me whether, in the new estab- 
lishment of the Army, you propose taking any measures 
for engaging the officers and men on that station, in the 
Continental service, and choose they should march to Cam- 
bridge, or whether they may be employed upon Rhode- 
hland, until the time of their enlistment expires. As they 
have received no pay since the troops of the Colony have 
been paid by the Continent, I am also to desire you to di- 
rect the Paymaster-General to take order for the discharge 
of their wages and subsistence. 

Having the honour of being appointed Governour of the 
Colony by the General Assembly, at their session last week, 
I thought it proper to acquaint your Excellency of it, and 
to renew my assurances of giving you every assistance in 
my power. 

I am, with great truth and regard, Sir, your Excellency's 
most obedient and most humble servant, 

Nicholas Cooke. 
General Washington. 



JAMES OTIS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Wutcrlovvn, November 13, 177.V 

Sir: There is a number of men at this place who were 
taken in attempting to supply our enemies with provisions. 
The Council think they ought to be confined. They 
therefore request that your Excellency would send to this 
Town a guard of about twenty men, to be under the direc- 
tion of the Board, in order to convey the said persons, and 
the prisoners which may be taken from time to time, to 
such place or places of security as they are or shall be 
assigned by us. 

In the name and by order of the Council : 

James Otis, President. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



JAMES OTIS TO GENERAL LEE. 

Council Chamber, November 14, 1775. 

Sin: The Council, to their great surprise, last evening 
were informed that a copy of a letter, lately from Ireland, 
had been taken, the writer of which mentions the name of 



asii 



ccram 



PROCEEDINGS, kc, MJVEMBER, 1775. 



1548 



Lee not in the most favourable point of light. It was not 
transcribed by the Council, nor any member thereof, nor 
were they privy to its being done. They think it crimi- 
nal that any should have presumed to do it. They will 
do all in their power to prevent the .spread of any copies 
and impressions on the minds of the people to the disad- 
vantage of your Honour. The letter produced no one 
unfavourable idea of you in the minds of the Council. 
They are sensible that the fairest and the most unblemish- 
ed character is not a sufficient shield against the attempts 
of malignant foes, stimulated by malice and a different in- 
terest to vilify and traduce. But, so far from that, when 
we consider the present state of Great Britain, and the 
servile sentiments of too many of the people there, that 
you were educated in the highest reverence for the rights 
of mankind, and the partial regard which you have disco- 
vered for the people in America, whose hearts are filled 
with gratitude, we are at a loss to know which is the high- 
est evidence of your virtues — the greatness and number of 
your friends, or the malice and envy of your foes. 
In the name and by order of the Council : 

James Otis, President. 
To General Lee. 



advice and assistance as will enable you not only effectually 
to crush this civil war, but also to restore and establish, in 
every part of the British Dominions, that obedience and 
regard to the supreme power of King and Parliament, 
which every good subject must clearly perceive can alone 
continue and ensure to them the innumerable blessings 
they enjoy from our happy Constitution and your Majes- 
ty's most lenient Government. 

With unfeigned zeal we assure your Majesty that we 
will, at all times, concur with others of your faithful sub- 
jects, in every step which your Majesty's paternal care 
and the wisdom of Parliament shall deem necessary to be 
taken, for repressing the unlawful violence and confusion 
now existing in America, which is so contrary to the spirit 
of true liberty, and destructive and dangerous to the peace 
and happiness of this Empire. 

Signed in our name and at our appointment, by our 
Prases : 



WILLIAM BAHTLETT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Beverly, November 13, 1775. 

Sir: I hereby acknowledge the receipt of your favours 
of the 11th and 13th instant, and notice the contents. 

With regard to such vessels brought in as the North- 
Briton, I shall with pleasure comply with your Excellen- 
cy's orders, as I have had a great deal of trouble, and got 
the ill will of my neighbours for having any thing to do 
with her, although I punctually obeyed your orders. 

With regard to the claim Captain Manly makes upon 
the vessel brought in here by our people, from Ireland, 
from the best information I can get from them, I think is 
just. As their stories, with regard to her, are different, I 
advised Captain Manly, together with his officers, to make 
oath fo the truth of the matter; which I now enclose to 
your Excellency. As I was not an eye-witness to the 
affair, cannot with propriety judge so well ; would refer 
your Excellency to Colonel Glover and some others who 
were eye-witnesses to it, and when your Excellency is 
rightly informed, think you will be the best judge of the 
matter. 

I must beg the favour of troubling your Excellency the 
last time with regard to the North- Briton, whether to de- 
liver her, with her effects, to the Committee of Safety, 
before they pay me what charges 1 have been at, or not. 

As to Captain Manly using any violent measures to lake 
possession of the schooner from Ireland, he has not, and 
shall advise him, by your Excellency's order, not to; and 
beg leave to subscribe myself your Excellency's most 



obedient humble servant, 



Patrick Grosme, Prases. 



Orkney, November 14, 1775. 



William Bartlett. 



His Excellency General Washington. 



address of the mayor, etc, of the town of rye. 

Address of the Mayor, Jurats, Freemen, and principal 
Inhabitants of the Town of Bye, presented to His Majesty 
by Middleton Onslow, Esq., one of their Representatives 
in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Jurats, Freemen, and 

principal Inhabitants of your Majesty's ancient Town 

of Rye, in the County of Sussex. 

We, your Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, the May- 
or, Jurats, Freemen, and principal Inhabitants of the an- 
cient Town of Bye, in the County of Sussex, do humbly 
entreat that your Majesty will permit us, with the most 
profound respect, to approach your royal person with our 
most grateful acknowledgments that your Majesty has fully 
answered the warmest and utmost hopes and expectations 
of your loyal subjects. It is with the highest gratitude we 
are thankful for the great and constant regard your Majes- 
ty shows for the lives and fortunes of your good and loyal 
people, and the more than paternal tenderness for those 
whom the laws of their Country, though the best and mild- 
est in the world, cannot keep within the bounds of duty to 
your Majesty or their fellow-subjects. 

It is our sincere wish, great Sire, that a speedy and hon- 
ourable end may be put to the rebellion of your Majesty's 
subjects in America; and we beg your Majesty to accept 
of our assurances that we will most cordially and cheer- 
fully contribute our proportion, with your Majpsty's other 
good subjects, to enable your Majesty to bring that event 
to pass, by such measures as shall be thought most proper 
to be pursued by your Majesty's wisdom and the advice of 
your Parliament ; and that we will be ready, at all times, 
and on every occasion, to manifest to the world our un- 
shaken loyalty to your Majesty. 

Rye, November 14, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, ETC., OF ORK- 
NEY. 

Address of the Justices of the Peace, Commissioners of 
Supply, and Freeholders of the County of Orkney, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Thomas Dundas, Esq., Repre- 
sentative in Parliament for the County of Stirling. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Justices of the Peace, Commissioners of Supply, and Free- 
holders of the County of Orkney, think it our indispensa- 
ble duty, at this time, to approach your throne, and to tes- 
tify our regard and reverence for your Majesty's person 
and Government, and for the established Constitution of 
the British Empire. 

Deeply impressed with these sentiments, we view with 
abhorrence the unnatural rebellion which has broke forth 
among your subjects in America, and the anarchy and con- 
fusion into which these once happy people have been so 
rashly hurried by the artful designs of factious and despe- 
rate men. We earnestly hope that the Parliament, the 
Great Council of this Nation, will give your Majesty such 



ADDRESS OF THE CORPORATION OF MAIDENHEAI). 

Address of the Mayor, High Steward, Steward, Bridge- 
masters, and Burgesses of the Corporation of Maidenhead, 
in the County of Berks, presented to His Majesty by Pe- 
nyslon Powney, Esq. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Mayor, High Steward, Stew- 
ard, Bridgemasters, and Burgesses of the Corporation 
of Maidenhead, in the County o/*Berks. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subject:-, be»- 
leave to approach your Majesty with those sentiments of 
regard which are due to the best of Sovereigns, and with 
that freedom which we are entitled to as Englishmen. 

We see, with infinite concern, that our fellow-subjects in 
America have suffered themselves to be so misled by evil 
and designing men as to erect the standard of rebellion ; 
and it is matter of surprise to us, who daily feel the happy 
effects of a mild and gentle reign, that there should in any 
part of your Dominions be found men so blind to their 
own welfare, and so ripe for civil war, as to break down 
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the barrier of civil society, and place their hopes of liberty 
in anarchy and devastation. 

Convinced as we are, by innumerable instances of your 
Majesty's regard to our happy form of Government, we 
could safely trust our dearest rights in your hands ; but as 
we are bound by every consideration to transmit those 
rights to our posterity, we cannot but protest against the 
principles of those men, who, by asserting the dependance 
of America on the Crown, exclusively of the Parliament 
of Great Britain, endeavour to point out a distinction, 
that in future times may be productive of the most fatal 
consequences to both. 

We thank you, Sire, for the paternal care you are taking 
of those Kingdoms, by, we hope, the effectual means you 
are pursuing, to reduce to the obedience of the laws these 
thoughtless men, whom neither gratitude for past assis- 
tance, nor the remembrance of blood and treasure shed 
and expended in their defence and support, nor even the 
ties of nature subsisting between us, can hold in peace. 

As friends to our excellent Constitution, we can but ex- 
press our indignation against those who have been the pro- 
moters, the leaders, and the abetters of rebellion ; but we 
rely on your wisdom, your moderation, and that attribute 
of Heaven, your mercy, that, when it shall please God to 
open their eyes to reason, and turn their hearts to peace, 
you will receive them with open arms, as your people and 
our fellow-subjects, and convince them that by taxation is 
not meant oppres-ion, and that true liberty is not founded 
on licentiousness. 

The common seal of the said Corporation was hereunto 
affixed, on the 14th day of November, in the year of our 
Lord 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE HIGH SHERIFF, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
BERKS, 

Address of the High Sheriff, Gentry, Clergy, Freehold- 
ers, and other Inhabitants of the County of Berks, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Bartholomew Price, Esq., High 
Sheriff of the said County. 

To the ^King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Address of the High Sheriff, Gentry, Clergy, 
Freeholders, and other Inhabitants of the County oj 
Berks. 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful, loyal, and affectionate 
subjects, the High Sheriff, Gentry, Clergy, Freeholders, 
any other Inhabitants of the County of Berks, beg leave 
to approach your royal throne with the strongest assurances 
of our steady attachment to your Majesty's and this Na- 
tion's united cause, in opposition to the insolent efforts of 
all the enemies of peace, order, and good Government, 
wherever exerted by factious clamour, or by rebellious in- 
surrection. 

An experience, coeval with your Majesty's reign, hath 
taught us, that your Majesty's first and most zealous aim 
hath been to win the affection and cheerful obedience of 
all your subjects, by all those methods of indulgence, pa- 
tronage, and gentleness, which do, in the nature of things, 
tend to dispose the minds of men to submit themselves, 
with all thankfulness, to so patriotick a sovereignty ; and 
we cannot, without the deepest concern, observe, that the 
event of so gracious a trial hath, through the treacherous 
workings of Republican malevolence, so totally disappoint- 
ed your Majesty's just and reasonable expectations, and 
those of all good men; and that the good will and lenity, 
which pervade and adorn all your Majesty's measures of 
Government, have served only to raise, to animate, to in- 
flame the stubborn spirit of insult and rebellion, especially 
in your Majesty's late highly favoured Provinces in Ame- 
rica. 

The tender emotions of humanity, foreseeing the calami- 
ties of the storm which that spirit hath raised, cannot but 
incline us to wish, that the common sentiments of gratitude 
had so duly operated in the hearts of our fellow-subjects 
there, as to have retained them in their most bounden duty 
of cheerful submission to those mild laws and equitable 
regulations with which the Legislature of their Mother 
Country hath an undoubted right to require their most 
cheerful compliance. 

Such compliance, (against which no pleas of exemption 
have been offered, but what malice and chicane have labo- 



riously set up, to be, by plain truth and fact, with no labour, 
overthrown,) such compliance would happily have prevent- 
ed that lamentable indigence and distress of the Rebel Pro- 
vinces, that miserable effusion of Christian blood, which, it 
is to be feared, are now become the necessary though harsh 
remedies of their pestilential disease. 

And since an obstinate and active rebellion, subsisting 
in any part of your Majesty's Dominions, can hardly fail, 
unless it be seasonably suppressed, of producing events 
highly calamitous to the whole, and of consequence deeply 
afflictive to your Majesty's paternal heart, we do, with all 
that alacrity and zeal of duty, which grateful subjects owe 
to such a Sovereign, assure your Majesty, that we are firmly 
determined, with our utmost ability and influence, to sup- 
port such vigorous measures as your Majesty's wisdom and 
prudence, in concert with that of the great Council of the 
Nation, may think proper to adopt, for reducing mad and 
ruinous revolt to quiet and wholesome submission; and for 
establishing, in its full force, the legislative authority of Great 
Britain over the Dominions of the British Crown, in their 
widest extent. 

With no small satisfaction we foresee, that, when your 
Majesty's firmness and magnanimity shall have obtained 
this just triumph over the treacherous and ungrateful, you 
will celebrate one more highly pleasing to you, in "re- 
ceiving the misled with tenderness and mercy." 



COMMITTEE OF FAIRFAX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) TO GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

Alexandria, November 14, 1775. 

Sir: By order of the Committee of this County, there 
was shipped from hence by Messrs. Henley §• Call, on the 
1 8th of November, 1774, one hundred and fifty-seven bar- 
rels flour, in the Schooner Volatile, Captain Woodbury, 
amounting to £215 10s.; and the freight paid here, £23 
lis.) also fifty bushels beans, amount, £10; and eleven 
barrels bread and five barrels of flour by the Captains Hil- 
tan and Rust, amount, £ 14 9s. 3d. ; the contingent charges 
paid here £5 3s. 6d. — makes in the whole £268 13s. 9d., 
say two hundred and sixty eight pounds, thirteen shillings 
and nine pence. Our Committee has also, by the favour 
of John Cu<tis, Esq., sent £53 13s. 3.7. to be distributed, 
as you see necessary, among the deserving poor of Boston : 
there are still some more subscriptions to come in, which 
shall be forwarded as soon as they are received. 

This Committee has never been favoured with a line 
from the Committee in Boston, acknowledging the receipt 
of any thing being received from hence, which surprises 
them. You have too much business upon your hands to 
request an inquiry into it. May every happiness attend 
you, in your endeavours in establishing that liberty so es- 
sentially necessary for the good of mankind ; and that you 
may return with laurels among your friends is the sincere 
wish of, Sir, your most obedient humble servants, 
John Dalton, } „ „ . ,-, r , 
Wm. Ramsay, \ For Fu%r J ax Committee. 



SAMUEL McMASTERS TO DR. JAMES TILTON. 

Lewes, November 14, 1775. 

Sir: This informs you, that an indictment was found 
by the Grand Jury of Sussex County, against a number of 
zealous friends to their Country, for, as is said, insulting a 
certain J. C. The particulars are as follows : /. C, some 
time in the month of September, came to Lewes, and in an 
open, profane manner, cursed the honourable Continental 
Congress, and all those that would not curse it ; calling 
upon the Supreme Being, in a most solemn manner, to d — n 
the Congress, and all that would not d — d it ; that d — d 
set would ruin the Country. For which expressions, and 
such like, it was thought proper he should he had up be- 
fore the Committee of Inspection, as guilty of treason 
against the liberties of America, and also the Congress ; 
for the Congress acting suitable to the power delegated, 
that body ought to be esteemed as King, and therefore 
whatever is said against that body should be deemed trea- 
son. C. being had up before the Committee, and the facts 
before mentioned sufficiently proved, one of ihe audience 
said " it sounded like a death warrant." C, in an insulting, 
swearing way, said, " put it in execution." However, upon 
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mature consideration of the Committee, some of which 
were no better than C, a sort of recantation was drawn up 
and signed by C, but by no means satisfactory to the peo- 
ple. Upon which some concluded we should proceed in 
the new mode of making converts, by bestowing upon C. 
a coat of tar and feathers ; but after some hesitation, and 
much persuasion, were prevented from using any violent 
measures, unless beating the drum a few rods, and two 
boys throwing an egg apiece unknown to the men, which, 
as soon as they were observed, were immediately stopped. 
No threatening or abusive language was made use of to 
intimidate or affright him. This is as near the state of the 
matter as I can recollect. This they have made a riot of, 
and J. M., Esq., as King's Attorney, has acted in this mat- 
ter. 

Now, if such offenders as C. are permitted to bring us 
under the cognizance of the civil law, all the friends to 
liberty here in Sussex may as well give up as contend any 
longer; for we are too weak to oppose Ministerial tools. 

This from your's to serve, c AT ~m T 

3 Samuel McM asters. 

To Doctor James Tilton. 

DR. JAMES TILTON TO SAMUEL McMASTERS. 

Sir: Yours of the 14th instant came safe to hand. I 
am not a little surprised at the contents of it. I have heard 
a great deal of Sussex toryism, but imagined, if you had 
really such among you, they would have acted more in- 
geniously than by playing oiF the civil law, as an engine, 
against the sons of liberty. The recent success of Mr. H., 
I should have thought, would have taught them better. 
Your Grand Jury must certainly have been infatuated with 
very undue prejudices, or they never could have counte- 
nanced such an indictment as you mention. 

I wish I was able to give you such advice as would be 
profitable to your deluded countrymen ; but when I consi- 
der that I am writing to a man younger than myself, and 
who has perhaps as little influence in Sussex as I have in 
Kent, I conceive I cannot testify my esteem for a lover of 
our liberty belter than by communicating my sentiments, on 
present troubles, in as short and plain a manner as I can. 

I lay it down as a maxim, that the claim of England on 
America, " to tax. her in all cases whatsoever," is aftrontive 
to common sense, not to be tolerated, but spurned at by 
freemen, and to be resisted to the last extremity whenever 
attempted to be put in execution. It is found equally true, 
by our experience, that the civil or municipal laws of the 
Provinces are not sufficient to defend us against the unjust 
and cruel means used to bring us under unjust and arbitra- 
ry taxation. What resource, then, had America left her? 
Why, she appealed to the law of nature, which, having a 
like respect to all, is founded only in justice and truth. In 
doing this, however, the Americans have not violated the 
Constitution of England, (as their enemies have suggest- 
ed,) for that being founded in liberty cannot be repugnant 
to the eternal and immutable laws of truth and justice. 
By the law of nature, then, and the Constitution of Eng- 
land, we are perfectly right in defending our rights and li- 
berties. The law of nature is above all others, and con- 
stantly governs in the last exigency of affairs. In our pre- 
sent struggle, is it not equally necessary to guard against 
intestine enemies as foreign foes? But by what law of the 
land can we do it? By none, and therefore we appeal to 
the law of nature. By this law, the Representatives of 
a people in Committee publish an enemy and make him 
infamous forever ; and by this law the people at large tar 
and feather tories and traitors. The sole object of natural 
law is justice; and agreeable to it, in Mr. C.'s case, the 
only question should be, has his punishment been more 
than adequate to his crimes? If he has discovered him- 
self unfriendly to his Country, and especially to America, 
his light escape could be owing to nothing but °reat par- 
tiality or uncommon humanity in his countrymen. And as 
to those men, who would now take advantage of the civil 
law against those who were the instruments of justice on C, 
in behalf of their Country, I take it for granted they have 
a plentiful stock of ignorance or an uncommon share of 
boldness and wickedness; and I will venture to add, that 
were they in any part of the United Colonics, besides Sus- 
sex, they would in the one case meet with proper instruc- 
tion, and in the other suitable correction. 



TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-YORK. 

New-York, November 14, 1775. 

Of late, I have observed in Mr. Rivington's and Mr. 
Gaine's newspapers, sundry publications that have the 
same pernicious tendency with those that used to abound in 
those papers some months ago, before the flight of Cooper, 
Wilkins, fcc., and the silence, association, and pretended 
reformation of many inveterate, rancorous enemies to the 
rights and freedom of the British Colonies, for which we 
are now contending. Indeed, considering the conduct and 
avowed principles of these tory gentry, there was no per- 
son, of common understanding, that believed there was any 
reality or sincerity in the apparently sudden change of their 
disposition from enemies to friends of the English Consti- 
tution, the rights and liberties of their Country. The 
seeming change, we have the greatest reason to believe, 
was only the effect of the basest of all causes — pusilla- 
nimity and cowardice — upon finding the friends to their 
Country to be the strongest party. After a silence and 
inactivity of several months, these tory vermin begin to 
creep out again, one after another, and, according to their 
natures, renew their works of mischief. At first, they begin 
with small matteis, and, if they pass with impunity, pro- 
ceed to those that are greater, enormous, and intolerable. 
They begin their operations with caution and secrecy. 
They appear disguised and in small numbers ; but, embold- 
ened by one another, they soon increase in number, work 
more openly, and at last venture to show themselves, and 
act without disguise. But the work in which we are now 
engaged is of too much consequence for us to suffer it to 
be interrupted, and its success endangered by an ill-judged 
lenity and indulgence to those most noxious animals, who 
aim at nothing less than our destruction, and stripping us 
of every thing that can be held valuable by reasonable 
creatures. It behooves us, then, as we value our lives, and, 
what should be still dearer to us than our lives, the right3 
and liberties of our Country and posterity, to hunt out, 
find, and destroy, or at least disable, these most detestable 
creatures, that otherwise will destroy or enslave us. This 
is no time for ceremony or forbearance. Our all is at stake. 
-We must succeed in the enterprise in which we are en- 
gaged, or perish in the attempt, and be the most abject, 
miserable, and despised people of all the human race. 
Shall we hazard all these dreadful consequences, rather than 
punish, as they justly deserve, a set of wretches who are 
labouring, by every secret art of deceit and villany, to 
bring them upon us, and ruin us forever? No. Rather 
let them be perished and rooted out. The publications in 
Mr. Rivinglon's and Mr. Gaine's papers, that gave rise to 
these reflections, are more than I can now remember, as I 
have not those papers by me. One, however, was a copy 
of a long letter from London, tending to represent the pro- 
ceedings of the people in America, in defence of their just 
rights and freedom, as unreasonable, criminal, and rebel- 
lious ; the conduct of the Parliament and Ministry of Eng- 
land, to be lawful and necessary. That their disposition 
towards America was friendly and benevolent ; that they 
aimed at nothing but a constitutional, legal authority over 
America, equally necessary for its own welfare, as that of 
all other parts of the British Dominions. That the whole 
body of the Nation, except an inconsiderable part, of little 
weight or influence, were unanimously against us. That 
the manufacturing part of the Nation were little affected by 
our Non-Importation Agreement, and that we must be final- 
ly overcome by the power of Great Britain. The whole 
tendency and design of the letter was to disunite and dis- 
courage us in our necessary defence, to persuade us to give 
up our rights and liberties to Great Britain, submit to the 
authority it claims over us, and to its mercy for our oppo- 
position to it. 

This vile letter, which, by the style r.nd sentiment?, I 
imagine is the production of Dr. Cooper, was first pub- 
lished in Mr. Rivington's, and the next week in Mr. 
Gaine's paper. Since that publication, several others of 
the like tendency have appeared in each of these papers, 
among which may be reckoned Moivat's nonsensical, inso- 
lent letter to the people of Falmouth, before he began his 
act of murder and high treason in firing upon the Town. 
The Address of the Quakers, dated 26th October, signed 
John Pemberton, published in Mr. Rivinglon's last paper, 
without the answer and refutation of it, contained in the 
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Petition and Remonstrance of the Committee of the City the Congress, and other friends to the rights and liber- 

of Philadelphia, on the 31st of the same month, presented ties of America, that inquiries should be made of the 

to the General Assembly of the Colony then sitting. In printers, who it was that handed these insidious pieces to 

Mr. Game's last paper, an account of the success of Major the press; and I dare engage they will be found to be 

Roach, in raising recruits in Ireland to fight against the secret and dangerous enemies. Also, that a Committee 

Americans, when all the papers agree that whatever may should be appointed to watch over the publications in our 

be the success of that particular man, through the influence papers, and answer all such as might have a dangerous 

of his musick, his parade, his gold, and his beer, his insidi- tendency in deceiving the people. Also, that an inquiry 

ous, delusive speech, and the interest of the venal, minis- should be made to discover those persons who have wick- 

terial noblemen and gentry who assist him, yet the service edly endeavoured to destroy the credit and currency of the 

is so disagreeable to the people of Ireland, in general, that paper money, or bills of credit, issued by the Continental 

few of the recruiting officers can prevail upon a man to and each Provincial Congress. The faith of each Colony 

enlist and fight against their American brethren; which is in particular, and of all conjunctly, is engaged to support 

also the case in many parts of England. These, and many the credit of each respective species of currency, and the 

other such like pieces, ought never to appear in our news- success of all our operations depends on their being sup- 



papers without answers, at the same time, to expose their 
fallacy, and prevent the people from being deceived by 
them. General Howe's illegal Proclamations and Associ- 
ations, and even the King's last Proclamation, are all cal- 
culated to intimidate and deceive the people, and ought 
not to appear without comments and remarks, to expose 
their fallacy and prevent their effects. Of the same kind, 
also, are two extracts of letters from London, one dated 
the 4th, the other the 10th of September, in Mr. Gaine's 
last paper. The first would frighten us by representing 
the vast preparations making against us, and treating us as 
a deluded people, in our opposition to tyrannical power; 
the other, in persuading us " that all we can do will be in- 
effectual. That England considers the loss of our trade, and 



ported in full credit. He, therefore, who endeavours to 
depreciate or render their credit doubtful, ought to be noted, 
deemed an enemy to America, and treated accordingly. 
An Occasional Remarker. 



COLONY OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

By the major part of the Council. 

To the several Sheriffs of the Counties of Essex, Mid- 
dlesex, Plymouth, Hampshire, Bristol, end Wor- 
cester, greeting : 

You are hereby severally ordered and directed forthwith 
to make return of all the Prisoners in the respective Jails 



of which you are keepers, committed by order of the major 
our military preparations in our own defence, as matters of part of the Council, or by the General of the American 
no importance; and yet, from a benevolent disposition, la- Army, in the manner following, viz: Their names, their 



ments the woes we are drawing upon ourselves. That our 
pretended friends in England are not to be relied on or 
credited ; that our non-importation scheme is of little con- 
sequence to England; that the bulk of the people are 
against us ; our advocates few and inconsiderable ; and that 
we shall fatally be convinced of it, if we do not fall upon 
some mode of pacification before the spring — that is, if we 
do not, before that, do something that shall, in effect, be a 
surrender of our rights and liberties, by admitting a right 
in the .Parliament of Great Britain to make laws to bind 
and tax us in all cases (or in any case) whatsoever." 

But, my brethren, in my turn, let me warn you not to 
be deceived by such representations as these, which are 
notorious and abominable falsehoods, intended not for your 
good, but to betray you into all the miseries they are falsely 
pretended to avert ; for slavery includes every evil human 
nature has to dread. I am ready to die in defence of the 
principles I recommend to you ; and I advise you to die, 
rather than yield one tittle of your rights to the unjust, un- 
constitutional claims of a tyrannical Parliament anil Minis- 
try. If you yield a tittle, you are undone ; you and your 
posterity will be absolute and confirmed slaves forever. 
God has formed you free; his service is perfect freedom. 
Freedom, therefore, he has given you, for an everlasting 
inheritance, which no man has a right to take away. You 
cannot part with it without affronting the God who gave it, 
and despising the inheritance to which he has made you 
heirs. Fear not but that he will enable you to defend it, 
if you are not wanting to yourselves. You have God and 
justice on your side. With such aids, no power in nature 
can prevail against us. 

The Ministry and Parliament of Great Britain, authors 
of all the late oppressive acts against America, have de- 
monstrated a fixed design to destroy the English Constitu- 
tion, (the Englishman's boast and glory,) and established, 
in its stead, an arbitrary, tyrannical Government. Is it pos- 
sible that Englishmen, or their friends, can lend a helping 
hand to destroy that glorious Constitution that has distin- 
guished them from all other nations, and is the only cause 
of the greatness and power to which they have risen ? 
None but real enemies to England can fight against its 
Constitution. Such are the Parliament and Ministry who 
passed the Declaratory Act, and all the late acts against 
America, beginning with the act for shutting up the port 
of Boston. Every one of these acts I do affirm to be acts 
of hi"h treason against the English Constitution, and I 
challenge all the lawyers in the British Dominions to re- 
fute me. I would enlaTge upon this subject, but the com- 
pass of your paper will not admit of it. 

I would humbly recommend to the Committee of Safety, 
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in the manner 
several ages, where born, how long they have lived in 
America, whether they are married or unmarried, those 
who are married where their families are, by whom they 
were committed, for what cause, and what is their present 
state and circumstances. 

Given under our hands, at the Council Chamber in Wa- 
tertoivn, the 14th day of November, Anno Domini 1775. 
By their Honours' command : 

Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 
James Otis, B. Lincoln, 

W. Spooler, M. Farley, 

Caleb Cushing, J. Palmer, 
J. Winthrop, S. Holten, 

Joseph Gerrish, Jabez Fisher, 
John Whttcomb, John Taylor, 
James Prescott, B. White. 
Eldad Taylor, 



TRUCE BETWEEN CAPTATN WALLACE AND THE TOWN OF 
NEWPORT. 

Colony of Rhode-Island, &o. 

The following are published by order of the General 

Committee. Witness: tt„„„„ w.™ c„„'„' 

Henry Ward, oecy. 

[No. 1.] His Majesty's Ship Rose, November 14, 1775. 

I will suspend hostilities against the Town, till I have 
further orders, upon their supplying the King's ships with 
fresh beef, Sic. Let it remain neuter. The ferry and mar- 
ket boats to supply it unmolested. If the Rebels enter the 
Town and break the neutrality, I hold myself disengaged, 
and at liberty to do my utmost for the King's service. 

James Wallace. 

To the Inhabitants of the Town of Newport. 

At a Town Council, Newport, November 14, 1775 : 
The Council accepts the Letter from Captain Wallace as 

a truce, and hopes General Hopkins will accept it in the 

same light. 

[No. 2.] Head.Quavters, November 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I received a copy of a letter, signed by 
James Wallace, commander of His Majesty's Ship Rose, 
together with your approbation of its contents. In answer 
to which, I am to let you know that I will permit you to 
supply the Ministerial Navy, now in your harbour, with 
fresh provisions, &c, provided the quantity be ascertained, 
and is no more than is sufficient, or has been heretofore 
made use of, and that under the inspection of a man that 
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I shall appoint and authorize, and not otherwise ; provided 
that he, (said Wallace,) with all the vessels and boats under 
his command and direction, let all the wood, market, and 
ferry boats, pass and repass, together with their passengers 
and effects, unmolested and unexamined ; on failure or 
breach of which, I shall immediately stop the supplies. 
This is all that can be expected in supplying the Ministe- 
rial Navy, except they remove out of cannon-shot of the 
Town of Newport. 1 am, Sic, 

Ezek Hopkins, Brigadier-General. 

To the Worshipful Town Council of the Town of Netv- 
port. 

[No. 3.] Newport, November 16, 1775. 

Sir: Your proposal for settling a truce between the 
Town of Newport and Captain Wallace, we have received 
and examined ; and as the word unexamined, in your pro- 
posal, seems to us will not be complied with by Capt. Wal- 
lace, request you will leave the same out, as we apprehend 
it contrary to his instructions and the acts of Parliament, 
and are fearful it will greatly impede the wished-for truce. 

I am, in behalf of the Town Council of Newport, Sir, 

'■ Wm. Coddington, Council Clerk. 

To Ezek Hopkins, Esq., Brigadier-General of the Forces 
in this Colony. 

[No. 4,] Head-Quarters, November 16, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I received yours this day, wherein you re- 
quest the word unexamined may be left out of my proposals, 
which 1 now give you leave to do; but 1 think it would 
be more for your interest to let it remain. 

' "' Ezek Hopkins, Brigadier-General. 
To the Worshipful Town Council of the Town of Newport. 

[No. 5.] Newport, November 16, 1775. 

Sir : Your proposals for a truce with this Town were 
laid before us yesterday, by a Committee appointed to wait 
on you for that purpose. We should be happy in com- 
plying with them, but our very unhappy situation, we fear, 
is such, that however anxious we are to comply with your 
proposals, we shall not have it in our power, unless Cap- 
tain Wallace will please to consent and agree that whatever 
provisions, &ic, he may have occasion for, should be pro- 
cured and furnished him by Samuel Dyre, Esq., who will 
wait on you, to receive your orders for the same, whenever 
you please. Our great fear is, that should your men be 
suffered by you to come into our market, we should not 
be able to prevent them from being taken. If Captain 
Wallace will agree to be furnished by Mr. Dyre, we hope 
the truce may be preserved : and you may be assured every 
thing shall be done by us, and the greatest part of the in- 
habitants remaining in Town, that it shall not be violated 
on our parts. We also promise that every thing shall be 
done to prevent the troops from coming into Town. Cap- 
tain Wallace to be furnished with fresh beef, &c, for his 
ships' use, lying under his command here; the ferry, mar- 
ket, fish, and wood boats, to pass and repass, unmolested. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Town Council of 

" ' War. Copdington, Council Clerk. 

To James Wallace, Esq., Commander of His Majesty's 
Ship Rose. 

[No. 6.] His Majesty's Ship Rose, November 1G, 1775. 

Gentlemen: I have received yours of the 16th instant. 
It is perfectly agreeable to me to take the provisions from 
any person you choose to appoint. The greatest care shall 
be taken to preserve the truce on our side ; for which reason 
our men shall not be permitted to enter the Town, unless 
the Rebels enter, and oblige us for the King's service. 

I am, &ic, James Wallace. 

To the Inhabitants of the Town of Newport. 

[No. 7.] 
At a Town Council, Newport, November 16, 1775 : 
The Council, having received the within from Captain 
Wallace, consent that he shall be supplied, for his Ships' 
use, in this harbour, with two thousand pounds weight of 



Beef, per week ; and has now requested six hogsheads of 
Rum, which we think it necessary he should be supplied 
with, as, by the best information we can obtain, he has 
about five hundred men now to victual, on board the ves- 
sels under his command. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Town Council of 

" ' Wm, Coddington, Council Clerk. , 

To Ezek Hopkins, Esq., Brigadier-General of the Forces 
in this Colony. 

[No. 8.] Newport, November 17, 1775. 

Sir: We received yours of this date, wherein you permit 
the ships under the command of Capt. Wallace to be sup- 
plied, weekly, with sixteen hundred weight of beef, and 
two hogsheads of rum. The Committee who went with 
the letters to Captain Wallace, to agree with him respect- 
ing his supplies of provisions, inform us that they stipu- 
lated for two thousand pound weight of beef, per week. 
And the last week he asked for two thousand pound weight- 
but when he came to receive it, took no more than one 
thousand six hundred and twenty-four pounds, he being 
governed by the number of men then belonging to his 
vessels here, under his command ; so that we imagine he 
will take no more than for the number of men he now has 
here, and request you will allow him to take as much as 
he shall require, as far as the amount of two thousand 
pounds weight. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Town Council of 
Newport: 

Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Wm. Coddington, Council Clerk. 

To Ezek Hopkins, Esq., Brigadier-General of the Forces 
now at Middletown. 

[No. 9.] Newport, November 17, 1775. 

Sir : Mr. Christopher Champlin, contractor for victual- 
ling the ships here, this day informed the Council that he 
has now in his possession seventeen barrels of salted pork, 
and five casks of calivance, which he bought in June last, 
for the use of the ships here, under the command of Cap- 
tain Wallace. And he informs us that he some time since 
informed Captain Wallace that he had such provisions 
bought for his service, but, as affairs were, he could not de- 
liver them to him ; and he therefore now informs the Coun- 
cil thereof, that they may act therein as they may judge 
fit. Whereupon, we recommend it that said provisions 
may be delivered to Captain Wallace, for his ships' use, as 
he says he has already charged them, and that his accounts 
are closed. We therefore, if it be agreeable, request that 
you will give orders for the delivery thereof. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Town Council of 
Newport : 

Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Wm. Coddington, Council Clerk. 

To Ezek Hopkins, Esq., Brigadier-General of the Forces 
in this Colony. 

[No. 10.] Head-Quarters, Middletown, November 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I have received a copy of your letter to 
Captain Wallace, and his to you, bearing date the 16th 
inst., and also your request of this date, that the said Wal- 
lace may have delivered him seventeen barrels of pork, 
and five barrels of calivance, now in the store of Mr. Chris- 
topher Champlin. 

You have my permission, under the care and direction 
of Samuel Dyre, Esq., to deliver to Captain Wallace the 
above seventeen barrels of pork, and five barrels of cali- 
vance ; and also lo deliver two hogsheads of rum, and six- 
teen hundred weight of beef, once a week, and that on 
Saturday. Moreover, Samuel Dyre, Esq., has my permis- 
sion to supply the ships with sauce, he rendering to me a 
weekly account of the quantity delivered. 

Ezek Hopkins, Brigadier- General. 
To the Worshipful Town Council of Neioport. 

Newport, ss. 

The above and foregoing ten Letters, No. 1 to 10, are 
true copies. Witness ; 

Wm. Coddington, Council Clerk. 
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TO THE AMERICAN SOLDIERY. 

Worthy Fellow- Soldiers : 

When 1 take a view of the extensive Country we inha- 
bit, and consider the surprising rapidity with which it has 
emerged from a state of savage barbarity, in which it was 
a century and a half past involved ; when I traverse the 
pleasant fields, and take a survey of the elegant buildings 
and beautiful landscapes rising to my view, where, not long 
since, the impenetrable forests and inhospitable wilds, the 
haunts of prowling wolves, forbade the approach of the af- 
frighted traveller ; when I view these once dreary wastes 
blossoming as the rose, and teeming with an ample supply 
of all the conveniences of life; in fine, when I attend to 
the almost incredible rapidity of population in the Ameri- 
can Colonies, I am struck with astonishment at the boun- 
tiful rewards of the industry of our worthy forefathers, and 
cannot forbear anticipating the future grandeur of this west- 
ern world. The number of inhabitants, according to the 
most accurate estimates that have been made, doubles in 
every period of twenty-five years ; the Continental Con- 
gress has estimated the number of inhabitants in eleven 
Colonies at three millions— equal to about three-fifths of 
those in the whole Island ol Great Britain. In the year 
1800, according to the foregoing calculation, it will amount 
to six millions. Let us stretch our ideas to the year 2000, 
and our computation furnishes us with the number of one 
thousand five hundred and thirty-six millions — a computa- 
tion which almost exceeds human conception ; but it is not 
greater than what may rationally be expected, if they con- 
tinue to increase in the proportion they have hitherto done. 
It may, perhaps, be objected, that in indulging the sallies 
of too sanguine an imagination, I have neglected to con- 
sider, that as the rapid increase of inhabitants in the Ame- 
rican Colonies has proceeded chiefly from that spirit of 
■emigration which, in consequence of the cheapness of lands 
and healthiness of the climate, has actuated the Europeans, 
of almost all nations, to purchase freeholds for their fami- 
lies, and as those unappropriated lands are daily becoming 
less extensive, this source of population must in a short time 
fail us. I know it is an axiom in politicks, that beyond a 
determinate degree of population, in any Country, the pro- 
portion of the increase of number diminishes ; but, to an- 
swer these objections, 1 need only point to those almost 
Unbounded deserts which extend from our most western 
settlements to the Pacificli Ocean — regions hitherto unex- 
plored by the most indefatigable researches. To this pleas- 
ing portrait, if we add the proportionable improvements in 
agriculture, the military and polite arts and sciences, toge- 
ther with that increase of wealth and importance which will 
result from an unconfined trade, they may perhaps render 
this once despicable Country the most powerful and august 
Empire which the annals of history can boast. Let us look 
around us, then, my fellow-soldiers ; let us contemplate 
this pleasing figure ; let us make a solemn pause, and then 
ask ourselves whether we are willing to relinquish not only 
our present enjoyments, but all our hopes of securing hap- 
piness and freedom for our children, and thereby spurn 
those privileges which the God of nature has conferred 
upon us in such beneficent profusion. Let us ask ourselves 
whether we will see our wives and children, with every 
thing that is dear to us, subjected to the merciless rage of 
uncontrolled despotism. Or, are any of us at a loss con- 
cerning our duty, in this day of general distress, let us 
repair to the graves of our sleeping forefathers ; let us con- 
sult their venerable manes upon this momentous occasion. 
Would they not, if it were possible, reanimate their entomb- 
ed dust, or burst forth from their gloomy caverns, and point 
to those wounds they received in securing the Country 
which gave us birth from the inhuman depredations of their 
faithless enemies ? Would they not recount the numerous 
perils to which they were exposed in crossing a wide ocean, 
the hardships and almost insurmountable difficulties they 
encountered in every form ? Would they not, with a degree 
of noble indignation, upbraid us with ingratitude to them, 
and want of spirit and manly resolution, in cruelly hesitating 
one moment to defend and secure to our posterity what 
cost them so much blood and treasure ? Let us clothe our 
faces with an ingenuous blush for our criminal indifference; 
let us drop a grateful tear in tribute to the memory of men, 
the very relation of whose disinterested exertions and un- 
paralleled sufferings should be sufficient to inspire us with 



an heroick ardour in the glorious enterprise of transmitting 
to our children those sacred rights to which we ourselves 
were born ; let us fly to the only means left for our defence, 
and swear to those venerable shades, that their sons will 
never disgrace their unsullied names with the execrable 
epithet of slave. 

But if these considerations are not sufficient to inspire 
us with fortitude and resolution, there are still higher mo- 
tives, which cannot fail to unite us in this noble struggle. 
We are engaged, my fellow-soldiers, in the cause of vir- 
tue, of liberty, of God. For God's sake, then, let us play 
the man ; for God's sake, let us neglect no requisite pre- 
cautions to frustrate the cruel attempts of our remorseless 
foes ; for God's sake, let us encourage regularity and good 
order in the Army, by paying implicit obedience to the 
commands of our officers ; let us consider the importance 
of discipline, and the terror which the most exact uniform- 
ity in performing the military manoeuvres generally strikes 
upon the most experienced enemy. What rendered the 
Spartan Army the glory of the Grecian Empire, and caus- 
ed even Xerxes the Great to tremble, but that hardy mode 
of discipline to which they were from their infancy, by the 
law of Lycurgus, habituated ? What but an unreserved 
confidence of the Roman soldiers in the abilities of their 
commanders enabled them to conquer an illustrious Han- 
nibal? What but an unremitted attention to the art of 
war procured them the empire of the world, by wresting it 
from the hands of the Grecian warriors? What but a 
neglect of this rendered them an easy prey to their savage 
neighbours? In fine, these are the necessary artifices by 
which the glory of the British arms has extended to the 
most distant shores. Let Americans catch that beautiful 
regularity, and hardy form of discipline, which Britons, 
through debauchery and effeminacy, are losing. Let us 
not consider these matters as of little importance; they are 
absolutely necessary in a Standing Army, of the greatest 
importance in a Militia. We may hope, then, that the lat- 
ter will, by the wisdom of our Senators, be immediately 
put under proper regulations, since their assistance may be 
rendered indispensably necessary in any emergency ; let 
us be constant in attending our duty and in guarding our 
lines, that we may be ready at all times to repel our enemy. 
Though they may not, perhaps, venture without the reach 
of their cannon, yet they will doubtless endeavour to plun- 
der our pastures, to satisfy their hunger, as in the week 
past; and we cannot be too vigilant in our endeavours to 
frustrate them ; let us resolve to follow our officers to an 
honourable death or a glorious victory. At worst, it is 
only dying a few days sooner than we otherwise should ; 
it is only losing a few days of a devoted life. If we live to 
conquer, we gain our freedom, and reap the fruits of it. 

Our cruel enemies have forced us to pass the Rubicon; 
we have begun the noble work, and there is no retreating. 
The King of Britain has proclaimed us Rebels. The 
sword is drawn, and the scabbard must be thrown away. 
There is no medium between a glorious defence and the 
most abject slavery. If we fail in our endeavours to repel 
the assaults of tyranny, we are to expect no mercy. The 
brave but miserable Corsicans may serve for an example 
of the unrestrained ravages of enraged despotism. On the 
other hand, the States of Holland supply an instance of 
happiness and glory, procured by a noble stand against ab- 
solute power. We would not wish for the absolute inde- 
pendence of the latter, would our inexorable oppressors but 
listen to our just complaints; but, at all events, we are 
determined not to submit to a system of tyranny little infe- 
rior to that slavish thraldom in which the subjects of the 
Turkish Sultan are held. 

Our enemies have ridiculed our courage and military 
skill ; but, by dear-bought experience, they have been con- 
vinced of their error. They are obliged to submit to the 
mortification of being confined within a few acres of land, 
miserably fed upon a beggarly pittance of half-starved ani- 
mal food. We are driving them from our fortresses in the 
West ; our privateers are daily seizing valuable cargoes of 
provisions and other articles upon the seas, where we least 
expected success. In fine, we are supplying ourselves 
with every thing necessary to support the war. New 
schemes of economy are inventing, and I doubt not but we 
shall find our calamities in a short time considerably allevi- 
ated, if not by foreign trade, yet by industry and frugality, 
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which are making such rapid progress throughout the Con- 
tinent. Approving Heaven has hitherto smiled upon almost 
every enterprise. 

Though, from a natural affection to our Mother Country, 
and a reluctance to the effusion of human blood, we quietly 
suffered the enemy to take possession of and fortify the 
Town of Boston, yet they can boast no advantages which 
they have acquired by their arms, except one dear-bought 
spot, which, by superiority of numbers, they with difficulty 
obtained. 

A few more noble exertions, my brave fellow- soldiers, 
a few more spirited struggles, and we secure our liberties ; 
a few more successful battles, and we are a free and happy 
people. We will then retire to our families, and, whilst 
we are regaling ourselves with social festivity, entertain our 
listening children with the fatigues and dangers to which 
they owe their freedom, and show the scars of the honour- 
able wounds we received in the field of battle. Happy the 
man who can boast that he was one of those heroes that 
put the finishing stroke to this arduous work ; in serenity 
may he pass his future days, and, when satisfied with life, 
and expiring under the smiles of an approving conscience, 
bequeath the inestimable patrimony to his grateful chil- 
dren. A Soldier. 

Cambridge, November 14, 1775. 
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ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF LYMINGTON. 

Address of the Mayor, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the 
Borough of Lymington, presented to His Majesty by Sir 
Harry Burrard, Bart., one of their Representatives in 
Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the ancient Borough 
of Lymington, with all humility, approach your royal pre- 
sence at this truly interesting and alarming crisis, and beg 
leave to express, in the warmest terms, our most affection- 
ate and inviolable attachment to your Majesty's person and 
Government. 

It is with the deepest concern we behold that some dis- 
affected, turbulent, and designing men, taking advantage of 
your Majesty's lenity, have been able, by degrees, to 3 de- 
ceive and delude so many of your Majesty's subjects in 
America; and to force others, by the most cruel acts of 
tyranny and oppression, into an avowed and detestable 
rebellion. 

We cannot sufficiently admire the wisdom and lenity of 
your Majesty's Councils, in preparing, with firmness and 
resolution, the means of succouring and protecting the well 
affected and much distressed part of your Majesty's sub- 
jects; and of compelling the refractory to pay a due atten- 
tion to their dependance on the Parent State, and a proper 
obedience to the laws of our inestimable Constitution. Nor 
can any thing render your Majesty's clemency more con- 
spicuous, than the disposition you have manifested of re- 
admitting to your gracious favour and protection such of 
your subjects as may voluntarily retract their errors, and 
return to their duty and allegiance. 

Sensible of your Majesty's paternal care and vigilance to 
promote the happiness of all your people, and to secure to 
them inviolate the full enjoyment of their liberties, and all 
the just rights and privileges delivered down to them from 
their forefathers, we most solemnly assure your Majesty, 
that we shall be ready to risk every thing we hold most 
dear, to keep the dignity and honour of the crown unsul- 
lied, and to maintain and support the supreme legislative 
authority of Great Britain; which we know to be the only 
firm basis of the true happiness of your Majesty's subjects 
in every part of your extensive Dominions. 

That your Majesty may reign long and prosperous, over 
an happy and united people, is the fervent prayer of your 
Majesty's most faithful subjects. 



To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town 

Council of your ancient and royal Burgh of Forfar. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

With hearts full of gratitude we beg leave to express 
our sincere acknowledgments for the many blessings we 
have experienced under your Majesty's mild Government, 
ever since your happy accession to the throne. 

Being sensible that these blessings have spread over all 
your Majesty's extensive Dominions, we must declare our 
utmost abhorrence and detestation of the unnatural and un- 
provoked rebellion raised and carried on by* ourd'eluded 
fellow-subjects in America, which we doubt not hath been 
greatly encouraged by several wicked and turbulent persons 
at home. 

We sincerely lament the present situation of these delu- 
ded people, but, at the same time, as the most effectual 
means for restoring peace and good government, we must 
beg leave to express our earnest wishes, that the measures 
adopted by your Majesty and your two Houses of Parlia- 
ment may be prosecuted with vigour, until all rebellious and 
seditious practices are totally extirpated. And we can 
assure your Majesty, that not only we, but the whole of the 
inhabitants of this Burgh, whom we represent, are ready to 
risk our lives and fortunes in support of such measures. 

Signed in name and by appointment of the Magistrates 
and Town Council of the Burgh of Forfar, and the com- 
mon seal appended, this fifteenth day of November, one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-five years. 

William Ker, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF CAMBRIDGE. 

Address of the Aldermen, Common Councilmen, Free- 
men, and Inhabitants of the Town of Cambridge, presented 
to His Majesty by the Hon. Charles Shane Cadogan and 
Soame Jenyns, Esq., their Representatives in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's dutiful subjects, Aldermen, Com- 
mon Councilmen, Freemen, and Inhabitants of the ancient 
and loyal Town of Cambridge, beg leave, with all duty and 
humility, to approacli the throne at this important crisis, 
on which we do not impertinently presume to obtrude on 
your Majesty our opinions or advice, though for it we have 
numerous and great examples to plead, but desire only 
together with many other of your Majesty's loyal subjects' 
to express at this time our sincere attachment to your Ma- 
jesty's person and Government, our consciousness of your 
Majesty's many royal virtues, our utter detestation of all 
rebellion, treason, and faction, and our steady resolution to 
support your Majesty, to the utmost of our power, against 
all your enemies, whether open or concealed, both at home 
and abroad ; and to assure your Majesty that we place such 
entire confidence in your Majesty's known wisdom and 
goodness, that we cannot entertain the least doubt that 
such measures, either of vigour or lenity, of coercion or in- 
dulgence, will be pursued, as are best adapted to reduce 
your deluded subjects in America, now in a state of rebel- 
lion and anarchy, to a due obedience to your Majesty, and 
submission to the Legislature of Great Britain. 

Cambridge, November 15, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE ANCIENT AND ROYAL BURGH OF FORFAR. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Coun- 
cil of the ancient and royal Burgh of Forfar, transmitted 
to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His Majesty's principal Se- 
cretaries of State, and presented to Hjs Majesty, 



DINWIDDIE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for the County of Dinwiddie, on 
Wednesday, the 15th day of November, 1775, present 
twenty-eight Members: 

Resolved, That no Provisions of any kind, or Fuel, be 
hereafter allowed to be carried from this County, by land 
or water, without a permit from the honourable Commit- 
tee of Safety, or the Committee of this County. 

JEDEDIAH ELDERKIN TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Windham, November 15, 1775. 

Whereas your Honour and Council of Safety, on the 
2d day of November, instant, appointed me, with Major 
Dawes, (now residing in Norwich,) with such Engineers 
as your Honour should procure from his Excellency Gen- 
eral Washington, to repair to and view the circumstances 



1561 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1562 



of the harbour and port at New-London, and neighbouring 
places, and consider of the most proper places and manner 
of fortifying the same against our enemies, &c, according 
to act of Assembly, Sic, after which it so happened that 
no Engineers could be procured; that on the 8th of said 
November, your Honour directed me to wait on said Major 
Dawes, and with him to attend on and perform said ser- 
vice in the best manner we could. 

That on the 9th day of said November, I, at Norwich, 
waited on said Major Dawes, informed him of his being 
appointed in manner aforesaid, and requested him with 
me to attend said service ; which service the said Major 
Dawes declined, for reasons which he judged sufficient 
to excuse him; on which, by the advice of some of your 
Honour's Council of Safety, I went forward to New-Lon- 
don and Groton, to execute said trust, and do the service 
in the best manner I could, by the assistance, information, 
and help of the principal gentlemen of said Towns. On 
my arrival, sent to considerable part, and gave notice to 
almost all the gentlemen living on the banks and near the 
harbour in New-London, among whom were many who, 
by travelling and otherwise, had gained considerable know- 
ledge in fortifications, batteries, and securing harbours, &c. 
I then informed them of your Honour's orders, and that 
I would wish them to view the several places mentioned 
by the Assembly's Committee, and any other they would 
propose as suitable to build works on for the security of 
the harbour; on which, it was the voice of all, that the 
places mentioned in the Committee's report were far the 
best on the harbour, and were so formed and situated that, 
with much the least expense and danger, they might be 
improved for the security of that port. 

We then went on and viewed the island or point called 
Mammicock, with the make, rise, and fall of the ground, 
to and from the point or place where the battery must 
stand ; found the distance from thence to the old fort, to 
the harbour's mouth, and directly across the river. On 
viewing, all were of opinion that the places were good for 
the purpose. The top of the east part is near twenty feet 
above the water; on the top, principally flat rocks; near 
by plenty of turf, suitable for constructing and making of a 
rampart or bank — suppose a bank eighty feet, fronting 
near east, the same length south, the same north, not on 
right angles, with five embrasures in each rampart or bank, 
without bastions or trenches without the works, and five 
cannon, eighteen or twenty-four pounders, well mounted, 
which might with ease be removed from place to place, as 
the service might require. This battery, if built, would 
be one hundred and eighty-two rods from the old fort, a 
little over two miles from the harbour's mouth, and the 
waters of the river on the harbour near east opposite one 
hundred and ninety-two rods; would command the harbour 
in every place northeast and south within reach of their shot. 

We then viewed the place called Winthrop's Point, and 
find the south bluff part of that point is twenty feet above 
the water, very steep, mostly hard gravel, pointing down 
the harbour to the harbour's mouth ; a fine level on the 
top, near the water, to build a battery or breastwork, for 
the improving of cannon, to secure the port of New -Lon- 
don; the land leading to the point so rises and has sundry 
hills and vales, that any number of men may pass and re- 
pass entirely safe from ships in any part of the harbour; 
materials, viz: turf and gravel, plenty and handy. Sup- 
pose ten guns, eighteen or twenty-four pounders, would be 
well to be planted at this place. 

Then viewed sundry places at Groton, and were attend- 
ed by and had the advice of many of the gentlemen of 
that Town, who all manifested their desire that the port of 
New-London might be fortified; which they, as well as 
the people at New-London, supposed might be done with 
"as little expense as any harbour or port equally valuable on 
the Continent. On examination, viewing, &c, find there 
is in Groton, nearly opposite the old fort, at New-London, 
a hill or eminence, the summit or top of which is about 
one hundred and twenty feet above the surface of the water, 
and within fifty rods of the water's edge, at which place 
the ship channel is not more than one hundred and sixty 
rods in width. On the summit of this hill, the harbour, 
from the entrance to the north part thereof, and some way 
up this river, is open and in view. On this hill, it seems, 
nature had prepared a place to plant cannon for the pro- 



tection of that port or harbour ; the top, running near the 
same part of the harbour north and south for some distance, 
is considerable level, sufficient to improve such number of 
cannon as would be necessary, and east and west sufficient 
for breastwork, platform, &c, for the cannon ; then the 
declivity of the hill is such east, that any number of men, 
by slipping a few saps back of the works, would be out of 
danger. The form of the land is such, that all passing to 
and from a battery there could be secure from the enemy. 
It is thought no large man-of-war can so elevate her can- 
non in her lower tier as to annoy a battery at this place : 
if she could reach thence, they would be random shot. I 
suppose no works would be necessary here for the im- 
provement of cannon, only a breastwork, or bank of turf 
and gravel, not more than ten feet thick, of suitable height 
for the cannon to play over, without embrasures, bastions, 
or trenches; turf and gravel plenty; ten twenty-four pound- 
ers would answer, but some larger would be better. I 
need not observe the great advantage the defenders would 
have at this place over their enemy; the elevation is such, 
that they may plunge into their ships, if within reach of 
their guns. 

Also viewed the new works at the old battery, executed 
by Colonel Saltonstall, which are well done, and nearly 
finished ; the cannon well mounted ; the situation good, if 
other batteries, at some or all the other places, are built, 
and cannon planted, so that the enemy's fire be drawn to 
different places, and not centre there. But if the batteries 
were built at all the proposed places, and with a suitable 
number and proper weight of cannon, the situation and 
different angles that those places bear one to the other 
would expose any ship that should come within reach of 
their shot, within the harbour, to be distressed, annoyed, 
and raked fore and aft. 

As to the expense of the works at those places, I en- 
deavoured, by the help of some best acquainted, to make 
some estimate; but found, on trial, that it was not possible 
to be done with any degree of certainty. The people of 
Groton, at their own expense, have, at sundry places near 
the water's edge, made breastworks and intrenchments to 
protect them in the use of their fire-arms, on the landing 
of troops on or near their wharves and other places, which 
they are determined to oppose to the last. These works 
are very well done, and at very considerable expense, in 
which the people appear free and spirited. 

As to floating batteries to defend the port and harbours 
against the enemy's ships, when they come with defiance 
and a determination to possess themselves of that part of 
our Country, they cannot be sufficient without fixed bat- 
teries at some or all the places proposed, to secure and 
defend the port from invasion and falling into the possession 
of the enemy. I own I never till lately gave much atten- 
tion to the business or art of fortifying harbours or building 
forts, batteries, &c, but the alarming situation and distress 
which our Country is in, and ministerial designs and ven- 
geance aimed at our sea-coasts, has called my attention to 
look into matters of that kind, and, so far as I can judge, 
it is of the utmost importance to secure the port and har- 
bour of New-London from falling into the hands of our 
enemies, which will be an asylum for ships, vessels of 
force, floating batteries, &c, that may be by the Continent 
or any particular Government built for the protection of 
our sea-coasts or Country, which shall come that way; 
but, on the contrary, if left destitute of protection, and fall 
into the hands of our enemies, it would let them into the 
bowels of our Country, and give them great advantage 
against us. That the best and only sure and eligible man- 
ner of fortifying and securing said port and harbour is in 
erecting batteries at the several places and in some man- 
ner as before mentioned. 

All which is submitted to your Honour's wisdom ; and 
am your Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

Jedediah Elderkin. 
To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of the 

Colony of Connecticut. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOTHERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge, November 15, 1775. 

Sir: I received your favour of the 6th instant, in which 
you give a detail of Dr. Cheney's case, as it appeared 
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before you and Council, in which nothing but the fair side 
of his character appears. You may be assured, Sir, that 
his trial will be impartial ; that no insidious designs of his 
enemies will have weight, and that it will give me much 
pleasure to find he can acquit himself of the crimes he is 
charged with. The evidences are hourly expected ; on 
their arrival, the trial will be no longer delayed. General 
Sullivan set out the 12th instant for Portsmouth, New- 
Hampshire. I enclose you a copy of instructions given 
unto him. 

As it is now very apparent that we have nothing to de- 
pend on in the present contest but our own strength, care, 
firmness, and union, should not the same measures be 
adopted in yours and every other Government on the Con- 
tinent? Would it not be prudence to seize on those Tories 
who have been, are, and that we know will be active 
against us? Why should persons who are preying upon 
(he vitals of their Country be suffered to stalk at large, 
while we know they will do us every mischief in their 
power? These, Sir, are points I beg to submit to your 
serious consideration. 

1 congratulate you on the success of our arms, by the 
surrender of iSf. John's, which I hope will be soon follow- 
ed by the reduction of Canada. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble ser- 
vant, George Washington. 

To Governour Trumbull, Connecticut. 

P. S. By an express arrived from Philadelphia, 1 re- 
ceived the following resolve of the Continental Congress: 

"Resolved, That Dr. Church be close confined in some 
secure Jail in the Colony of Connecticut, without the use 
of pen, ink, and paper; and that no person be allowed to 
converse with him, except in the presence of a Magistrate, 
or the Sheriff of the County where he shall be confined, 
and in the English language, until further orders from this 
or a future Congress. 

" By order of the Congress : 

" John Hancock, President. 
"Attest: Charles Thomson, Sec'y. 

"Philadelphia, November G, 1775." 

Sir, in consequence of the above resolve, I now transmit 
to your care Dr. Church, under the care of Captain Israel 
Putnam, a Sergeant, and seven men. You will please to 
comply, in every particular, to the above resolution of Con- 
gress. 

I am, with great respect, Sir, yours, he, 

George Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, November 15, 1775. 

Sir: General Sullivan set out the 12th inst., for Ports- 
mouth, New-Hampshire. I enclose you a copy of instruc- 
tions given unto him. As it is now very apparent that we 
have nothing to depend on, in the present contest, but our 
own strength, care, firmness, and union, should not the 
same measures be adopted in yours and every Government 
on the Continent? Would it not be prudent to seize on 
those Tories who have been, are, and that we know will 
be active against us? Why should persons who are prey- 
ing upon the vitals of their Country be suffered to stalk at 
large, whilst we know they will do us every mischief in their 
power? These, Sir, are points I beg to submit to your 
most serious consideration. 

I congratulate you on the success of our arms, by the 
surrender of St, John's, which hope will be soon followed 
by the reduction of Canada. 

I have (he houour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Washington, 
To Governour Coolie, Rhode-Island. 



ADDRESS OF THE BURCH OF LANARK. 

Address of the Lord Provost, Magistrates, Town Coun- 
cil, and Deacons of Crafts, of the Burgh of Lanark, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Sir James Cockburn, Baronet, 
their Representative in Parliament. 

Unto the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Lord Provost, Magistrates, 
■ Town Council, and Deacons of Crafts, of the Burgh 
of Lanark, in Common Council assembled. 



Most Gracious Sovereign : 

With affectionate hearts, full of loyalty to your Majesty's 
person and Government, and impressed in the most sensible 
manner with the blessings that flow from your mild and 
auspicious reign, permit us, at this important crisis, to ex- 
press our abhorrence of that rebellious spirit which has 
prompted your deluded subjects in America to take arms 
in opposition to your Majesty's Government, and to the 
legal authority of Parliament. 

We have, with the greatest concern, beheld the many 
unjust attempts which have been made to disturb the tran- 
quillity of your Majesty's reign. We sincerely wish that 
our unhappy and deluded fellow-subjects in America may 
see their error, and return to their duty ; but if they shall 
continue in their unnatural and unprovoked rebellion, with 
our lives and fortunes we will assert the supremacy of your 
Majesty and Parliament over every part of the British 
Empire, and hope the sons of sedition may be taught that 
the same arm which was lately stretched out for their de- 
fence and security, and which drove all their enemies far 
from their confines, can, with equal ease, chastise irngrate- 
ful and rebellious subjects. Happy that the rod is in the 
most mild and merciful hand — in the hand of the father and 
the friend of his people. 

We pray that God Almighty, for these purposes, may 
bless your Majesty's Councils with wisdom, grant success 
to your arms, restore peace and tranquillity to all your 
subjects, and spare your Majesty long to reign with honour 
and glory, over a happy, a free, and united people. 

Signed in our name and by our appointment, at Lanark, 

the sixteenth day of November, one thousand seven hundred 

and seventy-five vears, by „ n „ 

J ' ' Robert Bell, Provost. 



THE MONITOR, NO. II. 

New-York, November 16, 1775. 

It is the common practice of courtiers to confound every 
distinction between open rebellion and a necessary resist- 
ance to usurpation and tyranny. However enormous the 
strides they take for extending their power, they still ex- 
pect an implicit submission from the people, denominating 
every appearance of discontent or opposition a culpable 
mark of a mutinous and treasonable disposition; and, by 
this mean, they are often guilty of a shameful prostitution 
of ideas and language. A Charles and a James, as well 
as monarchs of more specious pretensions, were exceedingly 
liberal in bestowing the odious epithets of treason and re- 
bellion upon the efforts of their subjects, to avoid the mis- 
chiefs of unbounded ambition and bigoted tyranny; furious 
proclamations, imperious speeches and menaces, the whole 
artillery of royal indignation was exerted, but exerted in 
vain, to intimidate the free spirit of an injured nation. To 
their cost they found that the dangerous tempest they had 
excited was not to be allayed, till it had overwhelmed them 
in merited destruction. Happily for mankind, the dictates 
of common sense, and the unalterable relations of right 
and wrong, justice and injustice, are not to be overruled 
by the arbitrary constructions of Princes or Ministers; but 
the laws of nature and reason will still retain their force, in 
spite of their perverted conceptions or contaminated prin- 
ciples. The breath of an incensed despot can never make 
it sedition or treason to withstand his pernicious encroach- 
ments and merciless oppressions. 

Our enemies falsely charged us with endeavouring to 
subvert the Constitution ; but, upon the fairest examination, 
it must be evident that we are its truest supporters, while 
they are its most flagitious destroyers. The light of the 
subject to enjoy a personal or representative participation 
in the laws on which depends the disposal of his life, his 
liberty, and his property, has been long an acknowledged 
fundamental of the English Government, and was forti- 
fied beyond all dispute by the principles of the Revolution. 
This privilege is the sole object of our contention, which 
we claim, not only from the genuine nature of the Consti- 
tution, but from express stipulations by royal grants and 
charters, and from the possession, almost uninterrupted, of 
near two centuries. But the innovating spirit of Admin- 
istration is ranking the most forcible and reiterated attempts 
to wrest it from us. The British Parliament is violently 
usurping the powers of our Colony Governments, and ren- 
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dering our legal assemblies utterly useless; to prevent this, 
the necessity of our situation has obliged us to depart from 
the common forms, and to adopt measures which would be 
otherwise unjustifiable ; but, in this departure, we have been 
influenced by an ardent desire to repel innovations destruc- 
tive to all good government among us, and fatal to the 
foundations of law, liberty, and justice ; we have declared, 
in the most explicit terms, that we wish for nothing more 
than a restoration to our ancient condition ; and, in differ- 
ent modes, have employed all the eloquence of earnest 
remonstrances, arid fervent supplications, to detach our op- 
pressors from their malignant designs. Inhuman and im- 
politicly, they have still continued impregnable to our argu- 
ments and entreaties; and, mad with the intoxication of 
power, obstinately prosecute their intrigues and violences 
against us, to the manifest detriment of the Empire, and, 
perhaps, in the end, to their own confusion, infamy, and 
downfall. They have first taken up arms to overthrow our 
charters, the Governments erected upon them, and the im- 
munities regularly transmitted to us by our provident fore- 
fathers ; we have taken up arms in order to defend these 
from their inroads and invasions, desirous of laying them 
down whenever they will permit us, by desisting from 
schemes so irreconcileable to our safety and welfare. 

If the Constitution is to be the touchstone of treason and 
rebellion, and the violators of it are the traitors and rebels, 
then will those appellations belong more properly to the 
Ministry and their instruments, who are labouring to over- 
turn it, than to us, who are making every possible exer- 
tion in support of its purest principles.* It is the primary 
duty of a subject to preserve the Constitution ; all other 
civil duties are secondary and subordinate to this. Even 
the allegiance due to the Sovereign is derived from that 
fountain, and must be regulated and limited by it. The 
King lias no authority beyond the boundaries prescribed 
(herein ; nor has he the least right to expect, much less to 
enforce obedience to any anti-constitutional mandate or 
measure: and where he has no right to exact obedience 
he may be justly resisted. Those who should engage him 
in any such proceeding would be his greatest enemies ; 
because every deliberate infringement of the Constitution 
must tend more or less, in proportion to its magnitude, to a 
dissolution of society, and to a forfeiture of his crown and 
regal dignity. Who can therefore sufficiently detest the 
unpardonaLle conduct of those men who abuse the confi- 
dence of His Majesty, by either seducing or encouraging 
him to enterprises which are not only likely to involve the 
Nation in unspeakable calamities, but are so dangerous in 
their consequences, to his prerogative and honour, and so 
contrary to the terms on which his family were called to 
sway the imperial sceptre? 

It ought to be our best consolation and firmest support, 
that the resistance we are making cannot be deemed re- 
bellion, without implying the same stigma on the Revo- 
lution ; an event that forms the most illustrious epoch on 
the whole circle of English affairs. If we are rebels, all 
those who were concerned in inviting the Prince of Orange 
over to England, who were instrumental in the expulsion 
of the tyrant James, and who afterwards concurred in 
placing the crown on the head of William, were rebels of 
the blackest dye ; William himself was a detestable usur- 
per, and all his successors have been very little better. 
These consequences, in spite of cobweb casuistry, and all 
the subtilizing arts of political chemists, are absolutely un- 
avoidable. 

In pleading the example of the Revolution to justify the 
principles upon which our present opposition is founded, 
and to remove the imputation of treason and rebellion, we 
should reserve a material distinction in our favour. In that 
instance, (owing indeed to the necessity of the case,) the 
opposition was levelled against the entire authority of King 
James ; a breach was made in the established order of suc- 
cession, and the hereditary monarch himself was expelled, 

* " The first and highest treason is that which is committed against 
the Constitution," Again : " They neither are, nor can be traitors, 
who endeavour to preserve and maintain the Constitution ; but they are 
the traitors who design and pursue the subversion of it ; they are the 
rebels who go about to overthrow the Government of thei r Country ; 
whereas such as seek to support and defend it are the truly loyal per- 
sons, and do act conformable to the ties and obligations of fealty." 

Somers's Judgment of whole Kingdoms, <$•»:. Similar to these are the 
sentiments of Mr. Lode, Bishop Hoadley, and most of the best writers 
ou Government. 



and constrained to pass through various scenes of personal 
danger and distress. In our contest we do not even ques- 
tion the royal prerogative ; we meditate nothing hostile to 
the person or authority of His Majesty ; we aim not at 
revolutions or changes, but rather at the prevention of 
them. In short, we confine ourselves simply to the re- 
taining what we have always had, without intending to dis- 
possess others of any part of the power they ever were 
entitled to; we only blame His Majesty, or rather his Min- 
isters, contrary to the uniform practice of their predecessors, 
for combining with the other branches of the Legislature 
of Britain to exercise powers, new and unprecedented, as 
well as derogatory to the authority of our Assemblies, and 
fatal to our rights as a free people. And this we are de- 
termined to resist so long as we have any resources or 
means of resistance left. It is, however, hard to tell what 
expedients we may hereafter be driven to, for our own pre- 
servation and security, if a reconciliation should unfortu- 
nately be too long protracted, and the war should proceed 
with that rage and animosity which are the usual concomi- 
tants of civil broils. 

It will no doubt have appeared, from the beginning, that 
the intention of this paper is to refute the fallacies advanced 
in a Proclamation lately issued under His Majesty's name, 
for suppressing rebellion and sedition, the preamble of which 
sets forth, " that many of his subjects, in divers parts of his 
Colonies and Plantations in North- America, forgetting 
the allegiance which they owe to the power which has 
protected and sustained them, after various disorderly acts, 
have at length proceeded to an open and avowed rebellion, 
by arraying themselves in a hostile manner, to withstand 
the execution of the law, and traitorously preparing, order- 
ing, and levying war against him." 

When did we forget or refuse to perform the duties or 
allegiance which we owe to the power that has protected 
and sustained us? To the King, as the supreme execu- 
tive magistrate, the dispenser of justice, and the represent- 
ative of the Nation, in all foreign transactions, we have ever 
shown the most unreserved obedience. So long as he con- 
tinued to rule us by the laws of the land, agreeable to the 
rights of our Provincial Legislatures, and to the most sim- 
ple ideas of liberty and equity, we gave the strongest proofs 
of the most devoted attachment ; so long as the Parlia- 
ment was contented with that share of authority over us 
which seems properly to arise from the nature of our con- 
nection, and requisite towards promoting the interests of 
the whole, we cheerfully acquiesced in its decisions. In the 
emergencies of the Empire, our contributions were propor- 
tionate to our abilities ; we were commended for our libe- 
rality, and even repaid a part of our disbursements. " If 
this Nation (says Montesquieu, speaking of the English) 
sends colonies abroad, it must rather be to extend its com- 
merce than its dominion." Accordingly we have allowed 
it, and are still willing to allow it, the monopoly of our 
trade, as a recompense for the benefit of its protection. 

If our present conduct has not the aspect of the same 
loyalty and affection by which our former was distin- 
guished, and if we have lately withheld the emoluments 
of our commerce from Britain, the reasons of this change 
are solid and indispensable. It did not take place before 
a change, the most important imaginable, had been intro- 
duced into the treatment we had ever been accustomed to 
receive from the Parent State. Protection includes the 
internal security of our privileges, as well as preservation 
from external or foreign attacks. But instead of protect- 
ing us in the peaceable fruition of our ancient rights, a 
criminal resolution was embraced to bereave us of them, 
and reduce us to the wretched condition of slaves. Where 
protection ceases, there obedience ceases also ; and where 
injury begins, resistance commences with it. We are not 
unmindful of the power that has protected and sustained 
us ; but we are opposing the unlicensed irruptions of a 
power that would enslave and ruin us. Our gratitude to 
the former we have displayed on many occasions, and long 
for nothing more than a fair opportunity of giving fresh 
testimonies, and of burying recent deviations in perpetual 
oblivion ; our invincible enmity to the latter, I hope, we 
shall never be afraid to demonstrate by every symptom in 
our power. 

It is false that we have at length proceeded to open and 
avowed rebellion, have withstood the execution of the law, 
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or have levied war against the King. Rebellion is a re- 
sistance by force of arms to just and legal authority ; we 
only resist the unjust and illegal usurpations of Parliament. 
The edicts of an assumed, arbitrary, and unconstitutional 
power are not law ; a rightful, well founded authority is pre- 
supposed in the promulgation of law ; we cannot, therefore, 
be said to withstand the execution of law, by refusing sub- 
mission to the late unwarrantable acts of the British Le- 
gislature, which can never equitably pretend to the validity 
and efficacy of law. Neither have we traitorously waged 
war against the King, or entered into any conspiracies ini- 
mical to his person, crown, and dignity, as is injuriously 
asserted. We have, indeed, been compelled to arm in de- 
fence of our lives, liberties, and properties, from the pro- 
jected desolations of his servants ;* but we have expostu- 
lated with him in the most dutiful manner to discounte- 
nance and repress their attempts, confining our pretensions 
within the strictest bounds of duty, and declaring ourselves 
ready to lay aside every military preparation, so soon as it 
might be done consistent with our safety and repose. He 
or his evil counsellors alone are to blame for every moment's 
continuance in our present warlike posture. 

How, then, ought we to be affected with the hateful de- 
nominations of traitor and rebel, and the vengeful threats 
of condign punishment, which have been vented against 
us? Surely they should not damp or assuage our ardour, 
but rather kindle and invigorate it. We should feel no 
other sentiments than those of indignation and resentment. 
First to attempt the deprivation of our dearest rights, and, 
because we show ourselves sensible of their importance, to 
reproach us with treason and rebellion, is a degree of inso- 
lence that almost surpasses the bounds of patience. He 
whose bosom does not recoil at the contemplation of the 
grossest injuries, aggravated by the grossest insults, must 
have an apathy of temper or a meanness of soul equally 
unaccountable and undesirable. Clothed in the armour 
of conscious rectitude, inspired by the noblest cause a peo- 
ple can be engaged in, and relying upon the providential 
care of that Being who is the pristine source of those rights 
we wish to defend, let us never be dismayed by any me- 
naces the rancour and malice of our adversaries can sug- 
gest, but still press on to the goal of victorious success, 
with constancy, zeal, and intrepidity. 



commission is enclosed,) will apply to your Excellency 
for such guards as may be at any time needed. 
In the name and by order of the Council, 

James Otis, President. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL GATES TO JAMES OTIS. 

Head-Quarters, November 16, 1775. 

Sir : This will be presented to you by the officer who 
commands the guards, you, in the name of the honourable 
Council, requested might be sent to Watertown. This 
officer has the General's orders to obey such orders as you, 
Sir, or the President for the time being, may think proper 
to give. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Horatio Gates. 
To the Honourable James Otis, Esq. 



JAMES OTIS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Council Chamber, November 16, 1775. 

Sir: The Council received your favour of this day, by 
the officer of the guard, and thank your Excellency for 
your care; and as the prisoners sent hither are all disposed 
of, there will be no occasion for any guard until others are 
sent in. We have therefore returned the guard, and the 
Committee of Council, who are appointed to hear and ex- 
amine the prisoners in the recess of Court, (a copy of whose 

* There is great propriety in this distinction between the Kino- and 
his servants, for they are the persons who are to be accountable by the 
Constitution for all instances of m.il.administration. Bracton says, 
B. 3d, c. 9th : " The whole power of the King of England is to do 
good, and not to do hurt ; nor can he do any thing as King, but what 
he can legally do," Nihil enim aliud potest Rex, nisi id solum quod de jure 
potest. Blackstone, commenting upon this maxim, says, "The King 
can do no wrong;" which ancient and fundamental maxim is not to 
be understood as if every thing transacted by the Government was 
of course, Just and lawful, but means only two things : First, that 
whatever is exceptionable in the conduct of publick affiiirs is not to 
be imputed to the King, nor is he answerable for it, personally, to 
his people. And secondly it mans, that the prerogative of the Crown 
extends not to do any injury ; it is created for the benefit of the poo- 
pic, and therefore cannot be exerted to their prejudice. This justifies 
us in accusing his Ministers with the late gigaiitick strides of power 
that have been taken, and in professing resistance to them only. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL 
CONGRESS. 

Cambridge, November 1G, 1775. 

It was determined, at a conference held here in the last 
month, that such military stores as could be spared from 
JVew- York, Crown Point, Ticonderoga, &c, should be sent 
here for the use of the Continental Army. As it was not 
clear to me whether I was to send for, or that they were 
to be sent to me, I desired Mr. Reed, on his way to Phila- 
delphia, to inquire into this matter. As I have not heard 
from him on the subject, and the season advancing fast, I 
have thought it necessary to send General Knox, Esq., who 
will deliver you this. After he forwards what he can get 
at your place, he will proceed to General Schuyler, on this 
very important business. 1 request the favour of you, Sir, 
and the gentlemen of your Congress, to give Mr. Knox all 
the assistance in your power; by so doing you will render 
infinite service to your Country, and vastly oblige, Sir, your 

most obedient humble servant, r , ,, r 

' George Washington. 

Hon. Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, &c. 



INSTRUCTIONS TO HENRY KNOX. 

You are immediately to examine into the state of the 
Artillery of this Army, and take an account of the Cannon, 
Mortars, Shells, Lead, and Ammunition, that are wanting. 
When you have done that, you are to proceed in the most 
expeditious manner to New- York; there apply to the 
President of the Provincial Congress, ancLlearn of him 
whether Colonel Reed did any thing or left any orders re- 
specting these articles, and get him to procure such of them 
as possibly can be had there. The President, if he can, will 
have them immediately sent hither ; if he cannot, you must 
put them in a proper channel for being transported to this 
camp with despatch, before you leave New-York. After 
you have procured as many of these necessaries as you can 
there, you must go to Major-Genera] Schuyler, and get the 
remainder from Ticonderoga, Crown Point, or St. John's. 
If it should be necessary, from Quebeck, if in our hands. 
The want of them is so great, that no trouble or expense 
must be spared to obtain them. I have wrote to General 
Schuyler; he will give every necessary assistance, that they 
may be had and forwarded to this place, with the utmost 
despatch. I have given you a warrant to the Paymaster- 
General of the Continental Army, for a thousand dollars, 
to defray the expense attending your journey and procur- 
ing these articles; an account of which you are to keep, and 
render upon your return. 

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, 
this 16th day of November, Annoque Domini 1775. 

George Washington. 

P. S. Endeavour to procure what flints you can. 

STEPHEN MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, Npvember 16, 1775. 

Sir: I have it in command from his Excellency to de- 
sire you will deliver unto Charles Coffin and Sibelline 
White their bedding and wearing apparel ; also, Jonathan 
Coffin's. Let them be well examined, lest any goods or 
cash may be secreted amongst them. The first of them 
says he gave Captain Coit seven half joes. You will 
please to receive them, and account for them with the pro- 
duce of the cargoes. 

I am really at a loss to know whether it is customary to 
give the cash found in the pockets of prisoners to them 
with their wearing apparel. I do not think these people 
merit any indulgence. However, his Excellency would 
rather err on the side of mercy than that of strict justice. 
Let me know your opinion of this matter. 

I am, with much regard, Sir. yours, Sic, 

S. Moylan, Sec. pro tern. 
William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 

Shall we ever hear of Captain Martindale's departure ? 
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ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF 
NORTHAMPTON. 

Cambridge, November 16, 1775. 

Sir : I have it in command from his Excellency Gene- 
ral Washington to inform you that Charles Elder, George 
Corwie, John Dimsier, Edward Webb, and William Car- 
thew, officers of the British fleet, having given their 
paroles of honour to go to your Town, and not remove 
more than five miles from thence, or hold any correspond- 
ence, directly or indirectly, with any person, without com- 
municating the same to your Committee of Safety, it is his 
desire that they be treated with civility and respect, they 
demeaning themselves as becometh. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

R. H. Harrison, Aid-de-Camp. 

To the Chairman, &c, of the Committee of Northamp- 
ton. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL, SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, November 16, 1775. 

Dear Sir: My last to you was the 5th instant. I have 
since received your most agreeable favour and its enclosure, 
of the 7th. The surrender of St. John's is a most plea- 
sing presage of the reduction of Quebeck, in effecting which 
I hope Colonel Arnold will co-operate. The last account 
from him is dated the 13th of October, at the second portage 
from Kennebeck to the Dead River, from whence he had 
despatched an express to you, and expected your answer 
at Chaudiere Pond, where he expected to be in eight or 
ten days. By your not mentioning to have heard from him, 
I apprehend the express has been intercepted. 

1 am in very great want of powder, lead, mortars, can- 
non, indeed of most sorts of military stores. For want of 
them, we really cannot carry on any spirited operation. I 
shall, therefore, be much obliged to you to send me all that 
can be spared from your quarter. Mr. Henry Knox, an 
experienced engineer, will set out for your place, and inform 
you of those articles that are most immediately necessary; 
but as this gentleman goes first to New-York, you will 
please to get in readiness for transportation such guns, mor- 
tars, and ammunition, as you can, and Mr. Knox will, on his 
arrival, send them forward. There is nothing of conse- 
quence to acquaint you of from this quarter, except the 
arrival of a train of artillery, and part of five Regiments, 
from Ireland, to re-enforce the Ministerial Army at Boston. 

I am, with great regard and esteem, dear Sir, your most 



assured humble servant, 



George Washington. 



To Major-General Schuyler. Northern Department. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, November 16, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I wrote you this day by express, and informed 
you therein the great necessity I was in for ordnance stores 
and ammunition, and that 1 would send Henry Knox, Esq., 
to New-York, to procure there as much as can be spared ; 
from thence to proceed to you. That gentleman will de- 
liver you this letter. I recommend him, and the business 
he goes upon, to your attention. Should he find more 
money than he carries with him necessary, you will please 
to supply him. 

I am, with great esteem, dear Sir, yours, fee, 

George Washington. 
To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department. 



ephraim bowen to colonel JOSEPH reed. 

riymouth, Novembsr 16, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: I expected long before this to have 
bad Captain Martindale out on his cruise ; but the weather 
has been so extremely bad for a fortnight past that we have 
not been able to do any thing of consequence. Have at 
length got him almost complete, and expect he will sail to- 
morrow morning, if the weather is suitable. 

I shall proceed to Cambridge as soon as this vessel is 
ready to sail. In the mean time I am, Sir, your faithful 



spottsylvania county (Virginia) committee. 
The Freeholders of the County of Spottsylvania being 
assembled for the purpose of choosing a Committee, agree- 
able to an Ordinance of the Convention, chose the follow- 
ing gentlemen, viz: Edward Herndon, Joseph Herndon, 
Fielding Lewis, Joseph Brock, Mann Page, Jun., John 
Lewis, attorney, John Herndon, Beverly Winslow y Oliver 
Towles, George Stubblcfield, Mordecai Buckner, Mann 
Page, John Craig, James Tutt, Thomas Colson, Charles 
Washington, Francis Thornton, William Parker, George 
Thornton, James Wegglesworth, and Hugh Mercer. 

Alexander Dick, Clerk. 

Fredericksburgh, November 17, 1775. 



servant, 

To Colonel Joseph Reed. 
Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 



Ephraim Bowen, Jun. 



MARYLAND COUNCIL. 

At a Council held at the Governour's, on Friday, the 
seventeenth day of November, in the fifth year of the Do- 
minion of the Right Honourable Henry Harford, Esquire, 
Anno Domini 1775, were present : His Excellency Robert 
Eden, Esq., Governour ; the Hon. Daniel Dulany, the 
Hon. John Ridout, the Hon./. Beale Bordley ; William 
Fitzhugh, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Philip Thomas 
Lee, Esquires. 

His Excellency is pleased to acquaint the Board that he 
is apprehensive of being laid under the greatest difficulty 
in getting proper persons to act as Sheriffs, in the several 
Counties, for the ensuing year; several whose times are 
not expired having, on account of the present unhappy 
disturbances, begged leave to resign their offices ; there- 
fore his Excellency requests the advice of the Board upon 
this occasion. 

Whereupon, the Board recommend to his Excellency to 
endeavour to prevail on the present Sheriffs, whose times 
are not expired to continue to act ; and, where their times 
are out, to appoint such proper persons as he can find wil- 
ling to act as their successors. 

The absolute necessity of having Sheriffs, as preservers 
of the peace in the several Counties, is too obvious to re- 
quire their further remarks. And it will be in the Govern- 
our's power to gratify such persons, on future occasions, by 
reappointment to that office, as soon as consistent with the 
law, as a reward for their trouble in executing it during the 
present times. 

His Excellency informs the Board that he intends, with 
their approbation, to prorogue the General Assembly, from 
day to day, for some time after the present term of proro- 
gation expires, with a view, that should any opportunity 
offer, likely to prove beneficial to the Province, it may be 
readily embraced. To which proposal the Board gave 
their approbation. 

The Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., the Lord 
Proprietary's Agent, lays before the Board the following 
extracts from a Letter of the 29th of August last, which 
he had received from Hugh Hamersley, Esq., and humbly 
requests their advice thereon. 

" The guardians being at present dispersed in (he coun- 
try, I can give no directions as to any payments to be made 
to the Governour, in aid of the deficiency of the twelve 
pence per hogshead. Would it not be better to write a 
formal, separate letter for this purpose, when the event 
happens, and the Governour makes his demand upon you ; 
and in the mean time, in this, as in every other matter of 
doubt, pray the advice of the Council, and act accordingly. 
As to the Congress coinage, you cannot be too cautious how 
you deal in it, for fear of being left in the lurch in case of 
pacification ; for I am still willing to persuade myself the 
Southern Colonies will never go the lengths of the more 
Northern ones. 

"Though I have recommended caution, yet I wish you 
to consult the Governour and Council what you are to do 
in respect of the receipt of the quit-rents.; Their written 
advice will be the best support to your proceedings, which, 
without it, may be liable to different constructions; and in 
limes like the present, much must be left to your united 
discretion." 

With respect to the first extract, relative to the Govern- 
our's salary, it is the advice and opinion of this Board, that, 
agreeable to the twenty-third article of the Governcur's 
private instructions, the Agent ought to pay, or cause to be 
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paid to his Excellency, in sterling money or good bills of 
exchange, drawn or endorsed by him for that particular 
purpose, as in payment of his salary as Governour, agree- 
able to the instruction before mentioned. 

As to the extract relative to the payment of the Pro- 
prietary's quit-rents, and other dues, in the present Conti- 
nental and Convention currency, the Board recommend 
it to the Agent to transmit, by the earliest opportunity, to 
the guardians of the Lord Proprietary, a full state of the 
nature of the Continental and Convention money, and to 
act in his department, in receiving or refusing the same, as 
the said guardians shall direct and appoint. 

The Agent likewise informs the Board that some Pro- 
clamation warrants have lately been applied for and issued, 
to affect lands where the certificates had been compounded 
upon, but had been mislaid, or patent not taken out, or 
quit-rents not paid. 

The Board, therefore, on mature consideration, are of 
opinion, and advise that Proclamation warrants, in such 
case, ought not to be issued without notice thereof, and 
summons given to the party affected, on application for the 
same, and a return upon oath, of the service thereof, pro- 
duced upon all occasions. 

And, further, the Board recommend to the Judges of the 
Land Office to pay attention to the same, with respect to 
all Proclamation warrants now depending, or that may here- 
after be returned. 

And the Clerk of this Board is directed to furnish them 
with a copy of the above recommendation. 

True copy: James Bkooks, Clerk of the Council. 



EASTERN SHORE (MARYLAND) COUNCIL OF SAFETY. 

At a meeting of the Eastern Shore branch of the Coun- 
cil of Safety of Maryland, at Chestcrtown, in Kent County, 
on Friday, the 17th of November, 1775, present : Robert 
Goldsborough, James Hollyday, Richard Lloyd, Thomas 
Smith, and Henry Hooper, Esquires. 

Robert Goldsborough, Esq., having previously signed 
the Association, and qualified before Emory Sudler, Esq., 
by taking the oath prescribed by the Convention. 

Isaac Atkinson, who was sent under a guard from the 
Committee of Observation for Somerset County to that of 
Talbot, and from thence to the Committee of this County, 
was ordered to be brought before the Council ; and on his 
appearing, a Letter to the Council of Safety for the East- 
ern Shore of Maryland, from the Committee of Observa- 
tion of Somerset County, and sundry Depositions taken be- 
fore the said Committee of Somerset County, and hereto 
annexed, purporting a charge against the said Atkinson, of 
his having, since the breaking up of the last Provincial 
Convention of this Province, been raising a Company in 
Somerset County, to oppose the measures of the Conti- 
nental Congress and Convention of this Province, and of 
his having declared he would protect any set of men who 
would not sign the^ Association — were read to the said At- 
kinson, and he was required to answer thereto. 

The said Atkinson denied the charge. 

The Board adjourned till to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, November 18, 1775. 

The ;Board met according to adjournment ; and taking 
into consideration the proceedings of yesterday, 

Resolved, That this Board will adjourn to Thursday, the 
30th day of this instant, {November,) at Talbot County 
Court-House, to examine into the said charge. 

Resolved, That the said Atkinson be committed to the 
custody of the Committee of Observation for Kent County, 
to be by them kept under a safe guard until Monday, the 
27th day of this instant ; and on that day, or as soon after 
as may be, delivered by them into the custody of the Com- 
mittee of Observation for Talbot County, to be by them 
kept under a safe guard until the meeting of this Board at 
the time and place aforesaid, and to be then and there pro- 
duced in custody as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Clerk of this Board deliver a copy 
of the charge aforesaid, and a copy of the Resolution of 
adjournment aforesaid, to the said Isaac Atkinson, that he 
may have an opportunity of procuring witnesses in his de- 
fence, if he think fit. 



Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolution be trans- 
mitted to the Committee of Observation of Somerset Coun- 
ty, and that they send the witnesses, whose depositions 
were transmitted, and any other witnesses in support of the 
charge, to this Board, at the time and place aforesaid. 

The Board received a Letter from Robert Done, Henry 
Johnson, and Peter Chaille, of Worcester County, by the 
hands of Mr. Robert Dennis, hereunto annexed, and an 
Affidavit of Mary Robins enclosed therein, and hereunto 
also annexed. 

Upon considering the same, and examining Mr. Dennis, 
to whom the said Letter refers, as to the state and condi- 
tion of the said County, 

Ordered, That one barrel of Powder and three hundred 
weight of Lead, out of the publick Magazine in Chester- 
town, be, as soon as possible, forwarded to the Committee 
of Observation for Worcester County, under the direction 
of Thomas Smyth, Esq., a Member of this Board, and that 
the following Letter to the said Committee be forwarded 
by the said Mr. Dennis. 

By the Eastern Shore branch of the Council of Safety of > 
Maryland, Chesturtown, November 18, 1775. $ 

Gentlemen : This Board has received, by the hands 
of Mr. Dennis, a letter from Messrs. Done, Johnson, and 
Chaille, and an affidavit enclosed therein, of which you 
have herewith copies, and have examined Mr. Dennis, to 
whom they referred us for further information. In conse- 
quence of which, this Board has ordered one barrel of 
powder and three hundred weight of lead to be forwarded 
as soon as possible, and lodged with Captain James Camp- 
bell, at Vienna, for the use of your County; and it is sup- 
posed it will be there by Wednesday night next, where it 
is expected you, or some persons by your direction and 
appointment, will receive it. 

This is all the Board think it can be justified in doing 
at present ; but there will be a meeting of this Board at 
Talbot County Court-House, on Thursday, the 30th of 
this instant, where, if you think it necessary, there may be 
a further representation of the state of your County made 
to it. Should there be no immediate use of this ammuni- 
tion, it is expected you will be particularly careful to pre- 
serve it. 

It being represented to the Board, by Robert Goldsbo- 
rough and Henry Hooper, Esquires, two of the Board, that 
there is a necessity for a quantity of Powder and Lead in 
Dorchester County, 

Ordered, That one barrel of Powder and three hundred 
weight of Lead, out of the publick Magazine at Chester- 
town, be forthwith forwarded to the Committee of Obser- 
vation for that County, under the direction of Thomas 
Smyth, Esq., a Member of this Board. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern Shore pay 
to John Garrett, or his order, for Fire- Wood and attend- 
ance, the sum of thirty Shillings, common money. 

The Board adjourns to Thursday, the 30th day of No- 
vember instant, at Talbot County Court-House. 
A true copy from the Minutes : 

Eleazer McComb, Clerk. 



Letters and Depositions mentioned in the foregoing Pro- 
ceedings, viz : 

Somerset County, November 7, 1775. 

Gentlemen : This will be handed to you by a num- 
ber of gentlemen whom we have appointed to carry Isaac 
Atkinson to you, agreeable to the resolves of the Provin- 
cial Convention ; he having been guilty of sundry matters 
contrary to the resolves of the Continental Congress and 
Provincial Convention, and highly inimical to the liberties 
of America, as will appear by the enclosed depositions. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants. 
Signed per order of the Committee : 

Peter Waters, Clerk. 

Information being lodged with the Committee of Som- 
erset County, that Isaac Atkinson was raising a Company, 
contrary to the Resolves of the Congress and Convention, 
Mr. Atkinson appeared, and the following Depositions 
were taken ; 
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October 24, 1775. 

The deposition of William Dashiell, Inspector, being 
duly sworn, deposeth : That some time ago he was at the 
lower ferry, on Wicomico River, and that Captain George 
Day Scott was there exercising his Company; that Isaac 
Atkinson and Mr. Thomas Brumfield were in a high dis- 
pute; that Captain Thomas Shiles, Adjutant of said Com- 
pany, went up to them, and asked Atkinson on what terms 
he was raising his Company: whether it was to join with 
the proceedings of the Continental Congress and the Pro- 
vincial Convention, or not. Atkinson replied, that it was 
to oppose them, and he would do it, and offered to lay Mr. 
Whitear a doubloon he would by that day week have three 
hundred men to join him in the opposition. 

The deposition of Captain Thomas Shiles, being duly 
sworn, deposeth : That some time ago he was at the 
lower ferry, on Wicomico River, exercising Capt. George 
Day Scott's Company; that there was a very high dispute 
between Isaac Atkinson and Thomas Brumfield; the said 
Shiles ordered his men to lay down their arms, which they 
did ; he then went up to Atkinson, and said that he un- 
derstood that he, the said Atkinson, had ordered his men 
to meet there that day, with sharp flints in their guns ; 
Atkinson said he did give such orders; then this deponent 
asked Atkinson on what terms he was making up his Com- 
pany: whether it was to join the Convention cause and the 
Continental Congress, or whether he was in opposition ; 
he answered, he was in opposition, and offered to lay Mr. 
Whethear a doubloon by that day week he would have 
three hundred men to join him in opposition ; upon which, 
one of his men (William Hieman) answered, "Yes, five 
hundred ; for he is the only man that had opened their 
eyes, and is the man that ought to be upheld." 

The deposition of Littleton Ayres, being duly sworn, 
deposeth : That he was some time ago at the lower ferry, 
on Wicomico River, and that Mr. Isaac Atkinson was also 
there ; this deponent said he understood that Isaac Atkin- 
son and Mr. Thomas Brumfield had had some conversa- 
tion about the Association; and this deponent further saith, 
that he heard Atkinson say that he would never sign the 
Association, and that there were several people of his opin- 
ion, and that he would protect any set of people that would 
not sign the Association. 

The deposition of Thomas Brumfield, being duly sworn, 
deposeth : That some time ago that he and Isaac Atkin- 
son were in conversation about America and England, and 
that it was the said Isaac Atkinson's opinion that it was 
rebellion the way the people of Boston were going on, and 
that he believed the people of Boston wanted a King of 
their own in America. 

The deposition of George Ballard, being duly sworn, 
deposeth : That some time ago he met Isaac Atkinson on 
the road, and that Atkinson said that he was told by a 
gentleman in the County that if he would head a Com- 
pany from home, that his fortune would be doubled ten 
times ; but he, the said Atkinson, said he despised such a 
thing. This deponent further saith, that he heard Atkinson 
say that he did not like any thing the Congress had done. 

The deposition of George Ayres, being duly sworn, de- 
poseth : That some time ago Isaac Atkinson was charged 
with ordering his men to appear with sharp flints in their 
guns, for he intended to shoot powder that day; and upon 
being charged with it, he said it was to shoot as a huzza at 
the breaking up of his Company; and this deponent further 
saith, that he, the said Atkinson, said he had the opinion of 
as wise a man and of as great a property as any in the 
Country for to go on in the way he then was. 

November 7, 1775. 

The deposition of George Whitear, being duly sworn, 
deposeth : That on September 23, 1775, that he, this de- 
ponent, was at the lower ferry, on Wicomico River, and 
that Mr. Isaac Atkinson was there also ; that, upon a dis- 
pute between the said Atkinson and this deponent, the 
said Atkinson did say that he could, on the Saturday fol- 
lowing, appear at the said ferry with three or four hundred 
men to back him in the measures he was then pursuing, 
of which he offered to bet this deponent a doubloon ; soon 
after which, Captain Tliomas Shiles came up and asked 
him if he intended to raise a Company contrary to the 



resolves of the Convention, to which he answered in the 
affirmative. 

A true copy from the Minutes : 

Peter Waters, Clerk. 

Letter from the Committee of Observation for Worces- 
ter County to the Eastern Shore Council of Safety: 

November 15, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Enclosed you have a deposition of a very 
alarming nature, which we think it our duty to communi- 
cate to you, and desire that it may, as speedily as possible, 
be taken into consideration. 

We and the rest of the friends of liberty in this County 
are in a bad situation ; we have no ammunition, and the 
Tories exceed our number. We hope you will send us 
assistance as soon as you can. Mr. Dennis, the bearer 
hereof, who is Clerk of our Committee, will give you such 
information of our affairs here as will clearly evince the 
necessity of something being done, and that speedily. 

We are, Gentlemen, respectfully, yours, 

Robert Done, 
Henry Johnson, 
Peter Chaille. 

The deposition of Mary Robins, wife of Josiah Robins, 
being sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, 
deposeth and saith: That on the 15th of November, 1775, 
in the morning of the same day, Benjamin Butler came to 
the house of her said husband, and inquired whether there 
was any person in the house except his family; her hus- 
band made answer that there was ; upon which they went 
out, and, after some time, her husband came in and told 
her that he was going to a certain William Bartlet Town- 
send' 's; that a certain Levin Townsend had been down to 
Norfolk, on board the man-of-war, and had brought up a 
quantity of ammunition, and that all those who were for 
the King were to go down to the said William Bartlet 
Townsend' s, lo get their share of the ammunition; and that 
the said Levin Townsend had brought a paper from on 
board the said man-of-war, that they were to sign ; and 
that the said Levin Townsend was to set out this day on 
his return to the man-of-war ; and that, if there was a suffi- 
cient number of signers to the aforesaid paper, they were 
to have assistance immediately from the said man-of-war. 

November 15, 1775. 

The above Deposition taken before 

John Selby. 
Copy of a Resolve from Congress : 

In Congress, October 6, 1775. 

On motion made, Resolved, That it be recommended 
to the several Provincial Assemblies or Conventions, and 
Councils or Committees of Safety, to arrest and secure 
every person in their respective Colonies whose going at 
large may, in their opinion, endanger the safety of the 
Colony or the liberties of America. 

A true copy from the Minutes : 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

Letter from the Chairman of the Committee of Obser- 
vation for Worcester County to the Eastern Shore Council 
of Safety : 

Snow.Hill, November 17, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We lately, by Mr. Dennis, signified to 
you that we have had information of some persons in our 
County procuring a quantity of ammunition from the men 
of war at Norfolk; that they had procured some kind of 
writing from them, that all who are against the present 
measures were to sign and transmit back to the command- 
ers of the men of war; and that, if they had sufficient en- 
couragement, they were to send regular troops to their 
assistance. We have now certain intelligence that a num- 
ber of persons among us, who are disaffected to our cause, 
have signed the writing above mentioned, and have taken 
an oath to secrecy; that about twenty in number, on Wed- 
nesday night, took boat, and are gone down to Norfolk, to 
procure a large quantity of arms and ammunition and men 
to their assistance. We have had information that a num- 
ber of regular troops have landed in Accomack County; 
but the report, as yet, is not confirmed. We have now 
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under arms between three and four hundred men, who 
seem very willing to engage, if there should be a necessity; 
but are yet so young in the service, and having no person 
among us proper to lead them to action, that little can be 
expected from them. We are at present in a very melan- 
choly situation. We have neither a proper conductor, 
arms, nor ammunition. We hope you will take our dis- 
tressed circumstances into your consideration, and direct 
such measures as you shall think best for our safety, and 
to repel the force of our enemies. The men we have now 
under arms are partly from Somerset County. We have 
sent scouts through the County, in order to disarm all 
those who appear to be enemies to the present measures. 
As the wind is fair for the persons who are gone down to 
Norfolk, we have reason to expect they will quickly return 
with others from that quarter to their assistance. 

We have the honour to be your most obedient humble 
servants. 

Signed by order of the Committee of Observation of 

Worcester County: -r> ti /•* • 

J Benton Harris, Lhairman. 

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland, 
on the Eastern Shore, per Mr. Waltom. 

November 17, 1775. 
William Handy, of lawful age, being called on by the 
Committee of Worcester County, deposeth and saith: That 
he had frequently conversed with Mr. Abraham Gibbs, upon 
the subject of the unhappy dispute now existing between 
Great Britain and the American Colonies ; that the said 
Gibbs, some time last fall or last winter, or last spring, he 
can't particularly recollect which, this deponent heard the 
said Gibbs say that the Congress, he thought, either ought 
or would lose their heads ; and, in case the Ministerial 
Troops were sent over here to lay their hands upon the 
Congress, that he, tbe said Gibbs, would be one of the first 
men who would join them ; but that he has heard the said 
Gibbs, long since, speak much in favour of the American 
cause, and, at different times since, that he has heard Mr. 
Gibbs speak against the cause, and condemn the conduct 
of those who were friends to the cause ; and that the latest 
conversation this deponent had with the said Gibbs, as he 
believes, was about three weeks past ; he heard the said 
Gibbs then express himself very inimical to the cause, 
although not with that degree of violence or rancour as he 
had first heard him express himself respecting the Con- 
gress. W t illiam Handy. 

Sworn before Joseph Dashiell. 

November 18, 1775. 

The deposition of Nicholas Haymon; of lawful age, being 
called by the Committee of Worcester County, deposeth 
and saith : That he lives in the neighbourhood where the 
article of agreement or association paper was circulated, 
which is taken notice of in the deposition of Isaac Ham- 
mond; and that they heard some of them were to be sent 
to Boston, and they were "determined not to go themselves, 
or suffer any of their neighbours to go, if they could pre- 
vent it. That the association paper or article of agree- 
ment, above alluded to, was signed by Benjamin ShocJcly, 
amongst a number of other persons. 

Nicholas Haymon. 

Sworn before Joseph Dashiell. 

November 18, 1775. 

The deposition of Bartley Townsend, of lawful age, 
being called on by the Committee of Worcester County, 
deposeth and saith : That some little time since the rising 
of the last Convention of this Province, this deponent was 
informed that some few of the Company which the said 
Benjamin Shoddy had enrolled in had desired him to at- 
tend at the house of the said Shockly, for the purpose of 
exercising and instructing a number of people in the mili- 
tary exercise; that this deponent accordingly attended; 
and when he came, after he had exercised some of the 
people who were there, Shockly proposed to this deponent 
that he would be their Captain ; but, upon this deponent's 
refusal, asked him if he would be their Lieutenant, which 
be also refused ; upon which, said Shockly then told this 
deponent he had come for a spy. He also asked this de- 
ponent if he had seen their articles ; he said he had. He 
then asked him how he liked them ; why, he said, he did 



not know; he found they were something like the associa- 
tion or articles of his Company ; they were for their King 
and Country. Yes, said Shockly, but we are against Bos- 
ton. That Shockly afterwards insisted upon this deponent's 
hearing their articles read ; and, when they were read, they 
all huzzaed for the King, and pulled off their hats. This 
deponent also cried, and said he could huzza for their King ; 
but, as he did not pull off his hat, said Shockly seemed to 
be displeased ; and that this deponent was under appre- 
hensions he was unsafe in their company, and immediately 
came off. Bartley Townsend. 



Sworn before 



Joseph Dashiell. 



Copy of a Letter to the Committee of Observation for 
Somerset County : 

November 18, 1775. 

Gentlemen : In the inquiry into the charge exhibited 
by you against Isaac Atkinson, so far as the same was pro- 
ceeded in, it was collected by that branch of the Council 
of Safety residing on the Eastern Shore, that Mr. Atkin- 
son would rest his defence on the design and intention of 
his conduct in the matter he is charged with, he having 
alleged that his design was merely to oppose the proceed- 
ings of the people of the Presbyterian persuasion, and not 
the proceedings or resolutions of the Congress or the Con- 
vention. 

It was therefore thought proper, by the board, that this 
should be communicated to the Committee of Observation 
for Somerset County ; and I am directed by them to make 
this communication. 

I am, &c, Robert Goldsborough. 

To the Committee of Somerset County. 

The following Letter, from the Committee of Somerset 
County to the Eastern Shore Council of Safety, is without 
date ; but being in reply to the aforegoing Letter, is there- 
fore transcribed immediately following it, and is as follows, 
viz : 

Gentlemen : Yours of the 18th instant lies now before 
us ; and we are a good deal surprised to hear that Mr. 
Atkinson should rest his defence upon a point which he 
did not rely on during any of his appearances before this 
Committee. At the same lime, as Mr. Atkinson's friends 
are in general now hearty in the common cause, and as he 
himself always supported a reputable character till his pre- 
sent misconduct, we should be glad to give every thing its 
full weight, that he may offer in his own justification upon 
his approaching trial. But, as we are to do justice to the 
community as well as to individuals, we cannot omit to in- 
form you that, in the course of our proceedings against this 
unhappy man, whom we always pitied, he had every indul- 
gence that the nature of his offence could entitle him to. 
His trial was put off from day to day, and an opportunity 
always given of confronting the evidences against him, in 
hopes that he might be able to exculpate himself to the 
satisfaction of the publick. 

With regard to his plea of intending only to oppose 
those of the Presbyterian persuasion, it is certain that this 
County has been long divided in religious sentiments, and 
that this division has been productive of much disturb- 
ance we have too much reason to remember. It is a 
prevailing opinion, amongst the members of the Church 
of England, that the Presbyterians are enemies to their 
present establishment, greedy of power, and oppressive 
in executing it, which makes them jealous of every mea- 
sure, however laudable, that tbe Presbyterians en^a^e 
in ; and as this set of people (we speak it to their honour) 
were amongst the foremost in the country to espouse the 
cause of Boston, so the over-zealous ones of the Church 
persuasion, for this reason alone, became averse to it. But 
we are unwilling to enter upon a subject whose candour 
might perhaps be called in question. 

There is an honourable gentleman in your own neigh- 
bourhood, (IFilliam Hayward, Esq.,) as much a stranger 
to the narrow spirit of party as he is superior to malice and 
detraction. To him, therefore, as he has an universal ac- 
quaintance in this country, we beg leave to refer' you. At 
the same time, as we wish to furnish you with every pos- 
sible information, we have taken the liberty to hy before 
you a letter which we this day received from Jacob Adams, 
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an honest and reputable planter of this County. We have 
issued summonses for all the evidences to wait on you, agree- 
able to your adjournment, on Thursday next, at Talbot 
Court-House, and have no doubt of their punctual attend- 
ance. 

With the most entire confidence in your justice and 
wisdom, we have the honour to subscribe ourselves your 
most obedient and obliged humble servants. 

Signed per order : Peter Waters, ChrJc. 

Letter from the Committee of Observation for Worcester 
County, to the honourable Council of Safety for the East- 
ern Shore of Maryland, per Captain William Hopewell: 

Committee Chamber, Snow Hill, November 20, 1775. 

Sirs: We here transmit to you, under the convoy of 
Captain Hopewell, Mr. Abraham Gibbs and Benjamin 
Shockly, who have unhappily fell under our censure. The 
charges against them you will find contained in the enclosed 
depositions. We much regret the necessity we are under 
of troubling you with these unhappy people, but thought 
ourselves, as a Committee, by no means at liberty to pass 
them over. How far they may appear criminal before you, 
gentlemen, we cannot pretend to say, nor, indeed, is it our 
province to determine. 

We presume you have had, before this comes to hand, 
the deposition of Mary Robins laid before you, respecting 
the infernal machinations of Townsend. His diabolical 
scheme, since the departure of our first express to you, is 
incontestably confirmed. We received intelligence, about 
twelve o'clock on Friday night last, that he, with about 
seventeen of his wicked associates, had seized upon a small 
vessel in our river, and had proceeded down to the mouth 
thereof, on his way to the men of war, but that he got 
aground on the mud flats which make off from the same ; 
in consequence of which, about one in the morning, we 
sent off a detachment of about forty men, of our militia, 
well equipped, under the Captains Done and Hopewell, in 
order, if possible, to apprehend them ; but, although every 
possible despatch was used in getting down, they were 
unfortunately got off and gone before our detachment ar- 
rived. 

We have had near one thousand armed men convened 
at Snow Hill this week, from this and the neighbouring 
County, (Somerset,) gentlemen of the first character in 
each, who manifested a very becoming spirit upon the oc- 
casion. 

We have alarmed the neighbouring Counties of Virginia 
on this shore ; and in case Toicnsend should, by contrary 
winds or distress of weather, be compelled to put into any 
of their harbours upon his return, believe the strictest vigi- 
lance will be observed. 

We have just resolved to fit out a small privateer imme- 
diately, if we can possibly procure a sufficient quantity of 
ammunition for that purpose, with about forty or fifty men, 
well equipped with small arms, and some few swivel guns 
which we have in our possession, to cruise off the mouth 
of our river, to endeavour to intercept them on their return. 
We entertain so sanguine an opinion of the intrepidity and 
resolution of our men, that we doubt not of their ability to 
cope with any tender, in case that Townscnd should come 
so attended. 

We would observe, gentlemen, that Captain Hopewell, 
the bearer hereof, is elected Captain of our Minute Com- 
pany, and that the Company has been properly enrolled, 
and approved of by us, and expect commissions will be 
issued to him and the other officers of said Company, and 
that they may receive their proportion of the Province 
arms. We are much distressed for arms and ammunition. 
If you can procure us any, pray let them be despatched 
immediately, as we know not how great call we may have 
for them, in case that Townsend should return, accompanied 
as you are already informed. 

We don't know, from the alarms we have already 
given you, but you may have despatched a number of 
forces to our assistance. If that should be the case, we 
shall know how to direct them ; but if they are not already 
on their march, we at present think that more than one 
good Company would be unnecessary. We can with plea- 
sure assure you, we have conducted matters this week in 
such a manner as to effect almost a total reformation amongst 



our disaffected people to the cause, (at least to outward 
appearance.) 

From the deposition you have already had of Mrs. 
Robins, you may, perhaps, think it strange we have not 
given him the same conveyance with Gibbs and Shockly. 
In answer to which, we at present inform you, we have 
apprehended him, and in our next correspondence will in- 
form you the particulars of our conduct with respect to 
him. 

By order of the Committee: 

Benton Harris, Chairman. 

The following is a list of Officers of the Minute Com- 
pany : 

William Hopewell, Captain ; Barnaby Purnell Cannon, 
Lieutenant ; Solomon Long, Lieutenant ; Levin Handy, 
Ensign. 

The following Depositions are those referred to in the 
aforegoing Letter from the Committee of Worcester Coun- 
ty : 

November 18, 1775. 

Deposition of Isaac Hammond, of lawful age, being 
called on by the Committee of Observation of Worcester 
County, deposeth and saith : That about four weeks ago 
he went to a certain Henry Parker's, where he understood 
a number of people were to assemble for the purpose of 
entering into an association contrary to the General Asso- 
ciation of this Province, and that he believes there might 
have been about thirty or forty people, and that a certain 
article of agreement or association was handed about for 
the people to sign, the substance of which this deponent 
understood was, that all those persons who signed the same 
bound themselves to stand together in behalf of their King, 
and were to oppose the measures of the Committee, and 
to support each other, and to be in readiness, in twenty- 
four hours' warning, to rescue any one of their number 
who should happen to be called on by the Committee, 
and to resist any attempts to apprehend or seize any of 
their said number, and that there was about seventy who 
had subscribed the same ; and that a certain Benjamin 
Shockly was principally active in handing about the said 
association, and encouraging the people to sign the same ; 
and advised them not to sign the General Association of 
the Province. Isaac Hammond. 

Sworn before Joseph Dashiell. 

November 18, ] 775. 

The deposition of John Davis, of lawful age, being call- 
ed on by the Committee of Worcester County, deposeth 
and saith : That about four weeks ago a certain Benjamin 
Shockly was up at this deponent's mill, and they were talk- 
ing of the Provincial Association ; and Shockly told this 
deponent, that if any persons who had signed the same 
were sorry for what they had done, he, if they would come 

to him, would clear them from it. T t^ 

John Davis. 

Sworn before Joseph Dashiell. 

November 19, 1775. 

The deposition of Smith Lingo, of lawful age, being 
called upon by the Committee of Worcester County, de- 
poseth and saith : That about three or four weeks ago 
this deponent was at the bouse of William Dykes, where 
he met with Benjamin Shockly, and Shockly asked him 
if he was not one of the damned Associators. He, this 
deponent, replied, why, what if I am ? Why, said Shockly, 
they are not worth a damn, or words to that purpose ; 
Shockly taking up a broad axe, at the same time, told this 
deponent not to say another word, or he would split his 
brains open, or any that did sign the Association. That 
this deponent, at sundry times before, had seen the said 
Shockly very violent in condemning and threatening other 
people on the same account. T 

1 ' DMITH ElNGO. 

Sworn before Joseph Dashjell. 

November 20, 1775. 

William Richardson, of lawful age, being called on by 
the Committee of Worcester County, deposeth and saith : 
That about six weeks ago, as he -came up the river by Mr. 
Gibbs' s house, he came to anchor at the said Gibbs's landing, 
and the said Gibbs came on board this deponent's vessel, 
and staid two or three hours, during which time the said 
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Gibbs, on conversing with this deponent on the American 
disputes with Great Britain, expressed himself very warm- 
ly in the American cause. This deponent, after expressing 
his own sentiments upon the occasion, said Gibbs told him 
he could make free to speak the sentiments of his mind to 
him. William Richardson. 

Sworn before Joseph Dashiell. 

Thursday, November 30, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Eastern Shore branch of the Coun- 
cil of Safety of Maryland, at Talbot County Court-House, 
by adjournment, were present, the following Members, 
viz: James Holly day, Richard Lloyd, Edward Lloyd, 
Thomas Smyth, Henry Hooper, Esquires. 

William Hindman, having previously subscribed the 
Association, was qualified as Clerk to this Council, before 
William Hayivard, Esq., by taking the oath prescribed 
by the Convention. 

Captain Thomas Emails, of the Cambridge Blues, pro- 
duced to the Council a paper writing, hereto annexed, 
purporting to be the Commitment of Abraham Gibbs and 
Benjamin Shockly, together with the bodies of the said 
Gibbs and ShocMy ; and a Letter from the Committee of 
Observation for Worcester County, and sundry Depositions 
relating to the said Gibbs and ShocMy were communi- 
cated to the Council and read : and thereupon, 

Ordered, That the said Gibbs and Shockly be com- 
mitted to the custody of the Committee of Observation 
for Talbot County, to be kept under a safe guard, and 
produced to this Council at their sitting at this place to- 
morrow, and the said Captain Ennalls is discharged of the 
custody of the said Gibbs and ShocMy. 

The Board adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 

Friday, December 1, 1775. 

The Board met according to adjournment : Present as 
yesterday. 

Letter from Robert Goldsborough to the Eastern Shore 

Council Of Safety: November 30, 1775. 

Gentlemen : I fully designed attending the Council of 
Safety this day, and got as far as Mr. Ennalls's on my way, 
last night, and sent my horses and carriage over the river, 
but was again attacked last night with another fit of the 
gout, which renders me unable to attend. I have sent you 
enclosed two letters, which came to my hands since I had 
the pleasure of seeing you, one of which contains the de- 
positions taken by the Committee of Worcester County, 
against the two men who were sent over yesterday. 

I gave notice to the Committee of Worcester, that the 
witnesses against them should attend you this day in person; 
and I also sent an express with the letter to the Somerset 
Committee, desiring the witnesses to attend against Atkin- 
son; and I am informed, by the express I sent down, that 
they will all be up agreeable to the order. 

Enclosed is also a receipt for the powder and lead which 
Captain Campbell gave the man who carried it to Vienna ; 
the man lost it on the road, and it was found and sent 
to roe. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Robert Goldsborough. 

Isaac Atkinson, who at the last sitting of this Board, at 
Chestertown, was committed to the custody of the Com- 
mittee of Observation for Kent County, was brought before 
this Board, in the custody of the Committee of Observa- 
tion for Talbot County : and 

Thereupon, the Board proceeded to lake the Depositions 
of Thomas Shiles, William Dashiell, George Ayres, and 
Littleton Ayres, the only witnesses who appear against 
the said Atkinson. And took the Depositions of the said 
Thomas Shiles and William Dashiell, and then took the 
Deposition of William Stewart, at the request of the said 
Atkinson; which Depositions were taken in the presence 
of the said Atkinson, and are hereunto annexed. 

The said Atkinson was then recommitted to the custo- 
dy of the Committee oi'Talbot County aforesaid, to be 
brought before the Board to-morrow morning, at their sit- 
ting at this place. 

The Board adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock. 



Saturday, December 2, 1775. 
The Board met according to adjournment : Present as 
yesterday. 

Isaac Atkinson was brought before the Board, in custo- 
dy as aforesaid. 

The Board took the Deposition of George Ayres and 
Littleton Ayres, in the presence of the said Atkinson; 
which Depositions are hereunto annexed. 

The Depositions aforesaid were then read to the said 
Atkinson, and he was informed that he might now make 
his defence against the charge exhibited against him, as 
stated in the proceedings of this Board at Chestertown ; 
which charge was now again recited to the said Atkinson. 

And the said Atkinson, having made his defence, with- 
drew, in custody of the Committee last aforesaid. 

The Board then took into consideration the charge afore- 
said, against the said Atkinson, the Depositions aforesaid, 
taken yesterday and this day, and the defence made by 
the said Atkinson. 

And, after full consideration thereof, the Board were of 
opinion, that the said Isaac Atkinson hath, since the break- 
king up of the last Provincial Convention of this Province, 
been raising a Company in Somerset County, to oppose 
the measures of the Continental Congress and Conven- 
tion of this Province ; and hath declared he would protect 
any set of men who would not sign the Association. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Atkinson hath there- 
by been guilty of an bigh and dangerous offence, tending 
to disunite the Inhabitants of this Province in their pre- 
sent opposition. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Isaac Atkinson be 
closely imprisoned in the house of the Sheriff of Talbot 
County aforesaid, in the custody of the said Sheriff, until 
the 16th day of this instant December, unless the next 
Convention shall sooner rise ; and if the next Convention 
shall sooner rise, then until the rising of the next Conven- 
tion. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Tal- 
bot County do forthwith deliver the said Isaac Atkinson 
into the custody of the Sheriff of Talbot County aforesaid, 
to be imprisoned as aforesaid, together with a copy of the 
following Commitment: 

"By the Eastern Shore branch of the Council of Safety, 
of Maryland, the 2d day of December, 1775: 

" Ordered, That the Sheriff of Talbot County receive 
into his custody, from the Committee of Observation for 
Talbot County, the body of Isaac Atkinson, to be by the 
said Sheriff closely imprisoned in the house of him, the 
said Sheriff, and in his custody, until the 16th day of this 
instant December, unless the next Convention shall sooner 
rise ; and if the next Convention shall sooner rise, then until 
the rising of the next Convention." 

The said Isaac Atkinson was then ordered to be brought 
in ; and being before the Board, the Resolutions of the 
Board were communicated to him, and a copy of the com- 
mitment aforesaid was delivered to the Committee of Ob- 
servation for Talbot County. 

Abraham Gibbs was brought before the Board ; and 
upon considering the Affidavits transmitted to the Board 
by the Committee of Observation for Worcester County, 
relative to the said Gibbs, 

Ordered, That the said Gibbs be discharged out of cus- 
tody. 

The Board took into consideration the Representation 
of the Committee of Worcester County, against Benjamin 
ShocMy, and the Depositions transmitted by them to the 
Board, relative to the said Shockly; and thereupon, 

Ordered, That the said Benjamin Shockly be delivered 
to the Committee of Observation for Talbot County, into 
the custody of Captain Greenbury Goldsborough, of Tal- 
bot County, to be by him sent under safe guard to Captain 
Thomas Ennalls , of Dorchester County; to be by the said 
Captain Ennalls sent under safe guard to Captain James 
Campbell, at Vienna ; and by the said Captain Campbell 
to be sent under safe guard to the Committee of Worcester 
County aforesaid ; and that the said Committee of Wor- 
cester County keep the said Benjamin Shockly in safe cus- 
tody until the next Convention shall take order in the pre- 
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Ordered, That a copy of the above order be delivered 
to the Committee of Talbot County aforesaid, to be trans- 
mitted, with the said Shoddy, to the Committee of Wor- 
cester County aforesaid. 

Two Letters from the Committee of Worcester County, 
dated the 17th and 20th of November last, were read, and 
the following answer was ordered to be forwarded to the 
said Committee : 

By the Eastern Shore branch of the Council of £ 
Safety of Maryland, December 2, 1775. J 

Gentlemen: There being no evidences sent up against 
Benjamin Shoddy, to prove the charge exhibited by you 
against him, and it being now too late to expect such wit- 
nesses, as the powers of this Board determine, by the meet- 
ing of the next Convention, which is appointed for Mon- 
day next, the Board have sent him back to you, to remain 
in your safe custody, until the Convention shall take order 
relative to him. 

The Board recommend to you to lay the state of your 
County before the Convention as speedily as possible. 

They doubt not you have already received the powder 

and lead sent you from Chestertown, and they have it not 

in their power to do more at present. 

Signed by order: w n n7 -,. 

° } William Hindman, Clerk. 

To the Committee of Observation for Worcester County. 

Two Letters from the Committee of Somerset County 

were read, and the following Answer was ordered to be 

forwarded to the said Committee: 

By the Eastern Shove branch of the Council of } 
Safety of Maryland, December 2, 1775. \ 

Gentlemen: This Board have received your letters, 
one dated the 20th November, the other without date. The 
Board have directed one barrel of powder and three hundred 
weight of lead to be forwarded, as soon as possible, to the 
care of Mr. Robert Harrison, near Cambridge, where it is 
expected it may arrive by Thursday next ; and it is recom- 
mended to you to have some person there to receive it at 
that time. This is all the Board can do at present; but 
they doubt not you will make the earliest representation 
possible, of your situation, to the next Convention, which 
is appointed to meet on Monday next. 

As to Captain Gunby's Company, this Board do not 
think they have any powers which will justify them in 
granting commissions, approving the form of enrollment, or 
putting them into pay, no such power being given to the 
separate branches of the Council of Safety; but they doubt 
not that the Convention, upon representation to them, 
will immediately do what they shall think necessary and 
proper. Signed by order: Wm Hindman> ckr]c . 

To the Committee of Observation for Somerset County. 

Ordered, That one barrel of Powder and three hundred 
weight of Lead be, as soon as possible, sent, under the di- 
rection of Thomas Smyth, Esq., a Member of this Board, 
to the care of Mr. Robert Harrison, near Cambridge, to 
be delivered to the order of the Committee of Somerset 
County aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern Shore pay 
to Thomas Smyth, Esq., or his order, the sum of sixteen 
Pounds, two Shillings, and eleven Pence, out of the Bills 
of Credit in his hands, for the expense of sending Powder 
and Lead to Dorchester County and Worcester County, 
agreeable to the order of this Board, at their last sitting at 
Chestertown, as per accounts produced. 

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to William Hind- 
man, for his services as Clerk to this Board, and for Paper, 
the sum of three Pounds, out of the Bills of Credit in his 
hands. 

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to John Jadcson, 
for his services as Doorkeeper, fifteen Shillings, out of the 
Bills of Credit in his hands. 

Signed by order : Wm. Hindman, Clerk. 

The Commitment of Abraham Gibbs and Benjamin 
Shockly: 

Dorchester County Committee Chamber, } 
Cambridge, November 23, 1775. J 

Abraham Gibbs and Benjamin Shockly being, by order 
of the Committee of Worcester County, sent under guard 



of Captain William Hopewell, and part of his Company, 
to be conveyed to the Council of Safety, to answer charges 
against them of opposing the present measures of the Con- 
tinental Congress and Convention of this Province, acting 
a part inimical to the common cause of America, and en- 
deavouring to stir up sedition and disunion among the peo- 
ple, were delivered to the care of Thomas Ennalls, Cap- 
tain of the Cambridge Blues, who this day produces them 
before this Committee. 

And thereupon it is ordered by said Committee, that 
the said Captain Thomas Ennalls keep them (the said 
Gibbs and Shockly) in safe custody, so that he have them 
at Talbot Court-House on Thursday next, or as soon there- 
after as he can, and then deliver them to the Council of 
Safety, who are expected will be then sitting there ; or, if 
they should not be sitting, to the Committee of Observa- 
tion of Talbot County. 

Per order of the Committee : 

Thomas F. Eccleston, Clerk. 

Depositions of Witnesses against Isaac Atkinson: 

The deposition of Thomas Shiles, taken before the East- 
ern Shore branch of the Council of Safety of Maryland, 
at Talbot County Court-House, on Friday, the first day of 
December, 1775, in the presence of Isaac Atkinson, who, 
being duly sworn, deposed) and saith : That, in the month 
of September last, he was at a meeting of Captain George 
Day Scott's Company, at the lower ferry of Wicomico 
River, in Somerset County, to which Company this depo- 
nent and the said Isaac Atkinson had belonged, in order 
to enroll under the resolves of the late Convention, and to 
choose officers. 

That this deponent was ordered to beat to arms ; and 
upon his beating to arms, part of the Company drew up as 
usual under Captain Scott, but that about one-half or more 
of them drew up apart, under the said Atkinson, as their 
Captain, wearing red cockades instead of black, which they 
had formerly worn. 

That this deponent had been informed that the said At- 
kinson had ordered his men to bring sharp flints in Uieir 
guns that day. 

That upon the separation of the Company, those under 
Captain Scott grounded their arms ; and this deponent went 
up to the said Atkinson, and told him he had been informed 
by one of his (Atkinson's) Company, that he had ordered 
his men to bring sharp flints in their guns that day, and 
asked him whether he was raising his Company in oppo- 
sition to the resolves of the Congress and Provincial Con- 
vention ; to which Atkinson answered, he was. That this 
deponent repeated the question, and bid Atkinson answer 
boldly, and he again answered, he was. 

This deponent thereupon asked Atkinson if he expected 
to carry his point by that handful of men ; to which At- 
kinson answered, he could have five hundred men to back 
him by that day week, and offered to bet a doubloon of it. 
That thereupon William Hickman, one of the men that 
drew up under Atkinson, said, yes, a thousand men, ten to 
one, if they are wanted ; for he is the man that has opened 
our eyes, and he is the man that ought to be upheld. 

That to this deponent's observation about the sharp 
flints, Atkinson said he intended to burn powder that day, 
and showed this deponent a small horn with some powder 
in it. The horn, this deponent supposes, might hold a quar- 
ter of a pound of powder, when full, but that it was not full. 

And this deponent saith he saw no other ammunition, of 
any kind, among the Company that were with Atkinson, 
and has no reason to believe there was any. That at the 
time of this conversation between the deponent and the 
said Atkinson, Atkinson appeared to be very cool and 
calm, and that this deponent distinctly beard what the said 
Atkinson said. 

This deponent further saith, that when the said Atkin- 
son was before the Committee of Observation for Somerset 
County, he was asked by them whether he would make 
concessions ; and that if he would, the first thing to be 
done was to sign the Association, and asked him if he 
would sign it; to which Atkinson answered, he did not 
choose to sign it ; that he looked upon it, it must come to 
a battle among themselves, and it was no matter how soon 
the day was appointed. 
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This deponent, upon being asked by tlie said Atkinson 
whether, at the time of the conversation between them, 
above related, there was not a great noise and hubbub 
among the people present, answers that there was. 

This deponent saith, that he does not know that all the 
people who joined the said Atkinson, as aforesaid, had red 
cockades, but that most of them bad. 

The deposition of William Dashiell, taken before the 
Eastern Shore branch of the Council of Safety of Mary- 
land, at Talbot County Court-House, on Friday, the first 
day of December, 1775, in the presence of Isaac Atkin- 
son, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith : That he 
was present at a meeting of Captain George Day Scott's 
Company, at the lower ferry on Wicomico River, in Somer- 
set County, some time in September last, in order to choose 
officers, agreeably to the resolves of the last Convention. 
That the drummer was ordered to beat to arms ; and upon 
his beating to arms, part of the Company filed in under 
arms and went through part of the exercise.] That Isaac 
Atkinson, now present, had been, before that time, a Ser- 
geant in Captain Scott's Company, but did not then join 
those who were drawn up as aforesaid. 

That a dispute arising between Thomas Brumfield, a 
private in Captain Scott's Company, and the said Isaac At- 
kinson, Thomas Shiles, the Adjutant to the said Company, 
ordered the men to ground arms, which they did ; and Mr. 
Shiles went up to the said Atkinson, with whom about 
one-half of the Company, that had mustered formerly 
under Captain Scott, had separated themselves from those 
who were under arms as aforesaid, and asked him what he 
was after; whether he intended to raise a Company to join 
the common cause of America, or to oppose the resolves 
of the Continental Congress and the Provincial Conven- 
tion ; to which the said Atkinson answered, that it was not 
to join but to oppose the Congress and Convention, for that 
he did not like any of their proceedings, or any thing they 
had done ; which this deponent cannot certainly recollect. 
That thereupon, George Whitear stepped up, and told the 
said Atkinson that if he gained his point, it would not be 
with honour ; by which expression, " gaining his point," 
this deponent understood the said Atkinson's endeavouring 
to get part of Captain Scott's Company to choose him for 
their Captain. That the said Atkinson thereupon put his 
hand in his pocket, and offered the said Whitear to lay him 
a doubloon that he would, by that day week, have three 
hundred or five hundred men (which number of the two 
deponent cannot certainly say) to join him in his opposi- 
tion. That this deponent told the said Atkinson, who 
appeared to him to be in a passion, that he would be sorry 
for the expressions he had used that day, and that the said 
Atkinson, without making any answer, turned about and 
walked away to his Company. 

That some time about ten days after, this deponent was 
riding the road with the said Atkinson, and having been in- 
formed that the said Atkinson had denied he had made 
use of the expressions above related, at the meeting at 
Wicomico Ferry, deponent asked the said Atkinson if he 
had denied if, and the said Atkinson thereupon said he 
did not remember that he had made use of the said ex- 
pressions. 

This deponent, upon being asked by the said Atkinson 
whether any of the said persons who joined him with dif- 
frent coloured cockades than black, had formerly been of 
Captain Scott's Company, saith he cannot say, having him- 
self been for some time prevented from attending the Com- 
pany by sickness; but that several of those who had been 
of Captain Scott's Company did join him, (the said Atkin- 
son,) and that a great many of them had since come back, 
on Saturday last, to Captain Scott's Company. That, after 
Atkinson left the Company at the ferry, many of the peo- 
ple that had joined him enrolled in Captain Scott's Com- 
pany, though they did not muster in his Company till 
Saturday last; but this deponent has heen informed that, 
after their enrollment in Captain Scott's Company, they 
mustered under the said Atkinson. 

This deponent further saith, that he never heard the 
said Atkinson say any tiling disrespectful of the proceed- 
ings of the Congress or Convention, but at the meeting at 
Wicomico Ferry, as aforesaid, though lie hath had frequent 
conversations with the said Atkinson upon that subject, 



before the meeting of the last Convention, but that he 
hath had no conversation with him upon the subject, since 
the last Convention, but as above stated. 

This deponent, being asked by said Atkinson whether 
there was not much noise and disturbance among the peo- 
ple at the time of the conversation and transaction at Wi- 
comico Ferry, above related, saith there was a good deal 
of disturbance and confusion among the people, which he 
believes was occasioned by their different sentiments, soma 
desiring to choose Captain Scott, and others the said At- 
kinson, for their Captain. 

The deposition of George Ayres, taken before the East- 
ern Shore branch of the Council of Safety of Maryland, 
at Talbot County Court-House, on Saturday, the second 
day of December, 1775, in the presence of Isaac Atkinson, 
who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith : That some 
time after the Association formed by the last Convention 
Came over to Somerset County, and this deponent believes 
in September last, he was riding the road with Isaac At- 
kinson, now present, and a conversation arose between 
them, concerning the said Association ; that the said Atkin- 
son told this deponent he (Atkinson) did not approve of 
it, and that he should not sign it, and that he had the 
opinion of as knowing a man, and a man of as great pro- 
perty, as any in the County, to go on in the manner he was 
then in; that immediately after, the conversation was broke 
off, by other company joining them. 

This deponent saith, that he did not at that time under- 
stand, nor did the said Atkinson explain, what he meant 
by " the manner he was then in;" but, from the said At- 
kinson's conduct afterwards, he imagined the said expres- 
sion was in reference of the said Atkinson's purpose to 
raise a Company. 

This deponent saith, he was present at the meeting at 
Wicomico Ferry, mentioned in the depositions of Thomas 
Shiles and William Dashiell, taken yesterday, and having 
been told that the said Atkinson had ordered the men who 
appeared for him that day to bring sharp flints in their guns, 
he went up to the said Atkinson, and asked him what he 
meant by ordering his men to appear with sharp flints in 
their guns ; to which said Atkinson answered, he intended 
to shoot, as a huzza, at the breaking up of his Company. 

This deponent, being asked by said Atkinson what he 
hath heard him say at any time respecting the dispute be- 
tween Great Britain and America, saith, that he bath had 
frequent conversations with the said Atkinson upon that 
subject, and that the said Atkinson hath always expressed 
his opinion to be, that it was a religious dispute and a Pres- 
byterian scheme ; that these conversations have been both 
before and since the last Convention. 

This deponent saith, that at the first forming of Cap- 
tain George Day Scott's Company, the said Atkinson en- 
rolled in it, and was chosen one of the Sergeants thereof, 
and often attended the musters of said Company, before the 
new regulation, and contributed to the purchase of colours 
and fife for the said Company ; that the said Atkinson hath 
mentioned to this deponent his opinion, that the present 
dispute between Great Britain and America was about 
religion, and was a Presbyterian scheme, before his enroll- 
meni in Captain Scott's Company as aforesaid; that this 
deponent never heard the said Atkinson speak against lhe 
interest of America, otherwise than by speaking against the 
proceedings of the Convention. 

The deposition of Littleton Ayres, taken before \ho 
Eastern Shore branch of the Council of Safety of Mary- 
land, at Talbot County Court-House, on Saturday, the 
second Any of December, 1775, in the presence of Isaac 
Atkinson, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith: That 
soon after the Association formed by the last Convention 
was brought over to Somerset County, this deponent was 
at Wicomico Lower Ferry, in company with Isaac Atkin- 
son, now present, and sundry other persons; that several 
persons then present had just been reading the said Asso- 
ciation, and in conversation about it, the said Atkinson said 
he never would sign it, and that he would protect any 
set of men that would not sign it. That the said Atkin- 
son did not say how or in what manner he would protect 
them, but that this deponent did suppose he meant to pro- 
tect, by arms, any persons against whom force should bo 
used to compel them to sign. That this deponent was 



1585/ 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1586 



Second Lieutenant to Captain Scott's Company at the first 
forming of it, and is now ; and that between the time of the 
conversation with the said Atkinson, above related, and the 
time of the new enrollment, the said Atkinson (who was a 
Sergeant in the said Company) did not attend the muster 
so constantly as many others did, though he thinks as con- 
stantly as he used to do before. 

This deponent saith he was present at the meeting at 
Wicomico Lower Ferry, mentioned in the depositions of 
Thomas Shiles and William Dashiell, taken yesterday; 
that several men that had not been at Captain Scott's Com- 
pany, (he thinks about eight or ten,) appeared there with 
red cockades in their hats, and that part of Captain Scott's 
Company appeared with oak boughs in their hats. That 
the drummer was ordered to beat to arms, and did so; and 
thereupon, part of Captain Scott's Company, about twenty 
or thirty men, filed in under Captain Scott on one side of 
a road, and that those with oak boughs in their hats, about 
seven or eight, drew up with the men who had red cock- 
ades, on the other side of the road, with the said Atkin- 
son. That Captain Scott stepped up to Atkinson, and 
asked the people in what he had offended them, that they 
should then refuse to muster under him, as they had for- 
merly chosen him their Captain. That what answer At- 
kinson made, or whether he made any, deponent cannot 
certainly say, as the Company presently crowded in about 
them, and there was great noise and confusion. 

This deponent saith, that among the Company that joined 
the said Atkinson, there was not many guns, and he thinks 
not more than six in the whole. This deponent saith he 
has heard of said Atkinson's mustering about fifty or sixty 
men, four or five times, since the transactions above related, 
but never was present at any of said musterings ; but that 
he bath seen the said Atkinson and some men (it may be 
about six) passing along the road with guns, and under- 
stood, but not from Atkinson, that they were going to mus- 
ter under the said Atkinson. 

This deponent saith, that when the said Atkinson was 
before the Committee of Somerset County, and under ex- 
amination upon the present charge against him, a number 
of men (he thinks about thirty) assembled at the Court- 
House of Somerset County, where the Committee sat, with 
short clubs in their hands, and that when said Atkinson 
came out of the Court-House, near fifty people crowded 
around him, and the said Atkinson said a day must be ap- 
pointed, and they must fight it out ; that the said Atkinson 
made use of the same expression as he came out of the 
Court-House, and deponent thinks, but is not certain, be- 
fore the Committee also. 

This deponent, being asked by the said Atkinson whether 
he ever heard him say any thing against the proceedings 
of America, or disrespectful of them, saith he never did, 
except the expression of his dislike to the Association, and 
that he would not sign it. 

The deposition of William Stewart, taken before the 
Eastern Shore branch of the Council of Safety of Mary- 
land, at Talbot County Court-House, on Friday, the fust 
day of December, 1775, at the instance of Isaac Atkinson, 
who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith : That he was 
present at the time of the meeting at the lower ferry at 
Wicomico, mentioned in the deposition of Thomas Shiles ; 
that there was great noise and confusion among the people 
then present, insomuch that he could not distinctly hear or 
understand much that was said, and does not now remem- 
ber what was said. That some time before that meeting, 
he was on board a sloop of the said Atkinson's, with the 
said Atkinson, to buy some salt, and that the said Atkinson 
asked this deponent what he thought of the Association ; 
to which this deponent said he did not know well what to 
think of it ; but that as every body was signing it, why 
should they stick out. That the said Atkinson said he 
doubted it was a Presbyterian scheme, though he believed 
this deponent was an half-way one, slapping this deponent 
upon the shoulder, and said he would not sign the Associ- 
ation unless he was forced. 

This deponent saith, that in a subsequent conversation 
with the said Atkinson, at Atkinson's own house, the said 
Atkinson mentioned his doubts that the present measures 
were a Presbyterian scheme, and that he hath heard him 
express the like doubts at other times. 



DEFENCE OF THE REV. JOHN SCOTT. 

Somerset County, Maryland, November 27, 1775. 

Sir: I have had the mortification to hear, more than once, 
within a few weeks past, that I am represented to the pub- 
lick as an enemy to American liberty, and the chief pro- 
moter of those unhappy political dissensions which lately 
prevailed in this and Worcester County; but have not been 
able to discover where those reports, false and malicious as 
they are, originated. 

I am therefore reduced to this method of calling upon 
my accusers, whoever they are, to stand forth, or to lodge 
an information against me with the Provincial Convention, 
or Council of Safety, where they shall always find me 
ready, upon the shortest notice, to attend them. Mean- 
time, as I have the greatest reason to believe that no such 
publick accusation will ever be exhibited, and that I shall 
not be indulged with so favourable an opportunity of vindi- 
cating my conduct to my countrymen, with whom I profess 
entirely to coincide in my political creed, I hope the hon- 
est indignation I feel at being most insidiously attacked by 
private enemies, as well as my ardent desire to retrieve the 
good opiuion of the publick, will excuse my inserting the 

following depositions. T ,-, 

° r John Scott. 

The deposition of Levin Carey, being of full age, taken 
before me this day; who, being sworn on the Holy Evan- 
gelists of Almighty God, saith : That on a certain Satur- 
day, about three months ago, this deponent applied to the 
Rev. Mr. John Scott for his opinion, how he approved of 
Stephen Horsey' s intention to raise a Company, by virtue 
of a commission to be obtained from the Governour, and to 
have nothing to do with those who were mustering agree- 
able to the resolves of the Continental Congress. That the 
said Mr. Scott said he apprehended the Governour would 
grant no such commission, and that he would advise him 
to decline such an undertaking ; and in consequence of 
Mr. Scott's advice, he, this deponent, and many others, on 
hearing Mr. Scott's sentiments, changed their resolution, 
and never after mustered upon the plan proposed by Ste- 
phen Horsey. And this deponent further saith, that the 
Rev. Mr. Scott requested he would make him acquainted 
with the time of their next meeting, for that he would attend 
such meeting, and endeavour to convince them that they 
were doing wrong. And the reason why he did not give 
Mr. Scott the information required, was, because he, this 
deponent, at the instigation of the said Mr. Scott, had left 
the Company, and never joined them after. And this de- 
ponent further saith, that, during his conversation with the 
said Mr. Scott, Isaac Atkinson came up, joined in the dis- 
course, and said the major part of the people down his way 
were of the same opinion with Stephen Horsey ; that he 
understood people in general were so, and particularly the 
people of Dorset : on which the said Mr. Scott advised 
him to desist from such schemes, and join in the common 
cause, and not set up his judgment against those of supe- 
rior knowledge ; that he, the said Mr. Scott, advised him 
to attend the meeting for choosing a Committee; on which 
the said Atkinson said he wanted no Committee, nor did 
the people in his neighbourhood, for they apprehended it 
was a Presbyterian scheme; that he, this deponent, says, 
that during the whole conversation, the said Mr. Scott dis- 
approved of their schemes, and advised the said Atkinson 
and the deponent to unite with the Continent in support of 
the common cause of their Country. And further this de- 
ponent saith not. 

Taken before me, the subscriber, this 25th day of No- 
vember, 1775. , . 

John Adams. 

Whereas a report has been most falsely and maliciously 
propagated, that the Rev. John Scott advised Joshua Hitch 
to join in a Company, said to be raising in opposition to the 
resolves of the Provincial Convention, by Matthew Cannon; 
and, further, that the said Mr. Scott dissuaded the said 
Joshua Hitch from signing the Association ; In order to 
falsify these base assertions, came before me the said 
Joshua Hitch, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God, that the said report is spurious and false, 
and that the said Mr. Scott stood never justly impeachable 
with said slander, having never been consulted by the said 
Hitch on the occasion : And further says, that he, the said 
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Hitch, consulted Gustavus Scott, Esq., on the subject of 
the Association, and he strongly recommended him to sign 
it. 

Sworn before me, the subscriber, this 25th day of No- 
vember, 1775. , . 

John Adams. 

On the said 25th of November came Isaiah Banks before 
me, and deposed on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, 
that on Sunday, coming from Green-Hill Church, he heard 
the Rev. John Scott and Matthew Cannon discoursing on 
the subject of the said Cannon's raising a Company; to 
which he, the said Banks paid particular attention ; that 
he heard the said Mr. Scott tell Cannon he apprehended 
the steps Cannon then pursued threatened the loss of his 
land ; on which the said Banks said, he thought it was the 
way to save his land; on which the said Scott said, inno- 
cent as he, the said Scott, found himself of any hand in 
their proceedings, as they were churchmen, he feared he 
might be, in future, censured for their conduct ; that the said 
Cannon replied, there would be no danger of censure, as 
he never was made acquainted, nor in any shape con- 
sulted about their designs. 

Sworn before me, John Adams. 

On the same 25th day of November came James Geo- 
ghegan, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty 
God, that, at divers times, he conversed with the said Mr. 
Scott on the subject of politicks, and particularly the As- 
sociation ; and, from an intimacy with the said Mr. Scott, 
he expected his candid sentiments on the subject; that he 
always found the said Mr. Scott exceedingly tenacious of 
American freedom, and said that nothing should hinder him 
from signing the Association, but an opinion of his being 
comprehended amongst the Governour's household;* and 
finding that his postponing to sign the Association was a 
check upon others, that he, notwithstanding his opinion of 
being of the Governour's household, as an encouragement of 
those of divided opinions to unite in the common cause, 
signed it himself, within a very short time after it was intro- 
duced by the Committee, and verily believes that he has 
been as instrumental as any man in the County in procur- 
ing signatures to the Association. 

Taken before John Adams. 

On the said 25th of November came George Wails, and 
deposed, that, some time in September, riding in company 
with the Rev. Mr. Scott, from a sermon preached by the 
said Mr. Scott, he, the said Wails, asked the said Scott 
if he had heard that Matthew Cannon was raising a Com- 
pany itr opposition to the Continental Congress; that he 
answered in the negative; that, for his part, he believed it 
was false, and hoped Cannon had more sense than to under- 
take such an unjustifiable matter. That the said Wails 
said he also Relieved it was false, and requested that Mr. 
Scott would say no more about it. 

Taken before me, John Adams. 

The deposition of James Bounds, of full age, being 
sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth 
and saith ; That after the rising of the late Convention, in 
which the Association of the freemen of Maryland was 
formed, he did not approve of the said Association and 
Resolves, and that, for some time after, he did not sign the 
Association, or form of Enrollment, as directed by the Con- 
vention of Maryland; but upon application to the Rev. 
Mr. John Scott, for his advice relative to the Association 
and Resolves, he, the said Mr. Scott, advised this deponent 
to comply with the measures adopted by the said Conven- 
tion. In consequence of which advice, he, this deponent, 
broke off from. a Company which he was then exercising 
in, and signed the Association and form of Enrollment, 
agreeable to the direction of the said Convention of Mary- 
land. And this deponent further saith, he never heard the 
said Mr. Scott advise any person to act or do any thing in 
opposition to the measures of the honourable Continental 
Congress or Provincial Convention ; but that, in the con- 
versation between this deponent and the said Mr. Scott, 
he, the said Mr- Scott, always appeared friendly to Ame- 
rica in her present opposition, 

Taken before George Dashjell. 

♦ Mr. Scott came into this Province under the protection of Govern, 
our Eden, and has an appointment as his Excellency's Chaplain. 



At the time the above depositions were taken, Cannon 
was out of the Province, which prevented his deposition 
from being taken, and likewise inserted. 



JOHN HANCOCK TO WALTER LIVINGSTON. 

Philadelphia, November 17, 1775. 

Sir : The Congress having resolved that the prisoners 
taken at Chambly and St. John's be sent to the Towns of 
Reading, Lancaster, and York, in the Colony of Penn- 
sylvania; and having issued orders to the officer who has 
the charge of conducting them, to march them by the near- 
est road to the Town of Reading, in said Colony, and to 
apply to you for provisions for subsistence on their march : 
I am directed to order you to supply them, agreeably to 
the rations given to the Continental Army. 

I am further to direct you, if the prisoners agree to it, 
to send the women, children, and baggage, by water to 
Amboy, from thence to be sent across to Bordentoivn, and 
from thence by water to Philadelphia ; from which last 
place they will be sent to join the garrison in the Towns 
allotted them; this being judged the safest, cheapest, and 
most commodious way of conveying them. 

Should the express not meet the party with the pri- 
soners, please to take the letter and deliver it to the com- 
manding officer on his arrival with the prisoners at Albany. 



1 am, &c, 



John Hancock, President. 



To Walter Livingston, Esq., Deputy Commissary. 



To the Officer commanding the Guard to the Prisoners 
taken at Chambly and St. John's : 

Philadelphia, November 17, 1775. 

Sir: The Congress having resolved that the prisoners 
taken at Chambly and St. John's be sent to and kept in 
the Towns of Reading, Lancaster, and York, in the Co- 
lony of Pennsylvania, I am directed by the Congress to 
order you to march the prisoners under your command by 
the nearest way to Reading, in the Colony aforesaid ; and 
for their subsistence, on their march, you are to apply to 
the Commissary-General. 

1 am yours, &c, John Hancock, President. 

To the Committee of Safety in Trenton : 

Philadelphia, November 17, 1775. 

By order of Congress, I enclose you a; resolve passed 

this day, and desire you will get a copy thereof signed by 

the officers who are prisoners in your Town, as soon as 

possible, and transmit it when signed to the Congress. 

I am, Sic, T TJ „ . , 

John Hancock, President. 



COSMOPOLITAN, NO. IV. 

To the Inhabitants of the American Colonics. 
Friends and Fellow- Citizens : 

As our publick affairs are now situated, when almost 
every day opens new scenes, and every manoeuvre of our 
adversaries has an aspect cruelly hostile : when worse than 
death stares us full in the face: when horror sits brooding 
over ^Imencrt : when our capital is clad in the robes of 
affliction, and her bosom bathed in the tears of distress : 
when Town after Town is falling victims to the infuriating 
rage of merciless cut-throats : when the pious petitions 
of beggared families are ascending in sweet memorials to 
the throne of God : when the orphan's cries and the incon- 
solable anguish of a weeping mother in silent eloquence 
demand our pity : when the manes of a Warren and our 
slaughtered heroes, when reason and common sense, the 
feelings of humanity, and the sacred laws of our violated 
Constitution, call for justice to an injured community : 
when not only our own welfare, but the very being of free- 
dom, and the prosperity of future generations, seem to turn 
upon a critical period : when business of the last conse- 
quence demands our attention, and matters of the most in- 
teresting nature plead for consideration — to listen with cre- 
dulity to the suggestions of fancy, and to be amused with 
the phantoms of fear, is trifling and unmanly-— it is worse: 
it is folly and wretchedness, misery and destruction, sla- 
very and death. What then shall we do to be saved, is an 
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obvious inquiry. The answer is easy : caution and bravery, 
magnanimity and spirit, prudence and firmness, will conduct 
us, with honour and success, to glory and happiness. 

Our immediate business is to annoy, weaken, and distress 
the enemy, to the utmost of our power; to improve in the 
art, and, by all possible ways, procure the means of doing 
the same for the future; to exert our whole force uniformly 
and at once, and at every hazard guard against and pre- 
vent the enemy's getting any advantage, any foot-hold in 
our Country. Let us conduct by foresight, and avoiding 
the common calamities of after-wisdom. Whatever is prac- 
ticable, at any expense, it ought to be done. The consi- 
deration of cost and trouble sink to nothing, are not to be 
mentioned, when our Country is invaded, and piratical de- 
predations are constantly making. Is the plan good ? and 
its execution feasible ? are the only questions. The skill 
of war, and the art of destroying, though dreadful, are be- 
come of unavoidable necessity. We have got the rampant 
lion by the beard ; by keeping the hold we may demolish 
his strength, and bring him to the ground ; if we yield to 
his force, he will rend us to atoms, or grind us to powder 
in his voracious, sanguinary jaws. Let us not only oppose, 
but make effectual opposition. Let us do it in time. It 
is in our power. There is in the power of mortals a de- 
gree of enterprise and persevering resolution that invari- 
ably commands success. Nothing else is wanting. For 
God's sake", and our Country's sake, let us exert it on the 
great and trying occasion. If a people once yield to the 
expansions of power and the efforts of a tyrant, their case 
is forlorn. If they are staggered by the force of superior 
abilities, caught by surprise, or the suggestions of the timid, 
the enemy enters and the danger advances. A single 
point gained, adds to the weight in the opposite scale, and 
one advantage secured, gives a facility in obtaining a second. 
The invader in his progress receives fresh accessions of 
strength. His power, incessantly growing like a torrent 
increasing as it runs, soon becomes too forcible for any pos- 
sible barriers opposed to its passage. Many invasions 
which might have been repelled by a seasonable, bold, 
and united resistance, have become invincible, by coward- 
ice, divisions, and preposterous exertions. One part of the 
community is subdued and made subservient to enslaving 
the other. On this fatal rock were wrecked the ancient 
republicks of the world. By it Ccesar destroyed the li- 
berties of Rome; by it thousands have waded through 
blood to despotick command. The conquering tribes 
among the Huns and the Goths, with their bold and enter- 
prising warriors, says the historian, for a succession of 
ages, furnished their Princes with their military guards ; 
but at length were made the tools of oppressing them- 
selves. In this manner has slavery and ruin made their 
way into regions so much renowned for the wild freedom 
of nature. A power which was the terrour of every effemi- 
nate Province is disarmed, and the nursery of nations is 
itself gone to decay. Happy the people that profit by 
others' misfortunes! Doubly happy ! Happy in themselves, 
and happy in a numerous progeny of freemen. 

I do not mean to assert that a single victory, or a re- 
peated conquest, would enable the enemy to subdue our 
Country, or ought to dishearten ; I intend to show the re- 
verse. Delays in preparing, and remissness in executing, 
are dangers to be guarded against. Every inch of ground 
should be disputed with spirit, to enhance the price of the 
enemy's purchase. The present acquisitions of our enemies 
were obtained at a dear rate. If they were to pay in the 
same proporlion for the most inferior Province on the Con- 
tinent, it would exhaust the nation of her blood and trea- 
sure, and she must soon die insolvent. I am sensible there 
are some who have chanted a different tone. They seem to 
have considered every thing British as unrivalled. They 
have represented her as the store-house of wisdom, and the 
only place where soldiers are formed ; as placed in the 
centre of being, an overawing creation. She frames her 
edicts, and the nations are hushed. She hurls he.r thun- 
derbolts, and all is conquest. At her gentle reproofs, union 
was to languish ; at her more decisive frowns, opposition 
die. It is true she is powerful, and her troops naturally 
brave. But has experience verified such unmeaning rant? 
Or are events still sleeping in the lap of futurity ? Has 
not picked Battalions, chosen Brigades, with a Percy at 
their head, marched the quick-step before a sudden col- 



lection of undisciplined peasants? Does her resources 
come forth of the dust, or her invincible power spring out 
of the ground? Are her troops invulnerable? Are their 
bones bars of iron? Have they brass sinews ? Does tem- 
pered steel compose their muscles? and are their hearts 
cased with adamant ? Or have our swords leaden points, 
that they cannot penetrate ? Or are our balls watery bub- 
bles that will burst in air? In what then consists the boast- 
ed superiority of British mercenaries, compared with the 
freeborn sons of America 1 Li voce et prteterea nihil. In 
gasconading, and nothing else. 

Let us appeal to facts, attend coolly and deliberately to 
the real circumstances of each conflicting power, as they 
connect with and will necessarily affect each party in the 
bloody dispute. It is prudent, it is wise to inquire if we 
are equal to a defence against all the power that Great 
Britain can possibly exert. I assert that we are, and 
must ultimately triumph, having our temples wreathed 
with laurels of eternal glory. The strengtli of a country 
consists in numbers, riches, situation, temper and habits, 
the common resources of war. A state composed of cor- 
rupted, degenerate, cowardly men, is weak, however nume- 
rous, wealthy, and refined ; consisting of virtuous, vigorous, 
learned, publick spirited, and resolute men, is strong, is 
invincible, however attacked, however despised ; but the 
resources of war in hands that will not employ them, is 
like a keen edged sword sleeping in its scabbard. 

Let us consider Great Britain in this four-fold point of 
view. Consider her numbers, her riches, her situation, 
her temper and habits, in relation to a war with America. 
With respect to her numbers, let us deduct from the ac- 
count all those who cannot in some way or another, either 
mediately or immediately, add to the strength of the na- 
tion, and subserve the purposes of war. Let us further 
consider how much of the labour of the useful, and wealth 
of the nation, is constantly consumed in supporting this 
large catalogue of burdensome beings, this dead weight in 
luxury and debauchery. It is not the effeminate, luxurious, 
and debauched, that can defend their Country in the day 
of battle ! they increase timidity by their example, weaken 
counsels by their influence, and are so many useless mouths 
constantly consuming the resources of war. The Span- 
iards and Portuguese, says an historian, are incapable of 
defending themselves against a powerful foreign invasion. 
The immense wealth of the Indies, that every year comes 
home to their ports, goes to enrich a few. Their subjects 
are either in the extremes of wealth or poverty. The rich 
have only slaves beneath them, who hate those for whom 
they must labour; the poor have no acquisitions or pro- 
perty to defend ! so that their armies are composed, either 
of wretches pressed into the service, who only seek for op- 
portunities not to fight, but to fly ; or of men rich and noble, 
courageous from pride, yet weak from luxury. These ob- 
servations apply in many respects to Great Britain. Be- 
sides these, that illustrious band of patriots and Whigs, both 
in Britain and Ireland, that are engaged in a glorious op- 
position, and are willing to range under the American 
standard should it ever be erected in Britain, must dimi- 
nish in a great degree, as it operates in a duplicate ratio, 
adding to one scale what it takes from the other. Another 
circumstance which goes to the quality of this garbled num- 
ber sinks its importance still lower, in a military point of 
view. The lower and middling sort of people, although 
useful citizens, add but little to the martial strength, for, by 
the tyranny of certain laws, being deprived of the use of 
arms, they neither possess the knowledge, nor the natural 
aptitude for the use of the sword or the musket. This 
difficulty cannot easily be cured. It is founded upon a 
ruinous principle of national policy. A calculation then, 
subject to the above deductions, gives us the full strength 
of Great Britain, so far as it consists in numbers. I shall 
not attempt a particular computation that will give a pro- 
duct precisely equivalent to her whole numerical force, as 
this would be rather a round of sportive acuteness than 
of real utility; but I will venture to assert, that it cannot 
be equal to those banded thousands, I had almost said mil- 
lions, of brave racketeering Americans. Their principal 
muscular strength, at present, consists then in a number of 
mercenary, hackneyed, tattered Regiments, patched up by 
the most abandoned and debauched of mankind, the scum 
of the nation, the dregs of Irish and Scottish desperadoes. 
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Let us next proceed to a consideration of those count- 
less millions which compose the wealth of Great Britain. 
I douht whether her riches will render her more formida- 
ble and respectable than her numbers, I mean considered 
as detached from the Colonies. After deducting about an 
hundred and forty-two millions, a debt for the payment of 
which the sources of all her wealth are mortgaged, together 
with the interest of between four and five millions annual- 
ly, in what consists her boasted riches? It exists only in 
idea, in name, in paper, in publick faith, in Parliamentary 
security. The land, the trade, and the industry of her 
subjects, are pledged for this security. What then must 
be the consequence of this enormous debt, which has long 
hung like a mill-stone about her neck ; when the American 
trade, the source of her wealth — which gave her her na- 
tional rank — as a nursery, furnished her navy with seamen, 
made her sovereign of the ocean, and would soon have raised 
her to be mistress of the world, is dried up ? What the 
consequence of losing that trade upon which the credit ot 
the nation was supported, and the profitable industry ot 
the manufacturer and the merchant very much depended ? 
What the consequence of being denied that supply of tim- 
ber, iron, plank, masts, pitch, tar, and hemp, by which 
her navy was built and kept in repair? It will, it must 
sink her from among the nations, ruin her credit, and make 
her a bankrupt. Add to this the enormous sum of millions 
it has cost her for securing her troops with experienced 
Generals in their Boroughs, the forcing one intrenchment, 
the work of a single night, and reducing two defenceless 
Towns to ashes, in a manner that so stains the lustre of the 
British name, as will not be washed out by the inundation 
of time ; and those incredible sums for pensioners, place- 
men, and court sycophants, which must be paid, if the nation 
is ruined. A calculation then, with a diminution resulting 
from a concurrence of the above combined causes, gives 
us the full absolute strength and wealth of Great Britain. 
It gives us the whole that she could lift to action, against 
an enemy in her own neighbourhood, was she to bend all 
her power and spend all her force upon him. 

Her situation is the next thing, in the order proposed, 
that demands our attention. This, in point of locality, and 
from the relation she stands in to the European powers, 
will still further lessen her already diminished strength, 
touching the American dispute. This, if carefully attend- 
ed to, will enable us to form some judgment of that power 
by which she must subdue the Colonies. It gives us her 
relative strength, which is certainly much below her abso- 
lute power. While she is subduing the Colonies, she must 
defend herself. It is irrational to suppose that, by draining 
off her men and money for foreign service, she will leave 
home so destitute as to fall a prey to the first invader. An 
island as she is, and envied as she has been, instead of 
having those fortified frontiers to defend her from the in- 
cursions of her inveterate enemies, she is obliged to secure 
her maritime borders by her floating bulwarks, her power- 
ful fleets and squadrons. It is true, that Great Britain is 
said to be at peace with her rival powers ; but nominal 
peace, by the modern policy of nations, is a species of in- 
active war. The large and numerous armies and fleets 
that are kept encamped and supported in pay by one na- 
tion, induce a necessity of standing armies and a naval 
power to watch their motions and prevent their operations 
in another. France and Spain, always emulating the Bri- 
tish glories, have in constant readiness for action large 
forces, both by land and sea. Their late increased war- 
like preparations wear an hostile aspect, and threaten 
some important blow. The latter has even dared to in- 
sult with impunity the mistress of the seas; the former 
has often, attempted, and is still waiting an opportunity to 
humble the pride of the English power. Ireland is also, 
in general, opposed, from the intolerable grievances and 
oppressions they suffer. Notwithstanding the heavy ex- 
penses of Government, they are burdened with the pay- 
ment of a list of pensioners and placemen upon the Irish 
establishment, which, in 1765, from a motion by the House 
of Commons, in that Kingdom, to address His Majesty 
upon the subject, the sum appears to have amounted, in 
the then two last years, to above a hundred and fifty-eight 
thousand Pounds; the greater part of which is paid to per- 
sons with whom they have no sort of concern. It is said 
there are. upwards of two millions in the Kingdom so 



extremely poor that they are unable to pay the two shilling 
tax for their single hearth, and are so distressed by their 
lax-gatherers, that they are obliged very frequently to sell 
the pot in which their potatoes are boiled. I am astonish- 
ed, says oue, under such depressing circumstances, to ob- 
serve such a love of liberty still animating that loyal and 
generous nation, and nothing can raise higher my idea of 
the integrity and publick spirit of the people who have 
preserved the sacred fire of freedom from being extin- 
guished, though the altar on which it burned has been 
thrown down. What heart does not melt at the deplora- 
ble situation of this people? What community, what 
Kingdom does not deprecate its fate? It speaks in peals 
of thunder to America. 

But to return. In addition to all this, there is a large 
train of discontented subjects in the very bowels of Great 
Britain, headed by the greatest and best men in the 
nation ; these will be a thorn in her foot that will give 
her trouble and impede her progress. In this situation, 
will the ivisest and best of Princes leave Ireland to rise in 
arms? Will he abandon himself to the just indignation of 
his British subjects ? Will he leave the nation a prey to 
France or Spain] or relinquish the possession of his other 
Dominions? If not, it must necessarily divert much of 
his strength from the American Colonies, many of his 
ships to defend his own borders ; otherwise, other Princes 
will make him feel the weight of their swords, and con- 
strain him to yield to the force of their arms. 

There is another point of view in which this division of 
the subject naturally presents itself. America is three 
thousand transmarine miles from this belligerent power. 
Shafts shot across the Atlantick must lose their force in 
air. Great Britain must beat the air and plough the 
ocean, before she can take the field. The seas will con- 
tinue to roll, the wind to blow, and the cold frost to visit 
our northern shores, which arrest the streams in their 
course, and lash them fast to the river's side. She must 
spend much of her strength in getting at an object so re- 
mote. And after carrying on an expensive war with wind 
and weather, does she mount the stage upon equal terms? 
Can she, like Hannibal, recruit her wasted Army and pro- 
cure resources in an enemy's country, where children are 
upon guard, and women tarry by the stuff? Or will the 
skeletons of Government, the renegadoes at her standard, 
form one fighting phalanx, and yield her real aid. Besides 
all this, there is the difficulty of levying troops for service 
so remote, and of such doubtful success; of procuring sea- 
sonable supplies for such long and uncertain campaigns; of 
commanding transports and performing voyages So lengthy, 
in which sickness is contracted in the passage, and the con- 
sequent loss of life ; the want of fresh provisions ; the 
delays ever attendant on movements so distant from 
the cabinet — movements which have engaged the atten- 
tion of the world. I am sensible much has been said 
of the thousands of Hessians and Hanoverians that are 
taken into British pay for present emergencies. These 
will not fight without pay. There must be some great 
object to induce them to leave their native country, to 
which they never may return, and to take part in a foreign 
quarrel. But where is the wealth to come from that shall 
enable Great Britain to engage in her service a sufficient 
number of foreigners to subdue the Colonies, and to main- 
tain that conquest, after the richest and most luxuriant 
sources of her wealth are dried up and gone forever? 
Where are the armies, the pay for those multiplied de- 
mands that will result from her situation, at home and 
abroad, with her own subjects and other States ? 

I shall be short upon the last branch of the subject. 
Bravery, humanity, and a love of liberty, were formerly 
supposed to enter into the composition of an Englishman's 
temper. Are there no habits of friendship between the 
descendants of a common parent, who have fought and 
bled side by side, that will check the ardour of offensive 
warriors, who are contending for domination against the 
defenders of their rights? Will not a recollection of mu- 
tual instances of kindness lead to recollection, and excite 
pity from scenes of barbarity? Will no spectacles kindle 
the relentings of nature in favour of a brave, virtuous, and 
oppressed people, struggling for their liberties? Will 
there be no defection from the sentiments of humanity? 
Allowing the Americans are deluded, will they have no 
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compassion for a general and inevitable delusion ? Will 
not they see that the dagger which opens the way to what 
they call a deluded heart, and lets out life, conveys no con- 
viction to a survivor's head? The delusion still continues, 
and the spirit is invincible ; and although it should bend, 
for a moment, like an unwieldy bow, yet soon it would fly 
from its over-wrought tension, and, like flames smothered 
in a burning pit, blaze out anew. At length, fatigued with 
havock, and despairing of success, will not serious reflec- 
tion seize their heads, and the pangs and twitchings of a 
wounded spirit, which stings like an adder and bites like 
a serpent, cool their courage, sheath their swords, and 
carry them back to their own homes, to demand the for- 
feited heads of their blood-thirsty employers? 

From this summary view of the strength of Great Bri- 
tain, we have no reason to think her force matchless, or 
that her efforts against America will prove successful. It 
is a good rule never to despise the power of an enemy, 
but to presume upon the worst, and prepare for the hard- 
est. I shall, in my next, take a similar view of the inter- 
nal strength of the United American Colonies, in the new 
world ; that, having the whole before you in a collected 
point, you may make your comparisons, and draw such in- 
ferences as may be warranted by the nature of the case 
and the truth of fact respecting both Countries. 

Worcester, November 17, 1775. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WARD. 

Cambridge, November 17, 1775. 

Sir: As the season is fast approaching when the bay 
between us and Boston will, in all probability, be close 
shut up, thereby rendering any movement upon the ice as 
easy as if no water was there; and as it is more than pro- 
bable that General Howe, when he gets the expected re- 
enforcements, will endeavour to relieve himself from the 
disgraceful confinement in which the Ministerial Troops 
have been all this summer, common prudence dictates the 
necessity of guarding our camps wherever they are most 
assailable. For this purpose, I wish you, General Thomas, 
General Spencer, and Colonel Putnam,, to meet me at 
your quarters to-morrow, at ten o'clock, that we may 
examine the ground between your work at the mill and 
Sewall's Point, and direct such batteries as may appear 
necessary, for the security of your camp on that side, to be 
thrown up without loss of time. I have long had it upon 
my mind that a successful attempt might be made, by way 
of surprise, on Castle William. From every account, there 
are not more than three hundred men in that place. The 
whale-boats, therefore, which you have, and such as could 
be sent to you, would easily transport eight hundred or one 
thousand ; which, with a very moderate share of conduct 
and resolution, might, 1 should think, bring off the garri- 
son, if not the stores. I wish you to discuss this matter, 
under the rose, with officers on whose judgment and spirit 
you can rely. Something of this sort may show how far 
the men are to be depended upon. 

I am, with respect, Sir, your very humble servant, 

George Washington-, 
To Major-General Artemas Ward. 



SAMUEL FREEMAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Falmouth, November 17, 1775. 

Sir: Being prevented, by a sudden departure from 
Watertown, from waiting on your Excellency, as I fully 
intended, I think it proper, by way of letter, to inform you 
that our General Court have appointed the Hon. Joseph 
Frye, Esq., " to take the command of the men stationed 
in the County of Cumberland, who were raised for the 
defence of the sea-coast, until their further orders ; and have 
empowered him, upon any emergency, to alarm and call 
together the Militia of the said County, or such part thereof 
as their safety may require, and them to discharge as soon 
as the service will admit ; and to lead and conduct them 
and the other forces, and with them to encounter, repel, 
and resist, by force of arms, all and every person or per- 
sons that shall attempt the surprise, destruction, invasion, 
or annoyance of this Town and County; and to cause such 
fortifications to be erected at Falmouth, aforesaid, and else- 
where, as he shall judge necessary for their [our] defence." 

This is all the Court have done at present. Something 



more is absolutely necessary. So excellent an harbour as 
that of Falmouth it is of the greatest importance to secure. 
On the preservation of this harbour depends, in a great 
measure, the safety of this whole eastern country; and 
should our enemies get possession of it, I humbly think 
the whole Continent will suffer by the loss; not only by the 
damage it will be to us, but by the advantages which they 
will thereby gain. I doubt not, therefore, a due attention 
will be given hereto; and I believe if a number of men 
were placed in a garrison here, and an armed vessel or two 
stationed to guard the coast, it would be an expense well 
applied. 

I am unacquainted with military matters, but I think it 
a duty incumbent on me to communicate my mind ; and, 
if your Excellency thinks it proper, I should be glad this 
matter might be laid before the Continental Congress. 
However, I would by no means pretend to dictate ; but I 
hope some measures, wiser than I can propose, will be 
speedily adopted to serve the general interest. 

Colonel Phinney, I suppose, will inform your Excellen- 
cy of the present situation of affairs here. I will not there- 
fore add, but that I am, with great respect, your Excel- 
lency's most obedient and very humble servant, 

Samuel Freeman. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, November 17, 1775. 

Sir: Captain Coit complains of the uneasiness the men 
are under, and as the only chance there is of taking any 
prize is his being out at this time, the General consents to 
his getting men at Plymouth, which, he says, he can readily 
do. If he can procure them, give him every forwardness 
you can. He says six weeks' provision will be necessary, 
and that he must have a spare pilot, in case of a prize. 
For God's sake indulge him, and if he has misinformed 
his Excellency about getting the men, let us know it im- 
mediately, that we may govern ourselves accordingly. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Stephen Moylan, Sec' y pro tern. 

To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



LORD GEORGE GERMAIN TO GENERAL HOWE. 

Whitehall, November 18, 1775. 

Sir : Lieutenant-General Gage arrived here the 14th 
instant, and I have had the honour to lay before the King 
your despatches of the 5th and 9th of October. 

It was a great satisfaction to me to receive, so early after 
my coming into office, your ideas of the plan of operations 
in the ensuing spring, and of the force necessary for car- 
rying that plan into execution. 

Every effort will be used to send you, as early as pos- 
sible, the re-enforcement that will be wanted ; and although 
dur negotiation for foreign auxiliaries has not succeeded 
according to our expectations, and our recruits come in but 
slowly, yet I have no doubt that if we are not deceived in 
the propositions which have been made for raising some 
new corps, and the engagements which have been entered 
into for procuring levies in Germany, we shall enable you 
to take the field with an army of twenty thousand men. 

Of the five Regiments which were under orders to sail 
from Cork for America, in the course of last month, the 
Seventeenth, Twenty-Seventh, and Fifty-Fifth, have pro- 
ceeded upon their voyage ; but the Twenty-Eighth and 
Forty-Sixth having been forced, by contrary winds, to put 
back, the King has thought fit to add them to the arma- 
ment preparing for an expedition to the Southern Colo- 
nies ; and I hope that, before the end of thi3 month, the 
troops destined for that service will have been embarked. 

All the advices which have been received of the state 
of the Southern Provinces, since the first idea of that ex- 
pedition was taken up, tend to show the propriety of it, 
and to confirm us in our hopes that it will be attended with 
advantage and success ; and I have no doubt that the whole 
or the greatest part of the Regiments, employed upon that 
occasion, will join the Army under your command much 
earlier, and in a better state for service, than if they were 
sent from hence in the spring. 

I am, &,c, George Germain. 
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general schuyler to the committee or Albany. particular, and I am not at all surprised at the last decla- 

Tioondoroga, November 18, 1775. ration of his. My sentiments, on this head, exactly coin- 

Sir: You will please to communicate to the Committee c ' ( ' e wilh his, and so must those of every man of senti- 

of the City and County of Albany the further success of ment, who is drove to the necessity of wheedling, coaxing, 

our arms. General Montgomery possessed himself of Mori- an( ' even lying) as we have both been under the necessity 

treal on the 13th instant. Colonel Arnold is arrived at °f doing, in order to carry on the service. I shall, how- 

Quebeck ; so that in all probability the entire possession of ever > do every thing in my power to put a finishing stroke 

Canada, as formerly limited, will be in our possession soon, t0 'he campaign, and make the best arrangement in Hiy 



if not already; events which, I hope, will have a tendency 
to bring the Ministry of our Sovereign to reasonable terms. 
That Heaven may again, and speedily, reunite us in 
every bond of affection and interest; that the British Em- 
pire may become the envy and admiration of the universe, 
and flourish until the omnipotent Master thereof shall be 
pleased to put his fiat on all earthly empires, is the sincere 
wish of yours, &c. Philip Schuyler. 

To the Committee of Albany, 



GENERAL SCHUYLEtl TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS". 

'•• ^t, [Bead_NoYember39, 1775.] 



^* " TiooraieVoga, NSvembet 187 
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power in order to ensure success to the next ; this done, I 
must beg leave to retire. In a gentleman of General Mont- 
gomery's abilities, the Colonies will sustain an essential 
loss; it is, however, a consolation that you have many 
other able and experienced commanders. Permit me to 
suggest that it would be highly proper to determine on 
one to command in CqmdQ, shfiu Id he come away. 

Since your letter of tneM2tb ultimo', I have not been 
honoured with a line from Congress. I 'am consequently 
without their determination on that part of mine of the 
-iJ$J? ?r^A^ e ?' v Y^c_h relates to the payment of the troops, 
and wnich I again mentioned in mine of the 21st and 22d — 
fc a matter of much, more mordent than at first view it ap- 
'■" peats* to hej^ Jgr unless jhe:~mode of paying the troops, 
Sir: I da myself jhe honour to congratulate Congress which I then pointVa 'om/or srajnething similar to it, be 
on the reduction "of Montreal, _Lejj«],°|^ thtf^qpv, of the adopted, not only a very considerable sum of money will 
terms the inhabitants wjshed to have, ahefif GenerafJumil- beTosj ft^the public]-., bliTt^e Jroops cannot be paid off. 
gomery's answer, Wetter wrth^copies ol^urnkv lexers ^ I am unhappy* (Mind theSf^pfehensions I expressed in 
horn Mr. Brook WaH.on~™ whose zeaP(as Oerrml MsEt^ JHetter of tii§20th ult., that few of the troops to the north- 
gomery,tniadin^e, expresses. himselQJs only to be Ward wouhT re-engage, tJf.M: the-point of being realized, 
equalled by his sincerity.' 5 5 "^ l ?=V> "S^c- . ^ -.^They ha^e such an iiitemperate desire to return home, that 

General Caxleton took the advantage of a tavourabfe^nothmg can equal \i x - t Ipc _„ 
wind to go^JowQHhe St.Za&r^e.j^^yxmjb^mfQen-.. As our paper currencySpill ftoT pass in Canada, there 
eral .Moni£ome?-£arrived7 Be toolcwith film Ills garrison, 'ivill be, an,.aj^ute ne^'sity of sending a very considerable 
onboardj>itei4QreJeven sniftll^craft, reserved for Uiat pur - sum in specie ";ToOf the 'Canadians should entertain an 
pose, and to carry away the^powdeFSiTrd other importaJ)^ .opinion of our inability in point of cash, I fear they will 

"* " ■ - could wish ; cspe- 

intended emoluments 




" By intercepted letter, I find (says our Genera1)~tliat 

Colonel^ ' J-r : ~' : — J ' '" ' "' 

of Quebec, 

are exceed 

which (he 

holds off, and he can'prevail on The IroSps" to accompany 

him. He adds: Vv 



ave^e\it i C^tJ4F\Qw-/M J _gfiCoIonel Hinman's Regi- 




me ^e^^h^o^r^adv^nced^m-ist-be my apology for this 
measure, which/l conbeiv.ed, ipuhj tot be dispensed with. 



"_The Lizard; rnaft-'oAvar^s aifrVed at Quefle«*,>i-ith fe I have given the like orders to Captain Mills and Cap 
twenty thousand Pounds and one hundred marines. They "lain i?os*mn.?,o(>>jColo ------ 



recruits 



have had 1 some othfic.lijJiB re-^n/olremenfs arro^ rec 

from Colonel Maclean's Regiment, called tTie^Emlgrants, «hjt]ed,for this p&hrnd Fort George, as those works, whicl 

which, together jv it b artificers and sailors, may amount in I proposed in, my last, cai)Hpt bj^egjried on without thi 



iToije"J_/io/^^'s Regiment, proposing 

to raise four Companies of seventy-five men, officers in- 

" " h 



all to four hurrefred and fifty meft, 

, " One of the brigs which sailed some 



^_ number of men, and even more. 

Time" sincV fJ£m i ^jgh^op Cap'tain Livingston, (who brought me General 



England, is arrived with clothing and arms. X\ Montgomery's despatches, witt) tnese,} a gentlemen whose 

"I can't help, feeing |r^ an( ] zea i nas caused him to be distinguished in 

•mination oHhe troop? wrtlj r^iecrtc^ngTgfnVfor she the Army.* V^^ { r^.oa-C-W* 

._.i.. i i oblige^t-jo pronfisB. all suoh (' T ' ' -. ■- =.— Jv*vw . ... 

1 frfakeNib doiibt ofTefaiflTffo: 



term 

months longer' 

dismission as ehi 



I 

os«^it. 



was obligate promiss. all suoh their J have a variety of regniTatmits'ln" contemplation, but 
I'akeSib doubt ofTefaiflTng the Mime^qes not permit me to communicate them ; 
ground akejidy gotten ; but it is of the utmost importance deed, I bdieVefTt wilfnot Se^efcesiary that I should, as I 



and, in- 



to finish thrs^iteinegs^ll^e, tha^li^j^il^Ofy ma^ have h^pe to be honoured with a Committee of Congress. 

no hopes left of carrying oh their plan in^msTrhportajIt VI -aju^Sirj.vYJtlj'the mosUpiofoUad respect to Congress 

quarter. At any^rate, it will be highly expedient to thrb^ and^to yoiV'your "most dBerJieflr fn<Lmost humble°ser- 

in a largeiqdydf troops," ks aoorc^s .tiie ice^will Jjeaj:; in van^ 

order to mate a vigorous attack on (Jwe beck before the 

arrival of .s^ccouTsin tlie sprirrg, should it pot fall into c^v 

Iiands^^s^wmier^tir'sh.ouid thf^ihstance'brgooa^rlu'h^ ^f'.'P.- 
3Wp^our labours, some advantageobe pbet must be chosen cnase" v a" thousand bYrtels oF pork, "*aj:d three thousand 
\<m''Que3>ecJi, J^here ajar^jorps" , of%coop*s j , strongly Jiushels of^saltj and to get it at Albany, if possible, before 
'Staa, a ttpom over a narrow channel, an3 noatiflg \atte- \. tllf n_a^igafion of Undsoji's .River ceases for this year, that 



Philip Schuyler. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.y &o. 

P. S. I .have ordered the Commissary-General to pur- 



cro 
be 

. postal 

ries,'Thay baffle all attempts from Europe. I am told a 
difficult pass, termed the Traverse, will answer this pur- 
pose. I shall clothe the troops completely who engage 
again. 

" I find, with pleasure, that my politicks have squared 
.with the views of Congress, and shall lose no time in 
calling a Convention, when my intended expedition is 
finished. 

" Will not your health permit you to reside at Montreal 
this winter? I must go home, if I walk by the side of the 
lake. 1 am weary of power, and totally want that patience 
and temper requisite to such a command." 

It is impossible, Sir, to conceive the variety of difficul- 
ties he has had to encounter. Prudence forbids me to be 



it may be brought uploTort Geoygh'hi the course of the 
winter. I durst not venture to order\ip a greater quantity of 
salt, although I think much more should be sent, lest the 
intercourse between Albany and New- York should be cm 
off by the ships of war. This appears to me a very capital 
matter; for without that necessary article, it will be w-ith 
the utmost difficulty that an Army can be supported in this 
quarter. 

TO THE INHABITANTS OF MONTREAL. 

November 12, 177f.. 

Gentlemen : My anxiety for the fate of Montreal in- 
duces me to request that you will exert yourselves among 
the inhabitants to prevail on them to enter into such mea- 
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sures as will prevent the necessity of opening my batte- 
ries on the Town. When I consider the dreadful conse- 
quences of a bombardment, the distress that must attend a 
fire, (at this season especially,) when it is too late to re- 
pair the damage which must ensue, how many innocent 
people must suffer, and that the firm friends of liberty must 
be involved in one common ruin with the wicked tools of 
despotism, my heart bleeds at the dire necessity which 
compels me to distress that unfortunate city. I conjure 
you, by all the ties of humanity, to take every possible step 
to soften the heart of the Governour; for he, if he be sin- 
cere in his professions to the people committed to his charge, 
must commiserate their condition. In vain will he persist 
in a resistance, which can only be attended with misery to 
the inhabitants, and with lasting disgrace to his own hu- 
manity. 

I am, Gentlemen, with earnest wishes for the success of 
your negotiation, your most obedient servant, 

Richard Montgomery, 
Brigadier-General, Continental Army. 

P. S. I have just heard it has been falsely and scanda- 
lously reported, our intentions are to plunder the inhabi- 
tants. I have only to appeal to your own observation, 
whether such a proceeding be consistent with our conduct 
since we have entered this Province. 



Articles of Capitulation made and entered into between 
Richard Montgomery, Esq., Brigadier-General of 
the Continental Army, and the Citizens and Inhabitants 
of Montreal, represented by the subscribers, John 
Porteous, Pierre Panet, John Blake, Pierre Me- 
ztere, James Finlay, St. George Dupree, James 
McGill, Louis Carrignant, Rich'd Huntly, Fran- 
cois Mathiot, Edward William Grey, and Pierre 
Guy, duly elected for that purpose. 
Article 1st. That the citizens and inhabitants of Mon- 
treal, as well individuals as religious orders and communi- 
ties, without any exceptions, shall be maintained in the 
free possession and enjoyment of their Tights, goods, and 
effects, moveable and immoveable, of what nature soever 
they may be. 

Article 2d. That the inhabitants, French and English, 
shall be maintained in the free exercise of their religion. 

Article 3d. That trade, in general, as w r ell within the 
Province as in the upper countries, and parts beyond the 
seas, shall be carried on freely as heretofore, and passports 
shall be granted for that purpose. 

Article 4th. That passports shall also be granted to 
those who may want them for the different parts of this 
Province or elsewhere, on their lawful aifairs. 

Article 5th. That the citizens and inhabitants of the 
Town and suburbs of Montreal shall not be compelled, on 
any pretence whatever, to take up arms against the Mother 
Country, nor to contribute, in any manner, towards carry- 
ing on war against her. 

Article 6th. That the citizens and inhabitants of the 
Town and suburbs, or any other part of the country, who 
have taken up arms for the defence o.f this Province, and 
are taken prisoners, shall be set at liberty. 

Article 7th. That courts of justice shall be established 
for the determination of property, and that the judges of 
the said courts shall be elected by the people. 

Article 8th. That the inhabitants of the Town shall not 
be subjected to lodge troops. 

Article 9th. That no inhabitants of the country, or 
savages, shall be permitted to enter the Town until the 
commandant shall have taken possession, and provided for 
the security thereof. 

John Porteous, Pierre Panet, 

R. Huntly, Mathiot, 

John Blake, Carrignant, 

Edward W. Grey, Meztere, 

James Finlay, St. George Dupree, 

James McGill, Guy. 

Montreal, November"12, 1775. 

I do hereby certify that the above Articles were present- 
ed to me, to which I have given the following answer: 
The City of Montreal, having neither ammunition, artil- 



lery, troops, nor provisions, and having it not in their 
power to fulfil one article of the treaty, can claim no title 
to a capitulation. 

The Continental Army have a generous disdain of every 
act of oppression and violence ; they are come for the ex- 
press purpose of giving liberty and security. The General 
therefore engages his honour to maintain in the peaceable 
enjoyment of their property, of every kind, the individuals 
and religious communities of the City of Montreal. 

The inhabitants, whether English, French, or others, 
shall be maintained in the free exercise of their religion. 

The present unhappy contention, between Great Britain 
and her Colonies, puts it out of his power to engage for 
freedom of trade to the Mother Country; nor can he make 
a general promise of passports ; as far as it may'coTisist 
with the safety of the troops and the publick good, he shall 
be happy to promote commerce, and, for that purpose, 
promises to grant passports for the upper countries when 
required. 

The General hopes to see such a virtuous Provincial 
Convention assembled, as will enter, with zeal, into every 
measure that can contribute to set the civil and religious 
rights of this and her sister Colonies on a permanent foun- 
dation. He promises, for himself, that he will not compel 
the inhabitants of the Town to take up arms against the 
Mother Country, or contribute towards the expenses of 
carrying on the present war. 

The Continental Army came into this Province for its 
protection ; they therefore cannot consider their opposers 
as taking up arms for its defence. 

'Tis not in the General's power to engage for the return 
of prisoners; motives of humanity will induce him to use 
his interest for their return to their families, provided it can 
be done without endangering the publick safety. 

Speedy measures shall be taken for the establishing 
courts of justice upon the most liberal plan, conformable 
to the British Constitution. 

The inhabitants shall not be burdened with troops, but 
when necessity requires it ; of which necessity the General 
must be judge. 

The inhabitants of the country, and savages, shall not 
enter the Town till the guards are posted. 

To-morrow morning, at nine o'clock, the Continental 
Troops shall take possession of the Recollect Gate. The 
proper officers must attend, with the keys of all publick 
stores, upon the Quartermaster-General at nine o'clock, at 
the Recollect Gale. 

This engagement is understood and declared to be bind- 
ing on any future commanding officer of the Continental 
Troops that may succeed me in this district. 

Richard Montgomery, 
Brigadier- General, Continental Army. 

Mpntreal, November 19, 1775. 

Ticonderoga, November 16, 1775. 

Sir : You having signified to me that you are willing to 
continue in the Army of the United Colonies, raised for 
defence of American liberty, and for repelling every hos- 
tile invasion thereof, in the rank you now hold, I do there- 
fore, by virtue of the power given me by the honourable 
Continental Congress, appoint you a Captain in their Army, 
and that you will be allowed the like pay that you have 
hitherto served for, unless they should please to augment 
it ; and whereas it is necessary that you should immediately 
raise a Company, to consist of seventy-two men, non-com- 
missioned officers and privates included, I do therefore 
empower and direct you to promise to every man that you 
shall enlist the same pay that was allowed to the troops 
raised in the Colony of Connecticut for the present cam- 
paign, and also that they shall be clothed, the particulars 
of which it is not in my power to determine, as I am not 
furnished with an account of them by the honourable Con- 
gress; that they shall be allowed one-twelfth of a dollar 
per day, for their subsistence, until they arrive at such 
place where provisions can be issued to them. If any man 
brings his own arms, such arms shall be valued ; and if 
lost in the service, unless through the negligence of the 
owner, they shall be paid for them ; and such as are not 
lost shall have the same allowance made for the use of 
them as was allowed by the Colony of Connecticut to the 
troops raised therein for the present campaign. 
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You are to enlist none but able-bodied men ; and every 
person that shall so enlist is to subscribe an enlistment, in 
the following .words : 

" 1, A B, , in the Colony of , by trade a 

, do acknowledge to have voluntarily enlisted my- 
self a private soldier in a Regiment of Foot, to be com- 
manded by such Colonel as the honourable the Continen- 
tal Congress shall thereunto appoint ; and do promise that 
I will faithfully serve in such Regiment, so commanded, 
for the term of seven months, unless sooner discharged, and 
be obedient to and observe such articles of war as the hon- 
ourable Congress hath or shall from time to time institute 
for the government of their Army, raised for the defence 
of American liberty, and for repelling every hostile inva- 
sion thereof." 

You are to keep an exact account of the date of every 
man's enlistment. 

You will make no delay in executing this service, as the 
time for which the men now here and at Fort George were 
enlisted will soon expire, and I wish to have the new-raised 
men up some time before. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

To Captain hleazer Curtis. 

Montreal, October 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I know your goodness will pardon the trou- 
ble I am giving and likely to give you ; the necessity of 
the day will plead my excuse. Will you take the trouble 
to forward the enclosed letters ? They are of consequence 
to me, as well as to those to whom they are addressed. 

I shall also take leave to inform you that John Orillat, 
a French gentleman of this Town, for whom I have great 
regard, and with whom 1 have extensive commercial con- 
cerns, is now a prisoner with the Rebels, by which his 
family and property suffer much. Will you, my good Sir, 
do me the kind office to get him exchanged, if possible, 
supply his wants, and return him to his family, and you 
will thereby render the most acceptable service to, dear 

Sir, your faithful humble servant, -r, -it; 

' ' ' Brook Watson. 

To Major Shirreff, Boston. 

P. S. The last letter from Mr. Orillat was dated Ti- 
condcroga, 29th September, 1775. I hope to sail for 
London in ten days. B. W. 

Montreal, October 16, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I have had the long wished for satisfaction 
of hearing from you at last. On the 7th instant I received 
yours of August the 14th, and immediately desired my 
friend at Quebeck to find Mr. Bliss, and get from him 
your letter of the 13th August, which I received the 14th 
instant, with an excuse of Mr. Bliss, that he had left it on 
board with his baggage. Your letter, in answer to mine of 
April the 6th, 1 have not received ; hence, you may natu- 
rally conceive me very unhappy concerning you and Mrs. 
Faneuil; but am now relieved, and happy to learn you 
had determined on going to winter in Nova-Scotia, because 
you will certainly be in safety there. The Admiral can 
never suffer the Colonists to cross the Bay of Fundy, and 
seize the Province, nor can publick affairs continue to be 
conducted as they have been hitherto. From the little 
knowledge I have of America, and of military operations, 
I do conceive General Gage cannot winter at Boston, and 
that ere this he will have determined to quit it ; because, 
should it remain longer undetermined, it may not be in his 
power to quit Boston without quitting America. My mean- 
ing is, that he cannot winter all his troops at Halifax; 
therefore, part of them must come to Quebeck ; and it is 
necessary, to that end, that they should now be embarked, 
or they will not get up the river. The Hunter, sloop-of- 
war, is arrived at Quebeck, from Boston. Perhaps she 
may bring some news of the kind. 

Your intention of quitting America next spring, and with 
the fragments of your fortune purchasing an annuity for 
your and Mrs. FaneuWs lives, in case publick affairs shall 
not alter much for the better, I greatly approve; at the 
same time, hope you will not have occasion to carry it into 
execution. Surely the Kingdom of Great Britain cannot 
much longer be governed by such weak counsels and fee- 
ble efforts. She has scarcely got a secure Province in 



America. As to this, it has long been on the brink of 
falling into the hands of the most despicable wretches. 
Had not the inhabitants of this Town gone out to meet 
Colonel Allen, on Monday, the 25th ultimo, the Town and 
principal part of the Province would have been in their 
hands, and that fellow would probably have been Govern- 
our of Montreal. Thank God, that day's action turned 
the minds of the Canadians; and I have reason to hope 
the Province out of danger, at least for this year, and, 
doubtless, ample protection will be afforded it early in the 
next. 

As to the affairs of W. fy R., I have great pleasure in 
telling you I have sent them home forty thousand Pounds 
sterling since my arrival, thirty-two thousand Pounds of 
which in furs, per the ship Pomona, Captain Green, which 
sailed from Quebeck the 2d instant. Had it not been for 
the unhappy troubles which have reigned this year, I should 
have sent ten thousand Pounds more ; but I have reason 
to be content and happy in having made a voyage to Ame- 
rica in 1775. 

The Province of Nova-Scotia stands much indebted to 
W. &f R., and 1 should be happy to have it in my power, 
as it is my wish, to visit it before my return to England ; 
but I conceive both the affairs of that Province and this 
demand my presence in London as soon as possible ; for 
which reason, it is my intention to leave Ouebeck in the 
ship Adamant, about the 10th of next month, hoping to 
arrive on or about the 15th December, before Parliament^ 
shall be adjourned. Should my presence in Nova-Scotia 
be absolutely necessary, I shall, in discharge of my duty, 
visit it next spring. At the same time, I hope in God 
that may not be the case, for I ardently long for peace 
and home. 

Your friends, Messrs. Jonathan and Isaac Clarke, would 
have done well, had not these troubles followed them to 
this Province. They have long had their goods packed, 
ready for embarking; but I hope they will not be obliged 
to ship them. 

Our friend Butler writes me he had resolved to go to 
London, with his wife, in the Canadian, Captain Abbott. 
Should that happen, I hope you will get to Halifax before 
his departure, and take charge of W. &f R.'s power of 
attorney. 

Pray make my compliments and affectionate regavds 
known to Mrs. Faneuil ; and be assured that I am, dear 
Sir, your faithful and affectionate friend, 

Brook Watson. 
To Benjamin Faneuil, Jun., Esq., Boston. 

P. S. My friend, Mr. John Orillat, of this City, is now 
prisoner with the Colonists. I esteem him much, and W. 
&f R. have great commercial concerns with him and part- 
ner, Mr. Forctier. The last news I had of him, he was at 
Ticonderoga. Now, dear Sir, use your interest with Gen- 
eral Gage to have him exchanged, get him released and 
relumed to his family, supply his wants, and thereby ren- 
der a most acceptable service to your friend, 

Brook Watson. 

Montreal, October 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I wrote you by the Cellery, Captain Har- 
die, from Quebeck, on the 18th ult., acknowledging receipt 
of your esteemed favour of August 19th, when I made 
you acquainted with the unhappy situation of this Pro- 
vince. I then wrote you fully concerning Kavanagh's 
affairs, and desired, in case any accident should prevent 
the Canadian from arriving, or that she should load fish 
for Furope, that you would charter a vessel to send home 
Kavanagh 's oil and furs, he. The Adamant did not arrive 
at Quebeck till after I had chartered a ship to carry home 
her intended cargo. I had two country vessels, with thirty- 
two thousand Pounds sterling in furs on board, waiting her 
arrival, at a time when the Bostonians were hourly expected 
to master the Province. Hence I thought it my duty, and 
did charter the ship Pomona, Captain Green, for three hun- 
dred and seventy-five Pounds, to proceed, with furs, he, to 
London; and she sailed from Qucbeck the 2d instant. It 
was my intention to have gone home in her, and had pre- 
pared every thing accordingly, but altered my mind, and 
came off for Montreal the morning she was to sail for 
London; and I confess to you that no one measure 1 ever 
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took affords me half the satisfaction. This City, and the 
greatest part of the Province, would have fallen into the 
hands of the Colonists on the 25th last month, had not the 
inhabitants marched out to meet and give them battle. 
They fought, conquered, and saved the Province at least 
for a while. Colonel Allen, who commanded this despi- 
cable party of plunderers, (they were promised the plun- 
der of the Town,) was, with most of his wretches, taken. 
He is now in irons on board the Gaspee. This action gave 
a sudden turn to the Canadians, who before, were, nine- 
tenths for the Bostonians. There are great numbers now 
in arms for the King; but the enemy have possession of 
the south side of the river, as low as Vtrchere, except 
the garrison of St. John's, which they still invest, with lit- 
tle hopes on their side, and little fear on ours, of its being 
taken. The beginning of the month I was much alarmed, 
on receiving news from Boston that Halifax was taken. 
From this I was soon relieved by your most welcome let- 
ter of September the 1st, which was soon followed by those 
of the 16th and 21st, all which 1 now mean to answer. I 
doubt not the trade of Halifax being dull ; but I shall be 
much disappointed in my conjectures, if it does not soon 
mend. I think General Gage cannot winter at Boston; 
consequently, that he must soon send a part of his troops 
to Halifax, and the rest to this Province, where they are 
much wanted ; for, notwithstanding the Boslonians are not 
likely soon to take St. John's, there is some danger of 
their getting this Town, and every other part of this Pro- 
vince, except Quebeck, unless it is soon supported by the 
King's troops. As to your Province, I am not under any 
apprehension of its being overrun by them ; ihey will never 
send men where, let their success be ever so great, they 
cannot support them the winter; and I further think all 
possibility of their succeeding will be cut off, by the Ad- 
miral's orders to take and destroy all their vessels. I am 
with you of opinion, that if a land war is to be carried on, 
it had better be conducted through this Country, leaving 
the Navy to manage their sea-coast. I much fear the ope- 
rations of the Army this winter will prevent your going 
home with Mrs. Butler. I am sorry her indisposition 
should make such a voyage necessary ; at the same time, 
I shall have pleasure in seeing you there. Should that be 
the case, I know not any person in Halifax with whom 
you can confide fVatson &f Rashleigh's power of attorney. 
Mr. Faneuil writes me of his intention to winter there, 
with Mrs. Faneuil. Should he arrive before your de- 
parture, pray make over our power to him. I have wrote 
him a line on the subject. Should he not arrive, leave the 
power locked up with your other papers, our accounts, &lc. 
The ship Adamant is nearly loaded with oak timber. There 
will be some furs and twenty odd passengers for her. It is 
my design to leave Quebeck about the 10th of next month, 
and I hope to be home before Parliament adjourns for 
Christmas holydays. 

I have read your address to the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and cannot help admiring the delightful bull, " we 
feel for our Mother Country, of which many of us are na- 
tives." It is a good one. Tell my friend, Dr. Breynton, 
I wrote him from Quebeck on the 21st July last, per the 
Cellery, and did hope he would have given me a line in 
answer. 

Pray push home every shilling of remittance which you 
can lay hands on ; for W. &/■ R., at these times of general 
want, will stand much in need of.it. 

Remember me to Mrs. Butler, and believe that I am, 
dear Sir, your faithful friend and humble servant, 

Brook Watson. 
To John Butler, Esq. 

Montreal, October 19, 1775. 

Dear Sir : I had the pleasure to write you from Que- 
leck, the 18th ultimo, per the Cellery, Captain Hardie, 
since which I have been much alarmed by a letter from 
Boston, dated the 5th ultimo, advising of Halifax being 
taken, but I was soon relieved, by a letter from Mr. Butler, 
dated the 1st of September, which was soon followed by 
others of the 16th and 21st, by which I learn, to my great 
comfort, that the Province was not in any immediate dan- 
ger ; nor do I conceive these people will be so mad as to 
send a body of men where, let their success be ever so 



great, they cannot winter them. Indeed, the Admiral's 
orders to destroy their vessels will, if executed, effectually 
prevent their crossing the Bay of Fundy. It is my opinion 
General Gage, cannot winter the Army in Boston, and that 
he soon will be obliged to quit it. If so, part of them must 
winter at Halifax, and part at Quebeck, where they are 
indeed much wanted ; for such is the wretched state of 
this unhappy Province, that Colonel Allen, with a few 
despicable wretches, would have taken this City on the 
25lh ultimo, had not its inhabitants marched out to give 
them battle. They fought, conquered, and thereby saved 
the Province for a while. Allen, with his banditti, were 
mostly taken prisoners ; he is now in chains on board the 
Gaspee. This little action has changed the face of things; 
the Canadians before were nine-tenths for the Bostonians; 
they are now returned to their duty. Many in arms for the 
King ; and the Parishes which have been otherwise are 
daily demanding their pardon, and taking arms for the 
crown. St. John's is still invested. They have in the 
fort eight hundred men, well fortified and appointed ; there 
is little danger of its being taken ; yet I coidially wish for 
a few Battalions of the King's troops to chase them out of 
the Country. Our weather has been remarkably fine and 
mild, or they would soon be moving. 

The Adamant is nearly loaded. I hope to sail from 
Quebeck about the 10th of next month, and to arrive in 
England before Parliament shall adjourn for the holydays. 
Let me entreat you to remit the balance of Mr. Louber- 
buckler's account; every shilling is a relief at this time of 
general distress. 

My good wishes attend Mrs. Franklin and the children ; 

and 1 pray you to believe that I am, dear Sir, your faithful 

humble servant, „ T , 7 

.Brook Watson. 

To Lieutenant-Governour Franklin. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, November 18, 1775. 

My Dear General: I do myself the honour to con- 
gratulate your Excellency on the surrender of Montreal. 
Enclose you copy of the terms that were proposed and al- 
lowed, as also copies of sundry letters from a Mr. Brook 
Watson, and that of General Montgomery to me ; to Con- 
gress I have only sent extracts of the last, for prudential 
reasons. In your hands it is safe. 

Since my last to your Excellency, I have been more 
particular on the subject which you recommended me to 
turn my thoughts to. I have not time to send you a copy, 
as I would not wish to detain the express one 'moment 
longer than what is absolutely necessary. 

Your favour of the 5th I received on the 16th. If Gene- 
ral Howe's military abilities do not exceed that specimen 
of his literary ones contained in the proclamation, his gene- 
ralship is not much to be dreaded. 

I shall write to General Montgomery respecting the gar- 
rison of Niagara and those to the westward. 

The lead left this early in September, and was imme- 
diately forwarded to Cambridge, by Mr. Phelps, the Com- 
missary at Albany. 

My best respects your Excellency will please to make 
to Generals Lee and Gates, and Major Mifflin. 

I am, with the sheerest regard, your Excellency's most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Montreal, November 13, 1775. 

My Dear General : The badness of the weather, and 
worse roads, have put it out of my power to get here before 
yesterday. A favourable wind the night before enabled Mr. 
Carleton to get away, with his little garrison, on board ten 
or eleven little vessels, reserved for that purpose, and to 
carry away the powder and other important stores. I 
don't despair of getting hold of the powder yet. No dili- 
gence shall be wanting for that purpose. 

By intercepted letters, I find Colonel Arnold is certainly 
arrived in the neighbourhood of Quebeck; that the King's 
friends are exceedingly alarmed, and expect to be besieged; 
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which, with the blessing of God, they shall be, if the severe 
season holds off, and I can prevail on the troops to accom- 
pany me. The Lizard, man-of-war, is arrived there ; she 
has brought twenty thousand Pounds sterling, and one hun- 
dred marines. They have had some other little re-enforce- 
ment of recruits, for Maclean's Regiment, and artificers, to 
the amount, in all, including marines and sailors, of four 
hundred and fifty men. One of the brigs is arrived, with 
clothing and arms for the faithful Canadians, as Mr. Carle- 
ton, with propriety, terms them. This morning we have 
taken possession of the Town. I send you their articles of 
capitulation, with my answer, and hope it may meet with 
approbation. 

I cannot help feeling great uneasiness till I know the 
determination of the troops with respect to engaging for six 
months longer. I was obliged, at St. John's, to promise all 
such their dismission as chose it, to coax them to Montreal. 
Indeed, Wooster's Regiment showed the greatest uneasi- 
ness. I make no doubt of retaining as many as will hold 
tbe ground already gotten ; but it is of the utmost impor- 
tance to finish this business at once, that the Ministry may 
have no hopes left of carrying on their infernal plan in this 
important quarter. At any rate, it will be highly expedient 
to throw in a large body of troops as soon as the ice will 
bear, in order to make a vigorous attack on Quebec!*: before 
tiie arrival of succours in the spring, should it not fall into 
our hands this winter; but should this instance of good for- 
tune crown our labours, some advantageous post must be 
chosen below Quebeck, where a large corps of troops, 
strongly posted, a boom over a narrow channel, and float- 
ing batteries, may baffle all attempts from Europe. I am 
told a difficult pass, termed the Traverse, will answer this 
purpose. If your health will not permit you to engage 
in this affair, I think Lee ought by all means to have the 
command here. 

1 send some choice letters of that worthy and steady 
friend to the Colonies, Brook Watson, whose zeal is only 
to be equalled by his sincerity. You will think them of 
importance enough, I believe, to be communicated to 
General Washington and the Congress. Your friend, Mr. 
William Smith, has been pretty well humbugged by this 
gentleman. 

I am exceedingly sorry Congress have not favoured me 
with a Committee. It would have had a great effect with 
the troops, who are exceedingly turbulent, and, indeed, mu- 
tinous. My vexation and distress can only be alleviated by 
reflecting on the great publick advantages which must arise 
from my unparalleled good fortune. I shall clothe the troops 
completely who engage again. 

I find with pleasure that my politicks have squared with 
the views of Congress, and shall lose no time in calling a 
Convention, when my intended expedition is finished. Will 
not your health permit you to reside at Montreal this win- 
ter? I must go home, if I walk by the side of the lake, 
this winter. 1 am weary of power, and totally want that 
patience and temper so requisite for such a command. I 
will take it as a favour if you will send Harry Livingston 
with your despatches for Congress. 

1 wish some method could be fallen upon of eno-a<>ine 
gentlemen to serve; a point of honour and more knowledge 
of the world, to be found in that class of men, would greatly 
reform discipline, and render the troops much more tract- 
able. The officers of the First Regiment of Yorkers, and Ar- 
tillery Company, were very near a mutiny the other day, 
because I would not stop the clothing of the garrison of St. 
John's. I would not have sullied my own reputation, nor 
disgraced the Continental arms, by such a breach of capitu- 
lation, for the universe; there was no driving it into their 
noddles, that the clothing was really the property of the 
soldier, that he had paid for it, and that every Regiment, 
in this country especially, saved a year's clothing, to have 
decent clothes to wear on particular occasions. 

I am, &.c, Richard Montgomery. 

To General Schuyler. 



speedy termination may be put to this afflicting controversy, 
and Britons and Americans once more regard each other 
with the fond tenderness of a parent and child, and jointly 
establish an empire on such a solid basis, that no power on 
earth may be able to destroy it, and that shall last until 
the omnipotent Being is pleased to blot out all the empires 
of the earth. Montreal is in our possession, on which I 
sincerely congratulate you. The lead from Crown Point 
was sent from Albany to Cambridge, very early in Septem- 
ber ; of this you will please to advise General Washington. 
I either enclosed to your Honour, to Congress, or General 
Washington, the original return of the troops taken at St. 
John's. If your Honour has it, I beg you to send it to me ; 
if not, a copy of your copy will do. 

I am, with sentiments of real respect and esteem, your 
Honour's most obedient humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
The Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., &c. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE. 

Cambridge, November 18, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 13th instant, by Mr. Phillips, 
I received. In answer thereto, you will be pleased to or- 
der the officers and men that have been stationed at Block- 
Island to march to this camp: re-enforcements are want in a-, 
and probably will be. When they are here, they will be 
incorporated into the Continental Army, if they choose it; 
the many circumstances attending the new arrangement of 
which, had, in some measure, occasioned me to forget these 
men before. When an accountof the wages and subsistence 
due to them is transmitted, I shall give necessary orders 
for their payment. I congratulate you upon your appoint- 
ment to the Government of the Colony, and am obliged 
by the assurances you give me of such assistance as niay 
be in your power. I am, &,c, „ «r 

LrEORGE WASHINGTON. 

To Governour Cooke, Rhode-Island. 



STEPHEN MOYLAN TO WILLIAM WATSON. 

Cambridge, November 18, 1775. 

Sir: Your favour of the 4th instant was delivered this 
day, by Major Soper. As it appears, by the papers he 
brought, that the cargo of wine, wrecked off the coast, be- 
longs to a Thomas Satler, of Philadelphia, and that it was 
not intended for the enemy, it is his Excellency's opinion 
that you had better have the wine stored in the most secure 
place you conveniently can, and that you wait for such 
directions as the owners will give for the further disposal 
thereof. I am really at a loss what instructions to give, 
relative to the six negroes ; let them, however, be taken 
care of until further orders. 

I am yours, &c, Stephen Moylan. 

To William Watson, Esq., Plymouth. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Ticonderoga, November 18, 1775. 

Again, my good Sir, has the Divine Providence smiled 
on our arms. May Heaven still prove propitious, that a 



to general washincton. 

November 18, 1775. 

Sir: The enclosed papers I received a k\v days a^o. 
I suppose they came from Mr. Hitchborn. He appears 
very certain the Preston might be taken, but from her 
situation, and being unrigged, it will be very difficult, if 
not impossible, to secure her; for, as soon as daylight ap- 
pears, she might be beat to pieces by the batteries°of the 
Town, to which she would be a fair mark ; or she might be 
retaken, by being boarded from the other ships and°trans- 
ports, which can furnish, together with the Town, a large 
body of men for that purpose. If she could be taken, but 
not carried off, would it not be an essential object to secure 
her powder and small arms? for which purpose a sufficient 
number of whale-boats might remove them to Chelsea in a 
short time, and afterwards the ship be burnt; first removing . 
the men to Noddle-Island. 

If Mr. Hitchborn's plan be a good one, might it not be 
applied with a better chance of success to the taking of the 
Boyne, which, according to Hitchborn, lies near the west 
end of Spectacle- Island, rigged ? If she could be taken 
she might be, from her situation, not only secured, but 
made good use of for taking the castle ; which, perhaps, 
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in its present dismembered state, might be attended with 
no great difficulty. Here would be probably found a good 
collection of arms and ammunition — the great desideratum. 
I am, with much esteem, your Excellency's most bum- 
ble servant, Britannicus. 

To His Excellency General Washington. 

Cambridge, October 28, 1775. 

Sih : As his Excellency General Washington desired 
me to reduce to writing any thing I knew respecting the 
Navy in Boston harbour, 1 beg you would show him the 
enclosed memorandum, which will afford a general view of 
their situation. The plan of attacking the Preston, hereto 
annexed, I send you. ...-....* I did not choose to pre- 
sent it to the General, lest he might think me too officious. 
You wil] make what use of it you please. I think there can 
be no objection raised against it that I cannot obviate. I 
am under a necessity to set off immediately for Newbury- 
port, or I should have waited on you in person. Shall 
return in a few days, when 1 will do myself that pleasure; 
and am, interim, most respectfully, 

Sir, your very humble servant. 
To * _ 

Thoughts on the practicability of taking the Flag-Ship 
Preston. 
She mounts fifty guns, carries three hundred men, (offi- 
cers included,) and now musters her full complement; the 
following draughts being made therefrom, viz : eighteen 
sick, forty lent to other ships, and forty in the floating bat- 
teries, leaves two hundred and two effective men. This 
deficiency of their full complement reduces them to the 
necessity of manning the guns on one side only at a time. 
When the watch is set, at eight o'clock in the evening, 
one-half the ship's company retire to their hammocks; 
they have then eight marines and two sailors on the poop, 
one marine at each gangway, two marines and two sailors 
on the forecastle, one sentinel over the prisoners between 
decks, one at the great cabin, one at the ward-room, and 
one at the gun-room door; in the whole, twenty men under 
arms every night. The rest of the watch are totally un- 
armed and defenceless ; their duty leading them to their 
respective quarters at the great guns, immediately upon an 
alarm. They have, indeed, armed chests on the poop, 
containing several hundred muskets, about twelve pole- 
axes, and sixteen spears, about eight feet long, on the 
quarter-deck ; these are to be made use of only by the 
marines, about fifteen in number, who we suppose to be 
nowin their hammocks. There is an accommodation-lad- 
der, leading from the water into the ship, which will de- 
liver about sixty men in forty seconds. The only diffi- 
culty lies in bringing about eighty or one hundred men 
within musket-shot of the ship unnoticed. Suppose, then, 
that number of men embark from the eastern point of 
Noddle-Island, on a cloudy evening, with a flood-tide ; in 
this case, the accommodation-ladder, being on the larboard 
side, will afford the most convenient situation for boarding 
her. Four boats, I imagine, would conveniently carry the 
men. Let the first boat be about two hundred yards be- 
fore the rest, and when the three last are perceptible, the 
first will be in possession of the ladder. To carry on the 
deception with greater certainty of success, let the first 
boat have a square-sail, (provided the wind is favourable,) 
which will give her the appearance of one of the Boyne's 
boats. Upon being hailed, answer, Ay ! Ay ! which de- 
notes your having an officer in the boat, and that you in- 
tend to board the ship you are hailed from. Upon a nearer 
approach, should they inquire, What boat is that? answer, 
the Boyne's ; and I imagine the chance to be a hundred 
to one if you meet with the least opposition. I have 
observed several instances exactly similar at midnight. 
These circumstances being given, their cannon can be of 
no service to them, and must produce the greatest confu- 
sion in the ship. Should they discover your intentions 
early enough to guard against them, you will have notice 
in season to retreat, by the drum, which always, on such 
occasions, beats to arms. The only possibility I can con- 
ceive of failing in such an attempt, must arise from their 

[ * Erased in the original.] 



having some previous information of your design; in which 
case, you would have no warning from the drum ; they 
would be all at their quarters, and, with their cannon, must 
totally defeat the assailants. About eleven or one o'clock 
would be the most convenient time for making the attack, 
as the guard boat would then be at the greatest distance 
from the ship, and that point of Noddle- Island. 

Names, rates, and situation of the Navy in Boston Har- 
bour. 

The Boyne: Mounts sixty-four guns, and lies near the 
western end of Spectacle-Island. 

The Preston : Fifty guns ; is now moored for the win- 
ter between Long Wharf and Hancock's Wharf, at the 
eastern end of the Town. 

The Scarborough and another Sloop, one of twenty and 
the other of sixteen guns, are moored at a small distance 
to the southward of the Preston. 

There are at present no other ships of force in the har- 
bour, except the Mercury, stationed at the northwest side 
of the Town, upon Charles River. 



EXTRACT OP A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN JN LONDON, 
DATED SAVANNAH, IN GEORGIA, NOV. 19, 1775. 

The Province of South- Carolina is involved in all the 
horrours of a civil war. Colonel Robert Cunningham, a 
very considerable planter in the back settlements, being 
suspected of attachment to the King's cause, was seized by 
a party sent in the disguise of Indian traders from Charlcs- 
toivn, by the Committee of Safety, and closely confined in 
the common jail of that Town. Mr. Patrick Cunningham, 
brother to the Colonel, having collected together the ten- 
ants and dependants of their family, seized some powder 
and ^shot belonging to the Committee, and, erecting the 
royal standard, declared for His Majesty and Great Bri- 
tain, against all Rebels and their abetters. The Commit- 
tee, in the mean time, ordered three detachments of their 
Army to march from different quarters, and to disperse the 
insurgents. A Colonel Williamson, with twelve hundred 
men, first arriving, took possession of a stockade fort, where 
he was instantly besieged by Cunningham, with his party. 
Williamson having remained confined for two days in the 
fort, destitute of provisions and water, was forced to sally 
with his men on the third day; but they were attacked by 
Cunningham, in the attempt, and totally dispersed. The 
Committee-men made so good use of their heels, that only 
twenty-five were killed in the flight, for fight there was 
none.* 



DECLARATION BY THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS OF SOUTH- 
CAROLINA. 

Charlestown, November 19, 1775. 

It has ever been the policy of America in general, and 
of this Colony in particular, to endeavour to cultivate a 
good correspondence with the neighbouring Indians, and 
especially since the commencement of these present dis- 
putes with the British Administration. This policy origi- 
nated from a view of preserving, at the cheapest rate, our 
borders from savage incursions. Of late this policy has 
been persevered in, and our endeavours have been redou- 
bled in order to oppose and to frustrate the designs of the 
British Administration, by the hands of Indians, to deluge 
our frontiers with the blood of our fellow-citizens. Expe- 

* Major Andrew Williamson, who had the command of the Militia 
at Ninety-Six, went in pursuit of the party [under Patrick Cunning- 
ham and John Bowman] that seized the powder, but was obliged to 
retreat before superior numbers. In a letter from him to the Council 
of Safety, he informed them that he had had an action with the in- 
surgents, under Major Robertson, for three days and three nights, with, 
out refreshments, in his fortified camp at Ninety-Six, and was reduced 
at last to the necessity of making a treaty with them ; and, at their 
own request, they agreed to a suspension of hostilities for twenty days, 
with liberty for each party to send despatches, unsealed, to their supe. 
riors, informing them of their situation. At this time, Colonels Rich- 
ardson and Thompson were marching to furm a junction to relieve 
Williamson. Of this the insurgents were informed, which induced 
them to agree to a suspension of hostilities. They had, bv some means 
or other, kept up an intercourse with Lord William Campbell, who en. 
couraged them to oppose us, by promises of groat rewards ; they were 
also instigated by Pearis, who had much influence in Ninety-Six Dis- 
trict. The Congress was determined to send an army among them 
but first sent out by authority this Declaration.— Moultrie, 
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rience has taught us that occasional presents to the Indians 
have been the great means of acquiring their friendship. 
In this necessary service, Government every year expend- 
ed large sums of money. The late Council of Safety 
spared no pains to confirm them in their pacifick inclina- 
tions ; but, from repeated, constant, and uniform accounts, 
it clearly appeared that a general Indian war was inevita- 
ble, unless the Indians were furnished with some small 
supplies of ammunition, to enable them to procure deer 
skins for their support and maintenance. Rather than 
draw on an Indian war, by an ill-timed frugality in with- 
holding ammunition, the late Council of Safety, in Octo- 
ber, issued a supply of ammunition, consisting of one thou- 
sand weight of powder and two thousand weight of lead, 
for the use of the Cherokees, as the only probable means 
of preserving the frontiers from the inroads of the Indians. 
The Council more readily agreed to this measure, because, 
as they almost daily expected the British arms would 
attack the Colony in front, on the sea-coast, they would be 
inexcusable if they did not, as much as in them lay, re- 
move every "cause to apprehend an attack at the same time 
from the Indians upon the back settlements. 

But this measure, entered into by the Council's princi- 
ples of the soundest policy of Christianity, breathing equal 
benevolence to the associators and non-associators, and 
arising only from necessity, unfortunately, has been made, 
by some non-associators, an instrument for the most dia- 
bolical purposes. These weak men, to the astonishment 
of common sense, have made many of their deluded fol- 
lowers believe that this ammunition was sent to the Indians 
with orders for them to fall upon the non-associators, and 
taking advantage from the scarcity of ammunition among 
the individuals, arising from the necessity of filling the pub- 
lick magazines, they invidiously represented that this am- 
munition ought not to have been sent to the Indians, while 
the inhabitants of the Colony, individually, are, in a great 
measure, destitute of that article. 

Wherefore, in compassion to those who are deluded by 
such representations, the Congress have taken these things 
into their consideration, and they desire our deceived fel- 
low-Colonists to reflect that the story of the ammunition 
being sent to the Indians with orders for them to massacre 
the non-associators, is absurd in its very nature : First, be- 
cause the whole tenour of the Council of Safety demon- 
strates that they were incapable of such inhumanity, as a 
body, and the character of each individual shields him 
against a charge of so cruel a nature. 

Second, because, also, if men will but call reason to 
their aid, they must plainly see, that if the Indians were 
let loose upon the frontiers, they must indiscriminately mas- 
sacre associators and non-associators, since there is no mark 
to distinguish either to the Indians. However, in order 
to clear up all difficulties on this head, and ease the minds 
of our deceived friends, the Congress, in a body, and also 
individually, declare, in the most solemn manner, before 
Almighty God, that they do not believe that any order 
was ever issued, or any idea entertained by the late Coun- 
cil of Safety, or any member of it, or by any person under 
authority of Congress, to cause the Indians to commence 
hostilities upon the frontiers, or any part thereof. On the 
contrary, they do believe that they, and each of them, 
have used every endeavour to inculcate in the Indians 
sentiments friendly to the inhabitants, without distinction. 
It is greatly to be regretted that fellow-Colonists, indivi- 
dually, are not so well supplied with ammunition as would 
be adequate to their private convenience. But does not 
the unhappy situation of publick affairs justify the filling 
the publick magazines, thereby securing the welfare and 
forming the defence of the State, at the risk of inconveni- 
ence or safety of individuals, and out of the publick stock 
is given to the Indians, which may be sufficient to keep 
them quiet, by, in some degree, supplying their urgent 
occasions, yet not sufficient to enable them to make war? 
Ought our people, nay, they cannot have any reasonable 
ground to arraign the policy by which they are and may 
be preserved from savage hostility; or to complain that, 
because the whole Colony or the publick, individually, 
cannpt b§ supplied' with ammunition, that a small quantity 
ought not to be sent to the Indians ? Men ought also to 
reflect that this small quantity is given in order to render 



it unnecessary to supply the publick, individually, on the 
score of defence against Indians. Men ought also to re- 
flect, that when the publick magazines are well stored, sup- 
plies can be instantly, plentifully, and regularly poured 
upon those parts where the publick service may require 
them. Common sense and common honesty dictate that 
there is a probability that by a present of a small quantity • 
of ammunition to the Indians they can be kept in peace. 
This present ought not to be held back, at the hazard of 
inducing an Indian war, involving the Colony in immense 
expense, breaking settlements, and unnecessarily sacrificing 
a number of lives. 



ORDERS TO CAPTAIN FRANCIS MARION. 

You are to proceed, with all expedition, with yours and 
Captain Huger's Companies, to Dorchester, to re-enforce 
the Troops there, and to take special care in guarding and 
defending the cannon, gunpowder, and publick records at 
that place ; you are to take the command of the whole 
of the Troops at that place till further orders ; you are to 
apply to the Committee at Dorchester for a sufficient num- 
ber of Negroes in the publick service to remove the can- 
non lying near the water-side to a spot more safe and con- 
venient, near the fort or barracks, &c. 

William Moultrie. 

Charlcstown, November 19, 1775. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head-Quarters, Williamsburgli, Va., Nov. 19, 1775. 

All the Troops being now quartered in this City, it will 
highly behoove them to be careful and guarded in their 
conduct, so that all offences be avoided towards the citi- 
zens. The officers and soldiers will remember th'at their 
profession is to defend and protect the citizens, and all 
others who are in the American interest. A modest and 
respectful behaviour towards our friends, it is hoped, will 
characterize all our Troops, and that no condition, age, or 
sex, will justly charge them with licentiousness or immo- 

^ ' George Muter, Sec'y C. C. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER TAKEN IN 
CHAMBLY, DATED TRENTON, NEW-JERSEY, NOVEMBER 
19, 1775. 

From Chambly hither we have marched three hundred 
miles ; and ever since we were taken, I have the pleasure 
and satisfaction to acquaint you, that we have been treated 
with the greatest civility and politeness. In short, every 
one, in every place we have yet been in here, seems happy 
they have it in their power to convince us, by their beha- 
viour, of the benevolent principles on which they wish this 
unnatural contest may be conducted ; and I have not the 
least reason to dispute but it is the sincere sentiment of the 
generality of the Americans, that a happy and honourable 
accommodation between Great Britain and her Colonies 
may speedily take place. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

[Read November 27, 1775.] 

Cambridge, November 19, 1775. 

Sir : I received your favours of the 7th and 10th inst., 
with the resolves of the honourable Congress, to which J 
will pay all due attention. As soon as two capable per- 
sons can be found, I will despatch them to Nova-Scotia, 
on the service resolved on in Congress. The resolve to 
raise two Battalions of Marines will, if practicable in this 
Army, entirely derange what has been done. It is therein 
mentioned, one Colonel for the two Battalions; of course 
a Colonel must be dismissed. One of the many difficul- 
ties which attended the new arrangement was in reconci- 
ling the different interests, and judging of the merits of 
the different Colonels. In the dismission of this one, the 
same difficulties will occur. The officers and men must 
be acquainted with maritime affairs, to comply with which 
they must be picked out of the whole Army, one from 
this corps, one from another, so as to break through the 
whole system, which has cost us so much time, anxiety, 
and pains, to bring into any tolerable form ; notwithsumd- 
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ing any difficulties which will arise, you may be assured, 
Sir, that I will use every endeavour to comply with their 
resolve. I beg leave to submit it to the consideration of 
Congress, if these two Battalions can be formed out of this 
Army, whether this is a time to weaken our lines, by em- 
ploying any of the forces appointed to defend them on 
any other service ? The gentlemen who were here from 
the Congress know their vast extent ; they must know that 
we shall have occasion for our whole force for that purpose, 
more so now than at any past time, as we may expect the 
enemy will take the advantage of the first hard weather, 
and attempt to make an impression somewhere ; that this is 
their intention, we have many reasons to suspect. We have 
bad, in the last week, six deserters, and took two straggling 
prisoners. They all agree that two Companies, with a train 
of Artillery, and one of the Regiments from Ireland, were 
arrived at Boston; that fresh ammunition and flints have 
been served out ; that the Grenadiers and Light Infantry 
had orders to hold themselves in readiness, at a moment's 
warning. As there is every appearance that this contest 
will not be soon decided, and, of course, that there must be 
an augmentation of the Continental Army, would it not be 
eligible to raise two Battalions of Marines in New-York 
and Philadelphia, where there must be numbers of sailors 
now unemployed? This however is matter of opinion, 
which 1 mention with all due deference to the superior 
judgment of the Congress. 

Enclosed you have copies of two letters, one from Colonel 
Arnold, the other from Colonel Enos. I can form no 
judgment on the latter's conduct, until I see him. Not- 
withstanding the great defection, 1 do not despair of Col. 
Arnold's success; he will have, in all probability, many 
more difficulties to encounter, than if he had been a fort- 
night sooner, as it is likely that Governour Carle ton will, 
with what forces he can collect after the surrender of the 
rest of Canada, throw himself into Quebeck, and there 
make his last effort. There is no late account from Cap- 
tains Broughton and Selman, sent to the River St. Law- 
rence ; the other cruisers have been chiefly confined to 
harbour, by the badness of the weather. The same rea- 
son has caused great delay in building of our barracks, 
which, with a most mortifying scarcity of fire-wood, dis- 
courages the men from enlisting ; the last I am much afraid 
is an insuperable obstacle. I have applied to the honour- 
able House of Representatives of this Province, who were 
pleased to appoint a Committee to negotiate this business, 
and, notwithstanding all the pains they have and are taking, 
they find it impossible to supply our necessities ; the want 
of a sufficient number of teams I understand to be the 
chief impediment. 

I got returns this day from eleven Colonels of the num- 
bers enlisted in their Regiments ; the whole amount is nine 
hundred and sixty-six men. There must be some other 
stimulus besides love for their Country, to make men fond 
of the service. It would be a great encouragement, and 
no additional expense to the Continent, were they to re- 
ceive pay for the months of October and November, also a 
month's pay advance. The present state of the military 
chest will not admit of this ; the sooner it is enabled to do 
so the better. 

The Commissary-General is daily expected in camp ; I 
cannot send you the estimate of the Clerks in his depart- 
ment until he arrives. 

I sincerely congratulate you upon the success of your 
arms, in the surrender of St. John's, which I hope is a 
happy presage of the reduction of the rest of Canada. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient hum- 

ble servant > George Washington. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Continental Congress. 

Cbaudiare pond, October 27, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency ; My last, of the 
13th instant, from the portage to the Dead River, advi- 
sing your Excellency of our proceeding, I make no doubt 
you have received, I then expected to have reached this 
place by the 24th instant, but the excessive heavy rains 
and bad weather have much retarded our march. I have 
this minute arrived here with seventy men, and met a per- 



son on his return, whom I sent down some time since, to 
the French inhabitants. He informs me they appear very 
friendly, and, by the best information he could get, will 
very gladly receive us; he says they informed him General 
Schuyler had had a battle with the regular troops at or near 
St. John's, in which the latter lost, in killed and wounded, 
near five hundred men, (this account appears very imper- 
fect,) and that there were few or none of the King's troops at 
Quebeck, and no advice of our coming. Three days since 
I left the principal part of the detachment about eight 
leagues below the Great Carrying Place ; and as our pro- 
visions were short, by reason of losing a number of batteaus 
at the falls and rapid waters, I ordered all the sick and 
feeble to return, and wrote Colonels Enos and Greene, to 
bring on in their divisions no more men than they could fur- 
nish with fifteen days' provisions, and send back the re- 
mainder to the Commissary, as the roads prove much worse 
than I expected, and the season may be possibly severe in 
a few days. I am determined to set out immediately with 
four batteaus and about fifteen men for Sartigan, which I 
expect to reach in three or four days, in order to procure 
a supply of provisions, and forward back to the detach- 
ment, the whole of which I don't expect will reach there 
in less than eight or ten days. If I find the enemy are not 
apprized of our coming, and there is any prospect of sur- 
prising the City, I shall attempt it, as soon as I have a 
proper number of men up. If I should be disappointed 
in my prospect that way, I shall wait the arrival of the 
whole, and endeavour to cut off their communication with 
Governour Carleton, who I am told is at Montreal. Our 
march has been attended with an amazing deal of fatigue, 
which the officers and men have borne with cheerfulness. 
I have been much deceived in every account of our route, 
which is longer, and has been attended with a thousand 
difficulties I never apprehended ; but if crowned with suc- 
cess, and conducive to the publick good, 1 shall think it 
but trifling. As soon as I can get time, shall send your 
Excellency a continuation of my journal. 

I am, with the greatest respect and esteem, your Excel- 
lency's most obedient humble servant, 

Benedict Arnold. 

To his Excellency General Washington, at Cambridge. 

Brunswick, near Konnsbeck, November 9, 1775. 
Sir: I am on my return from Colonel Arnold's detach- 
ment. 1 brought up the rear of the whole; Captains 31c- 
Cobb's, Williams's and Scotts's Companies were assigned to 
my division. We proceeded as far as fifty miles up the Dead 
River, and then were obliged to return, for want of provi- 
sions. When we arrived at the Great Carrying Place, by 
what I could learn from the division forward, that provisions 
was like to be short, I wrote to Colonel Arnold, and desired 
him to take an account of the provisions forward. He wrote 
me word that there were twenty-five days' provisions for 
all the divisions ahead, but, to my surprise, before we got 
over the Great Carrying Place, Major Bigelow, with 
ninety men, were sent back from Colonel Greene's divi- 
sion to mine, for provisions. I let them have all I could 
spare. I continued my march with all expedition, and 
when about fifty miles up the Dead Ricc>-, overtook Col- 
onel Greene with his division, entirely out of provisions ; 
and by reason of men being sent back with orders from 
Colonel Arnold for me to furnish them with provisions to 
carry them to the inhabitants, my division was reduced to 
four days' provisions. Colonel Arnold was gone ahead ; 
the chief of the officers of Colonel Greene's division and 
mine were together, when we took the situation of our di- 
visions into consideration ; and upon the whole, for several 
reasons, it was thought best for my whole division to return, 
and furnish those that proceeded with all our provisions 
except three days' to bring us back, which I did without 
loss of time. A more particular account shall be able to 
give when I return to Cambridge. Shall lose no time if 
able to ride. I have for many days been unwell. Expect 
the whole of my division at this place to-morrow, when 
shall set out on our march to Cambridge. 
I am your most obedient humble servant, 

Roger Enos. 

To his Excellency George Washington, Esq. 
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General Return of the Army of (he United Colonies, commanded by his Excellency George Washington, Esq., 
General and Commander-in-Chief, Head-Quarters at Cambridge, November 18, 1775. 
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Four Companies Riflemen, from Va. and Md 
Two Companies in Colonel Hinman's Regi- 
ment, and four Independent Companies. . 
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Return of the Regiment of Artillery in the service of 
the United Colonies, commanded by Col. Richard 
Gridley, November 18, 1775. 
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N. B. Two Cadets. One discharged and two deserted. 



Return of Major John Crane's Company of Artillery, in 
the service of the United Colonies, November 17, 
1775. 
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N. B. One discharged. 

Horatio Gates, Adjutant- General. 



Horatio Gates, Adjutant-General. 

ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 12, 1775. 
(Parole, America. J (Countersign, Frtidum.) 

Each Colonel upon the new establishment to come to 
Head-Quarters to-morrow morning, ten o'clock, in order to 
receive from the Adjutant-General as many printed enlist- 
ments as there are commissioned officers in his Regiment. 
They will therefore without delay distribute one to each 
officer, who is forthwith to proceed to enlist men for their 
respective Regiments, in the Continental Army ; the sol- 
diers, as the printed enlistments express, to be engaged to 
serve until the last day of December, 1776. 

In the general orders of the 31st of October it is de- 
clared, that every non-commissioned officer and soldier shall 
be paid by the calendar month, as follows : to a Sergeant, 
forty-eight Shillings; to the Corporals, forty-four; and forty 
to each Private ; which pay, it is expected, will be re- 
gularly distributed every month. Each non-commissioned 
officer and soldier (drums and fifes excepted) is to furnish 
his own arms; if arms are found him, he is to allow six s hil- 
lings, at the end of the campaign, for the use thereof., INew 
clothing will forthwith be provided for every non-commis- 
sioned officer and soldier, for which an easy stoppage, of 
only ten shillings a month, will be made out of his pay, 
until the whole is paid. Two dollars will be allowed to 
each non-commissioned officer and soldier who provides 
himself with a good blanket, and liberty to take it away at 
the end of the campaign. The present ample allowance 
of provisions* will be continued, and those who enlist will be 
indulged in a reasonable time to visit their families, in the 
course of the winter. This to be regulated in; such a man- 
ner as not to weaken the Army or injure the service. 

To prevent such contentions as have arisen from the same 



1613 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1614 



person being enlisted by different officers, and for different 
Regiments, it is positively ordered, upon pain of being 
cashiered, that no officer, knowingly, presume to enlist any 
soldier who has been previously enlisted by another officer; 
where such a mistake happens, undesignedly, the first en- 
listment is to take place. 

The officers are to be careful not to enlist any person sus- 
pected of being unfriendly to the liberties of America, or 
any abandoned vagabond, to whom all causes and countries 
are equal, and alike indifferent. The rights of mankind and 
the freedom of America will have numbers sufficient to 
support them, without resorting to such wretched assistance. 
Let those who wish to put shackles upon freemen fill 
their ranks and place their confidence in such miscreants. 
Neither negroes, boys unable to bear arms, nor old men 
unfit to endure the fatigues of the campaign, are to be en- 
listed, the preferences being given to the present Army. 

The officers are vigilantly to try what number of men 
can be enlisted in the course of this week, and make report 
thereof to their Colonels, who will report it to the General. 
This to be done every week, until the whole are com- 
pleted. The Regiments are toconsist of eight Companies; 
each Company of a Captain, two Lieutenants and an En- 
sign, four Sergeants, four Corporals, two Drums and Fifes, 
and seventy-six Privates. As the Regiments are com- 
pleted, they will be mustered, and then reviewed by the 
Commander-in-Chief, when a roll of each Company, signed 
by the Captain, according to a form previously delivered by 
the Adjutant-General, is to be delivered to his Excellency. 
The Colonel of each Regiment will receive a list of the 
officers upon the new establishment from his Brigadier- 
General. The commissioned, non-commissioned officers, 
and soldiers of the present Army are notwithstanding their 
new engagement, to continue in the Regiment and Com- 
pany they now belong to, until further orders. Upon any 
soldier being enlisted, from the present, into the new esta- 
blishment, the Regiment he now belongs to, with his name, 
Town, and County, are to be entered in a roll kept for 
that purpose by each officer. A copy of this roll, signed, 
to be sent every Saturday morning to the Colonel of each 
Regiment. When the new Regiments are completed, the 
Colonels may, upon application, receive their Continental 
commissions for themselves and their officers. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 13, 1775. 
(Parole, Cranby.) (Countersign, Barre.) 

The Colonels upon tbe new establishment to settle as 
soon as possible with the Quartermaster-General the uni- 
form of their respective Regiments, that the buttons may 
be properly numbered, and the work finished without delay. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 14, 1775. 
(Parole, St. John's.) (Countersign, Montgomery.) 

This moment a confirmation is arrived of the glorious 
success of the Continental arms, in the reduction and sur- 
render of the fortress of St. John's, the garrisons of that 
place and Chambly being made prisoners of war. The 
Commander-in-Chief is confident the Army under his im- 
mediate direction will show their gratitude to Providence 
for thus favouring the cause of freedom and America, and 
by their thankfulness to God, their zeal and perseverance 
in this righteous cause, continue to deserve his future bless- 
ings. 

That no kind of confusion or disorder may arise between 
the old and new appointments, in case the despair and 
malice of the enemy should call us into action, it is again 
declared that the men who enlist into the new Army are 
to continue in the Regiments and Companies they at pre- 
sent belong to, until further orders. 

It is earnestly recommended to all the officers of the old 
Regiments, to see that their men's arms are always in good 
order, and the men not suffered to straggle from camp, nor, 
on any account, to quit their post when upon duty, but be 
ready to turn out at a moment's warning ; and they may 
rely upon it they will be suddenly called upon whenever it 
happens. 

Very pointed complaints having this day been made 
against the Commissary-General, from several Field-Offi- 
cers, &,c, of General Sullivan's Brigade, the Commander- 
in-Chief assures the complainants, that the strictest exami- 



nation shall be made into the conduct of the Commissary- 
General, as soon as he arrives in Cambridge, which is 
expected this week. 

Whereas the General has been informed that the orders 
of the 6th of September have been construed to permit any 
approved Sutler to sell spiritous liquors to the soldiers be- 
longing to other Regiments, without the permission of the 
commanding officer of the Regiment to which such soldier 
belongs ; it is therefore ordered, that no commanding offi- 
cer of a Regiment shall authorize more than one Sutler to 
a Regiment, and such appointment shall be notified in regi- 
mental orders; and no person, being authorized, shall pre- 
sume to sell spirituous liquors to any soldiers belonging to 
any other Regiment, without leave in writing, under the 
hand of the commanding officer to which such soldier be- 
longs. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 15, 1775. 
(Parole, Connecticut.) (Countersign, Brnon.) 

Lieutenant Lyon, of Major Johnson's Company, in the 
Thirty-Fourth Regiment, tried at a late General Court- 
Martial, whereof Colonel Patterson was President, for 
" aiding and countenancing a mutiny in the camp." There 
being no proof of the charge, the Court unanimously acquit 
the prisoner. 

Lieutenant Soaper and Ensign Parker, tried at a Gene- 
ral Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Douglass was President, 
for " striking and abusing Lieutenants Hcnshaiii 'and Craig, 
and keeping Lieutenant Craig in the Meeting-House Guard 
all night." The Court are of opinion that the prisoners 
are guilty of a breach of the forty-sixth article "of the rules 
and regulations for the Massachusetts Army, and therefore 
unanimously adjudge the prisoners to be discharged the 
Continental Army. 

Lieutenant John Bowher, tried at a late General Court- 
Martial, for "divers times leaving the camp without leave, 
and for countenancing the soldiers in disobedience of orders." 
The Court are unanimously of opinion, that the prisoner is 
guilty of quitting the camp without leave, but acquitted of 
the latter part of the charge ; therefore only adjudge the 
prisoner to be mulcted four Pounds of his pay, to be appro- 
priated as directed by the fifty-first article of war, and be 
severely reprimanded by his Colonel, at the head of the 
Regiment. 

Sergeant Jonathan Putney, Corporal Harivood, Thomas 
Rollins, Isaac Larriley, Samuel North, and Ebenezer Wil- 
liams, soldiers of Capiain Hatch's Company, in the late 
Colonel Gerrish's Regiment, tried at a late General Court- 
Martial, whereof Colonel Patterson was President, for 
"mutiny." The Court are of opinion that the prisoners, 
Sergeant Putney, Corporal Harivood, Rollins, North, and 
Williams, are guilty of the crime laid to their charge, and 
adjudge the said Sergeant to be reduced to the ranks, and 
fined forty-eight Shillings, to be appropriated as directed by 
the fifty-first article of war. The said Corporal to be re- 
duced to a private, and whipped with thirty-nine lashes. 
The said Rollins to be whipped with thirty-nine; the said 
North with twenty-five; and the said Williams with thirty- 
nine lashes, upon their bare backs, with a cat-o'nine-tails. 

The Commander-in-Chief approves all the above sen- 
tences of the several Courts-Martial, mentioned in this day's 
orders, and directs the execution of them accordingly. 



Head.Quartere, Cambridge, November 16, 1775. 
(Purole, Canada.) (Countersign, Montreal.) 

Motives of economy rendering it indispensably necessa- 
ry that many of the Regiments should be reduced, and the 
whole put upon a different establishment, several deserving 
officers, not from any demerit, but pure necessity, have been 
excluded in the new arrangement of the Army; among 
these was Colonel Whitcomb ; but the noble sentiments 
disclosed by that gentleman upon this occasion, the zeal 
be lias shown in exhorting the men not to abandon the in- 
terest of their Country at this important crisis, and his 
determination to continue in the service, even as a private 
soldier, rather than by a bad example, when the enemy are 
gathering strength, put the publick affairs to hazard — when 
an example of this kind is set, it not only entitles a gentle- 
man to particular thanks, but to particular rewards; in the 
bestowing of which, Colonel Jonathan Brewer is entitled 
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to no small share of credit, in readily giving up the Regi- 
ment which he was appointed to command, to Colonel 
IVhitcomb. Colonel Whitcomb, therefore, is, from hence- 
forward, to be considered as Colonel of that Regiment 
which was intended for Colonel Brewer, and Colonel 
Brewer will be appointed Barrackmaster, until something 
belter worth his acceptance can be provided. 



benevolent bestower of all good, that he would be pleased 
graciously to continue to smile upon our endeavours; to 
restore peace, preserve our rights and privileges, to the 
latest posterity; prosper the American arms, preserve and 
strengthen the harmony of the United Colonies, and avert 
the calamities of a civil war:" the General therefore com- 
mands that day to be observed with all the solemnity 
directed by the legislative Proclamation ; and a 14 officers, 
soldiers and others, are hereby directed, with the most un- 
feigned devotion, to obey the same. 

Any non-commissioned officers and soldiers, confined on 
account of leaving the detachment commanded by Colo- 
nel Arnold, in any of the main or quarter guards of the 
Army, are to be immediately released. 



Head.Quarters, Cambridge, November 19, 1775. 
(Parole, Coventry.) (Countersign, Dnnby j 

The Brigadier-Generals to make returns of the number 
of learns nex^ss^ry, to, furnish their respective divisions with 
wood, and the teams appointed for each division to be con- 
tinually employed in the service of that division, and not 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 17, 1775. 
(Parole, Nicholas.) (Countersign, Hampton.) 

Lieutenant Correy, of Colonel Prescotl's Regiment, 
tried at a late General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Pat- 
terson was President, for " forgery, and defrauding his men 
of their pay." The Court were unanimously of opinion, 
that Lieutenant Carrey was guilty of defrauding some of 
his men of their blanket money, and of attempting to de- 
fraud others of their coat money, and therefore adjudge the 
prisoner to be cashiered. _ The General approves, and or- 
ders the sentence to take place immediately. -XT- 
Representations having been made to the Continental 

-iCongress of the greaj. inequality in the pay of the ofgeers 
■*-^nd soldiers of th¥ Ariny, this first being lower than jotuJ, ^fo j¥_^iifted_frprj^ge djvbion to another, as great confusion 
and less than was ever given to commissioned officers in arises thereby; some' Regiments Tiaving a double stock of 
any other service, whilst that of the soldiers is higher, the wood, while others are suffering for want. The Quarler- 
GpjTgress haveleen pleased" Lo iner.eafe"~ihe pay of. Cap- - masjer-pexjeral tojorovjde^the tean^etiiirned^necessary for 
tain to twenty-six andtwo-thirH dollars; of a First Lieu- tll^atbove service, and direct the WagoolriMer-General to' 
tenanUo,eighieen dollars; of a Second ^Lieutenant and continue them in that employ. 

* Ensigrf to*rN4rTe^B land one-third dojlari," ^per .c.9l^^^^a-.All_^^<tej^^ir(c^b/j)rohjbjted puTchasjng afry clothes 
month each, to ta"ke place so" soon as the new Regiments' fronl tlie non-corrroission*e3 officers alTdsoMiers. Any per- 
are_ completed to their, fail complement of men. The Con- son violating this order to be sent prisoner to the main 
grass have given this encouragement to the ( Captains and . guai&by the Colonel br ogicer_comjnanding the Regiment^ 
Subalterns, (whose pay was lower in proportion,) with*a tne clothes belong to; the clothes to be" forthwith* delivered"" 
view to imp-rjess.ljpoii ijlgir minds a due sense of gratitude, "P> and the loss sustained to fall upon the purchaser, 
at the mms rftije thaljiris interred to enable lJre"rn^{o.sup-\~~ -^.^H.j ii\^ ^m-X-^t^^*, ^^ , . , ' \ . '■■ 
port the character and appearance of gentlemen and offi- d,,™-™ r.™,.™ ™™™- / J * T^^v " ' *"" 

' „„ . i • i -ii ■ j i. i " ■ r i t-> • PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

cej£, which will add much to the reputation of the Regi- , v ' 

"meat?, anfeannut but be 5 pleasm^ to'every man in it"ltls. -. \™suant Jx^ 3" OrdinanCg^f % General Convention, 
expected that the officers l)f the new-formed Regiments' 1 - ^ el(f at Iiichm °na> July IT, 1775, the ..Freeholders for the 
will exert themselves in the recruiting service, and that County of Prince Edward assembled themselves at the 
• they dip flsFfail to fcporf jhe uumber tbey'hWe. recruited y° u I l JfS u %°l ll 1 ^^- C ?»rity, on Monday, theJOtlrof 
to their Colonels to-morrow, that they may make returns November, (beinfdourt-day,)1n 6rnV:tp elect twenty -one, 
thereof tjje day after, in order that the recruiting parties °. ,lle ™° st d'screet^fit, and able persons, to serve as Corn- 
may be sent inttfjhe- cou\ti^,lf any bj>cfrvardoess % sho.uld /^"^Men Jj^'lj^aid County; imdafter having delivered 
When this happens,*the CoTonels of the old tlieir Jlsrs >' vvmc " weTe fair, y counted, b tlfe ■preserice"-oT so 



appear here 




men, none others can be indulged, under any pretence what- Bihb > N«danicl Venable, James Men, Sr., Thomas Scott, 



soeyeFfand irujfclerfbat these fu}lougb*sVay-be "iven wiih v ^fohn^lorton, the Rev. Samuel Stanhope Smith, John 

■-■ ~- fsorcom- ^ Aih > Sr ->F & *%• Richefg Sankc'y, John Halcomfo'; 



some degree of regularity, none but the Colone 
man.ding officers of Regiments, upon the qew establishment, 
are to "grant ihemi^uid^hey respectively'not to le.t. rnore, 
than fifty be absent at a time, beginning with those who en- 
listed first, and 'going on in a regular rotation, untjl. all are 
indulgedj ■aHowm'i eapb manjen days_to" ; be.at home, audi, 
sufficient time to gb and return. 

The Colonels or commanding officers of the new estab- 
lished Regiments are to meet at the Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral's, in Cambridge, to-morrow, at" eleven o'clock, to fix 
upon the uniform of their" respective Regiments, that the 
making the c|plhijig inayijot be interrupted; without all 
are preser^^tWlxJiyib^beHpne^ and the work must not be 
delayed. ' * ' *\ ■- \ 



Henry Walker, Thomas Flournoy, James Clarke, Oba- 
diah Woodson,^ David_JValker, John Watson, Philcm<m 
Halcbbihe, Joseph ■ Parks Jirid Andrew Baker, Gentlemen ; 
who are accordingly considered as a Committee for the 
County aforesaid, publication having been duly made of the 



.same. 



John Nash, Sr., Esquire, was unanimously elected Chair- 
in T of 4he sajd Qornmittee, and Mr. Benjamin Lawson, 



ma 
CJerlt 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge 



Resolved, unanimously, That as the assuming to our- 
selves unlimited powersjn our proceedings may be in the 
end dangerous "id, and Subversive of, tlie just rights and pir- 
vileges of our electors, that we will therefore confine olii- 
^e]^esiitera]ly._wahin the line of duty marked out to us by 
" the" Continental Congress and the Colonial' Convention ; 



November 13, 1775. whose laws we will endeavour to make the rule of our 

tnrae.A«a. a .j _ _ tcouuter.ign.jirw.tj conduct, and which to fulfil, so far as we can effect, we 

lhere was a mistake in the entry of the general orders of will exert our most ardent efforts, 
yesterday. The honourable the Continental Congress have This Committee, finding that there is no o-reat prosneel 

thought proper to allow the First and Second Lieutenants of a reconciliation shortly between Great B n tain and her 

the same pay, viz: eighteen dollars a month to each, and American Colonies, from any thin* that Ifas as yei truiis- 

the Ensigns thirteen dollars and one-third of a dollar. pired to their knowledge, and takirTg under their most *e- 

lhe Commissary-General to order all the horns of the rious consideration the miserable and pitiable state of the 

bullocks that are killed for the use of the Army to be saved people in the interior parts of the Colony, obliged as they 

and sent to the Quartermaster-General, who is also to are, by the infernal and implacable fury of Lord* Dunmore 

provide as many as he can get, and have the whole made to forsake their houses and habitations, and fly with nreci' 

into good powder horns for the use of the troops. pitation for safety to places more remote from his inhuman 

The honourable the Legislature of this Colony having aim, do therefore, in commiseration of their unhappy suf- 

thought fit to set apart Thursday, the 23d of November ferings, hereby beg leave to present their respectful com- 

mstant, as a day of pubhek Thanksgiving " to offer up our pliments to such of their distressed fellow-creatures • at the 

praises and prayers to Almighty God, the source and same time assuring them, that should they, in those times 



U'\stm, lajjt^iJjSsijij 
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of peril and distress, find themselves unprovided with a I have been making every necessary preparation, within 

more convenient and comfortable situation, that in such my department, for the subsistence of the Army, and find 

case, humanity, and the laws of hospitality, readily incline I have got a good supply of flour at camp, and on the 

them to offer to their service a reasonable part of their pro- roads leading thereto; and have now given orders for all 

perty, and they are hereby cordially invited to a participa- to stop twenty miles back from Cambridge and Roxbury, 

tion thereof. on the different roads, from whence it can be hauled at all 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Sub-Committees be times, and in the worst seasons, 
vigilant and active, within their respective jurisdictions, in I am now also collecting pork and beef, agreeable to di- 
discovering and detecting all inimical or disaffected persons rection of Congress, to drive to and within twenty miles 
to the American cause, and make information thereof, as of camp, and there to be killed and salted ; and have con- 
speedily as may be, to the Chairman of this Committee. traded to have it done so as to make the saving to the 

Resolved, That Mr. Purdie be forthwith furnished with Continent full e<|ual to my most sanguine expectations. 

a copy hereof, who is desired to publish the same in his This branch of business will make a heavy demand on the 

Gazette. T -t ~, . , Paymaster, which I hope he is able to answer, as it would 

John IN ash, Chairman pro tern. ■ J ' . . r . , r A „ '. . 

' x give great uneasiness to the farmers not to get their money 

on the delivery of their cattle and hogs, and me great 

general schuyler to the president or congress. trouble to have them to pay afterwards. On what your 

[Read November 30, 1775.] Excellency wrote me, when I drew last to pay my flour 

Tieonderoga, November 20, 1775. contracts, I took the liberty to write to the Delegates for 

Sir: Yesterday I was honoured with your letter of the lhis Colony what sums I should probably want, and the 
9th instant, covering the resolutions of Congress of that necessity of my being supplied, at the present season, 
date. You will perceive, by my last letters, that I had wh,ch [ ho P e Wl11 forward supplies of cash to the Paymas- 
anticipated part of what Conoress gave in charge to the ter > t0 answer the necessary demands on him. Some con- 
Committee. I shall order the clothing to remain at Al- siderable sums of cash will be wanted for beef and pork, 
bany, as General Montgomery will provide the troops in and t0 P a ) r U P the officers' rations— those of them who are 
Canada ; and, indeed, the frost is so intense, that if it was 1,ke t0 leave tlle service before I can come to camp— and 
necessary to send it to Canada, it is not likely I should be ' have Erected Mr. Avery to apply to your Excellency for 
able to get it there, as the intercourse by water will soon a warrant or warrants, as may be needed. Whatever sums 
cease, unless the weather should speedily turn more mild. y our Excellency has or shall give warrants for, to him, I 

Our Army in Canada is daily reducing; about three hun- Wl!1 be answerable for, and underwrite his receipts on my 
dred of the troops, raised in Connecticut, having passed arrival. I have made out an estimate of the cost of a 
here within a few days ; so that I believe not more than six da )'' s ration,* which is annexed for your Excellency's in- 
hundred and fifty or seven hundred, from that Colony, are spection and approbation, as a rule to pay the officers by. 
left. From the different Mew- York Regiments, about forty l am > Wlth the greatest respect and esteem, your Ex- 
are also come away. An unhappy home-sickness prevails, cellency's most obedient and most humble servant, 
Those mentioned above all came down invalids; not one Joseph Irumbull. 
willing to re-engage for the winter service, and unable to His Excellency General Washington. 

get any work done by them, I discharged them, engroupe. 

Of all the specifiers ever invented for any, there is none so 

ai ■ J- 1 c .1 • -i- J- J INT GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED. 

efficacious as a discharge for this prevailing disorder. No 

sooner was it administered, but it perfected the cure of Camp at Cambrid g e - November 20, 1775. 

nine out of ten, who, refusing to wait for boats to go by Dear Sir: The lnnt contained in the last of your let- 

the way of Fort George, slung their heavy packs, crossed ters respecting your continuance in my family, in other 

the lake at this place, and undertook a march of two hun- words > >' our wish that I could dispense with it, gives me 

dred miles with the greatest good-will and alacrity. P ain - You already, my dear Sir, know my sentiments on 

Captain Curtis and Captain Horton, to whom I had thls matter; you cannot but be sensible of your importance 
given enlisting orders, had not yet left the ground when t0 me 5 at lhe sam e time I shall again repeat, what I have 
the resolution of Congress came to hand. J have there- observed to you before, that I can never think of promo- 
fore countermanded the orders, and issued others conform- tin S m y convenience at the expense of your interest and 
able to those of Congress ; and have ventured on the addi- inclination. You can judge that I feel the waqt of you, 
tional allowance of one-twelfth of a dollar per day, for when J lnforra )' ou tbat the peculiar situation of Mr. Ban- 
billeting money, until they can get to such places where dolph's affairs obliged him to leave this place soon after 
provisions can be issued to them, as the men cannot other- y ou dld > that Ml - Baylor, contrary to my expectation, is 
wise be subsisted. not m tne smallest degree a penman, though spirited and 

The most scandalous inattention to the publick stores willing; and that Mr. Harrison, though sensible, clear, 

prevails in every part of the Army. The tents are left and perfectly confidential, has never yet moved upon so 

laying in the boats; axes, kettles, &c, lost ; and every thin* lar S e a scale as t0 comprehend at one view the diversity 

running into confusion. The only attention that engrosses of mattel ' which comes before me > so as t0 afford tl,a t 

the minds of the soldiery is, how to get home the soonest read y assistance, which every man in my situation must 

possible. Nothing, Sir, will ever put a stop to this shame- stand more or less in need of. Mr. Moylan, it is true, is 

ful negligence, but obliging the officers to pay for what is ver y obll M in S; Ile g ive s me what assistance he^can; but 

not accounted for, and let them deduct it out of the men's ollie r business must necessarily deprive me of his aid in a 

wages. They cannot think this a hardship, as they were vel 7 snort time. 

informed by me that every article that was issued to them Th,s is m y situation ; judge you, therefore, how much 

should be returned into store, or properly accounted for. l wish for y our return, especially as the armed vessels, 

If they are suffered to do it with impunity this year, it arld the capital change in the state of this Army about to 

will be the same next. *An Estimate of the cost of a day's Ration, as allowed the Troops 

I am, Sir, with great respect and esteem, vour most obe- in the service of the United Colonies, November, 1775. 

j- . j i vi . * Three-quarters of a pound of pork, at 77«. 6d. per barrel d3 

dient and very humble servant, 0ne po q und of bcef; ^ 20s . p e / ct ./ ig nearest .. p ^ 

PHILIP SCHUYLER. One pound of salted fish, at 18s. peret., is nearest <Z2 

rri.iTi T I TT „ 1. T 1 c One pound of bread or flour, at 20s. per ct d2i 

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., &c. 0lie pint „ f mi , k ; * __■ y 

One half-pint of rice, or one pint of Indian meal, per week... . . .rfl 

Cider, beor, or molasses, par week d2 

COLONEL JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. Tweuty.four pounds of soap, 7<Z. per week, per one hundred 

Lebanon, November 20, 1775. men <Z1£ 

MT7" t'i j- Tt Throe pints of peas or beans, per week per man rf2J — dH 

ay it please your Excellency : lhe disease I have T — -- 

been afflicted with has given such a shock to my COllStitU- Pork is issued three days in the week, beef three days, and fish one 

tion as still disables me from travelling to Cambridge, where day in the week ; the mean sum is nearest to d2j 

, . > . ■ L..-1 » u i • j Bread or flour, 2id — milk. Id ,731 

I want much to be; but Sickness must be submitted to. AVeekly allowances, divided, arc, per diem uY 

I hope SOOIl, now, to be able to travel, if the weather is Six ounces butter per man, per week, (omitted,) 8d per lb. is nearest, d J 

tolerable. Per man, per diera vi . . .dl 
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take place, have added a new weight to a burden, before 
too great for me to stand under with the smallest degree 
of comfort to my own feelings. My mind is now fully 
disclosed to you, with this assurance sincerely and affec- 
tionately accompanying it, that whilst you are disposed to 
continue with me, 1 shall think myself too fortunate and 
happy to wish for a change. 

Dr. Morgan, as director of the hospital, is exceed- 
ingly wanted at this place, and ought not to delay his de- 
parture for the camp a moment — many regulations being 
deferred, and accounts postponed, till his arrival. The 
method you have suggested concerning the advanced pay, 
I very much approve, and would adopt it, but for the un- 
fortunate and cramped state of our treasury, which keeps 
us forever under the hatches. Pray urge the necessity 
of this measure to such members as you may converse 
with, and the want of cash to pay the troops for the months 
of October and November; as also to answer the demands 
of the Commissary and Quartermaster, and for contingen- 
cies. To do all this, a considerable sum will be necessary. 
Do not neglect to put that wheel in motion which is to 
bring us the shirts and medicines from JSeiv-York ; they 
are much wanted here, and cannot be had, I should think, 
upon better terms than on a loan from the best of Kings, 
so anxiously disposed to promote the welfare of his Ame- 
rican subjects. 

Dr. Church is gone to Governour Trumbull, to be dis- 
posed of in a Connecticut jail, without the use of pen, ink, 
or paper, to be conversed with in the presence of a Magis- 
trate only, and in the English language. So much for 
indiscretion, the Doctor will say. Your account of our de- 
pendance upon the people of Great Britain, I religiously 
believe. It has long been my political creed, that the Min- 
istry would not have dared to go on as they did, but under 
the firmest' persuasion that the people were with them. The 
weather has been unfavourable, however, for the arrival of 
their transports; only four Companies of the Seventeenth 
Regiment and two of the Artillery are yet arrived, by our 
last advices from Boston. 

Our privateersmen go on at the old rate, mutinying, if 
they cannot do as they please. Those at Plymouth, Be- 
verly, and Portsmouth, have done nothing worth mention- 
ing in the prize way, and no accounts are yet received from 
those farther eastward. Arnold, by a letter which left him 
the 27th ultimo, had then only got to the Chaudiere Pond, 
and was scarce .of provisions. His rear division, under the 
cominantT of Colonel Enos, had, without his privity or con- 
sent, left him with three Companies; and his expedition, 
inasmuch as it is to be apprehended that Carleton, with 
the remains of such force as he had been able to raise, 
would gel Into Quebeck before him, I fear is in a bad way. 
For further particulars I refer you to Mr. Hancock, to 
whom are enclosed copies of Arnold's and Enos's letters. 
The lasl-naifled person is not yet arrived at this camp. 

I thank you for your frequent mention of Mrs. Washing- 
ton. I expect that she will be in Philadelphia about the 
time this letter friay reach you, on her way hither. As 
she ancf her conductor, who I suppose will be Mr. Custis, 
her son, are perfect strangers to the road, the stages, and 
the proper places to cross Hudson's River, by all means 
avoiding Neio-York, I shall be much obliged by your par- 
ticular instructions and advice to her. I imagine, as the 
roads are bad and the weather cold, her stages must be 
short, especially as 1 presume her horses will be fatigued, 
as, when they get to Philadelphia, they will have per- 
formed a journey of at least four hundred and fifty miles — 
my express having found her among her friends near Wil- 
liamsburgh, one hundred and fifty miles below my own 
house. 

My respectful compliments to Mrs. Reed; and be assured 
that I am, dear Sir, with affectionate regard, Stc, 

m T j r> . George Washington. 

To Joseph Heed. 

TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

November 20, 1775. 

Sir : As the present seems the suitable season for en- 
deavouring to procure a stock of powder, your Excellency 
will indulge a few thoughts on this important subject, even 
though they should not be wholly pertinent. I beg leave 
to propose to your Excellency's consideration, that a good 



schooner (a prime sailer) should proceed, as soon as may 
be, to Havre-de-Grace, in the English Channel, with a 
suitable person on board, (your agent,) who should, imme- 
diately on his arrival there, go to Paris or Versailles, about 
one hundred and twenty miles, with letters from your Ex- 
cellency to the Prime Minister of France, requesting an 
immediate supply of ten thousand barrels (quintals) of 
powder, with one hundred tons of lead ; for the payment 
of which the Continental Congress will make provision. 
Your reasons to induce the French Minister to grant this 
supply will so strongly coincide with the national politicks 
of France, it seems highly probable he will be glad of the 
opportunity of supplying or even of giving it, though in 
some covered way. If your agent succeeds, he can easily 
procure, under the auspices of the French Minister, five or 
six vessels (good sailers) of one hundred tons each, to bring 
the powder and lead from Brest, or whencesoever the same 
may be shipped. Each of those vessels should have a 
pilot from the schooner, which, for that purpose, should be 
doubly manned with the best men; your agent instructing 
the masters and pilots of the said vessels how to conduct 
on falling in with our coast. The reason for going to 
Havre-de-Grace is to have the shortest and directest com- 
munication with the French Minister. The same advan- 
tage cannot be had so well in Spain, as Madrid is so dis- 
tant from the sea-port. But another schooner, alike circum- 
stanced, might be sent to Cadiz, and the business, perhaps, 
negotiated with the Spanish Governour for a like quantity 
of powder and lead. If not, your agent might proceed to 
Madrid, about three hundred miles, and settle the business 
with the Prime Minister, by whose favour he could procure 
at Cadiz the powder and lead, and vessels necessary to 
bring-them. Your Excellency will probably think that 
your agent should treat only with principals, as sub-mana- 
gers are scarcely to be trusted in so important a business. 
Two schooners, well fitted, manned, &c, might be happily 
employed in this manner during the winter months. It 
might procure the freight of the powder on easier terms, if 
the French and Spanish vessels were allowed to carry off 
with them American produce. The lead would answer for 
ballast. The agents should conduct with great circumspec- 
tion, to prevent their business being even guessed at. Should 
it be known to the English Consul at Cadiz, or the Am- 
bassador at Madrid or Paris, or through any other channel 
transpire, the vessels will be stopped or taken by English 
cruisers, which will be sent to intercept them. If both ap- 
plications should succeed, and the powder and lead arrive 
in consequence, the quantity of each will probably be lit- 
tle enough for the ensuing campaign ; as Ministry seems 
to intend it shall be a vigorous and extensive one. Your 
Excellency knows whether fire-arms, flints, or tinplates for 
making cartridge-boxes, will be wanting. The same appli- 
cation will probably procure them. 

I have the honour to be, with the most perfect regard, 
Sir, your Excellency's most obedient and very humble 



servant, 



A Friend to America. 



An Estimate of the cost, according to the best information 

to be had here, viz: 
Ten thousand quintals powder, at 10s. - - £35,000 
One hundred tons lead, at £16, ... 1,600 
Five hundred thousand flints, best French, at 20*. 500 



The same quantity, 



Sterl 



ins, 



£37,100 
37,100 

£74,200 



ADDRESS OF THE ROYAL BURGH OF SELKIRK. 

Address of the Magistrates and Town Council of the 
Royal Burgh of Selkirk, presented to His Majesty by Sir 
James Cockburn, Baronet, their Representative in Parlia- 
ment. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Magistrates and Town Coun- 
cil of the Royal Burgh of Selkirk, in Common Coun- 
cil assembled. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, hum- 
bly beg leave to approach your throne, with hearts filled 
with the most grateful acknowledgments for the many bless- 
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ings we have enjoyed under your Majesty's mild and con- 
stitutional Government. 

While we thankfully acknowledge these blessings, it is 
with the utmost abhorrence we observe a most unnatural 
spirit of disaffection, which has, for some time past, pre- 
vailed in several of your Majesty's Colonies in America, 
and which has now broke out into a daring and open re- 
bellion ; a rebellion the more unjustifiable and ungrateful, as 
being raised against the dignity of your Majesty's crown, 
and the legislative authority of Great Britain, which has 
always been anxiously concerned and careful to provide 
for their safety and security, even at the expense of much 
blood and treasure. 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that we, and the 
whole inhabitants of this Burgh, whom we represent, are 
ready, with our lives and fortunes, to support all such mea- 
sures as your Majesty and the wisdom of Parliament shall 
judge necessary to put a speedy end to this unnatural re- 
bellion, which appears to us to have been greatly foment- 
ed and encouraged by the machinations of a seditious and 
discontented party at home. 

That Almighty God may bless your Majesty's Councils, 
give success to your arms, that a speedy reconciliation may 
take place among all your subjects, and that you may have 
a long and prosperous reign, over a free and happy people, 
is our sincere prayer. 

Signed in presence and by appointment of the Town 
Council of Selkirk, this 2 1st day of November, 1775 years. 
Thomas Cuhreb, Chief Magistrate. 



ADDRESS OF THE NOBLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
BANFF. 

Address of the Noblemen, Freeholders, Justices of the 
Peace, and Commissioners of the Land-Tax of the Coun- 
ty of Banff, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and presented to 
His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Noblemen, Freeholders, Jus- 
tices of the Peace, and Commissioners of the Land- 
Tax of the County of Banff. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the No- 
blemen, Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and Com- 
missioners of the Land-Tax of the County of Banff, beg 
leave to approach your royal person, to testify our disap- 
probation and abhorrence of the conduct of your Majes- 
ty's Colonies in America. 

We admire your Majesty's moderation and temper, 
which, while your Majesty exerts that firm and constitu- 
tional spirit to subdue, yet still holds forth the benevolence 
to pardon those who return to duty. 

We most humbly assure your Majesty, that we will sup- 
port your Majesty, to the utmost of our power, in main- 
taining the authority of the Legislature over every part of 
the British Dominions. 

We pray God to direct your Majesty's Councils and 
measures, and that your Majesty may long reign over a 
free, happy, and united people. 

Signed in our name, presence, and by our appointment, 
at Banff, the twenty-first day of November, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five years, by our Prases. 

Fife. 

address of the freeholders, etc., of the stewartrv 
of kirkcudbright. 
Address of the Justices of the Peace, Freeholders, and 
Commissioners of the Land-Tax for the Stewartry of Kirk- 
cudbright, in Quarter-Sessions assembled, presented to His 
Majesty by William Stewart, Esq., Representative in Par- 
liament for the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Justices of the Peace, Free- 
holders, and Commissioners of the Land-Tax for the 
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, in Quarter- Sessions 
assembled. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Impressed with the deepest sense of the blessings we 
enjoy under your Majesty's auspicious reign, we cannot 



help testifying our abhorrence of those attempts which are 
made to disturb its tranquillity by our rebellious fellow- 
subjects in North-America. 

Warmly attached to our inestimable Constitution, it is 
our earnest wish that every part of it may be preserved 
inviolate. To attain this great end, it appears to us an in- 
dispensable requisite, that the supremacy of the British 
Legislature be asserted over every part of the Empire. 

With such sentiments as these, we must express our 
disapprobation of the principles of those men who make 
British liberty to consist in an undistinguished opposition 
to every measure of Administration. The fatal effects of 
a conduct resulting from such principles are now severely 
felt by the misguided Colonists on the other side of the 
Atlantick. 

We lament and pity the mischiefs which evil counsels, 
licentiousness, and a factious spirit, have produced among 
a deluded people. But since conciliatory proposals have 
been disregarded, and mildness and forbearance construed 
into timidity, we humbly apprehend that vigorous measures 
are now become absolutely necessary to bring back these 
ungrateful children to a proper sense of their duty to their 
Mother Country. Being fully persuaded that these mea- 
sures will be such as are consistent with the honour, the 
dignity, and the liberty of Britons, we will support them 
with our lives and fortunes. 

We cannot conclude without expressing^ a wish that, 
undisquieted by faction, and undisturbed by rebellion, your 
Majesty may long continue to reign over the hearts of your 
people. 

Signed by order and in presence of the Court: 

William Gordon, Prases. 

Kirkcudbright, November 21, 1775. 



EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WALTER HATTQN TO N. COF- 
FIN, RECEIVER-GENERAL AND CASHIER OF HIS MAJESTY'S 
CUSTOMS AT BOSTON, DATED NORFOLK, NOVEMBER 21, 
1775. 

It is now, and has been for some time past, an established 
rule to break open all letters either going from or direct- 
ed to any officer in the service of the Crown. It was 
with difficulty, I will assure you, that I now am able to 
transmit them, as my going from Accomack to this place 
was opposed by upwards of three hundred people of the 
County, who will not allow any vessel to come to this 
place, for fear of supplying the ships of war and other 
troops with provision ; and I am doubtful whether I may 
not be obliged to take a shelter in some of the ships, or at 
least on this side the bay, as I expect, during the confused 
usurpation of power, that an officer of the customs, if he 
only acts with spirit, or as his duty and oath bind him, 
that he will immediately fall under the lash of the d — — d 
Committees, &ic, who, on such occasions, will show them 
as little mercy as they themselves may expect in the future 
world. And as I have, on sundry occasions, opposed their 
measures, and strove to convince the deluded people of 
their error, I have, by that means, rendered myself obnox- 
ious to them, and no doubt, if ever in their power, shall 
have their whole weight of vengeance laid on me. But 
while I am acting in favour of Government and my own 
steady principles, I make no doubt but I shall be. able, 
with half their number, to meet them in the field; as I 
hold it to be an established point, "that those, who fight 
or take up arms against Government are always in dread, 
and fight to great disadvantage : knowing that they are 
fighting against their Sovereign, by whom Alone they can 
hope for assistance against their real enemies, and who, 
out of his grace and favour, has offered them protection 
from all their foes, and who would be glad to see them 
return to their duty, and embrace the proffered grace." 
They know that the halter is round their necks, and, if 
taken, (which they can do no less than expect,) that they 
are liable to be trussed up, without any delay; whilst the 
favourers of Government know the goodness of their cause, 
and the support that may at any time be given , from the 
friends thereof, to assist them against all enemies. They 
also, no doubt, are assured, that if they fall in a glorious 
and good cause, that they have done their duty, and may* 
expect their reward in a future life. You will be glad, no 
doubt, to hear, out of so many enemies to_ Government, 
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that there is some who have courage, even in these 
hazardous times, to confess the lenient measures used by 
those in power, and who have sworn allegiance to their 
lawful Sovereign; amongst which, the inhabitants of Nor- 
folk Town and County, Princess- Anne, Nansemond, &tc, 
stand recorded to, I believe, three thousand and upwards. 
The late engagement at Kemp's, I believe, has been cause 
sufficient for numbers who have been constrained to throw 
off the yoke, and boldly to stand forth and confess them- 
selves friends of Government; numbers having been forced 
to take up arms against their wills, as has been proved 
since the late action. God send a happy conclusion to 
this bad beginning. How long I may stay among them 
here is uncertain, as I have a design to remove, and have 
a promise from those in power for a better place, I have 
reason to expect, somewhat nearer you than this. My 
letters please direct to the care of Mr. Sprowle, Norfolk, 
(or Gosport rather,) who will forward them. 



CHARLOTTE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

At a Committee held for Charlotte County, on Tues- 
day, the 21st of November, 1775: 

Mr. Christopher McConnico being desirous to re-esta- 
blish himself in the good opinion of his countrymen, and 
remove the charge formerly lodged against him, for refus- 
ing to subject his Books to an examination, this day ap- 
peared in Committee, and produced his Day-Books and 
Invoices, for their general inspection. Whereupon, the 
Committee proceeded to an examination, and found that 
the said Mr. McConnico had not exceeded the Associa- 
tion in the sales of his Merchandise. At the same time, 
Mr. McConnico offered, in writing, a Recantation, con- 
taining expressions of real concern for his former conduct, 
in refusing to submit his Books to the inquiry of this Com- 
mittee ; which was deemed satisfactory. Therefore, this 
Committee have thought proper to advise the publick of 
their resolution to renew a friendly communication with 
the said McConnico, acquit him of injurious imputations, 
and have considerecj him as now become capable of form- 
ing and carrying on commercial intercourse with the good 
people of this Country. By order of the Committee : 
,.*-■■. William Jameson, Clerk. 

Charlotte County, November 21, 1775. 
The Committee of this County, considering the unhappy 
situation their countrymen in the lower parts of this Colony 
are reduced to, from the dangerous alarms and piratical de- 

!>redations committed on their property by Ministerial forces, 
lave unanimously resolved to invite such of their distressed 
friends as will produce a recommendation from the Com- 
mittees of their respective Counties, and are obliged to 
remove from their once peaceable habitations, to come 
among us, and that we will cheerfully afford them every 
comfort and necessary accommodation, so far as our cir- 
cumstances and abilities will extend. By order of the 
Committee : William Jameson, Clerk. 



LOUD STIRLING TO COLONEL MAXWELL. 

'-'■'" Princeton, New-Jersey, November 21, 1775. 

Sir: In pursuance of an order I have received from the 
Continental Congress, you are hereby required, as soon as 
possible, to cause three Companies of your Battalion, with 
one field-officer, to march through Sussex County, in New- 
Jersey, to New-Windsor, on Hudson's River, and from 
thence to proceed to the new fort on said river, in the 
Highlands, in the Colony of New- York, there to remain, 
as part of the garrison of said fort. To make this march 
the more expeditious, as well as convenient, you are re- 
quested to send on this service the two Companies raised 
in Sussex, and one of those raised in Hunterdon County, 
if these can first be furnished with arms ; otherwise, such 
Companies as can first be so furnished. 



Colonel William Maxwell. 



Stirling. 



to march for Haverslraw, in the Province of New-York, 
and from thence to proceed to the new fort on Hudson's 
River, in the Highlands, in said Province, and, with these 
and three Companies of the West-Jersey Battalion, and 
such other Troops as you will find there, or as shall join 
you by order of the Continental Congress, to garrison the 
same. The Companies destined for the service are Cap- 
tain Morris's and Captain Howell's, of Morris County, or 
Captain Meeker's, of Essex County; to whom I shall de- 
spatch notice to hold themselves in readiness. 

Stirling. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Windes. 



LORD STIRLING TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL WINDES. 

Princeton, New-Jersey, November 21, 1775. 

Sib: You are, with three Companies of the Eastern and 
First Battalion of the Troops in New-Jersey, immediately 



NEW-YORK COMMITTEE. 

Tuesday, November 21, 17*5. 

The Committee met. Present : John Broome, Chair- 
man pro tern. 

"P. P. Van Zandt, A. P. Lott, CoIonel'Hyer," " 

William Denning, J. Ray, D. Dunscomb, 

D. Wickham, J. Brower, P. Byvanck, 

P. T. Curtenius, G. Duyckinck, S. Johnson, 

G. Abeel, C. P. Low, C. Sands, 

T. Ivers, G, Janevvay, J. Totten, 

Nicholas Roosevelt, J. Stoutenbergh, P. Dennis, 

J. Van Voorhies, A. Abrahams, Eleazer Miller, 

J. Lasher, L. Burling, Abr'm De Peyster, 

H. Roome, F. Bassett, John Pell, 

L. Pintard, A. Breasted, Robert Benson. 
J. Ramsey, 

Draught of a Letter to Governour Trumbull, and another 
to Mr. Babcock, in answer to their Letters received and 
read on Tuesday evening last, were laid before this Com- 
mittee, read, and approved of, and are as follow, viz : 

Letter to Governour Trumbull : 

New- York, November 21, 1775. 

Sir: We are favoured with your Honour's letter to Hen- 
ry Remsen, Esquire, enclosing a vote of your Honour and 
the Council of Safety, soliciting the loan of some cannon, 
of the size of eighteen and twenty-four pounders, for the 
use of the Town of New-Haven. In answer to which, we 
inform your Honour that we have no cannon of the size 
you mention, the exclusive property of our constituents, 
though there are a considerable number lying on the Bat- 
tery, claimed by the Province; and as our Congress (who 
are competent to determine upon your application) are 
about sitting, we hare accordingly referred it to them; not 
doubting but they will cheerfully render you any assistance 
in their power, consistent with our immediate safety, though 
we are strongly inclined to believe they will judge it inex- 
pedient to have the cannon removed off the Battery, under 
present circumstances, from a well-grounded apprehension 
of the consequence such a measure would be productive 
of. We are informed there are many heavy cannon lying 
useless at Ticonderoga : we submit to you whether it would 
not be expedient to apply to the Continental Congress for 
liberty to transport from thence to New-Haven any num- 
ber that Town may have occasion for. Should that fail, 
we believe, by applying to the New-Jersey Provincial 
Congress, you may get any number and sizes made you 
choose, as there were foundries employed last war in that 
Province for a like purpose. 

We are, with great regard, your Honour's most humble 
servants. 

By order of the Committee : 

John Broome, Chairman pro tern. 
Letter to Adam Babcock, Esquire: 

New- York, November 21, 1775. 

Sir: We received your favour 10th current, directed to 
Henry Remsen, Esquire, requesting the loan often pieces 
of heavy cannon for the defence of your Town. In answer 
to which, we inform you, that we have no cannon, the ex- 
clusive property of our constituents, of the weight you 
mention, though there are a considerable number lying on 
our Battery, claimed by the Province ; and as our Provin- 
cial Congress (who only are competent to determine upon 
your application) are about sitting, we have referred it to 
them, and doubt not but they will do all in their power to 
serve you, consistently with the safety of the Colony; but 
are strongly inclined to believe they will judge it inexpe- 
dient, for the safety of the City, to have them removed, 
under present circumstances. 
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We have written his Honour, your Governour, to the 
above effect, and are your very humble servants. 
By order of the Committee. 

Ordered, That fair copies be made of them, and trans- 
mitted to his Honour and Mr. Babcock, respectively, by 
the first opportunity. 

A Letter from Walter Franklin 8f Co., requesting a per- 
mission from this Committee to load a Sloop with Flour, 
Ship Bread, Rum, Cider, &.c, and send her to Georgia, 
one of the United Colonies, agreeable to a Resolve of the 
honourable Continental Congress, was laid before this Com- 
mittee, and read. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Franklin cy- Co. have permis- 
sion accordingly, they giving satisfactory security to Messrs. 
Evert Bancker and Robert Ray, two members of this Com- 
mittee, in double the value of the said Sloop and cargo, 
that the said Sloop will proceed (unavoidable accidents ex- 
cepted) directly to some port in the Province of Georgia, 
and land the same there, and no where else ; and that the 
Captain of said Sloop, on his return, within convenient 
time, lay before this or future Committee a certificate, 
from the Committee of Inspection of Georgia, of his hav- 
ing discharged his said cargo agreeable to the above order ; 
which certificate shall be sufficient to cancel the securities 
above required. 

The examination of Messrs. Thomas Pearsall and Peter 
T. Curtenius, taken before the Provincial Congress of Neiv- 
York on the 3d instant, respecting the conduct of Robin- 
son fy Price, of this City, merchants, as to the sale of some 
Blankets, he, was sent down to this Committee, together 
with a request from the Congress thereupon, that this Com- 
mittee would call the said Robinson §■ Price before them, 
and make proper inquiries therein. 

Ordered, That the sajd Robinson ey- Price, and William 
and Robert Montgomerie, be requested to attend this Com- 
mittee immediately. 

Mr. Robinson attending, and being asked what price 
he lately sold Pins at, replied, that he had sold them at 
twenty Shillings per pack, but does not remember cer- 
tainly to have sold any higher ; and furthermore said, that 
the Pins sold as aforesaid cost him eleven, twelve, to six- 
teen Shillings per pack. 

Wednesday, November 29, 1775. 

Committee met. Present: John Broome, Chairman. 

L. Fintard, Captain Dennis, Oliver Templeton, 

D. Wickham, Gerardus Duyckinck, A. Brinckerhoff, 

C, P. Low, Jeremiah Brower, A. Lott, 

Jacob Van Voorhies, William Imlay, Eleazer Miller, 

John Ramsey, Henry Roome, A. Breasted, 

Francis Bassetl, Isaac Stoutenbergh, John Anthony, 

Benjamin Helme, William Denning, Colonel Lasher, 

John Ray, Evert Bancker, Colonel McDougall, 

Daniel Phenix, P. Byvanck, T. Ivers, 

Comfort Sands, L. Burling, J. Pell, 

Daniel Dunseomb, Joseph Totten, Joseph Bull, 

Samuel Johnson, Garret Abeel, A. De Peyster. 

Mr. Robinson, being called in, produced a Bill of five 
pieces Blankets, purchased by him of William Moore, of 
Philadelphia, at eighteen Pounds per piece, Philadelphia 
money, dated 19th September; that he paid twenty-one 
Shillings freight for them to this City ; that they had left 
on hand a few Blankets more than Thomas Pearsall bought 
of them, which cost about eight Pounds per piece ; that they 
bought two pieces of Smith Ramage, at about five Pounds 
ten Shillings per piece ; of Messrs. McFarren fy Dunlap, 
about eight pieces, early last fall ; that the Blankets Mr. 
Pearsall purchased were of those they purchased last fall, 
as above. 

Mr. Simon Cregier declared his wife purchased one pack 
of Pins of Thomas Gardner, for which she paid thirty Shil- 
lings, on Tuesday, the 22d of November, and that said 
Gardner asked him the same price the day before. 

Silvanus Dilingham declares, that his wife purchased 
Checks of Henry Tenbroeck, at four Shillings per yard, such 
as used to be sold for one Shilling and ten Pence; that he 
heard Barnt Christophers, (at Shipyards,) Mr. Harris, 
(on board a brig at Walton's wharf,) and Thomas Leonard , 
Sailmaker, declare, that Thomas Gardner went on board 
the Packet Mercury, at Sandy Hook, and purchased a 
quantity of Checks and other Goods, and brought them to 
this City. 



Mr. Price says that Pins have been sold out of their 
store at a higher price than twenty-four Shillings per pack } 
that he had sold two and a half himself at twenty-four 
Shillings per pack ; that all the Blankets they bought of 
Smith Ramage, he, last fall, were sold to a Mr. Stevens, 
for Boston; that the Blankets sold Mr. Pearsall were of 
a parcel bought of a person in this Town, at one hundred 
and forty per cent, advance ; that their Pins cost them from 
eight to twelve Shillings per pack; that a large quantity 
of the Pins were purchased of a principal merchant in this 
City, at ten Shillings per pack ; that he knows importers 
have sold them at twenty Shillings, but will not discover 
who sold them ; that Thomas Gardner and Henry Ten- 
broeck gave nineteen Shillings and six Pence to upwards of 
twenty Shillings. 

Thomas Gardner, being called, says, he bought Pins of 
Robert Montgomerie at twenty-four Shillings per pack, 
and from George and Williatn Ludlow from eighteen to 
twenty-two Shillings per pack ; for eighty to ninety packs, 
twelve Shillings; and four packs, eighteen Shillings ; four 
and a half packs, twenty-two Shillings, about four weeks 
ago; and that he sold them at twenty -six, twenty-eight, 
and thirty Shillings per pack. 

Resolved, nem. con., That Robinson fy Price have vio- 
lated the Association of the Continental Congress, in sell- 
ing sundry articles of merchandise at an exorbitant price. 

Ordered, That the above Resolve be published imme- 
diately. 

Ordered, That Joseph Bull, Benjamin Helme, and 
Abraham De Peyster, be a Committee to prepare the 
publication of the said matters relative to Robinson 8f 
Price, and report the same to the Committee on Friday 
evening next. 

Ordered, That Robert Leonard, Barnt Christophers, 
and Mr. Harris, be desired to attend this Committee at 
their next meeting. 

Thursday, November 23, 1775. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the City and 
County of New- York. Present: John Broome, Chairman. 

John Ramsay, Richard Sharps, Gerardus Duyckinck, 

Samuel Johnson, Joseph Totten, Eleazer Miller, 

Nicholas Roosevelt, Oliver Templeton, Robert Ray, 

Andrew Breasted, Daniel Dunseomb, Francis Bassctt, 

Anthony Abrahams, Benjamin Holme, Colonel Lott, 

Comfort. Sands, Colonel Hyer, Patrick Dennis, 

Garret Abeel, Daniel Phenix, John Poll, 

A. Brinckerhoff, Cornelius P. Low, Henry Roome, 

George Janoway, D.uiiel Wickham, Petrus Byvanck, 

Jacob Van Voorhies, Colonel Lasher, Lancaster Burling, 

Hercules Mulligan, Colonel McDougall, Joseph Bull, 

John Berrian, John Anthony, John Tmlay, 

Jeremiah Brower, Hamilton Young, John Alsop, 

Isaac Stoutenbergh, William Denning, T. Ivers. 

Mr. Jacob Walton acquaints the Committee that Tho- 
mas Brownejohn has reported that Tea has been imported 
into the City since the .... by Congress. 

A Letter from Mr. Henry Remsen, acquainting that Mr. 
Amiel has desired the Saltpetre bought of him, oti account 
of Congress, may be paid for, or returned. 

Ordered, That the said Letter be referred to Congress. 

Ordered, That William W. Ludlow and Thomas Gard- 
ner be desired to attend this Committee to-morrow eve- 
ning. 

A motion was made by Lancaster Burling, and second- 
ed by Joseph Totten, in the words following, viz : 

Mr. Chairman : I move that Isaac Sears, Samuel Broome, 
and John Woodward, be cited to appear before this Board, 
to answer for their conduct in entering the City this day, 
with a number of Horse, in a hostile manner, which I con- 
sider as a breach of the Association.* 

Resolved, That Peter Harris has been guilty of a breach 
of the Resolves entered into by the Provincial Congress, 
September 1, 1775. 

Resolved, That John Midlar has been guilty of a breach 
of the Resolves entered into by the Provincial Congress, 
September 1, 1775. 

Resolved, That Richard Van De Burgh has been guilty 

* The contents of Rivington's New-York Gazetteer occasioned the 
Printer's houso to be surrounded on the 23d of November, by seventy- 
five of the Connecticut light-horse, with firelocks and fixed bayonets, 
who entered the house between twelve and one o'clock at noon, de. 
stroyed all the types, and put an entire stop to his business. The citi- 
zens beheld the whole scene without affording him the least assistance. 
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of a breach of the Resolves entered into by he Provincial 
Congress, September 1, 1775. 

Friday, November 24, 1775. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the City and 
County of New-York. Present: John Broome, Chairman. 

Peter P. Van Zandt, Robert R.iy, Samuel Johnson, 

John Anthony, Evert Bancker, Richard Norwood, 

Lewis Pinturd, A. W. Da Peyster, Hercules Mulligan, 

Peter T. Curtenjus, Oliver Templeton, Garret Abscl, 

Francis Bassett, Daniel Dunscomb, Robert Benson, 

Daniel Phenix, Abraham P. Lolt, Abr'm BrinckerhofF, 

Jacob Van Voorhies, Nicholas Roosevelt, Isaac Stoutenbergh, 

Alex. McDougall, Joseph Totton, Lancaster Burlinc, 

A. L. Blaecker, John Lasher, John Ramsey, 

Comfort Sands, William Denning, Anthony Abrahams, 

Cornelius P. Low, Patrick Dennis, William Ludlow, 

Andrew Breasted, Thomas Ivors, D mi::l Wiekham. 
George Jane way, 

The Committee re-assuming the consideration of Mr. 
Burling' 's motion of last night, Wr. Burling agreed to with- 
draw the same. 

.... .Information, having been given to the Committee that a 
number of barrels of Pork was brought down to this City 
on board of Michael Crow's Boat, the property of one 
Webb, of Westchester, which was suggested Webb intend- 
ed to convey on board of the Asia, Man-of-War, to be sent 
round from thence,, to Boston: Upon examining into the 
matter this evening, it did not appear that Webb intended 
his Pork for the purposes above suggested ; and, therefore, 

Ordered, That the persons who had taken possession 
thereof re-deliver the same to said Webb. 

The Committee then resuming the consideration of Mr. 
Thomas Gardner's conduct as to the sale of sundry of his 
Goods at an exorbitant price, contrary to the ninth article 
of the General Association, and also as to the information 
given to the Committee, of his having purchased Pins, Sic, 
from on board the Packet, &c. : upon examining Mr. Isaac 
Mott, touching the above charges, he declares that Gardner 
bought of a Packet's man (as this examinant was informed 
by the Packet's man) a number of packs of Pins, enough 
to pay for four hogsheads of Rum; that the day before the 
sale of the Pins to Gardner, they had been offered for sale 
to this examinant by the said Packet's man, and that this 
examinant refused to purchase them ; that the said Packet's 
man informed the examinant that the voyage before the 
last he had sold to Gardner Pins at four Shillings and six 
Pence per pound, and about a month ago he sold Gardner 
a quantity of Pins at ten Shillings per pound. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the subject-matters 
relating to Mr. Gardner be deferred to the next meeting of 
this Committee. 

Ordered, also, That Mr. William Ludlow , who attend- 
ed here this night, according to the request of this Commit- 
tee of last night, be further requested to give his attendance 
here again at the next meeting of this Committee. 

Mr. De Peyster, from the Sub-Committee appointed on 
the evening of the 22d instant, to draw a draught of an 
advertisement respecting Robinson fy Price, reported a 
draught accordingly; which, being read, was approved of. 

Ordered, therefore, That a fair copy be made thereof, 
and signed by the Chairman, and that the same be adver- 
tised in Mr. Gaine's next Monday's Gazette. 

Peter Harris, md , two of the prisoners ordered 

under confinement to Mr. Foster Lewis's, for enlisting Men 
for the Ministerial Army at Boston, having made their es- 
cape last night; and it being suggested to the Committee 
that their escape was effected by the misconduct of Cap- 
tain Christopher Benson and some of his Company, who 
were on guard last night; and, likewise, that some of Cap- 
tain Benson's Company assisted personally in carrying the 
said prisoners off: The Committee therefore went into 
the examination of the matter, by taking the information of 
the following persons, to wit : 

James Taylor, who declares that he belongs to Captain 
Benson's Company; that Mr. Leonard, Sergeant in said 
Company, sent l\'\m, John Ktlley, and Leonard's apprentice 
boy, with some others, to guard the prisoners at Mr. Fos- 
ter Lewis's last night, between twelve and one o'clock; that 
after they had been at Lewis's a little while, he, this ex- 
aminant, desired the said John Kelley and the others to 
take their muskets, (which they had placed, when they 



first came to Lewis's, in one of the corners of the room,) 
and do their duly; that he, this examinant, took his, and 
stood sentry, but that the others refused to do any thin;> ; 
that this examinant and the others of the guard at Lewis's 
differed very much in opinion ; that they differed and dis- 
puted the whole time they were there together; that 
between two and three o'clock in the morning the exami- 
nant left Lewis's, and went home, without waiting to be 
relieved, and that after he went away the prisoners escaped; 
that the reason he went away was, because the others of 
the guard were all against him, and would not take their 
muskets and guard the prisoners. 

Lewis De Bois declares, on his examination, that John 
Kelley, who was one of the sentinels on guard last night at 
Leivis's, when the prisoners made their escape, told him, 
this examinant, the day before, at the hospital, that if he, 
the said Kelley, was to be on guard at Lewis's that night 
ensuing, he (Kelley) would let the prisoners escape; and 
this morning, when Kelley awoke, and was told that the 
prisoners were gone, he replied, he thought of what he said 
yesterday. 

Joseph Mecks, upon his examination, says, that he be- 
longs to Captain Benson's Company; that he, this exami- 
nant, was of the guard last night ; that about three o'clock 
in the morning, John Warner declared that it was a damned 
shame those three men at Lewis's should be confined; that 
he ( Warner) had a boat ready, and had or would get, 
this examinant cannot recollect which, four men, who would 
take away the three prisoners ; that Warner was in a great 
passion when he made the above declaration ; and that 
Warner further said to this examinant, that he, this exami- 
nant, might rescue the prisoners if he pleased; that Captain 
Benson was present, and must have heard all that Warner 
said, but that Benson was silent, and looked Warner full in 
the face, and spoke not a word; that there was, during the 
evening, a great number of visitersat the guard room, such 
as the two Browncjohns, Norris the Barber, Burns the 
Barber, and many move. - 

Edward Meeks, upon his examination, declares, that he, 
as one of Benson's Company, was at the guard room last 
night; that during the first part of the evening there was 
an uncommon number of visiters and strangers continually 
coming in and going out of the guard room, most of whom 
he did not know ; that among the persons who" were not of 
the guard, and who he knew, were William Broivncjohn 
and Thomas Biownejohn, Thomas William Moore the 
Vendue Master, Winterton the Mason, Isaac Herron the 
Watch- Maker, and John Norris the Barber; that these 
persons, with Captain Benson, sat drinking in the guard 
room ; that during the whole night no picket was set* out, 
or any sentry placed, as was customary, on the Battery; 
and that upon this examinant asking Captain JJenson the 
reason thereof, he gave this examinant no answer, but at- 
tended only to the conversation that passed among the 
above Company; that most if not all their conversation 
turned upon the subject of the times, and was i Very scurri- 
lous as to the transaction of depriving Rivington of his 
types; that this examinant and the abovementiofied Her- 
ron disputed a considerable deal the conduct of the Minis- 
try; and that he, this examinant, observed, that he believed 
it was the intention of the Ministry to establish Popery in 
all the Dominions, and that Popery was certainly the bot- 
tom of all their schemes, which Herron denied was the 
case; but that when this examinant further observed of its 
being established in Canada, Herron replied, that he 
thought it was very^right Popery should be established in 
Canada, and moreover added, that arming the Roman 
Catholicks in Ireland was also very right, and be approved 
of it ; that Captain Benson sent out no guard, nor appeared 
to care any thing about the business of the night ; and the 
time while this examinant was at the. guard room was 
mostly taken up by Capiain Benson and his Company 
abusing and damning Isaac Sears and several other persons 
for a pack of scoundrels; that this examinant left the guard 
room about two o'clock, finding that nothin" was to be 
done; that Benson gave John Warner and James Leonard 
leave to go out about twelve o'clock, and that they re- 
mained out about two hours. 

John Taylor, another of Captain Benson's Company, at 
the guard room last night, says, upon his examination, that 
he heard John Warner, between five and six o'clock in the 
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morning, and before it was known that the prisoners had es- 
caped, say, that there was a boat ready to carry off the 
prisoners, and that he (Warner) would assist in carrying 
them off; that last night he, as Sergeant, wanted some of 
the men to turn out on guard, and asked them all round, 
in the presence of Captain Benson, to go out, and that they 
respectively denied, and would not go, except three men, 
two of whom he left at the guns as a guard. 

After hearing the whole of the above testimony, a motion 
was made by Mr. McDougall, and seconded by Mr. Sands, 
in the words following, viz : 

Mr. Chairman: I move that a Sub-Committee be im- 
mediately appointed, to take a file of the guard with them, 
to seize and apprehend John Keliey, John Warner, and 
Robert Leonard' s apprentice, who was last night on guard ; 
and if the doors of their residence be not opened at the 
request of the Sub-Committee, that they be authorized to 
break them open. 

Mr. Brinckcrhnff then moved, seconded by Mr. Denning, 
that the following words, to wit : " and if the doors of the 
residence be not opened at the request of the Sub-Com- 
mittee, to search t lie houses for them, that the Sub-Com- 
mittee be authorized to break them open," be struck out 
of Mr. McDougall's motion. And debutes arising upon 
Mr. BrinckerhojjTs motion, the question being put, it was 
carried in the affirmative. 

The question then being put upon Colonel McDougall's 
inotion as amended, it was unanimously agreed to by the 
Committee. 

Ordered, therefore, That Mr. Denning, Mr. Brincker- 
hoff, Mr. Dennis, Mr. De Peyster, Major Abetl, Captain 
Johnson, Mr. Breasted, and Mr. Wickham, be a Sub-Com- 
mittee to apply immediately to the officer on guard for a 
file of Men, and repair with them to the lodgings of John 
Wo.rner, John Keliey, and Robert Leonard's apprentice, 
and them respectively apprehend, and keep in safe custody 
until further orders from this Committee. 

Ordered, That Abraham W. De Peyster, Benjamin 
Kissarn, and John Berrian, be a Sub-Committee to draught 
and report, without delay, a Petition to the Provincial Con- 
gress, praying them to take into their serious consideration 
some expedient to prevent the inhabitants of any of the 
neighbouring Colonies coming into this, to direct the pub- 
lick affairs of it, or to destroy the property or invade the 
liberty of its inhabitants, without the direction of the Con- 
tinental or Provincial Congresses, or the Committee of 
Safety, or the Committee of the County into which such 
inhabitants may come, or of the Continental Generals, 
unless there should be an invasion made into this Co- 
lony. 

Wednesday, November 29, 1775. 

At a meeting of the General Committee for the City and 
County of New- York. Present : John Broome, Chairman. 

Major Abeel, Mr. Norwood, Mr. McDougall, 

Mr. Bassctt, Captain Johnson, Mr. J. Moore, 

Mr. Breasted, Captain Berrian, Mr. Van Zandt, 

Mr. John Ray, Jr., Mr. Browcr, Mr. Totten, 

Mr. Abrahams, M.ijor Bleecker, Mr. Do Peyster, 

Major Stoutenbergh, Mr. Temploton, Mr. Hyer, 

Mr. C. Low, Mr. Ramsey, Mr. Kettletas, 

Mr. Roome, Colonel Lasher, Mr. Anthony, 

Mr. Sands, John Anthony, Mr. Dunscomb, 

Mr. Mulligan, Captain Janoway, Mr. Pintard, 

Captain Dennis, Mr. Duyckinck, Mr. Van Voorhies, 

Mr. Burling, Mr. Riy, Captain Pell, 

Colonel Iiotl, Mr. Dennis, Mr. Brinckerhoff, 

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Curtanius, Evert Bancker. 
Mr. Byvanck, 

An order of the Provincial Congress, reciting a Resolve 
of the Continental Congress, that all damages sustained by 
this City and County, by the depredations of the Ministe- 
rial Troops and Navy, be ascertained, with proper proofs, 
being read : 

Ordered, That Daniel Phenix, Oliver Templeton, and 
Cornelius P. Low, be a Sub-Committee for said purpose. 

On examination of the evidences on the case of the 
Sentinels suffering the Prisoners to escape : 

Resolved, That a proper state of the same be made out, 
and handed to the Congress immediately. 



passed the 6th of November instant, the freeholders and 
others who were inhabitants, of the Town of Boston, and 
were qualified according to law to vote for Representatives 
in May, 1774, and are now dispersed, are hereby notified 
and warned to assemble and meet at the Meeting-House in 
Watertown, on Tuesday, the 28th of said November, three 
o'clock, P. M., then and there to elect and depute one 
person, being a freeholder, (if they see cause,) in the room 
of Dr. Benjamin Church, Jun., lately expelled said House 
for endeavouring to carry on a secret and criminal corres- 
pondence with the enemy, to serve for and represent the 
said Town of Boston in the Great and Genera! Court or 
Assembly of this Colony for the remaining part of this year, 
at their session or sessions to be held from lime to time, 
until the dissolution thereof. 

William Cooper, Town Clerk of Boston. 



NEW r -HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THEIR DELE- 
GATES IN CONGRESS. 
In Committee of Safely at Portsmouth, November 21, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Committee of Supplies, and others 
concerned in supplying and paying our Troops, have not 
as yet been able to close I heir accounts in such a manner 
as that we could make out the Colony account against the 
Continent. We have proceeded so far as to be sure that 
supplying and paying our Troops in the Continental Army 
under General Washington, to the 4th of August, with 
what we advanced to those gone in Colonel Arnold's de- 
tachment, and those now in Canada, under the command 
of General Schuyler, will amount to upwards of twenty 
thousand Pounds, lawful money. 

To avoid the necessity of emitting more paper money 
for our own internal charges, we desire you would request 
the honourable Congress to make us a grant of such a part 
of the aforesaid sum as they shall see fit, and our accounts 
shall be transmitted, as soon as a settlement can be made 
with the persons who have transacted the business. 

The numbers of the inhabitants in the several Towns in 
this Colony, directed by our Congress to be taken by the 
several and respective Selectmen, and returned under oath, 
has chiefly been complied with. We send you enclosed 
the list as returned, except those where only the column 
for the sum total are filled up, which not being returned, 
we have set down by the best information we could obtain, 
and are confident we have done it very near the true num- 
ber. However, shall forward those wanting when they 
come to hand, (which we daily expect,) that the whole 
may be completed by the Selectmen's returns. 

By order of the Committee : 

William Whipple, Chairman. 
To Josiah Bartlett and John Langdon, Esqs. 



Watertown, November 21, 1775. 

[n compliance with an order of the honourable the House 
of Representatives for the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, 



ORDER IN COUNCIL. 

St. James's, November 25, 1775. 

At the Court at St. James's, the 22d day of November, 
1775. Present: The King's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

Whereas the time limited by His Majesty's Orders in 
Council, of the 23d of August and 27th of September 
last, for prohibiting the exporting out of this Kingdom, or 
carrying coastwise, Gunpowder, Saltpetre, or any sort of 
Arms or Ammunition, will expire on the 23d of this instant, 
November; and whereas it is judged expedient that the 
said prohibition should be continued for some time longer, 
except in those cases where, for the benefit and advantage 
of trade, and for the use and defence of ships trading to 
foreign parts, His Majesty, by his several Orders in Coun- 
cil of the 13th and 27th of October last, and of the 6th of 
this instant, has thought proper to permit and allow the 
exportation of, and carrying coastwise, Gunpowder, Saltpe- 
tre, Arms, and Ammunition, under certain conditions and 
restrictions mentioned in the said orders: His Majesty doth 
therefore, by and with the advice of his Privy Council, 
hereby order, require, prohibit, and command, that no per- 
son or persons whatsoever (except the Master-General, 
Lieutenant-General, or principal officers of the Ordnance, 
for His Majesty's service) do at any time, during the space 
of three months, to commence from the said 23d of this 
instant, November, presume to transport into any parts out 
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of this Kingdom, or carry coastwise, any Gunpowder, Salt- 
petre, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition, on board any 
ship or vessel, in order to transporting the same into any 
parts beyond the seas, or carrying the same coastwise, ex- 
cept in the cases comprised within the aforementioned 
Orders in Council of the 13th and 27th of October last, 
and 6th of this instant, November, without leave or permis- 
sion in that behalf first obtained from His Majesty, or his 
Privy Council, upon pain of incurring and suffering the re- 
spective forfeitures and penalties inflicted by an act passed 
in the 29th year of his late Majesty's reign, intituled, " An 
Act to empower His Majesty to prohibit the exportation of 
Saltpetre, and to enforce the law for empowering His Ma- 
jesty to prohibit the exportation of Gunpowder, or any sort 
of Arms and Ammunition ; and also to empower His Ma- 
jesty to restrain the carrying coastwise of Saltpetre, Gun- 
powder, or any sort of Arms or Ammunition." And the 
Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, the Com- 
missioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral 
of Great Britain, the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, 
the Master-General of the Ordnance, and His Majesty's 
Secretary at War, are to give the necessary directions herein 



as to them may respectively appertaii 



W. Blair. 



ADDRESS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE. 

Address of the Chancellor, Masters, and Scholars of 
the University of Cambridge, presented to His Majesty by 
the Rev. Richard Farmer, D. D., the Vice Chancellor. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Chancellor, Masters, and Scho- 
lars of the University of Cambridge. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and faithful subjects, the 
Chancellor, Masters, and Scholars of the University of 
Cambridge, in full Senate assembled, think it our duty, at 
this alarming crisis, to approach your throne with the deep- 
est and most grateful sense of the many blessings which, 
through the dispensation of the Divine Providence, we 
have participated with our fellow-subjects, under your Ma- 
jesty's auspicious reign. 

Anxious for the continuance of those blessings in every 
part of your Majesty's Dominions, and animated with the 
warmest loyalty and affection for your royal person and 
Government, we cannot remain silent spectators of the un- 
natural rebellion into which many of our brethren in your 
Majesty's American Colonies have been unhappily seduced. 
We see their delusion with equal indignation and concern ; 
we disclaim the opinions on which they proceed, as de- 
structive of the happiest Constitution that hath ever exist- 
ed in the history of mankind, and subversive of all order 
and good Government ; yet we pity their infatuation, and 
lament the miseries which it is necessarily bringing upon 
them. 

Relying with full confidence on your Majesty's wisdom 
and paternal tenderness, and convinced that you will pur- 
sue every method, consistent with the dignity of Govern- 
ment and the preservation of the Constitution, to prevent, 
as much as possible, the effusion of blood, and to restore 
due obedience and peace, we fervently implore Heaven 
to bless your Majesty's Councils with success ; so that the 
crown and dominions of this realm may be transmitted 
with undiminished lustre to your Majesty's remotest pos- 
terity. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROUGH OF HUNTINGDON. 

Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Burgesses, 
and Inhabitants of the Borough of Huntingdon, presented 
to His Majesty by George (Vombwell, Esq., one of their 
Representatives in Parliament, accompanied by the Earl 
of Sandwich, Recorder of the said Borough, and Lord 
Viscount Hinchingbrook, one of the Aldermen. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, 
Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the Borough of Hun- 
tingdon. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Burgesses, and Inhabitants 



of the Borough of Huntingdon, beg leave most humbly to 
approach your royal person, to offer to your Majesty our 
most grateful acknowledgments for the wise measures you 
have taken to enforce the legislative authority of the Par- 
liament of Great Britain over all your extensive Domin- 
ions. To beseech your Majesty to use every constitutional 
effort to bring your rebellious subjects in America to ac- 
knowledge their past errors, and to submit to that legal 
authority which they have dared to resist, with the most 
unprovoked and violent outrages. 

Our offer of contributing aid towards reducing the Co- 
lonies to obedience, by desiring your Majesty to dispose of 
our lives and fortunes, is, we are sensible, but of very lit- 
tle importance to the completion of so great a work; but 
we can only offer our all ; and we flatter ourselves that we 
may say with truth, that none of your Majesty's subjects 
exceed us in loyalty to your sacred person, or in abhor- 
rence of the vile machinations of those disturbers of the 
publick tranquillity, who, by various means, have given en- 
couragement to the deluded Colonists to hope for success 
in what we are convinced is their principal object, the es- 
tablishing themselves in an independency of the Mother 
Country. 



ADDRESS OF THE FREEHOLDERS, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
SUTHERLAND. 

Address of the Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and 
Commissioners of Supply of the County of Sutherland, 
transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of His Majesty's 
principal Secretaries of State, and presented to His Ma- 
jesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Freeholders, Justices of the 

Peace, and Commissioners of Supply of the County of 

Sutherland. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and Commissioners of 
Supply of the County of Sutherland, sensible that under 
your mild and equitable Administration we, among other 
blessings, enjoy every species of liberty compatible with 
the existence of society, beg leave to assure your Majesty, 
that none can hold in greater detestation and abhorrence 
than we do, the unnatural behaviour of your subjects in 
America, who have raised the unprovoked standard of re- 
bellion against your gracious Government and the legal 
authority of Parliament. With the deepest concern we 
see, that their obstinacy and contempt of the lenity exer- 
cised towards them by your Majesty's humanity and aver- 
sion to bloodshed, render the most vigorous measures abso- 
lutely necessary for reducing their rebellious spirit ; and we 
assure your Majesty that we, and the other inhabitants of 
this most loyal County, are all ready, with our lives and 
fortunes, to support your Majesty in all such measures as 
the wisdom of your Parliament may find necessary for 
quelling this rebellion, and for securing and preserving the 
just and constitutional rights of Great Britain over all her 
Colonies. 

By order and in presence of the meeting : 

James Sutherland, Prases. 

Dornock, November, 22, 1775. 



ck, 



kansemond county (virginia) committee. 

At a Committee held for Natisemond County, at the 
house of John Aspray, in Suffolk Town, on Wednesday 
the 22d of November, 1775, present : Willis Riddick 
Chairman, and eleven Members. 

Betsy Hunter being summoned to appear before this 
Committee, for writing certain Letters to her mother and 
brother, {John Hunter, of Norfolk,) informing them of the 
situation of our guards in this County, that the people were 
in arms at Suffolk and Smithfield, and that our Troops 
were crossing the river on their march down here, and 
many other matters of importance, the said Bttsy Hunter 
appeared, and said, that she did not intend them as letters 
of intelligence, but wrote them for her amusement. The 
Committee having heard the Letters read, are of opinion, 
that they were intended as letters of intelligence, and inimi- 
cal to the American cause. 



1633 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1634 



Ordered, therefore, That the said Betsy Hunter, with 
Mary and Martha Wilkinson, (who were privy to and 
assisting in the said Letters, and were also summoned to 
appear before this Committee,) be advertised in the pub- 
lick papers, and looked on as enemies to America. 

Lemuel Godwin, Clerk. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read December 7, 1775.] 
Ticonderoga, November 22, 1775, 9 o'clock, A. M. 

Sir: I sent off the express about noon to-day, who 
brought me your favour of the 9th. Since his departure, 
1 received a letter from General Montgomery, enclosing a 
copy of one from Colonel Arnold. Copies of both I do 
myself the honour to transmit you. 

If General Carleton had reached Quebeck before Colonel 
Arnold, it is probable the latter might have met with more 
difficulties than he expected, from the re-enforce#ient the 
former carried with him ; but I hope, by this time, that 
our troops are in barracks at Quebeck. 

Colonel Arnold's march does him great honour. Some 
future historian will make it the subject of admiration to 
his readers. 

I wish I could return boats, agreeable to General Mont- 
gomery's request ; but I am almost left alone. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., he. 

November 93. The frost has been so severe last night, 
that the lake, as far down towards Crown Point as we can 
see, which is about three miles, is entirely closed. 

GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Montreal, November 17, 1775. 

IVIy Dear General: With great pleasure I transmit 
you a letter from Colonel Arnold, for General Washington, 
together with the copy of his letter to me. 

Colonel Easton has six guns mounted on shore — three 
twelve-pounders, one nine-pounder, and two sixes — at the 
Sorcl, and the two row-galleys. Mr. Carleton, with his 
eleven sail, has not yet been able to pass him by. Indeed, 
Easton has obliged him twice to weigh anchor and remove 
higher up the river. I am making all despatch to attack 
him on my side, with field artillery, mounted in batteaus. 

I have had great difficulty about the troops. I am afraid 
many of them will go home. However, depending on my 
good fortune, I hope to keep enough to give the final blow 
to Ministerial politicks in this Province, as I hope effectual 
measures will be taken to prevent their laying hold of it 
again. 

I must beg the boats may be sent back, if possible, which 
take up the discharged men. Some of them might be left 
at Point-au-Fer. I am exceedingly hurried, and have not 
done half my business with you. I shall establish a post, 
which will set out next Monday for Ticonderoga. Will 
you appoint a postmaster there ? 

May you enjoy better health. I am, fee, 

rr, r, i o 7 7 Richard Montgomery. 

To General cscnuyler. 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

St. Mary's, four leagues from Point Levi, ) 
November 7, 1775. \ 

Dear Sir: I wrote you the 13th of October, from the 
Dead River, advising you of my being there with a large 
detachment of the American Army, and that I expected 
to reach Quebeck in about a fortnight. The badness of the 
roads and weather prevented making the despatch I ex- 
pected, and I am but just arrived here. Near one-third of 
the detachment returned from the Dead River short of 
provisions; the remainder are here, or within two days' 
march, and in good spirits. My letter of the 13th I sent 
by an Indian, who I believe has betrayed me, and given it 
up to some of the King's officers, as 1 find they have been 
some time apprized of our coming, and prepared to receive 
us, and I have received no answer. The canoes belonging 
to the French people on this side the river are all taken 
away or destroyed, to prevent our passing. This incon- 
venience is obviated, as we have those of our own. I am 
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informed there are two frigates lying before Quebeck. We 
have been very kindly received by the inhabitants, who 
appear very friendly, and willing to supply us with provi- 
sions. I intend crossing the St. Lawrence, if possible, in 
two or three days, and, if practicable, to attack the City; 
though I am fearful of their being re-enforced from Mon- 
treal, which may possibly put it out of my power; in which 
case I intend to march for Montreal, where I hope, if you 
have not already taken possession, I shall have the plea- 
sure of seeing you. I make no doubt of every advice and 
assistance in your power. 

I am, dear Sir, very respectfully, your most humble 

servant, „ . 

' d. Arnold. 

To General Schuyler. ^ 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

St. Marie, two-and-ohalf leagues from Point Levi, } 
November 8, 1775. $ 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the 29th ult. I received at 
ten o'clock this morning, which gave me much pleasure. 
I heartily congratulate you on your success thus far. I 
think you have great reason to be apprehensive for me, the 
time I mentioned to General Washington being so long 
since elapsed. I was not then apprized, or, indeed, appre- 
hensive of one half the difficulties we had to encounter, 
of which I cannot, at present, give you a particular detail. 
Can only say we have hauled our batteaus up over falls, up 
rapid streams, over carrying places, and marched through 
morasses, thick woods, and over mountains, about three hun- 
dred and twenty miles, many of which we had to pass several 
times to bring over our baggage. These difficulties the sol- 
diers have, with the greatest fortitude, surmounted ; and 
about two-thirds of the detachment are happily arrived here, 
and within two days' march, most of them in good health 
and high spirits. The other part, with Col. Enos, returned 
from Dead River, contrary to my expectation, he having 
orders to send back only the sick, and those that could not 
be furnished with provisions. I wrote General Schuyler 
the 13th of October, (by an Indian I thought trusty,) en- 
closed to my friend in Quebeck ; and as. I. have had no 
answer from either, and he pretends to have been taken 
sick at Quebeck, I make no doubt he has betrayed his trust, 
which I am confirmed in, as I find they have been some 
time apprized of our coming in Quebeck, and have destroyed 
all the canoes at Point Levi, to prevent our passing. This 
difficulty will be obviated by birch canoes, as we have 
about twenty of them, with forty savages, who have joined 
us, and profess great friendship, as well as the Canadians, 
by whom we have been very friendly received, and who 
will be able to furnish us with a number of canoes. I am 
informed, by the French, there are two frigates and several 
small armed vessels lying before Quebeck, and a large ship 
or two lately arrived from Boston. However, I propose 
crossing the St. Lawrence as soon as possible ; and if any 
opportunity offers, of attacking Quebeck with success, I shall 
embrace it ; otherwise, shall endeavour to join your Army 
at Montreal. I shall, as often as in my power, advise you 
of my proceedings, and beg the favour of hearing from you 
by every opportunity. 

The enclosed letter to his Excellency General Washing- 
ton, beg the favour of your forwarding by express. 

I am, very respectfully, dear Sir, your most obedient 

humble servant, „ * 

' Benedict Arnold. 

To General Montgomery. 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have seen a friend from 
Quebeck, who informs me a frigate of twenty-six guns, and 
two transports, with one hundred and fifty recruits, arrived 
from St. John's, Newfoundland, last Sunday ; which, with 
the inhabitants who have been compelled to take up arms, 
amount to about three hundred men; that the French and 
English inhabitants, in general, are on our side, and that the 
City is short of provisions. I shall endeavour to cut off 
their communication with the country, and make no doubt, 
if no more recruits arrive, to bring them to terms soon, or 
at least keep them in close quarters until your arrival here, 
which I await with impatience ; but if St. John's should 
not have surrendered, and you can possibly spare a Regi- 
ment this way, I think the City must, of course, fall into 
our hands. B. A. 
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Point Levi, November 13, 1775. 

Dear Sir : The foregoing is a copy of my last, by the 
two Indians you sent by express the 29th ult., who, I hear 
this moment, are taken five leagues above this ; since which, 
I have waited two or three days for the rear to come up, 
and in preparing ladders, Sic. The winds have been so 
high these three nights, that I have not been able to cross 
the river. I have near forty canoes ready; and, as the wind 
has moderated, I design crossing this evening. The Hunter, 
sloop, and Lizard, frigate, lie opposite, to prevent us, but 
make no doubt I shall be able to avoid them. I this mo- 
ment received the agreeable intelligence (via Sorel) that 
you are in possession of St. John's, and have invested Mon- 
treal. 1 can give no intelligence, save that the merchant 
ships are busy, day and night, in loading, and four have 
already sailed. I am yours, &Lc, 

Benedict Arnold. 
To General Montgomery. 

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, November 22, 1775. 

I have the happiness, my dear General, to enclose you 
a letter from Colonel Arnold, and a copy of one of his to 
General Montgomery, with a copy of that gentleman's to 
me. Whatever may be Colonel Arnold's fate at QuebecJc, 
his merit is very great, in marching such a body of troops 
through a country scarcely trodden by human foot. May 
Heaven still continue to smile on our arms, until we have 
obtained that justice which is so justly our due. 

I momently expect a Committee of Congress. The gen- 
tlemen left Philadelphia on the 11th instant. 

I lament that I cannot return any boats to St. John's, as 
I am left almost alone here. Nothing can surpass the im- 
patience of the troops, from the New-England Colonies, to 
get to their firesides. Near three hundred of them arrived 
a few days ago, unable to do any duty. But as soon as 1 
administered that grand specifick, a discharge, they instant- 
ly acquired hearth, and, rather than be detained a few clays 
to cross Lake George, they undertook a march from here 
of two hundred miles with the greatest alacrity. 

Our Army requires to be put on quite a different footing. 
Gentlemen in command find it very disagreeable to coax, 
to wheedle, and even to lie, to carry on the service. Habi- 
tuated to order, I cannot without the most extreme pain 
see that disregard of discipline, confusion, and inattention, 
which reigns so general in this quarter, and am therefore 
determined to retire. Of this resolution I have advised 
Congress. 

I am, dear Sir, with the most unfeigned sentiments of 
esteem and respect, your Excellency's most obedient and 
most humble servant, c 

' rHILIP SCHUYLER. 

General Washington. 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Point Levi, November 8, 1775. 
May it please your Excellency : My last letter was 
of the 27th ultimo, from Chaudiere Pond, advising your 
Excellency that as the detachment were short of provisions, 
by reason of losing many of our batteaus, I had ordered 
Colonel Enos to send back the sick and feeble, and those 
of his division who could not be supplied with fifteen days' 
provisions, und that I intended proceeding the next day, 
with fifteen men, to Sartigan, to send back provisions to 
the detachment. I accordingly set out the 28th, early in 
the morning, and descended the river, amazingly rapid and 
rocky for about twenty miles, where we had the misfortune 
to stave three of our batteaus and lose their provisions, &c, 
but happily no lives. I then divided the little provisions 
left, and proceeded on with the two remaining batteaus and 
six men, and very fortunately reached the French inhabi- 
tants the 30th, at night, who received us in the most hos- 
pitable manner, and sent off early the next morning a sup- 
ply of fresh provisions, flour, &jc, to the detachment, who 
are all happily arrived (except one man drowned, one or 
two sick, and Colonel Enos's division, who, I am surprised 
to hear, are all gone back,) and are here and within two or 
three days' march, I have this minute received a letter 
from Brigadier-General Montgomery, advising of the reduc- 
tion of Chambly, &c. 



I have had about forty savages joined me, and intend, as 
soon as possible, crossing the St. Lawrence. I am just in- 
formed, by a friend from Quebeck, that a frigate of twenty-six 
guns, and two transports with one hundred and fifty recruits, 
arrived there last Sunday, which, with another small frigate, 
and four or five small armed vessels up the river, is all the 
force they have, except the inhabitants, very few of whom 
have taken up arms, and those by compulsioa, who declare 
(except a few English) that they will lay them down when- 
ever attacked. The Town is very short of provisions, but 
well fortified. 1 shall endeavour to cut off their communi- 
cation with the country, and which I hope to be able to 
effect, and bring them to terms, or at least keep them in 
close quarters until the arrival of General Montgomery, 
which I wait with impatience. I hope at any rate to be 
able to effect a junction with him at Montreal. 

I am, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's most 

obedient humble servant, „ 

.Benedict Arnold. 

His Excellency General Washington. 

Point Levi, November 13, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : The foregoing is a 
copy of my last of the 8th instant, by an express sent me 
by General Montgomery, who, I am this moment informed, 
was taken fifteen leagues above this, on his return. I have 
waited three days for the rear to come a p, and in prepar- 
ing scaling ladders, &c. 

The wind has been so high these three nights that I 
have not been able to cross the river, but is now modera- 
ted, and intend crossing this evening, with about forty 
canoes; to prevent which, the Hunter, sloop, and Lizard, 
frigate, lie opposite ; however, expect to be able to evade 
them. I have received the agreeable intelligence that St. 
John's is in our hands, and Montreal invested. The mer- 
chant ships in the harbour (about fifteen) are loading day 
and night, and four already sailed. 

I am, very respectfully, your Excellency's most obedient 

and very humble servant, „ . 

' JLsenedict Arnold. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE OF SAF'E'tV. 

Wednesday, November 32, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety, 
at Lebanon, present : 

His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, William 
Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua 
West, Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. 

His Honour laid before us many Letters and Answers 
from the Congress, General Washington, General Schuy- 
ler, &c. 

Dr. Church having arrived in this Town yesterday, sent 
by General Washington, under guard of Captain Putnam, 
a Sergeant, and seven men, pursuant to a Resolve of the 
General Congress of the following tenor, (enclosed by said 
General,) viz : 

"Philadelphia, November 6, 1775. 
"Resolved, That Dr. Church be closely confined in some 
secure Jail in the Colony of Connecticut, without the use 
of pen, ink, and paper, and that no person be allowed to 
converse with him, except in the presence and hearing of 
a Magistrate of the Town, or the Sheriff of the County 
where he shall be confined, and in the English language, 
until further orders from this or a future Congress. 
" By order of Congress : 

John Hancock, President. 
"Attest; Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

And underwritten: 

"Sir: In consequence of the above resolve, I now . 
transmit to your care Dr. Church, under the guard of Cap- 
tain Israel Putnam, a Sergeant, and seven men. You will 
please to comply in every particular with the above Reso- 
lution of Congress. 

" I am, with great respect, Sir, your most humble and 



obedient servant, 



"George Washington. 



The foregoing being laid before this Board, for advice, 
he, on. consideration, 

Voted and Resolved, That said Dr. Church be commit- 
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ted to and confined, and kept in the same manner as or- 
dered by said Congress, in the Jail in Norwich, in the 
County of New-London, until further orders from said 
Congress and this Board. (And order is given accord- 
ingly.) 

On motion and request by Letters from the Committee 
of New-Haven and Norwalk, and consideration of their 
circumstances, Sic, 

Voted, That six hundred weight of Powder be sent to 
New-Haven, to the care of Colonel Jonathan Fitch, &c, 
and that he send two hundred weight of it to the said men 
and Committee of Inspection at Norwalk, to be considered 
as Colony stock, and subject to the orders of this Board ; 
and that the said Powder be taken from Saybrook, where 
it is lodged for the use of the Brig Minerva. 

On motion and request from the Town of New-Haven, 
Stc, on consideration, 

Voted and Resolved, That the men or Companies raised 
for the protection or defence of said New-Haven, and also 
those so raised for the defence of New-London, Stoning- 
ton, and Lyme, whose term would expire on the 1st of 
December next, be continued to the next session of the 
General Assembly, or until further orders from this Board. 

The Congress of New-York being moved and directed 
by the General Congress to provide and establish proper 
and expeditious ways of conveying intelligence in case of 
any alarm, or invasion, &ic, by Beacons, or Posts, &c ; and 
they moving us to come into similar methods with them, &ic, 

Voted, That His Honour the Governour be desired to 
write to and employ sundry proper persons in the western 
Towns of this Colony, to engage and provide proper per- 
sons, to be in readiness at a minute's warning, to carry any 
intelligence of alarm or invasion to every proper Town and 
place, as occasion may require ; and that he be also desired 
to advise the honourable Congress of New-York of this 
provision. 

Colonel Elderkin, having been heretofore appointed, &c, 
laid in his Report about fortifying at the Harbour of New- 
Juondon, recommending the same to be done at Mammicock, 
Winthrop't Point, and Groton Hill, stating the circum- 
stances, &c., of each. 

And thereupon, Voted, That the men stationed at and 
for the defence .of New-London be employed, during their 
continuance in said service, in erecting and making proper 
works of defence, in or at the Harbour of said Neiv-Lon- 
don, either at Groton Hill, Winthrop's Point or Mammi- 
cock, that is to say, at such one or more of said places as 
can be best undertaken and completed in this advanced 
season of the year, under the direction and conduct of 
Colonel Saltonstall, Ebenezer Ledyard, Esq., Captain 
John Deshon, Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., and Mr. Park 
Avery, all of Neiv-London and Groton, and Mr. Josiah 
Wairous, now residing in Windham: that is, the works at 
Mammicock to be done with the consent of said Mr. Shato, 
who owns the soil where, &,c. 

On motion and consideration, Voted, That his Honour 
be desired, in the name and behalf of this Council and 
Colony, to move and request of the .honourable Continen- 
tal Congress for liberty and order to receive a number not 
exceeding fifty Cannon, from thirty-two to twelve-pounders, 
some brass, if it may be, from St. John's, or any other 
Northern posts lately fallen into the hands of the Continen- 
tal Army, Where they can be spared ; to be improved for 
the defence of New- London, in this Colony, a place and 
port of great importance for the safety of said Colony, and 
very capable of defence, and where works are now erecting, 
but cannot be supplied with Cannon in any other way that 
can be devised, and for any other use for the protection 
and safety of the Colony. 

Voted, That it be recommended to the honourable Coun- 
ty Court of New-London County, that they immediately 
cause to be erected and built a proper and sufficient yard 
or fence round and enclosing the Jail, or part of it, at Nor- 
wich, so as effectually to prevent any communication from 
without with any Prisoner committed there ; and which is 
more immediately and especially necessary in order to com- 
ply with the requisition of the honourable Continental Con- 
gress and General Washington, respecting Dr. Church, who 
is now in this Town, and by order of the Governour and 
this Council to be committed there. 

And adjourned. 



Thursday, November 33, 1775. 

At a meeting as aforesaid, present: 

His Honourthe Governour, Honourable Deputy-Govern- 
our Griswold, Jabez Huntington, Samuel Huntington, 
William Williams, Nathaniel Wales, Esquires. 

On motion by the Governour, respecting the disposition 
of the Prisoners sending to this Colony from St. John's, 

Voted and Ordered, That the Committee to take care 
of Prisoners be directed to receive said Prisoners, and dis- 
tribute them in suitable proportions in the Counties of Litch- 
field, Hartford, and Windham, for the present ; and that 
they give the preference as to choice and convenience of 
situation, if any be, to the Officers, &sc, of the Twenty- 
Sixth Regiment, and especially Major Preston; and that 
they also have regard to the places of assigning mechanicks 
who may be among the soldiers, so as they may most bene- 
ficially employ themselves ; and take care that families, if 
such there be, be not separated. And that said Committee 
use their prudence and caution in placing the Officers so as the 
least probable inconvenience may arise from their situation. 

Moved by Captain Deshon, That Captain Niles, of the 
Armed Schooner Spy, informs that there is a Vessel at 
Sag-Harbour, Long-Island, loading with Provisions, &.c, 
said to be bound to Nantucket, without any proper per- 
mit, and is suspected to be designed for the use of the 
Ministerial Troops. And that he desires direction, whether 
he shall prevent her, he. 

Ordered, That a copy of a Resolve of the Continental 
Congress, respecting the exportation of Provisions from any 
of the United Colonies, he, passed about the 6th of No- 
vember, instant, be sent to said Niles, for his direction. 

It being represented that several Prisoners from Cham- 
bly, or thereabouts, of the inhabitants of Canada, now at 
Farminglon, are turbulent and disorderly, and refuse to 
give their parole to abide faithful Prisoners, and say they 
will escape, unless imprisoned, ike, and it is suspected they 
wish to be imprisoned, they may complain of hard usage, 
and affect the minds of their Canadian brethren, &tc, 

Ordered and Agreed, That the Committee for Prisoners 
have and cause to be kept a special and vigilant watch over 
those persons, so as to prevent their escape, even if some 
extra expense should be incurred thereby. And that they 
give proper notice of their apprehensions of the designed 
escape of those persons, describing them, fee, to such 
Towns and places as they shall judge expedient, and re- 
quest that they keep out a vigilant eye, to prevent the 
execution of such design. 

And dismissed. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO 
ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 

Montreal, November, 1775. 
For the good fortune which has hitherto attended us, I 
am, I hope, sufficiently thankful ; but this very fortune, 
good as it has been, will become a serious and insurmount- 
able evil, should it lead Congress either to overrate our 
means, or to underrate the difficulties we have yet to con- 
tend with. I need not tell you that, till Quebeck is taken, 
Canada is unconquered ; and that, to accomplish this, we 
must resort to siege, investment, or storm. The first of 
these is out of the question, from the difficulty of making 
trenches in a Canadian winter, and the greater difficulty of 
living in them, if we could make them ; secondly, from 
the nature of the soil, which, as I am at present instructed, 
renders mining impracticable, and, were this otherwise, 
from the want of an engineer having sufficient skill to direct 
the process ; and, thirdly, from the fewness and lightness 
of our artillery, which is quite unfit to break walls like those 
of Quebeek. Investment has fewer objections, and might 
be sufficient, were we able to shut out entirely from the 
garrison and Town the necessary supplies of food and fuel 
during the winter ; but to do this (the enemy's works being 
very extensive, and offering many avenues to the neigh- 
bouring settlements') will require a large army, and from 
present appearances mine will not, when brought together, 
much, if at all, exceed eight hundred combat.ants._Of Cana- 
dians I might be able to get a considerable number, provided 
I had hard money, with which to clothe, feed, and pay 
their wages; but this is wanting. Unless, therefore, I am 
soon and amply re-enforced, investment, like siege, must be 
given up. 
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To the storming plan there are fewer objections ; and to 
this we must come at last. If my force be small, Carlelon's 
is not great. The extensiveness of his works, which, in 
case of investment, would favour him, will, in the other 
case, favour us. Masters of our secret, we may select a 
particular time and place for attack, and to repel this, the 
garrison must be prepared at all times and places ; a cir- 
cumstance which will impose upon it incessant watching 
and labour, by day and by night, which, in its undisciplined 
state, must breed discontents that may compel Carleton to 
capitulate, or, perhaps, to make an attempt to drive us off. 
In this last idea there is a glimmering of hope. Wolfe's 
success was a lucky hit, or rather a series of such hits ; all 
sober and scientifick calculation was against him, until Mont- 
calm, permitting his courage to get the better of his dis- 
cretion, gave up the advantages of his fortress, and came 
out to try his strength on the plain. Carleton, who was 
Wolfe's Quartermaster-General, understands this well, and, 
it is to be feared, will not follow the Frenchman's example. 

In all these views you will discover much uncertainty; 
but of one thing you may be sure, that, unless we do some- 
thing before the middle of April, the game will be up ; be- 
cause, by that time the river may open and let in supplies 
and re-enforcements to the garrison, in spite of any thing 
we can do to prevent it ; and again, because my troops are 
not engaged beyond that term, and will not be prevailed 
upon to stay a day longer. 

In reviewing what I have said, you will find that my list 
of wants is a long one ; men, money, artillery, and clothing 
accommodated^ to the climate. Of ammunition, Carleton took 
care to leave little behind him at this place. What I wish 
and expect, is, that all this be made known to Congress, 
with a full assurance that, if I fail to execute their wishes or 
commands, it shall not be from any negligence of duty or 
infirmity of purpose on my part. Vale; cave ne mandata 
frangas. 

By his Excellency Guy Carleton, Captain-General and 
Governour-in- Chief in and over the Province o/ Que- 
beck hnd the Territories depending thereon, in A meric a, 
Vice-jLdmiral of the same, and Major-General of His 
Majesty's Forces, commanding the Northern District, 

A Proclamation. 
Whereas it has been found expedient to raise and em- 
body a Militia within this City, to co-operate with and to 
assist His Majesty's Troops in this garrison in the preser- 
vation of the City, and of the persons and property of His 
Majesty's good and faithful subjects resident therein, against 
certain rebellious persons who have invaded this Province, 
a number of whom have lately appeared in arms before the 
walls of this Town : and whereas information has been 
given me, that some persons resident here have contuma- 
ciously refused to enroll their names in the Militia lists, and 
to take up arms, in conjunction with their fellow-citizens, 
for the purpose aforesaid ; and that others, who have en- 
rolled their names, and had for some time carried arms in 
the defence and preservation of the City, have lately laid 
them down ; and also that some persons are busy in en- 
deavouring to draw away and alienate the affections of His 
Majesty's good and faithful subjects of this City from His 
Majesty's person and Government: for these reasons, and 
in order to rid the Town of all useless, disloyal, and treach- 
erous persons, I have thought fit to issue this Proclama- 
tion. And I do hereby strictly order and enjoin all and 
every person and persons whatsoever, liable to serve in the 
Militia, and residing at Quebeck, who have refused or de- 
clined to enroll their names in the Militia lists, and to take 
up arms in conjunction with His Majesty's good subjects of 
this City, and who shall still refuse or decline so to do, as 
well as those who, having once taken up arms, have after- 
wards laid them clown, and will not take them up again, to 
quit the Town in four days from the date hereof, together 
with their wives and children, and to withdraw themselves 
out of the limits of the District of Quebeck, before the 1st 
day of December next, under pain of being treated as rebels 
or spies, if thereafter they shall be found within the said 
limits. 

And inasmuch as the persons who, in obedience to this 
Proclamation, are to quit the Town and District, may have 
bought up a considerable quantity of the provisions brought 



in for the subsistence of the inhabitants of the Town ; and 
it would be imprudent to suffer those provisions to be car- 
ried out, more especially as the country abounds with 
necessaries of life : I do hereby further order and enjoin 
all and every such person and persons to deliver in forth- 
with to the Honourable George Alsop, Esquire, Commis- 
sary, a true inventory or list of their provisions and stores, 
in order that they may be fairly and justly valued, and the 
full price paid to the respective proprietors before their de- 
parture. 

Given under my hand and seal of arms, at the Castle 
of St. Louis, in the City of Quebeck, this twenty-second 
day of November, one thousand seven hundred and seven- 
ty-five, in the sixteenth year of the reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, 
and so forth. ,-, ,, 

IjCY C-ABLETON. 

By his Excellency's command : 

H. T. Cramahe. 
God save the King. 
November 22, 1775. 



PORTSMOUTH (NEW-HAMPSHIRE) COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Hall, Portsmouth, November 22, 1775. 

Voted, That the Committee of Safety for this Colony, 
now sitting in this Town, be informed that George Meserve, 
Esq., has quitted this Town with a design, as they suppose, 
to go into Boston; and, as he is generally esteemed an ene- 
my to the liberties of America, think some step ought to 
be taken to prevent the same. 

By order of the Committee : 

H. Wentworth, Chairman. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTIES OP 
ROSS AND CROMARTY. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Heretors, Freeholders, apd 
Clergy of the Counties of Ross and Cromarty, presented 
to His Majesty by the Right Honourable fames Stuart 
Mackenzie, their Representative in Parliament, 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Heretors, Free- 
holders, and Clergy of the Counties of Ross and Cro- 
marty, assembled at Dingwall, this 23d day of Novem- 
ber, 1775. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Uninfluenced by the artful chicane of party, unacquaint- 
ed with the venal prostitution of faction, but firmly attached 
to your Majesty's person and Government, we, your Majes- 
ty's most faithful and loyal subjects, the Gentlemen, Here- 
tors, Freeholders, and Clergy, of the Counties of Ross and 
Cromarty, though locally distant, presume to approach the 
throne at this most important and critical period. 

The impartial administration of justice, tempered with 
mildness and mercy, the equitable measures pursued for 
the good of the whole Empire, and the protection we are 
blessed with in the enjoyment of our liberties, both sacred 
and civil, under your Majesty's Government, must distin- 
guish your Majesty's reign in the annals of the British 
Constitution. 

Free and happy as we are, it is therefore with an inex- 
pressible concern we behold many of our fellow-subjects in 
America, incited and supported by factious and designing 
men at home, violating all the sacred ties of cordiality 
and commerce which should subsist between the Mother 
Country and her Colonies, taking up the arms of unnatural 
rebellion, and actually engaged in hostilities with the 
parent who tenderly fostered and supported them with her 
treasure and blood. 

We place the justest reliance upon the wisdom and 
steadiness of your Majesty's Councils, whereby we soon 
hope to see re-established the supreme authority of the 
British Legislature over every part and dependency of its 
extensive Empire. 

Since the lenient measures and moderation hitherto shown 
have not brought back the deluded sons of America to a 
sense of their duty, but call for stronger and coercive mea- 
sures, we therefore beg leave, in the most respectful and 
dutiful manner, to assure your Majesty, that we will at all 
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times, to the utmost of our power, be ready to support your 
Majesty, and the honour and dignity of your crown, as well 
as the legislative authority of these Realms, in defence of 
our inestimable Constitution ; and that, for these ends, we 
shall have no hesitation in convincing your rebellious and 
deluded subjects in America, that with the same cheerful- 
ness we so profusely spilled our blood in the last war, in 
defending them against their and our natural enemies, we 
are now ready to shed it, if necessary, in bringing them 
back to a just sense of their duty and allegiance to your 
Majesty, and their subordination to the Mother Country. 
And we can assure your Majesty, that these are the senti- 
ments which prevail among all ranks of people in these 
northern parts of your Majesty's Dominions. 

Signed in our presence and by our appointment, by 

Harry Munro, Prcescs. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE TOWN OF 
WIGAN. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Merchants, Manu- 
facturers, and other Inhabitants of the Town of Wigan, in 
the County Palatine of Lancaster, presented to His Ma- 
jesty by Sir Richard Clayton, Baronet. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Mer- 
chants, Manufacturers, and other Inhabitants of the 
Town of Wigan, in the County Palatine of Lancas- 
ter. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, yow Majesty's most faithful subjects, the Gentle- 
men, Clergy, Merchants, Manufacturers, and other Inha- 
bitants of the Town of Wigan, with all dutiful respect beg 
leave to approach the Throne, to testify our unalterable 
loyalty and attachment to your Majesty's person and Go- 
vernment, at a time when a most wicked and unnatural 
rebellion hath made its appearance in your Majesty's 
Dominions in America. 

Fully sensible of the many blessings we enjoy, in com- 
mon with the rest of our fellow-subjects, under your Ma- 
jesty's mild and gracious Government, we cannot without 
horror look on every attempt to disturb the same. 

With all the attention we are capable of, we have con- 
sidered whatever our deluded brethren have urged to pal- 
liate the violences they have been guilty of. We have 
weighed every argument that has been offered by the ad- 
vocates they have unfortunately met with in this Coun- 
try. On the maturest deliberation, we cannot find any 
ground for the outrageous steps they have already taken, 
and we are lost in wonder and astonishment at their con- 
duct, who have been so far forgetful of their duty to the 
best of Kings, as to endeavour to justify such proceedings. 

We lament that your Majesty's mildness and clemency 
have hitherto had no good effect on the minds of your 
infatuated subjects in America; but we cannot help think- 
ing this has been in some degree owing to the artifices of 
a faction in this Kingdom, that has contributed to keep up 
the spirit of dissension ; and, to serve private views, hath 
not scrupled to sacrifice the publick interest. 

We beg leave to assure your Majesty, that trade has 
not, in our neighbourhood, suffered any diminution or de- 
cay; that our manufactures flourish in the fullest extent; 
and that we are under no apprehension from any efforts 
that may be made to lessen or distress them. 

In your Majesty and the great Council of the Nation 
we repose an entire and implicit confidence ; and we shall 
zealously acquiesce in whatever measures may be thought 
necessary to support the dignity of your Majesty's crown, 
and the constitutional rights and authority of this Country 
over every part of the Dominions thereunto belonging. 



IRISH HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, November 23, 1775. 

Sir John Blaquiere presented to the House a Message 
from his Excellency, signifying that " he had His Majes- 
ty's commands to acquaint the House, that as the present 
exigencies of affairs required sending an additional number 
of Troops to America, he had the firmest reliance on the 
loyalty of his faithful Commons of Ireland, to admit his 
sending abroad a number of the Troops on this establish- 



ment, not exceeding four thousand men, which shall no 
longer continue a charge on this Kingdom, but be imme- 
diately on their leaving the same in the pay of Great Bri- 
tain." " And to show His Majesty's gracious regard for 
the safety and defence of this Kingdom, if the Parliament 
shall desire it, he will replace the said four thousand men 
with an equal number of foreign Protestants, (subjects of the 
Prince of Brunswick" and the Prince of Hesse Cassel,) to 
be continued here, in the pay of Great Britain, as soon as 
His Majesty shall be enabled to send them by his Parlia- 
ment of Ireland." 

This Message was read again by the Speaker, and 
ordered on the Journals of the House. 

Sir John Blaquiere moved that the House do on Satur- 
day next resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House, to take his Excellency's Message into consideration. 

Saturday, November 25, 1775. 

The House was called over, and resolved into a Com- 
mittee to take into consideration his Excellency's Message, 
and the instruction to consider on the best mode of defence 
for this Kingdom, Mr. Malone in the chair. 

The order for going into the Committee, his Excellency's 
Message, and the order for the instruction, were read. 

Sir Archibald Acheson rose, and made many eulogiums 
on His Majesty, whom, he said, we ought to look upon as 
the father of a much favoured people ; and then proposed to 
offer two Resolutions, but they not being put into proper 
form, were handed to Mr. Vice-Treasurer ; and as they 
took some time to arrange, Mr. Ogle said the Committee 
had better adjourn till the Resolutions were drawn. At 
length they were produced, in substance as follows : 

1. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that in the present exigence of affairs a number of Troops, 
not exceeding four thousand, out of the number of twelve 
thousand voted as necessary to be kept in Ireland for the 
defence thereof, be spared for His Majesty's service abroad, 
provided that from their quitting this Kingdom they shall 
be of no charge to the nation. 

2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that a number of foreign Protestant Troops, not exceeding 
four thousand, be received into this Kingdom, to replace 
the like number sent abroad for the security and defence 
thereof, provided they shall be of no charge to the nation. 

Having read these two Resolutions, Sir Archibald 
Acheson moved the Committee to agree with the first. 

Colonel Ross seconded the motion, and observed, this 
measure would be a saving to the nation of eighty-five 
thousand Pounds a year. 

Mr. Hellcn said, the message was the most respectful 
that ever came from a Sovereign to his people. That it 
confirmed and allowed the compact for keeping twelve thou- 
sand men here at all times, and that it should not be vio- 
lated by withdrawing one of those men without the con- 
currence of Parliament ; and was a pledge that the men 
requested of the House would be returned to the nation as 
soon as the exigency shall cease. This naturally led to an 
inquiry, whether the exigency was sufficiently great to war- 
rant this requisition. That it was so, he endeavoured to 
prove, from the present state of American affairs. He 
then entered into the praise of the foreign troops intended 
to be sent here, observing they were some of the best in 
Germany, who had fought along with our forces, and with 
them had showed their firmness and bravery on the plains 
of Minden. By admitting those troops, our security was 
the same, and our expense considerably less. Some gen- 
tlemen, said he, may possibly ask, if these troops are so 
good, why they were not sent to America, and the British 
and Irish troops kept at home? To this it might be 
answered, that Great Britain was willing to show the same 
arm that protected America, while she was dutiful, was able 
to chastise her when she was seditious. 

Mr. Ponsonby allowed that we ought to support Great 
Britain, if it can be done with justice, prudence, and 
humanity. That if the troops were sent abroad without 
asking our consent, then we should not be made parties in 
the quarrel. But if we give our consent, we shall show we 
take a determined part against America. To do so would 
be contrary to justice, for we have had no Parliamentary 
proof of the delinquency of America, or the state of the pre- 
sent troubles; all we know of either being derived from 
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newspapers. We know, indeed, that the Americans were 
dutiful and contented till the Stamp Act was passed, for the 
purpose of internal taxation. At this they murmured; this 
they opposed ; but as soon as it was repealed they cheer- 
fully returned to their duty, and so would they do now if the 
same expedient was used. To take a part against Ameri- 
ca would be contrary to prudence; for if we assist to punish 
them for resisting against being taxed by the British Par- 
liament, we furnish a precedent against ourselves, if ever 
the like occasion should happen. It would be also impru- 
dent to admit these foreign troops ; they are not freemen, 
but subjects to arbitrary Government, and will not regard 
us as their master if we do not pay them, for soldiers 
always look up to the hand that pays them. As this mea- 
sure is contrary to justice and prudence, so is it also to 
humanity; for what can be more inhuman than to send our 
friends, our relations, men we have conversed and eat and 
drank with, to expose them to the dangers of sea and bat- 
tle, whilst foreigners live here at ease and safety; and he 
asked, was it not inhumanity to make widows and orphans 
of our countrywomen and children, only to spare those of 
strangers ? 

Mr. John Fitzgibbons said, before we took any part in 
a war, we should examine whether it was just. He then 
entered into a recapitulation of all that had passed between 
Great Britain and, her Colonies, from the last, war to the 
present time, and concluded that the war was unjust, and 
Ireland had no reason to be a party therein. Some may say, 
added he, if we refuse these troops to His Majesty's request, 
it may be of evil consequences; but he thought differently. 
Jt would make the King look into the affair, and when he 
sees we are not inclined to assist in an unjust war, it may 
be a means of inducing him to put an end to it. 

Sir John Blaquiere replied, the resolution before the 
Committee tended to verily and realize the professions of 
loyalty made by the House. To this gentlemen might con- 
sent, without agreeing to the other, if they thought fit to 
submit to a short temporary inconvenieney, rather than 
receive foreign troops, which would only be sent at the 
desire of the House. 

Sir Edward Neivenham said, as he had given his nega- 
tive to the address, which denounced vengeance against his 
fellow-subjects, he could not agree to the sending of more 
troops, to butcher men who were fighting for their liberty. 
He said, that we might bid farewell to such as we sent to 
America; for that if America was conquered, the troops 
would be kept there to preserve that conquest ; for though it 
might be conquered, the spirit of liberty would not be ever 
subdued. He was violently against the introduction of 
foreign mercenaries, and argued that the introduction of 
them had occasioned the fall of many great Empires and 
States. He instanced the danger of having foreign troops 
in any Kingdom where they would not be amenable to the 
laws, by mentioning the case of a Hessian soldier, who 
committed a robbery, and was confined by the civil magis- 
trates, but was released and given up to the military. That 
Hanoverian, Hessian, and Brunswick troops were more 
dangerous than any others; for that German connections 
were always fatal to the true interests of Old-England. 
He entered largely into the present system of affairs in 
Europe. He insisted upon it, that German influence was 
so powerful in the Cabinet of Great Britain, that the most 
valuable interests of these Kingdoms w T ould be given to save 
the paltry Electorate of Hanover. That he was convinced 
the destruction of the Elector's Managery at Herenhausen, 
or the much-admired stud of cream-coloured nags in the 
stables of Hanover or Zell, would appear, in the eyes of 
the present Ministry, as a greater misfortune than the deso- 
lation of those three once happy, but now distracted sink- 
ing nations. He advised the Minister in the House to 
consider what riots and disorders would be committed in 
the City of Dublin, if foreign mercenaries were quartered 
in it. That the sending of our troops to the butchery of 
our fellow-subjects in America, or bringing over foreign 
mercenaries, equally militated against true reason and sound 
policy. 

Mr. Gardiner considered the question in a twofold 
light; first, in regard to the relation in which we stand to 
Great Britain and America ; and secondly, in regard to 
ourselves. In respect to the first, the question is not 
whether America resisted first, or whether she was op- 



pressed first ; but, at present, it stands only whether 
America should be forever lost to Great Britain, or not. 
He heartily wished a reconciliation might take place ; but 
that could only be effected by having a power to enforce 
it. Men, whose very existence in their offices depend on 
war, will never be sincere advocates for peace. The greater 
force sent to America, the less sanguinary will be the mea- 
sure ; and he was clearly of opinion, had there been as 
many troops in America last spring as there will be the 
next, not a sword would now have been unsheathed, his 
our duty and interest to assist Great Britain, if we can ; 
but we cannot spare so many men from the defence of this 
country, if they are not somewhere replaced. The dispo- 
sitions of the nations around us forbid us to leave Ireland 
defenceless. In his late tour, he had an opportunity of 
conversing with intelligent persons in divers Courts of 
Europe, and, by what he could gather, he was assured, 
they looked upon the contest with America as a means of 
weakening us; and when our neighbours thought us suffi- 
ciently weakened, then they would not fail to attack us in 
our most defenceless part. The Spaniards had a greater 
force than ever they had since the time of the Armada, com- 
manded by an Irishman, who would omit no opportunity 
to invade that country, against which he was embittered 
by being banished from it. IF these troops went away 
without being replaced, we should be defenceless. By the 
most accurate accounts, there were but eight thousand five 
hundred real fighting men in Ireland; and if a fourth part 
of them were sent abroad, he would ask the right honour- 
able gentleman, (Sir John Blaquiere,) or he would ask the 
Commander-in-Chief, if he were in the House, whether 
either would undertake the defence of this Kingdom with 
the remainder, without any addition, _ He did _not__ con- 
ceive there could be more danger from foreign troops than 
from natives ; they were unacquainted with our language, 
and unconnected with our people, and therefore less liable 
to desertion. He also thought the saving from this mea- 
sure was of great importance ; nevertheless, before he would 
give his assent to the resolution, he must be assured of two 
things — one, that the men sent abroad will certainly be re- 
placed ; the other, that the saving of the four thousand men's 
pay will not remain a surplus in the Treasury, exposed to 
the grasp of a Minister, but be deducted from the total of 
the supplies in the present money bill. 

Mr. Carleton spoke a long time, to prove there could 
be no danger of a precedent making against us ; and he 
enlarged on the evil consequences that would ensue from 
irritating Great Britain, by refusing this request. 

Mr. Warden Flood espoused the measure, as it was not 
any augmentation, but a lessening of the national expense. 

Mr. George Ogle said, he was noLto be intimidated by 
any threats of ill consequences arising from a refusal. He 
was averse to send men, with swords in their hands, to cut 
the throats of their American brethren. That the ample 
supplies given by this exhausted and struggling country 
were sufficient testimonies of our loyalty; and it was highly 
improper to send men to punish in others what they would 
do in the same case. This measure was rloubtless deter- 
mined on the very first day of the session ; and that was 
the cause why the compact of keeping twelve thousand 
men here was so strictly observed. The foreign troops 
cannot be called our own troops, if we do not pay them ; 
they will fight for those only who do. A land tax will 
probably be attempted here; and if it does not succeed, (as 
certainly it cannot.) then it will be laid on. by the British Par- 
liament, and the foreign troops will be left here to enforce 
obedience. Whilst Parliament here vviJI_do all that is 
absurd, we shall, no doubt, have a Parliament, just as the 
Romans had a Senate in the times of the Emperors, but 
only to give a sanction to the Emperor's dictates. He was, 
he said, alarmed by the manner in which the two resolu- 
tions were treated by Administration. The first was the 
measure of Government, and as such was supported ; the 
last was the measure of Parliament, and as such was 
slighted by Administration : just as if they said, "grant us 
the four thousand more, and then take care for your own 
defence as you please." If men must be sent to America, 
send these foreign mercenaries, not the brave sons of Ire- 
land, Gentlemen have said, Ministers must have power 
to enforce conciliation ; but we know few Ministers who 
have power to enforce will attend to the voice of justice; 
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they will act as Brennius, the Gaul, did with the van- 
quished Romans — he viewed the tribute money exacted 
from them, and threw his sword in the opposite scale. But 
if these men must go, why must we have foreign troops for 
our defence ? Why not raise the militia ? They are 
our natural, out constitutional defence, and the raising them 
is practicable. 

Captain Jephson observed, we have no reason to be 
so tender of the Americans, who had treated us ill ; they 
had resolved in their Congress to receive no commodities 
from, nor have any commerce with Ireland; and this de- 
claration not only set us at defiance, but fully proves they 
do not think us so infatuated as to take their parts. 

Sir James Cotter asked whether the foreign troops, when 
they came here, were to be amenable to our laws or their 
own, and repeated the instance of the Hanoverian soldier 
at Maidstone. 

Mr. Attorney-General answered, that all troops, foreign- 
ers as well as natives, were responsible to the laws of this 
country, as soon as they set foot therein. 

Sir James Cotter replied, he was glad to find they were, 
yet he thought the measure very exceptionable. But if 
they did come, it would be better to pay them ourselves 
than not, especially as the expense was already provided 
for in the establishment. 

Mr. Langrishe replied to the objections of sundry gen- 
tlemen, and observed that the saving on the military estab- 
lishment was not the only advantage that would be derived 
from the foreign troops, but all their pay would be expended 
in this country, to the great advantage thereof. 

Mr. Barry Barry was of opinion the men might be 
spared without their being replaced with foreign troops. 

Mr. Redmond Morres observed, however we might be 
able to spare these men, yet it would be very improper to 
do so ; and if the foreign troops did come, he hoped they 
would rather be quartered in the country than in Dublin, 
where the people would not be so contented with them. 

Mr. Mason urged, that by the address of the House to 
His Majesty, it had expressed its sense that America was 
in rebellion. He observed, that agreeing to the first reso- 
lution did not bind them to agree to the second, though he 
was of opinion it was proper to agree to both. 

Mr. Yelverton declared it was still his opinion, as it was 
at the opening of the session, that the resistance of the 
Americans was not rebellion. And how could he consent to 
aid the fate of America, which depended on the decision 
of that night? The question, indeed, was important, and 
decision very delicate. If we refuse His Majesty's request, 
we incur the displeasure of Great Britain; if we comply, 
we aid the arbitrary designs of a despotick Ministry. In 
this dilemma, what can guide us? Nothing but reason and 
justice. We have two acts of Parliament, declaring that 
twelve thousand men are necessary for the defence of the 
Kingdom ; and we have just resolved the same in the 
Committee oLSupplies. Now, if we agree to part with a 
third part of that number, when there is no rebellion or in- 
vasion in Great Britain, we contradict these acts of the 
Legislature, and belie our own resolutions. Great Bri- 
tain pretends to a supreme authority over all her domin- 
ions, as :.well_ in regard to. internal taxation as to commer- 
cial regulations. Does not this assertion include Ireland] 
It certainly does, and nothing is wanting but a plausible 
pretext or a proper opportunity to enforce it. This has 
been enforced in America ; this caused the war, and there- 
fore the war is unjust. Let Great Britain enjoy the 
wealth of both the Indies. Let London be the grand 
emporium of Europe ; let her exert her commercial power 
over the sea, from pole to pole; but let us say to it as to 
the sea, " hither thou shalt come, and no farther." If these 
bounds are exceeded, human nature will not submit with- 
out murmuring, nor freeborn British subjects without re- 
sistance. The changes have been long rung about taxation 
and representation ; but men have bewildered themselves 
on that subject, for want of setting out on proper and legal 
grounds ; representation is not a representation of persons, 
but of property. At first, writs were issued to all who held 
of the Crown in capite. These were about seven hundred 
and thirty in number, and_sat in the right of their property, 
held in feudal tenure, and not by any election. As com- 
merce increased, property was purchased, and extended into 
many hands. The property of seven hundred became dis- 



seminated amongst numbers too great to convene and sit in 
their own rights; those who possessed what was the proper- 
ty of one great Baron elected one or more of their own num- 
ber to represent the whole of the property thus divided, and 
thence derived the right of representation. The case be- 
came the same in Cities and Corporations which held by 
capite from the Crown. The whole Corporation could not 
come to vote, therefore the Corporation elected its repre- 
sentatives. This proves how true that assertion was of 
Lord Chatham, " that every blade of grass in Great fin- 
taw was represented." But not one American blade of 
grass is represented in the British Parliament, therefore 
it cannot be justly taxed there; and this shows the folly and 
absurdity of the so much talked of virtual representation, 
and saying that many thousands in Britain were not repre- 
sented more than the Americans. Many English persons 
may not indeed, but the whole English landed property is. 
Englishmen surely did not lose their spirit as well as their 
rights by crossing the Atlantick. No ! They did not ; 
they carried thither their freeborn spirit, before it was con- 
taminated with an influx of Asiatick wealth. From all 
this it appears, (he war of Britain with her Colonies is un- 
just ; nor is it likely it should succeed under the auspices 
of that Ministry who so unjustly raised it; for we see 
twelve Colonies united, who are different, in situation, dif- 
ferent in interests, different.in religion, different in manners, 
different in every thing but spirit. What has been the suc- 
cess of the British arms against these people ? We have 
seen the British Navy, the terror of the world, who used to 
carry thunder to every part of the globe, now sailing from 
one little island to another, for the glorious purpose of 
pilfering a few cattle. We have seen die British Troops 
pent up in Boston Neck; we have seen a Ministry plot- 
ting and purchasing counter addresses, to cover their dis- 
grace, and sending troops abroad in the most dangerous 
season of the year, to encounter tempests which seem to 
have been raised by Providence, on purpose to prevent 
more from imbruing their hands in their brethren's blood. 
But if even it was just to send our troops, and they were 
likely to succeed, yet it would be inexpedient; for if we 
should join to subdue resistance, would it not be a precedent 
against ourselves, if ever we should resist against a like 
oppression. Had we foreseen or been acquainted with this 
measure, and that we should have saved so much on the 
military establishment, before we had voted the Tontine 
scheme, we might have spared sixteen thousand Pounds; 
but it seems to have been kept in petto, till all the demand- 
ed supplies had been granted. 

Captain Trench spoke next against the measure, and 
Mr. Prime Serjeant for it. 

Mr. Foster said, the only point to be considered was, 
whether this measure would bring on a reconciliation, which 
he thought it would. It was clear that the wish of America, 
was a total independence ; and if we refuse to send these 
troops, we prevent a reconciliation, by hindering Great 
Britain from enforcing reasonable terms, which, if properly 
enforced, the Americans might agree to. But if we even 
agree to send these troops, we do not thereby condemn the 
Americans ; we only assist Great Britain in her time of 
need. In regard to the supplies, though they are voted, 
the money bills are not passed, and gentlemen may make 
such retrenchments in them as they think necessary. 

Mr. Chapman said, that he did not expect to hear such 
a message, after the many assurances of the Minister, that 
the twelve thousand men were completely in this King- 
dom, and should remain so inviolably; and after the pro- 
mises of Administration, that nothing should be expected 
from this country to America, but the address to the Throne. 
That notwithstanding the Committee of Supply had resol- 
ved twelve thousand men to be necessary for our defence, 
and had provided for them accordingly, yet, while the very 
sound of these assurances yet tingles in our ears, the Minis- 
ter forgot himself in the messenger of the Crown, not to 
bring to their longing eyes the olive branch, the emblem 
of much wished for peace, but he lays his hand on his 
sword, and becomes the harbinger of war. That he con- 
gratulated Administration on at length finding out that 
hitherto invisible deity of theirs, but on closer inspection, 
he was sorry to discover that deity, like the god of the 
Egyptians, plainly and simply, a hull. That if the Minis- 
ter was serious when he promised economy, he ought to 
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lessen the supply in proportion to that economy; to content 
himself with fewer taxes, and to diminish his demands. 
That he called on him to do so, but he found him silent on 
that point ; and therefore must conclude no real economy 
was in his contemplation. That one year's saving was the 
utmost that was mentioned. That such reduction was pal- 
try indeed, contrasted with the probable loss of four thou- 
sand gallant countrymen, devoted sacrifices to appease 
the fury of an incensed, a despairing people, in defence of 
their rights, confident against the world in arms ; that the 
tears of the forlorn widow, the cries of the helpless orphan, 
could not be weighed in the money scale of a Minister. 
That this Kingdom would be left exposed to every enemy, 
allured by such prospects. That the asking the consent ot 
Parliament was a farce in politicks, and an undermining ol 
a positive act of Parliament. That it was well known that 
the Crown always desired the consent of a dean and chap- 
ter to the appointment of an intended bishop, but it was 
never yet known that the person nominated did not suc- 
ceed to the episcopal dignity. 

Mr. Solicitor- General said, as the expense to be incur- 
red was the chief argument used against the augmentation, 
so no gentleman, who voted then against it, can consistent- 
ly oppose the measure by which the expense is taken 
away. He begged the first resolution might be disposed 
of before they entered into the consideration of the second ; 
adding, that if we refused the request of the Crown, we 
should hurt the Americans, by misleading them to their 
ruin. 

Mr. James Brown spoke in defence of the measure. 
Mr. Conolly urged his fears for Ireland, from establish- 
ing a precedent, and mentioned that the King's speech, at 
opening the British Parliament, declared the supremacy 
over all his dominions. He repeated and enforced what 
had been said about a land-tax laid on by England, and 
enforced by foreign mercenaries. He took notice of the 
intelligence an honourable gentleman (Mr. Gardiner") had 
derived of the hostile intentions of foreign powers, from the 
cabinets of foreign Courts. [Here Mr. Gardiner said the 
right honourable gentleman had mistaken him ; he had 
only said courts, not cabinets.] Mr. Conolly replied, he 
had indeed mistaken, but (he mistake was easily made, as 
he knew no gentleman more fit for a lady's or a Privy 
Counsellor's cabinet than the honourable gentleman. 

Mr. Hussey Burgh then rose, and introduced his opi- 
nion relative to the question with observing, that although 
he had generally voted on that side of the House which 
is called Opposition, yet he had set it down as a maxim, 
never to give his support to a motion which was calculated 
to harass the Minister, and not to serve the people. That 
when there was a considerable majority evident on the pajt 
of Government, he thought it best not to hazard a question 
which there was a certainty of losing ; that he made, for 
this reason, fewer motions than any man in the House ; that 
he had no enemies to persecute, no partisans to serve ; and 
that this might account for his silence during the present 
session. But he said the present question was of the great- 
est importance, a question arising from a message sent by 
the King to his Parliament, to which an answer must be 
given ; that, without passion, without prejudice, and with- 
out fear, he would deliver his opinion ; and that the man 
did not live, who knew on which side of the question that 
opinion would turn. He then entered largely into the con- 
sequences which might attend the putting this measure into 
execution ; took a short view of the American war, which 
he termed unjust, as it not only militated against the law 
of nations, the law of the land, the law of humanity, but 
against the law of nature. He mentioned the imbruing 
onrliands in the blood of our kinsmen and near relations ; 
and that the saving, which was mentioned as a motive to 
induce our supporting the Ministry, was no more than a 
bribe to purchase our assistance to cut the throats of the 
Americans ; that if the war was just, there was no neces- 
sity to bribe our concurrence ; that the right of Taxation 
demanded by Great Britain was unjust, for that it was 
contrary to all reason that a people who are the subjects 
of Great Britain should, in respect to their property, be 
at the mercy of two powers, and acknowledge a right of 
taxation both in their own Assemblies and in the British 
Senate ; that if this was the case, they could not boast any 
property, for every shilling they enjoyed might by one act of 



a Parliament, in which they were not represented, be taken 
from them forever; that instead of a saving, this measure 
would in all probability become a burden, and observed 
our civil establishment would always increase whenever the 
military decreased ; and that the present saving would be 
only a temporary relief, which would bring on a future 
evil ; for that when our own troops returned, then our mili- 
tary would fall back into the original expense, with the ad- 
ditional burden of what the civil establishment may have 
increased. He then mentioned our defenceless state, and 
insisted that we had not more than nine thousand fighting 
men, men who marched on their legs, and not on paper ; 
men who could stand fire, and not calculation. He dis- 
posed very judiciously the arrangement of our troops, and 
clearly proved that we must be open to the Insurrection of 
the White Boys in the South, and the Steel Boys in the 
INorth ; and that then the murdering and maiming of our 
wives and children would fall on our own heads. Thtt 
France looked on this quarrel with a peculiar pleasure, and 
that we had a security in their promises no longer than 
the hopes of accommodation with the Colonies existed ; for 
whenever they disappeared, and that by this war we were 
weakened, then it was possible and probable, with a very 
small force, they would do such a signal mischief to this 
Kingdom as might be irreparable. He took a view of the 
commercial interest of France with America, and men- 
tioned how probable it was they would sacrifice their friend- 
ship to England for a lucrative connection with America, 
and pictured the consequences in striking figures of reason- 
ing. He mentioned the disturbances which might arise 
from the importation of these foreign troops, and asked by 
what laws they were to be tried for offences in this King- 
dom? Whether they were to be subject to a jury of this 
country, or to a court-martial among themselves? And if 
the latter, what dreadful consequences might follow ! He 
then returned to the justice on which this request was 
founded, and said such was his opinion of it, he would not 
vote a single sword against America, without an address to 
accompany it, recommending conciliatory measures; that 
he foresaw the consequences of this war; and that if the 
Ministry were victorious, it would only be establishing a 
right to the harvest, when they had burned the grain ; it 
would be only establishing a right to the stream, when they 
had cut off the fountain. 

Sir John Blaquiert said he was totally ignorant of this 
measure when the session opened ; that it would have been 
wrong to have deducted the saving from the votes of sup- 
plies, before it was known whether the troops would be 
sent or not ; that if the supplies are raised, and there is a 
redundancy on account of this measure, it would be liable 
to the disposal of Parliament next sessions. 

The question was then put on the first Resolution, and 
the Committee divided, ayes 121, noes 76; majority 45. 

It being then near midnight, the consideration of the 
second Resolution was adjourned till Monday. 



Monday, November 27, 1775. 

The Committee of the W r hole House accordingly sat 
again this day, the Right Hon. Anthony Malone in the 
chair; when the second of the Resolutions proposed last 
Saturday, by Sir Archibald Acheson, to wit: "That it is 
the opinion of this Committee, that a number of foreign 
Protestant Troops, not exceeding four thousand, be received 
into this Kingdom, to replace the like number going abroad, 
for the security and defence thereof, provided they shall 
be of no charge to the nation," was read 2 a long debate 
ensued, in the beginning of which Sir John Blaquiere 
declared, that he was of opinion his taking a part in this 
business would not be treating His Majesty's message with 
that respect it deserved ; he would not give his voice one 
way or other. 

The resolution was supported by the Attorney- General, 
General Cunningham, Mr. Forster, Colonel Burton, and 
Barry Barry, whose arguments tended to prove that in 
the arrangement offered them by His Majesty, the sum of 
eighty-five thousand Pounds per annum would be saved to 
the nation, besides the pay of the foreign troops sent anions 
us ; that the Hc3sian~and Brunswick forces were composed 
of industrious, docile men, most of them manufacturers ; 
that many of them would probably settle in this Kingdom, 
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and add to die Protestant strength thereof; that when the 
four thousand men now permitted to leave the Kingdom 
would go, there would not remain above six thousand five 
hundred effective men — too small a number to repel a for- 
eign invasion, or keep quietness at home; that even the 
number now in the Kingdom was scarce sufficient to pro- 
tect the revenue, and repress the riotous disposition of the 
lower class of inhabitants, who were ever rising in divers 
parts of the Kingdom ; and that it would seem very odd to 
the British Minister to find that this House, ever since the 
augmentation, had every session, and even a month ago, 
voted that twelve thousand effective men were necessary 



I have been lately told that our Provincial Congress 
have appointed a Committee to confer with you, respect- 
ing the differences which at present subsist between Great 
Britain and her American Colonies ; that they wish to 
make you their friends, and treat with you for that purpose ; 
to convince you, by facts and argumentation, that it is ne- 
cessary that every inhabitant of this Colony should con- 
cur in such measures as may, through the aid of a super- 
intending Providence, remove those evils under which this 
Continent is at present depressed. 

The substance of the present contest, as far as my abili- 
ties serve me to comprehend it, is, simply, whether the 



for the defence of this Kingdom, should now, when Bri- Parliament of Great Britain shall have the liberty to take 

tain, at her own expense, offered to replace the forces which away your property without your consent. It seems clear 

the exigency of affairs called abroad, should reject the prof- and obvious to me that it is wrong and dangerous they 

fered favour. should have such a pow T er; and that if they are able to 

On the other hand, it was contended by Mr. Redmond carry this into execution, no man in this Country has any 

Morres, Mr. Vice-Treasurer Flood, Mr. Hussey, Mr. Yel- property which he may safely call his own. Adding to the 

verton, Mr. Bushe, Mr. Boyle Roche, &.c, that the intro- absurdity of a people's being taxed by a body of men at 

duction of foreign troops into this Kingdom was a dangerous least three thousand miles distant, we need only observe 

measure, pregnant with ruin to the liberty of this country, that their views and sentiments are opposite to ours, their 

What would be the consequence when this House would manners of living so different that nothing but confusion, 

find themselves surrounded by foreign mercenaries, who, injustice, and oppression could possibly attend it. If ever 



not being paid by them, would not be under their com- 
mand ? That these troops, unacquainted with either the 
language or manners of the people, would be equally unfit 
for garrison or country duty ; that it would be exposing 
the weakness of this Kingdom, and when these troops re- 
turned home, its defenceless situation would be the topick 
in all the coffee-houses on the Continent ; that when the 
Regiments remaining here, after the four thousand men 
were gone, would be complete, we should have eight thou- 
sand men in the Kingdom — a force, until the late augmen- 
tation, thought sufficient for its defence, ever since the year 



we are justly and righteously taxed, it must be by a set of 
men who, living amongst us, have an interest in the soil, 
and who are amenable to us for all their transactions. 

It. was not to become slaves you forsook your native 
shores. Nothing could have buoyed you up against the 
prepossessions of nature and of custom, but a desire to fly 
from tyranny and oppression. Here you found a Country 
with open arms ready to receive you ; no persecuting land- 
lord to torment you ; none of your property exacted from 
you to support court favourites and dependants. Under 
these circumstances, your virtue and your interest were 



1690, though two foreign wars, and two rebellions in Great equally securities for the uprightness of your conduct; yet, 



Britain, had happened since that time; that the payment 
of twelve thousand men being already provided this ses- 
sion, the saving of near two hundred thousand pounds in 
the two years would be only putting the means of corrup- 
tion into the hands of Administration. Lastly, Mr Ogle 
observed that there was an effectual and constitutional 
method of defence and security, by a national militia ; that 
two hundred men thus raised in every County, would be 
a sufficient force to answer every purpose. 

Mr. Flood adopted the idea of a militia, and showed i 
was a favourite wish of his to see it carried into execution. 

Several amendments to the Resolution were proposed, but 
all rejected without a division. It being now eleven o'clock 
at ni"ht, the question on the Resolution itself was put, when 
there appeared, ayes, for the Resolution, 68; noes 106: 
majority 38. 

Mr. Ogle then moved that the following Resolution be 
agreed to, in lieu of the rejected one: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
a Militia not exceeding six thousand men is necessary for 
the defence of this Kingdom. 

It being now too late to enter into the merits of this 
question, it was agreed the Committee should report the 
Resolution they had agreed to last Saturday, and ask leave 
to sit again. 



TO THE EMIGRANTS LATELY ARRIVED FROM THE HIGH- 
LANDS OF SCOTLAND. 

WiUkmsburgh, November 23, 1775. 

Friends and Countrymen : A native of the same island, 
and on the same side of the Tweed with yourselves, begs, 
for a few moments, your serious attention. A regard 
for your happiness, and the security of your posterity, are 
the only motives that could have induced me to occupy 
your time by an epistolatory exhortation. How far I may 
fall short of the object I have thus in view, becomes me 
not to surmise. The same claim, however, has he to 
praise (though, perhaps,*never equally rewarded) who en- 
deavours to do good, as he who has the happiness to effect 
his purpose. I hope, therefore, no views of acquiring 
popular fame, no partial or circumscribed motives, will be 
attributed to me from this attempt. If this, however, should 
be the case, I have the consolation to know that I am not 
the first, of many thousands, who have been censured un- 
justly. 



independent of these motives, inducements are not want- 
ing to attach you to the cause of liberty. No people are 
better qualified than you, to ascertain the value of freedom. 
They only can know its intrinsick worth who have had the 
misery of being deprived of it. 

From the clemency of the English Nation you have 
little to expect ; from the King and his Ministers still less. 
You and your forefathers have fatally experienced the ma- 
lignant barbarity of a despotick court. You cannot have 
forgot the wanton acts of unparalleled cruelty committed 
during the reign of Charles II. Mercy and justice were then 
strangers to your land, and your countrymen found but in 
the dust a sanctuary from their distresses. The cries of 
age, and the concessions of youth, were uttered but to be 
disregarded ; and equally with and without the formalities of 
law, were thousands of the innocent and deserving ushered 
to an untimely grave. The cruel and unmerited usage 
given to the Duke of Argyle, in that reign, cannot be jus- 
tified or excused. No language can paint the horrors of 
this transaction ; description falters on her way, and, lost in 
the labyrinth of sympathy and wo, is unable to perform 
the duties of her function. This unhappy nobleman had 
always professed himself an advocate for the Government 
under which he lived, and a friend to the reigning monarch. 
Whenever he deviated from these principles, it must have 
been owing to the strong impulses of honour, and the re- 
gard he bore to the rights of his fellow-creatures. " It 
were endless, as well as shocking, (says an elegant writer,) 
to enumerate all the instances of persecution, or, in other 
words, of absurd tyranny, which at this time prevailed in 
Scotland. Even women were thought proper objects on 
whom they might exercise their ferocious and wanton dis- 
positions ; and three of that sex, for refusing to sign some 
test drawn up by tools of Administration, were devoted, 
without the solemnity of a trial, to a lingering and painful 
death." 

I wish, for the sake of humanity in general, and the 
royal family in particular, that I could throw a veil over 
the conduct of the Duke of Cumberland after the last re- 
bellion. The indiscriminate punishments which he held 
out equally to the innocent and the guilty, are facts of no- 
toriety much to be lamented. The intention may possibly, 
in some measure, excuse, though nothing can justify the 
barbarity of the measure. 

Let us, then, my countrymen, place our chief depen- 
dance on our virtue, and, by opposing the standard of des- 
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potism on its first appearance, secure ourselves against those 
aits in which a contrary conduct will undoubtedly plunge 
us. I will venture to say, that there is no American so 
unreasonable as even to wish you to take the field against 
your friends from the other side of the Atlantick. All they 
expect or desire from you is, to remain neutral, and to con- 
tribute your proportion of the expenses of the war. This 
will be sufficient testimony of your attachment to the cause 
they espouse. As you participate of the blessings of the 
soil, it is but reasonable that you should bear a proportion- 
able part of the disadvantages attending it. 

To the virtuous and deserving among the Americans, 
nothing can be more disagreeable than national reflections ; 
they are, and must be, in the eyes of every judicious man, 
odious and contemptible, and bespeak a narrowness of soul 
which the virtuous are strangers to. Let not, then, any 
disrespectful epithets which the vulgar and illiterate may 
throw out, prejudice you against them ; and endeavour to 
observe this general rule, dictated at least by humanity, 
" that he is a good man who is engaged in a good cause." 

Your enemies have said you are friends to absolute 
monarchy and despotism, and that you have offered your- 
selves as tools in the hands of Administration, to rivet the 
chains forging for your brethren in America. I hope and 
think my knowledge of you authorizes the assertion that 
you are friends to liberty, and the natural and avowed ene- 
mies of tyranny and usurpation. All of you, I doubt not, 
came into the Country with a determined resolution of 
finishing here your days ; nor dare I doubt but that, fired 
with the best and noblest species of human emulation, you 
would wish to transmit to the rising generation that best of 
all patrimonies, the legacy of freedom. 

Private views, and offers of immediate reward, can only 
operate on base and unmanly minds. That soul in which 
the love of liberty ever dwelt must reject, with honest in- 
dignation, every idea of preferment, founded on the ruins 
of a virtuous and deserving people. I would have you 
look up to the Constitution of Britain as the best and 
surest safeguard to your liberties. Whenever an attempt 
is made to violate its fundamental principles, every effort 
becomes laudable which may tend to preserve its natural 
purity and perfection. 

The warmest advocates for Administration have candour 
sufficient to admit that the people of Great Britain have 
no right to tax America. If they have not, for what are 
they contending? It will, perhaps, be answered, for the 
dignity of Government. Happy would it be for those who 
advance this doctrine to consider, that there is more real 
greatness and genuine magnanimity in acknowledging an 
error, than in persisting in it. Miserable must that state 
be, whose rulers, rather than give up a little punctilio, 
would endanger the lives of thousands of its subjects in a 
quarrel, the injustice and impropriety of which is univer- 
sally acknowledged. If the Americans wish for any thing 
more than is set forth in the Address of the last Congress 
to the King and people of Great Britain — if independence 
is their aim — by removing their real grievances, their arti- 
ficial ones (if any they should avow) will soon appear, and 
with them will their cause be deserted by every friend to 
limited monarchy, and by every well-wisher to the interest 
of America. I have endeavoured, in this uncultivated 
homespun essay, to avoid prolixity as much as possibly I 
could. I have aimed at no flowers of speech, no touches 
of rhetorick, which are too often made use of to amuse, 
and not to instruct or persuade the understanding. I have 
no views but your good, and the credit of the Country from 
whence you came. 

In case Government should prevail, arid be able to tax 
America without the least show of representation, it would 
be to me a painful reflection to think, that the children of 
the land to which I owe my existence, should have been 
the cause of plunging millions into perpetual bondage. 

If we cannot be of service to the cause, let us not be 
an injury to it. Let us view this Continent as a country 
marked out by the great God of nature as a receptacle 
for distress, and where the industrious and virtuous may 
range in the fields of freedom, happy under their own fig- 
trees, freed from a swarm of petty tyrants, who disgrace 
countries the most polished and civilized, and who more 
particularly infest that region from whence you came. 

Scotius Americanus. 



ELIZABETH CITY COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Hampton, November 23, 1775. 

The following gentlemen were chosen a Committee for 
the County of Elizabeth City, and Town of Hampton, 
agreeable to an ordinance of the late Colony Convention 
in that case made and provided, viz: John Tabb, George 
fVray, John Allen, Miles King, Augustine Moore, Ed- 
ward Cooper, Wilson Miles Cary, IVcstivood Armistead, 
John King, Joseph Cooper, William Mallory, Simon llol- 
lier, George Booker, James Wallace Baylaj, John Par- 
sons, Henry King, Jacob Wray, John Jones, 'William Ros- 
coiv Wilson Curie, John Cary, and Moseley Armistcad, 
gentlemen. 

William Roscoiv Wilson Curie, Esq., was unanimously 
chosen Chairman, and Robert Bright, gentleman, unani- 
mously chosen Clerk. 

William RoscowWilsonC uric, Wilson Miles Cary, Miles 
King, Jacob Wray, and John King, gentlemen, were chosen 
a Committee of Correspondence ; and William Roscoiv Wil- 
son Curie, Wilson Miles Cary, Miles King, and John Cary, 
■gentlemen, appointed Deputies to attend the District Com- 
mittee. < R n /-,,," 

Hubert Bbjght, Clerk. 

FAIRFAX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE TO THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 
Fairfax County, Virginia, November 23, 1775. 

Sir : The Committee of this County, informed of the 
present scarcity of salt in this Colony in general, and in 
this part of it in particular, sensible of the difficulty, per- 
haps impracticability of procuring it, if not done this winter, 
and apprehensive of the great distress and discontent that 
the want of this necessary article may occasion among the 
people, as well as the impossibility of furnishing proper 
provisions for the regiments of minute-men and draughts 
from our militia which may be called into service next 
spring, have directed us to apply to the honourable the 
Continental Congress, praying them to encourage the im- 
portation of salt, either by permitting the exportation of 
country produce in return, in such manner as is allowed 
upon the importation of military stores, or iff such other 
manner as that honourable Board shall judge best. We 
beg leave, Sir, through you, to lay this request, as a matter 
of the utmost importance to the good people of this Colo- 
ny and the publick service, before the gentlemen of the 
Congress ; and are, with the greatest respect, Sir, your 
most obedient servants, 

G. Mason, John Carlyle, 

John Dalton, John Muir, 
Wm. Ramsay, James Kirk, 
Committee of Correspondence for Fairfax County. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the 
Congress in Philadelphia. 

Williamsburgli, November 23, 1775, 

Mr. Purdie : Permit a farmer, more versed in matters 
of husbandry than politicks, but anxious for the success of 
America, in the present contest with Great Britain, to lay 
before the publick some plain observations relating to our 
commercial opposition. We have seen the non-importation 
agreement zealously supported, and generally submitted to. 
The non-exportation has now taken place, and demands 
our vigilant attention. In the prosecution of this mea- 
sure, success is almost certain. In war, the event is doubt- 
ful ; and the measure, however just, to be lamented by the 
friends of humanity and their country. It has been shown, 
it can be demonstrated, that the direct and circuitous com- 
merce of Britain with her Colonies amounts to more than 
a third of her whole trade. Deprive her of this great and 
constant stream of wealth, and you hazard her bankruptcy. 
No country upon earth can, at tills time, furnish the ma- 
terials Great Britain used to draw from her Colonies, and 
which afforded such ample employment for her ingenious 
artists. Where can she suddenly find a vent for the lar^e 
quantities of manufactures America used to consume ? New 
channels of commerce are not hastily opened. In this 
operation, other States, now in possession of the business, 
must be supplanted. In her American trade, Britain stood 
alone and unrivalled. For many years past, great part of 
Europe has depended on America for bread. Ireland has 
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been greatly beholden to her, and Great Britain not a lit- 
tle. I would not be understood to insinuate that Great 
Britain does not produce grain enough for her own use. 
I know that generally she doth, and to spare ; but it is well 
known, that, for a number of years past, Britain hath not 
yielded her usual abundance, or foreign demand has been 
so great as to encourage large expoits ; otherwise the price 
of wheat would not, communions amris, fluctuate between 
five shillings and six pence and eight shillings per bushel, 
and sometimes, in particular counties, higher. In the best 
years, Britain does not produce more grain than sufficient 
to feed her inhabitants fifteen or sixteen months, and in 
unfavourable years, she has little or none to spare. Sup- 
pose, then, a total stop of American wheat and flour. What 
will probably be the consequence ? The probable conse- 
quence will be, an increased demand for those articles in 
the different markets of Europe; the increased demand 
creates competition ; competition raises the price, (already 
the subject of complaint,) bread being extravagantly dear, 
trade languishing, and a number of hands are idle for want 
of the employment afforded by the American commerce. 
Discontent, clamour, and commotion will ensue. These 
consequences naturally beget each other, and will inevita- 
bly happen, if the American produce is kept from market 
six months. 1 bring not under consideration the conse- 
quence of this measure to the inhabitants of the fVest- 
Lidia Islands, whose existence as a people depends upon 
supplies from the Continent, and in whose prosperity Bri- 
tain is deeply interested. Had the last proved a bad year 
of harvest in Europe, the consideration, under a stop of 
American exports, would be truly afflicting to every bene- 
volent mind. As, therefore, so much depends on our keep- 
ing the American produce from market, let us show we 
have the virtue to make the sacrifice, and decline selling 
our commodities, unless for internal consumption ; but, lest 
there should be among us those who, preferring private in- 
terest to publick good, shall dispose of their provisions to 
enterprising traders, the Committees of the several Coun- 
ties and Corporations should exert their authority in pre- 
venting such practices, by prohibiting any of these articles 
from being water-borne, which will effectually suppress the 
mischief. In this measure, however, the confederated Co- 
lonies should act in concert; for which purpose something 
of the sort should come recommended from the Congress, 
if the Delegates think the temper of their constituents will 
bear the restriction ; otherwise, it would be partial, injurious, 
and ineffectual. 



JOHN ADAMS TO JAMES OTIS. 

Philadelphia, November 23, 1775. 

Sir: I had the honour of your letter of November 11th, 
by express, and am very sorry to learn that any difference 
of sentiment has arisen between the two honourable Houses 
respecting the militia bill, as it is so necessary, at this criti- 
cal moment, for the publick service. 

If I was of opinion that any resolution of the Congress, 
now in force, was against the claim of the honourable 
House, as the honourable Board have proposed that we 
should lay the question before Congress, I should think it 
my duty to do it. But it appears to me that, supposing 
the two resolutions to clash, the last ought to be considered 
as binding; and as, by this, it is left in the "discretion of 
the Assembly either to adopt the foregoing resolutions, in 
the whole or in part, or to continue their former, as they, on 
consideration of all circumstances, shall think fit," I think 
it plain that the honourable Board may comply with the 
desire of the honourable House, if, in their discretion, they 
think fit. I am the more confirmed in the opinion that it 
is unnecessary to lay this matter before Congress, as they 
have lately advised the Colonies of New- Hampshire and 
one more, if they think necessary, to establish such forms 
of Government as they shall judge best calculated to pro- 
mote the happiness of the people. Besides, the Congress 
are so pressed with business, and engaged upon questions 
of greater moment, that I should be unwilling, unless in a 
case of absolute necessity, to interrupt them by a question 
of this kind, not to mention that I would not wish to make 
known so publickly and extensively that a controversy had 
so soon arisen between the branches of our new Govern- 
ment. 1 have had frequent consultations with my col- 



leagues, since the receipt of your letter, upon this subject ; 
but, as we are not unanimous, 1 think it my duty to write 
my private sentiments as soon as possible. 11 either of 
my colleagues shall think fit to propose the question to 
Congress, I shall there give my candid opinion, as I have 
done to you. 

1 have the honour to be, with great respect to the hon- 
ourable Board, Sir, your most obedient and very humble 

servant > _ John Adams. 

The Hon. James Otis, Esq. 

SAMUEL ADAMS TO JAMES OTIS, 

Philadelphia, November 23, 1775. 

Sir: Having very maturely considered your letter of 
the 11th of November, written in the name and by order 
of the honourable the Council of Massachusetts-Bay, and 
directed to the Delegates of that Colony, I beg leave to 
offer it as my opinion, that the resolve of Congress, passed 
on the 9th of July last, must be superseded by the subse- 
quent resolve of the 8th of July following, so far as they 
appear to militate with each other. By the last of these 
resolves, the Conventions or Assemblies of the several 
Colonies, annually elective, are, at their discretion, either 
to adopt the method therein pointed out, for the regu- 
lation of their militia, either in whole or in part, or to con- 
tinue their former regulations, as they, on consideration of 
all circumstances, shall think fit. It therefore seems to 
me manifest that the honourable Council are under no re- 
straint from yielding to the honourable House a voice with 
them in the choice of the militia officers in the Colony. I 
am prevailed upon to believe that this is the sense of the 
Congress, because they have lately recommended it to the 
Colony of New- Hampshire to set up and exercise Govern- 
ment in such form as they shall judge to be most condu- 
cive to the promotion of peace and good order among 
themselves, without laying them under restrictions of any 
kind. 

As the honourable Board have been pleased to direct us 
to give our opinions, with or without consulting our breth- 
ren of the Congress, I hope I shall be justified, after having 
conferred with my colleagues on the subject, in declining, 
on my part, to have the matter laid before Congress, for 
reasons which were of weight in my mind ; and, indeed, 
1 am of opinion that the Congress jvould not choose to 
take any order of that kind, they having divers limes of 
late declined to determine on matters which concerned the 
internal police of individuals of the United Colonies. It 
is my most ardent wish that a cordial agreement between 
the two Houses may ever subsist, more especially in the 
establishment of the militia, upon which the safety of the 
Colony so greatly depends. 

I am, with all due regards to the honourable Council, 

Sir, your most humble servant, , 

' pamuel Adams. 



THE MONITOR, NO. III. 

New- York, November 23", 1775. 

So great is the infirmity of the human mind, that, even 
in matters of the most intimate concern, men are extremely 
apt to forget circumstances of the greatest moment towards 
the due regulation of their judgment and conduct, or, at best, 
to retain too faint and confused a remembrance of them 
fully to answer that valuable end, their minds being distract- 
ed with the multiplicity of interesting occurrences that con- 
stantly crowd upon their attention, from whence it becomes 
necessary frequently to refresh their memories, in order to 
keep them steady to their purposes, and uniform in their 
sentiments and practices. I shall, therefore, dedicate this 
paper to a compendious review of those events which have 
brought us to a crisis big with the most important conse- 
quences to the future existence of this immeasurable Con- 
tinent. 

It is customary, when one set of men or one society, in 
the prosecution of their ambition or avarice, have adopted 
the intention to usurp the rights and annihilate the privi- 
leges of another, sedulously to seek out some pretext for 
the imputation of. a crime on the devoted victims, by which 
they may seem to have forfeited their rights, and their 
spoilers may at least give a colour of justice to their 
proceedings. But the Parliament of Britain, bolder in 
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iniquity, and inebriated with too copious draughts of their 
own fancied omnipotence, disdained to cloak their project- 
ed peculation by any plausible artifices or specious appear- 
ances whatever ; leaping all the bounds of decency at 
once, without even the slightest surmise of guilt or demerit 
on our part, immediately after the most express acknow- 
ledgments of our affectionate zeal and generosity, they 
proudly proclaimed themselves our masters, the absolute 
disposers of our lives and properties, and attempted, at a 
single blow, to tumble us from the exalted station of free- 
men down to the low level of vassals and slaves. 

The idea of raising a revenue on the Colonies by Par- 
liamentary grants, was first conceived under the adminis- 
tration of that sagacious financier, Mr. Grenville, and was 
given birth to by an act of the fourth of George III, im- 
posing certain duties, as the preamble recites, for " impro- 
ving the revenue of the Kingdom, and for extending and 
securing the navigation and commerce between Great Bri- 
tain and His Majesty's Dominions in America." The 
language of this act was novel, and its principle dangerous 
in the extremest degree; but as men had been habituated 
to regard the power of superintending and regulating the 
trade of the Empire as resident in the Parliament, these 
impositions, which were a real deviation, partly concealed 
themselves under the covert of common and familiar no- 
tions, and did not give such immediate alarm as the nature 
of them in reality required. The publick attention, too, 
was presently engrossed and diverted from the former, by 
that subsequent and more flagrant symptom of an usurped 
authority — the Stamp Act — amid the terrour of which, 
lesser grievances were forgotten or overlooked. 

This act was passed shortly after, and was so obvious in 
its principle, and so burdensome in its exactions, that it forci- 
bly struck the imagination of every man, and inflamed every 
breast with .a desire of opposition. It was easily perceived 
that a resolution had been taken to leave the inhabitants of 
these Colonies not even the shadow of liberty. The preface 
runs thus: "Whereas, by an act made in the last session of 
Parliament, several duties were granted, appropriated, and 
continued, towards defraying the expenses of defending, pro- 
tecting, and* securing the British Colonies and Plantations 
in America; and whereas it is necessary that provision be 
made for raising a further revenue, within your Majesty's 
Dominions jn America, towards defraying the said ex- 
penses; we, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the Commons of Great Britain, have resolved to 
give and grant unto your Majesty the several rates and 
duties hereinafter mentioned," These rates and duties 
were so numerous and exorbitant, that the anxiety of the 
Colonists _was_ stimulated, as well by the apprehension of 
being overburdened and exhausted for the present, as by 
the deplorable prospect of losing all the felicitous advan- 
tages of freedom for the future. In fact, these Colonies 
are not yet advanced to that state of maturity and perfec- 
tion to be capable of supporting any considerable weight of 
taxes, especially in the present confined state of their com- 
merce, and would have been much drained and impover- 
ished by the constant efflux of their little stock through 
such various and extended channels. 

The magnanimous resistance of the Americans, on this 
occasion, deserves the highest acclamations of mankind, 
and the warmest gratitude of posterity. They sent up the 
most respectful petitions to the Throne ; but, like wise 
men, knowing that intentional injuries and oppressions are 
not to be eluded or baffled by the feeble force of suppli- 
catory addresses to the justice and humanity of those from 
whom the evils flow, they corroborated their entreaties, by 
a suspension of those commercial benefits on which the in- 
terests of Britain so much depend. The Ministry, little 
prepared for such an event, were confounded and abashed. 
They were obliged, though with all the reluctance and 
chagrin of disappointed avarice, to recede from their dar- 
ling scheme, and, with an awkward grace, instead of ad- 
mitting the justice and propriety of our complaints, which 
must have restrained their future sallies, they founded a 
repeal of the act solely upon the principle of inexpedi- 
ence,' because "the continuance of it would be attended 
with many inconveniences, and might be productive of 
consequences greatly detrimental to the commercial inter 
rests of the Kingdoms."* 

* See 6th of George III, Chapter xi. 



But to give us the fullest conviction that Parliament in- 
tended not to resign any part of her claims in our favour, 
the famous declaratory act was passed immediately upon 
the back of the repeal, expressly asserting, that " several 
of the Houses of Representatives in His Majesty's Colo- 
nies and Plantations in America had of late, against law, 
claimed to themselves, or to the General Assemblies of the 
same, the sole and exclusive right of imposing duties and 
taxes, upon His Majesty's subjects in the said Colonies and 
Plantations, Sic. ; and that the King in Parliament had, 
and of right ought to have, full power and authority to 
make laws and statutes of sufficient force and validity to 
bind the Colonies and people of America in all cases what- 
soever.*" 

The claim deemed exceptionable by this act is an ex- 
clusive right of taxation to our General Assemblies, which 
is said to be " against law," " derogatory to the legislative 
authority of Parliament, and inconsistent with the depen- 
dency of the Colonies on the Crown of Great, Britain;" 
and in consequence thereof, it is rejected in the most per- 
emptory terms, by a declaration of Parliamentary right to 
bind us in all cases whatsoever. 

What is the most natural construction that ought to be 
put upon this claim of unlimited domination? If there was 
no design to exercise it, where was the policy of holding it 
out, as it were, in terrorem to the people of America 1 Why 
so inflexibly tenacious of an abstract inefficient right, never 
intended to be made use of, as some men preposterously 
affect to consider it ? At a time when the deepest jealous- 
ies and discontents had been fomented, would it not have 
been prudent and politick to have maintained a profound 
silence concerning such tremendous pretensions, which must 
necessarily keep up a suspicious, apprehensive, and dissa- 
tisfied temper in the Colonies? It is evident this act was 
designed as a publick testimony against the exemption de- 
manded by us from the taxing power assumed by the Bri- 
tish Legislature, with a view to some future _exertions of 
it; and if we could have entertained any doubt of this at 
first, the succeeding statute, enacted in the 7th of George 
HI, must be regarded as a clear and unambiguous solution 
of it. 

" Whereas it inexpedient that a revenue should be raised 
in your Majesty's Dominions in America, for making a more 
certain and adequate provision for defraying the charge of 
administration of justice, and the support of civil Govern- 
ment, and towards further defraying the expenses of de- 
fending, protecting, and securing the said Dominions: we 
the Commons of Great Britain, have resolved to give and 
grant," fee. This is the beginning of the act imposing 
duties on red and white lead, painters' colours, teas, and 
paper, where the pernicious principle of taxation which 
pervades the two former is equally predominant. The pur- 
pose of raising an American revenue, or, which is perfectly 
the same thing, of taxing us, is open and avowed. All 
that perplexity and obscurity in which the minds of some 
men seem to be involved respecting the true nature of this 
act, is the result either of extreme ignorance or of extreme 
hypocrisy. It needs no comment, but explains itself. It 
is confessedly designed to raise a revenue; and every im- 
position for that purpose, whether port duty, excise, poll- 
tax, or land-tax, is equally to be ranked under the general 
head of taxes, and is constantly and familiarly mentioned 
as such by all historians and political writers. 

Administration expected, that by varying the mode and 
making it less offensive, by being less cumbrous and more 
remote in its operation, we might be unwarily detached 
from a punctual adherence to principles, and might, in that 
way, be gradually brought to submit to taxation in its full- 
est latitude. But we were more clear-sighted and cau- 
tious than was supposed. We viewed the act in its proper 
colours, and opposed it with suitable vigour, firmness, and 
spirit. The expedient employed on the preceding occa- 
sion was again revived ; our imports ceased, and redress 
in pari attended it. Had we still discontinued them, it is 
possible we might have been completely successful, and by 
improving a favourable conjuncture might have obtained'a 
satisfactory and permanent adjustment of the dispute. 

In the partial revocation of this act, the ground of inex- 
pedience is still maintained, and the claim and exercise of 
taxation still preserved. The duties on all the articles 

* Chap. xii. 
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except tea, were withdrawn ; because " the said duties, in so 
far as they affect the produce and manufacture of Great 
Britain, tend to the prejudice and discouragement thereof, 
and are, therefore, contrary to the true principles of com- 
merce." This reason did not extend to the article of lea, 
which is a foreign production ; and therefore it was re- 
solved to reserve the duty upon that, as an indication that 
the others were not repealed with any design to forego the 
arrogated right of taxing us, but with a view to some 
further more insidious attempts upon our liberties. 

The progressive evolutions of this execrable scheme shall 
be traced in my next paper. In the mean time, suffice it 
to observe, that one soul animates these and every succes- 
sive act of Administration— a desire to enslave this Country, 
and eat up the fruits of our industry in an endless train of 
taxes. 

COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS TO JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT. 

Albany, November 23, 1775. 

Sir : We arrived the 16th, in the evening, at New- 
Windsor, having been detained part of a day by Baird. 
The morning following we rowed down the river about 
eight miles, to the fortress in the Highlands, where we spent 
the day in making such observations as we thought would 
be of most use to the. Congress, and wish our time would 
have permitted us to render them more perfect, without in- 
terfering wilh the other commissions with which we have 
been honoured. 

We found the fortress in the care of Messrs. Bedlow, 
Grencll, and Lawrence, whom the Convention of New- 
Yorkhad appointed Commissioners (o superintend the work, 
which was carried on under the direction of Mr. Romans, 
agreeable to his plan presented to the Congress. 

The garrison consisted of one hundred men, being the re- 
mainder of two Companies from which draughts were made 
to complete those that were sent up to the northward while 
they continued recruiting; exclusive of these, there were 
al the fortress twenty-seven carpenters, sixteen masons, two 
smiths, and fifty-nine labourers, a clerk, and a steward. 

We must own that we found the fort in a less defensible 
situation than vye. had reason to expect, owing chiefly to 
an injudicious disposition of the labour, which has hitherto 
been bestowed on the barracks, the block-house, and the 
southwest curtain. This Mr. Romans assured us would be 
finished inaweek, and would mount fourteen cannon ; but, 
when completed, we consider as very insufficient in itself 
to answer the purpose of defence, though it is doubtless 
necessary to render the whole fortification perfect ; but as 
it is the least useful, we think it should have been last fin- 
ished ; it does not command the reach to the southward, nor 
can it injure a vessel turning the West Point; and after she 
has got round, a small breeze or even the tide, will enable 
a ship to pass the curtain in a few minutes. The principal 
strength of the fortress will consist in the south bastion, on 
which no labour has as yet been bestowed ; a vessel turn- 
ing the point is immediately exposed to its fire. The 
platform of this will be raised fifty-seven feet above high 
water mark, when completed, which gives it an elevation 
of about eleven degrees above the guns of a vessel at the 
West Point, supposing she carries them twelve feet above 
the surface of the water, according to Mr. Romans' s account. 
On ibis bastion Jt is proposed to mount eleven heavy can- 
non. The block-hoiise is finished, and has six four-pound- 
ers mounted. in .it, and is at present the only strength of the 
fortress. The .barracks consist of fourteen rooms, each of 
which may contain thirty men ; but they are not yet com- 
pleted, for want of bricks with which to run up the chim- 
neys. 

The fortress is unfortunately commanded by all the grounds 
about it, and is much exposed to an attack by land ; but the 
most obvious defect is, that the grounds on the West Point 
are higher than the fortress, behind which point an enemy 
may land without the least danger. In order to render the 
pass impassable, it seems necessary that this place should 
be occupied, and batteries thrown up on the opposite shore, 
where they may be erected with little expense, as the earth 
is said to be pretty free from stone, This will indeed ren- 
der our work very expensive ; but we fear nothing short of 
it will be sufficient to avajl us of the winding of the river. 
Mr. Romans informs us of a place, about four rniles lower 



down the river, which is free from the inconveniency we 
have mentioned, and where the elevation is much greater. 
Had we had more time, we should have gone and exam- 
ined it. 

We would submit to the Congress whether it may not 
be proper to send some persons, better versed in those mat- 
ters than we are, to take an accurate survey of the High- 
lands, and to pitch on those spots on which batteries may 
be most cheaply, expeditiously, and advantageously raised.. 

We found at the fortress, eight nine-pounders and six 
carriages; forty-two six-pounders, and eighteen carriages; 
sixteen four-pounders and four carriages ; five three-pound- 
ers, one hundred and one nine-pound shot, one hundred 
and eighty six-pound shot, one hundred and forty four-pound 
shot, forty-three double headed six-pound shot, nineteen 
double headed four-pound shot; cannon cartridges: four 
hundred of nine-pound, four hundred of six-pound, eighty- 
eight of four-pound ; one hundred and eighty-five pounds of 
match; one hundred pounds of rnusket balls; one hundred 
pounds of grape shot; one hundred and seventy pounds of 
powder. 

These are all the particulars which our short stay at the 
fort enabled us to collect. We offer our own sentiments, in 
matters with which we are so little acquainted, with the 
greatest diffidence, and submit them implicitly to the Con- 
gress ; but cannot help wishing, when we consider the im- 
portance of the object, that they would take the opinion 
of those who are capable of giving them more useful infor- 
mation. 

We congratulate you and the Congress in the happy 
success of our arms ; and remain, with the greatest respect, 
your and their most obedient humble servants, 

Robert R. Livingston, 
Robert Treat Paine, 
John Langdon. 

P. S. W T e propose to set out to-morrow for Ticonderoga. 



WILLIAM WATSON TO STEPHEN MOYLAN. 

Plymouth, November 23, 1775. 

Sir: Your favours of the 16th and 17th instant came 
to hand ; that of the 16th, directing me to deliver to Charles 
Coffin, &.c, their bedding and wearing apparel, shall be 
punctually complied with. II kite only has as yet applied. I 
shall take every necessary precaution before I deliver any 
article to them. 1 have received the seven half joes of 
Captain Coit, and shall add them to the sales of the cargo, 
and shall, when completed, forward the accounts to his 
Excellency General Washington. 

You are pleased to ask my opinion relative to giving' 
prisoners the cash found in their pockets. It really ap- 
pears to me that there can be no general rule established 
for this matter. Circumstances may make that mode of con- 
duct proper, which, admitting other circumstances, would 
be very injurious to the publick interest ; add to this the un- 
certainty whether the cash found in the pockets of prison- 
ers belongs to themselves or to the cargoes. His Excel- 
lency can, if he thinks proper, refer matters of this nature 
to Committees of Inspection, who will be most likely to 
come at circumstances. 

Captain Coit has had much difficulty, and has been 
greatly perplexed with an uneasy set of fellows, who have 
got soured by the severity of the season, and are longing 
for the leeks and onions of Connecticut. He has, through 
his difficulties, conducted well ; I think no man could have 
managed better. He, with Captain Martindale, sailed this 
morning, and are now out of sight. It is fine weather, and 
I hope soon to be able in some measure to alleviate his 
Excellency's anxiety respecting them, by giving him some 
good accounts of their success. Captain Coit has got some 
men from these parts, who are pilots, and can take charge 
of any prizes he may take. The severe cold weather has 
very much retarded our getting these vessels to sea, but it 
is a consolation to think that this same severe weather has 
put back supplies from England, and that we are as likely 
to meet with them now as if we had sailed a fortnight 
sqoner, 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

William Watson. 
Stephen Moylan, Esq. 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 
In Committee of Safety at Portsmouth, November 23, 1775. 

This may certify that Mr. John Slavers has been before 
us ; declared that he believed the late acts of the British 
Parliament, complained of by the Americans, to be uncon- 
stitutional and unjust ; and that he was determined, to the 
utmost of his power, to oppose them, and join with the 
people of this Colony in defending themselves against 
their now declared enemies, or words to the like purpose. 
Therefore, this Committee are of opinion that he ought not 
to be molested or hindered from his business by any per- 
son, on suspicion of his being unfriendly to the American 
cause, unless his future conduct should give occasion 
therefor. 

ADDRESS OF THE TOWN OF AXBRIDGE. 

Address of the Recorder, Alderman, Burgesses, and 
principal Inhabitants of the Town of Acbridge, in. the 
County of Somerset, presented to His Majesty by Thomas 
Hotchkin, Esq., Recorder of the said Town. 

The dutiful Address of the Recorder, Alderman, Bur- 
gesses, and principal Inhabitants of the Town of Ax- 
bridge, in the County of Somerset. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

At a time when we think every individual who has en- 
joyed the happiness of your Majesty's paternal care should 
stand forth in vindication of those measures which, we doubt 
not, are the result of sound and good policy, however mis- 
represented by wicked, designing, and factious men, re- 
ceive, Sire, this dutiful Address of your Majesty's ancient 
and loyal Corporation of the Borough of Axbridge, who 
lament, even unto sadness, that, at a time when the success 
of your Majesty's arms had gained, and the wisdom of your 
Councils had taught us to look up to the blessings of a long 
and lasting peace, a set of fratricides should have arisen up 
among your own people, who wish to destroy that happi- 
ness of which they cannot partake ; men, whose circum- 
stances being wretched, whose expectations still worse, hope 
to gain, from anarchy and confusion, that relief which de- 
cency and order never can afford them. 

The conduct of your Majesty's American subjects is 
painful to the feelings of the human heart ; that those who 
ought to have been the first to have stood forth to vindicate 
the honour of your Majesty's crown, and the happiness of 
their fellow-subjects in Great Britain, should, wantonly and 
unprovoked, exert the first efforts of their strength to wound 
the breast which warmed them into the power to hurt, is 
an extreme of wickedness unknown to past times and 
Countries. 

Sensible of the blessings we have ourselves enjoyed under 
your Majesty's most excellent Government, trusting that 
our posterity may be as happy and blessed in your royal 
descendants as we have been in you, may it please your 
Majesty to be assured of our inviolable attachment and 
loyalty to your person and family, and to our present Con- 
stitution, both in church and state ; for the support of which 
we will most cheerfully contribute every assistance in our 
power, conscious that whatever we may advance will be 
received as humble clews from the earth, and returned in 
showers of plenty and increase. 

We are, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty's 
ever dutiful subjects. 



and protect the persons and properties of all friends to 
America, and not wantonly to damage or destroy the pro- 
perly of any person whatsoever. 
By order of the Committee : 

Edmund Pendleton, President. 
November 24, 1775. 



VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

A Declaration. 

Whereas divers reports have been propagated, that the 
Army destined to guard and protect the inhabitants of the 
Counties of Norfolk and Princess Anne, and the parts ad- 
jacent, were empowered and directed lo destroy the houses 
and properties of particular persons in some of the Towns 
in those parts, who have been justly alarmed by such false 
and malicious reports : In order, therefore, to do justice 
to the publick in general, and to satisfy all private persons 
in particular, the Committee of Safety think it necessary 
to declare, in the most solemn manner, that the abovemen- 
tioned reports have been propagated without having the 
least foundation in truth, it having been determined, and 
the Army aforesaid being instructed, particularly to support 



FREDF.RICK COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE TO THE PRE- 
SIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read December 1, 1775.] 
Frederick County, Maryland, November 24, 1775. 

Sir: I am directed, by the Committee of this County, 
to transmit to you copies of the examinations of Allan Ca- 
meron, John Smith, John Connolly, and a letter to one Gib- 
son, from Connolly, and Lord Dunmort's speech to White 
Eyes, and proposals by Connolly, to General Gage, for rais- 
ing an army for the destruction of the liberties of the Colo- 
nies. Any orders relative to the prisoners will be strictly 
observed, the Committee and inhabitants of this County 
being determined to pursue every -measure which the Con- 
gress may recommend to them as necessary for the pre- 
servation of these Colonies, at this time of imminent dan- 
ger. 

1 am, very respectfully, Sir, your most humble servant, 
John Hanson, Jun., Chairman, 
The Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Congress. 

In Committee Chamber, Fredericktown, Maryland, ] 
November 23, 1775. \ 

Allan Cameron, Dr. John Smith, and John Connolly, 
being taken into custody, were brought before the Commit- 
tee, and the following examinations were taken. 

Allan Cameron, a native of Scotland, which he left for 
an affair of honour, and came to Virginia with an inten- 
tion to purchase back lands, and intended to go to Hender- 
son for that purpose ; but finding it difficult to pass through 
the back country, encouraged by Lord Dunmore and pro- 
mise of advancement, he agreed to accept a commission as 
First Lieutenant in the Regiment to be raised by Colonel 
Connolly. 

Dr. John Smith, a native of Scotland, left Charles Coun- 
ty, Maryland, for political reasons, and intended to go to 
the Mississippi; but finding it impracticable, he returned 
to Norfolk; and being induced by Lord Dunmore, with 
promises of preferment, he accepted the appointment of 
Surgeon to Colonel Connolly's Regiment. 

John Connolly, a native of Lancaster County, Pennsyl- 
vania, admits his letter to Gibson, a copy being shown him. 
He went, the 25th of July, from Fort Dunmore to Lord 
Dunmore, and delivered him proposals in substance the 
same with that found in his possession, and in his hand- 
writing. That he was sent by Lord Dunmore to General 
Gage, with letters and his proposals to Gage ; that he left 
Boston the 14th or 15th of September, and returned to 
Lord Dunmore in the middle of October; that he brought 
instructions from General Gage to Lord Dunmore, who 
granted him a commission of Lieutenant-Colonel com- 
mandant of a Regiment to be raised in the back parts and 
Canada, with powers to nominate officers, who were to be 
confirmed by Lord Dunmore; that he is now on his way 
to Detroit, where he was to meet his commission and in- 
structions ; that he left Lord Dunmore about ten days ago, 
who had with him one sloop of sixteen guns, and another 
of eighteen ; that the ship in which Lord Dunmore is on 
board is armed with six or eight guns ; that a vessel of 
twenty guns is daily expected from Jamaica; that /o/m 
Smith never was appointed Surgeon; and that he told 
Smith if he was the man he represented himself to be, it 
was possible he would appoint him. 

Resolved, That the said Allan Cameron and John Con- 
nolly be kept in close and safe custody until the orders of 
the Congress be known ; and that the Chairman transmit 
copies of the examinations and papers to the honourable 
the President of the Congress, and to the Conventions or 
Councils of Safety of the Colony of Virginia, and this 
Province. 

Resolved, That Dr. John Smith be kept in custody till 
the further orders of this Committee. 
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Proposals for raising an Army to the Westward, and for 
effectually obstructing a communication between the 
Southern and Northern Governments. 

As I have, by directions from his Excellency Lord Dun- 
more, prepared the Ohio Indians to act in concert with me 
against His Majesty's enemies in that quarter, and have 
also despatched intelligence to the different officers of the 
militia on the frontiers of Augusta County, in Virginia, 
giving them Lord Dunmore's assurance, that such of them 
as shall hereafter evince their loyalty to His "Majesty, by 
putting themselves under my command, when 1 should ap- 
pear amongst them with proper authority for that purpose, 
of a confirmation of titles to their lands, and the quantity 
of three hundred acres to all who should take up arms 
in support of the Constitution, when the present rebellion 
subsided, I will undertake to penetrate through Virginia, 
and join his Excellency Lord Dunmore, at Alexandria, 
early next spring, on the following conditions and autho- 

First. That your Excellency will give me a commission 
to net as Major commandant of such troops as I may raise 
and embody on the frontier, wiih a power to command to 
the westward, and employ such serviceable French and 
English partisans as 1 can engage, by pecuniary rewards 
or otherwise. 

Secondly. That your Excellency will give orders to 
Captain Lord, at the Illinois, to remove himself, with the 
garrison under his command, from Fort George to Detroit, 
by the Auabachc, bringing with him all the artillery, stores, 
Stc, &.c; to facilitate which undertaking, he is to have 
authority to Tiire boats, horses, Frenchmen, Indians, 8ic, 
&c; to proceed with all possible expedition on that route, 
as the weather may occasionally permit, and to put him- 
self under my command on his arrival at Detroit. 

Thirdly. That the Commissary at Detroit shall be em- 
powered to furnish such provisions as I may judge neces- 
sary for the good of the service, and that the commanding 
officer shall be instructed to give every possible assistance 
in encouraging the French and Indians of the settlement 
'lo join me. 

Fourthly. That an officer of artillery be immediately 
sent with me, to pursue such route as 1 may find most ex- 
pedient to gain Detroit, with orders to have such pieces 
of light ordnance as may be thought requisite for the de- 
molishing of Fort Dunmore and Fort Fincastle, if resist- 
ance should be made by the Rebels in possession of those 
garrisons. 

Fifthly. That your Excellency will empower me to 
make such reasonable presents, to the Indian chiefs and 
others, as may urge them to act with vigour in the execu- 
tion of my orders. 

Sixthly. That your Excellency will send to Lord Dun- 
more such arms as may be spared, in order to equip such 
persons as may be willing to serve His Majesty at our 
junction, in the vicinity of Alexandria, &c, Sic. 

If your Excellency judges it expedient for the good of 
the service to furnish me with the authority and other 
requisites I have mentioned, I shall embrace the earliest 
opportunity of setting off for Canada, and shall immedi- 
ately despatch Lord Dunmore's armed schooner, which now 
awaits my commands, with an account of what your Excel- 
lency has done, and that I shall be ready, if practicable, to 
join his Xorrlship by the 20th of April, at Alexandria, 
where the troops under my command may fortify them- 
selves, under cover of the men of war on that station. 

If, on the contrary, your Excellency should not approve 
of what I propose, you will be good enou<rhto immediately 
honour me with your despatches to the Earl of Dunmore, 
that I may return as early as possible. 



Portsmouth, August 9, 1775. 

1 have safely arrived here, and am happy to the greatest 
degree in having so fortunately escaped the narrow inspec- 
tion of my enemies, the enemies to their Country, to good 
order and Government. I should esteem myself defective 
in point of friendship towards you, should I neglect to cau- 
tion you to avoid an over-zealous exertion of what is now 
so ridiculously called patriotick spirit ; but, on the contrary, 
to deport yourself with that moderation for which you have 
been always remarkable, and which must, in this instance, 



tend to your honour and advantage. You may be assured 
from me, Sir, that nothing but the greatest unanimity now 
prevails at home, and that the innovating spirit amongst us 
here is looked upon as ungenerous and undutiful ; and that 
the utmost exertions of the powers of Government, if ne- 
cessary, will be used, to convince the infatuated people of 
their lolly. I could, I assure you, Sir, give you such con- 
vincing proofs of what I assert, and from which every rea- 
sonable person may conclude the effects, that nothing but 
madness could operate upon a man so far as to overlook his 
duty to the present Constitution, and to form unwarrantable 
associations with enthusiasts, whose ill-timed Tolly must 
draw upon them inevitable destruction. 

His Lordship desires you to present his hand to Captain 
White Eyes, and to assure him that he is very sorry that 
he had not the pleasure of seeing him at the treaty, or that 
the situation of affairs prevented him from coming down. 

Believe me, dear Sir, that I have no motive in writing 
my sentiments thus to you, further than to endeavour to 
steer you clear of the misfortunes which, I am confident, 
must involve, but unhappily, too nrany. 

I have sent you an address from the people of Great 
Britain to the people of America, and I desire you to con- 
sider it attentively, which will, I flatter myself, convince 
you of the idleness of many declamations, and of the ab- 
surdity of an intended slavery. 

Give my love to George, and tell him he shall hear from 
me, and 1 hope to his advantage. Interpret the enclosed 
speech to Captain White Eyes, from his Lordship. Be 
prevailed upon to shun the popular error, and judge for 
yourself; act as a good subject, and expect the reward due 
to your services. 

I am, dear Sir, your sincere friend and servant, 

John Connolly. 
To Mr. John Gibson, near Fort Dunmore. 

Brother Captain White Eyes: 

I am glad to hear your good speeches, sent me by Major 
Connolly; and you may be assured I shall put the one end of 
the belt, which you have sent me, into the hands of our 
great King, who will be glad lo hear from his brothers the 
Delaivares, and will take a strong hold of it. You may 
rest satisfied that our foolish young men shall never be per- 
mitted to have your lands ; but, on the contrary, the great 
King will protect you, and preserve you in the possesion 
of them. Our young people in the country have been 
very foolish, and done many imprudent things, for which 
they soon must be sorry, and of which I make no doubt 
they have acquainted you. But I must desire you not to 
listen to them, as they would be willing that you should 
act equally foolish with themselves ; but rather let what 
you hear pass in at one ear and out at the other, so that it 
may make no impression on your heart, until you hear from 
me fully, wdiich will be so soon as I can give further infor- 
mation, who am your friend and brother. 

Captain White Eyes will please to acquaint the Corn 

Stalk with these my sentiments, also, as well the chiefs 

of the Mingocs and the other Six Nations. 

Your sincere friend and elder brother, ,-» 

Dunmore. 

A true copy from the minutes : 

L t pton Sheredine, Clerk pro tern. 



JOHN HANCOCK AND THOMAS CUSHING TO THE COUNCIL OF 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Philadelphia, November 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Mr. Revere, the express, informs us this 
morning he is setting out for home, so tiiat by his return 
we are not able to ^ive you any advice with respect to the 
subject of your letter of the 11th instant. The determi- 
nation of the question referred to in that letter, either one 
way or the other, so nearly affects the interests of, and will 
be so important in its consequences to the Colony we have 
the honour to represent, that we dare not venture our 
opinions what would be the sentiments of Congress upon 
such a measure as the House proposes, and therefore are 
clearly of opinion the matter ought to be laid before the 
Congress, and their sentiments taken upon the same; but 
we have been so crowded with the consideration of so 
many interesting and important matters since Mr. Rcvere's 
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arrival, that there has been no opportunity for this as yet, 

and therefore must defer at present giving you the advice 

you request. Your application for money is now under 

the consideration of a Committee of Congress. 

We conclude, with great respect, your Honours' most 

obedient humble servants, , u 

' John Hancock, 

Thomas Cushing. 
To the Honourable the Council of Massachusetts-Bay. 



WALTER LIVINGSTON TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read November 30, 1775.] 

. Albany, November 24, 1775. 

Sat: Before the receipt of your letter respecting the 
disposition of the prisoners taken at Chambly and St. 
John's, those from the former place were arrived in Con- 
necticut, and there distributed in the several Townships, 
by order of his Honour Governour Trumbull; those taken 
at St. John's were sailed from this about four hours, and 
were ordered to land at Hoffman's, in Dutchess County, 
and to proceed from thence to Canaan, there to be subject 
to the directions of Governour Trumbull. On the receipt 
of the orders from Congress, I immediately wrote, by ex- 
press, to Captain Molt, who commanded the guard, not to 
land the men, but to proceed with his sloop to New- Wind- 
sor, and there disembark them. I was under apprehen- 
sions, if they were suffered to pass our fort in the High- 
lands, they would rise and sail down to the man-of-war; 
therefore ordered them to stop on this side, to prevent 
their passing the fort unnoticed. I sent to the com- 
manding officer in that garrison not to let any sloops pass 
downwards, without previously sending on board, till he 
had an account of the prisoners being landed ; and to send 
the women, children, and baggage to Ambuy, from thence 
to Bordentown and Philadelphia, will save at least three 
hundred Pounds. Captain Molt will want his whole guard 
to march the prisoners through a woody country. 1 there- 
fore ordered him to apply for a party of Minute-Men, to 
be commanded by a Captain, to escort the officers to Leb- 
anon. 

1 sent Captain Mott a copy of my letter and of the re- 
solves of Congress, both of which I desired him to send 
to Governour Trumbull, that he might know why Major- 
General Schuyler's orders were not complied with. Cap- 
tain Mott took with him eight days' provisions, which will 
not be sufficient ; yet, as matters were circumstanced, I 
could not send an additional supply, without detaining 
them, as there was no sloop ready to sail from hence. I 
have requested Captain Mott to put the commissioned 
officers on their parole, according to the first resolve. I 
have ordered two months' provisions, for one thousand men, 
to be landed at the fort in the Highlands, in compliance 
with a late resolve of Congress. 

I am your and the Congress's most obedient and most 
humble servant, 

Walter Livingston, Dep. Com. Gen. 

To the Hon. John Hancock. 

P. S. On receiving my commission, I wrote a letter 
to Congress returning them thanks for the employment ; 
which letter I always imagined they had received, till yes- 
terday, when I was informed by Robert R. Livingston, 
Jun., Esq., one of the members, and to whom 1 enclosed 
it, that it never came to his hands. [ hope none of the 
members will impute my seeming negligence to want of 
respect. 

Yours, &c, W. L. 

JACOB BAYLEY TO COLONEL LITTLE. 

Newbury, November 24, 1775. 

Sir: Means have been taken, I don't doubt, to secure 
the conquest at Canada, and also to connect that Colony 
with ours; yet, as I am nigh to it, and somewhat acquaint- 
ed with that country, would beg leave to let you know my 
thoughts of the matter. I say to you, as I need some 
one of ray acquaintance who may be able to assert my sin- 
cerity, I am not able any other way to improve the one 
talent I have, being settled in so remote a part of the coun- 
try, and since the war applying myself wholly in carrying 
on the settlement of this country, so that of late I have 



had but little acquaintance with gentlemen who now are 
at the head of Colony affairs. 

I must suppose that it will be needful that a body of 
men are the next spring stationed in Canada; for, if the 
whole is not subdued this season, it must be done. If 
taken, must be kept from France, as well as England. 
It would not surprise me, if, after the French had assisted 
us to drive off the Regulars, they should take it out of 
our hands for France. Of what vast importance to us is 
that country, and how easy it is defended ; but one fortress 
commands the whole from any foreign power, and what- 
ever nation or people holds that fortress commands all the 
back settlements of the United Colonies, and the most ex- 
tensive fur and skin trade in the universe: I cannot but 
be thankful. The counsels of our adversaries are turned 
into foolishness, in respect to Canada; for if they had 
taken possession of Quebeck and New-York, with what 
strength they brought to Boston, how would the matter 
have been by this time with the Colonies? But Provi- 
dence has interfered in our behalf. I would not lose so 
precious a jewel as Canada. The great difficulty we have, 
or shall have, to keep it, is for want of a communication, 
by land, into that country, altogether by land ; which 
we may have from the St. John's, which will not exceed 
ninety miles — by which quick intelligence and an army 
may be thrown into that country from this in six days. 
No danger then of a fleet and army from Britain or 
France. We can provide here for any number on their 
march, and when in Canada, there is no want of a road ; 
also will connect these people with ours. Trade might be 
carried on, or proposed, which will secure the trading part. 
Our people, doubtless, are amongst them, which wilt Wear 
out their Popish bigotry; until that is the case, no great 
trust to the French. Supposing we set up for indepen- 
dency, how much value is the fur and skin r trade of that 
vast extensive river, lakes, and country, (doubtless a mil- 
lion a year.) On the whole, considering every circum- 
stance, convenience, and situation, 1 could heartily urge 
that you use your endeavour that such a roarJTae thought 
of and done early, as early as April. I would do ajl in 
my power to forward it. The course from this is nearly 
forty degrees northwest to Montreal. We are sixty miles 
east of Crown Point ; nearly north from Hartford; north- 
west from Boston one hundred and forty miles; from New- 
bury northwesterly one hundred and twenty-five miles ; 
about the same distance from Portsmouth. But the maps 
will inform. Dr. Langton's is a very good one. If you 
remember, it is but two years last October that you, Es- 
quire Stevens, and myself, sent a surveyor, cliainman, &c, 
who measured and marked a road to Missisque Bay ; 
and it is undoubtedly good for a road, so far, which is two- 
thirds of the way. Indeed, our line terminated forty-five 
degrees north latitude. I had thoughts that the road could 
be carried to the east of Missisque Bay. But there is dan- 
ger of drowned land: should it he so, a ferry at the mouth 
of Missisque River, which will be but three-quarters of 
a mile ; cross Windmill Point another ferry of the same 
width; then a good road may be had to Canada, at thirty 
miles distance, about six miles above Montreal. But I 
would, if practicable, make a road without being troubled 
with water. W'ater carriage is good, and answers atv ex- 
cellent end ; but what I would is, that if we have a sud- 
den call from Canada, we may repair thither without any 
hinderance. For suppose Canada to be in our hands next 
May or June, we are certain a fleet and army are in the 
mouth of the St. Lawrence, destined to reduce Quebeck. 
An army sufficient to repel might be sent this way sea- 
sonable ; and I must think that in the bands of the Minis- 
try it is their greatest advantage against, and in our hands 
as much and more, if can be: and I have always wonder- 
ed that the wise heads against us, if any there be, had not 
struck on New- York and Quebeck, which would have cut 
off the communication between the north and south Colo- 
nies, and harassed our frontiers, which are of a great ex- 
tent. The Indians would have been in their favour. We 
could not have stood out till now; therefore let us make 
by the advantage they have given us. I don't know the 
situation of the entrance into York, but I should think, if 
possible, that harbour ought to be secured, for divers rea- 
sons. York is of more consequence to us than all the 
harbours to the east. How easy would it have been for 
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the King's Troops and shipping to have cut off the com- 
munication between the North and South Colonies, by 
taking possession of New-York and the North River; and 
would not numbers have joined them at York, and will 
not the King take possession there this winter? 1 trow 
not. I believe that if the King had possession of Canada, 
before next June there would be a communication open 
for them by Albany. Even now, in the winter, fortifica- 
tions ought to be built at Sandy-IIook, to keep out, Sic. 
I only speak of this as it comes in my way. 1 have sent 
Colonel Bedel to see to the road on that side ; but 1 am 
afraid the post will not get there, it is so bad crossing the 
lake at this season. If this road was done, in four days 
would come tidings. The affair of this road must be soon 
concluded upon, as provisions should be provided in the 
winter, and it is much easier got now than in April or 
May. I should be glad to have a return from you, as soon 
as possible, how your publick affairs stand. I would be 
willing to do any thing that might contribute to so glorious 
a cause as we are now engaged in. I have wrote, in a 
broken manner, my thoughts. You may pick out what of 
mine you like, and add to your own ; perhaps you will, in 
so much, find something. When you go to Boston, save 
your and our Scotch people, if they are friends. I would 
recommend that you continue in the service, if you are 
like to be of service. 1 don't say that I will not join the 
Army in the spring, if health remains. I am now in good 
health. ALL are well here. My best regards to the hon- 
ourable gentlemen in the Army. 

I am your humble servant, T „ n „ r „„ 

J ' Jacob Uayley. 

To Colonel Little. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO AARON WILLARD. 

By His Excellency George Washington, Esquire, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army of the United Colo- 
nies. 
To Aaron Willard, Esq. : 

The honourable Continental Congress having lately 
passed a resolve, contained in the following words, viz : 
" That two persons be sent, at the expense of these Colo- 
nies, to Now- Scotia, to inquire into the stale of that Co- 
lony, the disposition of the inhabitants towards the Ameri- 
can cause, and the condition of the Fortifications, Dock- 
Yards, the quantity of Artillery and Warlike Stores, and 
the number of Soldiers, Sailors, and Ships of War there, 
and transmit the earliest intelligence to General Washing- 
ton," I do hereby constitute and appoint you, the said 
Aaron Willard, Esq., to be one of the persons to under- 
take this business; and as the season is late, and this a 
work of great importance, I entreat and request that you 
will use the utmost .despatch, attention, and fidelity, in the 
execution of it. The necessity of acting with a proper 
degree of caution and secrecy is too apparent to need 
recommendation. You will keep an account of your ex- 
penses, and, upon your return, will be rewarded in a suit- 
able manner for the fatigue of your journey and the services 
you render your Country by conducting and discharging 
this business with expedition and fidelity. 

Given under my hand, this twenty-fourth day of No- 
vember, 1775. George Washington. 

[The same to Moses Child, Esq.] 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL 

or mas'sachusetts-bay. 

Cambridge, November 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen: Captain Aaron Willard recommends Mr. 
Moses Child to be his colleague in the journey to Nova- 
Scotia. As I know nothing of this gentleman, I cannot 
approve or disapprove of him. Mr. Willard informs me 
he is well known unto Doctor Taylor. If you think him 
trustworthy, you will please to fill up the instructions with 
his name, which Captain Willard will give unto you. 

I am, with great respect, yours, &tc, 

George Washington. 

To the Hon. Committee of Council of Massachusetts-Bay. 

P. S. You will pleare to furnish Captain Willard with Provinces are more 
letters to Captain O' Bryan and to Colonel Cargill to give You .are the chief object of ministerial hatred and ven- 
every assistance to him and his companion on their tour. geance ; you, therefore, are more nearly interested to stand 
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STEPHEN MOYLAN TO SAMUEL FREEMAN. 

Cambridge, November 24, 1775. 

Sir : I have it in command from his Excellency to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your favour of the 17th instant. 
He approves much of what has been done by the General 
Court for the defence of your port, which he hopes will 
have every necessary effect. 

Should any thing more be wanting, it is incumbent on 
the people of the country to exert themselves for their 
and the publick defence. The Congress are so much of 
that opinion, that they have recommended it to each of the 
Colonies to provide for their particular internal safety. 

I have the honour to be, &c, g TEpHEN MoTLAN . 

To Samuel Freeman, Esq., Falmouth. 



ADDRESS FROM THE GENERAL OFFICERS TO THE SOLDIERY 
OF THE GRAND CONTINENTAL ARMY,. 

Cambridge, November 24, 1775. 

The Generals flatter themselves that the new es tablish- 
ment of the Army will be not less agreeable to the men in 
general, than it is calculated for action and economy; that 
they shall find in them the same forwardnesj and zeal to 
continue in the service of their Country at this critical junc- 
ture, which they demonstrated when they were first called 
out. It gives them great concern that the circumstances 
of the Continent renders it absolutely necessary to lay aside 
so many deserving officers and worthy citizens; but the 
vast expense attending the maintenance of so many Regi- 
ments might have disabled the Continent from persevering 
in its resolution of defending their liberties, if the contest 
should be of any continuance. With this view, therefore, 
the Regiments have been reduced from .thirty-eight to 
twenty-six. No prejudice or partiality has had place in 
the appointment of the officers. Those who have appeared 
the best qualified to perform all the duties, and i undergo all 
the fatigues of a military life, have been chosen. In the 
formation of a new Army, though courage, integrity, and 
zeal for their Country, are requisites, they are not sufficient 
alone; a tolerable constitution, a certain degree of bodily 
vigour, and activity of mind, must be joined to these qua- 
lities. Men subject to bodily complaints, or who are pos- 
sessed of a vivacity of disposition, though brave, and in 
all other respects unexceptionable, are totally unfit. The 
present campaign, far from a hard one, furnishes many in- 
stances of this truth ; for it is notorious thaj a very con- 
siderable number of the officers have, from a puny habit 
of body, found themselves incapable of fulfilling the duty 
of their station; that they have, from time to time, been 
obliged to absent themselves from their post, and that con- 
sequently the duty has fallen very heavily upon those that 
remained. These considerations, alone, have weighed in 
the present selection of the officers. . ;The, affairs of Ame- 
rica have now (thanks to the Almighty God) a most pro- 
mising aspect. The Ministerial Army, with three of their 
most esteemed Generals at their head, have been able to 
effect nothing. Instead of overrunning and ravaging the 
Continent, from north to south, as they boasted they would 
do, they find themselves ignominiously cooped up within 
the walls of a single town, (and even that they possessed 
themselves of by treachery,) suffering all the distresses of a 
siege. Instead of the defection of any of the Provinces, 
which the Ministry pledged themselves to the deluded peo- 
ple of England would be the case, the union grows stronger 
every day. Georgia has acceded, to .the. General Associa- 
tion ; Nova-Scotia is manifestly well affected to the same 
cause ; and Canada, from whence your tyrants proposed to 
pour forth whole hosts for your destruction, keeps pace with, 
if not surpasses the English Colonies themselves, in zeal and 
ardour for the common rights of America. Considering, 
therefore, all these happy circumstances, so much transcend- 
ing our most sanguine hopes and expectations, it may be 
affirmed, that nothing but your backwardness and want of 
perseverance can open the least prospect of success to your 
enemies. 

The cause of liberty is undoubtedly the cause of all ; but 
if any distinction is to be made, the four New-England 
~ 'immediately concerned than the rest. 
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forth. There is the greatest reason to think that if the 
Southern Colonies were base enoujjh to bargain with these 
tyrants, they might, by sacrificing you, make what terms 
they please for themselves. It has been indirectly pro- 
posed to them, but they have magnanimously rejected all 
idea of such distinction. They have determined to stand 
and fall with you ; and, on these principles, have taxed 
themselves most heavily for the establishment of an army, 
equal to the purposes of the general defence. But as you 
were more immediately attacked, as this is the scene of ac- 
tion, but above all, as they have ever placed the greatest 
confidence in your zeal and valour, they did not think it 
necessary to raise any bodies, in the other Provinces, for 
this particular service, which more naturally fell to your 
lot. Had they supposed it possible that you could be back- 
ward or lukewarm, tliey possibly would have looked out for 
other means of defence; but as they never entertained a 
thought so dishonourable to the character of New-England 
men, no such preparation is made. 

We will suppose, for an instance, that a considerable or 
greater part of you should withdraw yourselves from the 
service, at this crisis, when victory is, as it were, in your 
hands, and only waits for your grasping. We will sup- 
pose that the post we at present occupy, fortified and se- 
cured by such infinite labour, should be abandoned in con- 
sequence of your desertion. Would it sit easy upon your 
consciences; when your villages are plundered and burnt, 
your wives and children abused or grossly treated, and your 
whole Provinces laid waste with fire and sword ? Would 
it sit easyon your consciences, we demand, to reflect that 
these calamities can be only imputed to your want of 
constancy and perseverance? But to descend from the 
greater obligation you stand in towards your Country, it 
may be said that the ease and affluence of your circum- 
stances, as soldiers, might alone prompt you to remain. 
Never -were soldiers whose duty has been so light, never 
were soldiers whose pay and provision has been so abundant 
and ample. Inlact, your interest and comfort have been so 
carefully consulted, even to the lowest article, by the Con- 
tinental Congress, that there is some reason to dread that 
the enemies to New-England's reputation may hereafter 
say, it was not principle that saved them, but that they 
were bribed into the preservation of their liberties. 

To conclude, soldiers, concerns of the last importance 
to you depend on the post you now take. Your reputa- 
tion and property, your safety, your very existence, is at 
stake. _ If you withdraw yourselves from the service, those 
instruments of ministerial villany will be at liberty to stalk 
at large, to satiate and glut their brutality, avarice, and 
cruelty, and the name of a New-England man, now so 
respectable in the world, become equally contemptible and 
odrous, who, with the certain means of defence in their 
hands, rather than undergo a few fatigues of war, could 
patiently see themselves robbed of every thing that men 
hold most dear; but if you firmly^ adhere to the righteous 
standard under which you are arranged, not only your cha- 
racters" will have the highest rank amongst the nations of 
the earth, but your rights and liberties will he secured 
ffgainsl The attempts of tyranny, to the latest posterity. 



TO THt WORTHY OFFICERS AVD SOLDIERS IN THE AMERICAN 
AUMYV; ' 
Tlono'ir will crown every defender pf liberty. 

Gentlemen^ Your exeitions in the cause of freedom, 
guided by wisdom, and animated by zeal and courage, 
have gained you the love and confidence of your grateful 
country men J and they look to you, who are experienced 
veterans, and trust that you will still be the guardians of 
America. As 1 have the honour to be an American, and one 
aitiotig the free millions who are defended by your valour, I 
would pay the tribute of thanks, and express my gratitude, 
while I solicit you to continue iri your present honourable 
and important station. I doubt not America will always find 
enough of her sons ready to flock to her standard and sup- 
port her freedom : but experience proves that experienced 
soldiers are more capable of performing the duties of the 
camp, and better qualified to face the enemy, than others r 
and, therefore, every friend to America "will be desirous 
that most of the gentlemen who compose the present Army 
may continue in the service of their Country until liberty, 



peace, and safety, are established. Although your pri- 
vate concerns may call for your assistance at home, yet 
the voice of your Country is still louder; and it is painful, 
to heroick minds, to quit the field when liberty calls, and 
the voice of injured millions cries, to arms! to arms! Never 
was a cause more important or glorious than that which 
you are engaged in. Not only your wives, your children, 
and distant posterity, but humanity al large, the world of 
mankind, are interested in it; for if tyranny should pre- 
vail in this great Country, we may expect liberty will ex- 
pire through the world ; therefore, more human glory and 
happiness may depend upon your exeitions than ever yet 
depended upon any of the sons of men ! He that is a 
soldier, in defence of such a cause, needs no title. His 
post is a post of honour; and although not an Emperor, 
yet he shall wear a crown of glory, and blessed will be his 
memory ! 

The savage and brutal barbarity of our enemies, in burn- 
ing Falmotith, is a full demonstration that there is not the 
least remains of virtue, wisdom, or humanity, in the British 
Court, and that they are fully determined, with fire and 
sword, to butcher and destroy, beggar and enslave, the 
whole American people. Therefore, we expect soon to 
break off all kind of connection with Britain, and form into 
a grand Republick of the American United Colonies; which 
will, by the blessing of Heaven, soon work out our salva- 
tion, and perpetuate the liberties, increase the wealth, the 
power, and the glory, of this western world. Notwith- 
standing the many difficulties we have to encounter, and 
the rage of our merciless enemies, we have a glorious pros- 
pent before us, big with every thing good and great. The 
further we .enter into the field of independence, our pros- 
pect will expand and brighten, and a complete Republick 
will soon complete our happiness. "Blindness seems to 
have happened to Britain, that the fullness of America 
might come in ;" and we have every encouragement to 
"stand fast in the liberties wherewith Heaven has made us 
free." Persevere, ye guardians of liberty! May success 
be your constant attendant until the enemies of freedom 
are no more ; and all future generations, as they successive- 
ly tread the stage of time, and taste the joys of liberty, will 
rise up and call voir blessed. . „ 

J ' At REEMAN. 

Cambridge, Noveinb r 24, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE BOROtTGH OF NEW-WINDSOR. 

Address of the High Steward, Mayor, Aldermen, Bai- 
liffs, and Burgesses of the Borough of New- Windsor, in 
the County of Berks, transmitted to the Right Honourable 
Lord Viscount Weymouth, one of His Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of State, and presented to His Majesty. 

To the King^s Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the High Steward, Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Bailiffs, and Burgesses of the Borough of 
New-Windsor, in the County of Berks. 
Most Gracious Sovereign 

At this juncture of publick affairs, while we observe the 
hostile proceedings of your Colonies in America, and the 
bold attempt made by them to becomeTtidependent of the 
British Legislature ; and, at the same .Lime,~when we con- 
sider how much they have been encouraged in this their 
rebellious behaviour, by many factious spirits at home, we 
cannot, on this occasion, remain silent spectators of these 
transactions without betraying a great want of duty to your 
Majesty, as well as inattention to the welfare of our Coun- 
try. 

Permit us, Sire, therefore, to approach your sacred Ma- 
jesty, and to declare our utter detestation of the unnatural 
conduct of your American subjects, and of the traitorous 
designs of those at home, who abet and countenance their 
opposition to yonr Majesty's Government. 

When we reflect, as we frequently do, upon the peculiar 
blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's wise and just ad- 
ministration, (and greater blessings, we believe, none of our 
ancestors ever experienced under any monarch who hath 
swayed the British sceptre,) we cannot but lament that 
your Majesty's repose should be disturbed by such mis- 
chievous commotions, exerted in the remote parts of your 
Empire; and knowing so well the tender care of your Ma- 
jesty, for the prosperity of all your subjects, we cannot but 
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wonder that the Colonists should he so unhappily seduced 
from their duty, as to act repugnant to those laws and that 
sovereign power which have so long protected them in the 
enjoyment of all they are possessed of. 

Impressed, as we are, with a lively sense of your Ma- 
jesty's great wisdom and goodness, and of your constant 
attention to the interest and happiness of your people, we 
have entire confidence that your Majesty will exert the 
power intrusted to you by the Constitution, in convincing 
the disobedient and obstinate of their errors, and in punish- 
ing those who shall be found the instigators of a rebellion, 
which portends such mischief to your Majesty's faithful 
subjects. 

And we are persuaded, as it essentially concerns the 
honour and dignity of this Country to maintain the just 
rights of your Majesty over all your subjects in your ex- 
tensive Dominions, so we trust that all your loyal subjects 
at home will concur and cheerfully unite in enabling your 
Majesty to maintain the authority of your Parliament over 
the Colonies, as the most effectual way, in our apprehen- 
sions, to secure their dutiful allegiance to their King, and 
proper subordination to the Parent State. And, to obtain 
these desirable ends, we, on our parts, profess ourselves 
ready, to the utmost of .our abilities., to support your .Ma- 
jesty in all such measures as, in your great wisdom, you 
shall judge expedient; not doubting that when out fellow- 
subjects in America shall become sensible of their error, 
and return to their duty, your Majesty, from the benevo- 
lence of youTTnind, will graciously extend your clemency 
to them. 

That the supreme disposer of all events may give suc- 
cess to your Majesty's Councils, and disappoint the secret 
designs of your enemies, both at home and abroad ; and 
that your Majesty, the great guardian of our laws and liber- 
ties, may long reign over a happy and united people; and 
may the crown of these realms flourish in your royal off- 
spring, to the latest posterity, is the ardent wish and prayer 
of, may it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most dutiful 
and loyal subjects. 

St. Albans, Thomas Barrow, 

John Benning, Mayor. Thomas Loathis, 
George Hatch, John Miller, 

Henry Coombs, John Merryman, 

John Carr, Jos. Bending, 

William Tyrrell, James Panton, 
Richard Seaward, Giles Webb, 
Benjamin Pourt, George Brookland, 

Jos. Snow, Thomas Reeve, 

William Kimberley, John Banyard. 



COMMITTEE OF NORTHAMPTON ( VIRGINIA) TO THE PRESI- 
DENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read December 2, 1775.] 
Northampton County, Virginia, November 25, 1775. 

Sir : The Committee of this County have transmitted an 
exact copy of the enclosed to the Committee of Safety at 
Tfilliamsburgh ; but as there is some risk of our boats being 
intercepted and our despatches destroyed, we thought it 
prudent to acquaint you of our situation immediately, with- 
out loss of time. 

I am, by order and in behalf of the Committee, your 

obedient humble servant, c % , ~ 

, bAMCEL b. McCroskey. 

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Northampton County, Virginia, November 25, 1775. 

Sir: The following information, being gathered from 
intercepted letters and other authentick testimony, we beg 
leave to lay the same before you, and hope you will judge 
it deserving the most serious attention, and lay the same 
before the Congress : 

That Lord Dunmore, on the 14th instant, with a party 
of Regulars and a number of volunteers, inhabitants of 
Norfolk, had attacked a party of Provincials near Kemp's 
Landing, when the latter retreated with the loss of a (ew 
men killed _and taken, amongst whom is Colonel Joseph 
Hutchings;Tisade prisoner; that his Lordship had erected 
the King's standard in Norfolk, and proclaimed all slaves 



free who would join him and take up arms ; that a num- 
ber of about two hundred slaves immediately joined him, 

and were furnished with arms and crowding to him, 

when the advice came from thence; that the inhabitants 
of Norfolk and Princess Anne had every one appeared, 
and taken an oath, of which the enclosed paper (No. 1) is a 
copy; insomuch, says the writer, that "treason had not 
one abetter in the extensive County of Princess Anne;" 
that on the 18th, forty volunteers and forty soldiers set off 
to take possession of the Great Bridge, and that one hun- 
dred men were to join them from Princess Anne, headed 
by Colonel Jacob Ellgood; that Colonel Willoughby had 
ordered in all the Princess Anne militia ; and that the Gov- 
ernour was at the head of twelve hundred men, and it was 
expected in a few days would have at least two thousand, 
all determined to guard the passes to Norfolk and Princess 
Anne Counties. 

This intelligence has exceedingly alarmed the Commit- 
tee, as we have reason to believe Lord Dunmore will soon 
pay us a visit here, where we are totally unprepared at 
present to receive him. Our County forms a peninsula, 
bounded on the east by the sea, and on the west by Chesa- 
peake Bay, with a number of rivers and navigable creeks 
for large tenders; our coast eighty miles in extent; our 
slaves numerous, being more than double the number of 
whites; our militia not exceeding four hundred men; our 
people with few arms and less ammunition, for which rea- 
son we fear kw of them would attempt any resistance ; and 
we even have reason to think, that if Lord Dunmore was 
to demand our persons, that the people around us would 
deliver us up, rather than be exposed to the fury of his 
soldiers and our slaves. A people acting upon such prin- 
ciples certainly deserve but little assistance from the pub- 
lick ; but we beg leave to represent to you in what manner 
the possession of this place would affect the common cause, 
and increase his Lordship's influence. Should his Lord' 
ship land any troops here, we can have no assistance from 
the western shore of Virginia, while the coast is guarded 
by his tenders ; and after making himself master of this 
place, he, no doubt, as he has done in Princess Anne, 
would compel the people to take up arms, and lead them 
against the adjacent Counties. In the mean time, the slaves 
would crowd to his standard, and his Army become formi- 
dable in number ; and, what we conceive to be most ma- 
terial, he would have possession of near half a million of 
bushels of grain, by which means he might open exports 
to the IVest-lndits and the Army at Boston. In such a situ- 
ation, those who have manifested their attachment to the 
American cause would first be exposed to his Lordship's 
resentment; and we fear the more numerous body of the 
people would stand censured by their Country, and at a 
future day be exposed to its vengeance. 

In this critical situation, we think it our bounden duty 
to inform you of our danger, and the danger to which the 
common interest is exposed, and to pray such immediate 
assistance and direction as you, in your great wisdom, shall 
think the importance of the case requires, to encourage the 
friends of America, and keep the disaffected in awe. 

At the last Convention held in this Colony, a number of 
Minute Companies were directed to be raised in this Dis- 
trict, but have never been completed ; people in general 
being averse to the minute service. None of our people 
have ever been in actual service, and therefore have no 
officers of experience, on whom they can rely. Great 
pains have been taken to debauch their minds, and to keep 
them totally pacifick. Lord Dunmore's tenders have fre- 
quently come upon our coast, and have insinuated to our 
fishermen, and all the lower class of people, that they had 
nothing to fear, that no harm was intended against them, 
that they never would injure any other .than their Commit- 
tee men and other principal people, and persuaded many, 
by these means, that those who advise them to take up 
arms are their greatest enemies ; and perhaps, if matters 
should soon come to an extremity, we should be exposed 
to the fury of the people. Many gentlemen here, in short, 
almost every man of considerable property, is well affected 
to the American cause ; but many forbear openly to declare 
their sentiments, or take an active part, till they can see 
some force ready to assist them, and afford a reasonable 
expectation of succeeding. In such a case, we have rea- 
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son to believe that some companies of regulars might be 
instantly raised in these two Counties of Northampton and 
Accomack, and that the greatest part of the militia might 
be drawn into service in case of alarm. But as matters 
at present stand, this Committee having little authority, 
and we should not be surprised if exports are immediately 
opened to the West-Indies. This the people of Norfolk 
have already determined upon, and that County affords 
great quantities of lumber. This place can, and we fear 
may be obliged to supply them with grain, if some effec- 
tual measures are not taken to prevent it. We have, in 
this critical and alarming state, in which the general inte- 
rest of America, the safety of our persons, and all others 
here who are well affected to the cause, are so deeply in- 
terested, thought it most proper to lay this information 
before your honourable Board, not only as it is a matter of 
Continental concern, but as troops (in case you should 
judge it necessary to send any here) can be drawn much 
quicVer and with more safety from the northward than from 
the" western. shore of Virginia. Until some active step is 
taken, this Committee must put up with several enormi- 
ties ; but when they can be properly adjusted or supported, 
your honourable Board may rely upon their acting with 
zeal and unanimity ; and we hope, if any troops are sent, 
such directions may be given, that it may appear that this 
Committee possess the confidence of your body, and have 
acquitted themselves in the best manner their dangerous 
and critical situation would admit of. 
m His Lordship's Tanded force, exclusive of the Norfolk 
atid Princess Anne volunteers and the negroes, is not con- 
siderable. His naval force at present consists of four ships, 
from sixteen to twenty-two guns each, and a number of 
sloops, schooners, and boats. His small vessels are often 
sfiatrered, and at a distance from the ships; and since he 
Has attempted expeditions on shore, we learn that part of 
the men "belonging to the vessels are often absent from their 
duty on board. 

We impatiently wait the result of your deliberation, and 
m the mean time we are, with the greatest respect, your 
obedient humble servants. 
.:". By order of the Committee : 

■'-' '" "" : * "'' Samuel S. McCkoskey, Chairman. 
Griffin Seith, Jun., Clerk, 

We, the inhabitants of Princess Anne County, being 
fully sensible of the error and guilt into which this Co- 
lony hath been misled, under colour of seeking redress of 
grievances, and that a set of factious men, styling them- 
selves Committees and Congresses, have violently, and 
under various pretences, usurped the legislative and execu- 
tive powers of Government, and are thereby endeavouring 
to overturn our post happy Constitution, and have incur- 
red the guilt of actual rebellion against our most gracious 
Sovereign ; weliave, therefore, taken an oath, abjuring their 
authority, and solemnly promising, fri the presence of Al- 
mighty God, we bear faith and true allegiance to his sacred 
Majesty George III; that we will, to the utmost of our 
power and ability, support, maintain, and defend his crown 
and dignity, against all traitorous attempts and conspiracies 
whatsoever.. 

And whereas armed bodies of men are collected in va- 
rious parts of this Colony, without any legal authority, we 
wish them to Tie informed that, however unwilling vve shall 
be to shed the blood of countrymen, we must, in discharge 
of our duty to God and the King, and in support of the 
Constitution and laws of our Country, oppose their march- 
ing into this country, where their coming can answer no 
good end, but, on the contrary, must expose us to the ra- 
vages and horrours of a civil war; and for that purpose vve 
are determined jo_ take advantage of our happy situation, 
and will defend the passes into our country and neighbour- 
hood, to the last drop of our blood. 

Whereas a set of factious men, under the names of 
Committees, Conventions, and Congresses, have violently, 
under various pretences, usurped the legislative and execu- 
tive powers of Government, and are thereby endeavouring 
to overturn our happy Constitution, and have incurred the 
guilt of actual rebellion against our most gracious Sove- 



reign, I, A B, do therefore abjure all their authority, and 
solemnly promise, in the presence of Almighty God, to 
bear faith and true allegiance to his sacred Majesty George 
III, and will, to the utmost of my power and ability, support, 
maintain, and defend his crown and dignity, against all trai- 
torous attempts and conspiracies whatsoever. So help me 
God. 

GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, November 26, 1775. 

On the 9th instant, by His Majesty's ship Phenix, I 
had the honour of your Lordship's separate letter, of the 
5th of September, with duplicates of your Lordship's let- 
ters of the 2d Aug ust, to General Gage and myself; also, a 
letter from Mr. Secretary Pownal, of the 8th September, 
containing two enclosures, and a copy of a secret letter of 
the 5th September, intended for your Lordship's signature. 

The removal of the troops from hence before the winter 
season should set in, being the principal object of your 
Lordship's letter of the 5th September, it is with great 
reluctance I am to inform you, that His Majesty's inten- 
tions in this particular, from the late arrival of the orders, 
cannot be carried into execution. 

By the estimate, No. 1, your Lordship will observe the 
insufficiency of the tonnage of transports now in port, to 
carry the troops, the artillery, the stores of all denomina- 
tions, the well disposed inhabitants, with jheir effects, and 
such merchandise as it may be thought prudent to remove. 
If all our vessels were in port, the whole could not have 
gone at one embarkation, by a deficiency of eleven thou- 
sand six hundred and two tons, even with the addition of 
the ships and small craft to be proc ured in the harbour. 
And when I reflect upon a division of the Army for two 
embarkations, in its present weak state; upon the situa- 
tion this garrison and the troops sent to New-York would 
be in, with respect to the enemy, it appears to me, that 
more would be hazarded than prudence could justify, es- 
pecially as I should, in that case, be dependant upon the 
return of transports, at a season when the navigation on 
this coast, from the violence of northerly winds, is so very 
precarious. 

The Generals Clinton, Burgoyne, and Lord \ Percy, con- 
curring in opinion with me, upon the inexpediency of eva- 
cuating this place before the spring, I am encouraged to 
hope my determination to remain here will not meet with 
the King's displeasure. 

We are not under the least apprehension of any attack 
upon this place from the Rebels, by surprise or otherwise, 
as taken notice of in your Lordship's letter; on the con- 
trary, it were to be wished that they would attempt so rash 
a step, and quit those strong intrenchrnents Xo which alone 
they may attribute their present security; but when I say 
this, I must add that, from sickness, the extended defence 
of this Town and collateral posts, our force for the winter 
will not be adequate to any other undertaking of conse- 
quence to His Majesty's service, such as the possession of 
Rhode-Island, New-York, Philadelphia, or Charlestown, 
in South- Carolina; yet, in the course of the winter, should 
any operations, from exchange of circumstances, be thought 
advisable, the opportunity will not be neglected. 

Having transmitted to the Treasury, by this conveyance, 
several returns, specifying what may be wanted for carry- 
ing His Majesty's' commands into execution in the spring, 
I have, for your Lordship's information, sent copies of them 
in a separate letter. And for the oper ations of die ensuing 
campaign, after receiving from your LordshipHislMajesty's 
pleasure upon that head, 1 beg leave to propose, that the 
part of the Sixty-Fifth Regimerit here be sent to Halifax 
in the spring, which, with Lieutenant-Colonel Goreham's 
corps, now there, and some recruits of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maclean's, added to the militiaJntende.dtO.be raised in that 
Colony, by information receivejion the 15th October, from 
Governour Legge, will, 1 hope, put the dock yard and 
Town in perfect security from any attacks. By my last 
accounts from thence, of the 18th October, the temporary 
works intended to strengthen the dock were very forward, 
and it was proposed to have an intrenchment and block- 
houses upon the Citadel-Hill, for the juture protection of 
the Town, if it could be done before the w inter. 

The detachment of the FourteenJh Regiment now at 
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Halifax, upon the junction of the Sixty-Fifth, will be or- 
dered here ; and, as I apprehend the other parts of that 
corps would be more essentially employed with the Army 
than where they now are, shall therefore give directions 
accordingly, unless I receive your Lordship's orders to the 
contrary, or in the mean litne some assurance of the neces- 
sity of their remaining to the southward. 

For the blockade of this harbour, if such a measure is 
judged expedient, I would propose the intrenching one 
Battalion at a place where ships of war can securely win- 
ter ; it being, as I am informed, better situated for the object 
required than Castle William, which will be totally destroy- 
ed, agreeable to His Majesty's orders, by mines, which are 
ready to be loaded upon the evacuation of this Town. 

The next object I would mention is the taking hold of 
Rhode-Island with ten Battalions, under the command of 
Major-General Clinton, having a fleet adapted to this ser- 
vice, with directions to push forward for Providence. 

There will then remain sixteen Battalions for New- 
York, according to the enclosed distribution, the Sixth, 
Fourteenth, and Sixteenth Regiments not included — the 
latter being stationed in West-Florida, and the Sixth not 
likely to arrive until late in the campaign. 

But this Army, though complete in the spring, must 
have between six and seven thousand recruits, and of the 
worst kind ; if chiefly composed of Irish Roman Catho- 
licks, certain to desert if put to hard work ; and, from their 
ignorance of arms, not entitled lo the smallest confidence 
as soldiers. 

To obviate this real grievance, I would roost humbly 
propose that one hundred men, hired from the Hanoverian 
and Hessian armies, be incorporated, without officers, into 
each of the twenty -seven Battalions of Foot — the Forty- 
Second Regiment, esteemed equal to two Battalions, and 
the Marines, not being included. Such of these men as 
remain, after the service is at an end, to be returned to 
their respective States. 

That one hundred men be also added to each Battalion, 
to be volunteersfrom the substitutes of the English Militia, 
and to serve pro longer than the existence of this most un- 
natural rebellion. 

The Regiments might then want, to complete them, 
about seven hundred recruits in the spring, making a small 
allowance for casualties that may happen in the winter, by 
sickness, desertion, and service. 

In this state, the Army would be respectable for the 
number it would consist of, and may be kept up in future, 
without difficulty, by the two additional Companies per 
Battalion. But unless this or some better considered plan 
be adopted, the increase of the King's troops by recruits, 
for the ensuing campaign, which in its consequences may 
be exceedingly important, will give little or no superiority 
over the Rebel, bands, who, though raw as soldiers, are 
nevertheless accustomed to the use of arms. 

I beg leave further to add my opinion, that this force 
will not be adequate to an active offensive campaign on the 
side of New- York and Rhode-Island, paying no other re- 
gard to this place than the blockade of the harbour. The 
numbers, as aforementiorred, will not amount to more than 
five thousand fighting men for Rhode-Island, and eight 
thousand for New- York; out of which last division, not 
less than two thousand should be left for the defence of the 
Town and posts necessarily to be occupied. I would there- 
fore humbly propose a re-enforcement of four thousand 
Russians, of which fifteen hundred to join General Clin- 
ton, and two thousand five hundred the corps to act at 
Neiv- York. 

To combat these armies, I apprehend the Rebels would 
not have less than ten thousand men on the side of Rhode- 
Island, and perhaps twenty thousand in the Province of 
New- York, to act against General Carleton on one hand, 
and the New-York corps on the other. The last may 
probably begin the campaign by the siege of New- York, 
as recent accounts from thence mention a body of four 
thousand men being ordered by the Continental Congress 
from Philadelphia, to proceed thither immediately as a 
garrison ; and it is to be expected that they will fortify it 
in the best manner they are able, from the infinite conse- 
quence the possession of it is to them. 

By Mr. Secretary Fownal's letter of the 8th Septem- 



ber, I am informed that the removal of the effects and 
merchandise from hence, belonging to the enemies as well 
as friends of Government, has occurred to the King's Min- 
isters to be an advisable measure ; but the commands for 
the effects of the ill-disposed not being positive, I am to 
beg your Lordship's further directions, lest Government, 
by my determinations, may be engaged in future disputes 
and expense. I am particularly led to this, as Mr. Pow- 
nal, in his letter, mentions, " that he is directed to say, 
I must in this, and every case of the like kind, be the best 
judge, and must therefore use my own discretion." At the 
same time, I beg leave to remark the great convenience 
and relief such goods and merchandises would be to jhe 
Rebels taking possession of this Town ; upon which ground, 
1 humbly apprehend the measure might be justified, as a 
distress to the enemy. 

Your Lordship having been pleased to signify the King's 
pleasure to me, that I should, if I found occasion, appoint 
an Adjutant-General and a Quartermaster-General to this 
Army, I shall pay the utmost attention to His Majesty's 
service, in the appointment 1 am so unworthily intrusted 
to make. 

A letter from Major Rogers, at New- York, to General 
Gage, being directed to the Commander-in-Chief, came to 
my hand since the General's departure, wherein he has 
made offers of his services; to which I have given encou- 
ragement, by desiring him to make his proposals, and by 
giving an assurance that I am well inclined to do every 
thing in my power to afford him an opportunity of recom- 
mending himself to His Majesty's future favour. I find, 
from Governour Try on, that the Rebels have made con- 
siderable overtures to, him. 

I beg leave to assure your Lordship, that I am truly 
sensible of the confidence the King has be'en pleased to 
repose in me, by intrusting the important command of this 
Army, for the ensuing campaign, to my direction ; in which 
distinguished situation, every means will be exerted to for- 
ward His Majesty's intentions. 

General Burgoyne, having received the King's leave lo 
return to Britain, will deliver these despatches ; and it is 
needless for me to add, that he can give to your Lordship 
the fullest information relative to His Majesty's service in 
this part of America. If His Majesty has not more essen- 
tial service for him, and it should be his' inclination to 
return to this Country, I hope I may not be deprived of 
an officer of his experience and ability for the ensuing 
campaign. 

I am, &.c, W. Howe. 

Boston, November 27, 1775. 
Return of Tonnage necessary for transporting the Troops, 
Artillery, Stores, and Inhabitants, fyc, &fc, ${C. 

Departments. Tonnage. 

Royal Artillery Stores, - - 2,900 

One Regiment of Dragoons, ------- 2,900 

Ten thousand Infantry, - 15,000 

Deputy Quartermaster-Generals, ----- 3,800 

Commissary-Generals, -. - - - - - - - 1,817 

Engineers, ------------ 1,100 

Barrackmaster-Generals, -------- 555 

General Hospital, -- 1,100 

Inhabitants, with their effects, supposed to be - - 6,000 
Total, - -' - -"- - 35,172 

Tonnage of transports at present in port, - 9,721 
Out upon different services, ----- 7,039 

Ships and small craft in harbour, - - - 6,810 

23,570 
Wanting to complete,- -------- 11,602 

Total, 35,172 



Boston, November 26, 1775. 
A Distribution of thirty-one Battalions, intended for the 
Army in America, under the command of Major-Gene- 
ral Howe, for the Campaign 1776, humbly submitted. 

Battalions. 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Tenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, 
Sixteenth, Seventeenth, Twenty-Second, Twenty-Third, 
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Twenty-Seventh, Twenty-Eighth, Thirty-Fifth, Thirty- 
Seventh, Thirty-Eighth, Fortieth, Forty-Second, (esteemed 
equal to two Battalions, having one thousand men,) Forty- 
Third, Forty-Fourth, Forty-Fifth, Forty-Sixth, Forty- 
Seventh, Forty-Ninth, Fifty-Second, Fifty-Fifth, Sixty- 
Third, Sixty-Fourth, Sixty-Fifth ; Marines, two Battalions. 
Total, thirty-one. 

N.B. The Battalions are estimated at five hundred men, 
each, for the field. 

Distribution. Battalions. 

Sixty-Fifth, Halifax and Newfoundland, - - - - 1 

Near Nantasket Road, --------- 1 

Rhode-Island, ------------10 

New-York, _ - - 16 

Fourteenth, Virginia, Halifax, and iSi. Augustine, - 1 
Sixteenth, East and West-Florida, ------ 1 

Sixth, West-Indies, - - - - - - - - - - 1 

...........— — Total, - 31 



JOHN JAY TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS, 

Philadelphia, NovembeT 26, 1775. 

Sir: I have the honour of transmitting to you the en- 
closed resolutions of Congress, relative to the Island of 
Bermuda. 

We have not yet had the pleasure of hearing that you 
had made a House, and are not without some anxiety on 
that head. In a few days, we shall write to you collect- 
ively, and should be glad frequently to be informed of the 
state of the Province. 

The New-England exploit is much talked of, and con. 
lectures are numerous as to the part the Convention will 
take relative to it. Some consider it as an ill compliment 
to the Government of the Province, and prophesy that you 
have too much Christian meekness to take any notice of it. 
For my own part, I don't approve of the feat, and think 
it neither argues much wisdom or much bravery ; at any 
rate, if it was to have been done, I wish our own people, 
and not strangers, had taken the liberty of doing it. I con- 
fess I am not a little jealous of the honour of the Province, 
and am persuaded that its reputation cannot be maintained 
without some little spirit being mingled with its prudence. 

I am, Sir, with respect and esteem, your most obedient 
servant, John Jay. 

To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, at New-York. 



COLONEL KNOX TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

New -York, November 27, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : I arrived here last 
Saturday morning, and immediately made inquiry whether 
Colonel Reed had done any thing in the business with 
which he was charged. I found his stay had been short, 
during which time the Committee that sit during the recess 
of Congress could not be gotten together, so that he went 
away without being able to forward the matter. The 
Committee met yesterday, and, after having considered of 
your Excellency's letter to them, Colonel McDougall 
waited upon me, and gave such reasons for not complying 
with the requisition for the heavy cannon as would not be 
prudent to put on paper. He has promised me that he 
will use his utmost influence in the Congress, which meets 
to-morrow, and has no doubt of success ; that twelve ex- 
ceeding good iron four-pounders, with a quantity of shells 
and shot, shall be directly sent to camp; and, also, he has 
promised the loan of two fine brass six-pounders, cast in a 
foundry in this City. They have finished six. 1 very sin- 
cerely wish your Excellency had been acquainted with this 
circumstance, and charged me with a commission to have 
had a number cast for the camp. They turn out cheaper 
than the ones imported from England: these cost three 
shillings and nine pence, New-York currency, per pound ; 
the English, two shillings and six pence, sterling, per 
pound. They weigh about six hundred pounds apiece. If, 
Sir, you should think proper to have some done, and will 
give orders to Colonel McDougall, or some other gentle- 
man of this City, the founder will execute one in two days 
after he shall receive the orders, and so any number in 
proportion. He also can cast brass mortars. Colonel 
McDougall has promised me that these articles shall be 
forwarded to the camp with the utmost expedition. You 
will please, Sir, to give orders to Colonel Burbeck to get 
light field carriages and appurtenances made for these 
guns. 

1 shall set out, by land, to-morrow morning, for Ticon- 
deroga, and proceed with the utmost despatch, as knowing 
our whole dependance for heavy cannon will be from that 
post. Perhaps, by my return to camp, the reasons which 
now operate against my getting them here may then cease 
to exist. 

I am, most respectfully, your Excellency's most obedi- 
ent and most humble servant, „ „ 

Henry Knox, 

His Excellency General Washington. 



RICHARD HENRY LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia, November 26, 1775. 

Dear General : As Mr. Custis can furnish you with 
an exact account, of our affairs in Virginia, it will be un- 
necessary for me to say any thing on that subject. Proper 
persons will certainly and presently be appointed, under 
proplf regulations, to determine on sea captures. 

I heartily congratulate you on the surrender of St. John's. 
That of Montreal must, I think, quickly follow, because it 
is quite defenceless, and because the far greater part of the 
Canadians are surely on our side. If Colonel Arnold 
meets with success at Quebeck, we shall be in a fine pos- 
ture to receive our enemies next spring. I have been 
strongly inclined to think that the design of this last re- 
enforcement to_Bostgn is intended for something decisive 
this fall. Their credit, their necessities, and many other 
considerations, seem to render an attempt on the lines pro- 
bable, Imake no jqubt but the most effectual guard will 
be taken to render this attempt fatal to its authors. It is 
impossible i that vice^can so triumph over virtue, as that the 
slaves of tyranny should succeed against the brave and 
genergus asserters of liberty and the just rights of huma- 
nity. 

We expect every day to hear from England, but no in- 
telligence has come from thence since I wrote you last. 

I heartily wish you a happy meeting with your lady, 
who .leaves.. th_is_ place to-morrow, for Cambridge. 

I am, with singular esteem, dear Sir, your most affec- 
tionate and obedient servant, RlCHARD Henhy Lee . 

To General Washington. 

P. S, We have sent a Committee to Canada, to invite 
Delegates here, and to settle the affairs of that Army. 



EDWARD M0TT TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL. 

Kingston, November 26, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: The bearer, Mr. Smith, is a gentleman 
officer of the Artillery, who was taken at St. John's, and 
likewise Dr. Sandon, who is in company with Mr. Smith. 
These two gentlemen, with the whole garrison of St. John's, 
I had orders from General Schuyler to march to Connecti- 
cut, with a guard of one hundred men ; but received orders, 
while at Mr. Hoffman's landing, from the Continental 
Congress, to march ihe men. to Lancaster, in the Province 
of Pennsylvania, and the officers to Lebanon and Wind- 
ham, in Connecticut. But by a previousrengagelHent of 
General Schuyler's to the gentlemen officers, that they 
should see their men quartered, 1 am now marching them 
all, both officers and privates, to Lancaster, except Mr. 
Smith and his corps of artillery-men. The sea officers and 
their men, who, with the greatest part of their baggage, 
and part of the men, and all their officers, went off by land 
from Albany, for Connecticut, on which I have thought 
proper to consent that the remainder should go and join 
them. 

Mr. Smith and the Doctor I have been intimate with in 
our whole route, to this day; take them to be gentlemen 
of honour, and will punctually observe any restrictions your 
Honour may lay on them, phould wish that they -may be 
gratified in any request they may make, consistent with 
the good of the Country. I should have wrote more to 
you, but want of time. :~ 

Subscribe myself, Sir, at command, your most obedient 
humble servant, Edward Mqtt. 

To his Honour Governour Trumbull. 
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ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY PALA- 
TINE OF LANCASTER. 

Address of the High Sheriff, Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the County Palatine of Lancaster, present- 
ed to His Majesty by Sir Watts Horton, Bart., the High 
Sheriff, accompanied by the Right Honourable Lord 
Stanley, and Sir Thomas Egcrton, Bart., the Representa- 
tives in Parliament of the said County. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the High Sheriff, Gentlemen, 
Clergy, and Freeholders of the County Palatine of 
Lancaster. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the High 
Sheriff, Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the Coun- 
ty Palatine of Lancaster, humbly beg leave to approach 
the throne with all the sentiments of veneration and attach- 
ment due to the father of his people. 

Deeply impressed ourselves with a grateful sense of the 
blessings derived from your Majesty's truly paternal Gov- 
ernment, the spirit of which has been ever directed by the 
most sacred attention to the happiness and liberty of your 
people, we cannot, without astonishment and horror, behold 
a great part of our American fellow-subjects so regardless 
of these blessings, and ungrateful to the fountain from 
whence they flow, as to violate, in the most hostile and 
daring manner, every principle of legal authority and just 
subordination. 

From the whole tenor of your Majesty's mild and auspi- 
cious reign, as well as the gracious assurances which have 
proceeded from the throne, we are fully convinced, that 
nothing on your Majesty's part has been wanting to remedy 
these disorders, by methods consistent with the honour of 
this Country, and the felicity of its several members, 

That these deluded people still persist in their rebellious 
opposition to the constitutional authority of these Realms, 
must be imputed to the unwarrantable and criminal inten- 
tions of those who have usurped the rights and sovereignty 
amongst them; intentions which the most vigorous exer- 
tions may be required to defeat. 

To your Majesty, and the only rightful legislative body 
of these Dominions, we cheerfully confide the arduous task 
of restoring order and tranquillity, by every means which 
brave and loyal subjects can put into your hands; and we 
implore the Divine assistance on your counsels and exer- 
tions. 

For our parts, happy in expressing to your Majesty the 
duty, gratitude, and affection to your royal person and 
family, which animate this populous, commercial, and manu- 
facturing County, we desire thus publickly to testify our 
determined resolution to support, by every assistance in our 
power, such measures as your Majesty and the Parliament 
shall think it necessary to adopt for the suppression of 
these daring and licentious attacks upon the peace of your 
Majesty's Government, the vigour of the laws, and the dig- 
nity of the Constitution. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN", ETC., OF THE TOWN OF 
BOLTON. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Tradesmen, and 
Manufacturers of the Town and neighbourhood of Bolton, 
in the Moors in the County Palatine of Lancaster, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by the Right Honourable Lord 
Stanley, accompanied by Sir Thomas Egerion, Baronet, the 
Representatives in Parliament of the said County. 
To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Trades- 
men, and Manufacturers of the Town and neighbour- 
hood of Bolton, in the Moors in the County Palatine 
of Lancaster. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, Tradesmen, and Manufacturers of the 
Town and neighbourhood of Bolton, in the Moors, humbly 
beg leave to approach your royal presence, and, with hearts 
filled with gratitude, to express the just sense we have of 
younrnrny kingly virtues, arid of the numberless blessings 
we enjoy under your mild and auspicious Government. 



We consider as not the least of these the constant en- 
couragement given by your Majesty to commerce, and, in 
consequence thereof, the greatly increased and flourishing 
state of the trade of this Town, the centre of the extensive 
cotton manufacture of this populous County. 

Thus bound by every tie of duty and affection, we should 
think ourselves highly criminal, were we backward in join- 
ing with the rest of your Majesty's faithful subjects, in 
expressing our abhorrence of that groundless and unnatural 
rebellion now raging in many of your American Colo- 
nies. 

We have the greatest confidence that your Majesty, 
whose wisdom, clemency, and paternal goodness we have 
so long experienced, will employ the most effectual means 
to reduce to obedience our misguided fellow-subjects. 

Your Majesty may at all times rely upon our fidelity and 
firm attachment to your sacred person and family, and our 
utmost exertions in support of the legislative authority of 
these Realms. 

ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE "TOWN OF 
BLACKBURN. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Manufacturers, and 
principal Inhabitants of the Town of Blackburn, in the 
County Palatine of Lancaster, presented to His Majesty 
by Sir Thomas Egerton, Bart., accompanied by the Right 
Honourable Lord Stanley, the Representatives in Parlia- 
ment of the said County. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Manufac- 
turers, and principal Inhabitants of the Town and, 
neighbourhood of Blackburn, in the County Palatine 
of Lancaster. 

Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, presume 
to approach the throne, to express our unfeigned gratitude 
for the blessings we have enjoyed under the paternal influ- 
ence of your Government, and to testify our detestation of 
the unnatural and rebellious conduct of your American sub- 
jects, who, forgetful of the constant protection afforded them 
in all times of danger, at an immense expense, by their 
Parent Country, have, with unexampled ingratitude, set 
her at defiance, and most audaciously usurped the domi- 
nion of her Colonies. 

To the benignant care and affection which your Majes- 
ty hath shown to your people, in the protection of their 
liberties and the laws of the Constitution, and in the en- 
couragement of trade and commerce, we attribute the Teat 
increase and extension of the manufactures carried on in this 
Town and neighbourhood, by which many thousands of 
your subjects are supported. And as reports have been 
industriously propagated, that the trade ontiis Kingdom is 
reduced to the most ruinous state, in consequence of the 
American rebellion, we think it our duty to contradict such 
assertions, so far as they respect the trade of this populous 
County. 

We rely, with the greatest confidence, on the wisdom 
of the Legislature, for the execution of such measures as 
shall be thought most conducive to the suppression of this 
dangerous conspiracy, in which we beg leave to assure your 
Majesty of our utmost support. And when the Americans 
shall be sensible of their misconduct, and make a proper 
submission to that authority which they have so daringly 
opposed, we humbly presume to wish, that trie protection 
of Government may be again extended to them, under such 
regulations as shall be thought necessary for the preserva- 
tion of their future fidelity. 



GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

Boston, November 27, 1775. 

My Lord : I have the honour to inform your Lordship, 
that the Whitby, transport, from Cork, with four Compa- 
nies of the Seventeenth Regiment of Foot ; two transports 
having on board four Companies of the third Battalion of 
the Royal Regiment of Artillery, and two ships with ord- 
nance stores, are safely arrived. The Brig Nancy, with 
ordnance stores, was spoke to by one of the King's cruisers 
the 15th instant, and is the only ordnance store-ship miss- 
ing, that sailed under convoy of the Phenix, man-of-war ; 
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but none of the transports from Cork, with the Seventeenth, 
Twenty-Seventh, Twenty-Eighth, Forty-Sixth, and Fifty- 
Fifth Regiments, have yet made their appearance, except 
the Whitby, above mentioned, which occasions some ap- 
prehensions that they have been driven far to the south- 
ward by the violence of the late northerly winds. It is much 
to be wished that they were arrived, not only for the use 
they may be of, but on account of the advanced season of 
the year, and the dangers vessels must run by coming on 
this coast, in the present situation of things, without con- 
voy or force, and having no friendly port but this to receive 
them, while the Rehels' cruisers are watchful to take the 
advantage of their weakness or necessities, wherein they 
have already been too successful, and will probably do 
much more mischief, unless the King's ships can contrive 
to cut them off. 

A remarkable instance of daring spirit was shown on the 
25th instant, within a short distance of the light-house, and 
within view of His Majesty's ships, by a schooner that had 
actually taken one, and would have taken two transports 
loaded, with forage, had it not been for the vigilance of 
Lieutenant Bourmaster, of the Navy, and agent of trans- 
ports, on this service, who cut his cables, rescued the vessel 
taken, and drove off the Rebel, in an armed transport, sta- 
tioned for the protection of the light-house. In justice to 
thirgentleman's merit, I beg leave to report (o your Lord- 
ship, that he has, during General Gage's command, and 
since that time, invariably acted with the greatest alacrity 
and attention to the service in his own line, and upon other 
occasions. 

In consequence of your Lordship's letter to the Master- 
General of the Ordnance, due attention shall be paid to the 
return of the officers belonging to the third Battalion Royal 
Artillery. 

When I had last the honour of writing to your Lordship, 
I flattered myself that the Army would have been in quar- 
ters at this time ; but, to my great disappointment, the 
works necessary for the winter defence of Charlestown 

*\mm?mwiihwrrxtm^:-s~- T - . . . - - - - 

heights have been so much retarded by an unusual wet 
season, and want of artificers, that they are not yet perfect 
for the detachment intended to remain there ; that corps, 
therefore, is still in the field. A part of the troops on this 
side have quitted the camp, and the whole Army, I think 
1 can assure your Lordship, will be under cover in a few 
days. 

I have been under the necessity of taking off the men 
employed upon the fortification within Boston-Neck, which 
wasliegun before General Gage's departure, in order to 
employ them in throwing up redoubts for a better defence 
oh The side of the Common. 

Trie sickness ol the Army has rather increased of late, 
from the severity of the season; but hope, since there is 
notnlng epidemical among us, that we shall quickly recover 
in quarters", provided we do not wait too long for the flocks, 
bedding, blankets, &c, expected from England. In the 
mean time, the utmost attention will be had to the preserva- 
tion of health. 

Tour Lordship having been pleased to take notice of the 
lqss this Army has suffered by desertion during the cam- 
paign, I liave the satisfaction to acquaint you, that only 
thirty-three men have deserted since the 19th of April. 

By information, the Rebel Troops are in great want of 
clothing, and much dissatisfied on other accounts; their 
agreements To serve will expire for the most part by the 
lasLof December, and there is reason to believe that many 
of them will decline entering into new engagements; in 
the mean time, they have got into barracks, having a range 
of them at every post, the most extensive of which are 
at Cambridge. 

The light-house at the mouth of this harbour, so neces- 
sary for the safety of vessels bound to this port, is now, I 
hope, effectually secured, and a detachment of troops will 
be kept there for its future defence ; the lantern is repaired, 
and was lighted the 23d instant. 

I beg leave to remark, the great want of seamen experi- 
enced this summer, for the navigating of transports, for 
manning armed vessels and boats on particular services, and 
on many other occasions, which induces me to urge the 
necessity of sending out seamen to complete the transports 
to their proper number, a return whereof is enclosed. It is 
also to be wished, that the King's ships had their war es- 



tablishments, as they would then be able to spare men for 
extra services, and not have the same reason for pressing 
out of the vessels from Europe and other parts, coming with 
supplies for the Navy and Army — a practice which may 
greatly affect us in future, unless your Lordship will be 
pleased to direct that protections be given to vessels sailing 
from Britain, and exemptions to others who may bring 
such supplies. 

Before the departure of General Gage, an expedition 
was concerted by the General and Admiral, for the destruc- 
tion of Cape Ann and Falmouth, two sea-port towns on 
the coast to the eastward, that were distinguished for their 
opposition to Government. The Canceau, and an armed 
transport, having a small detachment of troops on board, 
were to execute it. From circumstances, it was found 
inexpedient to make any attack upon Cape Ann, where- 
upon they proceeded to Falmouth, which place, after giving 
timely warning to the inhabitants, for the removal of them- 
selves and their effects, was destroyed on the 18th of Octo- 
ber, burning about five hundred houses, fourteen sea ves- 
sels, taking and destroying several others, without any loss 
on our part. 

On the return of this detachment, the 5th instant, I 
received confirmation, that the party from the Rebel Army, 
under the command of a Colonel Arnold, of which I pre- 
sume your Lordship would have advice from General Gage, 
had gone up the Kennebeck River, intending to enter Cana- 
da by the River Chaudiere; that they had got to Fort 
Halifax, about sixty miles from the mouth of the Kenne- 
beck, from whence they had sent back about two hundred 
sick; nothing further has been since heard of them. 

General Gage would of course acquaint your Lordship, 
that a vessel arrived express from Quebeck, on the 10th 
of October, with letters to him from General Carlelon 
and Lieutenant-Governour Cramahe, copies of which are 
herewith enclosed. In consequence, I determined to send, 
and had ordered a Battalion of Marines to embark imme- 
diately on board transports, and proceed to Quebeck, under 
the convoy of the Cerberus, frigate, as had been settled by 
Admiral Graves declaring the attempt unadvisable and im- 
practicable for transports; upon which.! wrote to him, that 
I should drop the idea of sending the troops in transports, 
upon his representations, as your Lordship may observe by 
a copy of my letter enclosed, (No. 2,) intending at that 
time to procure smaller vessels, better adapted to work their 
way up the River St. Lawrence; but not being able to have 
them fitted for sea in reasonable time to undertake the voy- 
age with the least prospect of succeeding, I judged it most 
prudent to decline sending the re-enforcement, and de- 
spatched the express vessel back to Qjiebeck, on the even- 
ing of the 13th of October. 

A variety of contradictory reports have since come, by 
the way of New- York, relative to the transactions on the 
part of Canada, and mostly favourable to His Slajesty's 
arms, until the 20th instant, when a few days past a Rebel 
paper was brought in here, giving an account of the surren- 
der and capitulation of Chambly and St. John's, by which 
the garrison are to remain prisoners in Connecticut, or 
elsewhere, as the Continental Congress shall direct ; Ma- 
jor Stopford, of the Seventh Regiment, commanded at the 
first, and Major Preston, of the Twenty-Sixth, at the latter 
place. A vessel from Quebcck, bound to Europe, which 
was spoke with lately at sea, having given the same infor- 
mation, I fear there is too much truth in the intelligence. 

I am, &c, „. TT 

v\. Howe. 



London, November 27, 1775. 

This day, a few minutes after three o'clock, in the House 
of Commons, Mr. Alderman Oliver made his motion; he 
was seconded by the Lord Mayor of London. It was 
couched in the following terms: " That an humble address 
be presented to His Majesty, requesting that His Majesty 
would be graciously pleased to impart to the House who 
were the original authors and advisers of the following 
measures, before they were proposed by Parliament : the 
taxing America without consent of its Assemblies, for the 
purpose of raising a revenue ; for the extending the juris- 
diction of the Courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty; 
for taking away the Charter of the Province of Massachu- 
setts-Bay; for restraining the American fishery; for ex- 
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erupting murderers from trial in America; for transporting 
accused Colonists to England, to be tried for offences com- 
mitted in America; and, more especially, for establishing 
popery and despotism in Canada." A little after six, the 
main question was put, and it was rejected on a division ; 
one hundred and sixty-three against it, and ten for it. 

ALBEMARLE COUNTY ( VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE. 

Albemarle, November 27, 1775. 

Resolved, That this Committee are affected with the 
deepest anxiety on account of the distressed situation to 
which many of the poor inhabitants in the lower parts of 
this country are or may be reduced, by being driven from 
their habitations, and do therefore earnestly recommend to 
all the good people of this County to furnish all such as 
may be in need thereof with such lands, houses, and other 
accommodations as may be in their power to spare ; and 
each member of this Committee doth, for himself, resolve 
to enter cordially into this humane design. 

Ordered, That the above Resolution be published in the 
Virginia Gazette. Jqhn WalkeBj chairman. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 

Ticonderoga, November 27, 1775. 

Sir: In my letter of the 20th instant, I observed that about 
six hundred and fifty or seven hundred of the troops raised 
in Connecticut remained in Canada. 1 have not had a re- 
turn from thence, but, from the best information I have 
been able to procure, and from former returns, I am con- 
vinced they do not exceed two hundred. The enclosed 
state, though imperfect, will exhibit nearly our force in 
Canada. 

It may be asked why Warner's Regiment were suffered 
to come away, and some other of the troops raised in this 
Colony, as the term for which they were engaged would 
not expire until the last day of next month. The unhappy 
cause is this: at St. John's the Connecticut troops were so 
very importunate to return home, that General Montgomery 
was under the necessity of promising that all those that 
would follow him to Montreal should have leave to return. 
This declaration he could not confine to the Connecticut 
troops, as such a discrimination would have been odious. 
It might have been expected that men influenced by a 
sense of liberty would not have required such a promise, 
and that others, to whom it was not immediately intended, 
would not have taken the advantage of it ; but all this 
flows from the same unhappy source with the other dis- 
orders too prevalent in our troops — a want of subordina- 
tion and discipline, an evil which may prove fatal to us. 

Few of the troops now in Canada will be able to come 
away until they can cross upon the ice ; but as soon as that 
happens, I believe the greater part will return ; and should 
we not be able to possess ourselves of Quebeck, which it 
is probable we will not if Colonel Arnold met with any 
opposition, as the weather has been so exceedingly severe 
that no troops could lie out, the consequences may be very 
deplorable. Perhaps it may be thought necessary, all cir- 
cumstances considered, to raise three thousand men in 
Pennsylvania and New- Jersey, and order them to rendez- 
vous with all possible despatch at Albany, to prepare and 
be ready to march as soon as the lakes are passable, con- 
ducted by whatever officer Congress shall appoint to com- 
mand in that quarter. 

General Washington writes me that he is in very great 
want of powder, lead, mortars, cannon, and most sorts of 
' artillery stores, and begs that 1 will send him all that can 
be spared from this quarter. What operations Congress 
may intend to carry on this way, I do not know, and con- 
sequently cannot determine if any can be spared ; but at 
present none can be sent, as we must wait until lake George 
is frozen over, in order to transport them. The little pow- 
der here is going to New-York, agreeable to the order of 
Congress. Lead we have little left, and all the ordnance 
and military stores in Canada are either carried off or de- 
stroyed by General Carleton, except what was taken at 
St. John's, and what was sent from hence. 

As the Ministry seem determined to carry on the war 
with spirit, would it not be advisable, as soon as there is 
good sledding, to remove all the prisoners from Connecti- 



cut to some of the interior Towns in Pennsylvania ; both 
because it will enable the former Colony to oppose more 
men, and save the expense of transporting provisions from 
Hudson's River for the supply of the eastern Armies, which 
1 think I can foresee must be the case in the next cam- 
paign. 

21th, two o'clock. — I have this moment received a let- 
ter from General Montgomery, copy of which I do myself 
the honour to enclose you. In a note of the 20th, he 
advises me that he hoped to proceed towards Queheck the 
next day ; but complains that the troops leave him in great 
numbers, and of the Green Mountain Boys especially, 
who had promised to go down with him. 

I could wish Mr. Mason to be confirmed as Postmaster 
at Montreal. I shall make a temporary appointment of one 
at Albany; but I did not think that the army letters should 
pay postage, and have therefore wrote to Mr. Hazard to 
deliver them gratis, until he receives orders from the Post- 
master-General on this head. 

I am informed that all the vessels in which Mr. Carle- 
ton had embarked himself, his troops aiid stores, have sur- 
rendered by capitulation ; that Carleton got on shore, and 
was gone towards Quebeck. I believe it to be true, and 
hope soon to give you authentick intelligence of it. 

The schooner and row-galley taken at St. John's are 
just arrived here, together with our sloop and schooner, 
full of prisoners and their baggage. I am much distressed 
to get them on, my cattle fairly worn out, and only six 
horses, which I sent for from my own stables, and the boats 
that go from the landing to Fort George do not return 
above once in eight days from thence, as I have few men 
there, and the troops that are going home will not by any 
means send a few hands to bring them back. 

I have issued warrants for raising three Companies. I 
hope they will be up before the first of January, as I can- 
not get any of the few men here to re-engage. 

The gentlemen of the Committee are not yet arrived. 

28th. — At four this afternoon I was agreeatly surprised 
with the sight of Brigadier-General Prescott and the offi- 
cers taken with him from on board the vessels. En- 
close you the several returns sent me by General Mont- 
gomery, who was so hurried with his preparations for de- 
scending to Quebeck, that he could not find time to send 
me the terms which he gave Prescott. 

I am happy to learn by the gentlemen of the Committee, 
who arrived here at seven this evening, that Congress has 
ordered the prisoners to Pennsylvania. As those still here 
and on their way from Montreal will not be able to go 
down Hudson's River in vessels, I propose sending them 
to Ulster County, for the present, as the expense of wheel 
carriages runs very high, and that they may be moved 
thence in sleds at a much cheaper rate, as soon as we have 
a fall of snow. 

General Carleton stole from on board the vessels with 
six Canadians, and dressed like one of them ; in this dis- 
guise he hopes to get into Quebeck; but if he does, the 
weather has been so severe that I trust he will not be able 
to leave it, and then he must fall into our hands In the 
course of this winter, if not immediately. 

I find that it is the intentions of the New-York Con- 
gress that the troops raised in that Colony should pay for 
their underclothes that were given them. I cannot learn 
that the troops expected to have any thing stopped out of 
their wages on that account. The greatest part of them 
are now in Canada, and I fear that few of them will remain 
in the service if that should be the case. I could wish, 
therefore, for the immediate determination of Congress on 
this head. 

I am, Sir, with sentiments of the most profound respect, 
your most obedient and very humble servant, 

Philip Schuyler. 
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Montreal, November 19, 1775. 
Dear General : I wrote to you the other day, in a 
great hurry, by express, sending a letter for General Wash- 
ington, from Colonel Arnold. I have this morning had 
another express from Colonel Arnold, acquainting me he 
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has crossed the river to the Quebeck side ; that he has 
been near surprising the Town; that it was closely invest- 
ed ; that they were in the greatest confusion within, the in- 
habitants having refused to take arms. A scarcity of pro- 
visions and wood must bring the garrison to terms, were a 
blockade alone to be the measure adopted. Mr. Carleton 
is in statu quo, about fifteen miles on this side Sorel, where 
I hope they will not let him pass. 1 suppose Mr. Carleton 
is on board the fleet, which left this upon my arrival, as I 
never, have had any account of his making his escape. 

I have not yet been able to adjust the new formed corps, 
or get our warm clothing ready to go down, touching which 
I am exceedingly impatient, Arnold having no artillery, and 
being in want of warm clothing. 

I have appointed a Mr. Mason (one of our friends in 
this Town) Postmaster, till the pleasure of Congress be 
known, to be recommended to Dr. Franklin. 

I find Mr. Price so active and intelligent, so warm a 
friend to the measures adopted by Congress, that I wish to 
have him mentioned in the strongest terms to Congress. I 
have set a Regiment on foot of Canadians, James Living- 
ston, Colonel ; to be engaged for twelve months, should this 
unhappy controversy last so long. 

I have made the inhabitants acquainted with the views 
of Congress relative to this Province, declaring 1 should 
call a convention upon my return from Quebeck. I have 
had some conversation with Pierre Flacquet, a Jesuit, at 
the head of the society here, and esteemed a very sensible 
fellow. He complained of some little indignities shown 
their order, particularly in making part of their house the 
common prisuri,byH>8 Majesty's Governours. 1 promised 
redress, and Tiinted, at the same time, the great probability 
of that society enjoying their estate, (notwithstanding Sir 
JefferyAmhersVs pretensions,) should this Province accede 
to the~generaI_union, I hope this hint may be of service, 
the Priests hitherto having done us all the mischief in their 
power; in tnany" Parishes they will not yet give the peo- 
ple absolution. However, I have shown all the respect in 
rriy*p6wBrtb'reTiguin, and have winked at this behaviour 
inlEe Prjests^for fear of giving malice a handle. 

f wjsh I could have apprized you in time of your obliga- 
tions to Captain McKay. He generously offered Mr. Carle- 
ton, iT he would" give him two hundred men, to go and 
burn the new church at Sartigan, last summer ; he is so 
inveterate a fellow, that I think if the other prisoners should 
be indulged in returning to their families this winter, he 
Otrgbtiiot to be permitted to enter this Province. When 
a 'do'nv^Btibn is assembled,, I propose requesting the return 
of the other gentlemen on their parole. 

The inhabitants are our friends on both sides of the 
river to Quebeck; our expresses go without interruption 
backwards and forwards ; a young man who has got out of 
Quebeck informs me that the Lieutenant Governour, the 
Chief Justice, and several others, have put their baggage 
orrboard ship, and that no ship is permitted to sail : this 
looks as if they despaired of making a defence. Colonel 
Mqclfan has threatened a sortie. Arnold is apprized of it, 
and Ms troops wish for it. 

I hear there is a considerable quantity of powder at 
Niagara; perhaps this may be thought an object worthy 
of attention. They have been very apprehensive of an 
attack from th = e Virginians in that quarter all this summer. 
I fear Carleton has thrown a great quantity of powder into 
the river. I have desired a severe message to be delivered 
to him on that subject. 

Farewell, my dear Sir, and believe me, with all regard 
and respect, your most obedient servant, 
To General Schuyler. Richard Montgomery. 

P. S. Hard money, if possible, should be sent down. I 
ean get some thousands here from Price, though not suffi- 
cient to answer all expenses, and jt is too soon to offer 
paper. 

Montreal, November 15, 1775. 

The General embraces this happy occasion of making 
his acknowledgments to the troops, for their patience and 
perseverance during the course of a fatiguing campaign. 
They have merited the applause of their grateful country- 
men. He is now ready to fulfil the engagements of the 
publick. Passes, together with boats and provisions, shall 



be furnished, upon application to commanding officers of 
Regiments, for such as choose to return home. Yet he 
entreats the troops not to lay him under the necessity of 
abandoning Canada ; of undoing in one day what has been 
the work of months, and of restoring to an enraged and 
hitherto disappointed enemy the means of carrying a cruel 
war into the very bowels of their Country. Impressed 
with a just sense of the spirit of the troops, their attach- 
ment to the interest of the United Colonies, and of their 
regard to their own honour, he flatters himself that none 
will leave him at this critical juncture, but' such whose 
affairs or health absolutely require their return home. He 
has still hopes, notwithstanding the advanced season of the 
year, should he be seconded by the generous valour of the 
troops, hitherto highly favoured by Providence, to reduce 
Quebeck, in conjunction with the troops which have pene- 
trated by way of the Kennebeck River, and thereby deprive 
the Ministerial Army of all the fooling in this important 
Province. 

Those who engage in this honourable cause shall be 
furnished completely with every article of clothing neces- 
sary for the rigour of the climate, viz : a blanket coat, coat, 
vest, breeches, one pair stockings, two shirts, leggins, socks, 
shoes, mitts, and cap, at the Continental charge, and one 
dollar bounty. The troops are only requested to engage 
till the 15th of April. They shall be discharged sooner, 
if the expected re-enforcements arrive before thai J ime,_ 
James Van Rensselaer, Aid-de- Camp. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Montreal, November 20, 1775. 

My dear Sir : In my letter of yesterday I omitted to 
speak of Captain Lamb, of the artillery ; I have had some 
difficulty in persuading him to stay. He says the pay is 
such a trifle that he is consuming his own property to main- 
tain himself, and that by and by his family must starve at 
home. „ ..._ _ 

He is absolutely necessary with this Army, if we are to 
have artillery. He is active, spirited, and industrious, and 
I do think he should have an appointment adequate to the 
services he has rendered. I have entreated him to stay, 
with assurance that I would represent his circumstances to 
Congress ; in the mean time, I have given him a little money 
on account. 

I hear of your bad health with the most real concern: 

don't despair. Yours, n „, 

r ' Kichard Montgomery. 

To General Schuyler. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER, 

Montreal, November 22, 1775. 

My dear Sir: Colonel Easton has shown so much zeal 
and activity in the important service he has been employed 
upon, that I think myself obliged to speak of him in the 
warmest terms of acknowledgment ; and, as his character 
has suffered in the publick opinion by some unfortunate 
transaction last summer, I hope you will be kind enough 
to do him the justice his conduct with me has merited, 

I am, &ic, 



To General Schuyler. 



Richard Montgomery. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Colvil-Place, ] J miles from Quebeck, Nov. 14, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I wrote you yesterday from Point Levi, by 
an express sent from Sorel by Colonel Easton, of my 
intention of crossing (he St. Lawrence, which I happily 
effected between nine and four in the morning, without 
being discovered, until my party of five hundred men were 
nearly all over, when a frigate's barge coming up, discover- 
ed our landing, and prevented our surprising the Town. We 
fired into her and killed three men. I am this minute in- 
formed, by a gentleman from Town, that Colonel Maclean 
had determined to pay us a visit this morning, with six hun- 
dred men and some field-pieces. We are prepared, and 
anxious to see him. Others from Town inform me that 
the inhabitants in general had laid down their arms. By 
the best information, they are in the greatest confusion ; 
very short of wood and provisions, much divided, and re- 
used provisions from the inhabitants ; and if blocked up 
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by a superior force, must, as soon as the frost sets in, sur- 
render. I have thought proper to despatch the bearer to 
inform you of my situation, as also with a request I have 
to make. I must refer you to him for particulars : as I 
have been so unfortunate in my former letters, I do not 
choose to commit every intelligence to writing. It is the 
current report here that you have invested Montreal and 
cut off their retreat. This I hope is true, and that I shall 
soon have the pleasure of seeing you here. 

I am, dear Sir, with great respect, your obedient hum- 
ble servant, D . 

' B. Arnold. 

Brigadier-General Montgomery. 

P. S. Since writing the foregoing, the enemy found 
means to make prisoner of one of our out sentinels. I im- 
mediately invested the Town as near as possible with my 
troops, which has occasioned them to set fire to the sub- 
urbs of St. John's, and several of the houses without the 
wall are now in flames. B. A, 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Camp before Quebeck, November 16, 1775. 

Dear Sir: My last was of the 14th inst., advising you 
of my crossing the St. Laurence, and being before Que- 
beck ; since which, I have not had the pleasure of hearing 
from you. I then informed you of my situation and pros- 
pects. Fearing that may have miscarried, I have thought 
proper to despatch the bearer, a merchant of Quebeck, and 
particular friend of mine, who has been kind enough to 
offer his service, and will inform you more fully than in my 
power to write, I am very anxious to hear from you, and 
much more so to. see you here. 

I am, dear Sir, with great esteem, your obedient humble 

servant, A 

' Benedict Arnold. 

Brigadier-General Montgomery. 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOUR CRAMAIIE. 
Camp before Quebeck, November 15, 1775. 

Sir: I yesterday sent the enclosed with a flag and offi- 
cer, who, approaching near the walls of the Town, was, 
contrary to humanity and the laws of nations, fired on, and 
narrowly escaped being killed. This I imputed to the ig- 
norance of your guards, and ordered him to return this 
morning, and, to my great surprise, he was received in the 
same manner as yesterday. This is an insult I could not 
have expected from a private soldier, much more from an 
officer of your rank ; and, through me offered to the United 
Colonies, will T>e deeply resented ; but at any rate cannot 
redound to your honour or valour. I am informed you 
have put a prisoner, taken from me, into irons. I desire 
to know the truth of this, and the manner in which he 
is treated. As I have several prisoners, taken from you, 
who now feed at my own table, you may expect that they 
will be treated iri the same manner, in future, as you treat 
mine. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Benedict Arnold. 

To the Honourable H. T. Cramahe. 

Camp before Quebeck, November 14, 1775. 

Sir: The unjust, cruel, and tyrannical acts of a venal 
British Parliament, tending to enslave the American Colo- 
nies, have obliged them to appeal to God and the sword 
for redress. That Being, in whose hands are all human 
events, has hitherto smiled on their virtuous efforts. And 
as every artifice has been used to make the innocent Ca- 
nadians instruments of their cruelty, by instigating them 
against the Colonies, and oppressing them on their refusing 
to enforce every oppressive mandate, the American Con- 
gress, induced by motives of humanity, have, at their re- 
quest, sent General Schuyler into Canada for their relief. 
To co-operate with him, I am ordered by his Excellency 
General Washington to take possession of the Town of 
Quebeck. 1 do therefore, in the name of the United Co- 
lonies, demand immediate surrender of the Town, fortifica- 
tions, &c, of Quebeck, to the forces of the United Colo- 
nies under my~ ; command ; forbidding you to injure any of 
the inhabitants of the Town in their persons or property, 



as you will answer the same at your peril. On surrender- 
ing the Town, the property of every individual shall fee 
secured to him ; but if I am obliged to carry the Town by 
storm, you may expect every severity practised on such 
occasions ; and the merchants, who may now save their 
property, will probably be involved in the general ruin. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Benedict Arnold. 

Hon. Hector T. Cramahe, Lieutenant-Governour of Que- 
beck. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM RHODE-ISLAND TO A GEN- 
TLEMAN IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED NOV. 27, 1775. 

■You most justly observe that America can only look for 
safety in a vigorous, determined defence. The die is cast. 
The union of the Colonies with Britain is at an end. It 
is as easy to bring the two poles together as to bring about 
an accommodation. The King is absolute master of the 
Parliament, of the Treasury, of the Army, of the Navy, 
and of a still greater host of pensioners, placemen, and ex- 
pectants, and is unalterably determined to be as absolute 
master of America. The people of Britain, even sup- 
posing them averse to the measures pursued by the King, 
are disarmed, spiritless, and without leaders, and conse- 
quently will do nothing effectual in our favour, unjess they 
should meet with some signal misfortunes. In short, the 
only thing I hope for from them is, that, as it is impossible 
to raise the supplies within the year, the moneyed men 
will be afraid to advance the necessary sums for carrying 
on the war. In this situation, we may be assured that we 
shall have the whole force of Britain to contend with ; 
and, considering the immense debt under which the Nation 
staggers, the loss of trade and revenue, the great danger of 
a war with the house of Bourbon, (who will not let slip so 
glorious an opportunity of revenging the losses and dis- 
graces of the last war,) and the greater danger of the fail- 
ure of publick credit, I think it highly probable that theij 
whole force will be exerted in the next campaign. The 
Ministry know that if the war be protracted, it will finally 
prove unsuccessful; and, of course, they must and will 
adventure their whole upon a single cast. You mention- 
ed to me, in a letter, some time since, your opinion that 
the enemy will act next year with three armies in Am.eri- 
ca. If you have truly conjectured their plan, as I believe 
you have, they will not have less than thirty-five thousand 
men, well appointed, besides their naval force. Do not 
let us flatter ourselves that the Ministry will not be able to 
procure so great a number of men ; for one year they can 
make still more powerful efforts. But let us not be dis- 
couraged ; wq have men enough, and plenty of provisions, 
and all things necessary for our defence. 1 trust we have 
a great share of publick spirit, and what is wanting in that 
will be amply supplied by a manly resentment of intoler- 
able injuries, scorn, and contempt. Let us be fully pre- 
pared for one warm campaign, and, although the war may 
continue longer, the Colonies will be out of danger. We 
have, perhaps, the greatest resources of any people upon 
earth. We begin the war free from debt; the population 
is very rapid; we have an immense vacant territory, which 
may be filled with inhabitants, even during the war, and 
which, with the Crown rents, will be a sufficient fund for 
the payment of any debts we may contract; besides, the 
debt contracted by three millions of people will be proba- 
bly paid by six millions. Nor will our children have reason 
to censure our conduct. We shall leave them a glorious 
patrimony, encumbered only with an insignificant debt. 
The great question between America and Britain is now 
reduced to a point : we must be independent or slaves. 
No man can hesitate a moment in his choice. With vigour 
and prudence, the whole force of America may be united 
and exerted. We must declare ourselves free. While we 
continue humble petitioners, professing loyalty, duty, and 
obedience, what nation upon earth will enter into alliance 
with us, or take any measures, unless to our prejudice, in 
consequence of the present quarrel? A federal, not an in- 
corporating union, must be completed as soon as possible. 
Above all, the authority of the Congress must be establish- 
ed ; for there is no other name given under heaven whereby 
we can be politically saved. Sufficient quantities of warlike 
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stores and provisions must be seasonably collected for 
armies, to consist, in the whole, of not less than sixty thou- 
sand men. Our furnaces and smiths' shops must be em- 
ployed in making cannon, cannon ball, and muskets ; and 
other stores must be collected this winter. In short, we 
have immense preparation to make, and but a little time 
to do it in. These are some of the measures that appear 
to me of the utmost importance. They are striking at 
first view, and need not any arguments to enforce them, 
even if I had time. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO EICHARD HENRY LEE. 

Cambridge, November 27, 1775. 

Dear Sir: Your favour of the 13th, with the enclo- 
sures, (for which I thank you,) came to this place on 
Wednesday evening — part of which, that is, the night, I 
was engaged with a party of men throwing up a work 
npon a hill called Cobble-IJUl, which, in case we should 
ever be supplied with such things as we want, may prove 
useful to us, and could not be delayed, as the earth here 
is getting as hard as a rock. This, and the early departure 
of the post, prevented my giving your letter an answer 
the next morning. 

In answer to your inquiries respecting armed vessels, 
there are none of any tolerable force belonging to this Go- 
vernment. I know of but two of any kind ; those very 
small. At the Continental expense, I have fitted out six, 
per the enclosed list, two of which are upon the cruise 
directed by Congress : the rest ply about Capes Cod and 
Ann ; as yet, to very little purpose. These vessels are 
all manned by officers and soldiers, (except, perhaps, a 
master, pilots, Sic. ;) but how far, as they are upon the old 
establishment, which has not more than a month to exist, 
they can be ordered off this station, I will not undertake to 
say; but suppose they might be engaged anew. Belong- 
ing to Providence, there are two armed vessels; and, I am 
told, Connecticut has one: which, with one of those from 
Providence, is, I believe, upon the cruise you have di- 
rected. 

I have no idea that the troops can remove from Boston 
this winter, to a place where no provision is made for 
them ; however, we shall keep the best look out we can, 
and upon that, and every occasion where practicable, give 
them the best we have. But their situation in Boston 
gives them but little to apprehend from a parting blow, 
whilst their ships can move and floating batteries surround 
the Town. 

Nothing of importance hath happened since my last. I 
am glad to find that our noble Secretary has, at length, 
met with a check; was one of our bullets aimed for him, 
the world would be happily rid of a monster, without any 
person sustaining a loss. This is my opinion, at least. It 
gives me great pleasure to hear that the Ohio Indians have 
entered into a firm treaty of friendship with us ; for I had 
been informed that they were very restless, and had de- 
stroyed the houses, Sic, upon the Great Kanawha, and 
that the improvements which I had been making there, to 
save my lands, valued at one thousand five hundred and 
sixty-eight Pounds, eighteen Shillings, and seven Pence 
halfpenny, were all destroyed, as far as they could be so 
by fire. The last I believe to be true, as I have it from 
Mr. L. Washington, who lives with me, (by the last post,) 
and who adds that the Indians had also destroyed the fort 
which was built last year, at the mouth of the Great Ka- 
naivha. For God's sake, hurry the signers of money, that 
our wants may be supplied. It is a very singular case 
that their signing cannot keep pace with our demands. I 
heartily congratulate you and the Congress on the reduc- 
tion of St. John's. I hope all Canada is in our possession 
before this. No accounts from Arnold since those men- 
tioned in my last letter to the Congress. Would it not 
be politick to invite them to send members to Congress? 
Would it not be also politick to raise a Regiment or two 
of Canadians, and bring (hem out of the country? They 
are good troops, and this would be entering them heartily 
in the cause. My best regards to the good families you 
are with. 

I am, very affectionately, your obedient servant, 

George Washington. 



STEPHEN MOTLAN TO JOHN FROWN. 

Cambridge, November 27, 1775. 

Sir : His Excellency is surprised that you had not re- 
ceived an answer to your letter of the 3d, which he wrote 
to you the 8th instant. He then informed you that, as you 
had made an offer of the powder to the Legislature of the 
Colony, he would not interfere ; that Colonel Gridley had 
received orders for providing the cannon, Sic, for the use 
of this Army. What this gentleman had bespoke and pro- 
vided, with a large quantity expected from Ne w- York and 
Canada, his Excellency thinks will be sufficient. In your 
letter of the 21st you make an offer of one ton of good 
pistol powder, at six shillings per pound. The General 
will take it, though it is a most exorbitant price. He is 
willing to encourage the importation of that necessary 
article. 

By his Excellency's command : 

Stephen Moylan. 
To John Broxon, Esq., Providence. 

P. S. There are two Companies ordered from your 
quarter to this place. Goveruour Cooke will inform vou 
when they march. You will please to send the powder 
under their guard, in a covered wagon. Should they have 
set out before this reaches you, you must get a fbw of the 
minute or militia-men of your Colony to guard it to this 
place. 

ADDRESS OF THE FREEHOLDERS, ETC., OF THE COCNTY OP 
HEREFORD. 

Address of the Sheriff, Gentlemen, Clergy, and Free- 
holders of the County of Hereford, presented to His Ma- 
jesty by John Freeman, Esq., the High Sheriff, being intro- 
duced by the Lord of His Majesty's Bed-Chamber in 
waiting. 

To the King's Most Ercellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

Deign to accept this humble Address of your dutiful 
subjects, the Sheriff, Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders 
of the County of Hereford, as an assurance of their firm 
and inviolable allegiance and loyalty, at a lime when re- 
bellion has erected her standard in the distant Provinces of 
your Empire. 

With affection we regard your person ; with gratitude we 
acknowledge the justice and benignity oT your mild and 
merciful government; with detestation we abhor the pro- 
fessions of attachment to the former, byjhpse who resist 
your authority and oppose your laws. 

To confirm the liberties of Britain, by the establishment 
of the legislative powers of Parliament, our ancestors sac- 
rificed their blood, and, to secure those liberties to their 
posterity, transferred the succession to the crown to your 
Majesty's family. To defend and maintain those powers, 
we look up to your Majesty as the great guardian of our 
Constitution ; and permit us to assure your Majesty that 
we shall cheerfully concur in every support which our duty 
may call for, or our abilities can furnish, towards the suc- 
cess of your Majesty's arms over your rebellious subjects ; 
at the same time most ardently wishing that your Majesty's 
gracious offers of mercy, together with the firm support of 
your dutiful and loyal subjects, may influence the hearts 
of the rebellious to return to their duty and allegiance ; 
and that your whole people reunited may, with us, be 
convinced, that to be a British subject, with all its conse- 
quences, is to be the freest member of any civil society 
in the world. 

And we pray to God that your Majesty and your pro- 
geny may long reign over these realms, in undisturbed peace 
and undiminished splendour. 



ADDRESS OF THE CITY OF ELGIN. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, Council, Burgesses, 
and Inhabitants of the City of Elgin, North-Britain, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by Colonel Slaates Long Morris, 
their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Provost, Magistrates, Coun- 
cil, Burgesses, and Inhabitants of the~City of Elgin, 
North-Britain. 
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Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Provost, Magistrates, Council, Burgesses, and Inhabitants 
of your ancient City of Elgin, beg leave, upon this occa- 
sion, to approach your throne, and humbly to assure your 
Majesty of our firm and inviolable attachment to your sacred 
person and Government. 

Deeply impressed with a grateful sense of the many 
valuable blessings and privileges we enjoy, in common with 
the rest of our fellow-subjects, under your Majesty's wise 
and mild administration, we should think ourselves greatly 
wanting in that respect, duty, and allegiance, we owe to 
the best of Kings, if we omitted this opportunity of testi- 
fying our utmost abhorrence und detestation of the unnatu- 
ral and ungrateful rebellion that presently exists in some of 
your Majesty's Colonies in America; and to assure your 
Majesty that we will, to the utmost of our power, support 
all such measures as shall be judged necessary, by your 
Majesty and Parliament, to put a speedy end to this un- 
provoked rebellion, which, we apprehend, has been greatly 
encouraged and abetted by the seditious practices of a tur- 
bulent and discontented faction at home. It is our sincere 
and ardent prayer, to the supreme disposer of all things, 
that the distractions amongst your misguided and deluded 
American subjects may subside; that peace, good order, 
and a just and constitutional dependance upon the Mother 
Country may again be restored, without the further effusion 
of human blood ; and that your Majesty may have a long 
and prosperous reign, over a free, happy, and united peo- 
ple. 

Signed in our name, presence, and by our appointment, 

' John Duff, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE 



NOBLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY 
ELGIN. 



OF 



Address of the Noblemen, Freeholders, Justices of the 
Peace, and Commissioners of the Land Tax of the County 
of Elgin, presented to His Majesty by the Hon. Arthur 
Duff, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Evccllent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Noblemen, Freeholders, Jus- 
tices of the Peace, and Commissioners of the Land Tax 
of the County of Elgin. 

Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the No- 
blemen, Freeholders, Justices of the Peace, and Com- 
missioners of the Land Tax of the County of Elgin, sen- 
sible of the blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's mild 
and constitutional government, beg leave to approach your 
royal person, to testify our abhorrence of that avowed re- 
bellion which exists in the Colonies in America. 

We humbly beg leave to assure your Majesty, that we 
will support your Majesty, to the utmost of our power, in 
maintaining the dignity of your crown, and the authority 
of the Legislature, over every part of the British Do- 
minions. 

We pray God to return the Colonies to a sense of their 
duty and allegiance, and that your Majesty may reign long, 
to diffuse the blessings of liberty and peace to a grateful, 
free, and united people. 

Signed in our name, presence, and by our appointment, 
at Elgin, the 28th day of November, 1775, by our Prasses. 

Fife. 

address of the burgh of inverary. 

Address of the Magistrates and Town Council of the 
Burgh of Inverary, presented to His Majesty by Colonel 
Staates Long Morris, their Representative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Magistrates and Town Coun- 
cil of the Burgh of Inverary. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
Magistrates and Town Council of Inverary, think it our 
duty, at this time, to approach the throne, and humbly 
speak ounsentiments on the present most alarming crisis 
of publick affairs. 

While, under your Majesty, we enjoyed all the blessings 



of the best Government the wisdom of man ever devised, 
we have seen, with indignation, the malignant breath of 
disappointed faction, by prostituting the sacred sounds of 
liberty, too successful in blowing the sparks of a temporary 
discontent into the flames of a rebellion in your Majesty's 
Colonies, that we from our souls abhor. 

This is now grown to such a daring and dangerous 
height, that we doubt not the same paternal tenderness that 
directed the lenient measures, with which the first swellings 
of this distemper were treated, will apply such forcive 
remedies to the affected parts, as shall be necessary to re- 
store that union and dependency of the whole on the le- 
gislative power, on which the health, strength, and happi- 
ness of the British Empire depends. In the prosecution 
of which, to the wisdom and firmness of your Majesty's 
Councils, we doubt not, will be joined the hearts and hands 
of all that love their Country, and that Sovereign who is 
so truly the guardian of its Constitution and liberty. 

May this best, this most abused of human blessings, be 
long dispensed by your Majesty, and late, very late, may 
you leave your reign, the rare example of a prince who 
loved, revered, and strengthened the rights of his people. 

Signed by appointment. 

George Burnett, Provost, 

Council-House of Inverary, November 28, 1775. 



ADDRESS OF THE MINISTERS AND PRESBYTERY OF IRVINE. 

Address of the Ministers and Presbytery of Irvine, pre- 
sented to His Majesty by the Earl of Loudoun, 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The humble and dutiful Address of the Ministers and 

Elders of the Presbytery of Irvine. 
Most Gracious Sovereign : 

We, your Majesty's most loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
Ministers and Elders of the Presbytery of Irvine, met here 
this day, beg leave to approach your throne, deeply sen- 
sible of the many blessings, both of a sacred and civil na- 
ture, which we enjoy under your Majesty's equitable and 
mild administration. 

We think ourselves called upon, by the present circum- 
stances of publick affairs, to declare unanimously our attach- 
ment to your Majesty's person, family, and Government, 
and our abhorrence of that spirit of licentiousness and 
rebellion which prevails so extensively in your Majesty's 
Colonies. 

We are happy in being able to assure your Majesty that 
the numerous people under our care have the same senti- 
ments of loyalty with ourselves, detest that ungrateful and 
unnatural rebellion, and are disposed to do every thing in 
their power to strengthen the hands of Government, in 
taking the most vigorous measures to put a speedy stop 
to it, and to re-establish peace and harmony upon a solid 
and lasting foundation. 

That Almighty God may direct your Majesty's Coun- 
cils, and give success to the measures of Government for 
restoring peace and bringing the rebellious part of your 
American subjects to a just sense of the invaluable and 
peculiar blessings that accrue to them from the happy 
Constitution of the British Empire, is our most earnest 
prayer. 

Signed in name, presence, and by appointment of the 
Presbytery of Irvine, this twenty-eighth day of November, 

' ' Henry Graham, Moderator. 



CHARLOTTE COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTF.E. 

At a Committee held for Charlotte County, the 28th of 
October, 1775: 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Johnson being summoned to this 
Committee, on the information of sundry witnesses, that 
the said Johnson, on Monday, the 16th of this month, at 
the Ordinary of Mr. John Tankersly, with a bowl of grog 
in his hand, drank success to the British arms, appeared, 
and, after due proof being made of the said charge, the 
said Johnson was pleased to make a full confession thereof, 
and, in the most equivocal and insulting manner, attempted 
to vindicate the said expressions. The Committee bein^ 
desirous to reclaim Mr. Johnson from such sentiments, and 
receive him again into friendly communion, expostulated 
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with him on the impropriety of his conduct, and recom- 
mended it to him to draw up and sign a recantation of such 
principles, with a show of contrition for his behaviour, 
whereby his indiscretion might be forgiven. The said 
Johnson at length produced a paper, affecting to make 
amends to his Country for his wishes against it ; which 
being adjudged insufficient, the Committee required some 
alteration, which Mr. Johnson pretended to make, still 
treating the inquiry with contempt and disrespect. 

The Committee having also called upon him for a justi- 
fication of his conduct in continuing to deal with a certain 
Christopher McConnico, of the said County, who was held 
up as a violator of the Continental Association, and ordered 
to be published in the Virginia Gazette, on the 8th day 
of February last, Mr. Johnson confessed he had dealt, and 
did continue to deal with the said McConnico, since his 
publication, after sufficient proof had been made thereof. 
This Committee consider the said Thomas Johnson to have 
acted as an enemy to America, and ought to be deemed 
as such by every good member of this community ; and, 
further, do recommend it to all the people of the said 
County in particular, and Country in general, to withdraw 
and cease all other and further communication and inter- 
course with him. m „ ™ . 

Ihomas Kead, Chairman. 



LORD STIRLING TO HENDRICK FISHER. 

Morris, New-Jersey, November 28, 1775. 

Sir: I have this day received two Companies of my 
Regiment, raised at this place, which, by orders of the 
Continental Congress, I have put under orders of march 
for a very consequential purpose, which you well know 
admits of nodejay. In those two Companies I find there 
is a deficiency of arms. They are to be had in the County, 
provided money is ready to be paid for them; and, as you 
have twenty-five hundred dollars in your hand of Conti- 
nental money for this purpose, I must desire that you will 
pay to Captain Silas Howel, whom I send express for 
that purpose, eleven hundred and thirty dollars, for which 
the men who receive those arms will be put under stop- 
pages of two dollars a month in the Commissary's hands, 
to repay this advance. 

"I am wejl infornied that there are about seventy very 
good arms, with accoutrements, at Hacktnsack, which I 
mentioned to the Committee of Safety. It is absolutely 
necessary 'we" should have them, and if you will send the 
money to pay for them, I will see that they are forth- 
coming. This must be done immediately. 



To Hendrick Fisher, Esq. 



Stirling. 



EGBERT EENSON TO NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Red-Hook, Dutchess County, N. Y., Nov. 28, 1775. 

Sir: I am now to acknowledge the receipt of a letter 
from some individual members of the late Congress, en- 
closing copies of certain resolutions of the Continental Con- 
gress, of the 8th instant, respecting the number of men to 
be furnished by this County for the use of the fortress in 
the Highlands. The letter came to hand the 18th instant, 
and I would immediately have called the County Com- 
mittee together, but found it would be the saving only ot 
a few days, (the stated meeting being on the 27th;) and 
therefore, with the unanimous advice of the friends to the 
cause in the neighbourhood, I thought it proper to defer 
the matter till that jime, especially as the calling a special 
meeting, the members being dispersed through the County, 
is attended with considerable expense. There was a cir- 
cumstance, also, of which I supposed the Congress ignorant, 
that induced me to think that the business did not°require 
such immediate despatch, namely, that Captain Havens, 
with fifty men belonging to the Continental forces, (the 
party that escorted the Chambly garrison to Connecticut,) 
were on thejr march to garrison the fortification. I laid 
the letter before our General Committee on Monday last, 
who ordered me to write to the Colonels of the two Min- 
ute Regiments in the County, desiiing them each to hold 

a . Company in readiness to march at a minute's warning, 

with a request, also, that those gentlemen would immedi- 
ately write to the commanding officer at the fortress, in- 
forming him of the places of rendezvous of their respective 
Regiments. This measure was advised by three members 



of the Continental Congress, whom I saw as they passed 
through this County on their way to the northward. They 
informed me that they had been at the fort, where they 
had left part of two Companies, and that when Mr. Havens 
arrived with his party, there would be men sufficient for 
its present defence, or, at least, as many as could conve- 
niently be accommodated, and therefore proposed that we 
should only hold a Company or two ready to march upon 
an emergency. I have the pleasure to inform the Congress 
that several Companies have not only turned out, as volun- 
teers, but have, both men and officers, solicited the service. 
I remain, by order of the Committee, your very humble 

servant, ,-, „ „, . 

Egbert Benson, Chairman. 

To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., Presidentjjf the Provincial 
Congress, New-York. 



EGBERT BENSON TO NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. ~ 

Red.Hook, Dutchess County, N. Y., Nov. 28, 1*75. 

Sir: We have lately elected a new General Committee 
for this County, which met yesterday. Although the gen- 
tlemen have honoured me with the chair, yet, as I reside 
in the extreme part of the County, we found it very in- 
convenient that all matters respecting the County should 
previously come to me, especially when they are of such 
nature as to render a special meeting of the Committee 
necessary. We have therefore appointed a Committee of 
Correspondence for the County, consisting of the following 
gentlemen, to wit: Colonel Freer, Captain Piatt, and 
Messrs. John Child, Paul Schcnck, and Peter Tappcn. 
The residence of those gentlemen being at Poughkeepsie, 
they can, with more ease and despatch, communicate to 
the County whatever intelligence they may, from time to 
time, receive, and summon the members of the Commit- 
tee, in case of a special meeting, (which we have author- 
ized them to do,) whenever they think it expedient. I 
am directed to advise the Congress of this matter, with a 
request that, for the future, all letters, directions, &tc, 
respecting the County, may be sent and directed to our 
Committee of Correspondence. 

I remain, by order of the Committee, your very humble 
servant, „ „ .. . 

Egbert Benson, Chairman. 

To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President of the Provincial 
Congress. 



GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Ticonderoga, November 28, 1775. 

My dear General : The evening before General Mont- 
gomery landed on the Island of Montreal, Mr. Carlcton 
embarked his garrison on board of some vessels and small 
craft, and made two attempts to pass our batteries, near the 
mouth of Sore!, but was drove back by Colonel Easton, 
who has behaved with bravery and much alertness. On 
the 19th, Mr. Carleton, disguised en Canadien, arid accom- 
panied by six peasants, found means to make his escape; 
Brigadier-General Prescott surrendered next day by capitu- 
lation. What terms General Montgomery has given him, 
I do not know, as he was so hurried, in preparing to move 
immediately to Quebeck, that he could not find time to send 
them. Prescott and the officers arrived here at four, to-day. 
1 have just received a return of the officers, men, Vessels, 
and stores, taken, which I do myself the honour to enclose. 

Your Excellency's favour, of the 16th November, 1 re- 
ceived two days ago. I believe some cannon and mortars 
may be spared ; but none, except what I have sent across 
Lake George, can be got down until that or this lake 
freezes over. I have a very fine thirteen-inch mortar here, 
and I will make a push to get her over the lake. But where 
will you get shells? We have none here. 

Mr. Livingston, Mr. Langdon, and Mr. Paine, arrived 
here at seven, this evening. The season was so far ad- 
vanced that I could not wait the orders of Congress upon 
sundry matters which appeared to me absolutely necessary 
to be carried into immediate execution. I am, however 
happy to find that every measure 1 have" )TursTi'etl corres- 
ponds with the instructions given to the Committee. 

I am informed that Prescott has used poor Walker and 
Allen with a shameful brutality. Of this 1 shall acquaint 
Governour Trumbull, to whose Colony 1 shall sendhim. 
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I believe our Army in Canada consists of about one thou- 
sand and nine hundred men, including Colonel Arnold's 
corps. I have suggested to Congress that I thought it ne- 
cessary that they should be completed to three thousand, in 
the course of the winter, that they may be ready, early in 
the spring, to put Quebeck (of which 1 make no doubt we 
shall possess ourselves) into a proper state of defence, to 
prevent the enemy from regaining that important place. I 
have added, that I thought it necessary that preparation 
should be made here to throw in a re-enforcement early in 
the spring, if they should be wanted. 

I expect to leave this in a few days, for Albany. 

I am, Sir, your Excellency's most obedient and very 
humble servant, 

To General Washington. 



Philip Schuyler. 



Return of Military Stores on board, the Vessels under the 
command of Brigadier- General Prescott, bound to 
Quebeck, November 19, 1775. 

The Isabella, St. Bouchat, eight chests of small arms ; 
the St. Antoir.e, Pillerin, a large quantity of intrenching 
tools, the exact number not ascertained ; the Reine des 
Anges, Dussault, three casks of nails, six casks of paint, 
and about two hundred pair of shoes ; the Maria, Lisot, 
two casks of rum ; different vessels, eight batteaus be- 
longing to the Crown. 

Besides the above articles, there is a quantity of musket 
ball and ordnance stores, of which the storekeeper will give 



the particulars. 



Thomas Gamble, 

Assistant Quartermaster- General. 



Return of Provisions on board the several Vessels under 
the command of Brigadier-General Prescott, lying 
opposite La Valtrie, Novemeer 19, 1775. 

The Brigantine Gaspee, six firkins butter; the Schooner 
Polly, four hundred and sixty barrels pork ; the Sloop 
Brilliant, twenty barrels biscuit, three hundred and seventy 
barrels flour ; the Schooner Providence, twenty-two barrels 
flour; the Schooner Maria, two hundred and eighty -three 
barrels flour, one hundred and sixty barrels pork, one hun- 
dred firkins butter, six barrels rice; the Sloop St. Antoine, 
one hundred and forty barrels pork; the Isabella, Bou- 
chat, two hundred and seventy firkins butter; the Reine 
des Anges, Dussault, six barrels rice. Total : twenty bar- 
rels biscuit, six hundred and seventy-five barrels flour, 
seven hundred and sixty barrels pork, three hundred and 
seventy-six firkins butter, twelve barrels rice. 

The above return is as exact as can be ascertained. 
More was put on board, but part issued to the troops since 
embarkation. n^ r< 

iHOMAS Lr AMBLE, 

Assistant Quartermaster-General. 

Return of Ordnance and Ordnance Stores on board the 
different Vessels, November 20, 1775, viz: 

Schooner Mar_y, Lisot, master: Ordnance mounted, iron, 
on garrison carriages, (with sponge, ladle, wad-hooks, and 
aprons of lead :) nine-pounders, 2; shot, round, case, nine- 
pounders, 47 ; shot, case, fixed to flannel cartridges, with 
powder, six-pounders, 14; powder, corned, whole barrels, 
3 ; musket cartridges, with ball, 400 ; tin tubes, fixed, six- 
pounders, 20; match, slow, pounds, 8; musket-ball, cwt., 
1 ; powder-horns, 2; linstock, without cocks, 6; hand- 
spikes, 4. 

Isabella, Schooner, Bouchat, master: Ordnance mount- 
ed on garrison carriages, iron, (with sponge, ladles, wad- 
hooks, and aprons of lead :) six-pounders, 2; handspikes, 4; 
cartridge paper, filled with powder, four-pounders, 22 ; side- 
boxes for three-pounders, 3; musket cartridges, with ball, 
63. 

Queen of Angels, Schooner, Dussault, master: Triangle 
gun, complete, 1 ; ordnance, iron, mounted on travelling 
carriage, four-pounder, &c, 1, 

Polly, Schooner, Friend, master : Musket cartridges, with 
ball, 1,917. 

St. Antoine, Pellerin, master: Intrenching tools, num- 
ber unknown. 

Thomas Coopeji, Clerk of Artillery Stores. 



Return of His Majesty's Troops on board the Vessels off 
La Valtrie, under the command of Brigadier- General 
Prescott, November 19, 1775. 

Royal Fusileers: One Captain, one Lieutenant, three 
Sergeants, twenty-one rank and file. 

Twenty-Sixth Regiment : Three Captains, two Ensigns, 
one Surgeon, five Sergeants, five Drummers and Filers, 
ninety-one rank and file. 

Royal Emigrants: One Captain, one Ensign, one Ser- 
geant, one rank and file. 

Royal Artillery : One Storekeeper, one Corporal, one 
Matross, one Drummer, one Fifer. 

Staff: One Brigade Major, one Assistant Quartermaster- 
General. 

Total : Five Captains, one Lieutenant, three Ensigns, 
one Surgeon, nine Sergeants, five Drummers and Fifers, 
one hundred and thirteen rank and file ; Royal Artillery: 
one Storekeeper, one Corporal, one Matross, one Drum- 
mer, one Fifer; Staff: one Brigade-Major, one Assistant 
Quartermaster-General. 

N. B. One private of the Royal Fusileers, sick at Mon- 
treal, not included. Five privates of the Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment, sick at Montreal, not included. 

James Hughes, Esq., Town Major of Montreal, not in- 
cluded in the above return. Major John Campbell not in- 
cluded. Mr. Jones, Provost Marshal, not included. 

Wm. Dunbar, Major of Brigade. 

A List of the Officers of His Majesty's Troops on board 

the Vessels near Montreal, November 21, 1775. 

Brigadier-General Prescott; Captain William Dunbar, 
Major of Brigade; Captain Gamble, Assistant Deputy 
Quartermaster-General. 

Captains Anstruther. Swan, and Crawford; Ensigns 
Campbell and Leslie ; Surgeon Beaumont. 

Captain Home, Lieutenant Cleveland. 

Captain Dunbar, Ensign McDonald. 

Major Campbell, James Hughes, Esq., Town Major of 
Montreal; near fifty women, and ninety odd children. 
Wm. Dunbar, Major of Brigade. 

The following gentlemen have permission from General 
Montgomery to stay in Montreal : 

Major Dunbar, Major Campbell, Major Hughes, Captain 
Crawford, Ensign Campbell. 



GENERAL MONTGOMERY TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Montreal, November 24, 1775. 

My dear General : I am ashamed of dating my letter 
from hence. You will not be surprised at my long stay 
here ; but day after day have I been delayed, without a pos- 
sibility of getting to Arnold's assistance. His last letter I 
enclose you, together with one for General Washington. 
To-morrow, I believe 1 shall sail with two or three hundred 
men, some mortars, and other artillery. 'Tis with great 
indignation I hear Lieutenant Halsey, whom J left as As- 
sistant Engineer at St. John's, to put the barracks in a 
proper state for the reception of a garrison, has rim away 
without leave, taking with him the artificers 1 had left to 
carry on the work. This behaviour deserves the severest 
punishment. I beg he may be made an example of. He 
is a fit subject of it, and deserved to have been dismissed, 
with infamy, for endeavouring to persuade the soldiers to 
return from St. John's, and not to proceed to Montreal. 
Lieutenant Graham, of the Fourth Regiment, and several 
others, can prosecute him. It will be necessary to send hard 
money here immediately, as paper will not yet go down. 
Price has lent me five thousand Pounds, York money. 
Walker has been so fortunate as to get home, being retaken 
in one of the vessels. Poor Allen is sent to England in 
irons. Should any accident befall him, I hope Prescott will 
fall a sacrifice to his manes. 

I sent, by Schuyler, a return of provisions taken in 
the vessels. I wish Lee could set off immediately for 
the command here. I have thoughts of disarming the To- 
ries in this Town ; not so much from any apprehensions I 
have of them, as to quiet the jealous apprehensions of the 
troops. Several Commissaries, and other officers, are flown 
without settling their accounts. I hope those people will 
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incur the heavy censure of Congress: one Mr. Water- 
house, who was appointed by Colonel Bedel, and whose 
conduct must be inquired into, having, I fear, made great 
waste of publick stores ; one Mr. Stewart, who acted at 
La Prairie ; one Mr. Power, who acted at St. John's ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Warner, I believe, has large accounts 
unsettled. In short, there are great abuses to be rectified. 

I wish, exceedingly, for a respectable Committee of Con- 
gress. I really have not weight enough to carry on busi- 
ness by myself. I send you two Indians, taken in Carle- 
ton's attack. I forgot to make you this present before. 

With respect to the Canadian soldiery, I think you may 
venture to send them back. The seigneurs, I should ima- 
gine, might influence, in some measure, the choice of rep- 
resentation for a Convention. 

I am, my dear General, your most affectionate humble 

servant, r> m * 

' Kichard Montgomery.* 

To General Schuyler. 

P. S. The Indians are of the Conosodago. I have not, 
I believe, more than eight hundred effectives here. How- 
ever, I can have as many Canadians as I know how to 
maintain, at least I think so, while affairs wear so promising 
a prospect. 

Montreal, November 23, 1775. 

Honoured Sir: In answer to your favour of yesterday, 
suffer us to acquaint your Honour that we are exceeding 
unhappy to find that you have mistaken the motives which 
induced us to remonstrate against a number of prisoners 
being suffered to remain in this Town. Be assured, Sir, 
it proceeded not from a want of confidence in you, as our 
General — far from it ; but being well acquainted with your 
humane, generous disposition, and knowing how importu- 
nate many of those people are, and, at the same lime, 
firmly believing that the publick safety may be in danger 
from their remaining in this place, we concluded that a 
dutiful remonstrance, from your faithful officers, might 
be used as an argument against granting their requests. 
Suffer us, Sir, as it really proceeded from a sincere regard 
to our Country as well as to you, to intercede with you, not 
to think of quitting us at this critical time; we conceive 
the worst of consequences must almost inevitably follow 
from it ; and also let us beg of your Honour to reconsider the 
permitting the officers to remain here. We assure you that 
we are not alone in our fearful apprehensions of the conse- 
quences, but all our friends in this country join with us in 
sentiment. 

We are, Sir, your Honour's most obedient and humble 

selTants ' James Clinton, Colonel. 

John Nicholson, 
Lewis Dubois. 

To the Hon. General Montgomery. 



COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Foint-aux-Trembles, November 20, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : My last was of the 
14th instant, from Point Levi. The same evening I passed 
the St. Lawrence without obstruction, except from a barge, 
on which we fired and killed three men ; but as the enemy 
were apprized of our coming, and the garrison augmented 
to near seven hundred men, besides the inhabitants, it was 

*Extract of a Letter from General Montgomery to General Sciicy- 
'''- ititt, dated Montreal, November 24, 1775. 

I am ashamed of staying here so long, and not getting to Arnold's 
assistance,. To-morrow I shall sail with two or tliree hundred men, 
some mortars, and other artillery. Lieutenant Halsey, whom I left aa 
Assistant Engineer at <S(. John's, has run away, and taken the artifi- 
cers I had left to carry on the works. He deserves the severest punish, 
ment. Voot Allen is sent to England in irons. I wish Lee could sot 
off immediately for the command here. Our Commissaries have made 
great havock with the publick stores. There are great abuses to be 
rectified. Several Commissaries and other officers have flown without 
settling their accounts. I wish exceedingly for a respectable Commit- 
tee of Congress. I really have not weight enough to carry on busi- 
ness by myself. I have not above eight hundred effectives here ; but I 
can have as many Canadians as I know how to maintain. 

An affair happened yesterday which had very near sent me home. 
A number of officers presumed to remonstrate against the indulgence 
I had giveii some of the officers of the King's troops. Such an insult 
I could not bear, and immediately resigned. To-day they qualified it 
by such an apology as jmts it in my power to resume the command. 
Captain JUamlj is a restless genius, and of a bad temper, and at the head 
of it, He is brave; active, and intelligent, but very turbulent and trouble- 
gome. — Dunlap's New-York. 



not thought proper to attempt carrying the Town by storm, 
but cut off their communication with the country till the 
arrival of General Montgomery. We accordingly invested 
the Town with about five hundred and fifty effective men, 
took possession of a Nunnery, and Major Caldwell's house, 
about half a league from Town. We marched up several 
times near the walls, in hopes of drawing them out, but 
to no effect ; though they kept a constant cannonading, and 
killed us one man. 

On the 18th, having intelligence that Captain Napier, 
in an armed snow, with near two hundred men, having 
made his escape from Montreal, was very near, and that the 
garrison, furnished with a number of good field-pieces, in- 
tended attacking us the next day, I ordered a strict exami- 
nation to be made into our arms and ammunition,, when, to 
my great surprise, I found many of our cartridges unfit for 
use, (which to appearance were good,) and that we had 
no more than five rounds to each man. It was judged pru- 
dent, in our situation, not to hazard a battle, but retire to 
this place, eight leagues from Quebeck ; which we did yes- 
terday, and are waiting here, with impatience, the arrival 
of General Montgomery, which we expect in a few days. 
I have been obliged to send to Montreal for clothing for 
my people, (about six hundred and fifty in the whole,) 
who are almost naked, and in want of every necessary. I 
have been as careful of cash as possible, but shall soon 
have occasion for hard money; as the French have been 
such sufferers from paper heretofore, and mine so large, 
I thought it not prudent to offer it to them at present. I 
have wrote General Montgomery my situation and wants, 
which I expect will be supplied by him. Had I been ten 
days sooner, Quebeck must inevitably have fallen into our 
hands, as there was not a man there to oppose us ; how- 
ever, I make no doubt General Montgomery will reduce it 
this winter, if properly supported with men ; whicli, in my 
opinion, cannot in the whole be less than two thousand 
five hundred, though it may possibly be effected with a less 
number. The fatigue will be very severe at this season, 
and in this inclement climate. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest esteem and 

respect, your Excellency's most obedient and very humble 

servant, r, . 

Benedict Arnold. 

To his Excellency General Washington. 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO GKNERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Point.aux-Tremblcs, November 20, 1775. 

Dear Sir: I wrote you the 14th and 16th inst., from 
before Quebeck, which make no doubt you have received. 
I have this minute the pleasure of yours of the 17th inst. 
I heartily congratulate you on your success ; and hope, as 
fortune has so far been favourable, and is generally so to 
the brave, it may, in future, be equal to your warmest 
wishes. 

It was not in my power, before the 18th, to make an 
exact scrutiny into the arms and ammunition of my detach- 
ment ; when, upon examination, great part of our cartridges 
proved unfit for service, and, to my great surprise, we had 
no more than five rounds for each man, and near one hun- 
dred muskets unfit for service ; add to this, many of the 
men invalids, almost naked, and wanting every necessary 
to make them comfortable. The same day I received ad- 
vice from my friends in Town, that Colonel Maclean was 
making preparation, and had determined, in a day or two, 
to come out and attack us. And as his numbers were 
greatly superior to ours, with a number of field-pieces, and 
the limits of Quebeck are so extensive, I found it impossi- 
ble entirely to cut off their communication with the coun- 
try, without dividing the small number of men, (I have 
about five hundred and fifty effectives,) so as to render 
them an easy sacrifice to the besieged. I therefore con- 
cluded it most prudent to retire to this place; and ordered 
the main body to march at three o'clock, yesterday morn- 
ing, and waited, with a small detachment, to watch the mo- 
tions of the enemy until the main body were out of dan- 
ger ; they all arrived here last night. I have procured 
leather sufficient to shoe them all in a day or two— the only 
article of clothing to be had in this part of the country. 
Enclosed is a memorandum of clothing absolutely neces- 
sary for a winter's campaign, which beg the favourof your 
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forwarding me as soon as possible. Should it be trouble- 
some, I have desired the bearer, Captain Ogden, a young 
gentleman and volunteer from the Jerseys, to procure them, 
and some other articles the officers are in want of, and beg 
the favour of your order to forward them on. 

Captain Napier, in the snow, and a small schooner, passed 
us yesterday, and are now at Quebeclc. The two frigates 
were laid up the 18th; their guns and men all taken on 
shore. They are getting all the provisions they possibly 
can out of the country, and are doubtless determined to 
make the best defence. From the best accounts I can get, 
their force is about one thousand men, namely: Landed 
from the frigate and two transports, from St. John's, one 
hundred and fifty; recruits, Colonel Maclean's Regiment, 
one hundred and seventy, irregulars ; from the Lizard, two 
hundred seamen and marines ; from the Hunter, sloop, one 
hundred seamen and marines; on board Captain Napier's, 
one hundred and fifty — which make seven hundred and 
seventy: inhabitants, French and English, on their side, 
one hundred ; inhabitants obliged to bear arms against their 
inclination, and who would join us if an opportunity pre- 
sented, six hundred ; neutrals, four hundred. Total: one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy. 

You will, from the above account, be better able to judge. 
of the force necessary to carry the Town. If my opinion 
is of any service, I should think two thousand necessary, as 
they must be divided, at the distance of three or four miles, 
to secure the passes effectually ; and as there is no proba- 
bility of cannon making a breach in the walls, I should 
think mortars of the most service, the situation for heaving 
shells being extremely good, and I think, of course, would 
soon bring them to compliance ; if not, time and perseve- 
rance must effect it, before they can possibly be relieved. 

Colonel Allen and his party have been, some time since, 
sent to England in irons. Mr. Walker I have not heard 
of. I have ordered Captain Ogden to send down all the 
powder and ball on the road. If he should not be able to 
procure sufficient, I make no doubt of your forwarding it 
as soon as possible. The inhabitants are very friendly, and 
give all the assistance they dare to do at present. Had we 
a sufficient force to blockade the garrison, I make no doubt 
of their coming to our assistance in great numbers. As it 
will doubtless take some time in bringing down your artil- 
lery, would it not be better, if you can spare them, to send 
down five or six hundred men, who, joined to my little 
corps, will be able to cut off their communication with the 
country ? 

I am, dear General, with great-esteem, your most obe- 
dient and very humble servant, 

Benedict Arnold. 
To Brigadier-General Montgomery. 

P.. S. My hard cash is nearly exhausted ; it will not be 
sufficient for more than ten days or a fortnight ; and as the 
French have been such sufferers by paper money, I don't 
think it prudent to offer it them at present. R * 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO MESSRS. PRINCE AND HAYWOOD. 

Point-aux-Trcmbles, November 20, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The bearer, Captain Ogden, is a young 
gentleman of good and opulent family, from Jersey, and a 
volunteer in the Army. I have sent him to Montreal, to 
procure some clothing, &tc, for the Army. If he has not 
cash sufficient for his purpose, any articles you are kind 
enough to furnish him with you will please to place to my 
account, which I will see duly paid. If he has occasion 
for any goods out of your way, if you will be kind enough 
to recommend him, I will be accountable ; or the persons 
who supply him may, by virtue of this letter, charge the 
same to me, I hope this will find you and family well ; 
and am, with much esteem, Gentlemen, your most obedi- 
ent humble servant, D A 

Benedict Arnold. 

Messrs. Prince &f Haywood, Merchants, Montreal. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Road December G, 1775.] 

Cambridge, November 38, 1775. 

Sir: I bad the honour of writing to you the 19th inst. 
I have now to inform you that Henry Knox, Esq., is gone 
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to New- York, with orders to forward to this place what 
cannon and ordnance stores can be there procured ; from 
thence he will proceed to General Schuyler, on the same 
business, as you will see by the enclosed copy of instruc- 
tions which I have given him. It would give me much 
satisfaction that this gentleman, or any other whom you may 
think qualified, was appointed to the command of the Ar- 
tillery Regiment. In my letter to you of the 8th inst., I 
have expressed myself fully on this subject, which I beg 
leave to recommend to your immediate attention, as the 
formation of that corps will be at a stand until I am 
honoured with your instructions thereon. 

The vessel laden with wine, which I advised you was 
wrecked on this coast, proves to have been the property of 
a Thomas Salter, of Philadelphia; the papers, relative to 
her and cargo, were sent to Robert Morris, Esq., who can 
give you every information thereon. The schooner with 
the dry goods, from Boston to Halifax, is given up to the 
Committee of Safety at Beverly, who will dispose of her 
and cargo, agreeable to the decision of a Court of Admi- 
ralty ; and the schooner, carried into Portsmouth by Cap- 
tain Adams, proves to be a friend — is of course discharged. 

There are two persons engaged to go to Nova-Scotia on 
the business recommended in your last. By the best in- 
formation w r e have from thence, the stores, &c, have been 
withdrawn some time. Should this not be the case, it is 
next to an impossibility to attempt any thing there, in the 
present unsettled and precarious state of the Army. Col- 
onel Enos is arrived, and under arrest. He acknowledges 
he had no orders for coming away. His trial cannot come 
on until I hear from Colonel Arnold, from whom there is 
no account since I last wrote you. 

From what I can collect, by my inquiries amongst the 
officers, it will be impossible to get the men to enlist for the 
continuance of the war, which will be an insuperable ob- 
struction to the formation of the two Battalions of Marines, 
on the plan resolved on in Congress. As it can make no 
difference, I propose to proceed on the new arrangement 
of the Army, and, when completed, inquire out such offi- 
cers and men as are best qualified for that service, and en- 
deavour to form these two Battalions out of the whole. 
This appears to me the best method, and will, I hope, meet 
the approbation of Congress. 

As it will be very difficult for the men to work when the 
hard frost sets in, I have thought it necessary (though of 
little use at present) to take possession of Cobble- Hill, for 
the benefit of any future operations. It was effected, with- 
out the least opposition from the enemy, the 23d instant. 
Their inactivity, on this occasion, is what I cannot ac- 
count for. It is probable they are meditating a blow some- 
where. 

About three hundred men, women, and children, of the 
poor inhabitants of Boston, came out to Point Shirley last 
Friday. They have brought their household furniture, but 
unprovided of every other necessary of life. I have re- 
commended them to the attention of the Committee of the 
honourable Council of this Province, now sitting at Water- 
town. 

The number enlisted, since my last, are two thousand 
five hundred and forty men. lam very sorry to be neces- 
sitated to mention to you the egregious want of publick 
spirit which reigns here. Instead of pressing to be eno-aned 
in the cause of their Country, which I vainly flattered my- 
self would be the case, I find we are likely to be deserted 
at a most critical time. Those that have enlisted must have 
a furlough, which I have been obliged to grant to fifty at a 
time, from each Regiment. The Connecticut Troops, upon 
whom I reckoned, are as backward, indeed, if possible, 
more so, than the people of this Colony. Our situation is 
truly alarming ; and of this General Howe is well apprized, 
it being the common topick of conversation when the peo- 
ple left Boston last Friday. No doubt, when he is re-en- 
forced, he will avail himself of the information. I am 
making the best disposition I can for our defence, havino- 
thrown up, besides the work on Cobble-Hill, several re- 
doubts, half-moons, Sic, along the bay; and j fear I shall 
be under the necessity of calling in the Militia and Minute- 
Men of the country to my assistance. I say 1 feTir it, be- 
cause, by what.. I can learn from the officers in the Army 
belonging to this Colony, it will be next to an impossibility 
to keep them under any degree of discipline, and that it 
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will be very difficult to prevail on them to remain a mo- 
ment longer than they choose themselves. It is a mortify- 
ing reflection to be reduced to this dilemma. There has 
been nothing wanting, on my part, to infuse a proper spirit 
amongst the officers, that they may exert their influence 
with the soldiery. You see, by a fortnight's recruiting, 
amongst men with arms in their hands, how little has been 
the success. 

As the srnall-pox is now in Boston, I have used the pre- 
caution of prohibiting such as lately came out from coming 
near our camp. General Burgoyne, I am informed, will 
soon embark for England. 1 think the risk too great to 
write you by post, whilst it continues to pass through iYew- 
Yorlc. It is certain that a post has been intercepted, (the 
beginning of last month,) as they sent out several letters 
from Boston, with the post-mark at Baltimore on them. 
This goes by Captain Joseph Blewer, who promises to de- 
liver it carefully unto you. 

You doubtless will have heard, ere this reaches, of Gen- 
eral Montgomery's having got possession of Montreal. I 
congratulate you thereon. He has troubles with his troops 
as well as 1 have. All I can learn of Colonel Arnold is, 
that he is near Quebeck. I hope Montgomery will be able 
to proceed to his assistance. I shall be very uneasy until 
I hear they are joined. 

My best respects attend the gentlemen in Congress ; 
and believe me, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington. 
The Honourable John Hancock, Esq. 



ORDERS BY GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 20, 1775. 
(Parole, Essex.) (Countersign, Falmouth.) 

The Colonels and Commanding Officers of Regiments 
upon the new establishment are forthwith to send one offi- 
cer from each Company upon the recruiting service into 
the country. They are to take with them a copy of the 
recruiting instructions, as contained in General Orders of 
the 12th instant, and comply strictly therewith; care to be 
taken not to leave any Company under the old establish- 
ment destitute of proper officers. 

As the General is informed that this is the season in 
which the people of the four New-England Governments 
lay in provisions, stores, &z,c, for the use of their families, 
he has recommended, in the strongest manner he is capa- 
ble, the necessity of sending money to camp for the imme- 
diate payment of the Troops for the months of October 
and November; and, in order to enable those who have 
anain enlisted, and such others as are resolved to continue 
in service, to do this more effectually, he has also recom- 
mended them to the Congress for one month's advance 
pay, and has no doubt himself of its being complied with, 
if money can be forwarded in time. 

No soldier, whenever dismissed, is to carry away any Arms 
with him that are good and fit for service ; if the Arms are 
his own private property, they will be appraised, and he 
will receive the full value thereof. Proper persons, when 
necessary, will be appointed to inspect and value the Arms 
so detained. 

Head- Quarters, Cambridge, November 21, 1775. 
(Parole, Gloucester.) (Countersign, Hampshire.) 

The Court-Martial of which Colonel Cleveland was Pre- 
sident is dissolved. A General Court-Martial to sit to- 
morrow morning, in General Sullivan's Brigade, to try 
such prisoners as shall be brought before them ; all evi- 
dences and persons concerned to attend the Court. 

Mr. Penuel Chiney, Surgeon to the Thirty-Fourth Re- 
giment, tried at a late General Court-Martial, of which 
Colonel Cleveland was President, for "drawing more Hos- 
pital Stores than he had a right to draw, and for vilifying 
the characters of Major-Generals Lee and Putnam." The 
Court were of opinion that the prisoner is guilty of speak- 
ing words tending to the dishonour of the character of 
Major-General Putnam, and therefore adjudge hi in to be 
cashiered. 

John Davidson, of Captain Bancroft's Company, and 
Thomas Knolton, of Captain Town's Company, Colonel 
Bridge's Regiment, tried at the above General Court- 
Martial, for " quitting their post when upon duty." The 



Court were of opinion that the prisoners are guilty of the 
crime laid to their charge, and do adjudge them to be pun- 
ished with fifteen lashes each; but on account of the youth 
and ignorance of their duty, the Court recommends the 
prisoners for mercy. The General is pleased, upon the 
recommendation of the Court, to pardon the prisoners, but 
at the same time desires it may be noticed that such a 
crime will not meet with mercy in future. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 22, 1775. 
(Parole, Ipswich.) (Countersljrn, Khgstiiii.) 

The General has been informed, more than once or 
twice, that an idea prevails amongst some of the First 
Lieutenants upon the new establishment, that if their Cap- 
tains do not recruit a Company, the command of it will be 
taken away and given to such First Lieutenant, provided 
he can fill it up; which makes the First Lieutenants indif- 
ferent and lukewarm in the recruiting business. Whence 
such an opinion could arise is not easy to say; but if it be 
possible that there are any officers in this Army actuated 
by such principles, the General most positively assures 
them that they not only deceive themselves, but, if proof 
can be given of such a charge, such guilty enemies to their 
Country will, with disgrace, be dismissed from the Conti- 
nental Army and service forever. The General thought 
it his duty to give them this publick notice. 

Whenever the Commanding Officer of one of the new 
Regiments gives a furlough to a recruit, he is previously 
to give notice thereof to the Commanding Officer of the 
Regiment the recruit then belongs to, in order that he 
may be apprized thereof, and know in what manner to 
make his weekly return ; the doing of which is by no 
means to be neglected. 

The men of the Artillery Regiment are not to be re- 
cruited into the other Regiments. 

As fast as the men move into barracks, the Colonels are 
to take especial care that the tents be immediately deliver- 
ed into the hands of the Quartermaster-General, who, after 
the present hurry of business is a little over, is to have 
them washed, repaired, and laid by. 

It is expected that the Colonels will frequently visit their 
men's barracks, and see that they are kept clean and de- 
cent, their victuals properly cooked, &tc. Nothing con- 
tributes more to the health of the Troops, or can add 
more to the reputation of the officers, than men to be seen 
healthy, clean, and well dressed. 

Those officers who have been all the summer in service, 
and recommended by the honourable the Council of this 
Colony for commissions, may now apply for them through 
their Colonels. It is expected that those who have given 
in their names to stay, and are appointed to some of the 
new Regiments, will not apply, as those commissions will 
be given out by Regiments, so soon as the new establish- 
ment takes place. 

The General approves the sentence of the General 
Court-Martial held upon Dr. Chiney, and orders it to take 
place immediately. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 23, 1775. 
(Parole, Lehnnon.) (Countersign, Marshfield.) 

The Colonels or Commanding Officers of each new esta- 
blished Regiment may draw to the amount of two months' 
pay for each officer they send into the country (agreeable 
to the orders of the 20th instant) a recruiting, and furnish 
them therewith ; abstracts to be made and given in accord- 
ing 1 }'- 

Men recruited out of the old Regiments will continue in 
pay after the term of their present enlistments, as usual ; 
and all new recruits, that is, men who are not at present 
in the service, will enter upon pay so soon as they enlist, 
and will be allowed six pence a day for subsistence, from 
the time they are recruited until they march for the camp, 
and one penny per mile, from their usuaT place of abode 
to their Regiment, for subsistence and expenses afterwards. 
The officers are not to keep the recruits they raise in the 
country a moment longer than they can help ; but send 
them to their respective Regiments as fast as eight or ten 
of them are enlisted. 

The Colonels or Commanding Officers of Regiments 
may relieve the officers who are first sent into the country 
upon the recruiting service, as they shall see occasion, and 
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are expressly ordered to recall every one who is negligent 
or unsuccessful in this duty. 

The new enlisted men, upon producing to the Colonel 
or Commanding Officer of the Regiment they are enlisted 
into, a Blanket, fit for use, will be entitled to the two dol- 
lars allowed by the Continent therefor; and the Colonel or 
Commanding Officer is to make out a list of the names of 
such men, that the money may be drawn for them. The 
Colonel is to keep a copy of such list, to prevent mistakes ; 
the list must specify the Company each man belongs to. 

The Major-General, with the Brigadier of his division, 
are to appoint three persons of character and judgment to 
value the Arms of discharged soldiers, specifying to whom 
they belong, whether publick or private property, and what 
they consist of. They are to fix a reasonable and just price 
upon them, and to take none but such as are fit for service. 
They are to enter into a book such valuation, and deliver 
the Arms so valued to the Commissary of Artillery Stores, 
and take a receipt for the same. 

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow, in Cambridge, 
to try such prisoners as shall be brought before them. The 
General Court-Martial of which Colonel Poor was Presi- 
dent is dissolved. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 24, 1775. 
(Parole, Unvport.) (Countersign, Providence.) 

Captain William Hubbel, of Colonel Webb's Regiment, 
tried at a late General Court-Martial, for " behaving in a 
low, scandalous, and unofficerlike manner." The Court 
having acquitted the prisoner, the General orders him to 
be released. 

Captain Grey, oi Colonel Brewer's Regiment, tried at 
a General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Enoch Poor 
was President, for " dissuading the soldiers from enlisting, 
therein acting the part of tory and enemy to his Country." 
The Court thinking proper to acquit the prisoner, the 
General orders him to be released. 



Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 25, 1775. 
(Parole, Hampden.) (Countersign, Pym.) 

The commissioned, non-commissioned officers and sol- 
diers, lately arrived in camp from Kennebeck River, are to 
join their respective Corps. A return of them, signed by 
the Commanding Officers of their respective Regiments, 
to be sent to the Adjutant-General Monday morning. 

At the request of the honourable the General Court of 
this Colony, the General directs that the Colonels or Com- 
manding Officers of the Massachusetts Regiments, do re- 
spectively order each of their Captains to make out a Mus- 
ter and Pay-Roll of his Company, up to the first day of 
August last, .from the time of each man's enlistment. This 
is to be done agreeable to the form of a return, which is 
lodged with, and may be had of the Adjutant-General. 
The Court desires these Rolls may be confirmed, upon 
oath, and lodged, as soon as possible, (with the original 
certificates,) in the Secretary's office of the Colony, that 
all the Massachusetts Regiments may be paid up to the 
1st of August, aforesaid. For further particulars, relative 
to this resolution of the General Court, the General refers 
to their resolve of the 3d instant; it being too long to in- 
sert in these Orders. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 2C, 1775. 
(Parole, Wilkes.) (Countersign, Liberty.) 

The Colonels and Commanding Officers of Regiments 
upon the new establishment to order the men to be recruit- 
ed to be paraded every morning, at ten in the forenoon, 
before the Brigadier-General of their respective Brigades, 
who will, reject such as are unfit for service, or do not come 
within the description of the recruiting orders. The Briga- 
dier will sign a certificate of the recruits he approves of, 
and deliver it to each of the Colonels, that the blanket 
money due may be paid, and no more. 

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, November 27, 1775. 

A Court of Inquiry to sit to-morrow morning, to exa- 
mine into„the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Enos, who 
appears to have left Colonel Arnold, his commanding offi- 
cer, without leave. Major-General Lee, President; Briga- 
dier-General Greene, Colonel Stark, Major Durkee, Briga- 



dier-General Heath, Colonel Nixon, Major Sherburne, 
Members. 

Head-Quartere, Cambridge, November 28, 1775. 
(Parole, Montgomery.) (Countersign, Montreal.) 

An express last night from General Montgomery brings 
the joyful tidings of the surrender of the City of Montreal 
to the Continental arms. The General hopes such fre- 
quent favours from Divine Providence will animate every 
American to continue to exert his utmost in the defence 
of the liberties of his Country, as it would now be the 
basest ingratitude to the Almighty, and to their Country, 
to show any the least backwardness in the publick cause. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL JOSEPH REED. 

Cambridge, November 28, 1775. 

Dear Sir : Your favours of the 15th and 17th are 
come to hand. In one of them you justly observe, that 
the sudden departure of Mr. Randolph must cause your 
absence to be the more sensibly felt. I can truly assure 
you that I miss you exceedingly, and if an express decla- 
ration be wanting to hasten your return, I make it most 
heartily, and with some pleasure, as Mr. Lynch, in a letter 
of the 13th, gives this information: " In consequence of 
your letter by Colonel Reed, I applied to the Chief Jus- 
tice, who tells me the Supreme Courts are lately held, 
and that it will be some time before their term will return ; 
that he knows of no capital suit now depending, and that 
it is very easy for Colonel Reed to manage matters so as 
not to let them prevent his return to you. I am sure Mr. 
Chew is so heartily disposed to oblige you, and serve the 
cause, that nothing in his power will be wanting." I could 
wish, my good friend, that these things may give a spur to 
your inclination to return, and that 1 may see you here as 
soon as convenient; for I feel the want of your ready pen 
greatly. 

What an astonishing thing it is that those who are em- 
ployed to sign the Continental bills should not be able, or 
inclined, to do it as fast as they are wanted. They will 
prove the destruction of the Army, if they are not more 
attentive and diligent. 

Such a dearth of publick spirit and such want of virtue, 
such stockjobbing and fertility in all the low arts to obtain 
advantages of one kind or another in this great change of 
military arrangement, I never saw before, and pray God's 
mercy that I may never be witness to again. What will 
be the end of these manoeuvres is beyond my scan. I 
tremble at the prospect. We have been till this time en- 
listing about three thousand five hundred men. To engage 
these, I have been obliged to allow furloughs as far as fifty 
men to a Regiment; and the officers, I am persuaded, in- 
dulge as many more. The Connecticut troops will not be 
prevailed upon to stay longer than their term, saving those 
who have enlisted for the next campaign, and are mostly 
on furlough; and such a mercenary spirit pervades the 
whole, that I should not be at all surprised at any disaster 
that may happen. In short, after the last of this month, 
our lines will be so weakened, that the Minute-men and 
Militia must be called in for their defence; and these, beintr 
under no kind of government themselves, will destroy the 
little subordination I have been labouring to establish, and 
run me into one evil whilst I am endeavouring to avoid 
another: but the less must be chosen. Could Ihave fore- 
seen what I have experienced, and am likely to experi- 
ence, no consideration upon earth should have induced me 
to accept this command. A Regiment, or any subordinate 
department, Would have been accompanied with ten times 
the satisfaction, and, perhaps, the honour. 

The Congress already know, from the general estimate 
given in for a month, what sum it will take to supply the 
Army, and that little less than two hundred and seventy- 
five thousand dollars will answer the purpose; Pray im- 
press this upon the members, and the necessity of for- 
warding the last sum voted, as one hundred thousand 
dollars will be totally inadequate to our demands at this 
time. 

I wish that matter respecting the punctilio hinted at by 
you could come to some decision of Congress. I have 
done nothing yet in respect to the proposed exchange^ of 
prisoners, nor shall I, until I hear from them or you on 



1703 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1704 



this subject. I am sorry Mr. White met with a disappoint- 
ment in the Jerseys, as I could wish not to be under the 
necessity, from any former encouragement given him, of 
taking him into my family. 1 find it absolutely necessary 
that the aids to the Commander-in-Chief should be ready 
at their pen, (which, I believe, he is not,) to render that 
assistance which is expected of them. It would give me 
singular pleasure to provide for those two gentlemen men- 
tioned in your letter; but, believe me, it is beyond the 
powers of conception to realize the absurdities and partia- 
lity of these people, and the trouble and vexation I have 
had in the new arrangement of officers. After five, I 
think, different meetings of the General Officers, I have, in 
a manner, been obliged to yield to the humour and whim- 
sies of the people, or get no Army. The officers of one 
Government would not serve in the Regiments of another, 
although there was to be an entire new creation ; a Cap- 
tain must be in this Regiment, a Subaltern in that Com- 
pany. In short, I can scarce tell, at this moment, in what 
manner they are fixed. Some time hence strangers may 
be brought in ; but it could not be done now, except in an 
instance or two, without putting too much to hazard. 

What can your brethren of the law mean, by saying 
your perquisites, as Secretary, must be considerable ? I 
am sure they have not amounted to one farthing. Cap- 
tain Blewer waits, and therefore I shall add no more than 
that I am, dear Sir, your most obedient and affectionate 

servant, ,-, w 

' George Washington. 

To Colonel Joseph Reed. 



Adieu, my dear General. I wish you a return of your 

health: and am, &c, ,-, 1IT 

' George Washington. 

To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department. 



ROBERT II. HARRISON TO MAJOR-GENERAL WARD. 

Cambridge, November 28, 1775. 

Sir: lam to acquaint you, by his Excellency's com- 
mand, that, from the returns made of the Connecticut 
troops, he has no dependance in their enlisting anew, and 
continuing here. He therefore desires that you, with Gen- 
erals Thomas and Spencer, will be at Head-Quarters as 
early to-morrow as you conveniently can, to take such 
measures as may be judged expedient, in case of their de- 
parture. You will please to communicate this to Generals 
Thomas and Spencer. 

I am, Sir, &c, R. H. Harrison, Aid-dc-Camp. 

To Major-General Ward. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO MAJOR-GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge, November 28, 1775, 

Dear Sir: You may easily conceive that I had great 
pleasure in perusing your letter of the 18th instant, which, 
with the enclosures, I received last evening. It was much 
damped by my finding that General Montgomery had the 
same difficulty to encounter with the troops under your 
command, that I have with these here. No troops were 
ever better provided or higher paid ; yet their backward- 
ness to enlist for another year is amazing. It grieves me 
to see. so. little of that patriotic!? spirit which I was taught 
to believe was chajacteristick of this people. 

Colonel Enos, who had the command of Arnold's rear 
division, is returned, with the greater part of his men, 
which must"wea[cen him so much as to render him inca- 
pable of making a successful attack on Quebeck, without 
assistance from General Montgomery. I hope he will be 
able to give it him, and, by taking that City, finish his glo- 
rious campaign. 

I have nothing material to communicate to you from 
hence. I am making every disposition for defence, by 
throwing up redoubts, &,c, along the bay, some of which 
have been constructed under the enemy's guns ; but they 
have not. given us the least disturbance. I suppose Mr. 
Hove waits the; arrival of his re-enforcements, when, pro- 
bably, he will attempt something. He has sent out about 
three hundred men, women, and children, last week. They 
give shocking accounts of the want of fuel and fresh pro- 
visions. General Burgoyne has gone or is going home. 

Last evening I received the agreeable account of one of 
our armed schooners having taken a large brigantine, laden 
with mihtary stores, the inventory of which I have the 
pleasure to enclose. But let not this acquisition prevent 
your sending what stores you can spare. We shall want 
them all, 



ADDRESS OF THE BURGH OF RUTHERGLEN. 

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Council of the 
Burgh of Ruthergien, presented to His^ Majesty by the 
Right Honourable Lord Frederick Campbell, their Repre- 
sentative in Parliament. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: .- 

Your Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, the Provost, 
Magistrates, and Council of the Burgh of Ruthergien, 
deeply impressed with a sense of the many blessings we 
enjoy under, your Majesty's mild Government, beg°leave 
most humbly to approach your throne, and to declare our 
disapprobation and abhorrence of the rebellion now sup- 
ported by some of your Majesty's deluded subjects in 
North-America, against their lawful Sovereign and the 
Constitution of the British Empire. 

We sincerely wish that the measures ndopted by your 
Majesty and Parliament may be vigorously prosecuted, for 
reducing your rebellious subjects under a due obedience to 
the laws, and for establishing the dependance of the Colo- 
nies on their Mother Country. 

Permit us to assure your Majesty of our firm attachment 
to your royal person and family, and of our sincere and 
hearty resolution to support the administration of your Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

Signed in presence and by appointment of the Magis- 
trates and Town Council, this twenty-ninth day of Novem- 
ber, seventeen hundred and seventy-five years. 

James Fleming, Provost. 



ADDRESS OF THE GENTLEMEN, ETC., OF THE COUNTY OF 
KINCARDINE. 

Address of the Gentlemen, Justices of the Peace, Free- 
holders, and Commissioners of the Land-Tax of the County 
of Kincardine, transmitted to the Earl of Suffolk, one of 
His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and presented 
to His Majesty. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
The humble Address of the Gentlemen, Justices of the 
. Peace, Freeholders, and Commissioners of the Land- 
. Tax of the County of Kincardine. 
Most Gracious Sovereign: 

We, your Majesty's most loyal subjects, the Gentlemen 
of the County of Kincardine, in general meeting assembled, 
esteem it our duty on the present occasion to express, with 
the highest sense of gratitude, the innumerable blessings 
we enjoy under your Majesty's free and lenient Govern- 
ment, and to avow our firm and unalterable resolution to 
support, by every exertion of our powers, the measures 
adopted by your Majesty and the Parliamentof Great 
Britain, for suppressing the rebellion now subsisting in 
your Majesty's Colonies in America. 

With the most ardent prayers for your Majesty's hap- 
piness, and the long continuance of your reigiro"ver a free 
and a grateful people, we most sincerely wish for the 
speedy success of your Majesty's endeavours to reduce the 
Colonies to a just subordination to the legislative powers 
of Great Britain, and due obedience to your Majesty's 
Government. 

Signed in name of the General Meeting, and by their 

appointment, at Stonhaven, the 29th day of November, 

1775 years. R „ „ 

K. Barclay, rzases. 



GOOCHLAND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE;. 

At a Committee held for Goochland County, at the 
Court-House, on Wednesday, the 29th November, 1775: 
Friends and Countrymen : 

Ye whose situation exposes you to the relentless fury 
of merciless plunderers, who are daily meditating how they 
may distress His Majesty's faithful subjects on this Continent, 
we rejoice to find that several of the upper Counties have 
taken your case into their tender consideration, and have 
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declared their willingness to manifest every token of hu- 
manity and affection to your families, when you are forced 
to quit your habitations. We sincerely join with them, 
and do hereby, for ourselves and constituents, assure our 
friends in the lower Counties, who find it necessary to leave 
their habitations, that our minds are disposed to receive 
them with sincere affection ; and we do hereby invite such, 
who think themselves in danger, to come and dwell among 
us, we being willing to afford to as many of their families as 
we can every comfort and conveniency in our power. And 
we sincerely exhort our suffering countrymen to put their 
trust and confidence in the Supreme Being, whose arm is 
mighty to save, and who will, in due time, defend the cause 
of the oppressed ; and not to be deterred, by the threats 
of their enemies, to renounce their birthright. What though 
they should insultingly say, with Rabshakeh of old, " t will 
come up to Lebanon, and cut down the tall cedais thereof 
and the choice fir trees thereof; I will enter into the height 
of his border and the forest of his Carmel" — yet let us, 
with good Hezekiah, spread their reproachful words before 
the Lord, let us lift up our hearts unto God, whose king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and whose sovereign power 
and dominion is over all creatures. 

Resolved, That the preceding Address be published in 

the Virginia Gazette. r TT ^ 7 7 

to George Underwood, Clerk. 



JOHN HANCOCK AND THOMAS CUSHING TO COUNCIL OP 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Philadelphia, November 29, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We wrote you, on the 24th instant, that 
we thought the matter in dispute between the two Houses 
ought to be laid before the Congress, and their sentiments 
taken upon it; but, for various reasons, too many now to 
enumerate, this has not as yet been done. However, we 
have consulted the members of the Congress individually, 
and, upon conversing with them, we find that, in general, 
they are extremely desirous we should conform, in all 
Governmental matters, as near as possible to the spirit and 
substance of our charter; and it is their opinion that, when 
the resolutions of the 18th July last were passed, it was 
ihe intention of the Congress not to supersede the resolve 
of the 8th of June last, but to leave such Governments as 
were competent to the business to model and regulate their 
militia agreeable to their several constitutions, as prescribed 
by their respective charters. However, they said, as it 
appeared, from pur representation of matters, that our 
House of Representatives had conceived otherwise of this 
matter, and had claimed a right to a voice with the Coun- 
cil in the choice of militia officers; and that, if the dispute 
was continued, it would throw the Colony into a ferment ; 
and considering, also, that at this critical juncture our mili- 
tia might be suddenly wanted, and it was therefore highly 
expedient and necessary it should be immediately settled 
and regulated, it was their opinion that it would be advisa- 
ble for the Council, during the present exigency of our 
affairs, to gratify the House of Representatives in this 
claim, but not by any means any further to deviate from 
the charter. 

Thus we have collected and advised you of the senti- 
ments of the members of the Congress in general, which 
we doubt not will be some aid to you, in your deliberations 
and determinations upon this important subject, and, were 
we present, we should vote agreeable to this advice. 

We conclude, with great respect, your Honours' most 
obedient humble servants, Jqhn IWocKj 

Thomas Cushing. 
To the Honourable the President and Members of the 
Council of Massachusetts-Bay. 

york county (Pennsylvania) committee. 
On the 3d of November, 1775, the returns of twenty- 
six Townships were received at York, whereby the fol- 
lowing gentlemen appear to be chosen as a Committee 
for York County, to continue for the space of one year, 
unless they shall think it expedient to dissolve themselves 
sooner. 

Michael Swoope, Francis Crezart, Frederick Gelwix, 

James Smith, George Brinkerhoof, John Hinkle, 

Thomas Hartly, John Sample, John Hoover, 



John Hay, Robert McPhcrson, Patrick McSporry, 

Charles Lukens, Samuel Edie, James Leoper, 

David Grier, William McClellan, Joseph Road, 

Joseph Donaldson, Thomas Douglass, Patrick Scott, 

George Irwin, John Agnew, James Egar, 

John Koan, David Kennedy, Benjamin Savago, 

William Lease, George CHngen, Andrew Thompson, 

William Scott, George Kerr, Peter Baker, 

George Eichelberger, Abraham Banta, Jacob Kaf.d, 

Philip Albright, John Mickle, Jr., William Mitchel, 

Michael Hahn, Sara'l MeConanghy, John Williams, 

David Chandler, Dxvid MeConanghy, Liwis William?, 

Baltzor Spangler, John Blackburn, William Rankin, 

John Houston, William Walker, James Nailer, 

Thomas Armor, Richard McAIister, Baltz, r Knertzer, 

John Scliultz, Christi.iii Graff, Henry Matthias, 

Christopher Slagle, Jacob Will, George Hough, 

Andrew Rutter, Henry Slagle, Daniel Messerlee, 

Peter Wolf, John Hamilton, John Nusbit, 

Philip Jacob King, John Montuth, William Weakly, 

Zachariah Shugert, Thomas Lilly, John Cliamberlin, 

John Herbach, Richard Parscl, Andrew Thompson, of 

William Johnston, Charles Gelwix, 'II. N., 

John Spangler, John McLure, Alex. Sanderson. 

James Dixon, William Shakly, 

On the same day the Committee met at the Court- 
House in York, when James Smith was chosen President, 
Thomas Hartly, Vice-President of the Committee. 

The following gentlemen were unanimously elected as a 
Committee of Correspondence for York County, viz : 
James Smith, Michael Swoope, Thomas Hartly, Joseph 
Donaldson, George Eichelberger, Charles Lukens, David 
Grier, George Irwin, Thomas Armor, William Lease, 
George CHngen, John Nesbit, James Leeper, Francis 
Crezart, Peter Wolf, and David McConaughy ; and five 
or more of them are empowered to act. 

The Committee-men in Yorktown, or any two or more 
of them, were appointed to carry into execution the orders 
of the Committee of Safety, relating to the person of Doc- 
tor John Kearsley, now confined in the jail of this Coun- 
ty, and were fully empowered to act in this matter. 

Thomas Armor, Clerk. 

The Committee adjourned to the first Thursday in De- 
cember next, to meet at the Court-House in Yorktoim. 



THOMAS JEFFERSON TO JOHN RANDOLPH. 

Philadelphia, November 29, 1775. . 

Dear Sir: I am to give you the melancholy intelli- 
gence of the death of our most worthy Speaker, which 
happened here on the 22d of the last month. He was 
struck with an apoplexy, and expired within five hours. 

I have it in my power to acquaint you, that the success 
of our arms has corresponded with the justice of our cause. 
Chambly and St. John's were taken some weeks ago, and 
in them the whole regular Army in Canada, except about 
forty or fifty men. This day, certain intelligence has 
reached us, that our General, Montgomery, is received 
into Montreal; and we expect, every hour, to be informed 
that Quebcck has opened its arms to Colonel Arnold, who, 
with eleven hundred men, was sent from Boston up the 
Kcnncbeck, and down the Chaudiere River, to that place. 
He expected to be there early this month. Montreal ac- 
ceded to us on the 13th, and Carleton set out, with the 
shattered remains of his little Army, for Quebcck, where 
we hope he will be taken up by Arnold. In a short time, 
we have reason to hope, the Delegates of Canada will join 
us in Congress, and complete the American union, as far 
as we wish to have it completed. We hear that one of the 
British transports has arrived at Boston; the rest are beat- 
ing off the coast in very bad weather. 

You will have heard, before this reaches you, that Lord 
Dunmore has commenced hostilities in Virginia. That 
people bore with every thing, till he attempted to burn 
the Town of Hampton. They opposed and repelled him, 
with considerable loss on his side, and none on ours. It 
has raised our countrymen into a perfect phrensy. 

It is an immense misfortune to the whole Empire, to 
have a King of such a disposition at such a time. We are 
told, and every thing proves it true, that he is. the bitterest 
enemy we have. His Minister is able, and that satisfies me 
that ignorance or wickedness somewhere controls him. In 
an earlier part of this contest, our petitions told him, that 
from our King there was but one appeal. The admoni- 
tion was despised, and that appeal forced on us. To undo 
his Empire, he has but one more truth to learn; that, after 
Colonies have drawn the sword, there is but one step more 
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they can take. That step is now pressed upon us, by the 
measures adopted, as if they were afraid we would not take 
it. Believe me, dear Sir, there is not in the British Em- 
pire a man who more cordially loves a union with Great 
Britain than I do. But, by the God that made me, I 
will cease to exist before I yield to a connection on such 
terms as the British Parliament propose ; and in this I 
think I speak the sentiments of America. We want neither 
inducement nor power, to declare and assert a separation. 
It is will alone which is wanting, and that is growing apace, 
under the fostering hand of our King. One bloody cam- 
paign will probably decide, everlastingly, our future course ; 
I am sorry to find a bloody campaign is decided on. If our 
winds and waters should not combine to rescue their shores 
from slavery, and General Howe's re-enforcement should 
arrive in safety, we have hopes he will be inspirited to 
come out of Boston and take another drubbing; and we 
must .drub__him soundly, before the sceptred tyrant will 
know we are not mere brutes, lo crouch under his hand, 
and kiss the rod with which he deigns to scourge us. 
Yours, he, 



Thomas Jefferson. 
To John Randolph, Esq., London. 

CHRISTOPHER LEFFINGWELL TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

[Read December 12, 1775.] 

Norwich, November 29, 1775. 

Dear Sir : The Brig Nancy, Thomas Davis, master, 
lately belonging to Joshua Winslow, of Boston, arrived at 
Stonington, in Connecticut, in the month of July last, with 
a load of molasses. The master immediately notified the 
administrators, and William Lightly was sent out of Boston 
to take charge of her. He was taken up and examined 
by the General Officers at Roxbury camp, and sent to 
General Washington, at Cambridge. I was then at Rox- 
bury, and was desired to advise Governour Trumbull, &c, 
as may be seen by the enclosed letters. The brig was 
brought here, and myself, with William Coit, were ap- 
pointed to procure the vessel unladed, stripped of her sails, 
rigging, &sc, and store them with the goods ; dispose of 
sufficient for paying the master and people their wages, 
&c, and discharge them; all which we have done. 

The Committees of Correspondence and Inspection for 
this Town, at their meeting this day, directed us to ask the 
advice of the honourable Continental Congress, what further 
steps to take in this matter. The expense of storage is 
daily increasing, and the molasses would now sell for one 
shilling and six pence per gallon, and might be converted 
into cash immediately. If it lies much longer in store, must 
have considerable cooperage. Beg you would lay the mat- 
ter before tire Congress, and that they would give us some 
directions. The enclosed papers be kind enough to return 
me, per bearer, Mr. Daniel Lcfjing well, and as soon as may 
be the advice of Congress ; and beg leave to subscribe, with 
the greatest esteem, your most obedient humble servant, for 



Mr. Coif and self, 



Christopher Leffingwell. 



To the Honourable John Hancock. 



New-Haven, November 29, 1775. 

On the 20th of this month, sixteen respectable inhabi- 
tants of this Town, in company with Captain Sears, set 
out from this place for East and Westchester, in the Pro- 
vince of New- York, to disarm the principal Tories there, 
and secure the persons of Parson Seabury, Judge Fowler, 
and Lord Underhill. On their way thither they were 
joined by the Captains Richards, Scillick, and Mead, with 
about eighty men. At Mainaroneck they burnt a small 
sloop which was purchased by Government for the pur- 
pose of carrying provisions on board the Asia. At East- 
chester they seized Judge Fowler, then repaired to West- 
chester, and secured Seabury and Underhill. Having 
possessed themselves of these three caitiffs, they sent them 
to Connecticut under a strong guard. The main body, con- 
sisting of seventy -five, then proceeded to Neio- York, which 
they entered at noon-day, on Thursday, the 23d, on horse- 
back, with bayonets fixed ; in the greatest regularity went 
down the main street, and drew up in close order before the 
printing officB of the infamous James Rivington. A small 
detachment entered it, and in about three-quarters of an 
hour brought off" the principal part of his types, for which 



they offered to give an order on Lord Dunmore. They 
then faced and wheeled to the left, and marched out of 
Town to the tune of Yankee Doodle. The vast concourse 
of people assembled at the coffee-house bridge, on their 
leaving the ground, gave them three very hearty cheers. 
On their way home they disarmed all the tories that lay on 
thier route; and yesterday arrived here, escorted by a great 
number of gentlemen from the westward, the whole making 
a very grand procession. Upon their entrance into Town, 
they were saluted with the discharge of two cannon, and 
received by the inhabitants with every mark of approbation 
and respect. The Company divided into two parts, and 
concluded the day in festivity and innocent mirth. Cap- 
tain Sears returned in company with the other gentlemen, 
and proposes to spend the winter here, unless publick busi- 
ness should require his presence in New-York. Seabury, 
Underhill, and Foiuler, three of the dastardly protesters 
against the proceedings of the Continental Congress, and 
who it is believed had concerted a plan for kidnapping 
Captain Sears, and conveying him on board of the Asia, 
man-of-war, are (with the types and arms) safely lodged in 
this Town, where it is expected Lord Underhill will have 
leisure to form the scheme of a lucrative lottery, the tickets 
of which cannot be counterfeited; and Parson Seabury 
sufficient time and opportunity to compose sermons for the 
next Continental Fast. 

RECANTATION OF JONATHAN FOWLER AND NATHANIEL UN- 
DERHILL. 

Whereas I, Jonathan Fowler, Esq., one of His Majes- 
ty's Judges of the Inferior Court, for the County of West- 
chester, in the Province of New- York, did some time ao-o 
sign a protest against the honourable Continental Congress, 
which inconsiderate conduct I am heartily sorry for, and do 
hereby promise for the future not to transgress in the view 
of the people of this Continent, nor in any sense to oppose 
the measures taken by the Continental Congress. 

I do also certify, that some time past, being at court at 
the White- Plains, I heard a person say, whom several 
people present believed to be a Lieutenant or Midshipman 
of the Asia, man-of-war, that the Captain of the Asia in- 
tended to take Captain Sears up, and that there would soon 
be delivered, gratis, from on board the man-of-war, great 
quantities of paper money, in imitation of Continental cur- 
rency, which would be printed with the types taken from 
Mr. Holt, of Virginia. 

As witness my hand: Jonathan Fowler. 

New-Haven, November 29, 1775. 

Whereas I, Nathaniel Underhill, of Westchester, in the 
Province of New- York, did some time ago si m a protest 
against the resolves of the honourable Continental Con- 
gress, which inconsiderate conduct I am heartily sorry for, 
and do hereby promise for the future not to transgress in 
the view of the people of this Continent, nor in any sense 
to oppose the measures taken by the Continental Con- 
gress. 

As witness my hand, in New-Haven, November 30, 1775 : 

N. Underhill, 
Mayor of the Borough of Westchester. 

COLONEL ROGER ENOS TO THE PUBLICK. 

I esteem it the duty of every man not only to merit a 
good name, but to appear in defence of it when unjustly 
attacked, and, if possible, to clear it from groundless asper- 
sions. Great numbers, for want of proper information, or 
by artful misrepresentations, imbibe unreasonable preju- 
dices against their-fellow men, and form conceptions greatly 
to their disadvantage, who, on a full and impartial "know- 
ledge of the facts, will essentially alter their opinions, and 
applaud those actions which, from misrepresentation, they 
were inclined to censure and condemn. As my character 
both as an officer and soldier, hath of late suffered much in 
the view of many, and as I value my reputation as high as 
my life, (indeed, I consider it as the greatest curse; that can 
befall a man to outlive his character,) I must" be' 11 leave 
through the channel of the press, to exhibit to the world 
the following representation of my case ; which I trust 
will sufficiently clear up my character, and convince the 
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impartial, that my conduct, instead of the censure, merits 
the approbation of the publick. 

At a Court of Inquiry held at Cambridge, on Wednes- 
day, the 29th day of November, 1775, by order of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the Forces of the 
United Colonies, to examine into the conduct of Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Enos, for leaving the detachment under Colo- 
nel Arnold, and returning home, without permission from 
his commanding officer, present : 

Major-General Lee, President; Brig. General Greene, 
Brig. General Heath, Colonel Nixon, Colonel Stark, Major 
Durlcee, Major Sherburne. 

The Court are of opinion, after receiving all the informa- 
tion within their power, that Colonel Enos's misconduct 
(if he has been guilty of misconduct) is not of so very 
heinous a nature as was first supposed, but that it is neces- 
sary, for the satisfaction of the world, and for his own 
honour, that a Court-Martial should be immediately held 

for his trial. ^, T hi ■ n i n • i ^ 

Charles Lee, Maj. General, 1 resident. 

A true copy, from the Minutes of said Court, compared 
and examined by w TuDQn> Ju(Jge MmcaUt 

Proceedings of a General Court-Martial of the Line, 
held at Head- Quarters, at Cambridge, by order of his 
Excellency George Washington, Esq., Commander- 
in-Chief of the Forces of the United Colonies, De- 
cember 1, A. D. 1775. 

Brigadier-General Sullivan, President; Colonel Bridge, 
Colonel Sergeant, Colonel Greaton, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cleveland, Lieutenant-Colonel Marsh, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Reed, Lieutenant Colonel Brown, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Vosc, Major Poor, Major Wood, Major Woods, Major 
Johnson; W. Tudor, Judge Advocate. 

The Court, being duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Enos, of the Twenty-Second Regi- 
ment, under an arrest for leaving the detachment under 
Colonel Arnold, and returning home, without permission 
from his commanding officer. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Enos, being arraigned on the above 
charge, says, that true it is, he did return without permis- 
sion fromJ^oLonel .dtrnoW, his commanding officer; hut the 
circumstances of the case were such as obliged him so to do. 

Captain Williams. At the Great Carrying-Place, I heard 
that_ thejnejL ahead [were in want of provision. About two- 
thirds across the Great Carrying-Place, 1 met Major Bige- 
low coming back with ninety -five men, who said they wanted 
provision ; I dealt out to them a barrel of pork and one of 
flour; I delivered Major Bigelow six barrels more of pro- 
vision. We proceeded forward, and met several parties re- 
turning home, and we had orders to supply them with pro- 
vision to _reach_ the English settlements. When I came 
up with Colonel Enos, 1 was informed by Major Bigelow 
there bad_been a, Council, of War, and that it was settled 
that, for want of provisions, the whole detachment under 
Colonel Enos should return. Colonel Enos proposed to go 
forward, and let his division return ; but as there was a 
large number, besides those which belonged properly to 
our division, and as we had several invalids to bring back, 
and were very short of provision, (for we had but three 
days' provision, and were above one hundred miles from 
the English settlements) I thought it was absolutely neces- 
sary for Colonel Enos to take the command of the party 
back, and protested against his going on to join Colonel 
Arnold ; at the same time, not knowing that Colonel Enos 
had any oideis from Colonel Arnold to join him. That 
division winch went on to join Colonel Arnold had not more 
than five days' provision. We supplied Colonel Greene's 
division with nrjost of their provision, and left ourselves 
but three days' provision. 

Captain McCobb. About fifty miles up the Dead River 
we held a Council of War, at which I assisted as a mem- 
ber ; and it was agreed that the whole division under Col. 
Enos should^ return, there not being sufficient provision to 
carry both divisions through. Coloiel Greene's division 
being some way ahead, it was found that we should save 
two days' time by letting that division go forward, and time 
was too/"preciqus and . provision too scarce to enter into 
disputes. It was thought best for the service, that Colonel 



Greene's division should proceed, and we left them with 
about five days' provision, and returned with three ourselves. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Enos was for going forward without his 
division ; but, for the same reasons which have been men- 
tioned by Captain Williams, I protested against his going on. 

Captain Scott confirms all that Captain McCobb deposes, 
and adds, that he himself protested against Colonel Enos's 
going forward ; that he thought, and is now confirmed in 
the opinion, that the presence of Colonel Enos was very 
necessary to preserve the harmony and order necessary to se- 
cure the safe retreat of the men who were ordered to return. 

Lieutenant Hide. \ assisted at the Council of War up 
the Dead River. We found, by the best computation, that 
it would take fifteen days to reach any French inhabitants, 
and that it would be impossible for both divisions of Greene's 
and Enos's to go through, the provision being so short. Tt 
was adjudged that there was about four days' provision for 
those who went forward, and we returned with three. I 
protested against Colonel Enos's going on to join Colonel 
Arnold, his presence being necessary for our safe retreat, 
as we had a number of invalids, and a considerable num- 
ber of men who did not belong to either of the Companies 
in our division. 

Lieutenant Buck-master confirms what Lieutenant Hide 
deposes ; and adds, that it was the opinion of all the offi- 
cers of Colonel Enos's division, that he should return with 
his division, as we had one hundred and fifty men who did 
not belong to our division, who had only a subaltern to 
command them, and whom it would have been impossible 
to manage without Colonel Enos's presence. 

The Court being cleared, after mature consideration, are 
unanimously of opinion, that Colonel Enos was under a 
necessity of returning with the division under his command, 
and therefore acquit him with honour. 

John Sullivan, President. 

A true copy of the proceedings. 

Attest : W. Tudor, Judge Advocate. 

New-York, April 28. ]??(',. 

I hereby certify that I was President of a Court-Martial, 
in Cambridge, when Colonel Enos was tried for leaving 
Colonel Arnold, with the rear division of the detachment 
under his command, bound for Quebeclc ; and, upon the 
trial, it clearly appeared to me, as well as to all the other 
members of the Court, that Colonel Enos was perfectly jus- 
tifiable in returning with the division, being clearly proved, 
by the testimony of witnesses of undoubted veracity, (some 
of whom I have been personally acquainted with for a num- 
ber of years, and know them to be persons of truth,) that 
so much provision had been sent forward, to support the 
other divisions, as left them so small a quantity that their 
men were almost famished with hunger on their return : 
and some would undoubtedly have starved, had they not, 
by accident, come across and killed a large moose. Upon 
their evidence, there remained no doubt in the mind of my- 
self, or any of the members, that the return of the division 
was prudent and reasonable; being well convinced that 
they had not provision sufficient to carry them half way to 
Quebeck, and that their going forward would only have de- 
prived the other division of a part of theirs, which, as the 
event has since shown, was not enough to keep them all 
from perishing; we therefore unanimously acquitted Colo- 
nel Enos with honour. 

I further certify, that by a strict inquiry into the matter 
since, from persons who were in the divisions that went for- 
ward, I am convinced that had Colonel Enos, with his di- 
vision, proceeded, it would have been a means of causing 
the whole detachment to have perished in the woods, for 
want of sustenance. 

I further add, that I have been well informed, by per- 
sons acquainted with Colonel Enos, that he has ever con- 
ducted as a good and faithful officer. 

John Sullivan. 

to the impartial vublick. 

The case of Lieutenant-Colonel Enos having engaged 
the attention of many officers of the Army, as well as 
others, and as we are informed he is much censured by 
many persons, for returning back from the expedition to 
Canada, under the command of Colonel Arnold, by which 
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Colonel Enos's character greatly suffers, we think it our 
duty to certify, that some of us, from our own personal 
knowledge of the military abilities of Colonel Enos, and 
others of us from information, are fully convinced that he 
is a gentleman fully acquainted with his duty as an officer, 
a man of fortitude and prudence, and, in our opinion, well 
calculated to sustain, with honour, any military character; 
and, from the fullest inquiry, we are satisfied that (whatso- 
ever different representations may be made) in returning to 
camp, with the division under his command, he is justifiable, 
and conducted as an understanding, prudent, faithful officer, 
and deserves applause rather than censure ; and we can 
safely recommend him as a person worthy to be employed 
in any military department. 

William Heath, Brigadier-General. 

James Reed, Colonel. 

J. Brewer, Colonel. 

Samuel H. Parsons, Colonel. 
, Joseph Reed, Colonel. 

Jonatimn Nixon, Colonel. 

Charles Webb, Colonel. 

Daniel Hitchcock, Colonel. 

John Stark, Colonel. 

Levi Wells, Major, 

Samuel Wyllys, Colonel. 

William Suepard, Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Andiikw Colburn, Major. 

Joel Clark, Lieutenant-Colonel. 
, Ebenezer Sprout, Major. 

Ebenezer Clap, Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Samuel Prentice, Major. 

Calvin Smith, Major. 

Josiaii Hayden, Major. 

John Baily, Colonel. 

Jqhn Tyler, Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Thomas Nixon, Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Loammi Baldwin, Colonel. 

James Wesson, Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Isaac Sherman, Major. 

Now, let Dr. Smith, of Philadelphia, display the ma- 
lignity of his heart in another funeral oration, in attempt- 
ing to stab my reputation, and render me infamous in the 
view of the world. However, I will venture to assert, that 
if ill-nature, and a fondness to raise his reputation on the 
ruin of his fellow-men, are as discernible in his other po- 
litical writings as in this oration, so far as it respects my 
character, he is one of the most dangerous writers, and, 
perhaps, the most consummate villain, that walks on the 
face of God's earth.. Ignorance of my real character, and 
of the grounds and reasons of my conduct in returning from 
the expedition to Canada, was no warrant for such indecent 
freedom as he has used in his malicious, though feeble at- 
tempt to ruin my reputation. He ought to have waited 
till a true and impartial history of the facts had enabled 
him to talk on the subject with propriety, and not have 
uttered things at random ; and, for the sake of furnishing 
matter for declamation, have undertook, with such violence, 
to blacken the character of an innocent man. 

New-London, May 31, 177G. ROGER Enos. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge, November 99, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The necessity of giving furloughs to the 
soldiers of the present, who enlist into the new Army, (by 
way of encouragement, and to afford opportunity of pro- 
viding necessaries for themselves and families,) was so 
strongly impressed upon me, that I have consented to fifty 
of a Regiment being absent at a time. This will be a re- 
duction of at least fifteen hundred men from the strenoth 
of our lines. To this I am to add that, contrary to my 
expectations and assurances given, I now find that the Con- 
necticut Regiments cannot be induced to stay beyond their 
limited term. Such a considerable diminution of our force, 
at a time when so capital a change is taking place, in the 
face of an enemy increasing in strength, cannot but be at- 
tended withexireme hazard, if some expedient is not fallen 
upon to supply the deficiency. 

I have summoned the General Officers to meet at Head- 



Quarters, at eleven o'clock, to-morrow, to advise what is to 
be done in this emergency; and should be glad to be aided 
by a member or two of your Court, at this consultation, as 
I think our situation critical, and delays dangerous. 

In perusing a resolve of your honourable body, I per- 
ceive it to be determined that your troops are to be paid 
by the lunar, or twenty-eight days to the month, from the 
time of their enlisting to the first of August ; upon which 
I cannot help observing, as rny opinion, that it will throw 
the rest of this Army into disorder; and that as the Con- 
tinental Congress have, in explicit terms, resolved that it 
is the calendar month they mean to pay by, that the dif- 
ference between the two must be considered as a Colonial, 
not a Continental charge. 

I am, &c, George Washington. 

To the Hon. James Warren, Esq., Speaker, &tc. 

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHU- 
SETTS-BAIT. 

Cambridge, November 2D, 1775. 

Sir : I am to inform you, by command of his Excellency 
General Washington, that he this day wrote and sent a let- 
ter, by Mr. Adjutant Gibbs, to Watertown, for you, upon 
business of importance, which Mr. Gibbs, through mistake, 
gave to the honourable the Speaker of the Assembly. His 
Excellency begs the favour of you to have inquiry made 
after the letter, that you may get it in time for the business 
to which it relates. I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

Robert H. Harrison, Aid-de-Camp. 
The Hon. James Otis, Esq., President of the honourable 

Council of the Massachusetts-Bay . 

P. S. It was delivered to the Hon. William Cooper, Esq., 
Speaker pro tempore. 

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into 
consideration his Excellency General Washington's Letter, 
dated November 29, 1775, to the General Court, report, as 
their opinion, that a Committee be immediately appointed 
to wait on him, and, with the General Officers, to devise 
some method whereby the deficiency in the Army, which 
may be caused by the Connecticut forces leaving the ser- 
vice, and the furloughs granted to part of the forces en- 
listed for the next year, can be supplied, and make report. 

And whereas his Excellency, in the last paragraph of 
the same letter, mentions that he cannot help observing as 
his opinion, that our paying our men by the lunar, ana^not 
by the calendar month, will throw the rest of the Army 
into disorder: We also report, that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to draught a letter to his Excellency, in answer to 
the said paragraph of his letter, showing the reasons of our 
conduct in thus paying our men — that it is not an innova- 
tion ; and that we hear it with concern, that while we are 
doing justice to our men, by complying witTi Vwr contract 

with them, that it should produce disorder in the Army 

and report. B. Lincoln, per order. 

In Council, November 30, 1775: Read and accepted ; 
and thereupon 

Resolved, That Joseph Palmer, Esq., With such as the 
honourable House shall join, be a Committee to wait upon 
his Excellency General Washington, and, with the other 
General Officers, to devise some method whereby the de- 
ficiency in the Army, which may be caused by the Con- 
necticut Forces leaving the service, and the furloughs 
granted to part of the forces enlisted for the next year, can 
be supplied, and make report. And, also, that Benjamin 
Lincoln, Esq., with such as the honourable Plouse shall 
join, be a Committee to draught a Letter to his Excellency 
General Washington, in answer to the last paraoraph in his 
said Letter, showing the reasons of this Colony's paying 
their men by lunar months; [A] that it is not an innova- 
tion; and that it is matter of concern to this Court, that 
while we arc doing justice to our men, by complying with 
our contract with them, that it should produce disorders 
in the Army. [B] 

Sent down for concurrence. 

Perez Morton, Deputi/ Secretary. 

In the House of Representatives, November 30, 1775: 
Read and concurred, with the amendment, viz : dele from 
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A to B ; and the Speaker and Colonel Bowers are joined 
in the Committee to wait on his Excellency General Wash- 
ington, with the other General Officers ; and Colonel Orne 
and Mr. Gerry are joined on the Committee to report a 
Letter to his Excellency the General, in answer to the last 
paragraph in his Letter. 

Sent up : J. Warren, Speaker. 

In Council, November 30, 1775: Read and concurred, 
with the amendment proposed by the honourable House. 
Perez Morton, Deputy Secretary. 



WILLIAM WATSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth, November 29, 1775. 

Sir: This per Captain Martindale's Lieutenant, who 
comes to acquaint your Excellency that the people on 
board the Brigantine Washington are, in general, discon- 
tented, and have agreed to do no duty on board said ves- 
sel ; and say that they enlisted to serve in the Army, and 
not as marines. 

I believe Captain Marlindale has done all in his power 
to make things easy. His people really appear to me to 
be a set of the most unprincipled, abandoned fellows I ever 
saw. Your Excellency knows in what manner to conduct 
in this matter. I am very apprehensive that little is to be 
expected from fellows drawn promiscuously from the Army 
for this business ; but that if people were enlisted for the 
purpose of privateering, much might be expected from 
them. 

I have just heard that Captain Coit is at Barnstable, 
driven in there by two men of war. He has sent an ex- 
press to your Excellency, but 1 had not the pleasure of 
seeing him when he passed through this Town. 

I am your Excellency's most obedient, much obliged 

humble servant, w xu „- T 

' William Watson. 

His Excellency General Washington. 



LORD DUNMORE TO GENERAL HOWE. 

On board the Ship William, off Norfolk, in Virginia, } 
November 30, 1775. $ 

Dear General: The report here is, that General Gage 
is gone home, and that you are appointed to succeed him ; 
if so, from my heart ] wish you joy, and am well per- 
suaded you will soon evince to the world that you are well 
deserving the honour conferred on you by your Sovereign. 
I must inform you that, with our little corps, I think we 
have done wonders. We have taken and destroyed above 
four score pieces of ordnance, and, by landing in the differ- 
ent parts of the country, we keep them in continual hot 
water; but, as Captain Leslie tells me he means to write 
you on this subject, I have no doubt he will give you par- 
ticulars enough, so shall say no more on that subject. 

Amongst the prisoners we have taken are Oliver Porter 
and Simeon Deane, two natives of Boston. The former was 
taken, as you see by his own deposition, (No. I,) bringing 
in gunpowder to North-Carolina; the latter was sent from 
Boston to influence the minds of the people, in which he 
has been but too successful. He was taken from on board 
a schooner going from this place to the Western- Islands, 
to bring powder to this Colony; and the others have car- 
ried arms against His Majesty in this Province. I have 
sent them more with a view of intimidating others than to 
punish them, as they expect here that so sure as they are 
sent to Boston they are to be hanged. Robinson is a 
Delegate of out Convention, as you see by his deposition, 
(No. 2.) Matthews was a Captain of their Minute-men. 
Perhaps they may be of use to you in exchanging them 
for good men. There is a vacancy in the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment, by the death of Captain Blackett. I really should 
not do them justice, if I did not recommend it to you to 
let the promotion go in the corps, which I hope you will 
do. 

The sloop not sailing so soon as I expected, I have to 
inform you, that on the 14th instant I had information that 
a party of about a hundred of the North- Carolina Rebels 
had marched to the assistance of those in this Colony, and 
were posted at a place called the Great-Bridge, a very 
essential pass into this part of the country. I accordingly 
embarked our little corps of the Fourteenth in boats in 
the night, with between twenty and thirty volunteers from 
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Norfolk. We landed within four miles of the bridge, and 
arrived there a little after daylight ; but, to our great mor- 
tification, found the birds had flown the evening before. 
But hearing that a body of between two and three hundred 
of our Rebels were within about ten miles of us, we deter- 
mined to beat up their quarters, and accordingly^ proceed- 
ed about eight miles, when they fired on our advanced 
guard from the woods; on which, I immediately ordered 
our people to rush in upon them, and at the same time 
sent a part of the regulars with the volunteers to outflank 
them. The enemy immediately fled on all quarters, and 
our people pursued them for a mile or more, killed a few, 
drove others into a creek, where they were drowned, and 
took nine prisoners, among whom is one of their Colonels. 
We only had one man wounded, who is recovering. I 
cannot conclude without again informing yon that my 
friends of the Fourteenth, both officers and soldiers, have, 
in this late, as well as on all former occasions, behaved 
with that good conduct and spirit becoming British sol- 
diers. Immediately on this, I issued the enclosed procla- 
mation ;* which has had a wonderful effect, as there are 
no less than three thousand that have already taken and 
signed the enclosed oath.-f The negroes are flocking in, 
also, from all quarters, which, I hope, will oblige the Re- 
bels to disperse, to take care of their families and property; 
and had 1 but a few more men here, I would march imme- 
diately to Williamsburgh, my former place of residence, by 
which I should soon compel the whole Colony to submit. 

We are in great want of small-arms, and if two or three 
light field-pieces and their carriages could be spared, they 
would be of great service to us; also some cartridge paper, 
of which not a sheet is to be got here, and all our cartridges 
are expended. 

Since the 18th of May last, I have not received a single 
line from any one in Administration, though I have wrote 
volumes to them, in each of which I have prayed to be in- 
structed, but to no purpose. I am therefore determined 
to go on doing the best of my power for His Majesty's 
service. I have accordingly ordered a Regiment, called 
the Queen's Own Loyal Virginia Regiment, of five hun- 
dred men, to be raised immediately, consisting of a Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Commandant, Major, and ten Companies ; 
each of which is to consist of one Captain, two Lieuten- 
ants, one Ensign, and fifty Privates, with non-commission- 
ed officers in proportion. You may observe, by my pro- 
clamation, that I offer freedom to the slaves of all Rebels 
that join me ; in consequence of which, there are between 
two and three hundred already come in, and those I form 
into a corps as fast as they come in, giving them white 
officers and non-commissioned officers in proportion; and, 
from these two plans, I make no doubt of getting men 
enough to reduce this Colony to a proper sense of their 
duty. But my next distress will be the want of arms, ac- 
coutrements, and money; all of which, perhaps, you may 
be able to relieve me from. The latter I am sure you 
can, as there are many merchants here who are ready to 
supply me, on my giving them bills on you ; which you 
will have to withdraw, and give your own m their place. 
I hope this mode will be agreeable to you ; it Is the same 
that General Gage proposed. I have now, in order to 
carry on the recruiting business, victualling, clothing, &c, 
drawn on you for five thousand Pounds sterling, and have 
appointed a Paymaster, who will keep exact accounts. I 
wish you would, by the return of the sloop, inform me 
what bounty money may be given to those who enlist. 

Having heard that a thousand chosen men belonging to 
the Rebels, great part of whom were riflemen, were on 
their march to attack us here, or to cut off our provisions, 
I determined to take possession of the pass at the Great- 
Bridge, which secures us the greatest part of two Coun- 
ties to supply us with provisions. I accordingly ordered 
a stockade fort to be erected there, which was done in a 
few days ; and I put an officer and twenty-five men to 
garrison it, with some volunteers and negroes, who have 
defended it against all the efforts of the Rebels for these 
eight days past. We have killed several of their men, 
and I make no doubt we shall now be able to maintain put- 
ground there ; but should we be obliged to abandon it, we 
have thrown up an intrenchment on the land side of Nor- 
folk, which I hope they never will be able Jo force. Here 
. * Folio 1385. t Folio 1671. 
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we are, with only a very small part of a Regiment, con- 
tending against the extensive Colony of Virginia. If you 
would but spare me, for a few months, the Sixty-Fourth 
Regiment, now in the castle, and the remaining part of 
the Fourteenth, I really believe we should reduce this Co- 
lony to a proper sense of their duty. 

1 am, dear General, your most obedient humble servant, 

His Excellency General Howe. 

[No. 1.] 
DEPOSITION OF OLIVER PORTER. 

Oliver Porter being sworn upon the Holy Evangelists, 
before his Excellency the Earl of Dunmore, Governour of 
the Colony of Virginia, &c, this 9th day of November, 
1775, and in the sixteenth year of His Majesty's reign. 

This deponent saith: That he sailed in the Sloop Tem- 
perance, as master, from Bath, in North-Carolina, on the 
29th of July last, Mr. Obadiah Witheral, merchant, on 
board, for Martinico. On his arrival there, on or about 
the 28th of August following, after his waiting there some 
time and delivering his cargo of lumber, he received on 
board, by order of Mr. Witheral, two hogsheads, in which 
were contained powder, in ten pound kegs, he supposes to 
the amount of seven hundred weight. At the same time 
he received eight kegs of musket balls, containing about 
fifteen hundred weight, which he believes to have been 
purchased of Peter Biguras, merchant. This deponent 
further saith, that he received, as his private venture, four 
casks, containing about two hundred gallons of rum ; also, 
about one hundred weight of coffee : and that he sailed 
from Martinico the 6th of October, with orders from the 
aforesaid merchant to proceed to Ocracoke,'m North- Caro- 
lina, and there deliver the_ aforesaid gunpowder and shot 
to his owners, Paul White and Edward Saltar, at the Town 
of Bath, in North-Carolina. In the course of his passage, 
a pilot-boat boarded him, and informed him he supposed 
the vessel in sight was a man-of-war's tender ; on which, 
this deponent ordered the gunpowder and shot aforesaid 
to be thrown overboard into the sea. At the same time, 
he caused his own venture of rum to be started into the 
hold, and pumped overboard. In about two hours after 
he was boarded and taken by the Kingfisher's tender. 

Further this deponent saith not. ~ „ 

1 Oliver Porter. 

Sworn to. .before me, the 9th day of November, 1775: 

DONMOEE. 

[.No. 2.] 
EXAMINATION OF WILLIAM ROBINSON. 

Virginia, set. 

William Robinson, a Delegate for Princess Anne Coun- 
ty in the Convention of this Colony, held at the Town of 
Richmond, on the 16th day of July, 1775, being sworn 
before the Earl of Dunmore, saith that he was in the 
Convention from the second day of their meeting until 
they broke up, which was on the 26th of August. 

His Lordship informed the said Robinson that he had a 
paper in his hand which contained several articles and 
resolves, called the Confederacy of the United Colonies, 
which his Lordship read to him, and desired to know if 
such was laid before the Convention. 

Answer. I did hear, out of doors, that there were such 
articles intended to be proposed, but the knowing, ones in 
Convention seemed desirous to keep it secret; that Rich- 
ard Henry Lee, a member of the Convention, and one of 
the Delegates from this Colony to the General Congress, 
did inform the Convention, that if the petition to His Ma- 
jesty, from iheXJongresa, which was in as humiliating terms 
as could come from freemen, had not its desired end, that 
by the middle of January next the Congress had resolved to 
open the ports of the whole Continent to all foreign nations. 

Question. Did. the Convention come to any resolution 
on this matter, or what seemed to be the sense of the 
members? 

Answer, They did not come to any resolution on this 
matter, but it was the general sense of the members to 
agree with the Congress, ^^ RoBINSQNf 

Sworn to before me, the 22d day of October, 1775 : 

PuiNMQJtE, 



CAPTAIN SAMUEL LESLIE TO GENERAL HOWE. 

Gosport, Virginia, November 1, 1775. 

Sir: I have the honour to inform you that I landed, 
the 12th of last month, at eleven o'clock at night, about 
three miles from hence, with Lieutenant Lawrie, two Ser- 
geants, and forty rank and file, of the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment, and after marching three miles into the country, in 
search of artillery, we found, in a wood, nineteen pieces of 
cannon, some of them twelve, others nine, six, and three- 
pounders ; seventeen of which we destroyed, and brought 
off two; and then, returning to our boats, we re-embarked 
without the least opposition. Lord Dunmore accompanied 
us upon this expedition. 

On the 17th of October his Lordship was informed that 
there was a great quantity of artillery, small-arms, and all 
sorts of ammunition, concealed in different stores, at a 
place called Kemp's Landing. In consequence of which, 
I, with Captain Cooper, Lieutenants Batut, Lawrie, and 
Leslie, Ensigns Wools, Boys, Ogle, and Lindsay, three 
Sergeants, and seventy rank and file, of the Fourteenth 
Regiment, Lieutenant Allen, one Sergeant, and twenty 
marines, some young gentlemen of the Navy, and ten or 
twelve seamen, embarked, at two o'clock in the afternoon, 
in boats and a schooner, in which some guns were mounted 
to cover our landing, and proceeded seven or eight miles 
up the eastern branch of Elizabeth River, to Newtoivn, 
where we landed without opposition. Notwithstanding 
above two hundred of the Rebels were at exercise near 
that place the same evening, and marching three or four 
miles through the country, we arrived at Kemp's Landing 
a little after it was dark, where we searched several stores, 
and could discover nothing but a good many small-arms, 
musket locks, a little powder and ball, two drums, and a 
quantity of buck-shot, all which we either brought off or 
destroyed ; and returning pretty near the same road we 
went, we re-embarked, about two o'clock the next morn- 
ing, without interruption. We likewise took several prison- 
ers ; one of whom was a Captain of Minute-men, and 
another a Delegate of the Convention at Richmond. 

I have also the pleasure to acquaint your Excellency 
that Lieutenant Batut, with two Sergeants and thirty-six 
rank and file, landed at Norfolk, the 19th of October, at 
twelve o'clock at noon, and marching into the country two 
miles from thence, took twenty pieces of cannon (from six 
to three-pounders) concealed in a wood ; thirteen of which 
he destroyed and brought away seven, and returned, about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, unmolested. Many great 
guns, small-arms, and other implements of war, have been 
taken since by small parties ; so that there has been, in 
all, at least seventy-seven pieces of ordnance taken and 
destroyed since my detachment arrived here, without the 
smallest opposition, which is a proof that it would not re- 
quire a very large force to subdue this Colony. There 
are about eight hundred of the Rebels now at Williams- 
burgh, and four hundred at Hampton. We are in posses- 
sion of a large store on the banks of the southern branch 
of Elisabeth River, under cover of the Otter, sloop-of- 
war ; so that we are not very apprehensive of an attack, 
though the Rebels often threaten to pay us a visit. As 
our situation is so extremely critical, I flatter myself that 
you will be so good as to send us a re-enforcement as soon 
as possible, particularly the two Companies of our Regi- 
ment At Boston or Castle William. The rest of the Regi- 
ment we expect from St. Augustine as soon as it is relieved 
by three Companies of the Sixteenth from Pcnsacola. 
There are thirty men of my detachment on board Lord 
Dunmore's ship, and another one that his Lordship has 
taken up for a transport. 

I have been favoured with your Excellency's letter of 
the 12th of September, wherein you inform me that my 
detachment must be supplied with provisions by the con- 
tractors of St. Augustine, and that the King must pay the 
transportation of them from thence ; which mode of sup- 
ply, I am well assured, will be impracticable at this time, 
for we never could be sure of being furnished with them 
regularly, as vessels cannot be procured for that purpose, 
and even if they could, they would be in constant danger 
of being taken by the Rebels ; and, besides, fresh provisions 
is much cheaper and better for the men than salt, and the 
expense of the transportation of the latter from St. Au- 
gustine woujd be, by all accounts, almost as much as the 
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former will cost here. However, Lord Dunmore says that 
he will take upon himself to have whatever troops may 
arrive here properly supplied in the mean time, and his 
Lordship thinks that there ought to be a particular con- 
tractor appointed for this Colony, exclusive of any other. 

Captain Fordyce, with Lieutenants Napier and Wal- 
lace, three Sergeants, three Corporals, two Drummers, and 
fifty-five private men, arrived here from St. Augustine the 
20th of last month, from whence he brought some ammu- 
nition, bedding, and provisions, and was prevented from 
bringing a greater quantity of the two last articles by Go- 
vernour Tonyn's giving positive orders to the agent of the 
contractors and the Barrackmaster not to issue more on 
their peril. 

I do myself the honour to enclose your Excellency two 
monthly returns, by one of which you will see that Cap- 
tain Blacltett died here the 14th of last month ; in conse- 
quence of which, I flatter myself that Captain James Ur- 
quhart will succeed to the Company, Lieutenant William 
Brown to the Captain-Lieutenancy, and Ensign Thomas 
Appleford Wools to the Lieutenancy, as they are all very 
worthy men and good officers. 

Norfolk, November 26, 1775. 

On Tuesday, the 14th of this month, Lord Dunmore, 
with the detachment of the Fourteenth Regiment that I 
have the honour to command, and some volunteers, em- 
barked in boats, and after going up the southern branch of 
Elizabeth River, we landed, about daylight, four or five 
miles below the Great-Bridge, with an intention to dis- 
lodge a number of men in arms from North- Carolina, who 
had taken possession of that pass; but they thought proper 
to retire and disperse upon our approach. After direc- 
tions had been given to erect a kind of wooden fort to 
secure the pass, we proceeded nine or ten miles farther, to 
Kemp's Landing, where we were informed there were 
three or four hundred of the Rebels ready to receive us, 
under the command of a Colonel Lawson. When we 
arrived within sight of Kemp's Landing, our advanced 
guard was twice fired upon by the Rebels, who had con- 
cealed themselves in very thick woods on the left of the 
road ; but upon our rushing in among them, they were very 
soon totally routed. Their very precipitate flight, and the 
closeness of the woods, prevented our giving a much bet- 
ter account of them. It is said that some of them ran 
away even before the firing began. However, five of the 
Rebels, that we know of, were killed, two drowned in en- 
deavouring to escape across a creek, and, by all accounts, 
a great many of them were wounded. We had only one 
Grenadier wounded in the knee. Colonel Hutchings and 
seven of the Rebels were taken in the field, and Colonel 
Lawson and eight others were taken a day or two after. 
For further particulars, in regard to the abovementioned 
affair, and the consequences of it, I refer your Excellency 
to the enclosed newspaper. 

■ We took possession of this Town the 23d instant, and 
are now busy intrenching ourselves in the best manner we 
can, as a large body of the Rebels, consisting of eight or 
nine hundred men, are within ten or twelve miles of us. 
They marched from Williamsburgh, about a fortnight ago, 
with an intention to pillage and burn this Town ; which, 
however, we shall do every thing that is possible to prevent, 
and I flatter myself that our endeavours will be attended 
with success. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, Samuel Leslie, 

Captain 14th Reg't of Infantry. 

To his Excellency General Howe. 

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia, November 30, 1775. 

Sir: It is with the utmost satisfaction that the Congress 
received your information of the surrender of Montreal, 
and the general success which has attended the American 
arms in the Province of Canada. They are sensible of 
the various obstacles you had to encounter, and have una- 
nimously resolved that your conduct, attention, and perse- 
verance, merit the thanks of the United Colonies, which 
I have now the pleasure of presenting to you. 

The Congress hear with concern your request of leave 
to retire. They regret the injuries your health has sus- 



tained in the service, and beg you will not insist on a mea- 
sure which would at once deprive America of the future 
benefits she expects from your zeal and abilities, and rob 
you of the honour of completing the glorious work you 
have so happily and successfully begun. You have hither- 
to risen superior to a thousand difficulties, in giving free- 
dom to a great and an oppressed people. You have 
already reaped many laurels, but a plentiful harvest still 
invites you. Proceed, therefore, and let the footsteps of 
victory open a way for blessings of liberty and the happi- 
ness of well-ordered Government to visit that extensive 
dominion. Consider that the road to glory is seldom 
strewed with flowers, and that when the black and bloody 
standard of tyranny is erected in a land possessed by 
freemen, patriots cease to remain inactive spectators of 
their Country's fall. Reflect, Sir, that the happiness or 
misery of millions yet unborn is now to be determined, 
and remember that you will receive an honourable com- 
pensation for all your fatigues, in being able to leave the 
memory of illustrious actions, attended by the gratitude of 
a great and free people, as a fair, a splendid, and a valu- 
able inheritance, to your posterity. 

I am, &c, John Hancock, President. 

To General Philip Schuyler. 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS TO CENERAL MONTGOMERV. 

Philadelphia, November 30, l"^. 
Sir: I am directed by the Congress to transmit you 
their thanks for your great and signal services in the expe- 
dition committed to your command, against the British 
troops in the Province of Canada. The reduction of St. 
John's and Montreal they esteem of inexpressible advan- 
tage to the United Colonies, and the most mortifying con- 
travention to the Ministerial system of enslaving the ex- 
tensive territory of Canada. It cannot, therefore, fail of 
reflecting singular lustre on the character of a General so 
essentially instrumental in preserving that liberty by the 
abolition of which a corrupt Parliament intended to anni- 
hilate every appearance of freedom in America. Nor are 
the humanity and politeness with which you have treated 
those in your power less illustrious instances of magnanim- 
ity than the valour by which you reduced them to it. The 
Congress, utterly abhorrent from every species of cruelty 
to prisoners, and determined to adhere to this benevolent 
maxim till the conduct of their enemies renders a deviation 
from it indispensably necessary, will ever applaud their 
officers for beautifully blending the Christian with the con- 
queror, and never, in endeavouring to acquire the charac- 
ter of the hero, to lose that of the man. 

The victories already gained in Canada afford us a 
happy presage of the smiles of Providence on the further 
designation of the Continental arms in the North, and will, 
in all probability, greatly facilitate the entire reduction of 
the deluded malignants in that Province to liberty. These, 
Sir, are exploits so glorious in their execution, and so ex- 
tensive in their consequences, that the memory of General 
Montgomery will doubtless be of equal duration with the 
remembrance of the benefits derived from his command. 

At the same time that the Congress, rejoice with you In 
the success of their arms under your more immediate di- 
rection, they cannot avoid expressing their concern at the 
intimation you give of your intention to retire from tho 
service. They are sensible that the loss of so brave and 
experienced an officer will be universally regretted, as a 
misfortune to all America. But they still hope that, upon 
reconsidering the matter, the same generous and patriotick 
motives which first induced you to take so capital a part 
in opposing the unprovoked hostilities of an unnatural ene- 
my, will prompt you to persevere in the cause, and to con- 
tinue gathering fresh laurels, till you find our oppressors 
reduced to reason, and America restored to her constitu- 
tional liberties. 

I am, &c, John Hancock, President, 

To General Montgomery. 

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS TO CENERAL WOOSTER. 

Philadelphia, Novembor 30, 1775, 

Sir: That a conscious pleasure arises from patriotism, 
your experience must have already evinced to you. Your 
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brethren in America, on whose behalf that patriotism has 
been exerted, will not withhold that accession of pleasure 
which you ought to receive from their just and grateful 
applauses. I am directed by the Congress to transmit to 
you the thanks of the United Colonies for the very im- 
portant assistance which you have contributed in reducing 
St. John's, and spreading the banners of freedom over the 
greatest part of Canada. 

I am, &c, John Hancock, President. 

To Brigadier-General David Wooster. 



JOHN McKESSON TO LORD STIRLING. 

New-York, November 30, 1775. 

My Lord : I am honoured with yours of this day. The 
Provincial Congress was to have met some days ago. The 
members from several Counties are here attending, and it 
is expected they will be sufficiently numerous to-morrow, 
or on Monday, at farthest, to proceed to business. Who 
will be elected to preside is uncertain ; but as Nathaniel 
Wood-hull, Esq., was the last who presided, in the absence 
of Mr. Livingston, the correspondence you mention will 
most properly be directed to him for the present. Colo- 
nel Woodhuu lodges so near to me, that if your letters are 
sent to me, I will see that they are delivered immediately. 
There is not any Committee of Safety here at present. 
The members elected for a Provincial Congress, and my- 
self, receive and open all correspondence on publick af- 
fairs, or from the Continental Congress. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, my Lord, 
your Lordship's most obedient humble servant, 

John McKesson. 
To the Right Honourable William, Earl of Stirling, Eliza- 

bethtown. 



DUTCHESS COUNTY (nEW-YORk) COMMITTEE. 

In Committee, November 27, 1775. 

Ordered, That Captain John Schenck take in custody, 
and confine in jail, Jacobus Ostrum, Johannes Medlar, and 
Barent Lewis, and keep them in safe custody until the 
further order of this Committee or the Provincial Con- 
gress. 

And further Ordered, That John Child, Esq., Zepha- 
niah Piatt, Dr. Peter Tappen, and Colonel John Freer, 
be a Committee to examine the aforesaid persons, and such 
other persons as they may think proper to call upon, and 
transmit a copy of the said examination to the Provincial 
Congress in New-York, and return a copy thereof to this 
Committee, at their next meeting. 

Melancton Smith, Secretary. 

Poughkeepsie, November 30, 1775. 

Captain Schenck, in obedience to the above order, took 
the persons therein named into his custody; and having 
summoned the gentlemen of the Committee, in the above 
order named, there appeared Colonel John Freer, Peter 
Tappen, and John Childs, who called in Johannes Medlar, 
and read the underwritten charge to him : 

That he (the said Johannes Medlar) knew of and was 
consenting to hjs son John's going with Peter Harris ; that 
he made interest with Peter Harris to procure a commis- 
sion for his said son, and he (the said Johannes Medlar) 
would assist in procuring men to fill a Company for them. 

Mr. Medlar answers, that he knew nothing of the mat- 
ters alleged against him, and was innocent of the charge, 
or words to that effect. 

Mr. Medlar was then remanded, and Jacobus Ostrum 
was brought "in, and the underwritten charge read to hiin: 

That he, (Jacobus Ostrum,) together with Barent Lew- 
is, engaged with Peter Harris to enlist men for said Har- 
ris to form a Company in the King's troops. That he, with 
said Barent Lewis, persuaded Richard Vanderbcrgh to 
join the service and go with said Harris; said Ostrum 
declaring he would go with them himself, but his wife and 
family were unwell ; that when they got better, he would 
come on board the man-oftwar at York, and join them. 

Mr. Ostrum answered as Mr. Medlar had done, wholly 
denying the charge. 

Mr. Ostrum was then remanded, and Barent Lewis 
brought in, and the underwritten charge read to him ; 



That he (the said Barent Lewis) engaged with Peter 
Harris to assist said Harris in procuring men to form a 
Company in the King's service, under the command of said 
Harris. That he (the said Barent Lewis,) together with 
Jacobus Ostrum, persuaded Richard Vanderbcrgh to join 
the service, and go with said Harris. 

Mr. Lewis answered as Mr. Medlar had done, wholly 
denying the charge. 

Captain Schenck then, in further obedience to the fore- 
going order, committed the prisoners to jail, where they lie 
in a very uncomfortable cold room, waiting the order which 
Congress shall take respecting them, which we could wish 
might be expeditious. The proceedings of the General 
Committee of Dutchess County being grounded on infor- 
mation from the Committee of New- York, we beg leave 
to refer the Congress to them for further information. 

We are, Gentlemen, your very humble servants, 

John Freer, 
Peter Tappen, 
John Childs. 
To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Colony of 

New-York. 

COLONEL ARNOLD TO GENERAL MONTGOMERY. 

Point.aux-Trembles, November 30, 1775. 

Dear Sir: My last was of the 25th instant, advising 
you of the Hunter, sloop, Captain Napier, in the snow, and 
a schooner's going up to Cape Sante. They have been 
there until this morning, when they came down, and are 
now off this place, under full sail down. It will be impos- 
sible for them to ascend the river again this season ; so that 
your vessels, if you think proper to send them down, will 
run no risk, except of ice, and may be laid up in safety at 
Cape Rouge. 

I have not had the pleasure of hearing from you these 
ten days ; am very anxious for your safe arrival. The am- 
munition you ordered us has been strangely delayed, and is 
not yet come to hand, but hourly expected. On receipt 
of it, I intend returning to my old quarters, near Qjuebeck. 

Nothing has lately occurred worth notice, except the 
burning of Major Caldwell's house^supposed to be done 
by order of Governour Carleton, to deprive us of winter 
quarters. The inhabitants of Ouebeck are much disunited, 
and short of provisions. We have many friends there ; and 
if the place is attacked with spirit, I believe will hold out 
but a short time. 

I am, very respectfully, dear Sir, your most obedient 

humble servant, _ . 

ii. Arnold. 

Brigadier-General Montgomery. 



GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Providence, November 30, 1775. 

Sir : I take the liberty of addressing your Excellency in 
behalf of Mr. James Aborn. who waits upon you with this 
letter. I can assure your Excellency that he is a worthy, 
honest man, and hath, upon all occasions, approved him- 
self a sincere friend to the liberties of his Country. He 
sent a vessel, last spring, to the eastward, to trade and fish ; 
and, to cover his interest from the enemy, made use of a 
friend in Nova-Scotia, to whom he made a bill of sale of 
her, although the property is really and truly vested in Mr. 
Aborn. If this shall appear to your Excellency to be a 
true state of the matter, I have no doubt of your giving 
him every assistance in recovering his interest. 

I am, with great truth and regard, your most obedient 
humble servant, _ T _, 

Nicholas Cooke. 
His Excellency General Washington. 



By his Excellency George Washington, Esq., General 
ami Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United 
Colonies. 

To John Gessage Frazjer, Assistant Deputy Quarter- 
master-General: 
You are to hire and provide, in the most expeditious 
manner, a sufficient number of teams, wagons, and carriages, 
for bringing to Winter and Prospect Hills such boards and' 
plank as you have purchased at Pawtucket Falls, upon 
Merrimack River, and at Bradford, and hay, at Audover 



1721 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, Sic, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1722 



or elsewhere ; for the hire of which you are to allow a rea- 
sonable price ; and in case the owners of such teams, 
wagons, and carriages, shall refuse to let the same upon 
reasonable hire, you are hereby authorized and empowered 
to impress the same. 

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters at Cambridge, 
this 30th day of November, Annoque Domini 1775. 

George Washington. 



GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. 
[Read December 11, 1775.] 

Cambridge, November 30, 1775. 

Sir: I had the honour to write you the 28th instant, 
by Captain Joseph Blewer. Last evening I received the 
agreeable account of the Schooner Lee, commanded by 
Captain Manly, having taken and carried into Cape Ann 
a large brigantine, bound from London to Boston, laden 
with military stores, the inventory of which 1 have the 
pleasure to enclose you. Cape Ann is a very open har- 
bour, and accessible to large ships, which made me imme- 
diately send off Colonel Glover and Mr. Palfrey, with 
orders to raise the minute-men and militia of that part of 
the country, to have the cargo landed without loss of time, 
and guarded up to this camp. This I hope they will be 
able to effect before it is known to the enemy what port 
she is carried into. I sincerely congratulate you on this 
very great acquisition ; and am, Sir, your most humble 

servant, n w 

' George Washington. 

The Hon. John Hancock, Esq. 

P. S. Manly has also taken a sloop in the Ministerial 
service, and Captain Adams, in the Schooner Warren, has 
taken a schooner laden with potatoes and turnips, bound 
to Boston, and carried her into Portsmouth. 

0"RPERS BT GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

Head -Quarters, Cambridge, November 29, 1775. 
(Parole, CuUford.) (Countersign, Alien.) 

Captain Towns, of Colonel Woodbridge's Regiment, 
tried at a late General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel 
Woodbridge was President, for " behaving in an unofficer- 
like manner, in suffering a prisoner to escape who was 
charged with an intent to steal." The Court were una- 
nimously of opinion, that the prisoner is guilty of behaving 
unbecoming an officer, by declining to obey the orders of 
the Quartermaster-General, in not assisting to seize a sol- 
dier suspected of theft, and for suffering the said soldier 
grossly to abuse Colonel Mifflin, and therefore adjudge 
the prisoner to be reprimanded by his Colonel, at the head 
of the Regiment, in the presence of Colonel Mifflin; and 
also adjudge that he pay a fine of three Pounds, to be ap- 
propriated according to the 51st article of the Rules and 
Regulations of the Array. 

Jonathan WiTkins, soldier in the same Regiment, and 
in Captain Town's Company, tried at the same Court, for 
" an attempt to steal, and for insolent language to the 
Quartermaster-General." The Court were of opinion, 
that the prisoner was guilty of abusive language lo the 
Quartermaster-General, and therefore adjudge him to be 
fined twenty Shillings, to be appropriated according to the 
51st article of the Rules and Regulations of the Army. 

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, November 30, 1775. 

A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning, at 
eleven o'clock, at Mr. Pomeroy's, in Cambridge, to try 
Lieutenant-Colonel Enos, for "quitting his Commanding 
Officer without leave." President, Brigadier-General Sul- 
livan, with the twelve Field-Officers next for court-martial 
duty. 

Nathaniel Pattin, of Captain Dow's Company, in Col. 
PrescoWs Regiment, tried at a General Court-Martial, for 
" attempting to pass the lower guards, and making a dis- 
turbance at Cobble-Hill, contrary to orders." The Court 
acquit the prisoner, who is to be immediately released. 

Invoice of Stores on board the Nancy, Store-Ship, Ro- 
bert Hunter, Master, taken by the Schooner Lee, 
Captain Manly. 
Laden on board the Nancy, store-ship, Mr. John Wil- 



kinson, contractor, and Robert Hunter, master, the un- 
dermentioned particulars, to be by them transported to 
Boston, in North-America, (the danger of the seas ex- 
cepted,) and there delivered to John Grant, Esq., Com- 
missary and Paymaster to the Train of Artillery in North- 
America, being in further part of Colonel Cleveland's 
demand. By order of the Board, the 26th of July, 1775. 

Muskets, with bayonets, scabbards, and steel rammers, 
2,000. Cartouch-boxes, with belts and frogs, 2,000. 
Tanned leather slings, 2,000. In eighty chests. 

Flints: Wallpiece, 250, in one keg. Musket, 100,000, 
in fifty kegs. Carbine, 5,000, in two kegs. 

Forge-bellows, one pair. 

Hand-bellows, double blasted, three pairs. Budge bar- 
rels, copper hooped, fifteen. Kit brushes, six. In four 
three-quarters, one-half, and one-and-a-quarter ton vats, 
No. 114 to 119. 

Fifty handbarrows ; and wheelbarrows, fifty. 

Callipers, one pair of brass, one pair of iron ditto, and 
one hundred yards of canvass, No. 114 to 119. 

Chalk, four hundred weight, in two quarter-ton vats. 

Spare travelling carriages, twelve-pounders, heavy, 11. 

Empty paper cartridges, twelve-pounders, 10,000, in 
ten three-quarter ton vats, No. 99 to 108. Six ditto, 
5,000, in three-quarter ton vats, No. 109 to 111. Four 
ditto, 2,500, in one three-quarter ton vat, No. 112. Three 
ditto, 3,000, in one ditto, No. 113. 

Flags : Union, small, one ; ordnance jack, two. 

Pincers : For drawing fuzes, six pairs ; common ditto, 
twelve. 

Funnels of plate, ten; ditto, for shells, copper of sorts, 
six. 

Hammers for vents, fifty, No. 114 to 119. 

Park pickets, shod, twenty-five. Handerow levers, six 
feet, twenty-five. 

Harness, horse, thills, with cart saddles, eighty ; bit 
halters, one hundred ; traces, twenty ; wanties, eighty; in 
eighteen three-quarter ton vats, No. 57 to 74. 

Harness, men's, twelve to a set, 200, in twenty three- 
quarter ton vats, No. 37 to 56. 

Tanned hides, fifteen; laboratory kettle, one; copper 
ladles, without staves, 24-pounders, seven ; 12 ditto, sev- 
enteen ; 6 ditto, ten; 3 ditto, two; iron melting ladles, 
twelve ; Muscovy lanterns, thirteen ; tin ditto, ten ; dark 
ditto, fifteen, No. 114 to 119. 

Marline: Twenty skeins tarred, and ten white. 

Brads, 5,000 of one inch, and 5,000 of one inch and a 
half. Sponge tacks, 5,000. Nails, small copper, 2,000 ; 
4,000 of streak, and 90,000 quarter rose, No. 114 to 119. 

Camp kettles, 50, in four three-quarters and one-quarter 
ton vats, No. 120 to 124. 

Oil: One barrel of olive, in seven jars, and one barrel 
of train, in fourteen jars. 

Cartridge paper, 12-pounders, sixty reams, in 24 three- 
quarter ton vats, No. 75 to 98. 

Perpendiculars, new pattern, two ; rafts, half-round, 
twelve, No. 114 to 119. 

Anvil, for smiths, one. 

White rope, coils, 2 of four inches and a half, 1 of three 
inches, and 2 of one and a half. 

Sheepskins, 25 dozens, in twenty-five bundles. 

Sheets of tin for case shot, three boxes. 

Shot : Musket, 31 tons, 500 pounds, in six hundred and 
twenty-five boxes. Buck, 1,200 pounds, in eight barrels 
and four boxes. 

Spikes: Eight-inch, 10,000, in twenty weight powder 
barrels, No. 1 to 20 ; seven-inch ditto, 10,000, in sixteen 
twenty weight powder barrels, No. 21 to 36. 

Spare sponge and rammer heads : Ten of 24-pounders, 
fifteen of 12, thirty of 6, and six of 3. Twenty-five pair 
of scissors. Three pair of brass scales. Weights from 
four pounds to a quarter of an ounce, three piles, No. 114 
to 119. 

Staves, spare, for ladles, &c, 100. Thread, 200 weight, 
in a half-ton vat, No. 120. 

Twine, 100 weight, in a quarter-ton vat, No. 121. 
Round-shot: Twelve-pounders, 3,000; six-pounders, 
4,000. Junk, 10 tons. 

Mortar-beds for land service : Three of 13 inches, four 
of 10, and four of 8. 

Ammunition wagons, seven, Carbines, with bayonet?, 
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scabbards, and steel rammers, seventy-five. Carbine car- 
touch-boxes, with belts and frogs, seventy-five. Tanned 
leather slings, seventy-five. In three chests. 

Handspikes, one hundred. 

Camp-kettles, with frying-pan covers, one hundred, in 
10 three-quarter ton vats. 

Laboratory Stores. 

Carcasses, round, thirteen inches, 50, in fifty boxes ; 
oblong, eight inches, 100, in thirty-four boxes. 

Shot fixed to wood bottoms: Round, twenty-four pound- 
ers, 160, in twenty boxes; twelve-pounders, 1,080, in 
ninety boxes ; six-pounders, 2,720, in ninety-eight boxes ; 
three-pounders, 96, in three boxes. Case: twenty-four 
pounders, 72, in nine boxes; twelve-pounders, 1,280, in 
one hundred and seven boxes; six-pounders, 1,416, in 
fifty-one boxes; three-pounders, 96, in three boxes. Eight- 
inch howitzers, 30, in ten boxes ; five and a half-inch 
howitzers, 100, in ten boxes. 

Empty flannel cartridges: Heavy, twenty-four pound- 
ers, 1,500, in a case, No. 21 ; twelve-pounders, 2,000, in a 
case, No. 23. Light, six-pounders, 5,800, in a case, No. 20. 

Fixed fuzes, four and two-fifths, 8,440, in two cases, 
Nos. 6 and 7. 

Empty shells: Thirteen inches, 100; ten ditto, 100; 
eight ditto, 50 ; five and a half ditto, 100. In thirteen boxes. 

Tin tubes, fixed: Six-pounders, light, 16,000, in a case, 
No. 14. 

Bottoms, of wood for mortars, thirteen inches, 100. 

Iron round-shot,~one-pounders, 20,000, in two hundred 
boxes. 

Covers of cured paper, twenty-four pounders, 1,050, in 
a case, No. 33 ; twelve-pounders, 3,600, in two cases, 
Nos. 37 and 38; six-pounders, 2,800, in one case, No. 42. 

Caps of cartridge paper: Twenty-four pounders, 1,050, 
in a case, No. 33 ; twelve-pounders, 3,600, in two cases, 
Nos. 37 and 38; six-pounders, 2,S00, in No. 42. 

Mealed powder, two barrels, in a case, No. 48. 

Portfires, long and small, one hundred dozen, in a case, 
No. 28. 

Empty flannel cartridges, twelve-pounders, light, 1,500, 
in No. 28, 

Board's order, August 11, 1775. 

One brass mortar of thirteen inches, with a complete 
mortar-bed, to be delivered to Captain Stehelin. 

Board's order, August 9, 1775. 

Watchcoats, thirty-two, in 2 half-ton vats, Nos. 125 
and 126. Two reams of muster-rolls, one ditto pay-lists, 
and one dozen of the articles of war, in a quarter-ton vat, 
No. 129. 

For Mr. Durnford: B. Blight. 

Offioc of Ordnance, September 1, 1775. 

A true copy from the original : 

Stephen Moylan. 
P. S. Two brass six-pounders on board the brig. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF QUEBECK, ETC., AT THE 
END OF NOVEMBER, 1775. 

The detachment which General Washington sent into 
Canada, under the command of Colonel Arnold, consisted, 
originally, of eight hundred men ; but there not being suf- 
ficiency of provisions, Colonel Arnold sent three hundred 
back, and, with the remaining five hundred, (one hundred 
of whom were Riflemen,) took the route of the Rivers Ken- 
nebeck and Chaudiere, a part of the detachment marching 
by land on the bank of the river, and the rest were carried 
in batteaus. Their progress was slow, (about five or ten 
miles a day,) as they were often obliged to cut their way 
through the woods, the batteaus keeping company with 
them on shore, and at night encamping together ; at those 
places where the batteaus could not proceed, they w 7 ere 
carried on the shoulders of four men. They had a diffi- 
cult and dangerous route, but bore it with spirit and reso- 
lution, and at last reached Point Levi, opposite Quebeck. 
The Canadians received them with great cheerfulness, and 
supplied them with provisions. Their arrival at Point Levi 
was the first notice the Governour of Quebeclc had of their 
march. The Lizard, man-of-war, anchored off the Town ; 
the Hornet, sloop-of-war, between that and Wolfe's Cove ; 



the Gaspee, an armed schooner, opposite to it, and another 
armed schooner higher up ; armed boats every night were 
stationed round, to prevent Colonel Arnold passing the 
river. He remained here four days, till the Canadians had 
got together boats enough for his purpose. He crossed at 
night, and the first intelligence which the ships of war re- 
ceived was from an armed boat whom the Provincials hailed 
as they were going to land at Wolfe's Cove, and whom, on 
the boat's not answering, they fired at. The boat gave an 
alarm to the Lizard, man-of-war; upon which a Lieuten- 
ant was despatched, at twelve that night, with advice to the 
Governour, though the delays at Quebeclc prevented his 
acquainting him with it till seven the next morning. The 
Governour immediately summoned first the merchants, and 
asked them if they would defend the Town ; which they 
promised him to do. He then sent for the officers of the 
militia, who gave him the same assurance ; and lastly, the 
Captains of the merchant vessels, who also promised their 
assistance. Upon which the gates were shut, and prepara- 
tions made for defence. Colonel Arnold, the next morn- 
ing after his landing, formed his men not far from the Town. 
About three hundred of the garrison marched out with an 
apparent alacrity to attack him. The Colonel instantly put 
his men in motion in order to receive them ; upon which 
they retreated with precipitation. The gates were imme- 
diately shut, that of St. John's with difficulty; for, whether 
by design or otherwise, the keys were not to be found, and 
the fastening in such a situation that they were obliged to 
procure handspikes and ropes. This gate, which was the 
most important, was under the command of the French 
militia. The same disorder or design was so prevalent on 
the ramparts, that they had not matches to supply the guns, 
but were obliged to send for them to the Lizard, man-of- 
war. In all probability, had Colonel Arnold attacked the 
Town, he would have carried it; but not having artillery, 
he deemed it most prudent to wait for General Montgo- 
mery ; he therefore contented himself with encamping his 
Army on the heights. 

The 20th of November, General Carleton arrived, having 
left Montreal in a dark night, with about sixty men. They 
escaped in boats, and got on board a brigantine, which 
brought them to Quebeck. He could not have executed 
this design in the daytime, as the Provincials had erected 
batteries on each side of the river, which effectually stopped 
the communication between Quebeck and Montreal, and 
occasioned orders being given to destroy two armed schoon- 
ers, to prevent their falling into the hands of the Provin- 
cials. Montreal has capitulated ; so that all the Regulars 
are now prisoners of war, with the stores, except the gun- 
powder, which was put on board the schooner. 

_ The Canadians are, in general, favourable to the Ame- 
ricans, and were of great use to General Montgomery in 
the taking St. John's and Chambly, by supplying them with 
necessaries. They receive them into their houses, bring 
them provisions, and seem well pleased with their guests.' 
In return, the Provincials observe an exact discipline, and 
are very careful in protecting the property of the inhabi- 
tants. These favourable sentiments of the Canadians, to 
the Provincials, arise from the great dislike they have to 
the Quebeck Act. Even the British merchants, though 
they have taken up arras, yet apparently act with reluc- 
tance, being very ill-disposed towards General Carleton, 
who has treated them with great coolness, placing his con- 
fidence in the French noblesse. This conduct the General 
pursued on the first reception of the news that the Provin- 
cials were entering Canada. They went in a body to him, 
and requested to be embodied. He gave them no kind of 
answer, and persisted in the same disposition, when they a 
second time made application to hiro, after he had quitted 
Quebeck to go to Montreal; at last, Governour Cramahe 
embodied them, at the approach of Colonel Arnold. 

That officer {Arnold) hath done nothing but shown him- 
self before Quebeck. Indeed, the greatest part of the de- 
tachment are marched towards Montreal; no attempt is 
therefore expected to be made till the arrival of General 
Montgomery. 

The garrison of Quebeck, when this account came 

away, consisted of thirty-six of ; sixty of Carleton' s 

men, partly French, partly English ; eighty of Maclean's 
new-raised corps ; three hundred merchants and their ser- 
vants ; three hundred Canadians; and three hundred and 
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fifty sailors: the two former irresolute, already disgusted 
with the service, and greatly complaining of the fatigue ; 
the sailors, therefore, are the people to be depended upon. 
The inhabitants will not, most probably, choose to sustain 
a siege, as by a surrender they will secure their effects, 
which, by an opposition, they will run the risk of losing ; 
and there is not the least probability of the merchants be- 
ing able to support the fatigue of defending, and the Ca- 
nadians are too much friends to the Provincials warmly to 
oppose them. The sailors, on whom the only reliance can 
be placed, are not sufficiently numerous to preserve the 
Town, when the wishes of the inhabitants will be for a sur- 
render. Though General Carleton is a man of the great- 
est intrepidity, and he has the assistance of Colonel Mac- 
lean, yet he appears greatly chagrined at affairs turning 
out so contrary to his expectations, that it evidently preys 
on his spirits. 

The expectations from Colonel Maclean are entirely 
vanished. He was deserted by his people at the River 
Sorel, and obliged to fly, with eighty men, to Quebcck, with 
great expedition. The Highlanders he enlisted were so 
few as not to be worth mentioning. There were about one 
hundred came from the Island of St. John's, trading to 
Quebeck, but who have not entered as soldiers; and from 
thence, on the expectation that they would enlist, I sup- 
pose the report arose of his having raised a Regiment of 
them ; but so far from enlisting Highlanders in our service, 
I am informed, from good authority, that the Provincials 
have now a Regiment of Highlanders in their pay, consist- 
ing of eight hundred men, all volunteers. 

It is very probable that Quebeck may not be taken till 
the month of January, except General Montgomery sends 
down his artillery by water; he cannot so conveniently 
bring it down by land till the frosts set in. The cold is 
indeed severe, but his people are mured to it ; and as the 
country about Qucbeck is very populous, and the inhabi- 
tants friendly, he will find good quarters in the neighbour- 
hood of the Town ; which, with the weakness of the gar- 
rison, and the divisions in the place, there is little doubt of 
the Provincials being masters of it. 

The behaviour of General Montgomery to his prisoners 
was much applauded ; but there had letters passed between 
General Carleton and him, wherein he complained of the 
treatment of those taken at Montreal, and that he hoped 
that General Carleton would not put him under the neces- 
sity of showing the same. 

There is a Regiment in the interior parts of Canada, at 
Niagara, Detroit, &c, which, if they have not provisions, 
must come in and surrender. 



THE MONITOR, NO. IV. 

New- York, November 30, 1775. 

One would have thought that, after such repeated attest- 
ations of our determined aversion to the claims of the 
Parliament, a renewal of its endeavours to impose them 
would hardly have been undertaken in haste. But the 
Ministry were too much bent upon the subjugation of the 
Colonies, to give over the pursuit until they should be fully 
convinced of the absolute impracticability of succeeding in 
it. They were resolved to vary the plan of attack: to 
recur from open assault and violence, to intrigue, artifice, 
and illusion ; foreseeing that many plausible topicks might 
be invented to mislead a part at least of the people, to ge- 
nerate intestine divisions, and, by inducing compliance to a 
lesser encroachment, to pave the way and prepare the 
minds of men by degrees for the complete establishment of 
all their pretensions. They flattered themselves that the 
publick spirit of the Americans, by too frequent fermenta- 
tion, would in a great measure evaporate ; and that they 
would with difficulty be brought to submit to the incon- 
veniences, of another struggle, and again to obstruct the 
golden streams of commerce, for an object seemingly of so 
little importance as a duty of three pence a pound on tea. 

As the East-India Company must have been thoroughly 
apprized of the temper and resolutions of the Colonies, it 
is scarcely to be supposed they would have hazarded so 
much of their property on such a precarious footing as that 
on which it must necessarily be sent to America, while 
encumbered with, a duty that gave so general offence, un- 
less they had some sure prospect of retribution in case of 



accidents. It is therefore extremely probable, what has 
been more than once positively suggested by our friends 
on the other side of the water, that the Ministry either 
purchased the tea to make the intended experiment, or 
engaged to indemnify the Company for whatever loss they 
might sustain by a miscarriage. Neither is it likely they 
would have done this, and risked throwing the Empire into 
new convulsions and disorders, if they had not been reso- 
lute to drive matters to extremity, and to bring the contest 
to a final issue. 

They expected that one side of this dilemma would take 
place : either that the Colonies, fatigued with former efforts, 
unwilling to undergo fresh agitations, deceived by artful 
miscolourings, lulled by a consideration of the trifling sum 
of the tax, or from a compound of all these motives, would 
most of them be prevailed with to permit the introduction 
of the tea and the payment of the duty ; or that they would 
be reduced to the necessity of destroying it, in order to 
prevent those disagreeable circumstances, Should the for- 
mer happen, their scheme would be in a fair way for a 
perfect accomplishment. They might afterwards plead our 
own voluntary deliberate consent to their right of taxing 
us. Strong parties would have been formed among us ; 
violent heats and animosities engendered. The precedent 
would have had a powerful influence, both in the opinions 
of the people of Britain and in our own ; and if our ene- 
mies were masters of a tolerable share of address and dex- 
terity, they might then with the greatest ease lead us on, 
step by step, to the point they intended, whence the retreat 
would continually become more difficult, and at last impos- 
sible. But should the latter fall out, which was most pro- 
bable, a procedure so bold, and so much out of the common 
track, would naturally excite scruples in tender minds, and 
afford a spacious field for invective and declamation to their 
agents and creatures. They might thence extract a pre- 
text to sanctify or palliate future violences ; and, under the 
idea of chastising a breach of private property, might, with 
more appearance of justice, and with greater prospect of 
success, proceed in their long concerted plan of despotism. 
They hoped to gain many partisans, both in England and 
America, who, disgusted at a seeming outrage and act of 
injustice, would be easily persuaded to view all their mea- 
sures as entirely of a penal complexion, and designed only 
to procure a reparation for damage wantonly committed on 
our part. Hence they supposed our councils would be 
disunited and discordant, our opposition feeble, partial, and 
transitory, easily to be counteracted and overcome by any 
considerable, exertions of vigour and perseverance on their 
side. 

These views were subtle ; and, though the event has 
not been fully answerable to them, they have obtained a 
degree of success much to be regretted by every real friend 
to this injured Country. It happened that the tea sent to 
Boston was the first which arrived in America; and the 
people, having no other alternative but to suffer its being 
imported and the duty paid, or to destroy it, deemed the 
latter course most politick and safe. From all the other 
ports except Charlestoivn, where it was accidentally land- 
ed, it was despatched immediately back to England. 

This act, provoked by the forcible intrusion of an article 
loaded with an illegal tax, was seized, with the utmost 
avidity, by the ministerial cabal, as a handle for charging 
those who perpetrated it with the most heinous and inex- 
piable guilt. Tiie banners of vengeance were forthwith 
displayed, and furious penalties, without the formality of a 
trial, inflicted, very disproportionate to the crime, even 
supposing it to be a real one. The most arbitrary and ex- 
asperating intentions were announced in both Houses of 
Parliament, while nothing less than bringing America to 
his feet would satisfy the imperious Minister. At a single 
stroke, the memorable Port Bill totally demolished the 
flourishing trade of the offending Town ; nor was there 
any room left to avoid the evil, by making such requital 
for the injury done, as the nature of it might seem to de- 
mand. The conditions of the act were too rigorous and 
destructive to be complied with. It required not only 
payment for the simple value of the tea, which was suffi- 
cient, but for the amount of the duty upon it, an indefinite 
submission to the laws and authority of Parliament, and 
satisfaction for the losses that might have been incurred by 
the officers of His Majesty's customs and others; vesting a 
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discretionary power in the Governour, ultimately to judge 
of the sufficiency of the atonement to be made, and to 
grant or withhold a dispensation, as he should think best. 

This, however, was not enough to gratify their vindic- 
tive rage. At the heels of it came the act for annulling 
the charter and altering the Government of the Massachu- 
setts — a stretch of power that could not be submitted to 
without abandoning every idea of liberty and equity. To 
change the fundamental constitution of any civil society is 
the highest possible act of sovereignty; nor can it ever be 
done, consistent with any principles of freedom, unless by 
the general will of the community itself. The same pre- 
tended^ right by which the Parliament has ventured to make 
the alteration in question would extend to the abolition of 
all our Governments, and to the erection of the most insup- 
portable tyrannies in their stead. This would overthrow 
at once all the ramparts of our security, and leave us a 
defenceless prey to a set of men who, there is a moral cer- 
tainty, would think it their interest to oppress us by every 
device ingenious rapine could invent. 

The strange partiality of Administration, in these re- 
spects, discloses their designs in a manner that must carry 
conviction to every person who is not wilfully blind. "Why 
level all their fury and correction at Boston alone? Did 
not all the other Provinces partake in their guilt, by forcing 
back the tea, and tacitly approving of their conduct in its 
destruction? Did not New-York act a pail, perhaps less 
justifiable, in the treatment of Captain Chambers' s tea, and 
on that account deserve an equal portion of punishment ? 
In spite of every subterfuge to the contrary, the most 
natural answer to these questions is this : the Ministry, 
sensible that the principal impediment to their schemes lay 
in the great populousness and unconquerable spirit of liber- 
ty manifested by the New-England Colonies, and know- 
ing, also, that the Massachusetts generally took the lead 
among them, concluded that the only method to bring the 
Americans into a slate of thraldom, was to undermine and 
evert their liberties where their greatest strength lay ; that, 
in order to this, it was good policy to make a particular 
attack, under the notion of punishing a particular transgres- 
sion — hoping by that means to prevent a sympathy in suf- 
ferings, from a sense of common danger, and to discourage 
a cordial union and mutual support, in which the safety of 
our rights must always consist. The penetration of the 
Colonists, in general, was too great not to perceive the 
latent mischief through so thin a veil ; but the bait was 
swallowed by numbers, who are of less jealous and vigilant 
disposition than is absolutely necessary in a free Govern- 
ment. A few artful men behind the curtain, strengthening 
themselves with the symbols and prepossessions of party, 
took occasion, by degrees, to distemper the minds of their 
friends and associates. Concealing their real aims, they 
successfully played upon the passions and prejudices of 
men who were predisposed to consider them as the oracles 
of wisdom, and to acquiesce in whatever they recommend- 
ed. They first persuaded them to differ from the rest of 
their countrymen about the mode of obtaining the redress 
of grievances by themselves allowed to exist. They next 
taught them to doubt the reality of those grievances; from 
doubt they led them to disbelief; and at length they have 
convinced the silly, ductile creatures, that they have no 
rights or privileges whatsoever, but which are derived from 
the gratuitous indulgence and mere bounty of their bene- 
ficent masters on the other side of the Atlantic^. Hence 
those boisterous clamours which have been fulminated, from 
first to last, against the restrictions laid on our trade, and 
against every other measure the least tinctured with vigour 
or spirit. 

For the sake of present brevity, I shall defer the con- 
clusion of the general subject in hand to a future paper. 



THE MONITOR, NO. V. 

The frequent efforts of Administration to enslave the 
Colonies by general attacks, and their violent proceedings 
against Massachusetts in particular, instigated by the most 
insidious and barbarous policy, convinced all honest and 
discerning men that it was indispensably necessary to con- 
cert some regular, universal plan of opposition for the de- 
fence and security of our invaded rights. The expedient 
of a Congress naturally presented itself, from its beinc em- 



ployed with success on a recent occasion, and from the 
obvious necessity of some Continental body to direct the 
councils and measures of the whole. So agreeable was 
this to the real or apparent sentiments of all men, that it 
was no sooner proposed than it received the concurrence of 
every Colony, from Nova-Scotia to Georgia. All parties, 
without hesitation or scruple, agreed in acknowledging the 
propriety of it, though many since that, improved in wis- 
dom and discernment, have had the good fortune to dis- 
cover that the step was totally impolitick, illegal, treason- 
able, rebellious, and every thing else that is pernicious and 
terrible. 

Delegates being every where elected for the purpose, 
the Congress assembled at Philadelphia, and adopted a set 
of measures which reflect the highest lustre upon their cha- 
racters, as men of abilities, integrity, and resolution, and 
will ensure them the applause and veneration of impartial 
posterity, whose decisions will be unbiased by the narrow 
views and interested prejudices which at present darken 
and warp the minds of men. Notwithstanding the most 
convincing experience of the inexorable disposition of his 
counsellors, they presented His Majesty with a petition, 
couched in the most dutiful, cordial, and pathetick terms. 
Redress from that source could not be confided in ; it could 
scarcely even be hoped. Other methods were absolutely 
requisite to obtain relief; and what others, of a pacifick 
nature, could there be, but restraint on our commercial in- 
tercourse with Britain 1 

This mode of opposition had the recommendation of two 
successful experiments, and is supported by the most sub- 
stantial reasons, drawn from the great importance of our 
trade in the general scale of British commerce ; an impor- 
tance which is not imaginary or fictitious, but founded on 
the most notorious facts, and on the testimony of the ablest 
writers who have treated the subject, either before or since 
the commencement of the dispute. This mode, if faith- 
fully adhered to, must, in the end, prevail, whatever may 
be said to the contrary by a few ministerial addressers and 
letter-writers, whose bare affirmations can never counter- 
vail the respectable authorities above intimated ; and are, 
besides, refuted by other representations, more to be relied 
on, which inform us there are many and increasing appear- 
ances of distress arising from the operation of our mea- 
sures. The Ministry have applied all the lenitives in their 
power to heal the wounds given by us to the national re- 
sources ; but these are not only incompetent for the pre- 
sent ; they must, from their nature, be short-lived and eva- 
nescent. A gangrene will speedily ensue, and disorder the 
whole political frame, unless some wiser physicians be found, 
and timely remedies, of a more effectual kind, made use of. 

We have some grounds to believe that Administration 
would, ere this, have abdicated their schemes, had they not 
fondly imagined that our virtue would be too frail to perse- 
vere long in our self-denying plan of resistance. In this 
they were encouraged by many misinformations from a band 
of perfidious miscreants among ourselves, and more espe- 
cially by the promised dereliction of the common cause, in 
which these expected to betray the Assembly of this Pro- 
vince.* From this circumstance, it was thought the Atne- 

* Mr. Brook Watson, a principal merchant in England, when in this 
Province, declared to many respectable gentlemen, that the Ministry, 
soon after the publication of the Congressional proceedings, were dis- 
posed to retract their violent measures, and to redress our grievances. 
To this end, application was made, under the auspices of Lord North, 
to the body of American merchants, (of whom this gentleman was one,) 
desiring them to frame petitions for the redress of American grievances, 
and the restoration of American rights, and promising compliance with 
them, as it was most agreeable to the Ministry to repeal the obnoxious 
acts, seemingly in consequence of petitions aLhome. While this was 
in agitation, letters were received from New-York, assuring that the 
Assembly would reject the proceedings of tbe 'Congress' and that there 
would be a separation of this Colony from the rest. Fresh hopes were 
conceived from the prospect of a division, and the merchants were de- 
sired to alter the plan of their petition, and frame "It. solely upon com- 
mercial principles. The conduct of our Assembly confirmed thai in- 
formation, and the Ministry, now encouraged "by "tile "certain prospect, 
as they deemed it, of a disunion, were led to push matters to extremity' 
Here we find the more immediate source of those evils under which we 
at present labour. If it should be aslted liow any persons 1 could foretell 
what was in the womb of futurity, and "therefore uncertain, I answer, 
this, might, easily be done, without possesSragTmy OTpernatiiral gift of 
prophecy, by taking a little pains to sound the private sentirnents of the 
members of our Assembly, and particularly of thelcaders," whence their 
publick conduct would be plainly Reducible. Dr. Franklin, I am told, 
makes no scruple to impute the obstinacy of Administration to the same • 
cause ; and the reason of the thing will convince jus that it has at least 
had a powerful tendency to encourage it, agreeable to Lord North's 
maxim — divide el impera — divide and tyrannize. ; " 
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rican Association would shortly be dissolved, and our oppo- tion, is such an insult to our understandings as can entitle 

sition, of course, disconcerted and confounded. These it to nothing but the most supreme contempt on our part. 
views were seconded by a ridiculous opinion, industriously In order to ascertain the true nature and intent of this 

propagated, that the people of this Continent were too re- motion, we ought not to consult the insinuations contained 

creant and ignoble to confront the myrmidons of Britain, in private letters fabricated by the intriguing tools of the 

and would tamely suffer themselves to be dragooned out of Ministry, nor the fallacious comments and glosses pretend- 

their liberties. If this opinion had not been noised abroad, ed to be founded on private explanations of his Lordship, 

with the utmost earnestness and confidence, 1 could not These are but the threadbare arts of deception, the mere 

have suspected there were any men such novices in the legerdemain of Court sharpers. To understand it aright, 

science of human nature, as to harbour a supposition so we must confine ourselves to the terms of the proposition 



opposite to all those natural and moral causes which con- 
spire to make men brave, and which are all eminently on 
the side of the Colonists in the present contest. 

Building their future hopes on these visionary founda- 
tions, our enemies resolved to proceed in their ruinous 
career ; and have exhibited to the world a striking example 



itself, and to the circumstances concomitant with and sub- 
sequent to it. If we depart from these criterions, and yield 
our judgments to the forced constructions of those whose 
aim and interest it is to delude us, we may indeed fancy his 
Lordship's brat a well-favoured child ; but it will be, never- 
theless, to the eye of discernment, no better than a mon- 



to what dangerous lengths the folly and wickedness of men strous birth, which, unless it be exposed to perish in its 

will extend, when actuated by an insatiable avidity for infancy, cannot fail to prove a scourge and nuisance to the 

power and dominion. New punitive statutes have been community. 

devised, confounding the innocent and guilty, even accord- The words of the motion are these: "That when the 
ing to their own conceptions of guilt, in promiscuous and Governour, Council and Assembly, or General Court, of 
undistinguished ruin. The sword has been wantonly drawn any of His Majesty's Provinces or Colonies in America, 
by them,* and the blood of subjects inhumanly shed, for shall propose to make provision, according to the condi- 
tio other crime than an invincible adherence to the noblest tions, circumstances, and situation of such Province or 
principles of liberty, an ardent attachment to the true spirit Colony, for contributing their proportion towards the com- 
of the English Constitution, and a becoming sense of the rrion defence, (such proportion to be raised under the 
exalted privileges inherited from their ancestors, who, un- authority of the General Court or General Assembly of 
appalled by the dangers of unknown seas, the perils and such Province or Colony, and disposable by Parliament,) 
hardships of the solitary wilderness, left their native coun- and shall engage to make provision also for the support of 
tries, and began settlements which promise, through ages, the civil Government and the administration of justice in said 
to remain the favourite abodes of knowledge, religion, virtue, Colony, it will be proper, if such proposal shall be approved 
freedom— -every thing that can adorn and dignify and feli- by His Majesty and the two Houses of Parliament, and for 
citate the human race. so long as such provision shall he made accordingly, to 

forbear, in respect to such Province or Colony, to levy any 

the monitor no vt duiy ' taX ' ° r asses3ment > or to impose any further duty, 
','«.*. tax > or assessment, except only such duties as it may be 
On Lord North s Motion. expedient to impose for the regulation of commerce. The 
So determined are a certain herd of tame sequacious nett produce of the duties last mentioned to be earned to 
animals among us, to be the humble followers of Adminis- the account of such Province or Colony, respectively." 
tration in every step they take, that it is impossible for The obvious tenor of this proposal is, that we are to 
these to concert any measure, however absurd, injurious, proffer supplies according to our abilities, and that these 
or oppressive, in which they will not readily acquiesce, are to be approved or rejected by the Parliament, at 
with the most profound and implicit deference. It seemed pleasure, which is to be the final judge of their suffi- 
once to be a first principle with all, that the Parliament ciency, and of our ability to grant; and, consequently, its 
has no right to tax the Colonies ; and that their claim, in will is to be the ultimate standard of what we are to five, 
this respect, ought to be opposed, at the utmost hazard of The reserved power of approving implies a power of re- 
life and fortune. But, at this enlightened season, many jecting, and of determining eventually how much, I will 



betray a servile disposition, both to acknowledge the right 
jlnd to submit to the exercise of it, provided we may be 
indulged with the paltry privilege of raising the sums pre- 
scribed to us in the mode most adapted to our local cir- 
cumstances. This inclination, indeed, is not averred in 



not say we are to bestow, but how much is to be extorted 
from us. What is this but taxing us in the gross instead 
of the detail ? Where is the difference between demand- 
ing a precise sum from us at first, and requiring us to offer 
till they are satisfied and willing to accept ? Does not this 



plain terms, but it may be easily collected from the favour- make the amount of our contributions to rest, in the end, 

able sentiments entertained of the motion made in the last upon their pleasure and absolute decision? To say that 

session of Parliament, usually known by the false appella- we tax ourselves, when they alone are at last to judge how 

tion of Lord North's conciliatory proposition — a motion, much they will have from us, and to what purposes they 

the palpable design of which, by every rule of interpreta- will appropriate it, is a contradiction in terms, an impudent 

■ * It is pretty generally allowed, by all parties, that the war was com. affr0nt *° co ™ m ™ SGns f; . If there be any difference be- 
menced by the British soldiery, though there are a few so blindly partial tween this and the requisition of a determinate Slim at first, 
as to question it, and protend the contrary. Among a great variety, the the disadvantage is Oil the side of the present mode. Were 
following considerations will suffice to put the matter beyond a doubt. „ 7 „ nr ,,^^,„ n A „.;,i, „„„,„■ . c 1 . • . j e 
The Regulars charge the Provincials with firing first; the Provincial; ™ »PF lzed Wlth certainty of what IS expected from US, we 
charge the Regulars with the same. The former support their charge Should have some Visible and Stationary object to regulate 
by simple affirmation; the latter by many solid affidavits; among which our conduct by ; we might examine whether it would be 
are a few from officers and soldiers of the other party, who were taken n ,i, ^inmt i n ,„,»,L,„ „»„»» .. ,1, l, • j i 
prisoners. It would be cruel and unjust to suppose the Provincials had °" r 'T *?. P urchase P eace at th f kn °™ pneo demand- 
either forged or extorted these, because it would imply a degree of ed j tne conditions being clear and explicit on their part, 

treachery of which there is no reason to suspect them capable" but it we might comply with more safety on ours. But, as the 

cannot be supposed, because there has been an exchange of prisoners, rrmttpr nmv «tnnrl= wp ctmnlrl Vio in „,,», ,,f „ „,„,„ ,,u 

and the imposture, if there was any, would have been detected and TOatter novv . standB > we shol,ld be > n qu^t of a mere phan- 

exposed, which has not been done. Moreover, when contending parties tom 5 we might propose again and again, without Success ; 

and while we were made the sport of fruitless delusive ne- 
gotiations, penal laws and military force would be gaining 
such ground upon us, as might enable our enemies to exact 
submissions still more unreasonable and ignominious. 

The genuine nature of this beneficent plan may be well 
illustrated by the following supposed incident. A robber 
meets a traveller upon the highway, and, with a pistol at 
his breast, demands his money from him on pain of death. 
The honest man remonstrates against the injustice and cru- 
elty of taking away, by force, what he has earned by hard 
la.bour and the sweat of his brow, and what he is in fact 
very little able to spare. "Well, replies the ruffian, as 1 
am a man of honour and generosity, and you are my fel- 
109 



assert different things, the only way to discover where the truth lies, is 
to examine oil "which side the circumstances afford the greatest proba- 
bility. In the first skirmish there were several hundreds of the Regu- 
lars, and only thirty Provincials. Is it probable that thirty Provincials 
should first fire upon some hundreds of Regulars ? Would not this bo 
an instance of madness and desperate bravery hardly to be supposed? 
Is it not much more probable that the Regulars first fired upon them, 
and that they gave way and dispersed before such a formidable body, 
without firing at. all, as is represented by our party ? 

I mention these, circumstances only to show how the fact really 
stands, not that I think the Provincials would have been blamoable in 
attacking them first ; for, as they came out (according to their own ac. 
count) with design, to seize two of the inhabitants, and. to destroy the 
magazines of provisions, &c, belonging to the people of Massachusetts, 
these, I contend, had a perfect right to defend their property, to repel 
the lawless destroyers by every necessary method, and to resist arms 
by arms. 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 
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Jaw-creattwe,.I should wish to indulge you as far as is con- 
sistent with my own exigencies. Something 1 must have, 
and something considerable; but I will leave it to yourself 
to offer what you can spare in your present circumstances. 
I will require no particular sum, but, notwithstanding, I 
must advise you to be liberal ; for, let me tell you, it is my 
business to judge whether your offers are reasonable or 
not, and I will compel you to give me what I think you 
ought." 

From the internal structure of the motion, I proceed to 
its exterior appendages; and from Lord North's own decla- 
rations on the occasion, I infer his real design with infallible 
certainty. In the course of the debate he asserts, that it 
is no conceding proposition, nor any diminution of die au- 
thority of Parliament, but rather a confirmation of it : That 
the taxing power is still retained in the hands of that body, 
and to be exercised entirely at its own discretion : That 
we are only to be indulged in the mode, which, provided a 
substantial supply be obtained, ought to be left with us, 
upon motives of mutual convenience : That this is, at 
length, placing the matter upon a solid foundation — a dis- 
pute for revenue — not an idle punctilious controversy on 
principles of abstract right: That the benefits of com- 
merce between Britain and the Colonies are reciprocal, 
and so nearly upon a par as to leave us little claim of 
exemption from an equal portion of taxes with the people 
at home, on account of the confinement of our trade; con- 
sequently, after a trifling allowance for the balance that 
may be against us, reason and equity require that we should 
contribute full as much in taxes as they : That no relaxa- 
tion is to take place in the coercive operations, either by 
restrictive statutes or military chastisement ; and that our 
submission to the terms here presented is to be the condi- 
tion on which our allegiance shall be accepted.* 

This his Lordship affirms is the ultimatum, the utmost 
favour :we areto expect, though he confesses himself sen- 
sible that the proposition will not be relished by the Ame- 
ricans in general ; but if only one Colony should submit, 
his purpose would be answered, because, one link of the 
chain, being broken, the whole must necessarily fall into 
pieces. This separation, he says, would restore the Em- 
pire ; and divide et impcra is a maxim never held unfair 
or unwise in Government. He takes occasion to encourage 
the people to patience and resignation under their tempo- 
rary sufferings, from the sudden interruption and decay of 
trade an.d the infelicities of war, by holding out the flatter- 
ing prospect of a large revenue, to be raised upon us, for 
the relief of their burdens ; and at the same time to animate 
the soldiery to a full exertion of their native valour and 
intrepidity, by informing them that they are not to draw 
their swords and imbrue their hands in blood, for a vain 
phantom, or empty point of honour, but for a substantial 
and durable benefit to their Country. 

Without waiting to see the success of his experiment, 
scarce allowing us time to receive the intelligence of 
his proposal, with a precipitant temerity that marks the 
savage inhumanity of his heart, he gives the fatal word 
to open the dismal theatre of war, and begin the horrid 
tragedy; as if in haste to evince the sincerity of his pro- 
fessed resolution to compel us to be slaves. 

What shall we think of such a motion, attended with 
such dark circumstances? Considered in itself, examined 
in conjunction with the Minister's own explications, and 
with his desperate conduct since, does this uncomely pro- 
geny of his possess a single feature or lineament of peace 
and reconciliation ? Does it not rather wear the aspect of 
treachery, insult, and tyrannick violence, and call for our 
resentment much more than our countenance or approba- 
tion? 

It frequently excites both my laughter and spleen to 
bear men gravely calling this a conciliatory proposition, a 
fair ground for negotiation, and the like. If his good Lord- 
ship intended it so, he certainly took a most ungracious 
method to recommend it to us; and if we are credulous 
enough to believe it such, we must take our opinion upon 
hypothesis and trust. We may, indeed, discover the faci- 
lity and extent of our faith, but not the acuteness or depth 
of our penetration. For my part, as I have not so much 

* The reader will find all that is here mentioned, without the least 
exiggeration, in the New-York Journal of the 20th of April, 1775, in 
an account of the debates on the motion, taken, from the London Uee, 
ning Post, 



credulity in my composition as may incline me to credit 
the vague suggestions of any man in opposition to the 
natural appearances of things, I must opine that there is 
nothing conciliatory in this motion, except it be in the 
name. I can view no proposal as tending to accommodate 
and reconcile, unless it possess these two characteristicks— 
a considerable approach towards those terms we may, with 
justice to ourselves, accept; and an intermission of all co- 
ercive, compulsory proceedings. These alone can testify 
a serious design of pacification in our enemies, and can 
make it honourable or politick in us to regard their over- 
tures. The resolution in question is at such an infinite 
distance from any thing we can embrace, and is clothed 
in such a menacing hostile garb, that it clearly evinces the 
most unfriendly disposition, and claims nothing from us but 
the most contemptuous inattention. 



THE MONITOR, NO. VII. 

In publick exigencies there is hardly any thing more pre- 
judicial than excessive caution, timidity, and dilatoriness ; 
as there is nothing more beneficial than vigour, enterprise, 
and expedition. When the former qualities prevail in the 
conduct of affairs, during the tempest of State, we sea 
none but weak and irresolute counsels, productive of plans 
and measures slow in their execution, and insignificant in 
their consequences. Every proposal, whether trivial or 
important, is perplexed with endless debates; however 
obvious its propriety, still it must be examined in every 
light, must undergo the nicest dissection, and each mem- 
ber of it be viewed with the most scrupulous precision. 
If it may be attended with difficulties, these, though little 
more than mole hills in themselves, appear, through the 
microscopic medium of fear, to be inaccessible mountains. 
The creative eye of coward caution multiplies difficulties, 
and fancies it sees a thousand obstacles and inconveni- 
ences which have no real existence. Undertakings the 
most necessary and likely to succeed, are rejected for the 
bare possibility of failure, and of some mischievous effects 
which may chance to result from them. The attention, 
engrossed with a multitude of immediate minute objects, 
is incapable of extending to any comprehensive views, and 
the mind is too feeble to embrace any lofty or hazardous 
projects, notwithstanding the prosperity of publick con- 
cerns may absolutely require them. In a word, nothing 
wise, provident, manly, or decisive, is to be expected ; a 
scandalous remissness, imbecility, and inaction, character- 
ize the general current of affairs. 

When the latter ingredients preponderate, we see bold 
designs concerted with becoming resolution, and executed 
with answerable firmness and success. We behold active 
counsels, seconded by a promptitude in execution. De- 
liberation is indulged within proper bounds, and propor- 
tioned to the nature of the business. Danger is encoun- 
tered, obstacles are levelled, resources provided, remote 
perils are foreseen with calm intrepidity, and prepared 
against with a proper degree of self-possession, which is 
ever fruitful of expedients ; they are not regarded with in- 
decent terror and despondency, nor vainly avoided by an 
unavailing flight. Activity and fortitude are the very life 
of great exploits, and can alone produce security in perilous 
and stormy times. 

I would not be understood to censure a due degree of 
prudent calmness and circumspection, nor to recommend 
precipitancy and rashness. I am sensible of the necessity of 
the former,andof the destructive tendency of the latter; but 
I would wish to explode that strange perversion of ideas and 
terms by which men are led to make the name of prudence 
a sanction for cowardice, or something worse. I would 
desire to impress this sentiment, that supineness and indo- 
lence, when war thunders at our gates, is inconsistent with 
prudence, which dictates the use of the means best adapt- 
ed to every occasion ; that it is one thing to fold our arms 
and slumber, while the lawless robber is plundering our 
habitations, and another to take those discreet, and, at the 
same time, resolute methods which are best adapted to 
resist his attempts. In a state of hostility, I esteem it the 
truest wisdom to be diligent, prompt, and enterprising; to 
strain every sinew in warlike preparations; to search out 
every expedient, and seize every opportunity of strength- 
ening ourselves, and materially weakening the enemy. 
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Temerity consists in prosecuting such wild schemes 39 
Lave little probability of success ; or which, though suc- 
cessful, could not compensate for the inconveniences 
through which they were pursued, or were like to be, in 
their consequences, productive of much more detriment 
than solid advantage. To these I would give my hearty 
negative ; but where there is an object of moment in view, 
where there is a likelihood of success, and much to be 
gained by it, we ought not to be deterred at the prospect 
of difficulty and danger, nor effeminately shrink from every 
enterprise, as impracticable, which is not to be accomplish- 
ed but with trouble and hazard. 

Here I perceive many will be ready to ask, with an air 
of triumph, will not these daring measures have a direct 
tendency to exasperate and inflame ? Will they not rouse 
the national pride of Britain, and bring the united resent- 
ment of the Ministry and people upon us? Will they not 
provoke the tremendous North, that second Jupiter, to 
exhaust his magazine of thunderbolts at our devoted heads, 
and, in a flood of vengeance, destroy us from the face of 
the earth, as happened to the rebellious giants of old ? I 
answer, though I am far from thinking this terrestrial Jupi- 
ter omnipotent, even when assisted with his awful synod 
of demigods, the Parliament, yet, if I thought him pos- 
sessed of any share of the justice and benignity which are 
ascribed to the celestial Thunderer, I should be very loth 
to offend him, and should hold it safer to court his favour 
than to defy his resentment. But as 1 believe there is 
little of the divinity in him, in those respects, I esteem it 
necessary to set him at de6ance, and to be prepared for the 
worst effects of his rage and animosity, or, to speak in 
plainer terms, I am of opinion the Ministry must be driven 
from the post they have occupied, or they will never leave 
it till they have completed our ruin. While it is tenable, 
they will certainly hold it; reputation, interest, personal 
safety — every motive concurs to impel them to persever- 
ance. Their conduct cannot be imputed to inconsiderate- 
ness or mistake, but is plainly the result of deliberate 
tyranny. They were well admonished of the temper of 
the Colonies, of the infinite difficulty of carrying the point 
of taxation. Two striking examples were before them of 
fruitless endeavours to impose the claim ; in contempt of 
past experience, in defiance of the opposition to be expect- 
ed from us, they resolved to make another trial. They 
have outgone their predecessors in the essay, and have 
proceeded to the last extremity — an appeal to the sword. 
They have advanced too far to retreat, without equal in- 
famy and danger; their honour, their credit, their exist- 
ence as Ministers, perhaps their life itself, depend upon 
their success in the present undertaking. When these 
things are considered, what reasonable man can doubt that 
we ought to expect the worst their circumstances will em- 
power them to inflict, and that the shortest road to an 
accommodation is to convince them they are unable to 
effectuate their design ? 

The scheme of conduct I recommend supposes that a 
deliberate plan has been formed in the cabinet to enslave 
the Colonies — that is, to bring them under unlimited sub- 
jection to the Parliament. If this be admitted, the infe- 
rence is unavoidable, that men who were capable of form- 
in" such a design, would not scruple to use the means 
necessary for its accomplishment. That when they deter- 
mined to divest us of our liberties, they consequently de- 
termined to take every method proper to effect it. That 
as they have unsheathed the sword, they have thereby 
testified an opinion that the sw T ord is a fit instrument for 
their purpose, and have given us all possible reason to be- 
lieve they will use it so long as they have any hope of suc- 
ceeding by it. That as they have already shown a dispo- 
sition the most malignant and hostile imaginable towards 
us, we have nothing to look for from their justice or cle- 
mency, but may expect all the mischief they shall think it 
their interest to do us, in prosecution of their favourite 
plan. That therefore we need not fear to irritate or pro- 
voke them, but should exert every faculty to build a wall 
of adamant about our invaded rights, which may serve to 
blunt the edge of their uplifted weapon, ot retort it with 
redoubled fury upon their own breasts. 

As to the supposed danger of incensing the nation against 
us, by vigorous measures, I believe it to be entirely ill- 
founded." That their present inclinations are propitious to 



America, may be fairly gathered from the following conside- 
rations, selected from many more : 1. It may naturally 
be presumed that they approve in us the same erect spirit 
of liberty for which themselves have ever been distin- 
guished. 2. The principals in the opposition to the pre- 
sent Administration have always been the most popular 
men in the Kingdom, and it is more than probable they 
lead the sentiments of trie people in the important question 
of the day. 3. The City of London, which has been con- 
stantly known to direct the national opinion, has taken an 
active part in our behalf. 4. By various accounts there 
appears to be great difficulty to enlist men to fight against 
us, insomuch that the Ministry are constrained to give par- 
ticular encouragement to the Papists, who alone seem in- 
clined to the service. 

In this case, the people will not regard the ministerial 
cause' as their own. Their pride will be in no wise wound- 
ed by the disappointment and defeat of men who are odious 
to themselves ; but they will rather rejoice in it, and ap- 
plaud the instruments. Their generous natures will be 
captivated with the gallant exertions of their fellow-subjects, 
and they will be ready to make every allowance for the 
necessity of our situation. 

But let us admit that the hope of relief, from the power 
of taxing us, has obliterated every other sentiment, and 
has induced the people in general to unite in a common 
cause with the Ministry; the same inducement will incite 
them to second all the views of their imagined benefactors 
to bring us under subjection. We must then look upon 
them as enemies, who are willing to do us all the injury they 
can, and should be indefatigable in putting ourselves in a 
posture of defence. 

On the whole, if we are wise, it will be the first article 
in our political creed, that our oppressors will do every 
thing in their power to carry their point, and despoil us of 
Our privileges. This, the whole tenor of their treatment 
clearly denotes. The consequence will be, that we shall 
leave nothing undone which may conduce to the obstruc- 
tion of their progress, and to the discomfiture of their op- 
pressive designs. 

Nothing but superlative folly will occasion us to neglect 
any expedient for fortifying our opposition, on the preca- 
rious and ill-grounded hope of prevailing by more gentle 
methods. The times are too serious and urgent to ad- 
mit of trifling and procrastination. Too much is at slake 
to trust any thing to the equity and forbearance of men 
who have proved themselves to be destitute of those qua- 
lities. Every moment is precarious, and calls aloud for 
improvement. The general complexion of affairs demands 
activity, vigilance, and resolution. Let us beware, lest, 
while we amuse ourselves with a vain expectation that our 
enemies may relent, and come to an amicable settlement, 
they may be plying every engine of war, and may find us, 
at the critical juncture, in an unprepared and defenceless 
condition. 



THE MONITOR, NO. VIII. 

On the conduct of the Tories. 

The dignity and meanness of human nature never ap- 
pear so conspicuously as in times of publick danger and 
distress. In the calm of life there are many latent he- 
roick virtues which have no opportunity to display them- 
selves, but which, when the scene is overcast with the 
clouds of adversity, burst forth with a dazzling brilliancy, 
and seize the admiration of mankind ; as, on the other hand, 
the true characters of men are apt to be disguised by many 
specious artifices, and embellished with many gilded ap- 
pearances, which, when the storm rises, are dissipated and 
lost, and leave them exposed in all their native deformity: 
we are then at the same time charmed with the most mag- 
nificent virtues, and shocked with the blackest vices of the 
human heart. 

The conduct of far the greatest part of my countrymen, 
amid the fiery trial in which we are now engaged, affords 
abundant matter for panegyrick, and, if persisted in with 
steady uniformity, -will be a bright example for the imita- 
tion, and a prolifick theme for the praises of future ages. 
I wish, for the honour of humanity, the same encomium 
could be extended without exception ; but it is a melan- 
choly truth that the behaviour of many among us might 



1735 



CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1736 



serve as the severest satire upon the species. It has been 
a compound of inconsistency, falsehood, cowardice, selfish- 
ness, and dissimulation. Proteus like, they have been in 
continual change; have borrowed what shapes and assumed 
what forms they found convenient to promote their sinister 
purposes. The most charitable construction to be put 
upon their conduct is, that they have had no system, and 
have been at perpetual variance with themselves ; the most 
natural is, that they have been consistent only in a hypo- 
critical concealment of their real principles and intentions. 
There is no alternative but to suppose that, while they have 
been exclaiming against anarchy in the state, they have 
been the unhappy victims of an intellectual chaos, a total 
confusion of understanding, which has obstructed the ope- 
rations of common sense, and tossed them at random upon 
the waves of caprice, liable to be driven about by every 
gust of ministerial intrigue ; or that they have only artfully 
diversified the means to one great end — the ruin of their 
Country ; making the service of the Ministry their supreme 
good, and resolving to conform all their actions to the most 
perfect standard of submission. 

It would be too arduous a task to follow these versatile 
beings through all their mean doublings and intricate wind- 
ings, or to depicture them particularly under that infinite 
variety of disguises they have worn on different occa- 
sions. 

" Chameleons, who can paint in black and white," 

But I may give a sketch of the principal traits of their 
character, and I doubt not the bare outlines of the portrait 
will be sufficient to excite disgust and abhorrence in every 
manly breast. Happy should I be, could the faithful repre- 
sentation reanimate some expiring remains of virtue in the 
bosoms of the self-degraded originals, and prevail with 
them to feel the guilt, the littleness, the infamy of forget- 
ting they are men. 

In order to have an adequate idea of their conduct 
during this last interesting period, it will be necessary to 
recollect the part they sustained in former transactions, 
which will serve as a foil or contrast to that, and will show 
them in a point of light truly ridiculous and contempt- 
ible. 

The very men who have now luckily fallen into such a 
pleasant dream of loyalty and obedience, in the time of 
the Stamp Act, were most of them " patriots of distin- 
guished note ;" the most vociferous clamorers for liberty 
and property; the life and soul of mobs; the leaders in all 
the valorous exploits of plebeian phrensy,such as parading 
the streets with effigies, pulling down houses, tarring and 
feathering, and the like. In a word, they did not scruple 
in those days to run headlong into practices much more 
wanton and disorderly than any that have happened in the 
course of our present struggle, which has been managed 
with singular decency, regularity, and prudence. 

They then thought it no treason, no mortal sin, no Re- 
publican or Presbyterian contrivance, to form a Continen- 
tal Congress; to petition and remonstrate with spirit and 
freedom ; to deny the right of taxation claimed and exer- 
cised by the Parliament; to enter into agreements for the 
restriction of commerce; to act in every respect with suit- 
able vigour and resolution. They did not tremble at the 
sound of Ministerial vengeance ; neither were they afraid 
to adopt any decisive measure, because it might tend to 
irritate, to widen the breach, to throw an obstacle in the 
way of peace and reconciliation, and the rest of the trite 
nonsense, the product of these exuberant times. The con- 
tracted views of party, the sordid motives of ambition and 
avarice, had not then taken such firm hold on their minds 
as they have since. They felt the force of reason, listened 
to its dictates, and co-operated in the necessary means of 
bringing speedy relief to their Country. 

What a miserable reverse do we now behold ! These 
mighty champions for the liberty of their Country have 
dwindled into a puny tribe of voluntary slaves. They 
have meanly abandoned the lofty ground they formerly 
stood upon, and are contented to become obsequious de- 
pendants on the bounteous indulgence of a despotick Min- 
istry and venal Parliament for all they possess. While 
Administration, in pursuance of an open claim of unbound- 
ed authority over us, are driving us, as far as lies in their 
power, tg the. brink of perdition ; while they are practising 
all the violences, as well as the refinements of destruction, 



against us, with an avowed intention to compel us to con- 
tribute as much as they think proper to the expenses of 
the Empire, or rather to the maintenance of parasites and 
minions, these shameless apostates are not simply inactive 
in the defence of their Country: they are industrious in 
promoting the views of its enemies ; they are continually 
using all the arts of cunning and deceit to propagate the 
contagion of disaffection, to damp the zeal and ardour of 
their countrymen, and to discredit every method which 
is devised for the preservation of our common, essential 
rights ; they have condemned those very principles and 
measures for which themselves were once the foremost 
advocates. Let them not presume to justify their incon- 
sistencies by the subtleties of sophistry. Their own con- 
sciences must contradict the language of their tongues, 
and, whatever they may vainly flatter themselves, it is im- 
possible for them to impose their flimsy apology upon any 
but the most vulgar and ignorant ; men of sense easily 
detect the fallacy of their superficial pretences. 

In consequence of the violent attacks made upon the 
Province of Massachusetts, all men were surprised and 
alarmed. The necessity of a Congress was universally 
allowed. The Committee which was formed here, for hold- 
ing a correspondence and concerting measures with the 
other Colonies, was chiefly composed of the persons who 
are at this time principals in the opposition. Delegates v 
were nominated and elected under their influence, and they 
bound themselves, by all the ties of honour and patriotism, 
to abide by the decisions of the Congress. 

They professed at that time to agree in these leading 
principles: that the Parliament has no right to tax the 
Colonies ; that the duty upon tea, being for the express 
purpose of raising a revenue, was a tax upon us, therefore 
illegal and unconstitutional ; that the attempt to introduce 
it among us, encumbered with such an illegal duty, indi- 
cated a revived intention to enslave us ; that the alteration 
of the Massachusetts Charter was an unwarrantable act of 
power, calculated to establish a precedent dangerous in the 
extreme to all the privileges of America; and that, what- 
ever might be the ostensible motive, the real design was 
much more than barely to punish an outrage on private 
property. In a word, that all the late Ministerial proceed- 
ings were to the last degree alarming, and could not be 
quietly submitted to without endangering all our dearest 
rights and privileges. 

Yet even then there were some peculiarities that dis- 
criminated the party. There were symptoms of luke- 
warmness in their behaviour, which produced no small 
suspicfon of their sincerity. They seemed, as they still 
continue to be, averse from all vigorous measures, and de- 
sirous to confine their opposition to the absurd mode of 
petition and remonstrance. It was, with reason, thought 
not a little extraordinary, that they should be so entirely 
engrossed in a mode which repeated experiments had 
proved was disregarded and fruitless; and which now, less 
than ever, could be relied on, not only from past experience 
of its inefficacy, but from this odious consideration, that 
every fresh attempt rendered the arbitrary designs of the 
cabinet more apparent, and afforded a stronger argument 
that the subversion of all our liberties had been resolved 
on, and consequently that redress was less to be expected 
from the simple force of complaint and solicitation. 

When the proceedings of the Congress appeared, they 
murmured against the adoption of the Suffolk Resolves,and 
some other less considerable matters; but the Association, 
which was the mainspring of our opposition, they declared 
themselves ready and willing to support. This, however 
did not last long. In a little time, with their usual fickle- 
ness and inconstancy, they brought themselves to deny the 
whole authority of the Congress, to condemn all their mea- 
sures, without reserve or distinction, as illegal, impolitick, 
and destructive, and to traduce the characters of the mem- 
bers with the utmost virulence of defamation. They 
were not satisfied to suppose that these had fallen into im- 
prudent counsels, through intemperate zeal ; but, with all 
the charity of good Christians and moderate men, they 
loudly stigmatized them every where as a knot of" hair- 
brained Republicans, who had assembled, with rebellion 
and civil war in the dark recesses of their hearts, and who 
meditated nothing but to build their own greatness upon 
the ruin of their Country, 
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With the assistance of certain dexterous celebrated casu- 
ists, they soon learned the admirable art of turning reason 
and conscience out of doors, and acquired a power of men- 
tal digestion well adapted to paradoxes, both in logick and 
ethicks. They obtained a happy knack of proving to all 
gainsayers, by dint of positive assertion, that a duty im- 
posed for the direct declared purpose of raising a revenue, 
was simply a regulation of trade, and not a tax; though in 
what manner the interests of trade could possibly be ad- 
vanced by it, or by what magick an imposition for raising a 
revenue on the subject is divested of the nature of a tax, 
I confess to be a mystery far surpassing the bounds of my 
limited comprehension. They also found out an expe- 
dient for absolving themselves from the obligation of the 
most sacred engagements, voluntarily and deliberately ce- 
mented with the whole Continent. That laudable maxim, 
the offspring of Jesuitical policy, that no faith is to be kept 
with hereticks, admits of an easy application to rebels, who 
may be considered as hereticks in Government ; and it is 
no wonder that these orthodox gentlemen should think it 
no disgrace to violate all the ties of honour and fidelity 
with the rest of their countrymen. 

At this season a petition from our constitutional Assem- 
bly was to effect an accommodation without the least diffi- 
culty. The Ministry and Parliament only waited for such 
an opportunity to adjust all differences, and come to the 
most generous terms with us. Like kind indulgent pa- 
rents, they would be glad to receive us, returning prodi- 
gals, with open arms, and to make us happy in the smiles 
of their benign countenances. In the mean time the As- 
sembly was called, the judicious views of this wise, calm, 
prudent, moderate party, prevailed. The turbulent mea- 
sures of the Congress were treated with all the contempt 
of neglect. They carried every point they pleased, and 
managed matters altogether at their own discretion. Peti- 
tions to the King, and memorials to both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, were framed and sent home. One would naturally 
have imagined that, should they fail in this application, 
they would he fully convinced of their error, and cease 
their opposition to the general plan of the Colonies. 

While these petitions were depending, the news arrived 
of the battle of Lexington. An universal uproar was 
raised against the Ministry. It was never imagined they 
would go to such lengths, and draw the sword in support 
of their oppressive schemes. No man could now T pretend 
to extenuate, much less to justify, their conduct. All their 
advocates were to desert them, and join, heart and hand, 
with the rest of their countrymen. Every thing was to be 
harmony and unity, and this Colony was to excel all the 
others in firmness and zeal. This was the common dis- 
course of every tongue ; and, as an evidence of its sincerity, 
an association was cheerfully subscribed, promising com- 
pliance with all the recommendations of the several bodies 
intrusted with the management of publiek affairs. 

I was almost simple enough to credit these deceitful 
appearances, and to believe the men were at last in ear- 
nest ; but I was soon convinced of my error, and that all 
my pleasing hopes were entirely visionary. I discovered 
many signs of a lurking chagrin at the success of the Pro- 
vincials and the defeat of the Regulars. Time gradually 
developed the real motives of their apparent conversion, 
and taught me that it had proceeded more from the panick 
dread of popular fury, than from any sentiments of virtuous 
indignation at the unparalleled injustice and cruelty of our 
enemies. I have had a fresh proof that they have happily 
got the better of all those idle scruples which are so incom- 
modious to mankind in general, and have learned to despise 
the superstitious obligations of honour, religion, and love to 
their country, which they only made use of as unmeaning 
formalities, fitted to deceive the unsuspecting multitude. 

Some time after this tragick event, intelligence arrived 
that the petition from the Assembly had met with the usual 
fate, and had been refused a hearing. The pretence was, 
that it contained a denial of the rights of the Legislature, 
and therefore could not be received. A few. insipid, nau- 
seating expressions of kindness were obligingly bestowed 
by the Premier upon this Colony; and, as an incontestable 
mark of it, we were referred to a resolution of the House, 
the acknowledged design of which, as I have shown in my 
last paper, was to dissolve the union of the Colonies. In 
the first effusions of disappointment, many invectives against 



the Ministry were uttered by their party, and declarations 
similar to those on the former occasion were made, but 
their resentment presently subsided, and they in a little 
time resumed their wonted friendship and veneration. 

The cry now became, that the Assembly went too far 
in denying the right of Parliament to tax the Colonies ; 
they should only have desired a repeal of obnoxious acts 
and redress of grievances. This method would certainly 
have been successful ; for though the Parliament will never 
relinquish their right, they would readily suspend the ex- 
ercise of it forever. A gentleman in London, in a letter 
to his friend in New-York, assures him that this was un- 
doubtedly the case ; and that, had the Assembly prudently 
declined the question of right, every thing would have been 
settled to our wish ! What friend would disbelieve the 
assurance of another? Or who, of any party, would ever 
doubt the veracity of his friend's friend ? But, by the by, 
it ought to have been recollected that it was rather impoli* 
tick and presumptuous in them to give the lie to their great 
luminary and patron, the amiable Lord North, who de- 
clared " that the dispute was now about a solid revenue, 
a full proportion of taxes to the people of Britain, and these 
to be raised according to the final judgment and determi- 
nation of Parliament." 

Not to dwell longer upon so disgustful a theme, I will 
observe, in fine, that this party has, from time to time, 
fluctuated between the most opposite and contradictory 
opinions. It has held that the Parliament intended to 
enslave us, and that it did not intend to enslave us : 
That the duty upon tea was a tax, and that it was not a 
tax : That the Parliament has no right of taxation over 
us, and that it has a right of taxation; but, at the same 
time, no right to exercise that right : That the appoint- 
ment of a Congress was a wise and necessary expedient, 
and that it was an unwise and destructive, one : That 
the Association ought to be supported, and that it ought 
not to be supported. In a word, that the Colonies have 
been much injured and oppressed, and that they have not 
been injured nor oppressed, but are so many nurseries of 
ingratitude, treason, and rebellion ! 

1 fear they have at length fatally settled upon this sandy 
and dishonourable foundation : that, wherever right may 
be, power is on the side of the Parliament; and that, by 
enlisting under their banners, they at least espouse the 
strongest and safest party — disregarding, like true men of 
the world, the inferior considerations of justice and integrity. 

The dread of losing their property by confiscation is a 
principal motive of their persevering attachment to the 
ministerial cause; and is a mean of making new proselytes 
to their party, of those mercenary wretches who, 

Pauperiom metucns, potire motallis 
Libertato caret. 

Here I must bestow the highest commendations on those, 
though few in number, who have nobly disengaged them- 
selves from the society of men whose pernicious principles 
are now become too evident. Uncommon virtue, and 
strength of mind are requisite to throw off the fetters of 
party, and give free operation to truth. I doubt not, as 
they have been once able to disentangle themselves, they 
will proceed steadfastly in the honourable course they have 
begun to run, and will hereafter prove supports, ornaments, 
and blessings to their country. 



COSMOPOLITAN, NO. V. 

To the Inhabitants of the American Colonies. 
Friends and Felloiv- Citizens: 

In many instances we insensibly glide into error, judging 
by the force of habits and the association of ideas. Having 
once investigated the relation subsisting between objects, 
and apprehended the consequences resulting from that 
relation, in some early period, we seldom trace subsequent 
propositions, which are the subjects of our disquisitions, to 
first principles or evident matters of fact. We are too apt 
to avoid the pain and labour of a tedious thorough scrutiny, 
to rest satisfied upon former determinations, although their 
grounds are continually variating, and circumstances so 
changed as to reverse inferences of earlier times. It is 
natural to the mind, in her pursuits, to acquiesce, so soon 
as she perceives a deduction from some presumed or com- 
monly received truth ; not adverting to the argument in 
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the intermediate stages, or scanning the evidence in the 
progress, she takes the shortest way to a decision, and 
substitutes habitual presumptions in the room of proof and 
conviction. This is safe and convenient in reasoning upon 
permanent ideas and the immutabilities of nature ; but 
things that are constantly fluctuating demand a different 
procedure. The relation between different communities 
is incessantly variating, touching their numbers, power, and 
riches. One may be labouring under the weight of her 
own greatness, while the other is but beginning to exist ; 
the latter in many respects may, from natural causes, equal 
the former in her progress, and even surpass, unconscious 
of her own strength. There is, perhaps, no instance where 
these principles have more fallaciously operated, than in 
comparing the combined strength of the United Colonies 
with that which Britain is capable of exerting against 
them, She is called, by a figure of speech, the Parent 
State. This_ family term has innocently betrayed many 
into that groundless opinion, that she possessed parental 
authority, and could with as much ease chastise and force 
submissions from the Colonies, as the parent of a family 
corrects and governs his feeble offspring. Hence it is that 
expressions borrowed from the domestick economy have 
been so often prostituted to a political purpose. 

We can all recollect, and I am sure discernment and 
sensibility must blush for them, persons unmeaningly and 
ridiculously arguing themselves into a belief of falsehood, 
from the mere force of names. Say they: "Can a child 
oppose the power of the parent? Has not she a right to 
govern at pleasure, and by her corrections cure it of its 
frowardness, and reduce it to a sense of duty and filial obe- 
dience? Shall a child complain of a smart inflicted for its 
good ? or is it possible for the parent not to have the interest 
of its own likeness near at heart?'' The truth is, the ex- 
pression only marks our reciprocal relations in point of 
time and circumstances, not right of authority and supe- 
riority of strength. The present aggregate collection of 
British inhabitants did not give being to the Americans, or 
afford them any degree of support. The blood that cir- 
culates through our veins flowed from the same fountain 
with theirs, only with greater purity. They claimed the 
rights of primogeniture; these they enjoyed. They pos- 
sessed the splendid inheritance of our common ancestors, 
while, like younger sons, we became adventurers abrpad in 
a distant country. In. our infantile indigency and impotent 
minority, we looked with admiration on the comparative 
greatness_and_stiength of our elder brothers. At this pe- 
riod were those habits generated, and language formed, that 
are handed down to the present day. So great is the force 
of custom, that it is scarcely possible now, at first blush, to 
feel ourselves in any degree equal to those which were once 
so much our superiors; as a son or a pupil seldom loses, 
even in manhood, those impressions of inferiority which he 
received under the culture of his parent, or instruction of 
his master. This is all fallacy, and leads to delusion. But 
if any one still insists that America is the child, she is cer- 
tainly a sturdy, large-boned one, well-proportioned in all 
its parts, in the bloom of vigour and health, who has lost 
its natural mother, and has both "right and ability to re- 
nounce an old, stern, encroaching step-dame, not, indeed, 
worn out by age, but greatly impaired with the refinements 
of luxury and the arts of debauchery ; a dame who, for 
the sake of proging for her spurious Scottish connexions, 
chooses to quarrel with the genuine heirs. Refusing the 
indelicate milk, and weaned from the breast of parental 
luxuries, we shall soon ripen into manhood. Let us con- 
template the sources of our sufficiency, hug to the bosom 
and explore the bowels of our own Country, learn our 
strength, and the arts of improving it. 

It is necessary, in all examinations, to divest ourselves 
of all prejudices, to dismiss from our breast every prepos- 
session, to attend to realities, scan the arguments, and de- 
termine upon the stubborn evidence of facts. The strength 
of a country, as remarked in my last, arises from the joint 
concurrence of numbers, of riches considered as the inter- 
nal resources of war, of situation, and the temper and spirit 
of its inhabitants. America, considered in this four-fold 
point of view, swells tp an amazing, an inconceivable pitch 
of greatness. No country under heaven can reach her 
height, or compare with her wide expansions. The plant- 
er, the farmer, the manufacturer, and the mecbanick, with 



their dependencies, make up the principal part of those 
three million inhabitants of the British Colonies. 

These are the sinews, the safety and ornament of a 
country in the day of invasion, being formed to fatigue, and 
having their nerves strung by hardy industry. It is said 
that a fifth part of the three millions, at a modest compu- 
tation, is capable of joining the train-bands, and bearing 
arms in defence of the rights of their Country. This gives 
us a muster-roll of six hundred thousand fighting men, all 
from their childhood allowed the use and skilled in the 
exercise of the gun, the spade, and the pick-axe ; many 
thousands of whom have been wont to traverse the seas, 
tb crowd the sail, and ply the oar. Can the mother, as 
she is called, marshal so many belligerent sons attached to 
her cause ? Is it possible numbers should be wanting from 
this multitude to recruit our armies, and man our ships and 
lesser craft ? Can Britain, with her utmost force destinable 
to America, of twenty, or five and twenty thousand, cope 
with six, some say eight or twelve hundred thousand de- 
termined and well-regulated militia ? Can she preserve 
her conquest against that increasing torrent of population, 
which, in the course of half a century, will give us double 
her numbers? Has not the skill and experience, acquired 
in the last war, given us Generals and commanders equal 
to any service, capable of any achievements ? Will not the 
present martial school, which has already advanced us cen- 
turies in the military art, which has made the soldier of the 
citizen, called the husbandman from his farm, conveyed the 
knowledge of war to the inhabitant of the village and the 
cottager of the mountain, which has made the children of 
the streets, with a semblance of a war, emulate in mea- 
suring their steps to the fife and the drum — I say, will not 
such amazing ardour and application leave to posterity the 
character of a General, that shall equal if not obscure the 
names of a Marlborough or a Wolfe 1 

Our numbers do not end here. A large catalogue of 
virtuous matrons, useful wives, industrious daughters, and 
active sons, follow in the train, and plead for a part in the 
merits of the day. These, by manufacturing, providing, 
supplying, and even cultivating, render essential services, 
and form a numerous band of useful auxiliaries. These 
will all, immediately or indirectly, contribute something to 
support the endangered goddess, to sustain the temple of 
liberty, to strengthen the great eagle's nest, for the struc- 
ture of which all animals are said to furnish some rough 
materials. Is there any deduction to be made? Will a 
small, doubting, discontented, and disaffected party lessen 
the account? Can their numbers ever deserve mention- 
ing, unless it is to mark their insignificancy, and our own 
importance and unanimity ? Will they balance, in the com- 
parison, those zealous votaries and enterprising characters 
that, from foreign parts, will be constantly flocking to Ame- 
rica, as an asylum from persecution and oppression, or re- 
pairing to our standard to assist in displaying the banners 
of justice, liberty, and truth ? Has not the accession of a 
Lee already more than cancelled their whole importance? 

The riches of a country, considered as the resources of 
war, do not necessarily or immediately consist in gold or 
in diamonds. These have neither intrinsick worth or di- 
rect utility. An army can neither be fed upon diamonds, 
clothed with gold, or fight with powder made of silver; 
they may be the medium of exchange, the means of pro- 
curing to a destitute country the implements for fightin^ 
and the necessaries for war. Where these abound, the 
country is rich, and a paper currency is equal to the mines 
of Peru; where they are wanting, all the treasures of the 
east would be but glittering poverty. An ample supply, 
and independent resources of food to eat, and raiment to 
put on, of lumber and cordage, of powder and ball, of guns 
and spears, with courage to wield them, is martial opu- 
lence. Mountains of gold can produce no more, and, where 
these abound, mountains of gold are mountains of dross. 
If America then yields such a produce, she has in herself, 
touching a war, the stamina of exhaustless wealth. On this 
question we are not left to wander in the dark regions of 
uncertain conjecture, or to traverse territories unexplored. 
The effects and produce of present improvements demon- 
strate its certainty. Taking past experience and known 
examples for our guide, let us examine it a little in detail. 
Standing on this ground, without divination, we may ex- 
tend our knowledge into futurities. It is presumed that the 
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omnipotence of Parliament will never be able to arrest the 
sun in her course, subvert the order of nature, alter the 
charter of Heaven, or interdict vegetation. If, then, we 
may judge of the future from what we have experienced, 
that annual produce that has sustained the Continent the 
last, may do the same for the present, or any year yet to 
come, with an increase only in proportion to the increase 
of its inhabitants. We shall also have in reserve that vast 
quantity exported to the West-Indies, and to a number of 
other ports. Surely, if we could feed ourselves, and so 
many of our hungry neighbours, in a time of luxury and 
extravagancy, we can do the former in a time when every 
individual is roused to industry, and piqued to economy. 
The army that heretofore have been garrisoned in our 
Towns, and the navy that have invested our coast, were 
likewise supplied from our stalls and our granaries. These 
drains being hedged up by bulwarks and intrenchments, 
must make provisions flow back upon our hands in an un- 
common surplusage. No country has less to fear on this 
score than ourselves, notwithstanding the chimerical idea 
of some, of starving us into submission. I appeal to facts, 
to daily observations. The interior parts of the Continent 
are like one capacious store-house, immensely furnished 
with every necessary, or like a living fountain constantly 
flowing. From this source we see our capital roads alive 
with passing droves and labouring teams. By these means 
supplies at our camps are become much more ample than 
their wants, and the farmer is unable to vend his market- 
ing. His complaints will probably increase. Those sub- 
duers of the wood who have received their nourishment 
from the older improvements, who, by selling the hemlock 
and cutting the shrub, have been annually planting Towns 
in the wilderness, and threatening to reach the Pacifick 
Ocean by their extended settlements, will, for the future, 
supply others. We shall see their fields rejoicing with 
wheat, and their hills skipping with flocks and with herds. 
The article of clothing may be an acquisition of more, 
but not of lasting difficulty. Our wants will perfect the 
arts of supplying. Necessity will lead to inventions, and 
drive to exertions. The skill of producing the raw mate- 
rials is continually improving ; with this skill the knowledge 
of manufacturing keeps equal pace, and both are hastening 
to the zenith. Nothing can be wanting but application and 
assiduity. Wool and flax may be made to abound. The 
produce of the several climates is various. One part of 
our Country is adapted for grazing and the raising of sheep ; 
others are famed for different productions. Flax, if pro- 
perly managed, may generally grow in every climate. It 
may be annually increased to any degree, and wool, like- 
wise, in an amazing proportion. The manufacturing of 
saltpetre at length wears a promising aspect. In different 
parts, attempts are making with various success. In the 
school of experience we may soon acquire the needed skill. 
Like the electrick fluid, it exists in almost every subject. 
The plain, diligent, persevering hand is all that is requi- 
site. The fingers of the fair may even assist in the busi- 
ness. Materials at large, for every expedient, are the 
common produce for each particular Province, either for 
ammunition, guns, fortresses, and potent ships of war. The 
one and the other, and all of these are now in making. 
The Colony of the Massachusetts alone, as appears by a 
representation to the Lords of Trade, have furnished five 
hundred sail of ships, and employed near as many thousand 
sailors. The other Colonies have done in the same pro- 
portion. A Country that could do this for the increase of 
its opulence, can do something effectual for the defence of 
its maritime borders. 

The millions that were remitted for trinkets and super- 
fluities will now cease. The stoppage of those silver and 
golden streams that have been, like the vulture upon the 
entrails of our Country ,"consuming its vitals, will now have 
an opposite effect, and increase the fund of our riches. 
This alone will almost carry us triumphant through the 
expenses of the day. 

Wide is the difference between assaulting and being as- 
saulted, and this in some proportion to the distance of the 
invading power from the invaded. The question is not 
whether we are able to conquer Great Britain, as has been 
sometimes asked, nor whether we are competent to the 
levying of troops equal to their transportation, and capable 
of carrying the war home to her own doors, or able to 



maintain a conflict, and furnish resources in her very bow- 
els, sufficient for her conquest. Suppose us increased to 
any given number, I hold we are totally unequal to the 
task. The only question is, whether we are equal to a de- 
fence against such a very remote assailant. 1 assert that 
we are ; and nothing but the curse of cowardice In us, or the 
power of miracles in them, can ever yield them the laurels 
of victory. 

The strength of the invaded depends much upon the 
situation and nature of the country they are in possession 
of. Nature sometimes not only supplies the place of art, 
but greatly exceeds and even baffles its most laboured 
efforts. Of all countries, America is the worst calculated 
for a subjugation by foreign force, and the best adapted for 
its own defence. Did she, with Roman intrepidity, know 
her internal strength, she might bid defiance to the con- 
joined efforts of all Europe. To elude the force of pre- 
judice and habitual influences, which are too apt to sway 
the mind, let the reader paint to himself Great Britain, 
stripped of all resources from the Colonies, maimed and 
crippled as she is. Let him view her as described in my 
last number, sinking under the enormous sum of an hun- 
dred and forty-two millions sterling, with an acquired fatali- 
ty of taking the worst method to every end, and using the 
most expensive means for the accomplishment of every 
purpose. Let him paint the merchant, the manufacturer, 
the mechanick, and the labourer, murmuring for business, 
loaded with taxes, and distressed for bread. Let him paint, 
in lively sensations, her internal convulsions and vital con- 
tortions, with the capital of the Kingdom in determined 
opposition to the supremacy of Government. Let him 
paint, but in modest colours, the rendings of parties and the 
clashings of debate, from the influence of the idols of the 
people — a Pitt, a Camden, a Burke, a Barre, a WiTkts, 
and others, the political heroes of the day. A Pitt, who 
has pawned his understanding and pledged his reputation 
for the success of America. A Burke, who has vowed by 
all that is great and tremendous, by all that is dear to him, 
both here and hereafter, if he can be properly supported by 
the people, to bring the planners of the present measures 
to merited punishment. Let him paint Ireland as she is, 
and France and Spain as they may be. Let liim still go 
on painting other objects, too many to be enumerated, that 
must and will influence. Then let him pause, and, by the 
force of imagination, conjure up from the midst of the sea 
a new world, a large rugged Continent, above an hundred 
times as big as the Island of Great Britain, and a thou- 
sand leagues distant from her, with a coast extending from 
north to south more than three thousand miles along the 
Atlantick, with an infinite variety of ports, natural har- 
bours, and capacious bays. Let him suppose this ideal 
Continent stretching itself back thousands of miles west- 
ward, with a continued irregularity of mountains, rivers, 
valleys, and hills, together with an uninterrupted spread of 
forts, retrenchments, moats, ramparts, bastions, parapets, 
guards, counter-guards, covert-ways, and other lines of de- 
fence, no matter whether natural or artificial. Let him sup- 
pose three millions of people to cover the face of this for- 
tified territory, and in the domestick possession of those 
natural bulwarks. Suppose ten or twelve hundred thou- 
sand of these inhabitants to be trained to arms, to have 
anticipated an invasion, to have taken their posts, and to 
be prepared for a defence, with resources and barracks on 
the spot. Suppose them united in one object, directed by 
prudence, animated by zeal, and regulatedby the wisest of 
men — a Continental Congress. Suppose a well-organized 
and disciplined army of twenty, thirty, fifty, or an hundred 
thousand, as the occasion may be, intrenched on the fron- 
tiers as guards in advance, with experienced leaders in com- 
mand, and ordnance for use, to prevent a pervasion of the 
country. Let him suppose a main body of eight or ten 
hundred thousand in reserve, to be in possession of the inte- 
rior works, and fully competent, in conjunction with others, 
for the raising provisions, and the purposes of husbandry, 
tillage, and manufacturing. In such a situation, let the 
reader give further loose to the extravagance of imagina- 
tion, and suppose some one inhabitant of Great Britain, 
perhaps a Minister of State, romantickly mad enough to 
project the conquest of such a country, the blockade of all 
her harbours, and the destruction of all her trade. Let him 
still wander in the regions of fancy, and suppose Great 
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Britain, which, to give the argument its utmost force, he 
may call the Parent State, infatuated by the magnificence 
of her empty pomp, and mistaking the size of her sickly 
corpulence for vigorous strength, should rashly attempt the 
daring enterprise. Let him suppose her ships destined to 
guard those numerous ports, commodious for trade, lo dis- 
charge their broadsides at boards and brickbats, to starve 
to submissions, and to hedge in commerce from the whole 
globe. Let him further suppose, and in sober seriousness 
if possible, her sending her hackneyed troops in partial 
drizzlings, from a peace establishment, by companies and 
regiments, to the amount of ten, fifteen, twenty, or it may 
be thirty thousand, with orders to pervade and traverse the 
Continent, compel subjections, secure the conquest, and to 
inflict on opposers the punishment due lo treason and re- 
bellion. 1 say, in such a supposed case, would not Ameri- 
cans, as indifferent spectators, view such operations as fran- 
tick, weak, and impracticable ? ; Would they hesitate in 
pronouncing the man who projected it a subject for bedlam, 
the nation who adopted it strangely bewildered and con- 
signed to destruction, and the tools who were to execute it 
prisoners of war and victims for slaughter? or the people of 
the Continent little pigmies, food for cranes, or great pol- 
troons, fit only for slaves and vassals ? Otherwise, Could 
success possibly attend them, or conquest ultimately await 
them ? Let the inhabitants of such a Continent only se- 
cure their own locks, their natural advantages, and they 
could break to pieces the brittle lines of a marching camp. 
The perfidious Philistines could never bind them, nor the 
soft persuasions of the treacherous Delilahs in their own 
bosoms long deceive them. Britain, in the attempt, might 
possibly be crushed beneath the falling weight of her mas- 
sy pillars, with her lords and her nobles ; but the Continent 
vvoukLsurvive the shock unhurt. 

That the above is justly descriptive of the American 
situation, however astonishing to the unthinking and timor- 
ous, is certainly true. Her numerous harbours, framed by 
nature and improved by art, can never be blocked up by 
a'JBViftsX'navy. Our own fleets may soon be their equal 
niat.ch.,.„QujLjrade, which is a jewel, a precious prize that 
every commercial State must wish to acquire, cannot long 
be much obstructed by cutters and tenders. It may rather 
command respect. The alliances and the fleets of every 
power in Europe, the British ships may, for a time, harass, 
plague, injure, and distress, hat America must, at last, rise 
superior to all her arts to deceive and exertions to subdue ; 
and the day which crowns our liberty, if obtained by the 
point of Uje sword, must seal Britain's melancholy doom 
to an'eterna] duration^ These prostituted maidens. of the 
sea may sputter and spit their fiery venom on the borders 
of the ocean ; they cannot, like the Trojan horse, enter 
our inland Towns, and from their bellies pour out armed 
battalions. Possibly we must abandon some of our com- 
mereiaJLCities to their relentless rage, and invite our retir- 
ing friends to exchange the benefits of commerce for the 
tillage of the earth, and to embrace in its stead the bosom 
of cultivation, until innocency and liberty shall rise su- 
premely triumphant, and the tide of ministerial corruption 
cease to flow. 

An army of twenty thousand may undoubtedly secure 
themselves on islands and peninsulas, by intrenchments, 
ships, and .batteries, both floating and permanent. They can- 
not force American lines defended by numbers, resolution, 
and bravery. But admitting they should, and attempt to 
penetrate the country, fortified as it is by a continued suc- 
cession of hills, valleys, rocks, swamps, rivers, fences, walls, 
trees, and. woods, which are so many natural ramparts, 
breastworks, and redoubts ; these will constantly defend 
our militia from the fire of the enemy, and as constantly 
embarrass and impede their march, tied up as they are to 
the regular pomp and trappings of war. Such a wild pro- 
fusion of rustick intrenchments, as are the appendages of 
every farm, pass, and road, are commodious for sallies, re- 
treats, and seasonable succours. They are the revival of 
antiquity, the defences of the ancient warriors of the world, 
which consisted in fences made of the trunks and the 
branches of trees, of unformed heaps of earth, and walls 
of stone. Behind these they secured themselves against 
the attack of their foes, and used their own weapons with 
security and success. Regular invaders must penetrate 
such a country with prodigious loss, being incessantly ex- 



posed to a surrounding fire of concealed promiscuous de- 
tachments, parties that are flanking, and formidable bodies in 
their front and their rear. Being constantly dogged, galled, 
and annoyed, they must be frequently decoyed or drove 
into ambuscades, until they are enfeebled and wasted away. 
In the beautiful phraseology of the Eastern dialect, "The 
stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the 
timber shall answer it. Wo lo him that buildeth a Town 
with blood, and estahlisheth a City by iniquity ! Behold, 
is it not of the Lord of Hosts that the people shall labour 
in the very fire, and weary themselves for very vanity?" 
Habalikuk, chap, ii, v. 11. Surely ruin must await them 
from every quarter, and destruction spring out of every 
corner. In the arts of the bush, and a skirmishing fight, 
we stand unrivalled. As is said of the natives, we may 
approach like the fox, fly like the bird, and fight like the 
Numidian wolf or Getulian lion. 

Let us again put probability upon the rack, and suppose 
their forces augmented to a number sufficient for traversing 
the Continent, with destruction stalking by their side, rav- 
aging, wasting, and destroying as they march. Can they 
garrison the places through which they pass, and occupy 
a progress of eighteen hundred miles? Can they stretch, 
in their advances, from the North to the South, and sweep, 
by their ranks, from the Atlantick to the seas of the West? 
Will not the Americans, wronged and insulted, oppressed 
and plundered as they are, fill in after them, start up in 
every corner, hill, and valley, and gather fresh strength 
from increased opposition? Having inarched from one end 
of the Continent to the other, from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, 
and from Georgia lo Nova-Scotia, the same route will still 
remain. Like a vibrating pendulum, in the open air, they 
will leave no traces o( a conquest behind them. The annual 
increase of sixty thousand will more than supply the posts 
of our slain; and industry, frugality, and economy, will fully 
compensate their ravages and depredations; and, as our 
resources are permanent and internal, we can endure the 
struggle for ages. To give them the least prospect of a 
conquest, they should have potent armies at once operating 
in an hundred different places, which is, happily, out of 
their power. This is no theoretical fiction ; it is founded 
on recent experience, and the sagacious policy of one of 
the brightest luminaries of the age, Pitt, (whose praises are 
with all nations, and will be resounded to latest ages,) in 
the last war, being sensible that a single effort, carried on 
against the extended territory of the single Province of 
Canada, could never bring the enemy to a subjection. He 
therefore planned his measures to attack the French in 
several different parts at the same time, in all their places 
of strength. Accordingly expeditions went on. General 
Amherst, with a body of twelve thousand men, was to 
attack Crown Point; General Wolfe was at the opposite 
quarter, to enter the River iSV, Lawrence, and undertake 
the siege of Queued;, the capital of the French-American 
Dominions ; while General Prideaux and Sir William 
Johnson were to attempt a fort near the cataract of Nia- 
gara, &,c, &c. 

Much has been said, more might be said, on the spirit 
and temper of the Americans ; we might minutely trace it, 
in its causes, qualities, and consequences. But, in tender- 
ness to the patience of the reader, I must deny myself the 
pleasure of expatiating on this copious and animating sub- 
ject. Suffice it to say, that the mind of the American has 
been gradually forming to its present tenor. By a con- 
stant succession of innovated oppressions and innovating 
measures, he has been roused to reflection. By one com- 
plex idea, he has connected liberty, rcligiotf, and happi- 
ness, in one mutual and indissoluble bond. He has seen 
wit!) a forbearing spirit the one and the other of these 
repeatedly struck at by usurpation and corruption. In- 
creasing oppressions, which have made his blood occasion- 
ally swell high in his veins, have at length hardened doubt 
into a determined resolution. He has traced ministerial 
manoeuvres, in all their various windings and future con- 
sequences; he could see nothing but the horrors of servi- 
tude attendant on a resignation. The pitiful exertions of 
the Court, when seated as judge in its own case; de- 
nouncing destruction to this and the neighbouring Colonies, 
by the Port, Regulating, Murder, and Fish Bills, filled his 
heart to its full dimensions. While, from musing on these 
things, the sacred fire burnt within, the battle of Lexington 
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caused it to burst, and, like a conflagration, to spread over 
the whole Continent, not in sudden flashes, but in a con- 
stant, fervent, inextinguishable glow, such as every genu- 
ine lover of his Country feels animating and warming his 
own breast. It has now a fixed predominancy; nor is 
there danger of a decline from inconstancy of make. It 
is interwoven with his constitution, improved by education, 
enlivened by religion, confirmed by habits, and increased 
by every motive that can play on the human heart. It is 
therefore solid and inflexible. This ought to inspire mu- 
tual confidence, mutual affection, and joint vigorous exer- 
tions in the common cause. 

Having in a general way collected the materials, and 
delineated the power of Great Britain and America re- 
specting the present dispute, resulting from the conjoined 
forces of the numbers, riches, situation, and temper of each 
contending State, and placed them in a contrasting point 
of view, let the reader recollect the whole of my two last 
numbers. Fixing the contents fairly in his mind, let him 
examine if the description is in substance true ; then let 
him compare his ideas, and see which is the strongest, con- 
sidering the one as invading, the other defending. The 
conclusion may be certain, and the process the same as 
determining mathematical propositions. Measuring on this 
scale, I have determined for myself; and I dare to pro- 
phesy, and for its accomplishment I dare to risk my all, 
that if the Americans are virtuous, resolute, and brave, it 
is not all the ships, armies, guns, and bayonets, that Great 
Britain Can send, can conquer our spirits and subdue our 
Country. She might as well storm the planets by kites, 
or conflict with sky-rockets the thunderbolts of Heaven. 



AN ADDRESS TO THE SOLDIERS OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY 
WHO_.ARE_NOW.IN ARMS AGAINST THE LAWS OF THEIR 
C OUNTRY. 

My Fellow-Citizens : 

You have been addressed by the General Officers of the 
Continental Army as fellow-soldiers, and with that insinu- 
ating art which was designed to move your passions. I 
would not draw your attention from it, provided you will 
devote your cooler moments to a dispassionate considera- 
tion of its subject-matter. 

Suffer me, .on my part, to address you as fellow-citizens, 
for I cannot have such dishonourable thoughts of you as to 
suppose, that when you put on the soldier, that you then 
put off the citizen. Citizens most of you were; you enjoyed 
the comforts of.domes.tick life'; you lately followed your 
different occupations, and reaped the profits of a quiet and 
peaceable industry ; and I hope in God that you may yet 
do it, without any disturbance to your innocent wives and 
children. But, in the late courses of your lives, you must 
not only have given great uneasinesses to your families, but 
I dare to say that all of you were not quite free from uneasi- 
ness in your own minds. I know, my dear countrymen, 
that many of you have been drove to take up arms against 
your Sovereign, and the laws of the happiest Constitution 
that ever human beings were blessed with — some through 
the necessities incident to human nature, and others by that 
compulsion which the malevolent and ambitious arts of 
your leaders have made necessary to deceive you with, in 
order to screen themselves from that vengeance which the 
injured laws of society had devoted them to. Many a tear 
of pity have I dropped for you and for the fate of my 
Country, and many more tears I fear that I shall be forced 
to shed for that wrath which awaits you from an offended 
Heaven and an injured Government. Many of your asso- 
ciates have already quitted the field of battle, to appear 
before that solemn tribunal where the plea of the united 
force of all the Colonies will be of no avail to bribe the 
judgment or avert the sentence of an offended Deity. Some 
of them, in the agonies of death, sent messages to their 
friends to forbear proceeding any further, for they now 
found themselves in the wrong ; others have repeatedly 
said, that an ambition of appearing something considerable, 
and that only, led them into rebellion ; and the unhappy 
leader in the fatal action at Charlestown, who, from ambi- 
tion only, had raised himself from a bare-legged milk boy 
to a Major-General of the Army, although the fatal ball 
gave him not a moment for reflection, yet had said, in his 

Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 1 



lifetime, that he was determined to mount over the heads 
of his coadjutors, and get to the last round of the ladder, or 
die in the attempt. Unhappy man ! his fate arrested him 
in his career, and he can now tell whether pride and am- 
bition are pillars strong enough to support the tottering 
fabrick of rebellion. 

But, not to divert you from an attention to the address 
of your officers, I would rather wish you to weigh it with 
exactness; and, after you have so done, if you then should 
think that it is better to trample upon the laws of the mild- 
est Government upon earth, and throw off your allegiance 
to the most humane Sovereign that ever swayed a sceptre, 
and submit to a tyranny uncontrolled either by the laws of 
God or man, then blame none but yourselves, if the con- 
sequences should be fatally bad to you and to your fami- 
lies. 

Your officers, my countrymen, have taken great pains 
to sooth and flatter you, that you may not quit your posts, 
and forsake them, until they have accomplished their am- 
bitious and desperate schemes. Your leaders know that 
they have plunged themselves into the bowels of the most 
wanton and unnatural rebellion that ever existed ; they 
think, that by engaging numbers to partake in their guilt, 
that they shall appear formidable ; and that, by so numer- 
ous an appearance, the hand of justice will not dare to 
arrest them. Some of you know that this argument hath 
been frequently urged ; but you must know that much su- 
perior powers than this Continent can boast of have been 
conquered by that Government which you are now at war 
with. 

Your officers tell you that they have reduced the Regi- 
ments from thirty-eight to twenty-six, and assign, as a rea- 
son, that " many officers, from a puny habit of body, found 
themselves incapable of fulfilling the duty of their station, 
have been obliged to absent themselves from their posts, 
and consequently the duty has fallen very heavily upon 
those who remained." Whether this is a true reason or not, 
some of you can tell. Be it so or not, why then not ap- 
point others? Are none of you fit for officers, but those 
who absented themselves from their posts? You generally 
took up arms about the same time, and I dare to say that 
many of you were as well qualified for commissions as 
those who left their posts. 

Another reason they sooth you with for disbanding twelve 
Regiments is, that the vast expense attending the mainte- 
nance of so many Regiments might have disabled the 
Continent from persevering in its resolution of defending 
their liberties, if the contest should be of any continuance. 
Surely, my countrymen, you cannot be deluded with such 
trifling pleas. Can this Continent, which undertakes to 
carry on a war with the power of Great Britain, be alarm- 
ed at a few millions of dollars ? Their resources are bound- 
less ; the issuing of paper money is easily accomplished, 
and, while you can be compelled to take it, the Continent 
can never be disabled from persevering in its resolutions. 
Unhappily for them, they have discovered to you what 
will be much for your interest to know, viz: that the vast 
expense of this civil war will be a burden too heavy for 
the shoulders of you or your posterity to bear. Consider 
that already three millions of dollars have been emitted in 
paper, and that four hundred and thirty-four thousand 
dollars, equal to nine hundred and seventy-six thousand 
pounds, old tenor, is assessed on the Province of the 
Massachusetts-Bay, to redeem their part ; and how much 
more must be raised, to carry on this unnatural war, which 
was commenced to gratify the pride and desperation of 
many of your leaders, time alone will discover. You 
have just entered the lists, but there is much yet to be 
done ; to finish the mighty independent empire which 
they have planned for you, demands such resources as it 
will require one century to sponge away. Most of you 
have groaned under a tax of about two or three hundred 
thousand pounds, old tenor; but when millions are thrown 
into the scale, they will press you down, never to rise 
more. 

Your officers tell you that men who are possessed of a 
vivacity of disposition, though brave, and in all other re- 
spects unexceptionable, are totally unfit for service. This 
is a new doctrine, advanced to make good officers and 
soldiers ; it is a mystery, which I leave to that dullness 
10 
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and stupidity which your officers have complimented you 
with to unravel. The meaning of it you are best acquaint- 
ed with ; but it puts me in mind of what I have heard from 
the mouth of an arch traitor, who was disappointed in his 
expectations of the promotion of his near relation, viz : 
that the people were a set of d — d stupid asses, and were 
fit only to be drove. 

You are further told, that the present campaign is far 
from an hard one. How hard you have worked, and how 
much duty you have done, you yourselves can tell best. 
Many, who have seen your labours, have thought them 
great ; and I am much inclined to believe that you have 
gone through some difficulty, especially wheu your officers, 
having forgot the popularity of this harangue, almost in the 
next breath tell you that the post you at present occupy 
was fortified and secured by infinite labour. It is an old 
and just maxim, my countrymen, that deceivers ought to 
have good memories. 

You_are_next_addressed, in the invariable style, for years 
past, of newspapers and popular harangues, with the abuses 
of Ministers and Generals. This may keep up your spirits, 
for aught I know. Town-meeting oratory, I know, has 
frequently had this effect, till the spirit of it was evapora- 
ted, and then it flattened so as to be quite insipid. They 
boast much of the attachment of Nova-Scotia and Canada 
to what they call your interest, as well as of the rest qf the 
Continent. I give you one word of advice ; and as it is 
from a book which it is said you are fighting for, so I sup- 
pose that you will not totally diregard it. It is this : " Let 
not him that putteth on the harness boast as he that put- 
teth it off." But, as to the success of union which you 
have met with, the same book says, that rebellion is as the 
sin of witchcraft. It is so, my countrymen, in a double 
sense ; for, in the first place, no person but one who was 
bewitched would run the risk of engaging in a rebellion ; 
and in the next place, which is the true meaning of the 
words, as witchcraft is renouncing the authority of God 
Almighty, and_ applying to the Devil, so rebellion is with- 
drawing allegiance from a lawful Sovereign, overturning 
liis laws and Government, and joining with a power inimi- 
caLto him. 

You are also told,' that as the Southern Provinces have 
ever placed the greatest confidence in your zeal and valour, 
they did not think it necessary to raise any bodies in the 
other Provinces for this particular service. Do you believe, 
my countrymen^ that any of the Massachusetts officers 
were con cerned m d rawing this address to you? If so, be- 
ware, of them.iejgj:e, j it js too late. I will not believe it; 
it surely must be drawn by some of your foreign officers, 
whom, you have disgraced yourselves by suffering them to 
command you, when you had men of your own Province, 
who vverejiHeast^equa) to them, and who would have more 
naturally cared lor you ; but you may have felt the ill con- 
sequence of it ere now, and it may be too late for redress. 
The true English of it runs thus : the Massachusetts have 
a difjxTent inteiest^. from the rest of the Continent; they 
ate a set of braye T , hardy dogs, and are always encroach- 
ing upon their neighbours, and ought to be humbled ; and 
when we have., established our independency, we shall 
1,av i c m , u £ lj ,A°.J e JV'., fr 0m tnem - Ij et us therefore make 
them, the mercenaries. They will sacrifice every thing for 
money ; wo can "pay them in paper, which they are so fond 
of By engaging them for soldiers, they will get knocked 
in the i head^iheir wives and children will be ruined, and 
when we have established our Empire we shall have noth- 
ing to fear from them; they will become an easy prey to 
the rest of the Provinces, and we can parcel them out 
among us as we may think proper. 

The remain,der„of your officers' address to you, I leave 
to your own remarks. It is so full of compliment and 
flattery, in order to catch your passions, that 1 cannot help 
bluslnng for you ; and if yog are caught by it, I shall then 
pity you, and you will blush for yourselves. 

That you may not plead ignorance, in justification of 
yourselves, in case the fate of war should be against you, I 
wi|) . no_w Letyou into the origin and progress of the publick 
disprgjrs wJiich, for many years past, have sickened the state 
of this Province, and at last hath terminated in a most un- 
natural and. ungrateful, rebellion. I am persuaded, my 
countrymen, that you are ignorant of the true rise of your 
disorders ; the aim of your leaders hath been to keep you 



in ignorance ; they knew that your ignorance was their 
protection. Had you known their views, you would not 
only have spurned at the thought of overturning the Con- 
stitution, but I venture to say that some of you would have 
dragged them to the bar of justice, there to have received 
that punishment which now awaits them, and I wish that 
you yourselves may not be involved in, as partakers in their 
crimes. The history runs thus, and every page of it is 
capable of ample proof. 

Know then, for many years past this Province hath been 
deeply immersed in the smuggling business. Perhaps some 
of you are ignorant, though I am sure all of you are not, 
of the meaning of smuggling business. I will tell you what 
it means: it is an importation of goods contrary to the laws 
of the society to which we belong ; it is a defrauding the 
King of those dues which the law hath granted to him ; 
which fraud is equal in criminality to the injuring of a pri- 
vate person ; it is a violation of the laws of Christianity, 
and .... ruining our neighbours ; in short, when it ... . 
engaged in, it naturally tends, by degrees, to the effacing 
every sentiment of virtue. This is a description of the 
smuggling business, and it is here where I fix the sudden 
rise of the present rebellion. 

In order to evade those laws against unlawful trade, 
those who were concerned in it exerted themselves to de- 
feat them. Unluckily for the Government, at that junc- 
ture, a person who had a long while been hunting after 
preferment was disappointed of his game ; on which a 
friend of his, who was versed in the law, vowed revenge, 
but swore that he would see the Province in a flame, if he 
died in the attempt. He fulfilled his oath, and burnt his 
fingers to such a degree that he hath irrecoverably lost the 
use of them. Remember, my countrymen, that there is 
one sort of flame that consumes not only a man's property, 
but also a man's understanding, and ruins very often his 
posterity also. This man's adroitness in law was thought 
necessary to be engaged in the cause of defeating acts of 
Parliament. He was engaged, and he had shrewdness 
enough to start a thought which, artfully pursued, hath 
generally its expected effect in all popular commotions ; 
he said that it was necessary to enlist a black Regiment in 
their service; the bait was snapped at; and many Minis- 
ters of the Gospel too, too many for the honour of the 
Christian religion, joined in the cry. The press then 
roared out its libels; the sacred desk, which ought to have 
been devoted to the doctrines and precepts of the Prince 
of Peace, rang its changes on Government, and sounded 
the trumpet of sedition and rebellion. Boys who had just 
thrown away their satchels, and who could scarcely read 
English, mounted the pulpit, and ventured to decide on 
matters which had puzzled the sages of the law. Nay, 
they could not be contented to decide controversies of law 
in their harangues to their audience, but must show their 
parts in their solemn addresses to the Supreme Being, tell- 
ing him who had been guilty of murder where the law 
had pronounced the supposed crime to be only self-de- 
fence ; and some of them even debased the sacred charac- 
ter, by setting on the rabble in the publick street to insult 
a . person who was obnoxious to the leaders of the mob. 
At the same time a notorious defaulter, who bad pocketed 
a large sum of the publick moneys, in order to screen him- 
self, took it into his head to mouth it for patriotism ; and, 
by artful wiles and smooth demeanor, he talked the peo- 
ple out of their understandings, and persuaded them to 
give him a discharge from the debt, on account of his pa- 
triotism. This man, whom, but a day before, hardly any 
one would have trusted with a shilling, and whose honesty 
they were jealous of, now became the confidant of the 
people. With his oily tongue he duped a man whose 
brains were shallow and pockets deep, and usheredjiim to 
the publick as a patriot too. He filled his head with im- 
portance, and emptied his pockets, and as a reward hath 
kicked him up the ladder, where he now presides over the 
twelve United Provinces, and where they both are at pre- 
sent plunging you, my countrymen, into the depths of dis- 
tress, Libertinism, riot, and robbery soon became the 
effects of this sort of publick spirit ; houses were plun- 
dered and demolished, persons were beat,, abused, tarred 
and feathered ; courts of justice were insulted ; the pil- 
lars of Government were destroyed ; and no way to escape 
the torrent of savage barbarity but by paying obedience, to 
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the savage mandate of a mob. Garrets were crowded with 
patriots ; mechanicks and lawyers, porters and clergy- 
men, huddled promiscuously into them ; their decisions 
were ocular, and from thence they poured out their mid- 
night reveries. They soon determined to form an inde- 
pendent empire ; yes, my countrymen, I assure you that 
this independent empire, which you are now assisting 
those pretended patriots to erect, was formed above seven 
years ago, though I dare say that most of you are igno- 
rant of the black design ; and one of the patriots (peace be 
to his manes) openly avowed it, and declared that a valua- 
tion had been taken of the estates in the Town of Boston, 
which he supposed would be destroyed by the naval power 
of Great Britain, and that all the friends of licentiousness 
were to be reimbursed out of the estates of the friends to 
Government. 

The patriots were determined to humble Great Bri- 
tain, and, as a first step, they promoted a non -importation 
agreement at the same lime that the wealthy and artful 
among them had large quantities of goods by them, by the 
advanced sale of which they made fortunes, and ruined 
the small traders. They promised to send their new im- 
ported goods back to England, and instead thereof, their 
trunks were crowded with billets of wood, shavings, and 
brickbats, to the eternal disgrace of this Province, when 
they were opened in England. Some of the patriots car- 
ried about papers of subscription against importing goods 
from England, and washing women and porters, in order 
to swell the list, made their marks, (for write they could 
not,) that they would not import coaches or chariots from 
home. When they were told of the impropriety of such 
a conduct, and that the scheme would have no effect, they 
replied, that they were sensible of it, but Great Britain 
would be scared by it. They hired mercenaries in Eng- 
land to cabal and write for them, and raise an insurrection. 
When they were told that Great Britain would be roused, 
they said, that she was not to be dreaded ; that she had 
neither men nor money; that there was more money in 
the Colonies than m England ; that if she should resent if, 
that the Colonies would not pay them the millions that 
were due to her. Not content with this insult, the Gene- 
ral Assembly disavowed any observance of acts of Parlia- 
ment. Great Britain, with her usual lenity, pitied our 
infatuation, till she was at last forced to send troops to sup- 
port civil Government. Those troops we were then to 
destroy, Tind we did our best to destroy them ; but felt ttie 
fatal consequence of the attempt. Our violences at last 
rose to such an height, that injured sovereignty and an 
insulted Government have been roused to assert their 
authority, in order to curb as wanton and wicked a rebel- 
lion as ever raged in any Government upon earth. 

Thus, my countrymen, I have very shortly stated to 
you the rise and progress of the present rebellion. I be- 
lieve that many, if not most of you, were insensible of the 
ambitious views of your leaders. I do not think that you 
were so devoid of virtue as to rush into so horrid a crime 
at one leap; for let me tell you, that it is the highest crime 
that a member of society can be guilty of, and the pun- 
ishment annexed to it is nothing less than a forfeiture of 
estate and life. Your leaders have deceived you into what 
they do not believe themselves; they were desperate them- 
selves, and they have involved you in their own just doom. 
They tell you your properties and religion are at stake. 
Your ministers tell you so too, and I know you are too apt 
to take all that they say for gospel. But, pray, what dan- 
ger is your religion in ? Why, it is said that Popery is 
established in Canada, and will be established here. No, 
my countrymen, Popery is not established in Canada, let 
your teachers and leaders assert it never so roundly; it is 
only indulged to the Roman Catholicks there. Your Con- 
tinental Congress says, that God and nature have given 
them a right to the enjoyment of their religion ; it is what 
they capitulated for with General Amherst ; it is what the 
just, the humane King George the Third confirmed to 
them. This is the King whom you so lately professed 
allegiance to, in opposition to the Parliament ; not consi- 
dering that it was by acts of Parliament that the crown 
was placed upon his head, and on the heads of his prede- 
cessors. It seems, indeed, that your leaders have more 
lately found out that it is as necessary to deny the autho- 
rity of the King, as they have been daring in denying that 



of his Parliament. Witness their late thanksgiving pro- 
clamation, which concludes with a "God save the People," 
instead of the heretofore invariable "God save the King." 
Will it not suffice your leaders to mock the King, but they 
must mock Heaven also? Read it over; view the cloven 
foot of one of your spiritual guides peeping out, whose pen 
fabricated the mockery, and whose foot has many a time 
trod the recesses of rebellion with the cabal ; and I dare 
to say that had it not been for his mole-like, underground 
cunning, and priestcraft, that this once over happy, but now 
miserably distracted Province, had not been so soon in- 
volved in distress. 

I would ask you also, my countrymen, how your pro- 
perties are at stake ? You will doubtless tell me that acts 
of Parliament have been made, to oblige you to pay duties 
upon various articles. Be it so. Why then do you pur- 
chase articles that are to pay duties? Why then did you 
not petition, in a constitutional manner, to have those acts 
repealed ? The British Parliament never assumed to 
themselves infallibility, and many a time have they repeal- 
ed American acts, when they have been convinced that 
the enforcement of them was incompatible with the mutual 
interest. It is true your leaders did petition, but in such 
an unconstitutional manner, that it was below the dignity 
and contrary to the system of the English Government to 
hear such petitions, and this your leaders knew must be 
the fate of them; and this method they planned in order 
to effect their independence, and make themselves of that 
importance to you which they now appear in. But you 
can have no just plea for entering so deeply into opposi- 
tion against the Parent State. You may know, if you 
please, that King Charles the First granted to our ances- 
tors a Charter; you may call it a compact, if you please, 
too, and if it be so, the argument will lbe much against 
you; for in that you compacted to pay duties, after a short 
term of years; and you have been fulfilling your compact, 
by paying duties, for above an hundred years past, till of 
late the scandalous smuggling business reared its front 
against the laws, and brought the State into its present 
distraction. You have been told, also, that your land was 
to be taxed, and that you were to be brought into Lord- 
ships. This I know hath been artfully propagated among 
you, and I dare assert it to be groundless. There is too 
much justice and benignity in the English Government to 
advance such a scheme; and supposing that they had it 
in their idea to do it, so violent an opposition ought to have 
been suspended, at least till the scheme bad been brought 
into action. It is like one man's cutting another's throat, 
lest the other might possibly injure his grandchildren, 

I am loth to detain you any longer, my countrymen, 
from sober reflection. For God's sake, for your own sake, 
for your wives and children's sake, pause a moment, and 
weigh the event of this unnatural civil war. You have 
roused the British lion ; you have incensed that Power 
which hath crushed much greater Powers than you can 
boast of, and hath done it without your aid too. Great 
Britain is not so distressed for men onnoney as some 
would make you believe. Your conduct liath raised the 
resentment of the greatest Powers in Europe, and she 
may, if she pleases, accept of their proffered aid. But 
your priests and your leaders tell you otherwise ; and I 
will just put the case, that supposing Heaven, in righteous 
judgment, should suffer you to conquer, look forward then 
to the fatal consequences of your conquest. You will 
be conquered by an army of your own raising, and then 
your dreaded slavery is fixed. The ambition and despe- 
ration of your leaders will then demand the fruit of all 
their toils. Turn back a few pages of the English his- 
tory; read the account of the civil wars of the last century, 
and view the triumphs and absolute sway of that tyrant 
Cromwell. He, like some of your leaders, began with hu- 
moring the enthusiasm of the times, and ended the parri- 
cide of his Country. Let me suppose, again, as you vainly 
imagine, that this will not be the case, and that when you 
have conquered, you will then beat all your swords into 
ploughshares. How long do you think it will be before 
you are obliged to change sides, and beat your plough- 
shares into sw T ords again ? You will then have twelve or 
fourteen Colonies to form into an independent empire. 
Where, then, is to be the seat of empire? Surely the 
Massachusetts-Bay hath the best title to precedence; they 
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began the rebellion, and they have the best title to reward. 
Do you think that the other Colonies cannot furnish as 
artful demagogues as this Province can ? Do not imagine 
that we are the men that wisdom is to die with. We 
shall be cantoned out into petty States ; we shall be in- 
volved in perpetual wars for an inch or two of ground ; 
our fertile fields will be deluged with blood ; our wives 
and children be involved in the horrid scene; foreign Pow- 
ers will step in and share in the plunder that remains, and 
those who are left to tell the story will be reduced to a 
more abject slavery than that which you now dread. The 
Colonies are too jealous of each other to remain long in a 
state of friendship. 

I will now, my fellow-citizens, change the scene to a 
more eligible view for your interest, and suppose it possi- 
ble, though you don't think it so, that Great Britain can 
conquer you, ^nd that, instead of being victors, you may 
be subjects again. You will then have the mildest Govern- 
ment to live under ; a Government to be envied by the 
rest of mankind, and whose only unhappiness is, that it is 
too apt to abuse that liberty which God and the Constitu- 
tion hath blessed it with. She hath been loth to call you 
conquered ; she hath, like an over-fond parent, indulged 
your peevishness, and withheld her resentment, until she 
hath felt the smart of her indulgence ; she is now roused, 
but her resentment is tempered with mildness. He whom 
you formerly acknowledged for your Sovereign drops the 



tear of pity for you, in his late speech from the throne; a 
speech so attempered with paternal pity, royal firmness of 
mind, and sentiment of dignity, as distinguishes the speak- 
er as the father of his Country and the ornament of human 
nature. Clemency he is distinguished for; he is revered 
for his humanity; but his soul is impressed with too much 
magnanimity, to suffer his laws and the rights of his sub- 
jects to be trampled under the foot of rebellion ; he holds 
out the sceptre of mercy, that bright gem of his royal dig- 
nity, for you to embrace; but if you choose to kiss the rod 
of his justice, be you yourselves witnesses that it is not 
his choice. Remember that Heaven punishes but to save. 
The God of Heaven hath repeatedly checked rebellion, 
and our own history confirms its defeats. Rebellion is so 
odious in the eyes of all rational beings, that it is for the 
universal good that it should be suppressed. It saps the 
foundation of moral virtue, and therefore it is for the gen- 
eral interest that all nature should rise in arms against it; 
and I have not the least doubt that Providence will arrest 
it in its career. When that time comes, complain not that 
you were not forewarned, and bear your own punishment 
without murmuring. 

That you may seriously reflect on your own impending 
fate, and the fate of your wives and innocent children, be- 
fore you take the deadly plunge, and that you may imme- 
diately retire from the precipice of ruin, is the friendly wish 
of your fellow-citizen, Z. Z. 



NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS. 

Minutes of the Proceedings during the recess of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, by their adjournment on the 4th of 
November, 1775, until a sufficient number of the newly 
elected. Delegates attended to represent a majority of the 
Counties and form a Congress, on the 6th of Decem- 
ber, 1775.* 
A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, President 

of the Continental Congress, was received by express, after 

the Provincial Congress had adjourned, and is in the words 

following, to wit : 

"Philadelphia, November 9, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: Your several letters, lately received, 
have been laid before the Congress. Those that respect 
the fort in the Highlands have been acted upon, and I here 
enclose you the resolutions of Congress thereupon, which 
you will please put in immediate execution. As soon as 
Congress have determined upon the other matters men- 
tioned in your letters, the result shall be communicated to 
you, as I am directed to forward immediately, by express, 
the enclosed. 

" I have not time to add but that I am, with respect, 
Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 

" To the Members of the Convention of New- York." 

The Resolutions of the Continental Congress of the 
8th of November, enclosed in said Letter, are as follows, 

viz: 

"In Congress, November 8, 1775. 

" Resolved, That a Commander, with the rank of a 
Colonel, be appointed to take command of the Fortifica- 
tions or Fortresses on Hudson's River, in the Highlands. 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
of New-Yor k, to empower the said Commander to call 
together and command two hundred men of the Militia of 
Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster Counties, and one Company 
of Artillery from the City of New- York, who shall be sta- 
tioned in the Highlands until relieved by the Company of 
Artillery directed by this Congress to be raised in the City 
of New- York, and such other Continental troops as may 
hereafter be directed to take possession of the same. 

" Resolved, That the Minute-Men or Militia, while on 
service, be maintained and paid at the same rate as the rest 
of the Continental forces. 

" Resolved, That a number of the Militia of the Coun- 
ties of Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster, be formed into Inde- 
pendent Companies, under the direction of the Commander 

* The new Congress were to have met on the 14th of November, they 
were elected on the 7th of November, according to the ordinance of the 
27tb of October. 



of the said fortresses, and, in case of alarm, be directed to 
repair to the several stations in the Highlands, which, in 
order to prevent confusion, should be immediately assigned 
them. 

"Resolved, That the troops which shall at any time 
hereafter be directed to garrison the fortresses in the High- 
lands be put under the direction of the Commander of the 
fortresses, except when headed by a General Officer. 

" Resolved, That the Deputy Commissary-General be 
directed to provide sufficient provision for one thousand 
men for one month, and keep that quantity in slock. 

" Resolved, That the Powder sent from this place to 
General Schuyler be remanded, if it can be any way spared, 
and left at the fortresses in the Highlands. 

" Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pennsyl- 
vania be requested to furnish the Colony of New- York 
with five hundred pounds of Powder, and forward the same 
immediately to Dobbs's Ferry; that the Convention of Neiv- 
York give order to receive it there, and send it as soon as 
possible to the fortresses in the Highlands. 

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
of New- York, if they have not already sent forward a suffi- 
cient number of Cannon for the defence of the fortresses 
erecting in the Highlands, that they immediately send for- 
ward to those fortresses so many of the Cannon at Kings- 
bridge, of the best quality and largest bore, as they may 
think necessary for that purpose." 

The Provincial Congress having adjourned to the 14th 
of November, when the new elected members are to meet, 
such of the members of the new Congress as were present 
in New-York forwarded copies of said Resolutions to the 
Committees of Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster Counties, 
enclosed in a Letter in the words following, to wit: 

Now- York, November 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen: You will see, by the enclosed copy of 
sundry resolutions, received by express from the honourable 
Continental Congress, that your County, together with the 
other two Counties therein mentioned, are to furnish imme- 
diately two hundred men to the fortifications on Hudson's 
River, to be maintained and paid in the same manner as 
the Continental troops, and to remain there until relieved. 
That you are also to form a number of your militia into 
Companies, to be ready, in case of alarm, to proceed to any 
post on the river, and perform duty, at a minute's warning. 

We conceive that you will think it your duty to furnis°h 
immediately at least one-third of the number required, to 
wit, a Company of sixty-seven men, including officers, pro- 
perly armed, accoutred, and equipped, to proceed without 
delay to the said fortifications, and remain there till re- 
lieved by order of the Continental Congress. If you shall 



1753 



NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, DECEMBER, 1775. 



1754 



find it convenient to raise and send to the forts more than 
your proportion, or inconvenient to furnish your proportion, 
we request that, in either such case, you would immedi- 
ately despatch one or more of your most judicious mem- 
bers to the Committees of the other two Counties men- 
tioned in the said resolutions, and make such an arrange- 
ment as to have the resolutions of the Continental Congress 
fully complied with. This will, no doubt, be most easily 
done by stationing one of your best Companies of minute- 
men, or Independent Companies, at the forts, or such other 
places as shall be directed, for the present, by the com- 
manding officer of the Continental forces at the fort. 

As the Deputy Commissary-General is directed to pro- 
vide and keep there a sufficient stock of provisions for a 
thousand men, we presume that, beside your proportion of 
two hundred men, now ordered to garrison those forts, the 
proportion of the militia of your County which is to be 
formed, in readiness to march to the fortresses, or such 
stations in the Highlands as shall be assigned them in case 
of any alarm, cannot be less than three hundred. We 
therefore pray you also to make a proper arrangement, in 
the militia of your County, for this service, and to take 
especial care that the officers be such as feel the cause of 
their Country, and will defend it; and that you send us, 
by the return of your members to Congress, or sooner if 
possible, a full account of your proceedings in the premi- 
ses, that the Provincial Congress, as soon as met, may be 
enabled to give a proper and satisfactory answer to the 
honourable Continental Congress, and convince both our 
friends and foes that we are as willing, as ready, and as 
brave, as any of our sister Colonies on the Continent. 

As our Provincial Congress was adjourned, before the 
arrival of the express from Philadelphia, to the 14th in- 
stant, when new elected members are to meet, we thought 
it our duty to forward to you a copy of the resolutions, as 
far as they respect your County, with our sentiments on 
the subject. 

And we are, most respectfully, Gentlemen, your very 
humble servants, 

P. V. B. Livingston, Egbert Dumond, 

Alexander McDougall, William Allison, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, Thomas Smith. 

James Beekman, 

The same gentlemen also addressed a Letter to Walter 
Livingston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-General, in the words 
following, viz : 

New-York, November 13, 1775. 

Sir : We received by express, from Philadelphia, sun- 
dry resolutions of Congress. We enclose you a copy of 
such of them as will show you the necessity of furnishing 
and keeping up a stock of provisions for a thousand men, 
for a month, at the fortifications in the Highlands. Those 
posts have been hitherto supplied from hence. 

We beg leave to suggest it as our opinion, that though 
a proper stock of salt provision must be laid in store, yet 
fresh beef, for present daily consumption, will be most 
healthy for the troops, and much the cheapest, and may 
be easily obtained, in great plenty, from Orange County, 
in the neighbourhood of the fort. 

We are, respectfully, Sir, your very humble servants, 
P. V. B. Livingston, Egbert Dumond, 

Alexander McDougall, William Allison, 
Jacobus Van Zandt, Thomas Smith. 

James Beekman, 
To Walter Livingston, Esq. 

New.York, November 22, 1775. 

Deputies chosen to represent the City and County of 
New-York, and the Counties of Westchester, Ulster, and 
Dutchess, in Provincial Congress met ; and there not being 
a majority of the Counties represented, the gentlemen pre- 
sent requested one of the Secretaries of the late Provincial 
Congress to address a Letter to the members chosen to 
represent King's County, in the words following: 

New- York, November 22, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The members chosen to represent the 
Counties of New- York, Westchester, Ulster, and Dutchess, 
in Provincial Congress, have met several days past, but 
cannot proceed to business, for want of more members. I 
am therefore directed, by those met, to request of you that 



a sufficient number of members to represent your County 
do attend and take their seats as soon as possible, that the 
business of the great cause we are engaged in may be no 
longer delayed or neglected. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant. 

The Deputies present then adjourned until ten o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

New-York, November 23, 1775. 

Deputies chosen to represent the Counties of New- 
York, Albany, Dutchess, Westchester, King's, Suffolk, 
and Ulster, in Provincial Congress convened ; but there 
not being a majority of the Counties represented, the gen- 
tlemen present requested Mr. Robert Benson, one of the 
Secretaries of the late Provincial Congress, to address a 
Letter to the Committee of Orange County, in the words 
following : 

New- York, November 23, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Deputies chosen to represent the 
Counties of New-York, Albany, Dutchess, Westchester, 
King's, Suffolk, and Ulster, in Provincial Congress, are 
met; but as they are not a majority of the Counties, can- 
not proceed to business. I am therefore directed by the 
members present to write you by express, requesting that 
a representation of your County may be sent down to the 
Congress without loss of time, that the measures necessary 
to be carried into execution may not be delayed or neg- 
lected. 

I am, Gentlemen, yours, &c, R. Benson. 

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of 
Orange Coirhty. 

The Deputies present then adjourned until ten o'clock, 
to-morrow morning. 

New-York, November 24, 1775. 

The Deputies from several of the Counties met ; but 
there not being a majority of the Counties represented, the 
gentlemen present requested Mr. Benson to draught a Let- 
ter to the Representatives of the County of Richmond, in 
the late Provincial Congress, in the words following, viz : 

New-York, November 24, 1775. 

Gentlemen: The Deputies from most of the Counties 
have met during the course of this week, and, with the 
addition of a few members, who are hourly expected, will 
undoubtedly form a Congress next Monday or Tuesday, at 
farthest, and proceed to business. A report prevails that 
the people of your County will not send members to rep- 
resent them in Provincial Congress. I am directed by the 
members present to inform you of this, and to request that 
you will inform them, as soon as you possibly can, of the 
state of your County relative to the choice of Deputies to 
represent them in the ensuing Congress. 

Yours, Sec, R. Benson. 

To Paul Micheau, John Journey, Aaron Cortelyou, Ri- 
chard Connor, and Richard Lawrence, Esquires, Rich- 
mond County. 

The Deputies present then adjourned, from day to day, 
until Friday, the 1st day of December. 

New- York, Friday, December 1, 1775. 

The Deputies of the several Counties, chosen to repre- 
sent the said Counties in Provincial Congress for the Co- 
lony of New-York, having met several days, but the repre- 
sentatives of a majority of the Counties not being present, 
could not proceed to business as a Congress. Wherefore, 
for the sake of order, and for the purpose of reading and 
answering several letters which have been received since 
the dissolution of the last Congress, and for taking such 
measures as may be necessary for calling such other mem- 
bers as are chosen and have not attended, chose Colonel 
Nathaniel Woodhull Chairman. 

The Members present are as follows, viz : 

For New- York : Colonel McDougall, Captain Rutgers, 
Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Sands, Mr. Ray, Col- 
onel Brasher. 

For Albany : Major Nicoll, Colonel Rensselaer, Mr. 
Cuyler, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Bleecker. 

For King's : Mr! Covenhoven. 

For Dutchess : Mr. Schenck, Mr. Humphreys. 
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For Westchester: Mr. Graham, Mr. Thomas Loclc- 
wood. 

For Ulster : Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Cantine, Mr. Palmer. 

For Suffolk : Colonel Woodkull, Mr. L'Hommedieu, 
Mr. Holart. 

Agreed, That Circular Letters be wrote and transmitted 
by express to the Counties of Tryon, Charlotte, and Cum- 
berland, requesting that the Deputies chosen to represent 
the said Counties in Provincial Congress may be sent down 
to attend said Congress without delay. 

Agreed, That Letters similar be wrote and sent by ex- 
press to Orange, King's, and Dutchess Counties. 

By order of the Deputies attending, a Letter was ad- 
dressed to the Committees of some of the Counties, and 
signed by John McKesson, their Secretary, in the words 
following, to wit : 

New- York, Decomber 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen : The Deputies of New- York, Albany, 
Dutchess, Westchester, Ulster, and Suffolk, have attended 
a considerable time in New- York, and have not been able to 
form a Congress. They have directed me to write to you, 
and press the necessity that your County do immediately 
send Deputies to attend the Provincial Congress, so as to 
represent the County. The publick business has long been 
delayed for want of members. The gentlemen present 
hope that there is no occasion to represent to you the dis- 
agreeable state that this Colony must be reduced to with- 
out a Provincial Congress. On the one hand, should the 
reins of Government be let loose, and the mob direct mat- 
ters at their pleasure, the horrors of our situation may be 
more easily conceived than described. And, on the other 
hand, should the Continental Congress find ii necessary, for 
the publick service and for the want of a Congress, to put 
the Colony under military government, directed by a Ma- 
jor-General and an army, and that at the sole expense of 
this Colony, you may easily imagine what disagreeable con- 
sequences will ensue. Many gentlemen present are appre- 
hensive that one or the other of the above events will be 
the consequence, if a Congress is not speedily formed, so 
as to proceed to business and direct. 

I am, by order of the gentlemen present, most respect- 
fully, Gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

John McKesson. 

One copy whereof was addressed to the Committee of 
Tryon County, another copy was addressed to the Com- 
mittee of Charlotte, and another copy to the Committee 
of Cumberland. 

By order of the Deputies present, a Letter was addressed 
to the Committee of Orange County, in the words follow- 
ing, to wit : 

New-York, December 1, 1775. 

Gentlemen : We are extremely sorry to inform you that 
we have not yet been able to make a Congress; and as we 
suppose that your County have now held the election for 
Deputies to represent you here, we beg that you will not de- 
lay sending down your members by nest Monday morning, 
that the publick business may no longer suffer for the want 
of a representation of your County ; for such is the peril- 
ous state of America, and this Colony in particular, that a 
Convention of the Deputies is absolutely necessary with 
the utmost despatch. But if, after such repeated applica- 
tions to your County to be in Congress by their Deputies, 
you continue to neglect a measure so necessary for your 
reputation and safety, you must not complain if the Con- 
gress determine upon matters relative to your County, in 
common with others, although yours should, by your inat- 
tention, be unrepresented. 
To the Committee of Orange County. 

Letter from Paul Micheau, one of the Deputies from 
Richmond County, in the late Provincial Congress, direct- 
ed to Mr. Robert Benson, Secretary of the Provincial Con- 
gress, New- York : 

" Richmond County, December 1, 1775. 

"Sir: I received yours of the 24th ultimo last night, 
and expected that our Committee had acquainted the Con- 
gress, ere this, of the state of the County relative to the 
choosing new Deputies. When I returned from Congress, 
I immediately acquainted them that the Congress was dis- 
solved, and had ordered the Committee in each County to 



convene the people to elect new Deputies, and desired them 
to advertise all such persons in the County as had a right 
to choose representatives in General Assembly. 

" I am now to inform you that, agreeable to my request, 
a meeting of the Committee was called, in order to adver- 
tise, and not a majority appearing, those that did appear 
concluded they were not empowered to act; since which, 
nothing has been done. 

" I should be glad the Congress would write the Com- 
mittee to send their reasons for not convening the people-; 
a list of their names you will see at bottom. 

" The situation of my family is such, at present, that if 
the people should think proper to choose me again, I can 
by no means serve. 

" That the present Congress may endeavour to keep tran- 
quillity and good order in our Province, and make peace 
with our Mother Country, is the sincere and fervent wish 
of your most sincere friend and humble servant, 

" Paul Micheau. 

" P. S. Please to communicate this to Congress. 

"Committee's names: Captain John Kettletas, Captain 
Christian Jacobson, Captain Cornelius Dussosway, Henry 
Perine, David Latourelle, Esq., Peter Mersereaii, John 
Poillon, Moses Depuy, Lambert Merrell, John Tysen, Jo- 
seph Christopher, George Barnes, and Daniel Corson." 

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony, in Conti- 
nental Congress, was read, in the words following, viz : 

" Philadelphia., November 3, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : On perusing our credentials, we find the 
continuance of our delegation unlimited. As this appears 
to us an omission of great importance, we think" it our duty 
to apprize you of it, and hope that no delicacy, with respect 
to us, may influence you to decline a new appointment. 

'• We have been informed that compensation for our ex- 
penses and loss of time is under your consideration ; and 
as we presume an account of the provision made by the 
other Colonies for their respective Delegates would be 
agreeable to you, we take the liberty of subjoining it: 

" Georgia, one hundred Pounds sterling to each Dele- 
gate per month ; South- Carolina , three hundred Pounds to 
each for the last Congress; North-Carolina, five hundred 
Pounds currency to each per year; Virginia,^ half Johan- 
nes per day to each ; Maryland, forty Shillings to each per 
day, proclamation ; Pennsylvania, twenty Shillings to each 
per day, besides the allowance to such of the members as 
come from the Counties ; Connecticut, three Dollars to each 
per day, for the loss of time, besides all expenses — allow- 
ing each Delegate a servant and two horses ; Rhode-Island, 
exactly the same as Connecticut; Massachusetts, all expen- 
ses as above, and two Dollars to each per day; Neiv-Httmp- 
shire, all expenses as above, and half a Guinea per day to 

each. 

" We are, Sir, with the greatest respect, the Congress's 
and your humble servants, 

"James Duane, Wm. Floyd, 

"John Alsop, Francis Lewis, 

" John Jay, Henry Wisner." 

" R. R. Livingston, Jun., 
A Letter from James Duane and Robert R. Livingston, 
Jun., two of the Delegates of this Colony at Continental 
Congress, was read, in the words following, viz : 

" Philadelphia, November 9, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: The Congress have taken the resolu- 
tion to appoint a commander of the fortress in the High- 
lands, with the rank of Colonel, and Wednesday is fixedlbr 
the purpose. 

" As it must be of moment that this command should be 
vested in a person of abilities, and in whom the inhabitants 
place confidence, we wish you would name three or four 
gentlemen who are competent for that trust, and we shall 
endeavour to get one of them preferred. You will, how- 
ever, be pleased to observe, that as these works are erected 
at a Continental expense, the Congress claim an absolute 
right to appoint the officers. 

" We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servants, 

" James Duane, 
" R. R. Livingston, Jun. 
"Honourable Provincial Congress, at New-York" 
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Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred to 
the Provincial Congress. 

A Letter, dated at Philadelphia on the 4th of Novem- 
ber last, and signed A, was read, in the words following, 
viz: 

" Philadelphia, November 4, 1775, 

" Gentlemen of the Committee : I sincerely sympa- 
thize with you in your distress, and fear the inhuman pro- 
ceedings of those tyrants that infest America. 1 am afraid 
your valuable Town of New- York is in danger of being 
burned. I would therefore recommend to you to prepare 
fire-vessels, which, properly made use of, will defend you 
against your infernal enemies, and save your Town, which 
is valuable. 1 am of opinion that I am possessed of a 
knowledge that would be efficacious in burning such ves- 
sels as may come to do you damage ; but as my situation 
requires me to conceal my name at present, it would not 
be prudent it should yet be known, as it may be attended 
with ill consequences to me ; neither would it be prudent 
to risk my advice without an advantage in proportion to the 
service I may do. Should you, therefore, Gentlemen, con- 
ceive the above proposal to be of any importance, and de- 
serving of an answer, be pleased to direct to A, at the Lon- 
don Coffee-House, to the care of Mr. Hugh James, the 
bar-keeper. I am, Gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

A. 
" To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety in New- 
York." 

A Letter from Colonel Goose Van Schaick, dated at 
Albany, on the 2d November, ult., informing Congress of 
the death of John Keyser, Second Lieutenant in Captain 
Christopher Yates's Company, and recommending that 
Mr. Tobias Van Vechten may be appointed to supply the 
vacancy. 

A Letter from the Hon. John Hancock was read, in the 
words following, viz: 

"Philadelphia, November 10, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : The Congress having appointed a Com 
mittee to purchase clothing for the Army in the Northern 
Department, and the Committee having purchased them, 
1 am directed to inform you that they are ordered to be 
sent by land to Dobbs's Ferry, where you are requested 
to have a boat ready to take them in, and transport them 
immediately to Albany. The wagons set out to-morrow 
morning. " — 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 
"To the Gentlemen of the Congress at New-York." 

A Letter from Samuel Tucker, Chairman of the Com 
mittee of Trenton, was read, in the words following, viz: 

"Trenton, Novomber 10, 1775. 

"Sir: Your letter of the 17th ult., concerning several 
resolutions of the Continental and your Provincial Con- 
gress, was delivered to me this afternoon, under a new blank 
cover, the handwriting of the superscription to me unknown. 
Our Congress adjourned on the 28th of last month to the 
first Tuesday in April next, unless sooner convened by the 
Committee of Safety. 

"The Assembly of this Colony meets at Burlington on 
Wednesday next, at which time I shall have the opportu- 
nity of seeing several members of our Committee of Safe- 
ly, to whom 1 shall communicate the contents of your let- 
ter. At present, the mode of forwarding all intelligence, 
expresses, &c., is by our Town Committees, who, on the 
first notice, furnish horses and proper persons from one 
Town to the other, which has answered very well, as far 
as I have heard, in times past, although I am convinced a 
further regulation is necessary, and horses and proper per- 
sons ought to. be in readiness, kept at every stage for the 
purpose. 

" I have only to add that I am, although unknown, your 
most obedient humble servant, „ Samuel Tucker> 

" P. S. Direct in future to me at Trenton." 

A Letter from Cornelius Clopper, one of the Deputies 
elected to. represent the City and County of New- York, 
and dated the 14tb... ultimo, informing Congress that the 
remoteness. of_his. situation from Town renders it highly 
inconvenient for a person of his advanced life and infirm 



constitution to give his attendance, and hoping they will 
accept of his resignation, was received and filed. 

A Letter from Colonel John Van Ness, dated at Rhine- 
beck, the 14th November, 1775, informing Congress of 
the place of rendezvous of his Regiment, in case of an 
alarm, and that Powder and Lead is much wanted, was 
received and filed. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, advising of the reduc- 
tion of St. John's, was read, in the words following, viz : 

" Ticonderoga, November 7, 1775. 

" Gentlemen: I am this moment honoured with Gen- 
eral Montgomery's despatches, advising me of the reduc- 
tion of St. John's, which surrendered on the 3d instant. 
On this interesting event, I congratulate you with all that 
satisfaction which arises from a hope that it will be another 
step towards inducing the Ministry to hearken to the wish 
of America for a reconciliation, and that General Mont- 
gomery commanded, whom you recommended in such a 
polite manner to Congress. The difficulties he has had to 
surmount would be too long for a letter, at a time when I 
wish his success should be known the soonest possible. 

" I am, Gentlemen, with great respect, your most obe- 
dient humble servant, ,,-a e 

' '• Philip Schuyler. 

"The New-York Provincial Congress. 

" P. S. General Carleton attempted our posts at Lon- 
geuil, and, although he had a considerable body, has been 
beat back with loss." 

Ordered, That the consideration of said Letter be re- 
ferred to the Provincial Congress. 

Another Letter from General Schuyler was read, in the 
words following, viz : 

"Ticonderoga, November 18, 1775. 

"Sir: I have the honour to congratulate you on the 
success of our arms in the reduction of Montreal, which 
was delivered up to General Montgomery on the 13th in- 
stant. You will feel a particular satisfaction in the reflec- 
tion that you recommended this brave, experienced, and 
sensible gentleman, to a command. May indulgent Hea- 
ven smile on our honest endeavours in every future con- 
test, that an infatuated Ministry may see the errors they 
have gone into, and that peace, mutual love, and interest, 
may again unite Britons and Americans in the most indis- 
soluble ties, and erect one mighty Empire, which the hand 
of the Great Architect of the universe only will be able to 
crush. 

" I am, Sir, with sentiments of great respect for you and 
the respectable body in which you preside, your most 
obedient humble servant, „ pmw ScHuyLER- 

" Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., Sic, &.c." 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred to 
the Provincial Congress. 

Another Letter from General Schuyler was read, in the 
words following, viz : 

"Ticonderoga, November 20, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: As I am not advised of what money has 
been advanced the troops raised in this Colony, I find it 
impossible to pay them without the hazard of going be- 
yond what they ought to have, especially as several of the 
officers do not know what they have received. You will 
therefore please, with all possible despatch, to transmit me 
an account of what has been paid by Congress, their agents 
or Committees, specifying the officers' names to whom, by 
whom, and when, and distinguishing between billeting 
money and pay. 

" The frost is so intense that this lake is already, in 
many parts, covered with ice ; and if it continues a few 
days longer, I fear our intercourse with Canada will be 
cut off for this year. 

" I am, Gentlemen, most respectfully, your obedient 

servant ' " Philip Schuyler. 

" To Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq." 

Ordered, That the consideration of this Letter be also 
referred to the next Provincial Congress. 

A Letter from General Washington was read, in the 
words following, to wit : 
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"Cambridge, November 16, 1775. 

" Sir : It was determined at the conference held here 
in the last month, that such military stores as could be 
spared from New-York, Crown Point, Ticonderoga, &,c, 
should be sent here, for the use of the Continental Army. 
As it was not clear to me whether I was to send for it, or 
that they were to be sent to me, I desired Mr. Reed, on 
his way to Philadelphia, to inquire into this matter. As 
I have not heard from him on that subject, and the season 
advancing fast, I have thought it necessary to send Henry 
Knox, Esq., who will deliver you this. After he forwards 
what he can get at your place, he will proceed to General 
Schuyler on this very important business. I request the 
favour of you, Sir, and the gentlemen of your Congress, 
to give Mr. Knox all the assistance in your power. By so 
doing you will render infinite service to your Country, and 
vastly oblige, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

" George Washington. 

" To the President of the Provincial Congress, New- 
York." 

A Letter from Walter Livingston, Esq., Deputy Com- 
missary-General, in answer to the Letter of the gentlemen 
assembled on the 13th, was read, in the words following: 

" Albany, November 22, 1775. 

"Gentlemen: I received your favour of the 13th instant, 
and am of opinion that fresh beef will soon be scarce, unless 
I purchase stall fed cattle. I shall, however, waive my own 
judgment, and order some to be purchased, together with 
some flour and pork. The Congress have resolved that 
Mr. Phelps is one of my deputies, and, having no business 
for him here, have ordered him to repair to the battery 
erected in the Highlands, with all convenient speed. Mr. 
Egbert Dumond has applied to me to purchase some flour, 
to whom be pleased to deliver the enclosed. I wish you 
much joy with the surrender of Montreal. 

"I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
"Walter Livingston, Dep'y Com. Gen. 

" To General McDougall and the other Gentlemen." 

A Letter from Governour Trumbull, as to the proposed 
plan of communicating intelligence, was read and filed, in 
the words following, viz : 

"Lebanon, November 23, 1775. 

"Sir: Yourjetter of October 17th last, enclosing copy 
of the minutes of Congress directing concerning the man- 
ner of conveying intelligence, in case of invasion, and 
receiving assistance when necessary, and a plan for that 
purpose, for our consideration, was not received till the 
10th instant, and this day is the first opportunity I have 
to lay it before the Council of Safety. Your plan is ap- 
proved, and I am desired by them to write to and employ 
proper persons in the western Towns to procure persons, 
to be in readiness at a minute's warning, to carry any in- 
telligence of alarm or invasion to the Towns where occa- 
sion may require. I have accordingly written to Abraham 
Davenport, of Stamford, and Thaddeus Burr, of Fairfield, 
Esquires, to make the necessary provisions. 

" I am, most respectfully, Sir, your most obedient hum- 

ble servant > " Jonathan Trumbull. 

" Honourable President Woodhull." 

A Letter from Robert Livingston, Junior, in answer to 
a Letter of the 20th of October last, on the subject of 
Gunpowder, was read and filed, in the words following, 
viz: 

"Manor of Livingston, November 4, 1775. 

"Sir: I have received your favour of the 20th of last 
month. I now send down the receipts from Mr. Walter 
Livingston for the one thousand and twenty pounds of pow- 
der, by my son, John Livingston, as 1 have made no 
account of it, and don't know what the Philadelphia manu- 
facturers take for manufacturing. I suppose that you have 
been informed that this powder was sent to me in as bad a 
state as well could be imagined ; the casks, some of them, 
having nearly as much water as powder in them, besides 
nails and other things in it, which made the working it 
somewhat dangerous. As Mr. Livingston told me he had 
no orders to pay for it, I desire you would inform my son 
who is to pay for it. If there is any person appointed at 
New-York, I desire you would direct hirn where he must 



apply. I shall leave the settlement of the price to you. 

I have not got the receipt for the two hundred pounds sent 

by your order to the Committee of Albany. I had given 

an order to Dr. Van Dyck, with whom I sent a part of it, 

to receive the money; but the Committee informed him 

they had no cash in hand at present. As I suppose they 

will, according to your first order, pay no more than twenty 

Pounds per hundred weight, I should be obliged to you if 

you would inform my son who is to pay the other five 

Pounds and the bounty. Whether the bounty will be 

allowed on the re-manufactured powder I know not ; but 

if it is not, I believe you will consider it in the allowance, 

as the bounty ought to have been earned in nearly the 

same time the manufacturer was employed in this business. 

" I remain, with great respect, Sir, your most obedient 

humble servant, „ „ , T T 

" Kobt .Livingston, Jun. 

" To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President of the Con- 
gress, New- York." 

A Letter from the Hon. John Hancock, President of 
the Continental Congress, was received and read, in the 
words following, viz : 

« Pbiladelphin, November 27, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I am directed by Congress to write to 
you, and request you to use your utmost endeavours to 
furnish the troops raised in New-Jersey, for the defence of 
New-York, with as many fire-arms as your Colony can 
conveniently spare, and that you will please to send them 
to Lord Stirling, who commands the forces in the Jer- 
seys. 

"I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

" John Hancock, President. 
"To the Members of the Convention of New- York." 

A Letter from James Duane, one of the Delegates of 
this Colony in Continental Congress, was received and 
read, in the words following, viz : 

" Philadelphia, November 28, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : I have the honour of transmitting to you 
the enclosed resolutions of the Congress, in obedience to 
their order. 

" Our letter on the subject of the fortress on Hudson's 
River remains unanswered. It is of so much importance 
that our Colony should be satisfied ofthe fidelity and abili- 
ties of the officer to whom this command Is Intrusted, that 
we wait impatiently for your recommendation, flattering 
ourselves that it will have its full weight. 

" We have procured an order in your favour, for fifty 
thousand Dollars, agreeable to the request of the late Con- 
gress ; and as soon as the bills are signed, whicli has been 
unaccountably protracted by the gentlemen who undertook 
this business, the money will be forwarded. 

" I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 
Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 

"James Duane. 
" Honourable Convention of New- York. 

"P. S. The resolution referred to in the enclosed ex- 
tracts is in the press, and will speedily be published, among 
other acts of Congress. Five hundredweight of powder 
is now forwarded ; it was borrowed from Pennsylvania, by 
the Congress, with difficulty." "" 

The Resolves of the Continental Congress, on the sub- 
ject of manufacturing Firelocks, Saltpetre, and punishing 
persons harbouring Deserters, enclosed in Mr. Duane's 
Letter, were read and filed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Duane's Letter, together with the 
Resolves of Congress therein enclosed, be deferred for the 
consideration of the Provincial Congress. 

A Letter from Samuel Bayard, William Bedlow, Tho- 
mas Grenell, and Jonathan Lawrence, Commissioners at 
the Fortifications in the Highlands, dated the 11th ultimo, 
explaining the progress they had made in the said works, 
and requesting directions, was read and filed. 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred to 
the Provincial Congress. 

A Letter from Silas Marsh, Chairman of Amenta Pre- 
cinct, in Dutchess County, dated the 25th of October last, 
enclosing an Association signed by Josiah \ Morse and An- 
drew L. Harvey, Jun., and informing that they are true 
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friends, and desired to be entered among the faithful, was 
read and filed. 

A Return, signed by Charles Clinton, Chairman of Ha- 
nover Precinct, in Orange County, and dated the 3d ult., 
whereby it appears that, at an election of officers for a 
Company of Minute-Men, in the said Precinct, Peter Hill 
was elected Captain ; James Salter, First Lieutenant ; 
Nathaniel Milligan, Second Lieutenant ; and William 
Gudgeon, Ensign, was read and filed. 

A Letter from Egbert Benson, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Dutchess County, dated the 7th ultimo, informing 
that, pursuant to an order from the Continental Congress, 
Colonel Grant has been apprehended, and other particu- 
lars respecting said Grant, was read and filed, and is as 
follows, viz : 

" Poughkeepsie, November 7, 1775. 

"Sir: I am directed by the Committee to inform you, 
that, in consequence of the order of the Continental Con- 
gress, Colonel Grant has been apprehended, and is now at 
this place, in custody of Captain Schenck. 

" Although nothing has been referred to us respecting 
Mr. Grant, yet we thought it our duty to apprize the Con- 
gress of the following transaction, as it may possibly influ- 
ence the measures they mean to take with him. 

" Some months ago, Mr. Grant was taken by a party 
of the Continental forces, under the command of Captain 
Rossitmaus. At this time, no kind of evidence appeared 
against him ; yet he having then lately been to Boston, 
and intimating that he had it in contemplation to go there 
again, and not answering us satisfactorily whether, he being 
upon half pay, if a Regiment should be completed, and 
ordered out against the Colonies, and he should be ordered 
to join such Regiment, he would obey the order, we con- 
ceived it prudent to lay him under an injunction not to 
depart the Colony without leave of the Congress or this 
Committee, and passed a resolution for that purpose. He 
requested time to consider of the propriety of his entering 
into such engagements, which was readily granted him, 
upon his promising that, in the interim, he would not leave 
the Colony; so that Mr. Grant, in effect, has engaged to 
us, upon his honour, not to leave the Colony during the 
present controversy, until he has again appeared before the 
Committee, and given his positive answer, whether he will 
comply with the above requisition. 

" Since that time, no complaints have been made; nei- 
ther has any evidence appeared to us against Mr. Grant. 
In justice to him, we must also inform you that he assured 
us his business to Boston was entirely of a private nature, 
in order to complete the purchase of some lands; and that, 
at that time, he knew of no other kind of business which 
would call him there again. 

" I remain, by order of the Committee, your very humble 
servant, " Egbert Benson, Chairman. 

" To Gilbert Livingston, Esq., or either of the Gentlemen 
attending as Deputies from the County of Dutchess, at 
the Provincial Congress, New- York. 

" P. S. As we have no fund appropriated to that pur- 
pose, we expect the express will be paid in New-York." 

A Letter_from Tobias Stoutenbergh, dated 8th ultimo, 
informing Congress that his age and infirmity will not ad- 
mit of his accepting the command of a Regiment, was read 
and filed, and is as follows, viz : 

"November 8, 1775. 

<! Sir : I received the directions of Congress, dated Octo- 
ber 8tb, from which I infer that I am in appointment for 
the command of a Regiment. There is nothing would be 
more satisfactory to me than to have ability of body suffi- 
cient to be active in the defence of the liberties of my 
Country. Age and other infirmities of the body render me 
incapable of enjoying the above pleasing privilege. Conse- 
quently I must, in regard to the good cause we are em- 
barked in, beg leave to be excused ; and please to appoint 
some other hearty friend to the command, as I should look 
upon myself wanting in duty to my Country, to accept an 
office in which I wasnot capable to act, if necessity required. 

" I am, Sir, with esteem, your and America's friend and 

humble servant, .. m c. 

- ' "Tobtas Stoutenbergh. 

"To Nathaniel Woodhull , President of the Provincial Con- 
gress, in New-York." 
Fourth Series. — Vol. hi. 1 1 1 



A Return, signed by Matthew Carpenter, Chairman, 
and Joseph Morey, Clerk, certifying that, at a meeting of 
the Committee of Neiv-Marlborough Precinct, in Ulster 
County, on the 18th November last, th'e following gentle- 
men were elected officers of a Company of Minute-Men 
in said Precinct, to wit : Silas Purdy, Captain ; fVolvert 
Ackert, First Lieutenant ; Zophar Perkins, Second Lieu- 
tenant ; and Leonard Smith, Jun., Ensign, was read and 
filed. 

A Letter from Thomas Outwater, Chairman of Orange 
Precinct, in Orange County, mentioning a mistake in the 
election of Delegates, and requesting directions thereupon, 
was read and filed, and is as follows, viz : 

" Orangetown, November 9, 1775. 

" Sir : As the time appointed by Congress is expired, for 
electing Deputies to meet in future Congress in New- York, 
the 14th day instant, by reason of some misapprehension, 
and the situation of our County and inclemency of the 
weather, we must apply to Congress for an amendment to 
the resolve for the County of Orange, and that a farther 
day might be fixed, with the addition that the six members 
may be elected in each Precinct in the County of Orange, 
which were by said resolve directed to be elected at the 
usual place for electing members to represent in General 
Assembly, under the inspection of the County Committee, 
or such a part as they shall direct. 

" From your humble servant, 

"Thomas Outwater, Chairman. 
" To Mr. Benson, Secretary to the Provincial Congress, in 

New- York." 

A bill of sale of the Pilot-Boat Hampden, made and ex- 
ecuted by, Francis James and William Mussel, to Jacobus 
Van Zandt, and bearing date the 21st November last, was 
filed. 

The Delegates then adjourned until ten o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

Saturday, December 2, 1775. 

Present : Nathaniel Woodhull, Chairman, and Dele- 
gates from the Counties of New-York, Albany, Dutchess, 
Ulster, Westchester, Suffolk, and King's. 

Ordered, That a Letter be addressed to the Committee 
of Richmond County, in the words following: 

New- York, December 2, 1775. 

Gentlemen : A quorum of the Deputies from the Coun- 
ties of New- York, Albany, Dutchess, Ulster, Suffolk, and 
Westchester, have met every day for a fortnight past, with- 
out being able to do any of the publick business, for want 
of a representation of other of the Counties. Orange 
County, by a mistake in their election, have been obliged 
to hold a new election, which has delayed the attendance 
of their members ; but they are daily expected, as are also 
those of the northern Counties. 

I am directed by the members present to request you 
to cause an election to be held, without delay, for Depu- 
ties to represent your County in Provincial Congress, and 
that as many of them as your people please to direct to 
form a quorum be sent as soon as possible. 

The evil consequences that will attend the not having 
the Provincial Congress, to determine on the measures 
necessary to be adopted and carried into execution at this 
unhappy crisis, are more easily conceived than expressed; 
and rest assured, gentlemen, that the neighbouring Colo- 
nies will not remain inactive spectators, if you show a dis- 
position to depart from the Continental union. 

Confusion and disorder, with numberless other evils, you 
must suppose will attend the want of a Congress, for the 
government of this Colony, until a reconciliation with the 
Mother Country can be obtained. 

We beg, gentlemen, you will consider this matter with 
that seriousness which the peace, good order, and liberties 
of your Country require. 

To John Poillon, John Tysen, and Lambert Merrell, of 
the Committee for Richmond County. 

A Letter from Theodqrus Van Wyck, arte of the Dele- 
gates elected to represent the City and County of New- 
York, excusing his non-attendance, was read, as follows, 
viz : 
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"New- York, December 2, 1775. 

" Sir : I have the honour to be elected a member of 
this Congress, but am sorry the publick did not duly con- 
sider my infirmity in respect of my hearing, which renders 
me a very unfit person to discharge that important trust, 
as I am not able to distinguish or understand any argumenis 
or debate, (unless the speakers are very near me,) which 
always gives me extreme pain and uneasiness. I humbly 
beg, therefore, in case of my non-attendance, that the gen- 
tlemen of the Congress will not impute it to any unwil- 
lingness in me to serve; for I can assure them that I am a 
friend to the rights and liberties of my Country, and will 
cheerfully bear my part of the burden, to preserve them 
inviolate, in any thing that I am capable of, or properly 
qualified for. . 

" 1 have the honour to be, Sir, your and their humble 

servant, ..rp, -.r w 

' "Iheodorus Van Wyck. 

" To Colonel Woodhull, President of the Neiv- York Pro- 
vincial Congress." 

A Letter from William Miller, Chairman pro tern, of 
the Committee of White- Plains, dated 22d November last, 
stating the inimical conduct of Jeremiah Travis and Jere- 
miah Travis, Jun., in opposing the measures of Congress, 
and requesting Instructions thereon, was read and filed, and 
is as follows, viz : 

" White-Plains, November 22, 1775. 

" Sir : Jeremiah Travis, Junior, and Jeremiah Travis 
have been brought before the Committee of Westchester 
County. The former was charged with warning a number 
of people to appear at PeeJcskill, and with appearing and 
embodying in arms to oppose the Congress and Commit- 
tee. The latter was charged with instigating a number of 
people to oppose the measures of the Congress and Com- 
mittee, and being the means of embodying a number of 
men in arms at Peekskill, (himself with them,) on the 6th 
instant, to rescue some persons that were taken before the 
Sub-Committee of Cortlandt's Manor. Thirteen of the 
Committee being sworn to try each of the charges, the 
Committee found the Travises severally guilty. But few 
of the people who collected at Peekskill had fire-arms, 
the most being armed with clubs, (which the Committee 
suppose to be a method taken by Jeremiah Travis to evade 
the resolutions of the Congress.) This occasions a doubt 
in some of the Committee, whether the Travises come 
within the meaning of the fourth clause of the resolves of 
the Provincial Congress of the 1st of Sepltmber last past, 
respecting taking up arms; which doubt we should be glad 
to have solved by the honourable Provincial Congress as 
soon as is convenient. If the Congress is of opinion that 
their cases do come within the meaning of the clause 
above mentioned, we pray that a punishment adequate to 
their offence may be speedily inflicted on them, as they 
are both now in custody. Meanwhile, pray an answer 
may be sent as speedy as convenient. 

" I am, Sir, your most bumble servant, 

" By order of the Committee : 

" Wm, Miller, Chairman jiro tern. 
"To the Hon. the President of the Provincial Congress." 

A Letter from Henri/ Remsen, dated November 22, 
1775, to the Committee of the City of New-York, re- 
specting Saltpetre purchased by the desire of the Provin- 



cial Congress, the consideration whereof was referred to 
this Congress, was read and filed. 

Proceedings of a meeting of the Governour and Coun- 
cil of Connecticut, on the 3d of November last; a Letter 
from Governour Trumbull, of the 4 ill of November, and a 
Letter from Adam Babcock, Chairman of the Committee 
of New-Haven, requesting a loan.of Cannon, for the de- 
fence of said Town, and addressed to the Committee of 
the City and County of New- York, and by them referred 
to the consideration of the Provincial Congress, were re- 
ceived and filed, and are as follow, viz : 

"Lebanon, November 4, 1775. 

" Sirs : 1 am desired to write to you, in favour of the 
Town of New-Haven, for the loan of cannon, for the use 
of the Town, in the dangerous situation it is in from the 
Ministerial ships, if they can be spared. Enclosed is a copy 
of the minutes of the vote passed here. Your compliance 
will oblige that Town, and be gratefully acknowledged by 
this Colony. 

" I am, with esteem and regard, Gentlemen, your most 

obedient humble servant, ,, T m 

"Jonathan Lrumbull. 

"To the Hon. Committee of Safety at New- York." 

"New-Haven, November 10, 1775. 

"Sir: The Committee appointed by the Town of New- 
Haven, in pursuance of a recommendation irorn the Go- 
vernour and Council of Safety to pxit this place in a proper 
posture of defence, now apply to you and your honourable 
Committee of Safety for the loan of eighteen pieces of 
heavy cannon, for the defence of this Town. The en- 
closed letter, from his Honour Goveniour_ Trumbull, will 
assure you that the cannon, if lent to us, will be at the 
risk of this Colony, which we hope will remove every ob- 
jection to granting our: request, provided such a measure 
is consistent with your own safety. 

"We request the favour of an early determination and 
answer; and if the gentlemen of the Committee are pleased 
to grant our request, it will be doing an essential service 
to the Town of New- Haven, and will be most gratefully 
acknowledged. If we have your CTjnsent, we will, on re- 
ceipt of your letter expressing that consent, give the neces- 
sary orders for their removal to this place, without giving 
you any further trouble, and LsbalLever esteem ourselves, 
and the Town we represent, under lasting obligations to 
you for this friendly assistance, in this time of our danger; 
and are, with great respect and regard, your most obedi- 
ent and most humble servants, 

"Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee: 
" Henry Remsen, Esq." " Adam Babcock. 

A Letter from John Dennis, Chairman ofthe Commit- 
tee of New-Brunswick, was read and filed, in the words 
following, to wit : 

" City 'of New-Brunswick, November 28, 1775. 

"Sir: By your orders, received per Mr. Abraham 
Clark, 1 sent you six quarter-casks of powder, which is 
all I could collect. The persons I had it from are impa- 
tient, and beg the powder may be returned, as our inhabi- 
tants are destitute of that article. 

"Your assistance will be duly acknowledged by your 

obedient humble servant, „ * V. 

" John Dennis. 

" To P. V. B. Livingston, Esq." 
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PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY. 

At an Assembly held in Philadelphia, on Saturday, the 
14th day of October, Anno Domini 1775, P. M. 

By the Returns of the Sheriffs of the several Counties, 
it appears that the following gentlemen were duly elected 
to serve in Assembly, as Representatives of the Freemen 
of the Province of Pennsylvania, for the ensuing year, 
viz: 

For the County of Philadelphia : John Dickinson, 
Michael Hillegas, George Gray, Thomas Pods, Samuel 
Miles, Joseph Parker, Robert Morris, Jonathan Roberts. 

For the County of Chester : John Morton, Benjamin 
Bartholomew^ James Gibbons, Isaac Pearson, John Jacobs, 
Charles Humphreys, Joseph Pennock, Joseph Pyle. 

For the County of Berks : Edward Biddle, Henry 
Chrcist. 



For the County of Northampton: Peter Kachlein, 
George Taylor. 

For the City of Philadelphia: Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas MiJJlin. 

For the County of Lancaster: Curtis Grubb, Mat- 
thias Slough, George Ross, James Webb. 

For the County of Bedford : Bernard Dougherty. 

For the County of Bucks: William Rodman, John 
Heany, Gerardus Wynkoop, John Foulke, Benjamin 
Chapman, David Twining, John Brown, Thomas Jcnks. 

For the County of York: James Eiving, Michael 
Swoope. .... .,..". 

For the County of Northumberland : Samuel Hun- 
ter. 

For the County of Cumberland : William Allen, John 
Montgomery. 
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For the County of Westmoreland : William Thomp- of the several grants made by this Province to the Crown, 

son. from the year 1755 to the year 1764, inclusive, which were 

A majority of the above gentlemen met this day, pur- to be sunk by taxes, &tc, and report the balances outstand- 

suant to Charter and the Laws of the Province , and a ing, with those in the hands of the Treasurer, that the 

quorum not appearing, they adjourned to Monday next, at House may be ascertained of the sum yet to be raised to 

lour o'clock, P. M. ° complete the said grants. 

A motion being made and seconded, for reappointing the 

Monday, October 16, 1775. Committee of Safety, with an addition of some. new Mem- 

A quorum of the Representatives being met, proceeded, berSj tne sa j d mot i on was referred for consideration till to- 
according to the Charter of the Privileges and the Laws of morrow morning. ~ : 

the Province, to the choice of a Speaker when JohnMor- „ mQ[ . 0r(]ered That Mr . Parker Ml , MikS) 

ton, Esq., was unanimously chosen Speaker of the House m ^^ and Mr ; Dougherty be a Committee to 

for the ensuing year, and placed in the cha.r accordingly. examine the Uw? of ^ p r< f yinc £ and repolt sucb t0 the 

— House as are expired or near expiring, together with the 

Tuesday, October 17, 1775. several matters recommended over by the fate Assembly to 

The Qualification by law appointed to be taken by . tne consideration of this House. 

Members of Assembly, and the Test of Abjuration being A Member nted at the tab l ea Letter from the 

prepared, were then taken and subscribed first by the Continental Congress to the Committee of Safety for this 

Speaker in the chair, and afterwards by the Members pre- Province> enclos f ng certain R eso l ve s of the said Congress, 

sent in their order. passed the 9th and 12th of this instant, which were read 

The House then proceeding, as usual, to the appointment Dv order, and are as they respectively follow, viz : 

of their Officers and Committees for the ensuing year: "Congress Chamber, Octob r 12, 1775. 

Resolved, That Charles Moore be, and he is hereby _ ,, GENTLEms . Tne ent s j tua tion'of affairs renders 

appointed Clerk of this House for the ensuing year; and he {t abaolutel necessary in the opinion f the Congress, for 

took and subscribed the usual qualification accordingly. (he , ection of our liberties and safe[ of onr lives , t0 raise 

Resolved, Thai .Abel £k<m» be, and he is hereby ap- seve ' ra] new Batta]i and therefore -the Congress have 

pointed Assistant Clerk . tpihe House for the ensmng year, CQme jnt0 the enc]osed ResolutionSj which t arn ordered t0 

and he took _an_d subscribed the usual qualification accord- transmit to you. 

ingly. ^ . -V " The Congress have the firmest confidence that, from 

Revived, That William Sheet be^ and he is hereby ap- experienced zeal in this great cause, von will exert 

pointed Sergeant-M-Arros .to this House for the ensuing youf ^^ endeavours t0 carry int o execution, the .said 

year, Resolutions, and raise the Battalion recommended to be 

Resolved^ThH .Andrew •Mctotr be, and he is hereby raised with all possible expedition; 

appointed Dnorkeeper to this House for the ensuing year, „ T he commissions I will fill up with the names of the 

Resolved, That Mr. Miles, Mr. Morris, Mr. Rodman, p ers ons you determine upon, immediately on the receipt of 

and Mr. Pearson, with the Speaker, be a Committee of the list. 

Correspondence for the ensuing year. « I am, Gentlemen, your most obedienLseryant, 

7?esoZoerf, That "Mr. Farfcer, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Twining, "John Hancock, President- 

Mr. Bartholomew, Mr. Humphreys, Mr. Ross, Mr. Ewing, « To the Gentlemen of the Committee of Safety for Penn- 

Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Chreist, Mr. Kachlein, and Mr. . S yl m nia." 

Dougherty, be a Committee of Grievances for the ensuing "I" Congress, Monday, October 9, 1 < ,5. 
yearf and that they have power to send for persons, papers, "On motion made, Resolved, That it be recommended 
and "records, ~as occasions Tequire. to the Convention of New- Jersey, that ii'ey immediately 
Resolved' That Mr. Hillegas, Mr. Gray, Mr. Morris, raise, at the expense of the Continent, tvvo/BaltaJions, con- 
Mr Chapman, and Mr. Pearson, be a Committee to audit listing of eight Companies each, and _ea,ch„Company ot 
and seltfe the accounts of the General Loan-Office of this sixty-eight Privates, and officered with one Captain, one 
Province .and otlier publick accounts of the ensuing year; Lieutenant, one Ensign, four Sergeants, gnd four. Corpo- 
and thai they have full power and authority to send for /m, ^ r, ■ u v j r '""T T7C" V "'„r 
Arsons records; and papers, by the Sergeant-at-Arms to " T1 > at the Privates be enhs ed for a yea^ at the rate of- 
U^HousTSrder that tS said accounts*!* fully adjusted Ave dollars per calendar month, hab e toMdrscjwged at 
and made ready to be laid before the House on the, first ™l .time, °n allowing ; them one month spay ^xtraonhnary. 
day of their meeting in September next. " That each of the Privates be allowed; instead of a 
u.dv ui uiciii c„ of bounty, a felt hat, a pair of shoes, and a pair of yarn stock- 

Resohed, Thai the' Minutes of the Proceedings of this . ^ men (o > fin > their Qwn arm5> 
House Le printed and published weekly being first revised *, That d)e of the officers, for the present, be .the 
by the Committee to.brappointed for that purpose : and game as tha[ of (he officers in the : present Continental 
that the Speaker do appoint the printing thereof, and t.iat Am] ^ Jn ca „ e t , ]e of the Qfficers fa augm( , nted> 
no persons, but such as he shall appoint do presume to tfae ^ y of {he 0fficers - mthei(i Battalions shallin {ike man- 
print the same. ner be augmented, from the time of their engaging' in the 

Resolved, That if any four Members, upon the decision serv j cei » " ~ _ 

of a question, shall desire to have the yeas and nays, with "October "12, 1775. 

the names of the Members, entered on the Journals of the "Resolved, That each Captain and other Commissioned 

House, it shall be. allowed... . Officer, while in the recruiting service of this Continent, or 

Resolved, That Joseph Fox, Esq., be, and he is hereby on their march to join the Army, shall "bVallowed two dol- 

appointed Barrack-Master of the Barracks in the Northern lars and two-thirds of a dollar per weekfor their subsistence; 

Liberties of this City for the ensuing year. and that the men who enlist shall each of them, whilst in 

™, „,.„. „ r.i-n u c quarters, be allowed one dollar per week, and one dollar 

Resolved, That/Mi™ Bowman^ of the Borough of ^ one : third of a dollar when on thek.m arch iff. join the 

Lancaster, be," and he ,s hereby appointed Barrack-Mas- ^ ^ ^ 

ter of the. Barracks jn the said Borough for the ensuing ■-„ ^ ^ p residen [ lran?mit to the.Convention of 

year. Neiv-Jersey blank commissions, to ..be ..filled, up by the said 

Wednesday, October 18, 1775. Convention, to the Captains and subaJterjL officers m, the 

said two Battalions, and that the appointment .ot .the Jb leld- 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. Officers be. for the present suspended, .until ;= the ;Congress 

Mr. Gibbons, this dav appearing, was qualified as usual, sl)a]1 take orc jer o.n.that matter., .:;'_,. 

and took his seat accordingly, « The form of the Enlistment, W'^eja |he, following 

TTnnn motion Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas, Mr. Gray, words, viz: ■>- - t v ^/^-. e 

Mr XS Mr ^Chapman, Mr. Pearson, m. Slough, "'I, , bavetns day voluntarily enlistM.myself as a 

M * Swoove M Montgomery, Mr. Chreist, Mr. Taylor, soldier in the American Contine.ita Army or one. year, 

and M?Tw*he4, bd Committee to state an accqpnt unless sooner discharged, and do bind myself, to conform n, 
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all instances to such rules and regulations as are or shall 
be established for the government of the said Array.' 

"Resolved, That a similar recommendation issue to the 
Assembly or Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, to raise 
one Battalion on the same terms as those ordered to be 
raised in New-Jersey, and to be officered in like manner. 

"Resolved, That the men enlisted be furnished with a 
hunting shirt, not exceeding in value one dollar and one- 
third of a dollar, and a blanket, provided these can be pro- 
cured, but not to be made part of the terms of enlistment." 

" A copy from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

" By order of the Congress : 

" John Hancock, President." 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A Representation and Petition from the Committee of 
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia was presented to 
the House and read, setting forth, that the manufacture of 
Saltpetre has been attempted, under the patronage of the 
said Committee, and that it is now at a stand, for the want 
of a sufficient fund to carry it on ; that the Petitioners, being 
sensible of the vast importance of this article to the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania and the Colopies in general, beg 
leave to recommend to the honourable House to take 
the said manufacture under their patronage. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Upon motion, The Rules of the House for regulating the 
conduct and attendance of the members were read, as usual, 
and agreed to be observed, with the following additional 
Resolves, viz : 

Resolved, That every member absent upon any meeting 
of the House shall be liable to be sent for by the members 
present, at the expense of such absent member. 

Resolved, That every member who shall absent himself 
from the service of the House, without leave from the 
Speaker for so doing, shall be subject to a fine of five Shil- 
lings for every day's absence, unless such member can assign 
to the House a satisfactory reason for the same. 

Resolved, That such members as do not appear at the 
place of meejjng within half an hour after the time appointed 
in the fore and afternoon, shall pay one Shilling; but if a 
quorum be not present at the same time, then each absent 
member shalLpay two Shillings and eighteen Pence for 
every hour's absence after, unless he can show cause to the 
satisfaction of the House, which shall be determined by an 
immediate vote. 

Resolved, upon the question, That Mr. Swoope be, and 
he is hereby appointed to demand and collect all fines in- 
curred by any Breach of the said Rules, for the use of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital. 

Tlje House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing- ' ""'"'' """' : ' ' ' _ ' ' 

Thursday, October 19, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Laws of the 
Province, with the Minutes of the late Assembly, and re- 
port such of the Laws as are expired or near expiring, to- 
gether with the several matters recommended by that As- 
sembly to the consideration of this House, reported, that, 
upon inspection of the said Minutes, they find the late As- 
seinbly left unfinished and referred to their successors the 
several matters following, viz : 

Report of the Committee. 

The respective cases of Richard Taylor, Jacob Muck, 
Alexander Stewart, Richard Ray, Francis Owens, and 
James Mackey, insolvent debtors. 

The Petition from the Board of Commissioners and As- 
sessors of the County of Chester. 

Two Memorials from the Officers of the Military Asso- 
ciation of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia. 

The Memorial from the Committee of Safety. 

And that, upon examining the Laws of the Province, it 
appears to the Committee that the Act intituled "An Act 
for punishing wicked and evil disposed persons going armed 
in disguise, Sic," passed February the 24th, 1770, was 
limited to five years, and from thence to the next sitting of 
Assembly. 

" An Act for the relief of the Poor," passed March 9, 



1771, limited to five years, and from thence to the next 
sitting of Assembly. 

" An Act for regulating and continuing the Nightly 
Watch, &c." passed March the 9th, 1771, limited to five 
years, and from thence to the next sitting of Assembly. 
Submitted to the House by 

Samuel Miles, Isaac Pearson, 
Joseph Parker, Bernard Dougherty. 

October 19, 1775. 

Upon consideration of the foregoing, the Memorial and 
Estimate from the Committee of Safety, with the two Me- 
morials from the Officers of the Military Association of the 
City and Liberties of Philadelphia, were read by order, 
and, after some debate, referred to further consideration. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Letter and 
Resolves from the Continental Congress, presented at the 
table yesterday by a member of the Committee of Safety, 
respecting the appointment of Officers for the new Batta- 
lion proposed to be raised in this Province for the general 
service ; and, after some time spent therein, 

Resolved, That this House will, on Wednesday next, the 
25th instant, receive the applications of such persons as 
shall offer themselves for Commissions in the said Bat- 
talion. : : 

Pursuant to the Resolution of yesterday, the House took 
into consideration the motion for a reappointment of the 
present Committee of Safety, with the addition of some new 
members, and approving the persons proposed. 

Resolved, That' Benjamin Franklin, John Dickinson, 
George Gray, Samuel Miles, Robert Morris, Benjamin 
Bartholomew, George Ross, Michael Swoope, John Mont- 
gomery, Edward Biddl.e, George Taylor, Bernard Dougli- 
erty, Samuel Hunter, Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwulla- 
der, Andrew Allen, Joseph Read, Owen Bjddle, Htriry 
Wynkoop, Anthony Wayne, Francis Johnston, Richard 
Reily, Nicholas Fairlamb, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., Robert White, George Clymer, Samuel 
Howell, Merchant, Alexander Wilcox, John Nixon, James 
Meas, and James Biddle, Gentlemen, be, and they are here- 
by appointed a Committee of Safety for this Province, 
during the ensuing year. 

Resolved, That any seven or more of ihe said Commit- 
tee, with the President, or, in his absence, the Vice-Presi- 
dent, be a Board for transacting any business that may 
properly come before them. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P.JVf. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Petition 
from the Committee of the City and Liberties of Phila- 
delphia, respecting the manufacture of Saltpetre in this 
Province, and, after a debate of some length, 

Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas, W. Gray, Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Brown, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Slough, Mr. Swoope, Mr. 
Montgomery, Mr. Chreist, Mr. Kachlpn, and Mr. Dough- 
erty, be a Committee to inquire and report to the House 
what progress has been made in the mamrfacturing of Salt- 
petre in the City of Philadelphia, what sum is required to 
prosecute this business to effect, and whether it be expe- 
dient to encourage making the said article in a more gene- 
ral way, among people in different parts of the country, by 
advancing the price already offered, or by any "olher proba- 
ble means not hitherto attempted in tbisIProvince. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 



Friday, October 30, 1 775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Petition from the Committee of the City and Liber- 
ties of Philadelphia was presented to the House and read, 
setting forth that the honourable the Continental Congress 
has recommended to the inhabitants of all the United En- 
glish Colonies in North- America, that all able-bodied, ef- 
fective men, between sixteen and fifty years of age, imme- 
diately form themselves into regular Companies of Militia, 
&c; and that although a considerable number of the free- 
men of this Province had, before the said recommendation, 
associated for the purpose of defence against all invaders, 
yet the said recommendation has not been fully complied 
with, and, in our opinion, it is beconre absolutely neces- 
sary that general regulations should be made to take place 



1769 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1770 



throughout the Province. That this honourable House be- 
ing the body from whom the people most earnestly wish to 
receive the regulations which are become so indispensably 
necessary, the petitioners do most earnestly pray that this 
honourable House will recommend to the inhabitants of this 
Province such military regulations as, in their wisdom, they 
shall think will carry the said recommendation of the ho- 
nourable Continental Congress effectually into execution. 
That the petitioners, being sensible "there are some people, 
who, from religious principles, cannot bear arms in any 
case," wish not to do " violence to their consciences ;" but, 
as by the exertions of the Associators, the liberty, property, 
and lives of those people will be equally defended with 
their own, (without any danger to the lives, liberty, or pro- 
perty of the said people,) the petitioners further pray that 
the term's of exemption may be adequate to the dangers, 
loss of time, and expense incurred to those who shall asso- 
ciate undent he proposed regulations. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Committee appointed to report to the House a state 
of the several grants made by this Province to the Crown, 
from the year 1755 to the year 1764, and the sum remain- 
ing to be raised to complete the said grants, presented to 
the Chair a Report thereon, in writing, which was read by 
order. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That this House will resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House on Tuesday 
next, the 24th instant, to take into their consideration the 
present critical state of this Province. 

The Petition of George Jacob Housman, an insolvent 
debtor in the Jail of Philadelphia, was, on motion, again 
read, and referred, with the several Insolvent Petitions re- 
commended oyer by the late Assembly, to the Committee 
of Grievances, for inquiry. 

Upon motion, the House took into consideration part of 
the Memorial from the Committee of Safety, recommend- 
ing the appointment of a Commodore or Commander-in- 
Chief of the Armed Boats provided for the defence of this 
City and River, and, after some time spent therein, 

Resolved, That it is their opinion such an officer is at 
this time necessary, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Safety to consider of and report to the House a 
person proper for the service. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

A motion was made and seconded for appointing a Com- 
mittee to prepare and bring in a bill for preventing tumults 
and riotous assemblies, &c; and, after some debate there- 
on, was postponed for further consideration. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing- _ 

Saturday, October 21, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Petitionfrom the Committee of the Privates of the 
Association of the City of Philadelphia and its Districts 
was presented to the House and read, setting forth that the 
Petitioners Jiave Jived to see the unhappy time when the 
liberties of A meri ca must be finally lost, unless preserved 
by arming the inhabitants thereof in their defence. That 
the strength and power of the enemy, and the determined 
spirit with which the war is likely to be prosecuted, render 
the utmost efforts of this, as well as of the rest of the Uni- 
ted English Colonies, absolutely necessary. That the Pe- 
titioners do therefore humbly pray the honourable House, 
in their wisdom, to recommend to their constituents some 
general plan of a militia law, which shall equally extend 
to all the good people of this Province ; and that any in- 
dulgence which may be thought necessary to be granted 
by the House, to any freeman of the Province, may be 
equally open to all, and granted on such terms as the 
House may think adequate to the many difficult and dan- 
gerous services of those who are willing to hazard their 
lives and fortunes in defence of their Country ; that this, 
the Petitioners are persuaded, would give such general 
satis-faction to those who have already associated, that 
they would cheerfully exert their utmost abilities in the ser- 
vice of their Country. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 



The House adjourned to Monday next, at four o'clock, 
P. M. _ 

Monday, October 23, 1775. 

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-five Members, met pursuant 
to adjournment ; and a quorum not appearing, they ad- 
journed to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, October 24, 1775. 

A quorum met pursuant to the adjournment of last night. 

Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Pyle, this day appearing in the 
House for the first time since their election, were qualified 
as usual, and took their seats accordingly. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson be added 
to the Committee of Correspondence, and Mr. Miles to 
the Committee of Accounts. 

The order of Friday last, for resolving the House into a 
Committee of the Whole House on this day, to consider 
the present critical state of the Province, being called for, 
was read by order, and the execution thereof postponed 
to Thursday next, the 26th instant. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Wednesday, October 25, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Jacobs, this day appearing in the House for the first 
time since his election, was qualified as usual, and took his 
seal accordingly. 

Pursuant to the Resolution of Thursday last, a number 
of applications for Captain's, Lieutenant's, and Ensign's 
commissions, in the new Battalion to be raised in the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, were this day received by the House, 
with the respective recommendations produced in favour of 
the applicants, which were severally read, and referred to 
the afternoon for consideration. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The House resumed the consideration of the several Pe- 
titions and applications, presented in the forenoon, for Cap- 
tains' commissions in the new Battalion ; and, after some 
time spent therein, 

Resolved, That William Allen, Jun., Jonathan Jones, 
William Williams, Josiah Harman, Marien Lamar, Tho- 
mas Dorsey, William Jenkins, and Augustine Willet, be, 
and they are hereby appointed Captains in the said Bat- 
talion, and recommended to the honourable Continental 
Congress for commissions accordingly. 

A Memorial from the Committee chosen by the Free- 
holders of the Counties of Northumberland and Northamp- 
ton, to solicit assistance, and devise means for keeping the 
peace of the said Counties, and defending them against 
the Connecticut intruders, was presented to the House, 
read, and is as follows, viz : 

" To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen 
of the Province of Pennsylvania, in General Assem- 
bly met. 

"The Memorial of the Subscribers, being a Committee 
chosen by the Freeholders of the Counties of North- 
umberland and Northampton, to solicit assistance, 
and devise means for keeping the peace of the said Coun- 
ties, and defending them against the Connecticut in- 
truders, sheweth : 

" That the late House of Assembly, taking into con- 
sideration ' the intrusion of a number of people into this 
Province, under a pretended claim of the Colony of Con- 
necticut, to the great annoyance of the good people of this 
Province, did specially direct their Delegates to lay the 
same before the Congress, with the mischievous tendency 
the pursuing such measures will have, and to procure the 
aid of Congress to quiet the minds of the good people of 
this Province, and prevent further intrusions and extension 
of settlements under the said claim, until the matter shall 
be determined by the King in Council, to whom both sides 
have submitted the dispute.' 

" That the honourable Congress were pleased to appoint 
five of their body as a Committee to hear the parties, and 
to devise some effectual means for answering the aforesaid 
purposes j and the said Committee, being attended by your 
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Memorialists on the part of the freeholders of the Counties 
of Northumberland and Northampton, and by the Connec- 
ticut Delegates in behalf of the claimants and intruders 
from that Colony, did condescend, with great patience and 
candour, to hear what was offered on each side, declaring, 
that as it was not the intention of the Congress to take 
upon them the decision of any matters touching the merits 
of the controversy, it would be sufficient for the parties to 
confine themselves to such points only as might enable the 
said Committee to answer the purposes of their appoint- 
ment, namely, to ' devise some way by which the recom- 
mendation and authority of Congress may be reasonably 
interposed for keeping the peace till a decision of this mat- 
ter, agreeable to the aforesaid request of Assembly.' 

" Wherefore, waiving the principal arguments touching 
the merits of the controversy, and particularly the settle- 
ment of the western bounds of Connecticut, under a royal 
commissioTrin 1664, then solemnly assented to and accept- 
ed by themselves, and, since that, adjudged absolute and 
final in several instances, (as we doubt not it will in the 
present,) we say, waiving these points, your memorialists 
insisted on the following, viz : 

" That, were it even possible for the Connecticut claim 
to derive the least support from the charter, they have pro- 
secuted it in an unwarrantable and riotous manner, holding 
their present possessions only by forcible entry and unjust 
depredations upon the property of the good people of this 
Province. 

" That, near fifty years ago, all that part of Delaware 
which they now claim, from forty-one degrees upwards, was 
settled by Pennsylvania as far as then purchased from the 
Indians; and the settlements still extended farther, as new 
purchases were made, without any claim made known or 
interruption offered on the part of Connecticut. 

" That their claim is a novel thing, or at least was not 
heard of jyiiong Pennsylvanians till a little before the In- 
dian treaty ancTCongress at Albany, in 1754, and was hard- 
ly considered by any body as a serious thing, till at that 
treaty it w5s made known that they were privately dealing 
with the Indians, by twos and threes at a time, at the 
house of one Lydius, for some lands on Susquehannah. 

'■' That the deed (if any) signed by the Indians at that 
time, was not obtained, as usual, from their chiefs in pub- 
lick council or treaty, but privately, and through the per- 
suasion of lire sfidjjydius ; and also contrary to the laws 
of Connecticut itselffwhich prohibits all purchases from the 
Indians, without leave of their General Court. 

"That iT the said pretended deed was not void on the 
foregoing account, it is absolutely so for the following 
reasons: 

"First. Because, at a solemn. treaty held .between the; 
Governounof Pennsylvania and the Indians, October the 
25th, 1736, in a deed for the lands from the mouth of Sus- 
guehannah ap to the mountains, the Indians made a further 
covenant and declaration of trust, in the words following : 
'That neither they, nor any in authority in their nations, 
would at any time bargain, sell, grant, or by any means 
make over to any person or persons whatsoever, whether 
white men or Indians, other than the proprietors of Penn- 
sylvania, children of William Penn, or to persons by them 
authorized and appointed to agree for and "receive the same, 
any lands wTthjn the limits of Pennsylvania, asit is hound- 
ed northwarcrby Nero- York ; but when we are willing to 
dispose of any further rights to lands within the said limits 
of Pennsylvania, we will dispose of them to the said Wil- 
liam Penn'j childjgn, and no other.' And the considera- 
tion mentioned by the Indians, as inducing them to make 
this deed and declaration, was the upright conduct of Wil- 
liam Penn, who, although he had, in the year 1696, pur- 
chased the Susquehannah lands, within the northern part 
of his charter, from Governour Dungan, who had pur- 
chased them for him (the said William Penn) in 1683, yet 
was willing to pay the Indians over again, as he had occa- 
sion to settle them. t 

" That on the 6th day o(July, 1754, in a publick coun- 
cil at Albany, "Colonel Johnson and the Commissioners or 
Delegates of all the neighbouring Provinces being present, 
the Indimxs .gave a deed to the proprietors of Pennsylva- 
nia for another parcel of the Susquehannah lands, from the 
Mountains nearly up to the Forks, including also a great 
part of the lands jin Delaware, now claimed by Connecti T 



cut, but declared they would hot yet sell the Shamolcin 
and Wyoming lands, but reserve them for their hunting 
grounds; and appointed/oAn Shicka!amy,a noted chief, to 
live on them, and prevent any settlements of white people. 
" But it being then suggested to the Indians that some 
private persons were endeavouring to obtain, deeds from 
some of their people for part of these lands, and the afore- 
said deed of 1763 being shown to them, by which they 
declare that they held the said lands in trust, to be disposed 
of only to the children of William Penn, they did accord- 
ingly "(the 9th day of July, 1754) signand execute an en- 
dorsement on the back of the deed of 1736, ' for them- 
selves, their children, and children's children, confirming, 
ratifying, and holding good the same, covenanting, promi- 
sing, and engaging, to and with Thomas and Richard Penu, 
Esquires, that neither they nor any under their authority 
should sell, grant, or convey to any other than the said 
Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, their heirs and assigns, 
any lands within the limits of their Province.' &c. 
; " That on the 9th day of the said month of July, 1754, 
the Commissioners of the Colonies met in Congress, drew' 
up a state to be laid before His i Majesty, and° as if fore- 
seeing the evil consequences that would ensue from private 
purchases of lands from the Jndhns L and jhe .exorbitant 
and unwieldly claims of some Northern Colonies, under 
their charters, agreed to the following articles, viz: 

_ " 'First. That all future purchases of lands from the In- 
dians be void, unlessuiade by the Government where such 
lands lie, and from the Indians in a.body, in iheir publick 

councils. : 

" 'Second. That the bounds,ofihose Colonies which ex- 
tend to the South Sea be contracted and limited by the Al- 
leghany or Appalachian Mountains, and measures be taken 
for settling, from time to time, Colonies of His Majesty's 
Protestant subjects westward of said mountains, in proper 
cantons.' 

"That the pretended J/t</tan"deed, "to some persons in Con- 
necticut, being posterior to all this, and dated July 11, 1754, 
must, in every sense and view, he fraudulent and void. It 
must be void, because the Indians could not convey that 
on July 11, to any other persons; which theyhad twice. be- 
fore declared they held in trust, to be conveyed only to the 
proprietaries of Pennsylvania. Jt> fraudulent, not only 
as being obtained privately, Contrary to a resolution of the 
Colonics in Congress, made two days before, with the 
assent of Commissioners from Connecticut itself, but also 
^LeWnding beyond .the mountains, which they had agreed 
should limit all Colonies claiming to the South Sca.° 
^ "That the Connecticut claiman'ts, .no doubt, conscious of 
the weight of these reasons, did not pretend to mnke any 
settlement under their oyv'n'charterj'or the said pretended 
Indian purchase, but 'thought "proper to "petition His Ma- 
jesty^' that it might be his royal pleasure not to extend the 
old Colony, hut to grant them the said lands to erect and 
settle thereon a new Colony, instich form and under such 
regulations as might be consistent with his royaf wisdom.' 
"That failing in this application, (as it might be justly 
expected His Majesty would not grant those lands a se- 
cond time, which were before granted to Mlliam Penn,) 
they recurred to their pretended iw^Wpurchase, and set 
up their charter claim,, but" nRverTlurst settle anV of the 
lands in their own right, till they were' first purchased by 
the proprietaries of Pennsylvania, in November, 1168, at 
which time the Indians, in publick council, solemnly denied 
ever having made any sale of the lands in question to the 
perjple of Connecticut, as the Six Nations had before dis- 
claimed the same, by the Sachem Hcndrick and other chiefs 
sent to Philadelphia for that purpose in January, 1755. 

" That the Connecticut claimants were not only thus pre- 
vented by the Indians from settling under their own pre- 
tended purchase, and obliged to wait till they could come 
in under the purchase of Pennsylvania, but even now dare 
not settle one foot of their said purchase, which reaches 
over or beyond the Pennsylvania-purchase ; and that, upon 
the whole, they had intruded themselves into this Province 
without any shadow of right, and "hold their present pos- 
sessions by forcible entry and invasions of the property of 

persons holding under this Province. In proof of which 

yowmiemorialists produced numbers of affidavits and other 
vouchers, setting forth their first intrusion and attempt" to 
dispossess Mr. Ogdeu and other settlers of Wyoming, in 
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February, 1769; their being twice taken by the Sheriff of 
Northampton, and defeated in their designs; their escapes 
from prison and bail ; breach of their faith ; returning again 
to the lands, and taking to their assistance fugitives from 
the justice of this Province, till at length they succeeded 
in their present lodgement at the said Wyoming, a place 
within the undoubted charter limits of this Province, and 
to which its laws and jurisdiction were actually extended 
by our Legislature, long before any act of the Colony of 
Connecticut for that purpose. 

" That die peace of the Province has for several years 
past been constantly interrupted by these intruders, and 
endeavouring to extend their settlements, and to draw off 
our inhabitants to their party by every undue means in 
their power; tempting some of the lowest of them with 
offers of commissions, civil and military ; and others, par- 
ticularly those who hold as tenants, to become landlords 
themselves, by offers of the lands on easier terms than 
those of Pennsylvania. 

" That their late attempt to extend themselves westward 
at least fifty miles, from Wyoming, to the west branch, of 
Susquehannah, was attended with the most provoking 
ciicumslances of treachery, as well as want of sympathy 
for the distresses of their Country, or regard for publick 
union. Be_cause, in May last, after actual hostilities had 
commenceiLJjeUveen (4- re at Britain and the Colonies, the 
Assembly. of Connecticut made a new law, extending their 
jurisdiction to the said west branch of Susquehannah, and 
thereby exciting their people to make further intrusions 
upon us, which was most ungenerously attempted by them, 
in an hostile manner, the latter end. of September last, in 
open disregard of the injunctions of the Continental Con- 
gress, at a time when they thought our people were least 
expecting them, and least prepared, to receive them ; many 
of the best men of the County being absent in the pub- 
lick service, as riflemen. 

" That upon this state of the matter, and in the present 
temper of the frontier inhabitants of this Province, whose 
minds are so justly inflamed against those intruders, as a 
set of men who have made repeated attacks on their pro- 
perty, and to whose future engagements no faith can be 
due, your memorialists took the liberty to suggest to the 
worthy Committee of Congress their apprehensions that 
the said frontier inhabitants, now considering themselves 
under the necessity of repelling force by force, can be no 
way quieted, or the publick peace preserved, ' but by those 
Connecticut people yielding up the lands of which they 
have taken foicible.poss_e_ssion, and retiring within their old 
bounds east of New- York, there patiently to wait the de- 
cision of .the. .controversy by that authority to which both 
sides have submitted, and which may soon be expected.' 

" The reply made to these arguments appeared to us too 
evasive and inconclusive to trouble your honourable House 
with a recital of them. Upon the whole, instead of ac- 
quiescing in our proposal to withdraw these intruders, the 
Connecticut Delegates gave in the following written pro- 
posal, calculated, under the sanction of the Congress, if it 
could be had, to obtain for their people a still stronger es- 
tablishment in a tract of land almost as large as all Connec- 
ticut; thereby delivering them the quiet possession and use 
of lands, honestly purchased and paid for, to an immense 
value, by multitudes of good people belonging to all parts 
of our Province. 

" Form of a Resolution of Congress proposed by the Con- 
necticut Delegates. 

" < Whereas it is represented to this Congress, that some 
disturbances have lately happened among the people in- 
habiting the lands in controversy between the Colony of 
Connecticut and the proprietors of the Colony of Pennsyl- 
vania, which, unless speedily quieted, may interrupt the 
harmony and weaken the union of the confederated Colo- 
nies, when their united efforts are necessary for the defence 
of their common rights and liberties; and that the peace 
of said inhabitants cannot be preserved, nor offenders duly 
punished there, by the civil authority of the Colonies of 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania, or either of them, by rea- 
son of their interfering claims of jurisdiction ; and the As- 
sembly of the Colony of Pennsylvania and the Delegates 
of the Colony of Connecticut have requested the interpo- 
sition and advice of the Congress in the premises: 

" ' Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Congress, it is ex- 



pedient, for preserving the peace of said Colonies, that a 
temporary line of jurisdiction be fixed between them ; and 
therefore recommend for the present, and until there shall 
be a legal settlement of said controversy, or some other re- 
gulation established, that the Colony of Connecticut con- 
fine the exercise of its jurisdiction (at the place in contro- 
versy) to that part of a Township incorporated by the As- 
sembly of that Colony by the name of Westmoreland, that 
lie th east of a meridian line beginning at latitude forty-one 
degrees north, at the distance of fifteen English miles west 
from the east branch of Susquehannah River, and from 
thence running north to the north line of the lands in con- 
troversy ; and that the Colony of Pennsylvania forbear to 
exercise jurisdiction within those limits, unless the south 
limit of said Town include any of the inhabitants who set- 
tled and hold under the claim of the proprietors of Penn- 
sylvania ; that then those inhabitants remain under the juris- 
diction of Pennsylvania, and that all the inhabitants on said 
controverted lands be suffered peaceably to occupy the 
lands now in their actual possession. 

" ' Provided, nevertheless, That nothing contained in this 
temporary provision shall any way affect or prejudice the 
legal title or claim of either party to any of the said lands. 
And it is further recommended, that all persons who have 
been arrested only for attempting to enter upon and take 
possession of any of the vacant or uncultivated lands in 
controversy, be forthwith released, and that all their effects 
be restored to them. And that, for the future, all concerned 
carefully avoid whatever may tend to disturb the peace or 
interrupt the harmony and friendship that ought at all times, 
and more especially the present, to subsist among all true 
lovers of their Country.' ....'_ 

. " On the foregoing proposal it was observed, first, "by your 
memorialists, that the bounds pointed out. would extend the 
jurisdiction of Connecticut not only over the Wyoming lands, 
and fifteen miles west of Susquehannah, but also eastward 
to Delaware, over the Minisiuk and other lands settled and 
governed under Pennsylvania for fifty years past. They 
further observed an affected obscurity, and the use of am- 
biguous words in the proposal, where it ought to have been 
explicit and clear: as, for example, a temporary line of ju- 
risdiction is proposed, ' until there shall be a legal settle- 
ment of the controversy.' But when they were asked 
what they meant by a legal settlement, and whether the 
expected determination by the King in Council would be 
acquiesced in by them as such, no decisive reply was ob- 
tained, but rather a suggestion that they would not consi- 
der such determination as final in their case. The like 
ambiguity was observed with respect to the w 7 ords, 'actual 
possession,' they affecting to consider all lands on which 
no persons live, as vacant and free for their people to sit 
down upon ; and we considering all lands for which wo 
have paid, and which have been surveyed off to us, as our 
actual possession, which no man has a right to enter upon 
without our leave, whether we occupy them or not. And 
as to a temporary line of jurisdiction, your memorialists de- 
clared it to be a matter which they could, neither. consent 
to nor have any concern in advising, for the following rea- 
sons: 

"First. Because the Legislature of this. Province did 
extend its jurisdiction over the whole lands in controversy 
long before the Colony of Connecticut madeany act for the 
like purpose, and therefore that jurisdiction can neither be 
suspended or limited, but by the Legislature of this Pro- 
vince itself, or by the general consent of those interested. 

'• Secondly. Bjcause such general consent can never be 
expected. For wherever such temporary line may be fixed, 
it must give dissatisfaction to multitudes, and sacrifice (at 
least for a time) the property of one part of the Country 
for the peace or convenience of the other. 

" Thirdly. Because application being heretofore made, 
on the part of Connecticut, to the honourable proprietaries 
of Pennsylvania, for such temporary line, they refused to 
consent to the same, considering that it would be injurious 
to their cause, and an admission that the lines of Connect 
ticut, settled more than an hundred years ago east of New* 
York, could now extend west of the same, and approach 
those of Pennsylvania. 

"Fourthly. Because it seems evidently intended, by the 
proposing such temporary lines, to give those Connecticut 
intruders an opportunity of introducing still greater num- 



1775 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1776 



bers of their people, and rendering themselves so strong 
as to be able to dispute the possession, whatever may be 
determined respecting the merits of the controversy. And 
that, on the whole, a temporary line, being involved in such 
difficulty, affecting not only the rights and estate of the 
honourable proprietaries of this Province, but of multi- 
tudes within it, and which, however determined, must ruin 
and give dissatisfaction to many, your memorialists could 
not but think it a matter in which it would be wrong even 
to wish the interposition of Congress, all whose recom- 
mendations should be received with reverence, and without 
murmuring ; and that, therefore, some other mode should 
be agreed upon, in order to be strengthened by the recom- 
mendation of Congress: Either, First, That those intru- 
ders who have so justly alarmed their neighbours should 
withdraw, as originally proposed to the Committee of Con- 
gress by your memorialists; or, Secondly, That a plan should 
be devised for preventing their further extension of settle- 
ments, the introducing any more of their people, or any 
way molesting the inhabitants of this Province in their 
persons or property, till a determination of the controversy 
by the King in Council, with some proper security that they 
wiU.abiaVby that determination, and in the mean time sub- 
mit to the laws of Pennsylvania. But, on a matter of so 
great weight and concern to the Province in general, we 
declare, further, that we wished to take the advice of your 
honourable House. 

-" Being therefore convinced that any accommodation by 
means of _a temporary line is an idea never entertained by 
the late or present House, we pray you would take the 
premises under your wise consideration, and advise us 
whether, tlie peace of this Province can be best preserved 
by the first or second of the above propositions, or whether 
any other plan might be more agreeable to you ; and as the 
settlement, as ra well_ as execution of any plan of this kind 
may be attended with difficulties and delays, of which these 
intruders, rnay wish to take advantage as usual, we further 
pray that the inhabitants of the said two Counties of North- 
umberland and Northampton may in the mean time be duly 
strengthened and supported, for the defence of their pro- 
perty against all such invasions and insidious attempts as 
that lately made upon them ; and your memorialists shall 
pray, Sic. 

" William Smith, 

" Henry Kefpele, Jun. 

"Tench Francis, 

" William Sitgreaves, 

" Robert Harris, 

"October 25, 1775." 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing- _ 

, . ... Thursday, October 26, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment; and, upon 
motion, resumed* the consideration of the Memorial from 
the Committee chosen by the Counties of Northumberland 
and Northampton, to solicit assistance, and devise means 
for keeping the peace of the said Counties, and defending 
them against the Connecticut intruders ; and, after some time 
spent therein, 

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Morris, Mr. Hod- 
man, Me. .Bartholomew, Mr. Ross, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Chreist, Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Dougherty, be 
a Committee to consider the contents of the said Memo- 
rial, and report thereon to the House. 

A Memorial and Remonstrance from the Committee of 
Chester County was presented to the House and read, 
setting forth, that the Memorialists, animated with a fer- 
vent desire of conveying to their posterity, unsullied and 
inviolate, those inestimable privileges which their ancestors 
hardly earned with much loss of blood and treasure, and 
being fully sensible that a regular system has long since 
been formed by an infatuated Ministry, and now carrying 
into execution, to deprive us of those privileges, and sub- 
jugate this devoted Country, beg leave to represent to the 
honourable House the present weak and defenceless situa- 
tion of this Country ; that the House are too well acquaint- 
ed with the inconveniences under which the Memorialists 
labour, to require a minute detail of them ; let it suffice, 
the County of Chester is, in the present unnatural contest, 
the frontier Coup ty in this Province on the River Dela- 
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ware, and consequently subject to the attacks of armed 
vessels, parties of Marines, Sic, who may easily cany off 
our live stock to support the Ministerial Troops, effect the 
destruction of the Borough of Chester, (and thereby the 
destruction of all our publick records) Marcus Hook, and 
every other building or improvement on the river below 
the chevaux-de-frise ; that, pursuant to a resolve of the 
honourable House, of the 30th of June, five hundred stand 
of arms, and the other necessary accoutrements, are at this 
time nearly completed for the use of the Minute-men, who 
hold themselves in readiness to enter upon their necessary 
service as soon as the House will grant them that encour- 
agement which they are naturally led to expect, and with- 
out which it is conceived they can never be obtained ; that 
the Memorialists beg leave to acquaint the House that 
there are five Battalions in the said County, each of which 
has agreed to furnish one hundred men, which will com- 
plete the number of Minute-men required, who, having 
their all within the said County, and surrounded by the 
tenderest connexions, will naturally exert their utmost 
vigour in its defence, which in effect will be a protection to 
the City of Philadelphia, and the other parts of the Pro- 
vince ; that the Memorialists further beg leave to represent, 
that, notwithstanding the honourable Continental Congress 
recommended a General Association of all able-bodied men, 
from sixteen to fifty years of age, yet great numbers have 
neglected or refused to associate, many of whom are men 
of considerable property and influence ; which neglect or 
refusal hath an evident tendency to discourage the present 
Associators, by inducing them to believe that the burden 
will chiefly fall on them; that as the cause is of general 
concern, the necessary waste of time attending their pre- 
paration for defence, or an equivalent thereto, should like- 
wise be general ; that there are many persons zealous in 
the cause of liberty, who would cheerfully associate, but 
are destitute of arms and ammunition, and totally unable 
to procure them ; that, under the present circumstances of 
the Association, the Memorialists apprehend no proper 
subordination can take place, nor effectual service be ren- 
dered to the publick; that the Memorialists having thus 
stated a few of the inconveniences to which this County 
and the present Association are subject, they confide in (he 
wisdom and integrity of the honourable House for such 
relief as the premises may require. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded in the choice and nomination of 
Officers for the new Batlalion to be raised in this Province, 
when Benjamin Davis, Samuel Watson, Jacob Ashmead, 
Peter Hughes, Ad am Hubley , John Reece, Frederick Blan- 
kenhirg, and Richard Standley, were appointed Lieuten- 
ants in the said Battalion, and recommended to the Con- 
tinental Congress to be commissioned accordingly. 

Upon motion, the Order of the House to resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House on this day, was 
again read, and further postponed till ten o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning. 

The House then adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The House took into consideration the several applica- 
tions produced at the table for Ensigns' Commissions in the 
new Battalion, and having examined the respective vouchers 
of the candidates, 

Resolved, That Roger Steiner, Philip Clumburg, Jun., 
Jacob Zeigler, George Jenkins, Christian Staddh, Tho- 
mas Ryerson, William Moore, and Amos Wilkinson, be, 
and they are hereby appointed Ensigns in the said Batta- 
lion, and recommended to the honourable Continental Con- 
gress to be commissioned accordingly. 

A Memorial and Petition from the Officers of the four 
Battalions associated in the County of Philadelphia for 
defence of American liberty, was presented to the House, 
and read, setting forth, that the Memorialists, purely wiih a 
view to serve their Country's cause, have freely given much 
time to perfect themselves, and the men they have been 
chosen to command in military exercises, and have incurred 
an expense for drums and colours, and the payment of Ad- 
jutants, Fuglemen, Sergeants, Drummers, Filers, &c; that 
some of the Petitioners have exerted their utmost endea- 
vours to procure sufficient Arms and Accoutrements, which 
were put into the hands of such able-bodied men under 
their command, whose circumstances did not permit to pay 
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for themselves; that the Petitioners beg leave to present 
just accounts of expenditures, and to place reliance on the 
wisdom and justice of the honourable House for reim- 
bursement of the past, and provision for future necessary 
expenses. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A Petition from divers languishing Debtors in the Jail 
of this City was presented to the House and read, setting 
forth, that they are subjected to great inconveniences and 
hardships, from their friends and families having been of 
late debarred access to them, and praying relief. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A Petition from Christopher Tully was presented to the 
House and read, setting forth, that he is the first person 
who perfected and introduced in this Province a machine 
for spinning, twenty-four threads at once by one man or 
woman, with the same facility and despatch as a single 
thread can be spun on a common wheel ; and it being the 
first of the kind made here, the Petitioner lost a great deal 
of time, and was at extraordinary expense in completing 
it ; that the Petitioner has also engraved the figure of the 
said machine for the Pennsylvania Magazine, and with it a 
description of every part, in so particular a manner that any 
workmajLjiiay: make : one by the engraved plate and the 
description; whence it is possible this very useful inven- 
tion may soon become as common here as in England, 
which cannot but be a great advantage to the industrious 
part of the people in this Country, and the publick in 
general ; that if the honourable House should therefore 
think the Petitioner deserving of any gratuity for his trou- 
ble and expense in perfecting and publishing the said ma- 
chine) it will be gratefully received and acknowledged by 
him. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Friday, October. 27, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Memorial of 
the Committee chosen by the Freeholders of the Counties 
of Northumberland and Northampton, to solicit assistance, 
and devise means for keeping [he peace of the said Coun- 
ties, and defending them against the Connecticut intruders, 
reported, " that they had taken the said Memorial into their 
serious consideration, and are satisfied that the matters and 
things therein represented are justly stated, and deserve the 
attention of the House." 

Ordered, That the above Report be taken into consider- 
ation in the afternoon. 

The Order of yesterday, for the House to resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House at ten o'clock, this 
morning, was read by order, and postponed to Tuesday next. 

A Committee from the Meeting of Representatives of 
the people called Quakers, this day waited on the House, 
and, being admitted, presented an Address in behalf of that 
Society, which being read by one of the Committee, they 
withdrew, and the said Address follows, in these words, viz : 
" To the Representatives of the Freemen of the Province 

of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met. 

" The Address of the People called Quakers respectfully 

shewcth : 

" That we have with deep concern and affliction consi- 
dered the sorrowful alteration in the state of this once 
peaceful Province ; and the present conjuncture appearing 
to us the most critical and important ever known among 
us, we request our address to you at this time may obtain 
your serious, weighty, and deliberate consideration. 

" We observe by the minutes of your proceedings, and 
the copy of a petition with which you have favoured us, 
that several memorials <fnd petitions have been presented 
to you, by divers inhabitants, chiefly of the City and Liber- 
ties of Philadelphia, the consideration of which hath so 
weighty impressed our minds, that we apprehend we shall 
fall short of our duty to ourselves, to our Country, and to 
posterity, if we do not express our concern on the endea- 
vours used to induce you to enter into measures so mani- 
festly repugnant to the laws and Charter of this Province, 
and which, if enforced, must subvert that most essential of 
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all privileges, liberty of conscience, and we apprehend will 
not only increase the publick distresses, but occasion grievous 
sufferings to many conscientious people, of divers religious 
denominations. 

" It is well known, that for above one hundred years 
past, we, as a religious society, have declared to the world 
that we could not, for conscience sake, bear arms, nor be 
concerned in warlike preparations, either by personal ser- 
vice or by paying any fines, penalties, or assessments im- 
posed in consideration of our exemption from such ser- 
vices. 

" That for many years after becoming a distinct religious 
society, our ancestors suffered many grievous persecutions 
and oppressions for adhering to these our religious princi- 
ples, which we are convinced are founded on the example 
and express injunction of Christ, our Lord and Lawgiver. 

" That in expectation of being entirely relieved from 
the divers oppressions to which they were subjected on this 
and other accounts, and of enjoying perfect liberty of ser- 
ving God, and of walking before him in the way and man- 
ner they believe to be most agreeable to him, our ancestors 
were induced to leave their native land, and encounter the 
dangers and difficulties o.f settling this, then a wilderness; 
and although they were assured that our honourable pro- 
prietor, William Penn, was united with them in religious 
profession and principles, yet, in order to secure this ines- 
timable privilege of liberty of conscience to themselves 
and their posterity in the fullest manner they could, before 
they came from their native land, they entered into a so- 
lemn contract with him for this purpose, as appears by the 
thirty-fifth section of laws, agreed upon in England, the 
fifth day of the third month, 1682, in the following words, 
viz : 

" ' That all persons living in the Province, who confess 
and acknowledge the one Almighty and Eternal God to be 
the Creator, Upholder, and Ruler of the world, and that 
hold themselves obliged in conscience to live peaceably 
and justly in civil society, shall in no wise be molested or 
prejudiced for their religious persuasion or practice, in mat- 
ters of faith and worship, nor shall be compelled at any 
time to frequent or maintain any religious worship, place, 
or ministry whatsoever.' 

" This hath ever been understood to be the fundamental 
part of the Constitution of this Province, from its first set- 
tlement ; and that it was not limited to the acts of publick 
worship only, in the manner many, for want of full consi- 
deration, would now interpret it, is very evident from the 
first clause of our present Charter of Privileges, viz : 

" ' Because no people can be truly happy, though under 
the greatest enjoyment of civil liberties, if abridged of the 
freedom of their consciences, as to their religious profes- 
sion and worship ; and Almighty God, being the only Lord 
of conscience, Father of Lights and Spirits, and the author 
as well as object of all divine knowledge, faith, and wor- 
ship, who only doth enlighten the minds and persuade and 
convince the understandings of people; I do hereby grant 
and declare, that no person or persons, inhabiting in this 
Province or Territories, who shall confess and acknowledge 
one Almighty God, the Creator, Upholder, and Ruler of 
the world, and profess him or themselves obliged to live 
peaceably under the civil Government, shall be in any case 
molested or prejudiced in his or their person or estate, be- 
cause of his or their persuasion or practice, nor be com- 
pelled to frequent or maintain any religiousworship, place, 
or ministry, contrary to his or their mind, nor to do or suffer 
any other act or thing contrary to their religious persuasion.' 

"This Charter was received by the Representatives of 
the people, in confirmation of their rights and privileges, 
and we desire may ever be considered and regarded as the 
most firm compact between the proprietaries and people of 
this Province ; the wisdom manifested therein being so con- 
spicuous as to engage the attention and approbation of the 
most judicious and knowing men of our own .and other.na- 
tions, and especially in the great care taken to guard against 
the instability of future human counsels, by providing in 
the most solemn manner, in the last paragraph of this Char- 
ter, that this most essential liberty and privilege should be 
preserved inviolate, in the following memorable conclusion 
of it, viz : 

"'But because the happiness of mankind depends so 
much on enjoying liberty of their consciences, as aforesaid, 
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I do hereby solemnly declare, promise, and grant, for me, 
my heirs and assigns, that the first article of this Charter, 
relating to liberty of conscience, and every part and clause 
therein, according to the true intent and meaning thereof, 
shall be kept and remain, without any alteration, inviolable 
forever. And lastly, I, the said William Perm, proprietor 
and Governour of the Province of Pennsylvania and Ter- 
ritories thereunto belonging, for myself, my heirs and as- 
signs, have solemnly declared, granted, and confirmed, and 
do hereby solemnly declare, grant, and confirm, that neither 
I, my heirs or assigns, shall procure or do any thing or things 
whereby the liberties in this Charter contained and ex- 
pressed, nor any part thereof, shall be infringed or broken ; 
and if any thing shall be procured or done, by any person 
of persons, "contrary to these presents, it shall be of no force 
or effect.' 

*' On these principles this Province was first settled, and 
the blessing of Divine Providence signally attending the 
pious care of those intrusted with the powers of Govern- 
ment, soon became populous, and truth, equity, and mercy, 
directing their councils, they gave proof of their desire 
thai the blessings they enjoyed should be diffused to others, 
which encouraged great numbers to remove hither and set- 
tle among them. We cannot therefore but sorrowfully 
lament, that any should now forget the equity arid justice 
of their laws and Government, and, by preferring their own 
schemes, overlook the importance of inviolably maintain- 
ttoJ and" supporting these principles. 

_ " We have a just sense of the value of our religious and 
Civil Liberties, and have ever been and are desirous of pre- 
serving" them by all such measures as are not inconsistent 
with our Christian profession and principles; and though 
vve believe it to be our duty to submit to the powers which, 
ill the course of Divine Providence, are set over us, where 
there hath been, or is any oppression, or cause of suffer- 
ing, we are engaged with Christian meekness and firmness 
to pelltibnand remonstrate against them, and to endeavour 
by just reasoning and arguments to assert our rights and 
privileges, in order to obtain relief. 

"We therefore earnestly entreat you carefully to guard 
agamst any proposal or attempt to deprive us and others 
of the full enjoyment of liberty of conscience, and that the 
solemn assurance given us in the Charter, that we shall 
not be obliged ' to do or suffer any act or thing contrary to 
our religious persuasion,' may not be infringed. The power 
of judging respecting our sincerity belongeth only to the 
Lord of our consciences ; and vve hope, in a Province here- 
tofore remarkable for the preservation of religious and civil 
liberty, the Representatives of the people will still be con- 
scientiously careful that it may remain inviolate. 

" We fervently desire the most conciliatory measures for 
removing the impending calamities, and for restoring peace 
to the Colonies in general, may be pursued, and that all 
such may be avoided as are likely to widen or perpetuate 
the breach with our Parent State, or tend to introduce per- 
secution arid suffering among us. 

" We are not insensible of the difficulties and trials which 
attend your station in this time of publick calamity, and 
are desirous that divine wisdom may influence your minds 
and guide your counsels, so that your determinations may 
tend to the honour of God, the promotion of peace, and 
the happiness of the people. 

" Signed in and on behalf of a Meeting of the Repre- 
sentatives of the said people, held at Philadelphia, the 
26th day of the tenth month, 1775, by 

" John Pemberton, Clerk." 
Ordered, That the foregoing Address be referred to the 
consideration of the Committee of the Whole House. 
The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The House, pursuant to the Order of the forenoon, taking 
into consideration the report of their Committee on the 
Memorial of the Northumberland and Northampton Com- 
mittee, together with certain Resolutions of former House 
of Assembly, passed on the 13th of January, 1774, con- 
cerning certain intruders from the Colony of Connecticut, 
" who, in a riotous and tumultuous manner, have taken 
possession of a tract of country within the known limits 
and boundaries of this Province, and retain their posses- 
sion imnliostile manner, to the great disturbance of the 
peace of the same, confederating, in defiance of the laws 



and executive powers of this Government, with a number 
of ill-disposed persons, and affording protection to offenders 
of the most atrocious kind. Whereupon, the said House re- 
solved, that they would concur with the Governour in every 
reasonable measure, to strengthen the hands of Government 
in preserving the peace and suppressing all riots, tumults, 
and illegal attempts to disturb the inhabitants of this Pro- 
vince in their peaceable possessions." And whereas it 
appears that the said Connecticut intruders, in contempt of 
the authority of this Province, and to the great annoyance 
of its peaceable inhabitants, do still continue their intru- 
sions and invasions of private property, and particularly in 
the latter end of September last, regardless of the publick 
union, and taking an ungenerous advantage of the calami- 
ties of the times, did attempt to extend their settlements 
to the west branch of Susquehannah, near fifty miles from 
Wyoming; wherefore, 

Resolved, That the inhabitants of the County of North- 
umberland, settled under the jurisdiction of this Province, 
were justifiable, and did their duty in repelling the said in- 
truders, and preventing the further extension of their settle- 
ments. 

And whereas the jurisdiction of the Counties of North- 
ampton and Northumberland is extended by acts of Assem- 
bly to the north bounds of this Province, and the matter 
in controversy between Connecticut and this Province is 
submitted to the determination of the King in Council ; 
wherefore, 

Resolved, That to admit or agree to any temporary line 
of jurisdiction between the inhabitants of this Province and 
the said intruders, would be sacrificing the just rights and 
powers of this Government, would prejudice the cause in 
question, and be injurious not only to the proprietaries of 
this Province, who have already refused to agree to any 
such temporary line, but likewise to all those who have 
purchased and hold lands in these parts, under the faith and 
sanction of our laws. 

Resolved, That those Connecticut intruders having, in a 
forcible and hostile manner, obtained their possessions in 
this Province, ought, for the preservation of the peace 
thereof, to surrender up those possessions, and wait for a 
proper and legal decision of their claim. 

Resolved, nevertheless, That this House will acquiesce 
in any plan that shall be recommended by the honourable 
Continental Congress, agreeable to the request of the late 
House, whereby those intruders may be permitted to en- 
joy their present settlement till a determination of the con- 
troversy by the King in Council ; provided assurance be 
given that they will abide by that determination, and in 
the mean lime introduce no more settlers upon the contro- 
verted lands, and submit to the laws of this Province. 

Resolved, That if such an agreement cannot be ob- 
tained, this House will concur with the Governour in every 
reasonable measure for protecting and supporting the in- 
habitants of the said Counties of Northampton and North- 
umberland in the defence of their property and just rights. 
A Memorial from the Officers of the Military Associa- 
tion within the County of Chester was presented to the 
House and read, seiting forth, that the Memorialists have 
been induced, from motives of humanity as well as self- 
preservation, to enter into and form an Association for mu- 
tual defence; and, in their endeavours to carry the same 
into effect, they have found it indispensably necessary from 
time to time to advance money for the payment of Fugle- 
men, Adjutants, Drummers, and Fifers, as well as drums, 
colours, &c. ; that these efforts of the Memorialists (not- 
withstanding numberless attempts to render (hem abortive) 
have been attended with very considerable effects, there 
being now within the said County five Battalions regu- 
larly formed, and so well disciplined, for the time they have 
been established, that they may be of singular service in 
support of the great and common cause of America, if put 
under proper regulations; that the Memorialists, being 
called to the station they now hold by the free suffrages 
of the people, they were induced to incur the expenses 
above mentioned by no other motive than a desire to pro- 
mote, to the utmost of their power, the publick security 
and welfare; and as the honourable House, by their vote of 
the 30th of June last, was pleased to approve of their pro- 
ceedings, they rely with a respectful confidence in the jus- 
tice and impartiality of the present Assembly, that they 
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will not suffer a few individuals to remain any longer bur- 
dened with the charge of measures which were designed 
for, and really tend to the benefit of the whole community ; 
that the Memorialists therefore pray the House will be 
pleased to make such provision, in the premises, as in their 
wisdom shall seem proper; and beg leave to present here- 
with an exact account of their expenses for the purposes 
afore$aid, omitting many others (although vastly superior 
to those exhibited) which they have been necessitated to 
incur; that the Memorialists also beg leave to inform the 
House, that it will be necessary to retain in pay one Drum- 
mer and one Fifer for each Company, and an Adjutant 
and a Fugleman for each Battalion, whose pay the Me- 
morialists would wish the House to regulate. 

Ordered to he on the table. 

A Petition from Captain Benjamin Loxly, of the City 
of Philadelphia, Storekeeper of Artillery, was presented 
to the House and read, setting forth, that by the direction 
of several members of the honourable House, and at the 
request of the Committee of the City and Liberties of 
Philadelphia, the Petitioner hath provided divers carria- 
ges for the ordnance, and stores of various kinds, whereby 
a balance of three hundred and fifty-three Pounds seven 
Shillings is now due to him, which he prays the House 
will order to be paid. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Saturday, October 98, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment; and, taking 

into their further consideration the Resolve of Congress 

. for raising a Battalion in this Province, find it necessary 

that money should be advanced to the several Captains, 

for that purpose. 

Resolved, therefore, That the Congress be requested to 
order a sufficient sum of money to be put into the hands 
of the Committee of Safety of this Province, to be imme- 
diately applied in raising the said Battalion. 

The House adjourned to Monday next, at four o'clock, 
P. M. _ 

Monday, October 30, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A motion was made and seconded, that the Freeholders 
and other Inhabitants qualified to elect Members of Assem- 
bly be admitted to hear the debates of the Committee of 
the Whole House to-morrow ; and after some time spent 
in the consideration thereof, the question being called for, 
and put by the Speaker, it passed in the negative : 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Parker, Mr. Ross, Mr. Kachlein, 
Morris, Ewing, Taylor, 

Grubb, Montgomery, Dougherty. 

Nays. Nays. Nays. 

Mr. Hillegas, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Gibbons, 
Gray, Foulke, Pearson, 

Potts, Chapman, Humphreys, 

Miles, Twining, Pyle, 

Rodman, Brown, Slough, 

Haney Jenks, Webb. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, October 31, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Pennock and Mr. Allen, this day appearing in the 
House, were qualified as usual, and took their seats ac- 
cordingly. 

A Petition and Remonstrance from the Committee of 
the City of Philadelphia was presented to the House, and 
follows in these words, viz : 
"To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen 

of the Province of Pennsylvania, in General Assem- 
bly met : 
" The Petition and Remonstrance of the Committee of the 

City and Liberties of Philadelphia, most humbly 

sheweth : 

" That your Petitioners have seen the copy of an address 
to your honourable House, intituled ' An Address of the 
people called Quakers,' which, in the opinion of your 
Petitioners, bears an aspect unfriendly to the liberties of 



America, and maintains principles destructive of all society 
and government, and highly reflecting upon the glorious 
Revolution which placed the present royal family upon 
the British throne. Though we are firmly persuaded that 
a majority of that society have too much sincerity, can- 
dour, and good sense, to be influenced by such principles, 
yet our duty to ourselves, to our Country, and to our pos- 
terity, at this alarming crisis, when every thing dear and 
valuable is at stake, constrains us to use our utmost endea- 
vours to prevent the fatal consequences that might attend 
your compliance with the above application. These gen- 
tlemen want to withdraw their persons and their fortunes 
from the service of their Country, at a time when their 
Country stands most in need of them. 

" If the patrons and friends of liberty succeed in the 
present glorious struggle, they and their posterity will enjoy 
all the advantages derived from it, equally with those who 
procured them, without contributing a single penny, and 
with safety to their persons. If the friends of liberty fail, 
they will risk no forfeitures, but be entitled, by their be- 
haviour, to protection and countenance from the British 
Ministry, and will probably be promoted to office. This 
they seem to desire and expect. 

"Though such conduct manifestly tends to defeat the 
virtuous and wise measures planned by the Congress of the 
thirteen United Colonies, and appears, at the first blush, to 
be selfish, ungenerous, and unjust, yet we beg leave to 
animadvert upon the arguments they have used to induce 
the honourable House to favour and support it. 

"The addressers say, 'They are of a religious society 
who, for above an hundred years past, have declared to the 
world that they could not, for conscience sake, bear arms, 
nor be concerned in warlike preparations, either by per- 
sonal service, or by paying any fines, penalties, or assess- 
ments, imposed in consideration of their exemption from 
such services.' That these principles are founded ' on the 
example and express injunction of Christ, our Lord and 
Lawgiver.' That ( although they were assured that ^our 
honourable proprietor, William Penn, was united with them 
in religious profession and principles,' yet their ancestors 
obtained from him a charter, by which the enjoyment of 
these principles is secured inviolate forever; and that they 
hold the doctrine of passive obedience and non-resistance. 
" Your Petitioners will not undertake to say how long 
this society have held such principles, but they do posi- 
tively say, that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ment must be wrested and tortured with more than Jesu- 
itical art, to furnish a single argument to support them. 
They also deny that the clause in the Proprietary Charter, 
which they cite, is by them truly construed ; and humbly 
conceive this will be evident, not only by a dueattention 
to the words themselves, and a consideration of the Royal 
Charter granted to the said William Psnn, but also frpm 
the Act of Assembly intituled ' The Law concerning Li- 
berty of Conscience.' . 

*' If the people called Quakers held these principles 
' upwards of an hundred years ago,' and the first proprie- 
tor of this Province, the Honourable William Penn, Esq., 
was united with them in religious profession and principles, 
which they expressly allege, it is very unaccountable to 
your Petitioners that the said William Perm , should receive" 
a Charter from King Charles II, in the year 1681, in the 
sixteenth section of which we find ' a power given to him, 
his heirs and assigns, by themselves or their Captains or 
other their officers, to levy, muster, and train all sorts of 
men, of what condition soever, or wheresoever born, in the 
Province for the time being, and to make war, and to pur- 
sue enemies and robbers, as well by sea as by land, even 
without the limits of this Province, and, by God's assist- 
ance, to vanquish and take them, and, being taken, to put 
them to death by the laws of war, or to save them, at 
their pleasure ; and to do all and every other thing which 
unto the charge and office of a Captain-General of an 
army belongeth, or hath accustomed to belong, as fully and 
freely as any Captain-General of an army hath ever had 
the same.' 

"If, also, none but Quakers came over at first to this 
Province, with the said proprietor, and the Colony was 
intended for them, as the addressers seera to intimate, your 
Petitioners cannot conceive that any other persons cogld 
be made Captains or officers, or could be Levied, mustered, 
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or trained, at that time, but themselves. Be this as it may, 
your Petitioners beg leave to deliver, as their humble opin- 
ion, that self-preservation is the first principle of nature, 
and a duty that every man indispensably owes, not only to 
himself, but to the supreme Director and Governour of the 
universe, who gave him a being ; and that, in a state of 
political society and government, all men, by their original 
compact and agreement, are obliged to unite in defending 
themselves and those of the same community against such 
as shall attempt unlawfully to deprive them of their just 
rights and liberties ; that those who withdraw themselves 
from this compact cannot be entitled to the protection of 
the society; that the safety of the people is the supreme 
law; that he who receives an equal benefit ought to bear 
an equal burden ; that the doctrine of passive obedience 
and non-resistance is incompatible with our freedom and 
happiness, and stands condemned by the conduct of the 
great Queen Elizabeth, who first assisted the Scotch, and 
then the Trench, and to the end of her days continued to 
protect the States who not only resisted, but shook off the 
Spanish yoke, and set up a new form of Government — by 
the conduct of her Parliaments and convocations, who gave 
her subsidies for those purposes — by King James I, his 
whole reign — by King Charles I, who, in the beginning of 
his reign, protected the Rochellers, had supplies from the 
Parliament for that purpose, and ordered a fast and prayers 
to be made for them — and by the glorious Revolution, 
under which the said_ society of Quakers, as well as others, 
enjoy their present religious and civil rights ; that it is also 
against the laws of England, and is reprobated by two 
solemn decisions in the House of Lords — the first against 
Dr. Manwarmg, in 1628, and the other against Dr. Sa- 
chevitt, in 1710, after the most solemn and fair trials — and 
in a late instance by the House of Commons, in the case 
of Dr. Nowcll — and, also, by the repealed acts of the 
Assembly of this Province. 

" And your Petitioners cannot avoid thinking, that even 
the addressers of your Honours, though at a distance and 
in casuistical reasoning they may affect to exclude alt re- 
sistance, would yet hearken to the voice of nature, when 
evident ruin, both to themselves and the publick, must 
attend a strict adherence to such principles, if there were 
no other persons in the community to defend them. 

" Upon the whole, your Petitioners rest assured you 
will exert every power you are possessed of, for the secu- 
rity and happiness of the good people of this Province, 
and that you will do equal justice to all your constituents; 
and therefore they again repeat their request, that you will 
not, at a time when the united strength of North-America, 
and the aid of every individual, is wanted to preserve our 
common rights, exempt many of the wealthiest among us 
from co-operating with their countrymen, in some way or 
other, for their common safety. 

" And your Petitioners will pray, &c. 

" Signed by an unanimous order of the Committee : 
" George Clymeb, Chairman." 

A Memorial from the Officers of the Military Association 
of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia was presented 
to the House, and is as follows, viz : 

" To the Honourable Representatives of the Freemen of 
the Province of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly 
met: 
fi The Memorial of the Officers of the Military Associa- 
tion of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, hum- 
bly sheiveth : 

"That your Memorialists have been favoured with a 
copy of an address, said to be that of the people called 
Quakers, containing matter of so much importance to the 
opposition now so universally gone into against ministerial 
oppression, that your memorialists cannot pass it by with 
silence, though they apprehend that the contents of it can- 
not make the intended impression on the minds of men so 
enlightened as the Representatives of this Province. But 
as we know, by fatal experience, that papers of a publick 
nature, coming from a body of men supposed by the Min- 
istry to have very general influence in the Province, have 
contributed to draw upon us our present calamities, we are 
constrained to remonstrate against the address ; and this 
with a vjewnot only of expressing our abhorrence of the 
doctrines contained in it, but of justifying ourselves from 



the groundless aspersions thrown on us among the other 
bodies of freemen, who, out of zeal for the publick service, 
have presented petitions and memorials to your honourable 
House. 

" We cannot but see will) astonishment the antiquated 
and absurd doctrine of passive obedience held up in this 
age of science, and that before the representative body of 
this Province, whose existence as a constitutional House 
of Assembly depends on the contrary to this slavish opin- 
ion. We do, in the most solemn manner, protest that we 
mean not to violate the rights of conscience, as we are un- 
justly charged ; but cannot, from all the lights we are pos- 
sessed of, discover that, under the idea of conscientious 
scruples, opinions should be promulgated, subversive of 
every political principle of that glorious Constitution, to 
defend which we have put our lives and fortunes to the 
hazard, and tending to throw a damp upon the plan of 
opposition which alone, under God, can save from destruc- 
tion this devoted Country. 

"We cannot alter the opinion we have ever held with 
regard to those parts of the Charter quoted by the address- 
ers, that they relate only to an exemption from any acts 
of uniformity in worship, and from paying towards the 
support of other religious establishments than those to which 
the inhabitants of this Province respectively belong. We 
know of no distinctions of sects, when we meet our fellow- 
citizens on matters of publick concern ; and ask those con- 
scientiously scrupulous against bearing arms to contribute 
towards the expense of our opposition, not because of their 
' religious persuasion, but because the general defence of 
the Province demands it. Therefore, that part of the Char- 
ter which relates to people not being ' molested or preju- 
diced in their person or estate, on account ' of their con- 
scientious persuasion Or practice,' is totally out of the ques- 
tion, and has been held up with a view to alarm the House 
with groundless apprehensions. 

" We beg leave to remind the honourable House of the 
constant usage of the Province, and that, in all the wars 
we have been engaged in, no exemption from fines and 
taxation has been made in favour of any set of people ; 
but, on the contrary, laws and ordinances have repeatedly 
been made for the purposes of defence, laying general im- 
posts on the inhabitants of the Province, of all sects and 
societies. 

" We are, however, of opinion that speculative disputes 
should not now be gone into. The enemy are desolating 
our Country, and danger daily awaits us. Our situation, 
therefore, furnishes us with arguments, drawn from the 
laws of nature and reason, which transcend all local esta- 
blishments. From these laws, and the general principles 
of civil society, it is undoubtedly certain that all persons 
who enjoy the benefits should also bear their proportion of 
the burdens of the state. We cannot conceive it to be 
consistent with a reasonable conscience to acquire and en- . 
gross considerable property, in any country, and not part 
with some of it to defend the rest. We further think, that 
those who apply taxes, and not those whom the exigencies 
of the state and the weight of a majority oblige to pay 
them, are answerable for the consequences of such appli- 
cation. We conscientiously believe that no member of 
society should be exempted from paying a reasonable pro- 
portion of his property towards the general defence, though 
he may be exempted from actually bearing arms; and in 
such case, by paying a fine for such exemption, he is in a 
better situation than one who risks his life in the service. 
And if the wealthy members of the society of Quakers are 
permitted to withhold their proportion, it will in some de- 
gree be an invasion of our liberty of conscience, by denying 
us the means of so effectually making a warlike opposition 
against our oppressors, which cannot be done without 
money. 

"We know not what 'schemes' the addressers allude 
to ; for our parts, we have none, but to defend our lives, 
liberties, and property, and by every lawful and reasonable 
mode to obtain an equal and general contribution for this 
purpose, from all ranks of people. 

" We pray the House to recollect the mischievous con- 
sequences which have arisen from a former production, said 
to come from the whole body of the people called Qua- 
kers ; but which, as we have reason to believe, like that 
now before your honourable House, flowed from a few 
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individuals, who assumed to themselves the prerogative of 
speaking the sentiments of the whole society; and that 
your honourable House will reject from their minutes their 
present address, which tends to show a disunion among us, 
and therefore may be of fatal consequences to our cause. 

" And, as we fear the people will not longer submit to 
see the publick burden so unequally borne, we earnestly 
beg, to preserve the peace of the Province, and the conse- 
quence of your honourable House, (which we would wish 
to govern us in this important struggle, in preference to any 
other body,) you will be pleased to take into your con- 
sideration our former memorials relative to the Association, 
which we engaged in from the best of motives, and which 
has been solemnly approved of by a vote of your honour- 
able predecessors. 

" By order of a Board of Officers : 

" Daniel Roberdeau, Chairman. 

"Philadelphia, October 31, 1775." 

A Representation from the Committee of Privates of 
the Association belonging to the City of Philadelphia and 
its Districts, was presented to the House, and follows in 
these words, viz : 

" To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen 
of the Province of Pennsylvania, in General Assem- 
bly met. 
" We, the Committee of the Privates of the Association 
belonging to the City of Philadelphia and its Dis- 
tricts, humbly beg leave to represent : 

"That it is with no small degree of reluctance that we 
are obliged either to approach this honourable House with 
this our representation, or by our silence in some mea- 
sure to acknowledge the claims and admit the charge of 
those men who, in their late address to this honourable 
House, style themselves the people called Quakers, a copy 
of which we have seen. 

" In this extraordinary address we find ourselves and 
others represented as men who endeavour to induce this 
honourable House to enter into measures manifestly repug- 
nant to the laws and Charter of this Province, and which, 
if enforced, must subvert that most essential of all privi- 
leges, liberty of conscience ; which they apprehend will 
not only increase the publick distresses, but occasion the 
grievous sufferings of many conscientious people, of divers 
religious denominations ; and also as persons who 'now 
forget the equity and justice of their laws and Government 
of this once peaceful Province, and, by preferring our own 
schemes, overlook the importance of inviolably maintain- 
in° r and supporting the principles of civil and religious 
liberty.' 

" We beg leave to assure this honourable House, that 
we are far from wishing to do any thing which would have 
the remotest tendency to increase the publick distresses, 
or to occasion the grievous sufferings of any conscientious 
people, of any denomination whatever, and are utterly at 
a loss to comprehend how the prayer of our petition could 
interfere with the consciences of religious men. 

" In our petition we prayed the honourable House, in 
their wisdom, to recommend to their constituents some 
general plan of a militia law, which should equally extend 
to all the good people of this Province ; and that any in- 
dulgence which might be thought necessary to be granted 
by the honourable House, to any of the freemen of the 
Province, might be equally open to all, and granted upon 
such terms as this honourable House mi^ht think adequate 
to tl'e many difficult and dangerous services of those who 
were willing to hazard their lives and fortunes in the de- 
fence of their Country. 

" How this prayer, founded on the most certain and 
evident principles of equity and justice, could be construed 
into an endeavour to induce this honourable House to enter 
into measures manifestly repugnant to the laws and Char- 
ter of this Province, and which, if enforced, must subvert 
that most essential of all privileges, liberty of conscience, 
surpasses all the ideas we had ever formed of the power 
of religious prejudices. 

" That religion which teaches to deny the demand of 
justice and equity, cannot be of God; nor will the con- 
science which is influenced thereby meet with his appro- 
bation. Those who believe the Scriptures must acknow- 
ledge that civil Government is of divine institution, and 



the support of it enjoined to Christians; arid h is not con- 
sonant to the divine wisdom to enjoin and forbid the same 
thing at the same time. As your addressers have not 
pointed out any law of the Province to which the prayer 
of your Petitioners is so manifestly repugnant, we beg to 
be indulged with the liberty of doubting the existence of 
any such ; and as to the thirty-fifth section of laws agreed 
upon in England the fifth day of the third month, one 
thousand six hundred and eighty-two, we would pass it 
over as a section which we apprehend none but your ad- 
dressers would apply to the present purpose. 

"With regard to arguments drawn from our Charter, 
we would observe, that the great law of self-preservation 
is equally binding with the letter of written Charters ; nor 
can it be supposed that a people will be reasoned out of 
their liberty, and every thing they hold dear, by an over- 
nice scanning of them. 

" Nevertheless, with regard to that clause of the Char- 
ter of Privileges on which they ultimately found their claim 
to a total exemption from contributing their just proportion 
towards the publick expense incurred in defence of our 
privileges, we would, with all due submission and defer- 
ence, represent to this honourable House, that the honour- 
able and worthy proprietor, William Penn, had no right, 
power, or authority, to grant privileges further than was , 
granted to him by the Royal Charter, and that the royal 
prerogative of the King at Great Britain does not com- 
prehend any right or authority in the Crown to grant any 
exemption from supporting the Constitution and Govern- 
ment to any man or set of men, on any pretence whatever. 
This is a power unknown to the Crown, and therefore 
could never be granted by the King to the worthy propri- 
etor who granted the Charter of Privileges. 

"Liberty of conscience is so sacred a thing that it ought 
ever to be preserved inviolate, and we will always rejoice 
to see any body of men assert their right to it. But when, 
under pretence of this liberty, the very existence of civil 
Government is struck at, we beg leave to represent, that 
either the liberty, claimed must be given up, or the Gov- 
ernment dissolved ; and this we apprehend to be the case 
when any of the members of a community, from a claim of 
religious liberty, refuse to support the society to which 
they belong, and under which they claim this very privi- 
lege. 

" That the clause which they quote never did nor could 
extend to such exemptions, on any pretence whatever, is 
plain from itself, because the persons who have a right to 
claim the liberty granted therein, are by that very clause 
made to 'profess themselves obliged to live quietly under 
the civil Government,' which cannot possibly be when 
they refuse to support the measures often necessary to its 
very existence. 

" Moreover, it is plain that the worthy proprietor who 
granted this Charier never meant nor intended any such 
thing by the liberty of conscience therein mentioned, inas- 
much as it would have been contrary to the sixteenth sec- 
tion of the Royal Charter granted by the King, and accept- 
ed by the proprietor, who, as they inform this honourable 
House in their address, was united with tbem In 'religious 
profession and principle, which is as follows: 'And be- 
cause in so remote a Country, and situate near many 
barbarous nations, the incursions, as well of the savages 
themselves as of other enemies, pirates, and robbers, may 
probably be feared; therefore we have given, and for us, 
our heirs and successors, do give power by these presents 
to the said William Penn, his heirs and assigns, by them- 
selves or their Captains, or other their officers, to levy, 
muster, and train all sorts of men, of what condition soever, 
or wheresoever born, in the said Province of Pennsylva- 
nia for the time being, and to make war, and to pursue 
the enemies and robbers aforesaid, as well by sea as by 
land, even without the limits of the said Province, and, by 
God's assistance, to vanquish and take them, and, being 
taken, to put them to death, by the law of war, or to save 
them, at their pleasure ; and to do all and every other 
thing which unto the charge and office of a Captain-Gen- 
eral of an army belonged], or hath accustomed to belong, 
as fully and freely as any Captain-General of an army hath 
ever had the same.' 

" This section of the Royal Charter, together with the 
clause in the Charter of Privileges, which the addressers 
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have quoted, show evidently that the proprietor, William 
Penn, never intended to grant an exemption from paying 
their just proportion towards the support of any power ne- 
cessary for the good government of the Province, whether 
civil or military, and therefore can, with no degree of de- 
cent modesty, be pleaded in the present or any other case 
of the same kind. Besides, it is well known that no such 
claim of exemption from contributing their just proportion 
towards the support of any civil or military measure enter- 
ed into for the maintaining of the Government against their 
external or internal enemies, has ever been granted the 
society, on account of any such scruple of conscience, in 
any part of the British Empire, though, as the addressers 
allege, the society has existed for upwards of an hundred 
years, during which period it has been obliged to, and still 
does pay taxes, levied for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of military expeditions, both here and m Europe; 
nor do we recollect to have found the payment of such 
taxes on the list of grievances annually made out by the 
society, though they duly commemorate those to which the 
clause in the Charter of Privileges is evidently directed. 

"Thus their own practice becomes a strong proof against 
them, and shows, at least, that if their religious principles 
are abridged, we are not the authors of the abridgment. 
Our petition is, that the scale of justice may hang even ; 
and if there are such consciences as scruple to have im- 
partial justice administered, we pray that this honourable 
House may, in their wisdom, discountenance them ; for if 
such scruples once obtain favour from Government, it is 
plain who are most likely to claim and reap the benefit of 
them. 

" We desire to conclude by assuring this honourable 
House, that we are determined, to the utmost of our pow-i 
er, to support the liberties of America, and to inform them, 
that as we ask no partial favour for ourselves, so we re- 
quest that it may not be granted to others. We therefore 
beg that the prayer of our petition may obtain the most 
serious attention of this honourable House. 

" Signed by order of the Committee : 

"William Adcock, President." 

Ordered, That the Military Commissions sent to the 
House from the Congress be delivered by the Clerk of the 
House to the respective officers. 

Two petitions from George Hoffner and Benjamin Mil- 
ler, of Philadelphia, were presented to the House and 
read, praying Commissions in the Battalion to be raised in 
this Province. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

Pursuant to the Order of Friday last, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to take into 
consideration the present critical state of this Province; and 
having spent some time in the perusal of the several Me- 
morials, Petitions, and other Papers referred to them, the 
Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Pearson reported, 
from the Committee, that they had made some progress in 
the business before, them, but not having come to any re- 
sult thereon, they requested leave to sit again in the after- 
noon ; which being agreed to, the House adjourned to 
three o'clock, P. M. 

Several Petitions, from a number of the Inhabitants of 
the County of Philadelphia, were presented to the House 
and read, setting forth, that the Regulations heretofore 
prescribed by the Committee of Safety, for the Associators 
of this Province, have not had the desired effect in the 
said County; that the Petitioners being impressed, at this 
time of difficulty and danger, with the necessity of regu- 
lating the Military Association of this Province, pray the 
honourable House to take the premises into their serious 
consideration, and grant the petitioners such Regulations as 
they (the Assembly) shall think most proper. 

Ordered, That the said Petitions be referred to the 
consideration of the Committee of the Whole House. 

The Order of the forenoon being read, 

The House resolved itself a Committee of the Whole 
House on, the Papers referred to them; and after further 
deliberation thereon, the Speaker resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Pearson reported, from the Committee, that they had 
made further progress in the business before them, but not 
being ready to report thereon, the Committee requested 
leave to sit again in the .morning. 



Ordered, That the said Committee have leave to sit 
accordingly. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 



Wednesday, November 1, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Representation from the City and Liberties of Phila- 
delphia was presented to the House and read, setting 
forth, that the said Committee having been informed that 
the late honourable House had, on the 30th of June last, 
ordered fifteen hundred stand of Arms for this City and 
County, used their influence with the most Considerable 
Gunsmiths to forbear engaging any work to go out of the 
Province, until the said Arms shall be completed, which 
they readily agree to, in expectation of being employed 
in making the said Arms; that having had some reason 
to fear the necessary vigilance had not been used by the 
Commissioners and Assessors, in the discharge of their 
trust, and apprehending it to be their duty so to do, ap- 
plied to them to know whether the said Arms had been 
provided, to which application they have received no 
satisfactory answer, at which many of their fellow-citizens 
have expressed great uneasiness; that the said Committee 
are well assured there are divers able Gunsmiths now unem- 
ployed, and the pressing necessity of the times making the 
least delay extremely dangerous, they therefore do most 
earnestly pray the honourable House will appoint some 
persons to procure the said Arms, who will give the neces- 
sary attention to that important duty. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Order of last night being read, 

The House again resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, to consider the state of the Province ; 
and after some time spent therein, the Speaker resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Pearson reported, from the Committee, 
that they had made further progress in the business before 
them, but not having finished their deliberations thereon, 
they desired leave to sit again in the afternoon ; and the 
same being agreed to, the House adjourned to three o'clock, 
P. M. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That the Barrackmaster do 
forthwith put the Barracks near this City into proper re- 
pair for receiving the Troops now raising in this Province; 
and that the said Barrackmaster do in future receive and 
comply with such orders from the Committee of Safety as 
they may find necessary to issue, for quartering Troops in 
the said Barracks. 

The Order of the forenoon being read, 

The House again resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole House, to consider the state of this Province ; and 
having spent some time therein, the Speaker resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Pearson reported, from the Committee, 
that they had not yet concluded their deliberations on the 
business referred to them, and desired leave to sit again 
to-morrow morning. 

Ordered, That the Committee do sit again accord- 
ingly. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Thursday, November 2, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That this House will take into 
their consideration to-morrow morning the appointment of 
Delegates to serve in the Continental Congress, on the part 
of this Province. 

The Order of last night being read, 

The House again resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House, to consider the circumstances of the Pro- 
vince ; and after further debate thereon, the Speaker re- 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Pearson reported, from the 
Committee, that they had not yet come to a full result on 
the business before them, and requested leave to sit a^ain 
in the afternoon ; which being agreed to, the House ad- 
journed to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Order of the forenoon being read, 
The House again resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole House on the present state of the Province; and 
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after some time spent in the consideration thereof, the 
Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Pearson reported, 
from the Committee, that they had made some further 
progress in the business referred to them, but not being 
prepared to report thereon, they requested leave to sit 
again to-morrow morning. 

Ordered, That the Committee do sit again accord- 
ingly. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Friday, November 3, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to their adjournment, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the Petition from the City and 
Liberties of Philadelphia, respecting the Arms that were 
ordered to be provided by the late Assembly for this City 
and County, and, after some debate, 

Ordered, That Mr. Hittcgas, Mr. Potts, Mr. Miles, Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Rodman, Mr. Bartholomew, Mr. Jacobs, Mr. 
Grubb, Mr. Swoope, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Chreist, Mr. 
Taylor, and Mr. Dougherty, be a Committee to inquire 
what progress has been made by the Commissioners and 
Assessors of the several Counties in procuring Arms for 
the publick use, and report thereon to the House. 

A Petition from Thomas Ryerson, lately appointed an 
Ensign in the Battalion now raising in this Province, for 
leave to resign his. Commission, and another Petition from 
John Bankson, of this City, praying to be appointed to the 
vacancy, having been presented to the House and con- 
sidered, 

Resolved, That the said John Bankson be, and he is 
hereby appointed an Ensign in the said Battalion, and re- 
commended to the Continental Congress to be commis- 
sioned accordingly. 

Pursuant to the Resolution of yesterday, the House took 
into consideration the appointment of Representatives for 
this Province in the Continental Congress, and, after some 
time spent therein, referred the same to further considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

The Order of last night, for the Committee of the Whole 
House to sit again this morning, being called for and read, 
was postponed to the afternoon. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The Order of the Day being read, the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to consider 
the present state of the Province ; and after some time 
spent therein, the Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Pear- 
son reported, from the Committee, that they had proceeded 
further in the business before them, but not being yet pre- 
pared to report thereon, they requested leave to sit again 
to-morrow. 

Ordered, That the Committee sit again accordingly. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing- 

Saturday, November 4, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment ; and, taking 
into consideration the appointment of Delegates for this 
Province in Congress, 

Resolved, That the Hon. John Morton, Speaker, John 
Dickinson, Robert Morris, Benjamin Franklin, Charles 
Humphreys, Edward Biddle, Thomas Wilting, Andrew 
Allen, and James Wilson, Esquires, be, and they are here- 
by appointed Delegates for this Province in the Continen- 
tal Congress. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter of the 1st 
instant, from Christopher Witman, Esq., Chairman of the 
Berks County Committee, on a matter of publick concern, 
which was read by order, and referred to the Committee 
of Safety. 

A Resolve from the honourable Continental Congress, 
by two of their members, was laid before the House, and 
is as follows, viz : 

" In Congress, November 4, 1775. 

" The Congress considering that the most perfect union, 
between all the Colonies, is essentially necessary for the 
preservation of the just rights of North- America, and being 
apprehensive that there is great danger of hostilities bein« r 



commenced at or near Wyoming, between the inhabitants 
of Pennsylvania and those of Connecticut, 

"Resolved, That the Assemblies of the said Colonies be 
requested to take the most speedy and effectual steps to 
prevent such hostilities. 

" Ordered, That Thomas McKean and Silas Deane, Es- 
quires, wait upon the honourable House of Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, with a copy of the above Resolution. 

" By order of Congress : 

" John Hancock, President." 

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson and Mr. Humphreys make 
inquiry upon what information the above Resolve is found- 
ed, and report the same to the House on Monday next. 

An Account of Mr. Ross's attendance in Congress, 
amounting to thirty-four Pounds, being presented at the 
table, an Order was drawn on Mr. Hillegas for payment of 
the same. 

The Order of last night, for the Committee of the Whole 
House to sit again this morning, was read, and postponed 
to Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned to Monday next, at four o'clock, 
P. M. _ 

Monday, November 6, 1775. 
Mr. Speaker, with twenty-four Members, met pursuant 
to adjournment; and a quorum not appearing, they ad- 
journed to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, November 7, 1775. 

A quorum met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Order of Friday last, for the Committee of the 
Whole House to sit again this morning, being called for 
and read, was postponed till the afternoon. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

An Address or Declaration, signed by divers persons in 
behalf of the Societies of Menonists and German Baptists 
in this Province, was presented to the House, and follows 
in these words, viz : 

" In the first place, we acknowledge us indebted to the 
most high God, who created heaven and earth, the only 
good being, to thank him for all his great goodness and 
manifold mercies and love, through our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, who is come to save the souls of men, havino- all 
power in heaven and on earth. 

" Further, we find ourselves indebted to be thankful to 
our late worthy Assembly, for their giving so good an ad- 
vice, in these troublesome times, to all ranks of people in 
Pennsylvania, particularly in allowing those who, by the 
doctrine of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, are persuaded in their 
consciences to love their enemies, and not to resist evil, to 
enjoy the liberty of their consciences ; for which, as also 
for all the good things we enjoyed under their care, we 
heartily thank that body of Assembly, and all high and low 
in office who have advised to such a peaceful measure, 
hoping and confiding that they, and all others intrusted 
with power in this hitherto blessed Province, may be moved 
by the same spirit of grace which animated the first founder 
of this Province, our late worthy proprietor, William Penrt, 
to grant liberty of conscience to all its inhabitants, that 
they may, in the great and memorable day of judgment, 
be put on the right hand of that just Judge, who jud^eth 
without respect of person, and hear of him these blessed 
words: 'Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you, &c. What ye have done unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have done unto roe.' 
Among which number (£. e. the least of Christ's brethren) 
we, by his grace, hope to be ranked ; and every lenity and 
favour shown to such tender consciences, although weak 
followers of this our blessed Saviour, will not be forgotten 
by him in that great day. 

" The advice of those who do not find freedom of con- 
science to take up arms, that they ought to be helpful to 
those who are in need and distressed circumstances, we 
receive with cheerfulness towards all men, of what station 
they may be, it being our principle to feed the hungry, and 
give the thirsty drink. We have dedicated ourselves to 
serve all men, in every thing that can be helpful to the 
preservation of men's lives, but we find no freedom in 
giving or doing, or assisting in any thing by which men's 
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lives are destroyed or hurt. We beg the patience of all 
those who believe we err in this point. 

" We are always ready, according to Christ's command 
to Peter, to pay the tribute, that we may offend no man ; 
and so we are willing to pay taxes, and to render unto 
Casar those things that are Gesar's, and to God those 
things that are God's, although we think ourselves very 
weak to give God his due honour, he being a spirit and 
life, and we only dust and ashes. 

" We are also willing to be subject to the higher powers, 
and to give in the manner Paul directs us : ' For he bear- 
eth the sword not in vain, for he is the minister of God, a 
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.' 

" This testimony we lay down before our worthy As- 
sembly, and all other persons m Government, letting them 
know that we are thankful as abovementioned, and that we 
are not at liberty, in conscience, to take up arms to con- 
quer our enemies, but rather to pray to God, who has power 
in_ heaven. And .earth, for us and them. 
~7.<rWe also crave the patience of all the inhabitants of 
this Country . .What they think to see clearer in the doc- 
trine of the blessed Jesus Christ, we will leave to them and 
God, finding ourselves very poor ; for faith is to proceed 
out of the word of God, which is life and spirit, and a 
power of God, and our consciences is to be instructed by 
the same, therefore we beg for patience. 

"Our small gift, which we have given, we gave to those 
who have power over os, that we may not offend them, as 
Christ taught us by the tribute penny. 

'*We heartily pray that God would govern all hearts of 
OTF rulers, be they high or low, to meditate those good 
things whicb^ will pertain to our and their happiness. 
'^Ordered to lie on the table. 

jLM r • JD ick in son re por t e d , that in pursuance of the Order 
(^Saturday last, Mr. Humphreys and himself had made 
inquiry upoti what ground the Congress were apprehensive 
that hostilities will be commenced at or near Wyoming, be- 
tween the inhabitants of Pennsylvania and those of Con- 
necticut, and expect to be enabled to report an answer to 
the House to-morrow, as that matter is then to come under 
consideration in Congress. 

; Upon motion, Vrdere d, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Gray, 
Wi. Brown, "MjT'Jacoos, Mr. Slough, Mr. Swoopc, Mr. 
TayTor,ltnd^Ir.~DQvgherty,bc a Committee to prepare 
TmL report to tire "House a draught of Instructions for the 
Delegates appointed to serve in Congress on the part of 
this Province. 
The UrdcTof the forenoon being read, the House again 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole House, to 
CQnsidejL.the. state of the. Province ; and after some time 
STficrmherein, the. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
I^arson reported, from. the Committee, that they had con- 
ciud'eTtheiFdelibera.tioiis on the matters referred to them, 
and hating come to some resolutions thereon, lie was di- 
rected to report .ibe .same whenever the House shall be 
pleased to receive them. 

Ordered, That the Resolutions of the Committee be re- 
C" eH r ed i m medi ately . 

"' Mr.'Wearson then, according to order, reported the said 
Resol ut ions, which he first read in his place, and afterwards 
delivered at the table ; where the same being again read by 
order, and in part considered by the House, they adjourned 
to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 



Wednesday, November 8, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee..of Grievances, to whom the Petition of 
George Jacob Houseman was referred for inquiry, reported, 
that they had attended _at the Jail of this City, and heard 
the petitioner, with such of his creditors as appeared, and 
are of opinion that he Is a proper object of the relief he 
solicits. 

Upon consideration of the foregoing Report, 

Ordered, That Mr. .Hillegas, Mr. Rodman, Mr. Jacobs, 
and Mr. Montgomery, be a Committee to prepare and bring 
in"a B ill for th e relief of the said petitioner and others re- 
commended to the notice ol this House by the late As- 
sembly, 

The House resumed the consideration of the Resolves 



of the Committee of the Whole House ; which being seve- 
rally read and approved, were adopted by the House, and 
follow in these words, viz : 

1. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that all reasonable charges hitherto incurred by the Asso- 
ciators for the defence of this Province, in procuring Drunis 
and Colours, and paying Adjutants, Fuglemen, Drummers, 
and Fifers, ought to be allowed and repaid them. 

2. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that the Military Association, entered into for the defence 
of this Province, ought to be continued, encouraged, and 
supported. 

3. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that it be recommended to all male .white persons within 
this Province, between the ages of sixteen and fifty yeirrs, 
who have not already associated, and are not conscien- 
tiously scrupulous of bearing arms, to join the said Asso- 
ciation immediately. 

4. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that certain Rules and Regulations, for the government of 
the said Associators, are necessary. 

5. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that all male white persons, between the ages aforesaid, 
capable of bearing arms, who shall not associate for the de- 
fence of this Province, ought to contribute an equivalent 
to the time spent by the Associators in acquiring the mili- 
tary discipline — Ministers of the Gospel, of all denomina- 
tions, and servants purchased bona fide, and for valuable 
consideration, only excepted. 

6. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that it be recommended to the Committee of Safety to give 
orders for erecting a Magazine or Magazines in different 
places, as soon as the season will allow, for the greater se- 
curity of the Ammunition belonging to the Province. 

7. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, 
that the sum of Eighty Thousand Pounds be immediately 
struck in Bills of Credit, for answering the present exigen- 
cies of the Province. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Par- 
ker, Mr. Morris, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Rodman, Mr. Rartho- 
lomeiv, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Slough, Mr. Swoope, Mr. Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Dougherty, be a Committee 
to prepare a set of Rules and Regulations for the better 
government of the Military Association in this Province; 
and that the said Committee do also essay a draught of Re- 
solutions, directing the manner of levying Taxes on Non- 
Associators, determining their mode of appeal, and how 
the said Taxes shall be collected and applied. 

An Address from the Committee of the County of Fort 
was presented to the House and read. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Thursday, November 9, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter received 
last night, by a vessel from London, which was read by 
order, and is as follows, viz: . 

"London, September 2, 1775, 

" Honourable Sir : On the 21st of last month, we sent 
to the Secretary of State for America a copy of the pe- 
tition from the General Congress; and yesterday, the first 
moment that was permitted us, we presented to him the 
original, which his Lordship promised to deliver to the 
King. 

'■ We thought it our duty to press his Lordship to obtain 
an answer ; but we are told that, as His Majesty did not 
receive it on the throne, no answer would be given. 

" We have the honour of being, honourable Sir, your 

most faithful servants, ., ,-, 

'■ Richard Pe.vn, 

" Arthur Lee." 
The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a 
draught of Instructions for the Delegates of this Province 
in Congress, reported an essay for that purpose ; which, be- 
ing read and considered, was agreed to by the House, and 
is as follows, viz : 

Gentlemen: The trust reposed in you is of such a 
nature, and the modes of executing it may be so diversified 
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in the course of your deliberations, that it is scarcely pos- 
sible to give you particular instructions respecting it. 

We therefore, in general, direct that you, or any four of 
you, meet in Congress the Delegates of the several Colo- 
nies now assembled in this City, and any such Delegates 
as may meet in Congress next year ; that you consult to- 
gether on the present critical and alarming state of publick 
affairs ; that you exert your utmost endeavours to agree 
upon and recommend such measures as you shall judge to 
afford the best prospect of obtaining redress of American 
grievances, and restoring that union and harmony between 
Great Britain and the Colonies, so essential to the wel- 
fare and happiness of both Countries. 

Though the oppressive measures of the British Parlia- 
ment and Administration have compelled us to resist their 
violence by force of arms, yet we strictly enjoin you, that 
you, in behalf of this Colony, dissent from and utterly re- 
ject any propositions, should such be made, that may cause 
or lead to a separation from our Mother Country, or a 
change of the form of this Government. 

You are directed to make jeport of your proceedings to 
this House.* 

Signed by order of the House : 

November 9, 1775. JoHN MoETOH, Speaker. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, to-morrow after- 
noon. 

Friday, November 10, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Resolve from the 
honourable Continental Congress, which was read by order, 
and is as follows, viz : 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies, 
Conventions, and Committees of Safety of the thirteen 
United Colonies, to appoint certain persons within each 
of the said Colonies, whose business it shall be to employ 
and set to work as many persons as they may think pro- 
per, both to work up such earth as is now fit for making 
Saltpetre, and to collect together, and place in beds or 
walls, under sheds, all such earth and composition of ma- 
terials as are suitable to produce Saltpetre, after being duly 
exposed to the air, in order to increase the produce of it; 
and that the Delegates of the respective Colonies be 
directed to send this Resolve, together with the Resolve 
of last Session respecting Saltpetre making, to their re- 

* I have lately seen, in the publick papers, an instruction from the 
House of Representatives in Pennsylvania, to their Delegates in Con. 
gress, which to me appeared very odd, and even inconsistent. They 
very properly observe, at first, that the mode of executing their trust 
may be so diversified, in the course of their deliberations, that it is 
scarcely possible to give particular instructions respecting it , and yet 
in a few minutes they so see into futurity as to venture to give one in. 
struction very peremptorily respecting a separation from our Mother 
Country. 'Tis not easy to understand what they may precisely mean 
by such a separation. Without asserting any thing, I would take the 
liberty to ask a few questions. There can surely be no hurt in query- 
ing a little. I would therefore ask, are they certain that Great Britain 
cannot, or will not, in the course of the year, treat us in such a manner 
as to forfeit all right to our dependance upon them ? Are they sure 
that, if Great Britain does so, it will still he best, at all adventures, to 
put our necks into their yoke ? Are they sure that Britain will not 
call in foreign aid, so as to oblige us also to do the same 1 Are they 
sure that if Britain should thus oblige us to call in foreign aid, we 
should not be as much. under obligation to our new allies as to Britain? 
Are they sure that, if we submit to British Government, they will not, 
as heretofore, try to fill all places of trust and profit with their crea- 
tures, so as by degrees entirely to bring us under ? Are they sure that 
such a resolution, in the Province of Pennsylvania, will not encourage 
Britain, and make them rise in their demand upon us, since they may 
expect, from such an instruction, that we should submit to any thing 
rather than a separation from them ? Are they sure that if all the 
other Colonies should agree in a form of Government, it would be best 
for their Delegates to reject it and stand out ? Was there any need of 
mentioning the change of the Government in their own Province ? 
Could there be any the least ground for a suspicion of that, let our 
separation from our Mother Country be as it would ? Is this instruc- 
tion agreeable to thewisdom and prudence that has generally appeared 
in the Assembly of that Province 1 Are they sure that it is best Ame- 
rica should not be independent as to Government, and that several na. 
tions, suppose Britain, Holland, France, and Spain, should have equal 
advantago of our trade, and they should all be bound to maintain our 
independency in other respects ? Suppose that Britain should have all 
the advantago of our trade, is not that all that can really be beneficial 
to them ? Slay there not be a proper treaty for Britain's having the 
advantage of our trade, without being any other way under their Gov- 
ernment 1 Have we not already tasted too much of their legislative 
power ever to let them have the advantage in their hands again ? Is 
not the advantage of our trade, regulated by a proper treaty, all that 
Britain has a right to expect or desire, and all that we have a right to 
grant ? Lycurgus. 

New-Jeesey, December 4, 1775. 
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spective Colonies, and cause them to be printed and made 
publick there. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill 
for the relief of certain Insolvent Debtors, who have peti- 
tioned for the discharge of their persons from imprisonment, 
reported they had essayed a draught for that purpose, 
which they presented at the table; and the same being read 
the first time, was ordered to lie on the table for a second 
reading. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the progress 
made in the manufacturing of Saltpetre in this Province 
presented at the table a report thereon, in writing, which 
was read by order, and is as follows, viz : 

Your Committee have viewed the buildings erected by 
order of the Committee of Inspection, on a lot of ground in 
Market-Street, and also sundry conveniences and utensils 
placed there for the purpose of making Saltpetre, and are 
sorry to find that it has not yet been attended with the de- 
sired success ; but the gentlemen who superintended this 
work are of opinion the manufacture may be carried on 
there to good effect, if supported with the necessary funds, 
as they have now employed a person that certainly under- 
stands the business, and the quantity of Saltpetre to be 
made will depend on and be proportioned to the sum em- 
ployed. 

Your Committee also report, that Baltis Moudy has 
made, in a few weeks, a considerable quantity of Saltpetre, 
at Yorlctown, part whereof has been delivered to the 
Committee of Safety, and is very good in quality; the re- 
mainder is soon expected down. The said Moody, being 
the person now employed at the above works, gives assu- 
rances of producing the said article very fast, as he finds 
plenty of impregnated materials in this City. 

Your Committee are also informed of other persons in 
the Province, who understand making Saltpetre, and are 
willing to engage therein, on meeting with suitable en- 
couragement. 

It seems, therefore, absolutely necessary that such en- 
couragement should be given, and the greatest pains taken 
to establish so useful a manufacture in this Province. 

Your Committee do therefore recommend to the consi- 
deration of the House — 

First. Whether it would not be proper to take the works 
already erected in this City under their direction, for the 
publick benefit. 

Secondly. Whether it might not be of great use to offer, 
by vote, a good price for all Saltpetre made in this Province 
within twelve months from this time. 

Thirdly. Whether it would not be a great encourage- 
ment to individuals to attempt making Saltpetre, if pre- 
miums were ordered by the House to be paid to those who 
shall produce the greatest quantity during the next twelve 
months. 

Fourthly. Whether it may not be of publick utility to 
direct proper persons to be instructed by the said Moody 
in the art of making Saltpetre. 

Fifthly. Whether the said Moody should not be reward- 
ed for giving such instruction ; and, also^ whether he is not 
already entitled to encouragement from the publick, as the 
first person who has produced a considerable quantity of 
Saltpetre in the Province. 

Matthias Slough, Michael Hillegas, 

Michael Swoope, George Gray, 

John Montgomery, John Brown, 

Bernard Dougherty, Isaac Pearson. 

November 10, 1775. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Saturday, November 11, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

An account of Bedding, Furniture, Sic, in the Barracks 
of this City, taken by order of the Committee of Safety, 
being laid before the House, and a great deficiency appear- 
ing in most of the articles, 

Ordered, That the Barrackmaster do forthwith provide, 
under the direction of the Committee of Safety, a further 
number of Beds, Blankets, and other necessary Furniture 
13 
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in the said Barracks, for the use of the Troops in the pay 
of this Province. 

The House adjourned to Monday next, at four o'clock, 

Monday, November 13, 1775. 
Mr. Speaker, with twenty-two Members, met pursuant 
to adjournment; and a quorum not appearing, they ad- 
journed to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, November 14, 1775. 
Mr. Speaker, with twenty-four Members, met pursuant 
to the adjournment of last night ; and a quorum being still 
wanting, they adjourned to four o'clock, P. M. 

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-six Members, met this after- 
noon ; and a number sufficient to proceed on business not 
attending, they adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Wednesday, November 15, 1775. 

A quorum met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to bring in a set of Rules and 
Regulations for the Military Association m this Province, 
and to essay a draught of Resolutions for levying Taxes on 
Non-Associators, directing the mode of their appeal, and 
how the said Taxes shall be collected and applied, reported 
essays for those, purposes, which were read by order, and 
referred to further consideration. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Hil- 
legas, Mr. Miles, and Mr. Pearson, with the Speaker, be 
a Committee tp draw up and bring in Resolves for striking 
the sum of Eighty Thousand Pounds in Bills of Credit, 
agreeable to a late Resolution of the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

On motion made and seconded, whether the House will 
this afternoon take into consideration, and recommend to 
the Congress, suitable persons for Field-Officers of the 
Battalion now raising in this Province, the question was 
put by the Speaker, and carried in the affirmative. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

Pursuant to the Resolution of the forenoon, the House 
taking into consideration the Petitions of the several persons 
who have applied to be recommended to the Congress for 
Field-Officers of the Battalion now raising in this Province, 

Resolved, That John Bull, Esq., be, and he is hereby 
recommended to the honourable Continental Congress, for 
Colonel ; James Irwin, Esq., for Lieutenant-Colonel ; and 
Anthony James Morris, Esq., for Major of the said Bat- 
talion. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 



Thursday, November 16, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Upon motion, the Report of the Committee on the state 
of the Provincial Taxes was again read ; and the House 
taking into consideration the debts now outstanding, 

Ordered, That the several County Treasurers do forth- 
with pay the respective balances in their hands into the 
Provincial Treasury; and that the Commissioners of each 
County do settle their accounts of the nineteenth Eighteen 
Penny Tax, now to be levied, with their respective°Trea- 
surers, that the same may be laid before the Committee of 
Accounts in September next, for their final settlement. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above Order be transmit- 
ted by the Clerk of this House to the Board of Commis- 
sioners in each County, without delay. 

The Hoqse adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Rules and 
Regulations brought in for the better government of the 
Military Association in this Province, and having made 
some progress therein, adjourned to nine o'clock, to-mor- 
row morning, 

Friday, November 17, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment, 
The Bill intituled "An Act for the relief of Richard 
Taylor, Jacob Muck, George Jacob Uausman, Richard 



Ray, and Francis Owens, languishing prisoners in the Jail 
of Philadelphia County, and James Mackey, a languish- 
ing prisoner in the Jail of Northumberland County, with 
respect to the imprisonment of their persons," being read 
the second time, and debated by paragraphs, was ordered 
to be transcribed for a third reading. 

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a 
draught of Resolves for striking the sum of Eighty Thou- 
sand Pounds in Bills of Credit, reported an essay for that 
purpose, which was read by order, and referred to further 
consideration. 

The House proceeded in the consideration of the Rules 
and. Regulations for the better government of the Military 
Association in this Province ; and after some time spent 
therein, the following questions were called for, and put by 
the Speaker, viz : 

First. Whether the Associators shall meet two and 
twenty times, from this day to the 14th of October next, 
for their improvement in military discipline. 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Parker, Mr. Swoope, 

Hillegas, Morris, Montgomery, 

Bartholomew, Taylor, 

Slough, Dougherty. 

Ewing, 

Nays. 
Mr. Chapman, 
Twining, 
Brown, 
Jenks, 
Pearson, 

The House dividing equally on the above question, the 
casting vote was given by the Speaker in the negative. 

Secondly. Whether the Associators shall meet twenty 
times, for the above purpose, within the times aforesaid. 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Parker, Mr. Swoope, 

Hillegas, Morris, Montgomery, 

Gray, Bartholomew, Taylor, 

Potts, Slough, Dougherty. 

Miles, Ewing, 

Nays. Nays. Nays. 

Mr. Roberts, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Jacobs, 

Rodman, Twining, Humphreys, 

Haney, Brown, Pyle, 

Wynkoop, .bnks, Webb. 

Foulke, Pearson, 

The Members being equally divided, the casting vote 
was given by the Speaker in the affirmative. 

The House adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 



Gray, 
Potts, 
Miles, 

Nays. 
Mr. Roberts, 
Rodman, 
Haney, 
Wynkoop, 
Foulke, 



Nays. 
Mr. Jacobs, 

Humphreys, 

Pyle, 

Webb. 



ins. 



Saturday, November 18, 1775. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment, and took into 
consideration the Resolves brought in by the Committee 
for striking the sum of Eighty Thousand Pounds in Bills 
of Credit ; which being again read, were, after some addi- 
tions, agreed to, and follow in these words, viz : 

1. Resolved, That Bills of Credit, to the value of Eighty 
Thousand Pounds, shall, on or before the 20th day of De- 
cember next, be prepared and printed, on good strong pa- 
per, under the care and direction of George Gray, Joseph 
Parker, William Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, Esquires, 
or any three of them ; the charge of which to be defrayed 
out of the Bills hereby to be emitted ; which Bills shall 
be made and prepared in manner and form following, viz : 
-according to the Resolves of the Assembly of Pennsyl- 
vania, of the 18th day of November, in the sixteenth year 
of the reign of His Majesty George III ; dated at Phila- 
delphia, the Sth day of December, 1775. 

And the said Bills shall have such escutcheons and de- 
vices as the said George Gray, Joseph Parker, William 
Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, or anv three of them, shall 
think proper; each of which Bills shall be of the several 
and respective denominations following, and no other viz: 
Sixteen thousand of the same Bills, of the sum of Forty 
Shillings ; sixteen thousand of the same Bills, of the sum 
of Thirty Shillings; sixteen thousand of the same Bills, of 
the sum of Twenty Shillings; and sixteen thousand of the 
same Bills, of the sum of Ten Shillings. 

And the said George Gray, Joseph Parker, William 
Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, or any three of them, shall 
use their best care, attention, and diligence, during the 
printing of the said Bills, that the number and amount 
thereof, according to the respective denominations afore- 
said, be riot exceeded, nor any clandestine or fraudulent 
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practice used by the printer, his servants, or other persons 
concerned therein. 

2. Resolved, That for perfecting the said Bills, all and 
every of them shall be signed by three of the persons here- 
after named : that is to say, Matthew Clarkson, William 
Smith, Broker, Joseph Redman, William Crispin, Thomas 
Leech, William Kenly, Josiah Hewes, Andrew Tybout, 
George Douglas, Charles Moore, Thomas Moore, Abel 
Evans, Peter Thomson, Samuel Cadwallader Morris, Cor- 
nelius Barnes, Sketchley Morton, Elisha Price, and Ni- 
cholas Fairlamb, Gentlemen, who are hereby nominated 
and appointed to be signers of the said Bills, and shall, be- 
fore they receive or sign any of the said Bills, take an 
oath or affirmation to the following effect, viz : 

" That they shall well and truly sign and number all the 
Bills of Credit that shall come to their hands for that pur- 
pose, and the same, when so signed and numbered, will 
deliver or cause to be delivered to the said George Gray, 
Joseph Parker, William Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, or 
any three of them." 

3. Resolved, That for avoiding the danger of embezzle- 
ment or misapplication of any of the said Bills of Credit, 
the said George Gray, Joseph Parker, William Rodman, 
and Isaac Pearson, or any three of them, after the said Bills 
are printed, shall deliver them to the said signers, to be 
signed and numbered by parcels ; for which the said sign- 
ers, or some of them, shall give their receipt: that is to 
say, two thousand Pounds value in the said Bills at one 
time, and so from time to time until all the said Bills of 
Credit shall be signed and numbered, in such manner that 
not more than the sum of two thousand Pounds shall re- 
main in such signers' hands at any one time ; of all which 
said Bills of Credit, so delivered to be signed, a true ac- 
count shall be kept by the signers, who, upon their re- 
delivery of each or any parcel of the said Bills, by them 
signed and numbered, shall take the receipt of the said 
George Gray, Joseph Parker, William Rodman, and Isaac 
Pearson, or any three of them, to charge them before any 
Committee of Assembly to be appointed for that purpose. 
And each of the said signers shall receive ten Shillings for 
every thousand of the said Bills by them signed and num- 
bered ; and each of the said George Gray, Joseph Parker, 
William Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, shall have and re- 
ceive for their trouble the sum of ten Shillings per diem ; 
and the Treasurer, hereafter appointed for receiving and 
paying the said Bills of Credit, shall have and receive five 
Shillings for every hundred Pounds, and no more ; to be 
paid out of the Bills of Credit hereby ordered to be 
emitted. 

4. Resolved, That after the said Bills shall be signed, 
numbered, and perfected, the said George Gray, Joseph 
Parker, William Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, or any three 
of them, shall deliver them to Michael Hillegas, Esq., who 
is hereby appointed Treasurer for this purpose, and take 
his receipt or receipts for the same, who shall pay off and 
discharge, out of the said Bills of Credit, all such drafts 
and certificates as shall be made by order of the Assembly 
or the Committee of Safety of this Province. 

5. Resolved, That the Treasurer aforesaid shall give 
bond, with two sufficient sureties, to John Morton, Esq., 
in the sum of ten thousand Pounds, for the faithful dis- 
charge of the trust reposed in him. 

And for the more certain paying, redeeming, discharging, 
and sinking the said Bills of Credit hereby emitted, 

6. Resolved, That a Tax shall be raised and levied, by 
the respective Commissioners and Assessors of the several 
Counties within this Province, on the same persons and 
property, in the same proportion, and in the same manner 
and mode as the Provincial Tax (by the laws now in force) 
is raised, levied, and recovered, and shall be paid by tie 
respective County Treasurers to the Treasurer for the time 
being, appointed or to be appointed for that purpose ; which 
said Tax shall commence immediately after sinking the 
Thirty-Five Thousand Pounds issued by the Resolutions of 
the late Assembly, on the 30th day of June last ; which 
Tax, for the purpose aforesaid, the several Commissioners 
and Assessors are enjoined and required to raise, levy, and 
recover, and cause to be paid to the Treasurer aforesaid, as 
they regard the freedom, welfare, and safety of their Coun- 
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7. Resolved, That the Treasurer appointed as aforesaid, 



or his successor, shall yearly and every year pay into the 
hands of the Committees of Assembly, appointed to audit 
and settle the publick accounts, all such sum and sums of 
money in the Bills of Credit of the Thirty-Five Thousand 
Pounds emitted as aforesaid, and of the Eighty Thousand 
Pounds hereby to be emitted ; which sums, so paid, the 
said Committees are hereby enjoined and required to burn, 
sink, and destroy. And the said Treasurer, when required, 
shall also lay his accounts before the Assembly, or the said 
Committees, for their inspection and settlement. 

8. Resolved, That the sum of five Shillings for every 
hundred Pounds be allowed to the said Michael Hillegas, 
for his commissions as Treasurer of the Thirty-Five Thou- 
sand Pounds issued by the Resolutions of the late Assem- 
bly of this Province ; also, ten Shillings per diem to each 
member of the Committee appointed to superintend the 
printing of the said Thirty-Five Thousand Pounds, and 
ten Shillings for every thousand Bills, to each signer of the 
same ; to be paid out of the Eighty Thousand Pounds to 
be hereby emitted. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Rules and 
Regulations before them, for the better government of the 
Military Association in this Province ; and, after further 
debate thereon, and some additions and amendments pro- 
posed by the Members, adjourned to Monday next, at four 
o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Monday, November 30, 1775. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter just received 
from Thomas Mifflin, Esq., dated at Cambridge, the 12th 
instant, requesting the Speaker to make his respectful com- 
pliments to the House, and to inform them that it is not in 
his power to serve as a member of their body this year, 
and desiring that his election may be therefore considered 
as void. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That in the absence of the Pre- 
sident and Vice-President, any seven or more of the Com- 
mittee of Safety, being met, may choose a Chairman for the 
time, in place of the President and Vice-President so ab- 
sent. 

The Bill intituled " An Act for the relief of Richard 
Taylor, Jacob Muck, George Jacob Hausman, Richard 
Ray, and Francis Owens, languishing prisoners in the Jail 
of Philadelphia County, and James Mackey, a languishing 
prisoner in the Jail of Northumberland County, with re- 
spect to the imprisonment of their persons," being tran- 
scribed according to order, was read the third time, and 
compared at the table. 

Resolved, That the Bill do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Rodman and Mr. Jacobs wait on the 
Governour therewith, for his assent to the same. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Tuesday, November 21, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour with 
the Bill passed last night, reported they had delivered the 
same, according to order, and that his Honour was pleased 
to say he would take the said Bill into immediate con- 
sideration. 

The House proceeded in the consideration of the Rules 
and Regulations for the better government of the Military 
Association in this Province, and, having gone through the 
same, ordered them to be transcribed. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Articles of 
Association in this Province, and, having made some pro- 
gress therein, adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Wednesday, November 22, 1775. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Articles of 
Association in this Province, and, having gone through the 
same, ordered them to be transcribed. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

A Representation from the Committee of the City and 
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Liberties of Philadelphia was presented to the House and 
read, setting forth " that the late honourable House of As- 
sembly having thought proper to emit thirty-five thousand 
Pounds for publick use, the same was generally received by 
the inhabitants of this Province in payment, and met with 
the usual currency; but that the Committee are now greatly 
concerned to find that some persons, not sufficiently attend- 
ing to the importance of preserving publick credit at this 
critical juncture, scruple receiving the bills of the above 
emission, by which means there is the utmost reason to fear 
a depreciation, and consequently the publick interest mate- 
rially injured ; that, in particular, the persons referred to in 
the annexed papers have refused receiving the bills of 
credit of this Province of the above emission ; that the 
Committee, not doubting the zeal and attachment of the 
House to the great and important concerns of this Province, 
beg leave to solicit their attention to this matter, and pray 
that they will take such steps as they may judge will have 
the best tendency to remedy and prevent this evil." 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Resolu- 
tions directing the mode of levying Taxes on Non-Associa- 
tors in this Province ; and, having made some progress 
therein, adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, November 23, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter from Samuel 
Hunter, Esq., and others, of the County of Northumber- 
land, dated Sunbury, the 20th inst., acquainting the House 
that two of the Magistrates and the Sheriff of the said Coun- 
ty had lately had an interview with Zebulon Butler, and 
some others of the principal men among the Connecticut 
settlers at Wyoming, had read the late Resolves of this As- 
sembly to them, and inquired whether they would peace- 
ably submit themselves to the laws of Pennsylvania ; to 
which they answered, they despised the laws of that Pro- 
vince, and never would submit to them unless compelled 
by force ; and that if the Government of the said Province 
thought it advisable to use such means with them, they 
should be ready to meet them at any hour they pleased ; 
that the said Magistrates and Sheriff having received a great 
deal of threatening and abusive language from the common 
people, returned home by another way, apprehending that 
if they came back the same road they had gone up, it must 
be with great risk to their lives. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The House proceeded in the consideration of the Reso- 
lutions directing the mode of levying Taxes on Non-Asso- 
ciators in this Province ; and, after some time spent therein, 
adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 

^ The House resumed the consideration of the Resolutions 
directing the mode of levying Taxes on Non-Associators in 
this Province ; and, after a debate of considerable length, 
adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Friday, November 24, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms producing to the House an Ac- 
count of four Pounds, seventeen Shillings, and six Pence, 
for giving notice to certain absent Members to attend the' 
publick service, 

Ordered, That the same be paid by the Clerk, out of the 
money in his hands. 

The House having taken into consideration the repre- 
sentation from the Committee of the City and Liberties of 
Philadelphia, respecting the refusal of some persons to re- 
ceive the Bills of Credit lately issued in this Province, 

Resolved, That any person refusing to receive in pay- 
ment any of the Bills of Credit emitted by the Resolutions 
of the late or present House of Assembly, thereby endea- 
vours to injure the currency of the said Bills ; and as such 
conduct has a manifest tendency to obstruct the publick 
measures for defending the freedom and promoting the wel- 
fare and safety of this Country, such person ought there- 
fore to be deemed inimical to the liberties of America. 

The House again took up the Resolutions directing the 
mode of levying Taxes on Non-Associators in this Province; 



and having made further progress in the consideration there- 
of, adjourned to three o'clock, in the afternoon. 

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Parker, Mr. Rodman, 
Mr. Pearson, and Mr. Jacobs, with the Speaker, be a Com- 
mittee to examine and adjust the Accounts of the several 
Battalions of Associators in this Province, and that they 
have power to draw orders for payment of the same upon 
Michael Ilillegas, Esq., which he is required to pay out 
of the Eighty Thousand Pounds ordered to be struck and . 
emitted by the Resolutions of this House. 

Resolved, That the said Committee be directed to make 
particular inquiry concerning the contributions made by the 
people called Menonists, Ornish Menonists, and Sunday 
Baptists, in Lancaster County, in pursuance of the recom- 
mendations of the late House of Assembly on the thirtieth 
of June last, and report to this House, at their next meet- 
ing, how much of the said contributions has been paid for 
the use of any, and what Batlalion or Company of Asso- 
ciators in that County; and the said Committee are also 
directed not to draw any order in favour of such Battalion 
or Company, until they receive further directions from this 
House. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Petition 
and Account from Benjamin Loxley, and referred the same 
to the Committee appointed to settle the Accounts of the 
Battalions in this Province, who are directed to draw an 
order on Michael Hillegas, Esquire, for payment of the 
balance they shall find due on the said Account. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Hil- 
legas, &nd Mr. Morris, with the Speaker, be a Committee 
to revise and correct the Minutes of this House before they 
are printed. 

Upon motion, the Petition from Christopher Tully was 
again read ; and, after some debate, 

Ordered, That Mr. Gray, Mr. Parker, and Mr. Miles, 
be a Committee to inquire whether the said Tully first in- 
troduced the machine he describes into this Province, and 
whether it is likely to be of any, and what service to the 
publick. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Letter from 
Thomas Mifflin, Esq., requesting that his election to a seat 
in this House may be considered as void. 

Resolved, That the seat of the said Member be vacated 
accordingly, and that the Speaker do issue his order for a 
new election before the next meeting of this House. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Resolu- 
tions directing the mode of levying Taxes on Non-Associa- 
tors in this Province ; which, being gone through, were 
ordered to be transcribed. 

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 



ing. 



Saturday, November 25, 1775. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment ; and taking 
into consideration the Letter from Northumberland County, 
respecting the Connecticut settlers at Wyoming, 

Ordered, That Mr. Potts and Mr. Brown wait on the 
Governour with the said Letter, and request he will be 
pleased to give orders for a due execution of the laws of 
this Province in the Counties of Northumberland and North- 
ampton. 

Ordered, That the said Members acquaint his Honour 
the House have agreed to adjourn to Monday, the 12th 
of February next, if he has no objection thereto. 

Upon consideration of the motion of the 23d instant, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Commission- 
ers of the County of Philadelphia to finish the new Jail 
as speedily as may be, and that the Prisoners be removed 
thither without loss of time. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That Mr. Slough and Mr. Webb 
be requested to have such repairs made at the Lancaster 
Barracks as appear to be immediately necessary, and lay 
an account of the expense before the House. 

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour with 
the Northumberland Letter and the verbal messages of the 
House, reported they had delivered the same according to 
order, and that his Honour was pleased to say he harfno 
objection to the adjournment proposed by the House 
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Upon consideration of the Petition from Petapanihila, 
(alias George Allen,) an Indian, who has distinguished 
himself by his fidelity to this Province for many years 
past, 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred Pounds be al- 
lowed and given to the said Indian, and that Mr. Hillegas 
and Mr. Miles be requested to lay out the same for him in 
such goods and other necessaries as may be most useful to 
him. 

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M. 
An Account of Mr. Dickinson's attendance, to the time 
of the last appointment of Delegates for this Province in 
Congress, being laid before the House, an Order was drawn 
on Michael Hillegas, Esq., for one hundred and seven 
Pounds, in payment of the said Account. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Report of 
the Committee on the manufacture of Saltpetre, and having 
spent some time therein, 

Resolved, That this House will take the Saltpetre Works, 
erected in this City, into their care and under their direc- 
tion. 

Resolved, That Owen Riddle, David Riitenhouse, and 
Peter Dehaven, Gentlemen, be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed a Committee to superintend the said Works. 

Resolved, That the said Committee may remove the 
Works for making Saltpetre, or any part of them, to any 
other lot in or near this City, if they shall be of opinion 
that it will be more suitable for that purpose than the lot 
on which they are now placed. 

Resolved, That the said Committee may draw Orders 
on Michael Hillegas, Esq., for any sum not exceeding five 
hundred Pounds, for carrying on the said Works, which he 
is hereby directed to pay out of the Eighty Thousand 
Pounds ordered to be struck and emitted by the Resolu- 
tions of this House. 

Resolved, That the said Committee keep regular Ac- 
counts of the Money they shall so draw for, and lay the 
same before the Assembly, or any Committee thereof, 
whenever they shall be required. 

Resolved, That the sum of twenty-five Pounds be paid 
for every hundred weight of good merchantable Saltpetre 
that shall be. made and manufactured in this Province, and 
delivered to the Committee of Safety within the space of 
twelve months from this time. 

Resolved, That the said Committee draw an Order on 
Michael Hillegas, Esq., for twenty-five Pounds, payable 
to Raltis Moody, as a premium for the Saltpetre he has 
already made ; and a further sum of twenty-five Pounds, 
over and above his wages, when he shall have fully in- 
structed such persons as the Committee shall put under his 
direction, in the method of making Saltpetre. 

The Committee appointed to inquire what progress has 
been made by the Commissioners and Assessors of the 
several Counties, in providing the Arms directed for pub- 
lick use by the late Assembly, reported : 

That they have been attended by one of the Commis- 
sioners and one of the Assessors, of Philadelphia Coun- 
ty, and informed by them that they have entered into 
contracts with different people, for making the Arms in- 
tended for this County, and have used every means in 
their power to forward thesarne, since the pattern was de- 
livered to them. That the Committee are also informed 
agreements have been made by the Commissioners of the 
Counties of Rucks, Chester, Lancaster, York, Cumber- 
land, Rerks, Northampton, Redford, and Westmoreland, 
for the Arms and Accoutrements ordered for those Coun- 
ties, in some of which the_y are nearly completed ; but they 
have not yet heard what has been done in respect to this 
business by the Commissioners of Northumberland, to whom 
the pattern was sent by the Committee of Safety, in com- 
mon with the rest, . 

Submitted to the House by 

John Jacobs, Thomas Potts, 

Curtis Grubb, Samuel Miles, 

Michael Swqope, William Rodman, 
Henry Chreist, Benj. Bartholomew. 

Michael Hillegas, 
November 25, 1775. 

The Articles of Association in Pennsylvania, the Rules 
and Regulations for the better government of the said As- 



sociation, and the Resolutions directing the mode of levy- 
ing Taxes on Non-Associators in the said Province, being 
all transcribed according to order, were again read, agreed 
to by the House, and are as they severally follow, viz : 

Rules and Regulations for the better government of the 
Military Association in Pennsylvania. 

First. All Officers chosen or appointed in Battalions 
that were formed before the first day of October last, in the 
City of Philadelphia, the District of Soulhwark, and the 
Townships of the Northern Liberties, Moyamensing, and 
Passyunk, to take rank or precedence of all other Officers 
of equal dignity, chosen or appointed in any other part of 
the Province. 

Second. All Officers chosen or appointed before the said 
first day of October, as aforesaid, in Philadelphia County, 
to take rank of all Officers of equal dignity, chosen or 
appointed in any other County. 

Third. All Officers chosen or appointed before the said 
first day of October, as aforesaid, in Rucks County, to take 
rank of all Officers of equal dignity, chosen or appointed 
in any other than the City of Philadelphia, the District of 
Southwark, and the Townships of the Northern Liberties, 
Moyamensing, and Passyunk. 

Fourth. All Officers chosen or appointed before the said 
first, day of October, as aforesaid, in Chester County, to 
take rank of all Officers of equal dignity, chosen or ap- 
pointed in any other than Rucks and Philadelphia Coun- 
ties, and Philadelphia City, the District of Southwark, 
and Townships of the Northern Liberties, Moyamensing, 
and Passyunk. 

Fifth. All Officers chosen or appointed before the said 
first day of October, as aforesaid, in Lancaster County, to 
rank before Officers of equal dignity, chosen or appointed 
in any other than Chester, Rucks, and Philadelphia Coun- 
ties, and the City of Philadelphia, the District of South- 
wark, and Townships of the Northern Liberties, Moya- 
mensing, and Passyunk. 

Sixth. All Officers chosen or appointed before the said 
first day of October, as aforesaid, in York County, to rank 
before Officers of equal dignity, in any other than Lancas- 
ter, Chester, Rucks, and Philadelphia Counties, Phila- 
delphia City, the District of Southwark, and Townships 
of the Northern Liberties, Moyamensing, and Passyunk. 

Seventh. All Officers chosen or appointed before the 
said first day of October, as aforesaid, in Cumberland 
County, to rank before Officers of equal dignity, in the 
junior Counties of Rerks, Northampton, Redford, North- 
umberland, and Westmoreland . 

Eighth. All Officers chosen or appointed before the said 
first day of October, as aforesaid, in Rerks County, to rank 
before officers of equal dignity, in the Counties of North- 
ampton, Redford, Northumberland, and Westmoreland. 

Ninth. All Officers chosen or appointed before the said 
first day of October, as aforesaid, in Northampton County, 
to rank before Officers of equal dignity, in Redford, North- 
umberland, and Westmoreland Counties. 

Tenth. All Officers chosen or appointed before the said 
first day of October, as aforesaid, in Redford County, to 
rank before Officers of equal dignity, in Northumberland 
and Westmoreland Counties. 

Eleventh. All Officers chosen or appointed before the 
said first day of October, as aforesaid, in Northumberland 
County, to rank before Officers of equal dignity, in West- 
moreland County. 

Twelfth. All Officers chosen or appointed before the 
said first day of October, as aforesaid, in Westmoreland , 
the youngest or last made County in this Province, to yield 
up rank or precedence to all Officers of equal dignity, cho- 
sen or appointed in every other County in this Province 
before the said first day of October, as aforesaid. 

Thirteenth. Where Commissions of equal dignity, in 
different Counties, bear the same date, precedency to be 
determined by seniority of Counties ; but where they are 
in the same County, by the rank of the Battalion. 

Fourteenth. The Colonels chosen or appointed in the 
City of Philadelphia, the District of Southwark, and the 
Townships of the Northern Liberties, Moyamensing, and 
Passyunk, having already determined their ranks with re- 
spect to each other by lot, their and the other Field-Officers' 
Commissions will be dated according to the lot sodrawn. 



1803 



PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLY, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1804 



Fifteenth. The Colonels chosen or appointed in every 
County, before the said first day of October, are to deter- 
mine their rank with respect to each other, where not 
already done, by lot ; and Commissions for them and their 
respective Field-Officers will be dated accordingly. 

Sixteenth. The Captains in every Battalion to determine 
their rank in Battalion, where not already settled, by lot ; 
and their Commissions, with those of their Lieutenants and 
Ensigns, will be dated accordingly. 

Seventeenth. All Officers chosen or appointed after the 
said first day of October, to have their Commissions dated 
at the time of such choice or appointment, and to take rank 
according to said dates. 

Eighteenth. All Battalions to be completed as soon as 
possible, and, except Battalions of Riflemen, to consist of 
at least six Companies, of not less than forty and not more 
than seventy-six Privates each ; and to have for officers 
a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, two Majors, a Standard- 
Bearer, Adjutant, Sergeant-Major, a Drum and Fife Major; 
and the officers of each Company to consist of a Captain, 
two Lieutenants, one or two Ensigns, four Sergeants, four 
Corporals, a Drummer and Fifer, except the Light-Infantry 
Companies, which, instead of two Lieutenants and two 
Ensigns, are to have four Lieutenants, the two youngest of 
which are to rank as Ensigns. 

Nineteenth. All Battalions of Riflemen shall consist of 
at least six Companies, of not less than forty nor more than 
fifty-six Privates each ; and have for officers a Colonel, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and two Majors ; and the officers of 
each Company shall be a Captain, two First Lieutenants, 
and two Second Lieutenants, who shall rank as Ensigns, a 
Fifer or Horn-Blower, and as many Sergeants and Corpo- 
rals as may be found necessary — the Sergeants, Corporals, 
and Fifers or Horn-Blowers, to be appointed by the Field- 
Officers. Every officer and private of a Rifle Company 
shall furnish himself with a good rifle gun, a powder-horn, 
a charger, a bullet-screw, twelve flints, a strong pouch, or 
bag, that will hold four pounds of ball, and such other ac- 
coutrements as may be proper for a Rifleman. 

Twentieth. The Standafd-Bearer of each Battalion to 
rank as eldest Lieutenant of the Battalion. 

Twenty-First. All national distinctions in dress or name 
to be avoided, it being proper that we should now be united, 
in this General Association for defending our liberties and 
properties, under the sole denomination of Americans. 

Twenty- Second. No Field-Officers to have Companies. 

Twenty-Third. For the better order and government of 
Companies which may be raised after the completion of the 
several Battalions already formed in the City and Coun- 
ties, such Companies are not to be admitted as independent, 
but are to be annexed to the most convenient Battalion, 
until a sufficient number of Companies are raised to form 
a new Battalion ; and no number of Associators are to be 
considered as a Company, unless they consist of at least 
forty Privates; but it is recommended that, till that num- 
ber be completed, the Associators join the most convenient 
Company, exercise and do duty with such Company. 

Twenty-Fourth. All Battalions now formed, as well as 
those hereafter to be formed, are desired to make the ne- 
cessary returns of their Officers, with their respective ranks, 
to the Committee of their County, and the Committees are 
desired to certify such returns, with the respective rank of 
each Battalion in their County, to the Committee of Safety, 
that Commissions may be issued immediately for every 
Officer, in conformity with these Rules. 

Twenty-Fifth. Every Associator, except Riflemen, is 
required to furnish himself with a good and sufficient fire- 
lock, fit for actual service, a bayonet fitted thereto, steel 
ramrod, worm, priming-wire and brush, a cartridge-box that 
will contain twenty-three rounds of cartridges, twelve flints, 
a knapsack, a sufficient powder-horn, and a pouch at the 
bottom of Ins cartridge-box, or a strong bag, that will hold 
four pounds of ball. 

Twenty-Sixth. The Commissioners and Assessors of the 
several Counties within this Province shall deliver the fire- 
locks, bayonets, cartridge-boxes, and knapsacks, directed 
to be provided by the resolutions of the late House of As- 
sembly, to the Commanding Officers of the several Bat- 
talions in their respective Counties, in due proportions, 
according to the number of men in each Battalion, for the 
use of such Associators, in their Battalions, as are unable to 



supply themselves, taking receipts for the same, which they 
shall immediately transmit to the Committee of Safety, first 
having entered the accounts of the same in their respective 
minute books ; and the said Commanding Officers shall be 
accountable for the delivery of such arms and accoutre- 
ments, unless lost in actual service, whenever they shall be 
called upon by the Assembly or Committee of Safety. 

Twenty-Seventh. Every Associator is required to attend 
constantly, with his arms and accoutrements in good order, 
on the last Monday in the month of February, the two last 
Mondays in the month of March, the three last Mondays 
in the month of April, the four Mondays in the month of 
May, the two first Mondays in the month of June, the last 
Monday in the month of July, the three first Mondays in 
the month of August, the three last Mondays in the month 
of September, and the second Monday in the month of 
October, at the places appointed by their Commanding 
Officers, to be trained and exercised in Companies or Bat- 
talions, as the officers shall direct. 

And it is also recommended to such Associators as are 
not sufficiently expert in the exercise to meet as frequently 
as they conveniently can, at other times, to perfect them- 
selves in the same. It is also directed, that the Com- 
manding Officers, respectively, shall give due notice to the 
Associators of the places and hours of meeting, either in 
Companies or Battalion; and if the Associators are pre- 
vented from meeting on any of the days herein appointed, 
by the inclemency of the weather, they are to meet on 
the next fair day. 

Twenty-Eighth. No Company or a Battalion shall meet 
at a tavern on any of the days of exercise, nor shall march 
to any tavern before they are discharged. 

Twenty-Ninth. The Associators, on days of exercise, 
may be detained, under arms, on duty in the field, any 
time not exceeding six hours, provided they are not kept 
above three hours under arms at any one time, without 
allowing them a proper time to refresh themselves. 

Thirtieth. The Sergeant or Clerk of any Company to 
be for this purpose appointed by the Captain, Lieutenants, 
and Ensigns of the Company, is required, at the end of 
one hour after the time appointed for the meeting of the 
Company or Battalion, to call over the Musler-Roll of the 
Company, noting those who are absent, and that day to 
make return, in writing, to the Captain, of such absentees ; 
and all persons so absent at the time of calling over the 
Roll are to be liable to the fines hereafter mentioned in 
the Articles for non-attendance. 

Thirty-First. The Captain of every Company, as soon 
as he is supplied by the publick with powder and lead 
for the purpose, is to take especial care that twenty-three 
rounds of Cartridges are properly made up and suited to 
the bore of each firelock, respectively, belonging to his 
Company, and shall keep all the Cartridges that are so 
made up in some dry and convenient place, with the name 
of the private affixed for whose firelock they are fitted, 
ready to be delivered out when occasion requires. 

Thirty- Second. Adjutants, Drummers, and Fifers, shall 
receive the following Pay for every day of service they 
attend their respective Battalions or Companies by order 
of the Commanding Officer: An Adjutant, seven Shil- 
lings and six Pence; a Drummer, three Shillings; a Fifer, 
three Shillings. The Drum-Major and Fife-Major of every 
Battalion shall receive each a sum not exceeding fifteen 
Shillings per week, and be continued in pay as°long as 
the Colonels of the several Battalions shall think neces- 
sary; and it is required that such Drum-Majors and Fife- 
Majors, when not in service on days of exercise, shall be 
diligently employed in instructing a proper number of per- 
sons for Drummers and Fifers of the several Battalions. 

Thirty-Third. All Officers and Soldiers of the Asso- 
ciation, when employed on military watch and ward, or 
when called into actual service, in case of an invasion or 
insurrection, or imminent danger of either, by this House 
of Assembly, or, in their recess, by the Committee of 
Safety, shall, while on such watch or in such service, be 
entitled to and receive the same pay that the Officers and 
Soldiers of the Continental Troops receive. 

Thirty-Fourth. If any Officer or Soldier, not labouring 
under any infirmity incapacitating him to serve, shall, when 
so^ called into actual service, refuse to appear and march, 
with his arms, ammunition, and accoutrements, or shall 
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depart without leave of the Commanding Officer, he shall 
be held up to the publick as a coward and a betrayer of 
his Country. 

Thirty-Fifth. If any Associator so called into actual 
service shall leave a family not of ability to maintain them- 
selves in his absence, the Justices of the Peace of the City 
or County, and the Overseers of the Poor of the City, 
Township, or District, respectively, shall immediately make 
provision for the maintenance of such family. 

Thirty-Sixth. When any of the Associators shall be so 
called into actual service, the Commissioners of the re- 
spective Counties, or any one of them, shall immediately 
provide such Carriages as may be necessary for their ac- 
commodation, at the expense of the publick. 

Thirty- Seventh. As there may happen occasions where- 
in it may be necessary to call out a part of the Associators 
to actual, though temporary service, and not the whole 
body, and it would be inconvenient and burdensome, if, 
upon every alarm, where the assistance of part only may 
be wanted, the whole should come together, or any much 
greater number than the occasion required, it is recom- 
mended, that orders may issue from the Committee of 
Safety, to the Colonels, either to march their whole Batta- 
lions, or to send to an appointed rendezvous one or more 
Companies, as they may be wanted, according to the re- 
spective rank of the Companies, each Company serving 
on such calls in its turn, and for such proportion of time as 
shall make the burden nearly equal ; and if the Associa- 
tors who are called forth are not all provided with good 
Arms, it is recommended to those who have such, and are 
not called out, to lend the same for that occasion, at the 
risk of the publick. 

Thirty- Eighth. The Field -Officers of every Battalion 
shall appoint some person in each Company of their re- 
spective Battalions in whom they can confide, and the 
Officers in every Troop of Horse and Company of Artil- 
lery shall, in like manner, choose some person in their 
Troop or Company, respectively, whose names shall be 
returned by the said Officers, respectively, to the County 
Treasurers for the Provincial taxes in their several Coun- 
ties ; which persons so appointed shall, from time to time, 
collect all fines incurred by the Associators in their Com- 
panies for non-attendance, and shall severally pay the same 
to the said County Treasurers, respectively, first deducting 
a commission of five per centum for their trouble, which 
said County Treasurers, respectively, shall pay the same 
to Michael Hillegas, Esq., after deducting a commission 
of one per centum for their trouble ; and the said Michael 
Hillegas having exchanged the said money, in which such 
fines shall be so paid, into bills of credit of this Province, 
emitted by this or the late House of Assembly, after de- 
ducting five Shillings for every hundred Pounds for his 
trouble, shall deliver the same into the hands of the Com- 
mittees of Assembly appointed to audit and settle the pub- 
lick accounts, to be by them burnt, sunk, and destroyed, 
in abatement of the taxes. It is directed that the said 
Collectors shall account with the officers who severally ap- 
pointed them, as often as such officers shall require them 
so to do; and the said officers shall, in due time, transmit 
the accounts of the said Collectors to the respective Coun- 
ty Treasurers for the Provincial taxes. 

Lastly. This House having drawn up the following Ar- 
ticles of Agreement for all the Associators in the Province, 
they do earnestly recommend the same to be adopted, 
signed, and agreed to by all the said Associators, in order 
that one general system may prevail in Pennsylvania. 

Articles of Association in Pennsylvania. 

We, the Officers and Soldiers engaged in the present 
Association for the defence of American liberty, being fully 
sensible that, the strength and security of any body of men 
acting together consists in just regularity, due subordina- 
tion, and exact obedience to command, without which no 
individual can have that confidence in the support of those 
about him that is so necessary to give firmness and resolu- 
tion to the whole, do voluntarily and freely, after consider- 
ation of the following articles, adopt the same as the rules 
and regulations by which we agree and resolve to be go- 
verned in all our military concerns and operations, until 
the same, or any of them, shall be changed or dissolved 
by the Assembly of this Province, or a happy reconcilia- 



tion shall take place between Great Britain and the Co- 
lonies. 

First. If any Officer make use of any profane oath or 
execration, when on duty, he shall forfeit and pay for each 
and every such offence the sum of five Shillings ; and if a 
Non-Coinmissioned Officer or Soldier be thus guilty of 
cursing or swearing, he shall forfeit and pay for each and 
every such offence the sum of one Shilling. 

Second. Any Officer or Soldier who shall refuse to obey 
the lawful orders of his superior Officer, may be suspended 
from doing duty on that day, and shall, upon being con- 
victed thereof before a Regimental Court of Associators, 
make such concessions as said Court shall direct. 

Third. Any Officer or Soldier who shall begin, excite, 
cause, join in, or promote any disturbance in the Battalion, 
Troop, or Company to which he belongs, or in any other 
Battalion, Troop, or Company, shall be fined or censured, 
according to the nature of the offence, by the judgment of 
a General or Regimental Court of Associators. 

Fourth. Any Officer or Soldier who shall strike his 
superior Officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shall lift up 
any weapon, or offer any violence against him, being in 
the execution of his office, shall, upon a conviction before 
a General or Regimental Court of Associators, be dismiss- 
ed, and shall be deemed to be thereby disgraced as un- 
worthy the company of freemen. 

Fifth. Any Commanding or other Officer who shall 
strike any Associator, when on duty, shall, upon conviction 
before a General Court of Associators, suffer such punish- 
ment as the said Court shall inflict. 

Sixth. Any Officer or Soldier who shall make use of 
insolent, provoking, or indecent language, while on duty, 
shall suffer such censure or fine as shall be inflicted by a 
General or Regimental Court of Associators, according to 
the nature of the offence. 

Seventh. If any Officer or Soldier shall think himself 
injured by his Colonel or the Commanding Officer of the 
Battalion, and shall, upon due application made to him, be 
refused redress, he may complain to the General or Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Pennsylvania Associators, or to the 
Colonel of any other Battalion, who shall summon a Gen- 
eral Court of Associators, that justice may be done. 

Eighth. If any inferior Officer or Soldier shall think 
himself injured by his Captain, or other superior Officer 
in the Battalion, Troop, or Company to which he belongs, 
he may complain to the Commanding Officer of the Bat- 
talion, who shall summon a Regimental Court of Associa- 
tors, for the doing justice, according to the nature of the 
case. 

Ninth. No Officer, Non-Commissioned Officer, or Sol- 
dier, shall fail of repairing, with his arms and accoutre- 
ments, on any of the days appointed by the Assembly for 
exercising, to the place of parade or other rendezvous ap- 
pointed by the Commanding Officer, if not prevented by 
sickness or some other evident necessity, or shall go from 
the place of parade or rendezvous, without leave from the 
Commanding Officer, before he shall be regularly dismiss- 
ed, on penalty of two Shillings and six Pence. 

Tenth. Any Officer or Soldier found drunk, when un- 
der arms, shall be suspended from doing duty in the Bat- 
talion, Company, or Troop, on that day, and be fined or 
censured, at the discretion of a General or Regimental 
Court of Associators. 

Eleventh. Whatever Sentinel shall be found sleeping or 
drunk on his post, or shall leave it before he is regularly 
relieved, shall suffer such penalty or disgrace as shall be 
ordered by a Regimental Court of Associators. 

Twelfth. Whatever Commissioned Officer shall be con- 
victed, before a General Court of Associators, of behaving 
in a scandalous or infamous manner, unbecoming the cha- 
racter of an Officer and a Gentleman, shall be dismissed 
from the Association with disgrace. 

Thirteenth. Every Non-Commissioned Officer or Sol- 
dier who shall be convicted at a Regimental Court of As- 
sociators of having sold, carelessly lost, wilfully spoiled 
or wasted, or of having offered for sale any Ammunition, 
Arms, or Accoutrements, belonging to this Province, shall 
be dismissed his Battalion, Troop, or Company, as an un- 
worthy member, and be prosecuted as the law directs. 

Fourteenth. All disorders and neglects which Officers 
or Soldiers may be guilty of, to the prejudice of the good 
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order and military discipline of the Association of this Co- 
lony, are to be taken cognizance of by a General or Regi- 
mental Court of Associators, according to the nature and 
degree of the offence ; and such Officers or Soldiers shall 
be fined or censured, at the discretion of the Court. 

Fifteenth. That on the first meeting of every Com- 
pany, after subscribing these Articles of Association, and 
from thence forward on the first meeting of every Com- 
pany after the last Monday in February, annually, there 
shall be chosen by the Non-Commissioned Officers and 
Privates, out of each Company in the respective Batta- 
lions, two persons, who are entitled to vote for Members 
of Assembly, whose duty and office shall be, for the year 
following, to sit and join with the Officers in Courts of As- 
sociation, which persons so chosen shall be styled Court 
Associators. 

Sixteenth. Every General Court of Associators shall 
consist of thirteen members, six of whom shall be Com- 
missioned Officers, under the rank of a Field-Officer, and 
six Court Associators, who shall be drawn by lot out of 
the whole number for the Battalion ; and these twelve are 
to choose a President, who shall be a Field-Officer, and 
have a casting voice. 

Seventeenth. Every Regimental Court of Associators 
shall be composed of seven members: three Officers, three 
Court Associators, and a President, who is to be a Cap- 
tain, and to be chosen by the six, and also to have a cast- 
ing voice. 

Eighteenth. In all Courts of Associators not less than 
two-thirds of the members must agree in every sentence 
for inflicting penalties or for disgracing any Associator; 
otherwise he shall be acquitted. 

Nineteenth. The President of each and every Court of 
Associators, whether General or Regimental, shall require 
all witnesses, in order to the trial of offenders, to declare, 
on oath or affirmation, that the evidence they shall give is 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth ; and 
the members of all Courts of Associators shall take an 
oath or affirmation, which the President is required to 
administer to the other members, and the next in rank is 
required to administer to him, that they will give judgment 
with impartiality. 

Tiventieth. All Non-Commissioned Officers, Drummers, 
Fifers, or others, that shall be employed and receive pay 
in any of the Battalions, Companies, or Troops, shall sub- 
scribe these Rules and Regulations, and be subject to such 
fines, to be deducted from their pay, and to such penal- 
ties as a Regimental Court of Associators shall think pro- 
per, upon being convicted of having transgressed any of 
these Regulations. 

Twenty-First. All Associators called as witnesses in 
any case before a Court of Associators, who shall refuse to 
attend and give evidence, shall be censured or fined, at the 
discretion of the Court. 

Twenty- Second. No Officer or Soldier, being charged 
with transgressing these Rules, shall be suffered to do 
duty in the Battalion, Company, or Troop to which he 
belongs, until he has had his trial by a Court of Associa- 
tors ; and every person so charged shall be tried as soon 
as a Court of Associators can be conveniently assembled. 

Twenty-Third. The Officers and Soldiers of every 
Company of Artillery, or other Company, Troop, or par- 
ty, that is or shall be annexed to any Battalion, shall be 
subject to the command of the Colonel or Commanding 
Officer of said Battalion ; and the Officers shall sit as 
members of Courts of Associators, in the same manner as 
the Officers of any other Company. 

Twenty-Fourth. No penalty shall be inflicted, at the 
discretion of a Court of Associators, other than degrading, 
cashiering, or fining ; the fines for the Officers not to ex- 
ceed three Pounds, and the fine for a Non-Commissioned 
Officer or Soldier not to exceed twelve Shillings for one 
fault. 

Twenty-Fifth. The Field-Officers of each and every 
Battalion shall appoint a person in every Company to re- 
ceive such fines as may arise within the same, for breach 
of any of these Articles, (except for non-attendance;) and 
the Commissioned Officers of the Company shall, with the 
approbation of the Field-Officers, direct those fines to be 
applied to the relief of the necessitous Soldiers belonging 
to that Company, and the overplus, if any, to other neces- 



sary expenses of the Company; and such person shall ac- 
count with the Field-Officers, as often as required, for all 
such fines received, and the application thereof. 

Twenty-Sixth. The General or Commander-in-Chief of 
this Association for the time being shall have full power of 
pardoning or mitigating any censures or penalties ordered 
to be inflicted for the breach of any of these Articles, by any 
General Court of Associators; and every offender, con- 
victed as aforesaid, by any Regimental Court of Associators, 
may be pardoned, or have his penalties mitigated, by the 
Colonel or Commanding Officer of the Battalion, except- 
ing only where such censures or penalties are directed as 
satisfaction for injuries received by one officer or soldier 
from another. 

Twenty-Seventh. Any Officer, Non-Commissioned Offi- 
cer, or other person, who, having subscribed these Articles, 
shall refuse to make such concessions, pay such fines, or in 
any other matter refuse to comply with the judgment of 
any Court of Associators, shall be dismissed the service, 
and returned to the Commissioners of the County, who 
shall charge and proceed against him as a Non-Associator, 
and he shall further be deemed unfriendly to the liberties 
of America. 

Twenty-Eighth. Upon the determination of any point 
by a Regimental Court of Associators, if the officer or sol- 
dier concerned on either side thinks himself still aggrieved, 
he may appeal to a General Court of Associators ; but if, 
upon a second hearing, the appeal appears groundless and 
vexatious, the person so appealing shall be censured, at the 
discretion of the said General Court. 

Twenty-Ninth. Upon the death, resignation, promotion, 
or other removal of a Field-Officer, Standard-Bearer, or 
Adjutant, the officers of the Battalion shall choose a per- 
son in his place ; and upon the death, resignation, promo- 
tion, or other removal of an Officer or Court Associator, 
from a Troop or Company, such vacancy is to be filled by 
the person such Troop or Company shall elect. 

Thirtieth. No Officer or Soldier shall be tried a second 
time for the same offence, except in case of appeal. 

Thirty-First. All Officers and Soldiers, of every Bat- 
talion, Troop, Company, or party of Associators, who shall 
be called by the Assembly, or Committee of Safety in re- 
cess of Assembly, into actual service, shall be subject to 
all the Rules and Articles already made by the honour- 
able Congress, for the government of the Continental 
Troops. 

Thirty-Second. No Commissioned, Non-Commissioned 
Officer, or Private, shall withdraw himself from the Com- 
pany to which he belongs, without a discharge from the 
Commanding Officer of the Battalion ; nor shall such per- 
son be received into any other Company, without such 
discharge. 

In testimony of our approbation and consent to be gov- 
erned by these Regulations, which have been deliberately 
read to or carefully perused by us, we have hereunto set 
our hands. 

Resolutions directing the mode of levying Taxes on Non- 
Associators in Pennsylvania. 

First. The Assessors of the several Townships, Bo- 
roughs, Wards, and Districts, within this Province, are 
required, on or before the twenty-fifth day of March next 
ensuing, to make in writing and deliver an exact list of the 
names and surnames of every male white person, capable 
of bearing arms, between the ages of sixteen and fifty 
years, (ministers of the gospel of all denominations, and 
servants purchased bona fide and for a valuable considera- 
tion, only excepted,) residing in such Township, Borough, 
Ward, or District, to the Commissioners of the County 
chosen by virtue of the Act for raising of County Rates 
and Levies. 

Second. If any Assessor shall neglect or refuse to per- 
form the duty aforesaid, the Commissioners of the respect- 
ive Counties, or any two of them, are hereby required and 
enjoined to fine him in any sum not exceeding ten Pounds, 
unless such Assessor's refusal proceeds from conscientious 
motives ; and such fine shall be levied and recovered in the 
same manner as is directed by the laws of this Province for 
levying and recovering fines imposed on Assessors refusing 
or neglecting to perform the duties therein required of 
them, to be paid into the hands of the respective County 
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Treasurers, to be by them delivered to the same person 
and applied to the same use as the other moneys directed 
to be levied by the Resolves of this House. 

Third. The Commissioners of the respective Counties, 
or any two of them, are hereby required and enjoined to 
appoint some proper person to make out the list aforesaid, 
in the place of the Assessor so refusing or neglecting; 
which person, so appointed, shall make out and return such 
list to the Commissioners, on or before the first day of May 
next ensuing. 

Fourth. Every Assessor, or person appointed in his place 
as aforesaid, shall, before he begins to make out the lists 
aforesaid, take an oath or affirmation, which any magistrate 
of the County is hereby required and enjoined to adminis- 
ter, without fee or reward : " That he will go to the place 
or places of abode of all and every person and persons 
residing within his Township, Borough, Ward, or District, 
and make a faithful and diligent inquiry of, and endeavour, 
by all other lawful ways and means in his power, to pro- 
cure a true and exact account and list of the names and 
surnames of all male white persons capable of bearing arms, 
who are between the ages of sixteen and fifty years, residing 
within his Township, Borough, Ward, or District, and will 
make a return of such account or list (if an Assessor) to the 
Commissioners of the County, respectively, in which he 
resides, on or before the 25th day of March next ensuing, 
or (if a person appointed in the place of an Assessor) on or 
before the first day of May next ensuing." 

Fifth. Every Assessor, or other person appointed and 
acting in the place of an Assessor, as aforesaid, shall receive, 
for his trouble in making out and returning such lists, the 
sum of four Shillings for every day he shall be employed 
in that service. 

Sixth. If any dispute shall arise concerning the age of 
any Non-Associator, the same shall be determined before 
the Commissioners of the County, or any two of them, by 
oath or affirmation of the person whose age is m question, 
which oath or affirmation the said Commissioners, or any 
of them, are hereby required to administer, or by any otlrer 
proper evidence. 

Seventh. The Captains of every Company are required 
and. enjoined, on or before the fifteenth day of March next 
ensuing, to deliver, under his hand, to the Colonel of the 
Battalion to which he belongs, a copy of the Articles ,of 
Association, signed by the Associators of his Company, 
therein mentioning the County, and the Township, Bo- 
rough, Ward, or District, in which each of the said Asso- 
ciators resides, which the Colonel shall carefully keep, and 
therefrom shall immediately make out, and return on or 
before the twenty-fifth day of the same month, a fair dupli- 
cate, to the Commissioners, aforesaid, of the respective 
Counties in which the said Associators respectively re- 
side. 

Eighth. The said Commissioners, or any two of them, 
are required, on or before the first day of June next ensu- 
ing, to meet together, and cause their clerks to make out 
fair lists of the names and surnames of all persons men- 
tioned in the duplicates returned to them as aforesaid, with 
their places of abode, who appear, by the duplicates re- 
turned by the Colonels, not to have signed the Articles of 
Association ; and thereupon the said Commissioners are 
required to charge every such person, not associating, over 
and above the rates and assessments set upon him by vir- 
tue of the laws of this Province, the sum of two Pounds, 
ten Shillings, on the lists made out by their order, as afore- 
said. 

Ninth. If any person charged by the Commissioners as 
a L Non-Associator shall, at the day of appeal, produce to 
the Commissioners a certificate from the commanding offi- 
cer of any Battalion, Troop of Horse, or Company of Ar- 
tillery, that he has become an AssQciator in such Battalion, 
Troop, or Company, the Commissioners, or any two of 
them, shall make an allowance in favour of such person, of 
two Shillings and six Pence for each of the days of exer- 
cise appointed by this House, after such person became an 
Associator, on which he attended his Battalion, Troop, or 
Company, or has been fined for non-attendance. _. 

Tenth. If any person charged by the Commissioners as 
a Non-Associator shall die before the day of appeal, or if, 
before that day, an accommodation shall be made between 
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Great Britain and the Colonies on this Continent, and, in 
consequence thereof, the Military Association in this Pro- 
vince shall be dissolved ; in either of those cases the Com- 
missioners, or any two of them, shall make an abatement 
in the assessment charged as aforesaid, of two Shillings and 
six Pence for each of the days of exercise aforesaid, after 
the death of such Non-Associator, or the dissolution of the 
Association. 

Eleventh. If any Non-Associator, or the parent, guar- 
dian, master, or mistress of any Non-Associator between 
the ages of sixteen and twenty-one years, or any other 
Non-Associator, shall think him or herself aggrieved by 
the assessment aforesaid, he or she may appeal to the 
Commissioners of the County wherein h_e or she resides, 
who, or any two of them, shall meet together on the 10th 
day of October next ensuing, and so, from day to day, as 
long as may be necessary, and at such place or places as the 
Commissioners, or any two of them, shall appoint ; of which 
days and places of meeting they shall cause the Collectors 
to give due notice to the inhabitants, and then and there 
the said Commissioners, or any two of them, shall hear 
such appeals as may be made to them, and may discharge 
such assessment, or lower the same, as to them, on consi- 
deration of all circumstances, shall appear just and equi- 
table. 

Twelfth. The said Commissioners of the respective 
Counties, or any two of them, within ten days after hear- 
ing and determining the appeals made to them, shall rec- 
tify and adjust the lists returned to them as aforesaid, and 
the assessments thereon, and deliver to the Treasurers of 
the respective Counties a true account of the sums total 
which every Collector shall be charged with in pursuance 
of these resolves, and shall cause their clerks to make out 
and deliver fair duplicates thereof to the respective Collec- 
tors of the Townships, Boroughs, Wards, and Districts, 
within their respective Counties, who shall collect the said 
sums, keeping exact and separate accounts of the sums so 
charged on Non-Associators, and shall pay the same into 
the hands of the respective County Treasurers, who shall 
pay the same into the hands of Michael FEUegas, Esq., to 
be applied to such purposes as this or. any future House of 
Assembly shall judge most likely to promote the publick 
welfare; and all persons shall be liable iothe payment of 
the said sums in the same manner, and tbe Collectors shall 
have the same powers, and shall proceed in collecting and 
levying the said sums, and shall be accountable in the same 
manner as is = directed by the Act intituled " An Act Tor 
raising of County Rates and Levies," 

Thirteenth. The allowances to the Collectors of such 
assessments, and to the Treasurers, respectively, shall be 
the same with those appointed and directed in the collec- 
tion of fines from Associators for non-attendance. 

Fourteenth, The Treasurers of the respective Counties, 
before they enter on the duties hereby required of them, 
shall give the like security for the faithful discharge of their 
office to the Commissioners of their several Counties, that 
they are now obliged by the laws of this Province to give 
for the due payment of Provincial taxes. 

Fifteenth. All and every person and persons who are 
required or enjoined by these resolutions, or any of them, 
to discharge or perform any of the offices or duties herein 
before mentioned, are hereby further earnestly and solemnly 
required and enjoined, with all diligence and fidelity, stren- 
uously to exert themselves in discharging and performing 
such offices and duties, and every part thereof, as they re- 
gard the freedom, security, and happiness of their Coun- 
try. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety procure a suffi- 
cient number of the foregoing " Rules and Regulations for 
the better government of the Military Association in Penn- 
sylvania," "The Articles of said Association," and "The 
Resolutions directing the mode of levying Taxes on Non- 
Associator? i_jn Pennsylvania," to be immediately printed 
in the English and German languages, and transmitted to 
the Commanding Officers of the several Battalions, and to 
the Commissioners of the several Counties in this Pro- 
vince, 

The House adjourned to Monday, the 12th of February 
next, at four o'clock, P. M. - 
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PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Monday, October 2, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Bernard 

Dougherty, Robert Morris, George Gray, John Cadwal- 

lader, Owen Biddle. 

Two Orders, drawn the 29th ult., agreeable to a Resolve 
of the 26th, were delivered to Bernard Dougherty, Esq., 
to forward, viz : one in favour of the Commissioners and 
Assessors of Bedford County, for one hundred Pounds; 
one in favour of the Commissioners and Assessors of West- 
moreland County, for one hundred Pounds. 

Mr. Towers, Commissary, reports his having delivered 
the following articles to Mr. Henry Neal, agreeable to a 
Resolve of the 30th ult., viz: two hundred pounds of Gun- 
powder, six hundred weight of Lead, one hundred and 
eighty pounds of Grape-Shot, twelve six and four pound 
Round Shot. 

Resolved, That Captain Alexander Henderson be ap- 
pointed to the command of one of the Armed Boats. 

This day the Commissions of the undermentioned Offi- 
cers, appointed on board the Armed Boats, were signed by 
the President, and dated as follow, viz : 

1775. 
Sept. 19. No. 8, James Blair, Captain of the Burke. 
Sept. 20. No. 9, Richard Eyres, Captain of the Camden. 
Sept. 21 . No. 10, Sam. Davidson, Captain of the Warren. 
Sept. 22. No. 1 1, John Moulder, Captain of the Hancock. 
OcCr 2. No. 12, Alexander Henderson, Captain of the 

Bull-Dog. 
Aug. 29. No. 1, NathanBoyce, Lieut, of the Washington. 
Aug. 30. No. 2, Robert Pomeroy, Lieut, of the Bull- Dog. 
Sept. 1. No. 3, Hugh Montgomery, LieuU of the Con- 
gress. 
Sept. 2. No. 4, Thomas Houston, Lieut, of the Franklin. 
Sept. 15. No. 5, Gibbs Jones, Lieut, of the Ranger. 
Sept. 18. No. 6, James Allen, Lieut, of the Dickinson. 
Sept. 19. No. 7, Jeremiah Sumious, Lieut, of the Warren. 
Sept. 20. No. 8, John Chatham, Lieut, of the Burke. 
Sept. 21. No. 9, George Garland, Lieut- of the Camden. 
Sept. 23. No. 10, Benjamin Thompson, Lieut, of the Ex- 

periment. 
Sept.^b. No. 11, David Fort, Lieut, of the Hancock. 

Mr. Pomeroy this day resigned his office as Lieutenant on 
board the Armed Boat Bull-Dog, in consequence of this 
Board refusing to appoint him Commander of said Boat. 

Upon application of Bernard Dougherty, Esq., for some 
Gunpowder for the use of Bedford County, 

Resolved, That one hundred pounds of Powder be lent 
to said County, for the present; and when convenient this 
Board .will spare them a larger quantity. 

An QrdeLwas drawn on the Commissary for the same, 
and delivered to Mr. Dougherty, 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau and Mr. Owen Bid- 
die he requested to examine the store in which the Offi- 
cers' Baggage was put that came from Ireland, and report 
the quantity that remains there. 

Tuesday, October 3, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, 
George Gray, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Robert White, John Cadwallader, Bernard Dough- 
erty. 

Delivered Captain Montgomery, of the Ranger, an order 
to receive from Robert Towers, Commissary, one box of 
Ammunition for an eighteen-pound Cannon, four pounds 
Powder, twenty round Grape-Shot for the Cohorns, forty 
rounds of Cartridges for the Swivels, and Shot in propor- 
tion for the whole. 

Upon application from the Continental Congress to know 
if this Board had occasion for a number of Carbines and 
Pistols they had made, it is 

Resolved, That this Board will take the said Carbines 
and Pistols, for the use of the. Armed Boats, provided they 
are suitable for that purpose. 

Mr. Toivers, Commissary, reports his having received 
from Jacob Boyce one hundred and seventeen pounds of 



Saltpetre, which came from the Committee of York Coun- 
ty. 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle apply to George 
Taylor, Esq., for one ton of^Swivel Shot, which is to be 
made immediately, and sent 'to this City. 

Resolved, That John Webb be appointed a Lieutenant 
toone of the Armed Boats. 

Resolved, That John Hennessay be appointed Lieuten- 
ant on board the Armed Boat Effingham, commanded by 
Captain Allen Moore. 

Major Rogers having lost the copy of his Parole and Cer- 
tificate, as furnished him the 23d ult., this Board, agreeable 
to his desire, per Letter of the 29th, sent him this dav, per 
post, a copy of the said Parole and Certificate. 

Wednesday, October 4, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Bernard Dougherty, George Gray, Andrew Allen, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., George Ross, Daniel Roberdeau, 
Owen Biddle. 

Agreeable to orders given the Master-at-Arms yester- 
day, to examine the Carbines and Pistols offered this 
Board by the Congress, he reports that he has examined 
the said Arms, and finds them bad, and unfit for the service 
they were wanted for by this Board. 

On motion, an Order was drawn on Michael ' Hillegas, 
Esq., Treasurer to this Board, in favour of Mr. Owen 
Biddle, for one hundred Pounds, and signed by Robert 
Morris, President pro tern., being for the payment of sun- 
dry articles bought by order of this Board. 

The Petitions from the Pilots, presented to this Board, 
had this day a second reading; and having been well con- 
sidered, it is the opinion of this Board, that their Petition 
cannot be granted. 

This day Commissions were signed for the undermen- 
tioned gentlemen, appointed as Lieutenants on board the 
Armed Boats, and dated as follow : 

1775. 
Oct. 3. No. 12, John Webb, Lieut, of the Bull-Dog. 
Oct. 4. No. 13, John Hennessay, Lieut, of the Effingham. 

Thursday, October 5, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present only 
six Members — 

Bernard Dougherty, George Gray, Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, Oxven Biddle, Andrew Allen. 

Friday, October G, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present— 
Robert Morris, President, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Anthony Wayne, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, Ber- 
nard Dougherty, Andrew Allen, George Ross. 

A Warrant and Directions for John Ross, Gentleman, 
was this day drawn up and approved of, and is as follows : 

"/« Committee of Safety. 
"To John Ross, Gentleman: 

" You are hereby appointed Muster- Master of the Forces 
belonging to the Pennsylvania Fleet, and authorized to 
exercise all such powers as may be necessary for the effectual 
discharge of the said office. You are to repair on board 
and visit each Boat in the Fleet once at least in every 
month, and oftener if occasion should require, or if directed 
by this Committee. You are there to require the article 
signed by the boats' company, and carefully to call over their 
names, view each of them separately, examine whether 
they be actually fit for their respective duty, and see that 
their numbers, conditions, and abilities, agree with the re- 
turns made by the Captains, and faithfully certify the same 
on the said returns. You are also to compare all drafts 
and orders made on the Paymaster, by the Captains, in 
favour of the Officers and Privates belonging to the boats, 
examine whether the time which they have beeri in the 
service be truly stated, With their ranks, and certify the 
same accordingly. _ And all Officers and others belonging 
to the Pennsylvania Fleet are hereby strictly enjoined and 
required at all times to admit and receive you "onboard the 
boats, and suffer you to proceed in the duties above speci- 
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fied, without hinderance or molestation. And for your so 
doing this shall be your Warrant." 

A Warrant and Directions for John Maxwell Nesbitt, 
Gentleman, was this day drawn up and approved of, and is 

as follows : "In Committee of Safety. 

"To John Maxwell Nesbitt, Gentleman: 

"You are hereby appointed Paymaster of the Pennsyl- 
vania Fleet, and empowered to do all such matters and 
things as may be necessary in the execution of the said 
office. You are regularly to pay all drafts and orders 
made on you by the Captains of the Armed Boats, in 
favour of the Officers and Privates employed in the ser- 
vice of the said boats, which are properly certified by the 
Muster-Master, having strict regard to the rates fixed and 
published by this Committee, for the pay of the said Offi- 
cers and Privates, respectively. And keeping exact 
accounts and_ receipts of all sums of money by you paid 
away, and the names of the persons to whom, and the pur- 
poses for which they were disbursed. And for your so doing 
this shall be your Warrant." 

Mr. Wharton, Mr. Biddle, and Mr. Dougherty, report 
that they applied yesterday to the Commissioner of this 
County for information respecting the progress in making 
the fifteen hundred stand of Arms voted by Assembly for 
the use of this County, and find that none are yet pre- 
pared. Therefore, it is 

Ordered, That said Gentlemen be a Committee to wait 
on the Commissioners and Assessors, and inform them an 
Order is made out, and left with the Clerk of this Board, 
to be delivered them, on the Treasurer, for one thousand 
five hundred Pounds, to be paid them as wanted, in order 
to forward this necessary service ; and that, if the same be 
neglected, this Board will think themselves in duty bound 
to make a representation thereof lo Assembly and the pub- 
lick. 

Upon application of Mr. Dunwicke, a Gunsmith now 
employed in making the Provincial Muskets for Chester 
County, an Order was given on the Commissary for two 
pounds of Powder, to prove some of them now ready. _ 

Ordered, That the Commissary attend Mr. Dunwicke 
in proving the Muskets for Chester County, and furnish 
the Powder necessary for that purpose. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That application be made by 
this Board to the Committee of Lancaster County, to col- 
lect in the Provincial Arms now in that County, and send 
them down to this Committee as soon as possible; and 
that Mr. Owen Biddle draw up a Letter to said Commit- 
tee, setting forth the necessity and propriety of this mea- 
sure. 

Upon motion, it is agreed by the Board, that an Officer 
be appointed to receive the Indents from the Captains and 
Officers of the Boats, and to procure the necessary articles 
for fitting the Armed Boats, as Ships' Husband for the 
Fleet. ° _ 

Saturday, October 7, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Owen Biddle, Ber- 
nard Dougherty, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Andrew Allen, 
Anthony Wayne, John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, 
George Gray, George Ross. 

John Morton, Esq., a Member of the Continental Con- 
gress, delivered to this Board the following Resolve of the 
Congress : u u CongresBi 0ctober 6> 1775 . 

" On motion made, Resolved, That it be recommended 
to the several Provincial Assemblies or Conventions, and 
Councils or Committees of Safety, to arrest and secure 
every person in their respective Colonies, whose going at 
large may in their opinion endanger the safety of the Colo- 
ny or the liberties of America. 

"A true copy from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Agreeable to a Resolve of yesterday, a Letter was this 
day wrote lo the Committee of Lancaster County, request- 
ing they w ; ould collect and send to this Board what Pro- 
vincial "Anns there may be In. that. County. 

Resolved, That James Roberts, Pilot, be permitted to 
pilot down the River and Bay of Delaware the Brig Char- 



lotte, Capt. Parker; and he is warned by this Committee 
to avoid going or being taken on board any Man-of-War 
or other British Armed Vessel. 

Mr. Dougherty, Mr. Wharton, and Mr. Biddle, report 
that they delivered to Mr. Joseph Fox the copy of the 
Minute of this Board of yesterday, relative to the making 
of the Arms ordered by Assembly, who assured them that 
he would communicate it to the Board of Commissioners 
and Assessors, and that he would use his best endeavours 
to promote that necessary business. 

Resolved, That Colonel Cadwallader be desired to de- 
liver to the Master-at-Arms what Muskets, with the Bayo- 
nets, he can spare out of a number he has ordered to be 
made ; and that this Board pay him four Pounds five Shil- 
lings for each, being the price he agreed for. 

On motion made by Colonel Wayne, that Daniel Sharp- 
less should be employed in making a number of Fire-Anns, 

Resolved, That Colonel Wayne request the said Sharp- 
less to attend this Board as soon as possible. 

Resolved, That the Master-of-Arms go to the different 
Smiths in and about this City, who are capable of making 
Fire-Arms and Gun Locks, and desire them that are out 
of employ to attend this Board. 

Colonel Wayne, Colonel Cadwallader, and Mr. Allen, 
are appointed a Committee to lay before the Committee of 
Inspection and Observation for the City and Liberties of 
Philadelphia the Resolve of the honourable Continental 
Congress of the 6th October, 1775, delivered to this Board 
by Mr. Morton, and to represent lo them that they had 
received information that certain persons had been appre- 
hended by their Committee, for practices inimical to the 
liberties ol America, and dangerous to the safety of this 
Province ; and that this Committee apprehend it to be 
their duty, under the above Resolve, to take the examina- 
tion of such persons, and to proceed to such measures as 
their offences require. 

The above Committee reported, that they had accordingly 
waited on. the Committee of Inspection and Observation 
for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, who informed 
thernthat they would take the matter into immediate con- 
sideration, and acquaint this Board with the result. 

Messrs. Morgan, Lawrence, Wilcocks, Mease, and /?. 
Strcttle Jones, a Committee from the Committee of the 
City and Liberties, waited on this Board, and delivered 
the following Resolve, with the papers therein mentioned, 
viz: 

" In Committee, October 7, 1775. 

" A Committee of the General Committee of the City 
and Liberties of Philadelphia delivered the Papers and 
Letters, as follow, viz : 

" 1. A Deposition of Christopher Carter, taken before 
Henry Hale Graham, Esq., Chester: ... ___ .... 

" 2. A Paper relative to Doctor Ke_arsley's affair of the 
6th of September, under the signature of Frater fy Soror : 
"3. A Letter to the Right Honourable. Charles Jenkin- 
son, Esq., signed, ' A Friend to your Friend Coriolanus,' 
under cover to Thomas Corbyn, Holborn, London : 
" 4. A Letter from /. Brooks to Mr. Isaac Lcrmitte : 
" 5. A Letter signed John Kearsley, to Lieutenant Ro- 
bert Douglas, Royal Artillery, Boston : 

"6. A Note of residence of Drs. David and Paul 
Kearsley. 

" Small papers, viz : 

"7. No. 1, relative to Messrs. Bradfords: 
"8. No. 2, being directions for executing six Prints: 
" 9. No. 3, a Plan for subduing America : 
" 10. No. 4, a scheme for a private correspondence: 
"11. An anonymous Letter, directed .to the Rev. Thomas 
B. Chandler, London : 

"12. A Letter signed John O'Dell, to Mrs. Bullock, 
Bunion Causeway, Surry, near Westminster. 

"Resolved, That the Papers this day read in Commit- 
tee be delivered to the Committee of Safety, with a state 
of the proceedings of this Committee with. regard to Dr. 
Kearsley, and Messrs. L. Snowden and /. Brooks; and 
that said Committee be informed that we consider those 
gentlemen as. enemies to the liberties of America.. Also, 
thai the Committee have not pome Lrito.ariy result concern- 
ing the Rev. Mr. O'Dell, but have taken his parole of honour 
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not to leave this City until dismissed by the Committee of 
Safety or this Committee. 

" Ordered, That Messrs. Morgan, Lawrence, Wilcocks, 
Mease, and R. Slrettle Jones, be a Committee for that pur- 
pose." 

In consequence of said Papers, and the Resolve of the 
Committee of the City and Liberties, this Board thought 
proper to issue the following Warrant to the Jailer of this 
City to take into custody and safely keep the said Dr. John 
Kearsley, J. Brooks, and Leonard Snowden, viz : 

" In Committee of Safety. 
" To Thomas Dewees, Keeper of the Jail of the City and 
County of Philadelphia : 

" You are hereby directed to receive into your custo- 
dy the bodies at John Kearsley, J. Brooks, and Leonard 
Snowden, charged before us with practices inimical to the 
liberties of A merica , and dangerous to the peace and safety 
of this Province, and them safely keep until you shall re- 
ceive directions from this Committee for. their. discharge; 
and this shall be your Warrant for so doing. 

" Robert Morris, President pro tern. 
" William Govett, Secretary. 

"Philadelphia, October 7, 1775." 

Sunday, October 8, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., Owen Biddle, Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jr., John Cadivallader, George Ross, Ber- 
nard Dougherty, Anthony Wayne, Daniel Roberdeau, An- 
drew Allen, Robert White. 

Resolved, That Mr. Towers, Commissary, immediately 
collect the Provincial Cartridge-Boxes, Belts, Bayonets, 
&c, that he can find, and get them put in proper order, 
and report the number and state of them to this Board. 

Resolved, That Captain Peter Longbe appointed Ships' 
Husband. 

Resolved, That Mr. Wharton and Colonel Wayne be 
a Committee to go to the Carpenters down: Town, and that 
Mr. Biddle and Mr. Dougherty be a Committee to go to 
the Carpenters up Town, and desire they would to-morrow 
morning assist, with all their hands, the getting afloat and 
taking down to Fort-Island the Machines from the Glou- 
cester shore. 

Monday, October 9, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., Daniel Roberdeau, 
Thomas Wharton, Jr., Owen Biddle, Bernard Dougherty, 
Anthony Wayne, Andrew Allen, John Cadivallader, George 
Ross, George Gray. 

Mr. Wharton, Colonel Wayne, Mr. Biddle, and Mr. 
Dougherty, agreeable to a Resolve of yesterday, report, 
that they went to the Carpenters up and down Town, and 
that they have mustered a number of hands, and gone 
down to Gloucester, to assist floating the Machines for the 
obstruction of the channel. 

In consequence of Christopher Carter beine; brought to 
this City, "by order of the Committee of the City and Li- 
berties, as a person inimical to the liberties of America, 
Mr. Owen Biddle and Bernard Dougherty, as members 
of this Board, thought it proper to grant the following 
Warrant, viz: 

"Philadelphia, October 8, 1775. 

" Mr. Thomas Dewees : 

You are requested to keep in your custody the body of 
Christopher Carter, in a separate apartment from Messrs. 
Kearsley, Snowden, and Brooks, until you can receive 
further directions from the Committee of Safety; and this 
shall be youi - Warrant for so doing. 

" Owen Biddle, 
"Bernard Dougherty, 
"Members of the Committee of Safety." 

As it is found necessary that each Boat should have Hand- 
cuffs on board, it is 

Resolved, That the Ships' Husband procure six for each 
of the Boats ; and that he apply to Mr. Robert Morris, 
who will lend what he has for the good of the service. 

An Orderwas this day drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esq., 
Treasurer of this Board, for one hundred Pounds, in favour 



of Mr. J. M. Ncsbitt, Paymaster to the people employed 
on board the Armed Boats. 

Several of the Captains of the Armed Boats attending 
this Board, agreeable To orders, had directions, as an en- 
couragement of good Seamen to enter into the service on 
board said Boats, to allow them such small sum in advance 
as a majority of the Captains may agree on, over and above 
what is allowed them by this Board, by the printed Pay 
List ; and the Captains had a charge given them, to push 
on with vigour and expedition the fitting and manning their 
respective Boats, so that they may be in readiness to oppose 
any hostile attacks at a moment's warning. At the same 
time, they were made acquainted that Dr. Rush was appoint- 
ed Surgeon and Physician to the Armed Boats ; that J. M. 
Nesbitt was appointed Paymaster; John Ross, Muster- 
master; and Captain Peter Long, Ships' Husband. 

Upon application of the Continental Congress for a quan- 
tity of Gunpowder, to be lent them for the use of the Army 
under the command of Genera] Schuyler, 

Resolved, That this Board lend the Congress twenty 
hundred Pounds of Gunpowder. 

An Order was drawn accordingly, for the Commissary 
to deliver the same to the order of Congress. 

Dr. John O'Dell, in consequence of two Letters deli- 
vered this Board by the Committee of the City and Li- 
berties, which he had wrote to England, appeared, agree- 
able to his promise ; and this Board thought proper to send 
the said Letters to. the Committee of Safety of New- Jersey. 
And the Doctor gave his word of honour to appear before 
the said Committee of Safety, when required. 

Tuesday, October 10, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Anthony Wayne, 
Thomas Wharton, Jr., Bernard Dougherty, John Cad- 
wallader, Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle, Andrew Al- 
len, George Gray. 

Delivered Colonel Dickinson, for the perusal of the 
Continental Congress — 

A Paper relative to Dr. Kearsley's affair, of the 6th of 
September, under the signature of Frater fy Soror : 

A Letter to the Right Honourable Charles Jenkinson, 
Esq,, signed, " A Friend to your Friend Coriolanus :" 

A Letter from J. Brooks to Mr. Isaac Lermitte : 

A Plan for subduing America. 

Upon application of Captain Alexander, for some Pow- 
der to prove his Swivel Guns, an Order was drawn on the 
Commissary for two Pounds, for that purpose. 

Dr. Rush waited on this Board, and informs that he can- 
not find a person that he thinks proper for the station of 
Surgeon's Male on board the Armed Boats, and that Dr. 
Ditffield will act with him as a Surgeon and Physician ; 
and that they are content to take the pay of a Surgeon and 
Surgeon's Mate, between them, as a sum for their services. 

Resolved, That Dr. Duffield be appointed a Surgeon 
and Physician to the people employed on board the Aimed 
Boats, and that he and Dr. Rush, agreeable to their own 
agreement, have each sixteen Dollars per month, for their 
services. 

Captain John Moulder, of Marcus Hook, not thinking 
himself capable of the command of the Armed Boat he 
was appointed to, this day resigned his appointment. 

Wednesday, October 11, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, Bernard^ Dough- 
erty, John Cadwailader, Andrew Allen, George Gray. 

The following is a List of Military Stores agreed to by 
the Committee of Safety for each of the Armed Boats, 
and the Commissary is directed to provide each of them 
accordingly ; but if the full quantity of each article cannot 
be obtained, he is to furnish each Boat an equal propor- 
tion of what can be got. 4 chests Powder; 30 Round 
Shot ; 10 Double-Headed Shot ; 20 Chain Shot ; 30 Grape 
Shot; 100 Swivel Round Shot; 15 stand Small Arms; 
15 Cartridge-Boxes ; 20 Cutlasses; 10 Pikes; 10 pair 
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Pistols ; 300 Musket Cartridges ; 20 Pistol Cartridges ; 
500 Musket Balls, loose; 2 Cohorns; 4 Powder Horns ; 
1 Cartridge Case ; 1 Pouch Barrel ; 4 Cheeses of Wad ; 
some tanned Hides for the Magazine. 

Mr. Wynkoop laid before the Board the Returns of the 
Associators and Non-Associators in all the Townships of 
the County of Bucks, excepting Haycock Township, with 
their names; and, also, a list of the Officers of the First 
Battalion in the said County. 

Resolved, That as it is necessary to keep the knowledge 
of the passage through the cbevaux-de-frise as secret as 
possible, that the ten following Pilots be the only per- 
sons permitted to pilot Vessels through the said passage, 
and between this City and Chester, viz: William Marshall, 
Daniel Gorton, John Schneider, William, Molesten, Wil- 
liam Ross, James Roberts, Nehemiah Maale, Joseph Gam- 
ble, Matthew Strong, Michael Dawson. 

By order of the Board, an Order was delivered Mr. 
Wynkoop, on the Treasurer of this Board, in favour of the 
Commissioners and Assessors of Bucks County, drawn the 
29th September, agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th, for 
three hundred Pounds. 

Thursday, October 12, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., John Cadioallader, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen Riddle, George Gray, An- 
drew Allen, Daniel Roberdeau, Henry Wynkoop. 

Resolved, That Captain Thomas Moore be appointed to 
the command of the Boat Hancock. 

Resolved, In consequence of a Memorial from sundry 
Gentlemen, a Committee of Northampton County, for a 
quantity of Gunpowder and Lead for the use of said Coun- 
ty, that they be supplied for that purpose with two 
hundred pounds of Gunpowder, and six hundred pounds 
of Lead, out of the Magazine at Yorktown; and that an 
Order be _drawn on Michael Swoope, Esq., and Mr. Jo An 
Hay, for the same. That Mr. Allen write a Letter to the 
Committee of York County, informing them of the above 
Resolve, 

Mr, Andrew Allen informs this Board that the Honour- 
able William Allen, Esq., generously gives, for the use of 
this Board, the half of a quantity of Cannon Shot belong- 
ing to himself and Mr. Turner. 

Mr, Andrew Allen is desired to return the thanks of 
this BoarcLto the Honourable William Alien, Esq., for his 
generous donation ; and to purchase of Mr. Turner his half 
of said Cannon and Swivel Shot. 

Agreeable to an Order of the Board, directions for Peter 
Long, Gentleman, as Ships' Husband to the Armed Boats, 
was this day drawn up, approved of, and is as follows : 

"In Committee of Safety. 
" To Peter Long, Gentleman : 

" You are hereby appointed Ships' Husband to (he Penn- 
sylvania Fleet, and empowered to do all such matters and 
things as may be necessary for the due execution of the 
said office. You are to make known to all commanders and 
other officers employed in the said Fleet, that they are to 
apply through you for all stores and necessaries required 
for the service. You are to receive their indents or lists 
of what is wanted, report the same as often as is necessary 
to this Committee, and when the approbation of the Board 
is obtained, you arc to procure the sundry articles of the 
best quality each in its kind ; and it is your particular duty to 
buy tbenv on the best terms in your power. You are to take 
each officer's receipt for the articles delivered to him, and 
you are to return the bills or accounts of those you purchase 
for this Board, certified by you that the quantities are what 
you received, and the prices that you agreed for, not being 
dearer than the current rates of each respective article at 
the time of purchase. You are empowered to inspect and 
inquire on board the Fleet, at least once in every month, 
and as much oftener as you may think necessary, whether 
all stores and necessaries are taken proper care of, and not 
neglected, wasted, or embezzled, and make report according 
as you find to this Board. 

" This Board, heing ever desirous to serve the publick 
faithfully, do recommend the most prudent economy in the 
outfits and supplies of the Fleets ; they must have every 



thing necessary, but avoid all expensive superfluities ; and, 
in the purchase of what is wanted, give a preference to such 
persons as are known to be zealous supporters of the Ame- 
rican cause, dividing the business amongst as many of such 
as can be done with conveniency, and consistently with the 
publick good." 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports that, agreeable to 
an Order of the 9th instant, he has delivered to Philip Liv- 
ingston, Esq., for the use of the Continental Congress, two 
thousand and four pounds of Gunpowder. 

That he has sent to Lush's Powder Mill the following 
quantities of damaged Powder, to be made good, viz : one 
thousand pounds Powder, received from Bermuda, belong- 
ing to Congress; ten pounds Powder, received from Major 
Mifflin, belonging to Congress; sixty pounds Provincial 
Powder, received from City Committee. 

By order of the Board, an Order was delivered to Mr. 
Wynkoop, on Mr. Towers, Commissary, for Powder for 
proving the Arms made in Buck's County, for the use of 
this Province. 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle be requested to pro- 
cure from George Taylor, Esq., the following quantities 
and sizes of Cannon Bar Shot, viz : 20 thirty-two Pound 
Shot; 80 twenty-four Pound Shot; 160 eighteen Pound 
Shot. 

Friday, October 13, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Bernard Dougherty, John Cadwallader, Owen Bid- 
die, Andrew Allen, Daniel Roberdeau, George Gray. 

The Instructions for the Captains of the Boats were this 
day read by Articles, most of them agreed to, and others to 
be reconsidered to-morrow. 

A Letter and Resolve was this day received from the 
President of the Congress, recommending to the Assem- 
bly or this Board to raise, at the expense of the Continent, 
a Battalion for the defence of America and its liberties, 
when this Board thought proper that the said Letter and 
Resolve should be laid before the Assembly ; and they 
were delivered to Mr. Gray for that purpose. 

Saturday, October 14, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., George Gray, Bernard Dougherty, Owen Biddle, 
Andrew Allen, John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau. 

By directions of the Board, an Order was this day drawn 
on Mr. Owen Biddle, in favour of Baltzer Moody and 
George Gower, or order, for twenty-three Pounds eight 
Shillings, being for one hundred and seventeen pounds of 
Saltpetre, made in York County. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of the 12th instant, an Order was 
this day drawn on Michael Swoope, Esq., and Mr. John 
Hay, of York County, in favour of Colonel Turbut Fran- 
cis, or order, for the use of the inhabitants of Northumber- 
land and Northampton Counties, for two hundred pounds 
of Gunpowder, and six hundred pounds of Lead, being 
part of a quantity at store in Yorktown, belonging to this 
Province; and Mr. Andrexv Allen produced a Letter from 
the Committee of York County, which was approved of. 
A Gentleman, who signs Nauticus, produced to this Board 
a plan of a Fire Ship, for the destruction of enemy's Ships, 
which was approved of, and Mr. Allen desiredjo return 
the thanks of this Board to the author, for his plan. 

Upon motion, Mr. Robert Morris is requested to apply 
to Mr. Bradford, and desire he will, acquaint this Board, 
as soon as possible, with any intelligence he may at any 
time receive, respecting the safety of this Province. 

Mr. Robert Toilers, Commissary, is directed to collect, 
as fast as possible, the Firelocks and spare Bayonets in the 
hands of the Associators, to get them put into good order, 
and have Iron Ramrods made for them ; and to purchase 
the seven pair of Pistols from Francis fy Tilghman. 

Upon motion, Colonel Roberdeau was desired" by the 
Board to wait on the Managers of the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, and request from them the useof that charity for the 
wounded or sick men employed on the Armed Boats, and 
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obtain information from them how long they might depend 
on that benefit, and on what terms. 

Colonel Roberdeau, having waited on the Managers of 
the Hospital, reports, that those gentlemen very generously 
and readily agree to receive all patients from the publick 
service that may be recommended by this Board, and that 
they require no pay ; but mention that, in venereal cases, 
it is usual for the patient to pay three Pounds ten Shillings 
for his cure. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the thanks of this Board 
be conveyed by Colonel Roberdeau to the Managers of the 
Hospital, for their very generous determination in favour of 
such as may fall sick or be wounded in the publick service 
of their Country. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports there is now in the 
State- House, belonging to this Province, since last war, 
the following articles, viz : 72 Wood Canteens ; 48 Tin 
Canteens; 149 Knapsacks; 303 Shot-Pouches; 8 Car- 
tridge-Boxes ; 43 Powder-Horns ; 50 Lock-Brushes ; 225 
Flints ; 14 Jackets and 10 pair Breeches, drilling and osria- 
burghs; 312 pair Shoes; 3 pair Shoe-Buckles; 12 Screw- 
drivers; 12 Worms; 700 Gun Slings; 215 Cartridge- 
Belts. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn in favour of 
Mr. Marshall, on Robert Morris, Esq., for three Pounds, 
for the use of his Boat going to Reedy-Island for James 
Carter, by order of the City Committee. 

In obedience to the request of this Committee, Colonel 
Dickinson laid before the Congress the case of Dr. Kears- 
ley and Mr. Brooks. The Congress declined making any 
particular order respecting them, having already formed a 
general resolution for arresting and securing such persons 
whose going at large may endanger the safety of any Co- 
lony or the liberties of America ; so that the sense of the 
Congress appears to be, that Dr. Kearsley and Mr. Brooks 
should be closely confined. 

Sunday, October 15, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety at Fort-Island: 

Present — 

Robert Morris, President pro tern., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Owen Riddle, George Gray, Robert White, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., Bernard Dougherty. 

The abovementioned Members have come down in order 
to view the works erecting here, and to consult what other 
buildings maybe proper ; find it necessary that the men em- 
ployed on board the boats should have some convenient 
place, under cover, for dressing their victuals and drying 
themselves in bad weather, while employed at or near Fort- 
Island; therefore, it is 

Resolved, That, provided this Board obtains permission 
from the Provincial Commissioners, part of the house on 
said Island be partitioned off in the middle, and that a per- 
son be employed for that purpose, and carry up a stack of 
Chimneys, and a Forge or Fire-place. 

Monday, October 16, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Robert _ Morris, President pro tern., Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., George Gray, Benjamin Bartholomew, John Cad- 
wallader, Bernard Dougherty, Owen Riddle, Daniel Ro- 
berdeau, Michael Swoope, Robert White, Samuel Morris, 
Jun., Andrew Allen. 

Resolved, That Mr. Dougherty and Mr. Gray apply to 
the Provincial Commissioners for their approbation for this 
Board to fit up and erect Fire-places in the house on Fort- 
Island, and Tto erect what other works they find necessary 
for the defence of this Province ; and that they apply to 
John Palmer to erect the works, agreeable to the Resolve 
of yesterday. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Robert 
Morris, Esquire, in favour of Michael Dawson, for nine 
Pounds, for his services in delivering to the Pilots, and a 
number of Vessels at the Capes, Bay, and River Dela- 
ware, the Resolves of this Committee for regulating the 
Pilots. 

On motion, Resolved, That six eighteen-pound Cannon 
be planted on a platform at Fort-Island, for the defence of 



this Province, and a Forge for heating Shot be erected ; 
that a small Magazine, for the safety of Ammunition, be 
built, and that a Company of two Officers, a Drum and 
Fife, and twenty-five men, be employed for working the 
said Cannon ; that Mr. Samuel Morris, Jun., and Mr. Ro- 
bert White, be a Committee to see these Resolves carried 
into execution. 

Resolved, That the abovementioned Company consist 
of one Captain, one Lieutenant, one Drum, one Fife, and 
twenty-five private men, to be immediately raised as a Com- 
pany of Artillery, and that they engage to serve this Pro- 
vince for twelve months ; or, if sooner discharged by this 
Board or Assembly, the said Officers and Men are to be 
paid one month's pay over and above the time they shall 
have actually served; and that the pay of the said Officers 
be the same as Officers of the same rank employed by the 
Continental Congress, and the pay of the Privates to be 
six Dollars per month ; and that every Artificer that may 
be enlisted and employed in their respective trades, for the 
service of this Province, be allowed three Shillings and 
nine Pence per day, over and above their pay. 

Resolved, That the Pilots mentioned in the Resolve of 
the 11th instant be desired to attend this Board to-morrow 
morning, nine o'clock, with their proposals for their being 
employed in the service of this Province as Pilots. 

Resolved, That three Hulks be purchased and sunk in 
the most convenient places for defence of this River; that 
Mr. Wharton and Colonel Roberdeau be a Committee to 
purchase said Hulks, and that Mr. White and Mr. Samuel 
Morris fix upon the most proper places for sinking them. 

The Instructions for the Captains of the Armed Boats 
were this day gone through, approved of, and are as fol- 
low, viz : 

General Instructions for the Commanders of the Provin- 
cial Armed Boats. 

1. Every Captain or other Officer shall give strict atten- 
tion that the Boat he commands be kept clean and in good 
order at all times. 

2. The Officers of the Boats are to use the Crew well, 
and to keep strict discipline among them. 

3. Each Captain shall appoint all Officers under the 
rank of a Commissioned Officer, and oblige them to perform 
diligently the duties of their station. 

4. Every Captain and other Officer shall be punctual in 
observing the orders he shall from time to time receive from 
the Commodore, Committee of Safety, and Assembly. 

5. No Powder to be expended for exercising either Great 
Guns or Small Arms, without orders from the Commodore, 
Committee of Safety, or Assembly ; and only Swivel Guns 
or Muskets to be fired for signals, except in cases of imme- 
diate danger. 

6. The Commodore shall order the Crews, or each Cap- 
tain his respective Crew, to be exercised in the use of their 
Oars, Great Guns, Small Arms, and Pikes, as often as pos- 
sible, without impeding the publick service, or harassing 
the men too much. 

7. The Crew not to be suffered to go on shore or ab- 
sent themselves from on board the Boats without leave from 
their Officers, nor to disturb any inhabitants or settlements 
on any pretence whatever. 

8. The Commodore or Commanding Officer shall ap- 
point proper signals, copies of which shall be given to the 
Captain or Commanding Officer of every Boat, to all which 
signals the Officers are to pay due obedience and re- 
spect. 

9. The eldest Officer present, when more Boats are 
present than one, to act as Commodore, and have the com- 
mand of the whole. 

10. When a Boat is below the City, the Commanding 
Officeron board is to examine all Vessels bound up, whether 
the people on board are our friends or foes ; and if they re- 
fuse satisfaction in these points, they are to be considered 
as enemies. 

11. The Officers of the Boats are to treat the Masters 
and Crews of all Vessels, both foreign and others, who have 
no hostile intentions against us, and who do not violate the 
laws of the Continejital Congress, or rules and regulations 
of the Committee of Safety or Assembly, with decency and 
good manners, nor are they to put them to unnecessary 
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delay or trouble ; but if any should be in distress, they are 
to lend them all reasonable assistance. 

12. A copy of the Articles subscribed by the Officers 
and Men shall be hung up in some publick part of the 
Boat, for the perusal of the Crew, to whom they are to be 
read once every week, in an orderly manner ; all the Offi- 
cers who can conveniently attend to be present. 

13. The Boats are not to leave any particular station 
assigned them out of port, or, when appointed to any duty, 
without orders from the Commodore, Committee of Safety, 
or Assembly. 

14. The Captain of each Boat shall cause his Clerk to 
make out a Muster-Roil of the Crew of the Boat which 
he commands, with their names, stations on board, time 
of entering the service, whether they are sickly or maimed, 
and what is their ailment ; and if any of the Crew should 
die or be discharged, specify the time thereof; all which is 
to be returned to the Muster-Master of the Boats once 
every month at least, or oftener if required by him. 

15. No Captain or other Officer shall discharge any of 
the Boat's Crew without leave from the Commodore, Com- 
mittee of Safety, or Assembly, unless he ships an equal 
number to those discharged immediately. 

16. The Commander of each Boat is, by ticket, to cer- 
tify to the Contractor, from time to time, the number of 
Rations that are required for his Boat's Crew ; the Stew- 
ard of the Boat is to receive the same from the Coirjjnis- 
sary, upon producing the said ticket, and is to give his re- 
ceipt and be accountable. 

17. The Commander of each Boat is to examine into 
the quality of the Provisions, from time to time, and see 
that they be good and wholesome, and that the proper 
quantity be delivered out by the Steward, and in convenient 
messes. 

18. If the quality of the Provisions should be objected 
to, the Captain of the Boat is to report the same to the 
Contractor, with a desire that they may be exchanged for 
such as are good and wholesome; but if the Contractor is 
dissatisfied with the report of the Captain, they are to have 
a survey made, by two judicious and impartial freeholders, 
mutually chosen, who may determine the same, if they 
agree ; but if otherwise, they are to call in an umpire, who 
shall decide upon the qu*lity of said Provisions. If they 
are condemned, the Contractor shall supply others to equal 
amount in kind ; but if the judgment of the referees should 
be otherwise, the men must receive them for their allow- 
ance. 

19. No Warrant Officer or Private, discharged from the 
service of the Boat he first ships in, shall be admitted into 
the service of any other Boat, unless by mutual consent of 
the commanders. 

20. The Commanding Officer of each Boat is constantly 
to enforce a due observance of all the articles signed and 
agreed to by the Officers and Men, for their regulation in 
this service. 

21. In case of making Prisoners, it is recommended by 
the Committee of Safety, to all the Officers and Men 
employed in the Pennsylvania Fleet, to treat them with 
humanity and such kindness as the publick good will ad- 
mit of. 

22. It is recommended by the Committee of Safety, to 
all the Officers and Men employed in the Pennsylvania 
Fleet, to attend the publick worship of Almighty God as 
frequently as in their power. 

23. If any of the Kind's Ships, Sloops, Cutters, or other 
Armed Vessels, shall proceed up the River Delaware in a 
hostile manner, or with hostile intentions; if they attempt 
to pass the machines now sunk, or hereafter to be sunk, in 
the River Delaware, or if they attempt to weigh those that 
are sunk, or obstruct the sinking of others that are or may 
be ordered by the Committee of Safety or Assembly; or if 
they seize or attempt to seize any property of the injiabi- 
tants of the United Colonies of America, or to molest or 
destroy their property or persons, in any shape or manner 
whatever, the Officers and Men employed in this Fleet are 
hereby ordered to oppose allsuch proceedings and attempts, 
by whomsoever made, and to repel force by force, even to 
the taking, sinking, or destroying all such Ships, Sloops, 
Cutters, Armed Vessels, or other force employed inisuch 
designs and attempts against the peace and security of the 
United Colonies. 



Resolved, That William Bradford print one hundred 
copies of the Instructions to the Captains of the Armed 
Boats. 

Tuesday, October 17, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., George Gray, Mi- 
chael Swoope, Daniel Roberdeau, Bernard Dougherty, 
Andrew Allen, Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun. 

Mr. Gray and Mr. Dougherty, agreeable to a Resolve 
of yesterday, waited on the Provincial Commissioners, who 
gave their hearty consent to this Board's erecting any works 
on the Province Islands that they may think proper and 
necessary for the defence of this Province. 

Mr. John Palmer, agreeable to their desire, attended this 
Board^and undertook the mason work agreed to be carried 
on at Fort-Island. 

Wednesday, October 18, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Daniel Roberdeau, 
John Montgomery, Bernard Dougherty, George Gray, 
Michael Swoope, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen Biddlz, 
John Cadwallader, - 

Upon application of Captain John Old, of a Rifle Com- 
pany in Berks County, an Order was delivered him on 
Robert Towers, Commissary, for five pounds of Battle 
Powder, for proving new Rifles for the use of his Com- 
pany. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau be empowered to 
admit such persons to an interview with Dr. Kearsley, J. 
Brooks, Leonard Snowden, and Christopher Carter, du- 
ring the time they are confined in the Jail of this County, 
as he may find necessary or think proper, he being present 
at all such interviews. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Mr. 
Owen Biddle, in favour of Daniel Evans, for ten Pounds, 
towards the payment of smith's work. 

William Namick, a Deserter from the Ministerial Army, 
applied to this Board for a small sum of money for the sup- 
port of himself and wife, until he can get into employ. In 
consequence of his application, this Board thought proper 
to give the said Namick three Pounds. An Order was 
therefore drawn on Mr. Owen Biddle, to pay the said sum 
of three Pounds. 

At the request of Mr. Robert Shewell, this Board gave 
him a copy of his Letter directed to Dr. Kearsley, with the 
following Certificate : 

"In Committee of Safety. 

" These may certify, that the above is a true copy of an 
original letter delivered to the Committee of Safety, signed 
Robert Shewell, and directed to Dr. Kearsley; and that the 
Committee of Safety has not at any time summoned the 
said Robert Shewell to appear before them." 

The Pilots, agreeable to a Resolve of yesterday, attend- 
ed this Board, and propose to enter into the pay of this 
Province as Pilots, at the rate of ten Pounds per month, 
for the purpose of piloting Vessels through the machines 
sunk near Fort- Island ; and they will attend to-morrow with 
their proposals of pilotage, at so much per foot. 

The Board, taking into consideration the charge against 
Christopher Carter, of being concerned with Dr. John 
Kearsley and /. Brooks, in their endeavour to procure 
British Troops to invade this and the other Colonies in 
a hostile manner, with other inimical correspondence and 
practices, and, having duly attended to his defence, are 
unanimously of opinion that the said Christopher Carter 
is guilty of the charge. But it having been represented to 
this Board, by the Committee of Inspection and Observa- 
tion, that a deputation from their body had promised the 
said Carter protection from punishment, on condition of 
his delivering up the papers, and giving information of the 
designs to be executed by him and the others concerned, 
which he has complied with, It is therefore^ 

Resolved, That Christopher Carter's person be enlarged 
and set at liberty, on his giving security in the sum of five 
hundred Pounds for his good behaviour, and that he will 
not leave the Province without license from the Assembly 
or Committee of Safety, nor Se concerned in practices or 
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correspondence, during Ins stay, that shall be inimical to 
the United Colonies. 

Thursday, October 19, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, President pro tern., Anthony Wayne, 
George Gray, Bernard Dougherty, Andrew Allen, Ben- 
jamin Bartholomeiv, John Montgomery, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwallader, Owen 
Riddle, 

Mr. George Taylor returned to the Board his Account 
of the Cannon Shot supplied by him, and informed them 
that he should be a considerable loser by the price at which 
he had contracted to deliver them ; and the Board having 
taken the matter into consideration, after previously consult- 
ing Mr. Grubb and Mr. Potts, Iron Masters, were of the 
same opinion ; and, therefore, 

Resolved, That Mr. Taylor should be allowed at the 
rate of eighteen Pounds per ton for the same. 

By order of the Board, a Letter was this day wrote to 
the Committee of York County, and one other Letter to 
the Committee of Lancaster County, respecting Dr. Kears- 
ley's and J. Brooks's confinement in each County. 

The Board agreed that Dr. John Kearsley may be al- 
lowed a servant, at his own expense, to attend him to York- 
town, and during his confinement there, unless it be found 
necessary, by the Committee of York County, to discharge 
him sooner. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Robert 
Morris, Esq., in favour of Robert Toivers, for sixty-one 
Pounds, nineteen Shillings, two Pence, being the amount of 
his account of tradesmen's bills, and men employed clean- 
ing Powder, making Cartridges, Boxes, &;c. 

Friday, October 20, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety, appointed 
by the Resolves of the Assembly of Pennsylvania, at Phi- 
ladelphia, October, 1775 : Present — 

Robert Morris, John Montgomery, Samuel Miles, Ber- 
nard Dougherty, Daniel Roberdeau, George Clymer, Tho- 
mas Wharton, Jun., Robert White, James Mease, Owen 
Riddle, Alexander Wilcocks, George Ross, George Gray, 
Anthony Wayne, John Nixon, Andrew Allen, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., James Biddle. 

.. r, "i« Assembly, October, 1775. 

" Philadelphia, ss. •" ' 

" Pursuant to a Resolve of yesterday, the House took 
into consideration the motion for reappointing the present 
Committee of Safety for the Province, with the addition 
of certain new Members to the said Committee ; and, after 
some time spent therein, 

"Resolved, That Benjamin Franklin, John Dickinson, 
George Gray, Samuel Miles, Robert Morris, Benjamin 
Bartholomew, George Ross, Michael Swoope, John Mont- 
gomery, Edward Bid die, George Taylor, Bernard Dough- 
erty, Samuel Hunter, Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwal- 
lader, Andrew Allen, Joseph Read, Owen Biddle, An- 
thony Wayne, Francis Johnson, Richard Reiley, Nicholas 
Fairlamb, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Robert White, George Clymer, Samuel Howell, Merchant, 
Alexander. WUcocks, John Nixon, James Mease, Henry 
Wynkoop, and James Biddle, Gentlemen, be, and they are 
hereby appointed a Committee of Safety for this Province, 
during the ensuing year. 

"Resolved, That any seven or more of the said Com- 
mittee,, with the President, or, in his absence, the Vice- 
President, shall be a Board for transacting any business that 
may properly come before them. 

"■ A copy from the Journals : 

" Chas. Moore, Clerk of Assembly." 

Resolved, unanimously, That Benjamin Franklin, Esq., 
be President, and Robert Morris, Esq., be Vice-President 
of this Board. 

Upon application of Messrs. Wharton and Humphreys, 
for a sum oLMoney towards the payment of two Armed 
Boats they built, an Order was drawn, by order of the 
Board, on Michael Hillegas, Esq., in their favour, for two 
hundred a rj. 3. fifty Pounds. 

Upon application of Dr. Kearsley, for a Clerk to assist 



him, while in confinement, in settling his affairs, it is agreed 
by this Board that he should be permitted to have one, and 
that the said Clerk should take the following Oath, viz: 

" You do swear that, as clerk to Dr. John Kearsley, you 
will transact, for and with him, such business only as shall 
be necessary for the settlement of his private affairs; and 
that you will not transact, with him or for him, any matters 
whatever of a publick nature, or in any manner respecting 
the political disputes between Great Britain and the Uni- 
ted American Colonics; and that you will, to the utmost 
of your power, prevent the said John Kearsley from carry- 
ing on any correspondence of that nature, with any person 
or persons whatever; and that you will make known to 
the Committee of Safety any attempts that the said John 
Kearsley, or any other person, should make for that pur- 
pose, if the same comes to your knowledge." 

It was agreed by this Board, that Mr. Stephen Bayard 
should attend Dr. John Kearsley, as a Clerk, and be per- 
mitted at all times to attend him in the settlement of his 
private affairs; and Mr. Bayard took and subscribed the 
above Oath. 

The Pilots attended this day, and offered to undertake 
the service they were to be appointed to, at the rate of 
seven Pounds ten Shillings per month; and will attend 
again to-morrow, to know the sense of this Board as to their 
proposal. 

Edward Chamberlain, Master-at-Arms, certifies that 
Captain Henry Dougherty received on board his boat eleven 
Muskets, bought of Nathaniel Monro, at ninety Shillings 
per piece. ------ <= 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports, that he has receiv- 
ed from OsivaldEve eleven and one-eighth barrels of Battle 
Powder, weight one hundred and thirty-seven and a half 
pounds. 

That he has received from different people the following 
articles, belonging to this Province, viz : two hundred and 
five Bayonets, one hundred and ten Scabbards, one hun- 
dred and sixty-one Cartridge-Boxes, nine Muskets, with 
Bayonets. 

That he has purchased the following articles, agreeably 
to the directions of this Board : of Owen Biddle, one Mus- 
ket and Bayonet, three Pounds ten Shillings ; of Isaac 
Cox, twenty-four Cutlasses, at two Shillings six Pence 
each, three Pounds; of Samuel Howell, eleven Cutlasses; 
of John Chanoler, ten Cutlasses, at two Shillings each, one 
Pound ; of Elizabeth Miller, fifty-two Cutlasses, at three 
Shillings each, seven Pounds sixteen Shillings; of Mr. 
Tilghman, five Cutlasses, at three Shillings each, fifteen 
Shillings; of John Phillips, three Cutlasses, at two Shil- 
lings six Pence each, seven Shillings six Pence; of Joseph 
Simms, seven Cutlasses, at three Shillings nine Pence each, 
one Pound six Shillings three Pence ; of James Wallace] 
forty-nine Cutlasses, at five Shillings each, twelve Pounds 
five Shillings; of Captain Furman, nineteen Cutlasses, at 
five Shillings, four Pounds fifteen Shillings; of Major Miff- 
lin, five Cutlasses, at five Shillings each, one Pound five 
Shillings; of Captain Furman, seven pairs Pistols, at fifteen 
Shillings per pair, five Pounds five Shillings ; of John 
Tunnicliff, one pair of Pistols, one Pound five Shillings. 

a 
Saturday, October 21, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present 

Robert Morris, Michael Swoope, Samuel Miles, Ber- 
nard Dougherty, Daniel Roberdeau, George Clymer, John 
Cadwallader, John Nixon, Thomas Wharton, Jun., John 
Montgomery, Alexander Wilcocks, Owen Biddle, James 
Biddle. 

Resolved, That Mr. Wilcocks, Mr. Wharton, and Mr. 
Nixon, apply to the Commissioners and Assessors of this 
County, to know if they have contracted for the whole of 
the Firelocks, and what forwardness they are in; and to 
inform them that the following Gunsmiths are unemployed 
in this County, viz: William Antes, of Frederick Town- 
ship i; —*-Johest, of Whetpain Township ; John Baker, 
of Providence Tow-nship ; Jonah Wood, of Norrinn-ton 
Township. to 

By order of the Board, twelve of the~Articles of Asso- 
ciation and Precedency were delivered to Mr. Dougherty 
for the use of the Associators of Bedford County. 
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The Pilots attended this day, when they agreed to enter 
into the service of this Province, at the rate of six Pounds 
per month, for the purpose of piloting all vessels from 
Chester, through the machines sunk near Fort-Island, to 
this City, and from this City to Chester, when it was una- 
nimously 

Resolved, That Michael Dawson, James Roberts, Jo- 
seph Gamble, William Moleslon, Daniel Gorton, William 
Marshall, Nehemiah Maule, John Snyder, Matthew Strong, 
and William Ross, Pilots, be employed in the above ser- 
vice, at the said rate of six Pounds per month ; and that 
Mr. Clymer, Mr. White, Mr. Nixon, Mr. Wharton, and 
Mr. Mease, or any three of them, be a Committee to draw 
up Instructions for the Pilots, and the form of the Oath 
they are to take ; and that the said Committee are to have 
the whole direction of the said Pilots, and the services they 
are to perform. 

Agreeable to the above Resolve, the following Oath was 
administered and signed by the abovementioned Pilots, 
viz : 

" We, Michael Dawson, James Roberts, Joseph Gamble, 
William Moleston, Daniel Gorton, William Marshall, 
Nehemiah Maule, John Snyder, Matthew Strong, and 
William Ross, now of the City of Philadelphia, being ap- 
pointed, by the Committee of Safety, Pilots, to navigate 
vessels sailing from the City of Philadelphia to the Town 
of Chester, upon Delaware, and from the said Town to 
the City aforesaid, being each of us duly sworn upon the 
Holy Evangelists, do, and every of us does, declare and 
swear, that he will not discover, to any person or persons 
whatever, any matter or thing which be shall Tjerinformed 
of or intrusted with, or which he now knows, or shall here- 
after acquire knowledge of, by his own skill and experi- 
ence or otherwise, whereby any person or persons may be 
taught and instructed how to conduct and navigate a vessel 
to pass through or between the machines called chevaux- 
de-frise, sunk in the River Delaware, by order of the Com- 
mittee of Safety; and that each of us will use his utmost 
skill and endeavours. to keep out of the way of and prevent 
his being taken by any British man-of-war, armed vessel, 
or other vessel in the immediate service of the King of 
Great Britain. And, further, each of us do swear, that 
he will continue in the service to which he is now appoint- 
ed, and not depart the same until he is discharged from it 
by order of the Committee of Safety ; and that, in all things 
which respect his duty in the service aforesaid, he will 
faithfully and readily obey and execute all orders and di- 
rections which ...he shall receive from the Sub-Committee 
who are appointed by the Committee of Safety to superin- 
tend and direct his duty, or such as he shall receive from 
the General Assembly of the Province of Pennsylvania or 
from the Committee of Safety. 

"Michael Dawson, William Marshall, 

"James Roberts, Nehemiah Maule, 

" Joseph Gamble, John Snyder, 

" William Moleston, Matthew Strong, 
" Daniel Gorton, William Ross. 

" Taken and sworn the 20th October, 1775, before me, 

" James Riddle, J. P." 

Captain William Bradford having informed the Vice- 
President that Major Wescott, of New- Jersey, was arrived 
in this City, with the Captain of a Transport Ship lately 
cast away on Brigantine Beach, near Egg Harbour, he 
ordered the Committee to be summoned, when the follow- 
ing members appeared : 

Robert Morris, James Mease, George Clymer, George 
Taylor, Bernard Dougherty, Alexander Wilcocks, James 
Biddle, Andrew Allen, John Montgomery, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Owen Biddle, Michael Swoope, John Cadival- 
lader, Daniel Roberdeau, George Ross. 

Captain George Hastings, late Commander of the above- 
mentioned Transport, being brought before the Committee, 
gave the following intelligence : 

That he was Master of the Ship Rebecca &r Francis, of 
two hundred and nifjety-ihree tons burden, owned in Lon- 
don, by James Mather; that he left Boston the 5th of 
October, for New-York, with two commissioned officers, 
Captain Duncan Campbell and Lieutenant Symes — two 
Serjeants, named Hugh Morrison and William Forsier — 
and twenty-one privates, belonging to a Regiment raising 
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in America ; that he understood they were going to New* 
York, for the purpose of recruiting; that last Monday 
morning, before day, the weather being hazy, the said Ship 
Rebecca 8f Francis struck on the shore at Brigantine 
Beach, where she is stranded. That Captain Campbell 
parted with him at the Beach, on Tuesday evening, and, 
he supposes, made the best of his way to New-York in 
some boat, but did not see him go into any boat, as it was 
dark when he left his tent. That Lieutenant Symes went 
away about Tuesday, at noon, in a small boat, with an 
elderly man, dressed like a fisherman. That they had on 
board sixty firelocks, with bayonets and cartouch-boxes, and 
two barrels and a half of powder, all which were thrown 
into the sea. That on the 20th July last the said Captain 
Campbell sailed with him from Boston to New-York, and 
carried between fifty and sixty recruits from New- York to 
Boston. That the said Captain Campbell had been in the 
Forty-Second Regiment ; lived in Dutchess County, New- 
York Government, and has a wife and children there. 
That he (the Captain of the vessel) was not ordered to 
apply to any person at New- York, but to lie under the 
protection of the Asia, ship-of-war. That Captain Camp- 
bell frequently sent the boat on shore, for the recruits that 
were raised for him. That the soldiers now brought in 
said ship were some of those enlisted at New- York, and 
carried by Captain Campbell to Boston in July last. That 
General Gage and the officers of the Forty-Eighth and 
Fifty-Ninth Regiments are going home in a transport ves- 
sel of sixteen guns. That bills of one hundred Pounds 
sterling sold in Boston for eighty Pounds. That no men 
oTwar or troops had gone to Quebeck ; neither had they 
an account of an expedition agatnst Quebeck, but there was 
a talk of one against Halifax. 

Monday, October 23, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, Andrew Allen, George Clymer, John 
Montgomery, Daniel Roberdeau, Alexander Wilcocks, 
John Nixon, Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Ber- 
nard Dougherty, George Gray, James Mease, James 
Biddle. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That Mr. Allen, Mr. Clymer, 
and Mr. Roberdeau, be a Committee to give orders re- 
specting the removal of Dr. John Kearsley to Yorktown 
Jail, and the removal of J. Brooks to Lancaster Jail, and 
to give the necessary orders for their sentence being carried 
into execution. 

Resolved, That Captain Long be ordered to buy a quan- 
tity of half-price boards, and send them to Fort-Island, for 
the purpose of building a leanto Shed against the inside 
of the fort wall, sufficient to cover two or three hundred 
men in bad weather. " 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
the following Firelocks from the undermentioned Captains 
of the Associators : twelve Firelocks from Captain Fur- 
man, twenty-three ditto from Captain Cadwallader, eleven 
ditto from Captain Wilcox, twelve ditto from Captain 
Little, five ditto from Captain Shce, nine ditto from Cap- 
tain Willing. That he has received six Firelocks, pur- 
chased from Captain Robison. That he has delivered to 
the undermentioned Captains of the Armed Boats the fol- 
lowing Firelocks, viz: thirteen Firelocks to Captain Dough- 
erty, of the Washington ; fifteen ditto to Captain Alexan- 
der, of the Chatham; fifteen ditto to Captain Moore, of 
the Effingham; fifteen ditto to Captain Davidson, of the 
Warren; fifteen ditto to Captain Blair, of the Burke; 
fifteen ditto to Captain Montgomery, of the Ranger ; fif- 
teen ditto to Captain Hamilton, of the Congress; fifteen 
ditto to Captain Eyres, of the Camden ; two ditto to Cap- 
tain Thomas Moore, of the Hancock; two ditto to Captain 
Rice, of the Dickinson; six ditto to Captain Henderson, 
of the Bull-Dog; eight ditto to Captain Biddle, of the 
Franklin. 

Upon application of Captain Peter Long, Ships' Hus- 
band, for the sum of money for the payment of a number of 
small articles he had occasion to purchase, for the use of the 
Armed Boats, by order of the Board, an Order was drawn 
on Michael Hillcgas, Esq., Treasurer, in his favour, for 
one hundred Pounds. 

This Board having taken into their consideration, by 
15 
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desire of the honourable Assembly, the appointment of a 
Commodore to command the Fleet, Capt. Thomas Read 
was named ; and after full consideration of the merits, and 
inquiry into his character and qualifications, it was 

Resolved, That the said Capt. Thomas Read be recom- 
mended as a proper person to be appointed by the honour- 
able House of Assembly to that important station. 

Resolved, That Mr. Wharton, Mr. Mease, and Mr. 
Nixon, or any two of them, be a Committee for inspecting 
and paying all Accounts that may appear against this Board, 
and that they find just. 

Resolved, That the Commodore to the Armed Boats be 
allowed a Clerk, and that the said Clerk be allowed nine 
Dollars per month for his services. 

In pursuance of the Resolve of this Board, Mr. Wil- 
cocks, Mr. Nixon, and Mr. Wharton, waited upon Mr. 
Fox, the only Commissioner of Philadelphia County resi- 
dent in the City, and presented to him the Resolve of this 
Board ; and to the points of inquiry directed to bemade, 
Mr. Fox. Informed the Committee that the Commissioners 
of Philadelphia County had contracted with a certain Lewis 
Phrahl, Gunsmith, for the making of one hundred and fifty 
Firelocks ; that none were yet ready for use, but that he 
expected twenty-four of them would be delivered on Sa- 
turday next ; and the Gunsmith had promised to deliver, 
for the future, twelve Firelocks every week, until the whole 
number of_one_ hundred and fifty were completed. That 
the Commissioners were not under contract with any other 
workman, jbr the making of any more arms than the above 
orfeliundrecTand fifty. That he (Mr. Fox) was ready and 
desjrouj to = employ persons to make the number of Fire- 
locks required by the vote of the Assembly, but could not 
get workmen to undertake to make them. That the Com- 
missioners had provided Cartouch-Boxes for the whole 
number _of_arms required. That he would readily employ 
the workmen the Board had informed him of; and that he 
would orde r an adv ertisement to be put in the newspapers, 
to invite workmen who were willing to contract for the 
making the Firelocks to apply to the Commissioners to be 
employed by them. 

Tuesday, October 24, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, George Ross, Andrew Allen, Samuel 
Miles, George Clymer, Owen Biddle, Benjamin Bartho- 
lomew, Bernard Dougherty, John Nixon, George Taylor, 
John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Howell, 
George Gray, James Mease, Michael Swoope, John 
Montgomery, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Alexander Wil- 
cocks. 

Dr. Kearsley went off this morning, guarded by an escort 
of Light-Horse, under the command of Captain Markoe, 
for Lancaster, and from thence to be conveyed by a guard 
to York-town, there to be put into the custody of the Com- 
mittee of York County, who are to see the sentence of this 
Board effected. /. Brooks went at (he same time, under 
the said guard, for Lancaster, there to be delivered to the 
Committee ofthat County, who are to see the sentence of 
this Board carried into execution against him. 

Letters were wrote, read, and approved of, and sent by 
Captain Markoe to the Committees of Lancaster and York 
Counties, enclosing the Resolve and sentence agafhsf Dr. 
Kearsley and /. Brooks. 

Dr. Kearsley, in order to reimburse the expenses that 
have or may accrue to this Board, on his account, this day 
drew the following Order for the payment of the same ; 
which Order was delivered to Mr. Thomas Wharton, Jun. 

"Philadelphia, October 23, 1775. 

" Gentlemen: Please to pay to Robert Morn's, Esq., 
Vice-President of the Board of Safety, or to his order all 
the expenses that have accrued to the Board of Safety on 
my account, and that may accrue in escorting me to York- 
town. I am, Gentlemen, your humble servant, 

"John Keaksley. 



Wednesday, October 25, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, Bernard Dougherty, John Cadwallader, 
Owen Biddle, James Mease, George Gray, Andrew Al- 
len, Daniel Roberdeau, George Clymer, Alexander Wil- 
cocks, Samuel Miles, James Biddle. 

Joseph Fox, Esq., a Commissioner of this County, made 
application to this Board for five hundred Pounds, in order 
to advance to the Gunsmiths, to forward making the Fire- 
locks for this County. 

The Board, taking said application into consideration, 
Resolved, That this Board will advance the Commis- 
sioners and Assessors the said five hundred Pounds, in order 
to forward the making the fifteen hundred Firelocks for 
this County. 

An Order was drawn on Robert Morris, in favour of 
George Havener, for twelve Pounds, for making twelve 
quarter barrels of Gunpowder which the Board directed to 
be paid. 

Upon application of George Taylor, Esq., an Order was 
drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer of this Board, 
for two hundred and fifty Pounds, being in part payment 
for the Cannon Ball made by him under the order of this 
Board. 

Thursday, October 26, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 
Robert Morris, Michael Swoope, John Nixon, James 
Mease, Andrew Allen, John Montgomery, Francis John- 
son, Thomas Wharton, Jun., John Cadwallader, Bernard 
Dougherty, Samuel Miles, Anthony Wayne, Owen Bid- 
dle, James Biddle, George Clymer, Alexander Wilcocks, 
George Gray. 

By direction of this Board, an Order was this day drawn 
on Michael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer to this Board, for 
one thousand Pounds, in favour of Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
John Nixon, and James Mease, Committee of Accounts. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
the following articles into store, viz : 

Five barrels of Powder, weight five hundred pounds, re- 
ceived from George Lush, being the damaged Powder sent 
him to be made good ; 1 quarter-barrel of Powder, weight 
twenty-five pounds, received from George Havener ;° 6 
reams of Paper for Cannon Cartridges, received from Tho- 
mas Philips; 6 thirty-two pound Cannon Ball ; 130 twen- 
ty-four pound Cannon Ball, 1,207 eighteen-pound Cannon 
Ball, 16 thirty-two pound Cannon Ball, weight eleven ton, 
two hundred weight, two quarters, and eighteen pounds' 
received from George Taylor, Esq.; 119 eighteen-pound 
Cannon Ball, 20 nine-pound Cannon Ball, 11 six-pound 
Cannon Ball, weight one ton, five hundred weight, received 
from W. Allen, Esq. 

Friday, October 27, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present 

Robert Morris, Samuel Howell, John Nixon, Thomas 
Wharton, Jun., John Cadivuttader, James Mease, Nicho- 
las Fairlamb, James Biddle, Samuel Miles, Ahxander 
Wilcocks, Bernard Dougherty, Anthony Wayne, Francis 
Johnson, Samuel Morris, Jun.", John Montgomery, Owen 
Biddle. 

Upon application of Mr. Thomas Proctor to be appoint- 
ed Captain of the Company of Artillery to be raised and 
employed at Fort-Lland, for the defence of this Province 
this Board considering Mr. Proctor's application, ' 

Resolved, That the said Thomas Proctor be appointed 
Captain of the said Company. 

Resolved, That Air. David Rittenhouse be appointed 
Engineer to this Board. 



Resolved, That Mr. Towers be directed to prove all the 
Muskets made in this City for the Provincial service, and 
to stamp such of them as are proof with the letters c! P.; 
and that a copy of this Minute be handed to the County 
t aj 7 7 v n/r W/-77- d 77 i n -r i Commissioners, who are to notify the Smiths they contract 

ToAbel James Esq Mr. William Pollard, Capt. John with for said Muskets of this Resolve, and that none of 
Wilcox, and Mr. Thomas Lawrence." their Guns will be received or paid for by this Board but 

such as have been so proved and stamped as aforesaid. 

Resolved, That Mr. Towers, Commissary, deliver and 
send down to Fort-Island, a Gin, Handspikes, Pulleys, 



Resolved, That a Second Lieutenant be appointed to 
each of the Armed Boats, whose pay shall be twelve Dol- 
lars per month. 



1829 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, OCTOBER, 1775. 



1830 



Ropes, and what other articles that may be thought neces- 
sary for carrying on the publick works at that Island. 

Upon application of James Jones, Mate, John Orkney, 
Second Mate, John Clerk, Charles Keyes, George Simp- 
son, and George Stewart, Mariners, belonging to the Re- 
becca 8f Francis, Transport, George Hastings, Master, 
lately stranded on Brigantinc Beach, on the Jersey Shore, 
a Certificate was given them that they had been examined 
by this Committee, discharged, and permitted to go at 
large. 

Resolved, That Isaac Rotch be appointed Second Lieu- 
tenant of one of the Armed Boats. 

The Board taking into consideration the application from 
Captain William Davis and others, offering their service 
to act as volunteers in the Battery to be erected at Fort- 
Island, are of opinion, that the thanks of this Board are 
due to these gentlemen for their generous offer to serve 
the publick without reward, which Mr. Nixon is desired 
by the Board to present to them. It is recommended to 
the said gentlemen to qualify themselves in such exercise 
of great Guns as will be useful in the department in which 
they offer to serve; and this Board do resolve to call upon 
them to act as volunteers, under the Officers appointed by 
this Board, whenever the publick service shall require. 

Saturday, October 28, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Bernards Dougherty, Anthony Wayne, John Cadwalla- 
der, George Clyrncr, Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, 
Francis Johnson, James Mease, Samuel Howell, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., Andrew Allen. 

Upon application of Anthony Martin, John Price, La- 
rie McNeil, Thomas Pratt, Thomas Clough, John Smith, 
John Blackl and, Simon Easterwood, and James Bachelor, 
Seamen, ..belonging to the Rebecca 8f Francis, Transport, 
George Hastings, Master, lately stranded on Brigantinc 
Beach, on the Jersey Shore, a Certificate was given them 
that they had been examined by this Committee, dis- 
charged, and permitted to go at large. 

By order of the Board, an Order was delivered TVIr. 
Owen Biddle, drawn agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th 
September, and dated the 29th, on Michael Hillegas, 
Esquire, in favour of the Commissioners and Assessors of 
Lancaster County, for six hundred Pounds. 

Monday, October 30, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Robert Morris, Thomas Wharton, Junior, Bernard 
Dougherty, Samuel Howell, John Montgomery, Owen 
Biddle, Alexander Wilcocks, John Nixon, Andrew Al- 
len, George Ross, George Clymer, James Mease, James 
Biddle. 

On the Information of Mr. Owen Biddle, that the per- 
son sent down by the Committee of York County to in- 
struct the Committee for the manufacture of Saltpetre in 
his mode of carrying on that process, is now ready to un- 
dertake the said business, but cannot proceed for want of 
a supply of Money, and Mr. Biddle_oKeimg to advance 
him fifty .Pounds, for the forwarding this necessary work, 
provided_this_JBoard will secure to him the repayment of 
the same, 

Resolved, That this Board, to forward so useful a work, 
will be security to Mr. Owen Biddle for the repayment 
of the said sum of fifty Pounds. 

A Petition from Hannah Shee, for relief for herself and 
children, was read, her husband having been drowned in 
the service of this Province. 

After consideration, she was recommended by this Board 
to the Overseers of the Poor of the District where the 
deceased was settled, for such provision = as the case may 
require. 

A Letter, dated the 24th instant, was received the 28th, 
from the Committee of Lancaster County, informing that 
Captain _Mar]c__e_ had safely lodged injhe Jail of that 
County the bodies of Dr. John Kearsley and J*. Brooks, 
and that Dr. Kearsley would be forwardecL to Yor JcIq wn 
next day, under a propeT guard, and that J. BrQoks 
would continue in his confinement, and dealt with agreeable 
to the sentence and direction of this Committee. 



Captain Dougherty attended this day, and acquainted 
the Board that, agreeable to a Resolve of the 9th instant, 
the Captains had agreed to allow each good and able Sea- 
man fifteen Shillings, as a bounty for their entering into 
the service on board the Armed Boats, which bounty is to 
be paid them one month after having been in the service. 

By direction of this Board, an Order was this day drawn 
on Michael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, in favour of Messrs. 
Thomas Wharton, John Nixon, and James Mease, Com- 
mittee of Accounts, for the sum of one thousand Pounds. 

Resolved, That Alexander Wilcocks, Andrew Allen, 
James Biddle, and Owen Biddle, be a Committee to re- 
vise and correct the Minutes of this Board, in order to 
their being transcribed fairly in the Minute-Book. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Robert White and Samuel Mor- 
ris be a Committee to direct the building of a Shed on 
Fort-Island, agreeable to the Resolve of the 25th instant, 
and to repair such Buildings as may be already erected on 
the Island, that may be made suitable to the accommoda- 
tion of the Soldiers and Sailors. 

George Ross, Esquire, sent to this Board the following 
Resolve of Congress, which is directed to be put on the 
Minutes of this Committee, viz: 

"In Congress, October 2G, 1775. 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Pro- 
vincial Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils of Safety, of 
the United Colonies, to export to the foreign West-Indies, 
on account and risk of their respective Colonies, as much 
Provision, or any other Produce, except Horned Cattle, 
Sheep, Hogs, and Poultry, as they may deem necessary 
for the importation of Arms, Ammunition, Sulphur, and 
Saltpetre. 

" A copy from the Minutes : 

"Charles Thomson, Secretary." 
Captain Duncan Campbell, Lieutenant Symes. and 
twenty-three private Soldiers, part of a Regiment about 
to be raised in the Ministerial service, on their voyage from 
Boston to New- York, on board the Ship Rebecca &r Fran- 
cis, Captain Hastings, (by the said Ship being stranded 
on Brigantinc Beach, on the New-Jersey Shore,) were 
taken prisoners by the people or Jersey, and brought to 
this City, and after having separately examined the said 
Officers and many of the Privates, it appears to this Board 
that they have acted, and intended .further to act a part 
inimical to the liberties of America. Therefore it was 
thought proper by this Board to transmit the said Exami- 
nation to the honourable the Continental Congress, and 
request they would determine thereon ; in consequence of 
whieh requisition, George Ross, Esq., produced from the 
Congress, the following Resolve : 

"In Congress, October 28, 1775. 

"Resolved, That Captain Duncan Campbell and Lieu- 
tenant Symes, and the men who came with them in the 
Transport Rebecca ^ Francis, be. confined in such Jails, in 
this Colony as the Committee of Safety of said Colony 
think proper; and that the said Captain Campbell and 
Lieutenant Symes be allowed, for their subsist enc e, one 
and one-third Dollar each per week, and the men one 
Dollar per week each, to be paid out of the Continental 
Treasury t _______ 

'• A Jrue copy from the Minutes: 

"Chakles Thomson, Secretary." 

Agreeable to the above determination of Congress, it is 

Resolved, That the said Captain Campbell and Lieu- 
tenant Symes be confined in the Jail oFthe City and Coun- 
ty of Philadelphia, and that they be kept apart from the 
rest of the prisoners ; that they be not permitted to have 
the use of Pen, Ink, or Paper, and that no person what- 
ever be permitted to speak to them, or either of them but 
in the presence of some Member of this Committee or 
some other person authorized by a Member of this Com- 
mittee in writing. 

The following Commitment, being drawn tip and signed 
by tFe Vice-President, was delivered ; to Mr, Cadwallader 
and Mr. Nixon, who were desired tqjicquaint the Officers 
of the determination of Congress, and to deliverjhe sajd 
Commitment to the Officer ofthe Guard ovej-tjie Pris on - 
ers, and desire him to deliver them into the custody ofthe 
Jailer of this County: 
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In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, } 
October 30, 1775. $ 

Whereas the honourable the Continental Congress did, 
on the 28th day of October, instant, resolve "that Captain 
Duncan Campbell and Lieutenant Symes, and the men 
who came with them in the Transport Rebecca &f Fran- 
cis, be confined in such Jails in this Colony as the Com- 
mittee of Safety of said Colony think proper, and that 
the said Captain Campbell and Lieutenant Symes be al- 
lowed, for their subsistence, one and one-third Dollar each 
per week, and the men one Dollar per week each, to be 
paid out of the Continental Treasury;" and the Committee 
of Safety having taken the said Resolve into considera- 
tion oil this day, have determined that the said Duncan 
Campbell, Lieutenant Symes, and the men who came with 
them as aforesaid, be committed to the Jail of the City 
and County of Philadelphia, there to be confined until 
this Board shall further determine therein : These are 
therefore to require you to receive into your custody and 
strictly confine in the said Jail the aforesaid Captain 
Duncan Campbell and Lieutenant Symes, and them safely 
keep, without pen, ink, and paper, apart from the rest of 
your prisoners ; and that you permit no person whatever 
to speak to them, or either of them, but in the presence of 
some Member of this Committee, or some other person 
authorized by a Member of this Committee in writing. 
And hereof you are not to fail at your peril. 

By order of the Committee : 

Robert Morris, Vice-President. 

To the Keeper of the Common Jail of the City and Coun- 
ty of Philadelphia. 

Tuesday, October 31, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Alexander Wilcocks, John Cadwallader, Daniel Rober- 

deau, James Mease, Owen Riddle, George Clymer, John 

Nixon, Thomas Wharton, Jun. 

Wednesday, November 1, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, Rernard Dougherty, Daniel Rober- 

deau, James Mease, John Nixon, George Clymer, John 

Cadwallader, Samuel Miles, Owen Riddle. 

Resolved, That Colonel Cadwallader and ..Mr, Clymer 
be a Committee to draw up a Memorial to Congress re- 
specting the case of Lieutenant Symes, who prays for per- 
mission to go to the Camp of General Washington, and 
wait there for an exchange of Prisoners. 

Thursday, November 2, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, George Clymer, James Mease, Owen 
Riddle, Samuel Morris, Junior, Andrew Allen, Samuel 
Miles, John Montgomery, Samuel Howell, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Rernard Dougherty, James Riddle, Alexander Wil- 
cocks, John Cadwallader. 

Rober tfilorris, Esq., acquaints this Board that he made 
application to the Assembly for the Barracks being put in 
proper order for the reception of the Troops now raising, 
and that, in consequence thereof, the House has given 
orders to the Barrackmaster to see the same done imme- 
diately, and to obey such orders as this Committee may 
issue to him, from time to time, as Barrackmaster. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Michael 
Ilillegas, Esq., in favour of Mr. John Maxwell Nesbitt, 
Paym aster to the Fleet, for five hundred Pounds. 

Upon report of Mr. Samuel Morris, Jun., that the in- 
side of the Fort on Fort-Island is an improper place for 
erecting a Shed for defending the people from the incle- 
mency of the weather ; therefore, 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert White and Mr. Samuel 
Moms, Junior, repair any Buildings that may be on the 
Island, and erect such others as may be found necessary; 
and that they employ a sufficient number of hands; to 
throw up a Bank and build a small Pier at thejpppeT end 
of Fo rt-Island , for the purpose of sending with more speed 
any succodts that there may be occasion for at the Island 
from the main. 

The four following Soldiers, taken prisoners with Cap- 



tain Campbell, now in the Jail of this County, were order- 
ed by this Board to be removed to the Work-House, viz : 
Edward Mulloy, Robert Colebrook, John O'Neill, and 
Joseph Taylor. 

The Board informed the Jailer and the Work-House 
Keeper of the City and County of Philadelphia, that 
Captain Campbell and Lieutenant Symes were allowed by 
the Continental Congress one Dollar and one-third of a 
Dollar per week for their subsistence, and one Dollar per 
week for the Soldiers taken with Captain Campbell ; and 
that no greater sum will be allowed them. 

Doctor Duffield reports his having been down to Pro- 
vince-Island, and examined the Pest-House, and finds it 
in good order, and provided with Beds and other necessa- 
ries sufficient for the accommodation of forty sick men. 

Agreeably to a Resolve of yesterday, Colonel Cadwal- 
lader and Mr. Clymer drew up the following Memorial ; 
which was approved of, and signed by the Vice-President: 
To the Honourable the Continental Congress: 

The Memorial of the Committee of Safety for the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, showeth : That this Committee 
having carried into execution the sentence passed by Con- 
gress against Captain Campbell, Lieutenant Symes, and 
the several Soldiers under their command, by putting them 
into confinement in the Jail and Work-House of this City, 
they now beg leave to offer to Congress, at the instance 
and request of Lieutenant Symes, the reasons on which 
he grounds his pretensions to be considered and treated as 
a prisoner of war ; that he came from England to Roston 
in the capacity of an Army Surgeon, and afterwards was 
commissioned as an officer in the Regiment of Royal 
Highland Emigrants; that being ordered on board the 
Transport Rebecca fy Francis, placed under the absolute 
direction of Captain Campbell, whom he had never seen 
or heard of, lie was ignorant of the nature of the service he 
was sent on, and of the instructions jointly issued by Gen- 
eral Gage to him and Captain Campbell, until some days 
after he was at sea. This Committee, having examined 
into these circumstances, have reason to believe they are 
consistent with truth. 

Philadelphia, November 1, 1775. 

Friday, November 3, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, Andrew Allen, Samuel Howell, John 
Montgomery, James Mease, George Ross, John Nixon, 
Daniel Roberdequ, Samuel Miles, George Clymer, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, Jun., Rernard Dough- 
erty, James Riddle, 

Resolved, That Mr. Miles and Mr. Dougherty deliver 
to Joseph Fox, Esq., Barrackmaster, the following Order 
of Assembly for repairing the Barracks and providing ne- 
cessaries for quartering the Troops, viz : 

" In Assembly, November I, 1775. 

"Upon motion, Ordered, That the Barrackmaster do 
forthwith put the Barracks near this City in proper repair 
for receiving the Troops now raising in this Province; and 
that the said Barrackmaster do in future receive and com- 
ply with such orders from the Committee of Safety as 
they may find necessary to issue for quartering the Troops 
in the said. Barracks. 

" Charles Moore, Clerk of Assembly.'' 

That they inquire when the Barracks will be in readi- 
ness for the reception of the Troops ; likewise, what num- 
ber of Firelocks are made. for this County. 

Resolved, as the opinion of this Roard, That it is ne- 
cessary to take some further measures for the defence of 
this City than are already provided. 

That Mr. Wharton, Mr, Clymer, Mr. Howell, and Mr. 
Nixon, be a Committee to inquire and to report to this 
Board if a Ship can be immediately bought, fit for a Pro- 
vincial Ship-of-War, or how soon and at what price such 
a Ship can be built, 

Mr. Samuel Morris, Jun., and Mr. Robert White me 
directed to provide Logs and Plank to build a third tier of 
ChMaiix-de : Fri?ei .".. 

Upon application of Captain Proctor, tFe following Or- 
der"was delivered him : 
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In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, ) 
November 3, 1775. \ 

Sir : You will please to admit Captain Thomas Proc- 
tor, with his Company of Artillery, into the Barracks, and 
furnish him with the Bedding late belonging to the Royal 
Artillery Company, and with what other necessaries be- 
longing to the Province, for their accommodation, that you 
may have in your power to supply him with. 

By order of the Committee : 

Robert Morris, Vice-President. 

To Joseph Fox, Esq., Barrackmaster. 

Monday, November 6, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, John Nixon, Samuel Howell, Bernard 
Dougherty, James Biddle, John Montgomery, George 
Clymer, Robert White, Andrew Allen, Michael Swoope, 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Mease, John Cadwallader, 
Daniel Roberdeau, Alexander Wilcocks, George Gray, 
Owen Biddle. 

Mr. Dougherty reports his haying delivered the Order 
of Assembly to Joseph Fox, Esq., Barrackmaster, for re- 
pairing the Barracks ; that the Barrackmaster expected 
they would be ready for the reception of the Troops in 
about ten days; that he supposed that there would .be .Six 
Muskets finished by Saturday next. 

George Hastings, late Commander of the Ship Rebec- 
ca fy Francis, being desirous to go to the wreck of said 
Vessel, now laying on Brigantine Beach, we do hereby 
certify that the said Commander has been examined by 
the Committee of Safety of this Province, and regularly 
discharged. 

The Articles for the Artillery were this day completed, 
agreed to, and are as follow, viz : 

Rules and Regulations for the Artillery Company. 

Whereas a Company of Artillery being necessary for 
the defence of this Colony, the Committee of Safety have 
therefore resolved to take into pay one Captain, one Lieu- 
tenant, one Fife, one Drum, with twenty-five Privates, for 
that service, who are to be subject to the following Rules 
and Regulations, viz : 

1. All officers and privates belonging to the said Com- 
pany who shall be guilty of profane oaths, cursing, drunk- 
enness, or other scandalous actions, shall incur such punish- 
ment as the nature and degree of the offence shall deserve, 
at the disc retio n of a court-martial. 

2. Any officer or private who shall strike the Com- 
mander-in-Chief or other his superior officer, or draw, or 
offer to draw, or lift up any weapon or use any violence 
against him, or shall behave himself with contempt or dis- 
respect to him, them, or either of them, being in the exe- 
cution of their office, shall be punished according to the 
nature of his offence, at the discretion of a court-martial. 

3. If any person in or belonging to the Artillery Com- 
pany shall raise, or endeavour to raise, a mutiny, on any 
pretence whatever, or shall disobey any lawful commands 
of his superior officer, he shall on conviction thereof suffer 
such punishment as shall be nrdered by a court-martial. 

4. Any officer or private who shall without leave of his 
commanding officer absent himself from the Company, or 
from any detachment of the same, or shall advise or per- 
suade any other officer or private so to do, shall be punished 
at the discretion of a court-martial. 

5. Every person in time of action who shall mutiny, or 
who, through cowardice, disaffection, or negligence, shall at 
such time withdraw, keep back, or not come into the fight 
or engagement, or shall endeavour to persuade or deter 
others from doing their duty at such time, shall suffer 
death. 

6. Every person who shall desert to the enemy, or shall 
entice others so to do, shall suffer death, or such other pun- 
ishment as the circumstances of the offence shall deserve 
and a court-martial shall think fit. 

7. Any officer or private who shall be convicted pf hold- 
ing any correspondence with or giving intelligence to the 
enemy, either directly or indirectly, shall suffer death, or 
such punishment as shall be ordered by a court-martial. 

8. Every officer or private who shall be conyicte_d of 
having designedly or carelessly wasted or embezzled the 



ammunition, arms, stores, or provisions with which they are 
intrusted for the publick, shall suffer such punishment as a 
court-martial shall think proper for the offence. 

9. Whatever officer shall be found drunk on guard or 
under arms shall be cashiered ; and any private so offend- 
ing shall be punished at the discretion of a court-martial. 

10. No person in or belonging to the said Artillery Com- 
pany shall sleep upon his watch or forsake his post, on pain 
of such punishment as a court-martial shall think fit to 
impose. 

1 1 . Any officer or private who shall, by discharging fire- 
arms, beating of drums, or by any other means occasion 
false alarms, shall suffer such punishment as shall be inflicted 
by a court-martial. 

12. All officers, of what condition soever, belonging either 
to the Artillery Company or the Provincial Armed Boats, 
shall have power to part and quell all quarrels, affrays, and 
disorders, amongst or between any sailors or soldiers in the 
pay of this Province, and order officers to be arrested, and 
noir-com missioned officers or privates to be confined till 
their superior officers shall be acquainted therewith ; and 
whoever shall refuse to obey such officer, though of an in- 
ferior rank, or shall draw his sword or lift up any weapon 
against him, shall be punished at the discretion of a court- 
martial. 

13. If any officer or private shall think himself wronged 
by his commanding officer, he may apply to the Committee 
of Safety, who will redress his grievance. 

14. The Captain of the said Artillery Company shall 
rant with the Captains of our armed boats, according to 
the dates of their respective commissions; and the Lieuten- 
ants of said company shall have rank with the First Lieu- 
tenants of the said boats, in like manner, according to the 
date of their respective commissions. 

15. All ships and other vessels, and their cargoes, ammu- 
nition, artillery, clothing, or other articles taken from the 
enemy, shall be disposed of or distributed as the Provincial 
Assembly shall hereafter think proper. 

16. If any officer or private shall commit any crime de- 
serving punishment, he shall by his commanding officer be 
put under arrest, if an officer, or if a non-commissioned 
officer or private, be put in confinement until he shall be 
tried by a court-martial or discharged by proper authority. 

17. If any officer under arrest shall leave his confine- 
ment before he is set at liberty by the officer who confined 
him, or by proper authority, he shall be cashiered. 

18. Any officer who shall presume to discharge any 
prisoner committed to his charge, without proper authority 
for so doing, or shall suffer the prisoner to escape, shall 
be punished at the discretion of a court-martial. 

1 9. If any commissioned officer shall be convicted before 
a court-martial of behaving in a scandalous, infamous, cruel, 
oppressive, or fraudulent manner, unbecoming the charac- 
ter of an officer, he shall be dismissed from the service. 

20. All crimes not capital, and all. disorders or neglect 
which officers and privates may be guilty of, to the preju- 
dice of good order and military discipline, though not men- 
tioned jn these articles, shall be taken notice of by a court- 
martial, and punished according to the nature of the of- 
fence. 

.2,1. No person to be sentenced by a court-martial to 
suffer death, except the cases expressly mentioned in the 
foregoing articles ; nor shall any other punishment be in- 
flicted, at the discretion of a court-martial, other than 
degrading, cashiering, drumming out of the company, fine 
not exceeding two months' pay, und imprisonment not 
exceeding one month. ... 

22. The Captain of our said Company of Artillery shall 
appoint some suitable person to receive, all suchjines as 
may arise within the same, for breach of any of these 
articles; which fines shall be accounted for to the .Assem- 
bly or Committee of Safety, and by them to be appropriated 
for the relief of the maimed and disabled in the service, and 
the support of the widows and, families of such as may be 
killed. 

23. Courts-martial may be composed of commissioned 
officers from our armed boats, in conjunction with any of the 
officers of our Artillery Company, who shall have power to 
hear and determine all causes, agreeable to these articles. 

34. No court-martial for the trial of offences under the 
degree of capital shall consist, of less than five officers, 
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except in cases where that number cannot conveniently be 
assembled, when there may be sufficient who are to deter- 
mine on the sentence by a majority of voices ; and in all 
trials for capital offences the court-martial shall be composed 
of thirteen officers, and the sentence be determined by at 
least two-thirds. 

25. All persons belonging to our boats or our Artillery 
Company, called as witnesses in any case before a court- 
martial, who shall refuse to attend and give evidence, shall 
be punished at the discretion of a court-martial. 

26. All members of a court-martial are to behave with 
calmness, decency, and impartiality, and in giving their 
votes are to begin with the youngest or lowest in commis- 
sion ; and all officers are to rank in courts-martial according 
to their commissions. 

27. All members sitting in a court-martial shall be sworn 
or affirmed_by the President of said court, which President 
himself snail be sworn or affirmed by the officer next in 
rank in said court. The oath or affirmation to be adminis- 
tered previous to their proceeding to the trial of any 
offender, in form following, viz: "You, A B, swear or 
affirm that^ou will well and truly try, and impartially de- 
termine, the cause of the prisoner now to be tried, according 
to the rules framed for the regulation of the Pennsylva- 
nia Artillery Company ;" if an oath, add " so help you 
God." 

28. The President of the court-martial shall administer 
the following oath or affirmation lo all persons called to 
give evidence : " You swear or affirm, that the evidence 
you shall give in the cause now trying shall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth ;" if an oath, add 
"so help you God." 

29. No person shall suffer death, agreeable to the sen- 
tence of a court-martial, (except in the cases mentioned 
in the fifth article,) until the sentence is confirmed by 
the Assembly, or, in their recess, by the Committee of 
Safety. 

30. The Captain of the said Artillery Company shall, 
in the beginning of every month, make a faithful return to 
the Committee of Safety of the men in his Company, to be 
Sighed by himself; and upon being convicted of having 
made a false return, shall be discharged from the service; 
and if he neglect to make a return within the month, shall 
be fined at the discretion of said Committee. 

31. No officer or private shall be tried a second time for 
the same offence. 

—32. And for the encouragement of good and able-bodied 
men to enter into the said Artillery Company, the Com- 
mittee of Safety have resolved to pay to the Captain of the 
said Company twenty dollars per month ; to the Lieuten- 
ant, fourteen dollars per month; and lo each Private, Fife, 
and Drun^six dollars per month; with the same allowance 
of provisions and liquor as ordered for the armed boats. 

We, the underwritten, having seen and distinctly heard 
the foregoing ^Articles read, and fully understanding the 
contepts thereof, do freely and voluntarily subject ourselves 
toil] aad_eyery of the rules, regulations, and restrictions 
therein contained. In witness whereof, we hereunto sub- 
scribe our names. 

Resolved, That Captain Proctor be supplied by the 
Master-at-Arms with the Firelocks furnished by Colonel 
Cadwallader, now on board the Armed Boats, taking his 
receipt for the same. And that the Master-at-Arms re- 
place the number of Firelocks taken from on board the 
Boats Taisjien as7po5sible. 

That he appoint the necessary Non-Commissioned Offi- 
cers of his Company, they serving for the common pay. 
That he may order his men to the Barracks immediately. 
That Robert Towers supply him with six Cannon, with 
"Carriage, and every other necessary for them. 

Tuesday, November 7, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, George Gray, Samuel Howell, George 
. Clymer, Daniel Roberdeau, James Riddle, Andrew Allen, 
John Nixon, Samuel Miles, Samuel Morris, Jun., John 
Cadwallader, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Owen Biddle. 

Resolved, That Samuel Howell and Colonel Cadwalla- 
der be a Committee to purchase some Powder, now in 
Reading, from Jonathan Potts, Esq. 



Upon «pplication of Andrew Allen, Esq., from the 
Continental Congress, to this Board, for a quantity of Gun- 
powder, 

Resolved, That this Board furnish the Congress with 
five hundred pounds of Gunpowder, and that Robert Mor- 
ris, Esq., give an order for the same. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts, joined with 
Mr. Gray and Mr. Miles, be a Committee for borrowing 
the sum of Ten Thousand Pounds for the use of this 
Province, and that the Board will give their bond for the 
same. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau, Colonel Cadtval- 
lader, and Colonel Nixon, be a Committee to inquire what 
services the Master-at-Arms has done ; to know if such 
an officer is necessary to the armed boats; and if the pre- 
sent one is sufficient for the appointment, that they draw 
up instructions for his government. 

Resolved, That Mr. Mease, Mr. Nixon, and Mr. Whar- 
ton,^ the Committee of Accounts, purchase from Mr. Peter 
Knight all the Turpentine he has for sale. 

Resolved, That Mr. Howell and Mr. Clymer be a Com- 
mittee to inquire into the quantity of Sulphur that is now 
in this City. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Michael 
Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer of this Board, for one thousand 
Pounds, in favour of Thomas Wharton, John Nixon, and 
James Mease, Committee of Accounts. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Board, that Mr. 
Wharton, Mr. White, Mr. Nixon, Mr. Howell, Mr. Robert 
Morris, and Mr. Clymer, be a Committee to contract with 
such persons as they may think most capable, for the im- 
mediate building and equipping a Ship-of-Warfor the river 
service, to mount twenty eighteen Pounders, and to provide 
the Guns, necessary Ammunition, Provisions, and other 
articles fitting for such ship. 

Resolved, That Mr. Wilcocks, Mr. James Biddle, and 
Mr. Oiven Biddle, be a Committee to apply to the Bar- 
rackmaster to go and inspect the condition of the Barracks, 
examine the quantity and the quality of the Provincial 
Stores, to take a list of the same, and make report to this 
Board. 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle, Mr. Clymer, and 
Mr. Cadwallader, he a Committee to inquire and make 
report to this Board whether there is any person skilled in 
the casting of large Cannon, and whether the same can be 
done at any of the Furnaces in this Province. 

Resolved, That as it appears to this Board that the pro- 
viding a number of Fire-Rafts will contribute greatly to 
defend this City against hostile attacks from Men of War, 
Mr, Hoivell, Captain White, Mr. James Biddle, and Mr. 
Owen Biddle, be a Committee to inquire into the construc- 
tion of such Fire-Rafts, and to give immediate directions 
for building so many of them as may be necessary, and 
report thereon to this Committee. 

The Committee for regulating the Pilots reported to the 
Board theXollowing Rules and Regulations for the conduct 
of the Pilots appointed to carry all vessels up and down 
the river between Chester and Philadelphia, with a copy 
of the certificates they have agreed upon and delivered to 
the said Pilots; and the Board having taken the same into 
consideration, do approve of them, and ordered them to be 
entered on their Minutes. 

The Committee of Safety having ordered and directed 
that ten Pilots only be employed in conducting all vessels 
between Philadelphia and Chester, whether inward or out- 
ward bound, the following are the Rules and Regulations 
concerning them, viz: 

1st. That five ofthe said number of Pilots be in readi- 
ness at Philadelphia, to carry vessels down to Chester; 
and having performed that service, immediately to return by 
land, or in their skiffs, to Philadelphia. 

2d. That the other five be at Chester, to brino- vessels 
up from there to Philadelphia, and are to return* in like 
manner to Chester. 

3d. That no Pilot be allowed to return to his station 
otherwise than as above, unless when it happens that any 
vessel shall be in want of a Pilot, and there is none other 
on the spot, in which case he may take charge of her. 
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4tl). That each set of Pilots change their stations every 
ten days, unless it be otherwise agreed amongst themselves. 

5th. That such of the five Pilots at Philadelphia as are 
not absent on duty shall attend from ten to one o'clock 
every day, at the house of Clement Humphreys, on Pine 
Street Wharf, and those at Chester at the house of Mrs. 
Witley, to receive applications from owners or masters of 
vessels. 

6th. That the several Pilots be obliged to perforin the 
services required in rotation, according to the number of 
the ticket or certificate of their appointment that each 
one receives from the Committee of Safety, unless where 
otherwise agreed among themselves; and that applications 
made by owners or masters of vessels at the aforesaid 
houses be deemed due and sufficient notice. _.. 

The following is the form of the Certificate delivered the 
ten Pilots, viz : 

"John Snyder, Pilot, is appointed by the Committee of 
Safety of the Province of Pennsylvania to conduct vessels 
between the port of Philadelphia and Chester, 

" By order of the Committee: 

" Robert Morris, Vice-President. 

"Philadelphia, Oclobur 22, 1775." 

That none of the Pilots so employed demand or receive 
any pilotage from owners or masters of vessels for such 
service, they being in the pay of the Committee of Safety, 
for this special purpose. 

Resolved, That Mr. Francis Johnson be appointed to 
pay the Pilots that may bring up any vessels to Chester, 
that may choose to receive it of him, and that he be 
furnished by the Committee of Accounts with fifty Pounds 
for that purpose ; he is also to receive from the Pilots he 
pays the orders on the owners of the ships, endorsed pay- 
able., to .this. .Board. 

Resolved, That John Christie be appointed Second Lieu- 
tenant of the Aimed Boat Dickinson. 

Captain Hastings was this day discharged of his parole, 
and leave given him to depart this Province. 

The Sub-Committee appointed to take into consideration 
the expense of building and equipping a Ship-of-War, for the 
river service, capable of mounting twenty eighteen Pound- 
ers, exclusive of Guns, and the necessary Ammunition, Sea- 
men's Wages, and Provisions, report, as their opinion, that 
it will require the sum of nine thousand Pounds. 

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau inform the Jailer of 
this City, that it is the order of this Board, that he permit 
the friends of Mr. Snowden and Mr. Carter, now prisoners 
by order of this Board, to visit them during their confine- 
ment ; and that he acquaint the said prisoners, that this 
Board will discharge them from their confinement, on their 
giving security, in the sum of one hundred Pounds each, 
ibr their future good behaviour. 

Wednesday, November 8, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, Daniel Roberdeau, Bernard Dougher- 
ty, Samuel Miles, John Montgomery, James Riddle, Owen 
Biddle, Samuel Howell, George Clymer, James Mease, 
John Cadivallader, Andrew Allen, 

Mr. Montgomery delivered this Board the following Re- 
solve of the Committee of Cumberland County, viz: 

" Sliippensburgh, November 2, 1775. 

"Resolved, That Colonel WUson and Colonel Mont- 
gomery be directed to dispose of all the Powder and Lead 
now in this County to the Cofninittee of Safety, and pay 
the Townships their respective quotas before the Ammu- 
nition is taken out of the County. 

" James Wjlsqn, Chairman." 

In consequence of the above Resolve, the Board agree 
to purchase the said Powder and Lead, and Mr. Mont- 
gomery and Mr. Wilson are desired to make out an ac- 
count of the same, when they shall have an order for the 
amount. 

Mr. Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having re- 
ceived the following articles into store, viz : 235 pounds 
12 ounces of battle Powder, from Osimld Eve; 10 quar- 
ter-casks of Powder, weight 250 pounds, from Oswald 
Eve, which last Powder sent him to repair ; 34 pounds 



of Lead Bullets, from Captain Furman; 118 pounds of 
Lead, from Jam es Innis ; 16 Provincial Muskets, 11 Steel 
Ramrods, 13 Bayonets, 26 Cartridge-Boxes, 23 Scabbards, 
5 Frogs, from Captain Cadwallader ; 5 Provincial Muskets, 
4 Provincial Bayonets, from Captain Pryor; 5 Provincial 
Muskets, 1 Provincial Bayonet, from Captain Todd; 3 Pro- 
vincial Muskets, from Joseph Fox, from Northampton Coun- 
ty ; 107 pounds of Lead Ball, 84 pounds of Tea-Chest 
Lead, 7 Swivel Balls, from Mrs. Montgomery; 1 Musket, 

from , cost thirty-seven Shillings and six Pence ; 1 

Province Musket, from Chistopher Ludwicke; 1 Musket, 
bought of Mr. Dunn; 1,500 Lock Brushes, Prickers, and 
and Wires, from George Gray, Esq.; 30 Pikes, from 
Samuel Wheeler. 

Mrs. Ann Gibbs imported Fire-Arms to the amount of 
forty-seven Pounds. 

Resolved, That Mrs. Gibbs have a certificate of the said 
Arms being purchased by this Board, and that she may be 
allowed to export Provisions to the amount, agreeable to 
a Resolve of Congress. 

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Riddle, Captain White, and 
Mr. Clymer, be a Committee to consider the most effectual 
way of connecting the Chevaux-de-Friseby chains, and that 
they procure a chain for the purpose. 

Thursday, November 9, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, Owen Riddle, Samuel Miles, George 
Gray, George Clymer, Samuel Howell, Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, Alexander 
Wilcocks, James Mease. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Allies engage Sebastian 
Keely, to make one hundred Firelocks, for the use of this 
Province. 

Agreeably to the above Resolve, Mr. Miles informs this 
Board, that Mr. Keely has engaged to deliver six Fire- 
locks per week, until he completes one hundred ; and has 
delivered him a pattern Gun, made by Mr. Phrahl. 

Mr. Alexander Wilcocks and Mr.. Owen Riddle report 
their having gone, with the Barrackmaster, to the Bar- 
racks, and examined the Bedding, Furniture, &c, belong- 
ing to this Province; took an account of the same, and is 
as follows, viz : 

Officers' Bedding : 18 Feather Beds ; 16 Bed Curtains ; 
5 Bolsters ; 3 Pillows ; 13 Sacking Bottoms ; a number of 
Bedsteads in pieces. 

Soldiers' Bedding : 306 Blankets, 250 of which are very 
bad ; 1 1 2 Linen Bed Cases, most of them bad ; 57 Bolster 
Cases, many bad. Mr. Fox says there is in a cellar in the 
Barracks about 20 Iron Pots, a parcel of Iron Shovels, 
Tongs, and Dogs, mostly broke. __ :_ 

Furniture : 35 Chairs, many broke ; 19 Tables, many 
broke ; 2 Looking-Glasses. 

The quantity of Powder at present in the Cannon Car- 
tridges having, upon trial, been found insufficient, the Cap- 
tains were ordered this day to increase the quantity, by 
employing some Cartridges to make up the proper quan- 
tity in others. 

Friday, November 10, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, Samuel Howell, Thomas Wharton, Jun., 
Bernard, Dougherty, John Cadwallader, John Nixon, Jo- 
seph Reed, Samuel Miles, George Clymer, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Alexander Wilcocks, Owen Biddle, James Biddle, 
James Mease. 

The Continental Congress having recommended to the 
Assembly or Committee of Safety to raise and supply a 
Battalion for the defence of the liberties of America, and 
having delivered this Board an Order on their Treasurer 
for the sum of ihree thousand Dollars, it becomes neces- 
sary to appoint a Treasurer, for the purposes of receiving 
and paying all moneys respecting the said Battalion ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That Messrs. Mease and . Cadwallader be, 
and they are hereby appointed joint Treasurers or Pay- 
masters for the time being, and that the said Order be de- 
livered them. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Caldwell purchase a suffi- 
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cient number of Blankets for supplying the Battalion now 
raising in this Province for the Continental service. 

Resolved, That the Barrackmaster be directed to deliver 
to the Captain of each Company of the Battalion raising 
in this Province a proportionable part of the Bedding and 
Utensils now in the Barracks, taking from each Captain a 
receipt for such as shall be delivered to him, which receipt 
shall also contain a promise that such Bedding and Utensils 
as are intended for Officers shall not be made use of by 
any of the private men in their respective Companies; and 
that the same be used in the Barracks only, and be returned 
to the Barrackmaster, on demand. 

Resolved, That each of the Captains of the Continen- 
tal Battalion now raising be directed to look out for a suffi- 
cient number of good substantial Firelocks and Bayonets, 
for the use of the men in their respective Companies; and 
the same being approved of, as to price and quality, by 
RobertTowers, Commissary, and Thomas Savage, and they 
certifying the same, the Officers shall then purchase them, 
and receive an Order from this Board for the amount of 
the purchase money of such Muskets as shall be so ap- 
proved of. 

The Committee appointed to contract for building a Ship 
informing the Board, from the unfitness of the season, and 
the many difficulties they foresee in the execution of the 
work, they apprehend she will not be completed so early 
the next year as the publick service may require : there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the said Committee be authorized to 
make an immediate purchase, and equip any Ship they 
may think suitable for the purpose. 

Resolved, That Mr. Wharton, Mr. White, Mr. Clymer, 
and Mr. Nixon, the Committee of Pilots, be desired to hire 
a Pilot-Boat to cruise in the Bay of Delaware, as an ex- 
press or intelligence Boat. 

Saturday, November 11, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, Daniel Roberdeau, John Nixon, Sam- 
uel Morris, Jun., George Gray, James Mease, Alexander 
Wilcocks, Owen Biddle, Robert White, Thomas Wharton, 
Jun., Samuel Miles, John Montgomery, John Cadwalla- 
der, Samuel Howell. 

Agreeable to a Resolve of yesterday, the Order for 
three thousand Dollars, for the use of the Battalion now 
raising, was this day delivered to Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, and is as follows, viz : 

" Congress Chamber, November 9, 1775. 

" Gentlemen : Please to pay to the Committee of Safe- 
ty of Philadelphia three thousand Dollars, an advance for 
the use of the Battalion now raising; the expenditure of 
which to be accounted for by the said Committee of Safety. 
" By order of Congress : 

"John Hancock, President. 
" To Michael Hillegas, and George Clymer, Esqs., Con- 
tinental Treasurers." 

Endorsed in Committee. 

Please to pay the contents to Messrs. Mease and Cald- 
well, for account of the Battalion now raising in this Pro- 
vince. By order of the Board : 

Robeet Morris, Vice-President. 

Mr. Towers, Commissary, is ordered to deliver to Cap- 
tain Proctor six eighteen pound Cannon, with all the ne- 
cessary Stores, and Implements belonging to them, for the 
service of this Province, at Fort-Island. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Caldwell purchase a suffi- 
cient number of Shoes, Hats, Stockings, and Linen proper 
for Hunting Shirts, for the Battalion now raising in this 
Province for the Continental service. 

Resolved, by this Committee, That it is expedient to 
provide one thousand Fjrelocks and Bayonets, for the de- 
fence of this Province ; that Colonel Cadwallader and Mr. 
Wilcocks request the favour of Captain Shec, and Captain 
Wilcocks, and Captain Cadwallader, to contract for and 
provide the. same. 

ColoneT Cadwallader and Mr. Wilcocks report to this 
Board, that the abovementioned gentlemen will endeavour 
to contract for and supply the number of Firelocks required. 



Resolved, That Captain Shee, Captain Wilcocks, and 
Captain Cadwallader, be authorized to contract for and 
provide any number of Firelocks and Bayonets, not ex- 
ceeding one thousand, to be made agreeable to a pattern 
which this Board will deliver them, and for a price that 
shall not exceed what is given by the Commissioners and 
Assessors of the County where they shall make such con- 
tract ; that the said Firelocks, before they are accepted, 
shall be proved by Robert Towers, Commissary; and this 
Board do agree to advance such sums of Money a? may 
be necessary to expedite and complete the said business. 

John Saunders, Pilot, being a person who, by the regu- 
lations of this Board, ought not to bring a vessel higher up 
the River Delaware than the Town of Chester, having 
wantonly, and in defiance of the orders of this Board" 
piloted a Ship through the Chevaux-de-Frise, to the great 
danger of damaging the said Ship and hazard of the safety 
of this Province, 

This Board, after due examination, and being fully sa- 
tisfied of the truth of the above facts, in order to punish 
the said Pilot, and to deter others from the like offences, 
do resolve, that the said John Saunders be committed to 
the common Jail of this County, and there to be kept in 
safe custody during the pleasure of this Board. 

In consequence of the above Resolve, the following com- 
mitment was issued, viz : 

"In Committee of Safety. 
" To Thomas De wees, Keeper of the Jail of Philadel- 
phia County: 

" You are hereby required to receive into your custody 
the body of John Saunders, and safely keep him in the 
Jail of Philadelphia County, until you receive the further 
order of this Board. 

" Robert Morris, Vice-President. 

"November 11, 1775." 

Monday, November 13, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Robert Morris, JohnCadwal/ader, Samuel Morris, Jun., 
Bernard Dougherty, Daniel Roberdeau, Robert White, 
Owen Biddle, George Clymer, John Nixon. 

Upon application of Captain Proctor, of the Artillery 
Company, an Order was drawn, by order of the Board, on 
Joseph Fox, Esq., to deliver him what Provincial Arms he 
may have in his possession. 

Oliver De Lancy, a Lieutenant in His Majesty's Navy, 
having arrived here from London, upon motion, it is 

Resolved, That he should give the following Parole of 
Honour, which he read, agreed to, and signed, viz : 

"I, Oliver De Lancy, Lieutenant in his Majesty's Navy, 
now in the custody and under the protection of the Com- 
mittee of Safety of the Province of Pennsylvania, do hereby 
promise, upon the honour of an officer and a gentleman, 
that I will not bear arms against the United American Co- 
lonies during the present contest between them and Great 
Britain; and that I will not in that time attempt to give 
any intelligence to the British Ministry, or to any officer 
commanding any troops employed against the Colonies, 
or person holding any office under the British Govern- 
ment, on any matter relative to America. 

" Oliver De Lancy." 

Wednesday, November 15, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 

Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, John Nixon, Owen 
Biddle, Alexander Wilcocks, Daniel Roberdeau, Bernard 
Dougherty, James Mease, Robert White, George Clymer, 
Samuel Howell, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Miles, 
John Cadwallader, Anthony Wayne. 

An Account of Thomas Dewees, Jail-Keeper, for Liquor 
and Provisions supplied the Guards that attended whilst 
Dr. Kearsley and J. Brooks were confined, was exhibited 
to the Board ; and upon consideration thereof, and the 
sense of the Board being taken thereon, 

Resolved, That this Board will allow every person that 
mounted guard on that occasion Continental pay, or eioh- 
teep_ Pence, every twelve hours, for a Private, and in pro- 
portion for a greater or less time, with twelve Pence in lieu 
of Rations, and no more. 
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Thursday, November 16, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Robert Morris, Samuel Howell, Samuel Miles, George 
Taylor, Bernard Dougherty, James Mease, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Anthony Wayne, John Montgomery, George 
Clymer. 

By order of the Board, the Order drawn the 29th Sep- 
tember, agreeable to a Resolve of the 26th, on Michael 
Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer to this Board, in favour of the 
Commissioners and Assessors of Northampton County, for 
the sum of three hundred Pounds, was delivered to George 
Taylor, Esq., to be transmitted to them. 

Resolved, That Samuel Morris, Jun., and Robert White, 
the Committee for purchasing Logs for constructing Che- 
vaux-de-Frise, do contract for and engage a sufficient num- 
ber of Logs for building three tier of them. 

Resolved, That one more tier of Chevaux-de-Frise be 
sunk above those already sunk, near to Fort-Island. 

That two tier of Chevaux-de-Frise be sunk, for the se- 
curity of this Province, in the channel opposite or near to 
Marcus Hook. 

Resolved, That James Josiah be appointed First Lieu- 
tenant to the Armed Boat Chatham, commanded by Cap- 
tain Alexander. 

That Mitchell be appointed Second Lieutenant to 

Captain Alexander. 

Friday, November 17, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, Bernard Dough- 
erty, Joseph Reed, Owen Biddle, Anthony Wayne, John 
Nixon, Robert White, George Clymer, Daniel Rober- 
deau. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received 
two hundred and three pounds of Gunpowder from George 
Lush, which is made out of Saltpetre purchased by this 
B6ar37~and that there is seventeen pounds of Saltpetre 
wasted in refining the one hundred and seventeen pounds 
received from Yorktown. 

Captain Dougherty having informed this Board that Wil- 
liam Green, a person employed on board one of the Armed 
Boats, had publickly said he would enter on board a man- 
of-war jhefirst opportunity, and do what mischief he could, 
as he was a Pilot : In consequence of the above information, 

Resolved, That the said William Green be committed 
to the Jail of this County during the pleasure of this Board, 
to be there confined. 

Agreeable to which Resolve, the following Commitment 
was issued: 

" In Committee of Safety, November 17, 1775. 

"You are hereby required to receive into your custody 
the body of William Green, a person employed on board 
the Armed Boat Congress, in the service of this Province, 
and safely keep him in the Jail of Philadelphia County, 
until you receive the further order of this Board," 

Resolved, That the Gunners and Matrosses, belonging 
to the Artillery Company, be allowed the accoutrements 
as proposed by Captain Thomas Proctor. 

That Robert Towers, Commissary, get made a sufficient 
Gin for the use of the Artillery at Fort-Island. 

That Captain Proctor provide a Drum and Fife for his 
Company. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn and signed 
by the President, on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, Trea- 
surers to the Battalion now raising in this Province for the 
service of the Continent, in favour of Captain Dorsey, for 
sixty-six Pounds, seven Shillings, being for nineteen Fire- 
locks he purchased for the use of his Company. 

By order of the Board, a Letter was wrote to the Com- 
mittee of Cumberland County, respecting some Firelocks 
in that County, belonging to this Province, recommending 
them to be put into the hands of the poor Associators. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn and signed 
by Daniel Roberdeau, on Messrs, Mease and Caldwell, 
Treasurers to the Continental. Battalion now raising in this 
Province, in favour of Thomas Miles, for four Pounds five 
Shillings, being for a Musket bought by Captain Harmar, 
fo r th e use of his Company in said Battalion, 
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Saturday, November 18, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Robert Morris, Daniel Roberdeau, John Nixon, John 
Cadwalladcr, George Clymer, Owen Biddle. 

Monday, November 20, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, George Clymer, Daniel Rober- 
deau, Thos. Wharton, Bernard Dougherty, Samuel How- 
ell, Owen Biddle, Michael Swoope, Alexander Wilcocks. 

By order of the Board, an Order was delivered to Mr. 
Chamberlain, Master-at-Arms, on Robert Towers, Com- 
missary, for one hundred and fifty-five Priming-Wires and 
Brushes, for the use of the Arms on board the Armed 
Boats. 

Tuesday, November 21, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, George Clymer, T/wmas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Owen Biddle, James CadwaUader, Robert 
White, James Biddle. 

Upon application of this Board to the honourable the 
Assembly, they were pleased to come to the following Re- 
solve, viz: 

" Resolved, That in the absence of the. President and 
Vice-President, any seven or more of the Committee of 
Safety, being met, may choose a Chairman for the time, 
in place of the President and Vice-President so absent. 

" Extract from the Minutes: __„ ■_,. . 

" Chas. Moore, Clerk of Assembly." 

Upon application of Captain William Jenkins, for the 
payment of forty Firelocks, purchased by him for the use 
of his Company in the Battalion now raising for the Con- 
tinental service : By order of the Board, an Order was 
drawn on the Treasurers of said Battalion, in his favour, 
for one hundred and thirty-three Pounds, three Shillings, 
and signed by the Chairman. 

By order of the Board, Joseph Fox, Barrackmaster, 
was directed to provide Straw sufficient for the bedding of 
twenty-seven men, belonging to Captain Proctor's Com- 
pany. 

Resolved, That William Allen, Jun., Jonathan Jones, 
William Williams, Josiah Harmar, Marion Le Mar, Tho- 
mas Dorsey, William Jenkins, and Austen Willit, Captains 
of the Battalion now raising in the Continental, service, 
Joseph Fox, Esq., Barrackmaster, and_ Mr. Samuel Cald- 
well, be desired to attend this Board to-morrow morning, at 

eleven o'clock. ... . 

Upon application of Captain Josiah Harmar, for the pay- 
ment of two Muskets purchased by him for the use of 
his Company in the Continental Battalion now raising, 
an Order was drawn on the Treasurers of said Batta- 
lion, in his favour, for six Pounds, eight Shillings, and six 

Pence. 

Upon application from the Continental Congress, by Ro- 
bert Morris, Esq., to this Committee, for the purchase of 
the Ship Sally, 

Resolved, That Thomas Wharton, Jun., call on Mr. 
Morris, and inform him that this Committee have agreed 
to let them have the said Ship at the price they bought 
her, with all charges since accrued. 

Resolved, That Francis Gilbert be Second Lieutenant 
on board the Armed Boat Washington. 

By order of the Board, an Order was delivered to Cap- 
tain Shee and Captain CadwaUader, on Robert Towers, 
Commissary, for what pattern Firelocks and Bayonets they 
may have occasion for. .., ,. _..,.,. ,, 

Wednesday, Novomber 22, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
Daniel Roberdeau, Chairman, Robert White, Samuel 
Morris, Jun., Owen Biddle, James Biddle, George Cly- 
mer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, John Cad- 
waUader. 

Upon application of Captain James Biddle and Captain 
Joseph Moulder, by order of the Board, an Order was di- 
rected to Mr. Towers, Commissary, to deliver to Captain 
Biddle twenty-five Gun-Slings, and to Captain Moulder 
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sixty Gun-Slings, for the use of their respective Artillery 
Companies. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts be allowed 
a Clerk for transacting any business of this Board that may 
come before them. 

The Committee of the City and Liberties having de- 
livered Captain Benjamin Loxley three quarter-casks of 
Powder, for the use of the United Artillery Companies of 
this City, and Captain Moulder and Captain Biddle hav- 
ing applied to this Board each for one quarter-cask of said 
Powder, for the use of their Companies, an Order was 
drawn, directing Captain Loxley to deliver to Captain Moul- 
der one-quarter cask, and to Captain Biddle one-quarter 
cask. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Samuel Howell, Thomas Whar- 
ton, and James Biddle, be a Committee to purchase for this 
Board one hundred pieces of Russia and Holland Duck, 
if properly imported, forty-eight Muskets, twelve Cut- 
lasses, five hundred and forty pounds of Gunpowder, im- 
ported by Messrs. York and Pringle. 

Resolved, That the allowance to those who mount guard 
by order of this Board, shall be, to every Private, Conti- 
nental pay, or eighteen Pence for every twelve hours, with 
twelve Pence in lieu of Rations, and no more, and in pro- 
portion to every Officer, according to his rank. 

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Caldwell be directed to de- 
liver an equal share of the Shoes, Hats, and Blankets, pur- 
chased by him for the use of the Battalion now raising in 
this Province for the Continental service, to the Captains 
of the several Companies, and to take receipts for the 
same. 

The Captains of the different Companies of the above- 
mentioned Battalion attended, agreeable to the desire of 
this Board, and were made acquainted with the above Re- 
solve. 

By order of the Board, an Order was drawn on Mr. John 
Maxwell Neshilt for forty-one Shillings, in favour of Wil- 
liam Wallace, being for Lodging and Medicines for a sick 
man belonging to Captain Hamilton's Boat. 

Resolved, That Robert Hume be appointed Second Lieu- 
tenant of the Armed Boat Ranger. 

By desire of this Board, Joseph Fox, Esq., Barrackmas- 
ter, attended, and reports: that the upper part of the Bar- 
racks are now in proper order for the reception of any 
Troops that may be ordered there, and that the Carpen- 
ters are now at work in the cellar part of them ; that he 
did not understand, by the Resolve of the Assembly, that 
he had any more to do, respecting the providing for the 
reception of the Troops, than to put the Barracks into 
proper order ; that he willpurchase Wood, Straw, and any 
other necessaries for the Troops, provided he is furnished 
with money for that purpose. 

Upon application of Mr. Carpenter Wharton, Commis- 
sary of Provisions to the Battalion now raising, Mr. Fox, 
Barrackmaster, was desired to let him have two Cellar 
Rooms in the Barracks. 



Thursday, November S3, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present— 
Daniel Roberdeau, Chairman, George Clymer, Alexan- 
der Wilcocks, James Mease, Owen Biddle, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jun., Samuel Howell. 

Thomas Dewees, Jail Keeper, having exhibited his Ac- 
count to this Board, for the expenses of the different Guards 
at the Jail, while Dr. Kearsley, J. Brooks, and Leonard 
Snowden were confined there, and three different Accounts 
for the maintenance of said Kearsley, Brooks, and S710W- 
den, it was 

Resolved, That the said Accounts be allowed, and that 
Orders be_ drawn for the same. 

Accordingly, three Orders were drawn in his favour, on 
Thomas Wharton, Jun., and others, the Committee of Ac- 
counts, amounting, in the whole, to fifty-three Pounds, four 
Shillings, and one Penny. 

One for twenty-two Pounds, fourteen Shillings, and ten 
Pence, to be charged to this Board, for Guard expenses. 

One for eleven Pounds, seven Shillings, and five Pence, 
to be charged to Dr. John Kearsley, for Guard expenses. 



One for eight Pounds, twelve Shillings, and two Pence, 
to be charged to Dr. Kearsley, for his expenses while in 
Jail. 

One for ten Pounds, nine Shillings, and eight Pence, to 
be charged to this Board, being for the expenses of J. 
Brooks and Leonard Snowden. 

Resolved, That Captain Dougherty be directed to give 
orders to the Captains of the Armed Boats to make returns 
of the Blankets and Bedding belonging to the men in their 
respective Boats, and that such return be made to this 
Board on Monday next. 

Colonel Roberdeau and Mr. Biddle report their having 
examined the Baggage belonging to Officers of the Minis- 
terial Troops at Boston, taken from on board the Ship 
Hope, Captain Curwin, from Cork, the 12th of August last, 
and they now deliver a list of them. And they further re- 
port, that they have put the whole into the hands of Ro- 
bert Towers, Commissary, to be taken care of. 

Ordered, That the Continental Congress be furnished 
with a list of the abovementioned Officers' Baggage. 

This Board understanding that a quantity of Sail Cloth, 
taken out of the wreck of the Ship Rebecca fy Francis, 
with other things belonging to her, are to be sold on Tues- 
day next, at Absecom Beach, it is 

Resolved, That Joseph Moulder be employed to go down 
to said sale, and purchase, for the use of this Board, the 
said Sail Cloth and Sails, at such price as he may think 
they may be worth, and the Cables and Rigging, if they 
can be got at low prices. 

Dr. Duffield, who went yesterday to inquire of the Over- 
seer at the Pest-House, upon what terms he would agree 
to attend and supply such sick persons as should be sent 
there from the Armed Boats, now reports, that the said 
Overseer agrees to attend the sick, and furnish them with 
provisions, drink, and wash for them, at the rate of ten 
Shillings per week for each man, and two Shillings per 
week for fire-wood. And theDoctor informs the Committee, 
that he and Dr. Rush will attend at the Pest-House in 
rotation, and take proper care of the sick and wounded 
men. 

Friday, November 24, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Jas. Mease, 
Anthony Wayne, James Biddle, Owen Biddle, Robert 
While, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, George 
Clymer, Alexander Wilcocks, Joseph Reed. 

The Congress this day sent to this Committee Tthe fol- 
lowing Resolves, which are ordered by the Board to be 
entered on their Minutes, and are as follows: 

"In Congress, November 17, 1775. 

" On motion made, Resolved, That the Commissioned 
Officers, taken in the Forts of Chambly and St. John's, be 
put upon their parole of honour that they will not go into 
or near any sea-port Town, nor farther than six miles dis- 
tance from the respective places of their residence, without 
leave of the Continental Congress, and that they will carry 
on no political correspondence whatever, on the subject of 
the dispute between Great Britain and these Colonies, so 
long as they remain prisoners. 

" Extract from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

"Application being made, in behalf of Lieutenant Symes, 
now in the Jail of this City, that he be allowed to reside at 
Trenton, on the same parole as the other Officers there, the 
same was granted. 

" Extract from the Minutes: 

" Chahles Thomson, Secretary." 

In consequence of a Resolve of Congress, Lieutenant 
Symes was discharged from confinement, and the following 
Parole was taken and signed by him, viz: 

" I, James Smyth Symes, Lieutenant in the Regiment of 
Royal Highland Emigrants, now a prisoner in the United 
Colonies, being enlarged from confinement, do hereby pro- 
mise, on the honour of a gentleman, to go to Trenton, in 
New-Jersey ; after which, I will not go to or near any sea- 
port Town, nor farther than six miles from my place of 
residence, without leave from the Continental Congress ; 
that I will carry on no political correspondence whatever,' 



Hii' HaliT7or'0(1 tr\ IVl/acerc /H/>/yo/> onn *-:rrr/T_ 



1847 



PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1848 



Committees of Safety of the United Colonies, and to the 
Island of Bermuda ; and that the inhabitants of the latter 
be informed that the Congress will afford them other ne- 
cessaries, (such as Lumber, Soap, and Candles,) whenever 
the quality and quantity of each of those articles used in 
the Island shall be ascertained. 

" That Edward Stilts be permitted, under the direction 
of the Committee of Safety of the Colony of Pennsylva- 
nia, to send the Sea Nymph, Samuel Stubel, Master, with 
four thousand bushels of Indian Corn, three hundred bar- 
rels of Flour, one hundred barrels of Bread, twenty barrels 
of Pork, eight barrels of Beef, thirty boxes of Soap, and 
fifteen barrels of Apples, to Bermuda, for the immediate 
supply of the inhabitants, and that the said cargo be con- 
sidered as part of the annual allowance aforesaid for the 
year "ensutnjgr 

" Extract from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

Resolved, That this Board request the Committee of 
Inspection and Observation to see the Resolve of Congress 
(inserted this day) carried into execution, granting permis- 
sion to Edward Stiles to load with Provisions the Sea 
Nymph, Samuel Stobel, Master, for Bermuda. 

Monday, November 27, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
Daniel Roberdeau, John Montgomery, Alexander Wil- 

cocks, George Clymer, Robert White, James Biddle, Owen 

Biddle, Samuel Howell. 

Tuesday, November 28, 1775. 
At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, Samuel Mor- 
ris, Jun., Thomas Wharton, Jun. , JohnCadwallader, Owen 
Biddle, Robert White, James Biddle, George Clymer. 

Upon application of Major Anthony J. Morris, for the 
use of the large house at the Barracks for the Field-Offi- 
cers of the Pennsylvania Battalion now raising, the Board 
gave directions to Joseph Fox, Esq., Barrackmaster, to de- 
liver the key of the said house to Major Morris. 

Upon application of a Committee of Congress for one 
hundred pounds of Gunpowder, for scaling of Cannon, an 
Order was drawn, by direction of the Board, for Mr. Tow- 
ers, Commissary, to deliver Captain Read one hundred 
pounds Powder. • 

Upon application of Major Samuel MijJUn, for Captain 
Samuel Davidson to have leave of absence to make a 
voyage in his Ship, in the service of the Congress, it is 

Resolved, That Captain Davidson have leave of ab- 
sence, to go a voyage in the abovementioned employ. 

The Congress this day sent to this Committee the fol- 
lowing Order, which is directed by this Board to be deli- 
vered to Messrs. Mease and Caldwell, for the use of the 
Pennsylvania Battalion now raising : 

" In Congress, November 27, 1775. 

" Gentlemen.: Please to pay to the Committee of 
Safety of Pennsylvania, three thousand Dollars for the pay 
of the Battalion raised by order of the Congress in this 
Colony, the said Committee to be accountable for the ex- 
penditure of said sum. 

" I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant, 
" John Hancock, President. 

"To Michael Hillegas and George Clymer, Esqs., Con- 
tinental Treasurers. " 

Upon application of the Commanders of the Armed 
Boats for an increase to their allowance of Provisions, the 
Board, after having considered, their application, do 

Resolve, That the allowance of Provisions to the Cap- 
tains of the_Arilied Boats be three Rations, and the allow- 
ance of Provisions to the Lieutenants of the Boats be two 
Rations ,* which allowances they are to receive from the 
day of the date of their respective Commissions. 

John Saunders, Pilot, confined in the Jail of this Coun- 
ty, by order and agreeable to Resolve of this Board of the 
11th instant, now petitions this Committee to be released 
from confinement : It is 

Resolved, That as this Board think the time the said 



John Saunders has been in confinement is a sufficient pun- 
ishment for his crime, as set forth in said Resolve of the 
11th instant, that he be now discharged from his present 
confinement on his taking the following Oath : 

" Philadelphia, ss. 

" John Saunders, Pilot in the Bay and River Delaware, 

being sworn on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, doth 

declare and promise to the Committee of Safety of the 

Province of Pennsylvania, that whatever knowledge he 

may have obtained of the new channel between the Che- 

vaux-de-Frise near Fort-Island, he will not on any account 

divulge to any person or persons whatever, but will entirely 

keep secret. .. T 

r " John Saunders. 

" Sworn, November 28, 1775, before 

"James Biddle." 

Wednesday, November 29, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety : Present — 
John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, George Cly- 
mer, James Biddle, Tftomas Wharton, Jun., Daniel Ro- 
berdeau, John Cadwallader, Owen Biddle. 

Upon application of Captain Thomas Dorset/, for the 
payment of seventeen Firelocks, purchased by him for the 
use of his Company in the Pennsylvania Battalion now 
raising for the service of the United ColonieSj by order of 
the Board, an Order was drawn in his favour, on Messrs. 
Mease and Caldwell, Paymasters, for fifty-seven Pounds, 
twelve Shillings. 

Upon application of Congress, through Robert Morris, 
Esq., for eight half-barrels of Powder, sent from Bermuda 
by Henry Tucker, Chairman of the Deputies of the several 
Parishes of that Island, belonging to Captain John Cowper, 
of North- Carolina, for the use of the inhabitants of that 
Province, 

Resolved, That Robert Morris, Esq., give orders to Ro- 
bert Towers, Commissary, to deliver the said eight half-bar- 
rels of Powder for the use aforesaid, and that the Delegates 
in Congress pay this Board the proportionable parts of 
freight, and other expenses for bringing the said Powder 
to this City. 

Resolved, That Francis Proctor be appointed Lieuten- 
ant of the Artillery Company commanded by Thomas 
Proctor. 

The Commissioners and Assessors of Westmoreland 
County returned the Order sent them some time past, 
signed Benjamin Franklin, on Michael Hillegas, Esq., 
Treasurer to this Board, for one hundred Pounds, dated 
29th September last, and inform this Committee that they 
have purchased from Colonel St. Clair one hundred Fire- 
locks, for the use of said County, at forty Shillings each; 
for the payment of them they have drawn an Order on 
this Board for two hundred Pounds. This Committee in- 
formed them, by letter, that they would take the said Fire- 
locks, for the use of the Armed Boats, and requested they 
would get new ones made for their County, agreeably to 
the Resolve of the Assembly. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts do pay 
Colonel St. Clair two hundred Pounds, and take his note, 
conditioned to return said money, in case the abovemen- 
tioned Firelocks are not delivered to this Committee. 

An Order was accordingly drawn in his favour, on Tho- 
mas Wharton and others, the Committee of Accounts, for 
said sum of two hundred Pounds. 



Thursday, Novomber 30, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 

John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James 
Mease, John Cadwallader, James Biddle, Robert White, 
Samuel Howell, George Clymer, Andrew AUen. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having receiv- 
ed the following articles into store : 4 half and 2 quarter- 
casks Gunpowder, weight 250 pounds, from Oswald Eve ; 
109^ pounds Saltpetre, from Owen Biddle. 

Upon application of Captain John Shee, 

Resolved, That this Committee advance to Mr. John 
Wigfal the sum of one hundred Pounds, to enable him to 
prosecute the business of Gun Lock making, agreeable to 
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on the subject of dispute between Great Britain and these 
Colonies, so long as I remain a prisoner. 

"James Smyth Symes." 

Upon application of Lieutenant Symes, he was furnished 
with a copy of his written Parole. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Alexander Wilcocks and Owen 
Biddle be a Committee to prepare a Letter to the Commit- 
tee of Westmoreland County, respecting Provincial Arms, 
and those that they purchased in lieu of them, that were to 
be made in that County, agreeable to the direction of the 
Assembly. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Joseph Read and George Cly- 
mer wait on the honourable Continental Congress, and hum- 
bly suggest to their consideration an amendment to the 
Resolution of .the 15th July, respecting the exportation of 
the produce of these Colonies, in lieu of Arms and Ammu- 
nition hereafter imported, so as that Lumber may be ex- 
cepted out of the Resolves, it being the unanimous opinion 
of this Committee, that the value of Lumber bears so small 
a proportion to that of Arms and Ammunition, that such 
quantities of Lumber may and probably will be exported, 
as to destroy the efficacy of the Non-Exportation Agree- 
ment in a most essential article. 

Mr. Wilcocks and Mr. Nixon, the Committee appointed 
to inspect the condition of the Soldiers confined in the 
Work-House and Jail of this City, now report; That those 
Soldiers _who_.are (confined .in the Work-House declared 
that they have no complaint to make, on account of their 
accommodation with provisions and lodging, except that 
they had no bedding ; begged that they should, be allowed 
blankets to keep them sufficiently comfortable at this 
season. The Soldiers in the Jail complain that the pro- 
visions supplied them was insufficient for their subsistence, 
and that they wanted firing and bedding. Your Commit- 
tee directed the Jailer to provide them wood for fire, and, 
upon examination, were of opinion that their complaints 
were not well founded ; and gave such direction for their 
future supply as will leave them no reasonable cause of 
complaint. 

Robert Towers, Commissary, reports his having received, 
from Thomas Yorke, ten and a half barrels of Powder, 
weighing five hundred pounds. 

Saturday, November 25, 1775. 

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety: Present — 
George Clymer, Chairman, James Mease, Thomas Whar- 
ton, inn., Samuel Morris, Jun., Anthony Wayne, Samuel 
Howell, Owen Biddle. 

Upon application of Mr. Thomas Wharton, one of the 
Committee for importing and procuring of Gunpowder, 
Arms, he, for the use of this Province, it is 

Resolved, That they, the said Committee, direct Mr. 
John Wilcocks to load the. Ship Woodmas, Captain Hender- 
son, with the produce of these Colonies, for the purpose of 
procuring said articles from foreign parts, and that the fol- 
lowing Certificate be issued, viz: 

"This is to certify that Mr. John Wilcocks has permis- 
sion to load the Ship Woodmas, Henderson, Master, with 
the produce of these Colonies, the same being for account 
of this Province, agreeable to a Resolve of the honourable 
the Congress, dated 26th October, 1775. 

"By order of the Committee: 

" George Clymer, Chairman. 

"To the Committee of Inspection and Observation of this 
or any other Province, and all whom these presents may 
concern." 

The Board, taking into consideration the absolute neces- 
sity of procuring a number of heavy Cannon as soon as 
possible, it was, upon motion made, 

Resolved, That Messrs. George Clymer, James Mease, 
Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, Anthony Wayne, and John 
Cadwallader, be a Committee with full powers to com- 
plete an agreement with Mr. Samuel Potts and Mr. Bus- 
tead, for casting a number of heavy Cannon, and that these 
gentlemen be requested to take Mr. Ritter\house with them 
to Mr. Potts' s works, or to take any other measures for 
effecting this purpose wh.iph they may think proper. 



Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Captain 
White, Mr. Luke Morris, Mr. Peter Reeve, and Mr. Os- 
wald Eve, or any three of them, be requested to make a 
survey of the River Delaware, from Marcus Hook to this 
City, with the several shoals, bars, and depth of water, 
with descriptions of the shores and elevation of the banks, 
and make return of the same to this Board. 

Resolved, That the Captains of the Armed Boats be 
informed that they are to send their sick people to the 
Pest-House, on Province-Island, where there are Beds 
provided for their reception, an agreement made with the 
Overseer of the House to furnish them with Provisions, 
Firewood, proper Drink, and to wash for them, and that 
Dr. Rush and Dr. Duffield will attend there in rotation. 

Upon motion made, Ordered, That the following Re- 
solves of Congress be entered upon the Minutes of this 
Committee, viz: 

" In Congress, Wednesday, November 22, 1775. 

" The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
from the Committee of the Whole, and the same was agreed 
to, as follows : 

" The Committee of the Whole House to whom were 
referred the several Petitions from the Island of Bermuda, 
representing the distress to which they are exposed by the 
Non-Importation Agreement, and praying to be relieved in 
such manner as the Congress may deem consistent with the 
safety of America, report, that they have considered the 
same, and thereupon came to the following Resolutions: 

" That the inhabitants of the Island of 'Bermuda appear 
friendly to the cause of America, and ought to be supplied 
with such and so great a quantity of the produce of the 
Colonies as may be necessary for their subsistence and 
home consumption ; that, in the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, they Tvin annually require, for the purposes aforesaid, 
seventy-two thousand bushels of Indian Corn, two thousand 
barrels of Bread or Flour, one thousand barrels of Beef or 
Pork, two thousand one hundred bushels of Peas or Beans, 
and three hundred tierces of Rice ; and that they be permit- 
ted to export the same yearly. 

" That the said inhabitants ought to pay for the above 
annual allowance in Salt; but it is not the design of this 
resolution to exclude them from the privilege of receiving 
American produce, to any amount, in exchange for Arms, 
Ammunition, Saltpetre, Sulphur, and Field-Pieces, agree- 
able to a resolution of Congress passed the 1.5th of July 
last. 

"That to enable suph of these Cojppieg ag convgnjerjtly 
can furnish the Island of Bermuda with the abpyemeption- 
ed annua! allowance, to divide whatever advantages may 
result therefrom, in proportion to their respective shares of 
the general expense, it is further the. opinion of this Com- 
mittee — that the Colony of South-Carolina supply them 
with three hundred tierces of Rice; that the Colony of 
North- Carolina supply them with sixteen thousand bushels 
of Indian Corn, and four hundred and sixty-eight bushels of 
Peas or Beans; that the Colony of Virginia supply them 
with thirty -six thousand bushels of Indian Com, and one 
thousand and fifty bushels of Peas or Beans; that the Co- 
lony of Maryland supply them with twenty thousand bushels 
of Indian Corn, and five hundred and eighty-two bushels 
of Peas or Beans ; that the Colony of Pennsylvania sup- 
ply them with twelve hundred barrels of Flour or JPread, 
and six hundred barrels of Beef or Pork ; that the Colony 
of New- York supply them with eight hundred barrels of 
Flour or Bread, and four hundred barrels d" Beefox Pork. 

" That the Conventions or Committees of Safety of the 
abovementioned Colonies ought to superintend the export- 
ation, provide against fraud, and take care that, in exchang- 
ing the said commodities of Salt and Provisions, no undue 
advantage be taken by either party of their mutual wants ; 
and further, that no vessel employed in this "Business ought 
to load without their permission ; and that when they shall, 
in pursuance of these resolutions, permit any of the said 
vessels to load, they do give notice thereof to the Com- 
mittee of Inspection of the County, City, or Town, where 
such yes.se.l shall load, and inform thern t.hat.the s.anie is 
dope under the authority and by order of this Congress. 

" That these resolutions ought to be kept as private as 
the execution of them will admit ; that they should be 
transmitted to the several Conventions, Assembles, or 
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his contract with Captains Shee, Wikocks, and Cadwallader. 
That those gentlemen take proper security from the said 
Wigfal, and draw an Order on this Committee for said 
sum of one hundred Pounds. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the following Resolve 
of Congress be entered on the Minutes of this Commit- 
tee : 

" In CongTGFs, Monday, November 27, 1775. 

" On motion made, Resolved, That the Troops in the 
service of the Continent be supplied with Fuel and Bed- 
ding, at the expense of the Continent. 

"Extract from the Minutes: 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary." 

The Committee of Safety are of opinion that it is not 
improper for Mr. James Innis to purchase any second- 
hand Arms which he may find in the hands of indivi- 
duals of this Province, and therefore have no objection 
of his buying them ; but as they have employed and 
are endeavouring to employ all the artificers that can be 
procured, in making new Arms for the publick, they ap- 
prehend any application by Mr. Innis to such artificers 
will be attended with bad consequences to the general 
cause, by enhancing the price of Arms ; and that, as fast 
as Arms come into the hands of this Board, they will 
readily spare such proportion of them, for the use of the 
Colony of Virginia, as the necessities of this Province 
will admit. 

A Letter was this day wrote to Colonel Thomas Mif- 
flin, enclosing Lieutenant Symes's Order on Major Small 
for fifty Pounds sterling, which Colonel Mifflin is desired 
to receive, and inform this Board when he is in Cash, and 
when this Board receives an account of said Bills being 
paid, they will pay the amount to Lieutenant Symes. 



Resolved, That Mr. Clement Biddle be notified that 
his contract for supplying the men belonging to the Armed 
Boats with Provisions will terminate on the 10th of De- 
cember next. 

That the following Advertisement be put in the News- 
papers, requesting every person desirous of undertaking 
the Contract to send in their proposals to this Committee 
by the 6th of December next : 

All persons who are willing to supply the Officers and 
men employed in the Armed Boats with the following 
Rations, viz : seven pounds of Bread per week, or six 
pounds of Flour; ten pounds of Beef, Mutton, or Pork; 
the value of six Pence per week in Roots and Vegetables; 
three and a half pints of Rum, or Beer in proportion- 
are desired to send in their proposals to this Commit- 
tee on or before the 6th day of December next, when the 
same will be considered; the contract to commence on 
the 11th December, and to continue for the space of three 
months, if the men are not sooner discharged. 

Upon application of Captain Harmar, an Order was 
drawn on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell for three Pounds, 
being for the payment of a Firelock purchased for the use 
of his Company in the Pennsylvania Battalion, in the 
service of the United Colonies. 

LTpon application of Mr. Mease, the Order of Congress 
for three thousand Dollars received by this Board, as per 
Minutes of the 28th instant, was delivered and endorsed 
by John Nixon, Chairman. 

Resolved, That Messrs. Mease and Caldwe ll be direct- 
ed to provide sufficient Beds, Lodging, and Fire-Wood, 
for the Battalion now in the Barracks, according to the 
provision that has been usually made for the Troops in the 
same Barracks. 



NEW-JERSEY ASSEMBLY. 

At a sitting began at Burlington, Wednesday, Novem- 
ber 15, 1775, and continued until the 6th day of December 
following ; being the second sitting of the Fourth Session 
of the Twenty-Second Assembly of New-Jersey. 

NAMES OF THE REPRESENTATIVES. 

City of Perth- Amboy: Cortland Skinner, Speaker, John 
r Combs. 
"Middlesex: John Welhtrill, Azariah Dunham. 

Monmouth: Edward Taylor, Richard Lawrence. 

Essex : Stephen Crane, Henry Garritse. 

Somerset : Hendrkk Fisher, John Roy. 

Bergen : Theunis Dey, John Demurest. 

Morris \_ Jacob Ford, William Winds. 

City of Burlington: James Kinsey, Thomas P. Hew- 
lings. 

County of Burlington : Henry Paxson, Anthony Sylces. 

Gloucester: John Hinchman, Robert F. Price. 

Salem: Grant Gibbon, Benjamin F. Holme. 

Cape May: Jonathan Hand, Eli Eldridge. 

Hunterdon: Samuel Tucker, John Mehelm. 

Cumberland: John Shepperd, Theophilus Elmer. 

Sussex: Nathaniel Pettit, Joseph Barton. 

Burlington, Wednesday, November 15, 1775. 

Pursuant to his Excellency's several prorogations of the 
General Assembly from time to time till this day, several 
Members met, and, for want of a sufficient number to make 
a House for business, adjourned till to-morrow morning, 
ten o'clock. 

Thursdiy, November 16, 1775. 

The House met, and, for want of a sufficient number of 
Members to make a House, adjourned to three, P. M. 

The House met. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher and Mr. Paxson do wait on 
his Excellency, and acquaint him that a sufficient number 
of Members to proceed to business are met, and ready to 
receive any thing he may please to lay before them. 

Mr. Deputy Secretary laid before the House the seve- 
ral prorogations of the House since last session, which 
were read. 

Mr. Fisher reported that Mr. Paxson and himself waited 



upon the Governour, according to order, who was pleased 
to say the House should hear from him presently. 

A Message from the Governour by Mr. Deputy Secre- 
tary Pettit : 

Mr. Speaker: His Excellency is in the Council 
Chamber, and requires the immediate attendance of the 
House. 

Whereupon, Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and, with 
the House, went to wait upon the Governour; and being 
returned, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and reported 
that the House had waited on the Governour, who was 
pleased to make a Speech to the Council and this House, 
of which Mr. Speaker said he had, to prevent mistakes, 
obtained a copy. And the same, by order of the House, 
was read, and is as follows, viz : 

Gentlemen of the Council, 

and Gentlemen of the Assembly : 

I have called this meeting that you might have an 
opportunity of transacting such business as the publick 
exigencies of the Province require. 

Having lately said so much to you concerning the pre- 
sent unhappy situation of publick affairs, and the destruc- 
tive measures which have been adopted in the Colonies, 
under the pretence of necessity; and as I do not yet see 
that the urging any more arguments on that head has a 
chance of producing any good effect, I shall not endan- 
ger the harmony of the present session by a further dis- 
cussion of the subject. 

It is necessary, however, that you should be informed, 
" that His Majesty laments to find his subjects in America 
so lost to their own true interests as neither to accept the 
Resolution of the House of Commons of the 20th of Feb- 
ruary, nor make it the basis of a negotiation, when, in all 
probability, it would have led to some plan of accommo- 
dation ; and that, as they have preferred engaging in a 
rebellion which menaces to overthrow the Constitution, it 
becomes His Majesty's duty, and is his firm resolution, 
that the most vigorous efforts should be made, both by sea 
and land, to reduce his rebellious subjects to obedience. 
But it is hoped that, unfavourable as the prospects are at 
present, the time will come when men of sense and friends 
to peace and good order will see the fatal consequences of 
the delusions which have led to the measures the people 
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of America are now pursuing, and that we may yet see 
the publick tranquillity re-established, on the ground of the 
terms held out by His Majesty and the Parliament." 

It is likewise proper that you should know " that the 
Commanders of His Majesty's Squadrons in America have 
orders to proceed, as in the case of a Town in actual re- 
bellion, against such of the seaport Towns and places, being 
accessible to the King's Ships, as shall offer any violence 
to the King's Officers, or in which any Troops shall be 
raised or military works erected, other than by His Majes- 
ty's authority, or any attempts made to seize or plunder 
any publick magazine of Arms or Ammunition." 

Although the King's Officers in this Province have not 
as yet, except in one or two instances, met with any insults 
or improper treatment from any of the inhabitants, yet such 
has been the general infatuation and disorder of the times, 
that had I followed the judgment and advice of some of 
my best friends, I should ere this have sought (as other of 
the King's Governours have done) an asylum on board of 
one of His Majesty's Ships; but as I am conscious that I 
have the true interest and welfare of the people at heart, 
(though I am so unhappy as to differ widely in opinion 
with their TTepresentatives, respecting the best means of 
serving them in the present crisis,) I shall continue my 
confidence in that affection and regard which I have on so 
many occasions experienced from all ranks, during my 
residence jn this Colony. I have indeed the stronger in- 
ducement to run this risk, and to use my influence with 
the other Crown Officers to do the same, because our re- 
treat would necessarily be attributed to either the effect or 
well grounded apprehension of violence, and of course 
subject the Colony to be more immediately considered as 
in actual rebellion, and be productive of mischiefs which it 
is my earnest inclination and determination to prevent, as 
far as may be in my power. Let me therefore, gentle- 
men, entreat you to exert your influence likewise with the 
people, that they may not, by any action of theirs, give 
cause for the bringing such calamities on the Province. 
No advantage can possibly result from the seizing, confine- 
ment, or ill treatment of officers, adequate to the certain 
damage such acts of violence must occasion the Province 
to suffer. 

However, gentlemen, if you should be of a different 
opinion, and will not or cannot answer for our safety, all 
1 ask is, that you will tell me so in such plain, open lan- 
guage as cannot be misunderstood ; for as sentiments of 
independency are, by some men of present consequence, 
openly avowed, and essays are already appearing in the 
publick papers to ridicule the people's fears of that horrid 
measure, and remove their aversion to Republican Govern- 
ment, it is high time that every man should know what he 
has to expect. If, as I hope, you have an abhorrence of 
such design, you will do your Country an essential service 
by declaring it in so full and explicit terms as may dis- 
courage the attempt. You may always rely on finding me 
ready to co-operate with you in every proper expedient 
for promoting peace, order, and good Government; and I 
shall deem it a particular happiness to have an opportunity 
of being instrumental in saving this Province from the pre- 
sent impending danger. w „ 

r ° B William J? ranklin. 

Council Chamber, November 1G, 1775. 

Ordered^ That his Excellency's Speech be read a se- 
cond time.. 

The House adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow morn- 



Friday, November 17, 1775. 
The House met. 

Mr. Crane had leave of absence on special occasion. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter to him from 
Richard Perm and Arthur Lee, Esqs. ; which was read, 
and the same is as follows, viz : 

"London, September 2, 1775. 

" Honourable Sir: On the 21st of last month we sent 
to the Secretary of State for America a copy of the peti- 
tion from the General Congress, and yesterday, the first 
moment that was permitted us, we presented to him the 
original, which his Lordship promised to deliver to His 
Majesty. We thought it our duty to press his Lordship 
to obtain an answer, but we were told that, as His Majes- 



ty did not receive it on the throne, no answer would be 

given. 

" We have the honour of being, honourable Sir, your 

most faithful and obedient servants, 

" Richard Penn, 
" Arthur Lee. 

" To the Honourable the Speaker of the Assembly of 
New-Jersey." 

Mr. Kinsey and Mr. De Hart, two of the Delegates 
appointed by this House to attend the Continental Con- 
gress, applied to the House for leave to resjgn their said 
appointments, alleging that they are so particularly circum- 
stanced as to render their attendance exceedingly incon- 
venient to their private affairs. 

Resolved, That the House will take this matter into 
consideration. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 
The House met. 

Several Members of this House being absent, whereby 
the publick business has been greatly retarded, 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms do give notice 
forthwith to Benjamin Holme, Robert F. Price, John 
Combs, John Wetherill, Azariah Dunham, and William 
Winds, Esqs., to attend their service here immediately. 

Mr. Mehelm had leave to be absent on Monday next, 
upon special business. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 



Saturday, November 18, 1775. 
The House met, and adjourned till Monday morning, 
ten o'clock. 

Monday, November 20, 1775. 

The House met, and adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

Mr. Combs and Mr. Winds appeared, and assigned to 
the House satisfactory reasons for their non-appearance. 

A Petition was presented to the House, from fifty-two 
Inhabitants of the Township of Chesterfield, in the Coun- 
ty of Burlington, setting forth their abhorrence of personal 
Slavery, and praying the Legislature to take the matter 
into their most serious consideration, and pass an Act to 
set free all the Slaves now in the Colony; which Petition 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

His Excellency's Speech was read the second time, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Tuesday, November 21, 1775. 
The House met. 

A Petition was presented to the House, from divers In- 
habitants of the County of Burlington, praying for rea- 
sons therein set forth, that young men living; with their 
parents may be taxed ; the same was read, and ordered a 
second reading. 

The House, according to order, resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House on his Excellency's 
Speech; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, reported that the Committee had gone through the 
Speech, and had come to sundry Resolutions, which he 
was ready to report whenever the House will please to 
receive the same. 

Ordered, That the Report be made immediately; 
whereupon, Mr. Fisher reported the Resolutions of the 
Committee, as follow, viz : 

1. Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to 
his Excellency, in answer to his Speech : 

To which the House agreed. 

2. Resolved, That the Government of this Colony be 
honourably supported from the 1st day of October, 1775, 
to the 1st day of October, 1776: 

To which the House agreed. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Kin- 
sey, and Mr. Gibbon, be a Committee to prepare and 
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bring in the draught of an Address to his Excellency, in 
answer to his Speech. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hinchman, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Shep- 
perd, Mr. Demarest, and Mr. Sykes, be a Committee to 
prepare and bring in a Bill for support of Government. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

Ordered, That Mr. Elmer, Mr. Mehelm, and Mr. Ford, 
be a Committee to bring in a Bill to authorize the Justices 
and Freeholders of the several Counties to pay all persons 
heretofore appointed to number the Inhabitants of the Co- 
lony. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Wednesday, November 29, 1775. 

The House met. 

The House took into consideration the request of James 
Kinsey and John De Hart, Esqs., two of the Delegates 
appointed by this House to attend the Continental Con- 
gress, for leave to resign their said appointments. 

Resolved, That the reasons given by those gentlemen 
for their resignation appear to the House to be satisfactory, 
and that their resignation be therefore accepted ; there- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the three remaining Delegates, or any 
two of them, represent the Colony during the present Con- 
tinental Congress. 

On the question, whether the House agrees to this last 
Resolve or not, it passed in the affirmative, as follows, 
viz : 

Yeas- Yeas, Yeas. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Demarest, Mr. Holme, 

Taylor, Ford, Hand, 

Lawrence, Winds, Tucker, 

Garritso, Kinsey, Mehelm, 

Fisher, Hewlmgs, Shepperd, 

Roy, Sykes, Elmer, 

Dey, Gibbon, Barton. 

Nays. 
Mr Paxson, Mr. Hinchman. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of, and this House do 
advise, that the present Committee of Correspondence 
may draw any part of the sum of one thousand Pounds, 
made subject to their order by an Act passed in 1773, not 
exceeding two hundred Pounds, to pay the further ex- 
penses of the Delegates appointed by this House to attend 
the Continental Congress, and that this House will allow 
thereof. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Mr. Taylor, Mr. 
Lawrence, and Mr. Combs, be a Committee to prepare 
and bring in a Bill to enable the Justices and Freeholders 
of Monmouth to elect Loan Officers. 

A Message from his Excellency, by Mr. Deputy Secre- 
tary Pettit. 

A Message to the Assembly. 

Gentlemen: As I understand that there is now a suffi- 
cient number of members met to proceed on business of 
every kind proper for your consideration, I am to lay be- 
fore you a requisition from His Majesty. It is contained in 
a letter which I lately had the honour of receiving from 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, one of His 
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State. His Lordship 
writes thus;: 

" 1 enclose an order of His Majesty in Council, approving 
an act for striking one hundred thousand Pounds in bills of 
credit, and directing the modes for sinking the same." 

" The very great attention which has been shown to the 
wishes of the Province, in the allowance of the loan act, 
is an evidence of His Majesty's gracious inclination to 
grant them every indulgence that can consist with the true 
principles of commerce and the Constitution ; and I beg 
leave to assure you that no part of my duty is more agree- 
able to me than carrying into execution these gracious in- 
tentions of my royal master." 

" At the same time, I am commanded by the King to 
say to you that it would have been more agreeable to His 
Majesty, if the Assembly, instead of a general appropria- 
tion of the interest of the loan to the support of Govern- 
ment, in such manlier as shall be directed by future acts, 
had thought fit to make a settlement, during the existence 



of that loan, upon the civil officers of Government, of sala- 
ries more suitable to their respective offices than what they 
now receive; and to appropriate a specifick portion of the 
said interest to building houses for the residence of the 
Governour and the meeting of the Legislature, of which 
you say there is a shameful want. Such an appropriation 
is no more than what they owe to the dignity of their own 
Government and His Majesty's just expectations ; and 
therefore it is His Majesty's pleasure, that you do require 
the Assembly, in His Majesty's name, to make such pro- 
vision accordingly, trusting that they will not make such 
an ill return to His Majesty's grace and favour, in the con- 
firmation of this law, as not to comply with so just and 
reasonable a requisition." 

I shall not, gentlemen, so far hazard the giving you of- 
fence as to suppose that any arguments can be requisite to 
persuade you to a compliance with His Majesty's desire 
and expectations in this respect ; more especially as the 
mode for raising the money does not require any tax to be 
laid on the inhabitants of the Province, and will, if adopted, 
most probably be the means of establishing a precedent 
that may render all taxes for the future support of Govern- 
ment unnecessary. You must likewise be fully sensible, 
that as the King has manifested such confidence in the 
legal representatives of the people, it cannot but be their 
interest as well as duty, particularly at this time, to convince 
him that that confidence is not misplaced. Besides, such 
repeated declarations have been made to His Majesty, that 
he might always have the firmest reliance on the com- 
pliance of his subjects in this Colony with every reason- 
able requisition in their power ; and this being so evidently 
of that nature, I cannot entertain a doubt of your being 
happy in having so good an opportunity of demonstrating 
that you mean your actions should ever correspond with 

your professions. TI7 ^ 

J ' Wm. Franklin. 

Burlington, November 21, 1775. 

Which was read, and ordered a second readin". 
The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 



The House met. 



Thursday, November 23, 1775. 



A Petition was presented to the House, from thirty-two 
Freeholders'of the County of Burlington, praying the 
House to enter into such Resolves as may discourage an 
Independency on Great Britain; and that they will also 
support the civil Government, as heretofore; which was 
read, and ordered a second reading. 

Mr. Ford, from the Committee on that service, brought 
in a Bill entitled " An Act to authorize the Board of Jus- 
tices and Freeholders of the several Counties in the Co- 
lony of New-Jersey to defray the expense of taking Lists 
of the Inhabitants;" which was read the second time. 

Ordered, That Mr. Kinsey, Mr. Crane, Mr. Fisher, and 
Mr. Paxson, be a Committee to prepare and bring in the 
draught of Answer to the said Message. 

On a motion made, that the several Barracks in this Co- 
lony are in such decay that unless repaired they will be 
in ruins, and that a Resolve may pass, that this House will 
make provision, during this session, for repairing the same ; 
the question was taken, whether the House will enter into 
such resolution or not. It passed in the negative, viz; : 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Crane, Mr. Winds, Mr, Tucker, 

Fisher, Kinsey, Mehelm, 

Roy, Hinchman, Elmer, 

Ford, Holmo, Barton, 

Nays. 
Mr. Combs, 
Taylor, 
Lawrence, 
Garritse, 
Dey, 

The House took into consideration the several Petitions 
referred from last session, for and against a Bill for the 
more easy manumission of Slaves ; the Bill being read, 
after some time spent in debate thereon, the question was 
put, whether the Bill shall be committed or not. It passed 
in the negative, as follows, viz : 



Nays. 


Nays. 
Mr. Gibbon, 


Mr. Demarest, 


Hcwlings, 


Hand, 


Paxson, 


Eldridge, 


Sykes, 


Shepperd. 
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Yeas. 
Mr. Lawrence, 
Kinsey, 
Hewlings, 
Paxson, 

Nays. 
Mr. Combs, 
Taylor, 
Crane, 
Garritse, 
Fisher, 



Yeas. 
Mr. Sykes, 

Hitichman, 

Gibbon, 

Tucker, 

Nays. 
Mr. Roy, 
Dey, 
Demarest, 

Ford, 
Winds, 



Yeas. 
Mr. Mehelm, 
Shepperd, 
Elmer. 

Nays. 
Mr. Holme, 
Hand, 
Eldridge, 
Barton. 



Thereupon, upon the question, Resolved, That the said 
Bill be referred to the next session of Assembly : 

Yeas. Yeas. Tfeas. 

Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Hewlings, Mr. Gibbon, 
Fisher, Paxson, Holme, 

Roy, Sykes, Tucker, 

Ford, Hinchman, Mehelm, 

Kinsoy, Shepperd, Elmer. 

Nays. Nays. Nays. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Dey, Mr. Hand, 
Taylor, Demarest, Eldridge, 

Crane, Winds, Barton. 

Garritse, 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

Mr. Fisher, from the Committee appointed to bring in 
the draught of an Address to his Excellency, produced a 
draught accordingly ; which was read, and ordered to be 
read a secondjime. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Friday, November 24, 1775. 

The House met. 

Mr. Vrane had leave of absence till Monday afternoon 
next. 

Resolved, That Mr. Dennis De Berdt, Esq., be, and 
he is hereby appointed Agent of this Colony at the Court 
of Great Britain, in the room of Benjamin Franklin, Esq. 

The Address to his Excellency was read the second time, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House on the Address; and after some lime 
spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported, that the 
Committee had made some progress in the matter to them 
referred, and desired leave to sit again. 

Ordered, That the said Committee do sit again. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

Mr. Taylor, from the Committee appointed for the pur- 
pose, brought in a Bill entitled "A supplementary Act to 
the Act entitled ' An Act for striking One Hundred Thou- 
sand Pounds in Bills of Credit, and directing the mode for 
sinking the same ;' " which was read, and ordered a second 
reading. 

A Petition was presented to the House, from thirty-four 
Freeholders of .the County of Burlington, praying the 
House to enter into such Resolves as may discourage an 
Independency on Great Britain, and to support the civil 
Government, as heretofore ; which was read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. __ 

Saturday, November 25, 1775. 

The House met. 

The House again, according to order, resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House, on the Address to 
his Excellency ; and after some time spent therein, Mr. 
Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman 
of the Committee, reported, that the Committee had gone 
through the Address, and had made sundry amendments to 
the same, which, by order of the House, he reported, and 
the same being read, and further amended in the House, 
the further consideration thereof was referred till the after- 
noon. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

Mr. Hinchman had leave of absence till Monday noon 
next. 



A Petition was presented to the House, from nineteen 
Freeholders of the City of Burlington and parts adjacent, 
praying the House to enter into such Resolves as may 
discourage an Independency on Great Britain, and that 
they will also support the civil Government, as usual ; which 
was read, and ordered a second reading. 

The House resumed the consideration of the Address, 
with the amendments ; and, after some time spent therein, 
the said Address, as amended, was agreed to, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Demarest, Mr. Holme, 

Taylor, Ford, Eldridge, 

Lawrence, Winds, Tucker, 

Garritse, Hewlings, Mehelm, 

Fisher, Sykes, Shepperd, 

Roy, Gibbon, Elmer, 

Dey, Hand, Barton. 

Nay. 
Mr. Kinsey. 

The House adjourned till Monday morning, nine o'clock. 

Monday, November 27, 1775. 

The House met. 

The Bill entitled " A supplementary Actio the Act en- 
titled ' An Act for striking One Hundred Thousand Pounds 
in Bills of Credit, and directing the mode for sinking the 
same,' " was read the second time, amended in the House, 
agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The Bill entitled "An Act to authorize the Board of 
Justices and Freeholders of the several Counties In the Co- 
lony of New-Jersey to defray the expense of taking Lists 
of the Inhabitants," was read the second time, amended in 
the House, and, upon the question, agreed to, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

A Petition was presented to the House, from forty-eight 
Freeholders of the County of Burlington, praying the 
House to enter into such resolves as may discourage an In- 
dependency on Great Britain, and that they will support 
the civil Government, as heretofore; which was read, and 
ordered a second reading. 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms do summon the 
signers of a Petition from the City of Burlington, pre- 
sented to the House on Saturday last, to attend the House 
at four o'clock, this afternoon. 

Mr. Tucker, from the Committee appointed to that ser- 
vice, brought in a Bill entitled "An Act for the support 
of Government of His Majesty's Colony of 'New-Jersey, 
to commence the first day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five, and to end the first day of Oc- 
tober, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six ; and to 
discharge the publick debts, and contingent charges there 
of;" which was read, and ordered a second reading. 
The House adjourned till three, P. M. 
The House met. 

The engrossed Bill entitled " An Act to authorize the 
Board of Justices and Freeholders of the several Coun- 
ties in the Colony of New- Jersey to defray the expense of 
taking Lists of the Inhabitants," was read and compared. 
On the question, Resolved, That the same do pass: 
Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Winds, Mr. Holme, 

Fisher, Hewlings, Elmer, 

Roy, Paxson, Tucker, 

Demarest, Hinchman, Mehelm, 

Ford, Gibbon, Barton. 

Nays. Nays. Nays. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Dey, Mr. Hand, 

Taylor, Sykes, Eldridge, 

Garritse, Kinsoy, Shepperd. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hewlings do carry the said Bill to 
the Council, for concurrence. 

Mr. Hewlings reported, that Mr. Gibbon and himself 
delivered the BUI, with them intrusted, to Mr. Hopkinson, 
one of the gentlemen of the Council, the Council not then 
sitting. 

According to order, the Petitioners from the City of 
Burlington attended, and being called in, and heard, 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be deferred 
till to-morrow morning. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing- 



1857 



NEW-JERSEY ASSEMBLY, NOVEMBER, 1775. 



1858 



Tuesday, November 28, 1775. 

The House met. 

The engrossed Bill entitled " A supplementary Act to 
the Act entitled ' An Act for striking One Hundred Thou- 
sand Pounds, in Bills of Credit, and directing the mode 
for sinking the same,' " was read and compared; on the 
Question, 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Combs do carry 
the said Bill to the Council, for concurrence. 

The House was moved, that a Committee be appointed 
to prepare the draught of a Petition to His Majesty, hum- 
bly beseeching him to use his interposition to prevent the 
effusion of blood ; and to express the great desire this 
House hath to a restoration of peace and harmony with 
the Parent State, on constitutional principles. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Kinsey, Mr. Paxson, 
Mr. Tucker, Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. Gibbon, be a Com- 
mittee to prepare and bring in the draught of a Petition 
accordingly. 

Mr. Winds had leave of absence for the remainder of 
the session, upon extraordinary occasions. 

The House took into consideration the inquiry had yes- 
terday, touching the Petitions presented to this House ; and 
it appearing from the Petitioners of the City of Burling- 
ton, who were called in and heard, that they signed the 
saiise from reports that some men affected independency, 
and being alarmed at such sentiments, they were induced 
to present the Petition, hoping that the House would dis- 
courage such sentiments by their Resolutions; whereupon, 
the several Petitions being read the second time, 

1. Resolved, That reports of Independency, in the ap- 
prehension of this House, are groundless. 

2. Resolved, That it be recommended to the Delegates 
of the Colony to use their utmost endeavours for the ob- 
taining a redress of American grievances, and for restoring 
the union between the Colonies and Great Britain, upon 
constitutional principles. 

3. Resolved, That the said Delegates be directed not to 
give their assent to, but utterly to reject any propositions, 
if such should be made, that may separate this Colony from 
the Mother Country, or change the form of Government 
thereof. 

The House also taking into consideration the conduct of 
Mr. Richard Smith, late of Philadelphia, merchant, upon 
the hearing had yesterday, 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms do bring the said 
Richard Smith before this House, at four o'clock this af- 
ternoon, to answer for the insult offered by him to the 
House during the said hearing. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tucker, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Shepperd, 
Mr. Hewlings, and Mr. Gibbon, or any three of them, be 
a Committee to settle all publick Accounts that may come 
before the House this session. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

Mr. Richard Smith attending, pursuant to the order of 
the forenoon, and being examined as to the words spoken 
by him of the member, informed the House that he neither 
intended any offence or insult to the House or any mem- 
ber of it, and that he is sorry any member of this House 
should take it as an insult upon him ; with which this House 
beinw satisfied, and being of opinion that it appears Mr. 
Smith really misapprehended the words of the member, 
and that the same member is not justly chargeable with 
such opinions, do discharge Mr. Smith from any further 
attendance on the House. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. _ 

Wednesday, November 29, 1775. 

The House met. 

The engrossed Address to his Excellency was read and 
compared ; on the question, 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do sign the same. 

Ordered, That Mr. Tucker and Mr. Elmer do wait upon 
the Governour, and desire to know when his Excellency 
will be attended by the House with their Address. 

The Bill for the support of Government was read the 
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second time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House, on the Bill for support of Government ; and after 
some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Committee, reported, that 
the Committee had made some progress in the matters to 
them referred, and desired leave to sit again; to which the 
House agreed. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

A Message from the Council, by Mr. Stockton, acquaint- 
ing the House that the Council have passed the Bill 
entitled "An Act to authorize the Board of Justices and 
Freeholders of the several Counties in the Colony of New- 
Jersey to defray the expense of taking Lists of the Inhabi- 
tants." .'_/__ 

The House again, according to order, resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House, on the Bill for sup- 
port of Government ; and after some time spent therein, 
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chair- 
man of the Committee, reported, that the Committee had 
gone through the matters to them referred, and had come 
to several Resolutions, which he was ready to report when- 
ever the House will please to receive the same. 

Ordered, That the Report be made immediately. 

Whereupon, Mr. Fisher reported the Resolutions of the 
Committee, as follows, viz : 

1. Resolved, That in and by the said Bill, when passed 
into a law, there be paid to his Excellency William Frank- 
lin, Esq., Governour of this Colony, at the rate of twelve 
hundred Pounds per annum, Proclamation Money, to com- 
mence the first day of October last. 

And on the question, whether the House agrees to the 
said sum or not, it passed in the affirmative, as follows: 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Crane, Mr. Ford, Mr. Eldridge, 

Garritse, Kinsey, Tucker, 

Fisher, Hewlings, Mehelm, 

Roy, Hincliman, Shepperd, 

Doy, Gibbon, Elmer, 

Demarest, Holme, Barton. 

Nays. Nays. Nays. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Hand ; 

Taylor, Sykes, 

Who voted for one thousand Pounds. 

2. To David Ogden, Esq., second Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of this Colony, at the rate of one hundred and 
fifty Pounds per annum, money aforesaid. 

And on the question, whether the House agrees there- 
to or not, it passed in the affirmative, as follows : 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Crane, Mr. Kinsey, Mr. Horme, 
Fisher, Hewlings, Mehelm, 

Roy, Sykes, Shepperd, 

Demarest, Hinchman, Elmer, 

Ford, Gibbon, Barton. 

Nays. Nays. Nays. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Garritse, Mr. Eldridge, 
Taylor, Dey, Tucker ; 

Lawrence, Hand, 

Who voted for one hundred Pounds. 

3. To Richard Stockton, Esq., third Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of this Colony, at the rate of one hundred 
and fifty Pounds per annum, money aforesaid. 

And on the question, whether the House agrees thereto 
or not, it passed in the affirmative, as follows : 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Crane, Mr. Kinsey, Mr. Holme, 
Fisher, Hewlings, Mehelm, 

Roy, Sykes, Shepperd, 

Demarest, Hinchman, Elmer, 

Ford, Gibbon, Barton. 

Nays. Natjs. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Garritse, 
Taylor, Doy, 

Lawrence, Hand, 

4. To Cortland Skinner, Esq., Attorney-General of 
this Colony, at the rate of forty Pounds per annum, money 
aforesaid. 

And on the question, whether the House agrees thereto 
or not, it passed in the affirmative, as follows: 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 
Mr. Crane, Mr. Kinsey, Mr. Holme, 

Garritse, Hewlings, Mehelm, 

Fisher, Sykes, Siicppcrd, 

Roy, Hinchman, Elmer, 

Demarest, Gibbon, .Barton, 
Ford, 



Nays. 
Mr. Eldridge, 
Tucker. 
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Nays. Nay*. Nays. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Dey, Mr. Eldridge, 
Taylor, Hand, Tucker; 

Lawrence, 

Who voted for thirty Pounds. 

5. To Joseph Smith and John Smyth, Esqrs., Treasur- 
ers of this Colony, each at the rate of forty Pounds per 
annum, money aforesaid : 

To which the House agreed. 

6. To the Clerk of the Council for the time being, at the 
rate of thirty Pounds per annum, money aforesaid: 

To which the House agreed. 

7. To the Agent of this Colony for the time being, at 
the rate of one hundred Pounds per annum, money afore- 
said : 

To which the House agreed. 

8. To the Clerk of the Circuits for the time being, re- 
siding in this Colony, the sum of twenty Pounds per annum, 
money aforesaid : 

To which the House agreed. 

9. To the Doorkeeper of the Council of this Colony, at 
the rate often Pounds per annum, money aforesaid : 

To which the House agreed. 

10. To his Excellency William Franklin, Esq., at the 
rate of sixty Pounds per annum, money aforesaid, for house 
rent, provided he makes Perth-Amboy or Burlington the 
place of his residence : 

To which the House agreed. 

11. To the Justice or Justices of the Supreme Court of 
this Colony, for attending the Circuit Courts, and Courts 
of Oyer and Terminer, in the manner prescribed by the said 
Act, the sum often Pounds for each time: 

To which the House agreed. 

12. To each of the Council for the time being, for the 
time they may attend at any sitting of General Assembly 
within the time, eight Shillings per day. 

On the question, whether the sum be eight Shillings or 
six Shillings, it was carried for eight Shillings, as follows, 
viz : 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Crane, Mr. D.unarest, Mr. Gibbon, 
Garritse, Ford, Mjhelm, 

Fisher, Kinsey, Sheppcrd, 

Roy, Hewlings, Elmer, 

Dey, Hinchman, Barton. 

Nays. Nays. Nays. 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Sykes, Mr. Eldridge, 

Taylor, Holuiu, Tucker ; 
Lawrence, Hand. 

Who voted for six Shillings. 

13. To Richard Smith, one of the Clerks of the House 
of Representatives, or any other Clerk, for his attendance, 
the sum of ten Shillings per day, for the time he hath or 
shall attend at any sitting of General Assembly, during the 
continuance of this Act; also, the sum of four Pence per 
sheet, reckoning ninety words to the sheet, for entering the 
Minutes of any sitting, during the continuance of this Act, 
fair in the Journals, and copying the Laws and Minutes for 
the Printer ; and to the said Richard Smith the sum often 
Pounds, for pen, ink, and paper, and hiring Clerks to for- 
ward the business of this session; and for a Journal for the 
use of the General Assembly, thirty-three Shillings; 

To which the House agreed, 

14. To Charles Pettit, Esq., Deputy Secretary, or to 
the Deputy Secretary for the time being, for copying pub- 
lick Laws to send home to England, during the continuance 
of this Act, four Pence per sheet, reckoning ninety words 
to the sheet ; and to the said Charles Pettit, for extraordi- 
nary services, the sum of twenty Pounds ; 

To which the House agreed, 

15. To each of the Treasurers of this Colony, six Pence 
per Pound, for exchanging ragged and torn Bills of Credit 
of this Colony : 

To which the House agreed, 

16. To Isaac Collins, or any other Printer hereafter to 
be appointed, for printing the Minutes of the House of 
Representatives of any sitting during the continuance of 
this Act, and for printing the Laws passed at any sitting 
as aforesaid, or any other printing, such sums as Hendrick 
Fisher, Stephen Crane, James Kinsey, and Thomas Pol- 
green Hewlings, Esqrs., or any two of them, shall agree 
lo be paid far the said service ; 

To W-hich_the House agreed, 

17. To the Sergeant-at-Arms for the time being, who 



shall attend the Council, the sum of three Shillings per diem ; 
and to the Sergeant-at-Arms who shall attend the House 
of Representatives, the sum of three Shillings per diem : 
To which the House agreed. 

18. To the Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives 
for the time being, who shall attend the House in manner 
aforesaid, the sum of three Shillings and six Pence per 
diem : 

To which the House agreed. 

19. To the Speaker and every of die Members of the 
House of Representatives, for the lime each of them shall 
attend at any sitting of General Assembly, during the con- 
tinuance of this Act, eight Shillings per diem. 

On the question, whether the sum be eight Shillings or 
six Shillings per diem, it was carried for eight Shillings, as 
follows viz : 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Crane, Mr. Ford, Mr. Hinchman, 
Fisher, Kinsey, Gibbon, 

Roy, Barton, Mehclin, 

Dey, Garritse, Sliepjprd, 

Demarest, Hewlings, Elmer"" 

Nays. Nays. NaysV 

Mr. Combs, Mr. Sykes, Mr. Eldridge, 
Taylor, Holme, Tucker ; 

Lawrence, Hand, 

Who voted for six Shillings. 

Ordered, That the Bill for support of Government, as 
reported and agreed to, be engrossed. 

Mr. Tucker reported, that Mr. Elmer and himself de- 
livered the Message of the House to his Excellency, 
according to order, who was pleased to 'say the House 
should hear from him. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. ^ 

Thursday, November 30, 1775. 

The House met. 

The House taking into consideration the inconvenience 
arising from requiring the attendance of two of the Dele- 
gates to represent the Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress, 

Resolved, That any one of the three Delegates appoint- 
ed to attend the Congress be, and such Delegate is here- 
by fully authorized lo represent this Colony during the 
present Congress. 

A Message from the Council, by Mr. Ilopkinson, inform- 
ing the House that the Council have passed the Bill 
entitled " A supplementary Act to the Act entitled ' An 
Act for striking One Hundred Thousand Pounds, in Bills 
of Credit, and directing the mode for sinking the same,' " 
without any amendment. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

The Petition from sundry Freeholders of Burlington 
County, praying that Young Men who live with their 
parents may be taxed, was read the second time. It was 
moved that the prayer of the Petition may be granted. 
Whereupon the previous question was demanded, whether 
that question shall now be put or not. It passed in the nega- 
tive, as follows, to wit: 





Verts. 




Yeas. 




Yeas. 


Mr. 


Crane, 


Mr. 


■ Paxson, 


Mr. 


Mohelm, 




Kins.'y, 




Gibbon, 




Shepperd. 




Hewlings, 




Tucker, 








Nays. 




Nays. 




Nays. 


Mr. 


, Combs, 


Mr 


■ Dey, 


Mr 


. Holme, 




Lawrence, 




Demarest, 




Hand, 




Taylor, 




Ford, 




Eldridge, 




Garritse, 




Sykes, 




Elmor, 




Fisher, 




Hinchman, 




Barton. 




Roy, 











Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the next 
session of Assembly, 

The Petition from the Township of Chesterfield, in the 
County of Burlington, praying a law to set free all the 
Slaves now in the Colony, was read the second time. 

Ordered, That the same do lie on the table. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Governour's 
Message at the last session informed the House that they 
were ready to make a report, and at the same time mention- 
ed to the House, that the report was necessarily drawn up in 
such a manner as they apprehend might possibly occasion 
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a longer session than the House at this time might incline 
to, and might be productive of some controversy. Where- 
upon, the House taking the same into their consideration, 
and also being of opinion that any thing which might inter- 
rupt the harmony, in this present critical situation of the 
Province, ought not to be entered into at the present ses- 
sion, unless something should occur during their sitting 
which may, in their opinion, render it necessary, do order 
that the report be postponed. 

A Message from his Excellency, by Mr. Deputy Sec- 
retary Pettit : 

Mr. Speaker : His Excellency is in the Council Cham- 
ber, ready to receive the Address of the House. 

Whereupon, Mr. Speaker left the chair, and, with the 
House, went to wait upon the Governour ; and being re- 
turned, Mr. Speaker resumed the chair, and reported, that 
the House had waited on the Governour, and delivered 
their Address, in these words : 

To His Excellency William Franklin, Esq., Captain- 
General, Governour, and Commander-in-Chief, in and 
over His Majesty's Colony of Nov a-Cjesarea, or New- 
Jersey/, and Territories thereon depending , in America, 
Chancellor and Vice-Admiral in the same, &fc. 

The humble Address of the Representatives of the said 

Colony, in General Assembly convened. 
May it please your Excellency : 

We, His Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, the Repre- 
sentatives of the Colony of New-Jersey, in General Assem- 
bly convened, have considered your Excellency's speech 
at the opening of the present session. 

We sincerely lament the unhappy situation of publick 
affairs ; and we regret that, though we have presented a du- 
tiful petition to His Majesty, yet we have little prospect of 
his favourable interposition for the removal of those griev- 
ances under which we suffer, in common with his other 
American subjects. 

There is nothing we desire with greater anxiety than a 
reconciliation with our Parent State, on constitutional prin- 
ciples. But if the resolution of the House of Commons, of 
the 20th of February, could, without departing from the 
duty we owe to our constituents, have been accepted, or 
made the basis of a negotiation which would probably have 
led to any plan of accommodation, we have been and still 
are greatly mistaken. 

We are surprised to hear that any persons could have ad- 
vised your Excellency to have sought an asylum on board 
of one of His Majesty's ships. We cannot imagine that 
your Excellency could have had any just reason to fear 
any insult or improper treatment from the people of the 
Colony; and if your retreat would necessarily be attributed 
to either the effect or well-grounded apprehensions of vio- 
lence, and be productive of mischiefs to the inhabitants, 
however such advisers may deserve to be esteemed your 
"best friends," we cannot suppose them to be really so to 
the Colony. 

Your Excellency's safety, or that of any of the officers 
of Government, we apprehend to be in no danger. We 
place our own safety in that protection which the laws of 
our Country and the executive powers of the Government 
afford to all the King's subjects. It is the only asylum 
which we have to fly to; and we make no doubt but that 
it will be, as it hitherto hath been, found fully equal to the 
purpose both of securing your Excellency and others. And 
we hope to find that the officers of Government will con- 
duct themselves so prudently as not to invite any ill usage, 
and that they will not make any supposed " infatuation, or 
disorder" of the times, a pretence to leave the Province, 
and thereby endeavour to subject the inhabitants to any 
calamities. 

We know of no sentiments of independency that are, by 
men of any consequence, openly avowed ; nor do we ap- 
prove of any essays tending to encourage such a measure. 
We have already expressed our detestation of such opinions, 
and we have so frequently and fully declared our sentiments 
on this subject, and in particular in our petition to the King 
at the last session of Assembly, that we should have thought 
ourselves, as at present we really deserve to be, exempt 
from all suspicion of this nature. 

We have already resolved to support His Majesty's Go- 



vernment, and look upon it to be our duty to use our influ- 
ence to promote peace, order, and good government. 
By order of the House : 

Cortland Skinner, Speaker. 
House of Assembly, November 29, 1775. 

To which His Excellency was pleased to make the fol- 
lowing answer : 

Gentlemen : I return you my thanks for your resolution 
to support His Majesty's Government, and cannot but ap- 
prove your determination to promote peace and good order. 

I shall avoid, for the reasons I gave you in my speech, 
any remarks on your sentiments respecting the present un- 
happy situation of publick affairs, and shall transmit to His 
Majesty your opinion of the resolution of the House of 
Commons. Thus much, however, I would only observe, 
that if you really thought, or still think, that the making 
that resolution the basis of a negotiation would not have 
led to some plan of accommodation, on terms that Ameri* 
cans have heretofore solemnly and repeatedly declared 
would give them full content, then you have been and still 
are greatly mistaken. 

Your surprise that any persons could advise me to seek 
an asylum, when so many Governours and Crown officers 
had been before compelled to do the like, is as extraordi- 
nary as your supposition that those persons musT therefore 
be no friends to the Colony. 

It gives me pleasure, however, to find that you make no 
doubt but that the laws of the Country, and the executive 
powers of the Government, will afford safety, and prove an 
asylum to all the King's subjects. On the strength of this 
assurance, His Majesty's officers, who have now the mis- 
fortune of being confined in Trenton, by some supposed 
unlawful authority, cannot hesitate to apply for that legal 
remedy, an habeas corpus ; nor can any of His Majesty's 
Justices of the Supreme Court have the least scruple to 
grant it, nor ought any one to doubt " but that it will (as 
you say) be found fully equal to the purpose." 

Your hope that the officers of Government will conduct 
themselves prudently, will, I trust, be greatly gratified, at 
least by some of them, if a manly, conscientious discharge 
of their duty to their King and Country, as far as may be 
in their power, is consistent with your ideas of prudence. 
As they have not even made the real disorders of the times 
a pretence for leaving the Province, it seems rather unkind 
to intimate any suspicion that they would do it on a "sup- 
posed disorder of the times ;" equally unjustifiable is it to 
insinuate that any of them would be so absurd as to "invite 
ill usage," or so wicked as to "endeavour to subject the in- 
habitants to any calamities." But such suspicions and such 
language must, 1 suppose, be attributed to the fashion of 
the times. 

In speaking of the sentiments of independency, openly 
avowed by some men of present consequence, I had not 
the most distant thought that you would consider the re- 
mark as at all meant for or applicable to your House. If 
any faith is to be put (as you say) in your frequent and 
full declarations of your sentiments on this subject, you 
certainly deserve to be exempt from all suspicions of that 
nature. I even intimated, in my speech, that you must en- 
tertain "an abhorrence of such design." Your present dis- 
approbation of the essays tending to encourage that mea- 
sure gives me great satisfaction, and I sincerely wish that 
both you and I may, ere long, have the happiness to see 
those, who either openly or privately avow sentiments of 
independency, men of no consequence. 

On motion made, that this House do send a message to 
his Excellency, requesting him to dissolve the present As- 
sembly at the end of the present session, and give the peo- 
ple another choice of Representatives :_ The Previous Ques- 
tion was demanded, "Whether the said question shall now 
be put or not." It passed as follows, viz : : ~ 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Tucfcer, 
Kinsey, Holme, Mehclrn, 

PaxRon, Hand, Sliepperd, 

Hinchman, Eltlridge, Elmer. 



Nays. 


Nays. 
Mr. Fisher, 


Nays. 


r. Combs, 


Mr. Ford, 


Taylor, 


Roy, 


Hewlinge, 


Crane, 


Dey, 


Sykee, 


Garritie, 


D^marest, 


Barton. 
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The voices being equal, Mr. Speaker gave his vote in 
the negative. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing- _ 

Friday, December 1, 1775. 

The House met. 

Mr. Kinsey, from the Committee appointed to bring in 
an Answer to his Excellency's Message of the 22d of No- 
vember last, brought in a draught accordingly, which was 
read, and ordered a second reading. 

Mr. Fisher, from the Committee appointed to prepare 
and bring in the draught of a Petition to the King, brought 
in the same accordingly; which was read, and ordered a 
second reading. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The Hou se m et. 

A Petition was presented to the House, from the Hon. 
Daniel Core, Esq., President of the Board of the West- 
ern Proprietors of this Province, requesting leave, in be- 
half of himself and the Board of Western Proprietors, to 
bring in_a Bill, at the next session of Assembly, for appoint- 
ing Commissioners to settle the disputes of the said West- 
ern Proprietors with the Eastern Proprietors, and finally 
to settle the line of division between the said Proprietors, 
and suggesting that the Eastern Proprietors do acquiesce in 
this mode pf.accornmoda.ting the differences, and agree to 
join in the nomination of Commissioners; which Petition 
being read, 

Ordered, That the Petitioner have leave to bring in a 
Bill at the next session, according to the prayer of the Pe- 
tition. 

The House adjourned till five o'clock. 

The House met. 

The engrossed Bill entitled "An Act for the support of 
Government of His Majesty's Colony of New-Jersey, to 
commence the first day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five, and to end the first day of Oc- 
tober, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, and to 
discharge the publick debt? and contingent charges there- 
of," vvas'Tead and compared ; on the question, 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Crane, Mr. Ford, Mr. 
Paxson, Mr. Combs, Mr. Sykes, Mr. Elmer, and Mr. Tuck- 
er, do carry the said Bill to the Council, for concurrence. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing- .._ .. _.._ — 

Saturday, December 2, 1775. 

The House met. 

Mr. Fisher reported, that the other gentlemen and him- 
self delivered the Support Bill, with them intrusted, to the 
Speaker, in Council. 

On motion made, that proper persons maybe appointed 
to take care of, rent out, and, from the rents, to keep in 
good repair, the several Barracks and their Furniture, in 
this Colony: The question was put thereon, and it passed 
in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hinchman, Mr. Tucker, and Mr. 
Gibbon, be a Committee to prepare and bring in a Bill 
pursuant to the above Resolution. 

Mr. Hinchman, from the Committee appointed for that 
purpose, brought in a Bill entitled " An Act to empower 
the persons therein named to take care of, rent out, and, 
from the rents, to keep in good repair, the several Barracks 
and their Furniture, in this Colony;" which was read, and 
ordered a second reading. 

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter from Isaac 
Debow, Esq., late Sheriff" of the County of Hunterdon, 
enclosing ; a'cupy of the said Sheriff's advertisements, con- 
ditions, and amount of sales of Lord Stirling's Lands, in 
the County of Hunterdon, with a copy of Mr. Speaker's 
Letter to the said late Sheriff; which were read. 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred to 
the afternoon. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

The Bill entitled "An Act to empower the persons there- 



in named to take care of, rent out, and, from the rents, to 
keep in good repair, the several Barracks and their Furni- 
ture, in this Colony," was read the second time, agreed to, 
and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Roy had leave of absence till Monday morning 
next. 

Mr. Barton had leave of absence for the remainder of 
the session, upon extraordinary occasions. 

The House took into consideration the papers laid be- 
fore the House this morning, by Mr. Speaker, relative to 
the sale of Lord Stirling's Estate in Hunterdon ; and, after 
some time spent in debate thereon, the further considera- 
tion thereof was adjourned t\\\ Monday next. 

The House adjourned till ten o'clock, on Monday morn- 
ing next. 

Mondny, December 4, 1775. 

The House met. 

The engrossed Bill entitled "An Act to empower the 
persons therein named to take care of, rent out, and, from 
the rents, to keep in good repair, the several Barracks and 
their Furniture, in this Colony," was read and compared ; 
on the question, - - ' 

Resolved, That the same do pass. 

Yeas. Yeas. Yeas. 

Mr. Combe, Mr. Dey, Mr. Hiuchman, 
Garritso, Ford, Melielm, 

Fisher, Kinsey, Elmer. 

Roy, 

Nays. Nays. Nays. 

Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Paxson, Mr, Hand, 

Demarcst, Gibbon, Eldridgc, 

Hewlings, Holme, Shepperd. 

Ordered, That Mr. Kinsey and Mr. Elmer do carry the 
said Bill to the Council, for concurrence. 
The House adjourned till three, P. ~M. 
The House met. 

The House resumed the consideration of the papers laid 
before this House, relative to a sale of Lands, belono-in" to 
Lord Stirling, by the late Sheriff of Hunterdon. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Mehelm, 
Mr. Roy, and Mr. Dunham, be, and they, or any three of 
them, are hereby appointed a Committee to examine into 
the said sale, collect evidence relating thereto, and report 
to this House at the next session; and, in the mean time, 
to give directions for the further prosecution of the suit 
against said Lord Stirling, if necessary. 

The draught of a Message to his Excellency, in answer 
to his Message of the 22d of November last, was read the 
second time, and committed to Mr. .Fisher, Mr. Shepperd, 
Mr. Gibbon, and Mr. Lawrence. 

The Petition to the King was read the second time, 
and committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Tuesday, December 5, 1775. 

The House met. 

A Message from the Council, by Mr. Parker, informing 
the House that the Council have passed the Bill entitled 
" An Act for the support of Government," &c. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

Mr. Fisher, from the Committee to whom the draught 
of a Message to his Excellency was committed, reported 
the same ; which being read and amended in the House, 

Ordered, Tiiat the said Message, as amended, be en- 
grossed. 

The House, according to order, resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, on the Petition to the 
King; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Speaker 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Fisher, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, by leave of the House, reported that the Commit- 
tee had spent some time in debate upon the subject-matter 
of the Petition referred to them, and came to the following 
Resolution : 

That as a Petition is already before His Majesty, to 
which the House has received no answer, and hopinc that 
it will effect the good purposes intended, in the opinion of 
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this Committee the present Petition ought to be referred ; 
and that the Committee of Correspondence do instruct 
the Agent to solicit an answer to the said former Peti- 
tion. 

To which the House unanimously agreed. 

The House adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Wednesday, December fi, 1775. 
The House met. 

The engrossed Message to his Excellency was read and 
compared. 

Ordered, That the same be sent accordingly. 
And the said Message is as follows, viz: 

House of Assembly, December C. 1775. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hinchman and Mr. Me helm do wait 
on his Excellency, and, in answer to his Message of the 
21st of November, inform him that thU House have taken 
the same into their serious consideration, and although 
they entertain the most grateful sense of the attention that 
has been, shown to the wishes of the Colony in the allow- 
ance of the Loan Act, and of His Majesty's gracious in- 
clinations to give " every indulgence that can consist with 
the true principles of commerce and the Constitution," 
and are sincerely disposed to grant His Majesty's requisi- 
tions, as far as the circumstances of the Colony will allow; 
yet at this time the House cannot think it prudent to go 
into any Increase of the salaries of the officers of Govern- 
ment, nor do they apprehend that it will be beneficial for 
his government over usjo settle them longer than lor the 
usual time, or expedient to erect buildings at present, bet- 
ter to accommodate the branches of the Legislature. 

That the House hopes, when it is considered that on 
his Excellency's arrival to this Government, the salary 
was raised from one thousand Pounds to one thousand two 
hundred Pounds per annum, which has been continued 
ever since ; that sixty Pounds a year has constantly been 
granted to provide a house for his Excellency's residence; 
that the salaries of the Justices of the Supreme Court have 
been lately raised from fifty to one hundred and fifty Pounds 
per annum ; that the other Crown officers either have 
salaries given to them or fees equal to the importance of 
their service; that there are places provided for the Legis- 
lature to meet and do the publick business at Perth-Am- 
boy, and that although such provision is not made at Bur- 
lington, yet no considerable inconvenience has attended 
it — when his Excellency considers these matters, he will, 
we hope, be of opinion with us, that the House has shown 
a disposition to make such suitable provision for the sup- 
port of Government as, from time to time, was in their 
power, which nothing has retarded more than the incon- 
venience of two seats of Government, a circumstance they 
sincerely wish was removed. But the House assures his 
Excellency that, at a future day, when this inconvenience 
shall be remedied, and the unnatural controversy now sub- 
sisting is happily settled, they will show their readiness to 
comply with every just requisition, and demonstrate that 
they ever mean their actions shall correspond with their 
professions. 

By order of the House : 

Richard Smith, Cleric. 

Ordered, That Mr. Kinsey and Mr. Eldridge do wait 
on the Council, and inquire whether the Council have any 



thing further before them; if not, that this House proposes 
to apply to his Excellency for a dismission. 

Mr. Hinchman reported that Mr. Mehelm and himself 
delivered the Messages of the House with them intrusted 
to his Excellency, who was pleased to say he would take 
the same into consideration. 

Mr. Kinsey reported that Mr. Eldridge and himself 
delivered the Messages of the House with them intrusted 
to the Speaker in Council. 

A Message from the Council, by Mr. Hopkinson: 

Mr. Hopkinson informed the House that the Council 
have nothing further before them. 

Ordered, That Mr. Fisher and Mr. Paxson do wait 
upon the Governour, and inform him thai this House have 
gone through the business before them, and are desirous of 
a dismission. 

Mr. Fisher reported, that Mr. Paxson and himself de- 
livered the Message of the House to his Excellency, ac- 
cording to order, who was pleased to say the House should 
hear from him in the afternoon. 

The House adjourned till three, P. M. 

The House met. 

A Message from his Excellency, by Mr. Deputy Sec- 
retary Pettit : 

Mr. Speaker : His Excellency is in the Council Cham- 
ber, and requires the immediate attendance of the House. 

Whereupon, Mr. Speaker left the chair, and, with the 
House, went to wait upon the Governour, who was pleased 
to give his assent to the following Bills, enacting the same, 
viz : 

1. An Act for the support of Government of His Ma- 
jesty's Colony of New- Jersey, to commence the first day 
of October, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, 
and to end the first day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-six; and to discharge the publick 
debts, and contingent charges thereof. 

2. A supplementary Act to the Act entitled " An Act 
for striking One Hundred Thousand Pounds, in Bills of 
Credit, and directing the mode for sinking the same." 

3. An Act for the speedy recovery of Debts, from six 
Pounds to ten Pounds. 

4. An Act to provide a more effectual remedy against 
excessive costs, in the recovery of Debts above ten Pounds, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

5. An Act to authorize the Board of Justices and Free- 
holders of the several Counties in the Colony of Ntiv-Jer- 
sey to defray the expense of taking Lists of the Inhabitants. 

6. An Act to prevent Rams from running at large at 
certain seasons of the year. 

7. An Act to empower Isaac Haines to erect a Dam, 
Mills, and other Water Works, on the southernmost branch 
of Ancocas Creek, in the Township of Evesham, in the 
County of Burlington. 

8. An Act to enable the owners and possessors of Mea- 
dows andTide Marsh, lying on both sides of the south branch 
of Pevsawkin Creek, in the Counties of Burlington and 
Gloucester, to erect and maintain a Bank, Dam, and other 
Water Woiks, across the said Creek, in order to prevent the 
tide from overflowing the same. 

And then his Excellency w 7 as pleased to prorogue the 
General Assembly till Wednesday, third day of January 
next, then to meet at Perth-Amboy. 



COUNCIL OF NEW-JERSEY. 

A Journal of the Proceedings of His Majesty's Council 
for the Province of New-Jersey, at a session of the 
General Assembly begun and holden at the City of 
Burlington, on the fifteenth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and. 
seventy-five, and in the sixteenth year of the reign of 
our sovereign Lord, King George the Third. 

Wednesday, November 15, 1775. 

The House met. Present : 

The Chief Justice, Richard Stockton, Esq., Stephen 
Skinner, Esq., Daniel Coxe, Esq., John Laurence, Esq., 
Francis Hopkinson, Esq. 

The Hojase continued till to-morrow. 



Thursday, November 10, 1775. 

The House mot. Present : 

The Chief Justice, Richard Stockion, Esq., Stephen 
Skinner, Esq., Daniel Core, Esq., John Laurence, Esq.. 
Francis Hopkinson, Esq. 

His Excellency came into the Council Chamber, and 
having, by the Deputy Secretary, commanded the attend- 
ance of the House of Assembly, the Speaker, wjth the 
House, attended, when his Excellency was pleased to make 
a Speech to both Houses, in the words following, viz : 

[Here follows his Excellency's Speech.] 

After which, the Speaker, with the House of Assembly, 
withdrew. 

The House continued till to-morrow. 
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Friday, November 17, 1775. 

The House met. Present : 

John Stevens, Esq., the Chief Justice, Richard Stock- 
ton, Esq., Stephen Skinner, Esq., Daniel Coxe, Esq., 
John Laurence, Esq., Francis Hopkinson, Esq. 

The House continued till to-morrow. 

Saturday, November 18, 1775. 

The House met. Present as before. 
The House continued till Monday next. 

Monday, November 20, 1775. 

The House met. Present as before. 
The House continued till to-morrow. 

Tuesday, November 21, 1775. 

The House met. Present as before. 
The House continued till to-morrow. 

Wednesday, November 22, 1775. 

The House met. Present: 

John Stevens, Esq, the Chief Justice, Richard Stock- 
ton, Esq., Stephen Skinner, Esq., Daniel Coxe, Esq., 
John Laurence, Esq., Francis Hopkinson, Esq. 

The House having taken into consideration the impor- 
tance of several matters that will be likely to require their 
attention at this session, and being desirous to have the 
assistance of every member who is not withheld from at- 
tendance by sickness or other unavoidable cause, 

Ordered, That the Clerk of the House do forthwith 
despatch a Letter to the Hon. James Parker, Esq., re- 
quiring his attendance. 

The House having taken into consideration his Excel- 
lency's Speech at the opening of the session, 

Resolved, That an humble Address be presented to his 
Excellency, in answer to the said Speech. 

Ordered, That the Chief Justice and Mr. Hopkinson 
be a Committee to draw the said Address. 

The House continued till to-morrow. 

Thursday, November 23, 1775. 

The House met. Present : 

John Stevens, Esq., the Chief Jusiice, Richard Stock- 
ton, Esq., Stephen Skinner, Esq., Daniel Coxe, Esq., 
John Laurence, Esq., Francis Hopkinson, Esq. 

The House continued till to-morrow. 

Friday, November 24, 1775. 

The House met. Present : 

John Stevens, Esq., the Chief Justice, Richard Stock- 
ton, Esq., Stephen Skinner, Esq., Daniel Coxe, Esq., 
John Laurence, Esq., Francis Hopkinson, Esq. 

Mr. Dey and Mr, Garritse, from the House of Assem- 
bly, presented for the concurrence of this House a Bill 
entitled "A supplementary Act to an Act entitled 'An 
Act appointing Commissioners for finally settling and de- 
termining the several Rights, Titles, and Claims to the 
common Lands in the Township of Bergen, and for makino- 
partition thereof, in just and equitable proportions, among 
those who shall be adjudged by the said Commissioners to 
be entitled to the same ;' " which was read the first time, 
and ordered a second reading. 

The House continued till four o'clock, P. M. 

The same day, four o'clock, P. M., the House met. 
Present: 

[There is no further record of the Proceedings of tho Council of 
New-Jersey.] 



THE HUMBLE ADDRESS OF HIS MAJESTY'S COUNCIL FOR THE 
PROVINCE OF NEW-JERSEY, TO HIS EXCELLENCY GOV- 
ERNOUR FRANKLIN. 

Council Chamber, November 25, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : 

We beg leave to express the satisfaction we feel in the 
opportunity you have given us of meeting your Excellency 
in General Assembly at this lime, for the despatch of such 
business as the exigencies of the Province require, nnd 



thank you for that freedom with which you communicate 
to us, from time to time, such parts of the letters you re- 
ceive from His Majesty's Ministers, as may be of conse- 
quence to the welfare of this Province. 

It is with the greatest pleasure we assure your Excel- 
lency, that we know of no reason to doubt but that the 
confidence you are pleased to say you have in the affec- 
tion and regard of the good people" of this Colony is well 
founded. We are sorry, however, to observe that, not- 
withstanding this confidence and trust, your Excellency 
expresses some degree of apprehension as to the safety of 
your own person, and the persons of the other officers of 
the Crown. We can with truth declare, that we are totally 
ignorant as to any circumstances, in this Province, that may 
give rise to such an apprehension, and are happy in be- 
lieving that it must be without any real foundation. 

You are pleased to call on us for an explicit declaration 
of our sentiments respecting those aims at an Independency 
on Great Britain, which you say are at this time openly 
avowed by some men of present consequence. In answer 
to which, we make no hesitation to assure your Excellency, 
that we have the utmost abhorrence of any design what- 
ever to subvert that happy Constitution of Government 
under which not only this, but every other Colony in Ame- 
rica, hath long enjoyed the blessings of security and pros- 
perity; and that we will, by every means in our power, 
exert ourselves in the defence of it, and in defence of your 
Excellency and the other officers of the Crown, acting 
under the influence and by virtue of that inestimable Con- 
stitution. 

We flatter ourselves that your Excellency will not doubt 
but that we shall be ready, on all occasions, to join you in 
the promotion of peace, order, and good government, and 
eagerly improve every opportunity that may tend to the 
restoring this Province to its former state of happiness and 
tranquillity. 

By order of the House : John Stevens, Speaker. 

To which his Excellency was pleased to make the fol- 
lowing reply : 

Gentlemen : I am greatly obliged to you for the senti- 
ments of regard expressed in this address, and heartily thank 
you for the assurances you give me of your readiness to 
exert yourselves in the defence of our happy Constitution 
and of the officers of the Crown in this Province. 

At the same time, it gives me concern that I cannot 
agree with you in opinion, that there are not any circum- 
stances in this Province, which may justify some degree of 
apprehension, as to the safety of myself and the other offi- 
cers of Government. It is true, I have not actually seen 
the Associations signed, nor the orders and resolutions of 
Congresses or Committees issued, yet I cannot, on that ac- 
count, without being guilty of a subterfuge, which- gentle- 
men of your conduct must disapprove, pretend a total ig- 
norance either of their contents or of their effects, both in 
this and the neighbouring Colonies. From what has already 
happened, the officers of the Crown will be naturally led to 
form a judgment of what may happen. Such of them, 
therefore, as have conscientiously done their duty here, 
must of course have some reason to expect the same fate 
with those who have done their duty elsewhere. It must 
be allowed, however, that those who, from timidity or other 
motives, have been induced to pursue a different conduct, 
may have present safety ; but then, as it must be at the ex- 
pense of their honour, it is not likely that there will be 
found many of them who will choose to pay such a price 
for such a consideration ; nor is it probable, if they should, 
that they would meet with your approbation. 

MESSAGE TO THE GOVERNOUR FROM THE COUNCIL. 

Council Chamber, December 4, 1775. 

May it please your Excellency : 

When we consider the uninterrupted harmony which for 
many years hath subsisted between the Governour and 
Council of this Province; when we reflect upon the re- 
peated assurances we have received of your approbation 
of and confidence in our unwearied endeavours zealously 
to discharge the duties of our station ; and as we flatter 
ourselves the constant tenor of our conduct towards your 
Excellency has ever manifested the most respectful regard 
to your person and station ; it is with no small degree of pain 
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and regret we find ourselves constrained to lay before your 
Excellency some observations on the reply you were pleased 
to make to the Council's address in answer to your speech 
at the opening of the present session of Assembly ; more 
especially at this unhappy period, when even the appear- 
ance of disunion between the several branches of the Le- 
gislature ought carefully to be avoided. Your reply, Sir, 
though rather darkly penned, contains, we apprehend, some 
reflections and innuendoes which our consciences tell us we 
do not deserve, and which we cannot, therefore, with hon- 
our, or due regard to our station, pass unnoticed. 

Your Excellency was pleased, in your speech, to ask us 
whether we could answer for your personal safety. We 
replied, in our address, in such plain and open language as 
we thought could not have been misunderstood, could not 
have admitted any doubt or cavil, nor the most distant hint 
of subterfuge, that you and the other officers of the Crown 
are, in our apprehension, perfectly safe in this Province. 
From persons who have too much at stake not to dread 
the consequence of a total subversion of Government, order, 
and authority ; who, while they lament the publick disor- 
ders of the present times, are anxiously studious to lessen 
their effects on the inhabitants of this Province, such a de- 
claration might, we think, have been received with joy and 
gladness by your Excellency, rather than with insinuations 
of your doubts and apprehensions, drawn from the language 
of Associations, the orders and resolutions of Congresses 
and Committees, or from the effects of either of them, in 
this or the neighbouring Colonies. We trusted that you 
would have congratulated us on tlie degree of serenity still 
existing in this Province, rather than damp our hopes by 
foreboding what may happen here from what has happened 
elsewhere, or by throwing an unworthy reflection on the 
inhabitants of this Province, in supposing that such offi- 
cers of the Crown who have or shall conscientiously dis- 
charge their duty need be under any doubts of the protec- 
tion, support, and applause of the people. 

It is not necessary or proper for us to extend our views 
to other Colonies, in order to form our sentiments or opin- 
ions of the conduct and behaviour of officers of the Crown. 
With respect to Crown officers in general in this Province, 
we cannot but think it an ungenerous insinuation that there 
are any who have departed from the line of their duty, from 
the impulse of timidity or other motives, in view to present 
safety. Such aspersions, permit us to say, ought not to be 
thrown out, but on the surest grounds that such characters 
really exist-amongst us. 

If the return for the affection and regard which your 
Excellency acknowledges you have experienced from all 
ranks of people in this Province is to be general calumny 
and detraction, it is not likely there will be found many 
who will choose to pay " such a price for such a considera- 
tion." 

We promised ourselves that the experience you have 
long had of our zeal in the cause of publick justice, the 
honour of Government, and support of the Constitution, 
might have induced more confidence in our assertions than 
the language of your reply seems to convey. However, 
Sir, if ever we again have the honour of a reply from you 
to an address, we trust, that whilst the Council of Aew- 
Jersfy preserve a conduct which calumny dares not openly 
asperse, though they should happen to differ in opinion 
with your Excellency as to the real circumstances of the 
Province, they will escape every insinuation of subterfuge 
or insincerity ; which, however applicable to secret foes, 
must be heard with disdain by the known friends and real 
well-wishers to this Country. 



MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOUR TO THE COUNCIL. 

December 6, 1715. 

Gentlemen : The uninterrupted harmony which has sub- 
sisted between me and the Council has been one of the most 
satisfactory events of my administration. It has been my 
constant inclination and endeavour to preserve it by every 
means consistent with my duty. My conduct to you, as 
a body and as individuals, has ever been such as to mani- 
fest a disposition to oblige you as far as was in my power. 
If this has been hitherto the case, which I believe none 
of you will deny, it is not probable that I should, at this 
unhappy period, wantonly, and without cause, do any thing 



that might endanger that harmony, or occasion " even the 
appearance of disunion." Why you should therefore, of 
a sudden, apprehend that I meant, in my reply to your 
address, to cast any reflections on your conduct, I can- 
not conceive. If my expressions are, as you say, darkly 
penned, that circumstance might have afforded you a just 
pretence for asking an explanation, but surely not for an un- 
hesitating application to yourselves of any matter " which 
your consciences tell you that you do not deserve." 

Your address was perfectly satisfactory to me, except 
that part in which you gave your opinion respecting the 
personal safety of the officers of this Government. 1 should 
have been very happy if 1 could have joined you in that 
opinion, and should not then have failed congratulating 
you on so joyful an occasion. It did not appear to me 
that it was warranted by the circumstances really existing 
in the Province, and it evidently carried with it an impli- 
cation that the degree of apprehension mentioned in my 
speech was ill founded. As nothing was further from my 
intentions than the exciting of false alarms, I did not choose 
to lie even under the suspicion. On that account, I thought 
it necessary to particularize some of the reasons which in- 
duced me to differ in sentiments with you on that point. 
Whether you or I have the best grounds for our opinion, 
others will judge. I expressed not the least doubt of your 
thinking the opinion you have just and right, but I thought 
it proper, at the same time, to assure you that I could not 
agree with you in that opinion, " without being guilty of a 
subterfuge, which gentlemen of your candour must disap- 
prove." Why you should, from these words, suppose that 
I meant a distant hint that you had been guilty of such 
a subterfuge, I cannot imagine ; especially as your " con- 
sciences tell you that you do not deserve it." Nor can I 
conceive that you have the least pretence for taxing me 
with " throwing an unworthy reflection on the inhabitants 
of this Province." Whatever I may think applicable 
to some individuals on the present occasion, 1 have said 
nothing which can, without manifest pei version of my 
words, be applied to the people at large. My real opinion 
of them, and my confidence in their affection and regard, 
are too fully and clearly expressed in my speech, (and my 
conduct has been conformable thereto,) not to defeat any 
purpose that may be intended by such an unworthy sug- 
gestion. 

Though I think as favourable of the Crown officers in 
general in this Province as you can do, yet I am not able 
to comprehend that it must therefore be an " ungenerous 
insinuation" to intimate that some of them may have been 
induced, by timidity or other motives, to "depart from 
the line of their duty." That some have actually departed 
from the line of their duty, from some motives or other, 
is a matter too publickly known to justify any attempt at 
concealment, particularly as you have at this session ad- 
vised me to suspend one of the most considerable of them 
from his office, on that account only. 

I entirely agree with you, that " aspersions ought not to 
be thrown out but on the surest grounds." Why then, 
have you, without any foundation whatever, thrown out 
that a "general calumny and detraction" on "all ranks of 
people in this Province" is to be found in my reply? Is 
it because I there told you that "it is not likely that there 
will be found many of them who will choose to pay such 
a price (as their honour) for such a consideration " as their 
safety? Or is it because 1 said that it was not " probable 
(if they should) that they would meet with your approba- 
tion ?" Or is it merely to give you some pretence for in- 
troducing an otherwise inapplicable quotation? 

Far be it from me, however we may differ in sentiments 
on particular points, to pretend any doubt of your zeal in 
the cause "of publick justice, the honour of Government, 
and support of the Constitution." Iliave never given the 
least intimation of the kind; but, on the contrary, I have 
had frequent occasion, and never omitted any "opportunity 
of signifying my approbation of your conduct. Even the 
reply at which you have so causelessly uken offence coht 
tains " my hearty thanks for the assurances you gave me 
of your readiness to exert yourselves in the defence of tlie 
Constitution," &,c. But if you expect an implicit "confi- 
dence in your assertions," even when they may happen to 
appear to me evidently not well founded, you expect more 
than is possible for you to obtain. 1 ever wish you to o-ive 
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me your sentiments fully and freely on all occasions. They 
will always have weight with me, if not too repugnant to 
my judgment. But if, from my own knowledge of things, 
I entertain a different opinion, I shall not hesitate to tell 
you so, nor to give you my reasons, even though I should 
be previously certain that my expressions would be again 
tortured for reflections and innuendoes never intended. 

Were it proper for me to mention here the steps I took, 
in a private way, to prevent all cause of dissatisfaction on 
account of the exceptionable part of your address, before 
it was presented in form, no one could be at the least loss 
to determine which of us have given the strongest proofs 
of a sincere disposition to avoid " even the appearance of 
disunion." But of this circumstance, though well known 
to some of your members, you, as a body, may, perhaps, 
with a specious propriety, declare yourselves " totally igno- 



rant. 



William Franklin. 



GOVEKNOUK. FRANKLIN TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH. 

[Secret and confidyntial.] 

Perth-Ainboy, January 5, 177C. 

My Lord : I did myself the honour to write to your 
Lordship on the 3d of last month, from Burlington, and 
to enclose copies of my speech, and the Council and As- 
sembly's addresses, at the opening of the session of Gene- 
ral Assembly, together with sundry other papers. The 
minutes of the Assembly not being yet printed, I enclose 
the written copy of them, which 1 received daily from the 
clerk during the session. 

Several petitions were presented to the Assembly, pray- 
ing them to disconrnge any attempt to promote an Indepen- 
cy on Great Britain, and that they would grant the support 
for His Majesty's Government, in this Colony, as usual. 
Their resolves, respecting the first, your Lordship will see 
in their minutes of November 28, which are nearly similar 
to those before passed in the Assembly of Pennsylvania, on 
the like occasion.. It seems, indeed, to be the general 
opinion of those with whom I converse, that the majority 
of people, in both Provinces, are greatly averse to an In- 
dependency, and, if they could once be convinced that 
their present leaders have such intentions, would imme- 
diately unite to oppose thern in every such attempt. But 
the danger seems to be that the design will be carried on 
by such degrees, and under such pretences, as not to be 
perceived. by the people, in general, till too late for resist- 
ance. That some have such designs, is too evident from 
the publications in those newspapers which are more im- 
mediately under the influence of the Congress and their 
adherents, if not by the system of measures which have 
been uniformly pursued by them. Some of those papers 
I enclose for your Lordship's perusal. 

The Assembly granted the usual support of Government, 
but they evaded complying at present with His Majesty's 
requisition to them on that subject, communicated in my 
Message of the 21st of November. The reasons they 
thought proper to give, for their non-compliance, are con- 
tained in their Message of the 6th of December, which 
being the day they were to bo prorogued, agreeably to their 
and the. Council's request, I did not think it expedient to 
delay the session longer, merely on that account, or I 
should have pointed out the absurdity and insufficiency of 
those reasons. However, I shall not fail doing it at the 
next session, when, perhaps, it may be of some service, 
which. there was, no probability of its being at the last. 

By the minutes of December 5, your Lordship will per- 
ceive that the Assembly bad it in their intentions to peti- 
tion His Majesty again on the subject of the present un- 
happy disputes ; but after the draught of an address was 
prepared, which would probably have passed the House, 
a Committee of the General Congress at Philadelphia 
came in great haste to Burlington, desired admittance into 
the Assembly, which .being granted, they harangued the 
House for about an hour on the subject, and persuaded 
them to drop the design. That your Lordship may have 
some idea of the arguments they used on this occasion, I 
have obtained a copy of the notes taken by a gentleman 
present, which contain the substance of the speech of Mr. 
Dickinson, of Philadelphia. The other members of the 
Committee were Mr. Jay, of Neiv-York, and Mr. Wythe, 
of Virginia. 1 have not seen the draught of the address, 



but I am told that it contained some plan or proposals for 
an accommodation, and that it was this part which alarmed 
the Congress, and occasioned them to take so extraordinary 
a step to prevent its being sent ; they being of opinion that 
no Colony ought to presume to make separate proposals, 
or to take separate measures, on the present occasion, but 
to leave the whole to their management. 

A day or two before the end of the session, I received 
a very unexpected attack from the Council. The pretence 
was, an expression in my reply to their address ; but as the 
expression alluded to was very far from warranting any such 
interpretation, I cannot but imagine it was intended merely 
ad populum. However, if that was their aim, they have 
been greatly disappointed, for the purport and language of 
their Message is much disapproved by all ranks of people. 
Even one of the members of Assembly, who is far from 
being a friend of mine, speaking of it in the House, called 
it "an unwarrantable, ungenerous, and ungentlemanly at- 
tack on the Govemour." The truth is, as I have reason 
to believe, that three of the leading members of the Coun- 
cil are strongly inclined to favour the measures of the Con- 
gress, and that the rest who were present have a leaning 
the same way, except two or three, at most, and even these 
think it necessary to their safety to observe a kind of trim- 
ming conduct. A seeming difference, therefore, with the 
Governour, who publickly and privately avowed his dis- 
approbation of those measures, world be likely to answer 
their purpose at such a time as the present. My situation 
is, indeed, somewhat particular, and not a little difficult, 
having no more than one or two, among the principal offi- 
cers of Government, to whom I can now speak confiden- 
tially on publick affairs. 

Notwithstanding the declarations of the Council and As- 
sembly, in their addresses, with regard to the perfect safety 
of the officers of the Crown in ibis Province, yet, in less 
than a fortnight after the session was over, two Judges and 
one Justice of the Peace, who live in three different Coun- 
ties, have been seized by order of Committees, and one of 
them is a member of the Assembly. What is to be their 
fate I know not ; but I cannot learn that they are even 
charged with having taken any active part against the 
measures of the Congress, though they have refused sign- 
ing Associations, and spoke against some of their proceed- 
ings- _ 

J have suspended William Alexander, Esq., (claiming 
to be and commonly called Earl of Stirling,) from the 
Council, until His Majesty's pleasure shall be known. The 
reasons will appear in the minutes of Privy Council, now 
copying, and which will be transmitted by the next packet. 
If His Majesty shall think proper to remove him, 1 shall 
then recommend such person as I may think most suitable 
to serve the Crown in that capacity. 

Since correspondence by letter is become so precarious, 
and, indeed, dangerous, 1 obtain very little more intelli- 
gence of publick matters than what is to be found in the 
newspapers. But I find it is generally believed that the 
Congress have well-grounded assurances of assistance from 
France, if not from Spain, and that they are determined 
to apply for foreign aid, if they find Government likely to 
employ foreign troops against them. Tt is certain that they 
meet with little or no difficulty in getting powder, &c, from 
the French Islands, and I have reason to think it is with 
the connivance of the French Governours there. It is also 
suggested that the French Ambassador, in England, has 
immediate and full intelligence of what passes in the Privy 
or Cabinet Council, and conveys the same to some person 
in London, connected with America. It has been likewise 
intimated that a French fleet is expected in the River St. 
Laurence, as early as the season will admit; and we have 
certain intelligence of a considerable body of French Troops 
being arrived in the West-Indies. 

Enclosed is a copy of a paper said to be wrote in New- 
England, and sent to all the sea-coast Towns in North- 
America, to persuade the people to suffer their Towns to 
be destroyed, rather than supply the King's ships with 
provisions. 

In Sussex County, in this Province, there are, I am told, 
a considerable body of people who aTe culled Tories, and, 
it is said, they have been lately furnishing themselves with 
arms and ammunition, and that the Committee of Safety 
are to meet next Tuesday, at Princeton, to coivsult on mea- 
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sures for disarming them, &tc. The Provincial Congress 
here have given leave to some persons to export country 
produce, on condition of importing the value in powder 
and other military stores. A copy of one of their resolves 
for that purpose is enclosed. I have no doubt but a great 
quantity will be smuggled into some of the harbours on the 
New-Jersey shore, from Sandy-Hook to Cape-May, par- 
ticularly into Barnegat, Little and Great Egg Harbour, 
unless prevented by the King's ships. 

Two of the New-Jersey Delegates to the Continental 
Congress (Messrs. Kinsey and De Hart) have resigned 
their seats, on pretence of inconveniency ; but it is gene- 
rally attributed to apprehension of danger. I enclose a 
copy of the latter's resignation, that your Lordship may 
have an opportunity of seeing what extravagant ideas of 
the measures of Government these men endeavour to in- 
stil into the minds of the people. 

For further information, respecting the publick transac- 
tions in this and the other Colonies, I must beg leave to 
refer your Lordship to the enclosed newspapers, and to 
the printed journal of the proceedings of the Congress, 
sent herewith. 

The Assembly did not think proper to make any further 
attack on me, on account of the extract of my letter to 
your Lordship, printed in the Parliamentary Register ; for 
which theyTiave given some reasons (probably not the true 
ones) in their minutes of November 30. But I am told 
that they have obtained a copy of the whole of that letter, 
though only a part was laid before Parliament. By what 
means this has been done, I cannot learn ; but I find it is 
suspected that it has been obtained by some management 
of Mr. De Berdt, and that this has been one reason for the 
Assembly's appointing him their agent. I think it proper 
to give your Lordship this hint, as it is represented by his 
friends here that he has some share of your Lordship's 
confidence and regard, though, perhaps, without any just 
foundation. At any rate, as I have no doubt but some 
measures will be, if they are not already taken, to influ- 
ence clerks in office, I hope this letter will be communi- 
cated only to His Majesty's most confidential servants. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect and 
regard, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient and most 
humble servant, Wm> Franklin . 

Right Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, &c, &c. 

[Papers enclosed in the preceding Letter from Governour Franklin to 
the Earl of Dartmouth.] 

PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The Petition of divers Freeholders of the County of Bur- 
lington respectfully sheweth : 
That your Petitioners are deeply impressed with a sense 
of the calamitous state of publick affairs, in the unhappy 
contest which at present subsists between Great Britain 
and her Colonies. That they sincerely lament that either 
Country should dwell so much on their own dignity or 
importance as to delay, for one moment, to make such rea- 
sonable propositions as should lead to a happy reconcilia- 
tion of the present differences. That your Petitioners are 
greatly alarmed at the sentiments of independency which 
are openly avowed by too many people at this time; your 
Petitioners conceiving that, should such an event take place, 
the consequence would be the destruction of the interests 
of the whole British Empire, and a perpetual bar to every 
door of peace and reconciliation between the Parent State 
and the Cojonjesj That your Petitioners conceive that the 
expenses_of the opposition, against the oppressive measures 
of the British Ministry and Parliament, will fall most heavy 
on the landed interest, being the only permanent estate ; 
and that your Petitioners, as a part of that interest, have 
an undoubted right to be heard, and their reasonable re- 
quests considered, with that attention which their situation 
particularly merits. That, in the opinion of your petition- 
ers, an effectual opposition may be made against the mea- 
sures now pursuing by the Ministry and Parliament of 
Great Britain, without changing the constitutional form of 
Government, in the British Empire established ; and that 
your Petitioners have not the least desire that the union of 
the Colonies, in that opposition, should be broken, which 
they think the establishment of an independency would 
effect. That as the King has objected to the receiving of 
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the Petition of the Congress, (as we suppose,) because it 
did not come through the accustomed and constitutional 
channel, with due submission to the honourable House, it 
is the sense of your Petitioners that that mode ought to be 
tried, and the reasons why we cannot accede to the propo- 
sition of the House of Commons, on the 20th day of Feb- 
ruary last, should modestly be set forth ; at the same time 
declaring our desire of a perpetual union, and our willing- 
ness to contribute our just proportion to the support of the 
whole Empire, according to the utmost of our ability, when- 
ever constitutionally required so to do. 

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your honourable 
House will take into consideration the subject-matter of this 
Petition, and make such resolves as may discourage an in- 
dependency, should such a measure be attempted, and also 
make such provision for the support of the civil Govern- 
ment of this Colony as heretofore ; your Petitioners hereby 
making their solemn protest against the change of the form 
of Government, as by law established, and declaring that 
it is not, nor never was their intention to vest any Congress 
or body of men whatsoever with that power. 

John Monrow, Aaron Barton, 

Ch. Ph. Hughes, Samuel Clark, 

Thomes Shinn, Jacob Parker, 

Aaron Smith, John Powell, 

William Budd, Thomas Lee, 

Mahlon Gaskill, Aaron Atkinson, 

Aq_uila Shinn, Jabez Woolston, 

Thomas Paxson, Joseph Burr, Jun., 

Joseph Mullen, John Comfort, 

Joseph Weaver, William West, 

William Norton, Thomas Hunloke, 

Joseph Butterworth, Hosea Eyre, 
Josiah White, Henry Burr, 

Francis Vinecomb, Samuel Swain, 
George West, Daniel Shields, 

Aaron Wills, Thomas Budd, Jun. 



notes of What Mr. Dickinson said before the hc-tjse 
of assembly.* " 

(The words scored are his own words.) 

He began with informing the House that the Congress, 
alarmed at the reports of the House going to petition the 
King, had taken' the matter into their serious considera- 
tion; the result was, that he and his colleagues were de- 
puted by Congress to wait on the House. He then began 
with the first Congress; their first meeting to appease the 
disorders occasioned by oppressive acts of Parliament ; 
their humble Petition and Declaratim of Rights, which 
was approved by all America, particularly T)y thlsTTouse, 
which adopted, in great part, the very words ; but The Con- 
gress petition was rejected, and Britain preparedjbr war. 
She had been taught to believe_ we_ were a rope of sand, 
and would not fight. To divide jus, the resolution of the 
20th of February was sent out, which Congress rejected, 
Pennsylvania rejected, and this House, to their honour, in 
a most manly manner, in their excellent address to their 
Governour. In the spring, GenevWUage sent a detach- 
ment to Lexington, which, without cause, put to death 
some Americans ; but, in the end, they were forced to re- 
treat shamefully. 

When the new Congress met, a general ferment was raised 
through the Colonies, and an universal union. Had the Con- 
gress then drawn the sword, and thrown away the scabbard, 
all lovers of liberty, all honest and virtuous men, would have 
applauded them; but they again humbly "petitioned, sent it 
by the Hon.Mr. Penn, which he would not have the House 
believe was rejected, because no answer was given. J3aid 
no answer wa? ever given to petitions unless received on 
the throne; said that the conduct of Parliament and^Ad- 
ministration would be the only answer; suggested! that it 
was received, and some proposals or an act. of .Parliament 
would be the consequence. He then went on : TBui it 
was necessary to convince Britain, that we would fight, 
and were not a rope of sand. Therefore, an Army was 
formed, fyc. Expedition against Canada, ^c. Success at- 
tended us every where. The savages, who were to' be let 
loose to murder ow women and cMQrm, were our friends ; 
the Canadians fought in our cause; and Canada, from 
whence armies were to overrun us, is conquered in as few 

18 



1875 



COUNCIL OF NEW-JERSEY, DECEMBER, 1775. 



1876 



months as it took Britain years. We have nothing to fear 
but from Europe, three thousand miles distant; but a Coun- 
try so united cannot be conquered. 

The eyes of all Europe are upon us. Until this contro- 
versy, the strength and importance of this Country were 
not known. The nations of Europe look with jealous 
eyes on the struggle. Britain has natural enemies — 
France and Spain. Should we be unsuccessful in (he next 
campaign, France will not sit still and suffer Britain to 
conquer. He then bragged of our success and courage. 
Said nothing would bring Britain to terms but unity and 
bravery. That all Britain wanted was to procure separate 
petitions, which we should avoid. It would break our 
union. We would become a rope of sand, he repeated, 
as if to frighten ; that neither mercy nor justice was to be 
expected from Britain. He again complimented the House 
on their former petition and noble answer to the Govemour, 
m their address on the resolution of the 20th of February, 
and entreated us not to petition, but rest on out former pe- 
tition and that of United America. He spoke more than 
half an hour. 

Mr. Jay said we had nothing to expect from the mercy 
or justice of Britain. That petitions were now not the 
means; vigour and unanimity the only means. That the 
petition of United America, presented by Congress, ought 
to be relied on, others unnecessary, and hoped the House 
would not think otherwise. He spoke about twelve minutes. 

Mr. Wythe spoke about eight minutes, to the same pur- 
pose. 

reasons why the americans should not furnish the 
king's ships with provisions, wrote by some person 
in nevv^england, and sent to all the sea-port 
towns, 0ct0bxk, 1775. 

1. The inconsistency of fitting out privateers, at a great 
expense, to intercept ships laden with provisions for the 
enemy, and at the same time recommending it to each par- 
ticular sea-port Town to furnish, at least not to prevent 
them from furnishing the men of war with all provisions 
and necessaries, is so manifest that it would be idle to dwell 
upon it. 

2. If it be said that it is prudent, by this act of com- 
pliance, to save the Towns from cannonade, it may be 
answered, the men of war will certainly make further de- 
mands, and, on the same principles, their demands must be 
complied with. 

3. Is it not reasonable to suppose, when the ministerial 
instruments reap such fruits from their menaces, that they 
will point out_ to their masters the weak part of America, 
and, consequently, that they will be encouraged to persist 
in their plan ? 

4. IsJt not probable, or almost certain, if one Town bids 
them defiance, that the rest would be ashamed not to fol- 
low the example? and, vice versa, if the sanction of the 
Congress - is given to any degree of compliance and sub- 
mission to tfteir terms, is it not probable that some one 
Town will avail Itself of the sanction, and extend their 
complacency in proportion to the magnitude of the threats ? 
That another and another will plead precedent, and thus, 
ultimately, the enemy will be enabled, by our own assist- 
ance, to continue the war to our destruction ? 

5. Is it not certain that if once the spirit prevails, of 
denying every kind of refreshment to the ships of war, they 
cannot possibly keep their station ; that diseases and deser- 
tions of the crews would, in a short time, unman the fleet, 
and, consequently, the distresses of America be brought to 
a speedy issue? but, if it becomes an established rule to fur- 
nish the ships with necessaries, may not the war and dis- 
tresses of America be prolonged ad infinitum! 

(5. Is it, in fact, a clear case that ships of war can, with 
so great facility, destroy sea-port Towns ? If, indeed, they 
have force sufficient to land,* they may effect this destruc- 
tion ; but those who suppose it can be done by dint of can- 
nonade must be very little acquainted with the effects of 
cannon. __CanrioT) make a formidable noise to ears unused 
to the sound ; but Towns will receive inconsiderable damage 
from the utmost fury of any ships of war which can come 
into our harbours. 

But, in our present circumstances, (taking it for granted 

* They effected the burning of Falmouth, a wooden Town, partly by 
landing Marines. 



that ships and cannon can work all this mischief,) is it not 
necessary to inculcate the principle of making partial sac- 
rifices for the general good ? for, if this principle is not 
established, could a poor defenceless Town be censured 
for submission to any terms; which their lords may choose 
to dictate ? 

Would any circumstances so effectually reduce the Mi- 
nistry to despair, as showing an indifference about the ex- 
istence or destruction of our Towns? 

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF TFfE PROVINCIAL CON- 
GRESS OF NEW- JERSEY. 

Application having been made to this Congress, by Mr. 
Richard Westcott, of Gloucester County, For leave to freight 
a Vessel to some foreign port, with the produce of this 
Qplony, to purchase Gunpowder and other military stores 
for the use of this Province, offering to give sufficient se- 
curity that the nett proceeds of such produce shall be laid 
out in the purchase of such Powder and military stores ; 
the whole thereof to be landed in this Colony, (the dan- 
ger of the seas and enemies only excepted,) and that this 
Congress or the Committee of Safety are to have the elec- 
tion to purchase the same : And this Congress having taken 
the said proposal into consideration, and the same appear- 
ing not to be repugnant to, but strictly consistent with the 
spirit and design of the Resolves of the Continental Con- 
gress for encouraging the importation of those necessary 
articles ; and proposals of this nature^ rTder certain i restric- 
tions as to the number of Vessels to be employed on this 
occasion, appearing to this Congress to be of publick utility 
at this "critical time: It is, therefore, unanimously 

Resolved, That Mr. Westcott's proposals be accepted, 
provided that sufficient security be given ToYbe Committee 
of the County of Gloucester, that the same be punctually 
and duly complied with, (subject, nevertheless, to the above 
exceptions,) and that no other Goods or Merchandise, of 
any sort, be imported In such Vessel. 

Mr. Richard Somers having made the same proposals, 
subject to the same conditions as above, it is therefore 
ordered, unanimously, that Mr. So7ners's proposals be also 
accepted. 

MR. DE HART'S RESIGNATION. 

Elizabethtown, November 13, 1775. 

Gentlemen of the General Assembly of the Colony of New- 
Jersey : 

Your resolution, of the 24th of January past, having 
appointed me, with others, to attend the Continental Con- 
gress of the Colonies, then intended to be held at Phi- 
ladelphia, in May following, with instructions to propose 
and agree to every constitutional measure for the accom- 
modation of the unhappy differences then subsisting be- 
tween our Mother Country and the Colonies: In obedi- 
ence to the said resolution, with the other gentlemen, I 
attended the said Congress, but have not been able, by any 
reasonable and constitutional measure, to obtain that ac- 
commodation so ardently wished for by the House ; on the 
contrary, His Majesty seemeth to have turned a deaf ear to 
all the supplications of his loyal Colonists, and his Ministers 
and Parliament have denounced vengeance against all those 
in America who refuse absolute submission to acts of Par- 
liament, in all cases whatsoever, and have caused the blood 
of numbers of His Majesty's most loyal American subjects 
to be spilled, which, with other arbitrary and barbarous ac- 
tions, hath compelled the Colonies to arm in their own de- 
fence, and hath brought them to the verge of a civil war 
with the Parent State ; so that all prospect of procuring an 
accommodation, by constitutional measures, seemeth to be 
nearly at an end. 

The peculiar circumstances of my family hath prevented 
me from attending the Congress for some time past ; and 
the same still continuing, renders it uncertain when I shall 
be able to attend. This and other reasons, needless to be 
mentioned, induces me earnestly to desire and request that 
the honourable House will now be pleased to appoint 
another to attend the Continental Congress in my stead. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obliged and most obedient 
humble servant, T _ „ 

John De Hart. 
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CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia, Tuosday, September 5, 1775. 

Agreeable to adjournment, a number of the Members met; 
but there not being sufficient to enter upon business, the 
Congress was adjourned from day to day until Wednesday, 
the 13th. 

Wednesday, September 13, 1775. 

The Congress met according to adjournment. 

The Province of Georgia, having appointed Delegates 
to represent them in Congress, and three of the said Dele- 
gates attending, their Credentials were produced, read, and 
approved, as follows : 

" Georgia. 

"The alarming and critical situation of affairs upon the 
Continent of America having, at length, roused the atten- 
tion of tills Province, and the several inhabitants thereof 
being desirous of uniting with their Sister Colonies in 
the great and important cause, a general election was held 
throughout the Province, for Delegates to sit in Provin- 
cial Congress ; and the said Delegates having so met in 
Savannah, on the fourth day of July, proceeded upon the 
consideration of such business as appeared to be fit and 
necessary; and, among other things, they made choice of 
five Delegates to represent this Province in the Grand Con- 
tinental Congress, now sitting in Philadelphia, viz : Archi- 
bald Bullock, Esq., John Houston, Esq., the Rev. Dr. 
Zubly, Noble Wimberly Jones , Esq., and Lyman Hall, Esq. 
Now, therefore, be it known, and we, the several Delegates 
for the different Parishes and Districts in this Province, in 
Provincial Congress assembled, do hereby declare the said 
Archibald Bullock and John Houston, Esqrs., the Rev. Dr. 
Zubly, Noble Wimberly Jones and Lyman Hall, Esqrs., duly 
and fairly elected as the Delegates for this Province; and 
we do authorize_and require the said Archibald Bullock and 
John Houston, Esqrs., the Rev. Dr. Zubly, Noble Wimber- 
ly Jones and Lyman Hall, Esqrs., or any three of them, 
immediately to repair to the said City of Philadelphia, and 
there to take their seats, as the Representatives of the Pro- 
vince of [Georgia, in the General Congress now sitting, to do, 
transact, join, and concur with the several Delegates from 
the other Colonies and Provinces upon this Continent, 
in aTl such matters and things as shall appear eligible and fit, 
at this alarming time, for the preservation and defence of 
our rights and liberties, and for the restoration of harmony, 
upon constitutional principles, between Great Britain and 
America. 

" And we give and grant to the said Archibald Buttock 
and John Houston, Esqrs., the Rev. Dr. Zubly, Noble 
Wimberly Jones and Lyman Hall, Esqrs., or any three of 
them, in whose fidelity, honour, and ability, we very much 
confide, our full and whole power in the premises ; and do 
promise and engage, in behalf of ourselves and our consti- 
tuents, respectively, (the inhabitants of the Province of 
Georgia,) under the sacred ties of virtue, honour, and love 
of our Country, to abide by, enforce, and carry into execu- 
tion, or endeavour, at the risk and expense of life and 
property, so to do, all and whatsoever our said Delegates, or 
any three of them, in concurrence with the rest of the 
Delegates from the several Colonies and Provinces upon 
this Continent, shall resolve and agree upon, or as shall 
be agreed and resolved upon by the said Continental Con- 
gress, now sittingln Philadelphia aforesaid, while our said 
Delegates, or any three of them, shall be so sitting. 

"Signed in Provincial Congress, this 15th day of July, 
1775, by fifty-three Members." 

The Delegates from Virginia, appointed by a Conven- 
tion of thai Colony, at Richmond, August 11, 1775, pro- 
duced their Credentials, which were read and approved, as 
follows : 

"Virginia, in Convention, August 11, 1775. 

"The Convention being about to proceed to the choice 
of Deputies to represent this Colony in General Congress, 
Edmund Pendleton, Esq., expressed his most grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the honour done him in two former 
appointments to that important trust, but, on account of 
the declining state of his health, entreated to be excused 
from the present nomination ; which excuse being accept- 
ed, 

"Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this Con- 



vention are justly due to George Washington, Patrick 
Henry, and Edmund Pendleton, Esqrs., three of the worthy 
Deputies who represented this Colony in the late Conti- 
nental Congress, for their faithful discharge of that impor- 
tant trust; and this body are only induced to dispense with 
their future services of the like nature, by the appointment 
of the two former to other offices in the publick service 
incompatible with their attendance on this, and the infirm 
state of health of the latter, 

" The Convention then proceeded to the appointment 
of Deputies to represent this Colony in General Congress, 
for one year, and the members having prepared tickets, 
with the names of the Deputies to be appointed, and put 
the same into the ballot-box, Mr. Robert Carter Nicholas, 
Mr. Cary, Mr. Pendleton, and Mr. Adams, were appointed 
to examine the ballot-box, and report upon whom the ma- 
jority fell, who retired, and after some time, returned into 
Convention, and reported, that they had, according to 
order, examined the ballot-box, and that the numbers ap- 
peared as follows : 

" For the Hon. Peyton Randolph, Esq., - - 89 
" For the Hon. Richard Henry Lee, Esq., - 88 
" For the Hon. Thomas Jefferson, Esq,, - - 85 
" For the Hon. Benjamin Harrison, Esq., - - 83 
"For the Hon- Thomas Nelson, Esq., - - - 66 
" For the Hon. Richard Bland,"Esq., - - - 61 
"For the Hon. George Wythe, Esq., - - - 58 
"Resohed, That the said Peyton Randolph, Richard 
Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Tho- 
mas Nelson, Richard Bland, and George Wythe, Esqrs., 
be appointed Deputies to represent this Colony in Gene- 
ral Congress for one year, and that they have power to meet 
and to adjourn for such tjme_and_io such place or places 
as may be thought most proper. ~ 

"Resolved, That the said Deputies, or any four of them, 
be a sufficient number to represent this Colony. 

" Saturday, August 12, 1775. 

"Richard Bland, Esq., returned this Convention his 
most grateful acknowledgments for the great honour they 
had pleased a third time to confer on him, by appointing 
him one of the Deputies to represent this Colony in Gene- 
ral Congress, and said that this fresh instance of their 
approbation was sufficient for an old man, almost deprived 
of sight, whose greatest ambition had ever been to receive 
the plaudit of his Country, whenever he should retire from 
the publick stage of life : That the honourable testimony 
he lately received of this approbation, joined with his pre- 
sent appointment, should ever animate him, as far as he was 
able, to support the glorious cause in which America is now 
engaged, but that his advanced age rendered him incapable 
of taking an active part in those weighty and important 
concerns which must necessarily be agitated in the great 
Council of the United Colonies; and therefore begging leave 
to decline the honour they had been pleased to confer on 
him, and desiring that some person, more fit and able, might 
supply his place. 

" Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this Con- 
vention are justly due to the said Richard Bland, Esq., 
one of the worthy Deputies who represented this Colony 
in the late Continental Congress, for his faithful discharge 
of that important trust, and this body are only induced to 
dispense with his future services of the like nature, on ac- 
count of his advanced age. 

" Tuesday, August 15, 1775. 

" The Convention proceeded to the appointment of a 
Deputy to represent this Colony in Ueneral Congress, in 
the room of Richard Bland, Esq., who hath resigned ; and 
the members having prepared tickets, with the name of the 
Deputy to be appointed, a Committee was_ appointed to 
examine the ballot-box, and report on whom the majority 
fell; who retired, and after some time, reported that^the 

numbers stood as follows: ; ; 

" Francis Lightfoot Lee, Esq., - - - - - 37 
" Carter Braxton, Esq., - - - --"-...» 36 
" Resolved, That the said Francis Lightfoot Lee, Esq., 
be appointed a Deputy to represent this Colony in General 
Congress. 

"John Tazewell, Clerk of the Convention." 

Also, the Delegates from Maryland, having been re- 
appointed by the Convention of their Colony at Annapolis, 
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26th July, 1775, produced their Credentials, which were 
read and approved : 

" At a meeting of the Delegates appointed by the several 
Counties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of An- 
napolis, on Wednesday, the 26th of July, 1775, and con- 
tinued till the 14th day of August, in the same year : 

" Resolved, That the Honourable Matthew Tilghman, 
Esq., and Thomas Johnson, Jun., Robert Goldsborough, 
William Paca, Samuel Chase, Thomas Stone, and John 
Hall, Esqrs., or any three or more of them, be Deputies 
to represent this Province in Continental Congress ; and 
that they, or any three or more of them, have full and 
ample power to consent and agree to all measures which 
such Congress shall deem necessary and effectual to obtain 
a redress of American grievances; and, further, we do 
authorize our said Deputies to represent and act for this 
Province in any Continental Congress which may be held 
before the 25th day of March next. 

" G. Duvaix, Clerk." 

The Congress being informed that only 172,520 Dollars 
were transmitted to the Paymaster-General for the use of 
the Army in the Massachusetts- Bay, and that the General 
was under great difficulty for want of Money : 

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennsylvania do im- 
mediately send, under a proper guard, to the Paymaster- 
General, for the use of the Army in the Massachusetts- 
Ray, the sum of 527,4S0 Dollars, which, with that sent, 
will make up the sum of 700,000 Dollars voted at the last 
session. 

Sundry Letters, received during (he recess of Congress, 
were produced and read, viz: 

Two from General Washington, Nos. 4 and 5, with sun- 
dry enclosed papers; four from General Schuyler, 16th and 
21st of July, and 2d and 31st of August, with sundry pa- 
pers enclosed. 

One from TVlessrs. L. Morris and J. Wilson, of 6th Sep- 
tember. 

One from G. Bedford, Deputy Mustermaster-General, 
with enclosed papers. 

Also, a Letter from the Deputies of the several Districts 
in Bermuda, dated 12th of August, with an account of the 
Provisions imported and expended in that Island, for three 
years last past, taken from the Custom- House books, and 
an estimate of the Provisions necessary for the support of 
the Inhabitants for one year. 

A Memorial from James Stewart and Samuel Jackson, 
owners of the Ship Friendship, Thomas Jann, master, was 
presented to Congress and read, setting forth that the said 
Ship, on the 28th of August last, sailed from Maryland, 
with a cargo of Tobacco, but being overtaken by the late 
storm, she was driven on shoals and much damaged, and 
got into Hampton Road, with the loss of all her masts ; 
and praying that the Memorialists may be allowed to un- 
load said Ship, and that, after being refitted, she may take 
the cargo on board, and proceed on her voyage. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the above Me- 
morial, 

Resolved, That the said cargo be unloaded under the 
inspection of the Committee of Norfolk, and that the said 
Ship, being refitted, be allowed to take said cargo on board 
again, and proceed on her voyage ; and in case, on exami- 
nation, the said Ship is condemned as unfit for sea, that 
the said cargo be put on board some other Vessel, under 
the inspection of the Committee aforesaid, and exported. 

Information being given to Congress, that Dr. B. Frank- 
lin had on board the Mary Sf Elizabeth, Captain N. Fal- 
coner, from London, sundry cases, containing his Books, 
Papers, and Household Furniture, which were in his use 
when he Jived in London, and which were imported for his 
own use, and not for sale ; and it being submitted to the 
consideration of the Congress, whether such importation is 
comprehended within the first article of Association, 

Resolved, That such importation is not to be compre- 
hended within the meaning of the said first article of the 
Association, and that the said Books, Papers, and Furni- 
ture, may be landed and delivered to the owner. 

A Memorial from the Committee of the County of West- 
moreland, in the Province of Pennsylvania, wa,s presented 
and read. - 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 



Thursday, Septomber 14, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A number of Letters received by several members during 
the recess of Congress, being produced, were read, viz: 

One, a Letter from Joseph Hawley, excusing his not 
acting as a Commissioner ht Indian affairs, on account of 
his bad state of health. 

Second, a Letter from Elisha Phelps, appointed a Com- 
missary for the Northern Army by Governour Trumbull, in 
pursuance of an order of Congress, together with a copy 
of his commission and appointment. 

Third, a Letter from J. Reed, Secretary to General 
Washington, among other things, intimating the desire of 
the General, that the Clothing lately intercepted by the 
Committee of Philadelphia should be forwarded to the 
Camp, for the use of the American Army. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the above Clothing 
be immediately forwarded, under s proper guard, by the 
Delegates for Pennsylvania, to General Washington, for 
the use of the American Army. 

Fourth, a Letter from the Committee of Safety in New- 
York, with an enclosed copy of a Letter from General 
Washington. 

These being taken into consideration, 

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennsylvania prepare 
and lay before the Congress to-morrow, an account of the 
Powder belonging to the Continent, received, and how it 
is disposed of; also, an account of all the Powder now in 
this City. ....]_ ./_ st „„- .... 

On motion, Resolved, That FdwftrdFljmmwg be ap- 
pointed Deputy Adjutant-General _for the Army in the 
New-York or Northern Department, with the rank of a 
Colonel, and that the President n)ajse B puJj m Comjais§ip.n for 
him accordingly, and forward the same by the first oppor- 
tunity. __,_ __^_ t _____ _______ ___ 

Ordered, That the President forward to General Schuy- 
ler four hundred blank Commissions for ihejOfficers in his 
Army, to be by him filled up, agreeable to the order of 
Congress. 

Fifth, sundry Letters from GeneraL&7iMi/fer. The same 
being taken into consideration, 

On motion made, Resolved, That Samuel Stringer, 
Esq., be appointed Director of the Hospital, and Chief 
Physician and Surgeon for the Army in the Northern De- 
partment. 

That the Pay of the said Samuel Stringer, as Director, 
Physician, and Surgeon, be four Dollars per day. 

That he be authorized and have power to appoint a 
number of Surgeon's Mates under him, not exceeding four. 

That the Pay of said Mates be two-thirds o( a Dollar 
per day. 

That the number be not kept in constant pay, unless 
the sick and wounded be so numerous as to require the 
constant attendance of four, and to he diminished as cir- 
cumstances will admit; for which reason the pay is fixed by 
the day, that they may only receive pay for actual service. 

That the Deputy Commissary-General be directed to 
pay Dr. Stringer for the Medicines he has purchased for 
the use of the Army, and that he purchase, and forward 
such other Medicines as General Philip Schuyler shall by 
his warrant direct, for the use of said Army. 

That Mr. Dyer, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Jay, Mr. /. Adams, and 
Mr. Lewis, be a Committee to devise ways and means 
for supplying the Army with Medicines. 

The Delegates for Pennsylvania appointed, at the last 
session, a Committee to settle and pay the expenses in- 
curred for raising and arming the Rifle Companies, as well 
as those incurred in consequence of a Resolve of Congress 
for raising a Company of Hussars, and for Expresses, &c, 
having informed the Congress that, on account of sundry 
difficulties, they had not executed that service, and desired 
that some members from other Colonies, where debts have 
been contracted, may be added : 

Resolved, That Mr. Chase, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Crane, 
Mr, Jay, and Mr. Deane, be added to the Delegates for 
Pennsylvania, and that any five of them be a quorum to 
settle and pay the above accounts, and that they report 
their proceedings to the Congress. 

The Delegates from the Colony of Georgia informed 
the Congress that they were ordered by their constituents 
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to lay before the Congress sundry Papers from that Colo- 
ny ; and the same being produced, were read. 

The Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Northern 
Department having transmitted to Congress the Minutes 
of a Treaty held with the Six Nations, at Albany, in Au- 
gust, the same were read. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
Letter from Messrs. /. Morris and /. Wilson, of the 6th 
instant: 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the enterprise proposed 
in their Letter be not undertaken. 

Resolved, That Colonel Lewis Morris, who is now at 
Pittsburgh, act as a Commissioner for Indian Affairs in the 
Middle Department, at the Treaty proposed to be held 
there on the 20th instant, Dr. B. Franklin, the standing 
Commissioner, not being able to attend. 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, September 15, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Dr. Thomas Walker 
be appointed a Commissioner for Indian Affairs in the 
Middle Department, in the room of Mr. Patrick Henry, 
who has declined that service. 

The Delegates from Georgia informed the Congress, 
that when ihe Convent ion of that Colony agreed to enter 
into the General Association, they resolved, among other 
things, " that if any Vessel arrived from Great Britain, 
between jhe.6thday_ of July and the 6th o( August, the 
Goods imported in them shoujdbe stored, and there re- 
majn until the Congress determined what should be done 
with them," That during that time two Vessels had ar- 
rived wilh_ Goods, which were accordingly stored ; they 
therefore desired the determination of the Congress on 
that matter. 

The Congress taking this matter into consideration, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
o[ Georgia to cause the Cargoes which have arrived there 
from Great Britain or Ireland, between the 6th day of 
July and the 6th day of August, at the election of the 
Proprietors, either to be sent back or sold at publick auc- 
tion ; that outof the moneys arising from such sales, the 
Proprietors or Shippers be paid the prime cost of said 
Cargoes, and all charges attending the same, and that the 
overplus be retained by the said Convention, and by them 
applied toward putting their Province into a posture of 
defence. 

Adjourned till nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, September 16, 1775. 

The Delegates from Neiv-Hampshire appeared, and pro- 
duced their Credentials, which were read and approved, 
as follows : 

" Colony of New-Hampshire. 

"In Congress, at Exeter, August 23, 1775. 
" Voted, That Colonel Josiah Barllett be appointed, in 
the room and stead of John Sullivan, Esq.,, now engaged 
in the Army, in conjunction with Captain John Langdon, 
to represent this Colony in the Congress of the United 
Colonies, at Philadelphia, and that either of them, in the 
absence of the other, have full power to represent this Co- 
lony at said Congress. 

" Matthew Thornton, President. 

" A true copy from the Journal : 

" Attest : E. Thomson, Secretary." 

Mr. McKean laid before the Congress the obligation for 
office, in one hundred thousand Dollars, of Michael Hille- 
gas; also, of the joint Treasurer for the United Colonies 
of North- America, July 31, 1775; also, the obligation of 
George Clymer, the other joint Treasurer, dated July 29, 
delivered, to the President. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Letters 
from Gener^lJPashington, Nqs. 4, 5, and 6; and the same 
being read and considered by paragraphs, and after some 
debate, the further consideration of them was deferred till 
Monday next. 



Resolved, That this Congress will, on Wednesday next, 
take into consideration the state of the Trade of America. 

Adjourned till Monday next, nine o'clock. 

Monday, September 18, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

_ On niotipn made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to contract and agree for the importation and de- 
livery of any quantities of Gunpowder, not exceeding, in 
the whole, five hundred tons; that in case such a quantity 
of Gunpowder cannot be obtained, then to contract for the 
importation of as much Saltpetre, with a proportionable 
quantity of Sulphur, as, with the Powder they may pro- 
cufe,~will mate up the quantity of five Tundrecf tons; that 
the said Committee be empowered to procure forty TJrajis 
Field-Pieces, six-pounders ; that the said Committee be 
empowered to contract for the importation and delivery of 
any number, not exceeding twenty thousand, good, plain 
double-bridjed Musket-Locks ; that the said Committee 
be empowered to contract for the importation oFten thou- 
sand stand of good Arms ; that the said Committee be 
enabled to draw orders on the Continental Treasurers for 
sufficient sums of money to defray the expense of such 
contracts; that the said Committee consist : of nine, five of 
whom to be a quorum ; fhaTlhVbusiness be conducted 
with as much secrecy as the nature of the service will pos- 
sibly admit. 

Resolved, That this Congress will to-morrow proceed 
to the election of the said Committee. 

The Committee appointed to settle the Accounts of the 
Riflemen reported that they had received ancf examined 
the Accounts of Mr, West, and Mr, Do nald son, amounting 
both to 5,303 62-90 Dollars, money "by them advanced 
for the purchase of Rifles and Shirts, fee, for several Com- 
panies, which is regularly charged to the men, and for 
Blankets and Ammunition supplied them on account of 
the Continent. 

Agreed, That the Committee pay the above Accounts. 

An express arriving with Letters from General Schuy- 
ler, dated Isle-aux-Noix, September 8th, which were read, 

Resolved, That the Congress will to-morrow resume the 
consideration of the Letters from General Washington ; 
also, the Letters from General Schuyler. 

Adjourned till to-morrow. ::: 

Tuesday, September 19, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Congress took into consideration the Letters re- 
ceived yesterday by express from General Schuyler. 

Upon motion made, Ordered, That the Secretary pub- 
lish an authentick account of the intelligence received. 

Upon motion, Resolved, That Mr. Deane, Mr. Chase, 
Mr./. Rutledge, and Mr. Jay, be a Committee to draught 
a Letter to General Schuyler. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress pro- 
ceeded to the election of nine, to compose a Committee for 
the purpose expressed in the Resolve of yesterday. The 
votes being taken, the following gentlemen were duly 
elected, viz: Mr. Willing, Mr. Franklin, Mr. P. Living- 
ston, Mr. Alsop, Mr. Deane, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Langdon, 
Mr. McKean, and Mr. Ward. 

A motion being made in behalf of one Col. John Fen- 
ton, who had been taken into custody by the Convention 
of New-Hampshire, for being concerned in measures dan- 
gerous to the rights of America, and who, by order of the 
General, now remains, on his parole, a prisoner at Hart- 
ford, that he may be permitted to go to ~G~reat Britain or 
Ireland, 

Resolved, That General Washington be instructed to 
discharge the said Colonel John Fenton from custody, on 
his giving his parole of honour to proceed to New-York, 
and from thence to Great Britain or Ireland, and not to 
take up arms against the good people of tnjs Continent. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Wednesday, September 20, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

On motion, Resolved, That the President write to the 
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Provincial Congress of New- York, or the Committee of 
Safety, directing them immediately to send forward the 
whole of the Troops ordered to be raised, that they may 
be immediately equipped, and join General Schuyler as 
soon as possible. 

That the President write to Governour Trumbull, and 
acquaint him that the Congress have directed the Troops 
under the command of General Wooster, and three Com- 
panies under the command of Colonel Webb, immediately 
to march to Albany, to be ready for the orders of General 
Schuyler, and to request him to order such other of the 
Connecticut Troops as are now unemployed in that Colo- 
ny to march to Albany, there to wait the orders of Gene- 
ral Schuyler, in case he should stand in need of further 
re- enforcements, to request Governour Trumbull to issue 
such orders and give such directions to his officers as may 
effectually prevent all disputes in point of rank or com- 
mand. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to Gen- 
eral Schuyler brought in the same, which was read and 
approved. 

Ordered, That it be signed by the President and for- 
warded. 

^Ordered, T hat a copy of General Schuyler's Letter be 
forwarded to Genera)__W(lshington. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of General 
Washington's Letter, No. 4. 

Resolved, That Mr. Gridley have a Commission as a 
Colonel of the Artillery. 

That the appoiutment of a Brigadier-General be de- 
ferred till to-morrow. 

That the Congress will to-morrow take into considera- 
tion the state of the Trade of America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock, 

Thursday, September 21, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee of Accounts produced sundry Accounts, 
viz : 

An Account from Timothy Matlack, employed as Clerk, 
amounting to one hundred and sixty-two Dollars: 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

The Congress proceeded to the election of a Brigadier- 
General ; and the votes being brought in, and the ballots 
examined, it was found that Col. Armstrong and Col. Frye 
had equal votes. 

On motion, Resolved, That the appointment of a Briga- 
dier-General be deferred. 

Resolved, That General Washington be ordered to issue 
Commissions to Majors Box, Scammell, and Brewer, as 
Brigade-Majors. 

Resolved, That General Schuyler be empowered to 
nominate and appoint a proper person to the office of Bri- 
gade-Major, in the Army under his command, and to issue 
a Commission accordingly. 

That the Pay of Oiejudge Advocate for the Army in 
the Massachusetts-Bay, for himself and Clerk, be fifty 
Dollars per month, from the time of his appointment. 

That a Committee of five be appointed, to take into con- 
sideration the Memorial of the Commissary-General, and 
report their opinion on the best means of supplying the 
Army with Provisions. 

The votes being taken, the following persons were elect- 
ed, viz: Mr. Willing, Mr. Deane, Mr. P. Livingston, Mr. 
Cushing, and Mr. Ward. 

An Account of James_MUHgan, amounting to one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifteen Pounds, fifteen Shillings, 
and three Pence farthing, Pennsylvania Currency, for sun- 
dry Sail C\olh L Russia Sheeting, Osnaburghs, &c, bought 
for the Uontlnentar Army : 

Ordered, That this be referred to the Committee of 
Accounts, and that if, upon examination, it be found rioht, 
they immediately pay it. 

The Committee of Accounts produced an Account from 
the Committee of Berks County, amounting to two thou- 
sand and seventy Pounds, nine Shillings, advanced and 
paid for the Rifle Companies and Colonel Thompson. 

Ordered, That this be referred "back to the Committee, 
who are to examine and pay the Account. 



Ordered, That the President write to General Wash- 
ington, and request him to order Colonel Thompson im- 
mediately to send to the Congress an account of the ex- 
penditure of five thousand Dollars paid him by order of 
the Congress, on the 29th July, being in advance for the 
service of a Battalion of Riflemen under his command. 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, take into 
consideration the state of the Trade of North- America. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, September 22, 1*75. 

The Committee of Accounts reported an Account of 
Andrew McNeare, Doorkeeper, for his service, amounting 
to 57.8 Dollars, as reasonable, and ought to be paid. 

Ordered, That the Committee pay the same. 

Sundry Letters were laid before the Congress and read, 
viz : 

Two from John Haring, Chairman of the Committee 
of Safety in New-York, dated 19th September, 1775, with 
sundry papers enclosed. 

One from Messrs. L. Morris and /. Wilson, dated 
Pittsburgh, September 14, 1775, with sundry enclosed 
papers. 

The Committee of Safety for Pennsylvania having in- 
formed the Congress that they have taken intq^ custody 
Major Rogers, an officer in the King's service, 

Resolved, That in case the Committee find nothing 
against Major Rogers, except that of his being a half-pay 
officer, he be discharged, on giving his parole not to take 
up arms against the inhabitants of America, in the present 
controversy between Great Britain and America. 

The Order of the Day being read, 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed, to take into consideration the state of the i Trade of 
America, and report their opinion.' 7 "" ' ' ~ 

That the Committee consist of seven. 

The ballots being brought'in and" examined, the follow- 
ing members were elected to compose the foregoing Com- 
mittee : Dr. Franklin, Mr. J.'RutWge, Mr. Jay, Mr. Ran- 
dolph, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Deane, zad Mr. Willing. 

The Committee of Accounts produced an Account of 
William Shad, amounting to forty-eight Dollars, for his 
services as Messenger, last session. 

Ordered, That the Committee pay the same. 

Adjourned till to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Saturday, September 23, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment, 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to purchase a quantity of Woollen Goods, for the 
use of the Army, to the amount of five thousand Pounds 
sterling. 

That the said Woollens be placed in the hands of the 
Quartermasters-General of the Continental Armies, and be 
by them sold out to the private soldiers of said Armies, at 
prime cost and charges, including a commission of five 'per 
cent, to the said Quartermasters-General, for their trouble. 

That the Committee consist of five. 

The ballots being taken and examined, the following mem- 
bers were chosen, viz: Mr. T^ewis, Wr.AJsop, Mr. Willing 
Mr. Deane, and Mr. Langdon. *" 

The Committee of Accounts produced two Receipts for 
Money received of James Whitehead. 

One from Richard Brown, a Captain of one of the Rifle 
Companies from Maryland, for fifty Pounds, Pennsylvania 
currency, (133 1-5 Dollars.) 

The other from Michael Cresap, a Captain of the other 
Rifle Company from Maryland, for one hundred Pounds, 
Pennsylvania currency, (266 2-3 Dollars,) received for 
the use of their respective Companies, marching to Boston 
in the Continental service. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid to James 
Whitehead, and charged to the respective Companies. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Committee appointed to 
devise ways and means of supplying the Army with Medi- 
cines do buy a parcel of Drugs in the hands of Mr. Ra- 
palje, which he offers at the prime cost. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, on Monday next. 
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Monday, September 25, 1775. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of General 
Washington's Letters, Nos. 4 and 5, and after some debate, 

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee of three be ap- 
pointed to prepare an answer. 

The ballots being taken and examined, the following 
members were chosen, viz : Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lee, and Mr. 
J. Adams. 

The Committee of Accounts having represented to the 
Congress, that in consequence of the order of Congress, 
dated the 1st of August last, they have drawn out of the 
Treasury the sum of ten thousand Dollars ; and that, over 
and above, they have drawn on the Treasurers for the fur- 
ther sum of one thousand nine hundred and twenty-six 
and one-fourth Dollars, to discharge sundry Accounts which 
the Congress ordered them to pay; they therefore move 
that the Congress will issue an order for the same, to indem- 
nify the Treasurer. 

The Congress taking this matter into consideration, 
Resolved, That the Committee's draft for the above 
sum be deemed valid, and allowed good in the Treasurer's 
Accounts. 

As Accounts are brought in, different from those com- 
mitted to the foregoing Committee to liquidate, and as it is 
proper that the Accounts of the Continent be put into a 
proper train of liquidation and settlement, in order for pay- 
ment, 

Resolved, That a Committee of Accounts be now raised, 
to consist of one Member from each of the United Colo- 
nies, to whom all Accounts against the Continent are to be 
referred, who are to examine and report upon the same, in 
order for payment; seven of them to be a quorum. 

That the Committee consist of the following members, 
viz: Mr, Langdon, Mr. Cushing, Mr. Ward, Mr. Deane, 
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Smith, Mr. Willing, Mr. Rodney, Mr. 
Johnson, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Gadsden, and Dr. Zubly. 

That the former Committee deliver to the Committee 
now appointed, all the Books, Accounts, and Papers in 
their hands. 

The Delegates from Pennsylvania produced an account 
of the Powder imported, and how it has been disposed of. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Letter 
from Messrs. Morris and Wilson, of 14th September, with 
the enclosed papers, and after some debate, the same was 
referred till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, September 26, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 

The Order of the Day was called for, but as the Dele- 
gates for Virginia and Pennsylvania were not present, the 
consideration of the Letters and Papers from Messrs. L. 
Morris and Wilson was deferred till to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an answer to Gene- 
ral Washington's Letters reported the same, which was 
read, and agreed to. 

Ordered, That the same be signed by the President, 
and forwarded 'immediately. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Journal of the 
Congress, during the last sessions, reported a copy, which 
was ordered to be read. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, September 27, 1775. 

The Committee of Accounts applied to the Congress for 
advice how to charge sundry Accounts; and the same being 
taken into consideration, 

Resolved, That the expense of Kettles, Canteens, and 
Spoons, supplied to the Soldiers, be charged to the Conti- 
nent, 

Application being made, in behalf of Connecticut, for a 
sum of Money on account of sundry advances for the use 
of the Continent, 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand Dollars be paid to Connecticut, for Supplies issued 
by that Colony for the service of the United Colonies, to 
be accounted for by them. 



The Committee of Claims reported that, in their opi- 
nion, the following Accounts were reasonable, and ought to 
be paid : 

A balance due to Robert Erwin, Wagonmaster, amount- 
ing to 887 1-15 Dollars. 

An Account of George Frank, for riding express, 
amounting to thirty-eight Dollars. 

An Account of the Committee of Northampton County, 
for Money advanced for the Rifle Companies, amounting 
to 3,182 39-90 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the three above Accounts be paid. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee appointed to examine the Journals of 
the last session ; and the same being read over, 

Ordered, That the same be published by the Secretary, 
and that he superintend and correct The press. 

A Memorial of Samuel and Robert Purviance was pre- 
sented and read, setting forth, that they had chartered a 
Vessel, to carry a load of Wheat ; that, the said Vessel, in 
going from Philadelphia to (%esterjoum,lt[aryland, was 
lost in the late storm, by which they were prevented from 
exporting, before the 10th of September, the cargo which 
they had actually purchased ; and therefore praying for 
liberty to export the said caTgo to a foreign port. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Certain Resolutions of the Committee of the City and 
Liberties of Philadelphia, respecting an application made 
to them by a Captain, for leave to take a cargo of Flour 
to Gloucester, in Massachusetts-Bay, were laid before the 
Congress and read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, on Friday. 

Friday, September 29, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated the 21st of 
September, with sundry enclosures, being received by ex- 
press, was laid before Congress and read. 

Intimation being given to Congress that a quantity of 
Powder was arrived, 

On motion, Ordered, That the Committee appointed 
to procure Powder do make inquiry whether any Powder 
is arrived, and if so, to purchase it for the use of the Con- 
tinent. 

The Committee of Accounts produced sundry Accounts, 
which they reported as just, viz : 

John Powell, for riding express, a balance due to him, 
amounting to 45 1-3 Dollars. 

Matthias Slough, for Money advanced to the Rifle Com- 
panies, amounting to 710 64-90 Dollars. 

James Alexander, for riding express, a balance due to 
him, amounting to 172 26-90 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

Upon motion made, Resolved, That when any Accounts 
are laid before the Congress, and ordered to be paid, the 
Orders be drawn on the Treasurers, and signed by the Pre- 
sident. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of three 
members of this Congress be appointed, to repair imme- 
diately to the Camp at Cambridge, to confer with General 
Washington, and with the Governour of Connecticut, Lieu- 
tenant-Go vernour of Rhode-Island, the Council of Massa- 
chusetts, and the President of the Convention of New- 
Hampshire, and such other persons as to the said Commit- 
tee shall seem proper, touching the most effectual method 
of continuing, supporting, and regulating a Continental 
Army. 

Resolved, That the appointment of said Committee be 
deferred till to-morrow. 

Saturday, September 30, 1775. 

The Congress proceeded to the election of a Committee, 
and a Committee being appointed to examine the ballots, 
reported that Mr. Lynch and Dr. Franklin were duly 
elected by a majority of ballots, and that two other mem- 
bers had an equal number. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee, 
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On motion made, Resolved, That the Congress proceed 
to the choice of a third person by ballot, and that this rule 
be observed in all similar cases. 

Accordingly, the ballots being taken and examined, the 
Committee of Examination reported, that Mr. Harrison is 
duly elected. 

Resolved, That Mr. Lynch, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. 
Harrison, be the Committee for the purpose expressed in 
the Resolution of yesterday. 

Upon motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of five 
be appointed, to draw up Instructions for the above Com- 
mittee. 

The ballots being taken, the following persons were 
elected: Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Lee, Mr. Johnson, Mr. R. 
Livingston, and Mr. S. Adams. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the President write to 
General Washington, to inform him of the Resolution of 
Congress, appointing a Committee to wait on. him, in order 
to consult with him touching the most effectual method of 
continuing, supporting, and regulating a Continental Army. 

That a like Letter be written to the Governour of Con- 
necticut, and to request him, in case he cannot himself at- 
tend, that he will appoint a proper person to represent that 
Colony, to confer with the Committee of Congress on the 
subjects intrusted to them. 

That a like Letter be written to the Council of Massa- 
chusetts-Bat/, and to the Lieutenant-Governour of Rhode- 
Island, and to the President of the Convention of New- 
Hampshire. 

It being represented to the Congress, that from the pre- 
sent situation of affairs, and of the correspondence now 
carried on through North-America, it is apprehended that 
if the rate of postage is lowered, agreeably to the Resolu- 
tion of Congress, the proceeds of the office will not sup- 
port the necessary riders ; and as the people in general are 
well satisfied with, at least no complaints have been made 
with regard to the rates lately paid for the postage of Let- 
ters, 

On motion, Resolved, That the Resolution of Congress 
respecting the lowering the rates of Postage be suspended 
until further orders from this Congress. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that 

A Certificate presented by William Hall, signed by Cap- 
tain Daniel Morgan, for necessaries furnished by George 
Kiger to his Company, ought to be allowed ; that another 
Certificate, presented also by said W. Hall, and signed by 
Captain D. Morgan, for necessaries to his Company by 
Mesheck Sexton, is reasonable, and ought to be paid : both 
the above sums, amounting in the whole to 71 2-3 Dollars, 
and that the said sum ought to be charged to. said Captain 
Morgan's Company. 

An Account of necessaries furnished by Jo hn Jordan, of 
Lancaster, for Captain Ross and Captain Smith's Compa- 
nies of Riflemen, "amounting to the sum 432 2-10 Dollars, 
is reasonable, and ought to be paid, and charged to the 
Continent-. 

The Congress taking into consideration the above Re- 
port, 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

The Resolution of the Committee of the City and Li- 
berties of Philadelphia referred to Monday next. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Trade of Ame- 
rica brought in their report, which was read, and referred 
to Monday next. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday, to meet at the 
Lodge. 

Monday, October 2, 1 775. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the "Committee on Trade, and the same being read, 

Upon motion, Resolved, That this Congress will, to- 
morrow, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to 
take into consideration the above Report. 

The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions for 
the Committee ordered to wait on the General reported 
a draught, which ..being read and debated by paragraphs, 
was agreed to. 

Ordered, That a fair copy be made out, and delivered 
to the Committee appointed to wait on the General. 



Upon motion, Resolved, That where the word month is 
used, the Congress means calendar month, by which the 
pay of the men in the service of the Continent is to be re- 
gulated. 

Resolved, That the Pay of the Second Lieutenants in 
the marching Regiments be the same as that of the First 
Lieutenants. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, October 3, 1775. 

The Committee of Claims reported that, in their opi- 
nion, the following Accounts ought to be paid : 

The Account of Frederick Beiking for fifty-six reams 
of Paper for the Continental currency, amounting to 388 
8-10 Dollars. 

The Account of Samuel Baughmans, for the entertain- 
ment of Captain Ross's Company, amounting to 14 1-10 
Dollars. 

Two Accounts from the Committee of Trenton, for Wa- 
gonage and sundry Expresses, amounting together to the 
sum of 103 4-5 Dollars. 

Two Accounts delivered in by Casper Weitzell, for ex- 
penses for Diet and Provisions for Captain Lowden's Com- 
pany of Riflemen, amounting, together, to the sum of 44.6 
Dollars. 

Two Accounts delivered in by Miles and Wister, for ne- 
cessaries furnished by John Harris, Jun., and Elias Yowk- 
man, to Captain Lowden's Company of Riflemen, amount- 
ing, together, to ninety-six Dollars, to Be charged to the said 
Company. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid, and that 
the President draw Orders for the same. 

The Committee further informed the Congress, that 
there are a number of Carbines and Pistols provided for 
the Hussar Company, which the Committee of Safety for 
the Province of Pennsylvania are willing to take at the 
first cost. 

Resolved, That the said Carbines and Pistols be deli- 
vered to the order of, the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania, they paying the first cost. 

The Committee of Claims reported an Account of Fre- 
derick Blmkenberg and Leonard Stein, retained as Hus- 
sars, on which they desired to "know the determination of 
Congress. - 

Ordered, That the abovenamed Frederick Blankenberg 
and Leonard Stein be allowed to retain the Clothes made 
for them, and that, over and above, they be paid sixteen 
Dollars each for the time they were retained in service. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Commissary-Gen- 
eral contract for such quantities of Beef and Pork as may be 
thought proper by the General, and have the same salted 
up in convenient houses near the Camp, according to his 
scheme recommended by the General to the consideration 
of the Congress. 

Resolved, That the sum of Three Hundred Thousand 
Dollars be immediately sent to the Paymaster-General, for 
the use of the Army in the Massachusetts- Bay . 

That the Committee who are appointed to repair to the 
Camp be requested'to take the charge of the above sum, 
or as much of it as they conveniently can. 

Resolved, That the expenses of the Committee be paid 
out of the Continental Treasury. 

Resolved, That General Washington may, if he thinks 
proper, for the encouragement of an attack on Boston, 
promise, in case of success, a month's pay to the Army, 
and to the representatives of such of our brave countrymen 
as may chance to fall ; and in case success should not at- 
tend the attempt, a month's pay to the representatives of 
the deceased. . 

One of the Delegates for Rhode-Island laid before the 
Congress a part of the Instructions given them by the House 
of Magistrates, August 26, 1775, in these words, viz : 

" Whereas, notwithstanding the humble and. dutiful Peti- 
tion of the last Congress to the King and otherwise, and 
pacifick measures taken for obtaining a happy reconcilia- 
tion between Great Britain and .the Colonies, the Minis- 
try, lost to every sentiment of justice, liberty, and humanity, 
continue to send troops and ships of war into America, 
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which destroy our trade, plunder and bum our Towns, and 
murder the good people of these Colonies: 

" Resolved, That this Colony most ardently wishes to see 
the former friendship, harmony, and intercourse between 
Britain and these Colonies restored, and a happy and last- 
ing connexion established between both Countries, upon 
terms of just and equal liberty, and will concur with the 
other Colonies in all proper measures for obtaining those 
desirable blessings ; and as every principle, divine and hu- 
man, requires us to obey that great and fundamental law of 
nature, self-preservation, until peace shall be restored upon 
constitutional principles, this Colony will most heartily ex- 
ert the whole power of Government, in conjunction with 
the other Colonies, for carrying on this just and necessary 
war, and bringing the same to a happy issue ; and, amongst 
other measures for obtaining this most desirable purpose, 
this Assembly is persuaded that the building and equipping 
an American fleet, as soon as possible, would greatly and 
essentially conduce to the preservation of the lives, liber- 
ty, and property of the good people of these Colonies, 
and therefore instruct their Delegates to use their whole 
influence at the ensuing Congress for building, at the Con- 
tinental expense, a fleet of sufficient force for the protec- 
tion of these Colonies, and for employing them in such 
manner and places as will most effectually annoy our ene- 
mies and contribute to the common defence of these Co- 
lonies ; and they are also instructed to use all their influence 
for carrying on the war in the most vigorous manner, until 
peace, liberty, and safety, are restored and secured to these 
Colonies, upon an equitable and permanent basis." 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the Congress will, on Fri- 
day next, take the above into consideration. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into, a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the state of the Trade of these Colonies. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to repair to 
the Camp do confer with Mr. Rittenhouse, and inquire ol 
him whether he apprehends he could be of service to the 
Continent as an Engineer; and if so, to engage him, and de- 
sire he would, with all convenient speed, repair to the Camp. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, October 4, 1775. 

- The Committee of Claims reported that, in their opi- 
nion, the following Account ought to be paid : 

Account of the Committee of Bedford County, for ne- 
cessaries furnished to the Company of Riflemen raised there- 
in, amounting to 755 1-3 Dollars, of which sum 128 2-3 Dol- 
lars ought to be charged to the Continent, and the remain- 
ing sum of 626 2-3 Dollars ought to be charged to Captain 
Robert Cluggage's Company, as so much of their pay ad- 
vanced to them. 

Ordered, That the above sum be paid. 

Two Members, who undertook to receive and count the 
Money, for which an Order passed yesterday, to be sent to 
the Paymaster-General, reported that they found only one 
hundred and eighty-nine thousand four hundred and sixty- 
seven Dollars ready in the Treasury, which they received, 
and have packed up, ready to be sent forward, for which 
they gave their own receipts, and now return the Order 
drawn by the President. 

An additional Instruction was given to the Committee 
appointed to confer with the General, which was ordered 
to be transcribed, and added to the former. 

Permission granted for the Sloop Bentham, William 
Moore, Master, with a parcel of Sea Stores, enumerated, 
to proceed to South- Carolina. 

The Congress then, agreeable to the Order of the Day, 
resolved itself into a Commiltee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the state of the Trade of the thirteen United 
Colonies; and after some time spent therein, the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, from the Com- 
mittee, that they had taken into consideration the matter 
referred to them, but not having come to any resolution, 
desired leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itseir into a Committee of the Whole, to take into further 
consideration the Trade of the B. Confederated Colonies. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 
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Thursday, October 5, 1775. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
further consideration the state of the Trade of the thirteen 
Confederated Colonies ; and after some time spent there- 
in, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward report- 
ed, from the Committee, that they had not yet come to 
any conclusion, and desire leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their 
further consideration the state of the Trade of the thirteen 
United Colonies. 

Sundry Letters, received from London, were laid before 
Congress. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to 
prepare a plan for intercepting two Vessels which are on 
llieir way to Canada, laden with Arms and Powder; and 
that the Committee proceed on this lousiness immediately. 

The Committee of Claims reported that, in their opinion, 
the following Accounts ought to be paid: 

An Account of Mrs. Stille, of Trenton, for the expenses 
of Captain Ross and others — to be r ciiarged to the said 
Ross, until he makes it appear to be just and reasonable 
that the same be charged to the Continent — amounting to 
32 76-90 Dollars. VZll /^ZZ, 

An Account rendered by Charles Axford, for Provi- 
sions for Captain Ross's Company, amounting to 8 3-90 
Dollars. . 

An Account rendered by Charity Britton, for Provi- 
sions for Captain Ross's Company, amounting to 9 66-90 
Dollars. 

An Account rendered by Joseph Clunn, for Provisions 
for the same Company, amounting to 7 S6-90 Dollars. 

An Account rendered by fVilliam and Thomas Brad- 
ford, for Printing, amounting to 17.8 7-90 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That Timothy Matlack, of this City, be em- 
ployed as a Storekeeper, and that the Implements provided 
for the Hussars be put under his care ; also, the Tents and 
Linen, &.C., purchased for the Army some time since. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a plan for inter- 
cepting the two Vessels bound, to C anad a brought in a 
Report, which was taken into consdelrafiori ; whereupon, 

Resolved, That a Letter be sentTby express toTjeneral 
Washington, to inform him that Congress having received 
certain intelligence of the sailing of two north country built 
Brigs, of no force, from England, on the 1 1th of August 
last, loaded with Arms, Powder, ancT other^Stores, for 
Qiiebeclc, without a convoy, which it being of importance 
to intercept, desire that he apply to the Council of Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, for the two Armed Vessels in their service, 
and despatch the same, with a sufficient number of Peo- 
ple, Stores, he., particularly a number of Oars, jn order, 
if possible, to intercept the said two Brigs and their Car- 
goes, and secure the same for the use of the Dontinent ; 
also, any other Transports laden with Ammunition, Cloth- 
ing, or other Stores, for the use of the Ministerial Army or 
Navy in America, and secure themln the most convenient 
places for the purpose above mentioned ; that he give the 
Commander or Commanders such Instructions as are ne- 
cessary, as, also, proper encouragement to the Marines 
and Seamen that shall be sent on this enterprise ; which 
Instructions, &tc, are to be delivered to the Commander 
or Commanders, sealed up, with orders not to open the 
same until out of sight of land, on account of secrecy. 

That a Letter be written to the said honourable Coun- 
cil, to put the said Vessels under the General's command 
and direction, and to furnish him instantly with every ne- 
cessary in their power, at the expense of the Continent. 

Also, that the General be directed to employ said Ves- 
sels, and others if he judge necessary, to effect the purposes 
aforesaid; and that he be informedthat the Rhode-Island 
and Connecticut Vessels of Force wTOe sep.LdTrec.tly after 
them, to their assistance. 

That a Letter be wrote to Governour Cooke, informing 
him of the above, desiring him to despatch one or both the 
Aimed Vessels of the Colony of Rhode-Island on thejsarne 
service, and that he take the precautions above mentioned. 

Also, that a Letter be written to Governour Trumbull, 
requesting of him the largest Vessel in the service of the 
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Colony of Connecticut, to be sent on the enterprise afore- 
said, acquainting him with the above particulars, and re- 
commending the same precautions. 

That the encouragement recommended by this Congress 
to be given shall be, on this occasion, that the Master, 
Officers, and Seamen, shall be entitled to one-half of the 
value of the Prizes by them taken, the wages they receive 
from their respective Colonies notwithstanding. 

That the said Ships and Vessels of War be on the Con- 
t inental risk and pay, during their being thus employed. 
- Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, October 6, 1775. 

Two Letters from General Schuyler, dated Ticonderoga, 
25th and 28th September, with sundry papers enclosed, 
were read. 

On motion made. Resolved, That orders issue to the 
Continental Treasurers, to collect, for Continental Bills, a 
quantity of Silver and Gold, not exceeding 20,000 Pounds, 
Pennsylvania currency, (53,200 Dollars in value,) for the 
usex>f the Army in Canada. 

On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
several Provincial Assemblies or Conventions, and Councils 
or Committees of Safety, to arrest and secure every per- 
son, in their respective Colonies, whose going at large may, 
in their opinion, endanger the safety of the Colony or the 
liberties of America. 

Ordered, That__an_.au_lhentick copy of the last Resolve 
be " tra"nsrnTtte37By~tne" Delegates, to proper persons in their 
respective Colonies. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee ap- 
pointed by this Congress, for the importation of Powder, 
be directed to export, agreeable to the Continental Asso- 
ciation, as much Provisions, or other produce of these 
Colonies, as they shall judge expedient, for the purchase 
of Arms and Ammunition. 

The Congress took, into consideration the Letter from 
New-Y.QK.kj respecting the Fortifications ordered to be 
erScf ed on Hud son's River, and, after some debate, 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to 
take tlje sjtme into. consideration, and report to-morrow 
nvdnTmg their opinion of the answer proper to be sent to 
the Convention of New- York. 

The ballots being Taken, the following gentlemen were 
chosen, viz: Mr. Morton, Mr. Deane, and Mr. it. Living- 
ston. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a plan for inter- 
cepting the Vessels coming out with Arms and Ammuni- 
tion brought in their Report, which was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table, for the perusal of the mem- 
bers. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into aUommittee of the Whole, to take into conside- 
ration the state of the Trade of America. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the Resolve sub- 
mitted by the Delegates of Rhode-Island, which was re- 
ferred to this day, be put. off till to-morrow. 

Adjourned tfll to-morrow, at nine o'clock. 

Saturday, October 7, 1775. 

Sundry Letters from New- York were laid before Con- 
gress and read. 

Agreeably to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
sumed the consideration of the Resolution submitted by 
the Delegates of Rhode-Island, and, 

Upon motion, Resolved, That the consideration of it be 
deferred till Monday, 16th instant. 

On motion, Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the 
Treasurers, in favour of Francis Lewis, John Alsop, Tho- 
mas Willing, Silas Deane, and John Langdon, Esquires, 
for the sum of five thousand Pounds sterling, to pay for the 
Goods they were ordered to purchase for the use of the 
Continental Army . 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Letter from the- Convention of New- York, respecting the 
Fortific^jons^ordered _to .bg erected. on IJudsan's River, 
brought in their. Report j which being read and debated, 
was agreed to, as . follows [•, 



That the Provincial Convention of New-York be direct- 
ed immediately to render Hudson's River defensible; that 
in doing this they be particularly attentive to form such 
Works as may be finished before the winter sets in ; that 
it is very doubtful whether any Stone Work can be pro- 
perly made at this advanced season ; it is submitted to the 
judgment of the said Convention, whether it could not be 
more cheaply and expeditiously done by Works of Wood 
or Fascines ; if they should think otherwise, that they be 
directed to go on with the work in the way which they 
think best, since it is the opinion of this Congress that the 
work should by no means be neglected. But if the work 
be already begun on the plan sent us, that they render such 
parts as can be first finished defensible, so that the labour 
be not thrown away, if an attack should be made before 
the whole can be finished. 

That the Convention be directed to inquire whether 
there are not some other places where small Batteries 
might be erected, so as to annoy the enemy on their pas- 
sage, particularly a few heavy Cannon at or near Moore's 
House, and at a point on the west shore, a little above 
Verplanck's Point. 

That it be recommended to the said Convention to 
establish, at proper distances, Posts, to be ready to give 
intelligence to the country, in case of any invasion, or by 
signals to give alarms in case of danger ; and that they 
confer with the Assembly of Connecticut, and Convention 
of New-Jersey, on the speediest manner of conveying 
intelligence in such cases, and receiving assistance when 
necessary. 

That the Convention be further directed to take the 
most effectual method to obstruct the navigation of the 
said river, if upon examination they find it practicable. 

On motion made, Reso&ed, That orders be sent to 
General Wooster, in case he has no orders to the contrary 
from General Schuyler, that he immediately return to the 
Batteries erecting in the Highlands, and there leave as 
many of his Troops as the conductors of the work shall 
think will be necessary for completing them, and that he 
repair with the remainder to New-York. 

A Member from Pennsylvania laid before the Congress a 
Resolve passed in their House of Assembly, in these words: 

"In Assembly, September 30, 1775. 

" The House taking into consideration the several Let- 
ters sent down yesterday by the Governour, acquainting 
him with the intrusion of a number of people into this Pro- 
vince, under a pretended claim of the Colony of Connecticut, 
to the great annoyance of the good people of this Province : 

"Resolved, That the Delegates for this Province be 
specially directed to lay the same before the Congress, 
with the mischievous tendency the pursuing such measures 
will have, and procure the aid of that Assembly to quiet 
the minds of the good people of this Province, and pre- 
vent further intrusion or extension of settlements under the 
said claims, until the matter shall he determined by the 
King and Council, to whom both sides have submitted 
the dispute. 

"Extract from the Journals: 

"Charles Moore, Clerk of Assembly." 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Delegates 
from Pennsylvania and Connecticut, who are desired to 
report thereon on Monday next. 

Resolved, That the Congress will, on Monday, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into con- 
sideration the state of the Trade of America. 

Resolved, That the Letter from. Messrs. Morris and 
Wilson, of the 14th o( September, be referred to Monday 
next. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the Resolve of 
Rhode-Island be referred till next Monday week. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, on Monday next, at the 
Slate House. 

Monday, October 9, 1775. 

A Letter from Joseph Trumbull, Commissary-General, 
dated September 23, 1775, was laid before the Congress 
and read, desiring that £500, lawful money, ($1,666 2-3,) 
be paid to Mr. Tracy, for money by him advanced to Col. 
Arnold, for the use of the Continent, and that the said sum 
be charged to his account. 
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Ordered, That the President draw on the Treasurers 
for the above sum, in favour of Mr. Tracy, and that the 
same be charged as above. 

As the success of the expedition to Canada depends 
upon supplying General Schuyler with a quantity of Gold 
and Silver, and it being represented to the Congress that 
there is in the Treasury of this Province a quantity of Gold 
and Silver to be exchanged for Money of the said Pro- 
vince : 

Resolved, That the Delegates of this Province imme- 
diately wait on the Treasurer, and desire him to deliver to 
the Continental Treasurers the Gold and Silver in his 
hands, provided the same do not exceed 20,000 Pounds, 
Pennsylvania Currency, and receive from them, in ex- 
change the Money of this Province, or Continental Bills. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Mr. Duane be ap- 
pointed to apply to the Committee of Safety of this Pro- 
vince, and request them to lend one ton of Gunpowder, 
which is to be sent to New-York, and from thence, what 
of it can be spared, be by the Provincial Convention of 
New- York immediately forwarded to General Schuyler. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, dated the 19th of 
September, with one enclosed from General Montgomery, 
and sundry other Papers, were laid before the Congress 
and read : 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of five 
members be appointed, to take into consideration the Let- 
ters from General Schuyler, and the several matters there- 
in contained, and report an answer. 

The ballots being taken and examined, the following 
members chosen, viz: Mr. J. Adams, Mr. J. Rutledge, 
Mr. Chase, Mr. R. Livingston, and Mr. Deane. 

The Delegates from Pennsylvania and Connecticut not 
being ready to report on the matter referred to them, 

Resolved, That they bring in their Report on Wednes- 
day next. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Delegates for Pennsyl- 
vania do receive from the Treasurers what sum of Gold 
and Silver they have collected, and forward the same by 
to-morrow morning to General Schuyler, by an express ; 
and to apply for two of the Light-Horse, well armed, to 
accompany him, and assist in carrying the money. 

On motion made, Resolved, That it be recommended 
to the Convention of New-Jersey, that they immediately 
raise, at the expense of the Continent, two Battalions, con- 
sisTintf of eight Companies each, and each Company of 
sixty-eight Privates, officered with one Captain, one Lieu- 
tenant, one Ensign, four Sergeants, and four Corporals. 

That the Privates be enlisted for one year, at the rate 
of. five. Dollars per calendar month, liable to be discharged 
at any time, on allowing them one month's pay extraordi- 
nary. 

That each of the Privates be allowed, instead of a 
bounty, one Felt Hat, a pair of Yarn Stockings, and a 
pair of Shoes ; the men to find their own Arms. 

That the Pay of the Officers, for the present, be the 
same as that of the Officers in the Continental Army; and 
in case the Pay of the Officers is augmented, the Pay of 
the Officers in these Battalions shall be in like manner 
augmented, from the time of their engaging in the service. 

Resolved, That this Congress will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the Trade of these Colonies. 

A Letter from the Convention of Neiv-York, enclosing 
a proposal for procuring Powder, was taken into consider- 
ation, 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Secret Pow- 
der Committee. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, October 10, 1775. 

The Committee of Claims reported the following Ac- 
counts as reasonable, and which ought to be paid, viz : 

The Account of Du Simitiere, amounting to eight Dol- 
lars, for translating the Address of the United Colonies to 
the Inhabitants of Quebeck. 

William Govett's Account of the expenses of a party of 
twenty-seven men escorting Powder to Trenton, amount- 
in"; to 67.2 Dollars. 



David Rittenhouse's, for thirty-six Cuts for Continental 
Money, amounting to forty-eight Dollars. 

John Thornton's Account of Provision and Ferriage, 
for part of Captain Ross's Company, amounting to ten 
Dollars. 

Christopher Ludwig's Account, for sundry expenses in 
forwarding Powder to Ticonderoga, amounting to 41.2 
Dollars. 

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Money be sent to Gen- 
eral Schuyler, under an escort of four of the Light-Horse. 

Adjourned for one hour, eadem die. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The President reported that he had despatched an ex- 
press to General Schuyler with £6,364, Pennsylvania 
Currency, in Silver and Gold, ($16,970 2-3,) with an 
escort of four of the Light-Horse of this City. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Answer to 
General Schuyler's Letters reported a draught; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table for the considera- 
tion of the members. 

A motion being made relative to the appointment of 
Officers in the Continental Army, and the same being 
largely debated, the determination thereon was deferred 
till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That this Congress will to-morrow resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into consi- 
deration the state of the Trade of the United polonies. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, October 11, 1775. 

The Orders of the Day being read, 

Ordered, That the Delegates oi Connecticut and Penn- 
sylvania do meet this afternoon, and prepare a Report, 
to be laid before Congress to-morrow, respecting the Dis- 
putes between the Inhabitants of those . Colonies on, the 
lands in the forks of Susquehannah, 

The Committee of Claims reported that the following 
Accounts ought to be paid, viz : 

The Account of Moneys advanced by the Committee 
of Elizabethtown, for Cartage, Expresses, and for Provi- 
sions furnished Captain Ross's. Company, amounting to 
98.3 Dollars, of which 3 2-3 Dollars.to be charged to Cap- 
tain Ross. 

James Leslie's Account of necessaries furnished to Cap- 
tain Ross's Company, amounting to 14.8 Dollars, 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be. paid.. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the motion 
made yesterday, for appointing Officers, and after debate, 
the same was postponed. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of three 
be appointed, to report the best method of. Billeting the 
Soldiers for the Continental Army, and what Subsistence 
ought to be allowed them on their march. _ _ 

The ballots being taken and examined, the following 
members were chosen, viz : Mr. Kinsey, Mr. Deane, and 
Mr. Lang don. 

The Congress took into consideration the Answer to 
General Schuyler, which being debated, was agreed to. 

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and forwarded. 

The Order of the Day renewed. 

The Committee appointed to report the best method of 
Billeting the Soldiers, &c, brought in their Report, which 
was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table, to be taken up to-morrow. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, October 12, 1775. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee respecting the Billeting Soldiers, &c, 

Resolved, That each Captain and other Commissioned 
Officer, while in the recruiting seryicepf this Continent, or 
on their march to join the Army, shall be allowed two 
Dollars and two-thirds of a Dollar per week, for their 
Subsistence; and that the men who. enlist shall each of 
them, whilst in quarters, be allowed one Dollar per week, 
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and when on their march to join the Army, one Dollar and 
one-third of a Dollar for the same purpose. 

Resolved, That the President transmit to the Conven- 
tion of New-Jersey blank Commissions, to be filled up by 
the said Convention, to the Captains and Subaltern Offi- 
cers in the two Battalions to be raised in that Colony, and 
that the appointment of the Field-Officers be for the pre- 
sent suspended, until the Congress shall take order on that 
matter. 

John Pcnn, Esq., one of the Delegates for North- Caro- 
lina, appeared in Congress, and produced his Credentials ; 
which were read and approved, as follows: 

" North-Carolina, Hillsborough. 

"In Congress, September 8, 1775. 

" Mr. Caswell informed the Congress that as they had 
done him the honour to appoint him Treasurer of the 
Southern District of this Province^nd one of the Signers 
of the Publick Bills of Credit, his attending those duties 
would render it entirely out of his power to attend the Con- 
tinental Congress, as one of the Delegates of this Province ; 
he therefore requested this Congress would be pleased to 
appoint some other gentleman in his stead. Whereupon, 
it is Resolved, That John Penn, Esq., be, and he is here- 
by appointed a Delegate in behalf of this Province, in con- 
junction with Wilfyam Hooper and Joseph Heives, Esqrs., 
and that he be invested with the same powers, and enti- 
tled to the like allowance, that the said Richard Caswell 
would have been vested with and entitled to under a for- 
mer Resolution of this Congress. 

" By order : Samuel Johnson, President. 

"Andrew Knox, Secretary" 

The Committee of Claims reported their opinion that the 
following Accounts ought to be paid : 

Two Accounts of Peter Cooper, one for several articles 
furnished Captain Cresap's Company in Lancaster, amount- 
ing to 2 1-5 Dollars, to be charged to said Company. The 
other for thirty-four pair of Boots, made by him for the Hus- 
sar Company, amounting to 113 1-3 Dollars. 

Francis Wade's Account of expenses for himself and a 
party of eighteen men escorting Governour Skene and Mr. 
Lundy to New- York, amounting to 445 65-90 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

Ordered, That the President transmit to the Convention 
of New- Jersey a certified copy of the Resolutions for raising 
two Battalions and for the subsistence of the Officers and 
Men. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a similar recommend- 
ation issue to the Assembly or Committee of Safety of 
Pennsylvania, to raise one Battalion on the same terms as 
those ordered to be raised in New-Jersey, and to be officer- 
ed in like manner. 

Resohed, That the Men enlisted be furnished with a 
Hunting-Shirt, not; exceeding in value of 1 1-3 Dollar, and 
a Blanket, provided these can be procured, but not to be 
made part of the terms of enlistment. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, lo take into 
their further consideration the state of the Trade of the Con- 
federated Colonies ; and after some time spent therein, the 
Presidentj-esunred the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, from 
the Committee, that not having come to any Resolution, 
they desired him to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-inorrow, resolve 
itself into _a_QomniLttee of the Whole, to take into their 
consideration the state of the Trade of the thirteen United 
Colonies. 

The other matters referred to this day are further post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, October 13, 1775. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their further consideration the state of the Trade of the Uni- 
ted Colonies; and after some time spent therein, the Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, from the 
Committee, that they had taken the matter referred to 



them into consideration, but not having come to a conclu- 
sion, desired leave to sit again. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated 5th of Octo- 
ber, with sundry enclosed papers, being received, was read. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee appointed to prepare a plan for intercepting 
Vessels coming out with Stores and Ammunition, and after 
some debate, 

Resolved, That a swift sailing Vessel, to carry ten car- 
riage guns, and a proportionable number of swivels, with 
eighty men, be fitted, with all possible despatch, for a cruise 
of three months ; and that the commander be instructed to 
cruise Eastward, for intercepting such transports as may be 
laden with warlike stores and other supplies for our ene- 
mies, and for such other purposes as the Congress shall 
direct. 

That a Committee of three be appointed, to prepare an 
estimate of the expense, to be laid before the Congress, 
and to contract with proper persons to fit out the Vessel. 

Resolved, That another Vessel be fitted out for the same 
purposes, and that the said Committee report their opinion 
of a proper Vessel, and also an estimate of the expense. 

The ballots being taken and examined, the following 
members were chosen, viz: Mr. Deane, Mr. Langdon, and 
Mr. Gadsden. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the Report be referred 
for further consideration to Monday next. 

On motion made, the Congress took into consideration 
the Memorials of sundry Merchants of New- York and 
Philadelphia, respecting a quantity of Tea imported before 
the 1st of March last, and 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to 
take the above Memorials into consideration, and inquire 
into the state of facts, and report to the Congress. 

The ballots being taken and examined, the following 
members chosen, viz: Mr. J. Rulledge, Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Lee. 

The several matters referred to this day were post- 
poned till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, October 14, 1775. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Letter 
from the General, and the papers enclosed. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Director-General 
and Chief Physician of the Hospital in Massachusetts-Bay 
be appointed, in the room of Dr. Church, who is taken into 
custody for holding a correspondence with the enemy. 

Resolved, That the Congress will, on Monday next, 
proceed to the election of a Director-General and Chief 
Physician of the Hospital, in the room of Dr. Church. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Gene- 
ral's Letter be postponed till Monday next. 

The Delegates for Connecticut informed the Congress 
that they had met some of the Delegates for Pennsylvania, 
in order to take into consideration the matter referred to 
them, but not being able to come to any agreement with 
them, and as the disputes between the people of the two 
Colonies, on the waters of the Susquehanvah, had proceed- 
ed to bloodshed, and as they apprehended may be attended 
with very dangerous consequences,' unless speedily pre- 
vented, they moved that a Committee be appointed, out of 
the other Colonies, to take this matter into consideration, 
and report thereon to the Congress. 

Resolved, That this be referred to Monday next. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, October 16, 1775. 

Two Letters from the Convention of New-Jersey, dated 
13th and 14th instant, being read, 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to 
take the same into consideration, and report an answer. 

The members chosen: Mr,/. Rulledge, Mr. Dickin- 
son, and Mr. W. Livingston. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, with sundry papers 
enclosed, dated oth October, 1775, Was read; and the same 
being taken into consideration, 

Resolved, That the sum of 200,000 Dollars be sent to 
the Deputy Paymaster-General for the Northern Army. 
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That the Delegates of Pennsylvania do immediately 
count and send forward the above sum, under a Guard. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the ton of Powder for- 
warded last week to New- York be immediately sent 
forward to General Schuyler. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of five 
members be appointed, to consider further ways and means 
of promoting the manufacture of Saltpetre. 

The following members chosen : Mr. Randolph, Mr. 
fVisner, Mr. Chase, Mr. /. Rutledge, and Mr. Morton. 

On motion made, Resolved, That it be earnestly recom- 
mended to all persons, who are possessed of Saltpetre lately 
removed from Turtle-Bay, on the Island of New- York, 
forth wiih to send the same to the President of the Conven- 
tion of New- York, to be manufactured into Gunpowder, 
for the use of the Continental Army. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Randolph and Mr. 
Hopkins be appointed to join Mr. J. Rutledge, in order to 
wait on Mr. J. Macpherson, and confer with him on the 
subject contained in his Letter. 

Ordered, That Mr. Langdon, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. /• 
Adams, inquire what quantity of Powder has been sent to 
the Northern Army, and report by whom sent. 

The Order of the Day renewed, and the several matters 
referred to this day postponed till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, October 17, 1775. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress took 
under consideration the motion made on Saturday last, by 
the Delegates of Connecticut. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five members be ap- 
pointed, to take into consideration the disputes between the 
people of Connecticut and Pennsylvania, and report what, 
in their opinion, is proper to be done by Congress. 

The members chosen for the above Committee are 
Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Chase, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Kinsey, 
and Mr. Hopkins. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Estimate, &c, 
brought in their Report, which, being read, was, after some 
debate, recommitted. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that two Accounts 
exhibited by Ephraim Martin, for Provisions furnished to 
several Rifle Companies, on their march to Cambridge, by 
himself and Joseph Wallins, amounting to 59.3 Dollars, 
are reasonable, and ought to be paid. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

A Letter from Govemour Cooke, dated 9th October, 
was read. 

The Con cress proceeded to the election of a Director- 
General and Chief" Physician of the Hospital, in the room 
of Dr. Church; and the ballots being taken and examined, 
Dr. John Morgan, of Philadelphia, was elected. 

On motion made, Ordered, That the President write to 
the Convention of New-York, and inform them that it is 
the desire of the Congress that the Sulphur in that City 
be immediately removed to a place of safety. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, and the several 
matters referred to this day being put ofl', 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, October IS, 1775. 

The Committee on the Memorials from sundry Mer- 
chants in New-York and Philadelphia brought in their 
Report, which was read, and taken into consideration ; and 
after debate, 

Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

The Delegates from New-Hampshire laid before the 
Congress a part of the Instructions delivered to them by 
their Colony, in the following words: 

" We [would have you immediately use your utmost en- 
deavours to obtain the advice and direction of the Congress, 
with respect to a method for our administering justice and 
regulating our civiF police. We press you not to delay this 
matter, as its being done speedily (your own knowledge of 



our circumstances must inform you) will probably prevent 
the greatest confusion among us." 

On this the Delegates apply for advice. 

Resolved, That the consideration of this be referred to 
Monday next. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a just and well authen- 
ticated account of the hostilities committed by the Minis- 
terial Troops and Navy in America, since last March, be 
collected, with proper evidence of the truth of the facts 
related, the number and value of the Buildings destroyed 
by them ; also, the number and value of the Vessels, inward 
and outward bound, which have been seized by them since 
that period, as near as the number and value can be ascer- 
tained ; also, the stock taken by them from different parts 
of the Continent. 

That a Committee of three be appointed for this pur- 
pose. 

The members chosen : Mr. Deane, Mr. J. Adams, and 
Mr. Wythe. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to morrow. 

Thursday, October 19, 1775. 

The Committee of Claims reported their opinion, that 
the following Accounts ought to be paid : 

The Account of the Committee of Lancaster, for sun- 
dries furnished the Rifle Companies, amounting to 2,213.6 
Dollars. ,.„„=_.„, 

The Account of Richard Raphe., Stephen Paschal, and 
Michael Ilillegas, for superintending the printing of the 
Bills of Credit ordered to be struck by the Congress, 
amounting to 272 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

The Committee appointed to take under consideration 
the method proposed by the Commissary-General, for sup- 
plying the Army with Provisions, brought in their Report, 
which was read. 

It being represented to Congress that Captain Isaac 
Sears, of New-York, has, at the request of Mr. Trumbull, 
the Commissary-General, forwarded to the Camp at Cam- 
bridge seven thousand barrels of Flour, for which Mr. 
Trumbull has not been able to pay him, for want of money 
in the Military Chest, 

On motion made, Resolved, That the sum of 30,000 
Dollars be paid to Captain Isaac Sears, on account of the 
above Flour, he giving bond to account for the same to 
Mr. Trumbull, and that the same be charged to the account 
of Mr. Trumbull, the Commissary-General. 

A Petition from Mr. Sears and Mr. Randall was laid 
before the Congress and read. After some debate, 

Resolved, That the consideration of the subject thereof 
be deferred to this day fortnight, then to be taken up. 

The Committee appointed to wait upon Captain Mac- 
pherson reported, that they had executed that service, and, 
upon conversing with him, do apprehend that the scheme 
he mentions is, in their opinion, feasible, and that he ought 
to repair to the Camp. 

On motion made, Resolved, That he be requested im- 
mediately to repair to the Camp at Cambridge, and confer 
with General Washington ; and that the Committee who 
waited on Captain Macpherson do prepare a Letter to the 
General on this subject, and report the same. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Provincial Con- 
vention of Neiv- York be requested to send to this Con- 
gress a copy of any order or proceeding of theirs, or of 
the Mayor and Corporation, in consequence of Governour 
Tryon's Letter to the Mayor, published in the New-York 
papers, under the 16th instant ; also, an attested copy of 
said Letter. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, and the several 
matters referred to this day postponed, 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, October 20, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the 
General, to be sent by Captain Macpherson, reported the 
same, which was read and agreed to. 

On motion made, Resolved, That an Order be drawn 



1899 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, OCTOBER 26, 1775. 



1900 



upon the Treasurers, in favour of Captain /. Macpherson, 
for the sum of 300 Dollars. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the state of the Trade of the Confederated 
Colonies; and after some time spent therein, the Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the 
Committee had taken into consideration the matter referred 
to them, but not having come to a conclusion, desired him 
to move for leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their further consideration the state of the Trade of the 
Confederated Colonies. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, October 21, 1775. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the state of the Trade of the Colonies; and 
after some time spent therein, the President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Ward reported, from the Committee, that 
they had taken into consideration the matter referred to 
them, but not haying yet come to a conclusion, desired him 
to move for leave to sit again. 

The Order for resolving into a Committee of the Whole 
on Monday next renewed. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated 1 2th Octo- 
ber, with sundry enclosures, was laid before the Congress 
and read. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, October 23, 1775. 

Information being given to Congress that, yesterday, the 
Hon. Peyton Randolph suddenly departed this life, 

Resolved, That this Congress will attend his funeral as 
mourners, with a crape round their left arm. 

That the Congress continue in mourning for the space 
of one month. 

That a Committee of three be appointed to superintend 
the funeral. 

The members chosen : Mr. Middleton, Mr. Hopkins, 
and Mr, Chase. 

That the Committee wait on the Reverend Mr. Duche, 
and request him to prepare a proper Discourse, to be de- 
livered at the interment. 

The Delegates for Delaware Government, having been 
reappointed by their Assembly on the 2Jst instant, pro- 
duced the Credentials of their reappointment, which were 
read and approved. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, October 24, 1775. 

The Congress met, and adjourned to two o'clock, P. M. 

Eademdie, P. M; — Met, and adjourned to nine o'clock, 
to-morrow. 

Wednesday, October 25, 1 775. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated 30th Septem- 
ber, and., two. from .Governour Trumbull, dated 9th and 17th 
October, and one from the Convention of New-York, 20th 
October, were read. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Answer to the 
Letters from the Convention of New- Jersey, of the 13th 
and 14th instant, brought in a draught, which was read; 
and the same, being debated, 

Resolved, That the following be inserted as part of the 
answer : 

The Congress are of opinion, the publick service makes 
it necessary that the Jersey Battalions be levied with all 
possible expedition ; but as the Congress are waiting the 
return of their Committee from camp, in order to establish 
permanent regulations for all Continental forces, they, for 
the present, incline to suspend a determination on the ques- 
tion about the appointment of Regimental Field-Officers. 

The Letter being agreed to, 

Ordered, That the President forward it. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 



John Biddle, Jun., Commissary of the Rifle Battalion, the 
sum of 4,139.7 Dollars. 

That there is due to James Stewart the sum of 15.7 Dol- 
lars, for Provisions furnished to the several Companies of 
Riflemen. 

That there is also due to Jacob Hoyler the sum of 18.3 
Dollars, for Provisions to Captain Ross's Company. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

The Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania laid before 
the Congress sundry papers, being Instructions given by 
General Gage to one Duncan Campbell, of Dutchess Coun- 
ty, Netv-York, and the Examination of sundry persons who 
came from Boston in the Transport Rebecca fy Francis, 
Hastings, Master, and who, upon the Vessel being cast 
away on Brigantine Beach, were seized by order of said 
Committee of Safety, and are now in safe custody in this 
City. 

The Instructions to Captain Duncan Campbell, from Gen- 
eral Gage, which were found on said Campbell, were read, 
and ordered to be published. 

Also, the Examinations of said Campled and others were 
read : 

Ordered, That a copy of them be forwarded to the Con- 
vention of New- York, with a recommendation to them to 
seize a Mr. Grant, who, it is said, is employed in raising 
Recruits for General Gage's Army, in that Colony. 

Resolved, That Mr. Hewes be added to the Committee 
of Claims. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, the other matters 
referred to this day postponed, 

Ordered, That the Messenger go round to the members, 
and desire them to be punctual in their attendance, at ten 
o'clock, to go into the Order of the Day. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, October 26, 1775. 
On motion made, Resolved, That the Resolution of Con- 
gress, July 15, be published with this amendment: to ex- 
punge the word " provisions," and, instead therefor, to in- 
sert " the produce of these Colonies, and dispersed through 
the different Nations of Europe, and through West-India 
Islands." 

It being represented to the Congress that a large quan- 
tity of Blankets and Shirts remain in the King's Stores in 
Netv- York, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
of New- York immediately to take possession of the said 
Blankets and Shirts, and forward so many of them as may 
be necessary to General Schuyler, for the use oflhe Army 
under his command. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee, of three 
be appointed, to take into consideration the Letter from the 
Convention of New- York, dated 20th October, and report 
an answer. 

The members chosen : Mr. Deane, Mr. S. Adams, and 
Mr. Duane. 

Information being given to Congress, that there has been 
lately discovered, in the Colony of Virginia, a Mineral 
containing a large quantity of Saltpetre, 

Ordered, That the Delegates of Virginia send an ex- 
press to inquire into the truth of the fact, and to brine a 
sample of the Mineral. ° 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committef? of five 
members be appointed, to take into consideration the In- 
structions given to the Delegates of the Colony of New- 
Hampshire, and report their opinion thereon. 

The members chosen : Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. J. Adams, 
Mr. Ward, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Sherman. 

Ordered, That the Resolution of the 18th i nstant, re- 
specting the obtaining a well authenticated account of the 
hostilities committed by the Ministerial Troops and Navy, 
be published in the Newspapers. 

Agreeable to the Order of the pay, the Corrgress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their further consideration the state of the^radVof the 
Confederated Colonies; and after some time spent therein, 
the President resumed the chair, and "Mr. Ward reported' 
from the Committee, that they had taken jntc i consideration 
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the matter referred to tbem, and have come to a Resolu- 
tion, which they desired him to report, and further to move 
for Jea ye. to sit again. 

. The Resolution of the Committee, being read, was agreed 
to, as follows : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Pro- 
vincial Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils of Safety, of 
the United Colonies, to export to the foreign West- Indies, 
on account and risk of their respective Colonies, as much 
Provisions, or any other produce, except horned Cattle, 
Sheep, Hogs, and Poultry, as they may deem necessary 
for .the importation of Arms, Ammunition, Sulphur, and 
Saltpetre. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be transmitted by 
the Delegates to their respective Assemblies, Conventions, 
or Committees of Safety. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their further consideration the state of the Trade of the 
United Colonies. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, October 27, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Letter from the Convention of New- York brought in a 
Report, which was read.. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their further consideration the state of the Trade of the 
United Colonies; and after some time spent therein, the 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that 
they had taken into consideration the matter referred to 
them, but not having come to a conclusion, desired him to 
move for leave, to sit again. 

The Order of the Day renewed. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, October 28, 1775. 

The Committee of Safety of Philadelphia laid before 
the Congress the examination of sundry of those who 
came in the Rebecca ey- Francis, Transport, and desired the 
advice of the. Congress what ought to be done with the 
men taken. 

The Congress taking this under consideration, 
Resolved, That Captain Campbelland Lieutenant Byrnes, 
and the men who came with them in the Rebecca fy Francis, 
Transport, be confined in such Jails in this Colony as the 
Committee of" Safety of .said Colony think proper, and that 
said Captain Campbell and Lieutenant Symes be allowed 
for their subsistence 1. 1-3 Dollars each per week, and the 
men one Dollar a week each, to be paid out of the Conti- 
nental Treasury. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee on the New-York Letters, 

Resolved, That a Company of Matrosses, to consist of 
one Captain, one Captain-Lieutenant, a First and Second 
Lieutenant, a Lieutenant Fire- Worker, four Sergeants, four 
Corporals, eight Bombardiers, sixty-eight Matrosses, one 
Drummer, and one Fifer, be immediately raised in New- 
York, for the defence of Hudson's River, and to occupy 
the Fortifications now erecting in the Highlands ; and that 
the President write to the Convention of that Province, 
recommending it to them immediately to raise the said 
Company, and to appoint the proper officers. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due on 
account of necessaries furnished to the Hussar Company, 
and for services therein, the following sums, viz: 
To James &f Drinker, the sum of 192.8 Dollars. 
Thomas Clifford &/■ Sons, 64.4 Dollars. 
Usher 8f Henry, 29.2 Dollars. 
George Fromberger, 127.3 Dollars. 
William Ogden, 73.3 Dollars. 
William Kerlin, 64 Dollars. 
Samuel Gar rig lies, 11 Dollars. 
Andrew Fegener, #66.6 Dollars. 
Lewis Kughn, 425.3 Dollars. 
Lewis Prahl, to be paid by his order to Andrew 
Bonner, 226,6 Dollars. 
Sundries for smaller sums to be paid to T. Matlack, and 
by him paid, 55016 Dollars, 



That there is due to Rachel Stellc, for expenses of a 
Guard at Trenton over the Powder, 10.5 Dollars. 

To William Holmes, for Goods furnished the Ride Com- 
pany raised in Cumberland, 85.6 Dollars. 

To Timothy Matlack, to pay for Wood for the use of 
the Congress, 22 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

On motion made, Resolved, That five of the Committee 
of Claims, be empowered to act, of which the Chairman to 
be one. 

Resolved, That the Inspectors of the Press deliver the 
proof-sheets and checks of the Continental Bills to the 
Continental Treasurers, and that they deliver one of each 
to the Delegates of every Colony, to remain with the Pro- 
vincial Treasurer to be appointed in such Colony, and re- 
tain the rest in their hands. 

Mr. Randolph being dead, who was one of the Saltpe- 
tre Committee, and Mr. Morton, another, not being able 
to attend, on account of his attendance in the House of 
Assembly, 

Resolved, That three new members be chosen for that 
Committee. 

The members chosen : Mr. Paine, Mr. Humphreys, and 
Mr. Wythe. 

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday next, re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the Trade of the United Colonies. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, October 30, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Estimate, and 
to fit out the Vessels, &tc, brought in their Report, which 
being taken into consideration, 

Resolved, That the second Vessel, ordered to be. fitted 
out on the 13th instant, be of such a size as to carry four- 
teen guns, and a proportionate number of swivels and 
men. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to carry into 
execution, with all possible expedition, the Resolution of 
Congress of the 13th instant — the one often, and the other 
of fourteen Guns ; and 

Resolved, That two other Armed Vessels be fitted out 
with all expedition ; the one to carry not exceeding twen- 
ty guns, the other not exceeding thirty-six guns, with a 
proportionate number of swivels and men, to be employed 
in such manner, for the protection altid defence of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, as the Congress shall hereafter direct. 

That the Committee consist of seven, and therefore that 
four new members be now elected, to be added to. the for- 
mer Committee. 

The members chosen: Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Hewes, Mr. 
R. H. Lee, and Mr. J. Adams. 

The Convention of New-Jersey having recommended 
to Congress sundry gentlemen, in their opinion proper for 
Field-Officers to command the two Battalions raising in that 
Colony, 

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration to- 
morrow. 

A Letter from Mr. W. Livingston, dated the 18th Oc- 
tober, was read : 

Ordered, To lie on the table, to. be considered to-mor- 
row. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, October 31, 1775. 
Sundry Letters from General Schuyler, of the 6th, 13th, 
14th, and 19th instant, with sundry papers enclosed, were 
read. 

The Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, to take into further consideration the Trade of 
these Colonies ; and after some time spent therein, the Pre- 
sident resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that 
they had come to certain Resolutions, which he was de- 
sired to report ; but that not having come to a conclusion, 
they desired him to move for leave to sit again. 
The Report of the Committee being read, 
Resolved, That the consideration of the .Report of the 
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Committee be referred till to-morrow, and this matter be 
the first thing taken up, and that it be not interrupted by 
any new motion. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the appointment of 
Field-Officers for the Jersey Battalions be postponed to 
Friday next. 

A member from Pennsylvania laid before the Congress 
a Resolve of their Assembly, in the following words : 

" In Assembly, October 28, 1775. 

"The House taking into their further consideration the 
Resolve of Congress, for raising a Battalion in this Pro- 
vince, for general service, .find it necessary that Moneys 
should be advanced by the several Captains for that purpose : 

" Resolved, therefore, That the Congress be requested 
to order a sufficient sum of Money to~be put into the .hands 
of the Committee of Safety of this Province, to be imme- 
diately applied in raising said Battalion. 

" Extract from the minutes : 

"Chablf.s Moore, ChrJc of Assembly." 

Resolved, That the consideration thereof be referred to 
Friday next. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, - 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, November 1, 1775. 

A Letter from the General, received by express, was 
read, containing an account of the burning of Falmouth. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be forwarded by 
the Delegates to their respective Assemblies, Conventions, 
or Councils of Safety. 

A Letter from the Committee of Conference, together 
with the Minutes of their Conference, was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table for the perusal of the 
members. 

The Congress then taking into consideration the Report 
from the Committee of the Whole, 

Resolved, That no produce of the United Colonies be 
exported (except from Colony to Colony, under the direc- 
tion of the Committees of Inspection and Observation, and 
except from one part to another of the same Colony) be- 
fore the 1st day ofJilarch next, without the permission or 
order of this Congress: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to vacate the Resolutions of 
Congress for the importation of Arms, Ammunition, &c. 

Resolved, ThalNew-York, the lower Counties on Del- 
aware, North- Carolina, and Georgia, ought not to avail 
themselvejLof .the. benefit allowed to them by the late Re- 
straining Act ; and, therefore, that no person should apply 
at the Custom-Houses in those Colonies for clearances or 
otherdocumerits, which other Colonies are deprived of by 
said Restraining Act, for securing the navigation of Vessels 
with cargoes from their ports ; and that the President trans- 
mit to the Assemblies or Conventions of those Colonies 
copies of this Resolution, with the thanks of this Congress, 
to those Colonies, respectively, for not having hitherto taken 
any advantage of theexemptions in the said Act of Parlia- 
ment. 

Resolved, That no Rice be exported, under the excep- 
tion contained in the 4th article of the Association, from 
any of the United Colonies, to Great Britain, Ireland, or 
the Islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Aldemey, or Man, 
or any other European island or settlement within the Bri- 
tish Dominions. 

Resolved, That no Live Stock, (necessary sea stores, at 
the discretion of the Committees, and horses, excepted,) 
be exported from these Colonies, or water borne, except in 
Rivers, Bays, and Sounds. 

Upon motion made, Ordered, That the Delegates for 
South-Carolina and Georgia have a copy of the above 
Resolutions, to forward to their Conventions. 

The further consideration of the Report postponed, and 
also the matters referred to this day, and the Order of the 
Day renewed, _ 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, November S, 1775. 

The Commitrecr of Claims reported, that there is due, 
and ought to be paid : 



To Daniel Smith, for expenses of Guards attending 
Governour Skene, Major French and others, and the ex- 
penses of Major French and Mr. Lundy, 133.3 Dollars. 

To John Davies, for Provisions and carriage furnished 
to three Rifle Companies, amounting to 1,320.9 Dollars. 

To Simons fy Henry, 2,313.6 Dollars; of this, 26.7 
Dollars is a Continental expense, and the remainder to be 
charged to several Rifle Companies, which, by order of said, 
Simons 8f Henry, to be paid to Hugh fy George Roberts. 

To John Montgomery, the sum of 56 Dollars, of which 
sum 2.4 is only a Continental expense. 

To John Brewster, ZacKariah Dubois, and Jon. Brooks, 
61.1 Dollars, to be paid, per order, to Henry fVisner. 

To William Sickle, according to the prayer of his Pe- 
tition, 40 Dollars. 

To Captain Dowdle, for Moneys paid by him for enlist- 
ing his Company, and for Drums, 61.1 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee ap- 
pointed to carry into execution the Resolves of Congress, 
for fitting out four Armed Vessels, be authorized to draw 
on the Continental Treasurers, from time to time, for as 
much cash as shall be necessary for the above purpose, not 
exceeding the sum of one hundred thousand Dollars, and 
that the said Committee have power to agree with such 
officers and seamen as are proper to man and command 
said vessels, and that the encouragement to such officers 
and seamen be one-half of all ships of war made prize 
of by them, and one-third of all transport vessels, ex- 
clusive of wages. 

The Inhabitants of Passamaquoddy, in Nova-Scotia, 
having chosen a Committee of Safety, and having, by their 
Petition, applied to the Congress to be admitted into the 
Association of the North-Americans, for the preservation 
of their rights and liberties, 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of five 
be appointed, to take this matter into consideration, and re- 
port what steps, in their opinion, it will be proper to take, 
in consequence of this application, for the preservation of 
the liberties of America. 

The members chosen : Mr. Deane, Mr. Jay, Mr. Hop- 
kins, Mr. Langdon, and Mr. /. Adams. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Delegates have 
liberty to transmit to their respective Committees of Safe- 
ty a copy of the Resolutions passed yesterday. 

Ordered, That the Resolution for shutting the Ports to 
the first of March be published without the proviso. 

A Memorial from the Committee of Safety of Pcrinsyl- 
vania, respecting Lieutenant Symcs, was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table, for the perusal of the 
members. 

A Letter from Gunning Bedford, Deputy Mustermaster- 
General, with the Muster-Rolls of the Troops by him 
mustered, 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Instruction given to the Delegates of Neio- Hampshire 
brought in their Report, which was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

A Petition from John Rains, of Bermudas, to the Con- 
gress, was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Letters from 
General Schuyler, General Montgomery, aqd Mr. IV. Li- 
vingston. - ___.__. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to 
repair to the Northward, to confer with Q^ner^ Schuyler , 
and to pursue such instructions as may' be given them in 
charge by the Congress. .. ..... .... 

The members chosen: Mr. Langdon, Mr. Paine, and 
Mr. Dyer. 

That a Committee of five be appointed, to draw up In- 
structions for the foregoing Committee. 

The members chosen: Mr. Lynch, Mr. Jay, Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Deane, and Mr. J.Adams. 

Resolved, That three thousand Felt Hats, three thou- 
sand Worsted Caps, three thousand pair_ of. Buckskin 
Breeches, three thousand pair of Shoes, three thousand 
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pair of yarn Stockings, and three thousand Waistcoats, 
suitable for the season, be immediately purchased and sent 
to the Army, under the command of General Schuyler, to 
be sold to the Soldiers at prime cost, including charges of 
carriage, and five per cent, to the Quartermaster-General, 
by whom the said Goods are to be sold. 

Resolved, That these Goods be sold to those Soldiers 
only, who will re-enlist in the Continental Army, and to 
the new recruits. 

Resolved, That as much duffels or kersey as will make 
up three hundred Watch Coats be purchased and sent to 
General Schuyler, with needles and thread, to be made up 
into Watch Coats ; and that these be charged to the Con- 
tinent, and kept for the use of the out-sentries. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, for 
purchasing the foregoing articles. 

The members chosen : Mr. Alsop, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. 
Sherman. 

Ordered, That the Committee apply to the Committee 
of Inspection of this City, for their assistance in purchasing 
the above articles. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Congress will to- 
morrow take into consideration the state of South-Caro- 
lina. 

That the state of the Army at Cambridge be referred 
till to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to repair to the Camp at Cam- 
bridge, being returned, made a Report of their proceedings ; 
to be read to-morrow. 

Resolved, That the Petition of Messrs. Sears and Ran- 
dall be referred to Monday next, then to be taken into 
consideration. 

The other matters referred to this day postponed, and 
the Order of the Day being renewed, 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, November 3, 1775. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee on the New- Hampshire Instructions, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Provincial 
Convention of New- Hampshire, to call a full and free re- 
presentation of the people, and that the Representatives, 
if they think it necessary, establish such a form of Govern- 
ment as, in their judgment, will best produce the happi- 
ness of the people, and most effectually secure peace and 
good order in the Province, during the continuance of the 
present dispute between Great Britain and the Colonies. 

The Congress then taking into consideration the state of 
South- Carolina, and sundry papers relative thereto being 
read and considered, 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to 
take the same into consideration, and report what, in their 
opinion, is necessary to be done. 

The Committee chosen: Mr. Harrison, Mr. Bullock, 
Mr. Hooper, Mr. Chase, and Mr. S. Adams. 

The Committee ordaims reported, that there is due to 
William Holliday the sum of 822 Dollars, for Goods and 
Provisions furnished by several persons to the Rifle Com- 
panies of Virginia, of which there ought to be charged to 
Captain Morgan the sum of £169 1 7£, and to Captain 
Stevenson the sum of £ 13 16 11, and the remainder thereof 
to the Continent. 

That there is due to Andrew Bonner, for Goods fur- 
nished to Captain Cresap's Company, by David Mitchell, 
the sum of £67 4 6, and for Provisions furnished to Cap- 
tain [Stevenson's, Company the sum of £3 2 6, the last 
mentioned sum to be charged to the Continent, both 
amounting to 187.6 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

The Congress taking into consideration the recommend- 
ation from the Convention of New- Jersey, 

Resolved, That the same be referred to Monday next. 

Resolved, That the Report of the Committee returned 
from the Camp, and the slate of the Army at Cambridge, 
be referred till to-morrow. 

The other matters referred to this day postponed, and 
the Order of the Day renewed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 
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Saturday, November 4, 1775. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, with sundry enclosed 
papers, containing an account of the taking of Fort Cham- 
bly, being received, was read. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Committee 
appointed to draught Instructions to the Committee ap- 
pointed to repair to the Northward. 

Ordered, That General Montgomery's Letter, and the 
Articles of Capitulation, be published. 

The Committee appointed on the differences between 
the people of Pennsylvania and Connecticut brought In 
their Report, which was read. 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Monday next. 

On motion made, the Congress came to the following 
Resolution: 

The Congress, considering that the most perfect union 
between all the Colonies is essentially necessary for the 
preservation of the just rights of North-America, and being 
apprehensive that there is great danger of hostilities being 
commenced, at or near Wyoming, between the inhabitants 
of the Colony of Pennsylvania and those of Connecticut : 

Resolved, That the Assemblies of the said Colonies be 
requested to take the most speedy and effectual steps to 
prevent such hostilities. 

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas McKean and Mr. &. Deane 
be a Committee to wait upon the honourable House of As- 
sembly of Pennsylvania, now sitting, with a copy of the 
above Resolution. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above be transmitted, by 
express, to the Magistrates and People of Pennsylvania 
and Connecticut, on the waters of Susquchannah. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee from the Camp, 

Resolved, That the new Army intended to lie before 
Boston, consist of twenty thousand three hundred and se- 
venty-two men, officers included. 

Resolved, That the Pay of the Officers and Privates 
(except that of the Captains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns in 
the marching Regiments) be the same as in the present 
Army. 

Resolved, That the Pay of a Captain, in the marching 
Regiments, be 26 2-3 Dollars per calendar month. 

That the Pay of a Lieutenant in ditto, be 18 Dollars 
per ditto. 

The Pay of an Ensign in ditto, be 13 1-3 Dollars per 
ditto. 

Resolved, That each Regiment consist of seven hun- 
dred and twenty-eight men, officers included ; that it be 
divided into eight Companies, each Company to consist of 
one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, 
four Corporals, two Drums or Fifes, and seventy-six Pri- 
vates. 

Resolved, That a Ration consist of the following kind 
and quantity of Provisions: 1 lb. Beef, or 3-4 lb. Pork, or 
1 lb. salt Fish, per day ; 1 lb. Bread or Flour per day ; 3 
pints of Peas or Beans per week, or vegetables equivalent, 
at one Dollar per bushel for Peas or Beans ; 1 pint of Milk 
per man per day, or at the rate of 1-72 of a Dollar; I 
half-pint of Rice, or one pint of Indian Meal, per man per 
week ; 1 quart of spruce Beer or Cider per man per day, 
or nine gallons of Molasses, per Company of 100 men per 
week ; 3 lb. Candles to 100 men per week, for Guards ; 24 
lb. soft, or 8 lb. hard Soap, for 100 men per week. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several As-- 
semblies or Conventions of the Colonies, respectively, to 
set and keep their Gunsmiths at work, to manufacture good 
Firelocks, with Bayonets ; each Firelock to be made with 
a good bridle lock, three-quarters of an inch bore, and of 
good substance at the breech, the barrel' to be three feet 
eight inches in length, the bayonet to be eighteen inches 
in the blade, with a steel ramrod, the upper loop thereof 
to be trumpet-mouthed ; that the price to be given be fixed 
by the Assembly or Convention, or Committee of Safety 
of each Colony; and that, until a sufficient quantity of good 
Arms can be manufactured, they import as many as are 
wanted, by all the means in their power. 

Resolved, That the good Arms of such Soldiers as leave 
the service be retained for the use of the new Army, on a 
valuation made of them. 

20 



1907 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, NOVEMBER 6, 1775. 



1908 



Resolved, That Clothing be provided for the new Army 
by the Continent, and paid for by stoppages out of the 
Soldiers' wages, at 1 2-3 Dollars per month ; that as much 
as possible of the Cloth for this purpose be dyed brown, 
and the distinctions of the Regiments made in the fa- 
cings. That a man who brings a good new Blanket into 
the Camp be allowed two Dollars therefor, and take it 
away at the end of the campaign. 

Resolved, That, in order to supply the Army with Pro- 
visions, the Commissary-General be directed to cause Cat- 
tle and Hogs to be driven, at proper seasons, to the Camp, 
there to be cured ; and as to the articles of Bread and 
Flour, that he proceed in the way he has done for some 
time past. 

Resolved, That such Officers as have served in the pre- 
sent Army to approbation, and are willing to stay, be pre- 
ferred ; and if there are more of these than are necessary 
for the new Army, that the General distinguish such as he 
deems best qualified. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Legis- 
latures of New- England, to empower the General to impress 
Carriages, Vessels, Horses, and other things necessary, at 
a reasonable rate, for the transportation or march of the 
Army, or any part of it, or on any other emergency; and 
that this power may be deputed in writing, under the hand 
of the General, to the Quartermaster-General, or to any 
inferior officer, who are to be accountable for any abuse 
thereof. 

Resolved, That the General be directed to propose to the 
Officers now serving in the present Army, that they signify 
in writing, as soon as possible, which of them will continue to 
serve and defend their Country, and which of them will 
retire ; and thaLsuch Officers as propose to continue in the 
service, and are approved by the General, proceed to en- 
list their men into the Continental service, upon the same 
pay and allowance of provisions as js now given; their 
service to continue to the last day of December, 1776, sub- 
ject to be discharged at any time by the Continental Con- 
gress. 

Resolved, That if, upon trial, the number of men before 
resolved on cannot be raised out of the present Army, then 
the officers appointed for the new Army recruit their seve- 
ral Regimentsand Companies to their full complement; 
and, in case the necessity of the service requires it, that the 
General be empowered to call forth the Minute-Men or 
Militia of Massachusetts- Bay or the neighbouring Colonies, 
according to the nature and exigence of the service. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Legis- 
latures, Assemblies, or Conventions of the Colonies, to 
enact a Law or pass an Ordinance inflicting the following 
punishments upon such as harbour Deserters, knowing them 
to be such, viz : a fine upon all such offenders, not less 
than thirty normore than fifty Dollars; and in case of in- 
ability to pay the fine, to be punished with whipping, not 
exceeding thirty-nine lashes for each offence. Also, that 
they empower the Commander-in-Chief, or the Officer 
commanding a detachment or any outpost, to administer an 
oath, and swear any person or persons to the truth of any 
information or intelligence, or any other matter relative to 
the publick service. 

Resolved, That any person who shall apprehend a De- 
serter, and bring him to the Regiment to which he belongs, 
upon certificate thereof by the Colonel or Commanding 
Officer of such. Regiment, shall be entitled to receive five 
Dollars, and all reasonable expenses, from the Paymaster- 
General or Deputy Paymaster, which is to be deducted 
from the pay of such Soldier. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report 
be referred .till io-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
state of South-Carolina brought in their Report ; which 
being read, 

Resolved, That for the defence of South-Carolina there 
be kept up in that Colony, at the Continental expense, 
three BattaJ.ions_Qf Foot ; each Battalion to consist of the 
same number of men and officers, and be upon the same pay 
and under the same, regulations as the Continental Army. 

Resolved, That for the defence of the Colony of Georgia 
there be one Battalion kept up there, at the Continental 
expense, to be. composed as the Battalions for the defence 
of South- Carolina. 



Resolved, That the said Troops be enlisted to the 31st 
day of December, 1776, subject, however, to be discharged 
sooner, if the Continental Congress shall think proper. 

Resolved, That the President sign blank Commissions, 
and that the Conventions, or, in their recess, the Councils 
of Safety for South-Carolina and Georgia, respectively, 
fill them up with the names of such Officers as they may 
think proper, and return a list thereof to the Congress. . 

Resolved, That in cases of vacancy, occasioned by the 
death or removal of a Colonel or inferior Officer, the said 
Conventions, or, in their recess, the said Councils of Safety, 
appoint another person to fill up such vacancy, until a 
Commission shall issue from this Congress, and that they 
return to this Congress a list of the names of the person or 
persons so appointed. 

Resolved, That the Officers on the Continental Esta- 
blishment shall, when acting in conjunction with Officers 
of equal rank on the Provincial Establishment, take com- 
mand of the latter, and also of the Militia ; and the Officers 
of the Troops on the Provincial Establishment shall, when 
acting in conjunction with the Officers of the Militia, take 
command and precedence of the latter of equal rank, not- 
withstanding prior dates of commissions. 

Resolved, That if the Convention, or, in their recessj the 
Council of Safety of South-Carolina, shall jhink it expe- 
dient, for the security of that Colony, to seize or destroy, 
and shall seize or destroy, any Ship or Vessel of War, this 
Congress will approve of such proceeding. 

Resolved, That the Town of Charlestown ought to be 
defended against any attempts that may be made to take 
possession thereof by the enemies of America; and that the 
Convention or Council of Safety of the Colony of South- 
Carolina ought to pursue such measures as to them shall 
seem most efficacious for that purpose, and that they pro- 
ceed immediately to erect such Fortifications and Batteries, 
in or near Charlestown, as will best conduce to promote its 
security ; the expense to be paid by the said Colony. 

Resolved, That if the Convention of South- Carolina 
shall find it necessary to establish a form of Government in 
that Colony, it be recommended to that Convention to call 
a full and free representation of the people ; and that the 
said Representatives, if they think it necessary, establish 
such a form of Government as in their judgment will best 
produce the happiness of the people, and most effectually 
secure peace and good order in. the Colony, during the 
continuance of the present dispute between Great Britain 
and the Colonies. 

, The matters referred to this day postponed, and the 
Order of the Day renewed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday next. 

Monday, November 6, 1775. 
The Assembly of Pennsylvania having appointed new 
Delegates, the said Delegates produced their Credentials, 
which were read, as follows : 

"In Assembly, November 3, 1775. 

"Resolved, That the Hon. John Morton, Speaker, John 
Dickinson, Robert Morris, Benjamin Franklin, Charles 
Humphreys, Edward Biddle, Thomas Willing, Andrew 
Allen, and James Wilson, be, and they are hereby appoint- 
ed to serve as Representatives of this Province in the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

"Charles Moore, Clerk of Assembly." 

Sundry Letters from the Convention of New- York were 
read ; and, on motion made, 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to take 
into consideration the sundry Letters lately received from 
the Convention of New- York, and the state of that Colo- 
ny, and report what, in their opinion, is necessary to be 
done. .,,.-■- 

The Committee chosen : Mr. R.Livingston, Mr. Lynch, 
Mr. Harrison, Mr. Allen, and Mr. Ward. 

The Congress resuming the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee returned from the Camp, and having 
agreed to sundry articles therein contained, and come to 
sundry Resolutions, 

Ordered, That the Secretary digest in order the Reso- 
lutions of the Congress, as far as they have gone in the Re- 
port, and lay the same before Congress to-morrow. 
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Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report 
be referred till to-morrow. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to examine what Money remains in the Continen- 
tal Treasury unapplied, and to form an estimate of the 
Publick Debts already incurred, and which will become 
due on the first day of June next. 

That the Committee consist of three. 

The members chosen : Mr. Nelson, Mr. Deane, and Mr. 
Cushing. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 
John Forbes the sum of £35 11 10, equal to 94.9 Dol- 
lars, for goods and necessaries delivered to several Rifle 
Companies, and that the same ought to be paid to Blair 
McClenaghan; of which sum Captain Cluggage ought to 
be charged with £6 2 10, and Captain Chambers with 
£4 10; the remainder to the Continent. 

To Jane Allen the sum of £47 7, (130.7 Dollars,) 
and to Vendal Lands the sum of £2, both which sums 
ought to be paid to Henry fVisner, and charged to the Con- 
tinent. 

To Judah Harbow £7 12 4, and Captain Jackson £13 
4 6, New- York currency, (52.1 Dollars,) for necessaries 
furnished to several Rifle Companies, and that the same 
ought to be paid to Henry fVisner, and charged to the Con- 
tinent. 

To Andrew Graff, for Wagonage, the sum of £27 2 6, 
and to Christopher Crawford, for Blankets, the sum of 
£6 15, both which sums (90.3 Dollars) ought to be paid 
to George Graff, and charged to the Continent. 

To Richard Backhouse, for Wagonage, &tc, £51, being 
136 Dollars. 

To Miles and Wister the sum of £26 6 4, which ought 
to be paid to them, and £13 10, part thereof, be charged 
to Captain Price's Company, and 3s. to Captain Cresap's 
Company; the remainder to the Continent. 

To Frederick Leinbach, on several certificates produced, 
the sum of £58 115, (156.2 Dollars,) and that the same 
ought to be paid to George Schlosser, who is empowered 
to receive it, &.c; of which sum Captain Price ought to 
be charged with the sum of £4 13 6, and Captain Steven- 
son the sum of £3 15 0, (10 Dollars ;) and, also, that Com- 
missary Biddle ought to be charged with £6 15 1, (18 
Dollars,)" until it appears to be otherwise accounted for ; the 
remainder to. the Continent. 

To John Morrow, for Goods delivered to Captain Ste- 
venson, £71 18 10, (191,8 Dollars;) and the same ought 
to be paid to George Davis, and charged to said Steven- 
son. 

To Robert Erwin, Wagon-Master, the sum of £169 9 3, 
(451.9 Dollars,) and that the same ought to be paid to 
him. 

To Timothy Matlack, money paid by him to Joseph 
Broicn, an Express to Cambridge, the sum of £17 4 1 — 
45.9 Dollars. 

To Jasper Stimes and Abram Storm the sum of £ 1 4 9 2, 
New-York currency, (36.1 Dollars,) for Provisions and 
carriage furnished by them to the Rifle Battalion, and that 
the same ought'to be paid for them to John Alsop, Esq. 

Ordered, That the above sums be paid. 

Application being made, in behalf of the Colony of 
North- Carolina, for the sum of 3,750 Dollars, in part of 
the expense incurred by raising a body of Forces, consist- 
ing of one thousand men, for the support of the American 
Association, and the safety of North-Carolina, agreeable 
to a Resolve, of the Continental Congress: 

Resolved, That the same be paid to William Hooper, 
Joseph Hewes, and John Penn, Esquires, and charged to 
the ..Colony of North-Carolina, by which the same is to 
be accounted for, 

The Petition of Messrs. Sears and Randall, referred to 
this day, was postponed till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report 
of the Committee of Conference be referred till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, November 7, 1775. 

A Letter from General Washington, No. 11, was read. 
The Secretary having digested in order the Resolutions 



of Congress, as far as they have gone, on the Report of the 
Committee of Conference, produced the same, which, begin 
read, were agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That the following additions and alterations, 
or amendments, be made in the Rules and Regulations of 
the Continental Army, viz: 

1. All persons convicted of holding a treacherous cor- 
respondence with or giving intelligence to the enemy, shall 
suffer death, or such other punishment as a General Court- 
Martial shall think proper. 

2. All Commissioned Officers found guilty, by a General 
Court-Martial, of any fraud or embezzlement, shall forfeit 
all his pay, be ipso facto cashiered, and deemed unfit for 
further service as an Officer. 

3. All Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers, con- 
victed before a Regimental Court-Martial of stealing, em- 
bezzling, or destroying Ammunition, Provision, Tools, or 
any thing belonging to the publick stores, if a Non-Com- 
missioned Officer, to be reduced to the ranks, and punished 
with whipping, not less than fifteen nor more than thirty- 
nine lashes, at the discretion of the Court-Martial ;" if a Pri- 
vate Soldier, with the same corporeal punishment. 

4. In all cases where a Commissioned Officer is cashiered 
for cowardice or fraud, it be added in the punishment, that 
the crime, name, place of abode, and punishment of the 
delinquent, be published in the newspapers in and about 
the camp, and of that Colony from which the offender 
came or usually resides ; after which, it shall be deemed 
scandalous in any Officer to associate with him. 

5. Any Officer or Soldier who shall begin, excite, cause, 
or join in any mutiny or sedition in the Regiment, Troop, 
or Company to which he belongs, or in any other Regi- 
ment, Troop, or Company of the Continental Forces, either 
by land or sea, or in any party, post, detachment, or guard, 
on any pretence whatsoever, shall suffer death, or such 
other punishment as a General Court-Martial shall direct. 

6. Any Officer or Soldier who shall desert to the enemy, 
and afterwards be taken, shall suffer death, or such other 
punishment as a General Court-Martial shall direct. 

7. Whatsoever Commissioned Officer shall be found 
drunk on his guard party, or other duty, under arms, shall 
be cashiered, and drummed out of the Army with infamy; 
any Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier, so offending, 
shall be sentenced to be whipped, not less than twenty nor 
more than thirty-nine lashes, according to the nature of the 
offence. 

8. Whatsoever Officer or Soldier, placed as a Sentinel, 
shall be found sleeping upon his post, or shall leave it be- 
fore he shall be regularly relieved, if a Commissioned Of- 
ficer, shall be cashiered and drummed out of the Army 
with infamy; if a Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier, 
shall be sentenced to be whipped, not less than twenty, nor 
more than thirty-nine lashes, according to the nature of the 
offence. 

9. No Officer or Soldier shall lie out of his quarters or 
camp, without leave from the Commanding Officer of the 
Regiment, upon penalty, if an Officer, x)f. being mulcted 
one month's pay for the first offence, and cashiered for the 
second ; if a Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier, of being 
confined seven days on bread and water for the first offence, 
and the same punishment and a forfeiture of a week's pay 
for the second. 

10. Whatsoever Officer or Soldier shall misbehave him- 
self before the enemy, or shamefully abandon any post 
committed to his charge, or shall speak words inducing 
others to do the like, shall suffer death. 

11. All publick stores taken in the enemy's camp or 
magazines, whether of Artillery, Ammunition, Clothing, or 
Provisions, shall be secured for thc.use of the United Co- 
lonies ; and all Commissioned Officers found guilty, by 
General Court-Martial, of embezzling the same, or any of 
them, shall forfeit all his pay, be ipso facto cashiered, and 
deemed unfit for further service as an Officer ; and all Non- 
Commissioned Officers and Soldiers convicted before a 
Regimental Court-Martial of stealing or embezzlinn- the 
same, if a Non-Commissioned Officer, shall be reduced to 
the ranks and punished with whipping, not less than fifteen 
nor more than thirty-nine lashes, at' the discretion of the 
Court-Martial ; if a Private Soldier, with the same punish- 
ment. 

12. If any Officer or Soldier shall leave his pcfct or 
# 
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colours, in time of an engagement, to go in search of plun- 
der, he shall, if a Commissioned Officer, be cashiered and 
drummed out of the Army with infamy, and forfeit all share 
of plunder; if a Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier, be 
whipped, not less than twenty nor more than thirty-nine 
lashes, according to the nature of the offence, and forfeit 
all share of the plunder taken from the enemy. 

13. Every Officer commanding a Regiment, Troop, or 
Company, shall, upon notice given to him by the Commis- 
sary of the Musters, or from one of his Deputies, assemble 
the Regiment, Troop, or Company, under his command, in 
the next convenient place for their being mustered, on pe- 
nalty of his being cashiered and mulcted of his pay. 

14. At every Muster, the Commanding Officer of each 
Regiment, Troop, or Company, there present, shall give 
to the Commissary of Musters certificates, signed by him- 
self, signifying how long such Officers, Non-Commissioned 
Officers, and Soldiers, who shall not appear at the said 
muster, have been absent, and the reason of their absence ; 
which reasons, and the time of absence, shall be inserted 
in the Muster-Rolls, opposite the names of such absentees; 
and the Surgeons or their Mates shall, at the same time, 
give to the Commissary of Musters a certificate, signed by 
them, signifying the state of health or sickness of those 
under their care, and the said certificate shall, together 
with the Muster-Rolls, be by the said Commissary trans- 
mitted to the General, and to this or any future Congress 
of the United Colonies, or Committee appointed thereby, 
within twenty days next after such muster being taken ; 
on failure whereof, the Commissary so offending shall be 
discharged from the service. 

] 5- Every Officer who shall be convicted, before a Gen- 
eral Court-Martial, of having signed a false certificate, re- 
lating to the absence of either Officer, Non-Commissioned 
Officer, or Private Soldier, and every Surgeon or Mate con- 
victed of signing a false certificate, relating to the health 
or sickness of those under his care, shall be cashiered. 

16. All Officers and Soldiers who shall wilfully, or 
through negligence, disobey any General or Special Orders, 
shall be punished at the discretion of a Regimental Court- 
Martial, where the offence is against a Regimental Order, 
and at the discretion of a General Court-Martial, where the 
offence is against an Order given from the Commander-in- 
Chief, or the Commanding Officer of any detachment or 
post, and such General Court-Martial can be had. 

Resolved, That Dr. Church be close confined in some 
secure Jail in the Colony of Connecticut, without the use 
of pen, ink, and paper, and that no person be allowed to 
converse with him, except in the presence and hearing of a 
Magistrate of the Town, or the Sheriff of the County where 
he shall be confined, and in the English language, until 
further orders from this or a future Congress. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Congress proceed 
by ballot to the election of Field-Officers for the two Bat- 
talions ordered to be raised in the Colony of New-Jersey. 

The Congress then proceeded to the election, and 

Lord Stirling was unanimously chosen Colonel of the 
First. Battalion; William Wind, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel 
of the said Battalion ; William De Hart, Major of the said 
Battalion. 

William Maxwell, Esq., Colonel of the Second Batta- 
lion; Israel Shreive, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of the said 
Battalion ; David Rhea, Esq., Major of the said Batta- 
lion. 

Mr. Dickinson, desiring to be excused from attending 
the Committee for importing Anns, he, which meets in 
the evening, on account of his home out of Town, he was 
excused. 

On motion made, Resolved, That three new members 
be added to the Committee for importing Arms and Am- 
munition, and that any five of them be a quorum. 

The meinberi i chosen : Mr. Leivis, Mr, Bartleti, and 
Mr. Bullock. 

Mr. Dickinson brought a verbal message from the As- 
sembly of Pennsylvania, respecting the Resolution sent to 
that body by Mr. McKean and Mr. Deane, desiring to 
know on what evidence the Congress ground the appre- 
hensions therein expressed, of hostilities being commenced 
at or near Wyoming, between the inhabitants of the Colo- 
ny of Pennsylvania and those of Connecticut. 



Ordered, That the same be referred till to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to ta¥e into consideration the 
state of New- York brought in their Report. 

Ordered, That the same be referred till to-morrow. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, and the several 
matters to this day referred being postponed, 

Adjourned till ten o'clock, to-morrow. " 

Wednesday, Novembers, 1775. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Secret Committee ap- 
pointed to contract for the importation of Anns and Ammu- 
nition be empowered to export to the foreign West-Indies, 
on account and risk of the Continent, as much Provision^ 
or any other produce, (except Horned Cattle, Sheep, Hog^ 
and Poultry) as they may deem necessary for the importa- 
tion of Arms, Ammunition, Sulphur, and Saltpetre. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to 
confer with Mr. Kirkland. 

The members chosen : Mr. Cushing, Mr. Wythe, and 
Mr. Ward. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due : 

To Alexander Klinger, for Provisions furnished to Cap- 
tain Hendrick's Company, £9 10, and to Rcsine Mourer 
9s. 2d, for Ferriage, the whole to be paid, per order, to J/ct- 
ry Chreist, being 26.5 Dollars. 

To George Cungle, for Provisions furnished to Captain 
Ross's Company, £4 16 10—75 Dollars." 

To Henry Valentine, for transcribing Writings for the 
Congress, £3 18—10.4 Dollars. 

To Samuel Bear, for Provisions furnished to several 
Companies, £27 15 7, to be paid, per order, to Thomas 
Compton — 74 Dollars. 

To sundries, per Certificates and Accounts forvyarded 
by Leivis Ogden, for necessaries furnished Captain Ross's 
Company, and for a Guard over a Powder Wagon, £42 2, 
Neiv-York currency, to be paid, per order, to George Ken- 
nedy, being 105 Dollars. 

To Henry Dearing, for necessaries furnished to Captain 
Ross's Company, £6 17, to be paid,' per order, to John 
Biddle,' Jim., being 18.3 Dollars. 

To John Jones, for Ferriage and Provisions of Captain 
Ross's Company, £2 — 5.3 Dollars. '"__[_ 

Matthias Slough, per Certificates, for Provisions fur- 
nished several Rifle Companies, £22 3 2— 50.1 Dollais. 

To sundries, per Certificates, for Provisions fornis&e'd 
Captain Ross's Company, £23 15 5, New- York currency, 
to be paid, per order, to , being 59.4 Dollars. ~j ' 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Committee to whom were referred the Letters from 
the Convention of New -York, and the state of that Co- 
lony: 

Resolved, That a Commander, with the rank of a Colo- 
nel, be appointed to take the command of the Fortifica- 
tions or Fortresses in the Highlands, on Hudson's River. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
of New-York to empower him, the said Commander, to 
call together and command two hundred pien of the Mili- 
tia of Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster Counties, and one 
Company of Artillery from the City of New- York, who 
shall be stationed in the Highlands, until relieved by the 
Company of Artillery directed by this Congress to be 
raised in the City of New- York, and sirch other Conti- 
nental Troops as may hereafter be directed to take posses- 
sion of the same. 

Resolved, That the Minute-Men or Militia, while. on 
service, be maintained and paid at the same rate as the 
rest of the Continental Forces. , 

Resolved, That a number of the Militia of the Counties 
of Dutchess, Orange, and Ulster, be formed into indepen- 
dent Companies, under the direction of the Commander of 
the said Fortresses, and in- case of alarm, be directed to 
repair to the several stations in the Highlands, which, in 
order to prevent confusion, should be immediately assigned 
them. ~ ° 

Resolved, That the Troops which shall at any time 
hereafter be directed to garrison the Fortresses- in the 
Highlands be put under the direction of the Commander 
of the Fortresses, except when headed by a General Offi- 
cer. ...... - 
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Resolved, That the Deputy Commissary-General be 
directed to provide sufficient Provision for one thousand 
men for one month, and keep that quantity in stock. 

Resolved, That the Powder sent from this place to Gen- 
eral Schuyler be remanded, if it can be any way spared, 
and left at the Fortresses in the Highlands. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of this City 
be requested to furnish the Colony of New-York with five 
hundred pounds of Powder, and forward the same imme- 
diately to Dobbs's Ferry; that the Provincial Convention 
of Ne lo- York give order to receive it there, and send it, 
as soon as possible, to the Fortresses in the Highlands. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention 
of New- York, if they have not already sent forward a suf- 
ficient number of Cannon for the defence of the Fortresses 
erecting in the Highlands, that they immediately send for- 
ward to those Fortresses so many of the Cannon at Kings- 
bridge, o( the best quality and largest bore, as they may 
think necessary for that purpose. 

Resolved, That the Bills of Sale for the Vessels ordered 
to be purchased be made to the Continental Treasurers, 
or those who succeed them in that office, in trust, never- 
theless, for the use of the Continent, or their Representa- 
tives in Congress met. 

Resolved, That the appointment of a Commander of 
the Fortresses at the Highlands be deferred till to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Dyer having, on account of his indisposition, ex- 
cused himself from going to the northward, the Congress 
proceeded to the election of another; when Mr. R. R. 
Livingston was chosen. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
Report of the Instructions to the Committee ; which being 
debated by paragraphs, were agreed to, as follows : 

Instructions to R. R. Livingston, Robert Treat Paine, 
and J. Langdon, Esquires. 

Gentlemen : The Congress expect that you repair, 
with as much despatch as the necessary preparations for 
your journey will admit, to Ticonderoga, in order to con- 
sult with General Schuyler what number of forces will be 
necessary in Canada, and of the best and most efficacious 
method for procuring or continuing such forces in the 
Northern Department during the ensuing winter, of en- 
gaging the inhabitants of the Colony of Canada to accede 
to the Association of the United Colonies, and of protect- 
ing them for the future against their and our enemies, 

If, upon such a conference, it shall be judged necessary, 
you are authorized to direct Mr. Livingston, the Deputy 
Commissary-General, to furnish the necessary provisions 
for an army of three thousand men for six months. 

Yoa are also authorized to offer two months' pay, as a 
bounty, to such officers and soldiers as shall re-enlist, to 
be paid upon their taking the fortress at St. John's and 
Montreal, and you are to make use of every argument to 
induce them to re-enlist, or, at least, to stay until they can 
be relieved, and to assure them that the Congress have 
taken care to supply them with proper clothing. 

You are to direct the fortresses at Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point to_ be put into such a posture of defence as 
the state of our .affairs may require. 

You are to advise the General to purchase of such offi- 
cers and spldiers. who have arms, and are sick, their arms, 
for the use of those who have none, or bad ones, and are 
well. 

Ammunition, it is hoped, since the late capture, will not 
be wanting ; if it should, the Congress will send the first 
that shall, arrive. 

If there should be occasion of re-enforcements, you are 
empowered, in concert with General Schuyler, to raise 
any number that can be procured in Canada, New- York, 
or any of the New-England Governments, in order to pos- 
sess themselves of Montreal and Quebeck. 

The Congress desire you to exert your utmost endea- 
vours to induce the Canadians to accede to a union with 
these Colonies, and that they form, from their several Pa- 
rishes, a Provincial Convention, and send Delegates to 
this Congress. And as, in the present unsettled state of 
that country, a regular election can hardly be expected, 
die Congress will acquiesce in the choice of such Parishes 
and Districts as are induced to join us. 



You may, and are hereby empowered to assure them, 
that we shall hold their rights as dear as our own, and, on 
their union with us, exert our utmost endeavours to obtain 
for them and their posterity the blessings of a free Govern- 
ment, and that security to their persons and property which 
is derived from the British Constitution. 

And you may, and are hereby empowered further to 
declare, that we hold sacred the rights of conscience, and 
shall never molest them in the free enjoyment of their 
religion. 

In case General Schuyler has not yet raised the Regi- 
ment recommended to him to be raised in Canada, or in 
case he cannot proceed to Canada, you are to use all the 
means in your power to perfect the raising of a Regiment 
of Canadians, to join the Continental forces ; and you are, 
for that purpose, to take with you blank commissions, 
which, taking the advice of the General Officers, in that 
department, you are to fill up with the names of such per- 
sons as have the most merit and best qualifications for the 
service. 

Congress direct you to acquaint General Schuyler that 
they approve of his appointment of Captain Dimon to 
be a Brigade-Major, and have ordered him a commission 
accordingly. 

The Congress, moreover, are desirous that you should 
take an accurate view of the state of pur fortifications qpon 
Hudson's River, and make a report of it as soon as it can 
conveniently be done. 

If the circumstances of the Army should be such that a 
ton of powder may be spared, you are to direct that quan- 
tity to be sent to New-York, and alT such cannon and 
military stores as shall not be wanted in Canada, or in the 
fortifications on the lakes, to be sent to Albany, there to 
remain until the Congress give further directions concern- 
ing them; and, for this purpose, yon are herewith furnish- 
ed with a list of the ordnance and military stores which 
were at those places when taken. 

You are to inform the General that the pay of some of 
the officers is raised, and to take with you, from the min- 
utes, the additional establishment. 

You are to direct all such officers and ..soldiers, as shall 
re-enlist to be paid all arrears that may be due to them, 
according to the rolls to be sent by Governour Trumbull, 
who, in the mean time, will be requested by Congress to 
send the rolls to the General, ascertaining how long the 
men have been in the service. 

The disposition of the prisoners is approved of by the 
Congress, but the officers are not to be permitted to reside 
in or near any sea-port. 

You are authorized to assure Major Brown and Major 
Livingston, that the Congress have a just sense of their 
important services, and will take the first proper opportu- 
nity to reward them. 

You are also to acquaint the General, that General 
Montgomery's request, as to the pay of the Company of 
Artillery by him appointed, is complied with. 

A Committee will be appointed to procure as much 
hard money as will be necessary to be transmitted to the 
Deputy Paymaster-General in the Northern Army, to be 
used in Canada. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee ap- 
pointed to make an estimate, &c, be authorized to con- 
tract for the making proper Paper for a future emission of 
Paper Bills of Credit. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the President draw 
an. Order on the Treasurers for the sum of 3,000 Dollars, 
in favour of the Committee of Safety of this Province, 
agreeable to the request of the honourable the Assembly 
of this Province, towards the expense of the Battalion 
ordered to be raised in this Province. ,. t I2fT 

On motion made, Resolved, That all Letters: to and from 
the Delegates of the United Colonies, during the sessions 
of Congress, pass and be carried free, of postage ; the 
members having engaged, upon their honour, not to frank 
or enclose any Letters but their own. 

Ordered, That this be published. . . . . . 

On motion, Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the 
Treasurers for the sum of 20,000 Dollars, in. favour of 
Francis Lewis and Roger Sherman, Esqrs., for the pur- 
chase of Clothing ordered to be purchased by them. ._ 
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The other matters to this day referred being postponed, 
and the Order of the Day renewed, 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, November 9, 1775. 
On motion made, Resolved, That every member of this 
Congress considers himself under the ties of virtue, hon- 
our, and love of his Country, not to divulge, directly or 
indirectly, any matter or thing agitated or debated in Con- 
gress, before the same shall have been determined, without 
leave of the Congress; nor any matter or thing determined 
in Congress, which a majority of the Congress shall order 
to be kept secret. And that if any member shall violate 
this agreement, he shall be expelled this Congress, and 
deemed an enemy to the liberties of America, and liable to 
be treated as such; and that every member signify his con- 
sent to this agreement, by signing the same. 

A Letter from the Agents, Mr. Perm and Mr. A. Lee, 
respecting the delivery of the Petition, and the reception 
it met" with, was read. 

Ordered, That the substance of this Letter be pub- 
lished. 

The Congress took up the Order of the Day, for ap- 
pointing a Commander of the Fortresses on Hudson's 
R i very ancT some debate arising thereon, 

On motion made, Resolved, That the appointment of a 
Commander of the said Fortresses be postponed to Wed- 
nesday next ; and that Captain John Hanson take and 
keep the command of the said Fortresses, and the Troops 
there, until the Congress shalL appoint a Commander. 

On application made by the Delegates of Georgia, 
Resolved, That the President draw an Order on the 
Treasurers, in favour of the Delegates of that Colony, for 
the^sum of 5,000 Dollars, towards the expense of the Bat- 
talion ordered to be raised in that Colony; the said Colony 
to account for the same. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee appointed to consider the application 
from the Inhabitants of Nova-Scotia ; and after some de- 
bate, the same was postponed till to-morrow. 

The Order of the Day renewed, and the several matters 
to this day referred postponed till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, November 10, 1775. 

On motion made, Resolved, That an Order be drawn on 
the Treasurers,Tor 1,000 Dollars, in favour of Mr. R.Liv- 
ingston, Mr. Lang don, and Mr. Paine, the Committee 
appointed to repair to_tbe northward. 

On_motion made, Resolved, That the Goods bought for 
the Northern .Army be sent by land to Dobbs's Ferry; and 
that the President write to the Convention of New- York, 
and desire them to have a Vessel ready to take in the said 
Goods, and transport them immediately to Albany. 

Resolved, That the Medicines purchased in this City 
for the Army at Cambridge, be sent thither by land. 

Resolved^ That the President give written orders to Dr. 
Morgan, to call upon Mr. Sears, and desire him to deliver 
what Medicines he has under his care, or can procure, that 
they may be forwarded to the Camp at Cambridge, for the 
use of the Continental Army. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed, to inquire into the state of the Colony of Virginia, 
to consider whether any and what provisions may be neces- 
sary for its defence, and to report the same to Congress. 

That the Committee consist of five. 

The members chosen : Mr, S. Adams, Mr. Lynch, Mr. 
Wilson, Mr. tVard, aha" "Kir. Johnson. 

Resolved, That all Letters to and from the Command- 
' er-fil-Cbiel' of the Continental Army, or the Chief Com- 
mander in the Army in the Northern Department, pass and 
be carried free of postage. 

Resolved, That the Commander of the New-Jersey 
BattalioTL be directed to march six Companies of said 
Battalion, as soon as they are completed, to garrison the 
Fort on_ Hudson's River, in the Highlands, in the Colony 
of New- York._. 

Resolved, That the President write to Govemour Cooke, 



and request him to send to the Committee of Safety of 
Neiv-York one ton of Powder, for the defence of that 
City and Colony. 

Resolved, That there be paid to John Wenda'l, the ex- 
press from Albany, who has been detained twelve days by 
order of Congress, the sum of 1 1-3 Dolla r per day, for 
the time he has been detained. _ 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Delegates of New-Jersey, for the sum of 
5,000 Dollars, for the use of the Battalions. 

Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennsylvania do call 
on the gentlemen appointed to sign the Continental Bills, 
and request them with all possible expedition to complete 
that business. 

The Committee appointed to consider JurtheT_ways and 
means of promoting the manufacture ofJSaltpetre brought 
in their Report, which was read, in these words: 

It appears to your Committee, that skilful persons senj 
to Virginia, and employed there in a publick Saltpetre 
Work, under the inspection of gentlemen who will super- 
intend it, may, with sufficient assistance, produce a consi- 
derable quantity of that article ; and that a further supply 
of it may be procured from the other jColonies, if the As- 
semblies, Conventions, and CouncilsorSafety, will appoint 
proper persons in their respective Colonies, whose business 
it shall be to employ and set to work such and sojniny of 
their countrymen as they shall judge fit, to collect earth 
from which nitrous salt may be extracted, and to manufac- 
ture it into Saltpetre. 

The Congress taking into consideration the said Report, 

Resolved, That Richard Rland, Peter Poythress, John 
Bannisjer, John Buffln, Archibald Cary, Benjamin Wat- 
kins, John Tabb, Richard Adams, Richard Randolph, 
and Theodorick Bland, the younger, Esqrs., or any five or 
mere of them, be desired and empowered to agree with the 
proprietors of the publick Warehouse?, and of other places 
impregnated with nitre, in the Counties of Prince George, 
Dinividdie, Chesterfield, and Henrico; Carter Braxton, 
John Syme, Burwell Basset, Bartholomew ])andr\dge, 
William Aylett, George Brook, George Lyne, and George 
Webb, Esqrs., or any five or more of them, with such pro- 
prietors in the Counties of Hanovej;\New-Kent, King 
William, and King fy Queen; Edmund Pendleton, James 
Taylor, George Stubblefield , Mann Page, the younger, 
Joseph Jones, William Fitzhugh, of Somerset, and Field- 
ing Lewis, Esqrs., or any four or moTe~of themrwith such 
proprietors in the Counties of Caroline, Spottsyhania, and 
King George ; and Charles Carter, of Stafford, Thomas 
Ludwell Lee, Henry Lee, Thomas_ Blackburn; Charles 
Broadviater, and George Mason, Esqrs., or any_ three or 
more of them, with such proprietors in the County of Staf- 
ford, Prince William, and Fairfax, in the Colony of Vir- 
ginia, to purchase, for the use of the United Colonies, all 
the Saltpetre which may, within twelve calendar months 
be, produced from the floors and yards ofthe Warehouses 
and other places, under the management of such persons as 
the Congress shall appoint for that purpose, and to pay to 
the owners of the soil, if they will mannfacture it at their 
own expense, after the rate of two_-fiftbsjDf a Dollar for 
every pound weight, avoirdupois, of clean, pure, and neat 
Saltpetre, delivered to the gentlemen abovejianred, forthe 
use ofthe United Colonies; and to hire labourers, and pro- 
vide the necessary apparatus, to be employed under the 
direction of the said managers, in the soil of such persons 
as shall not choose to adventure in the business themselves, 
paying to the owners, if they require satisfaction, what they 
shall be willing to take, so that it do = notjexceed_Qne. forty- 
fifth part of a Dollar for every pound weight, avoirdupois, 
of Saltpetre of the like quality; in bolh which cases the 
Congress will make good the contracts, and will pay all such 
expenses as shall be incurred by the gentlemen desired to 
superintend the operation; on whose :zeal,jnfluence, and 
abilities, to procure with all convenient expedition a large 
quantity of this article, so necessary for the defence of their 
Country, and thereby render it a very Important service, 
and, by their example and activity, to Forward aiid .encour- 
age this useful work, the Congress rely with confidence. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies, 
Conventions, and Committees of Safety, of the thirteen 
United Colonies, to appoint certain persons within each of 
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the said Colonies, whose business it shall be to employ and 
set to work so many persons as they may think proper, 
both to work up such earth as is now fit for making Salt- 
petre, and to collect together and place in beds or walls, 
under sheds, all such earth and composition of materials as 
are suitable to produce Saltpetre, after being duly exposed 
to the air, in order to increase. the produce of it; and that 
the Delegates of the respective Colonies be directed to send 
this Resolution, together with the Resolve of last session 
respecting Saltpetre, to their respective Colonies, and cause 
them to be printed and made publick there. 

The Congress resuming the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on Nova-Scotia. 

Resolved, That two persons be sent, at the expense of 
these Colonies, to Nova-Scotia, to inquire into the state of 
that Colony; the disposition of the inhabitants towards the 
Amer ican cause ;^and the conditions of the Fortifications, 
Docks, Yards, the quantity of Artillery and warlike Stores, 
and the number of Soldiers, Sailors, and Ships of War 
there ; and transmit the. earliest intelligence to General 
Washington, 

Resolved, ThaLGeneral Washington be directed, in case 
he should judge it practicable and expedient, to send into 
that Colony a sufficient force to take away the Cannon and 
warlike Stores, and to destroy the Docks, Yards, and Maga- 
zines, and to take or destroy any Ships of War and Trans- 
ports there, belonging to .the enemy. 

Resolved, That two Battalions of Marines be raised, 
consisting of one Colonel, two Lieutenant-Colonels, two 
Majors, ^and other officers as usual in other Regiments; 
that they consist of an_equal number of Privates with other 
Battalions; that particular care be taken, that no persons 
be appointed to offices or enlisted into said Battalions, but 
such as are good seamen, or so acquainted with maritime 
affairs as to be able to serve to advantage by sea when re- 
quired ; that they be enlisted and commissioned to serve 
for ancf during the present war between Great Britain anjL 
the Colonies, unless dismissed by order of Congress ; that 
they be distinguished by the names of the First and Se- 
cond Battalions of American Marines, and that they be 
considered assart of the number which the Continental 
Army before Boston is ordered to consist of. 

Ordered, That a_copy of the above be transmitted to 
the General. , r 

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for taking into 
consideration the Report of the Committee on the disputes 
between the people of Connecticut. and Pennsylvania, on 
the waters ofthe Susquehannah. 

The Order of the Da y being renewed, 

Adjourned t o ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, November 11, 1775. 
On motion made, Resolved, That it be recommended 
to such proprietors of Tobacco Warehouses and Tobacco 
Houses, in Virginia and Maryland, as cannot speedily 
have the earth of the floors of jheir. houses worked for 
Saltpetre, that they cause those floors to be soon dug up 
and left fine, loose, and light, at least six inches deep, suffer- 
ing the tobacco stalks and trashy leaves to be spTead 
thereon, and leaving the doors open, especially m dry 
weather, as often as convenience will permit, whereby the 
soil will be much the more impregnated with nitrous parti- 
cles, the manufacture of Saltpetre facilitated, and the quan- 
tity thereof greatly increased. 

Two Petitions, one from Charles Wharton, the other 
from James Longhead, praying" to be appointed Commis- 
saries to the Battajions. raising in this .Colony, were read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of three 
he appointed, to contract with such person or persons as 
will undertake, at the cheapest rate, to supply such Con- 
tinental Troops as are or may be in the Barracks at Phi- 
ladelphia, during their stay there, with the Rations allowed 
by this Congress. """ " - 

The members appointed : Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lewis, and 
Mr. Allen. .L. 

Resolved, That jthe Recruiting Officers in Pennsylvania 
send the Recruits they may enlist, as soon as raised, to the 
Barracks in Philadelphia. 



A Letter from VoTkert P. J}puw, Esq., dated 6th inst., 
was read. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of five 
be appointed, to take into consideration the foregoing Let- 
ter, and the Minutes of the Treaty held with the Indians 
at Albany, by the Indian Commissioners of the Northern 
Department, and report thereon. 

The members chosen : Mr. Wythe, Mr, Franklin, Mr. 
Sherman, Mr. Huane, and Mr. Cushing. 

On motion mad e. Resolved. L That the Committee ap- 
pointed to proceed To Ticonderoga and Canada be direct- 
ed to confer with the Generals^comrnancUng in that De- 
partment, on the propriety of sending the whole or any 
part of the Army under theirjeommand, with _proper Ar- 
tillery and Ammunition, to Qttebeck, in order to second 
Colonel Arnold's expedition, or to renew the attempt, 
should his have failed, andla~give directions accordingly. 

Resolved, That S e ^2L t '§S^ on ?_°L2^ e ^ e ^_i5L£ ase 'JL 
comes into our hands, be repaired, and furnished with such 
Provisions, Arms, Ammunition, and Artillery, as may be 
necessary to its security. 

Resolved, That in case any one ofthe foregoing Com- 
mittee be disabkdjDr prevented Trom proceeding, the other 
two have full power to proceed and transact the business 
intrusted to them._ 7 ~ ^J ~ " : _ 

The Committee, appointed to confer with Mr. Kirkland 
brought in their Heport, whicli was read ; and the same 
being taken into consideration, the Congress" Time to the 
following Resolution : r " , " _~~ 7 ~"~ r ~~"~~_~7..J.7 

Whereas Mr. Kirkland Jias been put to a .considerable 
expense, and has uhdergonS"tiiiich fatigue and hardship, in 
procurmglhe Indians to "meet t{k> Commissioners, at Al- 
bany, und enter into the treaty concluded there ~W August 
last ; and that he hath been ..ifiry "active and successful in 
endeavouring to conciliate' the good, will of those people 
towards the inhabitants of the United Colonies, and hath 
in some measure defeatedjhe machinati ons of the emissa- 
ries and agents of the British^Miivstry to increass the 
number of our enemies : T: " ' ==" ~-~ r _- " ,; 

Resolved, That 113 Dollars be paid to the. Rev. Sam- 
uel Kirkland, for his past services, out of the Continental 
Treasury. 

Resolved, That for the propagation of theGospel amongst 
the Indians, and conciliating their affections to the United 
Colonies, and thereby preserving their friendship and neu- 
trality, Mr, Kirkland be continuedjn Ms mission_amongst 
them ; and that, for those importanrpurjiQses, he beallowed 
and paid, out ofthe Continental Treasury, for the support 
of himself and family the ensuing year, sixty-five Pounds 
sterling, or 288 8-9 Dollars ; and thjt sixty Pounds sterling, 
or 266 2-3 Dollars, be advanced to_him, to be by him dis- 
posed of in such manner as. jhay best ~p ror iiote the happi- 
ness of the Indians, and attac h tFem to these Colonies. 

ResolvecT, That the further consideration ofthe Report 
be postponed until the CommijtSe Jo whom ilr.. JDowv's 
Letter and the. Minutes of the laleTTreaty are referred shall 
have made their Report. 

On motion made, Resolved, That three thousand tin 
Cartouch-Boxes be made antf sent to the Camp ; "But if tin 
can be procured, to send it, / 7 "iL-;~- 

Ordered, That the Delegategjof. Pennsylvania be ap- 
pointed to carry the above Reso]ve"into. execution. : 

- On motion made, Resolved, That _ the ^Committee on 
Saltpetre be empowered to contract: with the gentlemen 
who offer to proceed to Virginia on this business, 

Resolved, That the Report of the^Committee on the 
disputes between the people of Pennsylvania and Cercnec- 
ticut be referred to Monday. -_,- --_- z.--^-- : 

On motion made, Resolved, That five hundred thousand 
Dollars be sent to the Paymaster-General, for the use of 
the Army in Massachmetts-Bay. ~ -="-" = 

That fifty thousand Dollars be sent to the Convention 
of New-York, to be accounted for by said Convention. 

That the Delegates of Pennsylvania be appointed to 
count and forward the said sums under a guard, viz: two 
Light Horse arjd a servant. 

Two Petitions, one from Murray, Sansom, and others, 
and the other from Jasper G rifling, were read. 

Ordered, To be referred to a CommTpee of three. 
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The members chosen: Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lee, and Mr. 
Johnson. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, November 13, 1775. 

A Letter from General Washington, with sundry Papers 
enclosed, was read. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Rules and Regu- 
lations for the Army be published, with the additions and 
alterations lately made, and that the Preamble or First Ar- 
ticle, giving the Soldiers leave to sign or not to sign the 
same, be omitted. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to prepare a Declaration, in answer to several ille- 
gal Ministerial Proclamations that have lately appeared in 
America, and that the Committee consist of three. 

The members chosen : Mr./?. H.Lee, Mr. Wilson, and 
Mr. W. Livingston. 

Resolved, That Wednesday next be assigned for the 
appointment of a Brigadier-General for the Army in the 
Massachusetts-Bay. 

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for taking into 
consideration the Memorials respecting Tea. 

Tuesday, November 14, 1775. 
The several matters to this day referred being postponed, 
and the Order of the Day renewed, adjourned to ten o'clock, 
to-morrow. 

Wednesday, November 15, 1775. 
An Express having arrived, with an account of the sur- 
render of Fort St. John's, the Letters from General Schuy- 
ler and General Montgomery were read. 

On motion made, Ordered, That an Order be drawn on 
the Treasurers for 542 Dollars, in favour of Captain Tho- 
mas Price, he to be accountable for the same, being on 
account of his Rifle Company. 

The Committee to whom the Petition from Jasper Grif- 
fing, and the Petition from Murray, Sansom &f Co., and 
others, were referred, brought in their Report, as follows : 

That your Committee on the Memorial of Jasper Grif- 
fing are of opinion, that the examination of the facts set 
forth in that memorial ought to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Observation for Guilford ; and that the same 
being sufficiently proved, the Schooner Betsey, mentioned 
in the said memorial, ought to be permitted to proceed on 
her voyage, with the cargo purchased and provided for her 
before the 10th day of September last; the master and 
owner of the vessel previously making oath, that they will 
use their best and utmost endeavours, that the said cargo 
shall be landed in some foreign port. 

On the Memorial of Murray, Sansom if Co., Jacob 
Watson, and Frederick Rhinelander, of the City of New- 
York, your Committee having examined, as far as they 
could, into the conduct of the parties concerned, find no 
ground to suspect that the owners of the cargo intended it 
should be landed or disposed of in any other manner than 
set forth in the said memorial ; but your Committee think 
there is just ground to suspect that William Barron, the 
master of the Ship Peggy, would not be very solicitous to 
prevent the cargo, which might be useful to the Ministerial 
Army, from falling into the possession of the men of war, 
he having been before taken in the same ship, in Rhode- 
Island, with a cargo from Chesapeake-Bay, for Europe; 
nor can your Committee approve the conduct of the owner 
of the ship, who continued the captain afterwards. 

Your Committee are therefore of opinion, that another 
master ought to be appointed to the said ship, who shall 
be approved by the Committee of Norwich ; and that the 
time of her sailing, as well as her track, be appointed by 
that Committee, and the master sworn to use his best en- 
deavours to prevent the said ship falling into the posses- 
sion of any man-of-war or cutter, and to pursue as far as 
he can, the orders of the said Committee in navigating the 
said ship; on which terms your Committee are of opinion, 
the said ship ought to be permitted to proceed with her 
cargo. 

The said Report being read, was accepted and agreed to. 



A proposal, made by Nathaniel Sackett, for making a 
quantity of Saltpetre, being read, 

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Saltpetre 
Committee. 

Ordered, That the Report on the difference between the 
people of Connecticut and Pennsylvania, also the appoint- 
ment of a Brigadier-General, be postponed till to-morrow. 

Order of the Day renewed. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, November 16, 1775. 

On motion made, Resolved, That two small swift sailing 
Vessels be provided for Packets, to be under the direction 
of the Congress. 

That Mr. R. Morris, of this City, be appointed to pro- 
vide said Vessels, and that he be directed to get one ready 
to sail as soon as possible, and the other in a month hence. 

That a Committee of three be appointed, to devise ways 
and means for employing these Vessels to the best advan- 
tage. ^ 

The members chosen : Mr. Lynch, Mr. JR. Morris, and 
Dr. Franklin. 

Resolved, That the appointment of a Brigadier-Gen- 
eral be deferred until Thursday next. 

The Assembly of Pennsylvania having recommended 
three gentlemen for Field-Officers for the Battalion order- 
ed to be raised in said Colony, and applications from sun- 
dries, to be appointed Adjutant and Quartermaster, being 
laid before Congress, 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Sundry Papers from the Great and General Court of the 
Colony of Massachusetts-Bay being laid before Congress 
and read, 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee 
of seven. 

The members chosen : Mr. Johnson, Mr. Sherman, Mr. 
W. Livingston, Mr. Ward, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Hooper, 
and Mr. Harrison. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee ap- 
pointed on the 11th instant, to contract for supplying the 
Pennsylvania Battalion in Philadelphia, be empowered to 
contract for supplying them, for twelve calendar months, 
to commence Monday next, provided they are so long 
continued in the Continental service. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due: 

To Henry Rankin, for Provisions, &c, to Captain Ross's 
Company of Riflemen, 161.9 Dollars, 

To John Hider, for a Boat and five men, two days, car- 
rying Powder to Trenton, the sum of £4, to be paid Jo- 
seph Jewell — 10.6 Dollars. 

To Francis Lee, for Horse-hire for Expresses, the sum 
of 20 Dollars. 

To John Little, for entertainment of several Expresses, 
the sum of 16.8 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

The Committee of Claims also reported an Account of 
Major Coates and Captain Copperthwaite, which being read, 

Ordered, That the same lie on the table for the perusal 
of the members. 

Ordered, That, the Delegates write to their colleagues, 
who are absent, and inform them that the Congress expect 
their immediate attendance. 

Resolved, That for the future, no member absent him- 
self from Congress without leave of Congress. 

That the Report of the Committee on the disputes be- 
tween Pennsylvania and Connecticut be referred till to- 
morrow. 

On motion, Resolved, That it be a rule of this Congress, 
that every member remain in his seat whilst any paper is 
reading or question putting. 

A Letter from Mr. Mifflin, Quartermaster-General, of 
the 3d instant, to the Committee for providing Clothin", 
was read, and returned to said Committee. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the Instructions to 
the Delegates of Rhode-Island be deferred till to-morrow 

The Order of the Day being renewed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 
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Friday, November 17, 1775. 

A Letter from General Washington, with a Letter and 
Journal from Colonel Arnold, and sundry papers, were 
read ; and the General's Letter being taken into considera- 
tion, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, to take into 
consideration so much of said Letter as relates to the dis- 
posal of such Vessels and Cargoes, belonging to the enemy, 
as shall fall into the hands, or be taken by the inhabitants 
of the United Colonies. 

That the Committee consist of seven. 

The members chosen : Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Rutledge, 
Mr. /. Adams, Mr. W. Livingston, Dr. Franklin, Mr. 
Wilson, and Mr. Johnson. 

Resolved, That the Prisoners taken at Chambly and St. 
John's be sent to and kept in the Towns of Reading, 
Lancaster, and York, in the Colony of Pennsylvania. 

That the Committee appointed the 11th instant, to con- 
tract for supplying the Battalion raised in Pennsylvania, 
be empowered to distribute the above Prisoners in the 
Towns aforesaid, and contract for their support or subsist- 
ence. 

That the Rations of the Privates be the same as are 
allowed the Privates in the Continental Army. 

That Orders issue to the Officer who has the charge of 
conducting the Prisoners, to march them by the nearest 
road to Reading, in the Colony of Pennsylvania, and that 
the Deputy Commissary-General be directed to supply 
them with Provisions for their march, agreeable to the Ra- 
tions supplied the Continental Army. 

That the said Commissary be directed, if the Prisoners 
agree to it, to send the women, children, and baggage, by 
water to Amboy, from thence to be sent across to Borden- 
town, and from thence by water to Philadelphia, from 
which last place they will be sent to join the garrison in 
the Towns allotted them, this being judged the safest, 
cheapest, and most commodious way of conveying them. 

Whereas it is become necessary to appoint another 
Colonel of the Regiment of Artillery, in the room of 
Colonel Gridley, on account of his advanced age, 

Resolved, That this Congress will indemnify Colonel 
Gridley for any loss of half-pay which he may sustain in 
consequence of his having been in the service of the United 
Colonies. 

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of a Colonel 
of the Regiment of Artillery, and Henry Knox, Esq., was 
unanimously elected. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Commissioned 
Officers taken in the Forts of Chambly and St. John's 
be put upon their parole of honour, that they will not go 
into or near any sea-port Town, nor farther than six miles 
distant from the respective places of their residence, with- 
out leave of the Continental Congress ; and that they will 
carry on no political correspondence whatever, on the sub- 
ject of the dispute between Great Britain and these Co- 
lonies, so long as they remain Prisoners. 

Whereas the Officers taken at Fort Chambly have been 
permitted by General Schuyler to make choice of and to 
reside in Trenton, in New-Jersey, and the disposition of 
the Prisoners by him made has been approved by Con- 
gress, 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolution be 
sent to the Committee of Trenton, and that the said Com- 
mittee be desired to get the same signed by the Officers 
there. 

Resolved, That the Officers taken at St. John's be sent 
to Windham and Lebanon, in the Colony of Connecticut, 
provided General Schuyler has not given his word for an- 
other disposition of them. 

Resolved, That there be a call of the House on Monday 
next, at ten o'clock. 

The several matters to this day referred postponed to 
Monday next, to which time the Congress adjourned, to 
ten o'clock. 

Monday, November 20, 1775. 

Sundry Letters from General Washington and Governour 
Trumbull, with papers enclosed, among which sundry in- 
tercepted Letters from Cork, were read. 
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Two Petitions, one from Godfreed Fehr, the other from 
Melchior Neff, were presented to Congress and read. 

Captain John Hulbert, who was sent by Gen. Schuyler 
to conduct the Officers who were taken prisoners at Fort 
Chambly to Trenton, attended and made report of his pro- 
ceedings, and the disposal of the Prisoners. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the sum of 16,669 1-3 
Dollars be put into the hands of Mr. Thomas Lowry, of 
New-Jersey, for the purpose of furnishing the two Batta- 
lions raised in New-Jersey with the articles allowed them 
in lieu of bounty, and for one month's pay of said Batta- 
lions ; he to give security for the disposal of said Money, 
and to render account to Congress. 

Ordered, That Mr. R. Morris confer with Mr. Lowry, 
and receive his proposals with regard to the recompense he 
will expect for his service. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to advertise 
and receive proposals and contract for supplying said Bat- 
talions with the Rations allowed them. That this be re- 
ferred to the Committee appointed to contract for supply- 
ing the Battalion raised in Pennsylvania. 

The Congress then proceeded to the election of an Ad- 
jutant for the Battalion under the command of Colonel 
Lord Stirling, raised in the eastern division of New- Jersey, 
when Mr. Alexander Clough was unanimously elected. 

On motion made, Resolved, That General Schuyler be 
directed to make further search in the places where the 
Lead was found at Crown Point and Ticonderoga, and 
that as much Lead as can be spared be sent immediately 
to the Camp at Cambridge. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered to 
contract for the importation of one hundred tons of Lead. 

Resolved, That the intercepted Letters be referred to the 
Committee of seven, appointed the 17th instant, in order 
to select such parts of them as it may be proper to publish, 
and lay the same before Congress. 

The several matters to this day referred postponed till 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, November 21, 1775. 

Mr. Morris, who was appointed to confer with Mr. . 
Lowry, having made his Report, and the same being con- 
sidered, 

Resolved, That Mr. Lowry be allowed one and a quar- 
ter per cent., in full of all charges, for the Money passing 
through his hands. 

The Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, to take into their further consideration the 
Trade of the United Colonies; and after some time spent 
therein, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward 
reported, that the Committee had taken into consideration 
the matters to them referred, and had come to certain Re- 
solutions, which he was ready to report when the Congress 
will receive them. 

Ordered, That the Report of the Committee be now 
read. 

The same being read, was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Orders of the Day being renewed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, November 22, 1775. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
from the Committee of the Whole; which was agreed to, 
as follows : 

The Committee of the Whole House to whom were re- 
ferred the several Petitions from the Island of Bermuda, 
representing the distress to which they are exposed by the 
Non-Exportation Agreement, and praying to be relieved 
in such manner as the Congress may deem consistent with 
the safety of America, report that they have considered the 
same, and thereupon came to the following Resolutions : 

That the Inhabitants of the Island of Bermuda appear 
friendly to the cause of America, and ought to be supplied 
with such and so great a quantity of the produce of these 
Colonies as may be necessary for their subsistence and 
home consumption ; that, in the opinion of this Commit- 
tee, they will annually require, for the purposes aforesaid, 
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seventy-two thousand bushels of Indian Corn, two thou- 
sand barrels of Bread or Flour, one thousand barrels of 
Beef or Pork, two thousand one hundred bushels of Peas 
or Beans, and three hundred tierces of Rice ; and that they 
be permitted to export the same yearly. 

That the said Inhabitants ought to pay for the above 
annual allowance in Salt ; but it is not the design of this 
Resolution to exclude them from the privilege of receiving 
American produce, to any amount, in exchange for Arms, 
Ammunition, Saltpetre, Sulphur, and Field-Piec.es, agree- 
able to a Resolution of Congress, passed the 15th of July last. 

That to enable such of these Colonies as can conve- 
niently furnish the Island of Bermuda with the abovemen- 
tioned annual allowance to divide whatever advantages may 
result therefrom, in proportion to their respective shares of 
the general expense, it is further the opinion of this Com- 
mittee — ■ 

That the Colony of South- Carolina supply them with 
three hundred tierces of Rice. 

That the Colony of North- Carolina supply them with 
sixteen thousand bushels of Indian Corn, and four hundred 
and sixty-eight bushels of Peas or Beans. 

That the Colony of Virginia supply them with thirty- 
six thousand bushels of Indian Corn, and one thousand and 
fifty bushels of Peas or Beans. 

That the Colony of Maryland supply them with twenty 
thousand bushels of Indian Corn, and five hundred and 
eighty-two bushels of Peas or Beans. 

That the Colony of Pennsylvania supply them with one 
thousand two hundred barrels of Flour or Bread, and six 
hundred barrels of Beef or Pork. 

That the Colony of New- York supply them with eight 
hundred barrels of Flour or Bread, and four hundred bar- 
rels of Beef or Pork. 

That the Conventions or Committees of Safety of the 
abovementioned Colonies ought to superintend the said 
exportation, provide against frauds, and take care that, in 
exchanging the said commodities of Salt and Provisions, 
no undue advantages be taken, by either party, of their 
mutual wants; and, further, that no Vessel employed in 
this business ought to load without their permission ; and 
that when they shall, in pursuance of these Resolutions, 
permit any of the said Vessels to load, they do give notice 
thereof to the Committee of Inspection of the County, City, 
or Town where such Vessel shall load, and inform them 
that the same is done under the authority and by order of 
this Congress. 

That these Resolutions ought to be kept as private as 
the execution of them will admit; that they should be 
transmitted to the several Conventions, Assemblies, or Com- 
mittees of Safety, of the United Colonies, and to the Island 
of Bermuda ; and that the Inhabitants of the latter be in- 
formed that the Congress will afford them other necessa- 
ries, such as Lumber, Soap, and Candles, whenever the 
quality and quantity of each of those articles used in the 
Island shall be ascertained. 

That Edward Stiles be permitted, under the direction 
of the Committee of Safety of the Colony of Pennsylvania, 
to send the Brig Sea Nymph, Samuel Stobel, Master, with 
four thousand bushels of Indian Corn, three hundred bar- 
rels of Flour, one hundred barrels of Bread, twenty barrels 
of Pork, eight barrels of Beef, thirty boxes of Soap, and 
fifteen barrels of Apples, to Bermuda, for the immediate 
supply of the Inhabitants; and that the said Cargo be con- 
sidered as part of the annual allowance aforesaid, for the 
year ensuing. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on Mr. Douw's Letter, and the Minutes 
of the late Treaty at Albany, and, after some debate, the 
same was postponed. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, November 23, 1775. 

On motion made, Ordered, That one hundred and twenty 
Dollars be paid to Captain Hulbert, and charged to account 
of General Schuyler; and that said Hulbert, after station- 
ing his men at the Fortresses on Hudson's River, have 
leave to be absent ten days. 



The Committee for fitting out four Armed Vessels brought 
in a set of Rules for the government of the American Navy, 
and Articles to be signed by the officers and men employed 
in that service; which were read, and ordered to lie on 
the table for the perusal of the members. 

The Committee of seven, to whom General Washing- 
ton's Letter was referred, brought in their Report ; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table for the perusal 
of the members. 

Resolved, That these Reports be taken into considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

The Committee of Inspection of the City of Philadel- 
phia laid before Congress information of importance, which 
was read. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
Report on Mr. Douw's Letter and the Albany Treaty, 
and, after debate, the first paragraph was postponed. The 
remainder was agreed to, as follows : 

The Committee to whom it was referred to take into 
consideration the Letter from Volkert P. Douw, Esq., and 
the Minutes of the Treaty held with the Indians at Albany, 
by the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Northern 
Department, have examined the same, and come to the 
following Resolutions thereupon : 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the In- 
dians be assured that this Congress are pleased with their 
desire that the trade should be opened, as formerly, at 
Albany and Schenectady; that the Congress will exert 
their strenuous endeavours to procure the goods the Indians 
may want, and put the trade under such wise regulations 
as that mutual justice may be effected ; and that they hope 
those endeavours will be successful. 

That General Schuyler be desired to furnish the Com- 
missioners at Albany with some Powder, if he can spare 
it, to be distributed among the Indians, who, in the present 
circumstances, are much distressed by the want of that article. 

That the Commissioners for transacting Indian affairs in 
the Northern Department be desired to obtain from the 
Mohawk Indians and the Corporation of Albany a state 
of the controversy between them, concerning the land de- 
sired by the former, in the late treaty at Albany, to be 
restored to them, and report the matter, as it shall appear 
to them, to the Congress. .. 

That the said Commissioners be desired, at the expense 
of the United Colonies, to provide for and entertain the 
Sachems or Warriors of the Sip Nations and other Indians 
friendly to these Colonies, their attendants and messengers, 
with the accustomed hospitality, when they come to Albany 
or Schenectady, to treat, or give intelligence of publics 
affairs, or upon a visit ; and, for this purpose, that seven 
hundred and fifty Dollars be lodged in the hands of the 
said Commissioners, subject to account. 

That the said Commissioners be directed to employ two 
Blacksmiths, for reasonable salaries, to reside among and 
work, for the Indians of the Six Nations. 

That the said Commissioners be empowered to employ 
an Interpreter, with a salary of 222 1-5 Dollars, by the 
year, commencing the 12th day of this month, who shall 
also be allowed his travelling expenses, to be settled by the 
Commissioners ; and James Deane, if they judge him well 
qualified, is recommended to execute this office. 

That twenty-three Dollars be paid to James Deane, over 
and above the seventy-five Dollars advanced him by the 
Commissioners, for bis past services. 

On motion made, Resolved, That three members be 
added to the Committee on the Albany Treaty, and that 
they be directed to consider of a plan for carrying on a 
Trade with the Indians, and to devise ways and means for 
procuring Goods proper for that Trade. 

The members added: Mr. Wilson, Mr. Deane, and Mr. 
Lewis. 

Whereas Major Hawlcy, from the situation of his private 
affairs, cannot attend the business of a Commissioner for 
Indian Affairs, and having by his Letter desired to be ex- 
cused from that service, 

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for electing a 
Commissioner for Indian Affairs in the Northern Depart- 
ment, in the room of Mr. Hawley. 

Information being given, that certain frauds have been 
attempted in executing contracts for the Continent, 
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Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to 
inquire into this matter. 

The members chosen : Mr. Sherman, Mr. Lynch, Mr. 
Johnson, Colonel Lee, and Mr. S. Adams. 

Application being made by Mr. Jay, in behalf of Lieu- 
tenant Hamar, one of the prisoners at Trenton, for leave 
to reside with Mr. Duer, near Saratoga, the same was 
granted, he to be on the same parole as heretofore, with this 
variation : not to go farther than twelve miles distant from 
the place now assigned him. 

Application being also made in behalf of Lieutenant 
Symes, a prisoner now in the Jail of this City, for leave to 
reside at Trenton, on the same parole as the other Officers 
there, the same was granted. 

Information being given by the Committee of Inspection 
of this City, that sundry persons have refused to receive in 
payment or give a currency to the Bills issued by order of 
this Congress, and also to those emitted by the Assembly 
of this Province, 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee 
of seven, who are to take the same into consideration, and 
make report thereon to Congress. 

The members chosen : Mr. Jay, Dr. Franklin, Mr. #. 
Adams, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Rutledge, and 
Mr. Jefferson. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, and the Orders of the Day renewed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, November 24, 1775. 
On motion made, Resolved, That despatches be sent to 
the Colony Agents in England, by Mr. Morris's Vessel, 
which will be ready to sail on Monday next. 

The Committee to whom the intercepted Letters were 
referred brought in their Report ; which being read and 
agreed to, 

Resolved, That it be recommitted to the same Commit- 
tee, and that they have the extracts agreed to published, 
together with an authentick account of the capture of Cham- 
bly and St. John's, and to have one thousand copies struck 
off, to go with the despatches. 

That the said Committee prepare a Letter to the Colo- 
ny Agents, to go by Mr. Morris's Vessel. 

The Congress proceeded to the choice of an Indian 
Commissioner, in the room of Major Hawley. 

Timothy Edwards was unanimously elected. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of three 
be appointed, to take into consideration the state of North- 
Carolina, and report to Congress what, in their opinion, is 
necessary to be done for its safety and security. 

The nrembers chosen : Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Jefferson, 
and Mr. Paca. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
Report of the Committee on General Washington's Let- 
ter, and the same being again read, and after being debated, 
referred till to-morrow. 

A Petition from Downham Newton was presented and 
read. 

Resolved, That the same be committed to a Committee 
of three. 

The members chosen : Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Allen, and 
Mr. Jay. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Treasurers pay 
such sums of Money as the Committee for promoting the 
manufacture of Saltpetre shall draw Orders upon, or apply 
to them for, not exceeding 1,000 Dollars, to be accounted 
for by the said Committee. 

That in case the Committee for promoting the manufac- 
ture of Saltpetre cannot procure persons to go to Virginia 
for that purpose, it be recommended to the gentlemen 
who are desired and empowered to superintend and forward 
the work in that Colony to employ any skilful managers 
they can meet with, to undertake it. 

A Petition from Captain Dugal McGregor was present- 
ed and read._ 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee of three, 
above appointed. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in their Report; 



which was read, and ordered to be taken into consideration 
to-morrow. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, November 25, 1775. 
The Congress proceeded to the election of Field-Officers 
for the Battalion raising in Pennsylvania, when John Bull, 
Esq., was elected Colonel ; James Irvine, Esq., Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel ; Anthony James Morris, Major. 

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for the ap- 
pointment of an Adjutant and a Quartermaster for the 
Second Battalion raised in New-Jersey, and of an Adju- 
tant and Quartermaster for the Battalion raised in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Resolved, That Tuesday next be assigned for taking 
into consideration the Memorials of the Tea-Holders in 
New- York and Philadelphia. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 
John Minchman, for Provisions furnished to several Rifle 
Companies, the sum of 65.2 Dollars. 

Christopher Haine, for Kettles and Canteens furnished 
to Captain Stevenson and Captain Ross's Companies, the 
sum of 35.8 Dollars, which ought to be paid to Gibson fy 
Aston. 

Richard Bache, Deputy Postmaster, for sundry postages, 
from the 14th of October to 8th November, 1775, inclu- 
sive, 31.1 Dollars. 

Thomas Dewees, for dieting the crew of the Ship Re- 
becca fy Francis, the sum of 44.4 Dollars. 

Levi Hollingsworth, for expenses of himself and three 
others, to Ticonderoga and back again, who took with them 
a sum of money for General Schuyler, the sum of 128 
Dollars. 

Andrew Bunker, for Blankets and Kettles furnished 
Captain Stevenson's Company by Anthony Noble, 41.4 
Dollars. 

Dr. Franklin, for the expenses of Mr. Harrison, Mr. 
Lynch, and himself, on their journey to the Camp at Cam- 
bridge, including Carriage Hire, &ic, the sum of 581.9 
Dollars ; and for other moneys paid by him for the Conti- 
nental service, including 20 Dollars advanced to Christo- 
pher Madeira, and to be charged to him, the sum of 72.7 
Dollars. 

John Sterret, for Goods furnished by Joseph Holmes to 
Captain Morgan's Company, to be charged to said Com- 
pany, the sum of 55.9 Dollars. 

William West, for Goods furnished by John Holmes to 
Captain Cluggage's Company, the sum of 281.3 Dollars; 
of which sum, 35 12-90 Dollars being for Blankets charged 
to the Continent, and the remainder to Captain Cluggage's 
Company. 

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on General Washington's Letter, and 
the same being debated by paragraphs, was agreed to, as 
follows : 

The Committee to whom so much of the Letter from 
General Washington to the President, dated the 8th 
instant, as relates to the disposal of the Vessels and Car- 
goes belonging to the enemy, which shall fall into the hands 
of or be taken by the inhabitants of the United Colonies, 
and so much of the Report of the Committee of Congress, 
which lately went to the Camp at Cambridge, as related 
to that subject, were referred, have examined the matter 
thereof, and directed the same, as it appears to them, together 
with the Resolutions of the Committee thereupon, to be re- 
ported as followeth : 

It appears to your Committee, from undoubted informa- 
tion, that many vessels which had cleared at the respective 
custom-houses in these Colonies, agreeable to the regula- 
tions established by acts of the British Parliament, have in a 
lawless manner, without even the semblance of just authori- 
ty, been seized by His Majesty's ships of war, and carried 
into the harbour of Boston and other ports, where they 
have been rifled of their cargoes, by orders of His Majes- 
ty's naval and military officers there commanding, without 
the said vessels having been proceeded against by any form 
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of trial, and without the charge of having offended against 7th. That when any vessel or vessels shall 'be fitted out at 
any law. the expense of any private person or persons, then the cap- 
It further appears to your Committee, that orders have tures made shall be to the use of the owner or owners of the 
been issued, in His Majesty's name, to the commanders of said vessel or vessels ; that where the vessels employed in 
his ships of war, " to proceed as in the case of actual rebel- the capture shall be fitted out at the expense of any of the 
lion against such of the sea-port Towns and places, being United Colonies, then one-third of the prize taken shall 
accessible to the King's ships, in which any troops shall be be to the use of the captors, and the remaining two-thirds 
raised or military works erected ;" under colour of which to the use of the said Colony; and where the vessels so 
said orders the commanders of His Majesty's said ships of employed shall be fitted out at the Continental charge, then 
war have already burned and destroyed the flourishing and one-third shall go to the captors, and the remaining two- 
populous Town of Falmouth, and have fired upon and thirds to the use of the United Colonies; provided, never- 
much injured several other Towns within the United Colo- theless, that if the capture be a vessel of war, then the 
nies, and dispersed, at a late season of the year, hundreds captors shall be entitled to one-half of the value, and the 
of helpless women and children, with a savage hope that remainder shall go to the Colony or Continent, as the case 
those may perish under the approaching rigours of the sea- may be, the necessary charges of condemnation of all 
son, who may chance to escape destruction from fire and prizes being deducted before any distribution made, 
sword — a mode of warfare long exploded amongst civilized 8th. That the captures heretofore made, by vessels fitted 
nations. out at the Continental charge, were justifiable, and that the 
It also appears to your Committee, that the good people distribution of the captor's share of the prizes, by General 
of these Colonies, sensibly affected by the destruction of Washington, be confirmed, which is as follows, viz: 

their property and other unprovoked injuries, have at last Captain or Commander, - 6 Mate, U 

determined to prevent, as much as possible, a repetition First Lieutenant, - - -5 Gunner - - - . n 

thereof, and to procure some reparation for the same, by fit- Second Lieutenant, - -4 Boatswain,- - - -U 

ting out armed vessels and ships of force; in the execution Surgeon, 4 Gunner's Mate - - li 

of which commendable designs, it is possible that those who Master,'- ----- 3 Sergeant - - - - if 

have not been instrumental in the unwarrantable violences Steward ----- 2 Privates ' - - - - 1 

above mentioned may suffer, unless some laws be made to n ' • , „ , , rfu t ' /-, 

regulate, and tribunals erected competent to determine the . ° n . m0tl ° n ™te,Re,ohed, That the Committee who 

propriety of captures ; whereupon, your Committee came br0Ug t ht '" ie {aK * om f ^port, after consu tingthe books, 

!o the following Resolutions : report whether any and what addition, ,n their opinion, may 

1st. That all such ships of war, frigates, sloops, cutters, be " iade t0 the second Resolut,on - 
and armed vessels, as are or shall be employed in the pre- Resolved, That that part of General Washington's Let- 
sent cruel and unjust war against the United Colonies, and ter > No - 7 ' of l . ne ll }^ instant, respecting the capture of a 
shall fall into the hands of or be taken by the inhabitants Vessel b y the inhabitants of New- Hampshire, be referred 
thereof, be seized and forfeited, to and for the puposes t0 ,,,e Committee who brought in the foregoing Report, 
hereinafter mentioned. anci ,nat the y report thereon to Congress. 

2d. That all transport vessels in the same service, having The Congress then took into consideration the Rules for 
on board any troops, arms, ammunition, clothing, provi- the American Navy, &c; but not having time to finish them, 
sions, or military or naval stores, of what kind soever, and Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
all vessels, to whomsoever belonging, that shall be employ- poned till Monday next, 
ed in carrying provisions or other necessaries to the Bri- The Orders of the Day beino- renewed 
lish Army or Armies, or Navy, that now are or shall here- Adjourned to ten o'clock, on°Monday. ' 
after be within any of the United Colonies, shall be liable 

to seizure ; but that the said cargoes only be liable to for- M , w , „_ ,„„ 

c •. j a -,■ i , ° ■ , J , , , Monday, November 27, 1775. 

Jeiture and confiscation, unless the said vessels so employed a » t .u . »«■ 07 

belong to an inhabitant or inhabitants of these United Colo- A repOTt P^va.l.ng that young Mr. Skene who was a 

nies; in which case the said vessel or vessels, together with 5™ d ° ner ,n Connechcut > has ™& h» escape ^ Hart- 
her or their cargoes, shall be liable to confiscation. o' .• j t> 7 j m, r, 

3d. That no master or commander of any vessel shall be °, n T, " ■' ? es ° hed > u Th r at f. Committee be ap- 

entitled to cruise for or make prize of any vessel or cargo P ^' ° "tf u , ,re ' nl ° f e „ trath ° f , ll " S re P° rt " . , 

before he shall have obtained a commission from the Con- t , That the Dele S ate * ? f Connecticut be a Committee for 

gress, or from such person or persons as shall be for that the purp ° Se expreSSed ,n the fore S oin S ^olut,on. 
purpose appointed, in some one of the United Colonies. ° n . m °t'° n made, Resolved, That orders issue to Lord 

4th. That it be and is hereby recommended to the seve- Stirling to collect the Troops raised in New- Jersey, (ex- 

ral Legislatures in the United Colonies, as soon as possible, ce P l the . six Companies ordered to the Fortresses on JJud- 

to erect courts of justice, or give jurisdiction to the courts so . n ] s R 'ver,) and place them in barracks in the eastern 

now in being, for the purpose of determining concerning the div 'sion of New-Jersey, as contiguous to New- York as may 

captures to be made as aforesaid, and to^provide that all be > there t0 remain till further orders from Congress, 
trials in such case be had by a jury, under such qualifications Resolved, That a Letter be written to the Convention 

as to the respective Legislatures shall seem expedient. of New- York, requesting them to use their utmost en- 

5th. That all prosecutions shall be commenced in the deavours t0 furnish the Troops raised in New-Jersey, for the 
court of that Colony in which the captures shall be made. de f ence of Aew- York, with as many Arms as they can spare. 
But if no such court be at that time erected in the said The Congress then proceeded to the choice of Officers: 
Colony, or if the capture be made on open sea, then the Mr. Ephraim Anderson was elected Adjutant, and Mr. 
prosecution shall be in the court of such Colony as the Buddel Shinn Quartermaster, of the Battalion raised in 
captor may find most convenient, provided that nothing the Western division of New-Jersey. 
contained in this resolution shall be construed so as to On motion made, Resolved, That the Troops in the ser- 
enade the captor to remove his prize from any Colony v i ce of the Continent be supplied with Fuel and Bedding 
competent to determine concerning the seizure, after he a t the expense of the Continent, 
shall have carried the vessel so seized within any harbour Ti„„„i„„,i qn,„, „ r> a 1 a <i m 
of the same. Resolved, lhat an Order be drawn on the Treasurers for 

r,u 'vu I ■ 11 i 1 11 u 11 i.i the sum of 3,000 Dollars, in favour of the Committee of 

6th. lhat in all cases an appeal sha be a owed to the r , r p 7 ■ . . , j v uet 0I 

r, , ' ' . , „ Safety for Pennsylvania, to be applied towards the nav of 

Congress, or such person or persons as they sha appoint f . li,.,,,- ■*, ■ A 7 H J , 1,CU |"» ■»'"*> i»e pay 01 

r ,L „.-,i „r 1 -j j .i 1 L j j j tlie Hattalion raised in Pennsylvania; the said Committee 

for the trial ol appeals, provided the appeal be demanded tr , „„„„„„,, u„ fn ,1 * .-. ' c -J - Be 

„-.!.;„ fl„„ a„ ,„ „iv i c •,• ' ^ . , 1 to be accountable for the expenditure of said sum. 

within nv? days alter definitive sentence, and such appeal . ' 

be lodged with the Secretary of Congress within forty days A LeU er from General Washington, of the 19th Novem- 

afterwards, and provided the party appealing shall give se- ber > enclosin g a copy of a Letter from Colonel Arnold, of 

curity to prosecute the said appeal to effect ; and in case the 27th October, was read. 

of the death of the Secretary, during the recess of Con- The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 

gress, then the said appeal to be lodged in Congress within Report of the Committee on the disputes between Cm- 

Hventy days after the meeting thereof. neclicut and Pennsylvania ; and, after some debate, 
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Resolved, That the same be recommitted, and that it be 
an instruction to the Committee to hear evidence on the 
possession and jurisdiction of the lands in dispute, and re- 
duce to writing such parts of the evidence adduced to them 
as they shall think proper, and lay the same before Con- 
gress. 

As three of the Committee are absent, viz : Mr. J. Rut- 
ledge, Mr. Chase, and Mr. Kinsey, 

Resolved, That three members be elected in their stead. 

The mem bers chosen: Mr. Wythe, Mr. Jay, and Mr. 
Hooper. 

The Committee on the state of North- Carolina brought 
in their Report, which was read. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, November 28, 1775. 

On motion made, Ordered, That Mr. R. Morris call on 
the several persons appointed to sign the Continental Bills, 
and desire them, with all possible expedition, to finish the 
numbering and signing said Bills, as the money is much 
wanted. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Rules 
for the regulation of the Navy of the United Colonies ; and 
the same being debated by paragraphs, were agreed to, as 
follows : 

Rules for the Regulation of the Navy of the United 
Colonies. 

The commanders of all ships and vessels, belonging to 
the thirteen United Colonies, are strictly required to show 
in themselves a good example of honour and virtue to their 
officers and men, and to be very vigilant in inspecting the 
behaviour of all such as are under them, and to discounte- 
nance and suppress all dissolute, immoral, and disorderly 
practices, and also such as are contrary to the rules of dis- 
cipline audobedience, and to correct those who are guilty 
of the same, according to the usage of the sea. 

The commanders _of the ships of the thirteen United 
Colonies are to take care that divine service be performed 
twice a day on board, and a sermon preached on Sundays, 
unless bad weather or other extraordinary accidents pre- 
vent it. 

If any shall be heard to swear, curse, or blaspheme the 
name of God, the commander is strictly enjoined to punish 
them for every offence, by causing them to wear a wooden 
collar, or some other shameful badge of distinction, for so 
long time as he shall judge proper. If he be a commissioned 
officer, he shall forfeit one shilling for each offence, and a 
warrant or inferior officer, six pence. He who is guilty of 
drunkenness, if a seaman, shall be put in irons until he is 
sober; but if an officer, he shall forfeit two days' pay. 

No commander shall inflict any punishment upon a sea- 
man beyond twelve lashes upon his bare back, with a cat- 
o'-nine-tails ; if the fault shall deserve a greater punish- 
ment, he is to apply to the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Navy, in order to the trying of him by a court-martial ; and, 
in the mean time, he may put him under confinement. 

The commander is never, by his own authority, to dis- 
charge a commission or warrant officer, nor to punish or 
strike him, but he may suspend or confine them, and when 
he comes in the way of a Commander-in-Chief, apply to 
him for holding a court-martial. 

The officer who commands by accident of the Captain's 
absence, (unless he .be. absent for a lime by leave,) shall 
not order any correction but confinement, and, upon the 
Captain's return on board, he shall then give an account 
of his reasons for so doing. 

The Captain is to cause the articles of war to be hung 
up in some publick place of the ship, and read to the ship's 
company once a month. 

Whenever the Captain shall enlist a seaman, he shall 
take care to enter on his books the time and terms of his 
entering, in order to his being justly paid. 

The Captain shall, before he sails, make return to and 
leave with the Congress, or such person or persons as the 
Congress shall appoint for that purpose, a complete list of 
all his officers and men, with the time and terms of their 
entering, and, dining his cruise, shall keep a true account 



of the desertion or death of any of them, and of the enter- 
ing of others ; and after his cruise, and before any of them 
are paid off, he shall make return of a complete list of 
the same, including those who shall remain on board his 
ship. 

The men shall, at their request, be furnished with slops 
that are necessary, by the Captain or Purser, who shall 
keep an account of the same ; and the Captain, in his re- 
turn, in the last mentioned article directed to be made, shall 
mention the amount delivered to each man, in order to its 
being stopped out of his pay. 

As to the term "inferior officer," the Captain is to take 
notice that the same does not include any commission nor 
any warrant officer, except the second master, surgeon's 
mate, cook, armourer, gunsmith, master-at-arms, and sail- 
maker. 

The Captain is to take care, when any inferior officers or 
volunteer seamen are turned over into the ship under his 
command, from any other ship, not to rate them on the 
ship's books in a worse quality, or lower degree or station, 
than they served in the ship they were removed from ; and, 
for his guidance, he is to demand from the commander of 
the ship, from which they are turned over, a list, under 
his hand, of their names and qualities. 

Any officer, seaman, or others, entitled to wages or prize 
money, may have the same paid to his assignee, provided 
the assignment be attested by the Captain or commander, 
the master or purser of the ship, or a chief magistrate of 
some County or Corporation. 

The Captain is to discourage the seamen of his ship from 
selling any part of their wages or shares, and never to attest 
the letter of attorney of any seaman, until he is fully satis- 
fied that the same is not granted in consideration of money 
given for the purchase of his wages or shares. 

When any inferior officer or seaman dies, the Captain is 
forthwith to make out a ticket for the time of his service, 
and to send the same, by the first safe conveyance, to the 
Congress, or agents by them for that purpose appointed, in 
order to the wages being forthwith paid to the executors or 
administrators of the deceased. 

A convenient place shall be set apart for sick or hurt 
men, to which they are to be removed, with their ham- 
mocks and bedding, when the surgeon shall advise the same 
to be necessary, and some of the crew shall be appointed 
to attend and serve them, and to keep the place clean. 

The cooper shall make buckets, with covers and cradles, 
if necessary, for their use. 

All ships furnished with fishing tackle, being in such 
places where fish is to be had, the Captain is to employ 
some of the company in fishing ; the fish to be distributed 
daily to such persons as are sick or upon recovery, (pro- 
vided the surgeon recommend it,) and the surplus, by turns, 
amongst the messes of the officers and seamen, without 
favour or partiality, and gratis, without any deduction of 
their allowance of provisions on that account. 

It is left to the discretion of commanders of squadrons 
to shorten the allowance of provisions according to the exi- 
gence of the service, taking care that the men be punctually 
paid for the same. 

The like power is given to Captains of single ships, in 
cases of absolute necessity. 

If there should be a want of pork, the Captain is to order 
three pounds of beef to be issued to the men, in lieu of 
two pounds of pork. 

One day in every week shall be issued out a proportion 
of flour and suet, in lieu of beef, for the seamen, but this 
is not to extend beyond four months' victualling at one 
time, nor shall the Purser receive any allowance for flour 
or suet kept longer on board than that time ; and there 
shall be supplied, once a year, a proportion of canvass for 
pudding-bags, after the rate of one ell for every sixteen 
men. 

If any ships of the thirteen United Colonies _ shall hap- 
pen to co.ne into port in want of provisions, the warrant 
of a Commander-in-Chief shall be sufficient to the agent, 
or other instrument of the victualling, to supply the quan- 
tity wanted ; and in urgent cases, where delay may be hurt- 
ful, the warrant of the Captain of the ship shall be of 
equal effect. 

The Captain is frequently to order the proper officers 
to inspect the condition of the provisions, and if the bread 
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proves damp, to have it aired upon the quarter-deck or 
poop ; and also examine the flesh-cask, and if any of the 
pickle be leaked out, to have new made and put in, and 
the cask made tight and secure. 

The Captain or Purser shall secure the clothes, bedding, 
and other things of such persons as shall die or be killed, 
to be delivered to their executors or administrators. 

All papers, charter-parties, bills of lading, passports, and 
other writings whatsoever, found on board any ship or ships 
which shall be taken, shall be carefully preserved, and the 
originals sent to the court of justice for maritime affairs, 
appointed or to be appointed by the Legislatures in the 
respective Colonies, for judging concerning such prize or 
prizes ; and if any person or persons shall wilfully or negli- 
gently destroy, or suffer to be destroyed, any such paper 
or papers, he or they so offending shall forfeit their share 
of such prize or prizes, and suffer such other punishment 
as they shall be judged by a court-martial to deserve. 

If any person or persons shall embezzle, or steal, or take 
away any cables, anchors, sails, or any of the ship's furni- 
ture, or any of the powder, arms, ammunition, or provi- 
sions of any ship belonging to the thirteen United Colonies, 
he or they shall suffer such punishment as a court-martial 
shall order. 

When in sight of a ship or ships of the enemy, and at 
such other times as may appear to make it necessary to 
prepare for an engagement, the Captain shall order all 
things in his ship in a proper posture for fight, and shall, 
in his own person, and according to his duly, heart on and 
encourage the inferior officers and men to fight courageous- 
ly, and not to behave themselves faintly or cry for quar- 
ters, on pain of such punishment as the offence shall ap- 
pear to deserve for his neglect. 

Any Captain or other officer, mariner or others, who shall 
basely desert their duty or station in the ship, and run away 
while the enemy is in sight, or, in time of action, shall en- 
tice others to do so, shall suffer death, or such other punish- 
ment as a court-martial shall inflict. 

Any officer, seaman, or marine, who shall begin, excite, 
cause, or join in any mutiny or sedition in the ship to which 
he belongs, on any pretence whatsoever, shall suffer death, 
or such other punishment as a court-martial shall direct. 

Any person in or belonging to the ship, who shall utter 
any words of sedition and mutiny, or endeavour to make any 
mutinous assemblies, on any pretence whatsoever, shall 
suffer such punishment as a court-martial shall inflict. 

None shall presume to quarrel with or strike his supe- 
rior officer, on pain of such punishment as a court-martial 
shall order to be inflicted. 

If any person shall apprehend he has just cause of com- 
plaint, he shall quietly and decently make the same known 
to his superior officer, or to the Captain, as the case may 
require, who will take care that justice be done him. 

There shall be no quarrelling or fighting between ship- 
mates on board any ship belonging to the thirteen United 
Colonies, nor shall there be used any reproachful or pro- 
voking speeches, tending to make quarrels and disturbance, 
on pain of imprisonment, and such other punishment as a 
court-martial shall think proper to inflict. 

If any person shall sleep upon his watch, or negligently 
perform the duty which shall be enjoined him to do, or 
forsake his station, he shall suffer such punishment as a 
court-martial shall judge proper to inflict, according to the 
nature of his offence. 

All murder shall be punished with death. 

All robbery and theft shall be punished at the discretion 
of a court-martial. 

Any Master-at-Arms who shall refuse to receive such 
prisoner or prisoners as shall be committed to his charge, 
or, having received them, shall suffer him or them to escape, 
or dismiss them without orders for so doing, shall suffer in 
his or their stead, as a court-martial shall order and direct. 

The Captains, officers, and others, shall use (heir utmost 
endeavours to detect, apprehend, and bring to punishment, 
all offenders, and shall, at all times, readily assist the offi- 
cers appointed for that purpose in the discharge of their 
duty, on pain of being proceeded against and punished by 
a court-martial at discretion. 

All other faults, disorders, and misdemeanors, which 
shall be committed on board any ship belonging to the 
thirteen United Colonics, and which are not herein men- 



tioned, shall be punished according to the laws and cus- 
toms in such cases at sea. 

A court-martial shall consist of at least three Captains and 
three First Lieutenants, with three Captains and three First 
Lieutenants of Marines, if there shall be so many of the 
marines then present, and the eldest Captain shall pre- 
side. 

All sea officers of the same denomination shall take rank 
of the officers of the marines. 

Every member of a court-martial shall take the following 
oath, viz: 

" You, . . . . , swear that you will well and truly try, 
and impartially determine the cause of the prisoner now to 
be tried, according to the rules of the Navy of the United 
Colonies. So help you God.'" 

Which oath shall be administered by the President to 
the other members, and the President shall himself be 
sworn by the officer in said court next in rank. 

All witnesses, before they may be admitted to give evi- 
dence, shall take the following oath, viz : 

" You swear the evidence you shall give, in the cause 
now in hearing, shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. So help you God." 

The sentence of a court-martial for any capital offence 
shall not be put in execution until it be confirmed by the 
Commander-in-Chief of the fleet; and it shall be the duty 
of the President of every court-martial to transmit to the 
Commander-in-Chief of the fleet every sentence which 
shall be given, with a summary of the evidence and pro- 
ceedings thereon, by the first opportunity. 

The Commander-in-Chief of the fleet, for the time be- 
ing, shall have power to pardon and remit any sentence of 
death that shall be given in consequence of any of the 
aforementioned articles. 

There shall be allowed to each man serving on board 
the ships in the service of the thirteen United Colonies, 
a daily proportion of provisions, according as is expressed 
in the following table, viz : 

Sunday: One pound bread, one pound beef, one pound 
potatoes or turnips. 

Monday: One pound bread, one pound pork, half pint 
peas, and four ounces cheese. 

Tuesday: One pound bread, one pound beef, one pound 
potatoes or turnips, and pudding. 

Wednesday: One pound bread, two ounces butter, four 
ounces cheese, and half pint of rice. 

Thursday: One pound bread, one pound pork, and half 
pint of peas. 

Friday: One pound bread, one pound beef, one pound 
potatoes or turnips, and pudding. 

Saturday: One pound bread, one pound pork, half pint 
peas, and four ounces cheese. 

Half pint of rum per man every day, and discretionary 
allowance on extra duty, and in time of engagement. 

A pint and half of vinegar for six men per week. 

The pay of the officers and men shall be as follows : * 

Per calendar month. Per calendar month. 

Captain or Commander, $32 Cooper, - - -$15 
Lieutenants, - - - - 20 Captain's Clerk, - 15 

Master, 20 Steward, - - - 13£ 

Mates, 15 Chaplain, - - - 20 

Boatswain, - - - - 15 Able Seaman, - - 6jj 
Boatswain's First Mate, 9% Captain of Marines, 26§ 
Ditto Second Mate, - 8 Lieutenants, - - 18 

Gunner, 15 Sergeants, - - - 8 

Gunner's Mate, - - 10£ Corporals, - - - 7£ 
Surgeon, - - - - 2l£ Fifer, - - - - 7£ 
Surgeon's Mate, - - 13J Drummer, - - - • 7£ 
Carpenter, - - - - 15 Privates or Marines, 6| 
Carpenter's Mate, - - 10§ 

Orders of Congress. 
We, whose hands and marks are hereunto set and sub- 
scribed, being officers, seamen, and marines, do, and each 
of us doth agree to and with . . . , of the good ship called 
the ... , belonging to the thirteen United Colonies of 
North-America, now bound on a cruise from the port of 
. . . , against the enemies of the thirteen United Colo- 
nics of North- America, in manner and form following 
that is to say: 

* See 13th and 19th of December, 1775. 
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In the first place, we do hereby agree for, by, and under 
the considerations aftermentioned, to and with the said 
commander, forthwith to enter and ship ourselves, and in 
due and seasonable time to repair on board the said ship, 
called the . . . , and during the term of ... . months, to 
the utmost of our power and ability, respectively, to dis- 
charge our several services or stations, and in every thing 
to be conformable and obedient to the several requirings 
and lawful commands of the said . . . , and his successors 
in command. 

Secondly. We do also oblige and subject ourselves to 
serve on board the said ship during the said cruise ; and as 
she is a ship-of-war, we do severally oblige ourselves, by 
these articles, to comply with and be subject to the rules 
and discipline of the American fleet, as established by the 
Congress, and to be governed and commanded, in time of 
action with an enemy, according to the same rules, and 
submit ourselves to the same punishments and penalties as 
are there inflicted, in case we, or any of us, offer to desert 
our quarters, or not obey the commands of the said . . . , 
or his successors in command, in giving chase to any ship 
or ships, vessel or vessels, or otherwise ; and if, upon a 
scrutiny of our said . . . , or his said officers, we, or any 
of us, should be found guilty of any breach contrary to the 
tenor of this agreement, or any act of cowardice, we do 
hereby severally submit and agree to allow and forfeit our 
several and respective shares of and in any prize or prizes 
we shall then have taken, to be divided amongst the said 
ship's company. & 

Thirdly. We do also severally agree and oblige our- 
selves, that when any prize or prizes have been taken, to 
follow the express directions of the said . . . , or his suc- 
cessors, in boarding the said prize, and be under the com- 
mand of any officer whom the said .... shall appoint, 
and be assisting to him to carry the said prize to whatever 
port or ports such prize or prizes shall be assigned by the 
said ... . And we do hereby further severally agree 
and covenant, in that case, to be true and faithful in dis- 
charge of our duty and trust, and will not, in any shape, 
embezzle, defraud, or plunder any thing on board such 
prize or prizes; and in case any or either of us shall be 
found guilty of any breach contrary to the true meaning of 
this agreement, we, and such of us being guilty thereof, 
do hereby severally submit and agree to allow so much of 
all and every of our shares and part of our shares of and 
in the said prize or prizes then or thence after to be taken, 
and of all our respective wages that then shall be due and 
coming to us, in respect of our services, as shall make 
good such plunder and embezzlement we shall have been 
found guilty of. 

Fourthly. And it is also further agreed to be the true 
intent and meaning of all parties hereto, that the officer 
or officers, or any of the ship's company sent on board 
any prize, shall have as good a share and interest of any 
prize that shall be thereafter taken, during his or their ab- 
sence, as if he or they had been on board the said vessel 
at the time of taking thereof, any thing herein contained 
to the contrary notwithstanding. Provided always, and it 
is hereby agreed to be the meaning of the said last above- 
mentioned clause, that if the said officer or officers, and 
such of the said snip's company to whom the conduct and 
management of any prize has been intrusted, do not (first 
having accepted the commands of the said commander 
concerning the said prize under his or their custody) im- 
mediately repair to the respective port or harbour where 
the said . . . , or his successors in command, shall order, 
or do not proceed with the said prize or prizes so taken 
to the respective port or ports to be assigned by the said 
.... for the time being, that then, and in failure of any 
or either of the agreements aforesaid contained on our 
parts, we, and each and every of us so offending, do here- 
by severally submit and agree to be cashiered, not only for 
our several and respective interests and shares of and in 
the capture of prize-money, but totally to be excluded and 
divested from the payment of any wages then due to us, 
for and in respect of our several services on board the said 
ship . . • , and the interest and shares of such delinquents 
that otherwise would have accrued to us. 

Fifthly. And the said . . . , for and in behalf of him- 
self and the thirteen United Colonies of North-America , 
doth hereby covenant and agree, to and with the said offi- 



cers, seamen, and marines, whose names or marks are here- 
to set and subscribed, to pay them, in consideration of such 
services, so much money per month as, in a schedule here 
undermentioned, is set opposite to the names or marks of 
each respective officer, seaman, or landman ; and likewise 
advance unto each and every of them, one month's pay at 
entrance, (due security for the same being first given,) the 
receipt whereof they do hereby acknowledge. 

Sixthly. And as an encouragement to exert the valour 
of the seamen and marines in defending the said ship, and 
in subduing and distressing the said enemy, the said . . . , 
for and on behalf of the said thirteen United Colonies of 
North-America, doth further covenant, promise, and agree, 
to and with all and every of the officers, seamen, and ma- 
rines, parties hereto, that in case any prize or prizes shall 
be taken by the said ship, during the intended cruise, that 
the same shall be proceeded against and distributed accord- 
ing to the resolutions of the Congress. 

Seventhly. And it is by these presents mutually agreed 
and consented to, by and between the said . . . , and 
every the officers, seamen, and marines, parties thereto, 
that in case the commander for the fime being lose a 
limb in an engagement, or be otherwise disabled, so as to 
be rendered incapable afterwards of getting a livelihood to 
subsist upon, he shall receive, out of the nett profits of such 
prize or prizes, and prize-goods, if so much arise, before 
dividend or distribution be declared, the sum of four hun- 
dred dollars ; or if he lose his life, his widow or children 
(if any) shall receive the said bounty of four hundred dol- 
lars, together with all prize-money to him belonging at the 
time of his decease. And if the Captain of marines, or 
any other commission or warrant officer, lose a limb, or be 
otherwise disabled, so as to be rendered incapable after- 
wards of getting a subsistence, he or they so disabled shall 
receive a bounty of three hundred dollars, if so much arise 
from the nett profits as aforesaid ; and in case of death, 
the widow or children, if any, is, are, and shall be enti- 
tled to the same, together with their share of prize-money 
due at the time of their decease.' And if an inferior offi- 
cer, marine, or sailor, lose a limb, or be otherwise disa- 
bled, so as to be rendered incapable afterwards of getting 
a subsistence, he or they shall receive a bounty of two 
hundred dollars, to be deducted as aforesaid ; and in case 
of death, his widow or children (if any) is, are, and shall 
be entitled to the same, together with his share of prize- 
money due at the time of his decease. 

He who first discovers a ship or vessel which shall af- 
terwards become a prize, shall be entitled to a double share 
of such prize. 

There shall be ten shares of every prize, which shall be 
taken and condemned, set apart to be given to such infe- 
rior officers, seamen, and marines, as shall be adjudged 
best to deserve them by the superior officers, who shall be 
appointed to make such determination. 

He who shall first board a ship or other vessel, making 
resistance, which shall become a prize, shall be entitled to 
a triple share. 

Provided always, and it is hereby declared to be the 
true intent and meaning of the parties to the aforemen- 
tioned articles and orders, that any of the officers, sea- 
men, and marines, shall be liable to be removed by the 
Congress or Committee of the Congress, during the recess 
thereof, or by the Commander-in-Chief of the American 
fleet for the time being, from the aforesaid vessel to any 
other armed vessel in the service or the United Colonies, 
any thing contained in the foregoing orders and articles 
notwithstanding. 

The Congress then took into consideration the Report 
of the Committee on North- Carolina, which being read, 
and debated by paragraphs, Congress came to the follow- 
ing Resolutions : 

Resolved, That the two Battalions which the Congress 
directed to be raised in the Province of North-Carolina 
be increased to the Continental Establishment, and kept in 
pay at the expense of the United Colonies for one year 
from this time, or until the further order of Congress, as 
well for the purpose of defending the good people of that 
Colony against the attacks of Ministerial oppression, as 
assisting the adjacent Colonies. 

That application be made to the Councils of Safety of 
the Province of Pennsylvania and South- Carolina, for so 
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much Gunpowder as can be spared for the immediate sup- 
ply of North-Carolina. 

Resolved, That the Delegates of the Colony of North- 
Carolina be directed to purchase a number of Drums, 
Fifes, and Colours, suitable to the said Battalions, and that 
the President be directed to draw on the Continental Trea- 
surers for a sum not exceeding three hundred Dollars, for 
the payment thereof. 

That the Convention or Committee of Safety of North- 
Carolina be desired to employ immediately all the Gun- 
smiths in that Colony, in the making of Muskets and Bay- 
onets, of the size and in the manner recommended by 
Congress the 4th of this instant, November. 

That two Ministers of the Gospel be applied to, to go 
immediately amongst the Regulators and Highlanders in 
the Colony of North- Carolina, for the purpose of inform- 
ing them of the nature of the present dispute between 
Great Britain and the Colonies ; that the gentlemen to 
be employed be allowed each forty Dollars per month for 
their services, and that the Delegates of the said Colony- 
be empowered to apply to and procure persons proper for 
this business. 

That it be recommended to the Convention or Commit- 
tee of Safety of North- Carolina, in case the method of 
defending the said Colony by Minute-Men be inadequate 
to the purpose, to substitute such other mode as to them 
shall appear most likely to effect the security of that Co- 
lony. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress took 
into consideration the Report of the Committee on the 
Memorials of the Tea-holders, and the same being read 
and debated, 

On the question put to agree to it, 

Carried in the negative. 

Wednesday, November 29, 1775. 

An Express arrived with a Letter from General Schuyler, 
containing an account of the Continental Troops, under 
General Montgomery, having taken possession of Montreal 
on the 12th instant, which was read. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of 
Downham Newton, of the Island of New-Providence, set- 
ting forth the distress of the Inhabitants of that Island, and 
offering if the Congress will permit him to export one hun- 
dred barrels of Flour for the said distressed Inhabitants, he 
will give any reasonable security to bring back such a quan- 
tity of Muskets as can be procured for the money arising 
from the sale of the said Cargo, brought in their Report, 
which being taken into consideration, was agreed to, as fol- 
lows : 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Downham 
Newton was referred have had the same under their con- 
sideration, and come to the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That the said Downham Newton should be 
permitted to export on board his vessel, on the terms pro- 
posed in his petition, such Provisions of Flour and Pork 
as he shall think proper. 

Resolved; That the said Downham Newton should give 
bond, with two sufficient sureties, in a penally equal to dou- 
ble the value of the cargo he shall have laden on board his 
vessel, the condition of which bond shall be, that the said 
Downham Newton shall, on or before the 15th day of Feb- 
ruary next, import into the Port of Newbern, in the Co- 
lony of North- Carolina, and there deliver to the Com- 
manding Officer of the Continental Troops in that Colony, 
good Muskets and Bayonets, or Gunpowder, to the full 
amount of the proceeds of such cargo; and that, on giving 
such bond, he shall receive from this Congress a permit, 
to be signed by the President, allowing him to export said 
cargo. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the executing the 
above business, and taking the bond from Doumham New- 
ton, be referred to the Committee who brought in the fore- 
going Report. 

Information being given to Congress that there is a large 
quantity of Powder in the Island of Providence, 

Ordered, That the foregoing Committee lake measures 
for securing and bringing away the said Powder ; and that 
it be an instruction to the said Committee, in case they 
can secure said Powder, to have it brought to the Port of 



Philadelphia, or to some other Port as near Philadelphia 
as can be with safety. 

Resolved, That Mr. R. Morris be added to the forego- 
ing Committee. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the state of the Treasury, and came to the 
following Resolutions thereon: 

Resolved, That a quantity of Bills of Credit be emitted 
by Congress, amounting to Three Millions of Dollars. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee to con- 
sult with the Printer, and report the number and denomi- 
nation of the Bills to be emitted, and that they contract 
or proper paper for this purpose. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to the 
Agents brought in the same, which was read and agreed 
to, as follows : 

Gentlemen: The manner in which the last dutiful Pe- 
tition to His Majesty was received, and the subsequent 
Proclamation, are considered by Congress as further proofs 
of those malignant councils that surround the Sovereign 
and distract the British Empire. It is, however, happy 
for mankind that Ministers can form destructive plans with 
much more facility than they can execute them. The en- 
closed printed detail of the operations in Canada, this cam- 
paign, will sufficiently evince what little success is likely to 
attend Ministerial exertions for bringing the Catholicks of 
Canada and the savages of the wilderness to waT on the 
defenceless women and children of unoffending America. 
The Canadians ate much too liberal _to be made instru- 
ments in the black design of enslaving their brethren, and 
the Indians, with their usual sagacity, have by the firmest 
treaties accepted and pledged themselves to observe the 
neutrality which Congress desired. 

Neither General Gage nor his successor has yet been 
able to penetrate into the country. The British men of 
war, indeed, that formerly, with so much glory, supported 
the interest and the honour of the Nation, have, with a 
wanton barbarity and inhumanity that would disgrace sava- 
ges, burned the flourishing but defenceless Town of Fal- 
mouth, in the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, and have 
frightened many of the weaker sex, with their children, from 
other places on the sea-coast. It grieves us exceedingly to 
see the British arms employed in such a manner, and for 
such purposes; but we hope the spirit and virtue of a sen- 
sible Nation will soon be exerted to procure justice for the 
innocent oppressed Colonies, and to restore harmony and 
peace to the British Empire. There is nothing more ar- 
dently desired by North- America than a lasting union with 
Great Britain, on terms of just and equal liberty, but as 
men, and as descendants of Britons, the good people of 
these Colonies will rely to the last on Heaven, and their 
own virtuous efforts, for security against the abusive system 
pressed by Administration for the ruin of America, and 
which, if pursued, must end in the destruction of a great 
Empire. 

The intelligence now sent is, gentlemen, to prevent the 
Nation being imposed upon by misrepresentations, and to 
guard against mistakes that may probably arise from want- 
ing a true state of facts. We cannot suppose that a brave 
and sensible people will be prevented by proclamation from 
furnishing North-America with such advice and assistance 
as the laws permit, and justice to an oppressed people de- 
mands. 

Ordered, That a fair copy be made and signed by the 
President, and forwarded to the Agents. 

On motion made, Resolved, That a Committee of five 
be appointed, for the sole purpose of corresponding with 
our friends in Great Britain, Ireland, and other parts of 
the world, and that they lay their correspondence before 
Congress, when directed. 

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision to 
defray all such expenses as may arise by carrying on such 
correspondence, and for the payment of such agents as 
the said Committee may send on this service. 

The members chosen : Mr. Harrison, Dr. Franklin, 
Mr. Johnson, Mr. Dickinson, and Mr. Jay. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the 
Proclamations which lately appeared in the Papers brought 
in their Report, which was read, and ordered to lie on the 
table for the perusal of the members. 
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The several matters to this day referred being postponed, 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, November 30, 1775. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee ap- 
pointed for fitting out Ships of War be directed to engage 
Seamen on the best terms in their power, not exceeding 
six Dollars and two-thirds for the best able-bodied Seamen 
per month. 

Resolved, That the Regulations and Articles for govern- 
ing arid manning the Ships now fitting out, as they have 
been settled by Congress, be immediately printed. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee ap- 
pointed to revise the Journal of last session be directed to 
revise the Journal of the present session, and prepare them 
for the press ; and, also, to examine whether it will be pro- 
per yet to publish any of those parts omitted in the Journal 
of last session ; and as Mr. J. Ruiledge, one of the Com- 
mittee, is absent, that another member be chosen in his 
room. 

The member chosen : Mr. Wythe. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to 
report a Letter of Thanks to the three General Officers em- 
ployed in the Northern Department, for their services. 

The members chosen : Mr. Wilson, Mr. W. Livingston, 
and Mr. Jay. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of Gen- 
eral Washington's Letter of the 19th. 

Resolved, That the General be directed to suspend the 
raising the two Battalions of Marines out of his present 
Army. 

Resolved, That the two Battalions of Marines be raised, 
independent of the Army already ordered for the service 
in Massachusetts-Bay. 

On a motion made, and question put, Resolved, That no 
Bounty be allowed to the Army, on re-enlistment. 

Sundry Letters from General Schuyler, W. Livingston, 
and the Committee sent to the Northward, being received, 
were read. 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Gen- 
eral's Letter, and the other matters to this day referred, be 
postponed till to-morrow. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, December 1, 1775. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Letter 
from General Washington, and, after debate, came to the 
following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That the five hundred thousand Dollars, lately 
ordered, be forwarded, with all possible expedition, to Gen- 
eral Washington, that he may be enabled to pay such Sol- 
diers as will re-enlist for the succeeding year their wages 
for the months of October, November, and December, and 
also to advance them one month's pay. 

Resolved, That the Governments of New-England be 
informed of the Resolutions of Congress relative to the 
pay ordered to be made and advanced to the Army, and 
be desired to promote the recruiting service in the present 
Army, as well as in their several Colonies. 

A Letter from the Committee of Frederick County, 
Maryland, being received, was read, containing an ac- 
count of the seizure of Major Connolly and others, and 
desiring the advice of Congress with regard to the Pri- 
soners. 

On motion, Resolved, That the said Letter, with the 
papers enclosed, be referred to the Delegates of Virginia, 
who are desired to take the same into consideration, and 
report to Congress. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, December 2, 1775. 

A Letter from the Committee o{ Northampton, in Vir- 
ginia, with sundry papers, containing matters of importance, 
being received, was read. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the same be referred 
to the Committee appointed to take, into consideration the 
state of Virginia. 
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Resolved, As one of the members of that Committee is 
absent, that another member be chosen, and added to the 
Committee, in the room of the member absent. 

The member chosen : Mr. Paca. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee for 
fitting out Armed Vessels be instructed and directed to 
confer with Captain Stone, and engage him and his Ves- 
sel, on the most reasonable terms, in the service of the 
Continent, for the purpose of taking or destroying the Cut- 
ters and Armed Vessels in Chesapeake-Bay, under Lord 
Dunmore. 

Resolved, That Colonel Harrison do immediately pro- 
ceed to Maryland, and be empowered, in conjunction with 
the Delegates of that Colony to this Congress, or any one 
or more of them, to take such measures as appear to them 
most effectual to procure, with all possible despatch, on 
Continental charge, two or three Armed Vessels, to pro- 
ceed immediately, to cruise on, to take or destroy as many 
of the Armed Vessels, Cutters, and Ships of War of the 
enemy as possible, that may be found in the Bay of Chesa- 
peake or any of its dependencies. 

Whereas designs are formed, by certain Ministerial par- 
tisans in the Counties of Norfolk and Princess- Anne, and 
some other parts of Virginia, on Chesapeake-Bay, under 
the influence of Lord Dunmore, to contravene the Non- 
Exportation Agreement, by exporting Provisions and other 
produce of that country to the West-India Islands, and 
thereby injure the interest and weaken the efforts of the 
United Colonies in opposing the present oppressive sys- 
tem of the British Ministry : 

Resolved, therefore, That the said Armed Vessels be 
authorized and directed to seize and detain, until the further 
order of this Congress, all such Ships and Vessels as they 
may find employed in such exportations from the places 
aforesaid. 

Resolved, That the Committee for fitting out Armed 
Vessels be directed to employ the Armed Sloop com- 
manded by Captain Abraham Whipple, of Rhode-Island, 
now on a voyage to this Port, and despatch her forthwith 
to aid the Marine business to the Southward. 

Resolved, That the Committee for fitting out Armed 
Vessels, be directed to prepare a proper Commission for 
the Captains or Commanders of the Ships of War in the 
service of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That Orders issue to the Colonel of the 
Pennsylvania Battalion now in the Barracks, to send a 
detachment of his Regiment, and keep a regular Guard 
on the wharves of Messrs. Willing &f Morris, and Mr. 
Cuthbert, to take care of the Ships and Stores belonging 
to the United Colonies. _ 

The House of Assembly of New-Jersey having, by a 
Resolution of their House, passed 22d November last, ac- 
cepted the resignation of two of their Delegates, and con- 
firmed the remaining three, and, by another Resolution, 
passed the 30th of said month, enlarged their power, the 
same were read, as follows: 

" New-Jersey House of Assembly, 
November 22, 1775. 

" The House, took into consideration the request of J. 
Kinsey and John De Hart, Esqrs., two of the Delegates 
appointed by this House to attend the Continental Con- 
gress, for leave to resign their said appointment : 

"Resolved, That the reasons given by. those gentlemen 
for their resignation appear to this House to be satisfactory, 
and that, their resignation therefore be accepted ; there- 
upon, 

" Resolved, That the three remaining Delegates, or any 

two of them, represent the Colony during the present 

Continental Congress." m , 

° " Thursday, November 30, 1775. 

" The House taking into consideration the inconveni- 
ences arising from requiring the attendance of two of the 
Delegates to represent the Colony in the Continental Con- 
gress, 

" Resolved, That any one of the three Delegates ap- 
pointed to attend the Congress be, and such Delegate is 
hereby fully authorized to represent this Colony during 
Congress. 

" A true copy from the votes : 

" Richard Smith, Clerk of Assembly." 

22 
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The Committee appointed to prepare a Commission, 
&tc, reported the same, which was read and agreed to. 
Ordered, That three hundred be immediately printed. 

Application being made, in behalf of Captain Jenkins, for 
leave to export a quantity of Provisions to the Island of 
Nantucket, for the internal consumption of its inhabitants, 
and it being represented that he had applied to the Assem- 
bly or General Court of Massachusetts-Bay, and that the 
Committee of Falmouth, to whom he was by them referred, 
not having it in their power to furnish the provisions want- 
ed, had recommended him to Congress, to be supplied with 
the same at some port in the Middle or Southern Colo- 
nies: 

Ordered, That permission be granted the Captain to 
carry the Provisions specified in the Certificate of the 
Committee of Falmouth, for the internal consumption of 
the inhabitants of Nantucket, the Captain giving bond 
and taking oath to the Committee of Inspection of this 
City, to pursue their instructions in his voyage, and to use 
his utmost endeavours not to fall into the power of the 
Cutters or Armed Vessels of the enemy. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in their Re- 
port. . 

Resolved, That the number and denominations of the 
Bills ordered to be emitted be as follows: 

83,334 of 8 Dollars each, $666,672 

83,333 of 7 do. 583,331 

83,333 of 6 do. 499,998 

83.333 of 5 do. 416,665 

83.334 of 4 do. 333,336 

83,333 of 3 do. 249,999 

83,333 of 2 do. 166,666 

83,333 of 1 do. 83,333 

3,000,000 

Resolved, That the Plates used in the last emission be 
used for striking off and printing the above Bills. 

Resolved, That the gentlemen who superintended the 
Press at the last emission be empowered to superintend the 
printing these Bills. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Treasury be di- 
rected to think of proper persons for signing and number- 
ing said Bills, and report to Congress. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
General's Letter, and the Report of the Committee of Con- 
ference who went to Cambridge. 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Committee 
appointed to contract for supplying the Prisoners, that Mr. 
Franks, of this City, be permitted to supply the Troops, 
now Prisoners in this Colony, with Provisions and other 
necessaries, at the expense of the Crown, and to sell his 
bills for such sums of money as are necessary for that pur- 
pose ; and that the Committee confer with Mr. Franks, and 
know of him whether he will also undertake, on the same 
terms, to supply the Prisoners in the other Colonies. 

Resolved, That the Regiment of Artillery consist of one 
Colonel, two Lieutenant-Colonels, two Majors, and twelve 
Companies. 

That the President inform the General that two gentle- 
men, namely, Thomas Crafts, Jun., and George Trott, 
Esqrs., have been recommended to Congress as proper 
persons for Field-Officers in said Regiment, and that the 
General inquire into their characters and abilities ; and if, 
upon inquiry, he shall judge them proper, and that the 
appointment of them will occasion no disturbance or dis- 
gust in the Regiment, that he appoint them, and acquaint 
Congress thereof. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee of Conference, and thereupon came to 
the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assembly or 
General Court of the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay , to use 
all the means in their power, that the Army before Boston 
be supplied with Wood and Hay, on the most reasonable 
terms. 

Resolved, That in the new establishment of the Army 
the General Officers be not allowed Regiments, nor the 
Field-Officers Companies. 

Resolved, That all persons taken in arms on board any 
prize be deemed prisoners, at the disposal of the General, 



whether prizes be taken by vessels fitted out in the pay 
of the Continent or by others. 

Resolved, That such as are taken be treated as prison- 
ers of war, but with humanity, and be allowed the same 
rations as the troops in the service of the Continent ; 
that the officers, being in pay, should supply themselves 
with clothes, their bills to be taken therefor ; that the sol- 
diers be furnished as they now are. 

Resolved, That as the number of men in the new Army 
in Massachusetts-Bay is calculated to oppose the Army at 
Boston, it is not expected that the General should detach 
any part of it to New- York or elsewhere, unless it appear 
to him necessary so to do, for the common safety. 

Resolved, That the Troops in the new Army be paid 
monthly. 

Resolved, That an exchange of Prisoners will be pro- 
per, citizens for citizens, officers for officers of equal rank, 
and soldier for soldier. 

Resolved, That Ensign Morland be detained in the place 
where he now is, until exchanged. 

Resolved, That this Congress approve the terms on 
which the artificers of different sorts have been employed 
in the Army; and that the General go on upon the present 
agreement, as being the best that can probably be made. 

Resolved, That the General be directed to pick out 
from each of the Rifle Companies such as are not marks- 
men, and dismiss them in such manner as will be safest, 
with an allowance of pay to go home, if they do not choose 
to enlist into other Battalions, and, in the mean time, that 
all receive their pay. 

Resolved, That what Artillery of different kinds can be 
spared from New- York and Crown Point, be procured and 
forwarded to the Army before Boston. 

Resolved, That the Committe£_of Correspondence be 
directed to use their endeavours to find out .and engage in 
the service of the United Colonies, skilful Engineers, not 
exceeding four, on the best terms they can ; and that the 
said Committee be authorized to assure such able and skil- 
ful Engineers as will engage in this service, that they shall 
receive such pay and appointments as shall be exjual to 
what they have received in any former service. 

Resolved, That the Indians of St. Francois, Penob- 
scot, Stockbridge, and >SV. John's, and other Tribes, may 
be called on in case of real necessity, and that the giving 
them presents is both suitable and proper. 

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of three 
members to devise the best mode of having expresses 
(persons of character) posted along the roads at different 
distances, for the purpose of conveying early and frequent 
intelligence. 

The members chosen : Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lewis, and 
Mr. Deane. 

Resolved, That as much Lead as can be spared from 
the Northern Department, and is wanted at Cambridge, 
be sent down from Ticonderoga to Cambridge ; and that 
other supplies of Lead and Flints be attended to. 

Resolved, That the Congress approve the General's 
fitting out Armed Vessels to intercept the enemy's sup- 
plies. 

Resolved, That when the Army receive such supplies 
of Powder as to be enabled to spare some to the country, 
that it be sold to them at a reasonable price. 

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 
inquire what articles are necessary for the use of the Army, 
and how they may be procured, and make report to Con- 
gress. 

Ordered, That the Resolutions passed on the Gene- 
ral's Letters, and on the Report of the Committee of Con- 
ference, and such other Resolutions as relate to the estab- 
lishment of the new Army, not already forwarded, be sent 
by express to the General. • 

The Congress being informed that Mr. Ethan Allen, 
who was taken prisoner near Montreal, is confined in irons 
on board a vessel in the River St. Lawrence, 

Ordered, That General Washington be directed to ap- 
ply to General Howe, on this matter, and desire he may 
be exchanged. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday next. 
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Monday, December 4, 1775. 

Information being given to Congress, that Major Pres- 
ton, who was taken prisoner at St. John's, is now in Town, 

Ordered, That Mr. Duane call upon him, and obtain a 
representation of facts, how he came here, and whether he 
and the other officers have any liberty granted him, with 
regard to the place of his confinement. 

Information being given to Congress, that Major Stop- 
ford, notwithstanding his parole, is endeavouring to de- 
bauch the minds of the people, 

Resolved, That the Delegates of New-Jersey be direct- 
ed to write to the Committee of Trenton, and desire them 
to inquire into the conduct and behaviour of Major Stop- 
ford and the officers there, and report to Congress. 

The Committee to whom the Accounts from Massachu- 
setts-Bay were referred reported that, for want of proper 
vouchers, they were not able to proceed on that business, 
and therefore desired to be discharged. 

Resolved, That the said Committee, upon their request, 
be discharged. 

Application being made, in behalf of the Colony of New- 
Hampshire, for a sum of Money, on account of their ad- 
vances in behalf of the Continent, 

Resolved, That the sum of 40,000 Dollars be paid to 
the Colony of New- Hampshire, they to be accountable 
for the same. 

Resolved, That the sum of 443,333 1-3 Dollars be 
paid to the Colony of Massachusetts, in part of their Ac- 
count; the said Colony to be accountable for the same. 

Resolved, That both the above sums be paid out of the 
emission last ordered. 

The Committee appointed on the stale of Virginia, to 
whom were referred the Letters received on Saturday, 
brought in their Report, which was read ; on which the 
Congress came to the following Resolutions : 

Resolved, That three Companies of the Battalion raised 
in the Colony of Pennsylvania immediately march, under 
the command of Lieutenant-ColoneLIriwe, into North- 
ampton County, in Virginia, for the protection of the As- 
sociation in those parts, and for the defence thereof against 
the designs of the enemies of America, 

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended to 
the inhabitants of the Colony of Virginia, to resist to the 
utmost the arbitrary Government intended to be establish- 
ed therein by their Governo.ur, Lord Dunmore, as mani- 
festly appears by the whole tenor of his Lordship's con- 
duct for some mont'.-'a past. 

Whereas Lord Dunmore, by his Proclamation lately- 
published, has declared his intention to execute martial 
law, thereby tearing up the foundations, of ..civil authority 
and Government within the said Colony: 

Resolved, therefore, That if the Convention of Virginia 
shall find it necessary to establish a form of Government 
in that Colony, it be recommended to that Convention to 
call a full and free representation of the people, and that 
the said Representatives, if they think it necessary, esta- 
blish such form of Government as in their judgment will 
best produce the happiness of the people, and most effect- 
ually secure peace and good order in the Colony, during 
the continuance of the present dispute between Great Bri- 
tain and these Colonies. 

Resolved, That the Committee on. the state of Virginia 
have leave, at their request, to sit again. 

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, That, in the present 
situation of affairs, it will be very dangerous to the liber- 
ties and welfare of America, if any Colony should sepa- 
rately petition the King or either House of Parliament. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to 
confer with the Assembly of New-Jersey. 

The members chosen: Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Wythe, and 
Mr. Jay. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Carlisle be assigned, 
as well as the three Towns of Reading, Lancaster, and 
York, for the reception of the Prisoners taken at St. 
John's. 

Resolved, That a Letter be written to Mr, Knox, de- 
sirinf him, in case he be at Albany on the arrival of the 
express, and the service he is upon will admit, to repair to 
the Highlands, and inspect the state of the works carrying 



on there, and the situation of the places adjacent, and 
transmit an account thereof to Congress. 

The Delegates of Massachusetts- Bay produced to Con- 
gress a Resolution of the General Court of that Colony, of 
the 10th and 11th of November last, extending the Com- 
mission of their Delegates to the last day of January; 
which was read. 

Tuesday, December 5, 1775. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Seamen and Ma- 
rines be engaged to the first day of January, 1777, unless 
sooner discharged by Congress. 

It being suggested that the Resolution of Congress re- 
lating to Captain Jerikhis was grounded on a mistake with 
regard to facts, 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed, to 
take the matter into consideratioD, and make report thereon 
to Congress. 

The members chosen : Mr. /. Adams, Mr. Gushing, 
and Mr. McKcan. 

The, Committee of Claims applying for Instructions on 
the .Accounts laid before them from the Colony of Rhode- 
Island, 

On motion made, and question put, Resolved, That ihe 
charge for the purchase of Arms be not allowed. 

That the charge for repairing Arms be not allowed. 

That the expense of removing the Stock from Block- 
Island, and other places, agreeable to the re_quest of the 
General, be at the Continental expense. 

Resolved, That the twelve Cannon furnished to the 
Army, in the Camp at Cambridge, by the Government of 
Rhode- Island, be allowed in the foregoing Account. 

On motion, Resolved, That the further consideration of 
this matter be deferred till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That those who supply the three Companies 
ordered to Northampton with Arms, shall either have the 
same returned in kind, as soon as they can be procured, or 
their value paid for by the United Colonies, the value of 
which is to be deducted from the pay 67 the Soldiers. 

A Letter. from. Lord Stirling, dated 3d December, with 
some enclosures, was received and read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Committee for fitting out 
Armed Vessels have liberty, on consulting with the Com- 
mi.tteejDf Inspection of this City, to purchase Duck and 
such. .other articles as. they may want for fitting out said 
Vessels. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the form of the Bills, 
ordered to be emitted be as follows:. 

" CONTINENTAL CURRENCY. 

" No. Dollars. 

" This Bill entitles the bearer to receive 

Spanish milled Dollars, or the value thereof in gold or sil- 
ver, according to a Resolution of Congress, passed at Phi- 
ladelphia, November 29, 1775." 

Resolved, That the said Bills be numbered as the Trea- 
surer shall direct, provided the numbers shall be different 
from the former emission. . " 

The Committee on Recaptures brought in their Report, 
which. being read, was taken into consideration, and there- 
on the Congress came to the followingTtesolution: 

Resolved, That in cases of recaptures, the recaptors 
ought to have and retain, in lieu of salvage, one-eighth 
part of the true value of the Vessel and Cargo, or either 
of them, If the same hath or have been in possession of 
the enemy twenty-four hours ; one-fifth part, if more than 
twenty-four hours, and less than forty-eight hours; one- 
third part, if more than forty-eight and less than ninety- 
six hours ; and one-half, if more than ninety-six hours, un- 
less the Vessel shall, after the capture, have been legally 
condemned as a prize by some Court of Admiralty, in which 
case the recaptor ought to have the.whole ; in all which 
cases, the share detained or prize is.to.be .divided between 
the owners of the. Vessel, making the "recapture", 'the Colo- 
ny, or the Continent, as the. cage, may be, and lie captors, 
agreeable. to a former Resolution, 

On motion, Resolved, As the Army to the northward is 
likely to be supplied with Clothing at Montreal, that the 
Clothing purchased for the. Northern .Army, rand sent to 
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Albany, be sent by land to Mr. Mifflin, Quartermaster- 
General, for the use of the Army before Boston. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, December 6, 1775. 
The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 
Robert Erwin, for Wagon hire, the sum of 355.7 Dollars. 
Ordered, That the said Account be paid. 

Upon motion made, Resolved, That the three Prisoners 
taken by Captain A. Whipple, and who are now on board 
his Vessel, be delivered to the Committee of Safety of the 
Colony of Pennsylvania, who are directed to secure them 
in safe custody in some Jail in said Colony. 

A Return being laid before Congress of the number of 
Flints in this City, amounting to upwards of two hundred 
thousand, 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Committee of In- 
spection of this City be desired to purchase the said Flints, 
for the use of the Continent ; and that, in making the pur- 
chase, attention be paid to the Resolution of Congress, 
against raising the prices of Goods. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Instruc- 
tions to be given to the Committee of Claims; on motion 
made, and question put, 

Resolved, That the charge for Bounty, in the Account 
exhibited by Rhode-Island against the Continent, be not 
allowed. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Captain Dugal 
McGregor was referred Brought in their Report, which, 
being read, was agreed to, as follows, viz : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Committee, that 
the circumstances stated in the said Petition will not jus- 
tify a license to export the said Lumber and Naval Stores, 
contrary to The rules of the American Association. 

Resolved, That if the said Dugal McGregor will give 
bond, with sufficient security, in a penalty of double the 
value of tHesSd! Lumber and Naval Stores, to the Presi- 
dent of theProvincTaTCouncil of North- Carolina, with con- 
dition that he will not carry the said Cargo to Great Bri- 
tain, Ireland, Guernsey, Jersey, Sark, Alderney, or Man, 
or any European Island or settlement within the British 
Dominions, nor to the British West-Indies; and that he 
shall, within six months after exporting the same, import 
into Edenlon, Newbern, or Bogue Inlet, in the Colony of 
North- Carolina, and there deliver to the Commander of 
the Continental Troops in the said Colony, such quantity 
of Muskets or Gunpowder as shall be equal to the value 
of the said Lumber and Naval Stores, the publick interest 
requires that he be permitted to export the same ; and that 
a permit for that purpose, signed by the said President, be 
given him, on his executing such bond as aforesaid. 

The Congress resnnred the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on Proclamations, which being debated 
by paragraphs, was agreed to, as follows : 

We, the Delegates of the thirteen United Colonies in 
North-America have taken into our most serious conside- 
ration a Proclamation, issued from the Court of St. James's 
on the 25d day of August last. The nanre of Majesty is 
used to give it a sanction and influence, and, on that ac- 
count, it becomes a matter of importance to wipe off, in 
the namexif the People of these United Colonies, the asper- 
sions which it is calculated to throw upon our cause, and to 
prevent, as far as possible, the undeserved punishments 
which it is designed to prepare for our friends. We are 
accused of " forgetting the allegiance which we owe to the 
power that has protected and sustained us." Why all this 
ambiguity and obscunty in what ought to be so plain and 
obvious a? that he who runs may read it ? What allegiance 
is it that we forget ? Allegiance to Parliament ? We never 
owed, we never owned it. Allegiance to our King ? Our 
words have ever avowed it ; our conduct has ever been 
consistent with it. We condemn, and, with arms in our 
hands, (a resoriTee which freemen will never part with,) we 
oppose the claim and exercise of unconstitutional powers, 
to which neither the Crown nor Parliament were ever en- 
titled. By the British Constitutiooi, our best inheritance, 
rights as well as duties descend upon us. We cannot vio- 



late the latter by defending the former. We should act in 
diametrical opposition to both, if we permitted the claims 
of the British Parliament to be established, and the mea- 
sures pursued, in consequence of those claims, to be carried 
into execution among us. Our sagacious ancestors pro- 
vided mounds against the inundation of tyranny and law- 
less power on one side, as well as against that of faction and 
licentiousness on the other. On which side has the breach 
been made ? Is it objected against us, by the most invete- 
rate and the most uncandid of our enemies, that we have 
opposed any of the just prerogatives of the Crown, or any 
legal exertion of those prerogatives ? Why, then, are we 
accused of forgetting our allegiance? We have performed 
our duty. We have resisted in those cases in which the 
right to resist is stipulated as expressly, on our part, as the 
right to govern is, in other cases, stipulated on the part of 
the Crown. The breach of allegiance is removed from our 
resistance, as far as tyranny is removed from legal govern- 
ment. It is alleged that " we have proceeded to an open 
and avowed rebellion." In what does this rebellion con- 
sist? It is thus described : "Arraying ourselves in hostile 
manner, to withstand the execution of the law, and traitor- 
ously preparing, ordering, and levying war against the 
King." We know of no laws binding on us, but such as 
have been transmitted to us by our ancestors, and such as 
have been consented to by ourselves, or our representa- 
tives elected for that purpose. What laws, stamped with 
these characters, have we withstood ? We have, indeed, 
defended them, and we will risk every thing, do every thing, 
and suffer every thing, in their defence. To support our 
laws, and our liberties established by our laws, weliave pre- 
pared, ordered, and levied war. But is this traitorously, 
or against the King ? We view him as the Constitution 
represents him ; that tells us he can do no wrong. The 
cruel and illegal attacks, which we oppose, have no founda- 
tion in the royal authority. We will not, on our part, lose 
the distinction between the King and his Ministers. Happy 
would it have been for some former princes, had it always 
been preserved on the part of the Crown. 

Besides all this, we observe, on this part of the Procla- 
mation, that " rebellion " is a term undefined and unknown 
in the law; it might have been expected that a Proclama- 
tion, which by the British Constitution has no other ope- 
ration than merely that of enforcing what is already law, 
would have had a known legal basis to have rested upon. 
A correspondence between the inhabitants of Great Bri- 
tain and their brethren in America produced, in better 
times, much satisfaction to individuals, and much advan- 
tage to the publick. By what criterion shall one who is 
unwilling to break off this correspondence, and is, at the 
same time, anxious not to expose himself to the dreadful 
consequences threatened in this Proclamation— by what 
criterion shall he regulate his conduct ? He is admonished 
not to carry on correspondence with the persons now in 
rebellion in the Colonies. How shall he ascertain " who 
are in rebellion and who are not ?" He consults the law, 
to learn the nature Df the supposed crime : the law is silent 
upon the subject. This, in a country where it has been 
often said, and formerly with justice, that the Government 
is by law, and not by men, might render him perfectly 
easy. But Proclamations have been sometimes dangerous 
engines in the hands of those in power ; information is com- 
manded to be given, to one of the Secretaries of State, of 
all persons " who shall be found carrying on correspond- 
ence with the persons in rebellion, in order to bring to con- 
dign punishment the authors, perpetrators, or abetters, of 
such dangerous designs." Let us suppose, for a moment, 
that some persons in the Colonies are in rebellion, and that 
those who carry on correspondence with them might learn, 
by some rule which Britons are bound to know, how to 
discriminate them, does it follow that all correspondence 
with them deserves to be punished ? It might have been 
intended to apprize them of their danger, and to reclaim 
them from their crimes. By what law does a correspond- 
ence with a criminal transfer or communicate his guilt? 
We know that those who aid and adhere to the King's 
enemies, and those who correspond with them in order to 
enable them to carry their designs into effect, are criminal 
in the eye of the law. But the law goes no farther. Can 
Proclamations, according to the principles of reason and 
justice, and the Constitution, go farther than the law ? 
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But perhaps the principles of reason and justice, and the 
Constitution, will not prevail : experience suggests to us 
the doubt. If they should not, we must resort to arguments 
drawn from a very different source. We, therefore, in the 
name of the People of these United Colonies, and by au- 
thority, according to the purest maxims of representation, 
derived from them, declare, that whatever punishment shall 
be inflicted upon any persons in the power of our enemies, 
for favouring, aiding, or abetting the cause of American 
liberty, shall be retaliated in the same kind and the same 
degree upon those in our power, who have favoured, aided, 
or abetted, or shall favour, aid, or abet, the system of min- 
isterial oppression. The essential difference between our 
cause and that of our enemies might justify a severer pun- 
ishment ; the law of retaliation will unquestionably warrant 
one equally severe. 

We mean not, however, by this declaration, to occasion 
or to multiply punishments ; our sole view is to prevent 
them. In this unhappy and unnatural controversy, in which 
Britons fight against Britons and the descendants of Bri- 
tons, let the calamities immediately incident to a civil war 
suffice. We hope additions will not, from wantonness, be 
made to them on i one side ; we shall regret the necessity, 
if laid under the necessity, of making them on the other. 

Ordered, That the above be published. 

A Petition and Memorial from Colonel J. Bull was pre- 
sented to Congress and read. 

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Friday next. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Lieutenant Jocelyn 
Feltham have leave to join the officers of the Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment, and reside with them, in the places destined for 
their/reception. 

On motion made, Resolved, That Major Preston and 
the Officer with him remain in Philadelphia until further 
orders from this Congress. 

Ordered, That the President inform Major Preston of 
the foregoing Resolution. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated 28th Novem- 
ber, being received, was read. 

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration to- 
morrow morning. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, December 7, 1775. 

The Congress took into consideration the General's Let- 
ter received yesterday. During their deliberation, advice 
being received that the Women and Children taken at St. 
John's were arrived, with their baggage, 

On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
Committee of Safety of this Colony, to have them removed 
to the places assigned them, in the cheapest manner, at the 
expense of the Continent. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. George Cuppaidge, 
LieutenanLofjhe Twenty-Sixth Regiment, be permitted 
to go to New- York for a week, upon his parole, that he 
will neither speak nor write to any person upon any poli- 
tical subject, or give any intelligence whatsoever upon such 
topicks, and will return at the end of the week. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
General's Letter. During debate, an express arrived, with 
a Letter from Lord Stirling, dated Amboy, 6th December, 
which was read, containing an account that Colonel Arnold 
has taken possession of Quebeck. 

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the 
General's Letter. 

On motion: Whereas doubts may arise respecting the 
true intent and. construction of a certain Resolution of this 
Congress, passed the 4th day of November last, empower- 
ing the General, in case the necessity of the service should 
require it, to call forth the Minute-Men and Militia of the 
New-England Colonies, 

Resolved, That the said Resolution shall not extend or 
be construed to authorize the General to call forth the said 
Minute-Men or Militia, without haying applied to and ob- 
tained the consent of those officers in whom the executive 
powers of Government in those Colonies may be vested. 



Resolved, That the President write Letters to the Coun- 
cil of Massachusetts-Bay, the Convention of New-Hamp- 
shire, and the Governours of Rhode-Island and Connecti- 
cut, acquainting them with the present state of the Army, 
and enclosing copies of the Resolutions of this Congress 
relative to the General's being empowered to call forth the 
Militia of those Governments on any emergency, and re- 
questing those Colonies to exert themselves in defence of 
our common liberties, by affording the General all the aid 
in their power, and comply with his request for the assist- 
ance of the Militia, whenever he may find it necessary to 
apply for it. 

A Letter from General Schuyler of the 22d of Novem- 
ber, enclosing a copy of a Letter from General Montgo- 
mery dated the 17th November, and one from Col. Arnold 
of the 14th, being received, were read. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, December 8, 1775. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Capt. Jenkins 
was referred brought in their Report, which was read. 

The Committee to whom the Letter from the Commit- 
tee of Inspection of the County of Frederick, in the Colony 
of Maryland, relative to Allan Cameron, John Smith, and 
John Connolly, with the papers enclosed, was referred, 
brought in their Report, which being taken into considera- 
tion, 

On motion made, Resolved, That the said Allan Came- 
ron, John Smith, and John Connolly, be confined in prison 
in Philadelphia until the further order of Congress, at the 
Continental expense. 

Ordered, That the President transmit a copy of the 
above Resolution to the Committee of Inspection of Fre- 
derick, and desire them, in pursuance of the above Resolu- 
tion, to send the Prisoners, under guard, to Philadelphia. 

On motion made, Resolved, That the Petition of Jona- 
than Hudson be referred to a Committee of three. 

The members chosen : Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Penn, and 
Mr. R. Morris. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Letters from 
Lord Stirling, 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Lowry be appointed to 
supply the New- Jersey Battalions with the Rations and 
other necessaries allowed the Soldiers, at 7| Pence (31-360 
of a Dollar) per Ration. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Crane be directed to 
give Mr. Lowry proper orders for securing, for the use of 
the Jersey Battalions, the Blankets in the Barracks in that 
Colony. 

Resolved, That each Company of the two Battalions 
raised in New-Jersey, not already ordered to the Fort on 
Hudson's River, in the Highlands, in the Colony of New- 
York, be ordered, and they are hereby ordered, to march, 
as soon as they can be furnished with barrack necessaries 
and arms, to the City of New- York, and remain till further 
order ; and that four of the Companies ordered to the Fort 
in the Highlands be likewise stationed jn the City of New- 
York, till barracks can be fitted up for them in thai Fort. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Surgeon be allowed to 
each Regiment. That the Pay of a Regimental Surgeon 
be twenty-five Dollars per month. 

William Barnet, Jun., unanimously elected Surgeon to 
Lord Stirling's, or the First or Eastern Battalion raised in 
New-Jersey. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Standing Committee, to 
consist of one member from each Colony, be appointed, to 
take into consideration the applications of the several per- 
sons applying to be Officers in the American Army, to 
examine into their qualifications, and report to Congress. 
The members are : ~Z~\ 

New-Hampshire, - - - - J. Bartlett. 
Massachusetts, ----- Samuel Adams. 

Rhode-Island, S. Ward. 

Connecticut, ----- E. Dyer. 

New- York, J. Jay. 

New-Jersey, ----- W. Livingston. 
Pennsylvania, A. Allen. 
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Delaware, ------ C. Rodney. 

Maryland, ------ 

Virginia,- ------ F. L. Lee. 

North-Carolina, - - - - J. Penn. 

South-Carolina, - - - - T. Lynch. 

Resolved, That the part of Lord Stirling's Letter which 
respects the arresting and imprisoning Soldiers for small 
sums be referred to a Committee of three. 

The members chosen : Mr. Jay, Mr. Wilson, and Mr. 
W. Livingston. 

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. G. Bedford, the Deputy 
Mustermaster-General, be directed to muster the Battalion 
raised in this Colony, and make return to Congress as soon 
as possible. 

The Committee on Frauds report, that they have made 
some proficiency, but meet. 

The Committee appointed to consider of ways and means 
for establishing Expresses brought in their Report ; which 
was read. 

On motion, Ordered, That the Letters from General 
Schuyler, General Montgomery, and Colonel Arnold, be 
published. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow- 



Saturday, December 9, 1775. 

On motion from the Committee appointed to fit out 
Armed Vessels, 

Resolved, That the said Committee be empowered to 
employ the following Officers, and that their Pay be as 
follows : 

Midshipman, 12 Dollars per calendar month. 

Armourer, 15 do. do. 

Sailmaker, 12 do. do. 

Yeoman, 9 do. do. 

Quartermaster, 9 do. do. 

Quartergunner, 8 do. do. 

Cook, 12 do. do. 

Coxswain, 9 do. do. 

Pilot, according to the usual rates ; when absolutely ne- 
cessary, the Commander to give such further gratuity as 
may be necessary for the good of the service. 

On motion, Resolved, That an order issue for raising four 
Battalions more in the Colony of Pennsylvania, on the same 
terms as the one already raised. 

Resolved, That a like order issue for raising one Batta- 
lion in the lower Counties on Delaware, on the same terms 
as those ordered to be raised in Pennsylvania. 

The Congress took into consideration the Letters from 
General Schuyler, from the 11th of November, inclusive, 
and thereupon came to the following Resolutions: 

Resolved, That the orders given to General Montgo- 
mery, to purchase Clothing at Montreal, for the Troops 
under his command, be and are approved. 

Resolved, That the Officers who are prisoners be allow- 
ed to sell their Bills for their subsistence. 

Resolved, That Major Preston, Captain Kinnear, Cap- 
tain Goodwin, and Major Stopford, pay to the Continen- 
tal Treasurers the sums advanced them by Gen. Schuyler, 
and that General Schuyler be informed of this Resolution, 
and desired to send their obligations to the Treasurers. 

Resolved, That General Montgomery be appointed a 
Major-General in the Army of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That the sum of 166 Dollars per month be 
allowed to the Commander for the time being in the Pro- 
vince of Canada, and Tesiding there, for the expense of 
his table, over and above the pay to which he may be en- 
titled by his commission. 

Resolved, That the several Letters from Gen. Schuyler, 
with the enclosures, except what refers to Mr. Phelps, be 
committed to a Committee of three, who are to take the 
same into consideration, and report thereon to Congress. 

The members chosen : Mr. Dickinson, Mr. McKean, 
and Mr. Wythe. 

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of three thousand 
Dollars be advanced to Mr. Carpenter Wharton, who has 
contracted to supply the Battalion raised in Pennsylvania, 



at seven Pence (7-90 of a Dollar) per Ration; and that 
the same be paid him, on his signing the contract, and giv- 
ing proper security for the performance thereof. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 
William Chew, for riding express to the Saltpetre Rock, 
in Virginia, and bringing samples of the mineral, the sum 
of 84.3 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
for the sum of 1,956 Dollars, in favour of Colonel E. Dyer, 
for Medicines by him purchased, agreeable to the order of 
Congress, for the use of the Army. 

The Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Middle 
Department laid before Congress the Minutes of their Pro- 
ceedings. 

Ordered, That the same be considered on Wednesday 
next. 

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for taking into 
consideration the Instructions to the Delegates of Rhode- 
Island. 

The several other matters to this day referred being 
postponed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

... -Monday, December 11, 1775, 

A Letter from General Washington, dated 30th of No- 
vember, being received, was read, enclosing an Invoice of 
Stores on board the Nancy, transport, taken by the Schoon- 
er Lee, Captain Manly; also, a Letter from the Convention 
of New-York, dated 7th instant. 

The Committee to. whom, that part of Lord Stirling's 
Letter, respecting the arresting and imprisoning Soldiers 
for small sums, was referred, brought in their Report. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress took 
into consideration the Instructions given to the Delegates 
of Rhode-Island, and after debate thereon came to the fol- 
lowing Resolutions : 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, to devise 
ways and means for furnishing these Colonies with a Naval 
Armament, and report with all convenient speed. 

Resolved, That the Committee consist of a member from 
each Colony, viz: Mr. Bartlett, Mr. »S. Adams, Mr. Hop- 
kins, Mr. Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, Mr. R. Morris, 
Mr. Read, Mr. Paca, Mr. R. H,Lee, Mr. Hcwes, and Mr. 
Gadsden. 

The Congress then took into consideration the Report 
of the Committee on the Petition of Thomas Jenkins, of 
the Island of Nantucket, for license to sell his cargo of Oil 
in this City, and to purchase a cargo of Provisions and 
Fuel, for the necessary use of the inhabitants of said Island, 
and the same was agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That the vigilance and zeal of the Committee 
of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, in preventing 
the said Jenkins's cargo from being sold, contrary to the 
Resolutions of Congress, is highly approved. 

Resolved, That it appears td this Congress, that the in- 
habitants of said Island are at present in great distress, for 
want of the necessaries of life. 

Resolved, That humanity requires that some speedy 
measures be taken by the Congress, to enable the said 
inhabitants to supply themselves with necessary Fuel and 
Provisions, 

Resolved, That the Selectmen of the Town of Sher- 
burne, in Nantucket, prepare an estimate of the quantity of 
Fuel and Provisions necessary for the use of said inhabi- 
tants, and lay it before three or more Justices of the Peace 
for the County of Barnstable, in the Colony of Massachu- 
setts-Bay, attested by the oath or affirmation of the said 
Selectmen; and that the said Justices be empowered to 
grant licenses, under their hands, to any master or owner 
of vessels in the said Island, to import Fuel and Provisions 
from the Colonies of Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, lower 
Counties on Delaware, or Maryland, not exceeding the 
quantities specified in said estimate. 

Resolved, Whereas it appears that the said inhabitants 
are in immediate danger of suffering for the want of the 
necessaries of life, that the said Captain Jenkins be per- 
mitted, under the inspection of the Committee of the City 
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and Liberties of Philadelphia, to unload and sell his pre- 
sent cargo, and to purchase a cargo of Fuel and Pro- 
visions, provided he shall first make oath or affirmation, 
before a Magistrate, and give bond that the same is, bona 
fide, intended for the internal consumption of the said inha- 
bitants, and that he will use his utmost endeavours that it 
shall not fall into the hands of the enemies of the United 
Colonies. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Jonathan Hud- 
son was referred reported their opinion in certain Resolu- 
tions, which being read, were agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved, That so much of the said Petition as prays for 
permission to export the said cargo to any place other 
than thejslands of Great Britain, Ireland, Jersey, Guern- 
sey, Sark, Alderney, or Man, or the West-Indian Islands, 
is reasonable. 

Resolved, That so much of the said Petition as prays for 
further permission is unreasonable. 

Resolved, That the said Petitioner give bond, with suffi- 
cient security, to the Chairman of the Committee of the 
Town of Baltimore, under a penalty of double the value of 
the said cargo, to export the said cargo to some place other 
than the Islands of Great Britain, Ireland, Jersey, Guern- 
sey, Sark, Alderney, Man, and the Islands of the West- 
Indies ; and within six months after the said exportation, 
to produce to the said Chairman a certificate of the port 
to which the said cargo shall have been shipped, authen- 
ticated under the hands of two merchants of known charac- 
ter and reputation, residing in the same port; and that, on 
executing such bond, the said Chairman sign a permit to 
the said Petitioner, allowing him to export the said cargo. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of a Resolution 
of Congress respecting the numbering of the Bills ordered 
to be emitted. « 

Resolved, That the numbers commence from No. 1, and 
that the said numbers be in different ink from the former. 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed 
to sign nnd number the Bills ordered to be emitted, viz : 
Samuel Morris, Frederick Kuhl, Stephen Collins, Nicholas 
Garrison, Matthew Clarkson, Samuel C. Morris, Thomas 
Barclay, Anthony Morris, Jun., James Wharton, Benja- 
min Fuller, Joel Evans, Andrew Bunner, John Mease, 
Thomas Coombe, John Bayard, Robert Tucknhs, Isaac 
Ilazlehurst, Thomas Morris, Samuel Caldwell, John Pur- 
viancc, Mordecai Lewis, George Campbell, Joseph Par- 
ker, Daniel Clymer, Joseph Watkins, Jun., John Shee, 
Phineas Bond, James Read, Robert Roberts, John Ord, 
Isaac Howell, William Webb, Jonathan B. Smith, Corne- 
lius Barnes, Thomas Smith, and William Crispin. 

Resolved, That each Bill be signed and numbered by 
two of the foregoing gentlemen. 

A Petition from Mr. Phelps was presented and read. 

Ordered, To be taken into consideration to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to received the applications 
and examine the qualifications of persons applying for offi- 
ces, Sic, reported Dr. Boyd as proper to be Surgeon to the 
Regiment raised in Pennsylvania, and Mr. Patterson to 
be Adjutant to said Regiment. 

The Congress concurred in the choice of Dr. Boyd. 

A Petition from David Beveridge was laid before Con- 
gress and read. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee of 
three. 

The members chosen : Mr. Jay, Mr. Read, and Mr. 
Jefferson. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in 
favour of the Committee of Correspondence, for the sum of 
3,000 Dollars. 

Resolved, That to-morrow morning be assigned to take 
into consideration that part of the Report of the Commit- 
tee of Conference respecting Boston. 

A Letter from the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in 
the Southern District, with sundry enclosures, beingreceived, 
were read. 

The Committee on the credit of the Paper Currency 
brought in their Report. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 



Tuesday, December 12, 1775. 

On motion, Resoloed, That the intercepted Letters of 
Brook Watson, and the Invoice of the Cargo of the Brig 
Nancy, transport, taken by the Schooner Lee, Captain 
Manly, be published. 

A Letter from Christopher Lejingwell, with sundry en- 
closures, respecting a cargo of Molasses, taken out of the 
Brig Nancy; also, a Letter from the Committee of Trenton, 
with the Parole of the Officers there, were laid before Con- 
gress and read. 

The Committee appointed to prepare Letters of Thanks 
to the three General Officers in the Northern Army brought 
in draughts, which being read and approved, 

Ordered, That they be signed by the President, and 
transmitted. 

The Committee on General Schuyler's Letters brought 
in their Report, which was read. 

On motion, Resolved, That the allowance for a table, 
made to the Commander for the time being in Canada, be 
granted to General Montgomery, from the time he entered 
Canada. 

On motion, Resolved, That this Congress will make a 
present of a Sword, of the value of one hundred Dollars, 
to Captain Henry B. Livingston, as a testimony of their 
sense of bis services to this Country, and that they will em- 
brace the first opportunity of promoting him in the Army. 

Resolved, That the sum of 120,000 Dollars be advanced 
to the Colony of Rhode-Island, in part of their Accounts 
against the United Colonies, to be paid out of the emission 
last ordered ; the said Colony to be accountable for the 
same. 

The Congress, agreeable to order, took into considera- 
tion the Report of the Committee of Conference, respect- 
ing Boston; and, after debate, 

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take this matter 
into further consideration. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 



Wednesday, December 13, 1775. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated the 4th of 
December, with sundry enclosures, being received, were 
read. 

The Committee appointed to devise ways and means for 
fitting out a Naval Armament brought in their Report, 
which, being taken into consideration, was agreed to, as fol- 
lows : 

That five Ships of 32 guns, five of 28 guns, and three 
of 24 guns, making in the whole thirteen, can be fitted for the 
sea probably by the last of March next, viz : in Neiv- Hamp- 
shire one, in Massachusetts-Bay two, in Rhode-Island two, 
in Connecticut one, in New-York two, in Pennsylvania 
four, and in Maryland one. 

That the cost of these Ships, so fitted, will not be more 
than 66,666 2-3 Dollars each, on an average, allowing two 
complete suits of sails for each Ship, equal in the whole to 
866,666 2-3 Dollars. 

That the materials for fitting them may be all furnished 
in these Colonies, except the articles of canvass and gun- 
powder ; and that, therefore, it will be proper the Congress 
direct the most speedy and effectual means of importing 
the said articles of canvass and powder ; that of the for- 
mer, 7,500 pieces will be wanted, and that of the latter one 
hundred tons. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, with full 
powers to carry the above Report into execution, with all 
possible expedition, (except what relates to canvass and 
powder,) at the expense of the United Colonies. 

Resolved, That the appointment of the Committee be 
postponed till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the Secret Com- 
mittee, to embrace the best and earliest opportunities to 
procure the quantity of Duck and Powder in the above 
Report. 

Mr. Willing, a member of the Secret Committee, desiring 
to be excused, on account of his living out of Town, which 
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rendered it impracticable for him to attend the' Committee, 
which usually meets in the evening : 

Resolved, That he be excused, and that another be 
elected in his room. 

The member chosen : Mr. R. Morris. 

On motion, Resolved, That when this Congress shall 
adjourn, it will be necessary to appoint a Committee to sit 
during the adjournment, for the purpose of superintending 
the Treasury, carrying on necessary correspondence, and 
such other services as shall be directed by Congress. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to 
consider and prepare Instructions for the Committee above 
mentioned. 

The members chosen : Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Hooper, Dr. 
Franklin, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Deane. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to fit out 
Armed Vessels be authorized to give able-bodied Seamen, 
that may be willing to enter on board the Ships of War of 
the United Colonics, eight Dollars per calendar month. 

Information being given that sundry persons in this City 
have lately sold Tea, 

Resolved, That the consideration of this matter be re- 
ferred to Friday next. 

' The several matters to this day referred being postponed, 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, December 14, 1775. 

On motion, Resolved, That on the meeting of Congress, 
half an hour every morning be employed in reading the cor- 
rected copy of the Journal, till the whole is gone through. 

Resolved, That every morning the Minutes of the pre- 
ceding day be read, before the Congress enter upon new 
business. 

Ordered, That the Journal, as corrected, after being read, 
be transcribed, in order to_be_sent to the press. 

The Congress, agreeable to the Order of the Day, pro- 
ceeded to the appointment of the Committee., for carrying 
into execution the Resolutions of Congress for fitting; out 
Armed Vessels. 

Resolved, That the said Committee consist of a member 
from each Colony. 

Resolved, That the choice be by ballot. 

The members chosen : Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Hancock, Mr. 
Hopkins, Mr, Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, Mr. R. Mor- 
ris, Mr. Read, Mr. Chase, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Hewes, 
Mr. Gadsden, and Mr. Houston. 

Congress took into consideration the Letter received 
yesterday from General Washington. 

Resolved, That the second Resolution in the Report of 
the Committee on General Washington's Letter, relative 
to Transports, be recommitted. 

On motion, Resolved, That Lieutenant Hay, of the Se- 
venth Regiment, who is now a prisoner, have liberty to 
return to Great Britain, on his parole not to take up arms 
against America during the present dispute between Great 
Britain and these Colonies. 

A Petition from Peter Berlon was laid before Congress 
and read. 

Resolved, That the said Petition, with the papers ac- 
companying it, be referred to a Committee of three. 

The members chosen : Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Lynch, 
and Mr. Smith. 

Resolved, That .the further consideration of the Gene- 
ral's Letter be referred till to-morrow. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, December 15, 1775. 

Information being given to Congress that Captain Motte, 
who was intrusted with conducting the Prisoners to Rea- 
ding and other Towns in Pennsylvania, having performed 
that service, was returned to this City, 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to distribute 
the Prisoners confer with Captain Motte, and report to 
Congress. _ .. : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety for the Colo- 
ny of Pennsylvania be requested to recommend proper 



persons for Field-Officers of the four Battalions to be raised 
in the said Colony. 

Resolved, That the said Committee appoint proper persons 
for Officers in the said Battalions, under the rank of Majors. 

Resolved, That similar orders be given to the Commit- 
tee of Safety of the lower Counties on Delaware, for re- 
commending Field-Officers and appointing inferior Offi- 
cers for the Battalion to be raised in that Colony. 

Resolved, That Messrs. George Meade §■ Co., Mer- 
chants, of the City of Philadelphia, be permitted to ex- 
port from the Colony of Virginia so much of the produce 
of that country as shall be equal in value to any quantity 
of Salt, not exceeding six thousand bushels, which they 
shall carry and safely deliver there to the Committee of 
Safety or their order, who are empowered to regulate the 
prices of the said produce and Salt; and that the said 
George Meade &f Co., having given to the Delegates of 
the said Colony, in this City, bond with sufficient security, 
under a penalty of double the value of the said Salt, that 
they will not carry any produce of the said Colony, which 
they may receive in return for their Salt, to the Islands of 
Great Britain, Ireland, Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Alderney, 
or Man, or to the West-Indian Islands, and producing to 
the Committee of Safety of the said Colony a certificate 
thereof, signed by the said Delegates here, shall have a 
permit, under the hand of the Chairman of the said Com- 
mittee of Safety, to export the said produce, the said per- 
mit being to be endorsed on or annexed to a manifest of 
the cargo exported. 

The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions for 
the Committee who are to sit during the recess of Con- 
gress, brought in their Report, which was read.* 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due: 

* The Committee appointed to consider and prepare Instructions for 
a Committee who are to sit during the recess of Congress have agreed 
to the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this CommTtteerthat thsBaid 
Committee, during the recess of Congress, should be authorized and 
instructed— 

To receive and open all letters directed to the Congress. 

To correspond with the several Conv entio ns, Assemblies, or Com- 
mittees of Safety, with the Committee of Congress sent to Canada, the 
Commissioners for Indian Affairs, and the Commanding Officers of the 
Continental forces in the several Dopartments. 

To give counsel to the said Commanding Officers, whenever applied 
to by them. 

To supply the Continental forces, by "seaand~Iand,~with i"aTf necessa. 
ries, from time to time. 

To expedite the striking moneys ordered by the Congress to be 
struck. __.. ... ._ 

To transmit to the several Commanding Officers, Paymasters, and 
Commissaries, from time to time, such sums of money as may be ne- 
cessary for the pay and subsistence of the Continental forces ; and to 
order payment, by the Treasurers, for such contracts as the said Com- 
mittee may make, in pursuance of the authorities and instructions 
given them. 

To take charge of all military stores belonging to the United Colo- 
nies, to procure such further quantities as may probably be wanted, or 
to order any part thereof wheresoever it may be most requisite for the 
common service. 

To direct the safe keeping and c omfo rtable accommodation of all 
prisoners oTwar. 

To contribute their counsel and authority towards raising recruits 
ordered by Congress. 

To procure intelligence of the conditio n an d designs of the enemy. 

To direct military operations by sea and land, not changing any 
objects or expeditions determined on by Congress. 

To attend to the defence_and preservation of forts and strong posts, 
and to prevent the enemy from acquiring new holds. 

To apply to such officers, in the several Colonies, as are intrusted 
with the executive powers of Government, for the occasional aid of 
Minute-Men and Militia, whenever and wherever necessary. 

In case of the death of any officer within the appointment of Con- 
gress, to employ a person to fulfil his duties until the meeting of 
Congress, unless the office be of such a nature as to admit a delay of 
appointment until such meeting. 

To cxamhrc publick claims and accounts, and report the same to the 
next Congress. : ~.~77~ .!.'.' ~~. Z~. 

To publish and disperse authentick accounts of military operations. 

To expedite the printing of the Journals of Congress, as by them, di- 
rected to be published. 

* To summon a meeting of Congress at an earlier day than that to 
which it may stand adjourned, if any great and unexpected emergence 
shall render it necessary for' the safety or good of the United Colonies; 
and to lay before Congress, at. their mooting, all letters received by 
them, with a report of their proceedings. ~ ~" 

Resolved, Tlfat the said Committee he authorlzeH'to appoint their 
own Cleric, who shall take an oath of secrecy before he enters on the 
exercise of his Office. 

Resolved, That in the case of death of any member of the said Com- 
mittee, they immediately apply to his survTvmg - coflcagues to appoint 
some, one of themselves to bejf member o f the said Committ npj 

Resolved, That the Treasurers be diroctedjo pay, out of the Conti- 
nental moneys in their hands, all draftf made on them by the said" 
Committee. rl: _~ z ~~ ~ ~ — -™ _ : "~rr — "~rri~ij.; - 
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Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid. 

The Committee to whom the second Resolution in the 
Report on General Washington* s Letter relative to Trans- 
ports was recommitted, brought in their Report, which was 
read. 

The several matters to this day referred being further 
postponed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, December 16, 1775. 
A Letter from General Washington, dated 7th Decem- 
ber, 1775, being received, was read. 

A Letter from the Convention of New- York, dated 9th 
inst.,1)eing laid before Congress and read, 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee 
on the Continental Currency. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to carry into 
execution the Resolutions of Congress relative to a Naval 
Armament be empowered to draw on the Treasurers, from 
time to time, for any sums not exceeding Five Hundred 
Thousand Dollars, for carrying into execution the Resolu- 
tions of Congress. 

Resolved, That the Delegates of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia be a Committee to prepare Instructions for Colonel 
Irvine. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Captain Molte 
brought in a Report, which was read. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due to 
Josiah Fessenden, for riding express three times to the 
Camp at Cambridge, and once to Rhode-Island, and for 
expenses and Horse hire, &,c, a balance amounting to one 
hundred anrT twenty-six Dollars. 

To Daniel King, for hire of a Sulky for said J,_ Fessen- 
den, eighteen Dollars. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Captain White Eyes, a Delaware Chief, who caroe down 
with the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Middle 
Department, being introduced to Congress, the President 
addressed him in the fol lowing manner: 

Brother Captain White Eyes : 

We are glad to see you, and we bid you welcome to 
this council-fire, kindled for all the United Colonies. 

We have heard of your friendship for your brethren, the 
white people, and how useful you have been in preserving 
peace and harmony between your nation and us, and we 
thank you for those services. 

We are pleased that the Delawares intend to embrace 
Christianity. We will send you, according to your desire, 
a minister and a schoolmaster, to instruct you in the prin- 
ciples of religion, and other parts of useful knowledge. 

We shall be happy in improving every opportunity that 
shall offer for convincing your nation, and all the other 
nations of Indians, of our friendly disposition towards them. 

Before you leave this City, we will give you some par- 
ticular testimony of our regard for you. 

The Congress taking into consideration the Report of 
the Co mmittee who conferred with Captain Motte, 

Resolved, That the Officers be distributed in such places 
as~are most agreeable to themselves, observing always the 
former Resojutions_of Congress on this subject, arid that 
the Officers and Privates be not stationed in. the .same 
places, until the further orders of Congress. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to confer with 
Major Preston, and, with him, fix on an Agent to negotiate 
his Bills, and, with the money arising from the_sa]e of said 
Bills, to supply the Prisoners taken at St. John's with 
Clothing and other necessaries. 

The members chosen : Mr. McKean, Mr. R. H. Lee, 
and Mr. S. Adams. 

Resolved, That the Privates who are prisoners, and have 
been left by Captain Motte at Lancaster, be allowed to re- 
main in that place till the further orders of Congress. 

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding eighty Dollars be 
paid to Captain Motte, being so much advanced and paid 
by him for necessaries to his men in conducting the Pri- 
soners. 

Resolved, That the distribution of the Prisoners, made 
by Captain Motte, is approved. 
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Resolved, That it be a standing rule of Congress, that 
no person be allowed to make any motion after twelve 
o'clock, without special leave, until the Orders of the Day 
are either determined or put off to another day. 

A Petition from sundry Merchants of Philadelphia was 
presented and read. 

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee of 
three. 

The members chosen : Mr. Morris, Mr. Jefferson, and 
Mr. Hooper. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Mr, D. Beve- 
ridge was referred brought in their Report, which was 
read. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday. 

Monday, December 18, 1775. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Major Preston, 
made report of their proceedings, and that they had not 
yet come to a conclusion with Major Preston on the matter 
referred to them. 

Resolved, That Major Preston have leave to go with 
Captain Motte to Lancaster, and there to remain ten days, 
if he choose to remain there so long. 

Resolved, That a copy of the Resolutions of Congress 
relative to the disposal of the Prisoners, and of the parole 
to be signed by the Officers, be sent to the Committee of 
Inspection of Lancaster; and that an order issue to the 
said Committee, to take the parole of the Officers there, 
and transmit the same to Congress. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of Captain Edward Motte, for the further sum of 
eighty Dollars, he to be acrjoHntableJbr the .same- 
Sundry Affidavits from Wyoming, relative to disturbances 
there bejw-eenthe people of Connecticut and_ Pennsylvania, 
being laid before the Congress and read, [See folio 1964.] 

After debate, Resolved, That the consideration of this 
matter bereferred till to_-mofrow_. _' 

Letters from General Schuyler, dated 19th, 20th, 24th 
November, and_8th DeceMher, with sundry enclosed papers, 
being received, were read. 

Resolved,, That they be referred. to__a .Committee of 
three. '_ 

The. members chosen: Mr.. Hooper, Mr. HnlcKean, and 
Mr.Jefferson. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Tuesday, December 19, 1775. 

Resolved, That the Committee or Safety for Pennsyl- 
vania be requested to supply the Armed Vessels, which 
are nearly ready for sai[ing7with four tons of Gunpowder, 
at the Continental expense. 

That the said Committee be requested to procure and 
lend said Vessels as many stands of Small Arms as they 
can spare, not exceeding Four hundred, to be repaid by the 
Congress either in kind or value, as the Committee may 
desire. ;■": .. ; = 

That . if the Powder and Afros .thaLrpay be supplied and 
lent to the Continerit, for the; use of jhe__said Armed Ves- 
sels, shall not be replaced on or beforejthe first day of Feb- 
ruary next, the Congress; engages that their"whole influence 
and authority shall then be ^Brtedjjnniediately to replace 
tli_e_sam_e, by procuring Powder an d Ar ms from some other 
part of the Continent. "....._. "..'7. .7. 7 ~.~.~. 

Resolved, That if the Powder supplied and lent to the 
Continent by the City of New-York shall not be replaced 
on or before the 'first jay of February next, the Congress 
engages that their whole influence and authority shall then 
be exerted immediately to replace the same, by providing 
Powder fro.rrrsorne; other part of the Continent. 

Agreeable to thel Order of the .Day, the Congress re- 
sumed the consideration of the General's Letters, and the 
Report of the Committee TO vFhojm.the second article in 
the Report oT the Committee oh the~Generai'.s Letters was 
referred, and thereupon came to the following Resolution, 
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which is to be substituted in the place of the said second 
Resolution : 

Resolved, That all Transport Vessels in the same service 
having on board any Troops, Arms, Ammunition, Clothing, 
Provisions, or Military or Naval Stores, of what kind soever, 
and all Vessels, to whomsoever belonging, that shall be em- 
ployed in carrying Provisions or other necessaries to the 
British Army or Armies, or Navy, that now are or shall 
hereafter be within any of the United Colonies, or any 
Goods, Wares, or Merchandises, for the use of such Fleet 
and Army, shall be liable to seizure, and, with their car- 
goes, shall be confiscated. 

The Committee on the qualifications of Officers apply- 
ing, &,c, made a Report, which was read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The Committee on tbe state of Virginia brought in their 
Report, which being read, 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

A Letter from General Washington, dated December 11, 
1775, was laid before Congress and read. 

The; several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, December 90, 1775. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due to 
several persons, for necessaries furnished to the Rifle Com- 
panies in Virginia, the sum of 640.5 Dollars, and that the 
same ought to be paid to Thomas Rutherford. 

To Rebecca Reynolds, for Horse hire, 6.9 Dollars, and 
that the same ought to be paid to Henry Wisner, Esq. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the Rev. Mr. Elihu Spencer, for the sum of 
120 Dollars, and in favour of the Rev. Mr. Alexander Mc- 
Whorter joLlhe like sum, who have undertaken to go to 
North- Carolina, being three months' advance, they to be 
accountable. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the Petition of David Beveridge, which 
was agreed to. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the said Petition is unreasonable. Re- 
solved, nevertheless, That for the more speedy arming 
these Colonies, the said David Beveridge be permitted to 
export a cargo of the produce of America (Live Stock and 
Lumber excepted) to any part of the world, except Great 
Britain, the British Islands, Ireland, or the British West- 
Indies, on his giving bond, with sufficient security, in double 
the amount of the said cargo, to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Inspection of Philadelphia, or to such persons 
as the said "TJo'mruittee. shall appoint, that he will import 
into these Colonies, by the first day of June next, the 
amount of the proceeds of the said cargo in Arms, Am- 
munition, or Saltpetre, and shall djspose of the same to 
the Congress, for the use of the United Colonies, at such 
reasonable prices as, by the Committee of Inspection of the 
place in whiclL the Vessel shall arrive, shall be ascertained 
and determined. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
sumed the consideration of the General's Letters, and there- 
upon came to the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the several Vessels heretofore taken and 
carried into Massach usetts - Bay, by the Armed Vessels in 
the service of the United Colonies, be proceeded against 
by the rules of .the.. Law of Nations, and libelled hi the 
Courts of Admiralty erected in said Colony. 

Certain Instructions given to the President to be ob- 
served in answering the General. 

The Order, of _the_Day, with regard to resolving itself 
into a Committee of. the Whole to take into consideration 
the Report of the Committee of Conference respecting 
Boston, postponed. 

The Congress, taking into consideration the dispute be- 
tween the people of Pennsylvania and Connecticut, on the 
waters of Susqnehannah, came to the following Resolution : 

Wheress a_ dispute subsists between some of the inhabi- 
tants of the Colony of Connecticut, settled under the claim 
of tbe said Colony, on the lands near Wyoming, on the 



Susquehannah River and in the Delaware Country, and 
the inhabitants settled under the claim of the Proprietors 
of Pennsylvania, which dispute, it is apprehended, will, if 
not suspended during the present troubles in these Colo- 
nies, be productive of pernicious consequences, which may 
be very prejudicial to the common interest of the United 
Colonies; therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Congress, and it 
is accordingly recommended, that the contending parties 
immediately cease all hostilities, and avoid every appear- 
ance of force, until the dispute can be legally decided ; 
that all property taken and detained be restored to the 
original owners ; that no interruption be given by either 
party to the free passing and repassing of persons beha- 
ving themselves peaceably through said disputed territo- 
ry, as well by land as water, without molestation of either 
persons or property ; that all persons seized and detained 
on account of said dispute, on either side, be dismissed and 
permitted to go to their respective homes ; and that things 
being put in the situation they were before the late un- 
happy contest, they continue to behave themselves peace- 
ably on their respective possessions and improvements, 
until a legal decision can be had on said dispute, or this 
Congress shall take further order thereon : and nothing 
herein done shall be construed in prejudice of the claims 
of either party. 

The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, December 21, 1775. 
Ordered, That an authentick copy of the Resolution 
passed yesterday, relative to the disputes between the peo- 
ple of Connecticut and Pennsylvania, be transmitted to the 
contending parties. 

The Convention of Maryland having added two new 
members to their Delegates ; one of them attending, pro- 
duced the Credentials of their appointment, which were 
read, as follows: 

" Annapous, Maryland. 
"In Provincial Convention, December 9, 1775. 

"Resolved, That Robert Alexander and John Rogers, 
Esqs., together with those already appointed, be Deputies 
to represent this Province in the Continental Congress ; 
and that the said Deputies, or any three or more of them, 
have full and ample power to consent and agree to all 
measures which such Congress shall deem necessary and 
effectual to obtain a redress of American grievances, and 
be authorized to represent and act for this Province in any 
Continental Congress which may be held before the 25th 
day of March nexU 

" Extract from the Minutes : 

" G. Duvall, Clerk." 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Committee on the application for offices, &c, and the 
sairie being debated, 

Resolved, That forty iron Pots be provided for the Sol- 
diers, while in the Barracks n ear Philad elphia. 

Resolved, That the Commissioned Officers of each Com- 
pany be allowed, every week, a quarter of a cord of Hick- 
ory, or other Wood in proportion. 

Resolved, That there be provided for the Battalion 
raised in Pennsylvania one hundred Haversacks, a Camp 
Kettle for every six men, a Tomahawk, Canteen, Car- 
touch-Box, Knapsack, and two Belts for each man. 

Resolved, That a Coat of Uniform be provided for each 
Soldier, and that what the Coat cost more than the Hunt- 
ing-Shirt, which was to have been given them, be deduct- 
ed from their wages. __J~ ____!!_ 

Resolved, That the said Battalion be paid one month's 
pay as soon as may be; that afterwards they receive month- 
ly half a month's pay only, until so much is retained as 
will amount to the money advanced for their Fire- Arms, 
Clothing, &c. ; after which they shall receive their full 
pay monthly. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Committee 
of Safety of Pennsylvania to provide Arms for the three 
Companies which are ordered to march i_and also^to pro- 
vide the articles ordered above for the use of the said 
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Battalion, and likewise to furnish the said Battalion with 
Drums, Colours, and Fifes. 

Dr. James Holmes was chosen Surgeon to Colonel Max- 
well's Regiment. 

Matthias Halsted was elected Quartermaster to Lord 
Stirling's Regiment. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the qualifications 
of Officers, &tc, be directed to procure proper Medicine- 
Chejts for the Battalions raised in Pennsylvania and New- 
Jersey. 

The Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, to take into consideration that part of the Re- 
port of the Committee of Conference relative to an attack 
on Boston; and after some time spent thereon, the Presi- 
dent resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the 
Committee had taken into consideration the matter referred 
to them, but not having come to any resolution, desired 
leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That the Congress will to-morrow morning, 
unless publick despatches prevent, resolve itself into a 
Committee of ihe Whole, to take into their further consi- 
deration theTteport of the Committee orConference rela- 
tive to the attack on Boston. 

Resolved, That Mr. McKean, Mr. Lee, and Mr. S. 
Adams, the Committee appointed to confer with Maj. Pres- 
ton, be a Committee to consider what allowance should be 
made to the Officers who are prisoners, for their support. 

Resolved, That Mons. Regonville, a Canadian prisoner 
at Trenton, be permitted to come to Philadelphia, and 
there wait the orders of Congress. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, December 22, 1775. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, of December 14, 1775 ; 
a Letter from Lord Stirling, dated Trenton, December 14; 
also a Letter from Capt. Livingston, being received, were 
read. 

The Committee appointed to fit out Armed Vessels laid 
before Congress a list of the Officers by them appointed, 
agreeable to the Resolution of Congress, viz : 

Eztk Hopkins, Esq., Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet. 

Captains: Dudley Saltonstall, of the Alfred; Abraham 
Whipple, of the Columbus ; Nicholas Biddle, of the An- 
drew Doria ; John Burrows Hopkins, of the Cabot. 

First Lieutenants : John Paul Jones, Rhodes Arnold, 
Stansbury, Hoysted Hacker, Jonathan Pitcher. 

Second Lieutenants : Benjamin Seabury, Joseph 01- 
ney, Elisha Warner, Thomas Weaver, — McDougall. 

Third Lieutenants: John Fanning, Ezekiel Burroughs, 
Daniel Vaughan. 

Resolved, That the pay of the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Fleet be one hundred and twenty-five Dollars per cal- 
endar month. 

Resolved, That Commissions be granted to the above 
Officers, agreeable to their rank in the above appointment. 

Resolved, That the Committee for fitting out Armed 
Vessels issue Warrants to all Officers employed in the 
Fleet under the rank of Third Lieutenants, 

Resolved, That the Committee for fitting out Armed 
Vessels be directed (as a Secret Committee) to giveOTch 
Instructions to the Commander of the Fleet, touching the 
operations of the Ships under his command, as sha|l_ap- 
peax t o the said Com mittee most conducive to the defence 
of the United Colonies, and to the distress of the enemy's 
naval forces and vessels bringing supplies to their fleets 
and armies, and lay such Instructions before the Congress 
when c aM ed_for . 

Resolved, That the said Committee be directed to con- 
sider how the shares of the Prizes allotted to the captors 
ought to be divided between the officers and men, and re- 
port to Congress. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to 
confer with the Indians lately arrived, and report to Con- 
gress. 

The members chosen: Mr. Wythe, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 
S. Ada ms. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress Te- 



solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 
their further consideration the Report of the Committee of 
Conference relative to an attack on Boston; and after 
debate, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ward 
reported, that the Committee had taken into their further 
consideration the matter referred to them, and had come 
to a resolution thereon, which he was ready to report. 
The Report of the Committee being read, the same was 
agreed to, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That if General Washington and his Council 
of War should be of opinion that a successful attack may 
be made on the Troops in Boston, he do it in any man- 
ner he may think expedient, notwithstanding the Town 
and property in it may thereby be destroyed. 

Resolved, That the Quartermaster-General have the 
rank of a Colonel in the Army of the United Colonies. 

The Committee of Claims reported that (here is due 
to Benjamin Harrison, Esq., for his expenses to Mary- 
land, the sum of 72.4 Dollars. 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

Ordered, That the Papers found with J. Connolly, and 
the examination of said Connolly, and the others taken 
with him, be printed. 

Resolved, That Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Hooper, Dr. Frank- 
lin, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Deane, be a Committee to examine 
the Journals, and lay before Congress a list of the matters 
therein that are unfinished, and which are proper to be 
acted upon. 

The Orders of the Day being renewed, 
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, December 23, 1775. 

A Letter from Lord Stirling, of the 19th of December, 
being received, was read. 

A Petition from Seth Paddock, Master of the Sloop 
Mayjlower, and Sylvanus Coffin, Master of the Schooner 
Dolly, of the Island of Nantucket , being laid before Con- 
gress, was read. 

Resolved, That the said Petition Tje referred to a Com- 
mittee of three, and that it be an instruction to said Com- 
mittee to inquire what quantity of Provisions and Fuel is 
necessary for the annual internal consumption of the in- 
habitants of said Island of Nantucket, and what quantity 
has been exported to said Island from the different Ports 
of the United Colonies, during the present month of De- 
cember. 

The members chosen : Mr. McKean, Mr. Harrison, and 
Mr. Sherman. 

Mr. Langdon, one of the Committee appointed to re- 
pair to Ticonderoga, and confer with General Schuyler, 
being returned, laid before Congress a report of thejr pro- 
ceedings, which was read. 

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due 
to Ephraim Blaine, for expenses incurred by the Treaty 
with the Western Indians, and paid by him, the sum of 
£533 19s. ,4id. ; and that there Is due to Ephraim Steel, 
for sundries furnished two Rifle Companies, the sum of 
£14 8s., which ought to be paid to the said Blaine; and 
also 4s. 8d., due to John McKee, of which two last sums 
there ought to be charged to the Continent the sum of 
£5, ($13.3,) for the two hundretLweight of Lead, and 
the remainder to the Companies, respectively — the whole 
being equal to 1,462.9 Dollars, 

Ordered, That the above be paid. 

The Committee to whom the application from the 
Convention of ' the : Colony of New- York, for the Joan of 
£45,000, was referred, brought in their Report ; which 
being read, was agreed to, as follows : 

That notwithstanding it appears to this Committee that 
the credit of the Colony of New- York is unquestionable, 
and their application for the loan of £45,000 was suggest- 
ed by disinterested principles, yet that it would not be 
advisable, in the opinion of this Committee, for the Con- 
gress to make the Joan proposed. 

The Committee appointed to confer with the Indians 
made report of their proceedings, which was read. 

Whereas the Colony of Connecticut has, by a certain 
Act of their Assembly, resolved that no further settlements 
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be made on the Lands disputed between them and Penn- 
sylvania, without license from the said Assembly: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Colony of 
Connecticut not to introduce any Settlers on the said Lands 
till the further order of this Congress, until the said dis- 
pute shall be settled. 

The Committee on the state of the Treasury brought in 
a Report ; which being read, and in part debated, 

Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

The Committee appointed to consider what articles are 
necessary for the Army brought in their Report, which 
was read. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of 
Peter Berton brought in their Report ; which being read, 
was agreed to, as follows : 

That they have taken the Petition into consideration, 
and, after mature deliberation had thereon, they are of 
opinion that it is not advisable or proper for the Congress 
to grant the prayer of the said Petition. 

Ordered, That the Delegates of Pennsylvania call on 
the Treasurers, and inquire of them what sum of hard 
money they have collected, and report thereon to Congress. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to confer with 
the Indians conclude their Conference with them by re- 
turning them a friendly answer and making them a small 
present. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Journal, Sic, 
laid before Congress a list of the several matters therein,* 
which are yet unfinished. 

Ordered, That the several Committees to whom any 
matters are referred, conclude their business with all con- 
venient despatch, and report to Congress". 

Ordered, That the second paragraph in General Schuy- 
ler's Letter of the 14th December, relative to the measures 
taken by the Ministerial Agents to engage the Indians in 
a war with these Colonies, be published. 

* The Committee appointed to examine the Journal, and state what 
businoss remains still before Congress unfinished, have agreed to the 
following Report : 

The Report of a Committee appointed to draw Instructions for a 
Committee during the recess of Congress is on the table. 

The Committee appointed to draw an answer to some Ministerial Pro. 
clamations have reported an answer to one of them only. 

Tho Committee appointed to draw Instructions to Colonel Irvine 
have not yet reported. 

Part of the Report of the Committee appointed to: take into their 
consideration the state of the Colony of Virginia is on the table. 

A Report of the Committee appointed to consider the information 
against persons refusing Continental currency is on the table, 

The Committee appointed to consider a Petition for supplying the 
Island of Grenada with Lumber have made no report. 

The Co mmi ttee of the Whole on tho Trade of the United Colonies 
have not closed their report. 

The Report of a Co mmittee, appointed November 23, to consider cer- 
tain Xetters from General Schuyler is on the table. 

The Committee appointed to consider the Petition of — Berton 
have laid in their report. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to confer with the Indians 
npw in this City is on the table. 

The Report of the Committee, appointed December 18, to consider 
certain other Letters from General Schuyler, is on the table, 

A Report from the Committee appointed to prepare a plan for es. 
tablisbjng Expresses is on the table. 

Part of a Roport from the Committee appointed to confer with Mr. 
Kirkland is still on the table. 

A Committee, appointed November 23, to inquire into certain frauds 
have not made a final report. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider Dome's Letters 
and the Indian Treaty is still on the tabic 

Two B ligadier.Gonerals remain to be appointed. 

An information against persons selling Tea is yet. to be considered. 

The Roport of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Middle 
Department is on the table. 

The Roport of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Southern 
Department is on the table. 

The Report oT the Committee on Lord Stirling's Letter is on the 
table. 

The Report of the Committee on the Vessel taken in New-Hampshire 
is on the table. 

The Report of the Committee appointed to repair to Ticonderoga, 
and confer with GeneraT Schuyler, is on the table. 

In addition to the above there is the following business unfinished: — 

Report of the proposed Articles of Confederation, reported before 
the last adjournment. 

Report of the Secret Committee of articles necessary for supplying 
the Army lies on the table. 

Committeo for devising Ways and Means for supplying the Indian 
Nations with Goods not yet reported. 

Committee for inquiring arftor virgin Lead and leaden ore, also after 
the cheapest method of making Salt, appointed before the adjourn- 
ment, not yet reported. 



The several matters to this day referred being post- 
poned, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Tuesday next. 

Tuesday, Deeember 26, 1775. 
Two Letters from General Washington, dated the 14th 
and 16th December, 1775, with an enclosed Letter from 
Dr. Morgan, a Letter from Governour Trumbull, dated 
20th December, with a Resolution of the Assembly of the 
Colony of Connecticut, also a Letter from sundry Masters 
of Vessels, dated Ouadaloupe, September 19, 1775, were 
laid before Congress, and read. 

The Deputy Mustermaster-General sent to Congress 
sundry Muster Rolls of the Pennsylvania Battalion, and 
others. 

Ordered, That the Deputy Mustermaster-General be 
directed to muster the Battalions raised in New-Jersey, and 
return the Rolls to Congress. 

Resolved, That Friday next be assigned for taking into 
consideration the propriety of opening the Ports of the 
United Colonies after the 1st day of March next. 
^Whereas an estimate hath lately been formed of the 
publick expense already arisen, and which may accrue in 
the defence of America, to the 10th day of June next, in 
pursuance whereof this Congress, on the 29th of November, 
resolved that a further sum of Three Millions of Dollars be 
emitted in Bills of Credit. 

Resolved, therefore, That the thirteen United Colonies 
be pledged for the redemption of the Bills of Credit so 
directed to be emitted. 

That eactL Colony provide ways and means to sink its 
proportion of the said bills, in such manner as may be 
most effectual, and best adapted to the condition, circam- 
stances, and equal mode of levying taxes in each Colony. 

That the proportion or quota of each respective Colony 
be determined according to the number of inhabitants, of 
all ages, including negroes and mulattoes in each Colony. 

That it be recommended to the several Assemblies, 
Conventions, or Councils, or Committees of Safety of the 
respective Colonies, to ascertain, by the most impartial and 
effectual means in their power, the number of inhabitants 
in each respective Colony, taking care that the lists be 
authenticated by the oaths of the several persons who shall 
be entrusted with this service ; and that the said Assem- 
blies, Conventions, Councils, or Committees of Safety, do 
respectively lay before this Congress a return of the num- 
ber of inhabitants of their respective Colonies, as soon as 
the same shall be procured. 

That each Colony pay its respective quota in four equal 
payments: the first to be made on or before the last day 
o{_Novembcr, 1783 ; the second, on or before the last day 
of November, 1784 ; the third, on or before the last day of 
November, 1785; and the fourth or last, on or before the 
last day of November, 1786; and that, for this end, the 
several Assemblies or Conventions provide for laying and 
levying taxes in their respective Colonies, towards sinking 
the Continental Bills; that the said bills be received by the 
Collectors in payment of such taxes, and be by the Col- 
lectors paid into the hands of the Provincial Treasurers, 
with all such other moneys as they may receive in lieu of 
the Continental Bills; which other moneys the Provincial 
Treasurers shall endeavour to get exchanged for Continen- 
tal Bills ; and where that cannot be _done, shall send to the 
Continental Treasurers the deficiency in silver and gold, 
with the bills making up the quota to be sunk in that 
year; taking care to cut, by a circular punch of an inch 
diameter, a hole in such bills, and to cross the same, there- 
by to render theniunpassable, though the sum or value is 
to remain fairly legible ; and the Continental Treasurers, as 
fast as they receive the said quotas, shall, with the assist- 
ance of a Committee of five persons, to be appointed by 
the Congress, if sitting, or by the Assembly or Convention 
of the Province of Pennsylvania, examine and count the 
Continental Bills, and, in the presence of the said Commit- 
tee, burn and destroy them ; and the silver and gold sent 
them to make up the deficiencies of quotas, they shall retain 
in their hands, until demanded in redemption of Continen- 
tal Bills, that may be brought to them for that purpose, 
which bills, so redeemer), they shall also burn and destroy 
in the presence of the said Committee ; and the Treasur- 
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ers, whenever they have silver or gold in their hands for 
the redemption of Continental Bills, shall advertise the 
same, signifying that they are ready to give gold or silver 
for such bills, to all persons requiring it in exchange. 

The Reports of the Committees on General Schuyler's 
Letters, and the Report of the Committee sent to Ticon- 
deroga, being read, 

Resolved, That the same be recommitted to Mr. Dick- 
inson, Mi-. McKean, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Jeffer- 
son, and Mr. Langdon. 

The Report of the Committee to whom was referred a 
paragraph of Lord Stirling's Letter to the Congress com- 
plaining that several of his recruits had been arrested and 
imprisoned for trifling debts being taken into consideration, 
was agreed to, as follows: 

The Committee have reason to believe that divers per- 
sons, either from inattention to the publick good, or with 
design to retard the recruiting service, have arrested and 
imprisoned, for very trifling debts, many soldiers who had 
engaged to risk their lives in defence of the rights and liber- 
ties of America; and as it has always been found necessary, 
in time of war, to regulate and restrain a practice of such 
pernicious tendency, and in such cases to abate the rigour 
of the law ; 

Resolved, therefore, That it be recommended to the 
several Legislatures in these Colonies, whether Assemblies 
or Conventions, to pass acts or ordinances prohibiting the 
arrests of Continental Soldiers for small debts ; and, in order 
that the same rule may pervade all the Colonies, that no 
such soldier be arrested at the suit of any of his creditors, 
unless the said creditor make oath, that the said soldier is 
justly indebted to him in the sum of thirty-five Dollars over 
and above all discounts ; and that the estate of no such 
soldier be liable to attachment at the suit of, or for the 
benefit of all his creditors, unless their debts in the whole, 
on being ascertained by their oaths, shall amount to more 
than one hundred and fifty Dollars. 

Resolved, That the several Letters received from Lord 
Stirling, be referred to a Committee of three, who are di- 
rected to report an answer. 

The members chosen : Mr. Adams, Mr. W. Livingston, 
and Mr. Jay. 

Resolved, That the Battalion raised in Pennsylvania 
be supplied with Gun-Brushes, Prickers, Double- Worms, 
Screw-drivers, and Oil ; and that it be recommended to the 
Committee of Safety of the said Colony to provide the 
same. 

Whereas this Congress, by a Resolution passed the 15th 
day of July last, did direct that every Vessel importing into 
these Colonies, Gunpowder, Saltpetre, Sulphur, and other 
Military Stores therein specified, within nine months from 
the date thereof, should be permitted to load and export 
the produce of these Colonies, to the value of such Pow- 
der and Stores aforesaid, the Non-Exportation Agreement 
notwithstanding, by permits from the Committees of the 
several Colonies: to the end, therefore, that this Congress 
may be the better informed of the quantity of Military 
Stores, which are or shall be so imported, and of the pro- 
duce exported in consequence of the Resolution aforesaid, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to all Committees 
by whom any permits, under the said Resolution, have 
been or may be granted, to transmit to this Congress, from 
time to time, a true account of the Military Stores, Sic, 
imported, and of the produce exported, with the price and 
value of both. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolution be published. 

The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions to 
Colonel Irvine brought in a draught, which, being^read, 
was agreed to. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Wednesday, December 27, 1775. 

A Letter from the Committee of Inspection of the Town 
of Lancaster, dated 21st of December, 1775, enclosing the 
Paroles of th e Offic ers there, being received, was read. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to 
confer with Captain Motte, and consult with him on the 
best method. of providing the guard under his command 
with Provisions, on their return home. 



The members chosen : Mr. Cushing, Mr. Deane, and 
Mr. Lynch. 

The Congress then took into consideration the Report 
of the Committee on the state of Virginia, and after de- 
bate, at the request of a Colony, the further consideration 
thereof, was postponed till to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to confer with Captain Motte 
brought in their Report, which being read, was agreed to, 
as follows : 

That they find some of said guard have upwards of two 
hundred and forty miles to march ; that they will be con- 
tent with eight Dollars each, and bear their own expenses 
to their respective homes, or to be supplied by a Commis- 
sary, or other ways, as the Congress shall judge best. 

It is therefore the opinion of the Committee, that the 
said guard receive a sum not exceeding eight Dollars each, 
in lieu of all other provision for their return. 

Resolved, That Captain Motte be empowered to pay to 
his guard for the purpose aforesaid, a sum not exceeding 
eight Dollars to any one, according to the respective dis- 
tances they have to go, and that he return to the Commit- 
tee of Claims a list of his men, and an account of the pay- 
ments to them made. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Thursday, December 28, 1775. 

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to 
Sacheveral Wood, the sum of 91.9 Dollars, for the support 
of seventeen men to the 21st December, who are confined 
in the Jail of Philadelphia, by order of Congress. 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers in 
favour of G. Wythe, Esq., one of the Committee appoint- 
ed to confer with the Indians, for the sum of 13 1-3 Dol- 
lars, as a present to said Indians. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
for the sum of 8,000 Dollars, in favour of the Committee of 
Safety of Pennsylvania, for the use of ihe_ Battalion raised 
in said Colony, the said Committee to be accountable. 

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report 
of the Committee on the state of Virginia ; and after de- 
bate came to the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That six Battalions are necessary to be imme- 
diately raised in Virginia, and that they be raised accord- 
ingly, upon the same terms, and paid as the Continental 
Forces in the Camp at Cambridge, unless the Convention 
of that Colony can raise them on better terms. 

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the 
Secret Committee, and, after debate, the further considera- 
tion thereof was postponed till to-morrow. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to 
take into consideration the slate oX New-York, and report 
thereon to Congress. 

The members chosen : Mr. Lynch, Mr. Deane, Mr. 
Wythe, Mr. W. Livingston, and Mr. Jay. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Captain Pad- 
dock and Captain Coffin was referred, brought in their Re- 
port, which was read. .__-. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Friday, December 2D, .1775. 

A Petition of Captain Sellick being laid before Con- 
gress and read, 

Resolved, That the said Petition, with the Papers ac- 
companying it, be referred to a C omm ittee of three. 

The members chosen: Mr. Smith, Mr. Floyd, and Mr. 
F, Lee. 

A Petition from a number of the Inhabitants of Penn- 
sylvania being read, 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Information being given to Congress of a quantity of 
Arms and Ammunition, which .may be procured, 

Resolved, That a Committee of threejje .appointed to 
inquire further into this matter. 

The members choserr; Mr. McKean, Mr. Jay, and Mr. 



Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress re- 
solved itseLf into a Cortimittee of the Whole, to take into 
consideration the Trade of \h^L T nited Colonies, and after 
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some time spent therein, the President resumed the chair, 
and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had taken into 
consideration the matter to them referred, and had come 
to certain Resolutions, which he was ready to report. 

The Report of the Committee being read, the Congress 
took the same into consideration ; and thereupon came 
to the following Resolution : 

Resolved, That the Colonies of Virginia, Maryland, 
and North- Carolina, be permitted to export produce from 
their respective Colonies, to any part of the world, except 
Great Britain, Ireland, the Islands of Jersey, Guernsey, 
Sark, Alderney, and Man, and the British West-India Is- 
lands, and in return to import so much Salt from any part 
of the world, not prohibited by the Association, as the 
Conventions or Councils of Safety of the two fornv.r Colo- 
nies, and the Provinci al C ouncil of the other shall judge 
necessary, lor The use of the inhabitants thereof, now suf- 
fering great distress by the scarcity of that necessary arti- 
cle, proper caution being taken to prevent any abuse of 
this indulgence, by exceeding in the quantities exported 
or imported, and that no Provisions, Staves, or Naval 
Stores be exported, if other commodities may answer the 
purpose. 

Resolved, That as the importation of any universally 
necessary commodity, and the exportation of our produce 
to purchase the same, must give a proportionably greater 
opportunity to our enemies of making depredations on the 
property of the inhabitants of these Colonies, and of occa- 
sionally distressing them by intercepting such commodities, 
it is earnestly recommended to the several Assemblies or 
Conventions immediately to promote, by sufficient publick 
encouragements, the making Salt in their respective Colo- 
nies. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolution be immediately 
published. 

The Committee on Indian Trade brought in their Re- 
port. 

The Committee on Lord Stirling's Letters also brought 
in their Report. 

A Letter from the Committee of Correspondence in 
Virginia, dated the 16th December, was laid before Con- 
gress, and read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

The Order of the Day being renewed, and the several 
other matters to this day referred being further postponed, 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow. 

Saturday, December 30, 1775. 

Two Letters from General Washington, of the 19th and 
2lst December, enclosing a copy of a Letter to General 
Howe, and accompanied with a number of intercepted Let- 
ter , being received and read, 

Resolved, That the Letters from the General, and the 
intercepted Letters, be referred to a Committee of five. 

The members chosen : Mr. Lynch, Mr. Hooper, Mr. 
Wythe, Mr. Deane, and Mr. S. Adams. 

A Letter from General Schuyler, of the 21st December. 
being received, was read. 

Another Letter from General Washington, dated 14th 
December, being delivered by two strangers, [Penet and 
De Pleia£ne,]was lajd before Congress and read. 

Resolved, That the same be committed to the Secret 
Committee, who are directed to confer with the bearers, 
and to pursue such measures as they may think proper for 
the interest of the TJnitecT Colonies. 

Resolved, That Major Preston have leave to go to Am- 
boy, to visit his uncle who lives there, and to remain in that 
place one week, and then return to Philadelphia, and wait 
the orders of Congress. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the grounds of 
the information respecting a quantity of Arms and Ammu- 
nition being to be procured report, that they have examined 
into the same, and have received intelligence that a quan- 
tity of Arms and Amrrranitkin, and other articles, are con- 
cealed in Tryon County, in which, also, there are several 
Tories, armed and en liste d in the enemy's service ; where- 
upon, ~~' i ""' '"'" - A ~~' : ''"'"' ' 

Resolved, That the said Committee be directed to com- 
municate the said intelligence to General Schuyler, and, in 



the name of the Congress, desire him to take the most 
speedy and effectual measures for securing the said Arms 
and Military Stores, and for disarming the said Tories, and 
apprehending their chiefs. 

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, 
in favour of the said Committee, for the sum of forty Dol- 
lars, for expediting the business to them committed.' 

Ordered, That the Delegates of Pennsylvania do imme- 
diately count the Silver and Gold in the Treasury, and 
forward the same with all convenient speed, under a guard 
of five men, to General Schuyler; and that the persons to 
be^ sent by the above Committee accompany said guard. 

Resolved, That the Treasurers be empowered to employ 
a Broker to collect Gold and Silver, in exchange for Con- 
tinental Bills of Credit. 

Resolved, That the contents of the intercepted Letters 
this day read, and the steps which Congress may take in 
consequence of the intelligence thereby given, be kept 
secret until further orders, excepting only that the Dele- 
gates of Virginia and South- Carolina have leave to send 
to their Conventions extracts of such parts of the said Let- 
ters as they may think necessary for the welfare of their 
Colonies. 

The Committee on Captain Sel/ick's Petition brought 
in their Report, which was read. 

The Committee on the Petition of several Merchants 
in Philadelphia also brought in their Report, which was 
read. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday next. 

Monday, December 18, 1775. 
The Delegates for the Colony of Connecticut have 
received the following information, which they pray may 
be inquired into, viz: 

That certain persons having formed an association for 
the purpose of seizing on, and removing by force of arms, 
the people settled on the River Susquehannah, under the 
government and protection of the Colony of Connecticut, 
have, in pursuance of such design, raised a large sum of 
money, and with the same employed agents to enlist men. 

That they have also collected a great number of blankets, 
shoes, firelocks, with a quantity of powder and ball, and 
other military stores, in this city, and conveyed the same 
to their agents in this country, who have therewith clothed 
and armed the men they have raised for said hostile pur- 
pose. 

That to induce men to engage they have, by the agents 
been pTomised the plunder of the inhabitants they should 
in this manner seize on and remove, over and above the 
exorbitant wages given them. 

That by artful and wicked means the late resolution 
of Congress, respecting said inhabitants, which the hon- 
ourable President sent forward for the purpose of prevent- 
ing hostilities, has been represented as a forgery and a libel, 
propagated among the people who were solicited to join 
in these hostilities, fictitiously signed John Hancock, Presi- 
dent ; the purport of which was that this Congress had 
ordered the removal of said inhabitants. 

That the agents of said association had proceeded to 
seize on large quantities of goods and stores belonging to 
some of the said inhabitants of Connecticut and others, 
which were going up the River Susquehannah, to supply 
the said settlers in part; but that much the greater part 
of said goods were designed for the Indians of said Sis 
Nations, at the head of said river." 

That the detention of said goods, the total interruption 
of all supplies to the Indians, and the hostile preparations 
making, have given the Indians the most alarming appre- 
hensions. ; : : 

That the different parties engaged in this hostile inva- 
sion began their march on Monday Hast, to their place of 
rendezvous, giving out as they went that they should be 
fifteen hundred strong when collected. 

That all passes leading to and from said settlement are 
seized on and guarded by said parties. 

That the distressed settlers have put themselves into the 
best posture of defence in their power, having no other 
alternative but to submit to plunder and ruin, with their 
families, or defend them to the last extremity. 

To support the truth of the above information, credible 
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persons are ready to be examined, and many depositions 
are taken and ready to be produced. 

During this inquiry, which the Delegates desire may 
be entered upon immediately, and pursued until the whole 
scheme be detected, and the extensive mischief meditated 
prevented, they move that some one or more persons be 
instantly sent by the Congress with order to stop all hos- 
tilities above complained of; to restore to the people on 
either side of this unhappy dispute their property that may 
be taken from them ; to set at liberty all who may on either 
side have been made prisoners ; to direct that commerce 
be open on the Susquehannah with said settlers and the 
Indians, and to give orders that ali hostilities between the 
parties cease, and that every one continue peaceably to enjoy 
and occupy the lands he was in possession and improve- 
ment of before the late disturbances between them. 

STEPHEN PARIST AND MOSES THILLAm's EVIDENCE. 

Stephen Parist and Moses Thillam, of Westmoreland, in 
the County of Litchfield, and Colony of Connecticut, of lawful 
age, testify and say, that in the evening next following the fifth 
day of December instant, at Latmawack District, in Westmore- 
land, they were informed that a number, consisting of about for- 
ty armed men, were coming to take and carry away the New- 
England people there, with the deponents at Lacaina, who 
were there settled under the New-England people's claim; and 
about the middle of the night the company of armed men came 
in to Lacawa, and said they had orders, signed by the Govern- 
our of Pennsylvania, to take them off the land and carry them 
to Easton jail ; then took and carried away ten of the inhabi- 
tants, and said that Wyoming was all taken before that time, 
for there was seven hundred of these men gone over; and they 
believed that they did break open sundry chests and carried 
away sundry papers of consequence. And further the depo- 
nents saith not. „ ,, 

Stephen Parist, 

Westmoreland, December 10, 1775. MoSES Thillam. 

Westmoreland, Litchfield County, ) 

December 10, 1775. \ 

Then personally appeared the above named Stephen Parist and 

Moses Thillam, and made solemn oath to the truth of the above written 

deposition. Before me : AT „ T ,. , ,, „ 

' .Nathan Denison, Justice of the Peace. 

Deposition of Elisha Richards. 

Elisha Richards, of Westmoreland, in the County of Litch- 
field, and Colony of Connecticut, of lawful age, testifies and 
says, that on Tuesday, the fifth day of December instant, this 
deponent set out from Wells's Ferry, on Delaware River, and 
went the road to Lieutenant John Shaw, at Shahola, on his 
way to Wyoming, when he was stopped nigh by the said 
Shaw's house, by one Fuller, who was said to be Sheriff of 
Northampton County, in the Province of Pennsylvania, and 
hat the Said Fuller came up to him and gave this deponent a 
slap on the back, and told him he was his prisoner; and this 
deponent demanded the sight or hearing of his precept or order 
for so doing, when he replied, he would show him by and by, 
and would use him well; and then the said Fuller commanded 
two persons of them that were with him to keep this deponent for 
the present; and after this about one hour and a half, one Capt. 
Alexander Patterson, with about fifty men of the number that 
was with the Sheriff] mustered at the said John Shaw's door, 
and directly marched off towards Lackawack, and I heard 
some of them often say they were going to assist the Sheriff to 
take the New-England people settled at Lackawack. As they 
were going off Esquire John Van Campen, of said party, and 
the said Sheriff, asked the said John Shaw if he would not give 
bail for this deponent; when the said Shaw said he would give 
bail that this deponent should appear at Lackawack Settle- 
ment before the Sheriff the next morning, and accordingly 
acknowledged himself bound in a bond of twenty pounds, before 
the said John Van Campen, Esq. ; and the said John Van 
Campen said that the Congress had passed acts against the 
New-England people settled at Wyoming, and that they were 
very mad at them, and that they had turned the Connecticut 
Delegates out of the Congress on that account, and that five 
hundred of their men was gone to Wyoming to take them off, 
and he supposed they had done it. And then the said Van 
Campen and Fuller went on toward Lackawack, after the other 
company, and the next day this deponent set out from said 
Shaw's towards Lackawack Settlement, and on the way he met 
some of the party that set off the evening before from Shaw's, 
with a number of prisoners, inhabitants of Lackawack ; and 
when I got to Lackawack, at the house of John Ansley I found 
the said Van Campen and Fuller, with the rest of the party; 
when I asked Van Campen and Fuller what further they had 
to do with me, when the said Van Campen said he was willing 
I should pass on to Wyoming, jf the Sheriff was willing; when 
the Sheriff said he was willing, if I would pay the cost. When 



I asked what cost, he said the cost of serving a writ on me last 
night; when I told him he had shown me no precept last night, 
nor to day; then he made an attempt to pull something out of 
his pocket, and then drew back his fist as though he was going 
to strike me with it, and said Christ Jesus, God, and proceeded 
no further, but turned and said no more to this deponent ; but 
sundry of the women belonging to Lackaioack Settlement told 
this deponent that the party had taken nine of the inhabitants 
prisoners, and carried them off, and said they were going to 
carry them to Easton jail. And further saith not this depo- 
nent. 

Dated at Westmoreland, 9th day of December, 1775. 

Elisha Richards. 
Litchfield County, ss., Westmoreland, ) 
Colony of Connecticut, December 9, 1775. \ 

Personally appeared the above named Elisha Richards, signer to tha 
above deposition, and made solemn oath to the truth of the above and 
foregoing deposition, before me, 

Zebuxon Butler, Justice of the Peace. 

DEPOSITION OF HENRY BUSH AND ASHBEL ROBERTSON. 

Henry Bush and Ashbel Robertson, both of Westmoreland, 
of lawful age, testify and say, that they went from the Town of 
Westmoreland on Monday last, and on Wednesday last they 
were at Mr. P Tinker's Mills, at Lower Smithfield, in the Pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania, and that they there saw one Joseph 
Saoage, who told them that the Town of Westmoreland at 
Wyoming was all cut off and burnt, when we replied that 
we came from there on Monday last, and said it was not then 
done; when the said Savage replied again, that certainly it 
was done by this time, if it was not done then, for he certainly 
knew that the people from that Province were gone up to do 
that, in great numbers, every road; and, further, we were at 
Japack Hitler's, at the Windgap, the same day, and he, the 
said Hiller, told us that the people from their Province were 
gone up to Wyoming, to cut off the New-England people, and 
that there were great numbers gone up; and that about three 
hundred people had gone from the Jerseys to Shamokin last 
week, to join their Province people to cut off the New-England 
people, and that he believed their Towns were all in ashes 
by that time; and that the said three hundred people from the 
Jerseys passed through the County of Northampton, as they 
went to Shamokin ; and, further, that on our way home from 
said Hitler's we met Shureman Fraud, of Upper Smithfield, 
who told us that Henry Fuller, Sheriff and Garret Broadhead, 
Esqrs., and Captain Ellick Patterson had pressed sixty men in 
the Town of Upper Smithfield, and did press his two sons, anil 
they did go with him, and that sixty others who they pressed 
did go with them, and they were gone to cut off the Lackawack 
Settlement of the New-England people. And further saith not 
these deponents. 

Dated at said Westmoreland, this 9th day of Dec eviber, 1775. 

Henry Biish, 
Ashbel Robertson. 
Westmoreland, Litchfield County, } 
December 9, 1775.J 

Personally appeared Mr. Henry Bush and Ashbel Robertson, t!io 
signers of the above deposition, and made solemn oath that the same 
was true, according to the best of their knowledge. Before me, 

Silas Park, Justice of the Peace. 

Harmaitnis Brink's Deposition. 

Harma unis B rink, ofShippekunk, in the County of Sussex, in 
the Province of New- Jersey, of lawful age, testifies and says, 
that on the__6th. day of this instant, December, he was at the 
house o f Lieute n ant J o hn Shaw , at Shahola, at evening, where 
a number of men came in while he was at said Shaw's house, 
with prisoners from Lackawack, of the New-England people 
settled there ; and that he saw sundry of said party that he knew 
by name, viz: Ellick Patterson, JohnVan Campen, Esq., John 
Van Allen, Isaac Jennings, Ellick Ervings, Benajah Mouday, 
John.Sealy, William Smith, Joseph Smith, James Bacon, John 
Binker, James Lasson, Manuel Van Allen, Daniel Decker, Gasc- 
bert Vangorde, Jacob Decker, Elias Decker, Hans Williams, 
and Fuller, the Sheriff of Northampton County, in the Province 
of Pennsylvania, who went off from Shaw's vvith the said pri- 
soners down towards the settlement of Pennsylvania, while this 
deponent was at Shaw's house ; and that on Tuesday, the 5th day 
of this instant, this deponent remained at the house of Manuel 
Consolis, in Lower Smithfield, when he saw Charles Stewart, 
of the Jerseys, and one Garret Broadhead, Esq., of sajd Smith- 
field, have one Carver, one of the New-England people settled 
at Wyoming, prisoner, whom the said Stewart said he would 
carry to jail, for he was afraid he would carry news to the Lack- 
awack people of the party that was going against them; and this 
deponent proposed that it was a haidship to put a man to jail for 
that, and offered to take him along the road towards one Cole- 
foxe , s, which they consented to. And further saith not this 
deponent. 

Dated at Westmoreland, this 11th of December, A D. 1775, 

Harmaunis Brink, 
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Litchfield County, sst: Westmoreland, ^ 
December 12, 1775. \ 
Personally appeared >fr. Harmaunis Brink, signer to the foregoing 
deposition, and made solemn oath to the truth of the same, bofore me, 
Zebulon Butler, Justice of the Peace. 

Deposition of Daniel Ross. 

Daniel Ross, of Westmoreland, of lawful age, testifies and 
says, that some time about the 1st of November last, he came to 
the mouth of Fishing Creek, on the East Branch of the Svsque- 
hannah River, as he was on his way from Fort Pill to the set- 
tlement of the New-England people at Wyoming, when one 
Captain Dolson, and one Fields, and one Aspy, who were set- 
tled near the mouth of said Fishing Creek, told me and one 
Abijah Harrington, who was my fellow-traveller, that they 
were going to raise a party of men in Pennsylvania, to take 
all the New-England people off at Wyoming, and that he, the 
said Dolson, had orders to enlist men, and that they should have 
three pounds a month for their pay, and all found as to board, 
and liquors besides, and leggings, blankets and shoes; and that 
they further said that they might come up to Wyoming, and 
take off any horses, cattle, or any other thing from the New- 
England' people, and they would be justified in so doing by 
the authority of Pennsylvania ; and then this deponent and the 
above named Harrington enlisted under the said Captain Dol- 
son, as soldiers, to join with others to take the New- England 
people offfrom Wyoming, and signed his enlisting orders, which 
were signed by Dr. Plunket, Captain Hunter, Esquire Troy, 
and Dr. Ellison; and that, some days after, I heard that Mr. 
Avery, of Wyoming, had come from the Congress, by the way 
of Shamokin, and that he reported that the Congress had settled a 
line between the two parties, and that the New-England people 
were to hold down as far as within four miles of the Point on the 
East Br anch ; that the Pennsylvania people were to hold the 
West Branch; and that the title was settled. And some days 
after I was at Shamokin, and there heard from sundry persons 
that the stories that said Avery told were false, and that they 
had letters from the Congress, and that they had done nothing 
about it then, any way; and soon after Mr. Charles Stewart 
came to Sunbury, and brought news from Philadelphia that 
the Congress had given orders to drive off the New -England 
people, and that he had brought printed papers, with Mr. Han- 
cock s name to them, and others of the Congress, as the said 
Stewart said that the said deponent often heard read at Sunbury 
and other places there; and that it was giving the Pennsylva- 
nia people liberty to drive off the New-England people from 
Wyoming, and that when they had got them off the Congress 
would dare keep them off, and that this was so understood by 
the whole body of the people, and so reported at Sunbury, the 
Point, and other places in that County; and that this deponent 
conversed sundry times with the said Charles Stewart, and that 
I drank several bowls of punch with him, and while 1 was in 
his company he told publickly that if any of the people then at 
Sunbury, ox in that County, would come up to Wyoming, and 
distress the people of Wyoming, by taking their horses or cat- 
tle, or any other thing, that he would justify them in so doing, 
and bear them out in it, and that they might have whatever 
they could get in that way for their own ; and that this depo- 
nent then came up to Wyoming, in company with Abijah Har- 
rington, Daniel Fields, Joseph Disbury, Joseph Smith, and 
Gaspy Reymy; and at Wyoming, near by where one Frazier 
lives, they got two colts ; and Reymy and Smith went back with 
them, and the other four of the company came up to Shawnee 
Flats, and there took two more of the New-England people's 
horses. Fields and Harrington went back with them, and 
then this deponent and Joseph Disbury came up to Kingston 
Flats, and staid there one day and two nights, and then took 
two horses ; the said Joseph Disbury catched one, and said it 
was his, and told me that I might take that along, and took one 
other horse, that he said belonged to one Smith, of the New- 
EnglancTsettlers, and then we returned, on the said horses, to 
Captain Dolson' s, where we found all the others of the party, 



and all the horses ; and the said Dolson kept three of the horses 
about two days; and while this deponent was gone away from 
Dolson' s, the abovesaid Smith took the three horses, as the said 
Dolson told me, and was gone to the Jerseys, to Pointing's Kill, 
and was to sell the horses if he could, and then bring back the 
money, when he came into Wyoming, with the party that 
should come from there; and if he could not sell them, he was 
to put them out to pasture, on said Pawling' s Kill, to be kept 
through the winter; and soon after this Captain Dolson told 
this deponent, and Abijah Harrington, and one William Barr, 
that the authority at Shamokin had sent orders to have a party 
sent up to Wyoming, to see if the people were intrenching in 
order to defend themselves, or if they were making wooden 
cannon to defend with, and we set out for Wyoming, and was 
there taken by Captain Ransom, one of the constables of West- 
moreland. And further saith not this deponent. 
Dated Westmoreland, December 1 1, 1775. 

Daniel Ross. 
Abijah Harrington. 

Litchfield Cocnty, sst., Westmoreland, 
December 12, 1775. , 
Personally appeared Daniel Ross and Abijah Harrington, signers to 
the foregoing deposition, and made solemn oath to the truth of the 
same, before me, excepting Harrington was not with Ross and Disbury, 
in taking the two last horses. 

Zebulon Butler, Justice of the Peace. 

JOHN calkins's deposition. 

John Calkins, of Westmoreland, of lawful age, testifies and 
says, he has been often at CoshockJon^Delcvware River, among 
the people settled there, and that he has been acquainted with 
that settlement for fifteen years; that this deponent was well 
acquainted with many of the people there, and knew that they 
settled there on the New- England claim, and that they had, 
before the last Indian war, laid out three Townships, by order 
of the proprietors of the Delaware Company, in the Colony of 
Connecticut, and lotted out the said Towns ; but they had been 
often suppressed by the Indians, and had lost some men in the 
wars with them, viz : Moses Thomas, Huff, and one Skinner, 
all New-England men ; and all that are now living there, that 
I know of, are people that came from Connecticut. But I 
have this fall heard that some of them had taken warrants out, 
to secure to themselves the titles under Pennsylvania, of small 
pieces of their improvements, to enable them to trade off their 
board and lumber sent down Delaware River, the Pennsylva- 
»?1# people seizing all such stuff that docs come by the hand of 
a freeholder, as they informed this deponent And further saith 
not- ....... 

Dated Westmoreland, December 12, 1775. 

Jo hn Cal kin 

County of Litchfield, sst., Westmoreland, ) 
A. D., 1775. \ 

Personally appeared the above named John Calkin, signer to the above 
deposition, and made solemn oath to the truth of the same, before me, 
Zebulon Butler, Justice of the Peace. 

DANIEL SAINT JOHN'S DEPOSITION. 

Daniel Saint John, of Goshen, in the County of Orange, in 
the Province of New- York, of lawful age, testifies and says, that 
he had information from one that was a tory, that this Com- 
pany which is gathering to come upon the New-England peo- 
ple settled at Wyoming, had connection with all the tories, far 
and near ; and that their plan was to come here and take pos- 
session of the lands that the people here possess, and make 
themselves as strong as they could, and when the King's troops 
should invade and get possession of the sea-ports, that they were 
to fall, on the backs of the Con tinental tro ops. And fu rther saith 
not this deponent. 

Dated at Westmoreland, December 12, 1775. 

A true copv of a deposition taken before and authority here. 

Test: „ „ 

Zebulon Butler 
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Address to the King, against the Colonies — 

Hereford, City, 1370 

Hereford, Freeholders, fee, of County, - 1688 
Huntingdon, Borough, - 1631 

Inverary, Burgh, ----- 1689 
Inverness, Burgh, ----- 1370 
Irish Parliament, ----- 1001 
Irvine, Provost, Sic, of Burgh, - - 771 

Irvine, Ministers and Presbytery, - 1690 

Isle of Man, Bishop and Clergy, - - 1140 
Isle of Man, House of Keys, - - 1141 

Kincardine, Gentlemen, &tc, of County, - 1704 
Kingston-upon-Hull, Corporation, - - 729 
Kingston-upon-Hull, Inhabitants, - - 730 
Kingston-upon-Hull, Brotherhood of. Mas- 
ters and Pilots, .... 730 
Kinross, Freeholders, &c, of County, - 1338 
Kircudbright, Magistrates, Sic, of Burgh, - 783 
Kircudbright, Magistrates, &c, of Stewartry, 1621 

Kirkaldy, Burgh, 1325 

Lanark, Burgh, ----- 1563 
Lanark, Gentlemen, &tc., of County, - 1200 
Lancaster, Gentlemen, &tc, of County Pala- 
tine, 1677 

Lancaster, Town, - 643 

Leeds, Borough, ----- 1216 
Leeds, Gentlemen, &c, of Borough, - 1216 

Leicester, Borough, ... - 668 

Leith, Town, 1027 

Linlithgow, Borough, - 1349 

Linlithgow, County, ... - 1102 
Litchfield, Bailiffs and Citizens of City, - 1139 
Liverpool, City, ----- 686 
Liverpool, Gentlemen, &c, - - - 772 
Lochmaben, Town, - 1539 

London, Justices, &c, of the Liberty of the 

Tower, 1139 

London, Liverymen, - 1175 

London, Merchants, 81c, ... 1063 

Lymington, Borough, - - - - 1559 
Maidenhead, Corporation, ... 1548 
Manchester, Gentlemen, &c, - - 649 

Letters asserting the falsity of statements 

made in the above, - - - 648, 651 
Middlesex, Justices of Peace, Gentlemen, 

Stc, of County, - 1030 

Montrose, Town, - 775 

Nairn, Borough, 1369 

Nairn, Gentlemen, &c, of County, - 1380 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Merchants, &c, - 1519 
New-Windsor, Borough, ... 1668 

Northamptonshire Militia, Officers, - - 1 189 
Nottingham, Gentlemen, &c, - - 1113 

Orkney, Justices of Peace, &c, of County, 1547 

Oxford, City, 1371 

Oxford, University, - 1188 

Paisley, Town Council, ... ]381 

Peebles, Borough, - 1149 

Perth, Borough, 1326 

Perth, Inhabitants of Borough, - - 1348 

Perth, Noblemen, &c, of County, - - 1337 
Plymouth, Borough, - 1400 

Poole, Town and County, ... 744 
Renfrew, Burgh, ----- 1214 
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Borough, ----- 1540 

Stafford, County, - - - - 1112 

Stirling, Gentlemen, &ic, of County, - 1407 

Stirling, Town, ----- 843 
Southerland, Freeholders, &c, of County, 1632 
Taunton, Borough, - 803 

Taunton, Inhabitants of Borough, - - 803 
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Taunton, Inhabitants of Town, - - 803 

Warwick, Borough, - 824 

Westminster, Justices, - - - - 783 
Wigan, Gentlemen, &c, of Town, - - 1641 
Wilts, Gentlemen, &,c, of several Towns in 

County, - 1029 
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Worcester, City, - - - - -1111 
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Yarmouth, Great, Borough, - - - 802 
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Randolph and George Baylor appointed, 251 
Robert H. Harrison, ... - 1405 
Allen, Colonel Ethan, Letter to Governour Trum- 
bull, 17 

To General Montgomery ; intends to assist 

in conquering St. John's, ... 754 
Permitted to join the Army, on solemnly 

promising to demean himself properly, - 951 
Taken prisoner, - - 798, S00, 845, 953, 973 
His own account of the same, (Note,) - 799 
Letter to General Prescott, ... 801 
In irons, on board the Gaspee, - - 1185 

Gen. Montgomery threatens retaliation, 1134, '38 
Continental Congress direct General Wash- 
ington to apply for his exchange, - 1940 
Sent to England in irons, ... 1694 
Arms, Maryland on manufacturing, 130, 448-'50, 1116 
Connecticut Assembly, - - - - 1019 

Massachusetts House of Representatives, - 1496 
Proceedings of New- York Congress on pro- 
curing, .... 524, 640, 898 

Letter to General Schuyler relative to the 
same, ------ 525 

New-Jersey Congress request of Conti- 
nental Congress money to aid them in 
obtaining, ------ 1051 

Scarcity of, in Virginia, - - - - 1067 

Contract for the importation of, read in New- 
York Congress, ... - 559 
Pennsylvania Committee direct to be im- 
ported from the West-Indies, - - 497 
Continental Congress recommend exporta- 
tion of Provisions for the purpose of pro- 
curing, 1901 

Proceedings on the above recommendation 

in New- York Congress, ... 1315 
In Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, - 1830' 
Concealed in Tryon County, Gen. Schuyler 
ordered to seize, .... 1963 
Armstrong, Colonel John, recommended to notice 
of Continental Congress, by Gen. Wash- 
ington, 244 

Army, British, to be augmented to twenty thousand, 6 
Sufferings of, in Boston, - - 553, 685 

Practicability of making prisoners of, sug- 
gested, (See Boston.) 
Army, Continental, Committee appointed by Con- 
gress to confer with Gen. Washington on 
the most effectual means of continuing, 847 
Governours of Connecticut and Rhode- 
Island, and others, requested to attend 
the Conference, .... 848 

Governour Trumbull unable to attend, - 988 
Deputy Governour Griswold appointed, - 945 
Meshech Weare and Nathaniel Folsom dele- 
gated on the part of New-Hampshire, 1008 
Massachusetts House of Representatives 

prepare for reception of the Committee, 1464 
Proceedings of the Committee, - 1155-66 

Proceedings in Congress on Report of the 

Committee, - - - 1906, '10, '39 

Address from Officers to the Soldiers, - 1666 
Counter Address, - 1745 

To the Officers and Soldiers, - - - 1667 
General Orders, - 33, 247, 663, 768, 855, 963, 
1153, 1256, 1404, 1533, 1612, 1699, 1721 
General Return, 30, 253, 854, 1166, 1404, 1611 
Army, Standing, "Caractacus" on, - - - 220 
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Arnold, Colonel Benedict, Report of Committee of 
Massachusetts House of Representatives 
on his Accounts, ... - 313 

Appointed to command the expedition 

against Quebeck : Instructions, - - 765 
Instructions to Colonel Enos, from Fort 

Western, - - - - - 829 

To Colonel Farnsworth, requesting Provi- 
sions, Sic, to be forwarded immediately, 843 
To the same, urging despatch, - - 1067 

Expedition supposed by Ministerial Officers 

to be designed against Halifax, - 781, 1074 
Notice of the expedition, by Gen. Howe, 1680 
Letter from Colonel Reed, - 947 

Letter to Gen. Washington : Troops leave 

Fort Western, , 960 

Journal, as far as Dead River, - 1057-'63 

Riflemen refuse to be under the command 

of any other Field Officer than Arnold, 961 
General Washington's decision, - - 946 

To Colonel Enos, on forwarding Provisions, 

(See Enos,) 1070 

Plans of route furnished to General Wash- 
ington by Samuel Goodwin, - - 1084 
General Washington's acknowledgment of 

the same, ..... 1353 

Major Bigelow ordered to return to Colonel 

Enos's division for Provisions, - - 1085 
Men sent back for want of Provisions, 1174, 1175 
Letters from Chaudiere Pond, 1211, 1328, 1609 
Letters from Point Levi, - - 1633-'36 

Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in 

Quebeck, 1420 

Preparations for defence of Quebeck, - 1396 

Letters from Camp before Quebeck, - 1684 

State of Quebeck, 1723 

Letters from Point-aux-Trembles, 1695, 1720 
Association — 

Of Connecticut, 1027 

Of Fairfield, 142 

Rev. John Sayre's reasons for refusing to 

sign the same, - - - - - 143 
New- Jersey Congress order a list of Signers, 41 
Of New- York, and Signers and Non-Signers 

to the same, .... 581-620 
Of Pennsylvania, - 502, 1805 

Philadelphia Committee order a list of 

Signers, 622 

Bucks County the same, 20 

Of Maryland, 131 

Of Tryon County, Norlh-Carolina, - - 99 
Of his Majesty's loyal subjects in Boston, - 1247 
Association, Continental, Petition of John Bail- 
lie, a violator of, - - - - 120 
Same of Alexander Ogg, - - - 121 
Proceedings of Philadelphia Committee for 

carrying into execution, ... 731 
Proceedings on Violators of, by Waltham 

and other Committees, Massachusetts, - 937 
In Pownalborough, ... 151-156 

In Cumberland and other towns, - - 729 
In New-Hampshire Congress, - - 521 

In Providence County, Rhode-Island, - 662 

In New- York, 622 

In Philadelphia, 133 

In Accomack County, Virginia, - - 935 
In Norfolk, - - - - - - 431 

Construction of Fourth Article of, (relative 
to Non-Exportation,) by New- York Con- 
gress, ...... 529 

By North-Carolina Congress, - - - 191 
By Providence Town-Meeting, - - 661 
Protest against the same, ... 662 
By Maryland Convention, - - 118 
Violation of, permitted by Baltimore Com- 
mittee, 644 

Baker, Captain, Attack upon the Indians, contrary 

to orders ; killed, - - 469, 493, 494 

His head cut off and placed upon a pole, - 709 

Baldwin, Colonel Loammi, Letter to Col. Reed, 5 

To General Washington, 98 



Baptists, Address to Virginia Convention, - - 383 
Bill for redress of grievances of, ordered to 
be brought in, in Massachusetts House of 
Representatives, .... 1489 

Barge, belonging to the Asia, man-of-war, destruc- 
tion of, (See Vandeput,) 
Bartlett, Captain William, Agent at Beverly, to 

General Washington — Sloop captured, - 1353 
Answer, ...... 1368 

Sloop, containing Fish, Sic, taken, - - 1407 
Ordered to despatch Vessels immediately, to 

intercept Transports, ... 1420 

Schooner loaded with beef, &c, captured — 
Asks directions from Gen. Washington, 1421 

Answer, 1537 

To General Washington, ... 1547 

Battery, Removal of Cannon from, and firing from 

Asia, man-of-war, ... 259-261 
Report of Committee appointed to inquire 

into the same, ----- 555 
John Weatherbead denies having given in- 
formation to Captain Vandeput concern- 
ing the same, ----- 734 
Bayard, Colonel William, Letter to the New- York 
Congress, on his house being surrounded 
by armed men, - - - 242 

Read in Congress, and a Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the same, - 549 
Bayard, Samuel, Letter from New-York Congress, 

relative to the preservation of Records, - 580 
Answer, ... . 652, 882 

Bedel, Colonel Timothy, recommended by the New- 
Hampshire Committee of Safety to Gene- 
ral Schuyler, ----- 60 
Notice of, by General Montgomery, - - 177 
Sets out to join General Schuyler, - - 697 
Joins the Army, ----- 739 
Letter to the New-Hampshire Committee of 

Safety, from encampment near St. John's, 779 
Conduct of, at St. John's, - - - 980 
To New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, on 
surrender of St. John's, ... 1207 
Bedford, Gunning, Deputy Muster-Master General 
of the New- York Department, to Conti- 
nental Congress, ... . 460 

Report, 1329 

Bergh, Christian, Letter from P. De Witt to New 
York Committee of Safety, informing of 
his violent tory conduct, ... 457 
Letter from Dutchess County to Provincial 
Congress, recommending that means be 
taken for his discovery and apprehension, 466 
Proceedings of Kingston Committee, - 900 

Answer of Committee of Safety to Letter 

covering the above proceedings, - - 900 
Petition to Committee of Safety, praying to 

be discharged, - - - - - 907 
Petition, praying to be admitted to a hearing, 910 
Petition, praying either to be heard or granted 

the liberty of the Town, ... 1016 
Bermuda, General Washington proposes to obtain a 

supply of Powder from, - - 36,137 
The attempt determined on, - - - 631 
Letter of Washington to the inhabitants, ap- 
plying for the Powder, ... 654 
Captain Whipple sails on the proposed ex- 
pedition, 710 

Information received that a quantity of Pow- 
der had already been taken, and thereupon 
the expedition proposed to be relinquished, 718 
General Washington deems it advisable to 
relinquish the expedition, till further intel- 
ligence, 728 

Vessel sent to countermand Captain Whip- 
ple's orders, ----- 808 
Returns without seeing Captain Whipple, 842 
Return of Captain Whipple — Report, - 1181 
Resolutions of Continental Congress to sup- 
ply the inhabitants of, with Provisions, 1922 
Berrien, John, appointed Commissary for the Agents 

employed in fortifying the Highlands, - 571 
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Belhune, George, his person and papers ordered to 
be taken and brought before the New- 
York Committee of Safety, - 886 
Examination of his papers, - 888 
Dismissed on his parole, to appear again 

when called for, ... - 889 

Letter of Committee to the Delegates from 
Massachusetts-Bay, inquiring into his cha- 
racter, - ...-- 889 
Congress resolve that the evidence was not 
sufficient to authorize his seizure, - - 1288 
Bill* of Credit — 

Issued in New-Hampshire, - 515 

In Massachusetts, ----- 357 

New- York, 575 

New-Jersey, 1240 

Pennsylvania, - 1796 

Maryland, - - - - - -113 

North-Carolina, 197 

Committees requested to note all persons 
who refuse, ----- 138 

Any one refusing, declared an enemy to 
America, ------ 1799 

Bills of Credit, Continental — 

Three millions of Dollars emitted, - - 1936 

Form, 1942 

Explanation of Devices, - - - - 746 
Made a legal tender in Rhode-Island, - 232 
Resolution of Rhode-Island Assembly rela- 
tive to refusal of, ... - 234 
North-Carolina pledge to redeem their pro- 
portion, ----- 188 
Bland, Richard, requests that the truth of reports 
reflecting on his publick character may be 
inquired into, ----- 369 
Said reports declared, by the Convention, to 

be utterly false and groundless, - - 371 
Arthur Lee, directed to make inquiry for the 

author of said reports in England, - - 371 
Reappointed Delegate to Continental Con- 
gress, - 379 

Declines accepting it, on account of his age, 379 
Receives thanks of the Convention for his 
past services, ----- 380 

Boston, state of affairs in, - - - - 32, 74 

Petition to Massachusetts House of Repre- 
sentatives in behalf of the Poor of, - 276 
Proceedings relative to the removal of the 

Poor, - - 322, 1469, '75, '95, '98 

Probability of the removal of the Ministerial 

Army from, (See Neio- York City,) - 71 
Richard Henry Lee suggests to Gen. Wash- 
ington the practicability of getting posses- 
sion of, ------ 1 

General Washington's Reply, - - - 455 
Address to the People of Massachusetts, 

urging the same, ... - 676 

Continental Congress anxious for the same, 848 
Josiah Quincy to General Washington, - 1265 
Washington's Answer, - 1352 

Decision of Council of War, - - - 768 
Continental Congress authorize an attack on, 1958 
Bowen, Captain Ephraim, Plymouth, Instructions 



relative to fitting out Armed Vessels, 



1056 



Letter from Colonel Reed, urging despatch, 1083 

Letter to Colonel Reed, ... mo 

•Answer, 1125 

Letter from Colonel Reed, - 1250 
Applies for various articles for Martindale's 

Vessel, 1327,45 

Answer, 1406 

Captain Martindale nearly ready to sail, - 1569 
Bowers, Jerathmeel, published by Rehoboth Com- 
mittee as an enemy to America, - - 160 
Disowns the charge, and calls for proof, - 160 
Statement of Facts, by Joint Committee of 

Rehoboth and Swanzey, ... 161 
House of Representatives appoint a Com- 
mittee of Inquiry, - 354 
Report, - - - - - - 1436 

Broome, Captain, Letter to New- York Congress, 86 



Broughton, Captain Nicholson, Schooner Lynch, 

instructions for cruising, - - 633, 1046 

To General Washington, informing of cap- 
ture of a Ship, ----- 668 

To the same, on securing a suspected Vessel, 683 

Ordered to recruit his Crew to seventy men, 1037 

To beware of a Brig under convoy of a 

Man-of-War, 1109 

Sails for the St. Lawrence, - - - 1 134 

Letter to General Washington, from White- 
Head, - - - - - - 1337 

From the entrance of the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence, ------ 1379 

Brown, Major John, Letter to Governour Trumbull, 135 

To General Montgomery, - 1395, 1401 

Continental Congress has a just sense of his 
important services, - 1914 

Bunker's Hill, Battle of, certain Officers engaged 

in, merit applause, - ... 84 
Burke, Edmund, Letter to Arthur Lee, - - 255 

To the Merchants, &c, of Bristol, - 1010 

Butler, Zebulon, Letter to, from Connecticut Dele- 
gates in Continental Congress, - - 10 

To Ellis Hughes, - - - - 221, 259 
Campbell, Captain Duncan, proceedings on, in the 

Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, 1825, 1830 
Campbell, Lord William, Governour of South- 
Carolina, to General Gage, informing of 
his having taken refuge on board the 
Tamar, 745 

Requested by Charlestown Committee to 
return from oh board the Tamar, and his 

Reply, 846 

Canada — 

Friendly to the Colonies, - - 12, 13, 26, 

136, 144, 211, 433, 469, 740, 742, 962, 1342 

Importance of, to the Colonies, - 1138, '97 

Invasion of, by the way of St. John's, (See 
Schuyler.) 

Invasion of, by way of Kennebeck River, 
proposed by General Washington to Gene- 
ral Schuyler, 214 

General Schuyler highly approves of the 

plan, 214 

General Washington informs Governour 
Trumbull of the same, ... 632 

A full account, together with Route, Ad- 
dress to the Inhabitants, &tc, communi- 
cated to Congress, ... 761-67 

Vessels ordered to be taken for the purpose, 634 

Letter from Jedediah Huntington to Gov- 
ernour Trumbull, mentioning the names 
of several of the officers to be engaged in 
the expedition, ----- 655 

Seven hundred Pounds advanced by Mr. 

Tracy, 778 

(See Arnold.) 

Declaration of General Schuyler to the In- 
habitants of, - - - - - 671 

Letter from Jacob Bayley to Colonel Little, 
on securing the conquest of, - - 1663 

Candell, John, Petition to New- York Congress, - 451 

Petition of John McKinney in favour of, - 630 
Cape Anne, authentick and particular account of the 

engagement at, - - - - - 99 

Orders to the detachment sent to, - - 147 

Preparations for defence of, - - - 226 
Captures, - - 668, 1337, '77, '78, 1532, '37, 1721 
Carleton, Guy, appointed Commander-in-Chief of 

His Majesty's Forces in Canada, - - 8 

Refuses to answer Colonel Allen's letter de- 
manding humane and honourable treat- 
ment, (Note,) 801 

Letter from General Montgomery, threaten- 
ing retaliation, ----- 1138 

Throws Mr. Walker in irons, - - 1185, '87 

Escapes in disguise from Montreal, - - 1724 

Proclamation, - 1639 

Charlestown Neck, fortified and cannonaded, 456, 472 
Cheever, Ezekiel, appointed Commissary of Artil- 
lery Stores, ----- 251 
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Christie, James, Proceedings on, in Maryland, - 105 
Church, Dr. Benjamin, Court of Inquiry, from 
General Sullivan's Brigade directed to in- 
vestigate his conduct as Director Gene- 
ral of the Hospital, ... - 667 
Letter to General Sullivan, ... 712 
Court of Inquiry, in Gen. Greene's Brigade, 769 
In General Heath's Brigade, - 770 

Answer of General Washington to his re- 
quest for a discharge, - 780 
Court of Inquiry, in Colonel Frye's Brigade, 856 
In Generals Thomas and Spencer's Brigades, 857 
In Spencer's Brigade, postponed on account 

of indisposition of, 857 

Letter intercepted, .... 809 

Council of War adjudge him guilty of carry- 
ing on a criminal correspondence with the 
enemy, ..-.-- 958 
Gen. Washington to Continental Congress, 957 
Committee of Conference agree to refer 
him for trial and punishment to the Gene- 
ral Court of Massachusetts-Bay, - - 1159 
House of Representatives of Massachusetts 
appoint a Committee to inquire into the 
cause of his imprisonment, ... 1464 
Asks leave to resign his seat, ... 1473 
Committee to consider the best method of • 

bringing him before the House, - - 1466 
Report of the Committee, ... 1477 
Examination before the House, - - 1479 

Expelled, 1497 

Committee to consider the expediency of 
taking measures to secure, should General 
Washington dismiss him, ... 1512 

Report, 1517 

Ordered to close confinement, in Norwich, 1636 
Clinton, Colonel James, Letter to New- York Con- 
gress, 176 

Clothing, scarcity of, in the Army, - 447, 761, 767 
Coit, Capt., Letter from Col. Reed, urging despatch, 1250 
Ready to sail with the first fair wind, - 1346 

Captures Sloop Polly and Schooner Industry, 1378 
Sailed again, - 1658 

College, Harvard, Resolution of the Massachusetts 
Court relative to Instructors unfriendly to 
the Colonies, ----- 1451 
Library and Apparatus ordered to be re- 
moved to Concord, - . - . 1504 
Committee, to confer with General Washington, 

(See Army, Continental.) 
Committee, to confer with Gen. Schuyler, - - 1904 

Instructions, 1913, 1918 

Connecticut — 

Assembly, 1017-28 

Committee of Safety. Proceedings on Armed 

Vessels, means of defence, &c, - - 263 
On receiving Prisoners from the Northward, 

Sic, 672 

On General Washington's Letter requesting 
the Troops on the Coast to be sent imme- 
diately to Camp ; on sending to Bayonne 
for Powder, Stc, - - •• - 710 

Sundry Payments ordered, - 774 

Brig Minerva ordered on a Cruise, - - 945 
On refusal of the Crew to obey orders, - 1330 
Proceedings on Means of Defence, Stc, 1331, 1636 
Fairfield County. Association, - 142 

Exportation of Flax-Seed prohibited, - 146 

Tories not allowed to reside in Norvvalk, - 641 
Proceedings on Tories, - - 852, 941, '55 
On James Hayt, for violating the Continental 

Association, ----- 1254 
Danbury Committee, - - - - 1376 
New-London County. Committee of Lyme 
apply to Governour Trumbull for protec- 
tion of Cattle, &c, - - - - 454 

Reply, 472 

Report of Jedediah Elderkin on fortifying 

New-London, ----- 1561 
Letter from Christopher Leffingwell to Con- 
tinental Congress, - 1707 
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1738 



Connolly, Major John, Letter to John Gibson, - 72 

Affidavit of William Cowley, - - 1047 

Taken Prisoner ; Examination, - - 1660 

Ordered to Jail in Philadelphia, - - 1946 

Continental Congress, ... 1877-1968 

Cooke, Nicholas, Governour of Rhode-Island, to 

General Washington, - 69, 87, 461, 682, 709, 
718, 808, 842, 1007, 1181, 1246, 1546, 1720 
To Continental Congress, ... 
Ordered to seize Officers of Government un- 
friendly to the liberties of America, 
Corbin, Mr., to be appointed Governour of Virginia, 
in case of Lord Dunmore's return to Eng- 
land, 

Cosmopolitan, - 1212, 1346, 1429, 1588, 
Courts of Justice, Proceedings relative to, in Mary- 
land, 117,118 

In North-Carolina, - - - - 208 

Cowden, Thomas, Recantation, - - - 85, 322 
Released from confinement, but considered 
unfit to hold a Commission, - 85, 321 

Cresap, Michael, passes through Fredericktown, 
Maryland, with a Company ofBackwoods- 
men, ------ 2 

Curtenius, Peter T., Letters to New- York Con- 
gress, ----- 16, 79, 97 

Dartmouth, Earl of, Letter to Lord Dunmore, - 6 

To General Gage, on the plan of operation 

for the ensuing Campaign, 6 

General Gage's Answer, ... 927 

To Gen. Howe, 8, 642, 713, 773, 1 135, 1203, 1400 
Requested to present Petition of Congress 

to the King, - 
Address to, by Dr. Zubly, - - - 
Delaware — 

Council of Safety on regulating the Militia, 

Kent County. Choose new Committees, 

Proceedings of Dover Committee on Daniel 

Varnum, for using expressions inimical 

to America, ----- 

Newcastle County. Recantation of the Rev. 
Morgan Edwards, - - 

Recantation of Hugh Cahoon, - - - 
Proceedings of County Committee on an ap- 
plication to ship a cargo contrary to the 
Continental Association, ... 
Sussex County. Thomas Robinson on the char- 
ges against him of being an enemy to Ame- 
rica, ------- 

Samuel McMasters to Dr. Tilton, and Dr. 
Tilton's Reply, on the treatment of 
Tories, ------ 

Denmark, Edict prohibiting the exportation of Arms 

and Ammunition to America, 
Depredations, by Ministerial Soldiers, 

70,88,213,990, 1138 
Savage brutality of, - 1257 

Measures to prevent, in Rhode-Island, 226, 234 

In Massachusetts, 302 

Application of Lyme (Connecticut) Com- 
mittee for Soldiers to prevent, 
Committee appointed by Continental Con- 
gress to collect a full account of, - 
Circular of the Committee, ... 
Deserters — 

Lieutenant Charles Smith, advertisement for 

the apprehension of, - 
Proceedings in Massachusetts House of Rep- 
resentatives on means to apprehend and 
punish, ------ 

Letter from Committee of Safety of New- 
York to New- Jersey Committee of Safety, 
Resolution in New-Jersey Congress, 
Detroit, Continental Congress disapprove of expedi- 
tion against, - 
Donations — 

To the Poor of Boston, Committee for dis- 
tribution of, 362, 1512 
From Fairfax County, Virginia, - - 1550 
From England, for the relief of Sufferers 

from the battle of Lexington, - - 1476 
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Drayton, William Henry, to Council of Safety of 

South-Carolina, - - - .214,258 

Recommends that the Governour be taken 
prisoner, ------ 721 

Declaration, relative to suppression of Sedi- 
tion, k,c, 466 

Another Declaration, - - - - 698 
Treaty of Neutrality with Thomas Fletchall 

and others, 720 

To Captain Cunningham, requesting to 
know if he considers himself included in 
the Treaty made with Fletchall, and 
Cunningham's Reply, ... 755 

A Talk to the Cherokees, - - - 790 
Dublin, Assembly of, approve the conduct of the 
Duke of Leinster in supporting the rights 

of America, 178 

Petition to the King in favour of the Colo- 
nies, 179 

Duer, William, requests time to consider of accepting 

Commission of Deputy Adjutant-General, 139 
Same read in New- York Congress, - 531 
Report of Committee and decision of Con- 
gress, 548 

Dunmore, Lord, Governour of Virginia, has leave 

to return to England, - - - - 6 
Speech to Captain White Eyes, 72 

Carries off Press from Norfolk, - 1191, '93 

Proclamation ; determined to execute Martial 

Law, 1385 

Repulsed at Hampton, - 1542 
Resolutions in Continental Congress, - 1941 
Official Notice of his achievements, - - 1187 
His character and conduct, - 1103, '91, '93 
Edwards, Rev. Morgan, Recantation of, - - 56 
Enos, Colonel Roger, ordered to forward Provi- 
sions, 1070, '85 

Letter to General Washington, informing of 

his return, ----- 1610 
Court of Inquiry to examine into his con- 
duct, 1701 

Court Martial, 1721 

Appeal to the Publick, - - - - 1708 
Ethrington, George, Major of His Majesty's Royal 

American Regiment, his parole, - - 840 
Falmouth, (See Massachusetts, Cumberland County.') 
Fanning, Colonel Phineas, directed by the New- 
York Congress to repair to the east end of 

Long-Island, 523 

Reports proceedings, and applies for Powder, 68 
Same read in Congress, - 527 

Answer, ------ 79 

Fast, Proceedings of Committee of Correspondence 
of Weston , and Sudbury, Massachusetts, 
on violator of, 675 

Firemen, of New-York, exempted from the Night 

Watch, &c, 580 

Petition to be relieved from military duty, 669 

Flag, for Cruisers, device proposed for, - - 1126 

British, taken at Chambly, - - 1132, 1354 

Flax, scarcity of, in Connecticut, ... 225 

Flax Seed, Memorial to New- York Congress on 

exportation of, - - - - - 96 
Resolution of Congress on said Memorial, - 529 
Exportation of, forbidden by Fairfield Com- 
mittee, * 146 

By Providence Town-Meeting, - - 661 

Protest against the same, ... 662 

Scarcity of, in Great Britain, - 256 

Bounty on the importation of, into Great 

Britain, 996 

Fleet, Ministerial, near Long-Island, - 57, 68, 70, 134 
Fires upon Bristol, Rhode-Island, - 990,1108 
Sails from Boston, destination unknown, - 964 
Standing N. N. E., .... 1038 

Reported to be bombarding Falmouth and 

Portsmouth, (See Falmouth,) - - 1126 
Flemming, Edward, appointed Deputy Adjutant- 
General to the Northern Army, - - 565 
Fletchall, Col. Thomas, suspicious conduct of, 180, 215 
Treaty of Neutrality with Mr. Drayton, - 720 



Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, chosen President of Penn- 
sylvania Committee of Safety, - - 1783 
Appointed one of the Committee to confer 

with General Washington, - 1887 

Letter to Joseph Priestly — America firm, - 940 
To David Hartley — A separation between 

Great Britain and America inevitable, - 940 
General Greene's opinion of, - - - 1077 
French, Major Christopher, taken prisoner and re- 
leased on parole, - - - 499,501,148 
General Washington requests him to be sent 

to some inland Town, ... 263 

Will be treated with kindness, and shown 

every mark of civility and respect, - 639 

To be conveyed to Hartford, ... 640 
His parole to be there renewed, - - 639 

General Washington considers his detention 

justifiable and proper, - 744 

General Washington refuses permission to 

wear his Sword, ----- 810 
Demands it as his right, - - - - 989 
Asks to be removed to some place where 
worship is performed according to the 
Church of England, - - - - 1006 
Opinion of Governour Trumbull on the pro- 
priety of granting the same, - - 1529 
Claims, as his right, seventeen Shillings and 
six Pence per day, for subsistence for him- 
self and companions, - 1007 
Letters ordered to be sent to Congress, - 1023 
General Washington positively refuses per- 
mission to wear his Sword, - - - 1 1 97 
To General Washington on the same, - 1545 
Frye, Colonel, recommended by General Washing- 
ton to Congress, ----- 244 
Frye, General Joseph, appointed to command in 

Cumberland County, Massachusetts, - 1517 
Gage, General Thomas, recalled, - - - 7 
His Pamphlet circulated in South-Carolina, 180 
To the Earl of Dartmouth, ... 213 
To General Washington, - - - - 246 
His treatment of Prisoners, (Note,) - - 328 
Cuts down Liberty Tree, ... 472 

Letter from Governour Tonyn, of Florida, 703 
From John Stuart, St. Augustine, - - 714 
To Earl of Dartmouth, on making New- 
York the seat of war, - - - - 927 
Appoints Joshua Loring, Jun., sole Vendue 

Master and Auctioneer in Boston, - - 984 
Addresses to, on his departure, - - 976-80 
Sails for England, ----- 964 
To Earl of Dartmouth — Nothing but force 
can procure even decent terms of peace 
from the Rebels, .... ]069 
Arrival in England, .... 1594 
Gaming, Westchester (New-York) Committee pro- 
hibit, 150 

Gardiner's Island, plundered by Regulars, 88 
Defenceless condition of, - - - - 239 
Executors of David Gardiner acquitted by 
the Committee of Suffolk County, of the 
charge of assisting General Gage in plun- 
dering, 89 

State of facts relative to the same, - - 539 
Petition referred to Massachusetts House of 
Representatives, .... 551 

Germany, exceedingly pleased with the undaunted 

opposition of the Colonies, 74 

Glover, John, (See Moy/an.) 

Greene, General Nathaniel, to General Sullivan, - 779 
To Deputy Governour Ward, - 1076 
To same, on buminsj of Falmouth; and warm- 
ly in favour of a Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, -.-... 1145 
To Governour Cooke, on burning of Fal- 
mouth, 1168 

Halsey, Jeremiah, recommendation of to General 

Schuyler, ----- 4 

Hanoverians, Report that ten thousand are destined 

for America, ..... 944 
Ministry arming, ----- 1543 
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Harrison, Robert H., appointed Aid-de-Camp to 

Genera] Washington, - 1405 
Letter from Head-Quarters to Colonel Loam- 
mi Baldwin, 1539 

To Committee of Safety of Northampton, 1569 
One of the Committee to confer with Gene- 
ral Washington, .... 1887 
Henry, Patrick, chosen Colonel of the First Regi- 
ment of Virginia Forces, ... 375 

Vote of Thanks, 378 

Escorted into Williamsburgh, - 776 

Highlands, New-York, Importance of fortifying, - 1065 
Provincial Congress order Fortifications to 

be immediately erected, ... 535 
Committee authorized to procure Cannon 

for this purpose, - 541 

Commissioners appointed, 535, '41, '67, 880 

Guard furnished to the Commissioners, - 565 
John Berrien appointed Commissary, - 571 

Commissioners request full Instructions, - 659 
Committee of Safety wish to confer with 
Commissioners and Engineer before giv- 
ing Instructions, .... g82 

Committee of Safety to Continental Congress, 
enclosing Plans and Estimate, by Mr. Ro- 
mans, ------ 732 

Commissioners object to Mr. Romans'sPlan, 795 
Objections read in Committee of Safety, - 914 
Answer of Committee, - 919 

Letter from Continental Congress, enclosing 
Resolutions directing Hudson's River to 
be immediately made defensible, - - 1279 
Provincial Congress to the Commissioners, 

in consequence of the above, - - 1283 
Answer of Commissioners, ... 1293 
Provincial Congress toContinental Congress, 1080 
Continental Congress direct a Company of 

Matrosses for, to be raised, - 1315 

Appropriations, - 567, 880, 1284, '99, 1311 

Letter from Committee of Safety to Beverly 

Robinson, requesting him to appraise Mar- 

telaer's Rock-Island, - 902 

Answer, ------ 1274 

Labourers ordered to be procured and Guns 
mounted, ------ 914 

Proposals of Bernard Romans, - - 917 

Not agreed to, 919 

John Hanson, Commissioner, resigns, - 1290 

Jonathan Lawrence appointed in his place, 1301 
Commissioners to Provincial Congress, on 
the refusal of Captain North to lower his 
peak, while passing the Fort, - - 1293 
Congress to Commissioners, reproving them 
for their conduct towards Vessels passing 

the Fort, ] 290 

Reply of Commissioners, ... 1295 

Instructions to the Commissioners respecting 

the same, 1296 

Commissioners to Provincial Congress, rela- 
tive to their pay, - 1316 
Correspondence between Bernard Romans 

and the Commissioners, - - 1355—67 

Troops ordered to, till the Matrosses are 

raised, 1323 

Resolutions in Continental Congress, - 1912 
Proceedings on the same in Provincial Con- 
gress, 1751 

Letter from Egbert Benson, on the number 

of men to be raised in Dutchess County, 1691 
Colonels Maxwell and W hides ordered to, 

from New- Jersey, - 1623 

John Hanson appointed to take command 

till a Commander shall be appointed, - 1915 
Delegates from New- York request Provincial 
Congress to name three or four persons 
competent for the station, - 1413 

Request an answer to the same, - - 1760 
Committee from Continental Congress di- 
rected to take an accurate view of the 

Fortifications, 1914 

Report of the Committee, ... 1(357 



Hinman, Colonel Benjamin, Letter to Governour 

Trumbull, 135 

Hospital, for the Northern Army, Samuel Stringer 

appointed Director of, - - 443, 1880 

For the Army at Cambridge, John Morgan 
appointed Director of, - - - - 1897 
Howe, Major-General William, appointed to super- 
sede General Gage, - - - - 8 
Acknowledges receipt of his Commission, - 955 
Correspondence with General Washington, 
on the cessation of intercourse between the 
two Camps, ----- 240 
Letter from Earl of Dartmouth, on the pro- 
priety of taking possession of New- York, 642 
Ordered to assist Governour Martin, - 713 

Instructions relative to the reduction of the 

Southern Provinces, - - 1135, 1400 

Letters to Earl of Dartmouth, 991, 1672, 1678 
Ordered to send Officers to England for the 

purpose of recruiting, ... 1203 

From Lord George Germain, - 1594 

From Lord Dun more, (fac simile, ) - - 1616 
From Captain Leslie, Virginia, - - 1716 

Proclamations, ... - 1246, 1379 
Remarks on the same, in an Address to the 

Inhabitants of New- York, - 1553 

Hunt, Isaac, Proceedings on, in Philadelphia, - 170 
Huntington, Colonel Jedediah, Letters to Govern- 
our Trumbull, - 86, 138, 
151,434, 655,682, 771, 1110 
Hutchinson, Thomas, Letter to from Falmouth, dated 
February 10, 1774, disapproving of the de- 
struction of the Tea, &.c, and reasons of 
several of the Signers for signing the same, 625 
Independence — 

Proceedings of the New- York Committee on 
author of rumor that Congress intended to 
make a Declaration of, ... 15,21 
Probability of Ministerial measures leading 

to, ... - 436, 1111, 1114 

Hint of notion of being entertained by some, 464 
Not desired by the Colonies, - - - 621 
Prosecution of Thomas Anderson, for assert- 
ing that the Colonies were aiming for, - 644 
Proceedings of Chester County (Pennsylva- 
nia) Committee, on being charged with an 
intention of declaring, - 794 

Letter from Dr. Franklin to David Hartley. 

A separation inevitable, ... 94Q 
An Address to the People of Pennsylvania, 

answering the objections to, - - 1013 

Colonies accused of aiming for, in Addresses 
to the Throne, - - 981, 1030, '79, '86, 
1100, 1260, '62, 1326, '82, 1668 
General Greene warmly in favour of, - 1146 

Pennsylvania Delegates in Congress strictly 
to dissent from and utterly reject any pro- 
position that may cause or lead to, - 1408 
Newspaper discussion on the above Instruc- 
tions, ... - 1408-13, 1793 
Letter from Rhode-Island to a Gentleman in 

Philadelphia. The die is cast, - - 1686 
Letter from Thomas Jefferson to John Ran- 
dolph. Neither inducement nor power are 
wanting to declare and assert a separa- 
tion, 1707 

The horrid measure openly avowed by men 
of consequence — Governour Franklin to 
the New-Jersey Assembly, - - - 1851 
Answer of Assembly, - 1861 

Reply of Governour Franklin, - - 1862 

New-Jersey Council express their utmost 

abhorrence of any such design, - - 1868 
Petition from the County of Burlington, ex- 
pressing great alarm at the sentiments 
openly avowed by many persons, - 1873 
New-Jersey Delegates directed utterly to re- 
ject any proposition that may separate the 
Colony from the Mother Country, - 1857 
Governour Franklin to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, 1871 
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Indians, King orders to be be taken into service, - 6 
Enlisted to act against the Colonies, - 12, 26 

Proceedings of Council on taking arms against 
Virginia, ------ 76 

Message from a party of the Six Nations, - 86 
Invited to a conference at Albany, - - 50 
Number present, - 243, 625 
Proceedings of Commissioners at German- 
Flats, 473,475 

Treaty at Albany, - - - 475-496, 625 
Letter from "Volkert P. Douw to Continen- 
tal Congress, ----- 1372 
Proceedings on the same, - 1924 

Report of a Committee appointed to confer 

with the Caughnawagas, - 301 

Proceedings of the four Indians sent by the 

Commissioners to the Caughnawagas, - 1275 
Report of a Committee appointed to confer 

with a Chief of the St. Fran§ois, - 339 

Petition from Joseph Johnson, a Mohegan, 

to the New- York Congress, - - 436 

Western, disposition of, - - - - 776 
Treaty of Friendship concluded with the 

Tribes on the Ohio, - - - - 1542 
Disposition of Cherokees, - 217 
A Talk from Mr. Drayton to the Chero- 
kees, 790 

A List of the names and number of Towns; 
also, the. number of Men in the Cherokee 

Nation, 793 

Ireland, People kept in ignorance of the true state 

of affairs in America, - - - - 619 
Method of raising Recruits for America, - 147 
Remarks on the same, - 1553 

Parliament. Proceedings on presenting an 

Address to the Throne, - - 995-1004 
House of Commons. Debate on sending 
Troops to America, - 1641 

Jamaica, Assembly of, 1349 

Jay, John, Letter to New- York Congress, - - 1675 
Jefferson, Thomas, chosen Delegate to Continental 

Congress, - 379 

Letters to John Randolph, - - 431,1706 
Johnson, Colonel Guy, at Montreal, - - - 136 
Johnson, Sir John, has four hundred men in arms 

to protect Sheriff White, 50 

Letter to White, 223 

Same read in New- York Congress, - - 564 
Queries to, relative to signing the Associa- 
tion, 1194 

Answer, 1245 

Johnson, Joseph, a Mohegan, Petition to New- York 

Congress, ------ 436 

Johnson, Thomas, Jun., Letter to Horatio Gates, on 

manoeuvres of the Ministry, &c, - - 157 
Johnston, Fort, North-Carolina, destroyed, -- - 40 
Jones, Captain Ichabod, Tory, sent prisoner to W r a- 

tertown, ------ 91 

Jones, John Paul, appointed a First Lieutenant of 

Continental Fleet, - - - - 1957 

Kearshy, Dr. John, Tory, proceedings on in Phila- 
delphia, - - - - - - 174 

Further proceedings, on detection of Letters 

to Earl of Dartmouth, - - 985, 1822 

Committee appointed to carry into execution 

the Resolves of the Committee of Safety, 1340 
Warrant to the Jailer, - - - - 1815 

To be closely confined, - 1819 
Allowed a Servant, at his own expense, • 1823 
Allowed a Clerk, on oath, - - - 1824 
Leaves Philadelphia, under guard, for York- 
town, 1827 

Kirkland, Moses, seditious conduct of, - - 457 

Bearer of a Letter from Lord Campbell to 

General Gage, - - - - 746, 833 
Recommended to General Howe by Lord 

Dunmore, - - - - - 1616 

KirTcland, Rev. Samuel, recommended by General 

Washington to Continental Congress, - 852 
Resolves of Congress, continuing his Mission 

among the Indians, ... - 1918 



Knox, Henry, Instructions to, relative to procuring 

Stores from Ticonderoga and other places, 1568 
Letter to General Washington, from New- 
York, 1676 

Appointed Colonel of Artillery, - - 1921 
La Come, St. Luke, invites General Montgomery 

to hold a conference, - 973 

Instructions to Major Brown, appointed to 
hold the conference, - 1098 

Result, 1096 

Lamb, Captain John, to New-York Congress, on 

rank of Artillery, ... - 239 

Proceedings in Congress, - 542, 563, 568 

Declines the service, ... - 445 

Good Officer, - - - 1684, 1695 

Lawrence, Captain Melancton, Examination of, - 552 

Lead Mines, John McDonald directed to examine, 

in Newburgh, 895 

Report of Mr. McDonald, - - - 850 
Committee of Safety offer to work, - - 895 

Offer accepted, 850 

Committee appointed to examine, in Con- 
necticut, ------ 1023 

Lee, General Charles, Letter to R. H. Lee, - 634 

Letter from Council of Massachusetts, rela- 
tive to a Letter from Ireland mentioning 
his name unfavourably, ... 1546 

Lee, Richard Henry, Letter to General Washing- 
ton, suggesting the practicability of cap- 
turing the Ministerial Fleet and Army, - 1 
Washington's Reply, - - - - 455 

Chosen Delegate to Continental Congress, - 379 
To General Washington, on the ill success 

of the Ministry in all quarters, - - 805 
To same, on seizure of the Press at Norfolk, 

and the death of Peyton Randolph, - 1137 
Answer, ------ 1401 

To same: Ministry unrelenting, - - 985 
To same, enclosing Letter from London on 

the intentions of the Ministry, - - 1542 
Answer, ------ 1687 

From Edmund Pendleton, on affairs in Vir- 
ginia, ------ 1067 

To General Washington, ... 1675 

Leinsier, DnJce of, Thanks of Assembly of Dublin, 

for supporting the rights of America, - 178 
Letters, fyc, anonymous, from — 

Albany, 625, 630 

Alexandria, ------ 1193 

Baltimore, 644 

Boston, ... - 82, 83, 553 

Cambridge, - - - 685, 713, 926, 1036 
Charlestown, South-Carolina, - - 40, 716 
Crown Point, - - - - - 136 

Edinburgh, ------ 655 

Fairfield, 851 

Germany, ------ 74 

Ireland, 619 

Isle-aux-Noix, - 723,726 

La Prairie, 1342 

London, - 39, 148, 256, 257, 684, 719, 785, 
818, 1280, 1520, 1543, 1680 

Martinico, 1177 

Maryland, 819 

Middlesex, 620 

Newbern, 679, 773 

New- York, - - ,- 259,261,640,795 
Tory Officer on board Transport, - - 646 
Norfolk, ... - 746, 847, 923 

Pittsburgh, 776 

Philadelphia, - 435, 727, 1072, 1073, 1253 

Providence, ------ 98 

Quebeck, 211 , 726, 728, 845. 924, 925, 1 185, 

1396, 1417-1420, 1723 

Savannah, ------ 1606 

St. Augustine, 788 

St. John's, - - - 923, 972, 1343, 1344 
Sunbury, Pennsylvania, - - - - 773 

Ticonderoga, - - 433, 434, 467, 709 

Watertovvn, ------ 59 

Williamsburgh, ... - 679,1191 
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Letters, intercepted — Of Dr. Church, - - 958 

John Connolly, ...... 1661 

Dr. Kearsley, 985 

Brook Watson, .... 1599-1602 

From Boston, 553 

From Quebeck, 962 

From Cork, tQ an Officer in Boston, 167, '68, '69 
From Youghall, to an Officer at Boston, - 167 
From Fort Henry, to an Officer at Boston, 168 
From Ft. Gordon to Lieutenant Jones, - 169 
From V. Gardiner to Captain Gardiner, - 169 
Liberty Tree, Boston, cut down by General Gage, 472 
Life, Thomas, Agent in England, to Governour 

Trumbull, 5 

Light-House, Massachusetts, skirmish at, - 19, 28 

General Gage's account of the same, - - 213 
Thanks of the General to the Officers and 

Soldiers engaged at, - - - - 10 

Livingston, Major Henry, Letter to the New- York 

Congress, ------ 555 

Livingston, Captain Henry B., Letter to the New- 
York Congress, informing that his Com- 
pany is ready, &te., ... 67, 529 
To same, on destitution of Clothing, - 79, 531 
Sword voted to him by Congress, - - 1950 
Livingston, Colonel James, demands a Court of In- 
quiry' on his conduct, - - - - 1195 

To General Montgomery; has taken La 
Tours, a notorious villain, prisoner, - 1341 

Livingston, Robert G., appointed Deputy Adju- 
tant-General to the Northern Army, - 549 
Livingston, Walter, Deputy Commissary-General, 
Letter from New- York Congress, relative 
to Supplies for the Army, - - - 540 
Answer, ... - 439 

Read in Congress, ----- 566 

To same, on repairing Gun-Barrels from Ti- 
conderoga, ----- 904 

Letter from Continental Congress, on sup- 
plying Prisoners taken at Charably and 
St. John's, with Provisions, - - - 1588 
Answer, ------ 1663 

Livingston, William, appointed Brigadier-General, 1240 
London, Resolutions of the Association of, on the 

right to Petition, &,c, - - - - 431 

On the freedom of the Press, - - - 943 
Proceedings of a Meeting of the Livery, - 829 
Resolutions of Supporters of Bill of Rights, 804 
Stephen Sayre committed to the Tower, on 

a charge of High Treason, - - - 1142 
Loring, Joshua, appointed by General Gage sole 
Vendue-Master and Auctioneer for Bos- 
ton, 984 

Lynch, Thomas, one of the Committee to confer 

with General Washington, ... 18S7 
Letter to General Washington,- - - 1544 

Lyon, Captain David, Memorial to New-York Con- 
gress, ------ 16 

Lyon, Rev. James, Tory, Brookhaven (New- York) 

Committee ask advice concerning, - - 16 
Congress appoint a Committee to inquire 
into the matter, ----- 527 

Sent confined to General Wooster, - - 134 
Macartney, Captain John, Correspondence with the 

Mayor of Norfolk, - - - 92-95 

Machias, Ministerial Vessels taken at, - - - 98 
Magaw, Major Robert, Letter to General Gates. 
Inhabitants of Cape Anne preparing for 
an attack, ------ 226 

Mail, from England to New- York, suspended, - 825 
Maiding Point, Skirmish near, account of, - - 98 
Manly, Captain, sails on a cruise, ... 1378 
Captures Schooner, ... 1532, 1537 

Captures Store-Ship Nancy, - - - 1721 
Manufactures — 

Workmen advertised for in Philadelphia, - 73 
Address of the United Company of Phila- 
delphia, 820 

Premiums on, in North-Carolina, - - 209 

Of Saltpetre, encouraged in Maryland, - 116 
Same in Virginia, ----- 394 
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Manufactures — 

Zeal of Virginians, - - - - 621 

Various Dye Plants brought from England 
to Virginia, and the manner of their culti- 
vation offered to be taught, - - - 716 
Linen, plan for establishing, presented to the 
New- York Congress, - - - - 1081 

Read in Congress, ----- 1291 

Committee appointed to raise contributions, 1264 
Report of Committee on the best mode of 
establishing, ----- 1424 

Cannot be carried on in America, - - 1147 
Effect of Ministerial measures on, in Great 
Britain, - 256,786,982,1010,1115,1519 
Marion, Captain Francis, Orders to, - - - 1608 
Martha's, Vineyard, Prisoners taken at, - - 1415 
Martin, Josiah, Governour of North-Carolina, Let- 
ter on arming Slaves, 8 
Declared an enemy to America by Newbern 

Committee, - - - - - 40 

Proclamation from on board His Majesty's 
Ship Cruiser, ----- 61 

Provincial Congress declare the same to be 
a false, scandalous, scurrilous, malicious, 
and seditious libel, and order it to be burnt 
by the common hangman, - - - 189 
Newbern Committee adopt similar Resolu- 
tions, ------ 443 

Intercepted Letters, 75 

Mr. Drayton recommends that he be taken 
prisoner, - - - - - -721 

Discovery of Powder, Cannon, &c, con- 
cealed in his Palace, - - - - 773 

Martindale, Captain Sion, Letter to Colonel Reed ; 
hopes to be ready to sail in a week or two, 
if supplied with Men, &.c, - - - 1336 
General Washington fears he is going upon 

too large a scale, ... - 1378 

Stephen Moylan to William Watson. Shall 

we ever hear of Martindale's departure? 1568 

Sails, 1658 

Men refuse to do duty, - - - - 1713 
Marlinico, English Frigate plunders American Ves- 
sels at, 1177 

Marvin, Ebenezer, Petition to Massachusetts House 

of Representatives, - 343 

Maryland — 

Association, ------ 131 

State of affairs in, - - - - - 158 

Convention, 99-132 

Council of Safety. Proceedings on obtaining 

Arms, Ammunition, &ic, 448-450, 1116-1118 
Proceedings on a Communication from the 

Lord Proprietary's Agent, - - - 1570 
Eastern Shore Council of Safety, - 1571-1584 
Anne Arundel County. Call of Meeting to 
elect Committee of Observation and Dele- 
gates to Convention, - 463 
Committees and Delegates chosen, - - 693 
List of Associators and Non-Associators or- 
dered to be returned, - - - - 1340 
Baltimore County. Committee countenance a 

violation of the Continental Association, - 644 
Committee of Observation, and Delegates to 

Convention chosen, - 776 

Proceedings on fixing the price of Salt, - 1541 
Calvert County. Committees and Delegates to 

Convention chosen, - - - - 694 
Caroline County. Proceedings on John Wil- 
liams, 127 

Charles County. Election of Committees, - 694 
Resolve relative to Debtors, ... 695 
Frederick County. Committeeschosen in Lower 

District, 694 

Letter of Committee to Continental Con- 
gress, relative to John Connolly and others, 1660 
Prince George's County. Proceedings of Bla- 

densburgh Committee on George Munro, 51-56 
Committees chosen, - 688 

Worcester County. Defence of the Rev. John 

Scott, - - - - - - 1586 

25 
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1182 

1533 
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1653 
1654 
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1567 
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Massachusetts- Bay — 

Appeals to the Inhabitants, - - 647, 928 

House of Representatives, 271-366, 1433-1520 

Request a detachment from the Continental 
Army to protect the Coast, and General 
Washington's reply, - 

Petition to, from a Company in Worcester, 
praying that Tories may be confined, 

Account of disbursements, ... 

An Act for encouraging the fixing out Armed 
Vessels, ------ 

A list of the Colonels of the several Regi- 
ments and where stationed, - - - 

Council applied to for Armed Vessels, 

To Delegates in the Continental Congress, on 
the right of the House of Representatives 
to join in the election of Officers, (See 
Falmouth,) - 

Answer of John Adams, - - - - 

Of Samuel Adams, - 

Of John Hancock and Thomas Cushing, 1662, 1705 

Return of Prisoners ordered, - - - 1554 

To General Washington, requesting a guard 
for Prisoners, ..... 

Answer, ...... 

Berkshire County. Declaration of David Noble 

voted satisfactory, - 
Bristol Count;/. Proceedings of Joint Com- 
mittee of Rehoboth and Swansey, on con- 
duct of Jerathmeel Bowers, - - 160-166 

Proceedings of Rehoboth Committee, to pre- 
vent Provisions being carried to the Min- 
isterial Army, - 

Proceedings of Dartmouth Committee on 
Isaac Howland, for selling Salt at an exor- 
bitant price, .... 
Cumberland County, Maine. Destruction of 
Falmouth, Casco Bay, concerted between 
General Gage and Admiral Graves, 

General Greene to Governour Ward on burn 
ing of Falmouth, .... 

Same to Governour Cooke, - 

Gen. Washington to Continental Congress, 

Sentiments of a Gentleman of eminence, - 

Account by the Selectmen of the Town, - 

Remarks on Captain Mowat's Letter, 

General Washington to the Committee of 
Falmouth, ----- 

Arrival of the Cerberus, man-of-war; appli- 
cation to General Washington for assist- 
ance, ----.. 

Answer, ---... 

Instructions to Colonel Phinney, to prevent 
the King's Troops effecting a lodgement, 1377 

James Sullivan to the Council, urging the 
importance of organizing the Militia, 

Petition of Enoch Freeman, praying that Pow- 
der, &c, may be immediately replaced, - 

Proceedings in House of Representatives on 
defending, ------ 

General Joseph Frye appointed by House 
to take command of the Forces, - 

Proceedings in the House and Council on the 
right of appointment, 1505, 1509, 1513, 1514 

House propose that an Officer shall be cho- 
sen by joint ballot, and commissioned by 
the Council, - 

Concurred in Council, - 

General Frye chosen, .... 

Samuel Freeman to General Washington, on 
the importance of securing the Harbour, - 

Reply, 

Essex County. Vindication of the conduct of 
Salem, (Note,) 

Resolution of House of Representatives on 

the same, 

Lincoln County, Maine. Proceedings of Com- 

mitteeof Pownal borough on Abiel Wood,151-156 

Counter Proceedings, - - - - 941 
Proceedings of Boothbay Committee on a de- 
mand for Anns and Ammunition, - - 1147 
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- 1680 

1145 
1168 
1151 
1169 
1169 
1552 



- 1167 



1403 
1377 



1397 



1434 



1490 



- 1502 



1516 
1517 
1517 

1593 
1666 

337 

356 



Massachusetts- Bay — 

Middlesex County. Committee of Supplies to 

General Washington, on Ammunition, - 5, 14 
Proceedings of the Committee of Correspon- 
dence of Weston and Sudbury on violator 

of Fast, 675 

Proceedings of Waftham and other Commit- 
tees on Eleazer Bradshaw, for selling Tea, 937 
Voters of Boston summoned to attend at 
Watertown to elect a Representative in 
the place of Dr. Church, - - - 1630 
Norfolk County. Committee of Dedham di- 
rected to liberate David Parker, - - 1352 
Plymouth County. Rochester Committee re- 
quest all connection to be withdrawn from 
Gideon Bestow, for exporting Provisions 

to Nantucket, 60 

Rochester Committee object to Enoch Ham- 
mond being appointed a Justice of the 



Peace, 



802 



Committee requested to assist Capt, Bowen 

in fitting out a Vessel, - - 1057, 1126 

Tories referred to General Washington for 
examination, ----- 1378 

Worcester County. Hardwick Committee pub- 
lish James Fay and others as enemies to 
America, ------ 59 

Recantation of Dr. Willard, - 462 

Proceedings of Committee of Inspection on 

Captain Clark, for selling Tea, - - 729 

McDonald, Angus, to Printers at New- York, - 89 

Same read in Congress, - - - - 531 

Sheriff of Fairfield County to New- York 
Committee of Safety, relative to keeping 

him in Jail, 913 

McDougall, Colonel Alexander, Letter to General 

Sullivan, 1138 

Mecklenburgh, North-Carolina, Resolves of Com- 
mittee declared treasonable by Govern- 
our Martin, 63 

Meredith, Thomas, Recantation of, - - - 20 
Mifflin, Major Thomas, appointed Quartermaster 

General to the Army at Cambridge, - 250 
Militia, &fc, Plan for regulating in Connecticut, - 1019 

In Delaware, 689 

Maryland, 108 

New-Hampshire, - - - - 519, 522 

New- Jersey, 42, 1236 

Bergen County desire all who refuse to enlist 

in, to leave the County, ... 450 

New- York, 525, 542 

Names of persons in John Bedel's Company 
opposed to the same, - - - - 696 

North-Carolina, 198 

Pennsylvania, - 506, 1802 

Address of the Privates of upwards of thirty 
Companies, showing their reasons for refu- 
sing to sign the same, - - - - 821 

Virginia, 411 

Superiority of, over Standing Armies, - 220 

Monitor, - 1414, 1564, 1654, 1725, '27, '29, '32, '34 
Montgomery, Brigadier- General Richard, Letter to 
New- York Congress, asking for Arms, Sic, 
and relative to suspicious persons, - - 67 

Answer, 529 

To same requesting Powder, - - 80, 531 
To New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, - 177 
(See Schuyler.) 

Letter to Robert R. Livingston, from Mon- 
treal, on the necessity and best means of 
getting possession of Quebeck, - - 1638 
Letter to General Schuyler; resigns, and 

takes command again, - - . - 1694 
General Schuyler's opinion of, 670, 1131, 1522 
General Washington's, - - - - 1197 
Continental Congress's, - - - - 1012 

Samuel Mott's, 974 

Thanks of Congress, - 1718 

Appointed Major-Genera!, - 1947 

Montreal, Allen repulsed and taken prisoner, - 799 

Surrenders to Montgomery, ... 1595 
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Morgan, Captain Daniel, Instructions to, relative to 

his rank, 946 

Morgan, Dr. John, appointed Director General of 

the Hospital at Cambridge, - - - 1897 
Mott, Edward, Letters to Governour Trumbull, 51, 1676 
Molt, Samuel, Letters to Governour Trumbull from 

Ticonderoga, - - - - 18, 22 

To same, from Camp near St. John's ; com- 
plains of conduct at Head-Quarters, - 972 
To same : Chambly taken ; requests certain 

expressions in the above to be kept secret, 1 124 
Moultrie, Colonel William, his orders on an expe- 
dition against Fort Johnston, - - 697 
Orders to Captain Marion, - - - 1608 
Moylan, Stephen, appointed Muster-Master General 

to the Army at Cambridge, - - - 250 

Letters to William Bartleit, Beverly, 1368, 1537 

John Brown, Providence, ... 1688 

Committee of Safety of Dedham, - - 1352 

Samuel Freeman, Falmouth, ... 1666 

Jonathan Glover, Marblehead, - - 1420, 1537 

General Court of Massachusetts-Bay, - 1428 

Committee of Newbury port, ... 1429 

Wm. Watson, - 1377, 1406, 1568, 1594, 1604 

Joshua Wentworth, Portsmouth, - - 1327 

Associated with John Glover, as Agent for 

fitting out Armed Vessels, - - - 

Moylan, Stephen, and John Glover, Salem and 

Marblehead: Instructions, - - - 

To Gen. Washington: Vessels nearly ready 

to sail, ------ 

From Colonel Reed, urging despatch, and 

direcling a fourth Vessel to be taken, 
From Colonel Reed. Every thing depends 

upon expedition, ... 

To General Washington. Vessels of Cap- 
tains Broughton and Selman ready for 
men ; great want of Provisions, 
Reply. Must be no delay, - 
Expedition again urged more strongly, 
Money forwarded, and despatch urged, 
Vessels nearly ready. Ammunition and a 

Surgeon requested, - 
Surgeon obtained. Device for Flag sug- 
gested, ------ 

Schooners commanded by Captains Brough- 
ton and Selman sail. Stores, &tc, want- 
ed for the other two Schooners, 
Difficulty of procuring materials for fitting 
out the Vessels, ----- 

Stores ordered, ..... 

Swivel-Shot wanting, .... 

Captain Manly off. Captain Adams's Ves- 
sel wailing for Crew, - - - - 

Captain Adams ordered to march, 
Mulcaster, Frederick George, Letter to Gen. Giant, 
Munroe, George, Proceedings of the Bladensburgh 

Committee on, - 51 

Muster-Master General, to the Army at Cambridge, 
Stephen Moylan appointed, - - - 
Nesbitt,John Maoowell, appointed Paymaster of the 

Pennsylvania Fleet, 
Neutrals, A Remonstrance from the Overseers of the 
Poor of Philadelphia for the relief of, 
One hundred Pounds granted, 
New- Hampshire — 

Committee of Safety. Letter to Gen. Schuy- 
ler, recommending Colonel Bedel to the 
command of a Regiment, - 

To Colonel Bedel, 

From Colonel Israel Morey, on the zeal of 

Colonel Bedel and others, in preparing to 

re-enforce General Schuyler, 

To Major Cilley, directing Powder to be 

sent to Exeter, - - - - - 

From Delegates in Congress, on disturbances 

in London, and the arrival of Powder, - 

From Samuel Peabody, on being appointed 

Chaplain, ------ 

From Delegates in Congress, on the release 
of Colonel Fenton, - - - - 750 
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New-Hampshire — 

Committee of Safety. Letter from General Sul- 
livan. New-Hampshire Troops have more 
reasons to complain than any other Troops 
in the Army, - - ■ - - - 779 

Answer of Committee, - - - - 827 

General Sullivan's Reply, - - - 948 

Petition from the Field-Officers at Winter- 
Hill, that General Sullivan may have the 
power of filling vacancies, - - - 843 

Answer, ------ 1007 

General Sullivan sends a list of vacancies, - 1099 

Proceedings on a cargo of Flour captured 

from the enemy, ... 965-970 

To Delegates in Congress, relative to the 
same, 1049 

Answer of Delegates, ... - 1193 

From Israel Morey, on the siege of St. John's, 980 

From Delegates, on securing Sea-Coast 
Towns, 983 

Appoint Meshech Weare and Nathaniel Fol- 
sotn to attend the Conference with Gene- 
ral Washington, 1008 

Refer to Committee of Portsmouth a Peti- 
tion to transport Provisions to the Isle of 
Shoals, 1085 

From Colonel Reed, in reply to a request 
for Muster-Rolls, - - - - 1 127 

From Jonathan Hale, resigning commission 
of Second Major, ... - 1134 

To Committee of Supplies, directing Ac- 
counts to be closed, 61 

To Delegates in Congress, on Colony Ac- 
counts, ..---- 1630 

Recommend John Stavers to the friendship 

of his countrymen, ... - 1659 
Provincial Congress, ... - 515-523 

Letter from Delegates in Continental Con- 
gress, requesting that the importance of 
taking up Government may be urged upon 
the Committee of Congress at the Camp, 935 

Instructions to the Delegates on the same, - 1897 

From Delegates, informing that a motion has 
been made in Congress to that effect, - 1193 

Resolve of Congress, .... 1905 
Cheshire County. Committee on conduct of 

Simon Baxter, ----- 166 
Portsmouth. Committee supply Scarborough, 

man-of-war, with Provisions, 59 

Further communication with the Scarborough 
prohibited, - - - - - 91 

Town-Meeting disapprove of the conduct of 
those who fired on Capt. Barclay's Boat, 91 

Correspondence between Governour Went- 
worth and Theodore Atkinson, - - 92 

Proceedings in Provincial Congress for the 
defence of the Harbour, ... 517 

Committee of Safety to General Sullivan. 
Anticipate an attack ; mean immediately 
to fortify the Harbour, if Powder can be 
had, 263 

General Washington unable to grant a sup- 
ply of Powder, 1127 

Party of Riflemen sent to assist in the de- 
fence of the Harbour, - - - - 1147 

General Sullivan to the Committee of Safe- 
ty. The Fleet destined to destroy the 
Port having proceeded to Boston, asks ad- 
vice for further proceedings, - - - 1209 

Answer of Committee of Safety, - - 1210 

Orders to William Knight and others for ob- 
structing the River, .... 1210 

Gen. Sullivan directed to return to Camp, - 1255 

To proceed immediately to Portsmouth. In- 
structions, ------ 1396 

Ordered to seize Officers of Government, - 1538 

George Jaffrey, from the alarm in Town, is 
unable to prepare his Treasurer's Report, 1267 

Committee vote that some steps be taken to 
prevent George Meserve from going into 
Boston, 1640 
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New-Jersey — 

Assembly, 1849-1866 

Council, 1865-1876 

Committee of Safety, ... - 457 
Provincial Congress, - 41-45, 1217-1244 
To Continental Congress, on the manner of 

appointing Field-Officers, - 1050 

To same, requesting Money to procure Arms, 1051 
Request an answer to the two preceding, - 1 130 
Answer, ------ 

Bergen County. Resolutions on Militia Regu- 
lations, ------ 

Cumberland County. Application to Conti- 
nental Congress for Powder, 
Morris County. Address to the Publick, 
Sussex County. George McMurtrie advertised 
as an enemy to his Country, for having 
spoken contemptuously of the Congress, - 
New- York — 

Assembly prorogued, - - 640, 838, 1263 
Provincial Congress, 523-82, 1267-1326, 1751-'64 
Suspicious conduct of, 18, 47, 50, 263, 453, 454 
Letter from Delegates in Continental Con- 
gress, -' - - 
Request permission to import a quantity of 
Pork from Connecticut, for the use of the 
Northern Army, - 
Order on the same in Connecticut Commit- 
tee of Safety, - - - - - 

Answer, ------ 

Guard appointed to attend the Pork upon its 
arrival, ------ 

Extraordinary Letter to, - 

Petition to, to form a second Independent 

Battalion in the City of New-York, 
Second Independent Battalion request a 
speedy action upon nomination of Officers, 
Letter to, relative to the release of Malcolm 
Mclsaac, steward to Governour Tryon, - 
Application to, for permission to ship Provi- 
sions, Sic, ... - 445-447 
Orders on, - - - - - 560-561 

For Tents, Clothing, Arms, &c, 447, 451, 452 
Petition of John Candell, ... 451 

Letter from John McKinney, in favour of 
the same, ------ 

Petition in favour of Capt. Phineas Rumsey, 
Proceedings on preservation of Publick Re- 
cords, (See Records.) 
Ordered by Continental Congress to send all 
the Troops raised in the Colony to join 
General Schuyler, - - - 749, 907 
Answer, ------ 777 

From John Bleecker, requesting a settle- 
ment of Accounts, for transporting Stores 
from Albany to Fort George, Sic, 
From Henry Wisner, relative to Saltpetre, - 
Read in Committee of Safety, - - - 
Letter from Solomon Phelps, 
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823 

825 

924 
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Officers of seventeen Regiments, - 1118-1124 

Committee of Safety to have full powers du- 
ring recess of the Congress, - - - 
Committee of Safety. To Delegates in Con- 
tinental Congress, for Powder and blank 
Commissions, - - - - - 

Proceedings on, in Congress, - - - 

Answer of Delegates, - 

Read in Committee, - 

From Continental Congress, transmitting the 
Commissions, - - - - - 

Answer, acknowledging receipt of the Com- 
missions, - 

Memorial of William Ritchie, requesting per- 
mission to employ a small Vessel in carry- 
ing Provisions to the Camp, - - - 

Order on the same in Congress, 

Letter from John Wetherhead, denying that 
he gave information of an intention to re- 
move the Guns from the Battery, and other 
charges, ------ 

Read in Committee, - 



580 



680 

1880 

750 

907 

901 

732 



702 
1308 



724 
906 



New- York — 

Committee of Safety. Letter from Delegates 

in Continental Congress, - 757 

Answer of Committee, - - - - 1268 
Reply of Delegates, - - - -1279 
Proceedings on Christian Bergh and others, 

(See Bergh, Christian.) 
Petition, from sundry Officers, against the 
time of meeting for the several Beats, as 
regulated by the Provincial Congress, 758, 918 
To Committee of Safety of New-Jersey, on 

the apprehension of Deserters, - - 913 
Petition for permission to export Provisions 

to Nantucket, 1015 

Proceedings on, in Provincial Congress, - 1275 
Fire- Vessels recommended to, - - - 1351 
Albany County. Letter to the Provincial Con- 
gress, respecting Prisoners taken at St. 
John's, - - - .. - - - 81 

Read in Congress, 539 

Answer, ------ 540 

Drafts on Provincial Congress, and orders on 

the same, 547, 1287 

To Provincial Congress, relative to Alexan- 
der White and others, - - - - 151 
Informing of White's arrest for debt, - 223 

Answer to the two preceding, - - - 566 
On the destitute condition of the Troops, 
and enclosing a Letter from Colonel Cort- 

landt, 451,447 

Read in Committee of Safety, - - 878 

Letter from Albany to a Gentleman in Con- 
necticut, ------ 625 

Letter of Committee on securing suspicious 
Vessels, ------ 757 

Order for election of Committees and Depu- 
ties to Provincial Congress, - - - 1264 
Charlotte County. Signers and Non-Signers 

of the Association, - 618 

Militia Officers, 758 

Cumberland County. Signers and Non-Sign- 
ers of the Association, ... 619 
Letter from James Rogers to the Provincial 
Congress, stating that. Committees have 
been appointed, the Association put in cir- 
culation, &c, ----- 708 

Dutchess County. Signers and Non-Signers 

of the Association, - - 597-608, 1181 
Orders to Committees, relative to collecting 
Arms, - - - - - - 262 

Committee of Rumbout Precinct to Provin- 
cial Congress, requesting money to pay for 
Arms collected, ... - 681 

Letter from P. De Witt to the Provincial Con- 
gress: Violent conduct of Tories ; some of 
the Convention and Committee-Men false 
and treacherous, ... - 457 

Letter from Committee to Deputies in Pro- 
vincial Congress, suggesting that measures 
be taken for the apprehension of Bergh and 
others, violent Tories, ... 466 

John Schenck and others to Provincial Con- 
gress, on continuing themselves an Inde- 
pendent Company, ... - 1194 
Committee of Correspondence chosen, - 1692 
Jacobus Ostrum and others ordered to be 

confined in Jail, - 1719 

Militia Officers for Southeast Precinct, - 223 
Northeast Precinct, ... - 438 

Officers of two Regiments of Minute-Men, 629 
Rhinebeck Precinct, - - - 639 

Amenia Precinct, - - - - - 645 

Charlotte Precinct, - 653 

John Bedel's Company, and names of per- 
sons in the same opposed to the measures 
recommended by Congress, for regulating 

the Militia, 696 

Pawling's Precinct, - - - 750 

Minute Officers in Pawling's Precinct, - 988 
Minute Officers in Southeast Precinct, - 774 
Field Officers for the Militia of the County, 1081 
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New- York — 

Gloucester County. Letter from Jacob Bayley 
to the Provincial Congress. Association 
signed, Militia forming, &c, 
King's County. Officers commissioned in the 

First Regiment, - 

New-York City. Earl of Dartmouth recom- 
mends to Gen. Gage to take possession of, 
Answer of General Gage, - 
Same urged upon General Howe, 
Rumor that the British Army intends remo- 
ving to, ----- - 

General Wooster ordered immediately to re- 
turn to Harlem, in consequence of the 
above, ------ 

Militia of Pennsylvania requested to be ready 
to march to the assistance of, at a minute's 
warning, ------ 

Supply of Powder asked from Continental 
Congress, ------ 

Committee appointed to keep a look out for 
the approach of the Ministerial Fleet, - 
Vessels employed for this purpose to be in- 
sured, ------ 

Committee appointed tawait on the Govern- 
our, to know if he has any knowledge of 
General Gage's intention to remove to, - 
General Washington considers the above ru- 
mor groundless, - - - - - 

City divided into Districts or Beats, - 
Militia Officers of the different Beats, 238, 702 
Field and Staff Officers, - - 971, 1206 
" Moderate Political Hints," by S. Sp. Skin- 
ner, - 463 

" Allegiance to crowned heads upon the Bri- 
tish Throne," 1105 

Removal of Cannon from the Battery, and 

attack from the Asia, man-of-war, 259-261 
Committee appointed to inquire into the 
same, ------ 550 

Eleven Affidavits read, proving that the firing 

first began from the Asia, man-of-war, - 555 
Address to the Inhabitants, - 1552 

Rivington's Office destroyed, - - 1626, 1707 
New- York Committee. Proceedings on Mr. 

Archer and Abraham H. Van Vleck, - 15, 21 
Proceedings in Congress on Abraham H. Van 

Vleck, 1320 

Committee to inquire of Mrs. Brown in what 
manner she intends to dispose of a parcel 
of Political Pamphlets, - - - 66 

Committee to discover the persons who de- 
stroyed the Boat built for His Majesty's 

Ship Asia, 78 

Report ordered to be sent to Provincial Con- 
gress, 139 

Read in Congress, . - - 535 

New Boat ordered to be built, - 526 

Building of the Boat hindered — Proceedings 
on in Congress, ----- 533 

Proceedings on violators of the Continental 

Association, ..... 622 

Committee to purchase Arms, - - - 640 
Proceedings on Vessels leaving the Port, 652-659 
Merchants and Shopkeepers required to sell 

Pins at a moderate profit, ... 702 
Resolve to raise contributions for the Poor, 736 
Sub-Committees augmented, - - - 940 
Petition praying the removal of John Tay- 
lor and James Light from their respec- 
tive offices, - - - - - 971 

Letter from General Washington to the Pro- 
vincial Congress, requesting means may 
be taken to detect persons engaged in car- 
rying Provisions to Boston, read — James 
Light permitted to resign, - - - 1005 
Committee to answer a Letter of Governour 
Tryon's, - - - - - - 1080 

Evidences against Mr. Pratt, on a charge of 
having threatened to set the Town on fire, 
ordered to be brought in, - 1263 



New- York — 

New- York Committee. Candidates for the Pro- 
vincial Congress nominated, - - - 134 L 
Deputies chosen, - - - - - 1423 

Mr. Pratt acquitted, ... - 1424 
Report of Committee on promoting Ameri- 
can Manufactures, .... 1424 

Sundry Proceedings, ... 1624-1629 
Orange County. Signers and Non-Signers of 

the Association, ... 589-597 

Proceedings of Cornwall Committee on Cap- 
tain Phineas Rumsey, ... 459 
Petition to Provincial Congress in favour of 

Captain Rumsey, ... - 628 
Committee of Newburgh to Provincial Con- 
gress — Expense of apprehending two per- 
sons, ------ 1206 

Officers of a Militia Company of Newburgh, 

South-East District, - - - - 239 

North District, 438 

Of Eastern Regiment of Cornwall Pre- 
cinct, ------ 627 

Of a Company of Minute-Men in Cornwall 

Precinct, ------ 723 

Militia Officers of the Lower Precinct, - 695 
Goshen Precinct, ----- 707 

Minisink Company, in Goshen Precinct, - 851 
Of a Company of Minute-Men in Goshen 

Town, - - - - - 85 1 

Of a Company of Militia in Goshen Town, 851 
Queen's County. Inhabitants of Cow-Neck 
form themselves into a separate indepen- 
dent District, .... - 777 

Committee for the same, ... 777 

Provincial Congress on the above proceed- 
ings, ------ 1282 

Orders to Colonel Lasher to collect Arms by 
force, if the inhabitants refuse to yield 
them peaceably, - 795 

Execution of the orders deferred for further 
information, - - - - - 91 1 

Report of gentlemen appointed to obtain said 

information, - - - - - 912 

Witnesses examined, ... - 917 
Ayes and Noes on sending Deputies to Pro- 
vincial Congress, .... 1389 

Officers of Minute-Men of Jamaica, - 616 

Richmond County. Letter from David Burger 
to Provincial Congress, relative to inha- 
bitants of Staten Island supplying Men of 
War with Provisions, - - - - 624 

Does not send Deputies to Provincial Con- 
gress, 1755,1762 

Suffolk County. Signers and Non-Signers of 

the Association, - - - - 608—618 
Brookhaven Committee to Provincial Con- 
gress, on conduct of disaffected persons, 16 
Committee appointed to take the same into 
consideration, ----- 527 

Report, 573 

Same ask how Non-Commissioned Officers 

are to be chosen — Answer, - 893 

Southold Committee, anticipating an attack 
from Men of War, request a supply of 
Powder, ------ 57 

Read in Congress, - - - - 525 

Answer, ...... 536 

Letter to Provincial Congress, on their ex- 
posure to depredations from the enemy, - 239 

Read, 551 

Answer — Recommend that Troops be sta- 
tioned at Montauk and Shelter- Island, - 554 
Reply of Committee, and requesting that a 

Post may be established, ... 4(J5 
Read in Committee of Safety, - - 885 

Gardiner's Island plundered by the British 

Fleet, ------ 88 

Committee at Sag-Harbour decide that the 
imputation upon the Executors of David 
Gardiner, of assisting in plundering Gar- 
diner's Island, is entirely groundless, - 89 
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New- York — ■ 

Suffolk County. Letters from the Provincial 
Congress to different Committees, urging 
vigorous measures against the Ministerial 
Troops, ------ 

Letter from the Committee of Southampton 
to the Committee of Safety, stating their 
entire destitution of the means of defence 
— Answer, - 

Captain John Hulbert to Provincial Con- 
gress, informing of his departure from 

Montauk, 

Read in Committee of Safety, 

Two Majors nominated to fill vacancies in 

the First Regiment, 
Officers for Second Battalion, - 
For Smithtown, - - - - - 

First Regiment, Third Company, Southold, 
First Company of Brookhaven, 
Second Company, - 

West Regiment, - 
First three Companies of Huntington, 
Tryon County. Letter to Provincial Congress. 
Request instructions as soon as possible, 
as they are entirely without regulations for 
the Committees, - 

To the same. The prosecution of civil law 
in the County almost entirely stopped, 
having but one Justice left, who signed 
the Association freely, - 

Answer of Committee of Safety, 
To same, informing that they have elected 
a Sheriff in the place of Alexander White, 
Read in Committee of Safety, - 
Consider one Representative sufficient for 
the County, - - - - - 

Read and approved in Congress, 
In urgent need of Ammunition, and request 
that Commissions may be despatched as 
soon as possible, - 

Queries to Sir John Johnson, - - - 
His Answers, - 

General Schuyler desired by the Continen- 
tal Congress to disarm the Tories, and 
secure the Arms, Sic, concealed in the 
County, ------ 

Field-Officers, Captains, and Subalterns, - 
Field and Staff Officers for one Battalion of 

Minute-Men, 

Ulster County. Signers and Non-Signers of the 

Association, ... - 582-589 
Letter to Provincial Congress, on the dissatis- 
faction among the Soldiers for want of 
Clothing, ------ 

Answer, ------ 

Proceedings of Mamacoting Committee on 

procuring Arms, - 

New-Paltz divided into two Districts, and 
Officers chosen, - - - - - 

Proceedings of Committee of Kingston on 

Christian Bergh and others, (See Bergh, 

Christian.) 

Field-Officers for the County, - - - 

Officers in New-Marlborough Precinct, South 

District, - - • - - - 213,936 
Northeast District, - - - - 240, 851 

In the most westwardly District, - - 653 
In New-Paltz, East District, - - - 133 
Mamacoting, ....-- 176 

Rumbout Precinct, ... - 625 

Second Regiment, ----- 641 

Beekman's Precinct, ... - 696 

Rochester, 726 

New-Windsor Precinct, - - - 778,1179 
Minute Officers in New-Windsor Precinct, - 778 

Walkill Precinct, 936 

Hanover Precinct, ----- 983 
Townships of Rochester, Marbletown, and 

New-Paltz, 1179 

Town of Kingston, - - - - 1179 

Company of Horsemen in Kingston, - - 1179 



New- York — 
Westchester 



County. Proceedings on using 



Tea and on Gaming, - - - - 150 

Application to Provincial Congress for Com- 
missions, ------ 466 

Inhabitants of Fordham and West-Farms pe- 
tition to have a Company within llieiu- 
selves, 645 

Referred by Committee of Safety to County 

Committee, ----- 879 

Referred by County Committee to Sub-Com- 
mittee, 690 

Militia Officers of West-Farms and Manor 
of Fordham, 1130 

County Committee request that no Commis- 
sions for Independent Companies may be 
given out, and enclose an Affidavit re- 
specting the character of Capt. John Cock, 6f 

Read in Committee of Safety, - - - 890 

Petition of the Inhabitants of Yonkers, in 

favour of John Cock, - - - - 716 

Committee of Safety determine him disquali- 
fied to hold a commission, - - - 902 

Persons warned not to go to the Fort build- 
ing in the Highlands, without a certificate, 826 

Godfrey Haines sent to Committee of Safety, 

to be dealt with according to his deserts, 838 

Ordered to be sent back lo County Com- 
mittee, ------ 916 

On reconsideration, ordered to be confined 

in Jail in New- York till further order, - 918 

Militia Officers, - - - 262,691,1130 

Minute Officers, 1150 

Nicholson, Dr. George. Committee of Safety of New- 
York write to Thomas Johnson and others 
to know his character, - 897 

Answer, ------ 907 

Applies for appointment of Surgeon in the 

Northern Army, - - 910 

Prefers to go as a Cadet ; requests recom- 
mendatory letters, - - - - 915 

Rewarded for procuring intelligence from the 

Asia, man-of-war, and other vessels, 918, 724 
Non- Expo r tat ion — 

Resolve of Virginia Convention on, - - 369 

Merchants of Norfolk remonstrate against 

the same, ------ 372 

County of Northampton petition against the 
same, ------ 373 

Proceedings of the Convention on the above 

Remonstrance and Petition, - - - 373 

The Resolution disapproved of by Mary- 
land Convention, - 103 

Rescinded and repealed, - - - - 376 

Plain Observations of a Virginia Farmer, - 1652 

Resolution of Continental Congress, - - 1903 
North- Carolina — - 

Provincial Congress, - 151-212, 1087-1094 
Craven County. Proceedings of the Newbern 
Committee on Govemour Martin's Letter 
on arming Slaves, - ... 8 

On the Governour's conduct at Fort John- 
ston, ------ 4p 

Publish intercepted Letters of Govemour 

Martin, 75 

Proceedings on Non-Associators, - - 100 

On Govemour Martin's Proclamation, - 443 
Northampton County. Proceeding on violators 

of the Association, 40 

Tryon County. Association, 99 

North, Lord, to his friends, soliciting their attend- 
ance in Parliament, - 685 
Nova-Scotia, Expedition proposed against, - - 90 

Gen. Washington's opinion of the same, 90, 1184 

Address to Parliament, - - - - 619 

Remarks on the same, - 780 

Message from the Govemour to the House 

of Assembly, and Reply, ... 1127 

Aaron Willard and Moses Child appointed 
to ascertain the disposition of the Inhabi- 
tants, 8tc, ----- 1665 
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Order in Council, prohibiting the exportation or car- 
rying coastwise Gunpowder, or any sort of 
Arms or Ammunition, 241, 812, 1199, 1630 
Exportation of same to Ireland permitted, - 1200 
To Afiica permitted, .... 1369 

Orders, by General Washington, 33, 247, 663, 768, 855, 

963, 1153, 1256, 1404, 1533, 1612, 1699, 1721 

Paper, scarcity of, with General Schuyler, - 135, 443 

At Plymouth, Massachusetts, - -. - 1110 

At Pownalborough, Massachusetts, - - 1185 

Parliament, attendance of Members solicited, - 685 

Of Ireland, proceedings on an Address to 

His Majesty, .... 995-1004 

Peabody, Samuel, Letter to New-Hampshire Com- 
mittee of Safety, on being elected Chap- 
lain, - - - - - - -138 

Penn, Rickard, and Arthur Lee, Agents at Lon- 
don, to Lord Dartmouth, enclosing Peti- 
tion from Continental Congress, and Lord 
Dartmouth's Reply, ... - 255 
Letter from Edmund Burke, ... 255 
To Continental Congress, ... 627 
To Pennsylvania Assembly, - 1792 

To New-Jersey Assembly, ... 1851 



From Continental Congress, 



1936 



Pennsylvania — 

Address to the People, on the importance of 

discretion in choice of Representatives, - 701 
Instructions to the Delegates in Congress, 1408 
Remarks on the same, - 1408-1413,1793 

Assembly, - - - 871-878, 1763-1810 
Committee of Safety, 495-514, 857-'72, 1181-'50 
To General Washington, relative to Major 

French and other Prisoners, - - 148 

To New- York Congress, on same, - - 149 
To same, relative to Powder, 170, 219, 436, 450 
Proceedings on Isaac Hunt and Dr. John 

Kearsley, Tories, - - - - 170 

Committee for the ensuing year, - - 1823 
Bucks County. Committee direct list of Offi- 
cers and Associators and Non-Associators 
to be made out, ----- 20 
Receive Recantation of Thomas Smith, - 690 
Chester County. Proceedings of Committee on 

a charge of aiming for Independency, - 794 
Resolves on selling Goods at high prices, - 1144 
Confession of Robert Ferguson, - - 1155 
Committee of Correspondence appointed, - 1145 
Philadelphia County. Proceedings of Com- 
mittee on certain violators of the Conti- 
nental Association, .... 133 
New Committee chosen and arranged into 

District Committees, - 145 

Order list of Associators and Non-Associa- 
tors to be made out, .... 622 
Resolution of Committee to prevent the 

waste of Powder, and on the price of Salt, 644 
Resolutions for the better carrying into exe- 
cution the Continental Association, - 731 
Proceedings on application for loading Ves- 
sels with Provisions, .... 1262 
On persons refusing Continental Bills, - 1388 
York County. Committee forbid the killing 

of Sheep under four years old, - - 235 
Call for meeting to elect new Committee, - 463 
County Committee and Committee of Cor- 
respondence chosen, .... 1340 
Petition, to the King, proceedings on in New-Jersey 

Assembly, - - 1857, '64, '71, '74 

Of Continental Congress, - - 255, 940, 

627, 1792, 1851, 1936 
Pikes, Pennsylvania Committee of Safety recom- 



mend the use of, 



510 



Pilots, Proceedings in Pennsylvania Committee of 
Safety, to prevent being taken by British 
Men of War, - - - 862, '64, '65, '67 
New- York the same, .... 1324 
Oath administered to, - - - - 1825 
Rules and Regulations for, ... 1837 
John Saunders confined in Jail, - - 1840 
Released, 1847 



Powder- 



Committee of Supplies at Watertovvn to 

General Washington relative to, - - 5, 14 
State of, in General Sullivan's Department, 15 
General Schuyler to Continental Congress, 
earnestly entreating that a supply may 
soon be sent him, - - - - 1 1 

General Schuyler to Governour Trumbull, 17 

Samuel Mott to Governour Trumbull, - 19 
Directed, by the Pennsylvania Committee of 

Safety, to be sent to General Schuyler, - 498 
General Washington informs the Continental 

Congress of an alarming deficiency of, - 28 
Scarcity of, considered in Council of War, 36 
Southold (New-York) Committee request a 

supply of, - - - - - 57 

Scarcity of, in Tryon County, New- York, 68 
Maryland Convention encourage the impor- 
tation of, - - - - - - 104 

Pennsylvania Committee of Safety the same, 859 
Rhode-Island the same, - 22T* 

Manufacture of, encouraged in Maryland, - 1 16 
In North-Carolina, .... 209 

Massachusetts, - - - - -1510 

General Washington urges a supply from the 

Governour of Connecticut, - - 37, 137 
From the Governour of Rhode-Island, 36, 137 
From the Committee of Safety of New- 
Hampshire, ----- 38 

(See Bermuda, and West-Indies.') 
Exportation of to the Colonies prohibited by 
the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces, - - - - - - 156 

Edict by the King of Denmark, forbidding 

the exportation of, 942 

Pennsylvania Committee of Safety to New- 
York Congress. When a fresh supply 
arrives, will readily spare them a part, - 219 
Exportation of from Great Britain prohibited, 

by order in Council, - 241, 812, 1199, 1630 
Small quantity permitted to be exported to 

Ireland, 1200 

General Washington unable to take advan- 
tage of his situation for want of, - - 244 
General Washington, hearing of the arrival 
of a supply at New- York, requests their 
immediate assistance, - - . - 462 
Answer, ------ ^87 

Quantity arrived at Norwich — John Brown 
to General Washington, relative to the dis- 
posal of, ----- - 1344 

Answer, ------ 1406 

Additional Answer, .... 1688 

General Washington requests a supply from 

the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, - 263 
Two tons sent in answer to the above appli- 
cation, 859 

Scarcity of, in New-Hampshire, - - 263 
Proceedings of Massachusetts House of Rep- 
resentatives, relative to supplying General 
Washington with, - - - 307, 324 

On replacing the same, .... 363 
Resolution of Massachusetts House of Re- 
presentatives to prevent the waste of, - 325 
Same by Philadelphia Committee, - - 644 
Supply granted to the Associators of New- 
Jersey, by Pennsylvania Committee of 

Safety, 532 

New- York ask supply from Pennsylvania 

Committee of Safety, - - 532 

Answer, - - - - - -170 

Answer read in Congress, ... 549 

Supply ordered to be sent to General Schuy- 
ler from the Mill, at Rhinebeck, - - 535 
New- York Congress request the speedy re- 
turn of a quantity loaned to the Continen- 
tal Congress, ----- 557 

Contract for the importation of, read and 

approved in New- York Congress, - - 568 
Distribution of in New- York, ... 579 
Urgent want of in South-Carolina, - - 62 1 
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Supply proposed to be obtained from Bay- 
onne, ------ 682 

Proceedings on the same in the Connecticut 
Committee of Safety, - - - - Til 

General Washington to Governour Trum- 
bull, urging that all that can be spared be 
immediately sent to Camp, - - - 683 

Committee appointed by Continental Con- 
gress, to contract for the importation of 
five hundred tons, ... - 1882 

Permit of General Washington to import from 
the West-Indies, - 744 

General Schuyler to New-York Congress, 
urgently requesting a supply of at least 
five tons, - - - - - -841 

Answer; fourteen hundred pounds ordered to 
be forwarded with all possible despatch, - 1273 

New-York Congress to Governour Trumbull, 
requesting him to give all the aid in his 



power, 



1272 



Answer of Governour Trumbull ; in the pre- 
sent situation of affairs not able to lend any 
aid, : 1051 

Same read and forwarded to Continental 
Congress, ------ 1284 

To R. R. Livingston, praying him to for- 
ward all at the Mill at Rhinebeck, - - 1274 

Answer of R. R. Livingston, - 987 

Reply of Congress, ... - 1298 

To Committee of Albany requesting their 

assistance in forwarding, - 1274 

To Continental Congress, praying that the 
quantity sent to General Schuyler may be 
replaced immediately, - - - - 971 

One ton loaned by Pennsylvania Committee 
of Safety to Continental Congress, - - 1816 

Answer of Continental Congress; one ton 
sent to New-York, - 1279 

Continental Congress order the same to be 
forwarded to General Schuyler, - - 1291 

Answer of New- York Congress to the above, 1093 

Continental Congress recommend to procure 
from the West-Indies, - - - - 1901 

Proceedings of New- York Congress on the 
above, ------ 1315 

Pennsylvania Committee of Safety on the 
same, ------ 1830 

Cumberland County, New-Jersey, apply to 

Continental Congress for, - 849 

Leave granted to be purchased at Yorktown, 
Pennsylvania, for the use of the new Set- 
tlement in Virginia, on Kentucky, - - 860 

State of the account of, between Pennsylva- 
nia Committee and the Continental Con- 
gress, 865, 867 

Pennsylvania Committee of Safety advise 
the erection of Magazines, - - - 869 

Vessel ordered to be despatched from New- 
York to purchase, - 896 

Proposal to obtain a large quantity from Mar- 

tinico, 944 

Proposal to obtain from Hispaniola, - - 1270 

Extreme want of, in the Army before Bos- 
ton, 956, 1055, 1196 

New-Jersey Congress request of Continen- 
tal Congress funds to enable thern to pro- 
cure, ------ 1051 

Lord Dunmore attempts to seize, in Virginia, 1067 

General Schuyler fears the want of will be 

fatal to his operations, - 1036 

Supply obtained from Fort Chambly, 1 132, 1 195 

Chester County (Pennsylvania) Committee 

on collecting, ----- 1145 

New-Hampshire Delegates in Continental 
Congress to the Committee of Safety on 
scarcity of, - - - - - 1193 

Articles of Agreement between Gen. Wash- 
ington and John Fisk, - - - - 1167 

New- York Congress order Boat to be load- 
ed with Flour, and sent for, - - - 1317 



Powder — 

Application from Head-Quarters for supply 

for Penobscot Indians, - - - - 1429 

Arrival of, in Virginia, from St. Eustatia, - 1542 
General Washington sends for a supply to 

Ticonderoga, and other places, - 1568, 1569 
Proposition made to General Washington to 
procure, under the auspices of the French 
and Spanish Ministers, - 

Continental Congress direct to be brought 
away from Island of Providence, 
Prisoners — 

Marines, orders for the disposition of, 
Taken at St. John's, Albany Committee on 

supplying with Provisions, - 
Complain of want of Provisions, 
Proceedings in New-York Congress, 
Taken at Macbias, disposition of, 
Taken at Cape Anne, list of, - 
Major French and others, (See French.) 
Sheriff White and others, (See White.) 
Correspondence between General Washing- 
ton and General Gage, on treatment of, - 
General Gage's treatment of, - - 328 
Taken at Cape Anne Harbour, 
Connecticut Committee of Safety agree to 

receive from Massachusetts, - 
List of, in Boston Jail, and who had died 
there, ------ 

Taken near St. John's, - - - - 

Lieut. Rowley Godfrey ; his parole given to 

Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, 
Major George Ethrington ; the same, 
Major Rogers, (See Rogers.) 
Captain William Kelly, - - - - 

Provision made for, in Connecticut, - 
Taken on board Transport run ashore on 
Brigantine Beach, New-Jersey, 1073, 
Taken at Fort Chambly, 
Connecticut Committee of Safety to Com- 
mittee of Hartford, relative to disposition 
of the same, - 

General Montgomery to General Carleton, 

on treatment of, - 
Proceedings in New-York Congress, - 
General Schuyler to Governour Trumbull, 

enclosing names of, to go to Connecticut, 1426 
James Otis to General Washington, - - 1546 
Answer of General Washington, - - 1567 
Edward Mott to Governour Trumbull, - 1676 
Sheriffs in Essex and other Counties, Mas- 
sachusetts, ordered to make full returns of, 1554 
R. H. Harrison to Committee of Safety of 
Northampton, requesting respectful treat- 
ment for British Officers, ... 1569 
Letter from Officer taken at Chambly, testi- 
fying to the kind treatment he received, - 1608 
Taken at Chambly and St. John's, Resolu- 
tions of Continental Congress on the dis- 
position of, - 
Proclamations — 

By Governour Martin, - - 
North-Carolina Congress order the same to 

be burnt by the common hangman, 
By the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces, prohibiting the exportation of Arms 
and Ammunition to the English Colonies, 
By the King, for the suppression of Rebel- 
lion and Sedition, - 
Monitor, No. 2, - - - - - 

Report in Continental Congress, 

By the King, further proroguing Parliament, 

By Governour Tryon, further proroguing the 

Assembly of New- York, - 640, 838, 1004 
By Governour Tonyn, Florida, - - 705 

By Gov. Wentworth, further proroguing the 

Assembly of New-Hampshire, - - 771 
By General Howe, - 1246, 1379 
By Lord Dunmore, . - . 1385 
By Massachusetts-Bay, for Publick Thanks- 
giving, 1351,1501 
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889 
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156 

240 
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Provisions — 

General Schuyler scantily supplied with, 
Supply obtained, - - - - - 
NeW- York Congress request permission to 

import from Connecticut, 
Order on, in Connecticut Committee of Safety, 
Answer of Governour Trumbull, 
Guard appointed to attend it upon its arrival, 
Scarborough, man-of-war, supplied with, by 
Committee of Portsmouth, New-Hamp- 
shire, 

Further communication with the Scarborough 

prohibited, 

Certain Merchants in Providence request 

leave to import, - 
Newport (Rhode-Island) Committee ask 

leave to import, from New- York, - 
Order of Congress, - - - - 
Embargo on, by Connecticut, continued, 
Distressed situation of Bristol for want of, 

(Note,) 

Same of Goldsborough and other Towns, 

(Note,) 

Supply directed to be sent to Lincoln Coun- 
ty, Massachusetts, - 
Asia, man-of-war, supplied with, by order of 

New- York Congress, - - - 465, 564 
Army before Boston in danger of being dis- 
banded, for want of, - 
Cargo of Flour captured, and correspon- 
dence relative to the same, - - - 
Committee of Safety of New-Hampshire to 

Delegates in Congress, on the same, 
Proceedings of Providence (Rhode-Island) 
Committee to cut off Supplies from the 
enemy, ------ 

Rehoboth (Massachusetts) Committee the 
same, - - - - 

Hanover County (Virginia) Committee the 
same, ------ 

Inhabitants of Nantucket pray for leave to 

export, from New- York, - 
Proceedings on the above in Congress, 
Embargo laid on the exportation of, out of 

Connecticut, - 
Exportation from Connecticut to Massachu 
setts permitted, - - - - 

New-York Congress to Continental Con- 
gress, relative to exportation of, 
Scarcity of, in Nova-Scotia, 
Putnam, Major- General, conduct of, at Bunker's 

Hill, 

Quakers, in Arms, ----- 436 

Directed by New- York Committee of Safe- 
ty to make out a list of all the Males be- 
longing to their Society, from the age of 
sixteen to sixty, - - - - - 

Memorial, stating their reasons for declining 
the same, ------ 

Read, and reserved for the consideration of 
the Congress, - - - - - 

Address to the Pennsylvania Assembly, 
Remonstrances against the same, - 1781-17 
Quartermaster-Gtneral to the Army at Cambridge, 
Thomas Mifflin appointed, - - - 

Quebeck, (See Arnold.) 

Quincy, Josiah, to General Washington, on block- 
ing up the Harbour of Boston, 
Washington's Reply, - - - - 

Randolph, Edmund, appointed Aid-de-Camp to 
General Washington, - - - - 

General Washington's opinion of, 
Secretary: To Cotnmiitee of Arundel, 
To Ephraim Bowen, - 
Leaves Camp, in consequence of his uncle's 
death, - - - - 

Randolph, Peyton, appointed Delegate to Conti- 
nental Congress, . - - - 
Retires from the Convention, - - - 
Sudden death, - 
Resolutions in Continental Congress, 

Fourth Sebies. — Vol. 
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46 
267 
224 

878 



59 

91 

224 

1036 

1297 

269 

287 

332 

309 



779 

966 

1049 

974 

976 

1401 

1015 

1275 

1018 

- 1025 

1052 
1127 

84 
959 



883 

707 

896 
1777 

7 

250 



1265 
1352 

251 

455 

1255 

1265 

1405 

379 

384 

1138 

1899 



Recantation, of — 

William Boltwood, Massachusetts, 
Thomas Cowden, do. do. 
Dr. Nahum Willard, do. do. 
David Parker, do. do. 

Samuel Holly, Connecticut, 
William Wheten, do. do. 
Luke Raymond, and others, do. 
Tyler Dibbler, do. 

Lemuel Bower, do. 

James Hayt, do. 

Judge Fowler, New- York, 

Nathaniel Underhill, do. do. 
Thomas Meredith, Pennsylvania, 
John Bergum, do. do. 

Thomas Smith, do. do. 

Robert Ferguson, do. do. 
Rev. Morgan Edwards, Delaware, 



145 
322 

462 

1198 

682 

692 

718 

812 

955 

1255 

1708 

1708 

20 

133 

690 

1145 

56 

218 

1072 

119 

120 

644 

1623 

186 



Hugh Cahoon, do. 

Daniel Varnum, do. 

Patrick Graham, Maryland, 

John Baillie, do. 

Thomas Anderson, Virginia, 
Christopher McConnico, do. 
John Coulson, North-Carolina, 

Records, Publick — 

New- York Congress to Samuel Bayard and 
Augustus Van Cortlandt, relative to pre- 
servation of, 
Answer of Mr. Van Cortlandt, 
Answer of Samuel Bayard, - 652 
Maryland Council of Safety, 
South-Carolina, - 
Recruits, Major Boyle Roche's mode of raising, - 
Remarks on the same, - - - - 

Reed, Colonel Joseph, Secretary of Gen. Washing- 
ton, to Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, 
To Benjamin Lincoln, on accounting for 
Powder, ------ 

To Nathaniel Tracy, on fitting out Trans- 
ports, ------ 

To Colonel Arnold, - 

To James Otis, on disposal of Prisoners, - 

To Massachusetts Court,. - 

To Committee of Salem and Gloucester, - 

To Simon Pease, - - - - - 

To Colonel Glover, - 

To Colonel Glover and Stephen Movlan, 

1037, 1075, 1084, 1109, 1 126, 'l 182, 1256 
To Captain Broughton, - - 1037, 1109 

To Ephraim Bowen, 
To William Watson, 
To the Selectmen of Boston, 
From General Washington, 
Rhode-Island — 

Assembly, - - - 
An Act for punishing persons guilty of traitor- 
ous Correspondence, - - - - 1376 

Bristol. Fired upon, by Captain Wallace, 990, 1108 
Requested to supply Captain Bowen with 
Provisions, - 

Newport. Request Flour may be imported from 
New-York, - 
Order on, in Congress, - - - - 

Truce with Captain Wallace, - 
North-Kingston. Stephen Boyer declared an 
enemy to America, for supplying the ene- 
my with Provisions, - - - - 

Providence. Proceedings of Town Meeting on 
means of defence, and punishment of Tory 

Pilots, 

Rules for regulating the Battery, and proposi- 
tion for the gradual abolition of Slavery, - 
Exportation of Flax-Seed prohibited, 
Protest against the same, - 

County Committee forewarn all persons 
against selling Goods at an extravagant 
price, ------ 

Proceedings to prevent the enemy from 

being supplied with Provisions, 
On preventing the selling of Tea, 



580 

644, 880 

, 882, 1286 

1117 

1608 

147 

1553 

263 

667 

667 
947 
984 
937 
947 
937 
948 
1016, 



1056, 1083, 1125 

- 1083 

- 1147 
1405, 1618, 1702 

- 225-234 



1126 

1036 
1297 
1554 
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47 

452 
661 
662 
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974 
975 
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Rittenhouse, David, appointed Engineer to Penn- 
sylvania Committee of Safety, - - 1828 
Rodney, Casar, Letter to Caplain Thomas Rodney, 
relative to intercepted Letters of Dr. 
Kearsley, - - - - _ - - 985 
Rogers, Major Robert, half-pay officer in the Bri- 
tish Army, Pennsylvania Committee of 
Safety direct to be taken prisoner, - 865 

Appears before the Board, and gives his word 

of honour to appear again to-morrow, - 865 
Continental Congress recommend to be die- 
charged on certain conditions, - - 866 
Discharged on parole, ... - 866 
Appears before New. York Committee of 

Safety ; Certificate lost, - 913 

Certificate received from Philadelphia, - 1271 
Offers his services to General Gage, - 1674 

Romans, Bernard, applies for his Commission, as 

Colonel, 1285 

(See Highlands.) 
Ramsey, Captain Phineas, Proceedings of Corn- 
wall (New- York) Committee on, - 459 
Petition in favour of, 628 
St. Clair, Arthur, Letter to Governour Penn, on 
the possession of the Fort at Pittsburgh by 
the Indians, - 717 
St. John's — 

Preparations for defence, 12, 13, 26, 136, 434, 468 
Gen. Schuyler prepares to attack, 11, 17, 19, 141 
Gen. Schuyler intends soon to attack, 242, 433, 434 
Troops embark for Isle-Aux-Noix, - - 467 
Approach within a mile and a half of, and 

retreat, 669,672 

Gen. Montgomery encamps near the Fort, 797 
Besieged, - - - 841,952,1065,1095 
Chambly taken, - - 1124, '32, '95, 1207 
Governour Carleton and Colonel Maclean 

preparing for its relief, - - 1185, '87 

Account of attack, published in the London 

Gazette, 798 

Surrender, - - 1208, 1342, '43, '44, '92 
Order of General Washington on receiving 
news of surrender, .... 1613 
Salt, Manufacture of, encouraged in Maryland, - 116 

In North-Carolina, 211 

Resolution of Continental Congress to en- 
courage the importation of, - - - 1963 
Saltpetre — 

Tobacco used for making, - 372, 1102, 1253 
Manufacture of, encouraged in Rhode-Island, 232 

In New- Jersey, 1233 

In Virginia, 1102 

In North-Carolina, 209 

In Maryland, - - - 116,446,1117 

Massachusetts, - 359, 1456, 1491, 1493, 1504 
Large quantities discovered in Massachusetts, 994 
Large quantities obtained in Maryland, - 1 253 
Report to New- York Congress, - - 523 

Benjamin Baker on manufacturing, - 1271,1280 
His proposals not accepted, ... 1317 
Continental Congress recommend to be pro- 
cured from the West-Indies, - - 1901 
Proceedings on the above, in New- York 
Congress, ------ 1315 

In Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, - 1830 
Continental Congress recommend the manu- 
facture of, to all the Colonies, - - 1916 
Same read in Pennsylvania Assembly, - 1793 
Petition to Pennsylvania Assembly on the 

manufacture of, - - - - 1767 

Committee of Inquiry, - 1768 

Report, 1794 

Sayre, Rev. John, his reasons for declining to sign 

the Fairfield, Connecticut, Association, - 143 
Sayre, Stephen, committed to the Tower of Lon- 
don, on a charge of High Treason, - 1142 

Discharged, - 1144 

Scammel, Alexander, appointed to do the duty of 

Brigade Major, - - - - - 250 
Commissioned, ----- 1883 



Letter to General Sullivan, 



1173 



Schuyler, Major General Philip- 
Letters to Governour Trumbull, 17,97. 135, 469, 
761, 1033, 1054, 1426, 1603 
To General Washington, 50, 442, 467, 751, 808, 
1035, 1066, 1195, 1373, 1395, 1602, 1692 
To New- York Congress, - 141, 177, 212, 243, 

841,1195 

To Continental Congress, 11, 48, 669-672, 738- 

744, 839, 796, 826, 951-955, 1065, 1093-99, 

1124, 1130, 139Q, 1520-1529, 1595-1602, '17 

To Benjamin Franklin, - 242 

ToR. H.Lee, 1108 

Scotland, emigration from, to Ameriea, prohibited, 655, 776 
Sears, Captain Isaac, Enters New- York at the head 
of a Troop of Horse, and destroys Riving- 

ton's Office, 1707 

Cited to appear before the New-York Com- 
mittee, to answer for the same, - - 1626 
Secrecy, Oath of, Proceedings on, in New- York Con- 
gress, --.._- 547 
In Continental Congress, - - - 1915 
Selman, Captain John, Schooner Franklin, Instruc- 
tions to, ----- - 1076 

(See Brougkton.) 
Sheep, Resolution respecting killing of, in Maryland, 1 17 
In Pennsylvania, ----- 235 

Shirreff, C, St. Augustine, to William Shirreff, - 788 
To General Robertson, - - - - 788 

Slaves, Governour Martin's Letter on arming, - 8 
Concealed in Fort Johnston, North-Carolina, 40 
Hanged and burned in Charlestown, South- 
Carolina, - - - - - -180 

Report that the Ministry intend setting free, 256 
Carried off by Lord Dunrnore, - 373 

An Act for the gradual abolition of, proposed 

in Providence Town Meeting, - - 453 
Recaptured at New-London, Connecticut, - 673 
EKcluded from trie American Army, - 1161 

Incited to Insurrection, - 1011, 1190 

Declared free by Lord Dunrnore, - - 1385 
Attempts to suppress traffick in, - - 1387 
Smith, Lieutenant Charles, Deserter, advertisement 

for the apprehension of, 20 

Small Pox, Proceedings in Massachusetts House of 
Representatives on preventing the spread 

of, 279, 1454 

Application to New- York Congress for per- 
mission to inoculate for, refused, - - 916 
South- Carolina — ■ 

Intrigues of British Officers in, - - ISO, 621 
State of affairs in, - - - 214,258,621 
Declaration by the Provincial Congress, - 1606 
Preservation of Publick Records, - - 1608 
Committee of Safety to W. H. Drayton, 754, 819 
Preparations for defence of Charlestown, - 180 
Attack expected, ----- 754 
Committee to Governour Campbell, - - 846 
Affidavit of Moses Cotter on seizure of Pow- 
der by Patrick Cunningham, - - 1339 
Spirituous Liquors, New-Hampshire Congress dis- 
countenance the extravagant use of, - 520 
Spy, supposed, from Boston, sent to General Wash- 
ington, 1402 

Stamp Act, oppressive effects of, in Ireland, - 619 

States General of the United Provinces, Prohibit 
the exportation of Arms and Ammunition 
to the English Colonies, - - - 156 
Stephens, Francis, Ordnance Store Keeper, Letter 

to General Gage, ... 96, 557 

To George Wray, 221 

Stirling, Lord, Correspondence with Governour 

Franklin, 656-659 

Same laid on the table in Provincial Congress, 1218 
Suspended from the Council by Governour 

Franklin, 1872 

Appointed by Congress Colonel of First Bat- 
talion, New-Jersey, ... - 1911 
Orders to the two Battalions to march to the 

Highlands, 1623 

To Hendrick Fisher, to procure Arms, - 1691 
Letter from John McKesson, - - - 1719 
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Stonington, attack on, - - 461,470,471,472 

Troops stationed at, ... - 673 
Stringer, Samuel, appointed Director of the Hospi- 
tal for tbe Northern Army, - - 443, 1880 
Strong, Jedediah, Letters to Governour Trumbull, 

on scarcity of Tow Cloth, - - 225, 454 
Sullivan, Brigadier- General John, Letters to Gene- 
ral Washington, - - - - 15, 1067 

To New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, 
on complaints of the Troops, - 779,948 

Engaged in defending Portsmouth, - 1209, 1252 

Ordered to return to Camp, - 1255 

Instructions, ------ 1396 

Ordered to seize Officers of Government at 
Portsmouth, ----- 1538 
Susquehannah, conflicting claims of Settlers on — 

Letter from Connecticut Delegates in Conti- 
nental Congress to Zebulon Butler, - 10 

Letter from Zebulon Butler, Westmoreland, 
to Ellis Hughes, - - - 221,259 

Arrival of a body of three hundred Men from 
Connecticut, - 774, 807 

Remarks of Governour Trumbull, relative to 
the same, ------ 1530 

Pennsylvania Delegates directed to bring the 
subject before the Congress, - 876 

Memorial of a Committee of Northumber- 
land and Northampton Counties to Penn- 
sylvania Assembly, - - - 1770 

Report of a Committee on the above, - 1777 

Resolves of the Assembly, ... 1780 

Result of an interview with Zebulon Butler, 1799 

Subject referred to the Delegates from Penn- 
sylvania and Connecticut, - 1892 

Connecticut Delegates request it may be re- 
ferred to a Committee appointed out of 
the other Colonies, - 1896 

Committee appointed, - - - - 1897 

Report, 1906 

Congress request the Assemblies of Pennsyl- 
vania and Conned icut to take the most 
speedy and effectual measures to prevent 
hostilities, - - - - -, - 1906 

Committee from the Assembly of Pennsylva- 
nia, to inquire upon what information the 
above Resolve is founded, - - - 1911 

Affidavits presented by the Connecticut 

Delegates, 1964-1968 

Congress recommend the parties to cease 

hostilities, ------ 1956 

Connecticut requested not to permit further 

settlement of the Lands in dispute, - 1959 
Tar and Feathers, - - - 173,174,823,1551 
Tea, use of, forbidden in Westchester County, New- 
York, 150 

Proceedings in Massachusetts on persons 
selling, 729, 937 

Letter from New- York Delegates to Com- 
mittee of Safety, - 750 

Destroyed in Nova-Scotia, ... 780 

Proceedings in Rhode-Island to prevent the 

selling of, - - - . - - - 975 

Proceedings in Fairfield, on James Hayt, 
charged with having imported, - - 1254 

Petition of James Ready, praying for satis- 
faction for a quantity taken from him, - 1441 

Memorials to Continental Congress, - - 1896 
Tents, scarcity of, 17, 19, 50, 135, 433, 447, 451, 469, 
Test, to be signed hy the Members of the Provincial 

Congress of North-Carolina, - - 187 

Ticonderoga, condition of Troops at, 46, 48, 50, 51, 434 

General Schuyler wishes to know whether 
to keep possession of, - - - - 177 
Tobacco, to be used for making Saltpetre, - 372, 1 102 

Large quantities of Saltpetre obtained from, 1253 
Tonyn, Patrick, Governour of Florida, Letters to 

General Gage, - - - 703, 745, 833 

To Admiral Graves, - - - - 706 

Proclamation, offering reward for the appre- 
hension of the persons concerned in taking 
Powder from Biigantine Betsy, - - 705 



Tories, Proceedings on, &ic. — 

In New-Hampshire, - 1252 

Massachusetts, - 91, 247, 462, 894, 937, 1160, 

1125, 1251, 1266, 1511, 1563 

Rhode-Island, 983 

Connecticut, - - 641, 852, 941, 955, 1254 
New- York, 134, 458,737,823, 1305, 1552, 1707 

New-Jersey, 951 

Pennsylvania, ... - 170, 985 

Maryland, 819 

Virginia, - - 939,1138,1191,1193 

South-Carolina, - 456, 621 

The Monitor, 1734 

Treason, Stephen Sayre committed to the Tower of 

London, on a charge of, ... 1142 
Trent, Major William, refutation of a scandalous 

charge against, ----- 1204 

Trumbull, Jonathan, Governour of Connecticut, Let- 
ters to General Washington, - 57, 70, 87, 
97, 647, 718, 988, 1254 
To General Schuyler, 19, 70, 159, S41, 1545 
To New-York Congress relative to Tents, - 224 
Answer, ------ 556 

Further answer, ----- 567 

Requested to furnish an estimate of expense 

of the Army during the winter, - - 965 
To Continental Congress, - 988, 1082, 1529, 

Letter from Lieutenant Gibbson the distresses 

of the sick Soldiers for want of Provisions, 1006 
To New-York Congress, in answer to an ap- 
plication for Powder, (See Powder?) - 1051 
Complaint of sick Troops from St. John's, - 1068 
Letter from J. Young, requesting instructions 

relative to the Sick, ... - 1074 
Directed by Gen. Washington to seize Offi- 
cers of Government, - - - - 1538 

Report of Jedediah Elderkin, on fortifying 
New-London, ----- 1560 

Trumbull, Jonathan, Jr., Deputy Paymaster General, 

Letter from New- York Congress, - - 565 
Answer, ------ 450 

Read in Congress, - - - - 565 

Recommended by Governour Trumbull to 
General Schuyler, ... - 842 
Trumbull, Joseph, Commissary General, Letter to 

Continental Congress, - - - - 14 

To Eliphalet Dyer, on the extreme scarcity 

of Money, 778 

To Gen. Washington, for a supply of Cash, 1254 
Answer of General Washington, - - 1336 
To same, on preparations for the subsistence 

of the Army, 1617 

Tryon, William, Governour of New-York, Letter 

from E. Fanning to New- York Congress, 

relative to release of his steward, - - 262 

Committee appointed to inquire of him 

whether General Gage intends removing 

to New- York, 540 

Guard strengthened, - - - 558 

Proclamations, - - - 640, 838, 1263 
Makes inquiries about the Fortifications in 

the Highlands, 796 

Correspondence with the Mayor, relative to 

the seizure of his person, - - 1052-1054 
Letter from Continental Congress to New- 
York Congress, in regard to the same, - 1311 
Answer, ------ 1314 

Tudor, William, appointed Judge Advocate of the 

Continental Army, 33 

Represents to General Washington the ar- 
duous duties of the office, - 245 
Remarks on the Rules and Articles for the 

government of the Continental Troops, - 1163 
Tapper, Major, Letter to General Gates, giving an 

account of expedition to the Light-House, 19 
Receives thanks of General Washington for 

his conduct at the Light-House, - - 34 
Orders to seize two Vessels loading with 

Provisions for the enemy, - - - 1125 

Receives thanks of the General for his suc- 
cess in the enterprise, - - - - 1198 



2007 
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2008 



Vandeput, Captain George, Letters to the Mayor of 

New- York, relative to firing from Asia, 

man-of-war, - - - 

Committee appointed to examine Witnesses 

and take Affidavits, - - - - 

Eleven Affidavits read, proving that the first 

firing began from the Asia, man-of-war, - 

Committee on the best mode of supplying 

Ship Asia with Provisions, - 
To be supplied with Provisions from Gover- 
nour's Island, - - - - - 

Further proceedings on the same, 
Denies the charge of having fixed his own 
price upon Provisions, - - - - 

Captain Tiley taken from stage boat and car- 
ried on board Man-of-War, 
Committee permit Ship Asia to be supplied 
with Medicines, - - - - - 

William Becker confined in irons, 
Van Schaick, Colonel Goose, Letter to New- York 
Congress, urging the want of Arms, &ic, 
Answer, ------ 

Van Vlecfc , Abraham II., Proceedings of New- York 
Committee on, - 
Confession, ------ 

Varnum, Colonel, his reply to a complaint of neglect 
of duty, ------ 

Vessels, Armed — 

Equipped by General Washington, (See 
Moijlan, Broughton, Captures.) 
Pennsylvania — 

List of, for defence of the Delaware, - 
Muster-Master of the Fleet appointed, 
Paymaster of the Fleet appointed, 
Surgeon and Physician to the Fleet, - 
Military Stores for,- - 
Ships' Husband to the Fleet, - - - 
Instructions for the Commanders, 
Arms delivered to the respective Captains, - 
Captain Thomas Read recommended for 
Commodore, ----- 

Second Lieutenant to each, authorized, 
Bounty allowed to Seamen, - - - 
Provincial Ship of War, purchase of one 
proposed, ------ 

Committee authorized to contract for one, of 
eighteen Guns, - - - - - 

Pest- House on Province Island, Hospital for 
Seamen, ------ 

Continental — 
Committee to prepare an estimate of expense, 
Ordered to be fitted out, - - - 1896, 
Committee to fit out, - 
Committee empowered to draw on the Trea- 
surers, ------ 

Rules for Regulation of, - 
Rules adopted, - 
Others to be taken into service, 
Form of Commission to be prepared, 
Officers to be appointed, and pay of the same, 
Pay of Seamen, - 

Powder requested of Pennsylvania Commit- 
tee of Safety, - - 
Officers appointed by the Committee, 
Secret Instructions to be given to the Com- 
mander, ------ 

Instructions to Rhode-Island Delegates, to 
endeavour to procure the building of a 
Continental Fleet, - - - - 

Instructions laid before Congress, 
Committee to devise ways and means for ef- 
fecting the same, - 
Report, ------ 

Committee to carry said Report into execu- 
tion, ------- 

Committee empowered to draw on the Trea- 
surers, ------ 

Of the Enemy — 
Capture and confiscation of, authorized by 

Congress, 1927, 

Act of Massachusetts, - 
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1888 

1948 
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Virginia — 

Continental Congress recommend to esta- 
blish Government, if necessary, - - 1941 
Committee of Safety, - - - - 384, 
435,757, 1102,1190, 1659 
Convention, ----- 365-430 
Letters stating proceedings in the same, 456, 1064 
Accomack County. Proceedings on violator of 

the Association, ----- 935 
Albemarle County. Invitation to inhabitants 

of Lower Counties - 1681 

Amelia County. The same, ... 686 
Augusta County. Proceedings on Tory, - 939 
Botetourt County. Vote of thanks to Colonel 



Christian, - 
Caroline County. 

and Regulars, 
Charlotte County. 



Officers for Minute-Men 



982 



692 



- 1623 



1178 

1178 

1560 



Invitation to inhabitants of 
Lower Counties, - - - 

Thomas Johnson voted an enemy to America, 1690 
Chesterfield County. Offer accommodations to 
sufferers from Norfolk, - 

Militia Officers, - - - - - 

Dinwiddle County. Prohibit Provision to be 

carried from the County, without permit, 

Elizabeth City County. Hampton threatened 

with an attack, - - - - 679, 722 

Proceedings on suspected person, - - 985 

Committees chosen, - 1652 

EssexCounty. Proceedings on suspected person, 218 

Fairfax County. Donations for the Poor of 

Boston, ------ 

Application to Continental Congress, praying 
them to encourage the importation of Salt, 
Gloucester County. Militia Officers nominated, 
Goochland County. Invitation to the inhabi- 
tants of the Lower Counties, 
Hanover County. Recantation of T. Anderson, 
Resolution to prevent the enemy from being 
supplied with Provisions, - 
Henrico County. Zachariah Rowland declared 

a friend to America, - 
Isle-of- Wight County. Mary Easson declared 

an enemy to America, - 

James City County. On supplying Men of 
War with Provisions, - - - - 

On arrangement of Minute-Men, 

General Orders, - - - - - 

Scotius Americanus to the Emigrants lately 

arrived from Scotland, - 
Plain Observations of a Farmer, on the 
commercial opposition of the Colonies, 
King George County. Officers of Minute-Men 
and Regulars, - - - - - 

Mecklcnburgh County. Invitation to the inha- 
bitants of the Lower Counties, 
Middlesex County. Order concession of Charles 
Neilson to be published, - 
John Morgan held forth to publick censure, 
Nansemond County. Messrs. Donaldson 8t 
Hamilton declared not to have violated 
the Association, - - - - - 

Betsy Hunter and others advertised as ene- 
mies to America, - 
Norfolk County. Proceeding on Tories, 66, 431 , 444 
Majority of the inhabitants Tories, 1191, 1193 
Correspondence between the Mayor and 

Captain Macartney, - 92-95 

Editor of the Norfolk Gazette threatened to 

be carried on board the Sloop Otter, - 697 
Publications, urging the burning the Mercury, 

man-of-war, - 755, 756 

Printing materials seized and carried off, 847, 923 
Remarks on the same, - - - 1072, 1137 
Mr. Holt to the Publick, - - - - 1031 

Letter from Walter Hatton to N. Coffin, Re- 
ceiver-General and Cashier of His Majes- 
ty's Customs, ----- 1622 

Letter from Capt. Leslie to General Howe, 1716 
Northampton County. Letter to Continental 

Congress, ------ 1669 
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Virginia — 

Prince Edward County. Approve proceedings 

of Convention, ----- 1192 
Committee chosen, - - - - 1616 

Princess Anne County. Abjure the authority 
of those factious men styled Congress, and 
promise allegiance to the King, - - 1671 
Spottsylvania County. Officers of Minute-Men 

and Regulars, - - - - 642 

Advertisement for Gunsmiths, - - - 700 
Committee chosen, ... - 1570 

Stafford County. Officers of Minute-Men and 

Regulars, - 642 

Sussex County. Proceedings on the Chairman 
of the Committee for using certain ex- 
pressions, ------ 794 

West Augxisla County. Acquit Major Trent of 

certain charges, ----- 1204 

Wagon-Master General, John Goddard appointed, 249 
Instructions to, 809 

Walker, Mr., thrown in irons by Gov. Carleton, 1 185, 1 187 
Wallace, Captain, account of firing upon Bristol, 

Rhode-Island, - - - - 990, 1108 

Wanton, Joseph, Act to prevent from acting as Go- 
vernour, continued in force, - - - 233 
Washington, General — 

Letters to R. H. Lee, - - 455, 1249, 1687 
To Robert C. Nicholas, - - - - 955 

To John Augustine Washington, - 685, 1054 
To Colonel Woodford, - - - - 1428 

To Colonel Reed, - - 1405, 1618, 1702 

To General Howe, - - - - 240 

To Committee of Safety of New-Hampshire, 38 

To the Council of Massachusetts-Bay, 58, 59, 

147, 642, 965, 1208, 1335, 1492, 1499 

To the General Court of Massachusetts-Bay, 842, 

1255, 17 11 

To General Schuyler, - - 144, 213, 676 

945, 976, 1196, 1368, 1569, 1703 

To Governour Cooke, - - 36, 137, 653, 

728, 964, 1055, 1250 

To Governour Trumbull, - 37, 137, 632, 

675, 683, 759, 1055, 1249, 1335, 1538, 1562 

To New- York Congress, - 71, 82, 462 

To Continental Congress, 26-33, 243-247, 662, 

760-768, 852, 956-963, 1037-1048, 

1151-1153, 1256, 1332,1402,1608, 

1697, 1721 

From Continental Congress, 804, 847, 950, 1118 

Watson, Brook, Letters from, - - - 1599-1602 

Watson, William, Agent at Plymouth, Instructions, 1083 

To General Washington, on disposal of Wine 

obtained from wrecked Vessel, 1345, 1537 

Answers, 1377, 1604 

To General Washington ; Prizes taken by 
' Captain Coit, ----- 1378 

Answer, ------ 1406 

Orders to despatch Vessels to sea, - - 1420 
To Stephen Moylan, - 1658 



Watson, William, to General Washington, - - 1713 
Wentworth, John, Governour of New-Hampshire, 

Correspondence with Theodore Atkinson, 92 
Proclamation further proroguing the Assem- 
bly, 771 

Wentworth, Colonel Joshua, Letter from S. Moy- 
lan, - - - - - - - 1327 

West-Indies, Permit of General Washington, to im- 
port Powder from, - 744 
Continental Congress recommend Powder to 

be procured from, - 1901 

Proceedings of New- York Congress, - - 1315 
Pennsylvania Committee of Safety, - - 1830 
Wetherhead] John, denies having given information 

relative to removing Guns from Battery, - 724 
Wheelock, Rev. Eleazer, Letter to Gen. Washington, 1069 
White, Alexander, Sheriff of Tryon County, New- 
York, driven off by the inhabitants, - 50 
Taken prisoner, ... - 86, 136 
Arrives at Albany, ----- 151 

Arrested for debt, ----- 223 

Letter from Sir John Johnson, - - - 223 
Statement of his case read in Congress, - 564 
Fears of his escape, ... - 661 

Petition of his wife, - - - 923 

Whole matter referred to Albany Committee, 1270 
White Eyes, Captain, Speech of Lord Dunmore to, 72 
Speech to, in Continental Congress, - - 1953 
Willard, Dr. Nahum, Recantation of, - - - 463 
Williams, Dr. John, Letter to New- York Congress, 81 
Wood, Abiel, Proceedings of Pownalborough Com- 
mittee on, ----- 151-156 

Other Committees testify to his innocence, 941 
Philadelphia Committee refuse to deal with, 1263 
Woodford, William, appointed Colonel of the Third 

Regiment of Virginia Forces, - - 375 
Letter from Gen. Washington, advising how 
to conduct as an officer, ... 1428 
Wooster, Brigadier-General David, Letters to Go- 
vernour Trumbull, - - 73, 134, 262 
Ordered to send Troops to Long-Island, - 523 
Ordered to remain on Long-Island, - - 532 
Ordered to return to Harlem, - 536 

Answer to the above order, - - 441, 562 
Letter to General Washington, - - 453 

Washington's Reply, ... - 632 
Correspondence with New-York Committee 
of Safety, relative to sending a detachment 
to the Highlands, ... - 734 

Ordered to Albany, ... - 749 

Answer, ------ 778 

To General Washington, - - - - 826 

Letter from Continental Congress, - - 1105 

Holds Court-Martial, at Fort George, - 1065 

Letter from Gen. Schuyler, and his Reply, 1107 

Vote of thanks, by Continental Congress, - 1718 

Wynkoop, Jacobus, Letter to New- York Congress, 140 

Wyoming, (See Susquehannah.) 

Zubly,Jiev.J.J., Letter to the Earl of Dartmouth, 634 
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CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC, 

. Letter from Richard Henry Lee to General 
Washington. Suggests the construction of 
Batteries at the entrance of Boston Harbour. 
Six tons of Powder has been forwarded to the 
Camp, and it is proposed to send six or eight 
tons more, _..--- 

Letter to a Gentleman in Philadelphia, from 
Fredericktown, in Maryland. Captain Cre- 
sap's Company of Riflemen have arrived from 
the Mountains; their great dexterity in shoot- 
ing with the Rifle, - 

Letter from Philadelphia to a Gentleman in Lon- 
don. The arbitrary rabble of America do not 
desire an union with the Mother Country; 
the present breach is part of a system formed 
here before the late war: they are making 
great preparations for defence; the Govern- 
ment must act quickly, or the contest will be 
the stronger, 

Address of sundry Officers at Ciown Point, in 
favour of Jeremiah Halsey, late Commodore 
of all the Armed Vessels on the Northern 
Lakes, _.----- 

Bounties in Land to Soldiers enlisting in the Com- 
pany of Roval Highland Emigrants, at Glue- 
beck, .------ 

Letter from Elbridge Gerry to General Wash- 
ington. Only thirty-six thousand of the two 
hundred thousand Musket Cartridges, demand- 
ed by General Lee, can be furnished at pre- 
sent: more Powder is soon expected from the 
West- Indies: there are but two tons of Lead, 
and no Flints in the Store, - - - - 

Letter from Colonel Baldwin to Colonel Joseph 
Reed. A large detachment is passing ever 
from Boston to Cbarlestown, - 
Letter from Thomas Life, Agent for the Colony 
of Connecticut, in London, to Governour 
Trumbull, informing him of the proceedings 
in the Susquehannah Case, before the Lords 
of Trade, 

Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to Lord Dun- 
more. The hope held out by Lord Dunmore, 
in his Letter of the 1st of May, that he should 
be able to collect, from among the Indians, Ne- 
groes, and other persons, a force sufficient to 
subdue rebellion, or at least defend the Govern- 
ment, was very encouraging: with the supply 
of Arms now sent, and a greater Naval force, 
the King's Government in Virginia may yet 
be maintained, ------ 

Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to General 
Gage. The King intends to have in America, 
early next Spring, an Army of twenty thou- 
sand men, exclusive of Canadians and Indians, 
Encloses a Letter to Colonel Johnson, contain- 
ing His Majesty's commands for engaging a 
body of Indians, and gives his views at large 
on the future plan of operations. - 
Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to General 
Gage, requiring him to return to England im- 
mediately, ------ 

Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to General 
Howe, informing him that General Gage has 
been recalled, and enclosing him a Commis- 
sion, appointing him Commander-in-Chief in 
tiie Colonies lying upon the Atlantick Ocean, 



Aug. 2, Resolutions of the Committee of Newbern, North- 
Carolina, on Governour Martin's Letter to Mr. 
De Rosset, of June 24, in which he avows his 
intention of arming the Slaves, - 

2, Letter from a Clergyman in Maryland to his 
friend in England. The conduct of the Mi- 
nistry has hastened the separation of the Co- 
lonies from Great Britain: the Ministerial 
Agents are endeavouring to arouse the Indians 
against the Colonies: General Carleton is 
using every method to embody the Canadians 
against them ; and Lord Dunmore and the Cap- 
tains of the Men-of-War have been tampering 
with the Negroes, - 

2, Letter from the Connecticut Delegates in the 
Continental Congress to Zebulon Butler, at 
Wyoming, pressing upon the inhabitants the 
necessity of peace, and urging them by no 
means to disturb the persons or property of 
those settled under the Proprietaries of Penn- 
sylvania, ...... 

2, Letter to the Provincial Congress of New- York, 
from their Delegates in the Continental Con- 
gress, informing them that they have obtained 
an Order on the Continental Treasury, in their 
favour, for one hundred and seventy-five thou- 
sand Dollars, ------ 

2, Letter from General Schuyler to the President of 
Congress. Ticonderoga in a most defenceless 
condition, and the Sloop of very little service. 
He suggests the appointment of a Committee 
to examine the country.and report whether that 
or any other place ought to be fortified, 

2, Deposition of John Duguid, - 

2, Deposition of John Shatforth, - 

2, Paper delivered to General Schuyler by Cap- 
lain Smith, showing the condition of the Sloop 
Enterprise, then lying at Crown Point, 

2, Letter from Joseph Trumbull, Commissary- Gen- 
eral, to the President of Congress, 

2, Letter from Elbridge Gerry to General Wash- 
ington, informing him of the arrangements 
made to furnish him with Powder, Balls, and 
Flints, 

2, Letter from General Sullivan to General Wash- 

ington, informing him of the state of the Ma- 
gazine for the New-Hampshire Troops, 

3, New- York Committee: Colonel McDougall re- 

quired to appoint a guard to take charge of Mr. 
Sinclair, Lieutenant- Governour of Michili- 
mackinack. Mr. Archer, who had propagated 
a report that the Continental Congress had 
declared the Colonies independent after the 
LOth of March next, cannot be found, 

3, Letter from the Committee of Brookhaven to the 
Provincial Congress of New- York, giving an 
account of the conduct of sundry persons with- 
in the limits of the Committee, 

3, Memorial of Captain David Lyon to the Pro- 
vincial Congress of New- York, - 

3, Letter from Peter T. Curtenius to the New- York 
Congress, _--... 

3, Letter from Capt. John Lamb to P. T. Curtenius, 

3, Letter from General Schuyler to Governour 
Trumbull. The enemy's naval strength will 
probably prevent his going down the Sorel to 
St. John's. The Troops sicken alarmingly 
last, and, without Tents, they must suffer in- 
credibly, ------- 
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Letter from Ethan Allen to Governour Trum- 
bull, - 17 

Letter from Samuel Mott to Governour Trum- 
bull. Preparations making by General Carle- 
ton to invade the Colonies. At St. John's there 
are forty Indians, and at Montreal five hundred, 
to join the Regulars. The reason of our not 
being in better preparation here is owing to 
the negligence of New- York. The General 
drives on things as fast as he can, considering 
the hindrances he has; but what can be done 
in the war with but few Men, and less Provi- 
sions and Ammunition, and not a Tent to en- 
camp the Men in? - - - - - 18 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to General 
Schuyler, 19 

Committee of the District of Cambridge, Hoo- 
sack, and Bennington, held in Wallurnscoclc : 
Resolve that the Civil Law shall continue as 
heretofore ; and disapprove and protest against 
all .unlawful Assemblies, and declare any 
person suspected of being a Tory entitled to a 
trial, - 894 

Letter from Major Tapper to General Gates, giv- 
ing him an account of the expedition to the 
Light-House, ------ 19 

Advertisement for the apprehension of Lieuten- 
ant Charles Smith, from Hebron, in Connec- 
ticut, 20 

Resolution of the Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
Committee, directing a Return to be made to the 
Committee of Safety, of all the Officers of Mi- 
litary Association, and also a Return of all the 
Associalors and Non-Associators, - - 20 

Recantation of Thos. Meredith, of Bucks Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, ----- 20 

New- York Committee : Resolve that Mr. Arch- 
er, author of the report, (See August 3,) is 
guilty of a malicious attempt to represent the 
Continental Congress as intending to cast off 
the connection and dependence of the Colonies 
on Great Britain, - - - - 21 

Confession of Abraham H. Van Vleck, - - 21 

Examination of George Coffin, 22 

Letter from Samuel Mott to Governour Trum- 
bull, ...» 22 

Field-officers of the four New- York Regi- 
ments, -------23 

State of the four Regiments raised in the Colo- 
ny of New-York for the Continental Service, 
and the order of their rank, 23 

Letter from Governour Trumbull to the Conti- 
nental Congress, ----- 26 

Letter from General Washington to die Presi- 
dent of Congress. General state and condi- 
tion of the Army, 26 

Return of the Army, dated July 29, - - 30 

Rations allowed to the Soldiers in the Massa- 
chusetts Army, 30 

Rations allowed to the Troops raised by the Co- 
lony of Connecticut, - - - - - 31 

Request of the General Court of Massachusetts 
to General Washington, to order a detachment 
to protect the Eastern parts of the Colony. July 
29, - 31 

Reply of General Washington, dated July 31, 31 

Letter from Boston, (supposed to be from Belcher 
Noyes.) dated August 1, - - - 32 

Two Draughts of the Lines at Charlestown and 
Roxbury, opposite 32 

General Orders, from July 28 to August 4, - 33 

?*linute of a Council of War, August 3, - 36 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Cooke, entreating him to send every pound of 
Powder and Lead that can be spared in the 
Colony: the state of the Army does not admit 
of the least delay; no quantity, however small, 
is beneath notice. Proposes an expedition to 
Bermuda to procure Powder, 36 

Letter from General Washington to Governour 
Trumbull, urging him to forward every ounce 
of Powder io the Colony, that can possibly be 
spared, 37 

Letter from General Washington to the New- 
Hampshire Committee of Safety. There is 
reason to expect the enemy will soon bombard 
our lines : and our stock of Ponder is so small 
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that the heavy Artillery is nearly useless. All 
the Powder that can be spared from the Pro- 
vince should be sent forward as soon as pos- 
sible, 38 

Address from the Council and General Assembly 
of Antigua to the King, _ - - - 33 

Letter from John Shalbrook to Captain Thomas 
Butt. The breach between the disaffected Co- 
lonies and England seems to widen. It will 
cost much to establish her sovereignty over 
America, but it must be done, cost what it may. 
The mild measures of General Gage sprung 
from his feelings of humanity; but this sort of 
man is by no means proper to take the lead in 
such a crisis, ------ 39 

Letter from Charlestown, South-Carolina, to a 
Gentleman in London. Peace will never be es- 
tablished between Great Britain and America, 
until the latter receives a full recognition of 
her rights, The inhabitants will give up all 
their sea-coast Towns, rather than submit to 
the implicit subjugation of the British Parlia- 
ment, 40 

Committee of Newbern, North-Carolina, pro- 
hibit all persons from holding any communica- 
tion with Governour Martin, on pain of being 
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Samuel Freeman chosen Clerk, and sworn into 
office, ------.. 

Divine Service performed by the Rev. Mr, Gor- 
don, ------- 

James Warren chosen Speaker, 

Committee to get the Sermon, delivered this day 
by Mr. Gordon, printed, - 274 

20, Met and adjourned, this having been appointed, 

by the Continental Congress, to be observed as 
a Day of Fasting and Prayer throughout the 
Continent, 275 

21, Counsellors for the Territory of Massachusetts- 

Bav, for the Colony of New-Plymouth, for 
the Province of Maine, and for the Territory 
Iving between the River Sagadahock and No- 
va-Scotia, elected by the House, - - - 275 

Committee on a Letter from Horatio Gales, Ad- 
jutant-General of the American Army, - 276 

Reconsidered, and the Letter of Mr. Gates re- 
ferred to the Council, - 276 

Committee on a Letter from James Sullivan to 
the President of the late Congress, - - 276 

Petition from James Greenleaf and others, rela- 
ting to the cruel confinement of the Inhabitants 
of Boston, 276 

Committee to consider the circumstances of the 
Soldiers raised by this Colony, - 276 

Committee on a Petition from Fryburgh, and on 
the Proceedings of a Meeting of the Town of 
Pownalborough, - 276 

Committee of Safety requested to furnish Gen- 
eral Washington's House, - 277 

Rev. Mr. Gordon elected Chaplain to the House, 277 

Petition of Levi Sheppard and Ebenezer Hunt, 
read and committed, ----- 277 

Committee to prepare a Letter to Generals Tho- 
mas, Whitcomb, and Frye, desiring them to 
continue in the service of the Colony, - - 277 

23, Committee to repair to Salem, to provide for the 

Poor and other Inhabitants of Boston, - - 277 

24, Report on the Petition of William Greenleaf, 

iSx., read, considered, and recommitted, - 273 

Committee on a Petition from St. John's, - - 273 

Committee on a Letter from General Ward, re- 
questing suitable accommodations for himself 
and attendants, ------ 278 

Committee to esaroine all Accounts and Muster- 
Rolls laid before the House, - - - 278 
Petition of Colonel James Easton, - - 278 
Committee on this Petition, and on the Report of 
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a Committee of the late Provincial Congress 
on Colonel Easton's representation of the state 
of his Regiment, ----- 278 

Committee to prepare an Answer to a Letter 
from the Committee of Saybrook, - - 279 

Report of the Committee on the Petition of James 
Greenleaf, &c„ again read and accepted, - 279 

Resolutions providing for the removal of the In- 
habitants of Boston, 279 

Committee to consider the terms on which the 
Town of Salem will consent that the Hospital 
there shall be used for the reception of the Poor 

of Boston, 280 

July 25, Committee to confer with General Ward on the 

subject of his Letter to the House, - - 280 

Vote reconsidered, and the Report of the Commit- 
tee on his Letter read, amended, and accepted, 280 

Committee to inquire of General Ward if it 
would not be as agreeable to make provision 
for himself, 280 

Committee to complete the Powder-House, begun 
by order of the late Provincial Congress, - 280 

Committee of Safety of Salem made Overseers 
of the Poor of Boston, on. their removal to 
the Hospital in that place, - - - - 28 1 

Committee to wait on General Ward instructed 
to desire him to provide himself with proper 
accommodations, - - - - - 281 

Protest of a number of the Inhabitants of Swan- 
zey against the election of Colonel Jer&thmeel 
Bowers, read and rejected, - - - - 281 

Committee to consider a Letter from the Com- 
mittee of Deer- Island, relative to arrival of a 
Man-of-War, and other Vessels, at Penobscot, 28 1 

26, Report of the Committee on the Petition of Col- 

onel Easton, read and accepted, - 282 

Committee to prepare an Address to the Coun- 
cil, on the Petition from Deer-Island, - - 282 

Committee to consider the state of the Armour- 
ers, 282 

Report of the Committee on the Petition of Shep- 
pard and Hunt, read and recommitted, - 283 

Petition of Charles Miller; read and committed, 283 

Committee to consider a new emission of Bills 
of Credit, 283 

Address to the Council on the critical condition 
of the Inhabitants of the Eastern parts of the 
Colony, 284 

Report on the Petition of Sheppard and Hunt, 

again considered, and accepted, - 284 

The two Votes passed yesterday, on General 
Ward's Letter, reconsidered, and Major Haw- 
ley directed to bring in a Resolve expressive 
of the sense of said Votes, - 284 

27, Committee to examine what powers are vested 

in the Committee of Supplies, - - - 285 

Petition of the Committee and Selectmen of 
Bridgewater: read and committed, ' - - 285 

Committee on a Petition of the Committee of In- 
spection for the East Precinct of Pownalbo- 
rough, relative to the conduct of Abiel Wood, 285 

Committee on a Petition of a number of Inhabi- 
tants of the Town of Pownalborough, stating 
their objections to the choice and person of 
Thomas Rice, a member of this House, - 285 

Petition of Luke Perkins, - 286 

28, Committee to procure immediately two hundred 

Axes for the use of the Army, - - - 286 

Committee to devise means for the payment of 
the Soldiers who have not received their ad- 
vance pay, 287 

Petition from the Town of Bristol, - - 287 

Henry Gardner chosen Treasurer and Receiver- 
General, 287 

Committee to prepare a Resolve, requiring the 
Treasurer and Receiver-General to give Bond, 287 

Committee to procure the Journals of this House, 
for five or six years back, - 287 

Committee to wait upon General Washington. 
and request him to inform this House what 
his instructions are with respect to giving out 
Commissions, ------ 287 

Committee appointed to wait on General Wash- 
ington, directed to request him to lay the Mus- 
ter-Roils of the Massachusetts Forces before 
this House, --___. 233 

Committee to consider a Petition of Aphiah Jones, 
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whose husband is confined a prisoner at Ma- 
chias, ------- 288 

Committee on a Petition of several Armourers; 288 

Committee to consider what is necessary to be 
done relative to a Colony Seal, - - - 28 8 

Committee on a Petition of the Selectmen of 
Sherburne, on the Island of Nantucket, pray- 
ing that they may be permitted to supply them- 
selves with the necessaries of life, - - 288 

Message from the Council, recommending an 
increase of the Forces in the Eastern parts of 
the Colony, to prevent the enemy from plun- 
dering the inhabitants, - 288 

Letter to the Continental Congress, enclosing 
the Petition of the Committee of the Town of 
Bristol, 269 

The Council to be considered as Governour, ac- 
cording to the Charter, the Governour and 
Lieutenant or Deputy Governour having ab- 
sented themselves, and refused to govern the 
Province according to the Charter, - - 289 

.JWy29, Report on the Petition from the Town of Bridge- 
water, presented, read, and adopted, - - 289 

Ebenezer Keith, having acted in direct opposi- 
tion to the rights and liberties of the Country, 
is to be kept in custody by the Committee of 
Bridgewater, 289 

Committee to provide a Hospital for the sick and 

wounded of the Army, - 290 

Committee on appointing Apothecaries to take 
care of and compound Medicines for the use 
of the Army, 290 

Committee to consider the Message from the 
Council, relative to the Eastern parts of the 
Colony, 290 

Petition from the Town of Gloucester, read and 
rejected, 291 

Committee to wait on General Washington, and 
know of him if he can send a detachment to 
the Eastern parts of the Colony, to prevent 
the enemy from ravaging the country, and 
plundering the inhabitants^ - - - 291 

Letter from General Washington to the Speak- 
er, enclosing one from Chelsea, in relation to 
the removal of the Inhabitants of Boston, - 292 

30, Committee to repair to Chelsea, and examine into 

the removal of the Inhabitants of Boston, and 
take measures for guarding against the Smali- 
Pox, 292 

31, Report of the Committee, - - - - 293 
Letter from the Committee to the Selectmen and 

Committee of Correspondence of the Town 

of Chelsea, 293 

Committee to bring in a Bill for vacating the 
Commissions of all Civil Officers who have 
been appointed by the Governour and Council, 293 

Resolve obliging the Treasurer and Receiver- 
General to give Bond for One Hundred Thou- 
sand Pounds, - - - - - -294 

Resolve confirming the Proceedings of yester- 
day, the General Court having been adjourned 
on Saturday, the 29th, to this day, Monday, 
the 31st, 295 

Committee on the escape of Bridget Philips, and 
the disposition of her effects, - - - 295 

Committee to bring in a Resolve, directing the 
Treasurer and Receiver- General to give Bond 
for Fifty Thousand Pounds, instead of One 

Hundred Thousand, 295 

August Committee to consider the Victualling of the 
1, Army, and examine into any supposed defi- 
ciencies, - 296 

Resolve requiring the Treasurer and Receiver- 
General to give Bond for Fifty Thousand 
Pounds, 296 

Accounts against Gen. Washington, for Horse 
hire, Wagon hire, &c, received, and referred 
to the Committee of Accounts, - 297 

Committee of Supplies to furnish the Town of 
Newburyport with a quantity of Shot, - 297 

Committee to consider the situation of our 
Friends in Boston, 297 

Accounts of John Derby and Richard Derby, 
Jun., for hire, &c, of the Schooner Quero, 
from Salem to Great Britain, and back, with 
Depositions relative to the Batile of Lexing- 
ton : Read, and ordered to be paid, - - 298 



Committee on a Memorial of Colonel Benedict 
Arnold, 298 

August Report of the Committee on the situation of our 

2, Friends in Boston, ----- 299 
Petition of Benjamin Ames, a Captain in Colo- 
nel Frye's Regiment, _ - - - 300 

Resolve for procuring Powder for the Army, 
presented by Major Hawley, (the Galleries 
being first cleared,) read and adopted, - - 300 

Committee to confer with Lewis, a Chief of the 
Caughnawaga Tribe of Indians, who is now 
in Town, 301 

3, Report of this Committee, of their conference 

with Lewis, - - - - - -301 

Report of the Committee on the situation of the 
Eastern parts of the Colony, read and ac- 
cepted, - 302 

Committee to inquire into the cause of General 
Sullivan's taking a House in Mystick for a 
Hospital, ------ 303 

Committee to repair immediately to Chelsea, to 
make provision for the poor distressed In- 
habitants of Boston, now coming over Win- 
nisimit Ferry, ----- 304 

Resolve approving the conduct of the Commit- 
tee for East Pownalborough. in regard to 
Abiel Wood, - - - ' - - - 304 

Petition of Captain John Stevens, with a Roll 
of his Company, under Colonel Arnold, at the 
reduction of Ticonderoga, - 305 

Petition of the Committee of the Town of Cam- 
den, in Penobscot- Bay, read and committed, 305 

Captain Wright's Account, in Colonel Arnold's 
Regiment, ordered to be paid, - - - 305 

Andrew Craigie appointed to take charge of the 
Medical Store in Watertown, - - - 306 

Receiver- General directed to keep an exact and 
particular account of all Moneys paid by him 
to Officers of the Army, - - - * - 306 

4, Bill for removing all the Officers of this Colo- 

ny, both Civil and Military, read the first time, 307 
Resolves requiring certain Towns to deliver up 

their stock of Powder for the use of the Army, 307 
Committee of Supplies directed to furnish to the 
Town of Camden, two hundred bushels of In- 
dian Corn, 308 

Committee to take care of the Poor of Boston, 
who may go to Salem, - 309 

5, Committee to fix the pay of Teamsters, for trans- 

porting the Poor of Boston and their effects, 309 
Committee on a Letter from Justin Ely, of West 
Springfield, relative to the Donations for the 

1'oor of Boston, 309 

Petition of Prince Goreham, of Barnstable, - 309 
Device for the Colony Seal reported by the Com- 
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Resolve agreeing to release Jones and Hicks, as 
required by General Gage, in exchange for 
John Gill and others, confined in Boston, - 310 
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Officers, read the third time, passed, and sent 
to the Council for concurrence, - - - 311 
Letter from Colonel Baldwin, relating to three 
Women who came over Winnisimit Ferry, 
from Boston, 312 

6, Committee on the Letter from General Wash- 

ington, relative to the Inhabitants coming out 

of Boston, 312 

7, Report of the Committee on Colonel Arnold's 

Account, - - - - - - -313 

Committee to attend the landing of the People 
from Boston, 313 

Committee to examine the three Women brought 
to the House on Saturday, the 5th instant, - 313 

Letter from General Washington, relative to the 
Soldiers who absent themselves from the 
Army, 314 

Report of the Committee appointed to examine 
the three Women, - - - - - 314 

Committee on the Resolves of the Continental 
Congress, for establishing a Militia through- 
out the Continent, - - - - - 315 

8, Committee on a Memorial of William Hunt, re- 

lative to sundry articles which belonged to 
Lady Frankland, - - - - - 3 1 5 
Committee on a Resolve of Congress, relative to 
killing Sheep and Lambs, - - - - 315 
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Mr. Holt's Paper, is furnished with a certifi- 
cate of his acquittal, ----- g§4 

Mr. Holt's paragraph, the certificate of the Com- 
mittee, and the remarks of Mr. Holt, - - 884 

Anonymous Letter, attributed to Theophilus 
Bache, of this City, merchant, and addressed to 
Major Moncrief, Boston, presented and read, 884 

Mr. Bache ordered to attend, to be examined re- 
specting the Letter, - 884 

John Griffiths appointed to go to the neighbour- 
hood of Goshen, and examine the Lead Mines 
there. -.--.._ g 85 

Letter from the Committee for Suffolk County, 
dated August 31, 885 

Passport and letter of safe conduct ordered for 
Joseph Johnson, a Mohegan Preacher, - 886 

George Bethune, now of Jamaica, in Queen's 
County, late of Boston, suspected of carrying 
on a correspondence with the Army and Navy, 
is ordered to be arrested, - - - 886 

The Mayor requested to demand the immediate 
release of William Becker, a citizen, now con- 
fined in irons on board the Asia, - - - 887 

Letter from General Washington, requesting Am- 
munition, read and filed, - 337 

Abraham Lawrence, of Queen's County, taken 
into custody some days ago, brought before 
the Committee, examined, reprimanded, and 
discharged, ------ 887 

Letter to General Washington, They have nnt 
Powder enough for the necessary defence of 
the Colony, ------ 887 

Certificate to Robert C. Livingston, who is about 
to sail for England, 888 

Papers found on Mr. Bethune examined, and he 
is discharged on his parole of honour to deli- 
ver himself.up. when required, - 889 

Parole of Captain William Kelly, of the Second 
Battalion of His Majesty's Royal American 
Regiment, ------ 359 

Letter to the Delegates in Congress from Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, respecting George Bethune, - 889 

Committee agree with James Byers for makino- 
Bi'tfss Field-Pieces, at the rate of four Slur- 
lings per pound, - go^ 

Committee to superintend the casting and proving 
the Field-Pieces, - 890 

Samuel Wells, of Cumberland County, brought 

before the Committee and examined, - - 890 
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Sept, 13, Letter fromthe Committee ofWestcheater County, 

Affidavit of William Hadley, enclosed in the pre- 
ceding Letter, respecting John Cock, chosen a 
Captain by the Inhabitants of Yonkers, 

Committee to employ a Vessel, and despatch her 
immediately, with proper directions, to purchase 
Gunpowder and Arms, - 

Letter from the Committee of Southampton and 
Easthampton, 

Letter from the Committee of Safety, in reply, - 

Letter from Captain Hulbert, at Southampton, in- 
forming the Committee that his men want a 
number of Gnus, - 

General Wooster requested to order a full Com- 
pany of his Regiment to assist in erecting the 
Fortifications in the Highlands, - 

14, Resolutions of the Committee of Cambridge, 

Hoosack, and Bennington, passed August 3, 
presented and read, - 
Letter to the Committees of Cambridge, Hoo- 
sack, and Bennington, approving their Reso- 
lutions, ------- 

15, John McDonald sent to Thomas Palmer's, at 

Newburgh,to examine the Lead Mines claimed 
by Palmer, ------- 

Motion, that Commissions be issued to Captain 
Anthony Rutgers's Company of Artillery, re- 
jected, ------- 

Letter from the Quakers, declining to make a re- 
turn of their Males, from sixteen to sixty, as 
required by the Committee, - 

Instructions to the Committee, appointed on the 
12th instant, to procure Gunpowder and Arms, 

Letter to the Delegates in Congress from Mary- 
land, requesting to be informed of the character 
of Dr. George Nicholson, - 

16, Letter from General "Wooster. Requests to know 

the authority for their orders to him of the loth 
instant, 

Reply to General Wooster, enclosing the Re- 
solve of the Continental Congress, of June 16, 
1775, _ 

Arms fit for the use of the Troops, found in the 
possession of any person who has not signed 
the General Association, to be impressed for the 
use of the Troops, - - - - - 

Third Regiment, now in Suffolk County, autho- 
rized to collect the Arms in Queen's County, - 

Captain Dutcher, with the assistance of some of 
General Wooster' s Troops, to collect the Arms 
in Westchester County, - 

Arms to be collected in every other County, by 
the Chairman of the County Committee, and 
such of the Militia as he may deem necessary, 

Non- Assoc iators refusing to deliver up their 
Arms to be taken into custody, - 

17, Certificates to John A. Remsen and William 

Remsen, that they are esteemed Sons of Liber- 
ty, among the friends of their country, 
Officers chosen for Beat No. 29, in the City of 
New-York, ------ 

18, Report and Resolves of the Committee of King- 

ston, in Ulster County, of the 5th of September, 
on Christian Bergh's Sloop, now taking in a 
freight to supply the King's Troops, 

Report of the Committee of the Town of King- 
ston, of the seizure of Bergh's Sloop, Septem- 
ber 6, ------- 

Letter to the Committee of Kingston, in Ulster 
County. The disposition of Bergh's Sloop and 
Cargo is left entirely to the discretion of the 
Kingston Committee, - 

Letter from General Wooster, dated yesterday. 
He cannot comply with request to send a 
Company to the Highlands, - 

19, Letter from Jobn Hancock, enclosing a commis- 

sion for Mr. Fleming, as Deputy Adjutant- 
General, and four hundred commissions for the 
New- York Officers, now under the eommand 
of General Schuyler, - - - - - 

Letter to the Continental Congress, with three 
Plans, and Estimate of the Fortifications in the 
Highlands, and copies of the correspondence 
with General Wooster on that subject, - 

Letter to Beverly Robinson, requesting him to 
put a reasonable price upon the whole point of 
dry land, or island, called Martelaer's Rock 
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Island; the price, if approved, will be paid 
him for it, .--.-- 

Affidavits of Isaac Green and George Hadley. 
respecting John Cock, of Yonkers, read, 

Letter to the Committee of Yonkers, disappro- 
ving of the election of John Cock, who cannot 
be admitted to any office whatever, 

Officers of a Company of Light-Horse, in King's 
County, on Nassau Island, - - - - 

Commissions to Officers of Minute-Men in Corn- 
wall, Orange County, 

Committee to wait upon the Governour, and re- 
quest of him an extract of Lord Dartmouth's 
Letter, informing him that orders have been 
given to the Commanders of His Majesty's 
Ships in America, to consider such place in open 
Rebellion as shall raise more Troops, &c., - 

Agree with James Byers to cast six Field-Pieces, 
of full proof; he to run all risk, - 

Letter from Walter Livingston, Deputy Commis- 
sary-General, dated Albany, September 6 r read 
and filed, ------- 

Letter from the Committee of Tryon County, 
requesting the appointment of Sheriff for John 
Frey, 

Affidavit of William Biddle, that he heard Alex- 
ander White declare he would protect and de- 
fend all Negroes and Slaves that would resort 

to his standard, 904 

Sept. 21, Petition from David Purdy and John O'Connor, 
now in confinement, requesting they may be 
examined, ------ 

Alexander Bell called in, severely reprimanded, 
and discharged, - 

David Purdy examined, reprimanded, and dis- 
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John O'Connor's Statement heard, when he was 
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Brigantine Elliott, William Hallock, master, per- 
mitted to proceed on a Whaling voyage, - 906 

Letter from John Weatherhead, declaring the re- 
ports against him are not true, with a certificate 
from Captain Vandeput, that Mr. Weatherhead 
did not give him the information that the guns 
were to be removed from the Battery on the 
23d of August, 906 

Letter from David Pye, requesting to be informed 
how he shall proceed in arresting Deserters, 907 

Letter from the Maryland Delegates, in regard to 
Dr. George Nicholson, - 907 

Petition of Christian Bergh, Jun., Adam Bergh, 
David Dop, John Dop, and Timothy Doughty, 
praying to be discharged, - 907 

Certificate for William Deane and John New- 
port, about to proceed to Williamsburgh, in Vi r- 
ginia. Mr. Deane was the first who signed 
the General Association in this Colony, and is 
generally esteemed a Son of Liberty, - - 908 

Resolutions authorizing the arrest of any De- 
serter, 9Q8 

Report of Francis James, a Pilot, sent out to ob- 
serve any Fleet that might be approaching any 
part of this Colony, 909 

Letter to the Committee of Easthampton and 
Southampton, in Suffolk County, informing 
them of the movements of the British Fleet, - 909 

Letter from Robert Boyd : he will soon have some 
Gun Barrels made, - - - - - 910 

Petition of George Nicholson, for an appointment 
in the Army under General Schuyler, - - 910 

Petition of Timothy Doughty and others, now in 
confinement, that they may be tried as soon as 
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Letter from Ebenezer Hazard, requesting a set- 
tlement with the Post-Riders, 

On information that the collection of Arms, i 
Queen's County, would be resisted, Colonel 
McDougall ordered to enforce the Resolutions 
of the Committee, and Mr. Benson sent to Ja- 
maica, to know the true state of the proceedings 
of the gentlemen sent there to collect Arms, - 

Re port by Major Williams, of the opposition made 
in Queen's County to the Resolution for the 
collection of Arms, - - - - - 912 

Committee appointed to proceed Jo Queen's Coun- 
ty, and use every prudent measure in their 
power to collect Arms in that County, - - 9 12 
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Sept 27, Letters found on board the Rhode-Island Pack- 
et, taken and examined by the Committee of 
Safety, who, discovering nothing inimical to 
the Colonies; resealed and returned them, 

Mr. Robert Rogers, commonly called Major Ro- 
gers, appeared before the Committee. Has lost 
his parole of honour, but will recover it or 
procure a certified copy from Philadelphia, - 

Letter to the Committee of Safety for New-Jer- 
sey, requesting measures may be taken to ar- 
rest the Deserters from the New- York Regi- 
ments, that may be found lurking in New- 
Jersey, 

28, Letter from Thaddeus Burr, Sheriff of Fairfield 

County, Connecticut, requesting payment for 
the expenses of keeping Angus McDonald, 
committed, he supposes, by order of the Com- 
mittee, ------- 

Letter from the Committee of Dutchess County, 
enclosing fifteen Affidavits, sent as testimony 
against Timothy Doughty and others, - 

Samuel Avery and others required to attend the 
Committee, to testify to the particular persons 
who opposed the collection of Arms in Queen's 
County, 

Letter from the Commissioners at the Highlands, 
complaining that they were not consulted about 
the plans and estimates for the Fortifications, 
before they were transmitted to the Continen- 
tal Congress, ------ 

Letter from Captain John Pleuderleath, this day 
arrived from England, informing them that the 
sole object of his coming is to visit his femily, 

Letter from Dr, George Nicholson, requesting 
recommendatory Letters to General Schuyler, 

Letter from William Powell, requesting their 
permission that his wife may be inoculated for 
the small-pox, - 

Request of Mr. Powell refused, - 

29, Letter from the Committee of Westchester Coun- 

ty, with the complaint against Godfrey Haines, 

Samuel Avery and others directed to give their 
evidence, relating to the conduct of the People 
of Jamaica and Hempstead, in writing, 

Samuel Burling, charged with advising John 
Dunbar not to deliver his Arms, was heard in 
his defence, ------ 

Petition from Colonel Lasher and other Officers, 
praying the Militia in the City may be ordered 
to train at least once a week, for three months, 

Proposals by Bernard Romans, to contract for 
building the Fortifications begun in the High- 
lands, ------- 

Captain Bolton, of the Snow Georgia, permitted 
to come to the City to make repairs, then to 
proceed to sea, ------ 

Petition of Colonel Heyer, similar to that of 
Colonel Lasher, presented, - - - 

30, Godfrey Haines committed to Prison till further 

order of the Committee, - 

Dr. George Nicholson paid twenty Pounds for 
intelligence obtained on board the Asia, man- 
of-war, the Transport Ship, and other Vessels 
in the Ministerial service, - 

Committee refuses to contract with Mr. Romans, 
for erecting the Fortifications, but agree to pay 
him as an Engineer for bis services, 

Letter to the Agents for erecting the Fortifica- 
tions in the Highlands, - - - - 

Oct. 2, Witnesses examined in regard to passengers by 
the Snow Georgia, owned by Walter and Tho- 
mas Buchanan, ------ 

3 7 Information by Captain John Hamilton, from Li- 
verpool, that Troops from Germany were about 
to be sent to America, - - - - 

Jitter from the Committee of Inspection for Bris- 
tol, requesting permission for Mr. De Wolf to 
purchase a load of Flour for the inhabitants 
of Bristol, ------ 

Permission to Mr. De Wolf to purchase one 
hundred and eighty barrels of Flour, - 

Committee of Albany requested to repair and fit 
up the Barracks, for the Troops of the Conti- 
nental Army, 922 

Captain Bolto*s master of the Snow Georgia, ex- 
amined, 922 

Thomas Buchanan, Archibald Lunde, and Wal- 
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ter Spence, examined, in regard to the cargo 
and passengers on board the Snow Georgia, 

Letter from Walter Livingston, enclosing one 
from General Schuyler, for the Continental 
Congress, 

Petition of Elizabeth White, wife of Alexander 
White, Sheriff of Tryon County, praying for 
his discharge from the Albany Jail, 

Letter from Henry Wisner, with several papers 
enclosed, read and filed, - 

Committee then adjourned, - 
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CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, ETC. 

, Letter from Norfolk to a Gentleman in Williams- 
burgh. Mr. Holt's Printing Office was carried 
off yesterday, by about fifteen of the King's Sol- 
diers, without interruption, in presence of two 
or three hundred spectators, - 923 

Letter from an Officer at St. John's, - - 923 

Letter from Gluebeck to a Gentleman in Lon- 
don. The whole country in a state of alarm; 
the Canadians have refused to join the Army; 
and preparations are making for the defence of 

Quebeck, 924 

Letter from Quebeck to a Gentleman in Eng- 
land. All attempts to get the Canadians to rise 

have failed, 925 

Letter from an Officer at Cambridge. The Gene- 
ral has directed three Vessels to be armed and 
manned, to intercept the Transports daily arri - 
ving at Boston, with Provisions, &c. Our lines 
are now extended very near, and within point- 
blank masket shot of the enemy's sentinels, - 926 
Letter from General Gage to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth; giving his opinions on the several 
points presented in his Lordship's Letter of the 

2d of August, 927 

An Address to the People; reviewing the state of 
affairs, pointing out the courses proper to be 
pursued for defence of the Colonies, and for 
their success in the war made upon them, - 928 
Letter from David Hartley, Esq., a Member of 
Parliament, to his constituents at Hull. His 
views at large upon the American question, - 933 
Committee of Accomack County, Virginia, de- 
clare Arthur Upshaw, a member of that Com- 
mittee, a violator of the Continental Associa- 
tion, for sending a Vessel loaded with grain to 
the West-Indies, after the 10th of September, 935 
Letter from the New-Hampshire Delegates in 
the Continental Congress to Matthew Thorn- 
ton. Recommend measures be taken for estab- 
lishing Government in New- Hampshire; they 
have already consulted many Members on the 
subject, and intend soon to move it in Congress, 935 
Officers chosen in New-Marlborough, Ulster 

County, New- York, - 936 

Letter from the Committee of Walkill, in Ulster 
County, to the New- York Congress. They 
have divided the Precinct into four Companies 
of Militia, and appointed the Officers in each 

District, 936 

Letter from Colonel Reed to the General Court 
of Massachusetts. General Washington has 
ordered three Vessels to be equipped, - - 937 
Letter from Colonel Reed to Simon Pease, - 937 
Committees of Waltham, Weston, &c, declare 
Eleazer Bradshaw inimical to his Country, and 
request all persons to withhold commerce and 
dealing with him, ----- 937 
Acknowledgment of David Townsend, for having 

sold Tea, 938 

Address of the Freeholders and Justices of the 
Peace for the County of Dumbarton, to the 
King. They are affected with just indignation 
and abhorrence of the disloyalty and Rebellion 
amongst His Majesty's subjects in America, - 933 
Address of the Magistrates and Town Council of 
St. Andrews, to the King, They lament that 
His Majesty's Colonies have been deluded and 
misled to abandon their connection with the 
Parent State, ------ 938 

Committee of Middlesex County, Virginia, hold 
forth John Morgan to publick censure, for 
having used expressions inimical to the liber- 
ties of America, 939 
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Committee of Augusta County, Virginia, declare 
Alexander Miller a real enemy to the general 
struggle of all America, - 939 
Letter from Dr. Franklin to Dr. Priestly, Lon- 
don, 940 

Letter from Dr. Franklin to David Hartley, - 940 
New-York Committee. Twenty additional Mem- 
bers chosen, ------ 940 

Committee of Greenwich, Connecticut, declare 
Coles Townsend a violator of the Continental 
Association, - - - - - -941 

Amos Knapp held up to publick view as an 
avowed enemy to his country, by the same 

Committee, 94 1 

Fownalborough Committee testify to the good 

conduct, in general, of Abiel Wood, - - 94 1 
Edict by the King of Denmark, prohibiting Ves- 
sels, with the Danish Flag, from furnishing 
Ammunition, &c., to the American Colonies, 942 
Address of the Magistrates, &c, of the Royal 
Burgh of Dumbarton, to the King. They feel 
great abhorrence of that unnatural Rebellion 
which has been encouraged by some licentious 
and designing persons at home, and which now 
rages with savage cruelty in His Majesty's 
Colonies in America,- - 942 

Resolutions adopted by the London Association, 942 
Letter from the New- York Congress to their 
Delegates in the Continental Congress; in- 
forming them of the state of the Troops raised 
in New- York for the Continental service, - 1268 
Letter from the New- York Congress to the Con- 
tinental Congress, enclosing a proposal, by a 
Merchant of New- York, for obtaining Gun- 
powder, ------- 944 

Letter, containing the proposal referred to, dated 

September 27, 944 

Letter from the New- York Congress to the Con- 
tinental Congress, communicating important 
information, just received, - - - - 944 

Information communicated to the New- York 

Congress, by Captain John Hamilton, - - 944 
Letter from Volkert P. Douw to the New- York 
Congress, enclosing a copy of the Journal and 
Proceedings of the four Indians sent by the 
Commissioners of Indian Aflairs to the Caugh- 
nawagas, ------- 1275 

Connecticut Committee of Safety, - - - 945 
Captain Hall, of th Brig Minerva, ordered on a 

cruise, 945 

M. Griswold appointed to meet a Committee of 

the Continental Congress, appointed to confer 

with General Washington, at Cambridge, on 

the 12th of this month, - 945 

Letter from General Washington to General 

Schuyler, 945 

Letter from General Washington to Captain 

Daniel Morgan, 946 

General Washington's Instructions to Colonel 
Glover and Mr. Moylan, appointed to super- 
intend the fitting out Armed Vessels, - - 946 
Letter from Colonel Joseph Reed to Colonel 

Arnold, 947 

Letter from Colonel Reed to the Committee of 
Salem and Gloucester. The disposal of the 
prize taken has been referred to the Assem- 
bly; the General now proposes to equip Ves- 
sels as Ships of War, and immediately to send 
them on a cruise, ----- 948 

Letter from Colonel Reed to Colonel Glover. 
The General declines meddling with either of 
the Vessels, since he has received the vote of 
the General Court; and he directs that two 
other Vessels be immediately taken up for 
service, - - - - - - -948 

Letter from General Sullivan to the New-Hamp- 
shire Committee of Safety, in reply to their Let- 
ter of the 28th of September, - - - 948 
Addresses of the Justices of the Peace for the 
County of Devon, to the King. They lament 
the miseries which their deluded fellow-sub- 
jects in America have brought on themselves, 949 
Letter from the President of Congress to General 
Washington. Two Vessels are on their way 
from England to Guebeck, with Arms, Pow- 
der, &c., and measures are proposed to take 
them, 950 
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General Frye to take command of the Troops 
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Report on the payment of the Militia and Minute- 
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Report on disposing of the Estates of Refugees, 
Committee to prepare Accounts for the Continen- 
tal Congress discharged, and another appoint- 
ed, -------- 

New Committee for distributing the Donations 
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House, in Watertown, .... iy->Q 
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cations between that Colony and Mr. Penn, 
respecting their jurisdiction on the Susquehan- 
nah River, 1529 

Letter from Captain Delaplace to Governour 
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Address of General Montgomery to the Army. 
He thanks them for their patience and perse- 
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Letter from Colonel Arnold to Colonel Cramahe*. 
The Flag with his letter of yesterday was fired 
upon, and narrowly escaped being killed. This 
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Letter from Jeremiah Elderkin io Governour 
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House that certain persons have refused the 
Bills of Credit of the Province, by which 
means there is the utmost reason to fear a de- 
preciation, --._.- 1798 

23, Letter from Robert Hunter and others, of the 

County of Northumberland. The Connecticut 
Settlers at Wyoming refuse to submit to the 
laws of Pennsylvania, - 1799 

24, Persons refusing to receive the Bills of Credit 

thereby endeavour to injure the currency of 
said Bills, and ought to be deemed inimical to 
the liberties of America, .... 1799 
Committee to adjust the Accounts of the several 
Battalions of Associators in the Province, - 1800 

25, Governour requested to give orders for a due 

execution of the laws of the Province in the 
Counties of Northumberland and Northamp- 
ton, 1800 

The Saltpetre Works erected in Philadelphia 

placed under the direction of the Assembly, - 1801 
Committee to superintend the Saltpetre Works, 1801 
Report of the Committee appointed to inquire 
what number of Arms has been provided in 
the several Counties for the publick use, - 1801 
Rules and Regulations for the better government 

of the Military Association in Pennsylvania, - 1802 
Articles of Association in Pennsylvania, - - 180;" 
Resolutions directing the mode of laying Taxes 
on Non- Associators in Pennsylvania, - - 1808 



1'ENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY. 

Oct. 2, Officers of the Armed Boats commissioned, - 1811 
Powder supplied to Bedford County, - - 1811 

3, Ammunition, &c, furnished to Captain Montgo- 

mery, of the Ranger, 1811 

Major Rogers furnished with a copy of his pa- 
role, 1812 

4, Petition of the Pilots considered and rejected, - 1812 

6, John RossappointedMuster-MasteroftheForces 

belonging to the Pennsylvania Fleet, - - 1812 
John Maxwell Nesbitt appointed Paymaster of 

the Pennsylvania Fleet, - 1813 

Committee to forward the making of Arms for 

the publick service, - 1813 

Committee of Lancaster County requested to col- 
lect and send to the Committee of Safety the 
Provincial Arms in that County, - 1813 

7, James Roberts, a Pilot, permitted to pilot a Ves- 

sel down the River and Bay, - 1813 

Gunsmiths of the City requested to attend the 

Committee, -__--_ 1814 
Sundry papers communicated by the Philadel- 
phia Committee, together with their proceed- 
ings with regard to Dr. John Kearsley, J. 
Brooks, and Leonard Snowden, - - - 1814 

8, Peter Long appointed Ships' Husband for the 

Armed Boats, l81o 

The Carpenters of the City requested to attend to- 
morrow, with all their hands, to assist in getting 
afloat and taking down to Fort- Island from 
the Gloucester shore, the Floating Machines 
for the obstruction of the Channel, - - 1815 

9, Christopher Carter committed to prison, as a per- 

son inimical to the liberties of America, - 1815 

Ships' Husband directed to procure six hand cuffs 

for each of the Armed Boats, ... 1815 
Advances ordered for the Seamen as an encourage- 
ment for their enlisting in the Armed Boats, - 1816 

10, Papers delivered to Colonel Dickinson, for the 

perusal of the Continental Congress, - - 1816 
Dr. Duffield appointed Surgeon and Physician 
on board the Armed Boats, - - - - 1816 

1 1, List of the Military Stores directed for each of the 

Armed Boats, 1816 

Ten Pilots only permitted to pi lot Vessels through 
the Chevaux-de-Frise, - 1817 

12, Gunpowder and Lead furnished to Northampton 

County, 1817 

Instructions to Peter Long, as Ships' Husband 
to the Armed Boats, ----- 1817 

14, Plan of a Fire Ship, for the destruction of the 

enemy's Ships, presented and approved, - 1818 

15, Met at Fort-Island, to view the condition of the 

works there, -.-__. 1819 
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Oct. 16, Company of Artillery, with six eighteen pound 
Cannon, to be stationed at Fort-Island, - 
Three Hulks to be sunk in the most convenient 

places for the defence of the River, 
General Instructions for the Commanders of the 
Provincial Armed Boats, - 
18, Christopher Carter convicted of inimical corres- 
pondence and practices, - 

20, Appointment of new Committee of Safety re- 

ceived from the Assembly, - - - - 
Benjamin Franklin chosen President, and Ro- 
bert Morris, Vice President, - 
Oath taken by Stephen Bayard, the Clerk allowed 
to Dr. Kearsley while in prison, 

21, Oath taken by the Pilots employed to take "Ves- 

sels through the machines sunk near Fort- 
Island, ------- 

Statement of Capt, George Hastings, of the Trans- 
port Ship Rebecca and Francis, stranded on 
Brigantine Beach, - 

23, Committee to give orders respecting the removal 

of Dr. Kearsley to Yorkto wn Jail, and J. Brooks 
to Lancaster Jail, - 
Captain Thomas Read recommended to the As- 
sembly to be appointed Commodore of the 
Fleet, 

24, A Second Lieutenant to be appointed to each of 

the Armed Boats, - 
27, Thomas Proctor appointed to command the Ar- 
tillery at Fort-Island, - 

David Rittenhouse appointed Engineer to the 
Committee, ------ 

30, Captain Campbell and Lieutenant Symes impri- 
soned, ------- 

Nov. 2, Application to Congress for Lieutenant Symes 
to be considered a prisoner of war, 
3, Committee of Safety resolve that it is necessary 
to take further measures for the defence of the 
City than are already provided. - 

Committee appointed to ascertain how soon, and 
at what cost, a vessel can be procured, fit for a 
Provincial Ship of War, - 

Materials ordered for building a third tier of 
Chevaux-de-Friae, - 
6, Rules and Regulations for the Artillery Com- 
pany, ------- 

Committee to borrow Ten Thousand Pounds for 
the use of the Province, - 

Committee to contract for building and equipping 
a Ship of War for the river service, to mount 
twenty eighteen pounders, - - - - 

Committee to inquire into the construction of Fire 
Rafts, and to build immediately as many as 
may be necessary, - 

Rules and Regulations for the conduct of the 
Pilots, 

10, Committee authorized to make an immediate pur- 

chase, and equip any Ship suitable for a Pro- 
vincial Armed Ship, ----- 

11, John Saunders, a Pilot, committed to the common 

Jail of the County, for piloting a Ship through 
the Chevaux-de-Frise, without permission 

13, Parole given by Oliver de Lancy, a Lieutenant 
in His Majesty's Navy, - - - 

16, Committee lo purchase Logs sufficient for build- 
ing three tier of Chevaux-de-Frise, 

21, Agree to sell the Ship Sally to the Continental 
Congress, ---„„. 

Lieutenant Symes admitted to parole, 
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24, 

NEW-JERSEY ASSEMBLY, 

Nov. 15, Assembly meets at Burlington, 



1836 



1839 



1840 



1842 
1844 



21, 



List of the Representatives, 

Speech of the Governour to the Council and the 
House, ------- 

Letter from Richard Perm and Arthur Lee, 

Mr, Kinsey and Mr. De Hart, two of the Dele- 
gates to the Continental Congress, apply for 
leave to resign. ------ 

Petition from the Township of Chesterfield, in 
Burlington County, for an Act to set free all 
the Slaves now in the Colony, 

Governour's Speech read a second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House. - 

Committee to prepare an Address, in answer to 
the Governour's Speech, - 



1849 
1849 



1S50 
18? 1 



1852 
1852 
1852 



1775. 

Nov. 21, Committee to prepare and bring in a Bill for the 

support of Government, ... - 1853 

22, James Kinsey and John De Hart permitted to 

resign, ------- 1853 

The three remaining Delegates, or any two of 

them, authorized to represent the Colony, - 1853 
Message from the Governour, - - • 1853 

23, Petition from thirty-two Freeholders of Burling- 

ton County, praying the passage of such Re- 
solutions as may discourage an Independency 
on Great Britain, ----- 1854 

Committee to prepare an answer to the Govern- 
our's Message, ------ 1854 

Motion to make provision for repairing the Bar- 
racks, rejected, ------ 1854 

Bill of the last session, for the more easy manu- 
mission of Slaves, considered, and a motion to 
commit it rejected, ----- 1854 

The Bill then referred to the next session of As- 
sembly, 1855 

24, Dennis De Berdt appointed Agent of the Colony 

at the Court of Great Britain, in the room of 
Benjamin Franklin, 1855 

Petition from thirty-four Freeholders of Burling- 
ton, against Independence, - 1855 

Address, in answer to the Governour's Speech. 
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1856 



1856 



1858' 

1860 
1861 
1862 



1862 



Petition from forty-eight Freeholders, in Bur- 
lington County, against Independence, - 

28, Committee to prepare a Petition to His Majesty, 1857 
Resolutions of the House against Independence, 1857 

29, Salaries to various Officers of the Government 

allowed, ----- 

30, Any one of the three Delegates in Continental 

Congress authorized to represent the Colony, 
Address of the House to the Governour, - 
Answer of the Governour, - - - - 

Motion to request the Governour to dissolve the 
Assembly at the end of the present session, re- 
jected, ------ 

Dec. 1, Petition to the King, reported and read, - - 1863 

4, Petition to the King read a second time, and com- 

mitted to a Committee of the Whole House, - 1864 

5, House in Committee on the Petition to the King, 1864 
Report of the Committee, that a Petition is now 

before His Majesty, to which no answer has 
been given, and that the present Petition ought 
to be referred, 1864 

6, Message to the Governour, in answer to his 

Message to the House, 

General Assembly prorogued, to meet at Perth 
Amboy, on Wednesday, the third day of Janu- 
ary next, .____. 
Nov. 25, Address of the Council to the Governour, in an- 
swer to his Speech to both Houses, 

Answer of the Governour, .... 
Dec. 4, Message to the Governour from the Council, - 

6, Message from the Governour to the Council, - 1869 
Jan. 5, Letter from the Governour to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, - 

Petition of divers Freeholders of New-Jersey to 
the Assembly, ----- 

Notes of Mr. Dickinson's Spe< eh before the A; 
3embly, on the 5th of December, 

Reasons why the Americans should not furnish 
the King's Ships with Provisions, 

Extract from the Minutes of the Piovincial Coun> 

cil of New-Jersey, ----- 1876 

Mr. De Halt's Letter of Resignation, - - 1876 



CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. 

S''pt. 5, Congress met agreeable to adjournment, - - 1877 

13, Credentials of the Delegates from Georgia, in 

Provincial Congress, July 15, 1775, - - 1877 

Credentials of the Delegates from Virginia, in 

Convention, August II, 1775, - - - 1877 
Credentials of the Delegates from Maryland, in 

Convention, at Annapolis, July 26, 1775, - 1379 
Delegates for Pennsylvania directed to forward, 
under a proper guard, to the Army in Massa- 
chusetts, live hundred and twenty-seven thou- 
sand four hundred and eighty Dollars, - - 1879 

14, Edward Fleming appointed Deputy Adjutant- 

General for the Army in the Northern De- 
partment, 1880 
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Sept. 1 4, Samuel Stringer appointed Director of the Hos- 
pital and Chief Physician and Surgeon for 
the Army in the Northern Department, 

Committee to devise ways and means for supply- 
ing the Army with Medicines, - 
16, Credentials of the Delegates from New-Hamp- 
shire : dattd in Congress, at Exeter, August 
23, 1775, - - - -■ 

Committee to contract for the importation of Gun- 
powder, ifcc, ------ 

General Washington instructed to discharge Col. 
John Fenton from his parole, - 

Provincial Congress of New-Yoik requested to 
send forward to General Schuyler the whole 
of the Troops directed to be raised, 

General Wooster and the unemployed Connecti- 
cut Troops directed to join General Schuyler, 

Mr. Gridley commissioned as a Colonel of Ar- 
tillery, ------- 

State of the Trade of America to be considered 
to-morrow, ------ 

21, Committee on the best means of supplying the 

Army with Provisions, - - - - 
State of the Trade of- North- America to be con- 
sidered to-morrow, - - - - - 

22, Committee of Safety for Pennsylvania authorized 

to discharge Major Rogers on bis parole, 
Committee to consider the state of the Trade of 
America, ------- 

23, Committee to purchase Woollen Goods for the 

W-' of the Army, to the amount of five thou- 
sand Pounds sterling, - 
25, Committee to prepare a Letter to General Wash- 
ington, ------- 

Committee to examine and report upon all Ac- 
counts against the United Colonies, 
27, One hundred and sixty thousand Dollars to be 
paid to Connecticut for Supplies issued by 
that Colony for the service of the United Co- 
lonies, ------- 

30, Committee to repair to the Camp at Cambridge 
to confer with General Washington, and with 
the Governours of the Eastern Colonies, touch- 
ing the most effectual method of continuing, 
supporting.and regulating a Continental Army, 

Committee to draw up Instructions to the above 
Committee, ------ 

The Resolution lowering the rates of Postage 
suspended, ------ 

Committee on the Trade of America reported, - 
Oct. 2, The Report to be considered in Committee of the 
Whole to-morrow, - 

Instructions to the Committee to wait on the Gen- 
eral reported and agreed to, _ . . 

3, Three hundred thousand Dollars to be sent to the 

Army in Massachusetts-Bay, - 
Genera] Washington authorized, for the encour- 
agement of an attack on Boston, to promise, in 
case of success, a month's pay to the Army, - 
Instructions to the Delegates of Rhode-Island, 
given them by the Assembly, August 26, 1775, 
to move for the building and equipment of an 
American Fleet, ---... 

Rhode-Island Instructions to be considered on 
Friday next, -..--- 

4, An additional Instruction to the Committee to 

confer with the Genera!. - 
State of the Trade of the Thirteen United Colo- 
nies, considered in Committee of the Whole, - 

5, Committee to prepare a plan for intercepting two 

Vessels on their way to Canada, laden with 
Arms and Powder, ----- 

Report of the Committee, - 
0, Treasurers directed to collect, for Continental 
Bills, Silver and Gold, to the amount of twen- 
ty thousand Pounds, Pennsylvania Currency, 
for the Army in Canada, - 

Provincial Assemblies or Conventions, and Coun- 
cils or Committees of Se r ' :y, requested to ar- 
rest and secure persons whose going at large 
may endanger the safety of the Colony or the 
liberties of America, - - -. - 

Committee appointed to import Powder autho- 
rized to export Provisions for the purchase of 
Arms and Ammunition, - 

Committee to consider a Letter from New- York 
respecting the Fortifications on Hudson River, 
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, State of the Trade of America to be considered 

to-morrow, ------ 1891 

Consideration of the Resolve submitted by the 
Rhode-Island Delegates postponed till to-mor- 
row, 1891 

Consideration further postponed till Monday, the 
16th instant, 1891 

Report on the Fortifications of Hudson River 
presented, considered, and agreed to, - - 1892 

Resolution of the Assembly of Pennsylvania, re- 
specting the disturbances at Wyoming, referred 
to the Delegates from Pennsylvania and Con- 
necticut, 1892 

State of the Trade of America to be considered 

on Monday, 1892 

Committee on a Letter from General Schuyler, 
dated September 19, and the several matters 
therein contained, ----- 1893 

New-Jersey requested to raise two Battalions, at 

tlie expense of the Continent, - 1893 

Trade of the Colonics to be considered to-mor- 
row, 1893 

Letter from New- York, with a proposal for pro- 
curing Powder, referred to the Secret Powder 
Committee, 1893 

Express despatched to General Schuyler, with 
six thousand three hundred and sixty-four 
Pounds, in Silver and Gold, - - - 1894 

Motion relative to the appointment of Officers 
in the Continental Army, largely debated, and 
deferred till to-morrow, - 1894 

Trade of the United Colonies to be considered 
to-morrow, 1894 

The Delegates of Connecticut and Pennsylvania 
required to report to-morrow on the disputes 
between the two Colonies, - 1894 

Consideration of the motion made yesterday, for 
appointing Officers, resumed and postponed, - 1894 

Committee on billeting the Soldiers of the Con- 
tinental Army, 1894 

Report on Billeting the Soldiers presented and 
agreed to, 1894 

Credentials of the North-Carolina Delegates ; 
dated in Congress, at Hillsborough, Septem- 
ber 8, J775, 1895 

Pennsylvania requested to raise one Battalion, at 
the expense of the Continent, - 1895 

Trade of the Confederated Colonies considered in 
Committee of the Whole, - 1895 

Tmde of the Thirteen United Colonies to be con- 
sidered again to-morrow, - 1895 

Considered again in Committee of the Whole, - 1895 

Letter from General Washington, dated October 
5, received and read, - 189G 

A swift sailing Vessel, often guns, ordered to be 
fitted out to cruise to the eastward, to intercept 
A'essels with warlike stores for the enemy, - 1896 

Another Vessel to be fitted out for the same pur- 
pose, 1896 

Committee to prepare an estimate of the expense 
of both Vessels, 1896 

Committee on the Memorials of sundry Mer- 
chants of New- York, respecting a quantity of 
Tea imported before the 1st of March last, - 1896 

Din'ctor-Generai and Chief Physician of the 
Hospital to be elected on Monday next, in 
place of Dr. Church, 1896 

Connecticut Delegates request the disputes be- 
tween that Colony and Pennsylvania may be 
referred to a Committee appointed out of the 
olber Colonies, 1896 

Committee on two Letters from the Convention of 
New-Jersey, 1§9G 

Committee to consider further ways and means 
ol promoting the manufacture of Saltpetre, - 1897 

Committee to confer with Mr. J. Macpherson, - 1897 

Committee to inquire what quantity of Powder 
has been sent to the Northern Army, and by 
whom sent, ----.. 1397 
Committee to take into consideration the disputes 
between the people of Connecticut and Penn- 
sylvania, ----... 1397 

Report of the Committee appointed to prepare an 
esiimate of the expense of the Armed Vessels, 
presented and recommitted, - 1897 

Dr. John Morgan, of Philadelphia, elected Di- 
rector-General of the Hospital, • - - 1597 
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Convention of New-York desired to remove the 
Sulphur in thai City to a place of Safety, - 1 897 

Report on the Memorials of the New- York Mer- 
chants presented, considered, and postponed, - 1897 

Delegates of New-Hampshire apply for the ad- 
vice and direction of Congress, with respect to 
a method for administering justice and regula- 
ting the civil police of that Colony, - , , . " 1897 

Committee to collect an account of the hostilities 
committed by the Ministerial Troops and Navy 
in America, since last March, - - - 1898 

19, Captain Macpherson requested to repair to the 

CaniD and submit nis scheme to General Wash- 
mgton, ------- 1898 

Provincial Convention of New- York requested 
to send to the Congress a copy of aoy order or 
proceeding of theirs, in consequence of Go vcrn- 
our Tryon's Letter of the Kith instant, - - 1893 

20, State of the Trade of the Confederated Colonies 

again considered in Committee of the Whole, 1899 
51. Trade of the Colonies again considered, - - 1899 

23, Information given of the death of the Hon. Pey- 
ton Randolph, and the Congress agree to attend 
his funeral, as mourners, - - - - 

Delegates from the Delaware Government re- 
appointed, on the 2 1 st instant, - 
25, Goptes of the papers found on Captain Duncan 
Campbell, and of his examination, directed to 
he sent to New- York, with a recommendation 
to seize a Mr. Grant, in Dutchess County^ - 
2<5> Committee on a Letter from the New- York Con- 
vention, dated October 20, - 

Delegates of Virginia directed to send an express 
to that Colony for a sample of a mineral lately 
discovered there and said to contain a large 
quantity of Saltpetre, - - - - - 

Committee on the application of New-Hamp- 
shire for the advice of Congress, - 

State of the Trade of the Confederated Colonii s 

again considered in Committee of the Whole, 1900 

The several Provincial Assemblies, Conventions, 
or Councils of Safety, of the United Colonies, 
recommended to export to the Foreign West- 
Indies as much Provisions as they may deem 
necessary lor the importation of Arms, Ammu- 
nition, Sulphur, and Saltpetre, 

27, Trade of the United Colonies fuither considered 

in Committee of the Whole, - 

28, Captain Campbell, Lieutenant Symes, and the 

persons with them, to be confined in such Jails 
as the Committee of Safety for Pennsylvania 
think proper, 

A Company of Matrosses to be immediately raised 

in New- York, to occupy Fortifications now 

erecting in the Highlands, - 

30. Report of the CommiUue to prepare an estimate, 

and to fit out Vessels, presented and agreed to, 

Two more and large* Vessels to be fitted out, - 

Four members added to the Committee, - 
31 T Trade of the Colonies farther considered, - 

Fidd-Officeisofthe Jeisey Battalion to be chosen 
on Fiiday next, - 

\jy. 1, Letter from General Washington, containing an 
account of the burning of Falmouth, 

Resolutions reported yesterday by the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the Trade of the Colonies, 
considered and agreed to, - 

2, Committee for fitting out the four Armed Vessels 

authorized to agree with such Officers and 
Seamen as are proper to man and command 
said Vessels, ------ 

Committee to take into consideration the applica- 
tion of the inhabitants of Passaniaquoddy, in 
Nova-Scotia, to be admitted into the Associa- 
tion of the North- Americans, for the preserva- 
tion of their rights and liberties, 

Committee to repair to lire Nortiiward, to confer 
with General Schuyler, - 

Committee to draw up Instructions for the fore- 
going Committee, - 

Tiie state of South-Carolina to be considered to- 
morrow, ------- 

3. Provincial Convention of New-Hampshire ad- 

vised to call a full and free representation of 
:he People, to establish such a form of Govern- 
ment as will most conduce to the happiness of 
the People, ------ 
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1902 
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1903 

1903 



1901 

1904 
1904 

1900 



Committee to consider and report what is neces- 
sary to be done relative to South-Carolina, - 

The Assemblies of Pennsylvania and Connecti- 
cut requested to take the most speedy and effect- 
ual steps to prevent hostilities between the in- 
habitants at and near Wyoming, 

New Army before Boston to consist of twenty 
thousand three hundred and seventy-two Men, 
Officers included, - - - - - 

Sundry Resolutions respecting the new Army, 

Three Battalions to be kept up in South-Carolina, 
and one in Georgia, at the Continental expense, 
for the defence of these Colonies, 

Convention of South-Carolina advised, if they 
think it necessary, to call a full and free repre- 
sentation of the People, with authority to es- 
tablish such a form of Government as will best 
produce the happiness of the People, - 

Credentials of the Delegates from Pennsylvania, 
dated in Assembly, November 3, 1775, 

Committee to consider sundry Letters lately re- 
ceived from New- York, and the state of that 
Colony, --""""." 

Additional Rules and Regulations for the Conti- 
nental Army, ------ 

Dr. Church to be close confined in some secure 
Jail in Connecticut, without the use of pen, ink, 
and paper, ------ 

Field- Officers chosen for the two Battalions in 
New-Jersey, ------ 

Secret Committee authorized to export Provi- 
sions for procuring Arms, Ammunition, Sul- 
phur, and Saltpetre, 

Report of the Committee on the state of the Co- 
lony of New- York, considered and agreed to, 

Instructions to the Committee appointed to go to 
the Northward to confer with General Schuy- 
ler, 

Letters to and from the Delegates of the United 
Colonies, during the sessions of Congress, to 
pass free of postage ; the members having en- 
gaged, upon their honour, not to frank or en- 
close any letters but their own., - 

Resolution binding every member of the Con- 
gress not to divulge any of its proceedings, with 
the signatures of the Members, (fac simile,) - 

Captain John Hanson to take command of the 
Fortress in the Highlands, until the Congress 
shall appoint a Commander, 

Report of the Committee on the application of 
Nova-Scotia, considered and deferred till to- 
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1911 
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1912 



1914 

1915 

1915 
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Committee to inquire into the state of the Colony 
of Virginia, ------ 

Commander of the New-Jersey Battalion direct- 
ed to inarch six Companies to the Fort on 
Hudson's River, 1915 

Report of the Committee for promoting the ma- 
nufacture of Saltpetre, considered and agreed 
to, 1916 

Report of the Committee on the application of 
Nova-Scotia, considered and agreed to, - 1917 

Two Battalions of Marines to be enlisted and 
commissioned to serve for and during the pre- 
sent war with Great Britain, - 1917 

Committee to consider the Treaty held with the 
Indians at Albany, by the Indian Commission- 
ers of the Northern Department, - - 19 18 

Further Instructions to the Committee appointed 
to proceed to Ticonderoga and Canada, - 1918 

Rev. Samuel Kirkland continued in his Mission 
among the Indians, ----- 1918 

Committee to prepare a Declaration, in answer 
to several illegal Ministerial Proclamations 
that have lately appeared in America, - - 1919 

Information received of the surrender of Fort St. 
John's, - - 1919 

Report of the Committee on the Petitions from 
Jasper Gritting, and from Murray, Sausom, & 
Co., considered and agreed to, - - - 1919 

Mr. R. Morris to provide two small swift sailing 
Vessels for Packets, to be under the direction 
of the Congress, - 1920 

Committee to devise ways and means to employ 

these Vessels to the best advantage, - - 1920 

Committee on sundry Papers received from the 
Gre;a and Genera! Court of Massachusetts, - 1920 
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Nov. 16, The Delegatesordered to writeto their colleagues 
who are absent, and inform them that the Con- 
gress expect their immediate attendance, 

No Member to absent himself from Congress 
without leave, ------ 

17, Committee on the disposal of such Vessels and 
Cargoes, belonging to the enemy, as shall be 
taken by the inhabitants of the United Colonies, 

Prisoners taken at Chambly and St. John's 
ordered to be sent to the Towns of Reading, 
Lancaster, and York, in Pennsylvania, 

Henry Knox appointed Colonel of Artillery in 
place of Colonel Gridley, - - - - 

Colonel Gridley to be indemnified for any loss 
of half pay he may sustain, in consequence of 
his having been in the service of the United 
Colonies, ------- 

Commissioned Officers taken at Chambly and St. 
John's paroled, - - - - 

Officers taken at Chambly permitted to reside at 
Trenton, in New-Jersey, - - - - 

Officers taken at St. John's to be sent to Windham 
and Lebanon, in Connecticut, - 

Secret Committee authorized to contract for the 
importation of one hundred tons of Lead, 

Trade of the United Colonies further considered 
in Committee of the Whole, 

Report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
several Petitions from the Island of Bermuda, 
considered and agreed to, - 

Supplies of Provisions to be furnished annually 
to the inhabitants of Bermuda, - 

The supplies to be paid for in Salt, 

Proportions of the supplies from the several 
Colonies, __.--- 

Rules for the government of the American Na- 
vy, submitted by the Committee for fitting out 
four Armed Vessels, ----- 1924 

Report on the Treaty at Albany with the Indians, 

considered and agreed to, - - - - 1924 

Committee to consider of a plan for carrying on 

a Trade with the Indians, - - - 1924 

Committee to inquire into certain frauds said to 
have been attempted in executing contracts for 
the Continent, 1924 

Lieutenant Harnar, one of the prisoners at Tren- 
ton, permitted to reside with Mr. Duer, near 
Saratoga, - - - - - - - 1^25 

Lieutenant Symes permitted to reside at Trenton, 
on parole, ------ 

Committee to consider the refusal of sundry per- 
sons to receive in payment or give currency to 
tiie Bills issued by the Congress, and by the 
Assembly of Pennsylvania, - 

Extracts from sundry intercepted Letters ordered 
to be published, - 

Committee to prepare a Letter to the Colony 
Agents, ------- 

Timothy Edwards elected Indian Commissioner 
in the room of Major Hawley, - 

Committee to consider the state of North-Caro- 
lina, .._---- 

Committee on Petition from Down ham Newton, 

Field-Officers elected for the Battalion raising in 
Pennsylvania, ------- 

Report of the Committee on disposing of such 
Vessels and Cargoes, belonging to the enemy, 
as may be taken by the inhabitants of the 
United Colonies, considered and agreed to, 

Capture of Vessels engaged in the war against 
the United Colonies, declared lawful, - 

Courts for deciding on Captures, to be erected in 

the several Colonies, ----- 1927 

Lord Stirling directed to collect the Troops in 
New-Jersey, and place them in Barracks as 
contiguous to New- York as may be, - 

Report on the disputes between Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania, considered and recommitted, - 

Rules for the regulation of the Navy of the 
United Colonies, - 

Report of the Committee on North-Carolina, 
considered and agreed to, - 

Letter from General Schuyler, with an account 
of the surrender of Montreal, - 

Report on the Petition of Downham Newton, of 
the Island of New-Providence, considered and 
agreed to, - 
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Nov. 29, Committee to take measures for securing and 
bringing away a large quantity of Powder, 
now in the Island of New-Providence, - 1935 

Bills of Credit, to the amount of Three Millions 
of Dollars, ordered to be emitted hy Congress, 1936 

Letter to the Colony Agents in England, - - 1936 

Committee appointed for the sole purpose of cor- 
responding with our friends in Great Britain, 
and other parts of the world, . - 19"6 

30, Committee to engage Seamen for the Fleet, - 1937 

Committee to prepare a Letter of Thanks to the 
three General Officers in the Northern De- 
partment, for their services, - - - 1937 

Two Battalions of Marines to be raised, inde- 
pendent of the Army already ordered for the 
service in Massachusetts-Bay, - - - 1937 

No Bounty to be allowed the Army on re-enlist- 
ment, 1937 

Dec. 1, Soldiers that will re-enlist for the succeeding 
year, to be paid for the months of October, 
November, and December, and to have an ad- 
vance of one month's pay, .-- - 19C7 

Governments in New-England desired to pro- 
mote the recruiting service, - 1937 

Letter from the Committee of Frederick Coun- 
ty, Maryland, containing an account of the 
seizure of Major Connolly, read, and referred 
to the Delegates of Virginia, ... 1937 

2, Letter from the Committee of Northampton, in 
Virginia, read and referred to the Committee 
appointed to consider the slate of Virginia, - 1937 

Committee for fitting out Armed Vessels directed 
to engage Captain Stone and his Vessel, for 
taking or destroying the Armed Vessels in the 
Chesapeake Bay, under Lord Dunmore, - 1938 

Colonel Harrison directed to go to Maryland, and 
endeavour to procure two or three Vessels, to 
be employed on the same service, - - 1938 

Committee for fitting out Armed Vessels direct- 
ed to employ the Armed Sloop commanded by 
Captain Abraham Whipple, of Rhode-Island, 
and despatch her forthwith to aid in the marine 
business at the Southward, - 1938 

Same Committee directed to prepare a proper 
Commission for the Captains or Commanders 
of the Ships of War, in the service of the United 
Colonies, 1938 

Credentials of the New-Jersey Delegates, dated 
New-Jersey House of Assembly, November 
22, 1775, 1938 

Permission to Captain Jenkins to take a quantity 
of Provisions for the internal consumption of 
the inhabitants of Nantucket, - - - 1939 

Number and denomination of the Bill$ ordered 
to be emitted by Congress, - - - - 1939 

Report of the Committee of Conference with the 
General, considered and agreed to, - - 1939 

Indians may be called on, in case of real necessity, 1940 

Committee on establishing Expresses, for convey- 
ing intelligence, ----- ]940 

General Washington diree'ed to write to Gene- 
ral Howe in relation to Ethan Allen, who is 
confined in irons on board a Vessel in the 
River St. Lawrence, ----- [940 

4, Report of the Committee on the state of Virginia. 

considered and agreed to, - - - - 1941 

Inhabitants of Virginia advised to resist the arbi- 
trary Government intended to be established 
there by Lord Dunmore, - 1941 

Convention of Virginia recommended to take 
proper measures to establish a Government in 
that Colony, if they find it necessary, - - 1941 

Committee to confer with the Assembly of New- 
Jersey, 1941 

Colonel Knox requested to examine and report 
upon the Fortifications in the Highlands, - 1941 

5, Seamen and Marines to be engaged to the first 

day of January, 1777, ... - 1942 

Form of the Bills ordered to be emitted by Con- 
gress, ------- 194*2 

Report of the Committee on Recaptures, con- 
sidered and adopted, ----- 1942 

6, Declaration by Congress on a Proclamation is- 

sued from the Court of St. James : s, on the 23d 

of August last, 1943 

Major Preston and the Officers with him permit- 
ted to remain in Philadelphia, - - - 1945 



CONTENTS. 



1775. 
Dec. 7, 
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Report of the Committee on fitting out a Naval 
Armament, considered and agreed to, - - 1950 

Committee to prepare Instructions for a Commit- 
tee to sit during the adjournment of the Con- 
gress, ------- 1951 
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of Congress for fitting out a Naval Armament, 1951 

Committee on a Petition from Peter Berlon, - 1951 

Instructions for the Committee who are to sit 

during the recess of Congress, reported, - 1952 

Committee on the Naval Armament authorized 
to draw on the Treasurer for five hundred 
thousand Dollars, 1953 

Address of the President to Captain White Eyes, 
a Delaware Chief, 1953 

Committee to confer with Major Preston on sup- 
plying the Prisoners taken at St. John's with 
Clothing and other necessaries, - - - 1953 

Committee on a Petition from sundry Merchants 
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or other necessaries for the British Army or 
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and confiscation, - 1955 

20, Report on the Petition of David Beveridge con- 

sidered and agreed to, - 1955 

Vessels heretofore taken and carried into Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, by Armed Vessels in the ser- 
vice of the United Colonies, to be libelled in 
the Courts of that Colony, - 1955 

Resolution on the dispute between the people of 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut, on the waters 
of Susquehannah, 1955 

21, Credentials of the Delegates from Maryland; 

dated Annapolis, Maryland, in Provincial Con- 
vention, December 9, 1775, ... 1956 
Committee to confer with Major Preston to con- 
sider what allowance should be made to the 
Officers who are prisoners, - 1957 

22, Committee to fit out Armed Vessels submitted a 

list of the Officers by them appointed, - - 1957 

Same Committee authorized to give instructions 
to the Commander of the Fleet, - - - 1957 

Committee to confer with the Indians lately ar- 
rived, ---„--- 1957 

General Washington authorized to make an at- 
tack on Boston, in any manner he may think 
expedient, notwithstanding the Town and pro- 
perty in it may thereby be destroyed, - - 1958 

Committee to examine the Journals, and report 
the unfinished business, and what is proper to 
be acted upon, 1958 

23, Committee on a Petition from South Paddock, - 1958 
Connecticut requested not to permit any new 

Settlers on the disputed Lands, till the further 
order of Congress, ----- 1958 
Report of the Committee on unfinished business, 1959 
26, Provision for redeeming the Three Millions of 
Dollars ordered to be emitted in Bills of Cre- 
dit, 1960 

Report on Lord Stirling's Letter, respecting the 
arrest of Soldiers for small debts, considered 
and agreed to, - - - - - - 1961 

28, Report on the state of Virginia considered and 

agreed to, 1962 

Six Battalions to be immediately raised in Virgi- 
nia, on the Continental establishment, - - 1962 
Committee to take into consideration the state of 
New- York, 1962 

29, Committee on procuring a quantity of Arms and 

Ammunition, ------ 1962 

Trade of the United Colonies considered in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, ----- 1962 

Report of the Committee of the Whole consider- 
ed and agreed to, 1963 
Virginia, Maryland, and North- Carolina, permit- 
ted to export produce, to procure Salt for the 
use of the inhabitants, - 1963 

30, Committee on a number of intercepted Letters 

sent by General Washington, - - - 1963 

Major Preston permitted to go to Amboy, in 
New-Jersey, 1963 

General Schuyler directed to take speedy mea- 
sures for securing a quantity of Arms and Mili- 
tary Stores in Tryon County, New- York, and 
to disarm the Tories there, and apprehend 
their chiefs, 1963 

All the Silver and Gold in the Treasury to be 
sent to General Schuyler, - 1964 

Contents of the intercepted Letters this day re- 
ceived to be kept secret, - 1964 
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Fishing Pass, granted by S. Graves, Admiral of the White Fleet. 
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Larger Scale map of Hudson River showing present and planned fortifications. 
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Detailed maps Numbered 1 , 2, and 3 of Hudson River near West Point. 
Tipped in page 0736 text. 
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Map No 3 of 3 Hudson River fortifications 
Tipped in after text page 0736 
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Plat of fortifications South out of Boston 
Tipped in after text page 0032. 1 of 2 plats 
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Boston area fortifications. Plat 2 of 2. 
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Resolution concerning requirement of Silence. Page 2 of 2. Tipped in after Page 1916 of text. 
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